Google 


This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 

to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 

to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 

are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  maiginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 

publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  tliis  resource,  we  liave  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 
We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  fivm  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attributionTht  GoogXt  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  in  forming  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liabili^  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.   Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 

at|http: //books  .google  .com/I 


>!:V.v^-y,r' 


I    f  , 


'.■■.'■  t 


:.■<■>.'-: 


. '  f 


i' 


■"'''■'■I'Vf:, 


i. 


'i'^ 


v'-t 


i  I 


'.'.* 


VJ' 


I  i\N 


K^ 


\. ' 


THE  CONGRJJSSIONAL  GLOBE. 


1% 


/ 


CJaytoo,  John  M.,  a  Senator  from  Delaware — 
CofUtntt«<f. 
remarks  on  the  rei|o]ulipn  for  employing  Lieu- 
tenant General  ocott  in  the  paxufication  of 

Kansas - 1387, 1392 

nmarks  on  the  an^endment  of  the  rules.  .1478, 

1483, 1484 
jtoarks  relating  to  claims  for  French  spolia- 
tions  1 '. 1537 

ramarks    op    the  Delaware  breakwater  bill, 

1670, 1671 

Mmarks  on  the  resolution  authon^ing  pro- 

teoion  to  be  given  to  American  discoverers 

of  guano 1697, 1699, 1700  I 

lemarks  relating  to  the  Paci^c  railroad  bill,*' 

1720, 1721 
remarks  on  the  Reedy  Islaiid  harbor  bill.  ,1855 
maarks  on  tke Creek  spoliation  bill,  1877, 1883 
ftmarks  on  the  bill  for  the  improvement  of 

New  Castle  harbor. .1904 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  claims 
of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolu- 
tionary army. , ^.^^*  ^^^^ 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill,  1^53, 

1969,2170,2211,2229,2230 
lemarks  09  the  ooea/i  ma^l  transportation  bill, 

19G8 
lemarks  on  civil  appropriation  bill, 2113, 2114, 
2131,  2139, 2142,  2145, 2146,  2149,  2150 
icmarks  on  the  Army  supplementary  appro- 
priation bill. .2171 

remarks  on  the  Post  OfEce  appropriation  bill, 

2175,2176 

Qayton-Bulwer  treaty 107, 

199,  247, 303,  349,  357,  394,  450,  468, 

502,  528,  663,  1205,  1306,  1347, 1419 

lemarks  relating  to  the  construction  of  the, 

by- 

Alr.  Bell,  of  Tennessee. . .  .^ . .  .471, 1228 

Mr.  Benjamin 394, 1206 

Mr.  Brown 1228 

Mr.  Butler 395, 396,  469 

Mr.  Cass 108, 109, 110,  285,  286, 

303, 1205>  1206, 1507,  I9OO,  1307, 1422 

Mr.  CUyton 107,  108,  283,  285, 

663,1205,1^06,1207,1419,1421,1422 

Mr.  Crittenden 468, 

469, 1205, 1206, 1227,  1228 

Mr.  Fish 1207 

Mr.  Mason.  .285,  394, 470, 528^  1227, 1228 

Mr.  Pearce........ 1421 

Mr.  Pratt 1206,  1228 

Mr.  Seward J08, 110,  285,  323 

Mr.  Toombs 1422 

Mr.  WeUer 109,1228 

Mr.  Wilson 394,  468,  471, 1205,  1206 

Ckrks— see  Officers  qf  the  Senate, 
resolution  to  appoint  William   Hickey  chief 

clerk,  d^c. • 12 

in  theD^jpartments,  resolution  relating  to.  .480 
ia  the  State  Department,  joint  resolution  (S. 
No.  23)  to  enable  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
pay  certain,  the  same  compensation  as  has 
been  paid  to  clerks  of  the  same  grade  in  the 
other  Executive  Departments. . .  .1463, 1506 
ef  records  tot  the  Committee  on  Printing,  1951 

to  committees • 23, 

3U  111.  2127,  2200«  1^22, 2226 

resolution  fox  payment  of •  •  •  •  .388,  415 

cesolutions  relating  to  the  appointment  and 

payment  of 23,31,111,2127,2222 

.  lemorks  on,  by — 

Mr.  Adams ^.....23,24 

fir.  Bayard... .24,2222,2223,2225 
Ir.  Biggs 225^2224,2225 

Mr.  Biglcr 2225 

Mr.  Br^ht 2222,  2224,  2225 

Mr.  firodhead .2222,2223,2225 

Mr.  Butler 23 

Mr.  Clay Ill,  2222,  2224,  2225 

Mr.  Douglas. •. 2223 

Mr.  Foster. .2225 

Mr  Hunter ', 23,  2224 

Mr.  Ivcrson .2223,  2224,  2225 

Mr  Jones,  of  Iowa. 23,  HI 

Mr.  Mallory..,. 2223,2224 

Mr.  Pearce... « 23 

Mr.  Pugh 2224,2225 

Mr.Reid .2225 

Mr.Sebasuan .2222,2223,2225 

Mr.  Seward 23,2225 

Mr.  Stuart. ^23,2222 

Mr.  Toucy ^ ...... .23 

Mr.  TrunibaU . . .  ^ 2222,  2224, 2225 


Clerks,  resolutions  relating  to  the  appointmept 
and  payment  of — Continued, 
remarks  on,  by — 

Mr.  Weller 2222,  2224,  2225 

Mr.  Wilson 2224,  2225 

Cleveland,  Ohio,  custom-house,  dec.,  at,  joint 
resolution  (No.  12)  for  enlarging  the.  .1053, 

1062, 1073, 1089, 1131 
remarks  on,  by — 

Mr.  Adams 1076, 1092 

Mr.  Bayard 1073,  1074 

Mr.  Benjamin. 1091 

Mr.  Brown 1091 

Mr.  Butler 1075 

Mr.  Cass 1063, 

1065, 1074, 1075, 1090, 1091 

Mr.  Crittenden. . . .^ 1092 

Mr.  Dodge 1089,1090 

Mr.  Fish 1092 

Mr.  Fiupatrick 1076 

Mr.  Hunter 1063,  1064,  1092 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Iowa 1075, 

1076,  1090,  1091,  1092 

Mr.  Pugh 1073, 1074,  1075,  1076 

Mr.  Seward 1074,1075, 

Mr.  Stuart. .  1062,  1063, 1064, 1005.  1073, 
1074, 1075, 1076, 1089, 1090, 1091, 1092 

Mr.  Toombs 1064,  1065, 

.Mr.  Toucey 1064,  1065, 

Mr.  Wade 1062, 

1063,  1074, 1075,  1076,, 1089 
Clinton  Guards  of  Macomb  county,  Michip^an, 

biU  for  the  relief  of  the 1739,  2051 

Clinton  river  harbor,  Michigan,  bill  (S.  No.  42) 
m^aking  an  appropriation  for  the  construction 
of  a  harbor  at  the  mouth  of,  25, 358, 514, 1822 
remarks  on,  by — 

Mr.  Adams 1824,1827 

Mr.  Butler 1823, 1825, 1826 

Mr.  Cass. . .  .1822, 1823, .1825,  1826,  1827 

Mr.  Clay 1822,1826 

Mr.  Collaraer .' 1826 

Mr.  Crittenden 1827 

Mr.  Douglas 1827 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick 1827 

Mr.  Mason 1822,  1823,  1824 

Mr.  Pugh 1826 

Mr.  Stuart 1822, 

1823, 1824, 1825, 1826, 1827 

Mr.  Toombs. 1824, 1825, 1826 

Coast  Survey,  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the, 

communicated • 413 

order  for  printing  extra  copies  of  the  report 

on  the 515,  597 

Cobb,  Ursula  E.»  an  act  for  tlie  relief  of. . .  .2078, 

2098,2234 
Cochran,  Mrs.  Catharine  Van  Rensselaer,  bill 

for  the  relief  of.  - .16,  1567 

Coinage,  American,  resolutions  of  instruction 

relating  to 1239 

joint  reeoiution  (S.  No.  42)  to  provide  for  the 
ascertaining  of  the  relative  value  of  tlic  coin- 
ago  of  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain, 
and  £3dnff  the  relative  value  of  Uie  unitary 

coins  of  uie  two  countries 2128 

Coins  and  coinage,  bill  relating  to  foreign  coins, 
and  the  coinage  of  cents  at  the  Mint  of  the 

United  States. 715,  921 

Coins,  resolution  of  instructions  concerning  the 

relative  value  of 1979 

Collamer,  Jacob,  a  Senator  from  Vermont 1, 

21,  160,  303,  344,  357,  398,  433,  480,  634, 
664,  676.  950,  994, 1003, 1128, 1129, 1226, 
1262,  1316,  1517,  1567,  1581, 1587,  1605, 
1616,  1617,  1631,  1676,  1696, 1739, 1798, 
1819,  1820,  1826,  1834,  1835,  1887,  1951, 
1967,  2078,  2085,  2139,  2225,  2226,  2236 

remarks  on  the  aiToirs  of  Kunsau 449,  639 

remarks  relating  to  the  naval  retiring  board, 

344,345.393,755,1637 
remarks  on  the  resolution  relating  to  the  Danish 

Sound  due? ,603,  604,  606, 1154,  1155 

remarks  on  our  relations  wiili  Great  Britain — 
see  Appendix. 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 683 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  admission  of  Kan- 
sas  693, 758, 

811,  821,  1606,  1520,  1567,  1569,  1574 
remarks  on  the  bill  amending  the  bounty  ^and 

act. 945,990 

(See  Appendix.) 

remarks  on  the  Iowa  land  bill 1173 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Cyrus  H. 
McCormick 1287,  128S,  1007 


Collamer,  Jacob,  a  Senator  from  Vermont — Coii- 
tinued, 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Obed 

Hussey 1665,1666 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  test  the  practicability 
and  usefulness  of  the  atmospheric  telegraph, 

1770 
remarks  on  the  ocean  mail  transportation  bill, 

1968 
remarks  on  the   congressional  compensation 

bill .2079,2080,2083 

remarks  on  the  Post  Office  appropriation  bill, 

2200,  2201, 2203 
remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill,  2211 

remarks  on  the  mail  steamer  bill 2222 

Collection  districts,  bill  establishing  the,  of  the 
United  States,  and  designating  the  ports  of 
entry  and  ports  of  delivery  of  vie  same .  .465, 

502,  560,  578 

Collection  laws,,  bill  to  amend  and  consolidate 

the  navigation,  ^f^venue,  and,  of  the  United 

States 433,  450 

Collection  of  the  customs,  bill  relating  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  officers  for  the 631, 

754,  939,  1040 

Collier,  Eliza  S.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 10.39, 

1284,  2212,  2233,  2235 
Colonial  History,  &c.,  of  the  United  States, com- 
munication respecting  the  documents  relating 
to,  in  Uio  State  Paper  Office  in  London.  .894 
Columbus,  Kentucky,  bill  to  create,  a  port  of 

delivery 1016,  1019 

Commerce,  the  Committee  on 18, 1397,  1398 

resolutions  of  instruction  to 160,  349, 

433,  502,  513,  527,  596,  839, 
939, 1304, 1332,  1876,  2067 

bais  reported  from 388,  465, 

480,  513,  514,  577.  616.  631.  640,  641.  680, 
736,  754,  797,  837,  903,  962,  1049,  1062, 
1069,  1277,  1280,  1386,  1581,  1716,  1739, 
1769,  1819,  1900,  1951,  2050,  2077,  2098 
discharged  from  the  consideration  of  subjects, 

465,  736, 1386, 1951, 2077 

adverse  reports  from • , 644 

resolutions  reported  from  .  • .  .1130, 1258, 1819 
Commerce,  coastwise,  joint  resolution  (No.  13) 
for  the  statistics  of  the,  to  be  included  here- 
after in  the  annual  reports  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  on  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion  1101, 1130, 1158, 1166, 1204 

foreign,  regulations  of,  bill  to  amend  the  act 
requiring  the,  to  be  laid  annually  before  Con- 
gress  1012, 1277, 1386,2212,  2217,  2227 

Commercial  marine,  bill  to  require  the  employ- 
ment of  apprentices  in  the 388,  3§3 

Commissioner  the  General  Land  Office,  instruc- 
tions to  the 1277 

communication  from  the .....1332 

Commissioner  of  Patents,  communication  from 

the....f 920 

Commissioner  of  Pensions,  bill  to  relieve  the, 
from  the  performance  of  certain  clerical  du- 
ties  .375,483 

Commissioner  of  Public  Building,  bill  to  author- 
ize the,  to  remove  obstructions  from  certain 

streets,  &c 921,  971 

communication  from  the 985 

instructions  to  the 577 

Committees,  standing 16, 18,  22,  23, 

980, 1316, 1396, 1397, 1398, 1643 

election  of  the 17,  18,  19,20 

arrangement  of  the  members  of  the 22 

select 4, 14,  87,  652,  903,  938, 1279,  1280 

joint. 349 

Committee  of  conference,  on  the  bill  of  the  House 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Military  Academy  for  the  year  ending  June 

30,1857 938,967 

•n  the  deficiency  bill 1039, 1040, 

1062, 1101, 1129, 1130. 1187,  1200, 1201 
on  the  bill  amending  the  bounty  land  law, 

1101,1102,1105,1126,1146 
on  the  bill  (H.R.  No.  152)  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  consular  and  diplomatic  ex- 
penses of  the  Government  for  the  year  ending 

June  30, 1857 1475 

on  the  bill  (H.  R.  f^o.  189)  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  naval  service  for  the  year  end- 
ing June  30,  1857 2079,  2101,  2112 

on  the  bill  (H.  R.  No,.  202)  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  legislative,'  executive,  and  judi- 
cial expenses  of  thb  (provernment  for  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1957,  and  for  other  pi  r- 
poses 2127,2143,^166,  2204,  2218,  2219 
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■«.  Dr.  Elisha  Kent,  joint  resolution  giving 
the  sanction  ofCongresagp  the  reception  by, 
and  the  officers  associated  with  him  in  his 
Arctic  expedition,  of  some  presents  from  the 
British  Grovernment,  and  remarks  thereon, 
by — Continued, 

Mr.  Crittenden 792,  793 

Mr.  Mason 792,  793,  794, 1277,  1278 

Mr.  Reid 794 

Mr.  Seward 793 

Mr.  Toucey .....794 

joint  resolution  (S.  No.  32)  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  pay  to  the  officers 
and  seamen  of  the  expedition  in  search  of, 
the  same  rate  of  pay  that  was  allowed  to  the 
officers  and  seamen  of  the  expedition  under 

Lieutenant  De  Haven. .1716 

joint  resolution  (No.  11)  for  the  purchase  of 
0r.  Kane's  forthcoming  work  on  Arctic  ex- 
plorations, and  th^  presentation  of  medals 

to,  his  officers  and  men .^i9,  2234 

Kinsas,  ealls  for  information  with  regard  to  the 

•f&irs  of  the  Territory  of. S, 

8, 136.  349, 415,  43$ 
special  meraage  relating  to  the  affairs  of. .  .2^0 
laws,  journals,  6lc.,  of,  communicated  . . .  .41^9 
remarks  on  the  state  of  affairs  in,  by — 

Mr.  Adams 293,  416,  1369, 1388 

Mr.  Bell,of  Tennessee,292, 654,932, 1387 

Mr.  Brown 639,  640,  6o6, 657, 1387 

Mr.  BuUer 291, 292,  293, 

497,528,584,  590,  592,  639,  640,  1369 

Mr.  Cass 291,  293,  639,  698 

Mr.  Clay 415,  416,  592 

Mr.  Clayitm fk 291,  292, 

293, 1387, 1392, 1406, 1407, 1408,  1462 

Mr.  Coliamer 449,  639 

Mr.  Crittenden.  .439,  654,  655,  656,  1381, 
1362,  1387,   1389,   1391,   1392,  ]393 

Mr.  Douglas 439,  638, 

639, 640, 654, 655, 656, 657, 658,  1369, 
1370,   1371,   1373,   1375,   1407,  2019 

•Mr.  Durkee 137 1 

Mr.  Evans 449 

Mr.  Fessenden 415,  639,647,653 

Mr.  Pitzpatrick 440,  932 

Mr.  Foot. 1900 

Mr.  Foster 1369 

Mr.  Gcyer 415, 1462 

Mr.  Hale 8,  134,  495,  496, 

497,  528,  589,  590,  591,  593,  597,  647 

Mr.  Hamlin 433 

Mr.  Harlan 932 

Mr.  Houston 592,597,2019 

Mr.  I  f  unter 8,  564,  654 

Mr.  Iverson. ...•• 433 

Mr.  Johnson,  449,  639,  646,  647,  652,  653 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Iowa 292,  293,  349,  932 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee....  495,  496,  497 

Mr.  Mallory 1388,  1391 

Mr.  Mason 290, 

291,293,497,1382,  1392,  1393 

Mr.  Pratt 1369 

Mr.Pugh 592,646 

Mr.  Reid 932,  1395 

Mr.  Rusk 449, 663 

Mr.  Seward 290, 

291,  528,  591,  640,  646,  652,  653, 
654, 1382, 1393,  1406,  1439,  2019 

Mr  Slidell 932 

Mr.  Stuart 292, 433,  439,  640, 

654,  848,  849,  850,  852,  854,  862,  932 

Mr.  Sumner 433, 

439,  588,  597,  639,  663,  657,  658,  932 

Mr.  Toombs 528,1439 

Mr.  Toooey 4l6, 439,  440,  587,  589, 

590,  ^1,  654,  1369,  1383,  1388,  1392 

Mr.  Trumbull . .  •  .652,  653,  654,  656,  657, 

1369.   1370,  1371,  1373,  1374,  1375 

Mr.  Wade 439,654 

B4r.WeUer. 136,415, 

438,  440,  528,  584,  590,  597,  639, 
€56,  653,  654,  656,  657,  658,  932 

Mr.  WilsMi 292, 

41$,  410,  433,  44(^,  451,  591,  1900 

Mr.Yqiss 415,440,1387 

fiport  of  ths  Committee  on  Territories  in  rela- 
tion to  the  sffiurs  of 638 

»— iks  oo  the,  by — 

Mr.  Bell,  of  Tennessee •••.••  .654 

Mr.  Brovn 639 

Mr.  Butler 640 

Mr.  Coliamer » •  *  .639 

Mr.  CritteadsB 654,  tt5,656 

34th  Cono. — IsT  AKD  9i>  Sess, 


Kansas,  re}>ort  of  the  Committee  on  Territories 
in  relation  to  the  affairs  ot—Coniinued, 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Douglas 638, 

639,  640,  654,  655,  656,  657,  658 

Mr.  Fessenden 653 

Mr.  Johnson 639,  652 

Mr.  Rusk 653 

Mr.  Seward 640,  653,  654 

Mr.  Stuart 640,  654 

Mr.  Sumner 639,  653,  657,  658 

Mr.  Toucey » 654 

Mr.  Trumbull 652,  653,  654,  656,  657 

Mr.  Weller 852,  653,  654,  656 

admission  into  the  Union,  bill  (No.  172)  to 
authorize  the  people  of  the  'Territory  of,  to 
form  a  constitution  and  State  government, 
preparatory  to  their,  when   they  have  the 

requisite  population 663,  693, 757, 

757,  811,  821,  828,  836,  840,  981, 
1041,  1092,  1190,   1201,1254,  1258. 
1299,   1397,   1399,  1439,  1463,  1466 
remarks  oo  the,  by — 

Mr.  Adams 1101,  1201,  1467 

Mr.  Bell,  of  Tennessee 758,  1467 

Mr.  Benjamin 1041,  1092,  1094, 

1095, 1096, 1098, 1099,  1299, 1300, 1467 

Mr.Bigler 1467 

Mr.  Brown 1041,  1100,  1101 

Mr.  Butler 757,  758,  828, 

^9,840, 1094,  1096,  1100, 1397, 1399 

Mr.  Cass 758,  1097,  1190,  1201 

Mr.  Clay 840,  981,  982,  1099,  1398 

Mr.  Coliamer 693,  758,  811,  821 

Mr.  Douglas 663,  693,  811,  821,  840, 

98;,  1099,  1100,  1201, 1202,  1299,  1467 

Mr.  Evans 1439 

Mr.  Fish 1101 

Mr.  Foot 857,  811,  1100,  12i54, 1258 

Mr.  Foster 1463.  1467 

Mr.  Geyer 758, 821,  828,  829,  836 

Mr.  U&le 758,1098,1099 

Mr.  Harlan 757,  758 

Mr.  Hunter 693,  1100,  1439,  1463 

»    Mr.  Jones,  of  Iowa 1202 

Mr.  Mallory 1041 , 

1100, 1101, 1202, 1299, 1300, 1439 

Mr.  Mason 840,  1201,  1202 

Mr.  Pratt 1202 

Mr.  Pugh 758,  1258,  1299 

Mr.  Seward 693,  695,  758,  828, 

829,  836,  840, 1095, 1097, 1100,  1463 

Mr.  Stuart. . , « 695, 

758,  840,  981, 1100,  lOOl,  1300 

Mr.  Sumner 840, 

1099, 1100, 1101, 1201, 1202, 1254,  1258 

Mr.  Toombs 1100,  1299,  1466 

Mr.  Trumbull 693,  1299, 1300 

Mr.  Wade 1100,  1101, 1201,  1299 

Mr.  Weller 758,  1100, 

1201, 1202, 1254,  1258, 1299,  1300, 1468 

Mr.Yulee 1398 

constitution  of  the  Topeka  ponvention  in,  pre- 
sented   698,  932 

memorial  presented  from  a  General  Assembly 

of  the  State  of,  praying  for  the  admission  of, 

as  a  State  into  the  Confederacy  upon  an  equal 

footing  with  the  other  States. .  .826,  839,  847 

remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Adams 826,  854 

Mr.  Allen 857 

Mr.  Bayard ,  826, 650, 652, 854, 855, 856, 857 

Mr.  Bell,  of  Tennessee 852 

Mr.  Benjamin .859,  860 

Mr.Birer : 854 

Mr.  Brodhead 847,  848 

Mr.  Butler 826,  839,  840,  847, 848, 

849,  850,  651,  852,  856, 861,  862,  863 
Mr.  Cass,  826, 839, 853,  854, 861, 862, 864 

Mr.  Clay 847 

Mr.  Crittenden. . .  .847,  854,  858,  859,  864 
Mr.  Douglas.  .827,  849^850^|^^,  863 

Mr.  Foot '^ffm^^^^m  -3^ 

Mr.  Hale 848,  849,1^^^B  ^^ 

Mr.  Hamlin .fi^^^K864 

Harlan 

Houston..  ••••••.. 


Mr!  Hi 
Mr.H< 


Mr.  Mason .^P^Tt.840, 

847,  849, 851,  853,  854,  860,  862,  663 

Mr.  Pugh 657 

Mr.  Rusk . . .  .850,  852,  854,  860,  661,  864 

Mr.  Seward 626,  640, 

847,  848,  854, 858, 859, 861, 863, 864 
Mr.  Stuart. . .  .848, 849, 850, 852, 654, 66d 


^ 


■Hn  .'1.1     I 


mi 


Kansas,  memorial  presented  from  a  General  As- 
sembly of  the  stale  of,  for  the  admissJDn  of, 
as  a  Suite  into  the  Confederacy  upon  an 
equal  footing  with  the  other  States—Con- 
Hnued. 
remarks  on  the,  by- 
Mr.  Sumner •.••••••......  .857 

Mr.  Toombs 840 

Mr  Toucey 857 

Mr.  Trumbull 854,  855,  856,  857 

Mr.  Weller 852 

Mr.Yulee 652 

petition  of  James  H.  Laiie,  a  Senator  elect 
from,  presented,  concerning  the  Kansas  me- 
morial ..••••• •  • .  • ^3 

resolution  requesting  the  President  to  employ 
the  military  services  of  Lieutenant  Greneral 
Scott  in  the  pacification  of,  and  in  the  imme- 
diate direction  and  command  of  all  forces  em? 
ployed  for  that  purpose..  .......  .1381,  1^ 

remarks  on  the,  by-^ 

Mr.  Adams.., 1388 

Mr.  Bell ,  of  Tennessee 1387 

Mr  Brown 1387 

Mr.  Clayton 1387,  1392. 

Mr.  Crittenden 1381, 

1362, 1387,  1389,  ISSl,  1392,,  1393 

Mr.  Mallory 1388, 1391 

Mr.  Mason 1362,1392,1393 

Mr.  Reid 1395 

Mr.  Seward 1382,1393 

Mr.  Toucey 1383, 1388,  1399 

Mr.Yulee 1387 

bill  to  cause  the  southern  boundary  line  of,  to 

be  surveyed  and  marked 1438* 

1463, 1498,  1575 
bUI  [Mr.  Trumbull's]  (S.  No.  342)  to  restort 

order  and  peace  in .1304,  1369 

bill  [Mr.  Clayton's]  (S.  No.  343)  supple- 
mentary tQ  an  act  to  organize  the  Territories 

of  Nebraska  and 1463 

bill  [Mr.  Geyer's]  (S.  No.  351)  supplement- 
ary to  an  act  to  organize  the  Territories  of 
Nebraska  and,  and  to  provide  for  the  faithful 
execution  of  the  said  act  in  the  Territory  of, 
according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning 

thereof. 1423,1463 

bill  [Mr.  Toombs's]  (S.  No.  356)  to  author- 
ize the  people  of  the  Territory  of,  to  form  a 
constitution  and  State  governinent,  prepara- 
tory to  their  admission  into  the  Union  oh  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  dltatps...l439^ 

1506, 1519, 15S 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  411}  for  the  admission  of  thf 

Suite  of,  into  the  Union.. 1541, 1567 

remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Adams 1521 

Mr.  Allen 1506 

Mr.  Sell,  of  New  Hampshire 1572 

Mr.  Bigler 1519 

Mr.  Cass 1519,1569 

Mr.  Clayton • 1507 

Mr.  Coliamer 1520, 

1567, 1569,  1574,  1606 

Mr.  Crittenden 1529 

Mr.  Douelas ..«.•.  .1506, 1507. 

1519, 1^1, 15^,  1571,  1572,  1574 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick 1507 

Mr.  Hale 1506, 

1519, 1^20, 1521, 1571, 1572, 1573 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee ..1506 

Mr.Pearcs • 1570 

Mr.  Pugh • 1574 

Mr.  Seward f439, 1506, 1567 

Mr.  Stuart ^ • 1520 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Kentucky 1519 

Mr  Toombs 1439, 

1506,1526,1551,1573 

Mr.  TrumbuU 1507, 1567, 1574 

Mr.  Wade 1519, 1520. 1574 

bill  (H.  R.  No.  75)  to  reorganize  the  Territory 
of,  and  for  othsr  purposss.  .1834, 1845, 2019 
bill  to  provide  for  the  change  of  venue  in  cer- 
tain criminal  causes  now  depending  in  ths 
courts  of  the  United  States  for  the  Territory 

of im 

act  making  an  sppropriatioQ  for  ths  survey  of 

the  southern  boundarjr  of. •^^'^^j  ^^^ 

Kenosha  harbor,  Wisconsin,  bill  (S.  No.  90)  for 

continuing  the  improvement  of. 398, 

414, 614, 1700, 1723 
remarks  on  the,  by— 

Mr.  Adams* •  •  •  •  ••.•  •«•••••••••.••  .1705 

Mr.  Benjaimn,  1701»  ITOd,  HM,  170S,  1709 


« 

Military  Aca4emx»  biU  making  ^ppropriationa  for 

the  support  of  the • 616|  631 , 

^.811,  837,  903,  938,  967.  983,  1049 

Military  Affairs,  the 'Cpmmittee  on. . , 19 

resolutions  of  instruction  to • 303, 

358,  387,  874.  1200,  1630,  1716.  2223 
bills  reported  from,  392, 398, 465, 489, 514, 527, 
597,  640,  680,  715,  736,  t54,  785,  826,  834, 
903,  1012,  1039,  1186,  1204,  1226,  1262, 
12^7,  1304,  1438,  1506,  1536,  1615,  1716. 
1739, 1777, 1819. 1846, 1930, 1960, 2098,2166 

adrci^e  reports  from  . .  • 398,  644, 

1204,  1615,  1846,  2098,  2127 

difcbarsed  from  consideration  of  subjects,  136, 

m  398,  680,  808, 1204, 1517, 1615, 1930 

r^Mutions  reported  from 398,  584,  596 

Hilitary  defena«B  of  Mobile,  bill  to  improve  the, 

4c , 349 

(See  j|^4i/ka<ioii9.) 
Military  depot,  hill  (H.  R.  No.  301)  autliorizing 
the  eQtablishment  of  a,  on  Blithe  Island,  at 
Brunswick,  on  the  coast  of  Greorgia,and  for 

other  purposes 9130 

Military  reservations,  bill  (S..  No.  298)  to  pro- 
vide for  the  sale  of. 1166,  1619, 1846 

bill  granting  certain  public  land  in  the  Palatka 
inUitary  reservation  to  the  Micanopy  Plank- 
road  Company,  in  the  Smte  of  Florida,  1846, 

2168 

Military  service  of  the  United  States,  hill  amend* 

iog  an  act  for  the  payment  of  property  lost 

in  the 450,736 

Militia,  the  Committee  on  the... 19 

Millandon,  Laurent,  bill  for  the  relief  of. . .  .1581 
Miller,  Hon.  John  Q.,  death  of,  announced,  1278 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  bill  (S.  No.  92)  for  con- 
tinuing the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of, 

398,  414,  514, 1727, 1743 
reomrics  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Dodge - ll» 

Mr,  Houston. 1728 

Mr.  Seward 1727,  naSi 

Minnie,  bill  to  change  the  name  of  the  French- 
built  brig  Vigie  to 480,  489,  502,  528 

Minors,  bil(  to  protect  the  public  interest  in  re- 
gard to  enlistment  and  discharge  of,  680, 1498 
Mint,  instruciiona  to  the  supevi^tendent  of  the, 

r^ating  to  coioage 1239 

branch,  at  San  Francisco,  bill  caDceming  the, 

and  authorizing  issue  of  new  gold  coins,  374 

Misaisaippi,  bill  to  settle  certaia  accounts  between 

Ike  United  States  and  State  of,  149, 350, 1049 

Mistiasippi  river,  bill  to  remove  obstructions  to 

the  mouths  of  the,  at  the  Southweat  Paas 

and  the  Faas  &  TOutre 12,  35, 

350, 48i,  665, 1201, 1202, 1253, 1270, 1300, 
1306.  1307,  1320,  1383,  1507,  1542,  1574 
(See  VeHk,) 

bill  to  continue  the  improvement,  of  the  Des 
Moinea  and  Rook  River  rapida,  in  the  Up- 
per  ,  • 22,  5J4, 1909 

iiouse  biU  for  continuing  the  kaprovement  of 

the  Dea  Moiines  rapids,  in  the. .  .1799, 1819, 

1820, 1846, 1855^  2029, 2100, 2142, 2205. 

bjill  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of 

the,  below  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio...  .31,  31081 

bill  to.  provide  for  continuing  the  iamroyement 

Qt  the,  below  ihe  De«  Moines  rapida. . .  .31, 

361,  514, 1905 
lemarka  qa  the,  by-r>. 
Mr.  Bell,  of  Tennessee...  1906, 1907, 1908 

Mr.  Bigga.....^ lOOA 

Mr.Caaa...,« .1908 

Mr.Geyer....« 1905 

Mr.  Pugli 1996,1908,1909 

Mr.  SewArd ^ a9p5, 1908 

McToomba. , 1905, 

1906,  1907, 1908, 1909 
bill  to  promde  fipir  tlie  improvenieat  of  the  nav- 

igatioj\  of  the,  by  contract..  •  •  •  • .2200 

Misaoun,  bill  to  provide  for  the  payment  to  ihe 
State  of,  of  two  per  cent,  of  tae  net  proceeds 
of  the  aalea  of  pobl^  landA  therein,  hereto- 
fore reserved,  undier  a  coi^pact  with  that 

Slate..... .361 

'coluuieera,  bil^  (S.  No.  167).  to  provide  for 
three  montha'  extra  pay.  to  tha  third  regi- 
ment of. « 645,  Iw 

Mitchell,  Edmund,  biU  fiur  Ike  itlief  of. . .  .])799, 

1^98,2234,2236 

Mitchall,  Robert,  bill  far  tKai«]«eC  of 1799^ 

ia67,9f)Qa 
Monmouth,  bask,  bill  to  iaaue  a  register  to,  388, 

4ae«Ma^4tt 
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Montgomery,  Colonel,  call  for  the  , 

of  the  court-martial  in  the  case  o'f. li 

394,  398,  1316 

Moore,  Hiram,  (Moore  &  Hascall,)  bill  for  the 
relief  of. 1200, 1286,  1608, 1660 

Moro,  Manuel  Gonzales,  bill  aoihorizing  the 
representatives  of,  to  enter  certain  lands  in 
Missouri 438,  1658,  2078,  2098,  2234 

Morrison,  John,  and  others,  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

874,  969 

Morrow,  James,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  2050,  2200 

Morse,  Samuel  A.,  and  others,  bill  for  the  relief 
of. 663,  792,  885,  963,  1262 

Mothershead,  Nathaniel,  bill  granting  a  pension 
tq 754, 884,  2078,  2101,  2170 

Murray,  Hichard  J.,  act  for  the  relief  of. ..  .2078 

N. 

Names  of  vessels,  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  change  the,  in  certain 

cases 465,  502,  547, 567,  577 

Nash,  Betsy,  bill  for  the  relief  of . . .  .2078,  S934 

Naah,  John,  bill  for  th?  relief  of. '.  .1799, 

1819,  2233,  2236 

Nash,  Michael,  biU  for  the  relief  of. 609,  883 

Naturalization  laws,  bill  to  amend  the 6, 

350,  616,  979,  1190, 1369,  1409 

Naval  Affairs,  the  Committee  on 19 

resolutions  of  instruction  to. . .  .349, 374,  1643 

hills  reported  from » 489, 

501,  698,  784,  979,  1200,  1262,  1438, 
1517, 1541, 1696, 1716,1834,  1930,  2206 

reports  from.... 1930 

aovcrse  reports  fVom 715, 

1103,  1567,  1716, 1819, 1966 
discharged  from  the  consideration  of  subjects, 

1541,  1979 

resolutions  reported  from  . . .  .1517, 1716,  2127 

Naval  appropriation  bill,  (H.  R.  No.  189)  making 

appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for  the 

year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1857, .  .1969, 

2050,  2056,  2078,  2101,  2112,  2179 

remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Allen 2062 

Mr  Bayard ^..2066,2067 

Mr.  Bell,  of  Tenneasee. . .  f 2061, 

2065,  2066,  2067 

•Mr.  Biggs 20^ 

Mr.  Brodhead .2057,  2062 

Mr.  Brown 2057 

Mr.  Butler .2066 

Mr.  Clay 2061 ,  2062 

Mr.  Fesaenden 2058,  2060,  2061 

Mr.  Hale. . .  .2057,  20^,  2062,  2063,  2067 

Mr.  Hunter. 2056, 

2057,  2062,  2063«  2065,  2067, 2112 

Mr.  Mallory 2056, 

2057;  2058,  2059,  2060,  2061,  2062, 
2063, 2064,  2065, 2066,  2067,  2112 

Mr.  Maaon 2065,  2066 

Mr.  Pearce 2059,  2060, 

2062,  2063,  2064,  2065,  2066,  2067 

Mr.  Pratt 2056, 2063,  2064,  2067 

Mr.  Seward 2058,2063,2064 

Mr.  SlideU ........2060,2061,2067 

Mr.  Stuart. 2056,  2067 

Mr.  Thom8on,of  New  Jersey,  2063,  2066 

Mr.  Toomba 2059,  2060,  2061, 2063 

Mr.  WeUer 2062, 

2063, 2064,  2065,  2066,  2112 

Mr.  Wilson 2066,  2067 

Mr.Yulee ..2063 

Naval  force  on  the  Airican  ooaat,  motion  to  print 

f>roceedings  in  executive  session  on  the  reso- 
gtioA  in  reference  to  the  abrogation  of  the 
eighth  article  of  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain 
or  1842,  providing  for  the  maintenance  of  a, 

1477 
Naval  retiring  board,  and  bill  (S.  No.  113)  to 
amend  an  act  entiikd  an  act  to  promote  the 

eAcioficy  of  the  Navy 12,  21,  25, 

199,  270,  4286,  303,  a43,  350,  355, 
;,  388,  392,  »7,  398,  413,  416,  433, 
440;  485, 471,  489,  502,  503,  618,  526^  541, 
542^  5^7,616,  617,  631,  634,  663,  676,  680, 
755, 785, 789, 794, 797, 840, 847,901, 1004, 
1014,  1043;  1052,  1^,  1073, 1105,  1111, 
1130L,  1164,  1220,  1S26,  1240, 1263, 1375, 
138a,  1466,  1587,  1614,  1617,  16321,  1647 
ramarka  oa  the  action  of  the,  by— < 

Mr.  Adama. . . « •••  .203, 

303,  ym,  1369, 1383, 1587, 

Ua4^  1596, 1617, 1620, 1622 

Mr^AlkM .387,1695 


Naval  retiring  board,  an4  bill  (8.  No.  113)  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  promote  the 
efficiency  of  the  Navy — CotUintud. 
remarks  on  the  action  of  the,  by — 

Mr.  Bayard... 270, 345, 346,369,  400,  401, 
402,489. 1015, 1073,  1105,  1131,  1164, 
1587.  1588,  1589,  1592,  1593,  1594, 
1619,  1621,   1624.   1636;  1637,   1638 

Mr.  Bell,  of  Tennessee 50,  2U4, 

271.  273,  274.  275,  407,  631,   632, 

B33,  634,  663,  789,  797,  1007,  1015, 

1043,  1052,  1226,  1625,   1^6,    1634 

Mr.  Benjamin 203,  204,  206, 

207,  287,  344, 370,  371, 372,  389,  399, 
400,  401,  402,  404,  405,  420,  421,  422, 
423.  424,  439,  472,  473,  840,  1940, 
1263,  1269,  m(L  1590,  1591,  1592, 
1593,  1594,  mr,  1618,  1620,  1621 

Mr.  Biggs 347,  1014, 1016, 1043, 

^  1053,   1065,  1594,  16$1,  1622,  1623 

Mr.  Bigler 397,  526,  616,  633 

Mr.  Brodhead. , 60, 

199,  203,  633, 1587, 1592,  1626 

Mr.  Brown 209, 

275,  290,  252.367,  368, 1015,  1016 
Mr.  BuUer. ..  .50,  270,  273,  278,  287,  990, 
345,  372,  386,  398,  399,  402,  406,  409, 
416,  417,  418,  423,  424,  436, 473,  786, 
797,  1005,  1006,  1014,  1015,  1052, 
.  1053,  1592,  1593,  1594,1619,  1620, 
1621,   1634,  1635,   1636,   1637,   1638 

Mr.  Cons 1131,1203 

Mr.  Clay 344,351 

Mr.  Qayton m 50, 

275, 287,  344,  345,  351,  352,  676,  680, 
786,  789,  797,  1267, 1594,  1637,  1638 

Mr.  Collamer 344, 

345,  398,  755,  1637 

Mr.  Crittenden,  50, 346, 347, 351, 404, 405, 

422,  526,  786, 1004, 1005,  1006,  1053, 

1131,  1132,   1226,  1227,  1240,  1267, 

1593,  1617,   1624,   1626,   1634,    1637 

Mr.  DougUs 392,  1635 

Mr.  Fesaenden 438, 1593,  1594 

Mr.  Fish 199, 

372, 397, 472,  489,  527,  616,  634,  1620 

Mr.  Foot^ .30,  465,  473,  840,  1375 

Mr.  Foster 290,  1638 

Mr.  Hale 200,  203, 

205,  207,  208,  209,  210,  392,  397, 
298,  399,  402,  405,  406,  407,  436, 
437,  438,  449,  1131,  1587,  158$, 
1590, 1593,  1594, 1623, 1625,  1632 

Mr.  Hamlin 347 

Mr.  Houston 473, 

502,  617,  634,  676,  680,  840,  647, 
1004, 1006, 1007, 1014, 1635,  1638 

Mr.  Hunter 398, 473,  489, 

616,  634,  756,  1587,  1617,  1618, 
1620, 1623, 1^24, 1626, 1634, 1635 

Mr.  Iveraon 372, 

386,  541,  633,  663,  755,  756,  785, 
1004, 1015, 1043, 1053, 1587, 1591, 
1592, 1618, 1624, 1625,  1635,  1636 

Mr.  James 199,  347 

Mr.  Johnson* .278 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Iowa. ....  .345,  1591,  1622 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee 50,  SK)4, 

205,  206,  207,  208,  210,  287,  290, 
303,  350,  351,  352,  353,  355,  365, 
368,  370,  371,  372,  388,  419,  438, 
439,  472,  473,  794,  1006,  1241 
Mr.  MaUory 205,  207, 

208,  209, 210^  273,  274,  275.  289,  343, 
945,  347,  351, 352,  365,  366,  370,  398, 
402,  405,  406,  407.  408,  417,  419,  423, 
439,  472,  473,  503.  519,  617,  $18,  756, 
1015,  1053,  1073,  1131,  1132,  1220, 
1226,  1540,  1241.  1263^  1967,  1268,  • 
1269,  1383,  1466  1587,  15^8,  1589, 
1590,  1591,  1592,  1593,  1594,  1G95, 
1619.  1620,  1621,  1622,  1623,  1624, 
1625,1626, 1632, 1635,1636, 1637. 1638 

Mr.  Maaon 50, 199,  200, 204,  208, 

210, 286, 287,  288,  303,  34$,  351,  359, 
353, 392,  397,  409,  414.  417, 419>.  420, 
422,  4291,  424, 449,  465.  472,  54fi,  786, 
1241,  1263,  1267,  1268,  15»^  15S3, 

1594,  1596,  1621,  1624,  1636,  163B 
Mr,  Pearce.  •  .270, 271. 290,  413,  4^,  901 
Mr.  Pratt..  .361, 369,  370,  797, 1111.  1637 

Mr.Pugh..... 1618. 1620,  1629 

Mj9.  Buak 370, 386,  641 

Mr.  Sebaatian  .•.•..«•••..•.•..  ..^. ...  .387 


THE  CONGRES^O^AL  GLOBE. 


i±i 


ITaval  retiring  board,  and  bill  (S.  No.  113)  to 
amend  an  act  enucled  nn  act  to  promote  the 
efficiency  of  the  Navy — Continued, 
remarks  on  the  action  of  the,  by — 

Mr.  Seward iO, 

304, 305,  206, 289,  351,  519,  54(2 

Mr.Sliden 756,  765,  7SIB 

Mr.Stuart ^72,  4X7, 

425,  435,  436,  436, 472, 631, 663, 
756,  766, 1014,  1015, 1132, 1595 

Mr.  Sumner 12 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  l^entucky .  • .  .303,  414 

Mr.  Thomson,  of  New  Jersey. 433 

Mr.  Toombs,  203,  343,  344, 345,  399, 407, 
408,  417,  518,  519, 1014, 1015, 1065, 
1073,  1131,  1132,  1226,  1587,  1588, 
1589^590,  1592, 1593,  1630,  1621, 
1622, 1(^4,  1626,  1632,  1635, 1647 

Mr.  Toucey I2j  209, 

413.  421,  422,  423,  424,  436,  438,  449 

Mr.  WeUer 12,  392,  438,  439, 

472, 473,  680,  901, 1065, 1226, 1227, 
1269,  1587,  1625,  1626,  1636,  1637 

Mr.  Wright .387 

Mr.  Yulee .3*8 

Navigalion  laws,  4>iU  to  amend  and  consolidate 

ie 433,jf50 

Kary,  bill  to  repeal  the  act  to  promote  the  effici- 
ency oC  the .392 

bin  amending  the  act  to  promote  the  efficiency 

of  the 480,489 

(Sse  wVoec/  retiring  board,) 
bOI  granting  half  pay  to  the  widows  or  chit 
dren  of  seamen'and  marines  belonging  to  th~ 

lA  certain  cases 7[ 

IliTy  Department,  calls  foi'  information  u, 

tlK 50, 351,  480,  483.  515,  U. , 

544,  560,  567,  617,  618,  786, 1834,  2226 

communications  from  the •  .386, 

397,  488,  576.  615,  652, 1978 
esmrounicatioo  from  the,  relative  to  the  con- 
struction of  additional  sloops  of  war. . .  .544 
Kary  d^epot,  bill  (H.  R.  No.  301)  authorizii)|[  the 
ettaolishment  of  a,  on   BIythe   Island,  at 
fiininswick,  on  the  coast  of  Cborgia. .  .2142, 

2206,2227 
HtvT-yards,  an  act  (H.  IL  No.  567)  authorizing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  purchase  addi- 
tional  grounds    adjoining   certain,   therein 
named,  and  for  other  purposes •  •  .2050 

\ireiUon,UaU,  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of, 
52t,878 
IVeutrals,  resolution  relating  to  the  rights  of,  2017 
Bevark,  New  Jersey,  bill  to  continue  the  im» 

profements  in  the  harbor  of. •  .22, 

350,  514, 1830, 1835, 184t,  2169 
renarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Bell,  of  Tennessee 1631,  1832 

Mr.  Benjamin 1835,  1836 

Mr.  Bigler 1835 

Mr.  Brodhead 1833 

[r.  Brown 1835 

[r.  BuUer 1831,  1835, 1836 

Mr.  Cass 1830,1831,1836 

Mr.  Clay 1835, 183* 

Mr.  Collamer. 1835 

Mr.  Doug/as ». 1631,1832 

Mr.  Durkec 1831 

Mr.  Oeyer. 1835 

Mr.  Hunter 1831, 1632, 1835 

Bir.  Jones,  of  Iowa. .  •  • 1835 

Mr.  Mason 1832, 1833 

Mr.  Pugh 1632, 1833, 1835 

Mr.Seward 1830,1835 

Mr.StuaK .....1833.1835,1836 

Mr.  Toombs 1830, 1831, 1835 

Mr.  Yulee 1835 

mm  fi«6do,  Michigan,  bill  (S.  No.  41)  making 
an  asoropriation  for  the  construction  of  a 

karborat. 22,356,514,1821 

moMtkm  OD  the,  by — 

Mr.  Cass 1821 

Mr.  Clay 1821 

Mr.  Mason 1821 

Tr,  Stuart 1821 

fc_-f  r.  Toombs 1821 
CTbpBMui  M., bill  for  reUcf  of,  1715, 1769 
fuMBMhire,  resolutions  of  the  Leffislature 
«C  rebuiog  to  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri 
cwMTomisfi  and  the  clisturbanees  in  Kan- 

jMi  •  •••••••••••.•• .•••••••••*2099 

1b^^t^^lMt%.'Cmmt^^^^  auUoriie  the 

49M of  MTtain  kods  la  Iowa  by. ••;r*596, 
■     '  ^^^  ^-^  1849 


Si; 


880, 1799, 


New  Jersey,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of, 
relating  to  the  action  of  the  naval  retiring 
board  m  the  case  of  Commodore  Charles 

Stewart 387 

New  Mexico,  communication  from  the  Secretary 

of 1386 

mw  York,  resohitiofls  of  the  Legislatiire  of,  pre- 
sented, relating  to  quarantine  repairs. .  •  .501 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of,  relating  to  the 

claims  of  the  revolutionary  army 644 

Nicaragua,  resolution  calling  tor  the  correspond- 
ence relating  to  affairs  in .1069, 1277 

messasre  relating  to  the  affairs  of,  conunum- 

cated 1227,1304 

remarks  relating  to  the  state  of  affairs  in,  by-^ 

Mr.  Cass 1070 

Mr.  Douglas 1071,1072 

Mr.  Seward 1070,  1071,  1072 

Mr.  Wellef 1069, 1070, 1071, 1072 

Niles,  Hannah  P,^  bill  for  the  relief  of. 808. 

966, 10^ 
Niks,  Samuel  V.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  808,  966 

Noble,  Moses,  biH  for  the  relief  of 1599 

Nourse,  Michael,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  1239,  1610 
Noyes,  Wadleigh,  bill  for  the  relief  or  the  heirs 

of ..1799 

Nugent,  John,  biU  for  the  relie/  of. 1262, 

1333, 1338jj383 

Nye,  J.  W.,  joint  resolution  (U.  R.  No.  2$)  in 

iavorof...^ ......X^ 

a. 

O'Brien,  Mrs.  Agatha,  bill  for  the  relief  o^,  754, 

884,  2078,  2098 
Ocean  steamers,  bill  (H.  R.  No.  316)  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  transportation  of  the 
United  States  mail  by,  for  the  year  ending 

June  30,  1857 2218,  ^19,  2^ 

(See  MaiU,) 
Ocean  steam  navigation,  bill  to  encourage  and 
provide  for  the  transportation  of  the  nalails  by 

steam 903 

Officers  of  the  customs,  biH  (d.  No.  155)  relating 
to  the  appointment  of,  and  to  provide  for 

their  cogipensation. 631, 754, 939, 1040 

Officers  of  the  Senate,  resolution  relatrve  to  the 

election  of. 6,  12, 14,  388, 393 

Officers,  seamen,  and  marines  of  the  sloop  of 
war  Albany,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  wiciows 

and  orphans  of  the. . : 388,  393.  501 

Officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army  who  sustained 
losses  by  the  disasters  to  the  steamshipt 
Winfield  Scott  and  San  Francisco,  bill  for 

the  relief  of 465,875 

Officers  of  the  revolutionary  army,  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  154)  to  provide  fbr  the  oettlement  of  the 
claims  of  the,  and  the  widows  and  orphan 
children  of  thoae  who  died  in  the  ser- 
vice  480,  834,  1834,  1845, 1951, 2168 

remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Clayton ^ 1951 ,  1952 

Mr.  Evans 1952,  1953 

Mr.  Seward 1952 

Mr.  Toombs 1952, 1953 

Ohio,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of,  pre- 
sented, instructing  the  Senators  from  that 
State  to  use  their  endeavors  for  the  passage 
of  an  act  of  Congress  admitting  Kansas  into 

the  Union  as  a  free  State 1102 

resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of,  relating  to 

Itansas  affairs,  dbc^.. . . , .1102 

resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of,  relating  to 
the  Pacific  railroad,  the  fugitive  slave  law, 

and  the  lake  improvements,  &c„ 1226 

Ohio  river,  select  comnnttee  on  the  improvement 

of  the 652,  788 

bill  (S.  No.  132)  to  ftrovide  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  navigation  of  the 489, 

529,  €41, 1935 
remarks  on  the,  by — 
Mr.  Bright. ..1936, 1937, 1938. 1939, 1940 

Mr.  Brodhead *A 1936 

Mr.  Brown .7:1939,1940 

Mr.  BuUer. ,,.... ^1^.  .1936 

Mr.  Crittenden 1936, 

1937, 1938, 1939, 1940 

Mr.  Douglas 1936 

Mr.  Feseenden 1938, 1939 

Mr.  Hunter m.-.^k^.*. fl93^ 

Mr.  Pugh 1936, 1937, 1938, 1940 

Mr.Seward 1935,1939,1940 

>.Qtuart 1940 

ir.  Toombs *...1(^6, 

1937, 1938, 1939, 1^40, 1941 


m: 


Olive  Branch,  schooner — see  Fishing  schooners. 

Oregon  and  Washington,  bill  (S.  No.  41G)  to 
provide  for  the  settlemerit  and  payment  of 
the  incurred  expensies  in  the  suppression  of 
Indian    hostiliues   in    t^e    Temtories    of, 

1834,  1930 

Otis,  Jobn,  bin  for  the  rtliordf.  .179^,  2127, 2235 

P- 

Pddfk  rttitroAd .4,8,  l6,59l( 

*    select  committed  oh  the .14, 87 

report  from  the • 699 

bill  (S.  No.  186)  to  unthorize  and  i)uiilitate  tho 
tonstruction  of  a  ndlrota!  tM  rnii^netic  tele- 
graph through  the  Territories  of  the  United 

States 699,  962,  1719,  2023,  2056 

^mairks  on  the,  by — 
Mt.  Bell,  of  TenneM«e.  .1719,  1720,  1721 

Mr.  Benjamin .1719 

Mr.  B\ttJer 1723 

Mr.  Cusi 1721 

Mr.  Clayton 1720,  1721 

Mr.  Douglas 1721, 1722,  1723, 2056 

Mr.  Feseenden 1722,  1723 

Mr.  Geycr.,; 2023 

Mr.  Hunter 2023,2056 

M*.  Seward 1719, 1720, 1723,  SMT 

Mr.  Toombft .I7l9,  1722,  1723 

Mr.  Trumbixll f7*,  1721, 1722, 1723 

Mr.  Wade 1729 

Mr.  WelW , 1719, 

1720, 1721, 1722, 1723,  2023,  2056 
ttimer,  Alphens  T.,  bill  to  Increase  the  pension 

of. 785,  8a'>,  2078,  2101,  2170 

Parker,  Peter,  bill  fo^  the  relief  of. . .  .1^7,  1611 

PASsengers.  bill  amipndin?  the  act  to  provide  for 

the  better  secnriiv  of  the  livei  of,  on  board 

of  vessels  propelfed  by  steam 465, 

489,  645,  963^,  1405 
Passenger  ships,  bill  to  amend  the  act  regula- 
ting  680,699.792 

PAtapsco  river,  bill  (S,  No.  53)  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  navigation  of  the,  and  to  render 
tlic  port  of  Baltimore  Accessible  to  the  war 

steamers  of  the  United  Stiltes 35, 

361.  481,  666,  1900,  1931,  2112, 

212^,  2169, 2179, 2200. 2205, 2211 

Patents,  annual  report  of  the  Comniis^ioner  of, 

communicatea 392 

order  reported  to  print,  in  addition  to  the  usual 
number,  twenty-seven  thousand  copies  of 

the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of. 515 

bill  amending  the  act  to  prolhote  the  progress 

of  the  useiul  arts,  dte.... • 903 

Patents  and  the  Patent  Office,  the  Oommtttee  on 

the 19 

imolutions  Of  instruction  to K)5,  961 

bills  reported  from 578, 

1166. 1186.  1900, 1669, 1819,  2018, 2099 
adverse  reports  from  ....•>.«..•«....... lwo9 

Patent  laws,  bill  for  the  modification  of  the*.  .31 
Patent  Office,  conimtinicatfdns  from  th«,  relative 

te  the  deficiency  bill 667 

bill  (S.  No.  295)  to  amend  the  several  acU 

no#  in  fbrce  relating  to  the 680, 1166 

Pay,  of  certain  officers  oif  revenue  evtte^,  while 

serving  in  the  Navy,  bill  to  increase  the,  698 

of  members  of  Congress,  bill  (S.  No.  398)  to 

regulate  the . . .  .676.  1696, 1820, 1834,  2006, 

2079, 2097r2143,  2153,  2168,  21€2, 2206 

remarks  on  the,  by->^ 

Mr.  Allen ; 2156 

Mr.  Bayard... 2032, 

9038, 2084,  2154,  9155, 2156 

Mr.  Bell,ofTenneMOe.^ .2081 

Mr.  Benjamin.. «.••«•..••••...•••  .SOdt, 
2083,  9084, 9153, 2154, 9155 

Mr.  Biffis... •..•«.•• 2154 

Mr.B^n 20e9»  2084,  9155 

Mr.  Batter ..- 2080, 

2083, 9064, 9154, 9166, 9168 

Mr.  Clay 2155 

Mr.  Collamer. 9079,  2080, 2089 

Mr.  Oeyer 9184 

Mr.  Hale JX)79,  9080, 9062, 2084 

Mr.  Harlan • •  .2084 

Mr.  Houston .....2154 

Mr.  Hunter.  .2081, 9082,  9064,  21M.  2156 

Mr.  Iverson 9079,9080, 

i^U  2153. 2154,  9155,  2156 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee - .  •  •  •  Ji2154 

Mr.  Pratt 2080,  2084,  2153,  2154 

Mr.  Pugh.. .^ .906^9153,9155 

Mr.6ewerd«...; ^81,9154,2156 


• 
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INDEX  TO 


Pugb,  GeowQ  E.)  It  Senator  from  Ohio..  •••••!, 
302,  ©3,  449,  514.  515,  541 ,  565. 592, 596, 
616.  64(»,  ©H,  736.  754,  755,  7H4, 7f<9. 8l«, 
825,  d46,  ^47.  C<8U.  9tH,  903, 932,  927, 928, 
94.V947,  964,970,  98l>,  994,  1012,  1019, 
lue,  1103,  1129.  1166,  1190,  1226.  1261, 
1280,  1324,  1332,  1541,  154%.  1575,  1587, 
1599,  1608.  1618,  1620,  1622,  1647,  1716, 
1779,  821,  1826,  1827,  1845,  1854,  1876, 
1901,  (909,  1911,  1930,  1931,  1934,  1943, 
1957,  1958,  1964,  1965,  1966,  1979,  1980, 
2006,2019,2022,2072,  2127,  2129,  2143, 
2171,  220%  2218,  ^19,  2224,  2225,  2236 

v^toluiioiiA  bv 652, 

758,1102^1332,1739,1799,1901 

Itmarks  on  the  eligibility  of  Lyman  Trumbull 

as  a  Senator  from  nUnois,  549,  567, 582,  583 

remarks  on  the  de^ciency  bill 726, 

746,  1039, 1130 
ramarks  on  the  bill  for  the  admission  of  Kan- 
sas  ...........758,1258,  1299,  1574 

remarks  on  the  Ohio  river  improvement  reso- 
lution   * 788 

remarks  on  the  Kansas  Topekn  memorial,  857 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  A. 

Morse  and  others. ...... .886,  964,  965,  966 

remarks  on  the  afTairs  of  Kansas — see  Appen- 
dix, 
remarks  on  the  bill  amending  the  bounty  land 

act 924, 

925,  926,  929,  930, 931,  944, 946,  948, 

949,  950,  980,986,  987,  995,996, 1101 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  circuit 

courts  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of 

Georgia    to    entertain    appeals    in    certain 

cases 1012 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  removal  of 
obstructions  to  certain  avenues,  &«.,  in  the 

city  of  Washington,  d'C .1025 

remarks  on  the  bdl  for  enla]]|ing  the  custom- 
house, dibc.,  at  Cleveland,  Ohio 1073, 

1074,  1075. 1076 
remarks  on  the  Marquette  harbor  bill, 1 1 17,1 1 18 

remarks  on  the  Iowa  land  bill 1187, 

1189,1190,1217 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  grant  the  rifrht  of  pre- 
emption   in    certain    public    lands    to    the 
Inaiana  Yearly  Meeting  of  the  Society  of 

Friends 1262, 1263 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Cyrus  H. 

McCormick 1286, 

1287, 1288, 1601, 1605,  1606, 1607, 1608 

remarks  on  the  District  armory  bill 1653, 

1655,  1656 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Obed  Hus- 

sey 1665 

remarks   on  the  biH  regulating  fees,  costs, 

Ac 1671 ,  1672, 1673, 1674 

remarks  on  the  Racine  harbor  bill 1677 

remarks  on  the  Kenosha  harbor  bill 1703C 

1704,  1705,  1706, 1707,  1708 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Donn 

Piatt....... 1718 

remarks  on  Mte  Grand  river  harbor  bill.  .1745, 

1746, 1747, 1748 
remarks  on  the  Black  river  harbor  bill.  .1806, 

1807,  1808, 1809, 1827 

remcrks  on  the  Newark  harbor  bill 1832, 

1833, 1835 
remarks  on  the  claim  of  Richard  W.  Thomp- 

.son Vm,  1884, 1885«  1886, 1888.  1889, 

U901, 1902.  IdOd,  .19to,  1981,  1982, 1984 
remarks  on  the  Mississippi  river  improvement 

bill 19Q6,  1908,1909 

remarl^s   on  the    Ohio    river    improvement 

bill 1936,  1937, 1938, 1940 

remarks    on    the    legislative    appropriation 

bill J»2r,  2029,  2030, 2031,  2033 

remarks  on  the  civil  appropriation  bill..  .2114, 

2118,  2141,  2151,  2157 
remarks  on  the  congressional  compensation 

bill 2082,2153,2155 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill.  .2218 
banishment,  bill  to  provide  fbr  the,  of  certain 

cirimes  agamtt  the  United  States 644, 

736,1049,1069,1103 

bin  relating  to,  in  the  penitentiaries 50, 

350,  616,  753,  786 
R. 
Eaeine,  Wis^nsin,  bill  fbr  continuing  the  im- 
provement of  the  harbor  at 398, 

414,  514, 1677, 1700 
remarks  on  the.  by — 

Mr.  BeHiorTenneaiee., ••168D 


Racine,  Wisconsin,  bill  for  continuing  the  im- 
provement of  the  harbor  at — C^fiXinut^ 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Brodhead. 1677 

Mr.  Builer 1677,  1678,  1679, 1680 

Mr.  Cass 1677,  1679,  1680 

Mr.  Dodge 1677,  1678 

Mr.  Douf  las 1678 

Mr.  Durkee 1678 

M  r.  Geyer 1 678 

Mr.  Hale..... 1679 

Mr.  Hunter 1677 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Iowa 1678 

Mr.  Mallory 1681 

Mr.  Mason 1680,1681 

Mr.  Pugh 1677 

Mr.  Seward. .  .1677, 1678, 1679, 1680,1681 

Mr.  Toombs 1677 

Railroad  Company,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  South- 
western and  Muscogee 527, 

544, 1102, 1131. 1190 

Railroad  to  the  Pacific 4,  8, 10,  596 

select  committee  on  the • 14,  87 

reports  from  the 699 

bill  to  authorize  and  facilitate  the  construction 
of  a,  and  magnetic  telegraph  through  the 
Territories  of  the  United  States,  from  the 

Mississippi  to  the  Pacific  ocean 699, 

962,1719,2023,2056 
Railroad  iron,  bill  to  remit  certain  duties  on,  652 
Railroad  track  across  Pennsylvania  avenue ..514 
Ramsey  db  McCormick,  report  on  the  petition 

of J^ 

Randall,  Alexander,  executor,  bill  for  the  relief 

of 1226,1609,2217,2227 

Rankin,  Anthony,  bill  for  the  relief  of.. . .  .1089, 

1284,  2212,  2217, 2227 

Reaping  machine,  bill  to  renew  the  patent  of 

Obed  Hussey  for  a..  .1200, 1268, 1608, 1660 

(See  06€d  Huasey.) 

Recess,  resolution  for  a  daily,  from  four  till  six 

o'clock 2126 

Records,  bill  to  repeal  a  part  of  the  act  providing 
for  the  safe-keeping  of  the,  acts,  and  seed 

of  the  United  States 797, 

837,  939,  983,  1049 

Reeside,  Mary,  bill  for  the  relief  of. . .  1876,  2200 

Reggio,  Lewis,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and 

representatives  of. . .  .1901, 1967, 1^334, 2236 

Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  joint 

resolution  for  the  appointment  of. 3^, 

398.  489,  502,  503, 528 
Registering  and  recording  of  ships  and  vessels, 
bill  to  amend  the  act  concerning  the,  837, 1169 
Reid,  David  S.,  a  Senator  from  North  Carolina, 
1,  544,  567,  568,  616,  680,  792,808,834, 
909,  1536, 1804,  1966,  2050,  2143,  2255 
remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  construc- 
tion of  additional  sloops  of  war 546 

remarks  on  the  biH  for  the  admission  of  Kan- 
sas—see Appendix, 
remarks  on  the  resolution  for  the  employment 
of  Lieutenant  General  Scott  in  the  pacifica- 
tion of  Kansas 1205 

remarks  relating  to  the  assault  upon  Mr.  Sum- 
ner  1416,1418 

remarks  on  the  Mississippi  river  improvement 

veto 1550 

remarks  on  the  Cape  Fear  river  improvement 

bill 1959,1960,1961,1963 

remarks  on  the  legislative  appropriation  bill, 

2033,  2034, 2049 

remarks  on  the  civil  appropriation  bill. . .  .2152 

Renovation  of  the  Senate  Chamber,  resolution 

relating  to  the 1338 

Reporters'  gallery,  instructions  to  the  Sergeant- 

at-Arms  relative  to 699 

Reservations,  bill  to  authorize  the  sale  of  the 
Government  lands  at  the  Stockbridge,  in 
Wisconsin,  and  the  issuing  of  patents  to  the 

lands  in^id 374 

bill  to  prome  for  the  satisfhction  of  the  Choc- 
taw, under  the  treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit 

creek J93,  2098 

bill  (S.  No.  298)  to  provide  fbr  the  sale  of  mil- 
itary  1166,1819,1846 

Resolute,  British  ship,  joint  resolution  (S.  No. 
^)  authorizing  tne  purchase  and  restoration 
to  the  British  Government  of  the,  late  of  the 

British  navy 1380, 143®.  1462 

Revenue,  bill  to  prevent  frauds  on  the..  .692,  699 

'Bieyenue  cutters,  bill  to  increase  the  pay  of  certain 

ofiScert  of,  while  serting  in  the  mvy  •  •  •Gdd* 


■  ■  III        ■  ■■      ■  I    ■  ■        ■■       ■■  I    ■  mmll^,^ 

Revenue  cutters— ConHnti^d. 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  251)  to  authorize  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  he  procured, 
by  purchase  or  otherwise,  a  suitable  steamer, 
to  be  stationed  at  the  port  of  New  York  as  a, 
for  the  purpose  ofafibrding  relief  to  distressed 
vessels,  their  passengers  and  crews. . .  .$^22 
Revenue  laws,  bill  to  amend  and  consolidate  the, 

433.450 
Revolutionary  Claims,  the  Committee  on.  .19. 21 

bills  reported  from ^i^O, 

560, 808, 834, 1567,  1643, 1951, 2098, 2143 

reporu  firom 430, 560, 837 

discharged  from  subjects. 698, 

834, 1498, 1567, 1643 

adverse  reports  from 834, 1128, 1599 

bill  (H.  R.  No.  154)  to  provide  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  claims  of  the  officers  of  the 
revolutionary  army,  and  of  the  widows  and 
orphan  children  of  those  who  died  in  the 

service 480,834,  1834,  1845,  1951,2168 

Retrenchment  and  Reform,  the  Committee  on.  19 

bills  reported  from 1438 

Rhode  Island,  resolutions  of  the  State  of,  with 
regard  to  the  recent  occurrences  in  Congress 

and  in  Kansas «.... 1414 

Rhodes  A  Austill,  (Thomas  Rhodes  and  Jere- 
miah Austin,)  bill  for  the  relief  of,  2050,  2129 
Ridgeley,  William,  bill  for  thereliefof,  1089, 1284 
River  and  harbor  bills,  bill  making  appropriations 
for  deepening  the  channel  over  the  St.  Clair 
flats,  in  the  State  of  Michigan.  .8,  350,  451, 
481,664, 1105,1131, 1252, 1270, 1550. 1574 
bill  (S.  No.  14)  to  remove  obstructions  to  nav- 
igation in  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river, 
at  the  Southwest  Pass,  and  Pass  i  1  t>utre, 
12.  25.  350,665,  1201,1202, 
1253,  1270, 1300,  1306,  1307, 
1320, 1383,  1507,  1542,  1574 
(See  Veto,) 

bill  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of 

the  Patapsco  river,  and  to  render  the  port  of 

Baltimore  accessible  to  the  war  steamers  of 

the  United  States. .  .35,  361,  481,  666, 1900, 

1931,2112,2129,2169,2179,2200,2205,2211 

(See  Veto.) 

bill  to  amend  an  act  passed  March  3d,  1855, 
for  the  improvement  of  the  Savannah  river. 
514,  666,  1109,  nil,  1716,  1799 
(See  SatannaJi  rivtr.) 

bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  the  Onton- 
agon river,  on  Lake  Superior,  in  the  State 

of  Michigan 22,  358, 514.  1111 

bin  making  an  appropriation  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  harbor  at  Marquette,  on  Lake  Su- 
perior, in  the  State  of  Michigan 22, 

358,  514,  nil,  1676 
(See  Marquette  Harbor.) 
bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  Kalamazoo 

river,  in  the  State  of  Michigan 22, 

358,  514,  1743 
bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  South  Black 

river,  in  the  State  of  Michigan .22, 

358,  514,  1743 

bill  making  an  appropriation  fbr  the  construction 

of  a  harbor  at  tne  mouth  of  Gh^nd  river,  in  the 

State  of  Michigan....22,  358,  514, 1744, 1799 

(See  Grand  river.) 

bin  making  an  appropriation  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  Black  Lake, 

in  the  State  of  Michigan 22, 

358,  514,  1803,  1827 
(See  Black  Lake.) 

bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  harbor  at  New  Buffalo,  in  the  State 

of  Michi^n 22,  358,  514, 1821 

(See  Mw  Bv^ffalo.) 

bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  baroor  at  the  mouth  of  Clinton 

nver,  in  the  State  of  Michigan 25, 

358,  514, 1823 

bill  making  an  appropriation  for  completing 

the  harbor  at  ot.  Joseph,  in  the  State  of 

Michi^n 22,  358,  514, 1827 

biU  making  an  appropriation  for  completing 
the  piers  at  the  narbor  of  Monroe,  in  th% 

Stale  of  Michigan .25,  358,  514,  l^f 

(See  Monroe.) 

bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  Muskegon 
rrrer,  in  the  Stale  of  MiehigaBi  368|  614^  1829 


LXIV 


I14DEX  TO 


Hunter,  Robert  M.  T.,  a  Senator  from  Vir^nia, 

1,  2.  9.  33,  57,  78,  81 

resolution  by............ ....•..-••  • I 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill. . .  .1, 

8,9,  lU,  U.  20,  21,  26,  36, 
42,  47,  59,  60,  63,  68,  69, 78 
remarks  on  the  bills  amending  the  Kansas- 
Nebraska  act 35,  36,  70,  71,  72,  73 

Hour  of  meeting ••53 

Houston,  Sam,  a  Senator  from  Texas.. 1 

remarks  on  the  California  memorial  in  behalf 

of  David  S.  Terry 69 

remarks  on   the  bill   amending  the   Kansas- 
Nebraska  act 75,  77 

I. 

Interior  Department,  calls  for  information  upon 

the ^ 10,74 

Iverson,  Alfred,  a  Senator  from  Greorgia  .. .1,  80 

J. 

Job  nson ,  Robert  W. ,  a  Senator  from  Arkansas,  81 
Jones,  James  C,  a  Senator  from  Tennessee,  1, 

56,  80,  81 

remarks  explanatory • 19 

remarks  on  the  resolution  providing  extra  com- 
pensation to  the  employes  of  the  Senate.  .80 
Jones,  William — see  CtUvin  Hall. 

K. 

Kane,  Dr.  Elisha  Kent,  joint  resolution  allowing, 
and  the  officers  associated  with  him  in  their 
late  expedition  to  the  Arctic  seas  in  search  of 
Sir  John  Franklin,  to  accept  such  token  of  ac- 
knowledgment from  the  Government  of  Great 
Britain  as  it  may  please  to  present,  78, 79, 81 
Kansas  and  Nebraska,  the  Territories  of,  bill 
amendatory  of  an  act  passed  the  30th  of  May, 
1854,  entitled  an  act  to  organize.  ..26,  29,  35 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Bayard 30 

Mr.  Biggs 29,  30,  33 

Mr.  Brown 32,  33 

Mr.  Butler 32,36 

Mr.  Cass 31,33,36 

Mr.  Hunter 35,  36 

Mr.  Mason 30,  31,  32 

Mr.  Seward • 36 

Mr.  Weller 29,31,32,  35 

Mr.  Wilson 30,  36 

bill  to  alter  and  amend  the  act  of  Congress  en- 
titled an  act  to  organize,  approved  May  30, 

1854 29,  59,  70,  74 

remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Adams 74 

Mr.  Bell,  of  Tennessee 70,  71,  72 

Mr.  Clay 77 

Mr.  Crittenden 57 

Mr.  Houston , 75,  77 

Mr.  Hunter 70,  71,  72,  73 

Mr.  Mason 72 

Mr.  Pugh 71 

Mr.  Seward 78 

Mr.  Trumbull 70 

Mr.  Wade 72 

Mr.  Weller 78 

Kussmaul,  Rudolph,  an  act  for  the  relief  of.  • .  .8 

L. 
Lindsay,  James  L.,  an  act  for  the  relief  of 8 

M. 

Mallory,  Stephen  R.,  a  Senator  from  Florida, 

1,  33,  35 
resolution  by 35 


Mason,  James  M.,  a  Senator  from  Virginia .  .9, 

15,26 
remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill ...  .9, 

10,  12,  26,  44,  48 
remarks  on  the  bills  amending  the   Kansas- 
Nebraska  act 30,  31,  31,  72 

remarks  on  the  resolution  providing  compen- 
sation for  publishing  the  debates 78,  79 

remarks  on  the  resolution  for  extra  compensa- 
tion to  the  employes  of  the  Senate ..9, 

10,  74,  79,  80 
Meacham,  James,  late  a  Representative  from  Ver- 
mont, death  of,  announced ....26 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Douglas 27 

Mr.  Foot 26 

Medal,  joint  resolution  authorizing  Alexander 
D.  cache.  Superintendent  of  the  Coast  Sur- 
vey, to  accept  a  gold,  presented  to  him  by 

the  King  of  Sweden 78,  79,  81 

Medals,  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  accept- 
ance of  certain,  presented  by  foreign  Gov- 
ernments  78,  79,  81 

Moro,  Manuel  Gonzales,  an  act  for  the  relief 
of 1 8 


N. 
Navy  Department,  instructions  to  < 

O. 


.35 


.8 


Otis,  John,  an  act  for  the  relief  of 

P. 

Pearce,  James  A.,  a  Senator  from  Maryland.  .1 
remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill. ...  13 
Pensacola  dock,  instructions  tor  an  examination 
to  be  made  of  the  condition  of  the,  &c. .  .35 
Pratt,  Thomas  G. ,  a  Senator  from  Maryland ,  1 ,  80 
President  of  the  United  States,  proclamation  of 
the,  convening  an  extra   session   of  Con- 
gress   • .1 

me:jsage  of  the,  communicated •  .1 

communications  from  the 1,  19,81 

President  of  the  Senate,  re9olution   of  thanks  ; 

to , 81 

Printing,  the   Committee  on,  discharged  from 

subjects. 9 

Printing,  order  for,  extra  copies  of  the  message,  1 

Pugh,  George  E.,  a  Senator  from  Ohio 1 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  correct  an  error  in  the 

enrollment  of  the  civil  appropriation  bill.  .9 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill,  44, 

47,64 
remarks  on  the  bill  amending  the  Kansas-Ne- 
braska act • ••.... 71 

R. 

Resolute,  British   bark,  joint  resolution  of  the 
.  Senate  authorizing  the  purchase  and  restora- 
tion to  the  British  Government  of  the,  late 

of  the  British  Navy 57,  65 

Robedeau,  Antoine,  act  for  the  relief  of. .8 

Rule,  resolution  for  suspending  part  of  the  21st 
joint .....1,  26 

S. 

San  Francisco  Vigilance  Committee — see  T^erryt 

Davids. 
Sebastian,  William  K.,  a  Senator  from  Arkan- 
sas  I,  80 

Seward,  William  H., a  Senator  from  New  York, 

1,  9,  26,  73,  78 

resolutions  by. 73,  78  [ 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill ...  .1,  ' 
9,  22,  26,  37,  49,  53,  60,  63,  69,  78  1 


Semrd ,  William  H. ,  a  Senator  from  New  Vorir— 
Continued. 
remarks  on  the   bills  amending  the  Kaneu- 

Nebraska  act.. ^78 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  coropenaation  for 

publishing  the  debates. .79 

Slidell,  John,  a  Senator  from  Louisiana.. ..  .1, 9 
Smith,  General  Persifer  F.,  letter  of. 35 

T. 

Terry,  David  S.,  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of 
California,  asking  Congress  to  interpose  in 

behalf  of. 69 

remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Bell,  of  Tennessee 69, 70 

Mr.  Brown 69 

Mr.  Houston 69, 70 

Mr.  Weller 69,70 

Thompson,  John  B.,  a  Senator  from  KenUicky, 

l,bl 
Todd,  Lieutenant  J.  W.,  act  for  the  rehef  of...8 
Touccy,  Isaac,  a  Senator  from  Connecticut. ...1 
remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill.... 20 
Treasury  Department,  communications  from,  26 
Trumbull,  Lyman,  a  Senator  from  Illinois,  re- 
marks by,  explanatory .20 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill... 21, 

44,  G3 
remarks  on  the  bill  amending  the  Kansas-Ne- 
braska act ^.70 

remarks  on  the  resolution  providing  compensa- 
tion for  publishing  the  debates 79 

W. 

Wade,  Benjamin  F.,  a  Senator  from  Ohio 1 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  i3ill....9, 

13,  14,  4:2,  51,. 52,^ 
remarks  on  the  bill  amending  the  Kansas-Ne- 
braska act 72 

Waldo,  Daniel,  bill  to  increase  tlie  pension  of,  8 
War  Department,  communications  from  the,  19 
Weller,  John  B.,  a  Senator  from  California...!, 

9,  Q6,  53,  65.  73, 78 
remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill...  12, 

14,  22.  26,  42,  48,  63, 64 
remarks  on  the  bill  amending  the  Kansas-Ne- 
braska act 29, 

31,32,35,78 
remarks  on  the  CaUfornia  memorial  in  behalf 

of  David  S.  Terry 69,  70 

Whittaker,  Ruhama  and  Rebecca,  an  act  to 
confirm  the  title  to  certain  lands  in  Louisi- 
ana to p,^ 6  < 

Wilson,  Henry,  a  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  I 
remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill... 21, 

38,44,48,51,53,78 
remarks  on  the  bill  amending  the  Kansas-Ne- 
braska act 30,36 

Y. 

Yeas  and  Nays — 

on  suspending  the  2l8t joint  rule.... 1 

on  adjournment 15 

on  the  Army  appropriation  bill .9, 

22,  42,  69,  78 

on  the  bill  amendatory  of  the  Kansas -Nebras- 
ka act .36 

on  the  bill  to  amend  the  Kansas-Nebraska 
act 78 

on  compensating  the  proprietory  of  the  Union, 
Intelligencer,  and  Sentinel  newspapers  for 
publishing  the  debates .79 

on  extra  compensation  to  employes  of  the  con- 
gressional library  and  folding-room... 80,  81 
Yulee,  David  L.,  a  Senator  from  Florida. .  2,  80 


HOUSE  OF  REPEESENTATIVES. 


A. 
Accardi,,  Salvador,  an  act  for  the  relief  of. ....  .7 

Adams,  Isaac,  statement  of  error  in  the  bill  for 

the  relief  of. 4 

Adjournment  sine  die, ...18^ 

53,  55,  74,  84,  85 
Albright,   Charles    J.,    a    Representative   from 

Ohio .2, 15,  22 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill 7 

Allison,  John,  a  Representative  from  Pennsyl- 
vania.  •••• 2 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill,  8,  56 


Army,  bill  making  appropriation  for  the  support 
of  the,  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1857,  5, 
7,  16,  17,  24,  54,  55,  65,  73,  81,  83,  85 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Albright 7 

Mr.  Allison 8,  56 

Mr.  Barclay 6,  8,66 

Mr.  Bennett,  of  New  York 8,  16 

Mr.  Benson 66 

Mr.  Billinghurst 56  i 

Mr.  Bingham 16 

Mr.  Bocock 18,  66 


Army,  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the,  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1«57— 
CorUin^ud. 
remarks  on  the,  by 

Mr.  Boyce 56 

Mr.  Branch  ., ...66 

Mr.  Bnffinton 25 

Mr.  Burneu ...16,66 

Mr.  Canipbell,  of  Pennsylvania '^ 

Mr.  Camnbcli,  of  Ohio.  .5,  Ct^  7,  8,  16,  17, 

18, 24;  25,  55,  56,  65,  66,  67,  81, 1*2,  83 

Mr.  Caskis,,..^.... ••• •«.16 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


powder  mi^asine  at.  Mare  Island,  Cali- 
fornia.  23 

ftxtsa  clerks  in  office  of  Indian  Aitairi,  23 
additional  mileage  and  compensation  of 

menibersof  Congress 23 

rsYeaue  cattera  on  tlie  lakes •  •  •  •  .23 

sale  of  old  ones • ...23 

oflioefs  of 23 

additional  clerks  of  Postmaster  General 

authorized • 23 

purchase  of  three  stores  at  Atlantic  Dock, 

New  York. 23 

pay  of  Commissionsr  under  reciprocity 

treaty .....iS 

extra  ckrk*hire  in  land  offices. 23 

paynoentrholdars  of  California  war  bonds, 

23 

Flateat  Office,  additional  examiners  and  as* 

aistani  examiners,  authorized  in..  .24 

pay  of  those  acting  as  sach  hitherto.  .24 

suppression  of  Indian  hostilities  in  Oregon 

and  Washington 24 

payment  to  commissioners  and  California 

land  claims. • , 24 

payment  to  certain  Chcrokees. .24 

salary  of  chaplain  of  the  Penitentiary.  .24 
rate  of  payment  for  Congressional  Grlobe 

and  Appendix 24 

examiner  or  drugs  at  San  Francisco  to  be 

appointed .24 

apropnatioD  for  paper-  and  printing  for 
Thirty-Fourth  Congress  may  be  ap- 
plied to  Thirty-.Third  Congress. .  .142 
for  marking  southern  boundary  of  Kan- 
sas  40 

Aqotduct,  Washington,  appropriation  A>r  pres- 

erfationof ^ 22 

Armonesy  sale  or  exchange  of  land  at  Spring- 

6eU... U 

dispssitisn  of  proceeds  of  sale  of  land  at  Har- 

per'^  Ferry. •• 46 

Aisoais,  sak  of  part  of  site  at  FayetteviUe  au- 

therued.  »..•»•. . .  ~ •  •  •  .46 

disposkion  of  proceeds. .46 

Army,  deficiency  apprc^nation  for. ....... .4,  5 

artniiional  suiaeons  and  assistant  surgeons  to 

be  appointed. • 40 

ho^Mtai  stewards • 40 

iaenasedpav  of  soldiers  acting  as  cooks  and 

nurses  in  hospitals 40 

AspinwaU,  (New  Qranada,)  salary  of  consul 

at 27 

Aisay  office,  (New  York,)  appropriation  for, 

4,  19 
Assistant  examiners  in  Patent  Office,  two  addi- 

tiosal  to  be  appointed .24 

pay  of  those  acting  as  such  hitherto. 24 

Assistant  treasurers,  appropriations  for,  4, 19,  20 

AitnMioiBcrs,appointmentof,  to  survey  boundary 

between  Washington  Territory  and  British 

possessions...... 15 

Astmoomical  instruments  for  Navy,  appropria* 

tionfor 33 

Athens,  (Greece.)  salary  of  consul  at 27 

Atkatic  dock,  purchase  of  three  stores  at,  au- 
thorized  23 

AttoraeyGreneral,  appropriation  for  office  of.. .19 
Auditor  of  Post  Office  Department — see  Jiudilon. 

spprcupriation  for  office  of •  .17 

of  Tfeasury,  appropriations  for  office  of.  .4, 

16.17 
nodeof  aroeal  irom  decision  of  First  Comp- 
troller when  he  was  Auditor 45 

Andlihon,  nnmhase  of  books  of .23 

Anstna,  sslary  of  minister  to ..•••27 

Aux  Cayes,  Mdary  of  commercial  agent  at. . .  .28 
Auxiliary  guard,  appropriation  for .27 

B. 

Bidm,  Geoffj^  E.,  appointed  a  Regent  of  the 

oouthsoman  Institution .45 

Bijua,  lakry  of  consul  at. 28 

^  '"      tf  (Maryland,) appropriation  for court- 

•ase  and  post  office  m. • •  .21 

lor. 21 

^^ftTf  Bbtme,  appropriation  for  bridge  at..  .31 
Bwlof  the  State  of  Missouri,  money  to  be  re- 

to .•••... 15 

r,  Massachusetts,  appropriation  for  cus- 

ai ..%« .»» 21 

«f  consul  at 27 

.    of  eomu)  at .27 

^/•ttl  UaMa,  salary  of  consul  at*  •••••.,.  .28 


Beacons — see  Ligkt-HovM$. 
Bahrisg's  Straita  expedition,  publication  of  sur- 
veys of. ••• 32 

pay  of  those  engaged  in,  in  capacities  beyond 

their  rank •«..•••. ....21 

Beirut-^^see  BewovU. 

Belfast,  Ireland,  salary  of  consul  at •  .27 

Benning's  Bridge,  regulation  of  travel  over. . .  .31 

Be3a'out,  salary  of  consul  at .  • .  • 27 

Birds  of  America,  appropriation  for  purchase  of 

Audubon's 23 

Blackfoot  Indians,  appropriations  for  the..  • .  .35 
Blanchard,  William  L.,  adjustment  of  claim  of,  24 

Bond,  of  clerk  of  Court  of  Claims.. 10 

of  consuls,  4bc..... 28 

of  discoveries  of  guano  islands • .  .31 

Bordeaux,  salary  of  consul  at •••....  .27 

Boston,  dock  in,  to  be  filled  up. . .  •  • 23 

Botanic  Garden,  appropriation  for •  .5 

Boundary,  southern  of  Kansas,  survey  of . . . .  .9 

appropriations  for. . . .  • 40 

between  Washington  Territory  and  British 

possessions,  survey  of. .15 

officers  for 15 

officers,  &c.f  of  Coast  Survey  may  bo  em- 
ployed in • ...••• 15 

of  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  districts,  appropri- 
ation for .39 

between  Texas  and  New  Mexico,  survey  of,  22 
Bounty  land,  act  of  1855,  chapter  207,  evidence 

necessary  under • ...3 

extended  to  certain  naval  officers,  &c  ....••  .3 
extended  to  volunteers  not  mustered  into  ser- 
vice  3 

allowance  under,  for  time  of  marching  to  and 

from  place  of  muster  or  discharge 3 

clerk  authorized  to  sign  certificates  of.  ••••..  1 

Bounty  land  certificates,  clerk  authorized  to  sign 

Commissioner  oT  Pensions '  name  to ..... .1 

Brazil,  salary  of  minister  to 27 

Bremen,  salary  of  consul  at • .27 

Bridges,  across  tlie  Potomac,  appropriation  for, 

20,23 

at  Bangor,  appropriation  for  .•••••. 21 

jurisdiction  extended  over  Eastern  Branch,  31 

regulation  of  travel  over  Beuning's .31 

Bristol,  Rhode  Island,  appropriation  for  enlarg- 
ing post  office  and  court-house  at.  •••••.  .^ 

Brown,  Bailey,  payment  to ••.20 

Buenos  Ayres,  salary  of  consul  at. ......... .27 

Bufifalo,  New  York,  extension  of  public  buildings 

in • .....•••  .45 

Buoys^— see  LigJU'Housts. 

Bureaus  in  the  Navy,  appropriations  for.  .18,  19 

Cadiz,  salary  q(  consul  at. •  .27 

Calapooias,  appropriation  for  the 38 

Calcutta,  salary  of  consul-general  at 27 

California,  regulation  of  courts  in ...  • 2,  3 

Callao,  salary  of  consul  at. •  «27 

Camanches,  appropriation  for  the 35 

Canandaigua,  appropriation  for  public  buildings 

in 21 

Candia,  salary  of  consul  at 27 

Canton,  salary  of  consul  at 27 

Cape  Haytien,  salary  of  commercial  agent  at,  28 

Capitol,  the  extension  of. 22 

works  of  art  for..  ..••.•• 23 

repairs  and  care  of. .22,  23 

Carmick,  Edward  H.,  adjustment  of  the  claim 

of 24 

Carthagena,  salary  of  consul  at 28 

Census,  appropriation  for  seventh. 22 

Chaplain  to   United  States  penitentiary,  salary 

of. 24 

Charge  d'aflaires,  pay  of  secretaries  of  legation 

when  acting  as .28 

Charleston,  South  Carolina,  lot  for  a  light-house 

to  be  accepted  from..-. ..26 

Charts,  appropriation  for 33 

Chastas,  appropriations  for  the .37 

Cherokees,  appropriations  for  the 24,  39 

Chicago,  enlargement  of  public  buildings  at.  .22 
Chickasaws,  appropriations  for  the.  .^  ...... .36 

marking  of  aistnct  of. 36 

Chief  Astronomer,  to  mark  boundary  between 
Washington  Territory  and  British  Posses- 
sions. •.••••  ••.... 15 

may  appoint  a  clerk. ..15 

Chief  Engineer,  appropriations  for  office  of.  ..18 

China,  sauu'y  of  minister  to 27 

Chippewas,  appropriations  for  the. . .  .35,  36,  37 

Choctaws,  appropriations  for  the .36,  40 

marking  of  district  of. .39 


Christian  Indians,  qipropriations  for  the 36 

Cincinnati^  public  hnildinga  at. ...  • .21 

Circuit  court,  of  East  Tennessee,  territorial  juris- 
diction ot •••••••  .1 

in  South  Illinois,  pay  for  transcribing  records 

oC 24 

in  C«alifornia,  times  and  places  of  session. . .  .2 

jurisdiction  of .«•••• 2 

records,  where  to  be  kept 3 

transfer  of  suits  to 3 

in  southern  Illinois,  times  and  places  of  session ,  2 

transcript  of  record  of  cases  transferred  to . .  .2 

in  Delaware,  place  of  session  of,  and  of  keeping 

the  records **:**.* •* .  • o 

in  Virginia,  (western  district,)  place  of  ses- 

•  sion  of.  .••• ....8 

in  Tennessee,  times  and  places  of  sessions  of,  8 

in  District  of  Columbia,  authorized  to  decree 

the  sale  of  real  estate  in  certain  cases. . .  .31 

in  Ohio  and  Illinois,  sentences  to  penitentiary,  1 

Clackamas,  appropriations  for  the .39 

Claims,  Court  of--see  Court  of  Claims. 

Claims,  miscellaneous,  appropriations  for 40 

Clerks,  of  court,  accounts  of,  to  be  certified  by 

judge  before  auditing.' • 33 

in  District  of  Columbia,  collection  of  fees  of, 

from  private  parties. •  .34 

of  claims,  pay  of, ••••. ••....•  ...10 

in  Territories,  appointment  of. 34 

law  fixing  minimum  of  pay  at  five  hundred 

dollars  repealed. ••••.• ••34 

in  Connecticut,  payment  to 4 

in  South  Illinois, pay  of,  for  transcribing  records, 

24 

of  pursers  in  lieu  of  steward. 32 

pay  of. 32 

m  Departments,  additional  authorized.  .18,  23 
appropriations  for — see  title  of  Department, 
in  State  Department,  additional  pay  of.. . .  .20 

extra  in  land  offices,  allowance  for .23 

of  chief  astronomer 15 

Cleveland,  Ohio,  extension  of  public  building  at, 

46 

Coast  Survey,  appropriations  for 20,  22 

officers,  dbc,  of,  may  be  required  to  assist  in 
jnarking  theboundary  of  Washington  Terri- 
tory  • 15 

Cobiga,  salary  of  consul  at 1 ....  .28 

Collection    districts,  Hannibal,  Missouri,  and 
Peoria,  Illinois,  made  ports  of  delivery  in,  1 
Collectors  of  the  customs,  to  annex  to  clear- 
ances a  copy  of  tariif  of  consular  fees. . .  .29 
to  report  to  j^cretary  of  the  Treasury  all  re- 
ceipts for  consular  fees  and  a  statement  of 

all  certified  invoices. .  • .29 

Collins  steamers,  discontinuance  of  extra  pay 

to 27 

Columbus,  Ohio,  made  a  port  of  delivery. 3 

port  may  be  abolished 3 

surveyor  of  customs  at .3 

Commercial  agents,  consuls  or  consuls  general 

may  be  appointed  instead  of. ..27 

pay  of. 27,28 

Commercial  information.  President  may  require 
all  diplonuitic  and  consular  officers  to  trans- 
mit  29 

consular  officers  required  to  procure  and  trans- 
mit  40 

publication  of. 29 

to  be  communicated  to  Congress 40 

statistics  of  coastwise  commerce  to  be  reported 

annually....... 18 

Commissary  Qeneral,  appropriation  for    office 

of 18 

Commissioner  of  Pension^,  clerk  to  sign  bounty 

land  certificates  fbr 1 

appropriation  for  office  of. 17,  18 

Commissioners,  to  mark  boundary  between 
Washington  Territory  and  British  posses- 
sions, appointment  and  pay  of. 15 

may  appomt  a  secretary .15 

Commissioners  of  courts,  accounts  of,  to  be  cer- 
tified by  judge  before  auditing 33 

no  marshal  or  deputy  marshal  eligible  as  a,  34 
Commissioner  of  Customs ,  appropriation  for  office 

of ...17 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affiurs,  appropriation 

for  office  of. 17,  39 

CoBunissioner  of  Land  Claims  at  Vincennes, 
appointment,  duties,  and  pay  of. . . ..  .34,  35 

Commissioner  of  General  Land  Office,  appro- 
priation for  office  of.. 17, 18 

duties  of,  respecting  Vinccnnes  land  claims, 

34,35 
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Land  claims,  in  VinoenDet  iand  district,  seul^ 

ment  of. 34 

in  Cnlifornia,  pay  of  commitsioners  and  their 

a^nta 24 

Land  districts,  Vioceniics,  settlement  of  land 

claims  in.  ..••• * 34 

in  Minnesota,  two  additional  established.  ..9 
old  ones  to  embrace  certain  islands  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi   ••• 9 

Plattsburf^,  Missouri,  entry  of  lands  in.  •  •  • .  .8 
Qreensburff,  Louisiana,  graduation  of  price 

in 32 

Land  offices,  at  Kalamazoo,  Michigan,  and  Peo- 
ria, Illinois,  to  be  continued  temporarily. .  .1 

extra  clerks  in,  appropriation  for .23 

appropriations  for  expenses  of,  and  salaries  in, 

'  20 

at  Vinccnnes  retotablished. •  .35 

transfer  of  papers,  6lc.  ,  to. •  .35 

Land  surveys,  appropriations  for 22 

L^nds,  public,  grants  of,  for  railroads  to— 

Alabama ••.... 5,  6 

Florida 5 

Iowa •. .«. 3 

Louisiana. ••••.... 7 

Michigan.  ••« •••.7 

Mississippi 10 

Wisconsin 7 

prices  of  the  alternate  sections  doubled, 4, 7,8, 11 
act  respecting  suspended  entries  and  douns 

continued 8 

entry  of,  in  Plattsburg  district,  Missouri. . .  .8 
(Sec  Land  Clainis;  Lvnd  Districtt;  Land  Cffiees; 
Land  Surveys.) 

tiUos  in  Prairie  au  Chien  confirmed 12 

military  reservations  in  Florida  to  be  sold,  22 
appropriation  for  collecting  revenue  from. ..20 
graduation  of  price  of,  in  Groensburg  district, 

Louisiana •• .  .32 

adjustment  of  claims  at  Vincennes 34 

duties  at  Vincennes  transferred  from  trustees 

to  common  council .6 

Lanthala,  salary  of  consul  at 28 

La  Plata,  the,  appropriation  to  publish  the  ex- 
ploration of. 32 

La  Kochellc,  salary  of  consul  at ....27 

Leavenworth^  Selh  M.,  act  fot  relief  of. 25 

Leeds,  salary  of  consul  at»...... ...27 

Legation,  secretary  of,  assistant   may  be  ap- 
pointed at  London  and  Paris 27 

may  administer  oaths,  and  act  as  notaries.  .30 

general  act  respecting ..«•••.......  .27 

Le^honi,  salary  of  consul  at. .  •  •  • 27 

Lcipsic,  salary  of  consul  at......... 27 

Library,  of  Congress,  appropriation  for 16 

pay  of  officers  of 5 

of  Attorney  General,  appropriation  for. .  *  •  .19 

of  President,  appropriation  for .53 

Light-Houso  Board,  appropriation  for 17 

Light-house  establishment,   appropriations  for, 

and  for  Army  officers  in 21 

Light-houses,  &c.,  general  appropriation  bill  for 

construction  of,  for  1857 .25 

Alabama 26 

California 26 

Chesapeake  Bay 21 

Connecticut. •  •  •. .  .25 

Delaware .••••-..••.•.•••• 25 

Delaware  Bay....... 25 

Florida 21,  26 

Greorgia • 26 

Louisiana »...21,  26 

Maine 21,  25,  26 

Maryland •  •  •• 25 

Massachusetts 21,  25,  26 

Michigan .26 

Mississippi.  •  • ..  • • •  ..26 

New  Jersey .25 

New  York 25 

Ohio 26 

Pennsylvania 26 

Rlrode  Ifiland 25 

South  Carolina. 26 

Texas 26 

Virginia 26 

Washing^ton  Territory • 26 

Wisconsin • .26 

discontinuance  of  sundry,  in — 

Louisiana. ..;... •  •  .26 

Maine 26 

Massachusetts •••.  .26 

New  York .26 

Ohio .26 

Burveys  of  sites  for., • « •  •• 26 


Liverpool,  salary  of  consul  at.  .......••«  ••••27 

London,  salary  of  consul  at.. 27 

assistant  secretary  of  legation  in. 27 

Louisiana,  grant  of  land  to,  for  railroads 7 

Lyons,  salary  of  consul  at 27 

M. 

Madison,  James,  appropriation  for  publishing 

papers  of. • ^ 

Magazines,  appropriations  for 23,  33 

MaHis,  payments  to  Jacob  Hall  and  Gkorge  H. 

Giddings,  for  carrying  the 25 

appropriation  bill  for  carrying,  for  1856-57, 24 
transportation  of,  over  thie  Isthmus  of  Pana- 
ma   27 

settlement  of  accounts  of  Carmick  and  Ramsey, 

for.  carrying 25 

contracts  with  Jacob  Hall  and  George  H.  Gid- 
dings, for  carrying,  to  be  annulled..  •  •  •  •  .25 
to  be  cairied  at  Government  terms  over  the 
railroads  in  the  following  States  to  which 
grants  of  land  are  made,  viz: 

Alabama .^ 6,7 

Florida  ...• .....•..•••r ....6 

Iowa ••! • .4 

Louisiana. • ...•••••  .7 

AUCHigan  •...••••. •••.............•..c 

Mississippi .10 

Wisconsin • 7 

(See  Post  Office  Department.) 

Malaga,  salary  of  oonsul  at .27 

Manchester,  salary  of  consul  at 27 

Maps,  of  Indian  territories,  appropriation  for,  39 

appropriation  for  purchase  of  Dr.  Khol's. .  .16 

Marahan  Island,  Brazil,  salary  of  consul  at. .  .28 

Marine  Band,  pay  of. 20 

Marine  barracks,  appropriation  for 32 

Marine  Corps,  appropriations,  for 32 

gas  for  quarters  of. .33 

Marine  hospitals,  appropriations  for.  • 21 

completion  of,  at— 

Evansville 21 

Cralena 21 

Mobile 21 

Natchez 21 

New  Orleans • .22 

St.  Louis 21 

St.  Marks 22 

Marshals,  accounts  of,  to  be  certified  by  judge 

before  auditing.  ........••.•••.••• 33 

ineligible  as  oommissioners  of  courts 33 

not  entitled  to  witness  fees. • . . « .  .33 

appropriations  for  salaries  of •••...  .19 

Marseilles,  salary  of  consul  at. 27 

Matamoras^  salary  of  consulat. ..•••.  .28 

Matanza8,«akury  of  consul  at.... .27 

Mauritius,  salary  of  consul  at. •  .27 

Medical  department,  in  the  Army,  act  for  the  in- 
crease of  the • 40 

additional  surgeons  and  assistants  for 40 

pay  of  soldiers  in  the  .••••■ • 40 

Melbourne,  salary  of  consul  at...  •.•••• 27 

Menoraonees  appropriations  for  the 36,  37 

Messengers,  electoral,  appropriation  for 22 

in  departments,  number  and  pay  of. 46 

Messina,  salary  of  consul  at.. 27 

Mexico,  salary  of  Minister  to .27 

consul  at • 27 

Miamies,  appropriations  for  the 37 

Michigan,  grant  of  land  to,  for  a  railroad 7 

Military  Acadoroy,. appropriation  bill  for 2 

pay  of  sundry  officers  and  men  at •  • . .  .2 

copy  of  public  documents  to  be  annually  fur- 
nished to 2 

Military  reservations,  in  the  State  of  Florida, 

maybe  sold » 22 

Milwaukee,  extension  of  public  buildings  at.  .46 

Minnesota,  appropriation  for 5, 19,  23 

land  districts  in 9 

road  from  Fort  Ridgley  into  South  Pass 9 

appropriation  for  Indian  service  in 39 

Mint,  appropriations  for  the .19,  21 

at  San  Francisco,  appropriation  for. 21 

Miscellaneous  claims,  appropriation  for. 20 

Mississippi,  ^rant  of  lands  to,  for  railroads. .  .10 

Mississippi  river,  appropriation  for  improyement 

of,  at  Southwest  Pass  and  Pass  a  1 'Outre,  8 

Missourias,  appropriations  for  the 37 

Molalas,  appropriation  for  the 39 

Monrovia,  salary  of  commercial  agent  at 28 

Montevideo,  salary  of  consul  at. 28 

Moscow,  salary  of  consul  at.  •••••••••.....  .27 

Munich,  salary  of  consul  at 27 

Munsecs, appropriation  for  the* •••• ••••38 


N. 

Names  of  ressels,  Secretary  cff  Treasaryaather* 

ized  to  permit  change  of. I 

Naples,  salary  of  consul  at..  •••....• 27 

Nashville,  public  buildings  at .........21 

Nassau,  salary  of  consul  at 37 

Navaioes,  appropriation  for  the 37 

Naval  Academy,  appropriation  for  the. ... ...33 

Naval  hospitals,  appropriations  for 33 

Naval  Observatory,  appropriation  for  the 33 

Navy, general  appropriation  bill  for  1856-57.. 33 

pay • 33 

provisions. .33 

vessels •••..... .33 

fuel  and  hemp ....33 

ordnance,  dec,  and  arms. .•••..*••• 32 

contingencies. .33 

publishing  La  Plata  exploration  and  surveyi 
of  Behnng's  Straits  expeditions.. ^ 

Sursers'  clerks • .^ 
larine  Corps ».••••.. 33 

for  quarters  of. 33 

marine  barracks ••..... .33 

navy-yards ••«.......• 33, 33 

naval  hospitals .33 

naval  magazines ••..•........• .33 

naval  observatory. • 33 

nautical  instruments .33 

maps,  charts,  surveys,  dee 33 

Naval  Academy • .33 

Nautical  Almanac •....•. 33 

Stevens  war  steamer. 33 

basin  and  railway  at  San  Francisco.  ••....  .33 

coal  depot  at  Key  West.' 33 

gas  for  auarters  of  Marine  Corps 33 

pay  of  tne  officers  in  the  Behring's  Straits  ex* 

pedition 31 

Navy  Department,  appropriations  for  offices  of 

the .:..: .....18,19 

Navy-yards,  apprppriations  for 33, 33 

Nautical  Almanac,  appropriation  for  the 33 

Nautical  intruments,  appropriation  for 33 

Nebraska,  appropriation    for   road   from  Fort 

Ridgley  to  South  Pass,  in 9 

appropriation  for  ^neral  expenses  of. 19 

Neutraltty,  appropriation  for  maintaining  acts 

respecting •• .33 

New  Mexico,  salary  of  Governor  of. 5 

appropriation  for  Indian  service  in 39 

appropriation  for  general  expenses  of. .... .19 

survey  of  boundary  with  Texas 32 

New   Orleans,  appropriation  for  custom-hoafe 

at 31 

New  York  city,  appropriation  for  the  post-office 

in 31 

Now  York  Indians,  appropriations  for  the. .. .36 

Ningpo,  salary  of  consul  at 37 

Nisauallys,  appropriations  for  the.  •  •  •  •  • 37 

Norfolk  custom-house,  appropriation  for 23 

proceeds  of  the  sale  of  old,  to  be  paid  into  the 

Treasury 22 

Northeast  executive  building,  appropriation  for 

purposes  of. 16 

Nortnwest  executive  building,  appropriation  for 

purposes  of. 18 

Notaries,  secretaries  of  legations  and  consular 
officers  may  act  as  ...*. ••••••  .....30 

0. 

Oaths,  consular  officers  may  administer  ..... .30 

Ocean  steamers,  appropriation  bill  for  1856-57,27 

extra  compensation  of  Collins  line  to  be  dis- 
continued .•••• '27 

Odessa,  salary  of  consul  at •••..27 

Ogdensburg,  public  building  at 24 

Omahas  appropriation  for  the .37 

Omoa,  salary  of  consul  at • 28 

Oporto,  salary  of  consul  at 27 

Ordnance,  appropriation  for  Navy. ..32 

appropriation  tor  office  of  colonel  of 18 

Oregon,  examination  into  expenses  of  suppress- 
ing Indian  hostilities  in 24 

appropriation  for  general  expenses  of. 19 

for  Indian  service  in.  .••••...••• 39 

Osages,  appropriations  for  the. 4 . . .  .^ 37, 39 

Oswego,  public  buildisgs  at • ...  .21 

Ottawas,  appropriation  for  the. 37 

Ottoes,  appropriation  for  the •• . .  J7 

P. 

Pacific  railroad,  publication  of  exploration  cod- 

cerning  a. ••..•...•.... 4 

PaitS,  salary  of  consul  at.  •• « • 2d 

Palermo,  salary  o£  consul  at.  • ...•••••  •27 


Soulhampton,  (alary  of  consul  at. -37 

South  Carolina,  courUiQii 1^ 

Souiheaat  Extcutin  building,  appropriauon  for 
Ih* » 

SouUiweBt  Exeeudve  building,  appropnauon  for 

SoUlhweit  Pasa  of  the  Miuiaaippi,  appropriBtion 

for  improvament  of, 8 

Spain,  aalarT  of  Minister  to 3T 

feezzia.aalary  or  consul  at 27 

Cku-ingfield,  ininois,  public  buildings  at 34 

^MsachusetU,  aalo  or  exchange  of  lauda  of 

annory  at ....>.,. W 

Spunk,  payment  to 

St.  CtaitFlnU,  Michigan, 

St.  Croix,  salarr  of  consul  at hi 

St.  Domingo  city,  salary  of  cotnmercial  ageot 

St.  Mary's  river,  improvement  of  flats  of...  •>  .8 
8l.  Paul  de  Xrftanda,  salary  of  commeTcial  agent 
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iBices 
.8,13 

Barrey,  land,  appropriatiDD*  for 2S 

of  coast-^ee  Ceott  Survey, 
of  boundaries — see  Bnmaary. 
Bufpeodedentrieasnil  claims,  act  raspecling,  eon. 

tinued i 

T. 

TabMco,  lalary  of  consul  at 3E 

Tahiti,  aahiy  of  conaul  at 3£ 

TalcohuBno,  •alarr  of  consul  at 3£ 

Tampico,  aalary  of  consul  at. 2£ 

Tangiera,  salary  of  consul  aL tn 

Tax,  for  schools  in   Georgetown,  (District  of 

Columbia)  •• '" 

fat  schools  in  WoshingtoQ  county,  (Dislri 

Columbia) 13 

Tenneaaee,  courw  in 1,8 

Territories,  appropriations  for  the 5,  19 

■easiona  of  courts  in,  how  fixed 33 

derliB  of  courts  in,  how  appointed 34 

Texa4,  (urrey  of  bouadary  of,  with  New  McX' 

extenaion  .of  time  for  creditors  of,  to  present 

their  clfUlDB ^. 4G 

appropriation  for  Indian  service  in 39 

Third  Auditor,  apptopriation  for  office  of.. . .  .17 

?oledo,  Ohio,  public  building  at 22 
opographical  engineers,  appropriation  for  office 

of  colonel  of. IB 

Treasurer,  appropriation  far  offiEe  of. ...17 

assistant,  appropriation  for-... 19 

Trsaaury  Deportment,  appropriations  for,  16,  17 

•ppropriaiuns  for  deficiencies  of. 4 

•ddiiional  clerks  in,  authorized..........    "" 

to  report  coastwise  commerce 

messengers  and  laborers  in 

Treasury  extension,  appropriatioQ  for 23 

Treasury,  Secretary  of~-see  Secrttary. 

Trialte,  salary  of  conaul  at 

Trinidad  de  Cuba,  salary  of  consul  at.. .... 

Trip<di,talary  of  consul  at , 


'Tumbez,  salary  of  consul  at 38 

Tunis,  aolaHT  oF  conaul  at 27 

Turka  Island,  salary  of  consul  at 37 

U. 

Umpqaas,  appropriAtion  for  the 38 

ntah,  appropriation  for ■  ■ , ....  .19 

apropriation  for  Indian  aeTvice  in 39 
is,  appropriatioDS  for  the. 39 

Utica,  public  building  at. • 39 

V. 
Valparaiso,  salary  of  consul  at.. ,....«....  .37 

Venice,  salary  of  consul  at 27 

Vem  Cruz,  salary  of  coosul  at .27 

Vermont,  pavment  to,  of  cxpenaesin  preaerring 

neut/^ty  in  1838, 1839 M 

Vice  Consul*,  appointment  of. 28 

Vienna,  salary  *□?  consul  at 3T 

Vincennes,  tnnsftr  of  duties  to  Common  Council 

of e 

settlement  of  land  claims  in  diatrict  of. 34 

Virginia,  courts  in .8 

Voting,  relations  respecting,  in  Georgetown, 
District  of  Columbia.. 11 

regulations  respecting,  in  Washington 5 

W. 
War,  Deportment  of,  appropriation  for  the. ..18 

additional  clerks  in,  authorized 30 

messengers  in ; 

War,  Secretary  of — see  Secrtlory. 
Washington  aqueduct,  appraprialion  for.,., 
Waahinglon,  city  of,  voting  in S 

salary  of  chaplain  of  Penitentiary  in. . . .  ■  J14 

jurisdiction    of,   extended    over   Navy-Yard 

bridge 31 

Washington,  county  of,  general  Oct  respecting 

schools  in 12 

Woabington  Infirmary,  appropriation  for,  23, 
Washington  Terri to ly,  appropriations  for.... 

appropriations  for  Indian  service  in. ...... . 

survey  of  northern  boundary  of. 

Weas,  appropriation  for  tha 

Welt  Point — see  Jditilary  ^cadaan. 
White,  Nixon,  settlement  of  accounts  of ...  ■ 
Wind  and  Current  Charts,  appro priationa for, . . 
Winnebagoes, appropriations  for  the.. ...  JG,39 
Windsor,  (Vermont,')  public  building  at. ....  .34 

Wisconsin,  grant  of  land  to,  for  railroads 7 

Witneaaes,  number  to  be  taxed  before  commis- 
sioners limited JS 

officers  of  court  not  to  have  feea  «s 34 

Woods,  Henry,  payment  to iiS 

Wrecks,appropriat]onforrewaTding  rescue  from, 
10 

Wyondols,  appropriation  for  the. .39 

Z. 
ZoDxibw,  salary  of  codsoIol 38 


Adams,  Isaac,  extension  of  patents  of.... 51, 
Albritton,  Ridiard,  authorized  to  locate  cartt 

land 

Altenbnrg,  William,  authorized  to  enter  certain 

lands SI 

B. 
Babcoek,  Charles  P.,  adjustment  of  accounts  of, 
49 

Bsird,  Thomas  H.,  nymenllo .53 

Beaugrand,  Isadore  D.,  poyment  to 48 

Berry,  Betijamin,  penaion  of. 54 

BidamoD,  Emma,  payment  to. 

Blount,  Sarah,  pension  of. 

Bowen,  Nancy,  pension  of,. .........54 

Brothers,  Two,  the,  payment  of  fishing  bounty 

of. 49 

Browning,  Mrs.  Lewright,  half  pey  continued  to, 

C. 
Cabargo,  the,  register  or  enrollment  to  iasns  to,  47 

Connoa,  Mrs.  OlivloW.,  payment  to 51 

Clark,  Jonathan,  payment  to ...Kl 

Columbian  Harmony  Society,  authorized  to  sell 

0  certain  aquare  of  ground " 

investment  of  proceeds  of  the  gale 

Columbia  Library  of  Capitol  Hill,  charter  of,  50 
Columbia's  Library  for  Young  Men,  charter  of, 
50, 51 
Collier,  Eliza  S.,  confirmed  in  land  claim... 
Cook,  ItMC,  payment  to 


Ciitwford,  John,  authoriied  to  locate  certafai  for. 

feitedland  stock ^ 41 

Cunninghom,  F.  A.,  allowance  in  accounts  of.M 

D. 
Deveni,  William,  authorized  to  enter  eettsia 

Davidson,  James, pension  of. .54 

Decatur,  Bason,  pension  of. .51 

Dodsan,  Jacob,  poytnentto 47 

Doland,  Daniel,  pension  of. 51 

DoDimon,  Talbot  C,  land  title  of,  confirmed.  J>3 

Drinkwater,  West,  payment  to .S3 

Duncan,  John,  payment  to S3 

Dnncoo,  Kingsbury,  pnyment  to...........  JS 

Duncan,  Samuel,  payment  to J) 

E. 
Easton,  Langdon  C. ,  settleDHnt  of  aecomtta  of,  4T 
Glaton,-Amoa  B.,  allowance  in  occounls  of.  ...59 
Echo,  the,  register  to  issue  to ...-.47 


Gibbons,  Francia  A.,  payment  to.  .....,..■■.53 

Qoggin,  James  M.,  construction  of  act  forreUef 

of 51 

Goodwin  Amaziah,  pension  of.. ...SS 

Gordon,  David,  settlement  of  accounts  of. ....  43 

Gunially,  Nancy  M.,  pension  of. 53 

H. 
Hail,  Dr.  William  P.  A.,  adjustment  of  dais 

of .55 

Holsey,  Rebecca,  pension  of. 51 

Harris,  Levi  C,  pension  of, S3 

Hart,  Albert,  pension  of. 53 

Hatdi,  Captain  J.  P., allowance  inaccouots  of,49 
Hax,  Christian,  amendment  of  record  of  Data- 

rsliiatioo  of. IT 

Hebrew  Congregation  in  Washington,  rights  of 

Christian  churches  extended  to 43 

Hibemia,  the,  name  changed  to  Victor  of  the 

Wav 47 

Hin,  Joseph,  pension  of SO 

Homer,  Mrs.  L.  Jane,  grant  of  land  in  Oregon 

to  her  and  her  children tS 

Hunt,  James  M.,  poyment  to  for  moil  service, 53 
payment  to  for  rescuing  mails,  &c.,  on  tbs 

Bouihemer St 

I. 
Interior,  Secretary  of  the,  to  faraish  the  Cdom- 
bia  Lilxary  of  Capitol  Hill  with  certain 

books  annually. ...........SO 

J. 

Jahnson.EdwBrd  P., adjustment  of  account  of,55 

K. 

Kelly,  Francis  E.,  payment  to J3 

King,  Robert,  auit  on  official  bond  of,  to  be  dis- 
missed on  payment  of  balance  due . .  .53 

adJuBtmfent  of  accounts  of .S3 

Kintxing,  Abraham,  payment  to.. ..........  J3 

L. 
La  Fonte,  Benjamin,  authorized  to  enter  certain 

land Ji 

Lanb,  John  Y.,  increased  salary  of,  when  to 

commence 55 

Londa,  public,  provisions  respecting,  in  tkfot 
of— 

Albritton,  Riehanl 50 

Altenbarg,  William 51 

Collier,  EKza  S JS 

Crawford,  John 41 

Davem,  WUIiam 1 51 

Douaman,  Talbot  C 53 

Faulk,  Hannibal 55 

Homer,  L.  Jane 48 

La  Fonts,  Benjomhi .SI 

Laafeor,  Ambrose .53 

I>irivie,  Lottis 51 

Livingston,  Rsndall  D 49 

Minnesota....... ....51 

Mitchell,  Robert. 51 

Newington,  Carolme 49 

Pisenn,  C^hise 49 

Scoti,  Bomtiel 49 

Scriber,  Abraham  H .55 

Seriber,  Bemamin ii 

Schber.UaiyA ; 55 
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tjuAB^  public,  proTiaions  respebtiiig,  in  Kktdr 

Scribe,  WOfiam  J.  d 55 

SmitB,  Joseph.  .•........••.••• 53 

8t.  Louis,  oc,  railroaa •  • .  ..48 

Wallace,  Cezaire •••.•• 52 

Waadesirand,  Joseph .50 

Lanftar,  Ambrose,  laiid  iBurveyi  feonfirmedto,  54 
LariTie»LouiiB,  authorized  to  enter  celrtain  land,  51 

LarnJiee,  Sarah,  pension  of. ; 54 

Library,  Cohimbia,  of  Capitol  Hill,  incorpo- 
rated  ,....50 

Colnmbiat  ibr  young  men,  incorporated.  • .  .50 
Lindsay,  Captain  WiBiam,  payment  ot^  Arrears 

of  pension  to  child  of.. • 49 

lino.  Bars.  Elisabeth  E.  A.  R.,  payment  to,  for 
distributee  of  Cplonel  WilUam  linn. ...  .47 

Little,  Josiah  S.,  payinent  to.  •••••. 54 

Lifineaton,  Randall  D.,  land  claim  of,  confirmed, 

s  49 

Lomax,  Elizabeth  V.,  payment  io,  of  arrears  of 

pension  of  William  Lindsay 49 

Lonnsbury,  Nathan  M.,  payment  of  arrears  df 
pension  to.  ••.«»•.« 54 

Iff. 

llanaw^  William  M.  P:,  alhiwance  in  accounts 

of 47 

payment  to • ,..•...••.••.•47 

costract  with,  for  mail  servioie  annulled.. . .  .47 

Maher,  Biidget,  seulement  of  claim  of •  • 51 

Maiy ,  the,  payment  of  fishing  bounty  of 49 

MeCfleUand,  Norwood,  payment  to,  for  detention 

of  the  steamer  New  World 53 

lleltttoeh,  payment  io,  on  ekims  of  John  Clutes 

and  Jacob  Hart 54 

McKaJefat^  Mrs.  M.  E.,  pension  of.  •••.••••  .50 

McNeil,  Elisha  B.,  pension  of • .... .54 

Mercer,  Joshua,  pension  of. •  ^  T.  ••  .52 

Minnesota,  nchool  lands  6f,  in  ISeu  of  those  gmnted 

to  B.  La  Fonte  and  others .51 

Minnie,  the,  name  of  the  Vigie  changed  to...  .46 
Mitchell,  Robert,   authorized  to  enter  certain 

land ...•; ;51 

Monmoodi,   the,  register  to  issue  to  the  st. 

Harlampy,  under  the  name  of. 46 

N. 

Napier,  B.  A.,  payment  to 25 

Newington,  Mrs.  Caroline,  authorized  to  enter 

certain  land ..49 

New  World,  the,  payment  for  detention  of..  .^ 
Nugent,  John,  pension  of. •  •  •  .48 

O. 

Olive  Branch,  the,  payment  of  fishing  bounty 
of. 49 


P. 

FalnTer,  Alpheus  T.,  increase  of  pension  of..  .^2 

Patent  of  Isaac  A^bLms  extendeo *  •  .^ .  .51 

Pendleton,'  John  S.,  payment  to •  .48 

Penaions,  acts  respecting,  in  fayor  of — 

Berry,  Benjamin. *.. •••*JSA 

Blount,  Sarah ; .53 

Bowen,  Nancy.  ..••••• •  • .  .54 

Davidson,  James •..••••54 

Decatui*,  Susan • ...32 

Doiand,  Daniel ; ; - .  • .  •  .51 

Goodwin,  Atnazi^ ; • .. . i .. •  •  .52 

Gunsally,  Nancy  M i. .....53 

Halsey,  Rebecca.  • . » ; • 54 

Harris,  Levi  C. .  • 52 

Hart,  Albert « ^ 

Hill,  Joseph SO 

Lannabee,  Sarah.. •• ...54 

jLiOmaz*,  £«.  T^. ...••..•■•■.....*..... .4^ 

Lounsbury,  Nathan  M.. •  •  •  •- 54 

McKnight,  M.  E 50 

McNeiT,  fenzaB 54 

Nugent,  John .48 

Palmer,  Alpheus  T 52 

Porter,  Samuel  B ». .52 

Powers,  Morris 52 

Price,  Jacob .49 

Richmond,  Lyman  M. .  • .53 

Tinman,  Mary  E ^.47 

Weatherford,  Nancy .^ 51 

Whipple,  Betay 52 

Wilkinson,  Ansel 51 

Pisaros,  Cephise,  land  claim  of, confirmed. . .  .49 
Pitlman,  Dempaey,  settlement  of  accounts  of,  52 

Poe,  John,  payment  to 54 

Porter,  Samuel  B.,  pension  of. • 52 

Pow^n,  J.  R.,  payment  to,  for  extra  iiiail  ser- 
vice  .•••..•• ....51 

Powers,  Morris, pension  ofk... ....53 

Pricie,  Jacob,  pension  of. ...  • •  •  •  •  .49 

R. 

Randall,  Daniel,  payment  to  executor  of.  • .  •  .53 

Rankin,  Anthony,  payment  to. .54 

Richmond',  Lyman  M.,  pension  to  widow  of,  53 

Robinson,  Lert,pa3rmcnt  of  fishing  bounty  to,  49 

Rooker,  Jabez  B.,  adjustment  of  accounu  of.  .53 

payment  of  balance  due  to  his  surviving  chil- 

oren 53 

S. 

Scott,  Samuel^  adjuftieaiion  of  datm  of  heilrs  of, 
to  a  bounty  land  warrant.. 49 

Scranton,  John  H.,  payment  to,  for  mail  sen- 
vice.. •••52 

for  rescuingr  mails,  Ac,,  on  the  Southerner,  54 

Scriber,  Abnuiam  H.,  land  title  of,  confirmed,  55 


Scriber,  Benjamin,  land  title  confirmed  to  heirs 

df 55 

Scriber,  Mary  Ann,  land  title  oonfirmed.  •  • .  •  .55 
Scriber, William  J.  C,  land  title  of,  confirmed,  55 
Secretary  of  the  Interior— see  IiUericr» 

Shaw,  John,  payment  to 48 

Bhepard,  Pefaitiaht  payment  to »..d4 

Simins,  Colonel  Charles,  adjustment  of  accounts 

of 48 

Smith,  Joseph,  authortsBed  to  locate  certain  land, 

52 
Southwestern  and  Muskogee  railroaid,  bid  of,  for 

mail  service  to  be  corrected.** 55 

St.  Harlampy,  the,  register  to  iMue  to,  under  the 

oameot  theMonraooth..*. ..••56 

St.  Louis  and  Iron  Mountsui  railroad,  right  of 

way  granted  to.».^ ....^^ 48 

St.  Thomas's  Litsimry  Sodety,  chartei*  of . . .  .47 

Stearns,  Charles,  payment  to.k«. «....51 

Strader,  Charles M.,  settlement  of  aoeo«nt*  of,  55 
payment  to  Mary  B.  Strederb.**.v..*....k55 

T. 

Tax,  none  to  be  levied  on  property  of  Cc^umbia's 

Library  for  young  men .50 

Taylor,  ^ranck,  payment  to. ..•.•••. 54 

Thompson,  James,  payment  to,  of  balance  due 

the  late  £).  P.  Johnson 55 

Thompson,  Zadock,  payment  to.. .49 

Tillman*  Mary, E.,  pension  of.. ••••»•*»••... 47 
Todd,  Samuel  P.,  payment  to......  .^..•••..48 

Tropic  Bird,  the,  register  to  issue  to 48 

exempted  from  tonnage  duty .18 

Tucker,  John,  payment  to .54 

Turner,  Mrs.  Ann,  payment  to 53 

Two  Brothers,  the,  payment  of  fishing  bounty 
of ^.«.. • 49 


Walbach,  John  B.,  extra  compensation  to.  •  •  .53 
Wallace,  Cezaire,  land  alum  of,  confirmed.. .52 
Wanderer,  the,  payment  of  fish  in?  bounty  of,  49 
Wandestrand,  Joseph,  l&nd  title  of, confirmed,  50 

Weatherford,  Nanc]^  pension  of •  •  .51 

Whipple,  Betsey,  pension  of. .52 

Whipple,  Caotam  Joseph  H.,  allowance  in  ac- 
counts or.  • «...  • 49 

Wilkinson,  Ansel,  pension  of . .  • .51 

Wozencroft,  Oliver  William,  settlement  of  ac- 
counts of. • .55 

V. 

Victor  of  the  Wave,  the,  name  of  the  Hibernia 

changed  to » .47 

Vigie,  the  name  of,  changed  to  The  Minnie. .  .47 

Z. 

Zadock  Pratt,  the,  register  to  issue  to .47 
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A. 

Adfatant  General,  appropriation  for  office  of.  .57 

Appropriation  for  Army— see  Jirmif. 
lor  i^powder  for  the  Pacific  coast 3 

Arctic  expedition,  officers  of,  allowed  to  accept  a 
testimonial  from  the  British  Qovemment,  57 

Armories, appropriation  for .••••.. .57 

Army,  general  appropriation  bill  for  1856-57,  56 

recnutinr^. •  • 56 

pay... .7. 56 

eoouButations • • 56 

subsistence • ....56 

clothing .......56 

equipage 56 

quartermaster's  department .56 

bsrrscksand  quarters • ....56 

traveling  expenses 56 

tfasspofftation 56 

kors4. 56 

contiageodea. .  •  • ....• 57 

■edical  and  hospital  departments 57 

ofiee  expenses • 57 

^  sroMaiient  of  fortifications.... ••..57 

ordaanceand  atores ••.....•57 

kerseequipmenta..  •...••.. ..»•••• 57 

■nss .57 

l«ttiag  Bartow's  rifie  cannon ..•••57 


Army — Continued* 

arsenals.. • ..57 

new,  in  Texas 57 

New  Mexico • 57 

armories 57 

magazines... • 57 

(SUifornia •«. . .  .57 

New  Mexico..... •• 57 

Oregon 57 

Texas 57 

Washington  Territory  •  • 57 

military  surveys,  Ac. .57 

instruments 57 

surveys  of  lakes 57 

Post  Office  extension .^ .... .57 

arrearages .57 

Florida  volunteers 57 

Arms,  appropriation  for •  •  •  •  •  .57 

Arsenals,  appropriations  for .  • 57 

B. 
Bache,  Alexander  D.,  authorized  to  accept  a  gold 

medal  from  Sweden 57 

Barlow,  Thomas   H.,  rifle  cannon   of,  to   be 

tested 57 

Barracks,  appropriations  for ••  •  •  • 57 

C. 
Cannon,  testing  of  Barlow's  rifle .57 


Commanding  Qeneral,  appropriation  for  office 
of 57 

Congress,  election  of  Representative  to,  in  Del- 
aware  • .57 

Custom-house  in  San  Francisco,  appropriation 
for  roads  near.... •.•••.^..•56 

D. 

Delaware,  time  for  electing  Representative  to 
Congress  in  .••••• 57 

E. 

Election  of  Representative  from  Delaware,  time 

of 57 

Exequaturs  of  constds,  revocation  of— see  Conavls. 

P. 

Florida  volunteers,  appropriation  for ^.57 

Fortifications,  appropriation  for  armament  of,  57 

H 

Harrison,  James  F.,  authorized  to  accept  a  gold 

medsifrom  France 57 

Horses  for  the  Army,  appropriation  for. 56 

Hospitals,  marine,  at  Cincinnati,  appropriation 

for 56 

appropriation  for,  in  Army ^-SS 
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Kane,  Dr.  Elisha  K.,  authorized  to  accept  teeti- 
monial  from  British  Gbyemment  for  the 
Arctic  expedition . .  •  •  • 57 

L. 

liakea,  murey  of,  appropriation  for.  •..•....  .57 

M. 

Magazioee»  af^ropriationi  for,  in — 

California • 57 

Nev  Mexico. .  •  • .  • •  • .57 

Oregon • •• 57 

Texas 57 

Washington  Territory 57 

Marine  hpspital  at  Cincinnati,  appropriation 
for ....• .......56 

Maury,  Lieutenant  M.  F.,  authorized  to  accept 

Kid  medals  from  Bremen,  Holland,  and 
ussia. • •  .57 

Medals,  the  following  officers  authorized  to  ac- 
cept, from  foreign  Grovernments: 

Arctic  expedition,  officer  of. 57 

Bache,A.  D • 57 

Kane,  E.  K 57 

Harrison,  J.  F.. .57 

Williamson,  T 57 

O. 
Ordnance,  appropriations  for 57 

P. 
Post  Office  extension,  appropriation  for  • ....  .57 

R. 

Resolute,  the,  to  be  purchased,  repaired,  and 
returned  to  the  British  Groyernment.  •  •  ••  .57 


S. 


Surreys,  military,  appropriation  for. 
of  tne  lakes,  appropriation  for. . .  • . 


.57 
.57 


appropnauon 

W. 

Williamson,  Thomas,  authprized  to  accept  a  gold 
medal  from  France. .57 


PRITATB. 

A. 
Aocardl,  Salvador,  pension  of. ; .59 

B. 

Broutin,  Ma^^alene,  land  claim  of  heirs  and  rep- 
resentatives of,  con£rmed ••••«58 

C. 

Chase,  Captain  William  H.,  allowance  in  ac- 
counts of. .59 

Cobb,  Ursula  E.,  pension  of. 57 

Conolly,  John,  pension  of. 57 

Cozzens,  Williajn  B.,  payment  to .58 

D. 

Delino,  Ignacio,  land  claim  of  heirs  and  repre- 
sentatives of,  confirmed. 58 

Dickson,  Abner,  pension  of. •  .58 

G. 

GK>rdon,  Thomas,  payment  to  representatives 
of 59 

H. 

Hall,  Calvin,  payment  to,  as  assignee  of  William 
Jones 58 

Hemkin,  Bernard,  heirs,  Ac.,  of,  authorized  to 
locate  certain  land  in  Louisiana 57 

Humphreys,  William,  Jr.,  payment  of  fishing 


bounty  to. 


J. 


Jarvis,  Charles  E.,  allowance  in  accounts  of.  .58 

Jones, Captain  T.  Ap  Catesby,  pavment  to.  ..58 

Jones,  Wuliam,  payment  to  C.  Hall,  assignee 

of • . .  .58 

K. 

King,  Pevton  G.,  allowance  in  accounts  of.  •  .58 
Kussmaul,  Rudolf,  pension  of. 58 

L. 

Lands,  public,  acts  respecting,  in  fhvor  of-» 
Broutin,  Magdalene 58 


.58 


.58 


Lands,  public,  acts  respecting,  in  favor  of— C9»> 
Hnved» 

Delmo,  Ignacio. . .  • •  .56 

Hemkin,  Bernard. .  • .57 

Lindsay,  James ........•• 58 

Moro,M.G- -58 

Reggio,  Louis 58 

Wbitaker,  Rebecca 58 

Whitaker,  Ruhama 58 

Lindsay,  James,  land  location  of,  confirmed.  .59 

M. 

Mitchell,  Edmund,  pension  of. .56 

Moro,  Manuel  Gonzales,  representatives  of,  au- 
thorized to  enter  lands  in  Missouri.. 56 

N. 
Na^,  John,  payment  to ••••••••• 

O. 
Otis,  John,  payment  to.  •  • .  •  •. « 

P. 

Pensions,  acts  respecting,  in  fkvor  of— 

Accardi,  Salvador -. 59 

Cobb,  Ursula  E 57 

Conolly,  John 57 

Dickson,  Abner. • .58 

Kussmaul,  Rudolf. '•....  .58 

Mitchell,  Edmund 58 

Robedeau,  Antoine. .•••• .59 

Waldo,  Daniel 58 

R. 

Reggio,  Louis,  land  title  confirmed  to  heirs  and 

representatives  of.««*......«M 59 

Robedeau,  Antoine,  pension  of. •  .59 

Robinson,  Henry  L.,  payment  to •  •  .56 

T. 

Todd,  J.  W.,  allowance  in  accounts  of.. .  •  •  •  .59 

W. 

Waldo,  Daniel,  increase  of  pension  of. ...  •  ..58 
Whitaker,  Rebecca,  reversion  relinquished  to,  58 
Whitaker,  Ruhama,  life  estate  connrmed  to.  •  56 


Psge  TSSk,  cohmm  3,  in  Mr.  fU?en'i  rcmirin,  4di  line,  tor 
"  I  ibink  ii  aeoordinf  ,**  resd  « I  Uitnk  ii  not  acconlinf  .** 

Psge  917,  eoloma  1, 6th  lint,  for  "Thii  is  espedilly  the 
owe,"  ^e.,  resd.^This  is  espeeisilyfo  he  avoided  in  a 
case,"  ^c. 

Psge  965,  colmnn  SI,  near  middle  of  die  colanm,  for  **  San- 
dusky,"  read  "  Kmdtukaeg.** 

Page  1431,  colonui  l,8ch  line  firom  the  boctmn,  for  "  qnaTs" 
read  "  keys.**  Second  coliunn,  91st  line  from  the  top, 
for  "  Orme*s  work,'*  read  "  Crowe's  work." 

Page  1438,  eolsmn  1 ,  paragraph  near  the  middle,  for  **  When 
I  wtnt,"  read  *<  When  I  mnofa.** 

Page  1614,  column  9, 3Uth  line  from  the  top,  for  *'  Pearce'* 
read  **  Stewart.** 

Page  7,  (second  session,)  column  9,  line  33  from  the  top, 
after  the  word  "Indians,**  insert  <<and*'.  For  ''ex- 
pended" read  "  emptoysrf.'* 


CONGRESSIONAL 


flame ;  that  his  gaid  tenn  of  office,  for  whkh  be  was  elected, 
10  unexpired,  and  will  not  expire  until  the  STth  day  of  June. 
1861 ;  and  that  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  said  provision  of 
th«  constitution  of  the  said  State  of  Illiuoitf,  tlie  voica  cart 
by  the  rocmbera  of  the  General  Asicmbly  for  said  Tnmibull 
for  Senator  of  said  State  aa  aforesaid,  are  nuU  and  void ; 
and  Haid  Trumbull  is  not  legally  elected  to  tlie  Stfnate  of 
the  United  States,  and  is  not  entitled  to  a  seet  in  said  Sen- 
ate ;  and  against  said  pretended  election  the  undersigned, 
to  b«balf  of  thenuelvea  and  th«ir  constituents,  do  hereby 
protest. 

Signed  by  thirteen  Senators  and  twenty-nine 
Representatives. 

Annexed  to  the  protest  is  the  following  cer- 
tificate: 
United  Statet  of  America,  State  of  ItUnoU,  m  ; 

I,  Alexander  Stame,  Secretary  of  State  for  the  State  of 
Qlinoia,  do  hereby  certify  that  Lyman  Trumbull  was,  on  the 
7tl»  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1852^  elected  judge  of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  was  duly  coinmiiBioned 
a:*  such  for  the  term  of  nine  years*  from  the  24Ui  day  of 
June,  1853;  that  he  look  upon  himself  the  oatli  of  office, 
and  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  tlie  duties  of  the  same. 
That  said  term  of  office  for  which  he  was  elected  is  unex- 
pired, and  will  not  expire  until  the  27th  day  of  June,  1881. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and 
r.  -  1  affixed  the  neal  of  said  State,  this  24th  day  of  Fcb- 
l'""-'  ruaij',  A.  D.  1855. 

ALEXANDER  STARNE, 

Secretary  of  St^cte. 

The  oath  prescribed  by  law  was  administered 
to  Mr.  Trumbull,  and  he  took  his  seat  in  the 
Senate. 

SENATOR  FROM  IOWA. 

•  Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.  Mr.  President,  I  beg 
leave  to  present  the  credentials  of  the  Hon. 
James  Harlan,  certified  by  the  Governor  of  tlie 
State  of  Iowa  to  have  been  elected  a  Senator  from 
that  Slate,  for  the  term  commencing  on  the  4th 
of  March  last.  You  are  aware,  sir,  that  at  the 
last  session  of  the  Senate,  a  protest  from  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  State  of  Iowa  was  laid  upon  the  table, 
in  relation  to  this  election.  I  am  anxious,  how- 
ever, to  have  the  services  and  cooperation  of  Mr. 
Harlak  as  my  colleague,  and  therefore  ask  that 
he  be  now  sworn  in  before  tlie  matter  is  referred 
to  a  comraiUee,as  I  presume  it  will  ht  in  a  short 
time,  when  his  right  to  hold  the  seat  will  be  de- 
termined. 

The  credentials  were  read,  as  follows: 
Stale  of  Iowa,  to  wU : 

The  Genornl  AtMcnibly  of  tin's  State,  on  the  6th  day  of 
January,  1855,  having,  in  pursuance  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  chosen  James  Harlan  a 
Senator  to  represent  this  State  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  I,  JamPiS  W.  Qrimen,  Governor  of  the  State  of  Iowa, 
do,  by  thertc  pretsen is,  certify  Uie  same  to  the  Senate  of  tlie 
United  Stat<!«. 

fi   8  1  ^*^<^"  under  my  hand,  and  the  great  seal  of  the 
^  "     J  State  of  Iowa,  liiis  20Ui  day  of  January,  1855. 
^^     ,       ,  JAMES  W.  GRIMES. 

By  order  of  the  Governor : 

Gkorob  W.  McCLEAiur, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  MASON.  Mr.  President,  according  te 
my  recollection,  there  was  a  communication  re- 
ceived by  the  Senate  at  the  last  session,  from  the 
Senate  of  tlie  Slate  of  Iowa,  in  reference  to  this 
election.     I  ask  that  that  paper  be  read. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.  The  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia will  recollect  that  that  paper  was  read  at  the 
last  session  when  it  was  presented;  but  if  he 
desires  to  have  it  read  a^ain,  I  have  no  objection. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  desire  to  have  it  read  now; 
we  have  a  ncvr  Senate. 

The  Secretary  read  the  protest,  as  follows: 

State  or  Iowa,  Skwate  Chambrr, 
Iowa  City,  January  0, 1855. 

Sir  :  1  am  directed  by  the  Senate  of  the  State  of  Iowa 
to  forward  to  you  tl#  inclosed  preamble  and  re(K>lution«, 
with  the  reipiejit  tliat  you  will' lay  the  same  before  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  preat  re-?pect,  your  obedient 
servant,  MAl'URIN  L.  FISHER, 

President  of  the  Senate. 
To  the  lion.  J.  D.  RRionT. 

PretUiciti  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  State*. 
State  of  lovxt : 

Whereas  it  w  reported  that  the  journal  of  the  House  of 
ReprewntAtiveM,  as  read  this  mominK  in  the  precence  of 
the  Hou.«u,  alleges  that  a  joint  convention  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  this  State  was  held  in  the  ball  of  the  House 
on  Saturday,  the  6th  instant ;  and  whereas  it  is  alleged  in 
said  journal  tliat  said  joint  convention  |>roceeded  to  elect 
ojie  Norman  W.  Isboll  as  an  associate  judge  of  the  supreme 
court  of  tliis  State,  and  one  James  Harlan  as  a  Senator  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  term  of  six  years  from  the  4th 
day  of  March  next:  Therefore— 

Retoh-edf  Tliat  inasmuch  as  the  Senate  has  no  knowl- 
edge of  any  such  joint  convention,  and  did  not  participate 
in  the  proceedings  thereof,  it  hereby  protests  against  tlie 
action  of  said  so-called  joint  convention,  and  declarea  the 
same  to  be  void  and  of  no  effect. 

RemlreHf  That  a  copy  of  tbts  preamble  and  resolution 
be  signt^d  by  the  President,  and  certified  to  by  the  ^M^retary  i 


of  the  Senate,  and  presented  to  the  Governor  of  this  State ; 
also  a  copy  forwarded  to  the  Presidhig  Officer  of  the  Senate 
of  tlie  United  States,  with  a  request  to  lay  the  saiAe  before 
that  body. 

MATtTHIN  L.  FISHER, 

^        .  .  Pre9ident  of  the  Senate. 

Passed  the  Senate  January  8, 1855. 

Attest:  B.  P.  Rankin,  Steretarytfthe  Smatt, 

Mr.  MASON.  Mr.  President,  I  was  aware 
that  a  paper  of  this  character  had  been  communi- 
cated to  the  last  Senate,  and  I  thought  it  right 
that  the  present  Senate,  which  is  a  new  one, 
should  have  the  opportunity  of  knowing  the  exact 
posture  of  this  question.  1  was  not  in  the  Cham- 
ber wfcen  the  paper  was  read,  and  was  not  aware 
of  its  character,  but  I  understand  it  is  a  certificate 
by  the  Governor  of  that  State,  informing  the  Sen- 
ate that  the  Senator  whose  credantial  it  is  was 
elected  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Iowa.  It  is 
in  the  usual  form,  and  from  the  organ  of  that 
State.  I  had  formed  no  definite  opinion  on  the 
subject;  but  I  thought  it  right  that  this  paper 
from  the  Senate  of  the  State,  a  part  of  the  con- 
stituent body  under  the  Constitution,  should  be 
before  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.*  I  shall 
make  no  motion  upon  it. 

The  oath  of  office  was  administered  to  Mr. 
Harlan,  and  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

NOTJCE  OF  ORGANIZATION. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  WELLER,  it  was 
Orderedf  That  the  Secretary  notify  Uie  Uonae  of  Repre- 
Mntative,^  that  the  Senate  is  organized,  and  ready  to  pro- 
ceed to  businegs. 

HOUR  OP  MEETING. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  HAMLIN,  it  was 

Ordered^  That  the  daily  hour  of  meeting  be  twelve  o'clock, 
m.,  until  otherwiao  ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  the 
Senate  adjourned. 


r 


Droember  3, 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
The  House  consists  of  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  Members  and  seven  Territorial  Delegates, 
two  new  Territories  having  lately  been  formed, 
viz:  Kansas  and  Nebraska.  The  Delegates  have 
no  vote.    List  of  Members  and  Delegates. 

MAINE» 

1.  John  M.  Wood,  4.  Samuel  P.  Benson, 

9.  John  J.  Peny,  5.  igrael  Waabbum,  jr., 

3.  Ebenezer  Knowlton,         6.  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 
1.  Jamea  Pike,  3.  Aaron  H.  Cragili. 

S.  Maaon  W.  Tappan, 

VERMONT. 
1.  James  Meacbam,  3.  Alvah  Sabin. 

9.  JustinJL  Morrill, 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

1.  Robert  B.  Hall,  7.  Nathaniel  P.  Bank*,  Jr., 

2.  James  Buffington^  8.  Chauncey  L.  Knapp, 

3.  WUliam  S.  Darareil,  9.  Alexander  De  Witt, 

4.  Linus  B.  Coining,  10.  Calvin  C.  Chaffee, 

5.  Anson  Burlingarae,  11.  Mark  TcaAon. 

6.  Timothy  Oavia, 

RHODE  ISLAND. 
I.  Nathaniel  B.  Dorfee,        9.  Bei^amin  B.  Thurston. 

CONTfECTICUT. 
1.  Exra  Clarke,  jr.,  a  Sidney  Dean,* 

9.  John  Woodruff,  4.  WiUiara  W.  Welch. 

NEW  YORK. 

1.  William  W.  Valk,  18,  Thomas  B.  Horton, 

9.  James  S.  T.  Su-anahao,  19.  Jonas  A.  Huj^hetOQ, 

3.  Guy  R.  Peltod,  90.  Orsamus  B.  Matteaon, 

4.  John  KeUy,  91.  Henry  Bennett, 

5.  Thomas  R.  WhiUiey,  22.  Andrew  Z.  McCarty, 

6.  John  Wlieeler,  23.  William  A.  Gilbert, 

7.  Thoma«  Oiiilds,  Jr.,  24.  Amos  P.  Granger, 

8.  Abram  Wakeman,  25.  Edwin  B.  Morgan, 

9.  Bayard  Clark,  26.  Aiulrew  Oliver, 

10.  Ambrose  S.  Murray,  27.  John  M.  Parker, 

11.  Rufus  H.  Khig,  28.  William  H.  Kelscy, 

12.  KilMan  MUier,  29.  John  WUIiams, 
la  Russell  Saj?e,  30.  Benjamin  Pringic, 

14.  Samuel  Dickson,  31.  Thomas  T.  Flnflcr, 

15.  Edward  Dedd,  32.  Solomon  G.  Haven, 

16.  George  A.  Sinunona,  33.  Francis  S.  Edwards. 

17.  Francis  E.  Spinner, 

NEW  JERSEY. 

1.  Isaiah  D.  Clawson,  4.  Geoi^e  Vail, 

2.  George  R.  Robbins,  5.  Alex.  C.  M.  Pennington. 

3.  JamcM  Bishop, 


PENNSYLVANIA. 
I>i^'  Diat. 

1.  Thoman  B.  Florence,       14.  Galusba  A.  Grow, 

2.  Job  R.  Tyson,  15.  John  J.  Pearce, 

3.  WiUiam  Millward,  16.  Lemuel  Todd, 

4.  Jacob  Broom,  IT.  David  F.  Robison, 

5.  John  Cadwalader,  18.  John  R.  Edia, 

6.  John  Hickman,  19.  John  Covode, 

7.  Samuel  C.  Bradsbaw,      20.  Jonathan  Knight, 

8.  J.  Clancy  Jones,  SI.  David  Ritchie, 

9.  Anthony  E.  Roberts,        S3.  Samuel  A.  Purvtanee, 

10.  John  C.  Kunkel,  23.  John  Allison, 

11.  James  fl.  Campbell,         2^1.  David  Barclay, 
19.  Henry  M.  Fuller,  25.  John  Dick. 

13.  Aaa  Packer, 

DELAWARE. 
1.  EUsha  D.  Cullea. 

MARYLAND. 

1.  James  A.  Stewart,  4.  Henry  W.  Davis, 

2.  James  B,  Ricaud,  5.  Henry  W.  Hoffman, 

3.  J.  Morrison  Harris,  6.  Thomas  F.  Bowie. 

VIRGINIA. 
1.  Thomaa  H.  Bayly,  8.  Charloa  J.  Faulkner, 

9.  John  S.  Millson,  9.  John  Letcfier, 

3.  John  S.  Caakie,  10.  Zedekiah  KidweU, 

4.  WilUam  O.  Goode,  11.  John  S.  Carlile, 

5.  Thomas  S.  Bocock,  12.  Henry  A.  Edmundsoo, 

6.  Paulus  Powell,  13.  Fayette  McMuUin. 

7.  William  Smith, 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 
1.  Robert  T.  Pame,  3.  Edwin  G.  Reade, 

9.  Thomas  Rulfin,  6.  Richard  C.  Pofyear, 

3.  Warren  Wmslow,  7.  Burton  Craige, 

4.  Lawrence  O'B.  Branch,     8.  Thomas  L.  Clinffom. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

1.  John  McOueen,  4.  Preston  S.  Brooks, 

2.  WiUiam  Aiken,  5.  James  L.  Orr, 

3.  Lawrence  M.  Keitt,  6.  William  W.  Boyce. 

^  GEORGIA. 

1.  James  L.  Seward,  3.  John  H.  Lumpkm, 

9.  Martin  J.  Crawford,  6.  Howell  Cobb, 

a  Robert  P.  Grippe,  7.  Nathaniel  G.  Poster, 

4.  Hiram  Warner,  8.  Alexander  H.  Stephens. 

ALABAMA. 
1.  Percy  Walker,  5.  George  S.  Houston, 

9.  Eli  8.  Shorter,  6.  Wi^fiainson  B.  W.  Cobb, 

3.  James  F.  Dowdell,  7.  Sampson  W.  Harris. 

4.  William  R.  Smith, 

MiaSISSIPPL 

1.  Daniel  B.  Wright,  4.  William  A.  Lake, 

2.  Henry  S.  Bennett,  5.  John  A.  Quitman, 

3.  WiUiam  Barksdalc. 

LOUISIANA^ 

1.  George  Eustis,  Jr.,  3.  Thomas  Green  DavidsoB, 

2.  Milee  Taylor,  4.  John  M.  Sandhlge. 


OHIO.  / 

12.  Samuel  Galloway, 

13.  John  Sherman, 

14.  PhUemon  Bliss, 

15.  WUliam  R.  Sapp, 

16.  Edward  BaU, 

17.  Charles  J.  Albright, 

18.  Benjamin  F.  Leiter, 

19.  Edward  Wade, 
29.  Joshua  R.  Giddings, 
21.  John  A.  Bingham. 


1.  Timothy  C.  Day, 
9.  John  Scott  Harrison, 

3.  Lewis  D.  Campbell, 

4.  Matthias  H.  Nichols, 

5.  Richard  Mott, 

6.  Jonas  R.  Emrie, 

7.  Aaron  Harlan, 

8.  Benjamin  Stanton, 
f .  Cooper  K.  Watson, 

10.  Oscar  F.  Moore, 

11.  Valentine  B.  Horton, 

KENTUCKY. 
1.  Henry  C.  Burnett,  6.  John  M.  Elliott, 

9.  John  P.  Campbell,  7.  Humphrey  MarsbaU, 

3.  Warner  L.  Underwood,     8.  Alexander  K.  MursbaU, 

4.  Albert  G.  Talbott,  9.  Leandcr  M.  Cox, 

5.  Joshua  H.  Jcwett,  10.  Samuel  F.  Swope. 

TENNESSEE. 
1.  Albert  G.  Watkins,  6.  George  W.  Jones, 

9.  WUliam  H.  Sneed,  7.  John  V.  Wright, 

3.  Samuel  A.  Smith,  8.  Felix  K.  ZoIli«offer, 

4.  John  H.  Savage,  9.  Emerson  Etheridge, 
3.  Charles  Ready,                10.  Thomas  Rivers. 

INDIANA. 
1.  Smith  MiUer,  7.  Harvey  D.  Scott, 

9.  William  H.  English,  8.  Daniel  Mace, 

3.  George  G.  Dunn,  9.  Schuyler  ColAiz, 

4.  William  Cimiback,  10.  Samuel  Brenton, 

5.  David  P.  HoUoway,  U.  John  U.  Pettit. 

6.  Lucian  Barbour, 

ILLINOIS. 
1.  EllihuB.  Washbume,       6.  Thomas  L.  Harris, 
9.  James  H.  Woodworth,      7.  James  C.  Allen, 

3.  Jesse  O.  Norton,  8.  Lyman  Trumbull, 

4.  Jamcd  Knox,  9.  Samuel  S.  ManhaH. 

5.  William  \.  Richardson, 


1855. 
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^  MISSOURI. 

1.  Loiter  Hf.  Kemwtt,  5.  Jolm  O.  Milter, 

9.  GiehiM  Porter,  «.  iobn  S.  Phelps, 

3.  Jimea  J.  Lladley,  7.  Bamttel  CamtberB. 

4.  Hofdecai  Otirer, 

ARKANSAS. 
I.  AUMB.  Gfeenwood,       9.  Albert  Rost. 

MICHIGAN. 
t.  WUUain  A.  Howan!,         3.  David  8.  Walbrld(C, 
%  Hcary  WaMroo,  4.  George  W.  Peck. 

FLORIDA. 
1.  Aafusciu  E.  Majcwell. 

TEXAS. 
L  li^nrl  D.  Evana,  8.  Peter  H.  BelL 

IOWA. 
1.  Angoitiu  Uall,  9.  Jamoa  ThorinctOB. 

WISqONSIN. 

1.  Daniel  Wd^  jr.,  a  Cliarlea  DUlmghurst. 

ft.  (kdwaladerCWaabbttme, 


CALIFORNIA. 


I. 


W.  Saavar, 

BUNNBSOTA. 
Heaiy  M.  Rice. 

ORBCON. 
Joseph  Laae. 

NSW  MEXICO. 

iosi  MuMMl  CaBagaa. 


%  Pkittp  T.  Herbert. 
TTTAH. 
John  M.  Bembtsel. 

WASHINGTON. 
J.  Fatton  Anderson. 

KANSAS. 
John  W.  WhidMd.* 


NEBRASKA. 
Bird  B.  Chapman. 

Moin>4X»  December  3, 1855. 

Puntiant  to  that  provision  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  which  declares  that  *'  the 
Congress  shall  assemble  at  least  once  in  every 
year,  and  soch  meeting  shall  be  on  the  first  Mon- 
oay^  in  December,  unless  they  shall  by  law  ap- 
pouita  difierent  day,"  the  members  of  the  House 
of  RepresentatiTes  of  the  Thirty -Fourth  Congress 
this  morning  assembled  in  the  Hall  of  the  House. 

At  twelve  o'clock  precisely,  the  Clerk  of  the 
Hoiiw  JoHW  W.  FoBNCT— called  the  House  to 
order,  and  procseded  to  call  the  roll  from  the 
prima/oete  evidence  before  him,  when  the  above- 
Darned  members  answered  to  their  names,  with 
the  following  exceptions,  who  were  absent,  viz: 

Hon,  PjLTTLVs  FowELt,  of  Virginia; 

Hon.  Jkmt.%  L.  Seward,  of  Georgia; 

Hon.  Dakul  B.  Weight  and  Hsvet  8.  Bbn-' 
■BTT,  of  Mississippi;' 

Hon.  TiroMis  G.  DAvmsoN,  of  Louisiana; 

Hon.  Jobs  Scott  Habbisom,  of  Ohio; 

Hon.  Ltman  Trumbull,  of  Illinois; 

Hon.  JoBN  G.  MiLLBR,  of  Missouri; 

Hon.  Josfi  Manuel  Gallboos,  Delegate  from 
the  Tenitory  of  Mexico;  and 

Hon.  BiBO  B.  CHAFMAjf*  Delegate  from  the 
Ttrrilory  of  Nebnuika. 

The  CLERK  announced  that  a  quorum  having 
answered  to  their  names,  it  would  now  be  in 
order  to  nroceed  to  business. 

Mr.  JoNES,  of  Tennessee.  A  quorum  of  the 
members  elect  to  the  Thirty-Fourth  Congress 
kaving  answered  to  their  names,  I  move  that  we 
now  proceed,  viva  voce,  to  the  election  of  a 
Speaker  to  preside  over  this  body  during  the 
fnstat  Congress. 

The  qaeslton  was  put)  and  the  motion  agreed 
•o.      

BIr.  WHITNEY  nominated  Humphrey  Mab- 
tBALL,  of  ICentuoky; 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  nominated  Wil- 
liam A.  RicHABOsoMy  of  Illinois,  as  the  Dem- 
ocratic candidate. 

Mr.  KNIGHT  nominated  Henbt  M.  Fullbb, 
of  tVansylrania . 

Mr.  LEITER  nominated  Lewis  D.  Campbell, 
of  Ohio. 

Mr.  BISHOP  nominated  Alexakdbb  C.  M. 
PtHWWcToifjOfNew  Jersey. 

Mr.  DE  WITT  nominated  NATBJkviBL  P. 
BAvit,  of  Massachusetts. 

The  Clerk  appointed  Messrs.  Bensok  of 
J^*ine,  Dowdbll  of  Alabama,  HicEBtAK  of 
Pennayhania,  and  WASHBimv  of  Illinois,  as 
ttflpTs  to  count  the  votes. 

The  Clerk  then  proccedsd  Xo  call  the  roll,  and 

.  *  Netiee  of  contest  has  bsen  aerved  by  Andrew  B. 
accdet. 


the  following  was  the  result:  Whole  number  of 

votes,  225;  necessary  to  a  choice,  113;  of  which* — 

William  A.  Richardson  received « 74 

Lewis  D.  Campbell.... 53 

Homphrey  Marshall 30 

NaUianiel  P.  Banks -. 91 

Henry  M.  Fuller ^. 17 

Alexander  C.  M.  Pennington 7 

Aaron  Harlan..... .^.» 3 

John  Wheeler 3 

Benjamin  B.  Thurston 3 

Israel  Washburn 9 

WilUam  A.  Howard S 

Daniel  Mace 1 

Henry  Bennett .'. 1 

John  Williams 1 

William  A.Lake .^ 1 

Solomon  G.  Haven 1 

Samuel  Galloway v. ^ 

Matthias  H.  Nicba4v I 

Killian  Miller 1 

Russell  Sage 1 

George  W.Jones 1 

There  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  RiehardMn — Messrs.  Atken,  Allen,  Barclav, 
Barksdale,  Bayly,  Bell,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce,  Branch, 
Brooks.  Burnett,  Cadwalader,  Canithers,  Caskie,  CUogman, 
Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cubb,  Craigc,  Crawford, 
Denver,  Dowdell,  Edmundsan,  Elliott,  English,  Evans, 
Faulkner,  Florence,  Thomaa  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode,  Grern- 
wood,  .Hall,  Saxnpdon  W.  Harris,  Thomas  L.  Harris,  Her- 
bert, Hickman,  Houston,  Jewctt,  George  W.  Jones.  I, 
Glancy  Jones,  Keitt,  KeUy,  Kidwell,  Letcher,  Lumpkin, 
Maxwell,  McMullin,  McQueen,  Smith  Miller,  Milison, 
Andrew  Oliver,  Orr,  Packer,  Peek,  Phelps,  Quitman, 
Buffin,  Rust,  Saodidge,  Savage,  Shorter,  Samuel  A.  Smith, 
William  Smith.  Stephens,  Htewart,  Talbou,  Taylor,  Vail, 
Warner.  Waikms.  Wetls,  Winslow,  and  John  V.  Wright. 

For  Mr.  CampbeU — ^Messrs.  Albright,  Barbour,  Henry 
Bennett,  Bensoo,  Bingham,  BrenioD,  Ezra  Clark.  Colflix, 
Cumback,  Day,  Dean,  Dickson,  Dana,  Durfee,  Gmlloway, 
Gilbert.  Gran^r,  Harlan,  Halloway,  Thomaa  R.  Horion, 
Valcntme  B.  Horton,  Howard,  Huffhston,  Kelscy,  King, 
Leiter,  Mace,  Matteson,  McCartx,  Killian  MUlcr,  Moore, 
Morcan,  Morrill,  Murray.  Norton,  rarfcer.  Pelton,  Pennmg- 
ton,  Pettit,  Sabin.  Sapp,  :^ott,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Stanton, 
Walbndgc,  Waldron,  Ellihu  B.  Washbume,  Israel  Waah- 
bum,  Watson,  Welch,  Woodruff,  and  Woodworth. 

For  Mr.  iCortftaU— Meenrs.  folra  P.  Campbell.  Cailile, 
Ba)rard  Clark,  Cox,  Cullen,  Henry  Wimer  Davis,  Etheridge, 
Eustis,  Foster,  James  M.  Harris.  Hoffman,  Kcnnett,  Lake, 
Lindlcy,  Alexander  K.  Marshall,  Paine,  Porter.  Puryear, 
Rende,  Ready,  Ricand,  Ri\*ers,  Wflliam  R.  Smith,  Swope, 
Trippe,  Underwood^  vaik,  Walker,  Whitney,  and  ZoUi- 
coffer. 

For  Mr.  Btmka — Messrs.  BufAngton,  Burlingamc,  Chaffee, 
Coniins,  Cnunn,  Dumrell,  Davidson,  Timothy  DavLty  De 
Witt,  Dodd,  Emrle,  Hall,  Knapp,  Knowltoo,  Mott,  Perry, 
Pike,  S^e,  Tappan,  Tlioringtoo,  Traflon,  and  Wood. 

For  lb*.  Ftf4i«r— 'Messrs.  Biadsbaw,  Broom,  James  H. 
Campbell,  Covode,  Dick,  Edie,  Knight,  Kunkcl,  MiUward, 
Pearce,  Purviance,  Ritchie,  Roberts,  Robison,  Sueed,  Todd, 
and  Tyson. 

For  Mr.  Penadng^on^^MeauB.  Bishop,  Clawson,  Henry 
M.  Fuller,  Meacham,  Robbins,  Stranahan,  and  Wakeman. 

For  Mr.  Harlan — Messrs.  Bali,  Bliss,  and  Wade. 

For  Mr.  ThmnUm^fAomm.  Spinner,  Wheeler,  and  Wil- 
liams. 

For  Mr.  Whaeler—JAenn.  Baoln,  Mordecai  Oliver,  and 
Thunfton. 

For  Mr,  Wmkhmm'-M^mn.  Afllson,  and  Flagler. 

Fbr  Mr.  Howari — Measfa.  BiUiaghurst,  nntWadwalader 
C.  Washbume. 

For  Mr.  Mace^Mt.  Lewis  D.  Campbell. 

For  Mr.  BermeU  -Mr.  Edwards. 

For  Mr.  WUUamt^Mr.  Nichols. 

For  Mr.  Lake— Mr.  Humphrey  Marshall. 

For  Mr.  Haven— Mr.  Knox. 

For  Mr.  OaUownf— Mr.  Giddings. 

For  Mr.  Nichols— Mr.  Grow. 

For  Mr.  MUter— Mr.  Haven. 

Fbr  Mr.  Sage — Mr.  Prinele. 

jPor  Mr.  Jbnet — ^Mr.  Richardson. 

The  Clerk  again  proceeded  to  call  the  roll,  and 
the  following  was  the  resuk:  Whole  number  of 
votes,  224;  necessary  to  a  choice,  113;  of  which — 

Wffliam  A.  Bidiardson  received . .,. 74 

Lewis  D.  Campbell '. 55 

Sumphrey  Marshall 30 
athaniel  P.  Banks. 22 

Henry  M.  Fuller 18 

Alexander  C.  M.  Pennington 7 

John  Wheeler 3 

Benjamin  B.  Thur^on 3 


Aaron  Harlan. 


•  •  •  •    V 


William  A.  Howard 9 

Daniel  Mace I 

Israel  Washburn ..'....  I 

MatihinsH.  Nichols 1 

William  A.  Lake I 

Killiau  Miller .n 1 

John  WUIiams X 1 

James  L.  Orr 1 

Samuel  Galloway I 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  tlie  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  Riehardson — Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay, 
Barksdale.  Bayly,  Bell,  Booock.  Bowie  Boyce.  Branch, 
Brooks,  Burnett,  Cadwalader,  CarutlMrs,  Caitkie,  CUng- 
man,  Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Craige, 
Oawford,  Denver,  DowdoU,  Eduuind^n,  Elliott,  Eiij;-  i 
lirth,  Evans,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Thomas  J.  D.  Ful-  | 
ler,   Goode,  Gfeenwood,  Augnstus    Hall,   Sampson  W.  i 


Harris,  Thomas  L.  Harris,  Heihert,  Hickman,  Houston, 
Jewet^  George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Keitt.  Kelly, 
Kidwell,  Lelcner,  Lumpkin,  Samuel  3.  Marshall,  Maxwell. 
McMulUn,  McQueen.  Smith  Alilter,  Millsoa,  Mordccni 
Oliver,  Orr,  Pi|cker,  Peck,  Pholps,  Quitman,  Rufifan,  Rust, 
Sandidge,  Savage,  Shorter,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William 
Smith,  Stephens,  Stewart,  Talbott,  Toylor.  Vail,  Waroeiv 
Wotkina.  WeUs,  Winslow,  and  John  V.  VVright. 

For  Mr.  Campbeltr-Messrs.  Albright,  Barbour,  Henry 
Bennett,  Benson,  Bingham,  Brenton,  Ezra  Clark,  Colfkx, 
Cumback,  Day,  Dean,  Dickson,  Dunn,  Durfte,  Flagler, 
Gallowav.  Gilbert,  Granger,  Harlan,  HoUoway,  Thomas  R. 
Horton,  Valentine  B.  Horton,  Howard,  Hughsion,  Kelsey, 
King,  Knox,  Leiter,  Mace,  Matteson,  McCarty,  Killian 
Miller,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Murray,  Norton,  Parker, 
Pelton,  Pettit,  Sabin,  Sapp,  Scott,  Sherman,  SmimoBs, 
Stanton.  Wade,  Walbridm,  Waldron,  Ellihu  B.  Wash- 
bume. Israel  Washburn,  Watson,  Welch,  Woodruff,  and 
Woodworth. 

For  Mr.  MmrthaU—Memn*  John  P.  CAmphell.  CarHle, 
Bayard  Clark,  Cox,  Cullen,  Henry  Winter  Daviu,  Etheridge, 
Eustis,  Foster,  James  M.  Harris,  Hofliuan,  Kcnnett,  Lake, 
Lindley.  Alexander  K.  Marshall,  Poine,  Porter,  Puryoar, 
Reode,  Ready,  Rieaud,  Rivers.  William  R.  Smith,  Swope, 
Trippe,  Underwood,  Valk,  Walker,  Whitney,  and  Zolli- 
coffer. 

For  Mr.  BanJa— Messrs.  BulBngton,  Burlington,  Chaffee, 
Comhis.  Cragin,  Damrell,  Timothy  Davis,  De  Wm,  Dodd, 
Edwards,  Emrie,  Robert  B.  Han.  Knapp,  KnowUon,  Mott. 
Perry,  Pike,  S^ge,  Tappan,  Thorington,  Trallon,  ana 
Wood. 

For  Mr.  Fuller— Wants.  Bradshaw,  Broom,  James  H. 
Campbell,  Covode,  Dick,  Edie,  Knight,  Kunkel,  Millward, 
Pearce,  Pennington.  Purviance,  Ritchie,  Roberts,  Robison, 
Sneed,  Todd,  and  Tyson. 

For  Mr.  Penn(n?to«— Messrs.  Bishop.  Clawson,  Meach- 
am, Prmgle,  Robbins,  Stranahan,  and  Wakcinun. 

For  Mr.  Wheeler— Mewsra.  Banks,  Andrew  Olivar,  and 
Thurston. 

For  Mr.  HonMirA—Meagra.  BilUnghurst  and  Cadwalader 
C.  Washbume. 

For  Mr.  TkunUm—Meean.  Spinner,  VFheeler,  and 
Williams. 

For  Mr.  Harlan — ^Messrs.  Ball  and  RIlss. 

For  Mr.  Mace — Mr.  Lewis  D.  Campbell. 

For  Mr.  IfichoU— Mr.  Grow. 

For  Mr.  IFiwAAwni — Mr.  Allison. 

For  Mr.  Lake— Mr.  Humphrey  Marshall. 

For  Mr.  MiUer— Mr.  Haven. 

For  Mr.  fruUami— Mr.  Nichols. 

Jbr  Mr.  Orr— Mr.  Richardfton. 

For  Mr.  CfaUoway — Mr.  Giddings. 

The  Clerk  again  proceeded  to  call  the  roll,  and 

the  following  w^is  the  result:   Whole  number  of 

votes,  224;  necessary  to  a  choice,  113;  of  which — 

William  A.  Richardson,  received 74 

Lewis  D.Campbell 55 

Humphrey  Marshall 30 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks 23 

Henry  M.  Fuller 18 

Alexander  C.  M.  Pennington 8 

John  Wheeler 3 

Benjamm  B.  Thurston 3 

William  A.  Howard .'.  2 

Daniel  Mace 1 

WUUamA.  Lake 1 

Samuel  Galloway I 

Matthias  H.Nichols 1 

Killian  Miller '. 4 

John  Willhuns 1 

Howell  Cobb 1 

Israel  Washburn 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  IUchard»on — Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay, 
Barksdale.  Bayly,  Bell,  Bocock,  Bowie,  B<>>Te,  Branch, 
Brooks,  Burnett.  Cadwalader,  Caruthcra,  Caskie,  Cling- 
man,  Howell  Cobb.  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Craige, Craw- 
ford. Denve^PowdelLEdmundson,  Elliott,  Engii>ui,  Evans, 
Faulkner,  Florence,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode,  Green- 
wood, Augustus  Hall,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomas  L. 
Harris,  Herbert,  Hickman,  Houston,  Jewett,  George  W. 
Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Keitt,  Kelly,  Kidwell,  Letcher, 
Lumpkin,  Samuel  S.  Marshall,  Maxwell,  McMullin,  Mc- 
Queen, nmith  Miller,  Bfillson,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr, 
Packer,  Peck,  Phelpa,  Quitman,  Ruffin,  Rust,  Sandidge, 
Savage,  Shorter,  oamuel  A.  Smith,  William  Smitli» 
Stephens,  Stewart,  Talbott,  Taylor,  vail,  Warner,  Wat- 
kins,  WeUs,  Winslow,  and  John  V.  Wright. 

For  Mr.  Campbell— Meeara.  Albiikht,  Barbour,  Henrj 
Bennett,  Benson,  Bingham,  Blisa,  Brenton,  Ezra  Clark, 
Colfax.  Cumback.  Day,  Dean,  Dickson,  Dodd,  Dunn.  Dur- 
fee, Flagler,  Galloway,  Gilbert,  Granger,  Harlan,  Hallo- 
way.  Thomas  R.  Horton,  Valentine  B.  Horton,  Howard, 
Hugnston,  Kelsey,  Knox,  Leiter,  Mace.  Mattotwn,  Mc- 
Cany,  Killian  Miller,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Murray, 
Norton,  Parker,  Pettit,  Sabin.  Sapp,  ScoU  Sherman,  Sim- 
moRAp  SUnton,  Wade,  Wulbridire,  Waldron,  Ellihu  B. 
Washbume,  Israel  Waahbura,  Watson,  Welch,  Woodruff, 
and  Woodworth. 

For  Mr.  Afort^tt— Messrs.  John  P.  Campbell,  CarlBe, 
Bayard  Clark,  Cox,  Cullen,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Ether- 
idge, Eustis,  Poster,  James  M.  Harris,  Hofiman,  Kennott, 
Lake,  Lindley,  Alexander  K.  Marshall,  Paine,  Porter,  Pur- 
year, Rcade,  Ready,  Ricand,  Rivers.  WUHam  R.  Smith. 
Swope,  Trippe,  Underwood,  Valk,  Walker,  Whitney,  and 
ZolUcoffcr. 

JPor  Mr.  BonJb— Messrs.  Bufllngton,  Burlin|nroe,  Chaf- 
fee, Comins,  Cragin,  Damrell,  Timothy  Davis.  De  Witt, 
Edwards,  Emrie,  Robert  B.  Hall,  King.  KnappjKnowlton, 
Mon,  Pennington,  Perry,  Pike,  Sage,  Tappan,  Thorington, 
Tratton,  and  wood. 

For  Mr.  FuUer^-Menre.  Bradshaw,  Broora,  James  H. 
Campbell,  Covode.  Dick,  Edie,  Knight,  Kunkel,  Millward, 
Pearce,  Pelton,  Purviance,  Riteme,  Roberts,  Robhioa^ 
Sneed,  fodd,  and  Tyson. 
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For  Mr.  Permington-'Me8sn,  Ball,  Bishop,  Clawson, 
Henry  M.  Fuller,  Pringle,  RobtuiM,  StraiuUiaii,  and  Wake- 
man. 

Fgr  Mr.  WTUetet'-Meun,  Banks,  Andrew  Oliver,  and 
Thurston. 

For  Mr,  T^rsAm-^Messrs.  Spinner,  Wheeler,  and 
WUHams. 

For  Mr.  Howard— Memn,  Billinghurst  and  Cadwalader 
C.  Waabbome. 

For  Mr  WashBttm — Mr.  Allison. 

For  Mr.  Mace — Mr.  liewis  D.  Campbell. 

For  Mr.  Lake— Mr.  Humphrey  Marahall. 

For  Mr,  €Mloway—Mr.  Giddtogs. 

For  Mr.  Nicholt—Mr.  Grow. 

Fbr  Mr.  Miller— Mr.  Haven. 

For  Mr  Willianu— Mr.  Nichols. 

For  Mr.  Cobb— Mr.  Richardson. 

The  Clerk  again  proceeded  to  call  the  roll,  and 

the  following  was  the  result:  Whole  number  of 

Totes,  SKJ2;  necessary  to  a  choice,  112;  of  which — 

William  A.  Richardson  received 73 

Lewis  D.  Campbell 56 

Humphrey  Mar^iall 30 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks 23 

Henry  M.  Fuller 17 

Alexander C.  M.  Pennington 8 

Benjamin  B.  Thurston 4 

William  A.  Howard 3 

John  Wheeler 3 

Israel  Washburn •« 1 

Daniel  Mace 1 

KillianMiUer 1 

WUlimnW.  Valk I 

JohnWiUiams 1 

Emerson  Ethcridge 1 

Johns.  Phelps 1 

Matthias  H.Nichols 1 

Samuel  Galloway 1 

So  there  was* no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  Richord$on ^Measra.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay, 
Bork^dale.  Bell,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce,  Branch,  Brooks. 
BumeUj  Cadwalader,  Canithers,  Ca8kie,^lingman,  Howell 

"    '    '.Denver, 

•^aulkner, 
Greenwood, 

Augustus  Hall,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Herbert,  Hickman, 
HouKton.  Jewett,  George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones, 
Keitt.  Kelly,  KidwelL  Letcher.  Lumpkin,  Samuel  S. 
Mamhall,  Maxwell,  McMullin,  AfcQueeu,  Smith  Miller, 
Millson,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Packer,  Peck,  Phelps, 
Quitman.  Ruflln.  Rust.  Sandidge,  Savage.  Shorter,  Samuel 
A.  Smitn.  William  Smith,  Stephens,  Stewart,  Talbott. 
I'aylor,  vail,  Warner,  Watkins,  Wells,  Wiualow,  ana 
John  V.  Wr^t. 

For  Mr.  Camphell—Memrs.  Albright,  Barbonr,  Henry 
Bennett,  Benson,  Bingham,  Bliss.  Brenton,  Ezra  Clark, 
Colfax,  Cumback,  Day,  Dean,  DicKson,  Dodd,  Dunn,  Dur- 
fce,  Galloway,  Granger,  Harlan,  Holloway,  Thomas  R. 
Horton,  Valentine  B.  Uorton,  Howard,  Hughston,  Kclscy, 
Kins^,  Knox,  Leitcr,  Mace,  Mattcson,  McCorty,  Meacham, 
Killian  Miller,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Murray,  Norton, 
Parker,  Pelton,  Pettit.  Sabin,  Sapp,  Scott,  Sherman.  Sim- 
mons, Stanton,  Wade,  Walbridie,  Waldron,  Elliliu  B. 
Wasliburac,  Israel  Washburn,  Vmson,  Welch,  Woodruff, 
and  Woodworth. 

F^r  Mr.  Mar$kaU—Mewn.  Broom,  John  P.  Campbell, 
Caflile,  Bayard  Chulc,  Cox,  CoUen,  Henry  Winter  Davis, 
Rtheridge,  Eustis^  Foster,  James  M.  Harris,  Hoflbian, 
Kennctt,  L.ike,  Lindle3r.  Alexander  K.  Marsnall,  Paine, 
Piir>-6ar,  Rcade,  Ready,  Ricaud,  Rivers,  William  R.  Smith. 
Swopc,  Trippc,  Underwood,  Valk,  Walker,  Whimey,  and 
ZoUicofler. 

For  Mr.  BotiArs— Messrs.  BufBngton,  Burlingame,  Chaffee, 
Comhis,  Cragin.  Damrell,  Timothy  Davis,  De  Witt,  Ed- 
wards, Emrie,  Flagler,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Knapp,  Knowlton, 
Mott.  Perry,  Pike,  Sage,  Tappan,  Thorington,  Trafton, 
and  Wood. 

For  Mr.  FitUer—Me9en.  Bredshaw,  James  -H.  Campbell, 
Covode,  Dick,  Edie,  Knight,  Kunkel,  Millward,  Pcarce, 
Pennington,  Purviance,  Ritchie,  Roberts,  Robison,  Sneed, 
and  Tyson. 

For  Mr.  Perminf^ton—MeBsn.  Boll,  Bishop,  Clawson, 
Henry  M.  Fuller,  Pringle,  Bobbins,  Stranahan,  and  Wake- 
man. 

For  Mr.  Thunton — ^Messrs.  Andrew  Oliver,  Spinner, 
Wheeler,  and  Williams. 

I'\>r  Mr.  Wheeler — Messrs.  Banks  and  Thurston. 

For  Mr.  Ho«i>(tnf— Messrs.  Billinghurst  and  Cadwalader 
C.  Wasbbumc.  * 

For  Mr.  Washburn — Mr.  Allison. 

For  Mr.  Mate — Mr.  Lewis  D.  Campbell. 

For  Mr,  Mmer— Mr.  Haven. 

For  Mr.  Vaik— Mr.  Humphrey  Marshall. 

For  Mr,  WiUiam»—Mr.  Nichols. 

For  Mr.  Etheridge— Mr.  Porter. 

For  Mr.  Phelpi — Mr.  Richardson. 

For  Mr.  Nichols— Mr.  Grow.  • 

Far  Mr.  GaUowajf— Mr.  Giddlngs. 

Mr.  KEITT  obtained  the  floor  and  jrielded  to 
Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  who  said:  Mr. 
Clerk,  I  move  that  our  daily  hour  of  meeting  be 
twelve  o'clock,  m.,  until  otherwise  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to.  

Mr.  KEITT.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

The  question  was  put;  and,  on  a  division,  there 
were — ayes  116. 

Mr.  MORGAN.    I  demand  tellers. 

TslUrs  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Keitt  and 
Bekson  were  appointed.  « 


The  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to,  the  tellers  having  reported — ayes  119. 

Theretipon  the  House  adjourned  (at  twenty- 
five  minutes  past  two  o'clock)  until  to-morrow  at 
twelve  o'clock,  m. 


IN  SENATE. 
Tuesday,  December  4,  1855. 

The  following  Senators  appeared  in  their  seats 
this  morning: 

Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 
.  Hon.  JuDAH  P.  Benjamin, 
Hon.  John  Bell,  of  Tennessee, 
Hon.  William  K.  Sebastian. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

CREDENTIALS. 

Mr.  SUMNER  presented  the  credentials  of 
Hon.  John  P.  Hale,  chosen  by  the  Legislature 
of  New  Hampshire  a  Senator  from  that  State  to 
fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  the 
Hon.  Charles  G.  Atherton, deceased,  whose  term 
commenced  on  the  4th  of  March,  1853.  The  cre- 
dentials were  read,  and  the  affirmation  prescribed 
by  law  having  been  administered  to  Mr.  Hale, 
he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  DODGE  presented  the  credentials  of  Hon. 
Charles  Durkee,  chosen  by  the  Le^^ature  of 
Wisconsin  a  Senator  from  that  State  for  the  term 
of  six  years  fVom  the  4th  of  March,  1855;  which 
were  read,  and  the  oath  prescribed  by  law  having 
been  administered  to  Mr.  Dureee,  he  took  his 
seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  beg  leave  to  announce 
the  presence  of  Hon.  David  L.  Yulee,  elected 
one  of  the  Senators  from  the  State  of  Florida  for 
the  term  of  six  years  from  the  4th  of  March  last, 
whose  credentials  were  presented  at  the  last  ses- 
sion .  I  ask  that  his  credentials  may  be  read ,  and 
the  usual  oath  administered. 

The  credentials  were  read,  and  the  oath  pre- 
scribed by  law  having  been  administered  to  Mr. 
Yulee,  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  announced  the 
presence  of  Hon.  James  A.  Pearce,  chosen  by 
the  Legislature  of  Maryland  a  Senator  from  that 
State  for  the  term  of  six  years  from  the  4ih  of 
March,  1855,  whose  credentials  had  been  pre- 
sented at  the  last  session.  The  oath  prescribed 
by  law  having  been  administered  to  Mr.  Peaece, 
he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

NOTIFICATION  TO  THE  PRESIDENT. 

Mr.  TOUCEY.  Mr.  President,  the  Senate 
being  now  organized,  I  move  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  to  inform  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  th^  the  Senate  is  ready  to  receive  any 
communiflftion  of  an  executive  character  which 
he  may  be  pleased  to  make. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  President 
appointed  Messrs.  Toucet,  Fitzpatrick,  and 
Bell,  of  New  Hampshire. 

ELECTION  OP  CHAPLAIN. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.    I  offer  the  following 

resolution,  and  ask  the  unanimous  consent  for 

its  consideration  and  adoption  now:      * 

Resolvedj  That  two  chaplains  of  different  denominaUont 
be  elected,  to  serve  daring  the  present  fleasion,  one  by  each 
House,  who  shall  interchange  weekly. 

The  resolution  was  considered  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  chaplain  on  its  part, 
with  the  following  result: 

Whole  number  of  votes,  45;  necessary  to  a 
choice,  23;  of  which — 

Rev.  Henry  Clay  Dean  (Methodist)  received 23 

Rev.  J.  G.  BuUcr 10 

Rev.  William  Hodfes 3 

Rev.  Henry  Word  Beecher 9 

Rev.  David  Brown.... 9 

Rev.  Theodore  Parker ^  1 

Rcv.E.  H.  Chapin 1 

Rev.  Leon  idaa  Row*er 1 

Rev.  William  H.  Holcomb'. 1 

Bishop  Hughes 1 

PACIFIC  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  gave  notice  of  his  intention 
to  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  grant  the  right  of 
way  to,  and  to  aid  in  the  construction  of,  a  rail- 
road from  the  volley^^f  the  Mississippi  to  the 
Pacific  ocean. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  December  4,  1855. 

The  Clerk  called  the  House  to  order  at  twelve 
o'clock,  m. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.    I  move  that  the  House  now 
proceed  to  vote,  viva  roce,  for  Speaker. 
PRIVILEGE  OF  THE  HALL. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Mr.  Clerk,  be- 
fore that  is  done,  I  move  that  the  Doorkeeper  be 
directed  to  enforce  so  much  of  the  rules  of  the 
last  House  of  Representatives  as  relate  to  the 
admission  of  persons  into  the  Hall.  Unless  ve 
have  some  rule  on  the  subject,  it  will  be  impos- 
sible for  him  to  keep  out  persons  who  have  no 
business  here. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  I  hope  we  shall  not  make 
any  rules,  or  do  any  business,  except  the  one  in 
hand — the  election  of  a  Speaker.  There  is  no 
inconvenience  felt  at  present;  when  there  shall 
be,  it  will  be  time  enough  to  remedy  it.' 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  JoNEt'i  mo- 
tion;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

FIFTH  VOTE  FOR  SPEAKER. 

The  tellers,  Messrs.  Benson,  Dowdell,  Hici- 
MAN,  and  Washburne  of  Illinois,  having  resumed 
their  seats,  the  Clerk  proceeded  to  call  the  roll, 
and  the  foliowine  was  the  result  of  the  fifth  vote 
for  Speaker:  Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  220; 
necessary  to  a  choice,  111;  of  which — 

William  A.Richardson  received 78 

Lewis  D.  Campbell 58 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks 23 

Henry  M.  Fuller 89 

Humphrey  Mortshall 19 

Alexander  C.  M.  Pennington..... B 

Percy  Wal  ker. .  4 

Benjamin  B.  Thurston 3 

William  A.  Howard 2 

Solomon  G.  Haven 8 

Felix  K.ZoUicoffer I 

James  J.  Lindley 1 

Daniel  Mace 1 

John  Wheeler 1 

John  Williams 1 

Matthiaa  H.  Nichob 1 

Andrew  Oliver »..• 1 

There  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  Richardson — Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay, 
Barksdale,  Bell,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce,  Brancb,  Oroolu, 
Burnett,  Cadwalader,  Caruthcrs,  Caakie,  Clingman, 
Howell  Cobb,  Wiiliamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Croige,  Crawford, 
Denver,  Dowdell,  £klniundson,  Elliott,  English,  Evan.s 
Faulkner,  Florence,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode,  Green- 
wood, Augustus  Hall,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  ThomaiL. 
Harris,  Herbert,  Hickman.  HouDton,  Jewett,  George  W. 
Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Koitt,  Kelly^  Kid  well.  Letrbfr, 
Lumpkin,  Samuel  S.  Marshall,  Maxwell.  McMuilia, 
McQueen.  Smith  Miller,  Millson,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr, 
Packer,  Peck,  Phelps,  Powell,  Quitmari.  Ruffin,  Roit, 
Sandidge,  Savage,  Shorter,  Samuel  A.  Smith.  William 
Smith,  Stephens,  Stewart,  Talbott,  Taylor,  Vail,  Warner, 
Watkins,  Wells,  Winslow,  and  John  V.  Wright. 

For  Mr.  Campbell— Meattn.  Albright,  Allison,  Bail,  Bar> 
hour,  Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  Bingham,  Bliss,  Bn^nton, 
Ezra  Clark,  Colfkx,  Cumback,  DeanTuickson,  Dodd,  Duao, 
Durfee,  Galloway,  Giddings,  Gilbert,  Granger,  Horlar,  Hol- 
loway, Thomas  K.  Horton,  Valentine  B.  Horton,  Howard, 
Hughston,  Kelsey,  King.  Knox,  Leiter,  Mace,  Matf'soo, 
McCarty,  Meacham,  Killian  Miller.  Moore,  Mwgan,  Mor- 
rill, Murray,  Norton,  Parker,  Pettit,  Sabin,  Sapp,  Scott, 
Sherman,  Simmons,  Stanton,  Wade,  Walbridgc,  Waldroo, 
Ellihu  B.  Washburne,  Israel  Washburn,  Wataon,  Welch, 
Woodruff,  and  Woodworth. 

For  Mr.  BonAw— Messrs.  BuffiMton,  Borlinganief  Clnf- 
fee,  Comins,  Cragin,  Damrell,  Timothy  Davis.  Day.  De 
Witt,  Emrie,  Flagler.  Robert  B.  Hall.  Knapp,  Knowltoo, 
Mott,  Perry.  Pike,  Sage,  Tappan,  Thorington,  Thunton, 
TraiWn,  and  Wood. 

For  Mr.  Fuller— Memn.  Bradshaw,  Broom,  Jaoie^  H. 
Campbell,  Covode,  Dick,  E^ie,  Edwards,  Haven,  Knlgtit, 
Kunkel,  Millward,  Pearce,  Pennington,  Purviance,  Bitchie, 
Roberts,  Robison.  Sneed,  Todd,  and  Tyson. 

For  Mr.  Marshall— Metmn.  John  P.  Campbell.  CailOe, 
Cox,  Cullen,  Foster,  Hoflfman,  Lake,  Lindley,  Alcxandw 
K.  Marshall,  Paine.  Puryear.  Ready,  WilUam  R.  Smith, 
Swope,  Trippe,  Underwood,  walker,  Whitney,  and  ZoUi- 
cotTer. 

For  Mr.  PenninHon—Meaen.  Bishop,  Clawson.  Henry 
M.  Fuller,  Pelton,  Pringle,  Bobbins,  Stranahan,  and  ^oko- 
man. 

For  Mr.  WaUter—Memn.  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Bustis, 
J.  Morrison  Harris,  and  Ricaud. 

For  Mr.  Thwrston—Meaan.  Andrew  Oliver,  Spinner,  and 
Williams. 

JPor  ilfr.  Howard— Memn,  Billinghurst  and  Cadwaiaier 
C.  Washburne. 

For  Mr,  Haven— Meana.  Etheridge  and  Valk. 

For  Mr,  ZolUcoffer— Mr.  Riven. 

Fbr  Mr.  Lindlejf— Mr,  Humphrey  Marshall. 

For  Mr.  Mace-^Mr.  Lewis  D.  Campbell. 

For  Mr,  Wheeler— Mr.  Banks. 

For  Mr.  WiUiams— Mr.  Nichols. 

For  Mr.  Nichols— Mr.  Grow. 

Far  Mr,  OHver—Mr.  Wlieeler. 
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evidence  of  such  resistance  to  the  execution  of  tbe  lain  in 
Kansas  as  to  require  the  Interposition  of  military  force  for 
die  restoration  or  prescrration  of  lew  and  order  in  that 
Territory ;  and  if  he  has  received  such  evidence,  tliat  he 
will  lay  the  same  before  the  Senate,  and  also  copies  of  any 
order  which  may  have  been  Issued  oy  his  authority  for  tlie 
employment  of  mihtary  force  in  said  Territory,  if  any  such 
order  has  been  issued. 

COMMUNICATION  FROM  THE  PRESIDENT. 

Mr.  TOUCE Y.  Mr.  Preaidenl,  the  committee 
appointed  to  wfiit  on  the  President  of  the  Ignited 
6t4tea  and  inform  him  of  the  orgeoiization  of  the 
Senate,  haye  performftd  that  duty,  and  received 
for  answer  that  the  President  would  send  a  com- 
munication to  the  Senate  this  morning. 

ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  APAMS.  I  ask  leave  to  present  a  reso- 
lution: 

Retolvtdf  That  the  Senate  will,  on  Monday  next,  at  one 
o*clock,  elf.ct  a  Secretary,  Scrgcant-atr-Anns  and  Doorkeep- 
er^  and  Assistant  Doorkeeper. 

I  desire  to  say,  Mr.  President,  in  offering  this 
rosolution,  that  it  is  not  intended  as  a  reflection 
upon  any  officer  of  this  body.  When,  two  years 
a^o,  I  offered  a  similar  rosolution,  which  weis 
adopted  then,  I  did  it  upon  the  ground  that  we 
were  a  new  Congress,  to  some  extent  at  least,  and 
that  it  was  rio^ht  in  principle  that  each  Congress 
should  elect  its  own  officers.  I  have  no  anxiety 
upon  the  subject.  I  merely  offer  the  resolution  for 
the  consideration  of  the  Senate,  to  be  adopted  or 
not,  as  in  their  judgment  they  may  think  proper. 
Under  the  existing  rules  the  present  officers  will 
continue  until  otherwise  ordered  by  the  Senate. 
I  have  thought  it  right  to  offer  the  resolution  now, 
as  I  gave  notice  at  the  last  Congress  that  I  should. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  presume  it  is  not  intended 
to  ask  for  action  on  the  resolution  at  this  time. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  No,  sir;  let  it  lie  over  until  to- 
morrow. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  resolution  will  lie 
over. 

NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 

Mr.  ADAMS  ^ve  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  amend  the  natu- 
ralization laws. 

Mr.  SUMNER  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  secure  the  wages 
of  seamen  in  cases  of  wreck. 

Mr.  WELLER  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  Mil  to  authorize  the 
Postmaster  General  to  contract  for  the  transpor- 
tation of  the  United  States  mails  in  four-horse 
coaches,  tri- weekly,  from  St.  Louis,  in  Missouri, 
to  San  Francisco,  in  California. 

Mr.  FOOT  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  ask 
leave  to  introduce  the  following  bills: 

A  bill  directing  the  payment  to  the  Hon. 
George  P.  Marsh,  for  judicial  services  under  the 
act  of  11th  of  August,  1848,  while  Minister  resi- 
dent at  Constantinople,  at  the  rate  of  $1,000  per 
annum. 

A  bill  making  compensation  to  the  Hon. 
George  P.  Marsh  for  his  services  and  expendi- 
tures on  a  special  mission  to  the  Government  of 
Greece,  under  the  authority  and  direction  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  and  for  nego- 
tiating a  treaty  with  the  Government  of  Persia. 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  erection 
of  a  suitable  building  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  circuit  and  district  courts  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  several  offices  connected  thcrawith,  and 
of  the  post  office  at  Rutland,  Vermont. 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  continua- 
tion and  completion  of  the  breakwater  in  the 
harbor  of  Burlington,  on  Lake  Champlain. 

A  bill  to  extend  the  benefits  of  the  bounty  land 
art  of  the  3d  March,  1855,  to  all  those  who  turned 
out  as  volunteers  on  the  occasion  of  the  invasion 
of  Plattsburg,  in  September,  1814,  and  making 
parol  testimony  admissible  proof  of  such  volun- 
teer service. 

WITHDRAWAL  OF  PAPERS. 

Mr.  BRODHEIAD.  I  ask  leave  to  withdraw 
from  the  files  of  the  Senate  the  memorial  of  Hol- 
ker  Hughes,  leffal  representative  and  one  of  tlie 
heirs  of  Samuel  Hughes,  praying  indemnity  for 
property  destroyed  by  the  enemy  during  the  last 
war  with  Great  Britain.  The  memorialist  desires 
to  lay  the  case  before  the  Court  of  Claims. 

Leave  was  granted. 


FRIVATS  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Tsnnesaee.  I  offer  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

Retolvedf  Tbat  all  private  claims  upon  whidi  reports 
were  luade  or  ordered  oy  any  committee  of  the  fienate  at 
iu  last  HesHion,  and  all  buk  of  a  private  character  that  were 
on  the  Calendar  at  its  clo«e,  together  with  tlie  accompany- 
ing papers,  be,  and  thajr  are  hereby,  referred  to  the  Coun 
of'Claims. 

I  do  not  know,  Mr.  President,  that  there  is  any 
particular  necessity  for  the  passage  of  such  a  res- 
olution ^w,  but  It  occurred  to  me  that  it  would 
be  proper  to  adopt  the  course  which  I  have  pro- 
posed. We  shall  be  occupied  a  great  deal  with 
private  claims  hereafter,  unless  we  take  some 
such  course  as  tliis.  There  are  claims  of  an 
anomalous  character  which  cannot  be  assigned 
to  any  particular  or  specific  class  designated  in 
the  act  establishing  the  Court  of  Claims.  I  have 
no  special  casein  view  in  offering  this  resolution. 
I  merely  present  it  at  this  early  day  for  the  action 
of  the  Senate,  that  we  may  know  whether  or  not 
we  are  to  be  occupied,  as  usual,  with  claims 
which  were  pressed  on  our  attention  at  previous 
sessions.  Claims  which  are  unact«d  upon  at  the 
close  of  a  Congress  are  generally  renewed  with- 
out any  contest;  and  I  have  presented  tliis  reso- 
lution m  order  to  have  it  settled  whether  or  not 
all  classes  of  claims  before  us  should  not  be  as- 
signed to  the  court  established  for  their  adjudi- 
cation. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  would  suggest  to  the  hon- 
orable Senator  the  propriety  of  allowing  the  res- 
olution to  lie  over. 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Tennessee.  I  have  no  objec- 
tion at  all  to  its  being  allowed  to  he  on  the  table 
for  the  present,  though  I  think  it  ought  to  be  dis- 
posed of  in  some  way,  so  that  we  may  not  be 
narossed  with  applications  to  consider  claims 
which  should  mors  properly  be  assigned  to  the 
Court  of  Claims.  1  learn  inat  a  siinilar  resolu- 
tion was  passed  al  the  close  of  the  last  session  by 
the  House  of  Representatives;  and  I  cannot  see 
that  there  is  any  impropriety  in  the  Senate's  un- 
dertaking to  pursue'  the  same  course.  If,  how- 
ever, the  Senator  from  Virginia  wishes  the  res- 
olution to  lie  over,  until  to-^norrow  morning,  I 
have  no  objection. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  Mr.  President,  it  will  be 
observed  that  this  resolution  is  very  general  in 
its  character.  Private  claimants  know  the  pur- 
port of  the  law  which  we  passed  at  the  last  ses- 
sion; they  know  the  extent  of  jurisdiction  which 
has  been  conferred  on  the  Court  of  Claims;  and 
if  they  desire  to  have  their  cases  referred  to  that 
court,  they  will  make  their  desire  known  to  their 
representatives  on  this  floor,  and  have  each  par- 
ticular <^^  so  referred.  It  may  be  that  there  are 
a  large  mmib^r  of  clainuuits  who  do  not  desire  to 
have  their  claims  peferred  to  the  court.  If  so, 
we  had  better  not  pass  any  resolution  on  the  sub- 
ject, but  let  every  claimant  take  care  of  his  own 
case. 

Mr.  BELL,  o(  Tennessee.  Mr.  President,  it 
was  to  obviate  the  very  occurrence  which  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  suggests, 
that  I  thought  it  proper  to  pass  a  general  resolu- 
tion of  this  character.  If  we  do  not  pass  it,  wc 
shall  have  to  discuss  hereafter  the  propriety  of 
retcrring  each  individual  claim  to  the  Court.  This 
seems  to  me  to  be  a  useless  consumptioft  of  time. 
Besides,  I  think,  it  ought  not  to  depend  on  the 
discretion  or  the  vill  of  a  claimant,  whether  he 
will  present  his  case  to  Congress  or  the  Court  of 
(Claims.  According  to  the  spirit  and  intention  of 
the  law  which  we  passed  at  the  last  session,  it 
was  the  interest  of  Congress,  and,  as  we  pre- 
sumed, the  interest  of  the  public,  to  refer  to  the 
adjudication  of  an  appropriate  tribunal  tliose  pri- 
vate claims  which  had  previously  occupied  so 
large  a  wortion  of  the  tmie  of  tne  Senate  and 
House  ot  Representatives.     I  know  it  was  sug- 

fested  that  the  estabhshment  of  that  tribunal  was 
y  way  of  experiment.  It  may  be  said  that  it  is 
still  an  experiment;  but  that  aocs  not  meet  the 
object  of  passing  tliis  resolution.  We  are  niaking 
an  experiment  to  see  whether  or  not  private 
claims  cannot  be  passed  upon  with  justice  by  a 
•  body  which  does  not  rely  upon  merely' ex  parte 
examinations.  With  a  view  to  carry  out  the 
spirit  of  the  act  of  the  last  session,  and  in  con- 
formity with  its  intention,  I  have  thought  that  it 
would  be  proper  to  pass  a  general  resolution  of 
this  kind.    I  do  not  mean  to  press  it  now.    I 


have  no  argument  ta  make  about  it^  I  merelj 
submit  to  the  Senate  whether  there  is  not  a  gensvrf 
propriety,  at  least,  in  adopting  such  a  iimbsiu* 
as  tnis.  I  am  willing  that  it  shall  lie  orer  lUicB 
to-morrow  morning,  if  any  Senator  haa  stitn^ 
reasons  for  desiring  that  the  resolution  shall  aot 
be  pressed  to-day. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  Is  the  resohition  now  before 
the  Senate .' 

The  PRESIDENT.  No,  sir;  it  lies  over  undl 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  Mr.  President,  as  a  general 
principle,  I  shall  be  very  willing  to  refer  cIsobm 
to  the  Court  of  Claims;  but  I  am  not  williof , 
without  more  reflection,  to  pass  a  resolution  lel^- 
ring  every  claim  now  before  the  Senate  to  tiiat 
court.  I  can  readily  conceive,  sir,  that  there  may 
exist  many  cases  which  it  would  be  improper  to 
refer  to  that  court.  There  may  be  cases  mirolTilkg 
political  questions — questions  not  merel}'  of  knr, 
Dut  of  that  character  which  a  court  would  deeliae 
to  adjudicate.  It  is  possible — for  I  have  not  re- 
flected much  upon  the  subject — that  there  may  ba 
other  cases  which  ought  not  to  be  referred  to  the 
court.  I  think,  therefbre,  it  would  be  better  lo 
let  this  resolution  stand  imtil  we  shall  have  had 
time  to  reflect  upon  the  subject.  It  is  poaalbla 
that  we  may  pass  some  general  order  refcfring 
claims  to  the  Court  of  Claims;  but  so  sweepiitf  a 
one  as  this,  I  should  hesitate  much  to  vote  ror. 
I  think  we  had  better  let  the  subject  stay  for  the 
present,  hold  it  in  our  hands,  reflect  on  it,  and  in 
the  course  of  the  session  we  may  devise  some 
general  order  that  may  be  proper.  I  repeat,  I 
am  anxious,  as  a  general  principle,  that  the  Sen- 
ate should  get  rid  of  these  private  claims.  I 
think,  however,  it  would  be  aangerous  Co  pass 
such  a  resolution  as  this  at  present. 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Tennessee.  I  do  not  preoi  it 
to-day. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  resolution  lies  oirr 
under  the  rules. 

CREDENTIALS. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.    The  Senate  were  kind 
enough,  sir,  to  admit  me  to  my  seat  on  Monday, 
when  I  hod  not  sufficient  evidence  of  my  election 
I  present  to  the  Senate,  now,  my  credentials,  and 
asK  tliat  they  be  filed. 

The  tredontials  were  received,  and  ordered  to 
be  placed  on  the  file. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  If  no  Senator  has  any  busi- 
ness to  offer,  I  move  that  the  Senate  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Senate 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  December  5, 1855. 

The  House  was  called  to  order  by  the  Clerk  at 
twelve  o'clock,  m. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
Hon.  Jambs  L.  Seward,  a  Representative  from 
Georgia,  and  Hon.  Jost  Manuel  Gallegos, 
Delegate  from  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico, 
appeared,  and  took  their  scats. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.    I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  proceed  to  vote,  viva  voce,  for  a  Speaker. 
Mr.  HOUSTON,  and  others.     Call  the  roll. 
The  question  was  put,  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

TENTH  VOTE. 
The  Clerk  then  proceeded  to  call  the  roll  or 
the  tenth  vote  for  Speaker,  with  the  following- 
result:  Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  220;  neces- 
sary to  a  choice.  111;  of  which — 

Williain  A.  Richardson  received T9 

Lcww  D.  Campljell jg 

Notlmnicl  P.  Bank « 

Buiuuhrey  Marsliall 25 

Heiiry  M.  Fuller 21 

Alexander  C.  M.  PcnniJigton 9 

William  A.  Howard J  * 

Benjamin  B.  Thurston • • 

J.  Glancy  Jones ••  J 

Charles  Ready } 

Solomon  O.  Haven J 

JoEtliuaOiddings J 

Andrew  Oliver J 

John  Wheeler J 

Daniel  Mace * 

Willia«4  W.  VaJk ] 

Samuel  P.  Benson ^ 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 
For  Mr.  Riehard»on—Mvaan.  Aiken,  Allen,  BoroUr* 
Barksdalr,  Bell,  Bucock,  Boyce,  Branch,  Brooka,  Bttf- 
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JV  Mr.  ItiKi— Hi.  Lewli  D,  CuDplKll. 

For  Mr.  PtByrar—Mr.  EthciUCS. 

Fbt  Mr.  flrtt.li— Mr  Grow. 

JW  Mr.  Lo**— Mr,  Puryeu. 

JV  Wr.  Eii{H«k— Mr.  RKbardBD. 

Ftr  ifr.  K«ik_Hr.  Rl<«n. 

Fn  Jfc-.  OUht- Hi.  Wh«elei. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  (aiholf  [MUt  two,  p.m.)  1 
more  thai  the  House  do  now  Bdjourn. 

The  question  woi  laken,  and  the  motion  wai 
not  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  then  proceeded  la  call  the  roll  on 
the  Gdecnlh  vote  for  Speaker,  with  the  rollowing 
rtault:  Whole  number  of  rote*  cast,  219;  necei- 
■ai^  to  a  choice,  110;  of  which — 

Lewij  D.  CimpheH  received eo 

WUIiam  A.  Ricbvdiioii 71 

Henry  M.  Fuller 19 

ThoiDU  B.  Whiinrr » 

WiUlDm  R.  emltta ft 

Aleiandsr  C.  M.  PsnnmfUii t 

HnmpbreT  HaiehaU 8 

Biirtisnl  C.  runear 3 

BenluiiLn  B. 'I'huHUn 3 

Daniel  Mace I 

Mauhtu  H.  Nicboli 1 

Andrew  OliTor 1 

So  there  va*  no  choice. 

The  rnllnwmn  ia  Ihp  wnli-  in  iloUil- 


Tmftcm. 

For  Mr.  Ptmilntbnt—Wrmtw.  Biahon,  B 
Edward!,  Hinrr  H.  FuMei,  Rntbini.,  and  i 

Fbt  Mr.  MrntaU—Hrmrt.  EuiliA,  Keai 
ley  Tiippr,  and  Walker. 

/V  Mr.  PurycoT—yictm.  Gttieridge  ait 


Mr.  VALK.    1  move  thai  the  Houie  do 


IN  SENATE. 

THDRaDiT,  Dtetmber  6,  1855. 

The  Journal  ofyealerdaywaa  read  and  apprOTed . 

HETEOROLOGT. 


bi'|iflrlmcnl  of  iheOoTemmenl  toproascutc  mete- 
orolngical  obaerrationa  on  the  plan  proposed  by 
Lieutenant  Maury,  of  the  National  ObHervalory, 
I  marr.  that  for  the  preacnilhey  lie  upon  the  tabi*. 


1  introduce  a  bill  to  proTids  for  the 
a  court-houBc  and  post  oflic«  in  Boa- 


Michi^^an. 

A  bill  making  approprinliona  for  deepening  tht 
channel  over  the  flala  of  the  St.  Mary's  river,ii 
the  Stale  of  Michigan. 

Mr.  SEWARD  gave  notice  of  hia  intention  tc 
aak  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  providing  for  ihe  con' 
atniclion  of  a  railroad  lo  the  Pacific. 

Mr.  JONES.'of  loWH,  gave  notice  of  hia  in' 
ask  leave  to  introduce  the  following 


billa: 


A  bill  making  a  grant  of  land  lo  the  State  of 
Iowa,  in  oilernale  sections,  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  certain  railroada  therein. 

A  bill  lo  extend  the  western  boundary  of  the 
State  of  Iowa. 

TROUBLE H  IN  KANSAS. 


The  FRESIDEJKT.    The  resoluUon  will  be 


1  think  il  is  unusual  lo  enter  upon  any 
of  this  character  until  tiie  other  House  is  organ- 
ised. This  resolution  asks  the  President  to  com- 
municate wilh  us  in  advance  of  his  annual  mes- 
safc.  I  ihink  there  is  no  precedent  for  such  ■ 
call  on  the.  President  before  the  two  Houses  ore 
organized  ani  ready  to  proceed  lo  business, 

Mr.  HALE,  I  have  no  particular  objection 
to  the  course  su^csled  by  the  Senator  ttom  Vir- 
ginia, though  I  do  not  myself  sec  that  Oicre  is 
any  impropHety  in  pasaing  I  hia  resolution  Dow. 
I  remember  that  some  discussion  was  had  in  this 
body  about  aiic  years  ago  when  ■  somewhat  sim- 
ilar condition  of^lhings  existed.  Although  there 
was  no  vote  taken  then,  if  I  remember  aright  it 
was  underxtood  at  that  time  that  the  Senate,  even 
at  a  colled  executive  session,  might  act  on  any 
buainess  which  did  not  rG(|uire  the  concurrent 
action  of  the  Houae;  ond  it  is  veiy  certain  that  a 
call  for  information  by  this  body  does  not  require 
their  action.  If,  however,  the  resolkion  ia  ob- 
jeclcd  to  on  ihc  ground  which  hns  been  assigned, 
I  have  no  objeclinn  lo  ila  lying  over  until  wc  get 
ihe  measaee. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  did  not  say  that  we  had 
not  the  power,  bti 1 1  mcrelv  su^eated  that  it  was 
unusual  in  advance  of  the  President's  annual 
message,  to  call  for  a  special  message. 

Mr.  HALE.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  wish  to  do 
sjiylhing  unusual;  I  therefore  withdraw  my  mo- 
tion. Ihc  resolution  can  lie  over  until  the  mea- 
sage  has  been  received. 

PROPOSED  ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr.  HUNTEK.  i  am  not  aware  Ihot  ihere 
will  be  any  motion  to  go  into  executive  session, 
and  OS  I  see  nothing  ihat  we  can  do  until  the 
other  House  is  organized,  except  executive 
business,  I  move  Ihat  Ihc  Sf  nntu  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  move  thai  when  the  Senal« 
adjourn,  it  be  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  would  auggeai  that  that  is 
hardly  courteous  io  the  other  House,  or  to  the 
President.  The  House  may  organize  to-day;  if 
so,  the  message  can  be  received  to-morrOW.    Sup- 

lose   the   House  -■     '-■ -------    -■     - 

jvould  be  ready 
should  not  he  in 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  hope  we  shall  not  adjourn 
to  Monday.  I  think  the  honomble  Senator  from 
Virginia  is  decidi'dly  right.  It  is  possible  ihe 
Moiue  may  organize  lo-day,  or  to-moirow;  and 


December  0, 

>,  and  the  country 


if  ihey  should,  we  t.„  „ , , ..„ 

is  anxious,  to  hear  the  views  of  tlK- Pre.  . 
the  United  Stales.  I  irusl,  sir,  that  we  ehall  re- 
main here  until  we  aseeriain  thnt  there  is  no  rea- 
sonable prospect  of  the  House  organizing  durioc 
Che  week. 

Mr.  WEXLER.  I  believe  we  adopted  b  tuU, 
the  other  day,  fixing  the  hour  of  meeting  al 
twelve  o'clock  each  day.  Thnt  rule  cannot -bf 
changed,  except  bv  a  proposition  of  wfairh  one 
day's  notice  must  be  grven;  1  therefore  object  to 
the  consideration  of  the  resolution  to  Bdjourn 
over  lo  Monday  next. 

The  PRESIDENT.  It  is  a  mere  ordeir,  and 
not  a  rule  of  the  Senate,  which  lixea  ihe  hour  of 
meeting.  The  Senate  can  entertain  a  motion  u> 
adjourn  to  a  fiiced  day.  Does  the  Senator  from 
New  Hampshire  insist  on  his  motion  > 

Mr.  KALE.  No,  sir,  I  shall  not  do  so,  nince 
the  intimation  of  the  Senator  from  Delaware, 
which  is  entirely  new  to  me,  that  Ihe  country  i* 
waiting  with  great  anxiety  for  the  mesaage. 
[Laugliler.}  I  withdraw  the  modon. 
PRIVATE  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  desire  to  ask  the  Senate  to 
consider  for  a  single  moment  a  resolution  sub- 
mitted yeslerdayliy  the  Senator  from  Tennes- 
see. I  only  desire  to  have  it  taken  up  for  the 
purpose  of  submiuine  an  amendment,  so  that  the 
Senate  can  consider  both  the  resolution  ofTered 
by  the  Senator  and  the  amendnenc  which  I  pro- 


id  the  t 


ceeded  to  consider  the  following 

milled  yesterday  by  Mr.  Bell,  of  Tennessee; 

on  itir  Cdleitdar  m  ita  cicwe,  logr-thtr  wiUi  the  sccompaa}'- 
jns  papera,  be,  and  Ilicy  ore  bercby,  referred  lo  Ibe  Covi 
oTClalaM. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  propose  to  amend  that 
reaolution  by  striking  out  alt  afler  ihe  word 
"that,"  and  inscriing; 

The  paitiei  lalerrMcd  in  all  private  daimi  upon  which 

the  isme,  iDffiher  wilh  ihEsecampuiyiiigiwpvn,  rmm  Uie 
0le«i,riJ]e  Senale,  for  the  purpucof  preienUa|  Uiem  be 
Ibre  tlK  Conn  of  Claima. 

rdo  not  propose  that  ihc  subject  shall  be  con 
sidered  at  this  lime. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  The  amendment  ofiheSi™- 
alor  trom  Maine  obriales  the  objection,  which  1 
made  yesterday,  lo  Ihe  resolution  introduced  by 
my  honorable  friend  from  Tennessee.  I  am  will- 
ing to  adopl  thai  amendment,  and  adopt  it  at  once, 
if  the  gentleman  desires. 

Mr.  STUART.  It  is  not  proposed,  I  under- 
stand, to  consider  the  matter  al  this  time;  I  move, 
therefore,  that  the  Senate  do  now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Senate 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thubidav.  Dtetmber  6,  1855. 

The  Clerk  called  the  House  to  Order  at  twelve 

The  Journal  ofyestcrday  was  reodand  approved. 

Mr.  WHITNEY.  Before  the  Houseproceeda 
to  vote  for  Speaker,  I  beg  leave  lo  withdraw  the 
name  of  HcMPuazv  Marshall,  of  Kentucky, 
as  a  candidate. 

SIXTEENTH  VOTE  FOR  SPEAKER. 

The  tellers  ihen  resumed  their  places,  and  the 
Hotise  proceeded  lo  vote  a  sixteenth  lime  for  a 
Speaker,  wilh  the  following  result.'  Whole  num- 
ber of  votes,  323;  Decesiory  lo  a  choice,  113;  of 

I.RWis  D.  Cunptfll  received 79 

WlDiamA.  Kwhsntoon M     • 

Henry  M.  Fuller 90 

William  R-Smllh 14 

jDbnWneelci lU 

AlrjnadvrC.  M.  PesniDRon 9 

Nslhnnlel  P.  Banki 0 

William  W.  ValPi a 

Benjaniir  B.  ThormoB ; ■-! 

Ji^n  8,  Cnitlle U 

Daniel  More 1 

RtcliardC.  riiryear I 

Maiihlan  H.  Kirlin)] 1 

Henry  A.  Edniii^winV.'.'.V.V.V, '.!/.'. '.!'.'.'."!'.'.■.;*.!  I 

Percy  WiUlicr 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 
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December  7, 


ClmplMlJ,  COTOda,  Mck,  EMt,  Fimer,  Knnctt,  Knlgfal, 
Kuikcii  MUlnrd,  P«ucg|FeDiilnnini,  Fnnluuic,  Staiy, 

Bttchis,  BabHU,  SbcaI,  Todd,  lyHo,  Un^nrwd,  nd 

Far  Mr.  PnuifniloA— Mswn.  Bsnw*,  Biibop,  CUw- 
wm,  Edwnrrl.,  Usnry  M.  FuMof,  Hfiven,  KnowlKm,  Kuo., 
Norton,  PsiJwr,  Pellon^wPrinBls,  Rottini,  Bvft,  Stnm- 
ku,Wikciiui,BUibuQrWutibuiM,  Wond,uid  Weod- 

i^Mt.tVltder~Slrmrm.B*yMiiaMik,Oal\ea,Baajj 
Wiuwr  Davii,  J.  Moniun  Ham*,  Hoffqvui.  ALeiandcr  IC 
MutOwJl,  Andrsw  Oliver,  Bicand,  BpUiDu,  Tliuiuaa,  \Mt, 
tad  Wbimsy. 

Far  Mr.  *-f"  V-T—  JcAn  F.  Campbell,  CuUlc.  Cox, 
LakB,  Palm,  FiUrsu,  Blron,  ud  Tiinpu. 

Ar  Ifr.  nurMaii— Mown.  Nicboii,  Peitt,  and  WU- 


Mr.  LEITER,  (at  a  quarter  past  three  o'clock.) 
1  move  thai  this  Hoosc  do  uow  adjourn. 
Mr.  MORGAN.     [  ask  for  larera  ontl.c  mo- 

The    Clerk    ordered    lellera,    and     appointed 

UcBSri.  MOKStN  Olid  LETtilER. 

Mr.  STANTON.    I  denurnd  the   yeaa  and 

^r.  LETCHER.  I  should  like  to  know  what 
ride  Ihore  is  giTitig  /oa  the  right  to  roll  the  ycoi 

Mr.  STANTON.  The  Conatitatinn  recognizes 
the  right. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Not  llU  the  Honse  has 
organized.  y 

rCricaof"  Vole!"  "Goon  with  the  ioII.ts!"] 

The  CLERK.  It  is  in  ordenr  to  caU  for  the 
yeas  ajid 


n  the 


Mr.  JONES,  ofTtnncBBce.  Youemnt: 
teltera  on  thti  yeoi  and  nays.  Tellers  a 
recognized  by   any   rule   under   which   v 

aciine. 

■"1. 


The  yeas  and  mys  are  not 
'Bs  then  taken ;  and  the  tcttera 


ordered. 
The  qt 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  Hoiue  then  proceeded  to  vote  the  twentv- 
first  time  for  Speaker,  with  the  following  resnlt: 
Wliole  number  oT  votes  cast,  311;  necessary  lo  s 
choice,  106;  of  which— 

Wmiam  A.  BIchaidMo  Kceived 71 

Katbaaiel  P,  Binki.'.' .""".'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.','.','."'.'.!!.! 31 


D.  M.  Feai 


uH.Klcholi 9 


Asdnw  OIlTct. . . 
Henry  Winlot  Da 
FercrVVallHr.... 

-VUliam  Aiken... 


Far  K 


.  JWIw-Mkh 


Bianifn,  Taj^wi,  Wad*,  and 

Biadjhaw,  Droom,  JamM  U, 
Me,  Foner,  KciiDilt,  Knlnht, 
•onnlngtoa,  Purrianre,  ReadJ, 


e,  EIlibD  B.  Wukburae, 


KTmfci,:     -         .- -  - 

Klv«n,  Roberu,  Hotted,  Todd,  Tynun,  and 

For  Mt.  PmniMMa  Mmt^  Brn«qn,  Dl 
Edwordi,  nenrr  M.  Fullur,  Haven,  Knoi, 
Pell4a,  PrinoLe,  RobblDii,3Dce,  Stjiuiahan,' 

man,  Cadvalader  C.  WaabUinie,  ' 

Wood,  and  Woodwonh. 

FotMt.  H'*Mta--Me«iir».CuUen,H«ujWlnli-i 
Monlinn  Hartli,  Hoffhian,  AteiuHJor  K.  Manhsll 
and  WhJtnpy,'  '     ^       '■     "      .       «" 

"     "  -•.C«np(*U,  Cai 

HI,  anilTrippe. 

HuJtnU—Krten.  fi^onAy  and  <^w, 
Xr.  IJowarA — Mr.  DLULDCbiuiL 
__    Jfr.  Karr-Mr.  Day. 
Frr  Mr.  OUmt— Mr.  W  Leeler. 


/brJfr.l 


FnHr.a 

Frr  Mr.  0. „ 

For  Mr.  Daeit-H 


r.  WaUer—Ml.  Ea-I 
r.  ^iken~-Mr.  RlRhii 
Vr.Dumt 


Far  Mr.. 
For  Mr.  1 

Mr.  SAPP,  (at  a  quarter  before  four  o'clock.) 
move  that  llic  House  do  now  adjourn. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
And  thereupon  the  House  adjourned  uDlil 


IN  SENATE. 

FaiDiT,  Dtcember  7,  1955. 

TheJoumolofyeStcrday  was  read  ond  approved . 

NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 

Mr.  WELLER  gave  notice  of  his  inleotion  to 

ask  leave  to  introduce  thv  fo! lowing  bills: 

A  bill  lo  amcud  on  net  cnliikd  "  An  act  to 
establish  a  United  Slates  circuit  court  in  ihc  Slate 
of  California,"  approved  March  3,  IH55. 

Abill  toauthonzotindfiidlilale  the  construc- 
tion of  a  Pacific  railroad  and  magnetic  telegraph 
through  ihe  territories  of  Ihc  United  Slates. 
EXECUTIVE  BUSINESS. 
Several  messages  in  writing  were  received  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  hy  Mr.  Sid- 
net  WiBiTEtt.  his  Secrslflry. 
The  PRESIDENT.    The  messages  are  of  an 

Mr,  WEU:.Le'r.  '  I  move  that  (he  Senate 
cecd  to  llie  cutis idciatiun  of  exe 

The  motion  was  agreed  toi  and  after  some 
lime  spent  in  oieculivr  session,  the  doors  were 
reopened,  and  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

FmnaT,  December  7,  ia55. 

The  Clerk  called  the  House  to  order  at  twelve 

o'clock,  m. 
The  J  Dumal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved . 

ELECTION  OT  SPEAKER. 

The  election  of  Speaker  being  tlic  business  in 

order,  the  House  proceeded  to  vole  the  Iwenty- 

second  time,  with  the   following  result:  Whole 

number  of  votes  cast,  221;  neccsunryio  a  choice, 


BoJoraon  U.  Ilavea. . . 

Percy  Wslksr 

flniDphny  HarshaH. 
fleniy  Vf.  UotTDtan. . 
Auguiitai  E.  Maxwell 
Manliinf  H  ■■--■—■- 


Beui 


!wOlivBr 1 

So  Ihere  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  Ihc  rote  in  detail: 

FarMr.  OnnpMJ— Ueagn.AIUBon, Ball, Banks, Bubaiii, 
'"'inrBennm.BenKHijBillingburEt,  Brentan,IliirlliiEstn>', 
itlee,  Ean  Clark,  CoUki,  CodiIih,  Ctnfn,  CuniWk, 
DnareU,  Tlmnlh]'  I>avli,  Dean,  !)•  Wilt,  l)ick-<an,  DhIiI, 
Dmui,  Durl^,  Flqrier,  GslJoira]',  CUbett,  Gnnaer,  Bobeit 
D.  Hall,  Uarlaii,  IlaniMn,  HoUaway,  TMiDaa  ft.  Ilanoa, 
Vtlniiiw  D.  lIorUMi,  Howard,  Hunmon.  Kotacy,  Kina, 
Knani,  Knowltan,KDai,Leilct,Ha«,.MBUei»B,UcCany, 
KUHso  MDler,  Mooic,  Marfan,  Mornll.  Murray,  Norton, 
Paiker,  Pdion,  FetUi,  Flke,  PrinflB,  BaUn,  Sage,  eeon, 
BbRnsn,  SlamuHu,  eumon,  Tappaa,  Tlnrtiip3B,  Wade, 
Wikaman.  WslMdia,  Waldnm,  CodwaUdcr  C.  tVssb- 
bome,  Ellibu  B.  Wubtnimc,  liracl  Wadibum,  Watoon, 
Welclj,  Woodruff,  and  Woodtronb. 

fW  Mr.  AtcWOWH— Mem.  Aiken,  Alien,  Buclay, 
Bscksdale,  Bell,  Uoeoct,  Bowie,  Boyce,  Biasch,  Biooka, 


Hall,  Bamp-nn  IV.  Uairia,  Tlumiu  1,.  Horns,  Herbert, 
Hniuum,  3cwt:a,  George  W.  Junr^n,  J.  Gloney  Jofie^ 
Kciii,  Kidwvll,  Letclier,  Liinipkia,  Suuuel  8.  Mondiall, 
Maiwell,  MeMiUUk,  Mctlueen,  Sniitli  Hluer,  MlltKn, 
Mordecal  Oliver,  Orr,  Pec^k,  Plielpi,  Ftnvell,  Uultmaa, 
Bufflu,  Rum,  Sandidge,  Bavan,  Seward,  Hburter,  Samod 
A.  SmUb,  WilUsni  Smidi,  ^tejilKna,  Siewan,  TatbnCL 
TayJor,  ViUI,  Warner,  Walkina,  Welti,  Wioxlow,  b3 

For  Jfr.  Fuilrr—Mearn.  Bndrbaw,  BrODDi,  Jamn  H. 
Campbell,  Covode,  Edie,  Kenuell,  KnJ([W,  Kunkel.MtB- 

Rivm,  Buberu,  9necd,  Todd,  Tynn,  and  ZollleoflVr,       ' 
For  Mr.  B<inir—ltcain.  Albrlghi,  Binchain,  Ullai,  BdO^ 

ingloD,  Lewis  l>.  Camiibell,  Emrto,  GiddlaiE,  Moo,  Bob- 

1«D,  Bu>p,  andTra[\on. 
For  Mr.  R'*(;c(cr—>ICMr9.Cullcii,lli'nii  Winter  Datis, 

l.MoiTi»nllarri>,H<>irii>an,Andrrw01ivet,raln<,  Blcsud, 

SpinnrT,  ThurBlon,  Valk.and  H'tallncy. 
For  Mr.  Peiunnfton — Mea^rp.  DLihun,  riawpnp,  IHefc- 

Edwanb,  Henry  M.  Fuller,  Hnvcu,  Mcacbsm,  9trualian, 

aiid  Wood. 

-  -  -      -    camptiell.  Cox 


•hall,  Swopc,  trippe,  and  tlndenvood. 
For  Mr.  rlurrfoi.— Meaw..  Hay,  Wcholi,  Peiry,  ud 

For  Mr.  Hiffman—M!.  IVillimi  B.  Smith. 

For  Mr.  Nb*ili—Mr.  Grow. 

For  Mr.  OIUft-M,.  VVheHer. 

The  Houae  proceeded  to  vote  the  twenty^third 
lime  for  Speaker,  with  the  following  result: 
Whole  num^r  of  votes,  231;  necessiry  to  a 
choice.  Ill;  of  which- 

Lewis  D.  Campbell  rcceiv.^d 7S 

WUIlam  A.  BlchardMiD 73 

llenfjM.  Fuller IS 

NntSon 

'2 

So  there  was  no  choice. 
The  following  is  tlie  vole  In  detail: 
f>)ri(r.CafiiptFU— .M«Hn.Alt)rlghi,AllifOn,Ball.Banlu, 
BailKHir,  Uenry  Benuelt,  Benson,  lliUiii^unK,  BiaaliBni, 
Bi>entaii,Bu[lin(anie,ClBa'eo,Eira  Clark, Cnlba.Coaiiiu, 
Cmgln,  Cunilnck,  [laoiretl,  Tituoiliy  Davii,  Drm,  Da 
Witl,  Dlckaan,  Dodd,  Dunn,  Durlw,  FlMlrr,  Callowmy, 
Oilbctt,  Granger,  Bobcrl  B.  BaU,  Harlan,  llarriMHi,  Uol- 
loiray,TliainDaIt.  Honon.VnlcnUneB.  nonon,  Howard, 
Hgghntrm,  Kelwy,  King,  Knapp,  Knawllan,  Knoi,  Letter, 

Mace,  Matlewn,  M^Curty,  Killlao  Miller,  Moi-  '" 

Morrill,  Munsy,  Norton,  Parker,  Fellua,  I 
Pringle,  Sabin,  i^age,  Scotl,  iillerniau,  Siuiiuo 
Tomiin,  Ttaoringtun,  Wade,  Walbrkbe,  1 
walddii  C.   Waahbutne,  Eiiibu   B.  Vl'aal 


Monn, 


»br  Mr. 


Illbu   B.  WaahlHiroe,   Inacl 
Woodruff,  and  WoDdnonti. 

Bnrkudalc,  Bi'll,  Henry  S. 

Branrli,  Dumelt,  Cailwalxier,  L'arutnen,  uankie,  vnaw- 
nan,  Howell  l.'uiib,  Wiillainaao  B.  W.  Cubb,  Craigo,  Craw- 
fonl,  DowJell,Edniund«n,  Elliotl.EnglMi.EvBns.Paidk- 
ncr,  FlorcarT,  Tiioioai  J.  D.  Fuller,  floodo,  Graenwood, 
AuguitUB  Hall,  SaupMn  W.  Hutia,  TboBsa  L.  HaRis, 
Hcrlirrt, lUckmnn,  Hounon, Jewau, Ocoiih  W.JaaH,J. 
Olancy  Jones,  Kelu,  Krily,  Kiilw.:!!,  LeictiPr,  LuumUD, 
Damuel  a.  Marshall, Muwcl1,Mc.MuUln.Mcaua«.fliailh 
Miller.  Mitlaon.  Moidccai  Oliver,  Or,  Peck.  Pbcli^  PoweU, 
<luiiiiiaii,Bulfln,Buu,BaDdidgD,Siiviiga,  Reward, Stiorler, 
Samuel  A.  timiUi,  Williun  Snulli.Htejiliena,  Slcwun,  TO- 
bou.  Tsiior,  Vail,  Wornar,  Walkini,  Welb,  Wlmdon,  and 
Jului  V.  Wriiiil. 

far  Mr.  falIiT—Mi.-artr.  Brwldiaw,  Droom,  Jama  H. 
Campbell,  Covnde  ,Bdie,Kni|ital,Kuukrl.Mlllwanl,  Pram, 
FenDingtoa,  Furviance,  Rltdiie,  Bobeit^  Todd,  Tyina, 
and  ZDlUcDa^r. 

For  Mr.  ZoUitoffrr-Mrmr:  Coi,  Foaler,  Kennelt.  Lake, 
Llndley,  Alexander  K.  Manball,  lliunpiirey  Miir>l»]l, 
Pgryev,  Ready,  Rivers,  lioeed,  ewope,  Trippe,  Uadet- 


,and  Waltc 

i^brUr.  H'litcIn'-'Mi 
i.   Moriimn  Harris,   E 


n.  CullcB,  Henry  Wlater  Davia, 

1,  Valk.and  WlUiney.  '  '  ' 

B.  Bliii,  Uufflai^uui,  Lewis  D. 
',  McKltau,  Matt,  Baliiinn ,  Bapp, 

irtm.  BUbop.  ClaWHOn,  Uck, 
:r,  Rolibui^  dtrauaban,  IVaka^ 

nn.  Day,  Nictiob,  Feny,  aad 


For  Mr.  tfalkn—] 

ForMr.r    

For  Mr.  , 
For  Mr.  . 
F!,rMT.Fotla—»t.li 
For  Mr.  aacork—Mi.  I 
For  Mr.  6Jirir-.Ur.  V 
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Mr^AMPBEIX,ofObio.    Mr.  Clerk,  I  ask 
tk  indolgenee  of  the  House  BUtil  I  con  reiiiDis 

ODB  of  ihe  obstacle*  to  our  orgsnization .    The 
coonlry  is  looking  on  our  proceedings  wilh  deep 


edga  tke  unportaDce  of  a  speedy  or^nizalion. 
We  hare  now  bcBii  Toting  Stb  days;  cwenf- 
three  toicb  hove  been  token.    I  find,  throagh  i 


partiality  of  friende,  tiiat  1  have  received,  id  lix 
of  Utose  Totee,  a  hig'her  nombcr  than  any  other 
candidate  before  the  Honse;  and  in  aU  the  rotes, 
a  greater  nnmber  tlian  any  other  candidate  pf  the 
wpoiition  to  LheAdniiDisirsiion.  Yd,  air,  it  ig 
obrioiu  to  me  tbal  il  is  imposaible  (or  my  fiiendt 
to  succeed,  untesB  I  can  perform  one  of  three  eon- 
ditionsilorepudiatemy  well-kuown  principles  in 
loslsveryi  my  riewa  on  Americaaismj 
le  way  directlV,  or  indirectly, 
ith  regard  to  th(  *       ' 

UamSunttoa 

speci,  and  mak«  me,  in  my  opinion,  a  fit  object 
for  pDbl>«  «oniompt. 

Under  these  circonstances,  and  feeling  that  the 
interesla  of  the  country  require  an  or^nicalion, 
and  tfigaitling  those  interests  ha  paramount  to 
every  other  consideration,  I  withdraw  my  name 
from  the  canvass.  And  in  takiog  my  seat,  I  de- 
sire to  relum  to  the  friends  who  have  shown  so 
much  fidelity  to  ine,  my  sincere  gratitude,  and 
my  thanks  to  my  political  opponents  who  bsve 
givenmeevideocesOf  ihcirpcraonal  regard.    My 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  rota  a  twenty- 
fourth  time  for  Speaker,  with  the  fbllowilig  re- 
mit: Whole  number  ofvotea,  990;  sacassary  to 
a  choice.  111;  of  which — 


HnurH.  Fuller U 

jUsuadirC,  M.  PenulnRon IB 

FeUi  K.  ZdiHcoAr IS 

Benluniii  D.  Tbanm U 

JcittnWtiecler U 

Ivsel  Wsabliura ■ 

ITitnan  A.  Bowim 5 

Junes McBcbBni ,<-.-.,,-.-  fi 

MuoD  nr.Tspmn 3 

Jolm  Woodtuff. i 

I.ewts  O.  CuDDbeU 1 

WilHun  R.  Simtll I 

MitUUsiH.Ntcboli,.... 1 

Percy  Wslitet.. ..."."■"■".'.".'!."."!!! i!!r.!'."ililiii"  I 

John  aeon  HsnliDii J 

WsroeiL.  UDdRWDod I 

EUiha  B.Wubbiune 1 

EzraCluk 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 
The  foUowing  ia  the  rote  in  detail: 
nr  ttr.  WdtarJHn  Mwsfi.  Aiken,  Allen,  Bucler, 
BitknUe,  Bell,  BcDiT  B.  Bennett,  Bneocli,  Bowie,  Bores, 
Brencb,  Dtooka,  Biiineli,  Cndwnlsder,  Cinitta*n,  Cukte, 
Clinpiinii,  Homll  Coliti,  WUHwudd  K.  W.  Cobli,  Cnl)g<, 
Cnvdbrd,  Dowdell,  Edmudson,  EUKitl,  GnEllrii,  Evana, 
Fnulkuer,  r\onact,  Thomu  I.  D.  Puller,  Qoode,  Qnta- 
mod,  AnnitDi  HiU.  BuniMiD  W.  Ilitnii,  Tbomu  U. 
Haimi,  UetlKn,  UickoMn,  Uoonon,  Jewfli,  OeorgB  Vf. 
Jonen,  J.  OtSDCt  Jonei,  Keitt,  Kelly,  Kldircll,  Lotcher, 
l.ainpkiD,  Baaiael  S.  RfBrglali,  MunuU,  McMuUiu,  Mc- 
Quevn,  Efaiiih  Miner,  MiUM>n,MonIemriliTgr,Orr,  Peck, 
Fbelpi,  PnHeD,  auilman,  Rufflo,  Bun,  8iuidiiLR,  SBnue , 
flewird,  eiioner,  asmUFi  A.  Snilth,  WUIisiD  BTDiib,  Sts- 

KBiii.SlewMl.'rilbotl,  Tnjlor,  Vnil,  Warner,  Wnltlni, 
cUs,  Wiulow,  uid  John  V.  Wright. 

For  Jfr.  Bim*i-Mc»re.  AftrlBtii,  Blnrtam,  Bltw,  Brtn- 
loB,  Safflnpon,  Lcwla  D.  Cimnhett,  CoUu,  Combaek, 
IHcliBOD,  IVidd,  Dunn,  Einrte,GidiliiiKS,Oilhcn,GninRt, 
HmIbb,  HoUowsjr,  Tlmnu  B.  Honon,  Vsleniine  B.  Hoi- 
ton,  llowanl,  Hocllslon,  Kelacy,  Klni,  HacF,  Meichun, 
KIBlui  Miller,  Moo,  Pelttt,  RoMaon,  Sabln,  Bupp,  Bcntt, 
BhenBan,  Bimmont,  HuDion,  ThorUiEion,  WBde,  Wal- 
IsUi^,  Waldron,  Wsiion,  anil  Woodwontt. 

for  tb.  Ai/ter— Mcagra.  Brsdabiw,  Broom,  Jnmei  H. 
CBoipbel1,Co¥ode,Ciilfen,Edle,Horii«in,Hn«n,Knljhi, 
Knnkel.  Mlllwsrd, Peine,  Pennlnzton,PurTtuice,ltilehle, 
BobiTti,  Todd,  T^n,  os  j  ZoUicoffEi, 

fW  AT,  Pnin£iuton — M'MHre-  Hi^nrv  Beanalt,  Benson, 
Btobop,  OXKiDn,  DliA,  fidnrda,  Ilenrv  M.  FuHcr,  Gut- 
lowBj,  Knoi,  Korton,  Pufcn,  Fellon,  Prtntle,  Sobbini, 
Sue,  auvialuui,  Wnkemsn,  ud  Wood. 

Fbt  M-.  Zolttn^cr— Me*ra.  lolin  F.  Cnmpbell,  Bajird 
CInrk,  Ooi,  Puiter,  Lake,  Lindley,  Ah>mndfr  K.  Har- 
Aall.Buinphrei'MiirThell,  Porrear,  Beadr,  Hrren,  Snced, 
Bwope.  TrioH,  and  Walker. 

For  Mr.  Ttunion— Mpmra.  Banks,  Comlra,  I>iiy,  De 
Will,  Durflie.BnIien  S.  liUI,  Knapp,  Kuowtton,  NicliDia, 
l^rry,  and  WiUiami. 

Far  Mr.  Wlierl<T~-Vlt»n,  Henry  Winter  DdtIi,  J.  Mor- 
rtsoo  IlarHi,  UoBhian,  Andrew  OUrer,  Paine,  Ricsuit, 
WllUam  H.  Bmllb.Bpinoer,  Tbunton,  Vaik,  and  Wbteey. 

Far  Mr.  lirati  ifoUum-Heran.  AlUaen,  Ciacm,  Hc- 
Csny,  Monti),  Mnrtay,  and  ToniHn. 

FtT  Mr.  HaKori—Main.  Barbour,  BllltnfAnml,  Letter, 
Cadivalader  C,  Wiabbume,  and  Elllhu  B.  Waihbume, 

fbr  Mr.  Jfnclni— Mmrt,  Ezra  Clark,  Dem,  lenel 
WiHibun,  Wcleb,  and  WeodrntT. 


Pbr  Mr.  l^fppan — Me 

FUe. 

Far  Mr.  ir'wdn#— Msaati.  Chillto  BBd  TiaMby  Davis. 

For  Mr.  CmnpAeS-Hr.  Monan. 

Far  Mr.  SniO— Mr,  CarlUe. 

Far  Mr.  Nid»^~Mi.  Orow. 

Far  Mr.  Hmta—Mi.  Eltaerldfa. 

Far  Mr.  B-attw— Mr.  Emlis. 

Far  Mr.  OWcer— Mr.  Wboeler, 

Far  Mr.  HarrUon — Mr.  Ball. 

Far  Mr.  OBilrmoi—iai.  KconeK. 

fbr  tb.  EUUm  B.  WaMunu-Hl.  M MtoM. 

Far  Mr.  aark—Ut.  'nslton. 

Hie  House  then  proceeded  to  rots  the  nren^- 
fiUi  time  for  Speaker,  with  the  following  re«uh; 
Whole  number  of  roles,  ai9i  necessary  to  a 
choice,  nOi  of  which — 

WiUitm  A.  SicbardHn  recetred 79 

«aTTM.I^iet...'.'.'.'.'.V.[liy.'."y.'.V."'.'.'.'.'.".'.M 

AleiiuMltlC  M.FaBoiSflMi 16 

Felli  EC.  ZoUicoOer IS 

Jolm  Wheelsr r. 10 

lartet  Waihbnra.. .-.....,......--,------.--,----.  S 

Beiitnin  B.  TtiurMan S 

MuoD  W.  Ttppao 4 

Willie w  A.TlH^WHifl s 

Willli 

Howe 

Bmiit 

Lewfa  D.  Caapbaij ^,.,...,,.. 1 

MauuMH.  Nickoi>^^'.'."!*.^"ii^^"'^^"I^I'^^!i  i 

Pfrcy  Walker I 

Jolin  Woodiuir. 1 

bh« Clark.... '.'.!!'.'."!','.;".'.!",'.!!'.'.l!'.'.!".*.;!'.'.  i 
Bo  there  was  no  chtnee. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

Far  Mr.  Rlcianlwii— Mean*.  Aiken,  Allen,  BsrclSTi 

Sarkadnle,  Bell,  Henry  S.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Boivle,  Boyce, 
ranch,  ^ooka,  Bumatt,  I3adwaiadar,  CimUHra,  Caikle, 
CUngninn,  Hoirell  Cobb,  Wiliamnn  H.  W.  Cobb,  Cnige, 
Cnwfbrd,  Ztovrdell,  Edmundaon,  Ellloa,  EnsUili,  Evana, 
Paulkoer,  Florence,  Tbomaa  J.  D.  PuUor,  Goodo,  tjrren- 
wend,  AnKWaii  Hull,  TlionuH  L.  Harrlf,  RerlKri,  llkk- 
man,  Hounon,  JeirettiGeDrte  W.  Jonei,  J.  OlaiKy  Jonas, 
Kelll,  KeUr>  KidWtU,  Iielcbn,  LiunpUa,  S«o«kI  B.  Mbt- 
afasU,  MniweD,  HcHidlin,  McQueen,  BmJIb  MiUer,  Mill- 
eon,  ilotdeeal  Oliver,  Orr,  pMk,  Pl»ln,  Powall,  ttuiUii^, 
Rnmn,  Bandldge,  Ssrue,  Bewitd,  BMfter,  iMDiuel  A. 
Smttb,  WUHuD  Bailth,Sienhais,BteWBn,Talliott,Ta¥tiir, 
Vail,  Wanw,  Watk&H,  WeUi,  Wlaalo*,  and  lotin  V. 
Wrignt. 

Far  Mr.  Kmte— Mesira,  Albriajil,  Barbour,  Benry  Ben- 
nett, BtnifaaiD,  BHn,  Brenlan,  Biifflng1nn,Liiwi9D.  Ounir- 
lMll,Cot&i,  Cnmback,  Day,  DiokMn.Dodd,  Dunn,  Emrja, 
Qiddinp,  llUben,  Srangar,  Haitui,  UsHawav,  Tbotnai  B. 
.  Honnn,  Vnlcatine  B.  I^non.  Howard,  Huihnon,  KcIkj, 
,  Kin(,  Mace,  KillMn  Milter,  Mnit,  NlcHola,  PetUI,  KoBiKin, 
BataPjfiapp,  BcofI,  Bbennan, SimmoDa, Bianlaa,'nKrri(i»- 
UB,  Wufg,  WaltiidBe,  Waldroi,  WUnn,  and  Wood- 

FOT  Mr.  mi<r— Hessa.  Bradiliaw,  Broom,  Jamea  H. 
Campbell,  COTode,  Cullen,  Bdie,  Harrinn,  Haven,  Kniglil, 
Knnkel,lnUlward,Pearca,  Penninrton.Purvlance,  Ready, 
BlldilP, Blvem, Butieru,  WUIiii^B.  Smiili,  Biieed,Ti>dd, 
Tywn,  and  ZiHllcaftr. 

At  Mr.  fam^Mten— Mesarn.  Ball,  Bauon,  BMop, 
CIlWBOn,  Dick,  Edinrds,  Henry  M.  FuUer,  Gallowny, 
Knoi,  Packer,  Fellon,  Fnnilc,  KobMna,  Sage,  Btranataau, 
Wakenan,  Whitney,  aad  Wood. 

Far  Mr.  ZgUico^er— Miwn.  John  P.  Onpbell,  Coi, 
Foster,  Kennett,  Lake,  Llndley,  Aleiander  K.  MoralisU, 
Poiyear,  Swope,  Trippe,  ITnderftwKl,  and  Wslkor. 

Ar  Mr.  Wiitltr—Meiait.  Henry  l^inter  Davis,  I.  Hor- 
rlBon  UartlB,  BolTiDan,  Letter,  Andrew  Oliver,  Faine, 
Hlcsud,  Mplnner,  Thumon,  anil  Vnlk. 

fliT  Mr.  WotUum— Mean.  Ailiaon,  Cradn,  FlaglDr, 
Koowlion,  Maiuwia,  McCany,  Muiiay,  and  Perry. 

Far  Mr.  T^urtfon— Mei-sni.  Banka,  Comina,  Duriie, 
Robert  B.  Hall,  Knapp,  and  WUIInnia. 

n>r  Mr.  UcwAiim— Mi^.  Eini  Olark,  Desn,  Marrjll, 
laiSGl  Wufabum,  Welch,  and  Woodniir. 

fWJIr.I^yii«-.Megara.BnrllngaiiK,DBInr«U,DeW]ll, 

Far  Mr.  HiXHvrf— M««a.  BUtnfhunl,  Osdwaltder  C. 
Wiahluime,  and  EUitiu  B.  Washbume. 

For  Mr.  SmUJi— Mr,  Cariile. 

Far  Mr.  trotter— Mr.  Euatla. 

Far  Mr.  Syrli>i«M-Mr.  Tappaa. 

Jbr  Mr.  ait^r.  Bual. 

Hrr  Mr.  MUltr— Mr,  Richardson. 

At  Mr.  Kma—Mr.  NonoD. 

Far  Mr.  CsmMI— Mr.  Mornn. 

Far  Mr-  Jbrb»-Mr.  Moore. 

For  Mr.  WItAoli— Mr.  Grow. 

For  Mr.  WaiiirvS-~1it.  Chaffee. 

For  Mr.  Olbwr— Mr.  Wbeeler. 

For  Mr.  dart— Mi.  Tnftan. 

The  Clerk  then  proceeded  to  call  the  roll  on 
ths  twenty-sixth  rota  for  Speaker,  with  the  fol- 
lowing result:  Whole  number  of  votes,  231; 
aecesHBry  to  a.  choics,  111;  of  which — 

WUtlBin  A.RIcnudaai  ncdVBd 79 

Nalbanlel  P.  Banka « 

Henry  M.  Pullet 47 

AieiandorC.  M.  Pennin(lm ,.  IT 

PcHiK.  ZemcDHir!ii!'."ii"!".''i!!ii^ili!ii'    • 


Benjamin  B.  Tlinnun B 

Iirael  Wubbuni 9 

Hison  W.  TapiHn S 

Boloinon  G.  Ifiiven 3 

John  Woodfoir. 9 

WiUiam  A.  Howard % 

William  B.  Bmllh 1 

Pecey  Walker t 

BeniuaiB  Fttngle 1 

Oaluaha  AOnnr I 

JoliB  8.  t^srUle 1 

Lewta  D.  Campbell 1 

Alfred  B.  Oreennad 1 

OewellCobb 1 

Aainm  OUrer t 

HaahM  O.  NidiDla 1 

8*  thera  was  no  choice. 
The  following  ia  the  rote  in  detail: 
yiir  Mr.  JUntu  i  iliuii— Me«ra.  AJken,  Allen,  BsielaT, 
Barksdale,  Bell,  HemyS.  Bennett,  Qocock,  Bnwle,Boycs, 
Brancit,  Brooks,  Bumelt,  Cadwalader,  Carattiera,  Cauiie, 
CiinimBu,  Howell  Cobb,  WiUiamson  B.  W.  Cobh,  Cialn, 
Crawfbrd,  Dowdell,  Ednundaon,  EngUsh,  Evans,  Faulk- 
ner, Ftorence,  Tbomaa  i.  D.  Poller,  tJoode,  Greenwood, 
AngnatoB  Hall,  Soinnon  W.  Hanis,  Thonuw  L.  Haiila, 
Herbert,  HIekman,  Houalon,  Jewell,  Oeotve  W.  Jones,  J. 
Glucy  Jones,  Xeiit,  Kelly,  Kidwcll,  Letclier,  Lninpkin, 
Ssmuel  B.  MusIhII,  Maiwdl,  McMdUn,  McQueen,  Smttll 
Miller,  MtOaon.Mordaeal  (Miver,Orr,  Peck,  Phelp*,  Powell, 
Quitman,  Bunln,  Sandidfe,  Bimge,  Bewaid,  Siioitcr, 
Samuel  A.  Smlib,  WilHam  Bmlth,  Btephena,  Bteivan, 
Tslbon,  Tavlor,  Viil,  Warner,  Watklna,  WeDs,  Wludow, 
and  John  V.  Wright 

Pbr  Mr.  Anatf—Hessis.  Albrlgbl,  Baiboar,  Heniy  Ben- 
nett, Bingham,  Blin,  Brenion,  BuOagton,  Lewis  D,  Camp- 
bell. CTolbi.  c'uinbQck.  Dav.DickHn.Dodd.Dunn.Emiie. 


tt.  Wasbbume, 


el  Waabtnm,  V 


and  li'illliuii 


For  Mr. 

Cirty,  Murray,  and  Peny. 
For  Mr,  'fappaii — Meaan.   Burtlngame,    DtmrMl,  bi 

For  Mr.  J/nen— Means.  Etherldgc,  Kennelt,  and  W' 
Uam  B.  smltli. 

FarMr.Woaimf-yia 

Far  Mt.  Hoiaati-M»n 
C.  Waahhune. 

Far  Mr.  SmllV- 

T^Mr.WaUier. 


IT  Jfr.  GroB^-Mr.  l.._. 
ir  Mr.  CirHJe— Mr.  H< 
>r  Mr.  CimpSrU— Mr, 


[r.  Coriile. 


noif— Mr.  RIchwdson. 


The  Clerk  aeain  proceeded  to  call  the  roll. 
Mr.  C0MIN8.     I   move  the  House  do  now 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  trf  Illinois,  (one  of  the 

tellers.)  The  call  of  the  roll  has  commenced 
again,  and  there  has  been  a  response.  Il  i>  there- 
fore too  lata  lo  move  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  By  wbHt  rule  is 
thnt  decision  made' 
ICrics  of  "  Call  the  roH!"] 
The  Clerk  proceeded  wilh  the  coll  of  the  roll, 
and  the  following  wnn  ihc  rcauit  of  the  tsfenty- 
sevcnlh  vote:  Whole  number  of  vales  cast,  315) 
necessary  to  a  choice,  108i  of  which — 

Wltliam  A.  BlrhanlsiHi  leeaived 73 

NsUnnicI  P.  Ranks 49 

Henry  M.FuUer BB 

Aleiander  C.  H.  Penninglon IT 

FeHi  K.ZoWaollbr 9 

John  Wheeler 7 

Benjamin  B.  Thuraion 7 

larnci  Wnshbnm « 

WUIlsm  A.  Howard 8 

Mawn  W.TDmBU 9 

JanesMencham S 

SokmHin  O.  Haven 3 

John  Woodruff... 
Qaluaba  A.  Grow. 
John  S.Caillle... 
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us  H.  NHMb... 
id<-r  K.  MUKhUl. 


So  there  was  no  cfioicc. 
The  rollowinf  ia  (he  vole  in  delaih 
Far  Mr.  AirJkintiaD— M»n>.  Aik™,  AUen,  BarcliT, 
Bmkxlale,  BfJ],  lleniy  S.  Bpdiiou,  Bocnrk,  Rowie,  Bujcf, 

Clinaman,  ilowrll  Uobb,  WiUianisnii  d.  W.  Cobb,'  Cnu(e| 
CmwIDid,  Dow4rII,  EdnuBdMni,  Elllou,  Eutish,  Evwii, 
KaullUKr,  Hmao,  TlHHBu  J.  I>.  FulUi.GaiikiUiHii- 
wood,  Aa(u>UH  Hall,  Kuupmi  W.  Huiiii,  TJiDmai  L. 
llarrii.  Heibcn.  Hlckniu.  Mmuuhi.  Jewru.  Gcom  W. 


For  Mr.  Zoiucegtr—Kaart.  John  P.  Runplwll,  Coi, 
Lake.  Lindky,  ATnandcr  K.  Itlan-liaU,  Uumptarey  Mu- 
■haUt  3iinuie»  underwiwd,  and  Walker. 

for  Mr.    friKbr— Mbuh.  Henry  Winwr  Davi-,  J. 


Donee,  RoH.-it  D.  Ilmi  epinner,  and  ^ 
For  Mr.  Inatl  fV.uU>rrn-Meun. 


>.  BlIUnBhum,  CidmlailEi 
WaiUbume. 

n.  Homll  and  lusel  VVu 

.   EUwndie   and   WlUuua 


Far  Mr.  Wooimg—Mt.  Cbaflee. 


For  Ur.  OUvrr—Mr.  Whetk 


!  ihat  the  House  do 


IN  SENATE. 

SiTDEDAT,  DtcembtT  8,  1855. 

The  Journal  oryesterdaf  wbb  read  and  approved . 

SENATE  CLERKS. 

Mr,  PRATT.  I  have  a  reaolution  which  I  de- 

aire  to  offir;  and  as  it  has  refiTencu  onljf  to  Iho 

organization  of  the  body,  I  hope  the  Senate  wiil 

agree ^ 


Rttoltd,  1 


•ppoini 


)  appointeil  In  li 


Iff  ht,  and  li  hereby^  ap- 
or»a,WOjand  tbal  J,  fi. 


This  resolution,  as  you  willobscrre,  air,  makes 
no  chance  in  the  present  force  of  Oie  Scnalp. 
The  gentlemen  at  the  deak  will  continue  to  hold 
iheir  present  positions,  but  it  affords  the  oppor- 
tunity lo  apjioint  an  additional  officer,  wilfioul 
lakingfrom  the  salary  of  either  of  those  gem  Icmen 
who  ore  now  with  us,  to  read  so  that  Senators 
may  be  able  to  hearthioughoul  the  Senate  Cham- 

The  resolution  was  considered  by  unanimous 
consent  and  agreed  lo. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN. 
On  modon  of  Mr.  SEWARD,  it  was 

OrJtrrJ,  That  Ihe  pciium  and  paperi  of  WillMin  Brown 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SLIDELL,  it  Was 

Onln-erl,  That  the  petitionaodpapenafthelaleGeaeral 


'n.Amiitrtini,onrhe(ilriiufilie)>Fnale, 


NOTICE  OF  BILLS. 

Mr.  SLCDELL  gave  notice  of  hi 
ask  leave  to  introduce  the  following  bills: 

A  bill  lo  remove  obstructions  in  the  mouths  of 
the  river  MiHaiBsippi  at  the  South  West  Pass  and 
Pauiil'Oulrci  and 

A  bill  relating  lo  pilotage. 

THE  NAVAL  RETIRING  BOARD. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  have  a  memorial  of  Joseph 
Smith,  Istc  a  citizen  of  Mm^anchuaclls,  and  cap- 
lain  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  in  wliich 
he  seu  forth  that  he  entered  the  naval  service  as 
lon^  ago  OS  1809ithalheserved  faithfully  through- 
out the  war  of  JB13,  from  its  beginning  to  its 
close-,  that  he  has  been  in  aervice  in  various  posi- 
tions ever  since;  that  he  has  commanded  a  squad- 
ron in  the  Mcditermnean,  and  has  been  at  (he 
head  of  one  of  the  bureaus  of  ihe  Navy  Depart- 
mental Washington  i  that,  notwithstanding  these 
services,  by  the  recent  action  of  Ihc  board,  con- 
stituted under  the  act  of  the  lost  Congress,  he 
finds  himself  on  the  retired  lisl;  and  he  now 
appeals  to  Congress  to  repair  that  injustice.  As 
the  committees  have  not  yet  been  appointed,  I 
ask  that  the  memorial  he  received,  and  that  it  lie 
on  the  table.  The  petitioner  has  requested  me 
still  further  to  ask  that  his  memorial  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate.  That  motion  I  shall 
make  after  the  memorial  has  been  rcceifcd. 

The  PRESIDENT.  That  motion  should  go 
to  the  Committee  on  Printing,  under  the  rules. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  would  surest  lo  iheChair 
thai,  as  the  committees  have  not  yet  been  ap- 
pointed,  the  motion  may  bo  entertained  by  ihe 
Senate  at  this  moment. 

The  PRESIDE:NT.  Does  the  Senator  ask 
that  the  memorial  shall  lie  on  the  table ! 

Mr.  8UM^ER.  I  propose  that  it  shall  lie  on 
the  table;  and ,  if  agreeable  lo  the  Senate,  I  should 
like  to  have  it  printed. 

Mr.  TOUCEY.  I  object  to  any  order  for 
printing. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  memorial  will  lie  on 
Ihe  lable.  The  motion  lo  print  it  must,  under 
the  rules,  go  to  the  Commiuee  on  Printing  when 
it  shall  be  organized. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  presume  no  one  expecu 
that  the  House  of  Representatives  will  organize 
to-day,  judging  from  the  indications  of  yeste~ 


day:  1  therefore  move  that  the  Senate  do  n 

''rhri 

adjoume 


I  agreed  to,  and  the  Senaia 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

SiTOROiT,  Dtcembtr  8, 1855. 

The  House  was  coiled  to  order  by  the  Clerk  at 

twelve  o'clock,  m. 

The  Journal  of  ycalerday  was  read  and  approved. 

ELECTION  OF  SPEAKER. 
The  election  of  Speaker  being  the  business  in 
order,  the  Clerk  proceeded  to  call  the  roll  on  ihe 
twenly'eighth  vot«  for  Speaker,  with  the  follow- 
ing result:  Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  319; 
necessary  to  a  choice,  lIOj  of  which — 


'illiainA.ltifli 
cnry  M.  FuUi-i 


Burton  Otaise 1 

AiidrewOlivcr 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  ihc  vole  in  detail; 
Far  Mr.  Battt—Matn.  Albriilil.  Allioon,  Bnibonr,  Heniy 
Benneu,  Ben»n,  Billiatbunl.  Bingtiini,  nii«,  Dreixon, 
Boffiniuni,  HurJinfaDie,  Lewii  D,  Caoipbcll,  Cliaffiie, 
Ezra  Clarii,  CoLbi,  Conliu.  L'raMn,  Cumbii^k,  Daiurell, 
Timothy  Davbi,  Day,  Deao.  Do  Win,  DirhwH,  Dodd.  Dnr. 
rec,  Bpirie,  Flulrr,  QaJonay,  CtMta^  Gilbert,  Granoer, 
Grow,  Robert  iT  Hall,  IlBrl*u,IlolliHvay,Tbon>uIt.I!nr- 
lon,  v'alcDtiiiF  B.  HortoD,  Howard,  Ilu^nun.  Keliey,  Kiof, 

Gaily, 'MeaFhanii'Killiaii  Miller,' Moiitan.  Morrill,  \l«t. 
Murn>f,N.cbota,Nnnon,PariiH,Pelion.Pt.ry,Piniit,PUe, 
Prinilc,  BubiHii,  Salnii,  Bsfe,  Han>,  aiiernuD,  Suumaiu, 


Btanlon,  Tuipan,  Tlioriniton,  T 
WakeniBn,  l^iindie,  Waldroi 


luaian,  Tranoo.  Wade, 
Calwalader  U>  Wmnli- 


.    AicAorrfiDs— McBi 


.ThDinaaJ.  I).  Fuller, 
urfennooa,  Autapiun  Han,  Sbihbmhi  W.  Haniv,  'iTionua 
L.  llarrii,  Herlnn,  Hiekmaa,  HmiiU>n,Jeimi,Grane  W. 
Jonea,  J.  Glancy  tonta,  KeHI,  K«lly,  KldweU,  LetdKr, 
Liui|ifcia,  Banuel  0.  ^nksll,  MaiwrU,  WeMuUin,  Mc- 
auren,  Smitb  Millir,  HillMu,  Mordaeai  Olivei,  Orr,  t>*ck, 
Phripi,  Powell,  auhnun,  RiAn,  Ssudldiie.  eavag^  Sew- 
ard, Sliorm,  daniuel  A.  If  niith,  Htapbrnn,  titeirsn,  Tmlbaa, 
Taylor,  Vail,  Warner,  Watkina,  Weill,  Wuuknr.  ud 
Jobn  V.  Wriibl. 

For  Mr.  F^iUer^Maart.  Bull,  BnuMiaw,  Bnwm,  Jama 
R.  Campliell,  Covodi-,  Vullen,  Edie,  HanjMn,  Hsven, 
Kconcu,  Kuiitai,  Hillivard,  Paine,  Peaice,  Piuviurr, 
Ready,  Ulli-hu!,  Riven,  Knbeiu,  BcotI,  tioeed,  Todd, 
Tiippc.TvHni,  Valk.and  ZolliealTer. 

Fir  Ur.  PomintfoH-Hcwn.  Biahop,  Clanon,  Dick, 
Edwardt,  UearyH.  Fuller,  Robbini,  Stranaban,  and  VVIu|. 

fW  Jfr.  Zttticagtr—Mtiatrr.  Jobn  P.  Campbril,  Cai. 
Foner,  Lak(,Luul]cy,Aleiandef  K.Maraball,SwDpe,aiid 

Jbr  Mr.  W'AMtT— Mmwi.  Henry  WinlecJ>avi,^J.  Mar. 


FbrUr 
Far  M 

Mankall—M 
Hm~-M 

^ 

1.  Car 

Elh 

ridfo 

and  Vv'^lUm 

R. 

ftrMr 
K»'Mr 

HommJ— M 
H-aiker-Mr 
Carlilt-Mr 

R< 

nptire 
lardio 

The   House  proceeded  to   vole   ihe   twenty- 
ninth  time  for  Speaker,  with  the  rollowfng  resull: 
Whole  number  of  votes 
choice,  III;  of  which — 

Naibaolel  P.  Banka  received 

William  A.  Klctaardnn 


I  the  Tollowing  resull: 
t,  S3I;lieceWry  to  a 


Henry  H.  Fuller. 


SI  C.  H.  Peas 
LI  K.  ZDIUcoftr'.l'. 


'..IB 


So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  follon-ing  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

Far  Mr.  JSowb—Menn.  Annifht,  Alluon,  Darboar 
Henry  Bcnnell,  Deawn,  Blllinrbum,  BiDIbain,  BliH.  Brad- 
fltiaw,  Brentan,  Bu0inatoa,  BuTliDflome,  Jamea  B.  Camp. 
bell,  Lewi*  D.  CampMl,  VtaOte.  Eara  CIsrk,  CotOli, 
ComtDi,  Cerade,  Craiin,  Cnmbsek,  Dainrell,  TimoUir 
Iiaviii,I>ay,  Drsti,DeWi[|,]liekKni,I>ciiU,Durfte,£oi>ie, 
FlBfler.  Gallowny,  Ciddiiin,  Gilbert,  Grannr,  Grow,  Bob- 
erlB.  Hall,  Harlan,  HoUomiy, Tbomas  R.  Honon,  Valen- 
tine B.  flonoD,  Howard,  Ha^Mon,  Keluy.  Ki*(,  Kaau, 
Knitbt,  KnowJion,  Kooi,  Lcitei,  Hace,  MaiiBon.Me- 
Cany,  Meariiaip,  KlUlan  MiUer,  Moifan,  HoiTtll,  Mott, 
Hnriay,  Nteboli,  Norton,  Faikcr,  Pelion,  PeuDincton, 
Feny,  Pnufle,  Purviaiice,  Bileble,  Bobcrti,  Robinun, 
Babin,  Ba(e,  BSpp,  Slienaan,  SlnuDoni,  Spinner,  Bun- 
Ion,  Btnnshan,  l^ipnan,  ThorlnfloD,  Tbunlon,  Todd, 
TiaAun,  Wade,  Wakeoan,  WalbrSln,  Waldion,  Cadwal- 
ader  C.  Waahbttrne,  EUihu  B.  Wubbume,  liracl  Waali- 
bum,  WitMB.Welili,  Wood,  WoodnilT,  and  Wondwonli. 

firr  Ur.  itiokoiADB— Mn>n.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barelay, 
Barksdale,  Bell,  HeniyB.Bcaneii,  Docoek,  Bowie,  Boyea, 
Bmncb,  Rrooki,  Burnett.  Cadwalsder,  Canilhem,  Cai<kie, 
Clincman,  Howell  Cobb,  Wllltanuon  K.  W.  Cobb,  Cmigc, 
Crawford,  Denver,  Duwdell,  Ediniutdm,  EllMIt,  EDflHta, 
EvuK,  Faulkner,  Florenee,  Tbomaa  J.  D.  FuUer,  fhnde. 
Greenwood.  Aununna  lIaU,Thonia(  L.  Hanii,  Sampwn  W. 
Harria,  Herlien,  Hicknian,  HoiutsD,  Jewelt,  Qenrp  W. 
Jonci.  J.  Glaai:y  Jonea,  KdU,  Kelly,  Kidwell.  Leieher, 


Qneen,  BnUth  Miller,  MUlaon,  Mordecat  Oliver,  Orr,  Peck, 
Pbelpa,  Powell,  Qnilnian,  RuUn,  Handidfc,  Savaie.  Sew- 
sid,  Slwnrr.  Samuel  A,  Smilb,  William  amitli,  Slepliena, 
Stewart,  Talboll,  Taylnr,  VdU,  Waner,  Waikina,  WclU, 

Haven,  Kennelt,  Millwartl,  Paine. PeBrce.Puryear.  Ready, 
Rivera,  Scuu,  WUIiam  B.  SniiUi,  Bneed,  Tyaou,  VaJk,  ud 

Far  Mr.  PmOfLimm-Mtun 
'J-orMr.  WiieA— Mc'-n.H 

Ball,  BUI-ip 

nryWinlerDa 

Oliver,  Rjcaiul 

CInwaon, 

ii,J.  Mor. 
and  Whil- 

kt  Ur.  ZoWafftr^Man, 

Trippe,  and  Vnderw.Hd. 

FtrUr.  CurKIe— Mrtdira.Jain 
ander  K.  Marahall,  Humphrey 

Foaler,   Lak 

a"bU?"ffi8 

Lindlry, 

Coi.Alel- 
ope. 

For  Mr.  »-=U.fr— .Mr. 
Far  Mr.  Hertan-Mr.  1 
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IN  SENATE. 

Monday,  Diumbir  10, 18S& 

Hona.  John  6.  TnoMPioy  and  THOiiAf  J. 
RutK  appeareAn  their  teats  this  morning. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Hsxrt  C.  Dban. 

The  Jouitial  of  Saturday  was  read  and  approved . 

PACIFIC  RAILROAD. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  WELLER,  it  was 
Re$olved,  Tbitt  the  select  committee  on  the  lubject  of 
the  Pacific  railroad,  appointed  at  the  laot  Congress,  be 
continued  during  the  present  session,  except  where  racon- 
cies  have  occurred  bv  the  retirement  of  any  member ;  and 
that  the  Praaideiit  of  the  Senate  have  power  to  fiU  wob 
vmcaociet« 

NOTICE  OF  BILLS. 

Mr.  YULEE  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  grant  to  the  State 
of  Florida  a  limited  ri^ht  of  prel^ption  to  the 
public  lands  in  the  vicmity  of  the  lines  of  rail- 
road included  in  the  system  vf  improvements^ 
adopted  by  that  State. 

Mr.  BAYARD  eave  notiee  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  provide  for  the 
public  printing,  engraving,  and  bmding. 

ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 

On  ^lotion  by  Mr.  ADAMS,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  following  reso- 
lution, submitted  by  him  on  the  5th  instant: 

Resohed.  That  the  Senate  will,  on  Monday  next,  at  one 
o'clock,  elect  a  Secretory.  Sergeantrat-Arms  and  Door- 
keeper, and  Aasistiint  Doorkeeper. 

•  Mr.  BAYARD.  I  move  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  that  resolution.  I  think  the  general 
^  course  of  the  Senate  has  been  to  elect  their  officers 
whenever  they  saw  occasion  to  make  a  change, 
and  not  '  ^ 

elections 
that  the 
be  postponed  indefinitely. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PRIVATE  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  wish  to  ask  the  attention 
of  the  Senate  for  a  moment  to  a  question  respect- 
ing the  proper  disposition  of  private  claims.  At 
the  last  sitting  of  the  Senate,  I  moved,  for  Mr. 
WiUiam  Brown,  that  the  papers  in  regard  to  his 
claim,  on  which  there  had  been  no  adverse  report 
made,  shouM  be  returned  to  him,  as  it  was  his 
desire  to  submit  the  subject  to  the  Court  of 
Claims.  I  supposed  that  the  order  was  so  en- 
tered, and  that  the  papers  were  returned  to  him; 
but  I  find  on  hearing  the  Journal  read,  that  the 
•  order  was  entared  that  they  be  referred  to  the 
Court  of  Claims.  I  do  not  know  whether  that 
order  was  not  so  entered  in  accordance  with  soma 
general  imderstandin^  of  the  Senate  that  papers 
of  claimants,  on  which  no  adverse  report  has 
been  made,  ought  not  to  be  returned  to  the  care 
of  the  claimants  themselves,  but  ought  to  be  di- 
rectly sent  to  the  Court  of  Claims.  If  there  be 
such  an  understanding,  the  propriety  of  which  I 
might  well  asree  to,  I  mtve  nothmff  to  say;  other- 
wise I  would  ask  that  the  Journm  be  corrected, 
and  that  the  order  be  made  according  to  the  mo* 
tion  as  submitted.  I  sec  no  reason  why  the  papers 
should  not  be  delivered  to  him  in  his  case,  tnere 
having  been  no  adverse  report,  and  kis  object 
being  a  legitimate  one,  to  perfect  the  papers  with 
new  testimony  before  the  case  goes  before  the 
court. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  addressed  the  Chair. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Secretary  is  under 
the  impression  that  he  ludcrstood  the  motion  at 
the  time^  to  be  as  ho  has  entered  it.  The  Chair 
understood  the  motion  to  be  as  the  Senator  states 
it,  to  allow  the  claimant  to  withdraw  the  p^ers, 
so  that  he  might  present  them  to  the  Court  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  It  is  an  important  question, 
and  I  should  be  glad  to  hear  my  honorable  friend 
from  Pennsylvania,  if  he  has  any  suggestions  to 
make  in  regard  to  it. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.     I  think  we  adopted  a 

Seneral  order  on  this  subject  the  other  morning. 
Lt  any  rate  a  resolution  m  regard  to  it  was  then 
presented.  I  ask  for  the  rea£ng  of  that  resolu- 
tion, and  I  think  my  friend  from  New  York  will 
observe  that  it  covers  this  case. 

The  PRESIDENT.    The  resolution  referred 
to  by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  has  not  yet 
been  adopted  by  the  Senate. 
Mr.  BRODIlEAD.    The  Chair  is  correct;  it  | 


lies  oyer  for  consideration.  1  think  we  had  better 
take  it  up. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  will  waive  the  auestion 
which  I  raised  until  that  resolution  be  tajcen  up. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  wish  to  suggest  to  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  ^ew  York,  whether  it  will 
not  be  advisable  to  postpone  any  action  on  these 
questions  until  our  committees  are  organized,  t 
have  an  impression  that  it  will  be  found,  on  an 
inspection  of  the  law  as  it  was  passed,  that  cer- 
tain claims  are,  by  the  law  itselr,  referred  to  the 
court,  and  certain  others  may  be  referred  to  it  by 
the  Senate.  I  apeak  from  recollection  only,  but 
I  think  this  will  be  fbund  to  be  the  proviaion  of 
the  law.  My  suggestion  is  this:  that  if  we  post- 
pone the  consideration  of  those  questions  until 
the  committees  are  organized^  we  can  then  in- 
struct the  Committee  on  Claims^  for  instance,  to 
examine  the  law,  and  report  some  method  of  dis- 
posing of  these  papers  which  will  be  general  in 
its  character,  and  will  save  us  all  a  great  deal  of 
trouble. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  agree  to  that  suggestion. 
It  seems  to  me  to  be  reasonable. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  December  10, 1855. 

The  Clerk  called  the  House  to  order  at  twelve 
o'clock,  m. 
The  Journal  of  Saturday  was  read  and  improved. 

ELECTION  OF  SPEAKER. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  vote  tiie  thirty- 
fourth  time  for  Speaker,  with  the  following  result: 
Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  221;  necessary  to  a 
choice.  111;  of  which — 

Nathaniel  P.  Danks  received 100 

WiUiam  A.  Richardson 74 

Henry  M.  Full«r 31 

FeUxK.  Zollicoffer 4 

Alexander  C.  M.  PenntngtoB 9 

Percy  Walker ^ 9 

John  Wheeler 1 

Andrew  Oliver 1 

Solomon  6.  Haven 1 

Aaron  Harlan , 1 

JohnM.  ElUott 1 

WiUiamtimitb 1 

John  Scott  H«rri«on 1 

BcaJamin  F.  Leiter 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  tho  vote  in  detail: 

yor  Mr.  BofUt— Menn.  Albright,  Allifen,  Dtrbour,  Ben- 
ton, BiUlnfhurst,  Bingham.  Bishop,  BUsa,  Brad«haw,  Bren- 
ton,  Broom,  Buffiogton,  BnrUnrame,  Jamea  H.  Campbell, 
Lewif  D.  Campbell,  Chaflbe,  Ezra  Clark,  Ctawaon,  Col- 
fkx,  Comins,  Covode,  Cragin,  Comback,  DamreU,  Tim- 
othy Davit,  Day,  Dean,  De  Witt,  Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd, 
Durfbe,  Emrie^  ''^fl^Ii  Galloway,  Olddlhga,  Gilbert,  Gran- 


s: 


iTi  Grow,  Robeit  B.  Hall,  Harlan,  Hollowny,  Thomas  R. 
■morton,  Valentine  B.  Horton,  Howard,  Hnghtton,  Keltey, 
King,  Knanp,  Kni^t.  Knowlton.  Knox,  Leiter,  Mace, 
Mattemn,  McCarty,  Meacbam,  KlUian  Miller,  Morgan, 
Morrill,  Mott.  Murray,  Nicholt,  Norton,  Parker,  Pdton, 
Pennington,  Perry,  Petdt,  Pike,  PringleJPurviancc.  Ritchie, 
Bobbins,  Roberts,  Babio,  Sage,  Sapp,  German,  Bimmons, 
Spiooer,  Stanton,  Stranahan,  Tappan,  Thotington,  Thors- 
toh,  Todd,  TniAon,  Wade.  Wakemaa,  Walfirtdge.  Wa^ 
dron,  Cadwalader  Cf.  Washbumc,  EUihu  B.  WashDome, 
Israel  Washburn,  Watson,  Wood,  Woodruff,  and  Wood* 
worth. 

Hot  Mr.  Richardion—Memn.  Aiken,  Alleo,  Barclav, 
Barkadole,  Ben,  Hcnrv  8.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Boyco,  Branch, 
Brooks,  Burnett,  Cadwaladcr,  Carutbers,  Caskie,  CUng- 
man,  Howdl  Cobb.  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Craige,  Craw- 
fbrd,  Denver,  DowdeU.  Edmundson,  Elliott,  English,  Evans, 
Faulkner,  Florence,  Tbomoa  J.  D.  Fuller,  G<K>d«,  Green- 
wood, Augustus  Hall,  Sampfion  W.  Harris,  Thomas  L. 
Harris,  Herbert,  Hickman,  Houston,  Jewett,  George  W. 
Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  ICeitt,  Kelly,  Ridwell,  Letcher, 
Lumpkin,  Samuel  S.  Marshall,  Maxwell,  McMullin,  Mc- 
Queen, Smith  Miller,  Millsoo,  Mordecal  Oliver,  Orr,  Peck, 
Phelps,  Powell,  Uuitnuin,  Rivers,  Uuffin,  Bustl  Sandidge, 
Savage,  Seward,  Shorter,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William 
Smith,  Stephens,  Stewart,  Talbott,  Taylor.  Vail,  Warner, 
Watldns,  Wells,  Winslow,  and  John  V.  Wright. 

For  Mr.  Fuller— yiwsn.  Ball,  Henry  Bennett.  Broom, 
Bayard  Clark,  CuUen,  Henry  winter  Davis,  Edic,  Foster, 
J.  M<HTiaon  Harris,  Harrison.  Haven,  Hofiman,  Kennett, 
Kunkel,  Lindley.  Alexander  K.  Marshall,  Millwnrd,  Paine, 
Pearce,  PorterjI*ttrycar,  Ready, Ricaud,  Scott.  William  R. 
Smith,  SneedyTrippejl^yaon,  Underwood,  Valk,  Whitney, 
and  ZotlicofTer. 

For  Mr.  ZoOtco/^cr— Metart.  John  P.  Campbtll,  Corlilei 
Cox,  and  Lake. 

For  Mr.  Pennington— Meaan,  Edwards  and  Robbina. 

For  Mr.  Walker— McBsra.  Euetis  and  Swope. 

For  Mr.  W7ieeler—Mr.  Andrew  Oliver. 

For  Mr.  Oliver— Mr.  Wheeler. 

For  Mr,  Haven—Mr.  Etberidge. 

Fi>r  Mr.  Harlan — Mr.  Moore. 

Fbr  Mr,  Emott—ytr.  Richardson. 

For  Mr.  Smitt— Mr.  Walker. 

JFbr  Mr.  Hani$on—Mr.  Henry  M.  Fuller. 

For  Mr.  LeHcr—Mr,  Dunn. 


Mr.  THORINGTON.    From  a  detiie  to  Me 

this  House  organize— upon  my  own  responai- 

bility,  without  having  consultea  with  any  one — 

I  offer  a  resolution  similar  to  that  adopted  at  the 

commencement  of  the  session  in  1849.    I  submit 

the  following  resolution: 

BMolvedf  That  the  Hooae  wiD  pneeed  Inuaediateiy  to 
the  election  of  a  Speaker,  viva  voce;  and  i^  aAer  the  roB 
shall  have  been  called  three  times,  no  member  shall  have 
received  a  maJoriQ^  of  the  whole  number  of  votes  euo,  Itoe 
roll  shall  again  be  callod,  and  the  member  who  ihaU  tmtottvn 
the  largest  number  of  votes,  provided  it  be  a  iw^oci^  of  a 
quorum,  than  be  declared  to  do  Speaker. 

[Cries  of  "  No !"  "  No !"  «« Yeas  and  nays!" 
«« Vote  it  down!**] 

Mr.  BOCOCK.    I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  NORTON.  I  move  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  Upon  thai  I  call  for  the  yeaa 
and  nays. 

Mr.  GIDDINGrS.  I  appeal  to  the  gentleman 
who  offered  that  resolution  to  withdraw  it.  I 
hope  he  will  not  press  a  Tota  upon  it. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

rCries  of  "CaU  the  roU!*'  "Witlidrasir  it!" 
"Ddn*t  withdraw  it  !**] 

Mr.  THORINGTON.  At  the  soHcitattoft  of 
friends  around  me,  I  will  withdraw  the  resolation. 

Mr.  SEWARD.    I  renew  it. 

SeTcral  Members.    You  cannot  withdmiir  it. 

The  CLERK.  The  yeas  and  najirs  having  been 
ordered,  the  reaolution  cannot  be  withdrawn^  the 
Clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  rise  to  a 
question  of  order.  I  understand  the  cesohittim 
has  been  withdrawn. 

rCries  of  "Order!"  "  Order  !'n 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  that  after  the 
yeas  and  nays  have  been  ordered,  il  is  not  com- 
petent for  the  gentleman  to  withdraw  his  lesolu- 
tion. 

[Great  confusion  prevailed*,  a  dozen  members 
addressing  the  ClerK  at  once;  some  demanding 
that  the  roll  should  be  called,  others  innstine 
diat  the  resolution  had  been  withdrawn,  and  stifl 
others  rising  to  questions  of  order.] 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  woidd  respectfully 
submit  to  the  House,  that  as  there  are  no  rules, 
these  questions  must  be  decided  by  the  body 
itself.  'The  resolution  was  submitted,  and  the 
yeas  and  nays  ordered  on  iu  The  Clerk  there- 
n>re  decides  that  the  House  must  vote  upon  it. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  appeal  from 
that  decision. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  submit  that  the  centle- 
man  fVom  Maine  is  out  of  order.  The  callof  the 
roll  was  commenced.  Mr.  Aiken's  name  was 
called,  and  he  asked  what  was  the  question  before 
the  House.  It  is  therefore  too  late  to  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  STANTON.  But  Mr.  Aiebk  did  not 
answer  to  his  name. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.    Then  I  submit  that  the 

fentleman  from  South  Carolina  is  entitled  to  the 
oor.    [Laughter.] 
Mr.  ALLISON.    I  wish  to  say  a  word.   The 

gentleman  from  Maine  addressed  the  Clerk  before 
^e  call  of  the  roll  was  commenced.  It  certainly 
is  not  too  late  to  appeal. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  hope  our  friends, 
if  any  of  them  object  to  the  withdrawal  of  the 
resolution,  will  withdraw  their  objectiona*  I 
think  he  certainly  haa  that  right,  unul  the  House 
has  taken  some  action  upon  it,  and  it  becomes 
the  property  of  the  House,  and  is  taken  out  of 
the  nands  of  the  gentleman  who  offered  it.  Until 
that  time,  it  seems  to  mc,  the  resolution  is  cer- 
tainly under  the  control  of  tho  gentleman  from 
Iowa,  notwithstanding  Ihc  fact  that  tho  yeaa  and 
naya  have  boon  ordered  upon  it. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk,  upon  further  con- 
sideration, thinks  the  gentleman  from  Iowa  haa 
the  right  to  withdraw,  and  will  so  rule. 

The  resolution  was  then  withdrawn. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  vote  the  thirty- 
fifth  time  for  a  Speaker,  and  the  following  waa 
the  result:  Whole  niraiber  of  votes  cast,  225; 
necessary  to  a  choice,  113;  of  which — 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks  received lOA 

WilUam  A.  Richardson 7b 

Henry  M.  Puller 29 

Felix  K.  ZoUicofliBT 4 

BeaJamin  F.  Leiter { 

Alexander  C.  M.  Peonington 1 

Bolooion  G.  Haven 1 

Percy  Walker 1 
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JohnSoKI  Builioo... 


n  Harl:m 


Jotaa  WilUanu 1 

JatBML.  On ■...    1 

Albeit  e.Wukini 1 

So  Uieie^wu  do  choice. 
The  following  is  (he  rote  in  detatl: 
Ft  Mr.  BAb— Hmn.  Albriflit,  AlJI«ii,  B*A<1V, 
Hear]-  BenBcn,  fieiuoo,  BUlingfaonL  Bingbu,  Biibop, 
B)i«a,  Bai1:i^Vt  BreiilDO,Biifl&u|on,BDrtlBnjDB,  !■!□*■, 
II.  Campbrtl,  Lesja  D.  CWDOliell,  CtLiflet.^xm  Cluk, 
™ .-._..i.     "-Titni.    CtaaAt.   Onnn.    Cnmhu-li. 


Cliis'ion,  Callki,  Comtoi,  Cmodt,  Oni^,  Ciunbiek, 
IMmiell,  Tiinotby  Darli,  Dtj,  Daii,  Dc  Wiu,  Dick, 
Dickion.  D04M.  Dnrfte,  Emru,  Fhwlet,  OoJJowiy,  Gid- 


, KolMy,  Kinj,  Kinp[i,  Kuiftil,  Knowlum. 

Kdoi,  Kiuke],  Lciiei,  Ma«,  MutHM,  HcCuty,  Mesch- 
Ba,KiUUnHIUer,Moifui,Moihll,Uau,Miiiny,Nicba]i, 
Nonon,  Andrew  Oliver,  ParkM,  PesfM,  P*lion,  Pmninf- 
loB,  Pcay,  Peuu,  Pik*,  Priaile,  PurvUuice,  Siurliie,  BotH 
bio,  Bobcm,  BotiiMin,  Sabiu,  Att'i  ^"-PV-  aiKrmui,  Blm- 
muni,  Spiniirr,  Sunlnn,  Blranohin,  Tnpuan,  Tbonnatan, 
TnnnloB,  Todd,  TimSibb,  Trsnn,  WmUi,  mkrinan,  Wil- 
bndof,  Walilnin,  *dinlsda  K.  Wulibune,  Bililiu  B. 
M'^bvnc,  luael  Wubbuni,  Wauau,  Wckb,  W(wd, 
Woodrnir,  tad  Wuodwonft. 

Fow  Mr.  lUclianlKi^MHSt  Aiken,  Allen,  BurclHy, 
Dukadde,  Biirl]',  Bell,  Henry  S.  Bcnnclt,  Bocock,  Bowie, 

n^..^   D 1.    6.«w.b..  ......oil    '^-.■^Yaiader,  CmiUierm, 

inuoii  iL  Vr.  Cobb, 


lodi,  BtiMka,  ii 


-     ,      ,  ,  M  J.  D.  FuUei, 

Goodf,  Gnwnwoctd,  Aufiulua  Hall,  BainiiHon  W.  HorrLd. 
lliDinu  L.  Hania,  Ueriten,  Hicknum,  Hoailon,  JcwctI, 
Geone  W.JoiKH,!.  Gluey  Joiuw,  K«lu,  Kelly,  KfalweJ, 
Lcubri,  Luinpkin,  Buiiui'l  3.  MiuvhaU,  Huwefl.Mo.Mul- 
Hn,  ■llcQiiecn,  Buulta  Miller,  MUI»n,  Mnntecui  OlivEr, 
On,  FKk,  FtaclpK,  FowcU,  aollnian,  RuDId,  Bum,  Su- 
dldge,  Bii-ifii-,  Seward,  9bortcr,Suiiu-l  A.  Suulli,  WUIiam 
.  Suulh,  aie^eiu,  SteH'ul,  Talboo,  Tavior.  Vuil,  Wuner, 
nukuu,  Wrlli,  Winelon',  and  Jabn  V.  WruliL 

For  itr.  FulUr—Xettn.  Ball,  Urwm,  Cullen,  Benrr 
H-iiuer  I>avi>,  Bdie,  Foaler,  J.  lUoniioii  fiinU,  Hurttou, 
Uuteu,  noffman,  kciuini,  Lindley,  MutiuiiBT  K.  Mar- 
nbnll,  MillwuiL  Puoe,  Foiter,  l'ui]'»ir,  Beidy,  Bicsud, 
Rii-eu,  Seou,  WiUum  K.  SmiUi,  Bueed,  Swupe,  Tiipps, 
ilndeiwDod,  Vilk,  Wbilney,  uid  Zolliconer. 

fbr  Ur.  ZelUaifftr—Mtara.  John  P.  Cuurbell,  CulUe, 

Fir  Mr.  tain— 1 


:iTlUe~Mr.  HumplireyM 

Jw  Mr!  S«Ut-Mt.  Walker! 
fWJtr.  fFiUJoni— Ml.  nnieeler. 

^br  ifr!  IVmlMi^^Hi.  HidTBrdBn. 

The  itouse  proceeded  to  vole  the  ihiitf-aixth 
time  for  b  ^>eaker,  and  the  following  wu  the  re- 

■ult:  Wholcnumberofvot "~'   

10  a  choice,  114;  ofwhich- 

Nttbui 


II  K.  ZgllicoOer... 


So  ihere  wu  no  choice. 
The  fonowing  is  tbe  TOt«  in  deuul:  . 

rbrJCT.Simfa— Mans.  Albright,  AlllHiniBarboiir.RinuT 
Bennett,  Beniion,  Dillingburn,  01i«haai,  Bubop,  BUa>, 
Bmtibair,  Brratiin,  Bufflnetgn,  OurlinnnH,  Jainei  H. 
CwnpbeD,  LewuD,  CimpticJ,  CbnBte,  Eira  Cluk,  Claw- 
eon,  CoitK,  Cooiiiu,  CotoJe,  Crajin,  Cumh«ek,  Itamrell, 
TimndiJ'  ntria,  Day,  Dean,  IM  WitI,  Dick,  DkkMn,  Dodd, 
"— fte,  Bdwudi,  EmHe,  Fldgler,  Gillowif  ,OiddinB<,aU- 
-■i,Gnii«er,  Grow,  Bobertll.  UiJI,  Uartan,  Holloway, 
ImmuU.  l[orton,ValeiilincD.  ([nnoa,  Doward.  "     ^ 


ben,GraDfer, 

TlmmuU.  lloTUin,ValeiilincD.  ([oniM,  Dowird.  Huiii^ 
ion,  KelKy,  Kii«,  Kniipp,  Kniehl,  Knowtlon,  Knoi,  Kun- 
kcl,  LeiLcr,  Maee,  MatUKon,  Md^uty,  Hcacham,  Killina 
MUler,  Morfon,  Hotrill  Mow,  Mnnay,  Kiehol.,  Nditon, 
Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Fr>arce,Pellon,PoDatnglon,  Perry, 
Peliil,Fike,  Frinil(!,PuiTi»BCB,Biiehfc,BobbiM,Rolieru, 
Bobuun,  Sabin,  SagB,  Sqpp,  Bhennan,  Bioirjiont,  Spuuer, 
Bluiioa,  einnahsn,Tappan,TI»rlanon,Tbiiruan,Tadd, 
Ti«Aoii,  TyHM,  Wada,  Wakemon,  Walbndge,  WaJdnm, 
Cadwalader  C.  WHhburne,  FJIibu  R.  WailjbDme,  laraei 
Waahlmm,  VValioo,  Welcb,  Wood,  WsodnitT,  and  Wood- 


Bafiial),  BvM»,  ^B 

Goods,  Creenwooil, .— ,„ 

TbsBW  L.  Harrii,  Hnben,  Hie 


;e,'TliowJ.D'.  Puller, 
"    "Tinpaon  W.  HarrlB, 


Oeona  W,  Jooei,  J.  Oltney  Jme*.  KeiU,  KeDr,  KIdwell, 
LeicEer,  LnnqiUii,  Bmaui  B.  Ifknbiill,  Haxtrelk  Hc- 
MnlUn,  McQueen,  Bnilb  HIUer.BIillaan,  JiordecalOUver, 
On,  Peek.  Phelpa,  PoweH,  QntinaB ,  Bnflia ,  Bnel,  BariNdge, 
Bavege,  Scwaid,  Shorter,  SbupbcI  A.  DnUh,  WIHIbb 
Smiib,  Steiben*,  Btewait,  Talbon,  Taylor,  Vail,  Wanur. 
WatUiii,  Vein,  Wlnalow,  and  J^a  V.  Wriglit. 

IbT  Mr.TM^Urr— MeMn.  Bait,  Broom,  BBivd  Cluk, 
(hillen,  Heniy  Winter  Daria,  Foster,  J.  Mfliri»n  Hariii, 
HairiMin,  Haven,  Hofliiiak,Kennen,  LindleyiAleiaoderK. 
Marataallj  Hillwant,  Faine,  Farter,  Puryear,  Beady,  Ricaud, 
Blvera,  Bcon,  WUllaai  R.  Smilli,  Biwed,  Swom,  Ttippe, 
Lnderwond,  Valk,  Whitney,  end  Zollicofler. 

For  Mr.  ZalUaffer^-Mama.  Jobn  P.  CimpbeU,  CaiUla, 


H  umphrey  M 

Edia. 
Rlebardaon. 


J-BT  Mr.  SnUii— Mr.  Walker. 
Ftr  Mr.  WUIunH—Mi.  Wbeder. 
The  House  proceeded  to  toIs  the  thirty-aer- 
:  tbr  SpealiGr,  with  the  following  rwulti 
I  cast,  234i  oecaMary  10  a 


Jiihn  Wliiiamg 

So  there  was  no  choice. 
The  fallowiiig  is  the  vote  in  detail: 
At  Mr.  Bmla—Uatn.  Albrfitat,  Altlaoa,  Bwbonr,  Hen- 
ry Hennetl,  Denaon,  Diiiingtaucal,  Biuchun,  Blakop,  BbH, 
Biad'haw,  Bieriion,  Buffliuloii,  DiullaniWj  Jamei  H. 
Campbell,  LewiH  D.  Campbell,  Cbiffae.QumOtuk,  Cluw- 
too,  Coinii,  Comini,  Covade,  CraflB,  Cmnkack,  Damreil, 
Timolby  Davii,  Day  Dean,  DeWin,  Diet,  IHctKn,  Dodd, 
Durlhe,  Edie,EdwaTda,Eairie,FlBcler,GulBWBy,Giddiii|p, 
Gillicn,  Oranier,  Grow,  Boben  OTUti,  Harian,  Ilolloway, 
ThomagH-HDnoa,  Valentine  B.  Honon,  Howsid,  Uughi- 
loB,  Kelaey,  King,Knapp,  Knlelit,  Knowluin,  Kaoi,  Kun- 
kel,  Leiier,  Mace,  MalteMB,  HcCany,  Meaeluun,  KilUao 
Miller,  Moijan,  Morrill,  Moll,  Munay,  Nieholi,  Norton- 
Andrew  OUtar,  Parker,  Peaice,  PcliDn,  PenninglOD,  Petr 
Fettit,  Pike,  Princle,  Purviance,  Kitcliie.Itoblilu,  Rober 
RobtBOn,  dabin.  Sage,  flapp,  BlKFrnao,  Blmmona,  Bpinni 
Sianioii,  Bnanaluji,  Tappan,Thaiianao,TIiarnDD,TDd 
Trafton,  T^nn.  Wule,  WsliemaiirVallirM«e,  WaMro 
Cadwalader  C.  Waabbume,  Ellibu  B.  Waabterae,  Imei 
Wa.<libum,  Wauon,  Weleb,  Wo«l,  WaodruB',  ud  Wood- 


D.  Puller, 


Cralie,  Crawlbrd,  Denver,  Dowdeil^mundi 
EEi^ub,Bvana,  nulkner,  Florence, Tbomai  J 


Geone  W.  Jonei,  J.  tUincy  JDuei,  Kelil,  Kelly,  Kidwell, 
Leicher,  Lumpkin,  Bamucl  B.  Marahan,Mniweli,  McMul- 
Ihl,  McOuien,  SmiiU  Miller,  Mill*™,  Monlecai  Oliver,  Orr, 
Feck,  Fheipe,  Powell,  Qiiitmon,  Buffin,  Ruai.  Bandidje, 
Bavagc,  aeiviird,BhoTtei,  Samuel  A.  Snil[b,WillianiBini1b, 
SlepHrni,  Blpwart,  Tslbotl,  Taylor,  Vail,  Warner,  Wot- 
kln>,  Welle,  Winalow,  and  Jobn  V.  Wiiilil. 

For  Mr.  >^d(n^Me«ii.  Broom,  Bayiml  Clark,  CuUbb, 
Henry  Wmtcr  BaTia,  Fofler,  ].  Morriaon  natria.Harriaon, 
Haven,  Floffman,  Kennell,  Lindley,  Aleiiuider  K.  Mai- 
■ball,  Millwnrd,  Paine,  Porter.  Puryear,  Beady,  Bleaud, 

Underwood,  Valk,  Wbilney,  and"  Znllieoffer.       '  ' 

JV  Mr.  ZolHaJfn^Mttm.  Jobn  P.  Campbell,  CatUla, 


ipbrey  ManhaJl. 


Far  Mr.  CnrHte— Mi 

For  Mr.  IPiltn— Mr.  ElWi 

Fer  Mr.  Ellieridgr~Mr.  Dunn, 

Far  Mr.  Hacai—Ki.  Eilieildce. 

For  Mr.  Harrlwi-tSt.  Ilenrr  H,  Fuller. 

Fat  Mr.  Harlm—Sli.  Moore. 

fbr  Mr.  I>.«iiMn--Mr.  Riebardwn. 

For  Mr.  Ifuiiiniii—Mi.  tMieeler. 

Fur  Mr.  SiMl»-Mr.  Walker. 

The  Houae  proceeded  to  vote  the  Ihirty-eighth 
ime  with  the  following  result:  Whole  numb«raf 
—  nnt.  necessary  to  a  choice,  U3;  of 


el  F.  Bank*  re 


.,107 


Jobn  Wnusnis 

JamaaL.  Orr. 

Peny  Walkar 

So  there  was  do  choice. 

The  followii^  is  the  vote  in  debil; 


JPor  . 
Henry  B 


ell,  Benaon.  BiNiB(ban 


BIngbaa 


BUM,  Bndriiaw,Breiai)iRBii<BanaaiBurliDgaiiie,JaiDes^ 
Campbell,  Lewie  D.  Campbell,  CtaaA^.Eua  Clark,  Claw- 
eon,  CoUki,Coni»,  Co«ode,CiBgin,Cunibaek,  Dunrell, 
"■ — -ly  Davia,  Day, Dean,  Da  Wiu,  Diek,  Diekeon,  Dodd, 
,Bdie,EdwD-'-  " — '-  B1...1..  n,ii /^!,iai — ' 


Durftf, 

lllben,  Grai 


cnBHl^l,  I 


franger,  G 
Thomu  K.  HonoD,  Valeniine  R,  llorton,  UDward,  Hufdia- 
lon,  Kelaey,  King,  Knapp,  Kniibt,  Knowlion,  Knoi,  Kun- 
kel.  Letter,  Mace,  HattaoD,  HcCany,  Heacham,  KilUsa 
Miller,  Hofgaa,  Monil],  Mou,  Hurray,  NicboU,  Norton, 
Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Pearce,  Felton,  Fenninglao,  Peny, 
Feltil,  Pike,  Fnngle,  Purrianee,Rili7Ua,Bubbnia,Bob«i1s, 
BoliiBOn,  Sabin,  Sage,  S^p,  Bhenaan,  aimowna,  Bpinoer, 
Btanton,  Susnaban,  Tannaa,TbBfinctDB,Tliuraton,  Todd, 
Tralkon,  Tyioa,  Wade,  WokemaB,  Walbridge,  Waldnn, 
Cadwalader  C.  Waabbume,  EUibu  B.  WadiSiime,  loael 
WaabVium,  Walaon,  Welcb,  Wood,  WoodrulT,  and  Wcod- 
wonh. 


Boyee.  Bianeb,  6rooka,  Duniett,  <;adwBbder,  Ca'nilhen 
Caakie,  CUniman,  Howall  Cobb,  WUUamaoB  L  V^  C  " 
Craite,  Crawlbrd,  Denvei 

" -— " '—eat., 

HaU,  Semps 


,_,  _ J,'Denver,  DowJeil,  EdmondMW,  &., , 

ii, Faulkner, Floreace,  ThomaaJ.D.  Fuller^oode, 

via.  liert^ 


Samuel  8.  Mantaall, Mai' 


<U,McM<UUn,M 
liver.  On,  Peel 
'.,  Sandidge,  B- 


art,  Talboti,  Taylor,  Vail,  Wsaar,  WaUbna,  Walla,  V 
low,  and  Jidui  V.  Wrtgbl. 

Fit  Mr.  JWer— Mean*.  Ball,  Droom,  Bayard  C 
Cullen,  Henry  Winter  Davia,  Foster,  J.  Morrison  Hi 
Harriaon,  Haven,  Hotrrnan.  Kennen,  Lindley,  Aleia 
K.  UanfaatI,  Millwtrd,  Paioe,  Poner,  Puryeir,  Re 
Ricaud,  Riven,  Bcoll.  Siieed,  Swope,  Trippe,  Underw 
Valk,  Wbilney,  and  ZoUirolTer. 

J-gr  Mr.  Z^Mafftr—Mrtm.  Jobn  F.  Campbell,  Cni, 

nir  Mr.  CurUU—Mtmn.  Hura;ihRy  Maraball  and  Wl- 
F&rMr.  Vaa—Mr.  Cartlle. 


r.  SnlU— Mr.  Walt 


For  Mr.  ITiUumu— Mr.  Wheeler. 

For  Mr.  Orr— Mr.  WUliama. 

For  Mr.  IfaUifi^Ur.  Eoalis.  ^ 

The  Clerk  than  proceeded  to  call  the  roll,  and 
the  following  was  the  result  of  the  thirty-uinth 
vote:  Whole  number  of  voles  ea8l,a26;  nBcessary 
to  a  choice,  114i  of  which — 


WllllaniW.  Valk... 


..lor 


BniJaioiD  F.  Leitar, . . . 
ThomuJ.D.  Fuller.., 


erL.  Underwood.. 


So  (het«  was  no  choics. 

The  following  is  the  vote 


Welefi,  Wood,  WoodntiT,  and' Waadworm. 

For  Mr.  RicikiTdHii— Meiiira.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barelay, 
Barkwlale,  Bsyty,  Bell,  Henry  S.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie, 
Boyeo,  Biatidi,  Brooka,  Burnett,  Csdwuider,  Cartithen, 
CaaUe,  Clinpnan,  Howell  Cobb,  WUliaauDn  R,  W.  Cobb, 
Cralie,  Ciawrord,  Denver,  Dowdell,  EdmundaOB,  EllMitt, 
EoriUi,  Evsna,  PaulliDer,  Florence,  Tbomu  i- 1>.  Fuller, 
n— J.    ^ ..    . — -,,.  |,j,|    g^—on  w.  Harrla, 
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Orr,  Peck,  Pbelpg,  Powell,  Quitman,  Ruffin,  Rust,  San- 
didce,  SaviM,  Sewafd,  Shorter.  Samnel  A.  Smith,  William 
Smith.  Steraena,  Stewart,  Talbou,  Taylor.  Vail,  Warner, 
Watkms,  Wcllfl,  Winslow,  and  John  v.  Wright. 

lV>r  Mr.  Htm^H.  Ftiltor— Meesn.  BaU,  Broom,  Bay- 
ard Clark,  Culien.  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Foster,  J.  MorriMm 
Harris.  Harrison,  Haven,  Hofftaian,  Kennett,Lindley,  Alex- 
ander k.  Marshall,  Millward,  Paine,  Porter,  Puivear,  Ready, 
Ricaud,  Rivers,  Scott.  Sneed.  Swope,  Trippe,  underwood, 
Valk,  Whitney,  and  ZoUlcoffer. 

F<n  Mr,  ZblNco/fer— Messrs.  John  P.  Campbell,  Coz, 
and  Lake. 

For  Or.  FoOc— Mr.  Carlile. 

For  Mr.  Etkeridge— Mr.  Dunn. 

For  Mr.  Havtn — Mr.  Etheridge. 

For  Mr.  WaUcer—Mr.  Eustis. 

For  Mr.  Horrisim— Mr.  Henry  M.  Fuller. 

For  Mr.  Carlile — Mr.  Humphrey  Marshall. 

For  Mr.  Leittr — Mr.  Moore. 

Fm  Mr.  Thonuu  J.  D.  Fuller— Mr.  Richardson. 

For  Mr.  Underwood— Mr.  William  R.  Smith. 

For  Mr.  Smith^Mr.  Walker. 

For  Mr.  FTOftafiw— Mr.  Wheeler. 

For  Mr.  Orr— Mr.  WUIiams. 

Mr.  COX.  I  moTe  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

(Cries  of  "No!"  "No!"  "  Call  the  roll !"] 

Mr.  MORGAN.  I  demand  tellers  upon  the 
motion. 

Tellers  were  'ordered;  and  Messrs.  Florkkce 
and  Thorington  were  appointed. 

The  Question  was  then  taken,  and  the  tellers 
reportea — ayes  102,  noes  95. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  House 
nccordingly,  at  ten  minutes  past  three  o'clock, 

'journed  until  to-morrow  at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 


^ 


IN  SENATE. 
Tuesday,  December  11,  1855. 
Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Hekrt  C.  Deak. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved . 

crede;.ntials. 

Mr.  EVANS.  The  Senate  will  recollect  that 
a  few  days  ago  my  colleague  [Mr.  Butler]  was 
admitted  to  his  seat  in  the  Senate  without  pro- 
ducing the  usual  testimony  of  election.  I  now 
beg  leave  to  present  Jiis  credentials. 

The  credentials  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
placed  on  file. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  desire  to  give  notice  that,  im- 
mediately after  the  opening  of  the  Senate  to- 
morrow, I  shall  ask  the  body  to  proceed  to  the 
election  of  the  standing  committees  of  the  Senate. 

SERVICES  OF  GENERAL  SCHUYLER. 

Mr.  SEWARD.     Mr.   President,   I  am   re- 

2 nested  by  Mrs.  Catharine  Van  Rensselaer 
Jochran,  widow  of  James  Cochran,  deceased,  to 
present  her  petition;  and  I  do  it  at  an  early  day 
in  the  session,  before  the  complete  organization 
of  the  body,  because  of  her  advanced  age.  Mrs. 
Cochran  is  the  only  living  child  and  immediate 
representative  of  General  Philip  Schuyler,  of  the 
revolutionary  war.  She  might  have  set  forth  in 
tliis  petition  that  Greneral  Schuyler  matured  the 

Preparations  which  resulted  in  the  capture  of 
turgoyne  at  Saratoga;  but,  omitting  that,  she 
has  modestly  set  forth  that,  in  the  preparations 
for  the  battle  of  Bemus  Heights,  in  tnat  cam- 

Siign,  and  for  resisting  the  progress  of  General 
urgoyne.  General  Schuyler  found  it  necessary 
to  construct  a  bridge  across  the  Hudson  river  at 
Bemus  Heights;  and  that  he  furnished  the  timber 
and  lumber  for  that  bridge  exclusively  from  his 
own  mills  at  Saratoga. 

She  jias  set  forth  also  in  this  petition,  that  the 
mills  and  other  erections  of  Greneral  Schuyler  at 
Saratoga  were  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  involving 
a  loss  of  his  own  private  property,  wmch ,  accord- 
ing to  the  estimates  of  tlie  American  historians, 
was  of  the  value  of  j|^,000,  and,  according  to  the 
report  of  General  Burgoyne,  was  of  the  value  of 
<flO,000  sterling.  She  represents  that  she  is, 
while  aged  and  infirm,  also  m  a  situation  to  make 
some  relief  afforded  her  by  her  country  accept- 
able to  her.  She  was  one  of  six  children.  All 
the  rest  are  dead,  and  their  children  make  no 
claim  upon  the  gratitude  or  justice  of  their  coun- 
try. In  her  own  behalf  she  has  requested  me  to 
present  this  petition,  and  ask  that  it  may  lie  on 
the  table.  I  at  the  same  time  give  notice  that 
I  will,  at  some  early  day,  ask  leave  to  introduce 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  petitioner. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


•  GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILLS. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
following  resolution: 

Reaolvedj  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  directed 
to  inquire  mto  the  expediency  of  reporting  tlM  appropria- 
tion bills  for  the  support  of  the  Government,  or  adopting 
other  measures,  with  a  view  of  obtaining  more  speedy 
action  on  said  bU]«. 

I  do  not  propose,  Mr.  President,  to  have  the 
resolution  considered  at  this  time;  but  when  I  do 
call  it  up  for  consideration,  after  the  committees 
shall  have  been  formed,  I  shall  ask  the  Senate  to 
consider  the  question  of  the  power  and  the  right 
of  this  body  to  originate  the  general  appropna- 
tion  bills,  ray  object  being  to  avoid  the  evils  of 
night  sittings  at  the  close  of  each  session. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  resolution  wUl  lie 
over  under  the  rules. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FITZPATRICK,  the  Sen- 
ate proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive 
business;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
doors  were  reopened,  and  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday,  December  11,  1855. 

The  Clerk  called  the  House  to  order  at  twelve 
o'clock,  m. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

ELECTION  OF  SPEAKER. 

The  election  of  Speaker  being  the  business 
in  order,  the  Clerk  proceeded  to  call  the  roll 
on  the  fortieth  vote  therefor,  with  the  follow- 
ing result:  Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  224; 
necessary  to  a  choice,  113;  of  which — 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks  received 107 

William  A.  Richardson 74 

Henry  M.  Fuller 27 

Felix  K.  ZollicoflTcr 4 

John  S.  Carlile 9 

John  P.  Campbell 1 

Emerson  EUieridge 1 

Percy  Walker 1 

John  Scon  Harrison 1 

Benjamin  F.  Leiter 1 

Daniel  Wells 1 

James  L.  Orr 1 

Humphrey  Marshall 1 

John  WiHiams 1 

Solomon  6.  Haven 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  BemkM—McaBrs.  Albright,  Alliiion,  Call,  Barbour, 
Henry  BonnvU,  Benson,  Billinghurst,  Bingiiam,  Bishop, 
Blisfi,  Brad:<ha\v,  Brenton,  BulTington,  Burlinganie,  James 
H.  Campbell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell.  Chaffee,  Ezra  Clark, 
ClaWi^on,  Colfax,  Coniins,  Covode,  Cracin,  Cumback, 
Damrell,  Timotliy  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  Do  Vviii,  Dick,  Dick- 
son, Dodd,  Durtee,  Edwards,  Emrio,  Flagler,  Galloway, 
GiddijtgM,  Gilbert,  Granger,  Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan, 
HoUoway,  Thomas  11.  liorton,  Valentine  B.  Hortou,  How- 
ard, Hu^hston,  Kelsey,  King,  Knapp,  Knight,  Kowlton, 
Knox.  Kiinkel,  Loiter,  Mace,  Matte^on,  McCarty,  Meach- 
am,  Killian  Miller,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Mou, Murray,  Nirliols, 
Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Pearee,  Pulton,  IVuning- 
ton.  Perry,  Pettit,  Pike,  Prin^le,  Piirviauee,  Ritchie,  Rob- 
biuK,  Roberta,  ftobison,  Sabin,  Sage,  t^app,  Sherman, 
Simmons,  Spinner,  Stanton,  Stranahan,Tuppan,  Thoring- 
ton, Thurston,  Todd,  Trat'ton,  Tyson,  Wade,  Wakeman, 
Walbridge,  Waldron,  Cadwhlodcr  C.  Washlwrne,  Ellihu 
B.  Woslibume,  Israel  Washburn,  Watson,  Welch,  Wood, 
Woodruff*,  and  Woodworth. 

For  Mr.  Richardson — Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay, 
Bork^dole,  Bell,  Henry  S.  Bennett,  Bocoek,  Bowie,  Boyce, 
Branch,  Brooks,  Burncil,  Cailwalader,  Caruthers,  Caskie, 
Clingmaii,  Howell  Cobb,  Wllliauiwm  R.  W.  Cobb,  Craige, 
Crawford,  Denver,  Dowdcll,  Edmundi^on,  Elliott,  Englirth, 
Evans,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode, 
Greenwood,  Augustus  Hall,  Sampson  W.  Harri.",  Thomas 
L.  Harris,  Herbert,  Hickman,  Houston,  Jeweti,  George  VV. 
Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jone^,  Kent,  Kelly,  Kidwell,  Letcber, 
Lumpkin,  Samuel  S.  Man«hall,  Maxwell,  MeMulliu,  Mc- 
Queen, Smith  Miller,  Millson,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr, 
Peck,  Phelps,  Powell,  Quitman,  RutUn,  Rust,  Saiididge, 
Savage,  Seward,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  Smith,  Ste- 
phens, Stewart,  Talbott,  Taylor,  Vail,  Warner,  Watkius, 
Well*,  Winslow,  and  John  V.  Wright. 

For  Mr.  Fuller— MKasrs.  Broom,  Bayard  Clark,  Culien, 
Henry  Winter  Davis,  Edie,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Harrison, 
Haven,  Hoffman,  Kcnnett,  Lindley,  Alexander  K.  Mar 
shall,  Millward,  Paine,  Porter,  Pur>'car,  Ready,  Rieaud, 
Rivers,  Scott,  Sneed,  Swope,  Trippe,  Underwood,  Valk, 
Whitney,  and  Zollicoffcr. 

For  Mr.  2SoUicoffcr— Messrs.  John  P.  Campbelt,Cox,  Fos- 
ter, and  Lake. 

For  Mr.  Cor't/e— Messrs.  Humphrey  Marshall  and  Wil- 
liam R.  Smltli. 

For  Mr.  Campbell— Mr.  Carlile. 

For  Mr.  Etheridge— Mr.  Dunn. 

For  Mr.  TValker— Mr.  Eusiis. 

For  Mr.  HarrUon — Mr.  Henry  M.  Fuller. 

For  Mr.  Leiter — Mr.  Moore. 

For  Mr.  WeU$— Mr.  Richardson. 

For  Mr.  Orr^Mr.  Shorter. 


For  Mr.  Marthall— Mr.  Walker. 
For  Mr.  H^iUiam»—Mr.  Wheeler. 
For  Mr.  Haven— Mr.  Etheridge. 

The  Clerk  again  proceeded  to  calPthe  roll  on  the 
forty-first  vote  for  Speaker,  with  the  following 
result:  Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  225;  neces- 
sary to  a  choice,  113;  of  which — 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks  received 107 

WUtiam  A.  Richard«>h 74 

Henry  M.  Fuller 28 

Felix  K.  ZoUicoffer 3 

James  L.  Orr 9 

John  P.  Campbell 

Emerson  Etheridge 

Warner  L.  Underwood 

Percy  Walker 

John  Scou  Harrison 

John  S.  Carlile 

BeiOamin  F.  Leiter 

William  Barksdale 

Humplirey  Marshall ^ 

John  WilUams 

Robert  T.  Paine 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  Banks— Memn,  Albright,  Allison,  Ball,  Barbour, 
Heniy  Bennett,. Benson,  Billinghurst,  Bingham,  Bishom 
Bliss,  Bradshaw,  Brenton,  Bufl^ugton,  Burlinnme,  Jamas 
H.  Campbell,  Lewis  D.  Campbjl,  Chaffee,  Ezra  CUrfc, 
Clawson,  Ccrifiix,  Comins,  Covode,  Cragin,  Cumbsek,  [>am- 
rell,  Timothy  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  De  Witt,  Dick,  Dickson, 
Dodd,  Durfee,  Edwards,  Emrie,  Flagler.  Gallowai^,  G«d- 
dings,  Gilbert,  Granger,  Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan,  Hol- 
loway,  Thomas  R.  Horton,  Valentine  B.  Horton,  Howard, 
Hughston,  Kelsey,  King,  Knapp,  Knigbt,  Knowlton,  Knox, 
Kunkel,  Leiter, Mace,  Matteson,  McCarty,  Meacbam,  Kil- 
lian Miller,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Moti.  Murray,  Nichols,  Xorton, 
Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Pcarce,  Pelton,  Pennington.  Peny, 
Pettit,  Pike,  Pnngle,  Purviance,  Ritchie,  Robbins,  Roberts, 
Robison,  Sabin,  Sage,  Sapp,  Sberman,  Simmons,  Spinner, 
Stanton,  Stranahan,  Tappan,  Thorington,  Thurston,  Todd, 
Traaon,  Tyson,  Wade,  Wakeman,  Walbridge,  WaJdron, 
Cadwalader  C.  Washbume,  Ellihu  B.  Washtmrne,  l«raet 
Washburn,  Watson,  Welch,  Wood,  Woodrofl*,  and  Wood- 
worth. 

For  Mr.  Richardson — Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay, 
Barksdale,  Bell,  Henry  S.  Bennett,  Bocoek,  Bowie,  Bo3rce, 
Branch,  Bix)oks,  Burnett,  Cadwalader,  Caruthers,  Ciutikie, 
Clingman,  Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  K.  W.  Cobb,  Craige, 
(Crawford,  Denver,  Dowdell,  Edmundson,  Elliott,  En{Eli»lt, 
Evans,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode, 
Greenwood.  Augustus  Hall.  Sampan  W.  Harris,  Thomas 
L.  Harris,  Herbert,  Hickman,  Houfiton,  Jewett, George  VV. 
Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Kent,  Kelly,  Kidwell,  Letctier, 
Lumpkin,  Samuel  S.  Marshall,  Maxwell,  Mc.MuUin,  Mc- 
Queen, Smith  Miller,  Millson,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Peck, 
Phelps,  Powell,  Quitman.  Ruffin,  Rust,  Sandidj^e,  Savage, 
Seward.  Samuel  A.  Smitli,  William  Smith,  Stephens,  Stew- 
art, Talbott,  Taylor,  Vail,  Warner,  Watkins,  Wells,  Wins- 
low,  and  John  v.  Wright. 

For  Mr.  Fuller— Memrs.  Broom.  Bayard  Clark,  Culien, 
Henry  Winter  Davis,  Edie,  Foster,  J.  Morrisftn  Harris, 
Harrison.  Haven,  Hotnnan,  Kennett,  Lindley,  Alexander 
K.  Marshall,  Millward,  Paine,  Porter,  Pur>'ear,  Beady, 
Rieaud,  Rivers,  Scott,  Sneed,  Swope,  Trippe,  Underwood, 
Valk,  Whitney,  and  ZoUicoffer. 

Fi>r  Mr.  ZoUicoffer— Mes&rs.  John  P.  CampbeU,  Cox, 
and  Lake. 

For  Mr.  Orr— Messrs.  Shorter  and  WUUams. 

For  Mr.  CampbeU— Mr.  Carlile. 

For  Mr.  Klheridgc—Mr.  Dunn. 

For  Mr.  Underwood — Mr.  Etheridge. 

For  Mr.  WaVter — Mr.  Eustis. 

For  Mr.  Harrison— Mr.  Henr>'  M.  Fuller. 

For  Mr.  CarlUe— Mr.  Humplu^y  Marshall. 

For  Mr.  Leiter— Mr.  Moore. 

For  Mr.  Barksdale— Mr.  Richardson. 

For  Mr.  MarshaU— Mr.  Walker. 

For  Mr.  WUHmns— Mr.  Wheeler. 

For  Mr.  /*atne-  Mr.  WUliam  R.  Smith. 

The  Clerk  aeain  proceeded  to  call  the  roll  on 
the  forty-second  vote  for  Speaker,  with  the  fol- 
lowing rrsult:  Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  225; 
necessary  to  a  choice,  113;  of  which — 

Nathaniel  P.  Bank^  received 106 

Williairi  A.  Richardson 75 

Henry  M.  Fuller 27 

Felix  K.  ZoUicoffer 3 

James  L.  Orr 3 

Emen*on  Etheridge 1 

Alexander  C.  M.  Pennington 1 

Warner  L.  Underwood I 

Percy  Walker 1 

John  Scott  Harrison 1 

Benjamin  F.  Leiter 1 

Williamson  R.  W.Cobb.; I 

Robert  T.  Paine 1 

John  Williams 1 

John  P.  Campbell 1 

John  S.  Carlile 1 

Humphrey  Marshall 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  Banks— Messrs.  Albright,  Allison,  Ball,  Barbour, 
Henry  Bennett,  BenM>n,  Billinghurst,  Bingham,  Bihbop, 
Blis»s.Bnid-haw,  Brenton,  Buffincttm,  niirlii,tf..iiu\  J'liufs* 
n.  CampUelt,  Lewis  D.  ramidnP,  <  I  .iilo*  .  K/i,i  <  Ink. 
Claw^on,  Colfax, l'oinin-«.*'ov»Hl  ,('i  .  mJ  iiinb.r*  ;..  l*;.;ii- 
rell,  Timoiliy  Davt.--,  l*n\,  Dr.tti.  !:.•  \»  lu.  Lh<  W.  I  vK  *,u, 
Dodd,  Durlee,  Emrie,  Fiader,Ga;ioway,Giiuliugb,Giibert, 
Granger,  Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan,  HoUoway,  Thomas 
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R.  fl<nton,  Valentine  B.  Horton,  Howard,  Ho^uton,  Kel- 
mey,Ki»g,  Kna|^,  Knidit,  Knowlton,  Knox,  Kunkel,  Leiter, 
Mace,  Matte»on,  McCarty,Meacbani,  Killtan  Miller,  Mor- 
man,  Morrill,  Mott,  Murray,  Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew 
OUver,  Parker,  Pcarcc,  Pelton,  Pennin|ftoa,  Perry,  Pettit, 
Pike,  Pringle,  Porviance,  Bitchie,  Bobbins,  Koberts,  Rob- 
isoii,  Sahin,  Sage,  Sapp,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Spinner, 
etanton,  Stranahan,  Tappan.  Thorington,  Thurston.  Todd, 
TraAon,  Tyson,  Wade,  Wakentan,  Walbridge,  Waldron. 
CadwaladerC.  Washbume,  Ellihu  B.  Woshbume,  Israel 
Washburn,  Watson,  Welch,  Wood,  Woodruff,  and  Wood- 
worth. 

JW  Mr.  Rickardmn»^Menn.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay, 
Barksdale,  Bajrly,  Bell,  Henry  S.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie, 
Boyce,  Branch,  Brooks,  Burnett,  Cadwalader,  Caruther% 
Caskie,  Clingman,  Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  it  W.  Cobb, 
Cfri%e,  Craivfbrd.  Denver,  DowdeU,  Edmundson,  Elliott, 
Engltsh,  Erans,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller, 
Goode,  Greenwood,  AuEUStus  Hall,  Sampson  W.  Harris, 
Thomas  L.  Harris,  Herbert,  Hickman,  Houston,  Jewett, 
Geocye  W.  Jones,  J.  Clancy  Jcmes,  Keitt,  Kelly,  Kidwcll, 
Ijetcher,  Lumpkin,  Samuel  S.  Marshall,  Maxwell.  Mc- 
Mullin,  McQueen,  Smith  Miller,  Millson,Mordecai  Oliver, 
Orr,  Peck,  Phelps,  Powell,  Quitman,  Buffin,  Ruiit,  San- 
di<^,  Savife,  Seward,  Samuel  A.  Smith.  William  Smith, 
Stephens,  Stewart,  Talbott,  Taylor,  Vail,  Warner,  Wat- 
kins,  Wells,  WiDslow,  and  John  V.  Wright. 

for  Mr.  FuUer—Mean.  Broom,  Cullen,  Heniy  Winter 
Davis,  Edie,  Foster,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Harrison,  Haven, 
Boffinan,  Kennctt,  Lindley,  Alexander  K.  Marshall,  Mill- 
ward,  Paine,  Potter.  Puryear.  Ready,  Ricaud,  Rivers,  Scott. 
Soeed,  Swope,  Tniq>e,  Unoerwood,  Valk,  Whitney,  and 
ZoBicofler. 

F^  Mr.  ZolKco/fer— Messrs.  John  P.  Campbell,  Cox, 
and  Lake. 

F<9r  Mr.  Orr— Mokib.  Shorter  and  WiUiams. 

For  Mr.  Etheridge— Mr.  Dunn. 

JPor  Mr.  Pennington— Mr.  Edwards. 

F4»r  Mr.  Underwood— Mt.  Etheridge. 

JFbr  Mr.  FTotter— Mr.  Eustis. 

For  Mr.  Harrison— Mr.  Henry  M.  Fuller. 

J^br  Mr.  Leiter— Mr.  Moore. 

Fi»r  Mr.  Cobb— Mr.  Richardson. 

fbr  Mr.  Paine— Mr.  William  B.  Smith. 

For  Mr.  WiUianu— Mr.  Wheeler. 

For  Mr.  Campbell— Mr.  Cailile. 

For  Mr.  Carme^Mr.  Humphrey  Marriiall. 

For  Mr.  MarahoU— Mr.  Walker. 

The  House  proceeded  to  vote  the  forty -third 
time  for  Speaker,  with  the  following  result: 
Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  226;  necessary  to  a 
choice,  114;  of  which — 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks  received 107 

William  A.  Bichardaon 75 

Henry  M.Funer 28 

Felix  K.  ZoUicoffer 3 

James  L.  Orr 2 

Emerson  Etheridse 1 

JohnP.  Campbell 1 

John  ^coa  Harrison 1 

Percy  Walker , 1 

Warner  L.  Underwood 1 

John  S.  Carlile 1 

Benjamin  F.  Leiter.... 1 

Thomas  Bnflin 1 

Robert  T.  Paine 1 

Humphrey  Manhall 1 

John  Williams 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  BonJks— Messra.  Albrisht,  Alhsoa,  Ball,  Bar- 
bour, Heniy  Bennett,  Benson,  BillinghurBt,  Bingham, 
Bishop,  Bliss,  Bradshaw,  Brenton,  Bufflngton,  Burliogame, 
James  H.  Campbell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Chaflfbe,  Ezra 
€?lMk,Claw8on,  Colfax,  Comins,  Covode,  Cragin,  Cum- 
back,  Damrell,  Timothy  Da\-is,  Day,  Dean,  De  Win,  Diok, 
Dickson,  Dodd,  Durfee,  Edwards,  Emrie,  Flagler.  Gallo- 
way, Giddlngt,  Gilbert,  Granger,  Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall, 
Harten,  UoUoway,  Thomas  R.  Horton,  valentine  B.  Hor- 
ton,  Howai4^  Hui^&ston,  Kelsey,  King,  Knapp,  Knight, 
Knowlton,  Knox,  Kunkel,  Letter,  Mace,  Matteson,  Mc- 
Carty,  Meocham,  Killian  Miller,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Mott, 
Mvray,  Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Pearee, 
Peltos,  Pennington,  Perry,  Pettit,  Pike,  Pnngle,  Porviance, 
Ritchie,  Bobbins,  Roberts,  Bobison,  Sabin,  Sage,  Sapp, 
61ierman,  Simmons,  Sinnner,  Stanton.  StranahanvTap- 
pan.  Thorington,  Thurston,  Todd,  Trafton,  Tyson,  Wade, 
Wakeman.  Walbridge,  Waldron,  Cadwalader  C.  Wasb- 
Inime,  EnCbu  B.  Washbnme.  Israel  Washburn,  Watson, 
Welch,  Wood,  Woodruff,  and  Woodwortb. 

For  Mr.  iUdkan2Mm— Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay, 
Barksdale,  Bavly.  Dell,  Henry  S.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie, 
Boyce,  Branch,  Brooks,  BMmctt,  Cadwalader,  Caruthers, 
Caskie,  Clingman,  HoweuCobb,  WiUiamson  B.  W.  Cobb, 
Cxviffe.  Crawford.  Denver,  DowdeU,  Edmundson,  Elliott, 
Enghm,  Evans,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller, 
Goode,  Greenwood,  Aucustns  HaU,  Sampson  W.  Harris, 
Thomas  L.  Harris,  Herbert,  Hickman,  Houston,  Jewett, 
George  W.  Jones,  J.  Clancy  Jones,  Keitt,  Kelly,  Kidwell, 
Lietcoer,  Lumpkin,  Samuel  8.  Marshall,  MaxweU,  McMul- 
lin,  McQueen,  Smith  Miller,  Millenn,  Mordecai  Oliver, 
Orr,  Peck,  Phelps,  Powell,  Quitman,  ttnlRn^  Rost,  San- 
didge.  Savage,  Seward,  Samuel  A.  Smith.  William  Smith, 
Stephens,  Stewart,  Talboct,  Taylor,  Vail,  Warner,  Wat- 
kins,  W^la,  Winslow,  and  Jolw  V.  Wright. 

Far  Mr.  TWler— Messrs.  Broom,  Bavard  Clark,  Cullen, 
Henry  Winter  Davis,  Edie,  Foster,  J.  Morrison  Harris, 
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Harrison,  Haven,  Hoffinan,  Kennett,  Lindley,  Alexander  K. 
Manhall,  Millward,  Paine,  Porter,  Beady,  Bicaud,  Biveis, 
Scott,  Sneed,  Swope,  Trippe,  Underwood,  Valk,  Whitr 
ney,  and  Zollicoffer. 

For  Mr.  ZolHooffer—Meetn.  John  P.  Campbell,  Coz, 
and  Lake. 

For  Mr.  Orr— Messrs.  Shorter  and  Williams. 

For  Mr.  Etheridee— Mr.  Dunn. 

For  Mr.  CampbeU— Mr.  Carlile. 

ForMr>  Harriton— Mr.  Heniy  M.  Fuller. 

For  Mr.  Walker— Mr.  Eustis. 

For  Mr.  Underwood—Mr.  Etheridge. 

For  Mr.  CmUU—Mr.  Humphrey  Marahall. 

For  Mr.  Xeiler— Mr.  Moore. 

For  Mr.  RuMn— Mr.  Bichardson. 

For  Mr.  Patne—Mr.  WiUiara  B.  Smith. 

J^or  JIfr.  MarthaU— Mr.  Walker. 

For  Mr.  William$—Mf.  Wheeler. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  think  it  is  nerfectly  appa- 
rent from  what  has  been  done  to-day,  that  there 
is  no  possibility  of  coming  to  a  vote  upon  which 
a  majority  can  unite.  There  seems  to  me  to  be 
a  necessity  either  for  further  consultation  or  of 
the  adoption  of  a  plurcdity  resolution.  With  a 
view  of  giving  the  majority  one  more  opportunity 
to  unite,  I  move  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  matteson:  I  ask  for  tellers  upon  that 
motion. 

Tellers  were  ordered. 

The  Clerk  appointed  Messrs..  Matteson  and 
BoTCE  as  tellers. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported — ayes  88,  noes  93. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  House  proceeded  the  forty-fourth  time  to 

TOte  for  Speaker,  with  the  following  result :  Whole 

number  of  votes,  2^;  necessary  to  a  choice,  113; 

of  which — 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks  received » 107 

WUliam  A.  Bichardson , 74 

Henry  M.FuUer S8 

Felix  K.  ZoUicoffer 4 

James  L .  Orr 3 

Humphrey  Marshall 1 

Emerson  Etheridge 1 

Warner  L.  Underwood 1 

John  Scott  Harrison 1 

Percy  Walker 1 

John  S.  Carlile 1 

Benjamin  F.  Leiter 1 

JohnWUliams 1 

Bobert  T.  Potoie 1 

John  A.  Uuitnan... 1 

There  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  BanJb— Messrs.  Albright,  Allison,  BaO,  Barhoor, 
Henry  Benneu,  Benson,  BlUinghurst,  Bingham,  Bishop, 
Bliss.  Bradshaw,  Brenton,  BuAngton,  Buriingatme,  James 
H.  Campbell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell.  Chaffoe,  Beta  Clark, 
Clawson,  Ccrffax,  Comins,  Covoue,  Cragin,  Cumback, 
Damrell,  Timotliy  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  Do  Witt,  Dick,  Dick- 
son, Dodd,  Durfee,  Edwards,  Emrie,  Flagler,  OaUoway, 
Giddhigs,  Gilbert,  Granger,  Grow,  Bobert  B.  Hall,  Harlan, 
Holloway,  Thomas  B.  Horton,  Valentine  B.  Horton,  How- 
ard, Huirtiston.  Kelsey,  King,  Knapp,  Knight,  Knowlton, 
Knox,  Kunkel,  Leiter,  Mace,  Mattosan,  Mc-Carty,  Mea> 
Cham,  Killian  Miller,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Mott,  Murray,  Nich- 
ols, Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Pearee,  Pelton^  Pen- 
nington, Perry,  Pettit.  Pike,  Prini^e.  Purviance,  Kitchie, 
Bobbins,  Bobcrts,  Booison,  Sabin,  Sage,  Sapp,  Sherman, 
Simmons.  Spinner,  Stanton,  Stranahan,  'nippan,  Hior- 
ington.  Thurston,  Todd,  Trafton,  Tyson,  Wade,  Wake- 
man,  Walbridffe,  Waldron,  Cadwalader  C.  Washbume, 
^ihu  B.  Washume,  Israel  Washburn,  Watson,  Welch, 
Wood,  Woodruff,  and  Woodworth. 

For  Mr.  E^chardion^Mcmrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay, 
Barksdale.  Bell,  Henry  S.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce, 
Branch,  Brooks,  Burnett,  Cadwalader,  Caruthers,  CaidEie, 
Clingman,  Howell  Cobb.  WiUiamson  B.  W.  Cobb  Jl^raige, 
Crawford,  Denver,  DowdeU,  Edmundson,  EUiott,  EngUui, 
Evans,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode, 
Greenwood.  Augustus  Hall,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomaa 
L.  Harris,  Herbert,  Hickman.  Houston,  Jewett.  George  W. 
Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones.  Kcitt,  KeUy,  Kidwell,  Letcher, 
Lumpkin,  Sunuel  8.  MarBhall,  Maxwell.  McMuUin,  Mo- 
Queen,  Smith  Miller,  MUtoon,  Mordecai  OUver.  Orr.  Peck, 
Phelps.  PoweU,  Quitman,  BdBln,  Bust,  Bandlc^,  Savage, 
Seward,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  WUUam  Smith,  Stephens, 
Stewart,  Talbott.  Taylor,  Van,  Warner,  Watkins,  WeUs, 
Winslow,  and  John  V.  Wright. 

#br  Mr.  FuUer—M^mn.  Broom,  Bayard  Clark,  Cullen, 
Henry  Winter  Davis,  Edie,  Foster,  J.  Morrison  Harris, 
Harrison.  Haven.  Hoflfhian,  Kennett,  Lindley,  Alexander 
K.  MarsnaU,  Millward,  Paine,  Porter,  Puryear,  Beady, 
JUeard.  Biveis,  Soott,  Sneed,  Swope,  Trippe,  Underwood, 
VaUc,  Whitney,  and  ZoUiconer. 

For  Mr.  Zimeoffer—Memn.  John  P.  CampbeU,  CarUle, 
Cox,  and  Lake. 

For  Mr.  Orr— Messrs.  Shorter  and  Willianw. 

For  Mr.  MankaO—Mr.  WaUcer. 

For  Mr.  Etheridge— Mr.  Dunn. 

For  Mr.  Vnd^twoi^  Mr.  Etheridge. 


For  Mr.  Harriton— Mr.  Henry  M.  FuUer. 
For  Mr.  Walker— Mr.  Eustis. 
For  Mr.  CartUe— Mr.  MarshaU. 
For  Mr.  LeUer— Mr.  Moore. 
For  Mr.  WiUiam*— Mr.  Wheeler. 
For  Mr.  Paine— Mr.  William  B.  Smith. 
For  Mr.  Quttmon— Mr.  Bichardson. 

The  House  proceeded  the  forty-fifth  time  to  rote 
for  Speaker,  with  the  following  result:  Whole 
number  of  votes  cast,  233;  necessary  to  a  choice, 
112;  of  which — 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks  received 106 

WUUam  A.  Bichardson 74 

Henry  M.  FuUer 97 

Felix  K.  ZoUicoffer 4 

JamesL.  Orr 9 

Warner  L.  Underwood 1 

Johns.  CariUc 1 

BobertT.  Paine 1 

John  H.  Savage 1 

Percy  Walker 1 

Humphrey  MarshaJI I 

Emerson  Btheridge 1 

John  Scott  Harrison 1 

Benjamin  F.  Leiter 1 

JohuWUUams 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  Bank*— Memrt.  Albright,  AUison,  Ball,  Barbour, 
Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  Billinghurst,  Bingham,  Bishop, 
Bliss.  Bradshaw,  Brenton,  Buffington,  Buriingamc,  James 
H.  CampbeU,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Chaffee,  Ezra  Clark, 
Clawson,  Colfhx,  Comins,  Covode.Cragiii,  Cumback,  Dam- 
reU.  Timothy  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  De  Witt,  Dick,  Dickson, 
Dodd,  Duri^,  Emrie,  Flayer,  GaUowa3r,Giddings,GUbcrt, 
Granger,  Grow,  Bobert  B.  uall,  Harian,  Holloway,  Thomas 
B.  Horton,  Valentine  B.  Horton,  Howard,  Hughston,  Kel- 
sey, KiM,  Knapp,  Kniffht,  .Knowlton,  Knox,  Kunkel, 
Leiter,  Mace,  Matteson,  McCarty,  Meacham,  KUIianJtfil- 
ler,  Moi^pm,  Morrill,  Mott,  Murray,  Nichols.  Norton.  An- 
drew Oliver,  Parker,  Pearee,  Pelton,  Pennmgton,  Perry, 
Pettit,  Pike,  Prinjrie,  Purviance,  Bitchie,  Bobbins,  Boberts, 
Bobison,  Sabin,  Sage,  Sapp,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Spinner, 
Stanton,  Stranahan.  Tappan,  Thorington.  Thurston, Todd, 
Trafton,  Tjrson,  Wade,  Wakeman,  Waibndgc,  Waldron. 
Cadwalader  C.  Washbume,  Ellihu  B.  Washbume,  Israel 
Washburn,  Watson,  Welch,  Wood,  Woodruff,  and  Wood- 
worth. 

For  Mr.  JUdUrrrfcon^Messra.  Aiken,  AUen,  Barclay, 
Barksdale.  Bell,  Henry  8.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce, 
Branch,  Brooks,  Bumett,  Cadwalader,  Caruthers,  Caskie, 
Clingman,  HoweU  Cobb,  Williamson  B.  W.  Cobb  j::;raige, 
Crawfbrd,  Denver,  DowdeU,  Edmundson,  ElUott,  EngUsb, 
Evans,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Tliomas  J.  D.  FuUer^oode, 
Greenwood,  Augustus  HaU,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomas 
L.  Harris,  Herbert,  Hickman,  Houston,  Jewett,  George  W. 
Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones.  Keitt,  Kelly,  Kidwell,  Letcher, 
Lum|MEin,  Samuel  S.  Bflarshall.  Maxwell,  McMulUn,  Mc- 
Queen, Smith  MUler,  ATUlson,  Mordecai  OUver,  Orr.  Peck, 
Phelps,  PoweU,  Quitman,  Buffln,  Bust,  Sandidge,  Savage, 
Seward,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  Smith,  Stephens, 
Stewart,  Talbott,  Taylor,  Vail,  Warner,  Watkins,  Wells, 
Winslow,  and  John  V.  Wright. 

For  Mr.  FuUer— Memrs.  Broom,  CuUen.  Henry  Winter 
Davis,  Edie,  Foster.  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Harrison,  Haven, 
Hofitaian.  Kennett,  Lindley,  Alexander  K.  Marshall,  MUI- 
ward.  Fame,  Porter,  Puryear.  Beady,  Bicaud,  Biven,  Scott. 
Sneed,  Swope,  Trippe,  Underwood,  VaUE,  Whitney,  and 
2k>Uicoffer. 

For  Mr.  ZoUicoffer— Measn.  John  P.  Campbell,  Carlile, 
Cox,  and  Lake. 

For  Mr.  Orr— Messrs.  Shorter  and  WiUiams. 

For  Mr.  I7ha«ni«pod— Mr.  Etheridge. 

For  Mr.  CarUie— Mr,  Humphrey  Marshall. 

For  Mr.  Paine^Mr.  WUUam  B.  Smith. 

For  Mr.  Savage — Mr.  Bichardson. 

For  Mr.  WialJ^—Mr.  Eustis. 

For  Mr.  H.  MorsAatt— Mr.  Walker. 

For  Mr.  Etheridge— Mr.  Dunn. 

For  Mr*  Harri»on—Mr.  Henry  M.  Fuller. 

For  Mr.  Leiter— Mr.  Moore. 

For  Mr.  WOliame— Mr.  Wheeler. 

Mr.  GALLOWAY.  I  move  that  the  House 
do  no^  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Thereupon  the  House,  at  five  minutes  past 
three  o  'clock,  adjourned  u  ntil  to-morrow  at  twelve 
o'clock,  m.     

IN  SENATE. 

WjEDNESDAT,  December  1^,  1855. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Hbmrt  C.  Dbait. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

8TANDLN6  COMMITTEES. 

.  Mr.  CASS.  Ag^reeably  to  the  notice  which  I 
gave  yesterday,  I  now  move  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  election  of  the  standing  committees, 
except  the  Committee  on  Printing.  I  shall  not 
make  any  motion  at  present  for  the  election  of 
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that  committee.    I  move  that  we  proceed  to  the 
ctcction  of  the  other  standing  committees  of  the 
Senate. 
The  motioir  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CASS.  It  has  been  usual  latterly,  on  these 
occasion^,  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Sen* 
att\  tfa  dispense  with  the  vote  by  ballot.  That 
course  expedites  the  business  very  much;  and  I 
think  it  would  be  better  if  the  Senate  would  con- 
sent to  take  that  course  now.  I  know  that  to  do 
so  will  require  unanimous  consent,  and  if  any 

fentleman  insists  on  electing  by  ballot,  it  must  be 
one;  but  to  try  the  question,  I  move  to  dispense 
with  so  much  of  the  rules  as  requires  us  to  pro- 
ceed by  ballot  in  the  choice  of  committees. 

Mr.  HALE.    Let  the  rules  be  observed. 

The  PRESIDENT.    Objection  is  made. 

Mr.  CASS.    Then  we  must  vote  by  ballot. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Senators  will  prepare 
their  ballots  for  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  that  being  the  first  on  the 
list. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  ask  for  the  reading  of 
the  rule,  which  directs  the  mode  of  balloting  for 
fommittees.. 

The  rule  was  read,  as  fi3Uows: 

«  35.  In  the  appointment  of  the  standiqg  committees,  the 
Senate  will  proceed,  by  iNUlot.  severally  to  appoint  the  chair- 
man of  each  committee,  and  then,  by  one  ballot,  the  other 
members  necessary  to  eoinpTete  tlie  same;  and  a  majority  of 
the  whole  number  of  votes  given  shall  be  necessary  to  the 
choice  of  a  chairman  of  a  standing  eonunittee.  All  other 
commiuees  shall  be  appointed  by  ballot,  and  a  plurality  of 
votes  shall  make  a  choice." 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will  inquire  if 
there  be  any  objection  on  the  part  of  Senators  to 
balloting  for  the  chairmen  of  all  the  committees 
on  the  same  ballot?  It  would  save  a  great  deal 
of  time. 

Mr.  HALE.    Follow  the  rule. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  think,  Mr.  President,  we 
had  better  follow  the  rule. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Tl>e  rule  has  been  to 
ballot  for  chairman  of  each  committee  first. 

Mr.  CASS.  The  ballots  are  prepared,  and^it 
will  be  necessary  for  every  gentleman  now  to  cut 
off  the  first  name  on  eacn  ballot  that  stands  as 
chairman.  It  would  be  better  then  to  go  on  with 
'  the  same  committee;  otherwise  we  might  not  be 
able  to  adhere  precisely  to  the  arrangement  as  to 
tlie  relation  they  bear  to  the  committees. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Senators  then  will  pre- 
pare their  ballots,  first,  for  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations. 

The  ballots  having  been  collected  and  canvassed , 
the  President  announced  that — 

Mr.  Mason  had  received 31  votes. 

Mr.Clayton 5  " 

Mr.  Seward 4  « 

Mr.Crittenden 1  " 

Mr.  Hale 1  « 

Mr.Ru^ik 1  " 

Mr.  Bumner 1  <* 

Blank 1  « 

Mr.  Mamn  having  received  a  majority  of  all 
the  votes  given,  was  declared  duly  elected  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Senators  will  nbw  gre- 
pare  their  ballots  for  the  iremaining  members  of 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  HALE.  Mr.  President,  I  think  the  rule 
says  that,  in  the  appointment  of  the  standing 
committees,  the  Senate  will  proceed,  by  ballot, 
severally,  to  appoint  the  chairman  of  each  com- 
mittee, and  then,  by  one  ballot,  the  other  mem- 
bers necessary  to  complete  the  same. 

The  PRESIDENT,  Does  the  Senate  prefer  to 
go  on  and  name  the  chairmen  first  of  all  the  com- 
mittees ? 

Mr.  HALE.  That  is  the  way  the  rule  reads. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  practice  has  been 
othen^'ise,  I  am  informed. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  tliink  the  construction  of  the 
rule  is  as  intimated  from  the  Chair.  The  word 
"  severally"  controls  the  whole  act.  You  ballot, 
in  the  first  place,  as  to  all  the  committees,  first 
.  Ibr  chairman,  and  then  in  one  ballot  for  all  the 
real  of  the  committee. 

The  PRESIDENT.  That  has  been  the  prac- 
tice. Does  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire 
'  «p>p^  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair  ? 

Mr.  HALE.    No,  sir. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Senatoni  will  prepare  their 
ballots  for  the  other  meo^iera  of  the  Committee 
ua  foreign  RektticaM. 


The  ballots  having  been  collected  and  can- 
vassed, the  President  announced  that — 

Mr.  Douglas  had  received. 33  votes. 

Mr.  SlidcU 33  " 

Mr.  Clayton 36  " 

Mr.  Weller -..32  " 

Mr.  Fish 35  " 

Mr.Foot a  « 

Mr.Eusk  9  " 

Mr.Crittenden 9  ** 

Mr.  Seward 9  " 

Mr.  Hale ^ 1  " 

Mr.  Brown 1  " 

Mr.  Fessenden 1  ** 

Mr.  Caa« 1  " 

Mr.  Benjamin 1  ** 

Mr.  Sumner , 1  " 

Mr.  Jamei 1  " 

Blank 1  « 

The  PRESIDENT.  Mr.  DoucLAt,  Mr.  Sli- 
DELL,  Mr.  Clayton,  Mr.  Weller,  and  Mr. 
Fish,  having  received  the  greatest  number  of 
votes  given,  are  elected  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  YULEE.  Before  proceeding  to  the  next 
ballot,  I  would  ask,  for  the  purpose  of  econo- 
mizing time,  whether  it  would  not  be  in  order  to 
move  to  dispense  with  the  rule  which  requires 
separate  ballots,  so  that  they  may  be  taken  alto- 
gether?   

Mr.  BUTLER.    They  have  refused  that. 

Mr.  YULEE.  Cannot  that  be  done  by  a  ma- 
jority of  the  body? 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  rule  can  only  be 
altered  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  *  To  alter  a  rule  requires  a 
day*s  notice. 

The  PRESIDENT.  A  day's  notice  is  re- 
quired. Does  the  Senator  from  Florida  submit 
a  motion  ? 

Mr.  YULEE.  I  submit  the  motion  that  the 
rule  be  suspended?  ^ 

The  PRESIDENT.  It  will  require  unanimous 
consent. 

Mr.  YULEE.  I  submit  the  motion  for  the 
purpose  of  economizing  time. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  hears  no  ob- 
jection. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Will  the  Chair  be  good 
enough  to  state  the  motion  ? 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from  Flor- 
ida asks  the  uiianimous  consent  of  the  Scmate  to 
proceed  to  the  election  of  the  committees  by  one 
ballot.    

Mr.  YULEE.  My  proposition  is  to  dispense 
with  as  much  of  the  rule  as  reauires  a  separate 
vote  for  the  chairman  and  the  other  members  of 
a  committee,  so  that  a  vote  may  be  taken  for  the 
whole  of  a  committee  at  once. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  hears  no  olyec- 
tion  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  guess  it  ¥rill  be  better  to  go  on, 
sir,  and  vote.  It  will  not  save  a  great  deal  of 
time.  g 

Mr.  YULEE.    It  would  save  half  the  time. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Senator  from 
New  Hampshire  object  to  the  motion  ? 

Mr.  HALE.    Yes,  sir. 

The  PRESIIJENT.  Senators  will  proceed  to 
ballot  for  chairman  of  (he  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  ballots  were  collected,  and  while  the  Pres- 
ident was  canvassing  them, 

Mr.  HAMLIN  rose  and  said :  I  suggest  for  the 
consideration  of  Senators  that,  while  the  Chair  is 
canvassing  tliese  votes,  we  may  proceed  to  vote 
for  the  tody  of  the  committee.  This  will  be 
equivedent  to  a  saving  of  about  one  half  the  time. 

The  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no  objection 
Senators  will  go  on  and  prepare  their  balJots  for 
the  residue  of  the  members  of  the  committee. 

The  canvassing  having  been  completed,  the 
President  announced  that— 

Mr.  Hunter  had  received 34  votes. 

Mr.Foot , , 5     " 

Mr.Scward 2     «< 

Mr.Crittenden , 1     « 

Mr.  Wade 1      «« 

Mr.  Sumner 1      " 

Mr.  HtJNTER  having  received  a  majority  of  all 
the  votes,  was,  declared  elected  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

For  the  members  of  the  Committee  on  Finance 
the  following  was  the  vote; 

Mr.  Toucey  received .SQ  votes. 

Mr.  Pearce 34     « 

Mr.  Stuart 39     « 

Mr.  Brodhead 39     « 

Mr.  Crittenden..,.. .33     M 


Mr.  Seward 9  voc<», 

Mr.  FeMfeaden«« 1      ^* 

Mr.  Hale 1      « 

Mr.  Wilson.... I      " 

Mr.Kuak 1      " 

The  PRESIDENT.  Mr.  Toucet,  Mr, 
Pkaace,  Mr.  Stuart,  Mr.  Brodhead,  and  Mr. 
Crittenden,  having  received  a  majority  of  all 
the  votes,  are  elected  members  o(  the  Conunitt^e 
on  Finance. 

For  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce: 

Mr.  Hamlin  received 29  votes. 

Mr.Seward 9      " 

Mr.  Feosenden , 1      ** 

Blank 1      " 

Mr.  Hamlin  having  received  a  majority  of  all 
the  votes  cast,  was  declared  elected  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

For  the  remaining  members  of  that  committee, 
the  vote  was: 

Mr.  Dodge  received 33  votes. 

Mr.Stuart. 38  « 

Mr.  Beward 34  « 

Mr.  Clay 33  « 

Mr.  Benjamin 36  ** 

Mr.  Butler 1  " 

Mr.Crinenden 1  « 

Mr.  Fessenden 1  ** 

Mr.  Poster 1  *« 

Mr.Qeyer 1  ** 

Mr.  Hale 1  « 

Mr.  Wilson * 1  « 

Mr.  Dodge,  Mr.  Stuart,  Mr.  Seward,  Mr. 
Clat,  and  Mr.  Brnjamin,  having  received  the 
greatest  number  of  votes  cast,  were  declared  to 
be  elected  members  of  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

For  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Manufac- 
tures: 

Mr.  Wright  received..... 30  votes. 

Mr.  FesHenden 1     ** 

Mr.  Sumner 1     « 

Mr.  WUson. 1      " 

The  PRESIDENT.  Mr.  Wright  having  re- 
ceived a  maj6rity  of  all  the  votes  cast,  is  elected 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

The  vot^  for  the  remaining  members  of  that 
committee  were  canvassed,  and  announced  as 
follows: 

Mr.  All<m  received 30  votes. 

Mr.  Harian , 09     " 

Mr.  WUson 27     " 

Mr.  TrurabuU 29     « 

Mr.  Biggs... 1     « 

Mr.  Evans 1     " 

Mr.  BAYARD.  It  does  not  appear  to  me  that 
there  is  a  quorum  voting.  It  taxes  thirty-two 
Senators  to  make  a  qiiorum. 

The  PRESIDENT.  There  is,  doubtleM,  a 
quorum  present.  Mr.  Allen,  Mr.  HarlajTv 
Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  Trumbull,  having  re- 
ceived a  majority  of  the  votes  cast,  are  elected 
members  of  the  Committee  on  ManufactureB, 

The  votes  for  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 

Agriculture  having  been  canvassed,  the  result 

was: 

Mr.  Allen  received 30  votes. 

Blank 1     «« 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  result  of  this  ballot- 
ing  does  not  show  a  quorum  of  Senators  voting; 
but  there  evidently  is  a  quorum  here.  ' 

Mr.  STUART.  There  is  certainly  a  quonun 
present.  If  the  pages  who  collect  the  ballots  will 
proceed  again,  they  can  obtain  the  votes  of  a 
quorum. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Senators  present  will 
nlease  vote 

Mr.  HUNTER.  The  difficulty  is  that  the  last 
vote  shows  no  quorum.  What  is  to  be  done  in 
that  case? 

The  PRESIDENT.  We  must  take  the  rote 
over  again. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  By  common  consent  we 
can  allow  those  to  vote  who  have  not  already 
done  so. 

Mr.  RUSK.  I  move  ifiat  Mr.  Allen  be  de- 
clared elected  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Agriculture.  That  can  be  done  by  unanimous 
consent. 

The  PRESIDEPrr.  The  Choir  will  consider 
the  ballot  as  not  closed,  and  Senators  who  have 
not  voted  can  have  an  oj>portunity  of  doing  so. 

Mr.  CASS.  What  objection  can  there  be  tc 
sending  the  boxes  round  for  the  votes  of  thoae 
Senators  who  have  not  voted } 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chafr  has  ordered 
.  ^at  to  be  done. 


IfiAft. 
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The  additional  votes  having  been  collected  and 
canvasaed,  the  result  was  aoneunced  to  be  as 
follows: 

Mr.  AII«n  reeelTed. 37  votes. 

Mr.Durkee 3     « 

Bir.  BeU,  of  TeaneNce 1     ** 

Mi.  Wide 1     " 

Blank 1     " 

Mr.  Allen  having  received  a  jnajority  of  the 
votes  cast,  was  elected  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Agriculture. 

The  vote  for  the  remaining  members  of  that 
committee  was,  for — 

Mr.  Hunter 33votei. 

BIr.Wade 89     " 

Mr.Tbomfion.  of  New  Jcn«y 33     " 

Mr.  Harlan 33     " 

Mr.Brown.. 1     ", 

Mr.  HuvTBR,  Mr.  Wade,  Mr.  Thomson  of  New 
Jersey,  and  Mr.  Harlan,  were  declared  elected 
members  of  the  Committee  on  Agriculture. 

For  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Military 

Afiairs: 

Mr.WtHeriecetved  33 votes. 

Mr.  Wilson 7      *« 

Mr.  BeU,  of  New  UaBpshire I      " 

Mr.  Wade 1      " 

Mr.  Weller  having  received  a  majority  of  all 
the  votes  cast,  was  declared  duly  electe4i  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  result  of  the  balloting  for  the  residue  of 

the   members  of   the  Committee   on   MiUtary 

Affairs  was  announced  as  follows : 

Mr.  Fhspstriek  received 33vot(^ 

Mr.  Mmten 3Q  *« 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee  33  " 

Mr.  Iversoa 33  ** 

Mr.  Pratt 39  *< 

Mr.  Benjamin 1  " 

Mr.Foeter 1  *< 

Mr.  Hate 1  " 

Mr.  Stuart I  ** 

Mr.  Wilson 1  « 

Blank 9  " 

Messrs.  Fitzpatricr,  Johnson,  Jones  of 
Tennessee,  Ivbrson,  and  Pratt,  were  declared 
elected  members  of  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

For  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Milir 
tia  * 

Mr.  Houston  received S9  votes. 

Mr.Hale 1      " 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Kentucky 1      " 

Mr.  Wilson 1      " 

Blank 5     " 

Mr.  Houston  having  received  a  majority  of 
the  votee  cast,  was  elec^  ebairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Militia. 

The  ballots  for  the  residue  of  the  members  of 
that  conunittee  having  been  canvassed,. were  an- 
nounced as  follows: 

Mr.  Dodge  received • 94votss. 

Mr.  Big^.r. 38     ^ 

Mr.  Tbompson,  of  Kentucky 33     ** 

Mr.  Bell,  af  New  Hampshire 35     ** 

Mr.Rarlan I     « 

Mr.Rttsk 1     *«• 

Blank 3     «• 

Messrs.  Dodge,  Biggs,  Tromfson  of  Ken- 
tucky* and  Brll  of  New  Hampshire,  were  de- 
clared elected  members  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Militia. 

The  ballots  for  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 

Naval  Aifairs  having  been  canvassed  i  the  result 

maa  annoanced  as  follows: 

Mr.  Mallory  received 33  votes. 

Mr.Fish 5     " 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Kentucky 2     «* 

Mr.Hale I     •* 

Blank 2     ** 

Mr.  Mallo«t  having  received  a  majority  of 
the  votes  cast,  was  declared  to  be  elected  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  After  the  remainder  of  the 
members  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aifairs  are 
^ected,  I  shall  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
Senate  to  vote  for  chairmen  and  members  of  the 
residue  of  the  committees  together.  My  motion 
M,as  to  the  other  committees,  to  vote  for  chairman 
and  members  together,  sons  to  save  as  much  time 
as  possible.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
Senate  for  thatpurpose. 

Mr.  PRATT.  We  might  as  well  also  elect  all 
the  committees  at  once. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  My  motion  applies  to  all  the 
eommittces  which  remain  after  electing  the  other 
members  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  PRESIDENT.  It  will  require  unanimous 
consent. 

Mr.  HALE.    I  do  not  wish  to  misttnder^and 


the  Senator  from  Delaware.  I  understood  his 
proposition  was  to  vote  for  all  tlie  members  of  a 
committee  at  one  baUot,\aud  not  for  all  the  com* 
mittecs  at  once. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  My  motion  is  to  vote  for  the 
chairman  and  all  the  members  of  a  committee  i^t 
a  single  ballot,  without  electing  the  chairman  and 
the  other  members  by  separate  ballots. 

Mr.  HALE.    I  have  no  objection  to  that. 

The  PRESIDENT.  There  being  no  objec- 
tion, that  course  will  be  pursued  as  to  the  resi- 
due of  the  committees. 

The  vote  for  members  of  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs  was  announced  as  follows: 

'Mr.  Tliomson,  of  New  Jen»ey,  received 33  votes. 

Mr.Fish 34  «« 

Mr.  Slidell 33  " 

Mr.James 33  «* 

Mr.  Bel),  of  Tennessee 34  ** 

Mr.Coss 1  « 

Blank 4  «« 

Messrs.  Thomson  of  New  Jersey,  Fish,  Sli- 
OECL,  James,  and  Bill  of  Tennessee,  were  de- 
clared to  be  elected  members  of  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs. 

In  accordance  with  the  order  adopted  on  Mr. 
BATAao's  motion,  «ach  of  the  remaining  com- 
mittees was  voted  for  by  one  ballot,  the  Senator 
intended  to  be  chairman  being  so  designated  in 
the  ballots. 

The  vote  for  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 

was  canvassed,  and  -announced  as  follows: 

Mr.  Stuart  (chairman)  received.. 32  votes. 

Mr.  Johutfon , 33  " 

^Mr.  Foot 3a  " 

Mr.  Clayton 3Q  '• 

Mr.  Pufh :39  « 

Mr.  Mollory, 38  •• 

Blank 7  " 

The  committee,  therefore,  consists  of  Mr. 
Stuart,  chairman,  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  F<»ot,  Mr. 
Clayton,  Mr.  Puoh,  and  Mr.  Mallort. 

The  balloting  for  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims  resulted  in  the  election  of  Mr  Ben- 
jamin, chairman,  Mr.  Bioos,  Mr.  Thompson  of 
Kentucky,  Mr.  Foster,  each  of  whom  received 
thirty-four  votes,  and  Mr.  Wilson,  who  received 
thirty-two  votes.    There  were  ei^ht  blank  votes. 

The  balloting  for  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs  resulted  in  the  election  of  Mr.  Sebastian, 
chairman,  Mr.  Rusk,  Mr.  Toombs,  Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  RjciD,  and  Mr.  Bcll  of  Tennessee,  for  each 
of  whom  there  were  thirty-four  votes.  Six  blank 
ballots  wore  cast. 

Mr.  TOUCEY.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  Senate,  now,  to  have  the  residue  of  the 
committees  chosen  by  a  single  ballot. 

The  PRESIDENT.,  It  requires  unanimous 
consent. 

Mr.  HALE.  We  had  better  go  through  ac* 
cording  to  the  rule. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Objection  bein^  made, 
the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Cotmecticut  can* 
not  be  entertained. 

The  ballots  for  the  Committee  on  Claims  having 
been  canvassed,  the  result  was  announced  as  fol- 
lows : 

Mr.  Brodhead  (cbairman)  received 34  votes. 

Mr.Geyer , 34  «« 

Mr.  Ivcrson 34  «« 

Mr.  Ynlee 34  « 

Mr.  Wade 33  " 

Mr.  Fessenden 34  «* 

Blank 8  " 

So  Mr.  Brodhead,  chairman,  Mr.  Gctkr, 
Mr.  IvERSON,  Mr.  Yulek,  Mr.  Wade,  and  Mr. 
Fessenden,  constitute  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

The  balloting  for  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims  resulted  as  follows: 

Mr.  Evans  (cbaiiman)  received 33  votes. 

Mr.Rcid...\ 33     " 

Mr.Hide 27     " 

Mr.PoMer 31      <• 

Mr.Durkee 30      " 

Blank 12     " 

Mr.  Evans,  chairman,  Mr.  Rbid,  Mr.  Halc, 
Mr.  Foster,  and  Mr.  Durkbe,  constitute  the 
committee. 

For  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary — 

Mr.  Butler  (chftimnan)  received 83  votes. 

Mr.  Sumner  (chainnan) 3  '* 

Mr.Toueey 33  «* 

Mr.Baysrd 33  « 

Mr.Gejrer 33  " 

Mr.  Toombs. 33  " 

Mr.  Pu«h 33  « 

Mr.  Crittenden 1  " 

Mr.  Fessenden 1  '* 

Blank «  « 


The  committee  is  composed  of  Mr.  Butler, 
chairmaUyMr.  ToucET,  Mr.BATARD,Mr.  Getbr, 
Mr.  Toombs,  and  Mr.  Pugh. 

The  result  of  the  balloting  for  the  Committee 

on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  was  as  follows; 

Mr.  Runk  (chnirroau)  received. .33  votes. 

Mr.  Yulee 99  " 

Mr.  llnmUn 33  « 

Mr.  Adonis 33  « 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Iowa 33  << 

Mr.  CoUajner 36  «* 

Blank 7  « 

Mr.  Rusk,  chairman,  Mr.  Yulee,  Mr.  Ham- 
lin, Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Jones  of  Iowa,  and  Mr. 
CoLLAMER,  were  declared  to  be  elected. 

The  balloting  for  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  resulted  in  the  election  of  Mr.  Sli- 
dell, chairman,  Mr.  Wright,  Mr.  Jones  of 
Tennessee,  Mr.  Bigos,  Mr.  Bell  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  Mr.  Durree,  for  each  of  whom  thirty- 
three  votes  were  cast.  There  were  nine  blank 
ballots. 

For  the  Committee  on  Pensions  the  result  was 

as  follows: 

Mr.  Joiie«,  of  Iowa,  (chairman,)  received.... 34  votes. 

Mr.  Clay 34     " 

Mr.  Sumner 33     '* 

Mr.  Seward 33     " 

Mr.  Tliomson,  of  New  Jersey 34     " 

Blank 5     «• 

The  committee  is  therefore  composed  of  Mr. 
Jones  of  Iowa,  chairman,  Mr.  Clat,  Mr.  Sum- 
ner, Mr.  Seward,  and  Mr.  Thomson,  of  New 
Jersey. 

The  votes  for  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia  having  been  canvassed,  the  resii^lt  was 
announced  as  foUows: 

Mr.  Brown  (chairman)  received 33  votes. 

Mr.  Durkee  (chairman).... 1  '< 

Mr.  Pratt 33  " 

Mr.  Maflon 33  " 

Mr.AlIe^ 33  « 

Mr.Reld. 33  « 

Mr.  Bell,  ofTennejwee 1  " 

Mr.  Evans 1  ** 

Mr.  Ilarian 1  " 

Mr.  Trumbull I  ♦» 

Blank 9  " 

•  The  committee  consists  of  Mr.  Brow;; ,  chair- 
man, Mr.  Pratt,  Mr.  Mason,  Mr.  Allen,  and 
Mr.  Reid. 

The  balloting  for  the  Committee  on  Patents 
and  the  Patent  (Mce,  resulted  in  the  choice  of 
Mr.  James,  chairman,  Mr.  Evans,  Mr.  Stuart, 
Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Thompson  of  Kemucky,  and 
Mr.  Feisbndbn,  each  of  whom  xeceived  thirty- 
one  votes.    There  were  seven  blank  ballots. 

The  ballotii^  for  the  Committee  on  Retrench- 
ment and  Reform  resulted  as  foHows: 

Mr.  Adams  (chainnan)  received 32  vote's. 

Mr.  Clayton  (chairman) 1  " 

Mr.  Pitapatrick. 33  « 

Mr.Fish 33  «' 

Mr.  BijWiJ 33  « 

Mr.  Crittenden i 33  « 

Blank 3  " 

This  committee  therefore  consists  of  Mr. 
Adams,  lihttirman,  Mr.  Fitspatrick,  Mr.  Fish, 
Mr.  Biggs,  and  Mr.  Crittenden. 

For  the  Committee  on  Territories  the  result 
was  as  follows: 

•  Mr.  Douglas  (cbairman)  received 4 39  votes. 

Mr.  Dnrkee  (chairman)....-..... 4      " 

Mr.  Hate • I     " 

Mr.iones,  ofiowa 36      « 

Mr.CoUnracr 34     " 

Mr.  Bell,  of  Tennessee 35     " 

Mr.  Sebastian 35     « 

Mr.BSggs ....:«     « 

Mr.  CasB 4     « 

Mr.FOster 4     ** 

Mr.YuJee 4     « 

Mr.  Fesnadea «... 3     << 

Mr.Harlan 3     « 

Mr.  BeU,  of  New  Hampshire 9     " 

Mr.  Wade 1      " 

Blank 3     « 

The  PRESIDENT.  Mr.  Douglas  haying  re* 
ceived  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  as  chairmaix, 
I  declare  him  elected  as  such.  Messrs.  Jonbs 
of  Iowa,  CoLLAMBR,  Bbll  of  Tennessee,  Sbbab* 
WAN,  and  Biggs,  are  elected  members  of  the 
Committee  on  Territories. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  ask  the  unanimous  eonsent 
of  the  Senate  now  to  proceed  to  the  election  of  aH 
the  remaining  committees,  with  the  exception  of 
the  Commiuee  on  Printing,  which  was  exclude4 
by  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Michigan,  at 
one  ballot 

The  PRESIDENT.  Thp  Secretary  suggest^ 
that  that  would  not  lessen  the  labor. 
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Mr.  HAMLIN.  There  will  be  but  a  single  | 
collection  inatcai]  of  lialf  a  dozen  colleclions  uf 
votes.    Il  will  lessen  the  tabor  that  much. 

ThePRESlDENT.  But  all  ihc  voles  have  lo 
be  entered  on  the  Journal, and  the  SecreUuy  aug- 
gea\a  that  (he  mode  proposed  may  lead  to  great 

Mr.  CASS.  I  rise  to  suegest  Ihat  we  proceed 
to  choosr  the  remunder  of  the  commilleeB  viva 
voM.  I  do  not  tec  anypoBsible  objection  to  that. 
Wc  have  done  il  year  after  year  until  to-day.  I 
move,  therefore,  in  (ho  hope  that  il  will  be  unani- 
mously assented  to,  that  we  vole  tiva  voct  for  the 
residue  of  the  commitleca. 

Tlie  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  on  the 
motion  of  the  Senator  from  Michigan.    Il  requires 


Mr.  FOOT  and  others.    There  is  no  objecUon 
Thcrebcingno  objection,  (he  motion  waa  agreed 

Mr.  CASS.  I  now  move  Ihnl  the  following 
Senators  constitute  the  Commillec  on  Public 
Buildings:  Mr.  Bitaro,  chairman,  Mr.  Jahei, 
Mr.  HuMTER,  Mr.  TuouBOH  of  New  Jersey,  Mr. 
Pratt,  and  Mr.  Hale. 

There  being  no  objection,  Ihe  motion  was 
agreed  (o. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  propose  the  foUowing  gentle- 
men for  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills:  Mr. 
JoNBB  of  Iowa,  chairman,  and  Mr.  Schher. 

There  being  no  objection,  it  wns  ordered  that 
these  gcnilcmen  be  ihe  committee. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  propose  as  the  Committee  to 
Audit  and  Control  the  Contingent  EKpenses  of 
the  Senate,  Mr.  Etahs,  chairman,  Mr.  Wricrt, 
and  Mr.  Foot:  as  the  Committee  on  Engrossed 
Bills,  Mr.  FiTiFATRici,  chairman,  Mr.  Cou.a- 
MER,  and  Mr.  Wade. 

The  motion  waa  agreed  to. 

Mr.CASS.  FortheCommilWeontheLibrary, 
e  that  Mr.  Peahce  be  chairman,  and  I 
lie  Senate  will  eieuse  m<  "  ' 
the  way  of  modesty  and  nan 
member,  Mr.  Ca>i,  and  next  Aur.  oi 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOIJSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wedneidat,  December  13,  1655. 

The  Clerk  called  the  Hoase  to  order  at  twelve 

The  Journal  of  yeste  rd  ay  waa  read  and  approved . 

The  House  proceeded  to  vote  the  forty-aixlh 

timeforapeaker,with  the  following  result;  Wl 

number  of  votes  coat,  334;  neccMary  — 


FulliK.'zoUi'rAla'sr!! 
EmeraoD  Etbe.-ldffl  . . 


Warner  L.  Uaderwoad 

Williaai  A.  Lake 

Benjunin  F.  Ldtct 

So  Ihero  waa  no  choice. 

Thi-  rotlnwinir  »  thn  TntR  in  ilobiil- 


I,  Taylor, 
otan  V.  Wi 


VatI,  Wgmer,  Wilklni, 


1,  Wet 


VHfiil. 

fbrlfr.fUkr— MeMti.BliU.BrcKnl.Jolui  r.CimnlKU, 
,  Cullen,  HeniT  Winter  Di-     '■■-    ' 


I.  iJorri, 


1,  lloffll 


K«Daeu,I.lndley,Aleiand«>K.Msr>hiiJI,MillHard, 

Fonei,  E>Drynr,  Detuly,  Riciud,  Rivpn,  S<»u.  WUl 

amitfa,  SneeJ,  Snon,  Trippc,  Underwiml,  Vslk,  Wltil 
ni! y,  BDil  Zo^licolTer. 

Ht  xr.  Orr— Meun.  Bhorier  snd  WUUami. 

Far  Mr.  Zomaffer—Mi.  Lulu 

For  Ut.  EHurrOge—Mr.  Dunn 


F»r  Mr.  MooAaU-Mr.  ' 


The  Clerk  again  coUed  ihe  roll,  and  the  follow- 
ing was  the  result  of  the  forty-aeventh  vote: 
Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  233)  necessary  to  a 
choice,  112;  of  which — 


WiILiim  A.  Lite 

Geunc  W.  Peck 

Jqlin%VUIiB(IH    


Jobne 


nphreyf 

So  there  waa  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 
Fit  Mr.  Bnb— Maura.  AJbri^l.  Alli»ii,  Dlrbanr,  Henr 
lennell,  Benion,  BUlinfihunt,  Binftaun,  BMiop,  Bli« 
Indsbaw,  BieDHin,  Bufflnnon,  Budiniam*,  Jimn  U 
iHopbcll,  Lewis  D-Canptwll,  Cb^eejEzn Clark, CLiw 


_._,  L-ollhi,  Coir....,  _ 

GUben!  Onn|er,&row,  ^barllirHsIl,  Hulu,'  Hollawav, 
Tligmu  R.  iToncw,  Valcnlino  B.  Honon,  Hovud,  Hoita. 
■ion,  Kel<er,KLD|,Knapp,Knl|tiI,KnowltoD,Knoi,Kun- 
kel,  Leiier,  M*ce,  Hatlenin,  McOsny,  Meachim,  Killiin 
Miller,  Moifu,  Honill,  Hou,  Hunay,  NIcliali,  Norton, 
AndRW  (Hirer,  Parker,  Pesice,  Pelion,  Penninglon,  Pcrrr, 
Pntil,  Piko,Prin|le,  Purviuice,  Ritchie,  Uubbiu,  Bohciu, 
Bohifoo,  Sabin,  Saff  Bapp,  Sherman,  3iniini»n,  Spinner, 
MlBDloD,  fltrHnatiaii,Tappsn,TboniiiU)ii,  TtaoTMiiii,  Tndd, 
Tralton,  Tyion,  Wade,  Wokeman,  Walbridia,  Wuldran, 
CadwBloder  (J.  Wiubburne,  Ellihu  B.  Wailibunie,  luaci 
Wutabum,  WalHti,  Welch,  Wood,  WoDdniff,  (nd  Wood- 
ier' Mr.  Aic*anbim— Mean.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay, 
Bukldolr,  Bell,  lleory  S.  Benneit,  Bocoek,  Bowie,  Boyce, 
Blanch,  Brooke  Burnett,  Codwalodei,  CamUien,  CoAlc, 
Clinnman,  Itoivcll  Cnbb,  WilliamBOn  R.  W.  Cobb,  Cmifc, 
Ciswfonl,  DenTct,  Dnwdell,  EdmundKm,  Elllou,  EniUsb, 
Erini,  Faulkner,  Flonnce,  Thomu  J.  It.  FuLer,  t^oode, 
Oiee nwood,  Aucuuiu  Hall,  Honpson  W.  Hanli,  Tbomaa 
L.Hurii,  Herben,  Hickmnn,  Houston,  Jewcu,  Geotfe  W. 
Jone.,  J.  Klancy  JoneB,  Keiil,  Kelly,  Kidwell,  Leteher, 
LuBipkln,  BwDUrl  B.  Minball,  Huwell,  McMuIIId,  Hc- 
Queea,  Snitb  Miller,  UiUion,  MBrdreol  UUver,  Orr,  Peek, 
pnclpi<,FDweU,aiiitman,Bua)n,Bail,8aiididie,  Savaa*, 
Bciv.ird,  Samuel  A.  amltb,  William  Smith,  SieijieDi,  BlBir- 
ort,  lUbon,  Taylor, Vail,  Womer,  Watklna,  Wella,  Wins- 
low,  and  John  V.  Wiifht 

Ar  Mr.  FuUir—MeiaiM.  Ball,  Braom,  John  V.  Conp- 
bcU,  Carillc  Coi  CuUen,  Edie,  Eumla,  Fomcr,  J.  Honinn 
HarTiii,llsiTT«)n,Havpn.Hoinnan,Kennen,Lindley,Alei- 
anderK.Mar(hall,Mlllwanl,  Paine,  Porter,PuryB»r,Beady, 

"'-— *  "'—-», Scon, Wllht-  "    "---^    "---'    " 

rwood,  Valk, " 


rrippe.  Underwood,  Valk,  Whiuiey,  and 
At  Ur.  Or— McBir..  Shorter  and  Wi 
Far  Ml.  Lttfer— M< 


'ZoUiccdbf. 


FarM 


impbrey  H 


i^uli— Mi.  RicliardiDB. 

rtr  mr.  ITUiinv— Mr,  Wheeler, 

Far  Mr.  Uitiirjcaod—Mr.  Eiherldic. 

Far  Mr.  Harrtien—Mc.  Hcniy  U.^nller. 

fbr  Mr.  JfrntoU-Hi.  Wnlker. 

The  Clerk  called  the  roll  on  the  foHy-eirfith 
vole  forSpeaker,  with  the  fallowing  result:  Whole 
number  of  votes  cost,  223;  necessary  (oachoice, 
112;  of  which- 


el  P.  Bon 


WiUiu 

Henry  H.  FuUer 33 

Beujoniin  F-Leilnr. 

Jamci  I..  OiT. 

Aleuoder  O,  M.  Ponniagian... 


Ilnu^i 


S^v"liBnu .v.v. ;".'.;!;". '.1:1  !i'.!!;;i".ii;;  i 

So  there  won  do  choice. 
The  following  is  Ihe  vote  in  detail: 
Ar  Mr,   BnUi— Msan.    Albrljfat,  Allioon,  Barbosr, 


lleniy  Bunnell,  Brnun,  BUIlnBhunt.  Rlnibsm,  Biibap, 
Bli»,  Biwlshaw,  Bn^nton,  Rufflnnon,  BnrlmKHnr,  JubS 
il.  CanipbeU,  Lewi.  D,  Campbell,  thaff^,  Ki™  Claik, 
Clawun,  Collii,  Cnmlni,  Covods,  CiwlD ,  Cunback,  D*^ 
rell,  Timothy  Davio,  Day,  Dean,  Da  Wilt,  Dtck,  DickMn, 
Dodd,  DurfEe,BiDiie,  Floiler,  (Calloway,  Glddina,ailbeit, 
GnnRci,  Grow,  Robert  sTllall,  Uarloa,  Uollony.Vboaw 
B.  Honon,  ValenOne  B.  Botton,  Howoid,  Hiuhnon,  Kel- 
Hy,  King,  Knapp,  Knlcht,  KnowltoD,  Knoi,  KDoke). 
Leitei,  Mace,  Moiieun,  McCany,  Meoctaam,  KiUIib  Mil- 
ler, Mmnn,  Monill,  Matt,  Hurraf,  Nicholi,  Nonon,  An- 
drew Oliver,  Packer,  Feaiee,  Pelion,  Pennlniton,  Penv, 
Peiiil,  Pike,  Prinjie,  Purvianoe,  Riiehie,  BabMoi,  Boteni 
Bobiion,  Sabin,  Safe,  Bapp,  Sbmnan,  ttunmoni,  Bpuuci, 
Sianlon,  Suaaah>n,TappaB,Thoiiiijnon,Thiusiin,Tadd, 
Tranon,Ty«in,  WUe,  WsitenianrWatbridie,  Waldia, 
Codwilader  C.  Waahbume,  EUlbo  B.  Waibburoe,  luuf 
Wuhbum,  WatKHi,  Welr5h,WODd,Woodruff,and  Wood' 

For  Mr.  Aictffnbon— Mean.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay, 
Baikudole,  Bell,  Henry  B.  Bennett,  Bocoek,  Bowie,  Boycc, 

Clijifnian,  Howell  Cobb,  Willianuon  K.  tV,  Vobto,  Crai^ 

Evsiif°Faulkner,''FI«ence]TbaiwH  J.  b.  Fuller,Gaa^ 
Greenwood,  Aunului  Mall,  Bampaon  W.  flatcii,Thaiiiai 
L.  Utuia,  Heitert,  Mlcknuui,  Houaton,  Jcweit,  Geotn 
W.ionci,!.  GlailcyJanei,KeltI, Kelly,  Kidwell, Letcher, 
Lumpkin,  Samoei  S.  Monbtfl,  Moiwell,  McMnUln,  Me- 
aueen,  SnUlb  Miller,  Million,  MordecaK) liver  Orr,  pKk, 
Pttejpa,  Puwcll,  Quitman,  Ruffln,  Bu«,Sandicl«e,aiiis|[t, 
Sewatd,  Samuel  A.  Bmlib,  Wiiliaui  Smith,  Sipnhen),  Sieir- 
an,  Tolbon,  Taylor,  V.iil,  Womer,  Walkiui,  Wellii,  WiM- 
tow,  and  John  V.  Wright. 

Fir  Mr.  I\dkr—M''mn.  Boll,  Broom,  John  P.  Caau- 
bclt,  Carlile,  Coi,  Culten,  Bdie,  Eaatii,  Footer,  J.  MofiMa 
Hanii,  Harrison,  Hsven.  Hoffman,  Kennelt,  Lindley, 
Aleiander  K.  Manhall,  Hillwaid,  Pain*.  Poncr,  Punwar, 
Beady,  Bicaud,  Riven,  Scott,  William  R.  Hmlth,  Sneed, 
Swupe,  I'nppe,  Underwood,  Valk,  Wliiioej,  and  Zolll- 

FtrMr.  LtUer—Mtma.  Dunn  and  Moore. 
Fit  Mr.  Orr— Meini.  Shaner  and  Wiltioma. 
fW  Jfr.  faHwutsH-Mr.  Edwaido. 

Far  Mr.  Uniarvaai—Ur.  Eiheridte. 

Fbr  Mr.  HuTTinn— Mr.  Heuiy  M.  FoUer. 

Ftr  Mr.  ZoUutlftr-'MT.  Lake. 

Ptr  Mr.  Laki-^r.  Hnmptarey  Manhall. 

ArHr.  ^U«— Mr.  Richordnn. 

Far  Mr.  MtniaU—Mi.  Walker. 

For  Mr.  IVUUmu—tar.  Wheeler. 

The  Clerk  again  called  the  rotl,  and  the  follow- 
ing'waa  theresultof  thcforty-nin^Tote:  Whole 
number  of  votes  caat,224;  necesBory  to  a  choiee, 
113;  of  which— 

Nathaniel  P.  Bonki  i 


Williab 


k.Iticbardaon... 


So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  ihc  vote  in  detail: 

on,  DilUo^unt,  Drngbani 


Biiu,  BrodfihBW,  BrenLon,  Bufllt^moo,  Burluinme,  Jamca 
H.  (Wipbell,  Lcwia  n.  Campbell,  Chaliee,^j™  Clark, 

Claw*on,Collbi,Comina,Cavode,Cnnn,Cumliack,'' 

nU,  ISmaltay  Davia,  pay.  Dean,  De  WlIU  Dirk,  Dv 
Dodd^OiBfee,  Bmtle,  Milter^  Oallowajrj  aiddin|i^ 


1,  Cnnn,  Cumbock, ^ 

-,, , Demit,  Dirk,  Dklooo, 

, , ,-ni|ler,  Oallowajr,  ulddin|i,OnbeR, 

Onngcr,  Onw,  Robert  B.TlaH,  Harlan,  Holloway,*niouiu 


l,HwhH0D,K. „ 

>wnm,  &noi,  uukle,  Leiter, 
Usee,  Malteaaa,IireCaitr,  Henehara,  Killian  MUfer.  Mor- 
nn,  Morrin,  MoU,  Mumy,  Nlchdi,  Norton,  AndiewOI  1  ver, 
Parker,  Pearee,  Fellea,  PenalnfUn.  Perry,  PettM,  Pike, 
PfUifle,  Porvlaiice,  UMeliia,  Kobbua,  Hohena,  iM:moa, 
Sabin,  Bofe.Bapp,  Bhennan,  Simmont,  Spinner,  Staotoa, 
BlranahaQ.  Tannin,ThorinEIan,  Ttaunton,  Todd,  TraltaD, 
Tyun,  Wade,  Wakcman,  Wo]  bridge,  Waldron,  CadwMa- 
der  C.  WaahiniTDe,  EBihu  B.  Wariibnme,  Iwnel  Waab- 
bum,  Watton,  Welch,  Wood,  WoudnilT,  and  Wondwonh. 


cti,a««gc  W. 


Bmneh,  Broakif,  Bumcn,  Cadmlader,  CaraUicn,  Caakle, 

Clinjman,  Howf' "    "" "'  "'   "■-■  "-— 

Crawftlrd,  Dcnvcr,ifliw 
Evono,  nolfcner,  Florei 
(JreenWDOd,  Aiuuar—  " 
L.  Hairli,  Ueiben, 
Jonea,  J,  Olancy  J 
Lumpkit      " 


Kck,  Kelly,'  Kidwc 

, MllleriMillw»,llotderal6liver,  Orr,  Peek, 

Plielpa,  Powell,  OuiDBan,  Ruffln,  Rnal,  Bandldn,  Savafai 
Seward,  Sboner.Samnel  A.  Smith,  WJIlniaSmlUi,  Bte- 
ptaena,  BtewBit,  Talbott,  Taylor,  Vail,  Wamer,  Walkini, 
Well.,  WiBHlow,and  John  V.  Wr^i. 

fbr  Mr.  AiUgt^Meaini.  Ball,  Broom,  John  P.  Camp, 
bell,  Carlile,  Cei,  Cullen,  Hcoiv  Winter  DaviB,Kdie,Eu* 
di,  Fo(ler,J.Mnirl«n  lfarris,(IaTTiHin,  Haven,  Rofflnan, 
Keonotl,  Lindley,  Aleiander  K,.Marehall,Millwnrd,Pebie, 
Pnter,  Purycar,  Ready,  Rlcaed,  Bivers,  BcoiLWUbam  R. 
Smith, -Sneed,  Bwopo,T(lMH,  Undenrood,  Valk,  WUI- 
ner,  and  ZoUicnflbr. 

tir  Mr.  Leittr^Menn.  Dunn  and  Moon. 

For  Mr.  ZoWmjTcr— Mr.  Lake. 

Far  Mr.  Ftnnbvuin-Mr.  Bdwanla. 
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Fktr  Mr*  Harriion— Mr.  Henry  M.  Fuller, 
fbr  Mr.  Lake — Mr.  Humphrey  Marshall. 
For  Mr.  MiUton — Mr.  Riebardson. 
For  Mr,  WiUianu—Mr.  Wheeler. 
Fkfr  Mr.  Orr— Mr.  Williams. 
F^Mr.  ManhaU^Mr.  Walker. 

Mr.  ETHERIDGE,  (at  fifteen  minutes  of 
two  o'clock.)  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  On  that  motion  I  call  for 
tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Vail  and 
Watkins  were  appointed. 

The  House  was  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— «yes  63;  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  Clerk  then  proceeded  to  call  the  roll  on 
the  fiftieth  vote  for  Speaker,  with  the  following 
result:  Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  224;  neces- 
■ary  to  a  choice,  113;  of  which — 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks  received 105 

William  A.  Richardaoo 75 

Henry  M.FuUer 33 

Benjamin  F.  Leiter 9 

^Felix  K.ZoIlicoffer 

Alexander  C.  M.  Pennington 

Warner  L.  Underwood 

John  Scon  Hanisou 

William  A.Lake 

David  Barclay 

Humphrey  Marshall 

John  Williams - 

Jamef  L.  Orr 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  Banks— Memrs.  Albright,  AUison,  Barbour, 
Henry  Bennett,  Benaon,  Billinghunt,  Bingham,  Biabop, 
Bliaa,  Bra4$baw,  Brenton,  Buffington,  Burlingame,  James 
H.  Campbell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Chaffee,  Ezra  Clark, 
Clavson,  Col^x,  Comins,  Covode,  Crapin,  Cumback,  Dara- 
relLTimochy  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  De  Witt,  Dick,  Dickson, 
Dodd,  Durfee,  Emrie,  Flagler,  Galloway,  biddings,  Gilbert, 
flraii^r,Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan,  HoUoway,  lliomas 
R.  Hoftoo,Valentine  B.  Horton,  Howard,  Hudiston,  Kelsey, 
King,  Knapp,  Knight,  Knowlton,  Knox,  Kunkel,  Leiter, 
Mace.  Matteson,  BlcCarty,  Meacham,  KilUan  Miller,  Mor- 
gan, Morrill,  Mott,  Murray,  Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew  Oli- 
ver, Parker,*  Pearce,  Pelton,  Pennington,  Perry,  Pettit, 
Pike,  Pringle,  Purviance.  Ritchie,  Bobbins,  Roberts,  Robi- 
•on,  Sabin,  Sage,  Sapp,  Sherman,  Simmons.  Spinner,  Stan- 
ton, Stranaban,  Tanpim,  Thorington,  Tnurston,  Todd, 
Trafton,  Tyson,  Wade,  Wakeman,  Walbridge,  Waldron. 
Cadwalader  C.  Washbume,  Ellihu  B.  Washbume,  Israel 
Washburn,  Wataoo,  Welch,  Wood,  Woodruff,  and  Wood- 
worth. 

For  Mr.  AtcAonboA— Messrs.  ^ken,  Allen,  Barclay, 
Baricsdale,  Bell,  Henry  8.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce, 
Branch,  Brooks,  Burnett,  Cadwalader,  Caruthers,  Caakie, 
Clingman,  Howell  Cobb,  WilHamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Craige, 
Crawlbrd,  Denver,  Dowdell,  Edmundson,  Elliott,  English, 
£vans,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode, 
Greenwood,  Augustus  HaD,  Sampson  W.  Harris.  Thomas 
L.  Harris,  Herbert,  Hickman,  Houston,  Jewett,  George  W. 
Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Keitt,  Kelly,  Kidwell,  Letcher, 
Lumpkin,  Samuel  S.  Marriiall.  Maxwell.  McMullin,  Mc- 
Queen, Smith  Miller,  Millson,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr.  Peck, 
nielps,  Powell,  Uuitman,  Ruflin,  Rust,  Sandidgc,  Savage, 
Seward,  Shorter,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  Smith,  Ste- 
phens, Stewsit,  Talbott.  Taylor,  Vail,  Warner,  Watkins, 
Wells,  Win8low,and  John  V.  Wright. 

For  Mr.  FuUer—MesBTa.  Ball.  Broom,  John  P.  Campbell, 
CarlUe,  Cox,  Cullcn,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Edie,  Eustis, 
Foster,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Harrison,  Haven,  Hoffman, 
Kennett,Lindley,  Alexander  K.  Marehall,Millward,  Paine, 
Porter,  Puiysar,  Ready.  Ricaud,  Rivers,  Scott,  William  R. 
Bmitb,  Sneed,  Swope,  Trippe,  Underwood,  Valk,  Whitney, 
and  Zoilicoffer. 

For  Mr.  Leiter — Messrs.  Dunn  and  Moore. 

Jbr  Mr.  ZoOxcoffer—Mv.  Lake. 

For  Mr.  PemungUtn-'Mr.  Edwards. 

For  Mr.  Underwood—Mr.  Etberklge. 

J^br  Mr.  Harrison — Mr  Henry  M.  Fuller. 

F&r  Mr.  Lake— Mr.  Humi^ircy  Marstmll. 

For  Mr.  Barclav— Mr.  Richardson. 

FOr  Mr.  MarthaU— Mr.  Walker. 

For  Mr.  If^ittiams— Mr.  Wheeler. 

For  Mr.  Orr—Mr.  WDliams. 

Mr.  SAGE,  (at  half  past  two.)  I  move  that 
the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Tellers  were  demanded  and  ordered;  and 
Messrs.  Norton  and  Vail  were  appointed. 

The  House  was  divided;  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  111;  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  motion  was  carried,  and 

The  House  thereupon  adjourned  till  to-morrow 
at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 


IN  SENATE. 
Thttrsdat,  December  13, 1855. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Henry  C.  Dean. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

CREDENTIALS. 
Mr.  BUTLER  presented  the  credentials  of 
Hon.  Thomas  J.  Rusk,  chosen  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Texas  a  Senator  from  that  State  for  the  I 


term  of  six  years  from  the  4th  of  March,  1857; 
which  were  read  and  ordered  to  be  filed* 
PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  PEIARCE  presented  the  petition  of  Franck 
Taylor,  of  Washington  city,  praying  the  return 
of  duties  on  articles  imported  by  him  for  the  use 
of  the  United  States,  which  were  exempt  from 
duty  under  the  act  of  26th  of  January,  1849;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  the  special  agents  of  the 
State  of  Maryland,  praying  that  the  State  may 
be  reimbursed  for  advances  made  by  her  to  the 
United  States  in  1792  and  1793;  wnich  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  GEYER  presented  the  memorial  of  Charles 
Lucas,  legal  repcesentative  of  Joseph  W.  Thomp- 
son and  others,  praying  that  their  title  under  the 
location  of  a  certain  New  Madrid  certificate  may 
be  confirmed  in  part,  with  the  privilege  of  enter- 
ing the  residue  at  (1  25  per  acre;  wmeh  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Private  Laiid  Claims. 

Mr.  SUMNER  presented  the  petition  of  New- 
ton South  worth,  praying  for  a  donation  for  land; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims. 

Mr.  FOOT  presented  the  petition  of  Stephen 
Tuthill,  prayine  for  remuneration  for  losses  sus- 
tained by  his  father,  John  Tuthill,  during  the 
revolutionary  war;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  citizens  of  Ferrisburg, 
in  the  State  of  Vermont,  praying  for  a  reduction 
of  the  rates  of  ocean  postage;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

Mr.  FOOT.  I  also  present  the  memorial  of 
Zadock  Thompson,  of  Burlington,  Vermont,  set- 
ting forth  that  he  was  employed  by  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Census  Bureau  to  write  out  a  his- 
torical sketch  of  the  State  as  introductory  to  the 
census  returns,  with  promised  assurance  of  com- 
pensation for  such  service.  In  pursuance  of  that 
request,  he  prepared  a  historical  sketch  of  the 
State,  the  sketch  forthe  State  of  Maryland  having 
been  furnished  him  by  the  Census  Bureau  as  a 
sample.  His  time  was  occupied  in  this  for  about 
the  space  of  two  months.  The  manuscript  was 
sent  on,  the  receipt  of  which  was  acknowledged. 
Congress  afterwards,  however,  decided  that  these 
historical  sk^ches  should  not  be  published  with 
the  census  returns.  On  application  then  to  Mr. 
De  Bow,  the  successor  of  Mr.  Kennedy,  who  had 
made  this  requestof  Mr.  Thompson,  for  remuner- 
ation for  his  services  in  pursuance  of  the  promise 
that  had  been  given  him,  he  was  informed  by  that 
officer  that  he  had  no  authority  to  make  such 
compensation,  admitting,  at  the  same  time,  how- 
ever, the  claim  to  be  a  just  and  ej^uitable  one  on 
the  Government.  I  move  that  this  memorial  and 
accompanying  papers,  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  presented  the  petition 
of  Mr.  Anderson,  praying  remuneration  for  losses 
sustained  in  consequence  of  the  death  of  his 
brother  by  disease  contracted  in  the  military  ser- 
vice during  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Captain  L.  C.  Hunt,  of 
the  Fourth  Infhntry,  in  regard  to  losses  incurred 
by  the  burning  of  the  steamship  City  of  Pitts- 
burg; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Iowa,  praying 
for  the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  firom  Vinton 
to  Albion,  in  that  State;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Also,  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Fort  Dod^,  Iowa,  held  for  the  purpose 
of  expressing  their  opinion  in  regard  to  the  Du- 
buque and  Pacific  railroad;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  presented  the  petition  of  certain 
keepers  of  light-houses  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  for 
an  increase  of  compensation;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  I  present  the  petition  of  Na- 
than Scholfield,  of  Norwich,  Connecticut,  ask- 
ing for  a  renewal  of  his  patent  for  a  machine, 
caSed  a  "governor"  or  "regulator,"  invented 
for  the  purpose  of  regulating  me  motion  of  water 
wheels.    The  petitioner  has.  already  had  one 


patent,  and  asks,  for  reasons  stated  in  his  petition, 
that  his  patent  may  be  renewed.     I  move  that  the 
petition  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents 
and  the  Patent  Office. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  IVERSON  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Burkhalter,  a  soldier  during  the  revolutionary 
war,  praying  for  a  pension;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

CLAIMS  OP  REVOLUTIONARY  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  Mr.  President,  I  present 
tlie  memorial  of  the  heirs  of  certain  officers  of 
the  Massachusetts  line  of  the  Continental  army, 
in  which  they  set  forth,  in  substance,  as  follows: 
In  1779  and  1780,  these  officers  having  served  for 
a  long  period,  being  distressed  in  their  pecuniary 
circumstances,  and  no  provision  having  been 
made  for  themselves  and  their  families,  were 
about  to  retire  from  the  service.  It  was  appre- 
hended that  a  dissolution  of  the  army  would 
ensue,  and,  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  General 
Washington,  resolutions  were  passed  by  Con- 
gress providing  that  all  those  officers  who  served 
till  the  close  of  the  war,  should  receive  half  pay 
for  life.  Relying  on  the  plighted  faith  of  the 
Government,  they  continued  in  service  till  the 
close  of  the  war.  Afler  this  service  had  been 
rendered,  when  the  battle  had  been  fought  and 
won,  the  Continental  Congress  undertook  to 
modify  this  plighted  faith  of  the  nation  by  pro- 
viding a  commutation  of  five  years'  fUll  pay  in 
Ueu  of  half  pay  for  life.  Certificates  were  issued 
for  this  commutation  pay;  but  from  the  condition 
of  the  country  and  the  circumstances  of  the  offi- 
cers, whose  necessities  constrained  them  to  re- 
ceive these  certificates,  they  were  sold  by  the 
holders  at  a  great  sacrifice  upon  their  nominal 
value.  The  heirs  of  these  officers  now  pray  that 
Congress  will  redeem  this  pliojhted  faith  of  the 
nation,  and  that  they  may  receive  the  compensa- 
tion which  was  thus  accorded  to  them  by  the  res- 
olutions of  the  Continental  Congress  in  1779  and 
1780.  I  move  that  the  memonal  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  have  received  and  desire 
to  lay  before  the  Senate,  a  memorial  from  the  heirs 
of  officers  of  the  Pennsylvania  line,  similar  to  the 
one  presented  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont, [Mr.  CoLLAMsa.]  It  sets  forth  in  substance 
what  he  has  so  well  stated  to  the  Senate,  and  I 
concur  with  him  in  expressing  the  hope  that  these 
memorials  will  be  early  considered  and  favorably 
acted  upon. 

The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Claims.  ^ 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  I  have  been  requested 
to  present  the  petition  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  A.  R. 
Linn,  widow  of  Dr.  Linn,  late  a  distinguished 
member  of  this  body,  praying  for  commutation 
and  interest  for  the  revolutionary  services  of 
Colonel  William  Linn;  which  I  ask  may  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

It  was  so  referred. 

NAVAL  RETIRING  BOARD. 

Mr.  FISH.  Mr.  Pr^ident, lam  charged  with 
the  presentation  of  several  petitions  complaining 
of  tne  action  of  the  Board  constituted  under  the 
act  of  the  last  Congress,  to  promote  the  efficiency 
of  the  Navy.  My  own  opinion  has  been  that 
they  shoula  properly  be  presented  and  referred  in 
executive  session ;  but  I  hold  in  my  hand  one  from 
Lieutenant  John  J.  Glasson,  which  is  addressed 
to  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  a  similar  one 
is  to  be  presented  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives when  that  body  shall  be  organized.  He  is 
anxious  that  it  should  be  presented  at  once,  and, 
in  compliance  with  his  reouest,  I  now  present  his 
petition,  complaining  of  tne  action  of  the  Board, 
and  asking  to  be  restored  to  the  Navy.  I  move 
its  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PEARCE,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  memorial  and  papers  of  William  D. 
Merrick  and  Benjamin  C.  Howard,  special  agenti  of  the 
State  of  Maryland,  asking  for  the  passage  of  a  bill  to  ex|riain 
and  correct  the  erroneous  constmction  of  a  law  of  Congress, 
approved  13tb  May,  1896,  entitled  *'  An  act  authorizing  tlie 
payment  of  interest  due  the  State  of  Maryland,''  be  taken 
from  the  files  of  the  Senate  and  refttred  to  the  Committee 
on  Fioaoee. 
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POST  ROOTE  BID. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  IVERSON,  it  was 
Reiolvedf  That  the  Commiltae  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Poet  RoadB  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
reporting  n  Joint  retoluticm  correcting  the  error  alleged  to 
eiiet  in  the  bid  of  the  contractor!  on  route,  No  6303. 

NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  caye  notice  of  his  inten- 
tion to  ask  leave  to  introdace  the  following  bills: 

A  bill  to  extend  the  western  boundary  line  of 
the  Statfe  of  Iowa  to  the  Missouri  river;  and 

A  bill  to  continue  the  improvement  of  the  Des 
Moines  and  the  Rock  river  rapids,  in  the  Upper 
Mississippi. 

Mr.  SLIDELL  fave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  making  grants  of 
land  to  the  ^tate  of  Louisiana,  to*  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  certain  railroads  in  that  State. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  improvement 
of  the  harbor  of  Newark,  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  STUART  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  the  following  bills: 

A  bill  for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at 
Grand  river,  on  Lake  Michigan; 

A  bill  for  completing  the  harbor  at  Black  Lake, 
on  Lake  Michigan; 

A  bill  for  improving  the  harbor  at  Kalamasoo 
river,  on  Lake  Michigan; 

A  bill  for  improving  the  harbor  at  South  Black 
river,  on  Lake  Michigan; 

A  bill  for  completing  the  harbor  at  St.  Joseph, 
on  Lake  Michigan; 

A  bill  for  completing  the  harbor  at  New  Buf- 
falo, on  Lake  Michigan;  and 

A  bill  for  improving  certain  harbors  on  Lake 
Superior. 

ARRANGEMENT  OF  MEMBERS  OF  COMMIT- 
TEES. 
Mr.  CASS.  Mr.  President,  I  am  requested  to 
bring  before  the  Senate  the  consideration  of  the 
arrangement  of  the  members  of  conunittees.  It 
was  the  intention  of  a  majority  of  the  Senate  that 
the  members  should  be  arranged  on  the  commit- 
tees according  to  the  order  in  which  their  names 
stood  on  much  the  larger  proportion  of  the  ballots. 
The  list  of  names  thus  arranged  is  already  in  the 
Secretary 's  office.  It  has  been  the  practice  of  the 
Senate  heret<^ore  to  control  this  matter.  I  hold 
in  my  hand  the  Journal  of  one  year,  where  I  find 
this  entry: 

**  On  motion  of  Mr.  Sbvtck,  and  hf  onaninHMia  conffent. 
**  Ordered,  That  the  members  ofcommitteea  be  arranged 
as  follows:*' — 

And  then  it  proceeds  to  name  all  the  members 
of  eommittees.  I  trust  the  Senate  will  now  come 
to  a  resolution  directing  the  Secretary  to  arrange 
the  members  of  committees  agreeably  to  the  report 
in  his  office.  That  report  contains  the  names  of 
the  members  in  precisely  the  position  which  they 
occupied  in  the  prepared  ballots. 

The  PRESIDENT.  It  has  been  the  practice 
heretofore,  according  to  the  examinations  made 
by  the  Secretary,  to  give  to  the  members  of  a 
committee  places  next  after  the  chairman  accord- 
ing to  the  number  of  votes  received.  When  the 
Secretary  applied  to  the  Chair  yesterday  evening 
to  determine  the  point,  he  stated  that  it  would  be 
better  for  him  to  follow  the  practice  of  the  Senate. 
Id  doing  that,  it  appears  he  has  changed  the 
programme  as  presented  by  the  Senator  from 
Michigan  yesterday.  Of  course,  it  is  a  matter 
which  is  under  the  control  of  the  Senate.  Any 
order  they  make  will  be  conformed  to  by  the 

Secretary- 
Mr.  CASS.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  list, 
as  put  on  the  Journal  by  the  Secretary,  deranges 
the  position  of  old  members  of  committees,  and, 
without  reason,  puts  new  members  above  them, 
which  has  an  appearance  not  very  agreeable  to 
them,  and  may  be  misapprehended  by  those  who 
do  not  understand  the  cause  of  it. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  What  is  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator's suggestion  for  a  remedy  ? 

Mr.  CASS.  To  arrange  tne  members  of  com- 
mittees as  they  stand  in  the  report  in  the  Secre- 
tary *s  office,  which  is  precisely  as  they  stood  on 
the  ballots  put  in  by  the  majority. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  have  nothing  to  say  in 
relation  to  it.  To  me,  it  seems  to  be  a  very  small 
matter.  I  do  not  know  how  the  Senate  can  take 
notice  of  the  form  of  a  part  of  the  ballots  tliat 
were  given,  and  reject  the  others.    It  is  entirely 


immaterial  to  me;  but  I  would  suggest  to  the 
honorable  Senator,  whether  the  better  remedy 
would  not  be  to  allow  the  committees  themselves 
to  make  the  arrangement  when  they  meet.  They 
undoubtedly  will  all  assent  to  that  course  which 
is  proper.  For  myself,  I  am  quite  desirous  to 
take  the  place  which  may  be  assigned  to  me  by 
my  colleagues  on  the  conunittees  on  which  my 
name  stands. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  hope  the  usual  course  that  has 
been  pursued  heretotore  will  be  pursued  now. 
I  suppose  that  the  honorable  Senator  from  Michi- 
gan m  making  this  move,  as  he  intimates,  to 
relieve  the  feelings  of  some  gentlemen,  must  have 
had  me  in  his  eye,  [laufhter,]  for  I  find  that  I 
am  put  at  the  tail  end  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings.  The  Chair  will  recollect  that  a  few 
years  ago  the  state  of  my  political  health  was 
such  that  I  was  not  fit  to  go  on  any  committee. 

Mr.  CASS,  (to  Mr.  Hale.)  You  have  im- 
proved since  then.    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  HALE.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  it  indicates 
progress;  it  shows  that  I  am  so  improved  that  I 
am  fit  to  be  at  the  tail  end  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings.  TLaughter.]  I  am  perfectly 
content,  and  I  hope  x  shsdl  be  allowed  to  remain 
there. 

Mr.  CASS.  The  committee  to  which  the 
honorable  Senator  alludes,  on  which  he  stands, 
was  one  of  those  not  balloted  for,  but  for  which 
I  proposed  a  list.  If  it  had  been  balloted  for,  I 
do  not  know  how  the  honorable  Senator  would 
have  stood  upon  it^— perhaps  at  the  head  of  the 
committee.  1  know,  sir,  tnis  is  not  a  very  im- 
portant lAatter;  but  the  world  is  made  up  of 
small  things,  and  I  know  that  some  gentlemen 
of  the  Senate  feel  aggrieved  at  the  posiuon  which 
they  have  been  made  to  occupy.  It  looks,  to 
their  constituents  at  home,  as  thotigh  they  had 
been  lowered  in  position  in  the  committees,  and 
others  put  above  them  who  ought  not  to  be.  As 
to  myself,  I  have,  of  course,  no  particular  inter- 
est in  the  matter. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Senator  from 
Michigan  make  any  motion  in  reference  to  this 
subject? 

Mr.  CASS.  Yes,  sir;  my  motion  is  that  mem- 
bers be  arranged  on  the  committees  ameably  to 
the  report  in  the  Secretary's  office.  The  Secre- 
tary knows  the  report  referred  to.  '  It  has  been 
sent  down  to  the  pnnter,  I  understand,  or  I  should 
have  it  here.  Tne  names  stand  there  precisely 
in  the  order  in  which  they  stood  on  our  ballots. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  on  the 
motion  of  the  Senator  from  Michigan. 

Mr.  WELLER.  Mr.  President,  there  have 
been  some  very  material  changes  made  from  the 
arrangements  agreed  to  by  tne  majority  of  the 
Senate.  For  instance,  Mr.  Mason  was  placed  at 
the  head  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations, 
and  Mr.  Douglas  has  uniformly  occupied  the 
next  position  on  that  committee,  and  has  conse- 
quently been  the  chairman  in  the  absence  of  Mr. 
Mason.  Now,  those  who  had  an  agency  in 
arranging  these  committees  desired  uat  Mr. 
DouoLAS  should  be  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee in  the  event  of  Mr.  Mason  not  being  able  to 
attend.  Instead  of  that,  however,  the  name  of 
Mr.  Clayton  is  placed  after  the  chairman.  He 
is  an  old  member  of  the  committee;  and  there  is 
none  better  qualified  for  the  position  of  chairman, 
it  is  true,  than  that  Senator;  but  a  majority  of 
tlie  Senate  desired  that  Mr.  Douglas  should 
occupy  the  precise  position  which  he  occupied 
duri  ng  the  last  Congress.  The  same  may  be  said 
of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs.  A  majority 
desired  that  Mr.  Mallort  should  be  chairman, 
and  that  Mr.  Thomson,  of  New  Jersey,  should 
occupy  the  next  position,  in  order  that  he  might 
be  chairman  if  Mr.  Mallout  were  absent.  By 
the  anrangement  the  Secretary  has  made,  Mr. 
Fish — a  very  competent  nutn,  of  course,  in  all 
respects,  for  that  position — would  be  the  chair- 
man in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Mallort;  but  such 
was  not  tlie  desire  of  those  who  voted  yesterday 
for  these  committees. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will  remark, 
that  the  change  made  by  the  Secretary  results 
from  the  fact  that  the  gentlemen  mentioned  re- 
ceived a,  higher  number  of  votes  than  any  other 
members  named  on  the  committee;  and,  accord- 
ing to  the  practice  of  the  Senate  hitherto,  the  gen- 
tleman receiving  the  highest  number  of  votes  has 
been  assigned  a  place  next  the  chairman.    It  is 


in  the  power  of  the  Senate,  clearly,  to  change  the 
result.  A  majority  of  the  Senate  can  control  it, 
of  course. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  do  hope  we  may  come  to 
the  end  of  this  matter.  It  seems  to  me  not  to  be 
of  sufficient  importance  to  detain  us  lon^.  I  hope 
the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Michigan  will 
prevail  and  will  be  unanimously  adopted.  The 
majority  ou^ht  to  have  the  power,  as  they  have 
the  responsibility;  and  if  through  any  misap- 
prehension their  will  has  not  been  carried  out 
m  the  disposition  of  the  members  of  this  body 
on  the  committees,  I  think  there  ought  to  be  no 
objection  to  their  being  allowed  to  do  it  in  the 
way  which  will  be  the  easiest,  and  most  qtiiet 
ana  tranquil  and  satisfactory  to  themselves. 

Mr.  HALE.  Will  the  Senator  from  Michigan 
be  so  good  as  to  state  what  '*  report"  he  re&rs 
to  ?    What  is  the  report  ? 

Mr.  CASSf  (holding  up  a  writtes  doctunent.) 
There  it  is, 

Mr.  HALE.  That  does  not  tell  anything. 
Whose  report  is  it? 

Mr.  CA!SS.  Do  you  want  to  know  what  it  is. 
where  it  came  from,  and  all  about  it? 

Mr.  HALE.    Exactly. 

Mr.  CASS.  It  is  a  report  made  by  a  commit- 
tee of  Democratic  Senators  to  the  Democratic 
caucus.  As  it  was  not  varied  from,  it  was  leftin 
the  Secretary's  office  to  be  copied. 

Mr.  HALE.  Though  we  always  recognize 
such  things,  it  is  not  common  to  make  them  a 
part  of  the  records  of  the  Senate,  whether  they 
be  the  proceedings  of  a  Democratic  caucus  or  of 
any  other  caucus.  This  motion,  as  it  embodies 
that  '**  report,"  makes  it  part  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  Senate,  and  therefore  seems  to  me  to  be  a 
departure  from  the  usual  course. 

Mr.  CASS.    I  merely  wish  to  observe  that  I 

Propose  to  make  it  no  part  of  the  records  of  the 
enate.  I  mentioned  the  report  only  for  the  pur- 
pose of  identifying  it;  but  now  I  ta^e  all  tha- 
pack,  and  produce  a  paper  containing  the  names 
in  the  order  in  which  it  was  intended  they  should 
be  placed  on  the  committees.  My  motion  is 
that  the  names  be  arranged  as  they  stand  on  this 
paper  which  I  send  to  the  Chair.  That  will  ob- 
viate the  difficulty. 

Mr.  HALE.  All  I  want  is  that  it  shall  appeal 
on  record  that  this  thing  was  arranged  by  a 
Democratic  caucus,  that  the  committees  wera 
fixed  there,  and  now  the  motion  is  that  we  regis- 
ter the  decrees  of  the  caucus. 

Mr.  CASS  and  Mr.  WELLER.  That  is  it, 
exactly.    [Laughter.] 

The  motion  was  agreed  to.  The  proper  ar- 
rangement of  the  committees  is  therefore  as 
follows: 

On  Foreign  Relof urns— Messrs.  Mason,  (chair- 
man,) Douglas,  Slidell,  Clayton,  Weller»  and 
Rsh. 

On  Finance — ^Messrs.  Hunter,  (chairman,) 
Toucey,  Pearce,  Stuart,  Brodhead,  and  Critten- 
den. 

On  Cowmuree — Messrs.  Hamlin,  (chairman,) 
Dodge,  Stuart,  Seward,  Clay,  and  Benjamin. 

On  J^Jantufactures — ^Rlcssrs.  Wright,  (chair- 
man,) Allen,  Harian,  Wilson,  and  IrumbuU. 

On  Agriculture — ^Messrs.  Allen,  (chairman,) 
Hunter,  Wade,  Thomson  of  New  Jersey,  and 
Harlan. 

On  Military  w^^airt— Messrs.  Wcller,  (chair- 
man,) Fitzpatrick,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Tennes- 
see. Iverson,  and  Pratt. 

On  the  J\IUitia — ^Messrs.  Houston,  (chairman,) 
Dodge,  Bi^gs,  Thompson  of  Kentucky,  and  BeQ 
of  l¥ew  HMnpshire. 

On  ^aval  ^mrs^-Mcssn.  Mallorv,  (chair- 
man,) Thomson  of  New  Jersey,  Fisn,  Slidell, 
James,  and  Bell  of  Tennessee. 

On  Public  Lands — Messrs.  Stuart,  (chairman,) 
Johnson,  Foot,  Clayton,  Pugh,  and  Mallory. 

On  Private  Land  Clmms — Messrs.  Benjamin 
(chairman,^  Biggs,   Thompson    of  Kentucky, 
Foster,  and  Wilson. 

On  Indian  •^oirs— Messrs.  Sebastian,  f chair- 
man,) Rusk,  Toombs,  Brown,  Reid,  and  Bell, 
of  Tennessee. 

On  Claim$ — Messrs.  Brodhead,  (chairman,) 
Gever,  Iverson,  Yulee,  Wade,  and  Fessenden. 

On  Refl>oluti9naru  C/otm*— Messrs.  Evans, 
(chairman,)  Reid,  Hale,  Foster,  and  Durkee. 

On  the  Judiciary — Messrs.  Butler,  (chairman^) 
Toucey,  Bayard,  Gcyer,  Toombs,  and  Pugh. 
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On  the  P&ai  Office  and  Post  Road^—Meaera .  Rusk , 
(chairman,)  Yulee,  Hamlin,  Adams,  Jones  of 
Iowa,  and  Collamer. 

On  Roads  and  CaTfoZs— Messrs.  Slidell,  (chair- 
man,) Wright,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Biggs,  Bell 
of  New  Hampshire,  and  Durkee. 

On  Pensions — Messrs.  Jones,  of  Iowa,  (chair- 
man,) Clay,  Sumner,  Seward,  and  Thomson  of 
JNew  Jersey. 

On  the  District  qf  Columhia — Messrs.  Brown, 
(chairman,)  Pratt,  Mason,  Allen,  and  Reid. 

On  PatenUandthe  Patent  Office — Messrs.  James, 
(chftirman,)  flvans,  Stuart,  Brown,  Thompson 
of  Kentucky,  and  Fcssenden. 

OnRetrendiment — Messrs.  Adams,  (chadrman,) 
Fitzpatrick,  Fish,  Biggs,  and  Crittenden. 

On  Territories — Messrs.  Douglas,  (chairmsm,) 
Jones  of  Iowa,  Collamer,  Bell  of  Tennessee,  Se- 
oastian,  and  Biggs. 

To  Audit  and  Control  the  Contingent  Expenses  <jf 
ike  Senate — ^Messrs.  Evans,  (chairman,)  Wright, 
and  Foot* 

On  Public  Buildings — Messrs.  Bayard,  (chair- 
man,) James,  Hunter,  Thomson  of  rfew  Jersey, 
Pratt,  and  Hale. 

On  Engrossed  BUls — ^Messrs.  Rtzpatrick,  (chair- 
man,) Oollamer,  and  Wade. 

On  Enrolled  Bills — Messrs.  Jones  of  Iowa, 
(chairman,)  and  Sumner. 

On  the  tihrary — Messrs.  Pearce,  (chairman,) 
Cass,  and  Bayard. 

CLERKS  TO  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  JONEiS,  of  Iowa.    I  offer  the  following 

resolution,  and  ask  for  its  consideration  now : 

SU»olv0d,  That  such  committees  as  were  authonzed  to 
appoint  clerlu  at  the  last  session,  be  autborized  to  appoint 
clerka,  until  otherwise  ordered. 

By  unanimous  consent  the  Senate  proceeded  to 
consider  the  resolution. 

Mr.  ADAMS.    I  offer  an  amendment  to  the 

xi^solution,  as  a  proviso : 

ProvUedj,  No  person  sball  be  appointed  who  bolds  office 
UfMler  the  Genera]  Government. 

The  object  of  this  proviso  is  to  prevent  any  one 
person  holding  two  offices. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.  There  is  already  a  law 
which  regulates  that  matter,  and  such  an  amend- 
ment is  altogether  unnecessary.  By  the  law  of 
the  land  no  person  fian  hold  two  offices  under  the 
G«neral  Government  at  the  same  time. 

Mr.  ADAMS.    The  proviso  can  do  no  harm. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  hope  that  amendment  will 
not  be  adopted.  It  refers  to  one  of  those  mat- 
ters with  which,  f  think,  the  committees  of 
the  Senate  may  be  trusted.  I  know  that  in  one 
instance,  at  least,  the  clerk  of  one  of  our  commit- 
tees is  a  gentleman  who,  when  not  discharging 
the  duties  of  that  position,  holds  a  place  in  one 
of  the  Departments  as  a  clerk,  and  whose  services 
it  would  be  very  difficult  to  dispense  with,  as  the 
Senator  from  Maryland,  now  in  my  eye,  [Mr. 
Pearce,]  can  testify;  and  the  interests  of  the 
whole  country  are  benefited  by  this  arrangement. 
There  is  a  substitute  acting  for  him  in  the  Depart- 
ment, while  he  is  performing  the  duties  of  a  clerk 
to  one  of  the  committees  of  this  body. 
.  Now,  sir,  by  this  amendment  there  is  no  policy 
to  be  established  which  will  aid  the  interests  of 
the  country  in  any  point  of  view.  I  do  think 
that  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  might  be  left 
at  liberty  to  select  the  clerks  of  their  committees 
from  anybody  in  the  United  States,  and  I  hope 
therefore  that  the  amendment  will  not  be  adopted. 

What  I  have  said  of  the  committee  to  which 
I  have  alluded  is  true  of  one  or  two  other  com- 
mittees of  this  body.  It  is  true  also  in  the 
other  House.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  of  that  House,  as  well  as  the  Committee 
on  Finance  of  the  Senate,  have  a  clerk  who,  from 
the  nature  of  his  education  and  his  position  m 
the  Departments,  is  highly  valuable,  and  whose 
services  are  almost  indispensable  in  furnishing 
readily  and  promptly  to  both  Houses  of  Congress 
the  information  necessary  for  them  to  act  upon. 
What  benefit  to  the  country  will  it  be,  sir,  to 
have  the  amendment  adopted?  I  certainly  can 
see  none;  I  can  see  that  in  the  business  of  the 
Senate  very  serious  injury  would  grow  out  of  it. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  Mr.  President,  I  do  not  know 
what  the  purpose  of  the  amendment  is.  I  do 
not  know  that  there  has  been  any  abuse  of  the 
power  of  appointing  an  officer  wno  holds  some 
other  place  under  the  Grovernment.  I  do  know 
ihaU  in  the  Senate,  there  has  been  one  case,  in 


which  a  gentleman  appointed  as  clerk  to  one  of 
the  comnuttees  of  this  body,  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  was,  after  he  had  been  the  clerk  of  that 
committee  for  some  time,  appointed  to  a  clerk- 
ship in  one  of  the  Departments.  The  committee 
found  themselves  very  unwilling  to  dispense  with 
his  services,  lon^'  experience  having  given  him 
facility  in  arranging  some  of  the  busmess  of  that 
committee,  which,  at  certain  periods  of  the  year 
is  exceedingly  pressing,  and  requires  somebody 
of  great  experience  to  assist  the  conmiittee.  We 
made  an  arrangement,  by  which,  while  he  con^ 
tinned  to  hold  the  clerkship  which  he  had  ob- 
tained, he  could  yet  act  as  clerk  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  a  substitute  being  found  who  per- 
formed his  duties  in  the  Department  during  that 
time.  That  is  the  only  case  in  the  Senate  of 
which  I  am  aware,  and  I  am  sure  that  is  not  an 
abuse.  He  does  not  get  the  pay  of  two  offices. 
The  law  does  not  prevent  an  maividual  holding 
two  offices.  That  question  was  recently  sub- 
mitted to  a  judicial  tribunal,  and  it  has  been  de- 
cided, in  Baltimore,  by  the  Chief  Justice  of  the 
United  States,  that  a  person  cannot,  by  law,  re- 
ceive the  emoluments  of  two  offices,  but  he  may 
exercise  the  functions  of  both.  Such  is  the  law. 
There  is  really  no  abuse  in  regard  to  this  matter 
in  the  Senate,  and,  therefore,  I  do  not  see  the 
necessity  of  the  amendment.  It  would,  I  am 
sure,  subject  one  committee  to  inconvenience, 
for  I  am  certain  it  would  be  almost  impossible  to 
find  a  person  as  well  qualified  as  the  gentleman 
of  whom  I  have  spoken,  who  has  served  us 
faithfully  for  several  years.  It  will  cut  him  off, 
and  ^at  is  all  it  will  ao. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  never  offer  a  proposition  here 
with  the  view  of  affecting  individuals.  It  is 
stated  by  the  Senator  from  Michigan,  {Mr. 
Stuart,]  that  great  detriment  and  inconvenience 
will  accrue  to  the  public  service  of  this  country  uA- 
less  you  allow  gentlemen  to  hold  two  offices  at  the 
same  time,  that  is,  if  you  consider  clerkships  to  the 
committees  as  offices.  Now,  sir,  I  think  we  hare 
in  this  country  individuals  who  can  discharge 
the  duties  of  clerkships  to  all  the  committees 
without  our  being  compelled  to  go  to  the  Depart- 
ments, and  detail  from  there  clerks  with  double 
salaries.  If  we  cannot,  we  had  better  pay  an 
extra  compensation  to  these  gentlemen  who  can 
render  sucn  distinguished  services  to  the  com- 
mittees, and  release  them  from  their  duties  in  the 
Departments.  I  think  it  is  wron^  to  suffer  men 
indirectly  to  hold  two  offices,%rh3e  our  general 
law  provides  they  shall  hold  but  one.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Michigan  mentions  several  cases.  I 
heard,  perhaps  not  at  the  last  session,  but  pre- 
viously, that  there  were  a  number  of  such  cases 
in  botn  Houses.  It  is  not  an  unusual  thing.  My 
object  was  not  to  affect  individuals;  but  I  believe 
the  doctrine  of  my  amendment  to  be  right  in 
principle,  correct  in  practice,  aftd  no  reflection 
upon  any  one.  I  should  dislike  to  put  any  of 
the  committees  to  inconvenience  by  depriving 
them  of  a  favorite  clerk;  but  if  the  clerks  in  the 
Departments  discharge  their  duties,  and  have  as 
much  to  do  as  they  should  have,  their  time  will 
not  allow  them  to  perform  the  duties  of  commit- 
tee clerks  here.  If  the  committees  need  clerks, 
their  undivided  attention  is  required.  One  office 
at  a  time  I  think  is  enough  for  one  man,  when 
offices  are  scarce,  and  when  there  is  such  a  great 
number  of  applicants,  patriots  rrady  to  serve 
their  country  m  any  capacity,  even  as  clerks  to 
committees.  When  a  man  has  an  office  in  one 
of  the  Departments,  that  ought  to  content  him. 
The  proposition  I  have  offered  is  no  reflection; 
at  least  it  is  intended  as  no  reflection  on  any  com- 
mittee or  anybody. 

Mr.  SEIWARD.  Mr.  President,  I  cannot  vote 
for  the  amendment  of  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Mississippi,  and  still  I  wish  to  say  a  word  on 
the  subject,  because  it  is  likely  to  be  misappre- 
hended. I  think  the  amendment  is  not  founded 
in  the  philosophy  of  the  old  fable,  which  advised 
that  you  retain  the  present  swarm,  instead  of  buy- 
ing tnem  off  and  encouraging  a  new  one.  But, 
however  that  may  be,  the  amendment  is  too 
broad.  It  prohibits  any  person  who  holds  any 
place,  any  Kind  of  office  imder  the  Federal  Grov- 
ernment, being  clerk  to  a  committee.  Now,  there 
are  persons  in  this  city  who  hold  office  under  the 
Federal  Government,  whose  pay  is  very  insuffi- 
cient for  the  support  of  themselves  and  families — 
the  number  of  tkem  who  rise  up  before  my  eye 


in  ima^nation  is  very  considerable — ^to  whom 
somethmg  fVirther  by  way  of  support  is  neces- 
sary in  these  very  expensive  times.  There  have 
often  been  instances  in  which  persons  holding 
small  offices  under  the  Federal  Government,  have 
been  employed  by  myself,  and  I  presume  by 
other  Senators,  and  paid  for  services  and  assist- 
ance rendered  to  us.  There  has  been  more  than 
one  instance  at  the  present  session  where  persons 
having  fhmilies  to  support — large  families  and 
expensive  ones — ^have  asked  the  privilege  of  writ- 
ing out  of  office  bom's,  by  way  of  enhancing  the 
provision  for  their  support.  This  amendment 
would  cut  off  all  that  class  of  cases,  and  I  really 
think  there  is  no  use  in  doing  so.  I  hope  the 
amendment  will  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  Mr.  President,  I  do  not 
know  that  this  amendment,  if  adopted,  would 
reach  a  practice  which  1  beUeve  has  been  found 
almost  necessary  here.  I  do  not  know  that  it 
would  affect  the  practice  which  has  been  resorted 
to,  of  employing  as  clerk  to  a  committee  a  clerk 
in  the  Department,  who  does  not  draw  both  sal- 
aries, but  one  having  a  substitute  in  the  Depart- 
ment, dischai^ing  his  duties  there,  and  taking 
that  salary.  It  is  in  that  way  alone  that  we  have 
been  able  to  obtain  the  services  of  a  clerk  to  the 
Finance  Committee,  who  is,  as  you  knov,  sir, 
an  ^mirable  clerk,  and  one  with  whose  services 
we  cannot  very  well  dispense.  At  least,  it  would 
be  inconvenient  to  do  so.  He  is  one  whose  ser- 
vices we  should  like  to  secure.  One  of  two 
things  must  be  done:  either  we  must  allow  the 
Finance  Committee  to  appoint  a  clerk  during  the 
Congress,  so  that  we  can  thus  secure  a  first-rate 
officer;  or  else  we  must  be  allowed  to  continue 
the  practice  which  has  prevailed  for  some  time 
past,  by  which  we  get  an  experienced  clerk  from 
the  Department,  another  taking  his  place  and  re- 
ceiving his  salary  there  during  the  time  he  was 
employed  by  the  Finance  Committee.  This 
course  is  not;  as  I  believe,  in  opposition  to  the 
law.  One  or  the  other  will  have  to  be  done.  If 
this  amendment  should  be  adopted,  I  should 
think  it  my  duty  to  move  that  the  Committee  on 
Financft  be  allowed  to  employ  a  eierk  for  the 
Congress;  that  is  for  the  two  sessions,  continu- 
ously.   ^^ 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  will  make  only  a  passing 
remark  on  this  subject.  I  think  the  amendment 
of  my  fViend  from  Mississippi  is  unnecessary.  I 
have  never  regarded  a  clerkship  to  a  committee 
as  an  office.  I  regard  it  what  lawyera  call  an 
employment — a  limited  employment,  one  which 
certainly  cannot  assume  the  dignity  nor  have  the 
attributes  of  what  we  would  cul  an  office,  which 
is  recognized  by  law.  Why,  sir,  I  should  not 
hesitate  to- say  that  every  committee  has  a  right 
to  dismiss  its  cleric  atany  time,  and  I  regard  such  a 
clerksliipas  mere  employment  during  the  session, 
and  nothing  else.  I  therefore  hope  my  friend  will 
withdraw  his  amendment.  I  think  it  is  unneces- 
sary; and  if  I  must  speak  out,  I  will  say  tliat  I 
see  no  reason  why  we  should  not  get  reason  and 
experience  wherever  we  may  find  them,  so  far  as 
regards  the  qucdifications  of  a  clerk  to  any  of  the 
committees;  nor  do  I  think  that  because  a  man 
has,  within  the  sphere  of  his  experience,  more  in- 
telligence than  another,  he  should  be  proscribed. 
I  cannot  understand  such  a  policy.  I  know  that 
there  is  a  disposition  to  diviae  and  subdivide,  and 
reduce  offices  under  mere  names,  because  it  looks 
a  little  like  economy;  but,  on  the  contrary,  my 
opinion  is  that  the  truest  economy  is  to  give  high 
salaries  for  offices  which  require  intellectual  en- 
dowments, and  thus  obtain  the  very  best  men. 

Mr.  TOUCEY.  Mr.  President,  the  law  al- 
ready  existing  is  very  stringent,  and  it  is  strin- 
gently enforced.  No  officer  m  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment can  be  employed  in  two  offices,  and 
receive  the  compensation  of  both.  On  the  con- 
trary, he  is  entitled  to  receive  only  the  highest 
rate  of  compensation  for  one  of  the  <^ffices,  and 
for  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  others  he  is 
entitled  to  no  compensation.  I  approve  that  law 
1  approve  its  ri^  enforcement.  1  know,  experi- 
mentally, that  It  has  been  strictly  enforced,  as  it 
ought  to  be.  If  that  legislation  is  not  sufficient, 
let  us  amend  that  law,  and  provide  more  clearly 
and  more  surely  against  the  employment  of  pub- 
lic officers  in  more  than  one  office.  I  do  not, 
myself,  deem  it  necessary.  On  the  other  hand, 
I  think  that  you  may  well  commit  to  the  com- 
mittees of  the  Senate  the  employment  of  their 
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clerks,  subject  to  the  existing  law.    That  is  the 

{>resent  arrangement,  and  if  thev  conform  to  the 
aw  already  existing,  I  am  willing  to  leave  to 
them  the  discretion  as  to  the  person  who  shall  be 
emplo^red,  well  assured  that  they  will  consult  the 
public  interest  in  exercising  that  discretion. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  If  the  existing  law  prevents 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  clerk  who  is  per- 
forming other  functions  under  the  Qovemmcnt, 
of  course  the  proviso  is  entirely  useless.  If  it 
does  not,  I,  for  one,  am  not  disposed  to  restrict 
the  authority  of  committees  of  the  Senate  to  se- 
lect the  most  appropriate  person  for  the  perform- 
ance of  duties,  oecause  he  may  happen  to  have 
some  other  function  connected  with  tnc  executive 
departments.  I  view  the  employment  of  a  clerk 
exactly  in  the  same  mode  as  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina,  as  the  employment  of 
an  agent  for  the  purposes  of  the  committee,  and 
not  as  an  officer  of  the  Government.  -  I  do  not 
think  the  law  applies  to  it;  but  if  it  does,  the  pro- 
viso is  unnecessary;  and  if  it  does  not  apply,  I 
do  not  think  we  ought  to  provide  here  beyond 
the  extent  that  Congress  themselves  have  pleased 
to  legislate  on  the  subject  of  the  incompatibility 
of  offices.    I  am  opposed  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  Mr.  President,  I  dislike  to 
attemp^  to  do  a  thing  inconsistent  with  the  gen- 
eral sentiment  and  feeling  of  this  body.  I  under- 
stand the  construction  has  been  given,  which  was 
alluded  to  by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
that  the  appointment  of  these  clerks  amounts  only 
to  employment,  and  that,  therefore,  it  is  no  vio- 
lation of  the  existing  law  to  appoint  as  clerks  to 
committees  persons  who  are  employed  in  the 
Departments,  although  they  receive  a  regular 
fixed  compensation  lK)th  in  the  Departments  and 
as  clerks  of  cq^imittees.  That,  I  thought,  was 
wrong.  I  tHought  there  was  no  impropriety  in 
oflTering  this  amendment.  If  it  should  turn  out 
that  inconvenience  would  arise,  as  suggested  by 
the  Senator  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Hunter,]  i 
should  be  perfectly  wimng  to  vote  to  give  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance  a  permanent  clerk.  I 
believe  that  committee  ougBt  to  have  a  perma- 
nent clerk,  and  I  think  no  oUier  committee  should. 
I  would  a  great  deal  rather  agree  to  that  than  con- 
tinue the  present  system.  At  the  very  hour  when, 
by  the  rules  of  the  Departments,  their  clerks  are 
required  to  be  there,  our  committees  sit,  and  it  is 
necessary  to  have  the  clerks  in  the  committee 
rooms.  I  wish  to  abolish  that  system.  If  my 
amendment  affects  nobody,  nobody  is  hurt  by  it. 
If  it  is  right  in  principle,  I  consider  it  is  no  reflec- 
tion on  the  committees,  because  no  one  is  alluded 
to,  either  in  terms  or  in  intention,  in  offering  it. 

The  amendment  was  rejected ;  and  the  resolu- 
tion was  agreed  to  without  amendment. 
On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursdat,  December  13, 1855. 

The  House  was  called  to  order  by  the  Clerk 
at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

ELECTION  bF  SPEAKER. 

The  election  of  Speaker  being  the  business  in 
order,  the  Clerk  proceeded  to  call  the  roll  on  the 
fifly-first  vote  for  Speaker,  with  tlie  following 
result:  Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  224;  neces- 
sary to  a  choice,  113;  of  which — 

Nathaoiel  P.  Banlu  received 105 

WUIlam  A.  RictutrdMD 75 

Henry  M.  Fuller 33 

Benjamin  F.  Letter 3 

James  L.  Orr. 1 

Alexander  C.  M.  Pennington 1 

Warner  L.  Underwood 1 

John  Scott  Uarriton 1 

Felix  K.  ZoUicolier 1 

^iUiam  A.  Lake 1 

BamucI  A.  Smith 1 

Unm^urejr  Marahall 1 

JohnWilliami....: 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  Banfa  —  Messrs.  Albright,  Allison,  Barbonr, 
Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  Billinghurst,  Bingham,  Bishop, 
BliM.  Bradshaw,  Brenton,  Bufflnclon,  Burtingame,  James 
H.  Campbell,  I^ewia  D.  Campbdi,  Chaffee,  £zra  Clark, 
Clawson,  Colfkx,  Comins,  Covode,  Cragin,  Cumback.  Dam- 
rell,  Timothy  Davis,  Dav,  Dean.  Dc  Wiu,  Dick,  Dickson, 
Doad,  Durfee,  Emrie,  Fiiisler,Oanoway,Giddings,  Gilbert, 
Granger,  Grow,  Robert  B.  HaO,  Harlan,  HoUoway,  Thomas 
R.  UonoOf  Vttentioe  B.  Hortub,  Howard,  HngbstOD,  Kel- 


sey,  King,  Knapp,  Knight,  Knowlton.  Knox.  Konkd, 
Leiter,  Mace,  Maiteson,  McCarty,  Meacnam,  Klllian  Mil- 
ler, Mor^,  Morrill,  Mott,  Murray,  Nichols.  Norton,  An- 
drew Oliver,  Parker,  Pearce,  Pelton,  Pennington,  Perry, 
Pettit,  Pike,  Pringle,  Purviance,  Ritchie,  Robbins,  Roberts, 
Robison,  Se^in,  Sage.  Sapp,  Sherman,  Siimnons,  Spinner, 
Stanton,  Stranohan,  Tappan.  Thorington,  Thurston,  Todd, 
TraAon,  Tyson,  Wade,  Wakeman,  Walbridge,  Waldron, 
Cadwalader  C.  Wasbbume,  Ellihu  B.  Washoume,  Israel 
Washburn,  Watson,  Welch,  Wood,  WoodrufT,  and  Wood- 
worth. 

For  Mr.  RiehartUon — Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay, 
Barksdale,  Bell,  Henry  S.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boycc, 
Branch,  Brooks,  Bnmett,  Cadwalader,  Caruthers,  Caskie, 
Clingman,  Howdl  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Craige, 
Crawford,  Denver,  Dowdcll,  Edmundson,  Elhott,  £ngUsh, 
Evans,  Faulkner,  Florence.  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode, 
Greenwood,  Augustus  Hall,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomas 
L.  Harris,  Herbert,  Hickman,  Houston,  Jewetl,  George 
W.  Jones,  J.  Gloncy  Jones,  Keitt.KeUy,  Kid  well,  Letcher, 
Lumpkin,  Samuel  S.  Marshall,  Maxwell,  McMullin.Mc- 
Uuccn,  Smith  Miller,  Millson,Mordccai  Oliver.  Orr,  Peck, 
Plielps,  Powell,  Quitman,  Kuffin,  Rust,  Sandioge,  Savage, 
Seward,  Shorter,  Samuel  A.  Smith.  William  Smith, 
Stephens,  Stewart,  Talbott,  Taylor,Vnil,  Warner,  Wat- 
kins,  Wells,  Winslow,  and  John  V.  Wright. 

For  Mr.  Puller — Messrs.  Ball,  Broom,  John  P.  Camp- 
bell, Carlile,  Cox,  CuUen,  Edie,Enstis,  Foster,  J.  Morrison 
Harris,  Harrison,  Haven,  Hoffman^  Kennett,  Lindley, 
Alexander  K.  Marshall,  Millward,  Pame.  Porter,  Puryear, 
Ready,  Ricaud,  Rivers,  Scott,  William  R.  Smith,  Sneed, 
Swope,  Trippe,  Underwood,  Valk,  Whitney,  and  Zolli- 
coffer. 

For  Mr.  Lettnr— Messrs.  Dunn  and  Moore. 

For  Mr.  Orr— Mr.  Williams. 

For  Mr.  Peiminfi^on — Mr.  Edwards. 

For  Mr.  Underisood — Mr.  Etberidge. 

For  Mr.  Iforrwon— Mr.  Henry  M.  Fuller. 

For  Mr.  ZoUieoffer— Mr.  Lake. 

For  Mr.  Laire— Mr.  Humphrey  Marshall. 

For  Mr.  Smith— Mr.  Richardson. 

For  Mr.  MarshaU-Mr.  Walker. 

For  Mr.  WiUianui—MT.  Wheeler. 

During  the  call  of  the  roll,  and  on  thenam^  of 
Mr.  McMcLLi}^  being  called — 

Mr.  McMULLIN  sidd:  Before  I  give  my  vote, 
I  take  occasion  to  eive  notice  to  the  House  that, 
unless  there  shall  oe  an  election  effected  within 
the  next  three  days,  I  shall  submit  a  proposition 
to  the  House  by  way  of  compromise.  I  vote  for 
Richardson. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  Suppose  we  adjourn  now 
for  three  days.     [Laughter.] 

The  Clerk  again  called  the  roll,  and  the  follow- 
ing was  the  result  of  the  fifty-second  vote:  Whole 
number  of  votes  cast,  222;  necessary  to  a  choice, 
112;  of  which— 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks  received 104 

William  A.  Richardson 75 

Henry  M.  FuJIer 33 

Benjamin  F.  Leiter. 2 

Alexander  C.  M.  Peffbington 9 

James  L.  Orr 1 

FrUxK.  ZoUicoffer 1 

William  A.Lake 1 

John  Williams 1 

Warner  L.  Underwood 1 

John  Scott  Harrison. 1 

Humphrey  Marshall 1 

PhilipT.  Herbcrt>. 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  Banko—Meam.  Albright,  Allison,  Barbonr, 
Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  Billinghurst,  Bingham,  Bii^hop, 
Bliss,  Bradshaw,  Brcnton,  Buffinffton,  Burlingame,  James 
H.  Campbell.  Lewis 'D.  Caropberi.  Cbafi'ce,  Ezra  Clark, 
Clawstm,  Colftix,  Comins,  Corone,  Cragin,  Cumback, 
Damrell,  Timothy  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  Dc  Witt,  Dick,  Dick- 
son, Dodd,  Durfee,  Emrie.  Flagler,  Galloway,  Giddings, 
Gilbert,  Granger,  Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan,  Hollowav, 
Thomas  R.  Horton,  Valentine  B.  Horton,  Howard,  Hugn- 
Bton,  Kclsey,King,  Knapp,  Knight,  Knowlton,  Knox,  Kun- 
kel,  Leiter,  Mace,  Matteeon,  McCarty,  Meacham,  Klllian 
Miller,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Mott,  Murray,  Nichols,  Norton, 
Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Pearce,  Pelton,  Pennington,  Perry, 
Pettit,  Pike,  Purviance,  Ritchie,  Robbins,  Roberts,  Robison, 
Sabin,  Sage,  Sapp,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Spinner,  Stanton, 
Stranahan,  Tappan.  Thorington,  Thurston,  Toda,  Trallon, 
IVsonj  Wade,  Waaeman.  Walbridge,  Waldron,  Cadwal- 
ader C.  Washbnme,  Elllinu  B.  Wasbbume,  Israel  Wash- 
bum,  Watson,  Welch,  Wood,  WoodmflT,  and  Woodwtmh. 

Far  Mr.  Rickard»on~-Memn.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay, 
Barksdale,  Bell,  Henry  8.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce, 
Branch,  Brooks,  Burnett,  Cadwalader.  Carathers,  Caskie, 
Clingman,  Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Craige, 
Crawford,  Denver,  Dowdell,  Edmundson,  Elliott,  English, 
Evans,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Thomas  J.  u.  Fuller,  Goode, 
Greenwood,  Augustus  Hall,  Sampson  W.  Harris.  Thomas 
L.  Harris,  Herbert,  Hickman.  Houston,  Jewett,  Geoige  W. 
Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Keitt,  Kelly,  Kidwell,  Letcher, 
Lumpkin,  Samuel  S.  Marshall,  Maxwell,  McMuUIn,  Mc- 
Uueen,  Smitli  Miller,  Millson,  Mordocai  Oliver.  Orr,  Peck, 
Phelps,  Powell,  Quitman,  Rnfiin.  Rust,  Sandicwe,  Savage, 
Seward,  Shorter,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  Smitli,  Ste- 
phens, Stewart,  Talbou,  Taylor.  Vail,  Warner,  Watkins, 
Wells,  Winslow.  and  John  V.  Wright. 

For  Mr.  Fuller— Memru.  Broom,  John  P.  Campbell, 
Carlile,  Cox,  Cullcn,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Edie,  Eustis, 
Foster,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Harrison,  Haven,  HoflTman, 
Kennett,  Lindley,  Alexander  K.  Marshall,  Paine,  Porter, 
Puryear,  Ready,  lUcaud,  Rivers,  Scott,  William  R.  Smith, 


Sneed,  Swope,  Trippe,  Underwood,  Valk,  Walker,  Wlni- 
ney,  and  ZoUicoffer. 

For  Mr.  Letter — Mesara.  Dunn  and  Moore. 

For  Mr.  Pennington — Messrs.  Edwards  and  Ball. 

For  Mr.  Orr— Mr.  Williams. 

For  Mr.  ZoUicoffer— Mr.  Lake. 

For  Mr.  Lake— Mr.  Humphrey  Marshall. 

For  Mr.  WUliamM— Mr.  Wheeler. 

For  Mr.  Underwood— Mr.  Etberidge. 

For  Mr.  Harrison— Mr.  Henry  M.  Fuller. 

For  Mr.  Manhall— Mr.  Walker, 

For  Mr.  Herbert — Mr.  Richardson. 

The  Clerk  called  the  roll  on  the  fifty-third  vote 
for  Speaker,  with  the  following  result:  Whole 
numl>er  of  votes  cast,  222;  necessary  to  a  choice, 
112;  of  which — 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks  received 104 

William  A.  Richardson 74 

Henry  M.  Fuller 34 

Bei\jamin  F.  Leiter 9 

Alexander  C.  M.  Pennington 3 

James  L.  Orr 1 

Warner  L.  Underwood I 

John  Scott  Harrison 1 

Felix  K.  ZoUicoffer 1 

John  Williams 1 

WiUiam  W.  Boyce 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  Bonib— Messrs.  Albri^t.  Allison,  Baiboor,  Heny 
Bennett,  Benson,  Billinghurst,  Bingham,  Bishop,  Utss, 


Timothy  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  De  Witt,  Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd, 
Durfee,  Gmrie,  Flagler,  Galloway,  Giddings,  Gilbert,  Gran 
ger.  Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan,  HoUoway,  Thomas  R. 
Horton,  Valentine  B.  Horton,  Howard,  Hughston,  Kelsey, 
King,  Knapp,  Knight,  Knowlton,  Knox.  Kunkel.  Leiter, 
Mace,  Mattesoii,  Mcf.arty,  Meacham,  Killian  Miller,  Mor- 
gan, Morrill,  Molt,  Murray,  Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew  di- 
ver, Parker,  Pearce,  Pelton,  Pennington,  Perry,  PevElI^ 
Pike,  Purviance,  Ritchie,  Robbins,  Roberts, Robison,  Sabin, 
Sage,  Sapp,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Spinner.  Stanton,  Bcran*- 
han,  Tappan,  Thorington,  Thurston,  Todd,  Trallon,  Tyson, 
Wade.  Wakelhan,  Walbridge,  Waldron,  Cadwalader  C. 
Washbunie,  Ellihu  B.  WaHhbume,  Israel  Washburn,  Wat- 
son, Welch,  Wood,  Woodruff,  and  Woodworth. 

For  Mr.  Richardton— Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay, 
Barksdale.  Bell,  Henry  S.  Bennett.  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce, 
Branch,  Brooks,  Burnett,  Cadwalader.  Caruthers,  Caskie, 
Clingman,  Howell  Cobb.  WUiiamson  R.  W.  Cobb.Craige, 
Crawford,  Denver,  DowdeU,  Edmundson,  Elliott,  En|^i^. 
Evans,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode, 
Greenwood,  Augustus  Hall,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomas 
L.  Harris,  Herbert,  Hickman,  Hou^iton,  Jewett.  George  W. 
Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Keitt,  Kelly,  Kidwell,  Letcher, 
Lnmpkin,  Samuel  S.  MarshaU,  Mai  well,  McMulIin,  Mc- 
Queen, Smith  MUler,  MUIson,  Mordecai  Oliver.  Orr,  Peck, 
Phelps,  PoweU,  Quitman,  Ruflin,  Rust,  Sandidge,  Savage, 
Seward,  Shorter,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  VViUiam  Smith,  Ste- 
phens, Stewart,  Talbott,  Vail,  Warner,  Watkins,  WeUo, 
Winslow,  and  John  V.  Vvright. 

For  Mr.  #'«//«•— Messr*.  Broom,  John  P.  CampbeD,  Car- 
lUe,  Cox,  Cullen,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Edie,  Eustis,  Foster, 
J.  Morrison  Harris,  Harrison,  Haven,  Hoffman,  Kennett, 
Lindley,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Alexander  K.  Marshall,  MUl- 
ward,  Paine,  Porter,  Puryear,  Ready,  Ricaud,  Rivers,  Scotu 
William  R.  Smitb,  Sneed,  Swope,  Trippe,  Underwood^ 
Valk,  Walker,  W^hilncy,  and  ZoUicoffer. 

For  Mr.  Lekpr — Messrs.  Dunn  and  Moore. 

For  Mr.  Pennington — Messrs.  BaU  and  Edwards. 

For  Mr.  Orr— Mr.  Williams. 

For  Mr.  Underwood — Mr.  Etberidge. 

For  Mr.  Uarriton — ^Mr.  Henry  M.  Fuller. 

For  Mr.  ZoUicoffer— Mr.  Lake. 

For  Mr.  Wmiana-Mr.  Wheeler. 

For  Mr.  Boyce— Mr.  Richardson. 

The  Clerk  then  proceeded  to  call  the  roll  on 
the  fifty-fourth  vote  for  Speaker,  with  the  fol- 
lowing result:  Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  223; 
necessary  to  a  choice,  112;  of  which — 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks  received 104 

WilUam  A.  Richardson  74 

Henry  M.  Fuller.... 35 

Benjamin  F.  Leiter 9 

Alexander  C.  M.  Pennington 8 

Warner  L.  Underwood 1 

John  Scott  Harrison ] 

John  WUIiams .] 

James  L.  Orr , 1 

James  A.  Stewart 1 

So  tliere  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  Banke—Meean.  Albright,  Allison,  Barbonr* 
Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  BUIinghurst,  Bingham,  Bisbop, 
Bliss,  Bradshaw,  Brenton,  Bufflngton,  Buriinnme,  Jan.es 
H.  Campbell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Chaffee,  Ezra  Clark, 
Clawson,Colfkx,  Comins,  Covode,  Cragin,  Cumback,  Dam- 
rell. Timothy  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  De  Witt,  Dick,  Dickson, 
Dodd,  Durfee,  Emrie,  Flayer,  Galloway.  Qiddings,Gilberty 
Granger,  Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan,  HoUoway, Thomas 
R.  Horton,  Valentine  B.  Horton,  Howard,  Hughston,  Kel- 
sey.  King,  Knapp.  Knight.  Knowlton.  Knox,  Kunkel, 
Leiter.  Matteson,  McCarty,  Meacham,  Killian  Miller,  Mor- 
gan, Morrill,  Mott,  Murray,  Nichols.  Norton,  Andrew  Oli- 
ver, Parker,  Pearce,  Pelton,  Pennington,  Perry,  Pettit, 
Pike,  Pringle,  Purviance,  Ritchie,  Robbins,  Roberts,  Robi- 
son, Sabin,  Sage,  Sapp,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Spinner,  Stan- 
ton, Stranahan,  Tappan,  Thorington,  Thurston.  Todd, 
TraAon,  Tyson,  Wsdc,  Wakemm,  Walbridge,  Waldron, 
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Cmdwmlmder  C.  Waahburne,  EUihu  B.  Waihbarne,  Israel 
Washburn,  Watson,  Walcb,  Wood,  Woodruff,  and  Wood- 
worth. 

For  Mr.  AicAonfaon— Measn.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay, 
BarkMdale,  Bell,  Henry  S.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce, 
Branch,  Brooks,  Burnett,  Cadwalader,  Caruthera,  Caskie, 
CUngman,  Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Craige, 
(?r&wford,  Denver,  Dowdell,  Edniundson,  Elliott,  English, 
Evans,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Thomas  J.  D.  FuUer^Goode, 
Greenwood,  Augustus  Hall,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomas 
L.  Harris,  Herbert,  Hickman,  Houston,  George  W.  Jones, 
J.  Gtancy  Jones.  Keiu,  Kelly,  Kidwell,  Letcher,  Lunipkin, 
Bamuei  S.  Marshall,  Maxwell,  McMulUn,  McQueen,  Smith 
Miller,  Millson,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Peck,  Phelps,  Powell, 
Qiutman.  Ruffin,  Rust,  Sandidge.  Savage,  Heward,  Shorter, 
SwBuel  A.  Smith,  WUliam  Smith.  Stenhens,  Stewart,  Tal- 
bott,  Taylor,  Vail,  Warner,  Watkms,  Wells,  Winslow,  and 
John  V.  Wri^t. 

For  Mr.  FuUer-~Me§gg9.  Broom,  John  P.  CainpbeU, 
Cailile,  Cox,  Cullen,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Edie,  Eustis, 
Foster,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Harrison,  Haven,  Hoffman, 
Keimett,  Lake,  Lindley,  Alexander  K.  Marshall ,  Humphrev 
Marshall,  Millward,  Paine,  Porter,  Puryear,  Ready,  Ricaud, 
Rivers,  Scott,  WilUam  R.  Smith,  Sneed,  Swope,  Trippe, 
Underwood.  Valk,  Walker,  Whitney,  and  ZoUicoffer. 

For  Mr.  Later — Messrs.  Dunn  and  Moore. 

Fbt  Ifir.PeiMttfigton— Messrs.  Ball  and  Edwards. 

Jbr  Mr.  Underwood— Mr.  Etheridge. 

For  Mr.  Barri$on— Mr.  Henry  M.  Fuller. 

For  Mr.  WUUanu—Mr.  Wheeler.  ' 

For  Mr.  Orr— Mr.  Williams. 

For  Mr.  Stewart— Mr.  Richardson. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Tennessee.  Mr.  Clerk,  I 
move  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  WELLS.    I  demand  tellers  on  the  motion. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Smith  of 
Tennessee,  and  Norton  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  was 
disagreed  to,  the  tellers  having  reported  only 
forty -nine  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Clerk  again  called  the  roll,  and  the  follow- 
ing was  the  result  of  the  fiAy-fiflh  vote:  Whole 
number  of  votes  cast,  222;  necessary  to  a  choice, 
112;  of  which— 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks  received 1(M 

WUliam  A.  Richardson 73 

Henry  M.FuUer 38 

Alexander  C.  M.  Pennington 3 

James  L.  Orr , 1 

Benjamin  F.  Leiter 1 

John  Williams 1 

John  Scott  Harnaon 1 

Lawrence M.  Keitt *.. 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  yote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  Baidk«-4kf6serB.Albright,  Allison,  Barbour,  Henry 
Bennett,  Benson,  Billin^urst,  Bingham,  Bishop,  Bliss, 
Brad^iaw,  Brenton,  BvUffington,  BurlinKame.  James  H. 
Campbell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Chaffee,  Ezra  Clark,  Claw- 
son,  ColfaZ;  Comins,  Covode,  Cragtn,  Cumback,  Damrell, 
Timothy  Davis^ay,  Dean,  De  Witt,  Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd, 
Durfse,  £mrie,  Flagler,  Galloway,  Gidding^,  Gilbert,  Gran- 

StTf  Grow.  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan,  Holloway,  Thomas  R. 
oiton.  Valentine  B.  Horton,  Howard,  Uuxhston,  Kclsey, 
King,  Knapp,  Knight,  Knowlton,  Knox,  Kunkel,  Leiter, 
Matteson,  McCarty,  Meacbam,  Killian  Miller,  Moigan, 
Morrill,  Mott,  Murray,  Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver, 
Parker,  Pearce,  Pelton,  Pennington,  Perry,  Pettit,  Pike, 
Pringle,  Purvlance,  Ritchie,  Robbins,  Roberts,  Robison, 
Sabin,  Sage,  Sapp,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Spmner,  Stanton, 
Stranaban,  Tappan,  Thorinffton,  Thurston.  Todd,  Trafton, 
Tyson,  Wade,  Wakeman,  Walbridge.  Waidron,  Cadwala- 
der C.  Waahburne.  EUihu  B.  Washbume,  Israel  Wash- 
bum,  Watson,  Welch,  Wood,  Woodruff,  and  Woodworth. 

For  Mr.  Ridiardaon — Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay, 
Barksdale,  Bell,  Henry  S.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce, 
Brwich,  Brooks,  Burnett,  Cadwalader,  Caruthers,  Caskie, 
Clingman,  Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Craige, 
Crawibrd,  Denver,  Dowdell,  Edmundson,  Elliott,  English, 
Faulkner,  Florence,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode,  Green- 
wood, Augustus  Hall,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomas  L. 
Harris,  Herbert,  Hickman.  Houston,  George  W.  Jones,  J. 
Olancy  Jones,  Keitt.  Kelly,  Kidwell,  Letcher,  Lumpkin, 
Samuel  8.  Marshall,  Maxwell,  McMulUn,  McQueen, 
Baaith  MiUer,  MUlson,  Mordecai  OUver,  Orr,  Peck,  Phelps, 
Powell,  Quitman,  Rumn,  Rust.  Sandidge,  Savage,  Seward, 
Shorter,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  Smith,  Stephens, 
Stewart,  Talbott,  Taylor,  Vail,  Warner,  Watkins,  Wells, 
Winslow,  and  John  V.  Wright. 

Far  Mr.  Fuller— Meatn.  Broom,  John  P.  Cam^lLCar- 
lUe,  Cox,  Cullen,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Edie,  Etheridge, 
Eustis,  Evans,  Poster,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Harrison,  Haven, 
Hoffman,  Kennett,  Lake.  Llndley,  Alexander  K.  Marshall, 
Humphrey  Marshall,  Millward,  Moore,  Paine,  Pwter,  Pur- 
year, Ready,  Ricaud,  Rivers,  Scott,  William  R.  Smith, 
eneed,  Swope,  Trippe,  Underwood,  Valk,  Whitney,  and 
Zolticoffer. 

For  Mr.  PcmiinWow— Messrs.  Ball  and  Edwards. 

For  Mr.  Orr— Mr.  Williams. 

For  Mr.  LeUer—Mr.  Dunn. 

For  Mr.  WUlianu— Mr.  Wheeler. 

For  Mr.  Harrison — Mr.  Henry  M.  Fuller. 

For  Mr.  KeiU— Mr.  Richardson. 

Mr.  MATTESON.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  move  that 
the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Thereupon  the  Hyuse  (at  twenty  minutes  to 
three  o'clock,  p.  m.)  adjourned  until  to*morrow 
at  twelve,  m. 


IN  SENATE. 
Friday,  December  14, 1855. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Hbhrt  C.  Dban. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved . 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  SLIDELL  presented  the  petition  of  Ce- 
zario  Wallace,  praying  for  the  confirmation  of 
his  title  to  a  tract  of  land;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  inhabitants  of  the  collec- 
tion district  of  T^he,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
for  the  removal  of  a  custom-house  from  Franklin 
to  Berwick  city;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

Also,  the  petition  of  R.  D.  Livingston,  for 
confirmation  of  the  title  to  four  hundred  arpcnts 
of  land  in  the  limits  of  the  Bastrop  grant;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Peyton  G.  King,  late  re- 
ceiver of  moneys  at  Monroe,  Louisiana,  asking 
to  be  relieved  from  certain  liabilities  incurred  in 
consequence  of  loss  by  robberies  committed  of 
public  moneys  in  his  possession;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  SUMNER  presented  the  petition  of  Sarah 
B.  Hobbins,  sole  neir  and  lineal  descendant  of 
Michael  Jackson,  an  officer  in  the  revolutionary 
army ,  praying  to  be  allowed  the  half  pay  to  which 
her  ancestor  was  entitled;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  PISH  presented  the  memorial  of  William 
M.  Brooks  and  Eliza  M.  Priest,  praying  to  be 
allowed  the  amount  due  their  father,  Colonel 
David  Brooks,  as  pay  and  commutation  for  ser- 
vices during  the  revolutioneury  war;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Farmers*  Hi^  School 
of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  subject  of  meteorological 
observations;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Agriculture. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  SUMNER,  the  petition 
of  Joseph  Smith,  a  captain  in  the  Navy,  repre- 
senting that  he  has  been  aggrieved  by  a  decision 
of  the  Naval  Board  appointed  under  an  act  of 
Consjess,  approved  Peoruiiry  28, 1855,  and  pray- 
in?  for  redress,  which  was  neretofore  presented 
and  laid  on  the  table,  was  taken  up  ana  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afi*airs. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Since  the  opening  of  the  ses- 
sion I  have  had  laid  on  the  table  two  petitions, 
which  I  desire  to  have  referred.  I  move  that  the 
petition  of  Catherine  V.  R.  Cochrane  be  taken 
from  the  table  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  move  that  the  petition  of 
the  Agricultural  Society  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  praying  for  appropriations  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  out  the  design  of  Lieutenant  Maury 
for  meteorological  observations,  be  taken  from 
the  table  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Library. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

WITHDRAWAL  OP  PAPERS. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  move  that  G.  A.  Ma- 
gruder  have  leave  to  withdraw  from  the  files  of 
the  Senate  his  memorial  and  the  accompanying 
papera.  The  case  is  now  pending  before  the 
Court  of  Claims,  and  the  clainuint  desires  to 
present  them  there. 

Leave  was  granted. 

Mr.  FISH.  1  ask  leave  to  withdraw  from  the 
files  the  petition  and  accompanying  papers  of 
Francis  B.  Stockton,  a  purser  in  the  Navy,  re- 
lating to  a  claim  for  expenditures  while  in  Lon- 
don, with  a  view  to  their  reference  to  the  Court 
of  Claims. 

Leave  was  granted. 

ADJOURNMENT  TO  MONDAY. 

On  the  moUon  of  Mr.  SEWARD,  it  was 

Ordered.  That  when  the  Senate  adjourn  to-day,  it  be  to 
meet  on  Monday  next. 

NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 

Mr.  SEWARD  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  the  following  bills: 

A  bill  for  continuing  the  improvement  of  the 
harbor  of  Dunkirk,  New  York,  on  Lake  Erie; 

A  bill  for  continuing  the  improvement  of  the 
harbor  of  Oswego,  New  York,  on  Lake  Ontario; 


A  bill  making' an  appropriation  ibr  a  steam 
dredge  on  Lake  Ontario; 

A  Dill  for  continuing  the  improvement  of  the 
harbor  at  the  mouth  of  Oak  Orchard  creek,  New 
York,  on  Lake  Ontario; 

A  bill  for  continuing  the  improvement  of  the 
harbor  of  Bufialo,  New  York,  on  Lake  Erie; 

A  bill  for  continuins^  the  improvement  of  the 
harbor  of  Sodus  bay,  Wayne  county,  New  York, 
on  Lake  Ontario;  and 

A  bill  for  continuing  the  improvement  of  the 
harbor  of  Sodus  bay,  Ca3ruga  coimty ,  New  York, 
on  Lake  Ontario. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN  gave  notice  of  his  intention 
to  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  making  appropri- 
ations for  the  continuation  and  repair  or  certain 
public  works  in  the  State  of  Mame,  heretofore 
commenced  under  the  authority  of  law. 

Mr.  STUART  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  the  following  bills: 

A  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  harbor  at  Monroe,  Michigan;  and 

A  bill  for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at 
Clinton  river,  in  that  State. 

POWER  TO  RECEIVE  BILLS. 

Mr.  SLIDELL.  In  purauance  of  previous  no- 
tice, I  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  remove  ob- 
structions to  the  mouths  of  the  Mississippi  at  the 
Southwest  Pass,  and  the  Pass  a  TOutre.  I  ask 
that  it  may  be  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  thought  it  was  understood  thi^ 
no  bills  were  to  be  presented  until  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  House.  I  think  the  Chair  so  ruled 
yesterday,  and  we  postponed  the  presentation  of 
oills  on  that  account. 

The  PRESIDENT.  It  has  been  the  practice, 
hitherto,  not  to  receive  bills  until  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  two  Houses  has  taken  place. 

Mr.  SLIDELL.  Not  for  the  purpose  of  refer- 
ence } 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  practice  has  been 
not  to  receive  bills  at  all  before  the  organization 
of  the  two  Houses. 

Mr.  SLIDEILL.  I  cannot  see  any  objection 
to  receiving  and  referring  them. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  It  was  decided,  with  the 
consent  of  the  whole  Senate,  yesterday,  that  bills 
could  not  be  introduced. 

Mr.  RUSK.     It  is  legislative  business. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  doubt  very  much  whether 
it  is  within  the  competency  of  this  House  to  pro- 
ceed to  business  before  the  organization  of  tlie 
other.  We  are  connected  with  the  other  House, 
as  a  legislative  body,  by  the  Constitution.  1 
recollect  that,  on  one  occasion,  the  subject  was 
very  fully  discussed  by  some  of  the  old  ^nators; 
and  it  was  held  incompetent  for  this  House  to 
receive  any  bill  before  the  organization  of  the 
House  of  Representatives.  I  think  they  even 
went  so  far  as  to  refuse  to  receive  any  initiatory 
measure,  such  as  a  memorial,  which  might  lead 
to  legislation. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  understand  that  the  Senator 
from  Louisiana  does  not  urge  the  proposition. 

Mr.  SLIDELL.    Certainly  not. 
EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

Several  "executive  messa^s  havini^  been  re- 
ceived from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  WELLER,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive  busi- 
ness; and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  doors 
were  reopened,  and  the  Senate  adjourned  to  Mon- 
day.   

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  December  14, 1855. 

The  Clerk  called  the  House  to  order  at  twelve 
o'clock,  m. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

ELECTION  OF  SPEAKER. 
The  House  proceeded  to  vote  the  fifty-sixth . 
time  for  Speaker,  with    the   following  result: 
Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  234;  necessary  to  a 
choice,  113;  of  which — 

Nathaniel  P.  Banka  received 106 

William  A.  Richardaon 73 

Henry  M.FuUer * 40 

James  L.  Orr >...     1 

Beqlamin  F.  Leiter 1 

John  WilliamB 1 

John  Scott  Harrison 1 

James  W.  Denver 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 
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The  rollowing  ia  the  vole  in  detail: 
F\tr  Hr.  Bankt-  Meun.  Albricbi.AlliHu.B 


in,  /lick,  Dickson,  Doii', 

Han,  Hh^,  HolIi»t'i|r, 
Hnrloo,  Howard,  IIWlu- 

iimy,  Mi'ichun,  kiJIiui 
lamy,  Nichol*,  Norton, 
cllon,  Pf  nnlnpon,  Pfn-)', 
tilcliie,  Robbint,  Ro«Mru, 
nan,  Biannooi,  Spinner, 
nniton.Tbunlon,  Todil , 
n,  WalbrtdK,  Walilron, 
lU  R.  Wuhburae,  luafl 


CJtnfnBB,  ilmnll  CiM>,  Willianuon  it.  W.  Cobb,  Cniue, 
CnivKml,  Denrei,  Dowilell,  Edinuiulaon,  Elliott,  EnillBh, 
Faulkner,  Flnrrnec,  Thomiu  J.  D,  Fuller,  Gando.Green- 
WDod,  AngBjUM  mil,  Bamuma  W.  Hsrrii,  Ttaomaa  L. 
HatTii,  Hrrben,  Hirkman.  llmuion.  Javall,  Gains  W. 
ioHt,  J.GIiBcr  Joau,  Kelly,  Kidirell,  Leictaer,  Lumpkin, 
aBniiHtlB.M>»ibair,Main'ell,McMDlllD,  McQueen,  ^nillh 
MIIIer,MUl«m,MoiilecRl Oliver, Orr,Pec-li,Phelp»,  Powell, 
Uuiimui,  KuAn,  Run,  8indid|e,  Bivage,  Seward,  Bbucier, 
Samuel  A,  8nllfa,  William  Soiitii.aiFpbenii,  Stewart,  Tal- 
bail.Tarlar,  VaiL  Warner,  Walkina,  Weill,  Wiitslow,  and 
JohnV.  Wrighl7 

FW  Mr.  tiOtT—Wttm.  Bmnm.  John  P.  Campbell,  Oar. 
tlIe,Bavard  Clark, Cm,  Cullen,llenrT  Winter  Davji,  Edie, 
Wieri^,  Eiull*,  Ecau,  Potter,  J .  Mornnon  Hanin,  Har- 
riaon.  Haven,  Hoflhian,  Kennel  t.  Lake.  I.indiey,  Aleiandcr 
K.  Manbatl,  Humphrey  Man^hall,  MilKrurd, Moore,  Pame, 
Porter,  Puirear,  Reule,  Ready,  Rieaud,  Riven,  Scott,  Wil- 
Uan  R.  Bmilh,  Sneed,  Swope,  Tiippc,  Uodarwoal,  Vatt, 
Walker,  Whiincy,  and  Zoilicoinr. 


„.,„    Wheeler. 

/lor  Mr.  Onicer— Mr.  Rlcti>id»n. 

The  Clerk  again  called  the  roU.iind  (he  follow- 
ing wtia  the  result  or  the  fifly-aeventh  vole:  Whole 
number  of  voica  cast,  336;  necessary  to  a  choice, 

1(M 


in  Sean  Harriaoa  . . 


So  there  was  no  choice. 
The  following  is  the  vole  in  detail; 
For  Mr.  BniJU— Ueon.  Albrtflit,  AlliMin,  BubooT, 
Henry  Bennett,  Benioo,  BUIingtauni,  BiiiKbam,  Slilinp, 

OampbelU  LewiaD.CampiKl^OtulJ^,  Eira  (.'lack,  Claw- 
•on,  L*ollki,Camiiu,  t>>vade,Cra(iB,  Uumback,  Damrell, 
riuwltayDavli,  [>ay,I>can,  Ue  WUi,  Dick,  Dlck»n,  »odd, 
Dnrfee,  Edwards,  Emric,  Fliilcr,  Galloway,  Giddiiun, 
GUbcrt,  Cranncr,  Grow,  RobenH.  Hall,  Hartan,  Rolloway, 
Tbonai  B.  Hnnon.ValenUDe  n.  Bonoii,  Howard,  Huihu- 
ran,  Kulaey,  Kio|,KnaMi,  KDiiht,KuowliaB,Knoi,  Kun. 
ael,  LeHor,  Mace,  Maltenn,  HeCany,  Heachani,  Killien 
Milter,  Morgan,  Morrill,  MoU,  Munay,  Nleboli,  Norton, 
Andrew  Oliirer,  Parker,  Pearee,  Pellon.PennlnglDii,  Perry, 
Peltit,  Pike,  Priaile,  Purvlanee,  Kiichie,  BobMu,  Roberta, 
SnbiHHi,  HabiB,  Bafe,  Sapp,  Shannaa,  Siatmaa,  H^naer, 
Stanion,  Suanahan,  Tanpui,ThonniliM,  Thunum,  Toikl, 
Tn>non,TyHin,  Wade,  Waltemani^fValbridte,  Waldinn, 
CadwaUderC.  Wattiborae,  P.llihu  B.  Wanhfiume,  lirael 
WaihlHuii,  WaiKm,  Welcb,  Wood,  Woodriiff,  and  Wood- 

For  Mr.  RlrAinij«n— Mcnn.  Aikrn,  ly. 

Branch,  Brooka,  BuraeH.  Cadwakder,  C  le! 

Clingoun,  Howell  Cobb,  WUIiaauon  R.  n, 

Ciawford,  Denver,  Dowdcll,  Edmundai  11- 

lUi,  Faulkner,  Florenee,  Thomas  J,  D.  dc. 

Greenwood,  AucuMui  Hall,  Sainnwn  W  iiu 

C.  Ilnrrii,  UerEnt,  Hickman,  italuton  ne 

W.  Jonea,  J.  Gluey  Joneg,  Kdtt,  Kclley, »..._,..,  ^e,...Ii- 
er,  Lumpkin,  Samuel  S.  Mar.ha)l,  Maiwrll,  McMullin, 

McQueen,  Bmiih  Mi"-  "'" —    " '  "■ 

Peck,  Phelpa,  Powel 


h  Miim,  Killi 


I,  BondidfB, 


Una,  Weha,  « 


1,  TalbotI,  Taylor, 


-.1,  Wanic 

Fitf  Mr.  hiOtr—HtiBt.  BaN.BrooiLjohBp.i r~".< 

Carlile,_Cai,  Cullen,  Henry  Winter  Davii,  Edie,  ElherUfe; 


P.Campbell, 

, — ,  .....en,  Henry  Winter Davii.E-"-  —•——' 

.Bifli>,EvaM,F'otter,J.Monl*onlIaiTla,Ifa , 

...^ „ ,,.._  ■  -—y  AhMtttderKMarehall, 


Hoffinan,  Kenaen,  Lake,  Lindln,  Mem 

Haaiphrey  MaiahaU,  Mlllwvd.  Moore,  Paine,  roner,  rm- 

fcar.ltcaae.  Ready,  hieaud  A>eni,Scaii,  WillUni  B.  Smith, 
Bneed,  Bwope,  Tiippe,  l/aderwooil,  Valk.  Walker,  WUt- 
sey,  and  ZnUieoffer. 

>Vr  Mr.  Orr— Mr.  WilHama. 

Far  Mr.  LeUrr—Mr.  Dunn. 

Par  Mr.  WiUimw-Mr.  Wheeler. 

For  Mr.  Harrlton^Mt.  Rrniy  M.  Fuller. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Pennsylvania.  1  move 
that  when  thia  House  nitjourna,  it  adjourn  to  meet 
on  MoJidny  next,  at  the  usiuil  hour.    I  undor- 


stuid  Ihst  the  Senate  hsvc  Adopted  a  similar  mo- 
tion. 1  make  the  motion  with  a  view  to  give 
tims  and  opportunity  for  funher  deliberation. 

Mr.  MORGAN.    Upon  that  1  demand  tellers. 

Mr.  DUNN.    I  call  for  the  yeas  and  naya. 

The  ' -' ■■ — -■ 

Mr.  < 

Mr.L_ 
from  Penn 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  We  might  aa 
well  take  the  vote  now  upon  the  motion  as  at 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    1  withdraw  my  motion. 
Mr.  FLORENCE.     Has  (here   not  already 

been  a  rcBpoiisc  to  the  call  of  the  first  muneJ 
The  CLTIRK.    There  has  not. 
The  Clerk  (hen  proceeded  to  tall  the  roll. 
Mr.  ORR,  (interrupting.)  What  are  we  voting 

The  CLERK.  TheKauaetB  voiingforSpeok- 
er;  the  motion  in  reference  to  the  adjournnjenl 
Jlttving  been  withdrawn. 

The  Clerk  then  again  called  the  roll,  and  the 
following  WBB  the  result  of  the  fifty-eighth  vole: 
'         " ""'    necesaary  to 

Nathaniel  p.  Banki  receired lOt 

WUUam  A.  Richardnn 73 

HeniT  M.  Pullet 41 


Beniunin  F.  LeUer 

John  WllliaRii 

John  Been  Hairlnai 

So  there  was 

The  following  ia  the  vote  in  detail: 

Far  Mr.  £mto— Meaara.  Albrifhl,   AllUoi 


.,  Dlitaaji, 


Bliu.  Brad«haw,  Brrnuin,  BuHinnoa,Duillnnine,  Jnmea 
H .  Campbell,  Lcwin  D.  CampbeB,  ChaOcr,  Eira  Claifc, 
CTlawHon,  Colrai,  Comida,  Covode,  Cranin,  CimibBrk, 
Damrell,  TimotJiy  DavU,  Day,  Dean,  De  Win,  Dick, 
Dlckion,  Dodd,  DllrTce,  tUwanb,  Eurie,  Flakier,  Gal- 
loway, Glddln(9,  Gilbert,  Granfer,  Grow.  KoVn  B.  flaU, 
Harlan,  HoUoway,  Thooiaa  R.  HoilDn,  Valentine  B.  Hor- 
loa,  Howard,  IIUftBlon,  Keteey,  Klaa,  Kaapp,  Kjiiiihl, 
Knowlion,  Knol,  Runkel,  Leiter,  Man,  MsnoaoBTMe- 
Cany,  Meacbani,  Kitlian  Miller,  Moriau,  Morrill,  Moil, 
Murray. NIchoIi,  Nonon,  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Pearcc, 
Pdlon,  Prnnington,  Perry,  FalUt,  Pike,  Prinfle,  Parviaoce, 
Ritchie,  Robbini,  Bobei^  Bobiaon,  snbin.  Sate,  Bapji, 
Bhermao,  ainimana,epinBei',BanloD,aiianaban,Tari|Hui, 
Thoringloo,  Thuraton,  Todd,  Traltna,  Tj-wn,  Wade, 
Wakeman,  WalbridRe,  Waldmn,  Cadwdader  C.  Wuh- 
^bume,  Ellihu  B.  Waalibunie,  Etraet  Wadlbtua,  Wation, 
Welch,  Wood,  WoodrufT,  and  Woodwortta. 

For  Mr.  fUcioiiliM— Meatn.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay, 
Barkadale,  Dell,  Henry  S.  Bennett,  Docoek,  Bowie,  Boyce, 
Branch,  Drooki,  Dumetl,  Cadwalader,  Caikie,  Clhiimin, 
Howell  Cobb,  WiJIiaiiHon  R.  W.  Cobb,  Cmite,  Cnwrord, 
Denver,  Dowdell,  EdDUDdMni,Blliait,  Entlltb,  Faulkner, 
Florenee,  Tliomna  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode,  Greenwood,  Au- 
■nenu  Hall,  Bampua  W.  Hanii,  Thoniaa  L.  Ilanle,  Her- 
bert, Hjckuan,  lloufton,  Jewelt,  Georne  W.  Jonea,  J. 
(Mncy  JoneaiKeltt,  Kelly, KUwell,  Leirher,  Lumpkin, 
Samuel  B.  Manhall,  Mat  well,  McMuUin,  McQueen,  Bmlttl 
Miller,  MlUaon,  Mordrcai  Oliver,  Orr,  Peck,  Phdp.,  Po*. 
ell,  Bninn.Ruin,  t<andidge.  Savage,  Beward,  Shorter,  Sam- 
uel A,  Smidi,  WllUain  Hmlth,  Btepheni.  Biewan,  T^boit, 
Tayhir.  Vail,Wamet,  Walluna,  Wella,  Wioalow,  and  John 
V.  WrlJ*t. 

For  Mr.  FtiUer—Me«n.  Ball,  Broom,  Jidin  P.  Campbell, 

Edle,  ^Uieridge,  Eustia,  Evans,  Foater,  J.  MorrlHni  Hanii' 
Hnrruon,  Haven,  Uoinnan,  Kronen,  Lake,Llndl<-  "- 

anderK.  Mankall,  Huir—      ' ■■'" 

Pnlne,  Porter,  Farynar,  B 

William  R.  timilii,  Bn(__,  _     .^..  _. 

" itney,  and  ZoUicoffat 

r.  Willlnmi 


nlllwai 
!,'Tri|i|K',  Uaderwoml, 


For  Mr.  Orr—Mr.' 

Far  Mr'.  \ 


ry  M.  Fuller. 


Mr.  ALEXANDER  K.  MARSHALL.  I 
move  that  wlicn  this  Houae  udjuunia,  it  adjourn 
to  meet  on  Monday  next  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.; 
and  upon  that  proposition  I  demand  the  yeas 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  there  were-~ 
yeaa  36,  nays  185;  as  foUowa: 

YEAS— Me»n.  Henry  3.  Benncn,  Bowie,  BaTce,Jamea 
H.  Campbell.  John  P.  Campbell,  Carulhen,  CNii,  Henry 
Winter  iHna,  EdmundKn,  EitMia,  Evang,  Fatter,  Henry 
H.  Fuller,  J.  Mnniiou  HHrrii,  Herbert.  Kelu,  Kcnneu, 
Kunkel,Lake,  Lindlcy,  Aieigudei  K.  ManifaallTMcMuinn, 

IJam  Bnilh',  William  It-  Bnitli,  Biej^ena,  Bwope.l^alker, 
Weill,  and  Zollieoffct-'3G, 

NAV8— McsMj.  Aiken.  Albiiiht,  Allen,  Alli«m,  Ball, 
Barbour,  Barclay,  BarkHliUc,  Bell,  lleni^'  Brniietl,  Benson, 
Billlnibar'l,  Bingham,  Bishop,  DIIm,  Bocock,  BiaiNhaw, 
Blanch,  Itrcmon,  Rrooki,  Binom.  Bufflngton,  Burlingaine, 
Bumeil,  Cndwalader,  Lewis  D.  Campbell, C'arlile.OaKkie, 
Chaffee,  Baj-ard  Clark,  Eara  Cluk,  Clamoa,  ciinfman. 


Howea  Cobb,  WUIianwHi  R.  W.  Cobb,  Collhi,  Cemina, 
CovDde,Cniiln.Cmi*e,CrawI)Hd,Cullen.Canibark.Dain 
reU,  Timi>ih>  DavJj.Day,  Dean,  Dcnv,ir,De  K'ni,  DIek, 
Diekaon,  Ihidd,  Dowdetl,  Dunn,  Durfrc.  E>twud^<,  Etituli, 
Enir>e,  En[llih,  EthPrldie,  Faulkner,  Flacler,  Florenee, 
Thomaa  J.  D.  Fuller,  G^lnmy,  Giddln(i>,  Gilbert.  Gonde, 
looil.  Grow,  AuEusluH  Hall,  Robert  B.  HalL 
i  W.  Ilnrrlr  *- '    " — '-  " — ' — 


n,  Sampaon  M 


Valeni 


tlnrrla,  Thoinat 
,  llollDWa' 
on,  Hiiv 

Xini.Knaop,  Kniihl,  Ki 
LupipklD,M|iee,Huinphi  .    __ 
Matteiwn,  Bniwell,  McCany,  H 
likii  Milter,  Bniilh  Miller,  MUi«aa, 


irrla,  HarriKin, 
,  1  uniiaa  It.  Ilofton, 
'd,  Hufhaun.Jewen, 
'|]y,Kebey,KidwcII, 


n^encham,  Kil- 

■n,  .viumy,  nicnaia,  norton,  Andrew  OUver,  lifanlHM 
Iver,  Parker,  Pearee,  Peek,  Pellon,  FenniDflon,  Perry, 
nil,  Pholpa,  Pike,  Prinze,  PurviaBce,  Puirear.  Bea4e, 
ichie,  Rlvem,  RobUnii,  KirtMrta,  RnMaon,  BulPn,  Ron, 

Wn,  Suite,  BiindldKe,  9>pp.  " —   " ■    "■— 

oner,  SUnniona,  Bamuel  A.  Sn 

1,  iiiewart,  SiianBhan,  Talbon,  Tappan,  Taylnr,  Thor- 

pon,  Thurnlon,  Todd,  Trallon,  Trippe,  Tyaoi    "   ' 


ward,  anen 

d,Spinnet,F 

n,  Taylnr,  T 

.-,,  ',  Tyaon. t'rnici- 

w*^ni,  Till,,  taiK.  ii4iur,  Tt asumnii,  Walbrldip'. tValdron, 
Warner.(;ari«dladcrC.  Washhurne,ElllhiiB.  WiuAbnme, 
Iirael  Waalibum,  Waiklna,  Walton.  Wcleh,  Wheeler, 
WUIiamJ.  Winslow,  Wood,  WoodriUT,  Woodworth,  aud 
John  V.  Wn(ht— Its. 

The  Clerk  again  called  the  roll,  and  the  follow- 
ing was  the  result  of  the  fifty-nintb  vote:  Whole 
number  of  votes  cast,  394;  necessary  to  nchoke, 
113;  of  which— 

Nathaniel  P.  Banka  recelvad ,. 105 

Willi  - 


Benjamin  F.  Leiter... 


.  41 


The  following  ia  the  vote  in  detail: 

Far  Mr.  Bowla— Mean*.  AlbrintM,  Allleon,  Barbour,  Hea- 

17  Bennett,  Benno,  Billinahuni,  BinfhBm.  Bnbop,  Uliaa, 

Bradihaw,  Btenlon,  BalBniton,   Burllnnme,  Jamaa  Et. 

Camjibell,  Lewia  D.  Campbell,  tThaflbe.  ^la  (71ack,'Claw- 


y  DBVii,ltay,DBan,De  WM,  DIek,  Dickaon,  Dodd, 
Durfte,Edwards,&Brle,Fla(ler,<Wloway,  Giddlnga,  Oil- 
ben,  Clratiier,  Onnr.  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan,  Holtoway, 
Tbonla  R.  Horton,  Valentine  B.  Hortnn,  Howard,  Haftn- 
tnn,  Kehey.  Kinf,  Knanp,  KniRtal,  Kmnrlton,  Knol.  Kub- 
kel,  Leiler.  Maiiwnn,  MrCaily,  Heocham,  Killlan  Miller, 
Moi(an,  Morrill,  Moti,  Munay,  Niehob,  Norton,  Andrew 
Oliver,  Parker,  Pearcc,  Feltou,  Penniniion,  peny,  PeiUl, 
Pike,  Prinfle,  PurvlBBCe,  Eiiebie,  RobtSna,  Kahem,  Ko}ii- 
H>n,Sabln,Sage,aapp,Sli '^ ° — 


■.  RkiflTdiM— Heean.   Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay, 
■.  KMi.  Hmn  8,  Bennett,  nocDek,Bawie,  Boyew- 
It,  Cadwalader.  Cannhen,  (Taskii 


Cllngman,  Howell  Cobb,  WillHunaon  R.  W.  Cobb,  Craige, 
Cnwford,  Denver,  Dowdrll,  Ertmundaon,  Elliott, Encllah, 
Fnulkucr,  Florenee,  Thomai  i.  D.  Fuller,  Goode,  Gmen- 
wood,  Augusina  Hall,  BainpMn  W.  HaTii:<,  Thomaa  I<. 

.. — ._   ..__.. —    ..,_. HomtoB,  Jewetl,  Georae  W. 

I,  J.  wiancyjonc^  Kcllt,   Kelly.    KIdttell,  ■  — ' 

pW,  Bamuel  a.  Manhall,  Maiwell.  McMi 


Ilarrii,  Herbert.  Hickman,  HooatoB, 

Jonea,  J.  GlancyJone^  Kdlt,  Kelly.  Kldwell,  Letther, 

Lumpkin,  Bamuel  a.  Manhall,  Maiwell.  McMullin,  Mc~ 

Oneen, Smith Miller.MUlaon,  Mordccaiaiiver,  Orr  Peck, 
Fhelna,  Powell,  Qoltman,  Buffin,  Ruit,  Saadidie,  Savan, 
BewBid,  ebDrter.  Bamuel  A.  Bmilh,  William  SniiUi,Sie- 
phena,  Stewart,  Talbntt,  Taylor,  Vair,  Warner,  Watkina, 
Wella,  Wintlow,  and  Jolin  V.  Wrifhi. 

For  Mr.  .fUIer— Meaaia.  Ball,  Bioom,  John  P.  Camp- 
bell, Dayard  Clark,  Carlile,  Co*,  Cullea,  Henry  Winter 
Davia,  Edie,  Ethorid^.  Enalia,  Enina,  Fo>ler,  J.  MorriiMa 
IJarria.  Ilarrlaoa,  Haven,  Hofltnati,  Kcnnetl,  Lake.  Iflnd- 
ley,  AleinndetK.Manbnn,  Humphrey  Marahall.Millwanl, 
Moore,  Paine,  Foner,  Puri'ear,  Heade,  Ready,  Rieaud, 
Riven,  Bcon,  William  R.  BiDiiti,  Sneed,  Bwopc,  Tiippe, 
Underwood.  Valk.  Walker,  Whitney,  and  ZolHeoSer. 

For  Mr.  Orr-Mr.  Williama. 

For  Mr.  Leiter— Mr.  Dunn. 

Far  Mr.  Hiclman—Mr.  tllrhardvHI. 

Mr.  ETHERIDGE.  It  is  very  evident  ihat  we 
can  accomplish  nothing  by  batlolin)^;  nnd  [  there- 
fore move  that  the  House  stand  adjourned  till  to- 

Mr.  CtJMBACC  Before  the  House  adjourns. 


hia  evening  of  Anti-Nebmskaites 

glriesofOrderl"  "Order"'] 
r.  LETCHER.    1  ask  for  teQcrs  on  the  mo- 
ion  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  MORQAN.     I   i»ll   for   (he    yeas  and 
lays. 
The  yens  ai 


G  ordered;  and  Muaai 


ported— ayes  '. 

So  the  moli. 

half  past  two 


Vail  and 

divided;   and  the  tellers  re- 
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HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Satitedat,  December  15, 1855. 

The  House  was  called  to  order  by  the  Clerk  at 
twelve  o'clock,  m. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

ELECTION  OF  SPEAKER.    ^ 

Mr.  HICKMAN.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  moye  the 
fbllowiiig  resolution: 

Aevotveif,  That  no  perron  flhatl  be  qonsidered  a  candidate 
ibr  Speaker  of  tbfai  HoiiBe  who  aHall  ndt  be  supported  as 
racb  upon  the  sixtieth  vote;  that  upon  the  said  sutietU 
Tote,  and  each  aubwquent  vote  being  taken,  the  candidate 
haviiic  the  lowest  vote,  or  the  eandiOates,  where  two.  or 
nHire  oave  an  equal  vote,  and  below  that  of  the  other  cafi- 
diiaieB.  shall  be  stricken  from  the  list  of  caadiduea  until 
two  only  shall  remain  to  be  voted  for,  when  the  vete  shall 
be  taken  on  the  said  remaining  two,  and  the  person  then 
having  tile  highest  vote  shall  be  the  duly  elected  Speaker, 
provimd  he  mall  have  a  mijoilty  of  a  quorum  of  the  meni- 
bers  oftbe  Uoose* 

And  upon  the  resolution  I  ask  for  the!  ydas  and 
nays.         

Mr.  MATTESON.  I  move  to  lay  that  reso- 
lution on  the  table. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  have  a  substitute  which  I 
wish  to  offer  for  that  resolution. 

The  CLERK.  A  motion  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table  having  been  made,  it  is  believed  that 
a  substitute  is  not  m  order. 

[Loud  cries  of,  ••  Let  us  hear  the  substitute  J" 
"Read!"  "Read!"] 

The  substitute  ofiered  by  Mr.  Lbtcher  was 
read,  as  follows: 

Whereas  this  House  has  been  enga^  in  a  fruitless  ef- 
fan  to  onranize^  by  the  election  of  a  Speaker,  for  near  two 
weeks:  Thererore, 

Reaohed,  That  the  Clerk  prepare  a  letter,  to  be  ^gped 
by  each  memt>erof  this  House,  resigning  his  seat,  in  order 
that  a  new  election  may  be  held  in  each  congressional  dis- 
trict In  the  States  ind  in  all  i3ie  Territories. 

Many  Members.  That  is  right.  Let  us  vote 
for  that.     [Laurfiter  and  excitement.] 

Mr.  MATTESON.  .1  move  to  lay  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr. 
Hickman]  on  the  table;  and  on  that  motion  1  call 
for  the  yeas  and  nayv. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  Mr.  Clerk,  has  the 
substitute  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  been 
admitted  ? 

The  CLERK.  No,  sir;  the  Substitute  is  not 
in  order. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  appeal  to  the 
gentleman  who  made  the  motion  to  lay  the  reso- 
lution on  the  table  to  withdraw  his  motion,  so  as 
to  enable  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  to  offer  his 
resolution  as  a  substitute  for  the  original  resolu- 
tion, and  let  us  have  a  vote  upon  tliat  substitute. 

Mr.  MATTESON.  I  withdraw  my  motion  for 
that  purpose. 

Mr.  SAGE.    Mr.  Clerk 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  (interrupting.)  I 
believe  I  have  the  floor.  I  had  the  floor,  and 
requested  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Matteson]  to  withdraw  his  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  to  offer  his  substitute.  I  under- 
stand that  the  gentleman  from  New  York  has 
withdrawn  his  motion. 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  propose  an  amendment  to  the 
substitute  offered  oy  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia; and  that  is,  that  the  gentleman  offering  that 
substitute  shall  lead  off  by  resigning  first,  and 
having  the  House  to  act  on  that  resignation,  and 
then  have  every  gentleman  who  favors  the  plan 
follow  it,  until  we  ^ct  through. 

r  Laughter  and  cnes  of,  "Good!"  "Good!"] 

Mr.  LETCHER.  In  reply  to  that  suggestion, 
I  would  say  that  I  shall  very  cheerfully  comply 
with  it,  if  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
SageI  will  give  me  the  assurance  that  he  will 
play  lair  and  follow  my  example. 

Now,  sir,  it  is  perfectly  eviaent  from  the  state 
of  things  here,  that  we  are  not  likely  to  organize 
for  some  time  to  come,  and  I  think  it  more  than 
probable  that  if  we  should  resign  and  go  home, 
It  Would  be  a  very  difficult  matter  for  the  people 
to  send  back  a  number  of  gentlemen  who  would 
have  the  same  difliculty  in  electing  a  Speaker  that 
we  have  had. 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  will  not  pledge  myself  to  com- 
ply with  the  wishes  of  the  eentleman  from  Vir- 
Sinia,  from  the  fact  that  I  feel  conscious  of  having 
one  my  duty  here,  in  compliance  with  the  senti- 
ments of  the  people  who  have  sent  me  here;  and 
until  I  become  satisfied  that  my  efforts  here  ore 


fruitless,  I  shall  not  consent  to  resign  my  seat. 
I  am  acting  with  the  majority  of  those  who  stand 
here  in  opposition  to  the  Administration;  and  I 
intend  to  act  not  in  any  factious  opposition.  The 
delay  in  the  organization  of  the  House  is  no  fault 
of  mine.  Ana  let  me  assure  my  friend  from  Vir- 
ginia, that  if  the  signs  of  the  times  do  not  deceive 
us,  we  will  not  trouble  him  with  voting  many 
times  longer. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  think  the  resolution  of- 
fered by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr. 
Hickman]  comes  from  a  very -appropriate  Quar- 
ter. It  comes  from  the  faction  that  has  stood  out 
here  for  two  weeks,  preventing  an  organization 
of  the  House.  [Laughter.]  And,  Mr.  Clerk,  I 
believe  that  that  gentleman  ought  to  be  followed 
by  that  entire  faction,  if  they  adopt  the  resolution 
and  carry  it  out  in  good  faith,  so  far  as  they  are 
concerned.    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  should  like  to  be  informed, 
before  I  adopt  the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  whether  Re  believes,  if  the  Democratic 
party  should  think  proper  to  withdraw  from  the 
Half,  the  balance  of  them  could  elect  a  Speaker! 
[Great  laughter.]  As  matters  stand  at  present, 
the  Opposition  seem  to  be  entirely  in  a  state  of 
confusion.  The  happy  family  seem  to  be  rather 
in  a  destitute  condition;  I  doubt  whether  they 
could  organize  the  House,  if  left  to  themselves.  I 
doubt  whether  they  could  get  a  majority  then  to 
agree  upon  any  candidate.  There  seems  to  be 
greater  hostility  between  the  different  factiohs  of 
the  Opposition,  than  there  is  between  either  of 
them  and  the  Democratic  party. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  will  respond  to  the  inter- 
rogatory of  the  gentleman  from  Virg^inia  cheer- 
fully. I  do  not  think  the  difficulty  is  so  great 
with  us  as  he  seems  to  suppose.  I  think  if  those 
gentlemen  with  whom  he  acts  will  just  step  out 
of  the  Hall  for  about  fifteen  minutes,  they  will 
find  that  we  can  organize.     [Renewed  laughter.] 

Mr.  WADE  obtained  the  floor. 

rCries  of  "Call  the  roll!"]      • 

Mr.  WADE.  I  will  trouble  the  House  but 
just  a  minute.  I  do  not  think  the  resolution  of 
the  gentleman  fcom  Virginia  [Mr.  LetcherI  is 
extensive  enough.  [Cnes  of  "  Call  the  roll!" 
"  No  more  speeches!"  Ac]  Gentlemen  cannot 
cry  me  down.  I  do  not  wish  to  speak  but  for  a 
moment;  but  I  will  not  be  put  down.  [Cries  of 
"Order!"] 

Mr.  DITnN.  I  demand  to  know  upon  what 
question  the  House  is  to  vote  ? 

Mr.  WADE.     I  do  not  yield  the  floor. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  will  state  the  ques- 
tion; but  he  first  will  ask  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Sage]  whether  he  persists  in 
his  amendment  to  the  substitute?* 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  must  persist  in  it,  if  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  persists  in  his  substitute. 

Mr.  LETOHER.  As  gentlemen  upon  the  other 
side  of  the  House  seem  to  be  in  trouble  about 
my  proposition 

Mr.  WADE.  I  have  the  floor,  and  I  do  not 
yield  it  for  any  purpose.  I  ask  the  Clerk  if  I 
nave  not  the  floor.' 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  is 
entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  K.  MARSHALL.  I 
move  to  lay  the  whole  matter  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  WADE.  The  gentleman  cannot  make 
that  motion  while  I  have  the  floor.  I  do  not 
yield  it  to  him  or  any  one  else  for  any  purpose 
whatever. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  As  gentlemen  upon  the 
other  side  seem  to  be  in  trouble  about  my  propo- 
sition, and  as  I  am  pretty  sure  they  would  not 
accede  to  it  if  adoptea  by  our  side,  I  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  WADE.  1  cannot  yield  the  floor  for  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  to  withdraw  his  propo- 
sition, until  I  have  made  a  suggestion  by  way  of 
making  it  more  perfect.  I  think  his  substitute 
does  not  extend  far  enough.  If  he  will  make  it 
extend  to  the  whole  Administration ,  and  let  the 
President  resign,  and  the  whole  matter  be  referred 
together  back  to  the  people,  I  will  agree  to  it 
with  my  whole  heart  and  soul. 

Many  Members.  That's  right!  That's  the 
proposition ! 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  have  the  floor  now,  I 
believe,  and  will  withdraw  my  proposition. 

The  CLERK.  The  quesuon  is  upon  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Sage]  to  the  substitute. 


Mr.  MATTESON.  I  now  renew  my  motion 
to  lay  the  whole  proposition  on  the  table. 

Mr.  KEITT.  What  is  the  proposition  the 
gentleman  moves  to  lay  upon  the  table? 

The  CLERK.  It  is  tne  original  resolution 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
with  the  amendments. 

Mr.  MATTESON.  I  demand  the  yens  and 
nays  upon  the  Question. 

Mr.  HICKMAN.  We  have  been  engaged 
now  for  many  days  in  a  fruitless  effort  to  elect  a 
Speaker  to  preside  over  this  House. 

Mr.  MATTESON.  I  rise  to  a  quescion  of 
order.  The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  is  not 
debatable. 

Several  Members.  No  matter.  Don  *t  inter- 
rupt him. 

Mr.  MATTESON.  Very  weU.  I  will  not 
insist  upon  the  question  of  order. 

Mr.  HICKMAN.  I  say  we  have  been  en- 
gaged for  many  days  in  a  fruitless  effort  to  elect 
a  S|>eaker  of  this  House.  It  is  to  be  presumed, 
sir — for  I  entertain  no  presumption  to  the  con- 
trary— that  we  all  desire  an  early  organization  of 
the  House;  and  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  testing 
the  sti-ength  of  this  feeling  that  I  have  offered  the 
resolution  now  before  you,  for  it  is  perfectly  evi- 
dent that  if  the  resolution  is  to  pass,  an  orja^ani-* 
zation  must  be  effected  before  many  additional 
voles  shall  have  been  taken;  and^it  may  be 
eftected  this  day.  I  have  offered  it  also  for  the^ 
purpose  of  ascertaininff  distinctly  who  are  and 
who  are  not  in  favor  of  an  early  organization. 

It  has  been , said,  and  no  doubt  the  country, 
in  part,  believes  it,  whether  it  be  true  or  not, 
that  the  reason  why  an  organization  cannot  be 
effected,  is  because  of  the  numerous  candidates 
in  anticipation,  who  have  not  yet  been  taken  up 
as  such  to  any  considerable  extent,  and  who  are, 
therefore,  interested  in  preventing  an  organization 
by  the  election  of  any  of  the  present  candidates. 
Now,  sir,  the  resolution  whicn  I  have  presented 
cuts  off  any  such  persons  as  these  from  the  possi- 
bility of  becoming  candidates,  unless  they  shall 
be  voted  for  on  the  first  ballot  this  morning.  The 
next  ballot  will  cut  off  the  candidates  receiving  the 
lowest  number  of  votes,  thus  reducing  the  num- 
ber by  one,  and  so  on  until  the  number  is  cut 
down  to  the  two  candidates  from  whom  the  elec- 
tion must  be  made. 

These  are  the  reasons  which  have  influenced 
me  in  presenting  this  resolution,  which  I  have 
done  upon  my  own  responsibility,  without  the 
solicitation  of  any  man. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  was  not  in  the  House 
when  the  resolution  was  offered  by  my  friend  over 
the  way,  fMr.  Hickman,]  and  I  ask  that  it  may  be 
again  read. 

The  resolution  was  again  reported. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  hope  that  it 
will  not  be  the  pleasure  of  the  House  to  adopt 
that  resolution .  Though  not  of  a  novel  character, 
yet,  sir,  it  is  a  proposition  that  has  never  been 
adopted  within  my  knowledge  by  this  or  any 
other  legislative  body. 

It  will  be  remembered  by  you,  sir,  and  by  this 
House,  that  day  before  yesterday  I  gave  notice 
that  unless  an  election  was  effected  within  two  or 
three  days  thereafter,  I  would  submit  a  proposi- 
tion by  way  of  compromise.  And  I  now  under- 
take to  say  that  if  it  be  the  will  of  the  body  to 
vote  down  the  pending  proposition,  I  shall,  in 
good  faith,  on  Monday  next  present  my  compro- 
mise. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Alabama.  What  is  the  nature 
of  your  proposition  ? 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  shall  offer  it  in  due  time, 
and  when  presented  gentlemen  can  then  ascertain 
its  nature. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  Offer  it  now.  You  will 
keep  us  in  suspense  unless  you  do. 

Mr.  McMULLINt  Mr.  Clerk,  I  will  not  un- 
dertake to  Say  to  the  House  that  my  proposition, 
when  submitted,  will  receive  the  sanction  of  a 
majority  of  members;  but  I  will  say  that  it  shall 
bear  upon  its  face  the  principle  of  equity  and 
justice — much  more  so  than  docs  the  one  now 
under  consideration.  And  I  will  go  further,  and 
add,  that  if  it  be  the  pleasure  of  the  House  to 
adopt  my  proposition,  I  can  guaranty  imme- 
diately thereafter  a  speedy  organization  of  the 
body. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.    State  your  proposition. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.    Mr.  Clerk,  I  had  hoped 
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from  the  repeated  notices  which  had  been  §:ivcn, 
and  more  especially  from  that  given  out  last  even- 
ing, that  we  woula  have  assembled  here  to-day, 
and  at  once  have  succeeded  in  effectingan  election. 

Mr.  MATTESON.  Perhaps  we  shall.  [Laugh- 
ter.] 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  Then,  with  my  friend 
from  New  York,  I  hope  we  shall  vote  down  the 
proposition  which  has  been  submitted  by  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Hickmak.] 

Mr.  MATTESON.  That  is  just  what  we  are 
going  to  do.     [Renewed  laughter.] 

Mr.  McMULLIN.    That  is  very  well,  then. 

Mr.  ENGLISH.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  desire  to  say 
a  few  words  in  reference  to  this  question.  I  hope 
no  extraordinary  expedient  will  be  resorted  to 
for  the  purpose  of  electing  a  presiding  officer  of 
this  House;  and  I  shall  be  much  surprised  if  any 
such  proposition  shall  meet  with  favor  from  the 
Democratic  side. 

Sir,  it  is  not  the  fault  of  this  side  that  many 
days  of  valuable  time  and  thousands  of  the  peo- 
ple's  money  have  been  squandered  in  a  fruitless 
effort  to  elect  a  presiding  officer.  No,  sir;  the 
resDonsibility  is  with  the  majority  upon  this  floor; 
with  those  men  m4>o  have  filled  the  land  with 
►  clamor  about  "  Americans  ruline  America,'*  and 
who  are  now  manifestiujg  to  tne  country  their 
peculiar  fitness  to  administer  the  affairs  of  this 
great  Government;  since,  with  an  overwhelming 
majority,  and  after  some  fifty -odd  ballots,  they 
have  been  unable  to  even  elect  a  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

A  Voice.    Have  the  Opposition  a  majority? 

Mr.  ENGLISH.  Yes,  sir;  the  Opposition 
claim  to  have  a  majority  of  fifty  or  sixty  votes. 
It  is  conceded  that  they  have.  Reverse  the  ex- 
isting condition  of  affairs',  and  ^ve  the  Demo- 
crats a  majority;  yes,  a  majority  of  but  one; 
and  we  shtul  have  a  presiding  officer  elected  on 
the  first  call  of  the  roll.  And  why?  Because 
the  Democratic  party  is  a  national  party,  with 
clear  and  well-defined  principles,  which  are  as 
broad  as  the  Republic,  and  as  dear  to  the  true 
men  of  one  section  of  the  Union  as  the  other. 

I  again  repeat,  let  us  have  no  extraordinary 
expedients.  We  have  had  too  many  instances 
since  the  organization  of  a  certain  modern  party 
in  this  country  of  extraordinary  expedients  D^ing 
resorted  to  in  order  to  ccu-ry  elections;  some  o? 
them,  I  regret  to  say,  as  disgraceful  as  they  were 
extraordinary.  Let  us  have  none  of  it  here.  Let 
us  abide  by  the  usage  of  this  and  other  legislative 
bodies.  Let  us  stand  by  our  principles  and  the 
nominees  of  the  Democratic  caucus. 

For  mjself  I  have  no  concessions  to  make,  no 
proposition  to  offer  or  entertain.  I  shall  continue 
to  stand  where  I  always  have  stood,  upon  the 
old-fashioned  Democratic  platform — the  platform 
of  the  Constitution  and  the  Union.  The  Oppo- 
sition may  come  to  this  platform,  but  I  shall  not 
go  to  theirs,  nor  shall  I  meet  them  on  any  middle 
ground ;  and  even  if  the  twelve  Apostles  differed 
with  me  in  this  instance,  1  should  hesitate  about 
compromising  with  tliem  unless  tliey  subscribed 
fully  to  the  Democratic  creed.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  HUMPHREY  MARSHALL.  I  trust, 
Mr.  Clerk,  that  the  attempt  to  place  this  House 
under  an  extraordinary  rule  will  not  succeed.  I 
unfortunately  belong  to  the  minority.  [Laugh- 
ter.] I  do  not  claim  to  be  a  member  of  that 
majority  upon  which  the  gentleman  from  Indiana 
[Mr.  English]  says  the  responsibility  of  our 
organization  rests.  I  think  the  country  cannot 
fan  to  perceive  its  own  image  in  its  representation 
here.  As  a  member  of  that  minority,  I  rejoice 
that  the  country  will  have  the  data,  by  our  diffi- 
culties here,  on  which  to  form  a  sound  judgment 
upon  the  issues  presented,  and  on  which  to  choose 
between  the  members  of  the  triangle  that  we  form 
here  at  present.  I  am  willing  to  abide  the  sense 
of  the  country.  I  believe  that  we  are  well  en- 
gaged, and  profitably  to  the*  country,  in  making 
this  exhibition.  If  you  adopt  that  resolution, 
what  do  you  leave  to  the  minority,  to  which  I 
belong— whose  position  is  national — except  to 
turn  its  back  and  let  the  two  sectional  parties  of  this 
House  manage  the  best  way  they  can  ?  [Laughter.  ] 
I  trust  that  thegentlemen  on  tne  other  side  of  the 
House,  who  claim  to  be — 1  do  not  exactly  know 
what  to  call  them,  but  I  suppose  it  is  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  if  they  prefer  the  name.  I  hope 
they  will  take  a  word  in  season,  and  not  bring 
this  thing  to  a  premature  dtnouiment. 


Mr.  DUNN.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  wish  to  make  a  ] 
suggestion  in  regard  to  the  language  of  the  reso- 
lution. I  believe  that  it  proposes  to  this  House 
this:  That  in  certain  contingencies,  which  are  to 
arise  in  the  progress  of  our  balloting,  persons, 
who  by  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  of  the 
country  are  eligible  to  office,  shall,  by  that  reso- 
tion,  be  rendered  ineligible.  I  should  like  to 
know  who  confers  authority  for  this  extraordi- 
nary system  of  ostracism? 

There  is  another  fact  in  connection  with  some 
portions  of  the  resolution  to  which  I  invite  the 
attention  of  gentlemen.  It  declares  that  after  the 
first  ballot  those  who  shall  have  received  the 
lowest  vote — and  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  this 
is  the  action  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in 
an  inchoate  condition,  and  not  that  of  a  caucus — 
shall  be  ostracized ;  that  is,  shall  be  no  longer  re- 
garded as  candidates.  Are  they  not  to  be  rendered 
incapable  of  those  honors  which  the  laws  of  the 
land  and  the  Constitution  of  the  country  give 
them  ?  Are  they  not  to  be  considered  as  recu- 
sants, and  to  have  their  votes,  if  they  choose  to 
adhere  to  our  first  choice,  stricken  from  your 
record?  You  are  required  to  keep  a  record  of  all 
your  proceedings.  If  I  see  fit  not  to  vote  for  A 
or  B  or  C,  and  adhere  to  Z,  can  you  strike  my 
name  and  my  vote  from  your  roll,  or  disregard 
it  altogether  ? 

I  grant  tliat  you  may  in  direct  terms  say  that  a 
plurality  vote  shall  prevail — and  that  is  what  the 
thing  comes  to  at  last.  Then,  why  not  say  so  in 
plain  words? — that  in  the  next  vote  which  we 
shall  take,  the  member  having  a  plurality  of  votes 
shall  be  declared  Speaker. 

Now,  sir,  my  colleague  over  the  way  [Mr. 
English]  fell  into  a  little  excitement  this  morning 
— I  regretted  to  see  it — ^about  what  he  supposes 
is  a  great  disorganizing  and  disturbing  spirit  in 
the  l«uid  growing  out  of  the  party  catchword,  that 
"Americans  sheul  rule  America."  I  believe  that 
where  I  am  best  known,  it  is  perfectly  well  un- 
derstood that  I  ^o  not  sympattiize  with  all  the 
sentiments  that  are  attrwuied  to  the  American 
party,  but  I  take  the  gentleman  upon  the  words  he 
has  used  here,  and  I  ask  him,  if  Americans  shall 
not  rule  America,  who  he  says  fehall?  Let  him 
answer  that  question.  [Loua  cries  of  **  Good ! " 
"Good!"] 

I  have  another  word  of  reply  to  make  to  my 
very  worthy  colleague,  and  I  do  it  in  all  kind- 
ness— for  he  is  agentlcman  for  whom  I  have  entire 
respect.  He  says,  falling  into  the  cry  of  certain 
newspapers  that  arc  bringing  to  bear  a  vast 
amount  of  outward  pressure,  that  we  are  wast- 
ing thf  precious  time  and  precious  treasure  of  the 
people;  and  I  suppose,  sir,  that  when  we  have 
chosen  a  presiding  officer  of  this  House,  then 
we  shall  hear,  instead  of  its  being  a  wasting  of 
thousands  of  the  precious  treasure  of  the  country, 
that  we  have  opened  the  flood-gates  to  robbers, 
and  that  they  have  plundered  the  country  of  mil- 
lions. [Laughter  and  cries  of  "good !")  Such 
has  been  the  past  history  of  some  parties  that  we 
know  of  in  tuis  country,  and  I  think  there  had 
better  not  be  a  commencement  of  casting  stones 
from  certain  quarters  just  yet  on  that  subject. 
We  had  better  w^ait  a  nttle  until  we  are  in  a  con- 
dition to  compare  notes. 

Now,  I  have  a  word  or  two  to  say  in  conclu- 
sion in  relation  to  the  organization  of  the  House. 
I  have  been  willing  to  adopt  any  mode  which  oc- 
curred to  me  as  practicable  to  organize  this  House. 
I  have  seen  no  mode  suggested  as  yet,  which,  in 
my  judgment,  would  be  likely  to  lead  to  an  early 
result  upon  that  subject. 

I  do  not  intend  to  make  any  remarks  reflecting 
on  the  course  of  any  gentleman  for  his  local  and 
personal  preferences.  From  the  first,  I  have  had 
none;  but  perceiving,  as  I  thought,  after  certain 
things  had  occurred  here,  whicn  are  known  to 
tlie  public,  a  determination  to  force  all  men  into 
a  certain  position,  local  and  personal,  I  have 
chosen  for  one  to  hold  back.  There  are  other 
reasons,  with  which,  for  the  present,  I  do  not 
intend  to  disturb  this  House.  I  shall  make  no 
remarks  which  would  kindle  up  unkind  feelings 
here.  But  let  me  ask  tlioee  who  are  so  anxious  to 
place  myself  and  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Scott,]  and 
otlier  gentlemen,  who  do  not  choose  to  come  up 
to  the  mark,  with  ropes  upon  our  hands,  and 
register  an  edict  against  us — let  me  ask  them  to 
wait,  and  we  shall,  by  and  by,  have  an  explana- 
Uon  which  will,  perhaps,  satisfy  some  of  them. 


Mr.  WHEELER.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  have  no  dii- 
position  to  create  any  difficulty  in  the  organization 
of  this  House;  but  as  I  have  been  daguerreotyped 
in  certain  quarters  as  bcin^  one  of  tlie  individuals 
who  prevent  an  organization,  I  have  waited  pa- 
tiently for  an  opportunity  to  reply,  and  to  gire 
some  reasons  why  I  am  not  to  be  roped  in  or 
used  as  a  tool  by  a  corrupt  lobby,  or  by  any  press 
in  this  country. 

Sir,  I  came  into  this  Hall  in  the  last  Congress 
an  adherent  of  the  National  Democratic  party, 
and  I  took  ground  upon  the  threshold  against 
the  present  Administration,  for  its  appointment 
of  men  to  office  whom  1  knew  to  be  Free-Soilers, 
I  opposed  that  Administration  openly  and  plainly 
I  came  in,  as  I  have  said,  a  National  Democrat, 
upon  the  compromise  measures  of  1850  as  a 
finality — upon  the  platform  laid  down  by  the 
Democratic  Convention  at  Baltimore,  opposing 
the  agitation  of  the  question  of  slavery,  either  in 
Congress  or  out  of  it,  in  any  shape  or  form  in 
which  it  might  be  attempted. 

Well,  sir,  ^ntlemen  on  the  Democratic  side  of 
the  House  diflfered  from  me  upon  that  subject 
They  introduced  a  measure  here  which  I  deemed 
tantamount  to  opening  tlie  flood-gates  of  agita- 
tion. I  opposea  it  strenuously.  I  was  thus 
thrown,  witn  many  of  my  collea£;ues,  into  work- 
ing with  gentlemen  with  whom  I  had  diflfered  all 
my  life. 

I  went  home,  upon  that  simple  issue,  an  anti- 
Nebraska  Democrat.  I  received  a  Dcmocratie 
nomination,  and,  by  the  aid  of  votes  in  ray  dis- 
trict of  edl  parties,  I  came  back. 

A  gentleman  has  been  voted  for  who  I  person- 
ally respect,  [Mr.  Banks,]  and  in  Uie  remarks 
which  I  propose  to  make  I  intend  him  no  un- 
kindness.  When  the  Nebraska  bill  was  before 
this  body  in  the  last  Co^ess,  he  took  ground 
dififerent  from  what  I  did.  He  voted  upon  a 
motion  made  by  Mr.  Richardson  to  suspend  the 
rules,  and  released  that  bill  from  the  tomb  id 
which  it  had  been  placed  by  its  opponents,  and 
brought' it  to  a  direct  vote,  which  rendered  il3 
passage  inevitable. 

I  have  held  myself  aloof,  acting  as  an  inde- 
pendent Representative;  and  because  some  few 
gentlemen  have  chosen  to  cast  scattering  votes 
for  me,  I  have  been  held  up  as  an  aspirant  for 
the  Speakership. 

Pursued  by  a  corrupt  lobby,  entreated  and 
threatened,  1  have  respectfully  declined  to  do 
anything  but  upon  my  own  responsibility — to 
act  in  accordance  with  my  own  Jua^raent  of  what 
I  deem  to  be  right,  so  that  I  might  have  the 
approval  of  my  own  conscience,  even  if  I  did  not 
have  the  approval  of  other  men. 

I  do  not  intend,  at  any  time,  either  now  or 
hereafter,  to  be  made  to  vote  for  any  man  or  any 

froposition  in  conflict  with  my  own  sentimenta. 
shall  discharge  my  duty  regardless  of  men  or 
party.    I  am  the  tool  of  neither. 

When  this  election  is  over,  I  may  giye  my 
reasons  in  detail  for  the  course  I  have  seen  fit  to 

Eursue  in  this  contest;  and  I  hope  that  they  will 
e  satisfactory.  I  shall  certainly  feel  that  I  have 
discharged  my  duty.  I  shall  identify  mys^'f 
with  no  extremist,  Nortli  or  South;  but  1  shall 
stand  here  to  aid  in  maintaining  the  integrity  of 
this  Union. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Tennessee.  It  is  not  my  in- 
tention to  enter  into  the  discussion  of  any  sub- 
ject that  has  been  brought  before  the  House  this 
morning.  I  seek  the  floor  for  a  dififerent  purpose, 
and  regard  this  as  an  appropriate  time  to  bring 
to  the  notice  of  the  House  the  remarks  made  a 
few  days  since  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio. 
There  are  many  politico  parties  now  in  the 
House  of  Representatives;  they  are  called  by 
various  names, and  it  is  difi^cult  to  distinguish  m 
reference  to  any,  except  that  Spartan  band  who 
have  from  the  first  voted  for  Mr.  Richardsok. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  when  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Campbell,]  to  whom  1 
shall  address  a  question — the  first  prominent 
Opposition  candidate  foi*  Speaker,  (for  there 
really  are  so  many  parties  here  amongst  the  Know 
Nothings  and  Fusionists,  that  they  have  finally 
assumed  the  name  of**  opposition  to  the  Admin- 
istration;**) I  say,  when  that  gentleman  dcchned 
theotherdaybeingfurtheracandidateforSpeakefj 

in  the  handsome  manner  in  which  he  did,  he  staled 
to  the  House  that  he  was  satisfied  he  could  not 
be  elected  unless  he  gave  up  his  long-chcrislied 
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Erinciples  upon  the  subject  of  slavery;  or  unless 
e  should  a^ee  to  propositions  in  reference  to  the 
formation  of  committees,  which,  in  his  judgment, 
would  make  him  a  fit  subject  for  public  contempt. 
These  remarks  would  imply  ttiat  propositions 
had  been  made  to  that  honorable  gentleman, 
either  in  relation  to  his  opinions  upon  the  subject 
of  slavery  or  in  relation  to  the  formation  of  the 
committees  of  this  House,  to  secure  his  election. 
Now,  sir,  I  know  that  no  such  proposition  ever 
came  from  the  Democratic  party;  and  I  want  to 
kDow  from  that  gentleman,  if  any  such  proposi- 
tions have  been  made,  where  did  they  come  fVom 
—from  what  party,  and  from  what  section  ? 

Had  not  the  gentleman  made  the  speech  he 
did,  I  should  not  have  asked  such  a  question  of 
him.  I  did  not  suppose  that  any  such  proposi- 
tion wouW  come  rrom  any  party  or  any  man 
vpon  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
But,  as  I  have  said,  the  speech  itself  indicates 
that  such  propositions  have  been  made,  and  that 
ia  the  only  evidence  I  have  of  the  fact.  But  I 
think  it  is  due  to  the  country,  it  is  due  to  the 
House,  and  it  is  due  to  the  gentleman's  own  self- 
respect,  that  he  shall  come  out  and  say  whether 
8U(m  propositions  have  really  been  made;  and  if 
80,  from  whom  they  came.  Let  us  know  it;  let 
the  country  know  it.  If  there  is  a  party  in  this 
House  that  will  make  such  propositions  as  the 
^odeman  intimates  have  been  made  in  relation 
to  the  formation  of  committees,  and  in  relation 
to  the  subject  of  slavery,  it  ought  be  known,  and 
the  sooner  the  better.  I  have  said  that  they  did 
not  come  from  the  Democratic  party,  and  I  want 
to  know  from  what  party  they  did  come. 

1  am  not  one  of  those  who  despair  of  the  Union. 
I  see  no  danger  in  the  present  condition  of  the 
House,  from  the  delay  of  it  organization.  The 
Democratic  party  act  now  as  they  always  have 
act«d--upon  prineiple;  and  stanaing  upon  the 
principles  of  that  party,  I  am  willing  to  sit  here 
and  vote  from  now  until  the  4th  of  March,  1857; 
and  I  could  do  it  without  fear  of  danger  to  the 
Union.  I  have  no  complaints  to  make  of  the 
wnduct  of  the  Opposition;  nor  have  I  complaints 
tomakeof  any  one.  I  like  to  see  good  feeling 
pKvail.  I  have  merely  risen  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  the  question  which  I  have  pro- 
iK>unded,  candidly,  whether  such  propositions 
nave  been  made,  and,  if  so,  by  whom  ?  I  trust 
he  win  give  us  an  answer,  and  relieve  the  House 
from  the  seeminginainnation  made  by  his  speech. 
Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Some  days  ago,  in  good 
faith,  I  withdrew,  as  far  as  I  had  power,  the  ob- 
vtacles  to  the  organization  of  the  House.  The 
effort  has  been  made  very  ingeniously  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Smith] 
to  iHit  me  on  the  witness  stand  this  morning,  in 
order  that  I  may  be  examined  and  cross-exam - 
raed  as  to  what  I  meant  by  the  remarks  I  then 
submitted. 

Sir,  let  me  say  to  that  gentloman  that  I  have 
■erred  here  for  six  years,  and  have  **  traveled*' 
fomewhat.  [Laughter.]  I  take  this  occasion  to 
inform  him  that  I  do  not  now  recognize  his  right 
thus  to  interrogate  mc,  and  that  I  will  not  permit 
myself  to  be  pmced  in  that  situation  which  might 
produce  new  obstacles  to  the  organization  of  this 

The  business,  sir,  which  the  country  demands 
II  our  hands  is  not  this  fire  and  cross-nrc.  I  am 
responsible,  I  tell  the  gentleman,  not  only  to  those 
'ith  whom  1  act  politically,  but  to  my  political 
opponents,  for  everything  I  uttered  on  that  occa- 
^oft~l  take  not  back  one  single  word — I  bide  my 
Jjme,8ir,  for  explanations,  if  any  are  necessary. 
That  time  is  not  now.  The  only  legitimate 
P*«ineis  of  this  body,  I  repeat,  is  its  organiza- 
Jfon,and  I  decline  to  be  put  upon  the  witness  stand 
for  the  purpose  of  producing  discord  between  the 
varioua parties  of  the  House. 
.  Mr.  READE.  Mr.  Clerk,  we  ore  wasting 
*jw,  tad  fretting  each  other — mere  child's  play. 
J^n  a  Speaker  is  elected,  of  course  he  must  be 
from  the  North  or  the  South .  If  from  the  North , 
^oortesy  remiircs  that  he  should  be  one  least  ob- 
J*^»iiiWe  to  the  South;  and  if  from  the  South, 
cooftesy  requires  that  he  should  be  one  least  ob- 
JfttioniWc  to  the  North.  I  submit  a  plan  which, 
°<d(^»Ced,  would  insure  orgonizaiion  certainly,  and 
*^«Mjrfr«M^.  The  plan  is  this:  let  the  North 
•w*  «e  Speaker,  and  the  Sonth  will  vote  with 
Jj«^  ttpon  condition  they  select  him  from  tlie 
Sooft;  or,  hi  the  South  select  him,  and  the  North 


will  vote  with  them,  upon  condition  they  select 
him  from  the  North.  And  to  test  the  sense  of 
the  House  and  allow  time  for  conference,  I  move 
tliat  the  House  do  now  adjourn;  and  on  that  mo- 
tion I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  House  refVised 
to  adjourn. 

rCrics  of  "Call  the  roll! 'T 

The  CLERK.  The  question  now  recurs  on  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Mattesow,]  to  lay  upon  the  table  the  resolution 
offered  by  the  eentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
HicKMAK.]    The  yeas  cmd  nays  were  demanded. 

Mr.  MATTESON.  I  withdraw  the  demand 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

So  the  resolution  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

[Cries  of  **  Go  on  with  the  call."] 

The  Clerk  then  proceeded  to  call  the  roll,  and 

the  followine  was  tne  result  of  the  sixtieth  vote: 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  224;  necessary  to  a 

choice,  113;  of  which — 

Nathaniel  P.  Bonks  received 105 

Waiiam  A.  Richardson 74 

H«nryM.  FuUer 40 

James  L.  Orr 1 

Bcujotnin  F.  Lcitcr 1 

John  WiUiaina 1 

John  Scou  f laniaon 1 

JohnKeUy , 1 

Aiejcaiider  C.  M.  Pennington , 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  BofiArt— Mcasn.  Albright,  Allison,  Bnrboii^, 
tleaiy  Bennett,  Benson,  BilUngburet,  Bingham,  Bishop, 
B\is9j  Bradsbaw,  Brenton,  Bufflngton,  Burliogaine,  James 
H.  Cajnpbell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell.  Chnflbe,  Ezra  Clark, 
ClawAon,  Colflix,  Comins,  Covtxie,  Cragin,  Cumback, 
Damrell,  TimoUiv  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  De  Witt,  Dick, 
DicksoiK  Dodd,  Durfee,  Bdwards,  Emrie,  Flagler,  Gal- 
loway, Oiddlug^,  Gilbert,  Granger,  Grow.  Robert  B.  Hall, 
Harlan,  Holloway,  Thomas  R.  Horton,  Valentine  B.  Hor- 
ton,  Howard,  Hughoton,  Kclsey,  King,  Knapp,  Knight, 
Knowlton,  Knox,  Knnkel,  Letter,  Mocc,  Matteson,  Mc- 
carty, Meacham,  Killian  Miller,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Mott, 
Murray,  Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Pr Iton, 
Pennington,  Perry,  Ppltit,  Pike,  Pringle,  Purviance,  Ritchie, 
Bobbint*,  Roberts,  Kobit»on,  Babin,  oago^  ^app»  Sherman, 
Simmons,  Spinner,  Staaton,  Stranahan,  Tappan,  Thoring- 
toh,  Tliurston.  Todd,  Trafton,  Tyson,  Wade,  Wakeman, 
Wolbridge,  Vvaldron,  Cadwolader  C.  Woshbume,  Ellihu 
B.  Washbume,  T»rai>l  Washburn,  Watson,  Welch,  Wood, 
Woodmff,  and  Woodworth. 

Dar  Mr.  Richardum^Meaan.  Aiken,  AUon,  Barclay, 
Barksdalc,  Bell,  UenryS.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce, 
Branch,  Brooks,  Burnett,  Cadwalader,  Canithcrs,  Caskie, 
Clingman,  Howell  Cobb,  Williaroson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Craige, 
Crawlbrd,  Denver,  Dowdell,  Edmnndson,  Elliott,  English, 
Faulkner,  Florence,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode,  Green- 
wood, Augustus  Hall,  Sampwn  W.  Harris,  Tiioraos  L* 
Harris,  Herbert,  Hickman,  llouston,  Joweit,  George  W. 
Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Kcitt.  Kelly,  Kidwell,  Letcher, 
Lumimin,  Samuel  B.  Marshall,  Maxwell.  McMullin,  Mc- 
Queen, Smith  Miller,  Millson,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Peck, 
Phelps,  Powell,  Quitman.  Ruffin,  Rust,  Sandidgc,  Savage, 
Seward,  Shorter,  Samuel  A.  Smith.  William  Smith,  Ste- 
phens, Stewart,  Talbott,  Taylor,  Vallj  Warner,  Watkins, 
Wells,  Winslow,  and  John  V.  Wright. 

For  Mr.  Fui/er— Messrs.  Broom,  John  P.  Campbell ^ar- 
Ille,  Bayard  Clark,  Cox,  Cullcn,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Edie, 
Ethorif^e,  Eastis,  Evans,  Poster,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Har- 
rison, Haven,  Hoflfman,  kenneu.  Lake,  Lindley.  Alexan- 
der K.  Marshall,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Mill  ward,  Moore, 
Paine,  Porter,  Purycar.  Reade,  Ready,  Ricaiid,  Rivers, 
Scott,  William  R.  Smith,  Sneod,  Swof>e,  Trippe,  Under- 
wood, Vatk.  Walker,  Whilaey,  and  ZoUicofier. 

For  Mr.  Orr— Mr.  Williams. 

For  Mr.  rTi/liomj— Mr.  Wboclcr. 

For  Mr.  Harrison— "Mr.  Hcnrv  M.  Fuller. 

For  Mr.  Pennington — Mr.  Ball. 

Fhr  Mr.  Leiier^Mr.  Dunn. 

For  Mr.  Kelltf -Mr.  Richardson. 

The  Clerk  again  called  the  roll,  and  the  follow- 
ing was  the  result  of  the  sixty -first  vote:  Whole 
number  of  votes  cast,  226;  necessary  to  a  choice, 
114;  of  which — 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks  reeeirsd 105 

WilUam  A.  Richardson 74 

Henry  M.  Fuller 40 

James  L.  Orr 1 

Benjamin  F.  Leiter 1 

JohnWUIiams 1 

John  Scott  Harrison 1 

William  Smith 1 

Alexander  C.  M.  Pennington 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

^W  Mr.  BankB^MemtB.  Albright,  Allison,  Barfcour, 
Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  BIDinghurst,  Bingham,  Bishop, 
Bliss.  Bradshaw,  Brenton,  Buflihgton,  Burlingame,  James 
H.  Campbell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Chaffee,  Ezra  Clark, 
Clawson,  Col&x,  Comhis,  Covode,  Cragin,  Curoback, 
Damrell,  Timothy  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  Dc  Witt,  Dick, 
Dickson,  Dodd,  Durfee,  Edwards,  Emrie,  Flagler.  Gallo- 
way, GiddiDgB,  Gilbert,  Qranger,  Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall, 


Harlan,  Holloway,  Thomas  R.  Horton,Valentine  B.  Horton, 
Howard,  Hughston,  Kelsey,  King,  Knnpp,  Knight,  Knowl  • 
ton,  Knox,  Kunkd,  Letter,  Mace.  Matteson,  McCorty, 
Meacham,  Killian  Miller,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Mott,  Murray, 
Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Pclton,  Penning- 
ton, Perry,  Pettit,  Pike,  Pringle.  Purviance,  Ritchie,  Rob- 
bins,  Roberts,  Robison,  Sabin,  Sage,  Sapp,  Sherman,  Sim- 
mons, Spinner,  Stanton,  Stranahan,  Tappan,  Thorington, 
Thunton,  Todd,  Trafton,  Tvson.  Wade,  vVakemon,  Wal- 
bridge,  Waldron,  Cadwalader  C.  Washbume,  Ellihu  B. 
Washbume,  Israel  Washburn,  Watson,  Welch,  Wood, 
Woodruff',  and  Woodworth. 

For  Mr.  Riehardton — Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay, 
Barksdale.  Bell,  Henry  S.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce, 
Branch,  Brooks,  Burnett,  Cadwalader,  Carutliers,  Ca><<kie, 
Clingman,  Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Craige, 
Crawford,  Denver,  Dowdell,  Edmundson,  Elliott,  English, 
Faulkner,  Florence,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode,  Green- 
wood, AugustuwHall,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomas  L. 
Harris,  HerberfTllickman.  Houston,  Jewett,  George  W. 
Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Keitt,  Kelly,  Kidwell,  Letcher, 
Lumpkin,  Samael  S.  Marshall,  Maxwell,  McMnllin,  Mc- 
Queen, Smith  Miller,  Millson,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Oir,  Peck, 
Phelps,  Powell,  Quitman.  Ruffin,  Rust,  Sandidge,  Savage, 
Seward,  Shorter,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  Smith,  Ste- 
phens, Stewart,  Talbott,  Taylor,  Vail,  Warner,  Watkins, 
Wells,  Winslow,  and  John  V.  Wri^t. 

For  Mr.  JW/er— Messrs.  Broom,  John  P.  CampbeU, 
Cariile,  Cox,  Cullen,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Edie,  Etheridgc, 
Eustis,  Evans,Foster,  J.  Morrison  Harris, HarriBon,  Haven, 
Hofftaian,  Kennett,  Lake,  Lindley,  Alexander  K.  Marrtiall, 
Humphrey  Marshall,  MiUward,  Moore,  Painf ,  Porter,  Pur- 
year,  Reode,  Ready,  Ricaud,  Rivers,  ScotL  William  R. 
Smitl),  Sneed.  Swope,  Trippe,  Underwood,  Valk,  Walker, 
Whitney,  and  Zollicoffer. 

For  Mr.  Orr— Mr.  Williams. 

For  Mr.  Leiter^— Mr.  Dmin. 

For  Mr.  H^iUioms— Mr.  Wheeler. 

For  Mr.  Harruon— Mr.  Henry  M.  Fuller. 

For  Mr.  Smith — Mr.  Ricbardwin. 

For  Mr.  Penninf^on^Mr.  Ball. 

Mr.  FLAGLER,  (at  two  o'clock,  p.  m.)  I 
move  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  House 
thereupon  adjourned  till  twelve  o'clock,  m.,  on 
Monday. 

IN  SENATE. 

MoNDATy  December  17,  1855. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Hbnrt  C.  Dbav. 
The  Journal  of  Friday  was  read  and  approved. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  JAMES  presented  the  petition  of  Benja- 
min Hathaway,  praying  that  the  bounty  land  to 
which  Charlotte  Hathaway  was  entitled  as  widow 
of  his  father,  Silas  Hathaway,  a  revolutionary 
soldier,  may  be  gpranted  to-  her  children;  whicn 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Robert  W.  Cogseshall  and 
others,  heirs  of  Daniel  Hall,  deceased,  praying 
for  compensation  for  loss  of  property  destroyed 
by  the  enemy  daring  therevolutionary  war;  which 
was  referrea  to  the  Committee  on  Rievolutionary 
Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Isaac  S.  Whitford,  for 
bounty  land  on  account  of  the  revolutionary  ser- 
vices of  lys  father,  Thomas  Whitford,  deceased; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Oliver  Weeks, 
praying  to  be  allowed  the  bounty  loud  due  their 
hither  for  revolutionary  services;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  SEWARD  presented  tlie  petition  of  Wil- 
liam H.  Dorrance  and  others,  heirs  of  David 
Dorrance,  a  captain  in  the  New  York  line  of  the 
revolutionary  army,  and  the  petition  of  the  chil- 
dren and  heirs  of  Captain  David  Swczy,  of  the 
New  York  line  of  the  army  of  the  Revolution, 
praying  indemnity  for  losses  by  commutation 
certificates;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Thomas  Keith,  son-in- 
law  of  Sarah  Crandall, praying  for  an  amendment 
of  the  act  for  her  relict,  approved  July  27,  1834; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Susan  Hubbard  and  Wil- 
liam Logan,  children  and  heirs  of  Major  Samuel 
Logan,  an  officer  hi  the  New  York  line  of  tlie 
army  of  the  Revolution,  praying  indemnity  for 
losses  by  commutation  certificates;  which  wns 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rerohitionary 
Claims. 

Also^  the  petition  of  Hannah  Kniffin,  daughter 
of  Major  Samuel  Logan,  an  officer  in  the  New 
York  fine  of  the  Continental  army,  praying  in- 
demnity for  losses  by  commutation  certificates 
issued  to  her  father;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Court  Qndley,  one  of  tho 
sons  of  Capiain  John  Gh^idJcy,  deceased,  of  the 
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Massachusetts  line,  praying  indemnity  for  losses 
on  commutation  certificates;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Dorothy  Belknap  and 
RhodaKarna^han,  children  and  heirs  of  Captain 
Belknap,  of  the  New  York  line,  praying  indem- 
nity for  losses  by  commutation  certificates;^  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Greorge  Dorrance,  child 
and  heir  of  Captain  David  Dorrance,  of  the  New 
York  line,  praying  indemnity  for  losses  by  com- 
mutation certificates;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Cornelia  VanTuyl,  daugh- 
ter and  heir  of  Greorge  J.  Denniston,  lieutenant 
and  quartermaster  in  the  New  York  line  in  the 
revolutionary  war,  praying  indemnity  for  losses 
by  commutation  certificates;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Abigail  Hoornbcck  and 
others,  children  of  Greorge  P.  Frost,  deceased, 
piaying  annuity  or  half-pay  for  the  services  of 
iheir  father  in  the  revolutionary  war;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Martha  and  Elizabeth 
Morrill,  children  and  hcirs-at-law  of  Joseph  Mor- 
T.Il,  lieutenant  in  the  New  York  line  in  tne  revo- 
lutionary war,  praying  indemnity  for  losses  by 
commutation  certincates;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Francis  M.  Denniston, 
child  and  heir-at-law  of  Lieutenant  Joseph  Mor- 
rill, praying  indemnity  for  losses  by  commutation 
certificates;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

He  also  presented  a.  document  relating  to  the 
claim  of  W.  Maxwell  Wood,  surgeon  in  the 
Navy,  for  additional  remuneration  for  services 
as  bearer  of  dispatches  at  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war  with  Mexico;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Afifairs. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Daniel  Brown,  late  a  soldier 
in  the  United  States  Army,  praying  for  a  pension 
from  the  time  he  was  wounded  to  the  time  when 
he  was  placed  on  the  pension  roll;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  presented  the  petition 
of  settlers  on  the  military  reserve  at  Fort  Atkin- 
son, Iowa,  praying  for  tne  fight  of  preeinption  to 
certain  lands;  which  was  referred  to  theCfommit- 
tee  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Caroline  Newington, 
praying  the  right  of  preemption  to  the  kmd  upon 
which  certain  public  buUdings,  purchased  by  her 
at  Fort  Atkinson,  Iowa,  are  located;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  CrEYER  presented  the  memorial  of  Wil- 
son &  Brothers,  merchants  of  St.  Louis,  Mis- 
souri, praying  a  return  of  duties  paid  by  them  on 
imported  merchandise  which  was  destroyed  by 
nre  while  in  fran^t^u  between  the  port  of  entry  and 
the  port  of  delivery;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  TOUCEY  presented  the  memorial  of 
Charles  Stearns,  praying  indemnity  for  damages 
sustained  in  consequence  of  certain  illegal  prose- 
cutions of  the  United  States;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  DODGE  presented  the  petition  of  mem- 
bers of  the  bar  and  officers  of  the  United  States 
district  court  for  Wisconsin,  praying  an  increase 
of  the  salary  of  the  judge  thereof;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Also,  the  petition  of  the  grand  and  petitjurors 
of  the  United  Slates  district  court  for  Wiscon- 
sin for  a  change  in  the  time  of  holding  the  court; 
which  w^M  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  WELLER  presented  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Foster  for  compensation  for  services  rendered 
in  opening  the  port  of  Manzanillo,  in  Mexico; 
which  was  i^eferred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

Also,  the  petition  of  William  C.  McDougal, 
praying  corapensation  for  assisting  to  take  the 
census  of  California,  in  1850;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  seventeen  ofiScers  of  the 
United  States  Army,  stationed  at  Fort  Fillmore 
and  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico,  praying  that  the 
ration  commutation  in  the  Army  may  be^ncreased 


twenty  cents;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Afifairs. 

Mr.  MASON.  Mr.  President,  I  ask  leave  to 
present  the  petition  of  Osmond  Peters,  an  officer 
in  the  revenue  service,  praying  thatheand  others 
•in  like  condition  may  be  included  within  the  pro- 
visions of  the  late  act  of  Congress,  giving  bounty 
land  to  those  who  served  in  any  war  m  whicn 
the  United  States  have  been  engaged.  It  is  stated 
in  the  petition  that  this  gentleman  was  detached 
for  the  time  being  from  3ie  revenue  service,  and 
served  in  the  Florida  war  and  a^rwards  in  the 
war  with  Mexico;  but  that  the  proper  officers 
have  so  construed  the  law  as  not  to  include 
officers  of  the  revenue  service  who  were  thus 
detached  and  put  into  the  military  service,  witliin 
its  provisions.  That  law  was  originally  report- 
ed, I  understand,  from  a  select  committee;  ao 
this  officer  belongs  to  the  revenue  service,  I  sup- 
pose the  proper  reference  of  his  petition  would  be 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce.  I  move  that  it 
be  referred  to  tliat  committee. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WELLER  presented  joint  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  California  relating  to  the  con- 
struction am^  establishment  of  military  and  post 
roads  across  the  plains;  which  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Also,  joint  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of 
California,  praying  that  a  bell-buoy  may  be 
placed  at  the  entrance  to  the  harbor  of  San  Fran- 
cisco; which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Also,  Joint  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of 
California  in  relation  to  the  Board  of  Land  Com- 
missioners; which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  joint  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of 
California,  for  the  construction  of  a  military  road 
from  Sacramento  Valley  to  Crescent  City;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

Also,  joint  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of 
California,  relative  to  the  payment  of  pensions 
in  the  State  of  California;  which  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Also,  joint  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of 
CaUfornia,  praying  for  the  construction  of  ft 
breakwater  m  the  harbor  at  Crescent  City;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  joint  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of 
California,  in  relation  to  the  establishment  of 
light-houses  at  Trinidad  and  Crescent  City ;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commence. 

Also,  Joint  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of 
California,  praying  for  the  establishment  of  mail 
routes  in  certain  localities;  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

Also,  joint  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Cal- 
ifornia, relative  to  the  establishment  of  an  addi- 
tional land  district  in  that  State;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

NAVAL  RETIRING  BOARD. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  present  the  petition  of 
Oscar  Bullus,  commander  in  the  United  States 
Navy,  who  hsis  been  placed  on  the  reserved  list, 
praying  for  action  bv  Congress  upon  the  trans- 
actions of  the  late  Naval  Board.  I  will  state, 
for  the  information  of  the  body,  that  this  officer 
suggests  as  a  mode  of  overcoming  the  difficulty, 
that  the  persons  who  are  placed  on  the  retired 
list  for  disabihties  incurred  m  the  faithful,  proper, 
and  effective  discharge  of  the  service  of  the  coun- 
try, should  be  promoted  so  as  to  take  them  one 
rank  higher  and  save  them  being  supersede^] 
by  appointments  in  their  places,  but  that  it  be 
done  without  pay.  I  move  that  the  petition  and 
accompanying  papers  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  [also  present  the  petition 
of  Commander  Samuel  Lockwood,  relating  to 
the  same  sul^ect^  and  ask  for  it  the  same  refer- 
ence. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs 

Mr.  FOOT.  Mr.  President,  I  present  to  the 
Senate  the  memorial  of  Captain  John  H.  Graham, 
of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  a  post  captain  in  the 
United  States  Navy.  In  this  memorial  he  sets 
forth  in  brief,  yet  modest  and  respectful  terms, 
that  on  the  night  of  the  27th  of  November,  1812, 


he  was  wounded  by  the  enemy  on  the  Canadian 
shore,  opposite  Black  Rock;  m  consequence  df 
which  he  shortly  afterwards  suflfered  the  ampu- 
tation of  one  of  his  legs.  He  further  sets  forth 
that,  in  September,  1814,  he  was  on  board  the 
Saratoga,  tne  fiag-ship  of  the  late  Commodore 
McDonough,  which  vanquished  the  British  fieet 
in  the  memorable  battle  on  Lake  Champlain.  He 
also  states  that  shortly  afterwards  he  was  on 
board  the  frigate  United  States,  which  sailed  for 
the  Mediterranean  under  Commodore  Shaw,  for 
the  purpose  of  suppressing  the  depredations  of  the 
Algcrinesupon  our  merchant  ships;  but  the  object 
having  been  anticipated  by  Commodore  Decatur, 
the  matter  was  dismissed  and  he  returned. 

He  further  states  tliat  in  1816  he  was  appointed 
an  acting  lieutenant,  and  was  ordered  oy  the 
Navy  Department  to  the  recruiting  service  at 
New  York,  where  he  was  performing  active  duty 
for  about  twelve  years,  under,  perhaps,  as  many 
different  commanders;  that  under  tne  adminis- 
tration of  President  Tyler  he  was  deputed  to  the 
same  service  as  commander,  where  he  remained 
for  two  years,  until,  by  the  order  of  Mr.  Ban- 
croft, late  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  he  was  detached 
from  that  service;  and  that  since  that  period,  for 
want  of  orders,  he  has  been  unemployed. 

The  memorialist  finally  sets  forth,  that  by  the 
action  of  the  board  of  naval  officers  he  hus  been 
transferred  from  the  active-service  list  to  the 
"reserved  list,"  on  "furlough  pay,"  wherein 
he  complains  that^reat  injusace  has  been  done 
him.  The  prayer  tof  the  memorialist  is,  that, 
though  in  consequence  of  his  physical  infirmity, 
bv  the  loss  of  a  limb,  he  may  not  be  able  to  com- 
ply with  the  terms  of  the  law  which  prescribe 
**  efficiency'*  upon  the  ocean,  yet,  in  considera- 
tion of  the  nature  of  the  case,  ne  may  be  placed 
with  other  officers  of  his  rank  upon  the  most 
honorable  list  of  retired  officers,  on  "  leave-of- 
absence  pay."  In  otlier  words,  he  prays  that, 
although  he  may  be  in  a  degree  disqualified  for 
active  sea  service  on  account  of  physical  disabil- 
ities incurred  in  the  line  of  his  duty,  and  while 
engaged  in  the  battles  of  his  country,  he  may, 
nevertheless,  be  relieved  from  a  judgment  con- 
signing him  to  a  position  which  carries  with  it 
an  implied  imputation  of  professional  or  of  moral 
delinquency. 

It  is  not  my  purpose,  Mr.  Presidenf,  on  the 
occasion  of  presenting  this  memorial  to  attempt 
to  pass  any  strictures  upon  the  doings  of  the 
naval  board  of  officers  under  the  recent  act  of 
Congress.  Still  further  is  it  from  my  intention 
to  attempt  to  impugn  the  motives  of  their  action 
or  to  call  in  Question  the  integrity  of  their  pur- 

Eoses.  But  however  pure  and  nonorable  may 
ave  been  the  motives  and  purposes  by  whicn 
that  board  yrend  controlled  in  their  action,  it  is 
not  to  be  denied  or  disguised,  nor  has  it  escaped 
public  observation,  that  in  some  instances  at  least 
they  have  sadly jjfiiajudged;  thatgrievous  mistakes 
have  been  committed;  and,  as  a  necessary  con- 
sequence, that  serious  wrong  and  injury  have 
been  inflicted  upon  ineritorious  officers. 

The  case  of  Captain  Graham,  whose  memorial 
I  now  present,  is  indisputably  a  case  of  that 
character.  Upon  what  evidence  the  board  acted, 
upon  what  rule  they  proceeded,  or  by  what  prin- 
ciple they  were  governed  in  assigning  him  to  the 
inferior  list  of  retired  officers,  I  do  not  know,  he 
does  not  know — it  is  all  unknown  to  the  country. 
Without  a  hearing,  without  notice,  without  the 
assignment  of  a  reason  for  it — after  a  period  of 
forty-five  years  in  his  country's  service,  cdways 
ready  at  her  call,  and  bearing  upon  his  person 
the  inj^ia  of  his  bravery  and  his  sufierings  in 
that  service — ^he  finds  himself  placed,  not  upon 
the  primary  list  of  retired  officers,  which  ought 
to  be  made,  if  it  be  not  now  so  regarded,  a  post 
of  honor,  but  upon  the  stcondwru  or  inferior  list, 
which  is  understood  by  everybody  and  recog- 
nized by  the  country  as  a  post  of  degradation. 
From  this  decision  of  the  oaval  board  lie  comes 
to  Congress  with  his  appeal,  and  lays  before 
them  his  professional  and  private  life  in  testi- 
mony of  the  wrong  he  suffered,  and  invokes  for 
both  the  most  rigid  scrutiny  as  the  best  refutation 
of  any  iustifiable  cause  for  the  implied  imputation 
whicn  ne  keenly  feels  has  been  cast  upon  a  well- 
earned,  and  to  nim  most  dearly-bought,  profes- 
sional reputation. 

My  own  knowledge  of  Captain  Graham's  per- 
sonal history  auUionzcs  me  to  say  hero  in  this 
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presence,  and  in  the  face  of  the  report  of  the 
board,  what  is  equally  well  known  to  the  naval 
•enrice,  that  his  professional  life  has  been  that 
of  a  brsTe  and  ealtant  and  chivalrous  officer;  that 
his  private  life  nas  been  that  of  an  intelligent  and 
upright  Christian  citizen,  whose  honor  is  without 
reproach;  whose  purity  of  character  is  above  sus- 

1)icion.  The  physical  infirmity  under  which  he 
abors,  in  consequence  of  the  loss  of  a  limb  in 
battle,  although  it  may  disable  him  for  efficient 
service  at  sea,  instead  of  consigning  him  to  a  post 
of  degradation,  in  any  other  country — yea,  in  any 
other  age — would  have  secured  to  him  expres- 
sions of  national  gratitude  in  the  bestowment  of 
honors  and  rewiu^s  and  titles  of  distinction. 
Here  too,  sir,  we  have  been  in  the  habit  of  be- 
stowing pensions,  bounties,, swords, medals,  and 
brevets,  as  assurances  of  national  gratitude » and 
marics  of  honorable  distinction'  upon  those  who 
have  been  disabled  by  the  accidents  of  war,  or 
who  have  signalized  their  valor  in  its  battles. 
This  policy,  and  the  principle  on  which  tliis,  as 
veil  as  other  Governments,  has  hitherto  acted, 
seem  to  have  been  reversed ,  unintentionally  thoueh 
it  may  have  been,  by  the  recent  action  of  the 
naval  board, unhappily  in  but  too  many  instances. 
The  victims  of  a  mistaken  judgment,  whether  few 
or  many,  are  entitled  to  a  nearing  and  a  remedy. 
The  appeal  from  an  unjust  condemnation  is  made 
to  Congress.  In  mrhat  manner,  or  by  what  meas- 
ure of  relief  Congress  may  respond  to  the  prayer 
of  the  coifiplainants,  it  is  not  my  province  to 
indicate;  but  as  this  is  an  appropriate  subject  for 
the  consideration  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  several  petitions  upon  the  like 
subject  have  already  been  committed,  I  move  that 
this  memorial  be  referred  to  that  committee. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  SEWARD,  it  was 
Ordendf  That  the  papen  in  the  case  of  Mrs.  FrancM  M. 
WdMter  lie  withdrawn  from  the  liles  of  the  deoaie,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Aflairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WADE,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  Sarah  Vincent,  widow  of  John  Vincent, 
have  leave  to  withdraw  her  petition  and  papeia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JAMES,  it  was 

Orieredf  That  Edward  Dexter  have  leave  to  withdraw 
hi«  memorial  and  papers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MASON,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  beiiig  oT  Robert  Stockton  have  leave 
to  withdraw  their  memorial  and  papers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PISH,  it  was 

Orderedf  That  Shepherd  Knapp  have  leave  to  withdraw 
his  petition  and  papeni,  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  them 
before  the  Court  of  Claims. 

On  moUon  of  Mr.  BENJAMIN,  it  was 

Ordered^  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  Cephise  riseroe, 
widow  of  Louis  Labranche,  be  withdrawn  frpm  the  files  of 
the  Senate,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims. 

NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 

Mr.  JAMES  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  modification  of  the 
patent  laws,  and  for  the  increase  of  the  salary  of 
the  Commissioner  of  Patents. 

Air.  SEWARt)  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  providing  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  custom-house  at  Ogdensburg,  hi 
the  State  of  New  York. 

Mr.  SUMNER  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  making  anpropria- 
tions  to  continue  the  public  works  in  Massachu- 
setts. 

Mr.  WADE  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  ask 
leave  to  introduce  the  following  bills: 

A  bill  to  continue  the  improvement  of  the  har- 
bor at  the  mouth  of  tlie  Black  river,  Ohio; 

A  bill  to  continue  the  improvement  of  the  har- 
bor of  Conneaut,  Ohio; 

A  bill  to  continue  the  improvement  of  the  har- 
bor of  Huron,  Ohio; 

A  bill  to  continue  the  improvement  of  the  har- 
bor of  Ashtabula,  Ohio; 

A  bill  to  continue  the  improvement  of  the  har- 
bor of  Sanduskj  city,  Ohio; 

A  bill  to  conunue  the  improvement  of  the  har- 
bor of  Cleveland,  Ohio;  and 

A  bill  to  continue  the  improvement  of  the  har- 
bor of  Fairport,  Ohio. 

Mr.  HAkLAN  ^ave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  in  relation  to  the 
Are  per  cent,  on  the  net  pr6ceeds  of  the  sales  of 
pabfic  lands  in  the  State  of  Io#a. 


Mr.  SEBASTIAN  gave  notice  of  "his  intention 
to  ask  leave  to  introduce  the  following  bills: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Field; 

A  bill  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation 
of  the  Mississippi  river,  below  the  mouth  of  tlie 
Ohio; 

A  bill  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation 
of  the  Arkansas  river; 

A  bill  for  the  continuation  of  the  improvement 
of  the  navigation  of  Red  river; 

A  bill  for  the  construction  of  a  jail  for  the  use 
of  the  district  court,  at  Van  Buren,  Arkansas; 
and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  prejient  and  late 
land  officers  in  the  States  of  Alabama,  Missis- 
sippi, Louisiana,  and  Arkansas. 
MAIL  FAILURES. 

Mr.  SLIDELL  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to: 

Re$olvtdy  That  the  President  be  requested  to  send  to  the 
Senate  a  copy  of  the  memorial  of  citizens  of  New  Orleans, 
complaining  of  the  irrc|rularity  of  the  maiJ  service  between 
Wasliington  and  New  Orleans. 

COMMITTEE  CLERK. 
Mr.  HUNTER.    I  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  to  offer  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Reaolved,  .That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  autliorized 
to  employ  a  clerk  at  the  same  annual  compensation  that  Is 
paid  to  the  engrossinc  clerks  in  the  office  of  tho  Secretary 
of  the  Senate. 

I  will  say,  in  explanation  of  this  resolution, 
that  the  Committee  on  Finance  find  from  expe- 
rience that  it  is  obliged  to  have  an  old  and  expe- 
rienced clerk;  and  the  only  way  to  secure  the 
services  of  such  a  man  is  to  give  him  an  annual 
compensation.  I  hope  the  resolution  will  be  con- 
sidered now. 

The  resolution  was  considered  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
MoKDAT,  Deeevuber  17, 1855. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 

The  Journal  of  Saturday  was  read  and  approved . 
PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  DUNN  desired  the  general  consent  of  the 
House  for  the  purpose  of  making  an  explanation 
of  a  personal  character.  He  had  trespassed  a 
little  on  the  indulgence  of  the  House  on  Satur- 
day last,  and  very  much  regretted  the  necessity 
of  doing  so  again  to-day.  Yet,  if  there  was  no 
objection,  he  should  like  to  be  heard. 

No  objection  being  made — 

Mr.  DTJN'Tf  proceeded  to  remark  that  it  could 
not  have  escaped  the  attention  of  the  members 
of  the  House  that  for  several  days  past  some  of 
the  public  journals  of  the  country  had  thought 
themselves  called  upon  to  hold  up,  as  refractory 
and  recreant,  certain  gentlemen  who  had  not 
seen  fit  to  cast  their  votes  for  Mr.  Banks  as 
Speaker  of  the  House.  He  now  wished  to  read 
some  extracts  from  some  of  these  papers,  with  a 
view  of  placing  this  whole  matter  right — for  he 
thought  that  what  he  should  say  would  place  it 
right — without  going  at  large  into  the  motives 
wnich  had  governca  his  conduct;  for  some  of 
those  motives  rested  upon  matters  that  he  could 
not  make  pubtic  without  a  violation  of  confi- 
dence. He  would  rather  be  subject  to  any 
amount  of  misrepresentation,  than  be  guilty  of 
anything  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  D.  then  read  an  extract  from  the  Wash- 
ington correspondence  of  the  New  York  Tribune 
of  the  13th  E)eceinber,  referring  to  the  ineffectual 
attempts  to  elect  a  Speaker  of  the  House.  This 
letter  stated  that  Mr.  Banks  still  lacked  six  or 
seven  votes  of  an  election,  and  that  his  friends 
were  firm  and  resolute.  They  believed  that  so 
many  votes  could  not  now  be  concentrated  on 
any  other  man,  and  their  present  purpose  was 
to  stand  their  ground,  and  let  the  country  judge 
between  them  and  the  stragglers  who  prevented 
a  choice.  If  the  opposers  of  Mr.  Banks  wiio 
were  elected  on  the  understanding  of  their  con- 
stituents that  they  were  hostile  to  the  Nebraska 
iniquity,  and  in  favor  of  redressing  the  wrong 
involved  in  it,  would  simply  withhold  their  votes, 
Mr.  Banks  would  at  once  be  elected.  The  House 
remained  disorganized  and  the  public  business 
was  arrested,  not  because  these  gentlemen  would 


I  not  vote  for  the  anti-Nebraska  candidate,  but 
because  they  persisted  in  voting  against  him. 

Mr.  D.  saia  that  this  letter  was  signed  **  H. 
G.,'*  and  he  believed  the  initials  sufiiciently  in- 
dicated the  writer.  In  regard  to  it,  he  had  only 
to  say  that  he  should  not  turn  his  back  upon  his 
country  or  her  cause,  upon  true  manliness  or  his 
own  honor,  though  the  devil  or  Horace  Greeley 
himself,  or  both  of  them  together,  should  bid  him 
do  it.     [Laughter  and  applause.] 

Mr.  D.  then  proceeaed  to  reply  at  length  to 
other  new^Miper  strictures  on  the  course  pur- 
sued by  himself  and  those  acting  with  him,  and 
in  the  course  of  his  remarks  contrasted  the  views 
now  entertained  by  the  New  York  Tribune  and 
Times  with  reference  to  Mr.  Banks,  with  those 
held  by  the  same  journals  during  the  pendency 
of  the  Nebraska-Kansas  bill  before  the  House, 
w4ien  they  denounced  Mr.  B.  for  having  aided 
in  bringing  that  measure  to  a  direct  vote. 

In  conclusion,  he  remarked  that  if  gentlemen 
really  desired  an  organization  of  the  House,  if 
they  really  desired  to  concentrate  upon  one  man, 
they  should,  as  a  preliminary  step,  call  off  their 
dogs  and  send  them  to  their  Kennels,  where  they 
properly  belonged.  They  should  then  come  to- 
gether as  gentlemen  of  a  like  spirit,  all  conceding 
and  all  surrendering  something  to  the  common 
good;  and,  his  word  for  it,  there  would  be  no 
more  trouble,  and  no  occasion  for  reflecting  one 
upon  another,  or  for  others  to  reflect  upon  mem. 

[Mr.  D.'s  remarks  are  withheld  for  revision, 
and  will  be  published  in  the  Appendix.] 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  desire  to  detain  the  House 
but  a  single  moment,  not,  however,  with  a  view 
to  make  an  extended  reply  to  the  remarks  of  the 
distinguished  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr. 
DuNN.l  As  to  what  has  been  said  by  fjenllemen 
of  the  jNew  York  press,  either  for  or  against  me,  I 
am  not  responsible.  I  have  never  solicited  their 
support.  In  my  brief  period  of  public  life,  not 
altogether  a  quiet  one,  I  have  relied  upon  myself 
alone.  I  have  done  that  under  all  circumstances 
which  my  conviction  taught  me  to  be  right.  I 
have  always  thought  for  myself,  and  I  will  always 
act  for  myself,  whether  the  gentlemen  of  the  New 
York  Tribune  or  the  gentlemen  of  the  New  York 
Times  shall  see  fit  to  compliment  or  complain. 
I  concede  to  them,  under  the  institutions  or  this 
country,  the  largest  liberty,  either  to  praise  or  to 
censure — and  I  nave  not  a  word  to  say  in  regard 
to  what  they  have  said  of  me.  But  I  beg  my 
friend  from  Indiana  not  to  hold  me  responsible 
for  it.  I  am  not  under  their  direction.  They 
have  never  undertaken  to  control  me  in  any  re- 
gard whatever,  and  I  have  never  solicited  their 
support.  My  dependence  is  upon  the  people  I 
represent,  and  not  upon  the  press  of  New  York, 
and  to  them  shall  I  look  for  instructions  in  public 
affairs. 

Mr.  DUNN,  (interrupting.)  I  distinctly  stated, 
and  I  supposed  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts unaerstood  me,  that  I  did  not  hold  him  re- 
sponsible for  those  articles,  but  I  objected  to  those 
gentlemen  urging  me  to  surrender  upon  their  own 
ground. 

Mr.  D.  made  a  further  remark  which  was  not 
heard  by  the  reporter. 

Mr.  BANKS.  The  honorable  gentleman  is 
undoubtedly  correct.  I  address  no  complaint  to 
him—none  whatever.  No  living  being  has  heard 
me  lisp  a  word  of  inquiry  even  as  to  the  correct- 
ness of  tlie  gentleman's  course.  He  is  free  to  do 
as  he  pleases,  and  I  the  same.  But  I  desire  to 
say  to  that  gentleman,  to  the  House,  and  to  my 
constituents  particularly,  that  I  am  independent 
of  the  direction  of  the  New  York  press  m  every 
re^u^. 

One  word  more,  as  the  gentleman  has  made 
allusion  to  my  course,  and  especidily  to  a  collat- 
eral vote  upon  the  Nebraska  bill.  It  is  undoubt- 
edly true,  that  I  declared  to  the  reporter  of  the 
New  York  Times  what  he  has  represented  me 
as  saying,  that  I  would  resist  that  measure  to  the 
last;  ana  I  say  to-day  that  I  never  yielded,  in 
any  particular,  my  opposition  to  the  Nebraska 
bin.  There  was  a  question  raised  about  a  vote  I 
gave  at  a  particular  stage  of  the  proceedings,  in 
common  with  other  earnest  opponents  ol^  that 
measure.  I  have  now  no  reason  for  going  into 
an  explanation  of  that  vote.  But  alloW  me  to  say 
that  1  represent  a  constituency  imbued  with  a 
strong  hostility  to  some  of  tlie  institutions  of  this 
country.    I  may  say,  perhaps,  that  I  represent 
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the  strongest  anti-slavery  district  in  the  United 
States.  When  I  went  home  to  my  constituents, 
these  newspaper  appeals  were  made  against  me; 
they  were  reprinted  and  circulated  by  gentle- 
men opposed  to  me.  I  had  no  newspaper  to 
defend  me  I  have  never  had  newspapers  to  de- 
fend my  course.  I  stood  then,  as  i  stand  now, 
self-dependent,  and  defended  my  course  with 
such  ability  as  I  had.  I  met  my  constituents 
face  to  face,  and  explained  to  them  the  circum- 
stances under  which  I  gave  that  vote.  Instead  of 
defeating  me,  they  returned  me  to  this  Congress 
clothed  with  a  majority  of  seven  thousand — [ap- 
plause]— the  largest  majority,  with  a  single  ex- 
ception, any  man  ever  received  in  the  political 
contests  of  Massachusetts. 

The  whole  misunderstanding  between  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  and  myself  about  that  vote, 
as  it  win  appear  to  any  man  who  will  examine  it, 
grows  out  of  the  point  of  time  when  the  question 
was  taken.  Before  the  special  order  to  which  the 
honorable  gentleman  alluded  was  reached,  accord- 
ing to  well  understood  parliamentary  law,  it  re- 
quired two  thirds  to  postpone  it;  but  when  it  was 
reached,  in  the  usual  course  of  business,  a  ma- 
jority of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  was  com- 
petent to  postpone  it  from  day  to  day.  That  I 
nm  right  in  this,  my  friend  from  Indiana  will  see 
if  he  will  refer  to  the  record.  When  the  special 
order  was  reached,  after  the  passage  of  the  Ne- 
braska bill,  the  same  special  order  was  twice  post- 
I)oned  by  a  vote  of  a  majority,  as  thai  majority 
lad  power  to  do.  This  was  done  when  an  anti- 
Nebraska  man  was  in  the  chair,  [Mr.  Chandler, 
of  Pennsylvania.]  What  was  done  in  tlie  usual 
order  of  business,  after  the  passage  of  the  Ne- 
braska bill,  would  of  course  haveT)een  done  by 
the  Administration  party,  if  this  special  order 
had  interfered  with  tne  success  of  that  measure. 
No  result  followed  that  vote,  according  to  my 
judgment  then  and  now,  except  the  postpone- 
ment of  its  final  passage  for  a  week;  furnishing  to 
gentlemen  who  had  been  deprived  of  it  an  oppor- 
tunity to  express  the  sentiments  of  their  con- 
stituents, and  the  country  to  demonstrate  its 
hostility  to  the  repeal  of^he  prohibition  of  1820. 
That  is  my  understanding  of  the  matter.  I  never 
characterized  that  vote  as  a  blunder;  no  man  has 
ever  so  characterized  it  in  my  presence  with  my 
consent.  I  do  not  now  claim  that  it  was  right. 
I  make  no  claim  to  infallibility.  I  only  say 
X  did  that  which  I  thought  to  be  right,  in  the  sin- 
cerity of  my  heart,  and  my  constituents  sustained 
me  in  what  I  did. 

Mr.  McMUULIN.  I  rise,  Mr.  Clerk,  for  the 
purpose  of  presenting  to  the  House  the  proposi- 
tion, by  way  of  amendment,  which  I  stated  the 
other  day  I  would  present.  And,  before  I  sub- 
mit it,  I  beg  leave  to  say,  in  reference  to  the 
eentlemen  on  this  side  of  the  House,  with  whom 
I  have  been  acting — with  whom  it  is  my  pride  and 
pleasure  to  act — and  with  whom  I  desire  to  con- 
tinue to  act,  that  whatever  may  be  thought  of  the 
proposition,  it  is  the  product  solely  of  my  own 
imagination;  and  no  human  being  on  earth  is  ac- 
countable for  it  but  myself.  I  regret,  however, 
that  my  very  distin^ished  colleague  from  the 
valley  of  Virginia  [Mr.  Letcher]  should  have, 
by  accident  or  otherwise,  [laughter,]  submitted 
on  Saturday  last  one  brandi  of  my  proposition, 
[renewed  laughter.]  I  have  furthermore  to  re- 
mark, that  in  what  I  shall  say  to  the  House  on 
this  occajsion,  or  in  what  may  be  embraced  in 
the  proposition  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  I  have 
no  design  of  building  up  for  myself  a  popularity 
at  home.  Sir,  I  take  tnis  occojsion  to  ^ive  notice 
to  the  House,  as  I  did  on  every  question  which 
affected  the  matt^^  last  session,  when  I  said  that, 
if  reelected ,  I  would  not,  under  any  circumstances, 
again  become  a  candidate  for  reflection  to  Con- 
gress, that  that  is  still  my  determination.  I  am 
here,  then,  Mr.  Clerk,  for  the  last  time.  There 
is  no  possible  circimistance  that  can  induce  me 
again  to  come  to  Congress.  And  I  beg  gentle- 
men to  believe  that  in  what  I  shall  say  on  this 
occasion,  or  in  the  resolution  wliich  I  shall  pre- 
sent, there  will  not  be  a  line  for  Buncombe. 

Mr.  Clerk,  I  shall  now  send  to  the  desk  my 
proposition  for  the  purpose  of  having  it  read,  and 
thereafter  I  shall  ask  leave  to  submit  a  few  re- 
marks to  the  House,  But  before  my  proposition 
be  read,  I  beg  leave  to  say  that,  in  my  humble 
judgment*  if  ever  there  was  a  time  which  called 
for  the  calm  and  serious  deliberation  and  consid- 


eration of  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  this  is  that 
time.  Sir,  1  shall  not  utter  one  word  here  to-day 
designed  to  wound  the  feelings  of  any  man  of 
the  party  with  which  I  act  and  have  acted;  nor 
shall  I  say  a  word  designed  to  wound  the  feel- 
ings of  the  gentlemen  who  belonged  heretofore  to 
the*old  national  Whig  party.  Sir,  I  respect  that 
party.  That  party  fought  us  in  1844  hke  men. 
They  fought  us^  on  principles — great  cardinal , 
constitutional  principles.  Neither  do  I  design  to 
say  one  word  intended  to  oflend  the  Know  Noth- 
ing or  Opposition  members  of  any  party.  If  these 
gentlemen  meet  on  this  floor  determined  to  sup- 
port liberal  sentiments,  to  uphold  the  liberty  of 
worshiping  God  and  the  freedom  of  speech,  no 
man  will  go  further  than  I  in  recognizing  and 

f>rotecting  them  in  their  social,  political,  and  re- 
igious  freedom.  But,  sir,  we  have  been  here 
fifteen  days,  and  as  yet  have  not  succeeded  in 
getting  an  organization.  I  think  the  time  has 
arrived  when  we  should  endeavor  to  effect  an  or- 
ganization of  the  Hotise.  And,  sir,  when  my 
proposition  shall  have  been  read,  you  will  per- 
ceive that  there  are  points  in  it  which  deserve  at 
least  the  favorable  consideration  of  gentlemen  on 
both  sides  of  the  House.  I  now  ask  that  my 
proposition  be  read  by  the  Clerk,  and  then  I  shall 
take  the  liberty  of  making  a  remark  or  two  fur- 
ther. 

Mr.  McMuLLm's  resolution  was  read,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Wtaereo8>  great  delay  has  ocenired  in  the  or^ization  of 
tliifl  House,  to  the  detriment  of  the  public  servico,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  diversity  of  opinion  which  prevails  among 
the  mcmbcn^  thereof;  Therefore,  itisunanuuou.««ly 

Rcsolted  by  the  members  of  tki»  Hotucy  That  arter  its  or- 
ganization no  business  shall  be  done  except  to  pw»s  the 
necessary  appropriation  bills ;  that  the  members  shall,  each 
and  all,  resign  their  seats  and  deliver  their  resignation  to 
the  Speaker  hereafter  to  be  chosen,  to  be  forwarded  by  hiin 
to  the  Governors  of  the  several  States  and  Territories  so 
soon  OS  the  appropriation  bills  shall  have  been  passed. 
And  to  carry  tne  proriaions  of  said  rotolution  into  effect, 
[blank]  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  declared  the  duly  elected 
Speaker  of  this  House,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  move  to 
lay  that  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  McMULLlN.  I  ask,  Mr.  Clerk,  that  gen- 
tlemen will  give  me  their  attention  for  a  few  mo- 
ments. As  regards  the  resolution  just  read,  I  at 
least  claim  for  myself  that  I  have  offere'd  it  in 
good  faith;  and  if  it  be  the  purpose  of  the  House 
to  organize  and  pass  the  legitimate  appropriation 
bills  for  the  support  of  the  Government  of  the 
country  then  I  say  to  them  "  you  can  eflfect  this 
object  Dy  the  adoption  of  this  resolution." 

1  do  not  mention  in  my  proposition  the  name 
of  any  gentleman  for  Speaker;  I  leave  a  blank  for 
thatpurpose.  And  allow  me  here  to  remark  that, 
with  all  the  attachment  which  I  feel  for  the  gen- 
tleman for  whom  I  have  been  registering  my  vote, 
and  for  whom  I  shall  continue  to  cast  it,  unless 
some  proposition  similar  to  that  which  I  have 
submitted  be  adopted,  I  am  ready  to  vote  for 
another  candidate  who  may  be  selected  in  accord- 
ance with  my  resolution.  But  I  will  continue  to 
cast  my  vote  for  Mr.  Richardsok  from  now  until 
the  4th  of  March  twelvemontli,  unless  gentlemen 
come  forward  and 

Mr.  DUNN,  (interrupting.)  Will  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  [Mr.McMuLLiN]  allow  me  to 
say  a  word  in  relation  to  his  proposition? 

Mr.McMULLIN.    Certainly. 

Mr.  DUNN.  His  resolution  as  I  understand 
it,  proposes  that  we  should  simply  pass  -the  ap- 
propriation bills.  I  ask  him  to  accept  as  a  modi- 
fication or  as  an  addition  the  following  clause: 
"And  a  bill  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  Kansas- 
Nebraska  bill  as  repeals  the  Missouri  compro- 
mise."   [Great  lauffhter.J 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  am  sure  the  learned 
gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Dunn]  does  not 
ask  me  in  good  faith  to  accept  that  proposition, 
expecting  mat  1  should  accept  it. 

Mr.  DUNN  was  understood  to  say  that  if  his 
amendment  was  accepted,  he  would  vote  for  the 
resolution. 

Mr.McMULLIN.  The  gentleman  ft-om  In- 
diana has  said  that,  if  I  will  accept  of  his  modifi- 
cation, he  will  vote  for  mv  proposition.  Let  me 
tell^  that  gentleman,  and  the  House,  and  the 
country,  that  one  of  the  objects  which  I  have  in 
view  in  submitting  my  proposition,  is  that  we 
shall  pass  the  ordinary  appropriation  bills,  so  as 
to  provide  for  the  public  service  of  the  country. 
Let  us  pass  them  and  go  home,  and  submit 


directly  to  the  people  the  very  question  to  which 
the  gentleman  alludes. 

Sir,  I  need  not  attempt  to  disguise  the  facts. 
The  issue  on  the  Kansas-Nebraska  question 
has  been  distinctly  made — made  by  the  vener- 
able gentleman  over  the  way,  Mr.  Qtiddings,  of 
Ohio,  and  others  with  whom  he  is  acting.  But 
I  am  not  disposed  to  discuss  that  question  now. 
At  a  proper  time,  after  the  House  shall  have  or- 
ganized, I  do  desire  to  discuss  it.  But  if  gentle- 
men desire  to  organize  the  House  for  practical 
purposes,  they  can  do  so  in  the  way  which  I 
nave  proposed. 

I  have  out  one  remark  more  to  make,  and  it  it 
this:  I  was  about  to  make  it  when  interrupted  by 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  (Mr.  Dunn.]  With 
all  my  partiality  for  the  gentleman  from  Illinois, 
[Mr.  Richardson,]  for  wnom  I  cast  my  vote,  and 
for  whom  I  will  continue  to  cast  it  unless  some 
change  shall  be  effected  here  by  a  proposition  of 
compromise,  there  are  some  seventy-five  other 
gentlemen  here  voting  also  for  Mr.  Richardso.v, 
and — such  is  the  conndence  which  I  have  in  these 
seventy-five  men — I  tell  the  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  that,  with  all  my  devotion  and  par- 
tiality for  that  gentleman  for  whom  I  have  been 
voting — for  many  of  them,  if  not  for  all  of  them — 1 
would  cast  my  vote  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  an 
organization  of  the  House.  Can  you  say  that 
much  over  the  way  ? 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  over  the 
way,  [Mr.  Reade,]  made  a  proposition  on  Satur- 
day, oy  way  of  compromise,  that  the  South 
should  select  a  northern  man.  Sir,  I  ask  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  the  fact  that  the  South 
have  presented  a  northern  man  ?  I  ask  that  gen- 
tleman if  the  South  have  not  done  the  very  thing 
which  he  desired?  Have  they  not  presented  that 
man  in  the  person  of  Mr.  Richardson,  of  lUinois? 
Is  not  Mr.  Richardson  a  northern  man?  Is  he 
not  a  national  man?  We  have,  then,  complied 
with  your  proposition.  I  appeal  to  the  gentleman 
himself  who  so  eloquently  made  this  appeal  to 
the  House,  to  say  if  we  have  not  complied  exactly 
with  his  proposition,  although  we  have  been  un- 
able to  elect  our  candidate.  He  also  proposed  as 
a  compromise  that  the  North  should  select  some 
Southern  man.  Let  them  select  such  a  man — see 
whether  they  cannot  elect  him.  If  gentlemen 
desire  that  the  business  of  the  Government  shall 
be  carried  on,  if  they  desire  that  the  wheels  of 
Grovemment  shall  not  stand  still,  let  them  fill  the 
blank  in  my  resolution  with  the  name  of  some 
suitable  man.  It  has  l)een  suggested  that  it  should 
be  filled  with  that  of  Mr.  Banks.  Well,  sir,  I 
take  pride  in  repeating  what  I  have  already  said, 
that  tnere  are  some  seventy  odd  gentlemen  in  this 
Hall,  any  one  of  whom  1  would  cheerfullv  see 
placed  in  the  Speaker's  chair,  to  accomplish  the 
organization  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Clerk,  I  trust  I  shall  be  excused  for  de- 
taining the  House  this  long.  I  have  submitted 
the  proposition  now  before  you  in  good  faith.  If 
ever  there  were  a  time  when  the  members  of  the 
House  were  called  upon  to  exercise  the  most 
kindly  feeling  towards  each  other,  this  is  the 
time.  It  is  idle  to  disguise  the  fact;  men  in  all 
sections  are  now  looking  upon  the  condition  of 
the  country  as  almost  in  a  state  of  revolution. 
War  is  now  in  actuar existence  upon  your  border 
country,  and  that  war  is  being  waged  upon  this 
very  question  of  slavery. 

As  1  remarked  before,  when  the  or^nization 
of  the  House  has  been  effected,  I  design  to  say 
something  at  length  upon  this  question  of  slavery, 
in  its  effects  upon  the  present  condition  of  the 
country;  but  I  desire  to  see  that  organization 
effectou  as  soon  as  possible.  I  hope,  therefore, 
that  in  reference  to  tne  resolution,  gentlemen  will 
look  the  matter  right  in  the  face — that  they  will 
vote  directly  either  for  or  against  it,  and  not 
dodge  the  question.  And,  by  the  way,  in  refer- 
ence to  this  motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  I  doubt 
very  much  whether  you  have  any  table.  At  any 
rate,  I  hope  gentlemen  will  not  give  the  matter 
the  go-by,  in  that  manner.  As  1  have  said,  ac- 
confing  to  my  understanding  of  parliamentary 
law,  in  the  present  condition  of  the  House,  I 
doubt  whether  such  a  thing  as  a  table  can  be  rec- 
ognized until  the  House  has  been  organized;  but 
however  that  may  be,  I  ask  gentlemen  to  meet 
the  matter  fairly  and  squarely,  and  vole  either  for 
or  a^nst  the  proposition  directly  and  upon  its 
merits. 
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Bflr.  ENGLISH.  I  move  to  lay  thu  resolution 
of  the  fenU«man  from  Virginia  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  GROW.  Before  that  motion  is  submitted 
IvisJ)  to  say  a  word,  and  I  will  not  detain  the 
House  lone. 

Mr.  READE.  Will  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylrania permit  mc  to  respond  to  an  interrogatory 

Ct  me  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
cMuLUN.n 

Mr.  GROW.  No,  sir;  I  have  b\}t  a  word  to 
tay,  and  I  will  yield  the  floor  altogether.  The 
gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  McMullin]  states 
uit  the  minority  of  the  House,  Mrith  whom  he 
sets,  have  brought  forward  a  national  man  as 
eandidate  for  Speaker,  for  whom  they  have  been 
Toting;  and  then  calls  upon  the  House  to  come 
forward  and  or^[anize  upon  a  national  platform 
aad  upon  a  nauonal  candidate.  Now,  1  believe 
the  records  show  that  seventeen  men  from  the 
North  have  voted  with  this  minority.  All  the 
others  are  southern  men.  I  suppose*,  then,  ac- 
cording to  his  authority,  seventeen  northern  men 
roting  with  the  South  upon  a  question  consti- 
totes  Uiem  a  national  party ;  so  that  we  may  here- 
after undeiBtand,  when  it  is  requisite  to  constitute 
a  national  party,  that  if  we  or  the  North  can  get 
•eventcen  men  from  the  South  to  go  with  us 
ve  shall  constitute  the  national  party.  That  is 
all  tliat  is  wanted  to  secure  the  right  to  nation- 
ality. 

Mr.  600DE.  I  should  like  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  if  he  can  name  any  man 
of  his  political  party  who  has,  at  any  time  since 
tkis  TOting  commenced,  supported  any  man  as 
a  candidate  residing  in  any  one  of  the  southern 
StatM? 

Mr.  GROW.  As  far  as  that  is  concerned,  I 
▼ill  mmply  tell  the  eentleman  that  the  record 
tkowa  seventeen  normem  men  voting  with  the 
South. 

Mr.  GK)ODE.  I  repeat  the  question.  He 
speaks  of  these  seventeen  northern  men  who 
have  supported  this  northern  candidate  who  is 
also  supported  by  the  South.  I  ask  him  to  name 
a  sin^  northern  man  belonging  to  his  political 
orgaaization  who  has  votes  for  any  southern 
nan? 

Mr.  <H10W.  I  have  said  nothing  in  reference 
to  that  quption.  I  was  simply  stating  what  was 
the  definition  of  the  gentleman's  colleague  [Mr. 
McMvLLnrlof  nationality. 

Mr.  GOODE.  As  far  as  the  p&rty  with  which 
the  gsntleman  is  connected  is  concerned, its  only 
defimticm  of  nationality  consista  in  sectionalism. 
The  wfole  o^anization  is  a  sectional  organiza- 
tion,  tad  nothing  else. 

m.  GROW.  All  I  desire  to  say  is,  that,  ac- 
eorfiq^  to  the  definition  of  the  gentleman  from 
YbcelBiL  it  is  only  necessarv  for  seventeen  men 
in  ilk  House  to  vote  with  tne  South,  to  consti- 
tute astionaKty .  I  think  that  three  millions  of 
vot^hving  at  the  North  are  entitled  to  some 
ciSHlcfation  in  determining  a  question  of  nation- 
afittatwell  as  the  seven  hundred  thousand  south 
ofHitOD  and  Dixon's  line. 

Ifr.OOODE.  We  have  men  voting  with  us 
miifalg  in  various  States  and  sections  of  the 

Jfe.  JONES,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  merely  wish 
to  sA  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Grow,]  as  nis  re- 
iHVfes  interest  me  to  some  extent,  how  he  makes 
ita^jpipar  that  seventeen  northern  men  in  this 
HoaWs  TOting  for  the  candidate  of  the  Demo- 
cis^  ptriy  of  the  Union,  and  he  a  northern 
■n» Makes  a  southern  party?  I  should  like  to 
kaovhow  he  makes  it  out?  It  is  a  simple  pro- 
cess «f  arithmetic,  and  J  should  be  pleasea  to 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  now  re- 
atttmr  motion  to  lay  the  whole  matter  upon 

Ht.  DITNN.    I  will  put  my  amendment  in  a 
I  move  to  amend  by  adding,  ailer 
sf^ropriation  bills,"  the  woitls— 

4aiavMliSf  so  miich  of  Uie  Kansas  and  Nebraska  bill, 
fumiMttB  ftnt  sti^on  of  the  lut  CoogreM,  as  abrogates 
'"        .PoBpcmniseof  1830. 
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Several  Members.  Too  late  !  Too  late!  Out 
of  order. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Illinois 
[Mr.  Washburne]  having  submitted  the  motion 
to  lay  the  resolution  upon  the  table,  the  Clerk 
thinks  it  is  too  late  to  move  to  amend  until  that 
motion  shall  have  been  disposed  of. 

Mr.  DUNN.    What  is  the  question,  then? 

The  CLERK.  It  is  upon  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois,  to  lay  the  resolution  of 
Uie  eentleman  from  Vii^nia  upon  the  tabic. 

Mr.  READE.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  McMullii<^]  a  single  ques- 
tion, as  he  has  appealed  ta  mc. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  will  proceed 
unless  there  be  objection. 

Mr.  READE.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  if  the  party  with  whom  he  acts — 
I  mean  uosc  who  voted  for  Mr.  Richardson — 
approve  of  the  proposition  made  by  me  the 
other  day  ? 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  approve  of  that  part  of 
it  which  is  embraced  in  my  own  proposition. 
[Laughter.]  I  approve  of  it  so  far  as  it  approves 
of  the  conduct  of  those  gentlemen  from  the 
South  who  have  been  voting  for  a  northern  man. 
Thus  far  I  approve  of  the  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  I  move  that  the  Buncombe 
resolution  and  the  Buncombe  amendment  be  both 
laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  deny  the  charge  that  the 
resolution  is  a  Buncombe  one. 

Mr.  MORGAN.    1  do  charge  it  as  such. 

Mr.  PAINE.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  have  one  word 
to  say  in  reference  to  what  has  fallen  from  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Mc- 
MuLLiN.]  1  came  here  for  the  purpose  of  ^Ifcns- 
acting  the  public  business,  and  to  throw  no  ob- 
stacle in  tne  way  of  the  accomplishment  of  so 
desirable  an  end — fVilly  determined  to  act  as  a 
national  man  on  this  floor.  And,  sir,  the  prop- 
osition which  came  from  my  colleague,  [Mr. 
Reade,]  it  struck  me,  was  or  a  very  fair  and 
honorable  character,  and  one  properly  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  this  House  under  the  circumstances  in 
which  we  are  placed.  If  that  proposition,  then, 
is  to  be  considered  at  all,  I  trust  that  it  may  be 
entertained  in  good  faith. 

Now  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Mc- 
Mullin]  has  raised  his  voice  and  sent  forth  to  the 
land,  that  we  have  set  before  us  for  our  adoption 
a  proposition  like  that  submitted  to  the  booy  by 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina. 

I^r.  McMULLIN.  With  the  gentleman's  per- 
mission, I  will  set  myself  right  in  the  matter.  I 
did  not  BO  declare  as  he  has  stated.  I  announced 
that  the  proposition  which  I  offered  embraced  one 
branch  of  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  to  wit:  that  we  of  the  South  had 
submitted  a  northern  man;  and  that  the  majority 
of  the  southern  members  having  selected,  have 
voted  for  him.  Therefore  I  asserted  that  that 
branch  of  his  proposition  was  embraced. 

Mr.  READE,  (in  his  seat.)  Yes,  you  are 
from  the  South ! 

Mr.  PAINE.  Mr.  Clerk,  it  is  well  known 
that  we  are  here  in  the  situation  of  a  sick  man 
needing  physic.  [Laughter.]  However  nause- 
ating It  may  be,  I  apprehend  that  in  an  emer- 
gency there  is  no  man  who  would  refuse  to  take 
It;  and  I  also  apprehend  there  is  no  man  so  child- 
ish that  would  not  resist  its  being  forced  down 
bis  throat,  together  with  the  bottle.  That  is  the 
situation  in  which  we  arc  placed  by  the  selection 
of  this  northern  man.  He  is  brought  for  our 
acceptance,  hedged  around  with  a  wml  which  no 
honorable  man,  standing  as  I  do,  can  either  ^et 
over  or  undertake  to  climb.  That  resolution 
offers  an  insult  to  the  constituency  which  I  rep- 
resent; and  however  well-disposed  I  might  be 
to  pass  it  by  in  order  to  elevate  this  man  to 
the  Speaker's  chair,  I  cannot  do  it  unless  I  put 
that  insult  upon  my  constituents.  That  is  the 
position  in  which  we  arc  placed;  and  I  wish 
merely  to  say  this  in  order  to  counteract  the  im- 
pression which  may  go  forth  from  the  gentle- 


man's remarks,  that  I  stand  here  obstinately 
persisting  against  the  organization  of  the  House. 

[Cries  of  "  Question  V'  and  "  Call  the  roll !"] 

Mr.  KEITT.    What  is  the  question  ? 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Illinois 
[Mr.  Washburne]  moves  that  the  resolution  of 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  McMullin] 
be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  KEITT.  Does  that  motion  include  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  in 
respect  to  the  reinstatement  of  the  Missouri  com- 
promise ? 

The  CLERK.  It  does  not.  The  motion  to 
lay  upon  the  table  was  made  first,  and  it  cuts  off 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  fVom  Indiana. 

Mr.  KEITT.  Did  he  not  offer  it  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  proposition  of  ths  gentleman  from 
Viiiginia  ? 

The  CLERK.  He  did,  but  it  could  not  be  re- 
ceived during  the  pendency  of  the  motion  to' lay 
upon  the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  are  called  on  the  motion  to 
lay  upon  the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  motion 
to  lay  upon  the  table  was  a^eed  to. 

Sp  the  resolution  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

[Cries  of  **  Call  the  roll!"  "Go  on  with  the 
call !"  from  all  parts  of  the  Hall.] 

The  Clerk  again  called  the  roll,  and  the  follow- 
ing was  the  result  of  the  sixty-second  vote :  Whole 
number  of  votes  cast,  223;  necessary  to  a  choice, 
112;  of  which— 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks  received 108 

William  A.Richardson 73 

Henry  M.  Fuller 37 

Benjamin  F.  Letter S 

James  L.  Orr 1 

John  WUliams 1 

John  Scott  Harrison 1 

Alexander  C.  M.  Pennington.... 1 

James C.  Alien 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr*  Banks— Memn.  Albright^  Allison,  Barboor,  Hen- 

S'  Bennett,  Benson,  Billinghurn,  Bingham,  Bishop,  Bliss, 
radshaw,  Brenton,  Buffington.  Burlingame,  Jamea  U. 
Camp4>ell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  CnaflTee,  Ezra  Clark,  Claw- 
son,  CoUax,  Comins,  Covode,  Cragin,  Cumback,  Damrell, 
Timothy  Davis,  Day,  Uean,Dc  Witt,  Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd, 
Dtirfee,  Edwards,  Emrie,  Flower,  Galloway,  Giddings, 
Gilbert,  Granger,  Grow.  Robert  u.  Hall,  Harlan,  HoUoway, 
TbomasB.  Ik»rton,  Valentine  B.  Horton,  Howard,  Hinbs- 
ton,  Kelsey,  King,  Knapp,  Knight,  Knowlion,  Knox,  Kun- 
kel.  Letter,  Mace,  Matteson,  McCarty,  Mcacbam,  Killian 
Miller,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Mott,  Morray,  Nichols,  Norton, 
Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Pearce,  Pelton.  Pennington.  Peny, 
Pettit,  Pike,  Pringle,  Purviance,  Ritchie,  Bobbins,  Roberts, 
Robison,  Sabin,  Sage,  Sapp,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Spino«r, 
Stanton,  Stranahan.  Tappan.Thorington,Tharst«o,  Todd, 
Trafton,  Tyson,  Vvade,  Wnkeman,  Walbridce,  Waldron. 
Cadwalader  C.  Washburne,  Ellihu  B.  Washburne,  Israel 
Waabbom,  Watsoa,  Welch,  Wood,  WoodmlT,  and  Wood- 
worth. 

fbr  Mr.  Biehardnn — Messra.  Aiken,  AUen,  Barclay, 
Barksdale,  Bell,  Henry  S.  Bennc^Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce, 
Branch,  Brooks,  Burnett,  Cadwalader,  Caruthers,  Gaskie, 
CUngman,  Howell  Cobb,  Wilhamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Craige, 
Crawford,  Denver,  Dowdell,  Edmundscm,  EUiott,  Englira, 
Faulkner,  Florence,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode,  Green- 
wood, Augustus  Hall,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomas  L. 
Harris,  Herbert,  Hickman,  Houston,  Jowett,  George  W. 
Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Keitt,  Kelly,  Kidwell.  Letcher, 
Liimi^un,  Samuel  S.  Marshall,  Maxwell,  McMuUin,  Mc- 
Queen, Smith  Miller,  MiUson,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Peck, 
Powell,  QulUnan.RufRn.  Rust. Sandidgc,  Savage,  Seward, 
Shorter,  Samuel  A.  Bmitn,WiIliam  Smith,  Stephens,  Stew- 
art, Talbott,  Taylor,  VaU,  Warner,  Watkins,  Wells,  Wins- 
low.  and  John  V.  Wright. 

For  Mr.  Fuller— Mc99n.  Broom,  John  P.  Campbell, 
Carlile.  Cox,  Cullen,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Edle.  Etber- 
idgc,  custis,  Evans,  Foster,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Harrison, 
Haven,  Hoffman,  Kennett,  Lake,  Lindley,  Humphrey 
Marshall,  Millward,  Paine,  Porter,  Puryear,  Reade,  Ready, 
Ricaud,  Rivers,  Scott,  WilUam  R.  Smith,  Sneed,  Swope, 
Trippe,  Underwood,  Valk,  Walker,  Whitney,  and  ZoUi- 
cofrer. 

Far  Mr.  Lc<(er— Mossrs.  Diun  and  Moore. 

For  Mr.  Oir— Mr.  Williams. 

For  Mr.  FFWuimj— Mr.  Wheeler, 

For  Mr.  Harriaon^Mr.  Henry  M.  Fuller. 

For  Mr.  Pennington— Mr.  Ball. 

For  Mr.  •^Uen—Mr.  Richardson. 

The  Clerk  again  called  the  roll,  and  the  follow- 
ing was  the  result  of  the  sixty-third  vote:  Whole 
number  of  votes  cast,  223;  necessary  to  a  choice, 
112;  of  which— 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks  rtcdved 109 
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would  state  to  the  Senator  from  Maine  that  there 
is  no  question  now  before  the  Senate.  The  ori- 
ginal resolution,  with  the  amendment,  has  been 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims,  and  there 
is,  therefore,  no  question  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.    Very  well.  • 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TuBSDAT,  JDeeem6er  18, 1855. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

ELECTION  OF  SPEAKER. 

Mr.  THORINGTON.  I  now  renew  the  reso- 
hition  which  I  offered  just  before  the  House  ad- 
journed yesterday.    I  submit  the  following: 

Rnolveif  That  the  House  will  proceeil  immediately  to 
Ibe  election  of  a  Speaker  viva  voce,  and  if.  after  the  roll 
tbBll  have  l>een  called  three  times,  no  member  shall  have 
*  received  a  minority  of  the  whole  number  of  votes,  the  roll 
■hall  again  be  called,  and  the  member  who  shall  then  receive 
Om  largest  number  of  votes,  provided  it  be  a  majority  of  a 
quorum,  shall  be  declared  to  be  chosen  Speaker. 

Mr.  MATTESON.  I  move  to  lay  that  reso- 
lu^on  upon  the  table;  and  upon  that  motion  I 
demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Iowa  to  withdraw  his  resolution  to  enable  me  to 
make  a  personal  explanation. 

Mr.  THORINGTON.  I  will  withdraw  it  for 
that  purpose.  * 

Mj^.  WALKER.  In  taking  my  seat  upon  this 
floor'^I  had  determined,  as  a  general  rule  for  my 
action  here,  not  to  notice  newspaper  comments 
upon  my  course.  Butatthispeuticularjuncture, 
sur,  in  the  condition  of  parties  in  this  House,  in 
view  of  the  gp*eat  popular  anxiety  caused  by  that 
condition,  by  the  failure  of  this  House  thus  far 
to  effect  an  organization — knowing  the  fact, 
eyer^r  member  upon  this  floor,  however  humble, 
however  unknown  he  may  be,  becomes  the  ob- 
ject of  scrutiny,  of  exammation;  and  I  feel  it 
due  tomjnself  and  to  the  pavty  with  which  I  have 
acted  here,  to  vindicate  my  own  conduct,  and,  as 
far  as  I  can,  attempt,  at  least,  a  vindication  of 
that  party. 

I  hold  in  my  hand  a  paper  published  in  the 
southern  extreme  of  this  Union,  a  leading  paper 
in  my  own  district — a  paper  devoted  to  the  advo- 
cacy of  the  Democratic  party  of  this  country. 
That  paper,  of  the  13th  of  the  present  month,  in 
eommentineupon  an  article  to  be  found  in  another 
paper  published  in  the  same  city,  but  which 
paper  supports  the  great  principles  of  the  Amer- 
ican party  in  that  country— I  say,  in  commenting 
upon  thiit  article,  the  paper  I  hold  in  my  hand — 
the  Mobile  Register — ^uses  the  following  language : 

<*  The  Democratic  party  in  Congreas  has  taken  its  stand 
apon  its  principles—principles  not  of  to-day  or  to-morrow, 
bat  prioeipies  that  will  stand  the  test  of  time,  and  remain 
the  sure  foundation  of  a  party  that  appeals  to  the  patriotism 
of  the  people  to  support  it  (or  their  own  and  the  country's 
good.  Thoy  have  no  barsains  to  offer.  They  do  not  choose 
to  buy  southern  Know  Nothinos  to  do  their  duty  to  thehr 
constituents  with  the  paltry  pelf  of  an  office,  or  a  contempt- 
ible advantage  in  the  wribution  of  the  powers  of  the 
Hoase.  They  ofi^r  a  creed  and  a  candidate  that  ouglU  to 
command  southem  Know  Nothing  votes ;  but  the  Adver- 
tiser and  its  small  party  in  Congress  prefer  trifling  to  duty, 
prefer  to  waste  their  suffrages  on  impossible  candidates  to 
planting  them  where  they  will  tell  against  the  enemies  of 
Che  South;  and  they  salve  their  consciences  imder  this 
solemn  mockery  bv  upbraidinc  a  scdid  body  of  seventy-nine 
Democrats  for  not  coming  to  their  corporaHs  guard  of  thirty, 
and  electing  Humphrey  Marshall,  Oh,  but  they  are  will- 
ing to  go  to  Richardson,  but  they  have  met  with  no  en- 
couragement fVom  the  Democrats ;  they  have  been  treated 
With  contempt.  We  ftmcy  no  Democrat  would  have  thrown 
an  obstacle  in  their  way  if  they  bad  walked  up  to  vote  for 
Richardson.  If  they  have  met  with  a  rebuff,  then,  it  is  on 
account  of  the  trade  they  brouriit  in  their  hands  as  a  con- 
sideration for  their  voting  for  Richardson.  They  are  ready 
to  do  their  duty,  ready  to  make  common  cause  with  the 
only  party  that  is  available  to  combat  Abolitionism,  pro- 
vided they  get  a  valuable  consideration  for  it.  Out  upon 
such  transparent  attempts  to  hoodwink  the  people  of  the 
South  in  reference  to  tlie  true  state  of  this  case !  The  fact 
stands  patent  to  tlie  public  eye,  that  the  southern  Know 
Nothings  are  engaged  in  solemn  trifling,  while  they  have 
had  it  in  their  power  to  have  defeated  thearch-conspiratore, 
Bcward,  Weed,  and  Greeley,  who  are  plotting  against  the 
safely  of  the  South  and  the  peace  of  the  Union." 

In  the  issue  of  the  same  paper  of  the  day  pre- 
ceding this,  in  another  article  commenting  upon 
Aie  state  of  affairs  in  this  House,  the  editors  re- 
(^r  to  me  by  name,  and  charge  me  with  having 
trifled  in  the  discharge  of  my  duty;  they  Say, 


that  upon  a  certain  day  I  am  recorded  as  having 
voted  for  a  Mr.  Davis  for  Speaker,  and  that  in 
turn  Mr.  Davis  voted  for  me. 

Now,  sir.  as  I  remarked  beibre, under  ordinary 
circumstan4s8, 1  should  have  taken  no  heed  to 
such  comments;  but  I  think  the  time  has  come 
when  every  man 's  position  upon  this  floor  should 
not  only  oe  known  to  his  fbllownnembers,  but 
made  known  to  the  country.  He  should  make 
known  where  he  stands,  and  where  he  intends  to 
stand.  Why,  sir,  this  small  body  of  thirty  men 
have  not  only  been  the  target  for  itte  press  of  the 
country,  but  they  have  been  used  in  this  House 
in  the  game  of  shuttle-cock  and  battle-door,  by 
the  Republicans  on  the  one  side,  and  by  the 
Democracy  on  the  other.  What  has  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Smith]  said?  Tnatthe 
Democratic  party  was  the  only  one  in  this  Hoiise 
acting  upon  principle.  Why,  sir,  it  is  the  prin- 
ciple of  party  arrogance,  of  party  exclusiveness. 
Tney  met  in  their  preliminary  caucus,  and  adopted 
a  resolution  whicn  many  of  tlie  calmer  members 
of  the  pcurty  cannot  but  admit  to  be  an  insult  to 
members  upon  this  floor  who  agreed  with  them 
on  the  general  principles  of  (£>vemment,  and 
only  differed  witk  them  in  reference  to  a  mere 
matter  of  legislative  expediency. 

Well,  what  is  the  condition  of  this  small  body 
of  thirty  men?  and  where  do  they  stand  ?  Have 
they  acted  thus  far  in  a  spirit  of  captiousness,  of 
caprice  ?  What  objects  had  they  to  gain  ?  What 
had  been  the  result  of  persistency  in  their  efibrts 
upon  this  floor  ?  Why,  sur,  is  tnere  a  man  here 
who  has  not  before  this  realized  the  fact  that,  if 
these  southem  Know  Nothings,  on  the  opening 
of  the  session,  had  rallied  to  tne  support  of  the 
Democratic  candidate,  (and  here  permit  me  to  say 
that  I  am  glad  to  have  met  that  gentleman  in  this 
Halt — I  say  it  though  not  belonging  to  the  party 
of  which  he  is  the  standard-beiu^r — the  comph- 
ment  extended  to  him  is  justly  his  due;)  the 
fact,  I  say,  must  now  be  realized  by  all  parties, 
that,  if  the  southem  Know  Nothings  had,  at  the 
opening  of  the  contest,  thrown  themselves  into 
tlie  raiucs  of  that  gentleman's  supporters,  there 
could  have  been  no  result  other  than  to  hare  free- 
soiled  the  organization  of  the  House.  A  union 
of  the  southem  Know  Nothings  with  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  could  not  have  insured  the  election 
of  Mr.  Richardson,  for  the  simple  reason,  that 
the  two  forces  united  would  not  constitute  a  ma- 
jority of  this  House,  and  such  an  effort  would 
in  all  probability  have  placed  the  control  of  the 
House  in  the  hands  of  the  Free-Soilers.  Then, 
so  far  as  the  southem  Know  Nothings  of  this 
House  are  concerned,  die  effect  of  our  action  has 
been  to  stave  off  and  prevent  such  an  organiza- 
tion 03  the  one  mentioned. 

But,  sir,  that  party  ckiims  to  be  a  national  one. 
It  was  said  on  yesterday,  that  its  daim  to  na- 
tionality is  predicated  on — what?  On  a  certain 
number  of  southem  gentlemen  calling  themselves 
Democrats,  who  have  united  with  fifteen  gentlemen 
from  northern  States,  only  one  or  two,  I  believe, 
coming  from  a  State  furtlier  north  than  Pennsyl- 
vania. This  union  of  a  portion  of  southern  mem- 
bers upon  this  floor  witn  a  small  fragment  of  the 
northern  representation,  constitutes,  in  their  ap- 
prehension, a  full  and  com{rfete  title  and  ^imd 
to  the  claim  of  nationality.  Ckmtrast  their  posi- 
tion ,  so  far  as  the  claim  to  nationality  is  concerned , 
with  that  of  the  National  America  or  Know 
Nothing  party  of  this  House.  Some  twenty-«ix 
or  twenty-seven  southem  gentlemen  with  fifteen 
northern  gentlemen,  coming  from  some  of  the 
largest  States  in  the  Union,  unitin^r  for  a  common 
purpose,  standing^  upon  a  basis  Known  to  this 
country,  and  pledged  by  their  acts  here  to  do— 
what?  Why,  to  Sbide  by  existing  laws  on  the 
subject  of  slavery;  to  resut  with  ml  their  efforts 
a  renewal  of  the  agitation  of  the  subject  in  and 
out  of  this  Hall;  and  to  vote  for  the  admission 
of  a  State  into  the  Union,  whether  its  constitution 
docs  or  does  not  recognize  slavery  as  one  of  its 
social  institutions.  This  is  the  position  of  this 
much-abused  and  vilified  American  party  of  this 
House;  and  when  I  use  the  term  <<  American 
party,"  imderstand  me  as  only  making  applica- 
tion to  those  thirty  or  forty  with  whom  I  have 
thus  far  acted. 

But,  say  my  Democratic  friends^theirs  is  the 
only  national  pa^ty.  National!  Why,  sir,  its 
claims  to  nationality  rest  upon  a  sandy  founda- 
tion. 


Now,  I  would  ask  them,  and  in  no  taunting 
spirit,  whether  they  have  the  power  to  unite  in 
harmonious  action  its  members  fVom  different  sec- 
tions ?  I  ask  them  to  point  me  to  any  great  prind- 
ple  emblazoned  upon  their  present  banner,  potent 
enough  to  break  dovm  geographical  and  sectional 
questions? 

It  has  no  just  claim  to  nationality.  It  main- 
tains, it  is  tme,  here  and  there,  its  name  and  or- 
ganization, but  it  has  long  since  lost  that  inte^ity 
of  aim  and  purpose,  that  attachment  to  princi{^, 
which  heretofore  won  the  popular  regard  and 
favor. 

It  lives  but  under  the  shadow  of  its  past  renown. 
It  can  only  purchase  a  nationality  by  unmanlv 
and  disgraceful  compromises.  But  even  at  saca 
a  cost  its  claim  to  nationality  is  an  empty  boast. 

North  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line  it  nas  shared 
the  fate  of  its  old  adversary,  and  been  absorbed 
in  the  swelling  tide  of  Free-SoiUsm. 

At  the  South,  it  is  divided  betweep  the  sap- 
porters  and  the  opponents  of  the  Adnunistratioo; 
and  it  is  a  fact  known  to  the  country,  that  its 
successes  in  the  late  elections,  achieved  as  they 
were  by  the  cooperation  of  Whigs — ^who,  with- 
out any  coincidence  of  opinion,  save  opposition 
to  the  American  j>arty,  united  with  them  for  the 
time-^have  been  rather  the  result  of  local  and 
State  issues,  and  a  misconception  of  iim  aims 
and  purposes  of  the  new  party,  than  any  gen- 
eral popular  recognition  of  any  great,  livii^ 
principle  of  the  Democratic  party.  I  ask  if  this 
is  not  a  portraiture  of  the  Democratic  party  ? 
Yet  this  is  their  claim  to  nationality;  and  because 
southem  men,  having  an  identity  of  feeling  with 
them,  withhold  their  cooperation,  they  are  ac- 
cused as  leaguing  against  that  party  with  Free- 
Soilers.  As  long  as  that  insulting  resolution 
stares  them  in  the  face,  and  is  not  retracted,  it 
places  them  in  a  humiliating  position.  I  ask  the 
members  of  that  party,  in  all  candor  and  kind- 
ness, whether  they  are  just  in  putting  us  in  that 
position  ? 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Pennsylvania.  Will  the  gen- 
tleman allow  me  to  make  a  single  remark  ? 

Mr.  WALKER.    Certainly. 

Mr.  JONES.  As  I  had  the  honor  of  submit- 
ting the  resolution  to  which  he  refers,  I  wiadi  to 
state  exactly  what  was  meant  by  it.  I  will 
merely  state  that  the  nationality  of  Pennsylvania, 
instead  of  being  represented  upon  this  floor  this 
day  by  six  national  votes,  would  poll  seventeen 
for  Mr.  Richardson^  if  it  were  not  for  Know 
Nothinfi;i8m,  which  is  understood,  in  my  coun- 
try, to  be  synonjrmous  with  Free-Soilism.  The 
nationality  of  the  Democratic  party  in  this 
House,  in  my  opinion,  consists  in  this  fact:  that 
the  whole  body  or  the  Democratic  members  from 
the  Jforlhy  and  the  whoU  body  of  the  Democratic 
members  f^om  the  SoM,  act  together  here  as  a 
unit.  No  other  party  here  presents  that  aspect. 
Now  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  certainly  does 
not  impute  to  me,  or  those  ^ntlemen  who  voted 
for  my  resolution,  an  intention  to  insult  any  in- 
dividual, or  any  class  of  individuals.  I  am  sure 
such  was  not  the  case.  My  friend  ivill  search 
those  resolutions  in  vain  to  find  a  word  about 
the  American  party.  We  speak  of  the  Know 
Nothing  party,  wnich,  in  my  country — and  I 
proeume  it  is  the  same  elsewhere— means  Free- 
Soilism  concealed,  in  contradistinction  to  Free- 
Soilism  openly  and  publicly  professed. 

I  merely  wish  my  friend  to  understand,  as  an 
allusion  was  made  to  the  same  thing  yesterday, 
that,  as  I  understand  tlie  Democracy,  they  only 
wished  to  place  themselves  on  a  national  platform 
before  the  whole  country,  so  that  neither  gentle- 
men from  the  North  nor  gentlemen  from  the 
South  should  misunderstand  their  position.  They 
mean  to  stand  upon  that  platform  without  com- 
promise or  concession;  they  do  it  from  devotion 
to  what  they  believe  to  be  a  great  principle,  and 
as  a  duty  which  they  owe  to  their  country;  but 
they  never  did  design  to  cast  any  imputation 
upon  any  class  or  classes  of  men. 

I  hope,  therefore,  my  fnend  from  Alabama 
will  understand  that,  in  speaking  of  the  Know 
Nothing  party,  as  a  Pennsylvania  Democrat  I 
mean  to  say  that,  but  for  that  party  by  that 
name  called  and  known — and  the  records  of  the 
country  sustain  me  in  that  position — ^I  believe 
that  Pennsylvania  this  day  would  cast  a  vote 
that  no  man  would  question  the  nationiility  of. 

Mr.  ALLISON.    Will  the  gentleman  frorti 
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Mr.  JONES.    Will  my  eollea^e  name  them  ? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  suppose  those  gentlemen 
will  carry  out  fairly  the  principles  on  vmich  they 
were  elected. 

Mr.  KEITT     Wh»  are  they  ? 

Several  Membbrb.    Name  them. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Well,  there  is  Mir.  Grow 
[laughter]  and  Mr.  Barclay. 

Mt.  JOwES.  Mr.  Grow  is  able  to  speak  for 
himself. 

Mr.  GROW.  I  dm  anxious  for  the  floor  for 
that  purpose. 

Mr.  JONES.  All  I  can  say  is,  that  I  under- 
stand Mr.  Grow  to  take  his  position  openly, 
publicly,  and  honorably.  I  will  imi>each  the 
motives  of  no  man.    If  he  professes  his  princi- 

£les  openly,  I  will  take  him  by  that  profession. 
fr.  Grow  did  not  meet  with  us  in  caucus,  and 
has  not  voted  with  us  once.  I  understand  that 
he  does  not  pretend  or  profess  to  belong  to  what 
we  call  the  national  Democracy.  I  was  only 
•sorry  that  I  understood  him  to  8#y  yesterday 
that  the  only  objection  he  had  to  it  at  the  North 
was  that  there  were  only  seventeen  of  us.  I  have 
no  doubt  he  has  another  reason,  but  that  was  the 
only  one  he  gave.  I  have  no  doubt,  however, 
that  he  will  explain  himself  fully . 

Other  gentlemen  from  Pennsylvania  met  with 
us  in  caucus  and  have  voted  with  us.  We  under- 
stand them  to  be  opposed  to  the  repeal  of  the 
Kansas-Nebraska  bm;  and  anything  beyond  that 
is  between  them  and  their  constituents.  I  did 
suppose  that  the  Pennsylvania  vote  cast  for  Mr. 
Banri,  meant  that  all  who  <voted  for  him  from 
Fennsylvania  were  a^^ainst  the  Kansas-Nebraska 
bill.  If  I  am  wrong  m  this,  I  shall  be  happy  to 
be  corrected 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  repeat  that 
I  desire  to  make  an  inquiry  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvcmia. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  will  yield  to  you  for  a  mo- 
ment. 

Mr.  GROW.  I  desire  the  floor  to  say  a  few 
words  only. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  There  is  plenty  of  time; 
take  it  leisurely. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  I  understood  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  the  Berks  district 
of  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Jones]  made  the  platform 
which  was  adopted  by  the  Democratic  caucus 
which  nominated  for  Speaker  my  friend  and  col- 
league, Mr.  RicHARDsoK.  I  understand,  from 
the  explanation  he  has  made  to-day  in  regard  to 
that  pliitfonn,  that  there  is  a  difference  between 
the  Know  Nothings  and  the  Americans;  that  he 
considers  tlie  Know  Nothings  to  be  Abolitionists; 
and  that  the  expression  **  Know  Nothings* 'used 
in  that  platform  was  not  intended  to  apply  to  the 
southern  Know  Nothings  or  Americans.  I  un- 
derstood that  to  be  his  explanation  here  this 
morning.  I  desire  to  know  if  ho  wishes  that 
explanation  so  to  go  out  to  the  country  ? 

Mr.  JONES.  I  can  only  say  I  am  sorry  my 
friend  from  Illinois  should  have  misunderstood 
me  upon  the  subject,  for  I  certainly  meant  to  say 
no  such  thing. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  I  certainly  understood 
the  gentleman  as  I  have  represented  him. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  will  restate  the  matter.  An 
objection  was  raised  here  this  morning  by  the 
gentleman  fVom  Alabama,  [Mr.  Walker,]  that 
the  resolution  of  the  Democratic  caucus — not  a 
platform  made  by  me,  but  by  the  Democratic 
party  in  caucus,  of  which  I  was  merely  an  humble 
instrument,  and,  as  such,  offered  the  resolutioi^ — 
had  treated  the  American  party  with  contempt. 
I  stated  that  the  words  "American  party"  were 
not  in  the  resolution,  and  that  not  a  single  word 
used  therein  was  intended  to  be  disrespectful  to 
any  man  or  class  of  men. ' 

One  word  fUrther.  I  stated  that  in  my  coun- 
try— and  there  I  speak  for  myself,  and  do  not 
mean  to  be  sectional  by  any  Mason  and  Dixon 
line,  but  mean  on  the  word  countrv  the  whole 
country — our  belief  and  understanaing  is,  that 
Know  Nothin^ism  is  Free-Soilism  in  disguise; 
and,  whatever  it  publicly  professes,  it  goes  to  the 
polls,  and  defeats  the  national  Democratic  party 
by  voting  with  the  Free-Soil  party,  and  that  ac- 
counts for  the  paucity  of  our  numbers.  When 
I  speak  of  Know  Nothin^ism  as  we  understand 
it  at  the  North,  I  mean  this:  Know  Nothingism, 
wherever  it  maj  be  found,  in  its  movements  and 
consequences,  is  in  direct  confliet  with  the  Dem- 


ocratic party,  and  indirectly  accomplishes  the 
same  end,  wnich  is  the  triumph  of  free-soilism. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  Then  the  gentleman  says 
this :  That  he  understands  Know  Nothingism  to  be 
Abolitionism  in  disguise,  as  contradistinguished 
from  Americanism. 

Mr.  JON  ES.    No,  sir;  I  did  not  say  that. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  Then  I  wUl  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Penhsylvania,  if  he  does  not  con- 
sider Know  Nothingism  and  Americanism  the 
same  thine:? 

Mr.  JONES.  No,  sir;  I  am  an  American 
myself;  but  I  am  not,  and  I  never  will  be,  a 
Know  Nothing.    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  I  assume  that  we  are  all 
Americans,  but  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
must  well  understandHhe  meaning  of  the  word  in 
the  manner  in  which  I  used  it,  and  I  desire  him 
to  explain  the  difference  he  has  attempted  to  draw 
between  Know  Nothingism  and  Amercanism. 

Mr.  JONEIS.  I  presume  I  could  do  that  more 
satisfactorily  afler  having  gone  through  the  pro- 
cess of  initiation  in  the  ordec,  which  has  not 
happened  to  me  as  yet.  But  I  will  proceed  to 
explain  as  best  I  can.  There  is  a  party  in  this 
country  which  calls  itself  American,  which  calls 
itself  Know  Nothing,  which  calls  itself  Anti- 
Foreign  ,  which  calls  itself  the  party  of  the  country , 
which  calls  itself  the  national  party,  and  at  other 
times  a  sectional  party;  and  if  me  gentleman 
from  Illinois  means  either  of  these,  as  they  style 
themselves,  then  I  mean  that  every  one  of  those 
names  are  synonymous,  and  mean  a  party  which 
bodes  no  good  to  our  country  or  to  tne  Union. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  I  understood,  from  the 
language  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  in 
the  explanation  he  made  of  the  platform  of  the 
Democratic  caucus,  that  he  intended  that  language 
as  an  invitation  to  the  southern  Know  Nomings 
to  come  in  and  vote  for  his  candidate ;  and  that  the 
.platform,  as  laid  down  by  the  Democratic  caucus 
and  explfldned  by  himself  this  morning,  offered 
no  barrier  to  their  coming  in  to  such  support.  I 
merely  state  how  I  understood  the  matter. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  can  only  say  I  am  astonished  that 
he  should  place  such  a  construction  on  my  lan- 
guage. Shall  I  now  say,  that  afler  I  have  offered 
a  resolution  in  the  Democratic  caucus  which  pub- 
licly proclaims  the  principles  of  its  organization, 
ana  which  says  to  tne  country  and  the  world  that 
we  never  will  take  down  one  plank  of  that  jslat- 
form,  can  that  gentleman  now,  by  any  possibil- 
ity, understand  me  now  to  mean  that  I  am  open 
to  compromise,  except  so  far  as  this,  that  our 
party  b  open  to  every  man  of  you,  as  soon  as  you 
repudiate  your  errors,  and  come  into  our  party, 
and  upon  our  platform? 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  I  believe  I  understood 
the  gentleman  as  others  did,  and  I  certainly  have 
no  desire  to  misrepresent  liim.  But  some  things 
have  taken  place  here  this  morning  which  ought 
to  be  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  country,  par- 
ticularly the  speech  of  tlie  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama, [Mr.  Walker,]  taken  in  connection  with 
what  fall  from  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
[Mr.  JoNEt.]  What  is  the  aspect  which  presents 
Itself  to  us  ?  The  gentleman  from  Alabama  sajy 
the  platform  of  the  Democratic  party,  or  caucus, 
interposes  between  those  standing  with  him  and 
the  Democratic  party  a  wall  of  fie,  which  they 
cannot  pass.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
[Mr.  Jokes]  makes  his  explanation,  after  which 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Walker] 
again  comes  forward;  and  what  does  he  tell  the 
House,  the  country,  and  the  Democratic  party 
upon  this  floor?    Why,  he  tells  the  Democratic 

{)arty,  if  they  will  ignore  the  platform  they  have 
aid  down,  it  thoy  will  ignore  the  candidate  they 
have  nominated  for  Speaker,  then  the  Know 
Nothing  party  of  the  South  will  join  with  the 
Democracy,  and  assist  in  electing  a  Speaker. 
Now,  I  want  to  know  what  foundation  there  is 
for  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama. 
I  desire  to  know  if  the  most  conservative  part 
of  the  Democratic  party  in  this  House  are  in 
favor  of  abandoning  their  organization  and  plat- 
form, and  of  coalescing  with  the  Know  Nothings 
of  the  South  ?  If  there  are  any  such ,  let  us  know 
who  they  are.    Let  the  country  know  it. 

Mr.  WALKER.  The  gentleman  from  Illinois 
misunderstood  me  if  he  supposed  I  insinuated 
that  there  was  any  such  intention. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  That  is  certainly  what 
I  understood  the  gentleman  to  say. 


Mr.  WALKER,  Then  the  gendeman  mi«. 
apprehended  me. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  I  stand  isorrected,  and, 
of  course,  have  no  more  to  say  upon  that  poict. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  believe  I  am  entitled  to  the 
floor,  having  simply  yielded  it  to  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois  for  the  purpose  of  asking  a  question. 
He  seems,  however,  to  oe  making  qiute  a  speech. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  I  will  occupy  but  ^ 
moment  more.  The  gentleman  from  Alabama 
disclaims  having  made  any  such  remark  as  I  liarc 
imputed  to  him,  and  declares  there  is  no  intention 
of  pursuing  the  course  I  have  spoken  of;  but 
if  tnere  are  any  Democrats  who  intend  To  teko 
that  course,  I  would  like  to  know  who  they  are, 
and  I  should  like  to  have  the  country  know. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  am  about  to  surrender  the 
floor,  but  I  wish  to  have  this  matter  set  right  be 
fore  I  do  so.  I  understand  the  gtsntleman  from 
Alabama  JMr.  Walker]  to  say  this,  whicli 
amounts  simply  to  the  choosing  of  the  least  of 
two  evils:  that  it  might  so  happen  to  his  party, 
without  asking  anything  at  our  nands  at  an,  thai 
if  they  are  culed  upon  to  decide  between  the 
candioate  for  Speaker  who  has  received  ilw 
largest  number  ot  votes  and  the  candidate  of  tk 
Democratic  party,  as  they  now  stand,  as  a  choice 
of  two  evils  they  might  prefer  Mr.  Richardsok 
to  Mr.  Banks. 

Mr.  WALKEIR.  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania also  misunderstood  me. 

Mr.  JONES.    Then  I  stand  corrected. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  think  I  said  this— and  in 
repeatinjg  it,  I  would  thank  the  House  to  hear 
and  weigh  well  the  words  I  employ  to  convey 
the  idea — so  far  as  I  was  concerned,  desmag  t« 
I  did  a  proper  and  conservative  organization  of 
the  House,  and  believing  as  I  did  that  I  was  ex- 

Fressing  the  wishes  of  most  of  those  with  whom 
had  acted  upon  this  floor,  I  was  willing,  in  the 
event  that  this  House  should  not  be  organized 
to^ay,  to  meet  in  this  Hall  this  evening  upon 
this  basis. 

I  asked  that  all  the  members  of  the  House 
who  are  willing  to  abide  by  the  existing  laws  on 
the  subject  of  slavery;  who  are  op|M>sed  to  a  re- 
newal of  agitation  on  this  question  here  or  else- 
where; and  who,  in  obedience  to  their  constitu- 
tional obligations,  are  prepared  to  vote  for  the 
admission  of  a  State  wncther  its  constitution  did 
or  did  not  recognize  slavery  as  a  part  of  its  sociaJ 
system,  should  meet  in  conference.  These,  I 
think,  were  my  words. 

Mr.  JONES  resumed  the  floor. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  Will  the  gentlenum 
just  allow  me  to  ask  him  one  question  ? 

Mr.  JONES.  Excuse  me.  m  only  want  to  say 
a  word  in  reply  to  the  explanation  of  my  fri«na 
from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Walker.]  I  can  now 
easily  understand  how  I  was  mistaken  as  to  the 
meaning  of  what  he  said.  He  said — using  his 
very  words — that  his  sympathies  were  with  Uie 
conservative  party — with  tlie  national  party,  with 
the  party  which  is  opposed  to  the  restoration  of 
the  Missouri  compromise  line,  and  whicli  desires 
half  a  dozen  other  things;  and  the  portraiture 
which  he  drew  of  this  party  fitted  my  party  so 
well  that  I  thought  the  gentleman  was  alluding 
all  the  time  to  the  national  Democratic  party. 
[Laughter.]  Now,  if  I  have  committed  a  mis- 
take in  this,  I  hope  the  gentleman  from  Alabama 
will  not  find  fault  with  me  on  that  account,  because, 
as  I  say,  he  described  just  the  party  to  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  belong.  [Continued  laughter.] 
It  was  therefore  only  a  simple  misconstructiou 
of  an  application,  and  I  hope  he  will  pardon  me 
for  making  the  application  which  I  did  of  his  re- 
marks. I  certainly  did  apply  all  he  said  to  the 
Democratic  party. 

My  colleague  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Au.** 
•on]  has  asked  me  oiice  or  twice  for  the  floor,  and 
I  now  yield  it  to  him. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  I  want  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Jones]  one  am- 
gle  question. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Alabama.  Do  give  him  the  floor 
and  let  him  get  through. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  The  quesUon  I  wish  w 
ask  is  this;  Will  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr.  Jones]  ana  his  friends  ^o  to  the  cau- 
cus for  which  they  have  got  so  polite  an  i"^*' 
tion  from  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  [Mr* 
Walker  ?]  [Laughter,  and  shouts  of  **  Oh,  to 
be  sure  we  will;  w^y  not?*'] 
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country  believed  that  there  was  such  a  state  of 
a^airs  existing  that  promised  peace  on  this  ques- 
tion for  all  time  to  come.  They  had  heard  the 
President  declare  that  no  act  of  his  should  go  to 
disturb  the  harmony  that  pervaded  the  Union. 
The  people  thus  believed  and  voted,  and  per- 
mittea  themselves  to  be  deceived.  They  sent 
here  those  who  thought  proper  to  disturb  the  har- 
mony of  the  country  by  taking  land  from  free- 
dom, called  Nebraska  and  Kansas. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  should  like  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  from  whence  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  acquired  the  country  em- 
braced within  the  existing  Territories  of  Kansas 
and  Nebraska? 

Mr.  ALLISON.    By  purchase,  I  suppose, 

Mr.  ORR.    From  whom  ? 

Mr.  ALLISON.    France. 

Mr.  ORR.  Was  it  not  slave  territory  when  it 
was  purchased  r  0 

Mr.  ALLISON.    There  were  slaves  there. 

Mr.  ORR.  Slavery  existed  there  at  the  time 
of  the  purchase  from  France  ? 

Mr.  ALLISON.    Certainly. 

Mr.  ORR.  Then  by  the  compromise  of  1820 
gentlemen  took  from  slavery — as  he  chooses  to 
put  it  in  these  terms — that  which  belonged  to 
slavery;  and  now,  when  it  is  taken  back,  he  says 
that  we  have  deprived  freedom  of  that  to  which 
she  w^as  entitled. 

Mr.  ALLISON.  It  w«w  a  compromise  forced 
upon  the  country  by  southern  votes;  but  gen- 
tlemen  did  not  stand  to  their  own  bargain.  tA.nd 
I  have  heard  gentlemen  here  taunt  us  thus:  why, 
say  they,  you  refused  to  9tand  by  that  compro- 
mise for^  many  years,  and  because  you  refused 
to  stand  by  it,  we  will  take  from  you  the  little 
that  you  were  allowed  to  have.  That  is  the  kind 
of  justice  that  is  to  Jbe  meted  out  to  us.  You 
drove  us  into  a  compromise  contrary  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  right  and  justice.  You  gave  us  a  por- 
tion, a  small  portion,  and,  when  you  had  the 
power  again,  snatched  even  that  small  portion 
from  us.  Are  we  to  be  put  off  thus?  Are  we  of 
the  North  to  be  taunted,  because  our  constituents 
are  not  willing  to  abide  by  such  action  ?  No,  sir; 
the  time  has  come  when  the  people  of  the  North 
are  determined  that  northern  sentiment  shall  have 
justice  done  it.  To  be  sure  it  was  a  Territory  in 
which  slavery  did  exist.  That  is  true;  but  by 
the  compromise  of  1820  a  large  portion  of  it  was 
dedicated  to  freedom,  and  that,  too,  by  a  solemn 
compact.  At  that  time  it  was  supposed  many 
years  would  elapse  before  the  Territory  would 
be  inhabited;  but  just  as  freedom  was  about  to 
have  some  portion  of  it,  when  it  was  to  realize 
some  of  the  benefits  of  the  compromise,  a  power 
steps  in,  and  takes  tliat  which  under  the  com- 
pact justly  belonged  to  her.  And  yet  gentlemen 
ask  us  to  acquiesce  in  the  wrong  that  has  been 
done  us.  There  are  honorable  gentlemen  here 
from  the  South  who  acknowledged  this  wrong, 
and  who  deprecated  the  act  at  the  time  of  its 
commission.  They  believed  it  to  be  an  iniustice, 
and  that  it  would  open  the  fiood-gatcs  of  agita- 
tion and  bitter  feeUns;.  They  believed  that  it 
was  an  apple  of  discordthrown  amone  the  people; 
yet  our  constituents  are  condemneafor  sending 
here  those  who  reflect  their  sentiments. 

Mr.  JONEIS.  Name  the  southern  men  to  whom 
you  allude?  Are  they  Whiffs  or  Democrats? 

Mr.  ALLISON.  I  will  attend  to  my  col- 
Iea£;;ue's  question  at  some  future  time.  If  he 
will  call  at  my  room  I  will  furnish  him  with  all 
the  information  of  the  kind  which  he  may  de- 
sire. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  With  my  colleague's  per- 
mission, I  would  ask  the  Clerk  how  long  my 
colleague  can  retain  the  floor,  and  farm  it  out  to 
gentlemen  to  make  speeches?  I  understand  that 
my  colleague  [Mr.  Jones]  yielded  it  to  him  for 
thejpurposc  of  asking  him  some  questions. 

Tlie  CLERK.  The  Clerk  will  reply  to  tl\e 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  that  there  are  now 
no  rules  in  force,  and  tnat  a  gentleman  can  retain 
the  floor  as  lon^  as  it  is  tlie  pleasure  of  the 
House  to  allowliim  to  do  so. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  want  to  ask  my  col- 
league from  the  Schuylkill  district  [Mr.  Camp- 
bell] some  questions  which  are  pcrunent  to  the 
subject-matter  of  his  remarks.  I  am  desirous 
of  explaining;  in  reference  to  what  he  said  which 
was  personal  to  myself.  I  ask  my  colleague  to 
permit  me  to  do  so  some  time  during  the  day. 


[Laughter.]  I  should  like  to  have  made  clear 
what  IS  so  mysterious  in  this  farming-out  of  the 
floor. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  hope  my  colleague  may 
have  the  opportunity  for  explanation  which  he 
asks.  [Cries  of  "Call  the  roll!*'  "Let  us  ad- 
journ," &c.] 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  The  gen  tleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania has  finished.  Who  has  the  floor,  Mr. 
Clerk? 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, the  Clerk  understands,  still  retains  the 
floor. 

Mr.  JONES.  When  the  House  shows  an  un- 
willingness to  further  entertain  a  discussion  of  a 
question  before  it,  in  my  opinion  it  is  then  high 
time  that  an  end  should  be  put  to  it.  I  have 
done. 

Mr.  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
is  recognized  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  hope  he  wUl  yield  to 
me,  for  the  purpose  which  I  nave  suggested. 

Mr.  ETHERIDGE.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  did  not  ^et 
the  floor  to  yield  it,  but  for  the  purpose  of  using 
it.  And  permit  me  to  say,  sir,  that  the  spectacle 
of  this  political  **  love  feast"  demands  that  some- 
body should  use  it  eflTectually.  We  need  some 
repose  after  the  hard,  intellectual  exertions  of  the 
morning.  [Laughter.]  We  have  listened  to 
most  able  and  elaborate  eflbrts  from  that  most 

{)rolific  political  family  of  Maine.  [Renewed 
aughter.]  And  every  politician  from  the  key- 
stone State  has  been  playing  the  part  of  withess, 
or  lawyer  taking  ana  giving  depositions.  It  is 
obvious  to  us  all  that  we  are  not  making  any 

f>rogress,  and  I  suppose  this  thing  of  taking  po- 
itiod  depositions  is  to  go  on  ad  infimtum;  and 
the  result  is,  that  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  Banks]  ana  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania [Mr.  Fuller]  and  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois,  [Mr.  Richardson,]  who  are  seeking  the 
high  honors  of  the  Speakership,  are  completely 
thrown  into  the  back-ground.  They  may  cJl 
say — "Save  me  from  my  friends."    [Laughter.] 

Now,  sir,  we  have  been  in  session  about  two 
hours*  No  vote  has  yet  been  taken  for  Speaker, 
and  I  know  what  hss  l>een  said  this  morning  will 
be  as  much  as  the  people  can  digest  in  the  next 
three  or  four  days:  therefore  I  suggest  that  uni- 
versal panacea  for  the  diseases  of  all  legislative 
bodies,  and  that  is  an  adjournment.  [Laughter, 
and  cries  of  ♦*  Let  us  adjourn  !**  ••  Call  the  roll!"] 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  I  would  ask  the 
gentleman  to  withdraw  his  motion  for  a  moment? 

Mr.  ETHERIDGE.  If  I  withdraw  the  mo- 
tion  to  adjourn,  will  the  gentleman  renew  it  when 
he  has  finished  his  remarks? 

Mr.  SMITH.    I  will. 

Mr.  ETHERIDGE.    Then  I  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  desire  to  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Campbell]  a 
question  or  two.  I  presume  that  it  will  be  con- 
ceded by  every  gentleman  in  the  Hall  to  be  im- 
portant that  we  should  ascertain  the  exact  opin- 
ions and  sentiments  of  the  members  who  are 
voting  for  the  various  candidates  for  the  Speaker- 
ship. The  gentleman  from  the  Schuylkill  distriA 
[Mr.  Campbell]  said,  if  I  understood  him  aright, 
that  he  was  voting  for  Mr.  Banks  as  an  American. 
Did  I  understand  the  gentleman  aright? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  assented. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  The  gentleman 
says  I  did  understand  him  aright.  I  then  ask 
him  if  Mr.  Banks  did  not  quit  the  American  party 
last  fall? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  Not  to  your  knowl- 
edge ? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    No,  sir. 

Mr.  SMITH.  1  ask  the  gentleman  if  he  docs 
not  know,  or  if  it  be  not  the  fact — and  I  am  seek- 
ing information  now — that  Mr.  Banks  voted  for 
and  supported  Mr.  Rockwell,  and  against  Mr. 
Gardiner  this  fall  ?  Is  the  gentleman  informed 
upon  tliat  subject? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  have  heard  about  that 
matter,  but  I  con  only  answer  that  I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  SMITH.  The  gentleman  does  not  know 
because  he  was  not  present  when  the  vote  was 
cast.  He  is  no  doubt  perfectly  satisfied  that  Mr. 
Banks  left  the  American  party  last  fall.  I  pre- 
sume he  is  perfectly  satisfied  that  Mr.  Banks 
supported  Mr.  Rockwell  against  Mr.  Grardiner, 
and  yet  I  understand  him  to  tell  this  House  that 


he  is  supporting  Mr.  Banks  because  he  is  an 
American. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Wiil  the  gentleman  let  m« 
ask  him  a  question  now  ? 

Mr.  SMITH.    Certainly. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Was  not  the  gtPtleman 
elected  as  an  American  ?  Will  be  answer  that 
question  ? 

Mr.  SMITH.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    You  were  ? 

Mr.  SMITH.    No,  sir,  I  was  not. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Not  elected  as  an  Ameri- 
can! 

Mr.  SMITH.     I  will  enlighten  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  would  like  to  be  enliv- 
ened upon  that  point.  I  have  been  wanting  to 
know  why  the  gentleman  has  been  voting  for 
Mr.  Richardson  when  he  was  elected  aa  an 
American. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Yes,  sir.  The  gentleman  is  not 
well  informed  of  my  history.  I  have  always 
supported  the  Democratic  party.  I  always  during 
my  canvass,  from  every  stand  from  which  I  ad- 
dressed my  fellow-citizens,  proclaimed  that  I  was 
an  old  ironsides  Democrat,  that  I  was  not  a  Know 
Nothing,  and  that  I  had  never  even  sought  ad- 
mission into  the  order.  I  proclaimed  that,  I  say, 
in  every  speech  that  I  made.  I  went  further, 
Mr.  Clerk,  and  gentlemen  of  this  House,  awl 
said  that  I  was  against  tlie  secrecy  that  prevailed 
in  the  organization.  I  went  f\irther  still,  and  said 
that  while  there  was  nothing  in  their  platform 
that  was  not  the  echo  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  cele- 
brated act  establishing  reli^ous  freedom,  yet 
there  was  a  purpose  to  practice  proscription,  and 
I  was  opposed  to  that.    But  I  said  this — and  I 

Froclaim  it  in  this  Hall — I  said,  in  every  speech 
made,  that  the  ninth  and  eleventh  basis  princi- 
ples, as  proclaimed  by  the  Virginia  Know  Noth- 
ings, were  sound  Democratic  doctrine,  and  that 
doctrine  was  to  pledge  the  whole  of  the  American 
party  to  support  a  strict  construction  of  the  Con- 
stitution. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  Will  the  gentleman  Bay 
whether  he  voted  for  Mr.  Wise?  [Cries  of 
**  That's  it,*'  and  laughter.] 

Mr.  SMiTH.  One  thing  at  a  time,  sir. 
[Laughter.]  The  gentleman  knows  that,  well 
enough.  I  said,  further,  that  in  reference  to  for- 
eignism,  the  sentiments  that  were  promulged  in 
the  basis  principles  of  the  American  party  of  Vir- 
ginia were  principles  that  I  could  approve.  I 
said,  my  countrymen,  and  I  wish  it  to  be  heard 
everywhere,  that  in  Virginia,  the  representative 
of  a  minority  section  of  this  Union,  the  Know 
Nothings,  6pon  the  principle^^^ere  promulged, 
were  to  be  looked  upon  as  alRs,  and  not  as  ene- 
mies. I  said  that  I  would  not  abuse  them;  that  I 
would  not  denounce  them;  that  if  they  were  iu 
error,  I  would  reason  with  them  as  brothers,  but 
I  would  not  quarrel  with  them.  That  is  what  I 
said,  and  it  has  been  the  labor  of  all  my  feeble 
exertions  for  the  last  two  years  to  try  and  make 
the  whole  southern  population  a  unit,  that  It 
mi^ht  be  reared  up  as  a  breastwork  of  livinjg 
ana  intelligent  fire  to  stay  the  foul  tide  of  fanati- 
cism. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Pennsylvania.  Will  the 
gentleman  allow  me  to  ask  him  another  question.^ 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  suppose  you  understand  my 
position  now. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  would  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  if  he  did  not  call  at  the  ~  office  of  the 
American  Organ  in  the  city  of  Washington 

Mr.  SMITH,  (interrupting.)    Often,  sir. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  And  did  he  not  say  to  the 
editors  that  he  agreed  in  sentiment  with  the  views 
of  those  gentletncn  ,  aa  expressed  in  their  paper? 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  never  said  any  tiling  on  tlie 
subject  except  what  I  have  stated  here,  and  that 
I  said  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  my 
district.     Any  more  questions  ? 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  1  would  only  ask  the  gcn- 
deman  if  he  voted  for  Wise  ? 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  did  not.  Is  the  gentleman 
satisfied  ? 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.    Perfectly.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  did  not  vote  for  Mr.  Wise. 
The  reasons  will  perhapsTbe  given,  and  I  doubt 
not  they  will  prove  satisfactory  to  my  constitu- 
ents. 1  did  not  vote  for  Mr.  Wise,  nor  did  I 
vote  for  his  adversary.  I  chose  to  adopt  in  that 
canvass,  fttoodAoc,  a  **  masterly  inactivity ,"  if  you 
chooee,  and  you  can  make  the  most  of  it. 
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North.  I  say,  then,  it  is  our  duty,  our  duty  to 
the  country  and  to  God,  to  draw  up  a  distinct  line 
between  the  national  sentiment  and  the  sectional 
sentiment  of  this  House.  It  is  said  that  it  is  to 
be  expected  that  there  should  be  at  least  some 
concession  here  of  social  or  political  prejudices. 
There  is  no  necessity  for  any,  oecause,  xf  1  under- 
stand it,  sir,  we  can  all  agree  upon  regarding 
slavery  legislation,  as  it  exists^  as  a  finality. 

A  Member.    Oh  no,  we  cannot. 

Mr.  SMiTH.  Oh,  I  do  not  expect  of  course  to 
apply  that  remark  to  the  supporters  of  the  gen- 
tleman fi-om  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Bank^,]  but  I 
speak  of  the  other  portion  of  the  House,  who 
refuse  to  bend  the  knee  to  Baal.  They  can,  at 
least,  combine  on  this  great  element  of  public 
duty.  The  question  is,  how  can  it  be  done?  Here 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Walker]  has 
suggested  one  plan.  There  are  other  plans  by 
which  it  can  be  accomplished;  for  it  is  in  the 
power  of  this  House,  perfectly  within  its  power, 
if  I  understand  aright  its  national  sentiment,  to 
organize  the  House  and  start  us  in  the  career  of 
our  public  duties. 

Mr.  LETCHER,  (interrupting.)  WiU  my 
colleague  allow  me  to  interrupt  him  at  this  point? 

Mr.  KEITT  and  others.  Oh,  do  not  interrupt 
him. 

Mr.  SMITH.    I  am  not  through  yet. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  merely  desire  to  make  a 
point  for  information.  My  colleague  [Mr.  Smith] 
says  he  holds  it  to  be  important  that  the  House 
should  oi^^anize,  and  that  there  is  a  way  of  or- 
ganizing It.  That  mode  of  doing  so  which  seems 
to  be  best,  in  his  estimation,  is  the  one  suggested 
by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Walker,] 
in  his  remarks  this  morning;  and  my  colleague 
says  that  there  is  a  national  platform,  a  national 
organization,  on  which  parties  may  unite  and  this 
House  may  organise.  Now  I  desire  to  know» 
from  my  colleague,  when  he  is  talking  about  this 
national  platform,  and  drawing  the  line  of  sepa- 
ration between  national  men  and  sectional  men, 
whetlier  it  is  not  within  his  knowledge  that  at 
this  moment  notices  are  inserted  in  the  columns 
of  Whig  and  Know  Nothing  papers  in  Virginia, 
from  the  president  of  the  State  council,  calling 
upon  the  subordinate  lodges  to  send  delegates  to 
Pniladelphia,  on  the  2M  of  February  next,  to 
nominate  a  candidate  for  President  of  the  United 
States?  I  ask  ray  collea£;ue  to  say  still  further, 
whether  in  all  that  has  been  said  on  this  floor, 
any  allusion  has  been  made  by  southern  Know 
Nothings  in  the  way  of  reproach  towards  their 
northern  brethren,  while  the  gentleman  over  the 
way,  and  others  have  taken  occasion  to  assail 
the  Democratic  party  as  a  sectional  party,  for  its 
vote  for  Mr.  Richardson  ?  I  desire  to  know 
whether,  when  this  council  meets  at  Philadel- 
phia the  22d  of  February  next,  the  men  who 
went  out  of  their  council  in  June  last,  and  re- 
pudiated their  platform,  are  to  be  received  in  full 
communion,  and  be  conferred  with  upon  the 
questions  that  arc  then  and  there  to  be  considered? 

Mr.  SMITH.  Why,  Mr.  Clerk,  and  gentle- 
men of  the  House,  I  can  assure  niy  colleague  and 
the  members  of  the  House,  that  I  know  nothing 
more  in  reference  to  this  m&tter  than  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginm  himself. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Does  not  the  gentleman 
know  that  a  call  for  the  election  of  delegates  to 
this  convention  has  been  published  in  the  papers 
all  over  our  State  ? 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  Let  me  ask  the  gentleman 
a  Question. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  will  answer  all  the  questions 
gentlemen  may  see  fit  to  ask,  but  first  let  me 
answer  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Letcher.]  I  say  to 
my  colleague,  and  I  say  it  in  all  candor,  that  I 
know  no  more  in  respect  to  the  matter  of  this 
convention  than  himself.  I  have  seen  in  the 
papers,  that,  in  conformity  with  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  convention  held  in  Philadelphia 
last  June,  delegates  are  being  appointed  to  meet 
in  that  city  in  February  next;  but  I  also  see,  from 
various  portions  of  the  country,  that  the  holding 
of  this  convention  meets  with  very  decided  oppo- 
sition, as  premature.  I  see  opinions  expressed 
that,  if  the  meeting  is  held,  it  will  merely  be  one 
of  consultation,  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  making 
any  nomination.  That  is  all  I  see,  and  that  is 
all  I  know  on  the  subject. 

Then,  as  to  the  second  question:  has  there 
been  any  fault  found  by  the  northern  Know 


Nothings  with  the  course  of  the  southern  Know 
Nothings  upon  this  floor,  or  by  the  southern 
Know  Nothings  with  the  course  of  those  from 
the  North  ?  I  reply  that  there  has  been  very  little 
said  by  one  section  either  for  or  against  the  other. 
The  gentleman  fVom  Alabama,  [Mr.  Walker,] 
however,  this  mominff  did  speak  of  the  course  of 
the  gentlemen  from  tne  North  in  terms  of  the 
most  decided  reprobation. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  As  I  understand  it,  Mr. 
Banks  does  not  belong  to  the  American  party. 

Mr.  SMITH.  My  colleague  has  precisely  the 
same  information  upon  the  subject  that  I  nave. 
I  have  stated  clearly  and  exactly  the  ground 
upon  which  I  acted  during  my  canvass,  and  he 
knows  as  much  about  the  conduct  of  the  Ameri- 
can party,  or  the  position  of  the  distinguished 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  to  whom  he  has 
referred,  as  I  do.  And  now,  having  finished 
what  I  have  to  say,  I  move,  as  I  have  promised 
to  move,  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  ask  the  gentleman  to 
yield  the  floor  to  me. 

Mr.  SMITH.  If  the  gentleman  has  any  Ques- 
tion to  ask,  I  yield  witn  pleasure,  and  will  an- 
swer it  withpleasure.  ^ 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  have  no  question  to  ask 
of  the  gentleman  fVom  Virginia.  I  wish  the 
floor  to  propound  some  questions  to  the  House 
itself. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  mean  no  discourtesy  to  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  but  I  am  under  a  pledge 
to  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Ether- 
idoe]  to  move  to  adjourn.  That  gentleman 
yielded  me  the  floor  with  that  express  under- 
standing. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  And  now  I  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  to  yield  me  the  same  cour- 
tesy shown  him  by  tlie  gentleman  from  Tennes- 

Mr.  SMITH.  Again  I  say  that  I  mean  not 
the  slie^htest  discourtesy  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  out  I  am  under  obligations  to  make  the 
motion  which  I  have  made. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  Then  I  appeal  to  the 
House. 

The  CLERK.  Does  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia withdraw  his  motion  ? 

Mr.  SMITH.    I  caimot. 

Several  Members.    Vote  it  down. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  House  re- 
fused to  adjourn. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  My  fellow-members:  I 
address  you  thus,  because  we  have  no  other  au- 
thority or  oflicer  to  whom  I  can  address  myself. 
As  yet  we  arc  in  an  unorganized  condition.  We 
are  without  rules;  we  are  without  officers;  we 
are  without  authority  in  this  Hall.  The  people 
are  looking  with  the  most  intense  interest  for  the 
oi^ganization  of  this  body.  They  are  expecting 
us  to  proceed  to  the  momentous  business  which, 
as  their  Representatives,  we  are  bound  to  transact. 

Sir,  I  am  not  under  the  circumstances  disposed 
to  find  fault  with  these  explanations  to  which  we 
have  listened  for  some  two  days  past.  I  think 
it  is  ri^ht  and  proper  that  gentlemen  should  place 
their  views  before  the  country,  that  their  cqp- 
stituents  may  know  and  appreciate  them.  But 
there  is  one  tiling  that  I  dislike.  With  all  del- 
icacy I  would  suggest  that,  instead  of  usine 
terms  and  phrases  upon  which  different  individ- 
uals may  place  different  constructions,  we  should 
speak  or  principle.  Instead  of  usine  such  terms 
as  Democrat  and  Whig^  Know  Nothing  and 
Free-Soiler,  we  should  use  language  expressing 
the  sentiments  and  principles  held  by  different 
men.  If  we  will  come  to  tnat,  we  shall  find  that 
we  are  not  half  so  various  in  our  sentiments  as 
we  are  when  we  use  phrases  implying  anything 
or  nothing,  according  to  the  views  of  eacn  indi- 
vidual who  listens  to  our  remarks. 

And  there  is  another  point  to  which  I  wish 
mostrespectlVilly  to  reply.  Yesterday  we  listened 
to  various  remarks  coming  from  diflferent  parts 
of  tlie  Hall,  from  gentlemen  from  different  parts 
of  the  Union,  but  Si  having  distinctive  reference 
to  the  North  and  South.  Sir,  that  is  a  distinc- 
tion which  no  man  ever  heard  come  from  my 
lips.  It  is  upon  principle,  enduring,  eternal,  un- 
yielding principle,  that  I  place  my  whole,  my 
entire  moral,  political,  ana  religious  being.  1 
have  no  regara  for  parties,  nor  for  sections,  for 
they  mean  nothing.  It  struck  me,  when  my 
friends  from  Pcnnsylvaniii  upon  my  right  [Mr, 


JoKEsj  and  he  upon  my  left  [Mr.  Allisok]  were 
speadan^  this  morning,  that,  if  they  had  apoken 
of  principle,  instead  of  party,  they  woula  have 
found  that  there  was  very  little  difference  between 
them;  they  would  have  found  common  grooiMi 
upon  which  all  could  stand  together. 

And  now  I  speak  of  this  contmual  denunciatiofi 
of  sectional  views,  and  sectional  feelings,  and 
sectional  parties;  th^y  all  come  from  a  party 
which  has  been  repudiated  by  the  people  of  thie 
country.  They  come  from  that  mmority  of 
seventy-four  in  this  House.  And*  these  are  the 
gentlemen  who  propose  here  to  the  majority  of 
the  House,  that  we  shall  resign  and  go  nome,  if 
they  will.  The  proposition  is  unfair.  We  are 
doing  the  work  of  the  country,  for  which  oar 
constituents  sent  us  here.  We  are  endeayoring 
to  orgapize  this  House;  they  are  endeavoring  to 

Frevent  an  oi^^anization.  To  illustrate  m^  raea, 
will  remark  that  I  am  reminded  of  ^the  criminal 
standing  upon  the  gallows,  the  rope  fastened  to 
the  beam  over  his  head  and  areuna  his  neck,  the 
drop  on  which  he  stands  sustained  by  a  aimpie 
cortl,  which  the  sherifif  stands  ready  with  nia 
hatchet  to  cut.  "Now,"  says  the  criminal  to 
the  sheriff,  "if  you  will  resign,  I  will,  and  we 
will  go  home  together,  and  appeal  to  the  people!'* 
[Great  laughter.]  Gfentlemen,  let  me  tell  von 
that  this  Nebraska  question  has  been  tried  before 
the  American  people,  and  judgment  h^s  been 
pronounced  upon  your  conduct.  And  now 
your  insensibiUty  of  your  own  conditio^i  reminds 
me  of  a  theological  writer — I  think  it  was  Sweden- 
borg— who  states  that  upon  a  certain  time  he 
was  entranced  and  carried  to  the  other  world, 
where  he  met  with  a'class  of  fo^  's  spirits  that  had 
been  in  that  world  twenty,  thirty,  and  even  forty 
years,  but  had  not  yet  learned  that  they  were 
dead,  [Shouts  of  laughter.]  I  mention  tnia  for 
your  instruction;  I  mention  it  for  your  edifica- 
tion — ^for  your  good.  I  hope  you  will  not  foi^|et 
it,  for  I  really  think  it  would  w  more  modest  wt 
you  to  reserve  such  propositions  while  you  are 
m  80  small  a  minority. 

I  again  come  home  to  gentlemen  here  whc^are 
the  professed  advocates  of  an  institution  which, 
at  tne  commencement  of  our  Government,  was 
regarded  by  the  fathers  of  that  day  as  limited 
and  sectional,  and  which  is  now  still  inore  limited 
and  more  emphatically  sectional  than  it  was  then. 
They  had  the  boldness  to  avow  their  sentiments; 
and,  on  a  former  occasion,  when  this  House  was 
in  great  confusion,  tossed  about  on  this  slave 
question,  like  the  waves  of  the  mighty  deep 
amid  the  storm  that  lashed  them  into  fury — when 
all  the  vituperation,  and  slander,  and  calumny, 
of  which  mortal  lips  were  capable,  were  hurled 
at  the  devoted  head  of  the  Hon.  John  Gluincy 
Adams — "  the  old  man  eloquent  " — I  recollect 
well  that  he  rose  in  his  place,  despite  slavehold- 
ing  detraction  and  slaveholding  denunciation, 
and  the  contempt  of  northern  dough-faces,  and 
called  on  the  Clerk  to  read  the  first  paragraph 
of  the  Declaration  of  American  Independence. 
I  now  wish  to  refresh  the  minds  of  my  associates 
here  with  the  principles  of  that  document,  which 
was  penned  by  the  great  author  of  American 
RepuDlicanism,  the  apostle  of  American  Democ- 
racy. It  is  the  first  anti-slavery  document  that 
I  ever  read.    It  runs  in  this  vein: 

<<  When,  in  the  course  of  human  events,  it  becomes  neces- 
Muy  for  one  people  to  dissolve  the  political  bands  wiiick 
have  bound  tliem  to  another,  and  to  asitumc  among  the 
Powera  of  the  earth  the  separate  and  equal  station  to 
which  tlie  laws  of  nature  and  of  nature's  God  entitle 
them,  a  decent  respect  to  the  opinions  of  mankind  require 
that  wey  should  declare  the  causes  which  impel  them  to 
the  separation.'' 

What  were  they  ?  I  would  put  the  question  to 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Smith,]  who, 
with  knitted  brow,  clenched  fist,  and  grating  teeth, 
denounced  gentlemen  from  Massachusetts  in  lan- 
guage that  would  have  better  become  some  other 
place  than  the  Halls  of  legislation.  With  the 
great  apostle  of  American  republicanism,  we  Re- 
publicans of  this  land  "  hold  these  truths  to  be 
self-evident — that  all  men  are  created  equal." 
All  men — not  the  high  nor  the  low,  the  rich  nor 
the  poor,  the  negro,  the  mulatto,  nor  the  white — 
but  all  men  who  bear  the  image  of  God,  whose 
countenance  beams  with  immortality,  are  "en- 
dowed,** not  by  the  President,  nor  his  Cabinet, 
not  by  the  Senate^  nor  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, nor  by  human  laws,  or  human  constitu- 
tions, but  "  by  their  Creator,  with  certain  inedien- 
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Mr.  BANKS.  I  have  no  part  or  concern  in 
the  conversation  so'ing  on  between  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  and  the  gentleman  from  Ohio;  but 
I  desire  to  say,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  that  I  never 
knew  that  any  such  resolution  was  adopted,  that 
1  never  attenaedany  caucus,  conference,  or  meet- 
ing where  such  a  resolution  was  presented;  that 
I  have  never  made  any  pledge;  and  that  I  stand 
uncommitted,  and  prepared  to  do  what  is  right 
and  just  wherever  1  may  bo  called  to  act,  accord- 
ing to  my  own  convictions. 

Mr  GIDDINGS.  There  is  no  doubt  A»>«ut 
that,  and  I  desire  the  country  to  understand  it. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  The  gentleman  will  pardon 
me  for  interrupting  him  again  just  at  this  point. 
It  seems  that  neither  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
•[Mr.  CAMPBELL,]nor  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr.  Banks,]  who  have  been  before 
the  House  as  candidates  for  Speaker,  had  any 
knowledge  whatever  of  this  resolution.  Now  1 
desire  to  know,  if  the  record  of  their  lives  and  of 
their  public  conduct  as  members  of  this  House, 
was  so  distinct,  so  emphatic,  leaving  so  little 
room  for  doubt  and  difficulty,  why  was  the  reso- 
lution, proclaiming  tliat  the  candidate  must  be 
pledged,  adopted  by  this  meeting. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  answer  most  distinctly, 
that  we  came  here  composed  of  different  political 
parties,  having  heretofore  professed  aifferent 
views  and  sentiments,  and  it  was  necessary  to 
have  some  common  principle  upon  which  we 
could  agree.  It  was  further  resolved,  that  it  was 
no  objection  to  any  man  that  he  belonged  to  the 
American  party,  provided  that  he  stood  commit- 
ted to  these  sentiments.  Let  me  say  to  the  gentle- 
man, [Mr.  Letcher,]  who  denounces  the  Know 
Nothing  party,  that  that  would  be  no  objection  to 
liim,  providea  he  stood  upon  this  common  ground 
of  principle.  We  sHould  not  ask  him  whether  he 
belonged  to  the  Democratic,  the  Whig,  the  Re- 
publican, or  the  Know  Nothing  party.  When 
tie  shall  plant  himself  upon  the  principle  of  that 
resolution,  we  will  even  accept  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia.  True  I  should  regard  nis  conversion 
as  a  miracle  much  greater  than  tlie  conversion  of 
Paul,  [laughter;]  yet  we  would  even  accept  him. 
We  excluoe  no  man  for  what  he  has  been.  The 
question  is,  "how  do  you  now  stand  ?** 

Let  nie  say  to  gentlemen,  wc  are  each  of  us 
now  writing  our  biography  with  more  rapidity 
than  we  generally  imagine.  Coming  generations, 
looking  back  upon  this  time  and  seeing  these 
principles  adopted  by  the  American  people,  will 
rejoice,  and  their  hearts  swell  with  thankfulness, 
that  there  were  men  at  this  day  who  stood  forth 
80  proudly  and  firmly  in  favor  of  these  principles 
of  justice,  liberty,  and  the  Constitution. 

And  now,  gentlemen,  I  will  come  to  a  more 
minute  part  of  my  subject,  if  my  friend  from  Vir- 
^nia  [Mr.  LetcheuJ  has  got  through  asking 
questions. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  have  got  all  I  want  to  go 
to  my  section  of  the  country  with. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  Oh,  my  friend,  with  what 
emotions  I  hear  that  word  **  section!"  Instead  of 
looking  to  the  good  and  for  the  approval  of  com- 
ing generations,  men  are  always  looking  over 
their  shoulders  to  see  if  the  devil  is  not  coming 
after  them.  (Laughter.]  When  will  men  learn 
that  we  are  not  sent  here  to  cavil  on  mere  sectional 
issues.  Gentlemen  of  the  Democratic  party,  I 
say  again,  in  your  attempt  to  extend  this  sectional 
institution,  you  have  called  down  the  vengeance 
of  the  American  people  upon  your  heads.  The 
handwriting  upon  tne  wall  has  been  seen  and 
read  of  all  men.  Your  history  is  written,  and 
your  doom -is  sealed;  the  sentence  pronounced, 
against  you,  "depart,  ye  cursed."  [Laughter.] 
You  need  not  trouble  yourselves  about  our  petty 
difficulties.  We  will  tcrtce  care  of  themr  you  can- 
not help  us.  We  can  do  without  you.  We  have 
a  working  majority  in  this  House  against  you. 
When  organized  we  shall  raise  the  standard  of 
united  opposition  to  your  party.  Indeed,  whether 
we  elect  a  Speaker  or  not,  we  shall  unite  in  oppo- 
sition to  your  Kansas-Nebraska  bill,  and  to  its 
principles. 

So  much  has  been  said  here  about  Republicans, 
and  Abolitionists,  and  Know  Nothings,  that  I 
want  to  define  terms.  I  have  already  given  my 
views  upon  Republicanism.  They  are  expressed 
in  the  language  of  that  immortal  instrument  to 
which  I  hate  referred— the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, which  shall  continue  to  increase  in  th« 


brightness  of  its  glory  as  long  as  freedom  shall 
be  sustained.  That  is  the  foundation  of  my  Re- 
publicanism, as  it  m  that  of  a  vast  majority  of  the 
Whigs  and  Know  Nothings  of  the  North .  You , 
gentlemen  of  the  Democratic  party,  stand  forth 
here  denying  this  doctrine.  Vou  say  men  are 
not  endowea  by  their  Creator  with  the  inalien- 
able right  of  liberty.  You  can  maintain  your 
position  in  the  States,  as  we  cannot  interfere  with 
It  there;  we  have  no  authority  within  your  sev- 
eral State  jurisdictions,  and  we  seek  to  exercise 
nonc.^  But  when  you  ask  us  to  extend  slavery, 
we  answer,  with  the  patriots  of  177€,  that  we  hold 
that  this  Federal  Government  was  constituted  for 
the  protection  of  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of 
happiness.  You  deny  these  doctrines,  while  we 
affirm  and  reiterate  them.  You,  who  call  your- 
selves Democrats,  pronounce  your  anathemas 
against  Jefferson,  the  apostle  of  Democracy,  and 
turn  over  his  memory  and  principles  to  tne  Re- 
publicans and  the  Know  Nothings  of  this  nation, 
and  say  you  have  formed  a  new  Mmis  upon  which 
this  Government  shall  be  administcrea. 

I  now  come  to  the  more  immediate  issue  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
Jones,]  of  whom  I  always  speak  with  respect. 
He  says  the  Know  Nothings  and  the  Republi- 
cans in  Pennsylvania  arc  the  same.  I  under- 
stand my  friend  on  the  left  [Mr.  Allison]  says 
they  are  the  same.    Am  I  right  in  that  ?       ^ 

Mr.  JONES.  I  only  reply  that  it  is  so,  as 
they  tell  us. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  You  can  never  find  better 
authority  under  heaven  than  the  word  of  those 
who  profess  the  doctrines.  [Laughter.]  I  now 
ask  my  friend  on  the  left  [Mr.  AllisonI  if  that 
is  what  he  understood  on  that  argument  r 

Mr.  ALLISON.    Certainly. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  Now,  then,  I  ask  the  gen- 
tleman over  the  way  [Mr.  Campbell,  of  Penn- 
sylvania] if  that  is  what  he  understood  as  Re- 
publicanism in  Pennsylvania? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  have  explained  myself 
fully  on  that  point. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  understood  the  gentleman 
so.  I  only  put  the  question  for  the  purpose  of 
reaffirmation. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  My  sentiments  were  per- 
fectly expressed,  but  if  the  gentleman  will  yield 
mc  the  floor  1  will  repeat  them. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  Oh,  I  so  understood  them, 
[laughter,]  to  be  sure;  and  now  I  want  to  ask 
my  friend  here,  [Mr.  Jones,  of  Pennsylvania,] 
are  you,  sir,  opposed  to  the  restoration  of  liberty 
to  Kansas  ?    Say  it  right  out.    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  JONES.  I  do  not  know  that  I  under- 
stand the  gentleman's  question. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  merely  want  my  friend  to 
say  fiere  before  the  country — I  carp  not  about 
names— are  you  in  favor  of  slavery  in  Kansas, 
or  are  you  in  favor  of  restoring  liberty  there  by 
national  law? 

A  Voice.    That's  the  question. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  will  answer  the  gentleman 
with  pleasure. 

A  Member.  Restoring  it  by  national  law,  of 
course. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  am ,  through  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  in  favor  of  liberty  everywhere. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.    I  am  glad  to  hear  it. 

Mr.  JONEIS.  I  am  in  favor  of  liberty  in  my 
own  country,  and  under  an  obligation  which  is 
higher  with  me  than  anything  on  earth.  1  mean 
to  stand  by  constitutional  liberty,  and  I  know  no 
higher  law. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.    That's  it. 

Mr.  JONES.  Now  I  do  not  mean  to  shirk 
the  question.  I  am  in  favor  of  liberty  in  Kansas 
just  as  much  as  the  Constitution  allows,  and  not 
one  particle  more.  The  bill  which  I  voted  for 
secures  that  liberty,  and  by  it  I  am  willing  to 
stand  to  the  last. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  Then  my  friend  insists  that 
the  Constitution  prohibits  our  giving  freedom  to 
Kansas.    Is  that  it? 

Mr.  JONES.  My  reply  is,  the  Constitution 
does  not  prohibit  our  giving  freedom  to  Kansas, 
and  she  has  it  under  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  want  no  prevarication  or 
evasion.  I  say,  I  understood  my  friend  [Mr. 
Jones]  to  declare  that  by  national  law  we  had  not 
the  constitutional  power  to  restore  liberty  to  the 
people  of  Kansas. 


Mr.  JONES.  Well,  I  will  answer  my  frie^ 
fVomOhio. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.    That  is  what  I  want. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  am  willing  to  answer  him  cat- 
egorically. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.    The  very  thing  I  want. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  do  not  know  how  M>  get  ■*  it 
better  than  by  sabring  this,  that  the  question  cf 
slavery — for  that  is  what  it  is 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.    That  is  what  I  say. 

Mr.  JONES.  The  question  of  slarery  is  a 
question  which  I  deny  that  Congress  has  die 
right  to  decide,  in  the  sense  in  which  the  geoti^ 
man  from  Ohio  speaks  of  it;  but  I  am  in  Ikvcv 
of  that  law  which  gives  it  to  the  free  white  citi- 
zens of  Kanc(9^,  or  any-other  Territory,  to  a^th 
that  question  for  themselves. 

Several  Members,  (approvingly.)     That  is  it 

Mr.  HUMPHREY  MARSHALL,  of  Ke©- 
tucky.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  PcnnsylTasa 
[Mr.  Jones]  whether  I  understand  the  pnne^des 
of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill  for  which  the  Bm- 
ocratic  caucus  pledges  its  members,  are  to  be  ex- 
tended  

Mr.  GIDDINGS,  (interrupting.)  My  fneod 
from  Kentucky  will  permit  me,  with  all  poiniljls 
kindness,  to  interrupt  him. 

A  Member     Oh,  let  him  ask  his  question. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  No,  my  friends,  I  now 
better  the  courtesy  of  debate  than  to  sav  that 

fentlemen  have  a  right  to  step  in  and  take  the 
oor  from  me.  I  would  yield  it  with  all  pos- 
sible pleasure  to  that  gentleman,  if  I  did  not  we% 
that  he  wants  to  propound  a  question  to  the  giee- 
tleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Jones]  which 
would  get  up  a  discussion  on  another  point  than 
that  on  which  I  now  am  speaking. 

I  was  then  saying  that  my  friend  [Mr.  Jones] 
denies  that  we  have  the  right  to  prohibit  shivery 
in  Kansas  under  the  Constitution.  I  want  to 
meet  him  here.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  JONES.     I  do  say  that. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.    I  want  to  have  this  issue 

Eroclaimed  before  the  American  people.  1  ask 
is  attention  to  what  constitutes  slavery.  A  south- 
ern jurist  has  said,  **  A  slave  is  one  doomed  in  his 
own  person  and  posterity  to  live  without  knowl- 
edge; to  toil,  that  another  may  reap  the  benefita 
of  his  labor;  the  object  is  the  master's  gain;  the 
instrument,  the  perfect  subjection  of  the  slave." 
In  the  case  in  which  this  was  said,  the  maarter 
had  shot  his  slave;  and  let  me  say  to  the  gentle- 
man, that  wherever  slavery  exists,  the  right  of 
self-defense  is  taken  from  the  slave — that  right 
with  which  nature  and  nature's  God  endowed 
him.  Unless  you  take  from  the  slave  the  right  to 
defend  his  person  and  liberty  a^nst  his  master, 
he  is  not  a  slave;  and  therefore  it  is  that  wherever 
slavery  exists  this  right  is  taken  from  the  slave. 

Now  here  are  slaveholding  gentlemen,  and 
they  cannot  be  mistaken  whether  this  is  the  law 
in  every  slaveholding  State  of  the  Union.  Now, 
this  act  of  killing  slaves  by  the  master  is,  in  my 
opinion,  the  vilest  tyranny,  the  most  perfect  des- 
potism which  ever  cursfed  the  footstool  of  God. 
It  is  a  legalization  of  murder;  it  is  putting  author- 
ity into  the  hands  of  an  individual  to  inflict  capital 
punishment  upon  his  fellow-men.  Without  re-, 
sponsibility  to  the  tribunals  of  the  country,  he 
sits  in  judgment,  declares  the  sentence,  and  exe- 
cutes it  by  taking  the  life  of  his  slave.  And 
while  we  punish  by  our  own  laws  the  people  of 
Kansas  for  steeding  a  horse,  for  stealing  money, 
or  for  robbery,  m^^  fViend  [Mr.  Jones]  denies 
that  we  have  a  right  to  prohibit  this  murdcfr  of  a 
slave.  Now  I  want  my  friend  to  say,  whether 
he  denies  our  right  to  prohibit  the  killing  of  a 
slave  in  Kansas  ? 

Mr.  JONES.  I  answer  my  friend  by  saying 
this:  I  do  not  know  how  1  could  make  it  more  ap- 
parent. He  [Mr.  Giddinqs]  is  a*  citizen  of  the 
State  of  Ohio.  Now,  I  am  willing  to  accord  to 
every  citizen  of  Kansas  just  the  same  right  and 
power  which  he  possesses  on  that  question  as 
a  citizen  of  Ohio.  I  understand  that  the  people 
of  Ohio  have  the  power  and  the  right  to  estab- 
lish to-morrow  or  to  abolish  slavery.  I  tell  him 
that  I  just  go  for  giving  a  resident  of  Kansas 
the  same  amount  of  power  and  liberty  under  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States—no  more  and 
no  less. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  And  does  not  my  fViend 
[Mr.  Jones]  see  where  he  is  ?  Has  he  not  by  his 
own  vote  here  spread  over  Kansas  the  criminal 
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of  this  House  (which  claims  to  be  a  majority 
upon  a  purely  sectional  issue,  and  which  seeks  a 
con^sl  on  that  basis)  to  have  such  an  organiza- 
tion as  will  necessarily  transfer  the  contest  to  the 
popular  arena  at  a  time,  and  in  a  manner  fatal  to 
the  cause  of  American  liberty,  and  to  the  Union 
of  these  States? 

I  and  they  who  have  acted  with  me  here  take  a 
different  position.  And  I  beseech  my  country- 
men throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  this 
land  to  regard  well  the  position  we  do  occupy, 
and  which  we  proclaim  to  be  the  national — the 
JSmniean  position .  We  do  not  apply  as  a  test  of 
political  sou'hdness  the  advocacy  or  rejection  of 
the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill.  We  do  not  ask  a 
man  whether  he  is  for  or  against  the  principles  of 
tliat  bill.  We  ask  of  every  main  that  he  will  con- 
sider that  contest  as  closea,  and  his  pledge  to  re- 
sist the  renewal  of  the  sectional  strife  to  which  it 
has  ^iven  rise;  that  he  will  resist  the  introduc- 
tion mto  Congress  of  questions  which  affect  the 
different  systems  of  labor  under  which  we  live; 
and  that  we  shall  have  no  renewal  of  sectional 
controversies  here,  unless  compelled  by  the  pro- 
gress of  events  to  decide  upon  such  questions  in 
the  legislative  branch  of  this  Government. 

There  is  no  necessity  for  us  to  arm  ourselves 
against  each  other  before  the  occtision  arises  to 
demand  it.  When  the  crisis  comes  we  will  meet 
it  as  becomes  citizens  and  legislators.  That  is 
our  position. 

I  may  be  told  that  the  Kansas  election  will 
bring  the  controversy  here  again.  I  do  not  know 
that  this  will  be  so;  but  I  pledge  myself,  in  the 
presence  of  heaven  and  before  my  country,  that  I 
am  as  disinterestc^d  upon  that  question  as  any 
juror  that  ever  took  his  seat  in  a  jury  box,  and  as 
determined  to  investigate  the  facts,  and  upon  the 
convictions  of  my  own  judgment  to  pronounce 
according  to  the  right.  I  shall  know  no  section- 
alism in  re^rd  to  that  case.     [Applause.] 

"The  principles  of  the  Kansas  oill!*'  When 
eentlemen  talk  about  "the  principles  of  the 
Kansas  bill,"  I  should  like  to  know  what  they 
mean  by  that  phrase.  I  was  about  applying 
to-day  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  when 
he  W818  dilating  upon  those  principles,  to  know 
whether  he  understands  the  principles  of  the 
Kansas  bill  to  authorize  "  squatter  sovereignty,** 
(or  what  is  known  as  squatter  sovereignty)  in 
the  Territories. 

Mr.  JONEIS,  of  Pennsylvania.  If  I  understand 
the  question  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Kentucky 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  (interposing.)  In  order 
that  I  may  be  distinctly  understood,  permit  me 
to  put  my  question  in  another  way.  I  want  to 
know  of  the  gentleman  whether  he  understands 
tlie  principle  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill  to 
authorize  the  passage  of  laws  to  prohibit  the 
institution  of  smvery,  by  the  first  settlers  of  the 
Territory  who  convene  under  the  territorial  gov- 
ernment?   That  is  a  plam  question. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  had  occasion  during  the  last 
Congress  to  examine  that  bill  with  ffreat  care 
before  I  voted  for  it,  and  I  understood  that  by 
that  act  all  the  power  that  this  Government  pos- 
sesses over  the  subject-matter  under  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  Unitea  States  was  conveyed  to  the 
people  of  the  Territory;  all  the  power  that  we 
have  to  g;ive  is  ^ven  to  them  under  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  Umted  States;  and  that  is  all  the 
power  we  have  to  give.  After  that,  when  they 
come  to  frame  a  constitution  for  themselves,  then, 
by  express  provision  of  that  act,  they  have  power 
to  determine  whether  they  will  have  a  provision 
for  slavery  in  their  constitution  or  not,  and  they  ' 
sliall  be  entitled  to  admission  into  this  Union 
with  or  without  slavery,  as  they  in  the  formation 
of  that  constitution  shall  determine. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  It  will  be  perceived  at 
once,  by  the  gentleman's  own  section  of  the 
House,  that  he  has  slided  the  question. 

Mr.  JONES.  That  is  the  gentleman  *8  con- 
struction. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  That  is  my  construction 
of  the  gentleman's  answer.  I  want  to  know  of 
the  gentleman  whether,  when  he  asserts  that  he 
sustains  the  orinciple  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska 
bill,  and  goes  oefore  the  country  with  that  decla- 
ration, he  understands  that  Congress  hiu  con^trrtd 
upon  tht  inhabitants  qf  the  Territory  the  right  to 
txcMs  slavery  pending  the  territorial  government  ? 
That  is  my  question. 


Mr.  JONES.  Now,  I  think  I  understand  the 
gentleman  pretty  correctly. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.    I  have  no  doubt  of  it. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  understood  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman to  propound  a  question  to  me,  which  I 
rose  to  answer  in  behalf  of  the  Democratic  party, 
as  to  the  construction  of  that  resolution,  and  I 
answered  him  precisely  as  I  supposed  I  was 
authorized  to  do.  I  now  understand  my  friend 
from  Kentucky  propounds  a  question  as  to  my 
individual  belief.  That  is  an  entirely  different 
question,  and  I  will  answer  it.  But  I  will  first 
ask  him  a  question. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  WeU,  that  is  a  kind  of 
sectionalism  I  don't  understand.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  JONES.  I  am  not  at  all  surprised  that 
the  gentleman  and  myself  do  not  agree  in  any- 
thing. But  as  the  question  ki  necessary  to  my 
answer,  I  ask  him  whether  this  Congress,  under 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  has  the 
power  of  conferring  upon  a  Territory,  prior  to 
Its  formation  of  a  State  constitution,  the  power 
of  establishing  or  prohibiting  slavery? 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  am  perfectly  willing 
that  the  country  should  see  the  manner  in  which 
the  homogeneousness  of  the  Democratic  party  is 
exhibited,  by  the  display  the  gentleman  nas 
made.    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  JONES.  I  nope  the  gentleman  will  con- 
sider it  a  fair  question,  and  not  dodge  it.  The 
gentleman  asked  my  individual  belief.  I  simply 
ask  him  now,  has  this  Government  the  power, 
under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  to 
clothe  the  citizens  of  a  Territory,  prior  to  the 
formation  of  a  State  constitution,  with  power  to 
legislate  upon  slavery  or  not? 

Mr.  MARSHALL.    I  say,  no. 

Mr.  JONES.  Very  well,  if  the  gentleman 
says  no,  I  reply,  if  tlws  Government  has  not  the 
power,  they  never  have  conferred  it;  because  they 
cannot  confer  what  they  have  not  got. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  understand  the  gentle- 
man hpses  his  position,  then,  upon  a  concurrence 
with  myself  upon  a  question  of  constitutionid 
law.  He  asks  my  opinion  as  to  a  point  of  con- 
stitutional law,  and  frames  his  answer,  hypothet- 
ically,  upon  that  opinion:  \f  they  have  not  the 
power,  they  have  not  bestowed  it.  The  Demo- 
cratic members  of  this  House  stand  *'  upon  the 
principle  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill;'*  and  I 
venture  to  assert  that  there  is  not  a  southern 
Democrat  upon  this  floor — ^unless  exception  be 
made  of  one  or  two  cases  from  Alabama,  Ten- 
nessee, and  Virginia — ^who  will  go  before  his 
constituency  and  proclaim  the  doctrine  of  squat- 
ter sovereignty;  and  all  the  northern  Democrats 
justify  their  advocacy  of  those  "principles" 
upon  the  plea  that  squatter  sowreignty  is  secured 
by  the  bill. 

I  was  not  here  when  that  bill  was  passed,  and 
I  would  like  to  know  of  gentlemen  upon  the 
other  side  of  the  House,  when  they  say  they 
maintain  the  principles  of  the  bill,  wnether  they 
intend  to  uphold  it  as  a  model  bill  for  the  organi- 
zation of  otner  Territories  of  the  Union  ?  because, 
if  they  do,  they  axe  right  in  dedarine  themselves 
opposed  to  Americanism;  for  one  of  **  the  prin- 
ciples'* of  that  bill  gives  to  a  man,  who  has  not 
become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  the  privilege 
of  exercising  the  right  of  sufira^e,  and  or  holding 
ofHce  in  the  Territories.  Agamst  that  privil^;e 
of  alien  suffrage  I  enter  my  solemn  protest,  and 
can  never  act  with  a  party  which  proclaims  that 
as  one  of  its  fundamental  principles  in  this  coun- 
try. As  they  intend  to  take  that  cargo  on  board 
their  vessel  m  the  coming  presidential  contest,  I 
am  glad  to  know  it  by  their  declaration  now — at 
the  time  of  starting.  It  is  at  war  with  all  my 
ideas  of  that  civil  liberty  which  was  achieved  by 
the  Revolution,  and  is  secured  by  the  Constitu- 
tion. That  principle  was  put  into  the  bill,  in  my 
opinion,  for  the  purpose  qf  stimtUating  enUgra- 
fion,  and  causing  a  hot-bed  growth  of  the  north- 
western portion  of  this  Confederacy;  but  as  the 
Democratic  section  of  this  House  embrace  it 
among  the  other  **  principles  of  the  Kansas  bill,'* 
I  take  a  broad  issue  before  the  country  upon  it. 

Gentlemen  upon  this  side  of  the  House  [turn- 
ing to  the  Republicans]  cannot  expect  me,  with 
my  principles,  to  act  with  (&em.  I  do  not  recog- 
nize any  man  as  belonging  to  the  American  party 
who  does  not  stand  flat-footed  upon  the  Philadel- 
phia platform.  I  disclaim  the  iaea  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Banks,]  who 


has  been  voted  for  as  Speaker,  is  a  member  of 
the  American  party.  He  and  his  colleagues  may 
so  claim  him,  but  he  will  recognize  at  once  tike 
impassable  line  which  divides  him  from  me. 
The  Philadelphia  platform  in  its  twelfth  section 
did  no  more,  and  does  no  more,  than  assume  the 
position  taken  here  to-day  by  me  and  the  gen- 
tlemen who  have  voted  with  me  through  these 
several  days,  viz:  resistance  to  sectional  agita- 
tion, and  a  heartfelt  desire  to  see  this  GoTero- 
ment  placed  upon  a  line  of  action  which  srliaU 
secure  the  rights  of  all  sections;  which  shaQ  pre- 
serve the  harmony  and  integrity  of  the  Gknrem- 
ment  in  its  workings  upon  the  mterests  of  each 
and  every  section;  ana  which  shall  divert  the 
attention  of  the  American  people  from  these  mis- 
erable **  isms*' which  make  them  all  unhappy  by 
disturbing  the  harmony  of  Government  m  su 
sections.  Sir,  I  wish  to  sec  the  people  upoa 
some  line  of  progress  in  which  their  nationality 
may  be  asserted,  and  this  Government  may  be 
made  to  redound  to  the  benefit  of  every  aeetioo 
of  our  noble  Confederacy. 

Mr.  JONES.  The  gentleman  took  the  Ubeitf 
of  asking  me  a  question,  and  I  hope  he  will  aUow 
me  the  same  favor  at  this  point.  I  understood 
him  to  say  he  recognized  tiie  twelfth  section  of 
the  Philadelphia  platform.  I  wish  to  ask  htm  it 
he  recognizes  that  section  which  proscribes  men 
from  the  rights  of  American  citizens,  as  I  undier- 
stand  them,  on  account  of  their  religion  and  the 
place  of  their  birth  ? 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  shall  have  no  difficuhy 
at  all  in  answering  the  gentleman  that  question.  I 
am  in  favor  of  the  largest  freedom  in  religion  and 
liberty  of  conscience.  As  I  claim  the  rieht  of 
private  judgment  in  matters  of  religious  beuef  for 
myself,  I  respect  it  in  others.  I  am  not  in  favor, 
and  1  never  have  been  in  favor,  and  I  deny  that 
the  American  peurty  has,  in  its  platform,  or  many 
manner,  declared  an  intent  to  legislate  or  act  so 
as  to  proscribe  a  man  on  account  qf  his  reltgtoK. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman  firom 
Kentucky  if  the  Louisiana  delegation  were  not 
refused  tneir  seats  in  the  Philadelphia  conventioa 
upon  that  very  ground  ? 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  The  gentleman  isas  con- 
versant with  that  matter  as  I  am.  But  I  can  teU 
the  gentleman  this,  that  whenever  the  American 
party  see  a  man  in  this  country  who  looks  abroad 
for  his  allegiance,  whether  it  be  found  at  Rome 
or  elsewhere,  they  do  not  believe  he  can  be  trusted 
as  a  depositary  of  poUtical  power  in  this  country. 

It  is  uselesii  for  us  to  discuss  the  catechinn  of 
the  American  party,  since  that  gentleman  and  I 
are  as  wide  as  the  poles  asunder.  All  I  intend 
doing  now  is,  to  make  an  explanation  of  the  rea^ 
sons  why  the  organization  of  this  House  does 
not  proceed.  The  gentlemen  on  the  other  ode 
of  the  House  have  followed  with  their  prognunme 
— a  congressional  manifesto  indicating  the  ground 
on  which  they  place  the  Democratic  party  fbr  the 
future — and  in  that  programme  I  find  my  senti- 
ments denounced.  I  find  myself  proscribed,  as 
an  enemv  to  civil  and  religious  liberty.  I  find 
them  making  proclamations  of  adherence  to  prin- 
ciples which  i  know,  sir,  are  not  understooa  the 
same  way  by  their  own  party.  North  and  South. 

Mr.  JONES.  Will  my  fnend  from  Kentucky 
allow  me  to  ask  him  another  question  ? 

Mr.  MARSHALL.    Certainly. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  assure  the  gentleman  from  Ken  - 
tucky  that  I  would  not  interrupt  him,  nor  ask 
any  question  whatever,  only  I  nnd  that  his  re- 
marks arc  based  upon  the  construction  of  the 
phraseology  of  a  resolution  which  I  had  the  honor 
to  present  in  the  Democratic  caucus. 

will  my  friend  allow  me  to  ask  hi:n a  question? 
He  has  announced  here  publicly  before  tne  coun- 
try that  he  is  a  member  of  the  American  party, 
and  he  objects  to  that  resolution  because  ho  says 
when  we  declare  to  the  country  that  we  are 
against  any  party  which  proscribes  civil  and  re- 
ligious liberty,  that  means  him  and  his  peurty. 
Now,  I  assure  my  friend,  I  have  never  said  that 
he  was  against  civil  liberty  or  religious  liberty; 
but,  if  my  friend  puts  himself  in  a  party  which 
that  general  sentiment  designates,  then  it  does 
hit  my  friend,  an  we  so  intended.  TCriea  of 
*«ood!""Ahardhit.**] 

Now,  if  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  will 
allow  me,  I  will-esk  him  this  question:  If,  when 
he  entered  into  that  American  organization,  his 
experience  there  verified  the  correctness  of  my 
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S^ncml  information,  that  one  of  the  very  tests  and 
€  iMLSis  of  the  movement  is  to  swear  hostility  to 
the  CaJtkoKc  religion,  and  to  men  who  we»6  born 
abroad ,  so  fkr  as  regards  their  social  and  poKtical 
rf^ts  in  the  country  ?  I  merely  ask  my  friend 
whether  that  is  not  one  of  the  obligations  ? 

A  Member,  (correcting  Mr.  Jones.)  Not  t6 
tote  for  CatlwHics  or  foreigners. 

Mr.  JONES.  Yes,  I  stand  corrected.  Iv^fik 
It  put  the  question  in  a  shape  that  my  friend  from 
Kentucky  will  understand  me.  I  ask  whetlier  it 
Was  not  made  a  test  with  him  that,  before  he  could 
bec^mie  a  member  of  the  so-called  American 
party  or  Know  Nothing  party,  he  had  to  give  a 
jltedge,  or  oath,  or  affirmation,  or  something,  that 
Be  would  never  vote  for  a  man  for  any  public 
dfllce  whose  religion  is  Roman  Catholic,  or  who 
was  borti  abroad. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  Mr.  Clerk,  the  fairness 
of  the  gentleman's  interrogation  may  well  be 
doubted;  and  his  courtesy  to  me  is  certainly  ex- 
hibited by  the  course  of  catechism  to  which  he 
iuts  subjected  me;  and  the  only  reply  I  can  give 
u>  his  remarks  iff  this:  If  the  gentleman  sup- 
posed tfaaat  in  entering  into  a  Know  Nothing 
council  Of  into  the  American  ordcfl  had  secretly 
given  any  such  test,  then  the  gentlemaTi's  want  of 
oourt^sy  would  be  exhibited  in  attempting  to 
catechise  me  before  a  public  tribunal  as  to  a  point 
on  which  he  supposed  I  was  bound  to  secresy . 

Mr.  JONES.  I  did  not  say  secret.  I  did  not 
nesn  that. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  Very  well;  but,  sir,  I 
have  already  expressed  to  the  gentleman,  and  I 
have  already  expressed  to  the  country,  that  I  was 
in  fkvor  of— ana  that  there  was  nothing  in  the 
American  order  to  prevent — the  largest  Kberty  of 
conscience  and  religion.  I  wiU  now  say,  sir,  that 
I  MTOuld  spill  my  blood,  if  it  were  necessary,  to 
protect  the  CtUkoUe  in  his  right  of  conscience  and 
Ois  right  of  worship,  just  as  quickly  as  I  would 
to  protect  the  Protestant  in  the  same  right;  and 
M>,  f  believe,  would  the  whole  American  party. 

But  I  have  already  stated,  and  in  answer  to  the 
gentleman *8  question,  I  now  repeat,  that  if  you 
will  exhibit  to  me  a  Catholid  who  believes  that 
be  owes  a  political  aHegiance— concealed,  if  you 
<^oo0e,  under  the  term  of  ecclesiastical  rule  or 
dther  role — to  a  spiritual  master  beyond  the  seas 
higher  than  the  duty  he  owes  to  the  Constttu- 
tipn,  I  neither  vote  fbr'  that  man,  nor  support 
him,  nor  entertain  him  for  any  political  station. 
[Oeneral  ctpplause  in  the  Hall  and  galleries.] 

Bfr.  JONES.  Win  my  friend  from  Kentucky 
ailew  me  to  say  ^at  i  concur  vrith  him  in  that 
0entiment } 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  Jiav«  no  doubt  at  all, 
Mr.  CJlerk,.  tfcat  if  I  had  an  opportunity  to  put 
the  getetleman  [Mr.  Jojces]  through  a  course  of 
instruction,  I  could  initiate  him  before  nigbt. 
[Lau^ter.] 

But  he  says  that  my  objection  here  arises  ff  om 
a'  misiconetruction  of  that  resolution.  Not  so,  sir. 
As  I  said  before,  I  do  not  coriiplain  of  the  broad- 
ness of  the  declarcftion,  because  it  bt  only  what 
the  American  party  had  a  riglilt  to  expect.  1  do 
nfet  ©omplam  of  the  friends  of  this  Administra- 
tion in  making  that  declaration,  because, although 
it  may  be  unreasonable,  and  although  it  may 
have  been  offered  in  the  wrong  arena,  still  they 
Were  pledged  to  it  by  the  executive  Administra- 
tion, and  tbey  mi^ht  as  weD  adhere  to  it  by  their 
legishrtive  declaraliori.  It  is  a  congressional  man- 
ifeelo  for  the  camoaign;  it  is  the  first  gun  in  the 
battle  of  1856.  The  |:ent!emen  have  exhibited 
the  amartness  of  political  tacticians  in  choosing 
their  c*wn  ground;  and  it  will  be  the  folly  of  the 
American  party,  no  matter  fVom  what  quarter 
that  party  comes,  if  thevdd  not  teach  those  gen- 
tlemen the  lesson  that,wnile  in  a  majority  here,  the 
Americans  will  make  the  issues,  and  the  cam- 
paign win  be  conducted  on  such  issues  a»  that 
majority  chooses  to  present,  not  such  as  theji 
CMasf  fa  assttntf . 

I  cannot  act  here  with  any  party,  and  I  will  not 
BfJl  with  any  party  in  the  counftry  which  drives  to 
MMuOttaliam ,  and  protniiM  by  its  ][irtncipies  or 


action  to  involve  my  country  in  a  dispute  which, 
n  my  opinion,  is  unnecessary.  Why,  sir,  re- 
gard the  declarations  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
[Mr.  QiimiNGS,]  who  has  entertained  us  here  for 
two  hours.  I  do  not  know  that  I  hold  any  one 
sentiment  in  common  with  that  gentleman.  I 
should  never  dream  of  putting  myself  under  his 
guidance  in  the  determination  of  what  should  be 
for  the  good  of  my  country.  But,  sir,  the  Amer- 
ican people  cannot  fail  to  perceive,  if  they  wifl 
dwell  on  the  tendencies  of  nis  remarks,  that  he 
comes  down,  like  Attila,  from  the  North,  pro- 
claiming to  the  South  that  he  is  booted  and  spurred 
to  overrun  the  South.  He  makes  a  declaration 
on  behalf  of  that  great  Republicau  army,  as  to 
what  laws  he  will  give  and  what  he  will  tolerate. 
I  tell  the  venerable  gentleman,  that  the  people  of 
the  South  are  not  in  the  habit  of  receiving  dicta- 
tion from  any  quarter,  much  less  "what  comes 
with  sectionalism  in  its  mouth,  and  with  a  declara- 
tion of  hostility  to  institutions  which  have  ex- 
isted in  that  section  of  the  country  since  before 
the  date  of  the  Constitution. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  warn  gentlemen  of  the 
South  not  to  make  political  issues  with  the  North 
under  the  guidance  of  those  who  have  fixed  the 
platform  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  who  expect 
to  spur  the  spirit  of  the  South  to  a  sectional  war. 

I  invoke  the  country  to  come  up  to  our  na- 
tional position,  which  eschews  these  questions, 
which  declares,  in  reference  to  them,  **  sufficient 
unto  the  day  is  the  evir^hereof."  When  ques- 
tions arise,  we  will  meet  them  with  the  spirit, 
judgment,  and  candot  of  statesmen;  and  wc  will 
decide  them  according  to  constitutional  law, under 
a  sense  of  constitutional  obligations,  and  in  full 
viewofourdutyto  the  Union.  Holding  this  posi- 
tion, I  am  not  over  anxious  to  see  the  House  or- 
ganize under  the  call  of  prescit  parties.  I  thank 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Smith,]  who 
spolre  to-day,  for  the  courtesy  with  which  he 
opened  the  doors  of  the  Democratic  party  for  the 
admission  of  our  little  phalanx,  and  for  tne  inter- 
est he  manifested  lest  we  should  prove  lost  sheep, 
[Laughter.],  But,  sir,  we  have  a  duty  to  perform. 
We  have  constituents  behind  us,  who  are  looking 
to  our  proceedings  with  anxiety.  'I*here  are  gen- 
tlemen here  not  acting  with  us,  who  have  left 
minorities  behind  them  who  sympathize  with  us. 
We  are  representatives  of  those  minorities  also. 
We  are  ready  to  go  fbrward  and  execute  our 
legislative  duty  Wiuiout  the  stringency  of* plat- 
forms or  pronunciamentos;  but  when  they  are 
made  as  politiccd  indices,  we  know  our  position 
and  we  will  firmly  maintain  it.  And  I  say,  for 
myself  only,  that  I  have  no  solicitude  in  regard  to 
my  positron.  If  this  House  is  not  organized  u  mil 
February,  until  March,  or  even  until  the  next 
summer,  it  will  have  to  remain  unorganized  be- 
fore I  abate  one  jot  or  tittle  from  my  position. 
And  let  those  take  the  responsibility  who  fixed 
these  Insults  upon  us.     [Applause/I 

Mr.  McMtJliLIN.  I  move  the  House  do  now 
adioum. 

Mi'.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio,  also  sought  the 
floor. 

[Loud  cries  of  "Campbell!"  "Campbell!" 
"Withdraw  the  motion!**  &c.] 

Mr.  McMIJLLIN.  If  I  withdraw  the  motion , 
will  the  gentleman  renew  it? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  wish  to  make  an  inquiry 
of  the  House,  and  then  I  win  decide. 

Mr.  McMTJLLlN.  Very  weH;  I  will  with- 
draw the  motion. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  do  not  propose  ndw  to 
speak  upon  those  e^^citing  topics  which  have 
occupied  the  House  to-day.  That  would  be  in 
opposition  to  the  position  I  have  assumed  from 
t^e  beginning,  and  in  conflict  with  the  duties 
which  1  owe  to  my  constituents.  I  understood 
this  morning  that  a  proposition  was  made  to 
adopt  what  is  called  tlie  plurality  rule.  If  that 
is  before  the  body,  I  propose  to  speak  directly  to 
it,  and  incidantally  to  refer  to  some  of  the  ques- 
tions that  have  been  discussed  here  to-day;  and 
particularly  to  the  proposition  just  now  asserted 
by  the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 


[Mr.  HuMPBTRET  Mahshall,]  that  he  recognized 
no  man  as  an  American  who  did  not  take  the^ 
twelfUr  section  of  the  platform .  f  wish  to  inquire 
if  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Iowa  [Mr. 
Thownoton]  is  before  the  body? 

The  CLERK.  It  is  not.  It  was  withdrawn 
this  morning,  on  the  request  of  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Walker.] 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Well,  sir,  if  the  gentle- 
man proposes  to  offer  it,  I  propose  that  he  offer 
it  now. 

Mr.  THORINGTON.  I  will  renew  the  reso- 
lution offered  by  me  this  n^orning. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  If  it  is  the  wish  of  the 
ftouse,  I  will,  in  accordance  with  my  promise 
to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  move  Siat  the 
House  do  now  adjourn. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  motion  agreed  to. 

And  thereupon  (at  a  quarter  past  fbuf  o'clock^ 
the  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  at  twelve 
o'clock,  m. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wednesday,  December  19, 1855. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Hekrt  C.  Dbak. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  aj^>roved . 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  WADE  presented  additional  testimony 
in  support  of  the  application  of  John  Brown,  for 
an  increase  of  pension;  which,  witb  the  paper* 
already  on  file  m  the  same  case,  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  RUSK  presented  the  petition  of  James 
Harrington ,  a  laborer  on  the  Smithsonian  grounds, 
praying  to  be  allowed  the  same  extra  compensa- 
tion as  was  allowed  to  the  laboreirs  on  the  other 
Sublic  grounds  by  resolution  of  tlic  Senate  of 
larch  3,  1855;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Cidims. 

Mr.  YULEE  presented  the  menkorial  of  John 
Dick,  praying  that  a  patent  may  be  issued  (o  hint 
for  land  settled  bv  him  under  a  permit  granted 
by  the  register  of^the  land  ofKde  at  St.  Angjustine, 
Florida;  Which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Pubbc  Lands. 

Mr.  FISH  presented  the  memorial  of  Captain' 
John  B.  Montgomery,  of  the  United  Slaftes  Navy, 
prayinff  to  be  released  from  his  liability  for  an 
unpaid  balance  of  public  money  ifit'nifated  to  him 
for  recruiting  purposes,  and  lost  by  the  faihinr 
of  tlie  bonk  in  which  it  was-  deposited;  which 
was  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  1 

rRENCH  SPOLIATIONS. 

Mr.  Clayton.  I  present  memorials  of  the 
heirs  of  Adam  Prager;  of  John  Short,  adminis- 
trator of  John  Short,  deceaseo;  of  J.  Frederick 
C.  Von  Kapff,  for  the  firm  of  Von  Kapff  Sl  Ans- 
pach;  of  CparJes  Engelbrecht,  assignee  of  tho 
estate  of  William  Seavy ;  ot  t^e  heirs  c^f  Ambrose 
Vasse;  of  Allen  Smith.  Izard,  sole  heir  of  J.  Al- 
len Smith;  of  PctcrReinouldt;of  Cassius  P.L^e, 
trustee  of  William  Hodgson,  deceased;  of  Rob* 
ert  Oldden,  heir,  and  for  the  co-heirs  of*  John 
Olddcn,  deceased;  and- of  Laura  W.  Gibbs,  exec- 
utrix of  Crcorge  Gibbs,  deceased. 

All  these  memorials  pray  for  indemnity  for 
spoliations  committed  by  the  Firench  prior  to 
1800.  I  shall  not  at  this  time  move  any  reference 
of  these  memorials,  but  shall  suffer  them  id  lie 
on  the  table  for  the  present.  Iwish,  however, 
to  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  of  making  a 
single  remark.  These  claimants  desire  that  their 
claims  ahould  not,  be  considered  as  having  been 
abandoned.  They  mean  to  present  and  keep  be- 
fore the  pubhc  the  claims  Wnich  they  have  been 
prosecutmg  for  fifty  years.  The  particular  re- 
mark which  I  desired  to  make  now  was  this:  tho 
veto  message  of  the  President  at  the  kist  session, 
which  came  in  so  late  that  We  had  no  opportunity 
of  discussing  it,  was  one  which  I  was  e^Cceed- 
ingly  anxious  to  discuss,  and  in  reference  to 
which  I  Wish  to  say  now  that  the  single  idea 
upon  which  the  whole  nlessagc  is  predicated  ia 
an  error — an  error  of  fact.  The  message  pro- 
ceeds upon  the  ground- that* the  chd^s  wnich 
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these  petitioners  ask  should  be  paid  were^  paid 
UDder  the  treaty  of  Louisiana  of  lo03.  Now,  the 
whole  question  is  reduced  to  a  question  of  fact. 
If  it  be  true  that  these  claims  were  paid  under 
the  treaty  of  1803,  there  oueht  to  be  an  end  of 
them,  u,  on  the  other  hand,  it  be  not  true — and 
that  is  the  only  ground  upon  which  the  yeto  is 
founded — the  clamis  ought  to  be  paid. 

When  the  message  came  in  at  tne  last  session, 
I  was  conscious  of  the  fact  that  there  did  exist 
in  the  Department  of  State  testimony  that  would 
conclusively  refute  the  foundation  upon  which 
the  whole  message  proceeded.  There  I  knew 
could  be  found  the  names  of  all  the  claimants  who 
were  'paM  under  the  treaty  of  1803,  and  there 
also  were  the  names  of  the  claimants  for  indem- 
nities for  spoliations  committed  by  the  French 
prior  to  1800.  The  two  lists  have  been  since 
published,  and  it  appears  that  not  a  sinj^lc  one 
of  those  who  ask  for  indemnity  from  this  Gov- 
ernment on  account  of  these  spoliations  is  in- 
cluded in  the  payments  made  under  the  treaty  of 
1803.  I  forbear  to  go  on  with  the  discussion; 
I  rose  only  to  make  this  remark;  but  at  some 
future  day  I  shall  call  up  these  petitions  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  tJic  subject  more  fully. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  petitions  will  he 
upon  the  table. 

WITHDRAWAL  OF  PAPERS. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CASS,  it  was 

Ordered^  That  Reuben  Wood  have  leave  to  witiidraw  Uf 
petition  and  papers. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SUMNER,  it  was 

Ordered^  That  Richard  S.  Coxc  have  leave  to  withdraw 
his  petition  and  papers,  for  the  purpose  of  presentation  to 
the  Court  of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  STUART,  it  was 

Ordered f  l^at  John  Spencer  have  leave  to  Withdraw  his 
memorial  and  papers  from  the  flies  of  the  Senate,  in  order 
to  present  them  to  the  Court  of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  YULEE,  it  was 

Ordered.  That  the  papers  of  John  Tucker  be  withdrawn 
flrom  the  mes  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to  the  C<Mnmittee 
on  Military  Aflkirs. 

PENSION  LAWS. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FOOT,  it  was 

Retolvedf  That  the  Committee  on  Pensions  be  directed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending  the  benefits  of  the 
existing  pension  laws  to  the  surviving  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  war  of  1813,  and  to  the  widows  and  minor  children 
of  those  who  are  deceased. 

NOTICE  OP  A  BILL. 

Mr.  BUTLER  gave  notive  of  his  intention  to 

ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  ip  relation  to  punish* 

ment  in  the  )>enitentiaries. 

ERRONEOUS  REFERENCE. 

Mr.  EVANS.  Mr.  President,  some  days  ago 
a  petition  of  William  Anderson,  praying  for  re- 
muneration for  losses  sustained  in  consequence 
of  the  death  of  his  brother  of  disease  contracted  in 
the  military  service  during  the  last  war  with  Great 
Britain,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tioi^ary  Claims.  That  committee  do  not  consider 
this  as  a  case  coming  within  their  province,  and 
they  have  therefore  directed  me  to  report  it  back 
to  tne  Senate,  and  ask  to  be  discharged  from  its 
consideration, and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  proper 
committee.  It  should  go  properly  either  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims  or  the  Committee  on  Mill- 
tary  Affairs,  f  do  not  know  which. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Committee  on  Rev- 
olutionary Claims  will  be  discharged  from  the 
Airther  consideration  of  the  subject. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

NAVAL  RETIRING  BOARD. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  presented  the  petition  of 
Peter  Wager,  jr.,  late  a  master  in  the  United 
States  Navy,  remonstrating  against  the  action  of 
the  Naval  Board,  appointed  under  the  act  of  Feb- 
ruary 28, 1855;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  Mr.  President,  I  rise  to 
present  the  memorial  of  Uriah  P.  Levy,  late 
captain  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  com- 

elaining  of  the  illegal  action,  in  his  case,  of  the 
Lte  boa^  of  naval  oficers,  whereby  he  has  been 
stricken  from  the  roUs,  an4  praying  Congress  to 
pass  a  law  annulling,  as  to  hipn,  the  report  and 
finding  of  the  boara,  and  restoring  him  to  his 
former  place  in  the  Navy;  praying  ajao  the  Sen- 
ale,  in  tne  mean  time,  to  suspend  action  on  the 
oominatioD,  if  any  should  be  made,  of  any  persoa 
tp  fill  the  plaot  he  held.   I  move  that  it  be  referre4 


to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs;  and  I  hope 
they  will  think  it  worthy  of  a  very  careful  perusal 
and  examination.  It  is  a  paper  drawn  up  with 
great  ability.  The  terms  and  purposes  of  the 
act  of  Con^ss  are  very  carefully  scrutinized 
and  ascertained,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that 
this  case  does  not  come  within  the  scope  of  the 
legiBlation  designed  by  the  passage  of  that  law. 

The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  offer  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

Re9oh>edf  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  directed  to 
Aimish  the  Senate  with  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
board  of  navy  officers,  appointed  under  the  act  of  Congress 
passed  on  the  28th  day  of  February,  1855,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  promote  the  emcicncy  of  Uie  Navy,''  embracing 
such  charges  as  have  been  preferred  against  the  several 
officers  of  the  Navy  who  have  been  dismissed  dtom  the 
public  service  or  placed  on  the  reserved  list. 

If  there  be  no  objection,  I  should  like  to  have 
this  resolution  considered  now. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  would  su^st  to  my 
friend  from  Tennessee,  as  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  [Mr.  Mallort]  is 
absent,  the  propriety  of  suffenng  this  resolution 
to  lie  over  until  to-morrow  or  the  next  day,  as 
he  is  expected  here  from  day  to  day. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  If  the  Senator 
objects  to  the  resolution,  it  must  lie  over  as  a 
matter  of  course. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  The  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mhtce  on  Naval  Affairs  reported  the  bill  under 
which  this  board  held  its  sessions,  and  I  think  it 
is  due  to  him  that  oil  steps  taken  in  the  Senate  in 
reference  to  it  should  be  in  his  presence. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  have  no  dispo- 
sition to  press  the  resolution  now,  but  I  desire  to 
have  this  information  at  the  proper  time.  I  am 
willing  that  it  shall  lie  o^r  for  the  present. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  It  appears  to  me  that  the 
examination  to  which  this  resolution  must  lead, 
as  well  as  that  to  which  the  memorial  presented 
by  my  friend  from  Kentucky  must  lead,  ought 
to  be  conducted  in  the  executive  sessions  of  the 
Senate.  Honorable  gentlemen  who  will  reflect 
for  a  moment  how  deeply  this  investigation  must 
concern  those  who  nave  been  the  subjects  of  tlie 
report  of  the  Naval  Board,  will  sec  the  peculiar 
propriety  of  having  the  whole  matter  first  con- 
sidered m  executive  session.  I  do  not  venture 
to  make  anv  remark  which  can  by  possibility 
hurt  the  feelings  of  any  officer  who  has  been 
under  the  consideration  of  this  board,  and  I  feel 
confident  that  the  Senate,  if  they  should  sustain 
the  action  of  the  board,  will  desire  to  do  it  in  such 
a  way  as  will  be  least  offensive  to  those  who  have 
been  dropped  from  the  naval  list.  I  can  very 
well  understand,  that  if  all  the  information  that  is 
in  the  possession  of  the  Department  is  to  be  pre- 
sented here  in  public  session,  in  pursuance  or  the 
resolution  of  my  honorable  friend  from  Tennes- 
see, great  injury  will  be  done  to  many  persons 
whose  conduct  nas  been  the  subject  of  considera- 
tion in  this  board.  I  say  no  more  than  merely  to 
throw  out  this  idea. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  Mr.  President,  I  agree  en- 
tirely with  what  has  been  said  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Delaware.  I  have  some  constituents 
who  complain  of  the  conduct  of  this  board,  and 
I  have  reserved  what  I  intended  to  say  upon  that 
subject  for  the  deliberation  of  the  Senate  in  ex- 
ecutive session;  because,  in  that  relation  to  the 
President,  we  are  his  advisers,  and  I  should  de- 
plore to  have  this  subject  assunie  the  shape  of  a 
matter  of  popular  discussion.  I  am  perfectly  will- 
ing to  sive  it  a  fair  consideration,  both  as  it  re- 
ga^s  me  board  that  has  pronounced  upon  these 
gentlemen,  retiring  or  furloughing  them,  and  as 
regards  the  justice  of  the  sentence  of  those  who 
have  been  dismissed.  But  I  do  think — I  give  it 
as  my  suggestion  merely — ^that  all  these  questions 
should  be  reserved  for  executive  session.  I  have 
committed  to  me  now  the  cases  of  three  gentle- 
men from  South  Carolina,  and  I  shall  reserve 
them  for  executive  session,  believing  that  to  be 
the  true  course. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Mr.  President,  I 
should  certainly  be  inclined  very  much  to  defer 
to  the  opinions  of  my  friends,  tne  Senator  from 
Delaware  and  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
but  I  am  unable  to  arrive  at  the  conclusion  which 
they  have  announced.  I  do  not  propose,  how- 
ever, to  debate  this  question.  I  think  it  is  not  in 
order  to  do  so.    It  is  not  before  the  Senate*   Tha 


resolution  goes  over,  as  a  matter  of  course,  finder 
the  rule,  objection  having  been  made  to  its  cob« 
sideration  now.  I  shall  call  it  up  at  some  early 
day,  at  least  as  early  a  day  as  I  can  aAer  the  ar- 
rival of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs;  and  I  shall  be  able  then,  I  think,  to  de- 
monstrate to  the  satisfaction  of  some  gentlemen 
that  we  cannot,  in  justice  to  many  gentlemen  who 
are  interested  in  this  subject,  do  otherwise  than 
give  t^em  a  fair  hearing  before  the  country.  I 
am  tired  of  secret  sessions.  One  objection  which 
I  have  to  the  action  of  this  board  is,  that  it  was 
a  secret  one.  What  is  said,  I  desire  to  be  said 
openly  and  above-board.  That  is  the  feeling  I 
have;  but  it  is  not  in  order  to  discuss  the  matter 
now.    Let  it  go  over. 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Tennessee.  I  have  had  in  my 
hands  for  several  days  a  memorial  of  the  nature 
of  the  one  presented  by  the  honorable  Senator  irora 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  Crittekden.I  I  have  delayed 
presenting  it  for  the  reason  that  I  supposed  it 
probable  that  a  matter  of  so  much  importance  aa 
the  manner  in  which  the  requirement  of  the  law 
of  the  last  Congress  upon  this  subject  had  been 
carried  into  execution  by  the  Executive,  w^ould 
be  made  t\ie  subject  of  some  remarks  in  the  mes- 
sage of  the  Prpsident  of  the  United  States,  w^Ktdi 
we  cannot  expect  until  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives shall  be  duly  organized,  and  the  President 
notified  of  that  fact.  1  think  it  not  unlikely  that 
the  President  may  lay  such  views  before  both 
Houses  of  Congress  on  that  subject,  as  may  pre- 
vent some,  if* not  all,  the  examinations  wnich 
may  be  proposed  by  individual  members  of  the 
Senate  or  ot  the  Hbuse  of  Representatives;  and 
I  should  be  opposed  to  discussing  this  subject — 
at  large,  at  all  events — or  going  into  any  inves- 
tigation on  the  part  of  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  of  whicn  I  am  a  member,  and  to  which 
some  of  these  memorials  are  addressed,  until  we 
shall  hear  from  the  Executive  on  the  subject. 
Then,  my  opinion  is,  the  Senate  will  find  them- 
selves under  oblifi^ion  to  pursue  such  coarse 
as  they  may  think  expedient,  in  regard  to  the 
redress  which  may  seem  to  be  due  to  the  late 
officers  of  the  Navy  who  conceive  they  have  been 
injured;  and,  if  that  course  requires  public  dis- 
cussion, I  think  there  is  nothing  in  the  nature  of 
the  proceedings,  or  of  the  subject,  which  ought 
to  prevent  it.  But  if  the  nature  of  the  redress  be 
not  of  that  character,  or  if  the  Senate  shall  be  of 
opinion,  in  Executive  session,  afler  consultation, 
that  there  is  no  redress  required  on  the  part  of 
anybody,  then  it  will  be  perceived  there  will  be 
no  necessity  for  public  discussion;  but  if  there 
should  be,  I  can  see  no  other  means  of  aniring 
at  it  than  by  open  discussion  in  the  Senate  as 
well  as  in  the  House.  If,  however,  we  can  pre- 
vent that,  I  shall  be  very  happy  indeed.  At  all 
events,  I  think  it  is  rather  premature  to  be  dis- 
cussing or  considering  these  subjects  at  all,  until 
we  hear  the  views  of  Uie  Elxecutive  as  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  law  of  the  last  session  has  been 
executed,  or  was  soueht  to  be  executed. 

Mr.  MASON.  Mr.  President,  I  have  been 
very  forcibly  impressed  with  the  view  that  has 
been  taken  of  this  question  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Bell,]  in  the  con- 
sideration that  I  have  been  required  to  give  to  the 
feneral  subject  of  the  action  of  this  board;  and 
have  so  suggested  to  various  officers  who  (eel 
that  they  have  been  aggrieved  by  the  action  of 
the  board.  We  do  not  know — I  am  sure  I  do  not 
know — what  may  be  contained  in  the  annual 
message  of  the  President  or  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  reference  to  the  results 
of  the  deliberations  of  the  board,  and  of  the  eicec- 
utive  action  pursuant  upon  it,  upon  the  general 
welfare  and  condition  of  the  Navy,  or  in  refer- 
ence to  any  wrong  which  it  may  be  conceived 
has  been  done  to  any  officer  of  the  Navy.  Bui 
I  am  disposed  to  think  that,  if  the  subject  shall 
be  taken  up  for  the  deliberation  of  the  Senate,  it 
will  be  found  to  embrace  a  very  large  scope  of 
inquiry — whether  in  executive  or  in  open  session, 
I  am  not  prepared  to  say;  and  I  suomit  to  the 
honorable  Senator  who  has  offered  the  resolution 
(which  I  understand  he  proposes  to  do)  to  allow 
it  to  lie  over  until  we  have  tne  annual  communi- 
cation containing  the  views  of  the  £lxecutive,if 
there  be  any  submitted,  before  any  action  is  taken 
on  the  subject. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.    Why,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, I  beUeve  that  m  the  fact  now.    The  rtsolu- 
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that  it  sbould  be  rattored ;  and  if  effortt  to  tlial  cud  phould  . 
&J,  Conjrcfs  shouM  refut-e  to  admit  a«y  State  toleraliog  i 
B»av©rr,  wlrich  fhall  be  Ibrmcd  oat  of  any  portion  of  t  le  i 
tWTtiory  from  whioh  that  imtituCioo  waa  6Xchidod  by  Uie 
compromiKe." 

Mr.  BROOM.    If  my  coUeagtw  wUl  allow,  I ! 
will  t-xpUin  what  waa  the  resolution  of  only  a  i 
portion  of  the  council  to  which  the  ^ntlenmn  | 
refers.    The  remaining  portion  repudiated  their  . 
action,  and  adopted  rcrolutions  to  that  eflfect.        | 
Mr.  BARCLAY.  It  was  the  resolution  adopted  I 
By  a  regular  meeting  of  the  council  held  at  Read- 
ino-.    It  is  somewhat  sinsular  that  they  should 
seTect  the  stronghold  of  the  indomitable  Democ-  i 
racy  for  their  meeting.     How  many  repudiated  ! 
that  action  ?    I  will  tell  the  honorable  gentleman  ; 
fVom  Philadelphia:  only  ten;  ten  out  of  one  bun-  i 
dred  and  seventy-six !    That  resolution  was  in-  | 
dorsed  by  the  American  party  of  Pennsylvania. 
And  I  now  desire  to  ktiow  when  those  gentlemen  | 
come  upon  this  floor,  and  cast  their  votes  for  the  i 
distinguished  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  , 
Fuller]  as  a  candidate  for  the  bpeakcrship,  | 
whether  they  mean  us  to  understand  that  he  stands  I 
on  that  resolution  or  not  ?    The  honorable  gen-  | 
tieman  from  Somerset  [Mr.  Edie]  casts  his  vote 
regularly  for  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Puller,]  and  he  1 
was  president  of  the  council  "which  adapted  that  | 
very  resolution.    Yet  the  ^ntlenien  come  here  i 
anu  tell  us  that  they  are  eminently  national;  that  i 
theirs  is  the  national  party;  and  that  iu  the  Amer-  ' 
ican  party  of  Pennsylvania  no  sectionedism  can  i 
be  found.    Anc^  the  gentleman  from  the  Schuyl-  j 
kill  district  [Mr.  Campbell]  tells  us  that  he  waa 
elected  as  a  Whig:  a  Whig  indeed !    I  should  \ 
like  to  exactly  understand  the  position  of  my  col- 
leagues who,  for  the  first  four  or  five  days,  voted 
for  the  distinguished  gentleman  [Mr.  Fuller]  as 
a  candidate  for  Speaker,  notwithstanding  the  pas- 
gage  of  that  resolution  which  he  indorsed,  and 
which  I  suppose  he  now  indorses.  Subsequently, 
they  voted  for  Mr.  Banks,  of  Massachusetts. 

Now,  I  should  like  to  know  whether  there  is  . 
any  difference  between  the  honorable  gentleman  ; 
from  Massachusetu  [Mr.  BanksJ  and  ilie  honor- 1 
aWe  {^ntleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Fuller]  | 
on  this  particular  question.     If  I  understand  the  j 
position  of  the  former  gentleman,  he  takes  no 
stronger  ground  on  the  Question  than  does  the 
gentleman  from    Pennsylvania.     And   yet  our 
mends  from  the  South,  who  pretend  tliat  we  are  i 
sectional  in  our  feelings,  and  that  between  us  1 
there  is  an  impassable  gulf,  still  cast  their  votes 
for  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Ful- 
ler,] who,  I  presume,  stands  upon  this  resolu- 
tion.   Can  they,  with  any  consistency,  cast  their 
votes  for  him?    I  should  like  to  know  why  they 
cannot  cast  their  votes  as  well  for  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Banks,]  who  docs  not 
go  a  step  further?  Their  positions  being  identical, 
and  there  being  perfect  unanimity  of  sentiment 
between  these  eentlemen,  as  I  understand  it,  I 
should  like  to  know  upon  whom  the  responsi* 
biHty  rests  of  the  failure  to  organize  this  House? 
The  responsibility  resu  upon  those  gentlemen 
who  pretend  to  be— and  I  have  no  doubt  of  their 
feeling  so— eminently  national,  but  who  throw 
iheir  votes  away,  and  refuse  to  vote  for  a  gentle- 
man who  is  acknowledged  to  be  perfectly  national 
in  his  feolings. 

Mr.  Clerk,  I  have  no  desire  to  detain  this 
House.    I  am  anxious  for  its  organization;  but 
at  the  same  time  I  should  like  to  sec  that  organ- 
ization effected  upon  proper  principles.     [Loud 
ones  of  «» Call  the  roll!"] 
Mr.  WHITNEY  obtained  the  floor. 
Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Pennsylvania.     I  rise 
to  make  a  personal  explanation,  and  I  hope  the 
gentleman  will  yield  me  the  floor  for  a  few  min- 
utes.    [Cries of  *«  Hear  him!"] 
Mr.  WHITNEY  yielded  the  floor. 
Mr.  CAMPBELL.    1  am  represented  in  the 
Daily  Globe  as  having  said  yesterday  that  the 
American  party  of  Pennsylvania  were  not  afraid 
of  the  term  •*  Abolitionist."    I  beg  leave  to  say 
that  I  did  not  use  that  term.  I  said  that  the  Amer- 
ican party  of  Pennsylvania  were  not  afraid  of  the 
term  •*^now  Nothingism,"  and  I  desire  to  be 
oorreoted  in  that  respect. 

In  reply  to  my  colleague,  [Mr-  Barolat,]  I 
will  say  that  I  stated  yesterday— -and  I  am  so 
reported — that  certain  Democratic  members  of 
this  House  from  the  Slate  of  Pennsylvania  were 
ejected  openly  as  Aati-Nebcaaka  men»    I  did  notr 


charge  Uic  gentleman  with  having  been  a  Free-  | 
Soil  candidate,  or  say  that  he  was  elected  &%  such 
to  this  House.  What  Isaid  was,  that  certain 
Democratic  members  were  openly  elected  as  Ami- 
Nebraska  men;  and  I  now  asto  my  colleague 
whether  he  was  or  was  not  elected  to  Congress 
as  an  Anti-Nobraska  candidate  ?  If  not,  I  am  not 
correctly  informed;  if  he  waj|,thfl  gantlemaa  can 
say  so. 
Mr.  BARCLAY.    I  will  say,  in  reply  to  the 

rstion  of  the  honorable  gentleman,  that  I  was 
regularly  nominated  Democratic  candidate  in 
ray  district;  that  I  was  nominated  by  the  regular 
convention  of  that  party,  according  to  its  usages 
and  cuatoms.  I  was  run  as  a  Democrat,  and  as 
such  elected. 

As  I  have  already  said,  I  was  opposed  to  the 
repeal  of  the  Missouri  compromise,  because  I 
conceived  it  to  be  a  mere  abstraction,  and  to  be 
uncalled  for  and  unnecessary;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  after  the  repeal  was  effected,  I  took  the  dis- 
tinctive, open  ground,  on  the  stump,  and  else- 
where in  my  district,  tjiat  I  should  vote  against 
any  act  which  had  for  its  object  the  restoration 
of  that  compromise,  and  that  I  was  opposed  as 
much  to  its  restoration  as  I  had  been  to  iu  re- 
peal. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Thia  discussion  i9  quite 
useless,  Mr.  Clark,  and  I  am  not  disposed  to  aak 
further  indulgence  of  the  House  to  question  this 
gentleman  or  that. 

But,  sir,  my  motives  in  sustaining  Mr.  Fin/- 
LER,  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  first  instance,  and 
subsequently  Mr.  Banks  have  been  brought  into 
question  by  my  colleague  from  Pennsylvania, 
and  I  have  a  word  or  two  to  add  upon  that  sub- 
ject. I  stated  yesterday  that  I  was  elected  to 
this  House  as  an  Anti-Nebraska  candidate.  My 
colleague  and  I  represented  that  principle  in 
voting  for  the  gentleman  whom  we  first  pre- 
sented for  Speaker— Mr.  Henry  M.  Fcllea,  of 
Pennsylvania.  We  sustained  that  gentleman  as 
long  as  we  supposed  or  believed  tliat  we  could 
effect  an  organization  upon  his  name.  But, 
recognizina:  m  Mr.  Banks,  an  Anti-Nebraska 
candidate  for  the  suffrages  of  this  House,  and 
also  an  American,  when  he  received  eighty-six 
votes,  we  cast  our  votes  for  him  for  the  purpose 
of  effecting  an  organization.  We  have  thus  been 
consiatent  throughout. 

I  desire  to  say,  also,  in  answer  to  my  col- 
league, that  in  the  congressional  election  of 
1854,  the  American  party  of  Pennsylvania  did 
not  take  ground  upon  the  question  of  the  Kan- 
sas-Nebraska bill.  The  convention  to  which  the 
gentleman  refers  was  held  m  the  city  of  Read- 
ing, in  July,  185a,  subsequently  to  the  congres- 
sional election,  and  did  not,  and  could  not,  form 
an  element  in  the  prior  election.  I  am  here,  sir, 
as  an  Anti-NcbrasKa  man,  and,  in  that  respect, 
represent  my  constituency;  yet  I  affirm  that  the 
American  campaign  of  1864,  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  was  conducted  without  any  re- 
gard to  thafquestion  whatever,  and  I  trust  that 
my  colleague  now  understands  that.  I  will  not 
prolong  this  unnecessary  discussion.  [Cries  of 
"Call  the  roll !*n 

Mr;  WHITNEY.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  desire  to  say 
a  few  wt»rds  to  the  House  before  the  roU  is  again 
cidled.  After  two  weeks  of  balloting,  and  twt) 
days  of  debate,  we  have  failed  to  give  to  this 
House  a  presiding  oflicer,  and  before  I  take  my 
seat  I  intend  to  submit  a  resolution  which,  if 
adopted,  will  produce  that  desired  result. 

Bot  before  I  submit  this  resoUition,  I  desire  to 
say  one  word  in  defense  of  the  American  party 
a*  the  North.  Coming-  here  as  a  stranger  in  this 
Hall,  I  hare  not  venturod  to  obtrude  my  voice 
u{>on>  the  assembly  before,  trusting  that  older 
nKmbers^-maii more  able  to  vindicate  the  national 
American  party — would  have  taken  that  respons* 
ibibty  upon  them.  But,  sir,  there  has  been  no 
such  response.  The  only  echo  from  the  American 
party  that  Yam  been  heard  upon  this  floor  has 
come  from  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  a  south- 
em  man ;  and  I  now  rise  with  difitdence,  and  fully 
aware  of  the  deUcacy  of  my  position,  to  say  a 
few  words  in  behalf  of  the  American  party  of 
the  North.  That  party  has  been  stigmatized 
here,  as  identical  with  the  Free-Soil  party,  and  it 
becomes  me  as  a  representative  of  the  sentiment 
at  the  North,  to  deny  tlie  aUe^tion. 

I  have  not  been  exempt,  snr,  more  than  other 
gem^kmeii  from  the  Nortfa»  from  ikm^  taoatar 


and  vituperative  epithets  which  have  been  peared 
out  by  the  Free-Soil  press  of  my  native  Slate. 
But,  sir,  it  has  been  with  me  a  principle  of  my 
public  career,  never  to  descend  to  a  discassioB' 
with  the  newspaper  press.  I  stand  here  u{k>s 
v^f  own  vesponsibiiiiy.  My  constituents  and 
mv  country  are  to  be  the  judges  of  my  aets,  sad 
whatever  a  partisan  preea  may  say  in  favor  of 
my  course,  or  in  opposition  tMroto,  weighsAot 
the  matter  of  a  straw  in  my  estimation.  Bit,  it 
is  usuflS,  it  is  natural,  and  thercfoce  to  be  ex^ 
pccted,  that  each  partisan  press  will  support  ihe 
policy  of  its  party,  and  denounce  the  opponents 
of  that  policy.  In  that  view  I  recognize  it«  and 
in  tliat  view  I  reftise  to  enter  into  any  controversy 
with  it. 

The  American  party » ill  its  iatrinsieekamster, 
stands  aloof  from  all  sactionalconipoversios  oCihe 
day.  Its  objects  are — to  guard  the  avenues  of  in- 
telligence by  protecting  our  system  of  public  edu- 
cation; to  protect  the  elective  franchise  front  the 
inroads  of  illiterate  and  misguided  foreigners;  t« 
ward  off-  the  encroachments  of  radical  European 
theorists;  to  relieve  the  industrial  interests  of  the 
country  from  the  unequal  competition  of  Elii* 
ropean  pauper  labor;  to  prevent  the  abregsttioa 
of  wlioleaome  laws,  and  the  mutilation  of  con- 
stitutions, througli  the  dictation  of  strangers;  to 
resist  the  political  encroachment  of  that  Power 
whose  throne  is  in  the  Vatican;  to  save  the  Grov- 
emment  of  our  country  from  the  grasp  of  any 
priesthood  upon  earth;  and,  finally,  to  conserve 
the  institutions  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  to 
maintain  intact  the  Constitution  of  our  country 
and  the  confederacy  of  the  States.  These  are 
among  the  legitimate  purposes  of  the  American 
party. 

Mr.  TRAFTON,  (interrupting.)  I  wish  to 
ask  a  question  here.  I  understand  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  to  say  that  he  represents  the 
American  party  at  the  North.  Do  I  understand 
him  correctly? 

Mr.  WHITNEY.  I  claim  to  be  a  Represent- 
ative elected  by  the  national  American  psrty  of 
my  district  in  tne  Stale  of  New  York. 

Mr.  TRAFTON.  But  the  gentleman  made 
the  broad  statement  that  he  represents  the  Amer- 
ican party  at  the  North;  and  having  ^one  over 
his  ground  and  stated  the  particular  points  of  his 
creed,  I  wish  to  call  his  particular  attention  to  all 
the  points  held  by  the  American  party  at  the 
North,  or  I  wish  tne  gentleman  to  retract  what 
he  has  said. 
Mr.  WHITNEY.  Goon. 
Mr.  TRAFTON.  Well,  I  hold  in  mv  hand 
the  platform  of  the  American  party  of  Massa- 
chusetts. He  has  gone  over,  in  part,  the  first 
sections  of  that  platform. 

Mr.  WHITNEY.  I  would  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  whether  the  platform  he  proposes  to 
read  is  the  platform  of  the  bolters  of  Massachu- 
setts, or  of  the  legitimate  American  party  ? 

Mr.  TRAFTON.  Such  questions  are  rather 
difficult  to  be  answered,  for  the  simple  reason 
that  gentlemen  find  it  rather  difficult  here  not  only 
to  define  the  position  of  others,  but  to  define  their 
own  positions. 

What  I  said  is,  I  hold  in  my  hand  the  platform 
of  Massachusetts,  and  Massachusetts  is  a  part 
of  the  North.  Now,  I  want  the  gentleman  either 
to  withdraw  the  remarks  he  made,  that  he  stands 
here  a  Representative  of  the  American  party  at 
the  North,  or  I  want  him  to  permit  me  to  read 
the  whole  of  that  platform.  '     . 

Mr.  WHITNEY.  It  is  impossible  ftsr  me  to 
retract  one  word  of  what  I  have  said  until  the 
gentleman  reads  that  platform.  But  I  wish  to 
ask  him  whether  it  is  the  platform  of  the  party 
that  elected  Governor  Garaincr  the  second  time, 
or  of  thejiarty  that  supported  Mr.  Rockwe#? 

Mr.  TRAFTON.  It  is  the  phitform  of  the 
American  party  of  Massachusetts,  of  Connecti- 
cut, of  New  Hampshire,  of  Maine,  and  I  know 
not  of  how  many  other  States;  but  all  those 
States  arc  at  the  North.  With  the  gentleman's 
permission,  I  will  read  it. 

Mr.  WHITNEY.    I  shomld  be  pleased  to  hear 
it,  so  that  I  may  know  what  the  platform  of  the 
American  party  of  those  States  is. 
Mr.  TRAFTON.    I  will  read  it,  then: 

«  Whereas  tho  juyrenive  policy  which  has-  been  oni- 
fonnly  pUrsued  by  the  slave  power,  from  the  comiochce- 
meni  of  our  aatiooal  extet^ncc  down  to  the  abfOgstkm  oc 
taa  Mftssuri  mmriirtj  rrinrr^'-  detsnnlneilmi  t6  *  oMsk 


leM. 


THE  CONeRESSIONAL  GLOIffi. 


«!'  the  •piril  u  mil  u  Hit  /rrmi  oT  liberty  fnlm 


At  this  point  the  icidine  was  intemipted  by — 

Mr.  WHITNEY,  who  siid:   I   think  il   w 

hBrdij'  necesouy  ftir  the  gcndeman  to  finish 

mldiBg  ibe  platfoiin.   [Griea  of  "Oo  on!"  "Qo 


forlheNorth,  Iw 

„ ;.     [Laughtar.] 

The  balance  oftlie  plsllbrca  is  akort,  and  I  read 


in  its  Igtatoiin  •od  judiciaiy  •banld  Ih  itUmimJ  bi< 

'■*.  Tbsi  the  *TMt  banter  lo  ilavpiy,  mihlHsly  broken 
hy  Ibe  repeal  iif  the  Hwnurl  pfoblbitinn,  night  n  be 
Bcvitilyremiied;  uidilBi  Id  uiyeveni,  no  Blue  eieqied 
mta  uy  part  oT  Uii^  ttcritoiy  DDT«fed  by  Uiat  conprontba 

"S.  That  Uw  rJsbB  of  actual  BetllcnlnlhtTirrilonw 
•D  iheftee  ud  unil[~iurlied  eicrclH  oT  Ihelr  elertlve  TrBii- 
eliue,  (naird  ta  ihen  tqr  the  Im  muln  wliish  Uier  an 
orginiieil,  ihaiild  bo  promiilly  pralecieil  by  Uu  national 

"  AaslK^,  That  UiE  p      ' 
AdoUnMniinn  ■•  noe  oT  o| 

pnnc^plM  we  piofcaa  ;  in. 

cii(eacm  of  the  limoa  detuvuu  ^muui  iiidu  »uvu^-i^-v;  ■■■ 
them  pnnctplei  should  be  imllod  in  tiii-a  political  nriion  i 
■nd  we  wUt  ehcrrfally  coopciaic  ffUh  all  Ihe  opponenu  or 

I  have  now,  Mr.  Cleric,  read  the  text,  and 
when  the  gpntlpman  [Mr.  Wiiitset]  shall  have 
proaehcd  his  sermon,  I  may  perhaps  add  a  word 
of  oxhonalion.    [Laughlcr,  and  a  voice,  "You 


■'1. 
HITXE' 


,  precisely  e 
las  opened. 


binder  the  banner  of  the  American  party.  As 
Mated,  air,  the  measures  which  I  have  mentioned, 
ironslitule  the  principal  in^dienls  of  the  Amer- 
ican plalfonn  in  ila  intrinsie  character.  Qui,  sir, 
afur  the  organizalion  or  that  party,  the  apptc  of 
discord  voa  oeoin  thrown  upon  the  couatry  by 
the  reposl  of  uie  Miaaoari  compromise;  an  act 
deprecated  by  the  whole  North,  and  unrequired 
by  tlie  wliole  South.  I  ns^rt  it  here  ns  my 
■olemn  conriclion,  that  Uie  people  of  the  South 
DO  more ilf  sired  thai  vtolatton  of  public  fnith  than 
the  poopie  of  the  North.  It  was  farced  upon  the 
South.  It  waa  isdireetly  (breed  on  the  better 
judgment  of  the  South;  and  ita  resulis  have  been 
the   Toagilation  of  this  sul^ject  throughout  the 

Well,  sir,  to 
T»»iton)  poai 

that  (JBic  assumed  nn  attitude  of  iiDportani:e,  en- 
peeifltly  in  (he  northern  and  eastern  Slates;  and 
I  lake  it  upon  me  to  say,  that  even  in  Massa- 
chusetts, up  to  that  time,  no  such  ingredient  as 
rre«4ai]iam  was  found  upon  its  recOTd.  Sir,  I 
hod  the  pleasure  of  being  present  at  a   feeiiTal 

fiven  in  MasaachuEcita,  at  which  the  genlleman 
Mr.  TnirraH]  was  also  pcesent.  It  was  a  fea- 
lival  in  commemnraiion  of  the  success  of  Ameri- 
can principli-a  in  that  Stniuin  the  fall  of  1854. 

Mr.  TRAFTON.  Will  the  gentleman  allow 
tat  to  ask  him  one  olhor  rMtniais  i 

Mr.  WHITNEV.    I  wilUlkiwthegenHrmar 

to  oak  me  forty  questions  if  Kc  vfitl  allow  mc  to 

answer  him  Vankee-faaliion,  by  asking,  another. 

Mr.   TRAFTON.     I   have  doI  tlie  slighteat 

Mr.  VTHITNEr.  But  this  is  not  Ihe  time  for 
interruption. 


Mr. TRAFTON.  The  gentleman  hasdragged 
lite  into  a  festival,  and  is  making  a  false  impres- 
sion thereby.  I  wish  to  ask  the  gentleman  if  he 
will  say  before  the  House,  and  before  this  audi- 
ence, whether  1,  in  the  remarks  which  1  had  (he 
honor  to  offer  hefore  that  festival,  did  not  heartily 
enforce  and  defend  Ihc  same  anti-slavery  scnli- 
ments  which  I  have  read  from  this  paper,  and 
whether  my  remarks  were  not  received  every- 
where throughout  the  Hall  with  applause  } 

Mr.  WHITNEY.  1  will  answer  the  genlle- 
man  candidly.  My  recoUeciion  is  distinct.  The 
gentleman  made  a  very  eloquent  and  patriotic 
American  address. 

Mr.  TRAFTON.     I  did  not  ask  about  that. 

Mr.  WHITNEY.  His  address  was  entirely 
separate  and  dialinct  from  the  question  of  slavery. 
But,  sir,  I  do  not  hosilate  to  say  that  he  declared — 
and  1  will  do  bim  the  justice  to  repeat  it— that 
if  the  truncheon  of  slavery  should  be  raised  against 
him  in  Congress,  he  was  not  the  man  to  dee  from 
iL  The  House  wiUporcoiTeihat  at  that  hour, in 
the  Slate  of  Massachusetts,  the  American  parly, 
thtougi)  its  orators,  its  leaders,  carefully  main- 
tained that  line  of  diatinction  between  the  doc- 
trines of  the  party  and  the  free-soil  issues.  But, 
sir,  the  American  party  gained  power  and  force. 
The  Free-Soil  elenienta  were  rearoused  by  the 
opening  upof  tiie  Nebraska  question;  %aA  llie 
American  party,  being  llie  party  in  power,  and 
carrying  with  it  the  popular  vote,  was  seized 
upon  OS  a  medium  of  auc«ess  by  ihoae  who  fa- 
vored the  abolition  sentimenis— hy  those  who 
were  opposed  to  the  progress  of  slavery.  These 
threw  inemselvea  into  its  muke,  poisoned  the 
channels  of  its  influence,  and  under  ils  banners 
carried  elections  to  Congress  and  elsewhere. 

But,  air,  that  course  was  soon  discovered.  In 
my  native  State— in  llie  State  which  I  have  the 
honor  in  part  to  represent— that  gome  wos  played. 
But  with  what  effeel?  A  temporary  effect.  At 
the  last  election  in  our  State  the  Americans, 
liaving  parged  their  party  of  its  flre-soil  interest 
and  ioBucikce,  set  forth  in  the  campaign  on  their 
own  bottom,  and  triumphantly  elected  their  State 
ticket  and  most  of  their  county  tickets.  In  the 
city  which  I  represent  the  papers  have  given  me, 
aud  tile  world,  lo  undersLand  ^at  the  American 
party  are  Prec-Suilers.  In  rcf^  I  will  but  call  to 
miuu  the  results  of  the  laat  election  in  November, 
where  Mr.  King,  the  Frec^Suil, Fusion, Black  Re- 
publican candi&lc  for  Secretary  of  Slate,  received 
some. six  lliousood  odd  votes,  and  Mr.  Headley, 
the  American  candidate,  twenty-six  thousand 
odd.  [Applause.]  Four  voles  to  one.  And  yet, 
sir,  I  am  told  by  aomc  of  these  papers  from  a 
part  of  my  district  that  I  am  not  representing 
the  sentiments  of  my  conalituenta.  I  know 
bettor.  Not  only  am  I  roproaonting  the  acnti- 
menta  of  my  immediate  constituents,  but  I  am 
representing  tlie  sentimenla  of  the  masses  of  the 
Horlh;  fori  assert  here,  sir,  that  the  heart  of 
llie  Nordi  is  nalianal,  whatever  yourdemagogucs 
and  your  papers  may  say  lo  the  contrary,  {hp- 
phtuse  in  the  gaUerics.l  I  will  continue  this  dis- 
cuasion  only  lo  refer  briefly  to  the  gentleman's 
[Mr.  TiurTONl  statement.  On  this  very  plat- 
form which  be  has  rsad  to  tlie  House,  and  which 
was  called  the  Aaierican  platform,  tlie  party  in 
Massachuscltaniadoilsnominalions.  TheAmer- 
icana  proper  repudiated  bolli  the  platform  and 

immediaicly  called ,  and  n  seuond  convention  nom- 
inated a  second  candidate.  And  there,  sir,  in 
Mosaaebuseiu,  even  in  the  district  which  the 
ble  geulemi 
told  us  wa 
the  United  States- 
Mr.  BANKa,  (in  his  seat.)  I  i 
aboliliont  1  said  fn«3-sail. 


the  Unittd  Sioioi,  the  candidate  of  the  second 
convention  received  a  triumphant  majority. 

Iijr.  SMITH,  of  TcnnesBi*.  Before  the  gen  tin- 
man takes  biB  seat,  I  doaira  lo  ask  him  aquea- 

"mt.-WHITNEY.  «!  will  hear  the  gentleman's 

Jucetion.  I  luive  conrtudod  what  I  had  to  Bay. 
Cries  of  "Call  the  roll!") 
Mr.SMITH.  lunderHlandthcgentlcmanfrom 
New  York  to  beamomber  of  the  National  Amer- 
ican party.  Now,  I  desire  lo  know — I  ask  for 
infurmaiton,  aud  1  hope  he  will  give  me  a  direct 


answer — whether  he  and  tlie  members  of  the 
party  in  this  House  witli  whom  he  acts,  would 
vote  for  the  admission  of  Kansas  into  the  Union, 
with  a  constitution  recognizing  (he  institution  of 

'Mr?  WHITNEY.  My  position  upon  that 
subject  is  simply  and  plainly  this:  Whenever 
a  Territory  preaenls  here  a  constitation  (hat  em- 
braces republican  instil uiions,  J  shall  not  auip  to 
inquire  whether  it  contains  a  clause  esEabliahinv 
slavery  or  not.  [Applause.]  The  Constitution 
of  my  country  is  my  guide  in  that  matter.  I 
occupy  the  position  tliat  the  sovereignty  of  the 
people  of  the  Stales  should  ho  maiotajncd. 
Mr.  CUMBACK.    Will  the  geotlemau  allow 

Mr.  WHITNEY.'  Twill. 

Mr  CUMBACK.  1  wish  toaik  thegsntls- 
man  if  the  Slate  Council  of  bis  own  State,  oalled 
in  reference  to  the  Philadelphia  CDnvemiDn,  did 
not  in  positive  terms,  deprecate  the  repeal  of  iho 
Missouri  compromLse,  and  declare  tliat  slavery 
should  have  no  advantage  in  consequence  of  tha 
tiassoge  of  that  act? 

Mr.  WmXNEY.    I  am  myself  opposed  to 

Mr,  CUMBACK.  The  gBntlemon  does  not 
fiilly  answer  my  question.  I  ask'him  again 
whether  the  State  Council  of  New  York,  herd  at 
Binghamton,  of  which,  if  I  niistake  not,  the  gen- 
tleman himself  was  a  member,  did  not  pass  res* 
olutions,  not  only  deprecating  the  paasaso  of  tha 
KonsoB  and  N^braata  bill,  but  declaring  tliat 
slavery  should  have  no  advanlagc  in  conaequenoo 
of  the  uoHsase  of  tbol  bill? 

Mr.  WHITNEY.  The  council  to  which  tlm 
gcnllcmim  referred  did  pass  resolulions  to  the 
cfiect  that  the  passage  of  tlie  Kansas  and  Nebns- 
ka  bill  was  a  violation  of  the  public  faith,  and 
that  slavery  ei^l  to  receive  no  advamoge  there> 

Mr.  CUMBACK.  Now  let  me  stk  ihc  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  how  be  slaada  upon  ibat 

^  Mr.'wHITNEY.    Mr.  Clerk,  I  now  offer  my 
resolution,  and  I  can  only  say  that  if  il  is  adopt* 
ed,  I  have  oo  doubt  it  will  result  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  House,  by  the  election  of  a  Speaker. 
I  offer  the  following: 
RiiaWci,  Thailu  eaie  no  SpnJier  li  cbMeaon  ar  bo- 
Mr.  CUMBACK.    Will   not  ihc  gentleman 
answer  mv  queation.     [Cries  of  "Vote,  vote!"] 
Mr.  MACt%.    I  move  to  lay  the  resolution  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  hope  the  gen- 
tleman will  withdraw  the  motion  to  lay  upon  tlie 
table,  and  let  us  see  who  e;^  in  favor  of  electmg 
a  Speaker  by  ballot. 

Mr.  MACE.  No,  sir.  I  do  not  withdraw 
the  motion. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  the  motion. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Mice's 
motion,  and  it  was  decided  in  tJie  affinnaiivs — 
vena  SI3.  nuva  7:  ai  foltnwat  ( 
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dajr?    The  gentlenwn  fVom  Vir^iria  seems  to  be 
doing  so. 

Mr.  McMtJLLIN.  I  have  yielded  the  floor 
once  or  twice  for  explanation. 

Mr.  WALBRIDGE.  Wdl,  I  want  to  know 
whether  it  is  parliamentary  to  do  so  ?  Will  the 
gen^cman  from  Virginia  answer  me  ? 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  call  the  gentleman  from 
Michigan  [Mr.  Walbridge]  to  order.  The  gen- 
tleman Ifirom  Tennessee  [Mr.  Waiorfr]  has  the 
floor. 

Mr.  WAI^BRIEKj^E.  Well,  I  wish  to  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  a  question.  [CricB  of 
^*  Order  !»*  "  Call  the  roll?"] 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  firom  Tennessee 
has  the  floor,  and  the  gentleman  from  Michigan 
desires  to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  a 
question. 

Mr.  WALBRIDGE.  My  question  i»,  whether 
it  is  )>arliamentary  for  one  gentleman  to  get  the 
floor  in  the  morning,  and  fSrra  it  out  all  day  to 
his  friends? 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  A  gentleman  who  carries 
0uch  a  looking  head  as  that  upon  his  shoulders 
ouffht  not  to  ask  such  a  question.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  1  do  not  rise  for  the  purpose 
of  making  a  personal  explanation.  I  have  none 
to  make.  But  it  is  for  another  and  entirely  dif- 
ferent purpose.  My  colleagtie  [Mr.  ZoLLrcoF- 
fer]  is  a  gentleman  of  the  highest  respectability 
and  of  undoubted  patriotism.  I  would  not  say  a 
word  to  injure  his  feelings,  or  the  feelings' of  any 
gentleman  upon  this  floor,  I  care  not  from  what 
section  of  the  Union  he  comes,  or  what  the  prin- 
ciples he  professes.  I  think  it  must  be  clear  to 
every  one,  that  gentlemen  who  belong  to  the  so- 
called  American  party  here  are  standing  out — I 
will  not  say  factiously — ^upon  what  they  consider 
to  be  an  insult  offered  to  them  by  the  caucus  of 
th6  Democratic  party.  That  point  has  been  so 
fully  explained  oy  my  honortiblc  friend  from 
Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Jokes,]  that  I  deem  it  un- 
necessary to  say  a  word  with  re^rd  to  it.  The 
American  party  upon  this  floor,  m  persisting  to 
vote  for  Mr.  Fuller — who^  I  re^d  as  a  sound 
national  man,  on  the  ground  of  his  remarks  yes- 
terday, and  for  whom  I  entertain  the  his^nest 
respectr^are  making  the  principle  of  a  nmple 
change  of  the  naturalization  laws  paramount  to 
any  other  issue  before  the  country;  for  that  is 
all  this  House  can  eflect.  They  deny  most  une- 
quivocally, that  they  are  the  enemies  of  civil  and 
religious  liberty.  All  they  can  accomplish  is  to 
extend  the  period  of  the  naturalization  laws;  and 
this  question  they  make  paramount  to  the  ques- 
tion which  is  agitating  the  country  from  one  ex- 
treme to  tfie  other;  and  that,  too,  at  a  time  when 
one  hundred  and  six  honorable  gentlemen  havie 
arrayed  themselves  here  in  solid  phalanx  against 
what  we  conceive  to  be  the  constitutional  rights 
of  the  citizens  of  the  southern  States. 

I  came  here  not  as  a  southern  man,  but  for  the 
pui^se  of  cooperating  with  every  man  of  every 
section  to  maintain  the  Constitution  of  our  coun- 
try, and  to  guard  the  rights  of  every  State.  I 
have  the  honor  to  represent,  in  part,  a  State 
which  in  all  time  has  shown  herself  to  be  emi- 
nently national  and  conservative  on  all  questions, 
and  1  represent  a  constituency  who  are  not  to  be 
intimidated  by  the  threats  of  honorable  gentle- 
men, but  who  **  know  their  rights,  and  knowing, 
will  dare  maintain  them. "  I  am  not  one  of  those 
who  believe  that  this  Union,  haltowed  by  so  many 
glorious  recollection^,  and  cemented  by  the  blood 
of  the  fathers  of  the  Revolution,  will  be  dis- 
solved; but  I  would  warn  gentlemen  that  there  is 
a  point  beyond  which  endurance  might  cease  to 
be  a  virtue.  Gentlemen  may  say  what  they 
please  with  regard  to  these  questions,  but  I  am 
one  of  those  who  entertain  an  abiding  faith  in  the 
good  sense,  the  justice,  and  the  patnotism  of  the 

rople  of  the  northern  States  of  this  Union;  and 
believe,  before  Heaven,  that  a  fair  expression 
of  public  opinion  from  that  section  of  our  coun- 
try would  hurl  from  power  and  from  place  that 
band  of  Representatives  who  come  here  enter- 
taining opinions,  as  heralded  forth  by  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Giddikgs,]  to- 
tally at  war  with  the  Coasttttition.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  the  second  sober  thought  of  the  North 
will  aflirm  the  action  of  many  of  their  Repre- 
sentatives upon  this  floor.  1  believe  they  will 
rally  to  the  support  of  the  ConstiCtttion  and 
of  tke  Unioii;  AAd  that  tli«y  w^H  mutiUii  every 


principle  contained  in  the  resolution  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic caucus. 

Then,  sir,  here  is  the  point  I  wished  to  make: 
that  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Zollicoffer,]  and  those 
who  are  acting  with  him,  approving,  as  he  says 
he  does,  that  part  of  the  resolution  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic caucus  ih  relation  to  the  Kansas  and  Ne- 
braska act,  is  making  the  insignificant  question 
(comparatively)  of  a  change  of  the  naturalization 
laws  paramount  to  the  great  question  of  the 
rights  and  independence  of  the  southern  Slates 
on  the  question  of  slavery.  I  therefore  call  upon 
him,  and  those  honorable  gentlemen  who  cooper- 
ate with  him,  to  drop,  for  a  time,  his  sentiments 
— honest  ones,  I  have  no  doubt — on  this  question 
of  minor  importance,  and  rally  to  the  banner  of  the 
Democratic  party  on  this  floor,  whose  opinions 
on  the  one  great  question  he  has  announced  him- 
self to  favor.  Let  us  organize  this  House,  and 
do  the  business  our  constituents  sent  us  hei*e  to 
do;  and  then  he  can  fkll  back  on  his  advocacy  of 
a  change  of  the  naturalization  laws,  and  relieve 
himself  from  the  position  which,  I  honestly 
think,  he  now  occupies  of  preventing  an  organ- 
ization. These  remarks,  Mr.  Clerk,  I  submit  in 
the  kindest  spirit,  and  I  hope  they  will  be  so  re- 
ceived by  my  honorable  colleague  and  by  all 
other  gentlemen  on  this  floor. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  again  assure  the  House 
that  I  anxiously  desire  to  see  it  organized.  But 
yet  the  issue  nas  been  made  by  men  of  the 
North,  and  we  are  ready  to  meet  that  issue  as 
becomes  men.  If  the  people  ot  the  North  pro- 
pose to  indorse  the  sentiments  of  their  Repre- 
sentatives here,  let  us  know  it.  Let  us  know  the 
worst,  and  provide  for  it.  It  has  been  alleged 
against  us  in  this  part  of  the  House  that  in  cau- 
cus we  passed  a  resolution  pledging  resistance  to 
those  WTib  are  in  opposition  to  the  JCansas-Ne- 
braska  bill  and  to  the  Administration.  Sir,  this 
is  no  time  for  me,  or  for  any  other  gentleman 
here,  to  enter  into  the  defense  of  the  Adminis- 
traftion.  But,  sir,  when  this  House  shall  have 
been  organized — and  organized  I  hope  it  will 
be — I  shall  be  one  of  the  first  and  most  forward 
in  doing  justice  to  the  present  Administration.  I 
do  not  want  to  be  understood  here  as  conveying 
the  idea  that  the  Administration  is  without  its 
faults.  But,  sir,  the  Administration  has  proved 
to  me  that  it  is  at  least  true  to  the  South  on  the 
constitutional  question,  or  the  question  of  ques- 
tions' which  is  now  overiying  and  absorbing  all 
other  questions.  The  Auministration  has  Been 
true  and  ikithful  to  the  constitutional  rights  of 
the  South  on  the  slavery  question.  So  far  as  the 
Administration  is  concerned,  it  has  demeaned 
itself  as  becomes  a  patriotic  one,  having  due  re- 
gard to  all  portions  of  the  Confederacy;  and  at 
a  proper  time,  sir,  I  will  say  what  I  think  of  it. 
Gentlemen  may  talk  of  it  as  they  please,  but  I 
repeat,  that  at  a  proper  time  I  snail  defend  the 
Administration  with  alt  my  ability  on  all  those 
questions  on  which  I  think  it  is  deserving  of 
support. 

But,  Mt.  Clerk,  I  have  been  mortified — not  only 
mortified  but  surprised,  at  the  position  taken  here 
by  some  of  my  southern  friends.  My  brethren 
of  the  South  will  pardon  me  for  what  I  say. 
There  are  good  men,  true,  patriotic,  Christian- 
hearted  men  from  the  South,  in  this  House, 
with  whom  I  rcspectftilly  differ.  I  allude  to 
those  southern  gentlemen  who  belong  to  the 
American  party  as  they  call  it.  Sir,  I  am  not  the 
man  to  oppose  that  portion  of  my  friends  of  the 
South  on  account  of  their  attachment  to  that  party. 
1  know  that  many  of  my  fellow-citizens  at  the 
South  who  went  into  that  organization  are  just 
as  good  and  patriotic  men  as  tliere  are  in  this 
country;  but  I  do  say,  sir,  that  they  have  been 
deceived,  misled,  and  imposed  upon  as  to  the 
doctrines  which  they  have  advocated  both  before 
the  people  and  in  this  House  ►  A  portion  of  their 
doctrines  I  myself  am  prepared  to  indorse,  and  so 
are,  I  am  sure,  the  whole  of  my  Democratic 
friends;  but  others  of  their  doctrines  I  condemn. 
Whether  these  doctrines  enter  into  the  platform 
of  the  Know  Nothing  party  or  not  is  a  matter  of 
perfect  immateriality  to  me. 

Sir,  I  now  call  the  attention  of  the  House  and 
of  the  country  to  a  very  few  of  the  subjects  of 
difliculty  between  that  party  and  myself.  We 
have  heard  a  good  deal  said  in  this  House  and 
elsewhere  about  Americans  ruling  America. 
That  is  one  of  the  leading  dognmi  of  my  sbmhem 


Know  Nothing  friends.  Now,  sir,  I  ask  those 
gentlemen,  where  they  will  find  one  member  here 
who  is  not  in  favor  of  the  same  principle  ?  Where 
is  there  such  a  man  here  ?  Who  is  he  ?  Wln^re 
is  he  from  ?  I  take  issue  just  here  with  the  gcn« 
tlcmen.  Lei  them  tell  me  where  is  the  man  who 
will  say  tliat  any  but'  Americans  are  to  role 
America.  There  is  no  gentleman  here  haviu* 
any  such  idea. 

But,  Mr.  Clerk,  to  proceed  to  the  second  do»ma 
of  the  American  party !  They  are  opposed  to 
foreign  pauper,  convict,  and  felon  immtgratioB. 
Where,  sir,  is  the  man  in  this  House  Who  has  ad- 
vocated here  or  before  the  people  the  principle  of 
promoting  the  immigration  of  foreign  paupers, 
convicts,  or  felons  ?  There  is  no  sucn  mftn  mtt, 
I  am  as  much  opposed  to  the  immigration  of  fo^ 
eign  convicts,  patipers,  and  f^lon^,  as  any  rasfi  la 
the  country.  1  agree,  then,  with  the  America 
party  as  to  that  proposition  also. 

But,  Mr.  Clerk ^  there  is  a  third  doem&  of  thii 
party  with  which  I  do  not  ajgree.  'Hiat  do^t 
IB  opposition  to  Catholicism.  Now,  8ir»  I  di^ 
in  my  religious  ideas  from  the  tenets  of  theCatkh 
olic  cnurch  as  widely  as  the  poles  ar6  asunder,  hut  • 
I  have  ever  been,  and  ever  will  be,  an  advbcolc  of 
the  doctrine  of  religious  freedom.  I  am  in  favor 
of  extending  to  every  man  the  liberty  of  wonhi|»- 
in^  God  according  to  the  dictates  of  kis  cos- 
science. 

A  Voic*.    So  are  we* 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  But,Mr.Clerk,myfrieadf 
from  the  South  will  pardon  me  for  saymg  just 
here,  that  I  cannot  agree  to  their  proscripttve  con- 
stitution! Look  at  their  constitution!  They 
talk  about  the  Democratic  platform  laid  down  is 
the  caucus.  They  have  objected  to  that  plat- 
form, and  say  that  it  is  owing  to  it  that  the  Hour 
is  unable  to  organize.  They  say  that  the  camat 
of  our  non-organization  is,  that  we  have  I^d 
down  a  platform  which  has  reared  up  a  vnU  ci 
fire  between  them  and  us.  But,  Mr.  Clerk,  I  ask 
the  attention  of  this  House  to  this  important  fact: 
what  matters  it  to  the  country  as  to  who  presides 
over  this  House,  if  our  southern  brethren  only 
come  with  us,  and  help  to  defeat  the  election  td 
the  speakerehip  of  an  Abolitionist,  and'  lielp  1o 
elect  a  Speaker  who  will  be  true  to  the  requirt- 
ments  of  the  Constitution,  and  to  the  rights  of 
every  section  of  the  Union?  Why  should  they, 
by  their  action,  throw  the  House  practically  into 
the  hands  of  the  Abolitionists? 

I  have  designed,  in  submitting  these  remarks 
to  my  brethren  of  the  American  party  Souths  to 
call  their  attention,  and  that  of  the  country  gMi- 
Orally,  to  the  constitution  under  which  that  par^ 
exists,  and  to  the  issues  therein  laid  down.  Ode* 
trines  have  been  tliere  laid  down  which'  slkOidil 
never  ]<revail  in  this  or  any  other  country;  ani 
they  must  pardon  me  for  my  humble  objection 
to  their  constitution,  as  I  deem  it  utterly  incom- 
patible with,  and  opposed  to  the  principles  of  this 
republican  Government  of  ours. 

Mr.  COX.  Will  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
allow  me  to  interrupt  him  for  the  purpose  of 
asking  him  a  question  ? 

Mr.  McMULLIN  yielded. 

Mr.  COX.  I  desire  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  McMullik]  to  state  the  particular 
Srinciples  of  the  American  platform  which  he 
eems  inconsistent  with  republican  liberty,  and 
hostile  to  the  institutions  of  the  country.  I  desirt 
him  to  state  them  specifically  and  in  aetail. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  wiU  do  so,  sir,  with 
great  pleasure,  if  the  House  is  disposed  jui^  noW 
to  hear  me.  [Cries  of  **  No,  no !  "and  "  Uo  on  I "] 
I  am  admomshcd,  Mr.  Clerk,  by  my  friends 
around  me  not  to  do  so  now,  [laughter,]  and  I 
am  disposed  to  accommodate  them. 

Mr.  COX.  Well ,  I  will  withdraw  the  question 
for  the  present. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  will  inform  my  worthy 
friend  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Cox,]  that  at  a 
proper  time  hereafter  I  will  with  great  pleasure 
answer  his  question.  I  will  do  so  wnen  the 
House  is  organized.  I  will  show  him  that  my 
objections  to  part  of  the  Know  Nothing  constitu- 
tion eu*e  of  an  insuperable  character,  and  I  think 
I  will  induce  the  gentleman  himself  to  think  that 
they  are. 

Mr.  COX.  If  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  McMullin]  is  not  willing  to  answer  my 
question  noW — and  I  know  his  reasons;  they  are 
sMlsfketory  to  me,  and  are,  doubtlew,  proper 
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L.etcber.  Lumpkin,  Smmoel  8.  Marstiall,  Maxwell,  Mc- 
Iff  ullin,  McQueen,  dmitti  Miller,  Millson.  Mordecai  Olirer, 
Orr,  Packer,  Peck,  Puweli,  Quiunan,  Kuffin,  RuBt,  Son- 
didffe,  Savage,  Seward,  Shorter,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  Vvtlliaiii 
Snuth.  StephenH,  Stewart,  Taltiott,  Taylor.  Vail,  Warner, 
Watkuw,  Wells,  Wiaskiw,  and  John  V.  Wright. 

F&rMr.  FvUer—Mtmn.  Broom,  John  P.  Campbell,  Car- 
liJe,  Cox.  CuUen,  Henor  Winter  Davis,  Etheridge,  EoMtis, 
£vaiis,  Foster,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Haven,  Hoffman,  Ken- 
nett.  Lake,  Lindley,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Millward,  Paine, 
Porter,  Puryear,  Reade,  Ueady,  Ricaud,  Rivera,  William 
R.  Smith,  Sneed,  S wope,  Trippe,  Underwood,  Valk,  Walk- 
er, Whitney,  and  ZoUicoffer. 

For  Mr.  X.eiter— Meisra.  Dunn  and  Moore. 

For  Mr.  Petminston — McAsrs.  Harrison  and  Scott 

Far  Mr.  Orr — Mr.  Williams. 

For  Mr.  PFO/toms— Mr.  Wheeler. 

Fin  Mr.  Campbetl—Mr.  Edie. 

For  Mr.  Mankall—Wr.  Richardson. 

Fi9r  Mr.  Foster—Mr.  Henry  M.  Fuller. 

Pending  the  call  of  the  roll — 

Mr.  'WALKER  said:  Before  I  cast  my  vote,  I 
desire  to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
(Mr.  Fuller]  the  question  which  was  pro- 
pounded to  him  by  the  gentleman  on  the  opposite 
Bide  of  the  House,  from  the  State  of  New  York, 
{Mr.  Sage.]  The  question  is  this:  whether  he 
"would  vote  for  the  repeal  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska 
act?  or,  to  use  the  language  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  would  he  vote  for  the  restoration  of 
the  Missouri  compromise,  with  the  restriction 
as  to' the  line,  or  not,  if  that  question  were  intro- 
duced.^  

Mr.  FULLER,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  stated  that 
if  I  had  been  a  member  of  the  last  Congress,  I 
ahould  have  voted  against  the  territorial  legisla- 
tion of  Uiat  Congress.  But  I  am  willing  now  to 
resist  agitation,  and  abide  by  the  laws  as  they 
are;  and,  resisting  agitation,  I  shall  vote  against 
it.  And  now,  Mr.  Clerk,  and  fellow-citizens,  I 
have  one  word  more  to  say.  I  have  been  charged 
with  being  an  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  organ- 
ization of  this  body.  My  position,  humble  as  it 
is,  has  been  magnified  into  this  importance.  I 
never  desired,  and  have  not  expected ,  an  election. 
I  have  neither  asked  for,  nor  declined  it.  I  have 
given  no  pledges  to  obtain  it.  Qrateful,  indeed,  I 
am  for  the  expressions  of  confidence  and  of  kind- 
ness which  I  have  received;  but  I  should  be  vastly 
more  pleased  if  the  suffrages  which  have  been 
given  to  me  should  be  cast  for  an  abler  and  a 
worthier  man. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  beg  leave  to  make  this 
remark  before  I  cast  my  vote.  I  feel  it  is  due  to 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  to  state  that 
my  question  was  not  the  result  of  any  distrust 
-which  1  felt  as  to  that  gentleman 's  posiuon.  But 
I  heard  the  names  of  jgentlemcn  who  had  been 
voting  with  me  for  him  casting  their  suffrages 
for  difierent  members  of  this  House,  upon  the 
failure,  I  presume,  as  they  conceive,  of  my  friend 
from  Pennsylvania  to  answer  the  question  cate- 
gorically propounded  to  him  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Sage.]  When!  saw  that 
manifestation  of  distrust,  I  felt  called  upon  to  put 
the  question  directly  to  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, and  learn  whether  or  not  the  uneasiness 
of  these  friends  of  mine  had  or  had  not  any  just 
ground  to  rest  upon.  I  am  now  content  to  vote 
as  I  have  voted  heretofore.  I  cast  my  vote  cheer- 
fuJly,  and  in  so  doing  feel  an  honest  conviction 
that  I  am  stuffidin?  by  the  best  interests  of  the 
Constitution  and  the  laws  of  the  land.  I  there- 
fore cast  my  vote  for  Mr.  BVller.    [Applause.] 

Mr.  READY  here  addressed  the  Clerk. 

The.  CLERK.  The  Clerk  bees  leave  to  sug- 
gest to  the  members,  that  the  House  is  in  the 
process  of  voting,  and  that  they  had  better  defer 
their  renuirka  until  the  result  of  the  vote  is  an- 
noQDced. 

Mr.  READY.  I  desire  simply  to  say  one 
■word  to  the  House.  I  have  been  casting  my  vote 
for  nearly  two  weeks  for  HenrtM.  Fuller.  I 
have  done  so  under  an  assurance  that  he  occupied 
a  position  which  I  could  fully  approve  in  reference 
to  the  question  which  so  much  oividcs  the  country, 
and  its  Representatives  upon  this  floor.  When 
he  was  interrogated  to-day  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Sace,]  as  to  whether  or 
not  he  would  vote  to  restore  the  Missouri  restric- 
tion, I  understood  him  to  evade  a  direct  answer 
to  the  question.  Under  thatirapression  and  belief, 
when  my  name  was  called,  I  cast  my  vote  for  an- 
other gentleman.  In  answer  to  the  interrogatory, 
since  propounded  to  him  by  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama,  [Mr.  Walker,]  1  unoerstand  him  to 
answer  distinctly  that  he, would  vote  against  the 
rmtoration  of  the  Biissottri  restriction.    I  there- 


fore ask  to  change  my  vote  to  Mr.  Fuller,  of 
Pennsylvania.     [Cheers  from  the  gallery.] 

Mr.  LAKE,  i  desire  to  say  to  the  House  that, 
in  casting  my  vote  upon  this  call  of  the  roll,  I  did 
not  give  my  vote  to  the  individual  for  whom  I 
have  voted  for  several  days  prior  to  this  time.  I 
have  been  in  the  habit,  recently,  of  voting  for  Mr. 
Fuller,  of  Pennsylvania,  of  whose  consistency 
and  conformity  to  the  Philadelphia  platform  I  be- 
lieved I  had  abundant  evidence,  and  therefore  cast 
my  vote  with  cheerfulness;  but  to-day,  owing  to 
that  gentleman  not  answering  the  interrogatory 
which  was  propounded  to  him  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Sage,]  I  thought  there 
might  be  some  doubts  as  to  the  correctness  of  the 
evidence  exhibited  to  me.  I  feel  a  reluctance  and 
an  unwillingness  to  vote  for  a  man  who  is  not 
willing  to  express  his  views  upon  important  mat- 
ters in  issue;  therefore  I  dia  not  vote  for  Mr. 
Fuller.  But  I  beg  leave  to  say  to  the  House, 
that  I  am  now  perfectly  satisfied  that  he  is  con- 
sistent and  correct  upon  this  question,  and  I 
therefore  ask  to  change  my  vote,  and  to  cast  it 
for  Mr.  Fuller,  of  Pennsylvania.  [Applause 
from  the  galleries.] 

Mr.  RIVERS  changed  his  vote  to  Mr.  Fuller. 

Mr.  BALL.  I  wish,  before  recording  my  vote, 
to  say  a  few  words  in  explanation  of  the  votes 
I  have  heretofore  given.  After  the  withdrawal 
of  my  colleague  [Mr.  Campbell]  as  a  candidate 
for  the  Speakership,  there  being  a  wide  difference 
in  the  political  sentiments  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Banks]  and  myself  upon 
almost  all  matters  of  domestic  policy,  I  cast  my 
vote  for  some  days  for  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr.  FuLLERjl  upon  the  assurance  of 
a  colleague  of  his  that  ne  was  right — according 
to  my  understanding  of  what  is  nght — upon  the 
Nebraska  question.  I  did  not  question  Mr.  Ful- 
ler himself,  but  relied  upon  the  representations 
of  one  who  was  supposea  to  be  acq^uainted  with 
Mr.  Fuller's  views  upon  that  subject.  Some 
days  afterwards  I  learned  that  the  gentleman  ftt)m 
Pennsylvania  had  given  some  pledges  or  assur- 
ances to  gentlemen  from  the  South  upon  that  sub- 
ject. I  met  Mr.  Fuller,  and  asked  him  in  rela- 
tion to  the  matter.  I  was  assured  that  he  had  given 
no  pledges  or  promises  in  any  nuarter.  He  has 
given  us  the  same  assurance  to-^ay.  I  also  called 
upon  one  or  two  gentlemen  from  the  South,  ha 
whom  I  had  confidence,  and  who  would  not  de- 
ceive me — one  from  the  Missouri  delegation,  and 
one  from  the  Tennessee  delegation:  they  also 
informed  me  that  they  had  no  promises  or  pledges 
from  Mr.  Fuller.  One  of  those  gentlemen  said^ 
he  preferred  Mr.  Fuller  to  some  other  gentlemen 
from  the  North,  merely  because  there  was  no 
record  connected  with  nim  in  connection  with 
the  Kansas-Nebraska  question.  I  did  not  par- 
ticularly care  about  cramming  a  man  wUhareeord 
down  the  throats  of  the  southern  Opposition  mem- 
bers, provided  the  man  they  should  take  was  all 
right  upon  what  we  conceive  to  be  the  importaot 
issues  of  the  day.  I  voted  for  him  under  the  im- 
pression that  he  would  vote  against  the  admis- 
sion of  Kansas  with  a  slave  constitution.  Like 
him,  I  had  been  a  compromise  man,  and  favored 
the  finality  of  the  compromises  of  1850.  Like 
him,  I  came  here,  two  years  ago,  opposed  to  all 
further  agitation  of  the  slavery  question.  As  he 
said  he  should  have  done,  I  did;  I  voted  against 
the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  compromise,  and  I 
have  seen  no  cause  to  regret  the  vote.  I  would 
vote  again  the  same  way  to-morrow.  I  think, 
in  the  language  of  the  resolution  passed  by  the 
Know  Nothings  in  convention  at  Binghampton, 
which  has  been  quoted  here  to-day,  "  that  slavery 
ou^ht  not  to  receive  any  advantage  by  that  vio- 
lation of  the  pledg^ed  faith  of  the  United  States;" 
and,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  it  never  shall,  by 
any  act  or  vote  of  mine. 

I  now  ask  leave  to  record  my  vote  for  Mr. 
Banks.     [Applause  in  the  House  and  galleries.] 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Clerk,  I 
wish  merely  to  say  one  word  in  this  connection. 
I  see  a  very  strong  disposition  in  the  House  to 
get  rid  of  difficulties  in  the  way  of  organization; 
and  in  order  to  relieve  our  fViends  fVom  unneces- 
sary trouble  in  explanations,  I  will  say  to  them 
that,  if  they  give  me  time  and  call  upon  me,  I 
will  furnish  them  iJedges  and  reasons  which  will 
justify  any  man  in  declining  to  vote  for  one  of 
this  famous  Know  Nothing  party  upon  any  side 
of  any  question.    [Laughter  an4  approval.] 


Mr.  ALEXANDER  K.  MARSHALL.  I 
would  ask  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr. 
Jones]  whether  he  can  flirnish  any  pledges  or 

Promises  from  Mr.  Banks,  which  should  prevent 
is  friends  from  voting  for  him?  If  so,  I  would 
ask  the  gentleman  to  furnish  us  whh  proof  of 
those  pledges  or  promises. 

Mr.  JONES.  The  gentleman  fVom  Kentucky 
has  asked  me  a  question  and  I  will  answer  him. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Pennsylvania,  (inter- 
rupting.) I  understood  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvama  [Mr.  Jones]  to  say  that,  if  called  on, 
he  can  furnish  evidence  sufficient  to  satisfy  any 
KLnow  Nothing  why,  upon  any  side  of  any  ques- 
tion, he  should  not  vote  for  Mr.  Fuller.  [Cries 
of  **  No,  no;  he  did  not  say  so.  *']  Did  I  under- 
stand him  aright  in  thinking  he  said  so?  [Cries 
of  "No,  nor*]  That  is  the  way  his  remarks 
were  understood  on  this  side  of  the  House. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  will  state  to  the  gentleman 

The  CLERK,  (interrupting.)  The  Clerk  would 
state  to  the  House  that  the  result  of  the  ballot  is 
about  being  announced,  and  he  would  suggest 
that  gentlemen  defer  their  remarks  until  the  result 
of  the  ballot  is  announced. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  As  this  matter  is  material, 
I  would  asl^the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
[Mr.  JoNEsT^what  he  did  say  ? 

Mr.  JONES.  I  stated  that  if  I  had  time  al- 
lowed me,  and  were  called  upon,  I  could 

Mr.  STANTON,  (interrupting.)  I  insist  on 
having  the  result  of  the  vote  announced  before 
this  matter  goes  further.  [Cries  of  "  Oh,  let  him 
goon!"l 

Mr.  JONES.  I  stated  this—that  I  understood 
the  difiiculties  which  arose  here  were  as  to  the 
position  which  the  party  occupied  on  this  ques- 
tion of  slavery,  and  I  only  meant,  playfully,  to 
remark,  to  save  time  in  explanation,  that  if^any 
gentleman  wished  to  underatand  the  position  of 
the  P^^i  1  could  fbrnish  evidence  to  remove 
that  difficulty  from  the  mind  of  any  gentleman, 
and  to  prevent  him  from  voting  for  any  one  of 
them. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  1  ask  the  gentleman,  then, 
to  mention  the  party  to  which  he  has  reference. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  refer  to  what  is  called  the 
Know  Nothing  party.  I  will  explain  to  my 
friend  again  what  I  meant  by  my  remark.  I  did 
not  intend  to  go  further,  however.  My  colleamie 
[Mr.  Campbell]  arose  yesterday,  ana  said  uiat 
ne  repudiated  the  charee  of  free-soilism  or  anti- 
Nebraskaism,  but  that  he  voted  for  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Banks,] 
Because  he  was  a  good  American.  Now,  I  only 
meant  to  say  that  tlicre  are  a  number  of  gentle- 
men here  who  can  vote  for  him  not  because  he 
is  an  American,  but  because  he  is  right  on  the 
Kansas-Nebraska  question.  Now,  if  that  be  tho 
standard,  I  want  to  say  to  our  friends  on  the 
other  side,  that  all  they  have  got  to  do  is,  let  one 
portion  of  that  party  vote  for  Mr.  Banks  because 
ne  is  an  American;  let  another  poition  vote  for 
him  because  he  is  a  good  Free-Soiler;  and  let  the 
rest  of  them  vote  for  him  because  he  lives  in 
Massachusetts;  and  if  there  are  any  remaining, 
let  them  vote  for  him  because  everyhody  admits 
that  he  is  qualified  to  fill  the  station  of  Speaker. 
[Applause  and  laughter.] 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  1  understood  the  gentle- 
man [Mr.  Jones,  of  Pennsylvania,]  to  employ, 
yesterday,  terms  discriminating  between  what 
he  denominates  the  Know  Notmng  party  of  the 
North  and  the  American  party  of  the  South; 
and  I  understood  that,  when  called  upon  to  ex- 

Elain,  there  was  an  evasion  on  his  part.  To-day 
e  avows  the  sentiment  that,  if  called  upon,  and 
if  he  be  given  time,  he  will  present  evidence 
which  will  be  sufficient  to  satisfy  us  all  that  we 
should  not  vote  for  any  member  of  the  Know 
Nothing  party.  Now,  sir,  I  came  to  this  House 
a  conservative  man,  representing  a  Common- 
wealth which  has  ever  been  conservative  on  these 
vexed  questions  of  the  day.  Her  devotion  to 
this  Confederacy  has  never  yet  been  questioned; 
her  position  has  been  always  national.  Coming 
from  that  Commonwealth  prepared  to  act  in  har- 
mony and  concert  with  tne  Representatives  of 
the  several  States,  I  witness  on  this  floor  a  state 
of  things  which  is  in  violation  of  all  national  faitli. 
The  gentleman  [Mr.  Jones]  yesterday  avowed 
that  the  resolution  which  he  had  introduced  into 
the  Democratic  caucus  was  one  which  had  no 
reference  to  the  American  party;  but,  sir)  in  the 
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eonstructioa  of  tbat  resolution,  he  not  only  con- 
erratulates  his  pc^rtyi  but  he  congratulates  the 
American  people,  on  the  successes  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  in  the  recent  elections  in  the  North, 
in  the  East,  in  the  West,  and  al^o  in  the  south- 
ern States,  in  opposition  to  the  Know  Nothing 
party. 

Air.  JONES.  AHow  me  to  correct  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucjcy  in  one  particular.  He  mis- 
understood me  if  he  understood  me  to  say  that 
1  did  not  mean  the  American  party.  I  stated  dis- 
tinctly I  recognized  no  such  party;  that  I  was  ^ 
American ;  the  word  I  used  was  Know  Nothing. 
But  I  said  that  if  gentlemen  were  at  a  loss  to 
comprehend  what  was  meant  by  that,  tl;iey  might 
call  It  the  P^"^  which  they  cafied  the  American 
party.  The  Know  Nothing  party  is  some  places 
section^,  and  some  places  national,  and  I  wanted 
to  embrace  all  of  them  under  that  name. 

A^Ir.  C AMPBEXL.  Sir,  I  have  ev^r  conceived 
that,  through  courtesy,  a  party  was  entitled  to 
that  denomination  which  it  claims, and  that  when 
any  gentleman  in  a  convention  or  in  a  caucus  is 
callea  upon  to  refer  to  that  party,  he  should  char- 
acterize it  by  the  name  which  it  claims.  Sir,  J 
have  never  yet  let  fall  from  my  lips  the  allegation 
that  the  Democratic  party  was  a  Locqfoco  party; 
and  I  recognize  no  right,  in  any  gentleman,  to 
Mill  the  American  party  the  Know  Nothing  party. 
[Applause  in  the  galleries.] 

Sir,  gentlerhen  may  evade^  they  may  shj-ink 
from  th^ir  declarations  in  writing  or  in  words,  but 
this  r^soJjuUon  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, [Mr.  Jones,]  introduced  in  the  Demo- 
cratic c^uciVB,  is  an  insult  to  the  American  party. 
I  came  here  pireparc4  to  vote  for  the  distinguished 
Representative  of  South  Carolina,  {Mr.  Orb,]  if 
it  were  necessary  for  the  organization  of  the 
House,  looking  on  him  as  eminently  national  and 
AS  eminently  patriotic.  But  what  does  that  reso- 
lution do  ?  It  binds  forty  national  naen,  who  are 
representatives  of  the  American  party  on  this 
"i^oor,  in  opposition  to  any  cooperation  with  them, 
and  I  stzmd  here  prepared  to  cast  my  vote  for  any 
nation^  xiajf^  io  opposition  to  anv  sectional  fac- 
(ioni^t  from  whatever  auarter  ne  ifx^y  com^,. 
[Applause  in  the  galjery.j 

Tne  legation  has  jbcen  m^de  t^at  the  Ameri- 
can party  is  not  anatioQal  party;  and  fromwhepce 
does  it  come  ?  From  gentlemen  belonging  to  the 
Democratic  party  of  this  ]EIouse.  Tj^y  ^eU  us 
that  theirs  is  the  national  party — that  it  is  more 
national  than  ours.  And  what  evidence  is  thejre 
of  this  fact?  Have  tjbey  lieM  less  communion 
with  the  Abolitionists — witli  that  faction  which 
teaches  the  doctrine  of  political  larceny,  of  politi- 
cal infamy — than  ours  ?  Have  they  made  le^s  cap- 
ital by  pandering  to  the  prejudices  of  northern 
fanaticism  ?  Have  they  not  sought  the  votes  of 
men  who  are  false  to  their  country  ?  In  what, 
then,  consists  this  halo  of  nationality  which  they 
say  is  thrown  around  the  Democratic  party? 

Mr.  Clerk,  when  you  come  to  examine  the 
record  of  the  Democratic  party,  you  will  find  them 
as  sectional  as  any  other  party.  They  have  as 
sectional  a  platform  as  any  party  in  the  country 
ever  had.  They  have  a  national  organ  published 
in  this  city,  edited  by  a  man  formerly  occupying 
the  position  of  United  States  Senator  from  the 
State  of  Tennessee.  That  newspaper,  on  the  5th 
of  Juno,  1854,  avowed  that  the  Democratic  party 
could  never  nationalize  itself  upon  the  question 
of  slavery,  and  that  if  the  Baltimoro  National 
Convention  had  taken  that  position  upon  the 
compromisie  measures  of  1850,  conditioned ,  as  it 
was,  with  several  separate  fragments  of  which  it 
was  composed,  there  would  have  been  a  dismem- 
berment of  that  party.  Sir,  could  a  national 
organ,  representing  a  national  party,  avow  such 
a  sentiment  as  that? 

And,  sir,  the  resolutions  of  that  convention  met 
not  the  issue.  The  Whigparty,  then  boasting  of 
its  unfalterino^  fidelity  to  the  Union,  held  its  con- 
vention; but  when  the  national  men  of  tliat  con- 
vention demanded  that  resolutions  should  be 
passed  such  as  should  be  satisfactory  to  the 
South  and  to  the  North,  like  political  managers 
they  faltered;  they  did  not  meet  the  issue,  and 
what  \vas  the  result  ?^  These  two  great  parties 
vied  with  each  other  in  encouraging  the  support 
of  this  fanatical  party  at  the  North.  And  by 
their  devices,  ai^djLhe  measures  adopted  by  them 
to  obtain  its  cooperation  and  support,  they  have 
brou^^ht  the  country  lo  its  present  condition.  By 


the  influence  of  their  fotWrm^  care^  it  has  sent  to 
the  halb  of  legislatipn  sectional  and  fiinatical 


moB. 


Then,  sir,  what  did  the  American  party  do? 
They  held  a  national  convention,  which  did  meet 
the  issue.  They  placed  the  auestion  upon  a 
national  ground.^  '^^^Y  <^vowea  that  this  Con- 
federacy WAS  designed  &r  the  benefit  luad  advant- 
age of  each  and  every  citizen  ali^e,  whether  he 
was  from  the  North  or  whether  he  was  from  the 
South.  Wherever  he  came  from,  ev^ry  citizen 
had  an  equality  of  right,  and  was  entitled  to  an 
equality  of  protection  in  his  property,  in  his  life, 
^nd  in* his  liberty.  And  further,  they  avowed 
that  they  would  stand  by  the  existing  }aws  of 
the  country,  and  raaintam  them  in  every  part. 
And  they  fSirther  said,  that  any  man  who  iaitcred 
in  carrying  his  natioz^^y  to  that  extent  might 
sever  his  connection  from  the  party. 

Weil,  sir,  what  was  the  result?  There  were 
men  in  that  convention  who  had  been  associated 
with  the  American  party,  and  who  had  been 
raised  to  high  positions  by  th^t  party,  which  es- 
chewed all  sectional  agitation,  which  eschewed  all 
allegiance  to  any  sectional  or  local  power  ;but  they 
went  out  from  that  convention,  and  whip-t  was  the 
result?  They  formed  what  is  now  known  as  the 
Black  Republican  party,  and  they  hoisted  tiie  black 
flag  of  hostility  to  the  neXionality  of  the  country. 
They  called  a  meeting,  which  was  held  in  Cincin- 
nati ,  and  what  did  they  do  ?  They  there  passed  a 
resolution,  in  lieu  of  the  twelfth  section  of  the  Phil- 
adelphia platform,  upon  the  subject  of  slavery  and 
the  Missouri  conipromise. 

Mr.  WALDRON,  ('mterrupting.)  I  wish  to 
call  the  gentleman's  attention  to  the  name  used 
by  him  to  designate  a  party  in  thi^  country.  I 
desire  to  ask  him  by  wnat  authority  he  c^dia  any 
party  **  the  Black  Republican  party?** 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  tailed  the  party  by  the 
name  I  have  heard  it  designated  hy.  What  is 
the  name  of  your  party  ? 

Mr.  WALDRON.  The  party  to  which  I  be- 
long is  called  the  Republican  party. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Very  well.  I  will  call  it 
by  the  name  the  gentleman  wishes  to  be  known 
by.  I  say,  then,  these  men  withdrew  &om  the 
Pniladelpfua  convention. 

Mr.  J(jNES,ot Pennsylvania.  Thegentleman 
(rom  tCentucky  will  allow  me  to  interrupt  him, 
merely  to  say,  that  I  imderstood  him,  in  his  first 
remarks  this  morning,  to  complain  of  me,  on  my 
part,  for  want  of  courtesy  in  not  using  the  party 
name  which  his  party  chose  to  designate  itself  by. 
Now,  if  1  underatood  him  correctly,  he  called  the 
party  with  which  I  amacting  a  faction.  [Laugh- 
ter.] Now,  I  want  him  to  understand  that  the  Dem- 
ocratize party  is  particularly  indignant  at  the  idea 
of  bei|ig  called  a  faction. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  will  assure  my  friend 
from  Pennsylyama  that  I  have  neyer  called  the 
party  with  which  he  acts  a  faction.  I  have  never 
called  it  by  any  other  name  than  by  ti^  it  calls 
itself.  I  should  have  too  i;nuch  courtesy — too 
much  self-respect — to  speak  of  his  party  as  a  fac- 
tion. 

Then,  sir,  this  Republici^n  party  held  their 
convention  at  Cincinnati,  and  there  p^sed  reso- 
lutions, demanding  the  restoration  of  the  Mis- 
souri compromise,  and  demanding  that  as  the 
ultimatum  of  their  party.  Now,  sir,  we  at  the 
South  have  ever  looked  upon  this  Missouri  com- 
promise as  unfair  m  its  essential  features,  as  a 
measure  that  was  sectional  and  local,  that  it 
avowed  indirectly  the  principle,  that  the  South- 
erner, however  patriotic,  however  devotional  he 
migl^t  have  been  to  the  Confederacy,  whether  in 
time  of  war  or  in  time  of  peace— he  is  to  be  treated 
inferior  to  tlie  northern  man.  It  forbid  the  one 
man  to  emigrate  there  with  his  property,  while  it 
allowed  tlie  other  to  go  there  with  his,  and  pro- 
tected him  in  the  emoymeut  of  it. 

Mr.  HUGHSTON.  I  ask  the  gentleman  to 
allow  n?e  to  put  an  interrogatory  to  hivfi.  Will 
he  tell  me  how  many  there  were  of  this  Black 
Republican  party  in  the  South? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  will  answer  the  gentle- 
man, that  I  only  know  of  two  in  the  Common- 
wealth of  Kentucky. 

Itlr.  HtTGHSTON.  The  gentlem?m  from 
Kentucky  will  allow  me  to  say  that  we  have  a 
Black  Republican  party  at  tUk  North; and  that  I 
trust  it  is,  in  Kentucky,  a  grain  of  mustard -seed 
that  will  go  on  oad  ;?pread|  luntil  the  fowls  of  the 


air  may  lodge  in  its  bmnchea.    [HiMes  in  (he 
gallery,  and  excitementj 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  The  gentleraan  fh>in  fftv 
York  calls  his  party  the  Black  RepuhUcaA  patly. 
The  gentleman  from  Micni^an,  [mr.  WM.ommmA 
h6wever,objeetstomycaIUngitbythatnBm€,-iM 
insists  that  It  shall  be  called  the  RepubHcap  p^tty. 
Now  I  want  to  know  who  I  shall  follow,  wad  Sf^ 
what  name  I  shall  designate  that  party  ? 

Mr.  HUGHSTON.  It  matters  not  to  me  by 
what  name  my  party  is  called.  I  wish,  howcwW, 
distinctly  to  be  understood  that  I  am  not  a  oaem- 
ber  of  any  American  or  Know  Nothine  omamA- 
tion.  But  the  last  of  all  organizations  that  I  wo^d 
ever  connect  myself  with,  is  with  the  twelfth -sec- 
tion Know  Nothings,  who  are  in  iavor  of  vhat 
they  term  a  national  pli^form. 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  K.  MARSH  AU..  I  win 
ask  the  gentleman  a  question.  Does  he  belos^  to 
that  oi^anization  ? 

Mr.  HUGHSTON.    I  do  not. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  do  not  t^  4o  tk« 
American,  but  to  the  Republican  orgasisfttioii^or 
the  Black  Republican  organization — taka  wtlic^ 
ever  name  you  prefer. 

Mr.  HUGHSTON.  I  beloxig  to  the  Biepabli- 
can  party  of  New  York. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  WiU  vou  teU  me  mhfi, 
are  the  aims  and  intentions  of  that  party  v1m9 
you  figure  as  a  mustard-seed,  9:nd  whi<h  v  to 
grow  and  strengthen  ?  [Cries  of  *^  It  w^I  take  n 
week  to  do  it  !*^  «*  DecWre  the  vote  !'*] 

Mr.  HUGHSTON.  I  am  perfectly  wiliii^  t« 
answer  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  TeU  me,  then,  what^;^ 
the  aims  and  object^  of  your  oi^gajiisation  on  thi 
subject  of  slavery  ? 

Mr.  HUGHSTON.  I  never  cavil  in  regard  te 
names.  Gentlemen  may  suit  their  own  t|»t«  im 
refesence  to  the  names  by  which  we  i»re  to  bv 
designated.    That  is  a  meie  matter  of  UmtA. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  The  gentleman  doe*  not 
imswer  my  question.  I  presumie  that  he  caa  do 
it  briefly.  (Cries  of  "  Dedare  the  vote !"  " ^n- 
ewer  the  question !''] 

Mr.  HUGHSTON.  I  will  answer  the  ^eijbUep 
man  from  Kentucky  with  pleasure  at  the  proper 
time;  and  my  answer,  I  assure  him>  wiU  be  cat- 
egorical. 

Mr.  MARSHALL .  I  will  waive  the  qqt«9tioiL 
[Cries  of  *<  Let  us  have  the  vote  V*  *'  Uedane  tk$ 
vote!"] 

The  CLERK.  The  gei^eman  from  Kentw^^y 
has  the  floor. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Kentucky.  Mr.  Clerk, 
when  interrupted,  I  was  addressing  t^  Houmib 
relation  to  the  Missouri  coaipromise.  J  iwas  pro- 
ceeding to  state  that  it  was  a  measure  in  i^  char- 
acter prejudicial  to  the  South;  that  it  made  an 
unjust  discrimination  between  northern  aod  south- 
ern citizens;  and  thatiits  repeal  placed  thecaantry 
ajid  its  citizens  of  all  sections  under  the  Constitu- 
tion exactly  as  ws^  designed  by  the  founders  of 
our  Government.  And  I  say  npw  that  the  South* 
thus  placed  in  the  position  which  she  is  entitle 
to  occupy  with  the  North,  never  will  submit  t9 
the  restoration  of  that  Missouri  compromise  line, 
or  to  a  change  of  policy  other  than  thai  which 
has  been  avowed  by  the  American  party. 

In  addition,  we  demand  that  we  shall  be  let  alone. 
We  ask  no  legislation  on  this  subject.  If  slavery 
be  a  moral,  social,  and  political  evil,  theji  this 
Republican  party  should  oe  satisfied  that  the  ia- 
fiucnce  of  the  evil  is  not  upon  it,  but  upon  those 
which  it  surrounds .  We  ao  not  ask  interferenc«. 
Not  satisfied,  however,  with  their  own  business^ 
with  the  local  institutions  of  their  own  States, 
they  come  forward,  despite  the  plain  provisions 
of  the  Constitution,  to  take  charge  of  the  interevte 
of  the  southern  people.  And  by  their  expreaaef 
abhorrence  for  our  institutions,  and  the  prijvd- 

Sles  of  their  poUtical  platform,  we  are  led  to  be- 
eve  that  they  are  ready  to  push  matters  to  a 
length  which  must  ultimately  lead  to  a  dia^olur 
tion  of  this  Union. 
Mr.  STANTON.    By  what  authority  doea  the 

fentlcman  say  that  tbe  Republican  party  of  the 
Fnited  States  desires  to  interfere  >vith  tne  insti- 
tutions of  the  slaveholding  portion  of  the  country  ? 
Mr.  CAMPBELL.  By  the  resolution  passed 
at  the  Cincinnati  convention,  or  the  construction 
wliich  it  bears,  for  the  nipeai  of  the  Kansaa  and 
x'lebraska.  act 

Mr.  STANTON.    |le»l  the  repohition. 
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Mr.  CAJWPJREyX.    I  wUi  wxt  j^ad  tJ»e  pre-  ]] 
amble,  but  merely  the  sybstaAce  of  the  resolution. 
It  is  as  follows: 

« llMt  Ibe  tqp««l  «f  like  Mitspori  eommoiim  wmi  •■ 
tufrmrtwmflf  Cl)e  pti^ed  AUk  of  the  naitiom,  ^nd  tt^  U 
■hoaUl  be  Kstored ;  and  if  cBorta  to  that  end  should  (ait, 
Cnnfrt^  ttouHd  refuse  to  admit  into  tiie  iTnion  any  State 
tot«ratinf  alaveiy  wtikli  atttAl  be  tbrmed  out  of  ady  poriioii 
9f  «lM  «Hri9f  QTMavUek  t^t  ia^littllOD  waa  ^elided 
ttfr  that  covipcQisiiaf  .*' 

Mr.  STAKION.  On  that  resolotion,  then,  the 
gentleman  obinM  that  the  Repubtioaki  party  de- 
sires to  ifiterflcre  with  slavery  in  the  Stales  in 
which  it  now  exists  ?  Is  that  the  only  -warrant 
for  1^  aastrtion?  That  the  RepuUiian  party 
desires  to  exclude  slavery  from  Kansas,  ana  that 
they  mean  to  do  it,' there  is  no  doubt,  provided 
they  ace  sustained  by  the  seiuimentof  the  people 
of  the  free  States.. 

:Mr.  CAMPBSiLli.  Myfemarks  w:ere  baaed 
on  that  resolution.  It  is  an  iiUerfcrep<;e  with  our 
ictf  titutiojos  ]¥hep  our  citizens  ore  deuied  the  same 
rights  in  ihe  new  Territories  with  the  citizens 
from  tjie  North ;  for  that  territory  belor^  to  us 
as  much  as  it  does  to  you.  In  1849-*s0,  when 
the  compTontfse  measures  were  before  Congress, 
a  proposittoD  was  made  that  the  Missouri  com- 
promise ISne  should  be  run  through  to  the  Pa- 
cific ocean.  Was  that  proposition  voted  for  by 
northern  men? 

In  regard  to  the  caucus  of  the  nombers  who 
are  now. voting  for  the  merobejr  from  Masaachu- 
Boits,  [Mr.  Banks,]  the  resolution  which  was 
ofiG^red  by  the  member  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Otp- 
DiKGs]  indicates  the  exact  demands  of  that  party 
called  Republican.  In  addition*  sir,  we  find  that 
every  vote  whieh  has  been  taken  in  either  this  or 
the  other  win^  of  the  Capitol  exhibits  a  determ- 
ination on  their  part  to  wage  an  aneOimpromisiiig 
warfare  against  the  southiei^v  iinstituUons.  We 
aee  gentlera^n  on  this  fioor  striving  towajcds  one 
point,  and  that  is  the  election  of  a  Speaker  wno 
la  openly  opposed  to  our  institutions.  We  have 
only  one  remark  ^n  answer  to  the  interferences 
which  have  been  made  by  the  northern  men  hy 
tlioir  Jegislatioii,  and  thai  is  this:  we  regard  tins 
Confederacy  as  secondary  in  importance,  and  that 
irhcn  a  Government  fiifters  in  carrying  out  its 
guarantees  for  Uie  protection  of  life,  liberty,  and 
property,  it  is  no  longer  entitled  to  the  fealty  of 
Its  citizens.  And  in  Mdition  to  that,  I  will  avow 
this  sentiment,  believing  that  it  will  be  indorsed 
by  my  constituency,  that  whenever  this  Govern- 
ment makes  a  distinotion  between  a  southern  and 
a  northern  constituency  or  citizenship,  then  we 
•hall  AO  longer  consider  ourselves  bound  to  sup- 
port the  Confederacy,  but  will  resort  to  the  right 
of  revolation,  which  is  recognized  by  all. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  Will  th^  gcndeman  aHow 
me  to  ask  him  a  question? 

Mr.  CAMPB£1LL.  Yas,  sir;  as  many  as  you 
please. 

Mr.  H0WA£2>.  Thtn  I  ask  the  gentleman 
this  «|U0Stion:  Waa  not  the  meeting  at  Cincin- 
nati, of  which  he  speaks,  catled  as  sm  American 
meeting — a  meeting  ^  t)ie  American  or  Know 
Nothing  party?  Did  it  not  assemble  as  such^ 
Waa  it'ttot  regarded  a»  such,  and  did  not  the  dis- 
tinguished gentleman  from  the  ^ntlemai^ 's  own 
State,  who  is  preaident  of  that  wing  of  the  Ameri- 
asa  party  which  slan4a  upon  the  tweliih  section  of 
the  PluMlelphia platform, atteud  that  meeting  and 
approve  of  the  resolution  which  the  gentleman  has 
read? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Inanswer  to  the  gentleman, 
I  have  to  say  that  that  eoiftvention  was  composed 
of  seceders  from  tho  J^hiladclphia  convention, 
[applause  in  the  gallerMas,]  who  were  not  dispoaed 
to  place  their  love  of  country  paranuMkni  to  aec- 
tioiial  or  local  ^pii^ona  vpon  the  ^s^  %usatton 
of  Slavery. 

I  ans^ver  his  asooad  i}ue8tion  by  aayiag  that 
iha  pmntot  of  the  iiational  Council  or  Coaven- 
tiou  waslhere  byapeciai  invitation)  he  w^s  ith 
vited  and  requested  to  attend  the  meeting  fifij^ 
witaesa  thf  prooa^iilS^t  so  as  to  lea^n  t^ir  posi- 
tion maotk  tAs  question  in  relation  to  which  thay 
cooMtred  theia^vss  aggneved. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  Out  of  rsfra^ct  ibr  the  sea- 
tlenian  who  is  president  of  the  American  organir 
aatiofiy  I  wifb  to  aak  if  ha  thars  as^  that  the 
Amsneana  of  the  South  ought  to  conceds  to  ths 
An»eriioana  of  the  North  me  doetrinfes  of  that 
laaoluUfin?    X  h^va  \mn  *4)A>rmed  it^  he  di4» 


and«  in  justice  to  hiw,  if  it  be  true,  /t  should  be 
brought  out. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  aak  the  gentleman  his 
authority  ? 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  do  not  propose  to  give  the 
name  of  any  gentleman.  [Applause  ana  hisses 
in  the  gallery  and  on  the  fioor.]  I  understand 
that  all  these  questions  are  put  and  answered 
upon  what  are  current  rumoirs  in  regard  to  the 
p<)aition  of  parties. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Sir,  whilst  I  recognize 
i^poo  the  part  of  no  |;antUwan  ^mon  this  fldor  a 
xaght  to  aak  a  question,  unless  it  be  in  good  faith, 
and  based  upon  Authority,  I  will  say  for  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  who  is  president  oi  the 
convention  of  the  Americanparty ,  that  he  stands 
upon  national  grounds.  Whilst  I  have  no  per- 
sonal acquaintance  with  him,  and  know  not  any 
expression  he  may  have  given  utterance  to  in 
Cincinnati,  I  know  that  much  of  the  gentleman, 
by  reputation  and  character,  as  I  believe  will  au- 
thorize me  to  say  that  h^  atands  upon  the  twelfth 
section  of  t|)e  Philadelphia  plat^rm,  that  he  is 
opposed  to  the  agitation  of  tne  slavery  question, 
and  consequently  opposed  to  the  restoration  of 
Ui/e  Missouri  comprofnis^.    [Slight  applause.] 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  If  my  friend 
(rom  Kentucky  wul  allow  me^  I  will  aak  him  a 
question  in  good  faith,  having  listened  with  much 
attention  to  his  reo^arks.  It  is  one  which  in- 
volves a  matter  of  principle^  and  I  have  no  doubt 
he  will  answer  me  frankly.  If  I  understand  his 
position,  and  that  of  the  party  with  which  he  acts 
m  this  body,  it  is  this,  that  they  are  ready  for  a 
disruption  of  this  Union  unless  the  South  shall  be 
permute  to  te^e  their  slaves  into  all  the  Territo- 
ries belonging  to  the  Government.  My  question 
goes  beyond  the  mese  matter  of  the  repeal  of  the 
Missouri  compromise,  in  which  I  hold  the  honor 
of  the  South  was  involved.  It  is  this:  Does  he 
and  the  party  with  which  he  acts  propose  to  take 
from  the  Territory  of  Minnesota,  from  Oregou, 
and  from  all  the  vast  territory  extending  to  the 
Pacific,  north  of  3GO  30*,  the  restrictive  clause? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Kentucky.  In  answer 
to  my  friend  fVom  Ohio,  I  must  say  that  the  party 
has  announced  in  its  platform  the  position  whicn 
it  occupies.  I  ask  no  northern  man  as  to  his  in- 
dividual sentiments  upon  &a  suluect  of  slavery, 
or  in  relation  to  its  policy,  its  advantage,  or  its 
injury;  but,  sir,  we  ask  this,  and  we  demand  it 
at  the  hands  of  Coagress^  that  they  shall  leave  the 
Ti^rritofies  as  they  are,  aiid  let  the  people  of  each 
Territory  themselves  determine  the  question,  and 
if  they  say  it  shall  be  **a  land  of  freedom,'*  as 
4xfi  gentleman  would  have  it^  we  have  no  objection 
to  Quit,  but  are  in  fiaivor  of  its  admission  upon 
that  basis.  [Appiouss  in  the  galleries.]  But  if 
the  people  of  the  Territory  say  that  they  desire 
that  slavery  shall  be  introduced,  and  that  it  is  a 
matter  of  policy  aad  advantage  to  them  that  it 
shall  be,  then  we  say  that  it  is  the  imperative 
duty  of  Cou^reaa  to  admit  it  as  a  slave  Slate. 
[Renewed  applause.]  . 

Mr.  CAMPB^L^,  of  Ohio.  My  frbnd  does 
not  meet  the  point,  and  he  will  bear  with  me  in 
iiudcing  the  suggastion  again.  I  understood  him 
to  say  that  the  people  cS  the  South  had  always 
regarded  the  Miaaouri  compromise  as  an  infamy, 
because  it  took  from  them  the  right  lo  carry  their 
slaves  north  of  3G<^  30^ .  My  point,  then ,  is  this :  if 
it  waa  right  for  Congress  to  repeal  the  Missouri 
con^promise,  so  as  to.  extend  to  them  the  privilege 
of  taking  their  slaves  there » does  itnot£b]lo^  that 
the  South,  in  carrying  out  that  principle,  will 
exact  the  removal  of  ^e  prohibition  in  the  Min- 
nesota act,  in  the  Oregon  act,  and  in  relation  to 
all  the  Dthar  Territonea? 

And  now,  while  the  gentleman  is  n>ealung 
upon  this  subject,  I  wa^t  to  know  whether  it  is 
propose^ » apon  the  part  of  the  Souths  in  order  to 
pepure  wh^  they  Aemnyid  as  their  rights  in  tba 
Territories,  to  pui^aue  the  line  of  pohcv  marked 
out  in  the  Kansas-Nebnaaka  bill  until  tney  shall 
have  raj)ao.v^  aU  obstructions  to  ths  advfmce  of 
slavery  iu|o  all  other  territory  of  the  United 
$lAtes? 

Mr.  CAMP0£LL>  of  Kentucky.  I  now  un- 
derstand Uie  gjentieman  to  propose  to  thrust  a 
pew  iasue  upon  the  Afi^ericaa  party.  I  am  speaJc- 
ing  upon  this  fioor  U)r  myself  and  my  constit- 
uents, and  as  far  as  I  am  autliorized  I  will  answer 
him  as  to  the  policy  indicated  by  the  American 
party.    The  policy  o^itf  pl^||orm»  aa  94^mmouIy 


avowed,  is,  that  matters  in  relaUon  to  the  Question 
of  slavery  shall  remain  as  they  are— that  the 
Kansas-Nebraska  bill,  and  the  territorial  bill, 
based  as  they  arc  in  their  organization  upon  the 
compromises  of  1850,  shaU  remain  in  their  present 
condition  undisturbed. 

But,  in  relation  to  this  Missouri  compromise,  I 
say,  that  what  was  given  to  the  North  thereby 
was  obtained  by  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana. 
That  territory  north  of  360  30',  which  was  given 
to  the  North  by  the  Missouri  compromise,  waa 
yielded  up  bv  the  South,  under  the4emaa.d  of  the 
fanaticism  of  the  North. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  The  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  will  pardon  mc  for  correcting  him 
upon  a  matter  of  history.  The  Missouri  com- 
promise was  passed  by  southern  votes^  and  not. 
as  he  asserts,  oy  northern  votes- 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Kentucky.  I  would  ask 
the  gentleman  where  the  Missouri  compromise 
originated  ?  Was  not  that  bill  introduced  into  the 
Senate  by  Senator  Thomas,  of  Illinois?  Was  it 
not  at  first  defeated  in  the  Senate  by  the  opposi- 
tion and  resistance  of  Henry  Clay  r  Was  it  not 
afterwards  introduoed  by  ^nator  Trumbull,  of 
Ohio,  or  another  bill  embodying  the  same  princi* 
pies  ?  It  came  from  the  North,  and  appeals  in 
Its  behalf  were  made  to  southern  men  to  over- 
come their  constitutional  scruples  in  regard  to  it. 
It  was  claimed  that  patriotism  demanded  them  to 
yield  it  their  support,  simply  for  the  reason, 
that  the  Union  might  not  be  dissolved.  The 
South  yielded.  Their  patriotism  upon  that  occa- 
sion rose  paramount  to  their  interests.  They, 
sir,  have  never  been  found  walking  by  interest 
when  their  country  was  in  danger,  or  when  their 
country  called  for  their  support. 

In  addi^on  to  that,  thsrehas  been  no  time  of 
danser  to  our  country  when  the  South  has  not 
yielded  up  her  interests  and  her  rights  to  satiafy 
the  North .  Even » sir,  in  the  annexation  of  Texas 
there  was  concassioo  n^de.  in  the  passage  of 
the  compromise  measures  of  IBM  conccssioDs  were 
made  by  the  South.  Slave  territory  was  yielded 
up  to  be  free  territory,  to  satisfy  the  demands  of 
the  North. 

In  answer  to  the  gentlen^n  from  Pennsylvania 
[Mr.  Jones]  and  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
who  declare  they  have  no  concessions  to  make, 
no  pro{>osition  for  an  interchange  of  views  and 
opinions,  I  stand  here  prepared  to  vote  with  the 
membership  of  the  American  party  until  the 
expiration  of  our  cong:re8sional  terms.  If  they 
desire  that  there  shall  be  ^  wall  and  barrier 
thrown  between  the  national  men  of  tliis  House 
and  themselves,  they  have  only  to  pursue  the 
course  which  has  been  pursued  here  to-day.  If 
they  think  the  country  will  censure  the  American 
party,  they  are  mistaken.  The  very  best  thing 
which  has  occurred,  is  our  sitting  here  balloting. 
It  illustrates  to  the  country,  and  to  politicians, 
the  fact  that  thekcaptious  are  not  to  control  those 
who  are  devoted  to  the  good  of  the  country.  It 
also  shows  that  the  conservative  men  of  the 
country  will  commune  togctlicr,  and  unite  in  sup- 
port of  the  Government,  and  tliereby  entirely 
crush  out  and  destroy  the  local  feeling  which  is 
producing  so  much  discord  among  the  States  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  desire  to  iaquiie  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  how  it  happens  that 
he  charges  the  Republican  party  with  tne  doings 
of  the  Know  Nothing  convention  at  Cincinnati? 
[Cries  "Vote!''  "Vote!"] 

[The  result  of  the  vote,  as  above  recorded,  was 
here  announced.] 

Mr.  NICHOLS.  Since  I  have  been  here,  I 
have  seen  manifestations  of  indecorous  conduct 
in  the  fi;alleries;  and  conduct  not  only  indecorous 
but  indecent.  I  move  you,  therefore,  Mr.  Clerk, 
that  tlie  acting  officers  of  the  House  be  directed 
to  enforce  the  rules  of  the  House  in  regard  to 
order. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  In  the  first  place, 
sir,  there  are  no  rules  to  be  enforced;  and,  m  tlie 
next  place,  I  hope  that  those  who  have  been  sent 
here  by  the  people,  as  their  Representatives,  will 
never  turn  any  part  of  the  people  out  of  this 
Hall  for  following  the  examples  set  by  them- 
selves upon  this  floor.  [Laughter.]  If  tlic  Repre- 
sentatives upon  tliis  fioor  desire  that  the  galleries 
shall  loolb  on  and  be  silent  as  to  the  procoedinffs 
here,  I  admonish  them  not  to  set  the  examplo 
tMmMivta  of  appla^MUPfi  or  hiasijig. 
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Mr.  NICHOLS.  I  am  not  aware  that  any  | 
hissing  has  come  from  any  members.  But  we 
have  arrived  at  (his  crisis,  that  the  sentiments  of 
m(  mbers,  uttered  upon  this  floor,  are  systemat- 
ically hissed  or  applauded  in  the  galleries.  Now, 
sir,  the  power  exists  in  the  officers  of  the  House 
to  presrrve  order  at  all  times,  and,  notwithstand- 
ing the  rebuke  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
[Mr.  JojfEs]  may  be  3l  very  well,  as  applied  to 
members,  it  occurs  to  me  that  some  better  order 
should  be  preserved  than  we  have  heretofore  had; 
and  therefore  I  persist  in  my  motion. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  presume,  sir,  from  what  has 
occurred  in  the  galleries,  that  my  peculiar  senti- 
ments would  find  as  little  sympathy  there  as 
would  those  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio;  but, 
opposed  to  proscription,  religious  or  political,  1 
am  for  the  largest  liberty;  and  if  the  Know  Noth- 
ings assemble  in  the  galleries  and  applaud  when 
their  friends  make  speeches  here,  I,  for  one,  will 
not,  until  this  House  shall  be  organized  and  rules 
for  its  government  adopted,  vote  to  turn  out  of 
the  galleries  of  the  National  Capitol  even  those 
who  would  proscribe  me. 

Mr.  HUMPHREY  MARSHALL.  I  move 
that  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  Upon  that  I  demand  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Florence 
and  Wheeler  were  appointed. 

The  Question  was  then  taken,  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  1(^6,  nays  80 

The  motion  bein^  agreed  to,  the  House  accord- 
ingly (at  three  o'clock  and  thirty-five  minutes) 
adjourned  until  to-morrow,  at  twelve  o'clock,  ro. 

IN  SENATE. 
Thursday,  December  20, 1855. 
Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Henrt  C.  Deak. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FOSTER,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  Francis  Guilbean,  admin- 
ifltramr  of  Bryan  Callafhan,  deceased,  be  withdrawn  from 
the  files  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to  the  Court  of  Claims. 

On  mcJtion  by  Mr.  POSTER,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  Nahum  Ward  have  leave  to  withdraw  his 
memorial  and  papers  for  the  purpose  of  presentation  to  the 
Court  of  Claims. 

PRIVATE  CLAIMS. 

Mr.BRODHEAD.  The  Committee  on  Claims, 

to  whom  was  refeiyed  the  resolution  in  relation 

to  private  claims,  submitted  by  the  Senator  from 

Tennessee,  [Mr.  Bell,]  and  an  amendment  to  it, 

submitted   by  the  Senator  from  Maine,   [Mr. 

Hamlin,]  have  instructed  me  to  report  the  fol- 

lowiu?  as  a  substitute  for  the  resolution  and 

amendment:  • 

Rewlved,  That  all  private  claims,  upon  which  no  adverse 
rcpnrts  were  made  or  ordered  during  the  last  sesfiion,  and 
which  were  pending  before  the  Senate^t  tiie  close  of  the 
last  sessiion,  and  which  claims  are  founded  upon  any  law 
of  Congress,  or  upon  any  regulation  of  an  executive  de- 
partment, or  upon  any  contract,  express  or  implied,  with 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  which  the  claim- 
ants choose  to  pnM>ecute  before  the  Court  of  Claims,  be.  and 
the  same  are  hereby,  referred  to  the  said  court;  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  instructed  to 
deliver  all  the  papers  in  such  cases  to  the  clerk  of  the  said 
court  upon  his  application. 

Mr.  President,  if  it  be  the  pleasure  of  the  Sen- 
ate, 1  ask  that  the  resolution  wnich  I  have  reported 
as  a  substitute  for  the  resolution  submitted  oy  the 
Senator  from  Tennessee  be  now  considered. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  hears  no  ob- 
jection; the  resolution  is,  therefore,  before  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  The  Senate  will  observe 
that  the  Committee  on  Claims  have  embodied  in 
the  resolution  the  words  of  the  law,  and  have 
only  proposed  to  refer  to  the  Court  of  Claims 
cases  in  which  they  now  have  jurisdiction.  The 
effect  of  this  resolution  will  be  to  enable  private 
claimant-8  to  obtain  their  papers  from  the  Senate 
files  in  tltosc  cases  in  which.the  court  have  juris- 
diction, without  a  special  reference  of  their  cases 
to  the  court  by  the  Senate.  I  will  read  the 
clause  of  the  act  which  confers  jurisdiction  upon 
the  court: 

"  The  said  court  shall  bear  and  determine  all  claims  found- 
ed upon  any  law  of  Congress,  or  upon  any  regulation  of  an 
executive  deportment,  or  upon  any  contract,  expressed  or 
implied,  with  the  Government  of  the  United  States"— 

These  ore  the  words  the  committee  have  quoted — 
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and  also  all  claims  which  may  be  referred  to  said  court  by 
either  House  of  Congress." 

This  resolution  will  only  refer  to  the  court 
cases  in  which  they  have  jurisdiction,  without  a 
special  reference  oy  the  Senate;  because  there 
were  many  cases  pending  before  us  at  the  last 
session  in  which  the  court  have  jurisdiction  with- 
out such  a  reference.  This  resolution  will  enable 
claimants  to  obtain  their  papers  by  the  clerk  of 
the  Court  of  Claims  making  a  call  on  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Senate  for  them. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  Mr.  President,  it  Beema  to 
me  it  is  possible  that  there  may  be  one  difficulty 
which  can  be  provided  against  by  an  addition  to 
the  resolution.  Will  the  court  consider  all  such 
claims  referred  to  them  as  they  believe  to  be 
founded  upon  law,  or  departmental  regulation,  or 
contract;  or  will  they  take  jurisdiction  of  them 
merely  because  the  papers  are  delivered }  It  is 
desirable  that  the  court  should  only  take  jurisdic- 
tion of  such  cases  as  they  believe  come  within 
the  description  of  the  law  and  of  this  resolution; 
and,  therefore,  I  think  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania would  better  accomplish  his  purpose  if 
he  would  add  at  the  end  of  the  resolution  some 
such  words  as  these — **if  the  court  should  be  of 
opinion  that  they  come  within  the  character  de- 
scribed in  this  resolution."  Let  him  add  some 
words  to  this  effect. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  Such  is  my  intention,  and 
such  was  the  intention  of  the  committee,  because 
they  quote  the  words  of  the  act  conferring  juris- 
diction ;  but  the  Senator  from  Virginia  win  ob- 
serve these  words  in  the  act: 

"  The  said  court  shall  bear  and  determine  all  claims 
founded  upon  any  law  of  Congress,  or  upon  any  regulation 
of  an  executive  department,  or  upon  any  contract,  express 
or  implied,  with  the  Government  of  the  United  Sutes." 

These  are  the  words  of  the  act;  these  are  the 
words  we  have  used  in  the  resolution;  and,  there- 
fore, the  court  will  not  take  co^izance  of  a  claim 
tfhless  it  falls  within  this  description.  The  mere 
fact  of  reference  does  not  confer  jurisdiction 
under  this  resolution. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  With  that  understanding, 
the  resolution  is  well  enough. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

SENATOR  FROM  ILLINOIS. 

Mr.  CASS.  Mr.  President,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session  I  submitted  to  the  Senate  a 
protest  from  some  of  the  members  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Illinois  against  the  election  of  the  hon- 
orable member  from  that  State,  [Mr.  Trumbitll.] 
I  said  then,  that  on  the  organization  of  the  com- 
mittees, I  would  move  its  reference  to  one  of 
them — meaning  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
I  now  move  that  that  protest  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary;  but  I  am  willing 
that  it  shall  ^o  to  a  special  committee,  or  to  any 
other  committee  which  may  be  preferred  by  the 
Senate.  If  no  preference  be  expressed,  I  ask 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary. 

The  PRESIDENT.  That  reference  will  be 
made,  unless  it  be  objected  to. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Mr.  President,  I  am  en- 
tirely indifferent  as  to  what  committee  the  pro- 
test may  go;  but  as  the  signers  of  the  protest 
seem  not  to  have  been  aware  of  the  fact  that  I 
ceased  to  be  a  judge,  and  was  succeeded  on  the 
bench,  some  two  years  before  my  election  to  the 
Senate,  I  wish  to  present  the  evidence  of  that 
fact,  that  it  may  go  to  the  committee  along  with 
the  protest. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  document  will  be 
received  and  referred. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  The  practice  upon  this  sub- 
ject has  been  different.  Upon  some  occasions 
protests  and  papers  of  this  kind  have  been  refer- 
red to  a  committee  raised  specially  for  the  purpose, 
in  the  nature  of  a  committee  of  privileges  and 
elections.  On  other  occasions  such  questions 
have  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary.  I  am  inclined  to  think  there  ought  to 
be  a  more  numerous  committee  to  try  questions 
of  this  kind,  and  one  which  mi^ht  be  supposed 
to  be  selected  for  the  justice  ana  impartiality  of 
its  members  in  regard  to  the  point  in  dispute.  I 
do  not  believe  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
will  have  any  feeling  in  this  case  one  way  or  the 
other;  but  I  would  prefer  to  have  a  special  com- 
mittee raised,  if  such  be  the  wish  or  the  sitting 
member  or  any  of  his  firteB^s. 


The  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  submits  no  motion  I  believe? 

Mr.  BUTLER  No,  sir.  I  make  the  suggei- 
tion  to  the  sitting  member,  the  honorable  Senator 
fVom  Illinois,  that,  if  it  be  the  wish  of  himself  or 
his  friends  that  a  special  committee  should  be 
raised,  it  would  be  more  agreeable  to  me. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  1  have  no  wish  to  express 
about  it.  I  am  entirely  satisfied  that  the  case 
shall  go  to  the  standing  committee  of  the  Senate. 
I  have  no  sort  of  feeling  on  that  point.  It  is  a 
matter  of  entire  indifference  to  me  before  what 
committee  it  shall  go. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday 
next.  

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  December  20,  1855. 

The  House  was  called  to  order  by  the  Clerk 
at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

ELECTION  OF  SPEAKER. 

The  business  first  in  order  being  the  election 

of  a  Speaker,  the  Clerk  proceeded  to  call  the  roO 

on  the  sixty-seventh  vote  for  Speaker,  with  the 

following  result:  Whole  number  of  votes  cast, 

321;  necessary  to  a  choice.  111;  of  which — 

NatlianielP.  Banks  received 103 

William  A.Richardson 73 

Heniy  M.  Fuller 34 

Benjamin  F.  Leitcr 9 

Alexander  CM.  Penninfton ft 

James  L.  Orr 

John  Williams 


Lewis  D.  Campbell.. 
John  Cad waloder . . . . 
Nathaniel  G.  Foster. 
John  Scott  Harrison. 


So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  BanJb— Messrs.  Albright,  Allison.  Ball.  Barboor, 
Benson,  Billtnfhunt,  Bingham,  Bishop,  Buss,  Bradafoav, 
Brenton,  Buffington,  Burllngame,  James  H.  CampbeB, 
Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Chaffee,  Ezra  Clark,  Clawson.CoUkx, 
Oomins,  Covode,  Cragiii,  Cumback,  Damrell,  Timothy 
Davis,  Day,  Dean,  De  Witt,  Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd,  Thxt^ 
Edwards,  Enirie,  Flagler,  Galloway,  Giddings,  GObert, 
Granger,  Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan,  Holloway,  TtMMnas 
R.  Horton,  Valentine  B.  Horton,  Howard,  Hugbston,  Kd- 
sey.  King,  Knapp,  Knight,  Kuowlton,  Knox^  Koakd, 
Lciter.  Mace,  Maneson,  McCarty,  Meacham,  Killian  BfO- 
ler,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Mott,  Murray,  Nichcds,  Norton, 
Parker,  Pcarce,  Peltoo.  Pennington,  Perry,  Pectit,  Pike, 
Pringle,  Purviance.  Ritchie,  Robuns,  RoMson,  SaMn,  Sage, 
Sapp,  Slierman,  8timmons,  Spinner,  Stanton,  Strmnahaa, 
Tapnan.  Thoiington,  Thurston,  Todd,  Trafton,  Tysoa, 
Wade,  Walbridce,  Waldron,  Cadwalader  C.  Wasbbane, 
Elltbu  B.  Waslibume,  larael  Washburn,  WatMm,  Welch, 
Wood,  WoodrufT,  and  Woodworth. 

For  Mr.  AurAordion— Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay, 
Barksdate,  Bell,  Henry  S.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce, 
Branch,  Brooks,  Burnett,  Cadwalader.  Caruthers,  CankK, 
Clingman,  Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Craige, 
Crawford,  Davidson,  Denver,  Dowdell,  Edmundaon,  Eng- 
lish, Faulkner,  Florence,Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,6oode,GreeB- 
wood,  Augustus  Hall,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomas  L. 
Harris,  Herbert,  Hickman,  Houston,  Jewett,  Gcorfc  W. 
Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Keitt,  Kelly;  Kid  well.  Letetter, 
Lumpkin,  Samnel  S.  Marshall,  Maxwell,  McMullin,  Mc- 
Queen, Smith  Miller,  Millson,  Mordecai  Oliveff.Orr,  Packer, 
Peck,  Powell,  Quitman,  Rumn.  Rust,  Sandioge,  Savage, 
Seward,  Shorter.  Samuel  A.  Smith,  Stephens,  Stewart, 
Talboit,  Taylor,  Vail,  Warner,  Watkins,  Welta,  Winshnr, 
and  John  V.  Wright. 

For  Mr.  FvUer^Messn.  Broom,  John  P.  CampbeU.  Car- 
lile,Cox,  CuUen.  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Etheridge,  Eostis, 
Evans,  Foster,  J.  Morrison  Harris.  Hofitean,  Kenneit, 
Lake,  Lindley,  Alexander  K.  Marniall,  Utimphrey  Mar- 
shall, Millward,  Paine,  Porter.  Puirear,  Reade,  llfNuly,Ei- 
caud,  Rivers,  William  R.  Smith,  Sneed,  Swope,  Trippe, 
Underwood,  Valk,  Walker,  Whitney,  and  Zcrilicoffer. 

For  Mr.  Letter — Messrs.  Dunn  and  Moore. 

For  Mr.  Penmntton—Mewn.  Harrison  and  Soott. 

/br  ifr.  Orr— Mr.  Williams. 

For  Mr.  WiUiamM-MT.  Wheeler. 

For  Mr.  CatnpbeU—MT.  Edie. 

For  Mr.  Cadwalader — Mr.  Richardson. 

For  Mr.  /bseer— Mr.  Henry  M.  Fuller. 

For  Mr.  Harriton — Mr.  Haven. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Alabama.  Mr.  Clerk,  the 
result  of  the  vote,  as  just  announced,  is  a  prettr 
fair  indication  as  to  the  point  which  we  will  reach 
to-day.  It  affords  very  little  consolation  to  those 
who  desire  to  see  this  thin^  brought  to  a  close. 
I  have  forborne,  up  to  this  time,  opening  my 
mouth  on  this  subject,  although  I  nave  often 
entertained  a  desire  to  do  so.  I  have  restrained 
myself  because  I  believe  that  speaking  is  the  very 
last  mode  by  which  harmony  can  bie  promoted 
here. 

I  do  not  rise  now  to  make  a  speech ;  I  rise  to  make 
a  proposition — one  of  my  own  humble  concep- 
tion—not to  omnize  the  House,  but  to  promote 
by  depTMs  tbs  dusumss  of  the  House.    My  pUn 
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is  thia;  and  it  may  be  snrrounded,  and  no  doubt 
is  Burrounded,  with  difficulties,  as  all  other  plans 
are:  I  propose,  sir,  that  this  House  proceed  to 
the  selecuon  of  two  standing  committees — the 
Ciommittee  of  Wa3r8  and  Means  and  the  Com* 
znittee  on  Foreign  Affairs — in  this  way:  these 
committees,  it  wul  be  remembered,  are  composed 
of  nine  members  each.  I  propose,  then,  that  the 
Republican  party,  indicated  by  its  one  hundred 
ana  five  votes,  skall  nominate  four  members  of 
each  of  these  two  committees.  I  propose  that  the 
Administration  partj,  indicated  oy  its  seventy- 
four  votes ,  shall  nomi  nate  three  members  of  each  of 
these  committees.  This  will  make  seven.  I  pro- 
pose then,  that  the  corporal's  guard  of  the  South, 
aided  by  those  men  of  the  North  who  have  stood  by 
them,  have  the  huituble  privilege  of  nominating 
the  remaining  two  members  of  each  committee. 
I  propose  then,  that  these  two  committees  retire 
and  select  their  chairmen  by  a  majority  vote.  I 
propose  then,  that  the  two  chairmen  preside  over 
the  ordinary  business  of  this  House  alternately 
until  a  Speaker  shall  be  elected.  I  propose  that, 
under  this  plan,  one  hour  of  each  day  be  devoted 
to  the  introduction  of  bills  and  resolutions,  and 
to  their  reference  to  the  appropriate  committees, 
to  be  taken  charge  of  by  their  respective  clerks. 
I  propose  then,  Uiat  the  members  of  this  House 
%e  sworn  in  by  the  chairmen  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means;  and  that  then  the  House 
proceed  to  electa  Clerk,  Postmaster,  Sergeant- 
at-Arms,  Doorkeeper,  and  last,  but  not  least,  a 
Chaphdn,  through  whose  prayers,  perhaps,  some 
oil  may  be  thrown  upon  the  troubled  waters. 
[Laughter.] 

I  have  said,  Mr.  Clerk,  that  the  speeches 
w^hich  have  been  delivered  here  have  not  been 
calculated  to  promote  harmony.  This  is  no  time 
for  invective.  It  is  no  time  for  crimination  and 
recrimination.  It  is  no  time  for  the  sharp  retort, 
for  sarcasm,  or  for  defiance.  We  wiuit  harmony. 
"We  want  concession.  We  must  have  conces- 
aion,  or  else  this  House  will  never  be  organized. 
I  beUeve,  sir,  that  if  this  plan  can  be  adopted,  and 
we  can  so  r^ularly  to  tne  gradual  discharge  of 
our  pubuc  duties,  and  pay  more  attention  to  the 
public  business  than  we  pay  to  those  harsh  diffi- 
culties whidi  must  arise  among  all  parties,  pos- 
sibly there  can  be  in  a  few  days  such  a  state  of 
harmony  in  this  House  as  will  facilitate  and  pro- 
mote the  speedy  settlement  of  these  difficulties. 

I  have  no  doubt,  Mr.  Clerk,  of  the  feasibility 
of  this  plan,  and  I  submit  it,  in  order  to  hear  the 
older  members  of  the  House  on  the  difficulties — 
if  any  there  be— which  surround  it.  I  have  not, 
mo  far,  examined  the  laws  and  the  rules  affecting 
this  House,  as  to  know  whether  or  not  tlicrcare 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  adopting  my  plan.  I 
can  only  say,  that  there  is  no  constitutional  diffi- 
culty in  the  way.  I  have  examined  it  in  that 
connection;  I  have  examined  the  Constitution  on 
the  subject,  and  I  can  say  distinctly,  that  though 
there  may  be  some  difficulties  in  the  old  rules  and 
the  old  laws  in  regard  to  rules,  there  is  no  con- 
stitutional objection  to  it. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  I  would  state  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Smith,]  that  the  law 
of  1791  requires  the  House  to  elect  a  Speaker,  to 
be  sworn  in  by  a  member  thereof,  before  "pro- 
ceedin?  to  any  other  business.  This  is  a  law 
passed  by  the  House  and  Senate,  and  signed  by 
the  President,  and  the  action  of  one  House  can- 
not annul  a  law  of  the  land. 

Mr.  SMITH.  As  to  the  fact  of  the  existence 
of  the  law  referred  to  by  the  gentleman  from 
Yirnnia,  [Mr.  Bocock,]  I  presume  there  is  no 
doubt.  Nevertheless,  I  think  that  that  does  not 
preclude  the  possibility  of  adopting  my  plan.  It 
does  not  prevent  the  House  fVom  going  on  tem- 
porarily to  the  discharge  of  the  duties  which  are 
pressing  upon  us,  on  the  plan  which  I  have  pro- 
posed. There  is  nothing  m  it  in  conflict  with  the 
Constitution. 

Mr. JONES,  ofTennessee.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  w<mH, 
ask  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Smith] 
whether  this  House  can  authorize  any  person  to 
administer  the  oath  to  the  membere  required  by 
the  Constitution?  The  hiw  of  Congress  requires 
that  the  Speaker  be  elected,  and  that  some  one 
member  shall  administer  the  oath  to  him. 

Mr.SNEED.  Will  my  colleague  f Mr.  Jones] 
be  good  enough  to  read  that  law  to  tne  House? 

Mr.  JONlS.  I  have  it  not  before  me.  It 
requtresWt  the  &^>eaker  elected  shall  administer 


the  oaths  to  the  members  of  the  House.  The 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  reouires  that 
this  oath  shall  be  administered.  I  ask  nim,  then, 
if  this  House,  by  a  mere  resolution,  has  any  au- 
thority whatever  to  authorize  any  individual  to 
administer  the  oath  to  me,  to  him,  or  to  any 
other  person?  In  other  words,  can  the  House 
constitute  an  officer  to  perform  that  duty  ?  Can 
they  authorize  any  other  person  than  a  re^larly 
elected  Speaker  to  administer  oaths  which  shall 
be  legal  and  binding  upon  any  person,  unless  it 
be  passed  by  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and 
signed  by  the  President  of  the  Unitea  §tates  in 
the  form  of  a  law  ? 

Mr.  SMITH.  Mr.  Clerk,  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee,  who  has  just  addressed 
the  House,  is  one  of  those  members  to  whom  I 
appealed  to  know  what  difficulties,  if  any,  sur^ 
rounded  the  proposition  I  propose  to  present.  He 
has  suggested  a  difficulty,  and  it  may  be  a  serious 
one,  so  far  as  the  administration  of  the  oath  is 
concerned.  But  I  have  made  this  proposition  as 
a  basis  upon  which  we  might  more  quietly  bring 
about  the  organization  of  the  House.  And  1 
cannot  see  distinctly  how  there  can  be  any  insur- 
mountable difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  adoption 
of  such  a  resolution. 

Mr.  GROW,  (interrupting.)  If  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama  will  allow  me,  I  will  refer  the 
House  to  the  langua^  of  the  law  to  which  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Bocock]  and  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Jomcs]  alluded. 

Mr.  SMITH  yielded  the  floor. 

Mr.  GROW.    It  is  the  second  section  of  an 

act  passed  in  1789,  and  is  in  these  words: 

"^n^  be  Ufwrther  enacted,  That  at  tbe  flrat  searton  of 
Congress  after  every  general  election  of  Repre»ontativf«, 
the  oath  or  affirmation  aforesaid  shall  be  administered  by 
any  one  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
Speaker,  and  by  him  to  all  tbe  members  present,  and  to 
the  Clerk,  freviouB  to  entering  on  antf  other  imrinom," 

Mr.  JONES.    When  was  that  act  approved? 

Mr.  GROW.    The  17th  of  June,  17»9. 

Mr.  JONES.  Was  it  the  first  act  passed  upon 
the  subject? 

Mr.  GROW.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  SMITH,  (resuming.)  I  am  satisfied  that 
unless  something  of  this  sort  is  done,  the  public 
business  of  the  country  will  suffer.  I  know  it  is 
ordinarily  remarked,  that  it  is  not  a  matter  of  any 
great  consequence  that  the  House  should  proceed 
at  once  to  business.  It  is  said  that  it  never  does 
any  business  until  after  the  Christmas  holidays; 
and  there  may  be  a  good  deal  of  truth  in  the  re- 
mark; but  it  is  nevertheless  true  that  there  is, 
ordinarily,  a  vast  amount  of  business  introduced 
and  placed  upon  the  stocks,  so  to  speak,  before 
that  time. 

Now,  can  we  not  take  up  this  matter  informally; 
have  these  committees  appointed;  let  gentlemen 
prepare  their  bills,  and  bring  them  forward;  have 
them  referred  to  these  committees,  if  necessary; 
and  then  let  them,  instead  of  maJdng  speeches 
upon  topics  such  as  we  have  heard  for  the  last 
several  days,  which  are  really  exciting  and  cal- 
culated to  do  mischief,  make  speeches  upon  the 
public  business  of  their  constituents? 

There  are  no  hopes  that  a  regular  organization 
of  the  House  can  be  effected  for  months  to  come 
in  the  present  condition  of  things.  My  honor- 
able colleague  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Walker,]  a 
few  days  a^,  submitted  a  proposition  by  way 
of  compromise.  And  how  was  it  received  ?  it 
was  received  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  [Mr,  Jonbs]  with  the  declaration 
that  the  Democratic  party  will  never  go  into  any 
caucus  unless  it  be  a  Democratic  caucus.  What 
probability,  then,  is  there  of  our  harmonizing  so 
long  as  such  feelings  prevail^- while  such  senti- 
ments are  persisted  in  by  the  different  parties  in 
the  House  towards  each  other  ?  Upon  what  basis 
can  any  proposition  be  made  by  any  party  in  the 
House  to  any  other  party,  with  any  hopes  of 
success  ?  Wny ,  sir,  the  whole  object  seems  to 
be  upon  all  sides  to  throw  obloquy  by  one  party 
upon  another  And  how  easy  is  it  to  do  that! 
Our  whole  history  shows  that  this  is  the  bane  of 
parties.  It  is  a  feature  that  is  developed  often, 
even  before  a  party  is  organized.  Scarcely  docs 
ever  a  party  commence  its  existence,  before 
mountains  of  obloqciy  are  heaped  upon  it  from 
all  sides.    Now,  sir,  I  would  not  hove  that  course 

rursued  in  this  House.     I  would  say  nothing — 
would  have  nothing  said — to  excite  iN-feelmg 
in  this  House.     I  say  that  it  i»  its  duty  f 


proceed  to  the  business  of  the  country.  I  judge 
every  man  by  the  same  rule  by  which  T  would 
like  to  be  judged  myself.  I  give  to  them  the 
same  credit  for  acting  in  perfect  honesty  which  1 
claim  for  myself.     I  have,  then,  submitted  this 

Sroposition,  and  make  these  remarks  in  all  can- 
or  to  this  House.  I  present  them  with  a  plan 
which,  though  it  may  not  be  binding  upon  tnem 
as  a  law,  yet  it  is  perfectly  practicaole  for  us  to 
thus  informally  organize  to  that  extent,  and  pro- 
ceed quietly  with  the  business  of  the  country  and 
with  tne  business  of  the  perfect  organization  of 
the  House.  The  speeches  that  are  made  then 
may  be  made  upon  the  legitimate  business  of  the 
House;  and  it  will,  at  least,  have  the  efiiect  of 
quieting  the  agitation,  the  excitement,  the  indig- 
nation of  a  constituency  which  certainly  have 
some  cause  to  complain. 

Mr.  CADWALADER.  I  beg  leave  to  dissent 
from  the  conclusions  of  the  eloquent  gentleman 
who  has  just  taken  his  seat — that  the  House  are 
altogether  wasting  the  public  time  in  their  efiTorts 
to  elect  a  Speaker,  or  that  there  has  not  been 

Srofit  from  the  developments  attendant  upon  the 
elays  and  apparent  difficulties  which  have  stood 
in  the  .way  of  its  or;ganization.  We  are  here  en- 
gaged in  the  practical  solution  of  the  problem, 
whether  America  can  be  governed  by  fv^  Amer- 
icans as  do  not  recognize  the  truth  of  two  propo- 
sitions presented  to  the  House  by  the  Democratic 
minority,  as  constituting  togetner  the  present 
platform  of  their  party.  The  first  is  perfect 
equality  of  privileges,  civil,  religious,  and  politi- 
cs/,  of  every  citizen  of  our  country  without  ref- 
erence to  the  place  of  his  birth.  The  second  is 
the  unquahfied  right  of  the  people  of  the  slave- 
holding  States  to  protection  of  their  property 
in  the  States,  in  the  Territories,  and  in  the  wil- 
derness in  which  territorial  governments  are  as 
yet  unorganized.  The  Democratic  platform  is 
based  on  the  recognition,  not  of  one,  but  of  both 
of  these  principles;  and  when  efforts  are  made  by 
honorable  gentlemen  to  separate  these  two  ques- 
tions, the  Democratic  party,  resting  upon  itsplat-^ 
form,  says:  **  We  cannot  compromise  either 
proposition,  but  stand  united  upon  both.'' 

Now,  of  what  is  the  anti-Democratic  party 
composed?  It  is  composed  of  three  elements. 
One  portion  deny  both  of  the  Democratic  propo- 
sitions; anethor  portion  content  themselves  with 
a  denial  of  one  proposition;  the  remetining  por- 
tion with  a  denial  of  the  other.  I  might  perhaps 
mention  a  fourth  clasb;  but  as  I  wish  to  speak 
with  perfect  courtesy  of  those  from  whom  I 
dififer,  I  will  say  nothing  of  the  innominate  or 
nondescript  portion.  I  do  not  stand  here  to  dis- 
cuss either  of  the  two  questions  which  I  have 
stated;  but  I  most  respectfully  desire  to  explain 
certain  reasons  why,  m  the  present  aspect  of  the 
question  of  organization,  Democratic  members 
cannot  be  expected  to  unite  in  any  measure 
which  shall  expedite  organization  otherwise  than 
through  a  majority  of  all  the  votes.  It  may  be 
that  in  this  respect  a  different  aspect  of  the  ques- 
tion may  hereafter  be  presented;  but  the  question 
is  not  presented  in  any  such  aspect  now.  I  will 
state  briefly  what  I  understand  to  be  the  reasons 
to  which  I  have  referred.  We  are  taught  to 
believe  by  those  persons  outside  of  this  House 
who  assume  to  know  all  the  truths  upon  which 
political  affairs  depend,  that  there  are  upon  this 
floor  about  eighty  gentlemen  who  make  the  Abo- 
lition or  Free-Soil  principle  their  governing  rule; 
about  sixty  who  concur  in  opposing  the  democ- 
racy, but,  in  their  estimate  of  the  importance  of 
this  Abolition  principle,  postpone  it  to  the  oues- 
tion  which  involves  tne  rights  of  our  naturalized 
fellow-citizens;  and  that  there  are  tome  seventy- 
five  who  stand  upon  the  Democratic  platform, 
recognizing  both  tne  propositions  which  I  at  first 
stated.  The  few  remaining  members  of  the  House, 
as  yet,  occupy  no  definedor  intelligible  position. 
Now,  sir,  a  remarkable  occurrence  has  taken 
place  upon  this  floor — an  occurrence  as  yet  unex- 
plained-feasting a  veil  of  mystery  over  our  pres- 
ent action,  and  exciting  much  more  indignation 
throughout  this  land  than  the  mere  negative 
causes  which  have  thus  far  prevented  our  organ- 
ization. Every  member  or  this  House,  I  am 
sure,  at  once  recalls  to  mind  the  occurrence  to 
which  I  refer.  When  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  CampbellJ  had  received,  as  a 
candidate  for  the  speakership,  a  number  of  votes, 
which  is  geneimUy  mdentood  to  have  indicated 
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the  true  force  «f  one  of  the  ale— nie  to  which  I 
have  a|lu4ed,  he  withdrew  hie  name  from  the 
canTABs;  and,  with  a  feeliag  whieh  drew  forth 
approbation  irom  every  quarter,  declared,  tngien^ 
erJU  itrmtf  that  hia  honor,  or  the  honor  of  tiie 
Ho«ae^we4id  <XKit  then,  withabaokite  certainty, 
know  which*  though  his  own  hostor  waa  under- 
atood  to  he  meant-— would  -be  inTolyed  in  any 
fUTFaagement  by  whidi  he  could  increase  his  vote. 
In  ^yiag  thisf  he  relerred  expressly  to  theorgan- 
iaation  cd^  the  coBMnittees  or  this  House  as  ihe 
subiect-nMktter  of  that  augig^sted  armncsmeot 
which  he  repudiated  with  acorn,  on  what  he 
called  a  <|ueaUo<i  of  honor.  Honor!  that  was 
the  word.  Having  referred  to  ihe  organiasation 
of  the  committees  of  this  House  as  the  touch- 
stone of  this  point  of  honor,  every  raan%  heart, 
of  course,  rose  to  his  moutk.  A  respect^  ap- 
nlicatioa  was,  boweiirer,  eAerwands  made  to  that 
nonorable  gentleman  Ao  develop  the  scope  and 
extent  of  his  meaning,  by  making  a  specincation 
of  the  .serious  chaige  which  he  haa  thus  advanced 
in  genercU  language .  ThatgeuUeman  best  Jsnows 
the  rule  of  his  own  eonduot. 

I  have  hitherto  been  aocustomed  to  believe  that 
whenever  a. general  charee  is  made,  itisappro- 
p^iale  to  roQuire  a  ^>ecincation.  This  is  espe- 
cially a  regular  inqjuiry  when  persons  present  are 
to  be  involved  in  any  inveeti^tion  consequent 
upon  the  charge.  I  beheve  &at  the  gentieMaan 
vom  Ohio  would  have  recognized  the  soundness  of 
this  rule  of  conduct,  and  would  have  given  us  the 
specincation*  if  the  request  had  proceeded  from  a 
quarter  from  which  he  thought  that  it  was  rightly 
addressed  to  him.  But  the  request  unfortunately 
was  made  bv  a  Democsat,  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Tenneasee,  [Mr.  Smith,]  and  as  one 
of  Its  took  the  liberty  thu«  to  put  Uie  question  to 
the  honorable  eentleman  from  Ohio,  he  claimed 
the  ri^ht  to  mtSke  a  specific  response,  or  not,  as 
he  might  see  proper.  I  agree  reluctantly  that, 
until  the  quesiion  is  asked  by  one  of  those 
whose  possible  connection  with  the  subject-matter 
of  the  diarge  might  be  suggested,  he  has  the  right 
thus  to  take  the  position  which  he  did  assume, 
and  to  sa^r  to  us  Democrats:  "Gentlemen,  I  will 
not  submijt  myself  to  your  cross-examination." 
Then  our  unfortunate  condition  is  this:  I  have  no 
tight  to  submit  the  gentleman  to  a  cross-exam- 
ination; neither  had  my  friend  from  Tennessee 
[Mr.  Smith]  the  right.  But  those  who  have  the 
right — those  anti-Efemoorattc  members  whom  the 
ohaige  concerns-^have  not  yet  seen  fit  to  ask  for 
a  apecificalikon.  We  therefore  accepted  thank- 
fully the  brief,  but  not  unimportant,  response 
which  the  distiiitguiahed  member  interrogated 
condescended  to  make.  His  remarkable  r^ly 
was,  in  words  or  in  eifect,  thai  he  reAised  to  give 
the  required  specification,  because,  by  doing  so, 
he  might  obstruct  the  organization  of  the  House. 
This  unquestionably  implied,  that  he  was  appre- 
hensive lest  a  premature  disclosure  of  the  whole 
of  the  truths  which  now  rest  within  his  own  secret 
knowledge  would  impair  the  vote  for  Speaker  of 
the  party  whose  success  he  desired. 

But,  sir,  there  have  since  been  further  develop- 
ments—striking developments-^rendenngwhatis 
Known  as  important  as  any  portion  of  that  which, 
unfortunately,  remains  unknown.  An  honorable 
gentleman  uom  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Bakks,] 
who  stands  on  the  same  party  plaAform  as  the 
honorable  geniieman  from  Ohio,  afterwards  re- 
ceived an  accession  of  a  suificient.  number  of  votes 
to  make  every  member  whose  mind  recurred  to 
the  impeclect  disclosures  of  the  gentlema«  firom 
Ohio,  desirous  to  learn  At>m  wlmt  quarter  that 
accession  come.  Except  for  the  sake  of  inlbrma- 
tion,  this  was  no  concern,  perhaps,  of  those  who 
are  not  voters  on  that  side  of  the  question;  but 
we,  the  J3emocratic  minority,  were  at  liberty  to 
regard  it  as  a  remarkable  fiiot,  that  a  gentleman 
put  forward  by  those  who  oocupy  the  same  poHt- 
jcaI  plat^Qom,  reeeived  tliis  huge  accession  of 
votes.  We  were  not,  for  any  great  lei^h  of 
time,  at  a  loss  to  know  the  cause.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Massachusetts ,  who  received 
this  accession  of  votes,  has  told  us— and  no  one 
doubts  his  fiinceriiy-<-that  he  has  not,  in  person, 
oc,  as  I  understood  him  to  mean,  thinough  the 
a^nay  of  oihtrs,  been  privy  to  any  such  i^nmnge- 
meni  as  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  had  rejected  as 
dishonorable.  The  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts^ telling  us  this,  we  fitllyoonfide  in  it.  Bat  we 
are  uMf  by ihialrieaiU^nA  fmnmikna^  that  ho  htm 


been  polttioaHy  eduoatsd  upon  Detnoeratic  prin- 
ciples, and  that  he  stood  originally  on  the  olat- 
foMB  of  these  principles.  However  iic  may  oare 
deserted  4hem,  he  must,  I  suppose,  while  praless- 
ing  them,  luuve  stcquired  adequate  knowledge  of 
the  modes  in  whieh  he  would,  if  elected  Speaker, 
be  aide  to  renreseBtany  constitueiicy  which  migibt 
happen  to  eloct  him. 

Now,  if  it  has  been  the  csfse  Uuft  eentiemen 
have  forborne  Co  pursue  with  him  the  pohoy 
which  was  adopted  with  such  a  failure  of  success 
with  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  we  ean  say  that, 

{irofitin^by  experience,  they  have  this  time  been 
ess  imprudent.  If  it  had  rcsted;there,  we  would 
not,  liowever,  have  been  at  fiiult  in  forming  an 
Opinion  as  to  their  motives  <md  purposes,  if  they 
snottld  by  success  become  his  constituents;  nor 
wcmld  we  have  been  at  a  loss  in  forming  a  con- 
ception of  the  chafaeter  and  tendency  of  the  rec- 
ommendations which  he  would  receive  from  those 
who  must  become  partidpanLs  in  hiseouncils.  We 
might  there£iH«  have  coi^ectured  the  character  of 
the  proposed  understanding  as  to  ihe  committees 
which  had  been  condemned  oy  the  gentleman  £rom 
Ohio.  But  it  did  not  rest  there.  Another -gentle- 
amn  firomC^io,  the  senior  member  of  this  House, 
[Mr.  GiDDiNGs,]  has  since  toM  us  on  this  floor 
what  would  be  the  precise  expectations  of  this 
constituency.  I  translate  into  plain  EInglish  the 
dedaratiofls  of  that  gentleman  ^us:  **  Make  the 
honorable  member  from  Massachusetts  Speaker, 
and  he  will  constitute  the  Committee  on  Territo- 
ries and  the  Committee  of  Elections,  and  certain 
other  committees,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  suit  the 
views  of  thoMe  who  stand  upon  the  Abolition 
platform,  and  he  will  compose  the  committees 
expected  to  bringforward  questions  ansing  under 
tin;  naturalization  laws,  and  cognate  questions 
involving  principles  of  civil  and  religious  liberty, 
in  the  mo<^  which  will  best  suit  the  views  of  the 
party  who  desire  to  claim  for  themselves  the  de- 
nonunation  of  *  American.  *  *' 

The  question  thus  aiises:  Ave  those  few  gen- 
tlemen on  this  floor,  who  profess  to  disapprove 
of  the  Democratic  organization  generally,  but 
QOficur  with  Democrats  in  desiring  to  sustain  the 
privileges  of  our  brethren  of  tlie  sAaveholding 
States*^  say,  are  the  gentlemen  who  compose 
this  portion  of  the  anti-Democratic  mnjonty,  to 
be  forced  into  the  new  oiganization  which  is 
pledged  explicitly  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  GbuDiNQsl  to  sscrifiee  what  these  gentle- 
men concur  with  the  Democratic  party  in  regard- 
ing as  constitutionally  simraateed  rights  o?  the 
sleveholding  States?  Upon  these  gentlemen  de- 
pends the  OGganisation  of  this  House.  I  Bow,in 
a  plain  and  an  honest  way,  confiding  in  their  sin- 
cerity, address  thtsm  thus:  You  have  to  choose 
between  ovUs  ^at  which  you  may  deem  the 
least.  An  Abolitionist^  or  the  Democratic  candi- 
date [Mr.  Rigmmuxson]  must,  sooner  or  later, 
be  elected  Speaker  of  this  House  by  a  minority 
or  by  a  pFumlity  of  its  votes.  If  you  deem  the 
choice  of  the  Democratic  candidate  a  less  evil 
than  that  of  an  Abolitionist,  voite,  if  you  see 
proper,  for  the  Democratic  oandidi^.  ii'^you  do 
so,  you  can  expect  aothing  from  him  or  from  the 
party  which  he  will,  in  that  case, represent.  We 
do  not  ask  this  of  you.  We  can  efier  you  noth- 
ing in  return  for  it.  He  will  stand  upon  the  Dem- 
ocratic platform,  supported  on  its  two-fold  base. 
You  desire  to  retain  your  honor;  it  is  your  con- 
cern to  judee  whether  this  can  be  your  mode  of 
doing  it.  But  take  the  opposite  course ;  allow  an 
organizoiion  through  a  plutality  vote,  or  other- 
wise, in  such  a  manner,  that  the  choice  will  ulti- 
mately ftil  upon  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, and  you  will  do  indirectly  that  which  you 
disclaim  the  purpose  to  do  directly.  You  will 
make  an  Abolition  organization  of  this  House. 
This  is  undoubtedly  we  pfcustical  question  pre- 
sented. 

Now,  sir,  those  gentlemen  stand,  as  I  fully 
believe,  with  perfect  honor  and  sincerity,  upon 
the  platform  of  not  directly  or  indirectly  pro- 
moting an  orgemization  which  shall  subvert  the 
constitutional  rights  of  the  slaveholder.  If  that 
be  so,  there  cannot  be  an  organizatioa  whUe  they 
maintain  their  praent  attitwie.  Well,  then,  has 
time  been  lost  in  ascertaiaii^  this  ?  I  say  no. 
The  questions  we  are  testing  m  these  ballots  are 
precisely  those  questions  which,  sooner  or  later, 
are  to  oe  tested  by  votes  on  this  floor.  The 
gnaty  the  intwestiiig  truth  which  tho  baUoting 


for  tbeoe  fUUen  days  has  estahiished  ia»  that  a 
minority  of  litts  House  are  not  in  favor^rf*  < 
of  the  NebraaJpa  biU;  not  in  iavor  of  «. 
the  elauae.of  that  bill  whsdi  sepealed  the 
Missouri  conpromise;  «nd  perhaps  not 
of  agitating,  m  any  4orm,  the  slavery  < 
with  a  view  'lo  the  saorifioe  of  the  rigMMi 
erty  of  the  isoothem  Sitates,  within  or 
their  limits.  Has  this  been  loss  of  tiaMf  jls; 
it  has  haded  the  wovndedieeiiMgB.of  Ihao  mttiBm» 
wad  has  restored  coofidencs  in  the  mtaiaiStf  of 
the  Constitution. 

I  fipsely  concede  that,  if  the  people  of  tltt ' 
States  were  fairly  representea  on  tius  fiooi 
would  be  great  force  in  the  argument  thatti 
purpose  of  organization  we  most  oaofifiofS' 
important  considerations,  and  isome 
portant  considerations  of  the  pending 
which  I  will  not  refer.  But  the  .Dem4 
this  door  believe  conscientiously  tfasA  tlwn 
of  the  United  States  are  not  reprei 
They  believe  4kaX  through  artifice  end  idci 
the  anti-Demooratic  ticket  succeededyus  it: 
not  have  succeeded  if  the  Democrats 
opposed  by  any  fair  and  open  oqeasozatioik^  I, 
sir,  standing  here  as  one  m  the  Uepn&«at0itm 
of  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  '  ' 
elected  last  year  by  a  bare  majotity. 
judging  from  what  has  since  occurred, 
nave  been  increased  more  than  a  hundi^-. 
the  election  had  been  held  lost  ftiM.  The 
and  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
of  Pennsylvania,  togetner,  are  composed  off  am 
hundred  and  thirty-mree  members.  Las^^ 
of  the  members  of  both  Houses  aimeoi"' 
convfflstien  to  choose  a  Senator  of  the 


States,  thirty  only  were  Deraoerats.    AM 
ot^rs  were  anti -Democratic.    ApcacUoal 
tion  of  great  utiiity  was  tliere  taught — a  qa 
like  that  which  we  are  now  inves  " 
At  that  time,  with  a  naajoiity  of  more 
to  one,  those  opposed  to  this  small  mi 
differed  among  themselves  that  they 
elect  A  Senator  of  the  United  States. 

Now,  an  election  has  intervened,  and  a& 
whelming  majority  of  both  branches  of 
gislature  is  Democratic.  Last  year,  the 
there  stood  as  the  minority  here  stands,  imi^ 
together.  Theconaequence  was,a»expos]|MmAr 
the  incompetency  of^.the  anti-Democoatio  pt^ 
to  unite  the  ftkctionscompcksing  it  in  order  to  fld* 
the  State  of  Pennsylvama.  liieir  incapnesy  4e 
govern  a  part  of  America  was  thus  ptmctiosi^ 
exemplified  and  tested.  The  result  has  bosB  thst 
the  present  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  ia  Dam- 
ocratic.  The  members  6£  the  present  Coo^tsi 
from  Pennsylvania  were  elected  when  .^i« 
Democratic  Legislature  of  last  year  was  el 
If  the  vote  had  been  taken  in  the  present 
the  result  would  have  been  reversed.  The. 
thing  has  occurred  in  other  StcUes. 

We  now  know  how  the  result  ofiasC  yoarV^ 
tion  was  brought  about.  As  eorlytasthe  yeavlfi&l, 
Henry  Clay  nad  put  in  writing  his  predmiisfi 
that  the  Democratic  candidate  for  the  Preatdeasy 
in  165S  would  be  elected.  One  of  the  loot  wotds 
of  Daniel  Webster,  uttered  in  October,  lB5tl, 
was,  that  if  he  should  live,  and  be  able  to  ofttond 
the  then  approaching  election,  jie  would  oast 
his  vote  for  the  Democratic  candidate,  of  wluioa 
election  he  aaid  that  Ite  ontertmned  no  dauht. 
Thus  both  tlie  distinguished  leaders  of  tho  fanner 
Whig  party  recognized  its  extinction,  ami  praph* 
esied  the  success  of  the  Democratic  ticiset.  IPhis 
liad,  for  eighteen  months  befbre  the  dectioo  of 
1652,  been  a  subject  of  rcpecded  oftd  cootimied 
prophecy.  The  consequence  of  that  propiMsy 
wan,  that  everywhere  the  Democratic  party  was 
numerously  reinforced  by  unsolicited  acoessioBS 
of  unfaithful  allies.  Corrupt,  deaigning^  saku* 
lating  politicians,  forced  tliemselves  iaito  ^te^ 
orgBLBization,and  swelled  their  apparent  mimbsfs. 

The  Democratic  party  throu^nout  the  land  had 
been  honest,  and  wore  unsuspicious.  They  bad 
been  in  the  habit  of  confiding  in  tiie  purity  of 
their  local  organizations.  Aner  the  prestdo&tial 
election  they  did  not  suspect  that  wherever  diaap" 
pointmeats  had  ensued  upon  the  distribulioo  of 
offices,  their  ranks  were  filled  with  discontented 
traitors.  When  those  traitors  united  thcmae)vi4 
with  Abolitionists, they  did  it  secretly.  So  they 
secredy  united  themselves  with  the  party  whica 
had  for  years  been  organized  for  the  proscription 
and  disnanchtMaisnt  of  our  patunuieed  4eilow* 
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a  majority  of  the  House  in  opposition  to  the  elec- 
tion of  Mr.  Banks  as  Speaker.  I  say,  then,  is 
there  any  way  by  which  this  majority  may  be 
brought  to  unite  ? 

The  record  shows  that  there  are  some  forty- 
odd  members,  not  belonging  to  the  Democratic 
rirty,  who  refuse  to  vote  for  Mr.  Banks.  Now 
ask  them.  North  and  South,  if  it  is  not  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  usages  of  party  everywhere 
in  the  country  that  they  should  go  with  tlie 
majority,  and  not  with  the  minority  ? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  Did  I  understand 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  to  say  that 
I  had  taken  pledges,  if  I  were  elected  Speaker,  that 
I  would  organize  the  committees  or  the  House 
against  the  South. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  No,  sir;  certainly  not.  I 
have  brouffht  no  charges  against  the  course  of, 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ohio;  and  let  me 
tell  him,  and  the  House,  that  I  approve,  I  in- 
dorse, his  manly,  open,  and  frank  bearing  during 
this  whole  contest.    I  would  like  to  be  able  to 

say  as  much  for [Here  Mr.  McM.  stopped 

short,  and  a  suspense  followed,  accompanied  by 
shouts  of  laughter,  and  cries  of  **  Call  tlie  roll  !**] 
No,  Mr.  Clerk,  you  need  not  call  the  roll  quite 
yet.  I  was  going  on,  when  interrupted  by  the 
gentleman  frOm  Ohio,  to  propound  an  interroga- 
tory to  the  gentlemen  or  this  House.  I  say,  I 
ask  the  national  men  in  this  House  belonging  to 
the  American  party — I  ask  the  Puller  men — I 
ask  the  gentleman  rrom  Alabama,  [Mr.  Walker] 
— I  ad(&esB  myself  especially  to  the  southern 
Know  Nothings — for  I  admit  that  the  southern 
Know  Nothing  party  upon  this  floor  is  more 
national  than  tnte  northern  Know  Nothing  party, 
and  certainly  much  more  national  than  the  Black 
Republican  party — I  appeal  to  these  gentlemen 
to  know  if  they  nave  the  right  to  expect  that  the 
plurality  of  seventy -four  men,  voting  for  Mr. 
KicHARDBON,  shall  come  over  to  the  mmority  of 
forty  men  who  have  voted  for  Mr.  Fuller? 

Mr.  COX.  I  will  answer  the  gentleman  when 
he  has  finished  his  remarks. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  shall  be  very  happy  to 
hear  the  gentleman's  answer,  and  I  will  give  way 
for  that  purpose  now,  if  he  prefers  it.  I  was 
goin^  on  to  say  that  it  would  be  magnanimous — 
ay,  sir,  it  would  be  magnanimous  and  liberal  for 
the  minority  of  those  who  are  acting  in  concert 
with  us  upon  a  common  principle — who  are,  in 
common  with  us,  battling  against  the  common 
enemy  of  the  institutions  of  the  South,  and  of 
the  institutions  of  the  country — the  Abolition- 
ists—I say  it  would  be  magnanimous  in  them  to 
come  over  and  join  us  of  the  majority.  I  ask 
those  gentlemen  to  reflect,  and  see  whether  it 
would  not  be  generous  and  liberal  on  their  part, 
as  well  as  just  and  right,  that  they  should  come 
over  and  join  us  in  the  organization  of  the  House? 
Let  them  vote  for  Mr.  Richardson,  or,  some 
other  national  man  of  the  Democratic  party,  by 
which  the  House  may  be  organized  upon  a  national 
platform.  They  certainly  cannot  ask  us  to  come 
over  to  them.  Notwithstanding  the  condition 
of  the  country,  it  would  be  contemptible  for  us, 
who  are  so  largely  in  the  majority,  to  come  over 
to  the  minority.  But,  sir,  the  condition  of  the 
House,  the  condition  of  the  country,  demands 
that  something  should  be  done. 

When  I  submitted  my  proposition  the  other 
day,  I  did  it  in  good  faitn;  and,  if  a  proper  time 
should  occur,  I  shall  a^ain  submit  it  in  a  some- 
what modified  form.  Aly  object  then  was,  and  my 
object  now  is,  to  place  the  House  in  a  condition 
where  it  can  proceed  with  the  business  of  the 
country;  for,  Mr.  Clerk,  disguise  it  as  you  may, 
the  question  of  slavery,  the  question  of  the  con- 
stitutional rights  of  the  South,  is  at  the  foundation 
of  all  our  dissensions  and  divisions  in  efl*ecting 
this  organization.  Sir,  let  me  t^ll  this  House 
again,  that,  dearly  as  I  love  the  Union — and  I 

{>rize  it  above  all  earthly  objects — whenever  the 
aws  of  this  Government  shall  cease  to  protect 
me  in  my  person  and  my  property — ay,  sir, 
whenever  we  shall  have  arnvea  at  that  point 
when  one  man  residing  in  the  South  shall  cease 
to  be,  in  the  eyes  of  the  law,  equal  to  another 
man  residing  in  the  North,  I  am  ready  for  dis- 
union, and  It  will  come.  I  beg  gentlemen  who 
are  opposed  to  the  majority  to  reflect,  and  to  con- 
tmue  to  reflect.  This  question  of  North  and 
South  is  involved. 
Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.    Will  the  gen- 


tleman from  Virginia  permit  me  to  ask  him  a 
question  ? 

Mr.  McMULLIN.    Certainly. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  would  ask  him  whether 
he  would,  under  any  circumstaiices,  be  willing 
to  let  the  Union  slide  7 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  Yes;  but  not  to  let  it  slide 
into  the  hands  of  the  Abolitionists.  [Laughter 
and  applause.]  I  consider  the  question  an  im- 
pertinent one,  and  not  of  the  character  of  those 
which  ought  to  come  from  one  member  to  another. 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER.  Does  the  gentleman 
ask  for  the  reason  why  the  minority  with  which 
I  act  cannot  go  over  to  the  majority  with  which 
he  acts?    Is  that  the  gentleman's  question? 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  Yes,  sir;  I  wished  to  un- 
derstand why  thry  did  not  come  over  to  us. 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER.  I  will  say  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  for  whose  patriotism  I 
have  much  respect,  that,  in  view  of  the  events 
which  have  transpired  within  the  last  few  days, 
it  does  become  some  of  the  gentlemen  with  whom 
I  have  been  acting  to  give  an  answer  to  the  ques- 
tion which  has  been  propounded;  and,  in  doing 
so,  I  must  be  allowed,  Mr.  Clerk,  to  recur  briefly 
to  the  events  which  have  occurred  in  this  Hall. 

We  have  assembled  here  under  extraordinary 
circumstances.  Public  events  within  the  last 
year  or  two  have  tended  powerfully  towards  the 
organization  of  great  antagonistic,  sectional,  and 
geographical  parties.  When  I  came  to  this  Capi- 
tol from  my  home  in  the  South,  I  saw  that  there 
would  be  an  eflfort  made  to  organize  this  House 
on  a  northern  sectional  platfbrm — aflecting  di- 
rectly, and  possibly,  in  the  end,  fatally,  institu- 
tions of  my  native  State,  which,  rather  than  be 
forced  to  sacrifice,  her  sons  would  promptly  im- 
peril their  lives  and  everything  earthly  that  is 
dear  to  them.  I  came  here  prepared  to  meet 
rational  and  patriotic  men  of  the  North  on  a  na- 
tional, middle  ground — that  of  the  Constitution 
and  the  Union — ^upon  a  basis  which  secures  to 
all  men,  whether  in  the  South  or  the  North,  those 
rights  which  our  revolutionary  fathers  determ- 
ined should  be  protected  by  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States. 

The  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Richard- 
son] was  nominated  by  my  colleague  [Mr. 
Jones]  as  the  Democratic  candidate.  Within 
a  few  days  afterwards  the  or^n  of  the  Admin- 
istration and  of  the  Democratic  party  announced 
to  the  public  that  Mr.  Greeley,  of  the  New  York 
Tribune,  had  declared,  and  truthfully,  that  the 
Democratic  party  might  unite  with  the  American 
party,  and  elect  Mr.  Fuller,  of  Pennsylvania, 
Speaker  of  the  House;  but  that  the  declaration 
was  very  safely  made,  for  the  thing  was  impos- 
sible; for  the  reason  that  the  Democratic  party 
had  planted  themselves  upon  a  platform  which 
they  never  would  abandon  for  the  purpose  of 
compromising  with  any  party.  Here  is  the  lan- 
guage of  the  \Vashington  Union: 

"  When  Mr.  Greeley  declared  on  Friday  that,  *  if  the 
Dcmocram  and  the  suuthenv  Know  Nothingo  ohooaie  to 
elect  FuLLKR  to-morrow,  they  can,'  he  spoke  Uie  tnith ; 
but  he  ran  no  rbk  in  the  statement ;  he  knew  that  Uich- 
AKDsoN  was  *  ilie  Democratic  cnndidate,'  and  he  knew, 
too,  that  at  the  besinnin^  of  a  great  presidential  canvnss 
Uie  Deuioerats  underittood  tlie  importance  uf  oi^anization 
too  weU  to  abandon  their  nominee  on  any  terms.  TMa 
fact  wUI  not  be  forgotten  by  the  people  ;  it  was  true  that 
tlie  Democrats  could  have  elected  Fullkr.  but  such  a 
res^ult  was  never  for  a  moment  contemplatea  by  any  one 
of  them." 

Now,  Mr.  Clerk,  Mr.  Fuller  is  a  national 
man  from  the  North,  who,  in  this  critical  junc- 
ture, unites  with  national  men  in  the  South  against 
further  agitation  for  disturbing  the  existing  laws 
connected  with  slavery.  .  I,  and  others  who  sup- 

§ort  Mr.  Fuller,  are  national  men,  from  the 
outh  and  the  North,  equally  opposed  to  every- 
thing which  may  tend  to  foment  further  agitation 
between  the  people  of  the  North  and  the  South 
upon  sectional  questions.  Now  wliat  was  that 
platform  which  could  not  be  abandoned  ?  The 
resolution  adopted  by  the  caucus  which  nominated 
Mr.  Richardson  attributed  to  gentlemen  with 
whom  I  act  a  diM^osition  to  deprive  a  portion  of 
the  American  people  of  their  **  civil  and  religious 
liberty.*'  This  resolution  or  platform  was  in 
these  words: 

"Rew/eed,  That  the  Democratic  members  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  though  in  a  temporary  minority  in  this 
body,  deem  this  a  nt  occasion  to  tender  to  their  fellbw-citi- 
zeus  of  Uie  whole  tTnion  their  hearU'ell  congratulations  on 
the  triumph,  in  the  recent  elections  in  several  of  the  north- 
ern, eastara,  tad  western,  as  vftU  as  aoottaem  States,  of  tlie 


princi^es  of  tlie  Kansas-Nebmf>ka  bill,  and  the  doctriani 
of  civil  and  relii^ous  liberty  which  have  been  so  violently 
assailed  by  a  secret  political  order,  known  an  the  Know 
Notliinff  party ;  and  Uiough  in  a  minority,  we  hold  it  to  be 
our  highest  duty  to  preserve  our  orj^aiiization  and  continiae 
our  eftorts  in  the  maintenance  and  defense  of  tHo«e  prinrt- 
pies,  and  the  consutuUonal  riglits  of  every  section  anderery^ 
class  of  citizens  against  tlieir  opponents  of  every  descnptkiD, 
whether  the  so-called  Republicans,  Know  Nothing  or 
Fusionists ;  and  to  this  end,  we  look  with  confidence  u*  the 
support  and  approbation  of  all  good  and  true  men — friende 
of  the  Constitution  and  the  Union  throughout  the  country.'* 

The  imputation  here  embraced  had  been  some- 
times maae  against  us  upon  the  hustings.  We 
repelled  it  there,  and  everywhere  when  made. 
While  it  may  be  deemed  legitimate  for  gentlemen , 
in  a  heated  canvass,  to  make  such  an  imputation, 
if  thought  promotive  of  success  in  the  conflict, 
and  while  I  did  not,  and  do  not  now,  complain 
of  it;  yet  here,  sir,  in  this  deliberative  body, 
when  gentlemen  who  profess  to  stand  with  me  m 
the  maintenance  of  the  Union  and  the  Constitu- 
tion— of  the  rights  of  the  people  North  and  Soatli, 
deliberately  undertake  to  stigmatize  me  in  their 
party  platrorm  with  occupying  a  position  of  an- 
tagonism to  the  civil  and  religious  liberty  of  the 
people,  they  erect  a  barrier  between  us  which  it 
IS  difficult  to  pass.  What  followed  next  ?  Whca 
a  gentleman  with  whom  I  have  had  the  honor  to 
act,  [Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,]  looking  to  the 
probability  of  a  majority  of  members  standing 
upon  a  middle  ground — one  conservative  of  the 
Union,  the  Constitution,  and  the  rights  of  all  our 
people — did  suggest  that  he  thought  it  time  for 
national  men  to  have  a  conference,  what  was  the 
response  ?    When  Mr.  Walker  said, 

*<I  am  anxious  to  see  this  House  organized.  I  «a 
anxious  that  this  House  shall  not  pass  under  the  coBtrri 
of  the  Republican  party.  I  shall  feel  it  my  duty  to 
every  possible  eflbrt  to  prevent  such  a  consummation 
that.  And  for  the  purpose  of  indicating,  here  and  eU^- 
where,  my  own  readiness  to  act  with  all  men  who  an 
really  conservative — to  act  with  men  who  are  opposed  to 
further  disturbance  on  this  exciting  subject  of  stavcry — to 
act  witli  men  who  still  acknowledge  their  obligati(ms  totiie 
Federal  Constitution— to  act  with  men  who  are  ftnpuei 
to  abide  by  the  existing  laws  on  the  subject  of  slavery ;  I 
say  here— and,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  I  think  that  in  this  I 
am  speaking  for  almost  the  whole  of  the  men  witli  whom  I 
have  thus  far  acted — I  am  wilhng  to  go  into  a  conftfrence 
with  nil  men  who  are  prepared  to  stand  on  that  baisia^^to 
confer  together,  and  see  if  tliey  cannot  devise  some  pUm  by 
which  tliere  may  be  a  safe,  healthful,  and  conBervui%-e 
organization  of  this  House'' — 

what  was  the  answer  given  by  the  author  of 
the  Democratic  platform,  [Mr.  Jones,  of  Penn- 
sylvania,] apparently  the  leader  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  in  this  House  ?  He  spurned  it.  He 
stated  that  the  Democratic  party  could  oorapro- 
misc  with  no  persons  unless  they  came  upon  the 
Democratic  platform.     He  said: 

"  The  Democratic  party  will  meet  in  no  caucus,  except 
in  a  caucus  called  by  that  party  itself,  and  on  its  wen- 
settled  principles.  That  is  the  only  political  caueuj  diat 
we  will  attend.    [Cries  of  <  Good,  good !'  and  laughter.]" 

Now,  Mr.  Clerk,  is  it  not  manifest  to  every 
gentleman  upon  this  floor,  that  as  an  honorable 
man,  as  a  man  who  has  respect  for  the  trust  re- 
posed in  him  by  his  constituents,  I  cannot  go 
over  to  the  Democratic  nominee,  though  a 
national  man,  while  I  am  thus  repelled  and 
unjustly  stigmatized — I  will  not  say  talsely  stig- 
matized, for  it  is  not  my  habit  to  use  expres- 
sions that  may  be  rcwu'ded  as  discourteous — but 
unjustly  I  say,  for  1  repel  the  imputation,  that 
we  would  deprive  any  noriion  of  the  American 
people  of  their  civil  ana  religious  liberties. 

A  Voice.  Did  not  Mr.  Marshall,  one  of 
your  party,  repel  this  suggestion  ? 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER.  It  is  true  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  [Mr.  HtJMpHRET  Mar- 
shall] did  say  that  he  had  no  disposition  to 
confer  with  such  gentlemen  as  had  stigmatized 
him;  but  it  was  subsequent  to  the  employment 
of  the  languao^  I  have  quoted  from  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Joves;]  and,  besides, 
my  Democratic  colleague  [Mr.  Smith]  liad,  on 
Monday,  used  similar  language  to  that  employed 
by  Mr.  Jokes  and  the  Washinj^ton  Union— say- 
ing, in  behalf  of  the  Administration  Democ- 
racy— **  We  receive  no  propositions,  and  we 
make  none,  on  this  side  of  the  House.'*  Now, 
sir,  while  it  is  confessed  that  they  could  elect  Mr. 
Fuller,  a  national.  Constitution-abiding  man,  if 
they  would,  we  are  not,  under  «uch  circum- 
stances, able  to  elect  Mr.  RicifARD»oN  if  we 
would.    Let  the  country  bear  this  in  mind. 

And  now  let  us  examine  that  otlier  powerful 
organization  in  this  House,  the  success  of  which 
is  daily  threatening  us  with  a  northern  sectional 
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day?    The  gentleman  ttoxti  \^pg5ma  seems  to  be 
doing  to. 

Mr.  McMtJLLIN.  I  hare  yielded  the  floor 
once  or  twice  for  explanation. 

Mr.  WALBRIDGE.  Well,  I  want  to  know 
whether  it  is  parliamentary  to  do  so  ?  Will  the 
gentleman  firorn  Virginia  answer  me? 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  call  the  gentleman  from 
Michigan  [Mr.  Walitridge]  to  order.  The  gen- 
tleman ^m  Tennessee  [Mr.  Wwcrir]  has  the 
floor. 

Mr.  WAI^BRIDGE.  Well,  I  wfsh  to  ask  the 
gentleman  iVom- Virginia  a  question.  [CricB  of 
^*  Order!"  "  Call  the  roll?"] 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
has  the  floor,  and  the  gentleman  from  Michigan 
desires  to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  a 
question. 

Mr.  WALBRIDGE.  My  question  is,  whether 
it  is  |>arliamentary  for  one  gentleman  to  get  the 
floor  in  the  morning,  and  farm  it  out  rfl  day  to 
his  friends? 

Mr.  McMtTLLIN".  A  gentleman  who  carries 
such  a  looking  head  as  that  upon  his  shoulders 
ought  not  tor  ask  such  a  question.     [Liughter.] 

Mr.  WRTOHT.  1  do  not  rise  for  the  purpose 
of  making  a  personal  explanation.  I  have  none 
to  make.  But  it  is  for  another  and  entirely  dif- 
fbrent  purpose.  My  colleague  [Mr.  Zolluc of- 
fer] is  a  gentleman  of  the  highest  respectability 
and  of  undoubted  patriotism.  I  woula  not  say  a 
word  to  injure  his  feelings,  or  the  feelings  of  any 
gentleman  upon  this  floor,  I  care  not  from  what 
section  of  the  Union  he  comes^  or  what  the  prin- 
ciples he  professes.  I  think  rt  mtrst  be  clear  to 
every  one,  that  gentlemen  who  belong  to  the  so- 
called  American  party  here  are  standing  out — I 
will  not  say  fkctiously — upon  what  they  consider 
to  be  an  insult  offered  to  them  by  the  caucus  of 
the  Democratic  party.  That  point  has  been  so 
fully  explained  uy  my  honorable  friend  from 
Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Jokes,]  that  I  deem  it  un- 
necessary to  say  a  word  with  re^rd  to  it.  The 
American  party  upon  this  floor,  m  persisting  to 
vote  for  Mr.  Puller — wholn  I  re^d  as  a  sound 
national  man,  on  the  ground  of  his  remarks  yes- 
terday, and  for  whom  I  entertain  the  highest 
respectr^are  making  the  principle  of  a  rimple 
change  of  the  naturalization  laws  paramount  to 
any  other  issue  before  the  country;  for  that  is 
all  this  House  can  eflfect.  They  deny  most  une- 
quivocaHy,  that  they  are  the  enemies  of  civil  and 
religious  liberty.  All  they  can  accomplish  is  to 
extend  the  period  of  the  naturalization  laws;  and 
this  question  they  make  paramount  to  the  ques- 
tion which  is  agitating  the  country  from  one  ex- 
treme to  tfie  other;  and  that,  too,  at  a  time  when 
one  hundred  and  six  honorable  gentlemen  have 
arrayed  themselves  here  in  solid  phalanx  against 
what  we  conceive  to  be  the  constitutional  rights 
of  the  citizens  of  the  southern  States. 

I  came  here  not  as  a  southern  man,  but  for  the 
purpose  of  cooperating  with  every  man  of  every 
section  to  maintain  the  Constitution  of  our  coun- 
try, and  to  guard  the  rights  of  every  State.  I 
have  the  honor  to  represent,  in  part,  a  State 
which  in  all  time  has  shown  herself  to  be  emi- 
nently national  and  conservative  on  all  questions, 
and  1  represent  a  constituency  who  arc  not  to  be 
intimidated  by  the  threats  of  honorable  gentle- 
men, but  who  •*  know  their  rights,  and  knowing, 
will  dare  maintain  them. "  I  am  not  one  of  those 
who  believe  that  this  Union,  hallowed  by  so  many 
glorious  recollections,  and  cemented  by  the  blood 
of  the  fathers  of  the  Revolution,  wiH  be  dis- 
solved; but  I  would  warn  gentlemen  that  there  is 
a  point  beyond  which  endurance  might  cease  to 
be  a  virtue.  GJentlemen  may  say  what  they 
please  with  regard  to  these  questions,  but  I  am 
one  of  those  who  entertain  an  abiding  faith  in  the 
good  sense,  the  justice,  and  the  patriotism  of  the 

feople  of  the  northern  States  of  this  Union;  and 
believe,  before  Heaven,  Aat  a  fair  expression 
of  public  opinion  from  that  section  of  our  coun- 
try would  hurl  from  power  and  from  place  that 
band  of  Representatives  who  come  here  enter- 
taining opinions,  as  heralded  forth  by  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Gioomcs,]  to- 
tally at  war  with  the  Constitution.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  the  second  sober  thought  of  the  North 
will  afllrm  the  action  of  many  of  then*  Repre- 
sentatives upon  this  floor.  I  believe  they  will 
raUy  to  the  support  of  the  Constitution  and 
of  the  Untoo;  and  that  they  wiH  sustain  every 


principle  contained  in  the  resolution  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic caucus. 

Then,  sir,  here  is  the  point  I  wished  to  make: 
that  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Zollicoffer,]  and  those 
who  arc  acting  with  him,  approving,  as  he  says 
he  does,  that  part  of  the  resolution  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic caucus  in  relation  to  the  Kansas  and  Ne- 
braska act,  is  making  the  insignificant  question 
(comparatively)  of  a  change  of  the  naturalization 
laws  paramount  to  the  great  question  of  the 
rights  and  independence  of  the  southern  Slates 
on  the  question  of  slavery.  I  therefore  call  upon 
him,  and  those  honorable  gentlemen  Who  cooper- 
ate with  him,  to  drop,  for  a  time,  his  sentiments 
— honest  ones,  I  have  no  doubt — on  this  question 
of  minor  importance,  and  rally  to  the  banner  of  the 
Democratic  party  on  this  floor,  whose  opinions 
on  the  one  great  question  he  has  announced  him- 
self to  favor.  Let  us  organize  this  House,  and 
do  the  business  our  constituents  sent  us  here  to 
do;  and  then  he  can  fall  back  on  his  advocacy  of 
a  change  of  the  naturalization  laws,  and  relieve 
himself  from  the  position  which,  I  honestly 
think,  he  now  occupies  of  preventing  an  organ- 
ization. These  remarks,  Mr.  Clerk,  I  submit  in 
the  kindest  spirit,  and  I  hope  they  will  be  so  re- 
ceived by  my  honorable  colleague  and  by  all 
other  gentlemen  on  this  floor. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  again  assure  the  House 
that  I  anxiously  desire  to  see  it  organized.  But 
yet  the  issue  nas  been  made  by  men  ot  the 
North,  and  we  are  ready  to  meet  that  issue  as 
becomes  men.  If  the  people  of  tlie  North  pro- 
pose to  indorse  the  sentiments  of  their  Repre- 
sentative's here,  let  us  know  it.  Let  us  know  the 
worst,  and  provide  for  it.  It  has  been  alleged 
against  us  in  this  part  of  the  House  that  in  cau- 
cus we  passed  a  resolution  pledging  resistance  to 
those  WTib  are  in  opposition  to  theJKansas-Ne- 
braska  bill  and  to  the  Administration.  Sir,  this 
is  no  time  for  me,  or  for  any  other  gentleman 
here,  to  enter  into  the  defense  of  the  Adminis- 
tration. But,  sir,  when  this  House  shall  have 
been  organized — and  organized  I  hope  it  wiH 
be~I  shall  be  one  of  the  first  and  most  forward 
in  doing  justice  to  the  present  Administration.  I 
do  not  want  to  be  understood  here  as  conveying 
the  idea  that  the  Administration  is  without  its 
faults.  But,  sir,  the  Administration  has  proved 
to  me  that  it  is  at  least  true  to  the  South  on  the 
constitutional  question,  or  the  question  of  ques- 
tions' which  is  now  ovcriying  and  absorbing  all 
other  questions.  The  Administration  has  been 
true  and  faithful  to  tht*  constitutional  rights  of 
the  South  on  the  slavery  question.  So  far  as  the 
Administration  is  concerned,  it  has  demeaned 
itself  as  becomes  a  patriotic  one,  having  due  re- 
gard to  all  portions  of  the  Confederacy;  and  at 
a  proper  time,  sir,  I  will  say  what  I  think  of  it. 
Gentlemen  may  talk  of  it  as  they  please,  but  I 
repeat,  that  at  a  proper  time  I  shall  defend  the 
Administration  with  all  my  ability  on  all  those 
questions  on  which  I  think  it  is  deserving  of 
support. 

But,  Mt.  Clerk,  I  have  been  mortified — not  only 
mortified  but  surprised,  at  the  position  taken  here 
by  some  of  my  southern  friends.  My  brethren 
of  the  South  will  pardon  me  for  what  I  say. 
There  are  good  men,  true,  patriotic,  Christian- 
hearted  men  from  the  South,  in  this  House, 
with  whom  I  respectfrilly  differ.  I  allude  to 
those  southern  gentlemen  who  belong  to  the 
American  party  as  they  call  it.  Sir,  I  am  not  the 
man  to  oppose  that  portion  of  my  friends  of  the 
South  on  account  of  their  attachment  to  that  party. 
I  know  that  many  of  my  fellow-citizens  at  the 
South  who  went  into  that  organization  arc  just 
as  good  and  patriotic  men  as  there  are  in  this 
country;  but  I  do  say,  sir,  that  they  have  been 
deceived,  misled,  and  imposed  upon  as  to  the 
doctrines  which  they  have  advocated  both  befbrc 
the  people  and  in  this  House.  A  portion  of  their 
doctrines  I  myself  am  prepared  to  indorse,  and  so 
are,  I  am  sure,  the  whole  of  my  Democratic 
friends;  but  others  of  their  doctrines  I  condemn. 
Whether  these  doctrines  enter  into  the  platform 
of  the  Know  Nothing  party  or  not  is  a  matter  of 
perfect  immateriality  to  me. 

Sir,  I  now  call  the  attention  of  the  House  and 
of  the  country  to  a  very  ffew  of  the  subjects  of 
difficulty  between  that  party  and  myself.  We 
have  heard  a  good  deal  said  in  this  liousc  and 
elsewhere  about  Americans  ruling  America. 
That  is  one  of  the  leading  dogmas  of  my  southern 


Know  Nothing  friends.  Now,  sir,  I  ask  those 
gentlemen,  where  they  will  find  one  member  here 
who  is  not  in  favor  of  the  same  principle?  Where 
is  there  such  a  man  here  ?  Who  is  he  ?  Whi  re 
is  he  from  ?  I  take  issue  just  here  with  the  gen. 
tlcmen.  Let  them  tell  me  where  is  the  man  who 
will  say  that  any  but'  Americans  are  to  rule 
America.  There  is'  no  gentleman  here  having 
any  such  idea. 

But,  Mr.  Clerk,  to  proceed  to  the  second  doma 
of  the  American  party !  They  are  opposed  to 
foreign  pauper,  convict,  and  folon  immiffratioD. 
Where,  sir,  is  the  man  in  this  House  who  tiaa  ad- 
vocated here  or  before  the  people  the  principle  of 
promoting  the  immigration  of  foreign  paupers, 
convicts,  or  felons  ?  There  is  no  such  man  nerfc. 
I  am  as  much  opposed  to  the  immigration  of  for- 
eign convicts,  paupers,  and  felons,  as  any  man  in 
the  country.  I  agree,  then,  with  the  Aimmotn 
party  as  to  that  proposition  also. 

But,  Mr.  Cleric,  there  is  a  third  dosna  of  this 
party  with  which  I  do  not  agree.  That  do|^^ 
18  opposition  to  Catholicism.  Now,  sir,  I  dtSex 
in  my  religious  ideas  from  the  tenets  of  the  Catlt- 
olic  cnurch  as  widely  as  the  poles  are  asunder;  but 
I  have  ever  been,  and  ever  will  be,  an  advocate  of 
the  doctrine  of  religious  freedom.  I  am  in  favor 
of  extending  to  every  man  the  liberty  ol"  worship- 
ing Grod  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  coo- 
Bcience. 

A  Vpict.    So  are  we* 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  But,  Mr.  Clerk,  my  friends 
from  the  South  will  pardon  me  for  saying  jiufc 
here,  that  I  cannot  agree  to  their  proscriptivc  con- 
stitution !  Look  at  their  constitution !  They 
talk  about  the  Democratic  platform  laid  down  is 
the  caucus.  They  have  objected  to  that  plat- 
form, and  say  that  it  is  oyring  to  it  that  the  House 
is  unable  to  organize.  They  say  that  the  caaae 
of  our  non-organization  is,  that  we  have  laid 
down  a  platform  which  has  reared  up  a  waU  of 
fire  between  them  and  us.  But,  Mr.  Ulerk,  I  a^ 
the  attention  of  this  House  to  this  important  &ct: 
what  matters  it  to  the  country  as  to  who  presides 
over  this  House,  if  our  southern  brethren  only 
come  with  us,  and  help  to  defeat  the  election  to 
the  speakership  of  an  Abolitionist,  and  help  to 
elect  a  Speaker  who  will  be  true  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  Constitution,  and  to  tlic  rights  of 
every  section  of  the  Union?  Why  should  they, 
by  their  action,  throw  tJie  House  practically  into 
the  hands  of  the  Abolitionists? 

I  have  designed,  in  submitting  these  remarks 
to  my  brethren  of  the  American  party  South,  to 
call  tneir  attention,  and  that  of  the  country  gjiso- 
erally,  to  the  constitution  under  which  that  par^ 
exists,  and  to  the  issues  therein  laid  down.  Pbc- 
trines  have  been  tliere  laid  down  whiclv  slioold 
never  {Prevail  in  this  or  any  other  country;  and 
they  must  pardon  me  for  my  humble  objection 
to  their  constitution^  as  I  deem  it  utterly  incom- 
patible with,  and  opposed  to  the  principles  of  this 
republican  Government  of  ours. 

Mr.  COX.  Will  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
allow  me  to  interrupt  him  for  the  purpose  of 
asking  him  a  question  ? 

Mr.  McMULLIN  yielded. 

Mr.  COX.  I  desire  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  McMullin]  to  state  the  particular 
Srinciples  of  the  American  platform  which  he 
eems  inconsistent  with  republican  liberty,  and 
hostile  to  the  institutions  of  the  country.  I  desivs 
him  to  state  them  specifically  and  in  detail. 

Mr.  MciyfULLIN.  I  wiU  do  so,  sir,  witK 
great  pleasure,  if  the  House  is  disposed  just  no\r 
to  hear  me.  [Criesof  *'No,no!"and  **GfoonI'T 
I  am  admonished,  Mr.  Clerk,  by  my  friends 
around  me  not  to  do  so  now,  [laughter,]  and  I 
am  disposed  to  accommodate  them. 

Mr.  COX.  Well,  I  will  withdraw  the  question 
for  the  present. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  will  inform  my  worthy 
friend  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Cox,]  that  at  a 
proper  time  hereafter  I  will  with  great  pleasure 
answer  his  question.  I  will  do  so  when  the 
House  is  organized.  I  will  show  him  that  my 
objections  to  part  of  the  Know  Nothing  constitu- 
tion are  of  an  insuperable  character,  and  I  think 
I  will  induce  the  gentleman  himself  to  think  that 
they  are. 

Mr.  COX.  If  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  McMcLLm]  is  not  willing  to  answer  ray 
question  now — and  I  know  his  reasons;  they  arc 
satisfkctory  to  me,  and  are,  doubtless,  proper 
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reasons — I  should  like  very  much  that  he  would 
yield  me  the  floor  for  explanation,  so  that  I  may 
vindicate  the  principles  of  the  American  party. 
[Cries  of  "  Oh,  certainly  he  will !"] 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  am  willing  to  accede  to 
the  gentleman's  request,  and  do  so  with  great 
pleasure. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Vbeinia.  Oh,  let  the  gentle- 
xnali  from  Yi^nia  finish  first,  and  then  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  can  go  on. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  Lest  I  should  be  accused 
of  occapyinf  the  floor  improperly,  I  will  not  hold 
it  longer.  1  conclude  by  saying,  that  if  the  gen- 
tleman from  Alabama  [Mr.  Smith]  persists  in  his 
reaoiution,  I  shall  propose  to  modify  it  before  the 
House  Totes  upon  it.  I  do  not,  howevel:,  think 
that  resolution  meets  the  wants  of  the  House  at 
all,  and  before  taking  my  seat  I  will  make  the 
motion,  which  I  think  is  the  better  one,  to  lay  the 
resolution  upon  the  table. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  does  not  understand 
the  resolution  of  the  ^ntleman  from  Alabama  as 
before  the  House,  and  therefore  no  motion  can  be 
made  to  laV  it  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  thought  the  gentleman 
ftt>m  Alabama  ofiered  it  this  morning. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Alabama 
stated  his  resolution;  but  it  was  not  sent  up  to 
the  desk,  and  the  Clerk  did  not  understand  it  as 
having  been  oflfered. 

Mr.  COX.  I  desire  to  say  something  upon  the 
resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  and 
if  it  is  not  before  the  House,  I  would  suggest  to 
that  gentleman  that  he  now  oflfer  it. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  will  ftesent  it  modified  at  the 
suggestion  of  gentlemeit  wliom  I  have  consulted. 
I  now  ofl*er  the  following  resolution: 

lUiohtdj  (fortbeinftmnalpromotkHiofbosineM,)  Tbat 
this  House  proceed  to  tbe  electicm  of  two  staoding  com- 
mitteeip-tbe  Conunittee  of  Waya  and  Means  and  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Afiain — upon  the  following  plan : 

l^e  Jtepablican  party  (votes  one  hundred  and  Ave)  shall 
iKmiflAte  four ; 

Tbe 'AdminiBtntiOBpttrqr  (voces  sevenQr-fbiir)  sfasll  immd- 
Inate  three; 

The  National  American  party  (votes  forty)  shall  nominate 
two; 

That  the  said  committees  shall  each  elect  its  chairman 
hr  a  majority  voce ; 

That  the  two  chairmen,  beginning  with  the  chairman  of 
the  Conunittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  shall  preside^  alter- 
nately, over  the  deliberaUona  of  the  House  until  a  Speaker 
■tan  be  elected ; 

Ttat  the  Home  devote  one  hour  every  day  to  tbe  recep- 
tlOB  and  reference  of  bills  and  petitions,  and  the  u^ual 
lestelative  business ;  and 

That  eUd  ciMdmittees  shall  be  dissolved  upon  the  election 
of  a  Speaker,  and  their  burin  ess  shall  pass  into  the  hands 
of  tbe  committees  appointed  by  tbe  Speaker. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Alabama,  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  COljL^Bo  rose  and  addressed  the  Clerk. 

The  CL^K.  The  gentleman  from  Alabama 
is  entitled ff  tbfiLfloor. 

Mnf OD^.  iChought  I  had  obtained  the  floor 
beforaM||nfB3i!lion  was  oflfered  by  the  gentle- 
man from^lKama.  I  desire  to  speak  upon  that 
resolution,  and  for  that  purpose  I  claim  the  floor. 

The  CLERK.  The  Ckrk  recognized  the  gen- 
tleman from  Alabama.  He  has  no  recollection 
of  recognizing  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  and 
he  does  not  know  now  he  obtained  the  floor,  un- 
less bv  some  arrangement  made  with  the  gentle- 
man uom  Virginia. 

Mt.  COX.  I  took  the  floor  after  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  took  his  seat,  and  have  not 
yielded  it,  except  for  the  gentleman  to  oflbr  his 
resolution. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  will  state  that  it 
was  his  understanding  that  the  gentleman  fVom 
Virginia  yielded  the  floor  to  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  and  that  aAer  both  took  their  seats,  it 
was  awarded  to  the  gentleman  from  Alabama. 
The  Clerk  has  no  power  in  the  matter.  He 
recognized  the  one  ne  supposed  entitled  to  the 
floor. 

Mr.  COX.  I  certainly  did  not  mean  to  cast 
any  imputation  upon  the  Clerk  of  the  House.  I 
simply  wished  to  state  that  I  had  not  yielded  the 
Hoor. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  ask  if  the  gen- 
tkman  ijom  Virginia  did  not  move  to  lay  the 


resolution  upon  the  table  ?  If  so,  no  one  can  be 
entitled  to  the  floor,  for  the  motion  is  not  de- 
Imtable. 

The  CLERK.  The  resolution  was  not  then 
before  the  House,  and  therefore  the  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table  could  not  be  made. 

Mr.  JONES.  Then  there  was  nothing  before 
the  House  ? 

The  CLERK.  There  was  not  at  that  time. 
The  gentleman  from  Alabama  has,  however,  since 
oflered  his  resolution,  and  it  is  now  regularly  be- 
fore the  House.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
states  that  he  obtained  the  floor  and  did  not  yield 
it.  The  Clerk  therefore  supposes  he  is  entitled 
to  the  floor. 

The  remainder  of  the  debate  of  to-day  has  been 
withheld  for  revision.  Such  was  the  confusion 
in  the  Hall,  that  the  reporters  could  not  trust  to 
their  notes.    [It  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.] 
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The  Clerk  called  the  House  to  order  at  twelve 
o'clock,  m. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  COX,  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  resumed 
his  remai;ks  and  said:  I  am  much  obliged  to  the 
House  for  the  kindness  manifested  to  me  in 
allowing  me  to  close  to-day  the  few  remarks  I 
desire  to  make.  The  request  was  made  upon  my 
partsimply  on  account  of  the  state  of  my  health, 
which  has  been  such  for  several  days,  and  was 
such  yesterday,  as  to  make  it  scarcely  possible 
for  me  to  flnisn  my  remarks.  I  shall  endeavor 
to  do  so  to-day,  and  as  briefly  as  possible.  Be- 
fore I  begin  this  morning  to  discuss  any  par- 
ticular question,  I  will  say  to  gentlemen  that  I 
do  not  desire  to  be  considerea  as  wasting  the 
time  of  the  Houce. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS,  (interrupting.)  Will  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  allow  me  a  moment 
for  personal  explanation  before  he  proceeds  with 
his  remarks?    I  wish  only  a  moment. 

Mr.  COX.  It  has  no  reference,  I  suppose,  to 
the  discossion  I  am  engiiged  in? 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.    None  whatever. 

Mr.  COX.    It  will  not  consume  much  timeJ^ 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.    Onljttwo  or  three  minulw. 

Mr.  COX.    I  yield,  then. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  am  much  obliged  to  the 
gentleman .  I  merely  wish  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  some  remarks  in  the  Congressional 
Globe  of  this  morning,  purporting  to  have  been 
uttered  by  the  gentleman  from  Virgmia,  [Mr.  Mc- 
MuLLiN.j  In  alluding  to  myself^  he  is  reported 
as  having  said 1  see  some  gentlemen  are  impa- 
tient. It  is  a  matter  of  very  little  importance; 
but  I  do  not  wish  to  be  misrepresented,  and  for 
that  reason  frankly  requested  rrom  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  the  privile^  of  the  floor  for  the 
purpose  of  correcting  the  misrepresentation .  The 
gentleman  from  Virginia  is  reported  to  have  said: 

•'  Bui  when  that  member  [Mr.  Giddinos]  gets  up  in  bis 
place,  and  acts  such  a  part,  and  makes Bucta  a  speech  aa  he 
did  the  other  day,  such  conduct  cannot  be  allowed  to  pass 
without  condc^mnation.  He  declared  to  this  Hou'^c  and  to 
the  country,  that  the  Government  would  go  into  the  hands 
of  the  North,  that  the  Abolition  party  would  elect  a  Presi- 
dent, and  then,  that  the  Union  should  be,  and  ought  to  be, 
dissolved.'* 

I  do  not  know  whether  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia uttered  those  words  or  not;  I  can  only  say 
that  he,  or  his  reporter,  has  put  into  my  moutn 
language  which  1  never  used,  which  I  never 
thought  of,  and  which  I  never  expect  to  thinker 
utter.  I  thank  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  for 
the  opportunity  to  make  this  correction. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  certainly,  sir,  do  not 
understand  myself  as  having  said  that  the  mem- 
ber from  Ohio  threatened  the  dissolution  of  the 
Union.  I  did  not  desio^  to  be  so  understood.  I 
reeard  myself  as  having  said,  that  that  member, 
when  upon  the  floor,  nad  said,  that  when  the 
Government  of  our  country  should  go  into  the 
hands  of  the  JSi  orth— when  that  section  should 
succeed  in  getting  the  Senate  and  the  Presidency, 
then  that  the  South,  which  talks  of  dissolving  the 


Union,  should  not  dissolve  the  Union.  I  said 
that  that  member,  upon  former  occasions,  had 
assumed  to  himself  the  risht  to  hold  up  fiie  lash 
over  the  southern  slaveholders,  and  over  the 
southern  members  of  Congress.  I  did  condemn 
the  course  of  that  gentleman.  I  have  nothing  to 
take  back — not  one  word;  and  my  constituents 
will  justify  what  I  said. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  One  word  more,  if  the  gen- 
tieman  from  Kentucky  will  aHow. 

Mr.  COX.  I  think  the  gentlemen  are  about 
equal. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  The  gentleman  from  Vw- 
ginia  says  I  spoke  of  tlie  North  getting  control 
of  the  Government.  I  did  not  use  that  language; 
I  never  intended  to  use  it;  nor  did  I  use  it  upon 
that  occasion.  As  to  replying  to  the  gentleman 
from  Virgima,  I  know  no  man  in  this  Hall  will 
expect  me  to  do  so  any  further  than  to  correct  a 
palpable  misrepresentation. 
Mr.  COX.  I  was  about  to  remark- 
Mr.  McMULLIN.  One  word,  if  the  gentle- 
man pleases,  before  he  proceeds.  What  does 
that  member  mean  when  ne  says  he  supposes  no 
member  will  expect  him  to  reply  to  me?  What 
does  he  mean  when  he  says  he  will  not  reply  to 
language  which  I  use  ?  Does  that  member  sup- 
pose that  he  is  capable  of  insulting  any  one? 
["Order!"]  Order  yourself.  I  am  too  well  aware 
when  I  am  out  of  order.  But  when  I  am  at- 
tacked and  assailed,  as  I  have  been  wantonly, 
by  that  contemptible  member  of  this  House,  I 
will  defend  myself.  [Cries  of  **  Order,  order  !* "I 
Rise  in  your  place  and  raise  the  question  or 
order,  and  not  sit  in  your  seats  and  cry  "  Order !" 
when  you  cannot  be  known. 

Mr.  COX  then  resumed  the  floor,  and  occupied 
it  for  two  hours.  In 'the  course  of  his  remarks 
he  yielded  to  many  gentlemen  for  eprolanation 
and  interrogatories.  His  speech,  withheld  for 
revision,  will  be  published  in  the  Appendix. 

Mr.  PECK.  1  desire  to  ask  the  attention  of 
the  House  for  a  moment,  in  order  to  reply  to  the 
remarks  which  have  fallen  from  my  colleM;ue 
from  the  third  district  of  Michigan,  [Mr.  Wal- 
BRmoE.l  I  understood  him  to  say  that  in  his  dis- 
trict, an  honorable  Senator  from  Michigan,  during 
the  last  canvass,  admitted  the  right  of  Congress  to 
legislate  upon  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  Terri- 
tories of  the  United  States.  I  am  apprehensive  that 
the  House  may  derive  some  erroneous  impression 
fVom  those  remarks,  and  that  it  may  inter  there- 
from that  the  Democratic  party  of  the  State  of 
Michigaii  carried  on  that  canvass  txpon  the  basis  of 
that  position.  I  rise  simply  to  i^rise  the  House, 
if  such  be  the  inference,  that  it  will  labor  under 
a  wrong  impression.  Whatever  may  be  the 
opinion  of  that  Senator  upon  that  question,  he 
will  doubtless  take  occasion  to  state  it  in  the 
proper  place  and  at  the  proper  time;  but  I  desire 
to  state  for  myself,  thatm  conducting  the  canvass 
in  my  own  district,  I  took  the  position  that  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  had  no  power, 
cither  by  a  direct  grant  from  the  Constitution,  or 
by  implication  therefrom,  to  legislate  upon  the 
subject  of  slavery  in  the  Territories.  That  po- 
sition I  asserted,  and  it  was  maintained  through 
the  canvass  by  all  the  leading  Democratic  papers 
throughout  the  State.  All  the  recognized  organs- 
of  the  party  maintained  the  same  position. 

In  regard  to  other  positions  I  have  nothing 
now  to  say.  Upon  the  proper  occasion,  and 
when  it  will  be  less  embarrassing  to  the  business 
of  the  House,  I  trust  I  may  receive  the  indul- 

fsnce  of  the  House  to  define  my  position  wherein 
differ  from  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, [J.  Glanct  Jones,]  in  the  opinion  that 
the  people  of  the  Territories  have  no  power  to 
le^slate  on  tlie  subject  of  slavery,  until  they  form 
a  State  constitution. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georsia.  We  are  near  the  close 
of  the  third  week  of  the  session,  without  an 
organization.  The  charge  has  been  made  from 
every  quarter  in  this  House  that  the  Democratic 
party  is  responsible  for  this  want  of  ore:aiiization. 
As  a  member  of  that  party,  acting  with  it,  giving 
to  its  action  here,  since  the  commencement  of 
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the  session,  my  hearty  and  cordial  approval,  I 
rise  to  say  a  word  in  defense  of  the  position 
which  it  occupies  before  the  country,  ana  to  jus- 
tify that  position.  When  the  char^  is  made  by 
those  who  profess  to  have  a  majority  in  this 
House,  by  those  whose  sentiments  are  reflected 
by  the  senior  member  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Giddingb,] 
and  most  of  whom  have  been  casting  their  votes 
for  Speaker  for  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, {Mr.  Bakks,] — a  party,  between  whom  and 
the  Democratic  party,  there  is  no  sympathy  of 
feeling,  or  sentiment,  on  any  question — the  only 
reply  1  feel  called  upon  to  make  in  behalf  of  the 
Democratic  party  is,  that  we  are  in  the  minority. 
It  is  a  source  of  gratification  to  them.  They 
have  congratulated  the counuy  upon  the  fact,  and 
surely  the  minority  cannot  bo  held  responsible 
for  the  want  of  oi^janization. 

But  the  charge  is  made  by  another  political 
organization  in  uiis  House,  between  a  portion  of 
whom  and  the  Democratic  party  there  is  a  sym- 
{)athy  of  sentiment  on  the  great  disturbing  ques- 
tion of  the  day,  which  has  so  deeply  moved  the 
public  mind  of  the  country,  and  a  more  extended 
reply  to  the  charge  coming  from  them  is,  per- 
haps, demanded.  It  has  been  said  repeatedly, 
and  it  has  gone  forth  to  the  country,  that  the 
failure  of  the  national  men  in  this  House  to  unite 
in  the  election  of  a  Speaker  is  attributable  to  the 
resolution  passed  by  the  Democratic  caucus 
which  nominated  the  gentleman  from  Illinois 
[Mr.  Richardson]  for  Speaker;  that  that  resolu- 
tion has  erected  a  barrier  between  the  Democratic 
party  and  those  who  hold  national  sentiments 
upon  some  subjects  in  common  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party;  that  that  barrier  cannot  be  passed 
by  them,  and,  therefore,  tliat  we  are  responsible 
for  the  fkilure  of  an  organization. 

It  requires  a  brief  recurrence  to  the  history  of 
the  past  two  years,  to  respond  to  this  chaise. 
At  the  time,  sir,  when  the  contest  was  waging 
and  waxing  warm  in  the  northern  States,  when 
all  political  organizations  in  the  northern  States 
outside  of  the  Democratic  party  were  warring 
upon  it  on  account  of  its  nationality,  when,  for 
years,  it  had:  stood  firm  against  those  assaults 
from  every  quarter  and  from  every  faction,  there 
suddenly  sprung  up  a  secret  political  organiza- 
tion, shown,  by  subsequent  history,  to  be  either 
the  offspring  or  the  natural  ally  of  those  Free-Soil 
organizations  which  had  for  years  warred  upon 
the  national  principles  of  the  Democratic  party. 
The  elections  transpired.  The  friends  of  these 
national  principles  in  the  North,  which  had  been 
illustrated  by  the  passa^  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska 
bill,  and  which  nnd  been  maintained  for  years 
by  the  national  Democracy,  were  stricken  aown. 
I  need  only  ask  you  to  cast  your  eyes  over  iliis 
House,  to  see  who  occupy  the  seats  which  were 
fiUed  by  those  friends  of  the  Constitution,  and 
then  to  ask  you  through  whose  instrumentality 
were  those  men  driven  from  this  Hall,  and  their 
places  supplied  by  those  who  respond  to^the  sen- 
timents of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Gm- 
DiKOB,]  and  who  are  now  casting  their  votes  for 
Speaker  for  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  Banks.]  u  was  not  the  work  of  the  old 
organizations  at  the  North.  They  were  incapa- 
ble of  effecting  it.  It  was  effected  by  those  wno, 
sympathizing  with  them  in  Free-Soil  sentiments, 
struck  down  the  banner,  so  to  speak,  which  they 
had  before  carried  in  open  day,  and  hid  it  from 
the  light  of  day;  and  there  conspiring  against 
the  best  interests  of  this  country,  and  a^instthe 
constitutional  rights  of  that  section  of  it  which 
I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent— combining 
their  secret  power  and  influence  with  the  open 
enemies  of  the  Constitution  and  of  the  rights 
of  the  States,  were  enabled  to  break  down  and 
destroy  the  power  of  the  national  Democratic 
party  m  the  northern  States,  and  to  fill  these 
•eats  with  the  advocates  of  sectional,  fanatical, 
and  unconstitutional  doctrines. 

Sir,  when  the  news  of  these  things  was  earned 
to  the  South ,  when  the  tidings  of  these  results  were 
brought  to  the  people  of  my  section  of  the  coun- 
try, tnere  was  one  general  expression  of  regret 
and  mortification  among  all  who  could  forget 
their  enmities  to  the  Democratic  party.  If  there 
were  any  who  rejoiced  in  these  results — ^if  there 
were  any  whose  ffeeUngs  and  views  were  repre- 
sented by  that  portion  of  the  public  press  of  the 
South  wno  heralded  not  the  triumphs  of  Free- 
Soilism,  but  the  defeat  of  national  Democracy, 


such  were  few,  I  trust,  in  number.  These  results, 
howev<»r,  created  a  universal  feeling  through  all 
the  southern  States,  that  the  time  had  arrived 
when  with  us  there  should  be  but  one  voice,  one 
people,  one  party,  in  defense  of  rights  dear  to  us 
as  the  Constitution  of  our  country,  which  were 
now  being  warred  upon  by  a  sectional  organiza- 
tion at  the  North,  as  indicated  by  the  return  of 
members  to  this  House,  carrying  before  it  triumph 
and  success  through  the  northern  and  western 
States.  All  our  people  felt  the  time  had  come 
v'hen  we  should  stand  firm  and  true  by  those 
men  and  that  party  at  the  North  who,  by  their 
votes  and  conauct,  had  proved  themselves  true 
to  the  Constitution.  There  was  no  man  at  that 
hour  who  would  have  risen  before  a  southern 
constituency  and  called  to  the  stand  northern 
Free-Soilers  to  prove  the  want  of  soundness,  and 
nationality,  and  true  principles,  in  the  men  who 
had  been  sacrificed  in  defense  of  their  constitu- 
tional rights.  Why  was  the  South  notunited  then  ? 
Why  did  she  not  speak  but  one  voice  in  common 
with  those  national  Democrats  who,  in  times 
past,  had  stood  here  in  defense  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  who  have  stood  here  a  firm  and  un- 
broken phalanx  from  the  commencement  of  this 
session  down  to  the  present  moment  ? 

Sir,  I  may  not  be  authorized  to  speak  of  what 
occurred  in  other  States;  but  I  will  sp6ak  in  ref- 
erence to  what  transpired  in  my  own.  In  the 
hour  in  which  this  sentiment  prevailed,  there  was 
unknown  to  us — unknown  to  the  Democratic 
party  as  it  now  f>tands  organized — a  secret  polit- 
ical organization  springing  up  in  our  own  midst; 
and  before  we  were  aware  of  it,«e  large  part  of  our 
people  were  bound  by  solemn  oaths  and  obliga- 
tions to  subject  their  fellow-citizens  to  a  new  test 
unknown  to  the  past  political  history  of  the  coun- 
try, and,  as  we  honestly  believed  then  and  now, 
violative  of  the  constitutional  rights  of  many 
good,  worthy,  and  patriotic  citizens  of  this  land; 
while  the  Democracy  of  my  own  State  stood  pre- 
pared to  unite  with  every  man.  North  and  South, 
who  had  stood  by  the  Constitution,  seeing  that 
this  question  to  which  I  have  alluded  had  over- 
whelmed all  other  questions,  and  had,  indeed, 
become  the  paramount  question  of  the  day,  as 
illustrated  here  in  three  weeks*  partisan  debate, 
where  there  has  not  been  one  word  said  outside 
of  this  question,  save  as  to  the  one  to  wliicfi  I  am 
also  alluding.  While  we  occupied  this  position — 
while  we  were  thus  united — while  we  spoke  as 
one  man,  with  one  voice  and  one  heart — while 
there  was  a  universal  spirit  of  feeling  of  sympa- 
t^  throughout  our  land,  it  breaks  upon  us — to 
iflra  homely  expression — like  a  clap  of  thunder 
from  a  clear  sky,  that  there  exists  in  our  own 
midst  a  secret  political  organization,  having  for 
its  object  the  proscription  of  Catholics  and  foreign- 
born  citizens;  and  tnese  new  tests  are  applied  to 
test  the  orthodoxy  of  every  man  in  our  State  be- 
fore we  are  permitted  to  cooperate  with  them. 
Gentlemen  say  there  was  no  such  test  submitted — 
none  such  to  be  found  in  the  Philadelphia  platform, 
none  such  to  be  found  in  their  pubhshea  declara- 
tion of  principles.  I  know  not  how  it  may  be  in 
other  States.  In  my  own,  I  looked  not  merely  at 
your  Philadelphia  platform.  I  did  not  content 
myself  with  inquiring  as  to  your  published  dec- 
laration; but  being  enabled  to  look  a  little  further 
into  this  matter,  I  inquired  into  your  oatlis  and 
obligations,  to  ascertain  what  test  you  intended 
to  apply  to  myself  and  to  those  acting  with  me. 
And  that  I  may  be  distinctly  understood,  and 
that  my  reasons  may  not  be  misapprehended  for 
the  course  I  have  marked  out  for  myself,  I  beg 
leave  to  read  two  or  three  lines  only  from  those 
oaths  taken  by  a  portion,  if  not  by  all,  of  the 
Know  Nothing  or  American  party  of  my  own 
State: 

"  That  you  will  not  vole  nor  give  your  influence  to  any 
man  for  any  office  in  tbe  gift  of  tbe  people  unless  he  be  an 
American-bom  citizen,  in  fbvor  of  Americans  ruling  Amer- 
ica, nor  ifhe  be  a  Roman  Catholic." 

I  leave  it  to  those  whose  tastes  may  dictate,  to 
inquire  into  and  make  the  discovery  whether 
these  sentiments  areembodied  in  the  Puiladelphia 
platform  or  not.  Again,  I  find  an  oath  in  these 
words: 

"  You  will,  when  elected  or  appointed  to  an  oflictal  na- 
tion, conferring  on  you  the  power  to  do  so,  remove  all  for- 
eigners, aliens,  or  Roman  0ath6liea  fVom  office  or  place, 
and  that  you  will  in  no  case  appoint  such  to  any  office  or 
place  in  your  gift." 

These  oaths  were  openly  defended  and  justified 


by  these  individuals  in  the  canvass  in  the  State 
of  Georgia;  and  when  they  applied  to  me,  and  to 
my  friends  acting  with  me,  this  teat,  we  rejected 
it.  Who,  then,  is  responsible  for  the  division 
in  my  own  State  ?  Who  is  responsible  for  the 
fact  thp.t  Georgia,  upon  this  floor,  does  not  speak 
one  uimed  voice?  I  put  no  test  to  my  frienas of 
the  American  p€u*ty ;  I  raise  no  barriers  between 
them  and  myself.  They  erected  tliem  and  placed 
them  there,  and  thoy  are  responsible  for  tnem. 

If  gentlemen  mean,  when  they  say  that  this 
party  are  not  in  favor  of  proscription,  that  thoy 
nave  not  taken  these  oaths  and  do  not  justify 
them,  then  I  would  ask  of  them  what  is  their 
political  faith  ?  But  if  they  are  the  advocates, 
the  defenders,  or  the  apologists  of  these  oaths, 
then  I  say  to  them  that  the  barrier  between  us  is 
deep,  wide,  and  impassable,  until  by  their  own 
act  they  remove  it.  The  contest  in  my  State  was 
carried  on  upon  the  issue  formed  upon  these 
principles;  and  the  voice  of  Georgia,  in  coounoa 
with  that  of  her  sister  States  of  this  Union,  pro- 
nounced a^nst  these  oaths  upon  that  issue. 

Well,  sir,  the  representatives  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  met  in  this  Hall  at  the  commenoeroent 
of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  and  what  did 
they  do?  They  placed  in  nomination  for  tbe 
office  of  Speaker  the  gentleman  from  Illinois, 
[Mr.  Rich  Anns  on;]  and,  sir,  we  have  the  testi- 
mony of  more  than  one  gentleman  upon  this  fioor 
voting  against  hun  that  there  is  no  personal  ob- 
jection to  him. 

Mr.  BOCOCK,  (in  his  seal.)    Nor  political. 

Mr.  COBB.  There  may  be  political  obiections 
with  some.  I  say,  there  are  no  personal  objec- 
tions to  his  election.  Why,  then,  can  they  not 
support  him  and  vote  for  his  election,  agreeing, 
as  they  do,  with  him  upon  the  great  issue  in- 
volved in  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill?  Be- 
cause of  the  resolution  adopted  by  our  caucus. 
That  resolution  extends  to  our  countrymen  all 
through  this  land  our  heartfelt  congratulations 
upon  the  triumph  of  the  principles  of  the  Ne- 
braska and  Kansas  bill  in  many  of  the  recent 
elections.  Do  our  friends  desire  us  to  withdraw 
those  congratulations  ?  Is  there  any  objection  to 
that  expression  of  feeling  upon  the  part  of  the 
Democratic  party  in  caucus  ?  Dbes  tnat  furnish 
any  impediment  to  the  support  which  a  national 
man  may  desire  to  give  to  the  nominee  of  the 
Democratic  party  ?  I  apprehend  not.  Certainly 
no  such  objection  can  come  f^om  any  national 
man. 

We  also  extended  our  congratulations  to  our 
countrymen  upon  the  triumph  of  the  principles 
of  civil  and  religious  freedom,  as  antagonistical 
to  the  principles  and  doctrines  contained  in  those 
oaths  which  I  have  read  to  you  here.  WelJ,  if 
you  do  not  approve,  justify,  and  defend  the  prin- 
ciples embodied  in  tnose  oaths,  let  me  ask  you 
what  is  the  demand  you  make  at  our  hands? 
You  yourselves  have  erected  the  barrier;  we  bar* 
triumphed*  over  it;  and  because  we  extend  our 
congratulations  to  our  countrymen,  upon  that 
event,  you  demand  that  we  must  taK^  back  those 
congratulations.  * 

Mr.  REIA.DE.  I  thought  you  said  you^%cre  in 
a  minority  in  this  House.  WklLt^th«|^#l»  you 
mean  by  the  triumphs  you  have  lAie^ia  r 

Mr.  COBB.  The  gentleman  did  not  understand 
me.  If  the  balance  of  the  House  have  so  misun- 
derstood me,  I  have  spoken  to  but  little  purpose. 
I  am  speaking  of  the  triumph  of  the  people,  in 
common  with  the  Democratic  party,  in  various 
States  of  tliis  Union,  over  a  party  which  carried 
before  them  the  bcmner  of  proscription,  wit^  oaths 
and  obligations  in  their  hands.  I  never  exS^beied 
a  triunipn  in  this  House. 

Mr.  READE.  Will  the  gentleman  again  allow 
me  to  ask  him  what  he  means  by  triumph?  The 
gentleman  days  he  has  triumphed  over  tnc  Amer- 
ican party.  1  did  not  understand  him  to  mean 
that  ne  had  triumphed  in  this  House,  but  in  the 
country.  I  ask,  tlien,  what  do  you  mean  by  tri- 
umph m  the  coimtry,  unless  you  have  reference 
to  tne  elections ;  and  if  you  have  triumphed  in  the 
elections,  why  have  you  not  returned  a  Democratic 
majority  in  this  House  against  the  American 
party  ?  If  you  have  not  done  that,  how  have  you 
triumphed  ? 

Mr.  COBB.  I  will  trouble  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  to  work  out  this  problem:  Have 
not  these  principles,  of  opposition  to  proscription, 
triumphea  in  tne  elections  that  have  been  held 
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Bubsequent  to  the  election  of  many  members  of 
this  House  ?  and  is  it  not  possible  tiiat  there  may 
be  gentlemen  upon  this  door  qow  holding  their 
seats  in  defiance  of  the  public  sentiment  in  the 
districts  they  profess  to  represent?  Take  your 
time;  work  it  out  leisurely,  and  let  us  littpw  the 
result -when  you  have  ascertained  it.       *• 

I  was  alluding  to  the  position  which  we  occu- 
ied^and.to  whatis  demanded  of  us  by  our  friends. 
f  these  principles,  embodied  in  their  oaths  and 
(^ligations,  do  not  bind  any  Representative  on  this 
^oor  connected  with  the  national  American  or- 
ganization, then  the  resolution  passed  by  the 
Democratic  caucus  constitutes  no  impediment  in 
the  way  of  their  giving  their  support  to  the  nomi- 
nee of  that  party.  If  they  do,  nowever,  defend 
and  24>proTe  these  principles,  then  I  ask  them 
with  wnat  justice  and  with  what  propriety  can 
they  call  on  us  to  withdraw  our  congratulations 
to  tne  country,  when  they  refuse  to  take  back  the 
obnoxious  principles  over  which  the  triumph  I 
have  alludea  to  has  been  gained  ?  As  desirable 
as  the  organization  of  this  House  may  be  to  the 
Democratic  party,  as  desirable  as  it  may  be  to  a 
large  majority  of  the  people  of  tlie  country  that 
the  organization  shall  fall  into  our  hands,  I  say 
frankly  and  candidly  to  my  friends  of  the  national 
American  order,  that  a  Democratic  organization 
of  this  House  never  will  be  purchased,  with  my 
vote,  by  the  sacrifice  of  the  principles  involved  in 
the  resolution  passed  by  the  Democratic  caucus. 

lliree  great  principles  arc  illustrated,  or  fore- 
shadowea,  by  that  resolution:  the  rights  of  the 
States;  freedom  of  conscience;  and  the  rights  of 
the  foreiffn-born  citizen.  When  war  ceases  by 
the  Repuolican  party,  as  they  term  themselves, 
oipthe  nrst  principle,  and  when  war  ceases  on  the 
two  latter  ones  by  the  American  party,  it  will  be 
time  then  to  co  nsider  th»  necessity  of  unnng  these 
issaes  longer  before  the  country.  When  that 
time  arrives,  we  shall  not  only  be  in  Georgia  and 
in  the  South ,  but  thrmiff||int  this  broad  land,  one 
people,  expressing  one  Yolce  and  one  sentiment. 
t,yery  man  in  whose  bosom  beats  a  patriotic  aiid 
national  heart,  would  hail  such  an  epoch  with 
sincere  gratification.  I  entertain  no  nope  that 
this  80-<^led  Kepublican  or  Free -Soil  party  will, 
by  any  action  of  theirs,  facilitate  such  a  result. 
There  are  elements  in  the  other  organization  to 
wliich  ap  appeal  can  be  made  with  stronger  hopes 
for  a  patriotic  response.  Let  them  remove  the 
barriers  which  their  test  oaths  and  proscriptive 
doctrines  have  erected  between  them  ana  the 
Democratic  party,  and  the  work  of  consolidating 
the  entire  national  sentiment  of  the  country  in 
one  part^  is  accomplished.  Wc  shall  sti^id  a 
firm,  united,  and  invincible  phalanx,  under  the 
proud  banner  of  the  national  Democracy. 

One  objection  made  to  our  course  is,  that  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Richardson]  is  the 
nominee  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  we  are 
afiked  to  withdraw  him  and  to  unite  in  the  election 
of  another  man.  In  other  words,  there  being  no 
personal  objection  to  the  candidate  of  the  Demo- 
^-'ratic  party,  and  there  being  no  political  objection 
to  him  which  does  not  equally  apply  to  every 
member  of  that  party,  we  are  askea  to  give  our 
rotes  tftULOther  candidate.  For  what  purpose? 
There  can  be  but  two  purposes:  one  is  to  aban- 
don the  principles  upon  which  we  have  stood — I 
hare  disposed  of  that;  and  the  other  is  to  waive 
the  Deniocratic  organization.  To-day,  though 
reduced  in  numbers  on  this  floor,  thatpcuty  occu- 
pies before  the  country  perhaps  a  prouder  position 
than  it  ever  did  before.  My  southern  frienc^,  do 
}rou  ask  me  to  abandon  the  Democratic  organiza- 
tion Aj  Ae  hour  in  wliich,  purged  of  the  last  Free- 
Soil  sentiment  that  disturbed  its  harmony  and 
destroyed  its  power  and  usefulness,  it  is  entering 
^n  a  new  career  of  triumph  of  Democratic  ana 
t^Qititutional  freedom?  I  cannot  respond  to  your 
request.  Beheving,  as  I  do  in  my  nonest  judg- 
|nent,  that  the  best  interest  of  this  country,  if  not 
Its  very  existence,  depends  on  the  preservation 
of  the  national  Democratic  party,  f  will  never 
"Mndon  that  organization  as  long  as  the  banner 
which  floats  over  it  has  inscribed  upon  its  fold  the 
principles  to  which  I  am  in  body  and  mind  thor- 
oughly and  unfalteringly  devoted  now  and  forever. 

autf  sir,  some  representatives  of  the  national 
American  party  have  expressed  feelings  and  sen- 
timents Wy  no  manner  of  means  in  accordance 
jviih  the  feelings  and  views  presented  by  my 
frwnd  from  Alabama,    [Mr.  Walker,]  who 


opened  the  debate  on  this  question.  My  friend 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Humphrey  Marshai^l] 
utterly  repudiated  the  idea  that  we  should  unite 
and  cooperate  together  in  the  organization  of  this 
House.  He  has  nedled  his  banner  to  the  maA. 
It  is  his  will  to  stand  or  fall  by  it.  Be  it  so.  But 
it  is  ungenerous  for  them  to  quarrel  with  me 
for  a  devotion  to  my  banner,  when  they  them- 
selves are  prepared  to  fall  or  to  triumph  by  their 
own .  The  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
his  colleague,  [Mr.  Cox,]  invites  us  not  only  to 
abandon  our  organization  and  our  principles,  but 
to  unite  with  him  in  the  election  of  the  candidate 
for  whom  he  has  cast  his  vote. 

Mr.  COX.  The  gentleman Vill  pardon  me. 
He  is  mistaken  about  my  naming  any  individual 
for  whom  we  shall  cast  our  votes. 

Mr.  COBB.  1  supposed  that  it  would  be  for 
a  gentleman  of  the  gentleman's  party. 

Mr.  COX.  Certainly  it  would  be.  The  gen- 
tleman will  allow  me  to  say  a  word  in  explana- 
tion. I  trust  that  I  never  was  understood  as 
inviting  the  Democratic  party  to  abandon  a  single 
one  of  their  principles.  I  never  did  so,  and  never 
will.  I  told  the  gentlemen  on  that  side  of  the 
House  that  it  was  impracticable  for  me,  with  all 
the  -southern  men  of  the  American  party,  to  elect 
a  Democratr  but  I  had  no  authority  to  say  that, 
if  I  desired  it,  I  could  carry  them  with  me.  I 
said,  however,  that  a  man  of  that  party  could  be 
elected  if  the  Democrats  would  support  him. 
They  might  vote  for  him  under  protest. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  would  rather  embody  my  pro- 
test in  my  vote.  It  demands  fewer  explaiia- 
tions,  and  is  more  acceptable  to  the  country.  I 
thought  that  the  gentleman  asked  me  to  cast  my 
vote  for  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
Fuller;!  he  says  now  for  some  member  of  his 
party.  I  will  say  frankly  and  candidly  to  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  that  if  this  House 
were  never  to  be  organized  without  it,  my  vote 
would  never  be  given  for  the  representative  of  any 

Sarty  which  1ms  inscribed  on  its  banner  the 
octrine  of  these  oaths  and  obligations;  and  I 
should  regret  extremely,  apart  from  that  consid- 
eration, to  cast  my  vote  for  the  gentleman  ftrom 
Pennsylvania,  because,  in  the  act  of  doing  it, 
there  would  rise  up  before  me  the  ghost  of  the 
murdered  Wright,*  who,  by  that  gentleman's 
constituency,  and  by  his  aid  and  cooperation,  was 
stricken  down,  because  he  ^ave  his  vote  for  the 
Kansas-Nebraska  bill,  which  my  friend  from 
Pennsylvania  says  he  would  have  voted  against, 
if  he  had  been  a  member. 
.  Mr.  COX.  Will  the  gentleman  from  Georgia, 
as  he  addresses  his  remarks  to  me,  allow  mdlio 
make  one  remark?  It  is  this:  he  declares  that, 
on  account  of  the  proscriptive  character  of  the 
obligations  of  the  American  party,  he  never  will 
vote  for  a  member  of  that  party.  I  leave  it  to 
the  country  to  determine  whetner  he  has  pro- 
scribed that  party  himself,  or  whether  or  not  they 
are  the  proscribers.  I  say  that  to  save  my  coun- 
try I  will  take  a  good  man,  I  care  not  to  what 
party  he  belongs.     [Applause  in  the  galleries.] 

Mr.  COBB.  I  cannot  save  my  country  by 
voting  for  a  man  who  does  not  recognize  the 
fundamental  principles  of  the  Constitution  of  my 
country.  It  may  be  but  an  honest  diflerence  of 
opinion;  and  whilst  1  cheerfully  yield  to  others 
the  right  of  entertaining  their  own  opinions  in 
their  own  way,  I  shall  certainly  exercise  the 
same  right  of  judging  of  the  best  mode  of  main- 
taining my  own.  In  this  case  I  have  sufliciently 
indicated  both  the  principles  I  hold,  and  the 
mode  by  which  I  shsul  vindicate  them.  The  sal- 
vation of  the  country  is  not  to  be  secured  in  that 
way. 

1  have  not  risen  to  go  into  a  wide  discussion  of 
those  principles  which  have  been  brought  before 
the  House,  but  I  did  feel  that  silence  longer  would 
be  unjustifiable,  when  fVom  every  qucuter  I  heard 
these  assaults  made  upon  the  Democratic  party, 
and  that  party  held  responsible  for  tlie  want  of  or- 
ganization. I  will  not  now  go  into  a  discussion 
of  principles  outside  of  those  looking  to  the  ques- 
tion of  the  responsibility  for  the  organization  of 
the  House,  but  at  the  proper  time  I  do  desire  to 
be  heard  before  this  House  upon  the  principles 

•  Mr.  Wright  WM  a  member  of  the  last  Congrew,  a 
national  Democrat,  and  voted  for  the  Nebraska  Dill,  ai^d 
was  defeated  for  reflection  by  Mr.  Fuller,  tbe  Americaa 
,  candidate  fur  BfMaker. 


of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill,  and  upon  the  differ- 
ences which  exist  in  the  Democratic  party  in  re- 
ference to  it.  I  trust  I  shall  be  able  to  show  uC 
that  time  that,  although  there  do  exist  differences 
of  opinion  upon  abstract  points,  yet  that,  on 
the  greaif  leading,  practical  idea  contained  in  the 
bill,  there  is  but  one  voice  and  one  sentiment 
in  the  Democratic  party.  Adopt  what  theory 
you  please;  carry  out  what  views  you  please, 
entertained  by  gentlemen  of  the  Democratic  party 
varying  from  each  other,  they  all  come  at  last  to 
the  great  practical  point,  that  the  will  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  territory  shall  control  and  decide  the 
question  of  slavery,  and  that  I  shall  attempt  to 
elucidate  before  this  House  at  the  proper  time. 
My  object  now  simply  is  to  speak  of  the  organ- 
ization and  the  difficulties  attending  that  organ- 
ization. I  have  given  my  own  views,  and  justi- 
fied my  own  conduct  in  reference  to  the  past,  and 
it  will  justify  my  conduct  in  the  future.  I  am 
upon  tno  line  wnich  duty  and  my  principles  havs* 
marked  out  to  me,  and  I  shall  continue  upon  thai 
line  to  the  closing  scenes  of  this  drama. 

Mr.  FOSTER  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  would  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Greorgia,  who  has  just  taken  his 
.seat,  a  single  question. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  do  not  wish  to  interfere  with 
the  time  of  my  colleague.  We  all  know,  from 
what  has  occurred  here,  that  these  questions, 
when  propounded,  lead  to  debate,  and  thus,  per- 
haps, half  a  dozen  speches  are  inserted  in  one 
gentleman's  speech.  I  should  prefer  not  to  in- 
terfere with  my  colleague's  time. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  Well,  if  the  gentleman  pre- 
fers not  to  answer  the  question,  I  will  not  put  it. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  WiU  the  genUe- 
man  from  Georgia,  who  has  the  floor,  allow  mo 
to  ask  a  question  of  his  colleague? 

Mr.  WHEELER.  What  I  wanted  to  know 
was,  if  the  gentleman  ftom  Georgia  held  the  opin- 
ions he  has  to-day  expressed  when  he  supported 
the  Whig  party  of  Greorgia? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  f  desire  to  propound  one 
question. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  did  not  hear  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  Wheeler.] 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  would  like  to  ask  tho 
gentleman  if  he  has  not  changed  his  opinionn 
since  he  united  with  the  Whig  psurty  of  Georgia, 
in  opposition  to  the  Democratic  party,  and  was 
elevated  by  them  to  offices  of  trust  and  profit  ? 

Mr.  COBB.    Not  in  the  least. 

Mr.  WHEELER.    That  is  aU.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  COBB.  The  question  propounded  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  shows  that  he  does 
not  understand  the  history  of  that  question;  and, 
before  he  makes  a  point  upon  it,  I  would  advise 
him,  as  a  matter  of  prudence  and  discretion,  to 
study  it.    [Laughter,  and  cries  of  **  Grood."] 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  thank  the  geuUeman  for 
his  advice;  but  would  it  not  havel>een  as  well 
for  him  to  have  explained  his  position  when  ho 
was  attacking  national  men  ? 

Mr.  COBB.  It  would  not,  for  the  simple  rea- 
son, that  it  needs  no  explanation  with  those  who 
understand  it,  and  those  who  do  not  understand 
it  have  no  right  to  expect  any.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  WHEELER.  Very  satisfectory.  [Much 
laughter.] 

Mr.  COBB.    I  am  very  happy  that  it  is  so. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    I  desire  to  inquire  of  the 

gentleman  from  Georgia  why  he  charges  the<«no 
undred  and  six  gentlemen  who  have  voted  for 
the  honorable  member  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Banks]  with  entertaining  principles  adverse  to 
the  Constitution?  Is  it  because  we  claim  the 
right  under  the  Constitution  of  our  country  to 
exclude  slavery  from  the  common  territory  of 
the  Government  ?    Is  that  it? 

Mr.  COBB.  My  reply  now  will  be  a  very 
short  one. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  In  other  words,  does  the 
gentleman  consider  what  is  commonly  called  tlie 
Wilmot  proviso  a  violation  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States? 

Mr.  COBB.    Whenever  I  have  the  floor-. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    You  can  have  it  ntw. 

Mr.  COBB  — and  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
sees  proper  to  propound  that  question  to  me 
with  unhmited  control  of  the  floois  to  speak  as 
long  as  may  be  necessary  to  answer  his  ques- 
tion,  I  will  reply  with  great  pleasure.  I  perceive 
that  the  gentleman  has  been  reading  the  Con- 
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gressional  Globe  containing  the  debaitefl  which 
occurred  heretofore.  I  should  judge  so,  at  least, 
as  he  commences  his  inquiries  with  the  same 
auestion  that  I  hare  heretofore  ansvrered  upon 
tnis  floor.  I  want  no  better  justification  for  the 
position  which  I  hare  assumed,  that  a  party  of 
gentlemen  are  warring  upon  the  Constitution 
and  riehts  of  the  States,  than  I  find  in  the  fact 
Chat  the  sentiments  defended  by  the  gentleman 
himself  seem  to  meet  with  a  response  upon  the 
part  of  the  gentlemen  who  are  associated  with 
nim.  

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    What  gentlemen? 

Mr.  COBB.  By  those  with  whom  the  gen- 
tleman has  acted  from  day  to  day. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  We  claim  here  the  right, 
under  the  Constitution,  to  exclude  slavery  from 
the  common  Territories  of  the  Government.  I 
understand  the  gentleman  to  charge,  that  in  this 
respect  we  violate  the  principles  of  the  Constitu- 
'  tion,  and  I  submit  to  this  House  and  to  the  coun- 
try, whether,  after  having  made  that  charge,  as 
he  has  this  morning,  the  question  which  I  put  to 
him  is  not  legitimate. 

The  honorable  gentleman  tells  me  he  perceives 
that  I  have  been  reading  the  Congressional  Globe. 
More  than  that,  let  me  tell  him;!  have  been  read- 
ing the  Journals  of  Congress,  and  I  discover 
there  that  he  has  an  opinion  upon  this  great  con- 
stitutional question.  I  think  I  am  entitled  to  his 
opinion  now. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  entertain  no  doubt  upon  the 
subject.  Do  you  want  to  bring  me  to  my  vote 
upon  the  Oregon  bill? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  do  not  wish  to  bring 
you  to  your  vote  upon  the  Oregon  bill  alone,  but 
if  you  chargje  me  with  sectionalism,  and  a  dis- 
position to  violate  the  Constitution  of  my  coun- 
try because  I  maintain  that  Congress  has  power 
to  exclude  slavery  from  the  Territories,  I  am 
prepared  to  justify  niyself  by  the  highest  au- 
thority known  to  this  Government,  andto  fortify 
myself  by  the  action,  hitherto,  of  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  himself.  The  gentleman  will  allow 
me  to  refer  him  to  his  past  record,  so  that  he  may 
be  a  little  more  guarded  in  future  in  making 
charts  against  these  one  hundred  and  six  hon- 
orable members  of  this  House,  as  being  faithless 
to  the  Constitution;  and  also,  by  way  of  vindi- 
cating the  position  we  intend  to  maintain.  I 
have  oeen  learning  some  lessons  from  the  wis- 
dom of  the  honorable  gentleman  in  past  times, 
and  I  hope  we  may  learn  more  in  future. 

In  1846,  there  was  a  question  before  this  body 
of  vast  consequence^to  our  country.  It  was  the 
annexation  of  Texas;  and  pending  that  proposi- 
tion here,  a  provision,  upon  the  motion  of  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Douglas,] 
was  introduced,  which  I  will  read.  I  take  it  for 
granted  that,  in  that^Congress,  members,  before 
Uiey  voted,  were  sworn  to  support  the  Constitu- 
tion.   This  is  the  proviso: 

«  Jind  in  iuch  state  or  Stata  a»  $haU  be  formed  out  of 
$aU  T^trritoriff  north  of  accid  Minouri  compromUe  Une^ 
davtry  or  iiwohmtary  servitude  (eaxeptfor  crUnee)  ehatl  be 
prokihUed." 

Now,  Mr.  Clerfc,  I  submit  to  the  House  and 
to  the  country  that  this  provision  does  not  sim- 
ply claim  for  Congress  tne  jurisdiction  of  this 
question  and  place  the  restriction  over  the  TVrrt- 
tor^f  but  it  goes  far  beyond  that.  It  provides  that 
when  the  squatters  or  the  sovereigns  thereof 
shall  form  a  State  constitution — ^when  they  shall 
be  ready  to  come  into  the  Union  as  an  independent 
sovereignty — they  shall  not  then  have  the  right 
to  tolerate  slavery. 

Now,  I  do  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of  makin? 
a  speech,  by  any  mecms,  but  for  the  purpose  of 
repeUing  the  gentleman's  assault  with  his  own 
vote.  In  the  record  of  that  vote,  I  find  from  the 
State  of  Georgia  the  name  of  the  distinguished 
gentleman  whom  we  have  just  heard  speak  re- 
corded in  the  aflirmative. 

I  have  said  thus  much,  not  with  a  view  of  going 
into  debate,  for  I  have  heretofore  said  I  should 
not  do  that  unless  some  question  arose  in  which 
my  own  reputation  as  a  member  of  this  body 
was  involved.  The  charge  of  sectionalism  and 
a  disposition  to  violate  the  Constitution,  which 
I  have  sworn  to  support,  having  been  made 
against  those'with  whom  I  have  been  actino;,  I 
felt  bound  to  vindicate  myself  thus  far,  and  in 
this  way. 

As  to  this  matter  of  Americanisila,  I  will  attend^' 


to  it  at  the  proper  time.  I  stand  ready  to  defend 
all  the  leading  characteristic  principles  of  that 
organization.  But  the  time  has  not  yet  arrived. 
*^here  may  be  a  difficulty  in  reference  to  this 
matter  of  slavery;  there  may  be  some  trouble 
upon  the  subject  of  agitation  and  silent  acquies- 
cence, which  the  fViture  will  remedy.  Before  I 
take  my  seat,  however,  I  will  sav  to  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Kentucky^,  [Mr.  Humpbret 
Marshall,]  who  seems  to  claim  the  right  to  read 
out  of  that  organization  every  man  who  will  not 
pledge  himself  against  agitation  upon  this  ques- 
tion, that  I  regard  free  thought  and  free  discus- 
sion upon  all  gr^t  questions  as  the  vital  idea  of 
true  American  inde^^endence;  and  I  would  rather 
make  myself  physically  his  abject  slave  for  life, 
than  to  enslave  my  thoughts  and  yield  my  right 
as  a  member  of  the  American  Congress  to  free, 
full,  and  fair  discussion. 

Mr.  HUMPHREY  MARSHALL,  The  gen- 
tleman will  allow  me  to  say  that  I  do  not,  to  use 
his  own  elegant  and  eloquent  language ,  assume 
that  gentlemen  should  come  here  with  padlocks 
upon  their  mouths,  nor  do  1  ask  that  members 
of  the  American  party  shall  not  entertain  and 
express  what  sentiments  they  choose;  but,  sir,  I 
speak  of  the  American  party  as  a  political  or- 
ganization, and  I  say  I  do  not  recogilize  any  per- 
sons as  belonging  to  that  political  organization, 
which  has  published  to  this  country  a  set  of  sen- 
timents upon  a  particular  subject,  unless  those 
persons  subscribe  to  those  sentiments.  The  gen- 
tleman might  as  well,  it  seems  to  me,  call  all  these 
Republicans,  Democrats,  as  call  them  Ameri- 
cans; and  he  would  come  much  nearer  to  the 
mark,  in  fact,  than  by  identifying  with  the  Ameri- 
can party  those  who  enter  this  Hall  with  a  set 
of  principles  which  he  cannot  discuss,  which  he 
cannot  enforce  without  a  violation  of  that  prin- 
ciple which  declares  that  they  are  willing  to  rest 
upon  the  laws  as  they  exist,  for  the  purpose  of 
avoiding  agitation. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Geoi^ia.  The  views  presented 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Campbell]  in 
respect  to  my  record  are  perfectly  familiar  to  us. 
He  has  discussed  them  otlcn. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    No  doubt  of  it. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  have  received  assaults  in  rela- 
tion to  that  record,  an^  I  have  defended  my  action 
to  my  own  satisfaction,  andto  the  satisfaction  of 
my  constituents,  and  I  shall  in  this  Congress  re- 
peat my  defense  if  it  be  necessary. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Tlie  gentleman  will  now 
understand  what  I  desired  to  show — ^that,  if  we 
propose  to  violate  the  Constitution,  we  have  an 
esSTmple  for  doing  so. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  I  rise,  Mr.  Clerk,  not  with  a 
view  of  making  a  speech.  I  felt  inclined,  a  few 
days  ago,  to  seek  the  floor,  not  to  make  a  speech, 
but  to  present  a  proposition  by  which  I  supposed 
we  would  be  able  to  organize  the  House.  Since 
that  time  I  have  had  no  anxiety  to  get  the  floor; 
and  it  was  as  far  from  my  expectation  thb  morn- 
ing, when  I  came  into  the  Hall,  that  I  should  be 
to-day  on  my  feet  for  the  purpose  of  addressing 
the  House,  as  anything  could  possibly  be.  I 
feel,  however,  called  upon  to  say  a  f^w  words  in 
reply  to  the  speech  of  my  honorable  coUeague 
[Mr.  Cobb]  wno  has  just  taken  his  seat;  and  I 
promise  the  House  that  I  will  not  be  tedious;  I 
do  not  intend  to  spread  out  my  remarks.  I  am 
not  going  to  argue  at  length  upon  any  question, 
but  to  present  my  views  very  briefly  on  some  of 
the  points  made  by  my  colleague.  I  would  pre- 
mise, however,  that  it  did  occur  to  me,  from  day 
to  day,  while  we  were  balloting  here  for  presiding 
ofiicer  of  this  House,  that  we  were  acting  like 
children.  There  was  something  asserted  on  this 
floor  which,  I  believe,  is  not  true,  to  wit:  **That 
the  Opposition  was  in  the  majority."  You  have 
frequently  heard  that  declaration  made  on  this 
floor.  They  say  the  Opposition  is  in  the  major- 
ity; and  why  does  not  the  Opposition  organize 
the  House  ?  Now  I  ask  the  question,  opposition 
to  what?  Is  it  to  the  present  Administration? 
Do  I  understand  gentlemen  to  assert  that  every 
man  in  this  House  who  casts  his  vote  for  the 
nominee  6f  the  Democratic  party  indorses  the 
present  Administration  ?  Am  I  so  to  understand 
It?  If  I  am  not,  then  it  is  not  to  the  Administra- 
tion that  we  stand  in  opposition.  To  what  is  it, 
tl^en,  that  we  stand  in  opposition?  Is  it  to  the 
principles  embraced  in  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill? 
Be  it  so.    Taking  that,  then,  as  the  test,  I  deny 


that  we  have  had  any  demonstration  that  there  im^ 
on  this  floor,  a  majority  in  opposition  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  that  bill.  Where  has  it  been  demon- 
strated ?  Has  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts^ 
[Mr.  Bakxs,J  who  represents  the  anti-Nebraska 
feeling  .on  this  floor,  been  enabled,  as  yet,  to  get 
a  majority  of  votes?  Have  you  not  neaird  3ie 
call  made,  day  after  day,  for  all  the  anti-Nebraska 
men  to  meet,  with  a  view  of  taking  measures  to 
organize  the  House?  And  yet  they  have  been 
unable  to  cflTect  an  organization.  Hut,  if  any 
demonstration  has  been  made  on  this  subject,  it 
is  that  a  majority  of  the  House  are  in  favor  of 
the  principles  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill;  that 
is,  if  we  can  understand  what  these  principles 
are.    And  now  I  come  to  that  point. 

I  confess,  Mr.  Clerk,  that  one  diflicuhy  with 
me  has  been — and  it  has  been  maintained  here 
to-day — that  the  Democratic  party  have  put  them- 
selves on  a  measure  and  not  on  a  great  principle. 
Why  on  a  measure?  Was  it  that  there  were 
certain  tender-footed  men  who  would  not  come 
up  to  the  ^at  principle — as  we  understand  it — 
embraced  in  that  bill?  Then  if  the  object  were 
to  wash  that  party  of  all  uncleanness,  let  them 
lay  down  the  great  principle  as  a  principle,  and 
call  upon  every  man  to  stand  up,  not  to  a  meaa^ 
ure,  but  to  a  principle;  that  is  what  we  want. 
And,  Mr.  Clerk,  it  has  been  made  apparent  here 
to-day — I  did  not  bring  it  up,  but  it  came  up 
on  this  floor — that  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill  is 
understood  in  one  place  to  mean  one  thin^,  and 
in  another  place  to  mean  another  thing.  And 
when  the  gentleman  asks  me  to  come  up  and 
meet  him  on  a  principle,  and  stand  togetner  in 
Uie  organization  of  this  House,  I  want  it  to  be 
a  principle  which  speaks  the  same  languag<An 
Massachusetts  as  it  speaks  in  Louisiana.  I  want 
it  to  speak  the  samelangufige  everywhere,  all  over 
this  Union;  and  if  so,  I  may  come  up  and  stand 
with  him  on  that  principle.  But,  Mr.  Clerk,  I 
did  believe,  cmd  I  take  occasion  to  say  herer,  I 
never  had  any  difliculty  in  understanding  for 
myself  what  were  the  principles  embraced  in  the 
Kansas-Nebraska  bill.  I  do  not  want  gentlemen 
to  underatand  me  as  objecting  to  the  bill,  or  to 
the  verbiage  or  language  of  the  bill.  .That  ia  not 
Ae  objection.  I  do  not  care  how  good  the  bill 
may  bcj  how  well  drawn  it  may  be,  how  well  it 
defines  itself.  It  is  not  a  principle.  Th»re  is  the 
difliculty.  I  object  to  making  it  a  test — not  only 
that,  but  any  bill.  I  object  to  making  a  test  on 
any  measure,  because  gentlemen  can  take  that 
measure,  and  may  say  it  means  one  thing  in  ono 
place,  and  means  something  else  in  another  pmce. 
But  when  you  come  to  a  great  principle,  then  it 
speaks  the  same  language  in  all  places,  and  is 
understood  by  all  men  alike;  and  then  you  am 
come  together  face  to  face,  and  understand  one 
another.  And  I  insist  just  here,  that  before  gen- 
tlemen get  up  and  read  me  out  because  I  cannot 
come  up  to  what  they  insist,  they  should  be  dear 
as  to  wnat  they  go  on.  If  they  insist  on  a  prin- 
ciple, let  them  lay  down  that  pnnciple  in  so  many 
words. 

But  again:  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Cobb,  of  Geor- 
gia] says  that  he  objects  not  to  the  national 
American  party  going  in  with  his  party*  And 
be  it  remarked  that  the  other  day  a  gentleman, 
[Mr.  Jones,  of  Pennsylvania,]  denning  what  was 
meant  by  the  resolution  offered  and  passed  in  the 
Democratic  caucus,  said  we  ought  to  take  no  ex- 
ception to  that  resolution.  He  was  willing  to 
take  us — how?  You  must  not  only  (said  he) 
abandon  your  organization,  but  come  in  as  Dem- 
ocrats— you  must  not  only  abandon  the  oigan- 
ization  you  have  already  joined,  but  you  aust 
come  in  penitent,  and  with  ropes  around  yx>ur 
necks;  and  then  we  are  willing  to  accept  you 
as  Democrats,  and  to  act  withyou,  and  then  we 
can  effect  an  organization.  Well,  we  object  to 
this.  But  the  gentleman  says  that  is  not  wnat  he 
means;  that  is  not  what  the  resolution  means. 
We  only  intended  to  declare  that  we  could  hold 
no  communion  with  men  who  are  in  favor  of 
civil  and  religious  proscription;  and  he  says 
that  if  we  are  not  in  favor  of  civil  and  religious 
proscription  we  are  not  included  in  that  resolu- 
tion. Now  what  may  have  been  the  object  of 
these  men  in  adopting  that  resolution  is  not  for 
me  to  say;  but,  by  the  language  of  tlje  resolu- 
tion, they  not  only  congratulate  themselves  and 
the  country  upon  the  triumph  of  tlie  principles 
of  the  Kansas  and  Nebraska  act  in  divers  States 
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in  the  Union,  but  the^  go  on  to  congratulate 
^emselves  upon  their  triumph  orer  the  secret  or^ 
ganization  called  the  Know Nothingparty .  They 
chai^  us,  then,  by  name  with  hoToing  opinions 
hoaiue  to  civil  and  religious  freedom.  The  diffi- 
culty would  not  hare  been  insurmoui^ble  if 
they  had  not  called  us  by  name.  But,  sir,  when 
they  call  me  by  name,  and  tell  me  that  I  hold 
doctrines  hostile  to  civil  and  religious  freedom,  I 
ask  them  to  take  back  the  charge,  or  not  expect 
me  to  hold  communion  with  them.  They  may 
congratulate  themselves  as  much  as  they  please 
upon  the  success  of  their  principles.  Nobody 
objects  to  that.  But  I  do  object  to  their  charging 
me  with  sentiments  that  I  do  not  hold,  i  did 
not  have  the  honor  to  meet  ihy  colleague  upon 
the  stump  in  my  district  during  the  last  canvass. 
It  might  not  have  been  a  very  great  pleasure  to 
have  met  him,  but  still  I  should liave  oeen  happy 
to  have  discussed  this  question  with  him. 

A  Member.    He  did  not  come  there,  did  he? 

Mr.  FOSTER.  He  was  in  the  district  once 
or  twice,  I  believe. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Greor^a.  It  is  true  I  did  not 
meet  my  colleague  in  his  district.  I  regret  that 
I  did  not  meet  him,  and  have  the  opportunity  to 
ask  him  a  ouestion  that  I  did  ask  a  good  many 
of  those  holding  the  same  political  sentiments  as 
he  holds,  namely:  whether  he  had  not  subscribed 
to  the  oaths  I  just  read  ?  I  should  like  to  ask 
my  c<^eague  that  question  now. 

Mr.  FOSTER.    What  oaths? 

Mr.  COBB.  The  oaths  which  I  just  read  to 
the  House. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  I  do  not  recollect  what  those 
oaths  were.  For  the  sake  of  are:ument,  however, 
I  mm  willing  to  admit  that  the  American  party  do' 
lake  oaths,  obligations,  or  whatever  you  may 
please  to  call  them,  that  embrace  in  substance 
what  has  been  read  by  my  colleague;  and  I 
assure  my  colleague  that  at  some  auitabte  time, 
when  the  House  is  organized,  and  has  not  much 
else  on  its  hands,  I  shall  be  willing  to  discuss 
with  him  the  question  of  the  propriety  of  taking 
such  obligations;  but  not  now.  [Loud  cries  of 
•*CaU  the  roll!"]' 

Mr.  BENNETT,  of  Missiauppi,  obtained  the 
floor,  but  yielded  it  to 

Mr.  McMULUN,  who  moved  that  the  House 
adjourn. 

fc>everal  VoicBt.  Don't  adjourn  until  we  have 
taken  one  vote. 

Mr.  SAGE  and  others  called  for  the  yeaa  and 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr,  McMULLIN.    I  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  ENGLISH.  I  understand  that  the  gen- 
deman  from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Bennett,]  who 
has  the  floor,  desires  that  the  House  shall  acgoum. 
As  a  matter  of  courtesy  to  him»  I  renew  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  irom  Virginia,  that  the 
House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  OTANTON  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
but  they  were  not  ordered— ayes  32,  noes  131. 

Mr.  STANTON.    I  demand  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Obawwem 
and  Vail  appointed. 

The  ouestion  was  then  taken;  and  the  teUers 
reported— ayes  103,  noes  96. 

So  the  motion  was  aereed  to. 

And  thereupon  (at  half  past  three  o'clock) 
the  House  aajoonied  till  to-morrow  at  twelve 
o'clock,  m. 

HOOeB  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Satubdat,  Decembtr  23, 1855. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
QUESTION  OF  ORDER. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Missis- 
sippi [Mr.  Bennett]  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  BENNETT.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  claim  the  kind 
indulgence  of  the  House  while  I  shall  very  reluct- 
antly attempt  to  ofler  a  few  remarks  in  relation 
to  the  questions  which  have  been  presented  to 
our  consideration. 

Mr.  WASHBURN^  of  Maine.  I  ask  the  gen- 
tlen^^  from  Mississippi  to  yield  to  me  for  a 
moment.  I  wish  to  say  that  I  have  no  purpose 
of  interrupting  the  ^ntleman  in  the  course  of  the 
remarkf  whidi  he  is  to  make;  but  I  do  desire  to 
give  notice  that  when  he  shall  have  concluded  his 
speech  9 1  wUl  raise  a  question  of  order.    I  will 


now  state  my  question  of  order.  I  do  not  ask 
that  the  Clerk  will  now  decide  it,  or  that  he  will 
put  it  to  the  House.  It  is  this:  That  until  the 
organization  of  the  House  by  the  choice  of  a 
Speaker,  no  debate  is  in  order. 

A  Voice.  Under  what  rule  is  the  question 
raised  ** 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  The  ffentleman  from  Maine 
is  very  .clever;  after  he  has  had  a  full  opportunity 
of  presenting  his  own  views  on  matters  whicn 
have  been  J)rought  to  the  attention  of  the  House, 
he  cooUy  asks  an  organization  without  further 
debate,  and  without  the  least  chance  afforded  to 
other  gentlemen  who  may  desire  it  to  explain 
their  position.  I  have  been  making  efibrts  for 
several  days  to  obtain  the  floor,  but  as  yet  have 
been  unsuccessful.  I  want  to  correct  the  history 
of  some  gentlemen  in  reference  to  Pennsylvania 
politics.  I  desire  to  set  forth  what  in  my  judg- 
ment is  the  comparative  positions  of  the  great 
parties  of  that  State  on  the  slavery,  or  the  Kansas- 
Nebraska  question;  and  to  also  refer  to  the  ground 
taken  respectively  by  the  members  of  the  Amer- 
ican and  the  Democratic  party.  I  have  not  had 
an  opportunity  for  that  purpose,  and  until  I  am 
allowed  to  do  so  I  shall  oppose  all  questions  of 
order  which  shall  have  for  their  object  the  cutting 
oflT  of  all  further  debate.  It  is  not  fair  to  have 
only  one  h?df  of.  a  subject  set  before  the  House. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  Mv  friend  from  Penn- 
sylvania has  occupied,  I  think,  as  much  of  the 
time  of  the  House  as  I  have.  It  is  not  my  pur- 
pose to  interfere  with  the  remarks  which  the 
fentleman  from  Mississippi  proposes  to  make, 
ut  when  he  shall  have  concluded,  I  give  notice 
that  I  shall  raise  the  question  of  order  which  I 
have  stti^ted. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  My  purpose  is  a  charita- 
ble one.  I  desire  to  put  gentlemen  correctly  on 
the  record.  I  hope  that  the  question  of  order, 
when  raised,  may  meet  with  an  adverse  decision. 

A  Voice.    It  will  be  voted  down. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.    I  hope  so. 

Mr.  BENNETT  here  took  the>^oor,  and  ad- 
dressed the  House  in  remarks  which  were  with- 
held for  revnion.  [The  speech  will  be  published 
in  the  Appendix.] 

Mr.  QlUITMAN.  I  ask  my  colleague,  before 
he  takes  his  seat,  to  allow  me  the  floor  for  the 
purpose  of  presenting  the  resolution  of  which  1 
gave  notice  the  other  day. 

Mr.  BENNETT.  I  wiU  yield  to  my  colleague 
BOW  for  thatpurpose. 

Mr.  CtUlTMAN.  I  have  no  wish,  Mr.  Clerk, 
to  stand  in  the  way  of  any  member  in  this  House 
who  deaijses  to  aiddress  the  House.  Wh«|  I 
asked  the  floor  of  my  colleague,  I  did  not  cR  it 
with  the  intention  of  making  any  remarks  myself, 
but  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  the  resolution 
of  which  I  gave  notice  the  other  day,  in  reference 
to  the.  limit  of  debate,  and  which  then  seemed  to 
receive  favor  from  the  House.  [Cries  of  That's 
right!"  "Let's  have  it!"] 

Mr.  aUITMAN.  I  would  remark  that  I  ain 
informed  that  the  mover  of  the  resolution  that  is 
now  on  the  Clerk's  table  is  willing  to  withdraw 
it.  If  not,  I  will  ask  the  permission  of  the 
House  to  ofler  mine  as  a  substitute  for  the  reso- 
lution oflered  by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama, 
[Mr.  Smith.]  I  present  this  resolution,  not  for 
the  purpose  of  suppressing  debate — C^d  forbid  ! 
I  am  prepared  to  meet  gentlemen  upon  every 

?uestion  that  properly  comes  before  this  House, 
come  here  not  to  ask  of  gentlemen  of  the  Op- 
position the  suppression  of  any  opinions  they 
may  entertain,  or  that  their  constituents  may 
support  them  in.  I  come  here  to  meet  extreme 
opinions,  whatever  they  may  be.  Let  them  be 
uttered — ^let  them  go  to  the  world;  let  us  and  our 
constituents  know  what  they  are,  and  the  extent 
to  which  they  go. 

But,  before  they  are  discussed,  I  desire  to  see 
this  House  organized,  that  the  debate  upon  these 
momentous  questions,  upon  which  the  safety 
and  prosperity  of  the  country  depends,  may 
be  conducted  with  that  parliamentary  decorum 
which  cannot  be  expected  in  the  present  condi- 
tion of  the  House.  T  consider  that  there  are  now 
but  two  proper  subjects  for  discussion  by  the 
House,  in  its  unorganized  condition.  One  is  as 
to  the  responsibiUty  that  must  rest  upon  the  re- 
spective parties  in  the  House,  and  the  other,  the 
explanation  of  the  position  which  gentlemen  per^ 
aonally  inay  occupy.    For  myself,!  have  no  per- 


sonal explanation  to  make.  Every  man  knows 
my  position.  My  desire  in  presenting  this  reso- 
lution, then, is  to  restore  order  here,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  confining  d^i;te  to  its  legitimate 
sphere.  I  therefore  propose  my  resolution  as  a 
substitute  for  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama. 

Mr.WASHBURNE.ofllluiois.  I  understand 
that  there  is  no  proposition  before  the  House.  I 
ask  the  Clerk  if  I  am  not  right  ? 

The  CLERK.  There  is  no  proposition  before 
the  House.  The  resolution  presented  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Alabama  fell  by  the  adjournment  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  aUITMAN.  I  then  present  the  following 
as  an  original  proposition: 

Re$ohed,  That  until  the  organieadon  of  the  Hoom  by  the 
election  of  Speaker,  no  member  shall  occupy  more  than 
ten  minutes  iii  debate ;  nor  sball  any  member  speak  mor^ 
than  once  upon  any  quettion  before  the  House,  until  every 
member  desiring  to  speak  sball  have  been  heard. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  asklhe  gen- 
tleman from  Mississippi  if  he  will  not  consent 
also  to  embody  in  his  proposition  another  one— > 
that  upon  a  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  there  shall 
be  no  debate;  so  that  it  may  be  within  the  control 
of  the  House  to  stop  debate  upon  any  question 
when  the  majority  snail  desire  it? 

Mr.  CIUITMAN.  I  accept  that  as  an  amend- 
ment to  my  resolution. 

Mr.  BRENTON.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Mississippi  if  he  will  not  consent  so  to  modify  his 
resolution  as  to  cut  off  all  debate  upon  any  propo- 
sition ? 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  would  jnquire  if  it  is  de- 
signed that  the  resolution  shall  extend  back  to  the 
commencement  of  the  session,  and  cut  down  all 
the  speeches  we  have  been  listening  to  for  the 
last  two  weeks,  to  ten  minutes  each  ?    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  BRENTON.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Mississippi  accept  my  proposition  ? 

Mr.aUITMAN.    I  cannot. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  resolu- 
tion, as  modified,  was  ad(^ted. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  do  not  propose  to  occupy 
the  ten  minutes  to  which  I  am  entitled  under  tne 
resolution  which  the  House  has  just  adopted. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  must  interrupt  tha 
gentlenaan  from  Ohio.  The  gentleman  from  Mis- 
sissippi [Mr.  Bennett]  was  upon  the  floor,  and 
only  yielded  it  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  the 
resolution  which  has  just  been  adopted,  to  b« 
presented.  The  gentleman  from  Mississippi  is 
therefore  entitled  to  the  floor  if  he  desires  further 
to  continue  his  remarks* 

Mr.  BENNETT  at  this  point  made  some  far- 
ther remarks,  which  he  has  withheld  for  revision* 
and  which  wHl  appear  in  the  Appendix. 

Mr.  STANTON.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  do  not  rise  for 
the  purpose  of  occupying  the  ten  minutes  which 
I  am  allotted  under  the  rule.  I  beheve  that  there 
has  already  been  too  much  debate;  I  believe  that 
its  continuance  can  in  no  way  be  useful  to  the 
House;  and  I  therefore  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
offering  a  resolution  wliich  seems  to  me  to  frurmish 
the  only  practicable  means  of  securing  an  organic 
zation.  In  offering  the  resolution  I  put  myself 
on  the  precedent  ^  1849,  when  a  similar  con- 
dition of  things  existed,  and  when  the  Houaa 
was  organized  oy  the  election  of  a  Speaker  by  a 
plurality  vote.  I  apprehend  that  there  wiU  be  no 
diificulty  about  the  constitutional  question.  I 
apprehend  there  will  be  no  difficulty  about  tho 
power  of  the  House.        * 

The  Constitution  provides  that  the  House 
shall  choose  a  Speaker,  and  it  authorizes  the 
House  to  make  rules  and  regulations  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  its  proceedings.  This  House  in  its 
present  condition  is  a  House  within  the  meaning 
of  the  constitutional  provision.  It  has  been  so 
recognized  from  the  day  we  met  till  this  time. 
You,  sir,  called  the  roll.  The  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  [Mr.  Jones]  moved  that  the  Hotae 
proceed  viva  voce  to  elect  a  Speaker.  When  th« 
proper  time  arrived,  it  was  moved  that  the  Houh 
adjourn^  The  House  met,  and  your  minutes 
recited  that  the  House  had  done  this,  that,  and  the 
other,  and  that  the  House  met  pursuant  to  ad- 
journment. I  say,  therefore,  that  in  the  minutes 
of  the  proceedings,  in  common  parlance,  and  by 
every  rule  of  construction,  this  House  is  a 
House,  and  competent  to  adopt  rules  and  regula- 
tions prior  to  the  election  of  a  Speaker,  and  it  is 
just  pjs  competent  to  make  a  regulation  that  a 
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plurality  ihall  goTen\,aB  it  is  to  adopt  a  rule  that 
the  election  shall  be  vtva  voce. 

Further,  air.  the  Constitution  njao  proTidei  that 
RepreoentHtives  ihall^  choacn  lo  the  CongreiB 
of  the  United  Slates,  and  the  mode  of  choosing 
aucb  RepreaentativeB  may  b«  prescribed  by  Con- 
ereis  or  by  the  State  Legislatures.  Fiow,  air,  a 
taw  passed  by  a  State  Legialaturc,  or  by  (his 
Congress,  for  the  election  of  membera,  ia  no  more 
a  law  than  a  rule  of  this  Hdub?  ia  a  law  to  thia 
body.  No  man  ever  questioned  that  o  law  might 
be  paased  auihoridne  a  plurality  lo  elect  mem- 
bors  of  Congreaa.  Kules  of  the  Haute,  passed 
in  purauaac«  of  the  power  cooferred  by  the  Con- 
itilution,  are  prcciaely  as  much  laws  for  the 
^Tcrmneni  of  this  Houae  na  those  ore  for  the 
election  of  members.  The  same  construction 
which  authorizes  members  to  be  elected  by  a 
ility  gives  us  a  right  to  pass  a  taw  or  a.  rule 
B  plurality  shall  elect  a  Speaker. 

Ditt,  sir.  there  is  another  point.  I  apprehend 
that  there  is  no  gentleman  upon  this  floor  who 
would  vote  to  elect  by  a.  plumJity  who  would  not 
feet  himself  bound  in  honor,  whether  it  resulted 
in  the  election  of  his  choice  or  not,  to  vote  for  b. 
resolution  declaring  the  person  haring  the  plu- 
rality, Spealcerof  this  House,  nlthough  I  believe 
that  10  be  entirely  unnecesftary.  Being  perfectly 
aware  ttiat  there  la  a  great  variety  of  opinion 
upon  both  aidea  of  the  House  touching  the  pro- 
priety of  the  pnesage  of  this  reaolution,  and  that 
no  good  can  arise  from  debating  it,  I  shail  ask 
the  prerioua  question  on  its  passage;  and  I  de- 
mand the  yeas  and  nays  upon  the  prcvioua  ques- 
tion. There  can  be  no  trouble  about  the  question 
of  order,  because,  by  tho  parliamentary  law, 
every  deliberative  body,  when  it  osacmblea,  has 
«  right  to  stop  debate  by  the  previous  question. 
1  now  demand  the  previous  question  on  the 
pBHBBge  of  the  reaolution;  and  I  ask  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  PHELPS.    I  move  to  lay  the  reaolution 


jn.     [Crit 


upon  that 
tion."] 
The  Clerk  read  the  resolution,  which  is  as  fol- 

RaglpHl,  Tluu  Uw  Rmue  will  noi 
tIhi  h«  fbr  a  Speaker  ofUie  Ttainr-Ft 

It  heam^loriLyofaqi 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  takeil  that.in  theabseEco 
of  rules,  no  motion  to  amend  or  lay  on  the  table 
can  be  made  after  the  previous  question  has  lieeo 
demanded . 

The  CLERK.  A  motion  to  lay  on  the  table 
■cemsto  be  in  order  underthe  parliamentary  law. 
.  Mr.  HOUSTON.  We  recognize  it  in  the  res- 
olution limiting  debate. 

The  CLERK.  The  reaolution  adopted  to-day 
ncognizes  such  a  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative — yeas  114,  Days  107,  as 


NIelioli',  Nonon,  Andrew  OlIrM,  Faiker,  P«Tce,  Pellon, 

Penniiuion,  Perrr.  Keitit,  Flke,  Purvtaace,  Ritchie,  Bnb- 
liliu,  BolH^nii,   »Bl>ln,  Sngo,  Bspp,  Bbennan,  SinuiHnK, 

^_. <..„.._  u u._  Tsppon,  Thoringloo,  Thurt- 

"'-■■ "'ilEri^,  Wal- 

IU1UVC,  Mriiiu  il.  WaBbounie, 
k'elcb ,  Wulianu,  Wood,  Wood- 

I  ordered  to  lie  upon  the 


1,  TraAnn,  Wddc,  Wnkenian 


o  the  resolution  n 


gentlen 


Pending  the  call  of  the  roll,  tho  following  pro- 
ceedings look  place: 

Mr.  BARCLAY.  1  have  a  word  to  say  before 
1  give  my  vote.  I  will  state  to  the  House  that  I 
do  not  approve  of  tlie  principle  of  (hat  resolution; 
but  inasmuch  as  we  have  been  balloting  here  for 
three  weeks  without  any  hope  of  an  organization, 
and  as  it  appears  to  me  thai  wo  must  ultimately 
adopt  (he  plurality  system,  and  believing,  as  I  do, 
.i__.  .1.^  -^ponsibility  should  rest  upon  those 
vhn  (hrow  their  votes  away,  I  desire 
responsibility  upon  them, and  there- 
fore vole  against  laying  I  he  reaolution  on  (he  labk;. 

Mr.  CAMPBELI.,  of  Ohio.  I  am  opposed  lo 
the  adoption  of  this  resolution;  but  in  order  to 
enable  its  friends  (o  bring  it  to  a  direct  vote,  I 
shall  vote  "  no"uponthiamolion,  although,  upon 
a  direct  vote,  I  should  vole  against  the  resolution, 
for  reasons  which  I  shall  be  ready  to  give  at  the 

'"^r.' FLORENCE.  If  it  be  in  order,  I  move 
to  reconsider  the  vole  by  which  the  reaolution 
was  laid  upon  (he  (able,  and  to  lay  the  motion 


order.    Tho  Clerk  b 

of  "Call  the  roll!"] 

Mr.  SAPP.    I  m 
lowing  resolution: 

Raolvei,  Thai  nnm  md  sfter 


the  adoption  of  the  foL 


1  or  a  Speikei 


la  effected. 

Upon  that  resolution  I  demand  the  yeoa  and 
nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  wore  ordered. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  move  to  lay  the  fcboIu- 
tion  on  the  table. 

Several  Mehbers.    Oh  no;  vote  on  it  directly. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  Very  weU;  I  withdraw  the 
motion.    I  only  want  to  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  I  would  inquire  wheth- 
er,  if  that  resolution  be  adopted,  we  shall  be 
compelled  to  come  here  lo-morrowj    [Cries  of 


'No,  I 


'■"I 


The  quesUon  waa  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Sipr't 
rea^ution,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative — 
ye3El09,  nays  111;  aa  follows: 

YEAS— Mmb*.  AlbrtKhi,  Alttoon,  Ball,  Barbour,  Heeir 
Beanen,  Beaaofl,  BUIMDm,  BlDgllam,  DMmp,  BUh, 
Bndiluw,  afeDMB.  BuBlnpon,  BuclUifaine,  Jamet  H. 
CsmpbijU,  ChsBte,  Em  Clark,  Ctawton,  Wdlismioii  It. 
W.  Cobb,  Cdlki,  Covode,  Cragin,  Cnwfbrd.Cumback, 
DaDinll.Tlmatlij'  DairifcDay,  Dean,  De  Win.  Dick,  Dick- 
Min,[>odd,Durn,Edi«,E^iTDrds,Enrte,EUKrldR,ria(ler, 
GaJIgwsy,  Giddiiin,  GUbeiLGranter,  HiniMin.llollDwaT, 
Thomai  It.  Horton,  llnnard,  lliutiilon,  J.  Glance  Jooea, 
Krtwr,  Klnf,  Knapp,  Kniibl,  IfnowlTon,  Knoi,  Lciler, 
M  acF,  ManoKni,  McCiny,  Meochoni  ,KilluiDMilkr,MaDn, 
Morvaji,  Morrill,  Hon,  Muitay,  Nichola,  Norton,  Parker, 
Peairc,  Pehon,  Pennlogton,  Perry,  Petlii,  Pike,  Fon«c, 
PriDgle,  Parvtance,  Purycar,  Keade,  Robblni,  Robrru,  Sa- 
"     esgr,SBpii,  Scoii,  Sherman,  Blirinona,  Spinner,  Sian- 

a .. i..-     i-vom,.  Tanpan,  Thonnsion, 

n.  Walbrldir,  Wal- 

iunic,  ciiUiu  B.  WMhbiime. 

Vilch,  Wood,  Woodruff,  and 

larkMale,  BeD, 


GadiiaUderj  Jobn  P.  C 


1^11,  Le. 

■a  Clark,  t'luiflaiwi,  nv 

;ullini,  DavldKHi,  Hen 


Wlnt 


CS 


Comlna,  Coi,  Craip?,  Cullon,  Davldfon,  Hennr 
Davi;,  Denver,  Dondell,  Durfee,  Edmunriaofl,  Ellloii,  Eq(- 
IWi,  Euflia,  Bvani.Faaikner,  Florence,  Poncr,  Henry  M. 
FnlWjThonnwJ.D.FuUer.Qood*,  Greenwood.  Crow,  An- 
na Hall,  Boben  B,  Hnll,  llaiian,  ).  ManiMn  Hatria, 
n  W.  Hania,  Thonuia  L.  Hnrrli,  Haven,  Hribcit, 

J,  Valenilne  B.  Ronon,  BoiMon,  Jewen,  George 

W.JODOijKeill,  Kelly,  K«mctl,KidweII,  Lake,  Letcher, 
I>lndlav,Lninpkin,AlciandR[K.Manball,Hiu>iArnMar- 
alul1,aunuelS.Mars)nll,Maiwell,McMaUlii,  McQueen, 
BmltbMmer, MillMi,  MiUward,  Andrew Oliver.Mofdeeal 
Oliver,  Orr,  Paine,  Peck,Phel|H,  Powell,  OailDUUi,  Ready, 
Kicsud ,  Ricbsrdtnn ,  Rivera,  Bnflta ,  Buil,  Sandid^e ,  Savnn, 
Benard,  ShoRcr,  Samuel  A.  Smilh,  WUIian  Smjlli,  W^J- 
imnIL8nHlh,8nced,Si(T*(B>,TallKiii,Tnylor,Thumnn, 
Trinpe,  Cndenrood,  Valk,  Walker,  VVamet,  Watkin., 
WeJTi,  Wli«ler,Wbllney,Wlnila<r,John  V.  Wiiahl,  and 
ZMUeoObi— 111. 
So  the  resohition  was  rejected. 


on  this  resolution ,  I  deaire  lo  say  a  word  or  two 
10  justify  myself  before  my  conalituenta,  in  Order 
that  (hey  may  not  have  the  impression  (hat  1  am 
notaveryindustriouBmem)>er,t>ecausc  the  whole 
House  will  bcBJ-  evidence  of  that  " 


of" 


I  c 


very  industrioua  one.  I  ha' 
large  correspondence,  and  hare  a  good  deal  of 
business  to  do  at  the  Departments.  I  do  not 
deatre  lo  reflect  upon  anybody  connected  with 
any  of  the  Departments  of  the  Oovemmcnt,  but 
every  other  gentleman  of  this  House,  who  has 
had  any  experience  here,  knows  that  it  is  very 
difficuldo  have  interviews  with  any  gentleman  at 
the  head  of  Deparfmenta  befbrc  ten  o  clock  in  ifae 
morning.  Now,  the  business  (here  ia  quite  as 
important  to  my  constituents  as  the  Icgislaiion 
hare,  and  a  little  more  important  than  what  has 
been  occurring  here  for  three  weelcs.  I  desire  to 
fulfill  all  my  duties,  both  at  the  Dcpartmenu  and 
here,  and  therefore  I  do  not  intend  to  vote  for 
that  resolution,  not  because  I  am  not  disposed  to 
come  here  early  in  the  morning,  but  because  I 
cannot  come — business  calling  me  elaewhei«-     I 

Mr.  PECK  also  said:  I  desire  to  remnrlc,  prr- 
vious  to  recording  my  vo(e,  that  I  sm  in  the  same 
category  with  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvanis, 
[Mr.  Flokehce.}  I  am  willing  to  sit  here  as 
long  as  any  member  of  this  House.  1  will  sit 
all  night,  or  from  iwelTeo'clock.m.,  until  twelve 
o'clodi  at  midnight,  to  assist  in  the  organization 
of  thia  House;  but,  sir,  my  constituency  bare 
imposed  upon  me  duties  other  than  thoae  which 
ore  to  be  diachargcd  upon  this  floor,  and  siitce  I 
'have  been  here  I  tksvs  not  found  the  fine  day 
when  it  hos  not  been  absolutely  necessary  for  me 
to  consume  the  entire  morning,  up  to  the  time  of 
the  meeting  of  this  House,  in  the  performance  of 
these  duties.  I  therefore  cast  my  vote  ia  the 
negative. 

Mr.  SEWARD  also:  I  think  I  could  come  lo 
a  more  correct  conclusion  on  the  subject  befklra 
the  House  by  takingthefresh  air  in  the  momioe, 
than  Icoufd  by  lieiog  dragged  up  here  attheearty 
hour  of  ten  o  'clock,  and  getting  my  feelings  ex- 
cited at*  so  early  an  hour  of  the  day;  but  the 
main  reaaon  for  giving  my  vole  against  this 
resolution  is,  that!  am  opposed  to  it  anyhow. 
[LaoghierJ 

Mr.  PERRY.  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  offer- 
ing a  resolution  which  I  think,  if  adopted,  will 
result  in  the  speedy  organization  of  this  Hooae. 
The  House  hos,  to-day,  determined  that  tbey 
will  not  elect  a  Speaker  by  a  plurality  vote,  con- 
sequently we  are  held  lotlie  old  method  of  voting, 
according  lo  the  mojority  rule.  There  has  been, 
for  a  few  daya  post,  conaiderable  debate  in  this 
House,  and  I,  as  a  member  of  this  House,  am 
perfectly  willing  that  the  debate  should  proceed, 
and  that  every  gentleman  who  found  it  neceasary 
to  explain  to  his  constituents  and  to  tho.countnr 
his  position,  should  have  the  opportunity  to  do 


lUtohtrd,  That  Ibia  HauK  wUl  non  proceed  to  the  elee 
' ' -I  Speaker  dn  MU,  and  abilt  conlinuE  lo  vonaDtil 


)n  ia  effected ;  and  (ifiifl  and  s 


The  yeas  and  nays  were 
Mr.  McMULLlN.    I  m 


Upon  that  resolution  I  demand  the  yeaa  and 

ordered. 

ove  (o  lay  (be  resoln- 

uon  upon  the  tabic. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  According  to  that 
resolution  wb  arc  to  continue  lo  vole  until  an 
election  is  made,  and  that  will  keep  us  here  day 
and  night. 

Mr.  TODD.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon 
the  motion  to  lay  (he  resoludon  upon  the  table. 

The  yeaa  and  nays  were  ordereil. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  would  inquire  of  the  mover  of 
(he  resotulion,  whether  he  designs  by  it  lo  force 
us  to  continue  in  session,  without  odjournmem, 
until  the  election  of  a  Speaker  ia  effected  ? 

Mr.  FERRY,  I  will  modify  my  resolution  in 
order  to  meet  objections,  by  adding  the  words, 
"  except  to  adjourn." 

Mr.  ALEXAiyDERK.MARSHAIX  That 
amendment  simply  providea  that  debate  may  be 
had  upon  a  motion  to  adjourn,  and  does  not  me<4 
the  objection.    The  objection  is  that  the  resola- 
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lion  requires  us  to  continue  in  session  until  an 
election  is  had. 

Mr,  PERRY.  Well,  I  withdraw  the  amend- 
ment, and  present  the  naked  original  resolution. 

Mr.  SE  W  ARD.  I  move  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion by  addin?,  <*  unless  some  member  desires  to 
be  heardw"    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  desire  to  amend  the  res- 
olution so  that  it  shall  read,  ''from  and  after 
this  day  no  debate  shall  be  in  order  until  a 
Speaker  be  elected.*' 

Mr.  PERRY.  I  accept  of  the  gentleman's 
modification,  and  I  move  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  the  substitute. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  rise  to  a  question  of 
order.  Is  it  in  order  to  move  and  accept  an 
amendment  while  a  motion  is  pending  to  lay 
the  resolution  upon  the  table? 

Mr.  KEITT.  I  wish  to  offer  an  amendment 
to  the  resolution,  if  it  be  in  order. 

The  CLERK  thinks  an  amendment  is  out  of 
order,  inasmuch  as  the  yeas  and  nays  have  been 
ordered  upon  a  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  H9USTON.  This  is  not  the  resolution 
upon  which  the  yeas  and  nays  have  been  or- 
dered. The  resolution  now  before  the  House  is 
a  substitute  for  the  resolution  offered  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maine,  [Mr.  Perey.] 

TJie  CLERK.  The  resolution  was  offered  as 
a  modification,  and  the  gentleman  from  Maine 
accepted  it  as  a  modification.  The  yeas  and  nays 
liavo  been  ordered  upon  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Yir^nia,  to  lay  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maine  upon  the  table. 

Mr.   SHERMAN.     I  would  inquire  of  the 

fentloHiiB  from  Maine,  if  he  did  not  withdraw 
is  resolution  so  that  I  might  offer  mine  ? 

Mr.  PEIRRY.  I  accepted  the  gentleman's  res- 
olution as  an  amendment  to  mine. 

Mr.  KEITT.  But  the  trouble  is,  it  is  not  an 
amendment,  but  a  substitute. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  priv- 
ilege.    I  move  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  WADE.  Upon  that  I  ask  for  the  yeas 
and  nays.  * 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  By  general  request  I  with- 
draw the  motion  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  KEITT.  I  again  inquire  of  the  Chair, 
whether  an  amendment  be  not  in  order  ?  As  I 
understand  the  question,  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  [Mr.  Perrt]  accepted  the  resolution  of- 
fmed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Sher- 
KAN.}  It  was  not  offered  as  an  amendment,  but 
as  a  substitute  for  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman 
from  Maine,  and  takes  the  place  of  the  original 
resolution.  As  such  it  was  accepted  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Maine.  If  that  be  so,  then  I  inquire 
whether  or  not  the  resolution  now  before  the 
House  is  not  as  much  subject  to  amendment  as 
was  the'original  resolution  presented  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maine  ? 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks,  that  as  this 
resolution  is  substantially  the  same  as  tlie  original 
one,  and  accepted  as  an  amendment  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maine,  and  a  motion  having  been 
made  to  lay  it  upon  the  table,  upon  which  the 
*yea8  and  nays  have  been  ordered,  no  amend- 
ment is  now  in  order;  but  the  Clerk  may  have 
made  a  mistake  in  so  deciding,  and  submits  the 
question  to  the  House. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  If  the  gentleman  from  Maine 
withdrew  his  resolution,  then  it  might  well  be  in 
order  to  amend  the  pending  resolution,  for  it  then 
stands  as  an  original  resolution.  There  is  no 
amendment  to  an  amendment  pending,  and  there- 
fore an  amendment  is  in  order,  or  will  be,  if  my 
friend  from  Vii^niawill  withdraw  his  motion  to 
lay  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  withdraw  the  motion  to 
lay  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  TODD.  Can  the  resolution  be  amended 
afler  the  yeas  and  nays  have  been  ordered  upon  it  ? 

The  CLERK.    It  can. 

Mr.  KEITT.  I  am  reluctant  to  throw  any 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  organization  of  this 
House.  I  apprehend,  however,  that  it  is  the 
opinion  of  most  members  here,  that  a  speedy 
organization  of  this  House  is  impracticable.  I 
take  it  that  the  action  of  the  House  will  be  cxmir- 
gated  by  debate,  or  some  outside  influence.  The 
resolution,  then,  which  I  am  about  to  offer  is, 
that  after  to-day  or  Monday — and  to  me  it  is 


quite  immaterial  which— all  ballots*for  Speaker 
be  suspended  until  the  3d  day  of  January  next. 
I  propose  to  amend  the  amendment  in  that  way. 
If  the  House  of  Representatives  should  so  far 
organize  to-day  or  Monday  as  to  elect  a  Speaker, 
nothing  more  can  be  done  than  to  go  on  and  per- 
fect the  organization  by  the  election  of  other 
officers.  As  I  understand,  a  majority  of  the 
Senate  has  already  lefl  the  city,  and,  there  not 
being  a  quorum  of^  the  Senate  here,  it  is  impos- 
sible for  us,  even  if  we  organize,  to  have  the 
President *s  message.  If  this  be  true,  as  I  sec  it 
stated,  that  there  will  be  no  organization  of  the 
Senate,  or,  in  other  words,  no  quorum  of  the 
Senate,  until  after  the  2d  of  January,  tlien  I  ap- 
prehend there  can  be  nothing  effected  by  our  ac- 
tion between  now  and  then,  unless  to  continue 
balloting  for  Speaker,  and,  if  we  succeed  in  the 
election  of  a  Speaker,  to  go  on  and  elect  other 
officers  of  this  body.  And  then  the  question 
arises,  is  it  likely  that  bet^^en  now  and  the  3d 
of  January  we  will  be  able  to  elect  a  Speaker  ? 
I  have  no  objection  that  the  House  should  meet 
just  as  often  and  sit  just  as  long  as  it  please.  If 
it  desire  to  expurgate  itself  by  debate,  it  might 
as  well  be  done  in  this  way  as  not;  and  p^crhaps 
it  is  better  than  any  other  way.  It  is  said  that 
the  public  looks  anxiously  for  the  President's 
message.  That  may  be  so,  but  I  do  not  see 
that  aiiy  good  can  be  effected. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  Will  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Keitt]  allow  me  to  make  a  sug- 
gestion to  him  ? 

Mr.  KEITT.    Certainly. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  With  the  consent  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolino,  I  will  make  this 
suggestion.  I  know  that  it  is  the  desire  of  that 
gentleman,  and  of  almost  everybody  in  this  Hall, 
Uiat  we  may  act  knowingly  in  regard  to  this  mat- 
ter; that  we  should  not  place  ourselves  in  a  posi- 
tion where  we  could  be  surprised;  that  we  may 
not  commit  a  mistake  of  which  advantage  could 
be  taken. 

Now,  the  question  which  arises  on  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, and  which  I  submit  to  the  consideration  of 
that  gentleman  himself,  and  to  the  consideration 
of  the  House,  is  this:  We  are  acting  without 
rules.  The  Clerk  knows  that,  under  the  rules 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  a  motion  to  re- 
consider a  proposition  is  only  in  order  on  the 
day  the  proposition  is  adopted,  or  on  the  next 
day  thereafter;  but  that  is  an  infringement  on 
the  ordinary  parliamentary  law.  We  are  now 
acting  under  the  ordinary  parliamentary  law,  and 
not  imdcr  the  rules  of  the  House  of  Uepresont- 
ativcs;  and,  sir,  I  take  it  that,  under  that  ordi- 
nary parliamentary  law,  it  is  in  order  to  recon- 
sider a  proposition  on  any  day;  and  should  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina be  adopted  to-day,  a  member  might  on  any 
day  between  this  and  the  3d  of  January  move  to 
reconsider  it,  when  there  might  not  be  a  majority 
here  in  favor  of  it.  Thus,  tnc  proposition  might 
be  reconsidered  and  rescinded,  and  the  House 
might  proceed  to  ballot  for  a  Speaker.  We  ought 
to  act  undcrstandingly  in  this  matter;  and  I  there- 
fore throw  out  the  suggestion  in  order  that  the 
gentlemcm  from  South  Carolina  and  the  House 
may  consider  it. 

Mr.  KEITT.  I  am  obliged  to  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  for  his  suggestion.  I,  too,  wish 
to  act  undcrstandingly.  I  am  not  disposed  to 
question  the  correctness  of  the  gentleman's  prop- 
osition) that  a  majority  of  the  body  may,  at  any 
future  time,  rescind  the  action  of  a  previous  day. 
I  go  still  further.  I  do  not  apprehend,  according 
to  parliamentary  law,  or  to  constitutional  law, 
that  we  arc  confined  to  a  former  action  of  this 
body.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that,  if  we  adopt  the 
resolution  to  saspcnd  balloting  until  the  3d  of 
January,  that  resolution  may  not  be  revised  and 
reversed  by  a  majority  of  the  body  at  any  time; 
but  what  1  do  mean  to  say  is  this,  that  if  a  ma- 
jority of  this  body  ht\d  adopted  the  resolution,  a 
majority  would  be  reauired  to  revise  and  rescind 
it;  and  whoever  in  this  body  would  vote  for  it 
to-day  or  Monday,  and  woula  afterwards — when 
on  the  faith  of  that  vote  members  might  be  absent — 
move  or  vote  to  rescind  it,  would  be  oase,  hireling, 
and  infamous  [cries  of**  good !  *']  and  the  brand  of 
public  disffrace  would  stand  hissmg  hot  upon  him. 
And  it  is  because  I  will  confide  in  the  good  faith 
of  members — it  is  because  I  will  not,  without  the 


e3tigency  itself  having  arisen,  charge  any  man 
with  such  a  gross  and  infamous  violation  of  good 
faith,  that  I  shall  be  prepared  to  act  on  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution  or  amendment  which  I  liave 
offered.  Any  man  who  would  take  back  his  vote 
on  this  subject,  and  vote  to  rescind  the  proposi- 
tion, would  be  base  and  infamous. 

It  is  true,  then,  sir,  that  parliamentary  usage 
or  constitutional  regulations  would  not  prevent, 
but  good  faith  will  prevent,  such  a  thing  taking 
place,  and  I  am  prepared  at  this  time  to  stand 
on  good  faith. 

I  have  now  said  all  that  I  mean  to  say  on  this 
subject.  I  have  no  personal  interest  in  the  mat- 
ter, for  I  can  go  as  well  without  as  with  the  pas- 
sage of  this  resolution.  I  am  willing,  however, 
to  disentangle  the  House  as  far  as  I  can  conduce 
to  doing  so.  I  offered  the  amendment  in  good 
faith;  but,  in  deference  to  my  friend  fVora  Vir- 
ginia, [Mr.  BococK,]  I  now  move  to  lay  the 
whole  matter  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  suggest  that 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Car- 
olina [Mr.  Keitt]  is  not  in  order.  It  has  no 
connection  with  the  original  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Perry,]  as  modi- 
fied by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  oherman.] 
[Cries  of  **  Read  the  amendment."]  / 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  the  amend- 
ment in  order.     [Cries  of  **  Read  it."] 

The  amendment  was  again  reported. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  desire  to  make  a  statement. 

The  CLERK.  %There  is  a  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table,  and,  of  course,  debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
We  have  no  power  under  the  Constitution  to 
adjourn  until  the  3d  of  January  next.  The  first 
law  which  regulates  the  proceedings  of  Congress 
directs  that  the  first  business  in  order  shall  be  the 
election  of  Speaker  to  this  House;  and  this  propo- 
sition before  the  House  is  practically  one  to  post- 
pone the  firstbusiness  of  tlie  House. 

Mr.  KEITT.  My  amendment  is  not  that  tho 
House  shall  stand  adjourned  until  the  3d  of  Janu- 
ary, but  simply  that  the  balloting  for  Speaker 
shall  be  suspenaed  until  that  time. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  But  if  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  will  reflect  a  moment,  he  will  see 
that  tlic  effect  of  his  proposition  is,  if  adopted,  to 
adjourn  the  only  business  that  wc  c^n  transact 
for  a  longer  period  of  time  than  the  Constitution 
allows.  1  know  that  by  passing  this  resolution 
we  do  not  adjourn  the  House,  but  for  what  pur- 
pose do  we  meet  here  next  week  ? 

Mr.  KEITT.    To  debate. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  To  debate  what?  What 
have  we  a  right  to  debate?  I  say,  Mr.  Clerk,  that 
no  business  actually  can  be  transacted  in  this 
House  except  the  election  of  a  Speaker,  because 
the  law  of  Congress  directs  that  all  other  business 
shall  follow  that  of  the  election  of  Speaker.  That 
is  the  first  and  only  business  that  we  can  do;  and 
we  cannot  make  any  such  order  except  in  viola- 
tion of  the  law  of  Congress.  Wc  cannot  post- 
pone this  first  act  of  our  organization  until  the 
3d  of  January,  because  the  Constitution  will  not 
allow  an  adjournment  for  ten  days,  which  this 
would  practically  be 

Mr.  TODD.  I  ask  whether  the  motion  to  lay 
on  the  table  cannot  be  divided?  If  so,  I  shall 
move  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  table.  I  am 
in  favor  of  the  first  resolution  as  modified  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  [M/.  Sherman,]  and  I  am 
opposed  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Keitt.]  I  therefore  desire 
that  there  shall  be  a  division  of  the  question,  in 
order  that  we  may  vote  according  to  our  disposi- 
tions. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  tlimks  tHat  the  mo- 
tion cannot  be  divided. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  [Mr.  Sherman]  offers  his  rcao- 
lution  in  the  regular  form  as  read  by  the  Clerk. 
The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Keitt] 
offers  his  amendment.  Now  the  point  I  wish  to 
make  is  this 

[Cries  of**  Order!"] 

Mr.  HUMPHREY  MARSH  ALL.  Have  we 
not,  Mr.  Clerk,  established  a  rule  this  morning, 
that  a  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  is  not  debatable? 

The  CLERK.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  And  is  not  that  the  mo^- 
tion  now  pending? 

The  CLERK.    That  is  the  motion  now  pcnd- 
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iDg,  bul  Uio  genllcraan  from  Oliio  [Mr.  Sher- 
man] roBB  lo  a  question  of  order.  The  motion 
now  before  tlie  Houae  is  to  lay  the  reBoJulion  oil 
Ihe  table. 

Mi.  WASHBURNE.  My  point  is,  tlint  the 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  having  ofTcred  his  rcio- 
lution,  aJld  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
[Mr.  KeitT]  having  ptoposed  his  amendment, 
which  amendment  was  not  accepted  by  the  gen- 
tleman tvom  Ohio,  the  first  queation  (o  be  token 
ii  upon  the  adoption  of  the  amendment.  I  aak 
ihe  yeas  and  nays  upon  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Why.iBnotthereamotion 
to  lay  all  upon  the  table  ? 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Keitt]  moved  lo  lay  the  resolu- 
tion and  amendment  upon  the  table;  thatmotion 
will,  therefore,  take  precedence  of  the  motion  to 
amend.  The  question  now  before  Lite  House  is 
the  motion  to  lav  on  the  table. 

Mr. WASHBURNE.  lunderBtoodtbemotion 
(0  lay  on  the  tabic  to  have  been  withdrawn,  end 
the  amendmrnl  then  lo  have  been  submitted. 

The  CLERK.  That  was  true,  but  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Keitt]  then  re- 
newed the  motion  to  lay  the  rcso tution  and  aoicnd- 
mcnt  on  (he  table. 

Mr.  ENGLISH.,  I  wiah  to  give  notice  that, 
if  the  motion  lo  lay  on  the  tabic  ia  voted  down, 
and  the  amendment  of  thegenlleman  from  South 
Carolina  also  roiod  down,  IshBll  move  an  amend - 
uent.  I  send  it  up  lo  ihe  Clerk's  desk,  and  ask 
that  it  may  be  read.    1  presume  no  member  will 

Bereral  Member  1.    Read  it!    Read  it! 
The  CLERK  read  the  amendment,  as  follows: 
And  UiBl  no  member  be  Utoired  lo  indulcs  in  the  am  of 
only  eic^ited,  UDiU  an  eleciion  of  Bpeiker  atiaU  be  er- 

The  CLERK.  The  queation  ia  upon  laying  the 
resolution  and  amendment  upon  tho  table. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  1  demand  the  yeas~iuid  nays 
upon  the  molion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  vrere  ordered . 

Mr.  KEITT.  I  wish  merely  to  onnounce  that, 
as  the  resolution  I  understand  is  incompatible 
with  my  proposition,  I  shall  vote  to  lay  it  upon 
the  (able,  and  present  my  amendment,  perhaps 
afterwards,  as  an  independent  proposition. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table,  and  decided  in  the  negative — 
yeas  103,  nays  113;  as  follows: 
_  TEAS— Henn.  Aiken,  AUeji,_I)ill,  Banliir,  Barkadale, 


So  th*  resoluUoti  was  not  laid  on  the  table. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  amend' 
mcnt  of^Mr.  Kbiti. 

Mr-CLINQMAN.  I  move  thai  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

Mr.  WADE.  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  the  motion. 


Mr.  VAII^  1  hope  Lhe  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  wilFwitbdraw  tho  molion  to  adjourn, 
and  allow  us  to  vote  on  the  resolution. ' 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Very  well;  1  wUl  with- 
draw it  until  the  vote  has  been  taken. 

The  question  again  recurred  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr,  KeiTT. 

Mr.  BILLINGHURST.  1  move  to  lay  lhe 
amendment  of  Lite  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina on  tbc  tabic. 

Several  McuBtRi.     You  cannot  do  that. 

Mr.  BILLINGHURST.  I  thought  it  was  in 
order  to  move  to  lay  Ihe  amendment  on  Ihe  table, 
and  tliat  it  carried  the  original  resolution  with  it. 

The  CLERK.    The  motion  is  not  in  order. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  amend- 
ment was  not  agreed  lo. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  adoption  of 


theo: 


w  Lo  lay  lhe  resolution 


Mr.ORR.     I 

upon  the  table. 

Mr.  KELLY.    Is  that  motion  in  order! 

The  CLEHK.    It  is  in  order. 

Mr.  KELLY.    WiU  not  that  motion  carry  aU 
the  other  rcisolutions  with  it? 
-  The  CLERK.    What  other  reBolalion*  does 
the  gentleman  refer  to  ? 

Mr.  KELLY.  The  resolution  of  the  gentle- 
man ftom  South  Carolina  for  one. 

The  CLERK.  That  has  been  ahready  voted 
down.  The  only  proposition  now  before  the 
""  "le  is  the  resolution  offered  by  the  gentle- 
_.  ...  from  Ohio,  and  a  motion  to  lay  that  on  lhe 
table  is  in  order. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Illinois.  I  demand  the  yeas 
and  nays  upon  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table. 

The  yeas  and  naya  were  ordered. 

Mr.  KEITT.    This  ia  a  gag  law,  ia  it  not? 

Mr.  BENSON.  Hot  in  tho  least.  Nothing 
of  the  kind. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  Is  it  in  order  to  nibmil 
a  remark  iipan  the  motion? 

The  CLERK.  It  ia  not,  under  the  order  of 
the  House  adopted  this  morning. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.    Weil,  s&.  I  desire  to  say 

lotheHouse [Loudcailato  "Order!"]  Well, 

air,  I  will  make  a  speech  that  is  in  order.  I  move 
that  thU  Houae  do  now  adjourn:  and  upon  that 
motion  I  demand  teUers. 

Tellers  were  ordered,  and  Mesar*.  McMuLLiit 
and  MiLLWARD  appointed. 

The  question  was  being  taken,  when 

Mr.  McMULLIN  said:  At  the  rcqueat  of  sev- 
eral genllL>men  who  desire  to  accomplish  another 
object  belbre  the  odjoummenl,  t  will  withdraw 
my  motion  for  the  present,  though  I  will  renew 
it  presently.     [Loud^  cries  of  "Too  late!"] 

Mr.  CARLILE.  I  submit  that  it  is  not  too 
late.  The  question  has  already  been  decided  by 
the  Cl^rk,  that  any  member  has  the  right  to  with- 
draw his  own  proposition  before  the  House  have 
taken  a  vote  upon  it,  and  the  negative  side  of  the 
qnestioD  has  not  been  counted. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  that,  aa  gen- 
tlemen seem  to  require  that  the  vote  shall  be  taken, 
the  count  had  better  go  on. 

ThcquGstion  was  token,  and  the  House  refused 
to  adjourn;  the  leUera  having  reported — ayea  GO, 
noeslOS.  [Loudcriesof'C^the  roll!"  "Letus 
adjourn  over!"  "Read  the propoaition  before  the 
House !"] 

Mr.  CARLILE.  I  move,  Mr.  Clerk,  that 
when  thelHouse  adjourns  to-day,  it  be  to  meet  on 
Wednesday  next.  [Criesof  "No!"  "Vole  it 
down !  n 

Mr,  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  demand  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion  to  adjourn  over. 

A  Voice.    Is  the  motion  to  a^ourn  over  in 

Mr.  CARLILE.  A  molion  to  fix  the  day  to 
which  the  House  shall  adjourn  is  always  in 
order.     It  ia  a  privileged   motion.    Now,  Mr. 

Clerk,   1  appeal   to    this   House [Cries  of 

"Order!  Tlie  molion  is  not  debatable !'T 

The  CLERK.  It  is  olwoys  in  order  to  sub- 
mit a  motion  fixing  the  day  to  which  the  House 
shall  adjourn;  but  the  motion  is  not  debatable. 
The  motion  is  a  privileged  one. 

Mr.  CARLILE.  I  understand  that  the  motion 
il  debatable.    However,  I  will  waive  the  point. 

The  CLERK.  Theyeaa  and  nays  have  been 
demanded.  Thosein  favor  i^  ordering  the  yeas 
and  nays  will  ~'~~ 

Twenty-  — 


o  membera  rose. 


is  not  a  sufficient  m 


The  CLERK.    There  is 

Mr.  CRAIGE.     I  demand  tellers  on  the  ynaa 

and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  NoBTDH  and 

nuuNDSON  were  appointed. 

The  quesiionwas  taken;  and  lhe  ycM&nd  nays 

ere  onlered,  the  tellers  having  reported — ayea 

1;  more  than  one  fifth  of  thosie  present. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motimi  to 
adjourn  over;  and  it  was  disagived  to — yeas  40, 
nays  176;  as  follows: 

VEAS— Meun.  Allen,  Bukntole,  Heniy  S.  Baant, 
Doyen,  Brnon^  CDdwiIadcr,  John  P.  Campbell,  CirlUf, 

ie^[tavu,°^D«rrEJni^ml»n,  Fionice,  HnTyM.  ^- 
ler,  UiJben,  J.  MorriwMi  HuiK,  HerlKrL  Keiu,  Kell). 
Liilc,  Lindiey,  AleiBDdcr  K,  HsnbiU,  Uumiitirer  Xu- 
Hhiill,  Mliwelf,  MHIword,  Orr,  Phelpa,  RJeiua,  Birhud- 
•on,  Ron,  William  l^inith,  Walker,  HlieelU',  WItiiDFr, 
WtJlimni,  tod  ZollicnlTer— 4U. 

NAVU-Meun.  Aiken,  Albriftat,  AIJISOR,  VM,  Banki, 
Buboui.  Buclay,  Bell,  Ueiuy  Beanetl,  Benton,  BlUing- 
hurat.  Duirliun,  BlHbati,  BIIh,  Bbcock,  Bndabiw,  Elmi- 
u>n,  HrtnkB,  BqAagton,  BDriinpiBie,  BnnMtl,  June*  EL 
"impbell,  Lewi!  D.  CampMI,  CarollieB,  Cbalfee,  Em 

ark,  Ctawnn,  CJin|inan,  Howell  GoU ,  WilliUMan  K. 

. CoUi, Collu,  i;oinini,CDVOde, Crwls,  CniH ,  Cn-n. 
ford,  Cnmback,  Damrpll,  TlDioIhr  Dam,  U*y,  DeoB,  Da 
'■"-i,  Dick,  Dickmn,  Dodd,  OowdeH,  Dnim,  Durfw,  Edit, 


Giddlnra,  Gonde,  danger,  GmnirDod,  Grow,  AunMui 
Hal],  Rnben  B.  Han,  HariBB,  SimpHin  W.  Hani*,  Tgonu 
L.  Barri),  HairiKn,  Haven,  HollDWn'.  Tkonan  K.  Hor- 
um,  ValenilM  B.  Honoa,  Hamao,  llinnid,  Uuttutna, 
Jewatl,  Geone  W.  Jona,  J.  Glue;  Jonea,  Kelaejr,  Kcb- 
nen,  Kidwelt,  King,  Knapp,  Knl^,  Kanwlton,  Ku», 
Leiter,  Lcicher,  Lumpkin,  HiuaoetS.  Hanhall.  Maiinmi, 
IHcCuly,  MeMullin,  MeOnsen,  UeKtiiun,  RilHan  MUlrt. 
Bnuita  MUler,  UillMn,  Mmiaa,  MonlU,  Molt,  Mumr, 
NicHoli,  NonoD,  Andnw  Oliver,  Hordgcai  Oliver,  Psiferf, 
Peoice,  Perk-  Pelioo,  penninpon,  peny,  Pettii,  Pikr, 
Ponct,  Pnwell,  Pumance,  PirTpar,  QuiimBB.  Bsadr, 
Headr,  Blletalc,  tUvan,  SoMina,  Roberta,  RuSd,  Mahia, 
Sage,  Sandiilfe,  Sapp,  Ssvan,  Scon,  BewanI,  Sbemw), 
Sboncr,  SinnnoDi,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  Willium  R.  Sniih, 
Saeed,  SplDaer,  Sianian,  Siepheni,  Stewan,  Ruanahwi. 
Swope,  Talbon,  Tappan,  Taylor,  Tboringlon,  'nmtsinii. 
Todd,  Tnlton,  Tlippc,  Underwood,  VuiJ,  Valk,  WaiiP, 
Waknnan,  Walbiidge,  Waldron,  Warner,  Cadwaladat  C. 
Washbume,  EllUm  B.  Watlibume,  Iktcc]  Wnafahura, 
Walkins,  Waison,  Welrli,  Wioslow,  Wood,  Woodnif 
Woodwonli,  and  John  V.  Wriglit— IIS^ 
So  lhe  House  refused  to  adjourn  until  Wednes- 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn;  and  on  that  motion  I  demand  lhe 
yeas  imd  nays. 

The  ycaa  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.    I  demand  tellers  on  the 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Hou.owat 
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sl06. 

The  CLERK.  The  question  now  recurs  on 
the  molion  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
that  Ihe  motion  of  the  gentleman  ,from  Ohio  be 
laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  move  to  postpone  ihe  con- 
sideration of  that  resolution  until  Monday  next. 
'  The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  that  motion 
is  not  in  order.  The  yeas  and  nays  have  been 
ordered  on  the  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  BENSON.  I  thought  ^at  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered  on  the  adoptioa  of  the  resolu- 

Mr, KEITT.  ThegenllomanfVomSouthCaro- 
lina  [Mr.  Ona]  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
lhe  table,  and  on  that  motion  I  demanded  the 

Mr.  BENSON.    Were  they  ordered? 

Mr.  KEITT.     They  were. 

The  CLERK.  The  Journal  clerk  suataijis  the 
gentleman's  declaration.  The  yeaaand  nays  have 
been  ordered. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  appeal  to  the  gentleman 
f^omOhio  to  withdraw  his  motion  for  the  present. 
If  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  Housedesira 
that  a  vol 


on  that  side  of  the  House, 
speeches  made  on  our  side  of  the  House.  Wo 
think  tliat  it  is  too  early  to  make  speeches.  1 
therefore  respectfully  dcchne  to  withdraw  my 
propoailion.  I  think  that  we  ought  lo  pursue 
our  constitutional  business,  and  elect  a  Speaker 
to  preside  over  our  deliberations.  I  do  uol  deem 
this  the  right  time  for  debate. 
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The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  that  debate 
is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  desire  to  state  correctly  what  has  occurred 
here  ?    On  which  side  of  tne  House  does  that 

gentleman  sit  ?  I  understand  tliat  he  says  there 
as  been- no  speaking  on  his  side  of  the  House. 
Is  that  so? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  can  explain  myself.  A 
prcmosition  was  made  hy  the  gentleman  from 
AlaDQixia  to  organize  this  House.  Two  days 
have  passed  since  that  proposition  was  made. 
While  it  was  pending,  none  of  the  members  who 
Toted  for  Mr.  Banks  obtained  the  floor,  or  spoke 
on  the  sdbject  unless  by  the  courtesy  of  others. 

Mr.  CLERK.  This  debate  is  out  of  order. 
[Loud  cries  of  •* Call  the  roll  !*'    «*Order!"] 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  gentleman  undertakes 
to  say  that  none  of  those  on  his  side  of  the  House 
hare  spoken.  I  leave  the  House  to  answer  him. 
They  nave  heard  speeches  of  hours  in  length 
from  that  very  side  of  the  Hall. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  lay 
the  resolution  upon  th^jtable;  and  it  was  disagreed 
to— yeas  103,  nays  10^;  as  follows: 

YliAS--Me8srs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay,  Barksdale,  Bell, 
Bemy  8.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Boyce,  Bmrnettj  Cadwaladcr, 
John  P.  Campball,  Carlile,  Caruthcrs,  C&skie,  Clinrnian, 
HoweU  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Cox,  Craige,  Craw- 
fbrd,  Cullen,  Davidson,  Henry  Winter  Davi^.  Denver, 
Dowdell,  Edmuadson,  Edwards,  Elliott,  English,  Eustis, 
Evans,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Foster,  Hennr  M.  Fuller, 
Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode.  Greenwood.  Auguf tus  Uall, 
J.  Morrison  Harrie.  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomas  L.  Harris, 
Haven,  Herbert,  Houston,  Jewctt,  George  W.  Jones,  J. 
Clancy  Jones,  Keitt,  Kelly,  KenncU,  KidwcU,  Lake. 
Letebcr.  Lindley,  Lumpkin,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Samuel 
6.  Marsaall,  Maxwell,  McMulhn,  McQueen,  Smith  Miller, 
Millson,  Andrew  Oliver.  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Paine, 
PeiJ^  vMas,  Porter,  rowell,  Quitman.  Beade,  Ready, 
RiOMd.Ri^nimlBOn.  Kivere,  Ruffin,  Rust.Haiididge,  Savage, 
B^mm,  Shorter,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  Wtlliam  Smith,  Wd- 
fiuB  R.  Smith,  Sneed,  Stciriiens,  Stewart,  Swope,  Talbott, 
Taylor,  Trippe,  Underwood,  Vail,  Valk,  Walker,  Warner, 
WvOoDB,  Whitney,  Winslow,  John  V.  Wright,  and  Zolli- 
eolfer--I03. 

KAYS — Messrs.  Albright,  Anison,  Barbour,  Heniy  Ben- 
Bfltty  Benson,  Billinghurst.  Bingham,  Bishop,  Bliss,  Brad- 
,  Brenton,  Brooks,  Broom,  Buffingtoa,  Burlingarae. 
rnHH<8  H.  Campbell,  Lewis  D.  CaoipbeU,  ChadEee,  Bayard 
Clstk,  Ezra  Clark,  Clawnon,  Coliax,  Comins,  Covode, 
CngiB.  Cumback,  Damrell,  Timothy  Davis.  Day,  Dean, 
De  Witt.  Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd,  Dunn,  Durfee,  Edie, 
Emrie,  Etheridge,  Flagler,  Galloway,  Giddings,  Gilbert, 
Granger.  Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan,  Harrison,  Hollo- 
way.  Thomas  R.  Hoiton,  Valentine  B.  Horton,  Howard, 
Hu^Dston,  Kelsey,  King.  Knapo,  Kni^it,  KnowHon,  Knox, 
Leiter,  Matteaon.  Meacoam,  Killian  Miller,  Moore,  M<»- 
mau,  Morrill,  Mott,  Murray,  Nichols,  Norton,  Parker, 
Pearce,  Pelton,  Pemun^n^  Perry,  Pcttit,  Pike,  Pringle, 
Purviance,  Puryear,  Ritchie,  Robbine,  Roberts,  Babin, 
8age,  Sapp,  Scott,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Spinner,  Stanton, 
Btranahan,  Tappan,  Thorin^n,  Thurston, Todd,  Trafton, 
Wade.  Wakeman,  Walbrid^e.  Waldron,  Cadwalader  C. 
Wasfaoume,  Ellihu  B.  Washbume,  Israel  Washburn^ 
W«leb,  Wiliiams,  Wood,  Woodnifl',  and  Woodworth— 109. 

So  the  House  ref\ise4  to  lay  the  resolution  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  ORR.  Mr.  Clerk,  this  is  a  resolution 
which  will,  in  all  probability,  give  rise  to  debate. 
I  therefore  hope  that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
will  consent  to  nave  the  resolution  postponed  until 
ilonday,  at  one  o'clock. 

Mr.  RUST.  With  the  gentleman 's  permission, 
I  will  offer  what  I  send  to  the  Clerk's  desk,  as  a 
substitute  for  the  proposition  which  is  now  be- 
fore the  House. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

R4$okBtd,  That  hereafter,  until  a  Speaker  it  elected  after 
meeting  in  this  HaU,  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.,  no  motionj 
re86littu>n,  or  debate  shall  be  in  order  until  we  have  voted 
two  hours  for  Speaker ;  and  that  after  debate  on  any  ques- 
tiOQ  shall  have  commenced,  there  shall  be  no  more  voting 
for  Speaker  during  that  day. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

Mr.  pRR.  It  is  suggested  that  perhaps  the 
resolution  will  be  given  the  go-by.  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  accomplish  any  such  result.  If  such  is 
likely  to  be  tne  result  of  an  adjournment,  the 
House  had  better  vote  now  upon  my  motion  to 
postpone  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  until 
one  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  make  my  motion  with 
the  understanding  that  the  resolution  will  come 
up  regularly  in  order  on  Monday  next  at  twelve 
oxlocK. 

Mr.  RUST.  That  can  be  done  by  unanimous 
consent. 

Mr.  HUMPHREY  MARSHALL,    Thegen- 
tieman  had  better  waive  his  motion  to  adjourn. 
Mr.  SHERMAN.    J  will  not  do  so,  unless  the 


common  understanding  is  that  the  resolution  will 
come  up  on  Monday,  at  twelve  o'clock. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  would  state  that 
the  resolution  will  fall  jrith  the  adjournment, 
and  cannot  be  "renewed  on  Monday  except  by 
unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  withdraw  the  motion  to 
adjourn. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  understand  the  Clerk  to  decide 
that  the  proposition  will  not  come  up  on  Monday  > 
unless  it  is  regularly  postponed  by  a  vote  of  the 
House.  If  so,  why  not  take  a  vote  and  allow 
the  question  to  be  disposed  of;  it  can  be  accom- 
plished in  half  a  minute. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
postpone,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  now  renew  my  motion 
to  adjourn. 

Mr.  ORR.    Upon  that  I  demand  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered ;  and  Messrs.  Humphrey 
Marsbalx.  and  Cumback  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported niAety-six  in  the  affirmative,  and  forty- 
nine  in  the  negative.  So  the  motion  was  agreed 
to. 

The  House  accordingly  (at  four  o'clock)  ad- 
journed until  Monday  next,  at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 


IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  December  34, 1855. 

Hon.  Robert  Toombs  appeared  in  his  place 
this  morning. 

The  Journal  of  Thursday  last  was  read  and 
approved. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  presented  the  petition  of  in- 
habitants of  Penobscot  Rivers,  Maine,  praying 
for  the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  from  Mat- 
tawamheay  to  Nichetou;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  SLIDELL  presented  the  petition  of  Ce- 
zaire  Wallace,  praying  for  the  confirmation  of 
his  title  to  a  tract  of  leuid  in  Louisiana;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims. 

Mr.  DODGE  presented  the  memoriid  of  the 
register  and  receiver  of  the  land  office  at  Mena- 
sha,  Wisconsin,  praying  for  additional  compen- 
sation; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

-  Mr.  BROWN  presented  the  petition  of  Michael 
Nash,  a  fi^ard  or  the  penitentiary  of  the  District 
of  Columoia,  praying  tor  additional  compensation 
for  the  time  he  was  employed  on  other  duty  in 
the  penitentiary;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Dutrict  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  prclented  two  petitions 
of  citizens  of  Iowa,  pri&ying  for  the  establishment 
of  a  mail  route  from  Decorah  to  Mitchell,  in  that 
State; 

Also,  threepetitions  of  citizens  of  Iowa,  praying 
for  the  estabUshment  of  a  mail  route  from  West 
Union,  in  that  State,  to  Austin,  in  the  Territory 
of  Minnesota;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

WITHDRAWAL  OF  PAPERS. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  SUMNER,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  Huldah  Butler, 
for  the  half  pay  of  her  father  as  lieutenant  colonel  in  the 
Revolution,  be  withdrawn  l>om  the  flies  of  tiie  Senate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WADE,  it  was 

Ordered^  That  the  papers  in  tlte  case  of  Jonas  P.  Levy 
be  withdrawn  fVom  the  files  of  the  Senate,  for  the  porpoae 
of  presenting  them  to  the  Court  of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HAMLIN,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  tlie  memorial  of  citizens  of  Oeoifetown, 
District  of  Columbia,  pia>-ing  for  the  purchase  of  Forrest 
Hall  for  a  post  office  and  cUMom-house,  be  withdrawn  firom 
the  files  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HAMLIN,  it  was 
Ordered f  That  tbe  memorial  of  Lemuel  Worater,  praying 
for  a  pension  for  disability  incurred  while  employed  as  a 
waiter  to  a  military  officer  in  the  United  Btates  service 
during  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain,  be  withdrawn  from 
the  files,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

REVOLUTIONARY  SERVICES  OF  CAPT.NILE8. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  I  ask  leave  to  present  the  peti- 
tion of  Hannah  F.  Niles,  of  XSTorwich,  in  the 
State  of  Connecticut.  The  petition  sets  forth  sub- 
stantially that  the  petitioner  is  the  sole  surviving 
daughter  and  child  of  the  late  Capt€un  Robert 
NilcB,  of  Norwich,  in  Connecticut,  nowdeceascdi 


and  his  sole  heir-at-law;  that  prior  to  the  war  of 
the  Revolution  the  father  of  the  petitioner,  Cap- 
tain Niles,  was  engaged  in  the  merchant  service 
as  a  shipmaster,  and  had  acquired  so  high  a  rep- 
utation m  his  profession,  that  immediately  after 
the  breaking  out  of  the  war  in  the  spring  or  1775, 
Colonel  Mott,  the  chief  officer  of  engineers  at 
Fort  George,  Ticonderoga,  made  a  request  to 
Governor  Trumbull, then  Governorof  the  colony 
of  Connecticut,  that  Captain  Niles  miffht  be  or- 
dered to  that  post  with  a  view  of  his  taking  com- 
mand of  one  of  the  armed  vessels  on  the  lake — a 
very  important  service  connected  with  the  defense 
ana  protection  of  that  post;  that  subsequently ,  in 
the  same  year,  in  the  fall  of  1775,  Captain  Niles 
was  commissioned  in  the  service  of  the  Colonies, 
and  ordered  to  the  command  of  the  schooner 
Spy,  an  armed  Tcessel  belonging  to  the  colony  of 
Connecticut,  and  ordered  to  cruise  on  the^  coast 
of  the  colony  for  its  protection,  under  a  commis- 
sion signed  by  Jonathan  Trumbull,  then  Governor 
of  the  colony — a  name  closely  associated  with  the 
name  of  George  Washington,  and  with  the  history 
of  our  Revolution.  The  commission  thus  signed 
by  him,  and  dated  August  7th,  1775,  is  appended 
to  the  petition. 

The  petitioner  ftirther  represents  tliat  in  April, 
1776,  daptain  Niles  was  ordered  with  his  vessel 
to  join  the  fleet  of  Admiral  Hopkins,  cruising  in 
the  service  and  under  the  avthority  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  it»e  United  States;  that  during  tlie 
years  1776  and  1777  Captain  Niles  continued  in 
the  command  of  the  Spy  and  of  another  vessel 
caUed  the  Dolphin,  and  while  in  the  command  of 
these  vessels  performed  very  important  services 
by  capturing  various  prizes  on  tne  coast,  which 
be  brought  mto  port,  and  which  were  applied  for 
the  service  of  the  country  and  the  Army,  then 
destitute  and  in  great  want;  that  he  was  also  en- 
gaged in  the  transportation  of  provisions  and 
stores  for  the  Army  at  different  points  along  the 
coast  between  New  England  and  Virginia;  that 
in  the  month  of  June,  1778,  Captain  Niles  was 
employed  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
to  carry  out  an  official  copy  of  the  ratification  of 
the  treaty  then  recently  made  between  the  United 
States  and  France;  that  he  successfully  performed 
this  service,  and  carried  the  treaty  from  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  France,  and  delivered  it  to  Dr. 
Franklin,  then  our  resident  Minister  at  Paris;  and 
he  returned  home  to  his  country  and  made  report 
of  his  voyage  and  services  to  the  proper  aumor- 
ities. 

This  is  a  brief  statement  of  the  services  set 
forth  in  the  petition  by  Miss  Niles.  They  are 
set  forth,  Mr.  President,  without  any  ostentation 
or  display.  She  asks  at  the  hands  of  the  Senate 
that  some  compensation  may  be  made  to  her  for 
these  services  of  her  father.  I  may  say  a  word 
in  addition  to  the  facts  thus  detaileo  in  the  peti- 
tion. Captain  Niles  died  in  the  year  1818,  and 
died  in  extreme  poverty.  He  never  received 
anything  from  the  Grovernment  except  the  de- 
preciated pay  with  which  the  Government  then 
attempted  to  discharge  its  debts,  unless  the  single 
sum  of  fifty  dollars,  which  was  paid  a  short  time 
previous  to  his  death,  under  one  of  the  acts  of 
Congress  which  had  then  recently  been  passed. 
He  died  before  any  other  payment  under  the  law 
became  due.  The  services  which  he  rendered, 
and  which  are  thus  imperfectly  and  briefly  de- 
tailed in  the  petition,  were  of  a  most  important 
character — not  as  brilliant,  it  is  true,  as  some 
that  were  rendered;  but  the  carrying  out  and 
delivery  of  the  treaty  between  our  Government 
and  France  must  certainly  be  reckoned  as  among 
the  most  important  services  which  could  then  be 
rendered.  Our  Government  at  that  time  consid- 
ered it  a  matter  of  so  much  importance,  that 
there  were  three  several  copies  of  the  treaty  dis- 
patched by  Uiree  difierent  vessels.  Captain  Niles 
was  the  only  man  of  the  three  who  succeeded  in 
crossing  the  ocean  and  in  delivering  the  treaty; 
both  the  other  vessels  were  captured  by  the  ene- 
my. Captain  Niles  succeeded  in  landing  at 
Brest,  in  twenty-seven  days  after  he  sailed  uom 
the  harbor  of  Stonington,  in  Connecticut,  run- 
ning the  gauntlet  through  the  English  fleet  off 
Brest,  where  he  was  chased  for  a  lon^  time  by 
two  English  frigatesi  but  he  landed  ni  safety. 
He  founa  the  French  fleet  waiting  for  the  copy 
of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  in  order  to  sail 
for  this  country,  and  immediately  after  he  landed 
that  fleet  sailed^  and  succor  came  to  our  shores. 
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Miss  Niles,  this  petitioner,  lives  in  my  imme- 
diate neighboi-hood— indeed,  is  one  of  my  nearest 
neighbors.  She  is  a  most  meritorious  and  de- 
serving woman.  She  is  in  extreme  want.  She 
is  advancing  in  years,  and  is  in  feeble  and  infirm 
health.  A  few  aays  before  I  left  home  she  called 
on  me,  and,  with  tears,  begged  that  I  would  say 
a  word  to  the  Senate  in  her  behalf.  I  hope  but 
a  single  word  is  necessary  to  bespeak  the  favor- 
able consideration  of  tlie  petition.  I  move  that 
it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
CLAIMS  FOR  INDIAN  DEPREDATIONS. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  I  offer  the  following 
resolution : 

Reaohtd.Thnt  such  of  the  private  claims  as  were  em- 
braced in  Senate  bill  No.  43,  of  the  last  ConereiM,  and 
which  the  cloiraantx  may  choose  to  prosccnle  before  the 
Court  of  Claims  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  referred  to  the 
«niu  court. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.    What  are  the  claims? 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  Perhaps  it  would  be 
proper  for  me  to  say  a  few  words  in  explanation 
of  tne  resolution.  The  bill  to  which  it  refers  is 
one  providing  for  the  payment,  in  the  aggregate, 
of  upwards  of  a  thousand  claimants  for  depre- 
dations committed  on  the  citizens  of  (Borgia  and 
Alabama,  in  1836,  during  the  Indian  outbreak,  or 
Indian  war  as  some  term  it,  which  occurred  at 
that  period.  A  bill  has  been  repeatedly  before 
^e  Senate  providing  for  the  payment  of  these 
claims.  A  class  of  claimants,!  understand,  re- 
Hiding  in  Georgia — and  there  may  perhaps  be  a 
few  in  Alabama — desire  to  refer  their  claims  to 
the  Court  of  Claims.  I  offer  the  resolution  at  the 
instance  of  the  Senator  from  Georgia,  not  now 
in  his  scat,  FMr.  Ivbrson,]  to  enable  those  of  the 
claimants  who  desire  to  do  so  to  bring  their  cases 
before  the  Court  of  Claims. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Are  they  not  covered  by 
the  order  which  we  passed  the  other  day  ? 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  No,  sir.  I  desired  that 
they  should  not  be.  I  understand  that  the  larger 
number  of  the  claimants  design  to  appeal  to  Con- 
gress and  not  to  the  Court  of  Claims.  For  this 
«-cason,  I  requested  the  committee  not  to  embrace 
them  in  the  resolution  which  was  passed  the 
other  day 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  It  seems  to  me  that  they 
are  covered  by  the  r^olution  which  we  passed 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  No,  sir,  they  are  not 
covered  by  that  resolution,  and  were  designed 
not  to  be  included  within  it.  I  will  say  to  the 
gentleman  that  these  claims  depend  on  aifferent 
considerations.  Some  are  for  the  loss  of  property, 
others  for  destruction  of  crops,  others  for  prop- 
erty taken  to  sustain  the  army.  It  is  thougnt 
by  some  that  the  Court  of  Claims  will  have  juris- 
diction over  the  cases  of  those  whose  property 
was  taken  to  sustain  the  army  while  engaged  in 
that  war  with  the  Indians,  in  1836.  The  Senator 
from  Georgia,  in  whose  behalf  I  have  offered 
this  resolution  is  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  and  he  designed  that  these  claims  should 
not  be  embraced  in  the  resolution  reported  by 
that  committee,  but  that  it  should  be  optional 
with  the  claimants  to  bring  their  cases  before  the 
Court  of  Claims  if  they  should  think  proper  to 
do  so. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  think  the  resolution 
had  better  lie  over.  This  is  a  subject  which  has 
been  considered  by  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
and  they  can  tell  us  how  far  it  will  be  proper  to 
go  in  reference  to  it 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  I  have  no  objection  to 
allowing  the  resolution  to  lie  over. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  resolution  lies  over 
under  the  rule. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  to  Thursday 
next.  

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  December  24, 1855. 
The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 
The  Journal  of  Saturday  was  read  and  approved . 

The  CLEIRK.  The  business  first  in  order  is 
the  resolution  submitted  on  Saturday  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maine,  [Mr.  Perrt,]  the  consider- 
ation of  which  was  postponed  until  to-day,  and  the 
pending  question  is  on  agreeing  to  the  amend- 
ment, in  the  nature  of  a  substitute,  submitted  by 
the  g'^ntlemon  from  Arkansas,  [Mr.  Rust.] 


The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Perry  is  in  these 

words: 

RcMolved,  That  from  and  nfler  thJti  day  no  debate  shall 
be  in  order  until  a  Speaker  be  elected. 

The  substitute  proposed  by  Mr.  Rust  is  as 

follows: 

Rewhedy  That  hereafter,  until  a  Speaker  Is  elected,  after 
meeting  in  this  Hall  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.,  no  motion, 
resolution,  or  debate  shall  be  in  order  until  we  have  voted 
two  hours  for  Speaker ;  and  that  after  debate  on  any  ques- 
tion shall  have  commenced,  there  shall  be  no  more  voting 
for  Speaker  during  that  day. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATIONS. 

Mr.  LEITER.  I  desire  to  say  a  word  in  the 
way  of  explanation.  1  did  hope  that  it  ncvor 
would  have  become  necessary  for  me>  during  the 
present  unorganized  condition  of  the  House,  to 
say  a  word  of  explanation,  or  to  make  a  single 
remark.  But  it  appears  to  me  that  there  is  a 
misapprehension  on  the  part  of  gentlemen  with 
whom  I  am  acting  in  regard  to  my  position,  and 
fearing  that  there  may  also  be  some  misappre- 
hension in  the  country,  I  deem  a  word  of  ex- 
planation on  my  part  appropriate  at  this  time. 

For  some  days  past  two  votes  have  been  cast 
for  me  for  Spealcer,  and  it  may  be  supposed  that 
there  is  something  wrong  in  mv  position,  though 
I  have  been  voting  here  for  Mr.  Banks  as  con- 
stantly and  as  regularly  as  any  gentleman  upon 
this  floor.  I  wisTi  to  say,  distinctly,  that  I  have 
never  been  a  candidate,  that  I  am  not  now  a  can- 
didate, and  that  I  never  will  be  a  candidate  for 
Speaker  of  this  House.  That,  I  think,  will  place 
me  right  upon  the  record,  and  that  is  all  I  desire 
to  say. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  claim  the  indulgence  of 
the  House,  Mr.  Clerk,  for  a  few  moments,  some- 
what in  the  way  of  personal  explanation;  and  I 
hope  the  reporters  will  do  me  the  justice  to  take 
down  as  accurately  as  possible  the  remarks  that 
I  shall  have  the  honor  to  deliver  tliis  morning. 

My  position,  sir,  in  this  House  is  somewhat 
peculiar.  I  was  sent  from  the  district  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  represent,  under  no  special  or  dis- 
tinct organization.  I  come  here  to  represent  no 
peculiar  or  special  party.  I  am  here,  sir,  not 
as  a  partisan  of  any  man,  or  of  any  Administra- 
tion, but  I  am  here  to  discharge  my  duty  to  the 
country  as  a  Representative  of  the  people  in  this, 
a  branch  of  one  of  the  coordinate  departments  of 
the  Government.  Well,  sir,  what  is  the  attitude 
of  matters  now  before  the  country?  Occupying 
the  position  I  do  I  have,  sir,  voted  from  the  be- 
ginning of  the  session,  up  to  this  time,  in  favor 
of  the  distinguished  gentleman  from  the  State  of 
Illinois,  [Mr.  Ricuaroson.1  I  lodk  upon  him 
as  a  northwestern  man.  I  look  upon  him  as 
sustaining,  truly  aftd  fairly,  the  gres^t  question 
in  which  I  am  interested,  and  in  wmch  the  people 
I  represent  are  concerned.  I  look  upon  that  gen- 
tleman, so  far  as  personal  qualifications  arc  con- 
cerned, as  equal  to  those  of  any  otlier  gentleman 
upon  tliis  floor.  Distin^ished  upon  the  battle- 
field, as  he  has  been,  distinguished  in  the  councils 
of  the  country — a  gallant  soldier,  and  an  inflex- 
ible statesman,  it  has  given  me  great  pleasure,  as 
a  Representative  of  the  whole  people,  to  cast  my 
suflrages  for  him. 

Now,  sir,  we  arc  in  the  fourth  week  of  the  ses- 
sion. The  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  under 
which  we  all  act,  seems  to  have  contemplated  that 
this  House  should  be  organized  the  first  day  of  the 
session,  and  without  any  such  extended  delay 
as  this.  The  act  of  1789,  passed  in  pursuance  of 
the  Constitution,  and  with  a  view  or  carrying  out 
the  provisions  of  that  instrument,  specifically  re- 
quires, before  any  other  business  shall  be  trans- 
acted, that  the  House  shall  be  organized  by  the 
election  of  a  Speaker;  that*  the  Speaker  shall  be 
sworn  by  some  member  of  the  House ;  and  that 
the  Speaker  shall  then  administer  the  oath  of  office 
to  the  members  of  the  House.  Was  it  ever  con- 
ceived by  the  fVamers  of  the  Constitution,  or  by 
the  national  Legislative  Council  of  1789,  that  such 
a  state  of  things  as  this  should  exist?  The  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  in  another  provis- 
ion declares  that  the  State  and  National  ofliccrs, 
before  they  shall  undertake  the  exercise  of  any 
trust,  or  the  discharge  of  any  responsibility,  shall 
take  an  oath  to  support  the  Constitution.  Then, 
sir,  I  apprehend  that  we  are  in  a  most  anomalous 
position.  I  apprehend  there  is  a  great  duty  which 
wc  owe  to  the  country.  There  is  a  high  duty 
which  wc  have  U>  discharge. 


In  surveying  this  House,  and  looking  to  its 
characteristics,  we  find  three  great  elements  com- 
posing it.  There  is  this  northern  Free-Soil  party, 
there  is  a  party  which  I  will  characterize  as  the 
American  party*  and  there  is  the  great  Demo- 
cratic party.  These  are  three  distinct  elements 
of  power,  and  thi-ee  distinct  parties.  How  is 
thellouse  to  be  organized,  as  long  as  wc  occupy 
the  position  which  we  now  do?  Now,  sir,  I  com- 
mend the  spirit  which  animated  the  sentleman 
from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Walkeu,]  when  he  spoke, 
tlie  other  day,  of  the  condition  of  this  House,  and 
of  what  was  due  from  us  to  the  country.  And 
I  yield  great  credit  to  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr.  Fuller,]  for  rising,  during  the 
progress  of  this  discussion,  and  defining,  dis- 
tinctly, his  position  before  the  House,  and  the 
country.  No  matter  what  were  his  antecedents, 
no  matter  what  his  programme  before  the  people. 
As  to  those,  we  have  no  ri^ht  to  ask  any  ques- 
tions. Wc  have  only  the  right  to  inquire  what 
his  position  now  is  upon  the  great  questions 
now  before  this  country.  The  position  of  the 
gentleman  for  whom  I  have  had  tlie  honor  of 
casting  my  vote  needs  no  defining.  His  position, 
defined  by  his  acts,  and  avowed  from  the  rery 
beginning:,  is  well  known  to  this  country. 

Mr.  VALK,  (interrupting.)  The  gentleman 
will  excuse  me  for  interrupting  him,  out  I  be- 
lieve that  a  rule  was  adopted  on  Saturday  last, 
that  no  member  should  hold  the  floor  longer  than 
ten  minutes.  Am  I  correct  in  my  understanding 
of  that  rule  ? 

The  CLERK.  I  think  the  gentleman  is  cor- 
rect, but  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  has  occu- 
pied the  floor  for  only  five  minutes. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  desire  to  aecomrood«te 
myself  to  the  rule  which  the  House  has  pre- 
scribed. But  I  conceive  that,  as  I  rise  for  tho 
purpose  of  making  a  personal  explanation,  I 
would  not  be  included  within  the  spirit  of  the 
rule,  as  it  is  not  in  the  nature  of  debate.  If  tliis 
rule,  however,  applies  to  me,  I  am  willing  to 
conform  to  it. 

The  CLER.K.    The  Qerk  thinks  the  gentIe-1 
man  comes  within  the  rule  adopted  by  the  House 
on  Saturday  last,  and  that  he  will  be  confined,  in 
his  remarks,  to  ten  minutes,  unless  the  House, 
by  unanimous  consent,  allow  him  to  proceed, 

Mr.  STEWART.  This  is  the  first  time  since 
the  commencement  of  the  session,  that  I  have 
occupied  the  time  of  the  House,  and  I  do  not  in- 
tend to  trespass  upon  the  kindness  of  the  House 
in  elucidating  the  position  I  occupy  in  the  pres- 
ent contest. 

I  was  about  to  remark,  when  I  was  interrupted, 
that  tlie  position  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr.  Banes,]  who  is  supported  here  by 
a  strong  party,  is  not  defined,  and  has  not  been. 
It  has  been  charged  that,  upon  one  occasion,  that 
gentleman,  in  a  speech  made  by  him,  used  the 
langu^  "let  the  Union  slide."  I  am  not  in- 
formed^ nor  do  I  think  proper  to  inquire,  under 
what  circumstances  those  remarks  were  made, 
but  I  say  it  is  due  to  the  country,  upon  the  part 
of  that  gentleman,  to  put  himself  rignt  upon  that 
matter,  as  it  relates  to  the  dissolution  of  the 
Union.  I  cannot,  as  I  stand,  support  that  gentle- 
man under  any  circumstances  for  Speaker  of  this 
House.  I  can  cheerfully  support  tne  gentleman 
from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Richardson,]  who  is  carrying 
out  the  views  I  entertain,  and  the  views  enter- 
tained by  those  whom  I  represent,  upon  this  floor, 
upon  the  all-absorbing  question  of  the  day.  But 
ir  the  gentlemen  from  the  North  stand  by  the 
distin^shed  candidate  from  Massachusetts,  and 
the  friends  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
support  him,  and  tne  advocates  of  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois  continue  to  sustain  him,  as  they  have 
done  from  day  to  day,  I  submit  to  the  members 
of  this  House,  when  is  this  struggle  to  terminate  ? 

Now,  sir,  I  hold  myself  bound,  in  regard  to  tho 
organization  of  this  House,  under  my  particular 
position  and  my  views  of  public  duty,  to  adopt 
some  practical  constitutional  mode  by  which  to 
reach  a  conclusion  of  this  question.  There  is  a 
responsibility  which  we  owe  to  party,  and  there 
is  a  responsibility  which  wc  owe  to  tne  country. 
It  is  not  sufiicient  to  charge  the  responsibility  of 
this  state  of  aflfairs  upon  this  party  or  that  party. 
Wo  are  all  responsible,  for  every  man  comes 
here  under  an  ooligation  to  discharge  his  whole 
duty  to  the  country. 

I  said  I  was  not  a  partisan  of  the  Administra- 
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tion.  They  have  their  duties  to  perform,  and  I 
will  say,  so  far  as  they  have  endeavored  to  dis- 
charge their  duty,  I  have  no  occasion  to  com- 
plain. We  are  not  sent  here  to  support  this  par- 
ticular Administration  or  to  oppose  it.  We  are 
sent  here  to  discharge  our  duty  as  the  Represent- 
atires  of  the  people,  and  the  people  will  nold  us 
respcmsible  for  their  proper  discharge,  as  a  coor- 
dinate branch  of  the  Goyemment. 

I  win,  Mr.  Clerk,  without  trespassing  further 
upon  the  attention  of  the  House,  propose  and 
submit  for  the  consideration  of  the  House  some 
resolutions  -iMiich  I  have  drawn  up.  I  will  offer 
them  either  as  a  substitute  for  that  already  before 
the  House,  or  will  have  them  laid  upon  the  table 
for  future  consideration. 

The  resolutions  of  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land [Mr.  Stewart]  were  sent  to  the  Clerk's  desk 
to  be  read. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman's  [Mr.  Stew- 
art's]  time  has  expired;  and  therefore  the  Clerk 
thinks  that  his  resolutions  are  not  in  order  at  this 
time.     [Cries  of  "  Let  them  be  read ! ' '] 

The  blerk  proceeded  to  read  the  resolutions, 
but  was  interrupted  by  — 

Mr.  CLINQmAN.  I  am  averse  to  interrupting 
any  gentleman  on  this  floor.  Bui  it  seems  to  me 
better  that  we  should  proceed  in  order,  and  I  hope 
therefore  that  before  tne  proposition  is  submitted 
to  the  House,  we  will  nrst  dispose  of  the  two 
resolutions  already  pending.  I  do  not  object  U> 
the  gentleman  offering  his  resolutions  at  the  proper 
time,  but  I  do  object  to  anything  that  is  not  in 
order.         

Mr.  MATTESON.  Do  I  not  understand  the 
Clerk  to  have  decided  that  the  resolutions  of  the 
^nUemanfirom  Maryland  [Mr.  Stewart]  are  not 
in  order} 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  have  objected  in  good 
faith  to  the  introduction  of  the  gentleman's  prop- 
osition, because  I  think  it  is  better  to  proceed  m 
ordfir,  Af\er  the  pending  propositions  are  dis- 
poned of,  then  let  the  gentleman's  [Mr.  Stew- 
Mt's]  resolutions  be  introduced. 

TThe  CLERK.  Objection  having  been  made, 
the  resolutions  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
[Mr.  Stewart]  cannot  now  be  read. 

Mr.  MATTESON.  As  I  understand  the  Clerk 
to  decide  that  the  resolutions  offered  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  are  not  in  order,  I  now  ask 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Sherman]  to  with- 
dra^^iis  resolution  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  me 
to-^ffer  a  proposition  for  a  plurality  vote  to-day. 

The  Clerk.  The  gentleman  from  Maine 
[Mr.  Perry]  has  control  of  the  resolution  before 
the  House;  be  having  accepted  the  proposition  of 
the  ^ntleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Sherman]  as  a 
modification  of  his  original  resolution. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  submit,  Mr.  Clerk,  that 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Stewart] 
has  a  right  to  read  his  resolutions. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  He  has  not;  his  time  has 
expired. 

Mr.  STEWART.  The  resections  which  I 
have  offered  are  in  the  nature  of  a  compromise.  I 
want  the  House  distinctly  to  understand  that.  I 
should  like  to  have  them  read  for  the  purpose  of 
having  them  acted  upon  at  the  proper  time. 

The  CLERK.  Oojection  having  been  made, 
the  resolutions  cannot  now  be  read. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  appeal  from  that  decision. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  submit  that  it  is  perfectly 
competent  for  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr. 
Stewart]  to  reaa  his  own  proposition. 

Mr,  CLINGMAN.  It  is  not  competent  for 
him  to  read  them,  inasmuch  as  his  time  is  out. 

Mr.  RUST  asked  whether  he  was  not  entitled 
to  the  floor? 

The  CLERK.  Yes;  but  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  has  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the 
Cleric,  and  the  question  before  the  House  is, 
'*  Shall  the  decision  of  the  Clerk  stand  as  the 
judgment  of  the  House?" 

Mr.  STEWART.    I  withdraw  my  appeal. 

Mr.  RUST  took  the  floor. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ar- 
kansas [Mr.  Rust]  to  yield  me  the  floor  for  a 
moment  only. 

Mr.  RUST.  I  yield  the  floor  to  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  MATTESON.  I  supposed,  Mr.  Clerk, 
that  I  was  entitled  to  the  floor. 

The  CLERK.  The  Qerk  has  recognized  the 
gentleman  from-New  York,  [Mr.  Mattbion.] 


Mr.  BANKS.  Then  I  desire  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  to  yield  me  the  floor. 

Mr.  MATTESON.    With  pleasure. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  was  not  present,  Mr.  Clerk, 
in  the  Hall  of  the  House  at  the  moment  that  the 
distinguished  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr. 
STEWART}-maae  aUusion  to  myself.  Inasmuch 
as  my  attention  has  been  called  to  it  by  one  of 
my  fnends,  I  beg  of  that  gentleman  to  oo  me  the 
honor  to  repeat  his  suggestion,  that  I  may  re- 
spond to  it 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  had  the  honor  to  state 
to  the  House,  when  I  was  up 

Mr.  RUST,  ^interrupting.)  I  thought,  Mr. 
Clerk,  that  I  haa  the  floor. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Matteson]  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  and 
he  has  given  way  to  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr.  Banks.] 

Mr.  STEWART,  (resuming.)  I  took  occasion 
to  state  that  the  position  of  the  gentleman  whom 
I  had  the  honor  to  support  for  the  speakership, 
the  distinguished  genUemaiv  from  Illinois,  [Mr. 
Richardson,]  on  me  great  questions  which  now 
agitate  the  country,  was  distinctly  and  specifically 
known;  that  the  honorable  i?entleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania [Mr.  Fuller]  had  also,  in  his  own  per- 
son, and  from  his  own  place  in  this  House,  denned 
his  position  in  reference  to  these  great  questions; 
but  that  the  attitude  of  the  distinguished  |;entle- 
man  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Banks]  in  reference 
to  these  questions  was  not  known,  fluid  that  it 
had  been  charged  upon  him  by  some  member 
here,  that  in  a  speech  which  he  made  in  the  State 
of  Maine,  he  had  stated  that,  under  some  circum- 
stances, he  was  willing  to  let  the  Union  slide — 
that  he  had  used  the  words,  '*  let  the  Union  slide. " 
His  attitude,  I  remarked,  was  not  precisely  known 
in  reference  to  these  great  questions  before  the 
House;  and  I  thought  it  was  due  to  the  House, 
and  to  the  country,  from  that  gentleman,  or  from 
the  friends  who  sustain  him  for  the  speakership, 
that  his  attitude  should  be  distinctly  and  unequiv- 
ocally stated  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  House. 
That  is,  I  believe,  in  substance  what  I  stated  on 
this  subject. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  have  but  a  word  to  say.  I 
have  never  in  my  life  expressed  a  sentiment  of 
indififcrence  to  the  Union  of  the  States — never  in 
my  life.  In  the  speech  which  I  made  in  Mfldne, 
and  which  has  been  referred  to  here,  I  said  what 
has  been  said  by  sdmost  every  man  who  has  ever 
fldluded  to  the  Union  of  the  States.  Ithacl  reference 
to  the  future  only,  and  to  the  natural  results  of 
that  new  policy  which  hflis  been  inaugurated  in 
relation  to  the  institution  of  slavery. "  And  I  ex- 
pressed this  opinion  at  that  time  that  one  such 
result  would  be,  if  that  policy  were  carried  out  to 
what  seemed  to  be  its  legitimate  issue,  to  wean 
the  affections  of  good  men  from  the  Union  of 
States  tc^which  they  have  always  clung.  It  was 
an  appeal  to  the  people  of  that  State,  not  against 
the  Union,  but  to  bnn^  it  again  back  to  the  prin- 
ciples which  animated  its  foundera. 

I  never  revised  any  report  of  that  speech,  and 
am  not  responsible  for  the  phraseology  in  which 
its  sentiments  are  clothed;  but  no  report  that  I 
have  ever  seen  of  it  has  represented  me  as  speak- 
ing of  the  Union  as  it  is,  but,  in  every  instance, 
as  speaking  of  the  consequences  to  the  country, 
if  that  policy  which  I  indicated  should  be  carried 
out  to  its  last  and  legitimate  results — prostituting 
its  gigantic  powera  to  the  extension  of  a  single 
interest,  and  strengthening  and  perpetuating  its 
influence  in  every  part  of  the  country,  in  the 
States  where  it  exists,  in  the  Territories,  and  in 
the  fr^e  States. 

I  have  never  yet  in  my  life  expressed  a  feeling 
of  indififcrence  to  the  Union  of  the  States.  I  am 
for  the  Union  as  it  is,  and  not  for  its  dissolution 
under  any  circumstances.  I  will  meet  its  enemies 
in  the  field  of  the  Union,  to  fi^ht  for  the  Union. 
I  am  for  it  as  the  guarantor  of  the  rights  of  the 
States,  as  the  main  prop— to  use  the  words  of 
Washington — of  the  liberties  of  the  American 
people.  And  I  trust  that  its  existence  may  be 
peipetufld;  that  it  may  forever  stand  in  the  record 
of  numan  histories,  crowned  with  an  immortal 
fame.     [Continued  applause.] 

Mr.  BOYCE.  I  desire  to  propound  a  Ques- 
tion to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Banks.1 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Matteson]  has  Uie  floor. 


Mr.  BOYCE.  Well,  I  ask  that  e^entleman  to 
yield  me  the  floor,  that  I  may  ask  the  gentleman 
from  MassflUihusetts  one  or  two  questions  at  this 
time.  • 

The  CLERK.  Does  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  yield  to  the  gentleman  from  South  Cio'o- 
lina? 

Mr.  BOYCE.    Do  so,  just  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  MATTESON  decUned  to  yield  the  floor. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  I  hope  the  eentle- 
man  from  New  York  [Mr.  Matteson]  willallow 
a  question  to  be  put  to  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr.  Banks,]  for  his  last  answer  is 
somewhatpeculiar.  Let  the  opportunity,  there- 
fore, be  oflfered  to  him  for  finishing  it  up. 

Mr.  MATTESON.  I  am  extremely  desu-ous 
of  putting  this  thin^  to  the  vote,  ana  I  do  not 
wisn,  therefore,  to  jneld  the  floor. 

Mr.  RUST.  I  think,  Mr.  Clerk,  that  I  have 
the  right  to  the  floor,  and,  if  so,  I  am  willing  to 
yield  it  to  the  gentleman  fr^m  South  Carolina, 
[Mr.  BoTCE.] 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Matteson]  has  been  recognized  by  the 
Clerk. 

Mr.  KEITT.  Then,  let  the  gentleman  froiq 
New  York  [Mr.  Matteson]  go  on.  What  does 
the  gentleman  want  ? 

Mr.  MATTESON.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Sberman]  to  withdraw  the  resolution 
which  he  oflfered,  on  Saturday,  so  as  to  allow 
me 

Mr.  KEITT.  He  has  no  ri^ht  to  do  so.  The 
resolution  is  within  the  control  of  the  gentleman 
from  Maine,  [Mr.  Perrt.] 

Mr.  MATTESON.  I  will  take  cart  of  that 
matter  in  a  moment.  I  underetand  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  [Mr.  Sherman]  offered  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  resolution  of  the*  gentleman  from 
Maine,  [Mr.  Perrt,]  and  that 

Mr.  SMITH, of  Virginia,  (interrupting.)  Mr. 
Clerk,  if  the  floor  has  oeen  accordea  to  the  gen- 
tlemam  fr*om  New  York,  [Mr.  Matteson,]  of 
course  he  has  a  right  to  it;  but,  sir, he  has  already 
yielded  it  to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  Banks]  and  to  Uie  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land [Mr.  Stewart]  for  the  purpose  of  explana- 
tion. That  explanation  has  not  yet  been  fur- 
nished, and  it  ought  to  be.  I  am  not  satisfied 
with  the  answer  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, and,  if  no  other  gentleman  will,  I  will 
propound  a  question  to  him. 

Mr.  MATTESON.  I  must  insist,  Mr.  Clerk, 
that  I  have  the  floor,  and  I  am  not  to  be  inter- 
rupted. At  any  other  time  I  would  be  entirely 
satisfied  and  gratified  to  have  the  gentleman  from 
Virffinia  [Mr.  Smith]  propound  any  question  he 
might  desire  to  the  gentleman  fromMassachusetta; 
but  at  this  stage  of  the  proceedings  I  must  insist 
on  proceeding  to  the  business  before  the  House; 
ana,  sir,  if  the  gentlenum  from  Maine  is  entitled 
to  the  floor,  then,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
him  to  speak  to  his  resolution,  I  will  yield  it  to 
him.  * 

The  CLERK.  The  substitute  was  oflfered  by 
the  gentleman  from  Arkansas,  [Mr.  Rust.] 

Mr.  MATTESON.    I  yield  to  him,  then. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  I  rise  to  a  question 
of  order.    The  gentleman  from  New  York 

The  CLERK.  The  time  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  has  expired,  and  he  has,  there- 
fore, no  further  right  to  yield  the  floor. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Well,  sir,  I  still  rise  to  a  ques- 
tion of  order.  My  point  of  order  is  this:  The 
gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Stewart]  stated 
an  interrogatory  that  called  for  an  explanation 
from  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Banks.]  The  debate  was  arrested  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  that  gentleman  tm  importunity  to 
explain.  He  did  undertake  to  give  that  explana- 
tion, but  such  a  one  as  I  coula  not  underetand. 
I  want  him  to  place  his  position  where  it  may  be 
distinctly  underatood  upon  the  subject  indicated 
by  that  interrogatory.  I  therefore  submit  that, 
the  floor  having  been  awarded  for  ihtX  purpose, 
no  other  business  is  in  order  until  the  explana- 
tion has  been  finished.  That  is  the  question  I 
submit,  and  I  want  the  Clerk  to  decide  upon  it. 
If  it  be  in  order,  I  desire  to  propound  a  question 
to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  overrules  the  ques- 
tion of  order;  but  states  that  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  is  entitled  to  the  floor  for  ten  minutes. 

Mr.  SMITH.    Then  if  I  have  thc^or  I  will 
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•mbrace  the  opportunity  to  ask  the  gentleman 
IW>in  Massachusetts  one  question.  L  desire  to 
know  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  dis- 
tinctly, whether  he  did  state,  in  a  speech  made  by 
him,  that  under  certain  circumstances  he  was 
willing  to  "  let  the  Union  slide?*'  and  if  so,  what 
those  circumstances  are?  I  want  him  to  respond 
distinctly. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  hare  said  all  I  desire  to  say 
upon  this  subject. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Then  [  wish  the  country  to  un- 
derstand distinctly,  that  those  who  are  voting 
upon  this  floor  to  elect  the  gentleman  fVom  Mas- 
sachusetts Speaker  of  the  House,  are  voting  for 
a  man  who,  under  circumstances  connected  with 
the  present  a^tation  of  the  country,  is  willing 
to  see  the  Union  slide.  I  want  gentlemen  to  un- 
derstand that  when  they  vote  for  the  gentleman 
fVom  Massachusetts,  they  are  voting  for  a  man 
who  is  willing  to  sustain  this  Union  slide. 

Mr.  GROW.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  Smith]  wishes  the  country  to  understand, 
that  those  in  this  House  who  are  voting  for  the 
eentleman  from  Massachusetts  are  voting  for 
him  Mrith  the  full  knowledge  that,  under  certain 
contingencies,  he  would  let  the  Union  slide.  With- 
out stopping  to  inquire  what  was  the  precise  lan- 
^age  used,  or  the  circiunstances  and  conditions 
in  which  it  was  uttered,  I  wish  to  inquire  why 
this  seeming  horror  at  such  a  declaration  ?  Who 
that  has  had  a  seat  on  this  flo9r  for  the  last  four 
years  has  not  heard  members  now  voting  for  Mr. 
Kic  HARDS  OK  declare,  over  and  over,  that  under 
certain  contingencies  they  were  ready  to  dissolve 
the  Union  ?  That  declaration  was  made  but  a 
day  or  two  since  by  the  gentleman's  own  col- 
league, and  has  been  repeated  by  others. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Does  the  gentleman  want  mc 
to  answer  him? 

Mr.  GROW.  I  have  no  objection  if  the  gen- 
tleman wishes  to  answer,  if  it  will  not  com%  out  of 
my  time.  The  congressional  records  show  that 
members  who  are  now  votinc  for  Mr.  Richard- 
•ODT,  and  those  with  whom  tney  are  associated 
at  the  South,  have  been  declaring,  for  years,  that, 
under  certain  contingencies,  the  Union  ought  to 
be  dissolved,  and  they  are  ready  to  do  it.  Why, 
then,  this  attempt  to  impeach  the  motives  of 
those  who  are  voting  for  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  and  their  loyalty  to  the  Union  ? 
We  stand  here  ever  ready  to  abide  by  all  the 
compromises  of  the  Constitution  and  its  guaran- 
tees to  every  section.  The  conflict  in  this  Hall 
and  the  country  is  on  the  true  and  proper  con- 
struction of  tKe  Constitution.  Vou  ask  us  to 
adopt  yours  as  the  only  true  one,  which  is,  that 
you  have  an  inalienable  right  under  that  instru^ 
ment  to  carry  slavery  wherever  its  jurisdiction 
extends,  and,  unless  we  will  concede  that,  you 
will  dissolve  the  Union.  We  deny  that  the  flag 
of  the  country  carries  slavery  wherever  it  floats, 
and  for  this  northern  men  are  denounced  as  un- 
faithful to  the  Constitution.  We  only  claim  the 
right  cxercisecfr  by  General  Jackson  to  construe 
the  Constitution  for  ourselves;  and  that  construc- 
tion is  in  accordance  with  that  put  upon  it  bv  its 
framers  by  cotemporaneous  exposition,  and  by 
the  highest  judicial  tribunals  of  the  land — by  the 
uniform  legislation  of  the  Government  for  sixty 
years — approved  by  the  act  of  every  President 
from  Washington  to  Polk,  and  by  tne  opinions 
of  the  most  eminent  statesmen  of  the  Republic, 
living  and  dead.  While  gentlemen  of  the  South 
are  constantly  declaring,  on  this  floor,  that  unless 
we  adopt  their  construction  of  the  Constitution, 
and  permit  them  to  carry  slavery  wherever  the  flag 
of  the  country  floats,  they  will  oissolve  the  Union, 
why  this  attempt  to  create  a  fiUse  alarm  when  a 
northern  man  says  what  is  true,  that  in  certain 
contingencies  the  aflections  of  all  gpod  men  would 
be  weaned  from  the  Union?  and  m  that  caae>  of 
course,  it  would  fall  to  pieces. 

Mr.  RUST,  (interrupting.)  Mr.  Clerk,  I  must 
claim  the  floor. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  will  say  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Arkansas  that  he  has  not  been  rec- 
ognized as  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  RUST.    The  gentleman  from  New  York 
-[Mr.  Mattkion]  yielded  me  the  floor  to  speak 
upon  my  substitute,  and  I  have  not  given  it  up. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
Tania  [Mr.  Grow]  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  GR<5W.  Sir,  who  thai  has  listened  to 
the  deboiB  in  this  Hall  for  this  a^saion,  without 


referring  to  the  records  of  the  past,  has  not  heard 

the  dissolution  of  the  Unipn  proclaimed,  under 

certain  contingencies,  and  that  they  were  ready 

to  do  it?    And  yet,  sir,  these  are  the  men  who 

arrogate  to  themselves  the  nationality  of  the 

country.    They  are  the  men  who  tell  us  that  no 

man  is  entitled  to  the  position  of  nationality  who 

does  not  construe  the  Constitution  to  give  the 

slaveholder  the  right  to  carry  his  slave  wherever 

the  jurisdiction  of  the  Constitution  extends.  Sir, 

we  deny  that  construction,  and  appeal  to  the  Con- . 

stitution  itself— to  the  expkosition  of  its  fVamers — 

to  the  decision  of  the  courts,  and  the  uniform 

action  of  the  Government  for  sixty  years,  for  our 

vindication;  and  we  yield  to  no  ,man  in  devotion 

to  the  Union,  and  loyalty  to  all  its  conoipacts. 

Mr.  RUST.    I  am  one  of  those  who  believe 

that  the  only  legitimate  business  of  this  House 

now  is  to  elect  a  Speaker,  and  that  all  debate  not 

tending  directly  to  bring  about  that  result  is  out 

of  order.    And  I  must  say  that  the  character  of 

the  debate  to  which  we  have  listened  for  the  last 

few  days  convinces  me  that  if  it  is  not  out  of 

order,  it  ought  to  be.    My  resolution  is  this: 

Resohedy  That  hereafter,  until  a  Speaker  is  elected,  after 
meeting  in  this  Hall,  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.,  no  motion, 
resolution,  or  debate  shall  be  in  order  until  we  have  voted 
two  hours  for  Speaker;  and  that  after  debate  on  any  que« 
tion  shall  have  commenced,  there  riuUl  be  no  more  voting 
Ua  Speaker  during  that  day. 

You  will  perceive  that  I  have  oflered  this  in  a 
spirit  of  compromise.  I  have  provided  that  we 
snail  vote  for  two  hours  every  morning. 

Mr.  STEWART.  Why  not  say  take  two 
votes  every  morning  ? 

Mr.  RUST.  No;  I  prefer  the  resolution  as  it 
stands.  I  say  let  us  vote  for  two  hours  every 
day.  After  tnat,  when  the  floodgates  of  debate 
are  open,  let  those  who  choose  absent  themselves, 
without  submitting  us  to  the  risk  of  having  a 
Speaker  elected  by  a  mere  majority  of  a  quorum. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  move  that  the  resolution 
be  laid  upon  the  table.  Let  us  dispose  of  it  at 
once,  and  then  go  to  voting. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  nse  to  a  question  of 
order.  On  Saturday  last  there  was  a  motion 
made  to  lay  the  original  resolution  on  the  table. 
The  vote  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the 
House  refused  to  adopt  the  motion.  Since  that 
time  the  gentleman  from  Arkansas  has  submitted 
his  substitute.  It  seems  to  me,  therefore,  that 
according  to  the  rules  of  parliamentary  law,  and 
common  sense,  a  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  now 
is  out  of  order-T-the  House  having  virtually  re- 
fused to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Mr.  Clerit,  I  do  not  under- 
take to  reconcile  the  gentleman's  common  sense 
with  the  rules  of  the  House.  It  is  enough  for 
me  that  the  rules  of  the  House  are  otherwise. 
They  may  be  wrong;  but  I  do  not  think  they 
arc. 

Mr.  ORR.  This  is  a  new  proposition.  The 
amendment  makes  the  proposition  a  new  one.  It 
is,  therefore,  in  order  to  make  a  motion  to  lay 
the  amendment  and  resolution  on  the  table. 

Tbe  CLERK.  That  is  the  opinion  of  the 
Clerk.  The  Cleric  therefore  entertains  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  have  but  a 
word  to  say  in  reply  to  the  eentleman  from 
&|Outh  Carohna,  [Mr.  Orr.]  I  deny  the  conclu- 
sion from  his  remarks  that  the  opoonents  of  the 
resoliition  may  have  the  right  a  dozen  times  to- 
day, if  they  cnoose  to  do  so,  to  move  to  lay  it 
on  the  table,  after  intervening  business  has  been 
transacted. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  hope  that  the  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table  may  not  be  agreed  to,  so  that 
the  House  may  be  brought  to  a  direct  vote  on  the 
original  proposition . 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  de- 
mand the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion  to  lay 
the  resolution  and  amendment  on  the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  ORR.    I  demand  tellers  on  the  motion. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Botcb  and 
Matteso)^  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  lay 
on  the  table;  and  it  was  agreed  to,  the  tellers 
having  reported--ayes  96,  noes  75. 

So  the  resolution  and  amendment  were  laid  on 
the  table. 

[Cries  of  "Call  the  roll!"] 

Mr.  BARCLAY.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  beg  the  indul- 
gence of  the  House  far  a  few  moments.    I  desire 


to  hear  read  for  the  information  of  the  body  the 
resolutions  which  were  sent  to  the  Clerk's  tab^ 
by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, [Mr.  Stewart.] 
I  do  not  propose  to  submit  any  remarks,  but  only 
that  the  resolutions  shall  be  read  by  the  Clerk,  or 
myself,  during  the  ten  minutes  which  I  am  allot- 
ted under  the  rule. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  am  obliged  to  the  gentle- 
man. I  only  ask  that  my  resolutions  may  be 
read  for  the  information  of  the  House.  If  they 
do  not  meet  with  the  approval  of  members,  fet 
them  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

There  was  no  objection;  and  the  resolutions 
were  read  by  the  Clerk,  as  follows: 

1.  Retohtd,  TbatthiiHottselBinflivoroftlMinuonofal 
the  States,  upon  the  badi  of  the  Constitatioo,  witlboat  r»> 
0rd  to  sections,  North,  fiouth,  Elast,  or  West ;  aod  beUer- 
ing  the  continued  agitation  of  the  **  slavery  question"  to  be 
dangerous  to  the  harmony  and  perpetuity  of  the  Union,  wt 
are  opposed  to  the  restoration  of  what  is  comoKmly  knows 
as  the  "  Missouri  compromise  line." 

2.  Re$olvedy  That  the  States  composing  this  coofedenied 
Republic  are  essentially  snd  absolutely  equal  in  all  their 
rights  and  privileges,  within  the  scope  of  the  Constitation ; 
and  that  said  Statss  have  no  right  to  impose  conditioQS 
or  restrictions  upon  any  new  States  proposiBg  to  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union,  not  applicable  to  those  already  form- 
ing a  component  part  of  the  Confederacy;  that  such  aa 
attempt  would  be  subversive  of  that  order  and  unifonnily 
of  equalitjT  which  is  of  the  very  essence  of  coequal  sover- 
eignties ;  that  as  a  necessary  consequence,  according  to  the 
judgment  of  this  House,  the  application  of  any  State  for 
admission  into  the  Union  should  be  considcted  without 
reference  to  the  question ,  whether  slavery,  as  recognized 
in  tbe  Coastitotion  of  the  United  States,  exists  as  a  pan  of 
tbe  onanic  law  of  said  State  or  not. 

3.  Retohedy  That  all  efforts  on  the  part  of  individuals  oc 
States  to  confederate  together,  for  the  purpose  of  embark- 
ing upon  any  enterprise  or  crusade  to  disturb  the  oonrti- 
tulfonal  rights  of  any  one  or  more  States,  are  in  direct 
conflict  with  the  solemn  duty  incumbent  upon  all  good  ci^ 
izens  to  support  the  Constitution  and  laws  in  inirsaanc« 
thereof  are  disloyal  to  that  paramount  allegianee  tbey^fwt 
to  the  Union,  and  ought  to  be  discountenanced  by  cwy 
lover  of  bis  country  and  her  well-regulated  institutloiM^ 

4.  Resolvedf  That  all  the  citizens  of  this  Govenuneac 
have  the  unquestionable  right  to  tlie  AiU  and  perfect  enjoy- 
ment of  their  civil  and  religious  liberties ;  and  all  attempts 
to  interflsre  therewith  are  against  constitutional  r»ttt  and 

erivilege,  and  the  enli^tenc^  spirit  of  the  age  iu  whicli  wt    ' 
ve,  and  ought  to  be  discouraged. 

5.  Reaolvtdf  That  every  Representative  on  this  flooris  kait 
a  trustee  fbr  the  people,  and  is  bound  to  discharge  hia  4nc||b 
according  to  the  requirements  of  the  Constituiioa  and  tba^ 
laws.    That  this  House  ought  to  be  Ailly  or^^anlzed  ani 
prepared  to  dispatch  the  business  of  the  session  wUiioat 
delay;  and  that  every  member  thereof,  as  a  primary  duty, 
should  make  every  reasonable  effort  for  ti>at  purpose  ;  that 
all  minor  or  collateral  differences  of  opinion  (diould  be  aub- 
ordinated  to  the  performance  of  this  great  duty,  which  ws 
all  individually  and  collectively  owe  to  ourselves  and  \o 
the  country.  • 

6.  RtMolwei,  That  aU  of  tbe  ftiends  of  the  Constitotiaa 
and  the  Union,  and  who  are  in  f^vor  of  mnintaintug  oar 
constitutional  nationality,  and  opposed  to  sectional  agita- 
tion and  aggression  upon  the  rights  of  any  quarter,  upon 
the  basis  of  the  foregoing  resolutions,  may,  in  a  spirit  of 
amity,  compromise,  and  concession,  unite  in  the  organisa- 
tion of  this  House,  irrespective  of  any  outside  issues  bMbre 
tbe  {leople^  regarding  the  former  as  paramount  and  vital 
considerations,  in  ttus  stage  of  our  proceedings,  in  special 
reference  to  the  speedy  oraanisation  of  this  House. 

7.  Rewlved,  That  tlus  House  is  opposed  to  any  member 
being  elected  as  the  Speaker  thereof  unless  he  is  willing  to 
stand  by  and  maintain  in  good  faith  the  imion  of  the  States 
upon  its  constitutional  basis,  regarding  no  North,  South, 
Bast,  or  West,  but  who  will  endeavor,  in  a  spirit  of  proper 
concessicm,  as  far  as  be  has  power  ana  authority,  in  tbe  ap- 
pointment of  committees  or  otherwise,  to  secure  to  ead» 
and  every  section  all  of  its  constitutional  guarantees  firmly 
and  unequivocally. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  suppose  that 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  HVlr.  Stkwaet] 
cannot  desire  us  to  vote  upon  those  resolutions 
without  discussion.  I  suppose,  also,  that  he  does 
not  believe  that  there  can  be  a  full  discussion  of 
them  within  the  ten-minute  rule.  Inasmuch, 
therefore,  as  it  is  manifest  that  we  can  have  no 
discussion  upon  these  resolutions,  I  move  that 
they  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  RUST.  I  move  that  they  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  when  a  Speaker  is  elected. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  There  is  no  such  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  RUST.  There  will  be  one  when  a  Speaker 
is  elected. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  If  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land will  be  kind  enough  to  accept  the  following 
as  a  sxibstitute  for  the  series  of  resolutions  he  has 
proposed,  I  may  feel  disposed  to  vote  for  them. 
I  submit  them  to  his  consideration: 

Re»olved,  That  this  House  earnestly  disapproves  of  aav 
attempt,  open  or  covert,  tp  annex  the  Island  of  Cuba  to  thu 
Republic. 

Heaolvedy  That  it  would  heartily  approve  of  the  anneia- 
tion  of  that  part  of  Oregon  which  was  surrendered  to  Qreat 
Britain  by  the  AdniinistratiOB  of  Jomoi  iC.  Polk. 
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elrcai  laughter  and  shouls  of  "Ooodi"] 
r.  BOCOCK.     I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
Mr.  WASHBURN.     I  have  submitted  the  m 


of  ordtr.  1  submit  thut  it  is  not  in  order  for 
tha  Housp,  in  its  preKnt  condition,  to  consider 
any  such  resoluiions  BB  Iheie.  The  law  upon 
this  subject  has  been  read,  and  is  fiimiliar  to 
members.  That  law  expreasly'praTides  that  a 
Speaker  shall  beplecied  and  the  members  ewom  in 
before  any  proposition  shall  be  in  order  of  a 
general  character  and  which  does  nol  relate  to  the 
oieanizattaD  of  the  House. 

As  these  reaolulions  and  amendment  propose  no 
plan  for  the  election  of  a  Speaker,  but  aiErm 
general  principles,  I  hold  that  they  are  not  in 

Mr.  COBB.  The  point  of  orderlmakeis, that 
those  resolutions  have  never  been  offered  for  the 
eonsidemiion  of  the  House.  The  gentleman  from 
Maryland  eX pre laly  stated  thalhe  merely  desired 
lo  liBFC  them  read  for  the  information  of  the  House. 
He  did  not  ask  action  ofthe  House  upon  the  sub- 
ject. He  desired  that,  after  they  had  been  read, 
they  should  be  laid  upon  the  labte.  That  was  his 
own  suggestion.  [Load  cries  of  "  Coll  the  roll  t" 
and  great  conftision  in  tl'»  Hall.] 

Mr.  BOYCE  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  If  the  resolutions  were  not 
oCered  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  but 
were  merely  read  for  information,  1  should  like 
to  tie  informed  how  the  motion  ofthe  gentleman 
from  Maine  to  lay  them  on  the  table  can  be  enter- 

The  CLERK.  It  has  not  Ijeen  entertained. 
[GrieBofCalllheroll!"] 

Mr.  BOYCE.  I  desire  to  ask  the  member 
fVom  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Bihsb]  one  or  two 
qaeltions.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman  if  he  is 
in  &TOr  of  the  restoration  of  the  Missouri  restric- 
tion, or  does  he  go  for  the  entire  prohibition  of 
-.■laTerTinalllheTerritories  of  the  United  States? 
'  I  muld  further  ask  him  if  he  is  in  favor  of  the 
■bolilion  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia? 

Mr.  MORGAN.    I  oa!l  the  gentleman  to  order. 

Mr.  BOYCE.  I  would  ask  the  ^ntleman  from 
Massachusetts,  further,  if  he  is  in  faror  of  the 
abolition  of  the inler-S late" slave  trade?  I  would 
further  ask  him  if  he  is  in  favor  of  entering 

di^^omatic  relations  with Hayti, siaior  i 

OB  lis  representative  here,  a  black  ministt 

in  Ihror  of  the  total  or  partial  repeal  of  the  fliei- 

tive  Blave  bwf    [Cries  of  "Order!"    "CallUc 

roll!"] 

Mr.  MORGAN.  I  insist  that  oil  this  iaonlof 
order,  according  to  the  decisioa  just  made  and 
under  the  resolution  of  the  House. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  1  should  like 
the  gentleman  from  Sooth  Carolina  to  give  way 
to  me  to  let  me  ask  aomo  questions  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Kichjhdsoh.]  [Loud 
cries  of  "  Oroerl''] 

Mr.  BOYCE.    Does  the  gentleman  fW>m  Mas- 
sachusella  refuse  to  answer  my  questions? 
.  [Mr.    BiNii  obtained  the    floor  amidst  loud 
enes  of  "Hear  him!"    "Order!"    "  Call  the 

Tho  CLERK.  The  Clerk  would  rpmnrkthat, 
there  being  no  propoaition  before  the  House,  he 
thinks  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  is  out 
pf  order. 


""l^e 


floor.     [Cries  of  "Hear  him !'*] 

Mr.  BOYCE,  I  have  one  more  question  to 
ask.  Is  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  in 
faror  of  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  ofthe 
United  States  to  abolish  shirery  in  the  Slates? 
Now  will  he  answer  me. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  know  my  fliend  from  South 
Carolina  well.  I  have  listened  patiently  to  his 
noticed  the  course  which 
indl 


interrogatories.  ^  have  notic 
he  has  pursued  iii  this  protn 


■  inqim  . 

lepUed  that,  inasmuch  as  he  was  a  candidate,  and 
tKe  gentleman  addressing  him  was  nol,  the  latter 
had  the  advantage  of  him,  and  he  should  not 
respond.  I  thouglit  it  a  sensible  conclusion,  and 
I  notify  ray  honorable  friend  from  South  Caro- 


lina that  I  shall  profit  by  that  example.     [Laugh- 
ter and  applause.]  i 
Mr.  FLORENCE.    Mr.  Clerk,  I  desire  to  offer 


iresolution.   Itw 


It  may 
and  acted  upon  aAer  there  has  be 
will  read  it  myself; 

Tbu  to-monrow.  Dm  9Stb  hulant,  ke 
[roan  of  l*ii|liKi,] 

And  very  likely  to  be  a  happy  one,  judging 
trom  the  merriment  of  gentlemen — 
—a  day  held  In  boLj'  venentian  br  Chrlaitan  tmn  ti  the 
adreat  oftlis  SaTinrofIlKmi(td,lreBeir«lUui[liIer,]  and 
betafT  rf  frirdfld  nu^  kspt  ■■  a  holiday  ktmoit  onjvenlly,  it 
i>  Dnl«*d  that,  to  pDitile  nit  wbn  detin  to  paiticipate  in  Itw 

iintU  Thnrwtay,  the 37IhbutuiI,  u mEh£m.  ' 

Mr.  BROOKS.     I  move  to  lay  the  resolution 
upon  the  table. 

The  CLERK.    The  reMlutioQ  is  not  before 
the  House. 
Mr.  HOUSTON.    U  is  not  a  resolution,  but  a 
■     I.     [Cries  of  "Call  the  roll!"] 
—  -    ■  ilal 


Mr.  FLORENCE. 


n  platform 


The  Clerk  then  proc 
the  sixty-eighth  vote  for  Speaker,  wiA  the  fol- 
lowing reaulti  Whole  number  of  votes  east,  ai.?: 
necessary  lo  a  choice,  lOS;  of  whioh- 


P.  Bwilu received... 


Samuel  S.  Mu^iBlt 1 

Bo  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  (he  vote  In  detail; 

Fvt  Xi.  Baala—Wata.  Albrifhl,  AOlioB,  Barboor,  Ball, 
Hmi)'  BiDnen,  Beimn,  Billinghuni,  Bingham,  Bliu,  Dnd- 
tbvK,  Drtnlan,  BaKnglon,  Builinsnsie,  Jamu  H.  Oaiup- 

Colni,  CoDiliu^CnKiii,  C  HiDbii^k ,  Damrell,  TImotby  Div1a| 


1,  DeWill,  Dick.  DiFksoB,  Dodd, 

£«-,  uiUoway,  diddings,  Gilbert,  Gist 
.  Hall,  Harlw,  IIollc-—  "- " 


[rTlonon,  \'a]«n- 


3: 

1,  naJdroD,  'JajlwBJjde-   _      . , B, 

ibume,  luael  Wariibum,  Wauon,  Welch,  Wood, 
WoodraiT,  and  WoadWDnb. 

For  Mr.  Ridurriion—Mtmn.  Aikea.  Allen,  Buclnf, 
Baikidali,  Belt,  Heaiy  B.  BeDuatt,  BDcock,  Boyce,  Brooka, 
Bumetl.Cfadwalulcr.CDrullien,  CatklE,  CUugnian ,  Howell 
Tolib.WllliiinianR.W.Cotrtt.Cnin,  Crawford, Da  vldim, 
-  ■"  ]i:iiaand«n,EltiDU,Ea|liah,  PsDiliQor, 
I  J.  U.  Fuller,  Goode,  Greenwood,  Au- 
uon  W.  H arris, Tbomaj  L.  Hairia,  "-- 
.all,  George  W.  ■  


Denver,  Vavii 

nutua  Hall,  8a_^_...  .     , 

Ben,  HnuatDD,  Jeoaii,  George  W.  Jonei,  J. 
Keitt,  Kelly,  KidwMI,  Leteber,  Litmpl 
•baU,  Huwell,  McMuUUu  MeQuean, 
Kn,MordecalOLv«T,OrT,I'eck,PbeIp 
BuBln,  °—  "— "—    •'- — — 


liUi,  William  ^nlili,  eieDlieDijJteiiBii,'Talboii, 


'm.  Broom,  John  F.  CaDipbeU,  Car 


■oner,  Puryeu,  Hsade,  Ready,  Uve 
Ineed,  Bwope,  Trippe,  Uudcrwood^ 

'"iCjIr.  i'^n^im— Ma-ra.  Ed 


tVlnler  6aVTi,  Eihetidxc,  [iuslia, 


k.  Walker,  Whfc 
la,  HsTTina,  Hs- 


FtrMr.h 
Pending  the  call  of  the  roll — 
Mr,  BROOKS  said:  Before  I  cast  my  to 
lesire  to  make  a  few  remarks  in  reference  to 


mbcr 
=         .  -     -     ,  r  -       'from 

lehuaetU,  [Mr.  Bimki.^  With  due  defer- 
ence 10  gentlemen  upon  my  side  of  the  House,  I 
must  say  that  1  regard  the  tjuestions  propounded 
to  the  former  gentfeman  as  illiberal.  I  know  not 
what  political  eapilal  is  intended  to  be  made  by 
the  questions.  I  do  not  understand  indirectibn 
or  wire-pulling,  nor  wish  to  understand  either. 

The  gentleman  from  Maaaachusctls  hns  an- 
nounced lo  the  world  tlial,  in  certain  contingen- 
cies, he  is  willing  to  "let  the  Union  slide." 
Now,  sir,  let  his  contingencies  be  roveracd,  and 


„  il  tSdt. 

position,  that  if  the  doclnnes  which  we  pro- 
slaTerymen,andaalthink,conslitutionalmen,of 
the  country  hold,  shall  obtain,  then  he  is  wilting  to 
let  this  Oovemment  go  by  the  board.  I  hesitate 
not  to  say,  that  if  hia  construction  of  the  consti- 
tutional power  of  Congress  over  the  Territories 
shall  prevail  in  this  country,  I  for  one  heartily 
indorsethe  sentiment  of  the  Massachusetts  leader. 
I  have  been  taunted  at  home  with  being  a  little 
too  national.  My  patriotism  and  my  duty  to  my 
fellow-mes  compel  me  lo  do  all  that  I  can  to 
preserve  this  Govemmenl,  so  long  as  it  is  ad- 
ministered according  to  the  intent  and  meaning 
of  the  Constitution.  With  this  view,  and  for  this 
purpoae  .Icheerfullyfavortheeleclionofmy  friend 
from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Richa«d>oh,1  who  I  know 
to  be  a  constitutional  Stales-Rights  Democrat, 
and  true  to  the  rights  of  the  people  in  regard  to 


of  my  State  in  the  Cincinnati  conven- 
tion, believing,  as  I  do,  that  the  Democratic 
parly  is  now  purged  of  the  Free-Soil  clement 
whidi  heretofore  polloted  it,  and  is  ready  to  stai^ 
by  the  resolution  which  is  the  platform  of  wl 
Democrats  of  this  House. 

But,  sir,  things  are  taking  a  course  here  which, 
I  ctmfees,  is  music  to  mjr  tax.  It  is  well  that 
gentlemen  should  understand  each  other,  and  I 
think  that  I  understand  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
saehusetts  and  the  party  ix  which  he  is  the  ac- 
knowledged leader.  If  (hey  have  a  fixed  determ- 
ination to  carry  out  their  ends,  I  want  to  know 
it,  artd  !  want  mjr  constituents  to  knowit.  I  am 
far  from  rejoicing  in  the  factthat  sectional  divisions 
are  thTeatening  lo  rend  the  counlry  in  twain;  but 
knowing  that  the  principles  of  (he  Republican 
party,  if  carried  lo  their  legitimate  consequences, 
must  80  result,  I  do  rejoice  that  they  have  the 
manliness  to  tell  us  frankly  what  their  feelings 
and  parposes  are,  in  Order  that  my  people  may 
distinctly  understand  them  and  be  prepared  to 
meet  them.  Doubt  and  uncertainly  are  painful 
to  me,  and  I  and  my  people  want  repose.  We 
have  been  badgered  and  bedeviled  long  enough, 
and  we  want  an  issue,  clear,  distinct,  stern,  anil 
unbendine- 

When  rVee-Soilers  tell  me  of  the  sinftllness 
and  icnmoralily  of  slavery,  I  reply  to  them  that 
they  are  its  accomplices;  that  the  receiver  is  as 
bad  as  the  thief;  imd  that,  until  they  cease  lo  use 
and  consume  the  products  of  slave  labor,  and  un- 
til they  elevate  their  fVee  negro  population  to  the 
Utopian  standard  which  they  have  raised  for  the 
slave,  I  tell  them  their  lalk  is  but  cant  and  hy- 
pDmay.  But,  air,  when  they  make  a  distinct, 
tangible  issue  upon  the  constitutional  rights  of 
the  South,  then  IJtnow  where  lo  find  them.  All 
I  ask  of  gentlemen  is  tomake  their  issue  boldly — 
moke  it  here.  Here  is  the  place  to  make  it,  and 
the  place  to  meet  il.  I  never  could  understand 
the  magnanimity  or  chivalry  of  southern  gentle- 
men, who  are  content  to  vrear  the  honors  of  the 
country  in  limes  of  peace,  but  who  propose  to  , 
leave  this  Hall  and  Ry  to  their  coiialilucnta  when 
dangera  threaten.  Sir,  we  are  their  appointed 
leotlers,  and  when  resistance  becomes  virtuous 
we  are  the  very  men  who  should  first  dieplay  it. 
We  are  standing  upon  slave  territory,  surround- 
ed by  slave  States,  and  pride,  honor,  patriotism, 
all  command  us,  if  a  battle  is  to  be  fought,  to 
fi^t  il  here  upem  this  floor.  I  indulge  in  no  vio- 
lence, in  no  threat-,  but  1  appeal  lo  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  to  come  out  like  men,  make  their 
issue  boldly — command  our  respect  by  their  man- 
hood, and  be  to  IM  foemen  worthy  of  our  steel. 

Mr.  SHORTER  abio  said;  I  ask  the  indul- 
gence of  the  House  lo  say  (hat  I  have  taken  no 
part,  thus  far,  in  the  discussion  upon  the  subject 
of  an  organization.  1  stand  here  belonging  to  no 
fticlion.  I  belong  neither  to  the  bouse  of  York 
or  Lancaster.  I  wear  neither  the  "white"  nor 
"red  rose."  I  occupy  a  position  intinJy  tadc- 
prndeml,  so  for  as  the  two  great  national  parties 
of  the  country  are  concerned.  Since  the  voting 
commenced,  1  have  nearly  all  the  lime  cast  my 
vole  for  Mr.  Richabdsoh.  1  have  done  so,  be- 
cause 1  approve  ofthe  platform  upon  which  he 
stands;  and  1  say  here,  and  I  wish  the  country 
to  understand  it,  that  if  there  were  any  chance  lo 
secure  the  election  of  Mr.  RicHAnoa^  by  my 
continuing  to  vols  for  him,  1  would  remain  and 


78 


THE  CONQRESSION^  GLOBE. 


December  24, 


icast  my  ballot  for  him. until  the  expiration  of  our 
congressional  term.  But  I  desire  that  this  House 
should  be  organized;  and  I  want  it  organized 
under  conservative  influences.  I  wish  to  save  the 
country  from  the  disfiprace — and  by  the  employ- 
ment of  that  term  I  mean  nothing  personaUy 
offensive  to  the  distinguished  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Banks] — 1  desire  to  save 
this  country  from  the  disgrace  of  the  election  of 
a  man  to  preside  over  tms  body  who  occupies 
the  position  which  has  been  assigned  to  that  gen- 
tleman to-day.  Coming  from  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, as  h^  does,  and  boasting  upon  this 
floor  that  he  represents  the  strongest  anti-slavery 
district  in  the  United  States,  I  say  it  would  bean 
inauU  to  my  section  of  the  country  to  elevate  him 
to  the  speakership  of  this  House.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  which  has 
nullified  the  Aij^itive  slave  law,  and  which  has 
trampled  underfoot  the  rights  of  my  constituents — 
I  say  I  do  not  believe,  under  the  Constitution, 
and  the  true  theory  of  our  Government,  that  the 
State  of  Massachusetts  to-day  belongs  to  the 
Union.  And  I  take  this  occasion  to  say  further, 
that  when  this  House  is  organized,  if  it  ever 
should  be,  I  intend,  if  no  one  else  does  it,  to  in- 
ftoduce  a  resolution  to  the  eflbct  that  no  gentle- 
man, sustaining  the  position  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  and  no  Representative  from 
that  State,  u  entitled  to  bold  a  seat  upon  thisjloor, 
[Laughter.] 

1  have  said  that  heretofore  I  have  voted  for 
Mr.  RicHAROsoK.  I  have  no  personal  or  po- 
litical objections  to  that  gentleman,  so  far  as  I 
understand  his  history.  I  find  that  numbers 
of  our  political  friends  here  have  expressed  a 
desire  to  meet  the  sound  conservative  men  of  this 
House  in  council,  in  order  to  agree  upon  a  third 
man  to  be  supported  for  the  speakership.  As 
far  as  I  am  concerned,  not  abandoning  in  the 
least  my  opposition  to  the  Philadelphia  platform, 
as  laid  oown  by  the  American  party — not  renounc- 
ing my  attachment  to  the  principles  of  the  Repub- 
lican State-Rights  party — without  abandoning  the 
ground  upon  whicn  I  was  elected,  I  say  that  upon 
the  main  question  here — the  <^uestion  wheuer 
or  not  the  Missouri  compronuse  line  shall  be 
re^tablished,  which  is  paramount  to  all  other 

Questions — 1  am  willing  to  meet  every  man  upon 
lis  floor  who  occupies  tnypotUion  on  this  question, 
in  order  to  agree  upon  some  sound  conservative 
man  to  be  supported  for  the  speakership.  The 
time  has  come  when  it  is  necessary  for  us,  the 
sound  conservative  men  of  the  House,  who  agree 
upon  the  great  principle  of  acquiescence  in  the 
existing  kiws  of^the  United*  States,  upon  the  sub- 
fcct  of  slavery,  and  who  are  opposed  to  the 
restoration  of  the  Missouri  compromise  line,  to 
come  together  and  to  act  together  until  an  organ- 
ization is  effected. 

I  am  willing  to  sacrifice  my  predilections,  and, 
if  necessary,  cease  voting  for  Air.  Richardson; 
and  I  have  no  doubt  that  that  gentleman  is  him- 
self perfectly  willing  to  withdraw  his  name  from 
the  candidacy  whenever  it  becomes  manifest  that 
,  a  third  party,  professing  the  same  fKiliticol  prin- 
ciples which  he  professes  to  be  guided  by,  but 
who  will  be  untrammeled  by  caucus  nomina- 
tions, may  stand  a  better  chance  of  election  than 
himself.  If  we  can  select  a  third  party  who  will 
be  perfectly  satisfactory  to  the  souna  conserva- 
tive men  on  this  floor,  then  I  have  no  doubt  but 
that  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Richard- 
son] will  consider  it  a  pride  and  pleasure. to 
withdraw  his  name  from  Uie  consideration  of  this 
House. 

Mr.  ELLIOTT.  I  would  inquire  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Alabama  [Mr.  Shorter]  whom  he 
has  voted  for  thus  far? 

Mr.  SHORTER.  I  have  voted  for  Mr.  Rich- 
ardson every  time,  except  on  two  or  three  ballots, 
when  I  voted  for  the  gentleman  fVom  South  Caro- 
lina, for  whom  I  intend  to  cast  my  vote  a^ain. 

Mr.  ELLIOTT.  If  you  do  not  vote  for  him 
now,  I  will  never  abandon  him — never. 

Mr.  SHORTER.  I  make  no  issue,  Mr. 
Clerk,  with  the  honorable  gentleman  on  my 
right,  [Mr.  Elliott,]  or  with  any  one  occupy- 
ing the  position  which  he  does  m  this  matter; 
and  in  order  to  show  that  I  am  guided  by  prin- 
ciple in  what  I  proDose,  I  will  state  this:  that  if 
ray  abandoning  Mr.  Richardson  at  this  crisis 
shall  ind§p3  even  tliat  gentleman  [Mr.  Elliott] 
to  loave  us,  I  will  not  abandon  him.    But  I  am 


in  favor  of  that  part  of  the  resolutions  offered  by 
the  gentleman  rrom  Maryland  [Mr.  Stewart] 
this  morning,  which  invites  to  meet  in  council 
here,  all  men  who  stand  on  the  same  higti  con- 
stitutional platform  on  these  questions  on  which 
we  stand.  Therefore,  inasmuch  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  iMr.  E^iott]  objects  to 
my  abandoning  Mr.  Kioharoson  at  this  crisis, 
and  inasmuch  as  he  refuses,  under  any  circum- 
stances, to  vote  for  a  third  man  if  I  vote  against 
Mr.  Richardson  now;  and  anxious  as  I  am  to 
secure  the  hearty  cooperation  of  aU  who  agree 
upon  the  great  Question  in  issue  here,  I  abandon 
for  the  present  the  intention  with  which  I  rose, 
and  I  again  rote  for  Mr.  Richardson.  [Laugh- 
ter and  applause.] 

After  the  announcement  of  the  vote  aa  above 
recorded — 

Mr.  NICHOLS.  I  now  rise  for  the  purpose 
of  renewing  the  proposition  of  my  colleague 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Stanton,]  made  on  Saturday, 
which  was  voted  down.  I  ask  for  the  reading 
of  the  resolution,  and  call  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

The  resolution  was  reported,  as  follows: 

Reaolrei,  That  the  House  will  now  proceed  to  vote  viva 
ffoce  for  a  Speaker  of  the  Thirty-Fourth  Congress ;  and  the 
member  having  the  highest  number  of  votes,  provided  it  bo 
a  majority  of  a  quorum,  shall  be  declared  to  be  elected 
Speaker. 

Mr.  BARKSDALE.  I  move  to  lay  the  reso- 
lution on  the  table. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  And  on  that  motion  I  ask  for 
the  Teas  and  nays. 

Tne  yeas  and  najrs  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  there  were — ^yeas 
114,  nays  101;  as  follows: 

YEAS—MesBra.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barksdale,  Bell,  HeniyS. 
Bennett,  Bocock,  Boyce,  Brooks.  Bro(Nn,  Burnett.  Osd- 
walader,  John  P.  Campbell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Carhle, 
Caruther8,Caskie,  Clionnan.  Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  B. 
W.  Cobb.  Cox, Craige,Crawn>rd,CuUen,  Davidson,  Henry 
Winter  Davis,  Denver,  Dowdell,  Dunn,  Edmundson,  Ed- 
wards, Elliott,  English,  Ethcridgc.  Eustis,  Evans,  Faulkner, 
Florence,  Foster,  Henry  M.  Fuller.  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller, 
Ooode,  Greenwood,  Augustus  Hall,  J.  Morrison  Harris, 
Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomas  L.  Harris,  Harrison,  Haven, 
Herbert,  Houston,  Jcwett,  George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy 
Jones,  Keitt,  KcUy,  Kennett,  Kidwell,  Lake,  Letcher, 
Lindley,  Lumpkin,  Alexander  K.  Mamball,  Humphrey 
Marshall,  Samuel  S.  Marshall,  Maxwell,  McMuUin,  Mc- 
Queen, Smith  Miller,  Millson.  Millward,  Moore,  Morde- 
cai  Oliver,  Orr,  Paine  Peck,  Phelps,  Porter,  Powell,  Prin- 
gle,  Puryear,  auitman,  Reade,  Ready,  Richardson,  Rivers, 
Ruffin,  Bust,  Sandidge,  Savage,  Scott,  Seward,  Shorter, 
Samuel  A;  Smith,Wifliam  Smith,WilliamR.  Smith,  Snced, 
Stephens,  Stewart,  Swopc,  TaJbott,  Taylor,  Trippe,  Un- 
derwood, VaU,  Valk,  Walker,  Warner,  Walkins,  WeUs, 
Whitney,  Winslow,  John  V.  Wright,  and  ZoUicoffer— 114. 

NAYS— Messrs,  Albright,  Allison,  Barbour,  Barclay, 
Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  BilUnghuret,  Bingham,  Bliss, 
Bradshaw,  Brenton,  Bufflngton,  Burlingame,  James   H. 


lag- 

ler,  Galloway,  Giddinp,' Gilbert,  Granger,  Grow,  Roliert  B. 
Hall,  Harlan,  Holloway,  Thomas  R.  Horton,  Valentine  B. 
Horton,  Howard,  Hughston,  Kelsey,  King,  Knapp.  Knight, 
Knowlton,  Knox,  Lelter,  Mace,  Matteson,  McCarty, 
Meacham,  Rillian  Miller,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Mott,  Murray, 
Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew  OUvcr,  Parker,  Pcarce,  Pelton, 
Pennington,  Perry.  Pettit,  Pike,  Purviance,  Ritchie,  Rob- 
bins,  Robison,  Sabin,  Sage,  Sapp,  Sherman,  Simmons, 
Spinner.  Stanton,  Stranahan.  Tappan.Thorington,  Thurs- 
ton- Todd,  Tralton,  Wade,  Wakemaii.Walbridie,waldron, 
Cadwalader  C.  Waahbume,  Ellibu  B.  Washbume,  Israel 
Washburn,  Watson,  Wcich,  Williams,  Wood,  Woodruff, 
and  Woodworth— 101. 

So  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Nichols  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  move  that  when  this  House  ad- 
journs it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Thursday  next. 
[Cries  of  "  &iy  Friday !  "1 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  On  that  mo- 
tion  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  QIDDINGrS.  I  would  suggest  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  that  we  have  no 
power  to  adjourn  over;  that  if  a  majority  of  the 
members  of  this  House  should  come  here  to- 
morrow, notwithstanding  an  adjournment  over, 
and  elect  a  Speaker,  they  would  have  as  perfect 
a  risht  to  do  so  as  if  we^had  passed  no  resolution 
of  the  kind. 

Mr.  ORR.  The  Speaker  elected  under  such 
circumstances  would  find  that  **  Jordan  is  a  hard 
road  to  travel  !**    [Shouts  of  laughter.] 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  think  so  too.  A  pretty 
example  it  would  be  for  Christian  men  to  present 
to  the  country !     [Continued  laughter.] 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  mo- 
tion to  adjourn  over. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maryland.    I  move  to  amend 


the  resolution  of  the  ^ntleman  from  ^outh  Caro- 
lina, by  inserting  Friday  instead  of  Thursdav. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  do  not  believe  that  wo  coula  le- 
gally adjourn  over  to  Friday. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  Then  I  withdraw  my  motion  to 
amend. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  would  aak  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  to  modify  his 
proposition,  and  to  move  that  whon  the  House  ad- 
journs it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Wednesday  next. 
1  think  that  we  should,  perhaps,  adjourn  over  to- 
morrow. I  am  filing  to  vote  for  that;  but  I  am 
not  willing  to  vote  for  a  longer  adjournment. 

Mr.  OKR.  My  friend  trom  Tennessee  pro- 
poses that  I  should  modify  my  motion  and  move 
to  adjourn  over  till  Wednesday.  I  prefer  to  ad- 
here to  my  first  proposition,  that  we  should  ad- 
journ to  meet  on  Thursday.  The  House  has  the 
chance  of  deciding  between  Wednesday  aad 
Thursday. 

Mr.  JONES.  Then,  if  the  gentleman  firom 
South  Carolina  refuses  to  modify  nispropositlbii, 
I  move  to  strike  out  Thursday  and  to  insert  Wed- 
nesday.   [Cries  of  **  A^reeal'*] 

The  CLERK  announced* that  the  vote  would 
be  on  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, [Mr.  Jokes.] 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  would  suggest,  Mr. 
Clerk,  that  the  proper  course  is  to  put  the  ques- 
tion first  on  the  longest  time.  If  one  gentleman 
proposes  to  adjourn  to  Wednesday,  and  another 
gentleman  proposes  to  adjourn  to  Thursday,  the 
parliamcntarv  law  requires  that  the  quesuon  bt 
first  put  on  the  longest  term. 

The  CLERK  acquiesced  in  that  proposition. 

Mr.  JONES.  The  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Orr]  makes  a  proposition  to  this 
House.  I  move  to  strike  out  a  part  of  it,  and 
insert  something  else  instead ;  the  yeas  and  nays 
are  called  on  the  question;  must  not  the  question 
be  first  on  my  amendment  ? 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  [^Mr.  Jones]  is  right. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virgmia.  Be  good  enough, 
then,  to  state  the  question  before  the  House. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  moves  that  when  the  House  adjourns  it 
adjourn  to  meet  ^ain  on  Thursday  next.  The 
gentleman  from  l%nnessee  [Mr.  Jones]  moves 
to  strike  out  Thursday  and  insert,  in  lieu  theredf, 
Wednesday.  The  question  is  on  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  will  only  say  that  we  may  as 
well  not  adiourn  at  all,  if  we  do  not  adjourn  till 
Thursday,  oecause  otherwise  I  cannot  go  homo, 
[laughter,]  and  I  suppose  there  are  a  g<K>d  many 
gentlemen  here  similarly  circumstanced. 

Mr.  JONES.  1  would  say  to  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Smith,]  that  I  am  not  voting 
for  this  adjournment  for  the  mere  purpose  of 

fiving  gentlemen  who  have  been  elected  and  sent 
ere  to  discharge  their  duties  as  Representatives, 
an  opportunity  to  go  home  and  visit  their  friends 
and  families;  but  it  is  from  a  respect  to  the  day 
that  I  propose  t5  adjourn  over  to-morrow. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  would  like  to  ask  tho 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  a  single  question. 

Mr.  JONES.    I  am  ready  to  hear  it. 

Mr.  KX)RE1NCE.  I  want  to  know  how  gen- 
tlemen who  desire  to  go  home,  and  participaSr  in 
the  observances  and  festivities  of  the  day,  hvA 
who  have  to  travel  one  hundred  and  forty  miles 
to  do  BO, can,  without  injury  to  themselves,  come 
back  so  as  to  be  here  on  Wednesday  ?  If  they 
desire  to  fi;o  home  and  participate  in  the  observ- 
ances of  the  da^^with  tiieir  families  and  friends, 
as  is  their  custom,  they  should  at  least  have  till 
Thursday  to  return. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  ask  the  ^ntleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania [Mr.  Florence!  if  he  is  willing  to  give 
the  gentlemen  from  California  and  Oregon  and 
Washington  Territories,  time,  by  an  adjourn- 
ment, to  go  home  and  return  here  ? 

Mr.  FLORENCE.      Well,  the  question    is 

Elainly  put,  and  I  will  answer  it.  I  do  not  know 
utthat  I  would  give  them  thAt  opportunity;  not 
at  this  time,  however,  but  at  a  more  convenient 
and  proper  season.     [Laughter.] 

The  question  being  put  on  Mr.  Jones's  amend- 
ment, 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  K.  MARSHALL  said: 
I  think,  Mr.  Clerk,  that  that  is  an  unfair  mode 
of  taking  the  question.  I  sug^st  that  the  ques- 
tion be  taken  on  the  longest  time  first. 
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The  <n,ERK.  The  Clerk  tbinkii  ibat  the 
nmeadinrnt  of  the  gentleman  from  TeancBsee 
[Mr„JosE«]  ia  in  order;  and  llic  House  is  now 
proowdioe  to  rote  on  (hat  amendment. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  Ihink,  Mr.  Clork,  that  if  no 
time  were  specified  in  Iht  original  mounn,  and  if 
(hen  Wednesday  were  proposed,  and  Thursday 
were  proposed,  and  Friday  were  proposed,  (he 
question  ought  to  be  put  to  the  House  first  on 
Uic  loDgCBt  lime;  but  where  there  is  a  proposi- 
tion bc^re  the  House  with  a  specified  day  m  it, 
then  it  is  ctrtainly  in  order  to  strike  out  chat  and 
insert  some  other  day;  aod  Ibe  question  shotild 
first  t>e  taken  on  that  araeildment. 

Mr.  OROW.  In  fitlins  blanks  the  longest 
time  and  largest  amount  ought  to  be  put  first. 

The  CLERK.    So  the  Clerk  understands. 

Mr.  ORR.  If  it  be  necessary  for  me  to  make 
my  motion  in  such  n  shape  as  to  put  it  in  order 
to  meet  the  views  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, [Mr.  JoMEi,]  I  will  propose  that  when  the 
House  adjourns  itadjournlonieolon(bEank)  day. 
The  genUcmen  may  then  fill  up  the  blank  with 
whatever  days  they  propose,  and  the  question 
will  be  put  firet  on  the  longest  lime. 

Mr.iONES.  Thotisnomoiionatall.  Thera 
can  benoadjoummentoTer  without  a  day  named. 

Mr.  STEPHEUSS.  I  rise,  Mr.  Clerk,  to  the 
point  of  order  which  1  first  made.  Do  1  under- 
Mand  the  Clerk  to  have  overruled  Ibat  point  of 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks,  with  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jone*,]  that  the 
quesEiOD  ought  to  be  put  first  on  the  amendmcnl, 
in  the  shape  in  which  the  resolution  then  stood. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Then  1  read  from  Jcffer- 
Bon's  Manual,  page  100,  what  is  the  parliament- 
lary  law  on  this  point: 


ir  whu  iter  ilie  iieii  almLI 


wlilcUwi 


Well,  but  where  the  number 
specified  in  the  propositioi 


)n  the  longest 


mnjohty." 
Mr.  JONES. 

siiDount,  or  tim . , .      ,. .  

before  liie  House,  and  where 

Mr.STEPHENS.  Thequestii 
term  must  be  first  put. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  is  in  doubt 
proper  constructian  of  the  Manual,  and  Bubmita 
the  question  to  the  House,  he  not  having,  of 
coarse,  any  power  to  enforce  his  judgment.  But 
he  would  suggest  to  tbc  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  [MrTOHB]  that  he  should  so  amend  his 
resolution  as  to  include  the  proposilioo  of  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  or  else  let  the  ques- 


ts to  the 


n  the  order  proposed  by  the  gen- 
reorgio,  [Mr.  SiEPnENK] 
r.  MILLSON;    It  is  undoubtedly  comiieteni 


dfemaD  from  Georgio,  [Mr.  SiEPnENK] 


(at  the  gentleman  IVom  South  Caroli 
dtice  his  resolution  in  blank,  and  at  the  same 
lime  move  to  fill  the  blank  with  "Thursday." 
Then  if  another  gentleman  moves  to  ^11  it  with 
another  day,  the  parliamentary  rule  requires  that 
the  question  must  be  first  put  upon  the  longest 
day.  It  in  also  inie,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee says,  thai  when  the  original  resolution  is 
introduced,  naming  the  day,  and  another  mem- 
ber proposes  to  amend  the  rBsnlution  by  altering 
the  day,  whether  for  a  lon^r  or  shorter  period^ 
the  question  must  be  first  taken  upon  the  amend- 
ment. Rut  now,  1  understand,  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Obb]  introduces  his 
resolution  ia  I^Dk,  and  at  the  same  time  moves 
to  Ell  the  blank  Wth  Thursday.  The  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  [id r.  Johes]  then  moves  (o  fill 
the  bhink  with  Wednesday.  The  parliamentary 
rule  in  (hat  case,  as  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
baaataled,  requires  that  the  question  Qiust  first 
bepul  upon  the  longest  day- 
Mr.  JONES._  I  am  surprised  that  ^e  ^ntle- 
uan  from  Virginia,  who  has  just  taken  his  seal, 
should  bare  futen  into  the  mistake,  which, upon 


reflection,  1  lliink  he  will  see  he  is  laboring  under. 
Thegenlk-mao  from  SoulliCarolinaconnotmake 
a  propoailion,  and,  at  the  some  time,  move  to 
amend  it.  He  may  offer  his  proposition,  and, at 
any  time  before  the  House  has  taken  action  upon 
il,^odify.it  as  he  may  think  proper;  but  sliU  it 
ia  his  proposition,  ono  cannot  be  voted  upon  as 
an  amendment.  He  may  move,  that  when  the 
House  adjourns  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Thursday, 
and  then  he  may  amend  it  by  inserting  Wednes- 
day. Bultomovelhatwhenthe  Houaeadjourna 
it  adjourn  to  meet  ou day,  would  be  no 

Eroposition  at  all,  and,  in  my  opinion,  could  not 
e  enwrtained. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  The  gentleman  is  undoubt- 
edly correct  under  the  old  rules  of  the  House; 
but  ho  will  remember  that  we  are  acting  now 
under  partiamcnlary  low;  and,  under  that  law, it 
is  competent  for  a  member  to  introduce  a  propo- 
ailion in  blank,  and  (hen  move  to  fill  the  blank. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  understand  parliamentary  law 
and  the  law  of  common  sense  to  be  against  (he 
argument  of  the  eentteman.  Now,  air,  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  might  have  moved 
that  when  the  House  adjourns  it  adjourn  to  meet 
on  Wednesday  next,  and  lh6n  some  of  his  friends 
who  desired  a  longer  period  raiglrt  have  moved  (n 
strike  out"  Wednesday  "andinsert  "Thursday.' 


Thei 


n  would  have  been  firs 


questioi  , 

.. .■"fiuraday,    Whoteveris  the  delermn._ 

tion  of  (tic  House,  if  it  is  desired  to  put  the  ques- 
tion upon  (he  longest  lime  first,  that  would  have 
been  the  proper  course  (o  pursue. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  did  not  suppose,  when  I  made 
the  motion,  that  it  would  give  rise  to  this  discus- 
sion upon  parliamentary  law.  It  scema  to  me 
proper  that  the  quefllion  should  be  first  taken  upon 
ihe  long;esl  lime.  But  if  the  parhamentary  law 
is  aa  the  gentlemim  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Jones] 
has  suggesled,  to  obviate  all  difiiculty  upon  the 
subject,  I  wilt  withdraw  my  motion,  and  allow 
my  collcHguo  to  make  it. 

Mr.  KEITT.  I  now*move  that  when  this 
House  adjourns  i(  adjourn  to  meet  on  Wcdncs- 

Mr.  ORR.  I  move  to  amend  the  motion  by 
slrikingput  "Wednesday  "and  inserting  "Thurs- 

Mr.  NICHOLS.    I  demand  tellers  upon  Ihe 

Tellers  were  ordered-,  and  Messrs.  Sacb  and 
Keitt  appointed. 

The  question  waa  taken,  and  the  tellers  report- 
ed—ayea  61,  noca  104. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn  OTCr  until 
Thursday. 

The  queslion  then  recurred  upon  the  motion  to 
adjourn  until  Wednesday. 

Mr.  KEITT.  I  withdraw  the  motion;  let  the 
House  meet  to-morrow. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  renew  the  motion,  that 
when  the  House  adjourns  it  adjourn  to  meet  on 
Wednesday  next,  at  twelve  o'clock. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  and  ordered. 

The  queslion  waa  taken  upbi^r.  Ploi 
motion,  and  decided  in  the  amrmative — yi 
nays  36;  a£ 

YEAS-Meurt.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barkaaslf^,  BcU,  llrnrr  S. 
BeniiEii,  BllB,  BocDcIi,  Boycc,  Dmoks,  iiromii,  Uunieu, 
Coilwaladoi,  Jobn  ■■.  Canipbell,  Lcwij  D,  Cninpbi>U,  Ca- 
ruihen.  Cukie,  Bijraid  Clnrk,  Vlinipnin,  Howell  U»bb. 

lion,  Edwuiis,  Gua- 
^r-HeprjfM.  Furiur, 


Winter  Uavi^,  Dick,  Dowtl 


or,  Lind  U, 

HunphK  I- 

wcU,  Mr  0- 

drew  01  k, 

l^nningi  n, 

Ssiululgi  h, 


Sisns 


Mcsdum,  KUIian 

Molt,  Murray,  Peai__, ,_  _.. 

year,  BoWitru,  Robi«n,  RDn,_SBbi 


in,  Ssbin,  Sipp,  Bcoit,  Scwaid, 
uurw,  <?uiiiiDn,  Stratiabon,  iSipnan,  Tliotlni- 
,Tortil,Tniftop,Wiit™Bn,WiilbnJse,  Wid- 
.Cadn>nliuli<rC.Wa.<bliunie,Ellihufl,  Wiuh- 


Mr.WASHBURNE,of  Illinois.    Imovetlmt 
the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  MACE.    Upon  that  motion   I   demand 
tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Mice  and 
Walker  appointed. 

was  taken,  and  the  tellers  report- 


ed—ayes in, 
Soth 
a(lhre< 
lesday  next,  at  twelve  o'clocit, 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wedmesoat,  DectmbtT  26, 1855. 

The  House  mel  at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 

Thojoumalof  Monday  was  read  and  approved. 

[CHes  of  "Call  the  rolll"  "Go  on  with  the 
vote  for  Speaker!"] 

Mr.  KNIGHT.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  shall  not  inter- 
fere with  ihe  call  of  (he  roll  very  long.  I  rise  for 
ttic  purpose  of  submitting  a  motion  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House.  I  have  not,  as  yet, 
spoken  on  this  queslion  of  organization;  I  do  not 
propose  to  do  so  now,  iVirther  than  lo  say  a  few 
words  in  preface  to  my  propoailton.  There  has 
been  a  general  anxiety  expressed  on  both  sides 
of  tlic  House  to  come  (o  an  organization,  and  I 
take  it  that  members  are  serious  in  their  winh  for 
the  attainment  of  so  desirable  a  resuR.  We  are 
now  in  the  fourth  week  of  the  session  without 
a  Speaker  elected,  without  an  organization  of 
Congress,  which  is  necessarily  preliminary  (olhc 
publication  of  Ihe  condition  of  our  atfoira,  foreign 
and  internal,  through  the  medium  of  the  Presi- 
dent's message.  Tlie  resolution  which  1  send  to 
the  Clerk's  desk  will,  in  my  iud^ent,  if  adopted, 
efTect  an  organization  of  the  House  during  tha 
present  week : 

The  Clerk  read  the  resolution,  as  follows: 

Raalt-td,  ThM  Ih 


.",^i 


Mr.ETHERlDGE.  Before  the  voU  is  taken, 
let  me  suceesi  lo  the  House  this 

TheCLERK.  Under  Ihe  orderof  ihe  House, 
no  debate  con  take  phice  on  the  motion  (o  lay  on 
(he  table. 

Mr.  ETHERIDGE.  I  am  aware  of  that.  I 
rise  to  make  a  privileged  motion.  I  move,  be- 
fore the  question  is  taken  on  (he  motion  of  (he 
ffcnlleman  from  Missisaippi  [Mr.  BinniDALE] 
(o  lay  on  the  table,  that  there  bo  a  call  of  iho 
House. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.     I  second  that  motion. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  I  suggest  that  there  is  no 
such  motion  as  itiet  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Teiinesaoe  known  to  tlie  parliamentary  law.  ^Vu 
are  not  now  acting  under  the  rules  of  the  House, 
but  under  the  parliamentary  law. 

TheCLERK.  According  to  the  parliamentory 
law,  in  a  call  of  the  House  each  member  rises  in  hia 
place  as  he  is  called,  and  the  BliHcniees  are  then 
the  only  ones  noticed.  The  Clerk  lliinka  ih*c 
the  motion  is  ntao  in  order  under  the  Constitution 
of  Ihe  United  Slates. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  If  there  be  ncall 
of  (he  House,  as  I  understand,  we  shall  have  no 
power  10  send  for  the  absentees  and  compel  their 
attendance.  If  the  roll  be  called  on  the  motion  lo 
lay  on  the  loblo,  it  amounts  lo  (he  same  thing. 

Mr.  ETHERIDGE.  As  there  seems  to  be 
some  objection  to  my  motion,  I  will  withdraw  il- 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  queslion  waa  taken  on  the  motion  to  Injr 
on  the  table,  and  it  was  agreed  to — yeas  Via, 
nays94)aB  follows: 

VEAB-Meim.  Aiken,  Allen,  EtukKlslc,  BsU,  HeDrrd. 
Bcnneii,Bac«k,Bp)ep,B>Mik>,  Bnwni,Culn-iiiailu,Juliu 
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p.  Campbell,  Lewis  D.Cmnnbell.  CarUle^amthers.Caskie, 
Clinfman,  Howell  Cobb,  WUluunson  B.  W.  Cobb,  Cox, 
Craige,  Crawford,  CuUen,  Davidson,  Henry  Winter  Davis, 
Denver,  Dowdell, Dunn,  Edmundson,  Elliou^ngUsb.  Eth- 
eridjre,  Eustis,  Evans,  Faulluicr,  Florence,  Foster,  Henry 
M.  Fuller,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode,  Greenwood,  Au- 
|U8tU8  Hall,  J.  Morrison  Horns,  Sampson  W.  Harrts, 
Thoinas  L.  Harrfe,  HarriMm,  Haven,  Herbert,  Houston, 
Jcwett,  George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Kelhr,  iOdweU, 
Lake,  Letcher, Lindley,  Lumpkin,  Alexander  K.  Marshall, 
Humphrey  Marshall,  Samuel  S.  Marshall,  Maxwell,  Me- 
MulHn,  Mcaueen,  Smith  Miller, Mlllson,  Millward,  Moore, 
Mordeeai  Oliver,  Orr,  Paine,  Feck.  Porter.  Powell,  Pringle, 
Puiyear,  Quitman.  Reade,  Ready,  Ricbardi^on,  Rivers, 
Rumn,  HUMU  Saudidge,  Savage,  Scott,  Reward,  Shorter, 
Williara  R.  Smith,  Sneed,  Stephens,  Stewart,  Swope,  Tay- 
lor, Trippe,  Underwood,  Vail,  Valk,  Walker, Warner, Wat- 
•kins,  Whitney,  Winslow,  John  V.  Wright,  and  ZoUicoffer— 
105. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Albright,  Allien,  Barbour,  Henry  Ben- 
nett, Benson,  Billinghurst,  Bineliam,Blifi8,  Bradshaw.  Brcn- 
ton,  Buflington,  Burlingame,  James  H.  Campbell,  Cnaflfce, 
Ezra  Clark,  Clawson,  Colfax,  Comins,  Cragin,  Cumback, 
Damrcll,  Timotby  Da\is,  Day,  Dean,  De  Witt,  Dick,  Dick- 
ffon,  Dodd,  Durfee,  E^ie,  Edwards,  Emrie.  Flagler,  Gallo- 
way, Giddings,  Granger,  Grow,  Robert  o.  Hail,  Harlan, 
HoUoway,  Thomas  R.  Uorton,  Valentine  B.  Horton,  How- 
ard, Hughston,  King,  Knapp.  Knight,  Knowlton,  ^nox, 
Leiter.  Mace,  McCar^,  Meacham,  Killian  Miller,  Morgan, 
Morrill,  Mott,  Murray,  Nichols,^ Norton,  Andrew  Oliver, 
Parker,  Pearce.  Pelton,  Pennini^on,  Perry,  Pettit,  Pike, 
Purviancc,  Ritchie,  Robison,  Sabin,  Sage,  Sapp,  Simmons, 
Spinner,  Stanton,  Stranahan,  Tappan,  Thorington,  Tliurs 
ton. Todd, Trafton,  VVade,Wakeman,  WalbridgejVValdron. 
Cadwalader  C.  Washbume,  EUihu  B.  WasUburne,  L<«rael 
Wa8hbum,Watson,Wood,\Voodruff,  and  Woodworth— 94. 

So  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Previous  to  the  announcement  of  the  result  of 
the  above  vote,  Mr.  Mattes  on  stated  that  he 
had  paired  off  with  Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia;  and 
that  lie  would  have  voted  no,  and  the  gentleman 
frow  Virginia  ay. 

Mr.  PURVIANCE.    Mr.  Clerk,  I  offer  the 

following  resolution: 

Resohedy  That  until  a  Speaker  is  elected,  the  members 
of  this  House  will  hereafter  continue  to  vote  therefor  from 
twelve,  m.,  to  six,  p.  m.,  of  each  day ;  and  that  all  further 
discussion,  personal  explanation,  and  reason  for  voting  or 
changing  votes,  shall  be  prohibited  until  said  election  has 
been  effected. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  move  that  the  resolution 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia.  I  trust  that  the  jgen- 
tleman  from  Virginia  will  cdlow  the  proposition 
to  be  divided,  so  that  the  House  may  first  take  a 
vote  on  the  first  branch  of  it.  I  approve  of  the 
first  part  of  the  resolution,  and  would  be  per- 
fectly willing  to  insert  twelve  o'clock,  midnight, 
in  place  of  six  o 'clocks  p.  m.  I  think  the  House 
ought  to  continue  to  vote  until  the  Speaker  is 
elected.  Let  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  be 
withdrawn, >and  I  will  ask  for  a  division  of  the 
question.  I  shall  give  my  vote  for  the  first 
branch  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  withdraw  my  motion  to 
lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  and  ask  that  it 
may  be  again  read  by  tlie  Clerk. 

The  resolution  was  again  read. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  IVlr.  Clerk,  with  due  def- 
erence to  my  friend  from  Georgia,  I  cannot  con- 
sent to  the  adoption  of  any  branch  of  that  resolu- 
tion. It  is  perfectly  competent  for  the  House  to 
continue  voting  for  Speaker  iVom  six  to  eight 
hours  each  day.  The  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion is  therefore  wholly  unnecessary.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Cobb,]  as  well  as  the 
fentleman  who  introduced  the  resolution,  [Mr. 
^uRviANCE,]  know  full  well  that,  when  the  House 
is  disinclined  to  vote,  no  vote  can  be  had.  I  am 
as  anxious  to  proceed  with  our  voting  as  either 

fentleman,  or  any  gentleman  upon  this  floor;  but 
do  think  that  these  propositions  are  unnecessary 
and  a  useless  consumption  of  our  time.  Therefore, 
with  due  deference  to  the  judgment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia,  I  renew  my  motion  to  lay 
the  resolution  on  the  table.  I  hope  that  the  mo- 
tion may  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  ALLISON.  I  demand  tellers  on  the 
motion. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  CuLLENand 
CoLPAX  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  lay 
on  the  table,  and  it  was  agreed  to;  the  tellers 
having  reported—ayes  90,  noes  87. 

So  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SAGE.    I  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Rewlced.  Tliat  until  a  Speaker  is  elected,  the  members 
of  this  Hovse  will  hereafter  continue  to  vote  therefor  from 
twelve  o'clock,  m.,  to  ibor^p.  m.,  of  ea^h  day;  and  that  all 


fbrtber  dincnssion,  personal  explanation,  and  reasons  Ibr 
votinjg  and  changing  votes,  ahall  be  prohibited  until  aaid 
election  is  effected. 

Mr.  C  ARLILE.  I  move  to  amend  by  striking 
out  all  after  the  words,  *•  each  day.'* 

Mr.  STANT9N.  I  would  suggest  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia^  [Mr.  Carlile,]  that  he 
should  move  to  insert,  m  lieu  of  what  he  proposes 
to  strike  out,  the  words, "  and  no  motion  to  adjourn 
at  an  earlier  hour  shall  be  in  order.**  Unless 
that  is  added,  it  will  certainly  amount  to  nothing. 

Mr.  LEITER.  Do  I  understand  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  to  offer  a  resolution  that 
heisjust  been  laid  upon  the  table? 

The  CLERK.  It  is  substantially  the  same 
resolution,  but  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
has  made  an  alteration  in  it. 

Mr.  LEITER.  Well,  has  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  or  any  other  ^^entleman,  a  ri^ht  to  do4 
that — to  reoffer  a  resolution  which  has  just  been 
laid  upon  the  table  ? 

The  CLERK.  He  offers  it  as  a  new  proposi- 
tion. 

Mr.  LEITER.    Can  he  do  that? 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  he  can;  it  is 
substantially  a  new  proposition. 

Mr.  SAGrE.  In  order  to  meet  the  views  of 
gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  the  House,  I  accept 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  CarlileJ 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  desire  the  attention  of 
the  House  for  a  moment.  This  resolution  is  but 
calculated  to  consume  time  unnecessarily — per- 
fectly unnecessarily;  and,  moreover,  it  bears  upon 
its  face  the  principle  of  the  gag  law,  to  which  I 
am  utterly  opposed  ^ 

I  again  appeal  to  gentlemen  to  know  if  it  is  not 
now  perfectly  competent  for  us  to  come  hdre  and 
vote  from  one  to  six  hours?  Where,  then,  is  the 
necessity  for  the  adoption  of  any  suclfresolution? 
It  is  perfectly  idle. 

I  ask  you,  Mr.  Clesk,  and  I  ask  every  gentle- 
man of  this  House,  if  it  is  not  perfectly  compe- 
tent at  any  time  for  any  member  of  the  House  to 
move  to  adjourn,  irrespective  of  any  such  resolu- 
tion as  this,  should  it  be  adopted?  I  say  that  it 
is.  You  cannot  tie  up  the  hands  of  members  here. 
When  gentlemen  desire  to  adjourn,  they  will  ad- 
journ. Suppose  this  resolution  should  be  adopted, 
and  suppose  that,  after  its  adoption,  some  member 
should  rise  and  move  an  adjournment.  I  ask 
you,  Mr.  Clerk,  if  you  would  not  entertain  that 
motion?  A  motion  to  adjourn  is  at  all  times  in 
order. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  would  ask  the 
^ntleman  from  Virginia  why  a  motion  to  ad- 
journ is  at  all  times  m  order  ? 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  Both  the  parliamentary 
law  and  common  sense  make  it  so. 

Mr.  JONES.  Because  the  rules  of  the  House 
made  it  so  when  you  had  rules;  and  I  suppose 
that,  if  this  House  should  think  proper  to  adopt 
a  regulation  that  no  motion  to  adjourn  should  oe 
in  order  till  a  particular  hour  of  the  day,  the 
Clerk,  or  the  Speaker,  if  elected,  would  not  enter- 
tain Uie  motion  before  that  time.  The  House 
has  express  authority  under  the  Constitution  to 
make  tne  necessary  rulesand  regulations  for  their 
government,  and  that  is  one  of  the  rules  which 
they  can  make. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  But  the  question  comes 
up  here  whether  this  House  is  competent  to  make 
any  rules  until  a  Speaker  is  elected,  except  in 
matters  relating  to  the  organization  of  the  House. 
That  is  a  debatable  question,  and  one  I  am  not 
disposed  to  raise^iow.  But  I  doubt  very  much, 
with  all  due  deference  to  the  judgment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  whether  it  is  compe- 
tent for  this  House  to  adopt  any  proposition  not 
pertaining  to  the  organization  of  the  House. 
However,  I  shall  content  myself  with  submitting 
a  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  PECK.  I  would  su^^st  to  the  mover  of 
the  resolution,  that  be  shoula  so  modify  it  as  to 
limit  the  restriction  of  debate  to  the  time  provided 
therein  for  voting. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  There  is  nothing  about  debate 
in  it  now. 

Mr.  PECK.     Has  that  part  been  stricken  out? 

Mr.  BOCOCK.    It  has. 

Mr.  PECK.  Then  I  have  nothing  further  to 
sav. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  ask  for  tellers  on  the 
pending  motion. 


The  CLERK  appointed  Messrs.  MSMrLLnf , 
and  Washburn  of  Maine,  tellers. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  McMiMrN'i 
motion, and  the  tellers  reported — ayes  76,niiee%c 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  move  to  amend  the  reso- 
lution by  addin?  thereto  the  words:  "unless  a 
majority  of  the  House  desire  to  have  debate,  or 
to  adjourn  at  an  earlier  hour. "  With  that  amend- 
ment the  resolution  will  be  entirely  satisfactory 
to  me.     [Laughter J 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Cfeorgia.  I  presume  that  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  does  not  seriously  desire 
a  vote  upon  his  amendment,  and  I  submit  to  the 
Clerk  wnether  or  not  the  orieinal  proposition  is 
divisible.  I  entertain  no  doubt  upon  the  subject 
myself;  and ,  if  the  Clerk  holds  that  it  is,  I  ask 
for  a  division,  so  that  the  vote  may  be  taken  on 
the  first  part  with  reference  to  the  adjournment. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  That  is  all  there  is  of  it. 
The  latter  part  of  the  resolution  has  been  wiA- 
drawn. 

Mr.  COBB.  Very  well;  then  I  have  no  prop- 
osition to  make. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  There  may  be  some  doubf 
as  to  the  proper  construction  of  that  resolution, 
and  I,  therefore,  ask  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  if  he  will  modify  it  so  that  it  shall  read, 
"shall  continue  in  session,*'  instead  of  "ccte- 
tinuetovote,**so  as  to  leave  it  discretionary -Mrith 
members  whether  or  not  debate  under  the  ten- 
minute  rule  shall  be  had  ?  I  did  not  understand, 
Mr.  Clerk,  when  I  favored  that  resolution  as  far 
as  I  have  done  so,  that  it  was  intended  thereby  to 
cut  off  the  ten-minute  debate  to  which  we  have 
been  limited.  If  such  is  the  purpose  of  the  mover 
of  the  resolution,  and  such  tne  effect  of  it,  I  aball 
vote  against  it.  My  object  was  to  go  with  the 
mover  of  the  resolution  so  far  as  to  keep  the 
House  in  session  for  four  hours  each  day.  I  am 
willing  to  ^ive  my  aid  in  accomplishing  that;  but 
I  am  not  willing  to  cut  off  the  ten-minute  debate, 
to  which  we  have  been  reduced  by  the  adoption 
of  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Missis- 
sippi, [Mr.  duiTMAN.]  Therefore,  if  the  ^ntle- 
man  does  not  see  fit  to  modify  his  resolution  so 
as  to  meet  my  views,  I  shall  propose  to  strike  out 
the  words  contained  in  the  resolution,  and  to 
insert  in  lieu  thereof  such  as  will  embody  my 
views;  that  is,  such  as  will  provide  that  this  body 
shall  remain  in  session,  each  day,  until  four 
o'clock. 

Mr.  COBB.  It  seems  that  the  action  of  the 
House  has  already  put  a  construction  upon  the 
resolution .  The  resolution,  as  originally  offered, 
contained  a  provision  which  precluaed  any  debate 
whatever,  and, by  striking  out  that  part  of  it,  the 
House  has  put  upon  the  resolution  this  construc- 
tion, viz:  that  the  House  will  continue  to  vote  for 
Speaker,  subject  to  the  rules  under  which  we  are 
now  actine. 

Mr.  HdUSTON.  I  would  say  to  the  gentle- 
man, that  the  original  resolution  not  only  pro- 
posed to  close  all  debate,  but  to  continue  in  session 
until  six  o'clock,  and  that  may  be  the  reason  why 
the  House  laid  that  resolution  upon  the  table. 
If  such  was  the  case,  it  is  not  correct  that  the 
H0US9  has  placed  upon  the  resolution  the  ooh- 
struction  which  is  contended  for  by  the  gentl^lfMm 
from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Cobb.I  Therefore,  I  pn^* 
pose,  in  order  to  remove  iM  doubt  as  to  the  mean- 
ing of  the  resolution,  that  it  be  so  modified  as  to 
provide  -that  the  House  shall  remain  in  session, 
each  day,  until  four  o'clock. 

Mr.  UOBB.  I  would  suggest  to  the  mover  of 
the  resolution,  that  he  should  insert  in  it  the 
words,  **  the  House  shall  continue  in  session 
until  four  o'clock." 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  have  no  objection  to  that  sug- 
gestion, and  will  adopt  it. 

Mr.  COBB.  Then  there  will  be  no  difference 
in  opinion  upon  the  construction. 

Mr.  SAGE.  My  object  being  to  continue  the 
sessions  of  the  House  unti^  four  o'clock,  I 
accept  the  proposed  amendment. 

The  CLERK.  Does  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  Letcucr]  insist  upon  his  amendment  ? 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  do,  as  the  resolution  will 
be  mucU  more  acceptable  to  me  with  it  than  with- 
out it. 

The  CLERK.  The  resolution  has  been  modi- 
fied since  the  gentleman  offered  his  amendment. 

Mr.  LETCHER.    Sidce  the  amendment  has 
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therefore,  that  I  shall  vote  against  the  resolution 
with  aereat  deal  of  pleasure;  and  I  do  not  imagine 
that,  if  tlip  resolution  is  adopted,  there  are  five 
men  in  the  House  who  have  any  idea  of  carrying 
it  out. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  I  believe  there  is  but  one 
single  instance  in  the  history  of  our  Government 
of  a  continuous  session  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  that  was  during  the  ever  mem- 
orable effort  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
elect  a  President  of  the  United  States  in  1801. 
Then  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  House  that  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  required  a  con- 
tinuous session;  that  it  was  not  competent  for 
them  to  adjourn  from  day  to  day  until  they  had 
performed  their  constitutional  duty  of  determin- 
ine  between  Mr.  Jefferson  and  Mr.  Burr. 

I  have  received  a  most  graphic  description  of 
the  events  -of  that  period  from  a  most  distin- 
^ished  actor  in  it.  After  nmny  ineffectual  bal- 
fotings,  the  House  desired  to  aajourn,  but  could 
not,  and,  by  a  sort  of  agreement— a  tacit  agree- 
ment— among  the  members,  a  large  maiority  re- 
tired from  the  Hall,  leaving  sentinels  of  ooth  par- 
ties behind  to  watch  the  proceedings,  and  give 
notice  of  any  attempt  at  meditated  fraud  that 
might  be  perpetrated.  Afler  awhile  the  House 
aCTeed  to  take  but  a  single  vote  a  day,  under 
wich,  aAer  the  vote  had  been  taken,  members 
repaired  to  their  Quarters. 

Now,  1  ask,  if^  the  House  is  prepared  to  do 
voluntarily  what  it  vras  then  obliged 'to  do  when 
those  obligations  proved,  as  the  event  shows, 
most  irksome  and  arduous?  If  this  is  inteaded 
as  a  mere  resolution  that  the  House  will  not  ad- 
journ, even  though  a  majority  may  desire,  until 
a  ^ven  purpose  is  accomplished,  why,  then,  it 
is  in  the  oature  of  a  vow,  and  moralists  tell  us 
that  vows,  when  unnecessary,  are  sinfbl. 

But,  sir,  I  see  no  reason  for  the  House  imposing 
this  restriction  upon  its  own  free  acts.  If  a  ma- 
jority desire  to  adjourn,  let  them  adjourn.  An 
adjournment  is  always  the  work  of  a  majority, 
and  if  it  is  the  will  of  the  majority  to  sit  here 
without  adjournment  until  a  Speaker  is  elected, 
why  should  we  declare  that  resolution  ?  I  have 
steadily  voted  against  early  adjournments.  I  do 
not  know  that  1  have  more  than  once  concurred 
with  the  minority  of  the  House  in  a  resolution 
to  adjourn.  But  I  am  unwilling  to  impose^py 
restriction  upon  the  free  discretion  of  a  majority 
of  the  House.  I  prefer  to  leave  it  to  the  majority 
to  adjourn  whenever  they  see  fit  to  adjourn .  For 
these  reasons,  I  ahall  vote  i^nst  the  resolution. 

Mr.  BOOOCK.  I  should  not  have  said  a  word 
in  explanation  of  the  vote  I  expect  to  ^ive  upon 
this  question,  but  for  what  has  been  said  by  sev- 
eral gentlemen  from  my  own  State  in  opposition 
to  the  resolution  under  consideration.  Tne  ques- 
tion has  been  asked,  what  is  to  be  aecompUshed 
by  declaring  that  we  will  not  adjourn  when  it  is 
within  the  power  of  the  majority  to  rescind  the 
resolution  and  adjourn  whenever  they  may  see 
fit?  Sir,  I  would  regard  its  adoption  as  a  decW 
ration  upon  the  part  of  those  who  adopt  it,  that 
they  win  carry  out  the  purpose  expressed  by  it. 
Now,  sir,  a  member  may  nae  here  at  any  time 
and  move  that  the  House  adjourn;  and  seeing 
nothing  up  to  make  it  objectionable,  I  might  vote 
in  favor  or  the  adjournment.  But  when  we  have 
declared  by  resolution  that  we  will  sit  here  until 
an  election  of  Speaker  has  been  effected — ^when 
that  has  been  declared  as  the  concerted  purpose 
of  the  majority  voting  with  me,  I  should  not  so 
vote  at  any  time  until  that  election  has  been 
effected,  unless  under  peculiar  circumstanq^s. 

And  again,  a  strong  reason  in  favor  of  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution  is,  that  it  will  require 
positive  action  upon  the  part  of  the  majority  of 
the  House  to  rescind  it.  Under  this  resolution, 
if  a  member  under  the  excitement  of  the  moment, 
rises  and  moves  an  adjournment,  it  will  not  be 
competent  for  the  Clerk  to  entertain  the  motion 
nor  put  it.    The  motion  v/ill  be  out  of  order. 

I  now  come  to  the  suggestion  made  by  my  col- 
league in  my  rear,  [Mr.  Carlile.]  He  asked 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  if  he  considered 'a 
sectional  organization  of  so  little  importance,  that 
he  would  anord  facilities  for  such  an  organization 
to  be  effected? 

Now,  Mr.  Clerk,  I  am  as  much  opposed  to  a 
sectional  organization  of  this  House  as  any  man 
here;  but  1  submit  to  my  colleague,  1  submit  to 
the  House,  whether  the  adoption  of  this  resolu- 


tion will  fViraish  Any  facilities  to  a  majority  of  this 
body,  to  accomplish  such  an  object,  that  they  do 
not  now  possess?  If,  after  the  adoption  of  this 
resolution,  a  sectional  organization  is  effected  in 
the  course  of  a  week,  uie  same  strength  that 
brought  about  that  result  would  have  brought 
about  the  same  result  the  next  week,  or  at  pome 
other  time;  so  that  it  is  merely  a  question  of 
time.  If,  then,  we  are  to  have  such  an  o^niza- 
tion,  why  should  we  procrastinate?  We  have 
been  here  for  three  weeks,  sitting  only  a  short 
time  each  day,  without  accomplishmg  any  result. 
The  country  i^  looking  with  deep  solicitude,  to 
see  where  this  drama  is  to  end.  Sir,  let  us  evince 
by  the  adoption  of  this  resolution,  the  sincerity 
01  our  purpose;  let  us  show  that  we  are  sincerely 
in  earnest  in  our  efforts  to  effect  an  organization 
of  this  House.  Let  us  not  seem  to  oe  trifling 
with  this  matter.  Let  us  not  seem  to  come  here 
to  amuse  ourselves,'  and  then  to  adjourn  and  go 
home,  there  to  seek  our  relaxation  and  our  ease. 
Let  us  or^nize  at  once,  or  prove  to  the  country 
that  there  is  some  deep,  vital,  and  important  mat- 
ter dividing  us,  which  prevents  an  organization. 
I  shall  vote  for  the  proposition,  and  expect  to  sit 
it  out.* 

Mr.-McMULLIN.  I  am  and  have  been  as 
anxious  as  my  colleague  to  see  this  House  omm- 
ized.  I  am  as  desirous  of  attaining  that  end  as 
the  gentleman  fk-om  Greorgia,  [Mr.  Stephens,] 
or  any  other  gentleman  in  this  Hall.  I  voted  the 
other  day  against  my  better  judgment  for  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi, 
[Mr.  CluiTMinf .]  I  voted  for  the  limitation  or  the 
oebate  to  ten  minutes,  with  a  view  of  showing  to 
the  House  and  country  that  I  was  in  nowise  in 
fkvor  of  occupying  the  time  of  this  body  unne- 
cessarily with  discussion. 

And  let  me  call  your  attention,  Mr.  Clerk,  and 
that  of  the  House,  to  a  state  of  things  which  ex- 
isted in  this  body  during  the  last  Congress.  Do 
you  not  remember  that  when  we  had  the  appro- 
priation bills  under  consideration,  that  aAer  two 
or  three  night  sessions  it  was  found  extremely 
difficult  to  secure  a  quorum  to  progress  with  the 
business.  A  motion  was  made  for  a  recess,  so 
that  gentlemen  might  be  allowed  some  oppor- 
tunity of  taking  necessary  refreshment.  It  was 
votea  down;  and  when  a  division  of  the  House 
exhibited  the  want  of  a  quorum,  the  very  gentle- 
men who  voted  down  the  motion  for  a  recess  had 
a  call  of  the  House,  and  the  absentees  brought 
in.  And  is  it  now  the  purpose  of  the  gentleman 
from  Qeorgia  [Mr.  Stephens]  to  seek  to  obtain 
the  absence  of  gentlemen  on  either  side  of  the 
House  when  we  have  been  here  for  two  or  three 
days  and  nights  votin?  continuously — when  we 
shaUbe  compelled  to  nave  something  to  sustain 
the  stomach  ?  Is  it  his  desire  that  we  shall  con- 
tinue here  day  and  night  ?  I  can  tell  the  gentle- 
man that  I  represent  a  constituency  who  have 
confidence  in  my  intentions.  I  intend  to  represent 
them  fairly,  honestly,  and  faithfully. 

It  is  moEtifying  for  me  to  be  forced  to  differ 
with  my  colleagtie  who  has  just  taken  his  seat, 
[Mr.  BococE.]  Does  he  suppose  that  his  con- 
stituents have  no/u>nfidence  in  nim  ?  Has  he  not 
given  sufficient  evidence  already  to  satisfy  the 
most  exacting  of  them  that  he  vrill  on  no  occasion 
be  in  fhvor  of  sporting  with  the  time  of  the 
House? 

Mr.  Clerk,  is  it  the  object  of  gentlemen  to 
change  tlie  responsibiHty  or  a  want  of  an  organi- 
zation of  the  House  ?  How  is  he  to  do  it  ?  The 
Republican  party,  it  is  admitted,  are  in  the  ma- 
jority. Does  the  gentleman  from  Gfeorgia  desire 
to  see  that  party  secure  the  advantage  by  reason 
of  the  absence  of  either  the  friends  of  Mr.  Rich- 
ardson, or  those  oT  Mr.  Fuller?  No,  sir,  I  will 
ascribe  no  such  intention  on  his  peurt. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  think,  judging  from  the 
past  three  weeks'  experiments  in  this  Hall,  that 
the  Republican  party  are  not  m  the  majority. 
[Cries  of  "That  is  it!"  "  That  is  it!»'] 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  There  are  three  parties  in 
this  Hall.  There  is  a  clear  and  decided  anti- 
Nebraska  majority.  The  gentleman  will  not  deny 
that? 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  must  say  in  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from'Vir^nia  that,  so  far  as  indica- 
tions have  been  manifested;  he  is  also  in  error  in 
that  conclusion. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  trust  in  God  that  I  may 
be. 


Mr.  STEPHENS.  The  plan  now  offered,  if 
adopted  and  adhered  to,will  soon  show  us  whether 
or  not  the  opinion  is  correct.  I  think  that  the 
demonstrations  for  the  last  three  or  four  weeks, 
or  since  the  session  commenced,  tend  strong y  to 
show  that  there  is  not  an  anti-Nebraska  majority 
on  this  floor. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  When  has  this  House 
adjourned  earlier  than  four  o'clock?  Has  it  not 
been  the  habit,  since  our  session  commenced,  to 
proceed  with  business  until  that  hour  of  the  after- 
noon ? 

But,  sir,  for  one,  I  am  unwilling  to  give  either 
of  the  three  parties  here  an  advantage  over  the 
other.  And  I  take  occasion  to  repeat  what  I  seJd 
before,  that  whenever  the  majority  of  the  House 
desire  to  vote,  and  to  continue  to  vote  until  cleren 
o'clock  at  night,  or  all  night,  it  has  the  power  to 
do  so  without  the  adoption  of  this  resolution — 
this  monstrous  and  unprecedented  ^ag-law.  I 
am  opposed  to  this  thing  of  attempttog  to  forc« 
gentleman  into  a  false  position.  I  am  opposed 
to  it  now,  and  shall  continue  to  oppose  it  to  the 
end. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  Mr.  Clerk,  I 
would  inquire  whether  it  is  not  in  order  to  cadi 
the  previous  oucstion  on  the  resolution?  If  it  is, 
I  desire  to  maJce  that  call.  I  think  that  we  hare 
had  debate  enough. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  that  the  call 
for  the  previous  question  is  in  order. 

Mr.  ORR.  Does  the  Clerk  decide  that  the 
previous  miestion  operates  on  the  deliberadons 
of  this  boay  ? 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  that  it  does. 
-  Mr.  ORR.  I  should  like  to  know  the  author- 
ity by  which  such  a  decision  is  reached. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  believe  that  the  Manual 
will  bear  the  Clerk  out  in  his  decision.  I  think 
it  lays  down  that  doctrine. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  will,  with  the  per- 
mission of  the  House,  read  from  the  proceedings 
of  the  Thirty-First  Congress,  after  the  election  of 
the  Speaker,  but  before  the  rules  had  been  adopted 
for  the  government  of  the  House: 

**  Mr.  BoTD  rose  and  inquired  o^tbe  BpeaVerwhat  eflSsct 
the  previous  question  would  have  on  the  resoliition  be  tod 
offered  in  relation  to  the  rules  of  the  House. 

"  The  Sr|iAKBR  said  that  the  effect  would  be  to  bring  tbe 
House  to  a  direct  vote  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolation." 

Mr.  ORR.  I  should  like  to  hear  the  clause  in 
the  Manual  which  has  reference  to  the  operation 
of  the  previous  question  read  for  the  information 
of  members.  When  that  is  done  I  would  then 
ask  the  Clerk  to  state  the  effect  of  the  operation. 
If  it  is  in  force,  which  I  deny,  it  cuts  off  all  de- 
bate and  amendment.  I  do  not  know  that  I  oag^t 
to  have  informed  the  friends  that  that  would  be  the 
result.  I  am  opposed  to  the  adoption  of  any 
resolution,  the  result  of  which  is  to  force  this 
House  from  determining  the  election  of  Speaker 
on  principle,  to  making  tne  determination  a  ques- 
tion of  the  strength  of  stomach.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  would  inquire  whether 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Saqe]  would 
not  accept  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
G^or^ia,  [Mr.  Stephens  ?]  When  that  is  done 
I  shall  then  call  the  previous  question. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  did  accept  the  amendment. 

Mr.  GROW.  I  will' refer  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  Orr]  to  page  101  of  the 
Manual.  He  will  there  mid  authority  for  tho 
previous  question.    It  is  as  follows: 

"  8bc.  34.— 7^  frevtom  fuaMon.— When  any  question 
is  before  the  House,  any  member  mty  move  a  previoaa 
question,  *  WheUier  that  question  (called  tho  main  que*> 
Uon)  shall  now  be  put?*  it* it  pass  in  the  atfirmative,  then 
the  main  question  is  to  be  put  Immediately,  and  no  man 
may  speak  anything  Airtber  to  It,  either  to  add  or  alter." — 
Memor,  in  Hakew,  28 ;  4  Grey,  97. 

Mr.  ORR.  If  the  previous  question  is  to  cat 
o(r  all  amendments,  and  bring  the  House  to  a 
direct  vote  on  the  original  proposition,  is  not  the 
oueeCion  simply  then  on  the  resolution  offered  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Sage.'] 
Pending  amendments  are  saved  from  the  opera- 
tion of  the  previous  question  by  special  rule  Of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  which  has  not  yet 
been  adopted. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  Precisely;  but  I  under- 
stand  that  the  gentleman  from  New  York  has 
modified  his  resolution. 

Mr.  SAQE.  For  the  purpose  of  saving  time, 
I  modified  vay  resolution  by  accepting  the  ameifll- 
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ment  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Stb- 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  call  for  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  The  proper  course  will  be 
to  vote  down  the  preyious  question,  or  else  we 
cannot  teat  the  sense  of  the  House  upon  my 
proposition. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  would  ask 
the  gentleman  why  the  proposition  of  the  ^ntle- 
man  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Sage,]  as  it  now 
stands,  will  not  test  that  question  ? 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Has  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  accepted  my  amendment? 

Mr.  SAGE.    I  have. 

The  CLERK  read  the  resolution  as  modified; 
it  is  as  follows: 

Remhfedf  TlMt  until  a  Speaker  is  elected  no  motioii  to 
a4ioiira  abaU  be  in  order. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.    That  is  rieht  now. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  move  that  the 
l«solution  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that 
motion.    I  hope  it  will  prevail. 

Mr.  PAINE.  I  understand  that  the  proposi- 
tion now  before  the  House  is  designed  to  test  the 
physical  endurance  of  members. 

Mr.  JONES.  The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table 
is  not  debatable. 

The  CLERK,  The  Clerk  understands  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  as  rising  for  in- 
formation. 

Mr.  PAINE,  t  I  say,  sir,  that  I  understand  the 
design  to  be  to  test  the  physical  endurance  of 
members  here. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  debate  is.  not 
in  order. 

Mr.  PAiri^E.  Is  debate  not  in  order  on  a 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table? 

The  CLEkK.  It  is  not,  by  an  express  order 
of  the  House,  which,  as  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  will  remember,  was  made  a  few 
days  ago. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Jones's 

motion,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas 

84)  nays  110;  as  folI<IWs: 

V£AB--Mefsr8.  Alien,  Bell.  Boyce.  Broom,  John  P. 
impbell,  CailUe,  Camthers,  Caakie,  Cox,  GuUen,  David- 


__  _  __  vi^0a^ava  ^^vi^«  ^^vaaa^aj%    a^vaTsiu 

•on,  \ieskxj  Wmter  Davu,  Denver,  DowdeU^Duon.  Durfee, 
Edioundson,  EUiott,  Etberidge,  Eustis,  Evans,  Florence, 
Foster,  Heniy  M.  Fnller,  Goode,  Greenwood,  Augiutiu 
Hail.  Robert  B.  H^  Harten,  J.  Merriaon  Harris,  Sampson 
W.  iianlB,  Tbomaa  L.Harris,  Harrison,  Haven,  Valentine 
B.  Horton,  Houston,  Jewett,  George  W.  Jones,  Kidwell, 
lAke,  Letcher,  Lindley,  Lumpkin,  Alexander  K.  Marshall, 
BomptireT  Marshall.  Samuel  S.  HarshaU,  Maxwell,  Mc- 
MoUin,  McUueen,  MiJlson.  Milliard,  Moore,  Nichols.  Orr, 
Paiae,  Peck,  Porter,  Powell,  Reade,  BeadY,  Ritchie,  Rtvcm, 
XoAd,  Rust,  Sabin,  Sandidce,  Savage,  Shorter,  Sanmel  A. 
0mitb,  Willum  R.  Smith,  Sneed,  Stewart,  Swope,  Taylor, 
ThorMOn,  Trippe,  Underwood,  Valk,  Walker,  Whitney, 
Wiaalow,  John  v.  Wright,  and  ZollicoOer— -84. 

NAYS— Menn.  Aiken,  Albright,  Allison,  Ball,  Barbour, 
Barkadale,  Henry  Bennett,  Henry  S.  Bennett,  Benson, 
Bilfiaghurst,  Bingham,  Bhss,  Bocock,  Bradshaw,  Brcnton, 
Brooks,  BaHlngton,  Boriingame.  Cadwalader,  James  H. 
CsMpbcIl,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Cha^e,  Ezra  Clark,  Claw- 
son,  Clingman,  Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb, 
ColmXt  Comins,  Cragin,  Craige,  Crawford,  Cumback,  Dam- 
reO.  Tnnolhy  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  De  Witt,  Dick,  Dickson, 
Do«kl,Bdie,£dwards,  EngUsh,  Faulkner,  Flagler,  Thomas 
J.  D.  Fuller,  Gallowi^  Giddinn,  Gilbert,  Granger,  Grow, 
Herbert,  HoUoway,  Tnomas  R.  Horton,  Howard,  Hugh- 
stOB,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Knappl  Knight,  Knowlton,  Rnox, 
Later,  McCaity,  Meacham,  Killian  MiBer.  Smith  Miller, 
MosfBii,  Morrill,  Mott,  Murray,  Norton,  Mordecai  Oliver, 
Parker.  Peaioe,  Pelton,  Perry,  Pettit,  Pike,  Pringle,  Purvi- 
ance,  Poryear,  Quitman,  Sage,  Sapp,  Scott,  Seward,  Sim- 
mons. Sfnnner,  Stanton,  Stephens.  Stranahan^  Tappan, 
Thortegton,  Todd,  TraAon,  Vail,  Wade,  Wakeman.  Wal- 
hridm,  Waldron,  Warner,  Cadwalader  C.  Wasbbnnie, 
BHiba  B.  Waahbume.  Israel  Washburn,  Watkins,  Wsiaon, 
Welch,  Wood,  Woodrufi;  and  Woodworth— 110. 

So  the.  House  refused  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table. 

Pending  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  GREENWOOD  said:  I  am  opposed  to 
tbia  resolution  upon  two  grounds:  The  first  is, 
that  I  am  unwilung  that  any  gentleman  should 
put  a  test  to  me  to  govern  my  votes  here.  In  the 
second  place,  the  resolution  would  make  the  con- 
*test  for  Speaker  a  question  of  physical  endurance; 
and  whii^  I  feel  that  I  am  as  competent  to  un- 
dergo the  fatigue  as  any  gentleman  here,  I  am 
unwilling  to  force  it  upon  others,  and  least  of  all 
on  Mj  fnend  from  Geoi^,  [Mr.  Stbpubvs.]  I 
theieiore  rote  *•  ay.  *' 

Mr.  PAINE  said:  I  desire  to  say  that  my  vote 
upOB  this  motion  does  not  express  my  views  in 
relftfiwtt  to  tha  resolution.    laeeire  to  tako  coun- 


sel with  my  family  and  friends  in  the  city  before 
I  am  ^Ued  upon  to  vote  on  the  resolution. 
[Laughter.]  I  desire,  therefore,  that  it  shall  be 
laid  upon  the  table  for  the  present,  and  I  vote 
"av.'* 

After  the  announcement  of  the  vote, 

Mr.  PECK  said:  I  propose  an  amendment  to 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  believe  a 
demand  for  the  previous  qi^tion  is  pending. 

The  CLERK.  The  demand  for  the  previous 
question  is  pending. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  demand /or  the  pre?i- 
ous  Question  cannot  be  pending,  because  since  the 
call  for  the  previous  Question  the  resolution  has 
been  entirely  changed. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  renewed  the  demand 
for  the  previous  question  after  the  resolution  was 
modified.  # 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  understands  the 
modification  to  have  been  agreed  to  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  before  the  previous 
question  was  demanded. 

Mr.  PECK.  It  has  not  been  seconded,  however, 
and  I  wish  to  suggest  to  the  mover  of  the  resolu- 
tion, that  he  should  amend  it  so  as  to  make  it  read : 
•*  from  and  after  to-morrow*"  I  would  vote  for 
the  resolution  in  that  shape,  but  not  otherwise. 
I  want  to  give  my  friend  from  North  Carolina 
[Mr.  Paike]  an  opportunity  to  take  farewell  of 
his  friends  and  family,  [laughter,]  and  to  afiTord 
myself  an  opportunity  to  prepare  myself  to  en- 
gage in  a  contest  of  physical  endurance  with  all 
advantage  by  taking  m  a  stock  of  provisions,  and 
making  a  fair  start. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  1  would  in- 
quire whether  debate  is  in  order?  « 

Mr.  CADWALADER.  I  wish  to  make  a 
suggestion.  The  unexpected  inclemency  of  the 
weather  has  prevented  many  punctual  members 
from  returning  to  their  places , 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  rise  to  a  question  of 
order.  I  desire  to  know  if  debate  is  in  order 
during  the  pendency  of  a  demand  for  the  pre- 
vious question  ? 

Mr.  PECK.    Is  my  motion  to  cunend  in  order  ? 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  am  opposed  to  the  previous 
(question,  and  move  that  the  House  do  now  ad- 
journ. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  House  refUsed 
to  adjourn. 

The  previous  question  was  then  seconded. 

Mr.  PAINE.  Do  I  understand  thai  the  pre- 
vious question  has  been  seconded? 

The  CLERK.  The  previous  question  has 
been  demanded  and  seconded. 

Mr.  PAINE.  I  would  request  the  gentleman 
from  Maine  to  withdraw  the  motion  for  the  pre- 
vious question.  I  would  like  very  much  to  be 
able  to  submit  an  amendment.  We  ought  not 
to  be  called  u^on  to  make  this  sacrifice  without 
some  compensation. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  would  respectfully 
Bueeest  that  debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  PAINE.  I  hope  I  may  state  what  my 
proposed  amendment  is,  in  order  that  the  gentle- 
man may  be  able  to  decide  whether  he  wiU  with- 
draw the  demand  for  the  previous  question.  My 
amendment  is^  that  every  member  who  dies  un- 
der the  operation  of  this  resolution  shall  have  a 
monument  erocted  to  his  memory.  [Much  laugh- 
terj 

The  question  recurring,  '<  Shall  the  main  ques- 
tion be  now  put?** 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

Mr.  DUNN.  For  the  information  of  gentle- 
men who  may  not  be  familiar  with  parliamentary 
rules,  I  would  inquire  whether,  if  the  House 
should  refu^  to  sustain  the  previous  question, 
theproposition  would  be  open  for  cunendment? 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  the  proposi- 
tion would  be  postponed  until  to-morrow,  when 
the  motion  can  be  renewed. 

^Mr.  ORR.  I  call  for  tellers  on  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  Clerk  appointed  Messrs.  Orr  and  Knox. 

The  House  was  divided;  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported fifty-eight  in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  being,  **  Shall  the  main  question 
be  now  put?**  the  roll  was  called  thereon,  and 
there  were — yeas  125,  nays  73;  as  follows: 

TEAS— Metsrt.  Aiken,  Albright,  AUiiOQ,  BaU,  Barbour, 


Barksdale,  Henry  Bennett,  Henry  8.  Bennett,  Buneon,  Bil- 
linghurst.  Bingham,  Bliss,  Bocock,  Bradshaw.  Brenton, 
Brooks,  Bttffington,  Boriingame.  James  H.Canipbell,  Lewis 
D.  Campbell,  Caruthers,  Chanee,  Ezra  Clark,  Clawson, 
Clingman,  Howell  Cobb,  WUUarason  H.  W.  Cobb,  Colftix, 
Comins,  Cragin,  Craige,  Crawford,  Cumback,  Damrell, 
Timothy  Davis.  Day,  Dean,  De  Witt,  Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd, 
Durfee,  Edie,  Edmundson,  Edwards,  Elliott,  Erarie,  Flag- 
ler, Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Galloway,  Giddings,  Gilbert, 
Granger,  Robert  B.  Hall,  HoUoway.  Thomas  R.  Horton, 
Howard,  Hughston,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  KelJy,  Knapp,  Knight, 
Kowlton,  Knox,  Lake,  Leiter,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Mc- 
Carty,  Meacham,  KiUian  Miller,  Smith  Miller,  Moore,  Mor- 
gan, Morrill,  Mott,  Murray,  Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew  Oli- 
ver, Mordecai  OUver,  Parker,  Pearce,  Pelton,  Peny,  Pet-  ■ 


phens,  Stranahan.  Swope.  Tappan,  Thorington,  Thurston, 
Todd,  TraHon,  Wade,  Wakeman,  Walbridge.  Waldron, 
Warner,  Cadwalader  C.  Washbume,  EUihu  B.  Washbunie, 
Israel  Washburn,  Watkins,  Watson,  Welch,  Whitney, 
Wood,  Woodruff,  and  Woodworth— 1S5. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen.  Bell,  Boyce,  Broom,  Cadwala- 
der, John  P.  Campbell,  Carlile,  Caskie,  Cox.  CuUen,  Da- 
vidson, Henry  Winter  Davis,  Denver, DowdelJ,  Dunn. Eng- 
lish, Etherioge,  EuEtis.  Evans,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Foster, 
Henry  M.  Fuller,  Goode,  Greenwood,  Grow,  Augustas  Hall, 
Harlan,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomas  L. 
Harris,  Harrison,  Haven,  Herbert,  Valentine  B.  Horton 
Houston,  George  W.  Jones,  Kidwell,  Letcher,  Lindley, 
Luaipkbi,  Alexander  K.  Marshall,  Samuel  S.  Marshall, 
Maxwell,  McMullin,  McQueen,  Millson,  Miilward.  Orr, 
Paine,  Peck,  Porter,  Powell.  Reade,  Richardson,  Ritchie, 
Rivers,  Rumn,  Rust,  Sandi(ue,'Sav^go,  Shorter,  £hieed, 
Stewart,  7'aylor,  Trippe,  Underwood,  Vail,  Walker,  Wins- 
low,  John  V.  Wright,  and  Zollicoffer— 7S. 

So  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now 
put. 

The  CLEIRK  announced  the  main  question  to 
be  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

Retolotd,  That  until  a  Speaker  is  elected  no  oiotion  u» 
a^lQurn  shall  be  in  order. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon 
the  adoption  of  that  resolution. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.    * 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  would  inquire  of  the  Chair 
if  the  effect  of  the  last  vote  is  not  to  postpone  tho 
Airther  consideration  of  the  qo^sUon  until  to- 
morrow morning? 

The  CLERK.  The  main  question  has  been 
ordered  to  be  now  put.  If  the  vote  had  been  in 
the  negative,  that  would  have  thrown  the  ques- 
tion over.  The  Cleric  may  err  in  the  decision, 
and  he  submits  it  to  the  House  for  its  decision. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  do  not  like  to  take  an  ap- 
peal though  it  strikes  me  that  the  decision  of  tne 
Clerk  is  wron&r. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  What  was  the  question 
decided  by  the  last  vote? 

The  CLERK.  Shall  the  main  question  be  now 
put? 

Mr.  STEPHENS.    And  what  was  the  vote  ? 

The  CLERK.  One  hundred  and  twenty-fivo 
in  the  a£to\ative,  and  seventy-two  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Then  of  course  it  is  not 
postponed.  The  House  has  ordered  that  the 
main  question  shall  be  now  put. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  agrees  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia.  Does  the  ^ntkman  from 
Mississippi  appeal  from  the  decision? 

Mr.  WALKilR.    No,  I  do  not. 

The  CLERK.    The  yeaa  and  nays  have  been 
ordered  ^  the  main  question. 
.  The  question  was  then  taken,  and  there  wore 
yeas  116,  nays  87;  as  follows: 

YEAS—Mesars.  Aiken,  Albright,  Allison,  Ball,  Barbour, 
-Barkadale,  Henry  Bennett,  Henry  S.  Beanett,  Benson,  Bil- 
llnghurst,  Bingham,  Bliss,  Bocock,  Bradshaw,  Brenton, 
Brooks,  Buffincton,  Burlingame,  James  H.  Campbell,  Lewis 
D.  Campbell.  Chaffee,  Bayard  Clark,  Ezra  Clark,  Clawson, 
Clingman,  Uowell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Collkz, 
Comins,  Cragin,  Craige,  Crawford,  Cumback,  Damrell, 
Timoth\'  Davte,  Day,  Dean,DeWitVl)ick,  Dickson,  Dodd, 
Edie,  Edwards,  Emrie,  Faulkner,  Flagler,  Thomas  J.  D. 
Fuller,  Galloway,' Giddmgs,  Gilbert,  Granger,  Grow,  Robert 
B.  Hall,  HoUoway  .Thomas  R.  Horton,  Howard,  Hughston, 
J.  Glancy  Jones.  Kelly,  King,  Knapp.  Kni^t,  Knowlton, 
Knox,  Leiter,  Mace,  McCarty,  Mcacnam,  Killian  Miller, 
Morsan,  Morrill,  Mott,  Murray,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver, 
Moidecai  Oliver,  Paine.  Parker,  Pearce,  Peck,  Pelton, 
Perry,.  PetUt,  Pike,  Prinze,  Purviance,  Puryear,  Uoitman, 
Sabin,  Sage,  SM)p,  Scott,  Sewasd,  Simmons,  Spinner,  Stan- 
ton, Stephens.  Stranahan,  Tappan,  Thorington.  Todd,  Traf- 
ton.  Wade,  Wakeman,  WalbridgeJiValdron,  Wamer^ad- 
wamder  C.  Wasbbume,  Ellihu  B.  Washbume,  Israel  Wash- 
bum,  Watson,  Welch,  WeUs,  Wood,|Woodniff,  wo^  Wood- 
worth— 116. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Bell,  Boyce,  Broom,  Cadwalader, 
John  P.  Campbell,  Carlile/Caruthers,  Caskie,  Cox.  Cullen, 
Davidson.  Henry  Winter  Davis.  Denver,  Dowdell,  Dunn, 
Durfee,  Edmundson,  EUiott,  En^tish,  Etheridge,  Eustis, 
Evans,  Florence,  Foster,  Henry  M.  Fuller,  Goode,  Green- 
wood, Augustus  Hall,  Harlan,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Sampson 
W.  Harris,  Thomas  L.  Harris,  Harrison,  Haven,  Herbert, 
Valentine  B.  Horton,  Hooaton,  George  W.  Jonet,  KMwell, 
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Lake,  Letcher,  Lindloy,  Lumpkin.  Alexander  K.  Marihall, 
Humphrey  Marshall,  Samuel  8.  Marshall,  Maxwell,  Mc- 
Mullin,  MeQuften,  Smith  Miller,  Milloou,  Mill  ward,  Moore, 
Nichols,  Orr,  Porter,  Powell,  Reade,  Ready,  Ricaud,  lUcl)- 
ardflon,  Ritcliie,  Rivers,  RobiBon,  Rufiin,  Ru5t,  Sandidge, 
Savage,  Shorter,  Samuel  A.Smith,WiJliam  R.  Smitli,  Snred, 
gfjwart,  SwopG,  Taylor,  Thurston,  Trippe,  Underwood, 
Vail,  Valk,  Walker.  Watkiiu,  Whitney,  Wiiwlow,  John 
V.  Wright,  and  ZoUicoffer— 87. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

(Cries  of  "Call  the  roll!"] 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  apprehend, 
from  the  vote  which  has  just  been  taken,  that 
there  is  before  us  a  protracted  session  of  this 
House.  Those  of  us  who  have  served  here  for 
years  past,  know  that  there  are  occasional  scenes 
of  disorder  and  turbulence  unbecoming  the  dig- 
nity of  the  American  Congress.  I  do  not  antici- 
pate anything  of  that  kind  in  making  the  proposi- 
tion which  I  have  sent  to  the  Chair,  though  it  may 
be  impossible  to  guard  a£:ainst  it.  I  am  well 
aware,  Mr.  Clerk,  Uiat  you  nave  dischai^cd  faith- 
fully and  impartially  your  duties  so  far,  and  I  do 
not  design,  oy  this  pronosuion,  to  impute,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  anytning  which  will  amount 
to  a  charge  of  impropriety  upon  your  part;  but 
it  does  seem  to  me,  in  view  of  what  is  before  us, 
that  we  ought  to  have  a  temporary  presiding 
office}.  When  the  resolution  shall  have  been 
read,  it  will  be  seen  that  I  have  named  a  member 
of  this  body  who  is  the  antipodc  of  me  in  all 
respects,  as  the  governing  officer  of  our  delibera- 
tions. I  have  great  confiaence  in  that  individual 
OS  a  gentleman,  and  in  his  knowledge  of  the  par- 
liamentary law.  In  view  of  these  things,  there- 
fore, I  offer  the  resolution  which  I  have  sent  to 
the  Clerk,  and  I  hope  it  may  be  adopted  without 
serious  opposition  from  either  side  of  the  House. 

The  resolution  was  then  read,  as  follows: 

Retolvedy  That  the  Hon.  James  L.  Orr,  of  South  Caro- 
lina, be  invited  to  preside  over  this  body  until  a  Speaker  ia 
elected. 

Mr.  SAGE.    I  must  say  I  deem  this  resolution 
^     unnecessary. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    I  do  not. 

Mr.  SAGE.  It  is  a  proposition,  however, 
upon  which  persons  may  differ.  We  have  now 
been  in  session  over  three  weeks,  and  have  got 
alon^  vnry  well,  and  I  know  of  no  reason  why, 
at  this  juncture,  we  should  travel  out  of  the  line 
we  have  marked  out  for  ourselves.  Its  adopiion 
will  be  a  reflection  upon  this  body,  that  we  can- 
not deport  ourselves  properly  in  theplaces  which 
we  have  been  called  upon  to  fill.  Without  con- 
suming further  the  time  of  the  House,  I  move 
to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 
^  Mr.  CAMPBELL.  True,  Mr.  Clerk,  we  have 
been  in  session  during  the  ordinary  hours  of 
doing  business;  but  the  resolution  which  we  have 
adopted  contemplates  perhaps— though  I  hope 
wc  may  or^nize  upon  the  first  vote — a  pro- 
tracted session  of  this  body;  and  it  is  in  view  of 
that  possibility,  that  I  t.csire  some  person  well 
versed  in  parliamentary  law  may  be  called  to 
preside  temporarily,  for  the  purpose  of  preserv- 
ing the  order  and  decorum  which  ought  to  char- 
acterize the  American  Congress.  With  that 
view  I  have  moved  the  resolution,  and  I  hope 
serious  objection  will  not  be  made  to  it« 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  who  introduced  the  resolution  a 
question. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    As  many  as  you  choose, 
•    if  it  is  in  order. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  wish  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man whether  he  is  willing  to  place  the  name  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Orr] 
in  the  resolution  which  I  proposed  the  other  day, 
having  in  view  the  organization  of  the  House  for 
the  passing  the  appropriation  bills? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  No,  sir.  The  first  busi- 
ness, under  the  Constitution,  is  the  election  of  a 
Speaker.  All  I  desire,  in  offering  the  resolution, 
is,  that  we  may  preserve  that  dignity  and  de- 
corum, before  the  eye  of  the  world,  which  belongs 
to  the  American  Congress. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  would  suggest  that 
debate  is  not  in  order,  as  a  motion  is  pending  to 
lay  the  resolution  upon  th^  table. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  demand  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  SNEED.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman 
fVoni  Ohio,  respectfully,  to  make  a  modification 
of  his  resolution. 

TIic  CLERK.    The  Clerk  must  say  that  the 


gentleman  from  Tennessee  is  not  in  order  in 
indulging  in  debate. 

'  Mr.  SNEED.  I  do  not  propose  to  debate  the 
subject,  but  simply  to  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  to  modify  tne  resolution  before  the  vote  is 
taken. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  must  a^in  say 
that  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  is  not  in 
order. 

Mr.  SNEED.  My  request  is,  that,  under  the 
circumstances, .with  all  respect  for  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Orr,1  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  shall  insert* m  his  resolution  the  name 
of  the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Georgia, 
[Mr.  Cobb,]  because  he  i^  an  ex-Speaker  of  the 
House. 

The  CLERK.    The  Clerk  calls  to  order. 

Mr.  CAMPB^L.    I  have  great  confidence 

in 

,Mr.  COBB,  of  Greorgia,  (interrupting.)  I  had 
intended  to  address'  a  few  words  to  the  House, 
and  I  trust  they  will  permit  me  to  do  so  now. 
[Cries  of  "Agreed!"  "Agreed!"] 

Mr.  COBB.  I  intendeato  have  seconded  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  especially 
as  that  motion  was  coupled  with  the  remark  that 
the  duties  imposed  upon  you,  Mr.  Clerk,  had 
been  dischai^d  by  you,  since  the  commence- 
ment pf  the  session,  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of 
the  House.  But  I  did  see,  and  have  seen  from 
the  commencement,  that  there  would  be  a  pro- 
priety, under  the  circumstances,  and  preceding 
an  org{inization,  in  selecting  a  Chairman  to  pre- 
side over  our  meetings.  There  is  a  precedent  fbr 
it.  In  the  great  contest  in  the  New  Jersey  case, 
on  motion  of  a  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  Mr.  John 
duincy  Adams,  was  called  to  preside  over  this 
body.  I  believe  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  as  it  stapds,  with  the  name  presented 
in  that  resolution,  will  meet  with  as  coraial  an  ap- 
proval of  this  House  as  it  would  with  the  name 
of  any  other  individual  who  could  be  named.  I 
therefore  hope  the  resolution,  as  it  has  been  pre- 
sented, will  DC  adopted  by  the  House,  and  that 
there  will  be  no  effort  to  amend  or  alter  it  in  any 

S articular.  I  appeal  to  the  gentleman  from 
'hio — if  such  an  appeal  is  necessary — that  he 
will  let  the  resolution  stand  as  it  is,  as  I  be- 
lieve it  is  acceptable  to  the  House. 

Mr.  TRAFTON.  If  it  is  in  order,  I  was  about 
to  appeal  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  to  withdraw 
his  resolution.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  very 
late  in  the  day  to  pass  such  a  resolution.  We 
have  to-day  resolved  to  sit  here  until  we  elect  a 
Speaker.  Now,  with  all  respect  to  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Orr,]  had  this  motion 
been  made  earlier  in  the  session  I  should  have 
voted  for  him  with  pleasure;  but  I  think  gen- 
tlemen upon  the  floor  of  this  House  are  well  satis- 
fied with  the  manner  in  which  you,  Mr.  Clerk, 
have  discharged  the  duties  which  nave  rested  upon 
you ;  and  though  the  gentleman  who  offered  the 
resolution  prefaces  it  with  the  remark  that  you 
have  given  entire  satisfaction  to  the  House,  yet, 
sir,  to  put  you  out  of  the  chair  now,  at  the  fag 
end  of  this  contest,  would  tend,  by  implication  at 
least,  to  throw  some  blame  upon  you,  and  I  hope 
the  gentleman  will  withdraw  it. 
IVfr.  CAMPBELL.     I  expressly  stated ,  for  the 

fmrpose  of  showing  my  sincerity,  that  I  had  se- 
ected  a  gentleman  who  is  tlie  antipode  of  myself 
in  politics.  There  was  an  occasion  when,  under 
similar  circumstances,  John  Cluincy  Adams  was 
called  upon  to  preside  temporarily  over  the  delib- 
erations of  this  body.  ' 

I  might  have ,  ^n  oilering  this  resolution ,  selected 
some  other  person  holding  opinions  which  would 
have  coincided  with  my  own,  but  it  was  with  the 
view  of  showing  that  tne  only  object  which  I  had 
in  contemplation  was,  the  preservation  of  the 
dignity  of  this  body  through  a  protracted  session 
which  may  last  for  days  and  nights,  that  I  se- 
lected the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Orr,]  and  under  no  circumstances,  sir,  shall  I 
change  the  name— under  no  circumstances.  The 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Trapton] 
has  not,  I  presume,  passed  through  the  midnight 
scenes  which  have  been  presented  in  controvert- 
ing these  sectional  points  in  this  Hall.  It  was 
not  in  the  remotest  degree  my  intention,  as  I  have 
already  said,  to  impute  any  impropriety  whatever 
to  the  Clerk ;  but  ne  has  his  other  duties  to  dis- 
charge, and  it  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  he  is  as 


well  versed  in  the  principles  of  parliamentary  lav 
as  is  the  gentleman  whose  name  is  embraced  in 
the  resolution.  I  have  full  confidence  in  him, 
[Mr:  Orr.]  His  power  will  extend  only  to  the 
point  at  which  we  shall  have  elected  a  permanent 
presiding  officer;  then  his  power  ceasea.  I  have 
no  doubt  but  that  he  will  discharge  the  dutiei  of 
the  Chair  with  entire  impartiality  as  between  the 
contending  elements  on  this  floor;  and  it  was  in 
that  view  of  the  case  that  I  made  the  propositica 
which  I  have  submitted. 

Mr.  WASHBURN/^  of  Maine.  It  is  my  mis. 
fortune,  Mr.  Clerk,  to  differ,  in  reference  to  tils 
resolution,  with  my  friend,  [Mr.  Campbell,]  from 
whom  I  seldom  differ. 

Mr.  RUST,  (interrupting.)  What  is  the  ques- 
tion before  the  House,  Mr.  Ulerk? 

The  CLERK.  The  ouestion  is  on  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Campbell.] 

Mr.  RUST.  Is  there  not  a  motion  pending  to 
lay  that  resolution  on  the  table? 

The  CLERK.  That  motion  has  been  with- 
drawn by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Saoc.] 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  (resuming.)  I  do  agree 
with  my  friend  from  Ohio,  however,  in  all  tJiai 
he  says  in  reference  to  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carohna,  [Mr.  Orr.]  I  have  no  doubt  that  that 
gentleman  would  preside  over  this  House  with 
ability,  with  fairness,  and  with  entire  imparti- 
ality. I  have  no  question  whatever  as  to  that. 
But  I  am  opposed  to  this  proposition  for  the  rea- 
son that  it  reverses  the  preccdMit  which  seema  to 
have  been  established  here,  of  selecting  the  oldeat 
member  of  the  House  for  this  service.  And,  sir, 
I  am  also  opposed  to  it,  because  it  seems  to  imply 
that  there  is  to  be  some  difliculty,  some  trouble, 
some  disturbance  here.  Now ,  sir,  I  have  no  fear 
whatever  of  that.  I  have  no  fear  whatever  that 
you  will  not  continue  to  preside  here  with  aa 
much  dignity  and  fairness  as  you.  have  exhibited 
during  the  twenty  days  that  you  have  presided 
over  us.  I,  sir,  would  not  in  any  way  invite  any-' 
thin^  like  disorder,  or  disturbance,  or  conf\i$ion 
in  this  Hall,  and  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that 
during  the  time  we  shall  continue  in  session  here, 
in  our  endeavors  to  elect  a  Speaker,  we  shall  not 
proceed  as  quietly,  as  calmly,  as  we  have  done 
in  the  days  that  we  have  passed .  For  these  rea- 
sons, sir,  believing  that  the  appointment  of  a 
temporary  presiding  officer  is  unnecessary;  be- 
lieving that  if  it  be  not  the  appointment  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  would  be  re- 
versing an  old  precedent  in  regard  to  this  matter; 
and  also  knowing  that,  during  the  twenty  davi 
that  elapsed  before  a  Speal^er  was  elected  in  1849, 
there  was  no  more  occasion  for  a  temporary  pre- 
siding officer  than  there  is  now,  I  am  opposed 
to  this  resolution.  I  therefore  hope  that  the  propo- 
sition will  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  I  make  that 
motion. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  ask  the  gentleman  to  with- 
draw for  a  moment  his  motion  to  lay  on  the  table, 
and  I  will  renew  it. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  withdraw 
the  call  for  the  previous  question  on  that  condi- 
tion. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  wish  to  remark,  in  reply 
to  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Campbell,]  that  there  wa 
wide  distinction  between  this  case  and  that  pre- 
sented in  1839,  when  Mr.  Adams  was  eallea  to 
the  chair  as  temporary  presiding  officer ;  and  1 
do  not  know  how  that  instance  csm  be  properly 
regarded  as  justifying  this  motion .  At  that  time 
there  were  two  sets  of  members  present  from  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  both  of  whom— every  time 
that  a  vote  was  called  for — passed  between  the 
tellers,  or  answered  to  their  names;  and  there  was 
no  possibility  of  deciding  any  question  except  by 
a  resort  to  the  most  strict  una  technical  parlia- 
mentary rules.  The  House,  therefore,  found 
itself  under  the  necessity — perhaps  not  having 
the  utmost  confidence  in  tne  Clerk — I  do  not 
know — in  dbnsequcnce  of  the  difficulty  growing^ 
out  of  the  conflicting  claims  of  the  members  from 
the  State  of  New  Jersey,  to  call  upon  a  member 
to  presidc'pro  tempore. 

The  protracted  struggle  of  1849  was  carried  to 
its  close  without  any  temporary  presiding  office*"' 
and  I  confess  that,  after  tnis  thing  has  been  car- 
ried OD  for  three  weeks  as  it  has  been,  without  * 
temporary  Chairman,  there  is  not,  to  my  "*|j  ' 
any  necessity  for  one;  nor  can  1  imagine  wb^ 
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propriety  there  now  is  in  calling  for  a  temporary 
presiding  officer.  I  beg  to  say  that  I  have  the 
utmost  confidence  in  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Ob  a;!  but  it  seems  to  me  that 
gentlemen  will  find  that  this  feeling  will  of  ne- 
cessity grow  up  that,  if  there  is  once  a  presiding 
officer,  tne  election* of  Speaker  will  be  protracted, 
and  there  will  be  a  temptation  to  introduce  legis- 
lation on  a  great  variety  of  things.  It  will  not 
appear  as  if  there  was  so  much  necessity  for  a 
regular  Speaker. 

'I  hope,  therefore,  that  my  colleague  [Mr. 
CampbellJ  will  wiilidraw  his  resolution  for  a 
time;  and  if  disorder  shall  arise,  or  if  there  shall 
i>e  any  confusion  or  turbulence,  then  it  will  be 
time  enough  to  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  presid- 
ing officer  to  preserve  order.  But  in  tlie  absence 
of  any  such  necessity,  it  seems  to  me  that  this 
motion  to  appoint  a  temporary  presiding  officer 
should  not  be  adopted.  1  renew  the  motion  to 
lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  desire  to  bring  the 
House  to  a  vote  on  the  proposition;  I  therefore 
more  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  [Mr.  Clingman]  be  kind  enough 
to  withdraw  his  motion  for  a  moment? 

Mr.  CLmOMAN.    Certainly. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  With  a  view  to  meet  the 
objection  of  iny  colleague,  [Mr.  Stanton] 

Mr.  STANTON,  (interrupting.)  I  have  moved 
to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  and  debate  is 
not  in  order. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Will  not  my  colleague 
withdraw  that  motion  for  the  present? 

Mr.  STANTON.  It  is  not  in  my  power  to 
withdraw  it,  as  I  promised  the  p^nileman  from 
Maine,  [Mr.  Washburn,]  when  he  withdrew  his 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  to  renew  it  for  him. 
XCric«  of  " auestion  !**  **  Question !"] 

Mr.  GROW.  Allow  me  to  say  here,  in  con- 
nection with  the  New  Jersey  case  referred  to,  that 
in  that  case  the  Clerk  refused  to  put  any  mo- 
tion  

The  CLERK,  (interrupting.)  As  there  is  a 
motion  pending  to  lay  the  resolution  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  [Mr.  Campbell]  on  the  table, 
debate  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  now,  in  confWiance  with 
the  pledge  which  I  gave  to  the  gent\cinan  from 
North  Carolina,  [Mr,  Clingman,]  call  for  the 
prcv  iouaquestion . 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  insist  upon  my  motion  to 
lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

A  Member.  Will  the  Clerk  read  the  resolu- 
tion with  the  proviso? 

The  CLERK.  The  proviso  has  not  been 
added,  inasmuch  as  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Stanton]  persists  in  his  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  NICHOLS.  I  call  for  tellers  on  that  mo- 
tion, fl 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Nichols 
jnd  BoTCE  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken, and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  72. 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  It 
is  evident  that  we  shall  have  them  in  the  end,  and 
to  economize  time  1  call  for  t\\en\  now. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  Question  was  then  stated,  and  the  Clerk 
called  the  name  of  Mr.  Aiken,  who  responded, 
when 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  (interrupting  the  call)  said: 
Mr.  Clerk,  I  did  not  suppose,  when  this  proposi- 
tion was  olfered,  there  would  be  any  st'rious  ob- 
jection to  it.  As  the  result  shows,  however,  that 
1  was  mistaken,  to  save  the  time  of  the  House 
I  withdraw  my  proposition.  [Cries  of  **Too 
late!"] 

Mr.  SNEED.    I  renew  the  proposition. 
^  The  CLERK.    The  Clork  thinks  that,  as  the 
proposition  has  been  stated  to  the  House  and 
there  has  been  a  response,  the  i^ntlcman  cannot 
interrupt  the  call  to  withdraw  his  proposition. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  should  like  to 
know  what  rule  there  is  that  will  prevent  the 
r»*ntlrman  from  withdrawing  his  proposition? 
The  House  has  adopted  no  rtile  to  the  effect  that 
a  gentleman  may  not  interrupt  the  call  of  the  roll 
to  withdraw  his  motion. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  will  state  that  he 
actrd  under  the  authority  of  the  usual  practice  of 
the  House. 
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Mr.  JONES.  That  was  under  the  rules  spe- 
cially adopted  by  the  House  in  former  sessions. 
We  are  now  acting  under  parliamentary  law,  and 
those  rules  do  not  apoly.  I  think  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  has  the  rignt  to  withdraw  his  proposi- 
tion. • 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  submits  the  question 
to  the  House  for  its  decision.  There  being  no 
objection 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  There  is  objection.  I 
object  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  resolution.  . 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  would  suggest  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee,  that  he  should  not  raise 
a  point  of  order  upon  the  Clerk.  From  the  in- 
dications we  have  seen  from  votes  already  taken, 
ii  is  not  likely  the  House  will  lay  the  resolution 
upon  the  table.  I  hope,  therefore,  tliat  the  vote 
may  be  allowed  to  be  taken  now,  and  then  it  will 
certainly  be  competent  for  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  to  withdraw  his  resolution. 

Mr.  SNEED.  1  have  said',  that  if  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  withdraws  his  proposition  I 
would  renew  it. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  will  read  from  the 
Manual  the  authority  upon  which  he  has  made 
his  decision: 

"Leaot  atked  to  withdraw  a  motion The  rule  of  Parlia- 
ment being,  that  a  motion  made  and  seconded  Is  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  Hoiue,  and  cannot  be  withdrawn  without 
leave,  the  very  terms  of  the  rule  imply  tliat  leave  may  be 
given,  and  consequently  askod  and  put  to  the  question." 

Mr.  SAGE.  For  the  purpose,  then,  of  avoid- 
ing all  difficulty  in  reference  to  the  question  of 
order,  I  move  that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  have 
leave  to  withdraw  his  resolution. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Geoi^ia.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  desires  to  withdraw  his  propositioii,  I  trust 
there  will  be  no  obiection  to  it,  because  it  can  be 
immediately  offered  again  by  some  other  mem- 
ber. The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Sneed] 
has  already  indicated  his  intention  to  renew  the 
resolution  if  it  should  be  withdrawn.  The  same 
object  can  therefore  be  accomplished,  and  the 
necessity  of  determining  this  question  of  order 
avoided,  by  withdrawing  all  objection  to  the  with- 
drawal of  the  resolution  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  am  quite  will- 
ing'to  take  the  responsibility  I  some  time  since 
assumed  of  offering  this  resolution.  I  do  not 
withdraw  my  resolution.    Let  the  vote  be  taken. 

The  call  of  the  roll  was  then  completed,  and  the 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table  decided  in  the  negative — 
yeas  88,  nays  108;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Albrigtit,  Allition,  Barbour,  Henry  Ben- 
nett, Benson.  Billinghurst,  Bingham;*  Bliss.  Bradshaw, 
Brcnton,  Bumnfarton,  Burlingame,  James  II.  Campbell, 
Cliaflce,  Ezra  Clark,  Clawson,  Colfhx,  Comins,  (Tragin, 
Curaback,  Damrcil,  Timothy  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  De  Witt, 
Dick,  Dick£on,  Dodd.  Durf^e,  Edie,  Emric,  Flayer,  Gal- 
loway, biddings,  Gilocrt,  Gran|er,  Grow,  Itobert  B.  Hall, 
Harlan.  Holloway,  Thomas  R.  llorton,  Howard,  Hm;bston, 
King,  Knapp,  Knight,  Knowlton,  Leiter^  Mace,  McCarty, 
Meacham.  Killion  Miller,  Morgan,  Morrdl,  Mott,  Murray, 
Nichols,  Parker,  Pearce,  Pelton«  Perry,  Pattit,  Pik<»,  Prin- 

Sle,  Purvinnce,  Babin.  Sage,  Bapp,  Simmons.  Stanton, 
tmnahan,  Tappan,  Tnorington,  Thurston, Todd,  Trafton, 
Wade.  Wakeman,  Walbridlge,  Waldron,  Cadwalador  C. 
Washbume,Ellihu  B.  Washbume,  Israel  Washburn,  Wat- 
son, Welch,  Wood,  WoodfufT,  and  W(^d worth— 88. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Borksdale,  Bell,  Henry 
8.  Benneu,  Bocock,  Boyre,  Brooks,  Broom,  Codwalader, 
John  P.  Campbell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Carlile.  Caru- 
thers,  Coskic,  Bayard  Clark,  Clingman,  Howell  Cobb, 
Williamson  It.  W.  Cobb,  Cox,  Craigc,  Crawford,  Cullen, 
Davidson,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Denver,  Dowdell,  Dunn, 
E!dmund.-«n,  Edward^,  Elliott,  English,  Ethcndso,  Eustis, 
Evans,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Fo.^ter,  Henry  M.  Fuller, 
Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goodc,  Greenwood,  AuguiUis  Hall, 
J.  Morrison  Harrig,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomas  L.  Har- 
ris, Harrison,  Haven,  Herbert,  Valentine  B.  Horton,  Hou^ 
ton,  George  W.  Jones,  J.  Gloncv  Jones,  Kelly,  Kidwoll, 
Knox,  Lake,  Letcher,  Lindley,  Lumpkin.  Alexander  K. 
Marshall,  Samuel  S.  MarHhall,  Maxwell,  McMullin,  Mc- 
Uueen,  Smith  Miller,  Millson,  MiUward,  Moore,  Norton, 
Andrew  Oliver,  Morderai  Oliver,  Painf,  Peck,  Porter, 
Powell,  Puryear,  Quitman,  Readc,  Ready,  Richardson, 
Riven,  Rulftn,  Rust,  Sondidge,  Savage,  Scott,  Seward, 
Shorter,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  R.  Smith.  Sneed, 
Stephens,  Stewart,  Swoi)e,  Taylor,  Trippe,  Underwood, 
Vail,  Valk,  Walker,  Warner,  Wutkins,  Wells,  Whitney, 
Winslow,  John  V.  Wright,  and  ZoUicoffor— 108. 

So  the  resolution  was  not  laid  on  the  table. 

Pendine  the  call  of  the  roll — 

Mr.  MATTESON  stated  that,  having  paired 
off  upon  all  questions  affecting;  the  election  of 
Speaker,  he  should  not  feel  at  liberty  to  vote  upon 
this  resolutio;^.  If  he  were  free  to  vote  he  should 
vote  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  I  ro^ct,  Mr.  Clerk,  that  at 
this  most  important  move  of  the  session 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.    I  rise  to  a  qut>6Uon  of 


order.  The  previous  question  has  been  moved 
upon  the  resolution  before  the  House,  and  no 
debate  is  in  order. 

Mr.  COLFAX.    I  think  I  have  the  floor. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  insist  upon  my  question 
of  order. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  Other  gentlemen  have  spoken 
since  the  previous  question  was  called,  and  I 
claim  the  ri^ht  to  be  heard  also. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  must  insist  upon  my 
question  of  order. 

The  CLERK.  The  recollection  of  the  Clerk 
is,  that  the  previous  question  was  moved,  but  he 
had  forgotten  it  at  tlic  time  he  recognized  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana.  The  Clerk  lliinks,  how- 
ever, that  the  previous  question  has  been  moved , 
and  the  Journal  bears  hmi  out  in  his  recollection. 
No  debate,  therefore,  is  in  order. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  made  the  motion 
for  the  previous  question,  but  understanding  that 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Indiana  desires  to 
make  some  observations  upon  the  resolution,  I 
will  withdraw  the  motion  for  the  purpose,  if  ho 
will  renew  it. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  I  will  renew  it.  Mr.  Clerk, 
I  regret  that,  at  this  most  important  move  of 
this  protracted  struggle,  which  lias  attracted  not 
only  the  attention  of  the  House,  but  of  the  whole 
country,  I  am  compelled,  by  conscientious  con- 
victions, to  vote  against  the  motion  of  the  distin- 
fuished  gentleman  from  Ohio,  with  whom  it  has 
een  my  pleasure  generally  to  act  upon  this  floor. 
Sir,  I  am  not  a  lawyer;  but  I  have  often  heard  it 
stated  by  lawyers  that  possession  is  nine  }>oint&i 
in  law.  It  is  well  known  that  the  distinguished 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  whose  namo 
appears  in  this  resolution,  has  been  spoken  of  as 
the  one  likely  to  be  settled  on  as  the  compromise ; 
and  I  am  unwilling,  considering  the  magnitude 
of  the  issues  involved,  to  give  him  the  advantage 
which  he  would  derive  from  the  temporary  occu- 
pancy of  the  chair.  I  am  willing,  nowever,  to 
act  as  roagnemimously.as  gentlemen  on  the  otjjer 
side  could  reasonably  claim.  I  am  willing  that 
the  Clerk,  belonging,  as  he  docs,  to  the  Admin- 
istration party,  snould  continue  to  preside  over 
our  deliberations  until  a  permanent  organization 
has  been  effected;  and  I  will  go  further;  I  ant 
willmg  to  place  the  two  minorities  here,  the 
Democracy  and  the  American  party,  upon  equal 
footing  with  the  very  large  plurality — 1  nught 
almost  say  majority — of  members  who  are  Re- 
publicans; for  I  believe  it  is  pretty  well  under- 
stood that  the  members  voting  for  Mr.  Banks 
are,  if  the  scattering  votes  are  not  counted,  a 
majority  over  those  voting  for  both  Mr.  Rich- 
ardson and  Mr.  Fuller.  I  am  willing  that  tlio. 
tliree  parties  in  the  House  shall  occupy  an  exactly 
equal  position  in  this  temporary  organization.  I 
propose,  therefore,  to  amend  the  resolution  offered 
ov  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  by  striking  out  all 
after  the  word  "Resolved,"  and  to  insert  the 
following: 

"That  the  three  parties  in  this  House,  represented: by  the 
one  hundred  and  five  votps  for  Mr.  Banks,  the  fcveutj'-fivo 
votes  for  Mr.  RicnAUDsoN,  and  the  forty  votes  for  Mr. 
FnLLKR,  bhall  eaeh  eelect  a  Speaker  pro  lempore,  who 
abnU  preaid^ver  the  deUberations  of  this  Hou*e  aJtemately , 
as  tliey  Rhlll  mutually  agree  among  thenuelves,  until  a 
Speaker  is  elected." 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  have  but  a  word  to  say 
in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Indiana. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  would  suggest  that 
inasmuch  as  the  call  for  the  previous  question 
was  pending  and  withdrawn  temporarily  m  order 
to  allow  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  to  address 
some  remarks  to  the  House,  the  proposition 
which  he  has  submitted  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Campcsll]  with- 
drew lii^  call  forthe  previous  question,  and  yield- 
ed the  floor  to  me.  While  occupying  the  floor 
then  I  was  invested  with  all  the  rights  that  can 
be  exercised  by  any  member  upon  this  floor. 
The  call  for  the  previous  question  has  not  been 
seconded.  I  am  willing  to  renew  the  call  for  the 
previous  question;  but  I  maintain  that  my  prop- 
osition is  now  before  the  House  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  and  preceding  the  motion  for  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  SAGE.  If  my  memory  serves  me  the  call 
for  the  previous  question  was  not  seconded.  The 
call  was  made,  b^t  the  main  question  was  not 
ordered  to  be  put. 
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The  CLERK.  The  Clerk,  on  reflection,  thinks 
that  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana [Mr.  Colfax]  is  in  order.  The  floor  was 
)rielded  to  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  on  condi- 
tion that  before  he  took  his  seat  he  shotild  renew 
the  call  for  the  previous  question,  which  had 
been  withdrawn  oy  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
[Mr.  Campbell.]  Before  resuming  his  seat,  and 
previous  to  his  renewal  of  the  call  for  the  previous 
question,  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  presented 
his  amei^dment.  The  Clerk  thinks  that  it  is  in 
order. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  I  submitted  my  amendment 
before  I  renewed  the  call  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion. The  gentleman  firom  Ohio  desires  to  reply 
to  what  1  have  said,  and  I  therefore  withdraw  the 
call  for  the  previous  question,  and  give  up  the 
flodr  to  him  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Mr.  Clerk,  the  proposi- 
tion which  I  made  is  a  simple  one ;  and  I  had 
no  idea  that  there  would  be  any  stir  or  excite- 
ment about  it.  Nor  did  I  suppose  that  I  was 
about  to  separate  myself  from  my  very  highly 
esteemed  friend  from  Indiana,  or  anybody  else 
on  this  side  of  the  Hall.  What  is  it?  Does  it 
propose  to  give  in  to  the  Opposition  ?  And  let 
me  BBiy  to  the  gentleman,  that  when  it  comes  to 
war  with  that  Opposition  on  the  Nebraska  ques- 
tion, I  win  be  found  one  of  the  last  men  to  yield 
the  point.  Does  it  propose  to  give  any  advanta^ 
to  tne  Opposition  ?  [A  Voice.  It  ^ves  them  the 
MaldcoflTj  It  gives  them  the  MafakoflT,  does  it. 
If  I  understand  the  positioa  of  the  Clerk  on  the 
principles  of  the  Nebraska  bill,  he  goes  to  the 
furthest  extreme  proposed  by  thegenueman  fVom' 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Orr.]  Tnen  we  yield 
nothing  in  simphr  proposing  that  the  Clerk,  who 
has  the  duties  of  the  clerkship  devolved  on  him, 
shall  be  relieved  from  the  cnarge  of  presiding, 
and  it  shall  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  one  who, 
it  is  acknowleoged  on  all  hands,  understands  the 
parliamentary  law,  and  will  be  impartial  in  ad- 
ministering it.  Will  the  gentleman  from  Indiana 
then  tell  me  what  point  of  principle  in  the  great 
contest  I  have  waived  by  the  proposition  ? 

Mr.  COLFAX.  I  wfll  answer  my  friend  from 
Ohio  with  great  pleasure.  I  can  see,  notwith- 
standing I  am  '*no  prophet,  nor  the  son  of  a 
prophet,"  in  the  vista  of  the  future  that  aftw  we 
nave  spent  another  three  weeks  in  balloting  Tor  a 
Speaker,  a  proposition  may  be  sprung  on  the 
House — ^worriea  out,  wearied  with  dissensions 
and  discussion,  something  like  this:  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Orr,]  who 
will  be  in  the  chair,  who  will  have  doubtless  ad- 
ministered its  parliamentary  duties  impartially 
and  acceptably,  shall,  inasmuch  as  we  cannot 
elect  aziybody  else, be  declared  the  elected  Speaker 
of  the  Thirty-Fourth  Congress. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  If  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Indiana  comes  here  expecting  to  be 
worried  out  of  principle,  he  had  better  make  up 
his  mind  to  pack  up  and  ^o  home.  [A  Voice. 
Will  you  never  be  worried  out  ?]  No,  sirj  never. 
You  have  adopted  a  rule  this  morning^  which  will 
require  those  of  us  who  are  determined  not  to 
give  in  on  it,  to  sit  here  and  vote,  and^^vote,  and 
vote,  until  you  make  a  Speaker.  Now,  if  the 
gentleman  expects  to  be  worried  out  to-morrow, 
or  the  day  after  to-morrow,  or  next  week,  or  the 
week  after  next,  let  him  say  so. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  Allow  me  to  explain.  My 
friend  from  Ohio  certainly  misunderstands  me. 
He  does  not  exhibit  his  usual  clearsightedness  in 
misunderstanding  my  point  as  he  does.  Perhaps 
I  am  vafitie.  I  was  culudinfi^  in  my  remarks  speci- 
ally to  uie  minorities  whicn  have  been  billing  and 
cooing  on  this  floor.  Have  we  not  heard  appeal 
after  appeal  made  to  the  friends  of  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois  [Mr.  Richardson]  to  take  down 
that  Democratic  platform,  which  is  a  wall  of  fire 
that  divides  them,  or  to  present  some  other  can- 
didate whom  the  gentlemen  of  the.  twelfth  section 
of  the  American  platform  can  vote  for,  without 
being  considered  as  indorsins^  the  resolutions  of 
the  caucus  which  nominated  Mr.  Richardson? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Let  them  take  the  re- 
sponsibility; and  I  say  to  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  that  I  would  rather  belong  to  a  bold  mi- 
nority standing  inflexibly  against  the  principles 
of  that  Nebraska  bill,  without  an  organization 
Buch  as  we  would  Mrish,  warring  against  this  Ad- 
ministration with  i09  organization,  than  to  belong 
to  that  party  which,  by  a  kind  of  machinery,  gets 


the  power  of  the  House.  Now,  sir,  it  is  the  sim- 
plest and  fairest  proposition,  it  strikes  me,  that 
was  ever  submitted,  under  the  circumstances,  to 
a  body  like  this.  It  is  simply  a  transfer  ef  the 
presiding  powers,  temporarily,  until  you  elect  a 
Speaker.  The  honorable  gentleman  from  South 
Cfarolina  [Mr.  Orr]  is  acknowledged,  on  all 
hands,  to  be  a  man  of  fhimess.  He  difliers  from 
me  on  all  points  of  politics. 

This  is  a  transfer,  with  a  view  to  what  ?  As  I 
expressed  it  a  while  ago,  with  a  view  to  the  ^ood 
oraer,  the  decorum,  and  the  dignity,  which 
should  characterize  an  American  Congress.  Do 
we  not  all  know,  at  least  those  of  us  who  have 
served  here  in  times  past,  that  even  under  the  ad- 
ministration of  a  permanent  Speaker — when  you 
come  to  night  sessions,  day  and  night  continuous 
sessions  without  sleep,  as  your  resolution  pro- 
poses, and  without  food,  except  that  which  you 
may  get  about  thet Capitol — tnere  are  scenes  of 
turbulence  and  disorder  unbecoming  the  high 
character  which  ought  to  belong  to  this  body? 
The  proposition  is  made  with  the  view  of  pre- 
serving our  character  before  the  eye  of  the  W(md, 
at  the  same  time  exhibiting,  I  admit,  some  de- 
gree of  magnanimity,  when  I  propose  to  take  a 
gentleman  diflfering  from  me  widely  us  does  the 
gentleman  fVom  &uth  Carolina.  Had  I  con- 
sulted my  own  wishes,  and  had  I  looked  to  that 
which  is,  perhiq>s,  due  to  the  distinguished  gen- 
tleman from  my  own  State,  I  should  have  in- 
serted the  name  of  mv  colleague  ftt>m  the  Ash- 
tabula district,  [Mr.  Gtiddinos;]  but  I  knew  full 
well,  then,  that  1  should  be  charged  with  section- 
alism, abolitionism,  and  fanaticism. 

A  minor  point,  as  I  expressed  it,  I  thought 
clearly,  in  the  outset,  was,  not  to  impute  impro- 
priety to  the  Clerk  at  all,  but  to  relieve  him  in 
some  degree  from  the  onerous  duties  which  have 
been  devolved  on  him  for  the  past  three  weeks, 
and  transfer  them  to  a  man  of  similar  political 
opinions  until  a  Speaker  should  be  elected ;  one, 
too,  in  whose  integrity  and  impartiality  I  have 
the  fullest  confidence.  I  lose  nothing  to  the  gen- 
tleman's cause  by  the  motion;  nouiing  to  the 
cause  of  those  of  us  on  this  side,  or  to  that  of  the 
eentlemen  who  come  prepared  to  vote  for  a  reso- 
lution showing  to  the  wbrld  that  we  mean  to  sit 
here  untU  we  snail  elect  a  Speaker,  and  then  when- 
ever thev  get  sleepy  or  hungry,  go  home.  I  have 
entered  nere  for  tnis  entire  cainpaign,  [laughter;] 
and,  whenever  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  finds 
me  yielding  one  single  point  of  principle,  it  will 
be  time  enough  for  him  to  notify  the  House  and 
the  country  mat  he  discovers  that  it  is  his  duty 
to  separate  from  me. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  I  trust  that  my  fnend  does 
not  understand  me  as  imputing  to  him  any  want 
of  principle. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    Not  at  all. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  I  would  be  the  last  man  to 
do  it.  I  think  the  proposition  was  a  mismove; 
but  he  knows  right  well  that  wherever  his  banner 
leads  in  the  Nebraska  fight  before  us  at  this  ses- 
sion, there  will  I  follow  him  unflinchingly  to  the 
end. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  do  not  aspire  to  lead  any- 
hody.  My  onlv  aspiration  now  is  to  make  such 
provision  as  will  enable  us  to  go  on  with  the  busi- 
ness of  the  House.  We  can  do  so  under  my 
resolution,  harmoniously  and  in  good  order.  I 
renew  the  demand  for  the  previous  question. 
[Cries  of,  •*  auestion !"  "  auestion !"] 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  wisn  to  make 
a  single  remark,  if  it  is  tne  wish  of  the  House  to 
hear  me. 

The  CLERK.  Debate  is  out  of  order;  but,  if 
there  is  no  objection,  the  gentleman  ftt)m  Penn- 
sylvania will  proceed. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  understand  that  there  is  some 
apprehension,  on  the  other  side  of  the  House, 
of  a  ftision.  I  took  occasion,  the  other  day,  to 
state,  what  I  believed  I  was  authorized  to  say^ 
that  the  Democratic  party  had  made  a  nomina- 
tion and  framed  a  platform  in  caucus,  from  which 
it  did  not  mean  to  depart;  that  it  meant  to  stand 
by  its  own  acts.  And  I  have  merely  to  assure 
the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  that  I  have  no 
apprehension  tliat  they  will  find,  when  we  come 
to  take  a  ballot,  the  Democratic  jihrty  veering 
from  the  course  they  have  hitherto  pursued. 
They  will  find  the  Democratic  pai-ty  voting  for  i 
Mr.  RicijARDsoN,  as  they  have  voted  heretofore; 
and  that  there  will  be  no  deviation,  unless  so  l! 


ordered  by  the  Democratic  caucus  itself,  duly 
assembled. 

^|r.  TODD.  I  would  inquire  of  my  colleague 
from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Jones,]  whether  he  is 
now  speaking  for  the  party,  or  for  himself  indi- 
vidually? He  spoke  the  other  day,  he  said,  for 
the  party. 

Mr.  JONES.    I  will  answer  the  question  pro- 

Soundcd  by  my  colleague.  I  stated  tjie  other 
ay,  when  called  upon  to  give  my  individual  be- 
lief, that  1  had  no  authority  to  speak  for  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  on  that,  and  that  on  other  questions, 
when  I  spoke  for  the  party,  thev  never  author- 
ized me  to  speak  for  them.  But  I  speak  now 
what  I  believe  to  be  the  sentiment  or  the  Dem- 
ocratic party.  If  I  am  in  error,  they  will  correct 
me.  I  believe  I  speak  the  sentiments  of  the 
Democratic  party  when  I  say  that  the  proposi- 
tion coming  from  the  gentleman  ft*om  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Campbell^  recommending  the  appointment  of  a 
temporary  Chairman  of  tnis  House,  was  voted 
for  oy  them  as  an  expedient  temporary  measure; 
but  they  never  understood  it  to  be  a  change  of 
programme,  nor  that  it  should  prevent  them 
adhering  rigidly  to  the  nomination  made  for  the 
speakership. 

Mr.  TODD.  Will  the  Clerk  again  read  the 
substitute  oflered  by  the  gentleman  fl*om  Indiana, 
[Mr.  Colfax?] 

The  substitute  was  a^n  reported. 

The  CLERK.  On  this  proposition  the  gentle- 
man calls  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  HUMPHREY  MARSHALL.  I  arise 
merely  to  quiet  the  apprehension  expressed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Colpax^  that 
any  untoward  result  will  arise  from  the  "  billing 
and  cooing  **  which  he  says  has  been  goin^  on 
between  the  Democratic  party  and  the  American 

Earty  on  this  floor.  I  assure  the  honorable  mem^ 
er  that  this  **  billing  and  cooing  '*  has  gone  on,  if 
at  all,  in  an  entirely  diflierent  quarter,  and  that  the 
national  Americans  have  taken  their  position  here 
both  independently  and  definitively.  I  flatter 
myself  the  country  quite  understands  it,  and  that 
the  country  will  at  once  perceive  how  this  "  billing 
and  cooing  *'  commenced,  and  between  what  par- 
ties it  is  being  prosecuted.  There  has  been  no 
propositioaJrom  any  individual  of  the  party  to 
which  I  belong,  to  alter  the  usual  course  of  pro- 
cedure in  electing  a  Speaker — no  proposition  to 
curtail  the  discussion  which  was  aevcloping  our 
respective  positions,  by  resorting  to  a  hmitation 
upon  the  debate — ^no  proposition  to  try  to  force 
a  conclusion  by  a  resort  to  any  extraordinary 
process  either  of  starving  or  confinement.  We 
were  content  to  let  the  members  act  upon  their 
judgment,  as  we  had  no  right  to  suppose  any- 
thing else  than  that  each  one  was  acting  upon  his 
conscience  in  every  effort  to  elect  a  Speaker. 
We  saw  no  requirement  to  "  bill  and  coo  "  "with 
any  party,  and  if  anything  of  that  sort  is  going 
on,  we  are  not  parties'and  are  not  responsible  for 
it.  The  proposition  to  elect  a  temporary  Chair- 
man now  comes  ftom  a  distinguished  gentleman 
who  has  been  voted  for  by  the  Republican  section 
of  this  House,  and  upon  the  plea  that,  after  the 
adoption  of  an  extraordinary  rule  proposed  from 
the  Democratic  section,  we  shall  require  services 
beyond  those  you,  Mr.  Clerk,  will  be  able  to 
render.  He  has  announced  that,  as  a  proof  of 
his  desire  to  be  fair,  he  has  taken  an  antipode  in 
politics 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio,  (interrupting.)  I 
made  the  proposition  not  in  behalf  or  the  Ke- 
publican  party,  but  of  my  own  suggestion.  I 
alone  am  responsible  for  it. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  Very  well,  and  under  tbis 
declaration  the  country  will  know  where  the  prop- 
osition comes  from,  and  to  whom  it  is  made. 
The  political  antecedents  of  the  gentleman  define 
his  position,  and  his  party  is  now  as  well  known 
as  any  other  in  this  country.  • 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  belong  to  the  American 
oireanization.     [Roars  of  laughter.] 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  know  the  gentleman 
claims  to  belong  to  that  organization ,  but  the  House 
and  the  country  will  remember  that,  on  sundry 
occasions  during  our  sessions  here,  he  has  re- 
fused to  stand  on  the  platform  of  the  American 
party,  and  has  tauntca  me  with  inclining  to  read 
nim  out  of  the  American  party. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  1  do  not  belong  to  the 
American  organization  as  the  gentleman  fVom 
Kentucky  understands  it.     [Laughter.] 
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lir.  MARSHALL.  It  was  unnecessary  for 
the  gentleman  to  afford  me  that  assurance.  But, 
Mr.  Clerk,  1  vaa^saying,  when  interrupted,  that 
when  the  country  sees  the  quarter  whence^  this 
proposition  comes  and  to  whom  it  is  made,  there 
can  oe  no  room  for  mistake  as  to  the  '*  billing  and 
cooing*'  of  which  he  speaks,  vr  where  the  combi- 
nmHon  may  be  txpetUdy  shouid  any  oeeur. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Campbell] 
has  departed  from  the  only  precedent  in  our  con- 
gressional proceedings,  in  nis  proposition  to  select 
a  temporary  Chairman.  The  party  with  which 
he  has  voted  has  cast  the  largest  number  of  votes 
for  a  candidate.  As  he  has  chosen  to  leave  his 
own  party,  and  to  look  for  his  selection  in  another 
section  of  the  House, /'his  antipode  in  ]>olitics," 
it  does  not  become  my  party  to  cavil  at  the  dis- 
tinction he  proposes,  or  to  object  to  the  quarter 
in  which  he  seeks  the  temporary  Chairman.  It 
is  not,  I  say,  for  us  to  be  raising  objections  on 
this  score,  if  he  and  the  party  with  wmch  he  acts 
sre  all  satisiied. 

It  affords  me  pleaSure  to  tender,  voluntarily,  my 
tribute  of  acknowledgment  of  the  intelligence  and 
entire  competency  of  the  honorable  member  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  Ona]  to  the  duties  of  the 
Chair.  I  do  not  doubt  he  would  discharge  the 
functions  of  Chairman  pro  tempore  with  perfect 
impartiality,  and,  I  hope,  to  the  satisfaction  of 
all  concerned;  and  if  the  Republicans  are  dis- 
posed to  waive  the  precedent  established  in  calling 
Mr.  Adams  to  the  Chair  pro  tempore,  and  to  do 
this  compliment  gracefully,  we  shall  not — at  least 
I  shall  not,  as  one — object  to  it. 

Mr.  COLFAX,  (interrupting.)  I  desire  to  ask 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  whether  he  is  the 
author  of  a  letter  which  lately  appeared  in  the 
JLiOoisville  Journal,  over  his  name,  in  which  he 
^  stated  that  he  would  not  vote  for  a  Democratic 
caadidate  for  Speaker  unless  it  should  be  neces- 
sary to  do  so  for  the  purpose  of  defeating  a  Re- 
publican candidate? 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  The  letter  to  which  the 
gentleman  refers  was  written  by  me,  though  the 
part  to  which  he  infers  was  **  not  intended  for  the 
public  eye."  [Laughter.]  I  stated  that, should 
a  combinaHon  be  formed  nere  to  force  me,  by  a 
plurality  vote,  to  choose  between  the  Democratic 
candidate  and  an  Abolitionist,  Imight,  as  the  last, 
sad  alternative,  consider  it  my  duty  to  choose 
between  them,  and  to  take  the  Democrat  in  pref- 
erence to  the  Abolitionist.  I  want,  now,  to  repeat, 
that  such  a  choice  would  be  in  the  last  alternative 
with  me,  and  onlj  when  my  constitutional  privi- 
lege of  choosing  m  o^er  quarters  was  lost  by  the 
action  of  this  House.  So  long  as  that  is  left  to 
me,  I  shall  not  think  of  making  such  a  choice. 

Now,  in  reference  to  the  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Colfax,]  to  alter- 
nate the  duties  of  temporary  Chsdrman  between 
the  representatives  of  the  several  parties  on  this 
floor,  I  must  say  that  I  perceive  no  necessity  in 
the  case  for  sucn  a  partition  of  the  honor  pro- 
posed for  the  member  from  South  Carolina.  He 
will  not  be  the  Speaker.  He  will  not  have  the 
ap]>ointment  of  committees.  He  will  have  no 
power,  except  to  preside  until  we  elect  a  Speak- 
er— no  further;  and  if  we  invite  him  at  all^Iet  it 
be  done  for  the  convenience  of  the  House,  and 
not  in  an  ungracious  manner,  or  in  a  manner  in- 
dicating the  least  misgiving  as  to  the  way  in  which 
he  will  discharge  the  duties  of  the  Chair.  So  far 
«asl  am  concerned,  having  perfect  confidence  that 
fthis  temporary  appointment  will  not  affect  the 
votes  of  the  national  Americans,  with  whom  I 
have  thus  far  acted,  in  the  contest  for  the  Speaker- 
ship, and 'no  lack  of  confidence  in  the  impartiality 
and  integrity  of  my  friend  from  South  Carolina, 
I  shall  interpose  no  objection  to  the  proposition 
of  the  gentleman  from  Oliio,  [Mr.  Uampbrll,] 
devolving  on  the  member  from  South  Carolina 
the  duties  of  Chairman  pro  tempore,  if  it  be  the 
pleasure  of  the  House  to  confer  the  honor. 

Mr.  KNOWLTON.  I  wish  to  inquire  of  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Colfax]  if  he  will 
accept  of  such  a  modification  of  his  resolution 
as  to  place  the  names  of  Mr.  Qidoikos,  of  Ohio, 
and  Mr.  Marshall,  of  Kentucky,  in  the  resolu- 
tion, instead  of  providing  that  the  candidates  of 
the  three  parties  should  preside?  ^ 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  K,  MARSHALL.  There 
are  two  Marshalls  from  Kentucky,  and  I  do  not 
want  my  name  placed  in  such  a  connisction. 
[Laughter.] 


Mr.  COLFAX.  I  will  state,  if  the  g^entleman 
anticipates  any  trouble  by  these  parties  being 
together,  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  modify  the 
resolution  so  as  to  provide  that  Messrs.  Banks, 
RicHARosoH,  and  Fuller,  should  act  as  Chair- 
man alternately  until  a  Speaker  shall  be  elected. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  1  would  inquire  of  the 
Clerk  if  the  previous  question  is  not  pending? 

The  CLERK.    It  is. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  If  so,  then  debate  is  out 
of  order,  and  I  insist  upon  the  previous  question. 

The  CLERK.  By  unanimous  consent  this 
debate  has  been  allowed. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  move  that  the  House  take 
a  recess.    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  move  that  this 
House  now  take  a  recess  until  eleven  o'clock  and 
thirty  minutes  to-morrow.  [Cries  of  *  *  "Good ! '  * 
•*  Well  done ! "]  I  will  so  modify  this  motion  as 
to  provide  that  the  House  shall  take  a  recess  until 
eleven  o'clock  and  fifly-nine'minutes.  [Cries  of 
•♦Cluestion!"  "ducstion!"] 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  I  would  inquire  if  it 
does  not  require  unanimous  consent  to  take  a 
recess?    [Ones  of  "No!"  "Question!"] 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  suppose,  sir,  this  prop- 
osition is  equivalent  to  rescinding  the  order  which 
the  House  m^e  this  morning.  I  call  the  yeas 
and  nays  upon  it.  This  House  can  rescind  that 
resolution  by  this  motion  or  otherwise;  but  if  it 
is  the  intention  of  a  majority  of  this  House,  as  it 
is  my  wish,  to  sit  here  until  we  elect  a  Speaker, 
I  trust  this  motion  will  be  voted  down.  It  is 
equivalent  to  an  adjournment.  A  majority  has 
said  that  we  shall  not  adjourn  until  we  shaU  have 
elected  a  Speaker. 

Mr.  GltTDINGS.     Is  the  previous  question 
pending? 
•   ThcCLERK.    It  is. 

Mr.GIDDINGS.  Then  I  submit  whether  this 
motion  to  take  a  recess  is  in  order  ?  It  is  no  more 
a  privileged  question  than  any  other,  and  can 
only  be  made  when  there  is  no  other  question 
pending.    It  is,  therefore,  I  submit,  out  of  order. 

MrTWASHBURN,  of  Maine.  What  is  the 
precise  question  before  the  House? 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see moves  that  the  House  take  a  recess  until 
eleven  o'clock  and  fifty-nine  minutes  to-morrow. 
The  gentleman  from  Georgia  calls  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,  and  the  ^ntleman  from  Ohio  raises  a 
point  of  order,  stating  that  the  motion  is  not  a 
privileged  question,  and  therefore  out  of  order. 
The  Clerk  thinks  it  is  a  privileged  motion  accord- 
ing to  the  Manual. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  I  want  to  see  the  prac- 
tical working  of  the  resolution  we  adopted  this 
morning,  before  we  adopt  such  a  motion  as  this* 

The  CLERK.  Does  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
insist  upon  his  point  of  order  ? 

Mr.GIDDINGS.    I  do.    I  ^peal. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  move  to  lay  the  appeal 
upon  the  table. 

The  (juestion  was  taken  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  yeas  and  nays,  upon  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Jones,  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  there  were-^ 
yeas  66,  nays  109;  as  foUows: 

YEAS— MetnB.  Aiken,  Allen,  Bell,  Henry  Bennett, 
Boyce,  Jobn  P.  Campbell,  Carlile,  Canitben,  Caskie,  Cox, 
Cullen,  Davidson,  Henry  Winter  Davis.  Denver,  Dodd, 
Dowden,  Edmundaon,  Elliott,  English,  Etheridce,  Eustis, 
Evans,  Florence,  Poster,  Henry  M.  Fuller,  Gilbert  Goode, 
Augustus  Hall,  Harlan,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Sampson  W. 
Harris,  Thomas  L.  Hairis,  Harrison,  Haven,  Herbert.  Val> 
entine  fi.  Horton,  Houston,  George  W.  Jones,  KidweU, 
Lake,  Letcher,  Lindley, Lumpkin,  Alexander K.  Marshall, 
Samuel  S.  Marshall,  Matteson,  Maxwell,  MeMullin,  Mc- 
Queen, Smith  MiUer,  Millson,  MiUward,  Moore,  Nichols, 
Andrew  Oliver,  Orr,  Porter,  PoweU,  Pringle,  Ready,  Rich- 
ardson, Ritchie,  Rivers,  Ruffin,  Rust,  Sage.  Sandldge.  Sav- 
age, Shorter,  Simmons,  WUliam  Smith,  William  R.  Smith, 
Sneed.Stranahan,  Swope,  Thurston,  Trippe,  Undemrood, 
Valk,  Walker,  Watkins,  Watson,  Whitney,  Winslow,  John 
V.  Wriglit,  and  ZoUicoflbr— 86. 

"NAYB^Memn.  Albright,  Allison,  Barbour.  Barksdale, 
Henry  S.  Bennett,  Benson,  Billinghurst,  BinghanK  Bliss, 
Bocock,  Bradsbaw,  Brenton,  Brooks,  Broom.  Bumngton, 
Burlingaroe,  Cadwalader,  James  H.  Campbell,  Lewis  D. 
Campbell,  Chaffee,  Ezra  Clark,  Clawson,  Ciingman,  Howell 
Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  CoUkx,  Comins,  Cragin, 
Craige,  Crawford,  Cumback,  Damrell,  Timothy  Davis,  Day, 
Dean,  De  Wiu,  Dickson,  Dunn,  Durfee,  Edie,  Edwards, 
Emrie,  Faulkner,  Flagler,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Galloway, 
Giddings,  Granger, Greenwood,  Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Hoi- 
loway,^homas  R.  Horton,  Howard,  Hughston,  J.  Glancv 


Jones;  Kelly,  King,  Knapp.  Kniglit,  Knowlton,  Knox,  Let- 
ter, Humphrey  Marshall,  McCarty.  Killian  MUler,  Morgan, 
MoDiUi  Mott,  Munray,  Ngnoni  Mordtoal  OUvsr,  ?m»p. 


Parker.  Peck,  Pelton,  Penr,  Pettit,  Pike,  Purviance,  Pur- 
year,  Quitman,  Reade,'Robl£Rni,  Sabin,  Sapp.  Scott,  Sew- 
ard, Spinner,  Stanton,  Stmdiens,  Stewart,  Talbou,  Tappan, 
Taylor,  Thorington,  To(M,  Trafton,  Wade,  Wakeman, 
Waibridge,  Warner,  Cadwahuler  C.  Wasbbume.  EUihu  B. 
Washbume,  Israel  Washburn,  Welch,  Wood,  Woodruff, 
and  Woodwonh— loe. 

So  the  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

Pending  the  cajl  of  the  roll 

Mr.  SAGE  said:  I  had  the  honor,  this  morning, 
of  presenting  a  resolution  to  terminate  debate 
each  day  at  four  o'clock.  I  deemed  it  right  then, 
and  from  what  has  since  transpired,  I  am  of  the 
same  opinion  still;  and  I  therefore  vote  in  the 
affirmative. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  will  maJce  one  more  motiou, 
and  that  is  that  we  take  a  recess  until  nine  o  'clock 
to-morrow  mominff.  I  am  willing  to  sit  here 
during:  daylight.  I  can  get  up  at  daylight,  and 
come  nere  at  six  or  seven  o'clock,  and  sit  here 
as  long  as  we  have  daylight.  [A  Voics — **  Say 
ten  oxlock."]  Well,  I  will  say  ten  o'clock, 
or  any  other  hour,  to  suit  gentleman.'  I  am  willing 
to  sit  here  all  day;  but  from  my  experience 
heretofore,  I  do  not  think  it  right  to  sit  here 
all  nieht,  under  these  circumstances.  [Voices. 
Say  cMven  o'clock.]  Grentlemen  around  me  ask 
that  I  should  make  the  motion^  to  take  a  recess 
until  eleven  o'clock.  I  will  nut  it  at  ten  o 'clock, 
and  if  the  House  refuses,  I  will  make  no  more 
amotions  upon  the  subject;  but  I  cannot  sit  here 
to-night. 

Mr.  KELLY.  We  have  been  si^tinc;  here 
all  day  without  a  vote  for  Speaker.  1  think  it 
essential  that  we  should  have  one  vote  to-day, 
and  I  trust  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  will 
withdraw  his  motion  for  the  purpose  of  giving  an 
opportunity  of  taking  at  least  one  vote. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  have  no  objection  to  that;  but 
the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Campbell]  is  in  the  way.  If  it  is  the  wisn  of 
the  House  to  take  a  vote,  by  common  consent 
the  resolution  miffht  go  over,  and  a  vote  be  had. 
For  that  purpose  1  withdraw  my  motion. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  renew  the  motion  to  take 
a  recess  until  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Mr.  CUMBACK.    I  call  for  teUers. 

Mr.  HUMPHREY  MARSHALL.  I  rise  to 
a  question  of  privilege.  I  move  a  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  vote  by  vrhich  the  House  adopted  the 
resolution,  providing  that  no  motion  to  adjourn 
should  be  in  order  until  a  Speaker  should  be 
elected,  and  upon  that  motion  1  demand  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Mr.  JONES.^   I  suggest  to  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  that  if  he  would  bring  up  that  matter, . 
he  should  move  to  rescind  that  resolution,  and  not 
to  reconsider  it. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  rise  to  a 
question  of  order.  During  the  pendency  of  the 
motion  to  take  a  recess,  the  motion  of  tne  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  is  n6t  in  order. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  is  out  of  order, 
inasmuch  as  another  privileged  motion  is  pend- 
ing. 

Tellers  were  then  ordered ;  and  Messrs.  Colfax, 
and  Datis  of  Maryland,  were  appointed. 

The  t|uestion  was  taken;  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  89,  noes  59. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  thereupon 
(sLt  twenty-five  minutes  after  four  o'clock,  p.  m.) 
the  House  took  a  recess  until  ten  o'clock,  a.  m., 
to-morrow. 


IN  SENATE. 


Thuridat,  December  27, 1855. 

The  Journal  of  Monday  last  was  read  and 
jtpproved. 

PACIFIC  RAILROAD. 

By  a  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Weller 
some  time  ago,  the  select  committee  appointed 
durine  the  last  Congress  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  subject  of  a  railroad  to  the  Pacific  ocean 
was  continued, and  the  President  pro  icmnore  was 
authorized  to  fill  vacancies  occasioned  by  the 
retirement  of  members.  That  duty  has  been 
performed,  and  the  committte  now  consists  of 
Mr.  RnsK,  chairman,  Mr.  DouoLA8,_Mr.  Bell  of 
Tennessee,  Mr.  Seward,  Mr.  Getbr',  Mr.  Evans, 
Mr.  Reid,  Mr.  Foot,  and  Mr.  Weller. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  SEWARD  presented  a  commonication 
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from  Alexander  Gibson,  a  lieutenant  in  the  Uni- 
ted Statei*  Navy,  who  has  been  retired  on  the 
furlough  list  by  the  late  naval  board,  complaining 
of  their  action  and  "praying  redress;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  FISH  presented  the  petition  of  A.  C. 
Rhind,  complaining  of  the  action  of  the  late  naval 
board,  and  asking  restoration  to  his  former  rank; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

Also,  the  petition  of  several  citizens  of  Rich- 
mond county,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  asking 
for  the  restoration  of  Lieutenant  J.  C.  Carter  to 
ihe  active  service  list  of  the  Navy,  from  which 
he  was  displaced  by  the  action  of  the  late  naval 
board ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  presented  the  memorial  of 
George  M.  Weston,  a  commissioner  of  the  State 
of  Maine  for  prosecuting  the  claims  of  that  State 
against  the  United  States,  for  lands  apportioned 
to  settlers  under  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty 
of  Washington,  and  expenses  incurred  in  the 
execution  of* the  said  fourth  article,  praying  for 
the  settlement  of  those  claims;  which,  with  the 
papers  heretofore  filed  relating  to  the  same  case, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Jacob  Carlton,  for  himself 
and  the  owners  and  sharesmen  of  the  schooner 
Brandywine,  employed  in  the  cod-fishery,  praj^- 
ing  a  grant  of  fisning  bounty  for  the  time  she  was 
so  employed;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SEWARD,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  tbe  petition  of  Rebecca  Halsey,  widow  of 
Zcphaniob  Halncy,  be  withdrawu  from  the  Ales  of  tbe  Sen- 
ate and  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Pensiona. 

On  motion  by  Mr  GEYER,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  and  accompanying  papcrt  of 
Captain  f^augdon  C.  Eaeton,  assistant  quartermoater  in  tbe 
Army,  praying  tbat  he  may  be  credited  with  an  amount  of 
public  money  of  which  he  waa  defrauded  by  hif  clerk,  he 
withdrawn  from  the  filen  of  the  Senate  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

ADJOURNMENT  OVER. 

Mr.  THOMSON,  of  New  Jersey.  As  tkcre 
is  but  a  small  number  of  Senators  present,  I  move 
that  when  the  Senate  adjourns  to-day  it  be  to 
meet  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  ADA.MS.  From  a  report  I  have  heard  of 
the  voting  in  the  House  of  Representatives  this 
morning,  it  is  not  improbable  that  a  Speaker  may 
be  elected  to-day;  and  if  a  Speaker  should  be 
elected,  it  would  be  very  desirable  to  receive  the 
annual  message  of  the  President  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. 1  merely  throw  out  the  suggestion  that  it 
is  not  improbaolc  that  a  Speaker  may  be  elected 
by  the  other  House  to-day,  and  if  so,  we  should 
meet  to-morrow  to  receive  the  message. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  think  it  wouM  be  much 
better  to  adopt  the  motion  submitted  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  New  Jersey.  The  vacant  seats  here 
proclaim  that  many  Senators  arc  absent,  and  they 
will  probably  be  absent  for  some  days,  as  it  was 
not  expected  that  any  business  would  bo  trans- 
acted auring  the  holidays.  % 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

Several  messages  of  an  executive  character 
having  been  received  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  by  Mr.  Webster,  his  Private  Sec- 
retary— 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STUART,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  executive  business; 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  doors  were 
reopened,  and  the  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thuridat,  December  27, 1855. 

At  ten  o'clock,  a.  m.,  (the  hour  to  which  the 
House  took  a  recess  yesterday,)  the  Clerk  called 
the  members  to  order. 

The  CLERK.  When  the  House  took  a  re- 
cess yesterday,  the  pending  question  was  on  the 
resolution  submitted  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
(Mr.  Campbell,j  with  the  amendment,  in  the 
shape  of  a  substitute,  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Colfax,]  the  previous  ques- 
tion having  been  dcmandca  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio. 


The  resolution  is  as  follows: 

Retolved,  That  ilie  Hon.  James  L.  Orii,  of  South  Car- 
olina, bo  invited  to  preside  over  this  body  until  s  Speaker 
i»  elected. 

The  following  is  the  substitute  proposed  by 
Mr.  Colfax: 

Btriko  out  all  aft«»r  Ihe  word  "  Retolved,"  and  Insert  in 
lieu  thereof  the  following : 

That  tho  three  parties  into  which  thii*  House  is  divided, 
represpnted  by  tlic  one  huodred  and  five  votes*  for  Mr. 
Banks,  tlif  wivcnly-fivc  for  Mr.  RiciiAnDSON,  and  the  forty 
for  Mr.  Fi'LLER,  shall  each  w^lrct  a  Hpcaker^o  tempore, 
who  Hliall  preKidc  over  tho  doliberHtiontt  of  this  House  al- 
ternately, as  they  may  mutually  agree  ouiongst  themselvea, 
until  a  Speaker  is  elected. 

Mr.  BARKSDALE,  I  move  that  there  be  a 
call  of  the  House.  It  is  very  evident  that  there 
is  not  a  quorum  here. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  lUinois.  I  desire  to 
know  if  there  is  such  a  thing  as  a  call  of  the 
House  under  the  parliamentary  law? 

The  CLERK.  There  is  such  a  proceeding 
recognized  both  by  tho  parliamentary  law  and 
the  Constitution. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Gteorgia.  I  ask  for  tellers  upon 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi. 

The  Clerk  appointed  Messrs.  Trafton,  and 
ALLEif  of  Illinois,  to  act  as  tellers. 

The  House  divided,  and  the  tellers  reported — 
ayes  57,  noes  14. 

So  it  was  ordered  that  there  be  a  call. 

The  roll  was  then  called,  and  one  hundred  and 
eighty-five  members  answered  to  their  names. 

Mr.  SAGE.  1  move  to  dispense  with  all 
further  proceedings  under  the  call. 

Jhe  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  CLERK.  The  Question  before  the  House 
is  on  the  resolution  of  tne  ^entlemai^rom  Ohio, 
and  the  demand  for  the  previous  question  thereon. 

Mr.  CUMBACK.  I  move  to  lay  the  whole 
subject  on  tlie  table. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  ask  the  gentle- 
man to  withdraw  that  motion. 

Mr.  CUMBACK.    I  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  withdraw  for  the  present 
the  demand  for  the  previous  question,  for  the 
purpose  of  stating,  that  my />nly  object  yesterday 
in  offering  the  resolution  was  to  provide  for  such  a 
temporary  organization  as  would  be  calculated  to 
preserve  order  during  a  night  session.  I  under- 
stand this  morning  that  one  of  the  friends  of  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr. 
Stephens,]  which  prevailed  yesterday,  and  which 
has  now  been  demonstrated  to  amount  to  nothing 
practically,  are  disposed  to  rescind  it,  in  order  that 
we  may  go  on  in  the  usual  way  of  electing  a 
Speaker  during  proper  hours.  "With  that  under- 
standing, and  for  the  piirpose  of  giving  ^ntlemen 
an  opportunity  to  rescind  that  resolution,  I  will 
withdraw  temporarily  my  resolution,  there  being 
no  necessity  for  it  unless  we  should  have  pro- 
tracted sessions.  If  it  should J^come  necessary, 
1  shall  renew  it. 

Mr.  ORR,  (Mr.  Campbell  yielding  the  floor.) 
Inasmuch  as  tlte  gentleman,  from  Ohio  has  indi- 
cated his  purpose  to  withdraw  the  resolution 
which  he  offered  yesterday,  1  feel  myself  relieved 
from  any  delicacy  in  making  remaras  which,  un- 
der other  circumstances,  I  could  not  have  made. 

I  have  learned  with  some  surprise  that  a  rumor 
has  been  set  on  foot,  prejudicial  both  to  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  and  to  myself,  that  the  motion 
which  he  made  waa  by  preconcert.  So  far  as  I 
know,  so  far  as  I  have  heard,  so  far  as  I  believe, 
it  is  false;  there  is  no  foundation  whatever  in 
truth  for  the  rumor  which  has  received  currency 
from  perhaps  interested  motives.  No  man  upon 
the  floor  was  more  surprised  than  myself  wlien 
the  gentleman  introduced  the  resolution.  It  was 
a  compliment  to  me,  coming  from  that  ^ntleman, 
which  I  appreciated  highly,  and  which  I  shall 
always  continue  to  cherisn,  let  the  future  be 
what  it  may.  I  have  associated  with  that  honor- 
able gentleman  for  six  years  upon  the  floor  of  the 
House  of  Reprd^>ntatives,  and  the  tribute  coming 
from  him  to  my  impartiality  and  integrity  i 
shall  always  prize.  I  take  this  occasion  publicly 
to  thank  him  for  the  coinplimcnt  he  has  paid  me. 
I  make  this  statement,  because  it  is  due  to  him 
and  his  friends  as  well  as  to  mc  and  my  friends. 

Mr.  CAMPBliILL,  of  Ohio.     I  am  obliged  to 

the  honorable  gentleman  for  his  correction  of  the 

falsehood.     I  will  however  say,  in  reference  to 

tliat  particular|Slander,that  I  never  interchanged 

-  one  single- wor4  >^'ith  the  gentleman  from  South 


Carolina  upon  the  subject  of  my  resolution. 
But,  sir,  I  care  but  little  about  the  rumor,  for  the 
reason  that  there  arc  a  thousand  other  rumors 
which  I  have  heard,  during  our  protracted  ofTortg 
to  elect  a  Speaker,  equally  false  and  slanderous, 
but  which  I  do  not  deem  worthy  of  notice.  1 
believe  it  is  generally  understood  that  the  most 
notorious  of -all  liars  is  Madam  Rumor. 

Now,  Mr.  Clerk,  to  the  point.  I  understand 
that  it  is  the  wish  of  some  gentlemen  to  resciod 
the  resolution  passed  yesterday  at  the  su^s^ns. 
tion  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia, 
[Mr.  Stephens,]  and  tor  that  purpose  I  propose 
to  withdraw  the  resolution  now  before  the  House. 
I  hope  then  we  shall  go  to  balloting  for  Speaker 
with  as  little  debate  as  possible,  and  that  v« 
shall  continue  to  vote  as  steadily  as  is  priicticable, 
without  extending  our  sessions  into  the  night. 
I  now  withdraw  temporarily  the  resolution  under 
consideration,  with  tne  unaerstanding  that  some 
one  voting  with  the  majority  on  the  adoption  of . 
the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
yesterday  will  move  to  rescind  that  resolution. 

A  Member.    Make  the  motion  yourself. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  voted  for  the  resolution 
of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  yesterday,  be- 
cause my  friends  desired  it,  rather  against  the 
convictions  of  my  own  judgment — a  thing  I  do 
not  promise  to  do  in  future.  To  save  time,  I  will 
now  myself  make  the  motion  to  rescind  the  reso- 
lution of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,' and  upon 
that  motion  I  demand  the  previous  question. 

The  CLERK.  The  resolution  offered  by  tho 
gentleman  from  Ohio  will  be  withdrawn  if  no 
objection  be  made. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  resolution  was 
accordingly  withdrawn . 

Mr.  SNEED.  I  renew  the  resolution  juat 
withdrawn  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  • 

Mr.  CUMBACK.  1  move  to  lay  that  resolu* 
tion  on  the  table. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  inquires  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  upon  what  motion  he  submit- 
ted a  motion  for  the  previous  question  ? 

Mc  CAMPBELL.  Upon  the  motion  to  re- 
scind the  resolution  of  the  ^ntleman  from  Georgia. 

The  CLEIRK.  Then  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  to  renew  the  resolution 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  is  not  in  order.  The 
question  is  upon  seconding  the  demand  for  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  to  withdraw  the  demand  for  the  previous 
question  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  will,  if  the  gentleman 
f^om  Georgia  desires  to  submit  any  remarks,  with 
the  undcrstaiiding  that  he  shall  resew  it. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  wish  to  say  that  when  I 
submitted  the  resolution  which  I  did  yesterday, 
I  was  anxious  that  we  should  elect  a  SpeakeV, 
and  I  then  supposed  there  was  a  majority  of  the 
House  desirous  of  the  same  result.  I  became 
satisfied  yesterday  evening  tliat  I  was  mistaken 
in  that  opinion.  A  number  of  gentlemen,  fully 
half  I  believe,  who  voted  with  mo  for  the  resolu- 
tion, which  I  offered,  and  who  I  had  supposed 
would  remain  with  me  here  through  the  night,  if 
necessary,  on  tlie  last  vote,  when  there  was  no 
record  of  the  yeas  and  nays,  remained  in  their 
seats  whpn  the  question  was  decided  by  tellers. 
I  believe  the  very  gentleman  [Mr.  Sage]  who  ac- 
cepted my  proposition  as  a  part  of  his  own  reso- 
lution, voted,  upon  the  first  motion  for  a  virtual 
adiournment,  on  the  yeas  and  nays  for  a  recess.  • 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  did,  and  should  do  tlie  same 
thing  to-day.  I  accepted  the  gentleman  *8  propo- 
sition on  the  soUcitation  of  fHends,  very  reluct- 
antly and  against  the  convictions  of  ray  judg- 
ment, and  shall  vote  to-day  for  rescinding  it. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  believe  a  majority  of  the 
members  of  the  House,  acting  with  that  gentleman 
upon  the  last  vote  last  evening,  when  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  not  recorded,  sat  in  their  scats 
and  permitted  the  recess  to  be  taken. 

Now,  sir,  my  own  opinion  waa,  that  if  those 
with  whom  I  nave  acted  in  this  House  waiiud 
to  organize  the  House,  we  should  take  the  matter 
into  our  own  hands;  we  should  hold  the  Houpe; 
we  should  occupy  the  ground;  we  should  sit 
here  day  and  night,  with  our  flag  always  afloat— 
that  flag  which  floats  from  the  old  "seventy- 
four**  gun-ship,  whose  broadside  was  felt  tho 
first  day  of  the  session.  If  we  had  adopted  this 
.  course,  I  believe  that  our  opponents,  by  this  time, 


1865, 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


89 


would-  have  been  completely  demoralized  and 
diM>rganized.  The  result  yesterday  confirms  this 
opinion.  The  ranks  of  the  opposite  side  were 
routed  before  a  six  hours'  session  had  been 
reached.  1  say  to  those  who  act  with  me  here, 
that  I  have  no  personal  feeling  in  the  matter.  I  do 
not  care  personally  whether  tney  or^i^nize  or  not. 
I  can  come  here  as  many  days  as  they  can.  If 
the  intention  is  to  go  on  as  we  have  done;  if  we 
arc  to  come  here  and  sit  four  hours  a  day,  and 
talk,  vote,  and  go  away,  I' can  come  here  as 
long  as  any  gentleman  can,  if  my  health  lasts. 
I  do  not  think  it  is  dealing  fairly  with  the  country. 
Aside  from  that,  I  care  not  what  the  House  does. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  As  I  said  yesterday,  when 
this  matter  was  under  discussion,  the  will  of  a 
majority  of  the  House  is  its  controlling  rule,  and 
will  be;  I  care  not  how  many  such  resolutions 
the  gentleman  may  propose,  or  how  many  the 
House  may  adopt,  the  will  of  the  majority  will 
govemus,  as  was  demonstrated  yesterday.  Now, 
Bu*,  I  desire  that  the  House  shall  continue  in 
session;  and  I  promise  to  continue  here  as  long 
as  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  whether  the  res- 
olution is  rescinded  or  not;  but  I  say>hat  nothingr 
is  to  be  gained  by  sitting  here  through  days  and 
through  nights,  without  relaxation,  with  a  view 
to  starve  members  into  a  verdict.  I  hope,  there- 
fore, that  the  resolution  will  be  rescinded,  and 
that  the  Clerk  wiH  then  commence  calling  the 
roll  for  the  election  of  a  Speaker.  I  move  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  TODD.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon 
the  question  of  rescinding^.  I  want  to  see  who  it 
is  that  will  vote  for  the  tmoption  of  a  resolution 
one  day,  and  vote  to  rescind  it  the  next. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

The  question  then  was  upon  the  motion  to 
rescind. 

The  yeas  and  nayq  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  112,  nays  85;  as  follows: 

TEAS— Mesen.  Allen,  Bell,  Bingbam,  Boyce,  Brooks, 
Broom,  Cadwalader,  John  P.  CampbeU.  Lewis  D.  Camp- 
ben,  Carlile,  Carutbers,  Caskie,  Chaffee,  Howell  Cobb, 
Comins,  Cox,  Collen,  Davidson,  Denver,  De  Witt,  Dick- 
ton,  Dodd,  DowdelK  Dnnn,  DurAee,  Edmondson,  Elliott, 
Eoj^ish,  Etberidfc,  Eostis.  Evans,  Faulkner,  Flaglep^  Flor- 
ence, Foster,  Ilenry  M.  Fuller.  Gilbert,  Goodc,  Oranser, 
Greenwood,  Augustus  Hall,  Robert  B.  Hall, Harlan,  J.  Mor- 
tkm  Harris,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomas  L.  Harris,  Har- 
rison, Haven,  Herbert,  Thomas  R.  Horton,  Valentine  B. 
Boiton,  Houston,  Hngnston,  George  W.  Jones,  Kidwell, 
Lake,  Letcbor,  Ltndl^.  Lumpkin,  Alexander  K.  Marshall, 
fitunphrev  Narahall.  Mattseon,  Maxwell,  McCarty,  Mc- 
Mntlui.  McQueen,  Meacbam.  Smith  Miller,  Millson,  MiU- 
ward^  Moore,  Murray,  Nichols,  Orr,  Paine,  Porter,  Princle, 
Reade,  Ready,  Richardson,  Ritchie,  Kivers.  uobison,  Ruffln. 
Rust,  Sage^^andidge,  Savaee.  Shorter,  Simmons,  Samuel 
A.  Smith,  William  Smith,  William  R.  Smith,Snced,  8ta» 
too,  Stewart,  Stranahan,  Bwope,  Taylor,  Thurston,  Un- 
derwood, Vail,  Valk,  Wakeman.  Walbridge,  Walker,  Wat- 
•oq,  Wheeler.  Whitney,  Winsiow,  John  v.  Wright,  and 
ZoIncoffer^llS. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Aiken,  Albright,  AlUson,  Ban,  Barbour, 
Baid^,  BarksdaJe,  Henry  Bennett,  Henry  S.  Bennett, 
Benson,  BiUmghurst,  Bishop,  Bocock.  Brad^haw,  Brcntmi, 
Bufflagton,  Burlingame,  James  H.  Campbell.  Ezra  Clark, 
ClawBOD,  Cliogman,  WiUiamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  CoUax, 
Craife,  Crawford,  Cumback,  DamreU,  Timothy  Davis.  Day, 
Dean,  Dick.  Edie,  Edwards,  Emrie,  Thomas  J.  D.  FuUer, 
GaliowB^,  GiddingB,Grow,HoUoway,  Howard,  J.  Glancv 
Jones.  Rellv.  King,  fCnapp,  Knight,  Knowlton,  Knox,  Let- 
ter, Mace^  Marvhall,  Kiilian  MUler,  Morrill,  Mott,  Norton, 
Andrew  OiiTer,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Parker,  Pcarcc,  Peck, 
Feltoo,  Peiry,  Pcttit,  Purviance,  Quitman,  Sabin,  Sapp, 
Scott,  Seward,  Spinner.  Stephens,  Tapnan,  Thorington, 
Todd,  Tnifton,  Trippe,  Wade,  Waldron,  Warner,  Cadwal- 
wder  C.  Waihbome,  EINhu  B.  Wa5hbume,  Israel  Wash- 
bun,  Welch,  Wells,  Wood,  and  Woodruff— 65. 

So  the  resolution  was  rescinded. 

Pendinj?  the  call  of  the  roll — 

Mr.  STANTON,  when  his  name  was  called, 
said  that,  fearing  difficulty  in  the  election  of  a 
temporary  Speaker,  he  should  vote  for  rescinding 
the  resolution. 

CHOOSING  SEAtS. 

Mr.  ClUITMAN.  I  offer  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Retolvtdf  That  the  members  of  this  House  wiU  proceed, 
at  twelve  o'clock,  m.,  this  day,  to  draw  for  seats,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Clerk, 

I  have  but  a  word  to  say  in  reference  to  this 
resolution.  I  expect  for  it  the  support  of  the 
Democratic  party  of  the  House,  not  oecause  I  am 
authorized  to  speak  for  them,^  but  because  they 
are  a  party  of  equal  rights.  I  trust,  also,  that  1 
shall  tiave  the  support  of  the  outoiders  of  the 
other  parties,  and,  if  so,  we  shall  carry  the  resolu- 
tion. 


Mr.  ENGLlt^H.  I  would  inouire  whether  the 
Speaker's  chair  is  included  in  tne  '*  seats"  men- 
tioned in  the  ^ntleman's  resolution? 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  1  ask  the 
Clerk  whether  that  resolution  is  in  ordor? 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  it  is  not  in 
order. 

Mr. -ENGLISH.  If  the  resolution  is  before 
theliouse,  I  move  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  am  a  friend  of  equal 
%ights,  but  I  doubt  whether  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  Mississippi  involves  that  princi- 
ple. 1  have  a  pretty  good  seat  now,  and  am  afraid 
that  under  this  eqiuu  rights  resolution  I  might  be 
transferred  to  the  outer  edge. 

Mr  MILLW  ARD.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  do  not  think 
that  the  resolution  is  exactly  understood  in  this 
part  of  the  HaU,'and  I  ask  that  it  may  be  again 
read. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  the  resolution  was 
again  read. 

Mr.  ENGLISH.  I  move  that  the  resolution 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  would  ask  that  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  on  the  table  be  withdrawn. 

The  CLERK.    Debate  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
appealing  to  my  friend  fVom  Indiana  to  withdraw 
his  motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  so  that  those  of  us 
on  the  outside  may  have  an  opportunity  of  say- 
ing a  word  on  the  resolution.  My  friend  ougnt 
to  reflect  for  a  moment,  that  we  on  the  outside 
would  like  to  have  some  chance  of  securing  a  seat 
as  good  as  the  one  which  he  occupies. 

Mr.  ENGLISH.  I  respectfully  decline  to 
withdraw  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  aUlTMAN  obtained  the  floor. 

The  CLERK.  The  motion  is  made  that  the 
resolution  bo  laid  on  the  table j  and  debate  is 
therefore  out  of  order. 

Mr.  SHORTER.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table.  [Cries of  '*  No ! 
we  will  vote  it  down  without  them !"] 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  order^. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  resolution  was 
laid  on  the  table.  [Cries  of  '<CaU  the  roll!" 
"Be  quick!"] 

ELECTION  OP  SPEAKER^ 

The  House  proceeded  to  vote  the  sixty-ninth 

time  for  Speaker,  with    the  following  result : 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  205;  necessary  to 

a' choice,  103;  of  which — 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks  received 100 

William  A.  Richardson 66 

Henry  M.  Fuller t 90 

Alexander  C.  M.  Pennington 3 

James  L.  Orr 1 

Benjamin  F.  Leiter I 

Nathaniel  G.  Foster m 1 

Richard  C.  Piiryear..., 1 

John  M.  Sandidge 1 

John  Williams 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  BonJEv—Messrs.  Albright,  Allison,  Ball,  Bar- 


boar,  Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  Billinghurstj^ingham, 
Bishop,  Bliss,  Bradahaw,  Brenton,  Boflington,  BMingame, 
James  U.  CampbeU,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  ChIKe,  Ezra 


Clark,  QltiWton,  Colfax,  Comins,  Ci 


v/iusA,  \/tnwwavu,  ^viiBA,  x^vriuuiD,  v/'ruin,  Camback,  Dam- 
reU, Timothy  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  De  Witt.  Dick,  Dickson, 
Dodd,  Durfee,  Edie,  Edwards,  Emrie,  Flagler,  Galloway, 
Giddings,  Gilbert,  Granger,  Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan, 
HoUoway,  Thomas  R.  Hortmi,  Valentine  B.  Horton,  How- 
ard, Hughston.  King,  Knapp,  Knight,  Knowlton,  Knox, 
Leiter,  Mace,  Matte^on,  McCarty,  Meacham,  Killian  Mil- 
ler, Morgan,  Morrill,  Mott,  Murray,  Nichols,  Norton,  An- 
drew OUver,  Parker,  Pearce,  Pelton,  Perry,  Pcttit,  Pike, 
Pringle,  Pwpriance,  Kitchie,  Robison,  Sabin,  Bage.  Sapp, 
Simmons,  Spinner,  Stanton,  Stranaban,  Tappan,Thoring- 
ton.  Thurston,  Todd,  Trafton,  Wade,  Wakeman.  Wal- 
bridge. Waldron,  Cadwalader  C.  Washbume.  Ellihu  B. 
WashDume,  Israel  Washbtms,  Watson,  Welch,  Wood, 
WoodruflT,  and  Woodworth. 

For  Mr.  Richardson^Meaan.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barksdale, 
Boll,  Henry  S.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Boyce,  Brooks,  Cadwala- 
der, Carutbers,  Caskie,  Clinjnnan.  Howell  Cobb,  William- 
son R.  W.  Cobb.  Crmge,  Crawrord,  Davidson,  Denver, 
DowdeU,  Edmundson,  Elliott,  English,  Faulkner,  Florence, 
Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller.  Goode.  Greenwood,  Augtistus  Hall, 
Thomas  L.  Horrirt,  Herbert,  Houston,  Geoi^e  W.  Jones,  J. 
Glancy  Jones,  Kelly,  Leteher,  Lumpkin,  Samuel  S.  Mar- 
shall, Maxwell,  McMulUn,  McQueen,  Smith  Miller,  Mill- 
son,  Mordecai  Oliver, Orr,  Peck,  Powell,  Uuitman,  Kuffin, 
Ru9t,  Sandidge,  Savage,  Seward,  Shorter,  Samuel  A. 
Smith,  William  Smith,  Stephens,  Stewart,  Taylor,  Vail, 
Warner.  Watkins,  Wells,.  Winsiow,  and  John  V.  Wright. 

For  Mr.  Fuller — ^Messrs.  Broom,  John  P.  Campbell,  Car- 
lile, Bayard  Clark,  Cox,  CuUen,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Eus- 
tis,  Foster,  J.  Morrison  Harrin,  Lake,  Lindlev,  Alexander 
K.  Marshall,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Millward,  Paine,  Porter, 
Pnryear.  Reade^Ready,  Ricand,  Riven,  William  R.  Smith, 
Sneed,  Swopc,  Trippe,  Underwood,  Valk,  Walker,  Whit- 
ney, and  ZoUicofier, 


For  Mr.  Pennington— Metan.   Harrison,  Moore,    and 
Scou. 
For  Mr.  Foder—Mr.  Henry  M.  Fuller. 
For  Mr.  Pmyear — Mr.  Haven. 
Fbr  Mr.  Sanaidge — Mr.  Richardson. 
Fdr  Mr.  Wilttmns— Mr.  Wheeler. 
For  Mr.  Orr — Mr.  Evans. 
For  Mr.  Leiter — Mr.  Dunn.     ' 

Previous  to  the  announcement  of  the  above 
vote,  Mr.  Peknington  stated  that  he  had  paired 
off  with  Mr.  Kennett. 

The  Clerk  then  again  called  the  roll,  and  the 
following  was  the  result  of  the  seventieth  vote: 
Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  211;  necessary  to  a 
choice,  106;  of  which — 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks  received 103 

William  A.  Richardson 67 

Henry  M.  FuUer 31 

Alexander  C.  M.Pennington ^ 3 

JamosL.Orr 1 

Benjamin  F.  Leiter 1 

John  WUliams 1 

Martin  J.  Crawford 1 

Richard  C.  Purycar 1 

Nnhaniel  G.  Foster 1 

Alexander  K.Mar8ball 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  BonJfcs— Messrs.  Albright,  Allison,  Ball,  Barbour, 
Henry  Bennett,  Benson,'  Bilhnghurst,  Binj^am,  Bishop, 
Blin.  Bradshaw,  Brenton,  Builmgton,  BurUngame,  James 
H.  Campbell,  Levils  D.  CampbeU,  C^aflce,  Ezra  Clark, 
Clawson,  Colfkx,  Comins,  Cragin,  Cfumback,  Damrell^m- 
othy  Davis.  Day,  Dean,  De  Witt,  Dick,  Dickson ^  Dodd, 
Durfee,  Edie,  Ekl  wards,  Emrie,  FlagJer,  Galloway,  Giddings, 
Gilbert,  Graniker,  Grow,  Robert  B.  llall,  Harlan,  tloUoway, 
Thomas  R.  Horton,  V^entine  B.  Horton,  Howard,  Hugh- 
ston, King,  Knapp,  Knight,  Knowlton,  Knox,  Kunkel, 
Leiter,  Mace,  Mattcson,  McCarty.  Meacham,  Killian  Miller, 
Morgan,  Morrill,  Mott,  Murray,  Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew 
OUver,  Parker,  Pearce,  Pelton,  Pennington,  Perry,  Pettit, 
Pike,  Pringle,  Purviance,  Ritchie,  Robison,  Sabin.  Sage, 
Sapp.  Simmons,  Spinner,  Stanton,  Stranahan,  Tappan, 
Thoriiurton,  Thurston,  Todd,Trafton.  Tyson,  W»de,  Wake- 
man, Walbridge,  Waldron,  Cadwalader  C.  Wasobume, 
Ellihu  B.  Washbume,  Israel  Washbarn,  Watson,  Welch, 
Wood,  Woodruff,  and  Woodworth. 

For  Mr.  Rickardton—yic^n.  Aiken.  Allen,  Barksdale, 
Bell,  Henry  S.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce,  Brooks, 
Cadwalader,  Carutbers,  Caskie,  Clingman,  Howell  Cobb, 
WilUaoMOo  R.  W.  Cobb,  Craige,  Crawford,  Davidson, 
Denver,  Dowdell,  Edmuiuuon,  Elbott.  English,  Faulkner, 
Florence,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode,  Greenwood,  Au- 
gustus Hall,  Sampson  W.  Hams,  Thomas  L.  Harris.  Hcr- 
Dcrt,  Houston,  Jewett,  George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones, 
Kelly,  Kidwell,  Letcher.  Lumpkin.  Samuel  8.  Marsballf 
Maxwell.  McMullin,  McQueen,  Smith  MiUer,  Millson, 
Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Peck,  Powell,  Quitman,  Ruflln, 
Rust.  Sandidge,  Savage,  Seward,  Shprter,  Samuel  A. 
Smith,  William  Smitli,  Stephens,  Stewart.  Taylor,  Vail, 
Warner,  Watkins,  WcUs,  Winsiow,  and  Joun  V.  Wrig hi. 

For  Mr.  Fuller — Messrs.  Broom,  John  P.  Campbell, 
Carlisle,  Cox,  Cullen^  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Etheridgc, 
Eustis,  Foster,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Kennett,  Lake,  Lindley, 
Alexander  K.  Marshall,  Humptuey  Marshall,  Millward, 
Paine,  Porter,  Puryear,  Reade,  Ready,  Rivers,  William 
R.  Smith,  Sneed,  Swope,  Trippe,  Underwood,  Valk 
Walker,  Whitney,  and  Stollicoffer. 

For  Mr.  Penning^ — Messrs.  Harrison,  Moore,  and 
Scott. 

For  Mr.  Orr— Mr.  Evans. 

For  Mr.  Leiter — ^Mr.  Dunn. 

For  Mr.  fTOKoms-Mr.  Wheeler. 

For  Mr.  Crawford — Mr.  Richardson. 

For  Mr.  Pwrweor— Mr.  Haven. 

For  Mr.  Fo$tcr— Mr.  Henry  M.  Fuller. 

For  Mr.  Mar$hall—Mr  Bayard  Clark. 

Previous  to  the  announcement  of  the  above 
vote,  the  following  proceedings  took  place. 

PAIRING  OFF. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  desire  to  get 
some  information.  There  are  some  two  or  three 
gentlemen  now  absent.  Has  any  gentleman  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House  paired  off  with  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Talbott?]  He 
IS  absent. 

Mr.  MILLWARD.  Mr.  Clerk,  as  an  Ameri- 
ccm,  and  to  preserve  the  honor  and  dignity  of  an 
American  Congress,  I  wish  to  make  an  exposure 
of  an  attempted  disgraceful  arrangement  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  a  Speaker  of  tliis  House. 
A  few  moments  ago,  a  gentleman  called  on  me 
and  offered,  if  I  would  vote  for  Mr.  Banks  as 
candidate  for  the  Speaker's  chair,  that  I  would  be 
made  the  chedrman  of  the  Committee  on  Engrav- 
ing and  Lithographing;  and  I  take  this  methsd 
to  rebuke  the  insult,  as  it  certainly  was  upon  my 
honor  and  integrity.  [Great  sensation,  and  loud 
cries  of  "Give  the  name!"  **  Who  was  the 
man  ?"J  His  name  is  JohW  J.  Pearce,  of  Penn- 
sylvania; and  I  wish  the  gentleman  to  distinctly 
understand  that  the  district  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  represent,  cannot  be  bought  or  sold  like 
sheep  in  the  shambles. 

Mr.  BANKS.  No  such  arrangement  as  the 
gentleman  alludes  to  was  made  with  my  consent 
or  knowledge. 
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Mr.  PEARCE  obtaiaed  the  floor. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  McMullin]  asks  for  information  in 
reference  to  tlie  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
Talbott.]  I  will  state  the  case,  because  I  wdtnt 
to  know  whether  there  is  any  member  here  who 
has  imircd  olTwith  hlrn.  I  want  to  know  whether 
gooa  faith  has  been  observed.  The  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Talbott]  was  called  home 
by  what  he  deemed  absolutely  required  his  pres- 
ence there,  but  previous  to  starting  he  requested 
that  I  would  pair  hira  off  with  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts.  [Cries  of  "Order  !**  "Sit 
down  !*'     "  Wait  for  the  exposore  !**] 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  will  bear  in 
mind  that  his  colleague  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  PEARCE  took  the  floor. 

[Cries  of  "Sit  down  !"  "  Order  !'*] 

Mr.  PEARCE.  If  gentlemen  will  be  still  for 
tt-inoment,  they  will  hear  all  that  I  have  to  say. 
Mr.  Clerk,  I  am  not,  and  never  have  been,  au- 
thorized by  Mr.  Banks  to  make  any  such  pledges 
as  have  been  mentioned,  either  to  my  colleague 
[Mr.  Millward]  or  anybody  else.  I  saw  my 
colleague  a  few  moments  ago,  and  1  did  ask  him 
whether  he  would  like  to  he  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Engraving  and  Lithographing. 
[Laughter.]  But  I  did  not  say  that  I  was  author- 
ized by  Mr.  Banks  to  say  that,  if  Mr.  Banks 
should  be  elected,  he  woul^  be  appointed  the 
chairman  of  that  committee. 

Mr.  MILLWARD.  I  will  ask  my  colleague 
some  questions.  Did  you  not  come  to  my  seat 
a  moment  ago  and  take  me  back  of  the  screen  ? 
Did  you  not  ask  me  whether  I  had  any  inclina- 
tion to  change  my  vote  ?  Did  you  not  ask  me  to 
vote  for  Mr.  Banks  ?  I  asked  you  the  reason 
why  I  should  change  my  vote?  You  stated, 
"Because  you  will  make  a  good  thin^  of  it.'' 
[Laughter.!  "  In  what  way,  sir?'*  "  Why,  you 
will  l^  made  the  chairman  of  the  Lithographin|g 
and  Elngraving  Committee. "  Said  I,  "There  is 
no  such  committee. "  Immediately  I  came  to  my 
seat,  and  borrowed  the  Manual  from  Mr.  Wright, 
[laughter,]  and,  upon  reference  to  it,  I  found  no 
such  committee  reported;  whereupon  tasked  the 
question  of  Mr.  IIumphret  Marshall,  who 
was  passing  by  at  the  time,  who  informed  me  in 
the  aflirmative;  this  being  the  case  I  was  con- 
vinced of  the  sincerity  of  the  proposition.  I  then 
went  out  and  heard  what  Mr.  Pearce  had  to 
say  further.  I  said,  "  How  do  you  know  I  can 
be  made  chairman  of  that  committee?"  He  re- 
plied, that  he  Jiad  bad  a  conversation  with  Mr. 
Banks,  and  that  he  had  assured  him  that  any 
promise  he  made  to  me  would  be  carried  out. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  The  gentleman  did  not  un- 
derstand me. 

Mr.  MILLWARD.  You  said  as  I  have  stated 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  No,  sir;  the  gentleman  irtis- 
understood  me.  I  did  not  state  so.  [Cries  of 
"Order!"  "Hear  him!"]  I  claim  the  right  to 
be  heard  in  reply  to  what  my  colleague  haa  said. 
1  deny  what  he  has  said.  I  positively  deny  his 
assertions.    He  has  misunderstood  me. 

Mr.  MILLWARD.  No,  I  have  not,  sir. 
There  is  no  misunderstanding.  The  language 
was  too  plain. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  You  have  misunderstood  me. 
From  your  own  declaration  it  seems  that  you 
have  examined  the  Manned  and  ascertained  that 
tliere  was  no  such  committee.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  MILLWARD.  The  genUeman  mistakes; 
I  said  no  such  thing.  I  ascertained,  on  the  con- 
trary, that  there  was  such  a  committee.  I  appeal 
to  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Hum- 
ph ret  Marshall]  to  state  the  conversation  I 
liad  with  him  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  HUMPHREY  MARSHALL.  Mr.  Clerk, 
as  I  was  passing,  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Bennsylvania  asked  me  whether  there  was  any 
such  committee  as  the  Committee  on  Engraving 
and  Lithography  ?  [Laughter.]  I  told  him  that 
there  was,  and  I  asked  him  why?  He  then  made 
to  me  a  statemept  sifnilar  to  the  one  he  has  made 
here.  I  told  him  that  he  ought  to  expose  the 
matter. 

Mr.  BOYCE.  I  would  like  to  ask  one  question. 
I  understand  that  the  chairmanship  of  tha^  com- 
mittee is  a  profitable  one.    Is  that  so? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Pennsylvania.  1  would 
inquire  of  my  colleague  [Mr.  P&arcb]  whether 


that  conversation  with  Mr.  MiLtwARD  was  au- 
thorized by  Mr.  Banks?  Was  it  not  of  your 
own  accord? 

Mr.  PEARCE.  Certainly  it  was.  It  was 
more  playful  on,  my  part  than  in  earnest,  but  it 
has  been  mode  a  serious  matter  of.  I  was  not 
authorized  by  Mr.  Banks  to.  make  any  oflcr  to 
my  colleague. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  How  did  the  gentleman 
know  it  was  a  good  committee  and  would  be  a 

food  place?    There  is  such  a  committee,  though* 
do  not  know  anything  about  it.      [Cries  of 
"Order!  "Order!") 

Mr.  MILLWARD.  I  desire  to  know  if  my 
colleague  had  any  conversation  with  Mr.  Banks 
in  relation  to  this  matter?  [Cries  of  "Order!" 
and  ^rcat  confusion  in  the  Hall,  many  members 
Btan(Sng  in  the   area  in    front  of  tne  Clerk's 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  say  it  is  disgraceful  to 
our  State,  sir,  and  to  the  gentleman  who  made 
the  profler .  [Loud  shouts  of  *  *  Order ! ' '  and  much 
lauffhter.l 

Mr.  MILLWARD.  I  again  ask  my  colleague 
[Mr.  Pearce]  whether  he  had  not  a  conversa- 
tion with  Mr.  Banks  on  this  subject? 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  There  ought  to  be  a  com- 
mittee appointed  t6  investigate  this  matter  at 
once.     [Laughter,  and  shouts  of  "  Order !"] 

Mr.  MILLWARD.  Will  you  answer  my 
question, Mr. Pearce?  [Criesof "Order!"" An- 
swer^!" and  ffreat  excitement  in  all  parts  of  the 
Hall.]  I  ask  Mr.  Pearce  whether  he  had  or 
had  not  the  conversation  with  Mr.  Banks  tliat 
he  told  me  he  had,  relative  to  this  matter? 

Mr.  PEARCE.    I  would  like  you  to  state 
what  the  conversation  was.    We  disagree  as  to  • 
what  it  was. 

Mr.  MILLWARD.  You  told  me  that  Mr. 
Banks  had  fissured  you  that  if  I  would  vote  for 
him  he  would  give  me  the  position  you  promised 
me. 

Mr.  PEARCE.    No,  sir.    I  did  not. 

Mr.  MILLWARD.  Well,  I  say  you  did,  sir. 
[Shouts  of  "Order!"] 

Mr.  PEARCE.    I  did  not. 

Mr.  MILLWARD.  Had  you  any  conversa- 
tion with  Mr.  Banks  at  all  upon  the  subject  ? 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  1  think  we  have  had  about 
enough  of  this. 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  K.  MARSHALL.  I 
desire  to  ask  tlie  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
[Mr.  MiLLWARDjJ  whether  or  not  this  is  the  only 
proposition  which  he  has  heard  of  as  having  been 
made,  if  not  to  himself,  at  least  to  other  members 
upon  this  floor,  to  induce  them  to  vote  for  Mr. 
Banks  ?  I  would  ask  whether  he  is  not  aware 
of  the  fact  that  assurances  have  been  ^ivcn  to 
some  members  of  the  Peunsylvania  delegation 
interested  in  manufactures,  that  in  ca^c  they 
would  give  their  support  to  a  certain  gentleman 
in  this  House,  whose  opinions  in  reference  to  (Vee 
trade  have  'been  expressed  and  are  fully  known, 
they  might  rest  assured  that  the  manufacturing 
interes^of  Pennsylvania,  coal,  iron, &c., would  be 
perfecd^securc  in  his  hands,  notwithstanding  his 
well-known  opinions  in  relation  to  free  trade  ? 

Mr.  MILLWARD.    I  have,  sir. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  Are  there  not  other  gen- 
tlemen who  have  heard  the  same  thing? 

Mr.  MILLWARD.  1  am  not  the  only  mem- 
ber who  has  heard  it. 

Mr.  PAINE  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  MILLWARD.  I  hope  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  will  allow  me  the  floor  in 
order  to  obtain  an  answer  to  my  question. 

Mr.  PAINE.    I  will  give  way  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  MILLWARD.  1  insist  upon  an  answer 
to  the  question  whether  my  colleague  [Mr. 
Pearce]  had  any  conversation  with  Mr.  Banks 
in  reference  to  this  matter  ? 

Mr.  PEARCE.  I  have  stated  distinctly  to 
this  House,  and  I  now  repeat,  that  I  have  never 
been  authorized  by  Mr.  Banks,  or  by  anybody 

nlnp 

Mr.  MILLWARD,  (interrupting.)  That,  is 
not  the  question.  Had  you  any' conversation 
with  Mr.  Banks? 

Mr.  PEARCE.  I  asked  Mr.  Banks  if  nothing 
could  be  done  for  you,  particularly,  and  he  told 
me  he  made  no  pledged.  [Laughter,  and  cries  of 
"Good!"  "  Call  the  roU!^'] 

Mr.  MILLWARD.  But  you  told  me,  sir, 
that  Mr.  Banks  said  I  should  oe  made  chairman 


of  the' Engraving  and  Lithographing  Comaiiuee. 
[Loud  cries  of  "Order!"] 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  desire  to  say  a  word  to  the 
House  touching  its  honor  and  my  honor.  I  un- 
derstand this  matter  better  than  anybody  ebe. 
No  man  heis  had  an  assurance  from  me  of  any 
kind  whatever  in  regard  to  the  formation  of  the 
committees,  neither  gentlemen  from  Pcnnsylta- 
nia,  nor  gentlemen  from  any  other  State  in  th« 
Union.  I  stand,  sir,  if  I  am  elected  to  the  office 
for  which  gentlemen  have  voted  for  me  to-day, 
and  on  days  past,  perfectly  free  to  do  that  which 
is  right  and  proper  for  myself,  for  the  House, 
and  the  country,  and  of  that  I  am  alone  the 
judge;  and  for  what  I  do,  I  will  be  responsible 
to  the  House  and  the  country.  [Applause  on 
the  floor  and  in  the  galleries.] 

Mr.  EDIE  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  GALLOWAY.  The  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Milxwaiid]  has  no  right  to 
make  vague  and  general  charges  against  the 
members  of  this  House.  ^If  sucli  pledges  as  l}e 
speaks  of  have  been  sought,  I  demand  that  the 
men  shall  be  pointed  out.    It  is  his  duty  to  do  it. 

Mr.  EDI£.  I  desire  to  ask  my  fnend  from 
Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Millward,]  whether  or  not, 
in  what  he  has  said  about  assurances  having  bctn 
made  to  members  of  the  Pennsylvania  delegation, 
he  had  any  reference  to  me? 

Mr.  MILLWARD.    No,  sir;  not  at  all. 

Mr.  EDIE.    I  am  satisfied. 

Several  Members.  To  ^hom,  then,  did  you 
refer  ?  [Shouts  of  *  *  Orddr !  * '  and  great  confusion.) 

Mr.  MILLWARD.  I  did  not  name  any  gen- 
tleman. I  had  reference  to  a  conversation  be- 
tween Mr.  CovoDE,  Mr.  Campbell  of  Kentucky, 
and  other  gentlemen.  [Cries  of  "Order !" and 
great  confusion.] 

Mr.  TODD.  Then  the  gentleman  has  ^ven 
this  information  to  the  House,  and  has  implicated 
the  honor  of  the  Pennsylvania  delegation  upon 
common  and  idle  rumor.  I  hope  mv  colleague 
will  hereafter  be  more  guarded,  ana  not  suffer 
himself  to  be  used  by  others  for  the  purpose  of 
casting  imputations  upon  his  colleagues.  We 
stand  here,  sir,  as  independent  Representatires 
of  Pennsylvania,  guided  by  our  convictigns  of 
right  ana  truth,  and  we  ask  no  pledges,  nor  will 
we  give  any.  We  desire  to  do  our  duty,  and  in 
doing  that  duty  we  shall  discharge  it  as  intelli- 
gently as  we  can,  trusting  to  the  honor  of  the 
gentlemen  with  whom  we  act,   with  no  false 

f)rctenses  and  no  false  ideas  on  our  part.  I 
lope  my  colleague  will  hereafter  be  careful  bow 
he  indulges  in  matters  of  this  description,  lest,  ir 
trying  to  drag  down  a  man  who  is  a  candidate 
for  an  honorable  position  in  this  House,  he  may 
Accomplish  his  own  destruction  and  that  of  those 
who  stand  alongside  of  him. 

Mr.  MILLWARD.  In  reply  to  what  my 
colleague  says  about  being  guarded,  I  wish  to 
say  to  him,  and  to  every  other  gentleman  upon 
this  floor,  that  I  am  not  to  be  frightened  by  biin^ 
told  to  be  guarded,  as  I  hold  myself  personally 
responsible  to  any  member  of  this  House  for 
what  I  may  say.  I  cast  no  in^putation  upon 
any  of  my  colleagues  or  any  other  gentleman, 
except  upon  the  one  who  has  been  guilty  of  thii 
offense;  and  that  is  John  J.  Pearce.  Let  the 
guilt  rest  where  it  belongs — upon  the  gtiilty. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Pennsylvania.  As  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania  has  been  referred  to,  and 
her  honor  somewhat  touche*d  in  this  discussion, 
I  desire  to  say,  on  behalf  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  for  whom  we  have 
been  voting  for  some  days,  that  I  have  freouenily 
met  him  socially  since  1  have  been  a  meraoer  of 
this  House,  and  have  had  many  conversations 
with  him;  and  while  I  admire  his  high  and  chiv- 
alric  sense  of  right  and  honor,  I  want  to  say  t^* 
1  have  never  heard  him,  at  any  time  or  under 
any  circumstances,  make  any  remark  or  intima- 
tion which  could  be  construed  into  a  pledge,  j 
have  said  to  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Millwarb,]  a^a 
to  other  members j  tliat  the  interests  of  Pennsyl" 
vania  were  safe  m  the  hands  of  any  just  una 
honorable  member  of  this  House,  and  that  no 
man  liaving  a  hi^h  sense  of  right  could  so  con- 
struct the  committees  as  to  strike  down  ^^^  j"J 
teresta  of  Pennsylvania.  I  have  placed,  and  I 
am  willing  to  place,  the  interests  of  the  Keystone 
State  in  the  hands  of  the  honorable  member  from 
Massachusetts,  because  I  know  him  to  be  a  gen* 
tleman  possessed  of  a  high  sense  of  right. 
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to  an  absent  man.  Mr.  Taldqtt  rooms  in  the 
same  house  with  me.  A  few  moments  before  he 
led  for  Kentucky,  he  stated  to  me  that  he  had 
not  paired  off— tnat  he  had  endearored  to  do  so, 
but  could  not;  but  that  the  messa^  which  be  had 
received  from  his  family  imperatiTely  demanded 
at  his  hands  that  he  should  return.  He  said  that 
under  the  circumstances  he  regretted  that  he  had 
to  go,  but  that  he  must  do  so.  I  feel  it  proper  for 
me  to  mtike  this  statement  here,  so  that  no  injus- 
tice may  be  done  to  anybody. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  saw  Mr.  Talbott  after 
that,  sir.    1  saw  him  when  he  left. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Well,  sup- 
posing you  did,  what  about  that? 

Mr.  FLORENCE.    And  I  made  that  arrange- 
ment for  him. 
Several  Members.    With  whom? 

Mr.  GROW.  If  my  colleague  [Mr.  Flor- 
ence] failed  to  pair  off  the  vote  of  a  gentleman 
for  wnom  he  contracted  to  do  so,  that  is  his  own 
fault. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  Let  me  tell  my  college 
[Mr.  Grow]  that  he  is  not  to  take  my  conduct 
into  his  keeping. 

•  Mr.  GROW.  Of  course  not;  I  am  not  at- 
tempting to  do  so. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  am  the  best  judge  of 
what  I  ought  myself  to  do,  and  I  want  no  men- 
tor. If  I  did,  I  would  not  care  to  have  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  [Mr,  Grow]  for  one; 
though  I  am  much  disposed  to  accord  a  little  de- 
pendence on  my  friend  here.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  GROW.  I  am  not  looking  out  for  the 
honor  of  Pennsylvania.    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  The  truth  of  the  inatter 
is  this,  that  there  has  been  a  litUe  mistake  some- 
where; and  I  tell  you,  Mr.  Clerk,  that  I  am 
usually  watchftil  and  energetic.  [Laughter.] 
Probably  I  was  at  fault  yesterday;  but  that  will 
not  occur  a^ain,  that's  all. 

The  Clerk  continued  the  calling  of  the  roll,  and 
announced  the  result  of  the  vote  as  above. 

EXPLANATIONS. 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  K.  MARSHALL.  I 
ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House  for  one  moment. 
I  am  opposea  to  any  further  balloting  ft)r  Speaker 
for  the  rest  of  the  day.  [Loud  cries  of  **  Oh,  no !  *  *] 
There  have'  been  intimations  made  here  which, 
in  my  judgment,  reflect  on  the  honor  of  one  gen- 
tleman who  has  been  voted  for  as  Speaker  of  this 
House.     [Cries  of  **  No,  no !  not  at  all.**] 

There  have  been  charges  made  on  this  floor, 
which,  if  proved,  would,  lam  perfectly  satisfied, 
unfit  hiai  for  that  position — charades  which  would 
forbid  any  man  of  honor,  according  to  my  con- 
ception of  the  term,  to  continue  their  support  of 
him.  These  revelations  are  suspended  for  a 
time,  ,in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  some  of 
the  members  of  the  House,  who  have  it  in  their 
power  to  impUcate  in  these  revelations  certain 
other  members.  And,  sir,  there  are  other  things 
that  might  be  told ;  there  are  other  revelations  that 
might  be  made,  which,  if  they  are  made,  and  if 
they  are  proved,  as  I  have  had  intimations  that 
they  will  be 

A  Member.    Give  it.    Give  it  now. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  give  it, when  I  please, 
and  not  till  tlien.  I  know  when*  to  j^peak,  and  I 
shall  not  give  it  at  the  dictation  of  any  member 
on  this  floor.  I  state  emphatically,  that  if  these 
revelaUons  of  which  I  have  had  some  intimation 
are  made,  and  are  proved,  there  is  not  one  honor- 
able man  in  this  body — unless  I  am  grossly  mis- 
taken—who would  dare  to  record  his  vote  for  a 
man  for  whom  the  votes  of  gentlemen  in  this 
House  I\ave  been  recorded,  and  then  go  before 
bis  constituents  with  that  record  and  these  proofs 
before  them.  I  therefore  move  that  the  ballotings 
of  the  House  be  dispensed  with  for  the  day,  and 
that  the  House  d6  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  I  desire  to  say  but  a  few 
^words  before  that  question  is  put. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  must  state  that  the 
motion  to  adjourn  is  not  debatable. 

Mr.  GROW.  But  I  should  like  to  know  how 
the  motion  to  adjourn  is  before  the  House.  I 
understood  the  gentleman  fVom  Indiana  to  have 
the  floor,  and  he  certainly  has  not  yielded  it  for 
the  purpose  of  allowing  the  motion  to  be  made. 

The  CLERK.  The  ffentleman  from  Kentucky 
[Mr.  Marshall]  maae  the  motion  before  he 


took  his  seat,  and  it  is  therefore  properly  before 
the  House. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  will  withdraw  the  mo- 
tion to  adjourn,  if  the  gentleman  from  Indiana 
desires  to  speak. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  I  think  the  time  of  the  House 
could  be  more  profitably  spent  than  in  the  ques- 
tioning and  cross-questioning  that  has  gone  on 
this  morning.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
and  other  gentlemen  upon  this  floor,  have  this 
morning  indulged  in  some  dark  and  vague  insin- 
uations as  to  the  character  of  the  gentleman  f^r 
whom  I  have  been  voting  for  St)eeucer  upon  this 
floor;  but  that  gentleman  on  this,  as  on  all  other 
occasions,  has  triumphantly  vindicated  himself 
from  the  insinuations;  like  true  gold,  the  more 
he  is  rubbed,  the  brighter  he  shines.  And,  sir, 
all  attacks  made  upon  his  character,  panoplied  as 
he  has  shown  himself  to  be  in  an  armor  of  recti- 
tude, will  fall  harmless  upon  his  unstained  es- 
cutcheon. Sir,  this  House  is  not  the  place  for 
the  investigation  of  idle  rumors  of  the  bar-room. 
Sir,  I  mignt  put  questions  to  certain  gentlemen 
upon  this  floor.  All  kinds  of  rumors  have  been 
current  in  th^  city.  I ,  too,  have  heard  idl«  i:umors, 
but  I  have  not  considered  this  the  place  foY  their 
investigation,  nor  did  I  consider  them  worthy  of 
serious  consideration,  and  I  have  not  therefore' 
noticed  them. 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  K.  MARSHALL.  I 
have  merely  to  say,  as  to  any  impressions  he 
may  have  received  of  me,  that  he  is  welcome  to 
ask  me  any  questions  he  may  choose,  either  as 
to  bar-room  rumors  or  any  otner  rumors. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  I  have  no  questions  to  ask 
the  gentleman,  nor  have  I  heard  any  rumors  in 
relation  to  him. 

Mr.  MILL  WARD.  I  desire  to  say,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  expression,  "  bar-room,**  which  the 
fentleman  makes  use  of,  that  the  room  to  which 
made  allusion  was  a  public  room  in  the  National 
Hotel. 

Mr.  COLFAX.    Let  me  make  my  meaning 

Flain.  I  have  no  questions  to  ask.  I  stated  that 
had  heard  rumors.  I  did  hear  a  rumor,  which 
1  did  not  believe,  in  reference  to  the  distinguished 
Representative  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Ful- 
ler,] for  whom  a  portion  of  the  members  on  this 
floor  have  been  voting;  but  I  did  not  feel  author- 
ized in  consciquence  to  rise  in  my  place  and  ask 
that  distinguished  gentleman  whether  these  idle 
rumors  floating  on  the  wind  were  or  were  not 
true. 

Mr.  FULLER,  of  Pennsylvania.  Do  I  under- 
stand that  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  entertains 
any  suspicions  as  to  the  honesty  of  my  course? 

Mr.  COLFAX.  None  at  all.  I  stated  that  I 
had  heard  an  idle  rumor,  but  that,  like  those 
made  against  Mr.  Banks,  it  was  not  worthy  of 
notice  in  this  Hall. 

A  Member.    What  was  it? 

Mr.  COLFAX.  I  did  hear  it  stated  that  the 
distinguished  member  from  Pennsylvania  had 
expressed  the  opinion  that  Mr.  Whitfield  was 
the  legajj^  elected  Delegate  from  the  Territory 
of  Kansas.  I  do  not  charge  it  upon  that  gentle- 
man. I  do  not  say  I  believe  it  is  true.  I  only 
state  that  there  was  an  idle  rumor  floating  about 
outside  the  Hall  to  that  eflfect,  showing  thereby 
that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  is  not  the 
only  one  whose  name  has  been  thus  used. 

Mr.  FULLER.  I  have  said  nothing.  I  know 
nothing  upon  the  subject  of  contested  elections 
that  would  prevent  me  from  examining  thc^fb 
most  fairly;  and  any  rumor  to  the  contrary  is 
utterly  false.  I  stigmatize  as  a  liar  any  man  who 
has  given  utterance  to  any  such  insinuation 
against  me. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  I  said  before  expressly,  as 
I  repeat  again,  that  I  believed  the  rumor  was 
untrue;  and  I  only  adduced  it  to  prove  how  use- 
less and  futile  were  all  these  questions  and  cross- 
questions.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  BanksJ  had,  as  well  as  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Fuller,]  heard  nothing  of 
these  rumors  before  they  had  expression  on  the 
floor  of  this  House.  They  receive  an  utter  denial 
from  them  both;  and  if  other  rumors  were  brought 
to  the  bar  of  this  House  for  their  adjudication, 
they  would  doubtless  all  of  them  be  proved  to  be 
without  the  least  foundation  in  truth.  And,  Mr. 
Clerk,  there  is  no  reason,  because  of  the  existence 
of  rumors  on  one  side  or  the  other,  that  the  bal- 
loting for  Speaker  should  be  suspended.    It  is  our 


duty  as  intelligent  citizens,  as  Representatives  of 
those  who  sent  us  here,  to  organiz^  the  -House* 
and ,  disregarding  all  rumors,  to  vote  m  accordance 
Mrith  our  convictions  of  what  is  right.  Let  us  take 
the  responsibility  for  our  votes.  We  are  not  re- 
sponsible for  our  votes  to  any  other  than  those 
who  sent  us  here,  and  at  that  tribunal  I  am  ready 
and  willing  to  answer  for  all  my  acts. 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  K.  MARSHALL  ob- 
tained the  floor. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  Have  I  not  the 
floor? 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky- 
has  the  floor.  He  yielded  it  to  the  gentleman, 
from  Indiana  [Mr.  Colfax]  for  ti^e  purpose  of 
explanation. 

Mr.  WHITFIELD.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  will  state 
that,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned  and  those  of  my 
friends  on  this  floor,  we  have  asked  pledges  at  the 
hands  of  nobody.  I  want  no  pledge.  I  stand  here 
on  my  rights,  and  place  my  entire  reliance  in  the 
justice  of  my  cause. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  renew,  Mr.  Clerk,  the 
proposition  which  I  made  and  withdrew  a  moment 
ago,  for  the  purpose  of  letting  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  [Mr.  Colfax]  explain,  that  the  House 
do  now  adjourn,  in  order  that  there  may  be  proper 
investigation  into  the  charges  which  have  beeu 
presented  to-day,  and  with  a  view,  too,  of  aflfbrd- 
mg  opportunity  for  the  investigation  of  other 
charges  which,  in  all  probability,  will  be  made, 
of  a  deeper  and  blacker  character.  I  have  no 
reference  to  any  reports  from  any  quarter.  I  do 
not  speak  of  the  floating  rumors  of  the  day.  I 
do  not  pretend  to  present  them  here  as  any  reason 
why  this  body  should  now  adjourn,  with  a  view 
to  their  investigation.  I  speak  and  I  refer  to 
charges  of  a  darker  character  than  any  which 
have  been  made.  They  have  been  made,  and  I 
trust  that  they  will  be  made  again,  and  that  they 
will  be  either  proved  or  disproved. 

Charges  of  this  kind,  sir,  are  nothing  new.  It 
is  no  new  thing  for  us  to  hear  of  proposition* 
having  come  from  some  qutrter  or  another  to 

gentlemen  on  this  floor,  and  prominently  on  this 
oor.  Has  the  House  forgotten  that  not  many 
days  ago,  the  honorable  gentlemKfi  from  Ohio, 
[Mr.  Campbell,]  in  declming  as  he  did,  most 
gracefully,  and  as  I  believe  most  properly,  any- 
further  contest  for  the  speakership  of  the  House, 
announced  here,  in  the  hearing  of  every  gentle- 
man now  present,  that  he  mignt,  perhaps,  have 
obtained  that  hij^h  position.  If  1  misquote  his 
words,  I  am  willing  to  stand  corrected.  He  an- 
nounced that  he  could  not  continue  that  contest 
with  hope  of  success,  without  pursuing  a  course 
which  would  have  degraded  him  in  his  own  esti- 
mation, and  rendered  nim  an  object  for  the  just 
contempt  of  his  fellow-citizens.  I  will  not  pre- 
tend to  ask  that  gentleman,  as  has  been  before 
done,  from  what  quarter  these  propositions  came. 
I  know  full  well  from  "\i6^here  tliey  came.  It  is 
palpable  to  every  member  of  this  House.  It 
reouires  no  great  eflibrt  on  the  part  of  anybody 
to  know  it.  It  has  been  distinctly,  but  I  think 
unnecessarily,  disavowed  by  the  Democratic 
party  of  the  House.  I  disavow  any  such  prop- 
>osition,  and  I  think  equally  without  necessity, 
in  behalf  of  that  party  with  which  it  has  been 
my  pride  to  act. 

Who  made  that  dishonorable  proposition,  that 
would  have  degraded  the  man  to  whom  it  was 
presented  and  equally  degi-ades  the  proposer? 
Who  made  it?  It  was  not  the  Democratic  party; 
it  was  not  the  American  party;  then  who  did 
make  it  ?  From  what  quarter  could  the  proposi- 
tions have  come  ?  Who  desired  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  [Mr.  Campbell]  should  give  up 
his  well-known  opinions  on  the  subject  of  sla- 
very ?  Nobody  could  have  asked  him  to  do  that, 
knowing  how  often  he  had  advocated  them  ond 
how  well  they  were  understood.  Who  desired 
him  to  give  up  his  opinions  of  Americanism? 
The  only  party  that  could  have  asked  him  that 
question  was  the  Democratic  party,  or  those  M^ho 
are  acting  in  bad  faith  with  tlie  American  party 
in  this  House — men  who  have  united  themselves 
to  that  party,  in  my  judgment,  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple and  with  the  same  motive  that  a  certain 
graceless  scagip  in  Kentucky  sought  a  matrimo- 
nial connection.  He  said,  when  rempnstraiod 
with,  that  he  wanted  to  marry  for  neither  money 
nor  love,  but  simply  that  he  might  disgrace  the 
family.   [Laughter.]  And  that  is  the  only  reason 
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why  there  are  men  in  this  House  who  have  at- 
tached themselves  to  the  American  organization, 
and  who  are  insisting  on  that  connection,  despite 
every  effort  on  our  part  to  divorce  ourselves 
entirelv  from  them. 

I  will  repeat  now,  for  the  satisfaction  of  my 
friend  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Colfax,]  that  I  have 
no  reference  to  rumors,  no  reference  to  the  ordi- 
nary floating  reports  of  the  day,  no  reference  to 
bar-room  conversations;  but  I  have  reference  to 
direct  charges  which  have .  been  madcr  which  I 
believe  will  oe  made  again,  and  of  which,  I  have 
no  doubt,  there  is  abdndant  proof — charees,  I 
repeat,  which  if  made  and'proved  here,  will  pre- 
vent any  honorable  man,  of  any  party,  from  con- 
tinuing to  give  his  vote  for  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Banks.]  I  renew  my  prop- 
osition to  adjourn. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  wish  to  say  a 
word  in  reply. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  Then  I  withdraw  the 
motion  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  had  no  idea 
of  saying  a  word,  but  the  remarks  which  I  sub- 
mitted when  I  withdrew  from  the  canvass  have 
been  repeatedly  adverted  to,  and  I  have  forborne 
>o  say  anything  by  way  of  explanation.  I  do  not 
now  propose  to  go  into  any  rurther  explanation 
than  18  absolutely  demanded  by  the  allusion  made 
to  them  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky. 

The  demand  which  has  been  made  on  me  is 
predicated  on  an  inference,  and  nothing  more.  I 
will  now  say,  in  reference  to  pledges,  as  to  the 
construction  of  committees,  tnat  no  member  of 
Congress  ever  approached  me  and  demanded  or 
exacted  a  pledge.  I  will  say,  further,  that  I  am 
glad  it  is  so;  for  otherwise  I  should  in  all  proba- 
bility have  committed  the  sin,  if  it  be  a  sin,  of 
kicking  out  of  my  room  any  member  who  dared 
to  so  approach  me. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  Mr.  Clerk,  if 
there  are  any  charges  which  can  be  made  and 
substantiatednere  against  the  honorable  and  dis- 
tinguished gentleman  for  whom  I  have  voted  so 
many  days,  I  should  like  to  have  them  made  now. 
The  gentleman  fiom  Kentucky  [Mr.  Alexander 
K.  Marshall]  says,  as  I  understand  him,  t^at 
there  are  charges  which  have  been  made,  and 
others  that  can  be  made.  Then  1  would  say  to 
him,  most  respectfully,  let  them  be  made  now. 
What  is  the  necessity  for  adjournment  ?  He  has 
not  stated,  I  apprehend,  that  there  are  charges 
which  may  be  made,  without  knowing  distinctly 
what  they  are,  and  by  whom  they  are  to  be  made. 

Sir,  is  it  wise,  is  it  well,  is  it  fitting  for  us  to 
adjourn  or  to  take  a  recess  upon  such  vague  state- 
ments as  he  has  made,  not  indicating  in  any  way 
what  the  charges  are  or  by  whom  they  may  be 
preferred  ?  Surely,  nothing  has  been  said  here, 
nothing  has  been  shown  here,  which  impeaches, 
in  the  slightest  degree,  the  honor  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Banks.]  The 
Sentlcman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Millward] 
id  state  that  some  propositions  had  been  made 
to  hira  by  a  colleague.  Those  propositions,  to  the 
extent  to  which  Hiey  were  underbtood  by  him, 
are  denied  by  that  colleague,  and  emphatically 
denied  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  so 
that  he  is  not  compromised  at  all  by  anything 
which  was  said  in  that  case.  And  so  in  regara 
to  every  specification  that  has  been  made.  An 
attempt  has  been  made  upon  the  other  side  to 
injure  and  embarrass  the  cause  of  the  ^ntleman 
from  Massachusetts  by  insinuating  or  intimating 
that  gentlemen  upon  this  side  of  the  House  have 
been  guilty  of  pairing  off  with  more  than  one 
memtjKgr  upon  tue  other  side;  and  you  see  how 
that  has  terminated.     It  was  all  a  mistake. 

Mr.  MILLWARD  (interrupting.)  '  I  deny 
that  it  has  been  denied  by  my  colleague  [Mr. 
PcarceI  that  the  conversation  which  1  related 
here  took  place  between  us.  He  has  not  denied 
it. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  understand  entirely 
^hat  took  place  between  the  gentleman  and  his 
colleague .  The  gentleman 's  colleague  stated  here , 
.  expressly  and  unqualifiedly,  that  he  made  no  such 
proposition  to  the  gentleman  as  he  has  stated. 
There  may  be  a  question  of  veracity  between 
them;  but  I  submit  that  notliing  has  been  proved, 
even  against  the  gentleman  on  my  right,  [Mr. 
pEARCE.j  At  any  rate,  Mr.  Banks  has  stated 
here  distinctly,  and  without  qualification  or  reser- 
vation, that  he  has  given  no  authority  for  any 


such  proposition  to  any  member  of  this  House, 
and  I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  gentleman  here, 
no,  not  one,  who,  in  his  heart  of  hearts,  doubts 
the  entire  truth  o€  what  has  been  said  by  Mr. 
Banks,  or  doubts  that  he  has  come  out  of  this 
controversy,  as  he  will  out  of  aU  controversies  in 
this  House,  without  any  stain  or  blemish  upon 
his  garments. 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  K.  MARSHALL.  I  have 
not  thought  proper  to  make  directly  any  charges 
here.  I  am  no  lawyer;  but  when  I  make  a  case 
at  all  I  will  do  it  completely,  and  I  do  not  choose 
to  make  a  case  now,  nor  will  I  hereafter  unless  I 
shall  be  able  to  establish  the  facts  which  I  shall 
bring  forward.  I  am  not  able  to  state  positively 
whether  I  shall  be  able  to  do  so  or  not;  but,  if 
certain  gentlemen  upon  this  floor  will  stand  up 
squarely  to  what  they  have  told  me,  I  will  prove  to 
the  satisfaction  of  every  member  here  all  I  shall 
•charge,  not  upon  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  Banks]  himself,  but  upon  those  who 
are  advocating  his  cause  in  this  House,  and  who 
profess— as  did  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
[Mr.  Pearce] — to  be  acting  by  his  authority. 

But,  independent  of  anything  that  may  be  be- 
hind, there  is  a  charge  which  lias  already  been 
made  before  this  House,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  has  given  assurances  to  the  Penn- 
sylvania delegation  that  he  wiU  waive  his  own 
ideas  of  the  true  policy  of  the  country  upon  cer- 
tain subjects,  if  tney  will-support  him. 

Mr.  &ROW.  I  should  like  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  to  say  who  stated  that  tue  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  had  given  any  such 
assurances. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  asked  the  question,  and 
your  colleague  replied  in  the  aflirmative. 

Mr.  GROW.  Which  colleague  ?  I  have  not 
heard  any  such  statement. 

Mc  MJLRSHALL.  Then  you  were  not  list- 
ening. 

Mr.  GROW.  Yes,  sir,  I  have  been  listening 
to  the  whole  of  this  dliscussion. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  If  there  is  any  disposi- 
tion to  hear  the  charge  made,  I  will  msuce  it  my- 
self, because  I  heard  the  conversation  between  a 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 

Mr.  GROW,  (interrupting.)  What  I  under- 
stood my  colleague  to  say  was,  that  he  was  satis- 
fied to  leave  the  question  with  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  relying  upon  him  as  a  gentleipan 
of  integrit}^. and  that  he  never  had  any  assurances 
from  that  ^ntleman. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  You  happen  to  have  two 
colleagues  from  Pennsylvania;  one  of  them  is 
perfectly  willing  to  leave  the  matter  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  but  the  other  is  not 
quite  willin^to  trust  the  matter  there. 

Mr.  GROW.  Then  I  suppose  he  has  an  as- 
surance on  the  subject. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
not  try  to  turn  me  back. 

The  CLERK.  The  time  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  has  expired. 

Mr.  KU^KKEL.  I  nave  only  a  fe'^^ords  to 
say.  This  particular  branch  of  thflMubject, 
after  these  peraonal  explanatioqs  and  difiiculties 
are  out  of  the  way,  involves,  as  it  has  been  put, 
to  some  extent  the  honor  of  the  gentleman  trom 
Massachusetts;  and  certainly  the  honor  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania;  because  I  hold  that  it 
would  be  as  dishonorable  for  the  delegation  from 
that  State  to  ask  pledges  from  the  gentleman  from 
Missachusetts  upon  the  question  of  protection  to 
its  industry  or  any  other  interest  a^for  that  gen- 
tleman to  give  them. 

The  charge  made  here  is,  that  the  Pennsylvania 
delegation  asked  and  received  pledges  at  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Banks  in  relation  to  the  question 
of  protection.  That  is  the  charge.  Very  well, 
sir.  Now  I  will  state  all  that  occurred  in  regard 
to  the  matter. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Pennsylvania.  Do  not  in- 
volve me  in  it. 

Mr.  KUNKEL.  Oh ,  I  do  not  refer  to  my  col- 
league from  the  Berks  district.  The  charge  affects 
only  the  sixteen  or  seventeen  gentlemen  from 
Pennsylvania  who  have  been  voting  for  Mr. 
Banks.  A  number  of  us  were  told  some  six  or 
eight  days  ago,  by  a  distinguished  gentleman  of 
the  present  Congress,  not  a  member  of  this 
House,  that  Mr.  Banki  stood  pledged  to  certain 
interests  in  the  State  of  New  York,  against  the 
interests  of  Pennsylvania,  and  pledged  to  consti- 


tute the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  with 
some  reference  to  those  interests  in  the  State  of 
New  York.  My  'colleague  from  Schuylkill 
coimty  I^Mr.  Campbell]  and  mysalf  ventured 
the  opimon  that -it  was  utterly  untrue.  Never- 
theless we  went  to  Mr.  Banks,  taking  with  us  a 
gentleman  from  the  Slate  of  New  York,  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  and  asked  him  the  question, 
whether  any  such  pledge  or  assurance  had  been 
given?  He  responded  that  no  such  pledge  or 
assurance  had  been  given  by  him,  or  by  anybody 
for  him,  and  that  he  stood  perfectly  free  and  un- 
trammeled  on  that  question.  We  asked  no  pledge 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  and  we 
have  no  iassurance  except  that  which  results  from 
the  confidence  we  have  reposed  in  him,  and  the 
knowledge  that  our  interests  deserve  to  be  pro- 
tected 

Mr.'sMITH,  of  Virginia.  Mr.  Clerk,  what  a 
scene  we  are  "^tnessing !  Grave  charges  made- 
before  the  country,  and  ^ntlemen  shrinKing  from 
meeting  them!  A  distinguished  member  from 
Kentucky  rises  in  his  place,  and  states  that  in 
case  of  an  adjournment  he  will  be  able  to  determ-^ 
ine  whether  or  not  certain  charges  may  be  made; 
and  the  friends  of  the  gentleman  implicated  are 
interposing,  and  interposing  with  all  tlieir  might,' 
to  prevent  the  time  oeiug  allowed  which  is  re- 
quired for  the  purpose  of  determining  upon  our 
course  of  action.  In  other  woi^ds,  the  examina- 
tion that  is  suggested  is  resisted  by  those  whom 
it  is  likely  to  idujct.  / 

Many  Members.    Not  at  all. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  can  only  say  that  it  is  so  un- 
derstood. If  they  are  willing  to  refuse  the  few 
hours  asked  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
for  this  examination  of  their  own  proceedings, 
let  them  do  it  with  all  the  responsibility  con- 
nected with  it. 

But,  sir,  what  is  the  fact  in  reference  to  the 
case  that  has  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
House?  The  fact  is,  that  one  member  upon 
this  floor  went  to  another  to  ask  him  if  he  nad 
£iny  particular  objection  to  being  chairman  of  a 
particular  committee,  and  also  whether  he  had 
any  particular  objection  to  voting  ^or  Mr.  Banks. 
You  all  know  what  the  answer  was.  The  fact  is 
unmbstakable  that  a  proposition  was  made  to  the 
gentleman  to  vote  for  Mr.  Banks;  and  he  was 
asked  at  the  same  time  whether  he  was  willing 
to  be  chairman  of  a  particular  committee.  I  am 
not  goins  into  this  subject  at  length,  but  it  is 
gravely  alleged  that  lime  will  develop  import- 
ant matters  in  relation  to  the  efforts  to  organ- 
ize this  House,  if  an  adjournment  be  permitted. 
Will  it  be  denied?  I  thmk  those  who  are  inter- 
ested in  it  ought  to  be  the  last  to  deny  it.  But 
we  have  here  some  curious  instances  of  special 
pleading.  The  gentlemen  from  Pennsylvania  all 
at  once  find  out  that  the  committee  affecting  their 
interests  will  be  formed  so  as  to  suit  their  pur- 
poses, because  the  gentleman  for  whom  they  are 
voting  is  a  man  of  high  character.  Of  all  rea- 
sons ever  alleged  for  constituting  a  committee, 
that  is  the  most  remarkablo.  I  should  like  to 
inouire  how  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
[Mr.  Kunkel]  knows  that  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Banks]  would  abandon  his 
ancient  opinions — ^which  are  well  known-^-for 
the  purpose  of  protecting  the  particular  interest 
of  Pennsylvania? 

Anji  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  has  undertaken 
to  explain  the  remarks  which  he  made  some 
days  ago  upon  three  subjects  :  his  opinions  as 
to  the  subject  of  slavery ;  his  opinions  as  to  Amer- 
icanism; and  as  to  the  structure  of  the  commit- 
tees, lie  confines  himself  to  the  committees,  and 
says  that  no  member  of  Congress  has  proposed 
to  him  to  form  the  committees  upon  any  particu- 
lar basis.  •*  No  member  of  Congress, "  he  says, 
most  emphatically.  Then,  sir,  the  proposiuon 
came  from  those  outside  of  Congress.  That  con- 
clusion follows  as  a  matter  of  course,  for  that 
gentleman  weighs  well  his  words,  and  understands 
what  he  says.  When  he  says  that  propositions 
were  made  to  him  to  construct  the  committees, 
which  would  involve  his  own  self-respect 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio,  (interrupting.) 
The  gentleman  from  Vii^inia  does  not  quote  my 
language  correctly,  and  therefore  I  cannot  re- 
spond. If  the  gentleman  will  look  back  to  the 
records,  he  will  ^nd  what  I  did  say. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  should  Uke  to  have  the  re- 
marks  of  the  gentleman.  But  the  gentleman  said 
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if  he  was  required  to  ^Te  up  his  notion  of  sla- 
very- 
Mr.  CAMPBELL.    The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia is  stiH  incorrect. 

Mr.  SMITH.    I  will  only  say  that  I  will  have 
the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  here  to-morrow.  I 
move  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 
[Cries  of  "No,  no!"and  "  Call  the  roll  I'M 
Mr.  GROW.     I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia to  withdraw  his  motion  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  cannot  do  it,  as  I  had  prom- 
ised to  move  to  adjourn  at  the  conclusion  of  my 
remarks. 

Mr.  GROW.  Then  I  hope  the  motion  will  be 
voted  down. 

Tdlers  were  called  for  and  ordered,  whereupon 
Messrs.  Wheeler  emd  Thorinoton  were  ap- 
pointed. 

The  House  was  then  divided,  and  the  'tellers 
reported — ayes  67,  noes  90. 
So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  I  now  desire  the 
attention  of  the  House  for  a  moment,  in  relation 
to  what  was  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Campbell]  the  other  day.  The  House  will 
understand,  from  the  remarks  which  I  have  al- 
ready submitted,  and  from  what  w;as  said  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  that  there  is  some  misun- 
derstanding between  us;  and  with  a  view  to  avoid 
all  possible  mistake  I  have  sent  for  the  report  of 
the  gentleman's  remarks,  and  I  will  read  them. 
He  says: 

"  I  find,  throuxh  the  pactiBlity  offVieiidB,  that  I  have  re- 
ceived, in  Bix  of  those  votes,  a  higher  number  than  any 
other  candidate  before^  the  House ;  and  in  all  the  votes^  a 
greater  number  than  any  other  candidate  of  the  opposition 
to  the  Administration.  Yet,  air,  it  is  obvious  to  me  that  it 
is  impossible  for  my  fViends  to  succeed,  unless  I  can  per- 
form one  of  three  conditions  :  to  repudiate  my  well-known 
principles  in  reference  to  slavery ;  my  views  on  American- 
ism ;  or  in  some  way,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  make  pledges 
with  regard  to  the  forming  of  conynittees  which  will 
amount  to  a  sacrifice  of  my  self-respect,  and  make  me,  in 
my  opinion,  a  fit  object  for  public  contempt. 

*<  under  these  circumstances,  and  feeling  that  the  inter- 
ests of  the  country  require  an  organization,  and  regard- 
ing those  imerests  as  paramount  to  every  other  conslder- 
atu>n,  I  withdraw  m^  name  ftom  the  canvass.  And  in 
taking  my  seat,4  desu-e  to  return  to  the  friends  who  have 
shown  so  much  ndefity  to  me,  my  sincere  gratitude,  and 
my  thanks  to  my  political  opponents  who  have  given  me 
evidences  of  their  peraonal  regard.  My  name  is  with- 
drawn." 

That  is  what  was  said  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio.  He  now  says  to  the  House 
that  no  member  of  this  House  has  made  to  him 
any  such  suggestion  as  is  referred  to  by  him  in 
relation  to  tne  formation  of  committees.  We 
can,  then,  come  to  no  other  conclusion  than  that 
such  suggestions  w^re  made  by  those  outside  of 
this  Hall;  and  the  consequence  is,  that  the  policy 
upon  which  the  committees  are  to  bo  formed  is 
to  be  shaped  and  urged  upon  members  through 
outside  dictation.  It  is  in  that  way  that  the  hon- 
orable gentlemen  from  Pennsylvania^-directly 
interested  in  the  iron  business — are  to  be  made 
satisfied  in  relation  to  this  matter.  It  is  in  this 
way  that  the  operations  which  have  been  referred 
to  here  have  been  carried  on.  Ltet  the  matter  be 
investigated  seriatim. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Pennsylvania.  WiU  the 
gentleman  fVom  Virginia  [IVlr.  Smith]  allow  me 
to  say  that  I  hope  he  will  not  intimate  that  such 
outside  influences  have  been  brought  to  bear  on 
my  colleague  from  Pennsylvania  ? 

Mr.  SMITH.  Mr.  Clerk,  it  is  idle^  talk  in 
this  way.    Tliere  is  a  gentleman,  sir, 

Mr.  MACE,  (interrupting.)  I  rise  to  a  point 
of  order. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana 
will  please  state  his  point  of  order. 

Mr.  MACE.  My  point  of  order  is  this,  that 
there  is  nothing  before  ihe  House,  and  all  this 
discussion  is  out  of  order.  [Loud  cries  of  "  Call 
the  roll!"] 

The  CLERK.  •  The  Clerk  thinks  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  [Mr.  Mace]  is  right  in  his 
?oint  of  order,  there  being  no  question  before  the 
louse.  But  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Smith]  has  nearly  spoken  out  his  ten  minutes,  as 
it  is. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  know,  sir;  but -I  have  been 
so  much  interrupted,  that  I  was  unable  to  con- 
clude what  I  had  to  say. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Viipnia 
can  only  proceed  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  SMITH.    1  repeat,  sir, 


Mr.  SAGE,  (interrupting.)  We  object  to 
your  repeating. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Allow  me,  sir,  to  occupy  my 
own  position. 

Mr.  SAGE.    You  have  had  your  ten  minutes. 

Mr.  SMITH.    I  have  not  h'ad  my  ten  minutes. 

The  CLERK.    Within  one  or  two  minutes. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  know;  but  I  shall  not  lose 
the  time,  of  course,  where  I  was  interrupted. 
[Loud  cries  of  *•  Call  the  roll!"] 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  Smith]  will  please  remember  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  [Mr.  Mace]  has  raised  a 
point  of  order,  which  the  Clerk  thinks  is  properly 
taken^that  there  being  no  question  before  the 
House,  discussion  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Is  that  point  of  order  pressed, 
or  is  it  not? 

The  CLERK.  The  point  of  ordfer  being 
raised,  the  Clerk  stated  that  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  cannot  proceed  without  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  House. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  The  election  of  a  Speaker 
is  the  question  before  the  House,  and  debate  is 
in  order  upon  it  for  ten  minutes  each. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  rule  adopted  the  other 
day  does  not  allow  a  member  to  speak  more  than 
once  on  the  same  question. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  That  is  where  another 
gentleman  claims  the  floor.  But  here  no  person 
claims  the  floor  from  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia. 

Mr.  MACE.  My  point  of  order  is  that  there 
is  no  subject  before  the  House. 

Mr.  PAINE.  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  making 
a  personal  explanation.  I  find  myself,  Mr.  Clerk, 
placed  in  a  position  where  I  must  take  care  of  my 
words,  for  1  see,  from  what  I  have  heard  since  1 
have  been  here,  that  it  is  necessary  for  every  gen- 
tleman to  be  exceedingly  cautious,  not  only  as  to 
the  sentiments  which  he  utters,  but  also  that  those 
sentiments  shall  be  correctly  reported. 

Sirj  I  find  myself  partially  misrepresented  this 
morning  in  the  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
House  of  Representatives.  This  misrepresenta- 
tion first  comes  to  me  in  the  columns  of  the  Intel- 
ligencer. Out  of  great  respect  for  the  venerable 
gentlemen  who  edit  that  ]>aper,  I  would  have 
allowed  it  to  pass  by  unnoticed,  had  I  not  found 
it  also  in  the  columns  of  the  Globe.  I  believe 
th^se  venerable  gentlemen  are  capable  of  giving 
me  good  advice,  and  when  they  reprint  me  here 
as  uttering  sentiments,  I  take  it  roi^ranted  that 
they  have  bi|t  come  to  the  conclusion  that  these 
'were  the  sentiments  which  I  ought  to  have 
uttered.  [Laughter.]  But,  sir,  I  am  extremely 
anxious  to  preserve,  as  long  as  I  shall  remain 
here,  the  character  of  an  independent  Representa- 
tive, and  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  tnat  char- 
acter, I  have  arisen  to  correct  this  misrepresentar 
tion. 

In  the  few  remarks  which  I  had  the  honor  to 
submit  on  the  resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  [Mr.  Stephens]  yesterdaY9  on  the 
motioi^B  lay  that  resolution  on  the  table,  I  rose 
for  the^n'pose  of  removing  any  appearance  of 
inconsistency  on  my  part,  and  stated  that  I  should 
vote  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  but  that  that 
vot^  should  not  commit  mea^nstthe  resolution 
or  express  my  opinion  upon  it,  as  it  was  with  me 
only  a  matter  of  .time,  sir,  as  soon  as  that  reso- 
lution was  offered — although  we  were  not  told 
why  we  were  to  devote  ourselves  even  unto  death 
for  the  election  of  a  Speaker — the  gentleman  fiSn 
Georgia  hoisted  the  banner  over  us,  and  inscribed 
on  it  as  a  motto — **Dulce  et  decorum  ett  pro  patria 
mori;**  and  I  was  willing  to  fight  that  matter  to 
the  death.  [Laughter.]  I  therefore  desired  an 
opportunity  of  preparing  myself  for  the  occasion; 
and  I  required  not  only  to  take  counsel  with  my 
family  and  friends  in  tnis  city,  buti  reouiredalso 
to  take  leave  of  them.  I  wish  it«to  oe  under- 
stood here  that  I  take  counsel  with  no  one  out  of 
doors  as  to  how  I  am  to  vote  in  this  House.  I 
admit,  sir,  that  I  wished  for  certain  counsel  at  the 
time,  but  it  was  not  for  advice  as  to  how  I  should 
vote,  but  that  I  might  prepare  myself  for  that 
final  act,  for  I  had  not  made  my  will;  and  I  did  not 
want  to  defer  doing  so  till  the  moment  when  I 
should  be  in  uriieuto  morti$, 

Mr.  CUMBACK,  (interrupting.)  I  object 
that  the  honorable  s^entleman,  who  is  so  intense 
an  American,  should  deal  so  proAisely  in  foreign 
languages.    [Laughter.] 


Mr.  PAINE,  (continuing.)  I  beg,  therefore, 
to  be  set  right  on  this  point,  and  to  say  that  it 
was  not  to  take  counsel  with  my  family  and 
friends  as  to  how  I  should  vote  that  I  wasted 
time,  but  simply  that  I  might  take  leave  of  them. 
[Loud  cries  of  ••  CaU  the  roll!"] 

Mr,  SMITH,  of^Vir^nia.  I  was  put  into  mj 
seat,  sir,  under  a  question  of  order;  and  not  for 
the  purpose  of  allowing  the  gentleman  to  go  into 
a  discussion. 

The  CLERK.  Tjie  genUeman  from  North 
Carolina  [Mr.  Paine]  rose  to  a  personal  explana- 
tion. 

Mr.  SMITH.    And  not  to  the  point  of  order? 

The  CLERK.    No,  sir. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Then,  I  suppose  the  point  of 
order  has  been  abandoned.  Am  I  right  i  [Load 
cries  of  "  Call  the  roll ! "   "  Let  us  have  a  vote !"] 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  understand  that  the  ques- 
tion of  order  raised  upon  my  colleague  Mr. 
Smith]  by  the  gentleman  from  Lidiana  [Mr. 
Mace]  was  this:  that  there  was  no  subject  be- 
fore the  House,  cmd  that,  therefore,  my  colleague 
was  out  of  order.  Do  I  understand  the  Clerk  u 
having  entertained  the  point  of  order  as  raisedbj 
thej^ntleman  from  Indiana  ? 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  did  so  entertain  it, 
there  being  no  question  before  the  House  at  the 
time  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  was' speaking. 
Bnt  till  the  objection  was  made,  the  Clerk  did 
not  conceive  it  to  be  in  his  power  to  make  any 
objection.  The  gentleman,  however,  [Mr.  Smith,] 
had  spoken  out  his  entire  ten  minutes,  within 
two  minutes,  when  the  point  of  order  was  raised. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  i  desire  that  this  question 
of  order  shall  be  advisedly  and  correctly  disposed 
of.  I  assure  the  House  that  I  am  not  desirous 
of  consuming  the  time  of  the  House  unnecessa- 
rily; but  if  a  gentleman  raises  the  point  of  order, 
and  if  the  Clerk  entertains  that  proposition,  that 
it  is  out  of  order  for  a  gentleman  to  speak  en  the 
question  which  is  before  the  House,  to  wit,  the 
election  of  a  Speaker,  I  shall  take  ah  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  the  Clerk.  Does  the  gentleman 
[Mr.  Mace]  insist  on  his  point  of  order?  [Loud 
cries  of  **  Call  the  roll ! "  "  Let  us  have  a  vote!'] 
If  the  gentleman  has  abandoned  his  point  of 
o^der,  I  am^Iad  to  hear  it. 

Mr.  MACE.  No,  sir,  I  have  not  ^abandoned 
it;  I  insist  upon  it. 

The  CLEkK  commenced  to  call  the  roll. 

Mr.  McMULLIN,  (interrupting.)  It  is  due 
to  the  character  of  the  House  that  this  subject 
be  acted  on  advisedly  and  understandingly.  If 
the  gentleman  fVom  Indiana  has  abandoned  his 
question  of  order,  then  I  have  nothing  to  say. 

The  CLERK.  There  being  no  question  be- 
fore the  House  when  the  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana raised  his  Question,  the  Clerk  decided  that 
the  question  of  order  was  well  taken,  but  it 
having  passed  away  from  the  notice  of  the  House, 
he  thinks  it  is  now  too  late  to  raise  it  a^iu. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  I  think'the  ques- 
tion is  a  very  simple  one.  We  are  engaged  upon 
the  subject  of  the  election  of  a  Speaker,  and  I 
think  that  members  have  the  right  to  speak  in 
order,  for  ten'minutes,  upon  any  matter  bearing 
upon  that  subject.  It  seems  to  me  that  is  the 
question  fairly  before  the  House,  and  that  we 
have  the  right  to  discuss  it  under  the  rules  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  MACE.  If  the  subject  of  the  election  of 
Speaker  is  legitimately  and  fairly  before  the 
House  as  a  question  to  be  discussed  and  stated, 
I  beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  move  the  previous 
question.     [Laughter,  and  cries  of  **  GoddV] 

Mr.  SMITH.    I  have  the  floor. 

Mr.  EDIE.  I  object  to  discussion  unless  it  is 
in  order. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  now  pass  from 
the  discussion  of  the  point  of  order,  and  come 
directly  to  the  subject  on  which  we  arc  engaged. 
Surely  it  is  competent  for  us  to  discuss  matters 
connected  with  the  election  of  Speaker,  which  is 
the  buiiness  of  the  House.  * 

Mr.  HUGHSTON.  I  object  to  ariy  discussion 
that  is  not  in  order. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  must  say  that,  inas- 
much as  objection  is  made  to  any  discussion, 
there  being  no  question  before  the  House  upon 
which  discussion  can  legitimately  arise,  in  hia 
opinion  the  objection  must  be  sustained^  and  the 
gentleman  firom  Virginia  ruled  out  orf  order. 
[Loud  cries  of  "  Call  tKe  roll !"]' 
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The  House  then  proceeded  to  vote  the  seventy- 
first  time  for  Speaker,  with  the  following  result: 
>A^hole  number  of  votes,  211;  necessary  to  a 
choice,  106;  of  which— 

Nsthuiiel  I*.  Banks  received 103 

William  A.  RicbardsoD 67 

Hemy  M.  FuUer 31 

Alexander  C.  M.  Penningtoo 3 

Benjamin  F.  Loiter 1 

James  L.  Orr ^    1 

John  Scott  Harrison 1 

John  Willianifl 1 

Alexander  K.  MaraboU 1 

Nathaniel  G.  Foster 1 

Uiram  Warner.... 1 

So  there  was  no  choice.    - 

The  folloMring  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  BoiiJb— Mesfrs.  Albright,  Allisoil^  Ball,  Bartxmr, 
fl«uy  Bennett,  Benson,  BiiUngburst,  Bingham,  Bishop, 
BUm,  Bradahaw^  Brenton,Buffinfton,  Burlingame,  James  U. 
Campbell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Obanee,  Ezra  Clark.  Claw- 
son,  Colfax,  Comins,  Cragin,  Uomback,  Damrell,  Timothy 
Davis,  Day,  Dean.  De  Witt,  Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd,  Durfbe, 
Edie,  Edwards,  Emrie,  Flagler,  Gallowav,  Giddings,  Gil- 
bert, Granger,  Grow.  Bobert  B.  Hall,  Harlan,  Uolloway, 
Tliofnas  &.  Horton,  Valentine  B.  Horton,  Howard,  Hughs- 
ton,  Ki^,  Knapp,  Knight,  Knowlton,  Knox,  Kunkcl, 
Letter,  Mace,  Matteson,  McCarty,  Meacbam,  Kilhan  Miller, 
Mocfan,  Morrill,  Mott,  Murray,  Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew 
Oliver,  Parker,  Pearcc,  Pelt<m,  Pennini^n,  Perry,  Peitit, 
Pike,  Pringle,  Purviance,  Ritdiie,  fiobison,  Sabin,  Sage, 
Sapp.  Siraimoali,  Spinner,  Stanton,  Stranahan,  Tappan, 
Thoffington,  Thurston,  Todd,  Trafton,  Tyson,  Wade, 
Wakeman.  Walbridge,  Waldron,  Cadwalader  C.  Wash- 
borne,  Elhhu  B.  Washbume.  Israel  Washburn,  Watsoo« 
Welch,  Wood,  WoodrulT  and  Woodworth. 

JPcrr  Jfr.  Riehardaon—Memn,  Aiken,  Allen,  Barksdale, 
BcU,  Henry  8.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce,  Brooks, 
CadiralBder,  Caruthers,  Caskie,  Clingman,  Howell  Cobb, 
Williamson R.  W.Cobb,  Craige, Crawford,  Davidson,  Den- 
ver, Dowdeli,  Edmundson,  Elliott.  English,  Faulkner,  Flor- 
eace,  Thomas  J.D.  Fuller,  Groode, Greenwood,  Augustus 
Hall,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomas  L.  Harris,  Herbert, 
Qoviston,  George  W.  Jones.  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Kelly.  KidweU, 
Letcher,  Lumpkin^  Samuel  S.  Marshall,  Maxwell^  McMul- 
lia^BlcClueen,  Smith  Miller,  MiMson,  Mordecat  Ohver,  Orr, 
Peek,  Powell,  Quitman,  RuAn,  Rust.  Sandidge,  Savage, 
Saward,  Shorter,  Samuel  A.  Smitn,  William  Smith, 
Stephens,  Stewart,  Taylor,  Vail,  Warner,  Watkins,  Wells, 
Wtns]ow,and  John  V.  Wririit. 

.fW  Jfr.  FxiUer—Mf»an.  Broom,  John  P.  Campbell,  Car- 
Hie,  Cox,  Cullen,  Henr^  Winter  Davis,  Etheridge,  Eustis, 
Foster,  J.  Morrison  Hanw.  Kennett,  Lake,  Lindley,  Alexan- 
der K.  Marshall,  Humphrey  MatBhall,  Millward,  Paine, 
Porter,  Puryear,Reade,  Ready,  Rivers,  William  R.  Smith, 
Sueed,  Swope,  Trippe,  Underwood,  Valk,  Walker,  Whit- 
ney, and  Zollicoffer. 

For  Mr.  Pennington— Meson.  Harrison,  Moore,  and 
Scott. 

Ihr  Mr.  LeUer — Mr.  Dunn. 

f\fr  Mr.  Orr— Mr.  Evans. 

For  Mr.  Harrimm— Mr.  Haven. 

f\tT  Mr.  FHUumw— Mr.  Wheeler. 

JFoT  Mr.  Warner— -Mr.  Richardson. 

for  Mr.  MankalL-Baiyaxd  Clark. 

For  Mr.  Fbattr—Henry  M.  Fuller. 

Mr.  READE.  For  the  first  time  I  find  myself 
compelled  to  difi*er  from  my  frieild  from  North 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Paine.]  He  says  he  never  con- 
sults anybody  out  of  the  House  as  to  his  cpnduct, 
not  even  his  wife.  Now,  I  attribute  the  distin- 
guished proprietv  of  my  conduct  here  and  else- 
where riaugnter J  to  the  fact  that  I  always  consult 
my  wife;  and  such  is  Ihe  confidence  I  have  in 
the  ladies  generally,  that  I  should  be  willing  that 
those  ladies  should  select  the  Speaker,  if  it  were 
not  that  I  am  t<to  young  a  man  to  occupy  the 
chair.  [Laughter.]  Now,  in  ordei^to  give  those 
who  have  wives  an  opportunity  to  consult  them, 
and  those  who  have  not,  an  opportunity  to  hunt 
them,  [a  laugh,]  I  would  move  that  the  House 
do  now  adjourn,  out  adjournments  are  out  of  fash- 
ion, and  so  are  recesses.  To  accomplish  my  pur- 
pose, therefore,  I  move  that  we  take  an  intermis- 
sion until  to-morrow  at  twelve  o'clock, meridian. 

A  Member.    Why  not  move  an  adjournment  ? 

Mr.  READE.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adiotim. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  ask  for  tellers  upon 
ihe  motion. 

Tellers  were  ordered ;  and  Messrs.  Morgan  and 
Vail  were  appointed. 

The  qaesuon  was  put,  and  the  tellers  reported — 
ayei  69,  noes  97. 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and 
oayii. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  ad- 

i'ourn;  and  it  was  disagreed  t(^— yeas  92,  nays 
16;  as  follows: 

TEAS — Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barksdale,  Bell,  Henry  S. 
BeoJMtt,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce,  Brooks,Cad\valader,  John 
P.  Cainpbell,  CarlUe,  Caruthers,  Caskie,  Clin^an,  Howell 
Cobb,  Cox,  Craige,  Crawlbrd,  Cullen,  Davidi>on,  Henry 
Winter  Davis,  Denver,  DowdeU,  Edmundson,  Elliott,  En^ 
liih,  Etheridge,  Eustis,  Evans,  Florence,  Fostf^,  Henry  M. 
Fuller,  Goode,  Greenwood,  Augustus  HtU,  J.  Moiriaon 


Harris,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomas  L.  Harris,  Haven, 
Herbert,  Houston,  George W.  Jones, Kennett, Hake,  Letch- 
er, Lindley.  Lumpkin,  Alexander  K.  Marshall,  Humphrey 
Marshall,  Samuel  S.  Marshall,  Maxwell,  McMullin,  Mc- 
Queen, Smith  Miller,  Millward,  Mordecai  Oliver.  Orr, 
Paine,  Peck,  Porter,  Powell,  Puryear,  Quitman,  Reade, 
Ready,  Richardson,  Rivers,  Ruffin,  Bust,  Savage,  Scott, 
Seward.  Shorter,  Samuel  A.  Smith,William  Smith,WiUiam 
R.  Smitn,  Sneed,  Stewart,  Swope,  Taylor^Trippe,  Under- 
wood, Valk,  Walker,  Warner,  Watkins,  Wheeler,  Wbit- 
nev,  Winslow,  John  V.  Wright,  and  ZoUicoflfer— 92. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Albright,  Allison,  Ball,  Barbour,  Henry 
Bennett,  Benson,  BiUinghurst,  Bingham,  Bishop,  Bliss, 
Brad«lA«U;Brenton,  Broom,  Bumngton,  Burlingame,  James 
H.  Campbell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Chaffee,  Ezra  Clark, 
Clawgou,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  CoUhx,  Comins,  Cmnn, 
Cumback.  Damrell,  Timothy  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  De  Witt, 
Dick.  DicKson,  Dodd,  Dunn,  i)urfee,'Edie,  Edwards,  Emrie, 
Faulkner.  Plainer,  Thomas  J.  D.  Puller.  Galloway,  Gid- 
dings, Gilnert,  Granger,  Grow  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan,  Har- 
rison, Holloway,  Thomas  R..  Horton,  Valentine  B.  Horton, 
Howard.  Hughston,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Kelly,  King,  Knapp, 
Knight,  Knowlton,  Knox.  Kunkcl,  Leiter,  Mace,  Matteson, 
McCarty,  Meacham,  KUIian  Miller,  Millson,  Moore,  Mor- 
gan, Morrill,  Mott,  Murray,  Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew  UU- 
ver,  Parker,  Pearce,  Pelton,  Penninvton,  Perry,  Pettit, 
Pike.  Pringle,  Purviance,  Ritchie,  Robison,  Sabin,  Sage, 
Sandidge,  Sapp,  Simmons,  Spinner,  Stanton,  Stephens, 
Stranahan,  Tappan,  Thorington,  Thurston,  Toad,  Trafton, 
Tyson,  Vail,  Wade,  Wakeman,  Walbridge,  Waldron,  Cad- 
walader C.  Washbume,  EUihu  B.  Washburne,  Israel 
Washburn.  Watson,  Welch,  Wood,  Woodruff,  and  Wood- 
worth^lld. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

[Cries  of  "  Call  the  roll !"  "  Go  on  with  the 
vote!"] 

The  House  proceeded  to  vote  the  seventy- 
second  time  for  Speaker,  with  the  following 
result:  Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  311 ;  neces- 
sary to  a  choice,  106;  of  which — 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks  received 103 

WiOiam  A.  Richardson 67 

Henry  M.  Fuller i 31 

Alexander  C.  M.  Pennington 3 

James  L.  Orr 1 

JamaaL.  Seward 1 

Nathaniel  G.  Foster 1 

Alexander  K.  Marshall I 

John  Scott  Harrison 1 

Benjamin  F.  Leiter • C     1 

John  WiUiam 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail:      « 

For  Mr.  BonJbt— Messrs.  Albright,  Allison,  Ball,  Barbour, 
Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  BiUinghurst,  Bingham,  Bishop, 
Bliss.  Bradshaw,  Brenton,  Buffington,  Burlingame,  James 
H.  Cfampbeil,  Lewis  D.  Canipbell,  Chaffee,  Ezra  Clark, 
Clawson,  Colfhx,  Comins,  Cragin,  Cumback,  Damrell, 
Timothy  Davis,  Day.  Dean,  De  Witt,  Dick,  Dickson, 
Dodd,  Durffee,  Edie,  Edwards,  Emrie,  flagler,  Galloway, 
Giddinffs,  Gilbert,  Oruiger,  Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan, 
HoUoway,  Thomas  R.  Horton,  Valentine  B.  Horton,  How- 
ard, Hughston;  King,  Knapp,  Knight,  Knowlton,  Knox, 
Kunkel,  Leiter,  IVface,  Matteson,  McCarty,  Meacham, 
Killian  Miller,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Mott,  Murray,  Nichols, 
Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Pearce,  Pelton,  Penning- 
ton, Perry,  Pettit,  Pike,  Pringle,  Purviance,  Ritchie,  Robi- 
son, Sabin,  Sage,  Sapp,  Simmons,  Spinner,  Stanton, 
Stranahan,  Tappan,  Thorington,  Thurston ,  Todd,  TraAon, 
Tyson,  Wade,  Wakeman,  Walbridge.  Waldron,  Cad- 
walader C.  Washbume,  Ellihu  B.  Washbume,  Israel 
Washburn,  Watson,  Welch,  Wood,  Woodmff,  add  Wood- 
worth. 

For  Mr.  Riehariton — Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barksdale, 
Bell,  Henry  S.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce,  Brooks, 
Cadwalader,  Caruthers,  Caskie^  Clingman,  Howell  Cobb, 
Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Craige,  Crawford.  Davidson, 
Denver,  DowdeU,  Edmundsoa,  ElKott,  Englisti,  Faulkner, 
Florence, Tliomas  J.  D.  FiUler, Goode,  Greenwood,  Augus- 
tus Hall,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomas  L.  Harris,  Herbert, 
Houston,  George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Kelly,  Kid- 
jwell,  Letcher,  Lumpkin,  Samuel  S.  Marshall,  Maxwell. 
McMullin,  McQueen,  Smith  Miller,  Millson,  Mordecai 
Oliver,  Orr,  Peck,  Powell.  Quitman,  Ruffln,  Rust;  San- 
didge, Savage,  Seward,  Snorter,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  Wil- 
liam Smith,  Stephens,  Stewart,  Taylor,  Vail,  WaraCr, 
Watkins,  Wells,  Window,  and  John  V.  Wright. 

For  Mr.  FtMer—Mcaara.  Broom.  John  P.  Campbell,  Car- 
lil^^ox,  Cullen,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Etheridge,  Eustis, 
FoRer,  J.  Mofrisfm  Harris.  Kennett,  Lake,  Lindley  ,Alex- 
andcr  K.  Marshall,  Humpnrey  Marshall,  Millward,  Faine, 
Porter,  Puryear,  Ready,  Rivers,  William  R.  Smith,  Sneed. 
Swope,  Trippe,  Underwood,  Valk,  Walker,  Whitney,  ana 
Zollicoffer. 

For  Mr.  PtmUnglon — Messrs.  Harrison,  Moore,  and 
Scijtt. 

For  Mr.  Orr— Mr.  Evans. 

For  Mr.  Setrard — Mr.  Richardson. 

For  Mr.  Fotter—Mr.  Henry  M.  Fuller. 

For  Mr.  MarskaU— Mr.  Bayard  Clark. 

For  Mr.  Harriaon — Mr.  Haven. 

For  Mr.  LtiUr — Mr.  Dunn. 

For  Mr.  ITiOtomc— Mr.  Wheeler. 

Mr.  WINSLOW.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.    I  demand  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Green- 
wood and  Trafton  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported — ayes  103,  noes  98. 

Mr.  MuRGAN.  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion  to  adjourn. 


The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  ad- 
journ, and  it  was  agreed  to— yeas  106,  nays  93. 

Thereupon  the  House  (at  three  o'clock)  ad- 
journed until  to-morrow  at  twelve,  m. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESl^NTATIVES. 

FridIt,  Deetmber  28,  1855. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  introduce  the 
following  resolution: 

Whereas,  it  is  apparent,  under  the  existing  differences  of 
omnion  in  this  House,  that  no  organixation  thereof  can  he 
effected  without  some  effort  to  unite  all  that  agree  on  tlie 
doctrine  of  non-intervention,  as  awerted  in  the  Kansas 
and  Nebraska  act,  viz:  that  the  people  of  the  Territories 
shall  be  lelt  perfectly  tree  to  regulitte  their  own  domestic 
poUcy ;  and  whereas,  it  is  indispensable,  to  eflliect  an  organi- 
•  zation,  that  all  differences  of  opinion  on  other  questions 
should  be  postponed,  without  compromise  or  concession 
on  the  part  of  any  member  voting  for  this  resolution — 

Be  U  reaohed,  That  William  A.  Richardson  be  chosen 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  lor  the  Thirty- 
Fourth  Congress. 

I  introduce  thai  resolution  for  the  purpose^  if 
possibk,  of  embodying  the  sentiments  of  mAn- 
oers  in  regard  to  the  doctrine  of  non-intervention; 
and  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  members  of  the 
American  party  from  what  mey  consider  an 
insult,  in  regard  to  their  peculiar  position  on 
collateral  issues,  outside  of  the  doctrine  of  the 
Kansas  and  Nebraska  act.  If  there  be  national 
men  enough  in  this  House. to  electa  Speaker  and 
organize,  it  is  time  that  there  should  be  a  con- 
summation of  so  desirable  an  object.  If  it  be 
true  that  the  American  party,  which  claims  to 
be  national,  agrees  with  tne  Democratic  party  in 
sentiment  on  the  doctrine  of  non-intervention, 
then  its  members  can  vote  for  that  resolution 
without  compromising  a  solitary  principle  which 
they  profess;  for  the  resolution  declares  that 
those  questions  are  postponed.  I  speak  for  my- 
self individually,  because  I  have  not  consulted 
the  Democratic  party.  I  desire  to  make  no  issue, 
at  present,  with  the  American  party  on  the  ques- 
tions of  Catholicism  and  foreignism.  I  am  will- 
ing to  put  them  ahead,  and  let  them  be  decided 
by  the  people  in  the  future;  with,  however,  the 
distinct  unaerstanding  that  I  do' not  subscribe  to 
the  doctrines  of  the  Americcui  party  on  either 
of  these  questions.*  It  is  understood  that  there 
is  an  irreconcilable  difference  between  the  Ameri- 
can party  and  the  Democratic  party,  so  far  as 
those  two  issues  arc  concerned.  How  else  can 
we  unite,  but  by  postponing  tliose  issues  and 
agreeing  on  the  ereat  principle  that  the  people  in 
the  Territories  shall  settle  their  own  domestic  in- 
stitutions in  their  own  way  ? 

Mr.  HUMPHREY  MARSHALL.  When 
the  ffentleman  from  Georgia  says  that  they  agree 
on  the  principle  that  the  people  of  the  Territories 
shall  be  left  to  settle  their  domestic  institutions  in 
their  own  way,  am  I  to  understand  him  to  assert 
that,  in  his  opinion,  the  people  of  the  Territory, 
in  their  Territorial  Legiskiture,  may  legislitte  to 
ftrokibit  slavery  ? 

Mr.  SEWARD.  These  questions  in  regard  to 
le^  points  are  not  properly  to  be  considered  in 
this  House.  [Laugnter.]  Hence  we  find  a  diffi- 
culty; and  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr. 
Fosier]  said  the  other  day  that  the  Kansas  and 
Nebraska  act  was  a  measure  and  not  a  principle. 
What  I  want  to  ^et  at  is  a  solitary  principle. 
.Whether  the  doctrine  of  squatter  sovereignty  in 
the  Kansas  and  Nebraska  act  is  constitutional  or 
not,  is  a  question  to  be  hereafter  decided  by  the 
court.  Our  business  is  to  make  laws.  It  is  the 
business  of  the  courts  to  construe  them.  If  they 
are  not  constitutional,  the  courts  will  so  decide. 
Therefore  this  is  not  the  regular  tribunal  to  settle 
the  questions;  but  when  Hiey  arise  under  this 
act,  and  are  presented  to  the  courts,  they  will  be 
settled. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  would  ask  my  friend 
from  Georgia  to  modify  his  resolution  by  putting 
in  after  **  regulating  their  own  affairs"  the  words 
**  subject  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States." 

Mr.  SEWARD.    I  accept  that  modification. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  With  the  permission  of 
the  gentleman  from  Creorffia,  I  desire  to  ask  my 
friend  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Humphret  Mar* 
shall]  a  question^  for  he  and  I  have  been  asso- 
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define  their  pmciplea  hyrtferenee  to  on  act  i^  Con- 
gra»f  which,  afi  we  have  seen,  is  interpreted  at 
t^  North  one  way  by  their  own  party,  and,  as 
we  belieTe,atthe  uoiith,  as  exactly  the  converse 
of  the  norUiem  constmctioB. 

We  hare  hesrd  it  stat^  hei^  that  the  Demo- 
CFBts  of  the  North  h&ve  adyoeated  thd  principle 
of  noB-inCenrentton,  as  declared  by  th|^  Kansas* 
Nebraska  bill,  becknae  they  ureed  before  the 
people  that  it  was  the  best  nnti-mrery  measure 
that  could  be  adopted,  and  was  the  very  surest 
niode  "to  secure  Kansas  to  freedom,"  to  use 
their  own  phrase.  Do  the  Democrats  from  the 
slaTeholding  States  admit  this  to  be  the  princi[ile 
and  the  effect  df  the  Kansas^Nebraska  oill  ?  IT 
thev  do  not,  then  let  us  know  what  it  the  prineipU 
dtJmrtd  in  that  hill  in  this  regard,  or  at  least  what 
they  understand  it  to  be,  befbre  we  record  our 
names  as  ready  to  assert  it  forever.  Has  that 
bill  left  the  question  of  **  squatter  sovercu^y'' 
untouched,  imasserted;  or  has  it  declared  it  to 
exist;  or  has  it  referred  it  to  the  courts  without 
an  expression  of  opinion  as  to  its  liniitatiomi, 
extent,  existence,  or  non-existence  ?  Let  us  un- 
derstand each  other  clearly,  and  let  ds  assume 
oar  positions  candidly.  In  which  of  the  posi- 
tions men  may  and  do.  take  as  to  the  true  mean- 
ing and  priDcipIe  of  that  bill  am  I  to  understand 
thai  the  Democratic  party  of  this  House  means 
to  exhibit  itself? 

Bat  andn:  the  gentleman  from  G^rgia  [Mr. 
Sbwabdj  proposes  that,  in  order  to  secure  the 
organization  of  this  House,  by  a  union  of  persons 
agreeinf  in  the  principle  of  *'  non-intervention,  as 
deciarea  by  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill,'*  we  shall 
postpone  our  differences  upon  other  subjects. 

Now  let  me  suggest  to  that  gentleman,  that 
when  he  indiciatea  a  desire  to  harmonize  by 
postponing  the  diiEculties  on  other  subjects,  he 
ouent  to  have  inserted  in  his  resolution  the  name 
of  Af r.  FiTLLBR  instead  of  that  of  Mr.  Richard- 
son; because,  even  upon  those  other  subjects, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  there  is  a  large  ma- 
jority in  this  House  feeling  as  Mr.  Fuller  feels, 
and  not  as  Mr.  Rkbardson  or  the  gentleman 
[Mr.  SewardI  feels.  It  stems  to  me,  therefore, 
when  the  gentleman  proposes  to  postpone  these 
other  sutyects  in  order  to  effbct  an  organization, 
it  would  have  been  a  tittle  more  magnanimous  on 
his  part  to  have  respect^  the  sentiment  of  the 
maiority  of  the  House  in  reference  to  American- 
ism, bv  giving'  the  Chair  to  a  gentleman  whose 
conceded  sentiments  on  these  deferred  questions 
were  in  consistency  with  the  known  sentiments 
of  the  majority  of  this  Chaniber. 

But  wliat  does  the  gentleman  propose?  He 
proposes 

Bir.  8&WARD,  (interrupdng.)  Will  the  ^n- 
tleman  from  Kentucky  allow  me  to  ask  hun  a 
question? 

Mr.  MARSHALL.    I  have  not  time  no#. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  yielded  the  floor  to  the 
gsatlenian. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  Well,  what  is  the  ques- 
tion? 

Mr.  SEWARD.*  Are  there  enou^  of  mem- 
bers of  the  American  party,  asset) tiiig  to  the 
principle  of  non-intervention,  to  make  a  majority 
m  faror  of  Americanism? 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  do  not  know;  I  cannot 
tell.  We  have  nev^r  polled  the  House  on  the 
question. 

Mr.  SEWARD.    Well,  I  hope  you  wW. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  We  understand  that,  on 
the  subject  of  the  naturalisation  laws,  and  on  the 
other  doctrines  of  Americanism,  there  is  a  large 
majority  in  this  Hall.  The  difficulty  in  our  way 
is  this  sectional  question.  The  gentleman  from 
Georgia  [Mr.  Sewabd]  proposes  a  combination 
between  all  who  agree  on  the  principle  of  non- 
intervention, as  declared  in  the  Kani^  bill,  post- 
poning our  differences-  on  the  doctrines  of  Amer- 
icanism .  If  the  oU  ve  branch  of  peace  and  concord 
is  at  length  to  be  extended,  should  we  not  remem^ 
ber  that  on  the  deferred  questions  the  wishes  of  a 
majority  of  the  House,  composed  of  yet  other  and 
different  elements,  ought  likewioe  to  be  consulted  ? 
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Mr.  SEWARD,  (interrupting.)  You  say  that 
the  doctrine  of  non-interventioii  in  regard  to 
slavery  is  a  sectional  question  ? 

Mr.  MARSHALL.    I  never  said  so. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  understood  you  to  have 
said  so. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  Not  at  all.  But  I  do  say 
that  if  we  ore  not  to  have  a  sectional  organization 
hero,  there  should  not  be  a  proposition  to  organ- 
ize this  House  on  the  Nebraska  biU.  And  I  sav 
thai  becauiae  you  propose  to  do  that  to  whicn 
you  knoW  the  whole  sentiment  of  the  Republican 
side  of  the  Chamber  is  in  antagonism,  you  would 
orgaiiize  the  House  on  a  sectional  question;  for 
you  propose  to  plant  yourself  on  a  measure  which 
is'  now  a  law,  and  your  very  j)Qsition  keeps 
awakened  all  the  sectional  animosities  which  tne 
past  has,  engendered. ,  Add  to  this,  that  when  we 
ask  jrour  side  of  the  House  what  it  means  by  the 
principles  of  the  Nebraska  bill,  the  North  answers 
us  one  way,  but  the  South  is  as  silent  as  the 
tomb. 

Mr.  (5LINGMAK.  M^r.  Clerk,  I  want  Jo 
answer  the  question  of  my  friend  on  the  right, 
[Mr.  Hdmphrbt  Mai^shall;]  but  I  must  first  see 
whether  I  misinterpnU  his  position;  I  will  then 
know  whether  I  ajsree  with  him  on  it  or  not. 
He  says  he  would  nave  supported  this  Kansas- 
Nebraska  bill,  and  that  it  is  his  opinion  that, 
under  it,  the  people  have  no  right  to  legislate  on 
the  subject  of  slavery. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  Allow  me  to  interrupt  the 
gentleman. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.    Well? 

Mr.  MARSH  ALL.  When  the  gentleman  puts 
in  my  mouth  the  sentiment  that  1  would  have 
supported  the  Kandas-Nebiwskabill,  I  sugr^stto 
the  gentleman  that  he  g&ts  too  fai*.  Upon  prin- 
ciple, there  are  many  points  of  that  bill  to  which 
I  would  have  objected;  and  I  want  to  knov^what 
principle  it  is  to  oe  unden^ood  as  asserting.  The 
gentleman  has  already  heard  my  principle  declared 
openly  and  above-board »  Let  hun ,  then ,  address 
himself  to  my  principle  as  asserted,  and  not  to 
what  vote  I  might  have  given  on  the  bill;  and 
let  him  come  out  with  his  principle  as  plainly  as 
I  do,  and  cut  himself  loose  from  the  bill. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  wilt  do  that  sufficiently 
for  the  purpose  of  letting  the  gentleman  know 
whore  1  am'.  I  understand  him  to  say  he  would 
have  voted  for  the  Kansas-Nebraska  oill;  and  he 
tells  us  to-day  that  he  understands  the  principle 
of  the  Constitution  to  be,  that  the  people  of  the 
Territories  cannot  exohide  slavery,  and  that 
under  that  bill  the  people  of  Kansas  and  of  Ne- 
braska cannot  exclude  it.  Therefore  the  gentle- 
man ira  friend  of  the  bill  in  that  particular — I 
mean  in  regard  to  non-intervention  as  to  the 
slavery  craestion  as'  far  as  it  is  embraced  in  the 
bill.  1  do  not  care  about  the  other  points  at  all, 
since  he  says  he  wouht  have  voted  for  the  bill  in 
spite  of  these  "other  points.**  But  the  gentle- 
man says  ho  is  opposed  to  this  resolution,  be- 
cause there  are  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House  who  construe  the  Kansas  bill  differ- 
ently fit>m  him.  Well;  now,  in  what  position 
does  the  gentleman  stand  ?  He  is  a  friend  to  the 
ConstitQUon  of  the  United  States,  but  if  there 
should  be  a  resolution  introduced  approving  it, 
he  says  he  cannot  vote  for  that  resolution,  be- 
cause there  may  be  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House  who,  while  approving  the  Consti- 
tution, do  not  construe  it  as  he  does.  And  on 
the  same  system  of  reasoning,  if  some  gentleman 
should  introduce  a  resolution  declaring  our  be- 
lief in  the  Bible,  and  that  it  is  the  word  of  God, 
he,  forsooth,  would  object  to  that  resolution,  be- 
cause there  are  people  m  the  North  who  do  not 
construe  it  as  tie  does,  though  he  might  admit 
the  resolutioti  right  in  itself. 

Why,  sir,  if  we  were  to  lay  down  an  abstract 
principle,  gentlemen  might  differ  about  its  true 
construction  forever;  but  when  we  come  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  or  to  a  law 
passed  in  accordance  with  It,  in  which  certain 
principles  are  embraced,  then  you  have  something 
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specific,  and  all  firiends  can  unite  in  favor  of  the' 
measure.  Now,  the  gentleman  the  other  day 
condemned  our  resolution  indorsing  the  Nebraska 
bill,  because  it  was  sectional.  How  could  a  res- 
olution indorsing  it  be  sectional,  if  the  measure 
itself  was  proper  and  national,  as  he  admits  him- 
self, and  also  constitutional  ?  It  could  only  be 
seetional  on  the  principle  that  it  excludes  seetionaf 
men  from  i/,  like  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  itself.  To  say  that  a  measure  is  constitu- 
tional and  right,  ana  therefore  national,  and  yet 
that  a  resolution  approving  that  measure  is  sec- 
tional, is  an  absurdity. 

But  the  gentleman  asks  me  how  I  stand  upon 
this  question.  I  will  tell  hini  very  frankly.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  there  must  be  a  power  to  legis- 
late over  the  Territories  in  regard  to  slavery,' 
unless  that  power  be  taken  away  by  an  express 
provision  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
Whether  that  power  exists  in  Congress  or  in  tho 
people  of  the  Territories  I  do  not  now  propose 
to  argue.  I  am  rather  ii^lined  to  think  with  my 
friend,  [Mr.  Humphrey  Marshall,]  that  Con- 
gress, upon  a  fair  construction  of  the  Constitution 
and  the  existing  precedents,  has  within  itself  the 
right  of  legislation  over  the  Territories  with  refer- 
ence to  the  subject  of  slavery ,  and  that  therefore, 
under  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill,  that  power  was 
transferred  to  the  people,  as  far  as  we  could  trans- 
fer it  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
But  even  if,  on  the  other  hand,  it  should  be  held 
that  Congress  has  no  power  over  the  question, 
then  the  bill  was  a  sufficient  disclaimer  on  our' 
part;  so  that  gentlemen  entertaining  either  opinion 
could  well  unite  in  its  support.  I  have  no  doubt 
myself  that  the  recent  legislation  of  the  people 
01  Kansas  under  this  bill  is  valid  legislation..  In 
other  words,  I  have  no  doubt  that,  under  that 
bill,  the  people  of  the  Territory  have  a  right  to 

Sass  laws  protecting  slavery,  if  they  choose  to 
o  so. 

Mr.  HUMPHREY  MARSHALL.  How 
about  prohibiting  it  ? 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  am  going  to  answer  that 
question.  With  respect  to  the  matter  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Kansas  prohibiting  slavery,  my  opinion  is 
this:  if  it  were  a  new  proposition  I  admit  I  might 

fo  with  my  friend,  [Mr.  Humphrct  Marshall;] 
ut  we  have  had  so  many  precedents  in  the  action 
of  Congress,  and  in  the  decisions  of  the  courts^ 
that  I  have  no  inclination  to  dispute  them.  In 
other  words,  I  say  this:  that  I  nave  no  doubt 
the  people  of  the  Territories  might  decline  to  pass 
laws  protecting  slave  property.  I  know  of  no 
provision  of  the  Constitution  which  says  they 
shall  pass  laws  to  protect  slavery.  If  tney  de- 
cline to  pass  laws  for  that  purpose,  then  you 
leave  the  matter  as  it  was  prior  to  the  oi^niza- 
tion  of  the  Territory— just  as  if  no  law  existed  on 
the  subject.  The  inchniation  of  iny  mind  is,  that 
under  that  act  the  people  of  the  Territory  may 
protect  or  prohibit  slavery  j  but  I  shall  submit  to 
the  decision  of  the  courts  whenever  they  shall 
give  an  opinion. 

As  it  is  clear  that  the  people  may  decline  to  act 
at  all,  and  thereby  leave  slave  property  unpro- 
tected, so  it  is  rather  the  inclination  of  my  mind, 
I  repeat,  that  if  the  people  of  the  Territory  pass 
an  act  prohibiting:  slavery,  that  act  would  be  valid. 
I  voted  for  the  bill  without  regiud  to  whether  the 
courts  would  hold  that  or  the  other  construction. 
They  may  decide  thait  the  people  have  a  right  to 
legislate  ior  the  protection, but  not  for  the  prohi- 
bition, of  slavery.  As  I  stated,  the  inclination 
of  my  mind  is  the  other  way.  I  believe  thit  tho 
peopie  of  the  Territory  nuiy,  under  that  act,  either 
prohibit  or  establish  slavery;  and  my  impression 
iS,  that  that  will  be  the  construction  wnich  the 
courts  wfll  give  to  it. 

Mr.  KNuJlHT.  I  think  thatw^  are  consuming 
time  unnecessarilyin  this  matierj  and  that  we 
ought  to  proceed  to  vote.  I.  therefore  move  to 
lay  the  resolution  of  the  eentleman  from  Qeorgia 
[Mr.  Seward]  on  the'  table. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  ap^  to  tKs 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  to  Wnfiamtir  that 
motion. 
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The  CLERK.  No  debate  is  in  order  upon  the 
motion. 

Mr.  HUMPHREY  MARSHALL.  I  nuk  the 
gentleman  fVom  Pennaylvonia  to  withdraw  the 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table  to  enable  me  to  move 
to  amend  that  resolution. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia,  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  KNIOHT.  I  will  withdraw  the  motion 
to  allow  the  gentleman  fVom  Kentucky  to  ofler 
his  amendment. 

The  CLERK.  Then  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  Smitb]  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  have  but  few  words  to  say 
upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  KNIGHT.  The  gentleman  will  excuse 
me,  but  I  have  not  withdrawn  the  motion  to  lay 
on  the  table,  except  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  to  submit  his 
amendment.  If  that  gentleman  is  not  entitled  to 
the  floor,  I  must  insist  upon  my  motion. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Why  the  gentleman  withdrew 
his  proposition  unquabfiedly ,  and  I  have  the  floor 
upon  the  resolution.    How  could  he  renew  it? 

Mr.  KNIGHT.  Oh,  no;  certainly  not.  lonly 
withdrew  it  for  a  certain  purpose. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  The  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Humphrey  Marshall] 
havinfi;  occupied  the  floor  for  ten  minutes,  under 
the  rule,  could  not  be  entitled  to  it  again  so  long 
as  any  other  gentleman  desired  to  speak. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  That  is  very  true;  but  he 
could  occupy  it  for  the  purpose  of  submitting  an 
amendment. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  say  he  would  not  be  entitled 
to  the  floor  upon  the  resolution;  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  having  withdrawn  the 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  the  floor  passed  to  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  and  it  could  not  be 
taken  from  him  to  renew  the  motion. 

The  CLEIRK.  It  is  true  that  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  having  occupied  his  ten  minutes, 
could  not  claim  the  floor  to  debate  while  others 
desired  the  floor;  but  he  had  the  right  to  submit 
an  amendment  if  he  could  get  the  floor  for  that 

J>urpose.  The  Clerk  understood  the  gentleman 
rom  Pennsylvania  to  withdraw  his  motion  only 
conditionally,  and  he  thinks,  under  the  circum- 
stances, it  is  his  right  to  renew  it. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Do  I  understand  the  Clerk  to 
decide  that  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  can 
take  the  floor  from  me  to  renew  his  motion  to  lay 
on  the  table  ? 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  decides  that  the 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table  is  pending. 

Mr.  SMITH.  The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table 
was  withdrawn  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania. He  made  the  motion  and  took  his  seat. 
He  then  withdrew  it  for  certain  purpose,  as  he 
stated.  But,  sir,  I  was  entitled  to  tne  floor;  I 
was  recognized  by  the  Clerk;  and  he  announced 
to  the  House  my  recognition;  I  have  not  yielded 
for  the  gentleman  to  renew  the  motion;  and  how 
docs  he  get  the  floor  to  make  the  motion  ? 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  had  the  right  to  renew 
the  motion  under  the  conditions  on  which  it  was 
withdrawn. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  propose  to  obviate  the  dif- 
ficulty in  which  gentlemen  seem  involved.  It  is 
very  evident  from  the  speech  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Marshall,]  that  we  cannot 
harmonize  upon  that  resolution.  I  beg  leave, 
therefore,  to  withdraw  it. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  resolution  was 
withdrawn. 

rCriesof  "CaUtheroUl"] 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  I  renew  the  reso- 
lution just  withdrawn  by  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia. 

Mr.  KNIGHT.  I  move  to  lay  the  resolution 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  SMITH.  The  gentleman  certainly  now 
has  not  the  floor  to  make  that  motion. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  Smith]  has  the  floor,  and  is  entitled  to  it 
until  his  ten  minutes  expire. 

Mr.  COX.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
to  allow  me  the  floor  for  a  moment  to  propose  an 
amendment  to  his  resolution,  so  that  the  gentle- 
man mav  have  an  opportunity  to  speak,  both  to 
the  resolution  and  the  amendment. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  will  give  the  gentleman  an 
opportunity  to  offer  his  amendment.  But  I  can 
neither  yield  the  ^or  nor  proceed  myself  until 


order  has  been  restored,  and  the  gentlemen  stand- 
ing in  the  area  before  me  have  taken  their  seats. 
[Cries  of  "  Down  in  front!*'] 

After  a  pause,  in  which  tne  Clerk  succeeded 
in  restoring  order, 

Mr.  S.  proceeded.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  uttering  upon  this  floor  a  sentiment 
which  I  have  often  expressed  during  my  various 
canvasses  in  Virginia,  to  wit:  that  the  Missouri 
compromise  was  a  violation  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.  That  is  my  oA-repcated 
opinion,  nor  does  the  Kansas  and  Nebraska  bill 
conflict  with  it.  Nor  docs  the  fourteenth  section 
of  that  act  in  any  wise  delegate  to  the  people  of 
the  Territories  a  right  which  does  not  exist  in 
this  Grovemmcnt  itself. 

If  I  had  supposed  there  was  any  one  opinion 
more  universal  than  any  other  in  the  South,  it 
was  the  opinion,  that  a  Territorial  government, 
while  it  remained  in  a  state  of  infancy,  has  no 
power  either  to  admit  or  to  prohibit  slavery 
within  its  limits.  I  say  that  this  Congress,  this 
Government,  having  no  right  or  power  whatever 
to  admit  slavery  or  prohibit  it  in  the  Territories, 
has  no  right  or  power  to  dele^te  that  power  to 
the  Territories  themselves.    But,  sir,  I  am  sur- 

f)rised  to  hear  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
ina  [Mr.  ClInoiian]  express  the  opinion  that 
the  General  Government  had  a  right  to  delegate 
political  power.  The  fourteenth  section  of  the 
Nebraska  bill — ^that  portion  of  it  bearing  upon 
this  subject— expressly  disclaims  the  rignt.  It 
says: 

*<TtuU  the  Conititotion,  and  all  laws  which  are  not  locally 
inapplicable,  sbaU  have  the  same  tbrce  and  effect  in  the 
said  Tcrritoff  of  Nebraska  as  elsewhere  within  the  United 
States,  except  the  eijzhth  section  of  the  act  preparatory  to 
the  admission  of  Miasoori  into  the  Union,  which,  being 
inconsistent  with  the  principle  of  non-Merventum  by 
Congress  with  slavery  In  the  States  and  Territories,  as 
recognized  by  the  legii>Iation  of  1850,  commonly  called  the 
compromise  measures,  is  hereby  declared  inoperative  and 
void ;  it  being  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  not 
to  legislate  slavery  into  any  Territory  or  State,  nor  to  exclude 
it  therefrom,  but  to  leave  the  people  thereor  perfectly  f^ee 
to  form  and  regulate  their  domestic  inetitutiona  in  their  own 
way,  subject  only  to  the  Conatitution  of  the  UnUed  StaUa.** 

That  clause,  sir,  prohibits  the  people  of  the 
Territories  from  exercising  anything  like  sover- 
eign political  power.  They  may  protect  property, 
but  they  have  no  risht  to  undertake  to  create  any 
fundamental  laws  by  which  it  is  to  be  admitted 
or  excluded.  The  last  proviso,  also  bearing  upon 
this  subject,  is  explicit.    It  says: 

'^Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  eon- 
strued  to  rovive  or  put  in  force  any  law  or  regulation  which 
may  have  exulted  prior  to  the  act  of  6th  March,  1890,  either 
protecting,  establishing,  prohibiting,  or  abolishing  slavery." 

Thus  leaving  the  question  as  to  the  right  to 
property  to  be  disposed  of  and  to  be  protected 
according  to  the  adult  political  power  of  the  coun- 
try. Then  I  say,  distinctly,  tnat  the  Territories 
are  but  political  infants,  exercising  a  power  suffi- 
cient to  preserve  themselves  in  their  social  condi- 
tion, but  with  no  power  to  make  or  alter  any  of 
the  great  fundamental  rights  of  property,  it  is 
utterly,  absolutely,  uncompromisingly  true,  that 
this  Government  cannot  delegate  a  power  which 
it  does  not  possess  itself. 

These  are  my  views  u]>on  this  subject,  and  I 
now  give  way  to  the  gentleman  iVom  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  Cox,1  to  enable  nim  to  offer  his  amendment 
to  my  resolution. 

Mr.  COX.  I  move  to  amend  the  resolution 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Viiginia,  by  strik- 
ing out  the  worcls  **  William  A.  Richardsok,'* 
and  inserting  the  words  •*  Henrt  M.  Fot.li:r." 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  do  not  intend, 
it  is  no  part  of  my  purpose,  at  this  time  to  go  into 
an  argument  upon  the  principle  of  non-interven- 
tion or  squatter  sovereignty.  But,  sir,  I  am  one 
of  those  who  believe  that  all  political  ]>ower  is 
originally  and  primarily  in  the  people,  and  that 
<*  the  powers  not  delegated  to  the  united  States 
by  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the 
States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  respectively,  or 
to  the  people."  Then,  sir,  if  the  people  or  the 
States  nave  delegated  to  the  Federal  Government 
the  power  of  legislating  upon  the  domestic  affairs 
of  the  people  of  the  Territories,  this  Government 
delegated,  as  far  as  it  could,  by  the  Kansas  and 
Nebraska  bill,  that  power  to  the  people  of  the 
Territories.  But  if  the  people  of  the  States  never 
delegated  to  the  Federal  Government  that  power, 
then  it  most  certainly  rests  with  the  people  or 
with  tiie  States;  and  it  certainly  is  not  m  the 


power  of  any  one  State,  or  all  the  States,  to  le^»* 
late  upon  the  domestic  affieurs  of  the  Territones. 
So  far  as  this  Grovernment  is  concerned,  if  the 
people  of  the  States  have  delegated  this  power  to 
the  General  Government,  then,  by  the  KaniBW 
and  Nebraska  bill,  this  Government  has,  in  my 
opinion,  delegated  that  power  to  the  people  of 
the  Territory;  and  if  the  people  and  the  States 
have  not  delegated  to  the  General  Gk>vemiiieiit 
this  power,  then,  by  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill, 
the  Ueneral  Gk»vemment  has  recognized  in  the 
people  of  the  Territories  full  power  and  ampla 
authority,  the  right,  in  all  its  vigor,  of  the  people 
thereof  to  form  and  regulate  their  domestic  insti- 
tutions in  their  own  way,  while  under  a  Territo- 
rial government,  as  fully  and  completely  as  we 
have  and  do  recognize  the  right  of  the  people  of 
the  States  to  form  and  regulate  their  domestic 
institutions;  and  without  affirmative  legislation 
by  Kansas,  establishing  or  protecting  the  rights 
to  certain  property ,  it  cannot  be  held  therein 
under  the  Kansas-Nebraska  act. 

Then,  sir,  you  may  call  it  by  what  name  yon 
please — non-intervention,  squatter  sovereignty, 
or  popular  sovereignty.  It  is,  sir,  the  power  of 
the  people  to  govern  themselves,  and  they  and 
they  alone  should  exercise  it,  in  my  opinion,  as 
well  while  in  a  Territorial  condition  as  in  tlie  po- 
sition of  a  State.  I  would  ask  those  who  deny 
this  doctrine,  whether  they  are  of  my  party,  or 
of  any  other  party — whetner  they  are  from  the 
North,  or  the  South — to  reconcile  another  pro- 
vision of  that  act  with  the  doctrine  that  neither 
this  Government  nor  the  people  of  the  Territory 
have  any  power  over  this  isolated  question  while 
in  a  Temtorial  condition.  Look  to  the  Kansas 
and  Nebraska  act,  and  you  will  there  find  pre- 
scribed the  qualification  of  voters.  How  lone  to 
continue,  sir?  Until  the  first  election  only.  And 
the  qualifications  of  voters,  and  of  holding  office 
at  aii  subsequent  elections,  shall  be  prescribed 
by  the  Legislative  Assembly.  Which  is  the 
higher  prerogative  of  sovereignty,  to  prescribe 
the  rights  of  property ,  or  to  prescribe  the  qaalifi> 
cation  of  voters?  I  hold  that  the  highest  pre- 
rogative of  sovereignty  is  to  prescribe  tne  qualifi- 
cation of  voters;  to  araw  the  line  between  the 
citizen,  the  coequal  constituent  of  sovereignty  in 
a  country,  and  the  subject,  vassal,  or  ser^ 

I  believe  that  the  great  principle,  the  right  of 
the  people  in  the  Territories  as  well  as  m  tho 
States,  to  form  and  to  regulate  their  own  domes- 
tic institutions  in  their  own  way,  is  clearly  and 
unequivocally  embodied  in  the  Kansas-Nebraska 
act;  and,  if  it  is  not,  it  should  have  been.  Be- 
lieving that  it  was  the  living,  vital  principle  of 
the  act,  I  voted  for  it.  These  are  my  views,  hon- 
estly entertained,  and  will  be  defended. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  desire  a  direct 
vote  on  the  proposition.  If  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  can  form  an  alliance  with  the  national 
American  party,  so  as  to  elect  a  Speaker  and  or- 
ganize the  House,  I  shall  be  happy  to  see  the  thing 
accomplished.  To  see  exactly  what  can  be  done, 
I  now  call  for  the  previous  question;  and  on  or- 
dering the  main  question  to  he  now  put  I  demand 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  ask  the  gentleman  to  with- 
draw his  call  for  the  previous  question  for  a  ain- 
gle  moment. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  desire  to  have  the  vote 
put  directly  on  both  propositions.  I  am  informed 
that,  if  my  call  for  tne  previous  question  be  sec- 
onded, it  will  cut  off*  the  amendment  altogether. 

The  CLERK.  That  would  be  the  effect  of 
the  call  for  the  previous  question,  if  seconded. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.    Then  I  withdraw  it.    I  do 
not  wish  either  proposition  to  be  cut  off,  or  laid 
on  the  table,  but  that  there  shall  be  a  direct  vote- 
on  both. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  Mr.  Clerk,  it  seems  to  be 
the  fhshion  of  the  morning  to  assign  reasons  fhr 
the  votes  that  gentlemen  nave  given.  Perhaps, 
sir,  there  is  no  gentleman  in  this  House  who  has 
had  greater  inducements,  nay,  I  may  say  greater 
provocation  to  explain  the  reason  ot  the  vote  that 
he  has  given  in  the  contest  for  the  speakership, 
than  myself ;  but  I  have  forborne  to  do  so.  I  havo 
no  desire  to  contribute,  in  the  slightest  degree,  to 
the  embarrassments  that,  up  to  this  time,  have 

rrevented  the  choice  of  a  presiding  officer.  And 
would  not  even  now  have  sought  the  floor  for  the 
purpose  of  explaining  the  motives  which  ha\'e 
governed  me  in  giving  my  vote  fof  my  friend 


1855. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


99 


from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Richardson,]  but  that,  on 
Bome  prerioua  occasions,  other  gentlemen  hare 
expressed,  as  the  reason  governing  those  mem- 
bers of  the  Democratic  party  who  are  voting  for 
Mr.  Richardson,  sentiments  and  views  in  wnich 
I  did  not,  do  not,  and  cannot  concur. 

I  say  now,  sir,  that  I  have  voted  for  the  gentle- 
man from  Illinois  merely  and  only  because  I  be- 
lieve him  to  be — I  may  say  that  I  know  him  to 
be— an  honorable  man,  an  intelligent  politician,  an 
ardent  Democrat,  and  a  sincere  friend  and  lover 
of  the  Uaion.  And  when  I  refer  to  him  as  a 
friend  of  the  Union,  I  do  not  moan  merely  to  al- 
lude to  his  support  of  that  political  confederacy* 
constituting  our  Union,  but  i  allude  to  him  as  a 
man  whose  generous  impulses  lead  him  to  em- 
bnce,  in  one  common  brotherhood,  all  the  men 
of  our  common  country,  coming  though  they 
nay  from  its  most  distant  sections.  These  are 
the  reasons  which  induce  me  to  vote  for  that  gen- 
tleman. I  was  not  a  member  of  any  caucus.  I 
voted  for  no  resolutions.  I  gave  my  vote  for  that 
gentleman  not  at  all  for  the  reason  that  he  is  the 
nominee  of  a  caucus,  and  because  he  has  been 
attempted  to  be  plac^  on  a  quasi  platform  of 
principles  proclaimed  by  that  caucus.  I  vote  for 
nim  for  reasons  sufficient  to  me,  and  I  will  not  be 
deterred  from  giving  my  vote  for  that  gentleman 
becaose  others  may  determine  to  vote  for  him  for 
reasons  which  do  not  commend  themselves  to  my 
Jodpnent. 

Now,  sir,  in  reference  to  the  question  involved 
m  the  construction  of  the  Kansas  and  Nebraska 
act,  this  is  not  the  time  to  go  into  any  exposition 
of  my  views  on  that  subject.    They  have  been 
oaoe  before  delivered  in  the  House.    I  have  seen 
no  reason  to  retract  anv  of  the  reasons  professed 
then;  nay,  sir,  every  aay  has  but  added  force  to 
the  views  to  which  1  than  ^ve  utterance.    The 
time  may  come,  I  fear  the  time  must  come,  when 
I  shall,  m  the  necessary  vindication  of  my  own 
political  opinion,  humble  as  it  is,  be  constrained 
to  again  trouble  the  House  with  the  expression 
of  my  views  on  that  question.    The  time  is  not 
now,  nor  do  I  feel  at  all  disposed  to  widen  the 
difference  existing  between  gentlemen  on  this  floor 
by  commencing  a  discussion  which ,  in  the  present 
stage  of  our  proceeding,  must  necessarily  be  un- 
profitable as  It  unquestionably  is  irksome. 

1  vrill  vote  for  Mr.  Richardson.  I  will  vote 
for  any  resohitions  making  him  the  Speaker  of 
this  Ilouse;  nor  would  I  even  be  deterred  from 
giriog  my  vote  for  the  election  of  that  gentleman, 
tbou^  others  niight  be  pleased  to  connect  with 
»Qch  an  expression  of  their  preference,  motives 
and  reasons  which  I  might  deem  inconsistent  and 
unfoanded.  I  say  thus  much,  sir,  because  I  have 
been  heretofore  silent  when  other  eentlemen  have 
relerred  to  the  construction  of  the  Kansas-Ne- 
braska act,  and  because  many  of  the  gentlemen 
now  present  know  that  my  portion  upon  that 
•ubject  is  somewhat  peculiar. 

1  rose,  then,  to  say  that  I  am  voting  for  the 

^ntleman  from  Illinois  for  no  other  reason  than 

to  tlie  exercise  of  my  own  free  discretion,  which 

prompts  me  to  vote  for  him  for  reasons  which 

existed  prior  to  the  convention  of  the  Democratic 

ftepieaentatives  in  the  Hall  of  the  House,  a  day 

or  two  before  the  commencement  of  this  session; 

oor  woold  I  have  been  deterred  from  giving  him 

ny  vote,  whatever  might  have  been  uie  reasons 

praJaioied  by  other  gentlemen  as  the  governing 

prineiple  of  tneir'own  conduct. 

Mr.  MACE.   I  move  to  lay  the  resolution  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virnnia.    If  the  gentleman 
win  allow  me,  I  will  wimdraw  it. 

Mr.  MACE.    I  will  withdraw  my  motion  fbr 
thaipurpose. 
Mr.  SMITH.    I  withdraw  the  resolution. 
The  CLERK.    If  there  be  no  objection,  the 
P^MieiBan  fVom  Virginia  can  withdraw  the  reso- 
intioii. 
1^0  objection  weis  made. 
Mr.  (JADWALADER  obtained  the  floor. 
Mr.  HUMPHREY  MARSHALL.    Do  I  un- 
^l^ntand  the  Clerk  to  decide  that  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  has  a  right  to  withdraw  the  reso- 
litiM? 

.  The  CLERK.  According  to  the  recent  prac- 
^  sf  the  House,  the  gentleman  has  a  right  to 
»»*Wraw  it  if  there  is  no  objection. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.    An  amendment  is  pend- 
tn;  and  in  the  possession  of  the  House.    Has  the 


mover  of  the  resolution  a  right  to  withdraw  it 
under  those  circumstances? 

Mr.  CADWALADER.  There  is  nothing 
before  the  House,  and  I  hare  the  floor  to  offer  a 
resolution. 

The  CLERK.  Tl^  Clerk  will  state  that  he 
heard  no  objection  at  the  time  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  withdrew  the  resolution;  and  before  the 
point  of  order  was  raised  by  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  the  floor  had  been  assigned  to  the 
gentleman  flrom  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  What  is  the 
question  before  the  House  ? 

The.  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  there  is 
nothing. 

Mr.  CADWALADER.  1  rise  to  offer  a  reso- 
lution upon  a  subject  on  which  I  desire  to  say  a 
very  few  words  of  a  practical  tendency. 

RESTRICTION  ON  DEBATES. 

The  Clerk  read  the  resolution,  as  follows: 

Re$olcedf  That  the  resolutloD  by  which  the  time  to  be 
occupied  in  debate  ia  limited  be  rescinded. 

Mr.  CADWALADER.  Important  reasons 
have,  within  the  last  few  minutes,  presented  them- 
selves for  the  passa^  of  this  resolution,  which  1 
am  impelled  to  offer:  first,  because  when  the 
gentleman  ft-om  Greorgia,  [Mr.  Seward,]  who 
moved  the  resolution  just  withdrawn,  introduced 
it,  there  was  I  thought  so  manifest  a  discecpancy 
between  some  of  his  views  and  reasons  as  orally 
stated,  and  what  might  have  been  regarded  as 
the  eflTect  and  meaning  of  the  words  of  his  reso- 
lution, that  gentlemen  upon  this  floor  would  have 
required  time  for  careftil  consideration  before  they 
could  have  voted  advisedly  upon  so  material  a 
proposition:  secondly,  because  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Humphrey  Marshall,] 
who  next  tooK  part  in  the  debate,  treated,  as 
subjects  of  equal  importance  in  the  organization 
of  this  House,  the  aiflferences  of  opinion  on  the 
slavery  question,  and  the  differences  of  opinion 
with  regard  to  the  naturalization  laws. 

Now,  sir,  upon  the  second  ground,  it  is  of 
great  importance  that  time  be  taken  for  the  de- 
Uberate  consideration  of  the  relative  iinportance, 
practically,  of  these  two  c^uestions.  In  the  or- 
ganization of  select  committees,  it  is  of  compar- 
atively little  moment  who  may  be  Speaker  of 
the  House;  yet  in  the  organization  of  the  stand- 
ing committees  it  is  a  subject  of  the  gravest  prac- 
tical importance.  Let  me  ask  attention  to  the 
importance  of  this  great  and  overruling  distinc- 
tion. There  are  no  fewer  than  six— perhaps 
seven  or  eight — standing  committees  of  this  House 
whose  permanent  organization,  by  any  Speaker 
who  may  be  selected,  will  determine  whetner  or 
not  the  slavery  question,  in  all  its  various  phases, 
is  to  be  a  subject  of  continual  and  repeated  agi- 
tation against  the  views  of  a  majority  of  the  House. 
We  know  thata  majority  of  the  House  are  against 
the  agitation  of  the  slavery  question ,  and  yet  there 
is  not  only  the  Committee  on  the  Territories,  the 
Committee  of  Elections,  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Aflfairs,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  and  tl^  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  but  the  Post  (Mce  Committee,  and 
perhaps  other  committees  which  might  be  sug- 
gested, in  reference  to  every  one  of  which  this 
(question  of  slavery  will,  if  ttie  House  be  oipin- 
izcd  upon  the  platform  of  the  candidate  trom 
Massachusetts,  oe  forced  upon  our  notice,  day 
by  day,  in  every  shape  and  form.  On  the  other 
hand,  in  regard  to  that  question  which  concerns 
the  naturalization  laws^  the  subject  of  the  organ- 
ization of  the  House  is  abstract  and  comparatively 
insignificant.  There  is  but  one  committee-^that 
on  the  Judiciary — ^whose  intervention  can  pos- 
sibly occur  upon  that  question;  and  the  interven- 
tion of  that  committee  could  only  occur  upon  it 
secondarily,  or  contingency,  or  unnecessarily. 
On  any  suoject  connected  with  that  question,  of 
which  this  committee  might  take  cognizance,  a 
special  committee  can  at  any  time  be  constituted; 
and  the  House  can  give  to  such  a  committee  any 
instruction  whatever  which  the  party  possessing 
a  working  majority  may  desire  to  give. 

I  have  asked  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
comparative  importance  of  these  two  great  ques- 
tions on  the  mere  point  of  our  organization,  the 
sole  matter  at  present  in  hand.  A  majority  of  the 
House,  if  they  can  be  brouffht  to  act  together, 
agree,  it  would  seem,  for  aU  practical  working 


• 
purposes,  upon  the  slavery  question.    The  party 

of  Democrats,  believing  as  they  do  that  they 
stand  here  tlie  Representatives  of  a  majority  of 
this  nation*-as  has  been  proved  by  elections 
which  have  been  held  since  the  majority  of  the 
members  of  this  House  were  returned — have  ex- 
plained fully  the  reasons  why  the  two  questions 
which  enter  into  their  platform  hold  them  to- 
g^ether  in  their  votes  on  this  question  of  organiza- 
tion. 

I  have  risen,  sir,  because  there  has  been  hitli- 
erto  in  the  debate  an  entire  disregard  of  the  com- 
parative practical  importance  of  those  two  subjects 
of  consideration  on  this  the  only  matter  of  busi- 
ness before  the  House.  We  are  here  as  men  of 
business,  engaged  in  electing  an  officer  who  is 
to  have  certain  determinate  powers,  measured 
by  well  known  parliamentary  rules  of  right. 
What  are  those  powers  thus  defined  by  rules  of 
right?  It  is  his  right, and  in  a  relative  sense  his 
duty,  to  organize  the  standing  committees  with 
reference  to  permanent  principles;  but,  as  regards 
select  committees,  it  is  nis  duty  to  organize  them 
according  to  views  to  be  determined  by  the  vote 
which  c5ls  for  the  appointment  of  the  respect- 
ive committees.  This  distinction  having  oeen 
overlooked,  and  its  importance  having  been  de- 
veloped in  the  debate  of  this  morning,  I  conceive 
that  the  time  has  arrived  when  we  should,  for  a 
season,  rescind  the  resolution  limiting  the  time 
of  debate.  But  if  the  resolution  which  i  propose 
should  pass,  I  have  in  a  few  words  stated  all  tliat 
I  would  myself  wish  to  say  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  move  to 
laythe  motion  upon  the  table. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  motion  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

BALLOTS  FOR  A  SPEAKER. 
[Cries  of"  Call  the  roU!"l 
The  House  then  proceedea  to  vote  the  seventy- 
third  time  for  Speaker,  with  the  following  result: 
Whole  number  of  votes  oast,  207;  necessary  to  a 
choice,  104;  of  which — 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks  received 101 

WiUiam  A.  RichardM>a 68 

HeniyM.  Fuller 30 

Alexander  C.  M.  Pennington 2 

Benjamin  F.  Leiter 1 

James  L.  Orr....... »..     1 

J(dm  Williams 1 

Nathaniel  O.  Foster 1 

John  R.  Edie 1 

Mordecai  Oliver 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  Banka—Metmn.  Albright,  Allison,  Ball,  Barbour, 
Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  liillinghurst,  Bingham,  Biiiliop, 
BliM.  Bradshaw,  Brenton,  BufTmston,  Burlingame,  James 
H.  Campbell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Chafiee,  Ezra  Clark, 
Clawson,  Colfax,  Comins,  Cragin,  Cumback,  Damrell, 
Timothy  Davis.  Day,  Dcan,I)e  Witt, Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd, 
Durfcc,  Edie,  Emrie,  Flagler,  Galloway.  Giddings,  Gilbert, 
Granger,  Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan,  Holloway,  Thomas 
R.  Horton,  Valentine  B.  Horton,  Howard,  Hughnton,  King, 
Knapp,  Knight,  Knowlton,  Knox,  Kunkel,  Leiter,  Mace, 
MatftMK>n,  McCarty,  Meacham,  Killian  Miller,  Morpn, 
Morrill,  Mott,  Murray,  Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver, 
Parker,  Pearce,  Pelton,  Pennington,  P^ny,  Pettit,  Pike, 
Pringle,  Purviance,  Ritchie,  Robinson,  Sabm,  Sage*  Sapp, 
Simmons,  Sfrfnner,  Stanton,  Stranohan,  TappanjTnoring- 
ton,  Thurston.Todd.  Tratton,  Wade,  Wakeman.Walbridge, 
Waldron,  Codwalader  C.  Wa«hbume.  EUihu  B.  Washbume. 
Israel  Washburn,  Watson,  Welch,  Wood,  Woodruff,  and 
Woodworth. 

Jbr  Mr.  Riehardton  Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay, 
Barksdale,  Bell.  Henry  S.  Bennett,  Bocock.  Bowie,  Boyca. 
Brooks.  Cadwajader.Carutheri,  CaskJe,  Clingman.  Howell 
Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Craige,  Crawford,  David- 
son, Denver,  Dowdell,  Edmundson,  EUiott,  English,  Fanlkr 
ner,  Florence,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode,  Greenwood, 
Augustus  Hall,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomas  L.  Harris, 
Herbert,  Houston,  George  W.  Jones,  J.  Olancy  Jones,  Kelly, 
Kidwell,  Letcher.  Lumpkin,  Samuel  S.  ManbaU,  Max- 
well, McMulUn,  Mcaueen.  Smith  Miller,  Mil Ison,  Mordecai 
Oliver,  Orr,  Peck,  Powell,  Quitman,  RutRn,  Rust,  San- 
didge.  Savage,  Seward)  Shorter,  Samuel  A.  Smith.  Wil- 
liam Smith,  btephens,  Stewart,  Taylor.  Vail,  Warner, 
Watkins.  Wells,  Winslow,  and  John  V.  Wright. 

For  Mr.  JWIer— Messrs.  Broom,  John  P.  Campbell.  Cnr- 
lile.  Cox,  CuUen,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Etberidge,  Eustis, 
Foster,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Kennett.  Lake,  Lindley,  Alex- 
ander K.  Marshall.  Humphrey  Marshall,  MiUward,  Paine, 
Porter,  Puryear,  Reade,  Beady,  Riveno^Uliani  R.  Smith, 
Sneed,  Swope,  TriiH>e,  Underwood,  valk,  Walker,  and 
ZoUicoffer. 

Fm-  Mr,  PemOng ftm— MesOTi.  Hanlson  and  Scott. 

Jbr  Mr.  LoiUr^Ur.  Dunn. 

Fbr  Mr.  Orr— Mr.  Evans. 

Jbr  Mr,  WUliam»-^MT.  Wheeler. 

For  Mr.  Fb«(«r— Henry  M.  Fuller. 

For  Mr.  EHo-'Mt.  Moore. 

J^  Mr,  Ottotr—Mr.  Richardson. 

Pending  the  call  of  ths  roll,  and  when  his 
name  was  called, 
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THE  CONGIiESSIONAt.  GLOBE. 


December  29, 


Mr,  COBE,  of  AlabHma,  Haid:  I  do  not  rise  for 
the  purpose  of  detaining  the  BouHS  with  a  speech. 
I  do  nol  intend,  upon  flif"   '" '"""  "" 


olhe 


lich   I  e 


:othe  Kansau-Ncbniskabill.  but  simply 
lo  corrtci  s  miBrcprciicntation  which  has  been 
made  in  reference  to  whaloccurrad  in  ihii  Hall  on 
the  llih  day  of  (hia  month.  I  find,  in  a  paper 
which  is  published  and  circulated  in  m^  dis- 

I  know  not  who  he  is,  (hough  I  know  that  both 
he  and  other  letter-writers  ore  my  enemica,  and 
endeavor  (o  slab  me  in  the  dark,  and  to  injure 
myrcpulalion  both  at  home  and  all  over  the  coun- 
try— m  which  he  misrepresents  myposilioa  in 
reference  lo  a  motion  to  adjourn  which  waa  mode 
on  this  floor, on  the  1 1th  instant,  by  Mr.  Stanton, 
ofOhio.  That  gentleman  then  slated  hia  object 
to  be,  that  they,  the  Banei  men, — for  he  is  a 
Banki  man, — might  have  an  opportunity  for  con- 
sultation, it  is  stated  in  the  communication  to 
which  I  have  referred,  that  t  seconded  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  to  adjourn,  after  it 
had  been  stated  by  him,  that  his  object  was  to 
enable  his  party  to  hold  a  conaultalion,  in  order 
lo  promote  Mr.  Bansi'i  election.  1  say,  most 
emphatically,  thai  this  statement  is  false.  1  did 
not  second  the  motion,  for  I  understood  well  the 
construction  which  would  hare  been  put  upon 
such  action,  and  that  construction  would  have 
been  circuhilcd  in  my  district,  in  order  to  oblige 
mo  to  meet  it  there.  I  prefer  to  meet  it  here, 
with  two  hundred  and  thirty  witnesses  around 
me.  I  pronounce  the  statement  false,  and  every 
man  of  this  House  will  bear  me  witness  that  it  is 
false. 

I  have  thought  it  best  to  say  thus  much,  since 
I  remember,  on  another  occasion  in  the  past,  to 
have  lei  a  misrepresentation  go  uncorrected,  be- 
cause I  deemed  it  unimportant,  and  the  oaserlion, 
though  false,  was  brought  up  against  me  in  the 
canvassof  ray  district,  and  causSi  me  much  more 
trouble  than  a  correction  of  it  upon  this  floor,  at 
the  time,  would  have  done.  Therefore  I  make 
tlie  correction  here,  and  pronounce  the  statement 
«lic. 

Mr.  EDWARDS  also  stated  that,  on  account 

of  the  sickness  of  Mr.  Haven,  he  had  paired  off 
with  that  gentleman  on  the  vote  for  Speaker,  but, 
were  he  at  liberty  to  rote,  he  should  vote  for  Mr. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  vole  tlie  seventv- 
fotirlh  time  for  SpeEil(er,wilh  the  fallowing  result: 
Whole  number  of  voles  cast,  307;  necessary  to 
«  choice,  lOi;  of  which — 


UeiOuninF.  Leilei.. 


So  there  was  no  choice. 
The  following  is  the  vote 

Firr  Mr.  Bonb— Mnnn.  Alhrli 


i|.  tiiudpbi 


B,  DniUbaw,  BRnlon,  Dilffiikrion,  BuiHnguM,  janiei 
ptiell,  Lewta  D.  Cannbctl,  OluflWEsn  t^lul', 
I,  Colbt,  CofnUu,  Cniia,  Camboek,  Uaiorrll, 
Tiintilliy  Dsvii,  Dky,  Dean,  De  IVlu,  Dick,  Dlckua,  DoM, 
ItuHi^e,  Eiuric,  Fluler,  iltUowAf,  Gidilliiu,  flUbtn,  Onn- 

Br,  Gnw,  Rabert  6.  liall,  UstlaD,  Holliroy,  Tltoaiu  H. 
HUHi,  vaieniire  B.  Uonon,  Howanl.  Iluchnon,  KiD«, 
Kiinpp,  Knlfhi,  Knowlun,  Knui,  Kupluj,l,ellet,  Mace, 


Aleisndrr  K.  MinhBll,  Humphnr  Manhall,  Millward, 
Pilne,l?arter,t^c«,  Reade, Kcidy, Hivrrt,  WlUism  R. 
Hmilh,  BnecJ,  Swnpe,  Tnppo,  l/ndeiwood,  Volk,  Walker, 
Whluiey,  uid  Zolllcoffef. 
For  Mr.  AimJiif<on— Mnai.  Huiiioa,   Uoon,  and 


fidh  lime  for  Speaker,  wrth  the  following  reaul 
Whole  number  of  votes  caat,  308;  necessary  w 
choice,  105;  ofwhich — 


AJeuader  t;.  U-  PenaLogtoD . . . 


TtaomuO.  DavidMia. 1 

So  there  waa  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

Far  Mr.  OnUi— Meam.  Albriilil.  AIIimd,  Bill,  Buboar, 
Hi;nry  BFnnMt,  Briuon,  BrlllnnlliirM,  DIniAiini,  Bitftnp, 
BUb,  BniUuiT,  Brmlnn,  Bufflniiliin,  Buctlngiine,  JunH 
H.  Cudplicll,  Lbwu  O.  Cnmpboll,  Oliollbc,  Em  (Jiark, 
Clawxin,  Collhi,Conui»,Cniiin,Uuniluck,  DunrcU.Tiia- 
oiliyDin-U,Dny,D*an,DeW/n,DicX,Dirk«on,DiKt(l,I)ur- 
fEF,  Edle,  Emne,  PlHfir,  GaUnwsj',  Glddinji,  Giibeil, 
Oiangei,  Unw,  Bolwrt  B.  Hotl,  HarlOD.  HoUoway,  Tbomu 
K.  Honon,  Voleaiiiw  B,  Honoo,  Uovard,  Hufluion,  Kln(, 
Knspp,  RDiiln,  KaawlIDd,  Knui,  Kunk«l,  Leiier,  Mice, 
Maneaan,M?K;an]r,Mciclui»,KiIlianM'i]lcr,MDr(iia,Mor- 
in],Moii.Mutniy,Nicliola,Nanan,AnilRwOllnr,  PnrkEr, 
Pcarce.  Folion,  PenniuElon,  Pony,  Feltil,  Pike,  Phnicle, 
Purviance,  BllclUe,  BobUon,  Sabid,3£»,  Ssnp,  Biminuiu, 
Bpiniicr,  Slanlon,  SinniUlui.Toppui,  Tliontirloii.  Tliur- 
■lon,  Todd,  Tralton,  Wsdc,  Wakcmiin,  H'nibildfc,  Wil- 
dron,  CadwnJader  O.  WuhlHime,  EIIIUu  B.  Wanhbunie, 
Inael  Wuhtiuni,  WttHm,  Wclcb,  Wood,  tVoodruff,  lud 
WoodiTonli. 

For  Mr,  nichmJtim— HcHn.  Aiken,  Aden,  Buclaj', 
Bsikidah!,  Bell,  Henry  a,  Rennni.BocDck,  Bowie,  Boyce, 
BtunkB,  Cadwalsdei,  Canilhe»,Cuk>r,  l^llnKinln,  Ifunell 
CDbb.WilUaiDMa  O.  W.  CoMi.Cnite,  (;ra*THud,  Davidwii, 
Denver,  l>owJell,  EdiDondaDn,  FaSou,  Esgliali,  Faulkner, 
Florence,  Thninaa  J.  D.PulIet^oode, Giet'nivoDd,  Angoi- 
tai  Hall,  aaoipMin  W.  lianu,'manniL.  Hatiia,  Rribrn, 

■sfD.  Letqbrr,  Lunipkin,  Bamuel  B.  HtnbiiU,  Msiiinil, 

Mctlullln,  Mcaucvu,  SmiUi  UUlcr,  Millton,  Motdecaf 
Orr,  Peck,  Poirell,  Ctulunan,  Suffln,  Rual,  9ia- 


iaiTigc, 


I,  Warotr 


. __iiili,  fllaulKm,  aiewut,  Tayk..    ._., 

tuUia,  Wollt,  Wipalow,  ud  Jobn  V.  Wrigbt. 
Far  Ifr.  AiUcr.— Mvnn.  BiODm.Jobn  P.  Uaaipbell, Cat- 
Ik,  Cni,  Culleo,  llrniy  Winter  David,  EUicrtdoe,  Kuida, 

■' Kmnrn,  Lake.LimST,  Alei- 

,  MiUnrant,  Falne, 

^., .  -.,  — , _, ;,  -.vera,  William  K-South, 

ed.  Snape,  Tii|iir,  Usderwood,  Valk^  Walker,  \Vbll- 

or  JVr.  FdHimftM— Meaw).  BairlMn,  Moore,  and 

or  Hr-  Orr— Mr,  Evaoa. 


Ftir  Mr.  trMt„ry~Mr.  Henry  M.  PnlleT. 
Far  M.  Daculmn-Mi.  Kictairdnn. 
The   House  proceeded  to  vote  the  seTenty- 
sirlh  time  for  Spt'aker  with  the  following  result: 
Whole  number  of  voles  cast,  308;  necessary  to  a 
choice,  105;  of  which — 
Nathaniel  F.  Banka received..... ................ .101 

WIIUamA.  BicbanbOB ST 

HninrM.  tiiUer 31 

AleiondcrC.M.  Fenniiigtua 3 


So  there  was  no  choice. 
The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 
Fm  Mr.  Amub— Mcnns.  Albrlitii,  AlHMn,  Ball,  Bh- 
boui,   tlenry  Benneu,  Bemttp,  BUIiufbunt^  fitnilian, 
BWmp,  UUu,  Bradibaw,  DtcntoniHuftiiiPiui,  Biuliiiaaie- 
Jaioea  H.  Campbrll,  Lcwia  V.  Campbell,  Chane,^&r 

..,.-.  f. .v..*..  comlns,  Cmnn,  ^ — —- '  i^- 

-  "~-    leWltl 


TimaltiyDaTla,  Day,  Dean,  De 


(a,  lUck,  DfckHd, 
■" -"jdina, 

loway, 
HuRh- 


oasR-Horton,  Valentine  B.  Hortun,  Roward,  H 

King,  Knapp,  KnteKl,  KaowlKin,  Knei,  fcui 

i,«ur,Macc,HaneKHi,  McCtitf,  Heachant,  KlUlan 

let,  Mumn,  MotiiU,  Moti,  Mutny,  Njcliol>,1(an«i, 

dnw  diver,  Paiker,  Pcarce,  Pellon,  PniDinjIlon,  P. 


WodiLbiune,  fuaoi  WajilibiiiD,WaI 

Fur  Mr,  JtiiAiirdion— .Menri.  Alki 
■       -     lell,  Krary  a.  nenaell,  &«.__.,_ 

Iwaladcr,  Camthrix,  CoiUe,  Qini 


Bukadale,  Bell, 

j,Wi: 


Peavcr,  IMwdcll, 


I,  Bowie,  Bi 


Mirfdult 


ler,  liumpkin. 
,  Mcaneen,  B 


aruiau,  maiweu, 
nitnon,  Mordecsi 


aaTaie,8eiTard,Bhnrter,8*nindA.amiUi,WtlllaiBSiniib, 
Birphena,  Btewan,  TsrloTi  VaU,  Waner,  WMUnau  Welt*. 
Wioalnw,  aod  John  V-  Wrljrht. 
ntrlfr.  1>WI>T— HeMn.Bmon.John  P.  CampbeU,i;n- 

Ule,  CoT,  CuDen,  Heni^  WInKr  l>airi9,EUieridn,  EuMIb, 
FcHlerJ.  Motrinn  Hanla,  Kenneu,  Laiis,  LlaiJkv,  Alei- 
aodor  K.  ManbaJl,  Uunphmy  Manhall,  HUlword,  PauK, 
Poner,  Put)  car,  Beade,  Beady,  Riwm.Waiioni  R.  enutb, 
Hnivd,  .«wnpc,  Trippe,  Underwood,  Valk,  H'alkcr,  Widl' 
nn,  and  ZollicoRer. 
Etr  Mr.  IJ'BBlivfam— Meoni.    Baniaoa,   Moon,  aad 

.f^rJfr.  Orr-Ur.  Erani, 

For  Mr.  Ld(«— Mr.  Dunn. 

Far  Mr.  WIUianu—Mi.  Wherler. 

Fir  Mr.  IfUnry— Mr.  Uenir  H.  FuUer. 

Ar  Mr.  Factrr—Xi.  Kichardaon, 

Mr.  LEITER.    X  move  that  the  Houav  do 

Mr.  LETCHER.  On  that  motion  I  demaad 
tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered,  and  Measil.  Lkit>k  and 
Va  II. -appointed. 

The  queation  vom  taken,  and  the  leUers  re- 
ported— ayes  95,  noes  4i. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  tiiereupon 
(at  three  o'clock)  the  House  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow, at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 


HODSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Saturdat,  Dtctmbtr  39,  1855. 

The  House  was    called  to  order  at  twelvtt 

o'clock,  m. 

The  Journal  ofyesterday  was  read  and  appro ved< 

ELECTION  OF  SPEAKER. 
The  House  proceeded  to  vole  the   seventy- 
seventh  time  for  Speaker,  with  the  fotlowins 
result:  Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  SD9i  neces- 
sary to  a  choice,  lOS;  of  which — 


HeoiyM 


el  P.  Ban 

VEichartaon,. 


WiUiam  O.  tloode 1 

So  there  was  do  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

Far  Mr.  BoBla—MamH.  Albhihl,  Allisnn,  Ball,  BarbDnr, 
Hi'nry  Bennett,  B«n«>n,  Billin^iinl,  Blnihahi,  Bbhop, 
BUxs.  Bradataaw,  Brentoo,  BufflnsloD,  UaiimianK,  Jase* 
H-  Caiopliell,  ChoJIke,  Kara  Clark,  Clainon,  Uollu,  Com- 
iBi ,  L'raii  n,  Cumtinck,  Uainrell,  Tinuihy  Dav  i>.  Da]',  Dean, 
DeWlu.  Dick,  Dickw>n,  Dadd,D^rl^,Eln'^,t^lrfc,P]«- 
ler,  aalloiray,  Giddinpi,OUhrrt,  Otanfer,  Grow,  Buben  B. 
HoU,  HarlaD,  llDllDmy,  Tboma*  B.  HDrlDn,  Valentin*  B. 
Hottoo,  HawBid,  HucJialDa,  Kinf,  Koapp.  Kplctit,  Knoa^ 
ton,  Ksoi,  Kuukd,  Leiier,  Mace,  Malieton,  McCoity, 
Meacliam.Killian  Miller,  Mornri,  Motrill,  Mou,  Mnmr 
NIchnli,  Nprton,  ^idnw  OHvei,  Pailm,  Pelree,  BpUdb. 
Pcnnuiflon,  Pony,  Pcoil,  Pike,  Prfn^ ,  Piuvtancc,  Bildila 
Boliuan,  dabiu,  Sacv,  aapp,  Siinmona,  Bplnner,  aiaploa, 
BlranabHn,TapHnrin<<ringinn,Tfiurfi|nri,  ToiliI,  TraltOfl, 
Wade,  Wnkemnn,  WiUbrlds*,  WitMmn,  Cartmladet  C. 
W^aidibunie,  ElintoB.  Woahbunie.  IHoel  WMhbuii,  Wu- 
•on,  Waleb,  Wood,  Woodruff,  and  Woodwortti. 

Ftr  Mr.  MictAdB*— Hown.  Adien,  Allen,  Buctay, 
B»ikHUle,  DfrtI,  Henry  S.  Bi-nneli,  Bocock,  Bow.e,  Do)ce, 
Bvoolw,  CedBaladef ,  Carathera,  ra>kle,  dlnpnan ,  flow- 
"  VMi,  WUUanuffli   K.  W.  Cobt,  Ciaige,  Cnirftnt, 


t,  ^oode,  CcHK. 
wood,  Allpi*lu»  Hall,  Baqiiwon  W.  Ilnrrt",  Tftoniaa  L. 
Ilarrli,  neibeit,  Houaton,  OeornE  W.  Jones,  J.  Olaner 
Joaea,  Kelly,  Kldwell,  Leicber,  Lunnkin,  Bamuel  B. 
Mamhsll,  MrtweU,  ncHulllB,  Ncaueen,  aqiiili  Miller, 
Mlllwa,  Mordecai  Ollvur,  Orr,  Prek,  Powell,  duiimaii, 
SDAn,  Biut,  Sandldfc,  Bavage,  Seward,  Stioncr,  Saniuel 
A.  Bmith,  twiliamamiili,  Bicphena,  Siewnn,  Taylor  VaU, 
Warner,  Walkina,  Wetb,  Wiuiloir,  and  John  V.  WnfM. 

At  Jlr.  fWiar— Meaaia.  Bnwm,  John  P.  Caa>plwll,Cai>- 
lile,  Coi,  Culleil,  Henry  Winier  Oavia,  Eiherid^  Euaiia, 
Fnner,  J.  Motriion  llarria,  Haven,  Kannett,  Late,I.indlcy, 
Aleiander  K.  Mardia^.  Ifuuiphrey  Marahall,  Mtllward. 
PMne,  Porter,  Pnryeir,  Resde,  Beady,  Rivera.  WJIItam  R. 
Hnitfa,  8necd,awuae, 'rrifpe,  Undenrood,  Valk,  Waiko, 
Wbluiey,  and  Znl  I  icoHer. 

f\>r   Mr.  PnuUngtsn— Megan.  Huriaon,  Howe,  and 


For  Mt.  tniKm—yit.  Henry  M,  Fnller. 

Ar  Mr.  Gooit-^r.  Rleb«rd«in. 

The  Clerk  then  again  called  the  roll,  and  ths 
fcllowmg  was  the  result  of  the  seventy-eighth 
vote:  Whole  number  of  votes  raat,  211;  nccta- 
sary  to  achoiee,  106;  nf  which — 


KiUiHlIel  r.  Danki  rr 


eived... 


..103 


186S. 


tttM  cidNfeiitlssioNAL  gl6be. 


lOi 


WUKam  A.  Richardson 68 

BeiiryM.  Fuller 33 

AlexanderC.  M.  PeniiiDgton 3 

JamcaL.  Orr 1 

BetOaniinF.  Leitcr.... 1 

JobD  WUIlaow I 

TtMMDas  E.  Whitney 1 

Zedeliiah  KidweU 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Ifr.  AonAs— Messrs. Afbright.  Allison,  Ball,  Barbour, 
B«nry  Bennett,  Benson,  Billini»hiir9t,  Bingham,  Bishop, 
Bliss,  Bradshaw,  Brenton,  Buffington,  Biirlingnme,  Jamee 
B.  Campben.  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  ODiaflfec,  Ezra  Clark, 
ClawBon,  Colfax,  Corains,  Cramio,  Cuinhack.  Oamrell^Tim- 
dthy  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  Oe  Witt.  Dick,  uickjson,  Dodd, 
Durflee,  EUlie,  Edwards,  Emrie,  Flagler,  Galloway.  Giddiqgs, 
Silbert,  Graoier,  Grow.  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan,  Holloway, 
Thomaf  R.  Udrton,  ValcntinaB.  Hortun,  Howard,  Hugb- 
■ton.  King,  Knapp,  Kni|hK  Knowlton,  KnoXf  Runkel, 
Ijeiter,  Mace,  Matteson,  McCarty,  Meacham,  Killian  Miller, 
Morgan,  MoniU.Mott,  Murray,  Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew 
Cttiver,  Parker,  Pearce,  Pelton,  Pennington,  Perry,  Pettit, 
Fike,  Pringle,  Porviance,  Ritchie,  Robison,  Sabin,  Sage, 
Sapp.  Sinunona,  8pinner,  Stanton,  Stranahan,  Tappan, 
Tbonngton,  Thurston,  Todd,  Trafton,  Tyson.  Wade, 
Wakeman.  Walbodge,  Waldron,  Cadwalader  C.  Wash- 
borne,  Etliha  B.  Wasbbume,  Israel  Washburn,  Watson, 
Welch,  Wood.  WoodradT.aud  Woodworth. 
.  For  Mr.  JacA<mb9n— Messrs.  Aiken,  AUen,  Barclay, 
Barskdale^  Bell.  HennrS.  Bennett,  Bocock, Bowie,  Boyce. 
BrookSrCiidwaiaiier,CarutherB,Caakie,Clingnian,  Howell 
Cobb,  WiUiamson  R^  W.  Cobb,  Craige,  Crawibrd,  David- 
•pa,  Denver,  DowdeU,  Edmandton.  Elliott,  Engtlsh,  Faulk- 
ner, Florence.  Thomas  J.  D.  Fulwr,  Goode,  Greenwood, 
Angustns  HaU,  SaimkMiu  W.  Uarrta,  Thomas  L.  Harris, 
Mettoert*  Houston,  George  W.  Jones,  J.  Olanoy  Jones, 
KcMy,  KidvelL,  Letcher,  Lumpkin,  Samuel  S.  Itforshall, 
JfazwelL  McMullin,  McQueen,  Smith  Miller,  MUIikmi, 
Bfonleoai  OhTer,  Orr,  Peck,  Powell,  Quitman,  Ruffln, 
Kust,  Sandidge,  Savage,  Seward,  Shorter,  Samuel  A. 
Smith,  William  Smith,  Stephens,  Stewart,  Taylor,  Vail, 
Warner.  WatUna,  Wells,  Winslow,  and  John  V.  Wright. 

JW  Mr,  JWIe^T-MesstB.  Broom,  John  P.  Campbell, 
Cariile,  Cox,  Cullcn,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Etheridge, 
fioatia,  Foster,  J.  MorrisonmuTis.  Haven,  Kennett,  Lake, 
Uadtey,  Alexander  K.  Marahall,  Humphrey  Marshall, 
BliUwani,  Paine,  Porter,  Puryear.  Reade,  Ready.  Rivers, 
Wflliam  R.  Smith,  Sneed,  Swope,  Trii^,  Underwood, 
Talk,  Walker,  Whitney,  and  ZoUicoffer. 

jFor  Jfr.  Penmnglon— Messrs.  Harrison,  Moere,  and 
BcTOtt. 

Ihr  Mr.  Orr— Mr.  Evans. 

For  Mr.  Ltiicr — Mr.  Dunn. 

For  Mr.  WiUiam*— Mr.  Wheeler. 

For  Mr.  WhUney^Mr.  Henry  M.  Fuller. 

For  Mr.  KidwtU^Mr.  Richardson. 

PreTiotis  to  the  announcement  of  the  vote, 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Alabama,  said:  Mr.  Clerk, 
in  looking  over  the  proceedinffs  of  yesterday,  n.8 
reported  m  the  QIodc,  I  fmd  that  my  name  is 
omitted  in  the  last  vote.  At  a  moment  like  this, 
"when  th6  eyes  of  the  country  are  directed  with 
much  solicitude  to  our  proceeding,  I  would  not 
have  those  who  honored  me  with  their  confidence 
to  belicTe  that  I  have  been  at  any  time  absent 
from  my  post  of  duty.  I  was  here ,  sir,  and  voted. 
I  should  not  have  alluded  to  this,  but  it  is  the  sec- 
ond instance  where  I  find  my  name  is  omitted 
Irom  the  votes.  I  furthermore  wish  to  say  that, 
if  this  be  a  correct  transcript  of  the  Journal,  I 
hope  it  will  be  corrected  so  as  to  conform  to  the 
laets. 

The  CLERK.  The  Journal  has  been  sent  for, 
and  the  Clerk  would  state  to  the  ^ntlcman  from 
Alabama,  that  his  name  appears  m  the  vote  indi- 
cated. 

The  House  proceeded  to  vote  the  seventy- 
ninth  time  for  Speaker,  with  the  following  result: 
Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  209;  necessary  to 
a  choice,  105;  of  which — 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks  received 109 

William  A.Richardson .' 68 

Henry  M.  Fuller 31 

Alexander  C.  M.  Pennington.... «....   3 

James  L.  Orr 1 

Benjamin  F.  Letter..... 1 

Thoma«  R.  Whitney 1 

Albert  G.  Talbon 1 

John  Williams 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  Banks— Mewn.  Albright,  Allison,  Ball,  Barbour, 
Benry  Bennett,  Benson,  Billinghurst,  Bingham,  Bishop, 
Bliss,  Bradshaw,  Brenton,  Bufflngtun.  Burltngnme,  James 
H.  Cfampbell,  Lewis  D.  Campbeil,JCfhaffee,  Eera  Clark, 
Clawson,  Colfox,  Comins,  Cragln,  .Cumback,  Damrell, 
Timothy  Davis.  Day,  Dean,  De  Witt,  Dick.  Dickson,  Dodd, 
Dnrfee,  Edie,  Eidwards,  Erorie,  Flaffler,Galioway,  Giddings, 
Gilbert,  Graiiger,  Grow.  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan,  Uolioway, 
Thomas  R.  Horton,  Valentine  B.  Horton,  Howard,  Hughs- 
loo,  King,  Knapp,  KniKht,Knowlton,  Knox^  Kunke],Leiter, 
Mace,  Matteson,  McCarty,  Meacham,  KiUmn  Miller,  Mor- 
Can,  MorrlU,  Mott,  Murray,  Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew  Oli- 
ver, Parker,  Pearce,  Pelton,  Pennington,  Perry,  Pettit,  Pike, 
Pringle,  Purviance.  Ritchie,  Sabin,  Sage.  Sapp,  Simmons, 
Bpinner.  Stanton,  Stranahan,  Tappan.  Thomigton,  Thurs- 
ton, Todd,  Trafton,  Tyson,  Woae,  Wakemfii,  Walbridge, 


Waldron.  Cadwalader  C. Washbume.Elinm  B.Wa^hbume. 
Israel  Wa  hbum,  Watson,  Welch,  Wood,  Woodruff,  ana 
Woodworth. 

For  Mr.  JiicAortUon.— Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen^  Barclay, 
Barksdole,  Bell.  Henry  S.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie,  ttoyco- 
Brooke,  Cadwalader,  Caruthers,  Caskie,  Clingman,  Howell 
Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Craigo,  Crawford,  David- 
son, Dehver,  Dowdell,  Edmund^oa,  Elliott,  Eutclish,  Faulk- 
5er,  Florence.  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode,  Greenwood, 
.ugufitus  Hall,  Thomas  L.  Harritf,  Sampson  W.  Harris, 
Herbert,  Houston,  George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Joncsi, 
Kelly,  Kid  well,  Letcher,  Lumpkin,  Samuel  S.  Marshall, 
Maxwell^  McMullin,  McQueen,  Smith  Miller,  Million, 
Mordccai  Oliver,  Orr,  Peck,  PowcU,  Quitmau.  RutQn«  Rui«t, 
Sandidge,  Savage,  Seward,  Shorter.  Samuel  A.  Smith, 
William  Smith,  Stephcnt",  Stewart,  Taylor,  VaJI,  Warner, 
Watkins,  Wells,  Winslow,  and  John  V.  Wright. 

For  Mr.  Fuller — Messra.  Broom,  John  P.  Campbell,  Car- 
iile, Cox,  Cullen,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Etheridge,  Eiuttis, 
Foster.  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Haven,  Kennett,  Lnke,  Lindley, 
Burapnrey  Marshall,  Millward,  Paine,  Porter,  Pu|year, 
Reade,  Ready,  Rivers,  William  R.  Smith,  Sneed,  Swope, 
Trippe,  Underwood,  Valk,  Walker,  Whitney,  and  ZoUi- 
coffer. 

For  Mr.  Pennington— Measn.  Harriaon,  Moore,  and 
Scott. 

Fbr  Mr.  Orr — ^Mr,  Evans, 

For  Mr.  Leiter — Mr.  Dunn. 

For  Mr.  WTlttncy— Mr.  Henry  M.  Fuller. 

For  Mr.  TalboU—Mr.  Richardi^on. 

For  Mr.  WUliam$— Mr.  Wheeler. 

Previous  to  the  announeement  of  the  above  vote, 
Mr.  ROBISON  stated  that  he  had  paired  off 

with  Mr.  ALEXAin>ER  K.  Marshall,  who  was 

unexpectedly  called  firom  the  city. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  vote  the  eightieth 
time  for  Speaker,  with  the  following  result: 
Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  208;  necessary  to 
a  choice,  105;  of  which — 

Nathaniel  P.  Bank«4  received ..101 

William  A.  Richardson 68 

Henry  M.  Fuller 30 

Alexander  C.  M.  Pennington 4 

Bei^amin  F.  Leiter 1 

James  L.  Orr.... 1 

John  Williams t 

Thomas  R.  Whitney 1 

Johns.  Caskie 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  Banks — Messrs.  Albright,  Allison,  Ball,  Barbour, 
Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  Billhighurst,  Bingham,  Bi«thop, 
BUw,  Brenton,  Buffington,  Burlingnme,  Jameii  H.  Camp- 
bell, Lewis  D.  Campl^ll,  ChafTee,  Ezra  Clark^  Clawson, 
Colfbx,  Comins,  Cragin,  Cumback,  Damrell,  Timothy  Da- 
vis, Dav,  Deajl,  De  Witt,  Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd,  Durfee, 
Edwards,  Edi^,  Emrie,  Flader.Golloway,  Giddiitg8,GLlbGrt, 
Granger,  Grow,  Robert  B.  Flail,  Harlan,  Iiolloway,  Thomas 
R.  Horton,  Valentine  B.  Horton,  Howard,  Hugliston,  King, 
Kioapp,  Knight,  Knowltoo,  Knox,  Kunkel,  Leiter,  Mace, 
Matteson,  McCarty,  Mciicham,  Killian  Miller,  Morgan, 
Morrill,  Molt,  Murray,  Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver, 
Parker,  Pearce,  Pelton,  Pennington,  Perry,  PetUt,  Pike, 
Pringle,  Purviance,  Ritchie,  Sabin,  Sage,  Sapp,  Simmons, 
Spinner,  Stanton,  Stnnahui,  Tappan,  Thoriogton,  Tburs> 
ton,  Todd,  TraAon,  Tyson,  Wade,  Wakeman,  Walbridge, 
Waldron,  Cadwalader  C.  Washbume,  EUihu  B.  Wasb- 
bume, Israel  Washburn,  Watson,  Welch,  Wood,  Wood- 
ruff.  and  Woodworth. 

For  Mr.  Bickardton  Messrs.  Aiken,  AUen,  Barclay, 
Barksdale,  Bell.  Heniy  S.  Bennett,  Bocock^  Bowie,  Boyce. 
Brooks.  Cadwalader,  Caruthers,  Casklc,  Clin;nnan,  Howell 
Cobb,  WUIiamfton  R.  W.  Cobb,  Cmigc,  Crawford,  David- 
son, Denver,  Dowdell,  EdmundiK>n,  Elliott,  English,  Faulk- 
ner, Florence,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode,  Greenwood, 
Augustus  HaU,  Sampson  W.  Harrio,  Thomas  L.  Harris, 
Herbert,  Houston,  George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones, 
Kelly,  Kidwell,  Letcher.  Limipkin,  Samuel  S.  Marshall, 
Maxwell.  McMullin,  McQueen,  Smith  Miller,  Millson, 
Mordeeai  Oliver,  Orr,  Peck,  Powell,  Uuiunan,  Ruffia,  Rust, 
Sandidge,  Savage,  Seward,  Shorter,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  Wil- 
liam Smith,  Stevens,  Stewart.  Taylor.  Vail,  Warner,  Wat- 
kins,  Wells,  Winslow,  and  Jotin  V.  Wright. 

For  Mr.  Fuller^— Momn.  Broom,  John  P.  Campbell,  Gar- 
lile.  Cox,  Cullen,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Etheridge,  Eustis, 
Foster,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Kennett,  Lake,  Lindlpy, 
Humphrey  Marshall,  Millward,  Paine,  Porter,  Puryear, 
Reade,  Ready,  Rivers,  William  R.  Smith,  Sneed,  Swope, 
Trippe,  Underwood,  Valk,  Whitney,  Walker,  and  Zolli- 
con«r. 

Far  Mr*  Paminffoii— Messn.  Harrison,  Haven,  Moore, 
and  ScotL 

For  Mr.  LeUer—MT.  Dunn. 

For  Mr.  Orr— Mr.  EvauR. 

For  Mr.  WUtiams— Mr.  Wheeler. 

For  Btr.  fThUney-^Mr.  Henry  M.  Fuller. 

For  Mr.  Caskie— Mr.  Richardson. 

Mr.  ETHERIDGE.  We  have  colled  the  roll 
four  times,  and  the  result  does  not  indicate  that 
we  will  effect  an  election  to-day.  We  have  had 
the  usual  number  of  ballotings,  and,  if  I  believed 
any  gentleman  here  was  prepared  to  change  his 
position,  I  myself  would  be  willing  to  see  the 
voting  go  on;  and  if  any  {gentleman  will  rise  in 
his  place  and  say  that,  arler  one,  two,  or  three 
votes  more,  he  will  change  his  position,  I  will 
not  make  the  motion  which  I  had  intended  to 
make.  [Laughter.]  I  think  it  is  as  well  to  order 
the  Clerk  to  set  down  the  names,  upon  the  next 
ballot,  as  they  were  upon  the  last.    It  is  now 


Saturday  afternoon,  and  we  have  performed  a 
very  good  week's  work.  Our  not  effecting  a  re- 
sult has  not  been  the  fault  of  any  gentleman  here, 
and  to-morrow  being  the  Sabbath  day,  for  which 
we  need  time  for  preparation,  I  move  that  tlio 
House  do  now  adjourn,  and  I  hope  there  will  be 
no  objection  to  the  motion,     furies  of  "No! 

no  I"] 
The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  vote  the  eightv- 

first  time  for  Speaker,  with  the  following  result: 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  209;  necessary  to 

a  choice,  105;  of  which — 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks  received 102 

William  A.  Richardson 68 

Henry  M.  Fuller 30 

Alexander  C.  M.  Pennington 4 

Benjamin  F.  Leiter 1 

JamesL.Orr 1 

John  Williams...... 1 

ThomasR.  Whitney 1 

Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  Banks— Measn.  Albright,  Allison,  Ball,  Barbour, 
Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  Billinghurst,  Btn^iam,  Bishop, 
Bliss,  Bradshav^,  Brenton,  Buffington,  BurUngame,  Jnmos 
H.  Campbell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  ChafTee,  Ezra  CInrk, 
Clawson,  Colfax.  Comins,  Cragin,  Cumback,  Dainrnll, 
Timothy  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  De  WiU,  Dick,  Dickon,  Dodd, 
Durfee,  Edwards,  Edie,  Emrie,  Flagler,  Galloway.  Gidding.s, 
Gilbert,  Granger,  Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan,  Hoiloway, 
Thomas  R.  Horton^alentine  B.  Horton,  Howard,  Ilucbs- 
ton.  King,  Knapp,  Knight,  Knowlton,  Knox,  Kunkel.  Loi- 
ter, Mace,  Matteson,  McCarty,  Meacham,  killian  Miller, 
Morgan,  Morrill.  Mott,  Murray,  Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew 
Oliver,  Parker,  Pearce,  Pelton,  Pennington,  Perry,  Pettit, 
Pike,  Pcingle,  Purviance,  Ritclue,  Sabin,  Sage,  Sapp,  Sim- 
mons, Spinner,  Stanton,  Stranalian.  Tapftan,  Thoringtou, 
Thurston,  Todd,  Trafton,  Tyson,  Wade,  Wakeman,  Wal- 
bridge. Waldron,  Cadwalader  C.  Waahbume,  Elllhu  B. 
Wajihbume,  Israel  Washburn,  Watson,  Welch,  Wood, 
Woodruff,  and  Woodworth. 

For  Mr.  Richardson — Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay, 
Barksdale,  Bell,  Henry  S.  Bennett, Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce, 
Brooks.  Cadwalader,  Carutliers,  Caskie,  Clingmnn,  How- 
ell Cobb,  WJIIiamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Craige,  Crawford,  Da- 
vidson, Denver,  Dowdell,  Edmundson,  Elliott.  English, 
Faulkner,  Florence,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode,  Green- 
wood, Augustus  Hall,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomas  L. 
Harris,  Herbert,  Houston,  George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glniicy 
Jones,  Kelly,  Kidwell,  Letcher,  Lumpkin,  Samuel  S.  Mar- 
shall, Maxwell,  McMullin,  McQueen,  Smith  Miller,  Mill- 
son,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Peck,  Powell,  Quitman,  Ruffin, 
Rust,  Sandidge,  Savage.  Seward,  Shorter,  Samuel  A. 
Smith,  William  Smitli,  Stephens,  Stewart,  Taylor,  Vail, 
Warner  Watkins,  Wells,  vVinslow,  and  John  V.  Wright. 

For  Mr.  Henry  M.  Fuller— Messrs.  Broom,  John  P.  Camp- 
bell, Cariile,  Cox,  Cullen,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Etheritlge, 
Euotis,  Foster.  J.Morrison  Harris,  Kennett, Lake,  Lindloy, 
Humphrey  Marshall,  Millward,  Paine,  Porter,  Puryear, 
Reado,  Heady,  Rivers,  WiUiam  R.  Smith,  Sneed,  S\voi)e, 
Trippe,  Underwood,  Valk,  Walker,  Whitney,  and  Zolli- 
cooer. 

For  Mr.  Penmington—Meagn.  Harrison,  Haven,  Moore, 
and  Scott. 

For  Mr.  Leiter— 'Mr.  Dunn. 

For  Mr.  Orr— Mr.  Evans. 

For  Mr.  HUtimns— Mr.  Wheeler. 

For  Mr.  WHUney— Mr.  Henry  M.  Fuller. 

For  Mr.  7%otnas  J.  D.  Fuller— Mr.  Richardson. 

^  The  Clerk  proceeded  to  call  the  roll  on  the 
eighty-second  vote  for  Speaker,  but  had  not  got 
any  response,  when — 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia,  took  the  floor,  amid 
loud  cries  of  «*Call  the  roll,"  "Go  on,"  "Too 
late,"&c. 

The  CLERK  recognized  Mr.  Smith  as  having 
the  floor. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  have  a  proposition  to  make, 
Mr.  Clerk,  but  I  have  no  objection — if  it  firrutify 
gentlemen — to  have  another  call  of  the  rofl,  and 
then  I  will  state  what  I  was  goinff  to. 

The  Clerk  resumed  the  call  of  the  roll,  and  the 
following  was  the  result  of  the  eighty-second  vote: 
Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  208;  necessary  to  a 
choice,  105;  of  which — 

NathanielP.  Banksreceived 100 

William  A.  Richardson 68 

Henry  M.  Fuller 30 

Alexander  C.  M.  Pennington 6 

James  L.  Orr • 1 

Benjamin  F.  Leiter 1 

John  WiUiams 1 

Thomas  R.  Wniitney 1 

John  S.  Millson 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  Banks— Mfni»m.  Albright,  Allison,  Ball,  Bar> 
hour,  Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  Biiliughurstl  Bingham, 
Bishop,  Bliss,  Brad/$haw,  Brenton,  Buffington,  Burliugame, 
James  H.  Campbell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Chaffee,  flxm 
Clark,  Clawson,  CollHx,  Comins,  Cragin,  Cumback.  Dam- 
rell. Timothy  Davis,  Day.  Dean,  De  Witt,  Dick,  Dickson, 
Dodd,  Durfee,  Edie,  Emrie,  Flasier,  Galloway,  Giddings, 
Gilbert,  Granger,  Grow.  Robert  B.  Hdn,  Harlan,  Hoiloway, 
Thomas  R.  Horton,  Vilcntlne  B.  Horton,  Howard,  Hugh- 
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iton,  Kinf,  Knapp,  Knight,  Knowlton,  Knox,  Kunkel, 
Letter.  Mace,  McCarty,  Meacham.  KUUan  Miller,  Moifan, 
Morrill,  Mott,  Murray,  Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver, 
Parker,  Pearce,  Pelton,  Pennington,  Perry,  Pettit,  Pike, 
Pringle,  Purviance,  Ritchie,  Babin,  oace,  Sapp,  Simmonfl, 
Bpinner.  Stanton,  Stranahan,  Tappan.Thorington,  Thuni- 
ton,  Todd,  Trafton,  Tyson,  Wade,  Wakeman,  Walbridge, 
Waidron,  Cadwalader  C.  Washbume,  Ellihu  B.  Wash- 
borne,  Israel  Washburn,  Watson,  Welch,  Wood,  Wood- 
nffj  and  Woodworth. 

For  Mr.  Riekardion—Meanu.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay, 
Barksdale,  Bell.  Heniy  S.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce, 
Brooks.  Cadwalader,  Caruthers,  Caskie,  Clingman,  Howell 
Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Craige,  Crawford,  David- 
son, Denver,  DowdeU,  Edmundson,  Elliott,  English,  Faulk- 
ner, Florence,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode,  Greenwood, 
Augustus  Hall,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomas  L.  Harris, 
Herbert,  Houston,  George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Kelly, 
Kidwell.  Letcher,  Ltunpkin,  Samuel  S.  Marshall,  Maxwell, 
McMullin^eQueen,  Smith  Miller,  Millaon.  Mordecai  Oli- 
ver, Orr,  Peck.  Powell,  Uuitman,  Ruffin,  Ru8t.  Sandidge, 
Savage,  Seward,  Shorter,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  Smith, 
Stephens,  Stewart,  Taylor,  Vail,  Warner,  Watkins, Wells, 
Winslow,  and  John  V.  Wrirtit. 

For  Mr.  Fuller— Mesan.  Broom,  John  P.  CampbeU.  Car- 
lisle, Cox,  Cullen,  Henrv  Winter  Davis,  Etberldge,  Bustis, 
Foster.  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Kenneth  Lake,  Lindley, 
Humpnrey  Marshall,  Mil  I  ward,  Paine,  Porter,  Puryear, 
Beade,  Ready,  Rivera,  William  K.  Smith,  Sneed,  Swope, 
Trippe,  Underwood,  Valk,  Walker,  Whitney,  and  Zolli- 
coner. 

For  Mr,  Pennington— Meam,  Edwards,  Harrison,  Haven, 
Moore,  and  Scott. 

For  Mr.  Orr— Mr.  Evans. 

Fbr  Mr.  LeUer — Mr.  Dunn. 

For  Mr.  fFUHame-MT.  Wheeler. 

For  Mr.  Wkitnejf— Mr.  Henry  M.  Fuller. 

JVmt  Mr.  Millaon — Mr.  Richardson. 

Mr.  BALL,  (at  three  o'clock,  p.  m.)  I  move 
that  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  ORR  demanded  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.    I  call  for  the  veasand  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  there  were — ^yeas 
SO,  nays  179;  as  follows: 

TEAS— Messra.  Ball,  John  P.  Campbell^  Caruthers,  Cox, 
Etheridge,  Evans,  Henry  M.  Fuller,  Gilbert,  Harrison, 
Lindley,  McUueen.  Porter,  Ready,  Shorter.  Sneed,  Swope, 
Tyson,  Underwood,  Walker,  and  Zollicoffer— 20. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Aiken,  Albright,  Allen,  Allison,  Bar- 
bour, Barclay,  Barksdale,  Bell,  Henry  Bennett,  Henry  S. 
Bennett,  Benson,  Billinghurst,  Bingham,  Bishop,  Bliss, 
Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce,  Bradshaw,  Brenton,  Broom,  BuT- 
fington,  Burlingame,  Cadwalader,  James  H.  Campbell, 
Lewis  D.  Campbell',  Carlile,  Caskie,  Chaffbe,  Ezra  Clark, 
Clawson,  Clingman,  Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W. 
Cobb,  Colfhx,  Comins,  Cragin,  Craige.  Crawford,  Cullen, 
Cumback.  Damrcll,  Davidson,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Tim- 
othy Davis,  Day,  Dean,  Denver,  De  Witt,  Dick,  Dickson, 
Dodd,  Dowdell.  Dunn,  Durfee,  Edie,  Edmundson,  Ed- 
wards, Elliott,  Enirie,  English,  Faulkner,  Flagler,  Florence, 
Foster,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Galloway,  Giddings,  Goode, 
Granger,  Greenwood,  Grow.  Augustus  Hall,  Robert  B. 
Hall,  Harlan,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Sampson  W.  Harris, 
Thomas  L.  Harris,  Haven,  Herbert  HoUoway.  Thomas  R. 
Horton,Valentinc  B.  Hortou,  Houston,  Howard,  Hughston, 
George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Kelly,  Kidwell,  King, 
Knapp,  Knight.  Knowlion,  Knox,  Kunkel,  Lake,  Leiter, 
Letcher,  Lumpkin,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Samuel  S.  Mar- 
shall, Mattcson,  Maxwell,  McCarty,  McMullin,  Meacham, 
Killian  Miller,  Smith  Miller,  Millson,  Moore,  Morgan, 
Morrill,  Mott,  Murray,  Nichols.  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver, 
Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Parker,  Pearce,  Peck,  Pelton,  Pen- 
nington, Perry,  Pettit,  Pike,  Fringle,  Purviance,  Puiyear, 
Quitman,  Reade,  Richardson,  Ritchie,  Rivers,  Ruffin,  Rust, 
Babin,  Sage,  Sandidge,  Sapp,  Savage,  Scott.  Seward, 
Simmons,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  Smith,  William 'R. 
Smith,  Smnner,  Stanton,  Stephens,  Stewart,  Stranahan, 
Tap]mn,  Taylor,  Thorington,  Thurston,  Todd,  Trafton, 
Trippe,  Vail,  Wade,  Wakeman,  Walbridge.  Waidron, 
Warner,  Cadwalader  C.  Washbume,  Ellihu B.  Washbume, 
Israel  Washburn,  Watkins,  Watson,  Welch,  Wheeler. 
Whitney.  Winslow,  Wood,  Woodruff,  Woodworth,  and 
Jolm  V.  Wright-179. 

So  the  House  refused  to  a^ourn. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  I  would  be  glad, 
Mr.  Clerk,  to  gain  the  attention  of  the  House  for 
a  few  minutes;  and  I  promise  the  House  I  will 
not  occupy  it  lon^.  It  will  be  in  the  recollection 
of  this  House,  that  some  days  ago  a  question 
was  raised  here  as  to  the  oosition  of  one  of  the 
ccntlcmen  who  is  voted  for  as  Speaker  of  this 
House— the  gentleman  from  Massachu^tts,  [Mr. 
Banks.]  It  will  also  be  recollected  by  this  House 
that  a  gen  tieman  from  MassnchusetUi  of  the  Amer- 
ican party  (Mr.  Damrell,  I  think, ^  corrected 
me  in  mv  statement,  by  denying  wnat  I  said. 
Sir,  I  haa,  of  course,  no  full  knowledge  on  this 
sutject;  but  I  now  deem  myself  to  be  m  posses- 
sion of  all  facts  requisite  to  place  us  right  in  the 
matter;  and  it  is  for  that  reason  that  I  ask  the 
Attention  of  the  House. 

I  have  the  Boston  Post  before  me,  using  very 
stron?  Isunguage  on  this  subject,  which  paper  haa 
been  nere  for  two  or  three  days,  without  its  state- 
ments being  noticed  by  the  gentleman  referred  to 
in  it,  and  who  corrected  me  on  that  occasion.  I 
■ee  that  this  paper,  upon  its  responsibility,  states 


to  the  House — I  will  not  read  the  strong  language 
it  uses — that  that  gentleman,  in  correcting  me,  and 
denying  that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
voted  for  as  Speaker,  [Mr.  Banks,]  had  left  the 
American  party,  knew,  at  the  time  he  made  the 
statement,  that  he  was  making  a  statement  which 
would  not  be  sustained  in  Massachusetts.  I  shall 
not  read  the  paper  on  this  subject^  for  the  reason 
that  I  have  stated .  The  language  is  stronger  than 
I,  perhaps,  ought  to  read  from  a  newspaper  in 
reference  to  a  member  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Clerk,  there  is  a  further  allegation  as  to 
the  position  of  the  distinguished  gentleman  TMr. 
Banks]  voted  for  as  Speedier  by  a  portion  of  this 
House.  It  is  represented  that  tnat  gentleman 
commenced  his  political  career  as  a  Democrat; 
that  Jie  was  elected  to  this  House  on  a  former 
occasion  under  the  profession  of  that  faith;  that 
during  the  last  Congress  he  cut  himself  loose  from 
the  Democratic  party,  having,  in  the  mean  time, 
turned  Free-Soiler;  that  he  went  home  fi-om  this 
Hall  at  the  expiration  of  the  long  session  last 
Congress,  and  uecame  an  American;  that,  after 
having  so  become  an  American,  it  was  found 
necessary  to  create  a  new  party — known  here 
now  as  the  Republican  party;  that  that  gentleman 
went  home  and  joined  that  new  party;  that  he 
became  one  of  the  fVision  partv,  and  as  a  fusion- 
ist,  having  previously,  as  an  American,  and  as  a 
Free-Soiler,  not  as  a  Democrat, obtained  that  very 
majority  on  which  he  prided  himself  a  few  days 
ago. 

Nor,  Mr.  Clerk,  is  this  all.  I  *ay  here,  sir, — 
and  I  have  authority  before  me  which  is,  I  think, 
sufficient  to  establish  the  fact, — that  tlie  fusion 
party  was  formed  out  of  the  fra^ents  of  all  par- 
ties m  Massachusetts,  and  that  m  support  of  that 
fusion  party,  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
to  whom  I  refer  |Mr.  Banks]  traveled  through 
the  State,  submittmg  addresses  to  the  people  m 
various  and  different  assemblies.  What  was  his 
argument  then  ?  What  the  position  which  he 
occupied  ?  I  will  read  fW>m  this  paper  a  few  words 
to  show  it: 

«  Banks  believed  that  this  fbslon  party  would  cajrry  the 
whole  North  and  make  turn  Speaker,  and  so  he  joined  it. 
The  convention  nominated  Rockwell  (a  former  Whig)  on 
an  exclusive  anti-slavery  platform,  to  oppose  what  they 
called  ^  the  aggressions  of  the  slave  power.*  ** 

I  say  to  this  House,  then,  that  the  position  of 
that  gentleman  [Mr.  Banks]  was  that  which  is 
here  described.  He  joined  the  Vision  party  for 
the  express  purpose  and  design  of  resisting  what 
he  charged  to  have  been  '*  the  agressions  of  the 
slave  power.**  Nor  js  this  all,  Mr.  Clerk.  To 
show  that  that  was  the  understanding  and  the 
character  of  that  canvass,  the  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor who  was  nominated — for  the  first  nomin- 
ations under  this  fusion  party  were  at  the  Wor- 
cester Republican  Convention — comes  out  and 
proclaims  the  objects  of  the  party  as  follows: 

«  The  object  to  he  aecomfUMhed  i»  that  the  free  Stateaahall 
take  posseuion  of  the  Government  by  their  tmited  votea. 
Old  party  affiliations  and  prejudices  must  be  forgotten. 
We  have  the  power  in  number.'' 

The  nominee  for  Governor,  Mr.  Rockwell,  on 
accepting  his  nomination,  says: 

<'.  Recognizing  the  paramount  iaeue  (anti-slavery)  I  recog- 
nize, as  the  only  practical  means  of  sustaining  our  position 
upon  that  issue,  our  cooperation  with  the  masses  of  our 
friends  in  other  States  in  the  formation  of  the  Republican 
party  of  the  Union." 

These  were  the  sentiments  the  gentleman  main- 
tained in  that  canvass,  resulting  in  the  over- 
whelming defeat  of  the  party  he  sustained. 

I  refer  thus  rapidly  to  these  matters,  because  I 
want  this  House  to  understand  distinctly,  that  the 
candidates  of  this  fusion  convention  recognized 
as  their  only  duty  hostility — I  may  say  sectional 
hostility,  and  nothing  else — to  wnat  Uiey  called 
the  pro-slavery  power.  I  sa^,  and  I  want  it  to 
go  out  to  the  country,  that  m  this  very  canvass 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Banks,] 
who  now  claims  to  be  an  American,  and  who  is 
supported  now  in  this  House  as  an  American, 
then  openly  denounced  the  American  party  in 
Massachusetts.  ' 

Mr.  GALLOWAY*  Will  the  gentleman  per- 
mit me  to  say  a  word .' 

Mr.  SMITH  Not  now.  I  cannot  be  inter- 
rupted. Now,  sir,  having  stated  these  things,  I 
want  it  to  be  understood  here  how  these  gentle- 
men are  supported  at  home.  Let  it  be  remem- 
bered that  the  members  now  occupying  seats  in 
this  Hdl  iVom  the  State  of  Massachusetts  were 


elected  prior  to  this  fusion  convention,  but  par- 
ticinateo  in  it,  and  in  the  subsequent  movements 
of  tne  fusion  party  in  that  State. 

I  shall  now  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  result  of  that  fusion  movement,  and  show  the 
mighty  chanm:  which  has  been  wrought  at  the 
subsequent  election  for  Governor.  I  will  show 
that  these  gentlemen  who  boast  of  their  majority 
of  thousands,  stand  here  to-day  supported  by 
only  a  minority  of  their  constituents.  I  send  up 
this  extract  to  the  Clerk's  desk,  and  ask  the  Clerk 
to  read  it. 

Mr.  SAGE.  Is  the  article  the  gentleman  re- 
fers to  fVom  the  Boston  Post  or  from  the  Wash- 
ington Star. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  do  not  know;  it  may  be  for 
aught  I  know. 

The  Clerk  then  read  as  follows: 

**  Mr.  Bamks'b  Sbvbn  Tuocsakd  Majortft. — ^Tbe  Boa- 
ton  Bee,  of  the  5i6th  ultimo,  enables  us  to  throw  light  upoo 
the  condition  of  popular  sentiment  in  Massachusetts.  The 
reader  will  perceive,  from  so  much  of  its  article  as  we  ei- 
tract,  that  Mr.  Banks's  seven  thousand  uMijonty,  when  last 
elected,  has  dwindled  into  a  very  lean  minority  indeed,  in 
the  recent  gubernatorial  election  in  the  Bay  State : 

**  <  One  year  ago,  Robert  B.  Hall  was  elected  in  the  first 
district  by  about  three  thousand  five  hundred  majority  over 
all ;  now  the  gubernatorial  vote  shows  his  party  to  be  ia 
a  minority  of  four  thousand  seven  hundred  knd  twenty- 
two,  showing  a  net  loss  to  Mr.  Hall,  in  one  year,  of  over 
eigM  thotuand  votea.  The  American  ticket  has  a  plorali^ 
now  of  over  eighteen  hundred  votes  in  his  district. 

« <  One  year  a^o,  William  S.  Damrell  had  a  majority  over 
everything  combined  of  tix  thomand  and  eighty-ynree  ;  ttom 
year  his  party  is  in  a  minority  in  the  same  district  of  only 
six  thounand  three  hundred  and  seventy-five.  A  loss  to 
Mr.  Damrell  of  only  about  twelve  thouuvd  five  hundred  vol«t 
in  a  tingle  year.  Some  thunder  there ;  but  wait  till  next 
year,  and  then  hear  it  crash  ! 

*<  *  Anson  Buriingame — alias  "  sleepless  Bnriingame*'— > 
was  chosen  by  twenty-two  hundred  and  fifty-four  majority 
over  all,  fvhich  majority  last  year  is  neariy  double  the  whole 
vote  his  pany  cast  this — it  beiftg  but  the  most  miserable 

of  sixteen  hundred  and  forty  votes.    His  party  threw^ 

the  lowest  number  of  tlie  four  having  candidates  in  the  dis- 
trict. There  is  a  majority  against  Mr.  Buriingame^i  rep- 
resenting the  district  of  seven  thousand  two  hundred  and 
forty-five.  We  wonder  if  he  will  Misten  and  obey.*  Be 
will  next  year,  if  he  chooses  to  be  deaf  this. 

"  <  N.  P.  Banks,  Jr.,  had  last  year  six  thousand  one  hui»- 
dred  and  seventy-four  over  all :  now  he  is  in  a  minority  of 
seven  thousand  six  hundred  and  seven — a  loss  of  only  four- 
teen thousand  votes,  or  thereabouts. 

"  *  So  with  Chauncey  L.  Knapp :  where  he  had  tliree  thou- 
sand over  all  in  1854,  now  the  Republicans  are  between 
five  and  six  thousand  behind  ! 

"  *  Last  year,  in  the  aggregate  vote  of  the  six  congres- 
Bional  districts  the  American  party  candidates  had  a  clear 
majority  over  all  of  twenty-one  thousand  four  hundred  and 
aixty-fi  ve :  now,  the  Republican  party,  into  whose  ranks  the 
gentlemen  above-named  have  gone,'is  in  a  minority,  in  the 
same  six  districts,  of  tliirty-nine  thousand  one  hundred  and 
seventy-nine,  or  a  losa  in  a  single  year  of  over  fiAy  thou- 
sand votes.' " 

PJefore  the  reading  of  the  above  extract  was 
concluded, 

Mr.  WALBRIDGE  (interrupting)  asked  if 
the  ten  minutes  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
had  not  expired  ? 

The  CLERK  replied  that  it  had  not. 

When  the  reading  was  concluded, 

Mr.  SMITH  said:  Mr.  Clerk,  has  my  time 
expired  ? 

The  CLERK.    It  has. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  move  that  when  this  House 
adjourns  to-day  it  adjourn  to  meet  at  ten  o'clock 
on  Monday  next.  I  will'now  proceed  to  submit 
my  additional  remarks. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  That  is  not  a  de- 
batable motion. 

Mr.  SMITH.  If  that  motion  is  not  debatable, 
I  will  submit  one  that  is.  Does  the  Clerk  decide 
that  the  motion  I  have  submitted  is  not  debat- 
able? 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  decides  that  it  is 
not. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  presume  the  Clerk  did  not 
understand  my  motion.  I  did  not  move  that  the 
House  do  now  adjourn,  but  that  when  it  does 
adjourn,  it  adjourn  to  meet  at  ten  o'clock  on 
Mx>n4ay. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  That  motion  is  not  debat- 
able. 

Mr.  SMITH.    I  reckon  it  is. 

A  Member.  Move  to  rescind  the  rule  of  the 
House  limiting  the  speeches  to  ten  minutes. 

Mr.  SMITH.    Very  well.    For  the  sake  of 

fivinff  me  an  opportunity  to  finish  my  remarks, 
will  submit  that  motion. 
Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.    I  hold  that  the 
ffentleman  from  Virginia  is  not  entitled  to  the 
noor.    His  ten  minutes  having  expired,  he  could 
not  hold  the  floor  longer. 


IS65. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


108 


Mr.  SMITH.  Of  coarse  I  could  not  hold  the 
floor  to  continue  my  remarks,  without  some  other 
question  being  before  the  House.  But  I  could 
obtain  the  floor,  as  I  did,  for  another  purpose.  I 
eould  move  to  rescind  the  rule,  and  continue  my 
remarks  upon  that  motion. 

Mr.  JONES.  If  that  was  to  be  the  practice, ' 
your  order,  limiting  the  speeches  to  ten  minutes 
each,  would  be  a  nullity,  because  any  man,  at 
ih/G  expiration  of  nine  minutes,  could  make  an- 
other motion,  imd  go  on  with  his  speech  until 
the  expiration  of  this  Congress,  if  his  physical 
strengln  could  hold  out  for  that  time. 

Mr.  SMITH.    That  makes  no  difference. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks,  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  has  suggested,  that  such 
a  practice  would  virtually  be  an  evasion  of  the 
ten-minute  rule,  and  must  rule  it  out  of  order. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Why,  Mr.  Clerk,  I  have  known 
this  very  thing  to  bo  aone  over  and  over  again. 


from  Virginia  the  only  instance  of  the  kind  that 
23  within  my  recollection.  During  the  last  Con- 
gress, when  the  hour  rule  was  in  operation,  Mr. 
Wentworth,  of  Illinois,  got  the  floor  at  the  con- 
clusion of  Colonel  Benton's  speech,  when  his 
hour  had  expired,  and  made  a  motion,  upon 
iv^hich  Colonel  Benton  went  on  and  finished  his 
speech,  and  the  House  acquiesced  in  it. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  do  not  care;  if  it  was  right 
then,  it  is  right  now.  I  claim  the  floor,  and  insist 
on  my  right  to  occupy  it. 

Mr.  COLFAX.    1  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  will  appeal  from  the  decision 
of  the  Chair,  if  necessary.  I  ask  the  Clerk,  how- 
ever, to  reconsider  his  decision. 

The  CLERK.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Clerk, 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  is  out  of  order.  The 
question  raised  by  the  £;entleman  from  Tennessee 
seems  to  the  Clerk  to  be  right.  He  may,  how- 
ever, be  mistaken ;  and  if  exception  is  taken  to 
his  decision,  he  will  submit  the  question  to  the 
Jlouse. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Ok,  no;  I  will  not  insist  upon 
my  right.  I  can  easily  get  the  floor.  [Loud 
cnes  of  •* Order!  "  Order!"]  I  sav  I  can  easily 
eet  the  floor  at  any  time,  and  I  wiU  have  it  out. 
[Shouts  of  "Order!"  and  excitement.] 

Mr.  GROW.  I  shall  not  consume  the  time  of 
the  House  long.  I  have  but  a  word  to  say.  We 
have  been  for  the  last  few  days,  indeed,  almost 
£rom  the  day  of  our  meeting 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  must  inform  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  that  there  is  no 
question  before  the  House. 

Mr.  GROW.  What  question  did  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  speak  upon? 

The^CLERK.  There  was  no  question  before 
the  House,  but  the  gentleman  from  Vii^inia  rose 
to  a  privileged  personal  explanation. 

Mr.  GROW.  Well,  sir,  I  rise  to  explain  his 
explanation,  and  I  have  but  a  word  to  say.  We 
have  seen  almost  from  the  commencement  of  the 
session,  a  very  remarkable  degree  of  kindness 
and  solicitude  upon  the  part  of  our  friends  in  the 
House  who  are  voting  for  Mr.  Richardson,  lest 
those  who  are  voting  for  Mr.  Banks  should  be 
betrayed  by  their  own  negligence.  They  seem, 
therefore  to  have  taken  us  under  their  patronage, 
and  from  day  to  day  give  us  some  warning  that 
some  great  interest  of  our  (^^nstituents  is  in  dan- 
ger. They  manifest  an  especial  interest,  lest  any 
inan  upon  our  side  of  the  House  should  prove 
recreant  to  his  duty. 

We  think  that  we  understand  our  own  duties. 
The  men  who  vote  for  Mr.  Banks,  in  our  opinion, 
are  as  competent  to  exercise  their  judgment,  and 
to  act  in  accordance  with  it,  as  others  on  this 
floor,  and  that,  too,  without  enlightenment  from 
any  other  source.  And  we  believe,  too,  that  the 
delegation  from  Pennsylvania  are  capable  of  at- 
tending to  the  interests  of  that  good  Common- 
wealth. They  need  no  patronage  from  men  who 
are  voting  for  other  candidates,  lest  they  be  be- 
trayed in  this  conflict.  They  know  and  are  able, 
I  trust,  to  dischar^  properly  their  duties  to  their 
constituents  and  their  State  in  regard  to  the  selec- 
tion of  a  presiding  officer  for  this  House.  [Cries 
of"  Call  the  roUr*  "  Order!"] 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Vii^nia.  I  am  in  order  un- 
less somebody  else  desires  to  address  the  House. 


If  such  be  the  case  I  am  ready  to  yield  the  floor, 
and  to  quietly  listen  to  what  may  oe  said. 

Mr.  GALLOWAY.  If  there  is  no  question 
before  the  body,  I  hold  that  the  gentleman  from 
Vii^nia  is  out  of  order. 

•Die  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania proceeded  with  his  remarks  without  objec- 
tion, aAer  the  Clerk  had  reminded  him  that  there 
was  no  motion  before  the  House.  [Loud  cries 
of  *•  Coll  the  roll ! "]  If  it  be  the  pleasure  of  the 
House,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  will  proceed 
with  his  remarks. 

Mr.  GROW.  My  remarks  were  in  answer  to 
those  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  I  only 
asked  the  seune  indulgence  that  hadbeen  extended 
to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Mo.  Cleric,  I  do  not  profess  to 
be  conversant  with  the  rules  of  order,  but  I  pre- 
sume that  a  motion  to  rescind  the  order  limiting 
debate  will  be  in  order. 

The  CLERK.    The  Clerk  is  of  opinion  tha% 
such  motion  will  be  in  order. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Then  I  submit  that  motion. 
Mr.  Clerk,  the  gentleman  over  the  way,  of  couree, 
needs  no  instruction.  There  may  be  two  ^ood 
reasons  for  it:  his  instruction  would  be  hopeless; 
or  it  may  be  possible  he  is  too  enlightened  to  be 
in  any  way  benefited  by  it.  I  speak  here  that 
the  House  may  understand  the  position  of  those 
who  may  be  called  to  preside  over  its  delibera- 
tions; and  more,  that  the  country  shall  under- 
stand it.  That  is  nil,  sir.  And  while  I  do  not 
hope  to  benefit  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
[Mr.  Grow]  by  anything  that  I  may  utter,  yet  I 
choose  to  speak,  that  eacn  man's  position  may  be 
well  defined,  in  order  to  the  information  of  the 
House  and  the  country;  for  the  corrective  is  with 
the  latter,  at  last. 

But  to  go  on  with  my  original  train  of  remark. 
It  was  remsirked,  the  other  day,  that  the  cen tie- 
man  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Banks!  had  given 
expression  to  disunion  sentiments.  A  quotation 
was  then  made  from  his  speech.  I  have  a  larger 
quotation  with  me  now.  I  intend  to  exhibit  the 
true  character  of  that  speech.  The  invitation  to 
the  meeting  is  couched  m  the  following  language: 


"RtTXJBUCA,V9  or  Maine  ! — jS  Orttnd  RaUyo/the  PeopUf 
Oftpoied  to  the  National  ,Admini»trationf  and  to  the  exten- 
twn  of  slavery  over  the  Territorie»  of  the  United  Statei. 
"  The  citizens  of  the  State,  who  desire  to  help  rescue 
this  Republic  from  its  perils  and  downward  tendencies,  are 
requested  to  meet  in  Mass  Convention,  at  Deering  Hall,  in 
Portland,  on  Tuesday,  August  14th,  to  take  counsel  and 
determine  on  such  a  coureeof  action  as  the  love  of  freedom 
and  sound  patriotism  demand.  The  slave  power  in  this 
nation  has  so  stren^ened  itself  by  the  forbearance  and 
remissness  of  the  North  and  West,  and  the  treachery  of 
some  of  their  Representatives,  that  it  is  no  loneer  a  ques- 
tion whether  Africans  and  their  descendants  shall  be  en- 
slaved, but  whether  the  people  of  the  Free  States  shall  be 
the  humble  servants  of  the  slaveholding  oligarchy.  It  is 
not  a  sectional  issue  between  the  North  and  the  South,  but 
the  question  pressing  on  us  is,  whether  democracy  or  arui- 
tocracy  shall  rule  the  nation.  To-day,  the  Government  of 
this  mighty  RepnbUc  is  in  the  hands  of  a  class,  and  not  of 
a  people.  The  years  through  which  we  are  now  passing 
are  to  determine  whether  the  fVee  States  are  to  be  sub- 
dued provinces,  with  a  mere  outside  or  secondary  influence 
in  the  counsels  of  the  nation,  or  equality,  good  fUth.  and 
sound  republicnnism  shall  prevail  among  the  States  or  this 
Union,  is  the  law  of  freedom,  or  the  iron  rule  of  slavery, 
to  be  r^arded  as  national  ?  Let  the  freemen  of  Maine 
answer  as  the  crisis  demands.  The  Government  must  be 
restored  to  the  principles  and  policy  of  its  founders,  or  this 
Union  cannot  permanently  endure.  The  immense  territo- 
ries of  the  West  must  be  saved  from  the  black  tide  of  slavery 
that  threatens  to  sweep  over  them.  Kansas,  betrayed,  out- 
raged, overrun  by  armed  ruffians,  speaks  to  us  with  a  tongue 
of  flame.  -The  people  of  Maine  will  prove  true  to  her  in- 
stincts of  Justice  and  ft«edom,  and  to  her  former  renown. 

<<  Let  the  assemblage  of  August  14th,  in  numbers  and 
determination,  be  such  as  the  occasion  demands.  Emi- 
nent speakers  of  our  own,  and  from  abroad,  will  address 
the  Convention.  The  following  gentlemen  are  engaged, 
or  confidently  expected  to  be  present  on  the  occasion." 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  Mr.  Clerk, 
what  is  the  question  before  the  House? 

The  CLERK.  It  is  on  the  motion  submitted 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  that  the  order 
for  the  limitation  of  debate  be  now  rescinded. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Then  I  make  the  point  of 
order,  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  is  in- 
dulging in  remarks  utterly  irrelevant  to  the  ques- 
tion under  consideration. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  think  that  I  am  showing  their 
relevancy.  I  do  not  suppose  that  we  are  acting 
under  fixed  rules. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  If  ^he  Clerk  decides  that 
the  gentleman  is  in  order,  I  will  take  an  appeal 
from  that  decision. 

The  CLERK.     The  Clerk  thinks  that  the 


remaiks  of  the  ^ntleman  from  Virginia  are  in 
order.  He  thinks  that  it  is  not  his  province  to 
decide  in  reference  to  the  relevancy  ot  debate. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  take  an  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  Mr.  Clerk,  is  the  appeal 
debatable } 

The  CLERK.    The  Clerk  thinks  that  it  is. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  desire  to  address  my- 
self to  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  St»- 
PHENs.']  Is  it  possible,  sir,  that  wnen  an  election 
is  pending  before  this  House 

Mr.  MEACHAM.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
If  I  understand  the  rules  and  the  Constitution, 
each  gentleman  must  address  the  Chairman,  or 
the  presiding  officer  of  the  House.  Therefore  I 
rise  to  appe5  from  the  decision  of  the  Clerk,  if 
the  Clerk  decides  that  the  gentleman  may  persist 
in  addressing  an  individualmcmber  of  the  House 
of  Representatives. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  is  in  order. 

Mr.  MEACHAM.    Then  I  take  an  appeal. 

The  CLERK.  There  is  another  question  of 
order,  and  another  appeal  now  pending. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  have  already  referred  to  the 
paper.  If  I  hnd  not  been  interrupted,  I  would 
nave  finished  my  remarks  in  a  few  moments.  I 
first  wanted  to  call  (he  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  chjiracter  of  these  fusion  movements  in 
Maine  and  Massachusetts.  By  the  notice  referred 
to,  we  can  understand  the  character  of  the  meet- 
ing it  convened  and  the  speeches  delivered.  On 
that  occasion,  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  Banks,]  with  Mr.  Wape  and  others,  at- 
tended, and  uttered  his  disunion  sentiments,  as 
follows: 

"  Although  I  am  not  one  of  that  class  of  men  who  cry  for 
the  perpetuation  of  the  Union,  tliough  I  am  willing  in  a 
certain  state  of  circumstances  to  let  U  sUdey  I  have  no  fear 
for  its  perpetuation.  But  let  me  say,  if  the  chief  object  of 
the  people  of  this  country  be  to  maintain  and  propagate 
chattel  properQr  in  man,  in  other  words,  human  slavery, 
this  Union  cannot  ttandyond  ought  not  to  Uand." 

The  fusion  movement  was  signally  defeated  in 
Massachusetts  and  also  in  Maine;  and  thus  it 
seems  that  gentlemen  from  those  Statcstu*e  openly 
acting  to  carry  out  a  policy  here  that  has  been 


question  of  order?'*] 
Gentlemen  may  cry  order  as  much  as  they  please. 
I  have  said  what  I  wished  to  say.  You  may  go 
on  with  the  call  of  the  roll.     [Laughter.] 

The  CLERK.  Is  the  Clerk  to  understand  that 
the  gentleman  has  withdrawn  his  motion  to  re- 
scind the  order  for  the  limitation  of  debate? 

Mr.  SMITH.  Yes,  sir,  I  have  withdrawn  it, 
and  would  have  long  since  finished  my  remarks, 
had  I  been  let  alone. . 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  vote  the  eighty- 
third  time  for  Speaker,  with  the  following  result: 
Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  205;  necessary  to  a 
choice,  103;  of  which — 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks  received 99 

William  A.  Richardson 67 

Henry  M.  Fuller 39 

Alexander  C.  M.  Pennington 6 

James  L.  Orr , 1 

John  Williams 1 

Thomas  R.  Whitney 1 . 

Henry  S.  Bennett , 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  Banks— MesBn.  Albright,  Allison,  Barbour, 
Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  Billinghurst,  Bingham,  Bishop, 
Bliss,  Bradshaw,  Brenton,  Buffington,  Burlmgarae,  James 
H.  Campbell,  Lewis  D.  GampbeU.  Chaffee,  Ezra  Clark, 
ClawBon,  Colikx,  Comins,  Cnunn,  Cnraback.  Dararell/rini- 
othy  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  De  Witt,  Dick,  Dickson,  Dodit, 
Durfee,  Edie,  Emrie,  Flagler,  Galloway,  Giddings,  Gilbert, 
Granger,  Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan,  Holloway,Thomaa 
R.  Horton,  Valentine  B.  Horton,  Howard,  Hughston.  King, 
Kuapp,  Knight,  Knowlton.  Knox,  Kunkel,  Leiter,  Matte- 
son,  McCarty,  Meacham.  fciUian  Miller,  Morgan,  Morrill, 
Mott,  Murray,  Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker, 
Pearce,  Pelton,  Pennington,  Perry,  Pettit,  Pike,  Pringle, 
Purviance.  Ritchie,  Sabm,  Sage,  8app,  Simmons,  Spinner, 
Stanton,  Stranahan,Tappan.ThoringU)n.Thunton,  Todd, 
Trafton,  Tyson,  Wade,  Wakeman,  Walbridge,  Waldron. 
Cadwalader  C.  Waahbume,  Elliliu  B.  Washbume,  Israel 
Washburn,  Watson,  Welch,  Wood,  Woodruff,  and  Wood- 
worth. 

For  Mr,  JUdkardtoii— Messri.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay, 
Barksdale,  Bell,  Henry  S.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce. 
Brooks,  Cadwalader.  Caruthers,  Caskie,  Clingman.  Howell 
Cobb,  Williamson  K.  W.  Cobb,  Craige,  Crawford,  David- 
son, Denver,  Dowdell, Edmundson.  Elliott,  En^lsh,  Paalk- 
ner,  Florence.  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Gooide,  Oreenwood» 
Augustus  Hall,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomaa  L.  Hanis, 
Herbert,  Houston,  George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glanev  Jones, 
Kelly,  KidweU,  Letctier,  Lumpkin,  Samuel  8.  Mirriiilt 
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Maxwell.  McMolliii,  McQueen,  Smith  Miller,  Millaon, 
Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr.  Peck,  Powell,  Quitman,  Ruffln,  Rust, 
fhindidge,  Savage,  Sewara,  Shorter,  Samuel  A.  Smith, 
William  Smith,  Steptaena.  Ste wan,  Taylor,  Vail,  Warner, 
WatKios,  Wiuiilow.  and  John  V.  Wright. 

For  Mr.  FuUer—Messn.  Broom.  John  P.  Campbell.  Car- 
|ile.  Cox,  Cullen,  Henry  Winter  Davii,  Etheridge,  Eustis, 
Foster,  J.  Morrison  Harrifl.  Kennett,  Lake,  Linnlby,  Hum- 
phrey Marshall,  Paine,  Potter,  Puryear,  Reade,  Ready, 
Rivers,  WiUiaro  R.  Smith,  Sneed,  Swope,  Trippe,  Under- 
wood, Valk,  Walker,  Whitney,  and  Zoliicoffer. 

Fbr  Mr^  Penninglonr—MttgUB,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Harrison, 
Haven,  Moore,  and  Scott. 

For  Mr.  Orr — Mr.  E!vanf. 

For  Mr.  FFi/ftanw— Mr.  Wheeler. 

F9r  Mr.  Whitnev—Mr.  Henry  Bjf .  Fuller. 

For  Mr.  BemnHf-^Mr.  Richardson. 

Mr.  EUSTIS.    As  we  appear  to  be  making  no 
progress,  1  move  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 
The  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

The  House  proceeded  to  vole  the  eighty-fourth 
time  for  Speaker,  with  the  following  result: 
Whole  numoer  of  votes  cast,  203;  necessary  to  a 
choice,  102;  of  which — 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks  received 08 

William  A.  Richardson £6 

Hsnry  M.  fuller ., 89 

Alexander  C.  M.  Pennington 6 

JnnicffL.  Orr..... 1 

John  Williams 1 

Thomas  R.  Whitney 1 

Paulus  Powell I 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

Fbr  Mr.  Banks  —  Messrs.  Albright,  Allison,  Barbour, 
Benry  Bennett,  Benson,  Btllinghuret,  Bingham,  BIibs, 
Bradtthaw;  Rrenton,  Buffington,  Burlingame,  James  H. 
Ciniphell,  Lewis  p.  Cami)bel].  Chaffee,  Ezra  Clark,  Claw- 
■on,  ColOuc,  Comins,  Cnunn,  Cumback,  Damreli,  Timothy 

gavis.  Day,  Dean,  De  win,  Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd,  Dur- 
e,  Edie,  Emrie,  Flagler.  Galloway,  Giddings,  Gilbert, 
Granger,  Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan,  Holloway,  Thomas 
B.  Hortouj  Valentine  B.  Horton,  Howard,  Hnghston,  King, 
Knapp,  Knight,  Knowtton,  Knox,  Kunkel,  Letter,  Matte- 
son,  McCarty,  Meacham,  Killian  Miller,  Morgan,  Morrill, 
Mott,  Murray,  Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker, 
Pearce,  Pclton,  Pennin^^ton,  Perry,  Pettit,  Pike,  Pringle, 
Furviance.  Ritchie,  Sabra,  Sage,  Sapp,  Simmons^  Spinner, 
Stanton,  Stranabnn,  Tappan.Thorington, Thurston,  Todd, 
Trafton,  Tyson,  Wade,  Wakeman,  Walbridffe,  Waldron. 
Cadwalader  C.  Washbume,  EUihu  B.  Washbume,  Israel 
Washburn,  Watson,  Welch,  Wood,  Woodruff,  and  Wood- 
worth.        • 

Fbr  Mr.  BicAordton — Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay, 
Barkfldale,  Bell.  Henry  S.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce, 
Brooks,  Cadwalader,  Caruthcrs.  Caskie.  Clingman,  Howell 
Cobb,William9on  R.  W.  Cobb,  Crai^,  Crawford,  Davidson, 
X>envcr,  Dowdell,  Edmundson,  Elho^  English,  Faulkner, 


«auuD»vu,  .jc\/*|^v     »»  •    •wii^io,  V.    v«i(uj\^jr    «uuco«  smviijr,  sviir 

well,  Letcher,  Lumpkin.  Samuel  S.  Marshall,  Maxwell, 
McMulUn,  McOueen,  Smith  Miller,  Millson,  Mordecal 
Oliver,  Orr,  Peck,  Powell,  Quitman,  Ruffin,  Rust,  Sandidge, 
Savage,  Seward,  Shorter,  Samuel  A.  Smitb,VYilham  Smith. 
Stephens,  Stewart,  Taylor,  Warner,  Watkiii8,Win8loW)  aiid 
iolm  V.  Wright.  ^     '     * 

For  Mr.  fuMer— Messrs.  Broom,  John  P.  Campbell,  Gai^ 
lile.  Cox,  Cullen,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Etheridge,  Eustis, 
Foster,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Kennett,  Lake,  Lindley,  Hum- 
^rey  Marsnall,  Paine,  Porter,  Puryear,  Reade,  Ready, 
lUvers,  William  R.  Smith.  Sneed,  Swope,  Trippe,  Under- 
wood, Valk,  Walker,  Whbney,  and  ZolUcoffer. 

For  Mr.  Pennington— Meaan,  Dimii^BdwardSi  Eanison, 
Haven,  Moore,  and  Scott. 

For  Mr*  Orr— Mr,  Evuis. 

For  Mr.  Wimam»—Mr^  Wheeler. 

For  Mir.  Whitney— Mr.  Henry  M.  Fuller. 

For  Mr.  PowelU—Mr.  Richardson. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  ^  Mr.  Clerk,  [loud  shouts 
of  "CaU  the  rolll*'  from  all  parts  of  the  Hall,]  I 
will  thank  gentlemen  to  behave  a  little  better; 
they  cannot  cry  me  down.  It  is  now,  sir,  Satur- 
day evening,  [laughter,]  and  we  cannot  possibly 
make  an  election  to-night.  I  will  take  this  occa- 
sion, however,  to  give  notice  to  gentlemen  that  on 
Monday  evening  next,  unless  my  mind  changes, 
I  shall  De  willing  to  remain  here  and  continue  in 
session  until  we  can  effect  an  election.  I  now  move 
that  the  House  adjourn. 

Mr.  WOODRUFF.  I  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  that  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  ORR.    I  call  fot  tellers. 

Messrs.  Eustis  and  Tborington  were  ap- 
pointed. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported—ayes 67,  noes  108. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  move  that  when  the 
House  adjoiurns  it  a^jotim  to  nieet  on  Wednes- 
day next. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  Upon  that  question  I  call 
for  t|ie  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  call  for  tellers  upon  the 
3fp«fl  iM)d  nays. 


Tellers  were  ordered,  and  Messrs.  Wheeler, 
and  WashbuRne  of  Illinois,  were  appointed. 

The  House  was  then  divided,  ana  the  tellers 
reported  fifteen  in  the  affirmative.  So  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  not  ordered,  one  fifth  of  a  quorum 
not  voting  in  favor  thereof.  [Cries  of  *•  Call  the 
roU!"] 

Mr.  SEWARD.  The  House  is  getting  disor- 
derly, and  I  desire  to  know  whether  it  is  m  order 
to  niove  that  James  L.  Orr,  of  South  Carolina, 
be  invited  to  preside  over  this  House  until  a 
Speaker  shall  be  elected  ? 

The  CLERK.    The  Clerk  thinks  it  is. 

Mr.  SEWARD.    Then  I  make  that  motion. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  rise  to  a  question  of 
order.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia  cannot 
make  that  motion  imtil  the  House  first  disposes 
of  the  motion  I  made  a  few  minutes  since,  and 
upon  which  the  yeas  and  nays  h^ve  just  now 
been  refused. 

^  The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  was  under  the  im- 
pression, for  a  moment,  that  the  motion  had  been 
disposed  of.  The  genUemj^  from  New  York  is 
right. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr. 
Wheeler's  motion,  and  it  was  decided  in  the 
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Mr.  HUMPHREY  MARSHALL.  I  move 
that  the  House  do  now  adjourn,  ana  upon  that 
motion  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative — yeas  79,  nays  126;  as  Ibllows: 

YEAB  — Messri.  Allen,  Ball,  Barksdale,  Bell,  Henry  S. 
Bennett.  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce,  Brooks,  Broom,  Cadwal- 
ader, John  P.  Campbell,  Carlile,  Caruthers,  Caslde,  Cox, 
Cullen,  Davidson,  Heniy  Winter  Davis.  Dunn,  Edmundson, 
Edwards,  Elliott,  English,  Etheridge.  Eustis,  Evans.  Faulk- 
ner, Florence,  Foster,  Henry  M.  Fuller,  Goodc,  J.  Morrison 
Harris,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomas  L.  Harris,  Harrison, 
Haven,  Herbert.  Houston,  Kennett,  Kidwell,  Letche#, 
Lindley,  Lumpkin,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Samuel  S.  Mar- 
shall, Miurwell,  McMuUin.  McQueen,  Killian  Miller,  Mill- 
ion, Moore,  Orr,  Porter.  Powell,  Quitman,  Ready.  Rich- 
ardson, Ruffin,  Rust.  Sandidge,  Scott.  Sewaid,  Snorter, 
Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  Smith,  William  R.  Smith, 
Sneed,  Swope,  Trippe,  Tyson,  underwood,  Wakeman, 
Walker,  Wheeler.  Wlutney,  Winslow,  John  V.  Wright, 
and  ZoUicofier— 79. 

NAYS — ^Messrs.  Aiken,  Albright,  Allison,  Barbonr,  Bar- 
day.  Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  BiHinshnrst,  Bingham,  Bliss. 
Braashaw,  Brenton,  Buffington.  Burlingame,  James  H. 
Campbell,  Lewis  D.  Campb«fl,  Onaffee,  Ezra  Clark,  Claw- 
■on,  Clingman,  Howell  Cobb,  WiUiamson  R.  W.  Cobb, 
Colfkz,  Comins,  Cragin,  Craige,  Crawford,  Cumback, 
Damreli,  Timothy  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  Denver,  De  Witt, 
Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd,  Dowdell,  Duil^,  Edie,  Emrie,  Flag- 
ler, Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Galloway,  Giddings,  Gilbert, 
Granger,  Greenwood,  Grow,  Augustus  Hall,  Harlan,  Hol- 
loway, Thomas  R.  Horton,  valentine  B.  Horton,  Howard, 
Hnghston,  Geoive  W.  Jones,  J. Glancy Jones,  Kelly, King, 
Knapp,  Knight.  Knowlton,  knox,  Kunkel,  Lake.  Leiter, 
Matteson,  McCarty,  Smith  Miller,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Mott, 
Murray,  Nichols,  NortoiK  Andrew  Oliver,  Mordecai  OHver, 
Paftie,  Parker,  Pearce,  Peck,  Pelton,  Pennington,  Perry, 
Pettit,  Pike.  Pringle,  Purviance,  Puryear,  Reade,  Ritchie, 
Rivers,  Sabin.  Sage,  Sapp,  Savage.  Simmons,  Spinner, 
Sunton,  Stepnens,  Stewart,  Stranahaii.  Tappan,  Taylor, 
Tborington,  Thurston,  Todd,  Trafton,  Valk.  Wade,  Wal- 
bridge,  Waldron,  Warner,  Cadwalader  C.  Washbume,  El- 
lihu  B.  Washbume,  Israel  Washburn.  Watktns,  Wat«on, 
Welch,  Wells,  Wood,  WoodruiT,  and  IVoodworth— 196. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mt.  barksdale.  I  move  that  when  this 
House  a^ourns  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday 
next,  at  ten  o'clock. 

Mr.  BOYG£.  Upon  that  motion  I  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  move  that  this  ECouse  dp  now 
adjourn. 

Mr.  BARKSDALE.  Upon  that  motion  I  de- 
mand the  yeas  and  nays.  [Cries  of  **No!" 
"Notn 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  think  it  is  evi- 
dent that  nothine  will  he  done  here  to-ni^ht,  and 
if  gentlemen  wifl  vote  down  the  demand  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  I  think  the  House  will  now  ad- 
journ. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  that  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi — th«^t 
when  the  House  adjourns,  it  adjourn  until  Mon- 
day next  at  ten  o'clock — must  first  be  put. 

Mr.  BARKSDALE.    I  withdraw  n^y  motion. 

Mr.  READY.  Inasmuch  as  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  fVom  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Orr]  is  out 
of  order,  and  there  seems  an  indisposition  upon 
the  part  of  the  House  to  adjourn,  I  move  that 
the  House  take  a  recess  until  twelve  o'clock  on 
Monday. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  is  in  order, 


the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Misyissi^ 
[Mr.  Bark8Dai.|c]  having  bc^  wiUidrawn. 

Mr.  MATtESON.  I  demand  the  yeas  tod 
pays  upon  the  motion. 

The  CLERK.  As  many  as  are  in  favorof the 
yeas  and  nays  upon  the  motion  to  adjoom,  win 
stand  up  and  be  counted.  [Cries  of*'  Up,  up,"and 
**Down,  down;"  great  confusion  existing  in  the 
Hall.] 

The  Clerk  declared  that  the  yeas  and  nayi 
were  demanded.  [Cries  of  "  Call  the  roll!"] 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  vid 
nays,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  affrmfttive— yeaa 
102,  nays  92;  as  follows: 

YEAS  — l^esfirs.  AUcen,  Allen,  BaU,  Bvk9d«le,  Bell, 


Crake,  CuUen,  Pavidton,  ll^iy  Winter  Oavii,  Ooiver, 
Doda,  Dowdell.  Dunn,  fdmundson,  Bdwarda.  QUott, 
English,  Etberioffe,  Evans,  Faulkner.  Florence.  BmtjH. 
Fuller,  Thomas  J.  D.Fnllcr.  Goode,  Greenwood, AiqiM 
Hall,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  BtmsHi, 
Haven,  Herbert,  Thomas  R.  Horton,  Valentine  0.  Bonos, 
|{ou8ton«  Geoiye  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Kelly.  Ken- 
nett, Kidwell,  Lake,  Letcher.  Lindley,' Lorodcio,  Buawi 
S.  Marshall,  Maxwell,  McMullin,  McQueen, Sonfth  9^«r, 
Millson,  Moore,  Mordecdi  Oliver,  Orr,  Paine,  feck^Foda, 
Pringle,  Puryear,  Quitman,  Keady,  Richardson,  Ritcbie, 
Hi  vers,  Rumn,  Rust,  8age,  $andidge,  Sai^ge,  $ewanl, 
Shorter,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  Smith,  wiffiam  B. 
Smith,  Sneed,  Stephens,  Stewart,  Swope,  Taylor,  Tripve, 
Tyson,  Underwood,  Walker,  Ellihu  B.  Wasbt»nie,  Wat- 
kin;*,  Wheeler.  Whitney,  W^n&low,  John  V.  Wogiu,  toi 
Zolhcoffer— KB. 

NAYS  ~  Messrs.  Albright,  Allison,  Barbour,  Barcltr, 
Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  Btillinghurst,  Bingbaa,  Bit*, 
Bradshaw,  Brenton,  Buffington,  BurUnesme,  Junes  & 
Campben,X.ewi8  D.  Campbell,  Chaflee,  Exra  Clark,  Oaw- 
son,  Colfax,  Comins,  Cragin,  Crawford,  Cuaback,  Dim- 
rell, Timothy  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  De  Witt,  DieksoD,  Dnrfte, 
Edie,  Emrie,  Fhigler,  Galloway,  Giddings,  GUbert,  Gaaam, 
Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan,  Thomas  L.  Rartii,  BoQo- 
way,  Howard,  Hugheton,  King,  Knapp.  Knight,  Kuowltoa, 
Knox,  Kunkel,  Leiter,  Matteson,  McCany,  MeacliaiD, 
Gillian  MiUer,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Mott,  Murray,  Vlchob, 
Norton,  Parker,  Pearce,  Pelton.  Perry.  Pettit,  Pike,  Pw- 
viance,  Reade,  Sabin,  Sapp,  Scott,  SimmoQSj8iNaMti 
Stanton,  Stranahan,  Tappafi,  Thorinpton,  TharflflB, 
Trafton,  Wade,  Wakeman,  Walbridge,  Waldron,  \raraer, 
Cadwalader  C.  Washbume,  Israel^ Washburn,  WafiSB, 
Welch,  Wells,  Wood,  and  WoodrufF-92. 

Before  the  announcement  of  the  vote,  Mr. 
STEPHENS  said:  As  it  is  Saturday  night, and 
we  are  not  likely  to  do  anything  if  we  stay  here, 
I  will  chan^^e  my  vote  from  "  no  "  to  "aj;"  hot 
I  give  notice,  if  this  House  do  not  elect  a  ^Hsaker 
to-night,  on  Monday  I  shall  do  my  best  to  pre- 
vent another  adjournment  until  a  Speaker  abaU 
be  elected. 

The  Houae  accordingly  (at  six  o^ock,  p.  Jf-i 
adjourned  until  twelve  o'clock,  zn.,  on  Monmf 
next.  ^ 

IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  December  31, 1855. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Hknrt  C.  puM. 
The  Journal  ofThursday  was  read  and  approred. 

The  PRESIDENT  annotinced  the  presence  of 
Hon.  Robert  W.  Johnson,  chosen  by  the  Legi^' 
lature  of  Arkansas  a  Senator  from  that  Suite  for 
the  term  of  six  yaars  from  the  4th  of  JMarch  Iwii 
whose  credentials  were  presented  at  the  last  aw- 
sion.  The  oath  prescribed  by  law  was  adminw- 
tered  to  Mr.  Johnson,  and  he  took  his  seat  ioU>^ 
Senate. 

PETITIONS,  BTC. 

Mr.  SEWARD  presented  a  document  relaUf* 
to  the  claim  of  Richard  Oothoudt  for  arrcar*  w 
pension;  which  was* referred  to  the  Comnutte* 
on  Pensions.  .         . 

He  also  submitted  a  document  in  relation  U>}w 
claim  of  Isaac  Carpenter  to  a  pension;  wwcbj 
with  the  papers  already  on  file,  was  referred  w 
the  Committee  on  Pensions.  ,  j 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Kentucky,  P»«"^ 
the  petiUon  of  William  R.  Combs,  pmyjng  ^^ 
allowed  a  pension  on  account  of  disability  in^'/*" 
while  in  the  military  service  of  theUmtedSt^*' 
v^hich  was  referred  to  the  Conumttee  on  rco 

BlOnS.    ''^  tUlnn 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  presented  the  peution 
of  the  Rev.  J.  L.  Elliott,  hite  a  chaplain  ««« 
United  States  Army,  praying  for  a  grant  of  bounty 
land;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
Public  Lands.  «;n«rto 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Allen  Pierce,  V^^ip^ 
be  allowed  a  quantity  of  land  equal  to  "^fM .  ^ 
chased  by  him,  but  of  which  he  was  dep"^^ 
the  neglect  of  the  United  States  mirTcyoriw»*^ 
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a  return  of  the  Maae;  which  wbm  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Also,  thie  petition  of  D.  Wilaon  and  others, 
praying  the  establLshment  of  a  mail  route  from 
Decorui  to  Winona,  Wisconsin;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  op  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

PAPERS  WIT^ID^AWN  J^JTO  REF£RR?:D. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SEWARD,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  William  H.  De 
FcifTest  and  others,  prayiiif  (brcompeosation  for  loeaes  sus- 
tained by  the  bombardment  of  San  Juan  del  Norte,  or€rrey- 
town,  Central  Ameriea,  be  withdrawn  ftom  the  Ales,  and 
Rferrod  to  the  Coon  or  Olainw. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HAMLIN,  it  was 

Oriertd,  That  the  petition  of  AU^  L«wii,of  Boolbbaf . 
Maine,  pcaying  for  bounty  for  the  achoooer  "  Fora8(«f," 
loet  at  at^  wbue  engaged  in  the  fisheries;  the  netitioo  of 
Thomas  Thurston,  owner  of  the  schooner  **  Wanderer," 

Kfinf  to  be  allowed  Ashing  bounty  j  and  the  petition  of 
ekiel  Uolbrook  snd  otfasors,  for  bounty  for  schooner 
*^  Grampas,"  of  fiot^hbay^  lost  at  sea  wfeila  emged  in  the 
fisheries,  be  withdrawn  from  the  files  of  tl^  l3«n%lo>  ^wi 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BEWARD,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  Thomas  Ew- 
benk,  fcaytng  for  an  appropriatiop  to  test  certain  improve- 
mencs  made  by  him  in  tlie  mode  of  constructing  the  pad- 
dles offlteamcrt.be  withdrawn  from  the  files  of  the  Senate, 
and  reliBrred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aflhirs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SEWARD,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  Denison  B. 
Beymour,  representing  that  he  was  induced  to  enlist  in  a 
corps  of  united  States  engineers,  by  certain  misrepresent- 
ationa,  and  prayinf^  for  some  remuneration  fur  Ios^ca  sus- 
tained and  hardships  suflbred  in  consequence  thereof,  be 
withdrawn  ftom  the  files  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  AfTaira. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SEWARD,  it  waa 

Ordered^  That  the  petition  and  papers  relating  to  the 
claim  of  sarab  Crsndall  be  withdrawn  fit>m  the  files  df 
the  Senate,  and  referred  to  the  Cmnmittee  on  Pensions. 

lippinqott's  gazetteer. 

Mr.  SEWARD  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution for  consideration: 

Raolted,  That  seventy  copies  of  Lippincott's  Ca^^ttecr 
of  the  World  be  purchased  by  the  Secretary  for  the  ube  of 
the  Senate. 

HOUfiEHOLD  EFFECTS  OF  EMIGRANTS. 

Mr.  SEWARD  presented  the  following  reso- 
lution;  which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
•ent  and  agreed  to: 

Re»oUptd,  That  the  Committee  oq  Finance  inquire  whether 
any  amendment  or  modification  of  the  law  m  regard  to  the 
exemption  of  household  effects  of  emignmis  is  necessary 
or  expedient.  » 

PATEKT  LAWS. 

Mr.  SUMNER  presented  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent and  agreed  to : 

lUtoheed,  That  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent 
Ofllce  be  instmcted  to  consider  tbe  expediency  of  repealing 
so  much  of  the  existing  law  as  requires  the  word  "  patented^ 
and  the  date  of  the  patent  to  be  stamped  on  tbe  thing  pat- 
ented. 

COLONEL  BENJAMIN  S.  ROBERTS. 

Mr.  FOOT.  I  ask  leave  to  submit  two  resolu- 
tions, both  having  reference  to  the  same  subject- 
matter,  and  upon  which  I  desire  to  submit  a  f^w 
remarks  by  way  of  explanation  before  I  interpose 
a  motion  to  reier  them  to  the  appropriate  com- 
mittee. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  resolutions  will  be 
read. 

The  Secretary  read  them  as  follows: 

il«so<0«iL  That  the  report  of  Beohimin  S.  Roberts,  Cap- 
tain of  the  Rifles,  made  to  General  Twiggs,  on  returning  to 
him  the  American  flag  which  had  been  the  first  planted 
opoa  the  Capites  of  Mexico,  and  which  he  had  intrusted 
to  tbe  kecpinc  of  Captein  Roberts  in  the  storming  of  Che- 
imltepec.  anof  the  taking  of  the  city  of  Mexico,  bearing 
dale  ^  City  of  Mexico,  i7tii  September,  1847,"  be  taken 
from  the  files  in  tbe  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate, 
and  be  fvinted ;  and  that  the  President  vro  temvore  of  the 
Senate  cause  an  engrossed  copy  thereof  to  be  deposited  in 
tbe  DetMutwent  of  ^ate  with  tne  flig  whose  history  it  gives, 
aad  which  has  already  b^en  deposited  ia  said  I>epaniiieBt 
by  ocder  c^  the  Senate. 

Reaotved  by  the  Senate  and  Hou$e  of  R^preaeniMv^  of 
tike  Uttited  Slates  of  Jtmeriea  in  Congreu  asienUded,  That 
the  President  of  the  United  States  be  reqoosted  to  cause  a 
sword,  with  suitable  de^'^es,  to  be  presented  to  Colonel 
Benjamin  S.  Roberts,  in  testimony  of  the  high  sense  enter- 
tained by  COnaress  of  his  gallantry  and  good  conduct  at 
the  storming  of  Chepnttepec  and  the  taking  of  the  dty  of 
Mexico. 

Mr.  FOOT.  Mr.  President,  it  is  not  my  pur- 
pose to  ask  the  Senate  to  act  on  these  resolutions 
at  this  time,  but  1  ehall  move  to  refer  them  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affttirs,  as  being  the  most 


appropriate  organ  through  which  nropositions  of 
this  character  should  be  presented  to  the  Senate 
for  its  direct  action.  I  desire,  however,  to  submit 
a  very  few  words  of  explanation  upon  tbe  intro- 
duction of  these  resolutions. 

Upon  reference  to  the  Senate  Journal  of  the 
first  session  of  the  Thirtieth  Coiigress,  it  will  be 
found  that,  on  the  2d  day  of  June,  1848,  Mr. 
Davie,  of  Mississippi,  now  at  the  head  of  the 
War  Department,  presented  to  the  Senate  a  flag 
which  had  been  transmitted  by  Greneral  Twiggs, 
beinr  the  first  national  flag  of  tbe  United  States 
raised  on  the  palace  in  the  city  of  Mexico.  It 
further  appears  that  on  the  next  dav,  Mr.  Day- 
ton, of  New  Jersey,  submitted  a  resolution  in  ref- 
erence to  this  flag,  which  was  considered  by 
tmanimous  consent,  and  agreed  to.  That  reso- 
lution is  in  these  words: 

•<  Retolved,  That  the  Vice  President  be  requested  to  have 
the  flag  of  the  United  States  first  erected  by  tlie  American 
army  upon  the  Palace  in  the  Capitol  of  Mexico,  ana  now 
here  presented,  deposited  for  safe- keeping  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  State  of  the  United  States." 

It  also  appears  from  the  Senate  Journal,  that 
on  the  1st  of  July  following,  Mr.  Davis,  of  Mis- 
sissippi, presented  a  document  in  relation  to  an 
American  fla^  stated  to  have  been  first  planted 
upon  the  Capitol  of  Mexico,  and  submitted  a  mo- 
tion that  it  be  printed;  when,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Dayton,  it  was  ordered  that  it  lie  on  the  table. 
It  was  now  late  in  the  session;  there  were  other 
and  important  public  measures  pressing  upon  the 
attention  of  Congress,  and  especially  on  the  Sen- 
ate, and  no  Airther  action  was  taken  in  reference 
to  the  motion  of  Mr.  Davis  to  print  the  document, 
and  no  action  has  since  been  taken  in  reference 
to  it. 

The  first  resolution  which  I  have  offered  merely 
proposes  that  this  document  or  report  be  printed, 
and  that  an  engrossed  copy  of  it  be  placed  in  the 
Department  of  State,  witn  the  fing  wnose  history 
it  gives.  I  hold  in  my  hands  a  copy  of  that 
report,  and  as  it  is  brief  and  expressive,  I  will 
asK  tbe  indulgence  of  the  Senate  for  a  moment  in 
reading  it: 

Cmr  OF  Mrxico,  September  17, 1847. 

Sir  :  I  have  tbe  honor  to  return  the  American  flag  you 
intrusted  to  my  heepiug  in  the  ^tormiiig  of  Chepultepec 
and  the  taking  of  the  city  of  Mexico.  Your  charge  to  me 
was :  "  f  expCct  that  flag  to  be  the  first  planted  upon  the 
Capitol  of  Mexico.'^  The  committsion  has  been  executed, 
and  the  first  American  flog  that  ever  floated  upon  the 
Palace  of  the  Capitol  of  Mexico  is  now  returned  to  vou. 

It  was  also  the  first  planted  on  the  s^ve-gun  battery 
stormed  and  carried  by  the  rifle  regiment  between  Chepul- 
tenec  and  the  Gaiita, 

It  was  also  the  Jvrst  planted  on  the  batieriea  at  the  Qarita, 
and  the  ^rtf  on  the  Citadel  of  Mexico. 

It  was  carried  by  Sergeant  Manly,  of  '<P''  company, 
whom  I  selected  to  bear  so  distinguished  a  flag,  and  the 
anticipations  I  entertained  of  his  doing  honor  to  tae  banner 
of  his  country  were  not  disappointed.  I  desire  lo  commend 
him  to  your  special  consideration. 

This  flag  would  have  been  returned  tbit>U|^  him,  but  for 
a  severe  wound  that  conftues  him  to  hi* quarters.  It  is 
proper  that  I  should  state  that  I  was  not  witii  the  flag  when 
planted  on  the  battery  at  the  Garita,  and  when  planted  on 
the  battery  between  the  Garita  and  the  city,  having  been 
detained  to  guard  the  prisoners  taken  at  tlie  fl.ve-gun  bat- 
tery, assaulted  by  my  storming  party.  On  inspection,  you 
will  perceive  that  tlus  flog  has  been  pierced  six  times  by 
the  bolls  of  the  enemy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  regard,  8u*., 

B.  a  RO^RTd,  Caotidn  Rifles, 
Geaeml  B.  E.  Twioos,  Commar^ing  Second  Division, 

That  fia^  has  been  received  bv  the  Senate  and 
deposited  m  the  archives  of  the  state  Department 
as  the  property  and  the  glory  of  the  nation^— 
as  commemorative  of  the  miai  and  great  victory 
in  the  ^ley  of  Mexico— as  the  crowning  trophy 
of  all  of  Ueneral  Scott's  unescampled  victories 
from  Vera  Cruz  to  the  Mexican  capital.  The 
flaj^  is  there;  but  the  nsme  of  the  officer  who  bore 
it  IS  not  there;  hia  report,  which  gives  the  story 
of  its  triumphs*  is  not  there — has  not  even  been 
published.  The  flag  is  there  alone, — **  alone  in 
Its  glory,'*  if  you  please, — ita  history  untold. 
Those  who  bore  it  aloft  and  in  triumph  through 
the  storms  of  battle  as  yet  remain  unhonor^, 
unrecognized,  tmnotic6d»  even  by  the  mention  of 
their  names. 

This  is  all  wrong,  Mr.  Prssident,  palpaUy 
wrong,  though  doubtless  the  result  of  an  uninten> 
tional  oversight,  which  I  trust  the  Senate  will  be 
very,  prompt  to  correct.  As  a  personal  friend  of 
Colonel  Roberts,  although  of  opposing  political 
faith — as  a  representative  from  nis  native  State, 
I  but  discharge  alike  the  obligations  of  private 
friendship  and  public  duty  inciuling  the  attention 
of  (he  Senate  to  this  8ubje«4»    Why,  sir,  but 


lately,  the  European  papers  were  filled  with  the 
praises  of  the  French  soldier  who  raised  the  first 
flag  on  the  tower  of  the  MalakoflT,  and  he  wss 
forthwith  advanced » to  posts  of  honor  and  dis- 
tinction. Is  it  asking  too  much  of  the  Senate  to 
ask  them  to  notice  an  American  soldier,  so  far 
fbrth  91  least,  as  to  publish  his  report  on  returning 
to  his  superior  officer  the  flag*  with  which  he  had 
been  especially  charged,  and  which,  under  his 
special  oommsiiid  and  by  his  own  right  hand,  had 
been  first  planted  upon  the  palace  walls  of  the 
ancient  capital  of  Mexico  ?  I  trust  nd^  and  this 
is  all  that  is  proposed  in  the  first  resolution.  The 
propcMUtion  is  a  very  simple  one;  it  is  a  very  just 
one;  it  is  indeed  a  very  modest  one;  and  I  trust 
that  here  it  will  call  forth  no  responsive  voice  in 
the  negative. 

In  reference  to  the  second  resolutioifl  have  but 
a  word  to  say  in  advance  of  the  action  of  the 
committee.  I  hold  in  my  hand  extracts  copied 
•from  the  official  dispatches  and  reports  of  tlie  vari- 
ous battles  during  the  whole  of  Ck>neral  Scott's 
triumphant  march  fVom  Vera  Cniz  to  the  city  of 
Mexico,  which  relate  to  the  conduct  and  bearing 
of  Colonel  Roberts,  then  Captain  of  the  Rifles. 
I  will  not,  at  this  hour,  occupy  the  time  of  tlic 
Senate  in  reading  these  extracts,  which  are  some- 
what elaborate,  but  will  pass  them  over  to  the 
reporter  to  be  appended  to  my  remarks.  To  this 
documentary  evidence  of  the  oflicial  conduct  and 
character  of  Colonel  Roberts,  throughout  that 
extraordin«ury  and  brilliant  campaign,  I  invite  the 
special  attention  of  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  a  portion  of  whom,  at  least,  I  see  now 
present.  Upon  this  testimony,  and  upon  this 
alone,  I  am  quite  willing  to  submit  to  the  judg- 
ment of  that  committee  the  question,  whether  or 
not  Colonel  Roberts  is  entitled  to  the  comphment- 
ary  notice  from  the  American  Congress  which 
is  contemplated  by  this  resolution.  The  official 
dispatches  and  reports  of  all  the  chief  officers  of 
that  campaign-— of  Scott,  and  Twiggs,  and  Smith , 
and  Quitman,  and  Lane,  and  others — ^bear  united 
and  unqualified  testimony  ,to  the  important  ser- 
vices, to  the  gallant  bearing,  and  the  heroic  courage 
of  Colonel  Roberta  on  all  occasions  of  difficulty 
apd  danger. 

These  records  of  his  services,  if  I  misread 
them  not,  if  I  misjudge  not,  fully  justify  and 
sustain  the  assertion  that  he  received  the  first  fire 
of  the  enemy  at  Vera  Cruz;  that  he  had  selected 
extraordinary  commands  in  every  main  battle ; 
and  that  he  executed  those  commands  with  the 
utmost  fideUty,  and  with  entire  and  uniform  suc- 
cess; that  he  was  the^fficer  to  whom  was  intrust- 
ed the  American  fla^  which  led  tbe  army  into  the 
city  of  Mexico ;  that  lie  was  the  first  American  who 
entered  the  palaee  of  the  Capitol,  and  raised  there 
the  first  American  fia^  ever  reared  in  the  halls  of 
the  Montezumas,  and  fought  the  last  fight  in  the 
streets  of  the  city  of  the  ^tecs. 

You  have  inaeed  honored  that  fhig,  but  yon 
have  not  honored  the  officer  with  whom  it  was 
specially  charged,  and  who  bore  it  wherever  it 
was  borne.  You  have  not  even  acknowledged 
him  as  concerned  in  its  honor,  or  as  a  partner  in 
its  glory.  I  humbly  submit  that  this  is  not  right. 
To  ahow  special  marks  of  honor  to  the  flag,  to 
deposit  it  among  the  archives  most  valued  as  the 
memorials  of  the  country's  honor  and  it»  gfory, 
without  even  a  tender  of'^thanks  or  any  token  of 
approbation  to  the  officer  who  bore  it,  and  who 
gave  it  all  its  value  and  all  its  consideration,  I 
respectfully  submit  again  is  not  just,  nor  wise, 
nor  even  very  sensible. 

It  is  my  purpose,  as  it  is  my  privilege,  to  make 
a  reasonable  eflfbrt  at  least  to  have  this  wrong 
repaired;  to  vindicate,  so  far  forth  as  I  may  be 
able  to  do  it,  the  claims  of  Colonel  Roberts  to 
proper  notice,  and  his  services  to  a  proper  recog- 
nition by  his  Grovemment.  Ho  is  himself  far 
away,  upon  duty  on  the  outer  borders  of  the 
country,  and  is  unadvised  of  this  proceeding. 
But,  sir,  his  professional  reputation  belongs  not 
to  himself  atone;  it  belongs  not  to  his  mmily 
alone;  it  belongs  to  the  country,  and  it  belongs 
emphatically  to  the  State  which  j^ve  him  his 
birth  and  his  education;  and  is,  in  a  measure, 
committed  to  the  keeping  of  the  representatives 
from  that  State. 

Vermont,  sir,  shed  too  much  blood  upon  the 
battle-fields  of  Mexico;  too  many  of  her  youthful 
sons  were  left  upon  its  plains,  and  among  its 
mountain  posses,  to  allow  her  to  be  unmindfVil 
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of  the  reputation  of  those  who  survive.  She 
made  a  costly  sacrifice  to  the  spirit  of  that  war 
when  her  gallant  and  accomplisned  Ransom  fell 
before  the  walls  of  Chepultepcc.  It  shall  not  be 
laid  to  my  charge  if  she  makes  a  greater  sacrifice 
by  neglecting  to  vindicate  the  well-earned  repu- 
tation of  any  of  her  surviving  sons.  But,  sir,  I 
forbear  furtner  remark  until  we  shall  have  re- 
ceived the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Military 
AiTairs,  to  wnom  I  move  the  reference  of  the 
resolutions. 

These, #lr.  President,  are  the  docamenta  to 
which  I  have  referred: 

Eaetradsfrom  Reporti  of  Mc  battle$  <n  Mexico,  ikowing  the 
$ervke$  of  Lictiletumt  Colonel  B.  S,  Roberttf  ofkke  tSrmy. 

1IEA.BQUARTBSS  BeCOND  BrIOAOB  OF  THE  ARMT, 

Caup  at  Vkeoara,  near  Vera  Croz, 

March  15, 1847. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  reportthe  occurrences  in  which 
my  brigade  has  been  concerned  since  the  conunencementof 
the  march  from  the  place  of  debarkation  until  now.  *  * 
Making  conniderable  of  a  detour,  to  avoid  some  ponds  of 
water,  I  arrived  about  noon  on  the  great  road  leading  to  the  " 
city  of  Mexico.  On  coming  out  here,  Lieutenant  Roberts's 
company  of  mounted  riflemen,  leading  a  party  of  mounted 
men,  was  discovered.  After  a  short  skirmish,  the  enemy 
were  dispersed,  my  men  receiving  no  injury. 

D.  E.  TVVIOGS, 
Brigmdier  Oeneral  United  State$  Jirwg, 
[Senate  Doe,  Ut  sen.  20th  Cong.,  vol.  1,  p.  346.] 

HEAOqUARTERS  ReoIMENT  OT  MOUNTED  RxrLBMBIff, 

Camp  at  Veroara,  March  34,  1847. 

Yesterday  a  number  of  Mexicans  were  reported  to  have 
been  seen  up  the  Pueblaroad,  and  to-day,  ader  dinner,  I  de- 
tached Lieutenant  Roberts,  with  his  company  C,  to  proceed 
in  that  direction,  and,  crossing  towards  the  sea.  to  return 
by  the  beach :  about  two  and  a  half  miles  from  lliis,  near 
the  Puente  del  Medio,  he  discovered  six  men,  who  displayed 
a  white  flag,  and  invited  him  to  approach.  Supposing  they 
would  tiurrender  on  discovering  his  force,  he  met  them  on 
the  bridge,  but  found  they  had  the  same  expectation  from 
him ;  and  discovered  that  they  were  several  hundred  strong 
on  the  ridge  which  commanded  the  bridge  on  the  other 
Bide.  Uncertain  what  was  his  stren^ ,  they  permitted  him 
to  witlidraw  under  cover  of  the  heiglu  on  tliis  side,  while 
they  still  displayed  the  white  flag ;  from  which  position  he 
sent  information  to  camp  of  what  had  occurred.  By  the 
general  directicni,  I  marched  to  his  support  with  about  two 
bundred  men.  On  approaching  the  place,  we  advanced  to 
reccnnoiter,  when  the  enemy  opened  a  nre  of  musketry 
from  a  large  body  placed  on  either  side  of  the  road,  on  the 
hill  risingjt'rom  the  fbrther  end  of  the  Puente  del  Medio,  a 
handsome  stone  structure  thrown  across  a  small  stream 
running  into  the  river  Antigua.  The  bridge  was  barricaded 
with  abatis,  and  intrenchments  thrown  up  on  the  heights. 

I  directed  Lieutenant  Roberts  to  display  in  the  chaparal  to 
our  right,  and  crossing  below,  to  turn  their  left ;  while  Cap- 
tain Pope,  with  two  companies,  crossed  above,  turning  their 
left,  I  advanced  the  remainder  by  the  road  and  bridge. 
Lieutenant  Roberts  having  before  been  over  the  ground, 
reached  their  left  fijrstf  and  drove  them  tpith  great  spirit  fVom 
dieir  position.  We  pursued  them  about  a  mile,  when  sun- 
set induced  me  to  halt,  and  recalling  the  skirmishers,  we 
returned  to  camp  about  seven  in  Uie  evening.  We  had 
four  men  severely  wounded— I  hope  not  dangerously— two 
sen^eants  and  two  privates.  We  found  three  dead  Mexi- 
cans in  tlie  pursuit,  but  the  contest  having  been  in  the 
bushes,  others  may  have  escaped  notice.  An  officer 
wounded,  as  was  supposed  mortally,  was  passed  in  the 
puriiuit,  but  on  our  return  the  place  could  not  be  found. 

I  have  great  satisfaction  in  speaking  of  the  promptitude 
and  spirit  evinced  by  the  whole  command,  but  the  activity 
and  gaUantry  evinced  by  lAevJtenant  Robert*  and  the  two 
subalterns  serving  with  him  on  the  occasion — brevet  sec- 
ond Lieutenants  Mawry  and  Hatch  deserve  particular  notice. 
Wu  took  fbur  muskets  and  many  cartridges.  The  enemy 
were  estimated  to  be  over  two  hundred  and  flfty  men,  and 
supposed  to  be  an  advanced  party  of  a  force  of  some 
strength,  collecting  between  us  and  Puente  Nacional. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

PER8IPOR  P.  SMITH,  Colonel. 

To  Lieutenant  W.  T.  H.  Brooke,  Acting  JitristaiU  Mju- 
lant  Genertd  Second  Brigade, 
[Senate  Doc.,  l$t  ten,  SOtA  Cong.,  p.  950.] 

<<  This  movement  was  also  intended  to  support  Quit- 
man's storming  parties,  both  on  the  Causeway.  The  first 
of  Uiese,  furnished  by  Twiggs's  division,  was  commanded 
in  succession  by  Captain  Casey,  Second  Intkntry,  and 
Captain  Paul,  Seventh  Infuntr>',  after  Casey  had  been 
severely  wounded ;  and  the  second,  originally  under  the 
gallant  Major  Twiggs,  Marine  Corps,  killed,  and  then  Cap- 
tain Miller,  Second  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  The  storm- 
ing party,  now  commanded  by  Captain  Paul,  seconded  by 
Captain  Robert*,  of  the  Rifles,  Lieutenant  Stewart,  and 
othem  of  the  same  regiment.  Smith's  brigade,  carried  the 
two  batteries  in  the  road,  took  some  guns,  with  many  pris- 
oner;*, and  drove  the  enemy  posted  behind  in  support." — 
General  Scolfs  report  of  the  officers  desipiated  by  htm,"  the 
list  of  individuals  of  conspiciMiu  merit."  Senate  JDoc.,  1st 
seu.  ^30th  Cong.,  vol.  1,  p.  379. 

"  Too  much  cannot  be  said  in  praise  of  the  officers  and 
mm  who  composed  the  storming  force,  with  Captain  Paul 
in  command,  ably  and  gallantly  supported  by  Captain  Rob- 
erts, of  the  Motinted  Rifles ;  Captain  Dobbins,  Third  In- 
fkntry ;  Lieutenant  Ridiardson,  Third  Infhntry ;  Lieuten- 
ant Wescott,  Second  Infantrv ;  Lieutenant  Hill,  Fourth 
Artillery  I  liieutenant  Bee,  Third  Infkutry ;  Lieutenant 
Steele,  Third  Infantry;  Lieutenant  Stewart,  Mounted 
Rifles ;  and  Lieutenant  De  Russy,  Fourth  Artillery.  The 
party  advanced  without  a  fiUter  or  check." — Oenerai 
Twiggs's  Report,  SnaU  Doc,  90(4  Cm^.,  oo^  1,  j».  396. 


<<  Captain  Roberta,  of  the  Rifle  Regiment,  toAo  had  led  the 
advanced  company  of  the  storming  party  at  Chepultepec 
and  had  greatly  aistinguiahed  himself  during  the  preceding 
day,  was  detailed  by  me  to  plant  the  <  star  spangled  banner^ 
of  our  country  upon  the  national  palace.    That  flag— the 
first  strange  banner  which  had  ever  waved  over  that  palace 
since  the  conquest  of  Cortez — was  displayed  and  saluted 
with  enthusiasm  by  the  whole  command."— 6ea«rai  (luit- 
man^s  Report,  SenaU  Doe.,  dOth  Cong.,  vol,  1,  j».  417. 

*<  Captain  Roberts,  regiment  of  Mounted  Riflemen;  Cap- 
tain Dobbins,  Third  Infantry;  Lieutenant  Uaskins,  First 
Artiliory;  Lieutenants  Richardson  and  Bee,  Third  Infan- 
try ;  and  Lieutenant  James  Stewart,  regiment  of  Mounted 
Riflemen,  were  the  officers  detailea  from  this  brigade  for 
the  storming  pany,  and  they  aU  justified  the  choice  by  the 
most  daring  courage.** 

"  In  the  course  of  the  14th,  a  fire  fh>m  the  houses  ^nd 
comers  was  commenced  by  tlie  Mexicans,  which  was  not 
entirely  quelled  until  the  next  day ;  and  all  the  companies, 
in  succession,  were  engaged  in  driving  tliem  ofl^.  After  a 
very  vigorous  attack  on  Uie  15th,  by  a  party  of  mounted 
riflemen  under  Captain  Roberts,  on  the  main  body  of  these 
irregular  combatants,  and  the  severe  loss  he  occasioned 
them ,  put  an  end  to  this  annoyance.  A  report  of  the  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing  has  already  been  transmitted.  The 
number  is  one  hundr^  and  sixty-six." — Oeneral  Persifor 
F.  SmUh*s  Report,  Appendix  to  SenaU  Doc,  30th  Cmig., 
vol.  I,  p,  165. 

Vera  Croz,  Fehnaru  7, 1848. 

Sir  :  It  has  been  brought  to  my  notice  that  the  services 
of  Captains  Roberts  and  Porter's  companies  of  the  regi- 
ment of  Moimted  Riflemen,  at  the  actions  of  Contreras,  on 
the  19th  and  20th  of  August  last,  have  not  been  noticed  in 
the  report  of  their  immediate  superior.  I  deem  it  an  act 
of  justice  to  state,  that  these  two  companies  composed  the 
advanced  guard  of  my  division,  and  under  my  personal  or- 
ders made  their  way  through  the  pedregal,  driving  in  the 
enemy's  skirmishers,  and  keeping  the  advanced  position  in 
the  afternoon  and  night  of  the  19ui.  These  two  companies 
being  separated  fVom  their  immediate  commanders,  tlie 
conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  came  under  my  observa- 
tion, and  deserves  the  hij^est  commendaticm.  Captain 
Roberts,  Captain  Porter,  and  Lieutenants  Morris  and  Stew- 
art were  the  officers  serving  in  this  command,  and  are  en- 
titled to  a  place  of  distinction  in  the  report  of  the  action  of 
Contreras. 

I  am,  air,  very  respectfully,  your  obedint  servant, 

D.  B.  TWIGGS, 
Brigadier  General,  United  State*  Army, 
Honorable  W.  L.  Marcv, 

Secretary  of  IFar,  Washington,  District  of  Cohmbia, 

CiTT  or  Mexico,  September  S^  1847. 

Sir:  I  have  just  received  your  communication  of  this 
date,  and,  although  confined  to  my  bed,  will  endeavor  to 
comply  with  the  request  of  the  General. 

On  the  12th  instant  I  was  placed  in  command  of  two 
hundred  and  twenty-five  picked  men  and  volunteers  of  the 
second  division  of  regulars,  for  tlie  purpose  of  forming  a 
storming  pariy  in  the  attack  on  Chepultepec.  By  direction 
of  the  General-in-Chief,  I  reported  on  the  evening  of  the 
13th  to  Major  General  Uuitnian,  for  orders.  I  organized 
the  party  into  six  divisions,  comprising  the  six  regimental 
detachments  of  #hich  it  was  composed.  The  first  division 
was  commanded  by  Captain  Roberts,  of  the  Rifles ;  the 
second,  by  Lieutenant liaskins,  of  the  First  Artillery;  the 
third,  by  Captain  Dobbins,  of  the  Third  Infiintry;  the  fourth, 
by  Lieutenant  Hill,  of  the  Fourth  Artillery ;  the  fifUi,  by 
Lieutenant  Wescott,  of  the  Second  Infhntry;  and  tlie 
sixth,  by  Captain  Paul,  of  the  Seventh  Inf^itry.  Having 
been  provided  with  scaling  ladders,  crow-bars,  powder- 
bags,  and  all  the  necessary  implcmrnts,  on  the  momint  of 
the  13th  instant,  as  directed  by  the  General,  I  followed  the 
Marines,  in  the  direction  of  the  Castle.  Soon  after  passing 
Drum's  battery,  we  entered  a  ditch  on  the  left  of  the  road, 
the  enemy  opening  quite  a  brisk  fire,  but  virhich,  fh>m  our 
position,  did  us  no  injury.  In  a  short  time  the  Marines,  in 
our  front,  halted ;  on  perceiving  which  I  ordered  the  storm- 
ing party  to  take  the  road  and  pass  them.  My  order  was 
promptly  obeyed,  and  they  pUlantly  advanced  up  the  road 
under  a  galling  and  destructive  fire.  On  arriving  near  the 
causeway,  I  received  a  wound  in  the  abdomen,  by  which 
I  was  unable  f\irthcr  to  direct  the  operations  of  the  storm- 
ing party,  which  devolved  on  Captam  Paul,  of  the  Seventh 
Infkntry.  After  being  wounded,  I  managed  to  reach  a 
rancho,  on  the  roadside,  .where  I  remained  until  tlie  action 
was  over,  using  what  strength  remained  to  me  in  urging 
on  the  strollers  who  stopped  there.  From  the  peculiar 
and  desperate  nature  of  the  service,  and  fVom  their  zealous 
cooperation,  I  would  recommend  all  the  oflicers  of  the 
storming  party  to  the  special  notice  of  the  Commanding 
General. 

Captain  Roberts,  by  his  position  as  commanding  the  lead- 
ing division  of  the  column,  more  particularly  attracted  my 
attention.  From  what  I  myself  witnessed,  and  fVom  the 
testimony  of  others,  he,  by  his  activity,  zeal,  and  gallantry, 
merits  the  highest  praise. 

Very  respectfbUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

SILAS  CASEY,  Captain  of  Second  Infantry . 
To  A.  N.  PAaa,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General, 

Cmr  or  Mexico,  September  18, 1853. 
Sir:  •  •  *  Under  a  most  galling  and  destructive 
fire  of  grape  and  musketry,  the  charge  was  most  gallantly 
made  by  the  storming  party  of  the  division,  in  which  some 
Btragglera  and  a  few  mariifes  joined,  and  the  work  was  car- 
ried at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  Captain  Roberts  and  Lieu- 
tenant Stewart  of  the  Rifles,  Captain  Dobbins  and  Lieuten- 
ants Richardson  and  Bee  of  the  Thirr!  Infantry,  Lieutenants 
Hill  and  De  Russy,  Fourth  ActilJery,  and  Lieutenant  Wes- 
cott, Second  Infantry,  by  their  bright  example,  encouraged 
the  men,  who  never  fkltered  an  instant.  *  *  *  Another 
portion  of  the  storming  party,  led  by  that  gallant  officer. 
Captain  Roberts,  of  the  Rifles,  assaulted,  and  after  a  desper- 
ate hand-to-band  conflict,  carried  the  battery  in  rear  of 
Chepultepec,  kiUiiif  and  wounding  many  of  the  cneuiyy 


cutting  oflT  their  retreat,  and  putting  an  end  to  the  conflict. 
*  *  *  It  would  be  a  delicate  and  difficult  task  for  me  to 
discriminate  among  tlie  officers,  where  all  were  conspicu- 
ous for  individual  gallantry  and  daring  and  eflScient  ner- 
vicM,  yet  to  Captain  Roberts,  of  the  Rifles ;  Lieutenaat 
Hill,  Fourth  Artilleiv;  Lieutenant  Wescott,  Second  In- 
fkntry, and  Captahi  Dobbins,  Tliird  Infantry,  I  am  mostly 
indebted  for  the  success  of  the  operations  of  the  stonn- 

ers.       t       •       *       • 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  h.c,  G,  R.  PAUL, 

Captain  Seventh  /n^anfry,  Comsnanding  Stormert* 

Lieutenant  A.  LovELL,.4c^ing.A^'iil«n(  General,  VoUmUer 
Divuion,  United  States  Army. 

Eaatraot  of  m  Letter  from  Oeneral  Perstfor  F.  Smith  to  ttc 

Secreteryof  fFar, 

Cmr  OF  Mexico,  January  14, 1848. 
Sir:  •  •  •  Captain  Roberts,  who  has  distingoisbed 
himself  on  an  occasions  in  our  operations  here,  is  an  ofllccr 
well  quaUfied  by  his  intelligence,  zeal,  and  indostry.  to  see 
that  all  provisions  are  made  in  these  matters;  and  m»  ex- 
perience has  made  him  well  acquainted  with  the  waatiof 
the  peculiar  arm  of  the  regiment. 
*     With  much  respect,  &c., 

PERSIFOR  F.  SBIflTH,  * 
Brevet  Brigadier  Cteneral  United  States  Army, 
Hon.  W.  L.  BIarot,  Secretary  of  JFar. 

ExtrsKtofa  Letter  from  General  Smith  to  the  CUyAwt&er- 
itics  of  yew  Orleans. 

Captain  Roberts  is  one  of  the  most  distinguished  ofiSceis 
of  my  own  regiment^  the  Mounted  Riflemen  ;  and  you  will 
find  him  mentioned  u  all  the  official  reports  witli  the  higli- 
est  commendations.  His  part  in  tlic  capture  of  the  city,  as 
well  as  of  Chepultepec,  where  he  led  one  of  the  storming 
parties,  entitles  him  to  the  consideration  of  all  his  coan try- 
men.    Permit  me  to  recommend  him  toyour  kindnesi. 

Your  obedient  servant,  PERSIFOR  F.  SMITH. 

Remarks  of  General  Scott  on  Colons  RoberiaU  claim  to 

Brev^  distinction. 

Lieutenant  Roberts  very  justly  complains  that  much  dis- 
tinguished service  on  his  part  was  passed  by,  and  he  was 
breveted  a  lieutenant  colonel  for  actions  in  which  he  was 
not  engaged.  This  error  should,  no  doubt,  be  corrected ; 
but,  in  doing  justice  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Roberts,  care 
should  be  taken  that  the  rectification  of  one  error  may  not 
lead  to  the  commisnon  of  others. 

RespectftUly  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 
June  10,  1853. 

Extractof  a  letter  from  General  Persifor  F,  Smith,  to  Mr, 
Matey,  rdating  to  the  services  of  uolonel  Roberts, 

Philaoelpbia,  November  30, 1848. 

As  brevets  have  been  granted  at  Madalan,  I  would  cl.-uffl. 
on  the  part  of  the  regiment,  a  like  distinction  for  that  of 
the  Rio  Medio,  where,  about  two  hundred  and  ei£ht>-  of  the 
regiment  (the  rest  being  on  picket)  attacked  and  defeati*d 
four  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  enemy  in  a  very  strong  por- 
tion, killed  and  wounded  many,  and  completely  routel 
them.  The  regiment  having  been  posted  on  the  extreme 
left  of  the  line  of  investment  of  Vera  Crux,  covering  the 
approach  fVom  Mexico,  was  distant  from  headquarters,  and 
its  services  in  this  aflhir  have  not  received  the  attentloB 
they  merit,  compared  with  other  similar  afikirs.  In  Uum 
Captain  Roberts  led  the  attack,  and  highly  diatinztdshedkim- 
self,  as  he  also  did  in  several  aflairs  under  General  Lane^ 
command,  and  that  of  other  officers  in  tiie  districts  <tf 
Puebla  and  Perote,  and  is  well  entitled  to  another  brevet 
at  least.  Besides  the  circumstance  mentioned  in  relatioa 
to  the  action  at  Rio  Medio,  others  have  occasioned  the 
oversight  of  some  of  the  oflicers.  In  the  battles  of  Ceno 
Gordo  and  the  city,  the  commanders  of  the  regiment  fi^, 
and  their  successors  could  not  know  the  previous  ser\'ices 
of  the  officers.  At  Contreras  and  Churubusco,  the  regiment 
was,  at  the  former  partly,  and  at  the  latter,  wholly,  de- 
tached from  its  brigade,  and  the  service  it  rendered  was  not 
reported  by  the  commanders  under  whom  it  was  tempoca- 
rily  placed,  and  to  whose  command  It  did  not  property  be- 
long. Nevertheless,  the  whole  army  unite  in  awarding  in 
distinguished  praise  on  all  occasions. 

With  the  highest  respect,  &.c., 

PERSIFOR  F.  SMITH, 
Brevet  Major  OentrcL 
Hon.  W.  L.  Marct,  Secretcny  of  War. 

JoisU  Resolution  of  the  LegulatHre  of  Iowa,  vreeenHng  a 
sword  to  Captain  Benjamin  S.  Roberts, 

"Resolved  bp  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Iowa, 
That  the  Treasurer  of  the  State  be  authorized  to  procure  a 
finely-wrought  sword  and  scabbard,with  tlie  proper  inscrip- 
tions, to  be  presented  by  the  Governor  to  Benjamin  S.  Rob- 
erts, of  the  Rifle  regiment,  as  a  memento  of  the  pride  of 
his  fellow-citizens  of  this  State  in  the  soldier-tike  patriot- 
ism and  deeds  ot  valor  perfbrmed  by  him  in  the  late  war 
with  Mexico. 

"Approved,  January  15, 1649. >> 

Beyond  the  services  noticed  in  the  foregoing, 
Colonel  Roberts  was  selected  to  command  five 
hundred  picked  volunteers,  and  one  hundred 
mounted  riflemen,  to  go  from  Jalapa  to  Vera  Cruz, 
about  the  1st  of  May,  1847,  and  this  command  was 
the  first  that  swept  the  road  of  guerrillas  after 
the  battle  of  Cerro  Gordo.  He  returned,  and 
safely  conducted  the  first  supply  train  that  reached 
General  Scott  on  his  march  to  Mexico.  7^  was 
the  only  command  that  was  marched  this  route 
without  loss,  and  with  complete  success,  during 
the  war. 

After  the  great  battles  in  the  valley  of  Mexico 
and  the  city,  Colonel  Roberts  was  transferred  by 
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Grenera]  Scott  to  serve  with  Greneral  Lane,  in  the 
district  of  Pueblut  against  the  organized  ^enilla 
forces  under  Generals  Torrcjon  and  Rea.  tie  sur- 
prised those  two  generals  with  their  entire  force 
atTiaacala,  on  the  10th  November,  and  defeated 
them,  taking  thirteen  officers  prisoners,  and  kill- 
ing over  sixty  of  their  men,  and  capturing  a  large 
supply  train,  valued  at  a  half  million.  About 
four  hundred  mules  and  five  hundred  horses,  with 
all  the  appointments  and  supplies  of  the  enemy, 
fell  into  nis  hands.  This  was  the  important  blow 
men  to  the  guerrillas  during  the  war.  Colonel 
Koberts  was  sent  out  in  the  night  from  Puebla, 
by  General  Lane,  with  orders  to  push  his  mounted 
command  forward,  and,  if  possible,  to  reach  the 
rear  of  TIascala  before  daylight,  while  General 
Lane,  with  Colonels  Gorman  and  Brough's  regi- 
ments of  volunteers,  by  another  route,  expected 
about  the  same  time  to  reach  the  enemy,  and  at- 
tack in  front.  The  route  of  General  Lane  across* 
the  Mariana  mountain ,  delayed  him  until  ten  a.  m. 
Colonel  Roberts  in  the  mean  time  had  reached 
TIascala,  and,  by  a  sudden  and  vigorous  charge 
upon  Torrejon  *s  lancers,  had  defeated  that  gen- 
eral, and  captured  the  city.  General  Lane,  in 
his  omcial  report,  bestows  high  commendations 
on  Colonel  Roberts  for  his  conduct  in  this  affair. 
That  report,  however,  made  subsequent  to  the 
others  of  General  Scott's,  has  never  been  pub*- 
hshed,  and  forms  no  part  of  the  history  of  Gen- 
eral Lane's  brilliant  operations  against  the  guer- 
rillas. 

Rxinetfrom  Captain  Duff**  report  of  ihe  $tomdng  of  San 

Juan  de  loa  Llano*. 
^  Captain  Boberts,  who  commanded  the  main  etorming 
partf,  anticipated  rav  every  wish  in  aJI  tiie  operations  of 
ma  command ;  and  it  id  to  hia  exi>erience,  activity,  and 
gallantry  that  I  am  mainly  indebted  for  the  complete  sue- 
cess  of  the  day. 

*•  To  General  P.  P.  Smith." 

Mr.  BROWN.  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
immediate  reference  of  the  last  resolution  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Afiairs.  That  resolution 
simply  proposes  proper  honors  to  Colonel  Roberts, 
to  whicn  I  nave  no  doubt  he  is  entitled.  The  first 
resolution,  however,  relates  to  a  subject  in  which 
a  distinguished  citizen  of  my  own  State  is  inter- 
ested, and  I  ask  that  it  may  not  be  passed  upon 
at  present.  I  wish  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
kioldne  into  the  history  of  that  flag,  about  which 
the  olaer  members  of  the  Senate  will  recollect 
there  was  a  controversy  here  on  a  former  occa- 
sion between  two  gentlemen  who  had  the  honor 
to  represent  my  State  in  this  body.  I  ask  that  it 
may  oe  postponed  in  order  that  I  may  have  an 
opportunity  of  looking  into  the  record  and  seeing 
tnlat,  in  a  proceeding  which  proposes  to  do  honor 
to  Colonel  Roberts — to  which  1  certainly  mean 
to  interpose  no  objection — there  shall  be  no  im- 
plied xrant  of  credit  to  that  distinguished  citizen 
of  my  State  who  bore  so  honorable  a  part  in  the 
battle  before  Chepultepec.  A  delay  of  a  day  or 
two  can  do  Colonel  Roberts  no  harm,  and  it  may 
be  the  means  of  doing  proper  credit  to  a  gentle- 
man of  my  State,  who  is  equally  entitled  to  the 
thanks  of  Congress  and  of  the  country  for  the 
part  which  he  bore  in  the  battle. 

Mr.  FOOT.  If  the  Senator  from  Mississippi 
apprehended  me  aright,  he  understands  my  mo- 
tion to  embrace  both  resolutions,  that  both  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
and  there  undereo  all  the  investigation  suggested. 

Mr.  BROWN.  Precisely  so;  but  I  am  not 
willing  to  have  that  reference  made  until  I  shall 
be  he^d  in  defense  of  the  conduct,  position,  and 
character  of  a  gentleman  from  my  own  State  who 
bore  the  part  to  which  I  have  alluded  in  that 
battle,  and  who  is  now  a  member  of  the  other 
House  of  Congress,  [General  Cluitman.]  I  hope, 
therefore,  the  motion  will  lie  over. 

Mr.  FOOTr  The  first  of  my  resolutions  is  a 
simple  Senate  resolution. 

Mr.  BROWN.  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
last  resolution — the  joint  resolution  proposing 
the  conferring  of  honors  upon  Colonel  Koberts. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  I  understand  that  ob- 
jection is  made  to  the  consideration  of  both  res- 
olutions. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Objection  being  made, 
they  must  lie  over  under  the  rule. 

THE  president's  ANNUAL  MESSAGE. 

During  the  delivery  of  Mr.  Foot's  remarks  on 
the  resolutions  which  he  submitted,  Mr.  Sidnet 
WutTKB,  the  President's  Private  Secretary, 


appeared  below  the  bar.  Mr.  Foot  yielded  the 
floor  for  the  reception  of  any  message  the  Secre- 
tary might  bear  to  the  Senate,  and  JVfr.  Webster 
said: 

Mr.  Prssident  :  I  am  directed  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  deliver  to  the  Senate  a  metwage  in  writing, 
and  several  accompanying  dociunenta. 

Mr.  FOOT  then  resumed  his  remarks,  but  he 
was  interrupted  by 

Mr.  CLAYTON,  who  said:  I  ask  my  hon- 
orable friend  to  give  way  for  one  moment.  I 
believe  the  message  which  has  been  received  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States  is  not  of  an 
executive  character,  but  is  actually  his  annual 
message  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress.  [Sen- 
sation and  expressions  of  surprise.]  Now,  if 
the  Senator  from  Vermont  will  give  way,  Iwill 
ask  that  the  message  may  be  read. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  FOOT.  I  yield,  of  course,  to  such  an 
announcement. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  message  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  \vill  be  read. 

The  Clerk  read  the  message.  [See  Appendix 
for  it.] 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  Mr.  President,  rarely  since 
the  origin  of  this  Government  has  an  executive 
message  been  sent  to  this  body  treating  of  topics 
of  more  interest  and  importcuice  than  that  which 
is  now  upon  your  table,  and  which  has  just  been 
read.  I  do  not  rise,  sir,  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
cussing the  subjects  that  arc  embraced  in  it;  that 
would  be  contrary  to  the  ancient  usage  of  the 
body,  and  I  am  not  disposed  to  introduce  any 
innovations.  But,  sir,  it  does  seem  to  me  that 
there  is  one  subject  presented  prominently  in 
the  foreground  of  that  message,  on  which  it  may 
be  proper  now  to  say  a  few  words  before  sub- 
mitting the  ordinary  motion  to  print  the  message 
for  the  use  of  tlie  ^nate. 

The  President  has  informed  us,  in  one  of  the 
first  paragraphs  of  his  message,  that  the  most 
important  subject  in  the  foreign  relations  of  this 
country  is  that  which  is  connected  with  the 
treaty  of  the  19th  of  April,  1^50,  in  regard  to 
the  country  called  Central  America.  He  tells  us, 
after  two  years,  at  least,  of  laborious  negotia- 
tions with  Great  Britain,  our  Minister  hasentirely 
failed  to  bring  the  British  Government  to  a  fair 
construction  of  the  treaty — such  an  interpreta- 
tion of  it  as  one  of  the  British  Ministers,  at  tlie 
head  of  the  Foreign  Oflice,  himself  construed  it, 
since  the  exchange  of  ratifications  on  the  4th  of 
July,  1850.  This,  the  President  says,  may  se- 
riously involve  us,  and  he  apprehends  the  con- 
sequence may  be  a  rupture  oi  our  relations  with 
Great  Britain.  Concurring,  generally,  in  all  that 
the  President  has  said  upj^  this  subject,  from 
hearing  it  read  at  the  table,  I  desire  to  make  a 
few  remarks  in  regard  to  it  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  our  countrymen^at  the  same  time  that 
the  message  goes  forth  to  them — the  soundness 
of  the  erounds  upon  which  the  President  has 
undertaxen  to  conduct  the  negotiation  with  the 
Government  of  Great  Britain,  &e  strength  of  our 
own  position,  and  the  oppressive  injustice  of  the 
Government  of  Great  Britain  against  us. 

We  have  never  been  a  nation  anxious  to  break 
relations  of  peace  with  anv  European  country. 
However  it  may  be  cliargea  upon  us,  the  history 
of  our  country  will  show,  from  tne  beginning  of  this 
Government,  that  we  have  long  ana  often  borne 
outrageous  injuries  from  other  countries,  and  have 
been  among  the  last  to  resort  to  the  tUtima  ratio. 
Great  Britain,  on  the  other  hand,  whenever  she 
is  trespassed  upon,  is  prompt  to  avenge  the  wrong. 
She  goes  to  war  and  breaks  up  peaceful  relations 
with  other  Governments  and  countries  upon 
grounds  which  we  have  never  assumed.  She 
takes  upon  herself  to  break  up  the  peace  of  Europe 
by  asserting  the  integrity  and  independence  of  tne 
Ottoman  Empire — an  empire  in  whose  territory 
she  has  no  claim  and  no  mrect  interest.  She  goes 
to  war  upon  the  j^round  that  the  balance  of  power 
in  Europe  is  disturbed  bv  the  conduct  of  the 
Government  of  Russia.  She  assumes  to  hereelf 
the  right  to  regulate  the  aflairs  of  the  world  be- 
yond her  own  territory.  We  have  never  made 
any  such  assumption. 

It  has  long  been  apparent  to  us,  and  it  was  clear 
to  her  at  the  time  when  we  made  the  treaty  of 
Gaudalupe  Hidalgo,  and  annexed  our  possessions 
on  the  Pacific  coast  to  this  country,  that  there 


was  a  portion  of  territory  outside  the  limits  of 
the  United  States,  in  reference  to  which  our  in- 
terests were  peculiar,  and  in  regard  to  which  it 
was  impossible  for  us,  consistently  with  what  was 
due  to  ourselves,  to  permit  any  other  great  mari- 
time nation  tooccupy  it  exclusively,  so  as  to  enable 
them  to  shut  us  out  of  it  at  their  will.  Sir,  with 
that  keenness  of  sagacity  which  has  distinguished 
British  statesmen,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say,  too, 
with  that  selfishness  which  has  oflen  character- 
ized them,  the  very  momemt  Great  Britain  dis- 
covered that  we  were  about  permanently  to  annex 
to  the  United  States  California  and  New  Mexico, 
she  s^nt  an  armed  expedition  f1%m  Jamaica  with 
two  ships  of  war,  entered  the  river  San  Juan  do 
Nicaragua,  took  the  town  of  that  ancient  name, 
called  It  Grey  town,  stormed  the  fort  of  Serra- 
paqui,and  proclaimed  her  own  terms  to  a  people 
who  had  gallantly,  but  unsuccessfully,  fought  in 
defense  of  their  own  territory,  and  nave  proved 
themselves  our  friends  in  an  emergency,  for 
which  we  ought  to  be  grateful. 

Sir,  it  is  impossible  for  any  man  who  desires 
to  seek  for  truth  in  investigating  this  subject,  to 
overlook  the  fact,  that  Great  Britain  placed  herself 
across  all  the  passages  to  California  in  Central 
America,  just  at  the  moment  when  she  saw  the 
United  States  were  about  to  acquire  California 
and  New  Mexico.  For  what  purpose  was  it?  I 
do  not  resort  to  mere  coincidents  always  to  furnish 
arguments,  but  when  one  so  striking  as  this  pre- 
sents itself  to  my  mind,  it  at^  least  furnishes  a 
substantial  reason  for  demanding  from  such  a 
Gfovemment  as  that  of  Great  Britain  why  this 
country  was  seized ,  and  then  seized  by  them .  If, 
as  Lord  Palroerston  has  undertaken  to  assert, 
they  had  title,  as  allies  of  the  Mosquito  Indians, 
there  for  two  hundred  years  back,  why  was  it 
tlmt  they  solemnly  abandoned  all  pretensions  to 
any  part  of  the  country,  and  dismantled  ail  their 
forts  in  obedience  to  the  treaty  of  1786  with 
Spain,  and  repudiated  all  connection  with  the 
Mosquito  Indians?  They  afterwards  resumed 
their  disreputable  alUance  with  those  miserable 
barbarians,  and  seized  their  country  by  force  of 
arms  at  the  critical  moment  when  it  became  neces- 
sary for  them  to  hold  it  as  a  means  of  obstruction 
to  us — a  fence  athwart  the  only  passages  we  had 
to  our  Pacific  territories ! 

Sir,  a  brief  history  of  the  events  which  have 
occurred  relating  to  that  country,  will  fully  vin- 
dicate the  statement  contained  in  the  President's 
message,  and  I  hope  the  Senate  will  pardon  me 
if  I  pass  that  subject  shortly  in  review.  When 
the  old  English  buccaneers  nrst  began  to  inter- 
rupt the  Spanish  possessions  in  the  Isthmus, 
Great  Britain  had  no  title,  or  pretension  of  title 
there.  Her  first  claim  to  a  mere  tenancy  ut 
the  Balize,  under  Spain,  was  founded  on  the  pos- 
session of  these  buccaneers.  Their  usurpations 
of  territory  without  the  shadow  of  title  led  to 
tl»  treaty  of  Paris  of  1763,  in  which  she  agreed 
to  demolish  all  the  fortifications  they  had  erected 
in  every  part  of  the  country  on  condition  that 
they  should  be  allowed  to  cut  logwood.  She  af- 
terwards violated  that  treaty ,  andwent  into  a  war 
with  Spain,  and,  in  her  declaration  of  that  war 
in  1780,  assigned  this  grievance  as  a  ground  of 
the  war.  The  result  was,  that  in  1783,  after  she 
had  vainly  attempted  to  retain  her  possession 
there,  she  made  another  treaty  with  Spain,  by 
which  she  agreed  again  to  leave  the  whole  coun- 
try, and  to  abandon  the  entire  Isthmus,  except 
the  little  territory  of  Balize,  where  she  was  only 
to  have  the  right  to  cut  dye-wood  and  mahogany. 
She  did  not  then  undertake  to  claim  any  dominion 
at  the  Bahze,  or  in  any  portion  of  the  Isthmus. 
The  words  used  in  the  treaty  were,  that  all  tlio 
English  on  the  Spanish  continent  should  retire 
within  the  district  of  Balize. 

In  the  publication  which  has  been  made  within 
the  last  tliree  years  by  one  of  the  British  Pre- 
miers himself.  Lord  John  Russell,  of  the  corre- 
spondence of  Charles  James  Fox,  the  Minister  in 
1763,  it  appears  that,  at  the  very  time  when  tho 
British  Cabinet  made  that  treaty  agreeing  to  leave 
Central  America,  and  in  express  terms  to  retire 
from  *' continent  Opagnol,"  (the  Spanish  con- 
tinent,) the  Prime  Minister  wrote  to  the  King, 
that  the  Cabinet  had  resolved  to  sign  the  treaty, 
reserving  to  themselves  the  intention  afterwards  to 
violate  it.  Mr.  Fox  and  all  the  Cabinet,  except 
Lord  Stormont,  made  it  such  a  mental  reservation , 
that  the  words  ** continent  Etpagnol,"  or  Spanish 
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condnent,  might  be  tmdenitood  to  mean  eome- 
thinf  difTerent  from  what  everybody  else  under- 
mood  them  at  that  time  to  mean,  as  embi^dng 
the  whole  of  the  Isthmus.  Here  is,  in  fHct,  an 
express  acknowledgment,  published  about  seven^ 
years  after  the  treaty,  of  an  intention  to  defraud, 
m  ma^ng  it,  in  reference  to  this  very  Isthmus, 
if,  as  Mr.  Fox  writes,  it  should  hereafter  be 
deemed  expedient  to  do  so  from  prudential  con- 
siderations. In  another  letter,  written  by  Mr. 
Fox  to  the  Duke  of  Manchester,  a  few  days  after 
this,  this  article  of  the  treaty  is  billed  the  evrwd 
sixth  Spanish  article,  and  soon  after  this  the 
Government  toof^the  ground  tfcat  •*  Spanish  con- 
tinent" did  not  mean  "American  continent;** 
and  so  they  resolved  to  violate  the  treaty  and  re- 
tain possession,  as  they  now  pronose  to  do  in 
defiance  of  the  treaty  of  1850  with  us.  Then, 
sir,  what  followed  ?  In  a  short  time  the  Spaniards 
were  told  that  the  wx)rds  •  •  oonfinf  9U  Eayw^noi  *  *  did 
not  mean  Spanish  continent  in  Amenca,  as  they 
had  understood  it,  and  Great  BKtain  still  held 
the  keys  of  commerce  in  Central  America  and 
the  whole  country  she  occupied  during  the  treaty. 
Then  necessarily  ensued  another  quarrel  with 
Spain  on  account  oi  it.  She  was  drtvert  into 
another  treaty,  the  treaty  of  1786,  by  which  she 
agreed,  in  the  strongest  language  that  man  could 
devise,  to  evacuate  the  country.  There  is  rather 
a  remarkable  article  in  that  treaty,  in  which  the 
parties  promise  to  observe  it  "sincerely  and 
ftono  fide.**  So  his  Britannic  Majesty  was  made 
to  decAre  that  this  time  he  actually  meant  to 
keep  his  word ! 

What  followed  that?  They  then  abandoned 
all  their  fortifications,  withdrew  their  forces  from 
the  Isthmus,  and  called  away  their  colonists.  The 
Ministry  were  immediately  afterwards  attacked 
in  the  House  of  Lords  by  Lord  Rawdon  c^d 
others,  enemies  to  the  then  existing  administration 
in  Great  Britain,  who  brought  in  a  resolution  for 
a  vote  of  censure  bccatisc  the  administration  had 
by  this  treaty  given  up  the  then  Mosquito  coast. 
By  a  vote  of  three  to  one,  the  Ministry  were  sus- 
tained. It  will  be  not  less  instructive  and  amus- 
ing, to  read  from  the  "Parliamentary  Register** 
of  that  day  the  speech  of  Lord  Chancellor  Thur- 
low,  delivered  in  vindication  of  the  Ministry,  in 
which  he  demonstrated,  by  rectnrririgto  the  whole 
history  of  the  past,  that  Great  Britain  never  had 
a  particle  of  title  or  interest  in  any  portion  of  the 
Mosquito  coast.  How  was  it  in  the  other  House — 
the  House  of  Commons  ?  Mr.  Pitt  shortly  after- 
wards introduced  into  that  House  a  bill  to  in- 
demnify the  British  settlera  who  were  driven  out 
of  the  Mosquito  coast,  by  the  treaty  of  1786,  and 
the  House  of  Conraions  paflsed  that  bill,  thus 
paying  those  who  by  the  seductions  of  the  Brit- 
ish Ministry  had  been  lured  into  that  country  in 
violation  or  the  treaties  of  1763  and  of  1783. 

After  all  this,  would  any  man  suppose  that  the 
Government  of  Great  Britain  would  again  hft^e 
set  up  a  title  to  this  country?  She  did  so.  When 
and  under  what  circumstances  ?  As  I  have  said, 
within  six  days  of  the  date  of  the  treaty  of  Gkiu- 
dalupc  Hidalgo,  acquiring  California  and  New 
Mexico,  the  British  Government  s^nt  an  armed 
expedition  to  that  country,  and  took  possession 
of  It  again;  and  has  now  the  foce  to  declare,  in 
a  public  dispatch,  that  she  had  had  tlieundis-. 
turbed  possession  of  the  Mosquito  coast  for  two 
hundred  years.  If  arrogance  and  bold  and  reckless 
assertion  could  carry  it,  we  could  moke  no  success- 
ful controversy  with  them.  But  is  it  not  astonish- 
ing that  a  nation  which  challenges  the  respect  of 
the  civilized  world,  should  sumir  a  Ministry  to 
exist  there,  claiming  that  they  have  held  the  un- 
disturbed possession  of  that  region  of  country 
for  two  hundred  years,  in  the  foce  of  the  facta 
which  I  have  now  stated  to  the  Senate,  and  which 
no  man  can  with  truth  contradict  ? 

This  possession  disturbed  us.  Why?  What 
interests  had  \ve  in  it?  you  may  inquire.  Sir, 
the  route  through  the  Isthmus  is  palpably  the 
main  route  from  the  whole  of  our  Atlantic  coast 
to  our  Territories  on  the  Pacific.  We  have  talked 
about  a  railroad  to  the  Pacific,  but  we  have  not 
made  it  yet,  and  God  only  knows  when  it  will 
be  made.  Many  think  it  will  be  finished  about 
the  time  of  the  ingathering  of  the  Jews;  but 
when  it  shall  be  made,  it  wnl  not  supersede  the 
necessity  of  a  passage  through  the  isthmus  for 
us.  We  must  so  through  there,  or  we  may  have 
»o  give  up  Caii&mia  and  the  rest  of  our  Pacific 


possessions,  at  some  future  day,  to  form  for  them- 
selves a  separate  Republic  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Rocky  Mountains.  No  men  understand  it 
better  than  the  British  Ministry. 

Mr.  President,  I  do  not  wish  to  prolong  these 
remarks  unnecessarily,  nor  shall  I  go  into  a 
thorough  discussion  of  this  subject  at  this  time. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Will  the  honorable  Senator 
allow  me  to  ask  him  a  qtiestion  ? 

Mr.  CLAYTON.    With  pleasure. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  am  aware  that  this  subject 
must  excite  a  very  deep  interest  and  apprehen- 
sion. The  honorable  Senator  from  Delaware  was 
Secretary  of  State  during  the  ne^tiation  of  the 
treaty  in  re^rd  to  Central  America.  I  observe 
that  the  British  Government  is  now  stated  by  the 
President  to  assume  the  ground,  that  the  stipula- 
tion not  to  colonize  or  to  occnpy  was  prospective 
only,  and  not  present  and  actual.  That  strikes 
me  as  being  a  new  suggestion,  a  new  idea,  en- 
tirely different  ft^m  that  which  I  entertained  as  a 
member  of  the  Senate  when  that  treaty  was  rati- 
fied, and  when  I  defended  it.  I  do  not  know  that 
there  will  be  a  better  time  or  place,  or  a  higher 
authority,  upon  which  to  obtain  the  view  which 
was  taken  by  the  Executive  Department  of  the 
United  States  in  the  negotiation  of  that  treaty, 
than  to  ask  the  honorable  Senator,  if  he  feels  at 
liberty  to  state,  what  was  the  view  which  was 
taken  of  that  article  of  the  treaty  by  the  Execu- 
tive of  the  United  States  in  making  it  ? 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  am  glad  that  the  honor- 
able Senator  has  called  my  attention  to  that  sub- 
ject; I  might  have  omitted  to  consider  it  if  he  had 
not  mentioned  it.  It  is  true,  as  the  honorable 
Senator  says,  that  this  is  a  new  view  of  the  sub- 
iect.  It  is  something  of  which  we  have  not  heard 
before.  It  is  a  construction  put  upon  the  treaty 
by  the  British  Cabinet,  for  which  they  are  cer- 
tainly entitjed  to  all  the  merit  of  originality  and 
novelty.  Prospective  in  its  operation !  I  never 
dreamed  of  such  a  thing.  IVlerely  prospective ! 
Does  any  man  suppose  that  I,  in  the  possession 
of  my  senses,  could  have  entered  into  a  treaty 
with  Great  Britain  to  allow  her  to  remain  in  pos- 
session of  the  whole  of  this  Isthmus,  and  to  pro- 
hibit my  own  countrymen  from  taking  posses- 
sion of  It,  leaving  her  there  undisturbed  ?  What 
could  we  gain  by  it?  What  inducement  could 
there  have  been  on  our  part  to  enter  into  such  a 
treaty?  What  motive  could  an  American  states- 
man have  in  making  such  a  treaty?  What  mo- 
tive could  any  American  Senator  have  had  in  voting 
for  the  ratification  of  such  an  instrument?    Is  it 

Possible  that  any  man  on  earth  can  have  his  un- 
erstanding  so  perverted  as  to  believe  for  a  single 
moment  that  that  view  was  in  the  contemplation* 
of  the  negotiators?    What  is  the  language  of  the 
treaty  ?  Both  parties  Agreed  that  neiuier  of  them 

would  occupy,  colonize,  fortify 

Mr.  CASS.    Or  exercise  dominion  over. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  Yes,  sir;  or  assume  or  ex- 
ercise dominion  over  any  part  of  Central  America. 
Let  us  took  at  that  language?  What  is  the  mean- 
ing of  the  word  "  occupy  ?"  That  is  the  first 
word.  "  Occupy,*'  according  to  every  dictionairy 
you  can  lay  youT  hands  on,  means,  nrst,  to  take 
possession;  second,  to  keep  possession.  He  is 
said  to  occupy  who  either  takes  possession  ori- 
ginally, or  retains  possession  which  he  formerly 
took.  They  agfeed  by  this  treaty  to  do  neither. 
They  agreed  that  they  would  not  occupy,  and 
they  a^ed,  further,  that  they  would  not  exercise 
dominion  there.  Now  they  say  that  is  a  stipula- 
tion which  was  to  be  prospective  in  its  operation. 
Well,  sir,  suppose  we  consider  it  prospective, 
how  is  it  then  ?  They  were  not  to  exercise  do- 
minion thereafter,  but  they  were  to  exercise  the 
dominion  they  had  before.  How  can  that  be  ? 
The  language  of  the  ti^aty  was,  that  they  should 
thereafter  exercise  no  dominion,  and,  no  matter 
what  dominion  they  might  have  had  before,  they 
were  compelled,  by  the  plain  terms  of  the  treaty, 
to  abandon  it. 

Sir,  it  is  wonderftil  that  a  nation  so  enlightened 
and  of  such  standing  in  the  World  as  the  people 
of  Gf eat  Britain,  should  have  consented  to  permit 
any  ministry  to  stand  in  a  controversy  upon  such 
points  as  tnese.  I  do  not  believe  the  British 
people  understand  their  position.  I  know  that 
Lord  Palmerston  has  heretofore  calrried  things 
there  with  a  high  hand;  but  I  think  that,  when  the 
British  people  do  understand  that  they  are  to  be 
degradeel  and  disgraced  by  ouch  miserable  quib- 


bling and  equivocating  as  this,  they  wiU  turn  t&rar 
backs  on  Lord  Palmerston  and  his  Cabinet,  and 
any  other  set  of  men  that  have  such  an  esttiaate 
of  what  is  due  to  British  honor.  I  do  not  believe 
Englishmen  have  sunk  so  low.  Depend  t^>on  it, 
sir,  there  is  some  misunderstanding  among  Eng- 
lishmen on  this  subject.  It  is  impossible  that  t£e 
people  of  England  can  comprehend  it.  If  they  do, 
they  will  not  suifer  such  miserable  special  plead- 
ing to  dishonor  them,  and  force  us  at  last  into  an 
op6n  war  with  them. 

The  President  of  the  United  States,  hi  my 
judgment,  has  very  wisely  resolved  to  stand  by 
the  treaty.  Independently  of  the  mesamge,  we 
know  from  some  recent  occurrences,  '#hien  have 
taken  place  within  a  few  days,  that  the  Execu- 
tive has  strictly  enforced  the  treaty,  dnd  has  pre- 
vented American  colonization  in  Central  America; 
and  has  avowed  the  object  of  stopping  a  ship  in 
tha  harbor  of  New  York  to  be  to  maintain  the 
treaty.  Sir,  Great  Britain  having  denied  the 
plain  meaning  of  the  treaty,  as  she  naa  done,  we 
should  be  pertfectly  Justified  in  breaking  np  the 
treaty  on  our  part,  if  that  would  place  us  in  any 
better  condition.  Now,  I  ask  the  attention  m 
the  Senate,  for  but  a  fbw  moments,  to  conaider 
that  point.  We  have  the  right,  in  faro  eonieUniut, 
tp  annul  the  treaty,  and  we  shonld  be  justified 
before  the  civilized  world  for  annulhn^  it,tf  it  be 
our  interest  to  do  so.  We  have  not  been  charged 
by  Great  Britain  with  attempting  to  viohoe  it 
heretofore;  and,  as  an  American  citi/en,  I  thank 
God  that  we  have  maintained  such  a  ground  that 
we  cannot  be  char^^ed  with  want  of  faith  in  this 
matter  at  any  period.  But  is  it  to  be  endured 
that  we  shall  abandon  the  treaty,  if  our  position 
is  made  worse  by  abandoning  it  ?  Suppose  we 
do  abandon  and  annul  it,  where  shall  we  oe  then  ? 
The  British  say  they  are  in  possession,  and  have 
kept  possession,  through  the  Mosouito  king;  but 
if  they  are  not  now,  they  would  undoubtedly 
then  take  possession  and  keep  it.  Can  we  ton 
erate  that?  American  Senators,  1  ask,  would 
you  tolerate  it  ?  In  such  a  contingency  they  would 
control  every  passage  through  the  Isthmus,  in 
the  event  of  a  future  rupture  between  this  country 
and  Great  Britain.  'V  cs,  sir,  tliey  would  be  at 
hand,  with  their  colonists,  and  seize  any  and 
every  canal  or  railroad  between  Tehuantepec  and 
Panama. 

The  question  forces  itself  upon  us,  if  wc 
break  up  the  treaty  now,  what  will  be  our  posi- 
tion? We  shall  have  given  up  the  whole  con- 
troversy, or  wc  must  assert  that  ancient  doctrine 
which  my  ancient  friend  from  Michigan  [Mr. 
Cass]  ana  others  here  have  been  desirous  very 
often  to  assert,  called  the  "Monroe  doctrine." 
In  reference  to  tliis  particular  territory,  1  would 
not  hesitate  at  all  as  one  Senator  to  asJsert  the 
Monroe  doctrine,  and  maintain  it  by  my  votes; 
but  do  I  expect  to  be  sustained  in  that,  or  does 
any  other  man  here,  expect  to  be  sustained  in 
such  a  vote  by  both  oranches  of  Congress. 
Whenever  the  attempt  has  been  made  to  assert 
the  Monroe  doctrine  in  either  branch  of  Congress 
it  has  failed.  The  present  Democratic  party  came 
into  power  after  tlie  debate  on  the  Panama  mis- 
sion, on  the  utter  abnq^tion  of  the  whole  doc- 
trine, and  stood  upon  Washington's  doctrine  of 
non-intervention.  Jt.is  a  principle  which*  whether 
it  be  right  or  wron^ — and  I  am  not  stonding^  here 
to-day  to  discuss  its  propriety — ^you  cannot  pre- 
vail on  a  majority,  and  I  will  venture  to  say  you 
cannot  prevail  on  one  third  of  either  House  of 
Congress  to  sustain.  WcU,  sir,  if  we  cannot 
sustain  that,  let  us  stand  by  the  treaty.  The 
reason  for  which  I  was  particulariy  anxious  to 
moke  the  treaty  was,  because  I  was  conscious  of 
the  fact,  that  Congress  would  not  assert  the 
Monroe  doctrine,  and  that  wc  must  either  ^e 
up  the  country  to  the  British,  or  obtain  a  treaty 
binding  Great  Britain  to  abandon  it.  We  have 
the  treaty.^  I  say  again,  that  I  think  the  Presi- 
dent has  rightly  decided  to  stand  upon  it,  and 
to  demand  from  Great  Briteun  compliance  with 
it,  and,  if  it  became  necessary  in  the  last  resort, 
to  compel  her  to  submit  to  it.  Resistance  should 
be  promptly  made  to  any  occupation  of  any  part 
of  Central  America.  • 

Mr.  President,  before  I  have  done,  let  me  say 
very  briefly  that  I  am  anxious  that  the  attention 
of  Senators  and  of  our  countrymen  now  should 
be  directed  to  another  point,  in  order  that  they 
may  rightly  decide  upon  the  merits  of  this  eon- 
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troTeray  with  Great  Britiuiv  In  Janu^rjr— cer- 
tainly not  later  than  February,  but  I  thinly  in 
Jan  uary — 185i2,  Lord  Jo^n  Russell ,  then  acting  aa 
British  Secretary  of  Foreign  Afiairs,  wrote  a  letter 
to  Mr.  CnM3i^pton,to  be  laid  bejfbre  the  American 
Government,  in  i^hich  he  virtually  acknowledged 
the  American  construction  of  the  treaty,  and  de- 
clared that  the  whole  Mosquito  Protectorate, 
vhicl^  y^e  are  now  told  Great  Britain  intei^s  to 
maintain  at  aU  i^^ard^,  was  a,  ^hoer  fiction.  ToJce 
that  letter  of  Lord  John  Russell,  and  pl^ce  it  by 
the  side  pf  th^  letter  9^  Lord  C^rendon,  subse- 
quently written;  let  the  American  people  have  the 
two  letters  side  by  side — one  of  the  British  Sec- 
retary of  Foreign  Aitos  in  January,  183^,  and 
the  other  of  the  British  Secretary  of  Foreign 
Affairs  in  April,  1853— and  ttey  w^  4^d  thunji 
as  strongly  ^nXa£<yi)miS  af^Uie  recent  disp^W^ 
of  Lord  Clarendon  and  Mr.  $uchaP4^,  Q4  youx 
table. 

Sir,  I  have  detained  yoi^  tpo  long.  My  objppt 
in  rising  ^as  to  draw  the  attention  of  thp  Senate 
and  the  country  parti<juWly  to  this  topic,  urhich 
the  Presit^ent  himself  has  made  the  n)ost  prom- 
inent in  his  message.  I  will  not  detain  ti^p  Souo^e 
longer.  I  now  ofer  the  u^u^l  rje^uUPn  for  th^ 
printiDgof  the  mes^e^e: 

Ofierti,  Ttwi  the  oflu^  oumber  of  tl|e  mewng?  and  doo- 
WDeQU,  and  dftieen  thousand  cojjies  ot;  Uie  mcaaaf^  afid 
accompanyijii  documents  in  addition  to  the  u<iiial  number, 
be  printed  for  the  uM  of  the  Senate  by  th^  printer  for  the 
Ian  Caofreav. 

Mr.  CASS.  Mr.  President,  I  rise  principally 
to  express  my  entire  concurrence  with  what  has 
faDen  from  the  honorable  Senator  firpm  Delaware, 
and  niy  ratification  at  the  course  and  views  re- 
commended by  the  President  of  the  United  States 
in  the  message  which  we  have  just  heard  read,  on 
the  subject  of  the  Central  American  difficulty.  I 
think  the  time  has  come  to  assert  the  honor  an()[ 
interests  of  the  United  States,  and  I  agree  fully 
with  the  v;iew8  which  have  been  presented  by  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Delaware  on  tha^  point. 
Sir,  in  the  whole  history  of  diplomacy— of  the 
most  tortuous  diplomacy — there  is  qo  chapter  like 
that  which  recoiints,  the  corjduct  of  Great  Britain 
with  respect  to  this  identical  treaty.  ^Thore  is 
none  in  which  ap  intcipretation  so  palpably  con- 
trary to  the  plain  meaning  of  the  phrt^s^ology, 
employed  was  ever  sp  pertinaciously  urged  by 
one  nation  to  get  rid  of  its  engaffempnts  with 
another.  I  must  confess,  hpyfeverp  that  this.s^te 
of  things  is  what  I  had  fpre/seen ;  and ,  i(  the  ScnatQ 
will  pardon  me  ifpr  doing  so,  I.  wjll  read  t-vyenty 
lines  of  what  1  said  on  the  sa|x\e  sphjcpt  in  this 
body  two  years  ago.  In  alluding  to  the  proposi- 
tion which,  it  was  then  aju^ested,  had  come  from 
the  British  Ministry  to  make  a  new  treaty,  I  said: 

*'  Nor  do  I  see,  in  any  vif  w,  wh^t  wf  ahQ^ld .  gain  .by  a 
new  treaty.  The  tfrst  One  ia'well  ci^ougu,  ir  cd^ed  out  in 
it!  troe  spuit;  and  another  would  be  no^ucr,  if  exposed 
to  the  same  procenEi  of  eonstmction,  or  ratlier  misconiitruc- 
tlon.  What  Lor(l.Cla^n(loi^  exp^t?  frqija,  a  i\?W  tro^Qr^ 
or  what  either  party  is  to  aem^Dd  or  cqnccd?,  I  oq)  at,  a^ 
loss  to  conjecture.  What  we  wa^t.  and  ali  wc  wan^t,  i«, 
that  the  Central  American  States  Bhould  be  let  alone  to 
manage  their  own  afiaira,  in  their  own  way,  leaving  10  the 
civilized  govemraonls,  within  w|io^e.  te^tories  they  iiv^ 
to  regulate  the  M^uito  Indians  as  they  tlunk  proper, 
agreeably  10  a  principle  everywhere  recofrnizcd  flind  adopted 
since  the  discovery  of  the  continent.  And  ait  this  is  pre- 
cisely what  the  Clayton-Bulwer  ueaty  would  cfibct,  if  fairly 
interpretated  and  fiuriy  executed;  and  an  Iu>ncs(  coq^pl^ 
ance  with  its  stipulations  presenttt  in  my  opinion  the  only 
*  scheme  of  adjustment' (in  which  we  can  liavean  ai^ney) 
by  wtiach  the  affiurs  of  *  Central  America— Mosquito  in* 
clnded—can  l>e  satisfactorily  and  permanently  settled.' 
And  I  think  we  owe  it  to  our  honor  and  po9/tion  in  the 
world  to  say  so  to  England,  in  Arm  buttemporate  language ; 
and,  having  said  so,  to  act  accordingly,  be  the  consequences 
what  they  may. 

"  I  am  aware,  Mr.  Presidfint,  that  such  laoxuage,  just  in 
hseif.  may  expose  me  to  captious  remarks.  I  shall  bo  ac- 
cused, aa  I  have  been  before,  of  a  desire  to  promote  war, 
while  1  only  desire  to  maintain  the  name  and  fame  of  my 
country  above  suspicion  and  above  reproach.  I  have  little 
foeUng  in  common  with  that  mprhS^  patriotism  which  is  too 
eantious  to  look  our  injuries  in  the  face,  and  too  timid  to 
•vett  or  avenge  Chem.''— •^opendix  to  Congressional  Olohe, 
TMrfy-r%trd  Cong.,  Ui  Sess.y  p.  70. 

I  congratulate  myself  and  the  country,  Mr. 
President,  on  the  accession  we  have  this  day  re- 
ceived— the  able  and  powerfi^l  accession  ,we  nave 
received  in  the  person  of  the  Se/^or  from  Dela- 
ware— to  the  Monroe  doctrine.  1  sliajl  look 
forward  to  his  hearty  and  zealous  cooperation, 
expecting  and  hoping  from  it  the  best  results. 
The  honorable  Senator  says  now,  he  has  said  so 
before,  and  said  very  truly,  that  whenever  the 
Monroe  doctfine  ha^  been  urged»citber  on^  House 


of  Congress  or  the  other,  or  both  Houses,  did 
not  stand  up  to  it.  That  is  true.  I  said  so  be- 
fore, in  answer  to  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Illinois,  [Mr.  DouciLAs,]  who  ia  not  now  here.  I 
stated  then  what  the  di^ci^lty  hitd  been.  The 
doctrine  w&s  first  proclaimed  by  President  Mon- 
roe. Ouf  president,  not  ha,vij^0  the  power  of 
European  executives,  could  only  lay  down  a 
doctri^ie,  but  it  could  not  derive  force  except  fcon^ 
the  action,  of  Congress,  a,n4  Co^igresa  never  acted 
on  the  subject.  I  nope  this  controversy  wiUgivq 
us  the  occasion  of  laying  down  the  cCoctrioe  in 
such  a  way  as  to  p'rodujce  effect  in  Europe,  and 
th^t  we  shall  adhere  to  it,  come  what  may. 

A»  the  honorable  Senator  has  observed,  across 
the  istlinuis  in  dispute  is  the  great  liighway  of 
nations  by  land  or  by  water.  The  honorable 
Senator 'a  investigajtions  of  the  s^bject  have  led 
him  to  the  same  conclusion  to  which  I  have 
arrived — that  the  spirit  of  aggrajidizcment  in  Eng-> 
land  with  respect  to  this  section  of  the  world 
never  displayed  itself  fully  until  we  got  posjjps- 
s^on  of  California.  Her  inierfercnjce  in  Central 
America  was  baiEed  from  the  tii^e  of  the  Spaniards 
for  one  hundred  and  fifty  yc;ars.  She  at  first 
obtained  a  feeble  foothold  there.  The  Spaniards 
claimed  that  the  country  wa^  theirs.  Great 
Britain  confessed  it;  but  she  still  held  on,  under 
the  claim  of  protecting  Indian  after  Indian,  in 
order  to  obtain  possession  of  the  couiiu-y;  but 
never  realized  the  importance  of  it,  and  nnver 
determined  on  that  spirit  of  aggncsAion  which 
she  now  feels,  imtil  she  s^w  that  the  great  pro- 
ducts of  the  world  were  to  pa89  a,croas  that  isth- 
mus, and  then  she  sought  to  get  possession  of  it. 
It  is  this  which  stimulates,  her  exertions  now, 
eynd  directs,  the  course  of  hpr  policy,  and  will 
continue  to  do  so. 

A,  word  now  in  regard  to  the  provisions  of  the 
treaty.  The  honorable  Si^natorfrom  Delaware 
hpSi  yery  correctly  observed  tliat  the  most  deci- 
sive objection  to  the  present  interpretation  of 
England  is  that  she  never  thought  of  it  before. 
From,  the  beginning  of  the  treaty,  and  from  the 
beginning  of  our  disputes  with  her  in  regard 
to  it,  dpwn  to  this  very  d^y,  I  never  heard,  until 
the  reading  of  the  message  apprised  me  of  the 
fapt,  that  such  a  ground  was  taken,  and  it 
never  wa?  tak^n  u^til  all  other  grounds  had 
foiled.  It  cannot  be  maintained  for  a  moment. 
Np  hqnestman  cap  maintain  it.  The  stipulation 
of  tlie  treaty  was  expressly  thftt  neither  the  Gov- 
ernment ofthe  United  States  nor  of  Czreat  Britain 
should.erer  "  occupy,  or  fortifyr,  or  colonize,  or 
a^suipp,  or  exprcise  any  dommion  over  Nica- 
ragua, Cosita  Bi^a,  the  Mosq^iJto  coast,  or  any 
part  of  Cenl^ral  America. "  Now,  I  wish  to  know, 
w;hera  is.the  provisioj^  there  th^t  this  stipulation, 
should  simply  have  a^  efl&jct  it\  futp.ro^  and  not. 
URo;i,  the  thei^.  existing  state  of  things  ?  She  was 
pever  to  have  dominion  there;  she  was  never  to 
excxci^  dqn\inion  there  under  apy  possible  cir- 
cumstance, apd  if  she  had  dominion  there  then^ 
it  was  her  duty  to  relinquish  it, 

I  know  a  title  is  set  up  to  a  protectorate  over 
the  Mosquito  Indians.  That  is  an  old  story.  My 
honorable  friend. from  JKentucky  [Mir.  Cimttwj- 
di;n]  kfiows  as  well  a^  I  do  tlie  moaning  of  suph 
a.  pretense  in  regard  to  the  Indians.  This  pre- 
tended British  philauathropy  and  charity  for  the 
Indians  is  to  cnablcfher  to  use  the  Indians.  From, 
the  time  when  Lord  Chatham  made  that  impasr. 
aioned  apostrophe  in  the  House  of  Peers,  on  the 
subject  of  the  employment  of  Indians  in  civilized 
waitarc,  England  has  pursued  the  praptice;  and 
that  is  the  purpose  for  which  she  wants  the  Mos- 
quito Indiajis.  The  true  policy  for  her,  if  she 
desired, to  fulfill  the  treaty,  would  be  to  let  the 
Mosquito  Indians  alone;  leave  them,  according 
to  the  recognized  principle  of  the  world,  subject 
to  the  government  of  the  Christian  States  within, 
whos^  dominions  they  live.  T*hat  would  be  her 
proper  coui-se.  But  does  any  man  within  the 
sound  of  my  voice  pretend  or  contend  that  Eng- 
land would  not  be  the  first  to  use  these  Indians 
to  maintain  her  own  supremacy?  Suppose  we 
should  claim  the  right  of  going  into  Canada  and 
prptectinj^  the  Canadian  Indians,  what  would  be 
said?  Why,  sir,  from  Calcutta  to  London,  the 
whole  world  would  resound  with  the  impudence 
of  Brother  Jonathan;  and  yet  reverse  the  case, 
anH  apply  it  to  the  poor  Govej^ments  of  Cen- 
tral America,  and  the  whole  principle  becomes, 
cheu?^! 


The   honoTBhle  Senator  from  Delaware  ex- 

Fresses  some  surprise  at  the  course  of  Ehigland. 
wonder  that  he  could  do  so;  I  wonder  that  h« 
expressed  any  surprise,  after  the  fact  he  alluded 
to.  Whv,  sir,  there  ia  scarcely  in  the  history  of 
the  worla  a  more  aingulai  fact  than  the  oae  ad** 
verted  to;  and  in  order  t^ bring  to  the  view  of  the 
Sonate  at  thia  time  the  course  of  England  on  a 
portion  of  thifl  very  auhject,  when  the  disputed 
country  was  conaected  with  Spain,  I  shall  occupy 
the  Sen&te  for  a  moakeat  in  readiiig  what  I  said 
upon  it  two  years  ago.  The  incident  iaavery- 
extraordinary  one.  The  Senator  fron  Delaware 
stated  the  sajue  fact  when  thisunib^eet  waa  agi» 
tatied  by  him  then^  and  I  made  this  remark  upon 
it: 

<<  The  Senstoc  fiiom  Delaware}  in  bis  reniMbi  the  other 
day.  refi^rred  to  a  sinauloi'  incident  in  r^l^tion  to  the  treaty 
of  17d3,  which  has  been  brought  to  light  by  the  recent 
publication  of  the  life  of  Fox,  by  Lord  John  uumell;  and 
as  it  iH  r^tficr  a  niaik«d  featuea  in  thii*  hiiiory  of  encroach- 
lonnt^,  I  beg  leave  anin  U)  iQUoduoe  it,  witlt  a  more  par-r 
ticnlar  reference  to  the  document^.  The  sixth  article  ot 
that  treaty  described  the  country  to  be  abandoned  as  the 
Spanish  continent — *  continent  E»pagnol,*  and  the  Bng^ 
lull  Cahinet  seomt  to  hnva  had  greai  raJuetanoe  to  give  up 
the  Mo'^quito  coai«t,  n»  iltey  wAre  e?idently  required  to  d» 
by  that  provi<<iou.  KWfiv  much  delay,  an  exn«dient  wa« 
8ug^?9ted  to  remove  the  difficulty,  which,  if  not  rare  in 
diplomatic  proceodin»,  is  rarely  revealed  so  authoritOp 
lively  to  tlie  woxld.  Tliia  ti^aty  wae  one  of  the  d^nitiv* 
trcatjpa  gpowioe  out  of  th^  achnowledmieat  of  our  ind<»» 
pcndence ;  amfthe  condition  of  England  required  tlie  im- 
mediate adjustment  or  all  the  qucMlons  connected  with 
that  great  event,  includmf  peace  with  Pranoe,  Spain,  and 
Holland.  Mr.  Fo<,  in  a  note  to  the  King,  diOCKLJaly  1% 
17B3,  undertook  to  reconcile  him  to  the  moasuro,  by  shoW" 
ing  how  the  fair  conset^uenccs  ofthe  engagement  might  ba 
avoided.*' 

He  did  not  deny  that  the  Kin^  was  right  in 

his  construction;  he  was  only  homing  out  to  the 

King  the  means  by  which  the  Spaniard  mig^ht  be 

cheated  and  the  treaty  signed  at  the  same  time. 

"  *  There  hoa  been,'  said  Mr.  Fox,  *  a  great  deal  of  dis- 
cueeion  upon  this  matter ;  but  it  appearing  to  be  eUll  in  our 
power  to  put  our  own  interpretation  upon  the  worde  ooa- 
tioent  Gapegnol,  and  to  determine  upon  pmdf^ntial  con- 
<>idt'ratJoa8  [not  by  honest  construction]  whether  tha 
Moaqnito  shore  comes  under  that  description  or  not,' 
therefore,  as  immediate  action  was  very  desirable,  the  Cab- 
innt  recommended  the  signature  of  the  treaty,  leaving  this 
article  untouched,  and  had  instructed  Mr.  Fox  to  aak  ths 
King's  consent.  To  tliisi  application  the  King,  answered, 
that  *it  was  a  very  untoward  circumstance,  that  a  defini- 
tive treaty  cannot  be  signed  without  leaving  clear  ground 
for  fresh  dispute ;  but  I  do  not  mean  by  this  reflection  to 
object  to  the  opiaion  of  the  Cabinet,  that  the  Spanish 
treaty  should  not,  on  account  of  the  sixtli  article,  be  de- 
layed; '  Whether  the  King'A  remark  was  the  result  of  pru- 
dential considerations,  or  of  conscientious  scruples,  we 
have  not  the  meanii  of  knowing.  Whatever  they  were^ 
they  interposed  no  ohsta<;Io  to  hie  acquijDaoeace." 

Now,  I  must  express  my  surprise  thca  an  ex> 
perienced  stateso\an  like  the  Senator  from  Dela- 
ware, aAer  reading  that  fact  connected  with  the 
diplomatic  history  of  England  in  relation  t0  this 
yi^ry  case,  should  intimate  any  wonder  at  the 
course  she  is  now  pursuing  in  regard,  to  us. 

Mr.  WELLER,  Mr.  Fresident,  although  I 
a0)  afflicted  with  a  sore,  throat,  and  am  laboring* 
under  a  severe  hoarseness,  I  should  be  doing  in- 
justice to  my  own  feelings  if  I  were  to  abstain 
nrom  expressing  the  pleasure  which  I  have  de- 
rived from  listening  to  tne  message  which  hae  just 
been  read*  Whatever  di£Sdrence  of  opinion  may 
exist  among  us  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
executive.pa^ronagie  has  been  dispensed,  there  are 
none  of  us,  I  believe,  on  thisside  of  the  Chcunber, 
who  question  the  soiundness  of  the  principles  by 
which  this  Administration  has, been  governed. 

The  view  which  is  presented  in  tne  message 
of  our  foreign  a0aire  is,  in  my  judgment,  just 
su<;h  as  we  had  a  right  to  expect  from  an  Amer- 
ican President,  whose  energies,  have  been  con- 
stantly directed,to  the  maintenance  of  the  national 
honor.  There  is  no  bravado,  no  blustering  to 
stir  up  the  spirit  of  strife  and  to  excite  the  angry 
passions  of  tuat  portion  of  our  people  who  do  not 
properly  appreciate  the  blessings  of  peace,  nor 
count  the  full  cost  of  involving  their  country  in  a 
foreign  war.  Its  bold,  frank,  firm,  and  yet  con- 
ciliatory tone  wjll,  in  my  judgment,  command 
the  re^)ect  of  every  portion  of  the  American 
people. 

Sir,  I  sincerely  hope  that  the  President  may 
be  ri^ht  in  expressing  the  opinion  that  all  the 
questions  now  in  controversy  between  our  Gov- 
ernment and  that  of  Great  Britain  can  be  peace- 
ably and  honorably  adjusted;  and  yet  it  does 
seem  to  me,  that  there  is  so  wide  a  difference  of 
opinion  between  us,  aa  to  the  proper  construction 
to  he  givea  to  th«  treeAy  i«  jr^gwrd  to  Ceiitfal 
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America,  that  this  cannot  be  accomplished  unless 
either  the  one  party  or  the  other  abandons  the 
position  which  nas  been  assumed.  The  tone  and 
temper  of  the  message,  however,  as  well  as  the 
past  history  of  our  Chief  Magistrate,  giye  me 
the  most  satisfkctory  assurances  that,  whilst  he 
desires  to  preserve  pe^  with  all  nations,  and 
particularly  with  Ghreat  Britain,  to  whom  we  are 
Dound  by  ties  of  interest,  of  language,  and  of 
kindred,  he  will  yet  not  fkil  to  vindicate  our 
rijghts  and  maintain  the  national  honor  untar- 
nished, at  aU  hazards.  We  cannot,  sir,  abandon  the 
position  which  we  have  assumed  in  regard  to 
Uentral  America.  We  cannot  suffer  that  portion 
of  this  continent  to  be  controlled  by  any  Euro- 
pean Power.  While  we  have  studiously  avoided 
intermeddling  with  those  questions  which  have 
unfortunately  convulsed  the  Old  World,  we  will 
not  suffer  any  European  State  to  direct  the  des- 
tinies of  the  J^eto.  And  here  let  me  say,  that  if 
'  the  time  shall  ever  come  when  we  are  unfortu- 
nately involved  in  a  war  with  England,  she  will 
learn  that  the  reliance  which  she  now  places  on 
our  dissensions  and  divisions  is  deceptive  and  illu- 
sive. She  counted  largely  on  our  divisions  in  the 
war  of  1812.  Let  her  not  be  mistaken  again. 
€luarrel  and  wranfi;Ie  as  we  may  upon  the  domes- 
tic questions  of  the  day,  whenever  the  national 
honor  is  at  stake,  whenever  there  is  a  foreign  foe 
in  the  field,  we  present  an  undivided  front. 

Now,  sir,  in  regard  to  domestic  questions,  those 
which  affect  the  internal  peace  and  tranquillity  of 
the  country,  the  President  has  spoken  with  the 
manliness  and  independence  or  an  American 
statesman.  I  am  glad  he  has  thus  spoken;  for 
no  one  can  shut  his  eyes  to  the  fact,  that  there  are 
now  sectional  questions  growing  out  of  a  differ- 
ence of  local  institutions  and  local  laws,  in  the 
respective  States,  which  threaten  the  perpetuity 
of  the  Union.  The  true  history  of  that  sectional 
^contest,  the  inevitable  effect  of  refusing  to  our 
southern  friends  full  security  for  their  property, 
and  a  just  and  equal  participation  in  the  blessings 
of  our  Federal  Consutution,  are  forcibly  and  elo- 
quently portrayed.  They  will  challenge  the  ad- 
miration of  every  friend  of  constitutional  liberty. 
In  my  judgment  the  question  of  slavery  is  there 
placed  upon  its  true  oasis;  and  if  the  political 
party  with  whom  I  am  associated  cannot  main- 
tain their  ascendency  upon  those  principles,  I 
should  not  regret  their  expulsion  from  power.  I 
desire,  then,  to  see  the  American  Democracy 
plant  themselves  on  that  constUutumal  ■pl&iform, 
and,  come  weal,  or  come  woe,  steadily  and  firmly 
maintain  it  If  we  cannot  put  down  the  spirit 
of  wild  fanaticism  that  now  pervades  a  section 
of  this  country;  if  geographical  lines  are  to  be 
drawh;  if  sectional  parties  are  to  be  organized; 
and  if  we  have  not  tnc  power  to  strike  down  the 
arm  of  the  traitor  that  is  now  raised  to  apply  the 
torch  to  the  temple  of  liberty,  we  shall  at  least 
have  the  proud  consolation  of  knowing  that  we 
have  fallen  in  an  effort  to  maintain  the  Constitu- 
tion of  our  fathers  unimpaired — ^in  an  effort  to 
give  to  every  section  of  the  Union  the  full  and 
undisturbed  enjoyment  of  its  constitutional  rights. 

The  President's  message,  I  doubt  not,  wUl  be 
denounced  by  misguided  philanthropists,  by  wild 
fanatics,  by  infuriated  politicians,  wno  live  on  the 
popular  excitement  of  the  day,  and  who  trifle  and 
tamper  with  the  blessings  of  liberty;  but  it  will 
meet  with  a  cordial  response  in  the  heart  of  every 
true  American.  It  will  be  read  throughout  the 
length  and  breadth  of  this  land,  and  I  trust  that 
its  sound  doctrines  will  sink  deep  into  the  hearts 
of  our  people.  I  hope  it  will  have  a  salutary 
influence  in  dispelling  the  clouds  that  are  now 
gathering  over  us,  and  in  breaking  down  the  bar- 
riers which  fanaticism  is  attempting  to  erect  be- 
tween the  North  and  the  South.  I  hope  it  will 
encourage  that  spirit  of  fraternal  feeling  which 
ought  to  exist  amongst  members  of  the  same  fam- 
ily, and  that  we  may  all  regard  the  injunction  of 
the  Father  of  his  Country,  to  avoid  the  organiza- 
tion of  geographical  parties,  as  binding  as  though 
we  had  assumed  it  in  the  form  of  an  oath  admin- 
istered before  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  world. 
1  have  said  before,  and  I  repeat  it,  that  I  am  ready 
to  unite  with  all  true  Americans,  no  matter  what 
their  political  antecedents  may  have  been,  in  an 
effort  to  put  down  forever  the  infernal  factions 
which  are  now  seeking  to  draw  geographical 
lines,  and  or^nize  sectional  parties. 

Mr.  Preaiuenti  I  do  not  desiro  io  trespasi  on 


the  attention  of  the  Senate  at  this  time.  There 
are  some  points  that  were  made  bj  the  distin- 
guished Senator  fW)m  Delaware,  m  regard  to 
which,  at  some  other  time,  I  shall  ask  the  indul- 
gence of  the  Senate  to  be  heard  at  length.  1  refer 
especially  to  those  questions  which  affect  that 
portion  of  the  Union  from  whence  I  come,  and 
particularly  to  that  point  to  which  the  Senator 
alluded  when  he  said  that  he  believed  the  object 
of  Great  Britain  was  to  separate  our  people  on 
the  Pacific  from  our  brethren  on  the  Atlantic. 
Whether  the  "Monroe  doctrine "  be  carried  out 
in  your  legislation  or  not,  I  undertake  to  say, 
that  the  American  people  will  never  suffer  Great 
Britain  to  control  the  destinies  of  Central  America. 
Our  destiny  is  to  cover  this  continent,  and  although 
the  intrigues  of  foreign  Governments  and  the  ac- 
tion of  our  own  may  impede,  they  cannot  prevent 
its  ultimate  accomplishment.  My  constituents 
have  no  disposition  to  separate  from  the  Union. 
We  will  stand  by  you  as  long  as  this  Government 
is  administered  upon  Just  and  constitutional  prin- 
ciples. But  if  the  time  should  come  when  do- 
mestic questions  render  it  impossible  for  you  on 
this  side  of  the  continent  to  live  peaceably  and 
quietly  together,  we  of  the  Pacific  will  endeavor 
to  form  a  Republic  of  our  own  which  shall  se- 
cure to  us  ana  our  descendants  the  blessings  of 
liberty. 

But,  sir,  I  will  not  trespass  further  on  the  at- 
tention of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Mr.  President,  the  President 
of  the  United  States  has  called  the  attention  of 
the  Senate  and  of  Congress  to  an  interesting  ques- 
tion in  our  foreign  relations.  I  agree  with  the 
Senator  who  last  addressed  the  Senate,  [Mr. 
Weller,]  that  this  is  an  occasion  upon  which 
the  voice  of  difference  ought  not  to  be  neard,  un- 
less for  very  grave  reasons,  either  in  the  Senate, 
or  in  the  other  House  of  Congress,  or  in  the  coun- 
try. I  shall  therefore  show  my  appreciation  of 
the  importance  of  this  question,  ana  of  the  im- 
portance of  having  a  harmonious  and  a  united 
action  of  the  American  people  in  support  of  their 
rights,  by  a  waiving  or  all  notice  of  any  other 
topics  discussed  in  the  message,  and  saying  what 
seems  to  be  necessary  in  order  to  enable  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  United  States  to  know  how  fkr  one  so 
humble  as  myself,  who  was  here  at  the  time  when 
the  Clayton  and  Bulwer  treaty  was  made,  and 
was  concerned  in  it,  is  prepared  to  stand  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  in  the  position 
which  it  now  takes. 

•  Sir,  the  honorable  Senator  from  Michigan, 
"Mr.  Cass,]  the  honorable  Senator  from  Texas, 
'Mr.  Rusk,]  and  others,  will,  I  think,  recollect 
hat,  when  that  treaty  was  under  discussion  in 
the  Senate,  there  was  a  criticism  made  upon  the 
language  of  the  treaty,  in  regard  to  occupation, 
colonization,  and  dominion.    The  suggestion  was 
barely  made,  that  there  might  be  an  equivoke  in 
that  treaty;  and  the  moment  that  it  was  made  I 
remember  the  article  was  read,  and  every  honor- 
able member  of  the  Senate  agreed  that  it  was  im- 
possible that  a  doubt  could  ever  be  raised  on  that 
question. 

Sir,  I  am  prepared  to  stand  by  the  Clayton- 
Bulwer  treaty,  and  insist  upon  its  enforcement, 
if  thakwill  do.  I  give  the  honorable  Senators 
constituting  the  Committee  oa  Foreign  Relations 
and  the  President  notice  that  I  am  ready  to  go 
further,  if  need  be,  but  not  any  further,  unless 
need  be;  that  is  to  say,  if  we  cannot  stand  and 
hold  the  British  Government  to  this  treaty,  I  am 
ready  then  for  the  assertion  and  the  maintenance 
of  the  Monroe  doctrine.  Those  two  distinguished 
and  venerable  Senators  [Messrs.  Cass  and  Clay- 
ton] will  allow  me  to  say  to  them — and  I  say  it 
with  great  deference  and  ^eat  respect — that  I 
think  they  have  both  done  injustice  to  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  in  regard  to  the  position  of 
Congress  on  the  Monroe  doctrine.  It  is  true  that 
each  House  of  Congress  has  declined  to  assert  it; 
but  the  honorable  Senators  must  do  each  House 
of  Congress  the  justice  to  acknowledge,  that  the 
reason  why  each  House  did  decline  to  assert  that 
doctrine  was,  that  it  was  proposed ,  as  many  mem- 
bers thought,  as  an  abstraction,  unnecessary — 
not  called  for  at  the  time.  For  instance,  though 
I  have  always  been  in  favor  of  assorting  and 
maintaining  the  Monroe  doctrine,  I  believe  that, 
when  the  question  was  last  up,  I  rather  cooperated 
with  those  who  said  that  the  Clayton-Bulwer 
treaty  secured  all  that  we  required  at  that  time, 


that  the  British  Grovemment  were  held  by  it,  and 
that  they  would  maintain  it.  I  do  not  doubtt  for 
one,  that  the  country  demands  and  requires  peace. 
I  believe  that  either  of  these  two  ^at  nalions 
that  shall  light  the  fiarae  of  war  will  call  down 
upon  itself  the  execrations  of  mankind.  I  am, 
therefore,  for  maintaining  peace,  but  at  the  saioe 
time  we  must  maintain  tne  national  rights,  the 
continental  rights  of  our  position.  I  h&BTe  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  will  be  ready  to 
take  either  form  which,  on  due  consideration , 
shall  be  found  to  be  the  one  most  practicable  and 
most  wise. 

Mr.  CASS.  Mr.  President,  I  extend  my  (con- 
gratulations on  still  another  accession  to  the  true 
Soctnne.  The  honorable  Senator  from  "New 
York  has  said  that  the  sanction  of  Congress  ivas 
not  given  to  the  assertion  of  the  Monroe  doc- 
trine in  consequence  of  the  opinion  entertained 
by  many  that  it  was  an  abstract  propoaitioD. 
Well,  sir,  it  was  no  more  abstract  m  Congress 
than  in  the  President.  The  difficulty  is,  that  in 
the  foreign  affairs  of  our  Government  the  Eixec- 
utive  has  very  modifiedpowers  compared  with  a 
European  Executive.  Tne  head  of  a  European 
nation  can  lay  down  great  principles  of  action 
which  will  be  adhered  to,  but  our  President  can- 
not. Whenever,  therefore,  our  President  lays 
down  great  principles  of  action,  it  obviously  In- 
comes necessary  to  fortify  them  by  the  concur- 
rence of  the  body  most  strictly  representing  the 
power  of  the  nation.  That  is  tlie  point,  but  I  am 
not  going  to  argue  it  of  course. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  upon 
agreeing  to  tlie  following  order  oroposed  by  the 
^nator  from  Delaware: 

Ordered,  That  the  usual  number  of  the  menage  and  doc- 
uments be  printed,  and  that  fifteen  thousand  copies  of  the 
mcsssige  and  accompanying  documents,  in  addition  to  the 
usual  number,  be  pnnted  for  the  use  of  the  Soiate  by  the 
printer  of  the  Senate  for  the  last  Congress. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  Allow  me  to  suggest  that  the 
demand  for  the  President's  message  is  much 
larger  throughout  the  country  than  for  the  ac- 
companying documents;  and,  if  it  be  in  order,  I 
should  be  pleased  to  have  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion, so  as  to  adopt  the  resolution  so  far  as  the 
message  itself  is  concerned,  and  to  refer  that  por- 
tion of  it  relating  to  the  accompanying  documents 
to  the  Committee  on  Printing.  Of  some  of  these 
documents, perhaps  the  necessities  of  the  country 
will  require  a  larger,  and  of  some  a  smaller,  num- 
ber. For  this  reason  I  should  prefer  to  have  the 
vote  taken,  first  on  printing  the  proposed  number 
of  the  President's  message — a  number  that  is 
certainly  not  too  large  as  to  the.  messa^,  but  it 
may  be  too  large  as  to  the  accompanying  doc- 
uments. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  Any  amendment  of  that 
sort  can  hereafter  be  made.  We  had  better  pass 
the  resolution  as  it  is,  and  the  question  of  printing 
any  additional  number  can  hereafter  go  to  the 
Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  I  hope  the  suggestion  of  the 
Senator  from  Mississippi  will  be  acquiesced  in. 
We  cannot  have  the  message  with  these  accom- 
panying documents  printed  for  months.  Some 
of  them  are  wholly  unnecessary  to  be  printed 
extensively.  I  thins  we  had  belter  refer  the  mat- 
ter to  the  committee  to  see  how  many  of  these 
documents  should  be  printed.  In  regard  to  the 
message  itself,  I  am  willing  to  print  any  num- 
ber required.  I  am  willing  to  go  to  the  extent 
of  fifty  thousand  copies  if  Senators  wish  it,  heart- 
ily concurring,  as  1  do,  in  the  message,  both  as 
to  foreign  and  domestic  policy.  I  think,  how- 
ever, that  fifteen  thousand  would  be  a  very  un- 
necessary number  of  many  gf  the  documents, 
and  to  order  the  printing  of  so  many  will  delay 
\is  in  the  use  of  the  copies  of  the  messajge.  I 
hope  the  Senator  from  Delaware  will  modify  his 
resolutions,  by  striking  out  all  in  regard  to  tlia 
accompanying  documents,  and  then  let  us  refer 
the  question  of  their  printing  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.  With  the  imderstand- 
ing  that  they  shall  be  printed  hereafter. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.    Of  course. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  accept  the  modification; 
but  I  am  anxious  to  have  these  documents  printed, 
and  I  wish  to  state  what  they  are.  They  contain, 
among  other  things,  the  correspondence  between 
Mr.  Buchanan  and  Lord  Clarendon  in  reference 
to  thb  question,  which  threatens  to  disturb  the 
peace  of  the  two  countries.    I  have  not  read  that 
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correspondence;  but  1  think  that,  when  those 
papers  are  read,  the  cause  of  the  American  Qov- 
emment  will  stand  out  so  brightly  and  clearly 
that  there  will  not  be  a  single  mumiur  among  our 
people.  I  am  anxious,  therefore,  that  these  doc- 
uments should  be  printed  and  extensively  circu- 
lated. More,  sir:  a  controversy  has  been  going 
on  for  two  years,  between  Mr.  Buchanan  and 
Lord  Clarendon,  on  this  subject,  in  which  on 
both  sides  the  whole  subject  is  exhausted.  Every 
effort  has  been  made  by  the  British  Government, 
and  they  have  been  met,  as  I  think,  fully  by  our 
Minister.  I  desire  the  world  to  see  the  arguments 
on  both  sides,  and  then  I  wish  to  Icnow  where 
the  man  is  to  be  found,  under  the  canopy  of 
heaven,  who  is  not  an  Elnglishman,  or  interested 
in  the  question,  who  will  decide  the  matter  against 
us.  I  do  not  wish  to  delay  the  passage  of  the 
resolution.  I  concede  the  propriety  of  printing 
the  message  early. 

Mr.  TCX)MBS.  I  have  no  objection  to  print- 
ing as  many  copies  of  the  message  as  are  wanted, 
and  also  the  documents  ia  regard  to  the  treaty. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  submit  the  motion  the 
gentleman  sulcata.  Let  us  say  ten  thousand 
copies  of  the  documents,  that  is,  the  correspond- 
ence with  the  British  Minister. 

Mr.  CASS.  Let  me  suggest  that  the  message 
itself  will  appear  in  every  paper  in  the  Union; 
but  the  documents  cannot  be  got  by  the  public 
unless  they  are  specially  printed  here.  They  are 
too  volummous  to  be  prmted  by  the  newspapers 
oventhc  country.  I  wish  to  suggest  to  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Greorgia,  that  whether  you 
order  ten  thousand  or  fifteen  thousand  copies  of 
the  message  will  not  procrastinate  the  commence- 
ment of  the  delivery  ? 

Mr.  TOOMBS.    I  did  not  say  that. 

Mr.  CASS.  For  that  reason,  I  think  we  had 
better  let  the  resolution  pass  in  the  shape  in  which 
it  is  presented. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Senate  to  a  fact  connected  with  this  business, 
and  I  do  not  know  that  I  desire  to  make  any 
suggestion  about  it.  We  have  no  public  printer, 
no  printer  for  the  Senate  under  the  law;  we  have 
DO  Committee  on  Printing;  we  have  no  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Printing.  Under  these  circum- 
stances it  strikes  me,  that  if  we  ar^  to  indicate, 
as  tlie  resolution  does,  an  individual  to  do  this 
printing,  we  should  prescribe  something  in  re- 
spect to  price. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.    The  law  prescribes  it. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  beg  the  Senator's  pardon. 
The  law  does  not  cover  this  resolution.  The  law 
covers  printing  done  bv  a  public  printer,  elected 
agreeably  to  uie  law;  out  it  does  not  cover  the 
resolution  as  it  stands.  With  a  viewto  this  diffi- 
culty, I  had  myself  prepared  a  resolution  which 
simply  directed  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  to 
contract  for  the  printing  of  the  message  and  doc- 
uments at  prices  or  rates  not  exceeding  those 
established  by  existing  law. 

Mr.  WELLER.  The  Senator  can  propose 
that  amendment. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  shall  be  glad  to  have  this 
resolution  amended  in  that  respect. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  The  resolution  on  the  table, 
tor  which  I  ask  the  vote  of  the  Senate,  provides 
that  a  certain  number  of  the  message  and  docu- 
ments shall  be  printed  by  the  printer  of  the  Sen- 
ate for  the  last  Confess.  It  designates  the  indi- 
vidual  who  is  to  print  for  us.  It  seems  to  me 
that  is  quite  as  good  as  authorizing  the  Secretary 
to  select  a  printer  for  us.  I  am  for  taking  the  old 
printer  until  another  shall  have  been  elected,  and 
giving  him  the  printing  of  this  document.  I  see 
DO  reason  why  we  should  not  do  it. 

Mr.  STUART.  That  is  not  the  point  which 
I  made.  I  suggested  that  he  should  oe  restricted 
in  price  to  the  terms  of  the  existing  law;  but  he 
will  not  be  restricted  without  some  amendment  to 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  have  no  objection  to  that. 
I  very  willingly  accept  a  modification  that  the 
printing  shall  oe  at  the  rates  provided  by  the 
existing  law.    I  modify  the  resolution  to  read: 

Ordertdf  That  the  tuual  numtKjr  of  tlie  message  and 
docnmentfl  be  printed,  and  that  fifteen  thousand  copies  of 
the  meteage  and  accompanying  doeumenta  in  addition  to 
the  lumal  number,  be  printed  for  Uie  \ue  of  the  Senate,  by 
tha  printer  of  the  Senate  for  the  laai  Congress,  at  rates  not 
exceeding  those  eatabliabed  by  existing  laws. 

Mr.  ADAMS     I  more  to  amend  the  reeolntion 


by  striking  out  **  fiileen  thousand  '*  and  inserting 
*•  ten  thousand  **  in  that  portion  which  relates  to 
the  accompanying  documents.  That  is  the  number 
which  we  printed  last  year,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
Senators  will  recollect  that  many  of  them  had 
documents  for  which  they  had  no  use  in  the 
world.  Printing  such  large  quantities  only  serves 
to  increase  the  expenses  of  the  Government,  and 
to  trammel  the  mails. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.  Some  had  not  enough 
last  year. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  resolution  as  modified  by  Mr.  Clayton 
was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  STUART,  it  was 

Retolvedy  That  five  hundred  additional  copies  of  the  an- 
nua] reports  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  Treasury,  Interior, 
War,  and  Navy  Departments,  and  the  Postmaster  General, 
be  printed  for  the  use  of  thooe  Departments  respectively. 

Ruolvedf  That  two  hundred  additional  copies  of  th« 
President's  message  'and  accompanying  documents  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  each  of  the  Secretaries  of  State,  the 
Treasury,  Navy,  Interior,  and  War  Departments,  respectr 
ively,  the  Attorney  General,  and  the  Postmaster  General. 

COMMITTEE  CLERKS. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.    I  offer  the  following 

resolution,  add  ask  that  it  may  be  now  considered: 

Retohedy  That  the  clerks  to  committees  who  were  ap- 
pointed under  the  resolution  of  the  13th  instant  be  paid 
from  the  first  day  of  Uie  session. 

Mr.  CLAY.    Let  it  lie  over. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.  I  hope  my  friend  will 
withdraw  his  objection  on  a  statement  of  the 
purpose  of  the  resolution.  A  precisely  similar 
provision  was  made  at  the  last  session.  The 
committee  clerks  were  then  not  appointed  at  the 
commencement  of  the  session,butDy  a  resolution 
passed  a  few  days  afterwards,  and  were  allowed 
to  draw  tlieir  pay  from  the  beginning  of  the  ses- 
sion. They  are  all  here  in  attendance  at  the 
commencement  of  our  sessions,  waiting  for  the 
passage  of  the  resolution  authorizing  their  em- 
ployment; and  many  of  them  performed  their 
duties  before  they  were  actually  authorized  by 
resolution  to  do  so.  As  this  course  was  pursued 
lai^year,  I  hope  there  will  be  no  objection  to  the 
reftfution. 

Mr.  CLAY,  My  objection  is,  that  it  is  pay- 
ing these  gentlemen  for  nothing.  It  is  paying 
them  for  waiting  in  expectation  of  employment 
as  clerks  of  committees.  I  do  not  doubt  that  we 
shall  be  able  to  iind  a  sufficient  number  of  clerks 
to  supply  all  our  wants,  and  I  think  it  bad  policy 
to  pay  them  to  come  here  and  attend  in  expecta- 
tion of  employment. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  resolution  being 
objected  to  must  lie  over  under  the  rules. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

•  On  motion  by  Mr.  BROWN,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  executive  business; 
and, after  some  time  spenttherein,  the  doors  were 
reopened,  and  the  Senate  adjourned  to  Thursday. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  Duember  31,  1855.* 

The  House  was  called  to  order  by  the  Clerk 
at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 
The  Journal  of  Saturday  was  read  and  approved . 

[Cries  of  «*  Call  the  roU!"] 

MESSAGE  PROM  THE  PRESIDENT. 

A  message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  wasliere  announced,  at  the  hands  of  Sid- 
ney Webster,  Elsq.,  his  Private  Secretary,  in 
the  following  lan^age:  **  I  am  directed  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  deliver  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  a  communication  in 
writing.** 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  move  that  the  messaj^ 
be  read,  in  order  that  we  may  know  what  it  is; 
and  then  we  ccui  determine  if  any  action  thereon 
be  necessary. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  Upon  that  motion  I  demand 
the  veas  and  nays. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  have  no  objection  to 
determine  the  question  by  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.    Mr.  Clerk 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.   I  believe  I  have  the  floor. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  North 
Csurolina  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  was  about  to  say  that, 
of  course,  I  do  not  know  what  is  contained  in 
that  message  any  more  than  any  other  gentleman; 


but  that  the  President  has  a  right,  upon  the  as- 
sembling of  Congress,  at  any  time  when  he  shall 
think  proper  to  do  so,  to  send  a  message  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  I  have  no  doubt,  for 
the  Constitution  authorizes  him,  and  requires 
him,  from  time  to  time,  to  communicate  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  rise  to  a  ques- 
tion of  order.  The  reading  of  the  message  is 
the  transaction  of  business,  and  we  cannot  trans- 
act any  business  until  the  House  is  organized. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  do  not  agree  with  the 
gentleman  at  all.  Hearing  the  message  from  the 
President  read  is  not,  in  itself,  the  transaction  of 
business.  We  may  miLke  business  afterwards 
by  proceeding  to  take  action  upon  it.  It  is  our 
ri^ht  to  hear;  but  we  can  then  act  only  in  a  cer- 
tain manner  with  reference  to  it.  But  I  am  per- 
fectly willing,  as  I  remarked  before,  to  determine 
the  ouestion  of  order,  in  the  first  instance,  by 
the  House  upon  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  BOYCE.  I  hM^  the  House  will  permit 
the  mess£ige  to  be  reao^as  the  contents  may  con- 
stitute a  reason  for  our  organization. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  again  addressed  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  desire  to  ask  me  a  question? 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  No,  sir;  I  desu-e  to  obtain 
the  floor. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  cannot  yield  the  floor 
yet.  I  would  inquire  of  the  Clerk  how  he  de- 
cides the  question  of  order  raised  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Campbell?] 

The  CLERK.  Will  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
state  again  his  point  of  order  ? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  It  is,  that  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Cling- 
man]  contemplates  the  transaction  of  business 
before  this  Ilouse  has  been  organized,  and  be- 
fore a  presiding  officer  is  elected ;  and  I  refer  the 
Clerk  and  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  to 
the  act  of  Congress  of  1789. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  see  nothing  in  that  act 
to  the  point. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    Well,  I  do. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  It  seems  to  me  that  we 
may  receive  the  message  and  hear  it,  and  then 
determine  whether  we  ought  to  act  or  not. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  We  do  not  even  know, 
yet,  who  are  members  of  this  House  of  Repre- 
sen  tat.1  V6  ^ 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  think  we 
ought  not  to  establish  this  precedent. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  insist  upon  his  question  of  order? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    Certainly,  I  do. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  do  not  see  much  force 
in  the  objection  of  the  gentleman,  for  if  we  are 
not  members  of  this  House,  we  have  no  right  to 
•elect  a  Speaker.  None  but  members  can  vote 
for  a  Speaker,  and  by  voting  as  we  have  done, 
we  have  adjudged  that  we  are  a  House.  This 
question  was  discussed  some  years  ago  in  con- 
nection with  the  general  ticket  memoers,  and 
again  in  connection  with  the  New  Jersey  con- 
tested seats.  It  was  then  held  that  the  House 
'was  a  House  for  certain  purposes,  though  not  for 
legislation  and  for  certain  other  specified  pur- 
poses. I  am  of  opinion  we  may  receive  a  com- 
munication from  tne  President  tor  information, 
just  as  we  he^  discussion;  but  our  action  is  lim* 
ited.    Our  right  to  hear  is  unlimited,  however. 

Mr.  ORR.     The  second  section  of  the  first 

article  of  tht:  Constitution  expressly  recognizes 

this  body  as  a  Hoxist  qf  RtpresenitUives.     It  is  in 

the  following  language: 

<<  The  Hou$€  o/RepreaentcUvei  shall  choose  their  Speaker 
and  other  officen." 

In  reference  to  the  question,  as  to  whether  any 
disposition  can  be  made  of  the  message  after  it 
has  been  read,  the  point  of  order  raised  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  may  be  well  taken;  but  he 
raises  his  point  too  soon.  This  communication 
comes  from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  it  is  but  respectful  to  him  that  it  should  be 
read. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Allow  me  a  word.  It 
seems  to  me 

Mr.  CLINGMAN,  (interrupting^  Excuse 
me;  I  did  not  intend  to  give  up  tlie  floor  at  this 
moment. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  (continuing.)  It  seems  to 
me  that  it  is  utterly  useless  for  us  to  have  the 
message  read,  unles»^«that  we  can  proceed  to  do 
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■omethinff  with  it  alter  it  ia  read.    We  migbt 

just  as  well  proceed  to  legislate,  aa  to  hare  apaper 

read. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.    Mr.  Clerk 

Mr.  STEPHENS.    Will  the  gentleman  from 

North  Carolina  [Mr.  CLiNoiffAK]  allow  me  to  make 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  will  hear  what  my  friend 
from  G^eorgia  [Mr.  Stephens]  has  to  suggest. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  have  this  to  say  to  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Campbell.]  He  asks, 
what  can  we  do  with  the  message  if  it  be  read  ? 
I  do  not  know  what  we  are  to  do  with  it,  and 
cannot  say  what  ou^ht  U^he  done  with  it,  until  I 
know  what  it  contains;  but  there  maybe  import- 
ant facts  there  communicated  which  may  be  of 
consequence  for  us  to  know — the  information  it 
contains  may  show  a  state  of  the  country  requir- 
ing immediate  action  on  our  part.  The  tnird  sec- 
tion and  second  article  of  the  Constitution  is  in 
these  words: 

<<  He  [the  President]  shall,  ffSh  time  to  time,  give  to  the 
Congress  information  of  the  state  of  the  Umon,  and  re- 
commend to  their  consideration  such  measures  as  he  BhaH 
Judge  necessary  aadeipcdient.  He  mi^-,  on  «Kinioniiaary 
oocasioDS,  oonveiM  both  Houses  or  either  of  them^''  &fl. 

Now,  sir,  there  may  be  a  communication  here 
which  is  of  so  important  and  exttaordinary  a 
character  as  that,  if  Congress  were  not  in  session, 
the  President  would  convene  us.  But  according 
to  the  law  and  the  Constitution,  it  is  known  to 
him  that  we  are  in  session^  and  he  cannot,  there- 
fore, issue  a  proclamation  to  the  people.  I  say 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  President,  on  such  great 
questions,  to  communicate  them  to  us.  There  is" 
no  action  on  the  part  of  this  House  in  hearing 
read  to  us  what  the  President  has  said  in  his 
message.  After  we  have  heard  it,  it  is  then  for 
us  to  take  action.  I  agree  with- the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Cabi pbell]  that  we  cannot  take 
action  on  it  until  we  are  organized.  The  Presi- 
dent may  have  felt  it  his  duty,  in  view  of  the 
important  interests  involved,  to  cenmiunicate  this 
message  to  us.  He  has  done  so  in  the  discharge 
of  a  constitutional  dut^  which  he  owes  to  the 
country.  We  are  here  in  session,  lliat  fact  is 
known  to  the  country.  We  are  here  in  session, 
though  unorganized,  however;  and  it  is  certainly 
respectful  to  the  President,  who  has  felt  it  his 
duty  to  make  a  communication  to  us^  to  say 
nothing  of  duty  to  ourselves,  tliat  that  commu- 
nication should  be  read. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  again  took- the  floor. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  Will  the  gen- 
tleman fVom  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Cunomanj 
yield  me  the  floor  for  but  a  single  moment  > 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  wiU  yield  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Maine. 

Mr.  WASHBtTRN.     The  gentleman  from, 
Georgia  [Mr.  Stepiiens]  has  not  read  that  part  of 
section  three  of  the  second  article  of  the  Consti- 
tution which  has  reference  to  messages  from  the 
President  to  either  House.    It  is  in  these  words  i 

"  He  shall  from  time  to  time  give  to  the  Congress  inform- 
ation of  the  slate  of  the  Union,  anil  recommend  to  their 
consideration  such  measofts  as  be  shall  Judge  necesmy* 
and  expedient." 

Now  I  submit  that  there  is  not  at  present  a 
Congress,  and  that  there  cannot  bt>  a  Congress 
while  either  bmnch  is  unorganized.  This  is  not 
a  body  with  which  the  President  gan  communi- 
cate until  we  shall  have  been  organized  by  the 
election  of  a  Speaker,  inasmuch  as  the  first  ousi- 
ness  of  this  House  is  to  elect  a  Speaker.  By  law 
that  must  be  done  before  members  can  take  the 
oath  of  ofBce,  or  transact  any  business.    Conse- 

Suently  it  results,  it  seems  to  me,  that  the  Presi- 
ent  cannot,  at  this  stage,  communicate  to  us  in 
writing  or  otherwise,  vfb  have  no  right  to  re- 
ceive, and  he  no  right  to  communicate  to  us  any 
message  in  relation  to  our  organization.  These 
are  our  matters,  and  ours  alone;  and  as  4here  can- 
be  no  other  business  done  by  the  House  until  it 
shall  have  organized  by  the  choice  of  a  Speaker, 
so  it  is  clear  and  inevitable  that  the  President  has 
no  right  to  communicate  with  this  House  at  this 
time;  and  if  he  communicates  to  us,  and  we- have 
read  a  message,  it  follows  by  necessary  impH*' 
cation  that  we  must  act  on  that  message.  And 
as  I  said  before,  without  any  disrespect  to  the 
President,  I  hold  that  it  woula  be  establishing  a 
precedent,  and  doin^  that  which  never  was  done 
in  the  history  of  this  Government,  to  receive  a 
message   from  the  President  before  we   have 


organized  and  chosen  a  Speaker.    And  for  this 
reason 

Mr.  FULLER,  of  Maine,  (interrupting.)  I 
would  like  to  ask  my  colleague  one  question. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  (continuing.)  I  submit 
that  the  Senate  cannot  communicate  with  us  in 
our  present  unoi^anized  condition,  and  why  then 
can  the  President  communicate  with  us^ 

Mr.  FULLER.  Will  my  colleague  alknr  me 
to  ask  him  one  question? 

Mr.  WASHBURN.    Certainly. 

Mr.  FULLER.  The  question  which  I  wish 
to  propound  to-  my  colleague  is*  this:  we  both  of 
us  happen  to  represent  a  State  which  is  princi- 
pally a  maritime  State,  having,  as  it  is  said,  some 
^^,000,000  invested  in  commerce.  Suppose  that 
the  condition  of  our  foreign  relations  was  such 
that  the  President  fell  it  to  be  his  duty  to  com- 
municate it  to  this  Hoube,  would  that  gentleman, 
so  representing  the  constituency  that  he  does, 
think  it  right  that  the  House  of  Representatives, 
after  having  been  in  session  here  four  weeks, 
should  be  deprived  of  that  infbrmation,  and  that 
it  should  be  kept  locked  up  in  the  Secretary  of 
State's  office? 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  If  the  inftnrmatlon  can 
be  communicated  to  the  House,  it  can  equally%e 
communicated' to  the  Senate,  and  can  be  commu- 
nicated to  the  country  through  the  newspapers. 
What  I  say  is  this:  that  until  the  House  is  or- 
ganized^—and  of  that  the  House  must  be  its  own 
judge;  it  must  not  be  dictated  to  in  relation 
thereto— it  would  be  a  breach  of  privilege  for  the 
President  to  undertake  to  state  to  the  House  that 
it  must  organize.  He  can  say  nothing  in  regard 
to  any  business  which  we  must  transact;  until, 
r  say,  this  House  is  organized,  no  message  can 
be  received  from  the  President.  Therefore  it  is 
that  I  sustain  the  point  of  order  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Campbell.] 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  resumed  the  floor. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  would  remind  the 
gDntleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr*  CuNcfMAV] 
that  his  time  has  expired. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  T  was  interrupted  by  |he 
point  of  order  which  was  raised  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio.  The  floor  was  taken  from  me  under 
that  point  of  order,  and  I  was  unable  conse- 
quently to  finish  what  I  intended  to  have  said. 
Most  of  what  I  would  have  said,  however,  has 
been  said  by  my  friend  on  the  right,  [Mr.  ^t- 
PHENS,]  and  by  the  gentleman  from  Stouth  Caro- 
lina, [Mr.  Orr.]  f  was  about  to  say  that  the 
Constitution  provides  that  Congress  shall  assem- 
ble at  a  certain  time.  That  time  has  arrived,  and 
the  members  of  the  two  Hbuses  hh.ve  assembled  I 
It  also  says,  that  the  House  of  Representatives 
shall  choose  its  Speaker.  Well,  or  courae,  that 
impHes  that  we  must  be  a  House  before  we  pro- 
ceed to  choose  a  Speaker.  If  the  argument  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mir.  Washbukn] 
were  right,  see  what  the  eflTect  of  it  would  be. 
Suppose  that  after  the  election  of  Speaker  that 
Speaker  should  die, and  there  should  bean  inter- 
rernum  in.the  speakcrahiu^  would  we  cease  to  be 
a  House  ?  According  to  nis  argument  we  would« 
That  is  his  doctrine;  at  least,  tnat  is  a  fair  view 
of  it.  This  is  a  subject  which  some  time  ago 
was  very  much  debated. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  (interrupting.)  I  make 
this  distinction 

Mr.  CLINGMAN,  (continuing.)  The  gen- 
tleman will  excuse  mc.  I  desire  to  go  on  with 
ray  remarks.  The  Constitution  provides  that 
the  President  shall,  from  time  to  time,  make 
communications  to  Congress.  Well,  the  Presi- 
dent is  well  aware  that  Congress  is  in  session. 
It  is  his  duty  to  know  that  fact,  and  he  does 
know  it.  The  gentleman  from  Maine  intimated 
that  the  President  may  have  undertake  in  this 
message  to  dictate  to  us. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.    Notatiall. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Then  the  g^mlettian^s 
remarks  about  the  Pf-csident  dictating  to  vs  has 
no  meaning  at  all,  and  therefore  should  hate  no 
weight  with  th^  House.  The  President  hascer- 
tain  duties  devolved  on  him;  we  have  our  duties' 
likewise.  The  President  may,  whenever  he 
underetands' Congress  to  be  in  seSBion*,  commu- 
nicate to  it,  and  it  is  his  duty  to  do  so  whenever, 
in  his  judgment,  it  is  important  to  the  well-being 
of  the  country.  That  communication  has  been, 
in  this  instance,  made;  and  my  object  in  rising 
to  move  for' its  readitig  was/  that  the  House 


might  have  a  knowledge  of  its  contents.  I  a^ree 
wiui  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Caupbitll,] 
that  we  cannot  proceed  16  legislate  in  relation  to 
the  message;  but  we  rtiay  very  well  hear  it  read; 
and  I  think  it  but  respectful  to  the  President  that 
we  should  hear  it.  In  doing  so  we  violate  no 
provision  of  the  Constitution  and  no  statute.  1 
nold  that  we  are  as  much  obliged,  by  courtesy 
to  a  codrdinate  branch  of  the  Government,  to 
hear  the  message  now,  as  if  we  were  regularly 
oi^ganized.  I  think  that,  as  a  mark  of  respect 
towards  the  President,  we  should  hear  the  mes- 
sage read,  yrhether  we  then  take  action  o*"  not 
is  a  question  to  be  decided  after  the  hearing. 

Mr.  GIDDtNGS.  May  I  appeal  to  my  col- 
league, [Mr.  Campbell,]  with  nis  permisinonj 
that  he  will  Withdraw  his  question  of  order?  1 
assign  mv  reason  for  making  this  request.  It  is 
because  this  is  too  great  a  question  to4>e  tested 
on  a  technicality  or  order.  I  wish  to  meet  this 
question  fisiirly ,  frankly,  boldly,  on  its  merits.  It 
is  an  attempted  innovation  on  the  entire  practice 
of  this*  Government  from  its  foundation',  and  I 
desire  to  have  it  met  in  the  broadfesA  manner.  I 
wish  thercfbre  mycollcagrle  to  withdraw  his  point 
of  order  for  thatpurpose. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  was  taken  very 
much  by  surprise  to  find  that  this  message  had 
been  presented  here.  I  was  at  a  loss,  and  am 
still  at  a  loss,  to  understand  by' what  authority 
the  Clerk  could  recogUiie  emy  person  as  entitled 
to  the  floor  to  present  the  message  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  this  unorganized  Congress. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS,  Let  me  appeal  to  mj  col- 
league [Mr.  Camfskll]  to  withuraw his  point  of 
order. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  1  desht!  to  ask  the  Clerk, 
in  the  first  place,  to  Whohi  that  message  is 
dh^ected  ? 

The  CLERK.  It  is  directed  to  the  House  ot 
Representatives.  The  Clerk  asks  permission  to 
say  that  he  Was  not  aware  that  the  message  was 
here  until  the  announcement  was  made  by  the 
Doorkeeper.  He  had  no  infbrmation  that  any 
message  was  to  be  presented .  He  will  say,  how- 
ever, that  if  he  haa  received  the  information  prior 
to  the  presentation  of  the  message,  he  should 
have  received  it. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Gentlemen  seem  to  have 
ftjrmed  some  idea  as  to  the  contents  of  the  mes- 
sage. The  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Ste- 
phens] has  made  the  point  that  it  contains  in 
some  form  reasons  why  w^  should  proceed  to 
the  election  of  a  Speaker  forthwith. 

Mr.  STEPHENS:  If  the  ffentleman  fttmi  Ohio 
will  allow  me  for  a  moment,  I  expressly  disclaim 
any  such  statement,  if  the  gentleman  refers  to  me, 
or  to  anythinguttered  by  me 

Mr.  dAMraELL.  I  do  not  allude  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Greorgia  as  knowing  what  are  the 
contents  of  the  message. 

MK  STEPHENS.  Here  is  my  point.  The 
Constitution  makes  it  the  duly  of  tm  President  tf 
the  United  StiUes  to  comnnimca^  to  the  Houses  of 
Congress  information  touching  the  state  of  the 
Union,  &c.,  I  take  it  for  grahted  that  the  Presi- 
dent would  not  thus  comrnunicate  to  us,  unless 
there  wajs  sonte  public  matter  which ,  in  his  opinion, 
ought  to  be  made  known  to  US'.  Shall  we  have  the 
conrmunication  he  has  sent  read,  or  not? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  But  the  gentleman  urged 
that"    ' 

Mr.  STEPHENS:  I  saM  that  there  might 
be  information  contained  in  the  message  which 
would  be  vnth  us  strong  reWons  for  the  speedy 
organization  of  the  Hbuse.  What  that  infonna- 
tion  is,  or  what  reasons  it  may  give  rise  to,  I  do 
not  know.  Ido  not  mean  that  the  President 
urges  such  reaeonsiipon  that  ground,  but  that 
•there  may  be  matters  of  great  public  interest^ 
communicated,  which  shall  show  to  us  that  it  is 
our  duty  to  eflTect  a  speedy  organization-. 

Now,  Mr.  Clerk,  tne  gentleman  from  Ohio  on 
my  right  [Mr.  Gtmnwos]  spcakli  of  this  as'  an 
unprecedented  proceeding.  It  may  be  unpre- 
cefleutcd  in  the  parliamentary  history  of  this 
country,  because  the  House  of  Representatives 
never  remained  so  long  unorganized  before;  and 
it  may  be  that  no  questions  have  heretofore  ])re' 
sentea  themselves  of  sufficient  public  interest  to 
make  the  President  consider  it  nis  duty  to  com- 
municate to  Congress  in  its  unorganized  condition. 
I  say  such  an  act  may  be  unprecedented  in  our 
history,  but  it  Isnottinprecedefntcd  in  parliament- 
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ary  historv.  If  the  House  will  permit  me,  I  will 
read  the  fatter  part  of  the  mnth  section  of  the 
Manual,  showing  that  such  precedents  are  to  be  i 
found  in  the  history  of  the  British  Parliament. 
It  is  that  part  of  the  Manual  which  treats  of  the 
state  of  the  British  House  of  Commons  before  a 
Speaker  is  elected,  and  how  a  Speaker  is  there 
chosen: 

**  When  bat  one  person  is  proposed,  and  no  objection 
made,  it  ha^^  been  usual  to  put  nny  question  to  the  House ; 
bat  without  a  question  the  mpmbert*  proposing  him  conduct 
him  to  the  chair.  But  if  there  be  objection,  or  another  pro 
p(»«d,  a  question  is  put  by  the  Clerk,  (2  HiUK«!,  158,)  aa  are 
also  qoestiouii  of  adjoumuiunt,  (6  (»rey,  406,)  where  the 
House  debated  and  oxcluinged  messof^t^s  and  answers  with 
tbe  King  for  a  week,  without  a  Spenker,  until  they  were 
proTO^ed.  They  have  have  done  it  de  di«  <n  dtem  for  four- 
teen dnyii,  (1  Cband.331,  335.)" 

So  that  it  seems  that  this  is  by  no  means  an 
unprecedented  instance  in  parliamentary  history. 
The  British  Parliament  has  been,  according  to 
this  authority,  in  session  for  at  least  fourteen 
days  without  the  election  of  a  Speaker,  during 
which  communications  have  passed  between 
the  two  Houses  and  between  the  House  and  the 
King.  No  such  instance  has  ever  arisen  in  our 
history,  because  no  such  necessity  has  ever  arisen 
for  such  a  proceeding.  The  British  Parliament, 
on  the  occasion  referred  to,  was  in  session  for 
fourteen  days,  without  the  election  of  a  Speaker, 
during  which  time  communications  were  passed 
between  them  and  other  branches  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Now  I  think  it  is  due,  as'a  matter  of  cour- 
tesy to  a  coordinate  branch  of  the  Government, 
especially  as  it  is  the  duty  of  the  President  to 
give  us  information  touching  any  public  interests, 
that  the  message  should  be  received  and  read. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  obtained  the  Boor. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  Will  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  allow  me  for  a  moment? 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  Not  now.  I  have  merely 
risen  to  appeal  to  my  colleague  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
C  ampbellJ  to  withdraw  his  point  of  order. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  should  like  first 
to  understand  distinctly  the  position  taken  by  the 

f»ntleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Stephens.]  Do 
understand  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  to  inti- 
mate, when  he  was  upon  the  floor  some  minutes 
since,  that  the  contents  of  that  message  might  be 
arguments  in  favor  of  the  immediate  election  of  a 
Speaker. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.    Not  at  all. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  understood  the  gentle- 
man to  say  something  of  that  sort. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.     No,  sir;  no  such  tiling. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Well,  that  it  might  have 
the  effect  to  accomplish  that  object,  or  something 
of  the  kind  ?  ^ 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  said  it  might  contain 
matter  that  would  lead  to  that  result.  For  illus- 
tration; suppose  that  while  we  remained  here  in 
an  unorganized  condition,  the  country  should  bo 
invaded  by  a  hostile  force;  the  House  not  know- 
ing of  the  fact,  greatly  to  the  detriment  of  the 
country,  I  take  it  for  granted  that  the  House,  as 
soon  as  it  was  informed  of  the  fact,  would  pro- 
ceed to  organize  immediately,  when  otherwise 
they  might  not.  My  object  was  not  to  state  that 
the  message  contained  matter  directly  referring  to 
the  organization  at  all,  but  that  it  mi^lit  contain 
information  in  reference  to  the  condition  of  the 
country,  such  as  would  lead  to  a  more  speedy 
©Ionization  of  the  House  than  would  otherwise 
be  effected — not  that  such  was  the  object  of  the 
President,  but  that  such  might  be  our  duty. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Well,  Mr.  Clerk,  without 
^pursuing  the  point  stated  by  the  gentleman  from 
^tJeorgia  further,  I  will  merely  say  in  reply  to  the 
remarks  of  that  gentleman,  that  the  niessa^ 
either  is  business  or  it  is  not  business.  If  it  is 
business,  then  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  it;  if 
it  is  not  business,  then  it  has  no  right  here. 

Now,  Mr.  Clerk,  in  reference;  to  the  sugges- 
tion of  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Giddings,]  that  I 
should  withdraw  my  question  of  order,  I  will 
simply  say  this:  that  I  regard  this  as  an  innova- 
tion upon'ihe  usages  of  the  House  and  the  whole 
practice   of  the  Government.     The  Blxecutive 
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department  of  this  Government  is  absorbing  very 
rapidly  the  powers  of  the  Government.  For  one, 
I  intend  now  and  in  future,  so  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, to  strike  down  every  «uch  innovation  as 
this  so  long  as  I  have  the  honor  of  a  scat  upon 
this  floor;  and,  in  pursuance  of  tliat  intention,  I 
prefer,  in  the  first  place,  to  submit  the  point  of 
order  which  I  have  submitted.  Then  (in  reply 
to  my  colleague  over  the  way,  [Mr.  Giddings] 
I  am  ready  to  meet  the  issue  upon  the  grcat  prin- 
ciples to  which  he  has  alluded.  I  want  the  ciues- 
lion  first  to  be  taken  upon  the  point  of  order  I 
have  submitted. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  Well,  I  suppose  we  might 
as  well  give  our  views  upon  the  question — upon 
a  question  of  order  as  any  other. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  Will  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  allow  me,  for  a  single  moment.? 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk'  will  suggest  to  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Giddings]  that  his 
ten  minutes  are  rapidly  passing  away. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  If  it  be,  as  the  Clerk  sug- 
gests, that  my  time  is  now  going  on,  I  cannot 
yield  to  any  one.  I  say,  Mr.  Clerk,  that  this  is 
an  attempted  innovation  upon  the  uniform  prac- 
tice of  this  body  from  the  foundation  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. The  gentleman  tells  us  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  President  to  comnHinicate  with  tliis 
:  body.  Well,  sir,  if  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Pres- 
ident to  communicate  to  this  body  in  its  imorgan- 
ized  condition,  why  did  he  not  send  us  his  message 
four  weeks  since  f  Yet,  sir,  the  friends  of  the 
President — those  who  are  the  supporters  of  his 
policy,  who  have  prevented  the  organization  of 
this  House  during  the  whole  of  that  period — now 
ask  that  the  President  may  come  in  and  speak  to 
us  in  tl)is  unorganized  condition.  Sir,  I  will  not 
hear  him.  I  repeat,  sir,  that  the  President  has 
no  right  to  communicate  to  tlie  House  until  we 
become  a  constituent  branch  of  Congress  by 
electing  a  Speaker  and  taking  the  oath  of  oflice. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Pennsylvania.  Will  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  allow  me  to  interrupt  him  for 
a  moment? 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  No,  sir.  I  cannot  yield  to 
any  gentleman,  if  it  is  to  come  out  of  my  tun^.  I 
say  that  when  the  President  presents  his  message 
here  in  our  present  condition,  it  is  an  encroach- 
ment upon  the  rights  of  the  House.  Ho  has  no 
right  to  send  messages  to  tliis  body  except  to 
transmit  his  annual  message  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Congress,  and  he  shall  have  been  in- 
formed of  our  organization.  In  no  case  can  he 
communicate  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 
but  to  Congress  in  its  aggregate  capacity.  This 
is  in  its  nature  a  serious  attempt  at  innovation 
and  revolution.  From  tlie  time  that  General 
Washington  assumed  the  presidential  chair  down 
to  this  the  very  last  day  of  December,  1855,  no 
Executive  has  ever  attempted  to  palm  himself  on 
this  body  until  we  were  an  organized  branch  of 
a  complete  Congress.  I  meet  die  innovation  at 
the  threshold.  It  is  an  encroachment  on  our 
rights,  and  I  resist  it  at  the  start.  For  one,  I 
will  not  submit  to  it.  The  majority  may;  but 
with  them  will  be  the  responsibility. 

If  the  President  wishea  to  communicate  to  us, 
why  did  he  not  do  so  before  we  left  our  dwell- 
ings }  We  were  then  as  much  of  a  House  of 
Representatives  as  we  are  now.  There  is  a 
point  of  time  when  w^e  become  capable  of  acting 
m  concert  with  the  Senate,  when  both  bodies 
together  constitute  a  Congress  in  the  consti- 
tutional acceptation  of  the  term.  When  our 
Speaker  is  elected  and  sworn  in,  when  the  mem- 
bers have  been  admitted,  taken  their  seats,  and 
been  sworn  in,  the  country  then  looks  upon  us  as 
a  constituent  branch  or  Congress.  With  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  constitutionally 
organized,  it  is  expected  that  the  President  will 
communicate. 

Mr.  MATTESON.  With  the  permission  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  I  will  read  the  second 
section  of  the  first  law  **  passed  at  the  first  ses- 
sion of  Congress  which  was  begun  and  held  at 
the  city  of  New  York,  on  Wednesday,  March 
4»  1789,  and  coulinued  to  September  29, 1789.'' 


It  has  an  intimate  connection  w^ith  tlic  question 
now  at  issue. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.    Goon. 

Mr.  MATTESON.  The  section  reads  as  fol- 
lows: 

^  Sko.  2.  •tftid  be  it  further  enacted,  That  at  the  first  bcs- 
sion  of  Congress  after  every  general  elecUon  of  Rcprefent- 
ativcs.  the  oath,  or  afiinnation  aforeiaid,  shall  be  admia- 
istered  by  any  one  member  of  Uie  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  Speaker;  and  by  him  to  all  the  members 
present,  and  to  the  clerk,  pre\ious  to  entering  on  any 
other  buitineBU,  and  to  the  moml>era  who  shall  afterwards 
appear,  previous  to  taking  their  seats.  Tbe  ProMdent  of 
tlie  Senate,  for  the  time  beinxi  f^hali  also  administer  tho 
said  oath  or  affirmation  to  each  Senator  who  Hliall  hereaf- 
ter be  elected,  previous  to  his  taking  his  seat,  and  in  any 
future  ease  of  a  President  of  the  Senate  who  shall  nui 
have  taken  the  said  oath  or  affirmation,  the  same  shall  bo 
administered  to  him  by  any  one  of  the  members  of  tbe 
Senate. 

[Loud  cries  of  "That  is  it!*'  "That  is  the 
pomt!*'] 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  am  obliged  to  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  for  his  reference.  That 
was  the  first  statute  passed  by  the  First  Congress. 
Since  then  wc  have  obeyed,  and  strictly  carried 
out  the  yractice  therein  prescribed.  And  now, 
while  the  President,  in  the  White  House,  is  de- 
claring that  it  is  of  the  utmost  imnortance  to  the 
country  tliat  his  message  should  oe  immediately 
presented,  received,  and  published,  his  oolilical, 
friends  in  this  Hall  have,  lor  four  weeks,  aefeated 
all  efforts  to  organize  this  body  by  the  election 
of  a  Speaker.  On  them  rests  the  responsibility 
of  the  present  delay. 

It  is  due  to  ourselves  to  maintain  our  own 
rights  and  dignity.  The  President  has  no  right 
thus  to  thrust  his  message  upon  us  while  we  are 
engaged  in  the  important  work  of  organizing  this 
body.  We  ought  not  to  permit  the  President  or 
any  other  officer  or  individual  to  interrupt  the 
progress  of  our  business.  Whilst  I  woula  treat 
the  Executive  with  perfect  respect,  I  will  demand 
the  same  respectful  treatment  of  this  body.  If 
there  is  any  duty  incumbent  on  us  as  citizens  of 
the  Republic,  as  statesmen  and  Representatives 
of  the  people,  it  is  the  preservation  of  our  entire 
constitutional  prerogatives  as  they  were  estab- 
lished by  our  fatliers,  and  have  been  observed 
and  maintained  by  our  predecessors  for  three 
fourths  of  century.  I  would  recognize  no  au- 
thority in  the  President  to  invade  Uie  time  hon- 
ored practice  of  tliis  body.  He  shall  not  do  it 
with  my  consent.  This  le^slatiye  branch  of 
Government  is  equal  in  dignity  with  the  execu- 
tive. Let  us  maintain  that  digmty  with  becoming 
independence.  And  while  wc  will  not  invade  the 
rights  of  the  executive,  let  us  see  to  it  that  he 
shall  not  invade  ours.  On  the  precedents  estab- 
lished by  our  fathers  and  former  statesmen,  I, 
for  one,  am  willing  to  stand.  The  President 
shall  not  draw  me  from  them.  I  stand  here,  not 
to  act  for  the  President  or  a  party,  but  for  tho 
people  whom  I  have  the  honor  to  represent. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Mr.  Clerk,  the 
Constitution  provides  that  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives  shall  constitute  the  Congress 
of  tlie  United  States.  It  also  provides  that  Con- 
cress  shall  meet  at  least  once  in  every  year;  and 
mat,  until  otherwise  provided,  that  meeting  shall 
be  on  the  first  Monday  of  December.  It  then 
makes  it  the  duty  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  from  time  to  time  to  communicate  to  the 
Congress,  when  assembled,  tlie  state  of  the  Union, 
and  to  recommend  for  its  adoption  such  measures 
as  he  may  deem  best  for  the  interest  and  pros- 
perity of  the  country.  What  rule  has  been  pre- 
scribed by  which  the  President  is  to  know  when 
Congress  is  in  session.^  None  save  that  to  be 
found  in  the  Constitution. 

A  gentleman  asks  me  whether  we  do  not  always 
communicate  to  him  the  fact  of  our  organization  ? 
That  is  true;  but  it  is  merely  a  practice  of  cour- 
tesy, not  a  duty  devolvt-d  on  Congress  by  the 
Constitution.  Suppose,  when  we  shall  have  elected 
a  Speaker,  it  shall  be  the  will  of  the  majority  to 
refuse  to  inform  the  President  that  wc  arc  assem- 
bled and  organized,  then  how  is  he  to  know  that 
fad}  How  do  wc  know  that  there  is  at  the  other 
end  of  the  Avenue  a  President  to  communicate 
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with  us  ?  Members  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives know  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  has  provided  for  one,  and  they  must  take 
it  for  granted  that  he  is  at  his  post.  And  it  is 
the  President's  duty  to  take  it  for  panted  that 
the  people  have  done  their  duty,  and  sent  to  the 
Capitol  their  proper  Representatives  in  order  to 
constitute  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  He 
must  take  it  for  granted  that  the  people's  Reore- 
aentatives  have  aischargod  their  duty;  that  tney 
have  assembled  in  pursuance  of  the  Constitution. 
When  he  deems  it  his  duty  to  communicate  to 
Congress  he  must  do  so ;  and  though  his  Private 
Secretary  should  find  this  Hall  vacant,  not  a  seat 
occupied,  the  Executive  will  have  dischaiiged  his 
duty. 

As  to  the  question  why  he  did  not  present  his 
communication  before,  I  have  only  to  say  that 
he  may  not  have  thought  that  it  was  important  to 
do  so.  If  we  were  in  an  unorganized  condition 
for  five  or  six  weeks,  or  three  or  five  months,  is 
it  to  be  an  established  doctrine  here,  that  the 
Executive  is  not  to  communicate  to  us  any  in- 
formation, however  important,  until  Congress 
shall  ask  it  at  his  hands?    That  is  not  the  con- 


is 
stitutional  provision;  it  is  that  he  shall,  from  time 
to  time,  communicate  with  Congress.  I  can  see 
no  objection — there  can  be  none  to  the  practice  of 
courtesy  which  has  been  followed  from  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Government  up  to  the  present 
time,  that  when  both  Houses  are  organized  we 
shall  inform  the  President  that  Congress  is  assem- 
bled, and  ready  to  receive  any  communication 
that  he  may  see  fit  to  make  to  tnem.  Now,  shall 
we  stickle  on  a  question  t)f  courtesy,  or  etiquette 
which  is  unknown  to  the  Constitution,  and  in 
nowise  obligatory  on  this  House,  or  anybody 
else?  For  myself,  I  have  respect  for  practice,  or 
custom,  or  euquetle,  or  anything  of  the  sort  no 
longer  than  it  has  good  reason  in  its  favor,  no 
longer  than  it  is  founded  on  right  and  justice. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Clerk 

The  CLERK.  Does  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee yield  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania? 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  enter 
my  protest  against  the  whole  practice  of  interro- 
^ting  every  gentleman  that  gets  up  to  address 
tne  House.  It  is  wrong.  I  ao  not  intend  any 
disrespect  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania; 
but  I  ao  think  that  it  is  a  practice  which  mars  the 
deliberations  of  the  body  as  much,  perhaps,  as 
anything  else. 

Mr.  JpNES,  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Clerk,  I 
did  not  rise  to  ask  the  gentleman  a  question;  I 
merelv  desired  an  opportunity  to  say  this:  the 
Presiaent  of  the  United  States  has  assumed  the 
responsibility  oi  presenting  his  message  to  us  in 
our  present  unorganized  condition,  treating  us  as 
n  House  under  the  Constitution.  I  wish  merely 
to  call  for  the  previous  question  on  the  question 
of  reception  of  that  message;  and  let  every  mem- 
ber of  this  body  take  the  responsibility  without 
debate,  by  his  vote,  of  declaring  whether  or  not 
he  will  recognize  the  existence  of  this  House,  or 
prevent  important  papers  from  going  to  the  coun- 
try touching  matters  which  affect  the  Government 
and  the  whole  country. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  hope  tb«  Clerk  wiU  decide 
who  has  the  floor. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
£Mr.  Bocock]  has  been  recognized. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  rise  to  a  privileeed  ques- 
tion. I  want  to  know  whether  that  side  of  the 
House  is  entitled  to  the  exclusive  right  to  the 
attention  of  the  Clerk,  and  whether  we  are  to  l>e 
heard  at  all ?     [Laughter,  and  cries  of  **  Good ! "] 

Mr.  CARLILE.  What  is  the  question  before 
the  House? 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  will  state  the  ques- 
tion. The  gentlem«m  from  Ohio  [Mr.  CfAiar- 
bell]  raises  the  point  of  order  that  the  reading 
of  the  message  is  not  the  business  before  the 
House.  The  Clerk,  not  desiring^  to  decide  that 
question  himself,  therefore  refers  it  to  the  House 
to  decide  whether  the  motion  made  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina  ia  in  order. 

Mr.  CARLILE.    What  is  that  motion  ? 

The  CLERK.  The  motion  is  tliat  the  mes- 
•aec  be  read . 

Mr.  BOCOCK.    I  shall  occupy  the  attention 
of  the  House  but  one  or  two  minutes  in  relation 
to  this  matter.    Gentlemen  upon  the  other  side 
of  the  House,  Mr,  Clerk,  have  spoken  of  this  as  ^ 
a  very  extraordinary  contingency.  Tserer  before, 


it  has  been  said,  has  the  President  of  the  United 
States  sent  a  message  to  this  House  until  it  was 
organized  by  tho  election  of  a  Speaker.  I  an- 
swer that  never  before,  since  tlie  foundation  of 
this  Government,  has  it  been  the  cose  that  the 
members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  have 
sat  here  for  four  weeks  without  a  Speaker.  A 
gentleman  over  the  way  has  read  the  law  which 
was  brought  out  here  some  weeks  ago. 

Mr.  SEWARD,  (interrupting.)  I  rise  to  a 
question  of  order. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  There  is  a  question  of 
order  already  ponding. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia 
is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  want  to  know  whether  the 
question  of  order  has  been  decided,  and  if  so, 
whether  an  appeal  has  been  taken. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  There  has  been  an  appeal 
taken,  and  it  is  debatable. 

The  CLERK.    There  has  been  no  appeal. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  The  question  of  order  has 
been  presented  to  the  House,  which  is  the  same 
thing,  and  it  is  debatable.  I  was  proceedino^  to 
say,  Mr.  Clerk,  that  the  fact  that  the  President 
of  the  United  Stales  has  thus,  for  the  first  time, 
communicated  to  the  House,  while  it  ^vas  in  a 
disorganized  condition,  may  be  justified  by  the 
fact  that,  for  the  first  time  in  thfc  history  of  the 
Gk)vernment,  the  House  of  Representatives  has 
sat  for  four  weeks  without  electing  a  Speaker. 

The  CLERK,  (interrupting^.)  The  question 
now  before  the  House  is,  whether  the  House  will 
entertain  the  motion  of  Mr.  CuNCMAy  that  the 
message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
read. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  A  Question  of  order  has  been 
raised  on  that.  Now,  1  want  to  know  what  the 
decision  is? 

The  CLERK.    That  is  the  question  of  order. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  In  relation  to  the  law  which 
has  been  read  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  Matteson,]  what  I  have  to  say,  Mr.  Clerk, 
IS,  that  it  was  brought  out  by  myself,  many  days 
ago,  and  is  in  the  recollection  of  almost  every 
member  of  this  body,  but  the  nhrase  used  in  that 
law  is,  that  a  Speaker  shall  oe  elected  and  the 
members  sworn  in  "before  proceeding  to  any 
other  business.**  The  term  "business**  has  a 
specific,  and  I  may  say,  a  technical  meaning. 

Now,  we  have  been  debating  here  for  a  long 
time.  Would  gentlemen  say  that  in  so  doingwe 
w«tt  "proceeding  to  other  business?"  The 
House  of  Representatives  has  passed  various  res- 
olutions, either  of  order  or  in  relation  to  its  organ- 
ization. Was  that  "proceeding  to  other  busi- 
ness?** We  have  a  rignt  to  take  any  steps  which 
maybe  conducive  to  the  election  of  a  Speaker  and 
to  the  oi^nization  of  this  Hou.se,  and  until  that 
message  is  read  we  do  not  know  how  far  it  maybe 
persuasive  to  that  end.  The  mere  reception  and 
reading  of  the  message  is  not  proceeding  to  busi- 
ness. When  we  have  read  it,  and  action  shall  be 
proposed,  growing  out  of  it,  other  than  the  elec- 
1  tion  of  Speaker,  it  will  then  be  time  enough  for 
gentlemen  to  object,  and  intrench  themselves 
behind  the  law  aforesaid.  Then  I  shall  agree 
with  them. 

There  is  one  point  that  has  been  hinted  at  over 
the  way,  which!  wish  to  present  more  specifically 
to  the  attention  of  this  House,  and  it  was  for  that 
purpose  that  I  arose  on  this  occasion. 

Mr.  Clerk,  when  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  is  not  in  session,  the  Constitution  of  the 
country  gives  the  President  the  right  to  call  this 
body  together.  There  might  be  danger  of  an  in- 
vasion, our  commerce  might  be  threatened,  or  some 
of  j)ur  rights  as  a  nation  mieht  be  attacked,  and 
in  such  cases.  Congress  not  b«ing  in  session,  the 
President  of  tJie  United  States,  by  proclamation, 
may  call  us  together,  and  show  Us  in  that  proc- 
lamation why  we  are  called  together.  Now,  we 
have  been  here  since  the  1st  day  of  December, 
and  if  the  doctrine  of  gentlemen  be  true,  that  tlie 
President  cannot  communicate  with  us,  we  should 
all  this  time  have  been  in  a  worse  condition  than 
if  we  had  not  assembled.  All  these  things  might 
arise;  we  mi^ht  be  threatened  with  invasion,  our 
commerce  nuglit  be  attacked,  or  other  of  our 
national  rights  might  be  invaded — at  least  there 
might  be  occasion  for  some  important  action  on 
the  port  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
and  yet  the  information  could  not  be  got  before 
Congress  or  the  country.    Oan  that  be  so  r    Can 


there  be  a  time  when  our  rights  or  our  safety  are 
invaded,  and  yet  the  President  cannot  communi- 
cate it?  He  might  have  communicated  with  ui 
bcfoi*e  we  met.  Are  we  in  a  worse  condition 
now  ?  Information  of  an  important  character  may 
be  communicated  in  this  message,  and  such  in- 
formation might  be  strongly  persuaaive  to  the 
organization  of  this  House.  How  do  we  knav 
that  such  is  not  the  case?  J^ow  do  we  know 
until  the  message  is  read  that  it  does  not  contain 
something  which,  if  Congress  had  not  been  in 
session,  would  have  properly  induced  the  Prf^si- 
dent  to  convene  this  body  by  proclamation.  We 
want  to  know — the  country  wants  to  know, 
whether  such  matter  is  in  existence  as  requirrs 
this  Congress  to  be  speedily  organized;  and  I 
insist  that  upon  that  ground,  if  on  no  other,  the 
President  has  a  right  to  communicate  to  this 
House,  and  we  have  a  right  to  receive  the  mes- 
sage, and  have  it  read. 

Mr.  HUMPHREY  MARSHALL.  Mr.aerk, 
I  think  it  possible  that  this  message  ought  to  be 
received,  because  we  are  a  House  m  our  present 
condition.  We  are  a  House  before  we  elect  a 
Speaker;  we  are  contemplated  as  a  House  before 
we  elect  a  Speaker;  and  as  a  House  we  form  a 
constituent  branch  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
Slates.  The  President  has  taken  the  responsi- 
bility of  addressing  us  while  we  are  in  a  disor- 
ganized ,  or  rather  an  unorganized  cobdition.  We 
assume  here  to  be  a  House;  but  the  Constim- 
tion  says  that  each  House  shall  be  the  Judge  of 
the  election,  return,  and  qualification  or  its  own 
members.  We  are  here,  and  we  have  not  ex- 
changed credentials  with  each  other,  and  we  do 
not  know,  therefore,  that  the  body  of  gentleraeD 
hero  assembled,  and  assuming  to  oe  a  House,  is 
a  qualified  House;  or  if  there  is  the  majority  of 
a  quorum  of  a  House  here.  And  how  are  we 
to  know  that  fact?  Why,  when  the  oath  shall 
have  been  administered  to  us,  and  upon  the  pre- 
sentation of  our  credentials. 

The  Constitution  says  in  the  fifth  section  of  the 
ninth  article: 

"  Each  House  shall  be  the  judge  of  the  electk»n.  retore. 
and  qualification  of  its  own  luenibero,  and  a  majority  o( 
each  tliall  conatitute  a  quorum  to  do  budincs«." 

I  take  it,  tlierefore,  tliat  until  there  is  an  ascer- 
tained majority  of  a  constitutional  House,  whose 
election  and  qualification  are  established,  we  are 
in  an  unorganized  condition,  and  cannot  possibly 
do  any  business.  Yet  we  have  assumed,  ajs  ihn 
President  has  a  right  to  assume,  that  we  are  a 
House.  Wc  have  assembled  here,  and  have 
called  the  yeas  and  Mays.  Although  we  have 
not  communicated  to  the  President  that  we  are 
organized  and  ready  to  receive  communications 
from  him,  still,  when  his  messenger  appears  at 
our  door,  and  informs  us  that  the  President  has 
sent  a  message  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 
1  think  we  should  be  stultifying  ourselves  if  we 
were  to  turn  round  and  say  to  him,  •*  We  are  not 
yet  a  House  so  as  to  receive  it.  *'  I  am  of  opinion 
that  we  ought  to  receive  it,  and  that,  when  we 
shall  have  received  it,  it  ought  to  lay  just  where 
it  now  lies,  until  we  are  ready,  by  an  organiza- 
tion, to  read  it,  and  to  act  upon  it. 

I  move,  therefore,  Mr.  Clerk, — because  there 
seems  a  necessity  for  a  motion, — that  the  message 
be  received  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  rise  to  a  question  of 
order  in  reference  to  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky.  His  motion  to  receive  and  lay 
the  message  upon  the  table  is  not  in  order  until 
the  other  question  of  order,  raised  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Campbell,]  is  disposed  of. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  If  the  Clerk  entertains  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,!  ask 
for  a  division  of  it. 

The  CLERK.    The  Clerk  does  not  entertain 
the  motion,  as  he  thinks  it  is  out  of  order  until 
the  question  of  order  raised  by  the  gentleman 
from"  Ohio,  which  is  still  before  the  House,  i^ 
first  disposed  of.  ^ 

Mr.  GROW.  Is  not  the  question  of  receiving 
the  message  the  first  question  before  the  House? 

The  CLERK.  The  question  now  before  the 
House  is,  will  the  House  entertain  the  motion  of 
the  gendeman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Cling- 
MAN,]  viz:  •*  Shall  the  message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  be  now  read  ?** 

Mr.  MILLSON  here  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  My  motion  was,  tliat  the 
message  b«  received  and  read. 
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The  CLERK.    The  gentleman  is  correct. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  privi- 
lege. I  move  that  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Orr]  be  invited  to  take  the  chair, 
in  order  tnat  we  may  have  some  order  in  this 
House.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  WAKEMAN.  That  motion  cannot  be 
in  order  now,  as  there  is  another  jnotion  pending. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  it  is  not  in 
order  at  this  time. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  If  I  was  recognized  by  the 
Clerk,  I  claim  the  floor,  and  do  not  yield  it  to  any 
gentleman. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  A  certain  class  of  members 
seem  to  have  the  exclusive  right  to  the  floor,  and 
I  am  not  willing  to  submit  to  that  arrangement, 
under  the  hand  of  a  Clerk,  a  Speaker,  or  anybody 
dse 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  If  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  will  yield  the  floor,  I  think  we 
can  disentangle  this  snarl  into  which  wc  have 
got. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  I  cannot  vield  to  any  one. 
Tlie  Question  of  order  raised  Gy  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Campbell]  necessarily  presents 
two  inquiries  to  the  House — first,  as  to  the  au- 
thority competent  to  determine  this  point  of  order ; 
next,  as  to  the  right — I  will  not  say  the  obligation 
—of  the  House  to  receive  this  message  from  the 
President;  and  as  these  two  questions  are  kindred 
ones,  the  consideration  of  the  first  branch  of  the 
inauiry,  as  to  who  must  determine  this  point  of 
oraer,  will,  in  a  great  degree,  throw  light  upon 
the  question  whether  we  are  now  an  organized 
body,  as  I  maintain  wc  are. 

Now,  sir,  what  is  the  function  of  the  Clerk  of 
this  House?  Gentlemen  address  motions  to  the 
Clerk,  invoke  the  decision  of  questions  by  him, 
and  suggest  appeals  from  his  decisions,  just  as  if 
the  Clerk  were  a  member  of  this  House,  and  au- 
thorized to  make  decisions  binding  on  members 
here.  Sir,  the  Clerk  is  but  a  ministerial  agent  of 
the  House.  He  is  not  a  memVjcr  of  the  body. 
He  has  no  control  over  members.  He  has  no 
authority  whatever  to  decide  questions  raised 
by  the  difl*erent  Representatives  for  the  considera- 
tion of  this  body;  and  although,  as  a  matter  of 
convenience  to  members,  the  suggestions  of  the 
Clerk  are  acquiesced  in,  and  respected  by  the 
House,  as  the  presumed  expressions  of  its  own 
-w-'ill,  yet,  sir,  I  protest  against  this  solecism  in 
le^slalion — in  considering  one  of  the  executive 
officers  of  the  House  as  its  presiding  officer, 
having  authority  to  make  decisions  binding  upon 
lis  members,  and  requiring  to  be  reversed  upon  a 
formal  appeal  taken  to  the  House.  I  have  several 
times  heard  gentlemen  talk  of  taking  such  ap- 
peals, and,  had  it  really  been  done,!  should  have 
arailed  myself  of  the  opportunity  to  protest 
against  encumbering  the  conj^ressional  Journal 
by  the  record  of  so  extraordmary  a  proceeding 
aa  that  of  an  appeal  to  the  House  from  a  decis- 
ion of  its  Clerk.  And  wh^  I  say  this  I  trust 
the  House  will  understand  mc  as  not  designing, 
in  the  least  decree,  to  reflect  upon  the  Clerk,  who 
has  dischar^d  the  duties  of  his  present  position 
with  impartiality  and  a  sincere  desire  to  do  justice 
to  all. 

Now,  then,  the  Clerk  not  being  a  member  of 
this  House,  and  not  authorized  to  make  decisions 

foveniing  the  body,  the  question  is,  who  must 
etermine  all  these  points?  Why,  the  House  of 
Representatives.  And  are  not  wo  the  House 
of  Representatives?  Do  we  become  the  House 
of  Representatives  only  when  a  Speaker  is  chosen  ? 
Is  a  selection  of  a  Sneaker  necessary  to  the  or- 
^nization  of  this  boay  ?  Why,  gentlemen  have, 
in  careless  phraseology,  spoken  of  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  House  as  if  it  had  not  been  organized 
on  the  first  Monday  of  December.  This  House 
now  stands  oi^anized.  It  is  as  much  organized 
now  as  it  will  he  after  the  election  of  a  Speaker, 
and  before  the  election  of  a  Clerk;  or  as  it  will  be 
•after  the  election  of  Speaker  and  Clerk,  and  be- 
fore the  election  of  a  Sergeant-at-Arms,  and  all 
its  other  oflicers.  The  Constitution  says  that 
the  House  of  Representatives  shall  elect  a  Speaker 
and  other  oflicers. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  wish  to  put  a  question  to  the 
gentleman. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  The  gentleman  must  ex- 
cuse me.  Then,  sir,  this  being  an  organized 
oody,  organized  by  law,  organized  by  the  elec- 
tions of  the  people,  organized  by  the  assembling 


of  the  people's  Representatives  here,  we  are  under 
all  the  responsibilities  attaching  to  the  House  of 
Representatives.  It  is,  as  a  House  of  Represent- 
atives, that  we  elect  a  Speaker  and  other  oflicers. 
The  only  reference  made  to  a  Speaker  in  the  Con- 
stitution is  in  that  clause  in  which  it  is  stated 
that  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  elect 
their  Speaker  and  other  officers. 

Now,  sir,  suppose  a  Speaker  to  have  been 
elected,  is  the  House  disorganized  by  his  death? 
Clearly  not.  And  it  is  not  the  less  organized 
now  tnan  it  would  be  upon  the  removal  of  a 
Speaker  by  death.  Then,  sir,  the  Presidentmay, 
by  the  Constitution,  address  from  time  to  time 
communications  to  Congress.  Having  a  right 
to  address  such  communications,  the  President 
has  a  right  to  be  hea:d  here,  as  I  have  a  ri^ht  to 
be  heard;  and  you  have  the  same  right,  in  the 
present  condition  of  the  House,  to  hear  the  mes- 
sage of  the  President,  communicated  in  conso- 
nance with  the  Constitution,  as  you  have  to  hear 
me  now. "  The  President  speaks  to  you  by  mes- 
sage; I  speak  to  you  ore  ttnus.  What  is  the  dif- 
ference ?  You  may  not  be  bound  to  hear  either, 
unless  you  choose;  and  after  you  have  chosen  a 
Speaker,  you  will  not  perhaps  be  bound  to  read 
a  message  at  the  moment  of  its  presentation.  In 
the  exercise  of  your  discretion  you  might  refuse 
to  have  it  read  ;  but  your  power  is  no  greater 
in  the  one  case  than  in  the  other.  The  President 
has  the  right  to  send  the  message  to  you,  and 
you  have  the  right  to  hear  it  now,  as  well  as  at 
any  other  time.  Then  the  question  is  one  which 
is  addressed  to  your  discretion,  and  not  one  as 
to  your  constitutional  competency.  Will  you 
hear  it?  Will  you  receive  information  which 
the  President  is  now  willing  to  communicate? 
There  is  no  constitutional  impediment. 

And  permit  me  here  to  say,  this  course  does 
not  involve  any  innovation  upon  the  practice  of 
the  Government,  because,  as  my  colleague  [Mr. 
Bocock]  has  just  suggested,  there  never  before 
has  been  a  House  of  Representatives  which  has 
remained  without  a  Speaker,  to  so  late  a  period 
of  the  session.  It  is  then  altogether  a  question 
as  to  what  the  House  may  please  to  do,  and  it 
will  judge,  in  view  of  all  the  questions,  whether 
it  will  receive  the  message  now,  or  wait  until  we 
have  chosen  a  presiding  officer.  But  I  take  leave 
respectfully  to  sugs:est,  that  if  the  House  should 
refuse  now  to  receive  the  message,  it  will  not  be 
because  it  is  constrained  by  any  constitutional 
obligation  to  do  so;  and  it  woula  be  a  breach  of 
that  comity  which  should  always  govern  the  re-' 
lations  existing  between  the  legislative  and  exec- 
utive branches  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  SIMMONS.  The  question,  sir,  that  is 
here  presented  is,  in  my  judgment,  a  very  simple 
one.  It  is,  whether  a  corporate  body — a  political 
corporate  body — is  by  any  regular  and  constitu- 
tional law  under  heaven,  capable  of  acting  with 
an  aggregation  of  the  raw  materials,  before  such 
corporation  is,  in  fact,  organized  ?  Suppose  a 
railroad  corporation,  or  any  corporate  body — 
suppose,  for  instance,  the  Judges  of  the  Court 
of  Claims  come  here,  and  assemble  together, 
can  they  proceed  to  do  business  before,  perhaps, 
they  arc  sworn  in  ?  Why,  I  take  it,  sir,  it  needs 
no  lawyer  to  answer  that  question.  It  only  needs 
the  exercise  of  plain,  fair,  common  sense  to  see 
that  this  body  is  not  a  public  corporation  for  the 
purpose  of  doing  any  business  whatever,  but  to 
organize.  The  ordinance  regulating  tlie  action 
of  Congress  says  that  the  House  has  the  right 
to  choose  its  own  Speaker.  The  framers  of  the 
Constitution,  the  very  men  who  were  in  that 
convention,  voting  for  that  very  law  which  has 
been  read,  which  prevents  the  House  from  doing 
anything,  officially,  before  its  electing  a  Speaker, 
knew  very  well  the  effect  of  that  law.  Now,  I 
ask,  what  is  it  to  act  officially,  as  members  of 
this  House?  Why,  we  may  set  here  very  po- 
litely, as  an  aggregation  of  individuals  expecting 
to  be  a  corporation  by-and-by:  we  may  very  po- 
litely receive  and  lay  on  the  table  a  message  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States;  and  I  take  it 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
[Mr.  Humphrey  Marshall]  means  that.  If  he 
means  that  we  are  authorized,  officially,  to  re- 
ceive here,  as  a  public  body,  and  act  upon,  and 
lay  on  the  table,  a  message,  I  think  it  is  begging 
the  question.  It  is  supposing  a  corporation  to 
be  capable  of  acting  witl^nt  organization.  Wo 
might  as  well  have  a  man  act  without  brains,  or 


without  hands  and  feet.  This  body  must  be 
sworn,  and  must  have  an  organ  through  which 
it  can  speak.  What  is  that  organ  called?  A 
Speaker.  Why?  Because  he  speaks  for  the 
House.  The  Kouse  speaks  through  him,  and 
dannot  speak  through  anybody  else,  except  by 
the  Clerk  counting  the  votes,  according  to  the 
law,  which  forbids  aliything  else  to  be  done  until 
a  Speaker  is  chosen. 

I  have  no  very  particular  objection  to  merely 
receiving  and  laying  on  the  table  a  message,  but 
it  cannot  be  done  officially.  It  is  only  done  in 
our  character  as  individuals,  meeting  together 
more  like  a  caucus  than  a  House  of  Representa- 
tives. Probably  that  will  be  about  all  that  the 
President  will  expect.  But,  sir,  I  look  upon  this 
House  now,  or  upon  those  members  who  will 
make  a  future  House  after  the  Speaker  is  elected, 
a  good  deal  as  I  would  upon  the  raw  materials  of 
which  the  world  was  formed  before  the  fiat  went 
forth,  "  Let  there  be  light.**  Now,  to  be  sure, 
we  are  all  individuals  acting  here,  but,  until  a 
Speaker  is  elected,  we  are  acting  unofficially. 
But,  if  the  law  which  has  been  read  here  is 
constitutional,  we  can  do  nothing  else  but  proceed 
to  vote  for  a  Speaker.  Where,  sir,  is  tne  doc- 
trine of  limited  powers?  Why,  I  should  have 
expected  all  the  Representatives  from  old  Virginia 
to  have  risen  at  once,  when  this  message  was 
sent  in,  and  exclaimed  simultaneously  that  the 
people  could  not  distinguish  which  were  which. 
Here  we  have  a  power  given  by  the  Constitution, 
that  the  House  will  elect  its  own  Speaker;  and 
then  we  have  a  power  given  by  law,  that  nothing 
else  shall  be  done  in  tli^  way  of  business  until  a 
Speaker  shall  have  been  elected — no  message  re- 
ceived, nor  anything  of  that  kind.  And  yet,  it  is 
gravely  proposed  that  we  take  the  question  into 
our  official  action, — receive  it  not  as  individuals, 
nor  as  a  caucus,  nor  as  respeQtable  gentlemen  in 
courtesy  towards  a  respectable  man,  but  receive 
it  officially  and  have  it  read.  The  next  step 
would  be  to  appoint  committees  in  the  same  way. 
That  looks  to  me  a  little  Uke  what  is  beyond  our 
power,  and  I  am  opposed  to  it. 

Mr.  CARLILE.  The  Constitution  provides 
for  the  assembling  of  Congress  on  the  first  Mon- 
day in  December.  It  has  been  the  practice,  I 
believe,  from  the  foundation  of  the  Government 
to  the  present  time,  for  the  President  to  commu- 
nicate to  Congress  on  its  assembling. 

Mr.  GROW.  Not  always;  in  three  weeks 
after  it,  sometimes. 

Mr.  CARLILE.  It  is  now  four  weks  since 
Congress  assembled,  in  pursuance  of  the  terms 
prescribed  by  the  Constitution;  and  tve  present 
to-day  tlie  extraordinary  spectacle  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  having  spent  a  month  in  fruit- 
less efforts  to  elect  a  Speaker;  and  gentlemen 
seem  to  have  fallen  into  the  error — because  the 
Constitution  provides  for  the  election  of  a  Speaker 
by  the  tlouse  of  Representatives — that  until  the 
election  of  a  Speaker,  it  is  not  a  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, although  so  recognized  by  the  Con- 
stitution. I  think  it  has  l^'en  demonstrated, 
beyond  all  doubt,  that  we  are  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives as  fully  as  we  will  be  should  we  ever 
succeed  in  electing  a  Speaker.  It  has  been  usual, 
however,  for  tlie  President  to  wait  until  a  Speaker 
shall  have  been  chosen  by  tlie  House  of  Ilepr«- 
sentatives  before  he  communicates  to  it  his  mes- 
sage. The  President,  in  accordance  with  that 
usage,  has  foreborne  for  the  last  four  weeks,  and 
has  waited  throughout  the  month  of  December 
for  the  election  of  a  Speaker  by  this  House,  lu 
order  that,  in  conformity  to  usage,  he  mi^ht 
communicate  with  it.  This  House  is  still  with- 
out a  Speaker.  Now,  sir,  it  is  but  fair  to  pre- 
sume that  the  President  would  not  have  sent  in 
this  communication  this  morning — having  de- 
layed so  long  waiting  for  this  election  of  Speaker — 
imless  there  were  matters  treated  of  in  the  message 
which,  in  his  judgment,  the  country  ought  to 
know,  and  of  which,  therefore,  the  House  of 
Representatives  should  be  informed.  I  say,  sir, 
it  IS  but  fair  to  presume  this. 

It  may  be  found,  after  we  have  heard  tlie  mes- 
sage, that  instead  of  the  President  receiving  ibo 
censure  of  members  on  this  floor  for  communi- 
cating his  message  to  this  House,  tho  members 
themselves,  and  the, country  at  large,  will  feel 
indebted  to  liim  for  having  oone  so. 

I  trust  tliat  no  longer  time  will  be  consumed  in 
this  discussion,  but  that  we  will  at  onoc  proceed 
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to  the  reading  of  the  message.    I  move  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Mr.  JBOYCE  obtained  the  floor. 

The  CLERK.  Does  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia withdraw  his  ccUl  for  the  previous  question  ? 

Mr.  CARLILE.  I  will,  if  tne  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  desires  to  address  the  House. 

Mr.  BOYCE.  I  do  not  propose  to  detain  the 
House  for  more  than  a  minute.  It  seems  to  me 
that  this  whole  question  lies  in  a  nut-shell.  The 
law  which  has  been  read  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  Matteson,]  and  which  has 
frequently  been  referred  to  by  various  gentlemen 
since  the  commencement  of  the  session,  prescribes 
that  no  business  shall  be  transacted  until  a 
Speaker  has  been  elected.  If,  therefore,  this  be 
business,  the  message  cannot  be  received.  If  it 
be  not  business,  it  can.  If  every  member  will  look 
at  the  question  in  this  point  of  view,  I  think  the 
House  will  be  relieved  from  any  difficulty  in  rela- 
tion to  the  matter.  For  my  own  part,  1  do  not 
consider  that  this  is  business.  I  look  upon  it 
merely  as  a  matter  of  communicating  information 
to  the  House;  and  looking  upon  it  in  that  point 
of  view,  I  see  no  r.eason  why  the  message  should 
not  be  received  and  read. 

Mr.  CARLILE.    I  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  ORR.  Do  I  understanu  that  a  motion  for 
theprevious  question  is  pending? 

The  CLERIC.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  Carule]  moved  the  previous  question, 
and  that  motion  is  now  pendmg. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
to  witlidraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  CARLILE.  I  ^JfU  withdraw  the  motion 
if  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  will  re- 
new it. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  desire  to  reply  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Simmons.] 

Mr.  CARLILE.  Well,  sir,  I  wUl  withdraw 
the  motion. 

■  Mr.  ORR.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  over 
the  way  [Mr.  Simmonb]  compared  this  House  of 
Representatives  to  a  railroaa  corporation,  but  he 
dia  not  trace  the  analogy,  it  seemed  to  me,  very 
clearly.  I  confess  that  at  first  it  seemed  to  me 
that  the  analogy  was  not  traced  with  sufficient 
clearness  to  enable  mc  to  comprehend  its  perti- 
nence. But,  sir,  the  gentleman  says  the  message 
cannot  be  received,  because  the  House  has  no 
power  to  transact  business  of  any  description  until 
a  Speaker  has  been  elected.  Why,  Mr.  Clerk, 
has  not  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  since  he 
took  his  seat  upon  this  door,  the  first  Monday  in 
December  last,  voted  upon  a  resolution  directing 
the  Doorkeeper  to  exclude  certain  persons  from 
the  Hall  of  the  House?  Did  he  not  vote  upon  a 
resolution  limiting  debate  to  ten  minutes?  Did 
he  not  vote  upon  a  resolution  cutting  off  all  de- 
bate ?  Has  he  not  voted  upon  half  a  dozen  other 
resolutions,  although  no  Speaker  has  been  elected  ? 

Mr.  SIMMONS.  I  said  the  House  had  no 
right  to  transact  any  other  business  until  a 
Speaker  had  been  elected ;  but  resolutions  directly 
connected  witli  the  business  of  electing  a  Speaker 
are  included  in  that  business,  and  are,  of  course, 
in  the  competency  of  the  House  to  act  upon. 

Mr.  ORR.  Mr.  Clerk,  the  reading  of  the  mes- 
sage from  the  President  may  have  the  effect  of 
satisfy inff  the  House  of  the  necessity  there  is  of 
an  immediate  organization,  as  was  suggested  by 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Stephens.] 
The  message  may  contain  information  such  as  to 
convince  the  House  that  a  Speaker  ought  to  be 
elected  immediately,  and  thereby  bring  it  within 
the  rule  laid  down  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  as  to  what  was  business  within  the  com- 
petency of  the  House  to  transact  in  its  present 
unorganized  condition. 

Now,  as  to  the  point  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  furthest  from  me,  [Mr.  Uiddings,] 
that  this  is  an  innovation  upon  the  practice  that 
has  been  pursued  ever  since  the  organization  of 
the  Government;  it  is  true  that  is  an  innovation, 
but  it  is  an  innovation  which  is  sustained  and 
sanctioned  by  the  extraordinary  scene  which  pre- 
sents itself.  Here  we  have  been  in  session  for 
four  weeks.  The  President  has  consulted  the 
precedents  that  have  been  set  him  by  his  prede- 
cessors. During  that  whole  time  he  nas  not  sent 
in  his  message.  But  now,  after  the  House  has 
been  in  session  for  four  weeks,  with  the  prospect 
for  an  election  of  Speaker  as  far  off,  apparently, 
as  it  was  the  day  we  met,  the  President,  feeling 


the  responsibility  that  devolved  upon  him  to 
perform  the  duty  imposed  upon  him  by  the  Con- 
stitution to  commumcate  to  the  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, has  sent  in  his  message,  and  it  has  been 
received.  

Mr.  ELLIOTT.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  allow  me  for  a  moment? 

Mr.  ORR.  Excuse  me,  I  cannot.  Why  was 
it  that  the  President  has  not  sent  in  his  message 
before  ?  It  was  because  he  did  not  desire  to  make 
a  new  precedent.  That  is  the  reason  why  it  was 
not  sent  in  earlier.  But  it  seems  tome  perfectly 
obvious — and  it  seems  to  me  that  it  must  be  ob- 
vious to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio — that  there  is 
a  necessity  for  the  President  communicating  with 
this  House.  Does  not  the  gentleman  know  that 
the  foreign  relations  of  the  Government  can  only 
be  known  to  the  country  through  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress  ?  The  most  important  duties  devolv- 
ing upon  the  Government  are  connected  with  its 
management  of  its  foreign  relations.    . 

It  is  now  two  or  three  months  since  I  heard 
through  the  newspapers  that  a  British  fleet  was 
hovering  almost  on  our  very  coast,  and  common 
prudcmc?  requires  that  the  country  should  be  in- 
formed— and  informed  officially— of  the  facts  in 
relation  to  the  report. 

It  IB  known  to  us  all  that  for  a  year  or  two  ne- 
gotiations have  been  carried  on  in  relation  to  one 
or  two  matters,  in  reference  to  which  we  should 
be  informed.  It  is  known  that  quite  recently 
some  difficulties  have  arisen  between  this  Gov- 
ernment and  the  British  authorities  in  reference 
to  the  enlistment  of  foreign  troops  within  our 
borders.  The  newspapers  speak  of  these  things, 
but  we  have  no  official  information  in  reference 
to  them.  I  have  no  doubt  the  President,  under 
the  responsibilities  resting  upon  him,  has  felt  it 
to  be  his  duty  to  communicate  the  facts  to  Con- 
gress, so  that  if  harm  results  to  the  country  from 
the  non -organization  of  the  House,  he  at  least 
mi»ht  be  freed  from  the  responsibility. 

It  is  due  to  that  functionary  that  we  should 
receive  his  messtige.  It  is  due  that  functionary 
that  the  message  should  be  read.  It  would  be 
discourteous  to  that  functionary  to  pursue  tlie 
course  recommended  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Marshall,]  to  receive  the 
message  and  lay  it  upon  the  table  without  having 
it  read.  It  is  true,  without  doubt,  that  the  House, 
in  its  present  unorganized  condition,  has  not  the 
power  to  ^o  on  and  proceed  to  dispose  of  it.  But 
I  repeat,  tjiat  to  refuse  to  receive  and  read  a  com- 
munication from  a  coordinate  department  of  the 
Government,  would  be  an  act  of  discourtesy  upon 
the  part  of  the  House. 

Mr.  MEACHAM  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  ORR.     It  has  been  suggested  to  me,  and 

{)erhaps  I  ought  to  advert  to  it,  that  in  the  early 
listory  of  the  Government  the  President  commu- 
nicated the  information  whicii  he  had  to  make  to 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  ore  tenus.  I  believe 
the  first  time  the  rule  was  departed  from  was  by 
Mr.  Jefferson.  Thatjs  the  information  I  have 
upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  MEACHAM.  I  admit  very  readily,  against 
the  opinions  of  many  of  those  with  whom  I  am 
accustomed  to  act,  that  this  is  a  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives; that  it  is  a  House  for  certain  purposes, 
some  of  whicli  I  will  name.  It  is  a  House  now 
to  elect  a  Speaker,  to  elect  its  other  officers,  and 
to  complete  its  organization.  But  in  discharging 
its  duties  as  a  House,  it  cannot,  until  a  Speaker 
has  been  elected,  go  on  to  make  provision  for  the 
support  of  the  Army  or  Navy.  It  is  a  House 
organized,  so  far  as  is  necessary  to  proceed  to  the 
election  of  a  Speaker,  Sergeant-at-arms,  Door- 
keeper, Postmaster,  and  all  the  officers  necessary 
to  complete  its  organization,  but  that  does  not 
imply  power  to  go  on  and  receive  the  President's 
message  and  act  upon  it. 

And  it  seems  to  mc  not  a  little  singular  that 
the  three  leading  men  upon  the  other  side  of  the 
House  wlio  have  spoken  to-day — the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Stephens;]  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Orr;J  and  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina,  J^Mr.  Clingman] — 
should  have  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  House 
has  either  the  power  to  receive  or  act  upon  it. 

Now,  what  ao  you  want  to  do?  What  do  you 
want  of  that  message  when  you  arc  not  going  to 
act  upon  it?  Suppose  the  President  should  send 
in  here  that  he  had  rMM^ived  a  spiritual  direction 
from  above  to  write  a  litcrftry  performance  for 


the  benefit  of  this  House;  and  suppose  that  he 
should  send  in  the  morning  an  American  Beg- 
gars' Opera,  with  the  request  that  it  should  be 
read  to  the  House  of  Representatives.  Would 
members  say,  with  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, [Mr.  Jones,]  that  there  is  no  constitutional 
objection  to  our  reading,  or  having  read,  a  Beg- 
gars* Opera  by  President  Pierce?  Would  they 
say.  Why  not  take  it;  it  is  simply  an  act  of 
courtesy  f  But  what  is  the  use  of  it  ?  Just  ex- 
actly the  same  use,  just  as  much  and  no  more, 
than  there  is  in  that  message  which  lies  on  the 
table.  If  you  take  it  merely  as  an  act  of  courtesy, 
let  me  say,  that  that  is  not  what  we  are  here  for. 
Our  duty  is  to  be  here  as  Representatives  of  ths 
United  States. 

A  gentleman  on  the  other  side  speaks  of  our 
having  been  here  for  four  weeks  without  havin? 
had  any  communication  from  the  President  « 
the  United  States?  Whose  fault  is  it?  If  there 
is  any  fault,  it  is  with  the  President.  Why  did 
he  not  tell  us  that  there  was  dan^r?  If  there 
were  fleets  along  the  coast,  why  did  he  not  tell 
us  at  tlie  time,  and  not  wait  until  they  have  hid- 
den away  or  gone  into  winter  quarters?  He 
waited  for  four  weeks,  and  then  comes  here  knd 
tells  us  that  there  is  a  great  deal  of  danger.  What 
is  it?  He  will  tell  us  in  his  message,  he  says. 
Why  did  he  not  tell  us  in  his  message  at  the  hour 
of  danger?  This  is  not  the  time  to  talk  to  us  in 
that  lan^a^e.  If  there  is  any  fault  in  our  not 
having  tne  mformation,  we  are  not  to  blame  for 
it?  That  information  is  to  be  communicated  to 
us  by  the  President.  It  is  his  duty  to  do  so 
You  may- say  that  he  has  done  so  now. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine,  obtained  ths 
floor. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  rise  to  a  point 
of  order.  The  gentleman  from  Maine  has  already 
had  the  floor  on  this  subject  Under  the  order 
of  the  House  adopted  the  other  day*  no  gentle- 
man can  occupy  tne  floor  twice  on  tlie  same  sub- 
ject until  all  those  who  may  desire  to  do  so  have 
addressed  the  House.  Therefore  I  ask  to  now 
occupy  the  time  which  the  gentleman  is  disposed 
to  take  up  with  his  remarks.  I  claim  the  floor 
from  the  gentleman  from  Maine. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  spoke  in  the  time  and 
bv  the  consent  of  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Clingman.]  I  now  occupy  the 
floor  by  the  indulgence*  of  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont,  [Mr.  Meacham/I  I  have  only  a  word 
to  say.  I  will  detain  the  House  but  a  moment. 
I  would  ask  the  Clerk,  what  is  the  distinct  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina?  I  under- 
stand him  now  to  say  that  it  is  to  receive  and 
have  the  message  read. 

Mr.  CLINGtMAN.  The  message  has  been 
received,  and  I  simply  ask  that  it  may  be  read. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  It  seems  to  me,  Mr. 
Clerk,  that  if  my  friend  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Camp- 
bell] will  agree  with  me,  it  may  be  as  well  for 
him  to  withdraw  Ms  point  of  order,  and  to  sub- 
mit in  lieu  therefor  the  motion  which  has  been 
indicated  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
Humphrey  Marshall,]  that  the  whole  subject 
be  laid  on  the  table.  There  is  certainly  no  neces- 
sity for  this  message  being  read.  The  informa- 
tion has  already  been  communicated  to  ths 
country. 

Mr.  MEACHAM.  There  is  no  power  to  de 
that  thinff.  We  cannot  communicate  with  the 
Senate.  They  do  not  know  that  we  are  organ- 
ized. They  have  no  power  of  communication 
with  us.     What  is  proposed  cannot  be  done. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  There  is  no  necessity  for 
reading  the  message  here,  in  order  that  it  may  go 
to  the  country.  It  is  already  before  the  country. 
This  is  not  morely  a  question  of  courtesy.  If  it 
were  I  would  make  no  objection  to  the  reading 
of  the  message. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  Mr.  Clerk,  the  question  now 
before  the  House  is  a  simple  one,  but,  one  I  know, 
of  the  greatest  importance.  It  seems,  however, 
that  gentlemen  on  this  floor  take  diflerent  views 
of.it.  The  distinguished  member  from  Kentucky 
[Mr.  Humphrey  Marshall]  thiiiks  that  mem- 
bers of  this  House  have  no  authority  to  act  until 
they  have  been  sworn  in.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber from  New  York  [Mr.  Simmons]  assumes  that 
this  House  is  without  power  to  act  until  it  has  a 
Speaker.  Now,  Mr.  Clerk, xinder  such  circum- 
stances, and  when  we  are  placed  in  so  novel  a 
situation  as  we  at  this  time  occupy,  it  may  not  be 
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improfier  to  recur  to  first  principles.  There  was 
a  lime  when  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
-was  to  assemble  without  such  a  law  as  that  which 
now  exizsts  on  our  statute-book  in  relation  to  the 
election  of  a  Speaker.  There  was  no  provision 
of  law  by  which  the  members  who  were  to  con- 
stitute one  or  either  of  the  Houses  of  Congress 
were  to  be  sworn  in.  How,  then,  was  the  power 
of  organization  to  be  completed  ?  The  Constitu- 
tAn  of  the  United  States  declared  that  all  the 
legislatiTe  power  of  the  country  should  be  vested 
in  the  two  oodies — the  Senate  and  the  House  of 
RepreflentatiVes.  It  declared  that  the  House  of 
Representatives  should  be  composed  of  individuals 
elected  in  a  certain  manner.  It  is  a  settled  prin- 
ciple of  parliamentary  law,  that  the  very  instant 
an  election  has  been  had,  the  person  wno  is  se- 
lected by  his  fellows  to  act  as  tlieir  representative 
is  the  representative,  and  that  the  privilege  with 
which  he  is  clothed  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  attaches  to  his  person  then,  and  no 
officer,  no  functionary,  has  the  rif ht  to  disregard 
(hat  constitutional  privilege.  If  he  do  so,  it  is  at 
his  own  periL  It  attaches  to  his  person  before  he 
is  sworn  in — before  the  House  has  assembled.  I 
speak  of  the  general  parliamentary  law  as  it  ex- 
isted with  respect  to  the  members  of  Parliament 
of  Chneat  Britain,  from  whence  we  have  derived 
our  ownparliamentary  law. 

The  House  of  Representatives  exists  by  au. 
thority  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
It  is  constituted  the  moment  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  have  exercised  their  power  in  selecting 
their  Representatives.  It  can  meet  for  the  trans- 
action of  business  only  on  the  day  fixed  by  the 
Constitution  or  the  day  fixed  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  acting  on  his  own  responsi- 
bility. But  when  they  get  together,  they  con- 
stitute a  House,  with  full  power  to  act. 

The  only  reason  that  a  Speaker  is  required  is, 
not  that  the  House  may  act;  not  that  the  House 
may  be  competent  to  discharge  its  constitutional 
fimctions;  not  that  it  may- exercise  legislative 
power;  but  in  order  that  it  may  act  with  con- 
venience and  dispatch.  Until  there  is  a  Speaker, 
in  whom  certain  authority  is  vested  by  the  House 
when  it  has  adopted  the  rules,  no  step  can  be 
taken,  no  act  relating  to  the  transaction  of  busi- 
ness can  be  done,  unless  by  a  direct  and  specific 
▼ote  of  the  House.  In  every  instance,  ana  with 
respect  to  any  step  desired  to  be  taken,  it  is 
necessary  to  take  the  collected  sense  of  the  House 
by  vote.  The  election  of  a  Speaker  is  designed 
for  convenience;  but  it  is  not  essential  to  the  ex- 
istence of  the  House,  nor  to  its  transaction  of 
business.  It  is  essential  merely  to  the  speedy 
transaction  of  business,  and  that  is  apparent  from 
the  langua^  of  the  Constitution. 

The  leg[islative  power  is  vested  in  Congress. 
Congress  is  authorized  to  do  certain  acts.  The 
concurrence  of  -the  House  of  Representatives  is 
necessary  to  give  validity  to  its  legislative  acts; 
but  it  is  not  necessary  that  such  legislative  acts, 
receiving  the  sanction  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, shall  be  authenticated  by  the  SpcaKcr. 
The  House,  however,  after  it  has  elected  a 
Speaker,  may,  if  it  sees  fit,  delegate  to  its  Speaker 
the  right  of  authenticating  its  acts  and  furnishing 
evidence  of  what  it  has  done. 

Now,  the  firentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
SmiioHs]  S£ua  that  he  was  astonished  that  the 
delegates  from  Virginia,  and  all  those  who  were 
such  sticklers  for  constitutional  rights,  had  not 
risen  in  a  mass.  It  is  precisely  because  those  gen- 
tlei^n  and  others  upon  this  side  of  the  House  rev- 
erence the  Constitution,  and  believe  in  its  su- 
preme authority,  that  this  motion  is  pressed.  The 
act  which  has  been  referred  to  is  a  mere  act  of 
the  three  Departments  of  the  Government,  acting 
in  their  legislative  capacity.  The  authority  of 
this  House,  however,  to  transact  business,  and  to 
act  upon  all  those  subjects  specially  referred  to 
in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  is  de- 
rived from  the  Constitu tion itself ; and  when ,  owing 
to  accident,  or  to  design,  or  owing  to  differences 
of  opinion,  the  ordinary  steps  cannot  be  taken 
for  furnishing  this  House  witli  the  organ  through 
which  it  is  usual  to  speak,  the  House  still  is  pos- 
sessed of  all  its  constitutional  powers,  and  is  still 
possessed  of  authority  to  act.  It  can  act,  though 
It  is  compelled  to  act  through  the  collective  sense 
of  its  members  and  their  specific  votes  at  every 
stage  of  every  contemplatea  proceeding. 

Now,  it  ii  tros  that  the  usual  course  of  pro- 


ceeding is  to  elect  a  Speaker,  and  then  informa- 
tion is  given  to  the  President  that  the  House  is 
ready  to  proceed  to  business,  and  thereupon  he 
communicates  with  it.  But  that  is  not  necessary. 
The  authority  to  act  is  derived  from  the  Consti- 
tution. That  authority  can  be  exercised  without 
reference  to  any  legislative  action.  Thatauthority 
can  at  any  time  be  exercised;  and  under  those 
circumstances,  in  view  of  the  original  charactor 
of  this  question,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  not  only 
competent  for  the  House,  but  that  it  is  its  imper- 
ative duty,  to  receive  the  communication  from  the 
Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Union,  and,  after  having 
become  acquainted  with  its  contents,  to  take  such 
action  upon  it  as  their  own  sense  of  duty  may 
dictate. 

Mr.  SEWARD  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  I  desire  to  offer  a  resolution. 
"  The  CLERK.  The  gentleman's  time  has  ex- 
pired. 

Mr.  SEWARD.'  Mr.  Clerk,  I  have  been  try- 
ing to  ^et  the  floor  for  some  time,  for  the  purpose 
of  saymg  a  few  words.  I  never  permit  myself 
to  entertain  opinions  that  I  do  not  express  any- 
where, and  I  felt  that,  at  a  time  when  the  Clerk 
knew  I  was  upon  the  floor  and  addressing  him, 
he  purposely  avoided  hearing  me  and  assigned 
the  floor  to  another  gentleman.  If  I  am  mistaken 
in  that,  I  ask  to  withdraw  the  remark  which  I 
made  just  now,  in  reference  to  the  Clerk's  in- 
clining his  ear  to  the  other  side  of  the  House;  if 
I  am  not  mistaken,  then  I  have  a  right  to  com- 
plain. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  begs  to  say  that 
the  gentleman  is  certainly  mistaken. 

Air.  SEWARD.  Very  well,  then  I  am  satis- 
fied. 

Mr.  W  ASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  was  sorry 
to  hear  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  cast  a  reflec- 
tion upon  me  fairness  and  impartiality  of  the 
Clerk,  because 

Mr.  SEWARD,  (interrupting.)  I  am  satis- 
fied with  the  explanation  of  the  Clerk,  and  I 
desired  to  make  tne  statement  for  the  purpose  of 
having  this  matter  understood.  I  am  perfectly 
satisfied,  and  the  gentleman  has  no  right  to  ex- 
press regret  for  me.   I  do  not  ask  it.    [Lnughtcr.] 

Sir,  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  de- 
mands of  this  House  of  Representatives  an  organ- 
ization. We  have  been  here  for  four  weeks  and, 
in  defiance  of  the  Constitution,  have  refused  to 
organize  this  House,  and  have  thus  paralyzed 
the  legislative  arm  of  this  Government.  And 
because  we  have  been  delinquent  in  our  duty,  and 
have  disregarded  the  behests  of  the  Constitution 
thus  long,  gentlemen  say  that  the  President  of 
the  United  States  has  usurped  power  by  coming 
in  here  and  doing  that  which  the  Constitution 
demands  of  him  wnile  we  have  refused  to  j^erform 
our  duty.  I  say,  sir,  that  it  ill  becomes  any  mem- 
ber upon  this  floor  to  talk  about  a  usurpation  of 
power  on  the  part  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  when  he  has  simply  done  his  constitu- 
tional duty,  and  we  stand  here,  I  may  say,  in  the 
midst  of  revolution,  peaceable  thougn  it  may  be. 

Now,  sir,  this  is  a  House  of  Representatives, 
or  it  is  not  a  Hou^^e  of  Representatives;  and  if 
it  is  not  a  House  of  Representatives  as  contem- 
plated by  the  Constitution,  I  ask  gentlemen  what 
It  is?  In  what  capacity  do  we  meet  here,  and 
how  are  we  recognized  by  the  Constitution,  unhss 
it  be  as  a  House  of  Representatives?  Otherwise 
we  are  all  usurpers  here.  And  if  it  be  true  that 
we  are  a  House  of  Representatives  as  recognized 
by  the  Constitution,  I  ask  some  gentleman  to  tell  ' 
me  what  portion  of  the  Constitution  restrained 
the  President  of  the  United  States  from  commu- 
nicating with  us  from  tlie  very  hour  wc  assem- 
bled here  on  the  first  Monday  in  December,  under 
the  Constitution?  I  should  like  to  know  how  it 
is  that  we  are  not  a  House  of  Representatives  in 
the  contemplation  of  the  Constitution.  Tliis 
House  has  been  in  session  four  weeks.  The 
President  of  tlie  United  States,  acting  under  the 
Constitution,  and  recognizing  this  organization 
under  the  Constitution,  communicates  tons,  and 
gentlemen  say  that  we  cannot  receive  his  com- 
munication. What  sort  of  condition  are  we  in, 
then?  We  refuse  to  do  our  duty  under  the  Con- 
stitution, and  we  say  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  whose  duty  it  is  to  make-  known 
the  condition  not  only  or  our  domestic,  but  of 
our  foreign  affairs,  shall  not  be  heard,  for  this  is 
the  only  medium  through  which  he  can  commu- 


nicate with  the  people  of  this  great  country.  It 
is  proposed  to  puta  ^ag  upon  me  Executive  and 
to  make  him  emphatically  a  nonentity. 

Sir,  the  only  department  of  the  Government 
that  stands  untouched  by  this  disorganized  body, 
is  the  judiciary  of  the  country.  Two  depart- 
ments of  the  Government  are  absolutely  para- 
lyzed by  the  course  we  have  pursued,  ana  the 
only  one  remaining  untouched  by  us  is  the  judici- 
ary. Now,  sir,  I  think  it  is  an  outrage  u)>onthe 
Constitution,  upon  the  rights  of  the  Executive, 
and  a  disgrace  to  ourselves,  to  say  that  we  will  not 
receive  that  message  and  have  it  read,  and  so  let  ii 
go  to  the  country. 

Mr  HUMPHREY  MARSHALL.  I  rise  to 
a  question  of  order.  In  the  first  place,  I  desire  to 
know  what  is  the  pending  question? 

The  CLERK.  The  question  is  now  upon  the 
pointof  order  raised  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
[Mr.  Campbell,!  which  leaves  the  subject  before 
the  House  as  follows:  "Will  the  House  enter- 
tain the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Clinqmak,]  that  the  message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  be  received  and 
read?*' 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  wish  to  correct  the 
Clerk,  as  he  has  misunderstood  my  motion.  My 
motion  was,  that  the  message  of  the  President  m 
read. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  That  impUes 
that  it  was  receivedwithout  objection. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  The  message  having  been 
received  without  objection,  I  moved  that  it  be 
read. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  of  the  House,  as 
well  as  the  Journal  Clerk,  understood  the  gentle- 
mem  from  North  Carolyia  [Mr.  Clingman]  to 
amend  his  original  motion,  so  as  to  make  it  read* 
**that  the  message  be  received  and  read."  It 
was  so  understood  at  thejdesk. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  believe  my  amendment 
comes  in  here — that  it  be  laid  upon  the  table, 
instead  of  being  read. 

Mr.  DUNN.  I  believe  I  have  the  floor,  and  I 
insist  upon  it. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  understands  that, 
as  the  suggestion  was  made  to  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  ineismuch  as  a  point  of  order 
was  pending,  his  motion  seemeci  to  be  out  of 
order,  he  [Mr.  Marshall]  did  not  press  his 
amendment. 

Mr.  DUNN.  These  documents,  whatever  they 
may  be,  have  not  been  received,  nor  can  they  be. 
The  Clerk  very  properly  remarked,  both  upon 
his  own  judgment,  and  upon  his  own  feelings  of 
delicacy,  that  these  were  questions  which  ought 
to  be  decided  by  the  House.  There  is  no  officer 
here  for  the  reception  of  documents  upon  this 
floor.,     , 

The  first  duty,  and  the  sole  enumerated  duty 
of  this  House,  in  its  present  condition,  is  the 
election  of  a  Speaker.  I  state  to  this  House,  as 
a  matter  of  law,  that  where  one  thing  is  enumer- 
ated upon  a  given  matter,  all  other  things  are 
excluded.  That  is  a  leading  maxini,  and  when 
our  duty  is  limited,  by  express  provision,  to  the 
election  of  a  Speaker,  all  other  powers  and  duties 
arc  excluded,  those  only  excepted  which  neces- 
sarily belong  to  the  discnarge  of  that  duty.  That 
is  all  I  have  to  say  upon  that  point 

Suppose,  sir,  we  had  a  Speaker  here,  could  ho 
receive,  of  his  own  volition,  that  document?  He 
could  not,  and  would  have  to  submit  this  ques- 
tion to  the  House,  "Shall  the  document  be  re- 
ceived "and  that  question  must  be  passed  upon 
either  by  silent  acquiescence  or  by  vote.  If  it  is 
decided  oy  acquiescence,  then  it  is  the  same  as  if 
voted  on.  This  is  the  only  way  it  could  be  re- 
ceived. Nothing  of  that  sort  has  occurred  here, 
nor  is  there  anything  in  the  existing  state  of 
things  to  require  the  propounding  of  such  a  ques- 
tion. I  beg  leave  to  say — I  say  it  upon  delibera- 
tion, but  I  do  not  intend  to  enlarge  upon  this  sub- 
ject— that  the  sending  those  documents  to  this 
House,  under  existing  circumstances,  is  a  great 
public  indecency,  and  ought  to  be  rebuked.  I 
say  that  upon  authority.  I  say  it  upon  the  au- 
thority of  a  Government  less  mindful  of  the  rights 
of  their  Commons  than  ours  is,  and  more  re- 
spectful and  submissive  to  those  who  sit  in  high 
places  than  ours.  The  law  is  our  sovereign.  I 
will  read,  sir,  from  page  59  of  the  Manual: 

"  It  is  expedient,  says  Hatsell,  for  Uie  due  nrcservattan 
of  tbc  privllcgcB  of  the  separate  brandies  of  theLegislatorc, 
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that  neither  should  encronch  upon  the  other,  or  interfero 
in  any  matter  dt>pcnding  before  them,  so  as  to  preclude,  or 
even  influence  that  freeduui  of  debate  which  ia  esscnuol 
to  a  free  council." 

And  I  understand  that  one  of  the  rery  objects 
of  the  gentlemen  desiring  that  document  to  be  read 
here  is,  that  we  may  be  whipped  into  a  speedy 
submission  and  organization.  There  is,  sir,  no 
man  who  has  the  right  to  use  the  rod  in  this 
Han. 

Mr.  RUST,  (interrupting.)  I  wish  to  ask  the 
gentleman  one  question.  The  Constitution  pro- 
vides that,  under  certain  circumstances,  it  snail 
be  the  duty  of  the  President  to  convene  Conerress 
in  extra  session.  Now,  let  us  suppose  this  Con- 
gress to  be  convened  by  the  exercise  of  that  ex- 
traordinary powet,  and  the  President  should,  for 
four  weeks,  withhold  from  Congress  the  motives 
which  induced  him  to  convene  this  body,  what 
would  he  think  ? 

Mr.  DUNN.  If  the  President  were  to  convene 
Confess  in  extra  session,  would  he  have  the 
ri|»ht  to  say  who  should  preside  over  our  deliber- 
ations, or  the  right  to  dictate  the  day  of  our  or- 
ganization ?    That  is  the  point. 

I  protest  against  all  usurpation.  Grentlcmen 
will  say  this  is  a  small  matter.  Sir,  small  be- 
ginnings come  to  great  endings,  and  I  protest 
against  the  smallest  commencement  of  usurpation, 
which  will,  if  permitted,  grow  into  such  strength 
as  to  walk  in  iiere,  and  say  that  there  is  no  need 
of  us. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Will  the  gentleman  per- 
mit me  to  read  a  word  or  two  ? 

Mr.  DUNN.  I  will  read  all.  The  extract 
from  which  I  was  reading  proceeds: 

"  They  are,  therefore,  not  to  take  notice  of  any  bills  or 
matters  depending,  or  of  votes  that  have  been  given,  or  of 
npeeche*  which  have  been  held  by  the  members  of  either 
of  the  other  branchen  of  the  Legislature,  until  the  same 
have  been  conununicatcd  tonbem  in  the  usual  parliaincntr 
ary  manner." 

Usage,  sir,  in  this  country  has  fixed  the  com- 
mon law,  propriety,  dignity,  and  habit  upon  the 
subject;  and  that  is,  after  an  organigation,  to  in- 
form the  President  that  we  are  organized,  ready 
to  proceed  to  business,  and  to  receive  any  com- 
munication he  desires  to  make. 

Now  I  will  read  what  applies  to  the  subject  of 
executive  usurpation: 

"Thus  the  King's"— [and  I  have  eaid  we  have  no  King 
but  the  lawf  and  I  will  rebel  when  it  is  proposed  to  set  up 
one] — "  thus  the  King'i  taking  notice  of  the  bill  for  sup- 
pressing soldiers,  depending  before  tlie  House ;  his  propos- 
ing a  provisional  clause  for  a  bill  before  it  was  presented  to 
him  by  the  two  Houses ;  his  expressing  diopleaflure  against 
some  persons  for  matters  moved  in  Parliament  during  the 
debate  and  preparation  of  a  bill,  were  breaches  of  privileges ; 
nnd  it  was  declared  a  breach  of  Amdaniental  pnviloges  to 
report  any  opinion  or  pretended  opinion  of  the  King  on  any 
bill  or  proceeding  depending  in  either  House  of  Parliament, 
with  a  view  to  influence  the  votes  of  the  memb«n.V 

And  that  is  the  answer  which  I  make  to  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Ore]  when 
he  says  that  this  document  may  inform  us  of  facts 
which  will  show  us  the  great  necessity  of  imme- 
diate organization.  Sir,  we  are  tola  that  the 
Ptesident  desires  to  avoid  having  placed  upon  his 
own  shoulders  the  responsibility  of  the  condition 
of  things.  I  send  the  following  resolution  to  the 
Clerk's  desk,  to  be  read  when  Uie  present  propo- 
sition is  voted  down. 

Mr.  Dunk's  resolution  was  sent  to  the  Clerk's 
desk,  but  was  not  immediately  read. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  am  not  much  afVaid, Mr. 
Clerk,  of  the  rights  of  the  House  being  usurped. 
I  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  RUFFIN.  Will  the  gentleman  withhold 
his  motion  for  a  moment  to  allow  me  to^ 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  will  not  give  way  to  any- 
body.   I  now  move  the  previous  question. 

Several  Members.  Lot  tfie  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Dunn]  be  read. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  1  insist  on  my  call  for  the 
previous  question.  Let  us  get  one  thing  done  at 
a  time. 

The  CLERK  announced  that  the  previous  ques- 
tion was  seconded,  and  that  the  question  now 
WBS,  **  Shall  the  main  question  be  put.'" 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois,  called  for  a 
division  of  the  House  on  seconding  the  call  for 
the  previous  question. 

The  CLERK.  In  the  present  state  of  the 
House,  a  single  member  can  second  a  call  for 
the  previous  question.  The  question  before  the 
House  now  is,  **  Shall  the  mam  question  be  now 
put?'" 


!»> 


Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  ask  for  Uie  yeas  and 
naya  on  ordering  the  mttin  question. 

(Several  Members  asked  Mr.  Letcher  to 
withdraw  his  call  for  iho.  previous  question,  so  as 
to  allow  Mr.  Dunn's  resolution  to  be  read.] 

Mr.  LETCHER.  As  gentlemen  all  round 
here  are  so  very  anxious  to  have  ll\e  resolution 
of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  read,  I  withdra^ 
my  call  for  the  previous  question,  on  the  under- 
standing that  I  ao  so  for  the  purpose  of  allowing 
that  proposition  to  be  read,  and  for  nothing  else. 

Mr.  McMULLlN.  I  object  to  the  withdrawal 
of  the  call  for  the  previous  question  for  that  pur- 

Mr.  ORR.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Letcher]  has  a  right  to  withdraw  his  call  for  the 
pre vious  question . 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Oh,  if  objection  be  made, 
then  let  it  go. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  withdraw  the  call  for 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  ordering  the  main  question 
to  be  put. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  renew  it.  [Cries  of 
"Question!"  "  Question !"] 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  will  state  that  the 
House  was  in  the  act  of  dividing  on  the  demand 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  withdrew  the  call  for 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  CLERK.  Yes;  but  the  Clerk  understood 
the  call  to  be  renewed  in  another  part  of  the 
House. 

The  question  being  on  ordering  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  call  for  the  previous  question — 

Mr.  CRAWFORD.  Before  the  question  is 
put,  I  should  like  to  know  on  what  authority  the 
yeas  and  nays  have  been  called  for.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois  [Mr.  Richardson]  states  to 
the  House  that  he  withdrew  his  call  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  previous  question.  I  should 
like  to  know,  therefore,  who  called  for  them. 

Mr.  LETCHER.    I  did. 

Mr.  CRAWFORD.  Very  well;  then  I  un- 
derstand; aiid  I  hope  my  friends  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  will  keep  their  seats,  and  not 
vote  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Forty  members — more  than  one  fifth  of  a 
quorum — standing  in  their  seats,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia.  Before  the  yeas  and 
nays  are  called,  I  desire  to  ask  in  relation  to  the 
effect  of  the  vote  about  to  be  taken.  Suppose 
the  House  refuse  to  order  the  main  question  to 
be  now  put,  what  results?  I  understand  that  the 
previous  question  is  asked  on  the  point  of  order 
raised  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Camp- 
bell.] 

Several  Members.    No,  no. 

Mr.  COBB.  Let  us  understand  it,  then.  What 
is  the  question  before  the  House? 

The  CLERK.  That  is  the  state  of  the  ques- 
tion now.  [Loud  cries  of  **Q,ue8tioif!"  **  Ctues- 
tion!"] 

Mr.  COBB.  I  have  the  floor;  and  I  desire  be- 
fore I  quit  it  simply  to  understand  where  we  are  in 
relation  to  it,  so  'that  gentlemen  may  vote  advis- 
edly. I  understand  that  the  question  before  the 
House  is  the  point  of  order  raised  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Campbell,]  and  that  upon 
that  question  the  gentleman  from  Virgina  [Mr. 
Letcher]  has  moved  the  previous  question. 
The  point  to  which  I  desire  to  direct  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  is  this:  Suppose  that  the  main 
question  be  voted  down,  ana  that  Uie  House 
refuse  to  order  it  to  be  nut,  what  then,  under  the 
pariiamenlary  law,  is  tiie  condition  of  this  ques- 
tion ?    Does  it  not  go  over  a  day  ? 

Mr   CLINGMAN.    Yes. 

Mr.  COBB.    If  so,  what  become  of  the  other 

?uestions  pending  before  the  House  and  involved  ? 
ask  my  friend  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Letcher] 
to  withdraw  his  call  for  the  previous  question. 
I  can  see  no  injury  to  result  to  the  House  or  to  the 
country  from  a  full  discussion  of  this  question. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  made  the  same  point  the 
other  day,  and  the  Clerk  overruled  it. 

Mr.  COBB.  It  is  a  question  which  is  to  bo 
decided  horc  * 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  (interrupting.)  Will  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  yield  me  the  floor  for  a 
moment  ? 

Mr.  COBB.    With  pleasure. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  If  the  ^ntleman  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  Letcher]  will  withdraw  hi«  de- 


mand for  the  previous  question,  I  will  witltdrtw 
my  point  of  order,  and  move,  as  a  suhstitut^*  f  jt 
the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  North  €»• 
olina,  [Mr  Clingman,]  the  resolution  subnitiH 
by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Dtxif:] 
and  on  that  I  will  move  tlie  previous  question. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  On  that  understandiB*,  I 
withdraw  the  call  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  WHEELER.    I  object  to  the  withdraws!. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Virgiaa 
[Mr.  Letcher]  has  a  right  to  withdraw  his  prop- 
osition. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    Now,  Mr.  Clerk 

Mr.  McMULLIN,  (interrupting.)  I  aik 
whether  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  who  ka^ 
spoken  once  already  on  this  question,  hac a ri^t 
to  speak  again? 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Ofcin 
[Mr.  Campbell]  spoke  on  that  occasion  vitKia 
the  time  of  another  member  of  the  House. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  The  gentleman  from  W 
ginia  [Mr.  Letcher]  having  withdrawn  hisraQ 
for  the  previous  question,  1  now  also  withdraw 
the  point  of  order  which  I  made. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  The  gentleman  froafj  Vw 
ginia  [Mr.  Letcher]  has  no  right  to  uithdrftv 
his  motion  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  floor  lo 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  who  has  spoken  od» 
on  this  question. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  My  colleague  is  altogpth^r 
mistaken  if  he  thinks  that  I  have  transferred  tiw 
floor  to  any  one.  I  have  not  sought  the  floor  for 
any  other  purpose  than  to  move  the  previocj 
question;  and  having  done  so,  I  sat  down. 

The  CLERK  decided  that  Mr.  Campbku.  had 
a  right  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  ask  the  Clerk  whetW 
the  gentleman  fVom  Ohio  has  not  already  ad- 
dressed the  House  on  the  question  now  before 
us? 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  ad-- 
dressed  the  House  within  the  time  of  anoLher- 
member. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    My  friend  from  Virginia 
need  not  be  under  any  apprehension  as  to  my 
making  a  spe'cch.    I  do  not  propose  to  address.] 
the  House  again  on  this  subject.     I  wish  to  set ; 
to  the  end  of  this  thing  as  quickly  as  possible7 

Mr.  McMULLfN.  I  desire  to  be  heard  oa| 
the  question. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  propose  to  withdraw  the-i 
question  of  order  which  I  made,  and  to  move  as  a.] 
substitute  for  the  resolution  ofl*ered  by  the  g^-o- 
tleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  ClinomanJ  the 
resolution  sent  to  the  Clerk's  desk  by  the  ^nik- 
man  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Dunn;]  and  on  that  res- 
olution I  demand  the  previous  question. 

[Loud  cries  of  •«  Let  it  be  read!"] 

Mr.  HUMPHREY  MARSHALL.  T  want 
to  move  an  amendment  to  that  substitute.  My 
amendment  is,  that  the  message  be  received  and 
laid  on  the  table.  Strike  out  all  after  the  word 
**  resolved,"  and  insert  my  amendment. 

Mr/  McMULLIN.  I  rise  to  a  question  of 
order.     [Loud  cries  of  "  Read!  read!"] 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  McMullin]  will  slate  his  point  of  order. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  My  point  of  order  is  this: 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Campbell]  has 
withdrawn  his  proposition,  and  submits  instead 
of  it  the  proposition  of  the  gentlemen  from  In- 
diana, [Mr.  Dunn.]  Before  this  proposition  was 
submitted  to  the  House,  the  previous  ques- 
tion had  been  moved  and  seconded.  Myp»mt 
of  order  is,  that  after  the  previous  question  is  sec- 
onded, a  second  proposition  cannot  be  submitted 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  have  submitted  but  one. 
[Loud  cries  of  •*  Read,  read."] 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  that  the  mo- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  is  in  order,  and 
the  Clerk  will  now  report  the  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana,  presented  as  a  substitute 
to  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina.    The  substitute  was  read  as  follows: 

Ordered,  Tbat  the  packa):^  delivered  to  the  Clerk  of  thit 
body  on  this  day.  purporting  to  l>e  a  conunonication  from 
Uie  President  of  the  united  Sutes  to  Uie  Hotute  of  Bepre- 
aentatives,  be  returned  by  the  Clerk  to  the  person  who  pre- 
sented the  same  to  lUm ;  an  this  Uouso  is  not  yet  organ ixed, 
and  80  is  incompetent  to  receive  such  coramnnication  or 
entertain  any  question  in  relation  to  the  same. 

Mr.  BARKSDALE.  I  move  to  lay  the  motion 
on  the  table. 
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;M^  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  move  the  pre- 
Tious  question. 

[The  greatest  confusion  prevailed,  most  of  the 
members  standing;  on  their  feet,  and  half  of  them 
addressinjs;  the  Clerk  or  the  House.] 

Mr.  HUMPHREY  MARSHALL.  How  can 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  move  the  previous  ques- 
tion when  I  am  upon  the  floor.  I  do  not  yield  the 
floor  for  that  puipose. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  submitted  a  motion  for  thepre- 
▼ious  question  before  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky was  upon  the  floor  to  submit  his  amendment, 
an<]itnatthe  motion  is  properly  before  the  House. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  Why,  Mr.  Clerk,  I  ob- 
tained the  floor  and  submitted  my  antcndment 
before  the  resolution  was  in  a  condition  where  a 
motion  for  the  previous  question  could  be  enter- 
tained. The  resolution  had  not  been  read  at  the 
Clerk's  desk,  and  was  not  properly  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  House. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  ob- 
tained the  floor  regularly,  and  submitted  his  res- 
olution, and  moved  the  previous  question  upon  it. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  He  did  obtain  the  floor, 
and  accomplished  his  purpose,  so  far  as  the 
ofl*ering  of  the  resolution  was  concerned;  I  then 
submitted  my  amendment,  and  it  could  not  be 
cut  off  by  a  motion  for  the  previous  question 
now.     [Cfalls  to  order  and  confusion.] 

Th^AJLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  is  out  of  order.  If,  how- 
ever, t}ie  gentleman  is  not  satisfied  with  his  de- 
cision, he  will  submit  it  to  the  House  for  its 
decision. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  desire  to  inquire 
of  the  Clerk  if  the  effect  of  the  previous  question, 
if  it  be  sustained,  will  not  be  to  cut  off  the  sub- 
stitute.^ 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Certainly,  that  must  be 
its  effect,  under  parliamentary  law,  under  which 
we  are  now  acting.  [Cries  of  **That*s  right!" 
and"  No!"] 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  the  construc- 
tion given  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
is  in  accordance  with  the  usages  of  the  House 
when  acting:  underparliamentary  law. 

Mr.  COl^B,  of  Gfeorgia.  I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  I  understand  that  the  question,  as  it  now 
stands,  is  upon  the  resolution  submitted  by  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Clingman] 
and  that  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Campbell]  as  an  amendment. 

Mr.  HUMPHREY  MARSHALL.  Substi- 
tute. 

Mr.  COBB.  No,  sir,  there  is  no  such  thing 
as  a  substitute  known  to  parliamentary  law.  It 
is  an  eunendment.  I  say  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
offered  his  amendment  in  the  nature  of  a  sub- 
stitute, if  you  please,  and  upon  that  moved  the 
previous  question.  Now  tne  point  of  order  I 
submit  is,  that  the  question  cannot  be  put  upon 
sustaining  the  call  for  the  previous  question  so 
long  as  there  is  an  amendment  pending. 

liJr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  Oh,  no!  the 
gentleman  is  mistaken  there. 

Mr.  COBB.  No,  sir,  I  am  not  mistaken. 
Crentlemen  will  find  upon  examination  that  there 
is  no  doubt  as  to  the  point  I  have  named.  Gen- 
tlemen have  the  Manual  before  them,  and  can 
examine  it  for  themselves.  I  know  that  the 
practice  has  been  different  in  this  House,  but  the 
Manual  is  explicit  upon  the  point.  The  ques- 
tions must  be  put  to  the  House  in  the  order  in 
which  the  motions  are  made.  When  there  is  an 
amendment  pending,  and  the  previous  question  is 
moved,  the  question  cannot  be  putupon  sustain- 
ing the  previous  question  until  the  amendment 
has  been  disposed  of.  Gentlemen  will  find  the 
authority  upon  this  point  upon  pa^e  98  of  the 
Manual,  under  tlie  head  of  **Fourth  Class.**  It 
says: 

**  AmenMinent  of  the  main  quegtion  first  moved,  and  afler- 
warrit*  Uic  previous  question,  the  question  of  amendment 
mont  be  first  put  ;*> 

and  gentlemen  will  find  a  table  of  precedents 
showinff  that  I  am  right  in  the  point  of  order 
which  I  have  taken. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  If  my  colleague  will  allow 
me — under  parliamentary  law,  when  an  amend- 
ment is  pending,  and  a  motion  for  the  previous 
question  is  made,  as  he  has  stated,  the  question 
must  be  first  put  upon  sustaining  the  motion  for 
the  previous  question.     If  it  is  sustained,  the 


question  will  then  be  upon  the  amendment,  which 
must  be  decided,  unaer  the  previous  Question, 
without  further  debate,  the  same  a^tue  main 
question  itself. 

Mr.  COBB.  If  I  understand  my  colleague,  I 
think  he  has  placed  a  wrong  construction  upon 
the  parliamentary  law.  It  is  explicitly  laid  down 
in  the  Manual  that  the  question  must  be  first  put 
upon  the  amendment. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  That  is  after  the  previous 
question  has  been  ordered. 

Mr.  COBB.  No,  sir;  you  cannot  put  the  ques- 
tion upon  ordering  the  previous  question  while 
there  is  an  amendment  pending.  You  cannot 
apply  the  previous  question  to  an  amendment  at 
ail.  The  main  question  is  upon  the  original 
proposition,  and  does  not  apply  to  an  amendment 
at  aJl.  If  gentlemen  ^vill  examine  parliamentary 
law,  they  will  find  this  question  pretty  fully  dis- 
cussed in  the  Manual. 

The  order  suggested  by  my  colleague  is  pre- 
cisely that  laid  down  in  the  rules  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  which  we  have  heretofore 
adopted — rules  which  were  adopted  to  prevent 
such  a  state  of  things  precisely  as  we  find  now 
to  exist.  They  provided  that  when  the  previous 
question  was  moved  upon  a  resolution  ana  amend- 
ments, the  previous  question  should  first  be  or- 
dered, and  the  question  then  taken  first  upon  the 
amendments  pending,  and  then  upon  the  original 

f)roposition.  The  construction  ur^d  by  my  col- 
eao:ue  would  make  the  rules  of  the  House, 
which  are  an  invasion  of  parliamentary  law,  pre- 
cisehf  tJie  same  in  this  respect  as  the  parliament- 
ary law  itself. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  concur  with  my  col- 
lecigue  that  the  rules  of  the  House  are  in  this 
respect  in  exact  accordance  with  parliamentary 
law.  I  can  account  for  it  only  on  the  supposition 
that  some  gentleman  must  have  given  to  parlia- 
mentary law,  when  the  rules  were  framed,  the 
same  strange  construction  which  my  colleague 
has  given  it. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  am  perfectly  willing  that  the 
House  should  give  it  the  construction  which  my 
colleague  gives  it,  if  gentlemen  will  agree  to 
that  and  allow  the  effect  of  the  previous  question 
tobe  the  same  as  that  given  it  in  the  rules.  [Cries 
of  "Agreed!"]  But  that  is  not  my  judgment  of 
the  proper  construction  to  be  given  to  parliament- 
ary law. 

But,  Mr.  Clerk,  I  am  not  going  to  avail  myself 
of  the  opporturrity  which  I  have  obtained  from 
possessing  the  floor,  upon  a  point  of  order  to  dis- 
cuss the  general  question.  1  have  submitted  my 
question  of  order,  and  if  gentlemen  a^ree  to  give 
tiie  matter  the  construction  suggested  by  my  col- 
league, I  am  content. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.    If  the  House  will  allow 

me  for  a  moment,  I  desire  that  we  should  act  un- 

derstandingly  upon  the  subject.     If  gentlemen 

will  turn  to  tne  Manual  they  will  find  the  whole 

question  pretty  thoroughly  discussed.    On  page 

103  it  says: 

"  On  the  whole  I  should  think  It  best  to  decide  it  ab  in- 
eonvenientif  to  wit :  whicli  in  the  mo^t  inconvenient,  to 
put  it  in  the  power  of  the  Houao  to  defeat  a  propoeition  by 
hastily  moving  the  previoug  question,  and  thus  forcing  the 
main  question  to  l>e  put  unamended,  or  to  put  it  in  tlie 
power  of  the  other  side  to  lorce  on,  incidentally,  at  least  a 
discussion  which  would  be  better  avoided.'* 

Mr.  COBB.    Very  well;  read  on. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.    It  goes  on  to  say: 

"  Perhaps,  the  last  is  the  least  inconvenience ;  inasmuch 
as  the  Speaker,  by  confining  the  dis4;us»ion  rigorously  to 
the  amendment  only,  may  prevent  their  going  into  tlie  main 
question,  and  inasmuch  also,  as  so  great  a  proportion  of  the 
cases  in  which  the  previous  question  is  called  for  are  fhir 
and  proper  subjects  of  public  dl.scu^ion,  and  ought  not  to 
be  obstructed  by  a  formality  introduced  for  questions  of  a 
peculiar  character." 

It  was  decided  by  the  last  Speaker,  when  the 
House  was  acting  under  parliamentary  law,  that 
the  previous  question  cut  off  all  ameihiments,  and 
the  Manual  would  seem  to  support  that  construc- 
tion. 

Mr.  COBB.  My  friend  from  North  Carolina 
will  perceive  that  this  discussion  applies  to  the 
question,  whether  or  not  the  previous  question 
may  be  considered  as  moved,  or  at  what  time  it 
may  be  considered  as  in  the  possession  of  the 
House,  after  it  has  been  moved  and  seconded 
simply,  or  not  until  it  has  been  stated  by  the 
Chair. 

I  c^rc  nothing,  however,  about  this  construc- 
tion.   I  am  perfectly  willing — I  am  perfectly  con- 


tented that  the  construction  claimed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Gfeorgia  shall  be  adopted,  that  the 
question  shall  be  first  taken  upon  ordering  the 
previous  question,  then  upon  the  amendments, 
and  then  upon  the  original  resolution  itself.  1 
believe  the  point  of  order  I  have  submitted  will 
be  suetainea  by  parliamentary  law,  but  if  there 
is  no  objection  to  the  construction  given  by  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  I  am  content. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN!  I  am  satisfied  with  that 
construction.  [A  general  eissent  to  the  proposi- 
tion was  expressed.] 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  desire  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Camp- 
bell,] who  submitted  the  substitute — for  whoso 
usual  justice  and  impartiality  I  am  willing  to 
bear  witness — to  the  nature  of  the  proposition  he 
has  submitted.  I  ask  him  whether  it  is  in  ac- 
cordance with  his  usual  candor  and  fairness  to 
submit  a  proposition  of  so  important  a  nature  as 
that  submitted  by  him  this  morning,  and  then  to 
move  the  previous  question  upon  it. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  will  state  to  the  gentle- 
man that  I  am  very  anxious  to  see  this  House 
organized;  the  country  is  anxious  to  see  the 
House  organized;  and,  from  what  we  have  seen 
here  this  morning,  1  take  it  for  granted  that  the 
President  is  exceedingly  anxious  that  we  should 
organize.  In  order,  therefore,  that  wc  might  dis- 
pose of  this  matter  in  some  form  or  other  as 
speedily  as  possible,  and  proceed  with  the  elec- 
tion of  Speaker,  I  have  moved  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  desire,  then,  to  ask  the 
Clerk  what  is  his  decision  upon  that  motion  ? 
Does  he  decide  that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  had 
the  right,  after  submitting  his  proposition,  to 
move  the  previous  question  before  taking  his 
seat? 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  decides  that  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  had  the  right  to  submit  tho 
previous  question,  and  that  the  question  before 
the  House  is,  **  Shall  the  main  question  be  now 
put?" 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  hope  that  I  will  be  par- 
doned by  the  Clerk  and  the  House  if  I  take  an 
appeal  from  that  decision. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  has  made  no  decis- 
ion in  favor  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  Ho 
merely  suggests  that  he  is  in  order.  The  Clerk 
submits  tlie  question,  as  objection  has  been  made, 
to  the  decision  of  the  House. 

Mr.  HUMPHREY  MARSHALL.  Has  the 
call  for  theprevious  question  received  a  second  ? 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  that  it  has 
been  seconded. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  may  be  mistaken,  but  I 
do  not  think  that  it  has. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  If  it  has  not,  then  I  beg 
the  Clerk  to  understand  that  I  now  second  it,  and 
I  also  move  the  amendment  which  I  have  already 
indicated. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  am  entitled  to  the  floor. 
I  gave  notice  that  if  the  Clerk  made  the  decision 
which  has  been  mentioned,  that  I  would  take  an 
appeal.  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  on  the  ap- 
peal. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  desire  to  ask 
a  question,  and  it  is  this:  What  would  be  tho 
effect  of  a  motion  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the 
table?  [Loud  cries  of,  "No!"  "Meet  the 
question  fairly!"] 

The  CLERK.  The  motion  to  lay  the  wholo 
subject  on  the  table  is  in  order. 

Mr.  CARLILE.  After  the  call  for  the  previous 
question  has  been  seconded,  is  the  motion  to  lay 
on  the  tiible  in  order  ? 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  so;  but  there 
seems  to  be  doubt  on  the  question.  On  reflection, 
the  Clerk  is  of  opinion  that  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  made  his  point  of  order  before  the  call 
for  the  previous  question  received  a  second.  Ho 
will  now  state  the  point  to  the  House.  It  is, 
whether  the  motion  of  tho  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  CampbcllI  is  in  order.  The  Clerk  will 
not  attempt  to  aecide  the  question  himself,  but 
will  leave  its  decision  to  the  House. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  Is  it  competent  for  mo  to 
discuss  the  point? 

The  CLERK.    The  Clerk  thinks  not. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  do  not  wish  to  detain 
the  House  with  any  protracted  discussion,  but  to 
merely  submit  a  few  words  pertinent  to  the  ques- 
tion now  immediatt*ly  under  consideration. 
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The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  that  thegen- 
tleman  from  Viiginia  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  FLAGLER.  Is  it  in  order  to  move  that 
the  President's  message,  together  with  the  various 
propositions  that  have  been  offered  in  connection 
witn  it,  be  laid  on  tlie  table? 

The  CLERK.  The  motion  is  in  order,  inas- 
much as  the  Clerk  now  understands  that  the  call 
for  the  previous  question  has  not  been  seconded. 
If  the  genUemanwiU  allow  the  Clerk,  the  question 
of  order  raised  by  the  gentleman  fVom  Virginia 
will  be  first  settlea. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  withdraw4he  point  of 
order. 

The  CLERK.  Does  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  persist  in  his  motion  that  the  entire  subject 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FLAGLER.    I  do. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  that  motion. 

Mr.  FLAGLER.  I  want  it  understood  that  I 
include  in  my  motion  the  message  of  the  Presi- 
dent. 

Several  Members.    That  is  included. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  think,  Mr. 
Clerk,  that  the  motion  would  imply  that  the  mes- 
sage has  been  received. 

The  CLERK.  That  is  the  understanding  of 
the  Clerk. 

Mr.  HUMPHREY  MARSHALL.  I  think 
that  it  implies  that  we  leave  the  message  out  of 
doors. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  that  the  mo- 
tion to  lav  on  the  table  is  not  debatable. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  want  to 
move  that  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana,  [Mr.  Ddnn,]  as  introduced  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio,  [Mr. Campbell,]  belaid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,    Is  that  motion  in  order? 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks,  as  the  call 
for  the  previous  question  has  not  been  seconded, 
that  the  motion  is  in  order. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  desire  that  the  papers  shall  all 
be  read  before  I  vote  on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
tabic.  [Laughter.]  I  call  for  the  reading  of  the 
papers. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Mr.  Clerk,  under 
the  parliamentary  law,  any  member  can  call  for 
the  previous  question,  and,  like  any  other  motion, 
it  requires  but  one  person  to  second  it.  By  ex- 
press rule  of  the  House,  a  majority  of  those 
present  is  required  to  second  a  call  for  the  pre- 
vious question.  There  has  been  a  second  to  the 
call  for  the  previous  question,  and  that  question 
is  now  pending  before  the  House. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  But  the  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table  has  been  declared  to  be  in  order,  and  on 
that  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  have  been  de- 
manded. 

Mr.  ORR.  No,  Mr.  Clerk,  I  demand  that  the 
message  and  others  papers  be  read.  [Loud  cries 
of  **1  object!"  "The  message  is  not  in  our  pos- 
session ! "]  The  papers  are  in  the  Clerk 's  posses- 
sion; tlicy  are  on  his  desk;  and  if  the  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table  is  to  be  entertained,  I  ask  that 
they  may  be  read .  I  ask  it,  that  I  may  vote  intel- 
ligently. [Cries  of  "  Order ! **  "I object  to  the 
reading!"] 

Mr.  HUMPHREY  MARSHALL.  If  the 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table  prevails,  I  understand 
that  it  docs  not  touch  the  message  at  all. 

Mr.  ORR.  The  gentleman  stated  that  in  his 
motion  tlie  message  and  other  papers  were  in- 
cluded. Before  I  vote,  I  asked  to  be  informed  of 
the  nature  of  those  papers.  I  have  the  right  to 
be  so  informed. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Mr.  Clerk,  if  the  motion 
to  lay  on  tlie  table  does  include  the  message,  then 
1  have  only  to  say  that  it  is  an  underhand  way 
of  pushing  the  papers  on  the  House.  It  cannot 
be  done.     Iprotest  against  it. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  If  the  message  is  not  in 
the  House,  what  have  we  been  fussing  about  all 
morning?  [Laughter.]  It  was  presented  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  President;  it  was  received  by 
the  Clerk  and  placed  upon  the  table;  and  there- 
upon this  discussion  arose.  Nobody  objected 
to  it. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  I  take  issue  with  the  gentle- 
man. The  reception  of  the  message  was  ob- 
jected to  as  soon  as  it  was  possible  for  any  mem- 
"ber  to  do  so.  When  it  was  announced  that  the 
President's  Private  Secretary  was  at  the  bar  of 


the  House,  and  that  he  presented  a  message  in 
writing,  I  rose  in  my  place  and  objected  to  the 
reception  o#tlie  message.  I  made  the  objection 
before  the  message  was  placed  on  the  Clerk's 
desk.  Therefore  it  is  that  I  hold  the  message 
has  not  been  received,  and  that  that  is  the  ques- 
tion now  more  particularly  before  the  House  for 
its  decision.  , 

Mr.  CRAIGE.  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words. 
The  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
Dunn]  refers  to  such  papers  as  were  delivered  to 
the  Clerk  by  the  private  Secretary  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  proposes  that  they  be  now  laid  on  the 
table  in  order  that  they  may  be  returned  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  Now  another 
motion  is  made,  that  that  motion,  and  all  pre- 
vious motions,  toother  with  the  message,  be 
laid  on  the  table.  Does  not  that  motion  include 
the  message  ?  Of  course  it  does,  and  in  direct 
terms.  Is  not  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina [Mr.  Orr]  therefore  right  in  his  demand, 
that  before  voting  he  shall  have  those  papers  read, 
so  that  he  may  exactly  know  what  will  be  the  ef- 
fect of  his  vote?  Most  certainly  he  is.  Has  not 
any  one  member  that  right  ?  I  do  not  care  whether 
you  call  it  a  message,  or  call  it  a  paper  delivered 
to  the  Clerk  by  the  Private  Secretary  of  the  Pres- 
ident. The  papers  are  in  the  hands  %f  the  present 
Clerk,  and  I  think  thattheffcntleman  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Orr]  is  right  in  making  the  de- 
mand for  the  reading  of  them,  that,  in  order  when 
we  vote  on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  we 
may  know  whether  we  vote  right  or  wrong. 

The  CLERK.  If  the  gentleman  will  permit 
fhe  Clerk,  he  will  read  from  the  Manual  what 
seems  to  be  applicable  to  this  subject: 

"  Wliere  papers  are  laid  before  the  House,  or  referred  to 
a  committee,  every  member  has  a  right  to  have  them  once 
read  at  the  table  before  he  can  be  compelled  to  vote  on 
them ;  but  it  ia  a  great,  though  common  error,  to  suppose 
that  he  has  a  right,  U)tie$  quoliet,  to  have  acta,  journalfl, 
accounts,  or  papers  on  the  table  read  independently  of  the 
will  of  the  Houae.»» 

Mr.  CRAIGE.  Well,  I  demand  the  reading 
of  the  papers. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  Has  the  seal  on  that  message 
been  broken  ' 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  will  state  that  the 
document  was  handed  to  him  without  his  knowing 
that  such  a  message  was  about  to  be  presented, 
and  the  Clerk,  accustomed  to  the  same  practice 
in  former  Congresses,  broke  the  seal;  but  that  is 
all  that  has  been  done  with  the  papers. 

Mr.  McCtUEEN.  It  will  be  seen,  by  the  read- 
ing of  the  resolution  and  amendment  now  pending, 
that  direct  reference  is  made  in  them  to  the  docu- 
ments lying  on  the  Clerk's  table,  and  now  mem- 
bers asK  simply  to  have  those  documents  read 
before  thev  are  called  upon  to  vote. 

Mr.  MAXWELL.  1  desire  to  appeal  to  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Orr]  to 
withdraw  his  demand  for  the  reailing  of  those 
papers.  The  President  of  the  United  States  has, 
under  extraordinary  circumstances,  sent  to  us  a 
message, 'which  we  are  bound  to  presume  contains 
important  information  for  this  House.  If  gen- 
tlemen are  so  disposed  to  treat  him  with  discour- 
tesy, that  they  will  not  permit  the  message  to  be 
read,  I  do  tliink  that  no  friend  of  the  President 
should  endeavor  to  get  it  read  by  a  piece  of 
parliamentary  trickery.  I  want  that  the  President 
shall  be  met  in  that  spirit  which  has  brought 
him  into  this  Hall,  believing,  sir,  that  he  has 
sent  that  message  here  because,  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duty,  he  deemed  that  the  interests  of  the 
country  required  that  he  should  send  it  here. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  rise  to  a 
question  of  order.  Has  not  the  previous  question 
been  called,  and  does  not  that  cut  off  debate  ? 

The  CLERK.  The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table 
is  not  debatable. 

Mr,  ORR.  I  ask  the  privilege  of  stating  the 
reason  why  I  have  made  the  demand  for  the  read- 
in^  of  these  papers. 

The  CLEkK.  If  there  be  no  objection,  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  can  proceed. 

Mr.  WHEELER.    I  object. 

The  CLERK.  Objection  being  made,  remarks 
are  not  in  order. 

Mr.  MAXWELL.  It  becomes  a  personal  ex- 
planation now.  I  used  the  word  "  trickery**  in 
my  remarks  Just  now,  which  might  seem  to  im- 
pute to  my  friend  from  South  Carolina  a  dispo- 
sition to  get  the  papers  read  by  a  trick.    I  only  J 


meant  that  we  should  not  avail  ourselves  of  a 
technical  parliamentaiy  rule.  • 

Mr.  ORR.    Mr.  Clerk  

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  Is  debate  in 
order? 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Orr]  rose  to  ask  for  the  reading 
of  the  papers  on  the  table.  The  Clerk  read  the 
parliamentary  law  upon  the  subject,  and  now,  if 

fcntlemen  desire  it,  will  put  that  question  to  the 
louse  for  its  decision. 

Mr.  ORR.  It  will  perhaps  relievo  the  Clerk 
and  the  House  from  some  difficulty,  in  reference 
to  this  matter,  if  gentlemen  will  take  a  distinct 
vote  upon  each  of  the  pending  propositions — the 
propositioii  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
Donn]  and  the  proposition  of  the  erentlemon  fn^m 
North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Clingman.]  ^fhc  disposition 
manifested  to  evade  a  vote  upon  those  propositions 
induced  me  to  call  for  the  reading  of  the  papers. 
If  gentlemen  will  withdraw  the  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table,  and  take  a  direct  vote  upon  the  propo- 
sition of  the  gentleman  from  Irdiana,  as  offered 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Campbeu.l,J  I 
shall  be  satisfied. 

Mr.  FLAGLER.  I  withdraw  the  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table 

Mr.  HUMPHREY  MARSHALL.  I  do  not 
intend  that  my  motion  shall  be  turned  out  in  this 
way,  because  it  is«  distinct  and  substantive.  I 
do  not  want  to  treat  the  President  of  the  Tailed 
States  with  disrespect,  and  therefore  I  wm  not 
vote  for  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  In- 
diana. Nor  do  I  wish,  in  the  present  condition 
of  the  House,  to  have  that  document  read.  I  am 
inclined,  however,  .to  receive  it. 

The  House  will  at  once  take  tlie  distinction.  I 
do  not  want  to  return  the  President's  message  to 
him.  I  do  not  doubt  our  ability  to  receive  it-  I 
want  to  have  no  question  of  privilege  or  duly 
between  the  Presiaent  of  the  United  Slates  ani 
this  House.  I  conceive  that,  although  he  hts 
passed  out  of  the  line  of  precedent,  he  is  still 
within  the  line  of  privilege,  and  within  the  line  of 
constitutional  duty.  He  would  have  had  a  right 
to  come  to  that  ooor  and  say  to  us  as  a  House, 
**I  want  to  confer  with  you,  and  to  announce  to 
you  something  that,  in  my  opinion,  concerns  the 
Union;**  and  had  he  so  come,  we  should  have 
told  him:  "Sir,  we  are  not  yet  organized,  or  i«*a 
condition  to  communicate  with  you,"  but  we 
should  not  have  slammed  the  door  in  his  face,  or 
put  him  outside  of  the  door,  as  the  gentleraan 
from  Indiana  proposes  to  do  by  his  resolution. 
We  should  have  treated  him  with  the  courtesy 
due  to  his  high  station.  Now,  as  1  understand 
myself  to  be  distinctly  in  order,  and  as  I  have 
been  attempting  here  for  an  hour  to  put  my  mo- 
tion in  the  snape  of  an  amendment,  I  propose  now 
to  offer  an  amendment  to  the  amendment. 

The  CLERK,  rinterrupting.)  The  motion 
will  be  in  order  if  tne  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Campbell]  will  withdraw  his  demand  for  the 
previous  question.  "^ 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  No,  sir;  as  I  understand 
that  rule,  it  is  just  as  distinct  as  language  can  put 
it,  that,  after  the  previous  question  is  seconded, 
but  before  the  main  question  is  ordered  to  be  put, 
an  amendment  is  in  order  just  at  that  point,  and 
it  was  for  that  express  reason  that  I  seconded  the 
previous  question,  in  order  that  I  might  have  the 
floor  to  move  the  amendment. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  would  say  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky,  with  liis  permission,  that 
his  object  can  be  attained  when  we  come  to  vote 
on  the  motion  submitted  by  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carohna,  [Mr.  Clingman^  by  calling  for 
a  division  of  the  question.  His  motion,  as  I 
understand  it,  is  to  receive  and  read  the  mes- 
sage. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  No,  sir;  my  motion  is 
only  to  read  it. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Let  me  say  further  that  I 
wish  the  House  would,  by  common  consent, 
a^ee  to  let  us  take  a  direct  vote  upon  the  ques- 
tion, **WiU  the  House  receive  the  message?*' 
I  hope  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  and 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana  will  withdraw  their 
motions  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  The  question  might  be 
put  upon  the  motion  to  receive  the  message,  and 
after  it  is  received  I  will  move  to  lay  it  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.    I  ask  the  genilemenfrom 
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Wc»lh  Carolina  and  Indiana  if  they  will  not 
w^  Adraw  their  propositions,  so  that  a  vote  shall 
taken  distinctly  upon  the  motion  to  receive  ?  Will 
the  gentlemen  a^ee  to  that? 

Nlr.  CLINGMAN.  As  this  matter  will  ttlti- 
znately  be  determined  by  a  majority  of  the 
House,  and  as  1  am  willing  to  expedite  the  action 
of  the  House  in  any  way  1  can,  and  with  a  view  to 
meet  the  wishes  of  gentlemen  upon  the  other  side 
of  the  House,  I  am  willing  to  withdraw  my  mo- 
tion, if  that  will  have  the  effect  to  withdraw  the 
other  motion.  Then  I  will  have  the  privilege 
of  sub«tituting  a  m  tion  that  the  message  be 
received  and  read.  That  question  can  then  be 
divided, and  we  can  h^e  a  vote  upon  both  prop- 
ositions. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  wish  to  call  the  attention 
of  ihe  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr. 
Cliscgman]  «md  the  House  to  this  suggestion. 
Bv  universal  consent  the  gentleman  can  modify 
hjs  motion,  and  provide  simply  that  the  message 
be  received. 

Mr.  ORR.  That  can  be  done  by  unanimous 
consent. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  have  the  right  to  make 
that  modification. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  question  wiil  then  be 
first  upon  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana,  [Mr.  Dunn.] 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio,  the 
House  will  remember,  has  called  the  previous 
question  upon  both  propositions  as  they  stand, 

and 

Mr.  CLINGMAN,  (interrupting. )  I  will  sub- 
stitute the  word  "received,'  in  order  that  no 
gentleman  may be8urpri3fd,and  that  this  House 
naay  act  upon  it  as  a  majority  may  prefer. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  How  then  does  the  question 
stand?' 

Tlie  CLERK.  The  ormnal  proposition  of 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Clikg- 
MANj  is,  that  the  message  of  the  President  be 
received  and  read.  The  proposition  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Dunn,]  which  has  been 
accepted  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
is  that  it  simply  oe  received. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.    I  now  renew  the 
point  of  order  which  I  made  some  time  since 
The  resolution  contemplates  both  the  reception 
and  the  reading.    I  take  a  point  of  order  upon 
that. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maryland.  I  move  to  lay  the 
whole  subject  upon  the  table,  and  though  debate 
is  not  regularly  in  order,  I  will  state  the  object  I 
wish  to  attain. 

The  CLERK.     Debate  is  not  in  order,  except 
by  unanimous  consent.      The  gentleman  will 
proceed,  if  there  is  no  objection. 
•    There  was  no  objection. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  will  now  make  an  explanation 
of  the  object  I  desire  to  attain  by  my  motion. 
A  person  appeared  in  the  House  this  morning, 
announcing  at  the  door  that  he  brought  to  the 
House  a  message  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  That  much  we  all  know.  That 
paper  was  sealed,  Mr.  Clerk,  and  carried  to  your 
desk.  A  motion  was  then  made,  which  has 
been  varied  until  it  is  now  reduced  to  this  defi- 
nite slmpi* — **  I  move  that  the  paper" — nobody 
knows  Its  contents — "be  received  and  read. 
That  motion  is  then  amended  on  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Dunn,]  **  that 
it  be  returned  to  the  person  who  brought  it  here." 
•  I  now  move  that  the  whole  subject  be  laid  upon 
the  table,  for  the  purpose  of  reaching  this  pre- 
cise point.  There  are  two  questions  now  before 
this  House — shall  that  paper  be  received  at  all? 
and  if  it  be  received,  what  disposition  shall  be 
made  of  it?  There  are  a  lar^e  number  of  mem- 
bers of  this  House  who  wish  to  do  neither  the 
one  thing  or  the  other  — who  do  not  desire  to  vote 
upon  the  Question  whether  it  shall  or  shall  not 
be  received.  Now,  if  we  move  to  lay  tlie  whole 
sabject  upon  the  table,  and  that  motion  prevail, 
wLit  will  be  the  condition  of  affairs  ?  Matters 
will  remain  precisely  as  they  are  now.  It  will 
not,  as  some  gentlemen  fear,  be  referring  back 
the  message  to  Uie  President  of  the  United  States. 
It  will  not  be  flinging  back  the  message  into  his 
face.  That  I  do  not  desire  to  do.  It  will  not 
be  driving  members  of  this  House,  contrary  to 


their  wishes,  and  who  do  not  desire  to  receive 
it,  because  it  is  other  business  than  that  of  the 
election  of  a  Speaker,  to  receive  that  paper.  It 
will  not  be  compelling  gentlemen  to  hear  it  read; 
which  can  only  be  done  upon  an  order  of  the 
House — which  would  be  business  in  the  most 
emphatic  sense  of  the  term.  The  only  way  to 
avoid  these  difficulties  is,  to  take  no  action  what- 
ever upon  tlie  subject  at  this  time,  and  to  let  the 
matter  rest  where  it  is. 

Now  the  message  has  not  yet  been  received, 
under  the  motion  to  receive  it — which  is  pending; 
and  until  the  House  shall  vote  to  receive  it,  it  will 
rest  upon  the  proposal  that  it  shall  be  received. 
The  motion,  tnen,whichl  make,  to  lay  the  whole 
subject  upon  the  table,  is  not  a  motion  to  lay  the 
message  upon  the  table — a  message  of  which  no 
one  knows  the  contents — but  a  motion  to  lay  the 
motion  to  receive  upon  the  table.  If  that  shall 
prevail,  then,  as  soon  as  this  House  shall  be  or- 
ganized, or  at  some  subseouent  period,  any  mem- 
ber can  move  that  the  subject  be  taken  from  the 
table.  When  that  motion  shall  be  made  to  take 
it  up,  it  will  be  a  motion — and  I  appeal,  for  the 
correctness  of  mv  remarks,  to  gentlemen  more 
conversant  than  I  am  with  parliamentary  law — 
not  to  go  into  the  consideration  of  the  President's 
message,  but  to  take  up  the  motion  that  it  be  re- 
ceived; and  at  a  subsequent  period  the  House 
can  pass  upon  the  motion;  or,  after  delaying  a  day 
or  two,  until  a  Speaker  shall  be  electea,  it  can  be 
received  and  read  by  unanimous  consent. 

I  therefore  move  that  the  whole  subject  be  laid 
upon  the  table,  and  upon  that  motion  I  call  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  rise  to  a 
question  of  order.  It  is,  that  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  is  not  in  order,  pend- 
ing the  question  of  order  taken  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Campbell.]  It  seems  to  me, 
also,  that  we  shall,  substantially,  arrive  at  the 
same  result  as  that  desired  by  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  by  action  upon  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  is  in  order: 
upon  that  motion  he  has  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  ORR.      Is  not    the   first   question    the 

Question  of  order  raised  by  the  gentleman  from 
►hio  ? 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  is  first  in  order. 

Mr.  ORR.  What  was  the  precise  question 
raised  by  the  gentleman  from  Maine  ? 

The  CLERK.  That  inasmuch  as  a  point  of 
order  was  pending  when  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  was  made,  that  motion 
was  out  of  order.  The  yeas  and  nays  have  been 
ordered  upon  the  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  ORR.  If  it  is  intended  to  avoid  a  direct 
vote  upon  the  question,  tuid  gentlemen  do  not 
like  to  take  the  responsibility  of  receiving  the 
message,  I  must  again  ask  for  the  reading  of  the 
papers.     [Cries  of  "Good,"  and  "  Stick  to  it!"] 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  asks  for  the  reading  of  the  papers. 

Mr.  STANTON.     I  object. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  wish  to  under- 
stand what  I  am  called  to  vote  upon.  I  under- 
stand the  question  to  be  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  to  lay  the  whole  subject 
upon  the  table. 

The  CLERK.    That  is  the  question. 

Mr.  JONES.  If  that  motion  prevails,  I  take  it 
that  it  carries  the  message  and  all  the  papers  to 
the  table.  But  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land, if  his  motion  prevails,  where  does  he  leave 
the  message  ?  At  tne  door  ?  And  after  we  shall 
have  organized  by  the  election  of  a  Speaker,  and 
a  motion  is  made  to  take  up  the  motion  which 
he  desires  to  lay  upon  the  table,  what  shall  we 
have  to  take  up?  Why,  sir,  the  message  is  here 
in  our  possession,  and  we  have  been  quarreling 
all  this  time  about  what  we  shall  do  with  it,  and 
we  have  got  to  get  clear  of  it  and  dispose  of  it. 

Mr.  DA  VIS.  Where  is  that  paper  now  ?  In 
this  House,  or  at  the  door? 

Mr.  JONES.  I  ask  the  gentleman  if  it  is  not 
in  this  House,  where  is  it? 

Mr.  DAVIS.  It  is  here  in  the  possession  of 
the  House  for  its  consideration,  but  it  has  not 
yet  been  roceived;  otherwise,  the  motion  to  re- 
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ceive  is  an  absurdity,  which  the  l^rned  lawyir 
from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Clin(.  ian]  would 
never  have  submitted  to  this  body.  It  is  enui'-ly 
an  ambiguity  in  thie  use  of  words,  it  strikes  me, 
which  creates  all  the  difficulty.  The  paper  has 
been  brought  here;  it  is  laid  before  tnis  body; 
and  the  question  is,  wh<;therthis  body  shall  now 
receive  it?  The  motion  I  make  is  to  lay  that 
question  on  the  table,  and  leave  he  message 
where  it  now  is,  pending  before  this  "►dy,  on  the 
Question  whether  it  be  or  be  not  rer  ived.  And 
then,  at  any  subsequent  day,  that  r.  ^rion  can  be 
called  up  from  the  table,  and  will  .s  id  just  ex- 
actly wnere  it  stands  now.  It  is  in  he  House. 
[Great  uproar  in  the  Hall,  and  cri< 
the  paper!"] 

Mr.  ORR.  With  a  view,  Mr.  Cle 
a  direct  vote  on  the  question  of  re; 
that  that  question  be  put  to  the  H 
that  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
to  require  that  the  paper  be  read  ? 

The   CLERK.    The  gentleman 
Carolina  has  a  ri^ht  to  require  that  the  paper  be 
read,  the  Clerk  thinks. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  And  it  is  for  the  House  to 
decide  that  question. 

Mr.  WHEELER,  (at  three  o'cl  )ck,  p.  m.) 
I  move  that  the  House  do  now  adjoMrn;  and  on 
that  motion  1  call  for  the  yeas  and  n.ys.  [Loud 
cries  of,  "Oh,  no!'*  "  Withdraw  th.t  motion."] 

Mr.  WHEELER.    Well,  I  withdraw  it. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  will  ag  lin  read,  for 
the  information  of  the  House,  that  portioji  of  the 
Manual  which  refers  to  reading  papers,  fVom 
which  the  House  will  see  that  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  Orr]  has  a  riglit  to  call  for 
the  reading  of  the  papers.  [Loud  cries  of, 
"Read,  read!"]  I  read  from  page  93  of  the 
Manual. 

The  CLERK  proceeded  and  read  as  follows: 

"  Where  papers  are  laid  before  the  House,  or  referred  to 
a  committee,  every  mombpr  has  a  right  to  hnve  thfm  once 
read  at  the  table  before  he  can  be  compelled  to  vote  on 
them ;  but  it  is  a  great,  though  common,  error  to  suppoee 
that  he  has  right,  totie$  quotie$f  to  have  act:^,  journals,  ac- 
countd^  or  papurij  on  the  table,  read  iadepetidently  ot^  the 
will  of  the  House." 

Mr.  COLFAX.    Will  the  Clerk  read  the  con- 
tinuation of  that  paragraph  ? 
The  CLERK  continued  to  read  as  follows: 

"  There  is,  indeed,  «o  manifest  a  propriety  of  permitting 
everj'  member  to  have  as  much  information  as  possible  on 
every  question  on  which  he  has  to  vote,  that  when  he  de- 
sires the  reading,  if  it  be  wen  that  it  is  really  for  informa^ 
tion  and  not  tor  df^lay,  tiie  Speaker  directs  it  to  be  read 
without  putting  a  qu(':«iion,  if  no  one  objects;  but  if  ob- 
jected to,  a  question  must  be  put.*' 

Mr.  COLFAX.  Then  I  ask  that  the  question 
be  put. 

The  CLERK  proceeded  to  put  the  question 
whether  the  papers  should  be  read. 

Mr.  ORR.  Do  I  understand  that  the  question 
is  to  be  submitted  to  the  House  whetlier  the  mes- 
sage shall  be  road  ? 

The  CLERK.    Yes. 

Mr.  ORR.  Then  I  ask  those  who  are  in  favor 
of  having  the  message  read,  to  make  this  a  test 
question.  By  this  means  we  will  get  at  what  we 
want.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  GROW.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order  on 
the  call  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Does  not 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
[Mr.  Davis]  take  precedence  of  that  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina?  [Loud  cries  of 
"No,  no!*n 

The  CLERK.  I  will  answer  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois,  with  the  permission  of  Uie  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  who  rises  to  a  point  of 
order. 

Mr.OROW      Certainly. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  that  the  re- 
quest of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
involving  the  right  of  a  member  on  this  floor, 
takes  precedence  of  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland;  that  is,  that  it  will  have  to  be 
decided  by  the  House,  before  they  proceed  to 
vote  on  the  motion  to  lay  the  question  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  GROW.  The  point  of  order  which  I 
submit  is  this:  that  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  cannot  call  for  the  reading  of  papers 
under  this  parliamentary  law  that  has  been  read. 
That  law  only  refers  to  cases  where  papers  have 
been  laid  before  the  House;  there,  members  can 
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call  for  their  reading.  But  the  question  hero  is 
as  to  the  reception  of  the  papers.  They  are  not 
laefore  the  House  for  its  action,  but  on  the  simple 
question,  "  Shall  they  be  received?*'  Members 
have  been  talkinj^here  about  these  papers  having 
been  received.  How  have  they  been  received? 
Why,  a  person  comes  into  this  Hall  who  has 
no  more  right  to  make  his  appearance  here  than 
any  one  ot  our  constituents;  he  is  recognized  by 
the  Clerk, and  proposes  to  present  a  paper.  That 
paper  is  not  received  by  this  House,  until  the 
presiding  officer  asks  whether  tliere  is  any  objec- 
tion to  receive  it.  If  there  be  any  objection  to 
its  reception,  then  the  question  comes  up  on  itt* 
being  received;  and  unui  it  is  received,  no  mem- 
ber can  ask  for  its  reading.  Under  this  parlia- 
mentary law,  it  is  provided  that,  where  papers  are 
laid  before  the  Houscj  a  member  has  a  right  to  call 
for  the  reading  of  them.  But  that  is  not  the  case 
here.    No  paper  has  been  laid  before  the  House. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  The  gentleman  from  Peiui- 
sylvania  [Mr.  Grow]  is  altogether  under  a  mis- 
apprehension in  this  matter.  The  first  question 
that  comes  up  is  not  tipon  the  receiving  of  the 
message;  it  is  upon  returnini^  it  to  the  President's 
Secretary,  and  allowing  him  to  carry  it  home 
with  him.  That  is  the  first  question.  And  when 
gentlemen  undertake  to  say  that  it  is  a  question 
of  the  reception  of  the  message,  they  arc  mis- 
taken. The  question  comes  up  on  a  resolution, 
on  which  they  promised  to  give  us  a  direct  vote, 
and  on  which  they  are  not  now  willing  to  come 
out  and  vote  directly. 

Several!  Members.  Well,  let  us  vote,  then. 
.  Mr.  ORR.  I  desire  that  the  proposition  shall 
be  submitted  to  the  House,  "  Snail  the  paper  be 
read?"  and  I  ask.those  in  favor  of  the  readmg  of 
the  message  to  vote  for  that  measure  as  a  test 
question— [cries  of  "That's  right!"] — and  on  it 
1  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  CLINQMAN.  1  rise  to  a  question  of 
privilege,  and  I  think  it  is  my  right  to  do  so.  I 
proposed  to  modify  my  resolution,  in  the  hope 
that  we  could  get  action  upon  tlie  message.  'Now, 
inasmuch  as  that  modification  has  only  led  to 
confusion,!  desire  that  the  resolution  shall  stand 
as  originally  made,  and  that  was,  that  the  message 
be  read.  There  has  been  no  action  taken  upon 
it,  and  therefore  I  have  a  right  to  change  my  res- 
olution into  its  original  form. 

Mr.  KENNETT.  1  wish  to  know,  Mr.  Clerk, 
whether  it  is  possible  to  have  a  paper  read  which 
is  not  first  received  and  acknowledged  to  be  in 
the  possession  of  the  House?  I  wish  to  know 
whether  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  can 
force  the  reading  of  it,  or  force  a  direct  vote  on 
the  reading  of  that  paper  to  this  House,  before 
we  have  first  had  an  opportunity  to  say  whether 
we  will  or  will  not  receive  it?  Now,  let  us  talk 
no  more;  but  let  the  question  go  on  the  direct 
reception  of  the  paper,  and  then  on  the  reading. 

Mr.  ORR.  The  first  proposition  before  trie 
House — submitted  by  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  [Mr.  Clingman] — 'is  that  the  message 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  read. 
The  gentleman  modified  it^ — that  it  be  received 
and  read — but  has  since  chan^^ed  that  modifica- 
tion, and  restored  it  to  itsorigmal  form,  and  that 
he  had  a  right  to  do.  "Shall  the  message  be 
read  ?"  is  the  first  proposition.  To  that  an  amend- 
ment is  off'ered  by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana, 
[Air.  Dunn,]  that  the  packages  delivered  to  the 
Clerk  this  morning,  purporting:  to  be  a  message 
from  the  President  of  trie  United  States,  be  re- 
turned. These  are  the  two  propositions  before 
the  House.  Both  of  them  refer  directly  to  the 
paper  which  is  on  your  desk,  Mr.  Clerk.  A  mo- 
tion is  then  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land [Mr.  Davis]  to  lay  tlic  whole  subject  gn  the 
table.  That  carries  with  it  the  packages,  or  the 
message,  under  either  of  the  resolutions.  And, 
.before  voting  on  that  proposition,  I  claim,  as  a 
matter  of  privilege  as  a  member  of  this  House, 
that  the  papers  shall  be  read,  so  that  we  may 
know  how  to  vote.  I  claim  that  privilege;  and  1 
claim  that  the  question  shall  be  submitted  to  the 
the  House,  under  the  clause  of  the  Manual  which 
was  referred  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana, 
[Mr.  DuxN.]  And  I  ask  that  those  who  are  in 
favor  of  the  reading  of  the  message  shall  make  it 
a  test  question. 

I  do  this,  Mr.  Clerk,  for  the  reason  that  there 
is  an  indisposition  manifested  here  to  vote  a  direct 
vote.    If  gentlemen  will  come  up  square  to  the 


mark,  and  vote  first  on  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Dunn,]  and  if  that  is 
rejected,  then  vote  upon  the  proposition  of  the 

fsntleman  from  Nortti  Carolina,  [MrCuNGMAK,! 
will  make  no  objection.  But  if  gentlemen  will 
not  come  to  a  direct  vole,  I  claim  that  the  ques- 
tion shall  be  submitted  to  the  House,  whether  I 
have  not  a  right  to  demand  the  reading  of  these 
papers.     [Cries  of  **  Call  the  roll ! "] 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  Mr.  Qerk,  I  have 
several  times  submitted  a  question  of  order  which 
goes  to  the  foundation  of  this  whole  proceeding. 
I  again  renew  the  question  of  order,  and,  of 
course,  it  must  be  the  first  question  submitted  to 
the  House,  and  the  first  voted  upon.  Gentlemen 
cannot  demand  the  reading  of  anything;  they 
caniiot  have  any  paper  read  until  that  question  is 
settled.  I  again  make  the  point  I  originally  made, 
that  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  [Mr.CLixoMAN,]  upon  which  this  whole 
proceeding  is  predicated,  is  out  of  order. 

A  Member.     What  proposition? 

Mr,  CAMPBELL.  The  proposition  that  the 
paper  sent  to  the  House  from  the  President  be 
read.  [Great  confusion.  Criesof** That's  right!** 
** Stick  to  it!"  "Too  late!'*] 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  gentleman  is  too  late 
to  renew  that  point  of  order. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    Mr.  Clerk,  this  House  is 

yet  unorganized.    We  have [Cries  of  **0r- 

Ser!"  and  great  confusion.] 

Mr.  HOUSTON.     I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  am  upon  the  floor  speaking 
to  a  point  of  order. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  But  the  gentleman  cannot 
raise  his  point  of  order  at  this  stao^e  of  the  pro- 
ceedings. He  withdrew  it,  and  the  House  has 
f>assed  from  the  consideration  of  it.  It  is  too 
ate. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  have  the 
floor,  and  do  not  yield  it.  I  have  the  ri^ht  to 
renew  my  question  of  order  at  any  time  before 
the  vote  is  taken  upon  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina.  It  is  not  too  late.  I 
insist  upon  it  as  stated ;  and  I  now  call  for  the 
previous  question  upon  it,  and  demand  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

Mr.  RUST.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order.  I 
want  to  know  if  the  point  of  order  renewed  by 
tlie  gentleman  from  Onio  has  been  entertained  ? 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  first 
made  his  point  of  order  when  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  submitted  his  motion.  He 
afterwards  withdrew  it,  and  again  renewed  it 
before  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Davis] 
moved  to  lav  the  whole  subject  on  the  table. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  must  be  allowed  to  ex- 
press my  surprise 

Mr.  RUST.    I  have  the  floor. 

[A  dozen  other  gentlemen  also  claimed  the  floor, 
and  commenced,  all  at  the  same  time,  to  speak 
at  the  top  of  their  voices.] 

The  CLERK.  It  is  impossible  for  the  Clerk 
to  hear  what  is  going  on,  unless  gentlemen  will 
take  their  seats  and  preserve  order. 

Mr.  RUST.  Will  the  Clerk  allow  me  to  say, 
that  the  question  of  order  now  raised  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  cannot  be  entertained,  if  for 
no  other  reason,  because  there  is  one  question  of 
orderalready  pending,  and  two  questions  of  order 
cannot  be  pending  at  the  same  time.  A  question 
was  raised  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
[Mr.  Grow,j  which  has  not  yet  been  decided. 

The  CLERK.  Does  the  Clerk  understand  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  to  insist  upon  his 
question  of  order? 

Mr.  GROW.    No,  sir;  I  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  RUST.  The  question  of  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  was  certainly  pending  when 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  renewed  his,  and,  there- 
fore, the  question  raised  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  could  not  be  entertained. 

Mr.  GROW.  I  withdraw  the  question  of 
ordered  raised  by  me,  and  submit  the  question 
raised  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  that  the  mo- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  could 
not  l>e  entertained. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  again  raise  my  objection 
that  the  question  of  order  comes  too  late,  and 
cannot  be  entertained.  The  gentleman  from 
Ohio  raised  his  point  of  order  at  the  proper  time, 
when  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  was  originally  submitted.  But  he  sub- 
sequently withdrew  Ids  point.    He  abandoned 


the  field,  and  the  House  proceeded  from  the  poi^. 
Amendments  were  proposed  to  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Nortn  Carolina  and  are  now 
pending,  and  I  must  insist  that  it  .is  too  late  to 
raise  the  question  again.  By  his  withdrawal  be 
virtually  yielded  the  point,  and  he  cannot  renew 
it  at  this  stage  of  tne  proceedings.  The  plea 
that  it  is  only  a  renewal  amounts  to  nothing:  the 
question  stands  the  samie  as  if  the  question  had 
now  been  made  for  the  first  time. 

Mr.'  McMULLIN.  While  we  are  here  dis- 
cussing the  Question,  whether  the  reading  of  the 
message  shall  proceed,  it  is  already  being  read 
in  a  coordinate  Dranch  of  Congress. 

Mr.  SAGE.     I  call  the  gentleman  to  ordej". 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  Sir,  such  is  the  disorgan- 
ization of  this  House  that 

A  Member.  How  do  you  know  the  message 
is  bein^  read  in  the  Senate  ? 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  Because  I  have  just  come 
from  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol,  and  I  heard 
the  document  read. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  What  is  it? 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  will  not  have  mv  time 
consumed  by  such  interruptions.  I  say  I  have 
just  come  from  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol,  and 
the  message  of  the  President  now  lymg  upon 
your  table  is  there  being  read.  I  submit  that  it 
18  too  late  for  questions  of  order  to  be  raised  in 
this  House  as  to  the  reading.  What  is  to  be  ac- 
complished by  it  ?  You  cannot  prevent  the  con- 
tents of  the  message  from  going  to  the  public.  It 
is  already  before  the  Senate,  and  it  will  go  to  the 
country  in  spite  of  anything  the  House  can  do  to 
prevent  it. 

[While  Mr.  McM.  was  making  the  above 
remarks  on  one  side  of  the  Hall,  the  following 
discussion  took  place  on  the  other:] 

Mr.  BALL.  Mr.  Clerk,  is  this  discussion  in 
order  ? 

The  CLERK.    The  Clerk  thinks  it  is. 

Mr.  BALL.  What  is  the  question  before  the 
House  ? 

The  CLERK.  It  is  upon  a  question  of  order. 
The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Orr] 
demanded  that  the  papers  sent  in  this  morning 
be  read.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Camp- 
bell] also  renewed  his  question  of  order,  that  the 
original  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Car- 
olina could  not  be  received. 

Mr.  BALL  I  understand ;  but  must  not  those 
questions  of  order  be  decided  without  debate  ? 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  that  questions 
of  order  are  debatable. 

Mr.  BALL.  Is  there  not  a  motion  pending  to 
lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table  ? 

The  CLERK.    There  is. 

Mr.  BALL.  Then  no  debate  is  in  order.  I 
object  to  any  debate  that  is  not  strictly  in  order. 

The  CLERK,  (Mr.  McMcllin  still  speaking.) 
The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Ball]  having 
raised  the  objection,  the  Clerk  must  decide  that 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  is  out  of  order. 

Air.  McMULLIN.  Why,  I  should  like  to 
know  who  raised  that  point  of  order  upon  me,  and 
upon  what  principle?    [Laughter.] 

The  CLERK.  The  objection  was  raised  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  for  the  reason  that  no 
debate  is  in  order  upon  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table,  which  motion  is  pending  before  the  House. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  Well,  sir,  I  will  not  trouble 
the  House  further  if  objection  is  made. 

The  CLERK.  The  question  now  is  upon  the 
demand  made  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Car- 
olina that  the  papers  be  read. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  Plas  theques- 
tion  been  taken  upon  the  point  of  order  raised 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Campbell,] 
that  the  original  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  is  not  in  order? 

The  CLERK  thinks  that,  the  point  of  order 
having  been  withdrawn  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  and  not  renewed  by  him  until  the  House 
had  passed  from  the  subject,  and  amendmenta 
oflfered,  and  a  motion  made  to  lay  on  the  table, 
it  is  now  too  late  to  renew  it. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  understood  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  to  renew  his  point  before  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  moved  to  lay  the  subject 
on  the  table. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  understood  him  to 
withdraw  it. 

Mr.  CARLILE.  What  do  I  understand  to 
be  the  question  before  the  House  ? 
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^he  CLERK.  It  is  upon  the  request  of  the 
^ntlemau  from  South  Carolina  that  the  message 
be  read- 

^  Mr.  CARLILE.    Upon  that  I  move  the  pre- 
Tious  question. 

Mr.  GREEJPnVOOD  made  a  remark  that  was 
not  heard  by  the  reporter. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  must  state  that  no 
debate  is  in  order. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  I  am  not  goin^  to  de- 
bate. No  one,*  I  ima^ne,  looking  at  this  Hall 
at  this  moment,  would  be  inclined  to  debate  any- 
thing, with  such  confusion.  [Loud  calls  to  or- 
der.] It  is  known  that  I  am  a  very  modest 
young  man.  [Laughter,  calls  to  order,  and  con- 
fusion.] I  scarcely  ever  participate  in  the  dis- 
eusions  of  this  House  at  all.  I  rise  now  simply 
to  make  an  inquiry  as  to  the  state  of  the  question 
before  tlie  House.  I  will  state  it  as  I  understand 
it,  and  the  Clerk  will  correct  me  if  I  am  in  error. 
First  and  foremost,  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  submitted  his  motion,  and  then  modi- 
fied it,  as  he  had  the  right  to  do.  Subsequently, 
he  modified  it  again,  whi<^  he  also  had  a  right  to 
do.  In  the  mean  time,  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Campbell]  introduced  a  proposition  as  an 
amf'ndment  to  that  of  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  in  the  nature  of  a  substitute.  He  then 
called  the  previous  question.  Pending  the  call 
for  the  previous  question,  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  [Mr.  Davis]  moved  to  lay  the  whole 
subject  on  the  table.  Fending  that  proposition 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Orr] 
demanded  the  reading  of  the  message,  when  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  again  renewed  the  question 
of  order  which  he  originally  made,  that  the  prop- 
osition of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  was 
out  oi^  order. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  But  the  Clerk  decided  that 
the  point  of  order  was  raised  too  late. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  I  understand  the  first 
proposition  before  the  House,  then,  to  be  decided 
IB  upon  the  request  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  that  the  papers  which  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  moves  to  lay  upon  the  table  shall 
be  read. 

Several  Members.    That  is  right. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  Why,  do  I  un- 
derstand  that  my  question  is  not  before  the 
House? 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  decided  that,  inas- 
much as  the  question  of  order  was  not  raised 
until  after  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  had 
moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  tnc  table,  it 
came  too  late. 

Mr.  ORR  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  CARLILE.  The  previous  question  has 
been  called,  and  no  debate  is  in  order  until  it  is 
ascertained  whether  or  not  it  is  to  receive  a  sec- 
ond. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  second  the  call  for  the 
previous  question.  It  only  requires  one  member 
to  second  it,  as  I  understand? 

The  CLERK.    That  is  all. 

Mr.  GROW.  I  rise  to  ask  the  Clerk  for  in- 
formation. Is  the  question  to  be  now  put  on  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Orr,]  that  the  papers  be  now  read? 

The  CLERK.  That  is  the  question  o»  which 
it  is  asked  that  the  main  question  shall  be  now 
put. 

Mr.  GROW.  I  raise  the  point  of  order,  that 
the  motion  is  not  in  order  until  it  has  been  de- 
termined whether  or  not  tlie  message  shall  be  re- 
ceived. 

The  CLERK.  There  is  a  question  of  order 
now  pending  of  nearly  the  same  character.  [Loud 
cries  of  "  (Question !  **  "  Debate  is  out  of  order !  *' 
"  Let  U8  vote . "]  Shall  the  main  question  be  now 
put? 

Mr.  WHEELER.  What  is  the  question  on 
which  it  is  asked  that  the  main  question  shall  be 
now  put? 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Orr]  asks  that  the  papers  be  read. 
On  that  the  question  is  raised,  shall  the  papers 
be  read  ?  This  question  is  put  to  the  House,  and 
on  it  the  previous  question  has  been  called  and 
seconded.    Shall  tlie  main  question  be  now  put? 

Mr.  SNEED.  What  will  be  the  eflfect  of  or- 
dering the  main  question  to  be  now  put? 

The  CLERK.  It  will  be  to  bring  the  House 
to  a  direct  vote  on  the  motioa  that  the  message 
be  read. 


Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  demand  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  Is  it  too  late  to 
malce  my  point  of  order  on  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina?  The  gentleman  proposes  that 
there  shall  be  read  a  paper  purporting  to  be  the 
message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States;  I 
make  the  point  that  we  have  no  power  to  transact 
business  until  we  are  organized. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  is  out  of  order.  [Cries  of 
"Order!  order!*'] 

Mr.  HUMPHREY  MARSHALL.  Is  not 
the  question  whether  the  paper  shall  be  received 
or  not?  How  do  you  manage  to  get  a  paper 
read  that  has  not  been  received  ?  Is  then^  any 
parliamentary  rule  for  such  a  proceeding?  [Cries 
of  **  ducstion!  question  !**] 

The  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now  put. 

Mr.  HUMPHREY  MARSHALL.  I  rise  to 
a  point  of  order,  thata  paper  cannot  be  read  until 
it  has  been  received. 

Mr.  ORR.  The  papers  lu-e  referred  to  in  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  The  papers 
have  never  been  received  by  the  House.  They 
were  objected  to  from  the  start. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  That  is  matter  for  argu- 
ment. 

The  CLERK.  The  House  has  practically  de- 
cided the  question  for  itself,  and  that  is,  that  the 
papers  are  more  or  less  in  the  possession  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  We  have  been  discussing 
here  the  whole  day  whether  they  shall  be  received 
or  not.  [Cries  of  **  Order !"  "  Debate  is  out  of 
order.'*]  I  have  no  idea  of  any  parliamentary 
tactics  ty  which  these  papers,  having  been  ob- 
jected to  from  the  first,  can  be  considered  to  be 
m  the  possession  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BARKSDALE.  I  call  the  gentleman  to 
order. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  That  paper 
is  not  in  our  possession,  and  I  would  ask  gentle- 
men how  it  is  to  be  read  if  it  is  not  in  our  pos- 
session ? 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Greorgia.  What  was  the  last 
question  on  which  we  voted  ?  Was  it  not  that  the 
main  question  be  now  put?  to  wit:  shall  these 
papers  be  read?  The  House  has  ordered  the 
main  question  to  be  now  put.  Everything  is  out 
of  order  until  that  order  of  the  House  is  exe- 
cuted. [Cries  of  "Call  the  roll!**  "Order!** 
"Go  on  with  the  vote!'*] 

Mr.  EMRIE.  I  ask  whether  it  is  in  order  for 
any  member  to  ask  for  the  reading  of  papers  not 
in  our  possession,  and  especially  in  our  present 
disorganized  condition  ? 

Mr.  ORR.  The  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Campbell]  refers  to  those  papers,  and 
I  ask  that  they  may  be  read  before  I  vote,  so  tliat 
I  may  vote  intelligently. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia.  Let  the  order  of  the 
House  be  executed.  Let  the  main  question  be 
now  put. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  move  to  re- 
consider the  vote  by  which  the  main  question 
was  ordered  to  be  now  put. 

Mr.  COBB.  That  motion  cannot  be  enter- 
tained. There  is  no  such  motion  known  to  par- 
liamentary law. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.     I  move,  then,  to  rescind. 

Mr.  COBB.  The  motion  to  rescind  is  not  a 
privileged  question,  and  none  but  a  privileged 
question  can  interfere  with  the  execution  of  the 
order  of  the  House,  that  the  main  question  be 
now  put.  [Loud  cries  of  "  Call  the  roll  !**  "  Or- 
der !*T 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  that 
the  message  be  read,  and  it  was  disagreed  to — 
yeas  87,  nays  126;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay,  BarksdaIo#Bel], 
Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce,  BroolU,  Cadwalader,  John  V. 
Campbell,  Carlilc,  Caruthers,  Caskic,  Clin^man,  Howell 
Cobb,  Willinnison  R.  W.  Cobb,  Cox,  Craige,  Crawford, 
Cullen,  Davidson,  Denver,  Dowdell,  Edmundson,  Elliott, 
Enztiiiih,  EUioridge,  Eustis,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Thomaa 
J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode,  Greenwood,  Aui;ustUH  Hall,  Sampeon 
VV.  Harris,  Thomaa  L.  Harris,  Herbert,  Houston,  Jewett, 
George  VV.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Kelly,  KidwcU, 
Knight,  Letcher,  Lumpkin,  Alexander  K.  Marshall,  Sam- 
.uel  S.  Marshall,  Maxwell,  MeMullin,  McQueen,  Smith 
Miller,  Millson,  Nichols,  Andrew  Oliver,  Mordecai  Oliver, 
Orr,  Peek,  Powell,  Quitman,  Ready,  Richardson,  Rivers, 
Rumn,  Ruf!t,  Handid{^,  Savage,  Seward,  Shorter,  Samuel 
A.  Smith,  VVillinm  Smith,  Snced,  Stephens,  Stewarl#ray- 
lor,  Tburaton,  Trippe,  lyson,  Uuderwood,  Vail,  Walker, 
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Warner,  Watkina,  Wells,  Winsloftr,  and  John  V.  Wright— 
87. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Albright,  Allison,  Ball,  Banks,  Barbour, 
Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  Billingliurst,  Bingham,  Bishop, 
Bliss,  Bradnhaw,  Brenton,  Broom,  Bumngton,  Burlingsmie. 
James  H.  Campbell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Clmffee,  Bayard 
Clark,  Ezra  Clark,  Clawson,  Colfax,  Comins,  Covode, 
<;ra2iH,  Cumback,  Damrell,  Henry  Winter  Davis.  Tunotliy 
Davis,  Day,  Dean,  De  Witt,  Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd,  Dunn, 
Durfee,  E<lwards,  Emrie,  Flagler,  Foster,  Henry  M.  Fuller, 
Galloway,  Giddings,  Gilbert,  Granger,  Grow,  Robert  B. 
Hall,  Harian,  J.  Morrison  Harriis,  Harrison,  Haven,  Hollo- 
way.  Thomas  R.  Horton,  Valentine  B.  Horton,  Howard, 
HughRion,  Kennett,  King,  Knapp,  Knowlton,  Knox,  Kun- 
kel.  Lake,  Leiter,  Lindley,  Mace,  Humphrey  Marshall, 
Matie>*on,  McCarty,  Meacham,  KilUan  Miller,  Moore,  Mor- 
gan, Morrill,  Mott,  Murray,  Norton,  Paine,  Parker,  Pearce, 
Pelton,  Pennington,  Perr>',  Peliit,  Pike,  Porter,  Pringic, 
Purvianeo,  Purycar,  Reade,  Ritchie,  Bobbins,  Robison, 
Sabin,  Sage,  Sapp,  Scott,  Simmons,  William  R.  Smith, 
Spinner,  Stanton,  Stranahan,  Swope,  Tappan,  Thorington, 
Todd,  Trafton,  Valk,  Wade,  Wakeman,  Walbridge,  Wal- 
dron,  Cailwalader  C.  Washbume,  Ellihu  B.  Washbume, 
Israel  Washburn,  Watson,  Welch,  Wheeler,  Whitney, 
Wood,  Woodruff,  Woodworth,  and  ZoUicofier—ia6. 

So  the  House  refused  to  have  the  message  read. 

Previous  to  the  announcement  of  the  above 
vote,  the  following  proceedinj^s  took  place: 

Mr.  DAVIDSON,  when  his  name  was  called, 
rose,  and  asked  to  be  allowed  to  explain  the 
reasons  for  his  vote;  whereupon  he  said:  I  find 
under  the  third  section  of  the  second  article^of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  this  em- 

ghatic  language:  "He  [the  Piresident  of  the  United 
tales]  shall  from  time  to  time  give  to  the  Con- 
gress mformation  of  the  state  of  the  Union.** 
This  section  of  this  article  mak^  the  President 
of  the  United  States  the  judge  of  the  time  he 
shall  give  the  information  he  possesses  of  the 
state  of  the  Uriion  to  Confess.  This  House  is 
now,  by  the  course  it  is  this  day  pursuing,  con- 
stituting itself  the  judge  of  the  time  the  President 
is  to  communicate,  which  is  a  direct  invasion  of 
the  right  guarantied  by  the  Constitution  to  tho 
President  of  the  United  States  in  this  most  im- 
portant prerogative;  wherefore  I  find  myself  con- 
strained to  vote  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  LAKE,  when  his  name  was  called,  said: 
Mr.  Clerk,  I  admit  that  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the 
President,  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  to  eommunicate  with  Congress  from  time 
to  time  on  the  state  of  th6  country.  I  was  in 
favor  of  receiving  the  message  and  having  it  read. 
But  the  question  has  someMniat  changed  from  its 
first  aspect.  The  message  has  not  been  received 
by  the  House.  It  has  been  presented,  but  not  re- 
ceived; and  I  am  asked  to  vote  that  it  shall  be 
read  before  it  has  been  received.  In  this  attitude 
of  the  question  I  am  compelled  to  vote  no. 

Mr.  TAPPAN,  when  his  name  was  called,  rose 
and  said:  1  tried  to  get  the  floor  during  the  debate 
preliminary  to  the  taking  of  the  present  vote  in 
order  that  I  might  state  the  exact  position  which 
I  occupied  on  this  question.  If  it  be  in  order,  I 
should  like  to  avail  myself  of  that  privilege  at  this 
time,  and  when  I  am  called  onto  vote  in  response 
to  the  call  of  niy  name. 

The  CLERK.  If  there  be  no  objection,  the 
gentleman  will  proceed. 

There  was  no  objection. 

Mr.  TAPPAN.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  object  to  the  re- 
ception and  the  reading  of  the  message  of  the 
President  at  this  time,-  because  by  so  doing  I  lend 
my  favor  to  the  establishment  of  a  new  precedent. 
Tnis  Administration  has  been  somewhat  remark- 
able in  the  establishment  of  new  precedents.  It 
has,  in  my  judgment,  already  broken  down  too 
many  of  the  great  landmarks  fixed  for  our  action 
by  tne  fathers  of  the  Republic.  I  do  not  now, 
as  I  have  said,  propose  to  lend  my  vote  to  the 
establishment  or  another,  and,  it  may  be,  a  dan- 
gerous precedents-one  that  may  be  used  hereafter 
against  the  privileges  of  this  House. 

I  believe  that  we  are  now  a  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  certain  purposes,  but  not  a  House 
for  the  transaction  of  business.  The  question 
now  is  in  regard  to  an  organization.  1  under- 
stand the  law  to  be  clear  and  emphatic  that  the 
*•  first  business'*  to  be  done  is  **  the  choice  of  a 
Speaker,*'  and  that  until  a  Speaker  be  chosen 
**  no  other  business  can  be  transacted.**  Then 
we  are  narrowed  down  to  the  inquiry,  whether 
the  reception  and  reading  of  the  message  is  or  is 
not  "business?**  The  very  reception  and  read- 
ing of  the  document  presupposes  action  on  the 
part  of  this  body.  If  the  House  can  order  tho 
mcssa^  to  be  read,  why  can  they  not  order  it  to 
be  prmted?  If  we  can  order  it  to  be  printed, 
cannot  we  then  do  any  other  aet  of  legislation 
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previous  to  the  organization?  "Wc  may  receive 
a  bill  from  the  Senate,  and  proceed  with  the  or- 
dinary legislation  of  the  country. 

I  vote  against  the  reading  of  the  message  for 
another  reason.  I  want  the  responsibility  for 
the  present  disorganization  of  the  House  to  be 
placed  where  it  belongs.  It  does  not  rest  on  the 
great  majority,  who  propose  to  go  on  with  the 
votinsj  untU  a  Speaker  is  elected  and  the  House 
organized.  No,  sir;  it  is  with  those  who,  though 
in  the  minority,  declare  that  they  have  nailed 
their  flag  to  the  mast,  and  that  they  will  not  re- 
cede from  the  position  they  have  assumed  in  their 
caucus.  It  is  wiih  them,  with  those  who  wish 
to  force  the  majority  to  come  to  them.  I  want 
it  to  go  out  to  the  country  that  the  responsibility 
for  this  long  delay  in  the  organization  of  the 
House  is  with  the  Administration.     I  vote  no. 

Mr.  WALKER,  when  his  name  was  called, 
rose  and  .^d:  Mr.  Clerk,  before  I  cast  my  vote, 
I  desire  to  make  one  or  two  remarks.  I  nappcn 
to  belong  to  an  unfortunate  class  of  persons  on 
this  floor,  who,  from  the  feebleness  of  their  voice, 
or  the  smallness  of  their  stature,  and  despite  the 
most  persistent  eflbrts,  always  fail  either  to  reach 
the  ear  or  to  attract  the  eye  of  the  present  pre- 
siding officer  of  the  House.  It  was  my  desire, 
»«r,  and  my  intention ,  when  the  debate  first  opened 
on  the  power  of  the  House  to  receive  this  mes- 
sage and  to  have  it  read,  to  give  my  reasons  for 
believing  that,  if  there  was  the  slightest  doubt  as 
to  that  power  oi  the  House,  I  should  feel  myself 
constrauiod,  in  the  present  exigency  of  the  House 
and  the  condition  of  the  country,  to  have  assumed 
that  the  House  should  receive  and  have  the  mes- 
sage read.  But  I  failed  to  obtain  the  floor  for 
that  purpose.  I  conceive  that  it  is  too  late  to  do 
so  now,  even  if  my  poor  arguments  would  have 
any  weight  with  this  body,  to  show  that  such 
should  have  been  and  should  now  be  its  policy. 
I  merely  rise  for  the  purpose  of  saying  this,  that, 
like  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi,  [Sir.  Lake,] 
I  was  in  favor  of  receiving  and  having  these  papers 
read,  but  unlike  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi, 
if  1  cannot  attain  my  end  in  one  way,  1  am  per- 
fectly willing  to  do  so  by  resorting  to  a  more 
parUamentary  system  of  tactics.  Therefore  I 
vote  ay. 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER.  The  explanation  given 
by  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Lake] 
is  just  such  a  one  as  I  had  intended  to  give  in 
explanation  of  my  vote.  Were  the  proposition 
before  the  House  to  receive  and  read  the  message, 
I  should  vote  ay,  but  I  do  not,  as  a  mere  ques- 
tion of  order,  approve  of  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Orr,]  and  I  am 
not  inclined  in  that  mode  to  resort  to  a  mere  par- 
liameniary  maneuver  to  secure  the  reading  of  a 

f>aper  which  has  iiot  yet  been  received  by  the 
louse.  I  will  merely  say  further  that  I  do  not 
this  as  a  test  vote.     I  vote  no. 

After  the  announcement  of  the  vote — 

Mr.  WHITNEY.  The  Question  is  now  on 
laying  the  whole  subject  on  the  table? 

"The  CLERK.     It  is. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Give  us  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  that. 

The  CLERK.  The  yeas  and  nays  have  been 
ordered. 

xMr.  WHITNEY.  I  desire,  if  it  be  in  order, 
to  move  that  the  message  be  received  and  laid 
upon  the  Clerk's  table  until  a  Speaker  is  elected. 

The  CLERK.  That  motion  is  not  in  order. 
A  motion  is  now  pending  to  lay  the  whole  matter 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  K.  MARSHALL.  I 
would  liJie  to  know  whether,  if  this  motion  pre- 
vails, the  message  and  papers  would  go  upon  the 
table? 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  does  not  feel  called 
upon  to  express  any  opinion  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  1  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
I  wish  to  inquire  of  the  Clerk  whether  the  propo- 
sition now  is  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table  ? 

The  CLERK.     It  is. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  If  we  vote  that  down,  then 
the  question  will  arise  upon  the  proposition  of 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Dunn,]  and,  if 
that  be  voted  down,  then  upon  the  proposition  of 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Clino- 

MAN.] 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  would  state  that  if 
the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  does  not  prevail, 
the  next  matter  before  the  House  will  be  the 
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auestion  of  order  raised  by  the  gentleman  from 
'hio,  [Mr.  Campbell.] 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  And  that  is  the  direct 
question  of  the  reception  of  the  message. 

The  question  waa  then  taken,  and  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative — yeas  108,  nays  104;  as 
follows : 

YEAS— Mewn.  Albright,  Allison,  Ball,  Banks,  Barbour, 
Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  BHiinghurst,  Bingham,  Bishop, 
BiisH,  Bradahaw,  Brenton,  Broom,  Bufnngton.Burlingame, 
James  H.  Campbell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Chaffee,  Ezra 
Clark,  Clawson,  Colfhx,  Comins,  Covode,  Cragin,  Cum- 
back,  Damrell,  Henry  Winter  Davin,  TimoUiy  Davis, 
Dean,  De  Witt,  Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd,  Dunn,  Edwards, 
Emrie,  Evans,  Flagler,  Henry  M.  Puller,  Galloway,  Gid- 
dings,  Granger,  Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan,  Harri««n, 
Haven,  Holloway,  Thomas  R.  Horton,  Valentine  B.  Hor- 
ton,  Howard,  Huglistoo,  King,  Knapp,  Knowlton,  Knox, 
Kunkel,  Leiter.  Mace,  Maueson,  McCarty,  Meacbam, 
Killian  Miller,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Murray,  Norton, 
Paine,  Parker,  Pearcc,  Pelton,  Pennington,  Perry,  Petlit, 
Pike,  Pringle,  Purviance,  Puryear,  Rltcoie,  Robbms,  Rob- 
ison,  Sabin,  8age,  Sapp,  Sinmions,  Spinner,  Stanton, 
Stranahan,  Swope,  Tappan,  Thorington,  Trafton,  Valk, 
Wade.  Wakeman,  Walbridge,  Waldron,  Cadwaladcr  C. 
Washbumc,  Ellibu  B.  VVnshbume,  Israel  Washburn, 
Watson,  Welch,  Whitne/,  Wood,  Woodruff,  and  Wood- 
worth— 108. 

NAVS— Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay,  Barksdale.  Bell, 
Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce.  Brooks,  Cadwalader,  John  P. 
Campbell,  Carlile,  Caruthers,  Caskie,  Bayard  Clark,  Cling- 
man,  Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Cox,  Craige, 
Crawford,  CuUen,  Davidson,  Day,  Denver,  Dowdell,  Dur- 
fee,  Edmundson,  Elliott,  Etheridge,  Eustis,  Faulkner.  Flor- 
ence. Foster,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Gilbert, Goode,  Green- 
wood, Augustus  Hall,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Sampson  W. 
Harris,  Thomas  L.  Harris,  Herbert,  Houston,  Jeweu, 
George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Kelly,  Kenttctt,  Kid- 
well,  Knight,  Lake,  Letcher,  Lindley,  Lumpkin,  Alexan- 
der K.  Marshall,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Samuel  S.  Marshall, 
Maxwell,  McMulIin,  McQueen,  Smith  Miller,  Millson, 
Mott,  Nichols,  Andrew  Oliver,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Peck, 
Porter,  Powell,  Quitman.  Reade.  Ready,  Richardson, 
Rivers,  Ruffia,  Rust,  Sandidge,  Savage,  Scott,  Seward, 
Shorter,  Samuel  A.  Smitli,  William  Smith,  WaUam  R. 
Smith,  Snecd,  Stephens,  Stewart,  Taylor, Thurston,  Todd, 
Trippe,  Tyson,  Underwood,  Vail,  Walker,  Warner,  Wat- 
kins,  Wells,  Wheeler,  Wioslow,  John  V.  Wright,  and 
Zolticoffer— 104. 

So  it  was  ordered  that  the  whole  subject  do  lie 
upon  the  table. 

Pending  the  call  of  the  roll,  the  following  pro- 
ceedings took  place : 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  wish 
to  say  that  as  a  vote  in  the  affirmative  involves, 
in  my  view  of  the  matter,  the  receipt  of  the  mes- 
sage, and  I  am  not  of  the  opinion  that  we  can 
legally  receive  it,  I  vote  no.  When  the  question 
comes  up  on  receiving  it,  I  shall  also  vote  no. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  As  a  vote  to  lay  the  whole 
matter  on  the  table  will  be  the  strongest  mark  of 
disapprobation  which  this  House  can  evince,  I 
vote  ay. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  I  voted  against  the  reading 
of  the  paper,  not  because  I  was  opposed  to  the 
reading,  but  because  I  did  not  desire  to  get  at  it 
in  that  indirect  way.  I  shall  vote  to  receive  and 
read  the  message,  if  we  ever  reach  that  point,  and 
I  therefore  now  vote  no. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Maryland.  I  shall  vote 
against  laying  on  the  table,  because  I  desire 
that  the  paper  shall  be  received  by  the  House. 
I  voted  against  the  proposition  of  tne  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  because  I  did  not  desire  to 
reach  the  matter  in  that  way.    I  vote  no. 

Mr.  TODD.  I  desire  to  give  my  reasons  for 
the  vote  I  am  about  to  give.  I  believe  that  it  is 
the  duty  of  this  House  to  receive  these  papers  if 
the  President  only  exercised  a  constitutional  right 
in  sending  them  here,  but  I  should  be  opposed 
to  any  further  action  uoon  them,  because  the 
House,  in  an  unorganizea  state,  has  no  power  to 
take  action  upon  them.  With  this  explanation, 
I  vote  no. 

Mr.  DUNN,  (who  when  his  name  was  called 
had  voted  in  the  negative.)  In  compliance  with 
the  wishes  of  friends,  and  against  my  own  judg- 
ment, I  change  my  vote,  and  vote  ay. 

Mr.  BILLINGHURST.  For  the  same  reason 
I  do4he  same  thing. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Pennsylvania.  Upon  a 
reconsideration  of  the  subject  and  further  expla- 
nations from  gentlemen,  I  also  change  my  vote, 
and  vote  ay. 

After  the  result  ol  the  vote  was  announced, 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  said:  I  rise  to  a  privileged 
motion,  and  that  is,  that  when  the  House  ad- 
journs to-day  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Wednesday 
next. 

Air.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  rise  to  another 
onei^md  that  is  to  call  the  yeas  and  nays. 


Mr.  SEWARD.    I  ask  for  tellers  on  the 
and  nays. 

The  CLERK  appointed  Messrs.  Sewakd  and 
Flagler  to  act  as  tellers. 

Mr.  KELLY.  I  move  to  amend  the  motion 
by  inserting,  instead  of  **  Wednesday  next,**  the 
words,  "  until  the  first  Monday  in  January.** 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  that  motion 
cannot  be  entertained. 

The  House  was  then  divided,  and  the  tellers 
reported  thirty-one  in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  to  adjourn 
over  until  Wednesday  next, 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  demanded  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Cox  and 
BiLLiNGHURST  Avere  appointed. 

Mr.  DUNN.  Before  the  vote  is  taken  upon 
the  motion,  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  to  accept  a  modincation,  so  as  to 
provide  that  the  House  shall  meet  at  ten  o'clock 
on  Wednesday.     [Cries  of  **  No,  no!'*] 

The  Question  was  then  taken,  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  97,  noes  86. 

So  the  motion  was  8%reed  to.  ^ 

Mr.  COLFAX.  I  called,  Mr.  Clerk,  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  upon  that  motion. 

The  CLERK.  The  yeas  and  nays  were  re- 
fused upon  the  motion. 

Mr.  MACE.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

Mr.  GALLOWAY.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  And  I  hope  the 
House  will  ^ive  us  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  it  was  de- 
cided  in  the  negative — yeas  81,  nays  125;  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— MesuB.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay,  Barksdale,  Bell, 
Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce,  Brook8,Cadwalader,  John  I*.  Camp- 
bell, Carlile,  Carutbers,  Caskie,  Clijigman,  Howell  Cobo, 
Cox,  Craige.  Callen,  Davidson.  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Deo> 
ver,  Dowdell,  Edmunditoa,  Edwards.  Eiliou,  Etheridge, 
Eustis,  Evans,  Florence,  Foster,  Giloert.  Goode,  Greeij- 
wood,  AugUHtua  Hall,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Sampeon  W. 
Harris,  Thomas  L.  Harris,  Haven,  Herbert,  Jewett,  Ken- 
nett,  Kidwell.  Lindley,  Mace,  Alexander  K.  Marahall,  8«m> 
upI  S.  Marshall,  Maxwell,  McMullin,  McQueen,  Smhli 
Miller,  Millson, Moore,  Orr,  Paine,  Pearce,  Porter,  Powell, 
Ready,  Richardson,  Ritchie,  Rivers,  Ruffin,Savage,  Shorter, 
Samuel  A.  Simth,Williaro  Sniith,Williain  R.  Smith,  Sneed, 
Stephens,  Stewart,  Swope,  Taylor,  Underwood,  Walbridge. 
Walker,  Wheeler,  Whitney,  Wiualow,  JohnV.  Wright,  aad 
ZolIicotrer-81. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Albright,  Allison,  Ball,  Banks,  Barboar, 
Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  Billinghurst,  Bingham,  Bishop, 
Bli88,  Bradshaw,  Brenton,  Broom,  Bufnngton,  Burlingnme, 
James  H.  Campbell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Chaffee,  Esra 
Clark.  Clawson,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Colfax,  Comina, 
(  )Vode,  Cragin,  Crawford,  Cuiriback,  Damrell,  'Rmolhy 
Davis,  Day,  Dean,  De  Witt,  Dick,  Dickson.  Dodd,Dima, 
Durfee,  Erarie,  Faulkner,  Flagler,  Henry  M.  Fuller ,TboiDafl 
J.  D.  Fuller,  Galloway,  GidcUnss,  Granger,  Grow,  Robert 
B.  Hall,  Harlan,  Harrison,  Holloway,  Thomas  R.  Horton, 
Valentine  B.  Horton,  Houston,  Howard,  Hughston,  George 
W.  Jone^,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Kelly,  King,  Knapp,  Rui^it, 
Knowlton,  Knox,  Kunkel,  Lake,  Leiter,  Letcher,  Lumpran, 
Humphrey  Marshall,  Matteson,  McCarty,  Mcacham,  KiUian 
Miller,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Mott,  Murray,  Nichols,  Norton, 
Andrew  Oliver,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Parker,  Peck,  Pelton, 
Pennington,  Perry,  Pettil,  Pike,  Pringle,  Purviance,  Pur- 
year, Quitman,  Reade^  Kobbins.  Sabm,  Sage,  Sandidge, 
Sapp,  Scott,  Seward,  Simmons,  Spinner,  Stanton,  Strana- 
han, Thorington,  Thurston,  Todd,  T>afion,  Trippe,  Tyson, 
Vail,  Valk,  Wade,  Wukeman,  Waldron,  Cadwalader  C. 
Washburne,  EUihu  B.Washburne,  Israel  Washburn,  Wat- 
kins,  Wateon,  Welch,  Wells,  Wood,  Woodruff,  and  Wood- 
worth— tSS. 

Pendinff  the  call  of  the  yeas  and  nays, 

Mr.  ENGLISH  said:  I  desire  to  say  that  I 
was  out  of  the  Hall  at  the  time  the  vote  waa 
taken  upon  the  motion  to  lay  the  President's 
message  and  the  accompanying  paners  upon  the 
table.  If  I  had  been  in  the  Hall,  I  should  have 
voted  in  the  negative.  Upon  this  motion  I  vote 
in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  RUST  said:  I  have  paired  off  with  a  re- 
liable friend  of  Mr.  Banks,  and  therefore  do  not 
vote. 

Mr.  WALBRIDGE  said:  Before  I  vote,  I 
wish  to  know  whether  the  paper  laid  upon  your 
table,  purporting  to  be  a  message  from  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  has  been  received  by 
this  House  ? 

The  CLERK.  The  pending  question  is  the 
motion  to  adjourn.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  WALBRIDGE.  I  know  that,  but  I  wish 
to  understand  before  I  vote,  whether  the  paper 
to  which  I  have  referred  has  been  received  by  tnis 
House? 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  asks  a  question , 
which  the  Clerk  does  not  think  it  competent  for 
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him  to  decide.  The  House  has  been  acting,  it 
seems  to  the  Clerk,  upon  the  presumption  that 
the  papers  referred  to  were  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  (at  the  Clerk's 
desk.)     Here  they  are.     ["Right!"  "Right!"] 

Mr.  WALBRIDGE.  The  napers  were  laid 
upon  the  table,  with  the  motion? 

Mr.  LETCHER.  They  seem  to  be  in  a  good 
state  of  preservation — all  rolled  up. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  said:  Has  the  House  de- 
termined to  adjourn  until  Wednesday? 

The  CLERK.     It  has. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Then  I  change  my  vote, 
and  vote  "ay." 

The  vote  was  then  announced  as  above  re- 
corded. 

president's  MESSAGE — AGAIN. 

Mr.  HUMPHREY  MARSHALL.  I  offer 
to  the  House  the  following  resolution: 

Reaolvcdf  That  the  commtinication  sent  by  the  President 
of  the  Tnited  States  to  the  House  of  Representatives  this 
day,  be  respectfully  received  by  the  House,  and  Uie  Cirrk 
is  dire<>tpd  to  take  charge  of  Uie  same  until  an  organiza- 
tion of  this  Ifou^e  shall  have  been  effected  by  the  election 
of  a  Speaker. 

I  do  not  desire  to  discuss  the  resolution,  but  I 
do  not  understand  that  the  vote  to  lay  the  various 
motions,  which  have  been  presented  here  to-day, 
upon  the  table,  has  disposed  of  the  question  of 
the  reception  of  the  message;  and  I^m  indis- 
posed to  see  this  House  adjourn  without  receiv- 
ing the  message  of  the  President.  In  offering 
the  resolution  m  the  terms  in  which  it  is  coucheo^ 
I  have  indicated  my  desire  to  treat  the  Executive 
with  respect,  and  at  the  same  time  to  preserve 
what  I  consider  to  be  the  dignity  of  this  House. 
1  call  the  previous  cmestion  on  my  motion. 

Mr.  CLlNGMAN.  I  hope  the  gentleman 
wiU  allow  me  to  offer  an  amendment  to  his  mo- 
tion.    It  is  to  add,  "  and  that  it  be  read." 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  cannot.  I  insist  upon 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  move  to  lay  the  resolu- 
tion upon  the  table. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  wish  to  ask  the  Clerk  a 
question.    Is  that  message  in  your  charge  now? 

Mr.  MARSHALL.    No,  sir. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Wait  a  moment,  and  allow 
the  Clerk  to  answer. 

The  CLERK.  In  reply  to  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  the  Clerk  would  say,  if  the  House 
should  adjourn  leering  the  papers  upon  the  table, 
we  shall  lock  them  up  in  a  safe  place,  awaiting 
the  further  order  of  the  House. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  And  they  will  be  forth- 
coming when  the  House  calls  for  them? 

The  CLERK.    They  will. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  As  I  think  the 
papers  have  already  been  received  bv  the  House 
I  shall  decline  voting  upon  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  KentucKv. 

Mr.  COX.  I  respectfully  ask  my  colleague 
[Mr.  Marshall]  to  withdraw  his  demand  for 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.    I  cannot. 

Mr.  COX.  I  wish  to  say  one  word  in  expla- 
nation: I  shall  vote  for  tlie  resolution  of  my  col- 
league— that  the  message  be  received.  The  res- 
olution does  not  go  as  far  as  I  desire,  but  I  do 
not  wish  to  raise  a  controversy  about  it.  My 
opinion  is,  that  the  message  ought  to  be  received 
and  read.  I  consider  it  as  coming  from  a  co- 
ordinate department  of  the  Government,  whose 
duty  it  is,  under  the  Constitution,  to  communi- 
cate to  Congress,  at  such  times  as  in  his  discre- 
tion he  may  deem  advisable,  information  in 
regard  to  the  condition  of  the  country.  It  is  his 
duty  to  make  such  communications  under  his 
responsibility  and 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  call  the  gentleman  to 
order. 

Mr.  COX.  Does  my  colleague  rise  and  insist 
upon  the  question  of  order  on  me— 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  must  insist  on  the 
question  of  order.  *  I  have  called  the  previous 
question. 

The  CLERK  decided  the  debate  out  of  order. 

Mr.  COX.  Very  well ;  I  will  say  what  I  have 
to  say  at  some  other  time. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
[Mr.  Cox]  having  proceeded  without  objection, 
the  Clerk  did  not  deem  it  proper  for  him  to  inter- 
nipt  him.  As  the  point  has  been  raised,  however, 


the  Clerk  must  decide  that  the  gentleman  is  out 
of  order. 

Mr.  EDMUNDSON,  (at  twenty  minutes  to 
five  p.  m.)  I  move  that  the  House  do  now  ad- 
journ. 

Tlie  yeas  and  nays  were  called  f6r  and  ordered 
on  the  motion  to  aojoum. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  there  were^ — yeas 
120;  nays  85. 

YEAS— Memrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay,  Bark«dale,  Bell, 
Biflhop,  Bliss,  Bocock,  Boyce,  Branch,  Brooks,  Cad  waiader, 
John  P.  Campbell,  Carlile,  Cankie,  Bayard  Clark,  Clinipnan, 
HoweU  Cobb,  WUliamMon  U.  W.  Cobb,  Cox,  Craigc,  Craw- 
ford, Cullcn,  Davidson,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Day^  Uenver, 
Dodd,  Dowdell,  Dunn,  Edmund^on,  Edwards,  Elhott,  Eng- 
lish, Etheridge.  Eustis,  Evans;  Faulkner,  Florence,  FWcr, 
Henry  M.  Puller,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Giddings,  Gilbert, 
Ooode,  Greenwood,  Augustus  Hall,  J.  Morrison  Harris, 
Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomas  L.  Harris,  Harrison,  Hoven, 
Herbert,  Holloway,  Thomas  R.  Horton,  Valentine  B.  Hor- 
ton,  Houston.  Jewett.  George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones, 
Kennett,  Kiawell,  King,  Knox,  Lake,  Leiter,  Letcher, 
Lindley,  Lumpkin,  Samuel  S.  Marshall,  Max  welKMcCarty, 
McMuUm,  McQueen,  Smith  Miller,  Millsori,  Moore,  Nor- 
ton, Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Paine,  Parker,  Pearce,  Peck, 
Pennington,  Pettit,  Porter,  Powell,  Pringle,  Richardson, 
Ritchie,  Rivers,  RobUns,  Rnffin,  Sabin,  Savage,  Scott, 
Simmons,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  Smitli,  William  R. 
Smith,  Sneed,  Stephens,  Stewart,  Swope,  Trippe.  Under- 
wood, Vail,  Walbridgc,  Walker,  Warner,  Ellihu  B.  Wash- 
burne.  Waskins,  Watson.  Wheeler.  Whitney,  Winslow, 
Woodworth,  John  V.  Wnght,  aad  Zollicofler— 120. 

NAYS— Messni.  Albright,  Allison,  Bail,  Banks,  Barbour, 
Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  Billlngliurst,  Bingham,  Bradshaw, 
Brenton,  Broom,  Bufflngton,  Burlinmme,  James  H.  Camp- 
bell, Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Chaffee,  Ezra  Clark,  Clawson, 
CoKkx,  Comins,  Covode,  Cragin.  Cumback,  Damrell, 
Timothy  Davis,  Dean,  De  Witt,  Dick,  Dicksion,  Durfee, 
Emrie,  Flagler,  Galloway,  Granger.  Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall, 
Harlan,  Howard,  Hughston,  Kelly,  Knapp,  Knight.  Knowl- 
ton.  Knnkel,  Humphrey  Marshall.  Matteson,  Meach^, 
Killian  Miller,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Mott.  Murray,  Nichols, 
Andrew  Oliver,  Pelton,  Perry,  Pike,  Purviance.  Puryear, 
Quitman,  Reade,  Sase,  Sandidge,  Sapp,  Sewara,  Spinner, 
Stanton,  Stranahan,Taj)pan,Thorington,Thunitou,  Todd, 
Tralton,  Tyson,  Valk,  Wade,  Wakeman,  Waldron.  Cad- 
wahulcr  C.  Washbume,  Israel  Washburn,  Welch,  Wells, 
Wood,  and  Woodruff— 85. 

So  the  House  agreed  to  adjourn. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ENGLISH  the  reading  of 
the  yeas  and  nays  was  dispensed  with. 

And  thereupon  (at  five  o'clock  p.  m.)  the 
House  adjourned  to  meet  on  Wednesday,  at 
twelve  m.     

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday,  January  2,  1856. 

The  House  was  called  to  order  by  the  Clerk  at 
twelve  o'clock,  m. 
The  Journal  of  Monday  was  read  and  approved. 

ELECTION  OF  SPEAKER. 

Mr.  KNIGHT.  One  week  ago,  Mr.  Clerk, 
I  had  the  honor  of  offering  a  resolution  here 
which-^^ 

THE  JOURNAL. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS,  (interrupting.)  I  move  to 
correct  the  Journal. 

The  Clerk  assigned  the  floor  to  Mr.  Giddikgs, 
his  motion  being  a  privileged  one. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  Mr.  Clerk  and  gentlemen, 
I  propose  to  amend  the  introductory  portion  of 
the  Journal  by  stating,  as  precisely  as  I  am  capa- 
ble of  doing,  the  facts  as  they  occurred;  and  I 
ask  the  attention  of  the  House  while  I  read  the 
proposed  amendment.    It  is  as  follows: 

After  the  reading  of  the  Journal  of  Saturday,  and  be- 
fore the  roembeni  had  proceeded  to  ballot  for  Speaker,  the 
Private  Secretary  of  the  President  appeared  at  the  bar  of 
the  House,  and,  without  permission  of  the  menibcre,  an- 
nounced that  he  was  directed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  present  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  mcs- 
«affe  in  writing.  He  then  handed  a  sealed  package  to  Hon. 
Jtmn  W.  Forney,  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  last  Congress,  and  now,  in  accordance  with  past  cus- 
tom, acting  by  general  consent  as  Clerk  for  the  purpose  of 
electing  a  Speaker;  and  having  delivered  said  package,  he 
withdrew :  whereupon  Mr.  Clinokar  moved,  kc. 

These,  Mr.  Clerk,  I  believe  to  be  precisely  the 
facts  as  they  occurred;  and  I  must  desire  that 
they  shall  so  appear  on  the  Journal. 

Mr.  COBB,  or  Greorgia.  Let  the  amendment 
be  read  to  the  House  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  i  move  to  strike  out  the 
introductory  part  of  the  Journal  as  read  by  the 
Clerk  this  morning,  and  insert,  in  lieu  thereof, 
what  I  have  proposed. 

Mr.  WALKER.  Before  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  is  reported  by  the  Clerk, 
I  should  be  glad  to  hear  read  that  part  of  the 
Journal  which  he  moves  to  strike  out. 

The  CLERK.    The  proportion  of  the  f4kle- 


man  from  Ohio  is  to  strike  out  the  first  paragraph 
in  the  Journal,  ai»  follows: 

"A  message  in  wriiing,  fW>ni  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  was  handed  in  at  the  Clerk's  desk,  by  Sionbt  Wbb- 
■TBR,  bis  Private  Secretary  ;" 

and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  following: 

[The  Clerk  again  reported  Mr.  Gidoinqb  *8  pro- 
posed amendment.] 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  desire,  Mr.  Clerk,  to  make 
a  correction  in  my  amendment,  by  inserting,  in- 
stead of  Mr.  Forney  ''acting  by  general  consent 
as  Clerk,**  the  words,  <*acting  as  Clerk  under  the 
resolution  of  1791.** 

Mr.  LETCHER.  If  I  recollect  the  facts  of 
the  delivery  of  the  message  they  are  these:  the 
Doorkeeper  announced  in  the  aisle,  "A  message 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States;**  the 
Secretary  of  the  President  then  addressed  the 
Clerk,  stating  that  he  had  such  message;  and  it 
was  sent  to  the  Clerk's  table  without  objection 
from  any  one. 

Several  Members.  Certainly  there  was  ob- 
jection. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  According  to  my  recollection 
no  objection  was  raised  until  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  [Mr.  Clingman]  proposed  that  the 
message  be  read.  Then  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Morgan]  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  that  motion. 

Mr.WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Will  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  state  whether  or  not  he  is  sure 
thata  message  from  the  Presidentwas  announced. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Yes,  I  heard  it;  and  then 
the  Secretary  addressed  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  I  thisk  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  is  mistaken.  When  the  package 
was  handed  to  the  Clerk  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Morgan]  rose  and  made  an  objection 
to  the  receiving  of  it,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Alabama.  That  is  news  to  me. 
I  never  heard  that. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  As  I  understand,  tlie  report 
in  the  Globe  states  that  the  objection  was  to  the 
reading  of  the  message,  and  it  was  on  that  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  called. 

Several  Members.     That  is  right. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  That  report  is  in  accordance 
with  my  recollection. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  When  that  package  was  sent 
up  to  the  Clerk  *8  table,  before  it  had  actually  ar- 
nved  there,  or  certainly  before  it  had  more  than 
touched  the  table,  and  oefore  any  gentleman  had 
moved  for  its  reading,  I  rose  in  my  place  here 
and  objected  to  the  reception  of  that  message.  I 
think  that  must  be  recollected  by  all  gentlemen 
who  were  present.  After  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  [Mr.  Clingman]  had  made  his 
motion  for  reading,  then  I  called  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  that  motion. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia.  I  did  not  hear  the 
statement  made  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
as  to  what  occurred.  It  seems  to  me,  from  hear- 
ing the  Journal,  that  the  fact  is  sufficiently  and 
properly  stated.  I  apprehend  that  there  can  be 
no  doubt  about  the  liistory  of  what  occurred  here 
on  Monday  last. 

The  Doorkeeper  of  the  House  announced  **A 
message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States.  ** 
The  Secretary  of  the  President  then  advanced  and 
announced  that  he  was  directed  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  deliver  to  the  Houi^e  a 
communication  in  writing.  The  communication 
was  received  by  the  House  without  objection. 
The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Cling- 
man] then  moved  that  the  message  be  read.  The 
amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
to  the  Journal  is  therefore  unnecessary,  because 
the  facts  are  correctly  stated  there  as  it  now  stands. 
But  if  the  House  intends  to  go  into  the  recital 
intimated  by  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  I  must  move  to  amend  the  amendment 
in  one  particular,  if  I  heard  it  correctly.  The 
amendment  states  that  the  message  was  uelivered 
without  permission  by  the  House.  I  move  to 
amend  by  striking  out  the  word  "permission,** 
and  inserting  the  word  "objection,**  so  that  it 
will  make  it  state  that  the  message  was  received 
without  objection  by  the  House.  That  is  a  truth- 
ful statement  of  what  occurred. 

I  do  not  think,  however,  that  it  is  necessary  to 
amend  the  Journal  at  all.  I  think  that  in  that 
respect  it  is  correctly  made  up.  I  move,  there- 
fore, the  amendment  I  nave  iniiraated  to  (he  motion 
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of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  and  then  I  submit 
the  additional  motion,  that  the  motion  with  the 
amendment  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CLl  NGM AN.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
withdraw  his  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  for  a 
moment. 

Mr.  COBB.    I  will. 

Mr.  CLiNGMAN.  I  will  detain  the  House 
but  a  moment.  I  was  about  to  state  what  was 
my  recollection  of  th«  facts  as  they  occurred  on 
Monday.  Of  course  it  is  a  mere  matter  of  recol- 
lection, in  reference  to  which  gentlemen  may 
differ.  When  the  messa^  was  announced  by 
the  Doorkeeper,  itwas  handed  to  him  by  the  Pres- 
ident's Private  Secretary.  I  then  saw  him  walk 
deliberately  down  and  deposit  the  message  on 
the  Clerk^s  table,  and  no  gentleman  rose  to 
object,  or  make  any  motion  m  reference  to  it. 
I  tlien  rose  and  moved  that  the  message  be  read, 
in  order  that  we  might  hear  what  it  w^as.  The 
gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Morgan]  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nays  upon  the  motion,  to 
which  I  remarked  that  I  had  no  objection  to  the 

?uc8tion  being  determined  by  yeas  and  nays, 
then  made  another  reraark,when  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Campbell]  raised  the  question  of 
order  that  it  was  not  competent  for  the  House 
to  have  it  read;  that  it  would  be  in  the  nature 
of  transacting  business,  which  was  prohibited 
by  the  act  of  1791.  A  Httle  discussion  was  then 
interchanged  upon  that  point;  but  I  heard  no 
question  raised  as  to  the  reception  of  the  mes- 
sage up  to  this  point  in  the  proceedings. 

Mr.  VALK.  It  is  due  to  my  colleague  from 
New  York  [Air.  Morgan]  that  I  should  state, 
unequivocally  and  distinctly,  that  I  did  hear  him 
make  objection  to  the  reception  of  th^  message 
at  the  very  moment  it  was  announced.  He  did 
distinctly  and  unequivocally  state  that  the  mes- 
sage could  not  be  received,  before  it  had  been 
received  or  deposited  on  the  Clerk's  desk. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  do  not  dispute  the  gen- 
tleman's  recollection. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  have  the  floor  and  cannot  yield 
it  further. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  merely  wish  to  state 
that  1  do  not  Question  the  statement  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York;  but  it  must  be  admitted 
that,  if  the  objection  was  made,  it  did  not  reach 
the  car  of  the  House,  and  it  did  not  seem  to  reach 
the  ear  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  for,  directly- 
after,  he  made  the  point  tliat  it  could  not  be  reaa. 
Certainly  it  did  not  reach  the  ear  of  tlie  House, 
and  could  not  be  considered  by  the  House  as 
having  been  made. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Will  the  gentleman  allow 
mc  to  say 

Mr.  COBB.  I  cannot  yield  the  floor  further. 
I  do  not  doubt  the  recollection  of  gentlemen  in 
reference  to  the  objection  raised  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  but  it  was  not  heard  or  recog- 
nized by  the  House.  The  rule  is,  that  until  an 
objection  is  heard  and  stated  by  the  presiding 
oflicer,  it  is  no  objection  at  all. 

Mr.  GROW.  The  gentleman  will  allow  me  to 
say 

Mr.  COBB.  The  gentleman  will  excuse  me; 
I  cannot  yield.  1  say  that  no  such  objection  was 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York.  We 
will  not  stop  to  question  the  correctness  of  ob- 
jections being  made  which  the  House  did  not 
hear  and  which  were  not  entertained.  I  say,  as 
I  said  before,  that  the  Journal  is  right  in  this 
thing.  I  wish,  therefore,  that  the  amendment  I 
have  indicated  sliall  go  with  the  original  resolu- 
tion, and  I  move  that  both  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  will  withdraw  his  motion  for  a  moment 
to  enable  me  to  reply  to  his  remarks,  1  will 
renew  it. 

Mr.  CAMPJBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  desire  to  say  a 
Word  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina, [Mr.  Clingman,]  if  the  House  will  allow 
me. 

Mr.  CRAWFORD.  I  rise  to  a  question  of 
order.  I  understood  my  colleague  from  Georgia 
[Mr.  Cobb]  to  make  a  motion  to  lay  on  the  tabic, 
which  motion  is  not  debatable.  I  object  to  any 
discussion,  therefore,  and  call  for  a  vote  on  the 
motion  of  my  colleague. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  Will  not  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  withdraw  his  motion  to  lay 
on  tlic  table  for  a  moment  > 

Mr.  CRAWFORD.    I  object. 


Mr.  CAMPBELL.     I  coll  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  the  motion,  then. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 
The  CLERK  then  proceeded  to  st 


tion. 


state  the  qucs- 


Mr.  DEAN.  Do  I  understand  that  the  eficct 
of  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  will  be  to  carry 
both  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
and  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia with  it  ? 

The  CLERK.    Both. 

The  call  of  the  roll  was  then  proceeded  with 
upon  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  diuring 
which — 

Mr.  ROBISON  said:  I  wish  to  state  to  the 
House  the  reason  for  my  vote.  In  the  first  place, 
I  believe  the  Journal  is  correct  as  it  stands,  and 
in  the  next  place,  I  am  going  to  sustain  it.  I 
vote  ay. 

Mr.  WHITNEY  (when  his  name  was  called) 
said:  I  wish  to  state  that  I  have  examined  the 
record,  and  find  it  there  stated  on  the  Journal, 
that  the  message  was  received  or  handed  in  at  the 
Clerk's  table  bv  the  President's  Private  Secre- 
tary. I  think  that  is  a  correct  statement  of  the 
facts,  and  I  therefore  vote  to  lay  on  the  table. 

The  vote  was  then  announced — yeas  125,  nays 
89;  as  follows: 

YKA3— Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay,  Bark^dalc,  Bell, 
Bishop,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyoe,  BroDcli,  Broolu,  Cadwal- 
adcr,  John  P.  Campbell,  Carhlo,Cnruther8,Caskic,  Bayard 
Clark,  Clinpman,  llowell  Cobb,  William:^!!  R.  W.  Cobb, 
Comius.Covode,  CoxJi-'raigc,  Crawford,  Cullen,  DavidiMin, 
Henry  Winter  Davis.  Timothy  Davw,  Day,  Denver,  Dixon, 
Dowdell,  Durrce,  EdnmndsoH,  Edwards,  Elliott,  English, 
Ellicridge,  Eustis,  Evans,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Foster, 
Henry  M.  Fuller,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Gilbert,  Goodc, 
Greenwood,  Augusnis  Hall,  Baropson  W.  Harris,  Thomas 
L.  Harris,  Haven,  Hert>ert,  Hickman,  Houston,  Jewctt, 
George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Keitl,  Kelly,  Kennett, 
Kidwcll,  Knight,  Kunkcl,  Lake,  Letcher.  Lindlcy,  Lump- 
kin, Alexander  K.  Marshall,  Samuel  o.  Marshall,  Max- 
well', McMullin,  McQueen,  Smith  Miller,  Millson,  Mott, 
Nichols,  Andrew  Oliver,  Mordccai  Oliver,  Orr,  Peck, 
Penninipon,  Pheipc,  Porter,  Powell,  Puryear,  Quitman, 
Ready.  Kicaud,  Richardson,  Kivers,  Riobison,  RufBn,  Ku^n, 
Sandiogc,  Savage,  Seward,  Shorter,  Samuel  A.  Smith, 
William  R.  Smith,  Sneed,  Spinner,  Stanton,  Stephens, 
Stewart,  Swope,  Talbott, Taylor, Thurston,  Todd,  Trippe, 
Underwood.  VaiJ,  Valk,  Walker.  Warner,  Watkins,  Wells, 
Wheeler,  WTiitney,  WUliams,  Winslow,  John  V.  Wright, 
and  ZoUicotfer— lt25. 

NAYS  — Messrs.  Albright,  Allison,  Ball,  Banks,  Bar- 
bour.'Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  Billinghurst,  Bingham,  Bliss, 
Bracisthaw,  Brenton,  Broom,  Butlington,  Burlingamc, 
Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Chaffee,  Ezra  Clark,  Clawson,  Col- 
fax, Cragin,  Cumback,  Damrcll,  Dean,  De  Witt,  Dick, 
Dodd,  Dunn,  Eroric,  Flagler,  Galloway,  GUddings,  Granger, 
Grow,  Harlan,  Harrison,  Ilolloway,  Thomas  R.  Horton, 
Valentine  B.  Horton,  Hughoton,  King,  Knapp,  Knowlton, 
Knox,  Leiter,  Mace,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Matteson,  Mc- 
carty, Meacham,  Killian  Miller,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morrill, 
Murray,  Norton,  Paine,  Parker,  Pearce,  Pelton,  Perry, 
Pettit,  Pike,  Pringle,  Purviance,  Ritchie,  Bobbins,  Sabin, 
Sage,  Sapp,  Scott.  Sherman,  Simmons,  Stranahan,  Tap- 
pan,  Thonngton,  Traf\on,  Wade.  Wakeman,  Walbridge, 
Waldron,  Cadwalader  C.  Washbume,  EUlihu  B.  Wash- 
bume,  Israel  Washburn,  Watson,  Welch,  Wood,  Wood- 
ruff, and  Woodworth— 89. 

So  the  resolution  and  amendment  were  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

ELECTION  BY  PLURALITY. 
Mr.  KNIGHT  obtained  the  floor  amidst  cries 
of  **Call  the  roll!**  and  said:  If  the  House  will  have 
patience,  I  will  make  a  motion  which,  if  adopted, 
will  facilitate  the  business  of  organizing  the 
House.  It  is  nearly  a  week  since  a  similar  motion 
was  made  and  laid  upon  the  table  by  the  vote  of 
a  majority  of  the  House;  but  the  events  of  every 
day  since,  and  the  results  of  vote  succeeding  vote, 
aflord  the  strongest  rcasoh  for  the  passage  of 
such  a  resolution  as  the  one  now  presented  to  the 
consideration  and  for  the  adoption  of  the  House. 
I  have  no  prospect  that  we  can  ^t  a  majority  to 
elect  a  Speaker,  and  I  do  not  wish  to  reflect  on 
anybody,  or  on  the  conduct  of  any  party  in  this 
House,  though  its  number  may  be  of  the  smallest 
kind.  Each  and  every  member  has  an  undoubted 
right  to  the  exercise  of  his  own  proper  judgment 
on  all  questions  that  may  arise  tor  our  determin- 
ation. I  demand  that  right  for  myself,  and  of 
course  accord  it  to  every  other  member  of  the 
body ;  but  at  the  same  time  I  cannot  refrain  from 
the  expression  of  opinion  that  it  is  now  high  time 
that  we  had  a  Speaker  and  the  House  organized. 
With  our  delay  the  business  of  the  country  suflfers 
neglect.  The  President's  message  is  before  us; 
it  has  not  been  read  in  this  House,  but  it  is  still 
in  the  Clerk's  possession,  and  may  be  taken  up 
from  the  table  at  any  moment  for  disposition  and 
direct  action  on  its  several  recomi^iendations.  It 
c^^tains  many  important  mattery  which,  in  my 


judgment,  demand  the  instant  attention  of  Con- 
gress. It  cannot  receive  that  attention  until  we 
are  organized,  and  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Aflairs,  and  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
and  the  other  standing  committees,  arc  appointed. 
I  appeal  to  members  to  lend  their  help  to  me  in 
cflecting  an  organization  of  the  House.  If  wo 
cannot  do  so  while  a  majority  is  required  for  the 
election  of  a  Speaker,  let  us  then  adopt  this  plu- 
rality resolution.  I  introduce  the  following  reso- 
lution, and  on  that  motion  call  for  the  previous 
question: 

Resolved^  That  the  Hou»e  will  immediately  proceed  to 
the  eighty-fifth  ballot  for  a- Speaker;  upon  the  revolt  of 
which,  and  no  choice,  the  House  will  make  tlie  eighty-sixth 
ballot ;  which,  if  it  shall  not  effect  on  election,  shall  t>e 
succeeded  by  tlie  eighty-seventh  vote  ;  when,  if  there  ahaU 
still  be  no  election,  the  person  highest  in  vote,  and  havii^ . 
the  majority  of  a  quorum,  shall  be  the  Speaker  ofUie  Thirty- 
Fourtli  Congress ;  and  the  pAid  proceedings  shall  be  con- 
ducted viva  voce  as  heretofore,  but  witliout  debate,  ad- 
journment, or  recess. 

Mr.  HUGHSTON.  I  second  the  call  for  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  move  that  the  resolution  be 
laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  that  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  Question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  lay 
the  resolution  on  the  table,  and  it  was  agreed  to — 
yeas  115,  nays  103;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messru.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay, Darksdalc,  Bell, 
Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce.  Branch,  Brooks,  Broom,  Cadwal^ 
ader,  John  P.  Campbell,  I^cwis  D.  Campbell,  Cariile,  Ca- 
ruthers,  Caakic,  Bayard  Clark,  Clingman,  IloweU  Cobb, 
Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Cox,  Craige,  Crawford,  CuUen, 
Davidson,  Ilenry  Winter  Davis,  Denver,  Dowdell,  Dann, 
Edmundson,  Edwards,  Elliott,  Engli5h,  EUieridge,  Eucitiji, 
Evans,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Foster,  Henry  M.  Fuller, 
Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode,  Greenwood.  Augustun  Hall, 
J.  Morrison  Harris,  Sampson  W.  Harrii«2  Thomas  L.  HsLrria, 
Harrison,  Haven,  Herbert,  Houfton,  Jewett^  George  W. 
Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Keitt,  Kelly,  Kennett,  Kid  well, 
Lake,  Letcher,  Lindley,  Lumpkin,  Alexander  K^Marvliall, 
Humphrev  Marshall,  Samuel  S.  Marshall,  Maxwell,  Mc- 
Mullin, NlcQ,ueen,  Smitli  Miller,  Millson,  Moore,  Mordecai 
Oliver,  Orr,  Paine,  Peck,  Phelpj,  Porter,  Powell,  Puryear. 
Quitman,  Reade,  Heady,  Ricaud,  lUchardmn,  Rivers,  Ruf- 
fin.  Rust,  Sandidge,  Savage^Scott,  Seward,  Shorter,  Samuel 
A.  Smitlu  WilUam  R.  Smith,  Sneed,  Stephens,  Stewart, 
Swope,  Talbott,  Taylor,  Trippe,  Underwood,  Vail,  Valk, 
Walker,  Warner.  Watkins,  Wells,  Wheeler,  WTiitney, 
Winslow,  John  V.  Wright,  and  ZollicolTer— 115. 

NAYS  —  Messrs.  Albright,  Allison,  Ball,  BartMur,  II<!iiry 


,  Timothy  Davis^  Day,  Dean,  De  Witt,  Dick, 
d,  Durfee,  Emne,  Flagler,  Galloway,  Gid- 


back,  Damrell, 

Dickson,  Dodd,  ^....,.^,  .^u<..»,  ..«^».,  <»u..v.,t.j,  tra- 
dings, Gilbert,  Granger,  Grow,  Robert  B.  Ilall^  Harlan,  Hick- 
man, Holloway,  Thomas  R.  Horton,  Valcntmc  B.  Horton, 
Howard,  Huj^hston,  King,  Knapp,  Kniglit,  Knowlton,  Knox, 
Kimkel,  Leiter,  Mace,  Maueson,  McCarty,  Meaeham, 
Killian  Miller,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Mott,  Murray,  NicJioU, 
Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Pearce.  Pelton,  Penning- 
ton, Perry,  Pettit,  Pike,  Purviance,  Ritchie,  Bobbins,  Rob- 
ison,  Sabin,  Sage,  Sapp,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Sp«nner, 
Stanton,  Stranahan, Tappnn,  Thorington,  Thurston,  To«ld, 
Tralton,  Tyson,  Wade,  Wakeman,  Walbridge,  Waldron, 
Cadwalader  C.  Washbume,  Ellihu  B.  Wnahbume,  Israrl 
Washburn,  Watson,  Welch,  W^illiams,  Wood,  WoodrulT, 
and  Woodworth— 103. 

So  the  resolution  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Previous  to  the  announcement  of  the  result  of 
the  above  vote,  and  when  his  name  was  called, 

Mr.  RUFPIN  said :  Mr.  Clerk,  I  desire  to  make 
a  personal  explanation.  In  the  reported  pro- 
ceedings of  our  last  day 's  session  I  nnd  the  fol- 
lowing: 

"  Mr.  Lktchcr.  1  am  not  much  af>«id,  Mr.  Clerk^  of 
the  rights  of  the  House  being  usurped.  I  move  the  previoiad 
quesuon. 

"  Mr.  RurriN.  Will  the  gentleman  withhold  his  motjon 
for  a  moment  to  allow  me  to 

"  Mr.  Letcher.  I  will  not  give  way  to  anybody.  I  now 
move  the  previous  question.'* 

Nothing  more  is  said  than  **  Will  the  gentle- 
man withhold  his  motion  for  a  moment  to  allow 

me  to .  *'    All  I  now  wish  to  state  is,  that  this 

report  docs  mo  injustice;  it  rather  saws  me  off 
at  the  legs.  [Laughter.]  I  have  not  asked  this 
House  to  permit  me  to  make  any  motioti.  I  did 
not  call  on  my  friend  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Letch- 
er] to  permit  me  to  make  any  motion  of  any 
kind.  I  have  contented  myself  by  quietly  re- 
maining in  my  seat  and  voting  whenever  I  was 
called  on  to  do  so.  I  wanted  to  vote  squarely  on 
the  question  of  the  reception  and  the  reading  of 
the  President  *s  message.  1  was  willing  to  assume 
the  responsibility  that  attached  to  the  vote.  I  did 
not  wish  to  dodge  any  motion,  nor  did  1  make 
any  motion  mvsclf. 

Mr.  SAGE  (when  his  name  was  called)  rose  and 
said:  Mr.  Clerk,  I  wish  to  make  an  explanation. 
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and  this  is  probably  the  best  if  not  the  only  op- 
portunity  which  may  be  afforded  me  to  do  so.  I 
re^et  tliat  the  pluraUty  resolution  now  under 
consideration  came  from  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsy4^(fcnia,  [Mr.  Knight,]  because  it  has  been 
offered  without  success  three  several  times  from 
this  side  of  the  House  already. 

But  the  particular  motive  tor  this  explanation 
arises  out  of  a  statement  made  in  a  leading  Demo- 
cratic paper  published  at  the  capital  of  the  State 
of  New  York.  That  paper  very  recently  stated 
that  the  Opposition  here  consumed  the  time  of 
^e  House  in  fruitless  efforts  to  elect  a  Speaker  and 
organize  the  House;  that  they  voted  against  the 
plurality  and  other  resolutions  which  promised 
any  chance  of  effecting  that  organization.  I  now 
rise  for  the  purpose  of  particularly  directing  the 
attention  of^  the  country  to  tliose  who  vote  for 
and  those  who  vote  against  this  plurality  resolu- 
tion. Look  and  see  who  vote  for  the  resolution, 
and  who  moved  that  it  be  laid  on  the  tabic,  and 
then  we  may  learn  how  correct  is  the  statement  to 
which  I  have  referred. 

In  this  connection  let  mo  express  the  hope  that 
no  member  of  the  Opposition  will  again  submit 
a  plurality  resolution.  When  the  Administration 
and  its  friends  in  this  House  desire  an  organiza- 
tion, they  will  make  that  fact  known  to  us  in  a 
tOAffible  shape.     I  vote  no. 

[When  it  was  announced  by  the  Clerk  that  the 
plurality  resolution  had  been  laid  on  the  table, 
loud  cnes  rose  from  all  parts  of  the  Hall  of  **  Call 
the  roll!**  "  Let  us  vote!'*  " No  more  resolu- 
tions or  personal  explanations !"] 

THE  president's  MESSAGE. 

Mr.  LAKE.  I  know,  Mr.  Clerk,  that  the 
election  of  a  Speaker  for  this  House  is  a  matter 
of  the  first  importance.  There  is  no  member 
more  d^slfous  tor  the  attainment  of  that  result 
than  myself.  I  nevertheless  wish  to  call  back 
the  attention  of  members  to  the  message  which 
was  sent  to  us  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  on  Monday  last.  I  do  not  feel  that  the 
House  has  discharged  its  whole  duty  in  reference 
to  that  communication.  I  stated  on  a  former 
occasion  that  I  was  in  favor  of  receiving  the  com- 
munication and  the  accompanying  documents, 
and  of  having  the  President's  message  read. 
There  has  been  no  direct  vote  on  the  question,' 
and,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  such  avote,  I 
now  submit  a  resolution  for  the  adoption  of  the 
House.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  House  is  suf- 
ficirntly  oi^nized  for  that  purpose. 

If  I  ever  had  any  doubt,  Mr.  Clerk,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  reception  and  reading  of  the  Presi- 
dent's message,  the  debate  wliich  took  place  in 
this  Hall  during  our  session  of  Monday  would 
have  freed  me  from  it.  As  I  have  said,  tnc  Presi- 
dent has  done  nothing  more  than  to  discharge  his 
constitutional  duty — a  duty  which  is  plainly  de- 
volved on  him  by  the  terms  of  the  Constitution. 
I  tliink  that  we  are  under  an  obligation  to  receive 
this  document.  I  call  for  the  previous  question 
on  my  resolution. 

The  Clerk  read  the  resolution,  as  follows: 

Resolvtdy  That  the  messnge  of  the  President,  Vitli  the 
aecompanjring  documents,  be  received,  and  that  the  meft- 
laigc  be  reaid  to  the  House. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  rise  to  a 
point  of  order.  We  have  no  right  to  entertain 
that  resolution,  or  to  act  on  it,  inasmuch  as  it  is 
the  transaction  of  business  before  the  House  is 
organized. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks,  inasmuch 
as  nearly  similar  propositions  have  been. before 
entertained,  that  tne  resolution  is  in  order. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  1  move  then  that  the  res- 
olution be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  obtained  the  floor. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia 
will  please  remember  that  debate  is  not  in  order, 
a  motioiv  having  been  made  that  the  resolution  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  The  action  of  the  House, 
Mr.  Clerk,  shows  that  in  the  opinion  of  a  ma- 
jority of  members  the  message  has  been  re- 
ceived; and  it  is  therefore  that  1  shall  vote  to  lay 
the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi 
on  the  table,  although  I  am  willing  that  the  mes- 
sage be  taken  from  the  table  and  read. 

Mr.  READY  obtained  the  floor. 

The  CLERK.    Debate  is  oat  of  order :  there 


is  a  motion  pending  that  the  resolution  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  LAKE.  I  understand  that  the  gentleman 
from  Georpa  will  withdraw  his  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table,  in  order  that  I  may  make  a  few  words 
of  explanation.      * 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  did  not  move  that  the 
resolution  be  laid  on  the  table;  that  motion  was 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Maine.  The  action 
of  the  House,  I  repeat,  shows  that  in  the  opinion 
of  a  majority  the  message  has  been  received — 
that  it  is  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  move  to  strike  from  the 
resolution  the  word  '*  received,'*  so  that  we  may 
vote  on  the  cmestion  of  reading  alone.  % 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman's  motion  is  not 
in  order. 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  K.  MARSHALL.  Mr. 
Clerk,  I  wish  to  anive  at  a  satisfactory  explana- 
tion of  the  knotty  point  of  whether  or  not  the 
President's-message  has  been  received  by  this 
House.  I  ask  at  your  hands,  Mr.  Clerk,  and  I 
presume  that  you  arc  the  presiding  officer  of  the 
Dody,  and  the  only  one  who  can  give  an  opinion 
on  tnis  subject,  whether  the  message  has  been 
received? 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  will  answer  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  that  the  message  is  now 
in  the  safe  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
awaitins:  its  order. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  Has  tlie  message  been 
received  by  the  House? 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  that  the  mes- 
sage has  been  received. 

Ut,  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  refer  to  the 
Journal  for  an  ansv/er  to  the  question. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  hold  that  the  message  has 
not  been  received.     I  take  issue  with  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  have  the  floor.  There 
is  sometliing  like  courtesy  due  to  somebody.  I 
have  asked  the  Clerk  to  decide  the  question.  He 
has  answered  me.  His  answer  is  m  accordance 
with  my  own  opinion;  but,  with  a  view  of  arriving 
at  the  conclusion  to  which  this  House  has  come, 
I  take  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Clerk. 

Tlie  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
will  allow  the  Clerk  to  state  that  he  has  made  no 
decision  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.    I  understood  so. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  simply  stated  that, 
in  his  opinion,  the  message  had  been  received  by 
the  House. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  Who,  then,  can  decide 
the  question  ? 

The  CLERK.  The  House  must  decide  the 
question  for  itself. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  If  I  can  do  so,  then,  I 
appeal  from  the  Clerk's  opinion  to  the  decision 
of  the  House.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  LAKE.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  [Mr.  Washburn]  to  withdraw  his  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table,  in  order  that  I  may  answer 
some  of  the  objections  which  have  been  raised  to 
my  resolution. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  Will  the  genUeman  renew 
my  motion  and  stick  to  it?  If  he  will  do  that  I 
will  withdraw  it  for  the  plirposc  of  enabling  him 
to  make  an  explanation. 

Mr.  LAKE.  I  dislike  very  much  to  move  to 
lay  my  own  motion  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  cannot  withdraw  my 
motion  tmless  the  gentleman  will  agree  to  renew 
it. 

Mr.  LAKE.  Under  the  circumstances,  then, 
I  will  renew  the  gentleman's  motion  at  the  close 
of  my  remarks.  I  simply  desire  to  say  that  I 
have  already  indicated  to  the  House  the  reasons 
which  induced  me  to  offer  the  resolution  which 
has  been  read.  It  is  now  met  by  the  objection 
that  the  message  has  in  fact  been  received.  My 
own  opinion  is  that  it  has  never  been  receivea. 
My  own  opinion  is  that  it  is  in  a  state  of  pre- 
sentation; that  the  President  has  sent  the  mes- 
sage to  the  House,  but  that  the  House  has  not 
ret  acted  upon  it,  even  so  far  as  to  receive  it. 
admit  that,  in  the  opinion  of  some  gentlemen 
here  who  are  well  skilled  in  parliamentary  law, 
the  House  has  received  the  message;  but  I  see, 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  gentlemen  equally 
well  skilled  in  parliamentary  Taw,  who  declare 
that,  in  their  opinion,  the  llouse  has  never  re- 
ceived the  document.    I  think  tlys  is  a  mAer 


which  ought  not  to  be  left  in  doubt;  and  the  very 
fact,  that  different  opinions  prevail  in  different 
parts  of  the  House  upon  the  subject,  demon- 
strates that  a  doubt  does  rest  upon  the  matter. 
I  desire  that  such  doubt  should  be  removed,  and 
I  think  it  is  the  duty  of  the  House  to  determine 
whether  or  not  that  document  has  been  received. 
If  gentlemen  are  right  in  supposing  that  it  has 
been  received,  they  can  have  no  objection  to 
voting  with  me  in  declaring  a  fact  w*hich  they 
consider  ol ready  exists. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  wish  to  propose  to  the 
gentlenmn  from  Mississippi  to  so  modify  his  res- 
olution as  that  it  shall  read: 

Rciolvei,  That  the  message  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  the  accoinpauying  documents,  hxtvin^  beta 
retcived,  the  lucssage  be  now  read. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  did  not  withdraw  my 
motion  to  lay  tlie  resolution  upon  the  table  for 
the  purpose  of  allowing  an  amendment  of  the  res- 
olution, or  a  modification  of  it. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  The  gentleman  has  the 
right  to  modify  liis  own  resolution  if  he  thinks 
fit. 

Mr.  LAKE.  With  all  deference  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia,  I  must  decline  to  make 
the  modification  which  he  suggests,  because  I  do 
not  agree  with  him,  in  pouit  of  fact,  as  to  tlie 
reception  of  these  documents.  I  do  not  tliink 
the  document  has  been  received,  and  the  fact 
that  such  is  my  belief  is  the  reason  why  I  have 
offered  and  now  support  this  resolution. 

Mr.  ORR.  Will  the  gentleman  from  Missis- 
sippi allow  me  to  suggest  a  modification  for  his 
consideration .' 

Mr.  LAKE.    Certainly. 

Mr.  ORR.  The  modification  which  I  suggest 
is,  that  he  insert  the  words,  **  that  the  message  be 
taken  from  the  table  and  read.'« 

Mr.  LAKE.  I  cannot  consent  to  the  modifi- 
cation, as  that  would  be  yielding  a  point  which 
I  desire  to  have  the  vote  and  decision  of  the 
House  upon,  and  that  is  the  question  of  recep- 
tion. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  will  say  to  the  gentleman  that 
the  House,  by  its  vote  on  Monday,  laid  upon  the 
table  a  resolution  which  recognized  the  reception 
of  the  messa^. 

Mr.  LAKE.  I  remember  the  action  of  the 
House  on  Monday,  but  I  understand  that  action 
differently  from  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, [Mr.  Orr.]  The  House  on  Monday,  by 
its  vote,  laid  on  the  table  a  motion  to  receive  the 
message.  Now,  I  do  not  understand  that  such 
action  amounts  to  laying^  the  documents  upon  tho 
table.  I  am  confirmed  in  that  opinion  from  tho 
fact,  that  immediately  after  such  action  the  House 
entertained  a  motion,  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  H.  Marshall,]  to  receive  this 
very  document;  and,  in  the  judgment  of  a  large 
portion  of  the  House,  that  question  of  reception  has 
not  been  covered  by  any  previous  motion.  Tho 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Clikgman] 
made  a  motion  that  the  message  be  read,  taking 
for  granted  that  the  message  had  been  receivcct, 
an  assumption  which  very  many  gentlemen  think 
ou^ht  not  to  be  admitted. 

It  is  for  the  purpose  of  covering  all  these  diffi- 
culties that  I  have  offered  this  resolution;  and  I 
cannot  conceive  why  gentlemen  who  have  ex- 
pressed a  desire  to  hear  the  document  i-ead 
should  make  the  objection  which  they  now  do. 
Why  should  we  not  march  straight  up  to  the 
decision  of  this  point,  and  not  reach  it  by  an  indi- 
rect mode  ? 

I  am  required,  by  my  pledge  to  the  gentleman 
from  Maine,  to  renew  his  motion  to  lay  my  reso- 
lution upon  the  table,  but  instead  of  doing  that, 
if  it  is  ao;reeable  to  him,  I  will  yield  the  floor,  and 
allow  him  to  do  it. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  renew  my 
motion  to  lay  the  resolution  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Has  the  gentle- 
man from  Maine  the  floor  to  make  that  motion.^ 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Maine  is  in  order,  inas- 
much as  he  gave  way  to  the  gentleman  from 
Mississippi,  with  the  understanding  between 
them  that  the  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table  should 
be  renewed. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  wish  to  make  one  remark,  if 
the  gentleman  from  Maine  will  withdraw  the 
motion. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.    1  cannot  do  it. 
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Mr.  STEPHENS.  The  g*?ntleman  from  Ten- 
nessee can  mxy  what  he  desires  in  the  time  of  the 
gentleman  from  Mississippi,  whose  time  has  not 
expired  by  f«ur  minutes. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  yielded  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Mississippi,  but  the  motion  to  lay  upon 
the  table  was  made  oy  me,  and  I  do  not  withdraw 
it. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  shall  vote  a^inst  the  motion, 
but  I  desire  to  say  a  -word  or  two  before  I  do  so. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Greorgia.  I  desire  to  make  an 
inquiry.  In  the  event  that  this  motion  to  receive 
and  read  shall  be  laid  upon  the  table,  will  it  be 
in  order  for  those  who  desire  to  hear  it  read — yet 
believing  it  has  already  been  received,  and  there- 
fore are  unwilling  to  vote  directly  or  indirectly 
upon  the  qu(»stion  of  its  reception — afterwards  to 
vote  on  a  motion  that  it  shall  be  read  only  ?  I  am 
willing  to  vote  to  lay  this  resolution  upon  the 
table,  as  I  am  unwilling  to  vote  for  any  resolution 
which  presupposes  that  the  message  has  not  al- 
ready been  received;  but  I  shall  vote  for  a  motion 
to  read  the  message,  if  such  a  motion  shall  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  House.  I  am  in  favor  of  reading 
the  message,  but  I  am  not  willing,  by  any  vote, 
to  admit  that  it  has  not  been  already  received. 

Mr.  HUMPHREY  MARSHALL.  If  the 
House  refuses  to  lay  this  resolution  on  the  table, 
cannot  it  afterwards  be  amended  by  striking  out 
the  words,  **and  read,"  so  as  to  make  it  read, 
**  that  this  message  be  received?** 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  a  motion  so 
to  amend  the  resolution  would  be  in  order,  if  the 
motion  to  lay  upon  the  table  be  decided  in  the 
negative. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  I  withdraw  my  demand 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  allirmative.  So  tn6  resolution  was  laid 
upon  the  table.    [Cries  of  **  Call  the  roll!**] 

BALLOTING  FOR  SPEAKFR. 

The  Hou.se  proceeded  to  vote  the  eightv-fifth 
time  for  Speaker,  with  the  following  result:  Whole 
number  of  votes  cast,  218;  necessary  to  a  choice, 
110;  of  which—     - 

Nattianiel  P.  Banks  received 103 

William  A.  Richardson 7S 

Heniy  M.  Fuller 33 

Alexander  C  .VI.  Pennington 6 

James  L.  Orr 1 

John  VVillionj.^ 1 

WUllam  W.  lioyce 1 

GilcIiristPoner... 1 

Jobn  McUu(>*n 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  JBotus— Messrs.  Albright,  Allison,  Ball,  Barboor, 
Benry  Bennett,  Benson,  Billiughurst,  Bingham,  Bbhop, 
Bliss,  Bradflhaw,  Brenton,  Buffington,  Burlingarae,  Lewis 
D.  Campbell,  CUnffee,  Exra  Clark, Clawson,  Colfox,  Com- 
ins,  Covode,  CriU(in,  Cumbock,  Uamrell,  Timothy  Davis, 
Day,  Dean,  Dc VViu,  Dickj  DickHon,  Dodd,  Durfee,  Emric, 
Flagler,  Galloway,  Giddmgs,  Gilbert,  Granger,  Grow, 
Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan.  Holloway,  Thomas  R.  Ilorton,  Val- 
entine B.  Uorton.  Howard,  Hughston,  King,  Knapp, 
Knifibt,  Knowlton,  Knox^  Kunkel,  Leiter,Mace,Maiteson, 
McCarty,  Meaeluun,  Killian  Miller,  Morgan.  Morrill,  Mott, 
Murray,  Nlcholj*,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Pearce, 
Pulton,  Pennington,  Perry,  Pettit_,  Pike,Pringle,  Purviance, 
Ritchie,  Robbiiit:,  Robison,  Sabm,  Si^^,  Sapp,  Sherman, 
Simmons,  Spinner,  Stanton,  Stranalian,  Tappan,  Thoring- 
ton,  Thurston,  Todd,  Trafton,  T>'Bon,  Wade,  Wakoman, 
Wnlbridce,  Wnldron,  Cadwalader  C.  Washbume,  Ellihu 
B.  Wadibume,  Israel  Washburn,  Watson,  Welch,  Wood, 
WoodnilT,  and  Wooilworth. 

For  Mr.  Richardaon  —  Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay, 
Barkisdalc,  Bell,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boycc,  Branch,  Brooks, 
Cadwalader,  Caruihers,  Ca^kie,  CKngman,  Howell  Cobb, 
WiiliamHonR.  W.  Cobb,  Craige,  Crawlbrd,  Davidson,  Den- 
ver, Dowdell,  Edmundson,  Elliott,  English,  Faulkner,  Flor- 
ence, Thomas  J.D.  Fuller,  Goode, Greenwood,  Augustus 
Hall,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomas  L.  Harris,  Herbert, 
Houston,  Hickman,  Jewett,  Geoive  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancv 
Jones,  Keitt^  Kelly,  Kldwell,  Letcher,  Lumpkin,  Samuel  S. 
Marshall,  Maxwell,  McMuilin,  McQueen,  Smith  Miller, 
Milltion,  Mordeeai  Oliver,  Orr,  Peck,  Powell,  Quitman. 
Ruffm,  Rust,  Sandidge,  Savage.  Seward,  Shorter,  Samuel 
A.  Smith.  Stephens,  Stewart,  Taylor,  Vail,  Warner,  Wat- 
kins,  Weils,  VVinslow,  and  John  V.  Wright. 

For  Mr.  Fuller — Messrs.  Broom.  Jolui  P.  Campbell, 
Carlile,  Bayard  Clark,  Cox,  Cullen,  Ilenrv  Winter  Davis, 
Etheridgc,  Eusti>,  Foster,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Kennett, 
Lake,  Lindlev,  Aicxaud(>r  K.  Marshall,  Humphrey  Mar- 
shall, Pains,  Porter,  Puryear,  Reade,  Beady,  Ricaud,  Riven, 
William  R.  Smith,  Sneed,  Swope,  Trippc,  Underwood, 
Valk,  Walker,  Whitney,  and  Zollicofler. 

For  Mr.  Pennin^on  —  Mcsan.  Dunn,  Edwards,  Honi- 
■on.  Haven,  Moore,  and  Scott. 

For  Mr.  Orr— Mr.  WiUiams. 

For  Mr.  fViUianu^Mt.  Wheeler. 

For  Mr.  Bot/^-e— Mr.  Evans. 

For  Mr.  Porter—Mr.  Henry  M.  Fuller. 

#V>r  Mr*  Ue<luem^Ur.  BicbardiOD. 


THE  president's  MESSAGE AGAIN. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  I  now  submit  amotion  that 
the  message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
communicated  to  this  House  on  t^e  31st  day  of 
December  last,  be  now  read. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  That  it  be  taken  fVom  the 
table. 

Mr.  MILLSON.    No;  sinTply  that  it  be  read. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  or- 
der. It  is,  that  this  House  is  not  in  a  condition  to 
read  the  message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  I  am  upon  the  floor,  and  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  cannot  take  it  from  mc. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  raise  a  question  of  order, 
and  I  have  the  right  to  take  tne  floor  for  that 
p»rpose. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  The  House  will  perceive 
that  my  motion  assumes  that  the  message  has 
been  received  and 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  have  made  a  question  of 
order,  and  I  insist  upon  a  decision  of  the  ques- 
tion. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleipan  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  Millson]  is  upon  the  floor,  and  is  entitled 
to  it. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  There  is  nothing  in  the 
gentleman's  point  of  order.  My  motion  is  alto- 
gether within  those  rules  which  now  regulate  our 
proceedings.  It  assumes  that  the  message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  was  received  by 
the  House  on  the  day  of  its  transmission;  and 
really,  sir,  it  seems  to  me  wonderful  that  gentle- 
men should  entertain  on^r  doubt  upon  this  ques- 
tion of  reception,  on  which  so  much  has  ocen 
said.  If  we  will  only  reflect  that  the  President 
of  the  United  States  has  the  constitutional  right 
to  address  communications  to  this  body — if  een- 
tlemcn  will  only  remember  that  the  President 
may,  as  was  the  case  in  the  early  stages  of  our 
congressional  history,  address  his  communica- 
tions to  Congress  in  person  as  well  as  by  mes- 
sage— if  they  will  only  recollect  thatthc  President 
of  the  United  States  has  the  same  right  to  off*er 
suggestions,  and  make  communications  to  this 
House,  that  any  one  of  its  members  has,  they 
will  see  that  it  is  almost  preposterous  to  maintain 
that  a  communication,  made  in  the  discharge  of 
his  high  constitutional  duties,  was  not  received 
by  the  House  as  soon  as  it  was  uttered,  or  as 
soon  as  it  was  transmitted. 

If  I  address  a  motion  to  the  House,  as  I  have 
juiftt  done,  it  is  inconsistent  to  say  that  that  mo- 
tion has  not  been  received  by  the  House.  The 
moment  the  motion  is  uttered  by  me  it  is  received. 
You  may  do  what  you  will  with  it.  You  may 
reject  the  motion ;  you  may  lay  it  on  the  table ; 
you  may  postpone  it  indefinitely;  but,  sir,  it  is 
idle  to  maintain  that  the  motion  nas  not  been  re- 
ceived. And  so  with  any  communications  made 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  this 
body,  whether  made  in  person,  as  they  may  be 
maaci  or  in  writing,  as  they  are  now  usually 
made.  The  instant  that  communication  is  trans- 
mitted to  the  body  it  is  received  by  the  body. 
There  is  no  question  on  its  reception.  The  com- 
munications of  the  President  stand  on  equal 
ground  with  the  communications  of  indiviaual 
members,  because  it  is  the  right  of  the  President, 
coual  with  that  of  the  members  of  the  House,  to 
address  any  communication  to  this  body. 

Then,  sir,  the  message  is  received.  It  would 
be  received  if  transmitted  through  the  post  oflUce. 
It  would  be  received  if  handed  m  at  the  door  by 
his  Private  Secretary.  The  moment  that  it  leaves 
the  hands  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  is  giv^n  into  the  charge  of  one  of  the  oflicers 
of  this  House,  it  is  received  by  the  House,  and 
the  House  may  do  what  it  pleases  with  it.  The 
House  may — acting  on  the  suggestion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Ditnn] — return  it  to 
the  President  if  it  please,  but  it  is  received.  Nor 
would  it  be  competent  for  the  House  to  return 
it  unless  it  were  received.  And  I  suggest  very 
respectfully  to  the  consideration  of  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House,  that  the  very  resolu- 
tion introduced  on  Monday  for  returning  this 
message  implied  the  previous  reception  of  it;  for 
it  could  not  be  returned  unless  it  had  been  re- 
ceived. 

Now,  sir,  I  make  this  motion,  because  I  appre- 
hend that  the  late  proceeding  of  the  House,  in 
laving  on  the  table  the  resolution  offered  by  the 
gAtleman  from  Mississippi ,  [Mr.  Lake,]  might 


place  the  House — at  least  the  members  on  this 
side  of  the  House — in  a  somewhat  false  position. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  taken  on  it.  Quietly, 
and  with  very  little  debate,  and  even  without  a 
dii^sion,  the  resolution  to  receive  ani^  fead  was 
laid  on  the  table.  That  seems  to  be  discourteous 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  it  is  to 
relieve  the  House  from  this  seeming  discourtesy, 
and  to  place,  at  least,  the  friends  of  the  Admin- 
istration on  the  ground  which  they  would  be 
pleased  to  occupy,  that  I  have  suomitted  the 
motion  that  this  admirable  message  of  the  Pres- 
ident be  now  read.  And  I  take  pleasure  in  avail- 
ing myself  of  this  opportunity  to  say  that  it  is, 
indeed,  in  my  judgment,  an  admirable  and  excel- 
lent State  paper. 

Mr.  DUNN.  Will  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia yield  me  the  floor  for  a  moment.^ 

Mr.  MILLSON.    Certainly. 

Mr.  DUNN.  I  only  want  to  make  one  remark. 
I,suppose  that  the  gentleman  will  not  insist  that 
we  can  do,  in  our  present  unorganized  condition, 
what  we  would  not  do  if  we  were  organized,  and 
were  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union.  Now,  I  call  the  gentleman 's  atten- 
tion to  this. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  (interrupting.)  That  would 
be  a  committee;  this  is  the  House. 

Mr.  DUNN.  If  the  House  of  Representatives 
— as  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain — be  in  com- 
mittee when  a  message  is  sent,  the  Speaker  takes 
the  chair  to  receive  the  message.  This  shows 
'  that  the  Speaker  is  the  organ,  and  the  exclusive 
I  organ,  of  the  House  in  relation  to  all  persons 
outside  of  this  House. 

Mr.  MILLSON.    Sir,  that  very  suggestion  is 
one  which  I  myself  have  repeatedly  made  in  con- 
i  versation  to  various  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  to 
!  prove  the  very  opposite  of  what  is  maintained  by 
'  the  gentleman  from  Indiana.    And  it  is  this:  that 
I  such  are  the  obligations  of  courtesy  to  the  Pres- 
I  ident,  and  such  the  obligations  imposed  by  the 
Constitution,  to  receive  his  communications  of 
all  kinds,  that  even  when  a  message  is  sent  while 
the  House  is  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  its  business  is  instantly  sus- 
pended, the  Speaker  immediately  called  to  the 
chair,  and  witnout  any  formal  motion  the  com- 
mittee rises,  and  the  message  is  received. 

Mr.  DUNN.  Let  me  rewl  one  line  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Vii^nia: 

"  Mewofes  are  not  submitted  by  a  raember,  much  len 
by  the  Clerk,  but  by  the  Speaker  to  the  House." 

Mr.  MILLSON.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana 
[Mr.  Dukn]  is  reading  to  me  rules  of  courtesy  in 
the  British  Parliament.  And,  sir,  it  is  unques- 
tionably proper  th  .t,  where  there  is  a  Speaker, 
he  should,  as  his  name  implies,  speak  for  the 
body.  That  is  not  now  the  question.  I  am  dis- 
cussing tl^  question  as  one  arising  under  our 
Constitution.  I  am  showing  that  the  President 
has  the  same  right  to  address  you  that  I  have. 
Am  I  addressing  the  Speaker.'  I  am  addressing 
the  members  of  the  House;  and  the  President 
has  addressed  his  communication  to  the  members 
of  the  House.  He  sends  his  message  to  them. 
Now,  I  desire  that  that  message  shall  be  read  by 
them.  I  say  there  is  no  question  of  difl^culty  in 
the  way,  because  you  are  now  listening  to  me, 
and  why  not  listen  to  the  President.'  Has  he  less 
right  to  be  heard  here  than  I  have.'  Sir,  the  Pres- 
ident has  so  much  greater  claim  to  be  heard  by 
you  than  I  have,  that,  no  matter  who  may  have 
the  floor,  it  is  invariably  yielded  to  the  reception 
of  his  communications.  Whatever  may  be  the 
business  before  the  House,  the  President  may 
speak;  and  every  member  pauses  till  his  commu- 
nication is  in  possession  or  the  body. 

Mr.  SIMMONS.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  yield  me  the  floor,  that  I  may  put  a 
question  ? 

Mr.  MILLSON.  If  it  be  merely  to  put  a 
question,  I  will. 

Mr.  SIMMONS.  I  wish  simply  to  put  a  ques- 
tion to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  About  an 
hour  or  two  ago,  I  examined  some  of  the  author- 
ities on  parliamentary  law.  We  were  taken  by 
surprise  here  when  the  message  was  sent  in 

Mr.  MILLSON,  (interrupting  )      I  did   not 
'  yield  the  floor  to  allow  the  gentleman  to  make  a 
speech. 

Mr.  SIMMONS.  I  wish  merely  to  put  a  ques- 
tion. 
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the  opinion  of  other  gentlemen ,  it  was  not  received , 
constitutes  no  just  ground  of  exception  by  point 
of  order.  If,  instead  of  referring  to  the  message 
as  one  delivered  on  the  Slst  of  January  last,  I 
had  alluded  to  it  as  a  message  delivered  on  the 
20th  of  January,  that,  no  doubt,  would  be  a  good 
reason  to  vote  against  the  resolution  as  a  mistake 
in  point  of  fact;  but  would  it  Justify  the  gentle- 
man in  correcting  an  error  of  fact  by  raising  a 
point  of  order  as  to  the  correctness  oi  the  state- 
ment that  the  message  was  delivered  on  the  20th 
instead  of  the  31st  of  January? 

Mr.  STANTON.  It  is  unfortunate  that  gen- 
tlemen cannot  confer  on  mc  the  capacity  to  com- 
prehend their  point;  for  I  confess  tnat  I  have  not 
that  capacity.  The  point  of  order,  in  the  ternis 
in  whicn  it  is  made,  makes  the  question  that  it  is 
not  competent  for  the  House  to  read  the  message. 
The  gentleman's  motion  is  to  read.  Well,  I  do 
not  apprehend  any  difficulty  about  the  question, 
as  to  whether  the  message  has  or  has  not  been 
received.  It  covers  the  whole  ground — the  ca- 
pacity to  receive,  the  capacity  to  take  from  the 
table,  the  capacity  to  reaa,  or  to  do  any  act  touch- 
ing the  message  of  the  President.  It  does  seem 
to  m«  that  that  ground  is  fairly  covered  by  the 
point  as  I  have  made  it.  I  insist  on  the  call  for  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Does  the  gentleman  say 
that  he  cannot  make  a  point  of  or(ier  on  the  prop- 
osition to  read  the  message,  that  it  has  not  been 
received,  and  therefore  cannot  be  read?  The 
question  of  the  reception  of  the  message  is  not 
before  us;  there  is  only  a  proposition  that  the 
message  be  taken  from  the  table  and  read. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  so  understand;  and  I  make 
the  point  of  order  th^  it  is  nqt  competent  to  read 
it  or  to  take  anv  action  on  it. 

Mr.  MILLSON.    That  is  your  point  of  order? 

Mr.  STANTON.    Certainly. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Then  why  refer  to  the  re- 
ception of  the  message  ?  There  is  no  proposition 
that  we  receive  it.  It  has  been  already  received. 
The  proposition  is  to  read  it,  and  your  point  of 
order  must  go  to  the  legality  of  reading  the  mesc^ 
•age,  and  to  no  other  step  in  our  proceedings. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  see  no  reason  why  I 
should  not  make  the  point  of  order  larger  than 
the  question  the  gentleman  intended.  The  point 
of  order  is  not  only  that  it  is  not  competent  to 
take  the  message  iVom  the  table,  and  read  it,  but 
that  it  is  not  competent  to  receive  it. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    Why  do  you  put  that  in? 

Mr.  WINSLOW.  Has  not  the  previous  ques- 
tion been  moved  ?  If  so,  this  debate  is  out  of 
order. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  will  read  the  prop- 
osition to  the  House,  and  will  state  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio,  that  he  does  not  refer  to  the 
reading  of  the  message  in  his  point  of  order. 

The  point  of  order  was  again  read. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  will  modify  it  by  striking 
out  the  word  "  receive,*'  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof 
the  word  **  read,'*8o  as  to  make  it  read  as  follows: 

**  Mr.  Stahtoti  objected  to  the  reflolution  of  the  gentle- 
man fVom  Virginia,  [Mr  MiLLSorr,]  that  it  is  not  in  order, 
because  the  House  has  not  orf^aniKcd  by  the  eleetioo  of  a 
Speaker,  and,  therelbre,  has  no  power  to  read,  or  take  any 
cognizance  of  a  message  from  Uie  Pre&iideiit." 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Geoi^ia.  I  submit  a  point  of 
order,  and  desire  to  have  it  decided;  ana  that  is, 
whether  or  not  a  point  of  order  can  be  made  upon 
a  question  not  pending  before  the  House  ? 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  the  point  of 
order  raised  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Stanton]  is  in  order,  inasmuch  as  he  has 
amended  it,  so  as  to  have  the  power  of  the 
House  refer  to  the  reading  alone,  and  not  to  the 
receiving, 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  will  still  further  modify 
my  point  of  order,  and  will  not  assign  any  reason 
wliatcver  for  such  modification.  Let  it  read  as 
follows: 

<'  Mr.  Staivton  objected  to  the  refolution  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  [Mr.  MibLsoN,]  that  it  is  not  now  in  order 
to  receive  or  take  any  cognizance  of  the  message  of  the 
President.'* 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  hope  my  col- 
league will  also  take  the  other  point: 

"  That  it  is  not  in  order  to  read  this  message,  for  the  rea- 
son that  it  hns  not  been  received  by  the  House,  and  cimnot 
be,  in  its  present  unorganized  (state.'* 

I  hope  my  colleague  will  accept  of  my  sugges- 
tion. 
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Mr.  WINSLOW.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order, 
and  that  is,  that  this  debate  is  all  out  of  order. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
accept  my  modification,  for  the  purpose  here  is 
it  ^t  us,  by  some  sort  of  a  vote,  to  acknowledge, 
tacitly,  that  this  document  has  been  received. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia.  I  distinctly  disavow 
any  such  purposes,  because  I  think  the  House 
has  already  made, that  acknowledgment  by  its 
vote  on  Monday  last. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  desire  that  the  last  part 
of  the  point  of  order  should  take  this  form: 

*<  That  it  is  not  in  order,  first,  because  the  conununica- 
tion  has  not  lieen  received;  and,  secondly,  if  it  has  been 
received,  the  r«adiug  thereof  would  be  the  transaction  of 
business,  for  which  the  House,  until  after  the  election  of  a 
Speaker,  is  not  competent." 

Mr.  STANTON.  Allow  me  to  make  a  sug- 
gestion to  my  colleague.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
more  loose  the  terms  you  use  in  such  a  point,  the 
better  it  is.  [^Laughter.]  I  desire  to  state  the 
point  of  order  m  the  broadest  terms,  so  that  gen- 
tlemen may  vote  upon  it  for  a  variety  of  reasons. 
Now  my  colleague  assigns  a  reason  why  it  is  not 
in  order  to  do  tfiis  and  that.  I  would  assign  no 
reason,  leaving  gentlemen  to  assign  what  reasons 
they  please,  and  take  what  ground  they  choose; 
ana  tfien  the  very  gentlemen  who  disagree  with 
my  colleague  [Mr.  Campbell]  or  with  myself,  as 
to  the  reasons  why  this  should  not  be  done,  and 
yet  think  it  should  not  be  done  for  other  reasons, 
can  vote  with  us. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  understand  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Stanton]  to  adhere  to  his  point  of 
order,  as  he  originally  stated  ij. 

The  CLERK.    TheXlerk  so  understands. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  move  to  lay  the  point  of  order 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  MACE.  I  move  to  lay  the  whole  matter 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    Point  and  all  ? 

Mr.  MACE.    That  is  what  I  desSto  do. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  demand 
the  yeas  and  nays  upon  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man flrom  Indiana,  [Mr.  Mace.] 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I 
submit  to  the  Chair  whether  it  is  in  order  to 
move,  at  the  same  time,  to  lay  upon  the  table  the 
auestion  of  order  and  the  resolution  offered  by 
tne  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Millson.] 

The  CLERK.    The  Clerk  thinks  it  is  in  order. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Tennessee.  C  wish  to  know 
whether,  if  this  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table  pre- 
vails, it  carries  with  it  the  resolution  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia? 

The  CLERK.  Such,  the  Clerk  understands, 
will  be  the  case. 

The  call  of  the  roll  was  then  commenced,  but 
was  interrupted  by — 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia.  ^  desire,  if  it  is  not 
too  late,  to  submit  to  the  Clerk  a  point  of  order. 
It  is,  that  the  last  motion  to  lay  i%on  the  tabic 
cannot  be  entertained.  A  motion  to  lay  upon  the 
table  a' motion  to  lay  upon  the  table  never  has 
been  entertained;  and  tnis  House  cannot  now 
entertain  it.  A  point  of  order  is  taken,  which, 
ordinarily,  would  be  decided  by  the  Chair,  and 
an  appeal  taken  therefrom  to  the  House;  but, 
there  ueing  no  presiding  officer,  the  question  of 
order  is  to  be  decided  by  the  House.  The  de- 
cision must  be  first  made  upon  the  point  of  order, 
before  a  motion  can  be  made  to  lay  the  whole 
subject  upon  the  tiblc. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  is  too  late  with  his  point  of 
order,  since  the  call  of  the  roll  had  already  com- 
menced, and  a  response  made,  before  he  made  it. 

Mr.  HUMPHREY  MARSHALL.  It  occurs 
to  my  mind  that  the  last  motion  to  lay  upon  the 
tabic  can  be  entertained;  and  when  it  is  enter- 
tained it  carries  the  point  of  order  with  it,  upon 
the  principle  that  tho  nnyor  takes  the  minor  with 
it. 

Mr.  COBB.  Can  a  motion  be  made  to  lay 
upon  the  table  my  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table  ? 

The  CLERK.  Does  the  gentleman  insist  upon 
his  last  point  of  order  ? 

Mr.  COBB.    I  do. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  the  objection 
of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  comes  too  late,  as 
a  call  of  the  roll  had  commenced,  and  a  response 
made  to  such  call,  before  he  raised  the  objection. 
If  the   gentleman   insists,  however,  upon    the 


objection,  the  Clerk  must  refer  that  also  to  the 
House  for  its  decision. 

Mr.  COBB.  As  a  response  has  been  made  to 
the  call  of  the  roll,  I  will  not  complicate  the  ques- 
tion by  adhering  to  my  objection. 

The  roll  was  then  called,  and  the  question  wa^ 
decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  118,  nays  91;  a? 
follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Albright,  Allison,  Ball.  Banks,  Baitoor, 
Henry  Benneu,  Benson,  BUlinghurst,  Bin^iun,  Bisliop, 
Bliss,  Bra4i)iaw.  Brenton,  Broom,  Bumnipon,  Burlingame, 
Lewis  O.  Oampoell,  Chaffee,  Ezra  Clark,  Chi wson.Colfkx, 
Comius,  Covode,  Craj^in,  Cullen,  Cumback,  Dunrell, 
Henry  Winter  Davis,  Timothy  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  De 
Witt,  Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd,  Diirfee,  Edwards,  Cmne, 
Evans,  Flagler,  Henry  M.  Fuller,  Galloway,  Giddings, 
Gilbert,  Granger,  Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan,  HarriMn, 
Haven,  Holloway,  Thomas  tt.  Horton,  Valentine  B.  Hor- 
ton,  Howard,  Hughston,  King,  Knapp,  Knight,  Knowhon, 
Knox,  Kunkcl,  Leiter,  Lindley,  Mace,  Humphrey  Mar- 
shall, Matteson,  McCarty.  Meacham,  KlllianMUler,  Moore, 
Morgan,  Morrill,  Mott,  Murray,  Norton.  Parker,  Pearce, 
Pelion,  Perry,  Peuil,  Pike,  Porter,  Prtngle,  Pnrvlasce, 
Ritchie,  Bobbins,  Robiran,  Sabin,  Bage,  Sapp,  Scoa,  Sber- 
man,  Simmon**,  William  R.  Smith,  Spinner,  Stanton, 
Stranahan.  Tappan,  TborinKton,  Todd,  Trafton^Tysoo, 
Valk,  Wade,  Wakeman,  Walbridge,  Waldron,Cadwalader 

C.  Vvashburne,  EUihu  B.  Woshhume,  Israel  Waabhurn. 
Watson,  Welch,  Wheeler,  Whitney,  Wood,  Woodreii; 
Woodwortli,  and  ZollicoflVr— 118. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay,  Barksdale,  B^ 
Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce,  Branch,  Brooks,  Cadwmlader.  iotm 
P.  Campbell,  Carlilc,  Canithers,  Caskie,  Cliiigmaa,  Howell 
Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Cox,  Crawford,  Davidfioa, 
Denver,  Dowdell,  Dunn,  Edmundson,  Elliott,  EngDsli, 
Btheridge,  Euirtis,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Fosttir,  Thomas  J. 

D.  Fuller,  Gooile,  Greenwood,  Augustus  Hall,  Samason 
W.  Harris,  Thomas  L.  Harris,  Herbert,  Hickman,  Hous- 
ton, Jewett,  George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Keict, 
Kelly,  Kidwell,  Lake,  Letcher,  Lumpkin.  Alcxando-  K. 
Marshall,  Samuel  S.  Marshall,  Maxwell,  McMullin,  Uc- 
Queon,  smith  Miller,  Million,  Andrew  Oliver,  Monlecai 
Oliver,  Orr,  Peck,  Phelps,  Powell,  Quitman,  Reade,  ELcady, 
Richardson,  Ruron,  Rust,  Sandidge,  Savage,  Seward, 
Shorter,  Samuel  A.  Smi^  Sneed,  Stephens,  Stewart, 
Swope,  Tolbott,  Taylor.  Thurston,  Trippe,  Underwood, 
Vail,  Walker,  Warner,  WaUins,  Wells,  WUliams,  Wias- 
low,  and  John  V.  Wright— 91. 

So  the  whole  subject  was  laid  upon  the  table 
[Cries  of  *♦  Call  the  roll !"  "  Call  the  roll !"] 
BALLOT  FOR  SPEAKER. 
The  House  then  proceeded  to  vote  the  eighty- 
sixth  time  for  Speaker,  with  the  following  result: 
Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  213;  necessary  to  a 
choice,  107;  of  which — 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks  received 101 

William  A.  Richardson 71 

Henry  M.  Fuller 90 

Alexander  C.  M.  Pennington 0 

James  L.  Orr 1 

John  Williams 1 

William  W.  Boyce 1 

Gilchrist  Porter 1 

Samuel  A.  Smith 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  AmA*— Messrs.  Albright,  AUison,  Ball,  Barbour, 
Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  BilUngliurst,  Bingham,  Biabop, 
Bliss,  Bradshaw,  Brenton,  Bufltogton,  Burlingame,  Lewis 
D.  Campbell,  Chaffee,  Ezra  Uark,  Clawson,  Colflix, 
Comins,  Covode,  Cragin,  Cumback,  Damrell,  Day,  Dean, 
De  Witt,  Dick.  Dickson,  Dodd,  Durfee,  Emrie,  Flagler, 
GaUoway,  Gidaings,  Gilbert,  Granger,  Grow,  Robert  B. 
Hall,  Harlan,  Holloway,  Thomas  R.  Horton,  Valentine  B. 
Horton.  Howard,  Hughston,  King,  Knapp,  luUgfat,  Knowl- 
ton,  Knox,  Kunkel,  Leiter,  Mace,  Matteson,  McCarty, 
Meacham,  Killian  Miller,  Moigan.  Morrill.  Mott,  Murray, 
Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Pearce,  Pelton,  Penaittg- 
ton,  Pcriy.  Pettit,  Pike,  Pringle,  Purviance,  Ritchie,  Bob- 
bins, Roblson,  Sabin,  Sage,  Sapp,  Sherman,  Simmons, 
Spinner,  Stanton,  Stranahan,  Tappan. Thorington,  Tbura- 
ton,  Todd,  Traflon,  Tyson,  Wade,  Wakeman,  Walbndge, 
Waldron,  Cadwalader  C.  Washbume.  Ellihn  B.  Wmth- 
burne,  Israel  Washburn,  Watson,  Welch,  Wood,  Wood- 
ruff, and  Woodworth. 

For  Mr.  Richardson — Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barday, 
Barkadale,  Bell,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce,  Branch,  Brooks, 
Cadwalader,  Caruthers,  Caskie,  Chngman,  Howell  Cobb, 
Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Crawford,  Davidson,  Denver, 
Dowdoll,  Edmundson,  Elliott,  English,  Faulkner,  Florence, 
Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Ooode,  Greenwood,  Augustus  Hall, 
Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomas  L.  Harris,  Herbert,  Hickman, 
Houston,  Jewett,  George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glaocy  Jooea,  Keiit, 
Kelly,  Kidwell,  Letcher,  Lumpkin.  Samuel  8.  MarshaU, 
Maxwell.  McMullin,  McQueen.  Smith  Miller,  MiUsoo, 
Mordeeai  Oliver,  Orr,  Peck,  Pnelps,  Powell,  Quitman. 
Ruffin,  Must,  Sandidge,  Savage,  Seward,  Shorter,  Bamoel 
A.  Smith,  Stephens,  Stewart,  Talbott,  Taylor,  Vail,  Warner, 
Watkins,  Wells,  Winslow,  and  John  V.  Wright. 

For  Mr.  FuWer— Messrs.  Broom,  John  P.  Campbell,  <^x, 
Cnllen,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Etheridge,  Bnstis,  Foster, 
J.  Morrison  Harris,  Kennctt.  Lake.  Lindley,  Alexander  K. 
Marshall,  Humnlircy  Marshall,  Paine,  Porter,  Puryear, 
Reade,  Ready,  Kicaud,  Rivers.  William  R.  Smith,  Sneed. 
Swope,  Trippe,  Underwood,  Valk,  Walker,  Whitney,  and 
Zollicoirer. 

For  Mr.  Pennington — Meaan.  Duo^,  Edwaida,  HartiaoB, 
Haven.  Moore,  and  Scott, 

For  Mr.  Orr— Mr.  WUliams. 

For  Mr.  JViUiams^Mr.  Wheeler. 

Fbr  Mr.  Boyce— Mr.  Evans. 

For  Mr,  Porttr—Mr.  Henry  M.  FoBer. 

Fbr  Mr,  SmUk-Mi.  RichardMO. 
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Pending  the  call — 

Mr.  NICHOLS  gave  notice  that  he  had  paired 
off  with  Mr.  Craice. 

Mr.  ETHERIDGE.  I  propose  to  submit  a 
motion  which  is  always  in  oracr.  If,  however, 
after  I  have  made  the  motion,  it  be  seriously  ob- 
jected to,  I  will  of  course  withdraw  it.  I  mieht 
perhaps  submit  a  double  motion.  One  might  be, 
that  the  Clerk  proceed  to  register  the  names  of 
the  members  as  voting  on  another  ballot  as  tliey 
tiave  voted  on  the  last,  unless  some  gentleman 
enters  an  objection  to  that:  and  the  other  might 
be  a  motion  to  adjourn.  I  will  remark,  however, 
before  submitting  a  motion  to  adjourn,  that  if 
any  gentleman  indicate  a  disposition  to  change 
his  position,  I  will  readily  witndraw  my  motion. 
My  object  is  to  accommodate  all  the  members 
present.  If,  however,  no  gentleman  feels  a  dis- 
position to  change  his  vote, to  effect  a  result — and  I 
E resume  no  one  does  feel  such  a  disposition,  else 
e  would  avow  it — I  hope  my  motion  will  be 
agreed  to.  If  any  gentlemen  do  feel  a  disposition 
to  change  their  votes,  or  to  attempt  to  effect  a  result, 
and  wiU  indicate  that  disposition  to  me,  I  will 
cheerfully  withdraw  the  motion  which  I  now  sub- 
mit, which  is,  that,  it  being  now  half  past  three 
o'clock,  the  House  do  adjourn. 

Mr.  MATTESON.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  and  for  tellers  on  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered-,  and  Messrs.  Galloway, 
and  Fuller  of  Maine,  were  appointed. 

The  House  was  divided,  and  the  tellers  reported 
^-ayes  9;  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to;  and  thereupon,  (at  twenty-five  minutes 
to  four  o'clock,)  tlie  House  adjourned  till  to- 
morrow at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 


IN  SENATE. 
Thursday,  January  3,  1856. 
Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Henry  C.  Dean. 
The  Journal  of  Monday  was  read  and  approved. 
Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory  appeared  in  his  seat  this 
morning. 

MAIL  FAILURES. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  communication  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  in  reply  to  a  resolution  adopted 
December  17th,. transmitting  a  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  New  Orleans,  complaining  of  the  irregu- 
larity of  the  mail  service  oetween  Washington 
and  New  Orleans,  and  also  a  note  of  the  President 
to  the  memorialists,  and  a  letter  of  the  Postmaster 
Gkneral  on  the  subject.  On  motion  by  Mr. 
Slioell,  the  communication  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  SLIDELL  subsequently  rose  and  said: 
At  the  instance  of  the  Senate,  the  President  sent 
to  us  to-day  a  memorial,  numerously  signed  by 
certain  citizens  of  New  Orleans,  on  the  subject 
oi'  the  irregularities  of  the  mail  service.  I  neg- 
lected at  the  time  to  ask  that  the  messa^  of  the 
President,  together  with  the  letter  of  the  Post- 
master General  and  the  memorial  itself,  be  printed. 
I  perceive  that  the  signatures  to  the  memorial  are 
too  numerous  to  allow  me  to  ask  that  it  be  printed; 
and  I  therefore  confine  my  motion  to  the  printing 
of  theoth^  documents,  to  which  I  presume  there 
will  be  no  objection. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

REPORT  ON  FINANCES — PUBLIC  PRINTING. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  also  laid  beibre 
the  Senate  the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  on  the  state  of  the  finances. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  move  to  dispense  with  the 
reading  of  the  report,  and  that  it  be  laid  on  the 
table  and  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  wish  to  suggest,  as  I  observe 
that  a  special  order  was  made  the  other  day,  in 
regard  to  the  printing  of  the  President's  message, 
that  perhaps  it  would  be  as  well  that  this  order 
to  prmt  should  conform  to  that  special  order. 

Mr.  CASS.  And  let  the  document  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  YULEE.  I  propose  the  printing  of  the 
tisual  extra  number,  which  I  believe  has  been 
ten  thousand. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  wish  to  ascertain  whether  or 
not  this  document  is  embraced  in  the  order  made 


the  other  day.  Is  not  this  one  of  the  documents 
referred  to  as  accompanying  the  President's  mes- 
sage? 

Mr.  YULEE.  This  is  not,  embraced  in  the 
previous  order.  I  move  that  ten  thousand  extra 
cop^s  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and 
five  hundred  additional  for  the  use  of  the  Depart- 
ment. I  understand  that  number  will  be  sufficient 
to  meet  their  necessities. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  When  the  motion  was  made 
the  other  day  to  print  the  President's  message, 
I  did  not  deem  it  exp>edient  to  interpose  any  ob- 
jection; but  I  think  there  are  questions  involved 
which  the  Senate  should  examine  before  they 
order  the  printing  of  this  or  any  other  document. 
If  I  am  right  in  ray  recollection  of  the  law,  it 
provides,  in  terms,  tnat  the  printing  of  Congress 
shall  be  done  by  persons  who  are  elected  for  that 
purpose;  and  it  points  out  the  method  in  which 
that  printing  shall  reach  the  public  printer.  My 
recollection  is,  that  the  law  provides  that  the  print- 
ing of  Congress  shall  be  done  by  public  printer6 
elected  either  concurrently  or  separately,  and  that 
all  printing  ordered  by  either  House  of  Congress 
shail  be  sent  to  the  printer  through  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Printing;  and  tne  law  specifies 
certain  acts  which  he  is  to  do  at  that  time.  Now, 
if  I  am  right  in  my  recollection  of  the  law,  this 
is  a  vote  of  the  Senate  to  abrogate  that  law,  to 
step  over  directly  its  clear  and  plain  requirements. 

The  law  provides^  besides,  that  every  question 
in  relation  to  printing  extra  numbers  shall  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing,  who  are  to 
investigate  the  subject,  and  then,  through  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Printing,  the  work  is 
to  be  committed  to  the  public  printer.  With  this 
view  of  the  subject  I  ao  not  see  how,  without 
violating  the  law,  we  can  undertake^  by  a  simple 
vote  of  the  Senate,  to  engage  any  mdividual  to 
print  this  or  any  other  document. 

There  is  anotner  point  which  1  would  present 
to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate.  No  paper 
for  the  purpose  of  printing  can  be  obtained  ex- 
cept in  a  certain  method.  That  paper  must  be 
obtained  by  the  printer  on  requisition  of  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Public  f  rioting^.  We  have  now 
no  Superintendent  of  Public  Printing,  and  there- 
fore have  no  appropriate  mode  in  which  to  set 
the  necessary  paper.  We  cannot  obtain  it,  for 
there  is  no  metnod  of  getting  it  but  that  pointed 
out  by  law«  I  have  obtained  the  law  to  which  I 
referred,  and  I  find  that  it  provides  as  follows: 

"  There  shall  be  elected  a  public  printer  6»t  each  Uouse 
of  CongreHs,  to  do  the  public  piintinE  (br  the  Congress  for 
which  he  or  they  may  be  chosen,  and  such  printing  for  the 
Executive  Departments  and  bureaus  of  Uie  Government  of 
the  United  States  as  roajr  be  delivered  to  him  or  them  to 
be  printed,  by  the  Superintendent  of  Poblic  Printing.  The 
following  rates  of  compensation  shall  be  paid  from  time  to 
time  for  such  printing  as  may  be  ordered  by  Congress.'' 

.  As  I  understand  that  provision,  we  have,  by 
law,  agreed  with  the  House  as  to  the  mode  and 
manner  in  which  the  printing  shall  be  done;  and, 
in  my  judgment,  the  simple  question  before  us  is, 
can  the  Senate,  by  a  separate  vote,  abrogate  the 
provisions  of  that  law?  I  think  they  cannot; 
and  for  that  reason  I  think  that  the  motion  of 
the  Senator  from  Florida  had  better  be  laid  on 
the  table.  I  submit  that  proposition,  unless  some 
Senator  shall  desire  to  address  the  Senate,  in 
which  case  I  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  MASON.  Mr.  President,  an  order  has 
already  been  made  to  print  a  document,  the  print- 
ing of  which,  in  my  judgment,  would  not  bear 
delay — the  President !a  message,  with  the  reports 
accompanying  it.  It  is  exceedingly  important 
that  the  information  contained  in  those  reports 
should  be  in  the  possession  of  the  Senate.  Now, 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  one 
of  very  great  and  pervading  interest  to  the  coun- 
try, and  it  is  equally  important  tliat  the  Senate 
should  be  in  possession  of  that.  Although  it  is 
very  true  that  it  may  be  a  proceeding  of  some 
irregularity  to  make  a  special  order  by  resolution 
for  the  printing  of  a  document,  when  the  subject 
is  under  the  regulation  of  a  general  law,  yet  we 
must  conform  to  sonae  extent  to  the  necessities 
of  our  position.  It  is  improper  that  the  public 
business  should  be  delayed  or  disparaged  by  the 
inability  of  the  Senate,  because  of  the  existing 
state  or  things,  to  comply  strictly  with  the  pro- 
vision of  that  general  law.  As  the  Senator  irom 
Michigan  [Mr.  Cass]  suggests  to  me,  we  could 
not  have  a  bill  print'ed;  wc  should  be  utterly  dis- 
abled fVom  proceeding  in  any  stage  to  transact 


the  public  business,  if  there  be  really  validity  in 
the  objection  made — and  properly  made — by  the 
Senator  from  Maine,  of  tne  existence  of  a  gen- 
eral law  on  the  subject.  There  is  no  abrogation 
of  the  law;  the  law  remains  in  full  force;  but  the 
Senate,  as  an  independent  body — and  it  is  inde- 
pendent, and  peculiarly  independent  just  now — 
nas  the  right  to  obtain  information  necessary  for 
our  action.  If  the  objection  which  is  taken  be 
valid,  the  Senate  wouldf  be  disabled  from  dispatch- 
ing public  business,  because  of  its  inability  to 
comply  with  the  general  rule.  I  should  prefer 
to  have  the  vote  taken  at  once  on  the  motion 
which  is  presented,  so  that  we  may  go  on,  as  far 
as  we  can,  to  discharge  our  duties. 

Mr.BRODHEAD.  It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, that  there  is  no  difficulty  in  our  ordering 
printing  to  be  executed  in  the  manner  in  which, 
on  Monday  last,  we  directed  the  printing  of  the 
President's  message.  We  ordered  fifteen  thou- 
sand copies  to  be  printed  by  the  late  printer  of 
the  Senate,  at  the  prices  paid  to  him  under  the 
existing  law  at  tlie  last  session.  But  the  difficulty 
suggested  by  the  Senator  from  Maine  is,  that 
we  liave  no  Superintendent  of  Public  Printing. 
Whose  fault  is  tiiat?  He  says  we  have  nojoint 
committee  in  regard  to  public  printing.  Wnose 
fault  is  that  ?  (Jertainly,  we  are  not  to  be  left 
without  public  documents  because  the  House  of 
Representatives  is  not  organized,  or  because  wo 
have  no  public  printer.  If  his  objection  be  good 
at  all,  it  applies  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public 
Printing;  for,  in  the  twelfth  section  of  the  law 
authorizing  the  appointment  of  a  Superintendent 
of  Public  Printing,  I  find  a  provision  •*  that  a 
committee,  consisting  of  three  members  of  the 
Senate  and  three  members  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, shall  be  appointed."  If  we  adopt 
the  view  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Maine, 
we  can  have  no  public  printing,  except  in  the  way 
pursued  the  other  day,  untS  we  have  a  Joint 
Committee  on  Public  Printing.  That,  I  take  it, 
is  not  the  case.  I  hope  the  motion  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Florida  will  be  agreed  to,  and  that  the 
report  will  be  printed  upon  the  same  terms  which 
were  adopted  in  regara  to  the  President's  mes- 
sage. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Will  the  Senator  from 
Virginia  state  his  motion  again  ? 

Mr.  MASON.  My  motion  was,  that  the  num- 
ber of  copies  suggested  by  the  Senator  Drom  Flor- 
ida [Mr.  zuLEEj  should  be  printed  in  conformity 
with  the  special  order  that  was  entered  in  refer- 
ence to  the  President's  n^essa^.  This  resolution 
can  be  made  to  correspond  with  that. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  beg  the  indulgence  of  the 
Senate  for  a  moment,  while  I  state  briefly  my 
views  on  this  subject,  and  the  course  which  1 
shall  take  upon  it.  I  cannot  a^e  with  the  Sen- 
ator from  Maine,  that  the  action  now  proposed 
abrogates  the  law,  but  I  agree  with  him  most 
fully  that  it  is  an  cva|^on  of  the  law.  That 
evasion  I  am  willing  to  carry  just  so  far  as  the 
necessities  of  the  Senate  demand,  and  no  farther. 
The  consequence  I  think  will  be,  that  so  much 
printing  as  the  Senate  orders  in  this  mode  for  its 
own  use  must  be  paid  for  out  of  its  contingent 
fund,  and  cannot  be  charged  to  the  Treasury,  un- 
less Congress,  by  a  subsequent  law,  shall  author- 
ize it  to  be  done.  The  document  that  is  now  laid 
before  the  Senate  may  be  of  such  importance  as 
to  make  its  early  printing  and  distribution  very 
necessary.  The  inclination  of  my  mind,  I  con- 
fess, is  tnat  it  is  not  so,  and  that  a  few  days'  de- 
lay would  work  no  difficulty  either  here  or  in  the 
country;  but  such  seems  to  be  the  impression  of 
Senators,  and  thus  far  I  am  willing  to  yield.  So 
I  am  willing  to  provide  for  the  current  printing 
of  the  Senate,  that  may  be  necessary  to  be  done 
from  day  to  day,  but  I  can  go  no  further;  for  it  is 
so  plain  an  evasion  of  the  existing  law  of  Con- 
gress in  respect  to  the  printing,  that  nothing  but 
an  imperative  necessity  to  enable  us  to  go  on  with 
the  business  of  the  Senate  ou^ht,  for  one  instant, 
to  induce  us  to  evade  it  in  this  way. 

Thus  much  I  have  thought  it  necessary  to  say 
in  order  that  my  action  at  this  time,  and  upon 
such  future  questions  of  a  similar  character  as 
may  arise,  may  not  be  misapprehended;  for,  if 
Congress  does  not  organize — if  a  public  printer 
shall  not  be  elected  by  the  Senate  for  iuelf,  if  a 
Superintendent  of  Public  Printing  shall  not  be 
confirdk^d,  there  is  nobody  to  blame  for  that  ex- 
cept one  or  both  branches  of  Congress. 
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Mr.  ADAMS.  Mr.  President,  if  I  understand 
the  Iftw,  as  read  by  the  Senator  from  Maine,  it 
contemplates  that  the  Senate  should  elect  a  public 
printer;  and  if  it  be  a  violation  of  the  law  to  order 
the  printing  of  the  communication  proposed  to  be 
printed,  we  are  each  day  violating  the  law  by 
not  electing  a  public  printer.  I  understand  the 
purpose  of  the  law  to  be,  that  when  there  is  a 
public  printer  you  shall  not  overslaugh  him  by 
assigning  the  public  printing  to  anoiner,  or  by 
orderinff  it  to  oe  done  in  any  other  way  than  in 
the  mode  pointed  out  by  law.  But  when  it  hap- 
pens, as  it  does  at  the  present  time,  that  we  have 
no  public  printer,  and  there  are  communications 
necessary  to  be  printed,  does  the  omission  to 
elect  a  public  printer  deprive  the  Senate  of  the 
right  to  have  its  necessary  communications 
prmted?  I  think  not.  I  think  that,  in  the  absence 
of  a  public  printer,  the  Senate  have  ample  power 
over  the  suoject,  to  order  whomsoever  they  think 
proper  to  do  their  public  printing,  to  any  extent 
they  think  proper.  1  thmk,  however,  the  Sen- 
ator from  Michigan  is  clearly  right  in  saying  tliat 
it  must  be  paid  lor  out  of  the  contingent  fund,  or 
a  law  must  be  passed  subsequently  authorizing 
it  to  bepaid  for  out  of  ihc  Treasury. 

Mt.  TOUCEY.  Mr.  President,  this  is  a  prop- 
osition to  print  extra  copies,  if  I  understand  it. 
The  law  on  that  point  is  very  clear  and  unequiv- 
ocal. It  requires,  in  so  many  words,  that  a 
proposition  of  that  kind  shall  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Printing.  1  read  from  the  act  on 
the  subject: 

"  All  motions  to  print  extra  copies  of  any  bill,  report,  or 
other  public  document,  phall  be  rettrred  to  the  membere  of 
tbe  Committee  on  Prmting  from  the  House  in  which  the 
Mune  may  be  made." 

The  Stnatc  cannot  make  an  order  for  the  print- 
ing of  extra  copies,  without  a  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  Printing  of  the  Senate,  but  in  direct 
violation  of  this  law;  and  it  then  becomes  a  ques- 
tion whether  the  Senate,  by  its  own  act,  can  either 
evade  that  law  or  can  violate  it.  That  is  to  say, 
can  the  Senate  do  an  act  which  will  be  valid, 
when  at  the  same  time  it  is  in  direct  violation  of 
public  law?  My  attention  has  not  been  drawn 
to  this  subject  until  recently;  but  I  think  it  is 
incompetent  for  the  Senate  to  make  an  order  to 
print  extra  copies  without  a  reference  of  the  mo- 
tion to  print  such  extra  copies  to  the  Committee 
on  Printing  of  this  body.  If  we  have  not  ap- 
pointed a  Committee  on  Priniinff,  what  then? 
We  can  appoint  one,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  appoint 
one;  but,  as  the  law  now  stands,  the  Senate  can- 
not order  extra  copies  to  be  printed  without  sub- 
mitting that  motion  or  proposition  to  a  Commit- 
tee on  Printing,  to  be  appointed  in  pursuance  of 
this  law. 

Inquiry  is  made  "how  it  was  the  other  day?" 
There  was  a  proposition  by  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Delaware  [Mr.  Clayton]  to  print  the 
annual  message  of  the  President;  but  tnc  atten- 
tion of  the  Senate  was  not  drawn  to  this  pro- 
vision of  the  law.  It  did  not  occur  to  mc  tnen, 
that  there  was  such  a  provision.  The  proposed 
order  then  passed  without  objection;  but  when 
the  subject  now  comes  up,  and  the  attention  of 
the  Senate  is  called  to  the  fact,  that  an  order  to 
print  extra  copies  is  in  direct  violation  of  existing 
law,  I  think  the  objection  ought  to  prevail.  I 
will  add  that  I  see  no  difficultjr  in  the  matter.  The 
Senate  can  very  easily  appoint  a  Committee  on 
Printing,  and  can  comply  with  the  law,  and  then, 
if  there  be  no  other  difficulty,  the  motion  can  be 
referred  to  that  committee,  or  we  can  take  the 
course  that  has  been  taken  heretofore,  and  order 
the  subject  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Printing  when  the  committee  shall  be  appointed. 

Mr.  xULEE.  I  suppose,  Mr.  President,  that 
a  delay  of  a  day  or  two  cannot  be  material. 
X  am  exceedingly  solicitous  that  all  the  subjects 
connected  with  the  finances  of  the  country  should 
go  before  the  people  as  fast  as  practicable  during 
the  session.  The  expenditures  of  the  Govern- 
ment are  becoming  very  large,  and  I  wish  to  bring 
the  intelligence  of  the  people  to  bear  on  that  sub- 
ject. Perhaps  it  is  unavoidable,  but  at  all  events 
It  is  not  unlikely  that  during  this  session  there 
will  be  some  efforts  on  the  part  of  Congress  to 
moijify  the  existing  revenue  laws.  Although  I 
..m  desirous  that  the  printing  of  this  document, 
which  is  a  large  one,  siiould  be  entered  on  as  early 
U3  possible,  t  shall  have  no  objection,  if  Sepotor's 
deem  it  desirable,  that^t  s^ouM  be  referred  (if  that 


be  the  proper  mode)  to  the  Committee  on  Printing, 
tobc  actedupon  by  them  when  organized.  I  sup- 
pose that  committee  ought  to  be  constituted  within 
a  day  or  two.  That  committee,  however,  may 
be  unable  to  act  until  there  has  been  an  organi- 
zation of  the  House,  and  there  is  no  telling  how 
long  we  may  be  delayed  if  we  wait  for  them.  1 
feel  disposed  to  be  governed  by  the  disposition  of 
the  Senate,  and,  instead  of  pressing  for  a  vote  on 
my  motion  now,  I  will,  if  the  Senate  prefer,  move 
tliat  it  lie  on  the  table  for  the  present,  and  in  the* 
course  of*  a  day  or  two  we  can  judge  whether  it 
be  advisable  to  make  the  order  or  not. 

Mr.  HALE.  If  it  is  in  order,  I  wish  to  move 
to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  all  after 
the  word  **  Resolved,**  and  inserting  a  proposi- 
tion for  the  reconsideration  of  the  vote,  ordering 
extra  numbers  of  the  President's  message  and 
accompanying  documents  to  be  printed,  which 
passed  on  Monday.  If  that  be  in  order,  I  have  a 
word  or  two  to  say  upon  it. 

The  PRESIDENT.    Such  a  motion  is  in  order. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  will  occupy  the  attention  of 
the  Senate  for  a  few  moments  on  my  proposition. 
I  make  the  motion  now,  because  it  was  not  my 
fortune  to  be  in  the  Senate  Chamber  when  the 
message  of  the  President  was  received,  irregu- 
larly, as  I  think — irregularly,  because  the  Senate, 
if  I  understand  their  proceedings,  had  only  noti- 
fied tlie  President  that  they  were  ready  to  receive 
such  communications  of  an  executive  nature  as 
he  might  be  pleased  to  make.  I  think  that  was 
the  vote  we  passed.  As  the  Senate  had  repeat- 
edly indicated  by  its  action,  when  gentlemen  pro- 
f)Osed  to  introduce  subjects  pertaining  to  the 
e^islation  of  the  country,  that  they  were  un- 
willing to  entertain  them,  (even  refusing  to  allow 
the  introduction^vf* a  bill  of  which  previous 
notice  had  been  given, J  and  as  the  President 
had  been  simply  notifiea  that  we  were  ready  to 
receive  from  him  messages  of  another  character, 
thereby  excluding  the  conclusion  that  we  were 
ready  to  receive  messages  relating  to  le^slation, 
and  as  we  had  refused  to  receive  legislative  busi- 
ness from  our  own  members,  I  think  it  was  a 
breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  Senate,  in  that 
state  of  facts,  for  the  President  to  send  us  a  mes- 
sage, particularly  after  he  had  acquiesced — I  be- 
lieve acquiescence  is  the  popular  doctrine  of  the 
day — for  four  weeks  in  that  state  of  the  case, 
and  had  submitted  to  the  propriety  of  the  con- 
struction which  the  Senate  haa  put  upon  its  or- 
ganization, and  refrained  to  send  any  message 
pertaining  to  legislation  here.  I  think,  then,  to 
spring  upon  the  Senate  with  this  document,  after 
waiting  four  weeks,  was  a  breach  of  the  privi- 
leges of  the  Senate,  and  can  only  be  excused  by 
an  illusion  that  the  President  must  have  ^ot  into 
his  head  frt>m  an  unfortunate  remark  which  fell 
some  days  since  from  the  Senator  from  Delaware, 
[Mr.  Clayton,]  that  the  country  was  waiting 
with  great  anxiety  to  see  it.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  YULEE.  I  ask  the  Senator  to  yield  for  a 
moment.  1  think  the  motion  which  the  Senator 
now  makes  is  in  the  nature  of  a  motion  to  recon- 
sider some  former  action  of  the  Senate;  and  I 
submit  to  the  Chair  that  it  is  not  properly  in  order 
as  an  amendment  to  a  proposition  to  print  a  spe- 
cific paper,  which  is  not  part  of  the  subject-matter 
about  which  the  Senator  is  talking. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  on  the 
motion  of  the  Senator  from  Vimnia.  The  prop- 
osition offered  by  the  Senator  from  New  Hamp- 
shire is  not  now  in  order.  After  the  subject  now 
before  the  Senate  shall  have  been  disposed  of,  it 
will  be  proper  to  entertain  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  ordering  the  printing  of  the  Presi- 
dent's message. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  understood  the  Chair,  in  an- 
swer to  a  question  which  I  put,  to  say  that  it  was 
in  order. 

The  PRESIDENT.    It  vrill  be  in  order. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  understood,  before  I  commenced, 
that  it  was  in  order. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  understood  the 
Senator  to  ask  whether  a  motion  to  reconsider  the 
vote  referred  to  would  be  in  order.  As  two  legis- 
lative days  have  not  intervened  since  the  adoption 
of  that  proposition,  the  motion  to  reconsider  will 
be  in  order,  but  not  until  the  pending  question  is 
disposed  of. 

Mr.  HALE.  Very  well,  sir.  I  can  wait  as  well 
as  the  country  did.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  ADAMS.    The  motion  of  th«  Senator ' 


from  Florida,  eis  I  understood,  was  to  lay  on  the 
table. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Did  the  Senator  from 
Florida  move  to  lay  the  motion  of  the  Senator 
from  Virginia  on  the  table  ? 

Mr.  YtJLEE.     I  did;  but  I  withdraw>it. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Mr.  President,  the  objection 
to  ordering  this  printing  to  be  done  in  this  man- 
ner is,  that  it  is  an  evasion  of  the  law.  If  it  were 
possible  to  obtain  the  printing  in  accordance  with 
the  terms  which  the  law  has  provided,  it  would 
be  proper  to  do  so;  but  it  is  impossible  that  it  can 
be  obtained  in  that  way.  But,  sir,  though  that 
is  the  case,  I  see  no  reason  why  we  cannot  elect 
a  public  printer  for  this  body  at  a  very  early  day. 
It  may  be  that  I  am  mistaken.  There  may  be 
some  serious  and  real  objection  to  the  election  of 
a  public  printer  at  present.  It  is  optional  with 
ourselves  to  throw  oostacles  in  our  way  and  not 
elect  a  public  printer,  and  then  go  on  and  dispose 
of  the  printing  in  this  way;  and  that  indirectly 
becomes  an  evasion  of  the  law. 

I  am  opposed  to  printing  anything  at  present, 
except  wnat  comes  in  strict  accordance  with  the 
law.  I  hope  that  motions  to  print  additional 
documents  will  not  be  insisted  upon  until  the 
Committee  on  Printing  shall  be  appointed,  be- 
cause the  law  requires  that  motions  to  print  extra 
numbers  shall  be  referred  to  that  committee.  1 
think,  however,  that  we  may  order  this  report  to 
be  printed  before  the  Committee  on  Printing  shall 
be  appointed.  It  is  the  annual  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  which  he  is  required  by 
law  to  make.  We  nave  a  rule  of  the  Senate 
which  provides  for  the  appointment  of — 

'^A  Committee  oo  Printing,  to  consist  of  three  memben, 
to  whom  shall  be  referred  every  qacBtion  on  the  phntinf 
of  documents,  reports,  or  other  matter,  transmitted  by 
either  of  tlie  cxecuUve  departments,  and  all  merooriala, 
petitions,  accompanying  documents,  together  wttb  all  otber 
matter,  Uic  printing  of  which  shall  be  moved,  excepting 
btllH  originating  in  Congress,  and  excepting,  also,  messages 
and  otiier  commtmications  rrom  the  President  of  the  (Joiied 
States,  and  such  reports  and  coromunicationB  from  the 
heads  of  Departments,  as  may  be  made  to  Coosreas,  or  to 
the  Scute,  in  obedience  to  law.'* 

With  the  exceptions  here  provided  for,  motions 
to  print  all  other  matter  must  be  referred  to  that 
committee.  This  report  comes  within  the  ex- 
ceptions, and,  therefore,  it  is  not  a  matter  which 
must  be  referred  to  the  committee.  The  only 
difficulty  about  the  matter  is,  that  there  is  no 
public  printer.  That  difficulty  can  be  easily 
overcome,  unless  I  am  mistaken  as  to  the  power 
of  this  body,  by  going  on  and  electing  a  public 
printer.  I  see  no  great  reason  why  those  who 
arc  so  anxious  to  see  the  documents  printed  may 
not  wait  for  a  day  or  two. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Senator  from 
Florida  renew  his  motion  ? 

Mr.  YULEE.    No,  sir. 

Mr.  TOUCEY.    I  renew  the  motion  that 


made  to  lay  the  subject  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CASS.  1  wish  to  say  a  word  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  motion  is  not  de- 
batable. 

Mr.  TOUCEY.    I  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  merely  desire  to  observe  that 
this  is  an  important  and  an  interesting  document 
to  the  people  of  this  countiy.  It  is  the  account 
of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  their  money 
for  the  fiscal  year.  They  want  to  see  it.  So  far 
as  respects  myself,  I  believe  it  comes  from  a  most 
able,  efficient,  and  faithful  officer,  and  I  trust  it 
will  be  printed. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  Mr.  President,  I  wish  to 
say  a  few  words  to  justify  my  own  course  in 
moving  to  print  the  President's  message.  When 
I  submitted  that  motion  I  did  not  conceive  that  I 
was  violating  any  law  of  tlie  land;  and  now,  after 
having  examined  the  act  to  which  ray  attention 
haa  been  called  particularly  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Maine,  and  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Connecticut,  I  do  not  see  that  there  is  any 
violation,  by  the  resolution  which  I  submittea, 
of  any  valid  -  provision  of  law.  What  are  the 
sections  of  the  law  to  which  reference  has  been 
made?  Section  ci^ht,  of  the  act  approved  August 
26,  1853,  to  provide  for  the  public  printing,  en- 
acts: 

"  That  there  shall  be  elected  n  public  printer  for  each 
Uoosc  of  Congress,  to  do  the  public  printing  for  the  Coa- 
gross  for  which  he  or  they  may  beclio^n,aitdsucb  prinlinff 
for  the  executive  departments  and  bureaus  of  the  Guvem- 
moot  o(  tbtt  United  States  as  may  be  delivered  to  ium  or 
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th^m  to  be  pruned  by  the  Superintendent  of  the  Public 
PriDting." 

Afterwards  comes  the  twelfth  section,  which 
was  properly  commented  upon  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  providing  for  a  joint 
committee  of  three  members  of  the  Senate,  and 
three  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
to  be  called  the  Joint  Committee  on  Printing. 

Those  are  very  salutary  provisions,  but  they 
were  not,  according  to  my  view,  intended  to  pre- 
vent the  Senate  from  printing  the  necessary  aoc- 
uments  to  enable  it  to  transact  the  public  business. 
We  have  no  public  printer,  no  Superintendent  of 
Printing,  no  Committee  on  Printing,  and  I  appre- 
hend we  may  be  without  some  of  them  for  many 
weeks  to  come;  and  because  we  have  not  all  these, 
is  it  impossible  for  us  to  order  the  printing  of  any 
paper  necessary  to  enable  us  to  proceed  with  the 
legislation  of  the  country  or  our  duties  as  mem- 
bers of  the  advisory  council  of  tlic  Executive  ? 
I  do  not  see,  in  the  course  which  the  Senate  has 
pursued,  any  inconsistency  whatever,  or  anything 
repugnant  to  the  law.  We  must  have  the  power 
to  order  printing  to  be  done,  of  we  have  not,  in 
fact,  the  power  to  legislate;  because  wc  cannot 
anderstand  the  papers  on  which  we  are  to  act 
unless  we  have  an  opportunity  to  read  them. 
When  a  public  printer  shall  have  been  elected, 
and  the  Committee  on  Printing  shall  have  been 
appointed,  and  when  all  the  things  which  tlie  law 
prescribes  sheill  have  been  done,  we  can  then 
apply  it  to  the  cases  embraced  by  our  own  rules; 
but,  for  the  present,  the  law  does  not  apply,  and 
cannot  be  operative  in  any  case. 

Sir,  if  there  was  an  act  directing  the  Sergeant- 
At-Arms  to  be  elected,  or  some  other  officer  to  be 
appointed  by  the  President  of  the  Senate  or  the 
SiKoker  of  the  House,  is  it  possible  that  the 
House  or  Senate  could  not  by  some  temporary 
arrangement  keep  order  until  the  officer  prescribed 
by  law  should  be  nnpointed?  Our  own  rules 
direct  what  papers  snail  be  referred  to  tlie  Com- 
mittee on  Printing,  and  expressly  except  the 
President's  messa^  and  documents,  and  the 
reports  of  heads  of  departments.  Each  House 
has  the  right  to  make  rules  to  govern  their  own 
proceedings,  and  we  have  made  ours,  and  they, 
and  not  a  law  conflicting  with  them,  must  govern 
us,  supposing  such  a  law  existed.  I  am  not  at 
all  solicitous  as  to  who  shall  print  the  document 
now  laid  on  the  table — the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  But  1  have  this  to  say  about  it, 
that  it  is  a  paper  of  so  much  importance  that  1 
shall  be  very  glad  to  have  it.  Whether  A  B,  or 
C  D,  shall  print  it  is  indeed  to  me  a  matter  of  no 
importance  whatever.  I  want  it  to  enable  me  to 
discharge  my  duties  here  as  a  Senator  of  the 
United  States.  I  do  not  think  it  right  that  I 
should  be  deprived  of  the  opportunity  to  examine 
it,  merely  because,  from  circumstances  which 
gentlemen  here  undcnttand  better  than  I  can  cx- 

flain,  wc  cannot  get  a  Superintendent  of  Public 
^rinting,  or  a  Committee  on  Printing,  or  because 
the  other  House  cannot  organize,  or  because  we 
cannot  appoint  a  public  printer. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Mr.  President,  the  laws 
which  have  been  referred  to  were  made  for  the 
ordinary  course  of  the  organization  of  Congress 
and  for  its  action.  We  ml  know  the  difficulties 
which  have  occurred  in  the  other  House  per- 
haps in  this,  which  have  prevented  us  taking  the 
steps  necessary  for  a  complete  oi^anization,  so 
as  to  secure  the  benefit  of  the  operation  of  these 
laws;  and  so  we  are  able  to  transact  no  business. 
We  are  able  to  do  nothing.  But  I  submit  that 
that  is  no  reason  why  wc  should  also  shut  up 
our  eyes  and  cars,  and  determine  to  know  noth- 
ing, and  that  the  country  shall  know  nothing, 
about  the  operations  of  the  Government.  This 
is  a  very  important  document.  It  is,  as  the  Sen- 
ator from  Michigan  has  well  said,  the  report 
of  the  fiscal  action  of  the  Government.  I  hope, 
therefore,  that,  whether  it  be  re^lar  or  irreg- 
ular, the  document  may  be  ordered  to  be  printed. 
The  manner  in  which  it  shall  be  printed,  the  per- 
son by  whom  it  shall  be  printed,  or  the  price  at 
which  it  shall  be  printed,  are  matters  of  no  kind 
of  consequence,  compared  with  the  importance 
of  having  this  report  given  to  the  people  as  soon 
after  the  first  Monday  in  December  as  the  two 
Houses  of  Concress  may  be  in  their  places. 

Mr.  TOUCEY.  Mr.  President,  the  objection 
which  I  made  refen^d  to  the  proposed  order  to 
print  «xtra  numbers.    The  Senator  iVom  Dela- 


ware did  not  refer,  in  commenting  upon  the  act 
of  August  26, 1852,  to  that  provision  which  is  in 
the  twelftli  section,  where  there  is  an  explicit 
enactment,  that  a  motion  to  print  extra  numbers 
of  any  document  shall  go  to  the  Committee  on 
Printing  of  the  House  in  which  the  motion  is 
made.  Congress  has  enacted  that  law,  and  the 
motion  which  is  here  made  to  print  extra  num- 
bers I  meant  to  insist  should  go  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing  according  to  law.  Beyond 
that  I  do  not  interpose  any  objection;  and  the 
motion  I  made  to  lay  on  the  table  was  with  the 
view  that  that  committee  might  be  appointed, 
and  might  act  upon  the  subject,  and  that  we  might 
go  forward  according  to  law. 

I  agree  that  this  document  is  a  very  important 
one.  I  should  be  very  unwilling  to  throw  any 
impediment  in  the  way  of  its  ])ublication  and 
its  distribution;  but  at  the  same  time  it  seems  to 
me  that  it  is  proper  that  this  body,  when  we  have 
the  power,  should  conform  to  the  law  which  we 
have  enacted ,  in  connection  with  the  other  House, 
for  the  purpose  of  guiding  the  action  of  both 
branches  of  Congress  in  a  matter  of  this  kind. 
The  publication  of  extra  numbers  of  documents 
had  become  an  evil;  that  is,  it  had  been  carried 
to  an  extent  which  made  it  an  evil;  and,  in  order 
to  remedy  that  evil,  and  to  introduce  caution  in 
the  publication  of  extra  numbers  of  documents, 
it  was  thought  fit  to  provide  by  law  that  every 
motion  of  that  kind  should  go  to  the  Committee 
on  Printing  of  that  branch  of  Congress  in  which 
the  motion  was  made.  Here  is  a  motion  to  print 
ten  tliousand  extra  copies  of  the  Treasury  report. 
I  am  in  favor  of  printing  that  number  of  extra 
copies.  That  is  my  individual  opinion.  I  am 
in  favor  of  printing  it,  and  in  the  earliest  legal 
manner,  but  I  am  not  willin|^  here  to  set  an  ex- 
ample before  the  country  of  violating  a  law  which 
we  have  enacted,  and  which  we  alone  cannot  re- 
peal. I  prefer  to  adhere  to  existing  law.  If  we 
violate  a  law,  let  it  be  done  inadvertently;  but 
when  the  subject  is  presented  to  either  House  of 
Congress,  I  hope  the  example  will  be  set  to  the 
country  of  adnering  to  law — of  submission  to 
law;  and  therefore,  notwithstanding  any  evil  that 
may  arise  in  the  present  case  in  delaying  the 
printing  of  the  Treasury  report,  I  prefer  to  sub- 
mit to  that  evil,  rather  than  here,  deUberately,  in 
the  face  of  the  country,  to  trample  upon  a  law 
of  our  own  enactment. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  do  not  think  it  is  tramp- 
ling on  any  law  of  our  own  enactment,  or  the 
enactment  of  any  other  body.  When  a  Com- 
mittee on  Printingshall  be  appointed,  undoubtedly 
any  motion  made  to  print  an  extra  number  of 
documents  of  a  certain  class  should  be  referred 
to  that  committee;  but  is  it  possible  we  are  to 
remain  here  for  months,  during  which  time  the 
other  House  may  refuse  to  organize,  deprived  of 
the  power  of  informing  the  people  of  the  country 
what  is  contained  in  the  President's  message,  and 
what  is  contained  in  the  public  documents  that 
come  from  the  heads  or  departments?  That 
might  be  the  result  of  the  Senator's  construction. 

Mr.  TOUCEY.  Will  the  honorable  Senator 
allow  me  to  interrupt  him  ?  I  would  suggest  that 
it  is  not  necessary  that  the  House  should  act 
upon  that  subject.  We  appoint  a  Committee  on 
Printing,  and  any  motion  for  the  publication  of 
extra  documents  by  the  Senate  is  referred  to  the 
Senate  Committee  on  Printing,  and  the  com- 
mittee on  the  part  of  the  House  has  no  power  to 
act  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  But  they  must  meet  in  joint 
committee,  and  the  decisions  of  that  committee 
must  often  decide  propositions  to  print.  From 
the  necessity  of  the  case,  we  must  apply  our- 
selves, if  we  have  no  other  resource,  to  the  con- 
tingent fund  of  the  Senate 

The  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Senator  from 
Connecticut  insist  on  his  motion  to  lay  the  sub- 
ject on  the  table  ? 

Mr.  TOUCEY.  I  do,  so  that  the  motion  to 
print  extra  numbers  may  hereafter  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  BROWN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
and  they  were  ordered;  and,  being  taken,  re- 
sulted— yeas  18,  nays  23;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messra.  Adanra,  Clny,  Collamer,  Durkee,  Fes- 
senden,  Fitzpatrick,  Foot,  Hamlin,  John:«Qn,  Jones  of 
Iowa,  Mallory,  Sctmstian,  ^lidell,  Sumner,  Toucey,  Trum- 
bull, Wade,  and  VVilsoQ~18. 

NAY0— MoMn.  AUen,  B«U  of  Nsw  Hampdiire,  BtU  of 


Tennewee,  Benjamin,  Bright,  Bmdhead.  Brown,  Cafs, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Dodcc,  Evans,  Fifh,  Geyer,  Hale, 
Jnnoti  of  IVnnMwee,  Ma^on,  Rusk,  Seward,  Stuan, 
Thompson  of  Kentucky,  WeUer,  and  Yulee— 23. 

So  the  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BROWN.  I  rise  simply  to  mention  a  fact 
in  connection  with  this  subject  which  I  suppose 
has  escaped  the  attention  of  some  Senators.  At 
the  opening  of  the  last  Congress,  the  President's 
message  and  accompanying  documents  were  sent 
in  under  the  law  which  is  still  in  force.  They 
were  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  the  work  was  done 
by  the  previous  printer,  Greneral  Armstrong,  who, 
it  will  DC  recollected,  was  not  elected  printer  of 
the  Senate  at  that  Congress.  He  was  not  printer 
of  the  Senate  at  that  time.  We  had  no  phnter. 
Some  days  afterwards  Mr.  Beverly  Tucker  was 
elected,  but  the  former  printer  went  on,  and  ex- 
ecuted the  job,  as  the  title-pnge  will  show;  and 
yet  there  was  no  question  raised  then  about  the 
law,  or,  if  the  question  was  raised,  it  was  cer- 
tainly determined  in  accordance  with  the  course 
which  things  have  taken  now,  that,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  any  regular  printer  to  the  body,  the  late 
printer  does  whatever  work  is  ordered. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Mason  was  agreed  to; 

and  the  motion  of  Mr.  Yulee,  as  amenaedf  was 

agreed  to.    So  it  was 

Ordert^j  Tliai  the  annual  report  of  the  Secretar}'  of  the 
Treasury  on  the  finances  be  printed,  with  the  documents 
communicated  therewitli,  and  tJiut  ten  thousand  additional 
copies  of  the  same  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  aud 
five  hundred  additional  copies  thereof  be  al?o  printed  Tor 
the  U"*  of  the  Treasury  Department,  by  tlie  printer  of  the 
Senate  for  the  last  Congress,  at  rates  not  exceeding  those 
established  by  existing  laws. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATIONS. 

Mr.  CASS.  Mr.  President,  I  have  seen,  with- 
in a  day  or  two,  the  report  in  tlie  Globe  of  a 
protracted  and  somewhat  desultory  debate  in  the 
other  wing  of  the  Capitol,  in  which  the  opinions 
of  my  colleague  and  myself,  respecting  the  prin- 
ciples and  operation  of  the  acts  for  the  govern- 
ment of  Kansas  and  Nebraska  had  become  a 
matter  of  grave  investigation  by  the  Represent- 
atives of  the  nation;  and  witnesses  were  called 
to  the  stand  to  testify  concerning  the  views  we 
took  of  this  general  subject  dunng  the  political 
campaign  which  followed  the  passage  of  those 
laws.  As  it  may  be  considered  necessary  for  tlie 
public  welfare  still  further  to  prosecute  this  im- 
portant inquiry,  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  saving 
the  valuable  time  of  the  coordinate  branch  of  the 
Legislature  by  saying,  that  if  any  interest  con- 
tinues to  be  attached  to  my  position,  in  relation 
to  this  matter,  it  may  be  cratincd,  witliout  a  resort 
to  this  high  proceeding, l)y  turning  to  a  copy  of 
the  volume  1  hold  in  my  hand,  being  the  twenty- 
ninth  volume  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  where 
will  be  found,  beginning  at  the  two  hundred  and 
seventieth  page,  my  remarks  upon  the  passage 
of  those  acts,  containing  my  full  views  of  the  va- 
rious questions  connected  with  them.  Tlu  etineui 
inquirtr  after  the  truth  <f  history  will  find  I  there 
maintained  that  the  people  of  every  organized 
Territory,  possessed  of  a  Legislature,  have  the 
right,  through  such  Legislature,  to  regulate  all 
the  relations  of  domestic  life — those  of  parent  and 
child,  of  husband  and  wife,  and  of  master  mid 
servant,  and  of  all  similar  conditions,  and  to  in- 
troduce or  abolish  slavery,  as  fully  as  the  people 
of  a  State;  and  that  the  cnangefrom  a  Territorial 
to  a  State  government  does  notcnlar^,  ordimin- 
ish,  or  change  this  power  of  legislation.  I  con- 
sider it  an  essential  attribute  of  the  right  of  man  to 
govern  himself,  without  interference  elsewhere. 
That  great  American  principle,  human  indeed, 
nicknamed,  in  these  days  of  progress,  not  always 
forward,  **  squatter  sovereignty,**  which  neither 
ridicule  nor  reproach,  neiiner  hard  words  nor 
opprobrious  epithets  can  drive  from  the  hearts 
of  the  American  people,  enshrined  as  it  there  is, 
by  all  the  glories  of  tJic  past,  by  all  the  blessings 
of  the  present,  and  by  all  the  hopes  of  the  future, 
I  shall  take  the  first  opportunity  which  presents 
itself  to  the  Senate,  as  it  no  doubt  will  ere  lon^, 
to  express  more  fully  my  sentiments  upon  this 
interesting  subject.  As  to  my  colleague,  the  Sen- 
ate and  tlic  country  know  that  he  is  fully  compe- 
tent to  define  and  defend  his  own  position.. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  am  not  disposed,  at  this  pe- 
riod, and  in  this  informal  manner,  to  consume  the 
time  of  the  Senate.  But  for  what  has  been  said 
by  my  distin^ished  colleague,  1  should  have 
been  entirely  silenti  and  I  now  only  am  disposed 
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to  say  that  what  was  stated  in  the  debate  alluded 
to,  by  the  gentleman  who  immediately  represents 
the  aistrict  in  which  I  reside,  I  have  no  doubt 
whatever,  was  honestly  said.  In  one  respect, 
however,  he  fell  into  a  slight  error,  and  at  a 
proper  time,  and  upon  a  proper  occasion)  I  shall 
undertake  to  show  at  some  length  the  extent  and 
character  of  that  error.  I  only  desire  to  say 
now,  sir,  that  as  I  understood  those  Senators  who 
voted  for  what  is  called  the  Kansas-Nebraska 
act,  came  to  a  tacit  understanding,  so  far  as  they 
and  the  party  to  which  they  belonged  w*ere  con- 
cerned, to  submit  the  question  of  slavery,  with 
all  others  of  a  kindred  character,  to  the  people  to 
be  affected  thereby.  In  all  the  discussions  which 
I  had  in  my  own  State — and  they  were  somewhat 
numerous  and  lengthy — I  took  that  ground,  and 
no  other.  1  said  here,  when  the  bin  was  under 
consideration,  what  I  did  not  say  there.  I  did 
not  there  express  a  regret  at  its  introduction,  nor 
did  I  say  a  word  in  respect  to  its  policy.  I  lived 
up  at  home  to  just  that  creed  which  I  expected 
gentlemen  residing  in  other  parts  of  the  Union  to 
live  up  to — a  fair  and  full  bona  fide  execution  of  the 
Kansas-Nebraska  act,  authorizing  the  people  in 
the  Territories  and  in  the  States  to  legislate  for 
themselves  on  the  subject  of  slavery.  I  insisted 
that  it  was  fair,  was  reasonable,  was  judicious, 
BO  far  as  Congress  was  concerned,  even  if  they 
possessed  the  power,  to  leave  the  matter  to  the 
people. 

THE  president's  ANNUAL  MESSAGE. 

Mr.  HALE.  Mr.  President,  I  do  not  rise  for 
the  purpose  of  making  a  personal  explanation, 
because  I  believe  that  the  country  thinks  of  no 
very  great  consequence  what  the  opinion  of  any 
individual  Senator  may  be;  but,  sir,  I  have  not  a 
word  to  say  against  tlie  propriety  of  those  gentle- 
naen  from  northern  States  who  voted  for  the 
Kansas-Nebraska  bill,  and  are  still  members  of 
the  Senate,  making  explanations;  for  there  is  not 
one  of  them  that  has  ever  had  his  election  sub- 
mitted to  the  people  of  a  free  State,  who  has  had 
a  chance  to  make  an  explanation  on  this  floor,  or 
will  be  likely  to  get  it  very  soon.  Hence,  I  have 
not  a  word  to  say  about  that. 

I  have  but  a  single  word  to  say  in  relation  to 
what  has  fallen  from  the  honorable  Senator  fVom 
Michigan,  [Mr.  Cass.]  Nobody  entertains  a 
higher  respect  for  that  honorable  Senator  than  I 
do.  There  is  no  State  in  the  Union  that  cher- 
ishes his  name  with  more  just  pride  than  the 
State  which  1  have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent; 
and  there  is  nobody  that  will  defend  his  fame, 
when  unjustly  assailed,  with  more  zeal  or  with 
more  generosity  than  the  citizens  of  that  State. 
His  fair  fame  they  consider  a  part  of  their  inher- 
itance. But  permit  me  to  tell  him,  with  a»much 
kindness  as  1  entertain  towards  him— and  cer- 
tainly no  man  feels  more— that  there  have  been 
more  tears  shed,  than  congratulations  expressed, 
at  the  course  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  take  upon  that 
biU.  '  ^ 

I  rise  now,  sir,  to  make  a  motion  which  the 
Chair  notified  me  was  in  order  a  short  time  since. 

The  PRESIDENT.  When  the  Chair  indi- 
cated to  the  honorable  Senator  that  the  motion 
was  in  order,  he  was  not  aware  that  the  order  of 
the  Senate  had  been  partly  executed — that  the 
copy  had  passed  from  the  hands  of  the  Secretary 
to  the  hands  of  the  printer. 

Mr.  HALE.  Whatever  has  been  done  by  the 
officers  of  the  Senate  cannot  divest  a  Senator 
here  of  his  constitutional  right  to  make  a  motion 
to  reconsider. 

The  PRESIDENT.    It  is  clearly  within  the 

{)ower  of  the  Senator  to  make  the  motion,  two 
egislative  days  not  having  intervened  since  the 
order  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HALE.  If  the  matter  has  got  into  such 
a  state  that  the  order  which  we  may  make  cannot 
be  carried  out,  it  is  not  my  fault.  My  motion  is, 
to  reconsider  the  vote  adopting  the  resolution 
ordering  extra  copies  of  the  President's  message 
and  accompanying  documents  to  be  printed,  and 
I  will  now  state  the  reasons  which  impel  me  to 
make  this  motion.  I  had  begun  to  state  the  rea- 
sons for  my  proposition  when  it  was  suggested 
to  me  bv  the  Chair,  that  I  was  not  in  order  at  that 
stage  of  the  matter.  The  first  reason  was,  that 
the  message,^ OS  I  indicated,  was  irregularly  sent 
to  the  Senate,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  in  violation 
of  an  understanding  which  the  President  under- 


stood by  the  resolution  we  had  sent  to  him,  and 
by  the  course  he  had  taken  for  four  weeks.  He 
knew,  from  our  action,  that  we  were  not  in  ses- 
sion to  receive  messages  touching  our  legislative 
capacity;  and  therefore  I  think  that  the  message 
was  irregularly  sent,  and,  if  I  had  been  in  my 
seat,  I  should  nave  voted  not  to  receive  it,  for  that 
reason.  But  it  has  been  received,  and  a  motion 
has  been  made  to  print  it.  That  motion  has 
been  agreed  to,  and  I  now  move  to  reconsider 
that  vote,  because  I  bolieve  the  document  should 
not  receive  that  compliment  at  the  hands  of  the 
Senate ;  it  is  not  enUtled  to  it ;  and  I  will  state 
some  of  my  reasons  for  this  opinion. 

I  have  no  right  to  assign  any  motive  to  the 
President  for  sending  the  message  here  under  the 
circumstances  under  which  ho  transmitted  it.  I 
shall  not  do  so;  but,  sir,  there  is  a  privilege 
which  appertains  to  the  Yankee  nation  univer- 
sally, ana  that  is  guessing.  That  we  have  the 
right  to  resort  to,  and  I  can  only  guess  what  the 
object  was.  I  am  not  going  to  undertake  to  say, 
that  the  sending  of  the  message  at  the  time  when 
it  was  sent,  with  the  extraordinary  doctrines 
which  it  contains,  had  any  possible  relation  to 
the  fact  that  several  southern  Democratic  State 
conventions  were  to  sit  about  the  8th  of  Janu- 
ary, and  that  it  became  important  to  let  it  be 
known  what  were  the  views  entertained  by  the 
President  on  certain  points  before  those  conven- 
tions sat.  If  he  did  have  any  such  view  as  that, 
I  wish  to  say  to  the  President,  here  from  my 

f>lace,  tliat  he  spoke  too  late,  altogether.  He  is 
ike  a  desperate  politician,  or  a  speculator  of 
desperate  fortunes,  coming  in  just  as  the  auction 
has  closed,  who  makes  a  tremendous  high  bid, 
but  the  article  has  been  struck  off  to  another 
man  before  ho  got  in.  He  is  just  as  effectually 
"out  of  the  ring**  as  if  he  had  held  his  tongue. 
It  is  unkind  of  those  gentlemen  who  are  the 
peculiar  friends  of  the  President  to  let  him  labor 
under  such  a  delusion  any  longer.  There  is  no 
more  chance  of  his  being  renominated,  than  there 
is  of  one  of  our  pases  receiving  that  honor.  He 
may  be  told  so,  and  he  may  be  flattered  into  be- 
lieving it,  until  about  the  time  when  the  National 
Convention  sits.  But  I  wish  to  suggest  to  his 
particular  friends,  whetlier  it  is  not  unkind,  seeing 
that  the  President  can  make  nothing  by  it,  to 
let  him  get  down  on  his  knees  and  humble  him- 
self, ana  insult  his  native  State,  by  the  insinua- 
tions with  which  his  message  is  filled,  when  it 
can  do  no  possible  good  to  anybody  on  earth. 
The  thins  is  done;  the  matter  is  settled.  He  has 
been  used  just  as  much  as  you  want  to  use  him, 
and  he  will  be>4hrown  aside.  In  fact,  he  is 
thrown  aside  already,  though  he  does  not  know 
it. 

Now,  sir,  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  in  r^^d 
to  the  doctrines  of  the  message .  In  the  first  phice , 
the  President  has  a  great  deal  to  say  about  Cen- 
tral America,  as  if  that  were  the  engrossing 
subject  with  the  people  at  this  time,  f  tell  the 
President  that  there  is  a  central  place  in  the  Uni- 
ted States — not  Central  America,  Central  United 
StateS'-called  Kansas,  about  which  the  people  of 
this  country  are  thinking  vastly  more  at  this  time 
than  they  are  about  Central  America  down  in  the 
land  of  fillibusters ;  and  it  seems  to  me  that  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  would  have  discharged 
justas  appropriately  his  proper  constitutional  func- 
tions if  he  had  favore.d  us  a  little  with  that,  instead 
of  consuming  so  much  space  upon  Central  Amer- 
ica, outside  of  the  United  States;  I  do  not  wish  to 
enter  the  list  with  the  distinguished  Senators  who 
have  spoken  on  this  message — the  Senator  from 
Delaware,  [Mr.  Clayton;]  the  Senator  from 
Michigan,  [Mr.  Cass;]  and  my  friend  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Ssward;]  because,  if  I  were  to  do  so, 
though  there  would  be  no  foundation  for  such  a 
charse  in  fact,  public  rumor  would  at  once  say 
that  1  was  ambitious  to  put  myself  forward  as 
the  lieutenant  of  a  compNeuDy  of  gentlemen  who 
occupy  distinguishedpositions  before  the  country. 
It  is  for  this  reason  that  I  toucli  on  Central  Amer- 
ica with  great  caution  and  great  diffidence.  Cen- 
tral America,  sir,  is  an  agitating  subject  just  at 
this  time,  and  it  is  seized  upon  by  those  agitators 
who  do  not  think  it  prudent  to  take  hold  of  a  sub- 
ject which  will  really  agitate  the  people.  They 
care  nothioff  about  Central  America — not  a  straw ; 
the  whole  thing  is  a  humbug  exploded  long  ago. 
I  wish,  however,  to  state  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Senate  and  the  country,  for  a  moment,  what  the 


whole  of  this  great  Monroe  doctrine  really  is. 
Does  the  country  know  that  it  is  entirely  of 
British  origin?  This  doctrine,  which  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  of  the  present  day,  so  called,  are 
going  to  elevate  and  put  prominently  before  the 
country  as  a  great  question,  was  a  position  taken 
by  Mr.  Monroe  at  the  suggestion  of  the  British 
Cabinet,  and  he  did  not  taKc  it  until  the  British 
Cabinet  told  him  they  'would  stand  up  to  him  if 
he  did  take  it.  I  make  this  statement  on  the 
authority  of  the  late  Mr.  Calhoun,  formerly  a 
Senator  on  this  floor  from  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  who  made  this  distinct  declaration  on 
the  floor  of  the  Senate  on  the  15th  day  of  May, 
1848.  Gh^ntlemen  who  are  desirous  of  finding  liis 
statement  in  full  may  find  it  in  the  nineteenth 
volume  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  being  the 
Appendix  for  the  first  session  of  the  Thirtieth 
Congress.  He  made  some  remarks  on  the  15th 
day  of  May,  1848,  in  which  he  gave  the  origin 
of  the  Monroe  doctrine. 

He  said,  that  after  the  Allied  Powers  had  over- 
thrown Bonaparte,  and  reinstated  the  Bourbons 
on  the  throne  of  J^rance,  England  was  rather  an 
unwilling  ally.  The  Holy  Alliance,  so  called, 
then  took  it  mto  their  heads,  having  conquered 
Bonaparte,  and  established  the  doctrines  of  des- 
potism in  the  Old  World,  to  turn  their  eyes  to 
this  hemisphere,  and  put  down  public  sentiment 
in  South  America.  When  the  Holy  Alliance 
took  that  view,  England  hesitated,  and  intimated 
to  Mr.  Rush,  who  was  then  Minister  of  this 
country  at  Great  Britain,  that  if  the  United  States 
would  take  a  position,  and  defy  the  Allies  if  they 
should  undertake  any  such  measures.  Great  Brit- 
ain would  sustain  our  Government  in  it.  I  will 
read  the  very  words  of  Mr.  Calhoun.    He  said: 

"  Canning  wax  tlien  Prime  Minister.  He  informed  Mr. 
Rush  of  the  projects,  and  gave  fo  him  at  the  some  time  the 
a.«8urence  that,  if  eustainod  by  the  United  Slates,  GretA 
Britain  would  re«Bt.  Mr.  Rueb  immediateljr  commune 
cated  UiiH  to  our  Government.  It  was  received  here  wUb 
joy,  for  so  ^eat  was  the  power  of  the  Alliance^  that  even 
wc  did  not  feci  ourselves  safe  from  it»  interpositions.  In- 
deed, it  wns  anticipated  almost  as  a  certain  pesott,  that,  if 
the  interference  took  pUce  \^b  theGovemmenU  ofScmtiti 
America,  the  Alliance  would  ultimately  extend  its  imer- 
ference  to  oureelvcg.  I  remember  the  reception  of  the  dis- 
patch from  Mr.  Rush  as  distinctly  as  if  all  the  circumstance* 
bad  occurred  yesoerday.'' 

He  said,  further,  that  the  subject  was  submit- 
ted to  every  member  of  Mr.  Monroe's  Cabinet, 
and  the  result  was  the  famous  declaration  of  Mr. 
Monroe.  Afterwards,  Elng^land  withdrew  from 
the  Alliance,  but  the  attempt  which  was  feared 
was  never  made.  I  will  give  you  the  conclusioa  of 
the  matter  in  Mr.  Calhoun's  words: 

"  That  very  movement  on  the  part  of  England^  sustained 
by  this  declaration,  gave  a  blow  to  the  celetmited  ARiahce 
from  which  it  never  recovered.  From  that  time  ftmvard 
it  gradually  decayed,  till  it  utterly  perished.  The  late  rev- 
olutions in  Europe  have  put  an  end  to  all  its  work,  and 
nothing  remains  of  all  that  it  ever  did." 

But,  sir,  in  the  extent  to  which  it  has  been 
undertaken  to  be  pushed,  it  was  never  intended 
by  Mr.  Monroe,  and  never  has  been  sustained  by 
this  country,  and,  I  venture  to  say,  never  will  be 
Sir,  I  am  not  afraid  of  war  with  Great  Britain. 
I  have  not  the  slightest  fear  of  any  such  thin^. 
My  fears  are  the  other  way.  My  fears  are  that 
she  cannot  do  anything  that  will  wake  up  the 
national  spirit  beyond  a  little  talk  and  recrimina- 
tion against  those  who  are  supposed  not  to  favor 
certain  views.  "Why  do  I  thmk  so .'  Because  I 
know  the  history  of  the  past,  I  know  when  you 
made  it  one  of  tnc  issues  in  this  country  that  we 
should  insist  on  the  boundary  line  of  54^  40*  or 
fight:  I  know  that  when  Mr.  James  K.  Polk  took 
the  oath  of  office,  on  the  eastern  portico  of  this  Cap- 
itol, he  delivered  an  inaugural  address,  in  which 
he  declared  that  our  title  to  the  whole  of  Oregon 
was  "clear  and  indisputable"— just  as  clear  as 
our  title  to  the  District  of  Columbia — for  that  is 
only  clear  and  indisputable,  (there  cannot  be 
anything  clearer  than  that;)  and  I  know,  after 
that,  after  it  had  been  made  an  issue  upon  which 
Mr.  Polk  came  into  the  presidential  chair,  and 
after  the  Democracy  pledged  themselves  to  sustain 
our  rights  in  Oregon  or  fight,  and  after  it  was 
proclaimed,  under  those  circumstances,  from  the 
eastern  portico  of  this  Capitol,  as  our  Indisputable 
territory,  what  was  our  next  cha])ter?  Wliy,  sir, 
we  gave  it  all  away  to  Great  Britain — we  gave 
her  more  than  she  asked.  We  gave  away  Van- 
couver's Island,  sustaining  the  same  relative 
positions  to  the  harbors  on  the  Pacific  coast  and 
the  Columbia  river  that  Cuba^oes  to  the  harbors 
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on  the  Gulf  coast  and  to  the  Mississippi.  "We 
gave  that  away  to  Great  Britain  without  asking 
for  a  consideration.  The  next  chapter  in  the 
history  of  the  same  Administration  was,  that 
thej  offered  $200,000,000  for  Cuba.  That  is  the 
difference  between  territory  North  and  South! 
Vancouver's  Island  could  be  given  away,  but 
Cuba  was  to  be  bought  even  at  the  cost  of 
|s»0,000,000! 

Sir,  I  have  had  occasion  to  allude  to  these 
transactions  before,  and  I  have  stated  on  other 
occasions,  and  I  repeat  now,  that  there  is  one 
curious  fact  in  regard  to  our  territorial  treaties, 
and  it  is  a  very  curious  one.  I  do  not  know  but 
that  it  is  what  Mr.  Weller — I  do  not  mean  the 
member  of  the  Senate,  but  Sam  Weller,  of  Pick- 
wickian memory — would  call  an  "astonish- 
ing coincidence.  *  At  any  rate,  the  fact  is,  that 
every  treaty  that  has  been  made  in  regard  to  ter- 
ritory on  our  northern  border  has  been  to  cut  off" 
and  give  away.  We  cut  off  Maine,  and  sold  to 
Great  Britain  all  she  wanted,  which  was  a  good 
military  road  from  Nova  Scotia  to  Canada,  and 
then  we  gave  away  an  empire  to  her  on  the  Ore- 
gon question.  On  the  South,  however,  we  have 
always  taken.  We  have  constantly  been  cutting 
off  at  one  end,  and  buying  at  the  other,  and  when 
we  could  not  sell  northern  territory,  we  gave  it 
away. 

Then,  sir,  I  think  I  can  say  to  the  President, 
that  the  people  would  have  been  quite  as  much 
pleased  to  hear  a  little  more  about  kansas,  as  so 
much  about  Central  America.  The  President, 
however,  does  have  a  very  little  to  say  about 
Kansas — a  very  little  indeed.     He  says: 

"  Jn  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  tliere  have  been  act«  prejn- 
dictal  to  good  order^  but  as  yet  none  have  occurred  to  justify 
the  interposition  or  the  Federal  Executive." 

I  wish  that  were  true;  but  I  take  issue  with 
him.  I  say  the  interposition  of  the  Federal  Ex- 
ecutive has  been  there,  and  it  has  been  there  on 
the  side  of  those  very  acts  of  violence.  Sir,  the 
people  of  Kansas  have  had  to  protect  themselves 
against  mob  law,  instigated  by  the  President  and 
sustained  by  his  officials  there.  When  he  says 
there  has  been  nothing  to  "justify"  official  m- 
terposition,  I  admit  it  is  true  there  was  nothing 
to  justify  it;  but  the  inten>osition  was  there, 
whether  justified  or  not.  Then  he  goes  on  to 
say  that  the  people  of  Kansas  must  be  protected. 
Well,  sir,  they  will  be  protected;  but  they  have  not 
had  protection  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  Do  you  not  know,  sir,  does  not  the  Sen- 
ate know,  and  does  not  the  country  know,  that 
Governor  Reeder  came  home  and  proclaimed  in 
the  ears  of  the  President  that  Kansas  was  a  con- 

Siered  country?  And  wjiat  did  he  do?  The 
ovcrnor  told  nim  that  Kansas  was  conquered. 
What  do  you  ^uppose  Greneral  Jackson  would 
have  done,  if  one  of  his  Governors  had  come  to 
Washington  and  said,  **  General,  that  Territory 
which  you  sent  me  to  govern  has  been  con- 
quered. '  "  Why,  in  the  name  of  the  Eternal,'* 
he  would  have  said,  "who  has  conquered  it?'* 
He  would  have  called  upon  the  country  for  all  its 
military  force  and  all  its  volunteer  force  to  retake 
it.  But,  sir,  it  was  not  to  Greneral  Jackson  that 
the  story  was  told,  but  to  another  and  different 
sort  of  roan.  What  was  t^ie  answer?  The  Pres- 
ident turned  him  out.  He  said:  **  Governor,  we 
have  no  further  need  of  your  services;  we  wish 
you  all  prosperity,  but  you  are  not  the  man  to 
carry  out  squatter  sovereignty  in  Kansas. "  Then 
he  took  Mr.  Wilson  Shannon;  and  Mr.  Wilson 
Shannon  went,  shouting  over  the  plains  as  he 
went  that  he  was  for  slavery  in  Kansas.  He 
went  too  fast;  and,  I  think,  between  the  North 
and  the  South ,  Mr.  Wilson  Shannon  will  not  find 
a  very  wide  place  to  stand  upon.  I  do  not  think 
he  wUl  find  a  friend  here  to  say,  "God  save  him !  ** 
when  his  time  comes  up. 

So  much  for  Kansas.  After  this  brief  allusion 
to  it  in  his  message  the  Presicfent  undertakes  to 
read  a  long  lecture  upon  slavery.  It  is  not  the 
first  time  the  President  has  delivered  lectures  on 
slarery,  and  I  have  a  word  or  two  to  say  on  the 
view  which  he  takes  of  it.  The  President  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  paper  which  he  sent  here  a 
few  days  ago,  takes  the  ground  that  the  gentle- 
men wno  do  not  agree  with  him  in  his  peculiar 
notions  arc  the  enemies  of  the  Constitution.  He 
so  puts  it,  for  he  says: 

*<  If  the  friendf  of  the  Cqn^tntlqii  ve  to  have  another 
■tmcgie,  lis  eneaiiet  could  not  preteot  a  mdte  acceptable 


issue,  than  that  of  a  State,  whose  constitution  clearly  em- 
braces *  a  republieaa  ftmn  of  p^vemment,'  beinf  excluded 
fVoin  the  Union  becaufc  its  domestic  institutionfl  may  not 
in  all  respects  comport  with  the  ideas  of  what  ii  wise  and 
expedient  entertained  in  some  other  State." 

Thus  the  President  undertakes  to  designate  as 
enemies  of  the  Constitution  those  who  differ  from 
him  on  this  subject.  I  do  not  know  how  others 
feel,  but  I  sayit  is  an  insult  to  the  majority  of 
this  nation.  The  President  knows,  if  he  reads 
anything  beyond  the  most  servile  sheets  that  his 
creatures  send  to  him,  tliat  the  public  sentiment 
of  this  country  condemns  most  decidedly  his 
action  in  that  Territory.  No  man  knows  it  better 
than  he,  or  at  least  no  man  ought  to  know  it 
better;  and  when  he  goes  on  to  characterize  as 
enemies  of  the  Constitution  those  who  differ  from 
him,  he  knows  he  so  characterizes  certainly  one 
half  of  the  popular  branch  of  Congress,  and  quite 
a  number  of  tne  members  of  the  Senate — no  mat- 
ter for  them,  however;  as  they  do  not  belong  to 
"healthy  organizations,"  let  them  take  care  of 
themselves.  I  will  not  speak  for  them,  but  I 
speak  for  myself,  and  I  say  the  President  can  do 
me  no  sort  of  harm  by  any  such  deaunciation  as 
this.  I  am  perfectly  wiUing  to  take  it;  but,  sir, 
standing  here  as  a  representative  of  our  native 
State — his  and  mine  together — I  will  not  have  him 
hurl  such  an  imputation  as  that  unchallenged  or 
unrebuked.  He  has  no  right  to  designate  any 
men  who  are  here  under  the  same  oath  to  support 
the  Constitution  which  he  has  taken,  as  enemies 
of  the  Constitution;  and  when  he  does  it  he  comes 
down  from  the  high  place  which  Grod,  in  his  wrath 
for  the  punishment  of  our  national  sins,  and  for 
the  humiliation  of  our  national  pride ,  has  permitted 
him  to  occupy.  I  say  he  comes  down  from  that 
high  place  into  the  arena  of  a  vulgar  demagogue, 
and  strips  bimself  of  evcrytliinor  which  should 
clothe  with  dignity  the  oflice  of  President  of  the 
United  States.  I  deny  the  issue;  I  hurl  it  back 
in  his  face;  I  tell  him,  when  he  undertakes  to 
designate  these  men  as  enemies  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, he  abuses  and  defames  men  whose  shoe- 
latchets  he  is  not  worthy  to  untie. 

Sir,  these  are  plain  words,  but  the  time  demands 
tliem.  When  the  President  of  the  United  States 
sends  such  a  message  as  this  to  me,  or  to  a  body 
of  which  I  am  a  member,  I  shall  be  restrained  by 
no  consideration  from  speaking  what  I  believe  to 
be  the  truth.  The  President  says,<hat  if  the  ene- 
mies of  the  Constitution — we  all  know  whom  he 
includes  in  this  phrase — are  to  have  another  con- 
test with  its  friends,  there  cannot  be  a  better  one. 
Ghrant  it,  sir;  let  us  have  it.  I  tell  him  that  is  the 
very  place  where  the  fight  is  to  be  made.  This' 
part  of  his  messao-e,  stripped  of  its  verbiage, 
means  this:  If,  by  tne  illes;ai  violence  of  the  meo 
who  have  eone  over  into  Kansas,  and  undertaken 
to  establisn  slavery  there,  they  shall  come  here 
and  ask  for  admission  into  the  Union  with  a  slave 
constitution,  and  Kansas  shall  be  rejected,  the 
President  tells  us  that  is  the  most  favorable  aspect 
in  which  that  question  can  be  presented.  That 
will  be  the  issue,  and,  if  it  be  decided  against 
slavery,  we  are  threatened  with  civil  war. 

Sir,  I  am  not  a  man  of  war;  but  when  I  have 
heard  it  threatened  so  often,  I  have  sometimes 
wished  that  God  in  his  providence  would  let  it 
come.  If  it  had  no  other  effect,  I  think  it  would 
have  one.  I  think  it  would  learn  those  men  who 
are  constantly  talking  about  the  dissolution  of 
the  Union  a  lesson  which  neither  they,  nor  their 
children,  nor  their  children's  children,  would  ever 
forget.  I  am  not  certain  that  I  should  not  want 
the  war  to  come  on  while  we  have  about  just  such 
a  President  as  wc  have  now,  and  I  will  tell  you 
why.  If  the  attempt  at  disunion  were  made  with 
such  a  man  as  G«neralJackson,  or  General  Tay- 
lor, in  the  presidential  chair,  and  it  were  repressed 
promptly,  as  it  would  be,  people  would  say,  **  Oh, 
It  was  his  ^at  military  power,  his  reputation, 
his  popularity,  which  did  it.  '*  God  knows  they 
could  not  say  it  of  this  President.  [Laughter  in 
the  galleries.]  If  the  President  succeeded,  and  if 
the  Union  were  sustained,  as  it  would  be,  it  would 
be  by  its  own  inherent  energy,  and  from  no  fac- 
titious power  which  it  would  acquire  from  the 
overshadowing  popularity  of  the  President. 

Sir,  when  the  President  undertakes  to  sti™a- 
tize,  as  he  has  done,  those  who  differ  from  nim, 
he  steps  beyond  what  he  has  a  right  to  do;  he 
steps  over  the  mark;  he  violates  the  laws  which, 
I  think,  should  govern  the  intercourse  between 
the    different   members   of  this   Government. 


When  he  denounces  as  enemies  to  the  Constitu- 
tion those  who  differ  from  him,  I  think  it  proper 
to  meet  him  in  this  way,  and  to  take  issue  with 
him.  Does  the  President  think  that  'upon  this 
issue  he  can  go  before  the  country  ?  Does  he 
think  that  he  stands  in  a  place  where  it  is  safe 
or  prudent  for  him  to  denounce  as  inimical  to  the 
Constitution  views  which  are  entertained  by  a 
vast  majority  of  the  people  of  this  country  ?  If 
he  is  safe,  it  is  his  obscurity,  and  nothing  else, 
that  shields  him — it  is  the  utter  hopelessness  of 
his  position.  Sir,  I  heard  a  very  instructive  com- 
ment made  upon  his  message  by  a  southern  gen- 
tleman within  a  very  brief  time.  "Oh,**  said 
he,  "it  is  one  of  the  oestmessae^es  that  ever  was 
written,  and  Pierce  is  the  best  President  we  have 
ever  had  since  Washington.**  "Well,**  said 
the  person  to  whom  he  was  speaking,  "  you  will 
renominate  hiji,  will  you  not?**  "No,**  said 
he,  "  that  is'  another  thin^;  his  message  is  a 
little  too  strong  to  get  northern  votes  with;  we 
shall  not  use  him  any  more.**  That  is  exactly 
the  position  in  which  the  matter  stands. 

I  do  not  wish,  sir,  to  go  any  further  into  this 
matter.  If  the  views  which  I  have  entertained 
are  received  by  the  Senate  and  country,  as  I  sup- 

fosc  they  will  be,  and  no  controversy  be  made, 
sliall  have  nothing  more  to  say  about  it;  but  if, 
on  the  other  hand,  my  views  shall  be  controverted, 
I  may  take  occasion  at  some  fu^re  day  to  go 
somewhat  at  length  into  the  various  topics  which 
the  President  has  suggested.  But,  sir,  when  he 
sent  such  a  message  as  this,  and  when  the  only 
comments  that  were  made  on  it  were  commend- 
atory— not  commendatory  of  this  part,  I  know, 
but  commendatory  of  the  nonsense  with  which  it 
is  filled  about  Central  America,  and  no  man  had 
a  word  of  rebuke  (not  even  my  excellent  and 
worthy  f^riend  from  Wew  York,Mr.  Seward)  to 
utter  at  the  atrocious  sentiments  to  which  I  have 
alluded — I  felt  compelled  by  a  sense  of  duty  with 
great  reluctance  to  lay  before  the  Senate  the  views 
which  I  have  entertained.  Having  done  so,  I 
withdraw  the  motion. 

THE  LEGISLATURE  OP  MAINE  ON  SLAVERY. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  present  resolves  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mcdne,  relating  to 
slavery,  and  I  ask  that  they  may  be  read  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Clerk  read  them,  as  follows: 

State  of  Maine. — Resolves  relating  to  SUnery. 

Resolved  J  First^  Tbat  human  slavery  is,  in  all  iu  aspect*, 
an  unqualified  evil  and  wrong,  and  as  sucb  merits  tlie  rep- 
rehension of  mankind. 

Second,  That,  in  tlie  early  periods  of  our  national  history, 
both  the  opinions  of  the  people,  and  the  policy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, were  adverse  to  tlie  institution. 

Third^  That  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  is,  and 
was  designed  to  be,  a  charter  of  liberty,  and  hence  that  all 
actsof  the  national  Government  by  whicn  slavery  maintains 
a  le^  existence  in  territory  subject  to  the  exclusive  juris- 
diction of  Congress,  are  in  direct  conflict  with  the  whole 
spirit  and  witli  the  clear  provisions  of  that  instrument. 

Fourth,  That  the  actof  the  Thirty-Third  Congress,  repeal- 
ing  the  law  of  1S30,  known  as  the  Missouri  compromise,  by 
which  slavery  was  forever  prohibited  in  the  territory  north 
of  the  parallel  of  36*  dO^  was  an  unjustifiable  violation  of  a 
solemn  compact,  and  a  flagrant  breach  of  (kith. 

FifUi,  Th,Bt  Maine  will  never  consent  to  the  admission 
into  tlie  Federal  Union  of  any  more  States  with  constitu- 
tions authorizing  slavery. 

Sixth,  That  the  act  of  1850,  called  the  "fugitive  slave 
law,"  is  unconstitutional,  and  odious  to  the  whole  North : 
Maine  therefore  demands  its  immediate  and  unconditional 
repeal. 

Seventli,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  General  Government, 
without  delay,  to  abolish  slavery  wherever  it  has  exclusive 
jurisdiction,  and  to  exert  its  influence  whenever  and  whero- 
evcr  it  legitimately  may  on  the  side  of  imiversal  liberty. 
Therefore 

Resolved,  That  our  Senators  in  Congress  oe  instructed, 
and  ou^^presentatives  requested,  to  use  all  practicable 
means  to  secure  the  passage  of  the  following  enactments : 

First,  An  act  repealing  all  laws  of  the  United  States  au- 
thorizing slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Second,  An  act  repealing  the  statute  of  1850,  known  as 
the  fugitive  slave  law. 

Tliird,  An  act  forever  prohibiting  slavery  or  involuntary 
servitude,  except  for  crmie,  withm  the  territories  of  tlie 
Unit<^d  States. 

Resohed  /urlAer,  That  our  Senaton  in  Congress  be  in- 
structed, and  our  Bepresentatives  requested,  at  all  times 
hereafter,  most  strenuously  to  oppose  in  every  jostiflable 
way,  the  admission  of  any  new  State  into  the  Union,  except 
upon  the  condition,  to  be  embraced  in  the  act  of  admission, 
tbat  slavery  or  involuntary  servitude,  excepting  that  for 
crime  of  which  the  accused  shall  have  %een  diuy  proved 
guilty,  shall  be  forever  prohibited  therein. 

Rewlved,  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  forward  a 
copy  of  these  resolves  to  each  of  our  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives in  Congress,  and  to  the  Govemorsof  each  Stats, 
with  a  request  that  the  resdvet  be  laid  before  the  LegMa- 
ture  thereof. 
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In  the  House  or  Repkeientativu.  itlorcA  17, 1855.*— 
Read  and  paascd.  SIDNEY  PERHAM,  Speaker. 

In  Berate,  March  17. 1855.— Read  and  passed. 

FRANKLIN  MUZZY,  President, 
ApproTed  March  17, 1655. 

ANSON  P.  MORRILL. 
A  true  copy— Atteat : 

A.  Jacssom,  Secretary  of  State, 

The  resolutions  were  laid  on  the  table  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

FRENCH  SPOLIATIONS. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  present  resolves  of  the 
Legislature  of  Maine  relating  to  the  rcto  of  the 
French  spoliation  bill;  and  I  ask  that  they  may 
be  read  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Clerk  read  them,  as  follows: 

State  of  Maine.^Resotvet  relating  to  the  Veto  of  the  French 

Spoliation  BiU. 

Resolved,  That  the  recent  veto,  by  the  President  of  these 
United  States,  of  the  French  spoliation  bill,  so  called,  has 
created  a  general  and  well-founded  disappointment  ana  dis- 
satisfaction throughout  this  State ;  and  that  the  reasons  given 
by  tiie  President  for  this  arbitrary  act  are  extraordinary  and 
wholly  insufficient. 

Resolved^  That  the  obligatidn  of  the  General  Government 
to  make  indemnity  for  the  French  fipoliations  (in  part  pro- 
vided for  by  said  bill)  has  be^n  repeatedly  examined  and 
demonstrated  in  Congress,  and  ought  to  be  fkithfuliy  per- 
formed. 

Resolved,  That  our  Senatora  in  Congress  be  instructed, 
and  our  Representatives  requested,  to  endeavor,  in  every 
practicable  way,  to  socure  the  payment  of  the  claims  of  the 
citizens  of  these  United  States  on  account  of  said  French 
spoliations. 

Raolvedf  That  tl>e  Governor  be  requested  to  forward  a 
copy  of  these  resolves  to  each  of  our  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives in  Con^n'esc. 

In  thk  nor  SB  or  Rbpresentativks,  March  15, 1855. — 
Read  and  passed. 

ProNEY  PERHAM,  Speaker, 

In  ScNATE,  March  16,  IfiXi.— R«»ad  and  passed. 

FRANKLLV  MVZZY,  Ftesident, 

Approved  March  16, 1655. 

ANSON  P.  MORRILL. 

A  true  copy— Attest: 

Aldch  Jackson,  Secretary  of  State. 

The  resolves  were  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table 
and  to  be  printed. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN  presented  the  petition  of 
Miles  Devine,  pravins^  to  be  allowed  a  pension 
for  injuries  receivca  while  employed  as  a  laborer 
on  Fort  Scammel;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

Mr.  WELLER  presented  the  petition  of  of- 
ficers of  the  Army,  praying  an  increase  in  the 
commutation  price  of  rations;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  RUSK  presented  the  petition  of  Charles 
Taylor,  of  Victoria  county,  Texas,  praying  com- 
pensation for  services  rendered  and  supplies 
advanced  to  the  United  States  at  Chicago,  m  the 
State  of  Illinois,  during  the  Black  Hawk  war  in 
1833;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

Mr.  MASON  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel 
V.  Niles,  praying  compensation  for  services  as 
temporary  clerk  in  the  General  Land  Office;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  also  present  the  memorial 
of  the  Agricultural  Society  of  Jefferson  county, 
Virginia,  asking  for  the  establishment  at  Wash- 
ington of  an  otiice  for  collecting  and  digesting 
meteorological  observations  taken  on  land.     I 

r resent  it  at  the  request  of  the  society,  for  whom 
have  very  great  respect,  without  any  admission 
that  the  subject  is  properly  cognizable  by  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States.  1  move  the  refer- 
ence of  the  mepiorial  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Library,  who,  I  believe,  have  charge  of  kindred 
Bubjects. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  presented  two  petitions 
of  citizens  of  Buchanan  and  Fayette  counties, 
Iowa, praying  for  the  establishment  of  a  mail 
route  from  Independence  to  West  Union,  in  that 
State;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  FISH  presented  documents  in  relation  to 
the  claim  of  Enoch  S.  More,  representing  that  he 
has  been  deprived  of  his  rights  as  a  soldier  in  the 
United  States  Army,  owing  to  an  erroneous  entry 
on  the  roll  of  the  company  in  which  he  servea, 
and  praying  that  an  act  may  be  passed  for  his 
relief;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Mr.  MAIXORY  presented  the  memorial  of 
Cyprian  J.  Jenkins,  praying  to  be  allowed  to 
locate  a  quarter  section  of  Umd  in  Florida  under 


the  armed  occupation  act;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  present  the  memorial  of  sundry 
citizens,  praying  tnat  Commander  J.  J.  Nicholas, 
of  the  Navy,  who  has  been  placed  on  furlough, 
under  a  decision  of  the  late  naval  board,  may  be 
restored  to  his  position  on  the  Navy  list.  This 
memorial  was  addressed  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  but  the  President  having  decided 
not  to  act  on  the  subject,  I  have  been  requested 
to  present  it  to  the  Senate.  I  know  Commander 
Nicholas,  and  consider  him  a  most  excellent  offi- 
cer. I  was  on  board  his  ship,  and  had  means 
there  of  judging  of  him.  I  say  nothing  in  respect 
to  the  proceedings  of  the  naval  board  at  present. 
I  merely  move  that  the  memorial  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

WITHDRAWAL  OF  PAPERS. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FESSENDEN,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  Levi  S.  Bartiett  have  leave  to  withdraw 
his  petition  and  papers. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WADE,  it  was 

Ordered^  That  the  documents  in  relation  to  the  claim  of 
John  Metcalf,  praying  for  remuneration  for  property  lost  in 
consequence  of  the  impressment  of  the  schooner  Tempest 
into  the  military  service  of  the  United  States  during  the 
last  war  with  Great  Britain,  be  withdrawn  from  the  files  of 
the  Senate  and  referred  to  the  Commiuee  on  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WADE,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Isaac  Cook,  Peletiah  Shep- 
herd, and  Benjamin  A.  Napier,  praying  for  compensation 
for  the  schooner  Tempest,  which  was  impressed  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States  in  1614,  be- withdrawn  from 
the  files  of  the  Senate  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  RUSK,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  Henry  Volcker,  praying 
contirmaUon  of  his  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  New  Mexico, 
bo  withdrawn  from  the  files  of  the  Senate  and  ^referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BROWN,  it  was 

Ordered.  That  the  memorial  of  the  Board  of  T^stees  of 
Public  Schools  of  Washington  city,  Dimrict  of  Columbia, 
praying  the  donation  of  city  lots  for  educational  purposes, 
or  that  a  portion  of  the  proceeds  of  sales  of  lots  iMretofore 
made  may  be  invested  for  that  purpose,  be  withdrawn  Urom 
the  files  of  the  Senate  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Cplambia. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HAMLIN,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  John  Cameron  and  others, 
praying  fbr  bounty  for  schooner  Stephen  C.  Phillips, 
wrecked  while  engaged  in  the  fisheries ;  the  peUtion  of 
James  C.  Doane,  praying  for  fishing  bounty  for  schooner 
Ursula,  abandoned  at  sea  in  consequence  of  injuries  re- 
ceived in  a  gale ;  the  petition  of  Wyer  G.  Sargent,  praying 
for  fiflhing  bounties  for  the  schooners  Olive  Branch  and  Two 
Brothers,  of  which  he  is  owner ;  and  the  petition  of  John 
Gray,  praying  ibr  fishing  bounty  fbr  the  schooner  Mary, 
be  withdrawn  from  the  files  of  the  Senate  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

•On  motion  by  Mr.  YULEE,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Thomas  T.  Russell  and 
Antonio  J.  Noda,  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  land  office 
at  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  prasring  compensation  for  making 
locations  under  the  Arreilondo  grant,  be  withdrawn  iVora 
the  files  of  the  Senate  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  TRUMBULL,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Jacob  Cooper,  son  of  Apollos 
Cooper,  preying  that  the  heira  of-said  Cooper  may  be  allowed 
seven  years  half  pay,  be  withdrawn  fVom  the  files  of  the 
Senate  and  rellerred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  TRUMBULL,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  McKinley  Ward,  guardian 
of  Julia  P.  Peebles  and  George  W.  Peebles,  of  Illmois,  for 
bounty  land  and  half-ray  pension  on  account  of  the  services 
and  death  of  Robert  Peebles  in  the  late  war  with  Mexico, 
t>e  withdrawn  from  the  files  of  the  Senate  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  the  heirs  of  Colonel  Isaac 
Shelby,  praying  compensation  for  his  services  during  the 
revolutionary  war,  lie  withdrawn  from  the  files  of  the 
Senate  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SEWARD,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petitifMi  of  Mrs.  Mary  Jones,  widow 
of  Adjutant  General  Roger  Jones,  praying  a  peiwion,  be 
withdrawn  from  the  files  of  the  Senate  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

ADJOURNMENT  OVER. 

On  motion  by  Mr  WELLER,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  when  the  Senate  adjourns  to-day,  it  be  to 
meet  on  Monday  next. 

REPORT  OF  A  COMMITTER. 

Mr.  WELLER,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tarvAffairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  William  Anderson,  praying  for  remuneration 


for  losses  sustained  in  consequence  of  the  death 
of  his  brother  of  disease  contracted  in  the  mil- 
itary service  during  the  last  war  with  Great 
Britain,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  its  further 
consideration,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands;  which  was  agreed  to. 

NOTICE  OF  A  BILL. 

Mr.  WEILLER  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob 
Dodson. 

DISTURBANCES  IN  KANSAS. 

Mr.  WILSON  subnutted  the  following  reso- 
lution for  consideration: 

RcMolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  bere- 

auested  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  all  information  in 
ie  possession  of  the  Executive  in  respect  to  the  dieiturb- 
anccs  in  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  afifecting  the  freedom  of 
elections ;  and  that  he  be  frirther  requested  to  inform  the 
Senate  by  what  authority  armed  men  from  the  State  of 
Missouri  were  marched  into  the  Territory  of  KanMs, 
against  the  peace  and  good  order  of  the  said  Territory  ;  and, 
also,  what  steps  have  been  taken  by  the  Exectitive  to  pre- 
vent these  outrages  upon  the  legal  rights  of  the  people  c^ 
this  Territory ;  and  what  persons  holding  c^ice  under  ex- 
ecutive appointment  have  participated  in  tbeae  acts,  and  to 
what  extent. 

MICHAEL  DOOLEY. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  ask  leave  to  submit  the 
following  resolution,  which  1  hope  the  Senate 
will  oblige  me  by  inunediatcly  considering  and 
adopting: 

Remhed,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fmid 
of  the  Senate,  to  the  widow  oC  Michael  Dooley.  the  late 
superintendent  of  the  folding-room,  the  sum  of  9)50  for 
funeral  expenses,  and  the  ^alary  of  the  said  deceased  until 
the  close  of  the  present  session. 

Mr.  EVANS.  There  is  a  rule  of  the  Senate, 
which  I  think  ought  to  be  observed,  that  all 
propositions  to  make  appropriations  out  of  the 
contingent  fund  shall  be  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  that  subject;  I  move,  therefore,  that  this 
resolution  be  referred  to  the  Committee  to  Audit 
and  control  the  Contingent  Expenses  of  the  Sen- 
ate, in  accordance  with  that  rule. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  wish  to  state  on  that  mo- 
tion, that  on  the  13th  day  of  January,  1841,  as 
appears  by  consulting  the  records  of  the  Senate, 
there  was  paid  to  the  widow  of  Stephen  Haight, 
late  Sergeant-at-Arms,  funeral  expenses,  and  sal- 
ary for  the  residue  of  the  term;  that  by  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senate  passed  April  2d,  1846,  whtch 
will  be  found  on  page  225  of  the  Journal  for  that 
year,  there  was  paid  to  the  widow  of  Stephen 
Haight  funeral  expenses  and  salary ;  that  there 
was  paid  in  1846  to  the  sisters  or  Lewis  Ssui- 
ders,  a  messenger  in  the  Secretary's  office,  the 
funeral  expenses  of  their  brother  and  pay  until 
the  end  of  the  session,  and  extra  allowance;  and 
that  by  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  passed  in  1846, 
there  was  paid  to  the  mother  of  James  Timms, 
a  messenger  and  acting  postmaster,  $150  for 
funeral  expenses.  I  have  drawn  up  this  resolu- 
tion in  accordance  with  the  precedents  which 
have  so  long  been  observed  by  the  Senate,  and  I 
was  in  hopes  that  there  would  be  no  dissenting 
voice. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  desire  only  that  the  resolu- 
tion should  take  its  ordinary  course.  I  do  not 
suppose  any  such  consequence  can  result  in  this 
case  as  I  nave  seen  in  other  instances ;  but  I 
know  that  in  very  many  cases  the  Senate  have 
been  entrap}>ed ,  if  I  majuse  the  expression,  into 
granting  motions  of  this  sort  to  pay  lai^e  sums 
of  money  out  of  the  contingent  fund;  and  it  is 
time,  I  think,  that  there  should  be  some  arrest  of 
that  practice,  and  that  the  matter  should  be  con- 
sidered by  some  committee  before  the  money  is 
appropriated.  I  move  to  refer  the  resolution  to 
the  Committee  on  Contingent  Expenses. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

JURISDICTION  OP  THE  COURT  OP  CLAIMS. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FITZPATRICK,  the  Sen- 
ate proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  submitted  by  him  on  the  24th  of 
December: 

Resolved,  That  such  of  the  private  claims  as  were  em- 
braced in  Senate  bill  No.  43  of  Uie  last  Congress,  and 
which  the  claimants  may  choose  to  prosecute  before  the 
Conn  of  Claims,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  referred  to 
the  said  court 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  Mr.  President,  this 
question  was  discussed  when  1  submitted  this 
resolution,  in  consequence  of  an  objection  on  tho 
part  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Maine,  [Mr. 
rB8SB2fDi:K>]  that  the  object  was  provided  for  by 
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the  resolution  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims.  The  chairman  of  the  committee,  who 
reported  that  resolution,  [Mr.*  Brodhead,]  was 
not  in  the  Senate  Chamber  at  that  time.  Perhaps 
I  had  better  state  now  that  the  resolution  which 
he  reported,  and  which  the  Senate  adopted,  cov- 
ered three  classes  of  claims.  The  act  organizing 
the  Court  of  Claims  provides: 

**  The  said  court  shall  hear  and  determine  all  claims 
fooTKlcd  upon  any  law  of  Congress,  oi  upon  any  regulation 
of  on  executive  Department,  or  upon  any  contract,  express 
or  implied,  with  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
wbsch  may  be  suggested  to  it  by  a  petition  filed  therein." 

The  resolution  reported  by  the  committee  on 
Claims  covers  all  these  cases,  but  the  act  also  in- 
cludes— 

«  and  also  all  clums  which  may  be  referred  to  said  court 
by  eidicr  House  of  Congress." 

Perhaps  there  are  some  gentlemen  now  in  the 
Senate  Chamber,  who  were  not  here  the  other  day 
when  this  question  was  discussed,  and  who  do 
not  understand  the  position  which  I  took  upon 
it.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  representing  a 
large  number  of  the  claimants,  it  is  a  matter  of 
perfect  indifference  to  me  whether  the  subject 
shall  be  referred  to  the  Court  of  Claims  or  acted 
upon  by  the  Senate.  I  desire,  however,  to  have 
the  question  settled.  If  the  claims  shall  be  re- 
ferred to  the  court,  and  the  court  determine  that 
they  have  no  jurisdiction,  then,  of  course,  when 
they  are  brought  before  the  Senate,  we  shall  not 
meet  the  ailment  that  we  have  reAised  to  go  be- 
fore the  court.  As  I  said,  when  this  question 
was  under  consideration  before,  there  are  a  class 
of  claimants  residing^  in  Georgia,  who  wish  to 
test  the  question  whether  the  court  will  assume 
jurisdiction  over  the  claims  or  not.  That  point 
ve  desire  to  have  settled,  for  the  obvious  reason 
that  wc  wish  to  know  whether  the  Court  of 
Claims  will  take  jurisdiction,  or  whether  we  are 
to  have  the  claims  presented  and  settled  here.  I 
offered  the  resolution  on  behalf  of  my  friend  from 
Georgia,  who  is  now  absent,  [Mr.  Iverson.] 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  Mr.  President,  jurisdic- 
tion over  these  cases  can  be  conferred  on  the 
court  by  the  Senate,  if  the  Senate  chooses  to  con- 
fer such  jurisdiction. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.    So  I  understand. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  The  Senator  from  Ala- 
bama says  he  so  understands  the  case.  Very  well. 
I  doubt,  then,  very  much  whether  his  resolution 
would  confer  jurisdiction.  The  court  of  itself 
only  has  jurisdiction  in  three  classes  of  cases; 
ana  in  those  cases  we  have,  by  a  general  resolu- 
tion, referred  to  the  court  all  the  papers  upon  file. 
Those  cases  are  where  a  claim  arises  unuer  any 
act  of  Congress,  or  a  regulation  of  an  executive 
Department, or  a  contract  with  the  Government, 
whether  express  or  implied.  Now,  does  the  hon- 
orable Senator  say,  that  in  the  cases  to  which  his 
resolution  refers,  the  court  has  jurisdiction,  as 
being  within  the  three  classes  I  have  named  ? 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.    Not  at  aU. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  Then  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator will  have  to  change  the  phraseology  of  the 
resolution,  and  inform  the  court  that  we  refer 
these  cases  under  the  last  clause  of  jurisdiction 
mentioned  in  the  act,  and  then  they  will  be  obliged 
to  take  cognizance  of  them.  I  ask  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Alabama  to  read  the  last  clause  of 
that  portion  of  the  act  conferring  jurisdiction. 
An  examination  of  it  will,  I  think,  show  him  the 
necessity  of  changing  the  phraseology  of  this 
resolution,  in  orde^:  to  confer  jurisdiction  over 
those  claims  upon  the  court.  According  to  my 
construction  or  the  law,  we  can  confer  jurisdic- 
tion on  the  court  in  any  cases  that  we  cnoose  to 
refer  to  it.  If  the  Senator  from  Alabama  thinks 
these  claims  should  be  examined,  and  believes 
the  court  has  not  jurisdiction  to  ^xamine  them 
under  the  three  first  clauses  named  in  the  law, 
he  should  so  frame  his  resolution  as  to  confer 
jurisdiction  under  the  lastclauee  conferring  juris- 
diction in  the  act. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  If  the  Senator  had 
noted  the  phraseology  of  the  resolution,  he  would 
have  perceived  that  it  refers  the  claims  to  the  court 
in  the  language  of  the  act  itself.  Let  the  resolu- 
tion be  read. 

The  resolution  was  again  read. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  If  the  Senator  thinks  that 
will  confer  jurisdiction,  I  have  no  objection. 

Mr.  FITZiPATRICK.  The  resolution  was 
drawn  by  the  Senator  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Ivbr- 


SON,]  and  I  know  his  design  was  to  refer  the  sub- 
ject to  the  Court  of  Claims,  and  to  refer  it  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  authorize  the  court  to  assume 
jurisdiction  over  these  cases.  If  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  thinks  the  phraseology  is  not  suffi- 
ciently broad  to  confer  jurisdiction  on  the  court, 
I  shall  be  willing  to  amend  it  to  make  that  pur- 

{)Ose  clear.  If  1  mistake  not,  however,  the  reso- 
ution  uses  the  language  of  the  act.  The  act  says, 
**  and  also  all  claims  which  may  be  referred  to 
said  court  by  either  House  of  Congress."  This 
resolution  says  tliat  these  claims  *<  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby  referred  to  said  court." 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.    That  may  be  sufficient. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  The  resolution  is  in 
the  language  of  the  act.  We  merely  wish  to  test 
the  question,  whether,  under  a  reference  of  this 
nature,  the  court  will  consider  and  adjudicate  the 
claims. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  The  court  is  bound  to 
consider  and  adjudicate  them,  if  we  refer  tliem 
to  it. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  I  think  the  language 
of  the  resolution  is  sufficient  for  that  purpose.  It 
is  in  the  words  of  the  act. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  1  do  not  know,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, that  I  have  any  objection  to  these  papers  being 
withdrawn  and  referred  in  the  mode  proposed  by 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Alabama,  but  I  wish 
to  make  a  suggestion  to  the  Senate  in  regard  to 
this  subject,  and  it  will  perceive  the  importance 
of  the  suggestion,  I  think,  on  referring  to  the  lan- 
guage of  the  act  itself.  The  act  establishing  the 
Court  of  Claims,  as  I  read  it,  means  to  confer  no 
jurisdiction  whatever  on  that  court,  except  over 
cases  in  which  claims  exist  against  the  Govern- 
ment which,  if  they  existed  against  an  individual, 
could  be  enforced  ifl  a  court  of  law  or  equity. 
That  seems  to  me  to  be  the  manifest  intent  and 
construction  of  the  act.  If  I  remember  its  lan- 
guage, it  provides  that  the  court  should  have 
jurisdiction  of  the  claims  arising  under  a  law  of 
the  United  States,  or  a  reg^ulation  of  an  executive 
department,  or  a  contract  express  or  implied 
wit^  the  United  States— thus  referring  to  claims 
founded  on  contract,  and  carrying  a  legal  idea 
with  it,  that  the  claim  must  be  one  which  in  iti 
nature  is  such  that  it  could  be  enforced  against  a 
private  individual  in  a  court  of  law  or  equity.  It 
appoints  the  Court  of  Claims  the  tribunal  to  hear 
and  adjudicate  such  claims.     ' 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  Let  me  state  to  the  Senator 
that  some  of  these  claims  are  precisely  of  that 
class,  and  others  are  not.  This  is  the  reason  why 
I  presume  my  absent  collea^e  drew  the  resolu- 
tion without  particularly  designating  the  specific 
claims  which  he  desired  to  have  referred  to  the 
court.  In  some  of  the  cases,  supplies  were  taken 
by  the  army  from  the  people  of  Georgia  and 
Alabama.  I  know  that  to  be  the  case  from  having 
examined  some  of  the  claims  in  both  States.  One 
man  has  a  claim  founded  on  one  state  of  facts, 
and  one  on  a  different  state  of  facts.  Some  are  of 
the  class  which  the  Senator  from  Maine  is  now 
arguing^  do  not  come  legitimately  before  the  Court 
of  Claims.  Others  are  cases  where  the  parties 
have  legal  rights. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Claims  of  that  character 
may  be  referred  under  the  general  order  which  we 
have  passed. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  I  do  not  think  I  have  seen 
that. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  They  come  within  the 
language  of  that  resolution  which  was  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  Claims,  and  has  been  passed 
by  the  Senate.  Now,  the  question  which  is 
raised  is,  whether  the  statute  provides  that  the 
court  shall  have  jurisdiction  only  in  three  classes 
which  it  specifies.  There  were  certain  claims  of 
those  descriptions  pending  before  the  Senate  and 
the  House  of  Representatives  at  the  time  when 
the  act  was  passea;and  the  question  is,  whether 
all  that  was  meant  was,  that  the  Court  of  Claims 
should  take  cognizance  of  precisely  those  three 
classes  of  cases  which  the  act  enumerates^  that 
mi^ht  be  brought  before  it  by  petition  of  the 
claimants,  and  of  such  of  the  same  classes  as 
might  be  referred  to  it  by  either  House  of  Con- 
gress. My  interpretation  is,  that  those  classes 
of  cases  mi^ht  so  before  it  from  two  quarters — 
from  the  individual  claimants  themselves  directly 
presenting  their  claims  to  the  court,  or  from 
either  House  of  Congress  referring  to  it  claims  of 
the  specified  descriptions.    I  think  so,  because, 


ailer  enumerating  the  cases,  it  says  simply,  **  and 
also  all  such  claims  as  may  be  referred,    &c. 

Surely,  we  should  not  undertake  to  refer  to  the 
Court  of  Claims  a  mere  matter  of  discretion,  such 
as<4i  petition  to  us  to  grant  something,  of  grace 
and  favor,  in  what  is  called  a  hard  case,  or  a  prop- 
osition for  the  extension  of  a  patent.  It  is  very 
clear  that  the  Court  of  Claims  has  no  author- 
ity and  no  discretion  by  which  it  could  act  on 
that  class  of  cases.  It  was  not  meant  that  it 
should  have  any  such  power.  The  judges  of  that 
court  cannot  fix  amounts,  or  do  many  things 
necessary  to  be  done  with  this  class  or  claims, 
and  which  we  may  do,  because  we  act  with  un- 
hmited  discretion  on  the  subject. 

If  that  be  the  case,  we  can,  by  a  proposition 
of  this  kind,  confer  no  jurisdiction  on  the  court; 
but  we  only  send  them  a  class  of  cases  which 
will  take  up  their  time,  and  which  will  occupy 
their  attention  to  no  purpose,  for  they  must  inev- 
itably, from  a  want  of  power  inherent  in  the  very 
nature  of  the  court  itself,  be  unable,  after  hearing, 
to  decide  them.  If  they  cannot  act  upon  these 
claims  from  the  nature  of  their  constitution,  we 
are  burdening  them  with  business  of  that  descrip- 
tion which  it  was  not  intended  they  should  have, 
and  which  they  cannot  act  upon  w^ell  and  sens- 
ibly. If  they  could  do  so,  are  we  willing  or  are 
wc  ready  to  confer  that  kind  of  discretion  on 
anybody  but  ourselves  ?  To  be  sure,  the  matter 
will  come  back  to  us  to  be  definitively  acted  upon 
at  last,  but  that  involves  the  necessity  of  a  re- 
examination. It  seems  to  me,  that  we  can  refer 
to  the  court  no  question  of  law,  and  no  question 
of  fact  as  connected  with  the  law,  which  appeals 
to  the  discretion  of  the  three  gentlemen  who 
co^ptute  the  courL  Cases  involving  discre- 
tion alone  we  must  reserve  to  ourselves.  I  be- 
lieve it  would  be  setting  a  very  bad  precedent  for 
us,  or  for  the  other  House  of  Congress,  to  send 
them  anything  which  might  assume  to  give  them 
a  jurisdiction  oeyond  that  expressly  confeiTcd  by 
the  statute.  I  do  not  believe  we  could  do  so;  but 
if  we  could,  I  think  it  would  be  very  bad  policy 
to  give  them  jurisdiction  over  any  cases  except 
those  which  come  within  the  description  of  tne 
three  classes  mentioned  originally  in  the  act. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  do  not  agree  to  that 
construction  of  the  law. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  cannot  say  that  it  is 
the  true  construction;  I  only  say  that  it  is  the 
part  of  wisdom,  in  my  judgment,  so  to  construe 
It.  The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  undoubtedly 
has  his  own  views,  as  I  have  mine,  on  the  sub- 
ject; but,  for  myself,  I  can  see  no  ^ood  reason 
for  sending  to  this  court  a  matter  which  they  are 
to  act  upon  without  reference  to  any  legal  claim 
existing,  or  to  any  facts  existing  on  which  such 
a  claim  could  be  founded.  The  Senate, of  course, 
win  do  what  they  please  with  this  resolution.  I 
have  no  feeling  in  the  matter  one  way  or  the 
other;  but,  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  I  have  thought  it  to  be  my  duty  to  sug- 
gest this  view  of  the  question  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  This  is  a  question 
which  must  be  presented  to  the  Court  of  Claims. 
The  court  may  determine,  as  the  Senator  fVom 
Maine  anticipates, to  decline  the  jurisdiction;  but, 
as  I  said  on  a  former  occasion,  tliere  are  many 
of  these  claimants  who  may  fall  in  the  category 
spoken  of  by  my  honorable  friend  from  Georgia, 
[Mr.  Toombs,]  over  whose  claims  the  court  has 
jurisdiction.  Tliere  may  be  another  class  in 
regard  to  which  the  court  may  decline  exercising 
iurisdiction.  Some  of  the  claimants  desire  to 
have  that  question  tested.  Senators  will  perceive 
at  once  that  if  we  had  presented  a  bill  for  the 
payment  of  these  claims  without  referring  the 
question  to  the  court,  we  should  be  met  by  the 
argument  that  we  were  afraid  to  submit  the  ques- 
tion to  their  investigation  and  adjudication.  When 
a  court  has  been  created  to  relieve  Congress  of 
the  onerous  task  under  which  both  Houses  have 
labored  for  so  long  a  time  in  the  investigation  of 
private  claims,  every  Senator  would  be  inclined  to 
nave  all  matters  which  could  be  properly  cogni- 
zable by  that  court  brought  before  it;  ana,  there- 
fore, if  we  should  make  an  efifort  to  get  the  claims 
Erovided  for,  without  haying  had  the  question 
rought  before  the  court,  it  would  be  fatal  to  the 
claims  before  the  Senate. 

My  great  object  in  proposing  to  eiye  the  claini- 
ants  the  discretionary  power  of  oringing  their 
cases  to  the  notice  of  tne  court  is,  to  enable  all 
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of  them,  if  they  see  proper,  to  refer  their  claims 
to  the  court;  and,  if  the  court  assumes  jurisdic- 
tion, and  presents  the  facts  to  the  Senate,  well 
and  good;  we  shall  still  have  control  over  it;  but 
if  the  court  declines  jurisdiction,  then  I  say  the 
argument  with  which  we  should  otherwise  be 
met,  and  which  would  then  be  fatal  to  tlie  case, 
will  have  been  destroyed.  If  the  court  decline 
to  take  jurisdiction,  and  say  that  it  is  a  case  ap- 
pealing fo  the  equity  and  liberality  of  Congress, 
we  shall  be  properly  entitled  to  come  before  this 
body,  and  ask  for  compensation.  Hence  I  say 
the  question  must  be  met  by  the  court  on  some 
case,  and  the  sooner  the  question  is  determined 
the  better.  If  the  court  declines  to  decide  the 
cases,  as  a  matter  of  course  we  must  introduce  a 
bill  appealing  to  the  liberality  of  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress  to  pay  the  claimants. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Why  can  we  not  control 
the  matter  of  jurisdiction  ourselves? 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  Perhaps  we  can  do  it; 
but  suppose  we  attempt  to  control  it  here,  should 
we  not  oe  met  with  the  argument  that  it  would 
be  proper  to  let  the  cases  undergo  the  scrutiny  of 
Hie  court,  and  liave  them  submit  the  facts  to  the 
Senate  ?  If,  however,  we  make  the  effort  to  have 
the  court  settle  them,  and  the  court  declines  juris- 
diction, that  argument  will  fall  to  the  ground,  and 
an  appeal  will  then  be  proper  to  the  equity  and 
liberality  of  Congress.  Hence,  I  say,  the  sooner 
the  question  is  met  and  decided  the  better.  I 
can  see  no  earthly  reason  why  these  claims  should 
not  be  referred;  and  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
court,  they  have  no  jurisdiction  over  them,  we 
can  brinf  them  before  Congress,  and  we  shall 
destroy  the  argument  that  would  otherwise  be 
used  against  us,  that  we  were  skulking  fron^ui 
investigation  by  the  Court  of  Claims. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  If  that  is  the  object  of 
passing  this  resolution,  I  have  no  objection  to  it; 
but  if  the  mere  effect  of  reference  is  to  confer 
iurisdiction,  it  becomes  a  very  questionable  reso- 
lution. 

Mr  FITZPATRICK.  I  wish  to  give  them 
all  the  power  we  can. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  If  the  object  of  this  reso- 
lution is  only  to  confei  jurisdiction  in  the  three 
cases  mentioned  in  the  law — those  arisin?  under 
an  act  of  Congress,  under  a  regulation  of  an  ex- 
ecutive department,  or  under  a  contract,  express 
or  implied — I  have  no  objection  to  its  passage. 
The  honorable  Senator  from  Alabama  says  Tie 
wants  this  court  to  decide  whether  or  not  they 
will  assume  jurisdiction.  Why,  sir,  they  will  be 
bound  to  assume  jurisdiction,  and  to  consider  the 
cases,  if  we  refer  them,  in  general  terms,  under 
the  last  clause  of  the  law  conferring  jurisdiction. 
For  this  reason,  if  the  resolution  be  so  modified 
as  to  confer  jurisdiction  in  the  three  cases  I  have 
named,  I  shall  have  no  objection  to  it  whatever. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Kentucky.  I  have  con- 
sidered liie  question  involved  in  this  debate  in 
reo;ard  to  its  effect  upon  a  few  claims  of  my  con- 
stituents which  have  been  confided  to  me,  and  I 
will  state  the  conclusion  to  which  my  mind  has 
come.  I  have  supposed  thtCt,  under  the  law,  the 
claimants  themselves,  or  their  attorneys  or  other 
proper  representatives,  would  take  the  respons- 
ibility of  determining  the  nature  of  their  claims; 
and  if  they  were  claims  arising  ex  corUraetUt  or 
payable  legally  and  equitably,  as  we  lawyers  say, 
ex  aquo  et  honOf  they  would  go  directly  to  tne 
court;  but  if  a  claim  were  one  appealing  to  the 
renorosity  of  Congress,  (as  a  claim  for  a  pension 
for  disabilities  incurred  in  the  service  of  the  coun- 
try,) the  claimant  would  come  here  and  present 
his  petition.  If  a  private  claim  be  one  upon 
whicn  the  Government  is  liable  and  could  be 
sued  in  a  court  of  law  or  equity,  if  it  were  an 
individual,  then  the  claimant  may  go  to  the  court. 
All  cases  involvin^c  breach  of  contract  with  an 
ocean  steamer,  with  a  postmaster,  with  stage 
contractors,  or  anything  of  a  nature  for  which 
the  Government  is  responsible,  properly  should 
go  to  the  Court  of  Claims;  but  where  the  case  is 
that  of  a  crippled  soldier,  who  asks  you  to  give 
him  something  on  an  appeal  to  the  generosity  of 
the  country*  I  think  it  should  be  brought  to  our 
notice.  This  is  the  distinction  which  I  have 
made 

Mr.  STUART.  Mr.  President,  if  I  understand 
the  ground  assumed  by  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania,  I  deem  it  my  duty  as  a  mem- 
ber of  this  body-  to  say  wherein  I   think  that 


Senator  is  wrong.  I  submit  that  the  Senate  can- 
not determine  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court;  that  is 
a  question  which  belongs  to  the  court  itself,  and 
cannot  be  determined  elsewhere.  The  extent  of 
the  jurisdiction  is  to  be  derived  fVom  an  examin- 
ation of  the  statute,  and  a  decision  as  to  its  extent 
must  be  made  by  the  court,  and  by  the  court 
alone.  Now,  sir,  whilst  I  am  willing  to  vote  for 
the  resolution  presented  by  the  Senator  from  Ala- 
bama, or  for  any  other  resolution  of  a  similar  char- 
acter, I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  to  the  statute  itself,  and  then  to  submit  in 
a  very  few  words  my  view  of  its  character  and 
extent.    The  law  provides: 

"  That  a  court  shall  be  egtabli«hed  to  be  called  a  Court 
of  Claim*,  tu  consiDt  of  tbree  judges,  to  be  appointed  fay  the 
President  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Ben- 
ate,  and  to  hold  their  offices  during  good  behavior ;  and  the 
said  court  shall  hear  and  determine  all  claiins  founded  upon 
any  law  of  Congress,  or  upon  any  regulation  of  an  execu- 
tive department,  or  upon  any  contract,  expresH  or  implied, 
with  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  which  may  be 
BUgtested  to  it  by  a  petition  filed  therein;  and  also  all  claims 
which  may  be  referred  to  said  court  by  either  House  of 
Congress." 

In  my  opinion — and  I  only  throw  it  out  here 
for  the  purpose  of  not  being  understood  impliedly 
as  assenting  to  the  doctrine  of  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania — this  last  clause  means  all  claims 
referred  to  the  court  by  either  House  of  a  similar 
nature  to  those  described  in  the  foregoing  lan- 
piage  of  the  statute.  I  think  the  ground  assumed 
by  the  Senator  from  Maine  on  that  point  is  the 
only  tenable  ground,  for  that  is  the  only  charac- 
ter of  claims  which  a  court  of  law  or  equity  can 
adjudicate  and  settle.  The  moment  you  go  into 
that  class  of  cases  which  constitute  a  mere  gra- 
tuity, a  court  has  nothing  to  do  with  them.  There- 
fore it  is  that,  in  my  judgment,  the  concluding 
language  which  I  have  read%infplv  provides  an- 
other mode  of  getting  a  claim  before  the  court. 
One  is  by  the  petition  of  the  claimant,  and  the 
other  is  by  a  reference  by  either  House  of  Con- 
gress; but  when  the  claim  is  sent  there  it  will  be 
for  the  court  to  determine  whether  it  is  of  such 
a  character  as  it  has  jurisdiction  over. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  h  has  been  considered 
that  the  judges  of  the  Court  of  Claims  are  made 
masters  in  chancery.  They  are  to  prepare  the 
cases  for  adjudication  here.  Tlie  proceeding  be- 
fore the  court  is  adversary;  the  Government  is 
represented*  The  last  clause  conferring  jurisdic- 
tion was  placed  in  the  act  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  either  House  of  Congress  to  refer  knotty 
questions  of  fact  for  the  purpose  of  being  pre- 
pared and  digested  hy  the  court  in  such  a  form 
as  to  enable  us  to  decide  them.  In  the  three  first 
classes  named  they  have  jurisdiction  without  a 
reference  by  either  House  of  Congress;  they  as- 
sume jurisdiction  upon  the  petition  of  the  claim- 
ant himself;  but  either  House  may  refer  any 
other  claim.  That  I  believe  was  the  object  in 
preparing  the  act. 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Tennessee.  If  the  construction 
placed  on  the  act  by  the  Senator  from  Michigan 
be  the  true  one,  there  can  be  no  injury  done  to 
the  public  Treasury  or  to  the  individual  claim- 
ants by  the  passage  of  the  resolution;  but  I  have 
a  few  words  to  sary  upon  that  construction,  be- 
cause it  seems  to  imply  that  we  have  not  the 
power  under  the  law  to  refer  to  the  court  any 
other  description  of  cases  than  those  specifically 
mentioned  in  the  preceding  clause  of  the  act  which 
has  been  referrecl  to.  I  should  be  very  sorry  if 
that  were  true,  because  one  of  the  evils  which  we 
have  found  to  exist  here  in  the  examination  of 
private  claims — even  in  those  cases  appealing  to 
our  g;enero8ity  and  discretion,  in  whicn  our  feel- 
ings induce  us  so  often  to  support  them,  though 
not  strictly  bound  to  do  so  by  any  existing  law 
of  Congress,  or  any  act  of  the  Government — is 
in  the  want  of  complete  proof  on  both  sides.  It 
is  in  that  very  class  of  cases  that  we  are  liable  to 
be  misled  by  the  imperfections  and  the  partial 
nature  of  the  proofs  and  representations  that  are 
brought  here.  If  we  have  not  the  power  to 
refer  to  this  tribunal  for  investigation  any  other 
cases  besides  the  restricted  classes  contended  for 
by  the  Senator  from  Michigan,  we  shall  find  very 
little  reUef  in  the  establishment  of  the  court  from 
the  tax  that  has  heretofore  been  imposed  upon 
the  members  of  the  committees  of  both  Houses 
of  Congress,  and  the  public  Treasury  will  find 
very  little  relief. 

I  have  had  my  attention  lately  called  to  a  very 
cxiraordinaiT    case,   (I    will    not   mentioa  it, 


'  because  it  has  occurred  to  me  that  we  are  liable 
to  fall  into  such  errors  continually,)  in  which  we 
committed  a  gross  error,  because  there  was  no 
adverse  interest  in  the  preparation  of  the  case 
for  our  adjudication.  There  are  many  claims 
which  come  within  the  equity  of  some  law  of 
Congress,  but  yet  where  Cfongress  is  not  bonnd 
to  make  remuneration.  The  parties  come  here 
with  their  own  representations,  and  with  the 
general  recollections  of  partial  witnesses,  and  we 
are  not  only  liable  to  commit  error,  but  we  act- 
ually do  frequently  grant  such  claims  to  five-fold 
the  amount  of  what  ia  actually  due,  or  would  be 
found  to  be  due  if  we  had  some  tribunal  to  in- 
vestigate the  evidence  upon  which  each  of  those 
claims  were  founded,  and  to  take  adverse  evi- 
dence, and  investigate  the  subject  thoroughly.  I 
presume  such  an  investigation  is  had  before  the 
Court  of  Claims,  for  1  suppose  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  Solicitor  of  the  Government,  in  all  claims 
preferred  before  that  Court,  to  use  his  dihgence 
m  ferreting  out  adverse  testimony  when  he  has 
reason  to  suspect  it  may  be  found  or  can  exist. 

There  are  many  claims  founded  upon  some 
order  or  action  of  the  executive  departments  of 
the  Government,  and  yet  not  strictly  within  its 
letter;  and  there  may  be  appeals  to  our  discretion 
in  such  cases,  though  there  be  no  actual  obliga- 
tion on  Congrt»Bs  or  on  the  Government  to  allow 
them.  We  do  frequently  allow  such  cases  as 
though  they  came  clearly  within  the  letter  oC  the 
law,  or  of  an  executive  order  of  the  Government. 
We  frequently  allow  claims  of  this  description 
which,  when  they  arc  afterwards  investigated 
thoroughly,  and  the  real  truth  comes  to  be  ascer- 
tained ,  are  found  to  have  had  no  foundation.  In- 
justice is  Tery  often  done  by  rejecting  in  toto 
all  such  claims  in  consequence  of  the  prejudice 
created  by  the  allowance  of  bad  ones.  lu  fact,  if 
either  House  of  Congress  had  re^onable  assur- 
ance that  proper  proof  was  taken,  exhibiting  the 
truth  of  the  case  oi^  both  sides,  we  should  be  at 
once  prepared  to  vote  the  amount  really  and  6o»a 
Jide  due  to  the  parties  making  the  claim. 

Then  I  should  like  to  extend  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  court  to  cover  such  cases,  if  it  oe  the  fact, 
as  I  apprehend  it  is,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
officers  the  Government  has  appointed  to  see  that 
justice  be  done  to  the  Government  before  that 
court — to  hunt  up  adverse  proof,  where  there  is 
any  reasonable  ground  to  suspect  that  it  may  be 
had  by  due  diligence.  If  it  be  not  the  fact  that 
there  is  such  an  obligation  on  the  officers  of  the 
Government,  in  the  investigation  of  claims  before 
that  court,  it  will  be  all  abortive  in  the  end. 
Under  the  construction  which  gentlemen  are  con- 
tending for,  we  shall  be  exposed  to  all  the  evils 
and  frauds  to  which  we  have  been  subjected  ever 
since  I  have  been  a  member  of  Congress.  I  hare 
often  had  occasion  to  regret  votes  which  I  have 
given  in  favor  of  private  claims  that  have  been 
allowed,  when,  after  further  investigation,  it  hap- 
pens to  be  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  public 
that  the  claims  had  no  foundation  in  fact.  It  is 
because  I  supposed  the  establishment  of  the  Court 
of  Claims  would  aflford  an  opportunity  to  get  a 
full  investigation  on  both  sides,  that  I  have  con- 
sidered it  as  likely  to  be  of  great  use  to  the  public. 
If,  however,  its  jurisdiction  is  to  be  limited  in  the 
manner  now  contended  for,  it  will  be  of  very  little 
use,  except  to  present  us  cases  in  which  there  is 
no  dispute,  and  to  have  them  adjudicated  with  more 
dispatch  than  formerly;  but  that  class  of  claims 
is  of  small  importance  compared  to  the  others. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  There  is  really  no  difficulty 
about  this  question  of  jurisdiction.  The  court 
itself  has  already  decided  it.  I  supposed  ftiat  the 
Senators  who  looked  at  the  law,  ana  were  arguing 
its  construction,  had  heard  of  the  decision,  or  t 
should  have  beft)re  referred  to  it  and  stopped  the 
debate.  Besides  the  enumerated  heads  of  jurisdic- 
tion, the  court  has  determined  that  the  reference  of 
a  question  to  it  by  either  House  of  Congress  is  a 
distinct  head  of  jurisdiction,  subject  of  course  to 
some  limitations  such  as  that  it  shall  be  a  judi- 
cial question,  and  others  named  by  the  court. 
There  is,  therefore,  no  necessity  for  this  discus- 
sion, and  there  is  no  real  difficulty  about  the 
question. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

Several  messages' from  the  President  of  the 
UniCed  States  were  rcceited   by  tlie  hands  of 
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SiDXCT  Wbbstkr,  Esq.,  his  Priyate  Secretary; 
aod,on  the  motion  of  Mr,  Mason,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  executive  business; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  thtrein,  the  doors  were 
reopened,  and 
Tiie  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 

HOUSE  OF  representatives: 

TuuRSDAT,  January  3, 1856. 

The  Clerk  called  the  House  to  order  at  twelve 
o'clock,  m. 
Th^  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

ELECTION  OF  SPEAKER. 

Mr.  MACE.  I  think,  Mr.  Clerk,  that  we  are 
all  satisfied  that  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to 
efect  a  speedy  organization  of  the  House,  and  I 
hare  a  proposition  which  will,  I  apprehend,  if 
adopted,  accomplish  that  result.  I  trust  thatafler 
it  sooU  have  been  sent  to  the  table  and  been  read, 
it  win  not  meet  the  opposition  of  any  portion 
of  this  House.  I  feel  satisfied,  sir,  that  when  I 
sfaall  have  referred  to  the  precedent  which  has 
induced  me  to  make  the  proposition  which  I  pur- 
pose making,my  fViends  who  have  been  support- 
log  the  eentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Richard- 
sok]  will  make  no  objection  whatever  to  it.  I 
am  fearful,  however,  that  that  portion  of  my 
friends  who  stand  on  the  twelfth  section  of  the 
Philadelphia  platform  may  be,  for  a  time,  some- 
▼bat  shockea  at  the  precedent.  That  portion  of 
the  American  party,  or  of  the  quasi  American 
party,  who  cannot  stand  on  the  Philadelphia  plat- 
form, will,  I  am  sure,  reco^izc  the  precedent  as 
bein?  at  kast  binding  on  tJiem.  I  tnerefore  ask 
gen&men  not  to  m&e  up  a  Judgment  in  regard 
to  the  resolution,  until  I  snail  have  referred  more 
distinctly  to  the  precedent  which  is  the  founda- 
tion of  It.  With  these  remarks  I  send  the  reso- 
lotion  to  the  Clerk's  desk. 

The  resolution  was  read,  as  follows: 

Raoitcif  That  tbe  acting  Doorkeeper  of  the  Hoose  be, 
lad  be  b  tiereby,  required  to  lock  all  the  doora  leading  to 
tbij  Hall  iMdarUer,  and  to  keep  them  securely  fastened  until 
a  Speaker  be  elected^  unless  opened  for  the  porpoee  of  let- 
tng  ia  absent  members. 

Mr.  MACE.  I  desire  that  ^ntlemen  shall  pay 
attention  to  the  precedent  which  I  have  for  this 
resolution,  and  Uiat  they  shall  consider  it  as  au- 
t|)(ftity.  I  do  not  speak,  Mr.  Clerk,  of  a  legisla- 
tive precedent,  nor  do  I  speak  of  a  modern  prece- 
dent. I  speak  of  an  ecclesiastical  precedent  which 
arose  in  the  thirteenth  century,  and  which  has 
been  bindin?  on  the  distinguished  body  in  which 
it  occurred  m>m  that  hour  to  the  present.  I  will 
DOW  refer  to  it. 

In  the  election  of  a  Pope  to  succeed  Clement  IV, 
in  the  year  1268,  the  cardinals  were  nearly  three 
years  unable  to  agree  in  the  choice  of  a  successor, 
umI  were  upon  the  point  of  breaking  up,  when 
tbe  magistrates,  by  the  advice  of  St.  Bona  venture, 
thut  i&  gates  of  the  city,  and  locked  up  the  car- 
dinals in  the  pontifical  palace  till  they  agreed. 

Now,  jgenilemen,  all  we  have  got  to  do  is  to 
tdopi  this  precedent;  and  I,  for  one,  acknowledge 
its  oinding  authority.  I  am  not  so  much  of  a 
Know  Nothing  as  not  to  do  that.  If  that  resolu- 
tioo,  although  extraordinary  in  its  character,  be 
•dopted,  I  will  venture  to  say  that  the  c^ls  of 
Bwmbera,  for  one  cause  or  another,  either  for 
nfreahments  or  otherwise,  [laughter,]  will  be  of 
■wh  a  pressing  character  as  to  force  them  to 
ovonizi^  in  the  space  of  ten  hours. 

With  these  remarks,  Mr.  Clerk  ,-1  most  respect- 
Wly  submit  the  proposition.  I  will  not  call  for 
tbe  previous  question,  because  I  regard  this  as 
^  tomini;  point  in  the  organization  of  the  House, 
tad  I  desire  to  elicit  all  the  light  and  all  the  inform- 
*&om  which  can  be  broughtout  on  the  subject.  I 
^Wefore  trust  that,  inasmuch  as  l4lo  not  call  for 
tfce  previous  question,  the  matter  will  be  leA  open 
tftd  fhlhr  discussed. 

Mr.  BOYCE.    I  move  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
tW  table. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
So  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 
^  The  House  proceeded  to  vote  the  eighty-seventh 
6i»eforSpeaker,  with  the  following  result:  Whole 
OQoiber  of  votes  cast,  219*,  necessary  to  a  choice, 
110;  of  which— 

Naibaai»l  P.  Danks  received 103 

Wabam  A.  RichardiMMi 73 

BenryM.  Fuller 33 

Atexander  C.  M.  Pennington 6 

ilMsUOcr 1 


JohnWilliamt I 

Gilchrist  Porter 1 

P.  H.  BeU 1 

J<^n  A.  Quitman 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  BonAcs— Messrs.  Albright,  Allison,  Ball,  Barbour, 
Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  Billinghurst,  Bingham,  Bishop, 
Bliss,  BradHhaw,  Brenton,  Buffington,  Burlingame,  Jamea 
H.  Campbell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Chaffee,  Ezra  Clark, 
Clawson,  Coltlax,  Comins,  Covode,  Cragm,  Cumback, 
Damrell,  Day,  Dean,  De  Witt,  Dick,  Dickf^on,  Dodd,  Dur- 
fee,  Emrie,  Flnglcr,  Galloway,  Giddin^,  Gilbert,  Granser, 
Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan,  Holloway,  Thomas  R.  Hor- 
ton,  Valentine  B.  Hurton,  Howard,  Hughston,  King,  Knapp, 
Knight,  Knowlton,  Kuox^  Kuiikel,Leiter,  Mace,  Mattrson, 
McCarty,  Moacbam,  Killian  Miller,  Morgan,  Morrill.  Mott, 
Murray,  Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Pearco, 
Pelton,  Pennington,  Pettit,  Pike,  Pringle,  Purvionce, 
Ritchie,  RobbinH,  Roberts,  RobisoD,  Sabin,  Sage,  Sapp, 
Sherman,  Simmons,  Spinner.  Stanton,  Stranahan,  Tap- 
pan,  Thorington,  Thurston,  Todd,  Traflon,  Tyson,  Wade, 
Wakeman.  Walbridge,  Waldron,  Cadwalader  C.  Wash- 
bume,  Ellihu  B.  Wa^hbume,  Israel  Waahbum,  Watson. 
Wood,  Woodruff,  and  Woodwonh. 

For  Mr.  Rtc/Umbon  —  Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay, 
Barksdale,  Bell,  Henry  8.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie^  Boycu, 
Branch,  Brooks.  Cadwalader,  Caruthers,  Coskie,  Clmginan, 
Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Craige,  Crawford, 
David^n,  Denver,  Dowdell,  Edmundson,  Elliott,  English, 
Faulkner,  Florence,  Thomas  J.  O.  Fuller,  Goode,  Green- 
wood, Augustus  Hall,  Sampeon  W.  Harris,  Tliomas  L. 
Harria,  Herbert,  Houston,  Hickman,  Jcwett,  George  W. 
Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Keitt,  Kelly,  Kidwell.  Letcher, 
Lumpkin,  Samuel  S.  Marshall,  Maxwell,  McMullin,  Mc- 
Queen, Smith  Miller,  Millson,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Peck, 
Phelps,  Powell,  Ouitman,  Ruffin,  Rust,  Sandldge,  Savage, 
Shorter,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  Smith.  Stephens, 
Stewart,  Talbott,  Tavlor,  Vail,  Wamex,  Watkins,  Wells, 
Win  slow,  and  John  V.  Wright. 

F&r  Mr.  FuUer—Memn.  Broom,  John  P.  Calnpbell,  Bay- 
ard Clark,  Cox,  CuUen,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Etheridge, 
Eustis,  Foster, J.  Morrison  Harris.  HolRnan,  Kennett.Lake, 
Lindley,  Alexander  K.  Marshall,  Humphrey  Marshall.  Mill- 
ward,  Paine,  Porter,  Puryear,  Reade,  Ready,  Ricaud,  Rivers, 
William  R.  Smith,  Sneed,  Swope,  Trippe,  Underwood, 
Valk,  Walker,  Whitney,  and  ZolKcoffer. 

For  Mr.  Penniurton—Memn.  Dunn,  Edwards,  Hacriscm, 
Haven.  Moore,  and  Scott. 

For  Mr.  Orr— Mr.  Williams. 

For  Mr.  WUUmM—Mr.  Wheeler. 

For  Mr»  Qn^moB— Mr.  Evans. 

For  Mr.  Porter— Mr.  Henry  M.  Fuller. 

For  Mr.  BeU— Mr.  Richardson. 

Pending  the  call  of  the  roll — 

Mr-  FAULKNER  said:  I  have  been  requested 
by  my  colleague  [Mr.  Carlile]  to  state  tnat  he 
has  paired  off  for  the  period  of  a  week  with  Mr. 
Davis,  of  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  SEWARD  announced  that  he  had  paired 
off  with  Mr.  Perry,  of  Maine. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  vote  the  eighty- 
eighth  time  fbr  Speaker,  with  the  following  result: 
Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  219;  necessary  ta 
a  choice,  110;  of  which — 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks  received 103 

WiUiam  A.  Richardson 73 

Henry  M.  Fuller 33 

Alexander  C.  M.  Pennington 6 

James  L.  Orr S 

John  Williams t* 

John  A.  Quitman 1 

Gilchrist  Porter .* 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  Bon^— Messrs.  Albright,  Allison,  Ball,  Barbour, 
Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  Billingtiurst,  Bingham,  Bishop, 
BlisS)  Bradshaw,  Brenton,  Bofflngton,  Burlingame,  James 
H.  Campbell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Chaffee,  Exra  Clark, 
Clawtson,  Coll'ax,  Comin:!.  Covode,  Cragin,  Cumback, 
Damrell,  Day.  Dean,  Do  WiU,  Dick,  Digkion,  Dodd,  Dur- 
fec,  Emrie,  Flagler,  Galloway,  Giddin^^,  Gilbert,  Grancer, 
Grow.  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan, Holloway,  Thomas  R.  llor- 
ton.  Valentine  B.  Horton,  Howard,  Hughston,  King,  Knapp, 
Knight,  Knowlton,  Knox,  Kunkcl,  Leiter,  Mace,  Matteson, 
McCarty,  Mcacbam,  Killian  Miller,  Morgan.  Morrill,  Mou, 
Murray,  Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Pearce, 
Pelton,  Pennington,  Pettit,  Pike,  Pringle,  Purviance, 
Ritchie,  Robbins,  Roberts,  Robison,  Sabin,  ^age.  Happ, 
Sherman,  Simmons,  Spinner,  Stanton,  Stranahan,  Tappau, 
ThoriDgton,  Tliur^iton,  Todd,  Trafton,  Tyson,  Wakeman, 
Walbridge,  Waldron,  Cadwalader  C.  Washbume,  Ellihu 
B.  WasJibume,  Irvael  Wasbbtua,  Watson,  Wood,  Wood- 
ruff,  and  Woodworth. 

For  Mr.  Ilkhard$on  —  Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  BarcUy, 
Barksdale,  Bell,  Henry  S.Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie  Boyce, 
Branch,  Brooks,  Cadwalader^anithers,  Ca0kie,Chngman, 
Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Crawford,  Da- 
vidiMHi,  Denver,  Dowdell,  Edmundson,  Elliott.  English, 
Faulkner,  Florence,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode,  Green- 
wood, Augustus  Hall,  Samp  on  W.  Harris,  Thomnj  L. 
Harris,  Herbert,  Hickman,  Houston,  Jewctt,  George  W. 
Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Keitt,  Kelly,  Kidwell,  LeictMir, 
Lumprfcin,  Samuel  S.  Maxshall,  Maxwell,  McMullin,  Mc^ 
Queen,  Smith  Miller,  MilJson,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr.  Pock, 
Phelpi*,  Powell,  Quitman,  Ruflin.  Ruitt,  Sandidgc,  bavage. 
Shorter,  Samuel  A.  Sinitli,  William  Smith,  Stepliens, 
Su^wart,  TalbOM,  Tavlor,  Vail,  Warner,  Watkins,  Wells, 
Window,  and  John  V.  Wrisbt. 

For  Mr.  Fuller— Mm^rB.  Broom.  John  P.Campbell,  Bay- 
ard Clark,  Cox,  Cullen,  Henry  Winter  Davis*.  EtUeridse, 
Eosti^  Foster,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Kcnnett,  Lake,  Lind- 
ley^ Atexta^erK.  BforsMUiawnffbreyMacaMii  Mtfiwardi 


Paine,  Porter,  Puryear,  Reade,  Ready,  Ricaud,  Rivtrs, 
WilUam  K.  Smith,  Sneed,  Swope,  Trippe,  Underwood, 
Valk,  Walker,  Whitney,  and  Zollicoflur. 

For  Mr.  Penninjfton — Messrs.  Dunn,  Edwards,  Harrison, 
Baren,  Mooro,  and  Scott. 

For  Mr.  Orr— Messrs.  WllUama  and  Richardaoa* 

For  Mr.  JriWtmiM-Mr.  Wheeler. 

For  Mr.  Q^uUtnan — Mr.  Evans. 

For  Mr.  Porter— Mr.  Henry  M.  Fuller. 

The  House  proceeded  to  vote  the  eighty-ninth 
time  for  Speaker,  with  the  following  result: 
Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  219;  necessary  to  a 
choice,  110;  of  which — 

Nathanial  P.  Banks  received 102 

William  A.  Richardson 73 

Henry  M.  PulW 33 

Alexander  C.  M.  Pennington 6 

Jamc4  L.  Orr S 

John  William.^ 1 

Gilchrist  Porter 1 

John  A.  Quitman 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  Bank*  —  Messrs.  Albright,  Allison,  Barbour, 
Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  Billinghurst,  Bingham,  Bbhop, 
Bliw,  Bradsliaw,  Brenton,  Bufiragton.  Burlingame,  Jamea 
H.  Campbell,  Lewis  D.  Cam|>bell,  Chaflbc,  Exra  Clark, 
Claw(>on,  Colfax,  Coniinfi,  Covode,  Cragin,  Cumback.  Dam- 
rell, Day,  Dean,  De  Witt,  Dick.  Dickfioti,  Dodd,  Durfoe, 
Emrie,  Flagler,  Galloway,  Giddings,  Gilbert,  Granger, 
Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall.  Harlan,  Holloway. Thomas  A.  Hor- 
ton, Valentine  B.  Horton,  Howard,  Uugheton,  King, 
Knapp,  Knight,  Knowlton,  Knox,  Kunkel,  Leiter,  Mace, 
Matteson,  McCarty,  Meachnm,  Killian  Miller,  Morgan, 
Morrill,  Mott,  Murray,  Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver, 
Parker,  Pearce,  Pelton,  Pennington,  Pettit,  Pike,.  Pringle, 
Purviance,  Ritchie.  Robbins,  Roberts,  Robison,  Sabin,  Sage, 
Sapp,  Sherman,  Simmon.*,  Spinner,  Stanton,  Stranahan, 
Tnpnan,  Thorington,  Thumon,  Todd,  Trafton,  Tyson, 
Wade,  Wakeman,  WalbrMge,  Waldron,  Cadwalader  C. 
Washbume,  Ellihu  B.  Washbume.  Israel  Washburn,  Wat- 
aon.  Welch,  Wood,  Woodruff,  and  Woodworth. 

.^W  Mr.  RLehardton — Messrs.  Aiken.  Allen,  Barclay, 
BmrMaale,  Bell,  Henry  S.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce, 
Branch.  Brooks,  Cadwalader,  Caruthers.  Caskie,  Cling- 
man,  Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Cnu#e, 
Crawford,  Davidson,  Denver,  Dowdell,  Edmundson,  El- 
liott, English,  Faulkner,  Florence.  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller, 
Goode,  Greenwood,  Augustus  Hall,  Sampson  W.  Harris, 
Thomas  L.  Harris,  Herbert,  Houston,  Hickmao,  Jcwett, 
George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Keitt,  Kelly.  Kidwell, 
Letcher,  Lumpkin,  Samuel  S.  Marshall,  Maxwell,  McMul- 
lin, McQueen,  Smith  Miller,  Millson,  Mordecai  Oliver, 
Orr,  Feck,  Phelps,  Powell,  Quitman,  Ruffin,  Rust,  San - 
didge.  Savage,  Shorter,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  WiUiam  Smith, 
Stephens.  Stewart,  Talbott.  Taylor,  Vail,  Warner,  Wat- 
kins, Wells,  Winslow,  and  John  V.  Wright. 

For  Mr.  Fuller — Messn*.  Broom,  John  P.  Campbell,  Bay- 
ard Clark,  Cox,  Cullen,  Henry  IQinter  Davis,  Etheridge, 
Eustis,  Foiter,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Hofftaian,  Kennett, 
Lake,  Lindley,  Alexander  K.  Man^hall,  Humphrey  Mar- 
shall, MillwardjPainc,  Porter,  Puryear,  Reade,  Ready, 
Ricaud,  Rivers,  William  R.  Smith,  Sneed,  Swope,  Trippe, 
Underwood,  Valk,  Walker,  Whitney,  and  Zollicoflfier. 

For  Mr.  Peimiiifiom— Messn.  Dunn,  Edwacda,  Hanf- 
Bon,  Haven,  Moore,  and  Scott. 

Jbr  Mr.  Orr— Messrs.  Rirhardton  and  Williams. 

For  Mr.  WlUiama— Mr.  Wheeler. 

For  Mr.  Porter— Mr.  Henry  M.  Fuller. 

For  Mr.  Qiti/fn«n— l^Ir.  Evaas. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
oiTering  a  resolution,  in  the  hope  of  facilitating 
the  organization  of  the  House.  We  have  been 
engaj^ed  in,  thus  far,  wholly  ineffectual  etforts  to 
obtain  that  end.  It  is  known  to  the  House  and 
the  country  that  such  have  been  the  facts.  It  is 
known  here  and  elsewhere  what  are  the  obstacles 
in  the  way  of  efTectinr  that  organization,  and  the 
whole  is  resolved  into  this  siniple  truth — that  party 
filing  on  all  sides  of  this  House  is  so  fixed  as 
to  have  thus  far  prevented  anything  like  a  coop- 
eration and  a  union  between  the  conservative 
elements  of  the  body.  On  one  side,  sir,  we  have 
seen  presented  a  large*  firm  body,  under  the  name 
of  the  Republican  party,  imifornily  casting  their 
suffrages  for  a  distinguished  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr.  Banks,]  and  solely  on  a  great  sec- 
tional question.  In  another  portion  of  the  House, 
we  sec  what  the  press  of  the  country  has  termed 
•*  the  immortal  seventy -four,* 'rendering  their  sup- 
port for  a  distinguished  gentleman  from  the  State 
of  Illinois,  [Mr.  Richardson,]  predicating  their 
support  for  that  gentleman  upon  nis  identity  with 
a  weU-known  political  mfosure.  We  know  that 
there  is  a  thira  and  still  wmaller  party  here,  com- 
posed, as  we  believe,  of  men  eminently  conserva- 
tive in  their  political  opinions,  of  men  desirous 
of  effecting  such  an  organization  here  as  shall 
insure  good  order  and  deconim  in  this  body,  as 
shall  insure  every  when*,  as  far  as  the  presiding 
officer  of  this  boay  can  have  the  power  of  insur- 
ing it,  a  strict  ooservance  of  all  the  obligations 
of  the  great  organic  law  of  the  land.  Thus  far, 
as  I  have  said,  thene  barriers  have  risen,  day  afler 
day,  against  bringing  about  a  good  and  healthfoJ 
organization* 
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The  time  has  come,  sir,  when  the  country  is 
demanding  that  wc  should  do  something  more 
than  waste  our  time  and  the  ecncral  treasury  in 
these  unavailing  efforts;  and  f  trust  tliat the  reso- 
lution which  I  now  offer  may  receive  the  sanc- 
tion of  a  majority  of  this  body.  1  have  cast  my 
eye  over  the  entire  House.  I  have  taken  as  a 
candidate  for  the  Speakership  a  gentleman  not 
entirely  identified  with  any  of  the  parties  now 
arrayed  aeainst  each  other  in  this  country — a  man 
of  high  diaracter;  a  man  of  unquestioned  mark 
and  ability;  a  man  of  singular  firmness  of  pur- 
pose, a  man  having  that  rare  independence  of 
spirit  which  moves  him  in  high  party  times, 
although  temporarily  acting  with  a  great  party  of 
the  land,  to  rise  in  his  place  on  this  floor,  and  to 
truthfully  and  manfully  indicate  to  the  House 
and  the  country  his  desire  and  his  wish  that  we 
should  organize  with  the  union  and  conservative 
elements  of  the  House;  a  man  called,  it  is  true,  a 
Democrat,  but  one  who  has  said  here  that  he  does 
not  claim  to  belong  to  that  party  in  the  strict 
technical  and  party  sense  of  the  term,  butthathc 
acts  with  that  party  because  of  a  general  coinci- 
dence and  harmony  of  opinion;  a  man  who  has 
said  that  he  was  not  in  the  caucus  which  nomin- 
ated the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Richard- 
box;!  that  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  that  caucus; 
that  ne  refused  to  go  into  it;  that  his  support  of 
that  gentleman  was  not  the  result  of  any  mere 
party  inclination  on  his  part,  but  a  support  rcn- 
deroa  because  he  knew  and  felt  that  tne  gentle- 
man from  Illinois  was  sound  on  what  he  con- 
ceived to  be  the  great  ruling  question  of  the  day. 
Now,  sir,  it  is  known  that  for  weeks  past  I  have, 
dayafter  day,  steadily  and  unflinchingly  given  my 
suffrage  for  a  distinguished  gentleman  fiom^he 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Henrt  M.  Fuller.] 
I  have  seen  and  felt  for  days  past,  that  it  is  be- 
yond my  {Kiwcr,  and  the  power  of  the  small  body 
of  men  with  whom  it  nas  been  my  honor  to  \> 
act,  to  carry  out  our  wishes,  and  to  ppt  him  in 
that  chair;  and  if  1  now  withdraw  my  support 
from  him,  I  take  this  occasion  to  say  that  it  is  in 
nowise  from  any  distrust  that  I  have  either  as 
to  his  competency  or  his  patriotism;  but  it  is 
nothing  but  the  result  of  conviction  of  my  mind 
that  we  have  not  tlie  ability  to  place  him  where 
we  desire.  ^ 

Mr.  Clerk,  I  have  said  far  more  than  I  designed; 
and  I  have  risen  merely  for  the  purpose  of  making 
one  more  eflbrt  to  brin^  about  the  organization 
of  this  House  on  a  sound  and  true  basis,  by  taking 
a  man  not  obnoxious  as  a  mere  party  man — a 
man  standing  somewhat  by  himself,  and  on  his 
own  independence.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  resolu- 
tion, which  is  in  these  words: 

Rcsolvedy  That  the  Hon.  William  W.  Botcb,  of  South 
Carulinn,  be  declared  tiie  Speaker  of  this  House. 

I  offer  it  in  the  same  spirit  that  induced  me,  on 
the  IBih  of  last  month,  to  suggest  to  this  House 
that  there  should  be  a  conference  of  the  conserva- 
tive elements  of  all  parties  to  be  called  and  held, 
in  the  hope  and  for  the  purpose,  if  possible,  of 
bringing  about  and  insuring  a  proper  organiza- 
tion of  this  body.  In  the  same  spirit,  I  now  offer 
the  resolution.  What  its  fate  may  be  here,  I 
cannot  tell;  but,  sir,  it  is  made  in  good  faith;  and 
for  one  1  shall  render  the  gentleman  named  a 
cheerful  and  ready  support,  because  it  is  due  to 
him  as  a  man  and  a  politician.  I  Aiink  that  it 
holds  out  the  promise  of  a  result  which  is  so  much 
desired  by  all  good  men. 

Mr.  GALLOWAY.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  move  to 
amend  that  resolution  by  striking  out  the  name 
of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
BoTCE,]  and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  name  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Bakks.I 

Mr.  CADWALADER.  I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  I  hold  that  the  amendment  is  not  in  or- 
der. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  Yes,  sir,  the  purpose  which 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Walker]  had 
in  view  is  somewhat  departed  from.  [Laughter.] 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  that  the 
amendment  is  in  order. 

Mr.  GALLOWAY.  Mr.  Clerk,  1  am  as  much 
disposed  to  be  conciliatory  as  any  other  man  can 
pretend  to  be,  but  I  like  to  be  conciliatory  on 
principle.  I  have  some  doubts  in  re^^xd  to  terms 
which  have  been  freely  used  in  this  House,  which 
I  desire  to  have  explained  before  I  can  vote  for 
any  resolution  such  as  has  been  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  frpm  Alabama^  [Mr.  Wauleb.]  The 


gentleman  very  courteously  informed  this  House, 
in  his  designation  of  the  different  parties,  tlint 
there  is  a  large  party  in  this  House  that  is  acting 
on  a  sectional  principle.  There  are  two  other 
parties  that  are  more  respectable,  which  he  char- 
acterizes bv  the  terra  national. 

Mr.  WALKER.  The  gentleman  misunder- 
stands me. 

Mr.  GALLOWAY.    Conservative,  then. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  used  no  such  terms  as  the 
gentleman  attributes  to  me. 

Mr.  GALLOWAY.  The  inference  is  irresist- 
ible, that  if  one  is  sectional  the  other  is  something 
else.  What  that  something  else  is,  has  been  dis- 
tinctively and  disagreeably  indicated  by  many 
gentlemen  on  this  floor.  We  have  heard  the  term 
national  again  and  again.  Now  I  am  a  native 
of  tliis  country,  and  I  claim  to  be  a  descendant  of 
the  men  who  showed  their  nationality  by  life  and 
labors  for  the  cause  of  freedom,  and  I  always  had 
an  impression  that  the  great  element  of  nationality 
in  our  country  was  ft-eedom.  I  supposed  thaithat 
was  a  cardinal  object  of  the  noble  men  that  framed 
the  Constitution.  In  the  preamble  of  that  instru- 
ment, as  I  understand,  they  declared  that  their 
object  was  to  form  a  more  perfect  union,  to  pro- 
mote the  general  welfare,  and  to  secure  to  them- 
selves and  their  posterity  the  blessings  of  liberty. 
And  it  does  notappear,  among  the  patriotic  objects 
set  forth  in  that  preamble,  that  they  had  any  idea 
of  a  certain  element  of  nationality  which  has  re- 
cently arisen  in  this  country.  They  had  before 
them,  as  tht  great,  prominent  object  of  their  effort, 
the  preservation  and  perpetuation  of  freedom. 

We  hold  that  to  be  the  great  element  of  nation- 
ality at  the  present  time;  and  so,  without  intend- 
ing to  prejudice  those  who  differ  from  us,  we 
hold  as  the  great  purpose  of  our  efforts  at  this 
time  in  attempting  to  organiza  this  House,  that 
same  element  of  freedom;  and  wherever  we  go, 
in  any  part  of  this  land,  when  we  are  interrogated 
as  to  what  is  the  great  element  of  our  nationality, 
we  say,  as  the  fathers  of  the  Constitution  did, 
that  it  is  to  secure  to  ourselves  and  to  posterity 
the  blessings  of  liberty. 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  K.  MARSHALL.  Nig- 
ger posterity? 

Mr.  GALLOWAY.  Well,  sir,  1  have  none  of 
that  sort;  but  I  should  very  much  dislike  to  vouch 
for  others  on  this  floor.  [Long-continued  roars  of 
laughter.  1  I  say  that,  wherever  we  go,  we  can 
hold  up  tnis  element  of  nationality  to  the  world . 
If,  for  example,  a  gentleman  should  go  from  this 
highly-favored  land,  crowned  with  the  blessings  of 
liberty,  to  other  lands,  and  should  travel  through 
England,  or  Austria,  or  Russia,  and  should  be 
asked  what  his  element  of  nationaliiy  is,  he  would 
reply  freedom,  and  it  would  be  understood;  but 
ifj^on  the  other  hand,  he  should  answer  that  ala- 
rm/ is  the  fundamental  principle  of  our  nation- 
ality, they*  would  reply  that  tital  has  been  the 
foundation  element  of  the  nationality  of  all  the 
despotisms  that  have  crushed  humanity  in  all 
parts  of  the  world.  I  say,  then,  Mr.  Clerk,  that 
we  are  the  men  who  hold  and  maintain  a  great 
distinctive  element  of  nationality,  by  which  we 
may  be  known  throughout  the  world;  and  it  does 
not  come  with  an  attractive  grace  from  any  gen- 
tleman in  this  House  to  charge  upon  us  section- 
alism, when  we  base  our  efforts  upon  the  same 
great  cardinal  principles  upon  which  were  based 
the  efforts  of  the  men  wno  secured  to  us  the 
blessings  of  liberty. 

I  do  not  propose  to  ^o  into  an  argument  to 
show  that  we  are  traveling  in  the  footsteps  of 
those  **  illustrious  predecessors.**  I  rose  merely 
to  repel  the  insinuation — ay,  not  the  insinuation, 
but  tne  direct  charge,  that  the  gentlemen  who  are 
my  coadjutors  in  this  part  of  the  House  arc  sec- 
tional in  their  views.  Aeain  and  again  have  we  been 
met  in  this  House  by  tne  charge  of  Abolitionism. 
What  do  these  gentlemen  mean  by  "Abolition- 
ism?** Is  their  idea  upon  that  subject  as  indis- 
tinct q^d  undcflnable  as  their  peculiar  element  of 
nationality  ?  If  they  mean  by  Abolitionism  the 
non-extension  of  slavery  into  territory  that  is  now 
free,  wc  are  Abolitionists,  as  were  the  gallant 
founders  of  our  Republic.  But  if  they  mean  by 
it  the  breaking  down  of  the  distinctions  of  caste, 
deranging  social  order,  or  disturbing  the  true  do- 
mestic relations,  gentlemen,  we  present  ourselves 
as  clean  on  that  whole  subject,  and  let  those  who 
are  as  untami^d  as  we  are  sav  so  upon  this 
floor.    I  am  willing,  aa  ono  of  toe  mexnbors  on 


this  side  of  the  House,  to  be  classified  among'  the 
fathers  of  the  Republic,  by  sympathy  of  senti- 
ment, and  to  be  characterized  by  epithets  that  we 
understand;  but  when  gentlemen  convey  by  terms 
an  idea  disrespectful  to  our  dignity  of  character, 
or  to  our  attachment  to  the  Constitution  and  to 
the  principles  of  our  country,  we  indignantly 
repel  the  accusation. 

Now,  Mr.  Clerk,  hear  a  few  additional  remarks. 
The  gentlemen  who  are  representing  the  peculiar 
administration  of  this  country  join  with  others  in 
characterizing  us  as  sectional.  Does  it  become 
the  Pretorian  band  of  the  Administration,  which 
rode  into  power  upon  a  high  tide  of  popularity 
some  two  or  three  years  ago,  and  has  now  dwin- 
dled into  a  feeble  insignificance — does  it  become 
those  gentlemen  to  taunt  us  with  not  organizing 
this  House  ?  Where  is  the  glory  that  character- 
ized that  Administration  some  two  years  ago? 
Where  are  the.  prestige  and  the  prosperity  in 
which  they  then  gloried?  Ah  !  where  are  they? 
Why  have  the  prosperity  and  power  of  that  Ad- 
ministration become  so  suddenly  and  sadly  ob- 
scured? Has  it  been  because  your  element  of 
nationality  has  reduced  tlio  power  of  the  Admin- 
istration? If  so,  I  can  only  ask  an  increase  of 
that  same  element,  and  in  a  short  time  the  power 
of  this  Administration  cannot  be  either  defined  or 
described;  it  will  not  be  a  calculable  quantity. 
And  now>  Mr.  Clerk,  I  think  it  is  respectful  m 
those  of  us  who  constitute  a  plurality  in  this 
House,  to  ask  that  we  who  represent  the  most 
powerful  constituency  and  the  preponderating 
vote  in  this  country  snail  choose  the  Speaker  of 
this  House.  I  have  no  other  means  of  ascertain- 
ing what  is  nationality,  except  by  the  expression 
of  the  nation.  These  gentlemen  maybe  national 
ex  non  natione,  as  lucus  was  said  to  be  lucus  a  lum 
lucendo.  But  we  are  national,  because  we  repre- 
sent a  larger  portion  of  the  free  people  of  this 
nation  than  is  represented  by  both  classes  of 
our  opponents  on  this  floor.  So  far,  then,  aa 
members  are  concerned,  we  claim  the  epithet  of 
nationcd;  and  so  far  as  the  great  distinctive,  per- 
vading, penetrating  element  of  all  that  consti- 
tutes our  glory  and  our  grandeur  is  concerned, 
freedom,  we  claim  to  be  national. 

Mr.  DUNN.  I  would  inquire  if  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Gallo- 
way] is  still  subject  to  amendment  by  striking 
out  tne  name  of  Mr.  Banks,  and  substituting  the 
name  of  another  gentleman  ? 

The  CLERK.  It  is  still  subject  to  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  DUNN.    In  that  form  ? 

The  CLERK.    So  the  Clerk  thinks. 

Mr.  DUNN.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  am  just  as  anxious 
for  the  organization  of  this  House  as  any  mem- 
ber is,  or  ought  to  be;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I 
desire  whatever  organization  shedl  take  place 
shall  be  such  a  one  as  will,  as  far  as  practicable, 
under  existing  circumstances,  secure  some  de- 
gree of  harmony  in  all  quarters,  and  particularly 
amongst  those  of  us  anxiously  wishing  the  ac- 
complishment of  one  object.  I  want  no  extreme 
representation,  but  one  whose  moderation  will 
command  respect,  while  his  fixed  principles  will , 
secure  our  ends. 

Now,  sir,  I  wish  to  say,  in  order  to  cut  this 
matter  short,  that  it  is  well  known,  by  most 
members  upon  this  floor,  that  matters  have  been 
transpiring  for  weeks  past,  and  have  at  last  taken 
a  form  that  render  it,  as  far  as  I  know  or  can 
sec,  utterly  impossible  for  some  of  us  to  cast  our 
votes  for  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  Banks.]  W'e  have  not  created  that  condi- 
tion of  things,  nor  are  we  responsible  for  it.  It 
has  been  forced  here  by  others.  You,  gentlemen, 
if  wilUng,  can  accommodate  and  settle  this  di£- 
culty .  I  haveTt  proposition  to  make  with  a  view 
to  that  accommodation;  and  I  make  it  without 
having  a  personal  preference  in  any  direction.  I 
have  selected  a  gentleman  who  has  had  enough 
experience  to  preside  over  our  deliberations;  one 
of  undoubted  mte^rity ;  one  who  is  true  to  you 
upon  the  great  subject  you  have  so  much  at  heart, 
and  one  whose  antecedents  are  Democratic,  and 
therefore  differing  from  my  own.  He  is  every 
way  worthy  of  our  confidence.  I  present  him  to 
you  in  order  to  get  clear  of  the  difficulties  which 
some  have  suggested.  I  move  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  striking  out  the  name  of  Mr. 
Banks,  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  name  of 
Mr.  LsiTfiR,  of  Ohio.    Gentlemen^  we  can  agree 
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It  was  the  result  of  an  ardent  and  heartfelt  desire 
to  aid  in  the  organization  of  this  House.  I  do 
not  desire  to  dictate  to  any  gentleman  upon  this 
floor. 

Mr.  B ARKSDALE.  I  am  not  wining  to  shape 
my  course  to  suit  the  purposes  or  the  object  of 
the  gentleman  from  Alatama,  or  of  the  party  with 
which  he  is  associated. 

It  seems  to  me,  then,  that  it  is  our  duty  to 
maintain  the  organization  of  the  Democratic 
party — to  stand  upon  our  principles.  We  are 
not  responsible  for  the  non-organization  of  this 
House,  and  we  cannot  be  held  to  that  responsi- 
bility before  the  country.  The  Democracy  are 
in*a  minority  here  of  more  than  eighty  voters. 
The  Opposition  are  responsible,  whether  they 
agree  upon  the  slavery  question  or  not.  Together 
they  arc  making  war  upon  the  Democratic  party 
and  a  Democratic  Admmisiration;  and  upon  them 
devolves  the  responsibility  of  organizing  this 
House.  Hence,  1  cannot  vote  for  the  resolution 
of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama.  I  believe  if  I 
should  give  such  a  vote — and  in  saying  this  I  do 
not  intend  any  reflection  upon  gentlemen  who  vote 
differently  from  myself— I  should  be  violating 
my  obligations  to  my  party,  and  imperil  the 
interests  of  my  constituents. 

Mr.  McCtUEEN.  If  I  understand  the  question, 
the  original  proposition  is  to  elect  Mr.  Boyce  as 
Speaker;  the  first  amendment  is  to  strike  out  the 
name  of  Mr.  Boyce  and  substitute  that  of  Mr. 
Banks;  the  second  amendment  is  tcv^trike  out 
both  those  names  and  insert  that  of  Mr.  Penning- 
ton. Then  I  presume  that  the  first  vote  will  be 
taken  for  the  election  of  Mr.  Pennington,  the 
second  for  that  of  Mr.  Banks,  and  the  third^nd 
last  for  that  of  Mr.  Boyce.  Under  these  ciiWm- 
Btances,  I  vote  ay. 

Mr.  aUITMAN.  I  regret  to  diflTer  fronri  my 
honorable  colleague  [Mr.  Barksdale]  in  opinion 
as  to  the  results  which,  from  his  remarks,  he 
appears  to  think  will  follow  froi]^  refusal  to  lay 
these  propositions  on  the  table.  ^  have,  in  com- 
mon with  some  other  gentlemen  who  have  here- 
tofore acted  with  me  in  this  House,  voted  against 
laying  this  resolution  on  the  table;  and  I  wish  to 
say  to  those  gentlemen  who  think  otherwise,  that 
they  misapprehend  the  question.  By  laying  these 
resolutions  and  amendments  on  the  table,  we  shall 

S  re  vent  a  direct  vote  on  them.  Now,  I  desire  a 
irect  vote  on  these  propositions.  Are  gentlemen 
afraid  of  that?  Are  tnere  any  members  of  the 
Democratic  party  afraid  to  meet  either  of  the 
propositions  before  the  House?  Why,  they  are 
simply  what  we  have  been  voting  for  all  along. 
So  long  as  the  Democratic  party  will  continue  to 
vote  for  Mr.  Richardson,  I  expect  that  I  will  also 
vote  for  that  gentleman,  and  i  will  vote  against 
the  substitution  of  any  other  name  for  his.  But 
I  think  it  essential  ana  important  to  the  interests 
of  the  party  with  which  I  am  acting  that  we 
should  hear  the  developments  which  will  prob- 
ably be  made  if  we  proceed  to  a  direct  vote  on 
these  propositions.  What  will  be  the  state  of 
the  question  if  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  be 
not  agreed  to?  In  the  first  place,  the  House  will 
proceed  to  vote  on  the  substitution  of  the  name 
of  Mr.  Pennington  for  that  of  Mr.  Banks.  If 
that  amendment  be  not  adopted,  the  House  will 
then  proceed  to  vote  on  the  substitution  of  the 
name  of  Mr.  Banks  for  that  of  Mr.  Boyce.  Well, 
stir,  if  a  majority  of  the  House  approve  of  electing 
Mr.  Banks  as  Speaker,  so  be  it.  I  do  not  stand 
here  to  prevent  the  carrying  out  of  the  will  of  a 
majority  of  this  House.  It  is  to  be  presumed, 
however,  that  inasmuch  as  no  majority  can  be 
found  to  elect  Mr.  Banks  by  a  direct  vote,  neither 
can  anymajority  be  found  to  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment. Then,  iftheamendment  be  voted  down,  the 
question  will  come  up  on  the  original  rcsolutioh 
of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama;  and  then,  if  the 
party  with  which  I  am  acting  do  not  approve  of 
It,  my  colleague  and  myself  will  be  found  voting 
ajjgainst  this  resolution.  But  I  repeat,  if  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  on  the  table  be  negatived,  we  will 
probably  see  some  developments  which  may  here- 
after serve  the  party  with  which  1  am  acting.  In 
my  assent  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Democratic 
caucus,  I  did  not  consider  myself  as  precluded 
from  independent  action  on  questions  such  as 
that  now  before  the  House. 

If  the  gentlemen  on  the  pther  side  of  the  House, 
who  support  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Atooama,  will  tender  to  ua  the  olive-branch, 


it  is  for  them  to  do  so — either  on  the  floor  of 
this  House  or  elsewhere.  The  question  now  be- 
fore us  is  merely  one  of  policy,  not  of  principle. 
For  myself,  I  am  determined  to  adhere  to  the 

f)rinciplcs  upon  which  I  have  hitherto  acted,  so 
ong  as  niy  conscience  approves  of  them,  and  no 
longer.  When  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama  shall  come  up  for  a  direct  vote,  I 
will  prefer  first  to  confer  with  my  own  party; 
but,  ror  the  present,  the  only  question  before  the 
House  is  on  laying  the  resolution  on  the  table, 
and  cominff  to  a  direct  vote  on  the  various  prop- 
ositions. I  do  not  commit  myself  by  my  vote 
to  either  of  them.  I  leave  myself  entirely  uncom- 
mitted, and  at  liberty  to  vote  according  to  the 
dictates  of  my  own  conscience  when  the  direct 
vote  shall  come  before  the  House. 

I  have  said,  Mr.  Clerk,  all  that  I  intend  to  say 
in  explanation  of  my  vote.  It  seems  to  me  that 
many  of  my  friends  misconstrue  and  misappre- 
hend the  true  question  before  them.  It  simply  is, 
whether  we  shall  come  to  a  direct  vote  on  tnese 

fropositions,  or  whether  we  shall  pass  them  over, 
f  we  do  come  to  a  direct  vote,  I  shall  probably 
be  found  voting  with  my  party.  But  I  take  the 
responsibility  of  actine  from  my  own  suggestion 
on  the  proposition  to  lay  on  the  table,  because  I 
believe  that  the  permanent  good  of  the  party  with 
which  I  act,  ana  the  permanent  ^ood  or  the  coun- 
try, will  be  promotca  by  allowing  developments 
to  take  place  on  the  direct  vote  on  these  proposi- 
tions. If,  as  I  said  before,  it  be  the  sense  of  the 
House  to  elect  Mr.  Banks,  we  must  submit  to 
the  mwority.  If  it  be  the  sense  of  the  House  to 
elect  Mr.  Boyce,  I  shall  rejoice  at  such  a  result. 
But  I  do  not  mean  to  act  directly  on  the  proposi- 
tion until  I  shall  have  met  in  consultation  with 
those  with  whom  I  have  thus  far  acted. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  I  ask  leave  to  make  an  ex- 
planation in  regard  to  a  point  introduced  by  the 
gentleman  from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Barksdale.] 

Mr.  BARKSDALE,  (interrupting.)  I  desire 
to  make  a  remark  or  two  in  reply  to  my  honor- 
able colleague,  [Mr.  GIuitman,]  but  if  I  cannot 
get  the  floor  now  for  that  purpose,  I  give  the 
House  notice  that  I  will  ask  it  at  ^ome  future 
time. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  I  wish  to  say  one  or  two 
words,  in  con9<equence  of  some  remarks  that  have 
been  made  by  other  gentlemen,  and  especially  in 
consequence  of  the  introduction  on  this  floor  of 
proceedings  that  have  taken  place  elsewhere. 

Now,  it  is  needless  for  me  to  say  to  my  breth- 
ren of  the  Democratic  party,  with  whom  I  have 
thus  far  acted,  that  there  has  been  no  Ynan  more 
cordial  and  thorough  in  his  devotion  to  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  the  Democratic  party  has  hith- 
erto stood  in  this  contest  than  I  have  been.  There 
is  no  man  on  this  floor,  Mr.  Clerk,  who  has  a 
higher  appreciation  of  the  character  and  the  ser- 
vices of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Illinois 
[Mr.  Richardson]  than  I  have;  and  no  gefltle- 
man  would  go  further  than  I  would  to  make  him 
Speaker  of  this  House.  I  came  upon  this  floor 
at  the  same  time  with  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Illinois.  During  the  whole  time  of  his  ser- 
vice, I  have  been  his  associate  on  this  floor,  and  I 
take  pleasure  in  saying,  that  on  almost  every  im- 
portant question  which  has  arisen,  so  far  as  I 
now  remember,  I  have  found  my  jud^ent  and 
determination  cordially  coinciding  with  his.  I 
may  therefore  say,  that  I  should  consider  it  an 
important  achievement,  not  only  for  the  great 
Democratic  party  of  which  I  am  a  member,  and 
which,  for  the  country's  good  and  the  country's 
quiet,  I  hope  soon  again  to  see  restored  to  com- 
plete ascendency  on  this  floor,  but  I  should  con- 
sider it  a  greater  achievement  for  the  Constitution 
and  for  the  nation,if  we  could  secure  the  election 
of  that  honorable  gentleman.  We  have  been,  how- 
ever, trying  to  accomplish  that  object  for  four  or 
five  weeks.  The  prospect  now  seems  to  be  not 
more  bright  than  it  was  at  the  beginning. 

I  should  not  think,  therefore,  that  I  was  doing 
my  duty  to  my  country  nor  to  my  constituents, 
if,  with  so  sUght  a  prospect  of  electing  the  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois  Speaker  of  this  House,  I 
should  stand  here  and  oppose  a  proposition  to 
elect  another  gentleman  in  his  stead,  when  that 
other  may  be  of  sound  faith,  of  sound  principles, 
and  in  cordial  and  thorough  cooperation  with  us 
on  the  very  platform  on  which  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois  has  been  nominated.  I  could,  under 
no  circumstances,  vote  for  any  gentleman  whom 


I  did  not  consider  sound  on  the  cardinal  points 
of  our  faith.  But,  sir,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  there 
is  no  gentleman  here  who  has  more  cordially 
indorsed  the  resolution  adopted  at  the  original 
caucus  of  the  Democratic  parly  of  the  Houae, 
than  my  honorable  friend  from  South  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Boyce.]  Again,  sir,  I  say,  in  justice  lo 
myself  and  to  the  constituents  whom  I  represent. 
tliat,  though  at  an  earUer  period  of  the  session  I 
might  have  done  otherwise,  yet  at  this  stage  of 
these  proceedings,  I  cannot  stand  here  lo  reject 
such  a  proposition,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
I  would  like  exceedingly  to  have  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois  elected. 

Now,  Mr.  Clerk,  another  miestion  ha«  been 
raised  by  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi,  [Mr. 
Barksdale.]  It  has  been  said  that  the  Demo- 
cratic party  m  the  House,  by  its  action  incaucui, 
stands  committed  to  adhere  to  its  candidate. 
Sir,  it  is  always  inconvenient,  and,  I  may»j, 
that,  in  my  judgment,  it  is^a  violation  of  pariia- 
mentary  usage,  to  introduce  the  action  of  acaacos 
upon  the  floor  of  a  legislative  body.  The  uaa^ 
seems  to  me  to  be  a  sound  and  discreet  one,  be- 
cause if  one  gentleman,  for  the  sake  of  explain- 
ing his  position,  brings  forward  his  recollection 
of  what  was  done  in  caucus,  another  ^tleman, 
holding^  a  Qififerent  opinion ,  may  feel  it  incumbent 
upon  him  to  bring  out  other  tnings  which  were 
done  for  the  sake  of  setting  himself  right  I 
shall  not,  therefore,  go  into  the  action  of  the 
caucus  here,  further  than  to  say  that,  if  the 
gentleman  from  Mississippi  is  under  the  imprw- 
ftidn  that  there  was  any  understanding  among  ita 
members,  in  case  the  national  American  partv  in 
the  House  presented  a  candidate  here  for  Speaker, 
standing  upon  our  platform,  in  such  a  shape  as 
to  make  his  election  probable,  that  in  such  an 
event  we  should  reject  the  proposition,  I  can 
only  inform  him  that  my  recollection  is  different 
from  his. 

In  relation  to  myself,  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
sissippi has  expressly  exonerated  me,  and  I  haie 
nothing  to  say  on  that  point  by  way  of  fiiriher 
expltttiation.  I  will  say  a  word  in  relation  lo  other 
gentlemen  acting  with  me.  I  do  not  consider  that 
there  was  any  understanding  in  either  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic caucuses,  that  in  C€ise  a  proposition Vas 
made  by  the  American  party  in  good  faith,  to 
take  a  sound  and  reliable  man,  and  there  was  a 
probability  that^n  election  might  result  from  u. 
then  the  members  of  those  caucuses  should  be 
pledged  to  reject  it.  ,  ^ 

Sir,  how  are  we  to  know  what  is  the  probabil- 
ity of  an  election  ?    How  ean  we  tell  what  wouW 
be  the  eflfect  of  the  proposition  if  we  iMf  it  on  tne 
table  ?    I  want  to  see  how  far  the  gentlroian  from 
Alabama  has  submitted  this  resolution-71  ^ 
not  say  in  ffood  faith,  for  I  will  not  quesuon  tw 
sincenty  of  the  gentleman— but  I  desire  to  ^ 
how  far  he  has  moved  in  concert  with  those  w 
usually  act  with  him  on  this  floor.    M^*^^ 
see  whether  they  will  indorse  his  action asem- 
bodied  in  the  proposition.     If  this  i«  the  rtm 
of  a  concerted  movement  amongst  those  gen 
men,  it  would  place  it  very  nearly  in  our  po 
to  effect  an  election.     A  htUe  aid  frona  the  ■» 
terers  would  do  it.     If  the  members  of  his  pary 
do  not  indorse  this  movement  of  the  honomw^ 
^n  tleman  from  Alabama,  let  us  show  it  by  DrwHS 
mg  them  to  the  test.  .     , ..  --^ 

1  have  just  been  requested  by  a  fri?"".   _1^ 
the  ^ntleman  from  Alabama  whether,  in  the  pn^ 
osiuon  which  he  has  made,  he  has  consuliea 
members  of  the  party  with  which  he  acta, 
has  their  concurrence?  ,  -jgh 

Mr.  WALKER.    Does  the  gcnUemftn  ^ 

me  to  answer  now?  .       ,  ^tw. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.    No,  sir;  to  save  time,  l  ^ 

draw  the  quefton.  ,. 

Mr.  WALKER.    It  is  very  well  yo^Ziren- 
Mr.  BOCOCK.     I  do  not  know  what  the  ^^ 

tleman  from  Alabama  means  by  saying»  >       ^.^ 

well  that  I  do.    I  will  ^o  on  to  wy «  ^^  „!;,tice 

B  rules  of  parliamentary  pra^ 


in  relation  to  the 
arising  in  this  case. 
Some 


plained 


of  the  gentlemen  who  have  exp  ^^ 
their  positions  here  have,  in  ^Y.i^^^lu^-o^ 


taken  the  parliamentary  proceeding  wnf    ^^  ^q 
follow  in  case  the  resolution  is  not  laj      ^^^ 
table.    They  appear  to  tliink  that  ^n.^^cotn 
the  Hmisft  nnd  i»jir.h  mnmlwr  of  it  W0U»      _-fiox 


the  House  and  each  member  of  it  ^^'^  /--^(nT^c^ 
pelled  to  choose  between  the  genllenian  l^^p^jan 
Jersey  [Mr.  PfiifNiNCTOiy]  lind  the  g* 
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from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Banks,!  as  an  ultimate 
choice.  That  is  not  the  fact.  ]i  the  motion  to 
lay  on  tho  table  is  voted  down,  the  question  will 
then  recur  on  striking  out  the  name  of  Mr.  Bakss 
ajid  inserting  that  of  Mr.  Pennington.  If  it  is 
carried  in  the  affirmative,  Mr.  Pennington's 
name  will  be  inserted,  and  the  Question  will  then 
have  to  be  decided  between  Mr.  Pennington 
and  Mr.  Botce.  Otherwise  the  question  will  be 
between  Mr.  Banks  and  Mr.  Botce 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER  I  rise  to  a  question  of 
order.  1  ask  the  Clerk  whether  the  result  of  the 
TOte  has  been  aimoimced  ? 

The  CLERK.     It  has  not. 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER.  Then  I  submit  that  all 
this  discussion  is  out  of  order. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  has  so  stated;  but 
it  has  thus  far  proceeded  without  objection. 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER.  I  object  to  its  proceed- 
inff  further. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  I  only  desire  to  state  the  par- 
liamentary law  of  the  case.  I  hope  the  gentleman 
will  allow  me  to  go  on  and  finish. 

Mr.  ZOLUCOFFER.  I  dislike  to  interrupt 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  but  there  are  other 
g^enUemcn  here  who  also  desire  to  make  explana- 
tions; and  I  think  the  result  of  the  vote  had  better 
be  announced,  and  then  gentlemen  <may  make 
their  explanations  in  order. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  WeU,  sir,  I  will  only  say 
that,  if  this  resolution  is  not  laid  on  the  table,  a 
vote  must  ultimately  be  taken  between  Mr.  Botce 
and  Mr.  Pennington,  or  Mr.  Banks,  or  what- 
ever gentleman  is  named  in  opposition  to  himt 
Gentlemen  may  take  whomsoever  they  will,  and 
his  strength  must  be  tried  with  that  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Botce.]  We 
may  thus  ascertain  who  is  strongest,  and  whether 
any  gentleman  can  obtain  a  majority  of  the  House. 
Tms  can  only  be  done  at  this  time  by  reAising  to 
lay  the  resolution  upon  the  table.  Having  said 
this  much,  I  will  not  detain  the  House  by  any 
further  remarks. 

Mr.  READY  obtained  the  floor. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  must  remind  the 
^ntleman  that  this  discussion  is  all  out  of  order, 
inasmuch  as  the  result  of  the  vote  has  not  been 
announced.  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  has 
raised  the  Question  of  order,  and  objects  to  its 
proceeding  uirther. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  I  would  merely  suggest  that 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  raised  his  question 
upon  me,  and,  inasmuch  as  I  have  concluded  my 
remarks,  I  suppose  the  question  of  order  falls. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  it  is  not  in 
order  for  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr. 
Rbapt]  to  proceed  with  his  remarks. 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER.  I  move  that  the  result 
of  the  vote  be  announced. 

Mr.  CRAWFORD.  Desiring  to  understand 
from  the  Clerk  the  state  of  the  question  in  case 
the  resolution  is  not  laid  on  the  table',  I  ask  if  the 
next  vote  would  not  be  upon  striking  out  the 
name  of  Mr.  Banks,  and  mserting  tluU  of  Mr. 
Psmmincton  ? 

The  CLERK.  That  question  would  next  be 
submitted  to  the  House. 

Mr.  CRAWFORD.  Then,  sir,  not  desiring  to 
make  a  choice  between  these  two  gentlemen  for 
Speaker,  and  not  in  consideration  of  anything 
which  has  fallen  from  gentlemen  on  this  door,  I 
desire  to  change  my  vote  from  no  to  ay.  [Cries 
of  **  Order  !**    ♦♦  Announce  the  vote.'T 

Mr.  ORR  obtained  the  floor. 

The  CLERK.  The  question  of  order  having 
been  raised,  the  Clerk  must  decide  that  all  this 
discussion  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  ORR.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  have  not  voted. 
[Laughter.] 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  begs  the  gentle- 
man's pardon;  he  thought  the  object  of  the  gen- 
tleman in  rising  was  to  continue  the  discussion. 

Mr.  ORR.  1  desire  to  vote,  but,  before  doing 
so,  it  may  perhiq>s  be  well  to  state,  that  when  this 
question  was  first  presented,  I  was  considerably 
embarrassed  to  know  how  to  act.  But  the  votes 
that  have  been  given  upon  the  motion  to  lay  upon 
the  table  have  relieved  me  from  that  embarrass- 
ment. 1  find  that  eight  gentlemen  belonging  to 
the  American  party  have  shown  their  opposition 
to  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama, 
br  voting  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  to  wit:  Messrs. 
CuLLBN,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Alexander 
K.  Maasball,  Reade,  Sxxso,  Swops,  Vals, 


Rivers,  and  Zollicopper.  Now,  sir,  it  is  evident, 
with  that  number  of  the  Aj^erican  party  of  the 
House  hostile  to  it,  if  I  were  to  vote  in  tne  neg- 
ative upon  laying  upon  the  table,  the  resolution 
would  result  m  nothing.  I  therefore  vote  in  the 
affirmative. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Illinois.  I  shall  not  make 
a  very  lengthy  speech  to  the  House.  I  change 
my  vote  from  no  to  ay. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Alabama.  Finding  that  the 
South  Americans  [great  laughter]  are  deserting 
us,  I  change  my  vote  from  no  to  ay. 

[Here  a  large  number  of  members  rose  in  their 
places,  and  changed  their  votes  from  ay  to  no,  or 
no  to  ay.J 

The  CLERK.  It  is  impossible  for  the  clerks 
to  take  down  the  changes,  if  members  continue 
to  change  as  rapidlv  as  they  have.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  RUST.  Mr.  Clerk,  as  genUemen  who 
voted  with  myself  have  seen  fit  to  change  their 
votes  and  assign  their  reasons  for  doing  so,  if  in 
order  I  would  be  glad  to  state  why  I  shall  adhere 
to  mine.  If,  as  gentlemen  say,  it  places  me  in  a 
false  position,  I  am  willing  to  occupy  it,  and  meet 
the  responsibility,  whatever  it  may  be,  that  at- 
taches to  it.  But,  sir,  I  do  not  think  so.  My 
understanding  is,  that  the  first  vote  would  have 
been  upon  the  proposition  to  insert  the  name  of 
Mr.  Pennington,  as  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana,  in  the  place  of  that  of  Mr.  Banks,  as 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  As  that  had 
failed  or  carried,  the  question  next  would  have 
been  upon  substituting  for  the  name  of  Mr. 
Botce,  of  South  Carolina,  that  of  Mr.  Penning- 
ton or  Mr.  Banks.  If  this  had  carried,  I  cannot 
perceive  the  difficulties  of  the  position  in  which 
we  would  have  been  placed,  ana  which  seems  so 
much  to  have  excited  the  apprehensions  of  gen- 
tlemen on  this  side  of  the  House.  I  would  have 
then  moved  that  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama  [Mr.  Walker]  as  amended  be  laid 
upon  the  table. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  will  be  kind 
enough  to  remember  that  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  [Mr.  Readt]  raised  the  point  of  order 
that  this  debate  was  out  of  order. 

Mr.  RUST.  I  would  beg  the  indulgence  of 
the  House  for  a  few  moments  longer.  [Cries  of 
"  Order  I"  "  Gk)  on!  ""Hear  him  n  I  would  ask 
but  two  minutes,  but  one,  to  state  my  position  to 
the  House.  ["Go  on!  goon!"]  It  is  this:  as 
between  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Rich- 
ardson] and  any  other  upon  this  floor,  I  prefer  him 
immeasurably ;  out  when  I  have  to  decide  between 
throwing  %iy  vote  away  upon  him  and  casting  it 
for  a  gentleman  unexceptionable  to  myself  and 
the  people  whom  I  represent  upon  this  floor, 
whom  we  can  elect,  and  effect  an  organization  of 
this  House,  I  shall  not  hesitate  as  to  my  course. 

[When  it  wsis  announced  as  above,  that  the 
resolution  and  pending  amendments  were  laidf)n 
the  table,  loud  cries  rose  from  all  parts  of  the 
Hall  of  "Call  the  roll!"  "Go  on  with  the 
voting  !'n 

Mr.  COVODE.    I  beg  gentlemen's  indulgence 

fbr  a  moment.  I  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Resolvedf  That  from  and  after  Saturday  next,  no  member 
of  this  House  shall  bo  entitled  to  receive  his  daily  pay  until 
a  Speaker  shall  have  been  elected. 

Mr.  KEITT.  There  is  no  member  who  is 
entitled  to  pay  now. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Does  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  know  that  any  member 
has  received  pay  ? 

Mr.  NICHOLS.  I  move  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  resolution 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SIMMONS.  I  hope,  for  the  credit  of  the 
House,  that  the  last  vote  may  by  unanimous  con- 
sent be  disregarded,  and  that  the  resolution  may 
be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  JONES.  It  is  too  late;  the  resolution  has 
been  tabled. 

Mr.  MILLWARD.  I  move  that  the  House 
do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.    I  demand  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Millward 
and  BiLLiNGHURST  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  House  refused 
to  adjourn;  the  tellers  having  reported— ayes  78, 
noes  90. 

rCries  of  "Call  the  roll! *n 

The  House  then  procoedea  to  vote  the  ninetieth 


time  for  Speaker,  with  the  following  result:  Whole 
number  of  votes  cast,  214;  necessary  to  a  choice, 
108;  of  which— 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks  received 101 

William  A.  Richardson » 72 

Heiiry  M.  Fuller 30 

Alexander  C.  M.  Pennington 6 

James  L.  Orr 3 

John  Williams..... i 

Gilcbritft  Porter i 

John  A.  Quitman , 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr,  BemkB^Moaaj*.  Albright,  Alli:»on,  Ball,  Bart>our, 
Henry  Betmett,  Bcnnou,  Billiiigtiunn,  Bingliam,  Bishop, 
BUss,  BnuUhaw,  Brernon,  Bufilngton.  Burlinganie,  James 
H.  Campbell,  Lewu  D.  Campbell,  Chaffee,  E^zra  Clark, 
Claw^n,  Colfax.  Comin«,  Covodc,  Craaiu,  Cumbacfc, 
Damrell,  Day,  Dean,  De  Wiu,  Dick,  Dickson,  D«Mld, 
Durfee,  Emrie,  Flagler,  Galloway,  Giddbig-«,  Gilbert, 
Granger,  Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan,  Hnlloway,  Thomas 
R.  Horton,  V'alentiiie  B.  llorton,  Howard,  Hughtjton.  King, 
Knapp,  Knight,  Knowlton,  Knox,  Kunkrl,  Letter,  Matte- 
son,  McCarty,  Meacham,  Killian  Miller,  Morgan,  Morrill, 
Mott,  Murray,  NicholM,  hforton,  Andrnw  Oliver,  Parker, 
Pearce,  Pelton,  Penninston,  Peuit,  Pike,  Pringle,  Purvi- 
ance,  Ritchie,  RobbinH,  Roberts,  dabin,  Sage,  s^apb,  Sher- 
man, Simmon>«,  Spinner,  Stanton,  Stranaluin,  Taupan, 
Thorington,  Thurston,  Todd,  Trafton,  Tyson,  VVade, 
Wakeman,  Walbridge,  Waldron,  Cadwalader  C.  Wash- 
bume,  Ellilm  B.  Wa:<hbume,  Israel  Wa«hbum,  Watson, 
Welch,  Woodj  Woodruff,  and  Woodworth. 

Far  Mr.  RuhartUon — Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barchiy, 
Barksdale.  Bell,  Henry  S.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce, 
Branch,  Brooks,  Cadwalader,  Cartithers,  Caskie,  Cling- 
man,  Howell  Cobb,  WilUamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Craige, 
Crawford,  Davidson^enver,Dowdell,  Edmundson,  Elliou, 
English,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode, 
Greenwood,  Augustus  Hall,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Tliomaa 
L.  Harris,  Herbert,  Hickman.  Houston,  Jewett,  George  W. 
Jones,  J.  Glaiicy  Jones,  Kein,  Kelly,  Kidwell.  Letcher, 
Lumpkin,  Samuel  S.  Marshall.  MaxwelL  McMullin.  Mc- 
Queen, Smith  Miller,  Millson,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Peck, 
Phelps,  Powell,  Quitman,  RufBn,  Rust,  Sandidge,  Savage, 
Shorter,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  Smith,  Stephens, 
Stewart,  Talbou,  Taylor,  VaU,  Warner,  Watkins,  Wina- 
low.  and  John  V.  Wright. 

For  Mr.  Fuller  — Measn.  Broom.  John  P.  Campbell, 
Bayurd  Clark,  Cox,  Cullen,  Henrjt  winter  Davis,  Eustis, 
Foster,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Hoffman,  Kennett, Lake,  Lind- 
ley,  Humphrey  Marshall.  Millward,  Paine,  Porter.  Puryear, 
Ready,  Ricaud,  Rivers,  VViiliam  R.  Smith.  Sneed,  Swopc, 
Trippc,  Underwood,  valk.  Walker,  Whitney,  and  Zolli- 
coffcr. 

For  Mr.  Peimington— Messrs.  Dunn,  Edwards,  Harrison, 
Haven,  Moore,  and  Scott. 

For  Mr.  Orr — Messrs.  Richardson  and  Williams. 

For  Mr.  If  iWumw— Mr.  Wheeler. 

For  Mr.  Porter—Mr.  Henry  .M.  Puller. 

For  Mr.  QpUman—Mr.  Evans. 

Mr.  VALK.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  thereupon  (at 
ten  minutes  to  four  o'clock)  the  House  adjourned 
till  to-morrow  at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  January  4,  1856. 

The  House  was  called  to  order  by  the  Clerk, 
at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

EXPLANATIONS. 

Mr.  BOYCE.  Mr.  Clerk,  yesterday  an  honor- 
able gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Simmons] 
made  an  allusion  to  opinions  expressed  by  me, 
with  reference  to  the  continuance  of  the  Union. 
1  did  not  think  it  proper  at  that  time  to  interrupt 
the  House  with  any  remarks  of  my  own,  for  I 
did  not  desire  to  present  even  the  apparent  sem- 
blance of  wishing  to  influence  the  House  in  their 
choice  for  Speaker,  under  the  resolution  then 
before  the  House.  That  state  of  things  being 
entirely  removed,  I  feel  at  liberty  now,  very  briefly, 
to  express  my  position  upon  the  point  referred 
to  by  the  gentleman  from  Now  Yort. 

It  is  true,  Mr.  Clerk,  that  1  have  had,  and  still 
have,  the  most  melancholy  forebodings  as  to  the 
future  of  our  country.  I  have  thought,  and  I  still 
think,  and  I  have  expressed  the  opinion,  and  I 
still  express  the  opinion,  that  there  are  circum- 
stances at  work  wnich  are  hurrying  us  almost 
irresistibly  to  a  disruption.  Why  do  I  think  this? 
Because,  in  my  opinion—and  I  speak  not  as  a 
party  man;  1  speak  from  the  honest  convictions 
of  my  heart,  with  entire  candor,  and  not  with  the 
purpose  of  influencing  any  measure  or  any  party 
— because  I  think  that  there  is  a  spirit  at  tho 
North,  a  public  opinion  growing  up,  hostile  to 
the  institutions  of  the  South,  that  is  inconsistent 
with  the  continuance  of  the  Union.  The  Consti- 
tution, if  I  tmderstand  it  correctly,  was  the  result 
of  compromtsd  between  the  North  and  the  South 
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upon  the  subject  of  slavery;  it  was  the  result  of  a 
spirit  of  conciliation  and  fraternal  concord.  The 
^reat  men  of  the  North  at  that  day — your  Ham- 
iltons,  your  Jays,  your  Livingstons,  and  your 
Franklins — were  willing  to  sink  a  sentiment  in 
obtaining  a  great  good.  That  great  good  they 
considered  the  formation  of  the  Pedeml  Union, 
and  to  obtain  that,  they  placed  in  abeyance  their 
sentiments  of  hostility  to  the  institution  of  sla- 
very. 

I  consider,  first,  that  at  the  time  of  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Constitution,  there  was  no  objection  to 
the  admission  of  slave  States.  Why?  Because 
nearly  all  of  the  States  of  the  Confederacy  were 
slave  States,  and  no  man  at  the  North  then  ob- 
jected to  the  admission  of  slave  States  into  the 
Union.  Further:  the  Constitution  adopted  by 
the  great  men  of  tlie  North,  in  concert  with  the 
great  men  of  the  South  of  that  day,  in  various 

farticulars  recognizes  and  acknowledges  slavery, 
t  does  this  in  that  clause  which  provides  for  the 
apportionment  of  representation  to  the  House  of 
Representatives;  it  recognizes  slavery  in  that 
clause  which  provides  for  the  apportionment  of 
direct  taxation;  it  recognizes  slavery  in  that  clause 
which  provides  that  the  Federal  Government  shall 
preserve  every  State  from  domestic  violence;  that 
clause  which  provides  for  the  extradition  of  fugi- 
tive slaves  also  recognizes  slavery,  and  recognizes 
it  pro  hoe  vice  in  a  free  State.  And  further,  that 
clause  of  the  Constitution  which  provides  that  the 
African  slave  trade  shall  continue  open  for  twenty 
years,  recognizes  slavery  in  its  most  striking 
form. 

I  say,  then,  that  the  Federal  Constitution  was 
the  result  of  a  spirit  of  compromise  between  the 
men  of  the  North  and  the  men  of  the  South  on 
the  subject  of  slavery.  Without  that  spirit  of 
compromise  and  concession  and  concord  and 
harmony,  the  Constitution  would  never  have  been 
formed, and  the  Union  would  never  have  existed. 
Well,  it  strikes  me  as  a  logical  conclision  that 
the  Union  can  only  be  preserved  by  the  continu- 
ance of  that  same  spirit  of  concord  and  harmony 
and  compromise  and  fraternal  concession  on  the 
part  of  the  North.  It  has,  therefore,  been  with 
the  most  profound  regret  as  a  lover  of  my  coun- 
try, that  1  have  seen  at  the  North  the  formation 
of  a  great  party,  based  upqn  the  single  idea  of 
hostility  to  the  institutions  of  the  South.  The 
only  question  with  me,  then,  as  to  the  continuance 
of  the  Union  is,  whether  that  party  will  take 
possession  of  the  North.  If  tney  do,  in  my 
opinion  the  Union  is  at  an  end.     Well,  will  that 

Farty  take  possession  of  the  North  ?  I  say,  and 
say  it  witli  the  profoundest  regret,  that  I  think  it 
will — not  to-day,  perhaps,  nor  to-morrow,  nor  the 
next  day;  but  that  the  tendency  of  things  is  such 
that  it  will  ultimately  take  possession  of  the  North, 
I  entertain  but  little  douot.  Well,  what  is  that 
party  pledged  to?  The  great  leading  idea  of  that 
party  is  that  freedom  is  national  and  that  slavery 
IS  sectional.  That  party,  then,  are  obliged,  if  they 
come  into  power,  as  is  recommended  in  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  Slate  of  Maine  presented  to  the 
Senate  yesterday,  to  aboUsh  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  and  to  prohibit  it  in  all  the 
Territories, arsenals,  and  dock-yards  in  the  United 
States.  Well,  then,  it  seems  to  me  that  if  that 
party  comes  into  power  pledged  to  those  meas- 
ures, we  shall  be  in  the  midst  of  chaos  and 
anarchy  and  revolution.  But  do  I  desire  this? 
No,  God  forbid  that  I  should.  I  wish  to  see 
my  country  peaceful  and  happy.  I  wish  to  see 
my  country  going  forward  in  its  great  historical 
career,  making  its  mark  upon  the  pages  of  time, 
and  working  out  its  great  destiny  for  the  benefit 
of  ourselves  and  of  universal  humanity.  Would 
that  it  were  in  my  power  this  day  to  give  peace 
to  my  country !  I  would  drive  from  this  Hall 
and  our  land  the  fanatical  spirit  of  discord  which 
would  destroy  that  Constitution  wh'ch  tlie  gi*eat 
men  of  our  country  in  its  classic  era  adopted,  and 
which  we  all  love. 

Now,  why  do  I  think  that  that  party  at  the 
North  will  succeed?  Because  it  recommends 
itself  to  the  great  sentiment  of  the  North — the 
sentiment  of  anti-slavery — and  because,  too,  it 
recommends  itself  to  that  love  of  power  which 
no  people  can  resist.  What  people  liave  ever 
dechneu  to  receive  power  when  it  was  ofi*ered  to 
tliem  ?  This  great  sectional  party  at  the  North 
goes  upon  the  idea  that,  by  uniting  together  at 
tiiA  North,  they  can  obtain  the  contrcS  of  this 


Government,  and  dispense  its  vast  patronage 
amongst  themselve^,  and  reduce  the  people  of 
the  South  to  a  secondary  and  subordinate  con- 
dition. That  is  their  great  idea.  Well,  what 
people,  I  would  ask,  have  ever  had  the  greatness 
to  decline  power  when  offered  to  them  ?  There 
is  but  one  man  who  stands  out  on  the  canvas  of 
history  illuminated  with  the  glory  of  having  had 
the  magnanimity  to  decline  power.  There  he  is, 
[pointing  to  the  portrait  of  Washington  ;1  but  no 
people  in  ancient  or  modern  times  have  had  the 
magnanimity  to  decline  power.  The  people  of 
the  North  cannot  decline  it.  That  party,  there- 
fore, which  places  itself  upon  the  position  of 
giving  power  to  the  North,  will  eventually  suc- 
ceed; and  when  that  party  does  succeed,  m  my 
opinion  the  Union  will  be  at  an  end.  I  say  it 
in  no  spirit  of  threat,  at  all.  I  am  merely  ex- 
plaining my  position.  I  think  that  this  sectional 
anti-slavery  party  will  succeed  at  the  North, and, 
therefore,  that  revolution  will  be  inevitable.  But 
I  do  not  desire  it;  far,  far  from  it.  All  we  ask  of 
you  at  the  North  is,  to  administer  the  Constitu- 
tion according  to  the  spirit  in  which  your  fathers 
adopted  it — the  spirit  of  concession,  compro- 
mise, and  concora;  to  administer  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  spirit  in  which  it  was  administered 
for  the  first  quarter  of  a  century;  and  then  you 
will  find  the  people  of  the  South  loyal  to  the 
Union,  and  no  one  more  so  than  mvseff.  What 
a  glorious  spectacle  it  would  be  if  such  a  sta^e 
of  things  could  exist;  instead  of  this,  the  master 
branch  of  the  Government,  being  paralyzed  and 
disorganized,  it  would  be  in  action,  giving  vital- 
ity to  the  workings  of  our  Government;  and 
the  hearts  of  our  twenty-five  millions  of  people 
would  beat  in  harmonious  unison!  Why  do 
we  hear  of  treaties  abrogated,  of  threats  of  send- 
ing naval  armaments  to  hover  upon  our  coasts? 
Why  do  the  masts  of  hostile  ships,  perhaps  at 
this  very  moment,  cast  their  malignant  shadows 
oyer  our  seas?  Because  our  country  is  torn  to 
pieces,  discordant,  distracted  by  the  war  one  por- 
tion of  the  Confederacy  have  declared  against 
the  institutions  of  the  other  portion.  I  have  the 
most  melancholy  forebodings  as  to  the  ultimate 
consequences  growing  out  of  this  sectional  cru- 
sade.    But,  oh!  that  it  may  be  otherwise! 

Mr.  ALLISON.  I  feel  called  upon  to  reply, 
in  a  few  words,  to  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  upon  a  single  point.  He  alluded  to  the 
spirit  whi«h  characterized  and  infiuenced  the  sages 
of  die  Revolution,  and  was  pleased  to  allude  to  a 
distinguished  man  from  Pennsylvania,  and  to  the 
spirit  which  actuated  him  and  others  o&that  time 
in  their  conduct.  I  allude  to  Dr.  Franklin.  Now, 
sir,  for  the  sake  of  the  truth  of  history,  and  for 
the  reputation  of  that  great  name,  I  will  state  what 
were  the  principles  that  controlled  the  action  of 
that  great  man  upon  the  subject  of  slavery.  I  do 
this  tne  more  readily  this  morning  because,  upon 
another  occasion,  I  have  heard  the  position  of 
the  State  which  I  have  in  part  the  honor  to  rep- 
resent misrepresented  upon  this  floor  in  regard  to 
this  great  question.  In  order  that  what  he  has 
declared  to  be  the  principles  of  Franklin,  and 
those  who  acted  with  him,  may  not  go  forth  to 
the  country  and  create  the  impression  that  that 
«  man  was  in  favor  of  extending  this  institution,  I 
wish  to  call  to  the  remembrance  of  members  pres- 
ent the  opinions  of  that  man.  Before  we  had 
•acquired  our  national  independence,  therc  was  an 
act  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania 
abolishing  slavery  in  that  State.  There  was  also 
a  society  incorporated  by  the  Legislature  which 
had  for  its  object  the  abolition  of  slavery,  and 
Dr.  Franklin  was  its  very  first  president.  I  have 
the  honor — and  I  look  upon  it  as  a  very  great 
honor — of  having  in  my  possession  a  certificate 
which  was  held  oy  an  ancestor  of  mine,  issued 
to  him  shortly  after  the  Revolution,  certifying 
that  he  was  a  member  of  that  honorable  society 
-at  that  time.    It  is  a  copper-plate  engraving. 

'Mr.  ORR.  I  wish  to  inquire  of  the  gentleman 
if  the  society  to  which  he  alludes  was  not  a  so- 
ciety for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  his  own  State? 

Mr.  ALLISON.  Certainly  it  was,  and  I  thank 
the  gentleman  for  calling  my  attention  to  it, 
though  I  should  soon  have  referred  to  that  fact. 

It  has  been  declared  upon  this  floor  that  some 

of  the  northern  States  abolished  slavery  because 

irwas  their  pecuniary  interest  to  do  so,  without 

giving  them  credit  for  that  wide-extended  bcnev- 

jl  olcncs  which  actuated  «ii«m.    In  reply  to  such  a 


statement,  I  say  that  the  initiative  steps  for  that 
object  were  taken  in  Pennsylvania  in  1780,  before 
we  had  fully  acquired  our  national  independence, 
while  the  revolutionary  war  was  yet  in  progjci», 
at  the  instance  of  Dr.  Franklin  and  his  coadja* 
tors,  and  the  same  end  was  fviUy  consummated  07 
the  act  of  1788.  I  take  exception  to  the  dechuu- 
tion  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  that 
the  influence  of  Dr.  Franklin  and  those  who  acted 
with  him  was  in  harmony  with  the  spirit  which 
actuates  some  distino^uished  southern  statesmen 
at  this  time.  I  repel  the  accusation  that  it  was 
their  intention  to  extend  slavery  over  territory 
then  free.  The  ordinance  of  17o7  and  cotempo* 
raneous  history  goes  to  disprove  that  declanuioQ. 

I  merely  rose  for  the  purpose  of  making  the 
declaration  that  the  influence,  example,  and  teach- 
ing of  Dr.  Franklin  were  against  the  doctrine 
taught  at  the  present  day  by  wose  who  advocate 
the  extension  of  slavery;  and  that  those  who 
acted  with  him  had  no  purpose,  no  intention,  no 
desire  to  extend  that  institution  over  territory 
then  free.  Their  action,  their  purposes,  their  in- 
fluence, history  shows,  all  tended  to  circumscribe 
slavery  to  the  limits  within  which  it  was  then 
circumscribed,  and  not  to  extend  and  perpetuate 
it. 

Now,  sir,  it  is  said  that  there  is  a  disposition  to 
make  w^  upon  the  institutions  of  the  States. 
There  is  not  a  disposition  to  make  war  upon 
those  rights,  which  gentlemen  here  fear  and  charge 
upon  us.  While  we  declare  that  we  are  opposed 
to  the  institution  of  slavery,  and  irrcconeuaUy 
apposed  to  its  extension,  we  deny  that  we  have 
any  disposition  to  make  war  upon  it  where  it 
already  exists  in  the  States. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman  a 
question  before  he  takes  his  seat. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  would  suggest  that 
this  whole  debate  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  believe  no  objection  has  been 
made  to  this  debate.  I  wish  to  say  I  do  not 
understand  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  as 
indorsing  the  speech  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Giddinos,]  a  few  days  ago,  in  which 
he  advised  the  slaves  of  the  South  to  rise  up  and 
butcher  their  masters. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  here  sought  the  floor. 

Mr.  ALLISON.  I  am  responsible  for  what  I 
sav  myself,  and  not  for  what  may  be  'baid  by 
others.  I  say  that  I  am  opposed  to  the  institu- 
tion of  slavery,  and  to  its  extension,  but  I  wouU 
not  interfere  with  the  rights  of  the  States. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  allow  me  to  set  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  Orr]  right? 

Mr.  ORR.  I  want  to  know  whether  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  indorses  the  speech  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio? 

Rlr.  GIDDINGS.  The  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  has  put  words  in  my  mouth  which  I 
never  uttered. 

Mr.  ORR.  The  gentleman  was  understood  to 
use  that  language.  1  do  not  know  how  he  may 
have  printed  his  speech.  The  gentleman,  how- 
ever, cannot  provoke  me  into  a  controversy  mrith 
him. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  here  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  KNIGHT.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  All 
this  debate  is  disorderly.  ^ 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  1  am  sure  the  genilernan 
will  not  refuse  to  allow  me  to  set  myself  ri^ht 
before  the  House  on  the  point  referrea  to  by  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  [Cries  of  **  Call 
the  roll,"  and  •*  Hear,  hear!"] 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  will  proceed ,  if 
there  is  no  objection  ? 

Mr.  STEPHENS.    I  object. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentlemen  who  have  al- 
ready spoken  not  being  objected  to,  the  Clerk 
cdlowed  the  debate  to  proceed. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  object  to  its  continuance. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Pennsylvania.  But  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Giddings]  rises  for 
me  purpose  of  explanation. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  move  that  my 
colleague  be  permitted  to  proceed. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  have  no  desire  to  detain 
this  House  more  than  one  minute.  I  think  that 
for  the  last  eighteen  years  I  have,  in  almost  every 
speech  that  I  nave  addressed  to  this  House,  suf- 
ficiently disavowed  any  intention  of  invading  the 
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lights  of  the  States  'of  this  Union.  So  careful 
bave  Ibeen,  that  in  nearly  every  address  which  I 
have  made,  I  have  specific^ly,  in  spirit  and  in 
language,  avowed  that  we  had  no  right  to  legis- 
late for  or  against  slavery  in  the  States.  But 
when  we  were  about  to  legislate,  and  were  de- 
claring our  right  to  legislate  for  Kansas,  I  stated 
what  1  deemed  to  be  the  law  of  slavery — the 

Sower  of  the  master  over  his  slave.  I  laid  it 
own,  in  as  explicit  language  as  I  could  com- 
mand, that  the  slave  was  deprived  of  the  right  of 
defending  himself  against  the  master.  At  that 
point  of  my  remarks  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  Letcher]  arose  and  declared  on  this 
floor,  that  his  slave  was  protected  by  the  same 
law  ns  he  himself.  Then  I  remarked  at  once^ 
that  the  slaves  of  Virginia  had  the  right  of  self- 
defense,  and  would  have  a  right  to  protect  them- 
selves against  the  violence  of  the  master  just  in 
.the  same  degree  as  the  master  had  to  protect 
himself  against  the  violence  of  the  slave;  that 
in  such  case  the  right  of  self-defense  would  ex- 
tend to  that  of  slaying  the  assailant  if  necessary 
to  defend  himself.  And  I  immediately  added 
that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  was  mistaken 
in  what  be  said — that  the  law  of  Virginia  gives 
the  master  this  power  to  defend  himself,  but 
takes  it  from  the  slave.  I  did  say  that,  tfthe  gen- 
tUman  from  Virginia  were  eerreet,  the  slaves  of 
tluLt  State  would  have  the  ri^ht  of  self-defense. 
I  made  that  statement  expliciUy,  with  that  quali- 
fication, if  that  gentleman  were  right  in  what  he 
stated}  and  I  immediately  added  that  he  tpat 
•wrong,  I  stated  that  I  would  give  my  authority 
for  -what  I  said,  in  my  printed  speech,  and  I  have 
done  so.    [Loud  cries  of  *'  Call  the  roll  !'*] 

ELECTION  OF  SPEAKER. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  vote  the  ninety- 
first  time  for  Speaker,  with  the  following  result: 
liVhole  number  of  votes  ca«t,  221;  necessary  to  a 
choice.  111;  of  which — 

KathaiUel  P.  Banks  received « 104 

William  A.  Richardson 73 

HcDr>'M.  Fuller 34 

AlexanderC.M.  Pennington.... 6    < 

Jaine»L.  Orr 1 

John  WiUiama ,  1 

GtJclirist  Porter 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

T*be  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 


Mr*  Bonifc*— Messra.  Albright,  Allison,  Ball,  Barbour, 
Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  Billinghurst,  Bingham,  Bishop, 
Bite;  Bradshaw,  Brenton,  Bui&^ton,  Burlingame,  Jamea 
H.  Campbell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Chaffee,  Ezra  Clark, 
ClawBOn,  Colfax,  Comtns,  Covode,  Cragin,  Cumback,  Dam- 
rcll.  Day,  Dean,  De  Will,  Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd,  Durfee, 
Edie,  Euurie,  Flagler,  Galloway,  Giddings,  Gilbert,  Granser, 
Grow,  Bobert  B.  Hall,  Ilarlan,  HoUoway, Thomas  R.  Hor- 
ton.  Valentine  B.  Horton,  Howard,  Hughston,  King,  Knapp, 
Knight,  Knowlton,  Knox,  Kunkel.  Leiter,  Mace,  Matte- 
eon,  McCai^,  Meacham,  killian  Miller,  Morgan,  Morrill, 
Matt,  Murray,  Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker, 
Pearce,  Peltoji.  Pennington,  Pcttit.  Pike.  Pringle,  Purvi- 
ance,  Ritchie,  Robbins,  Roberts.  Robison,  Sabin,  Sage,  Sapp, 
8b«niuin,  Simmon?,  Spinner  ^Jltanton.HtranahanjTappan, 
Tborin«on,Thiir8ton,Todd,Trafton, Tyson,  Wade,  Wake- 
man,  Walbridge.  Waldron,  Cadwalader  C.  Washburne, 
ElUhu  B.  Washburne,  Israel  Wa»hburn,  Watson,  Welch, 
Wood,  Woodruff,  and  Woodworth. 

F&r  Mr.  JUchardson —Measn.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay, 
Barfcsdale,  Bell,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce,  Branch,  Brooks, 
Cadwalader,  Caruthers,  Caskie,  Clingmau.  IloweU  Cobb, 
Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb.  Craiire,  Crawford,  Davidson, 
Denver,  Dowdcll,  Edniundson,  Elliot,  English,  Faulkner, 
Florcnc*,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goodc,  Greenwood^ugus- 
tas  Hall,  Sampoon  W.  Harris.  Thomas  L.  Harris.  Herbert, 
Hickman,  Houston,  Jewett.  Ge<»ge  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy 
Jones,  Keitt,  Kelly,  Kidwell,  Letcher.  I<umpkin,  Samuel 
H.  Mapdiall,  Maxwell.  McMullin,  McQueen^amith  Miller, 
MiUson,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr.  Packer,  Peck,  Phelps, 
Powell,  Qiiitman,  Ruflin,  Rust,  Handldge,  Savage,  Shorter, 
Samsel  ArSmith,  William  Smith.  Stephens,  Stewart,  Tal- 
hott,  Taylor,  Vail,  Warner,  Watkms,  Wells,  Wiustow,  and 
Jolin  V.  Wnriit. 

JRw  Mr.  FuUer— Messrs.  Broom,  John  P.  Campbell, 
Bayard  Clark,  Cox,  Cullen,  Henry  Winter  Davis.  Etheridge, 
Kvans«  Eustis,  Foster,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Hoffloan,  Ken- 
nett.  Lake,  llindley,  Alexander  K.  Marshall,  Humphrey 
Manihall.  MUlward,  Paine,  Porter,  Puryear,  Reade,  Ready, 
Bicsod,  kivers,  William  R.  Smith,  Sneed.  Swope,  Trippe, 
Underwood,  Valk,  Walker,  Whitney,  and  Zollicoffer. 

F»r  Mr.  Pcimin^ton— Messrs.  Dunn,  Edwards,  Harrison, 
Havon,  Moore,  and  Scott. 

J^ar  Mr.  Orr— Messni.  Richardson  and  Williams. 

JW  Mr.  Waiiami^Mr.  Wheeler. 

E$r  Mr.  Forter^Mu  Henry  M«  Fuller. 

10       • 


Mr.  DUNN.  I  am  convinced,  Mr.  Clerk,  that 
all  men  must  now  see  that  we  are  in  an  entangle- 
ment, out  of  which  we  cannot,  so  far  I  can  see, 
readily  extricate  ourselves;  and  being  disposed 
to  arrive  at  a  solution  of  the  difficulty,  without 
regard  to  means,  provided  they  bo  only  not  im- 
proper in  themselves,  I  want  to  make  a  proposi- 
tion. What  I  cannot  untie  without  more  labor 
than  is  reasonable — to  make  the  matter  short  and 
results  practical — I  would  cvi.  Sir,  I  am  sorry 
that  under  the  rule  which  we  have  adopted,  there 
are  only  ten  minutes*  time  allowed  me  for  the 
explanation  of  what,  I  think,  if  fully  understood 
cmd  appreciated,  would  end  our  troubles  here  and 
bring  about  an  organization.  [Cries  of  *'Go 
!"]    I  thought  I  saw  yesterday  a  proposition 


on 


which,  if  it  had  not  been  laid  on  the  table,  would 
have  closed  this  contest.  1  regretted  to  see  it  so 
disposed  of.  I  do  not  intend  to  cast  reflections 
upon  anybody,  to  ask  the  question,  who  is  at 
fault,  or  to  defend  any  person  against  imputations 
of  fault.  But  I  do  ask  gentlemen  on  every  hand, 
is  it  not  time  that  we  should  make  some  effort — 
that  somebody  shofid  make  an  effort — to  get  clear 
of  this  troublQ  ?  I  know  that  my  position  is  not 
just  the  appropriate  one  to  make  that  effort;  but, 
as  others  do  not,  I  will  take  the  responsibiUty, 
regardless  of  positions,  or  what  may  be  thought 
of  them  cmywnere. 

I  shall  make  no  reflection  upon  gentlemen  who 
adhere  to  their  colleague,  [Mr.  Banks;]  nor  upon 
those  who,  ftrom  any  consideration,  past  or  exist- 
ing, rally  around  him.  But  I  ask  them,  have  they 
not  seen,  and  do  we  not  all  see,  that  there  are 
obstacles  here  which  cannot  be  passed  over,  if 
ever<  in  any  reasonable  length  of  time  ?  What, 
then,  is  the  course  of  wisdom?  What,  men  of 
Massachusetts,  is  (he  teaching  of  your  own  great 
and  glorious  history,  whenever  it  lias  been  mani- 
fest that  your  personal  wishes  stood  in  the  way 
of  the  attainment  of  a  great  end  which  we  were 
all  struggUng  for?  Look  at  the  burning  pa^e  that 
is  before  you,  and  read  its  teachings.  Let  me 
ask,  in  kindness,  I  beg  of  you,  what  is  written 
in  the  history  of  your  own  eventful  and  brilliant 
past.  Eight  years— cdmost  one  eighth  of  the  ex- 
istence ot  our  Government — your  children  have 
sat  in  the  chair  of  the  speakership  of  this  House. 
There  was  your  Sed£;wick,  your  Varnum,  your 
Winthrop.  And  in  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol, 
twelve  years  of  presidency  have  been  yours.  Your 
great  Adams  and  your  Gferry  have  been  there. 
The  seat  of  highest  honor — the  Chief  Magistracy 
— the-great  father  and  the  great  son,  the  elder  and 
the  younger  Adams,  have  occupied.  In  the  na- 
tional Cabinet,  from  the  first,  your  voice  has 
almost  always  been  heard.  In  our  diplomatic  re- 
lations, your  name  has  been  registered  in  nearly 
every  court  upon  earth.  You  have  earned  these 
honors,  and  have  worn  them  well.  They  were 
yours  by  the  highest  title— mm*. 

I  know  that  *•  Judah  is  a  lion 's  whelp. "  From 
"  the  prey  "  he  has  •*  gone  up. "  I  know  that  the 
scepter  was  rightly  given  to  him.  But  I  ask  if 
it  is  not  true  that  a  day  was  to  come  when  others 
were  to  share  the  emblem  of  power?  Has  not 
that  day  come?  I  ask  in  all  kindness,  whether, 
when  tnat  day  has  come,  an  uncompromising 
resistance  should  be  made  to  its  rights?    The 


children  of  the  "  land  of  com  and  wine,"  the 


prescribed  that  your  right  to  the  scepter  should 
then  cease?  Ought  you  now  to  object  that  **  a 
law-giver"  should  depart  from  between  your 
feet?  Ought  you  to  struggle  forever?  Sir,  it  is 
not  yet  seventy  years  since  our  prophet  fathers, 
from  the  tops  of  these  high  mountains  here  in  the 
East,  looked  out  upon  our  Canaan,  then  a  vast, 
dark  wilderness,  flUcd  with  barbarous  men  and 

Erowling  beasts  of  prey.  They  gave  us  their 
lessing — ^the  blessing  of  liberty  forever — and 
told  us  to  go  and  possess  that  wilderness.  That 
was  our  portion.  We  needed  no  more — ^we  ask 
for  no  more;  for  they  gave  us  a  free  earth — a  free 
and  honest  labor  forever.    Dimly  they  saw  the 


CTeat  future;  but  the3r  feU  that  their  vision  would 
be  a  reality,    And  it  is. 

That  wilderness  has  passed  away;"  those  sav- 
age wilds,'  and  savajge  men,  and  savage  beasts 
are  gone;  and  in  their  stead  there  stands  proudly 
up,  this  day,  an  empire,  with  all  the  elements  of 

freatness,  grandeur,  and  of  glory.  Her  people 
ave  been  numbered,  and  they  are  six  milhons — 
twice  the  strength  of  those  who  achieved  the  in- 
dependence of  this  nation.  We  undenttrnd  the 
cause  of  all  this.  Why,  then,  stand  we  here  in 
idle  contests  about  particular  men?  Another 
land  of  promise  is  opened  before  us-  Shall  that, 
with  its  future  millions,  be  blessed  as  we  have 
been  blessed?  That  is  the  question — not  whether 
Judah  shall  still  hold  the  scepter,  which,  in  the 
fUUness  of  time,  is  rightfully  another's.  I  put  it 
to  you,  men  of  Massachusetts,  if  the  lesson  of 
the  past  does  not  say,  concede  a  little?  To  whom 
is  tne  concession  asked  to  b^  made?  Do  we 
wish  that  the  scepter  shall  pass  entirely  from 
Abraham,  and  go  to  a  stranger?  On  the  con- 
trary, do  we  not  only  wish  that  it  shall  pass  from 
one  of  his  descendants  to  another? 

Ohio  has  long  been  here.  She  has  never  occu- 
pied a  seat  there.  None  of  these  high  places  have 
oeen  hers.  She  stands  here  upon  this  floor, 
young  as  dhe  is,  only  third  in  pomt  of  numbers. 
She  is  second  to  none — the  equal  of  the  proud- 
est in  ability,  in  patriotism,  and  in  devotion  to 
the  great  common  cause.  Her  claims  were  mod- 
estly and  respectftilly  submitted  here  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  session,  not  exactingly,  not  perti- 
naaously ;  meeting  a  steady  repulse,  these  claims, 
for  the  sake  of  harmony,  were  generously,  mag- 
nanimously withdravm.  That  harmony  was  not 
sepured,  but  only  increased  discord.  I  will  not 
impute  this  to  personal  ambition.  Let  everything 
pass  away  from  our  minds  which  can  wound  or 
irritate ;  say,  if  you  please,  it  was  the  result  of  mis- 
understanaing — anything  which  will  turn  away 
unkindness,  and  bnne  us  together  in  a  strong  and 
abiding  union  in  feeling,  purpose,  action.  Let 
our  stnfe  cease,  for  it  afi  comes  to  nothing;  blot 
out  and  forget  what  has  passed,  and  let  us  begin 
afresh.  That  step  taken,  our  efforts  will  at  once 
be  crowned  with  success.  Is  this  unreasonable  ? 
It  is  the  lesson  taught  by  Massachusetts  herself? 
Your  own  John  Adams  passed  over  your  war- 
riors, bom  to  lasting  renown  amid  the  smoke  and 
flame  and  carriage  of  the  first  great  battles  of  free- 
dom, and  sought  in  another  colony  the  man  who 
was  to  command  the  armies  of  the  Republic,  and 
who,  as  has  justly  and  appropriately  been  said 
here  a  few  days  ago,  was  destined  in  that  stmggle 
to  crown  himself  and  his  country  with  an  ever- 
lasting fame.  That  was  an  exsunple  worthy  of 
him  who  ^ve  it,  and  all  honor  from  all  men. 

Now,  sir,  I  proposed  on  yesterday  an  amend- 
ment to  a  resolution  that  was  offerea  here  by  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Walker,]  to 
strike  out  the  name  which  had  been  inserted  for 
the  presiding  officer  of  this  House,  and  insert  that 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Leiter.1  The 
gentleman  from  Ohio  protested  against  the  use 
of  his  name  in  that  connection,  and,  against  my 
own  jud^ent  as  to  what  was  best,  upon  his 
request  I  withdrew  his  name,  and  substituted 
another  in  its  place.  Now  I  intend  again  to  renew 
the  proposition  which  I  then  made.  I  intend  to 
present  the  name  of  that  gentleman  for  the  use 
of  the  House.  And  let  me  remind  him  that  Cin- 
cinnatus,  though  in  quiet,  humble  retirement,  en- 
gaged at  his  plow,  came,  when  called,  to  occupy 
the  highest  place  in  Rome,  to  relieve  her  from 
peril.  Washington  did  not  seek  the  toils,  the 
cares,  and  the  responsibilities  of  the  public  ser- 
vice. He  stood  abashed  and  trembling  when  that 
proposition  of  the  distinguished  son  of  Massa- 
chusetts fell  upon  his  unwilling  ear;  but  he  stood 
not  back  when  his  coimtrymen  required  his  as- 
^sistance  in  their  greatest  need. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell,  the- time  to  which  the 
honorable  gentleman  was  entitled  under  the  rule 
having  expft^.] 
rCries  of  "  (So  on !  go  on !"] 
Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.    I  hope  the  hon- 
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orable  gentleman  from  Indiana  will  be  peimitted 
to  continue  his  remarks.  [Rent wed  cries  of ' '  Go 
on!"  "No  objection!"] 

Mr.  DUNN.  I  thank  the  House  for  its  kind 
indulgence 

Mr.McMULLIN.    I  object. 

Mr.  JONES, ^of  Tennessee.  If  there  is  ob- 
jection, I  moTe  that  the  gentleman  from  {ndiana 
De  heard. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  objected  not  from  any 
indisposition  to  hear  the  gentleman  from  Indiana, 
but  because  I  prefer  that  the  ten-minute  rule 
should  be  rescinded. 

Several  Members.    Oh,  no !    Let  him  go  on. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  Well,  sir,  as  gentlemen 
seem  to  request  it,  I  will  withdraw  my  objection, 
and  allow  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  to  proceed. 

Mr.  JONEIS.  I  suggest,  then,  that,  by  unan- 
imous consent,  the  eentleman  from  Indiana  be 
allowed  to  continue  his  remarks  for  ten  minutes 
longer. 

Mr.  DUNN.  I  beg  leave  ag^n  to  thank  the 
House  for  this  kindness.  I  shall  not  trespass 
upon  its  indulgence  unreasonably.  I  was  going 
on  to  say,  that  I  hoped  there  was  no  man  any- 
where to  be  found  in  this  country,  that  would  dis- 
regard the  force  of  two  such  illustrious  examples 
as  those  I  have  named.  The  proudest  are  not 
abased  in  following  them;  the  humblest  elevates 
himself  when  he  walks  in  the  footsteps  of  such 
men.  None»have  the  right  to  say  nay,  when 
called  by  the  wants  of  the  public  service  to  duty. 

Now,  sir,  I  have  mentioned  the  name  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  with  the  reliable  informa- 
tion which  I  have  received  of  his  entire  fitness 
for  the  place  for  which  I  have  designated  him . 
He  has  experience  in  such  duties,  and  is  a  man 
of  general  ability.  Gentlemen,  he  is  true  to  your 
interest.  He  is  true  to  the  great  lesson  of  that 
land  which  was  dedicated  to  freedom  and  to  free 
labor,  forever.  He  has  known  no  other  lesson 
but  that  taught  by  our  great  and  wonderftil  his- 
tory. He  could  not  be  otherwise  than  true  to 
vou.  Does  any  man  doubt  it?  If  there  is  one, 
let  him  speak.  H^is  honest;  he  is  capable;  he 
is  faithful  to  the  Constitution.  These  are  the 
conceded  reauiaites  for  place.  He  will  not  betray 
you ;  pQ  will  not  prove  faithless  to  the  cause  of 
nis  country.  Why,  then,  should  we  hold  back 
for  a  moment?  There,  I  doubt  not,  we  can  con- 
centrate our  strength,  and  organize  if  we  will 
but  try. 

Gentlemen  say  that  they  are  embarrassed  by 
their  old  party  positions,  from  the  fact  that  they 
have  been  Democrats.  My  answer  is,  that  such 
are  the  antecedents  of  the  man  that  I  propose. 
He  has  no  other;  there  he  is  with  you.  Now, 
what  is  your  objection?  Let  me  "know  your 
faith  by  your  works  "  on  this  proposition.  But 
the  gentleman  himself  objects.  J  have  noticed 
already  what  ought  to  be  a  sufficient  answer  to 
his  objections;  and  because  he  does  object  1  like 
him  none  the  less:  in  my  judgment,  we  should 
all  like  him  the  more.  These  high  places  should 
not  be  sought  by  men,  but  should  seek  the  man; 
and  if  we  shall  establish  atid  steadily  adhere  to 
that  rule  of  conduct,  the  generations  or  a  thousand 
years  will  rejoice  in  the  blessings  which  are  ours 
to-day — ^not  diminished,  but  still  increased  and 
advanced  with  the  march  of  time.  Our  insti- 
tutions and  our  blessings  then  will  not  fail,  but 
they  will  stand — will  endure  forever.  These 
places  ought  not  to  be  regarded  as  the  object  of 
individual,  of  eager,  of  grasping,  of  bold-faced 
ambition;  and  in  the  day  we  surrender  them 
to  such  pursuits,  it  would  be  better  at  once  to 
apply  the  torch  and  consume  all;  for  it  is  only 
a  vain  struggle  to  preserve  that  which  is  passing 
away,  and  will  result  only  in  individual  su^iTering 
to  all  who  come  to  the  rescue. 

I  shall  present,  sir,  the  name  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Leiter]  as  the  means  of  accom- 
modation. I  shall  not  call  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion. Other  gentlemen  may  desire  to  submit 
amendments.  Let  that  be  done.  Let  us  have 
the  amendments.  Let  us  cast  about;  let  us  try 
if  there  is  not  one  man  in  this  House  who  will 
be  acceptable  to  all.  Amend,  if  you  choose,  with 
the  name  of  Mr.  Banks — see  if  ne  can  command 
a  majority.  I  shall  not  say  one  word  in  dispar- 
agement of  that  eentleman.  I  point  you  to  an 
existing  fact.  You  know  that  there  are  some 
embarrassments  which  it  is  scarcely  possible  to 
expect  gentlemen  can  overcome.    Tilings  have 
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been  said  here  in  regard  to  appliances  used  or 
offered;  things  have  been  said  in  the  journals  of 
the  country — no  matter  whether  they  are  true  or 
false — in  view  of  which  the  moment  any  man 
should  change  his  vote  to  Mr.  Banks,  unaer  ex- 
isting circumstances,  he  would  be  blasted  in 
reputation  before  the  public.  There  is  no  escape 
from  it.  We  are  bound  to  be  useful;  to  do  that, 
we  must  preserve  the  powers  of  usefulness,  and 
not  permit  ourselves  to  be  the  subject  of  unjust 
crimination,  where  we  never  could  explain.  Uen- 
tlemen  ought  to  consider  this.  I  wisn  to  relieve 
gentlemen  from  embarrassment.  Let  them  make 
amendments  from  all  quarters.  Let  us  try  each 
proposed  name;  and  wnen  we  have  cast  about,  I 
doubt  not  that  by  these  means  we  may  and  wiu 
end  this  strife  and  this  controversy.  We  have 
abundant  precedent  for  this  mode  of  electing  the 
officers  of  this  House.  It  has  been  often  done. 
And  I  say  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohip  [Mr. 
Leiter]  that,  if  at  last  it  shall  be  found  that  he 
is  the  man  of  our  choice,  he  ought  to  surrender 
himself  to  the  necessity  of  the  occasion.  He 
ou^ht,  then,  to  withdraw  the  words  of  repugnance 
which  he  uttered  yesterday.  He  cannot  decline 
the  station  if  we  tender  it  to  him.  1  know  he 
distrusts  his  own  abilities  and  shrinks  fVom  this 
'responsibility.  He  contemplates  the  whole  sub- 
ject with  unmixed  dismay.  Let  him  arm  himself 
with  liis  accustomed  fortitude.  Let  him /bee 
this  ^ 


<'  fiea  of  troubles, 


And,  by  opposing,  end  them !" 

Let  him  be  encouraged  by  the  certain  knowledge 
th^t,  in  all  the  trials  which  may  await  him,  he  will 
be  surrounded  by  brave  hearts  that  will  comfort, 
and  strong  arms  that  will  sustain  him.  I  insist 
that  he  should  yield  himself  to  us  as  a  means  of 
deliverance,  and  I  beg  gentlemen  on  all  sides  to  let 
his  submission  be  a  peac6  offering,  and  a  bond  of 
harmony  and  concord  amongst  us. 

Our  reconciliation  effected,  and  our  differences 
on  this  subject  settled,  we  may  go  on  harmo- 
niously to  the  accomplishment  of  the  great  work 
which  is  so  earnestly  desired  by  all  who  have 
been  struggling  on  one  side  of  this  House.  I 
offer,  for  the  purpose  of  accomplishing  these  ends, 
the  resolution  wnich  I  send  to  the  Clerk's  desk. 
I  hope  that  it  may  not  be  laid  on  the  table.  We 
should  at  least  make  an  experiment  on  the  sub- 
ject. I  am  perfectly  willing  to  hear  and  consider 
any  amendment  which  gentlemen  may  wish  to 
offer. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  say  that  I  have  careflilly 
tried  to  avoid  anything  that  might  give  offense. 
If  one  word  has  escaped  me  that  has  in  the  least 
wounded  any  man's  feeling,  he  may  be  assured 
it  was  not  intentional.  Kcf<&rences  to  painflrl 
subjects  here  have  necessarily  been  made,  but 
that  has  been  done  with  as  much  delicacy  m  was 
possible  in  order  to  be  understood. 

The  Clerk  read  the  resolution,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  Bexjamiit  P.  LcrrKR,  a  Repreafrntativc. 
from  the  State  of  Ohio,  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  declared  to  be 
the  Speaker  of  tlie  House  of  Repreaentativea  of  this,  the 
Thirty-Fourth  Congress. 

Mr.  KNOWLTON.  Mr.  Clerk,  the  gentle- 
man from  Indiana  [Mr.  Ditnn]  has  represented 
us  as  being  in  an  entanglement.  To  whatever  elc- 
tent  that  may  be  true,  those  of  us  who  are  actin? 
withalarge  majority  ofthe anti-Nebraska  strength 
of  this  House  feel  that  that  honorable  gentleman, 
and  a  very  few  other  equally  honorable  gentle- 
men who  were  elected  like  him  on  similar  issues, 
have  it  in  their  power  to  help  us  out  of  this  en- 
tanglement. We  do  not  wisn  to  be  severe.  We 
do  not,  and  we  will  not,  indulge  in  harsh  words, 
or  in  any  unkind  feelings  towards  those  gentle- 
men. The  mat  mass  of  the  anti-Nebraska 
strength  on  mis  floor  has  cOme  up  here  from 
different  parts  of  the  country  to  represent  and  to 
acton  a  great  principle;  and  we  do  feel,  sir,  and 
comprehend  the  propriety  of  a  few  gentlemen 
presenting  to  us,  who  are  united  on  a  man  whom 
even  our  enemies  admit  to  be  preeminently  fitted 
for  the  position,  a  proposition  that  we  shall  leave 
that  man  and  vote  for  another. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Indiana  has 
spoken  eloquently  of  the  great  West.  Sir,  the 
far  East  appreciate  the  great  and  giant  West. 
The  cords  which  bind  us  together  are  indisso- 
luble. Our  sons  and  our  daughters  have  ^one 
there;  they  have  taken  with  them  our  capital; 
they  have  made  for  themselves  homes;  and  they 


have  ma'de  for  this  nation  an  increase  of  domain 
of  which  any  country  might  well  be  proud.  But, 
sir,  will  that  great  West,  going  out  from  ike  East 
under  circumstances  Hke  these,  now  como  here 
to  meet  those  of  us  who  come  up  from  the  £ast 
and  bring  in  these  local  questions  to  separate  us? 
Especially,  sir,  we  ask  them  if  they  wltl  do  that 
when,  as  the  gentleman  hhnself  has  said«  **lfte 
place  has  seemed  to  seek  the  man,*'  and  not  the  man 
the  place? 
Allow  me,  sir,  ai  inffle  word  as  to  persona! 

E references.  It  is  not  Massachusetts  that  comes 
ere  and  asks  the  election  of  the  honorable  eea- 
tleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Banks]  as 
Speaker.  She,  as  a  State,  does  not  press  it,  al- 
though she  may  well  be  proud  of  the  honorabift 
gent^man  for  whom  we  are  all  pr6ud  to  cost  our 
votes.  She  docs  not  press  it.  The  greia  spirit  4f 
freedom  aroused  throughout  the  length  and  breadth 
of  the  free  States  of  this  Union,  has  laid  het 
hand  upon  that  honorable  gentleman,  and  is  act- 
ing that  he  may  go  up  to  occupy  that  chair;  and, 
so  far  as  the  West  is  concerned,  so  far  as  the  pio- 
neer spirit  that  dwells  in  the  West  is  concerned — 
that  spirit  of  energy  which  has  led  these  men  otit 
into  that  limd,  where  in  all  this  Union  can  that 
spirit  of  inherent  energy  find  a  more  fit  repre- 
sentative than  in  the  honorable  ^ntlenian  from 
Massachusetts  for  whom  we  vote?  Sir,  if  I  may 
be  pardoned  the  expression,  he  is  a  man  whose 
native  energy  has  broken  through  all  the  barriert 
that  surrounded  him,  and  he  has  raised  4tmse{f  to 
a  position  in  the  estimation  of  the  fVeemen  of 
this  nation,  of  which  any  man  on  earth  m^t 
well  be  proud. 

The  gentleman  from  Indiana  has  sAid,  **  Let  m 
be  reconciled."  I  hope,  Mr.  Clerk,  thai  we 
anti-Nebraska  men  have  not  yet  got  so  far  from 
each  other  that  the  use  of  that  term  is  appromi- 
ate.  We  came  here — I  speak  now  6f  anti-Ne- 
braska men — entertaining  differences  of  opinioB 
upon  some  other  questions.  We  have  been  in 
session  bcdloting  for  five  longweeks,  it  is  true; 
but  what  are  five  weeks?  What  is  a  war  or 
strife^  if  ypu  choose  to  call  it  so,  ofjioe  wetks* 
durauon  when  weighed  in  the  scale  with  h^tmaik 
liberty  ?  Mr.  Clerk,  I  am  free  to  declare,  as  ooe 
member  of  this  House,  that  I  am  willing  calmly 
to  remain  here  for  five  weeks,  or  even  for  fire 
months  longer,  contending  for  the  great  princi- 
ples which  underlie  this  struggle— not  from  any 
personal  preference  for  any  man,  or  for  a  man 
ft*om  any  particular  State,  but  contending  for 
those  great  principles  which,  in  our  estiiQation, 
lie  deep  down  at  the  foundation  of  all  that  ii 
valuable  in  this  Government — the  principles  of 
human  freedom  as  opposed  to  oppression  and 
slavery. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, [Mr.  BoTCE,]  who  has  spoken  this  room- 
ing, has  taken  occasion  to  say  that  *•  there  are 
circumstances  at  work  that  muat  produce  a  dis- 
ruption of  this  Government."  I -beg  to  say  to 
that  honorable  gentleman,  and  to  those  gentle- 
men who  cooperate  with  him,  that  it  is  just  as 
then  please  about  that.  I  wish  to  be  distinctly 
understood.  We  are  not  alarmed  at  these  declar- 
ations. If  gentlemen  are  pleased  to  declare  that 
there  are  circumstances  at  work  that  must  neces- 
sarily produce  a  disruption  of  this  Union,  I  say 
to  them,  as  a  Representative  from  a  free  State,  it 
is  just  as  you  please  about  that,  gentlemen ! 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  must  remind  the 
gentleman  that  his  time  has  more  than  expired. 
[Cries  of  **  Go  on ! "  from  all  parts  of  the  Hall.] 

Mr.  KNOWLTON.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  thank  the 
gentlemen  of  this  House  for  their  courtesy,  es- 
pecially as  I  am  a  young  man  and  a  new  man 
here.  I  was  about  to  say,  sir,  that  we  of  the 
free  States  have  no  idea  of  producing  a  disrup- 
tion of  the- Union.  We  want  to  prestrte  •ihts 
Union,  and,  God  helping  us,  we  tpi/5  preserve  it 
for  all  coming  time,  to  spread  the  blessings  of 
liberty  throughout  all  our  vast  domain,  and  to  stand 
a  spectacle  before  the  whole  world  of  what  liberty 
ana  freedom  can  do  for  a  nation.     That  is  what 

we  intend  to  do,  but  if  gentlemen  willfo  out . 

Ah,  Mr.  Clerk,  I  do  not  like  to  use  such  language. 
I  never  like  to  speak  of  disunion.  We  do  not 
talk  of  it  at  the  North.  [A  Voice.  You  are 
talking  of  it  now.]  A  gentleman  over  the  way 
says  Fam  speaking  of  it  now.  Sir,  when  these 
words  arc  put  into  our  mouths  and  crowded  upoa 
us  here,  how  can  we  help  referring  to  it?    We 
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mourn  over  it .  We  are  willing  to  take  the  ground 
that  our  fathers  took,  and  to  do  what  the  great 
men  of  the  J^mik^  to  whom  the  honorable  gentle- 
hum  from  South  Carolina  has  referred, were  will- 
ing to  do.  I  ask  the  honorable  gentleman  what 
the  great  men  of  the  SotUh  were  willing  to  do  ? 
What  did  your  own  immortal  Jefierson,  a  part 
of  whose  reputation  we  claim,  although  he  was'a 
southern  man, — and  we  claim  him  as  the  father 
of  true  and  pure  Democracy— what  was  he  will- 
ing to  do?  To  draw  a  prohibition  against  the 
introductioit  of  slavery  into  territory  that  was 
free,  and  that  is  what  we  who  claim  to  be  the 
true,  real  Democracy  of  the  present  day  ask,  and 
nothing  more.  But  we  cannot  follow  the  tesA^f 
the  Am  Democracy  of  this  day,  who  have  back- 
slidden firom  Jefferson,  and  whose  once  proud 
banner  is  now  trailing  in  the  dust  of  slaTery. 

When  gentlemen  talk  about  conciliation,  com- 
promise, and  harmony,  we  say  to  them  distinctly^ 
if  they  expect  harmony  and  conciliation,  when 
they  are  afucing  eveiy thing  for  slavery,  when  the 
whole  policy  of  their  Administration,  within  its 
present  short  term,  has  been  changed  upon  this 
question,  we  say  to  lAcik  df^inc%,you  cannot  ex- 
pect harmony  upon  that  ground.  We  were  will- 
ing— I  say  we,  tiie^eat  mass  of  the  free  States — 
were  settling  down  into  a  willingness,  reluctantly, 
to  be  sure,  to  have  harmony  upon  the  compro- 
mise of  1850.  >But  this  Administration  comes  in 
and  breaks  ground  anew.  After  having  put  upon 
its  banner,  **  no  further  a^tation  of  slavery,**  not 
a  sinele  Administration  is  permitted  to  close  be- 
fore they  force  upon  the  country  the  greatest 
agitation  which  has  ever  been  known  in  this  land. 
And  now,  before  thatafiitation,which  they  them- 
selves commenced,  has  had  time  to  be  quieted  and 
settled,  as  i^  will  be  settled,  by  the ^reem^n  of  this 
country,  they  rise  here  and  talk  of  harmony, 
compromise,  and  concession.  We  say  to  them 
in  an  sincerity,  we  wish  for  principles yirst — those 

Seat  principles  of  human  freedom  for  which  our 
thers  contended.  Does  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  South  CaroUna  [Mr.  Botce]  believe 
that  the  great  Father  of  his  Country,  who  stands 
there  upon  the  canvas,  [pointing  to  a  portrait  of 
Washington,]  fought  and  lead  on  this  nation'to 
victory,  for  the  purpose  of  spreading  abroad  the 
institution  of  slavery  ?  He  would  not  so  slander 
the  character  of  that  great  man.  He  had  the 
cause  of  freedom  in  his  great  patriotic  heart,  and 
it  was  that  which  lead  him  on,  and  caused  him  to 
lead  on  our  armies  to  victory. 

With  these  remarks,  and  aeain  thanking  the 
House  for  their  kindness  ana  attention,  liiave 
only  to  say,  as  one  member  of  this  House,  not 
as  an  eastern  man,  or  a  northern  man,  but  one 
who  has  come  here  representing  a  grpat  princi- 
ple— the  anti-Nebraska  and  anti -slavery-exten- 
sion principle — we  ought  to  continue  to  vote  for 
the  honorable  gentleman  for  whom  we  have  voted, 
because  we  can  unite  more  votes  upon  him  than 
we  can  upon  any  other  man,  and  because  he  is 
^eeminently  qualified  to  fill  that  honorable  sta- 
tion. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  desire  to  present  to  the 
House  my  views  in  regard  to  the  entanglement 
referred  to  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  In- 
diana, [Mr.  Dunk;]  and  first,  I  wish  to  call  his 
attention  and  the  attention  of  the  House  to  one 
single  fact.  The  gentleman  alluded  to  the  North- 
w^est  Territory,  or  rather  to  the  States  formed  out 
of  that  territory;  and  as  I  have  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent a  small  portion  of  that  territory,  I  beg  to  be 
heard.  The  Slate  of  Ohio,  whose  honored  son 
{Mr.  Leitcr]  the  gentleman  himself  proposes  to 
place  in  the  chair,  was  the  first-born  State  from 
that  great  Territory.  But  does  Ohio  come  here 
asking  that  gentleman's  elevation  to  the  speaker- 
ship of  this  House  ?  Have,  not  nin&tcen  out  of 
twenty-one  of  her  Representatives  been  steadily 
castins;  their  votes  for  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts?  Then,  by  what  authority 
does  the  eentleman  from  Indiana  claim  this 
honor  for  the  State  of  Ohio  ?  How  does  the  mat- 
ter stand  with  reference  to  the  gentleman  *s  own 
State  y  Indiana,  formed  out  of  a  uart  of  that  same 
territory  ?  Are  not  all  the  anti-Kebroska  Repre- 
sentatives from  his  State  voting  steadily  for  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  two  ?  How  is  it  with  Wisconsin,  another 
of  those  States  ?  Is  not  every  one  of  her  anti- 
Nebraska  members  acting  with  the  infiexible 
**  one  hundred  and  five,**  in  iavor  of  the  honor- ! 


able  gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  How  is  it 
as  regards  the  State  of  Illinois,  another  of  the 
States  formed  out  of  that  territory  ?  Is  not  every 
one  of  her  anti-Nebraska  Representatives  stand- 
ing with  us,  shoulder  to  shoulder,  and  voting  for 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts? 
How  is  it  with  the  State  which,  in  part,  I  have 
the  honor  to  represent?  Why,  sir,  we  have  but 
three  anti-Nebraska  Representatives,  and  sLxty- 
nine  times  have  we  voted  in  solid  column  for  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  What,  then,  I 
ask.  is  the  voice  of  the  anti-Nebraska  sentiment 
of  the  whole  Northwest? 

Mr.  DUNN,  (interrupting.)  I  would  say  to 
the  gentleman  that  I  studiously  avoided  reference 
to  anything  in  the  slightest  degree  criminating, 
and  the  gentleman  *s  very  questions  are  a  reflection 
upon  the  conduct  of  some  here  who  are  not  an- 
swerable to  the  gentleman,  or  to  this  House,  for 
their  course  upon  this  subject. 

Mr.  HOWARD.    Not  at  all. 

Mr.  DUNN.  Such  a  declaration  does  not  avoid 
the  force  of  what  the  gentleman  has  already  said. 
I  beg  leave  to  ask  the  gentleman  a  question. 

Mr.  HOWARD.    Certainly. 

Mr.  DUNN.  And  I  hope  he  will  answer  it. 
Docs  he  not  know  that  the  unanimity  to  which 
he  has  alluded  was  brought  about  by  a  stress  of 
circumstances  to  which  some  of  the  gentlemen 
to  whom  he  rders  iid  not  very  patientjv  yield, 
and  by  influences  which  they  condemned;  and  I 
ask,  further,  if  he  knows  whore  the  origin  of  those 
difficulties  commenced? 

Mr.  HOWARD.  Upon  that  subject  I  know 
nothing  beyond  this  general  fact:  Tjiere  are,  n« 
doubt,  gentlemen  voting  for  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  who  would  not  recog- 
nize that  eentleman  as  their  own  first  individval 
choice.  It  was  so  with  myself.  But  I  deny,  so 
far  as  I  know,  that  any  unfair  or  unreasonable 
pressure  has  been  brought  to  bear  upon  any  of 
us,  except  the  pressure  we  all  feel — a  desire  to 
see  the  House  organized.  If  the  gentleman  knows 
of  any  other  pressure,  it  is  proper  for  him  to  state 
it. 

Mr.  DUNN,  (in  his  seat.)  I  do  not  think  it 
proper  for  me  to  do  so  now;  but  if  crimination 
IS  to  begin,  answers  may  become  as  unpalatable 
as  imputations. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  Now,  sir,  having  said  thus 
much  about  the  Northwest  Territory,  I  say  fur- 
ther, that  I  certainly  acknowledge  the  right  of 
even  a  single  member  from  the  Northwest  Ter- 
ritory to  act  freely,  unembarrassed,  and  without 
creating  any  bitterness  of  feelings  upon  the  part 
of  any  other  Representative  from  that  quarter. 
They  act  in  view  of  their  responsibility  to  their 
own  constituents.  But  I  speak  of  the  facts  of  the 
case,  and  neither  explanation,  nor  anything  else, 
con  alter  the  facts. ^  Again,  I  ask  what  is  the 
voice  of  the  Northwest?  ^ 

Let  me,  for  a  moment,  refer  to  the  record  as  it 
has  been  made  up  during  the  five  weeks  we  h«ive 
been  trying  to  organize  this  House,  and  see  where 
the  responsibility  of  this  failure  of  organization 
rests.  What  do  we  find  ?  We  find  the  honor- 
able gentlemen  who  arc  opposed  to  us  are  divided 
into  two  parties,  of  neither  of  which  will  I  speak 
with  the  least  disrespect.  They  are  divided  into 
two  parties,  and  yet  they  protest  that  they  are 
united,  and  agree  exactly  with  each  other  in  ref- 
erence to  the  **  nationality'*  of  their  views  upon 
the  slavery  question.  They  agree  with  each 
other,  and  they  disagree  with  us.  They  agree 
in  making  this  the  all-important  and  predominant 
issue,  the  vital  principle  on  which  the  peace,  the 
prosperity,  and — some  of  them  even  say — the 
salvation  of  the  country  depends.  Wep,  gentle- 
men, if  you  agree  upon  the  vital  principle,  why 
do  you  not  unite? 

And  there  is  another  thing,  sir.  This  record 
shows  forty-one  votes  for  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Fuller.]  It 
shows  seventy-six  votes  for  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Richaodsov;]  and 
both  these  votes  together,  according  to  my  arith- 
metic, make  one  hundred  and  seventeen.  I  be- 
lieve that  the  highest  vote  which  has  been  eiven 
here  is  two  hundred  and  twenty-six;  and,  there- 
fore, these  two  votes  united  make  a  majority  of 
the  wliole.  Why,  then,  do  you  not,  being  in  a 
majority,  as  appears  by  the  record,  unite  and 
organize  this  House  in  spite  of  us,  *'  factionists 
and  scctionalists*'  as  you   call  us?     Are  your 


party  strifes  and  fami^  quarrds  predominant? 
I  put  the  question  with  all  possible  respect,  and 
I  wish  to  be  89  understood. 

But  suppose  that  we  yield  the  point  and  say  it 
is  doubtful  which  side  nas  got  the  majority  on 
the  principle,  or  whether  there  is  a  mtgority  on 
either  side,  if  thoroughly  united.  Suppose  we 
concede  the  point  that  some  of  those  wno  have 
voted  for  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr. 
Fuller]  have  done  so,  not  from  political,  but 
from  personal  considerations !  WeU,  so  it  may 
be  with  the  gentleman  from  Dlinois^  [Mr.  Rich- 
ardson.] And,  therefore,  the  united  vote  does 
not  show  fairly  the  strength  of  the  principle,  and 
that  alone.  Suppose  it  to  be  doubtful  on  which 
side  of  this  great  gulf  the  majority  lies!  And 
there  is  something  laughable  about  this  gulf. 
Members  stand  up  here  and  announce  that  they 
agree  with  each  other  upon  this  vital  issue — thai 
they  want  to  make  the  gulf  between  them  and 
us  OS  broad  and  as  deep  as  possible;  and  we  soV 
not  a  word.  We  stand  upon  our  bonk  of  tho. 
gulf,  and  you  on  yours.  Very  wpll!  Who  has 
got  the  majority'  The  record  shows  that  you 
have.  But  if  this  be  erroneous,  and  if  it  be  true 
that,  on  the  contrary,  we  have  the  majority,  and 
that  we  can  organize  provided  all  the  men  on  our 
side  agree  to  vote  for  the  honorable  eentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Banks,!  stia  we  find 
it  difficult  to  unite  We  concede  that  we  cannot 
marshal  our  forces  so  as  to  bring  every  man 
into  the  ranks.  Neither  can  you.  So,  on  which 
ever  side  of  the  gulf  the  majority  is,  it  is  impos* 
sible  to  unite  that  majority. 

But  what  next?  Four  times  we  tendered  and 
voted  for  the  pluraUty  rule,  which  would  have 
ended  the  strife.  Those  boasting  of  their  *' na- 
tionality** united  to  defeat  it.  In  almost  every 
instance  they  unite  to  prevent  an  organization, 
but  rtfuse  to  unite  to  organize  even  on  their  own 
basis.  Placing  myselr  on  this  record,  I  appeal 
to  the  country,  and,  if  need  be,  will  contmue 
voting  until  the  4th  of  March,  1857 

f  Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  ORR  obtained  the  fioor. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  hope  I  will  be  allowed  to 
finish  what  I  was  about  to  soy. 

Several  Members  objected,  ** 

Mr.  ORR.  I  have  no  objection  to  allow  the 
gentlenian  from  ^chigan  [Mr.  Howard!  to  e<Ui- 
clude  his  remarks,  provided  it  is  not  taken  out 
of  my  time. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  Let  us  settle  this 
thine,  Mr.  Clerk. 

Afr.  ZOLLICOFFER,  (interrupting.)  I  move 
that  the  resolution  limiting  the  debate  to  ten 
minutes  be  rescinded. 

Several  Membees.  On  that  motion  I  call  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  SMITH.  1  move  to  amend,  by  extending 
the  ten-minute  rule  to  thirty  minutes. 

The  CLERK.  Does  the  gentleman  firom  Ten- 
nessee [Mr.  Zollicoffeb]  persist  in  his  motion  ? 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER.    Yes. 

>Ir.  SMITH.  Do  1  understand  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  to  be  to  rescind 
the  ten-minute  rule  oUogethcr? 

The  CLERK.    That  19  the  motion. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  propose  to  amend  the  prop* 
osition  by  striking  out  **ten  minutes,**  and  in- 
serting in  lieu  thereof  **  thirty  minutes.** 

Several  Meubers.  Say  twenty  minutes,  instead 
of  thirty. 

Mr.vALK.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from  Mich" 
igan  [Mr.  Howard]  will  be  allowed  to  finish  hia 
apeccn  before  the  question  bo  taken. 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER.  I  amend  my  proposi- 
tion in  such  a  way  as  to  make  it  read,  to  rescind 
the  ten-minute  rule  for  this  day.  [Loud  cries  of 
**No,no.*j 

Mr.  ORR.    Have  I  not  the  floor,  Mr.  Clerk? 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Orr]  was  recognized  by  the  Clerk 
wlien  the  time  of  the  gentleman  fVom  Mlchigaa 
[Mr.  Howard]  expired. 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER.  Had  I  not  the  floor  to 
make  my  motion  ? 

The  CfLERK.  Not  without  the  consent  oC  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Orr.] 

Mr.  ORR.  I  have  no  objection  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Michigan  [Mr.  Howard]  going  on  by 
unanimous  consent,  provided  it  be  not  taken  out 
of  my  time. 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER.    I  would  inquire  how 
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the  gentleman  from  SoutU  Carolina  obtained  the 
floor? 

Mr.  ORR.    The  Clerk  had  recognized  me. 

Mr.  ZOLLICOPFER.  I  thought  the  Clerk  had 
recognized  me. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  was  under  the  im- 
pression that  the  ^ntleman  from  South  Carolina 
f  Mr.  Orr]  had  )rielded  the  floor  to  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  ^Mr.  Zoixic offer]  to  make  his 
motion. 

Mr.  HOWARD  again  took  the  floor. 

Mr.  ORR.  Am  I  to  understand,  Mr.  Clerk,  that 
consent  is  given  to  the  gentleman  from  Michigan 
proceeding  with  his  remarks? 

Several  Members.    Not  at  all.    I  object. 

The  CLERK.  Objection  having  been  made, 
the  gentleman  from  Michigan  is  not  in  order. 

Air.  HOWARD.  I  simply  ask  for  such  treat- 
ment as  has  been  extended  to  other  members  An 
this  floor.  [Cries  of  **  Certainly;  that  is  right; 
let  him  have  ten  minutes  more. '  'J 

Mr.  ORR.  I  now  yield  the  floSr  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Zollic offer]  to  make 
his  motion,  if  the  House  be  willing  to  entertain  it 
at  this  time. 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER.  Then  I  renew  my 
motion  to  suspend  the  ten-minute  rule  for  to-day. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  move  to  lay 
-that  motion  on  the  table,  and  call  for  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Alabama.  Do  I  understand  that 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr. 
ZoLLicoFFERlhas  been  entertained? 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  has  entertained  that 
motion. 

Mr.  COBB«  Then  I  raise  this  question  of  order: 
that  the  question  before  the  House — the  resolu- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  DunnI 
—must  be  (usposed  of,  before  the  House  proceed 
to  another.  I  object  to  the  rescinding  of  the  ten- 
minute  rule,  because  I  think  that  under  it  mem- 
bers are  able  to  have  the  floor  quite  often  enough 
and  quite  long  enoi^h. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  that  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  fVom  Tennessee  [Mr. 
Zollicoffbr]  is  in  order,  inasmuch  as  it  has 
reference  to  right  of  debate;  but  as  the  gentleman 
froifl  Alabama  [Mr.  Cobb]  objects,  the  Clerk  re- 
fers the  question  to  the  House  for  decision. 

Mr.  COBB.  Oh,  if  the  House  has  to  decide 
evervthing,  I  withdraw  the  point  of  order. 
^  The  question  beinff  on  MV.  Washburn's  mo- 
tion (b  lay  on  the  table  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Zollicoffer,1  on 
which  the  yeas  and  nays  had  been  demanded — 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

Tellers  were  then  demanded  and  ordered;  and 
Messrs.  Dukn  and  Eustis  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ^yes  129;  a  Airther  count  not  being  demanded. 

So  the  motion  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  precisely 
understood  the  statement  of  the  gentleman  from 
Michigan,  [Mr.  Howarix.]  I  understood  him  to 
say  that  the  vote  for  Mr.  Richardson  with  that  of 
Mr.  Fuller  would  secure  an  election  of  Speaker. 
Now,  sir,  it  is  true  that  at  one  time  Mr.  Fuller 
received  forty-one  votes.  But  since  the  ^ntleman 
from  Pennsylvania  explained  his  position,  the 
greatest  vote  be  has  received  at  any  one  time 
has  been  thirty-four.  It  is  known  that  there  are 
some  gentlemen  who  have  heretofore  voted  for 
Mr.  Fuller  who  are  absent,  as  also  are  some  of 
those  voting  for  Mr.  Richardson.  If  all  were 
present,  the  combined  vote  of  the  two  this  morn- 
ing would  have  been  one  hundred  and  seven— not 
a  sufficient  number  to  secure  an  election. 

There  has  been  no  time  since  the  gentleman 
fW>m  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Fuller]  defined  his 
position,  when  the  combined  vote  for  Mr.  Ful- 
ler and  Mr.  Richardson  would  not  have  lacked 
some  six  or  seven  votes — five  or  six,  perhaps — 
certainly  five — of  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast. 
But,  sir,  1  do  not  propose  to  consume  the  time  of 
the  House  upon  tnis  point  further. 

I  am,  of  course,  opposed  to  the  resolution  of- 
fered by  thefi^entlemaa  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Dunn,] 
but  I  am  wiUing  to  aflbrd  that  gentleman  an  op- 
portunity of  having  a  direct,  square  vote  upon  his 
resolution.  I  was  embarrassed  in  my  course 
yesterday  upon  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman 
nrom  Alabama,  [Mr.  Walker,]  in  consequence 
of  there  being  two  amendments  pUiced  upon  it, 
by  which  I  thotdd  have  bean  compelled  to  select 


between  the  names  of  two  gentlemen  not  named 
in  the  original  resolution.  If  I  could  have  voted 
directly  upon  the  original  resolution,  declaring 
my  colleague  [Mr.  Botce]  to  be  Speaker,  I 
should,  of  course,  have  voted  for  it. 

I  think  it  is  competent  for  the  House  to  elect  a 
Speaker  by  resolution.  The  plurality  rule  can- 
not, of  course,  prevail  by  such  a  course,  because 
the  resolution  cannot  pass  unless  a  majority  of 
us  cast  our  votes  in  its  favor;  and  hence  the  prin- 
ciple is  just  the  same  as  that  upon  which  the 
House  has  all  along  been  acting  m  its  votes.  I 
say,  (  am  willing  to  afford  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  an  opportunity  of  having  a  direct  vote 
upon  his  resolution,  and,  therefore,  without  pro- 
posing an  amendment,  I  move  the  previous  ques- 
tion.    [Cries  of  **  That's  right !**] 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  to  withdraw  that  mo- 
tion until  I  can  have  the  opportunity  of  sajring  a 
few  words,  and  I  will  then  renew  it. 

Mr.  ORR.    I  will  do  so. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  concur  in  the  opinion  expressed 
by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  that  the 
House  can  elect  by  resolution,  and  that  it  Js 
proper  to  do  so.  But,  sir,  I  deny  the  right  of 
this  House,  or  of  any  man  in  this  House,  to 
nominate  a  man  as  candidate  for  Speaker,  and 
require  me  to  vote  either  for  or  against  him.  The 
resolution  of  the  gentleman  #om  Indiana,  which 
is  now  before  the  House,  is  nothing  more  than 
the  nomination  of  the  gentleman  whose  name  is 
mentioned  in  the  resolution. 

I  had  the  honor,  sir,  on  the  first  day  of  the 
session,  to  put  in  nomination,  as  the  candidate 
of  the  Democratic  party  of  this  House,  the  name 
of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Richardson  ;] 
and,  sir,  that  name  has  not  been  withdrawn. 
When,  therefore,  the  question  shall  be  put  upon 
the  adoption  of  that  resolution,  under  the  opera- 
tion of  the  previous  question,  if  you  please,  and 
I  shall  be  called  upon  to  respond  to  the  call  of 
my  name,  I  shall  vote  for  William  A.  Richard- 
son, and  I  shall  require  that  my  name  be  recorded 
as  voting  for  him.  Mr.  Clerk,  can  any  gentle- 
man, by  getting  the  floor,  put  in  nomination  any 
gentleman  he  may  choose  to  name  by  resolution, 
and  require  that  he  shall  be  first  voted  for  or 
against  by  the  House? 

Mr.  ORR.     Certainly. 

Mr.  JONES.  No,  sir,  it  is  not  so,  in  my 
opinion.  I  have  the  right  to  vote  for  any  gen- 
tleman in  this  House  I  please.  Because  any  other 
gentleman  happens,  by  chance,  to  get  the  floor, 
and  put  in  nomination  some  one  whom  he  may 
select  as  candidate,  I  am  not  thereby  excluded 
from  nominating  another,  and  voting  for  him. 
I  say  that  the  effect  of  such  a  resolution  is  nothing 
but  a  nomination.  I  hold  that  the  other  names 
Previously  presented  are  still  before  the  House, 
and  we  have  the  right  to  vote  for  either  of  them 
we  xnay  see  fit.  1  shall,  therefore,  when  called 
upon  to  vote  updh  the  resolution,  vote  as  though 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana  had  put  the  name 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  whom  he  designates. 
Having  now  explained  the  reasons  for  the  course 
I  expect  to  pursue,  I  move  the  previous  question 
upon  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
If  this  is  mere  nomination,  as  suggested,  by  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jones,]  in  which 
opinion  I  entirely  concur,  I  submit  that  the  pre- 
vious question  cannot  apply.  You  cannot  call  the 
previous  question  upon  tne  election  of  Speaker. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  will  state,  in  reply 
to  the  question  raised  by  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama,  that  there  are  numerous  instances  on 
record  where  the  House  has  elected  its  officers 
by  resolution. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  under- 
stood as  objecting  to  that  course  at  all.  I  have 
no  question,  as  far  as  my  own  opinion  is  con- 
cerned, that  it  is  perfectly  competent  for  the 
House  to  elect  a  Speaker  by  resolution.  There 
is  no  question  about  that.  But  this  is  a  mere  nom- 
ination, and  if  other  gentlemen  choose  to  vote 
for  other  gentlemen  who  are  members  of  the 
House,  as  they  have  the  right  to  do,  then  the 
question  will  come  up  as  to  how  they  are  to  be 
recorded,  upon  a  vote  purporting  to  be  simply 
upon  the  adoption  of  a  resolution.  The  ques- 
tion has  never  heretofore  been  brought  up  for 
decision.  I  say,  when  the  vote  comes  to  be 
taken  upon  the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  and 


the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Jones]  votes 
for  Mr.  Richardson,  the  question  will  come 
up  whether  his  vote  shall  be  so  recorded.  If  not, 
then  of  course  he  is  deprived,  in  the  election  of 
Speaker,  of  the  privilege  of  casting  his  vote  for 
the  member  whom  he  selects,  and  other  gentle- 
men, by  being  compelled  to  vote  ay  or  no  upoa 
the  resolution,  will  be  deprived  of  voting  for  the 
candidates  of  their  choice;  that  is,  you  compel 
them  to  ^  on  and  vote  either  for  or  asaitut 
an  individual  selected  by  any  member  of  this 
body. 

And  again:  suppose  that  any  one  of  the  pai^ 
ties  of  this  House  had  seen  fit  to  adopt  tha 
mode  for  the  election  of  a  Speaker;  that  one 
member  had  offered  a  resolution  to  that  effect, 
naming'  for  the  high  position  a  member  of  the 
same  party — A;  that  another  had  moved  to 
amend  by  the  insertion,  in  place  of  A,  the  name 
of  B;  and  that  then  still  another,  who  was  in  the 
secret)  had  moved  to  strike  out  and  insert  C. 
We  would  then  be  at  the  end  of  the  roll.  There 
would-be  a  resolution  and  an  amendment, asd 
an  eunendment  to  an  amendment.  Everything 
else  would  be  cut  off;  and  there  would  be  an 
election  going  on  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  which  members  would  'be  compelled  to 
vote  between  men,  neither  of  whom  they  are 
willing  to  accept,  and  be  deprived  of  the  privileee 
of  casting  their  suffrage  for  their  own  canoi- 
date. 

Mr.  ORR.  Let  me  say  to  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama,  that  he  has  a  perfect  right,  in  the  cade 
which  he  supposes,  to  vote  in  tne  negative  in 
every  instance.  And  if  there  is  not  a  majority 
of  the  House  in  favor  of  any  of  the  amendments, 
or  of  the  original  resolution,  in  the  case  which 
he  presupposes,  he  can  rise  in  his  place  and  offer 
his  resolution,  and  have  a  vote  taken  on  it. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  am  excluded,  by  the  rules 
of  the  House,  from  offering  an  amendment  when 
an  amendment  to  an  amendment  is  pending.  I 
am  precluded  from  offering  an  amendment  after 
the  call  for  the  previous  question.  *  But  theeen- 
tleman  says  that  I  can  vote  in  the  negjative.  What 
sort  of  an  election  is"  that  ?  Here  is  an  election 
going  on  by  the  House  of  Representatives.  A 
large  body,  if  you  please,  of  its  members  rise  and 
vote  no.  Who  are  they  votinc  for?  They  vote 
no  against  the  amendments  and  the  original  reso- 
lution. Why,  sir,  that  is  not  an  election,  I  haw 
the  right  to  vote  for  the  candidate  of  my  choic«. 
I  am  not  required,  in  an  election  before  and  m 
the  House  of  Representatives,  to  come  up  and 
vote  against  any  man's  candidate,  when  I  am 
denied  the  permission  to  vote  for  my  own. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  obtained  the  floor. 

The  CLERK.  Does  the  gentleman  firom  Ala- 
bama insist  on  his  point  of  order  at  this  time? 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Certainly,  sir.  This  is  aa 
gooda  time  to  settle  the  point  as  any  other. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  intend  to 
speak  to  the  point  of  order.  I  do  not  agree  with 
the  ^ntleman  from  Alabama  in  his  point  of  order. 
I  thmk  that  we  cem  elect  a  Speaker,  or  any  other 
oflicer  of  the  House,  by  resolution,  if  wc  see  fit 
to  do  so.  It  is  in  order  to  make  the  reaohition. 
This  is  a  motion  to  elect  by  resolution,  and  it  is 
therefore  in  order.  I  agree  entirely  with  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Oaa]^  in  the 
amiment  which  he  presents  on  that  point.  I 
wholly  disagree  with  the  gentleman  from  Te^jnes- 
see,  [Mr.  Jones  J^  He  admits  that  wc  can  elect 
by  resolution.  Well,  if  so,  what  becomes  of  his 
argument?  He  says  that,  if  we  can  do  it  legiti- 
mately by  resolution,  he  will  vote,  when  the  reso- 
lution is  before  him,  either  ay  or  no.  What  I 
have  said  is  to  the  point  of  order.  It  is  in  ordor, 
in  my  opinion,  for  the  House  to  entertain  the 
resolution  if  they  see  fit;  and  if  cm  election  is  had 
in  this  way,  it  is  legitimate  and  proper.  I  do 
not  doubt  all  that;  but  I  am  utterly  averse  to  that 
mode  of  electing  a  Speaker  of  this  House.  I  am 
against  the  resolution,  not  only  on  the  merits  of 
the  individual  proposed,  but  as  to  the  manner.  It 
is  legitimate  and  proper,  if  the  House  choose  that 
mode,  but  I  prefer  toproceed  viva  voce,  as  we  ha  to 
been  doing.  Thererore,  without  detaining  the 
House  any  longer,  I  move  that  the  resolution  be 
laid  on  the  table.     [Cries  of  "  That's  right!*'] 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  that  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  l&v 
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on  the  table,  and  it  was  agreed  to^yeaa  166,  nays 
39;  aa  follows: 

YRAS  — Messrs.  Aiken,  Albrifht,  Allen,  Allison,  Bar- 
bnur,  Barclay,  Barkudale,  Bell,  Ilcnry  Bennett.  Benson, 
Biliini^ar»t,  Blin,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce.  Bradshaw, 
Braocb,  Brooks,  Baffincton,  Buningame.  Ca«kie,  Chaffee, 
Ba)^!!  Clark,  Exre  Clark,  Clinguan,  Howell  Cobb,  WU- 
liauuoQ  R.  w.  Cobb,  Colfax,  Comins,  Covode,  Cox, 
Crsffn,  Craige,  Crawfbrd,  Cullen.  Cumback,  Damrell, 
Da^<b«m,  Day,  Dean,  De  Witt,  Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd, 
Dowdell,  Durfee,  Edmundson,  Elliott,  Emrie,  Englisb, 
Etheridge,  Eiustis.  Faulkner,  Flngler,  Florence,  Footer, 
Thomas  J.D.  Puller, Galloway,  GiddinsR,  Gilbert,  Goode, 
Granger,  Greenwood,  Grow,  Augustus  Hall.  Robert  B.  Hall, 
Harlan,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomas  L.  Harris,  Herbert, 
Hickman,  Thomas  R.  Horton,  Valentine  B.  Horton,  Hous- 
ton, Howard,  Hughston,  Jcwett.  GeorgeW.  Jones,  J.  Gloncy 
Jonfl*,  Keitt,  Kidwell,  King,  Knapp,  Knight,  KnowUon, 
Knox,  Lake.  Leiter,  Letcher,  Lindley,  Lumpkin,  Mace, 
Humphrey  Maiahall,  Samuel  8.  Marshall,  Matteson.  Max- 
well, JtfcCarty,  McMuUin,  McQueen,  Meacham,  Killian 
Miller,  Smith  Miller,  Millson,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Murray, 
lAchofaK  Norton,  Mordccai  Oliver.  Packer,  Parker,  Pcarce, 
Pfeck^  Pelton,'  Pettit,  Phelps,  Pike,  Porter,  Powell,  Prin- 
fle,  PimriaBoe,  Ready,  Richardson,  Roberts,  Robison, 
Kaffin,  Babin,  Sage,  Sandidge.  Sapp,  Sherman,  Shorter, 
Bimmoos,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  Smith,  William  R. 
Smith,  Sneed,  Spinner,  Stanton,  Stephens,  Stmnahan, 
TalboO,  Tappan,  Taylor,  Thorington.  Thurston,  Trafton, 
Trippe,  Tyson,  Underwood,  Wade,  Wakemao.  Walbridge, 
Waklron,  Walker,  Warner,  Cadwalader  C.  Wasbbume, 
EUihu  B.  Washburue,  Israel  Washburn,  Watkins,  Watson, 
Welch,  Wells.  Winslow.  Wood,  Woodruff,  Woodworth, 
John  V.  Wrisbt,  and  Zollicoffer~166. 

NAYS— MesCTS.  Ball,  Brenton,  Broom,  John  P.  Camp- 
bell, Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Clawson,  Hennr  Wiiiter  Davis, 
Dunn,  Edie,  Evans,  Henry  M.  Fuller,  J.  Morrison  Hvirris, 
Harrison,  Raven,  Hoffman,  Hotloway,  Kelly,  Kunkel, 
AlexaiMler  K.  Marshall,  Millward,  Moore,  Andrew  Oliver, 
Orr,  Paine,  Pennington,  Puryear,  Quitnuin,  Readc,  Ricaud, 
Ritchie,  Rivers,  Robbins,  Savage,  Scott,  Todd,  Vail,  Valk,. 
Wheeler,  and  Whitney— 39.    ^ 

So  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Pending  the  call — 

Mr.  BARKSDALE  said:  Mr.  Qerk,  I  ha^ 
been  requested  by  my  colleague  [Mr.  Hbnrt  S. 
Bennktt]  to  state  that  his  absence  from  the  House 
to-day  and  on  Wednesday  last  has  been  caused 
by  severe  indisposition. 

Mr.  WATS6N.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  wish  to  say  a 
word.  I  understand  that  my  coU^a^ue  [Mr. 
Lbitbr]  has  not  consented  to  the  use  of  his  name. 
With  entire  confidence  in,  and  high  regardfor  him, 
I  shall,  under  the  circumstances,  vote  ay. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  Mr.  Clerk,  pmpositions 
for  the  oi^anization  of  the  House  seem  to  be  the 
order  of  the  day.  The  worse  fate  which  appears 
to  attend  any  of  them  is,  that  of  being  laid  on  the 
table.  I  have  a  resolution  which,  I  am  sure,  if 
adopted  and  carried  out  in  good  faith,  must  neces- 
sarily result,  although  it  will  take  some  time  to 
accomplish  it,  in  the  election  of  a  Speaker  and  the 
organization  of  the  House.  From  the  present 
atutude  of  memBers,  I  am  deliberately  of  the 
opinion  that  there  is  no  other  alternative,  no  other 
expedient  than  the  one  presented  by  my  resolu- 
tion. It  is  presented  in  good  faith;  and  it  is  sub- 
mitted, furthermore,  for  the  purpose  of  givine  to 
every  gentlemai^  a  fair  and  full  chance  of  occupy- 
ing the  distin^ished  i>osition  to  which  some  gen- 
tlemen have  been  aspiring  sa*long  and  so  labo- 
riously—not by  any  wiproper  aspirations  of  their 
own,  out  by  the  dbvoted  adhesion  of  their  friends 
who  have  so  fhithfully  voted  for  them.  I  send 
the  resolution  to  the  Clerk's  table. 

The  Clerk  read  the  resolution  as  follows: 

Retohtd,  That  the  first  gentleman  on  the  roll  or  list  of 
asemberi  of  the  Hoose  of  Representatives  be  P0in  nomi- 
naikm  for  the  office  of  Speaker;  that  thcreuponlhe  roll  be 
calledonce,  and  if  he  (kil  to  receive  a  majority  of  all  the 
votes  cast,  being  a  majority  of  a  quorum,  that  then  the  next 
member  on  the  roll  be  in  like  manner  put  in  nomination 
and  voted  A>r,  and  so  on  through  the  roll,  until  some  mem- 
ber receives  a  m^ority  of  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast, 
which  said  member  shall  be  duly  declared  the  Speaker  of 
thfai  House.  Rut  should  it  so  occur,  when  the  whole  list 
of  members  has  thus  been  called  through  and  voted  for  as 
•Ibreaaid,  that  no  member  shall  receive  a  majority  of  the 
whole  number  of  votes  cast,  being  a  majority  of  a  quorum, 
ttie  Hooae  shall  report  the  (act  to  the  Senate,  and  request 
ita  concuiience  in  an  a^ioumment  until  the  first  Mcmday 
of  June,  1856. 

Mr.  ALBRIGHT.  I  move  to  lay  the  resolu- 
tion on  the  table. 

Mr.  HUMPHREY  MARSHALL.  I  demand 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  Mr.  Clerk,  under  the 
suggestion  of  a  friend ,  I  modify  my  resolution 
so  uat  the  words  in  reference  to  the  adjournment 
shall  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  WADE.  I  suggest  that  the  resolution  be 
further  modified  so  that  we  of  the  lower  half  of 
the  list  may  have  something  like  an  equal  chance 
with  the  others.    Those  in  the  W's  may  have 


aspirations,  and  it  is  but  fair  to  give  them  an  equal 
chance.  Let  the  gentleman  amend  so  that  the 
vote  shall  commence  with  the  end  of  the  roll. 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  K.  MARSHALL.  I 
move^hat  we  commence  with  A  and  go  next  to 
Z,  and  so  on  alternately.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  ALBRIGHT.  1  withdraw  the  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  DEAN.    I  renew  the  motion. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  move  to  amend  that  res- 
olution if  it  is  in  order. 

The  CLERK.  A  motion  to  lay  on  the  table 
is  now  pcndinff. 

Mr.  STANTON.    My  amendment  is  to  strike  • 
out  the  word  "majority," and  insert  "having 
the  largest  number. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative. 

So  tlie  resolutfon  was  laid  on  the  table. 

^  The  House  proceeded  to  vote  the  ninety-second 

time  for   Speaker,  with    the  following  result: 

Whole  numoer  of  votes  cast,  221 ;  necessary  to  a 

choice.  111;  of  which — 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks  received 104 

William  A.  Richardson 73 

Henry  M.  Puller 34 

Alexander  C.  M.  Pennington 6 

JamesL.Orr 8 

JohnWUIiams 1 

Gilchrist  Porter ^ 1 

So  there  was  no  CTioice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  Bank» — Messrs.  Albright,  Allison,  Ball,  Barbour, 
Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  Billinahurst,  Bin^am,  Bishop, 
Bliss,  Bradshaw,  Brenton,  Bumngton,  Burlmnme,  James 
H.  Cfampbell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Chaffee,  Ezra  Chirli, 
Clawson,  Colfax,  Comins,  Covode,  Cragin,  Cumback.  Dam- 
rell, Day,  Dean.  De  Witt,  Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd,  Durfee, 
Edie,  Emrie,  Flagler,  Galloway,  Giddings,  Gilbert,  Gran- 
ger, Grow.  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan,  Holloway.  Th<Mnas  R. 
Ilorton,  Valentine  B.  Horton,  Howard,  Humston,  King, 
Knapp,  Knight,  Knowlton,  Knox,  Kuiikel,  Leiter,  Mace, 
Matt^on,  McCarty,  Meacham,  Killian  Miller,  Morgan, 
Morrill,  Mott,  Murray,  Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver, 
Parker,  Pearce.  Pelton.  Peimington,  Pettit,  Pike,  Pringle, 
Purviance,  Ritchie.  Robbins,  Roberts,  Robison,  Sabin,  Sqpe, 
Sapp,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Spinner,  Stanton.  Stranahan, 
Tappan,  Thorington,  Thureton,  Todd,  Trafton,  Tyson, 
Wade,  Wakeman,  Walbridge,  Waldron,  Cadwalader  C. 
Washbume,  Ellihu  B.  Washbume.  Israel  Washburn,  Wat- 
son, Welch,  Wood.  Woodruff,  and  Woodworth. 

jW  Mr.  Riehariton — Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen.  Barclay, 
Barksdale,  Bell,  Boeock,  Bowie,  Boyce,  Brancn,  Brooks, 
Cadwalader,  Caruthers,  Caskie.  Clingman.  Howell  Cobb, 
Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb.  Craige^  Crawford,  Davidson, 
Denver,  Dowdell,  Edmundson,  Elliott,  Englisb,  Faulkner, 
Florence,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode,  Greenwood, 
Augustus  Hall,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomas  L.  Harris, 
Herbert,  Houston,  Hickman,  Jewett.  George  W.  Jones, 
J.  Glancy  Jones.  KeitL  Kellv,  Kidwell,  Letcher,  Lumpkin, 
Samuel  8.  Marshall,  Maxwell,  McMullin,  McQueen,  Smith 
Miller,  Millson,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Packer,  Peck, 
Phelps,  Powell,  Quitman,  Ruffiiju  Rust,  Sandidge.  Savage, 
Shorter,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  Smith.  Staphens, 
Stewart,  Talbott,  Taylor,  Vail,  Warner,  Watktni,  Wells, 
Winslow,  and  John  V.  Wright. 

For  Mr.  f\xMer— Messrs.  Broom,  John  P.  Campbell,  Bay- 
ard Clark,  Cox,  Cullen,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Etheridge, 
Ettstis,  Evans,  Foster,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Hoffman,  Ken- 
nett.  Lake,  Lindley,  Alexander  K.  Marshall,  Humphrey 
Marshall,  Millward,  Paine,  Porter,  Puryear,  Reade,  Ready, 
Ricaud,  Rivers,  William  R.  Smith,  Sneed.  Swope,  Trippe, 
Underwood,  Valk,  Walker,  Whitney,  and  Zollicoffer. 

For  Mr.  Peimtiigton— Messrs.  Dunn,  Edwards,  Uanisoo, 
Haven,  Moore,  aM  Scott. 

For  Mr.  Orr— Messrs.  Richardson  and  WUItftnuu 

For  Mr.  WTi/iowu— Mr.  Wheeler. 

For  Mr.  Porter— Mr.  Henry  M.  FoUer. 

Mr.  MACE.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  demand  tellers 
on  that  motion. 

The  Clerk  appointed  Messrs.  Clinoman,  and 
Washburn  of  Maine,  to  act  as  tellers. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  92,  noes  57. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  thereupon 
(at  a  quarter  past  three  o'clock,  p.  m.)  the  House 
adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturday,  January  5, 1856. 

The  House  was  called  to  order  by  the  Clerk 
at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved . 

Hon.  Daniel  B.  Wright,  of  Mississippi,  ap- 
peared in  his  seat  to-day. 

Mr.  ETHERIDGE.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  desire  to 
make  a  short  statement  to  the  House,  preliminary 
to  a  proposition  which  I  shall  submit  for  its  action. 


should  not  get  through  before  that  time  expires, 
I  may  be  permitted  to  proceed 

The  CLERK.  If  there  is  no  objection,  the 
gentleman  .from  Tennessee  will  proceed. 

No  objection  was  made. 

Mr.  ElTHERIDGE.  Sir,  I  will  not  allude  in 
detail  to  the  state  of  affairs  here— it  has  been 
often  alluded  to,  and  would  not  justify  a  repe- 
tition from  me.  It  would  be  unkind  to  the  good 
sense  of  the  House  not  to  suppose  that  every 
|[entleman  has  properly  appreciated  the  condi- 
tion of  pubUc  affairs.  I  say  1  will  not  allude  to 
it  in  detail.  I  will  briefly  say  that  the  fViends  bf 
the  various  candidates  wno  have  been  voted  for 
have  shown  their  deep  devotion  to  their  respect- 
ive favorites.  Ninety-odd  votes  have  been  taken, 
and  those  votes  have  demonstrated  only  two 
propositions:  first,  that  the  gentlemen  being  voted 
for  have  warm  and  enthusiastic  friends;  knd, 
secondIy,thatif  either  of  them  should  be  elected, 
they  would' not  refuse  the  honors  of  the  chair. 

Sir,  I  have  voted  for  Mr.  Fuller,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, with  great  pleasure.  I  do  not  propose 
peremptorily  to  abandon  him  now.  If  the  prop* 
osition  which  I  shall  make  is  not  responded  to 
by  some  of  the  friends  of  the  other  candidates, 
[  slhill  not  fail  to  go  back  and  give  my  vote  for 
Mr.  Fuller  as  I  have  heretofore  done.  I  will 
assume,  however,  that  in  case  either  of  the  gen- 
tlemen who  have  been  voted  for  should  be  elected 
Speaker,  none  of  the  evils  which  gentlemen 
have  predicted  would  befall  the- country.  I  be- 
lieve that  if  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr.  Banks,]  who  is  yet  young  in 
years,  and  desirous  of  an  enviable  fame,  should 
be  elected,  (I  do  not  care  what  considerations 
may  have  moved  his  friends  in  selecting  him  as 
a  candidate,)  he  has  too  much  pride  and  too 
much  self-respect  and  intelligence  so  to  deport 
himself  as  to  excite  the  just  indignation  and 
reprehension  of  the  country;  and  so  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  nUnois,  and  the  gentlemen  from 
Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey. 

But,  sir,  voting  for  those  gentlemen  has  become 
ehronic,  and  the  longer  we  vote  for  them  the  more 
impossible  it  will  be  for  any  of  us  to  abandon  our 
positions.  In  the  present  aspect  of  things,  noth- 
ing can  or  ought  to  be  done  without  a  chan^  of 
nominations.  Nothing  will  be  done  so  long  as 
all  those  candidates  are  kept  in  nomination.  I 
have  no  authority  to  withdraw  Mr.  Fuller's 
name;  and  I  will  frankly  state  that  the  course 
which  I  deem  it  proper  to  pursue  on  this  occasion 
does  not  receive  the  approval  of  that  gentleman's 
friends.  But  it  meets  my  own  views^and  acting 
upon  my  own  responsibility  as  a  Representative, 
I  shall  not  hesitate  to  adopt  that  course  which  I 
think  the  public  exigency  requires. 

Now,  this  House  is  divided  in  political  senti- 
ment. There  are  three  or  four  parties  here ,  elected 
as  the  representatives  of  particular  sentiments. 
Those  sentiments  have  been  inflamed  by  the 
occurrences  of  the  past  month.  I  say,  in  this 
state  of  the  case,  it  would  not  be  fortunate  for 
the  country  if  any  member  was  to  be  elected  who 
is  the  representauve  of  extreme  sentiments.  It 
would  be  better  if  a  gentleman  were  chosen  who 
had  intelligence,  pride  of  character,  and  independ^ 
ence,  and  who  was  not  indissolubly  tied  up  with 
either  one  of  the  parties  here,  because  then  he 
would  be  free  to  act  as  his  judgment  and  duty 
might  dictate. 

ft  has  been  urged  in  private  circles  that  letters 
of  encoura^ent  are  pouring  in  from  the  people. 
I  suppose  that  many  ^ntlemen  here  have  received 
from  intelligent  constituents  at  home,  letters  indi- 
cating their  approval  of  the  course  which  their  Rep- 
resentatives nave  respectively  seen  fit  to  pursue. 
Now,  I  venture  to  say  that  those  letters  are  mostly 
written  by  the  politicians  in  the  country,  and  do 
not  speak  the  proper  sentiments  of  the  great 
body  of  the  people.  I  think  myself  that  it  will 
be  regarded  as  very  remarkable  that  'the  Repre- 
sentatives of  tbe  American  people,  elected  for 
their  supposed  patriotism  and  intelli^nce,  cannot 
in  some  way,  by  some  exercise  of^forbearance, 
elect  a  presiding  oflicer  who  would  be  competent 
to  enforce  such  rules  as  we  may  adopt  for  our 
ov^  erovemment,  in  the  performance  of  the  ordi- 
nary business  of  legislation.  I  say  it  it  remark- 
able that  it  carmot  be  done.  I  believe  the  senti- 
ment of  the  country  demands  of  this  House  a 
ipeedy  org<mizaHon,  and  that  the  public  judgment 
is  that  such  oi^amzation  riiould  not  be  a  tfiwnfh 
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of  any  section ,  or  any  ixHreme  opinions,  I  belieye 
that  such  a  triumph  would  be  productive  of  no 
good. 

Some  of  my  fViends  have  expressed  much  dis- 
approbation of  a  resolution  which  the  Democratic 
caucus  thought  pr6per  to  adopt.  I  have  said, 
heretofore,  nothing  about  that  resolution  because 
I  cared  nothing  about  it.  It  was  never  a  matter 
of  the  slightest  importance  to  anybody,  for  in 
this  age  of  the  world  platforms  and  resolutions 
ore  the  orders  of  the  dav,  and  they  are  meule  one 
hour  to  be  despised  ana  repudiated  the  next.  '  I 
have  not,  I  say,  attached  the  shgh  test  importance 
to  that  resolution,  and  I  care  nothing  about  it 
now.  If  the  Democratic  t>arty,  in  passing  that 
resolution,  thought  proper  to  insult  any  portion 
of  their  fellow-citizens,  the  act  will  recoU  upon 
themselves;  if  such  was  not  their  des^n,  they 
are  guilty  of  nothing  more  than  a  blunder.     - 

My  honorable  fnend  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
HuMi^HKET  Mariball,]  who  thought  proper,  at 
an  early  day  of  the  session,  to  express  his  opin- 
ions, declared  he  would  neither  ask  nor  receive 
?uart6r.  That  was  a  chivalrous  declaration;  and 
doubt  not  the  declaration  was  sincerely  made. 
I  do  not  ask  that  gentleman  to  disclaim  it  now. 
But  I  am  one  of  those  unfortunate  men  Krho, 
during  my  whole  life,  have  been  guilty  of  so  many 
acts  of  foUy,  that  I  have  been  compelled  often  to 
beg  quarter.  1  am  not  afraid  to  beg  for  quarters 
when  I  consider  it  proper  to  do  so.  I  am  one  of 
that  class  of  politicians  who  do  not  subscribe  to 
the  c^brated  declaration  of  Daniel  Webster, 
made  upon  a  memorable  occasion,  that  he  **  took 
no  step  backward" — a  declaration  which,  in  my 
judgment,  has  been  injurious  to  many  lesser  men 
in  the  country.  Sir,  he  might  well  make  the 
declaration,  for,  right  or  wrong,  he  had  the  intel- 
lectual power  and  position  to  uve  up  to  his  posi- 
tions. 

But,  sir,  secondary  men  like  myself  might  well 
act  vpon  a  different  principle.  And  I  suggest  to 
some  of  my  associates  that  they  had  better  t^e  one 
step  forward  and  two  backwant,  and  perhaps  they 
would  be  quite  as  near  right  as  some  of  them 
now  are.  It  has  come  to  this,  that  no  gentleman 
here  is  inclined  to  takt  a  step  biiekwara»  Sir,  in 
making  a  propbsition  wjiich  shows  concession 
and  a  spirit  of  compromise  on  ifty  part,  I  demand 
some  concessions  from  others.  I  think,  in  the 
present  condition  of  things,  that  the  Speaker 
should  be  one  whose  election  will  furnish  some 
apology,  at  least,  to  that  portion  of  the  House 
who  have  been  elected  under  the  influence  of  that 
intense  excitement  which, for  two  years,  has^r- 
vaded  the  northern  mind.  I  know  that  a  large 
majority  of  this  House  are  Representatives  of 
congressional  districts,  the  people  of  which,  it 
is  well  known,  were  opposed  to  the  repeal  of  the 
Missouri  compromise;  but  I  tell  them  that  their 
demands  should  not  be  such  as  to  ■  insult  their 
brethren  in  other  sections  of  the  country. 

I  propose  for  Speaker  of  this  House,  one  who 
voted  upon  the  passage  of  the  Nebraska  bill, 
and  whose  vote  stands  upon  the  record  against 
it.  A.nd  I  say  to  ray  southern  friends,  who  have 
made  the  Nebraska  bill  a  test  of  political  ortho- 
doxy, that  something  of  concession  is  demanded 
at  your  hands.  I  do  not  desire,  in  the  present 
state  of  the  country,  that  the  Speaker  of  this 
House  should  be  the  embodiment  of  the  extreme 
opinions  of  either  section  of  the  Union.  Sir,  is 
there  such  a  mcrn  here  ?  Is  there  a  gentleman  in 
this  House,  combinine;  congressional  experience, 
talent,  integrity,  and  firmness?  Sir,  there 'are 
many  members  here  who  were  opposed  to  the 
passage  of  that  measure,  and  whose  opposition 
nas  Mcome  a  mania.  Their  hostility  to  that 
tneasure,  I  fear,  is  now  made  a  pretext  by  which 
to  carry  out  their  extreme  opmidns  in  such  a 
manner,  and  to  such  an  extent,  as  to  beget  in- 
tense excitement  in  the  Soutb.  That,  I  lear,  is 
their  purpose  and  aim,  and  it  is  to  defeat  that 
purpose  that  I  now  appeal  to  the  moderate  men 
of  all  parties  to  come  up  andr  do  that  which  will 
work  no  injustice  to  any  reasonable  man's  opin- 
ions, and  which  will  do  justice  to  all  quarters. 
I  allude  to  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, Mr.  MiLLsoK. 

Now,  sir,  in  proposing  to  vote  for  that  genlle- 
man  for  Speaker  I  surrender,  for  the  present,  my 
long  cherished  Whig  principles,  to  which  1  am 
devotedly  attached,  and  which  iae  still  ray  first 
love.    I  faAve  been  devoted  to  the  Whig  p«rty  in 


the  days  of  its  prosperous  fortunes.  I  have  never 
yet  said  that  "  the  Whig^mrty  is  dead."  I  have 
thought  that  the  Whig  party,  like  the  King,  may 
**  demise,"  but  never  **  die;**  and  I  have  believed 
that  "  it  can  do  no  wrong."  I  arti  willing  upon 
this  occasion — elected  as  I  was,  proclaiming  my 
devotion  to  Whig  principles  upon  every  occa- 
sion; denouncing,  as  I  did,  the  favorite  measure 
of  this  Administration,  which  has  brought  upon 
us  the  present  unhappy  condition  of  aiffairs-— I 
am  wilUng  now  to  cease,  for  the  present,  voting 
with  sole  reference  to  my  own  opinions,  if,  by  so 
doing,  I  can  aid  in  organizing  the  House.  Mr. 
Million  is  not  my  first  choice.  My  own  prefer- 
ence is  for  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  Mr. 
Havek. 

Now,  I  propose  to  test  the  sincerity  of  the  so- 
called  Republican  party,  who  make  opposition 
to  the  Nebraska  bill  a  **  sin^qua  non**  m  the  or- 
ganization of  this  House.  They  have  said,  that 
they  c€mnot,  and  they  will  not,  vote  for  any  one 
who  stood  committed  to  that  measure.  1  tell 
them,  the  record  shows  that  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  [Mr.  MillsonI  to  whom  I 
allude  voted  against  that  bill.  And,  sir,  I  will 
say  to  that  portion  of  my  friends  who  with  me 
have  voted  for  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 


IMr.  Fitller,)  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
Mr.  Mills  on]  stood  in  his  place  during  the 
pendency  of  that  contest,  (lady  and  anxious  to 
offer  an  amendment  which  was  designated  or 
known  here  as  the  Clayton  amendment,  the 
object  of  which  was  to  remove  from  the  bill  that 
-objectionable  feature  which  legalizes  alien  suf- 
Trages  in  the  Territories.  I  will  add  further,  that 
that  gentleman  was  not  a  member  of  the  caucus 
which  nominated  Mr.  Richardson;  and  I  will 
declare  to  those  who  have  had  so  much  to  say 
respecting  the  peculiar  principles  of  the  Kansas- 
Neoraska  bill,  that  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Virginia  does  not  approve  the  principles  of  that 
bill,  as  its  friends  have  recenUy  expounded  them 
on  this  floor. 

In  the  election  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
to  the  speakership  you  who  are  standing  on  the 
Democratic  caucus  platform  will  have  no  cause  for 
exultation.  The  people  of  the  North,  when  they 
see  their  Representatives  voting  for  a  gentleman 
who  stood  opposed  to  the  passage  of  the  Kansas- 
Nebraska  bili,  cannot  revel  in  ue  consciousness 
that  they  have  elected  one  who  is  personally 
offensive  to  their  brethren  in  the  South.  As  I 
before  remarked,  those  who,  with  me,  have  voted 
for  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
[Mr.  Fuller,]  should  remember  that  Mr.  Mill- 
son  was  opposed  to  that  particular  feature  of  the 
Kansas-Nebraska  bill— aUen  suffraee — to  which 
the  American  party  stands  opposed,  and  which 
composes  one  Of  tne  fundamental  principles  of 
the  national  American  platform.  I  would  not 
propose  this  gentleman  it  his  election  would  be  a 
triumph  of  any  section  or  of  any  party.  He  has 
much  legislative  experience.  He  would  bring 
to  the  chair  ability,  pride  of  character,  and  an 
honest  desire  to  promote  the  interests  of  the 
country,  and  to  facilitate  us  in  the  discharge  of 
our  duties. 

I  might  perhaps  enlarge  on  what  i  have  said, 
but  it  is  unnecessary,  because  every  member  must 
see  and  know  that  the  House  cannot  and  will  not 
be  organized  unless  there  be  some  concession 
fVom  some  quarter.  I  will  add,  furthermore,  that 
that  portion  of  the  Republican  party  which  makes 
the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  compromise  a  test 

auestion,  ought  to  remember  that  the  bare  intro- 
uction  of  such  a  question  will  be  productive  of 
mischief,  and  cannot  possibly  result  in  any  good. 
But,  sir,  there  is  no  man  of  common  sense  in  this 
House  who  does  not  know  that,  if  that  proposi- 
tion were  to  pass  this  House,  it  would  have  to 
run  the  gauntlet  of  the  Senate,  and  would  then, 
if  it  survived  thot  ordeal,  have  to  encounter  the 
sword  of  Executive  displeasure  in  the  shape  of  a 
veto*  And  knowing  this,  and  feelin?  this,  tSier 
the  House  has  spent  five  weeks  in  fruRless  efforts 
to  organize,  they  should  be  satisfied  that  it  is 
impossiUe  to  elevate  to  the  chair  any  gentleman, 
from  any  section,  who  is  the  embodiment  of  but 
one  idea. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Clerk,  I  will  say  that  in 
taking  this  step  I  have  not  consulted  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Virginia,  whose  name  I  have 
S resented.  I  did  not  deem  it  proper  to  consult 
im,  tiiough  it  might  perhaps  have  been  right 


for  me  to  do  so.  But  I  know,  if  he  be  elect«d,  he 
could  not,  and  ought  not  to  decline. 

The  gentleman  fjrom  Pennsylvania  for -whom 
J  have  voted  [Mr.  Fuller]  has  still  my  confi- 
dence; and  in  wiUidrawing  my  support  lirom  him 
for  the  present,  I  may  be  permitted  to  exptess 
my  contmued  good  opinion  of  him  as  a  gentfe- 
man,  and  my  confidence  in  his  integrit3r  and  abil- 
ity, and  in  the  soundness  of  the  pooitioii  whith 
he  has  seen  proper  to  take.  I  throw  out  these 
remarks  for  tne  consideration  of  the  House.  I 
do  not  expect  them  to  be  favorably  received  by 
those  extreme  men  who  I  fear  have  a  di^Muntmi 
to  carry  out,  at  all  hazards,  their  own  peeoliBr 
views.  I  address  my  remarks  to  the  couii«ri  alive 
portion  of  this  House;  and  1  trust  thera  will  be 
found  a  sufficient  number  coming  from  uosiig  all 
parties  here  to  enable  us  to  end  Uiis  unwise  and 
unnatural  controversy. 

I  now  nominate  for  the  office  of  Speaker  of 
this  House,  the  Hon.  John  S.  Millsoh,  of  Vir- 
ginia. 

Mr.  BROOM.  I  have  hitherto,  Mr.  Clerk, 
refrained  from  participating  in  the  diacnaaioa 
which  have  taken  place  in  tliis  House  on  the  po- 
sition of  individuals  and  of  parties  for  ncrtni 
reasons:  first,  that  I  believed  the  time  hod  not 
arrived  for  such  a  purpose;  and  secondly,  that 
the  business  of  legislation  beingnew  to  me,  I  kfk 
it  to  others  more  experienced.  We  have  had  now 
ninety -two  ballots  for  Speaker,  and  withont  the 
slightest  prospect  of  our  being  able,  in  the  present 
course  of^  affairs,  to  arrive  at  the  ukimate  object 
which  we  have  in  view;  during  which  we  Hav? 
heard  much  in  relation  to  the  position  which 
different  parties  and  dififerent  inoividuate  hare 
assumed  m  this  contest.  I  deem  it  proper  now, 
and  an  appropriate  ttme  to  remind  gentlemen  of 
this  House  or  the'distinct  and  paramount  tBsm 
on  which  they  were  elected  to  represent  Ae  will 
of  their  constituents,  composing  a  majority  of 
the  people  of  this  nation — i  allude  to  the  Aineri- 
can  issue.  That  is  an  issue  pre^xistent  to  thtt 
which  has  arisen  on  the  disturbance  of  the  Mis- 
souri compromise.  Everymcmber  profeoakig  lo 
be  an  American  was  elected  as  such-^n  that  of 
Americanism  as  the  great,  prominent  iseoe  hefon 
the  Amefican  people;  and  it  seems  to  be  very 
strange,  sir,  that  now,  at  this  particular  jancture, 
they  would  desert  the  principle  on  which  ihtj 
were  elected,  and  resort  to  another.  I  trust  thai 
the  experience  which  we  have  had  in  those  sac- 
eessive  ballotings  here  are  f\illy  sufficient  to  ooth 
vince  them  that  the  issue  on  which  they  have  bees 
standing  is  one  on  which  they  cannot  sueoeed  in 
this  House.  * 

Therefore  it  is  necessary  to  appeal  to  dtem  to 
change  their  position, and  come  back  to  the  lAain 
patriotic  principles,  and  show  that,  acting  on  the 
American  basis,  Americans  can  organize  thii 
^puse.  And  how  is  that  issue  manifested  ?  Sr, 
the  American  spirit  was  spreading  in  a  rashin^ 
tide  over  this  country,  and  had  extended  to  die 
remotest  ends  of  it,  long  prior  to  even  the  concep- 
tion of  the  iniquity— if  I  may  uje  the  expresoion— 
of  disturbing  the  compromise  of  1830,  when  tin 
Administration,  to  guard  itself,  to  protect  itself,  to 
save  the  very  existHice  of  its  party  from  its  over- 
whelming infiuence,  were  obliged  to  resort  to  that 
measure,  not  as  a  southern  measure,  but  as  a  dis- 
tinct pfrty  measure,  so  as  to  avail  itself  of  the 
prejudices  of  the  South  for  the  purpose  of  deffeat- 
mg,  if  possible,  the  American  spirit  in  thatoectioa 
of  the  country  at  least. 

The  associations  formed  for  the  guidance  of 
this  patriotic  spirit,  together  with  afi  their  ood- 
stitotions  and  platforms,  were  established  prior 
to  the  disturbance  of  that  compromise.  Yet 
Americans  in  this  House  are  standing  here, 
battling  for  the  triumph  of  the  cause  of  Fre«- 
Soilism,  and  against  the  extension  of  slavuy  io 
the  Territories;  and  are  thus  allowing  the  Ad- 
ministration party  to  be  ratified  with  the  suecess 
of  their  schemes  and  plans  to  break  down  the 
American  party  in  the  land. 

Sir,  it  is  time  to  appeal  to  the  Ameria^  in 
this  House.  It  is  time  to  ask  them  to  cone  to- 
gether upon  that  issue,  as  the  only  one  upon 
which  we  can  properly  urge  the  organization  of 
the  House. 

Now,  sir,  I  cannot  agree  with  the  hotMMrabl^ 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  ETHoamca]  in 
what  he  says  about  descending  at  all  from  th? 
high  and  exalted  position  which  we  nov  oocopy 
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that  party,  paramount,  we  are  told,  with  them  to 
all  other  questions;  but  I  wiali  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man, and  the  House,  and  the  country,  what  sort 
of  a  spectacle  would  be  presented  to  the  world 
by  sucn  a  result  ?  It  may  be,  I  say, — for  I  do  not 
know, — that  there  is  a  majority  in  this  House — 
'  say  one  hundred  and  seventeen  or  one  hundred 
and  eighteen  members — who  have  joined  that 
party,  but  there  are  only  about  thirty-four,  all 
told,  who  vote  with  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr.  Broom]  and  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, {Mr.  Humphrey  Marshall,]  and  but 
five  or  six,  I  believe,  from  the  entire  North  who 
stand  with  them  for  Mr.  Fuller  against  Mr. 
Banks.  All  the  other  members  of  that  pa|^v— 
amounting,  if  this  statement  be  true,  to  more  than 
two  tliirds,  and  nerhaps  three  fourths  of  the  party 
— stand  in  solia  phalanx  against  one  whole  sec- 
tion of  this  Union,  fctf*  Mr.  Banks  has  not  received 
a  single  vote  from  the  entire  South.  Now,  sir, 
if  such  be  the  American  party,  what  a  spectacle 
does  it  present  to  the  country !  Might  I  not  ap- 
peal to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  himself, 
as  well  as  to  his  associates  from  the  Soutli,  and 
ask,  if  the  party  in  its  beginning,  not  much  over 
two  years  old,  has  become  so  thoroughly  corrupt 
that  at  least  two  thirds,  if  not  three  fourths  of  its 
members,  are  arrayed  in  solid  phalanx  against  one 
whole  section  of  the  Union,  ought  it  not  to  be 
put  down  ? 

I  am,  therefore,  sir,  opposed  to  the  organiza- 
tion of  this  House  upon  the  basis  of  the  princi- 
ples of  a  party  so  organized  and  so  constituted — 
one  that  presents  no  better  grounds  tlian  this  to 
my  consideration.  But  the  gentleman  said  that 
the  American  party  were  elected  upon  the  prin- 
ciples of  that  party  as  paramount  to  all  others. 
How  gentlemen  were  elected  in  different  portions 
of  the  country,  or  what  questions  were  consid- 
ered as  paramount  in  the  canvass,  I  shall  not 
undertsLke  to  sav.  So  far  as  my  own  election 
was  concerned,  i  will  say  this,  however:  I  was 
elected  upon  tiie  principle  of  maintaining  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  in  all  its  length 
and  breadth,  height  and  depth— every  clause  and 
every  section  of  it.  This,  with  me,  sir,  was  pai> 
amount  to  all  other  auestions. 

Mr.  BROOM.    Allow  me  to  say  that  so  was  I. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Then  let  us  see,.  Mr. 
Clerk,  if  I  understand  the  principles  of  that 
party,  and  the  gentleman  can  set  me  right  if  1 
am  m  error,  because  we  outsiders  have  got  only 
the  little  glimmering  light  that  is  occasionally 
shot  forth  from  the  dark  caverns  of  the  secret 
"order."  [Laughter  and  applause.]  If  I  un- 
derstand, I  say,  the  principles  of  the  gentleman's 
Sarty,  on  the  principles  or  which,  as  a  basis,  he 
esires  an  organization  of  the  House,  it  sets  out 
witli  this:  that  no  member  of  it  shall  ever  vote 
for  anybody,  for  any  office,  who  is  not  a  native- 
born  American,  who  is' not  in  favor  of  "Americans 
ruling  America,"  nor  if  he  be  a  Roman  Catholic. 
I  ask  the  gentleman  if  that  is  not  the  comer-stone 
of  his  party.  This  I  understand  to  be  true — and, 
perhaps,  hereon  "  hangs  a  tale  "  which  may  ex- 
plain why  some  gentlemen  from  the  South  cannot 
vote  for  thOjgenUeman from  Illinois,[Mr.  Richard- 
son.] He,  It  is  true,  may  be  a  native-bom  Amer- 
can;  ne  may  be  no  Roman  Catholic;  but  he  does 
not  subscribe  to  their  creed  of  "Americans  ruling 
America  " — that  is,  qf  excluding  all  foreignirbom 
cUizensfrom  office.  Hence  their  inability  to  vote 
for  him  consistently  with  their  obligations.  Sir, 
the  Constitution  of  this  country  does  not  exclude 
foreign -bom  citizens  from  office;  and  because  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Richardson]  will 
not  assume  a  position  higher  than  and  above  the 
Constitution,  and  make  a  test  for  office  that  it  never 
makes,  there  is  an  "  impassable  barrier"  between 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Illinois,  and  every  other  man  that  is 
not  in  favor  of  "Americans  ruling  America,"  or 
of  exclxidingforeign-hfmficilisens  from  office. 

Now,  air,  the  next  principle  of  that  party,  as 
I  understand  it,  is,  that  if  an  individual  is  elected 
by  it  to  office,  he  never  shall  confer  office  upon  any 
forei^-bora  citizen,  or  upon  a  Roman  Catholic, 
and  shall  remove  cdl  such  firom  office  where  it  can 
be  done.  Your  President,  sir,  would  be  bound 
by  the  principles  of  that  party — and  bound,  too, 
I  believe,  by  an  oath — never  to  appoint  a  Roman 
Catholic  to  office,  as  well  as  to  remove  all  such 
who  now  hold  office  where  he  could  do  it.  Now, 
sir,  the  gentleman  says  that  he  is  in  favor  of  main- 


taining the  Constitution  of  the  country.  The 
Constitutioasays  that  no  religious  test  shall  ever 
be  required  for  any  office  or  public  trust  under 
the  United  States;  but  this  principle  of  the  Amer- 
ican party  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  President, 
and  of  any  other  officer  elected  by  them,  never 
to  appoint  a  Roman  Catholic  to  omce.;  that  is,  it 
makes  it  the  duty  of  those  they  elect  to  require  a 
test  in  their  appointments.  It  is,  therefore,  in 
direct  opposition  to  that  great  principle  of  the 
Constitution.  Now,  is  an  officer  elected  by  that 
party  to  iomply  with  the  obligations  of  the  parly, 
•or  with  the  obligations  of  the  Constitution? 

Mr.  READE,  (interrupting.)  Will  the  gen- 
tleman allow  me  to  ask  him  a  question? 

Mr.  STEPHENS.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  READE.  Suppose  a  candidate  for  office 
were  to  admit  to  you,  or,  if  he  did  not  admit  it, 
you  were  yourself  satisfied  of  the  fact,  that  he  held 
religious  opinions  inconsistent  with  the  freedom 
and  safety  of  the  country,  would  you  vote  for 
him? 

A  Member.    That  is  an  impossibility. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  am  not  here,  Mr.  Clerk, 
to  discuss  questions  of  *^  religious  omnUm.**  I 
judge  men  by  their  acts — by  their  deeas — ^by  their 
works.  "By  their  fruit  ye  shall  know  them," 
and  not  by  their  professions,  their  faith,  or  their 
creeds  in  matters  spiritual.  If  a  man — a  candi- 
date— should  hold  "  political  opinions  ".  incon- 
sistent with  the  safety  of  the  country,  I  should 
vote  against  him.  His  religion  is  a  matter  be- 
tween himself  and  his  God.  , 

Mr.  READE.  The  gentleman  allowed  me  to 
ask  him  the  question;  Ihope  the  House  and  the 
country  will  mark  that  he  will  not  answer  it. 

Mr.  WHITNEY.  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  a  question. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.     I  will  hear  the  question. 

Mr.  WHITNEY.  I  underatand  that  the  gendM| 
man  declines  answering  the  question  propouno^n 
to  him  by  the  gentleman  from  North  C^olina.  I 
will  ask  him  another,  which  he  may.  perhaps  be 
able  to  answer. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.    What  is  it? 

Mr.  WHITNEY.  I  would  ask  that  gentle- 
man to  isuppose  a  person  should  apply  to  him  for 
an  appointment  to  an  office  of  puolic  trust,  and 
that  person  should  avow,  or  the  gentleman  should 
possess  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  fact,  that  the 

Eerson  applying  entertained  political  opinions 
ostileto  tne  institutions  of  thi^Repubhc,  would 
he  in  that  case  appoint  such  person  to  office? 

Mr.  STEPHENS.    I  would  not. 

Mr.  WHITNEY.  That  is  all;  it  is  the  polU- 
ieal  character  of  the  Papacy  which  affords  the  sole 
basis  of  my  opposition  to  its  encroachments  in 
this  country.  ^ 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  The  gentleman  says  that 
is  the  basis  of  his  party's  opposition  to  Papacy; 
that  is  the  reason  they  will  allow  no  Roman 
Catholic  to  hold  office  by  election  or  appointment; 
and  that  assumes  that  every  man  who  holds  that 
religious  faith,  native-born  or  not,  is  an  enemy 
to  our  country,  which  assumption  I  spurn  in  be- 
half of  that  church,  thousands  of  whom  I  believe 
to  be  as  true  patriots  as  ever  breathed  American 
air. 

Mr.  EUSTIS,  (interrupting.)  I  have  no  desire 
to  interrogate  the  gentleman  from  Georgia.  The 
opinions  of  that  gentleman  arc  perfectly  well 
known,  and  I  take  occasion  to  say  m  this  House, 
and  I  desire  it  to  go  to  the  country,  that  I  coincide 
with  him  in  every  respect  with  regard  to  his  opin- 
ion on  the  subject  of  this  religious  test. 

Mr.  WALKER.    So  do  I. 

Several  Members.    So  do  I. 

Mr.  EUSTIS.  The  State  of  Louisiana  has 
repudiated  in  the  most  formal  and  emphatic  man- 
ner the  action  of  the  national  American  party  of 
this  country. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  The  American  party  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  I  had  heard,  sir,  havere- 

Sudiated  that  doctrine;  and  that  other  States  have 
one,  or  will  do  the  same,  I  have  no  doubt.  They 
have  done,  or  will  be  compelled  to  do  it.  State  by 
State,  council  by  council,  until  the  great  fabric 
of  Americanism,  as  at  first  reared  by  its  secret, 
unknown  architects,  growing  "  small  by  degrees 
and  beautifully  less,"  will  be  extinct  and  defunct 
in  less  than  twelve  months.  [Laughter.]  It  is 
founded  in  error — concocted  in  it;  thrown  into 
existence  from  it;  the  diverse  changes  and  muta- 
tions it  has  undergone  in  dififerent  places  show  1 


this ;  and  what  remains'  of  it  rests  still  upon  erron 
equally  flagrant.  '.     .        . 

Am  I  wrong,  then,  sir,  in  heins  opposed  to  an 
organization  of  this  House  upon  the  pritieipUt  of 
such  a  party  ?  Those  principles-^hose  of  the 
national  American  council — are  as  I  have  stated 
them,  at  least  as  I  understand  them.  A  House 
so  organized  would  be  thrown  into  the  hands  of 
men,  in  my  opinion,  whose  objecta  and  aims,  so 
far  from  sustaining  the  Constitution,  wonM  be 
to  strike  it  down  in  some  of  its  most  essential 
particulars — some  of  the  roost  characteristic  ideai 
and  principles  of  that  "true  Americani.^m"  which 
I  was  reared  to  approve,  and  to  cherish  and 
admire.  In  appointment  or  election  to  office  of 
men  who  are  citizens,  either  by  birth  or  adoption, 
within  the  constitutional  limitations,  merit  alooe— 
in  which  I  include  not  only  ability  and  personal 
integrity,  but  political  principles — should  be  put 
into  the  scale,  and  it  is  immaterial  to  me  where 
tliey  are  born,  or  what  is  their  religion.  This  is 
one  of  the  glorious  features  of  American  insti- 
tutions. Are  they  true  to  the  Constitution?  Do 
they  come  up  to  its  rec[uirements  touching  qual- 
ifications, and  otherwise  suitable  for  the  omce  ? 
If  so,  no  question  of  eligibility  arisine  from 
birth-place,  religious  faith,  or  creed,  should  ever 
be  raised  in  odious  and  unjust  discrimination 
against  classes  or  sects. 

The  CLERK,  (interrupting.)  The  Clerk  must 
remind  the  gentleman  from  Ueorgia  that  his  ten 
minutes  have  expired.  [Cries  of  "  Go  on  !** "  Go 
on!**]  The  gentleman  vrill  proceed  by  unani- 
mous consent.  * 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  make  the  ssme 
motion  now  that  I  made  when  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  [Mr.  Stephens]  objected  to  my  col- 
league's proceeding  the  other  day.  I  move  that 
the  gentleman  be  permitted  to  proceed. 

Mr.STEPH^S.  I  will  not  proceed,  as  there 
is  objection. 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  K.  MARSHALL.  I 
move  that  the  ten-minute  rule  be  rescinded.  I 
have  objection  to  one  gentleman  being  allowed  to 
proceed  whUe  others  are  not.  Let  all  have  the 
same  chance. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  understand  the  genUe- 
man  from  Georgia  does  not  wish  to  proceed  with 
his  remarks,  and  therefore  I  withdraw  the  mo* 
tion. 

Mr.  WHITNEY  was  here  recognized  by  the 
Clerk. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  move  to  lay  upon  the 
table  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  frcnn  Ten- 
nessee. This  motion  I  intended  to  make  when 
I  took  the  floor. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  recognized  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  before  the  gentleman  m>m 
Georgia  made  his  motion. 

Mr.  BROOM.  I  desire  to  say  a  word  or  two 
in  explanation. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  has  recognized  the 
gentleman  from  New  York. 

Mr.  WHITNEY.  I  would  say  to  the  Clerk, 
that  I  did  not  ask  for  the  floor  at  that  moment. 

The  CLERK.  Then  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania has  the  floor. 

Mr.  BROOM.  It  becomes  necessfuy,  to  pre- 
vent my  being  placed  in  a  false  position  bv  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Gisorgia,  to  aefine 
the  positiAi  which  I  really  do  occupy  upon  this 
Question.  He  starts  out,  in  his  remarks,  with 
the  assertion  tliat  the  American  party  is  but  two 
years  old.  That  assertion  astonishes  me,  inas- 
much as  I  have  been  an  earnest  advocate  of  the 
cause  for  the  last  twelve  years.  But  the  honor- 
able gentleman  did  not  allude  to  the  cause  in  which 
this  American  party  originated,  when  he  spoke 
so  feelingly  and  firmly  of  his  purpose  to  vindicate 
the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  and  defend  them 
against,  what  he  terms,  proscription  on  the  part 
of  Americans.  I  invite  that  gentleman 's  attention 
to  the  years  1843  and  1844,  and  ask  whether  I 
am  to  regard  him  as  the  apologist  of  the  foreign 
papists  who  then  slew  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia 
at  the  very  altar  of  their  devotion  to  the  principles 
of  American  liberty — ^whether  he,  or  any  other 
member,  will  stand  upon  thia  floor  and  express  a 
sympathy  on  behalf  of  foreign  aggression  against 
the  clearest  rights  of  the  American  people  ? 

The  American  cause  had  not  its  origin  in  the 
events  of  the  two  last  years.  It  originated  in  tb« 
years  1843  and  1844.  I  presumed  that  this  caofo 
had  become  a  part  of  our  oistory ,  as  all  the  papers 


154 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE- 


January  0y 


position  Iblly  upon  the  questioft  of  the  principle 
contained  in  the  Kansas  and  Nebraska  bill.  I 
trost  the  House  will  pardon  me  if  I  find  it  neces- 
sary to  refer  to  the  remarks  made  by  me  some 
days  since,  and  even  if  I  shookl  repeat,  to  some 
extent,  what  I  then  said. 

The  people  of  the  State  of  PennsvlYania,  when 
the  compromise  resolutions  of  1850  were  passed, 
although  those  measures  did  not  meet  with  the 
approJMitioii  of  many  of  us,  yet  the  %rta.i  mass 
of  the  people  of  that  State,  aoquiesc^  in  them 
as  a  final  settlement  of  the  questions  to  which 
they  referred.  They  acquiesced  for  the  purpose 
of  ptittiag  the  vexea  question  o!f  slavery  at  rest. 
Some  of  the  measures  embraced  in  that  oompio- 
mise  were  obnoxious  to  the  people  of  Pennsyl- 
"vania,  in  common  with  the  great  mass  of  the 
people  of  the  North,  but  they  were  willing  for 
the  sake  of  peace  and  compromise,  to  submit  to 
them  all  under  the  belief  tnat  the  subject  would 
never  affain  be  agitated.  They  believed  then,  as 
they  beueve  now,  that  there  was  nothing  in  those 
compromise  measures  of  1650  which  in  any  way 
distiurbedr  much  less  repealed,  the  Missoun  com- 
promise of  1826,  mode  by  our  fathers,  and  which 
the  great  men  of  the  nation.  North  and  South, 
pledged  themselves  to  abide  by  forever. 

Under  that  belief  the  pubHc  mind  became  quiet. 
We  believed  that  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  coun- 
try would  not  again  be  disturbed.  We  were 
willing  to  abide  by  the  resolutions  of  1850,  but 
we  reprobated  further  agitation;  and  we  were 
amazed  when  we  heard  that  the  distinguished 
Senator  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Douglas]  had  pro- 
posed to  repeal  the  Missouri  compromise.  We 
were  alarmed  and  disgusted  when  we  learned  that 
the  Missouri  compromise  was  repealed  by  the 
Kansas-Nebraska  bill.  Let  me  say,  that  the 
public  mind  in  Pennsylvania  was  then  agitated 
m  every  direction  upon  the  subject. 

WeU,  sir,  the  election  of  1854  was  held;  and  I 
want  to  say  to  my  colleague  [Mr.  Broom]  that 
the  present  distinguished  Executive  of  that  State 
was  known  to  be  liostile  to  the  Nebraska  and 
Kansas  bill,  and  in  every  public  discussion  during 
the  canvass  he  so  represented  his  views  upon  the 
subject.  ^ 

Mr.  BROOM.  Will  the  gentleman  allow  me 
to  s&y  a  word  ? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  want  to 
be  interrupted.  But,  sir,  1  will  say,  that  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  very  district  repre- 
sented by  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Broom,]  the  gen- 
tleman now  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  in  that 
election,  declared'  his  continued  hostility  to  the 
principle  of  the  Kansas  amd  Nebraska  bill. 

And  let  me  say,  as  1  said  before,  that  althouehi 
the  Nebraska  bill  was  not  made  an  issue  by  the 
'American  party  in  1854,  though  that  party  had  no 
plank  in  their  platform  upon  the  suoject  of  sla- 
very, yet  the  people  in  Pennsylvania,  irrespective 
of  party,  were  opposed  to  that  bill.  Nineteen 
anti-Administration  men  were  sent  to  this  House 
pledged  to  oppose  that  princi{^e;  and  there  are  six- 
teen out  of  the  nineteen  who  have  not  been,  and 
will  not  be,  recreant  to  the  high  trust  confided  in 
them,  and  who  are  now,  as  they  were  in  1854,  op- 
posed to  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  compromise. 
And  why  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see [Mr.  ZoLLic^pTER]  undertakes  to  say  that  my 
position  upon  this  question  is  enigmatical,  X  do 
not  understand.  I  was  nominated  as  an  anti- 
Nebraska  man.  1  represented  myself  as  such  in 
every  town  in  my  district.  I  made  that  issue 
boldly  then,  and  I  make  it  now.  And  I  now  say 
to  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  that 
I  will  continue  to  oppose  the  repeal  of  the  Mis- 
souri compromise  until  I  can  be  recreant  to  my 
constituents,  my  country,  and  myself.  »- 

One  word  in  reference  to  my  colleague  from 
Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Poller,]  who  has,  by  his 
answers  to  certain  questions  addressed  to  him 
some  days  since,  surrendered  the  whole  ground 
upon  that  subject.  I  entertain  the  highest  respect 
for  that  gentleman,  for  whom  many  memoers 
upon  this  floor  have  east,  and  continue  to  cast, 
their  votes  for  the  speakership.  But  I  want  it 
understood  distinctly,  thatit^as  my  understand- 
ing that  that  gentleman  was  elected  to  this  House 
in  opposition  to  Mr.  Wright,  who  voted  for  the 
Nebraska  bill,  and  that  w»s  the  issue  made  in 
the  canvass  between  them;  and,  according^to  my 
understandii^,  my  coHeafue  [Mr.  Fuller]  was 
elected  a*  an  anti-NiebrmsKa  man.    I  uadtntood 


him  to  take  his  seat  upon  this  floor  as  such,  and 
I  voted  for  him,  as  my  first  choice  for  Speaker,  as 
an  anti-Nebraska  candidate. 

The  Democratic  party  in  Pennsylvania,  as  the 
votes  in  the  House  for  the  last  five  weeks  will 
show,  are  here  only  in  strength  suflicient  to  add 
to  the  coniVision  or  that  party  in  this  body,  and 
are  thus  in  the  minority  because  they  advocated 
in  that  canvass  the  principle  of  the  Kansas  and  Ne- 
braska biU,  and  opposea  the  doctrines  advocated 
by  the  great  American  party.  They  came  into 
power  on  the  compromise  propositions  of  1850, 
and  in  their  train  followed  tne present  Executive, 
with  twenty-seven  States,  and  over  one  hundred 
and  sixty  members  of  the  popular  branch  in  the 
lastConetess.  Where  are  they  now?  That  party, 
collected  here  around  their  ruined  altar,  is  con- 
fessedly too  weak  to  organize  the  House,  and 
only  able  to  aid  factions,  and  thereby  prevent 
progress  with  the  regular  business  of  the  country. 

Let  me  say  to  gentlemen  now,  as  I  have  said 
before,  that  I  am  still  an  anti-Nebraska  man, 
and  that  I  will  continue  to  act  with  the  gentlemen 
who  are  opposed  to  the  principles  of  the  Kansas- 
Nebraska  Dill.  Yet,  in  all  the  distinctive  Amerieim 
doctrines,  I  am  as  sound  as  my  colleague,  [Mr. 
B^ooM.l  And  I  say  to  him,  that  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  repudiated  the  twBlflh  section;  and 
if  the  honorable  gentleman  will  acknowledge  the 
authority  of  the  council  which  met  in  the  city  of 
Reading,  he  cannot  advocate  the  election  of  Rny 
gentleman  on  that  section.  I  desire  to  say  it  to 
the  people  of  the  great  commercial  city  of  Phila- 
delpnia,  that  I  believe  they  are  anti-Nebraska 
to  the  core;  that  I  believe  they  voted  for  the 
Executive  of  Pennsylvania  and  for  honorable 
gentlemen  on  this  floor,  because  they  were  not 
willing  that  the  institution  of  slavery  should  ob- 
tain any  advantage  from  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri 
compromise  of  1^20. 


After  this  explanation,  Mr.  Clerk,  I  hope  that 
members  will  not  point  to  my  position  as  enig- 
matical. I  am  here  in  opposition  to  all  the  fea- 
tures of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  act;  and  I  shall 
so  remain.  I  will  vote  for  any  gentleman  on  the 
floor  of  this  House  who  professes  to  staud  by 
the  true  principles  of  Americanism,  and  hostility 
to  the  Kansas-Nebraska  act. 

Mr.  CADWALADER.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  do  not 
rise  with  the  siieiitest  desire  of  interfferigg  with 
these  domestic  mssensions  in  ths  fhmily  of  the 
so-called  American  party.-  This  quarrel  they 
may  fight  out  in  detail  for  our  present  and  future 
instruction,  if  not  for  theirimprovement  or  advant- 
age. I  rise,  because  there  fell  from  my  colleague, 
[Mr.  Broom,]  with  what  I  believe  to  have  been 
a  deluded,  though  perfect  sincerity,  certain  ref- 
erences to  past  occurrences  which  ne  chooses  to 
call  historical.  These  are  the  melancholy  occur- 
rences at  Philadelphia  in  the  years  1843  and  1844| 
when  this  •^mmcan party  was,  for  a  brief  season, 
an  open  instead  of^  a  secret  organization.  In 
those  days  there  were  occurrences  which  the 
honorable  gentleman  truly  describes  as  historical; 
but  he  has  given  what  I  believe  to^  an  altogether 
erroneous  statement  of  the  historical  fkcts  to 
which  he  refers. 

Let  me  briefly  state  what  is  the  version  of  those 
who  differ  from  him  with  equal  sincerity  of  belief, 
and  with  at  leait  equal  means  of  knowledge.  In 
every  great  city,  crowded  with  inhabitants,  there* 
is  a  portion  of  the  population  ready  to  take  part 
in  any  scenes  of  rapine,  or  murder,  or  arson,  Or 
religious  persecution — offenses  which,  for  pcdit- 
ical  purposes,  I  class  in  the  same  category.  For 
the  misdeeds  of  such  persons,  the  rest  of  the 
population  is  to  a  very  limited  extent  responsible, 
if  responsible  at  all.  Sir,  niy  native  city  is  not 
exempt  from  the  unavoidable  curse  of  harrin? 
within  her  limits  a  class  of  such  outlaws.  .  Thank 
Grod !  but  a  smaU  portion  of  her  population  is  of 
that  description.  In  the  years  1643->M4  there  were 
heralded,  m  front  of  the  awelUng-hfOUses  of  a  por- 
tion of  our  naturalized  population  who  professed 
a  religion  entitled  in  this  land  to  equal  toleration 
with  any  other,  placards  and  banners,  and  paraded 
through  the  streets  which  they  inhabited  with 
every  species  of  public  demonstration  insulting  to 
their  religious  creed.  Mobs,  composed  of  such 
outlaws  as  I  have  described,  paraded,  as  is  usual, 
through  certain  suburbs  of  the  city,  side  by  side 
with  those  who  thus  tauntingly  di8pla3red  these 
insultang  insignia.  As  soon  as  a  f^w  poor  hum^ 
bis  MUnndiM  dtisina  inn  goaded  inta  natufal 


expressions' of  resentment  at  tiiese  unproyoked 
insults,  then,  sir,  began  a  work  of  which  I  will 
only  mention  the  results.  The  results  wiU  suf- 
fice. These  results  were  the  burning  of  dweHing'- 
houses,  every  one  of  which  was  inhabited  by 
naturalized  caizens  and  Catholics. 

Mr.  WHITNEY.  Let  mo  ask  the  gantkoMB 
a  question. 

Mr.  CADWALAPER.  In  a  moment.  I 
say,  and  I  repeat  it,  that  they  burned  dweUii^ 
houses  of  poor,  uaoffending  citizens,  not  one  of 
them  a  native-born,  and  not  one  of  them  a  Pra- 
testant.  It  did  not  cease  here.  What  foUowad  ? 
Churohes  were  next  destroyed,  and  their  raaas 
smoked  in  the  city  for  days.  The  ofaurchca 
were  those  c^  our  fellow-oitizens  who  profeaaed 
the  Cathotic  reli|;ioB .  What  was  the  consequeaoe? 
This  party,  whidithu«>fora  season, alfra^iletf  an 
&jpen  organization,  dwindled  while  it  was  th«»aa 
open  organization  into  a  miserable,  pitiful  raai- 
nant  of  a  faction.  Diseraoed  and  deserted,  it 
shrank  from  the  light  and  disappeared.  Wfaan, 
and  how,  did  it  reappear?  It  reappeared  aAer 
some  years  as  a  aecnt  organization*  And  why  f 
Because  its  professors  am.  the  sagacity  to  per- 
ceive, or  had  learned  from  experience,  that,  wiieii^ 
ever  they  openly  disclosed  their  principles,  every 
man  of  education  and  of  liberal  and  enhghtemd 
patriotism  would  shrink,  as  the  members  of  thmr 
party  on  this  floor  now  shrink,  from  some  of  ^ke 
propositioDs  which  had  been  inculcated  in  tbeir 
secret  conventicles.    I  say  it  to  the,  honor  of  the 

gentlemen  who,  on  reflection,  do  so.  Here  wa 
nd  one  member  disclaiming  that  portixu^i;  an- 
other member  this  portion;  and  a  third  member 
another  portion  of  what  this  so-called  American 
party  had  primarily  proclaimed  as  their.disttnctrfe 
principles. 
Mr.  WHITNEY.  The  gentleman  from  Peso- 
dLmyiYBxiia.  has  givefi  to  the  House  the  begnmiag 


and  the  sequel  to  what  he  is  pleased  to  designate 
as  a  history.  I  would  ask  him  to  relate  the  mtar- 
mediate  events  of  that  history.  What  causes  led 
to  the  incendiary  acts  of  which  he  ^)eaks?  What 
provocation  was  given?  Were  not  Amsricana 
murdered  in  cold  blood  in  the  public  streeta? 
Were  they-not  slain  by  the  assassin's  bullets, fised 
firom  those  very  houses,  and  by  those  very  lipr^ 
eigners,  at  a  moment  when  those  AmeriHcaB  ^tt- 
zens  were  peaceably  exercising  a  conaUtutional 
right? 

Mr.  CADWALADER.  I  will  answer  the 
gentleman,  although  what  he  calls  a  question  is, 
m  an  interrogative  form,  a  repetition  of  die  very 
assertion  of  my  colleague  to  which  I  had  risen 
to  reply.    It  has  been  asserted 

Mr.  WHITNEY,  (interruptinff.)  Will  the 
gentleman  answer  my  question,  whether  Ameii* 
cans  were  not  murdered  from  those  houses? 

Mr.  CADWALADER.  It  has  been  asserted, 
and  the  assertion  has  been  contradicted,  that  the 
event  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
occurred.  I,  myselt,  do  not  believe  it;  and  I 
never  did. 

Mr.  WHITNEY.  Whatever  diversity  of  stata- 
ment  may  have  appeared  to  palliate  the  atrooitr* 
there  could  exist  no  diversity  of /sol.  The  csM 
corpses  of  eMt  murdertd  Jhmriedm  weve  there, 
the  ghastly,  but  silent  witnesses  of  the  ^ted  t 

Mr.  CADWALADER.  I  reply  by  saying 
that  there  Were  two  versioini  of  tnose  mcts,  and 
also  as  to  the  origin  of  the  occurrence.  These 
are  always  on  such  occasions  contradictory  asser- 
tions on  the  question  which  party  was  the  ag- 
gressor. The  gentleman  from  r^ew  York,  I  say 
again,  has  only  repeated,  in  the  form  of  an  ialer- 
rogatorV,  what  my  colleague  fhjm  Pennsylvaaia 
}MnmariIy  asserted.  There  is  here  again,  then»  I 
repeat,  a  different  version  of  that  part  of  those 
occurrences. 

If  the  fact  were  even  so,  that  a  poor  foreigner 
or  Catholic  was  taunted  into  an  act  of  lawless 
retaliation  for  unprovoked  insults,  would  that 
have  justified,  from  men  claiming  to  be  enlight- 
ened native  Citizens,  and  calling  themselves  Amer- 
icana,^ would  it  have  justified  a  species  of  revenge 
such  as  was  perpetrated  on  that  occasion,  in  a 
country  calling  itself  a  land  of  freedom, — arevengs 
more  cruel,  more  brutal,  and  more  ferocious  than 
that  of  the  savages  of  the  wilderness? 

Mr.  EDIE.  I  move  that  the  resolution  be  laid 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman 
from  P^maylvaiita  4o  iadulge  me  for  fire  mimties. 
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Mr.  EOIE.  Will  tHe  gentiemaii  renev  the 
motion  ? 

Mr.  WALKER.    I  will. 

Mr.  EDIE.    Then  I  withdraw  the  motia*. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  hsre  not  soo^t  the  floor, 
Mr.  Clerk,  for  the  purpose  of  participating ip  this 
discauioB,  or  with  a  view  of  atteraptrng^any^iing 
like  a  defense  of  the  principles  of  thc^Americaa 
party,  whirii  hane  this  day  been  assailed.  It  is 
mv  intention,  eCt  an  appropriate  season^,  and 
-when  by  the  rules  of  the  House  i  may  have  time 
ample  enough  to  enable  me  to  do  the  subject 
juMice,  to  avail  myself  of  such  an  occasion  for 
that  purpose.  But  I  rise  now,  sir,  for  a  dificrent 
«b^«et.  The  debate  to  which  we  have  listened 
this  morning  has,  as  has  been  very  apparent,  af^ 
forded  sreat  pleasure  and  amusement  to  one  side 
of  the  House;  and  whenever  the  ^unily  quarrel, 
if  I  may  call  it  so,  amongst  the  members  of  the 
■o-called  American  party,  became  warmer  and 
warmer,  and  whenever  tike  Clerk's  hammer  iell, 
why,  sir,  cries  were  heard  from  the  so-caUed 
Dexnocratie  portion  of  this  House  of  **  Let  the 
^Dtleaaango  en."  They  enjoyed  thifl  species 
of  what  they  doubtless  considered  mutual  slaugh- 
ter. 

NoWf  sir,  I  have  no  objeetion  to  some  merriment 
and  amusement,  even  if  be  at  the  expanse  of 
those  who  claim  to  belong  to  the  American  party; 
but  I  am  unwilling  that  all  the  amusement  shall 
be  upon  one  side  of  the  House.  While  the  debate 
has  tended  to  show  that  there  is  not  entire  i^nity 
and  harmony  in  the  American  party,  and  while 
tb&t  disclosure  hare  has  provoked  merriment  on 
-die.  part  of  my  Democratic  friends,  I  beg  to  call 
their  attention  to  an  authoritative  declar^ion  as 
to  the  condition  ^  their  own  party,  and  see 
whether  or  not  there  is  the  most  commendable 
harmony  in  their  own  ranks.  Sir,  I  read  from 
no  ephemeral  newspaper  of  ;the  day;  I  read  frq^ 
a  s^eeh  delivered  oy  one  of  their  most  distnP 
*  giusfaed  and  eloquent  members — a  gentleman  now 
oocupyin^  a  seat  upon  this  floor,  and  who  distin- 
guished  himself  as  a  member  during  the  last  Con- 
gress, and  especially  in  reference  to  the  Kansas- 
rfebraska  bill.  Here,  sir,  is  what  he  has  but 
very  lately  said,  with  regard  to  the  Democratic 
.  party.  [Loud  cries  of  "His  name!"]  I^will 
^ve  his  name  presently.  He  is  in  my  eye,  and 
'within  the  sound  of  my  voice.  He  is  an  eatively 
orthodox  State-Rights  Democrat. 

After  speakin|f  upon  the  general  topics  of  the 
day;  the  condition  of  parties;  the  fragments  into 
wluch  they  had,  under  the  force  and  stress  of 
circumstances,  been  resolved  in  all  sections  of  the 
country,  he  came  down  to  spenk  of  the  then  and 
the  present  condition  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  nere  is  what  he  says: 

*'  How  Aires  it  now  with  tbe  Democratic  party  ?  Its  ban- 
]i«s  still  glance  in  the  sun,  and  its  legions  stiU  rally  at  their 
ohieftalls'  biddinga.  But  what  inscriptions  are  on  the 
baaoers?  and.  what  cries  resound  over  the  field?  Are 
act  the  Softs  the  Democratic  party  in  New  Yoric  I  And 
lave  they  not  upon  their  flag  the  Wilmot  proviso,  in  the 
abapewof  <  nncoropromlsinslioetility  to  the  extension  of 
•lAave  territory?'  Did  not  Big^r,  in  his  canvass  for  Gov- 
ernor of  Pennsylvania,  carry  a  banner  with  Free-Soil  on 
one  side  and  Conservatism  on  the  other?  Did  not  the 
party  in  all  the  New  England  States  skullc  from  the  slavery 
question  ?  Is  the  |rieture  any  bri||hter  in  the  Northwest? 
Where,  in  lai  that  region,  save  Illuwis,  have  the  eonstita- 
tional  rights  of  the  South  been  upheld  ?  Uow  stands  the 
party  even  upon  the  Ncbraslca  bill  ? 

^  In  the  free  States  it  is  maintained  upon  the  groirad  of 
sqaacter  soverdpity,  and  alien  sufihige,  and*  noitbem  Hsr 
eUitiesfor  ccrionization.  Can  the  South  uphold  it  upon  these 
grounds?  Who  here  will  indorse  the  monstrous  doctrine 
of  squatter  sovereignty,  bom  of  political  cowardice  and 
•elAih  ambition?  where,  then,  is  the  unfty  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party?  It  diflen  in  the  deftnse  even  of  its  flinda- 
nseatal  meaauies." 

That  is  the  latiguase  employed  by  my  honor- 
able friend  fVom  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Kbitt]  in 
a  speech  lately  delivered  at  Bcu-nwell  coutt-house, 
in  the  State  of  South  Carolina.  [Much  merri- 
ment.] Now,  what  a  spectacle  is  here  presented  ? 
Some  days  ago,  my  distinguished  fnend  fVom 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  Cox,]  in  an  able  effort  upon 
this  floor,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  how  much 
dissension  and  difference  of  opinion  there  is  in 
the  Democratic  party,  thought  proper  to  call  to 
the  stand  as  witnesses  certain  gentlemen  ranged 
and  fighting  under  a  hostile  banner,  in  order  to 
show  what  had  been  the  course  of  the  discussion 
by  Democrats  in  the  free  States  upon  the  Kan- 
sas-Nebraska bill.  Shortly  afterwards,  the  dis- 
tinguished gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Cobb,] 
in  a  spirit  of  mbuke,  expressed  nis  surprite  ana 


astonishment  that  any  man  coming  from  the 
southern  States  should,  for  the  purpose  even  of 
exposing  the  weakness  and  division  of  an  ad- 
verse party,* resort  to  such  testimony.  Now,  sir, 
I  do  not  do  that  upon  this  occasion.  I  go  to  their 
own  household,  and  teike  as  ray  witness  one  of 
their  best,  their  ablest,  and  most  reliable  members. 

Now  I  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of  making 
a  speech.  I  had  no  idea  that  this  discussion 
would  have  sprung  up  in  this  Hall  this  momine. 
I  have  heard,  coming  frcmi  the  Americans,  mucn 
said  about  Americanism,  which  I  cannot  but  feel 
is  utterly  abhorrent  to  my  sense  of  right  and 
jnstioe.  But,  sir,  I  could  not  well  keep  silence 
when  I  saw  the  repast  which  my  Democratic 
friends  seemed  to  be  enjoying,  in  witnessing  what 
they  considered  a  family  quarrel  in  the  American 
party.  They  may  take  the  testimony  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Ceurolina  [Mr.  Kbitt]  as 
to  their  own  condition,  and  I  think  the  laugh  will 
be  upon  the  other  side. 

"  I  promised  to  renew  the  motion  to  lay  the  reso- 
lution upon  the  table,  and  I  now  make  that  motion. 

The  ouestion  was  put  upon  the  motion  to  lay 
the  resolution  upon  the  table,  and  the  Cierk  de- 
clared that  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  BROOM.  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  the  cidl  is 
too  late. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  desire  to  say  a  word  or 
two  in  reference  to  some  remarks  which  f^ll  fVom 
my  colleague.  [Cries  of  "Call  the  roll  I 'T  I 
move  that  when  tnis  House  adjouras  it  acy  eum  to 
meet  on  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  READE.  I  desire  a  f^w  minutes  in  order 
to  set  the  position  of  the  American  party  right 
before  the  House,  and  in  reply  to  some  remarks 
which  have  fhllen  fh>m  the  gentleman  from  Qeor- 
gia,  [Mr.  STEraiNsJ 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  have  been  struggling 
several  times  to  set  the  floor  during  the  morning, 
and  I  am  not  inclined  to  relinquish  it  now  I  have 
got  it.  Do  I  understand  that  the  Clerk  recog- 
nized me  as  havingthe  floor ? 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  did  recognize  the 
gentleman. 

Mr.  BROOM.  Will  the  gentleman  allow  me 
a  moment?  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order.  The 
result  of  the  vote  on  the  motion  to  lay  upon  the 
tabl^ad  not  been  announced  when  I  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays.  I  wish  to  have  the  decision 
of  the  Clerk  upbn  the  question  whether  my  de- 
mand was  not  in  time. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  distinctly  recollects 
that  the  gentleman  A*om  Pennsylvama  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays  after  the  result  of  the  vote  had 
been  announced. 

Mr.  STEPHEI!i|.  I  trust  there  will  be  no 
objection  to  takingine  yeas  and  nays  upon  the 
question,  as  the  gentleman  called  for  them. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  The  question  has  been  once 
decided,  and  I  object  to  going  back. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania rises  to  say,  that  the  decision  upon  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  taole  had  not 
been  announced  when  he  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays.  The  Clerk  thinks  the  question  nad  been 
decided  befbre  he  heard  or  recognized  the  gentle- 
man. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia.  I  beg  leave  to  suggest 
to  the  Clerk,  that  after  he  has  decided  that  a  mo- 
tion is  carried  or  lost,  it  is  not  too  late  to  call  foT 
the  yeas  and  nays.  Such  was  the  practice  of  the 
House  when  I  was  familiar  with  it.  It  is  not  too 
late,  because  the  Constitution  authorizes  one  fifth 
of  the  members  to  require  that  a  record  shall  be 
made  of  the  vote  by  yeas  and  nays;  and  until 
the  House  passes  to  some  other  business,  or  has 
taken  some  step  towards  other  business,  it  is  not 
too  lite  to  demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  EDIE.    According  to  ^e  position  of  the 

?»ntleman  fVom  Gteorgia,  the  gentleman  from 
ennsyWania  is  too  late  in  his  demand,  because 
a  motion  has  since  been  submitted. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  After  a  ouestion  has  been 
once  decided,  I  think  we  should  abide  by  it;  and 
I  oMect  to  bringing  up  the  matter  again. 

Mr.  PLORESiCE.  I  think  ^he  difficulty  can 
be  obviated  by  oflerino^  the  same  resolution  again. 

Mr.  BROOM.  I  withdraw  my  demand  for  the 
yeas  and  nays.  / 

Mr.  COBB.  I  understand  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvemia  withdraws  his  demand  for  the  yeas 
and  nays;  but  nevertheless  I  cannot  acqimsos  m 
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the  decision  of  the  Chair.  I  know  that  fyr  the 
two  years  I  had  the  honor  of  presiding  over  this 
House,  and  for  two  3rears  piWious  thereto,  the 
practice  as  I  have  kid  it  down  existed,  and  as 
that  practice  is  confirmed  by  the  Constitution,  I 
cannot  yield  the  point. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  withdrawmy  motion  in 
reference  to  the  adjournment,  and  move  to  i^- 
scind  the  rule  by  \vTiich  debate  has  been  limited 
to  ten  minutes.  During  the  discussion  this  morn- 
ing between  the  gen&man  from  Pennsylvania, 
[Mr.  Broom,]  and  my  immediate  colleague, as  to 
the  position  which  the  American  party  occupies  in 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  during  ithe  very 
ek>quent  appeal  of  my  colleague  to  the  American- 
ism of  gentlemen  upon  this  floor,  to  unite  and 
effect  the  election  of  a  Shaker  by  the  union  of 
those  elements  of  Americanism,  the*  gentleman 
poesibhv-  forgot  the  position  of  the  Amencan  party 
m  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  a  few  short  months 
ago.  I  desired,  during  a  former  discussion  be- 
tween the  Pennsylvania  members  upon  this  floor, 
to  recite  a  small  portion  of  the  history  of  the  com- 
mingling of  the  **  black  spirits  ana  white,  the 
blue  spirits  and  gray,"  in  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. Just  previous  to  the  last  State  election, 
there  were  three  distinct  nominations  made  in  our 
State.  The  American  party,  through  its  councils, 
nominated  Peter  Martin  as  candidate  for  Canal 
Commissioner—^ 

Mr.  CUMBACK,  (interrupting.^  I  desire  to 
know  what  the  question  is  befbre  tne  House? 

Mr.  FLORENCE.    I  do  npt  yield  the  floor. 

Mr.  CUMBACK.  I  rise  to  a  question  of 
order. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  fW>m  Pennsyl- 
vania moves  to  rescind  the  ten-minute  rule.  - 

Mr.  CUMBACK..The  gentleman,  then,  is  not 
speaking  to  his  motion. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  does  not  undertaJre 
to  confine  gentlemen,  in  their  discussion,  to  the 
motion  before  the  House. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  Th^  Whigs  nominated 
Joseph  Henderson,  and  the  Republican  party 
nominated  the  martyr,  so  called,  Passmore  Wil- 
liamson, for  Canal  Commissioner.  Confusion 
worse  c^gfounded  reigned  within  our  borders.  A 
convention,  meeting  at  night,  in  the  city  of  Har- 
risburg,  the  capital  of  our  State,  engineered  by 
David  Wilmot 

Mr.  COVODE.  I  desire  to  correct  the  gentle- 
man in  his  statement. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  The  eentleman  can  have 
an  opportunity ,  after  I  shall  have  finished  what  I 
have  to  say,  to  vindicate  the  truth  of  history,  so 
far  as  the  cnaracter  and  purpose  of  gentlemen  par- 
ticipating in  it  are  concerned,  and  who  the  individ- 
uals were.  The  facts,  however,  of  the  action  of 
thatcommingling,  I  apprehend,  will  notbedented 
I,  indeed,  do  not  care  who  the  individuals  were  who 
initiated  that  night  session,  at  the  sacrifice  of  the 
spirit  of  Americanism,  as  understood  by  my  im- 
mediate colleague,  [Mr.  Broom,]  who  is  a  na- 
tiomJ  or  a  twelfth-section  American .  This  night 
session— and  I  suppose  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Co- 
vode]  will  justify  me  in  the  aeolaration  that  the 
meeting  took  place  at  night — this  night  session, 
held  somewhere  in  Hamsburg,  in  the 

<*  Wee  ama*  hours  ayont  the  twal," 
or  periiaps  it  is  more  truthful  to  say  it  pro- 
longed its  deliberations  until  between  one  and 
two  in  the  morning— concluded,  with  the  consent 
of  the  chairman  of  the  American  organization,  to 
withdraw  the  name  of  Peter  Martin.  The  chair- 
man of  the  Whig  Central  Committee  withdrew 
the  name  of  Joseph  Henderson;  and  that  portion 
of  them  who  sympathized  with  the  so-generally 
called  martyr,  Passmore  Williamson,  took  down 
his  name;  and  they  nominated  Thomas  Nichol- 
son as  the  candidate  of  the  fusion  party.  They 
did  it— those  patriotic  Americans  did  it— because 
Pennsylvania  could  only  thus  speak  against  the 
iniquity  of  the  Nebraska  swindle,  as  theyorere 
pleasea  to  denominate  it,  and  by/Umoti  witti  all 
the  iams,  and  by  the  medium  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred. 

My  colleague  [Mr.  Broom]  will  tiierefore  ac- 
complish noSiing  by  appeaUng  to,  or  invoking 
the  spirit  of  Americanism  upon  this  floor,  so  far 
as  many  of  our  ec^eaguesare  concerned.  They 
are  wooded  to  the  imu  of  the  day,  and  I  presume 
care  but  Httle  for  Americanism,  except  so  far 
as  it  may  be  made  available  to  the  support  and. 
aiteeeqfi  of  Abf^tionitm,  Frae-SoUism,  or  soma 
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other,  or  all,'  of  the  single  idens  of  the  day.  I  fear 
National  Americanism  is  not  to  be  found  in  their 
political  vocabulary,  or  is  not  regarded  as  the 
substantial  element  of  success  in  their  ardent 
contest  for  the  Speakership  jiroceeding  daily  on 
this  floor.  This  much  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to 
say  to  gentlemen  who  are  talking  of  the  national 
organization  of  the  American  party  in  Pennsyl- 
vania; and,  Mr.  Clerk,  letme  say  to  the  gentlpman 
from  the  Schuylkill  district,  [Mr.  Campbell,! 
that  the  commercial  people  of  Philadelphia— ana 
I  call  speak  for  a  large,  portion  of  the  American 
party  tliere*— are  opposed  to  the  agitation  of  this 
question  of  slavery.  Philadelphia,  at  least,  stands 
out  in  her  national  position  as  an  advocate  of  the 
equal  rights  of  the  citizens  of  all  the  States  of  this 
Confederacy.  And  this  is  evidenced  by  the 
declaratioif  of  many  of  the  American  councils 
sustaining  by  resolutions,  which  have  been  pub- 
lished in  the  newspapers  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, the  position  of  my  colleagues  [Messrs. 
Broom  and|MiLLWARD]  in  theirvotes  for  Speaker 
in  the  contest  now  going  on  here.  And  I  say  to 
these  gentlemen,  that  as  far,  at  least,  as  the  city 
of  Philadelphia  is  concerned,  they,  by  their 
national  position,  coincide  with  the  universalsen- 
timent  oi  its  citizens. 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  declaring  that  Philadel- 
phia, in  its  length  and  breadth,  wdl  prove  itself 
eminently  national  in  all  its  acts,  opinions,  and 
sentiments,  and  will  adhere  to  that  position,  sus- 
taining, by  its  great  commercial,  social,  and  polit- 
ical influence  and  power,  the  declaration  of  the 
Sage  of  the  Hermitage,  "The  Union,  it  must  be 
preserved.** 

And  now,  sir,  the  gentleman  refers  to  the  scenes 
which  took  place  in  the  city  of  Phili^delphia  in 
1844.  I  had  hoped,  sir,  that  a  veil  would  have 
been  forever  thrown  over  the  disgrace  inflicted  on 
the  fair  fame  of  my  native  city  at  that  period. 
But,  sir,  as  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr. 
Walker]  introduced  evidence  on  thb  floor  a 
moment  ago,  so  do  I  now  introduce,  as  a  witness 
against  the  American  party,  a  gentleman  of  their 
own,  now  occupying  a  prominent  position  in  their 
own  party.  The  Hon.  Edward  Joy  Morris,  my 
predecessor  on  this  floor,  and  my  coiBsetitor  at 
the  last  election, — although  now  profiSsing  to  be 
a  representative  of  the  American  principles,  and 
nominated  by  the  American  parly, — in  a  speech 
which  he  delivered  during  a  contest  between  my 
immediate  predecessor,  himself,  and  myself,  sev- 
eral years  agp,  said  that  the  burning  walls  of  St. 
Augustine  should  proclaim  their  infamy — refer- 
ring to  the  then  Native  American  organiaation — to 
all  coining  time.  And  1  will  state  to  you,  Mr. 
Clerk,  that  that  temple,  dedicated  to  the  worship 
of  the  living  God,  which  was  thus  burned  down, 
was  at  least  a  mile,  and  probably  more  than  a 
mile,  from  the  scene  of  either  of  the  riots  which 
disgraced  our  city  in  1844.  The  people  worship- 
ing at  its  altar— except  that  they  entertained  a 
religious  belief  obnoxious  to  the  violent  mob 
which  disgraced  our  city  at  that  time — had  com- 
mitted no  oflense.  I  might  retort  upon  gentle- 
men, by  referring  to  the  scenes  which  took  place 
recently  in  Cincinnati,  in  Louisville,  a^d  in  Kew 
Orleans,  where  the  ballot-boxes  were  broken  to 
pieces  to  prevent  an  expression  by  American 
citizens  of  their  opinions  now  America  should  be 
ruled,  but  I  will  not  do  so.  All  good  citizens,  all 
lovers  of  our  country,  and  its  glorious  institu- 
tions, deprecate  appeals  to  the  passions  of  a  mob, 
which  **  rules  the  nour  **  of  madness,  and  are  then 
held  in  abhorrence  by  even  those  who  have  for- 
gotten their  duty  and  self-respect  by  a  participa- 
tion in  them .    Crod  know» [Here  the  hammer 

fell.] 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  I  have  not  arisen,  Mr.  Clerk, 
at  the  present  time,  to  enter  into  a  discussion  on 
the  resolution  submitted  by  my  friend  from  Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr.  Florbncb;]  neither  have  I  arisen 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  part  in  the  discussion 
of  the  principles  of  the  great  American  party, 
which  h&s  cut  so  distinguished  a  figure  here  this 
morning.  I  have  arisen  for  an  er^tirely  different 
purpose.  The  honorable  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama, [Mr.  Walker,]  appearing  not  to  enjoy 
quite  so  much  as  we  did  on  this  side  of  the 
House  the  amusement  which  was  produced  by 
the  manifest  harmony  and  concord  of  the  great 
American  family,  arose  for  the  purpose — as  he  de- 
.  clared — of  showing  that  the  Democratic  party  were 
scarcely  more  harmonioua.    And  he  did  lyicceed 


in  showing  that^a  little  laugh  could  be  produced 
at  the  expense  of  this  side  of  the  House.  How, 
sir,  did  the  gentleman  do  that  ?  He  undertook  to 
establish  our  want  of  harmony  and  uniformity 
of  faith  and  doctrines,  by  citing  the  authority  of 
my  honorable  friend  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Keitt.]  And,  sir,  I  think — to  give  the  authority 
the  more  point  and  the  more  force — he  claimed 
that  that  honorable  and  distinguished  gentleman 
is  a  member  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  a  lead- 
ing member  of  that  party.  Sir,  no  man  respects 
more  than  I  do  the  talents  and  merita  of  the  non- 
orable  member  from  South  Carolina,  but  I  take 
it  upon  myself  to  say — and  he  will  not  contradict 
the  assertion  which  I  make — that  he  is  not  claimed 
by  the  Democratic  party  as  a  member,  nor  does 
he  claim,  himself,  to  be  a  member  of  that  organi- 
zation. He  agrees  with  many  of  our  principles. 
He  sides  "with  us  on  many  of  the  important 
issues.  But  yet  he  does  not  claim  to  be  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Democratic  party;  and  I  believe  that 
when  he  made  that  very  speech  referred  to  by  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama,  [^Mr.  Walker,]  he 
was  persuading  his  fellow-citizens  of  South  Car- 
olina not  to  send  delegates  to  the  Democratic  Con- 
vention at  Cincinnati. 

But,  sir,  as  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  has 
undertaken  to  produce  authority,  and  has  made 
the  condition  or  the  Democratic  party  a  question 
of  authority,  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of'^introducing 
some  on  our  part  to  counterbalance  that  which 
he  has  introduced.  I  shall  not  cite  the  authority 
of  any  man  with  whom  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama is  not  acquainted,  nor  shall  I  take  authority 
about  the  validity  of  which  the  gentleman  may 
raise  any  question.  I  refer,  sir,  to  the  distin- 
guished member  fVom  the  Mobile  district  of  the 
State  of  Alabama  [Mr.  Walker]  himself.  Do  we 
not  all  know  tliat  he  rose  on  this  floor  in  the  early 
part  of  the  session,  and  in  a  very  patriotic  speech 
said,  that  the  conservative  men  of  this  House 
ought  to  unite  for  the  purpose  of  oi^nizing  it; 
ana  to  show  his  appreciation  of  the  soundness  of 
the  Democratic  party  here,  he  invited  them  to 
meet  the  national  Americans,  and  other  conserv- 
ative men  of  this  body,  in  friendly  consultation  ? 
He  was  willing  to  unite  with  us  in  consultation 
and  to  cooperate  with  us.  What  was  that  but  an 
indorseincnt  of  the  conservative  position  of  the 
Democratic  party  in  this  House  ?  Ay,  sir,  the 
honorable  gentleman,  when  he  comes  to  ^ious 
work,  cannot  help  recollecting  the  old  paths  in 
which  he  lately  found  safety,  the  old  party  on 
wjiich  he  lately  relied,  and  the  old  doctrines  which 
he,  a  short  time  ago,  revered.  Yes,  sir,  though 
his  new  love  in  tne  beginning  may  have  been 
strong,  and  though  he  is  still  fighting  under  an- 
other name  and  a  new  fla^yet  he  cannot  help 
turning  occasionally  back  iiRiemory  to  the  time 
when  he  was  working  earnestly,  faithfully,  and 
effectively  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  he 
cannot  refrain  from  occasionally  rendering  them 
the  tribute  of  his  admiration  for  their  sound  and 
conservative  faith  and  position. 

Mr.  WALKER.    Will  the  genUeman 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  The  gentleman  will  excuse 
me;  I  shall  be  through  in  a  minute. 

Mr.  WALKER.  1  do  not  ask  the  gentleman 
to  yield.  I  only  hope  the  House  will  allow  me 
to  reply  when  he  gets  through;  that  is  all. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  Now,  Mr.  Clerk,  one  word 
more.  The  gentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Walk- 
er] referred  also  to  the  speech  recently  made 
upon  this  floor 'by  my  friend  from  Kentucky 
[Mr.  Cox]  over  the  way,  who  is  now  in  my  eye. 
That  gentleman  did  undertake,  the  other  dfay,  in 
the  course  of  his  remarks,  to  call  forth  the  testi- 
mony of  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  bitterly  opposed  in  politics  both  to  him 
and  myself,  to  prove  unsoundness  and  w^t  of 
harmony  in  the  Democratic  party.  Yet  in  that 
very  speech,  in  a  candid  moment,  the  gentleman 
himself  [Mr.  Cox]  admitted  that  the  Democratic 
party  were  sound  and  conservative,  and  only 
asked  that  we  should  make  the  same  ftdmlssion 
for  him  and  his  party. 

Mr,  COX.  Will  the  gentleman  allow  me  to 
explain  ? 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  I  have  but  a  word  more.  I 
say,  that  having  the  admission  or  declaration  of 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  and  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky,  both  of  them  acting  in  an- 
tagonism to  the  Democratic  party,  as  to  the 
soundness  and  conservatism  of  that  party,  may 


we  not  claim  to  offset  them  against  the  contrary 
statement  of  my  friend  from  South  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Keitt,]  wno  does  not  belong  to  our  organ- 
ization ?  The  question  as  to  the  relative  weight 
of  these  authorities  I  can  safely  leave  to  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Alabama. 

Mr.  WALKER.  The  object  I  had  in  view 
at  first  has  been  partially  attained.  It  was  to 
awaken  a  voice  fVom  the  old  Democracy.  I  wished 
to  ascertain,  if  possible,  whet{}er  anything  like 
party  conscience  was  left  among  them.  [Laugh- 
ter.] My  object  was  to  ascertam  whether  there 
was  anything  like  a  spirit  of  fairness  left  amonr 
them.  My  friend  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Bogockj 
has  undertaken  a  response,  and  what  does  it 

show? 

"  Let  the  galled  Jade  wince.'* 

The  gentleman  says  that  1  am  a  credible  and 
good  witness  to  what  he  calls  the  conservatism 
of  the  Democratic  party. 

And,  sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  woul4'fain 
involve  me  in  an  inconsistency.  Why,  in  the 
remarks  I  addressed  to  the  House  the  other  day, 
did  I  use  the  word  conservatism,  as  applied  to 
the  Democratic  party?  And,  sir,  this  morning, 
what  was  my  object  r  what  my  aim  ?  ^  I  called  to 
my  aid  one  who  is  not  a  Democrat  in  the  tech- 
;iical  sense  of  that  term,  but  who  has  been  assid- 
uously and  constantly  pulling  under  the  yoke  of 
the  Democratic  party  and  of  the  Democratic  cau- 
cus; who  has  voted,  from  the  opening  of  the  ses- 
sion up  to  the  present  time,  for  the  nominee  of  the 
Democratic  party  for  Speaker.  I  cited  the  speech 
made  by  him  at  Barnwell  court-house,  in  South 
Carolina,  not  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  his 
argument  was  against  the  conservatism  of  the 
Democratic  party,  but  for  the  purpose,  as  I  then 
stated,  of  showing  that  there  was  no  unity  or  A«^ 
piony  of  feeling  or  oninion  in  that  party%  I  said 
M||at  they  had  mislea  the  country  by  substituting 
^measure  for  a  prindpU.  I  said  that  your  party 
had  advocated  the  Kansas  and  Nebraska  bill  in* 
one  latitude,  because  it  contained  what  they  called 
the  great  idea  of  popular  or  squatter  sovereignty; 
in  another  latitude,  it  was  supported  for  another 
and  a  wholly  different  reason.  And  what  was 
that? 

Sir,  what  is  the  prevailing  southern  opinion  on 
the  question  of  territorial  government.  Why,  I 
take  it  to  be  this,  in  spite  of  the  authority  of  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jokes,]  and  the 
equally,  in  my  opinion,  unsound  and  objection- 
able opinion  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Clinch  an,  J  to  the  contrary. 
What,  I  say,  is  the  prevailingopinion  in  the  South 
upon  that  subject  ?  1  will  briefly  state  what  I  con- 
sider it  to  be. 

I  believe  that  the  Territories  are  the  common 
property  of  the  States  as  co-sovereigns;  that  to- 
these  Territories  the  people  of  all  the  "States  have 
equally  the  right  to  emigprate,  and  to  tale  their 

I  property  of  every  kind  with  them;  that  Coneress 
las  no  power  to  prohibit  tlic  introduction  of  that 
property,  whatever  it  may  be;  that  the  people  of 
the  Territories  have  no  power,  while  in  a  con- 
dition of  territorial  pupilage;  that  the  Territorial 
Legislatures  have  no  power  to  legislate  upon  the 
subject  of  slavery;  that  not  until  the  people  of 
the  State  meet  in  convention  for  the  purpose  of 
framing  an  organic  law,  preparatory  to  their  ad- 
mission into  the  Union  as  a  sovereign  State,  does 
thepower  to  legislate  upon  the  question  of  slavery 
sprmg  into  being. 

Now,  sir,  to  go  back  to  the  purpose  for  which 
I  arose.  I  did  admit  in  the  speech  to  which 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  alluded,  (and  I  am 
ready  frankly  now  to  admit)  the  conservatism  of 
the  Democratic  party.  Yet,  sir,  when  I  presented 
a  proposition  by  way  of  compromise,  the  other 
day,  to  the  Democratic  party  of  the  House,  how 
was  it  received  ?  It  was  spumed  (tliou^h  not 
in  terms  personally  offensive)  by  tne  leader  of 
that  party  in  this  House  (1  allude  to  J.  Glanct 
Jones,  of  Pennsylvania.)  I  ask  this  House, 
then — I  ask  the  country,  if  the  manner  in  which 
they  received  it  was  not  a  recognition  of  the  same 
spirit  of  want  of  confidence  and  discontent  to 
which  I  have  alluded  ? 

Now,  sir,  what  I  said  was  simply  this:  that  I 
was  tired  of  this  vain  sirugde;  that  while  I  ad- 
mitted, to  a  certain  extent,  tne  force  of  party  ob- 
ligations, yet  there  was  in  my  mind,  and  I  trusted 
always  would  be,  a  sense  of  obligations  higher 
than  those  of  party.    I  believed  that  the  country 
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WTLH  demanding  a  proper  organization  of  this 
House,  and  for  one  t  was  willing  to  make  some- 
thing eren  like  a  surrender  of  party  position,  and 
ask  the  thinking,  the  thoughtful,  and  the  con- 
servatiTe  men — the  men  who  eire  content  with 
things  as  they  are,  the  men  who  are  prepared  to 
stand  by  existing  laws  of  the  land,  and  who  are 
moved  uy  a  sense  of  duty,  by  every  demand  of 
patriotism,  by  the  reverence  which  they  owe  to 
tlie  past,  by  the  hopes  whicl*  they  sliould  enter- 
tain for  the  future  of  our  country — to  meet  on  a 
common  platform,  making  mutual  surrenders,  and 
banishing  for  a  time  to  his  dark  and  unholy  den 
the  fell  spirit  of  par|y,  and  see  .whether  they 
could  not,  as  good  men  and  true,  as  real  patriots, 
efiect  an  organization  of  this  House  as  it  should 
be,  for  the  sake  of  the  laws  and  the  general  peace 
of  the  country. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr,  Bococe] 
expresses  his  regret  that  I  should  have  left  the 
"  good  old  paths  in  which  I  have  been  accustomed 
to  tread . '  *  I  beg  him  to  d  ismiss  his  anxiety  upon 
that  score.  I  am  walking  in  the  path  cut  dut  by 
our  fathers,  and  which  leads  to  the  Constitution; 
A  path  whereon  there  are  no  false  lights  to  blind 
me — a  path  from  which  I  cannot  be  won  to  leave 
by  tlie  ignes  futui  which  have  led  others  into  the 
quagmires  of  party  ism. 

Mr.  COX.  I  desire  to  make  a  personal  ex- 
planation. 

Mr.  READE.  With  the  gentleman's  indul- 
gence, I  would  just  say  a  word. 

Mr.  COX.  1  have  but  a  few  remarks  to  make, 
and  the  gentleman  can  have  the  floor  when  I  conjl 
elude  what  I  have  to  say. 

Mr.  READE.  Very  wcU.  I  will  wait  till 
then. 

Mr.  COX.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  had  no  idea  that  I 
would  have  been  involved  in  this  discussion. 
My  friend  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Bocock]  rose  up, 
ana  as  I  happened  to  accidentally  pass  up  the 
main  entrance,  he  casta  little  pebble  at  me.  I  am 
sure  that  he  did  not  ii^tend  to  charge  me  with  any 
inconsistency  in  any  assertions  of  mine;  but  it 
did  seem  as  though  he  wanted  to  place  me' in  the 
position  of  summoning  witnesses  to  the  stand 
in  order  to  prove  a  fact  which  I  did  not  myself 
believe.  In  the  course  of  my  remarks  the  other 
day,  I  did  say  that  1  thought  the  Democraticparty 
was  sound  on  the  slavery  question,  taking  the 
resolutions  of  their  caucus  as  being  the  expressed 
sentiment  and  belief  of  that  party.  But  nobody 
could  have  inferred  from  my  remarks  on  the  oc- 
casion mentioned,  that  I  was  of  •the  opinion  that 
every  member  of  that  party  was  sound  on  the 
slavery  question.  By  no  means.  I  do  not  judge 
a  parly  by  the  practice  or  the  faith  of  some  of 
its  votaries.  It  is  an  unfair  way  of  reaching  the 
fact.  It  is  proved,  however,  by  the  testimony 
which  I  adduced  before  the  House,  that  the 
E^ansas-Nebraska  act  was  advocated  by  Demo- 
crats of  the  North  as  a  measure  of  freedom.  I 
brought  the  witnesses  to  the  stand,  and  there 
was  a  rattling  of  dry  bones.     [Laughter.] 

Is  it  possible  that  it  has  come  to  this,  ^hat  the 

Sirit  of  the  Democratic  party  is  in  opposition  to 
e  statenient,  on  this  floor,  of  the  exact  history 
of  issues  in  a  political  canvass?  You  charge  me 
with  proscription.  I  will  not  go  into  a  discussion 
of  that  point  to-day;  but  I  have  not,  and  never 
shall,  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  the  Representative 
of  any  portion  of  the  American  people  shall  not 
testify  to  the  points  of  a  political  controversy 
which  has  agitated  the  nation. 

Gentlemen  in  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol — hon- 
orable Seuato^p — have  thought  proper  to  allude 
to  an  inquisition  that  was  alleged  to  have  taken 
place  here.  They,  in  their  statements,  only  served 
to  bear  out  the  testimony  of  the  witnesses  in  this 
House,  that  the  Democratic  party  of  the  North 
took  the  ground  that  the  people  of  the  Territories 
had  the  right  to  legislate  on  tlie  subject  of  slavery 
during  their  territorial  existence,  and,  by  impli- 
cation, that  it  was  a  great  measure  for  freedom. 
1  say,  again,  when  a  party  comes  into  this  House 
and  presents  a  resolution  correct  in  itself,  that  I 
am  willing  to  admit  the  platform  is  sound;  but  I 
cannot  help  condemning  the  hypocrisy  of  men 
who  say,  *<  I  advocate  it  on  that  ground  here,  but 
take  another  one  at  home. "  This  is  my  view  of 
the  matter;  and  is  all  I  have  to  say.  I  yield 
to  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr. 
RbaokJ 

Mr.  READE.    Mr.  Clerk,  I  haye  only  a  few 


words  to  say  to  the  House  at  this  time.  1  desire 
but  to  call  tne  attention  of  the  House  to  the  re- 
marks which  were  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Greorgia,  [Mr.  Stephens,]  in  regard  to  the  charge 
of  reugious  intolerance  -against  the  American 
party,  simply  for  the  purpose  of  stating  our  po- 
sition in  referenoe  to  tne  subject.  And  when  our 
position  is  known,  when  there  can  be  no  doubt 
about  it,  we  may  then,  at  tlie  proper  time,  chal- 
lenge discussion  on  it,  not  in  the  sense  of  defi- 
ance, but  in  this  sense:  that  on  any  position  we 
take,  we  are  willing  to  meet  a  manly  argument 
in  a  manly  way. 

I  admit,  if  the  charge  which  is  made  against  the 
American  pdrty  is  true  in  the  sense  in  which  it  is 
made  and  understood,  that  it  then  ought  to  ^o 
down;  but  the  charge  is  untrue  in  the  sense  m 
which  it  is  made  and  understood.  Those, 'there- 
fore, who  make  it  ought  to  cease  to  make  it,  or 
make  it  good.    Manliness  requires  it. 

Mr.  DAVIDSON.*!  will,  with  the  gentleman  *s 
permission,  ask  him  a  question.  If  the  gentle- 
man *s  so-called  American  party  is  not  proscrip- 
tive,  why' then  did  the  National  Council  which 
met  at  Fhiladclphia  reject  the  Catholic  portion 
of  the  Louisiana  delegation  ? 

Mr.  READE.  I  am  going  to  state  the  position 
of  the  American  party  plainly  and  distinctly,  not 
for  the  purpose  of  discussing  it  now,  but  in  order 
that  it  may  he  discussed  hereafter.  I  had  tlic  gen- 
tleman's  point  in  view  at  the  time  I  put  the  ques- 
tion to  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia, 
[Mr.  Stephens,!  whether  or  not,  if  a  man  pre- 
sents himself  to  him  as  a  candidate  for  office,  and 
avows  at  the  time  that  he  holds  religious  opin- 
ions inconsistent  with  the  freedom  and  safety  of 
the  country, Tie  would  vote  for  such  a  man  ?  I  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  and  the  country  to  the 
fact  that  he  would  not,  on  that  question,  give  us 
even  the  glimmering  light  of  a  dark  lantern ;  that 
he  would  not  do  so  much  as  intimate  his  opinion, 
and  that  he  was  advised  by  his  friends  not  to 
answer. 

Now,  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  what  is  the  dif- 
ference between  us  on  this  question ,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  meeting  it  fairly,  I  again  propound 
the  question  to  the  gentleman,  or  to  any  opponent 
of  the  American  policy  on  this  floor.  If  a  can- 
didate for  office,  or  a  man  in  office,  avows,  or,  of 
your  own  knowledge,  without  his  avowal,  you 
know  the  fact,  that  he  holds  religious  opinions 
inconsistent  with  the  frce^jlom  and  safety  of  the 
country,  would  you  vote  for  him  ?  Where  is  even 
an  intimation  of  your  opinion  on  that  subject? 
Will  anybody  strine  a  lignt  ?  [Laughter.]  Has 
nobody  so  much  as  a  dark  lantern  in  his  hand  to 
sh(5d  a  little  light  on  the  subject?  Tell  me,  will 
you  vote  for  a  man  for  office,  or  if  a  man  be  in 
office,  will  you  keep  him  there,  if  he  has  religious 
opinions  inconsistent  with  the  freedom  and  safety 
of  his  country  ?  Let  the  country  know  that  to 
that  question — a  fair  one,  everybody  will  admit — 
there  comes  no  answer.  Gentlemen  cannot  an- 
swer that  question;  gentlemen  are  afhdd.  I  do 
not  mean  in  the  sense  of  cowardice,  but  gentle- 
men are  afraid  to  answer  yes,  and  go  before  the 
country;  they  ar6  afraid  to  answer  it  any  way, 
because  if  they  consider  it  at  all,  why  then  they 
yield  the  point  that  you  may  consider  a  man 'is 
religious  opinions  in  voting  for  him  to  fill  an  office 
under  the  Government,  although  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  whether  he  differs  from  you 
or  not,  for  that,  sir,  I  would  spurn;  much  as  I 
love  this  country,  I  would  desert  it  and  find  a 
wilderness,  if  there  be  one  to  find,  rather  than 
live  in  a  country  that  would  put  such  a  test  as 
that  to  me.  No,  sir;  my  doctrine  is  the  larsfest 
religious  liberty.  What,  then,  do  we  mean?  What 
is  the  extent  t6  which  we  go?  It  is  this,  that  we 
not  only  feel  ourselves  at  liberty,  but  we  feel  it 
to  be  a  high  constitutional  duty,  to  consider  a 
man's  religious  opinions  only  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  if  he  holds  any  inconsistent  with  the 
freedom  and  safety  of  the  country,  and  not  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  he  agrees 
with  or  differs  from  us.  That  is  the  principle 
of  our  party,  as  declared  in  our  platform.  No 
other  doctrine  has  ever  been  avowed  or  practiced 
upon,  and  upon  that  doctrine  we  cliallenge  dis- 
cussion at  any  proper  time. 

I  do  not  say  this  in  a  spirit  of  defiance,  for  that 
is  not  my  habit  or  temper;  I  am  rather  tiipid  than 
otherwise;  but  I  mean,  that  upon  that  principle 
we  stand,  not  under  the  shaded  light  of  a  dark 


lantern,  but  in  the  full  glare  of  open  day.  We 
arc  for  religious  freedom — for  the  largest  religious 
freedom.  The  only  sense  in  ^^ch  we  inquire 
into  a  man*s  religious  opinions  is,  as  I  have  said, 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  he  holds 
religious  opinions  inconsistent  with  the  freedom 
and  safety  of  the  country;  and  if  we  find  that  he 
does  hola  such  opinions,  then  we  will  vote  against 
him.  That  is  the  position  upon  which  we  stand, 
and  tipon  which  we  are  willing  to  meet  those  who 
qf)pose>us. 

Mr.  CUMBACK.  The  question  before  the 
House  is,  I  understand,  upon  the  motion  to 
rescind  the  ten-minute  rule. 

The  CLERK.    That  is  the  question. 

Mr.  CUMBACK;  Well,  not  being  able  to  see 
the  application  of  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Florence]  or  of  other 
gentlemen  to  that  question,  I  move  to  lay  the 
motion  on  the  tarob. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr*.  GALLOWAY.  I  move  that  the  House 
do  now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  KEITT  obtained  the  floor. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  would  suggest  to 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  that  there 
being  no  question  before  the  House,  he  can  only 
proceed  by  unanimous  consent.  [Loud  cries  of 
"Hear  him. *n 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  1  hope  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  will  have  tiie  unanimous 
consent  of  the  House  to  make  his  remarks. 
[Loud  cries  of  "Agreed  !*'  "Agreed!"] 

Mr.  KEITT.  Mr.  Clerk,  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  [Mr.  Walker]  has  dragged  me  into  this 
rambling  discussion;  and  as  I  win  not  allow  any 
party, — and  particularly  the  party  with  which  I 
am  cooperating, — even  through  implication,  to  be 
wronged  through  me,  I  choose  now  to  speak  for 
myself.  The  gentleman  quotes  from  a  speech 
made  by  me  last  fall  before  a  portion  of  my  con- 
stituents, at  Barnwell  courtrhouse.  I  wiU  say, 
that  I  advanced  no  opinion  in  that  speech  which 
I  wish  now  to  retract,  and  made  no  statement 
which  I  am  disposed  to  qualify. 

The         •  "-       ^^    -  y  . 

correct 

to  the  democratic  party  w.^. 
wear  no  party  collar,  and  never  will  wear  one. 
I  never  will  abdicate  my  individuality,  or  me^ge 
myself  in  any  party,  so  as  to  commit  self-abne- 
^tion.  I  will  support  any  measure  which  is 
just,  wise,  and  constitutional,  come  it  from  what 
party  it  may;  and  I  will  resist  any  measure  which 
18  the  opposite  to  these,  however  emblazoned  it 
may  be  with  party  insignia,  and.  however  authen- 
ticated by  the  stamp  of  party  council.  I  am  con- 
tent, sir,  to  express  here  my  own  opinions,  and 
those  of  my  constituents,  which  I  may  legitimately 
represent.  I  advise  gentlemen  to  some  modesty 
and  circumspection  in  uttering  the  oracles  of 
party.  A  few  years  ago  you  had  men  who  cotUd 
speak  for  party.  You  had  men  whose  splendid 
intellects  and  lofly  patriotism  made  parties. 
Parties  were  then  based  upon  principles,  and 
their  organization  waathe  breath  of  these  men. 
Now,  men  are  the  breath  of  parties.  Now,  parties 
make  men;  then,  men  made  parties.  But  those 
times  are  gone,  and  those  great  names  are  only 
illuminated  with  historic  glories. 

I  repeat  then,  sir,  that!  cannot  be  quoted,  as 
a  member  of  the  Democratic  party,  to  show  a 
want  of  harmony  m  its  ranks,  as  I  am  not  strictly 
in  its  organization.  I  will  say,  however,  that  I 
haV^e  hitherto  supported  it  upon  this  floor,  and  I 
expect  to  continue  to  do  so.  I  have  given  it  my 
support,  and  I  shall  continue  to  give  it  my  sup- 
port, because  it  approaches  much  nearer  to  the 
true  policy  of  the  country  and  the  principles  of 
the  Constitution  than  any  other  orgauiized  party 
in  the  Republic.  It  is  the  only  party  which,  in 
circling  round  its  mighty  orbit,  touches  the  poles 
of  the  Constitution. 

In  the  speech  to.  which  the  ^ntleman  ftom. 
Alabama  [Mr.  Walker]  referred,  I  condemned 
the  doctrine  of  "  sauatter  sovereignty.**  In  my 
speech  on  the  Ncoraska  bill,  in  1854,  on  thia 
floor,  I  condemned  it.  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  Bocock]  can  say  whether  he  approves 
It  or  not  ?  Gentlemen  from  the  North  can  say 
how  fared  the  discussion  upon  this  bill  with 
them.  I  will  not  enlarge  upon  these  points  now; 
but  as  toon  sm  the  House  organizes,  I  shall  take 
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Ml  early  occanon  to  present  ttvf  tiews  upon 
these  varimis  questions. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  Will  my  colleague  allow  me 
to  ask  him — and  I  do  it  in  the  way  of  a  sugges- 
tion— if  he  doe»not  approve  of  the  principles  of 
the  resolntion  of  die  Demooratie  oavicus,  an^  of 
the  President's  message? 

Mr.  KEITT.  I  do  most  cordially.  I  ^ank  my 
colleague  for  the  inquiry,  as  it  enables  me  to 
take  up  the  elove  so  courteously  thrown  down 
by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [IHfr. 
RsADB.]  I  say  to  him  that,  in  myiudgment,  his 
partj^-that  is,  the  American  or  Know  Nothing 
party — ^is  ^iltv  of  civil  and  religious  persecution. 
This  I  will  snow.  The  Know  Nothing  party 
bind*  its  members,  I  understand,  to  vote  against 
all  members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  diurch.  Is 
not  this  makine:  a  religious  test?  and  are notreli> 
C^uB  tests  prohibited  by  ^e  Constitution  ?  Let 
us  examine  this.  * 

What  is  sufirage  ?  It  is  a  political  contrivance 
to  collec«>  and  express  the  public  opinion  and 
public  will.  Is  the  right  of  suffrage  a  natural  or 
a  conventional  right?  It  is  the  latter,  beyond  a 
doubt.  If  so,  from  what  do  you  get  it  ?  From 
your  orsanie  law.  Now  as  you  get  it  from  your 
organic  law,  it  is,  of  course,  given  with  all  the 
limitations  and  conditions  imposed  by  the  funda- 
mental law.  What  does  that  say?  Why,  that 
there  shall  be  no  religious  test.  The  clause  grant- 
ing suffrage,  eipd  the  clause  prohibiting  rehgious 
tests,  must  be  construed  in  accord  with  each  other. 
Thus  the  organic  law  imposes  a  restriction  upon 
the  exercise  of  suffrage;  and  whoever  makes 
religious  tests  violates  that  constitutional  restraint. 

But  it  has  been  argued  that  the  Know  Nothing 
party  does  not  contenvplate  the  enactment  of  a 
law  excluding  Roman  Catholics  apd  naturalized 
foreigners  from  all  offices.  If  this  result  is  ac- 
complished through  the  agency  of  the  ballot-box, 
will  It  not  be  as  violative  of  the  Constitution  as 
if  achieved  through  positive  enactments?  If, 
through  an  instrumentality  put  into  your  hemds 
by  the  organic  law,  you  accomplish  the  subver- 
sion of  the  latter,  is  it  not  as  violative  of  all  ob- 
ligation and  duty  as  if  you  circumvented  it  by  a 
positive  statutory  provision  ?  To  gi^uAn  exam- 
ple: The  President  of  the  United  StiA^ra  under 
the  obligations  of  the  Constitution,  just  as  any 
voter  is.  If  he  were  to  declare  that  he  would 
bostow  office  upon  no  one  who  is  a  member  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  church,  simply  because  he 
was  a  Catholic,  would  it  not  be  making  a  reli- 

S'ous  test  ?  Clearly  so.  How  would  this  be  so  ? 
y  determinir^  the  qualifications  for  office  and 
station  according  to  the  religious  convictions  of 
the  candidate.  The  same  is  true  of  naturalized 
foreigners;  yet,  in  this  instance,  the  circumven- 
tion of  the  Constitution  would  be  without  any 
positive  law. 

In  answer  to  this  view  of  the  question,  it  has 
been  said  that  the  voter  may  vote  as  he  pleases. 
Within  the  limitations  imposed  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, State  and  Federal,  he  may  vote  as  he  chooses; 
but  if  he  votes  over  and  against  those  limitations, 
he  is  guilty  of  legal  or  moral  wrong^.  Though 
no  specific  penalties  may  have  been  defined,  and 
no  legal  tribunal  instituted  to  enforce  them,  yet 
the  wrong  is  not  the  less  clear  and  disastrous. 
This  aipiment  also  implies  an  absolute  and  un- 
qualified right  of  property  in  suffrage.  If  this 
right  exists,  why  camiot  the  vote  be  sold  ?  It 
will  be  answered:  because  the  law  prohibits. 
ExiKStlyso;  but  this  proves  that  the  right  is  a 
qualified  one — that  there  are  restrictions  upon  its 
exercise.  This  is  all  I  contend  for.  1  contend 
that  the  right  of  suffrage  is  a  political  or  qualified 
right;  that  it  must  be  exercised  in  conformity  to 
the  limitations  of  the  Constitution;  and  that  the 
lundamental  limitation  i8>  that  it  shall  not  be  so 
used  as  to  make  religious  tests.  Suffrage  is  a 
qualified  political  right,  given  to  individuals  in 
correlation  to  public  duty,  and  the  latter  reacts 
upon  the  former. 

At  this  point  I  may  answer  an  inquiry  put 
by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Rbadb.]  He  inquires,  **if  we  would  vote  for 
any  one  hostile  to  civil  liberty  and  the  Constitu- 
tion?" I  answer  hira  frankly,  that  I  would  not. 
But  he  does  not  put  the  question  fully.  Does  he 
believe  that  every  member  of  the  Roman  Cath- 
olic church  is  hostile  to  civil  liberty  and  the  Con- 
stitution? If  BO,  does  he  believe  them  to  be  thus 
hostile  to  them  heetnese  qf  tbtir  r0^;ion  f    If  he 


does  not  believe  both  of  these  propositions,  then 
he  cannot  shelter  himself  behind  his  implication. 
If  there  be  any  number  of  Roman  Catholics  in 
this  coumry  who  are  true  to  the  Constitution 
and  civil  liberty,  then  the  Roman  Catholic  re- 
U^on  does  not  make  its  votaries  false  to  their 
civil  duties  and  obligations,  and  their  political 
prosormtion  must  be  because  of  their  religioQS 
thith.  Thus,  in  this  event,  the  gentleman  niAkes 
a  religious  test.  Nor  will  he  tare  better  on  the 
other  horn  of  the  dilemma.  If  he  alleges  all 
Roman  Catholics  to  be  hostile  to  civil  liberty  be- 
cause of  their  religious  creed,  he  pronounces 
sentence  against  the  Constitution,  and  takes 
issue  with  me  sages  and  founders  of  the  Repub- 
lic. The  Constitution  declares  that  there  is  no 
incompatibility  between  republicanism  and  the 
Roman  Catholic  religion;  and  the  sages  of  the 
Republic  believed  that  Catholics  might  be  as 
loyal  citizens  as  the  followers  of  any  •ihor^th. 
If  the  gentleman  believes  this  provision  in  the 
Constitution  to  be  unwise,  he  should  strive  to 
amend  it  in  the  way  provided  in  that  instrument 
itself.  While  it  exists,  it  is  the  law,  and  dis- 
obedience to  it  is  the  "  higher  law." 

I  pass  now,  sir,  from  this  branch  of  the  in- 
quiry of  my  colleague.  He  asks  me,  also,  if  I 
approve  of  the  President's  messa^.  I  do  ap- 
prove of  it,  most  emphatically.  It  is  a  bold,  wise, 
and  statesmanlike  document,  and  should  com- 
mend itself  to  the  sanction  of  the  public  judg- 
ment. In  this  connection,  too,  I  will  say,  that 
while  I  am  opposed  to  the  representation  of  my 
State  in  the  Democratic  nominating  convention 
at  Cincinnati,  if  President  Pierce  is  the  nominee 
of  the  Democratic  party,  I  will  cheerfully  and 
cordially  support  him,  and  I  doubt  not  my  State 
win  do  so.  1  think  he  has  high  claims  upon  the 
party;  and  in  this  I  believe  I  but  express  the 
judgment  of  the  people  of  South  Carohna.. 

My  object,  Mr.  Clerk,  was  to  define  my  own 
position.  I  will  add,  however,  that  I  believe  the 
Democratic  party  is,  to-day,  purer,  and  truer  to 
the  Constitution,  than  it  has  oeen  for  years.  It 
has  passed  through  fire  and  water,  ana  many  of 
its  impurities  have  been  consumed  or  washed 
away.  It  has  the  smell  of  fire  upon  its  garments, 
and  while  it  moves  on  in  the  historic  track  of  the 
founders  of  the  Republic,  I  shall  bid  it  Glod  speed ! 
Many  of  the  -halt,  and  lame,  and  blind  have 
fallen  by  the  way;  had  this  fate  overtaken  all 
such,  it  would  have  been  better. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Camp- 
bbll]  says  that  the  Democratic  party  came  into 
this  Hall  two  years  ago  upon  the  crested  wave 
of  popular  power;  and. he  asks,  where  is  it  now? 
He  says  it  is  a  feeble  and  scanty  band,  clinging 
to  its  'broken  altars.  Why  feeble  and  scanty? 
Because  it  has  been  much  more  friendly  to  the 
South,  and  truer  to  the  Constitution,  than  either 
of  the  other  parties.  Clinging,  says  the  gentle- 
man, to  its  broken  altars !  Why,  sir,  to  what 
else  should  it  cling?  While  Abolition  fanaticism 
is  sweeping  over  the  free  States,  prostrating  the 
guarantees  of  the  Constitution,  and  tearing  down 
the  remaining  pillars  of  our  republican  edifice, 
where  should  the  Democratic  party  be,  but  within 
the  sacred  precincts,  fighting  down  the  foe? 
While  the  lust  of  northern  domination  and  Free- 
Soil  propogandism  is  driving  the  chariot  of  sec- 
tional power  over  the  remains  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, to  what  should  the  Democratic  party  cling 
but  to  those  altars,  reared  by  the  founders  of  the 
Republic?  If  it  be  true  to  the  Constitution,  and 
steadfast  in  the  faith  of  the  fathers,  let  it  bind 
itself  to  the  horns  of  the  altar;  and  as  the  angel 
descended  to  rescue  the  son  of  the  patriarch  even 
from  the  uplifted  knife,  so  may  the  genius  of  the 
land  stoop  down  to  rescue  it  from  uie  gleaming 
dagger  of  the  fusion  cohorts. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  The  gentleman 
from  Soutii  Carolina  [Mr.  Kcrrr]  has  said  that 
the  Democratic  party  is  sounder  now  tlian  it  has 
ever  been.  This  is  unquestionably  true,  if  the 
gentleman 's  idea  of  soundness  be  correct.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  the  true  doctrine  of  the  Democratic 
party  is — because  the  doctrine  of  the  South  will 
be  the  doctrine  of  the  Democratic  party— that  it 
is  not  competent  for  Congress,  that  it  is  not  com- 
petent for  the  people  of  we  Territories,  that  it  is 
not  competent  for  both  combined,  to  declare  that 
slavery  shall  not  exist  within  the  Territories  of 
the  United  States. 

The  next  doctrine  of  the  Democratic  party  will 


be — ^because  it  will  be  the  doctrine  proclaimed  b^ 
the  South,  OS,  indeed,  it  is  ^  doctrine  she  in 
part  holds  now — that  the  people  of  a  Territory, 
even  when  they  come  to  torm  a  State  conistita* 
tion,  cannot  declare  that  slavery  shall  not  exist 
in  such  State  so  formed.  And,  sir,  let  me  say, 
it  is  a  little  difficult  to  understand  how  it  is  that 
the  people  of  a  Territory  may  have  the  power, 
when  they  come  to  form  a  State  constitution,  to 
decide  wnether  oi#not  slavery  shall  exist,  and 
still  not  have  such  power  in  their  legifllativd 
capacity  before  that  time. 

The  next  doctrine  of  the  Democratic  party  will 
be,  that  it  is  incompetent  fof  the  States  themselves, 
under  their  respective  constitutions,  to  excludtt 
slavery,  because  that  would  be  inconsistent  with 
the  great  doctrine  of  equality  of  rights.  They 
will  ask  you  whether  the  citizens  of  Maine  may 

§0  into  Massachusetts  with  what  they  claim  as 
leir  property,  and  whether  Massachusetts  minr, 
at  the  same  time,  prohibit  the  citizens  of  tn6 
South  from  coming  into  that  State  with  their 
property — that  is,  ueir  slaves. 

But  I  did  not  rise  to  speak  upon  these  matters 
at  length.  Gentlemen  belonging  to  the  nationll 
American  party  have  assertea  the  importance  to 
themselves  and  the  country,  that  they  should 
state  here  where  they  stand,  and  whot  their  views» 
their  doctrines,  and  their  creeds  cu^.  If  it  is 
necessary  that  they  should  be  understood  at  oil, 
it  is  equally  necessary  that  we  should  understand 
fully  what  they  mean,  and  where  they  stand. 

The  gentleman  fVom  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Broom] 
jftook  occasion  to  mention  that  he  was  opposed  to 
an  attempt  to  restore  the  Missouri  compromise, 
because  ne  did  not  believe  it  could  be  accom- 
plished. I  desire  to  ask  him,  because  I  want  to 
know  the  whole  truth,  whether,  if  the  President 
and  the  Senate  were  favorable  to  the  restoration 
of  the  Missouri  compromise,  he,  and  those  with 
whom  he  acta  in  the  rlouse,  would  vote  for  that 
restoration  ?  4 

I  desire  an  answer  to  that  question.  ')Ve  do- 
sire  to  know  where  he  is,  and  we  do  not  vrant 
any  dodging  upon  the  question.  Would  he  vote 
for  the  restoration  of  the  Missouri  compromise, 
if  he  did  not  apprehend  that  it  would  meet  with 
objection  in  the  Senate,  and  at  the  other  end  of 
the  avenue?  I  saw  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Broom^ 
here  but  a  moment  ago,  and  I  supposed  he  was 
present.  As  he  is  not  in  his  seat,  I  would  now 
mquire  of  the  gentleman  fVom  New  York  [Mr. 
Whitney]  what  the  Americans  of  his  State  would 
do  in  that  contingency  ? 

[Mr.  Broom  entered  the  Hall  at  this  stoge  of 
Mr.  Wasbbitrn's  remarks.] 

Mr.  BROOM.  I  understand  that  the  gentle* 
man  fVom  Maine  has  propounded  a  question  to 
roe — will  he  be  good  enough  to  repeat « ? 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  The quesuon  which  I  prcH 
pounded  to  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Pcnn^ 
sylvania  is  this:  whether,  if  he  understood  that 
the  President  and^the  Senate  were  favorable,  or  not 
unfavorable,  to  a  Restoration  of  the  Missouri  com* 
promisl^,  he  would,  in  this  House,  vote  to  restore 
that  compromise? 

Mr.  BROOM.  I  state  now,  sir,  what  I  stated 
on  a  former  occasion,  that  I  believe  it  was  wrong 
to  have  disturbed  the  compromise  effected  in  1830; 
that  had  I  been  a  member  of  the  House  when  tb« 
Nebraska  bill  was  passed,  I.  should  have  voted 
against  it,  with  the  principles  involved  in  it.  And 
I  now  say  that,  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  tran- 
quillity to  the  people  or  this  country,  were  there 
a  reasonable  prospect  of  a  restoration  of  that  line, 
or  of  making  any  oiher  compromi^,  I  would  moat 
cheerfully  give  my  assent  and  cooperation  to  it. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  Then  1  undenitaad  ths 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  to  sav  that,  if  be 
believed  it  were  possible  to  restore  the  Missouri 
comnromise,  he  would  vote  for  that  measure? 

Mr.  BROOM.    No,  sir;  I  say  this 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  (interrupting.)  WeH,  I 
wish  him  to  answer  that  question  categorically, 
whether  or  not  he  would  vote  for  it,  if  he  believed 
it  could,  by  his  voting  for  it,  become  a  law  ?  That 
is  what  I  want  to  understand.  Let  the  gentle- 
man answer  that  question  one  way  or  the  other. 

Mr.  BROOM.  I  say  that  I  wouhl  be  willing 
to  restore  the  Missouri  line  by  compromise,  but 
not  by  common  law;  because,  in  my  judgment, 
Congress  has  no  power  to  pasa  such  a  law. 

Several  Members.    That  ia  right. 

Mr.  WAI^IBURN.    So  the  ^ntlsman  holds 
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that  ttie  Mtsoouri  compromise  wafl    

lionol?  1  have  further  underalood — and  I  dt 
to  know  the  fact  in  relation  lo  this  matter,  because 
itia  importanttounderBtand  precisely  tliBpOBilion 
of  genllemcn  here — from  what  1  aupposed  lo  be 
eooJHtuthoritf ,  that  tlie  dialinguiahed  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  IMF.  Fullkh,]  who  is  a  can- 
didate for  Speaker,  did,  in  that  canvoBS  of  1854, 
take  extreme  ajiti-Ncbraska  ground,  and  address 
the  people  from  the  same  aland  with  the  Hon. 
DsTid  Wilmot.  Now  I  should  Like  to  know  from 
the  gcritleman  frois  FennaylTania  whether  or  not 

Mr.  HENRY  M.  FULLER.  1  deciared  the 
other  day  that  1  was  opposed  in  all  this  agitation ; 
bat  if  the  gentleman  Irom  Maine  (Mr.  Wisn- 
■((■Ji]orotSer  gentlemen  ha»e  any  grarefni  speech 
in  preparation  which  ttiey  wish  to  send  out  to 
the  country  to  give  themaelvea  character  and 
reputation,!  have  no  objection  to  listen.  I  thought 
I  heard  the  gentleman  answer,  aAer  the  declara- 
tion which  Iniade  here  the  other  day,  that  that 
waa  my  political  decease,  and  I  was  willing,  sir, 
to  rest  quietly  in  the  tomb  until  the  day  of  my 


The  gentleman  haa  iDquired  if  I  addressed  a 
public  meeting  on  tha  stand  with  the  Hon. 
David  Wilmot,  lean  say  to  the  genljeman,  in 
reply,  that  I  did  not,  and  that  1  have  not  seen 


thy  source,  that  it  waa  true  the  een- 
|]eiQan  from  Pennaylvania  [Mr.  Fulleb]  baa  ad- 
dreased  the  people  from  the  same  Bland  with  Mr. 
Wilmot.  And  1  thought  ilduetothatgentlenun 
Mid  to  the  Housf  to  inquire  whether  that  siate- 
■     ^  t,  Mr.  Clei"    ■  ■ 


E 


e  for  the  purpoae  of  goincinto  a^y  discusaion 
ibis  time,  but  merely  for  the  purpose  of  olTeT' 
eaolution  which  is  to  slop  all  f\inher  dis- 


the  House  until  after  its  organization, 
id  cries  of  "  No,  no!"]  I  propose  now, 
from  and  aAer  Monday  next — giving  time 
for  debate  to-day  and  Monday,  if  noccsaary — 
until  the  election  of  a  Speaker  shall  ba  effected, 
ao  debate  shall  be  in  order. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  mova  to  lay  that  resolu- 
tion on  the  table. 

Mr.  ORR,  (at  three  o'clock,  p.  m.)  I  move 
that  the  House  do  bow  Rdjourn. 

Several  Mbhpeki  called  for  the  yeas  and  Days. 

Mr.  ORR.  Will  Iha  genUemao  from  Maine 
[Mr.  Waibburn]  withdraw  hia  resolution  until 
the  House  shall  lake  another  ballot.' 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  As  it  seema  to  be  the 
general  wish  to  have  a  vole  for  Speaker,  I  with' 
drew  my  resolution. 

Mr.  OBR.  Then  I  withdraw  my  motion  lo 
adjourn.      [Loud  criee  of  "  Call  the  roll  f] 

The  House  proceeded  lo  vote  the  ninety-third 
linieforSpeakGr,with  the  following  result:  Whole 
number  of  votes  east,  S19-,  necessary  to  a  choice, 
llOj  of  which— 
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So  there  waa  no  choice. 
The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 
PW  tfr.  BofiAi— M*iHn.Albri(hi,AJ1i»n,Ball,BaitiaBr, 
HeDr;BniBMi,BEnKB,Bin|liaii1,Bi>hop,BllH,llndilisv, 
Bicblon,    Sumnglon,  BurJiiuaue,  Jsiaei  it.  GampbtlL, 
Leirii  D.CunptMll,  Cbalfee,  EiraClBTlc,  Clsvraon,CDliki, 


'uhaia,'  KiJIiui  inilier,  "siort 


RllOiie,  Robbini 


Konon,  AndiEW  Oiivsr,  Psrkci,  h 

-      I,PlJiB,Poner,Pniiglc,Piir  ■ 

"    "-'■■ —    ■—--    Sagf, 


-■    Moo, 


Mnmiui,  Bimmoni,  Spinnrrj»tsnlcm,SlnuiBlian,TiiM)«i, 
TtauriuKiB .  Thutnon  .Todd,  Tmfton ,  TyKm ,  Wida,  Waks- 
Bin,  Walbh^,  WaJdton,  tJidivaladeT  C.  Wuhliuiiia, 
EUika  B.  Wadbsme,  (imel  Wulibuni,  Wanoti,  Wi''- 
Wmd,  WoodrnK  and  WnodwonH. 

Far  Mr.  JUiAnrdoA-MeHn.  jUken,  AUcn,  BaraHqr, 
Bstlndsle,  Belt.  Booeli,  Bowie,  Boycr,  Bnuieh,  Broolu, 
CadnladfT,  CaiuUien,  Caikie,  CUnRiaiin,  Ho-—"  '— ■- 
Waiiamvm  R.  W.  Cobb,  Cra^i^.  Cnwtbrd, 
Denver,  DawdaU.EdBrandHn,  Blliott,  Enitlili,  Fnuikaer, 
ftamce,  TtMoiu  J.  D-  FulUt,  Gouit.  Or«nwoi>d,  An- 
taaai  Hall,  Siap»B  W.  Hutu,  TUdqiu  L.  Huita,  Hei- 
MR,RaasoB, Jsw>it,OwirieW.  JonM,l.  QlaacyJi 


Keiti,  Kellr,  Kidireil,  Letcber,  LunpUn,  Bunsel  &.  Mu- 

-■""  "- iwell.McMutUn.McdueeB.BmilhMiJI-^rJUlllMB, 
Oliver,  Ort,  Parker,  Peck,  PtaeJpa,  Pcmell,  " -'- 

"-    "---  Pandidm, S««me, ai- " 

-    "--^eiu,,^w, 


Honiec!! 


Bial'm,  Wiiiiiun"Suuii'  Si7pri*iiB,  "Siwan,"  TiilKHt,"T«y- 
lor,  vkil,  Wunv,  WalkiBi,  Wiailoir,  Daaiel  B.  Wtittal, 

Mr,  FMer—Mettn.  Broom,  John  P.  CMqpbEll,B»y- 
hiit,  Coi,  Cultfn,  Henry  Wimer  I>oi1«,feltiBrid»p, 
I.  £v*ii>.  Foner,  J.  MorrlMn  Harris,  HoffinsB,  Keu- 
'-'■--    • 1.  Hanlu^t,  lIuDi^y 


FoTllr.. 


EST,  Whilney.sndZall 


....:ii«™^' 

n.  Hone,  aail  Scott. 


,   Trippe,  Undemrvod, 
irdu,  Uairinn, 


HKVBD,  now,  aaii  w 

For  Mr.  Orr-McBt 

Far  Jfr.  WIUim-u—Ki.  Whtelcr. 

fW  Mr.  Pnttr-Mr.  HeaiT  M.  Falter. 

PendingJhB  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  BRENTONHoid;  Before  least myvote on 
thia  ballot,  Mr.  Clerk,  I  desire  to  state  that  my 
present  inclination  and  di^ termination  is  to  look 
about  me,  and  to  aBcerlain  whether  aome  other 
gentleman  may  not  be  selected  for  whom  !  can 
vote  with  a  prospect  of  final  success,  with  a  view 
to  the  or^nization  of  this  House.  I  am  satisfied 
that,  in  making  this  announcement,  1  may  subject 
myself  to  the  censure  of  aome  of  my  frienda.  But 
I  vriah  to  say  this,  that  in  the  contest  which  haa 
been  going  on  for  the  last  Eve  weeka,  we  have 
been  contending  cither  for  a  person,  a  party,  or  a 
principle.  If  we  hove  been  fighting  on  the  ground 
of  personal  preference  for  the  distinguished  gelt- 
ttcnionfrom  Mtmsachu setts,  [Mr.  Bakk,]  no  one 
of  the  friends  of  that  man  can  charge  me  with  a 
want  of  devotion  lo  him  personally.  Or  if  we 
%aTe  been  fighting  for  the  purpose  of  establishing 
and  carrying  out  a  great  principle,  I  take  the  same 
BToand  chat,  uniformly,  from  the  time  that  the 
distinguished  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  C.tMP- 
bell]  voluntarily  withdraw  his  name,  1  have 
voted  for  the  gentleman  from  MasnachuMtts, 
[Mr.  BiKKi,)  and  hare  thereby  shown  my  de- 
votion to  the  principle  involved  in  the  contest. 
If  we  have  been  fighting  for  the  purpose  of 
building  up  a  party,  my  vote  has  shown  my  de- 
votion to  that  object.  So  that  in  either  event  I 
would  not  becbBi^eable,in  giving' even  the  notice 
I  now  give,  with  a  want  of  devotion  to  the  prin- 
ciples involved,  a  want  of  derotion  to  tbe  pirty, 
or  a  diareapect  or  dislike  to  the  distinguished 
gentleman  [Mr.  Bkrai]  for  whom  1  have  voted. 

I  deem  it  justice  to  myself,  without  indicating 
at  the  present  time  any  individuol  for  whom  1 
may  ultimately  be  disposed  to  cast  myvote,  to 
state,  that  after  the  present  ballot  I  shall,  at  least, 
my  right  as  on  individual,  of  casting 


>und  a: 


ning, 


sfaraalam  ^lal 


so,  whether  it  is  possible  to  make  a  selectit 
another  individual  for  whom  I  can  vote  with  a 
good  prospect  of  success.  I  shall  vote,  therefore, 
to-day  for  Mr.  BiKii,  with  tbe  undentanding — 
which  1  now  have  with  myself  at  least — that  I 
sh^  hereader  pursue  the  courae  indicated.  I  take 
here  upon  myself  the  responiibility  of  making 


this  time  to  Ihe  members  of  tho  House  and  ^  the 
country — that  I  assume  the  position  I  have  indi- 
cated on  myown  responsibility,  and  not  in  concert 
with  onyhndy.  Nor  is  it  to  be  considered  indic- 
ative of  discontent  among  tbe  friends  of  Mr. 
Bikes.  It  comes  fVom  myself  and  myself  alone. 
I  vote  for  Mr.  Banks. 

Mr.  KELSEY.  Before  recording  my  vote,  Mr. 
Clerk,  I  want  lo  make  a  single  personal  explana- 
Uon.  On  the  STth  of  lest  month  I  find  there  was 
a  question  raised  in  thia  House  by  the  gentle- 
Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Florence,]  '~ 
Hngoir.   W— '--— 


hat  the  fears 


1  paired  ofTvrith  Mr.  Bui 

1    had   no   knowledge   or  inn 

Talbdtt  desired  to  pair  olT; 

expressed  by  gendemen  on  i 

there  had  been  cheating  round  the  board, 

BO  fiir  as  that  remark  may  have  been  intern 

apply  to  me,  entirely  without  foundation.    The 

time  for  which  I  paired  off  with 

eKpircd  last  night.    I  see  that  he  dt  _ 

to  his  name  to-day;  hut  the  time  having  expired, 

I  am  at  liberty  to  vole  again.    I  vote  for  Mr. 

BAHIIt. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.    Tbe  history  of  this  sub- 
ject ia  BO  well  known  to  the  House—and  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Kelibt]  bi 
hod  the  advantage  of  the  CongTsssioaal  Olob«< 


that  there  should  really  be  no  neeesaity  for  aay* 
ing  a  word  about  it.  [Cries  of  "  Very  wefl!" 
"Call  the  roUl"]  But  I  do  wish  to  say  ono 
word.    I  disclaim  any  intention  or  dispoaition 


quirt 

friend  [Mr.  Bbentoh]  had  not  been  in  Buch  a 
violent  hurry  to  coirect  me,  we  eouid  have  learned 
immediately  that  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Keliet] 
had  paired  off  with  Mr.  Bubhett,  and  i>ot  wil& 

Mr.T*I,BOTT. 

Mr.  BRE>!TON.  The  gentleman  will  recollect 
that  I  put  the  statement  of  the  fact  upon  my  re- 
membrance. I  made  no  positive  statement.  I 
do  not  wish  the  gentleman  to  implicate  me  ia  tha 
remarks  he  is  making. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  Certainly  not.  lhavcn» 
inlentioD  of  imfdicatine  anybody.  I  only  said 
that  there  was  a  m  Amaerataading  aomewhere  in 
reference  to  the  pairing  off  of  Mr.  Talbott,  and 

Mr.  SNEED,  when  the  name  of  Mr.  Readt 
was  called,  staled  ihst  his  colleague  was  too  un- 
well to  he  pn^sent  in  Ihe  House;  tliat  nothing 
but  indisposition  would  have  prevented  him  from 

The  result  of  the  vote  was  then  announced  aa 

Mr.  LETCHER.    I  move  that  the  House  do 

Mr.  CHAFFEE.    I  demand  tellers  upon  the 

j'ellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Wation and 
Bahclat  were  appointed. 

The  CLERK  then  put  the  question,  and  tho 
tellers  began  to  count. 

Mr.  COVODE.  I  demand  the  yeas  aad  nay*. 
.  Mr.CLINGMAN.  I  submit  that  it  is  too  lai« 
lo  call  the  yeas  and  nays.   The  House  is  dividing. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clailc  will  entertain  tha 
coll. 

Mr.  RITCHIE.  I  demand  teUera  upon  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  andMeasrs.WaTtoNaitd 


questian  waa  token,  and  ths  tellers  lO- 
thirty  in  the  affirmative. 

[Cries  of^"Call  the  rolll"  "Withdraw  ^B 
motion  I'T 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Will  the  eentieman  from 
Pennaylvania  withdraw  bis  call  lor  the  yeas  and  _ 
nays,  tf  1  wilt  withdraw  my  molion^to  adjourn, 
until  another  vote  has  been  token  J 

Mr.  COVODE.    Ve».  sir. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Very  well;  twithdraw  lll« 
motion. 

Mr.  BARCLAY.  I  renew  the  motion  to  ad- 
journ.    [Criesof  "No,  nol"  "  Let  ub  vote!"] 

Mr.HUMPHREYMARSHALL.  Mr.Clerk, 
wa  ongbt  to  have  a  Speiiker.  I  hope  the  gentle- 
man will  with^^w  his  motion  to  adjourn,  and 
allow  us  to  go  to  voting.  [Loud  cries  of  "With- 
draw!''] 

Mr.  BARCLAY.  VeryweU;  Iwill  withdraw 
if  tbe  Hoiua  will  go  to  voting. 

Tha  HauseproceededtoToielheDinety-fourih 
time  forSpeoker,  with  the  fotlowing  re'ault:  Whola 
number  of  valea  east,  SIO;  neoeaaary  to  a  cboic*, 
106;  of  which— 

Naltnnki  P.  Buki  ref  alvod W 

WilliniB  A.  BichsnlKiB 71 

Hgirj  M.  Fuller M 


Gilctaiiu  Porur  . . 
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F\fr  Mr.  RichardHm^Memn.  Aiken,  Alleii«  Barclay, 
fiarksdale,  Bell,  Boeock,  Bowie,  Boyce,  Branch,  Brook*, 
Cadwalader,  Carutbera,  Caakie,  Clingroan,  Howell  Cobb, 
WilUamMn  R.  \V.  Cobb.  Craice,  Cra\vu>rd,  DavidMon, 
Denver,  Dowdell,  EdmundMm,  Elliott,  finfflisii,  Faulkner, 
Florence,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode,  Greenwood,  Au- 
gustus Hall,  Sampi^n  W.  Harris,  Thomas  L.  Harris.  Her- 
bert, Houston,  Jewett,  Geoi^e  w.  Jones,  J.  Olancji  Jones, 
Keiu,  Kelly,  Kidwell,  Letdier,  Lumpkin,  Samuel  S.  Mar- 
shall, Maxwell,  McMulUn,  McQueen,  Smith  Miller,  Mill- 
son,  Mordeoai  Oliver,  Orr,  Packer.  Peck,  Phelps,  Powell. 
Quitman,  Ruffin,  Rust,  Sandidge,  Savage.  Shorter,  Bam uel 
A.  Smith,  William  Smith,  Stephens,  Stewart.  Talbott, 
Taylor,  Vail,  Warner,  Watkins,  Winslow,  and  John  V. 
Wright. 

For  Mr.  ,RJ/<r— Messrs.  Broom,  John  P.  Campbell,  Bay- 
ord  Clark,  Cox,  Cullen,  Hennr  Winter  Davis,  Euf^tis, 
Evans,  Foster,  J.  Mommn  Harris,  Hoflman,  Kennett, 
Lake,Lindley,  Humphrey  Marsliall,  Paine,  Portsr,  Puryear, 
Reade,  Ricaud,  William  R.  Smith,  Sneed,  Swope,  Trippe, 
Underwood,  Valk,  Walker,  Whitney,  and  Zollicoffer. 

For  Mr.  Pennin^n— Messrs.  Dunn,  Edwards,  Harrison, 
Haven.  Moore,  and  Scott. 

For  Mr.  Orr— Messrs.  RichardaQp  and  Williams. 

For  Mr.  WilUanu— Mr.  WheellR 

For  Mr.  Porter— Mr.  Henry  M.  Fuller. 

1^  Mr.  MiUson^Mr.  Etheridge. 

[Cries  of  •»CaIltheroll!»*] 

Mr.  GOODE.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  thereupon  (at 
four  o'clock)  the  House  adjourned  until  Monday 
nexti  at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 

IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  January  7,  1356. 
Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Hekrt  C.  Deav. 
The  Journal  of  Thursday  last  was  read  and 
approved.  * 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 
Mr.  SUMNER  presented  the  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  interested  in  the  navi- 
gation of  Martha's  Vinevard  and  Long  Island 
Sounds,  and  the  memorial  of  a  committee  of  the 
Boston  Marine  Society,  both  praying  an  appro- 

firiation  for  the  erection  of  a  lignt-house  on  Block 
sland ;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Mr.  SEWARD  presented  the  petition  of  Cath- 
arine Jacobs,  widow  of  Francis  Jacobs,  a  waiter 
in  the  household  of  General  Washington  during 
the  revolutionary  war,  praying  for  a  pension; 
which  was  referred  to  tne  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

Also,  the  petition  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Bel- 
linger, heirs  of  Frederick  Bellinger,  a  rcvolu- 
'tionary' soldier,  praying  for  commutation  pay; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 

Also,  additional  documents  in  the  case  of  Sam- 
uel Lock  wood,  late  of  the  United  States  Navy, 
who  was  placed  on  the  retired  list  by  the  action 
of  the  late  naval  board;  which  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Also,  a  document  in  relation  to  the  claim  of 
Nathan  Cook,  a  revolutionary  soldier,  to  a  pen- 
sion; which  was  referred  to  th^  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  presented  two  petitions 
of  citizens  of  Iowa,  praying  for  the  establishment 
of  a  new  semi-weekly  mail  route  from  Monte- 
zuma to  Pc}la,  in  that  State;  and  also  a  new  post 
office  on  that  route,  to  be  called  Mill  Ghrove;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  BROWN  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
A.  Ragan,  proposing  to  put  in  execution  a  plan 
discovered  by  him  for  preventing  the  overflow  of 
ttie  Mississippi  river  and  its  tributaries,  on  con- 
dition of  a  grant  of  every  alternate  section  of  the 
lands  reclaimed  from  inundation;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  presented  the  petition  of 
Alison  Lo^n,  mother  of  Henry  J.  Paul,  late  a 
lieutenant  m  the  Navy,  who  w^s  drowned  in  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  in  1838,  praying;  to  be  allowed  a 
pension;  which  was  referred  to  Sie  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Mr.  MASON  presented  the  memorial  of  Wil- 
liam M.  Armstrong,  a  commander  in  the  Navy, 
who  was  placed  on  the  reserved  list  by  the  de- 
cision of  the  late  naval  board,  praying  to  be  re- 
stored to  his  position  on  the  Navy  list;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Also,  the  petition  of  H.  H.  Rhodes,  late  a  lieu- 
tenant in  the  Navy,  praying  to  be  restored  to  his 
rank  in  the  service,  from  which  he  was  droppedr 
under  a  decision  of  the  late  naval  board;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 


Also,  the  petition  of  Joseph  Myers,  late  a 
commander  in  the  Navy,  who  was  placed  on  the 
reserved  list  by  a  dccisioii  of  the  late  naval 
board,  praying  to  be  restored  to  his  position  on 
the  Navy  list;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  FOOT  submitted  documents  in  relation 
to  the  claim  of  Lucinda  Peters,  wife  of  Barton 
Peters,  to  a  pension  for  the  services  of  her  failier, 
Hczekiah  Herendcen,  a  revolutionary  soldier; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen? 
sions. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  presented  the  petition  of 
Robert  Graham,  representing  one  of  the  heirs  of 
the  late  General  Arthur  St.  Clair,  praying  to  be 
indemnified  for  sacrifices  and  losses  incurred  by 
Grcneral  St.  Clair  in  discharging  a  debt  contracted 
by  him  for  tlie  use  of  the  Government,  while 
acting  as  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  in  the 
Northwest  Territory;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  William  Bingham,  who 
was  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States 
during  the  war  of  1812,  praying  for  a  pension; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Cfommittee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  MALLORY  presented  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Marvin,  praying  for  the  confirmation  of  his 
title  to  certain  lands  m  Florida,  claimed  under  a 
Spanish  grant;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Land  Claims. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WADE,  it  was 

Orderedf  That  the  peUtion  and  accompanying  papera  of 
Polly  Scou,  praying  to  be  allowed  the  bounty  land  and  pa^f 
to  which  her  son,  Benjamin  B.  Scott,  waa  entitled  on  ac- 
count of  military  services  in  Mexico,  be  withdrawn  from 
the  files  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ADAMS,  it  was 

Oi^ered,  That  Uie  petition  and  papers  of  David  Gordon 

be  writhdrawn  from  the  files  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to 

the  Committee  on  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BROWN,  it  was 
Ordered.  That  the  petition  and  accompanying  papers  of 
John  H.  Home,  praying  that  money  illegally  n'quired  of 
him  by  the  Government  in  pa>'nient  for  land  may  be  refunded 
with  Interest,  ne  withdrawn  from  the  files  of  the  Senate, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  AfifUis. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BROWN,  it  was 
Ordered.  That  the  documents  in  relation  to  the  claim  of 
Levi  C.  Harris  for  a  pension  on  account  of  a  wonnd  re- 
ceived during  the  last  war  witli  Great  Britain,  be  witndrawn 
from  Uie  files  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Pensions. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  it  was 
Ordered.  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  Antliony  Ran- 
kin be  withdrawn  frx)ni  the  files  pf  the  Senate,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTER,  it  was 

Ordered f  That  the  heirs  of  Richard  B.  Mason  have  leave 
to  withdraw  their  petition  and  papera. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HAMLIN,  it  was 

Ordered^  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  cititens  of 
Sedgwick  and  Brooklin,  Maine,  pmyingthat  fishing  bouaty 
may  be  allowed  in  the  case  of  the  schooner  Union,  be 
withdrawn  from  the  files  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MALLORY,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  tlie  memorial  and  accompanying  papers  of 
Oscar  P.  Johnston,  a  passed  midshipman  in  uie  united 
States  Navy,  praying  for  the  dififorence  between  the  com- 
pensation of  a  midishipman  and  a  passed  midshipman,  friMu 
the  date  of  his  promotion  to  the  date  of  his  warrant,  be 
withdrawn  from  the  files  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to  the 
Conmiittce  on  Naval  Afiaira. 

COLONEL  MONTGOMERY. 

Mr.  BROWN  presented  the  following  resolu- 
tion ;  which  was  considered  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  agreed  to : 

Resolved f  Tliat  the  President  of  tli^  United  States  be  re- 

aue(»ted  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  the  proceedings  of 
le  court  martial  in  the  case  of  Colonel  Alonlgomery,  of 
the  United  States  Army. 

CIRCUIT  COURT  LN  FLORIDA. 
Mr.  MALLORY  presented  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to: 

ReMolcedy  I'hat  the  Cmnmittee  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  and  report  as  to  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding for  appeals  and  wnts  of  error  from  the  district  courts 
of  the  United  States  in  Florida  to  a  circuit  court. 

APPALACHICOLA  MARINE  HOSPITAL. 
Mr.  MALLORY  presented  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to: 

Retolvedy  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  instructed  i 
to  inquire  into  tlie  expediency  of  establishing  a  marine  hos- 
pital at  Appalactiicola,  in  the  State  of  Florida.  I 

Mr.  MALLORY  submitted  a  document  on  the  \ 


same  subject;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce. 

INITIATION  OF  APPROPRIATION  BILLS. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  move  that  the  Senate 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  resglution 
which  I  submitted  on  the  11th  of  December ,wluch 
is  in  these  terms: 

Resolved f  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  directed  to 
Inquire  hito  the  expediency  of  reporting  tJie  appropriatioQ 
bills  for  the  support  of  the  Government,  or  adopting  other 
measures,  witJi  a  view  of  obtaining  more  speedy  action  oa 
said  bills.  ^ 

The  motion  to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  Mr.  President,  I  beg  leare 
to  submit  a  few  suggestions  and  considerations^ 
very  briefly,  in  support  of  this  resolution.  The 
evils  which  it  is  intended  to  remedy  are  well  known 
at  the  seat  of  the  Grovemment,  but  they  may  not 
be  so  well  known  throughout  the  country.  1 
allude  to  the  protracted  sessions,  and  especially 
to  the  night  sessions,  during  which  the  appropria* 
tion  bills  are  usually  considered,  and  some  forty 
or  fifty  millions  of  dollars  are  voted  away;  and 
voted,  too,  during  the  absence  of  the  best  and 
most  experienced  Senators,  who,  in  consequence 
of  physical  exhaustion,  are  not  able  to  remain  in 
the  Senate  Chamber  to  the  midnight  hours.  It 
is  desirable  to  prevent  midnight  sessions,  also, 
because  it  is  known  that  scenes  sometimes  occur 
in  those  night  sessions  which  a  sense  of  delicacy 
prevents  me  from  describing.  I  may,  however, 
say  with  great  truth,  that  if,  at  such  times,  Con- 

Sess  is  not  in  possession  of  the  jobbers,  both 
ouses  are  at  least  besieged  by  them.  What  is 
the  cause  of  this  ?  I  un^rtakc  to  say  that  it  is 
in  consequence  of  th^  delay  on  the  part  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  consiaering  and 
sending  to  us  tne  appropriation  bills.  An  allega- 
tion of  this  kind  shoula  at  once  be  followed  by 
the  proof;  and  this  I  am  ready  to  offer. 

I  nave  looked  into  the  history  of  legislaticm 
with  considerable  care,  and  have  prepared  a  sta^ 
mept  which  exhibits  the  general  fact  that,  during 
a  long  session,  the  House  of  Representatives 
retains  the  principal  appropriation  tills — to  wit: 
the  civil  and  diplomatic,  the  Array,  and  the  Navy 
appropriation  bills,  (which  together  provide  for 
the  expenditure  of  about  forty  millions  of  dollars,) 
— ^for  generally  two  hundrea  days,  and  leaves  the 
Senate  about  ten  days  to  consider  them.  I  have 
prepared  a  statement,  showing  the  days  on  which 
the  principal  appropriation  bills  for  the  support 
of  tne  Government  were  received  in  the  Senate 
from  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  number 
of  days  of  each  session  expended  by  the  House 
before  maturing  and  passing  each  bill,  the  num- 
ber of  remaining  days  of  the  session  led  to  the 
Senate  for  its  action  upon  each  bill,  the  whole 
number  of  days  in  each  session,  with  the  periods 
of  adioumment.  This  table  begins  in  1842,  and 
concludes  at  the  close  of  the  last  session  in  1855. 

I  desire  to  call  particular  attention  to  what  ap- 
pears upon  the  table  from  1850  to  the  close  of  tne 
last  session — a  period  of  five  years,  during  which 
the  evil  has  assumed  an  alarming  magnitude.  In 
1850,  the  House  of  Reprcscnt{\tives  took  two 
hundred  and  sixty-nine  days  to  consider  tlie  civil 
and  diplomatic  apnropriation  bill,  and  the  Senate 
had  thirty-three  days  left  for  its  consideration 
and  disposition.  In  the  same  year,  the  Senate 
had  but  four  days  to  consider  the  Army  appro- 
priation bill,  and  six  days  for  the  naval  appro- 
priation bill.  In  1851,  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives took  eighty-seven  days  to  consider  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  bill,  and  five  days  remained  for 
the  Senate  to  act  upon  it.  At  the  same  session, 
but  three  days  were  left  to  the  Senate  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Army,  and  a  part  of  the  last 
day  for  the  consideratipn  of  the  Navy  appropria- 
tion bill.  In  1852  the  House  consumed  two  Hun- 
dred and  fifty-six  days  before  sending  us  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill,  and  but  nine- 
teen days  of  the  session  remained  for  its  consid- 
eration in  this  body.  At  the  same  session  but 
fifteen  days  of  our  time  remained  when  we  received 
the  Army  appropriation  bill,  and  but  ten  days 
when  the  Navy  appropriations  were  transmitted 
to  us.  In  1853,  seventy -eight  days  of  the  ses- 
sion passed  away  before  we  received  the  civil  and 
diplomaticbill,  and  but  ten  days  remained.  At 
the  same  session  we  had  only  three  days  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Navy,  and  nineteen  days  for 
the  consideration  of  the  Army,  appropriation  bill 
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In  ld£4  the  House  of  Represcntativea  took  iwo 
bundrfd  nnd  eighteen  days  for  ibe  civil  and  diplo- 
ftialic  bill,  IcaTiiig  only  tivcnly-cight days  remain- 
ing before  the  termination  of  the  Besaian.  Duiin|; 
the  same  year  we  liad  sevcnleen  daya  for  the 
Armv.andeleTen  for  the  Navy, approprialioQ  bill. 
Ill  1855  ibe  Houae  allowed  eighly-lhrre  days  lo 
jiass  away  before  sending  ub  tlic  civil  and  diplo- 
matic bill,  Icavins  seven  daya  for  ila  conaideralion 
by  tbe  Senate.    At  iho  aamo  session  wc  had  four 


aaine  treatment.  I  think  ilieae  facta  show  tfai 
(he  wilbholding  or  the  appropriation  bills  bythc 
House  of  Representatives  is  a  practical  denial  icr 
the  Senate  of  the  corslilutionol  right  to  consider 
Iheni.  Itia  a  growing  evil,  which  must  be  reme- 
died in  some  way,  or  the  wcll-adjuated  machinery 
of  our  Government  will  be  deranged,  and  ulti- 
mately the  whole  system  must  fnll.  At  the  last 
Bessron  I  introduced  a  bill  for  the  establishment 
of  a  court  of  claima  lo  relieve  ub  from  the  con- 
sideration or  prii-ate  doiina,  and  to  prevent  our 
l>eing  olcclioneercd  with  upon  those  queationa. 
[|  was  passed  into  a  law,  and  I  hope  it  will  worli 
well.  Its  object  was  to  remedy  a  crying  evil.  I 
now  present  lo  your  notice  another  acknowledged 
rrit.  How  iail  to  be  remedied?  First,  by  bring- 
ing it  td  (he  notice  of  an  enlightened  public,  and 
having  en  eijlighlened  public  mind  brought  to 
bear  upon  the  question.  Second,  by  our  consid- 
ering whether  we  hare  the  constitutianal  power 
to  originate  the  appropriation  bills,  and,  if  so, 
whether  it  is  expedient  that  vc  shotild  do  sb.  In 
the  third  place,  [  tliink  it  could  be  remeditd  in 
some  mesjiurc  by  doubling  the  compensation  of 
members  of  Congress,  and  giving  it  to  them  in 
the  aliape  of  a  lulaj-y.  I  believe  it  would  be 
sound  statesmanship  and  true  economy  thus  to 
alter  tlie  law  concerning  the  compensation  of 
meinbera  of  Congress. 

Now,  sir,  a  word  or  two  upon  the  power  of 
the  Senate  to  originate  the  nppropriuljon  bills. 
When  I  first  entered  upon  the  consideration  of 
this  question,  I  thought  it  cxcecdinely  doubtful 
whether  we  had  the  power,  or  whether,  at  any 
rate,  it  would  not  be  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the 
Constitution,  to  originate  tlie  appropriation  bills 
Id  the  Senate.'  Further  examination  and  reQec- 
tion  hare  aaiialied  mc  (hat  we  poaaess  the  coii- 
■titutional  power,  and  I  think  our  duty  to  exer- 
cise it  becomes  clear  in  view  of  the  facta  which 
I  have  slated.  The  constitutional  provision  upon 
this  subject  reads  as  follows: 

DriteprearnuiivHiliiitthr  Sdnaic  mai;  propoM  «  concur 

Alihoug;h  wo  are  not  alto^ther  prohibited 
from  originating  bills  appropriating  revenue,  an 
appropriation  of  revenue  necessarily  involves  the 
necessity  of  taxation,  and,  therefore,  1  thought 
ihAt  perhaps  it  might  be  as  well  to  allow  the 
appropriation  billa  to  originate  in  the  House  of 
nil.' prcsenta lives,  where  the  great  taxing  power  is 
confided  by  (hcConalilutiDn,thc  members  of  that 
House  being  the  immediate  reprcaenlalivcs  of 
(he  people  and  the  grand  inquest  of  the  nation. 
An  examination  of  the  proceedings  of  ihc  con- 
vention which  formed  tlie  Conalitulion  shows 
that  (he  original  resolution  agreed  to  by  (ho 
convention,  nnd  the  original  drnll  of  the  Conati- 
tulion,  conta.ined  a  clause  nrohibiting  the  origin- 
ation of  appropriation  bills  in  the  Senate,  nnd 
giving  that  power  exclusively  to  the  House  of 
E'-presenlatives;  but,  towards  the  close  of  the 
session  of  the  convenltoir,  the  clause  conferring 
the  power  upon  the  House  of  Reprf 
alone  was  stricken  out;  Ihcrebyshowi 
inlcntion  on  the  part  of  the  framers  of  u 

e  Seiinte  an  cquE' 
the  House  in  regard  lo  approprialior 


ling  or  Biiprojmsliiif 


Gentlemen  will  find  this  resolution  at  page  S06 
of  the  firB(  volume  of  Elliot's  Debates  of  the 
Federal  Convention.  It  was  passed  on  the  IClli 
of  July,  1T87.  On  the  SGlh  of  July  it  was  re- 
ferred lo  the  Committee  of  Detail.  On  the  Gtli 
of  August  the  proposition  was  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  Detail  in  the  first  draft  of  the  Con- 
stitution. A  motion  lo  amend  it  was  then  re- 
jected, and  the  conaidemtion  of  the  aubject  post- 
poned. It  was  subsequently  referred  to  a  special 
committee,  and  the  provision  was  agreed  to,  on 
the  8th  of  SeplemWr,  in  the  form  in  which  it 
now  appears  in  tiie  Constitution — the  clause  con- 
fining the  power  to  originate  appropriation  bills 
to  the  House  of  RepreseniativeB  having  been 
stricken  out. 

From  these  facts,  I  conclude  that  the  only  re- 
striction upon  'he  power  of  the  Senate  to  origin- 
ate bills  is  confined  to  bills  for  raising  revenue, 
and  we  have  full  power  (o  originate  all  others,  (he 
appropriation  bills  not  excepted.  In  view  of  the 
facts  embodied  in  the  slalement  which  I  have 


cnted,  and  which  I  will  hi 

■itig  appended  lo  my  reins 
thinlt  it  is  expedient  that  we  ahould  cxei 


presci 

for  the  purpose  of  being  appended 

I  think  it  ia  expedient  that  we  i 

this  power  iu  regard  to  the  appropriation  bills. 


The  present  House  of  Representatives,  it  is  (rue, 
may  do  better  than  their  predecessors.  It  does 
nol  become  me  to  speak  of  that  body.  It  would 
be  contrary  to  courtesy  and  the  rulea  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  do  BO.  I  will  simply  express  the  hope  that, 
notwillistanding  the  present  indecision  in  that 
body,  it  will  do  better  in  this  regard  than  its  pit- 
decesBora,  though  I  must  confess  it  is  commencing 
to  do  buBinesa  very  slowly.  . 

For  the  reasons  which  I  have  stated,  I  hope 
(he  resolution  will  be  adopted,  and  that  (he  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  wiU  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  reporting  the  appropriation  bills.  That 
committee  can  confer  unofficially  with  the  proper 
commitlec  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
see  whether  it  is  not  possible  to  make  an  arrange- 
ment by  which  wc  may  appropriate  the  people's 
money  in  the  face  of  day,  and  not  at  the  dead 
hour  of  midnight.  The  course  which  has  been 
hitherto  pursued  is  injurious  lo  tliB  character  of 
Congress.  It  tends  to  create  among  the  peopis 
disaatiafnction  with  our  form  of  government.  It 
would  be  more  becoming  tberepreaenlaiiveaof  a 
great  people  to  appropriate  in  the  face  of  day,  and 
nol  in  the  dark  hours  of  nt^hl,  the  vast  sums  of 
money  which  this  Governmeni  expcnda.  If  the 
resolution  be  adopted,  I  hope  the  commillee  will 
take  the  aubject  into  consideration,  and  if  it  is 
determined  that  we  have  llic  power  let  us  exer- 

The  following  is  the  table  referred  to: 


ro/S^y, 


af  Repraeniatiti^—tKe  nvjn^cjofilrvtofearKaaruin  fxfenAei  iv  the  il{,tiie  of  litpratjilatiBa 
>fl,  and  f A*  iloyt  (i/m^jfiwunntC. 


Much  3,  \W 


lunS    17,  IM< 


(^  h^i' 


.Varch  3, 1»4I 


March  3,  IH9 


Mr.  CLAYTON.  Mr.  President,  I  concur 
with  the  honornhle  gentleman  from  R'nnsylvania 
in  the  view  which  he  has  taken  of  the  importance 
of  this  subject,  and  1  regret  that  what  he  has  said 
did  not  receive  more  general  attention  by  the  Sen- 
ate.   There  is  hardly  a  more  important  subject  for 


us  to  consider,  riowhowaiand  the  facta?  During 
(he  last  Congress,  and  the  Congress  preceding 
that,  the  appropriation  bills  came  here  so  late  tliat 
it  was  utterly  impossible  for  the  Senate  lo  do  jua- 
lice  lo  itself  and  to  the  country  in  llic  examination 
of  lliem;  and  now  we  can  pretjict  almost  witli 
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certainty,  that,  during  the  heats  of  the  next  sum- 
mer, when  members  are  exhausted  and  worn  out, 
a  day  or  two  before  the  close  of  the  session  some 
of  the  most  important  appropriation  bills  will 
be  presented  here,  when  we  have  not  the  oppor- 
tunity— when  in  fact  we  have  not  the  physical 
ability  to  examine  them.  At  that  period  of  the 
session,  we  are  usually  exhausted  by  the  heat;  we 
are  worn  out  by  the  length  of  the  session;  and 
appropriations  pass,  takins:  hundreds  upon  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  dollars  out  of  the  Treas- 
ury, without  the  knowledgre  of  one  half  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate.  This  is  not  an  evil  of  recent 
frowth.  It  has  been  an  evil  ever  since  I  have 
nown  the  Senate.     It  was  almost  as  bad  twcnty- 

•  seven  years  ago  as  it  is  now,  and  no  measures  have 
ever  been  taken  to  arrest  this  state  of  things. 

Now,  sir,  I  rise  only  for  the  purpose  of  making 
one  or  two  remarks,  to  point  out  the  remedy  to 
which  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
yania  has  referred ;  for  that  is  the  important  pomt 
to  consider.  What  is  to  be  done  ?  Everybody 
admits  the  existence  of  this  monstrous  evil.  What 
is  to  be  done  to  remedy  it?    He  has  made  several 

fropositions.  I  have  heard  other  suggestions, 
t  has  been  proposed  that  we  pass  a  rule,  ajid  de- 
clare that  we  will  not  receive  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  and  act  upon  an  appropriation 
bill  if  it  comes  here  so  as  to  deny  us  sixty  days 
for  the  consideration  of  the  bill.  That  would 
be  very  well,  |>erhaps,  if  we  would  stand  by  and 
enforce  our  own  rule,  and  the  other  House  could 
also  understand  that  we  intended  to  enforce  it; 
but  they  understand  us  as  well  as  we  do  our- 
selves. They  know  very  well  that,  whatever 
rule  we  pass,  the  exigencies  of  the  occasion  will 
require  of  us  to  repeal  our  rule,  in  order  that  some 
most  important  appropriations  may  be  passed; 
so  that  I  should  look  upon  a  nile  of  that  sort  as 
a  perfect  brutumfulmenf  coming  to  nothing  in  the 
end. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
has  suggested  another  remedy.  He  undoubtedly 
is  right  m  the  view  which  he  takes  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States.  There  is  nothing 
in  the  Constitution  to  prevent  us  from  originating 
money  bills  here.  It  is  not  here  as  it  is  in  Eng- 
land, where  that  right  resides  solely  with  the 
British  House  of  Commons.  We  are  prevented 
from  introducing  revenue  bills,  but  bills  for  an 
appropriation  we  have  as  much  right  to  introduce 
as  the  other  House  has.  Now,  if  it  could  be 
arranged  between  the  Committee  on  Finance  of 
this  body,  and  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  that  cer- 
tain bills  of  a  vastly  important  character  should 
originate  there,  for  instance,  the  general  civil  and 
diplomaLic  appropriation  bill,  while  the  Senate's 
committee  were  originating  and  considering  the 
Army  and  Navy  appropriation  bills,  (thus  di- 
viding the  labor,  ana  enabling  our  committee  to 
devote  itself  to  one  great  subject,  while  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  committee  in  the  othbr  House 
were  devoting  themselves  to  another,)  I  think  a 
great  improvement  might  come  out  of  that.  In 
that  way  we  might  send  them,  three  or  four 
months  uefore  the  end  of  the  session,  the  Army 
and  Navy  appropriation  bills,  and  they  might 
aend  the  general  civil  and  diplomatic  appropria- 
tion bill  here  at  the  same  time. 

Sir,  I  repeat  again,  the  evil  is  becoming  a  cry- 
ing one.     Every  experienced  member  of  Con- 

•  gress  knows  that,  in  consequence  of  the  eScisiing 
mode  of  legislation,  the  Senate  is  virtually  de- 
prived of  power  to  consider  and  examine,  as 
oecomes  it,  and  as  it  is  its  duty  to  do,  some  of  the 
most  important  measures  of  legislation  proposed 
for  the  country. 

Mr.  HUNTER  As  I  understand  it,  Mr. 
President,  this  is  simply  a  resolution  of  inquiry. 
It  directs  the  Committee  on  Finance  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  originating  the  appropria- 
tion bills  in  this  body,  in  that  point  of  view,  it 
seems  tome  that  it  is  a  proper  resolution.  It  is 
a  proper  subject  for  the  Senate  to  inquire  into, 
wliether  they  will  depart  from  the  praciic?  which 
has  existed  since  the  origin  of  the  Government, 
in  regard  to  the  appropriation  bills.  As  to  the 
question  of  power,  I  think  there  can  be  no  sort 
of  doubt.  We  exercise  the  power  in  almost  every 
little  pension  case,  and  in  thousands  of  bills  in 
which  we  appropriate  money.  The  restriction  of 
the  Constitution  has  been  decided  in  this  body  to 
apply  only  to  those  bills  which  provide  for  raising 


revenue — taxingbills.  I  believe  it  has  never  been 
disputed  here  that  we  have  the  power  to  originate 
appropriatian  bills.  It  is  a  mere  question  of  ex- 
peaiency  and  courtesy.  It  seems  to  me,  that  the 
mode  which  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  has 
suggested  is  probably  the  right  one — that  the 
Committee  on  Finance  should  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  originating  those  bills  in  this  body. 
In  regard  to  the  history  of  legislation  for  rpany 
years  past  upon  this  important  subject,  I  have 
nothing  to  say.  That  history  spr»aks  for  itself, 
and  needs  no  comment.  I  believe  that  it  is  proper 
that  this  subject  should  be  inquired  into  by  the 
committee,  who,  doubtless,  will  soon  make  some 
report  upon  it. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  Mr.  President,  the  inquiry  sug- 
gested by  this  resolution  will,  I  venture  to  predict, 
result  in  nothing.  There  is  no  Cjuestion  about 
the  power  of  the  Senate;  there  is  no  question 
about  the  enormous  evils  suggested  by  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Delaware;  but  this  is  not 
the  remedy.  Neither  House,  usually,  has  any 
difficulty  in  regard  to  the  ordinary  appropriations. 
They  are  generally  such  as  are  estimated  for  by 
the  departments.  Theirestimates  are  sometimes 
curtailed,  and  sometimes  enlarged;  but  in  regard 
to  them  there  is  usually  very  little  difficulty.  The 
evil  of  bringing  in  the  appropriation  bills  at  the 
close  of  the  session  grows  entirely  out  of  the 
amendments  added  to  them.  Every  bad  thing, 
every  job,  every  proposition  that  cannot  stand 
discussion,  is  put  into  an  appropriation  bill,  in 
one  House  or  the  other,  by  way  of  amendment. 
One  of  the  greatest  evils  in  our  Governmenf  at 
the  present  time  arises  from  the  action  of  the 
Executive  Departments  upon  such  propositions. 
They  send  us,  at  the  commencement  of  a  session, 
estimates  of  appropriations  required  for  the  year; 
but  Senators  and  Members  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives who  want  particular  appropriations 
for  particular  objects — the  outside  jobbers,  the 
outside  influence  that  want  things  done — go  fre- 
quently to  the  Departments— to  the  Treasury, 
or  W^ar,  or  Navy,  or  some  other  Department — 
and  get  a  recommendation  from  a  Secretary. 
During  my  short  service  in  this  body,  I  have  seen 
Senators  come  here,  within  two  hours  of  the  final 
passage  of  an  appropriation  bill,  with  a  pocket 
full  of  recommendations  for  appropriations  from 
the  Departments.  The  result  is,  that  millions  of 
money  are  voted  that  ought  not  to  be  voted,  and 
would  not  be  voted  if  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  had  an  opportunity  for  examina- 
tion and  consideration.  To  the  great  scandal  of 
the  two  Houses,  improper  appropriations  are,  in 
this  way,  inserted  in  the  appropriation  bills. 

Now,  what  is  the  remedy  for  this  state  of 
things?  The  Senator  from  Delaware  seems  to 
think  that  no  rule  which  we  can  make  will  be  ef- 
fectual as  a  remedy.  I  toll  him  that  if  the  evil 
cannot  be  cured  by  a  rule,  it  cannot  be  done  by  tlie 
course  now  suggested.  If  an  appropriation  bill 
were  to  be  intioauced  into  this  body  to-morrow, 
and  we  should  pass  it  in  a  month  and  send  it  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  it  would  lie  there  until 
within  a  few  days  of  the  close  of  the  session. 
Gcptlemen  may  recollect  that,  during  the  last  Con- 
gress, the  House  did  send  us  some  of  the  appropri- 
ation bills  months  before  the  close  of  the  session. 
They  came  to  this  branch  of  the  Legislature, 
We  took  up  the  subject  in  due  time,— our  com- 
mittee did  Its  duty  in  good  time, — and  sent  them 
back  with  very  many  atnendments.  One  of  those 
bills  was  returned  to  us  in  the  last  hours  of  the 
session  with  a  long  string  of  amendments— fifty 
or  sixty  I  think— in  regard  to  which  the  two 
Houses  disagreed.  Tlie  statement  of  the  fact 
which  I  have  just  mentioned  shows  where  the 
mischief  is.  It  does  not  depend  on  the  time  when 
the  appropriation  bills  are  introduced  and  passed 
by  one  House  or  the  other.  When  an  appropri- 
ation bill  is  sent  here  by  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives you  put  on  amendments.  They  are  sent 
to  the  House,  and  they  put  on  additional  amend- 
ments. It  has  been  part  of  the  policy  of  those 
who  endeavor  to  obtain  bad  appropriations— ap- 
propriations that  ought  not  to  pass— appropria- 
tions that  would  not  pass  if  tiiey  were  fairly 
investigated  by  either  House — to  hold  back  the 
appropriation  bills  until  investigation  becomes 
impossible,  and  then  to  offer  their  propositions  as 
amendments. 

An  experience  of  eight  or  ten  years  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  of  the 


other  House,  and  my  observation  here,  have 
taught  me  that  the  trffe  remedy,  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate  at  least,  is  to  adopt  a  rule  that  the  Senate 
will  not  consider  any  amendment  which  is  not 
introduced  a  certain  number  of  days  before  the 
end  of  the  session,  say  twenty  or  thirty  days,  so 
as  to  allow  nothing  to  be  added  to  an  appro- 
priation bill  which  has  not  been  investigared. 
Then,  if  we  adhere  to  the  rules,  we  shall  not  suf- 
fer our  bills  to  be  crowded  with  amendments 
which  ought  not  to  be  there.  Since  I  have  been 
a  member  of  Congress  I  have  known  cases  u>  be 

Erovided  for  in  appropriation  bills,  when  s<^parate 
ills  for  the  same  purpose  had  been  defeatedfas:am 
and  again  on  their  own  merits.  (Questions  have 
been  debated  during  a  session,  fairly  consider^, 
and  defeated  by  overwhelming  majorities;  ami 
yet  they  have  been  tacked  to  an  appropriation  bill 
in  one  branch,  and  then  carried  through,  by  tiie 
agency  of  a  committee  of  conference,  in  spite  of 
nine  tenths  of  ih(»  members  of  one  or  both  Hous»-s. 
If  a  Senator  objects  to  some  provision  of  an  ap- 
propriation bill,  he  is  told  he  must  take  it  as  a 
totality  or  defeat  the  bill.  This  is  a  crying  out- 
rage— it  is  an  enormous  evil;  and  we  are  almost 
as  guilty  as  if  we  connived  at  the  ivickedncs? 
which  goes  through  Congress  every  year  on  the 
appropriation  bills. 

I  have  suggested  the  propriety  of  adoptin«:  a 
nilc  by  which  we  shall  consider  nothing  but  re*- 
ularappropriations,nnd  not  consider  anriendments 
proposed  in  either  House  without  an  opportunity 
for  their  examination  having  been  afforded.  For 
our  own  protection  we  ought  to  do  this,  and  vt 
ought  to  protect  ourselves  against  the  House  of 
Representatives  and  their  committees,  as  well  as 
our  own;  and  we  ought  to  say  that  we  will  rot 
consider  any  amendment  involving  a  new  appro- 
priation which  is  tacked  to  a  bill  within  thirty 
days  of  the  close  of  a  session.  I  trust  the  Sen- 
ator from  Pennsylvania,  who  has  turned  his  at- 
tention to  the  subject,  will  propose  that  or  some 
other  measure — not  to  hasten  the  appropriation 
bills;  that  will  not  cure  the  evil,  for  i  do  not  care 
when  you  pass  the  bulk  of  them.  The  groat  object 
to  be  accomplished  is  to  cut  off  those  amendments 
by  which  jobs  are  created  on  the  last  night  of  a 
session  in  both  Houses. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  shall  vote  very  cheerfolly 
for  this  resolution  of  instruction  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance  to  inquire  into  this  subject;  but  I  deem 
it  proper  to  say  now,  that  I  do  not,  by  an^  moans, 
intend  to  commit  myself  to  the  proposition  that 
the  measure  proposed  is  right  in  itself,  or  that  it 
is  right  in  view  of  the  Constitution.  It  is  true 
that^  according  to  the  letter  of  the  Constitution, 
appropriation  bills  may  be  originated  by  the 
Senate,  for  they  are  not  strictly  revenue  bills; 
yet  we  all  know  that,  in  point  of  fact,  they  have 
come  into  the  place  of  revenue  bills.  We  make 
a  revenue  bill  out  once  in  ten  or  twelve  years, 
and  these  appropriation  bills  are  in  fact  what  were 
intended,  I  suppose,  by  the  framcrs  of  the  Con- 
stitution, as  bills  of  revenue.  They  appropriate 
the  revenue  which  is  only  regulated  oy  a  bill 
passed  once  in  a  period  of  several  years.  Now, 
notwithstanding  all  the  inconveniences  attendant 
on  the  present  mode  of  transacting  business,  1 
am  quite  satisfied  that  this  branch  of  the  national 
legislation  is  most  safely  reposed  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States — represent- 
atives from  limited  districts,  the  direct  represent- 
atives of  the  people  themselves,  and  not  of  the 
States — representatives  responsible  to  the  people 
directly  and  immediately  at  the  expiration  of  ev*  ry 
two  years.  I  think  it  would  be  very  much  to  h« 
deplored,  so  far  as  concerns  the  appropriation  of 
the  pubUc  money,  that  it  should  in  any  degree  be 
withdrawn  from  that  House  and  concentrau-d  in 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  As  the  tendency 
of  things  strikes  me,  it  is  now,  as  it  has  for  many 
years  been,  to  concentrate  in  the  Senate  a  lar^T 
share  than  in  the  House  of  the  various  legislation 
which  the  country  requires.  That  happens  so, 
because  the  number  of  tliis  body  is  smeuler;  be- 
cause its  rules,  therefore,  are  more  practicable, 
and  business  can  be  more  feasibly  transacted; 
whih,  on  the  other  hand,  the  constitution  of  the 
other  House  is  such  that  business  is  more  slowly 
transacted,  and  with  greater  difficulty.  Bui  if^ 
know  anything  of  the  constitution  of  the  two 
Houses,  what  I  do  know  has  led  me  to  believe 
that  proposed  appropriations  are  more  carefully 
examined  by  committees  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
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resentatives  than  they  naturally  would  be  here; 
and  thai  if  this  be  not  the  fact,  and  if  our  com- 
mittees are  equal,  yet  there  is  a  more  strict  sense 
of  accountability  on  the  part  of  the  members  of 
tliat  Houpe  in  ng^ard  to  the  fisc^hl  aifoirs  of  the 
Government.  It  is  for  these  reasons,  while  I  think 
some  remedy  is  necessary  for  the  inconveniences 
which  have  been  suffered— and  I  am  willing;  to 
vote  for  this  resolution  of  inquiry — I  ydj  at  the 
same  time,  am  far  from  believing  it  will  be  right, 
or  safe,  or  judicious,  or  strictly  within  the  spirit 
of  the  Constitution,  for  us  to  assume  this  great 
branch  of  business,  which  properly  belong  to 
the  conimons  of  the  country— the  House  of  uep- 
resentaiives— according  to  the  previous  settled 
habit  of  the  country. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  Mr.  President, I  am  inclined 
to  concur  with  the  Senator  from  Georgia,  [Mr, 
Toombs,]  as  to  the  best  method  to  effect  the  ob- 
ject m'hich  I  believe  all  Senators  desire.  While 
the  gentleman  from  I^Iaware  has  very  little  faith 
hi,  and  very  little  reliance  on,  any  rule  which  may 
be  adopted,  I  am  inclin|^to  believe  that  more 
good  may  result  from  th^Roption  of  rules,  either 
by  the  Senate  separately,  or  by  both  Houses 
jointly,  than  in  any  other  way.  I  think  the 
resoUi'tion  is  broad  enough  as  it  now  stands  to 
authorize  the  Committee  on  Finance  to  conclude 
their  investigation  by  recommending  any  process 
ivhich,  in  their  judgment,  shall  be  deemed  best. 
Now  I  think  that  a  joint  nilc  of  the  two  Houses 
-which  would  authorize  and  make  it  compulsory, 
if  you  please,  on  the>  Senate  committee,  to  report 
Certain  of  the  appropri.ition  bills,  whilst  certain 
others  should  be  reported  in  the  House  at  the 
same  time,  thus  enabling  the  Senate  to  be  acting 
primarily  on  one  class  of  the  appropriation  bills 
while  the  House  was  acting  on  another,  would  be 
desirable,  and  in  that  way  the-  amendments  to 
those  bills  could  be  acted  on  deliberately.  I  think 
a  joint  rule  (a  rule  which  could  not  be  abrogated 
or  annun«*d  by  a  vote  of  either  body  by  itself) 
mii^ht  also  be  adopted,  which  should  require 
action  primarily  upon  an  appropriation  bill  within 
a  limited  number  of  days  before  the  session  should 
conclude.  I  believe  that  much  of  the  evil  which 
we  experience  in  relation  to  our  protracted  sit- 
ting's, and  to  the  obnoxious  matter  that  gets  in- 
corporated into  an  appropriation  bill,  could  thus 
be  avoided. 

Sir,  in  my  judgment,  all  the  appropriation  bills 
should  be  passed  by  both  Houses  of  Congress 
many  days  before  the  time  when  their  sessions 
temninate.  An  appropriation  bill  ought  to  be 
submitted  to  the  Senate  with  a  sufficient  time  in- 
terrening  between  its  final  action  upon  it  and  the 
conclusion  of  the  session  to  justify  the  House  or 
the  Senate  in  actually  killing  the  bill;  giving  them 
time  to  originate  another,  if  there  were  enough 
objectionable  matter  contained  in  it  to  authorize 
that  course.  Now,  however,  we  are  compelled  to 
take  an  appropriation  bill  as  it  is.  The  Govern- 
ment is  to  be  obstructed  in  its  ordinary  functions, 
unless  we  take  an  appropriation  bill  as  it  is  pre- 
sented to  us,  with  all  the  objectionable  matter 
-which  it  may  contain. 

I  think  these  are  suggestions  which  are  worthy 
at  least  of  the  consideration  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance;  and,  however  feeble  and  however  inef- 
fectual may  be  an  effort  to  remedy  the  evils  under 
which  we  suffer,  I  believe  sincerely  that  by  rules 
here,  and  by  joint  rules  binding  on  both  branches 
of  Congress,  more  good  can  be  accomplished  than 
by  any  other  process. 

Mr.  BAYAkD.  Mr.  President,  the  resolution 
before  the  Senate  is  simply  a  resolution  of  in- 
(jTilVy ,  and  I  should'  not  indulge  in  a  single  remark 
in  reference  to  it  but  for  what  was  said  by  the 
honorable  Senator  from  New  York  [Mr.  Seward] 
in  the  conclusion  of  his  remarks.  This  is  not 
the  first  time  that  that  honorable  Senator,  as  it 
•eems  to  me,  has  indulged  in  a  line  of  remark 
calculated  to  impair  the  dignity  and  proper  weight 
in  the  government  of  the  body  of  which  he  is  a 
member.  That  portion  of  his  remarks  to  which 
I  allude  is  the  contrast  which  he  attempted  to 
draw  between  the  Senate,  as  representing  the 
State  sovereignties,  and  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives as  representing  the  power  of  numbers. 
That,  sir,  is  the  form  of  organization  of  our 
Grovernment;  and  it  is  well  for  it  that  it  is  so. 
Without  that  mixed  form  of  government,  we 
could  hardly  have  expected  the  Federal  Union  to 
last  as  lon^  as  it  \\rb.    Hut  for  that  principle,  it 
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must,  ere  tliis,  either  have  been  concentrated  into 
a  popular  sovereignty,  or  have  become  a  dismem- 
bered Union. 

Mr.  President,  I  do  not  mean  to  go  into  any  ar- 
gument on  this  question;  but  the  idea  was  throwi^ 
out,  though  not  professedly  stated,  in  the  remarks 
of  the  Senator  from  New  York,  that  there  was 
an  aspect  of  unconstitutionality  about  the  inquiry 
which  this  resolution  proposes,  or  at  least  about 
the  action  to  which  it  may  lead.  On  what  ground  ? 
The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  places  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  for  all  legislative 
purposes,  precisely  on  the  same  footing  as  the 
House  of  Representatives.  They  are  coordinate 
branches.  It  is  true,  in  our  form  of  government, 
the  one  represents  the  sovereignty  of  the  States — 
the  other  the  popular  sentiment  of  the  country; 
but  there  is  no  more  weight  to  be  attached  to  the 
action  of  the  one  than  to  that  of  the  other.  Most 
assuredly,  the  Constitution  •gives  no  greater  au- 
thority to  the  one  body  than  to  the  other.  The 
fiat  oi  each  is  necessary  for  all  purposes  of  legis- 
lation, and  that  was  the  intention  of  the  framers 
of  our  Government.  It  was  intended,  further,  that 
the  principle  of  State  sovereignty  represented  here 
should  operate  as  a  check  upon  the  power  of 
numbers  represented  in  the  other  House,  or  else 
I  entirely  misread  the  Federal  Constitution. 

Now,  sir,  I  would  not  derogate  from  the  weight 
of  numbers;  I  do  not  wish  to  impair  the  effect  of 
the  public  opinion  of  the  whole  country;  but  I 
still  think  that  our  form  of  Government  requires 
that  we  should  maintain  the  Senate  in  its  proper 
position;  not  that  we  should  attempt  to  concen- 
trate in  the  Senate  any  powers  that  do  not  belong 
to  it.  But  how  is  it  concentrating  such  powers? 
What  is  the  meaning  of  the  language  of  the  hon- 
erable  Senator  fron  New  York,  when  he  tells  us 
that  the  Senate  is  concentrating  powers  in  itself 
apart  from  the  other  House?  For  any  purpose 
of  legislation,  all  we  do  here  is  virtually  useless 
unless  concurred  in  by  the  other  House.  The 
fact  that  we  pass  upon  an  appropriation  bill  first, 
does  not  prevent  the  subsequent  thorough  exami- 
nation of  it  by  the  House  of  Representatives;  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  system  that  has  been  hith- 
erto maintained  has  been,  that  appropriation  bills 
have  come  to  us  at  so  late  a  period,  that  it  has 
been  imipossible  to  discuss  them  in  the  Senate, and 
we  have  been  forced  oftentimes  to  adopt  measures 
which  otherwise  would  not  have  been  adopted, 
even  in  the  shape  of  appropriations.  .Further, 
under  the  pernicious  system  which  exists,  of 
tacking  general  legislation  to  appropriation  bills, 
we  have  been  forced  into  the  adoption  of  general 
Icjgislative  measures,  without  even  the  semblance 
of  discussion  for  the  purpose  of  determining 
whether  they  were  rig^ht  or  wrong. 

Sir,  I  hold — and  this  is  the  object  of  my  re- 
marks now — that  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
stands  on  a  footing  of  eciuality  with  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  United  States.  Though 
the  one  represents  the  popular  sentiment,  and 
the  other  represents  the  sentiment  of  the  people 
of  States,  they  equally  represent  the  popular  sen- 
timent of  the  country  in  its  true,  proper,  and 
constitutional  sense.  They  equally  nave  a  right 
(with  the  exception  prcscrfbed  in  the  Constitu- 
tion as  to  bills  for  raising  revenue)  to  initiate  all 
legislative  proceedings. 

1  am  at  a  loss  to  conceive  on  what  ground  the 
charge  is  made  against  this  body,  that  we  have 
attempted  to  concentrate  legislative  powers  in  our 
hands.  Where,  when,  and  on  what  occasion? 
The  charge  is  without  specification,  but  it  goes 
forth  to  the  country  with  the  sanction  of  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  New  York.  I  can  understand, 
Mr.  President,  that  a  gentleman  holding  a  distin- 
guished position  from  one  of  the  lar^^st  States  in 
the  Union  might  desire  to  make  such  an  impres- 
sion upon  the  country  that,  if  this  Government 
shoula  be  transferred  from  a  mixed  republic  into 
a  pure  democracy,  in  which  the  power  of  num- 
bers alone  should  rule,  popular  sentiment  might 
^ve  greater  individual  influence  to  him,  as  head- 
ing one  of  the  largest  States.  1  can  understand 
that;  but  I  trust  that  objects  or  motives  of  that 
kind  will  never,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States,  lead  them  to  abandon  their 
true  and  just  position  in  the  legislation  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  Mr.  President,  something 
has  been  said  in  this  debate  as  to  the  efficacy  oi 
rules.    Since  I  have  had  any  knowledge  of  this 


body,  we  have  had  two  joint  rules  of  the  two 
Houses,  which  I  will  read: 

"  16.  No  bill  that  shall  have  pn?eed  one  House,  ehnll  be 
pent  for  conciirrpiice  to  tlie  oUier  on  eiUier  oftlie  la«t  tlirec 
dayn  of  the  scsbion. 

"  17.  No  hill  or  re!«oliaion  thai  shalJ  have  passed  tlie 
IIoiK-se  of  llppre.-ontativptJ  and  the  Senate,  shall  he  pre- 
sentPd  to  the  Pre-idf^nt  of  the  (Inited  States,  for  his  appro- 
bation, on  the  ]a.<^t  day  of  the  settsion.*' 

Now,  sir,  I  appeal  to  all  the  members  here,  if 
both  these  joint  rules  have  not  been  abrogated  at 
every  session  of  Congress  for  the  last  twenty  yeara' 
No  one  can  deny  this  faet;  and  it  shows  what  the 
effect  of  a  joint  rule  is.  If,  however,  it  be  deemed 
by  honorable  gontlemen  that  a  rule  be  of  any 
benefit  to  cure  this  evil,  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  - 
accept  it.  I  only  wish  it  to  be  understood  that, 
in  my  judgment,  the  rule  will  not  have  the  effect 
intended,  and  that  there  must  be  some  other 
remedy  applied.  I  hope  the  wisdom  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  will  enable  them  to  apply  some 
other  remedy  in  order  to  get  rid  of  this  evd. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Clay  in 
the  chair.)  The  question  is  on  agreeing  to  the 
resolution  of  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

COLONEL  BENJAMIN  S.  ROBERTS. 

Mr.  FOOT.  I  ask  the  Senate  now  to  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  which  I 
introduced  this  day  week,  in  reference  to  Colonel 
Roberts.  I  understand  that  the  Senator  from 
Mississippi  [Mr.  Brown]  desires  to  submit  some 
remarks  nipon  it  brfore  it  shall  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  that  being  the 
motion  pending.  I  introduced  at  the  same  time, 
a  joint  resolution  to  request  tlie  President  to  cause 
a  sword,  with  suitable  devices,  to  be  prrsonted  to 
Colontil  Roberts,  in  testimony  of  the  high  sense 
entertained  by  Coni^essof  his  gallantry  and  good 
conduct  at  the  storming  of  Chepultcpecand  taking 
of  the  city  of  Mexico;  but  inasmuch  as  the  Senate 
are  acting  upon  a  determination  not  to  receive  bills 
or  resolutions  requiring  tlie  coordinate  action  of 
the  other  House,  until  that  branch  of  Congress 
shall  be  organized,  that  joint  resolution  is  with- 
drawn for  the  time  being. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Keso/fcrf,  That  the  report  of  Donjamin  S.  Roberta,  Cap- 
tain of  tho  Rifles,  made  to  General  Twigg.-*,  on  returnlnat  to 
hlin  tlie  American  flaj  which  had  lie^n  the  first  plaiiVd 
upon  the  Capitol  of  Mf-xico,  and  which  he  had  intrusted 
to  the  keeping  of  Captain  Roberts  in  the  storming  of  Che- 
pultepec,  antl  the  taking  of  the  city  of  IMexico,  bearingdate 
"  City  of  MoxicOj  17th  Septeinhv-r,  1847,"  he  takert  from 
the  files  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and 
be  printed ;  and  that  the  President  pro  tempore  of  the  Sen- 
ate eaui^e  an  en^ni^scd  copy  thereof  to  be  d'^pos^itcd  in  llie 
Department  of  State  with  the  flat  whose  history  it  gives, 
and  which  has  already  been  deposited  in  said  Dcparuncnt 
by  order  of  the  Senate. 

The  pending  question  was  on  Mr.  Foot's  mo- 
tion to  refer  the  resolution  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs^ 

:Mr.  6R0WN.  Mr.  President,  it  will  be  recol- 
lected  by  the  older  mpmbers  of  this  body  that 
the  flafi^  mentioned  in  the  resolution  was  intro- 
duced into  the  Senate  on  the  second  of  June,  1848^ 
by  Mr.  Davis,  then  a  Senator  from  Mississippi, 
and  now  Secretary  of  War.  On  the  1st  ot  July 
of  that  year,  as  is  shown  by  the  Journal,  he  pre-  , 
sented  a  document  in  relation  to  that  flag.  The  * 
document  then  presented  is  the  one  which  is  now 
called  for  from  the  files,  by  the  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont. On  the  introduction  of  that  document,  as 
is  shown  by  the  debates  in  Congress, a  discussion  " 
arose  in  the  Senate  between  Mr.  Davis  and  Mr. 
F'oote,  of  Mississippi,  which  the  curious  on  that 
subject  may  find  at  page  890  of  the  Congressional 
Globe  of  that  year.  I  shall  not  detain  the  Sen- 
ate by  reading  it:  it  is  sufficient  for  me  to  remark 
that  Senator  Foote  thought  that,  in  the  paper 
which  was  then  pi-esen ted,  injustice  was  done  to 
Major  General  ttuitman,  who  commanded  the 
forces  under  whom,  and  at  the  head  of  whom, 
the  first  flag  was  placed  upon  the  Capitol  of  Mex- 
ico. The  paper  which  is  offered  does  not  disclose 
the  fact  that  General  Quitman  was  in  the  action 
at  all,  had  anything  to  do  with  the  command,  :»r 

fave  any  orders  which  l"d  to  the  planting  of  that 
asf  upon  the  walls  of  Mexico.  Because  of  this- 
unintentional  injustice — 1  am  willin?  to  admit 
that  it  is  unintentional  —  to  the  niaior  general 
commanding  the  forces.  Senators  at  that  dny  ob- 
jected to  having  this  paper  placed  upon  the  files 
of  the  State  Department,  as  giving  the  correct 
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history  of  the  transaction.  It  is  noted  in  the  de- 
bates that  an  angry  controversy  arose  in  reference 
to  it.  That  portion  of  the  debates  has  been  sup- 
pressed, and  very  properly  suppressed,  in  my 
judgment. 

As  1  intend  to  make  the  paper  part  of  my 
remarks — I  mean  the  one  alluaea  to  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Vermont,  which  he  desires  ta  have 
printed,  and  enrolled  on  parchment,  and  filed  in 
tlie  State  Department — 1  send  it  to  the  Secretary 's 
desk,  and  ask  to  have  it  read. 

Tiie  Secretary  read  it,  as  follows: 

City  of  Mexico,  September  17, 1847. 

Sir:  I  hav«  the  honor  to  return  tJie  American  flaig  you 
Jntntsted  to  my  keeping  in  tUe  tttomiing  of  CliepuUepec 
ajul  tlie  taking  of  tlie  city  of  Mexico.  Your  charge  to  me 
was :  "  I  expect  that  flag  to  be  the  firti  planted  upon  tlie 
Capitol  of  Mexico.*'  Tlie  commission  ha«(  been  executed, 
and  tlie  (in«t  American  flag  tliat  ever  floated  upon  the 
Palace  of  the  Capitol  of  Mexico  is  now  returned  to  you. 

It  was  nI«o  the  firtt  planted  on  the  five-gun  battery 
vtonned  and  carried  by  the  Rifle  regiment  between  Chepul- 
tepec  and  tlie  Garita. 

It  was  al.<K)  ttie  first  planted  on  the  batteries  at  the  Garita, 
and  the  first  on  the  Citadel  of  Mexico. 

It  waa  earned  by  Sergeant  Mnnly,  of  "  P  "  company, 
whom  1  selected  to  liear  so  distinguished  a  flag,  and  the 
anticipations  I  entertained  of  hi:f  doing  honor  to  ilie  banner 
of  his  country  were  not  disappointed.  I  desire  to  commend 
him  to  your  special  consideration. 

This  flag  would  have  been  returned  through  him,  but  for 
a  severe  wound  which  confines  him  to  his  quanern.  It  is 
proper  tliat  1  should  state  tliat  I  was  not  with  the  flag  when 
planted  on  the  battery  at  the  Garita,  and  when  planted  on 
the  battery  between  the  Garita  and  the  city,  having  been 
detained  to  guard  the  prisoners  taken  at  the  five-gun  bat- 
ter>-  assaulted  by  my  storming  party.  On  inspection,  you 
wiil  perceive  that  this  flag  has  been  pierced  six  times  by 
the  balls  of  tlie  enemy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  regard,  &.c., 

B.  S.  R(JBERT3,  Captain  Riflet, 
General  D.  E.  Twioos,  Commanding  Second  Division. 

Mr.  BROWN.  Mr.  President,  it  will  be  seen , 
from  the  reading  of  that  letter,  that  I  was  correct 
in  saying  that  it  makes  no  mention  whatever  of 
Major  General  Gluitman .  Cnptain  Roberts*  seems 
to  have  received  this  flag  from  General  Twiggs, 
who  was  not  in  command  at  the  time  when  this 
service  was  performed.  It  will  be  further  re- 
marked, that  Captain  Roberts  states  in  his  dis- 
patch that  the  flag  was  **  the  first  planted  on  the 
five-gun  battery  stormed  and  carried  by  the  rifle 
regiment  between  Chepultepec  and  the  Garita." 
He  also  says  that  it  was  **  tlie  first  planted  on  the 
batteries  at  the  Garita,  and  the  first  on  the  cit- 
adel of  Mexico.**  He  afterwards  remarks,  how- 
ever— 

"  It  is  proper  that  I<«ihould  state  that  I  was  not  with  the 
flag  when  planted  on  the  battery  at  tlie  Garita,  and  when 
planted  on  the  battery  between  the  Garita  and  the  city." 

If  Colonel  Roberts  was  not  present,  the  history 
of  the  transaction  ought  to  state  how  he  came  in 
possession  of  the  fact,  that  this  precise  flag  was 
the  first  raised  at  those  two  points,  for  he  admits 
himself  not  to  have  been  personally  present,  and, 
therefore,  he  must  have  derived  his  information 
from  some  other  quarter.  Out  of  that  has  grown 
jjome  controversy  in  which  I  do  not  wish  to  en- 
tangle myself;  but  it  is  better,  when  we  are  settling 
a  transaction  of  this  sort,  in  which  the  reputation 
of  gentlemen  who  have  rendered  distinguished 
services  to  the  country  is  somewhat  involved,  to 
turn  our  attention  to  the  report  of  the  General-in- 
Chief.  I  ask  that  the  committee  who  shall  have 
this  question  in  charge  will  turn  their  attention  to 
Major  Gen,  Scott's  report,  dated  **  Headquarters 
of  the  Army, National  Palace  of  Mexico, Septem- 
ber 18th,  1847,**  to  be  found  in  the  first  volume 
of  Senate  documents,  first  session  Thirtieth  Con- 
gress, 1847  and  1848,  beginning  at  page  375.  From 
•  iliat  paper  it  will  be  seen  that  tlic  General-in-Chief, 
after  giving  an  account  of  certain  consultations 
between  olHcers  of  the  Army,  and  stating  the 
Tiews  expressed  by  tliem,  says  : 

"  Those  views  I  repeatedly  in  tlie  coarse  of  the  day  com- 
municated to  Major  Gener^  Quitman ;  but  being  in  hot 
pursuit — gallant  htm$elf  and  ably  supported  by  Brigadier 
Generals  Shields  and  SmiUi — Shields  badly  wounded  before 
Chepultepec  and  refusing  to  rcure — as  well  as  by  all  the 
oflicers  and  men  of  the  column,  Quitman  continued  to 
press  forward  under  flank  and  direct  fires ;  carried  an  inter- 
mediate battery  of  two  guns,  and  then  the  gate,  liefore  two 
o'clock  in  the  aAemoon,  but  not  witliout  proportionate 
loss,  increased  by  his  steady  maintenance  of  that  position." 

After  giving  some  further  account  of  the  day's 
transactions,  he  says: 

"  Quitman  within  tlie  city,  adding  several  defenses  to  the 
pontiou  he  had  won,  and  Hheltcring  his  corps  a.^  well  as^ 
practicable,  now  awaited  the  result  of  daylight  under  the 
guns  of  the  formidable  citadel,  yet  to  be  subdued." 

After  the  whole  fighting  was  over,  General 
Scott  gives  an  account  of  a  viait  of  a  deputation 


of  the  city — the  city  council — who  waited  upon 
him,  for  the  purpose  of  surrendering  the  city  on 
terms  which  he  promptly  ^rejected,  and  insisted 
upon  taking  it  upon  his  own  terms.  After  the 
interview  he  says: 

^  **  At  the  termination  of  the  interview  with  the  city  depu- 
tation, I  etmimunieated.  about  daylight,  orders  to  VVorth 
ajid  Quitman  to  advance  slowly  and  cautioii!)|y  (to  guard 
ag:iin.tt  treaeher>')  toward.-*  ilie  heart  of  the  city,  and  to  oc- 
cupy its  stronger  and  more  commanding  poinut.  (luitman 
proceeded  to  the  great  plata  or  square,  planted  guardsj  and 
hotMled  the  colors  of  Ike  United  States  on  the  national  palace^ 
containing  the  halls  of  Congress  and  executive  departments 
of  federal  Mexico." 

Now,  sir,  when  it  is  proposed  to  do  honor  to 
national  flags  because  tliey  were  first  planted 
upon  the  walls  of  Mexico,  I  do  not  choose  that  the 
name  of  the  major  general  in  command,  espe- 
cially when  that  major  general  is  a  distinguished 
citizen  of  my  own  State,  shall  be  wholly  omitted 
from  the  record  without  some  effort  on  my  part, 
as  his  representative  in  thie  body,  to  see  justice 
done  him.  I  am  as  wi}lin«  as  the  Senator  from 
Vermont  to  award  all  possible  honors  to  Captain 
Roberts,  but  I  will  never  consent  to  see  the  honors 
of  the  nation  bestowed  upon  a  captain  in  the  line 
to  the  exclusion  of  his  major  general;  and  espe- 
cially when,  in  doing  honor  to  that  captain,  for 
aught  that  appears  on  the  pajier,  Major  General 
Twigfjs,  who  was  not  in  the  field  at  all  upon  Uiat 
occasion,  is  represented  as  the  general  wno  gave 
the  order  to  bear  the  flag.  Sir,  the  man  who  in 
after  years  shall  examine  the  archives  of  the  State 
Department  and  find  this  paper  there,  if  he  knew 
notning  else  of  the  transaction,  would  be  very  apt 
to  conclude  that  Major  General  Twiggs  was  m 
command,  and  that  Major  Gt'neral  Gluitman  was 
not  in  the  field  at  all,  whereas  the  reverse  was  the 
case. 

I  hope  that  the  committee  who  shall  have  this 
question  in  charge  will  sift  it  to  the  bottom.  Let 
Captain  (now  Colonel)  Roberts  have  all  the  honor 
tliat  is  due  to  liim.  Heaven  knows  I  would  not 
pluck  a  solitary  leaf  from  the  laurel  that  adorns 
nis  brow.  That  he  is  a  gallant  soldier,  I  am  per- 
fectly willing  and  ready  to  admit.  That  he  ex- 
posed his  person  and  enaan^ered  his  Ufe  in  defense 
of  his  country  I  am  as  ready  to  acknowledge  as 
the  Senator  from  Vermont.  But  I  am  not  will- 
ing to  admit  that  he  planted  the  first  flag  that  was 
ever  placed  upon  the  walls  of  Mexico,  and  did 
it  of  iiis  own  will — or  by  the  order  of  Major  Gen- 
eral Twiggs. 

Sir,  I  have  here  a  letter  to  which  these  squab- 
bles gave  rise  when  this  question  was  up  before. 
It  is  a  letter  written  by  Captain  Roberta  himself, 
dated  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  July  12, 1848.  I  send 
it  to  the  Secretary's  desk,andaskto  haveitread. 
I  present  this  letter  as  the  true  history  of  the 
transaction  rather  than  the  one  which  is  found  on 
the  files,  and  which  my  friend  from  Vermont  pro- 
poses to  honor.  Although  it  docs  not,  I  thmk, 
come  up  to  the  history  of  the  transaction  as  de- 
tailed by  Major  Grcneral  Scott,  the  General-in- 
Chief,  it  does  make  honorable  mention  of  General 
duitman,  who  was  in  command. 

The  Secretary  read  the  letter,  as  follows: 

St.  Louis,  Missouri,  July  12, 1848. 
To  <Ae  Editor  of  the  Union: 

I  have  noticed,  througli  the  Washineton  correspondent 
of  the  Journal  of  Commerce,  of  datC'July  Ist,  givhfig  the 
debate  in  the  Senate  of  that  day,  that  misunderstandmgs, 
out  of  which  difliculties  may  grow,  have  arisen  between  Uie 
friends  of  Generals  Twiggs  and  Quitman  touching  the^g 
presented  by  General  Twiggs  to  Congress.  It  may  be  proper 
before  mischief  can  arise,  or  tlieso  misunderstandings  grow 
further,  to  correct  the  errors  that  seem  to  be  entertained 
relating  to  the  history  of  this  flag.  I  know  its  entire  history. 
It  is  as  follows : 

On  the  12th  of  September,  General  Smith  called  for  two 
hundred  and  fifty  picked  men  from  General  Twiggs's  divis- 
ion, as  a  storming  party  for  the  assault  of  Chepultepec.  1 
was  selected  by  Gcueral  Smith  to  command  the  party  from 
his  brigade,  and,  afler  the  puny  was  organized,  was  taken 
by  him  to  General  Twigi^'s  headquarters,  where  was  tills 
flag,  which  General  Twnggs  gave  to  me,  saying  in  substance, 
wnon^  other  things,  <'  This  is  a  flag  I  wi«li  to  go  with  the 
storming  parly  from  my  division.  Let  me  hear  uiat  it  is  the 
first  flag  on  Chepultepec,  in  Uic  city,  and  on  the  Capitol.'* 
Six  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  were  selected 
flrom  the  Rifle  regiment  to  bear  this  flag  at  the  head  of  the 
storming  column. 

The  litorming  party  (Vom  this  division  (commanded  by 
Captain  tv'asey.  Second  Infantry)  reported  to  General  Scott 
at  Tacubaya  before  sundown,  and  was  assigned  to  the 
command  of  General  Quitman  ;  and  from  that  time,  until 
the  flag  was  raised  upon  the  Capitol,  it  was  under  liis  con- 
trol, and  all  tlic  movements  of  the  storming  party  carrying 
it  were  under  liis  eye  and  direction. 

This  storming  party  stormed  and  carried  the  strong  five- 
gun  battery  commanding  tlie  Tacubaya  road  at  the  base  of 
the  hill  in  the  r«ar  of  Chepultepec,  andtkisflag  was  the  first 


planted  on  that  battery.  Tt  was  also  the  first  fla%  Ranted 
on  the  strong  Imttery  midway  on  the  road  between  Cbepul- 
tepec  and  the  Garita  of  Bclen,  which  was  stormed  and  ear- 
ned by  tlie  rifle  regiment,  supported  by  tlie  .South  CaroUaa 
regiment.  It  was  n\i-nthe  fir^  flag  planted  on  rticGana 
of  Belen,  which  work  was  aino  Htormcd  by  the  rifle  regi- 
ment, «up|Kirted  by  General  Suiith'.s  cubre  Iwigarie  and 
General  Quitman's  entire  division.  The  storming  of  iht*; 
tlirep  batteries  was  directed  by  General  QuUfttan  in  persoa,  ^ 
with  the  assistance  and  support  of  General  l5mith.  ^ 

The  fighting  of  the  13tli  ended  with  the  day;  and  at  dsj~ 
light  next  morning,  Genenil  Quittnau  formed  liiii  divisMSi 
(General  Sinitli's  brigade  in  front,)  and  entered  Uie  city, 
lie  took  |>osse8^ion  of  the  Citadel ;  and  by  his  order,  de- 
livered to  me  through  Genentl  Smith,  tliie  flag  was  ntfed 
above  that  iniglity  fortress.  The  division  advanced,  fed  by 
Generals  Quiunnn  and  Smi  Ji  on  foot,  and  took  pt^sse^^tOD 
of  Uic  Capitol,  when  this  flag,  by  tlie  order  of  General  Quit- 
man delivered  to  me  by  a  stafl^oflicer,  was  raided.  di>-plar- 
ing  thefint  American  banner  above  the  National  Faiace  uf 
Mexico.  This  is  the  entire  hi'^tory  of  tlic  flag.  I  oader- 
stood  it  to  be  tlie  property  of  General  Twip^s,  and  ai  las 
request  returned  it  to  him  with  my  written  report-  It  ww 
borne  in  these  actions  by  troops  of  his  diviiuon,  detached 
from  his  immediate  command,  and  placed  imder  cbc  ordan 
of  General  Quitman. 

If  thisfl^g  is  to  become  of  amt  historical  intvre^t,  it*  his- 
tory should  be  truly  told ;  and^  any  merit  is  suppowd  to 
attach  to  the  fortune  or  accident  of  raising  the  firs*  flag 
upon  the  Capiuri  of  MexMSk  it  is  jast  to  General  CUtitmaji, 
to  have  it  known  it  was  wmo  by  troops  he  conuBanded  la 
person  and  under  his  orders. 

I  am,  sir,  very  fruly  yours, 

D.  S.  ROBERTS,  Coptem  Sytts, 

Mr.  BROWN.  Mr.  President,  if  that  had  been 
the  report  which  it  was  proposed  to  print  by  order 
of  Congress,  and  to  transcribe  on  parchment  and 
file  in  the  State  Department,  as  containing  the 
triie  history  of  this  flag,  there  would  probably 
have  been  no  controversy  about  ii.  Here  Cap- 
tain Roberts  again  repeats  that  it  was  the  first  fia§ 
planted  at  throe  different  points,  but  he  admits 
nimself  not  to  have  been  at  two  of  tlicm.  He 
omits  to  mention  how  he  came  into  possession 
of  the  knowledge  of  those  facts,  but  they  are  yet 
of  sufficient  consequence  to  have  given  rise  to 
controversy,  and  there  is  diflTerence  of  opinion  as 
to  whether  it  waa  the  first  flag  planted  on  these 
points.  To  that  matter  I  beg  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  committee,  when  they  shall  lake  this  sub- 
ject into  consideration.  I  desire  that  the  leiier 
which  has  just  been  read  by  the  Secretary,  at  m? 
request,  shall  go  to  the  committee,  and  shall  bi 
considered  by  them  in  connection  with,  this  sub- 
ject. 

With  these  remarks,  I  am  willinj^  to  let  the 
subject  go  to  the  committee.  If  credit  is  dne  to 
General  (Quitman,  I  want  him  to  have  it.  If  it  ij 
not  due  to  him,  I  know  he  would  scorn  to  take  it 
And  now, it  isbut  justtohim,tosay  that,  thougli 
he  is  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
1  have  not  made  these  remarks  at  his  request,  n«x 
by  his  solicitation,  nor  even  with  his  knowled^; 
but  his  reputation  belongs  to  the  State  of  Missis- 
sippi, and,  as  one  of  her  Senators  here,  1  have  felt 
bound  to  protect  it. 

Mr.  FOOT.  Mr.  President,  I  do  not  intend 
to  prolong  this  discussion  in  anticipation  of  tbe 
action  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Afi^rs — a 
very  proper  tribunal  to  inresti^te  any  question 
that  may  arise  between  conffictin?  ckunoants  for 
the  honor  of  being  concerned  in  planting  the  first 
national  flag  of  the  United  States  on  the  palace 
walls  of  Mexico.  It  will  be  recollected  that  upon 
the  introduction  of  the  resolution,  so  far  from 
calling  for  the  action  of  the  Senate  upon  it,  I  ac- 
companied it  with  a  motion  to  refer  it  to  the  ap- 
propriate connnittee — the  Committee  on  Military 
Afifairs — for  their  investigation  and  report.  It  is 
proper,  perhaps,  that  I  should  say  tnat  at  the 
time  of  the  introduction  of  tlie  resolution,  I  was 
not  apprised  ef  the  existence  of  conilicting  claims 
to  this  honor.  I  knew  that  by  the  order  of  the 
Senate  the  flag  had  been  deposited  in  the  areHKes 
of  the  State  Department.  I  knew  that  it  had 
been  presented  to  the  Senate  by  the  preseM 
head  of  the  War  Department,  Mr.  Davis,  then 
a  member  of  this  body  from  the  State  of  Mb»«is- 
sippi.  I  knew  that  he  had  received  it  from  Gen- 
eral Twiggs,  and  that  Colonel  Roberts,  then  cap- 
tain of  the  Rifles,  had  returned  it  to  General 
Twiggs,  from  whom  he  received  it,  giving  its 
history  so  far  forth  as  it  is  given  in  that  report.  I 
stated  the  history  of  the  flag  to  the  Senate  as  dis- 
closed in  tlie  documents  appended  to  the  few 
remarks  which  I  submitted  tlie  other  daVt  amon? 
which  are  extracts  from  the  report  ot  General 
Q,uitman,  in  which  he  himself  appears  to  hurt 
placed  Colonel  Roberts  at  the  hetia  of  the  storm- 
1D§  party  under  whom  that  flag  was  first  raised 
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upon  the  walls  of  Mexico,  but  undoubtedly  by 
the  direction  of  General  duitman  at  the  time;  and 
therein  there  is  no  controversy  between  the  par- 
ties in  respect  to  the  exactness  of  the  transaction 
as  it  occurred,  in  my  judgment;  but,  if  there  are 
any  points  of  controversy  between  these  or  other 
parties,  claimants  to  this  honor,  it  is  pret^mi- 
nently  proper  that  the  matter  should  undergo  tiie 
proposed  examination  by  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary  Affaits. 

It  is  proper  that  I  should  add  further,  that  if 
there  be  any  implied  or  inferential  injustice  done 
to  General  Cluitman  in  the  report  of  Colonel 
Roberts,  by  the  omission  of  the  mention  of  his 
name  in  these  transactions,  it  is,  in  my  judgment, 
altogether  unintentional  and  accidental  on  his 
pert;  for  I  say  what  I  know  when  I  declare  that 
no  man  in  this  country  entertains  for  the  personal 
and  public  character  of  Greneral  duitman  as  a 
citizen,  as  a  general,  and  as  a  hero,  higher  esteem 
than  Colonel  Roberts  himself.  His  claim  to  the 
honor  of  having,  by  his  own  hand,  first  raised  the 
national  flag  upon  the  p^ce  wails  of  Mexico, 
rests  mainly  upon  the  testAony  of  General  duit- 
man liimself. 

The  motion  to  refer  the  resolution  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Aflairs  was  agreed  to. 
ADJOURNMENT  OVER. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  RUSK,  it  was 

Orderrdy  That  when  the  Senate  adjourns  to-day,  it  be  to 
meet  on  Thursday  next. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
MoNDAT,  January  7, 1856. 

The  House  was  called  to  order  by  the  Clerk 
at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 

The  Journal  of  Saturday  was  read  and  approved. 

rCrie8of"CaUtheroll!'T 

Mr.  BOYCEL  As  there  seem  to  be  but  a  fev/ 
members  present,  I  move  that  there  be  a  call  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Upon  that  motion  I  demand 
the  veas  and  nays. 

Tne  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in 

the  negative — yeas  99,  nays  108;  as  follows: 

YBAS— Messn.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay,  Barksdale.  Hcnd- 
Icy  8.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Boyce,  Branch,  Brooks,  Cadx^l- 
adtr,  J.  P.  Campbell,  Caruthere,  Catkin,  Howell  Cobb,  VV^il- 
Uaoiiiun  R.  W.  Cobb,  Cox,  Craige,  Crawford,  Cullen,  Da vid- 


Au^rustUtf  Hall,  Sampson  VV.  Harri:),  Thomas  L.  Harris, 
HarriMon,  Herbert,  Holftnan,  Houston,  Jowetl,  George  W. 
Jones,  J.  Clancy  Jones,  Kettt.  Kelly,  Rennett,  KidwHI, 
Lake,  Letcher,  Lindlcy,  Lumpkin,  Alexander  K.  Marshall, 
Humphrey  Marshall,  Samuel  S.  Manhall,  Maxwell,  Mc- 
carty, MeMuUin,  McQueen,  Killinn  Miller,  Smith  Miller, 
Milbcon,  Millwani,  Moore,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Paine, 
Peck,  Pennington,  Plieipe,  Porter,  Puryear,  Quitman, 
Rrade,  Ricand,  Richardson,  Rivers.  Ruffin,  Rust,  Savage, 
Scott,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  \villiam  R.  Smith,  Snecd,  Stew- 
art, TalbotijNTaylor,  Trinpe,  Underwood,  Valk,  Walker, 
Warner,  VVatkins,  VVheeler,  VVinslow,  Daniel  B.  Wright, 
John  V.  Wright,  and  Zollic4*frer^.a9. 

NAYS^Messra.  Albright,  Allison.  Barbonr,  Henry  Ben- 
nett, Benson,  Bingham,  Bii$hop,  Bliss,  Bowie,  Bradshaw, 
Brmlon,  Buffington,  Burliugame,  James  H.  Campbell, 
Lewlp  O.  Campbell,  Chaflee,  Clawson,  Clingman,  Colfax, 
Comins,  Covode,  Cragin,  Cumback,  Damrell.  Day,  Dean, 
De  WiiL  Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd,  Durt'ee,  Edwanis,  Emrie, 
Flader,  Galloway,  Giddiiis^,  Gilbert,  Granger,  Robert  B. 
Hall,  Harlan,  Hickman.  Holloway,  Tlioma^  R.  Horton, 
ValentiMe  B.  Horton,  Howard,  Hughston,  Keteey,  King, 
Knapp,  Knight,  Knowlton,  Knox,  KtinkeL  Leiter.  Mace, 
MastcMB.  Meacham.  Morgan,  Morrill,  Moti,  Murray, 
Nichols,  rfonou,  Aiiclrew  Oliver,  Packer,  Parker,  Pelion, 
Pe  tit.  Pike,  Powell,  Pringle,  Purvi^nce,  Rilchle,  Robbins, 
Roberts,  Robieon,  Sabin,  Sage,  Sapp,  Sherman,  Simmons, 
WiU^  Smith,  Spinner,  Stanton,  Stephens,  Stmnahan, 
8i«jps  Tapnan,  Thorington,  Thurston,  Todd,  Trafton, 
Vai!r^Vade,Walbridge,  Waldron,  Cadwalader  C.  Wash- 
bume,  Elliha  B.  Washbume,  Israel  Washburn,  Watson, 
Welch,  WUIiams,  Wood,  Woodruff,  and  Woodworth—lOS. 

So  a  call  of  the  House  was  not  ordered. 

ELECTION  OF  SPEAKER. 
The  House  proceeded  to  vote  the  ninety-fiflh 
time  forSpeaker,  with  the  following  result:  Whole 
number  of  votes  cast,  214;  necessary  to  a  choice, 
108;  of  which— 

Nithaniel  P.  Banks  received 101 

WiHiaro  A.  Riehardson 73 

Henry  M.  Fuller 29 

AlexandcrC.  M.  Pennington 6 

Jamej)  L.  Orr 1 

John  Williams 1 

GiichriKt  Porter 1 

John  S.  Miilson 1 

Henry  BunneU 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 


The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  Bantu — Messrs.  Albright,  Allison,  Ball,  Barbour, 
Henry  Bennett,  Benson ,Bingtiaiii,  Bishop,  Bliss,  Brad^ihaw, 
Bul!ington,  Burlingame,  Jameii  H.  Campbell,  Lewis  D. 
Campbell,  Chaffee,  Clawson,  Colfax,  Comins,  Covode, 
Cragin,  Cumback,  Damrell^  Day,  Dean,  De  Witt,  Dick, 
Oiekson,  Dodd,  Durfee,  Edic,  Emrie,  Flagler,  Galloway, 
Giddings, Gilbert,  Granger,  Grow,  Robert  B.  llall,Harlaji, 
Holloway .  Thomas  R.  Horton,  Valentine  B.  Horton,  How- 
ard, Hughston,  Kelsey,  King,  Knapp,  Kni^it,  Knowlton, 
Knox,  Kunkel.  Leiter,  Mace,  MatteH>n,  MeCany,  Meacb- 
am,  iCillian  Miller,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Mott,  Murray,  Nichols, 
Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Pearce^  Pelton,  Pennington 
Petlit,  Pike,  Pringle,  Purviance,  Ritchie,  Robbins,  Roberts, 
Robison,  Sabin,  Sage,  Sapp,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Spinner, 
Stanton,  Stranahan,  Tappan, Thorington, Thurston,  Todd, 
Trailon,  Wade,  Wakeman,  Walbridge,  Waldron.Cadwal- 
aderC.  Washbume,  Ellibu  B.Waslibume,  Israel  VVashbum, 
Watson,  Welch,  Wood,  Woodruff,  and  Wood  worth. 

For  Mr.  Richardson — Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay, 
Baiksdale,  Bell,  Hendley  S.Bennett,Bocock,  Bowie,Boyce, 
Branch,  Brooks,  Cadwalader.  Coruthers,  Caskie,  Clingman, 
Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  It.  W.  Cobb,  Craige,  Crawford, 
Davidson,  Denver,  Doivdell,  Edmundson,  Elliott,  English, 
Faulkner,  Florence,  Thoftias  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode,  Green- 
wood, Augustus  Hall,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomas  L. 
Harris,  Herbert,  Hickman,  Houston,  Jcwett,  George  VV. 
Jones,  J.  Gloncy  Jones,  Keiii,  Kelly,  Kldwell.  Letcher, 
Lumpkin,  Samuel  S.  Marshall,  Maxwell,  MeMulIin,  Mc- 
Queen, Smith  Miller,  Millson,  Mordecai  Oliver.  Orr,  Par- 
ker, Peck,  Phelps,  Powell,  Qnitraan,  Ruffin,  Rust,  Saa- 
didge,  Savase,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  Sinitli,  Stephens, 
Stewart,  Taibotl,  Taylor,  Vail,warren,  Watluns,  Winslow, 
Daniel  B.  Wright,  and  John  V.  Wright. 

For  Mr.  Ficder— 'Messrs.  John  P.  Campbell,  Cox,  CuBen, 
Henry  Winter  Davis,  Eustis.  Evans,  Foster,  J.  Morrison 
Harris,  Hoffman,  Kennett,  Lake,  Lindley,  Alexand«r  K. 
Marshall,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Millward,  Paine,  Porter, 
Puryear,  Reade,  Ricaud,  Rivers.  William  R.  Smith,  Sneed, 
Swope,  Trippe,  Underwood,  Valk,  Walker,  and  ZoUi- 
coffer. 

For  Mr.  Pamfngton— Messrs.  Dunn,  Edwards,  Harrison, 
Haven,  Moore,  and  Scott. 

For  Mr.  Orr — Mr.  Richardson. 

For  Mr.  WilManu -Mr.  Wheeler. 

For  Mr.  PorUr—Mr.  Henry  M.  Fuller. 

For  Mr.  Millson — Mr.  Etlieridge. 

For  Mr.  Bennett — Mr.  Brenton. 

Pending  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  WOODRUFF  stated  that  his  colleague, 
Mr.  Clark,  of  Connecticut,  had  paired  off  loir  a 
few  days  with  Mr.  Shorter,  of  Alabama. 

Mr.  TYSON  also  stated  that  in  consequence  of 
the  unavoidable  absence  of  his  coUeaojue,  [Mr. 
Broom,]  on  account  of  domestic  aiEiction,  he 
should  not  vote  for  Speaker  to-day. 

The  House  proceeded  to  vote  the  ninety-sixth 
time  for  Speaker,  with  the  following  result:  Whole 
number  of  votes  cast,  214;  necessary  to  a  choice, 
108;  of  Mchich— 

Nathaniel  P.  BankR  received 99 

William  A.  Richardson 73 

Henry  M.  Fuller 30 

Alexander  CM.  Pennington 6 

Janies  L.  Orr 2 

John  Williams 1 

Gilchrist  Porter , 1 

JohnS.MUIson 1 

Henry  Bennett 1 

So  there  waa  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  Bankt — Messrs.  Albright,  Allison,  Bart>OQr,  Henry 
Bennett,  Beniion,Bingham.Bi9hop,  Bliss,  Brad:ihaw,  Buffing- 
ton,  Buriinoame,  James  U.  Campbell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell, 
Chaflee,  Clawson,  CoUkx,  Comins,  Covode,  Cragin,  Cum- 
back, Damrell,  Day,  Dean,  De  Wilt,  Dick,  Dickjton,  Dodd, 
Durfee,  Edic,  Emrie,  Flagler,  Galloway,  biddings,  Gilbert, 
Granger,  Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harian,  Hollnway,  Thomas 
R.  Horton,  Vdeotine  B.  Horton.  Howard,  Hughston,  Kel- 
•ey.  King,  Knapp,  Knight,  Knowlton,  Knox.  Kunkel,  Lei- 
ter, Mace,  Matteson,  McCarty,  Meacham,  Killian  Miller, 
Morgan,  Morrill,  Mott,  Murray,  Niclmls,  Norton,  Andrew 
OUvor,  Parker,  Pe«rce,  Pelton,  Pennington.  Pettit,  Pike, 
Pringle.  Purviance,  Ritchiie,  Robbins,  Roberts,  Robison, 
Sabin,  Sase,  Sapp,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Spinner,  Stanton, 
Tappan,  Thorington,  Thur#»ion,  Todd,  Trnrton,  Wade, 
Wakeman,  Walbridffc,  Waldron,  Cadwalader  d.  Wash- 
bume, EAUhu  B.  Washburtie.  Israel  Washbam,  Watson, 
Welch,  Wood,  Woodruff,  and  Wood  worth. 

For  Mr.  Richardson —.  Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen.  Barclay, 
Barksdale,  Bell,  Hendley  S.  Bennett,  Bococic,  Bowie, 
Boyce,  Branch,  Brook?,  Cadwalader,  Cnruthcrs,  Caskie, 
Clingman,  Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Craige, 
Crawford,  Davidson,  Denver,  DowdeU,  Edmundson,  Elliott, 
English,  Faulkner,  Fhircnce,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller^oode, 
Greenwood,  Au?uytu.><  Hall,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomas 
L.  Harris,  Herbert,  Houston,  Hickman,  Jewett,  George  W. 
Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Koiit,  Kelly,  Kidwell,  Letcher, 
Lumpkin,  Samuel  8.  Marsliail,  Maxwell,  McMullin,  Mc- 
Queen, Smith  Miller,  Millhon.  Mordecai  Oliver, Orr,  Pack- 
er, Peck,  Phelp?,  Powell,  Quitman,  Ruffin,  Ru:«t,  San- 
didge,  Savage,  Samuel  A.  Smitli,  William  Smitli,  Stephens, 
Stewart,  Talbott,  Taylor,  Vail,  Warner,  Watkins,  Winslow, 
Daniel  B.  Wright,  and  John  V.  Wright. 

Fir  Mr.  Fii«er— Messrs.  John  P.  Campbell,  Cox,  Cullen, 
Henry  Winter  Davis,  Eusti^*,  Evans,  Foster,  J.  Morrison 
Harris,  Hotfroan,  Kennett,  Lake,  Lindley,  Alexander  K. 
Marshall,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Millward,  Paine,  Porter, 
Puryear ^eadc,  Ricaud,  Rivers,  William  R.  Smith,  Sneed. 
Swope,  Trippe,  Underwood,  Valk,  Walker,  VVhitncy,  and 
ZolUcoffer.. 

For  Mr.  Pemungto*— Messrs.  Daim,  Edwards,  HarriMm, 
Haven,  Moore,  and  Scott. 


jPor  ilfr.  Orr— Messrs.  Williams  and  Richardson. 
For  Mr.  WilUams^Mr.  Wheeler. 
For  Mr.  Porttr-^Mr.  Henry  M.  Fuller. 
For  Mr.  MUlson^Mr.  Etheridge. 
For  Mr.  Bennett^Mr.  Brenton. 

The  House  proceeded  to  vote  the  ninety-sev- 
enth time  for  Speaker,  with  the  following  result: 
Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  214;  necessary  to  a 
choice,  108;  of  which — 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks  received • 97 

William  A.  Richardson 73 

Henry  M.  Fuller 30 

Alexander  C.  M.  Pennington 8 

James  L.  Orr S 

John  Williams l 

Gilchrist  Porter 1 

John  8.  Millson 1 

Henry  Bennett 1 

So  there  waa  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

"^For  Mr.  Bankt — MV^stb.  Albright.  Allison,  Barbour, 
Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  Bingham,  Bliss,  Bradshaw,  Buf- 
Ungton,  Burlingame,  James  H.  Campbell,  Lewis  D.  Canip- 
beU  Chaifee,  Colthx,  (^omins,  Covode,  Cragin,  Cumback, 
Damrell,  Day,  Dean,  DeWitt,  Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd,  Durfee, 
Edie,  Emrie,  Flagler,  Galloway,  Giddings,  Gilbert,  Granger, 
Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan.  Holloway,  Thomas  R.  Hor- 
ton,Valentine  B.  Horton,  Howard,  Hughston,  Kelsey, 
King,  Knapp,  Knight,  Knowlton,  Knox,  Kunkel,  Leiter, 
Mace,  Matteson,  McCarty,  Meacham,  Killian  Miller,  .Mor- 
gan, Morrill,  Mott,  Murray,  Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew 
Oliver,  Parker,  Pearce,  Pelton,  Pennington,  Pettit,  Pike, 
Pringle,  Purviance^  Ritchie,  Roberts,  Robison,  Sabin,  Sage, 
Sapp,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Spinner,  Stanton,  Stranahan, 
Tappan,  TTiorington,  Thurston,  Todd,  Tratton,  Wade- 
Wakcman,  Walbri<lge,  Waldron,  Cadwalader  C.  Wash, 
bume,  Ellihu  B.  Wat^hbume,  Israel  Washburn,  Watson, 
Welch,  Woodj  Woodrufl',  and  VVoodwortli. 

For  Mr.  Ru.Aar<£«)«  — Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay, 
Barksdale,  Bell,  Hendley  8.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie, 
Boyce,  Branch,  Brooks,  Cadwalader,  Canitbers,  Caskie, 
Clinginan,  Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Craige, 
Crawlbrd,  Davidson,  Denver,  Dowdell,  Emundson,  Elhou, 
English, Faulkner, Florence,  Thomas  J.  D.  FullerjGoodc, 
Greenwood,  Auguntus  Hall,  Sampson  W.  Harrii*,  Thomas 
L.  Harris,  Herbert,  Hickman,  Houston,  Jewett,  George  W. 
Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Kcitt,  Kelly,  Kidwell,  Letcher, 
Lumpkin,  Samuel  S.  Marshall,  Maxwell,  McMuIlin, 
McQueen,  Smith  Miller,  Millson,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr, 
Packer,  Peck,  Phelps,  Powell,  Quitman,  Ruffin,  Rust, 
Sandidge,  Savage,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  Smith, 
Stephens,  Stewart,  Talbott,  Taylor,  Vail,  Warner,  Wat- 
kin  tt,  Winslow,  Daniel  B.  VVright,  and  John  V.  Wriglit. 

For  Mr.  Fuller — Messrs.  John  P.  Campbell,  Cox,  Cul- 
len, Henry  Winter  Davis,  Eustis,  Evans,  Foster,  J.  Morrison 
Harris,  Hoffman,  Kennett,  Lake,  Lindley,  Alexander  K. 
Manhall,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Millward,  Paine,  Poner, 
Puryear,  Reade,  Ricaud,  Rivers,  William  R.  Smith,  Sneed. 
Swope,  Trippe,  Underwood,  Valk,  Walker,  Whitney,  and 
ZoUicotfer. 

For  Mr.  Pemdngton — Hnsrs.  Clavfson,  Dunn,  Edwards, 
Harrison,  Haven,  Moore,  Robbins,  and  Scott. 

For  Mr.  Orr— Messrs.  Richard^n  and  Williams. 

For  Mr.  WTZ/tem*— Mr.  Wheeler. 

For  Mr.  Porter— Mr.  Henry  M.  Fuller. 

For  Mr.  Millton—Mr.  Etheridge. 

For  Mr.  BcnneU — Mr.  Brenton. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  vote  the  ninety- 
eis:hth  time  for  Speaker,  with  the  following  result: 
Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  216;  necessary  to 
a  choice,  109;  of  which — 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks  received 99 

William  A.  Richardson 7a 

Henry  M.  Fuller 30 

Alexander  C.  M.  Pennington 9 

James  L.  Orr 3 

John  Williams 1 

Gilchrist  Porter 1 

John  S.  Millson 1 

Henry  Bennett *. 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

jPor  Jtfr.  Baa/cf— Messrs.  Albright,  Allison,  Ball.  Barbour. 
Henry  Benneu,  Benson,  Bingham,  Bliss,  Bradshaw,  But- 
fington,  Buriingnmo,  James  H.  Campbell,  Lewis  I). 
Campbell,  ChalWie,  CoIRlt, Comins,  Covode,  Cragin,  Cum- 
back, Damrell,  Day,  D^an,  De  Witt,  Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd, 
Durfee,  Edio,  Emrie,  Flagler,  Galloway,  Giddings,  Gilbert, 
Granger, Grow, Robert  B.  Hail,  Harian.  Holloway, Tiiomas 
R.  Horton,Valcntinc  B.  Horton,  Howard,  Hugliston,  Kel«ey, 
King,  ICnapp,  Knight,  Knowlton,  Knox,  Kunkel,  Leiter, 
Aflaee,  ft^ttoson,  M,oaeham,  McCarty,  Killian  Miller,  Mor- 
gan, Morrill,  Mott,  Murray,  Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew  Oli- 
ver, Parker,  Pearce,  Pelton,  Pennington,  Pettit,  Pike, 
Pringle,  Purvtinco.  Ritchie,  Roberts,  Robifon,  Sabin,  Sage, 
Sapp,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Spinner,  Stanton,  Stranahan, 
Tappan,  Thorincton,  Thurston,  Todd,  Tratton.  Wade, 
Wakeman,  Walbridge,  Waldron,  Cadwalader  C.  Wash- 
bume, Ellihu  B.  Way.*:bume,  Israel  VVashbum,  Watson, 
Welch,  Wood,  Woodruff,  and  Woodworih. 

For  Mr.  Richardton  —  Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay, 
Barksdale,  Bell,  Hendley  S.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie, 
Boyce,  Branch,  Brooks,  Cadwalader,  Caruthers,  Caskie, 
Clingman,  Howell  Cobb,  VVilliani-^on  R.  W.  Cobb,  Craije, 
Crawford,  David^on,  Denver,  Dowdell,  Edmundi^on,  Elliott, 
Engli.^h,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Thomas  J.  D.  FullerjCoode, 
Greenwood,  Augustus  Hall,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomas 
L.  Harris,  Herbert,  Hickman,  Houston,  Jewett,  George  VV. 
Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jone*,  Keitt,  Kelly,  Letcher,  Lunipkin, 
Samuel  S.  Marshall,  Mam'ell,  McMuIlin,  McQueen,  Smith 
Miller,  Millson,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Packer,  Peck,  Phelps. 
Powell,  Quitman,  Ruffin,  Rust,  Sandidge,  Savage,  Samuel 
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A.  Siuitli,  William  Pniitb.  8ieph«ii»,  Sii»wart,  Talbon, 
Tiylor,  Vail,  VVarinr,  WatkiiiSt  Vvinalow,  Daniel  B. 
Wright,  and  Jolni  V;  Wriglir. 

F^r  Mr.  Fu^ior  — Mim^w.  John  P.  ranipiicll,  Bayard 
Clark,  Cox,  CuikMi,  Knstii*,  Kmhij*.  Po>i«r,  J.  Morrii«>n 
Ilarri-,  Ilolfnian,  Kmnrtt.  Lakf,  Lindify,  AU'xauder  K. 
Mar  hall,  Iliiuip'ire'V  Marshall,  Pain**,  Portrr,  IMiryear, 
Roade,  Kiraud,  William  K.  Smith.  Siifeil,  S\vo|ii',  Trippe, 
(Joderwood,  Valk,  Walkur,  Whitiit*y,  aiHl  /.(Hiifoflfr. 

For  Mr.  Pennii^t^n — \l<'n»*r!*.  Hishoii,  Cla\V!«on,  Duiui, 
Edwardii,  ilarri.  on,  Havni,  iV1n<iri-,  Koliliins,  and  Scott. 

For  Mr.  Orr — M('i«f^r>.  Uirharil<on  and  Williams. 

Fjt  Mr.  fKi/tt»iw— Mr.  Wln-i-ler. 

For  Mr.  Porter— Mv.  Ili  nry  M.  Fuller. 

For  Mr.  MiUaon — Mr.  EOwmlf^c. 

For  Mr.  Bennett — Mr.  Orciiton. 

Pending  ihc  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  EUSTIS  (when  hia  name  was  called)  said: 
Before  I  give  my  vote  I  rise  to  a  personal  ex- 
planation. It  WU8  my  intention,  Mr.  Clerk,  not 
to  have  occupied  tluH  floor  until  an  organization 
of  this  Hou.se  had  been  eflfecled;  but  the  peculiar 
complexion  of  the  debate  of  Saturday  last,  and 
the  remarks  which  have  fallen  from  the  lips  of 
an  honorable  gentleman  from  Mississinpi,  [Mr. 
Bennett,]  and  which  have  been  brouglit  to  my 
notice,  compel  me  to  change  the  course  which  I 
had  determmed  upon. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  would  suggest  to  the  gen- 
tleman that  he  had  better  wait  until  the  roll  has 
been  called.     [Loud  cries  of**  Let  him  ^o  on!'*] 

Mr.  EUSTIS.  Were  it  not,  sir,  that  m  taking 
the  floor  at  this  time,  for  the  i^urpose  of  personal 
explanation,  I  am  merely  following  the  example 
of  other  gentlemen,  I  should  certainly  yield  to 
the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  I 
read,  Air.  Clerk,  from  the  speech  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Missis8i|n)i,  [Mr.  Bennett,)  as  re- 
?orted  in  the  Daily  Globe  of  Thursday  morning, 
anuary  3,  1856.  The  gentleman,  after  alluding 
to  the  views  taken  by  tlie  Democratic  party, 
said: 

*'Oid  not  the  American  party  in  TiOuisiana  take  that 
view  of  the  eighth  article  of  the  plaUorin,  that  Catholics 
and  foreigners  were  proscribed .'  When  that  platform  was 
preitentod,  tliey  isnorcd  and  repudiated  the  eigtith  secUon 
of  it,  because  of  the  proscription  of  tiiose  who  pntfcssed 
the  creed  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church — bt^cause  of  its 
reliiiiouA  intolerance.  And  not  only  that,  but,  uniesH  I  am 
miMiii'onncd,  the  gentleman  from  Loui^iima,  a  member  in 
this  llou^e,  who  was  elected  by  th«  American  party  in 
Loui:(iana^  which  repudiated  tlmt  |>ortion  of  the  platform, 
is  liannomou.>ly  acting  with  the  American  party  hero,  in  tlie 
support  of  Mr.  Fpllkr,  of  Pennr>ylvania,  for  Speaker. 
Then  1  say,  if  they  can  thu!i  unite  and  hanuoniousiy  act 
witli  a  member  of  their  own  order,  who  has  repidiated  tlie 
principles  of  their  platform,  with  what  propriety  or  con- 
sisteticy  can  it  be  preteridcd  u|M>n  tliis  floor,  that  we  have 
proscribed  them,  and  that  they  cannot  unite  with  u^  in  the 
selection  of  a  Speaker?  We  have  in  our  resolations  given 
tlie  t*Aiue  construction  to  the  eighth  section  of  tlie  platfonn, 
that  their  own  party  have  given  to  it,  and  tlie  same  that 
many  Protestant  religious  periodicals  have  placed  upon  it ; 
and,  sir,  I  maintain,  if  that  article  in  their  platform  does  not 
mean  to  proscribe  CathoUcs,  it  inean^s  nothing.'' 

I  regret  exceedingly,  Mr.  Clerk,  that  the  vote 
which  I  have  had  the  honor  of  giving  for  the  hon- 
orable, the  patriotic,  and  conservative  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  should  have  given  any  con- 
cern or  uneasiness  to  the  gentleman  from  Missis- 
sippi, more  particularly  as  I  do  not  think  that  1 
require  from  that  gentleman  any  prompting,  or 
suggestion,  or  any  lecture — I  say  it  in  a  spirit  of 
kindness  and  of  courtesy — in  regard  to  the  course 
I  am  to  pursue,  or  the  votes  that  I  am  to  give, 
in  this  House.  I  am  responsible,  sir,  to  my  con- 
stituents and  to  my  political  friends,  and  to  none 
others.  I  yield  to  him  the  broadest  latitude  for 
the  expression  and  exercise  of  his  opinions  here 
and  elsewhere,  and  I  claim,  sir,  the  same  privi- 
lege without  any  reserve  or  limitation  whatsoever,  j 
I  have  voted  for  Mr.  Fulli^r  because  he  pre- 
sented himself  to  me  as  the  most  acceptable  can- 
didate. I  know  him  to  be  a  sound  conservative 
man.  I  have  voted  for  him  previous  to  to-day; 
I  have  voted  for  him  to-day;  tuid  I  shall  continue 
to  vote  for  him  as  long  as  lie  will  pennit  his  name 
to  be  used  by  his  friends  in  this  House.  [Ap- 
plause in  the  galleries.]  I  regret  exceedingly  that 
my  vote  for  Mr.  Fuller  should  not  meet  with 
the  approval  and  sanction  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  MississipjM,  but  I  must  inform  that 
^'ntleman  that  I  will  endeavor  to  bear  with  pa- 
tience and  resignation  his  displeasure,  if  I  can 
oi>ly  count  upon  the  sanction  and  approval  of  my 
constituents  and  of  my  poUtical  friends. 

And  here,  Mr.  Clerk,  1  will  take  occasion  to 
state,  in  a  very  few  words, — reserving  to  myself 
the  privilege  of  staling  my  views  at  greater  length 
on  some  other  occasion, — whaj  is  the  position  of 
the  American  party  of  Louisiana  on  the  subject 


of  religion.  We  hold,  sir,  in  Louisiana,  and  we 
hold  it  as  a  cardinal  maxim — and  I  hope  to  God 
that  it  will  be  so  held  in  every  State  of  this 
Union — that  religious  faith  is  a  question  between 
each  individual  and  his  God;  and  we  consider 
that  any  attempt  to  abridge  or  circumscribe  re- 
ligious freedom  is  unworthy  of  our  great  country, 
and  must  be  repudiated  by  every  party  in  this 
coun'ry.  We  considervthat  it  is  in  violation  of 
the  organic  laws  of  the  land;  atid  in  that  spirit 
the  American  party  in  Louisiana  repudiated  the 
eighth  article  of  the  Philtidelphia  platform;  and, 
sir,  I  now  repudiate  it  in  toto.  I  care  not,  sir, 
what  construction  gentlemen,  in  perfect  good 
faith,  ma V  be  pleased  to  put  upon  it.  I  know 
that  gentlemen  have  addressed  this  House,  and 
told  us  that  they  meant  nothing  by  the  eighth 
article  of  the  Pniladelphia  platform:  that  is  to 
say,  that  the  construction  which  they  place  upon 
it  could  not  be  considered  as  offensive  as  agamst 
American  Catholics,  and  therefore  as  inoperative 
and  innocent  as  against  that  class  of  our  citizens. 
But,  Mr.  Clerk,  as  I  said  before,  I  care  not  what 
construction  they  put  upon  it.  I  listened  with 
pleasure  to  the  remarks  of  the  eloquent  gentle- 
man from  the  Louisville  district,  [Mr.  Humphrey 
Marshall,]  and  I  am  satisfied  that  that  gentle- 
man agrees  with  me  entirely.  I  am  satisfied  that 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  the  Louisville  dis- 
trict does  not  intend  to  proscribe  American  Cath- 
olics. I  am  satisfied  that,  when  he  says  that  he 
is  in  favor  of  the  broadest  religious  liberty,  what 
he  says  comes  from  the  bottom  of  his  heart,  and 
that  he  stands  with  me,  where  every  Americ^in 
must  stand,  upon  the  broad  basis  of  religious 
liberty.     [Applause  in  the  galleries.] 

But,  hB  I  said  before,  I  care  not  what  construc- 
tion is  put  upon  it.  The  words  are  there  in 
white  and  black,  and  they  are  offensive  and  in- 
sulting to  the  American  Catholics  of  America. 
Let  us  look  at  what  took  place  in  the  State  of 
Virginia  during  the  last  State  election.  What 
was  the  construction  which  the  American  can- 
didate for  Governor  of  that  State  placed  upon 
the  eighth  article  of  the  Philadelphia  platform.' 
We  all  know  that,  in  the  early  part  of  his  can- 
vass, that  candidate  published  a  letter  in  which  he 
said  he  never  would  vote  for  a  Catholic.  Thank 
God,  that  gentleman  was  defeated,  and,  sir,  he 
ought  to  have  been  defeated.  There  was  enough 
in  that  letter  to  defeat  ten  thousand  candidates 
for  Governor;  and  I  trust  that  every  man  who 
holds  such  odious  and  monstrous  doctrines,  will 
ever  meet  with  as  deep*  a  political  grave  as  the 
honorable  gentleman,  tne  American  candidate  for 
Governor  of  Virginia,  has  met  with. 

I  agree  with  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Mis- 
sissippi [Mr.  Bennett]  when  he  says,  if  the 
eighth  article  of  the  Philadelphia  platform  does 
not  mean  to  proscribe  Catholics,  it  means  nothing. 
And,  sir,  wnat  can  it  mean?  I  beUeve  it  means 
nothing.  It  i%  a  mere  abstraction — a  mere  idle 
concession  to  the  prejudices  of  one  class  of  reli- 
gionists— and  has  no  place  in  a  national  platform. 
And  I  undertake  to  show  to  this  House,  if  they 
will  take  the  declaration  of  the  members  of  the 
national  American  party  upon  t!»is  floor,  and  if 
they  will  examine  the  eighth  article  of  the  Phila- 
delphia platform,  that  they  will  find  that  it  means 
nothing;  because  the  cardinal  principle — the  great 
principle,  according  to  my  understanding — of  the 
American  platform  is  this:  that  none  but  native- 
born  Americans  should  be  elevated  to  oflice; 
therefore,  if  none  but  native-born  Americans  are 
to  be  elevated  to  oflice,  all  foreigners  are  ex- 
cluded—foreign Catholics  are  excluded,  foreign 
Protestants  are  excluded,  and  foreign  Jews  are 
excluded.  And  they  are  not  excluded  on  account 
of  their  religion,  but  on  account  of  their  birth; 
therefore,  if  foreign  Catholics  are  excluded  on 
account  of  their  birth, and  not  on  account  of  their 
religion,  the  only  Catholics  who  remain  to  be 
dealt  with,  and  the  only  Catholics  who  can  come 
up  and  be  considered  as  candidates  by  the  Amer- 
ican party,  are  the  American  Catholics.  They 
are  the  only  Catholics  who  can  be  considered  as 
candidates  by  the  American  party,  because  all 
foreigners  are  excluded;  and,  as  I  said  before, 
foreign  Catholics  arc  excluded  by  coming  within 
that  designation. 

Mr.  VALK.  I  suggest  to  the  gentleman  from 
Louisiana,  with  great  courtesy  and  kindness  to 
him,  that,  at  this  particular  stage  of  the  proceed- 
ings in  the  call  of  the  roll,  he  should  oe  kind 


enough  to  suspend  his  remarks  for  tlie  present. 
[Laughter,  and  cries  of  **  Go  on  I'*] 

Mr.  EUSTIS.  I  would  accept  of  the  gentle- 
man's su-jgesiion,  but  I  beg  to  inform  him  that 
I  have  but  little  more  to  say.  The  gentU«nrH»n 
whom  I  am  addre.ssing  now  are  not  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  of  this  House.  The  gentlemen 
whom  I  am  now  addressing  belong  to  the  naiional 
American  party,  and  I  want  them  to  understand 
distinctly  where  I  stand.  I  am  no  Catholic,  and 
I  have  b(!en  but  seldom  within  the  walls  of  a 
Catliolic  church — and  that,  however,  is  nothing 
in  my  favor.  [Laughter.]  [  say  I  desire  that 
thev  should  understand  exactly  where  1  staiKi; 
and  I  tell  them  that  by  that  eighth  article  of  the 
Philadelphia  platform,  according  to  the  view  I 
take,  of  It,  they  either  exclude  or  int«^nd  to  pro- 
scribe American  Catholics,  or  they  mean  notlans:, 
because  gentlemen  have  stated  upon  this  floor 
that  they  did  not  intend  to  proscribe  American 
Catholics.  Then,  gentlemen,  if  you  mean  noihing 
by  that  article  of  the  platfonn,  in  the  name  of 
God  strike  it  out,  for  it  is  a  blot  upon  the  his- 
tory of  our  country,  ^very  one  knows,  who 
has  given  any  thoughtfflo  the  prospects  of  this 
American  party,  that  that  article  has  driven  thou- 
sands from  our  ranks  who  coincided  with  us  iii 
other  res|>ects.  The  American  people  an?  gen- 
erous, and  you  have  excited  tliat  generosity. 
They  will  not  agree  with  you  ir  this  cnisade 
flf^ainst  Catholicism;  and  I  would  rather  thai  this 
right  arm  should  wither  than  be  connected  with 
any  party  whose  purpose  it  is  to  persecute  the 
Catholics  of  this  great  country. 

Gentlemen  talk  about  the  Papal  power.  The 
honorable  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr. 
Reade]  the  other  day  a.sked  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Stephen's,]  whother 
he  would  vote  for  a  Catholic  whose  religioua 
opinions  he  suspected  of  being  hostile  to  the 
general  interests  of  this  country.  What  right 
has  that  gentleman  to  challenge  the  nationalliy 
of  his  peer,  his  equal,  and  require  him  to  purs^ 
his  conscience,  before  he  can  hold  communion 
with  him  on  the  footing  of  an  American  citiju^n? 
What  right  have  you  to  denounce  him  as  a  traitor 
to  his  country,  and  compel  him  to  stand  before 
your  bar  as  a  criminal — as  an  individual  hostile 
to  the  institutions  of  your  country.' 

[Here  the  hammer  fell,  the  ten  minutes  having 
expired.    Cries  of  **  Go  on  !**] 

No  objection  being  made, 

Mr.  EUSTIS  resumed.  I  tell  you,  gentlemen, 
you  have  just  as  much  right  to  put  your  hands 
in  another  man's  pocket,  to  see  if  the  money  he 
has  belongs  to  him,  as  to  take  that  position  to- 
wards tiie  American  Catholics— as  to  dare  to  pre- 
sume to  ask  him  whether  he  entertains  opinions 
hostile  to  the  institutions  of  this  country. 

Gentlemen  ought  to  recollect  that  here,  'in  this 
Congress,  there  is  not  a  single  Catholic  priest. 
And,  for  my  part,  I  am  opposed  to  all  religious 
interference  with  our  political  affairs.  I  am  in 
favor  of  maintaining  and  keeping  up  the  divorce 
between  Church  and  State  which  has  been  estab- 
lished by  our  great  fathers.  But,  sir,  that  very 
same  reason  which  makes  me  a  deadly  enemy  of 
CatlioUc  interference  with  our  institutions,  makes 
me  blush  for  my  countrymen  when  I  see  the 
Protestant  Church  soiling  its  robes  by  dra^igling 
tliem  in  the  mire  of  poUtic^.  [Cries  of  "Hear, 
hear!"  and  "Good!"]  Your  Legislatures  are 
filled  with  gentlemen  who  wear  white  cravats 
and  black  coats.  [*'  Hear,  hear!"  and  lauijiiter.] 
Your  Congress  has  a  large  proportion  of  the^c 
clerical  gentlemen.  And!  ask  you,  with  all  due 
respect  and  all  due  courtesy  to  gentlemen  of  the 
cloth,  to  show  me  a  Catholic  priest  or  an  ac4:!rfl^ 
ited  agent  of  the  Church  of  Rome  in  this  Hall. 
[Laughter,  and  criesof  **  Hear,  hear!"]  Gentle- 
men who  talk  about  the  Pope  of  Rome  ought  to 
recollect  that  that  poor  old  man,  who  is  an  object 
of  such  terror  to  them,  is  now  in  the  custody  of 
a  guard  of  French  soldiers. 

But,  Mr.  Clerk,  I  have  consumed  more  time 
than  1 4lesired  to  have  done.  1  will  simply  close 
my  remarks  by  asking  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carohna  [Mr.  Reade]  where  he  gets  the  authority 
for  thus  blackballing  his  peers,  his  equals,  tlie 
Catholics? — where  he  gets  the  authority  forstaroj^- 
ing  them  as  the  mere  tools  of  the  Pope  of  Rome  r— 
where  he  gets  the  authority  for  considering  ihcm 
as  unworthy  of  participating  in  the  great  councils 
of  this  country?    Does  the  gentleman  fijid  his 
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authority,  or  will  he  find  it  in  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States?  Will  the  gentleman  find  it  in 
the  treaty  between  France  and  the  United  Stales, 
by  which  the  Territory  of  Louisiana  was  ceded 
to  this  country,  and  by  which  the  religious  rights 
of  its  inlmbitunt.s  were  guarantied  to  them  ?  Will 
the  gentleman  find  it  in  the  Farewell  Address  of 
the  gn^ai  Father  of  our  Country — in  that  address 
which  is  so  often  quoted  by  the  orators  of  the 
American  party?  Will  the  gentlemaji  find  it  in 
that  great  book,  the  Bible,  on  which  so  much 
Teneration  has  been  wasted  so  unprofitably  in 
the  Philadelphia  platform?  I  will  tell  the  gentle- 
man where  lie  will  find  it.  He  will  find  it  in  the 
teachin;^  and  in  the  inspiration  of  that  dark 
Bnirit  of  fanaticism  which  is  the  curse  of  the  An- 
glo-Saxon race.  The  gentleman  will  find  it  in 
that  spirit  by  which  Prot*»stants  were  driven  from 
New  England  by  their  fellow  Protestants  in  our 
colonial  days.  He  will  find  it  in  thatsnirit  which 
made  the  Episcopalians  of  Virginia  arive  away 
their  Puritan  brethren  from  that  State.  And 
where  did  these  persecuted  Puritans  and  Protest- 
ants in  general  go?  WImt  spot  did  they  choose 
as  an  asylum  in  order  tlo  be  protected  from  their 
Protesant  persecutors?  I  will  tell  the  gentleman 
where  ihoy  went  in  those  colonial  times.  They 
went  to  the  colony  of  Maryland-  to  that  colony 
whose  inhabitants  were  under  the  influence  of 
•*  the  aggressive  policy  of  the  Church  of  Romj 
and  its  corrupting  tendencies.'*  Yes,  these  Puri- 
tans sought  a  refuge  in  that  colony  which  first 
in  the  United  States  established  the  law  protect- 
ing every  man  from  religious  persecution. 

Mr.  Clerk,  tlie  American  party  of  Louisiana 
has  a  right  to  be  heard;  I  regret  exceedingly  that 
the  only  exponent  of  its  views  is  myself.  I  re- 
gret exceedingly  that  the  pretensions  of  that  parly 
are  not  in  abler  hards.  jBut,  sir,  I  will  state  this 
much,  that  in  evciy  Native  American  organiza- 
tion, or  in  every  Native  American  party,  the 
American  party  of  Louisiana  has  a  right  to  be 
heard;  for,  if  1  am  not  mistaken,  the  Legislature 
of  Louisiana  was  the  first  Legislature  which 
passed  resolutions  demanding  a  change  in  tlie 
naturalization  laws  of  this  country. 

1  thank  the  House  for  the  indulgence  which  it 
has  extended  to  me  on  this  occasion.  I  vote  for 
Mr.  Fuller. 

Mr.  READE.  I  do  not  rise,  Mr.  Clerk,  for 
any  other  purpose  than  simply  to  set  my  friend 
from  Louisiana  [Mr.  EustisI  right  in  respect  to 
a  mistake  which  he  has  made  as  to  the  question 
which  I  submitted  last  Saturday  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Greor^ia,  [Mr.  Stephens.]  I  do  not 
now,  as  I  stated  I  did  not  then,  intend. to  discuss 
this  question,  but  1  simply  desire  to  put  my 
friend  from  Louisiana  right,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
but  that  tliat  gentleman  wishes  to  be  set  right. 
In  the  remarks  which  he  has  just  made  to  the 
House  he  represented  me  as  asking  a  question 
which  I  never  did  ask,  and  attributed- to  me  sen- 
timents which  I  expressly  disavowed  at  the  time, 
and  which  I  now  disavow.  The  question  which 
I  put  then  was  a  distinct  question.  It  was  re- 
ported by  the  reporters  for  the  House  in  the  very 
way,  I  believe,  in  which  I  put  it;  and  there  can 
be  no  mintake  about  it  if  the  gentleman  will  give 
himself  tnc  trouble  to  read  it  as  reported^  The 
question  which  I  put  to  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  was  thts: 

**  SuppoM;  a  candidate  for  office  were  to  admit  to  you,  or 
if  he  di'l  not  admit  it,  you  were  yourself  satibfied  of  the 
fact,  ibai  he  held  religious  opinions  inconsistent  with  the 
frpcdora  and  safety  of  the  country,  would  you  vote  for 
him?" 

J  Mr.  WALKER.  I  would  suggest  to  the  gcn- 
Inan  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Reade,]  that 
my  friend  from  Louisiana  [Air.  Eustis]  is  not 
now  in  the  Hall. 

Mr.  READE.  1  was  under  the  impression 
that  that  gentleman  was  present.  It  makes  no 
difference,  however,  for  I  have  no  question  to  ask 
him  io  ngard  to  it.  I  only  desired  to  put  myself 
right  as  to  the  question  which  I  asked,  ana  the 
sentiments  which  I  avowed  on  that  occasion. 
They  are^  correctly,  I  believe,  reported  by  the 
reporters  of  the  House,  and  are  to  be  found  so 
reported  in  the  Globe  of  to-day.  1  say  now,  as  I 
«md  then,  that,  at  the  proper  time,  1  shall  take 
occasion  to  set  the  American  party  right  in  regard 
to  this  que*<tion;  and  I  only  say  now  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Louisiana,  [Mr.  Eustis,]  and  every 
opponent  of  the  American  party  whom  I  have 


heard  speak  on  this  fioor, misrepresents  the  Amer- 
ican party  on  that  question.  I  do  not  mean  to 
say  tliat  they  misrepresent  the  American  party 

rurposely.  I  disavow  any  such  intention.  But 
do  say  distinctly,  that  every  gentleman  who  has 
spoken  on  thi^i  floor  on  that  subject  has  begun  by 
misrepresenting  the  American  party  on  that  ques- 
tion, and  then  by  denouncing  the  question  which 
I  put  to  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  last  Satur- 
day. I  reiterate  the  same  to-day  to  every  oppo- 
nent of  the  American  party  on  this  floor.  In  the 
language  in  which  I  put  the  question  then,  I  put 
it  now,  and  I  call  for  an  answer.  Suppose  a  can- 
didate for  ofllice  were  to  admit  to  you,  or,  if  he 
did  riot  admit  it,  you  were  yoursdf  satisfied  of 
the  fact,  that  he  held  religious  opinions  inconsist- 
ent with  tlie  freedom  and  safety  of  the  country, 
would  you  vote  for  him? 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Will  my  friend  from  North 
Carolina  allow  me  to  interrupt  him  a  moment? 

Mr.  READE.  Yes,  if  it  be  to  answer  that 
question. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Well,  I  will,  if  you  answer 
another. 

Mr.  READE.    Not  until  you  answer  mine. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  If  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  will  tel^  me  whether  he  ever  saw  such 
a  man  as  that  in  his  whole  history,  then  I  will 
answer  the  question.  I  ask  him  if  he  ever  saw 
a  man  entertaining  such  religious  ideas  as  he  has 
put  forv/ard  ?     [Laug^hler,] 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER.  I  think  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  has  only  the  right  to  make 
a  personal  explanation  now,  and  has  no  right  to 
yield  the  floor  for  the  purpose  of  dis^ssion. 

The  CLERK.  Not  unless  he  yields  the  floor 
for  a  question. 

[The  subject  was  here  dropped.] 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Alabama,  (when  his  name  was 
called,)  said:  I  feel  it  due  to  myself,  as  a  member 
of  the  American  party,  that  I  should  make  a 
remark  or  two  in  reference  to  the  speech  of  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Louisiana,  [Mr.  Eustis,] 
and  in  reply  to  some  other  remarl^  which  have 
on  various  occasions  fallen  from  honorable  gentle- 
men in  this  House,  touching  some  of  the  princi- 
ples of  the  American  party. 

Mr.  Clerk,  so  far  as  I  am  personally  concerned, 
I  stand  fully  committed  to  the  co^try  upon  nearly 
every  question  advocated  by  that  party,  and  I  do 
not  recollect  a  single  sentiment,  orasingle  expres- 
sion of  mine,  upon  that  subject,  which  I  would 
desire  to  recall  or  to  modify.  Sir,  I  will  not 
dodge  the  Roman  Catholic  question,  or  any  other 
of  the  principles  of  that  party.  I  expect  to  live 
to  see  the  day  when  the  party  witli  which  I  am 
allied,  coming  in  contact  with  the  other  parties 
in  the  country,  in  an  open  and  fair  discussion  of 
principles  alone,  distinguished  from  this  fighting 
of  shadows,  which  our  adversaries  up  to  this 
time  have  been  engaged  in,  will  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  presenting  to  the  coimtry  the  true  issues 
of  Americanism. 

The  gentleman  from  Louisiana  seemed  to  con- 
CTatulate  himself  that,  although  there  were  many 
Protestant  clergymen  in  this  House,  there  was  no 
Roman  Catholic  priest.  I  thank  God  for  that; 
and  I  hope  that,  should  tliis  Republic  stand  a 
thousand  years,  a  Roman  Catholic  priest  never 
will  be  a  member  of  Congress.  [Applause  in  the 
galleries.]  And,  sir,  I  hope  with  equal  fervency 
tnat  no  clergyman  of  any  other  denomination, 
who  is  now  a  member  of  this  House,  will  inter- 
fere, as  a  politician,  with  any  religious  question 
whatever.  I  will  go  as  far  as  any  man  in  my 
opposition  to  the  proscription  of  any  man  on  ac- 
count of  his  religion. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana  should  re- 
member that,  although  there  are  no  Roman  Cath- 
olic priests  in  this  assembly,  there  have  been 
Roman  Catholic  priests  in  other  legislative  as- 
semblies, in  other  countries.  And  I  ask  the  gen- 
tleman— I  ask  any  member  of  this  House,  hold- 
in»  opinions  with  that  gentleman,  if  they  can 
point  me  to  an  instance  when  the  Roman  Catholic 
clergy,  in  any  convention,  or  in  any  assembly  in 
the  world,  as  legislators,  ever  arrayed  themselves 
on  the  side  of  liberty?  [Renewed  applause  in 
the  galleries.]  When,  in  any  country,  in  the 
history  of  the  legislation  of  the  world,  were  the 
Roman  Catholic  clergy  arrayed  on  the  side  of  the 
people  on  the  great  questions  of  civil  or  reUgious 
liberty  ? 

Mr.  DAVIDSON,  (interrupting.)    I  will  ask 


the  gentleman  firom  Alabama  whether  Stephen 
Lan^on  was  not  a  Catholic  priest,  and  whether 
he  did  not  present  Magna  Charta  to  King  John? 
.    A  Member.     He  was  not  a  Catholic  priest. 

Another  Memdhr.  He  was  an  Archbishop. 
So  much  the  worac. 

Mr.  SMITH ,  ( resuming. )  I  do  not  remember 
the  name  of  the  distinguished  person  who  led  the 
revolution  which  resulted  in  the  establishment  of 
Magna  Charta.  He  may  have  been  a  Catholic 
priest;  but,  sir,  he  only  intervened  between  the 
rope  and  the  King;  and  the  gentleman  ouj^ht  to 
have  remembered  that  the  Pope  excommunicated 
every  man  who  aided  in  the  estabhshment  of 
Magna  CharUi.  [Loud  and  long-continued  ap- 
plause.] I  say,  Mr  Clerk,  that  Stephen  Langdon 
may  have  Ix^en  a  Catholic  priest,  and  no  doubt  was, 
but  he  only  intervened  between  the  King  and  the 
Pope;  and  the  gentleman  ought  to  have  remem- 
bered that  for  his  agency  in  working  out  that  great 
chart  of  liberty,  he  with  every  other  man  who 
acted  with  him,  including  the  King  himself,  was 
excommunicated  by  the  Pone:  an  interdict  was 
laid  upon  the  charter  itself,  and  its  great  and 
glorious  doctrines  were  denounced  as  heresies! 
Again,  sir,  I  aSk  the  gentleman  when,  in  any 
assembly  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  was  the  Roman 
Catholic  clergy  ever  found  on  the  side  of  liberty? 
When,  in  any  contest  between  the  people  and 
the  tyrant,  did  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  fail  to 
take  sides  with  the  existing  power,  whether  king, 
pope,  or  emperor. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Tennessee.  I  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Alabama  if  he  regards  Charles  Car- 
roll, of  CarroUton,  as  having  been  a  friend  to 
liberty  ? 

Mr.  SMITH.  Certainly.  I  would  not  utter 
a  word  against  that  illustrious  name.  He  stands 
revered,  in  my  estimation ,  not  far  below  the  Father 
of  his  Country,  [pointing  to  the  picture  of  Wash- 
ington.] That  is  an  individual  case.  I  am  speak- 
ing of  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  as  legislators. 
I  trust,  sir,  that  I  shall  never  be  wanting  in  my 
veneration  for  any  of  the  illustrious  founders  of 
this  Republic;  and  I  am  sure,  sir,  that  no  mem- 
ber of  the  American  party  would  hesitate  a  mo- 
ment to  do  homage  in  memory  of  Charles  Carroll, 
of  CarroUton. 

A  Member.  But  he  was  not  a  Catholic  priest 
at  all. 

Mr.  LETCHER,  (In  his  seat.)  No,  but  he 
was  a  Catholic,  whicn  is  the  same  thing. 

Mr.  SMITH.  It  is  no  matter  whether  he  was 
a  priest  or  not;  the  American  party  will  be  the 
last  to  forget  him. 

But,  sir,  when  I  was  interrupted  by  the  two  or 
three  questions  which  have  been  asked  me,  I  was 
about  to  revert  to  that  Assembly  in  France,  in 
the  beginning  of  the  French  Revolution,  when  La 
Fayette  and  other  illustrious  lovers  of  liberty 
acting  with  him,  desired  to  frame  a  constitution 
which  they  hoped  would  restore  the  hberties  of 
France.  Where  were  the  Catholic  clei^y  then? 
Did  they  not  in  the  National  Assembly  invari- 
ably  cast  their  votes  on  the  side  of  the  King, 
using  all  their  efforts  to  thwart  the  liberty  party, 
sometimes  retiring  from  the  hall,  to  produce 
anarchy  in  legislation,  and  always  contending 
for  the  clergy  and  privileges — the  Pope  and  the 
King?  I  might  refer  you,  sir,  to  other  and  nu- 
merous instances,  in  the  legislative  history  of 
nations,  to  show  the  bearing  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  clergy  to  that  sort  of  government  which 
is  best  typified  by  the  monarchical  regulations  in 
the  Roman  Catholic  church — an  essential  tyran- 
ny— its  head  the  leading  tyrant  of  Christendom. 
And  this  brings  me  to  speak  of  the  great  funda- 
mental principles  of  the  American  party  on  this 
subject.  It  is  not  the  religion  of  the  Roman 
Catholic — it  is  his  politics.  1  say  that  I  object  to 
the  Roman  Catholic,  because  spiritually,  tempo- 
rally, and  politically,  he  owes  an  allegiance  to  the 
Pope  above  that  wnich  he  acknowledges  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States;and  at  the  proper 
time,  sir,  I  shall  give  to  gentlemen  of  this  House 
the  fullest,  the  most  thorough,  and  complete 
authorities  in  reference  to  the  points  which  I  here 
make;  and  I  shall  defy  them,  not  to  meet  my  poor 
arguments,  but  to  dispute  the  authorities. 

Now,  sir,  as  to  the  position  of  the  gentleman 
from  Louisiana,  [Mr.  Eustis,]  I  have  only  this 
to  say:  if  the  Louisiana  Catholics  are  not  Roman 
CathoUcs,  they  do  not  come  within  the  objection . 
raised  by  the  American  parly. 
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Mr.  EUSTIS.  If  the  gentleman  will  allow  me 
to  interrupt  him,  I  will  inform  him  that  the  Lou- 
isiana Catholics  are  Roman  Catholics.  Every 
Catholic  is  a  Roman  Catholic.  There  is  but  one 
denomination — there  is  but  one  word  known  to 
that  cliurch,  and  that  is  Roman  Catholic, 

Mr.  SMITH.  Then  my  opinion  is  verjr  dis- 
tinctly known  to  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana. 

But  perhaps  the  gentleman  is  mistaken.  It  is 
well  known  that  there  are  very  great  and  leading 
differences  of  opinion  as  to  the  Pope*s  temporal 
power  between  the  various  orders  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  church.  I  do  not  think,  sir,  that  the 
gentleman  from  Louisiana,  [Mr.  Eustis,]  or  his 
friends,  ought  to  consider  themselves  proscribed 
by  the  eighth  article  of  the  American  platform. 
Here  it  is: 

«  vni.  Resistance  to  the  fi^nn^asive  policy  and  corrupt- 
ing tendencies  of  tbe  Roman  Catholic  chorch  in  our  coun- 
try by  the  advancement  to  all  political  stations — executive, 
legislative,  judiciaJ,  or  diplomatic — ot*  those  only  who  do  not 
hold  civil  allegiance^  directly  or  indirectly^  to  any  foreign 
Powery  whether  civil  or  ecdesiasticaly  and  who  arc  Ameri- 
cans by  birth,  education  and  training — thus  fulfilling  tbe 
mMini,  ^Amerioans  iBAr.L  only  oovbrn  Ambbica.*  " 

"  The  protection  of  all  citizens  in  tbe  legal  and  proper 
exercise  of  their  civil  and  rcligioua  rights,  and  privileges ; 
the  maintenance  of  the  right  of  every  roan  to  the  ftill,  un- 
restrained, and  peaceild  enjoyment  of  his  own  religious 
opinions  and  worship,  and  a  jealous  resistance  of  all  at- 
tempts  by  any  sect y  aenominatxonj  or  churchy  to  obtain  an 
ascendency  over  any  other  in  the  State y  by  means  of  any 
special  privileges  or  exemption,  by  any  political  combina- 
tion of  its  members,  or  by  a  division  of  their  civil  allegiance 
with  any  foreign  power,  potentate,  or  ecclesiastic." 

If  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana  [Mr.  Eustis] 
will  remember  that  •Americanism,  is  the  leading 
idea  of  the  party,  he  should  know  that  if  the  Ro- 
man Cathoucs  of  Louisiana  **  do  not  hold  civil  al- 
legianccy  directly  or  indirectly  y  to  any  foreign  Powery 
whether  civil  or  ecclesiastical  y  and  are  •Americans  by 
hirthy  educationy  and  training,**  tliey  can  be  mem- 
bers of  the  American  party. 

In  this  connection  I  will  refer  to  the  Question 
of  my  friend  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Reade] 
the  other  day,  which  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Georgia  [Mr.  Stephens]  declined  to  an- 
swer, intimating  that  it  would  lead  to  a  religious 
controversy.  I  make  that  distinction  now.  I 
ask  the  honorable  gentleman  frofn  Greorgia,  or 
any  gentleman  who  may  please  to  answer 

Mr.  KELLY.    Let  me  ask  the  gentleman  a 

?[uestion.  I  desire  to  know  if  the  gentleman 
rom  Alabama  will  say  here  in  his  place,  that  he 
has  ever  known  a  Catholic,  native-bom  or  a  for- 
eigner, who  has  become  a  naturalized  citizen,  who 
was  opposed  to  the  institutions  of  this  country? 

Mr.  J^ITH.  I  will  not  say  that  I  have.  I 
have  had  but  very  little  intercourse  with  the  Cath- 
olics. I  live  in  a  portion  of  country  where  there 
are  very  few  Roman  Catholics;  but,  sir,  I  ai^e 
from  their  antecedents:  what  they  have  done  in 
the  past  they  will  do  in  the  future,  if  ever  they 
get  the  power.  Why,  sir,  during  the  Reign  of 
Terror  m  France — the  bloody  days  of  the  Jaco- 
bins— were  there  not  Roman  Catholic  priests 
who  joined  themselves  to  the  Jacobins — who  re- 
nounced their  religion,  and,  stripping  off  their 
robes,  kneeled  before  the  Jacobm  altars  and 
•wore  "  there  was  no  other  God  but  reason?'* 

Mr.  KELLY.  And  let  me  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama  if  there  were  not  clergymen  of 
Protestant  denominations  who  did  precisely  tlie 
same  thing  ? 

Mr,  SMITH.  I  hope  some  of  these  gentlemen 
who  have  so  many  questions  to  ask  will,  at  a 
proper  time,  take  the  opportunity  to  furnish  to 
me  and  to  the  House  one  single  instance  in  which 
the  Roman  Catholic  clergy,  m  a  controversy  be- 
tween the  king  and  people,  have  been  found  on 
the  side  of  the  people? 

Mr..FLORENCE.  I  will  give  the  gentleman 
an  instance  now.  Did  not  Father  Murphy  head 
the  Rebels,  as  they  were  called,  against  the  forces 
of  the  King,  and  did  he  not  preach  eloquently, 
and  fight  bravely,  in  favor  of  Insh  freedom  ?  The 
battle  of  Vinegar  Hill  stands  out  in  bold  relief  in 
English  history, and  attests  that  the  gentleman's 
remarks  are  liable  to  strong  esfccption — that  he 
was  a  little  confused  in  his  historical  knowledge. 
[Great  laughter.] 

[Here  the  hammer  fell,  the  ten  minutes  to  which 
Mr.  Smith  was  entitled  having  expired.] 

FLoud  cries  of  " Go  on  J"  "  Go  on !"] 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  will  proceed  if 
no  objection  be  made. 

There  was  no  objection,  and 


Mr.  SMITH  continued:  I  am  very  much  in- 
clined to  think  my  friend  ftt)m  Pennsylvania  does 
not  distinctly  remember  the  nature  of  the  contro- 
versy in  which  Father  Murphy  was  engaged. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  Yes,  sir,  I  recollect  dis- 
tinctly. 

Mr.  SMITH.  My  recollection  of  the  occasion 
(if  I  have  any)  to  which  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  alludes,  is  that  it  was  &  spiritual — at 
least  it  was  a  vinegar  war.  That  controversy 
gave  the  name  to  the  locality  where  it  occurrea. 
The  great  question  at  issue,  l  think,  was  whether 
Hannibal,  in  crossing  the  Alps,  had  actually 
climbed  the  mountains  or  had  dissolved  them  with 
vinegar.  [Laughter.]  I  hope,  however,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  will  prosecute  his  re- 
searches into  history  further,  and,  at  some  future 
time,  be  able  to  give  me  some  instance  where,  in 
a  controversy  such  as  I  have  cited,  the  Catholic 
clergu  were  found  arrayed  on  the  side  of  the 
people. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  The  gentleman  asked  for 
a  single  instance,  and  I  thought  I  would  give  him 
one. 

Mr.  BOYCE.  Will  the  gentleman  yield  to  me 
for  a  moment? 

Mr.  SMITH.  No,  sir,  excuse  me.  I  cannot 
yield  further,  with  all  respect  to  my  honorable 
friend  from  South  Carolina. 

When  I  was  interrupted  some  minutes  ago  by 
the  numerous  questions  which  have  been  showered 
upon  me,  I  was  going  to  propound  a  question 
similar  to  the  one  asked  some  days  ago  by  my 
friend  from  ^North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Reade,]  to 
which  I  have  yet  heard  no  response.  Suppose 
a  man  were  to  come  into  your  neighborhood,  and 
professed  to  be  a  school  teacher;  suppose  he  ap- 
plied to  you  for  a  place  in  your  academy,  either 
to  lead  or  teach;  suppose  he  professed  a  religion 
— that  he  belonged  to  a  churcn  the  cardinal  policy 
of  which  was  to  destroy  the  very  foundation  of 
the  Protestant  religion;  suppose  you  knew  that 
his  master  required  of  him  to  burn  Ptotcstant 
catechisms — the  question  is,  would  such  a  man 
be  the  proper  teacher  for  your  children?  Yet, 
will  any  man  pretend  to  deny  that  «t  has  been 
th^  practice  of  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  to 
burn  Protestant  books  ? 
•  A  Member.    No.    I  deny  it. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Then  the  gentleman  denies  the 
current  history  of  the  day — so  far  as  the  public 
press  is  concerned;  and  he  denies  the  recorded 
nistory  of  the  Roman  Catholic  policy  for  ages — 
from  tlie  days  of  Luther  to  this  nour.  Does  not 
the  gentleman  know  that  the  Catholic  priests  burn 
Protestant  Bibles  ? 

Several  Members,    No!  no! 

Mr.  SMITH.  History  will  attest  how  often 
this  has  been  done. 

Mr.  EUSTIS.    I  will  tell  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  SMITH.    I  am  not  talking  about  the 

Do  not 
upon  me  Protest- 
ant Bible  ?  Do  they  allow  their  followers  to  read 
it  ?  Have  not  they  a  Bible  of  their  own  peculiar 
translation  ?  Do  you  forget  that  they  wa^e  a  fear- 
ful war  against  all  Bible  societies  ?  In  flie  presi- 
dential election,  when  Mr.  Frelinghuysen  was  a 
candidate  for  Vice  President  with  Mr.  Clay,  the 
Catholic  Whigs  refused  to  vote  the  tivkety  because 
Mr.  Frelinghuysen  was  the  president  of  the  * 
American  Bible  Society? 

Mr.  EUSTIS.  The  gentleman  speaks  about 
burning  books,  and  especially  about  the  burn- 
ing of  Bibles.  He  goes  a  little  further  back  into 
history  than  I  am  willing  to  do.  But  I  will  ask 
him  one  Question.  I  will  ask  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman whether  it  has  ever  occurred  to  him,  or 
whether  he  has  in  his  reading  of  history  ever 
heard  of  Catholics  being  burned  with  or  without 
their  books?    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  SMITH.  Before  that  had  happened,  there 
had  been  many  Protestants  burned  oy  Catholics. 
If  the  gentleman  wants  to  meet  me  in  an  argu- 
ment with  rcffard  to  proscription,  very  well;  I 
shall  always  oe  prepared  for  him.  He  ought 
to  know  that  the  Roman  Catholic  church  has 
alwa^  been  one  of  proscription.  That  man 
who  raised  his  voice  for  the  freedom  of  religious 
opinion  from  the  earliest  ages  of  the  power  of  \ 
the  Church,  was  a  marked  man.  "  To  the  stake 
with  him!"  was  the  fearful  cry — **To  the  Inqui- 
sition !"  How  can  the  honorable  gentleman  dare 
to  talk  about  the  burning  of  Cathoucs  by  Protest- 
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ants,  with  the  history  of  the  terrible  massacres 
of  Protestants  by  Catholics  starin?  him  in  the 
face?  I  will  not  now  enumerate  these  dreadful 
scenes;  but  I  have  no  doubt  that  five  hundred 
Protestants  have  been  destroyed  by  the  Roman 
church  for  every  Catholic  that  has  fallen  by  the 
Protestants. 

Sir,  the  feeling  "df  the  American  party  in  ref- 
erence to  the  Catholic  question,  as  I  understand 
it,  resolves  itself  into  the  position  taken  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Whitney.]  It 
IS  not  religious  proscription;  it  is  a  politicid  priv- 
ilege— a  political  privilege  which  we,  as  a  party, 
and  which  I,  as  an  individual,  claim.  I  have 
the  right  to  say  that  I  will  not  vote  for  any  roan 
whether  on  account  of  his  religion  or  his  politics. 

And  here  is  another  question:  Many  gentle- 
men seem  to  pride  themselves  in  the  suggestion 
that  this  is  a  violation  of  the  Constitution;  that 
the  Constitution  requires  that  "  no  religious  teat 
shall  ever  be  made  as  a  qualification  for  office." 
I  ask  any  man  to  answer  me  whether  any  private 
citizen,  with  his  mere  vote,  can,  by  any  possi- 
bility, violate  the  Constil||lion?  I  lay  down  the 
broad  principle  that  a  private  individual,  by  his 
vote,  cannot  violate  the  Constitution  in  any  pos- 
sible contingency.  Then,  why  is  it  a  violation 
of  the  Constitution,  when  I  say  that  I  will  not 
vote  for  a  man,  whether  it  be  on  account  of  his 
religion  or  anything  else?  Here  is  the  true  posi- 
tion. I  have  a  right  to  vote  for  any  man  I  please 
for  office,  whether  the  Constitution  says  that  he 
is  or  is  not  eli^ble.  The  Constitution  lays  down 
the  qualifications  for  office,  but  does  not  direct 
my  vote.  I  can  vote,  if  I  please,  for  an  Irishman 
for  President;  I  do  not  violate  the  Constitution; 
but  if  the  Irish-born  citizen  should  take  the  office, 
he  would  violate  the  Constitution. 

Allow  me  to  say,  in  connection  with  these  re- 
marks, Mr.  Clerk,  that  I  am  not  the  man  to  pro- 
scribe another  for  his  religious  opinions.  I  have 
known  many  Roman  Catnolics.  I  have  friends 
among  Roman  Catholics;  and  I  will  say  with 
great  pleasure  that  some  of  the  best  and  purest 
men  and  women  I  have  ever  known  belon^^ed  to 
the  CathoHc  church.  As  a  member  of  the  Amer- 
ican party,  I  do  not  desire  to  proscribe  any  man 
for  lus  religious  opinions ;  but,  sir,  from  the  found- 
ation of  the  Roman  Catholic  church  up  to  thia 
day,  it  has,  at  all  times,  been  arrayed  on  the  side 
of  power,  and  never  on  the  side  of  the  people — 
always  for  the  tyrant,  and  never  for  liberty.  At 
some  other  time,  I  intend,  so  far  as  I  am  individ- 
ually concerned,  to  set  myself  right  on  every 
Sosition  of  the  National  American  party;  and  I 
o  trust  that,  notwithstanding  this  controversy — 
this  apparent  division  in  the  ranks  of  the  Ameri- 
can party — we  will  be  enabled  to  rally  our  forces, 
and  meet  our  legitimate  enemies  with  a  solid  front 
and  an  undauntcdprowess. 

Mr.  BENNETT,  of  Mississippi,  (interrnpt- 
ing.)  Does  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
[Mr.  Fuller]  coincide  with  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  in  tne  remarks  which  he  has  just  ex- 
pressed? 

Mr.  SMITH.  The  opinion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  on  the  subject  is  none  of  my 
business.  I  have  not  inquired  into  it.  If  he 
thinks  differently  on  that  subject,  it  would  not 
weigh  a  feather  with  me,  so  farashQ  is  concerned 
Allow  me,  sir,  to  say,  in  this  connection,  that 
the  Ronuin  Catholic  branch  of  the  doctrines  of  the 
American  party  is  merely  collateral.  We  do  not 
wish  to  battle  on  that  subject  alone.  We  present 
to  the  country  great  principles,  indepenaent  of 
that  one.  So  fhr  as  I  am  concerned  as  an  indi- 
vidual, I  will  take  that  one,  too,  without  feeling 
it  to  be  very  burdensome.  I  vote  for  Mr.  Hex&t 
M.  Fuller. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  (when  his  name  was  called) 
rose  and  said:  Mr.  Clerk,  with  the  indulgence 
of  the  House,  I  will  notice  one  remark  made  ia 
reply  to  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Eustis.]  The  gen- 
tleman from  Alabama  [Mr.  Smith]  stated,  that 
since  the  world  began,  the  Catholic  clergy 
never  yet  was  found  arrayed  on  the  side  of  free- 
dom. The  gentleman  has  forgotten  history.  I 
hold  in  my  hand  the  history  of  the  French  revo- 
lution, and  that,  Mr.  Clerk,  is  the  first  event  in 
which  there  was  a  contest  between  the  people 
and  the  regal  power  where  the  clergy  took  a  pirt. 
In  the  history  of  the  French  revolution,  it  will  be 
found  that  wnen  the  States -General  were  assem- 
bled with  a  view  to  attempt  to  remedy  the  dread- 
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ful  eviJs  undeir  which  France  then  labored,  it  was 
divided,  as  in  the  olden  time,  into  three  bodies: 
the  nobles,  the  clergy,  and  the  third  estate.  The 
estate  was  composeu  of  those  who  belonged  to 
and  represented  the  people.^That  composed  of 
the  nooles  embraced  those  who,  from  birth  and 
ancient  usage,  held  ari«tocratic  privileges.  The 
remaining  one  was  constituted^of  the  priesthood, 
and  in  it  were  assembled  the  dignitarie  of  the 
church— those  who  had  become  assimilated  to 
and  united  to  tlte  aristocratic  class  because  of  the 
power  and  the  other  temporal  advantages  which 
their  station  conferred,  together  with  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  great  mass  of  the  Catholic  clergy, 
humbler  members  of  the  order — those  engaged  in 
the  actual  cure  of  soula.  And  what  spectacle 
presented  ifcelf  at  that  time  ?  When  these  three 
bodies  were  assembled,  each  in  its  own  house, 
the  third  estate,  the  representatives  of  the  people, 
said :  "  We  will  not  act  unless  there  is  united  with 
us  the  members  of  the  other  two  bodies  which 
constitute  and  embody 'the  sovereignty  of  the 
nation."  The  nobility  resisted  the  appeal;  and 
unless  one  body  yielded,  and  a  majonty  of  that 
body  came  to  the  assistance  of  the  thlra  estate, 
popular  power  would  still  have  been  manacled; 
It  would  still  have  been  without  a  voice.  But  it 
had  a  voice;  the  gentlemyi  spoke  of  the  stirring 
times  when  it  spoke  in  tones  of  thunder.  What 
gave  it  its  voice?  It  was  the  action  of  that  Cath- 
olic priesthood.  It  was  thenction  of  those  abused, 
calumniated  Catholic  priests.  In  monarchical 
France,  in  the  midst  of  all  the  feudal  glories,  in 
the  midst  of  all  the  temptations  held  out  by  the 
hopes  of  attaining  to  the  higher  dignities  of  their 
profession,  the  Catholic  priests  joined  the  third 
estate,  and  by  their  action  gave  motion  and  power 
to  the  popular  element,  which  achieved  freedom 
for  France.  'And  is  it  that  lesson  which  is  taught 
by  history,  and  the  history  of  our  own  day,  that 
is  to  be  perverted  for  the  purpose  of  striking  down 
in  their  usefulness  a  class  of  men  who  have 
displayed  such  devotion  to  the  cause  of  morals, 
ana  by  their  teachings  and  example  have  raised 
up  those  angels  of  mercy,  who,  where  the  pesti- 
lence has  stalked  abroad  in  our  land,  have  so 
ministered  to  suffering  mortals  in  the  midst  of 
disease  and  death,  that  they  have  won  praise  and 
blessings  from  an  opposing^ people? 

Mr.  WALKER.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  desire,  before 
casting  my  vote,  to  say  a  word  or  two  on  what 
i¥Miy  be  regarded  as  the  theological  aspect  of  to- 
day 's  discussion.  I  had  not  the  pleasure  of  hear- 
ings the  whole  of  the  eloquent  speech  of  my  friend 
from  Louisiana,  [Mr.  Evstis.J  I  came  into  the 
Hail  just  as  he  was  concluding;  and  I  am  satis- 
fied, sir,  from  the  few  words  which  fell  on  my 
ears,  that  there  is  a  fUll  and  complete  coincidence 
of  opinion  between  that  gentleman  and  myself. 

.  And  I  here  announce  to  this  House,  and  the 
country,  that  I  take^  issue  openly  and  directly 
with  my  honorable  colleague,  [Mr.  Smith,]  who 
replied  to  the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Lou- 
isiana. 

Much  has  been  said  about  t^e  eighth  section 
of  the  Philadelphia  platform  of  the  American 
party.  And  what  is  the  meaning  of  that  section  ? 
Its  language,  I  think,  is  that  we  entertain  hostility 
to  the  aggressive  policy  and  the  corrupting  tena- 
ency  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church,  and  that  it 
is  our  purpose  to  manifest  that  hostility  by  re- 
fusing to  elevate  any  man  to  office  who  acknowl- 
edges a  higher  allegiance  to  another  Power  than 
the  one  he  owes  to  the  Federal  Government  of 
this  land.  Now,  the  first  question  which  springs 
up  in  examining  this  section  is  this:  What  did  its 

^^framers  mean  ?  what  object  had  they  in  view  ? 
JJid  they  intend  the  public  men  of  the  country  to 
understand  by  the  terms  which  they  employed 
that  we  are  opposed  to  the  aggressive  policy  and 
the  corrupting  tendencies  of  uie  Roman  Catholic 
^church  ?  I  will  give  what  I  conceive  to  have 
been  their  purpose.  They  drew,  as  I  think,  a 
distinction  between  what  I  will  call  the  govern- 
mental polity,  or  civil  govcmment,of  that  Church 
and  the  tenets  of  the  religious  faith  of  its  mem- 
bers. 

But  the  language,  I  say,  was  unwarranted  by 
that  council.  In  the  first  place,  they  assumed 
the  existence  of  facts  which  certainly  have  never 
fallen  under  my  cognizance.  I  live  in  a  commu- 
nity of  which  a  lar^e  number  arc  Catholics;  and 
I  say,  OS  I  have  said  elsewhere,  that  1  have  yet 
to  meet  with  the  first  American  Catholic  who 


hesitated  for  a  moment  to  acknowledge  that  his 
allegiance  to  our  great  organic  law  was  paramount 
to  all  others.  And,  in  discussing  this  platform, 
I  have  uniformly  taken  this  position,  that  if  the 
construction  I  have  placed  on  that  eighth  section 
was  not  the  true  one,  that  if  I  was  wrong  in  sup- 
posing that  the  framers  of  it  did  not  intend  to 
rroscribe  men  for  their  religious  opinions,  then 
contemptuously  place  that  platform  under  my 
feet.  Tnis  thing  of  proscrioing  men  for  their 
religious  creed  has  always  shocked  my  moral 
sense;  and  I  only  regret  that  the  men  who  met 
in  that  grave  council,  that  the  men  who,  so  to 
speak,  sought  to  place  swaddling  clothes  around 
tne  great  infant  of  the  American  party,  went  so 
far  as  to  have  almost  strangled  it  in  its  birth — 
that  they  soiled  its  earliest  robes  with  the  religious 
proscription.  And  I  sav  this,  sir,  that  however 
much  r  may  be  attacheflPto  what  I  conceive  to 
be  the  great  fundamental  principles  of  the  Ameri- 
can organization,  if  I  believed  that  this  idea  of 
proscription  was  to  be  embodied  in  its  ftiture 
policy,  I  would  this  moment  cut  myself  aloof 
from  it. 

But  what  is  the  great  fundamental  principle  of 
this  party?  I  will  tell  you  what  it  is.  It  is,  sir, 
the  recog:nition  ^f  what  I  believe  to  be  the  true 
idea  of  citizenship.  We  believe  that  citizensliip 
is  not  merely  evidenced  by  a  constant  and  habitual 
observance  of  our  laws,  by  a  cheerful  payment 
of  our  taxes,  by  a  ready  obedience  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  this  land,  by  a  regard  to  the  rights 
of  others  and  a  strict  maintenance  of  our  own; 
but  that  the  true  source  of  this  great  idea  of  citi- 
zenship goes  down  far  deeper  than  that — that  it 
is  to  be  found  in  what  I  term  the  native  and 
traditional  sentiment,  upon  which  we  believe  the 
permanence  of  our  institutions  alone  depends. 
It  is  the  existence  of  this  national  and  traditional 
sentiment  that  distinguishes  the  native4>om  from 
tlie  alien-bom  citizen. 

Now,  my  eloquent  and  di^tin^ished  friend 
from  Carolina,  [Mr.  Keitt,]  in  discussing  this 
thing  of  suffrage,  said  that  it  was  a  conventional 
right.  Why,  will  he  argue  that  this  right  of 
suffrage  is  not  the  mere  growth  and  result  of 
lej^islation,  and  that  it  belongs  to  the  catalogue 
of  inalienable  rights  enumerated  in  our  Declara- 
tion of  Independence  ?  Such  as  **  the  right  to  life, 
Ubcrty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness."  It  is  the 
result  of  legislation,  and  bein^  the  gift  of  the 
legislative  power,  what  is  it?  Why,  it  is  liable 
to  be  limited,  to  be  enlarged,  or  to  be  taken  away; 
and  this  I  believe  to  be  the  great  purpose  of  the 
American  party.  We  believe  that  the  time  has 
come,  that  a  crisis  has  arrived  in  the  history  of 
our  country,  demanding  a  change  in  the  mode 
of  giving  access  to  the  polls  on  the  part  of  alien- 
born  citizens;  and  they  start  upon  the  assumption 
that  the  principle  of  which  1  am  speaking  is  a 
tnip  one — that  suffrage  is  not  an  inalienable  right; 
that  it  belongs  to  the  legislative  power,  and  is  to 
be  controlled  by  it;  and  that  it  can  be  abridged, 
enlarged,  or  taken  away.  This  is  the  intention 
and  purpose,  I  conceive,  of  the  great  American 
party  of  this  country. 

But,  sir,  I  rose  merely  to  disclaim  anything  like 
an  adoption  or  indorsement  of  what  is  known  as  the 
anti-Catholic  feature  of  the  order.  I  repeat  what 
I  said  before,  that  I  stand  here  as  a  native-born 
citizen,  bom  of  Protestant  parents,  brought  up  in 
the  Protestant  faith,  and  knowing  and  intending 
to  maintain  the  rights  that  belong  to  me  as  aii  in- 
dividual citizen;  but  I  am  at  all  times  prepared  to 
frown  down,  ay,  and  fight  against  any  attempt, 
whether  made  by  my  own  party  or  by  the  party 
of  others,  to  invade  the  same  rights  appertaining 
to  all  men  in  this  land,  I  care  not  to  what  church 
they  may  belongs 

I  have  said  thus  much  because  personal  ex- 
planations seem  to  be  the  order  of  the  day;  be- 
cause I  coincide  in  the  sentiments  expressed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Louisiana,  [Mr.  Eustis  ;]  and 
because,  inasmuch  as  opposite  sentiments  had 
been  expressed  by  one  of  my  colleagues,  I  was 
unwilling  that  the  presumption  should  be  enter- 
tained that  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor  in 
part  to  represenCis  committed  to  this  thing  of  reli- 

fious  proscription.     Sir,  the  whole  matter  is  ab- 
orrent  to  my  very  nature.  I  vote  for  Mr.  Fuller. 
The  result  of  the  vote  was  then  announced,  as 
given  above. 

Mr.WUIGHT,  of  Tennessee.  I  move  that 
the  House  do  now  adjourn. 


Mr.  SMITH,  of  Tennessee.  I  rise  to  a  privi- 
leged question. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.    1  will  withdraw  my  motion. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  move  that  when  the  House 
adjourns  it  adjourn  to  meet  on^cdnesday  next, 
Ixjcause  to-morrow  is  the  8th  of  January,  the 
anniversary  of  the  battle  of  New  Orleans. 

Mr.  BARCLAY.  I  move  to  amend  the  motion, 
BO  as  to  provide  for  an  adjournment  until  the  first 
Monday  in  June.     [Cries  of  "  Not  in  order !"] 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  There  is  to  be  a  conven- 
tion of  old  soldiers  in  this  city  to-morrow,  and  if 
we  vacate  tlie  hall,  it  would  perhaps  be  only  a 
proper  courtesy  to  extend  to  tiiat  convention,  to 
offer  them  the  use  of  this  Hall  to-morrow.  I  would 
suggest  that  to  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  as 
an  amendment  to  hts  motion. 

Mr.  SMITH.  That  ought  to  come  up  as  an 
original  proposition.  My  motion  is  only  for  an 
adjournment  until  Wednesday,  because  to-mor- 
row is  the  8th  of  January. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  think  the  gentleman  is 
right.  I  will  offer  it  as  An  indepenoent  proposi- 
tion, if  his  motion  should  prevtul. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays 
oo-the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee. 

Mr.  HUMPHREY  MARSHALL.  I  trust 
that  the  proposition  will  prevail. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  call  the  gentleman  to  order. 
I  suppose  the  motion  is  not  debatable;  if  it  is 
debatable  on  one  side,  it  is  on  the  other. 

The  CLERK,  The  Clerk  thinks  it  is  debatable 
under  the  parliamentary  law. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  To-morrow  is  a  day  con- 
secrated in  the  feelings  of  the  American  people 
in  consideration  of  a  great  event.  But  apart  from 
that,  we  need  not  conceal  from  ourselves  the  fact 
that  our  friends  over  the  way  have  duties  to  per- 
form elsewhere  than  in  the  public  councils.  I  have 
no  doubt  at  all  that  they  want  to  celebrate  the  day, 
because  they  appropriate  it  almost  exclu^vely 
to  themselves  in  view  of  the  event  that  it  com- 
memorates. Now,  we  have  got  along  in  very 
good  humor  up  to  this  point  of  time;  we  have 
passed  through  the  holiaays,  and  have  given  an 
adjournment  upon  the  otlier  days  that  were  na- 
tional holidays;  and  I  hope  tliat  there  will  be 
enough  liberality  upon  our  side  of  the  House  to 
give  those  gentlemen  opposite  a  chance  to-morrow. 
{Laughter.  ] 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  think  we  can  get  along 
very  well  without  them  to-morrow. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  Now,  the  American  day 
is  the  4tli  of  July,  but  we  shall  probably  have 
occasion  to  be  elsewhere  on  the  22d  of  February; 
and  I  have  not  a  doubt  that  the  Democratic  side 
of  the  House  will  give  us  a  chance  to  go  and  fix 
this  much-mooted  platform.  I  hope  that  the 
motion  will  prevail.  I  will  give  it  my  vote  with 
cordial  pleasure. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered. 

The  call  of  the  roll  was  then  commen<ifed,  and 
Mr.  Aiken  answered  to  his  name. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  Did  not  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Florence]  offer  an 
amendment  to  lend  the  use  of  the  Hall  for  to- 
morrow to  the  convention  of  the  soldiers  of  tht 
war  of  1H12? 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  No;  it  is  not  connected 
with  this.  This  is  a  simple  motion  to  adjourn 
over.  I  withdraw  the  amendment,  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  did  not,  very  properly,  ac- 
cept it. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  was  pleased  to  hetfr  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
to  give  up  this  war  to  our  brethren  of  the  war  of 
1812.     [Cries  of  "Order !*n 

The  CLERK.  Objectionbeing  made,  the  gen- 
tleman is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  Well, I  shall  submit  such 
a  motion,  if  the  House  determines  to  adjourn 
over. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Well,  I  hope  the 
Hall  will  be  devoted  ^o  no  purpose  but  the  legiti- 
mate business  of  Congress.  Next  thing,  you 
will  have  an  Abolition  meeting  in  this  Hall. 
[Much  laughter.]  ' 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative — yeas   101,  nays  107;  as 

follows: 

VEAS —Messrs.  Allen,  Allison,  Ball,  Bell,  Bowie, 
Boyce,  Branch,  Cadwalader^  John  P.  Campbell,  Lewia  D. 
Campbell,  Caruthcrs,  Caskie,  Bayard  Clark,  Clinsjman, 
Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Cox,  Craige,  David- 
son, Henry  VVinter  Davis,  Denver,  Dowdell,  Dunn,  Ed- 
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Edintindflon,  Elliott,  EnKlish,  Etheiidge,  Eu8tifi,Evan8,FIor- 
ence,  Fo:*l«*r,  II -nry  M.  Puller, Thoniar*  J.  0.  Fiillfir,Gootle, 
Gn't'ijwfMMl,  Au^ruMUM  Hall,  SnmptHm  W.  IfarriK,  Thomas 
L.  Harris,  llarri.'on,  Hnv«?n,  HirlMTt,  HoHTiiian,  Ji^weti, 
Keitt,  Kelly,  Keiiiu-tl,  Kidwell,  Lake,  LHelier,  Liiulley, 
Lumpkin,  Humpliroy  |lar>iltall.  Maxtvell,  MeMullin,  Mc- 
Qii:vu,  Smith  Miller,  Milhvanl,  !V1(M>re,  Nieholit,  Monlceai 
Oliver,  Orr,  Paek«T,  Paine,  Pearc**,  Penninxtou,  Phelpn, 
Porter,  Powell,  Purviance,  Keade,  Rieaud,  Richard>H>n, 
River.-.  Uobert!*,  Uobison,  Kutfin,  HuKt,  8audidKe,  Savngtf, 
Bcott,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  VVilliam  Smith,  William  u.  Smith, 
Sneed,  Stephens,  Stewart.  TallMttl,  Taylor,  Tinld,  Trippe, 
Underwoo<l,  Vnil,  Valk,  vValker,  WatkiuK,  Wat*«on,  Wil- 
liam-:, Winf'low,  John  V.  Wriiihi,  and  Zolllcolfer— 101. 

NAYS— McM^ru.  Aiken,  Aibriffht.  Rankt<,  Itarlmur,  Bar- 
clay, Henry  Bennett,  Hendley  8.  Bennett,  Benwjn,  Bing- 
ham. Hixhop,  Blisfl,  Bocock,  Bradfliaw,  Brenton,  Brooks, 
Buffint^tou,  Burlinitanie,  Jamen  U.  tJamphell,  ChafTet;, 
Ciawann,  Colfax,  ("ominH,  (*ni^n,  Crawn)rd,c:ullen,('um- 
back,  Damrell,  Day,  Dean.  De  Witt,  Dick,  Diekfon,  Dodd, 
Durfec,  Etlip,  Edwnrd!<,  Emrie,  Faulkner,  Flagler,  Gal- 
loway, GiddiJigx,  Gdhert,  Granijer,  Grow,  Itobert  B.  Hall, 
Harl.-in,  Hiekman,  Hollowny,  Thomai*  R.  Norton,  Valen- 
tine n.  Horton,  Hou!^ton,  Howard,  Hugli><tim,  George  W. 
Jones,  Kelsey,  King,  Knapp,  Knight,  Knowlton,  Knox, 
Lciter,  Samuel  8.  Marshall,  Matteson.  McCarty,  Meach- 
am,  Kiliinn  Miller,  Million,  Monmn,  Morrill,  Mott,  Murray, 
Norton,  Andreiv  Oliver,  Parker,  Pock,  Pettit,  Pike,  Pringle, 
Puryear,  Quitman,  Bobbin?,  Sabin,  Sage,  Sapp,  Sherman, 
Simmons',  Spinner,  Stanton,  Stranahan,  Swope,  Tapnan, 
Thorlngton,  Thun«ton,  Trallon,  Wade,  Wakeman,  Wal- 
bridge.  Waidroii,  Cadwalader  ('.  Wa-^libiirne,  Ellihu  B. 
Wasliniinie,  Ii»rael  Warhburn,  Wheeler,  Wood,  Woodruff, 
Woodwortli,  and  Daniel  B.  Wright— 107. 

Pending  the  call  of  the  yeas  and  nays, 

Mr.  FLORENCE  said:  When  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama  asked  any  gentl«*man  to  refer  to  an 
instance  of  a  Catholic  clergyman  being  engaged 
in  a  contest  for  liberty,  I  incidentally  referred  to 
the  fact  of  the  Rev.  John  Murphy  beutg  one  of 
the  leaders  in  the  Irish  rebellion  on  the  occasion 
of  their  defeat  at  Vinegar  Hill,  on  the  9th  of  June, 
1798. 

Mr.  PURYEAR.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
The  debate  is  not  in  order  on  a  motion  to  fix  the 
day  of  adjournment. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  am  only  making  a  per- 
sonal explanation.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  SNEED.  The  gentleman  cannot  do  that 
upon  a  motion  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  find,  by  reference  to  the 
history  of  that  period,  that  other  Catholic  clergy- 
men were  engaged  in  that  struggle. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania has  forgotten  that  this  is  a  vote  upon  fixing 
the  time  of  adiournment. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  was  simply  explaining 
my  position. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  move  that  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvauia  be  allowed  to  explain  the  rea- 
sons for  his  vote.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  PURYEA  R.  The  gentleman  cannot  pro- 
ceed, as  my  point  of  order  has  been  decided 
against  him. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  should  have  been  through 
with  my  explanation  if  gentlemen  had  allowed 
me  to  jiroceed.  Those  clergymen  were  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Kea»ns  and 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  will  suspend  a 
moment.  [Laughter.]  The  Clerk  did  decide, 
on  the  point  of  order  raised  by  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Puryear,]  that  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
were  not  in  order,  inasmuch  as  the  vote  was  upon 
a  motion  to  fix  the  time  of  adjournment.  But  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  now  moves  that  the 
rentleman  be  permitted  to  explain  his  reason  for 
his  vote. 

Mr.  PURYEAR.     I  object. 

Mr.  'GROW.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  be 
permitted  to  tell  us  what  became  of  Father  Mur- 
phy after  he  fell.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  SN  EED.  I  move  to  lay  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  froin  Virginia  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  thought  the  motion  had 
been  acquiesced  in  by  unanimous  consent. 

The  CLERK.  There  was  a  great  number  of 
objections. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Then  I  withdraw  the  mo- 
tion. , 

Mr.  SNEED,    And  I  withdraw  my  motion, 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  They  were  the  Rev. 
Messrs.  Kearns,  Perry,  Fitzgerald,  and  John 
Hay;  and  I  further  find  tliat  the  following  note 
is  appended  to  the  page  recording  the  event  of 
those  gentlemen  being  so  engaged: 

"  W^hcn  Muqihy  fell,  he  was  but  a  few  paces  firom  the 
barricade,  and  \v:i8  waving  a  banner  over  bi^  head,  embla- 
zoned with  a  huge  cross,  and  the  motto,  *  Death  or  Lib- 
erty!'" 


[Cries  of  "  Order !  **  here  came  from  all  parts  of 
the  Hall,  Mr.  Florence  in  the  mean  time  stand- 
ing in  his  place.] 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania is  certainly  out  of  order. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  am  not  saying  a  word. 
[Laughter.]  1  am  waiting  for  the  confusion  to 
cease,  and  the  House  will  bear  me  witness  that  I 
am  not  a  participant  in  it.  I  have  been  standing 
here  hkc  ** Patience  on  a  monument."  [Laugh- 
ter.] 

The  call  of  the  roll  was  then  proceeded  with, 
and  the  result  announced  as  above  recorded. 

Mr.  KEITT  moved  that  when  the  House  ad- 
jounis  to-day,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Thursday 
next. 

Mr.  ORR  moved  so  to  amend  the  motion  as  to 
provide  for  an  adjournnimit  until  Wednesday. 

Mr.  STANTON.  N^  let  us  have  the  yeas 
and  nays  upon  adjourning  over  until  Wednesday. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  0rr*s 
amendment  to  Mr.  Keitt's  motion,  and  decided 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  122,  nays  68;  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Ball,  Bell,  Ilcndley  S.  Ben- 
nett, Bli^si,  Boci>ck,  Bowie,  Boycc,  BnVich,  (Jadwaladcr, 
John  p.  Campbell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  ('aruthers,  Ca«kie, 
Bayard  Clark,  Climtman,  Howell  Cobb,  Williatn«ion  R.  W.  ' 
Cohh.  Cox,  Cntige,  Crawford,  Cullon,  Davidson,  Henry 
Winfbr  Davis,  Denver.  Dick,  Dowdcll,  Dunn,  Durfep,  Ed- 
mundson,  Btlwards,  Elliott,  Enj^lihh,  Elhcrid^e,  EusU:*, 
Evans,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Fouer,  Henry  M.  Fuller, 
Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode,  Greenwoo*!,  Grow,  Au;ni<ttud 
Hall,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Sanip^ion  W.  Harris,  Thomas  L. 
Harris,  Harrison,  Haven,  Herbert,  Hoffman,  Houston, 
Jewett,  Keitt,  Kelly,  Kennett,  Kidwell,  Lake,  Lciter, 
Letcher.  Lindley,  Lumpkin,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Samuel 
S.  Marsnall,  Maxwell,  McMulhn,  McQueen,  t^inith  Miller, 
Millson,  Millward,  Moore,  Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver, 
Orr,  Packer,  Paine,  Parker,  Peck,  Pellon,  Pennint^n, 
Pettit,  Phelps,  Porter,  Powell,  Purviance,  QuiUnan,  Read?, 
Rieaud,  Roberts,  Rulfin,  Rust,  Sabin,  Saudidge,  Sapp,  Scott, 
Sliennan,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  R.  Smith,  Sneed, 
Stewart,  Talbott,  Taylor,  Thurston,  Tod«l,  Trippe,  Under- 
wood, Valk,  Wade,  Walker,  Warner,  Israel  Washburn, 
Watkins,  Watson,  Wheeler,  Williams,  VVMnslow,  Daniel 
B.  Wriaht,  John  V.  WriRht,  and  Zollicoflcr— liS. 

NAVS— Messrs.  Albright,  Banks,  Barbour,  Barclay, 
Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  Bingham,  Bradshaw,  Brenton, 
Butfin^ton,  Burlinspme,  Janies  H.  Campbell,  Chafice, 
Clawson,  Colfax,  Comins,  Cumback,  Damrell,  Day,  Dean, 
De  Witt,  Dickson,  Dodd,  Edie,  Emrie,  Flajjler,  Galloway, 
Giddin^.  Gilbert,  Granger,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan,  Hick- 
man, Holloway,  Thomas  R.  Horton,  Valentine  B.  Horton, 
Howard,  Hughston,  George  W.  Jones,  Kelsey,  Knapp, 
Knight,  Knowlton,  Matteson,  McCarty,  Mon;an,  Morrill, 
Mott,  Murray,  Prinple.  Puryear,  Bobbins,  Sage,  Spinner, 
Stanton,  Stranalian,  Thorin^on,  Trafton,  Wakeman,  VVal- 
bridfte,  WaTdron,  (/adwalader  C.  Wnshbunie,  Ellihu  B. 
Waslibume,  Welch,  Wood,  Woodrufl',  and  Woodwortta — 
68. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Keitt,  as  thus  amended, 
was  then  agreed  to^yeas  102,  nays  90;  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Mcssrs.  Aiken,  AUen,  Ball,  Bell,  Bliss,  Bowi^ 
Boyce,  Branch,  Brenton,  Brooks,  Cadwalader,  John  F. 
Campbell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  CaruUiers.  Caskie,  Cling- 
man,  Howell  Cobb,  VVilhamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Cox,  Crai-^e, 
Crawford,  Cullen,  Davidson,  Henry  Winter  Davis.  Den- 
ver, Dick,  Dowdell,  Dunn,  Ijdmundson,  Edwards,  Elliott, 
Ethoridge,  EusUs,  Evans,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Foster, 
Henr>'  M.  Fuller, Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goodc,  Greenwood, 
Augustus  Hall,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Samp-on  VV.  Harris, 
Thomas  L.  Harris,  Harrison,  Haven,  Herb?rt,  Hotl'man, 
Jewett,  Keitt,  Kelly,  Kennett,  Kidwell,  Lake,  Lciter. 
Letcher,  Lindley,  Lumpkin,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Samuel 
S.  Marshall,  Maxwell,  McMulIin.McCluecn,  Smith  Miller, 
Millward,  Moore,  Nichols,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Paine, 
Pennington,  Phelps,  Porter,  Powell,  Pur\'iance,  Rcade, 
Rieaud,  Roberts,  Ruffin,  Ru-;t,  Sandidge,  Seott,  Samuel  A. 
Smith,  VVdIiam  K.  Smith,  Sneed,  Stewart,  Swope, Talbott, 
Taylor,  Todd,  Trippe,  Underwood,  Valk,  Wade,  Walker, 
Watkins,  Wat^on,  Williams,  Winslow,  John  V.  Wright, 
and  Zolhcofler— 103. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Albright,  Banks,  Barbour,  Barclay, 
Henry  B*?nnett.  Hendley  S.  Bennett,  Benson,  Bingham, 
Bocock,  Bradshaw,  BuHington,  Burlingame.  James  H. 
Campbell,  ChatTee,  Clawson,  Colfav,  Comins,  Cragin, 
Cumback.  Damrell,  Day,  Dean.  De  Witt,  Dickson,  Dodd, 
Durfec,  Edie.  Emrie,  Flagler,  GalIowa>',  Giddings,  Gilbert, 
Granger,  Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan,  Hickman.  Hollo- 
way,  Thomas  R.  Horton,  Valentine  B.  Horton,  H<mpton, 
Howard,  Hughston,  George  W.  Jones,  Kelscy,  Knapp, 
Knight,  Knowlton,  Matteson,  McCarty,  MilU^on,  Morgan, 
Morrill,  Mott,  Murray,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Packer, 
Parker.  Peck,  Pelton,  Pettit,  Pike,  Pringle,  Puryear,  Quit- 
man, Kobbins,  Sabin,  Sage,  Sapp,  Sherman,  Spinner,  Stan- 
ton, Stranahan,  Tappaii,  Thorington,  Thurston,  Tralton, 
Wakeman,  Walbridge,  Waldron,  Warner*,  Cadwalailcr  C. 
Waslibume,  Ellihu  B.  Washbume,  Israel  Washburn, 
W^elch,  Wheeler, Wood,Woodruff,  Woodworth,  and  Daniel 
B.  Wright— 90. 

And  thereupon  (at  five  o'clock)  the  House 
adjourned  until  Wednesday  next,  at  twelve 
o'clock,  m. 


HOUSE  OF  REPEESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday,  January  9,  1856. 

The  House  was  called  to  order  by  the  Clerk  at 
twelve  o'clock,  m. 

Thejournul  of  Monday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  move  that  there  be  a  call 
of  the  House, 

Mr.  PHELPS.  Upon  that  motion  I  demand 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

Tlie  yens  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  wus  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
negative — yeas  77,  nays  127;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Bank'*,  Barclay,  Bark»- 
dale,  Bell,  Hendley  S.  Benaetl.  Bowie,  Boyce,  BruiHi, 
Burnett,  John  P.  Campbell,  Lewis  D.  Campbcil,  Cariile, 
Ca.'*kie,  Howell  t.'oWi,  Williamson  K.  W.  C«»bl»,  i'ox,  Craife, 
David.oon,  Denver,  Dowdell,  Dunn,  Etheridite,  Eojtis 
Evans,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Henr\-  M.  Fuller,  Thomas  J. 
D.  Fuller, Gooile, Greenwood,  J.  Momson  HarrH,  Sniupso* 
W.  Harris,  Harrison,  Herbert,  Hotlman,  Valenune  B.  liiw- 
ton,  Jewett,  Georjje  W.  Jonex,  Kent,  Kelly,  Kidwell,  i»aice, 
Letcher,  Lumpkin,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Samuel  S.  Mar- 
shall, MaKwell,  McUueen,8m'itli  Miller,  Millson, Mi  11  wvni, 
Moore.  Paine,  Penrce,  Peck,  Phelps,  Uuitnnn,  Ready, 
Ricuud,  Richard-ion.  Rivera,  Rutiln.  Rust.  William  dnuta, 
Sneed,  Stewart,  Talboii, Taylor, Walker. Warner, Wheeler, 
VVilliani9,  Winslow,  Daniel  B.  Wrigiit,  and  Jotm  V. 
Wri2ht— 77. 

NAVs?— Messrs.  Albrifht,  Allison,  Barbour.  Henry  B«o- 
nett.  Bemion,  Bingham,  BIumc,  Braduhaw,  Brenton,  Brooks, 
Bufnnston,  Burliiicrame,  Cadwnlader,  J:une<K  H.  CaiupbeS, 
Caruthers,  IMiatlee,  Clawson.  Clinsman,  t^olfaz,  Cmiuns, 
Cnurin,  Cumback,  Dmnrell,  Timothy  Dnvi^,  Day,  Dema, 
Dc  Witt,  Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd,  Durfec,  Eklie.  Edi'nuruL<o«, 
EdwardK,  Elliott,  Emrie,  English,  Flakier,  Ftk^ter,  CiaiJe- 
way,  Gidding»,  Gilbert,  Grow,  Augintu;*  Hall,  Rotvert  B. 
Hail,  Harlan,  Thoina*  L.  Harris,  Hickman,  HolJowray, 
Thomas  R.  Horton,  Houston,  Howard,  Kelsey,  Kennett, 
King,  Knapp,  Knight,  Knowlton,  Knox,  Letter,  Mace,  Al- 
exander K.  Marshall,  Matteson,  McCany,  McMullia, 
Mcacham,  Killian  Miller,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Slott,  Murray, 
Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Orr,  Packer,  Parker, 
Pelton,  Pennington,  Peuit,  Pike,  Porter,  Powell.  Prin^, 
Puryear,  Reade,  Ritchie,  Roberts,  Robison,  t^abin,  Sa^ 
Sandidse,  Sapp,  Savage,  Scott,  Shennan,  Simmons,  Sam- 
uel A.  Smith,  Spinner,  Stanton,  Stephens  Stranalian,  Tap- 
nin,  Thorington,  Thurston.  Todd,  Trnfton,  Trippe, T>-s»oii, 
Underwooil,  Vail,  Valk,  Wade,  Wakeman,  Walbrtd^e, 
Waldron,  Caitwalader  C.  Washbume,  Ellihu  B.  Was^ 
bume,  Israel  Washburn,  Watkii>s,  WaL«on,  WelHi,  WhH- 
ncy,  Wood,  Woodruff,  Woodwortli,  and  ZolLicofier— 1^. 

So  the  House  refused  to  order  a  call. 

While  the  call  of  the  roll  was  proceeding, 
Mr.  SMITH,  of  Tennessee,  (when  his  name 
was  called,)  said:  Mr.  Clerk,  I  rise  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  a  personal  explanation,  ana,  as 
this  motion  for  a  call  of  the  House  is  evidently 
for  the  purpose  of  allowing  members  time  to  come 
in,  this  is  the  best  time  to  make  it.  If  the  House, 
therefore,  will  indulge  me  at  this  time,  I  promise 
to  be  as  brief  as  possible.  [Cries  of  **  Go  on  !'* 
**  Consent!**]  A  few  days  ago,  it  will  be  remem- 
bered—or  if  It  is  not  remembered,  it  is  upon  the 
record — I  voted  against  laying  upon  the  table  a 
resolution  introduced  by  the  honorable  ^ntle- 
man  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Walker,]  nominating 
for  Speaker  my  friend  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
BoTCE.]  In  doing  so,  1,  to  some  extent,  separated 
myself  in  that  ]>articular  from  a  large  majority  of 
the  Democratic  party  in  this  House.  Some  cen- 
sure was,  for  the  moment,  cast  upon  me  for  that 
act,  though  I  beUeve  no  Democrat  who  voted 
against  laying  that  resolution  on  tho  tabic  was 
suspicioned  even  of  an  intention  to  waver  from 
his  support  of  the  regular  nbminee  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party. 

Now,  sir,  the  reason  why  I  gave  that  vote  I 
want  to  explain;  and  I  want  to  do  it  for  this  pur- 
nose:  there  has  been  a  shrewd,  ingenious,  but 
deliberate  attempt  made  to  cast  the  responsibility 
of  the  non-organization  of  this  House  upon  thie 
Democratic  party  and  upon  the  Administration — 
upon  the  President.  When  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  [Mr.  Walker]  first  made  the  remark 
which  he  did  here,  in  relation  to  the  responsibil- 
ity of  the  want  of  organization  of  this  body,  the 
Democratic  party  had  said  nothing  U)mn  the  sub- 
ject. They  had  attempted  to  throw  the  respon- 
sibility upon  no  one  of  the  contending  parties 
in  the  House.  They  were  willing — and  they  did 
it — to  sit  here  and  vote,  and  to  stand  by  tlieir 
platfonn,  and  to  stand  by  their  candidate,  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Richardson.]  We 
had  struggled  here  for  sometime;  and  though  no 
result  hatl  been  accomplished,  each  party  had 
succeeded  to  some  extent  in  defining  its  own  po- 
sition. But,  sir,  to  my  astonishment  and  regret, 
I  find  that  a  party  here,  agreeing  with  us  in  senti- 
ment, as  they  say,  in  relation  to  the  great  question 
that  now  ogitates  and  divides  the  country,  inatoad 
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of  making  war  upon  the  Black  Republicans,  as 
they  arc  called,  attempt  most  ingeniously  to  cast 
the  odium  upon  the  Democratic  party  for  the 
failure  that  has  occurred  to  organize  the  House. 
And  that  attempt  having  been  promoted  by  two 
of  my  colleagues  from  Tennessee — the  honorable 
^cnlh^man  [Mr.  Zollicoffer]  who  represents 
tlie  ^N'ashville  district,  for  whom  I  have  tnc  high- 
est respect,  and  my  honorable  colleague,  [Mr. 
£tiieridge,]  who  proposed  Mr.  Millson  the 
other  day — I  say  that  the  attempt  to  throw  this 
odium  upon  the  Democrats  having  been  promoted 
by  these  two  gentlemen,  I  desire  to  show  the  per- 
ft^t  and  utter  fallacy  of  any  such  charge  against 
the  Administration  or  the  Democratic  party. 

Mr.  Clerk,  if  there  is  a  Democrat  in  tins  House 
who  d<H's  not  most  earnestly  desire  an  organiza- 
tion, I  know  not  who  he  is.  I  should,  however, 
not  say  a  word  upon  this  point  in  relation  to  the 
Administration,  but  for  a  charge  that  has  been 
made  in  the  leading  organ  of  that  once  very  re- 
spectable but  now  defunct  organization,  known 
•as  the  Whig  party — that  the  Administration  is 
responsible  for  our  want  of  organization.  But, 
sir,  as  that  charge  has  been  made  from  so  respect- 
able a  source,  and  as  it  has  become  a  prominent 
charge  against  the  Administration,  I  take  this 
occasion  to  say,  that  though  I  am  not  authorized 
to  speak  for  the  President  nor  for  the  Adminis- 
tration, I  speak  what  /  know  when  I  say  that 
there  is  no  man  in  this  House  who  more  earnestly 
desires  the  speedy  organization  of  the  House  than 
the  President  of  the  United  States.  I  speak  what 
I  know  when  I  make  this  statement,  though  I  am 
autliorized  to  speak  for  no  one  but  myself;  but, 
sir,  I  am  anxious  to  see  the  House  organize;  and 
-why  the  attempt  should  be  made  by  this  Know 
Kothing  party,  as  it  is  called,  to  throw  upon  us 
the  responsibility  of  the  failure  thus  far,  I  cannot 
see. 

Sir,  strange  things  have  occurred  here,  which 
ought  to  go  to  the  country.  Here  are  two  parties 
opposed  to  the  Democratic  party  of  the  House. 
Of  course  I  do  not  refer  to  every  individual  in 
those  parties;  but  I  say  that  those  who  are  called 
Black  Republicans  in  this  House,  owe  their  elec- 
tion here  to  Know  ^othingism. 

Mr.  TRAFTON.  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  what  he  means  by 
that  expression? 

Mr.  SMITH.    By  what  expression? 
Mr.  TRAFTON.    Black  Republicans. 
Mr.  SMITH.    I  mean  those  gentlemen  who 
have  been  voting  for  Mr.  Banks;  they  have  been 
called  Black  Republicans.    I  use  the  term  in  all 
courtesy. 

Mr.  TRAFTON.  Who  calls  them  Black  Re- 
publicans?   That  is  the  question. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  use  the  expression  in  all  cour- 
tesy. The  reason  why  they  are  called  so,  I  sup- 
pose, is,  because  ihey  want  to  put  the  negro  upon 
an  equality  with  the  white  man. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Above— they  would  put 
them  above  naturaliz<id  foreigners. 
Mr.  SMITH.  Yes,  sir. 
Mr.  NICHOLS.  I  do  not  underst^id  the 
party  to  which  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
alluaes  to  occupy  any  such  position  as  he  gives 
for  them.  I  am  not  iit  favor  of  putting  the  blacks 
upon  an  equality  with  the  whites,  and  I  am  not 
aware  that  any  such  position  is  occupied  by  the 
party  with  which  I  an^  acting. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  would  be  wilUng  to  do  that.  I 
am  pursuing  a  line  of  argument,  and  not  casting 
any  reflections  on  anybody.  I  give  the  common 
acceptation  of  the  terms  of  the  various  parties  in 
this  House.  I  say,  sir,  that  the  large  majority  of 
the  Black  Republicans  owe  their  election  mainly 
to  the  secret  organization  to  which  some  gentle- 
men from  the  South  in  main  owe  theirs.  But  what 
do  we  see  now  ?  I  speak  from  experience  on  the 
subject.  The  Know  Nothings  nearly  rode  me 
down  in  my  district;  and  how  did  they  do  it? 
They  did  it  on  the  eighth  section  of  the  Philadel- 
phia American  platform.  It  was  proclaimed  in 
every  district  or  Tennessee  that  the  proscription 
of  Catholics  for  their  religious  tenets,  which,  they 
alleged,  were  inconsistent  with  their  true  allegiance 
to  this  Government,  was  the  great  and  moving 
principle  of  the  Know  Nothing  party.  The  con- 
ference of  the  ministers  of  the  cnurch  whose 
principles  I  profess,  but  to  which  I  do  not  belong, 
(I  belong  to  none,)  met  in  my  county,  and  the 


influence  of  those  men  was  almost  irresistible  in 
favor  of  the  principle  of  the  eighth  section  of  the 
Philadt'lpliia  platform,  and  against  the  constitu- 
tional ideas  of  the  Democratic  party  on  the  sub- 
ject of  religious  toleration.  If  they  had  not  done 
so,  I  should  never  have  had  the  least  difliculty  in 
reference  to  my  election.  But  such  was  the  fa- 
naticism there  in  my  county  on  the  subject  of 
religion, — not  on  the  question  of  the  exclusion  of 
foreigners, — that  with  a  thousand  majority  of  my 

Folitical  friends,  it  was  with  the  greatest  difiiculty 
was  enabled  to  carry  the  distnct. 

What,  Mr.  Clerk,  did  we  see  here  day  before 
yesterday  ?  We  see  the  gentleman  from  Louisi- 
ana [Mr.  EuRTis]  rise  in  his  place  and  assert 
that  the  doctrine  contained  in  the  eighth  section 
of  the  Philadelphia  Know  Nothing  platform  was 
a  monstrous  doctrine. 

The  CLERK.  Th^^  allotted  the  gentleman 
under  the  order  of  the^Wusc  has  expired. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  am  speaking  by  unanimous 
consent. 

The  CLERK.  If  there  is  no  objection,  the 
gentleman  will  proceed  with  his  remarks. 

There  was  no  objection. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  am  obliged  to  the  House.  In 
order  that  I  may  not  be  misunderstood,  I  will 
read  what  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Louisi- 
ana [Mr.  EusTis]  did  say  on  the  subject  of  the 
religious  test.  In  the  Globe  I  find  him  using  this 
language: 

"  What  was  the  construction  which  the  American  can- 
didate for  G<»vemor  of  that  State  placod  upon  the  eighth 
I  article  of  Uie  PJiiladclphia  platform?  We  alt  know  tlint,  in 
the  early  part  of  his  canvass,  that  candidate  publi:4hcd  a 
letter  in  which  he  said  ho  never  would  vote  for  a  Catliolic. 
Thank  God,  that  gentleman  was  defeated,  and,  snr,  heoii^^ht 
to  have  been  defeated.  There  was  enough  in  that  letter  to 
defeat  ten  thousand  candidato«)  for  Governor;  and  I  trust 
that  every  man  who  holds  such  odiou;)  and  monstrous  doc- 
trinos,  wUl  ever  meet  with  a«  deep  a  political  grave  as  the 
honorable  gentleman,  the  American  candidate  for  Governor 
of  Virsiiiia,  has  met  witli." 

I  was  astonished  to  hear  that  doctrine  from  one 
who  was  of  the  secret  or^nization  which  so 
bitterly  denounced  the  religious  opinions  of  the 
Catholics  in  my  own  district.  Here  a  member  of 
the  American  party  holds  doctrines  diametrically 
opposite  to  those  of  that  party,  published  and 
advocated  in  the  gubernatorial  and  congressional 
canvass  of  Tennessee.  But  my  astonishment 
was  increased  when  I  found  these  dissimilar 
doctrines  were  indorsed  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Walker,]  who  is  an 
acknowledged  leader  of  the  Know  Nothing  or 
American  party.  What  do  we  see  ?  These  gen- 
tlemen hold,  that  if  the  eighth  section  of  the 
Philadelphia  American  platform  means  anything, 
it  declares  a  principle  which  is  not  only  subvers- 
ive of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  but 
is,  in  t%e  language  of  the  gentleman  from  Louis- 
iana, [Mr.  EusTis,]  monstrous.  And  yet,  what 
did  we  hear  in  the  next  breath  ?  The  Democrats 
met  here  on  the  Saturday  night  before  the  com- 
mencement of  Congress,  and  passed  a  resolution 
in  which  they  said,  in  most  respectful  terms,  that 
they  congratulated  the  country  on  the  triumph 
of  the  Democratic  party,  in  many  of  the  States, 
on  the  principle  of  civil  and  reUgious  liberty, 
which  was  so  fiercely  assaulted  by  the  Know 
Nothing  or  American  party.  Two  gentlemen 
rise  in  their  places,  and  tell  the  House  that  the 
doctrine  embodied  in  the  eighth  section  of  the 
Know  Nothing  platform  is  subversive  of  the 
Constitution,  and  that  it  is  monstrous !  And  yet 
they  say  tliey  cannot  unite  with  us,  because  we 
have  congratulated  the  country  on  our  triumph 
over  that  very  eighth  section.  That  is  the  effect 
of  it.  We  have  it  disclosed,  and  authoritatively, 
too,  that  the  principle  a<^inst  which  we  fought, 
and  in  the  success  of  which  triumph  we  congrat- 
ulated the  country,  is  not  only  subversive  of  the 
Constitution,  but  is  a  monstrous  principle ! 

I  want  this  matter  to  properly  go  before  the 
country.  I  do  not  want  to  be  placed  in  a  false 
position.  I  must  use  what  feeble  means  I  have 
to  repel  the  ingenious  assaults  which  are  to  be, 
and  now  are,  made  against  the  Democratic  party. 
The  Black  Republicans,  as  thev  are  called,  make 
war  on  the  Constitution,  in  reu;rence  to  slavery. 
The  Know  Nothing  or  American  party  maKe 
war  on  the  Constitution,  in  regard  to  religious 
toleration.  That  the  latter,  in  their  national 
council,  made  war  on  civil  and  religious  liberty, 
is  admitted  by  two  gentlemen  of  the  same  party — 
one  from  Louisiana  and  the  other  from  Alabama. 


I  will  say  here,  what  I  have  often  said  at  home, 
that  the  violation  of  either  the  provision  of  the 
Constitution  in  reference  to  religious  toleration, 
or  that  in  regard  to  slavery,  is  equally  vital.  I 
will  vote  for  a  Black  Republican  as  soon  as  I 
would  for  any  man  who  did  not  in  toto  repudiate 
the  odious  eighth  section  of  the  Philadelphia 
platform.  I  never  fail  to  express  an  opinion 
which  I  may  honestly  entertain.  This  opinion 
is  one  that  ought  to  be  expressed,  and  clearly 
and  forcibly  expressed.  Tnese  two  parties,  I 
repeat,  are  alike  objectionable,  so  long  as  they 
retain  in  their  creeds  these  anti-constitutional 
doctrines.  If  the  southern  Americans  abandon 
the  eighth  section  of  their  national  platform,  and 
their  other  objectionable  doctrines,  then  I  meet 
them  as  political  friends;  for  it  is  equally  as  im- 
portant for  us  to  maintain  that  provision  of  the 
Constitution  relating  to  religious  toleration  as  the 
one  relating  to  slavery.  Sir,  I  voted  against  lay- 
ing that  resolution  on  the  table,  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  those  gentlemen  a  fair  chance.  I  did 
not  do  it  to  get  any  advantage  of  them;  for,  sir, 
I  seek  no  advantage  of  any  man,  and  more  par- 
ticularly would  I  seek  no  advantage  from  that 
party  which  is  so  fast  fading  from  existence  as 
the  late  Know  Nothing  party.  I  did  it  in  good 
faith,  in  order  to  give  tnem  a  chance  to  show 
their  hand,  and  to  remove  the  difficulties  which 
exist  here.  But,  to  the  astonishment  of  this  side 
of  the  House,  enough  of  them  voted  against  the 
resolution  to  prevent  its  passage;  and  therefore 
a  large  number  of  our  friends  changed  their  votes. 
I  did  not  change  mine,  because  I  never  change  a 
vote  that  has  been  given  with  an  understanding 
of  all  the  facts  of  the  case.  I  never  have  done 
it,  and  I  never  expect  to  do  it.  I  have  changed 
many  votes,  when  I  did  not  understand  the  ques- 
tions, but  that  is  the  only  reason  which,  in  my 
opinion,  would  justify  me  in  changing  my  votes. 

Now,  sir,  the  intent  of  the  American  party,  as 
indicated  by  the  gentlemen  who  have  sjiokcn  in 
this  debate,  is  to  cast  the  odium  of  our  n  on -or- 
ganization upon  the  Democratic  party  and  upon 
the  Administration.  As  I  said  before,  I  know 
that  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  desires 
an  organization, — not  that  he  would  interfere  at 
all,  by  any  means, — but  as  the  Executive  of  this 
nation  he  desires  to  see  the  Government  go  on  in 
the  regular  way,  and  to  let  the  popular  will  have 
free  expression  through  its  only  legitimate  organ. 
That  is  his  desire,  I  apprehend,  without  even  a 
thought  as  to  who  shall  preside  over  this  body. 
This  ia  an  inquiry  he  4ias  no  right  to  make,  ex- 
cept in  a  spirit  of  solicitude  for  the  interest  of  the 
country.  I  say  here,  now,  to  this  House,  that  I 
believe  there  ought  to  be  a  speedy  organization, 
more  particularly  in  view  of  the  critical  state  of 
our  foreign  relations  as  disclosed  in  the  President's 
message,  which  we  have  really,  though  not  offici- 
ally,read.  While  I  believe  that,  I  as  firmly  beUcve 
that  the  only  party  which  can  save  the  country  ia 
the  Democratic  party,  and  I  believe  that  it  is  im- 
portant to  preserve  it  in  its  unity  and  its  strength. 
That  was  exhibited  at  the  incoming  of  the  present 
Administration.  I  desire  to  say  a  word  or  two 
upon  that  subject,  and  I  shall  have  done. 

Those  gentlemen  who  are  attempting  here -to 
cast  odium  upon  the  present  Administration,  are 
placing  themselves  in  an  unenviable  attitude  be- 
fore the  country,  if  not  now,  at  least  in  days  to 
come.  When  this  Administration  came  into 
power,  it  found  the  Government,  to  use  a  common 
expression,  lying  ** loose  all  about.**  It  found 
every  Department  of  it  disorganized  or  unorgan- 
ized. It  found  thirty  six  secret  inspectors  of  the 
customs  stalking  the  streets  of  Washington  upon  a 
salary  of  A100,000  in  the  aggregate,  without  any- 
thing to  do;  it  struck  them  off  the  list,  and  re- 
organized every  branch  of  the  Gtjvernment  and  of 
the  public  service.  Now,  sir,  you  may  come  on 
with  your  committees — I  care  not  who  appointa 
them,  even  if  he  be  the  worst  enemy  of  the  Ad- 
ministration— and  let  them  go  into  their  investiga- 
tions. Those  investigations  will  only  show  what 
I  have  stated,  that  the  Democratic  party  is  the 
only  parly  that  has  ever  shown  its  capacity  to 
administer  properly  the  affairs  of  this  Govern- 
ment. I  only  wish  the  Opposition  would  examine 
the  conduct  and  business  of  the  various  Depart- 
ments of  this  Government. 

I,  sir,  have  never  asked  anything  at  the  hands 
of  this  Administration.  I  have  never  had  any- 
thing.   I  do  not  want  anything.    But  when  I  see 
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an  Administration  assailed  in  this  indirect  way, 
which  has  been  true  to  the  country,  true  to  the 
Constitution,  and  true  to  the  principles  and  opin- 
ions of  the  very  gentlemen  who  assail  it  upon  the 
great  question  ot  the  day,  1  fee!  that  silence  would 
do  injustice  not*  only  to  the  Administration,  but 
to  the  country.  While  upon  this  subject  I  may 
say,  that  when  we  ask  these  gentlemen  what 
objection  they  have  to  the  Administration,  or  to 
the  President,  they  universally  refer  to  some 
appointment  to  office.  I  want  to  express  this 
opinion  here,  sir,  that  I  think  it  unbecoming  in  a 
southern  man  to  stickle  about  the  appointment 
of  any  officer  of  this  Government.  Why,  siif,  1 
am  willing  that  you  shall  have  all  the  offices. 
The  North  may  have  them  all  if  she  wants  them. 
Give  us  our  constitutional  rigiUs,  and  that  is  all 
that  we  ask  of  you.  I,  for  one,  stand  here  to  say 
that  the  President  may  reject  every  man  for  whose 
appointment  I  ask,  and  1  will  never  complain  of 
him  as  long  aa  he  sustains  those  constitutional 
rights  which  I  believe  to  be  dear  to  the  people 
of  my  section,  and  absolutely  necessary  to  the 
perpetuity  of  this  Union.  Tnat  is  all  I  ask  of 
the  Administmtion ;  and  I  submit  that  it  is  not  in 
keeping  with  the  dignity,  the  character,  and  the 
chivalry,  if  1  may  so  speak,  of  southern  men,  to 
stickle  about  the  appointment  of  officers  by  a  man 
who,  amidst  all  the  prejudices  of  his  own  section, 
stands  by  the  peculiar  institution  of  the  South, 
as  guarantied  uy  the  Constitution.  When  I  am 
tola  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  has 
expressed  his  opposition  to  slavery,  1  say  that  he 
is  only  entitled  to  the  more  credit  for  the  support 
of  the  guarantees  of  the  Constitution  that  protect 
us  in  the  enjoyment  of  that  institution.  The  man 
who  owns  a  thousand  or  ten  slaves  is  entitled  to 
no  credit  for  the  support  of  the  institution.  It  is 
his  interest  to  do  it.  But  the  man  who  has  been 
raised  at  the  North,  in  the  midst  of  all  the  preju- 
dices which  have  been  excited  there  by  dema- 
gogues and  politicians  against  this  institution, 
and  yet  has  the  boldness,  tlie  courage,  and  the 
patriotism,  to  stand  by  the  guarantees  of  the 
Constitution  for  the  protection  of  our  rights  and 
our  institutions,  is  entitled  to  high  credit,  and  a 
warm  support  from  those  who  desire  a  perpetuity 
of  the  Union.  I  have  but  little  patience  with 
southern  men  who  stickle  about  offices  when 
such  great  principles  as  these  are  at  stake. 

The  position  which  the  President  has  taken 
since  his  election,  and  in  his  late  message,  has 
been  the  {position  that  he  has  uniformly  taken 
durino:  tlie  course  of  a  long  public  life — in  the 
Legislature  of  New  Hampsliirc,  in  the  two 
branches  of  Congress,  and  in  tlie  executive  chair; 
and  I  challenge  the  proof  of  any  inconsistency  on 
his  part  in  relation  to  this  question.  And  yet 
we  see  southern  gentlemen  here  assailing  him 
iTXOSt  furiously  for  what  they  call  his  Abolition 
tendencies.  I  feel,  sir,  that  there  is  an  error  in 
th^  minds  of  a  portion  of  the  people  of  the  South 
who  belong  to  the  American  parly  in  relation  to 
this,  and  I  yrish  it  to  be  connected.  I  do  not  mean 
to  impute  improper  motives  to  any  of  those  gcn- 
tlomen,  but  it  is  due  to  the  history  of  the  country 
that|l4s  thing  shall  go  no  further.  I  am  willing 
to  meet  all  men  who  make  war  upon  no  provision 
of  the  Constitution,  as  I  understand  it;  and  upon 
the  subject  of  this  Catholic  test,  upon  equal  terras, 
personally  or  politically,  I  beg  leave  simply  to 
state  what  I  said  in  a  few  words  during  the  last 
Congress  on  this  CathoUc  question,  as  i  was  one 
of  the  first  to  discuss  this  subject  in  the  House 
of  Representatives.  I  said  it  tlien,  I  say  it  now, 
and  I  intend  always  to  say  it: 

"  I  do  not  come  ai  ihe  advocate  of  the  Catholic  reli)?ion, 
or  the  apfiloinst  of  the  Catholic  flaitli,  believing,  as  I  alu-nys 
have,  in  tlip  religious  doctrines  of  my  ance«Tors.  I,  at  an 
early  day,  imbibed  a  prejudice  against  tlie  tenct»  of  the 
CathoUc  church,  and  lhfs«c  early  iinpre«$iionH  have  never 
been  removed.  I  dissent  from  its  doctrines,  diifcard  its 
heresies,  and  denounce  it?  persecution. 

**  I  am  a  Protestant  because  I  believe  its  teachings*  to  be 
tho  teachings  of  the  Bible,  and  it^  religion  the  religion  of 
our  Savior.  Cut  while  I  am  strong  in  my  own  faith,  I 
scorn  to  proscribe  others  who  differ  from  me  in  religious 
sentiment.  I  do  not  seek  to  dive  down  into  the  hearts  of 
men  to  ferret  out  their  religious  dogmas,  but  would  secure 
to  every  denomination  tlieir  constitutioftal  ♦  right  to  wor- 
ship God  according  to  the  dictates  of  their  own  con- 
science.'" 

For  this  1  was  denounced  at  home  as  being 
favorable  to  Catholicism,  and  many  votes  were 
cast  against  me  on  account  of  a  deluded  belief 
that  I  favored  their  religious  dogmas.  Yet,  now 
it  is  said  upon  this  floor,  by  honorable  gentlemen 


who  are  acknowledged  leaders  of  the  so-called 
American  party,  that  any  other  doctrine  than 
this,  which  I  asserted  during  the  last  Congress, 
and  for  which  I  was  furiously  denounced  by 
that  party  in  Tennessee,  is  not  only  subversive 
of  the  Constitution,  but  is  monstrous.  It  is  for 
this  reason  that  1  have  read  it,  because  every  man 
in  my  district  and  in  my  State  will  sec  at  once 
that  the  point  made  against  me  has  now  not  only 
been  abandoned,  but  denouncedt  by  some  of  the 
leaders  of  that  party  on  this  floor;  and  yet  they 
complain  of  us  for  objecting  to  that  feature  of 
their  national  platform  which  the  **  sober  second 
thought'*  of  the  people  has  compelled  them  to 
abandon.  Witli  all  clue  deference  to  those  gen- 
tlemen, I  think  it  is  time  now  that  they  should 
agree  upon  some  common  ground,  and  let  us 
know  what  it  is,  so  that  l|^^oun try  may  not  be 
'longer  misled.  ^^ 

Now,  Mr.  Clerk,  I  must  return  my  most  grate- 
ful thanks  to  the  House  for  the  privilege  they 
have  accorded  me  to  make  this  explanation,  and 
for  the  attention  with  which  they  have  listened 
to  the  remarks  I  have  had  the  honor  to  submit. 

Mr.  WHITNEY.  I  should  be  pleased  to  say 
a  few  words  before  I  record  ray  vote. 

Mr.  HUGHSTON.    I  object. 

Mr.  WHITNEY.  With  the  consent  of  the 
House  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words,  suggested  by 
the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
[Mr.  Smith]  in  connection  with  the  debate  which 
took  place  in  this  House  on  Monday  last. 

The  CLERK.  Does  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  withdraw  his  objection  } 

Mr.  HUGHSTON.    I  do  not. 

Mr.  ENGLISH.  I  think  it  due  to  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  that  he  should  be  hearo,  and 
therefore  I  move  that  he  be  permitted  to  proceed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WHITNEY,  (resuming.)  Allusion  has 
been  made  here  to  the  fact  that  gentlemen  in  this 
House,  who  owe  their  election  to  the  party  which 
I  also  represent,  and  whose  principles  I  cherish, 
have  dissented,  in  the  strongest  terms,  from  one 
of  the  cardinal  principles  of  that  party.  Gentle- 
men, sir,  have  the  undoubted  ri^ht  to  express  upon 
this  floor  their  views  and  their  sentiments  upon 
all  political  subjects,  liable  to  the  scrutiny  of 
legislation,  and  interesting  to  the  public.  But, 
sir,  when  gentlemen,  in  their  individual  capacity, 
assume  to  place  constructions  upon  creeds,  plat- 
forms, or  principles  of  any  given  party,  contrary 
to  the  letter  of  that  creed,  that  platform,  or  those 
principles,  they  cease  to  speak  for  the  party, 
buch,  sir,  I  think  is  the  attitude  assumed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Louisiana.  Unless  I  mistake  his 
position  much,  he  has  assumed  the  attitude  of 
championship  on  behalf  of  the  church  militant, 
the  church  political  in  the  United  States.  If  such 
be  the  fact,  I  advise  him  to  burnish  his  armor, 
point  his  lance,  and  set  it  well  in  its  rest,  for  he 
will  find  himsolf  called  upon  to  meet  in  the  arena, 
stern  facts  and  realities  invulnerable,  upon  that 
issue — facts,  sir,  which  cannot  be  misconstrued 
like  the  platform  of  a  party — realities  which 
cannot  be  veiled  in  sophistry.  The  rule,  sir,  of 
our  House  forbids  more  than  a  mere  allusion  to 
these  facts  at  the  present  time;  but,  sir,  al  the 
proper  period,  when  these  subjects  shall  be  fairly 
presented  for  discussion,  I  can  assure  the  gentle- 
man from  Louisiana,  and  all  others  who  choose 
to  present  the  gauntlet  upon  that  issue,  that  they 
shall  be  met  as  men.  I  desire  now,  sir,  simply 
to  allude  to  a  cotemporaneous  fact  of  history, 
connected  with  a  question  raised  by  my  colleague 
from  New  York  [Mr.  KcLLt]  during  the  debate 
which  occurred  on  Monday.  I  read,  sir,  from 
the  published  debates  of  that  day,  a  question 
propounded  by  that  gentleman  to  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Smith.]     It  is  this: 

"  I  desire  to  know  if  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  will 
say  here  in  his  place,  that  ho  has  ever  known  a  Catholic, 
native-born  or  a  loreiguer,  who  has  become  a  naturalir.ed  cit-% 
izen,  who  was  opposed  to  the  institutions  oi'thidcounuy /" 

In  this  debate,  sir,  we  are  to  deal  not  with  men, 
but  with  measures,  with  systems,  with  principles 
and  influences;  and  though  it  may  be  necessary 
at  times,  in  dealing  with  those  measures  and  sys- 
tems, to  refer  to  men,  the  less  we  individualize 
the  better.  But,  sir,  I  stand  here  to  answer  di- 
rectly the  question  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
YorK,  I  stand  here  to  say  to  him,  to  this  House, 
and  to  the  country,  that  individuals  in  this  coun- 
try, naturalized  Catholics,  have  presented  them- 


selves in  hostility  to  the  laws  of  the  country,  and 
those  laws  1  imagine  to  be  a  part  of  its  institu- 
tions. 

But,  sir,  en  passantt  dealing  with  measures, 
principles,  and  systems,  I  would  inquire  what 
are  we  to  expect  for  republican  liberty  from  a 
system  which  declares  sentiments  like  these, 
which  I  quote  from  a  fate  encyclical  letter  of  tha 
present  pontiff  of  Rome  ?     It  says: 

<<  Liberty  of  conscience  is  an  absurd  and  dangerous 
maxim,  or  rather  tlie  ravings  of  delirium.'* 

Also,  in  the  same  letter: 

**The  liberty  of  the  prem  ii  that  fatal  license  of  which 
we  cannot  entertain  too  great  a  liorror.'* 

Sir,  if  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Kelly]  is  one  of  the  true  faith,  he  must  indorss 
the  doctrine  of  that  letter;  and  if  he  does  not  in- 
dorse that  doctrine,  he  is  not  proscribed  by  the 
eighth  section  of  the  Philadelptiia  platform. 

It  is  perhaps  not  generally  known,  though  the 
fact  is  one  of  history,  that  at  the  Council  of 
Bishops,  held  in  the  atyof  Baltimore  in  the  year 
1849,  an  ordinance  was  passed  to  this  efiect.  It 
is  still  extant,  in  most  excellent  Latin,  and  I 
pledge  myself  to  tlie  House  that  I  will  present  a 
free  translation  of  it  into  pure  English  in  the 
course  of  the  debates  upon  this  subject.  That 
ordinance  provides,  that  the  Bishops  of  the  Romish 
churches  in  this  country  shall  take  into  their  owa 
hands  the  temporal  efliects — the  property  of  their 
several  churches,  the  law  of  any  State  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding.  There,  air,  is  a  direct 
attack  upon  the  institutions  of  our  country  by  tbd 
hierarchy  of  the  Romish  church.  But  let  uslook 
at  the  practical  efiect  of  tlie  provisions  of  that 
ordinance.  The  Bishop  of  Buffalo,  in  the  State 
which  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent, 
demanded  of  the  trustees  of  the  St.  Louis  church 
in  that  city,  the  tenure  of  tlieir  property. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman's  time  has 
expired.     [Cries  of  "  Go  on !"  **  Go  on !"] 

Mr.  KEITT.  I  trust  the  House  will  permit 
the  gentleman  to  proceed,  and  I  make  a  motion 
to  tliat  efiect. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WHITNEY.  The  Bishop  of  Buffalo  de- 
mandcd  of  the  'trustees  of  his  diocese  to  deUver 
over  the  property  of  tliat  church  into  his  hands. 
Those  trustees,  be  it  understood,  held  that  prop- 
erty by  a  law  of  the  State  of  New  York.  They 
declined  a  compliance  with  the  demand,  and  the 
Bishop  proceeded  to  coercive  measures.  He 
took  from  them  their  spiritual  instructor  and 
guide,  closed  the  doors  of  their  church,  and  held 
them  in  abeyance.  The  trustees  still  refused 
compUance,  and  the  Bishop  sent  to  the  triple 
crown  at  Rome  for  instructions.  The  result  of 
that  message  cannot  be  forgotten.  The  Nuncio 
Bedini  came  to  America,  and  proceeded  to  Buf- 
falo. I  divest  my  discourse  of  all  extraneous 
matter.  Bedini,  I  say,  proceeded  to  the  city  of 
Bufialo,  and  entered  upon  an  examination  of  the 
merits  of  the  controversy,  the  laws  of  the  State 
at  the  same  time  before  him 

Mr.  CIUITMAN,  (interrupting.)  I  am  sorry» 
Mr.  Clert,  to  have  to  interrupt  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  but  I  make  this  question  of 
order:  The  House  has  adopted  a  resolution  to 
limit  debate  to  ten  minutes,  unless  a  longer  time 
be  allowed  to  a  member  by  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House.  Now  i^object  to  tlie  gentle- 
man proceeding  in  his  remarks  beyond  tl^ 
limit.  I  do  not  wish  to  see  Uie  time  of  the  House 
any  longer  consumed  with  such  discussions  aa 
wo  have  had  here  for  the  last  six  weeks.  11"  '"* 
gentleman  from  New  York  will  permit  me»  I 
will  say  one  word  more.  I  object  to  tlie  discus- 
sion of  the  issues  raised  by  the  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  about  the  Church  of  Rome. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Missis- 
sippi objects  to  the  gentleman  from  New  \oric 
proceeding  after  his  time  has  expired.  The  ClerKi 
however,  thinks  that  the  gentleman  from  ^<•«^ 
York  is  in  order,  inasmuch  as  a  majority  of  the 
House  allows  him  to  proceed,  and  inasmuch  as 
others  have  gone  on  in  the  same  way.  . , 

Mr.  WHITNEY.  Five  minutes  more  wUl 
sufiice,  as  I  am  only  answering  a  question  pro- 
pounded by  my  colleague  to  tlie  geutlenwn  JJ''^"* 
Alabama.  I  say,  then,  the  Nuncio  assumed  uie 
examination  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  KELLY.    I  desire,  Mr.  Clcr  k,  to  ask  my 
colleague  whether  he  has  ever  knowri  ^n  instan 
of  a  Catholic  priest  descending  from  J^  altar  ana 
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running  as  a  candidate  for  Congress  or  the  Legis- 
lature?   [Lauffbtrr.] 

Mr.  WHITNEY,  ^unnoticing  or  not  hearing 
the  question  of  his  colleague.)  The  Nuncio  de- 
clared to  the  trustees  of  the  church  of  St.  Louis 
that  they  must  disobey  the  law  of  their  State, 
must  yield  to  their  Bishop,  and  surrender  their 
trust.  The  trustees  remaini  ng  still  contumacious, 
the  Nuncio  resorted  to  the  only  alternative  known 
to  the  church:  he  hurled  upon  that  congre«ition 
the  last  implement  of  Papal  authority  and  ven- 
geance— the  anathema  maranatJia,  and  turned  his 
back  upon  them. 

Mr.  aUITMAN.  1  insist,  Mr.  Clerk,  on  the 
point  of  order  which  I  have  raised. 

Mr.  WHITNEY.  I  have  finished#ny  remarks, 
■ir.    [Laughter.] 

[Loud  crfes  of"  Call  the  roll!'*] 

The  Clerk  resumed  the  call  of  the  yeas  and 
navs. 

Mr.  MILLER,  of  Indiana.  I  move  to  dis- 
pense with  further  proceedings  on  the  call  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  (Jeorgia.  Let  the  vote  be  first 
announced.  There  can  be  no  dispensing  with 
further  proceedings  on  the  call,  if  tne  call  of  the 
House  be  not  ordered. 

Mr.  PELTON.  I  move  that  the  reading  of 
the  names  on  the  call  of  the  yeas  and  nays  be 
di^ensed  with. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  announced  the  vote  as  above. 
.  Mr.  KNIGHT.  I  have  understood  that  our 
Democratic  friends  wish  to  make  a  continuous 
session  until  we  shall  have  elected  a  Speaker.  In 
that  matter  I  think  I  shall  vote  with  them.  I  wish 
to  have  a  session  also  until  we  elect  a  Speaker. 
It  is  clear  that  something  out  of  the  usual  course 
must  happen,  or  we  cannot  elect  a  Speaker.  I 
oftcr  a  plurality  resolution,  so  as  to  avoid  the 
necessity  of  a  continuous  session  day  and  night, 
which  would  not  be  so  agreeable.  The  resolu- 
tion which  I  offer  is  as  follows: 

Retolvedf  That  thia  House  will  immediately  proceed  in 
votin*;  ibr  a  Speaker  as  ticretofore  until  thcra  be  an  election, 
or  until  tbre«  ballotings  shall  have  been  liad^  when  if  there 
■hall  Btill  be  no  election,  tlic  pernon  hij^est  in  vote  on  the 
third  of  said  balloting^,  and  having  a  niajojrity  of  a  quorum, 
shall  be  the  Spenker  of  the  Thirty-Fourtfi  Congress. 

Mr.  BARKSDALE.  Imove  to  lay  that  reso- 
lution on  the  table;  and  on  that  motion  I  call  for 
the  vcas  and  nays. 

Mr.  VAIL.  1  call  for  tellers  on  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Tellers  were  not  ordered. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  KNIGHT.  I  desire  to  say  that  I  mean  by 
the  words  in  the  resolution  "as  heretofore,*'  that 
we  shall  vote  viva  voce. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  there  were — yeas 
113,  nays  102;  as  follows: 

YEAS — McSsrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barksdalc,  BeIl,HendIey 
B.  Bennett,  Uocock,  Bowie,  Boyce,  Branch,  Brooks,  Bur- 
nett, Cndwalader,  John  P.  Campbell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell, 
Carlile,  Caruthers,  Caskie,  Bayard  Clark,  CUugman.  How- 
el!  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Cox,  Craipe,  CuUen, 
Davidson,  Henry  Wint<ir  Davis,  Denver,  Dowdell,  Dunn, 
Edfuundson,  Elliott,  Eng^iuli,  Etherid^e,  Eustis,  Evans, 
Faulkacr,  Florence,  I?'«wt«r,H€nryM.Fuller/rhomaa  J.  D. 
Fuller,  Goode,  Greenwood,  Augustus  Uall,  J.  Morrison 
Harri:),  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomas  L.  Harris,  Harrison, 
Raven,  Ilerbfn,  Hoffman,  Houston,  Jeweit,  George  W. 
Jonefs  Kein,  Kelly,  Kennett,  Kid  well.  Lake.  Letcher,  Lind  - 
ley,  Lumpkin,  Alexander  K.  Marshall,  Humphrey  Mar- 
shall. Samuel*^.  Marshnll,  Maxwell,  McMullin,  McQueen, 
Brnltn  Miller,  Mitlson,  Millward,  Moore,  Mordecai  Oliver, 
Orr,  Paine,  Peck,  Pelton,  Porter,  Powell,  Pringle,  Puryear, 
Quitman,  Ueade,  Ready,  Ricaud,  Richardson,  Rivers,  Ruf- 
liOfRiist,  Saiididge,  Savage,  Scott,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  Wil- 
liam Smith,  Wiliinm  R.  Smith,  Sneed,  Stnplien?,  Stewart, 
Swope,  Talboit,  Taylor,  Triime,  Underwood,  Vail,  Valk, 
Walfecr,  Warner.  Watkins,  Vvheelcr,  Whitney,  Winslow, 
Danki  B.  Wright,  John  V.  Wright,  and  Zolllcoffer— 113. 

NAYS— Me«8r*.  Albriglit,  Allison,  BqU,  Barbour,  Barclay, 
Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  Biagham,  Bishop,  Bliiw,  Brad- 
iihaw^  Brenton,  BufBiigton,  Burhngame,  James  H.  Camp- 
l>ell,  Chaffee,  C^ttw^!on,  Colfax,  Coinins,  Craeui,  Cunibnck, 
Damrell,  Tiniothy  Dsvig,Day,  Dean,  De  Witt,  Dick,  Dick- 
Bon,  Dodd,  Durt'ee,  Edie,  Edwards,  Emrie,  Flagler,  Gallo- 
way, Giddings,  Gdhert,  Granger,  Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall, 
Karlnu,  Hielonan,  llolloway,  'rhomasi  R.  Horton,  Valen- 
tine B.  Horton,  Howard,  Hugh^ton,  KelM^y,  King,  Knnpp, 
Kui^it,  Knowiton,  Knox,  Letter,  Mace,  MnttetK)n,  Mc- 
Caxty,  Moaciiam,  IVliiun  Miller,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Mott, 
Murray,  Nicholw,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliv«*r,  Parker,  Pcarce, 
Penninzton,  Pettit,  Pike,  Ritchie,  Robbins,  Roberts,  Robi- 
oon,  Sabin,  Sage, Sapp,  Sherman,  Sinmion-!, Spinner, Stan- 
ton, Stjranahan,  Tappan,  Thoringion.  Thurt.ton,  Todd, 
Trafton,  Tyson,  Wade,  Wakt?man,  Walbridgo,  Waldrou, 
Cadwaladef  C.  Washhunie,  Elliliu  B.  Wai«bburne,  Israel 
Was.hbum,  Watson,  Welch,  Williams,  W^ood,  Woodruff, 
and  Wood  worth— 102. 

So  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 


;  I 


Pendinffthe  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  BURNETT  rose  to  a  personal  explanation. 
He  said:  I  hold  in  tny  hand,  iVtr.  Clerk,  an  extract 
taken  from  the  Genesee  (New  York)  Democrat, 
published,  I  believe,  in  the  district  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  New  York ,  [Mr.  K  elsey  . )  That 
gentleman  and  myself  paired  off  here  by  agree- 
ment until  Friday  last.  I  do  not  rise  now  for  the 
purpose  of  complaining  of  the  action  of  the  gen- 
tleman at  all,  but  only  for  the  purpose  of  Icttino^ 
the  country  understand  correctly  that  he  paired 
off  with  myself,  and  in  order  thtit  the  gentleman 
may  stand  right  at  home.  1  will  read  the  extract 
taken  from  that  paper: 

<<  Our  Congressman,  Hon.  Wm.  H.  Kelskt,  made  us  a 
flying  visit  a  few  days  since,  returning  to  hia  seal  in  the 
Hou»e  on  Monday.  It  is  gratif^'ing  to  his  constituents  to 
observe  thatyduring  the  struggle  for  Speaker,  Mr.  Keuiey's 
vote  has  uniformly  been  ny^d  where  it  will  do  the  most 
effective  service  in  the  cfl^Bof  freedom." 

Now,  the  portion  to  which  I  desire  to  call  tlie 
attention  of  that  gentleman  particularly,  is  as 
follows.  The  editor  here  seems  to  speak  as  by 
aiithority  from  him;  and  he  can  explain  whether 
the  editor  speaks  by  authority,  and  represents  him 
correctly  or  not: 

"  In  order  to  make  a  visit  to  his  home,  be  *  paired  ofP 
with  a  member  ijroni  Alabama — a  Ricrardson  man — and 
Major  WiLUAMs,  of  Monroe,  whose  vote  has  been  among 
the  scattering,  making,  if  we  may  be  allowed  tlie  expression, 
a  triple  pair.  The  lady  of  Mr.  K.  rettuned  with  him  to 
WnshingiOQ*" 

Now,  sir,  I  made  an  agreement  with  Mr.  Kel- 
SEY,  by  which  we  paired  off  together  until  the 
4th  of  January.  That  agreement  he  duly  kept 
with  me  up  to  that  time,  and  I  have  no  complaint 
to  make  as  far  as  that  is  concerned.  But  here  is 
the  point  which  I  make:  that  the  gentleman  at 
home  claims  the  credit  of  having  made  a  triple 
pair,  thereby  strengthening  his  party.  That  is 
the  point  to  which  I  object.  lie  paired  off  with 
me;  and  lest  there  might  be  supposed  to  be  any 
mistake  in  the  name  here  publisned  in  this  paper, 
I  desire  to  state  that  there  has  been  no  scattering 
of  votes  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  having  uni- 
formly, since  the  contest  commenced,  voted  for 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Richardson.] 
I  do  not  desire  that  the  gentleman  from  New  YorK 
[Mr.  Kelset]  should  have  the  credit  at  home  of 
making  such  a  bargain  as  he  is  here  represented 
to  have  made.  If  the  editor  of  this  paper  rep- 
resents the  gentleman  correctly,  then,  sir,  I  do 
not  re^rd  the  position  which  he  occupies  as  an 
enviable  one  by  any  means.  The  gentleman  can 
explain  how  this  matter  stands.     1  vote  ay. 

Mr.  KELSEY.  If  this  is  a  proper  time  to 
respond  to  the  eentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
Burnett] — and  I  suppose  it  is — I  desire  to  say  to 
that  gentleman ,  that  I  paired  off  with  him  and  with 
him  only,  and  that  the  paragraph  which  he  has 
read  from  the  paper  published  in  my  district  is 
incorrect.  I  did  repeat — and,  I  presume,  in  the 
hearing  of  th^  editor  of  that  paper — that  some 

fenllemen  who  voted  with  us  on  this  side  of  the 
louse  held  that  we  should  not  pair  off  unless  it 
were  with  a  Richardson  man  and  a  Fuller  man, 
so  as  to  neutralize  parties.  I  stated  that  this  had 
not  been  done  in  my  case,  although,  probably, 
the  same  practical  result  would  be  reached,  be- 
cause Major  "Williams,  of  Monroe,  who  was 
scattering  his  vote,  had  returned  home  at  the  same 
time  I  did,  and  that  I  offered  to  take  him  in  and 
form  a  trio.  It  will  thus  be  seen  how  that  para- 
graph found  its  way  into  the  paper.  I  trust  that 
this  explanation  ^ill  satisfy  gentlemen  on  this 
floor  how  the  matter  stands,  and  that  it  will  es- 
pecially satisfy  those  who  have  had  the  kindness 
to  call  my  attention  to  a  letter  written  by  an 
individual  in  njy  district,  inclosing  that  slip  to 
various  persons  here.  I  do  not  propose  to  notice 
anything  coming  from  that  source.  When^ny 
charge  against  me  has  a  responsible,  or  even  a 
decent  backer,  I  will  meet  every  question  which 
gentlemen  here  or  elsewhere  choose  to  raise  with 
nie. 

Mr.  BURNETT,  (internipting.)  Will  the 
gentleman  from  New  Yoi:k  allow  me  to  ask  him 
a  question  ?  I  want  to  understand  to  whom  he 
applies  the  latter  portion  of  his  remarks? 

Mr.  KELSEY.  I  appHed  it  to  the  writer  of 
the  letter  inclosing  this  slip,  which  has  been  sent 
here,  and  to  which  some  gentlemen  have  had  the 
kindness  to  call  mv  attention  this  morning. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS.  I  desire  to  state  that  there 
was  no  arrangement  whatever  made  between  my 


colleague  [Mr.  Kelsey]  and  myself  in  relation 
to  my  vote. 

The  matter  here  dropped,  and  the  Clerk  re- 
sumed the  call  of  the  roll. 

Also,  pending  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  PENNINGTON  said:  Mr.  Clerk,  in  the 
New  York  Tribune  of  the  7ih  instant,  a  para- 
graph— transferred  to  that  paper  from  the  Boston 
Telegraph  of  the  4th  instant — has  fallen  under 
my  observation.  I  desire  to  read  it,  and  then  to 
say  a  word  to  the  House  in  relation  to  it.  The 
paragraph  is  as  follows: 

"  Mr.  Penninoton  at  Bosxoif.-r-We  believe  there  has 
been  no  public  statement  of  the  fact  tliat  Mr.  Pennington, 
tlie  New  Jersey  Congressman,  who  has  received  some 
vote«  tor  Speaker,  has  l»een  in  thia  city  recently  on  a  vi^it 
to  Governor  Gardiner.  He  was  here  la.st  Saturday.  Some 
person,  who  saw  him  at  llie  State  Hou.^o,  accompanied  by 
the  Governor,  thinlu  that  thin  visit  has  gome  (luculiar  ^ig- 
niflcnnce.  A  telesrapliic  dispatch  states  that  there  has 
been  an  effort  at  Washington  to  induce  Mr.  Pennington  to 
decline  being  a  candidate  for  the  tipeaken^hip.  We  ishall 
goon  know  the  result  of  Uiis  elTort — Boston  Telcsraph^ 
January  4.** 

I  presume,  Mr.  Clerk,  that  this  paragraph  has 
fallen  under  the  observation  of  other  mombers  of 
this  House;  and  they  must,  I  think,  have  been 
considerably  surprised  on  reading  it;  for  it  is  well 
known  to  all  the  members  of  this  House,  that,  on 
the  day  referred  to  in  t^e  article  which  I  have 
read,  Mr.  Penkingtok  was  in  his  place  in  this 
Hall  attending  diligently  to  the  public  business. 
Now,  I  wish  to  state  tnat,  although  it  is  possi- 
ble this  statement  may  be  true,  (for  it  is  said 
nothing  is  impossible,)  I  have  no  personal  knowl- 
edge of  ihafact  so  positively  and  circumstantially 
staled.  [Great  laughter.]  And  I  will  state  to 
the  House  that  if  any  such  visit  as  this  was  made 
to  Boston,  the  transit  thither  was  made  by  the 
telegraphic  wires,  and  the  return  by  the  same  con- 
veyance— [renewed  laughter] — an  achievement 
which  ou»nt  to  be  made  known  to  the  scientific 
world  witnout  further  delay.  [Renewed  laugh- 
ter.] 

Mr.  TRAFTON.  I  think  I  may  be  able  to 
throw  a  little  light  upon  that  mysterious  fact 
I  saw  tlie  statement  tne  gentleman  has  read  in 
the  Boston  correspondence  of  the  Si>ringfield 
Republican.  That  correspondent  stated  tliat  Mr. 
Pennington  was  in  Boston  in  conference  with 
Governor  Gardiner.  The  Boston  Telegraph ,  and 
I  suppose^  the  New  York  Tribune,  copied  this 
statement  from  the  Republican,  the  correspond- 
ent of  the  Republican  being  responsible  for  it. 
It  may  no  doubt  be  accounted  for  on  the  ground 
of  spiritual  rappings.     [Laughter.] 

Tne  call  of  the  roll  was  Uien  concluded,  and 
the  result  announced,  as  above  stated. 

[Cries  of  **  Call  the  roll!"] 

The  House  proceeded  to  vote  the  ninety-ninth 

time  for  Speaker,  with  the  following  result:  Whole 

number  of  votes  cast, 214;  necessary  to  a  9hoice, 

108;  of  which— 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks  received 97 

William  A.  Richardson 79 

Henry  xM.  Fuller 33 

Alexander  C.  M.  Penningtpn 7 

James  L.  Orr 2 

John  Wiilinms 1 

Gilchrist  Porter ♦ 

Henry  Bennett (.■  1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

Far  Mr.  Banks — Megsrs.  Albright,  Allison,  Ball^  Barbour, 
Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  Bingliam,  Bi:)hop,  Bh&s,  Brad- 
shaw,  Biiffington,  Burlingame,  James  H.  Cam(d>eli,  Lewis 
D.  Campbell,  Chaffee,  Clawson,  Colfax,  Comiii«,Crai?in, 
CumbacK,  Damrcll,  Tijnothy  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  De  Witt, 
Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd,  Durfee,  Kmrie,  Flayer,  Galloway, 
Giddings,  Gilbert,  Grander,  Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan, 
Holloway,  Thomas  R.  ttonon,  Valentine  B.  Horton,  How- 
ard, Huglislon,  Kolscy»  King,  Knapp,  Knight,  KuowUon, 
Knox,Loiu*r,  Mnce,  Mattesoii,McCarty,Meacham,Killian 
Miller,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Mott,  Murray,  Nichols,  Norton,  An- 
drew Oliver,  Parker,  Pelton,  Pennington,  Pettit,  Pike,  Prin- 
glc,  Purviance,  Ritchie,  Bobbins,  Kobcrta,  feabin.  Sage, 
Bapp,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Spinner,  Stanton,  Stranahan, 
Tappan,  Tliorinj^ou,  Thurbton,  Traftou,  T>'8on,  Wade, 
Wakcinan,  Waibridge,  Waldron,  Cadwalader  C.  Wasli- 
burne,  Ellihu  B.  Washburne,  Israel  Washburn,  Watson^ 
Welch,  Wood,  Woodruff,  and  WoodworUi. 

For  Mr.  Richar<hon—Mc^ars.  Aiken,  Alien.  Barclay, 
Barksdale,  Bell,  Ilendley  S.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie, 
Boyce,  Branch,  Brooks,  Burnett,  Cadwalader,  Caruthers, 
Caskic,  Clin^mim.  Howell  Cobb,  WilUamson  R.  W.  Cobb, 
Craige,  Davidson,  Denver,  Dowdell,  Edmundhon,  Elliott, 
English,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode, 
Greenwood,  Augustus  Hall,  SnmpcK)n  W.  Harri-*,  Thomas 
L.  Harri-*,  Herbert,  Hickman,  Hou.-*ton,  Jcweti.  George  W. 
Jone^,  Krllt,  Kelly,  Kidwell,  Letcher,  Lumpkin,  Samuel 
8.  Marshall,  Maxwell,  McMullin,  Mcaueen,  Smith  MUIer, 
Mill»on,Mordecai  Ohver.  Orr, Packer,  Peck,  Phelps,  Pow- 
ell, Quitman,  Rufiin,  Rust,  Saudidge,  Savage,  Samuel  A. 
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Smith,  Wiiliam  Smith,.  Btephenn,  Stewart,  Tnlbott,  Tay- 
lor, Vail,  VVariicr,  VVotkiDs,  Winslow,  Dauiul  B.  Wriglit, 
an<i  John  V.  \Vri;?ht. 

For  Mr.  Fuller — Mewira.  John  P.  Campbell,  Corlilp,<?ox, 
Cwlh'ii,  Ih'iiry  Winter  Dhvih,  Eilierid^e,  Eu**tin,  Kvaiio, 
FoM<'r,J.  MofVif^on  Ifanriri,  Hodnuiii,  Kcimoii,  Lnko,  Liiul- 
k\v,  Alcxuiider  K.  Mari«liuii,  Hiiiiiplirtfy  Mnrsliall,  Millwani, 
Pai^H",  Porter,  Piiryear,  Ueade,  Keady,  Kieaiid,  Hiver!<,  VVil- 
Iiniii  U.  Siiiitli,  riiieed,  Swope,  Trippe,  Under>vo<Kl,  Valk, 
Walker,  VVIiituey,  and  Zollietiffer. 

For  Mr.  Pnm/niffon— Mensjr*.  Hunn,  Edwards,  Harrison, 
Haven,  Miiore,  R^jhinon,  and  Bcoli. 

For  Mr.  Orr — Messrs*,  llicimrd.^on  and  Wiiliaras, 

For  Mr.  WiUiainx — Mr.  VVIieHer. 

For  Mr.  Porter— Mr.  Henry  M.  Fuller. 

F'or  Mr.  Bennett — Mr.  Breiiton. 

Durinj^  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  regret  the  ne- 
cessity of  askitig  of  the  House,  the  privilege  of 
makinga.suitemcnt  somewhat  personal  in  itschar- 
aca-r.  I  do  not  know  titat  I  shall  be  able  to  make 
it  as  intelliffible  as  \  could  wish  in  a  short  time,  as 
it  may  invoTw  the  nocesHiiy  of  an  explanation  from 
a  colleague  of  mine  from  Ohio,  and  also  from 
some  other  members  of  the  House.  I  therefore 
ask  that  I  r^n  be  permitted,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, to  occupy  more  than  ten  miimtes  of  the 
time  of  the  Hoirse.  [A  geneml  assent  was  ex- 
pR»ssed  to  the  request.]  I  preface  the  reading  of 
a  portion  of  a  letter  written  by  my  venerable 
colleague  from  the  western  reserve  [Mr.  Gid- 
DiNGs]  to  a  paper  in  his  district,  republished  in 
the  New  York  Tribune  and  other  papers,  to  which 
my -attention  was  not  called  until  within  a  day  or 
two,  by  this  statement.  \  regret  exceedingly  that 
ever  my  name  was  connecietl  witli  this  question 
of  the  speakership.  I  regret  still  more  that  the 
.  spirit  of  franknes.s  and  candor  1  have  endeavored 
to  evince  m  all  the  conferences  I  have  had  with 
the  numbers  of  this  body,  has  not  seemed  to 
have  been  met  with  a  corresponding  spirit. 

From  the  very  commencement,  sir,  I  took  the 
ground,  when  I  was  consulted,  that  1  desired  those 
who  w«re  opposed  to  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri 
compromise  to  confer  together  and  ascertain  who 
was  the  strongest  man  to  be  run  for  that  office,  to 
let  me  know  the  result,  and  I  would  stand  by  them 
to  the  end  in  his  Hupnori;  expressing  for  myself- 
simply  this  desire,  tlial  if  our  friends  tliought 
proper  to  present  my  name,  if  it  should  be  ascer- 
tained that  1  had  the  greatest  amount  of  strength, 
they  should  stand  by  me,  not  deserting  or  leaving 
me  to  be  humiliateu  in  the  face  of  the  common 
foe.  Suggestions  were  made  that  it  would  be  well 
to  gratify  this  man  and  that  man  with  compli- 
mentary votes,  to  which  I  uniformly  responded 
that  I  wanted  no  coftiplimentarv  votes,  that  I  came 
here  to  transact  busitiess — to  elect  a  Speaker,  d:c., 
and  not  for  compliments  at  the  expense  of  duty. 

I  send  now  the  extract  to  which  I  refer,  and 
ask  that  it  may  be  read.  There  are  othei*  mat- 
ters ill  the  letter  with  which  I  have  nothing  to 
do.  I  ask  the  Clerk  to  read  merely  the  extract 
1  have  marked. 

Several  Members.  Read  it  all.  Let  it  all  be 
read. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  It  is  because  of  its  length 
that  I  only  ask  that  the  portion  I  have  indicated 
may  be  read. 

'rl!e  Clerk  then  proceeded  to  read  as  follows: 

"On  Tuesday,  it  was  proposed  to  give  Mr.  Camt^kll 
Of  high  a  vole  a**  wc  could,  preparatory  to  leaving  him  and 
concentratiuK  ujK>n  8ome  other  candidate.  One  geutleman, 
of  New  York,  inlimned  me  that  it  was  agreed  to  go  for 
Mr.  I)a>'Ri»,  of  Maf^saehusettiJ.  next ;  and  when  we  had 
given  an  high  a  vole  as  we  could,  we  should  then  elect  Mr, 
Pemninotom,  of  New  Jersey.  lie  did  not  say  by  whom  sucTi 
agreement  had  been  enten*d  into.  Mr.  CAMPBELL'ts  vote  wna 
raided,  by  iJie  efToruof  Mr.  Ba.nks'8  friends, to  eighty-one; 
but  Mr.  CAMPBicLt.*9  friends  were  unwilling  to  have  him 
withdraw.  They  thought  such  a  majority  ought  not  to  jicld 
to  a  minority.  But  it  should  he  borne  in  mind  that  this  ma- 
jority was  in  a  larj;e  pro|>ortion  made  up  of  members  who 
prelorred  other  candidates,  but  who  were  induced  to  vole 
for  Mr.  Campdell  in  order  to  gratify  kim  and  his  friends, 
and  i»lace  him  in  a  situation  to  wiilidraw  honorably. 

"As  his  friends  did  not  withdraw  his  name,  members 
began  to  lead  off  on  to  Mr.  Banks,  until  Campbell's  vote 
fell  down  to  forty-five.  I  had  been  among  those  who  had 
given  our  votes  lor  Banks,  when  it  was  first  proposed  to 
give  Campbell  a  heavy  |>oll,  preparatory  to  withdrawal ; 
and,  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  friends,  changed,  and 
again  voted  for  him,  when  I  had  no  expectation  of  lifs  elec- 
tion. It  was,  in  my  opinioa,  a  wrong  vote ;  for  statesmen 
should  always  move  directly  and  frankly  lo  their  object. 
Yet  it  gnitilled  friends,  at  the  expense  of  my  own  consist- 
ency on  the  record— a  thing  which  I  never  did  before,  and 
Uuuk  I  never  will  again." 

♦        ***•♦♦♦** 

"  At  the  adjournment  of  the  House  tliere  was  some  feel- 
ing n^aintii  Mr.  Campbell,  of  our  State.  He  had  probably 
been  somewhat  imprudent  in  expressing  the  opinion  tlmt 
Mr.  Oaji KB  could  not  b*  elected,  and  inferences  were  drawn 


also  from  the  (hct  that  those  three  members  from  Ohio,  and 
two  from  Indiana,  being  hi;*  friends,  yet  voting  in  opposition 
to  Mr.  Ba.nks,  had  done  so  with  Mr.iyAMPBKLL's  approval. 
I  merely  give  the  hiHtorlefaet  that  this  feeling  exited  some- 
what exteiiHively,  witliotit  expressing  any  opinion  as  to  its 
com*cUiess." 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  K.  MARSHALL.      1 

would  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  whether, 
or  not,  he  has  any  objection  to  the  reading  of 
the  entire  letter.'  I,  of  course,  shall  not  propose 
the  readineof  any  portion  to  which  he  objects. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  My  only  objection  to  the 
reading  of  ilie  entire  paper  is,  that  it  would  con- 
sume too  much  of  the  time  of  the  House.  [Cries 
of  "Read  it!"! 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Time  will  be  allowed  you 
for  the  readine  of  the  paper. 

The  CLERK.  The  House,  it  seems,  desires 
that  the  paper  shall  ba^|ad.  Does  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  object  .^p 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  will  proceed  ^vnth  my 
remarks,  for  the  purposeof  making  which  I  took 
the  floor.  That  portion  of  it  has  been  read  which 
applies  to  me  personally.  I  have  nothing  iq  do 
with  that  portion  which  refers  to  others. 

Mr.  Clerk,  before  presenting  my  objections  to 
the  paragraph  which  has  just  been  read,  I  have 
to  renuest  of  those  persons  who  agreed  and  con- 
sulted with  me  relative  to  the  question  of  the 
speakership,  that  they  will, if  I  have  stated  any- 
thing in  referejice  to  it  which  is  not  strictly  true, 
rise  up  in  their  places  and  make  it  now  known. 
Do  any  of  them  deny  I  took  the  position,  uni- 
formly, that  I  wanted  no  personal  gmtification, 
no  complimentary  votes?  I  pause.  There  is  no 
one;  and  I  will  proceed. 

Mr.  Clerk,  tJie  inference  fairly  deducible  from 
the  extract  in  my  collea^e's  fetter,  which  has 
just  been  read,  and  which  heis  gone  before  the 
country,  is,  that  I  stood  here  keeping  this  body 
togf^ther  for  five  days,  asking  simply  that  I 
should  get  a  vote  that  would  gratify  my  own 
feelings  and  albw  me  to  retire  with  honor.  If 
my  colleague  meant  to  make  a  charge  against 
me  of  that  sort,  either  directly  or  indirectly,!  de- 
sire that  he  will  say  so  before  this  House  and  the 
country.  If  not,  I  must  be  relieved  from  the 
inferential  imputation  of  that  paper. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  have  but  a 
word  to  say,  and  that  word  is,  and  will  be,  well 
understood  by  the  House  and  the  country.  When 
I  speak  from  my  seat  or  by  my  pen,  it  is  my 
intention,  at  all  times,  to  utter  the  smiple  truth — 
to  do  no  man  injustice.  My  colleague  does  not 
deny  ona  word  or  syllable  that  is  written  in  the 
extract  read.  I  do  not  understand  him  as  deny- 
ing any;  if  he  does,  he  will  say  so. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  If  my  colleague  intends 
that  the  inference  shall  be  drawn  from  what  he 
has  written,  that  1  desired  a  single  vote  for  per- 
sonal gratification,  I  tell  him  that  it  is  without 
any  foundation  in  fact. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  If  my  colleague  intends  to 
say,  that  I  might  have  uttered  sentnnenta  which 
would  have  been  untrue — if  he  wishes  me  to  now 
state  matters  which  I  never  thought  of  declarinj^ — 
then  I  can  say  to  iiim  that  I  have  no  disposition 
to  do  so. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  My  colleague  can  settle 
the  matter  in  a  moment.  Did  he  intend  that  the 
inference  I  have  indicated  should  be  drawn  from 
what  he  had  written  ? 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  If  my  colleague  will  keep 
cool,  he  will  be  answered.  * 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  will  keep  as  cool  as  my 
colleague. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  see  no  reason  why  my 
friend  or  myself  should  be  excited  on  the  present 
occasion.  1  state  now,  as  I  hafe  done  already, 
tha#  I  gave  utterance  to  naught  other  than  the 
simple  facts.  I  never  thought  of  saying,  nor  did 
1  ever  intend  to  say,  that  my  colleague  had  made 
or  entered  into  any  arrangement  of  the  kind  to 
which  allusion  has  been  made.  I  never  exchanged 
a  word  with  him  on  the  subject;  nor  did  I  hear  a 
man  express  the  idea  of  his  in  any  way  interfer- 
ing in  the  question.  I  have  imputed  to  him  no 
expres.sion  of  the  kind  indicated.  In  explaining; 
the  difficulties  here,  I  did  state  what  members  had 
said,  what  it  was  proposed  to  do,  and  what  has 
been  done.  My  colleague  takes  no  exception  to 
that;  but  he  thinks  that  an  inference  might  be 
drawn  which  would  be  prejudicial  to  him.  If  he 
desires  it,  I  will  exculpate  him  from  any  implica- 
tion, or  conclusion,  or  imputation  of  the  charac- 


ter described;  fori  intended  none  such.  [Crie« 
of  "That  is  enough!**  "That  will  do!'*]  1  think 
that  my  colleague  might  have  saved  some  inifrnta- 
tions  in  regard  lo  mv»*ftlf  which  were  in  t)ie  first 
portion  of  his  remarlcs.  He  must  know  that,  if  I 
nave  any  sentiment  which  reigns  predominant,  it 
is  to  do  him  and  evt-ry  other c«>lleagin*, and, indeed, 
every  man  in  this  House,  full  and  exact  justice. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    I  certainly  said  nothing* 
in  any  unkind  feeling. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  Then  1  withdraw  what  I 
have  said  on  that  point.  I  did  think  that  there 
was  some  unkind  expressions  in  the  first  por- 
tion of  my  coIUague's  remarks. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  have  had  no  disposition 
of  unkindness  towards  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  Therefore  1  withdraw  any- 
thing in  my  remarks  which  my  colleague  niajr 
think  unkind  towards  him. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  confess,  Mr.  Clerk,  and 
I  think  that  the  House  will  justify  me  in  the  con- 
clusion, that  there  seemed  to  be  sometliingin  th« 
letter  of  ray  colleague  which  cast  an  imputation, 
on  me.  I  desired  my  coUea^e  to  relieve  himselT 
from  any  intention  of  such  imputation. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  The  unkind  remarks  to 
which  I  referred  were  those  in  which  my  col- 
league stated  that  he  had  dealt  in  ^reat  frankness , 
and  had  hoped  to  have  l>een  met  m  a  correspond- 
ing feeling  of  candor.  That  was  the  substance, 
if  not  the  exact  words  of  the  gentleman  *s  remarks. 
j  I  thought  it  meant  to  impute  to  me  the  want  of 
candor  and  friendly.feeling. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  had  reference  in  those 
remarks  to  otlier  matters  tlian  my  colleague's 
letters. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  You  did  not  impute  want 
of  frankness  to  me  } 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Idid  not.  Inallourcon- 
versations  there  has  been,  I  believe,  mutual 
frankness. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  withdraw  every  unkind 
expression  on  iny  part. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  want  to  know,  before  I 
leave  this  matter,  whether  there  is  any  friend 
of  mine  who  ever  heard  me,  during  this  contro- 
versy, express,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  any 
desire  to  receive  any  vote  to  gratify  myself,  or  in 
order  that  I  might  retire  with  honor.  If  there  is 
any  such,  I  request  it  as  a  favor  that  he  will  get 
up  in  his  place  and  declare  the  fact.  As  there  is 
no  member  who  will  make  such  declaration,  I 
have  nothing  further  to  say  on  this  subject. 

I  come  now  to  another  matter  to  which  I  desire 
to  call  tlie  attention  of  the  House,  because  it  seemii 
to  affect  my  friend  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
Orr]  as  well  as  myself.     I  am  not  in  the  habit  of 
noticing  on  this  floor  what  the  newspapers  say  of 
me.    In  six  years'  service  I  have  never  consumed 
the  time  ofihis  House  witli  any  such  explanation. 
Were  I  to  undertake  to  correct  all  the  misrepre- 
sentations that  have  been  made  through  the  news- 
paper press  in  reference  to  my  course  during  the 
last  few  months,  it  would  take  perhaps  a  week  of 
the  valuable  time  of  this  body.     I  recollect  that 
during  the  last  summer — and  I  speak  of  it  now 
in  the  hearing  of  one  of  the  editors  of  the  paper, 
who,  as  an  ex-member  of  Congress,  is  entitled 
to  the  privileges  of  the  Hall — I  was  denounced 
in  the  New  York  Tribune  as  being  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  endeavoring  to  sell  outihe  northern 
portion  of  the  American  parly  to  the  **  slave  oli- 
garchy **  of  the  Soutl). 

The  truth  of  the  matter  is  simply  this,  that  at 
that  very  time  I  could  not  have  been  in  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  unless  I  had  been  sent  by  this 
new  system  of  telegraph  which  the  gentleman 
frorn  New  Jersey  [Mr.  Pennington]  has  spoken 
of,  in  the  morning  from  my  home  on  the  Miami, 
and  returned  again  in  time  for  my  dinner.  In 
reference  to  the  charge  of  being  a  "doughface," 
that  has  been  heralded  through  that  press  and 
others,  to  my  constituents,  and  all  over  the  coun- 
try, I  have  simply  to  say,  without  intending  to 
use  denunciatory  language,  or  any  expressions 
of  unkindness  to  those  etitors,  that  there  is  not 
one  syllable  of  truth  in  this  charge.  I  have  uni- 
formly, since  I  have  been  connected  with  politics, 
taken  the  position,  that  power  is  conferred  upon 
Congress  by  the  Constitution  to  exclude  slavery 
from  the  Territories,  and  I  have  contended  that 
it  is  expedient  to  exercise  that  power.  I  have 
fought  the  batUc  before  the  people  upon  that 
principle,  and  I  appeal  to  gentlemen  from  every 
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section  of  this  country  to  say,  whether  I  have 
not,  in  my  poor  feeble  way ,  fought  the  battle  here; 
and  I  cnalleiige  all  the  Tribunes,  and  all  the 
newspapers,  and  all  the  letter- writers,  and  all  the 
ouifiidors,  and  the  rest  of  mankind,  to  prove  that 
lever  uttered,  either  in  writing  or  orally,  publicly 
or  privately,  here  or  elsewhere,  anything  incon- 
sistent with  tliat  position. 

Now,  Mr.  Clerk,  a  few  days  affo,  our  Repub- 
lican friends  on  this  side  of  the  House  thought 
it  best  to  follow  in  the  lead  of  the  distinguished 
gentleman  from  Georgia,  (^Mr.  Stephens,]  and 
vote  for  a  continuous  session  of  this  body.  I 
thought  it  was  rather  a  remarkable  thing,  for  I 
have  had  the  honorof  sitting  with  that  gentleman 
for  six  years  past,  and  I  know  he  is  •)o  shrewd 
a  man,  too  good  a  tactician,  and  too  well  versed 
in  parliamentary  tactics,  to  commit  a  mistake,  or 
make  any  proposition  advantageous  to  his  oppo- 
nents. 1  aid  not  think  it  wise  that  we  should  on 
that  occasion  follow  his  lead,  but  I  voted  with  my 
friends,  because  I  thought  it  best  nofto  separate 
from  them  on  that  vote.  When  that  resolution 
was  passed,  I  made  a  proposition  which  seems 
to  have  disturbed  our  friends  somewhat.  What 
was  it  ?  Simply,  that  the  temporary  presiding  pow- 
ers now  exercised  by  the  Clerk  should  be  transfer- 
red, until  a  Speaker  was  electe5i,to'the  gentleman 
from  South  CaroHna,  [Mr.  Ona.]  Why  did  1  do 
it?  1  Slated  at  the  time,  and  I  now  repeat — for  I 
want  it  to  go  to  the  country — that  on  a  former  and 
somewhat  similar  occasion,  when  a  temporary 
presiding ofiicer  was  needed, Mr.  Rhett,  ot  South 
CaroUna,  made  the  courteous  motion  by  whic]^ 
there  wjis  called  to  that  chair  **  the  old  man  elo- 
quent,'* the  distinguished  John  Quinct  Adams, 
and  I  thought  that,  in  submitting ihc  motion,  (as 
I  am  regarded  as  an  extreme  northern  man,) 
there  would  be  a  seeming  propriety  in  selecting 
one  fully  qualified  who  was  opposed  to  me  in 
every  branch  of  national  politics  by  way  of  re- 
ciprocating the  compliment  then  tendered  by  the 
South  to  the  North.  On  the  next  morning  I  with- 
drew it,  and  on  that  occasion  the  distinguished 
gentleman  from  South  Carohna  [Mr.  ORR]made 
a  remark  to  which  I  paid  little  attention  at  the 
time,  because  I  regarded  it  only  as  one  of  the 
thousand  little  slanders  that  were  being  passed 
about  here  for  sinister  purposes;  the  remark  was 
to  this  effect,  that  there  had  been,  as  he  under- 
stood, a  charge  made  that  there  was  collusion 
between  the  gentleman  and  myself  in  reference  to 
myproppsition,  prejudicial  to  me. 

I  find,  sir,  that  the  fact  that  I  made  that  motion 
has  been  used  not  only  to  my  prejudice,  but  to 
his.  A  newspaper — an.ither  Tribune — the  Chi- 
cago Tribune  —  comes  here,  and  is  circulated 
through  the  Northwest,  containing  a  charge  that 
I  had  moved  a  resolution  to  give  Mr.  Orr  uie  fidl 
powers  of  Speaker,  and  upon  that  false  charge  they 

Sredic^te  again  the  charge  of  "  doughfaceism. 
ther  papers  join  in  this  war-cry,  and  bolster  it 
up  by  a  reference  to  the  old  assadlt  of  the  New 
York  Tribune. 

Now,  Mr.  Clerk,  I  wish  to  apologize  to  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  because  it  sterns 
that  I  have  injured  him  by  my  motion 

Mr.  ORR,  (interrupting.)  The  gentleman  will 
pardon  me  for  interrupting  him  for  a  moment. 
Jpon  the  occasion  to  which  the  gentleman  re- 
fem'd,  1  thanked  him  for  the  compliment  which 
he  paid  me  in  placing  my  name  in  the  resolution 
which  he  ofi*ered,  nrovidiiiff  for  a  temporary 
Chairman  of  tliis  House.  It  is  not  necessary 
that  he  should  claim  any  pardon  at  my  hands 
now  I  appreciated  the  courtesy,  and  I  nave  no 
doubt  that  a  verv  large  proportion  of  the  people 
of  that  region  or  the  counUy  from  which  I  come 
will  also  appreciate  his  courtesy  and  magna- 
nimity. I  appreciated  it  highly,  for  the  reason 
that  1  had  been  associated  with  that  gentleman 
for  six  years  upon  this  fioor,  and  such  a  compli- 
ment coming  from  him  was  more  highly  prized 
than  it  would  have  been  if  it  had  come  from  a 
new  member.  I  thanked  him  then  for  it,  and  I 
thank  him  now.  It  was  a  courtesy  extended  to 
xne,  differing  as  we  do  in  politics,  which  will  be 
appreciated  by  nine  tenths  of  the  people  of  the 
region  of  country  from  whence  I  come,  the  Charles- 
ton Mercury  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
Let  me  say  to  the  gentleman  that  that  print  has 
for  the  last  four  or  five  years  uniformly  assailed 
inc  without  any  just  cause.  It  is  powerless  to 
harm  or  help  even  one  to  humble  aa  myself;  it  it 


incapable  of  practicing  or  even  appreciating  a  just 
or  generous  act.  I  care  not  for  its  assaults,  as  I 
do  not  read  them.  I  would  rather  it  should  be 
against  me  than  forme.  [Laughter and  applause.] 
Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Having  read  the  article 
in  the  Charleston  Mercury,  I  did  not  know  but  I 
had,  by  that  act  of  mine,  unwittingly  been  the 
means  of  destroying  the  fair  fame  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  at  home.  It  would 
seem  that,  because  I  made  the  motion,  I  am  to  be 
put  down  at  the  North  as  a  doughface;  and  at 
the  South,  if  the  assertions  of  the  Mercury  are  to 

Crevail,  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  is  to 
e  put  down  as  a  Free-Soiler.  Well,  it  will  be 
a  fair  pair-off;  and  when  we  go  to  the  tombs 
political,  I  hope  we  shall  both  have  a  more  quiet 
time  than  either  of  us  have  had  here. 

Again,  because  of  ^^se  things,  it  has  been 
charged  in  the  newsnapk,  and  it  has  been  whis- 
pered around  upon  tnis  floor,  that  I  was,  in  fact, 
the  opponent  of  Mr.  Banks.  On  that  point  I 
have  a  very  few  words  to  say,  and  I  shall  speak 
them  with  all  frankness  and  candor.  Mr.  Banks 
ne^r  was,  and  he  is  not  now,  my  first  choice  for 
the  speakership,  for  reasons — some  of  them  of  a 
public,  and  some  of  them  of  a  private  character — 
which  it  would  not  be  proper  now  to  give.  But, 
Mr.  Clerk,  I  have  supported  him  for  about  eighty 
votes,  with  the  expectation  and  desire  that  this 
House  might  be  organized.  I  have  acted  upon 
the  principle  that,  if  I  could  not  have  my  first 
choice,  nor  my  second  choice,  nor  even  my  third 
choice,  I  would  take  almost  any  sort  of  choice, 
in  order  that  we  might  ^o  on  and  transact  the 
business  of  the  country  for  which  the  people  sent 
us  here.  I  am  willing  to  make  the  sacrifice  of  my 
preferences,  because  I  believe  that  every  man 
who  loves  his  country  ought  to  make  some  sac- 
rifice of  his  personal  predilections  when  he  can 
do  so  without  sacrificing  great  principles,  with  a 
view  to  the  oi^nization  of  this  body.  That 
gentleman  entertains  some  political  principles 
which  I  cannot  approve.  He  knows  it.  I  have 
supported  him  because  I  believe  he  occupies  the 
same  position  upon  the  question  of  slavery  that 
I  do,  and  which  I  have  just  avowed — a  position 
which  proposes  to  give  to  the  slave  States,  in  ffood 
faith,  everything  which  the  Constitution  of  our 
country  guaranties  to  them,  and  which  proposes 
to  use  all  the  powers  of  that  instrument — and  no 
more — to  prevent  the  extension  of  the  area  or 
power  of  the  institution  of  slavery. 

Again,  I  have  supported  that  distinguished  gen- 
tleman under  the  full  belief  that  he  is,  as  I  am — 
and  I  am  proud  to  declare  it — an  American,  [ap- 
plause in  the  galleries,]  and  in  favor  of  the  leading 
characteristic  principles  of  that  organization.  He 
openly  declared  such  to  be  his  principles  when 
interrogated  in  the  last  Congress,  and  I  know  the 
fact  from  other  sources.  And  recently,  his  col- 
league, [Mr.  Damrell,]  when  the  question  was 
before  this  body,  declared  the  fact  that  he  still 
belonged  to  that  organization.  If  I  have  been 
deceived  in  this,  it  is  due  that  either  that  gentle- 
man or  his  friends  should  undeceive  me  now; 
for  there  has  been  going  on  what  is  called  the 
"crushing  out'*  process.  I  understand  full  well 
that  the  leading  politicians  of  this  country,  a  year 
ago,  sent  out  a  decree  from  this  Capitol,  that  every 
man  who  was  adhering  to  the  American  party 
must  be  **  crushed  out;  and  that  decree  was  fol- 
lowed up  by  the  active  efforts  of  prominent  news- 
paper editors.  I  hfrirc  been  made  to  feel  their 
power;  but  I  still  survive. 

I  hold  in  my  hand  a  copy  of  a  paper,  issued 
this  day,  which  has  a  very  extensive  circulation 
in  the  North — the  National  Era,  of  this  city.  I 
find  this  language  in  that  paper,  speaking  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Banks:} 

"  What  i*  hw  position  ?  He  is  known  to  have  been  a 
Democrat,  as  he  ia  known  to  be  a  Republican ;  but  wtiat 
Republican  cares  for  his  opinion  about  the  tariff  ?'' 

Now,  sir,  as  a  member  i)f  this  body,  I  care 
about  his  opinion, and  the  opinion  of  every  other 
gentleman  in  this  House,  upon  the  subject  of  the 
tariff,  because  I  am  one  of  that  class  of  politicians 
who  believe  in  the  great  American  principle  sus- 
tained by  the  greatest  American  statesmen,  that 
the  Government  ought  to  protect,  by  law,  all  the 
interests,  and  all  the  industry  of  this  favored  land 
of  ours  against  the  adverse  policy  of  foreign  na- 
tions. Yet  I  do  not  make  that  question  para- 
mount to  all  others.  I  am  willing  to  waive  that 
temporarily,  for  the  sake  cf  achieving  a  greater 


end;  but  I  cannot  waive,  I  do  not  waive,  and  will 
not  waive^or  any  purpose,  all  the  principles 
declared  by  the  American  orKinizalion.  I  now 
read  a  little  further  from  the  Era,  Ivaving  to 
others  to  decide  whether  any  further  explanation 
from  any  one  is  necessary  or  not: 

"  He  is  known  to  hnvp  bf^pn  a  member  of  the  American 
order;  lie  ii»  now  a  Kepublii-on." 

The  inference  would  seem  to  be — and  I  will 
not  hold  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  re- 
sponsible for  it — that  he  has  renounced  his 
Americanism.  If  that  be  the  fact,  let  it  be  made 
known,  because  I  am  bound  to  believe,  until 
there  shall  be  some  clear  and  satisfactory  proof 
to  the  contrary,  that  the  statement  of  his  col- 
lea^e,  made  the  other  day,  was  correct,  that  ho 
still  adheres  to  the  principles  of  that  organiza- 
tion. 

And  now,  Mr.  Clerk,  having  said  thus  much, 
I  thank  the  House  for  its  attention.  I  have  been 
voting  with  this  understanding  and  belief.  I 
have  been  voting  for  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, not  because  he  is  my  first  choice,  but 
because  I  believed  I  should  be  advancing  these 
great  principles  by  his  election;  and  I  expect  to 
continue  to  vote  for  him  until  there  shall  be  some 
reasonable  prospect  of  concentrating  more  suc- 
cessfully the  anti-Nebraska  and  American  senti- 
ment of  this  House  upon  some  one  else.  Then 
I  am  ready  to  leave  him. 

The  call  of  the  roll  was  then  resumed,  and 

Mr.  DAMRELL  (when  his  name  wur  called) 
said:  I  wish  to  make  a  simple  statement.  I 
desire  now  to  reiterate  the  sentiment  expressed 
by  me  a  few  days  since,  when  correcting  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  in  reference  to  tlie  po- 
sition of  Mr.  Banks,  and  in  addition  to  that  to 
say,  that  I  myself  am  a  member  of  the  American 
order,  and  also  a  Republican.  I  call  myself  an 
American  Republican.  The  House  and  tho 
country  may  put  what  construction  they  pleaso 
upon  that,  ana  draw  what  inference  they  choose. 

Mr  CARLILE.  I  desire  to  inquire  of  tho 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  who  has  just 
taken  his  seat,  whether  he  was  a  supporter  for 
the  office  of  Governor  of  the  Slate  of  Massachu- 
setts, of  Mr.  Rockwell,  or  Mr.  Grardiner? 

Mr.  DAMRELL.  In  answer  to  that  question 
I  will  say,  that  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Gardiner 
was  a  nomination  made  after  tJie  meeting  of  a 
convention  called  by  the  American  party  and 
others,  which  nominated  Mr.  Rockwell.  I  felt 
bound,  as  an  American,  to  stand  by  the  nomin- 
ation of  the  first  convention.  Mr.  Gardiner 
never  was  my  personal  choice,  but  he  received 
the  nomination  of  that  convention,  and  I  believed 
him  to  be  a  good  and  a  true  man.  I  did  not  en- 
ter into  the  canvass  on  account  of  my  health — 
and  I  may  say  I  had  no  desire  to  enter  into  it. 
I  was  placed  in  an  unnatural  position  by  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Gardiner,  and  I  could  not  go  into 
the  canvass.  But  I  believed,  and  I  now  believe, 
that  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Rockwell  was  a  fair 
one  by  the  American  party. 

Mr.  CARLILE.  I  wish  to  inquire  further  of 
the  gentleman,  whether  his  friend,  the  distill 
guished  gentleman  [Mr.' Banks  J  from  h\»  ifwn 
State,  for  whom  he  has  been  voting  for  Speaker 
for  many  weeks,  was  himself  a  supporter  of  Mr. 
Rockwell,  or  a  supporter  of  Mr.  Gardiner? 

Mr.  DAMRELL.  That  gentleman  can  answer 
for  himself.    I  was  not  in  Uie  canvass. 

Mr.  CARLILE.  I  trust  1  may  be  allowed  the 
indulgence  of  the  House  for  a  very  few  moments. 
I  have  not  heretofore  trespassed  upon  the  time  of 
the  House,  and  I  do  not  desire  to  do  so  now.  I 
am  honest  in  the  political  principles  which  I  pro- 
fess to  represent  here,  and  I  desire  that  other 
gentlemen,  occupying  the  position  which  they  do, 
should  present  to  the  House,  either  themselves, 
or  through  their  friends,  the  true  position  which 
they  occupy.  Americanism  in  Massachusetts  — 
as  expouncfed  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts—is not  Americanism  in  Virginia. 

A  Voice.     We  don*t  deny  that. 

Mr.  CARLILE.  In  reply,  Mr.  Clerk,  to  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Grow,]  I 
will  say  that  the  honorable  gentleman  for  whom 
I  have  oeen  voting  [Mr.  Fuller]  has  defined  his 
position. 

Mr.  GROW.  How  has  the  gentleman  defined 
his  position  in  reply  to  the  question  propounded 
to  him  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Gid« 
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Mr.  CARLILE.  I  repeat  that  the  gentleman 
for  whom  I  have  voted  [Mr.  Fui^r]  has  de- 
fined it  satisfactorily  to  every  reasoMblc  mind  in 
this  House. 

A  Member.    Well,  we  are  all  satisfied. 

Mr.  GROW.  I  referred  to  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois,  [Mr.  Richardson.] 

Mr.  CARLILE,  (continuing.)  Satisfactorily 
to  every  patriot  that  loves  the  union  of  these 
States,  though  not  satisfactorily  to  Black  Repub- 
licanism.    [Laughter.] 

And  now,  sir,  one  word  more  and  I  shall  have 
done.  Since  my  absence  from  this  city  I  have  had 
my  attention  called  to  some  resolutions  said  toliave 
been  adopted  in  the  capital  of  my  own  State. 
Lest  these  resolutions  might  mislead  gentlemen, 
I  tell  them  here — and  I  believe  in  that  I  speak  the 
voice  of  the  American  party  in  the  South — that 
the  harmony  of  no  party  wnich  ignores  the  sla- 
very question  can  be  preserved. 

I  would  like,  if  it  were  in  my  power,  and  if  I 
had  the  time,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  people 
of  this  country  to  the  remarks  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  on  my  right  [Mr.  Smith] 
made  here  this  morning.  From  the  resolution 
adopted  by  his  party  in  caucus,  and  published  in 
the  Union,  I  had  supposed  that  the  members  of 
that  party  had  determined  to  devote  their  time 
exclusively  to  the  organization  of  this  House  from 
this  time  henceforth  until  an  organization  should 
be  effected;  but  I  confess  that  I  was  surprised 
when  I  heard  a  presidential  electioneering  speech 
fall  from  that  gentleman's  [Mr.  Smith's]  lips  by 
way  of  his  speaking  to  a  personal  question.  I 
have  done. 

Mr.  COMIXES.  I  wish  to  ask  a  question  of 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Carlile.]  I 
want  to  know  whether,  in  the  last  contest  in  his 
State,  he  supported,  for  the  governorship,  Mr. 
Flournoy  or  Mr.  Wise  .> 

Mr.  CARLILE.  Sir,  I  was  with  the  seventy- 
three  thousand  who  voted  for  Mr.  Flournoy, 
although  I  did  not  vote  myself,  not  being  in  the 
county  the  day  of  the  election. 

Mr.  COMINS.  The  reason  I  asked  the  ques- 
tion was,  that  the  other  day  I  heard  gentlemen 
from  Louisiana  [Mr.  Eustis]  and  from  Tennes- 
isee,  claiming  to  belong  to  the  American  party,  con- 
gratulating the  country  on  the  defeat  of  Mr.  Flour- 
noy, and  of  course  I  did  not  suppose  that  tlie 
fentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Carlile]  could 
ave  voted  for  him.    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  CARLILE.  I  am  not  here  as  the  defender 
of  Mr.  Flournoy.  I  am  not  from  his  immediate 
district;  nor  have  I  the  pleasure  of  a  personal 
acquaintance  with  him;  but  the  Representative 
of  his  district  on  this  floor,  although  differing 
politically  from  him,  will  bear  testimony  that  a 
more  high-minded,  honorable  gentleman  does  not 
live.  He  would  be  as  far  as  any  other  man  in  the 
Union,  or  out  of  it,  from  interfering  with  the  civil 
or  religious  liberties  of  any  citizeji  of  this  country. 

Mr.  SNEED.  I  desire  to  correct  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Cumins]  wuo  put 
the  question  just  now  to  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
cinia,  [Mr.  Carlile.]  He  stated  that  a  gentleman 
trqfn  Tennessee  had  the  other  day  congratulated 
tilt;  country  on  the  defeat  of  Mr.  Flournoy,  of 
Virginia,  in  the  contest  for  the  governorship  of 
that  State.  I  desire  to  say  that  no  member  of 
the  American  party  in  the  Tennessee  delegation 
will  take  it  upon  himself  to  say  that  he  entertains 
any  such  sentiment  as  that. 

Mr.  EUSTIS.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  have  to  take  the 
responsibility  on  myself.  I  said  that.  [Laugh- 
ter.l 

Here  the  matter  dropped,  and  the  Clerk  re- 
sumed the  call  of  the  roll. 

Mr.  MACE  (when  his  name  was  called)  said: 
I  wish  to  state,  Mr.  Clerk,  that  in  view  of  the 
night  session  said  to  have  been  resolved  on,  the 
gentleman  from  the  Lexington  district  of  Ken- 
tucky [Mr.  Alexander  K.  Marshall]  and  my- 
self have  made  an  agreement,  from  the  present, 
and  for  all  time  to  come,  that  every  day,  at  pre- 
cisely a  quarter  past  three  o'clock,  we  leave  this 
House,  and  do  not  return  again  until  twelve 
o'clock  the  next  day.  I  wish  to  have  this  state- 
ment placed  on  the  record,  in  order  to  relieve  both 
of  us  from  the  necessity  of  making  personal  ex- 
planations hereafter.    I  vote  for  Mr.  Banks. 

Mr.  ROBISON  (when  his  name  was  called) 
Baid:  When  I  cast  my  first  vote  here  for  Speaker 
of  this  House,  I  cast  it  for  a  gentleman  whom  I 


admired  as  a  man,  to  whom  my  heart  warmed, 
and  to  whom  I  became  attached  on  a  very  short 
acquaintanceship,  [Mr.  Fuller;]  but  when  I 
found  that  that  gentleman  did  not  agree  with  me 
in  opinion — and  he  had  the  manhood  and  honesty 
to  ti'll  me  so — I  left  him,  and  voted  for  another 
gentleman,  [Mr.  Banks,]  who  I  thought  enter- 
tained the  same  opinions  as  I  do.  Now,  Mr. 
Clerjc,  I  do  not  intend  to  be  party  led,  nor  have 
I  ever  been,  but  the  charges  which  have  been 
'made  in  the  public  prints,  and  reiterated  here  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Camp- 
bell,] should  be,  I  think,  answered  by^Mr. 
Banks  before  he  can  get  my  vote.  The  gentle- 
men who  have  been  voting  for  him  for  the  last 
five  weeks  have  also  been  silent,  and  given  no 
answer  to  these  charges.  I  tliink  that  for  his 
own  sake,  and  I  know^at  for  the  sake  of  my 
own  consistency,  he  |^uld  answer  one  ques- 
tion; that  can  oe  done  m  one  word.  The  ques- 
tion is,  *'  Is  Mr.  Banks,  the  candidate  for  Speaker 
in  this  House,  a  member  of  the  American  party, 
or  is  he  not  ?"  If  he  is,  I  will  give  him  my  vote; 
but  if  he  is  not,  I  cannot  do  so.  [A  pausef  and 
cries  of  "Answer!"]  I  have  not  yet  voted. 
Does  the  gentleman  answer?  [There  was  no 
response.]  As  the  gentleman  does  not  answer, 
I  vote  for  Mr.  Pennington.  [After  Ustening  to 
some  suggestions  from  members  in  his  vicinity:] 
It  appears  that  my  question  has  not  been  fairly 
put,  perhaps.  Now  I  am  willing  to  give  Mr. 
Banks  every  chance  tliatl  can  possibly  give  him; 
and  I  will  candidly  admit  that  if  I  vote  against 
that  gentleman  for  Speaker,  and  if  I  were  a  can- 
didate in  my  district  to-morrow,  I  would  be 
beaten  five  to  one.  My  own  father  has  written 
me  a  letter,  last  week,  urging  me  to  stick  to  Mr. 
Banks  to  the  last.  But  if  tiie  dearest  friend  that 
ever  God  gave  mo  upon  earth  should  ask  me  to 
vote  for  a  man  who  is  not  a  member  of  the  Amer- 
ican organization,  I  would  not  vote  for  him. 
[Applause  in  the  galleries.]  I  want  that  to  be 
unaerstood.*  Now,  will  the  gentleman  [Mr. 
Banks]  be  kind  enougli  to  tell  me  whether  he  is, 
or  is  not,  a  member  of  tlie  American  party  ?  I 
will  add — and  I  want  this  to  go  to  the  country — 
that  I  admire  his  talent  and  appreciate  liis  fitness 
for  the  post  to  which  he  aspires. 

[There  was  no  response,  and  Mr.  Robison 
allowed  his  vote  to  go  for  Mr.  Pennington.] 

Mr.  SHERMAN,  (on  his  name  being  called.) 
I  desire  to  say  a  few  words;  and  I  would  pre- 
face them  with  the  remark,  that  I  do  not  intend, 
while  I  have  a  seat  in  this  House,  to  occupy  much 
of  its  time  in  speaking.  But  I  wish  to  state  now 
why  I  have  voted,  and  shall  continue  to  vote, 
for  Mr.  Banks.  I  care  not  whether  ho  is  a 
member  of  the  American  party  or  not.  I  have 
been  informed  that  he  is,  and  I  believe  that  he 
is.  But  I  repeat  1  care  not  to  what  party  he  be- 
longs. I  understood  him  to  take  this  position: 
that  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  compromise  was 
an  act  of  great  dishonor,  and  that  under  no  cir- 
cumstances whatever  will  he — if  he  have  the 
power — allow  the  institution  of  human  slavery 
to  derive  any  benefit  from  that  repeal.  That  is 
my  position.  I  have  been  a  Whig,  but  I  will 
yiel J  all  party  preferences,  and  will  act  in  concert 
witli  men  of  all  parties  and  opinions  who  will 
steadily  aid  in  preserving  our  western  Territories 
for  free  labor;  and  I  say  now,  that  I  never  will 
vote  for  a  man  for  Speaker  of  tliisHouse^  unless 
he  convinces  me,  by  his  conduct  and  by  his  voice, 
that  he  never  will,  if  he  has  the  power  to  pre- 
vent it,  allow  the  institution  of  slavery  to  derive 
any  advantage  from  repealing  the  compromise  of 

I  believe  Mr.  Banks  will  be  true  to  that  princi- 
ple, and,  therefore,  I  vote  for  him  without  regard 
to'his  previous  political  associations  or  to  his  ad- 
herence to  the  American  party.  I  vote  for  him 
simply  because  he  has  had  the  manliness  to  say 
here,  that,  having  the  power,  he  will  resist  the  en- 
croachments of  slavery,  even  by  opposing  the 
admission  of  any  slave  State  that  may  be  formed 
out  of  the  territory  north  and  west  of  Missouri. 
I  vote  for  Mr.  Banks. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Kentucky.  I  would 
hke  to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Sher- 
man,] a  question,  and  tliat  is:  what  slaveholding 
State  has  ever  asked  for  legislation  to  promote  the 
interests  of  slavery.' 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  will  cheerftillv  answer 
the  question  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 


and  I  answer  it  in  this  way:  In  1852  the  people 
of  the  northern  States  were  urged  by  their  south- 
ern brethren  to  acquiesce  in  the  slavery  com- 
Eromises,  one  of  which  was  a  barbarous  and  in- 
uman  law  for  the  recapture  of  fudtive  slaves. 
The  great  majority  of  our  people  did  so  upon  the 
solemn  declarations  of  both  the  great  political 
parties,  that  all  further  agitation  of  the  slavery 
question  should  cease.  Yet  within  two  years, 
while  these  pledges  were  faithfully  observed,  the 
Representatives  of  the  southern  States,  of  boiii 
political  parties,  did  demand  that  the  ekiest  of 
these  compromises  should  be  repealed  by  Con- 
gress; ana,  with  shame  I  say  it,  they  found 
enough  aid  in  the  northern  States  to  accomplish 
their  piuri^se.  Now  I  say,  that,  until  oar  south- 
ern brethren  coma  forward  and  reinstate  the  clause 
prohibiting  slavery  in  tlie  north  and  west  of  Mis- 
souri, or  until  that  question  be  settled  by  the  ad- 
mission of  Kansas  as  a  free  State  into  tiie  Union, 
I  cannot  go  with  fhcm  in  any  party  organization. 
When  this  is  done,  it  will  be  time  enough  for 
them  to  appeal  to  me  to  become  what  I  once  gloried 
in  being — a  conservative  Whig. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Then  I  understand  Ae 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Sherman]  to  admit 
that  in  no  instance  can  he  point  to  an  occasion 
where  there  has  been  any  legislation  asked  for  on 
the  part  of  the  slaveholders  of  the  country. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  understand  that  the  re- 
peal of  the  Missouri  compromise  was  for  the 
purpose  of  extending  the  iiiBtitution,  and  for  that 
reason  alone  was  asKed  for  by  the  slaveholders 
of  the  country.  It  has  been  so  regarded  in  the 
southern  States,  and  violence  has  been  used  to 
accomplish  it.  A  distinguished  member  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  Orr]  has  recently  published 
an  address,  in  which  he  boasts  that  the  result  of 
the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  compromise  has  been 
to  extend  slavery  into  Kansas,  oy  the  removal  of 
the  restriction  against  slavery,  and  that  such  was 
a  part  of  the  design  of  the  Democratic  party  in 
breaking  down  the  Missouri  compromise.  I  say- 
that  this  measure  was  a  measure  for  the  benent 
of  the  institution  of  slavery;  that  it  was  accom- 
plished by  the  Democratic  party,  and  it  now 
takes  the  responsibility  of  it;  and  until  my  breth- 
ren of  the  southern  States,  occupying  with  me  the 
old  Whig  platform,  will  come  forward  and  help 
resist  the  consequences  o{  that  measure,  I  cannot 
unite  with  them.  I  therefore  have  voted,  and 
shall  continue  to  vote,  for  the  gentleman  from 
Massac^^usetts — Democrat  as  he  is— whatever 
opinions  he  may  hold  in  reference  to  other  matters. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Kentucky.  The  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  makes  the  allegation  tlmt  the 
Democratic  party  is  responsible  for  the  repeal  of 
the  Missouri  compromise.  Now,  sir,  I  disavow 
any  such  declaration.  That  provision  in  the 
Kansas  and  Nebraska  bill  came  from  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Dixon] — a  Whig — and  was 
accepted  by  Senator  Douglas.  And  when  he 
attempts  to  rnake  the  Democratic  party  respons- 
ible for  that  feature  of  the  measure,  or  to  make 
a  Democrat  the  author  of  it,  he  misapprehends 
the  history  of  the  country  and  the  facts  of  the 
\  ause. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  must  remind  the 
gentleman  fVom  Kentucky  that  he  is  out  of  order. 
No  debate  is  in  order. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Very  well.  I  have  said  all 
I  desire  to  say.  I  only  desired  that  the  facts 
should  stand  correct  upon  the  record. 

Mr.  TALBOTT  (when  his  name  was  called) 
said:  If  the  House  will  indulge  me  for  a  few  min- 
utes, I  desire  to  make  a  personal  explanation. 
I  hold  in  my  hand  the  New  York  Courier  and 
Enquirer,  in  which  I  find  the  following  para- 
graph, contained  in  a  letter  from  a  Washington 
correspondent  of  that  paper,  dated  December 
27,  and  signed  "  Inspector.**  The  paragraph  to 
which  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Uoose 
reads  as  follows: 

"Mr.  BococK,  of  Vireijiia,  Mr.TALBorT,  of  Kentucky, 
and  otiicr  decided  fHends  of  Mr.  Richardron^  have  bc«n 
AbtfGnt  to-day,  and  it  is  tboogbt  they  are  willing  to  allow 
Mr.  Banks  lo  be  elected,  if  he  can  be  by  the  mere  reduc- 
tion of  Mr.  Richardson's  minority  vote." 

Sir,  this  paragraph  attributes  to  me  a  willing- 
ness to  sec  done  in  this  House  that,  which  I  have 
studiously  and  zealously  endeavored  to  prevent 
since  we  commenced  the  first  ballot  for  Speaker. 
It  imputes  to  me  motives  unknown  to  my  head 
1  or  heart,  all  of  which  I  spurn  with  the  unknown 
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author.  It  is  true  I  was  absent  a  few  days  from 
this  Hall  while  the  ballot  for  Speaker  was  being 
taJcen,  about  the  time  the  article  just  read  pur- 
I>orts  to  have  been  written;  but,  I  was  not  ab- 
sent for  pleasure  or  for  profit,  but  in  the  faith- 
ful discharge  of  what  I  conceive  to  be  a  high, 
imperative,  indispensable  duty..  I  was  in  the 
sick  chamber,  ana  by  the  bed-side  of  a  beloved 
w^ife,  who  has  been  confined  to  her  room  for  the 
last  three  nM)nths,  ministering  to  her  wants  and 
endeavoring  to  alleviate  her  pains.  Most  unex- 
pectedly to  me,  sir,  on  the  24th  day  of  December 
last,  I  received  a  communication  from  an  affec- 
tionate and  devoted  daughter,  informing  me  that 
her  mother  desired  my  immediate  presence,  that 
she  had  been  suddenly  and  violently  attacked  with 
a  disease  which,  if  not  at  once  relieved,  threat- 
ened a  speedy  dissolution.  I  did  not,  sir,  hesitate 
for  a  moment  to  adopt  the  course  which  duty  and 
affection  dictated.  I  left  this  city  for  my  home 
in  Kentucky  in  less  than  one  hour  from  the  time 
I  cast  my  sixty-ninth  vote,  I  think,  for  the  dis- 
tinguished gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Rich- 
ardson.] Itraveled  some  two  thousand  miles m 
the  performance  of  what,  under  the  circumstances, 
I  conceived  to  be  my  imperative  duty. 

Sir,  if  I  had  not  adopted  the  course  I  did,  if  I 
had  refused  to  obey  such  asummons,  made  under 
such  peculiar  circumstances,  I  would  to-day,  in 
my  judgment,  have  justly  merited  the  undivided 
scorn  and  contempt  of  every  member  upon  this 
floor,   and   have   proven  myself  unworthy  the 

f  onerous  and  magnanimous  constituency  which 
have  the  honor  to  represent. 

If  the  paragraph  to  which  I  have  alluded  had 
been  published  in  my  own  State,  amongst  my 
orwn  people,  those  who  know  me  and  the  motives 
and  principles  which  prompt  and  control  my 
action,  I  would  not  have  troubled  myself  to  notice 
it.  They  know  me,  and  I  would  have  left  the 
matter  with  them  without  comment  or  explana- 
tion; but,  sir,  I  am  for  the  first  time  a  member 
upon  tliis  floor— a  stranger  to  almost  all  the  mem- 
bers present;  uid although  I  have  always  believed 
that  any  and  every  article,  emanating  from  a  driv- 
eling scribbler  who  loafs  about  the  nails  qf  legis- 
lation with  a  view  to  impugn  the  motives  and 
villify  the  course  of  gentlemen,  is  too  far  beneath 
contempt  to  be  noticed;  yet,  sir,  being  a  stranger, 
I  have  thought  it  due  to  the  House,  to  my  consti- 
tuents, and  to  myself,  to  present  the  mcts  and 
make  the  explanation  1  have. 

I  have  nothing  to  say  in  regard  to  the  honor- 
able gentlemen  whose  names  are  connected  with 
my  own  in  the  paragraph  I  have  read.  They  are 
present,  an^|^n  speak  for  themselves.  I  have  no 
doubt,  ho^l^,  they  were  actuated  by  the  same 
honorable  motives  which  I  claim  for  myself. 

Mr.  Clerk,  I  have  uniformly  cast  my  vote  at 
every  ballot  which  has  been  taken  for  Speaker 
in  this  House  ^except  when  I  was  absent  in  Ken- 
entucky)  for  tne  honorable  gentleman  from  the 
Slate  of  Illinois,  [Mr.  Richardson;]  and  before 
I  take  my  seat  I  desire  to  state,  very  oriefly  how- 
ever, why  it  is  that  I  have  heretofore,  and  I  ex- 
pect hereafter  to  continue  to  vote  for  that  gentle- 
leman  until,  in  my  judgment,  the  interest  of  the 
country,  or  my  own  convictions  of  propriety  and 
policy,  shall  require  a  different  vote.  I  desire  to 
state,  too,  sir,  before  I  take  my  seat,  why  it  is 
that  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  me,  either  directly 
or  indirectly,  by  my  vote  or  otherwise,  to  aid  in  the 
election  either  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, [Mr.  Banks,]  who  belongs  to  the  Free-Soil 
Republican  party,  or  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr.  Fuller,)  who  belongs  to  the 
American,  or  the  Know  Nothing  party. 

Sir,  I  was  eloctcd  to  a  scat  in  this  Eiouse  as  an 
Independent  Whig,  pledged  to  no  party  as  such, 
but  to  all  parties  and  to  the  country  upon  the 
folIowii|gplatform  of  principles: 

First,  That  I  woula  stand  by  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  and  the  American  Union  as 
they  now  arc,  in  spirit  and  in  letter,  against  all 
innovation  or  infraction,  come  from  what  quarter 
it  may. 

Second,  That  no  religious  test  should  ever  be 
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required  of  a  citizen  for  any  office  or  place  of  trust 
under  the  United  States,  whether  he  be  native-born 
or  naturalized,  Protestant  or  Roman  Catholic. 

Third,  That,  except  ibr  the  Presidency  and 
Vice-Presidency,  every  office  in  the  Govei*nment, 
State  pr  National,  should  be  equally  accessible  to 
every  citizen,  whether  native-born  or  naturalized; 
that  neither  the  place  of  birth,  religious  faith, 
sectional  locahty,  nor  worldly  pursuit — hothing 
but  citizenship,  character,  qualification,  fidelity  to 
our  common  country  and  political  creed,  should 
ever  be  required  as  a  preretjuisite  for  any  office  or 
place  of  trust  under  our  republican  Government. 

Fourth,  That,  except  as  fugitives,  the  power  to 
legislate  upon  the  subject  of  slavery  as  property 
is  not  conferred  upon  Congress  by  the  Consti- 
tution ;  nor  is  such  a  power  necessary  to  the  ex- 
ercise of  any  other  power  given.  In  order,  there- 
fore, to  do  justice  to.  every  citizen  in  every  State 
in  the  Union,  free  and  slave  States,  and  to  secure 
peace  and  harmony  between  the  different  sections 
of  the  Confederacy,  and  to  the  people  of  Kansas 
and  Nebraska  the  proud  privilege,  wnen  they  come 
to  organize  themselves  into  States,  and  form  their 
oiganic  laws,of  regulating  for  themselves  their  own 
domesticinstitutions ,  I  will  resist  every  effort  to  re  - 
peal  the  bill  passed  by  the  Thirty-Third  Congress, 
known  as  the  Kansas-Nebraska  act,  and  any  and 
every  effort  to  restore  the  Missouri  restriction  line. 

Fifth,  For  strictly  inforcing  that  clause  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  tJnited  States  which  provides, 
that  no  person  held  to  service  in  one  State  under 
the  laws  thereof,  esca{>ing  into  another,  shall,  in 
consequence  of  any  law  or  regulation  therein,  be 
discharged  from  such  service  or  labor,  but  shall 
be  delivered  up,  on  claim  of  the  party  to  whom 
such  service  or  labor  may  be  due;  anci  resistance 
to  any  modification  or  a  repeal  of  the  existing 
fugitive  slave  law,  by  which  property  in  slaves 
might  be  rendered  less  secure,  or  fugitives  more 
diflicult  to  recover. 

Sixth,  Opposition  to  all  secret,  oath-bound 
political  organizations,  whenever,  wherever,  or 
for  whatsoever,  formed  in  our  Republic,  as  im- 
politic, improper,  and  anti- American. 

Seventh,  In  the  administration  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  execution  of  the  laws,  we  should  know 
no  North,  no  Soutli,  no  Elast,  no  West;  that  all 
the  rights  of  every  citizen  in  every  section  of  this 
great  Confederacy  should  be  as  equally  protected 
by  law  as  they  are  secured  by  the  Constitution. 

This,  sir,  is  the  position  I  assumed  in  the  late 
canvass  for  a  seat  upon  this  floor;  this  is  the 

flatform  upon  which  I  was  elected  and  to  which 
stand  pledged  to  all  parties  in  my  district  and 
to  the  country.  I  will  not  now,  sir,  attempt  to 
elaborate  or  to  justify  them;  I  will  state,  however, 
that  by  the  indulgence  of  the  House  I  may  take 
occasion  to  discuss  them  at  length  at  some  future 
period.  I  will  only  add  that,  understanding  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Banks]  as  heing  the  great  leader  of  the  Free-Soil 
Know  Nothing  sectional  Republican  party y  advo- 
cating doctrines  which,  in  myjudgment,  are  inim- 
ical to  civil  and  religious  Uberty,  and  sustaining 
and  endeavoring  to  carry  out  a  set  of  anti -slavery 
and  Free-Soil  principles,  which,  if  triumphant, 
would  not  only  prove  highly  detrimental  to  the 
best  interest  of  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor 
in  part  to*  represent,  but  which,  if  pressed  to  the 
extreme  to  which  I  understand  that  gentleman  is 
willing  to  go,  would  render  doubtful,  at  least,  the 
permanency  and  perpetuity  of  thtselorious  Con- 
federacy. Entertaining  this  view,  Mr.  Clerk,  of 
that  gentleman's  position,  there  is  at  once  a  gulf, 
deep,  wide,  impassable,  between  him  and  myself. 
I  could  not  therefore,  sir,  vote,  or  aid  in  any  man- 
ner, directly  or  indirectly,  to  elevate  him  to  the 
speakership  of  this  House,  without  proving  rec- 
reant to  all  the  high  trusts  which  have  been  con- 
fided to  me  by  my  constituents. 

How  is  it,  sir,  with  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Fuller?]  While  he 
is  practically  a  little  less  anti-slaverj^,  yet  in 
theory,  I  presume,  from  his  own  definition  of  his 
position,  he  is  pretty  much  the  same,  and  i% 
Americanism  or  Know  Nothiugism  he  is  gieatly 


ahead  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, [Mr.  Banks;]  holding  doctrines  and  advo- 
cating a  system  of  policy ,  under  the  head  of  Know 
Nothm^ism,  which  I  think  not  only  violative 
of  the  Constitution  of  my  country,  but  if  carried 
out,  subveraive  of  civil  and  religious  liberty.  Sir, 
Know  Nothingism,  as  I  understand  it,  is  a  mon-' 
strous  political  heresy.  It  means  no  foreign- born 
citizen,  it  matters  not  how  great  or  how  good,  no 
Roman  Catholic,  however  patriotic  he  may  be, 
shall  have  any  office  in  the  gift  of  the  American 
people,  from  Uie  fourth  sergeant  in  a  miUtia  com- 
pany up  to  the  presidency  of  the  United  States. 
This  is  what  I  understand  to  be  the  doctrines  held 
and  propagated  by  that  party.  This,  I  know,  was 
the  doctrine  preached  and  propagated  by  them  in 
the  district  which  I  have  tn«  nonor  to  represent, 
during  the  canvass  the  past  summer.  Yet,  sir, 
they  talk  about  civil  and  religious  liberty.  They 
say  they  do  not  proscribe  Catholics.  What  is 
civil  ana  religious  liberty  without  civil  and  reli- 
gious equality  ?  What  is  civil  and  political  liberty 
without  civil  and  political  equality?  Freedom  is 
but  a  name,  and  liberty  a  curse,  whether  civil, 
political,  or  religious,  when  fettered  with  political 
disability.  Surely,  sir,  it  is  a  monstrous  political 
heresy  to  be  taught  in  the  land  of  Washington  and 
Jefferson,  that  an  entire  class  of  our  citizens,  no 
matter  how  great  or  how  good,  are  to  be  ostra- 
cised and  proscribed  because  they  were  accident- 
ally born  in  the  wrong  place,  and  another  class 
ostracised  because  they  happen  to  belong  to  the 
wron^  church.  Sir,  the  glory  of  our  Govern- 
ment IS  its  religious  toleration;  jthe  glory  of  our 
Constitution,  its  equality  of  rights. 

I  will  not  enlarge.  This,  to  me,  is  a  doctrine 
monstrous  and  heretical.  Sooner  would  I  suffer 
my  right  arm  to  wither,  or  my  tongue  to  cleave 
to  the  roof  of  my  mouth,  than  I  would  indorse 
that  doctrine,  or  aid  in  the  triumph  of  a  party 
which  holds  political  opinions  so  adverse  to  my 
judgment,  so  revolting  to  my  feelings,  and  which 
would,  either  directly  or  mdirectiy,  proscribe 
a  man  for  his  religious  fhith.  I  could  not  do  it 
without  proving  a  traitor  to  the  men  and  the 
principles  that  placed  me  in  fny  present  posi- 
tion. I  cannot,  sir — I  will  not  do  it.  I  voted  for 
the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Illinois  sixty- 
nine  times,  I  think,  before  I  left  for  Kentucky,  as 
I  have  before  said,  and  I  know  I  have  votea  for 
him  on  every  ballot  since  my  return.  I  now  vote 
for  him,  and  I  expect  to  continue  to  vote  for  him, 
until,  as  I  said  before,  the  interest  of  my  country, 
or  my  own  views  of  propriety,  or  my  s'ense  of 
duty,  shall  require  me  to  vote  for  another, 

Mr.  Clerk,  what  was  the  aspect  of  political 
parties  when  we  first  met  at  this  Capitol  ?  Tim 
Republican  party  had  met  in  the  North  and 
organized  themselves  into  a  sectional  Free-Soil 
Abolition  party,  determined,  many  of  them,  upon 
a  repeal  or  the  fu|:itive  slave  law, and  all  of  tnem 
upon  the  repeal  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill;  the 
restoration  of  the  Missouri  restrictive  line;  the 
restriction  of  slavery  in  the  Territories;  the  non- 
admission  of  any  more  slave  States  into  this 
Union.  This  party,  Mr.  Clerk,  promised  no  good 
to  the  country,  but,  by  its  system  of  political 
warfare,  threatened  a  disrupuon  of  the- Union. 
Whatelse,  sir?  The  great  American  party,  which 
had  boasted  so  lon^  and  so  loud  about  the  na- 
tionality of  its  principles,  and  the  glorious  results 
which  would  accrue  to  the  country  from  the  tri- 
umph of  its  principles — they,  sir,  a  few  days 
before  we  met  here,  held  a  meeting  at  Cincinnati, 
nine  States  being  represented,  and  they,  too, 
adopted  a  platform,  threatening  the  insututions 
of  the  Soutn,  though  it  mi^ht  cost  this  glorious 
Union  to  carry  out  their  principles.  What  next  ? 
A  few  days  before  we  met  here,  the  great  Amer- 
ican party  South,  seeing  that,  by  the  action  of 
their  brethren  at  Cincinnati,  the  last  hope  of  Amer- 
icanism was  gone  in  the  South  unless  they  in 
some  way  or  other  should  meet  and  caulk  their 
already  leaky  and  fast  sinking  ship — they,  too, 
hfid  a  meeting  at  the  city  of  Louisville,  in  my 
0*;^  State ;  and  what  did  they  do  ?  They  repudi- 
•ated^t)^^;*ttCtion  of  Uieur  party  at  Cincinnati  by 
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i^ijQdoraing  the  twelflh  section  of  the  Philadelphia 
platform,  tkua  dividing^  and  denationalizing  and 
completely  seclionaJizing  the  great  American 
party,  swearing  that  there  was,  at  least,  a  Spar- 
tan hand  of  Americans  at  XiOuisviUe,  Kentucky, 
who,  though  they  had  bowed  the  knee  to  Sam, 
would  never  do  the  like  to  Sambo.  And  I  believe 
in  my  heart  they  are  in  good  earnest.  In  my 
mdffment,  if  there  is  ever  any  more  bending  of 
tnc  Knees  between  them»  Sambo  will  have  to  be 
the  first  to  bow. 

But  what,  Mr.  Clerk,  wias  the  peculiar  political 
aspect  of  the  country  after  this  action  of  the  Amer- 
ican party  at  Louisvillp  and  Cincinnati?  The 
qld  Whig  party  was  dead.  The  great  American 
party,  %vpich  had  promised  so  much  to  the  coun- 
ty, stood  thus  irreconcilably  divided  and  inef- 
ficient for  good.  The  people  at  once  saw  that 
there  was  no  party  left  but  the  old  Democratic 
party,  with  her  banner  unfurled  to  the  breeze  as 
a  national  pary.  All  eyes  were  at  once  turned  to 
that  party  as  the  only  hope  of  saving  the  Consti- 
tution and  the  Union  against  the  aggressive  policy 
of  the  Republican  paAy  of  the  North .  The  great 
problem  yet  to  be  solved,  however,  was,  whether 
the  old  Democratic  party,  although  she  had  never 
yet  failed  to  save  the  country  under  any  and  all 
<urcu instances,  might  not,  too,  split  upon  this 
g^reat  denationalizing  clement — the  slavery  ques- 
tion— when  she  came  to  meet  in  a  national  caucus 
or  convention  to  make  a  platform.  This,  sir,  was 
the  true  condition  of  parties  in  this  country  w^hen 
this  Congress  first  met,  and  that  the  great  ques- 
ion  to  be  settled.  Sir,  we  did  meet  in  caucus  in 
this  Hall  on  the  night  of  the  1st  day  of  December 
last  for  the  purpose  of  solving  and  settling  that 
vexed  question.  I  confess  it  was  not,  though  my 
faith  was  strong,  without  some  trepidation  that 
I  entered  this  Hall  on  that  memorable  evening.  I 
had  some  slight  fears  as  to  what  might  be  the 
result;  but,  sir,  lo  the  honor  and  glory  of  the 
Democratic  members  of  this  House  be  it  said, 
Irom  every  section  of  the  Confederacy,  at  the  very 
first  effort  at  an  organization  and  the  adoption  of 
a  platform,  we  not  only  adopted  by  a  unanimous 
vote  our  conservative  platform  and  planted  our- 
selves upon  the  Constitution  and  the  Union,  but 
•we  nominated  for  Speaker,  upon  that  platform, 
by  a  similar  vote,  our  present  distiiio^uished  stand- 
ard-bearer, the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr. 
RicuAROsoN,]  from  a  free  State;  presenting  to 
this  House  and  to  the  country  a  man  having  a 
head  and  a  heart  capacious  enough  to  defend  and 
maintain  the  Constitution  of  the  country  and  this 
glorious  Confederacy  of  States  as  they  are.  .Thus 
organized,  Mr.  Clerk,  the  old  Democratic  party 
Stands  to-day  firmer,  more  united,  and  more  im- 
pregnable than  she  ever  did.  She  stands  to-day, 
as  I  trust  she  ever  will,  as  a  pillar  of  cloud  by 
day  an^a  pillar  of  fire  by  nignt,  pointing  to  the 
Constitution  and  the  Union  as  the  only  ark  of 
pur  political  safety.    I  vote,  sir,  for  William  A. 

SiCHARpSON. 

Mr.  WALKER.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  rise  to  a  priv- 
fleged  question;  and  in  its  statement  I  hope  that 
my  words  may  be  reported.    For  several  days 

Sast  I  have  been  struggling  a^inst  a  severe  in- 
isposition.  I  came  here  this  morning  in  the 
hope  that  I  would  be  enabled  to  oremain  in  the 
discharge  of  my  duties  during  the  entire  day's 
session;  but  I  am  now  so  unwell  as  to  be  unable 
to  longer  occupy  my  seat.  I  have  found  it  im- 
practicable to  pair  off  with  any  gentleman  of  the 
adverse  party;  and  fearing  that  this  will  be  the 
last  vote  that  I  shall  cast  to-day,  I  mention  the 
fact  now,  so  that  members  may  understand  wliy 
it  is,  when  my  name  is  called,  that  I  do  not 
respond. 

Mr.  HUMPHREY  MARSHALL.  I  move 
that  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
withdraw  his  motion,  fora  personal  explanation. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  withdraw  the  motion  to 
adjourn. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Kentucky.  Mr.  Clerk, 
I  rise  to  a  personal  explanation.  It  is  my  desire 
tha^.the  position  of  the  American  party  shall  not 
be  mistaken.  I  desire  particularly  to  refer  to  an 
article  in  the  Maysville  Elfpress,  edited  by  an 
ex -member  of  Confess  from  Kentucky. 

The  CLERK.  Tlicre  is  no  question  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  rise  to  a  cersoijalexpla- 
nation.    Am  I  to  proceed?    [l^ud  cries  w  HGk) 


on!**]    Then  the  Clerk  will  please  read  what  I 

sent  to  his  desk. 

The  Clerk  read  as  foUowa: 

"  Since  the  opening  of  Congrean,  there  have  been  occa- 
sional rich  developmeotiu  growing  out  <^  the  embittered 
state  of  fbpljng  bi'tween  tne  nordlem  and  southern  Know 
Nothings.  IT  things  e<mtinu«  in  tlieir  preMnt  «liu«  miteh 
longer,  all  the  rascality  ever  contemplated  or  praoticed  by 
the  party  will  soon  leak  out«  for  there  arc  many  leaky  ves- 
sels among  the  brotherhooa  at  Washington.  A  few  days 
ago,  in  a  debate  which  occurred  between  Mr.  Campbkll, 
or  Kentuoky,  and  Mr.  Howarb,  of  Michi|^,  tha  ftuner 
ind^ulgcd  in  some  strictures  upon  the  resolutions  of  the  late 
bolters  convention  at  Cincinnati,  when  Mr.  Howard  asked 
if  £.  B.  Bartlett,  of  Kentucky,  the  highest  officer  of  the 
order  in  the  United  States^  was  not  present  at  that  conrenr 
tion,  if  he  did  not  approve  the  resolutions,  and  sa^r  that  the 
South  ought  tOy  anq  woukl,  adopt  them  as  the  basis  of  com- 
promise between  the  two  sections  of  the  patty?  This  was 
a  poser,  and  Mr.  Campbbll,  well  knowing  it  all  to  be  true, 
made  no  direct  reply.  We  think  alter  Bartlett'a  oacial 
presence  at  the  AbolitioD  convention,  his  iodoraament  of 
Its  resolves,  and  the  pledge  he  gave  of  support  JTrom  the 
SouUi,  it  was  well  for  Mr.  Campbell  to  shut  up.*' 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  When  I  see  an  article 
from  a  gentleman  who  has  occupied  a  seat  on 
this  floor  for  six  years,  in  its  statements  directly 
contrary  to  the  professed  and  open  sentiments 
of  those  with  whom  I  have  acted,  it  is  necessary 
that  the  attention  of  the  couiitry  should  be  called 
to  it.  I  now  assert  here  in  my  place  that  the 
spirit  and  substance  of  the  statement  of  that 
article  are  false. 

The  House  proceeded  to  vote  the  one  Imndredth 
time  for  Speaker,  with  the  following  result:  Whole 
number  of  votes  cast,  200;  necessary  to  a  choice, 
101;  of  which — 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks  received 90 

William  A.Richardson 68 

Henry  M.FmUer 39 

Alexander  C.  M.  Pennington 5 

James  L.  Orr 3 

John  Williams 1 

Gilchrist  Porter 1 

Henry  Bennett 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  Banka — Messrs.  Allison,  Barbour,  Henry  Ben> 
nett,  Benson,  Bin^uun,  Btahop^  Bliss,  Bradshaw,  Buflhig- 
ton,  Burlingamc,  Jame$  H.  Campbell, Lewis  D.  Cnrnphefi, 
Chafloe,  Clawson,  Colfax,  Coniinfl^ragin,  Cumback,  Dam- 
rell,  Timothy  Dans,  Day,  Dean,  De  Witt,  Dick,  Dickson, 
Dodd,  Dnrl'ce,  Emrie,  Flagler,  Giddings,  Gilbert,  Oranaer, 
Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan,  Holloway, Thomas  fi.  Hor- 
too,  Valentine  B.  Horton,  Howard,  Huch8ton,KelseT,  King, 
Knapp,  Knight,  Knowlton.  Leiter,  Matteson,  McCarty, 
Meacham,  KilHan  Miller,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Mott,  Afurray, 
Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Partcr,  Pcsree,  Pehon,  Penning- 
ton, Pottit,  Pike,  Pringle,  Purviaucc,  Ritchie,  Robbing, 
Robcrti),  Sabin,  Sage,  Sapp,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Spinner, 
Stanton.  Htranahan,  Tappan,  Thur^!^on,  Trafton.  Tyson, 
Wade,  Wakemnn,  Walbriduc,  Waldron,  Cadwalader  C. 
Washbunie,  Ellihu  B.  Wasbburne,  Israel  vVaslibum,  Wat- 
son. Welch,  W^ood,  Woodruff,  and  Woodworth. 

For  Mr.  Richard»on — Messrs.  Aiken,  Bell,  Hendley  8. 
Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce,  Branch,  Brooks,  Burnett, 
Cadwalader,  Caruthers,  Caskie.  CHngman,  Howell  Cobb, 
WiUianwon  R.  W.  Cobb,  Craigr,  Davidson,  Denver,  Dow- 
doll,  Edmondson,  Elliott,  Faulkner,  Flwcnce,  Thomas  J. 
D.  Fuller,  Goode,  Greenwood,  Au!(u.<itu^  HaJl,  Sampson 
W.  Harris,  Thomas  L.  Harris,  Herbert,  Hickman,  Hou;*- 
ton,  Jewett,  George  W.  Jones,  Keitt,  Kelly,  Ktdwell, 
Letchar,  Lumpkin,  Samuel  S.  Marshall,  Maxwell,  MrMul- 
lin,  McQueen,  Smith  Miller,  Millson,  Mordecai  Oliver, 
Orr,  Packer,  Peck,  Plielps,  Powell,  Quitman.  Ru^,  Rust, 
Sandidge,  Savage,  Samuel  A.  smith,  William  emith, 
Stephens,  Stewart,  Talbott,  Taylor,  Vail,  Warner,  Wat- 
kins,  Winalow,  Daniel  B.  Wri^it,  and  Jolm  V.  Wr%bt. 

For  Mr.  Fui^— Messrs.  John  P.  Campbell,  Carlile,  Bay- 
ard Clark,  Cox,  Cullen,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Etheridge,  ! 
Eusti'*,  Evans,  Fo:*ter,  J.  Morris»on  Harris,  HoffhiaB,  Ken- 
nett,Lake,Lindley,  Hnmphrey  Marshall,  Millward,  Paine, 
Porter,  Puryear,  Readc,  Ready,  Ricaud,  Bivora,  wilttam 
R.  Smith,  SneedlSwope,Trippe,  Underwood,  Valk,  WlUt- 
ney.  and  ZolIicolTer. 

lor  Mr.  Penninsion — Messrs.  Dann,  Edwanis,  Harri- 
son, Moore,  and  Scott. 

Jtor  Mr.  Orr— Messrs.  Richardson  and  WiUiaoif . 

For  Mr.  WiUiawu—Mr.  Whwler. 

For  Mr.  PoWcr— Mr.  Henrj-  M.  Fuller.  • 

Fbr  Mr.  Bennett— Mr.  Brenton. 

Pending  the  call  of  the  roH, 

Mr.  FLORENCE  stated  that  his  colleagiie, 
Mr.  Barclay,  Had  paired  off  with  Mr.  Gallo- 
way. 

Mr.  ROBISON  (when  his  name  was  called) 
said:  It  has  been  8ugg;e8ted  to  mc,  since  I  pro- 
pounded my  question  to  the  ^ntleman  from 
Massachusetts,  that  some  days  since  he.publicly 
declined  to  answer  any  more  qucstiort^s,  and  my 
own  recollection  is  that  he  did  so.  I  shall  there- 
fore, for  the  present,  withhold  my  vote  until  I 
can  satisfjr  myself  upon  that  point. 

Mr.  B-iNKS.  That  there  may  seem  to  be  no 
discourtesy  on  my  part  towards  the  grentleman 
^m  Pennsylvania,  it  may  be  proper  for  me  to 
say,' after  the  remark  he  has  made,  that  courtesy 
to  the  House,  and  especially  to  the  gentleman 


from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Boyce,]  requires  me 
to  adhere  to  the  declaration  I  made,  some  days 
since,  under  what  I  thought  to  be  a  safe  prece- 
dent. Upon  the  subjects  to  which  the  gentleman 
has  alluded,  I  h^ve  heretofore  expressed  ray 
opinions,  and  they  stand  upon  the  records  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  ROBISON.  Arc  they  the  same  stiH,  Mr. 
Banks?    rCrios  of  «*  Call  the  roll !'T 

Mr.  VALK  (when  his  name  was  called)  said: 
Mr.  Clerk,  t  have  voted  for  the  past  Are  weeks 
for  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvanis; 
and,  as  I  desire  my  people  to  know  trAy  I  have 
thus  voted,  and  shall  continue  to  vote,  I  wiOhere 
in  my  place  give  my  reasons.  I  have  voted  for 
Mr.  Fuller,  because  he  is  a  firm  and  ardent  sop- 

forter  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
have  voted  for  hina,  because  under  no  circum- 
stances would  he  be  willing  to  *•  let  the  Union 
slide.  '*  I  have  voted  for  liim,  because  he  is  a  true- 
born  native  of  the  soil  of  the  Keystone  Slate ; 
and,  lastly,  because  he  is  utterly  and  firmly  op- 
posed to  the  agitation  of  the  slavery  question, 
Doth  in  Confess  or  out  of  it.  For  these  reasons 
I  vote  for  Mr.  Fitller. 

Mr.  ALLEIN  (having  previously  voted)  said: 
I  desire  to  inquire  if  my  colleague,  Mr.  jSlkox, 
has  voted  on  Uiis  ballot.' 

The  CLERK.    He  has  not. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  I  then  desire  to  say  to  the 
House,  that  I  agreed  this  morning  to  pair  off 
with  him.  We  did  not  fix  upon  the  time  that  we 
were  to  leave.  I  understand  that  he  has  not  been 
in  the  House  during  this  ballot,  and  presumiofthst 
he  has  left  under  the  agreement  we  made  i  tt^ 
call  my  vote.     [Cries  of  "  That  is  ri^t ! "] 

The  result  of  the  vote  was  then  announced  as 
recorded  above 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Kentucky,  (6t  fifteen 
minutes  after  four  o  'clock,  p.m.,)  moved  that  the 
House  do  now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

The  House  proceeded  to  vote  the  one.  hundred 

and  first  time  for  Speaker,  with  the  foUowing 

resulti  Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  192;  neces- 

aary  to  a  choice,  97;  qf  which — 

NaUianiel  P.  Banks  received .8S 

William  A.  Ricliardson . . . , 65 

Henry  M.  Puller ^.  SB 

Alexander  C.  M.  Pennington 5 

James  L.  Orr ,.    9 

Henry  Bennett.. 1 

Gtlcbrist  Porter 1 

Elishai).  Cnllen 1 

John  Williams 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  dettiil : 

For  Mr.  BttnAs— Messrs.  Albriobt,  Allison.  Bmrboof,  Hea- 
17  Bennett,  Bensan,  Bingham,  Bradahaw,  Buflmgton,  Bar* 
lingame,  James  H.  Campbell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  CaeLfTeOf 
Clawi*on,  Colfkx,  Comins,  Crajnn,  Cumback,  DamreU,  TUn- 
othy  Davig;  Day,  Dean,  De  Will,  Dickson,  Dodd,  Darfte, 
Bmric,  Filler,  Giddinpi,  Groni^r,  Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall, 
Harlan,  Holloway,  Thomas  B.  Horton, Valentine  B.  Hoviod, 
Howard,  Hudiston,  KcUey,  King,  Kuapp, J^^bt,  Kaawl- 
too,  Inciter,  maueson,  Meachum,  Killion^^Br,  Mofcaa, 
Morrill,  Mott,  Murray,  Norton,  Andrcw^^Per,  Ponter, 
Pelton,  Pennington,  Pettit,  Hke,  Pringle,  Purvtenre, 
Bitctue,  Bobbins,  Roberts,  Sainn,  Baga,  eapp,  ShenaaB, 
Simmonfi,  Spinner,  Stantdn,  Btronabiui,  TappuuTtiorinf- 
ton,  Todd,  Trartoii,  Tyson,  Wade,  Wakeman,  WalbrMife, 
Waldron,  Cadwalader  C.  Washburne,  Ellihu  B.  Wash- 
bnme,  Israel  Washburn,  Watson,  Welch,  Wood,  Wood- 
rutr,  and  Woodwonlv , 

For  Mr.  iZtcikardion— Messrs.  Aiken,  BeU,  Bocock, 
Bowie,  Bnycc,  Branch,  Brooks,  Bnmett,  Cadwidsder,  Ca- 
ruthers, Ca>kie.  Clingmoii,  Howdl  Cobb,  WilUamma  It. 
W.  Cobb,  DaviOMn,  Denver,  Dowdell,  Edmondson,  BlDoo, 
Englifb,  Faulkner,  Florcaiee,  Tboroae  J.  D.  FuUer,  Goodt^ 
Greenwood,  Augustus  Hall,  Sampan  W.  Uiuri»,  Tbomas 
L.  Harris,  Herbert,  Hickman,  Housston,  JcweU,Greorge  W. 
Joncfi,  Keitt,  Kelly,  Kidwell,  Letcher,  Lnmpkin,  BoimKi 
S.  Marshall,  Maxwell,  McMulliii,  McQueen.  Smith  Mittmf 
Millison,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Packer,  PnelpR,  PowvM, 
Quitman,  Ruffin,  Bust,  Sandidge,  Savage,  Samuel  A.  Smdtli» 
William  SmithjStcphens,  Stewart. Talbott, Taylor,  War- 
ner, Watkins,  W^nslow,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  and  Joan  V. 
Wright. 

For  Mr.  fW(cr  —  Messrs.  John  P.  Campbeil,  CarUley 
Cox.  Cullen,  Henry  Wintce  Davis.  Etheridge,  Evans,  £a»- 
tis,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Hotfman,  Keunett,  Lake.  Lindlcy, 
Humphrey  Marshall.  Paine,  Porter,  Puryear,  Roade,  Headji 
Bicaud,  Rirer«,  William  R.  Snuth4  Snecd,  Swope,  Triple, 
Underwood,  Yolk,  Whitney,  and  ZoUicoffer. 

For  Mr.  Pennington— Messrs.  Dunn,  Edwards,  RarriMOa 
Haven,  and  Scott. 

For  Mr.  Orr—Memn.  IHchardftOn  and  Winiams. 

For  Mr.  Porterr^Mt.  Beaiy  M.  FoUet. 

For  Mr.  Btnnett — Mr.  Brenton. 

For  Mr.  Cullen— Mr.  Millward. 

For  Mr.  WiUiam.*— Mr.  Wheeler. 

Mr.  FLORENCE  stated  that  Mr.  Pkc«  had 
paired  off  with  Mr.  Thurston. 
Mr.  Q.UITMAN  stated  that  his  coUeagtus^ 


1956; 
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Mea^rs.  BAmsBDALs  and  HsNDDBt  S.  Btmnm*, 
h«»  pauned  off. 

Mr.  ENGLISH  stated  that  he  had  not  TOted 
oit  tiie  one  hundredth  ballot  for  the  reason  that 
h«  hod  paired  off  for  that  one  vot«  with  Mr.  Al- 
BmaoT; 

AAertJie  i^emik  was  announced^ 

Bfr.  KBITT  moved  thai  Ike  Hooaa  do  now 
aiUeamj 

Mr.  WHITNEY.  I  oalt  for  teUsra  on  thai 
motion. 

The  CLERK  appointed  Measi^.  Wbitwbt  and 
WAX3BroaE  to  act  as  tellers. 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  tellersre^orted — 
ayes  31 « noes  9L 

Mr.  ZOLLICX)FFER.  I  caU  for  the  yeas  and 
nays* 

Mr.  SNEED.  I  more  that  there  be  &  oall  of 
tke  House. 

The  CLERK.  That  motion  is  not  in  order, 
pending  the  motion  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  1  call  for  telleis  upon  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Mt^ULUN 
and  Bradshaw  were  appointed. 

The  House  was  then  divided;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  33,  noes  110. 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  orde^,  ode  fiAh 
TOting  in  fsTor  thereof. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  it  was  de* 
ctded  in  the  negative— yeas  40,  nayff  14d;  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS-'Mefltn.  Aikea.  Bell.  Boyoe,  John  P.  Campbell, 
QBrfile,Canithej[s.  Bayard  CJark,  Cox,  CuUen^  Henry  Win- 
ter Davi«^  Day.  Etheridffe^  Eustis.  Evans,  Henry  M.  Fuller, 
Sampson  W.  Harris,  Harrison,  Haven,  Hoflftaian,  Kennett, 
LalK,  Lindley,  McMulIln,  McUaeen,  Millward,  Orr,  Paine, 
Parker.  Ponen  Powell,  Kesde.  Ready,  Bicaud,  Biven,  Sav- 
agc,  William  smith,  Sneed,  Trippe,  Underwood,  Wheeler, 
Whitney,  and  2U>Ilico0fer— 40. 

NATB^Messrs.  Albright,  Allison,  Banks.  Birbonr,  BSK 
dsy.  Henry  Bennett*  Benson,  Bingham,  Boeock,  Bowie, 
Bradshaw,  Branch,  BrentoD,  Bufiinflton,Burlinfame,  Bur- 
nett, Cadwalader,  James  H.  Campbell,  Lewis  D.  Camp- 
ben,  Caskle.Cball^.  Clawson,  Clingman,  Howell  Cobb, 
WiUiamson  S.  W.  Cobb,  Colfax,  Coniins,Cragin,  Cumback, 
DttmreU,  Davidsoi^ Timothy  Davis,  Dean,Desver,  De  Witt, 
Biek,  Dixon,  Dodo,  Dowdeil,  Duun,  Dorfee,  Edmundson, 
Bd  wards.  ElHott,  Emrie,  English,  Flakier,  Florence,Tbomaa 
J.  D.  Fuller,  Galloway,  Giddings,  GUbeit,  Granger,  Green- 
wood, Grow,  Awrasttts  Hall,  Robert  B.  HaU,  Harlan,  Her- 
bert, Hiekman,  HoUoway,  Valentine  B.  Horton,  Houston, 
Howam,  Hufhston,  Jewett,  George  W.  Jones,  Ki  " 


»ey, 

I^etcher,  ^.m<.»^..,  ^»^^^.»,  *«vv.«*jrt  x«,.«,«»«.,  ^..^uw. 
Miller,  Smith  MiHer,  Motgan,  Mott,  Murray,  Andrew  Oli- 
ver, Mordeeal  Oliver,  Packer,  Pelton,  Pennington,  Pettit^ 
Phelps,  Pike,  Prii^^  Purviance,  Purvear.  Quitntta,  Rich- 
curdson^tchie,  Robbms,  Roberts,  Ruffln,  Rust,  Sabin,  Sage, 
Bandi^^>  Sapp,  Scott,  Sherman,  Sinrmons,  Samuel  A. 
Smith,  William  R.  Smith,  Spinner,  Stanton,  Stephens, 


EBlhu  B.  Washbume,  Israel  Washburn,  Watkins.  Watson, 
Welch,  WiUiama,  Winslow,  Wood,  Woodruff,  Wood- 
wofth,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  and  John  V.  Wright— 143. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Pendiiiji  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  DUNN  (when  his  name  was  called)  said: 
I  suppose  it  is  the  object  of  g^entlemen,  by  oppos* 
ing  all  motions  to  adjourn,  to  overcome  our  bruU 
natures,  and  in  that  way  force  tlie  acquiescence 
of  our  minda  in  that  which  our  reason  and  con- 
science  disapprove.  I  hare  rarely  seen  such 
efforts  result  otherwise  than  in  mischief.  In  £ict, 
it  has  sometimes  proven  to  be  a  s^ord  that  cut 
the  hand  that  held  it;  and  hence,  as  a  general 
diing,  it  is  perhaps  best  to  transact  the  grave 
business  of  life  in  the  usual  hours,  cooUy,  dis- 
passionately, and  without  resort  to  unreasonable 
or  coercive  measures  to  induce  results.  Never- 
thelesa^  as  some  gentlemen  show  a  fixed  purpose 
to  resort  to  this  extraordinary  and  very  question^ 
able  effort  to  compass  their  ends,  I  am  willing 
they  should  have  all  the  benefit  of  their  trial. 
This  resort  must  operate  as,  inconveniently — ^it 
may  be  as  injuriously — upon  me  physically  as  it 
poraibly  can  upon  any  member  or  this  House — 
adll,  sir,  I  wilt  abide  it,  come  what  may;  and  I 
sincerely  hope  that  those  gentlemen  who  are  now 
insisting  upon  this  contest  of  animal  endurance 
win  not  change  their  purpose  until  we  have  a 
8f>eaker.  Let  us  have  no  relaxation  qf  muscle  in 
this  spasm  (f  patriotism,  I  shall  therefore,  to  oblige 
them^  vote  gainst  the  resolution  to  adjourn  now, 
and  until  t£e  wisdom  of  brute  foru  shall  have 
been  thorowl^  tested.    I  vote  no. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  move  a  call  of  th« 
House. 

The  motion  was  disagreed  to. 


Mr.  ETHERIDGE.  I  believe  that  all  the  dif- 
ficulty which  now  prevents  an  adjoummentrrows 
out  of  the  fact,  that  a  night  or  two  ago  our  Dem- 
ocratic friends  passed  a  resolution  that  they  would 
not  vote  for  a  recess  or  a  motion  to  aji^oum  until 
a  Speaker  should  be  elected.  That  rules  is  now 
in  iuU  operation  xxpim  the  House,  and  to  relieve 
ourselves  fVom  the  embarrassment  I  move  to 
rescind  that  rule.    CLaughter.] 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  If  ny  colleague 
is  certain  that  this  is  a  Democratic  caucus,  as  I 
was  chairman  of  that  caucus,  I  will  take  the  chair, 
and  call  the  caucus  to  order.  [Renewed  laugh- 
ter. Cries  of  "  CaU  the roU!*T 

The  House  proceeded  to  vote  the  one  hundred 
aiid  second  time  for  Speaker,  with  the  following 
result:  Whole  number  of  votes  oast,  199;  neces- 
sary to  a  choice  100,  of  which — 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks  received 9D 

William  A.  BlchaidBOn 68 

Henry  M.  PuUer 38 

Alexander  C.  M.  Pennington 6 

James  L.  Orr..... SI 

John  Willianifl 1 

Gilchrist  Porter 1 

.   HenxyBennett, 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail; 

For  Mr.  BemJb— Memrs.  Albright,  Allison,  Barb<mr, 
Henry  Bennett,  Benson.  Bingham,  Bradshaw,  Bufflngton. 
Borlingame,  James  H.  CampbeU.  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Chaf- 
fee, Clawson,  Colfax,  Comins,  Cfragin,  Cumback,  Damrell, 
Timothy  Davis.  Day,  Dean,  De  Witt,  Dick,  Dickson, 
Dodd,  Durfce,  Bmrie,  rlagler,  Galloway,  Giddii^,  Gilbert, 
Granger,  Grow,  Itobert  B.Hall,  Hailan,  HoUoway,  Thomas 
B.  Horton,  Valentine  B>  Horton,  Howard,  Hugtraton,  Kel- 


Sabin,  Sage,  8app,  Shennan,  Simmons,  Bfdnner,  Stanton, 
Stranahan,  Tappan,  Tborington.  Thurston,  Todd,  Trafton, 
Tyson.  Wade,  Wakeman.  Walbridge,  Waldron,  Cadwal- 
ader C.  Washbume,  ElHhn  B.  Washbume,  Israel  Wash- 
burn, Watson,  Wood,  Woodruil^  and  Woodworth. 

For  Mr,  Richardton — Messrs.  Aiken,  Barclay,  Barks- 
dale,  Bell.  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce,  Branch,  Brooks,  Burnett, 
Cadwalader,  Carutheis,  Caskie,  Clingman,  Howell  Cobb, 
Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Davidson,  Denver,  Dowdeil, 
Bdmundson,  Elliott,  EngUih,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Thomas 
J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode,  Greenwood,  Augustus  HaU,  Sampson 
W.  Harris,  Thomas  L.  Harris,  Herbert,  Houston,  Hickman, 
Jewett,  George  W.  Jones,  Keitt,  Kelly,  KidweU,  Letcher, 
liumpkin,  Samuel  S.  Marshall.  Maxwell,  McMulUn,  Mc- 
Oueen,  Smith  MUler,  MUlsoa,  Mordecai  01iver,Orr,  Packer, 
Peck,  Phelps,  PoweU,  Quitman,  Ruffin,  Rust,  Sandidge, 
Savage,  Samuel  A.  Smith.  Stephens,  Stewart,  Talbott, 
Taylor,  Vail,  Warner,  Watkins,  Winslow,  Daniel  B. 
Wright.  SDd  John  V.  Wright. 

For  Mr.  FuUer—Memn.  JohA  P.  Campbell,  Cariile.  Cos, 
Cullen,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Etherfdge,  Eustis,  Hoffman, 
Kennett.  Lake,  Lindley,  Humphrey  Marshall,  MiUward, 
Paine,  Porter,  Puryear,  Reade,  Ready,  Ricand,  Rivers, 
WUliam  R.  Smith,  Sneed,  Swope,  Trippe,  Underwood, 
Valk,  Whitney,  and  ZoUicoffer. 

For  Mr.  Pennington — Messrs.  Dunn,  Edwards,  Harrison, 
Haven ,  Moore ,  and  Scott. 

For  Mr.  Orr— Messrs.  Richtvdson  and  WISfBini. 

For  Mr.  Wmiami-^MT.  Wheeler. 

For  Mr.  Porttr—Mx.  Henry  M.  Fullfr. 

For  Mr.  Bennett— Mr.  Bredton. 

Pending  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  EDIE  gave  notice  that  he  had  paired  off 
with  Mr.  CiuiGK,  of  North  Carolina,  until  to- 
morrow at  twelve  o'clock. 

Mr.  GALLOWAY.  As  some  doubt  haa  been 
expressed  as  to  whether  a  majority  of  the  dele- 
gation from  Ohio  has  properly  expressed  the  sen- 
timents of  thq  people  of  that  State,  I  propose  to 
reMi,  in  justification  of  the  vote  which  has  already 
been  given  by  a  majority  of  that  delegation,  and 
in  explanation  of  our  present  vj^te,  and  the  votes 
which  may  hereaAer  be  given  by  them,  a  tele- 
graphic dispatch  iust  received  from  the  State  of 

Ohio.    It  is  as  follows: 

CoLUKBCS,  January  8, 1856. 

Sib  :  The  following  n>«ioluUon  was  unanimnn«ly  adopted 
b^  the  Republican  and  American  Senators  of  Ohio,  twenty- 
nine  in  number : 

«  Resolved,  That  we,  the  anti-Nebraska  membera  of  the 
Senate  of  the  General  Aniderably  of  the  State  of  Ohio^  having 
come  recentiy  from  amnne  the  people  of  the  State,  and 
being,  a$  we  believe,  intimately  acquainted  with  their 
views  and  sentiment!*,  are  well  assured  that  a  large  major- 
ity of  the  citizens  of  the  Htato  approve  the  course  nureued 
and  adopted  by  the  majority  of  our  delegation  in  Congress 
in  regard  to  the  election  of  Speaker,  and  they  eamently 
desire  to  see  a  uuanimuuii  vote  by  the  members  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  from  tht*  State  for  a  Speaker  known  to 
be  opposed  to  the  fhrther  extension  of  slavery.*' 

A.  KELLY. 
Bon.  Samuel  6a.lloway. 

Mr.  HA  RRISON.    So  far  as  my  action  in  this 
House  may  have  been  referred  to  in  the  tele^ 
graphic  dispatch  from  Ohio,  which  has  just  been  . 
rcaa,  I  have  only  to  say  that  I  owe  no  allegiance  I 


to  any  RepuMieali -American  party— that  I  was 
nominated  by  the  Simon-pure  American  party, 
voted  fbr  by  them,  and  elected  by  them;  and  so' 
long  as  I  shall  have  the  honor  of  a  seat  upon  thitf 
floor  I  lAall  do  lity  utmost  to  carry  out  American 
principles.    I  vote  for  Mr.  PtwnrCTOK. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  dislike  the  pj'actic*  gen* 
tlemen  of  this  Hoiise  have  got  into  6t  moking 
persomd  explanations  when  their  names  are 
caUed;  but,  lest  I  should  be  regarded  aS  unfash- 
ionable, I  desire  to  trespass  upon  the  attention  of 
the  House  for  five  minutes  or  more.  I  desire  to' 
know  of  my  Democratic  friends,  with  whom  it 
has  been  my  pride  and  nleasure  to  act,  and  who 
were  present  on  Saturday  night  at  the  caucus 
which  adopted  the  resolution  by  which  to  en- 
deavor to  settle  this  question  of  the  speakership 
by  a  test  of  physical  endurance,  what  tney  eitpect 
to  accomplish  oy  it  ?  If  any  gentleman  who  was 
in  that  caucus  can  satisfy  me  that  by  remaining 
here  during  the  night  an  election  can  be  had,  I 
will  act  with  them;  but  I  hold  that  such  action 
is  not  in  accordance  with  the  usages  of  the  party. 
Do  you  expect  to  obtain  an  advantage  by  tne  ao- 
sence  of  members,  produced  by  indisposition  or 
otherwise  ?  I  regret,  sir,  to  differ  with  the  great 
national  Democratic  party.  I  desire  an  organiza- 
tion of  this  House  as  much  as  any  man  upon  this 
floor;  but  fair  play  is  a  jewel.  Why  not  meet 
the  question  like  men,  and  not  endeavor  to  settle 
Ais  matter  by  a  test  of  physical  endurance  ?  t 
would  not  attend  the  caucus  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred, for  the  reason  that  I  feared  such  a  resolu- 
tion would  be  introduced  and  adopted.  I  am 
opposed  to  such  a  policy. 

But,  I  repeat,  if  any  member  of  the  Democratic 
party  will  satisfy  me  that  we  cau  effect  an  election 
oy  a  protittcted  session,  I  will  remain  here  to-night 
and  to-morrow  night.  If  I  am  not  so  satisfied,  I 
shall  take  occasion  to  move  an  adjournment  when- 
ever I  think  best.    I  vote  for  Mr.  Ricuaeoson. 

Mr.  MOORE.  The  telegraphic  dispatch  which 
has  been  read  by  my  colleague,  [Mr.  (i  allow  at,] 
from  the  twenty-nine  Senators  fVom  the  State  or 
Ohio,  has  been  read,  I  suppose,  either  for  the 
purpose  of  operating  as  a  salve  for  the  nineteen 

gentlemen  from  that  State  on  this  floor  who  havo 
een  voting  for  Mr.  Banks,  or  for  the  purpose  of 
ringing  in  two  gentlemen  who  have  seen  proper 
to  vote  against  Mr.  Banks.  Now,  so  far  as  I 
am  concerned,  it  is  sufficient  for  me  to  say,  that 
I  do  not  represent,  on  this  floor,  the  twenty-nine 
Senators  wno  have  spoken,  but  I  represent  the 
tenth  congressional  district  of  the  State  of  Ohio. 
I  came  here  to  speak  their  sentiments,  and  not 
the  sentiments  of  twenty*  nine  men  who  may  have 
happened  to  be.  sent  to  the  city  of  Columbus  as 
Senators.  If  I  came  here  to  represent  any  one 
Senator,  it  would  certainly  be  that  Senator  whp 
came  from  my  own  distnct;  and  I  now  prdposo 
to  read  what  ne  says  in  reference  to  ray  course. 
[Cricsof  "Read!"  ♦•Read!"]  I  hold  in  my  hand 
a  letter  dated  December  21,  1655,  up  to  which 
time  I  had  been  voting  against  Mr.  Banks,  as  I 
have  been  ever  since.    He  says  in  that  fttter: 

**  Your  coorte  in  reference  to  tbe  election  of  a  Speaker 
is  acceptable  to  your  consUtuents,  so  ihr  as  I  am  advised.'* 

A  Voice.    Who  is  that  letter  fVom? 

Mr.  MOORE.  From  the  Senator  of  my  dis- 
trict-^H.  S.  Bundy,  one  of  the  twenty -nine. 
[Laughter.] 

The  call  of  the  roll  was  resumed,  and  the  re- 
sult announced  as  above. 

Mr.  MILLWARD,  (at  ten  minutes  past  six, 
p.  m.)    I  move  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  ETHERIDQE.  On  that  motion  I  call  for 
tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered,  and  Messrs.  Whkklkr 
and  Thobington  were  appointed. 

The  House  was  diviaed;  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported—ayes 19,  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn.  ^ 

The  House  proceeded  to  vote  the  one  hundred 
and  third  time  for  Speaker,  with  the  following 
result:  Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  196;  neces- 
sary to  a  choice,  99;  of  which — 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks  re<^ived ^....:.99 

WUliam  A.  Richardson M 67 

Henry  M.  Fuller 5» 

Alexander  C.  M.  Pennington 6 

Bahiuel  Canithers 9 

James  L.  Orr 1 

John  Wiiliams 1 

'  .Henr^  Bennett 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 


180 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


January  9, 


The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr,  BonJItf— Menri.  Albright,  Allison,  Barbour,  Hen< 
ry  Bennett,  Benson,  Binffham,  BiBhop,  BUm,  Bradsbaw, 
Bu(!u)gton,  Burlingaine,  James  H.  Campbell,  Lewis  P. 
Campbell,  Chaffee,  Clawson,  Coltax,  Coinins,  Cragin, 
Cumback.  Damrell,  Timothy  Davis.  Day,  Dean,  De  Wiu, 
Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd,  Durfee,  Emrie,  Flagler,  Galloway, 
Qiddings,  Gilbert,  Granscr,  Grow,  Bobert  B.  Hall,  Harlan, 
Holloway,  Thomas  R.  Horton,  Valentine  B.  Uorton,  How- 
ard, Huffhston,  Kelsey,  Kine,  Rnapp,  Knight,  Knowlton, 
Leiter.Motieson,McCarty,  Mcacham,  Killian  Miller,  Mor- 
gan, MorrilJ,  Mott,  Murray,  Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew  Oli- 
ver, Pearce,  Pelton,  Pettit,  Pike,  Pringle,  Purviance, 
Bitchie,  Boberts,  Sabin,  Sage,  Sapp,  Sherman,  Simmons, 
Spinner.  Stanton,  Stranahan,  Tappan,  Thorington,  Thurs- 
ton, Todd,  Trnfton,  Tyson,  Wade,  Wakeman,  Walbridge, 
Waldron,  Cadwalader  C.  Washbunie,  EUihu  B.  Wasli- 
bume,  Israel  Washburn,  Watson,  Welch,  Wood,  Wood- 
ruff, and  Woodworlh. 

For  Mr.  Ridutrdson — Messrs.  Aiken,  Barclay,  Barks- 
dale,  Bell,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce.  Branch,  Brooks,  Bur- 
nett. Cadwalader,  Caruthers,  Caskie,  Clingroaii,  Ilowcll 
Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Davidson,  Denver,  Dow- 
dell,  Edmundson,  Elliott,  English,  Faulkner,  Florence, 
Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Ooode,  Greenwood,  Sampson  W. 
Harris,  Thomas  L.  Harris.  Herbert,  Hickman,  Houston, 
Jeweit,  George  W.  Jones,  Keitt,  Kelly,  Kidwcll,  Letcher, 
Lumpkin,  Samuel  S.  Marshall,  Maxwell,  McMullin,  Mc- 
Ciueen,  Smith  Miller.  MillBon,Mordecai  Oliver,Orr,  Parker, 
Pock,  Phelps,  Powell,  Cluitman,  Ruffin.  Rust,  Sandldge, 
Savage,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  Stephens,  »tc%vait,  Talbott, 
Taylor,  Vail.  Warren,  Waikins,  Winslow,  Daniel  B. 
Wright,  and  John  V.  V\  right. 

For  Jtfr./'uWCT--— Messrs.  John  P.Campbell,  Carlile,  Cox, 
Cullcn,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Eustis,  J.  Morrison  Harris, 
Hoffman,  Kennett,  Lake,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Rlillward, 
Paine,  Porter,  Puryear,  Reade,  Ready,  Ricaud,  Rivers, 
William  R.  Smith,  Sneed,  Swope,  Trippe,  Underwood, 
Valk,  and  Zolhcoffer. 

For  Mr.  Pennington — Messrs.  Dunn,  Edwards,  Harrison, 
Haven,  Moore,  and  Scott. 

For  Mr.  CanUkers-^Mcs»sn.  Etheridge  and  Richardson. 

For  Mr.  Orr— Mr.  WilUams. 

For  Mr.  FKii/urm*— Mr.  Vv^hceler. 

For  Mr.  Bennett — Mr.  Brenton. 

Pending:  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  DICK  (when  his  name  was  called)  said: 
Mr.  Clerk,  as  I  understand  that  it  is  proposed  to 
continue  in  session  until  a  Speaker  oe  elected, 
and,  as  in  consequence  of  my  infirm  health,  I  can- 
not sit  outanightsession,!  nave  made  an  arrange- 
ment with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Kid- 
well]  to  pair  off  with  him.  Probably,  therefore, 
this  will  be  the  last  vote  that  I  will  give  to-night. 
In  the  prospect  of  an  election  of  Speaker  during 
the  nignt,  I  think  it  proper  to  define  my  position. 
Much  has  been  said  here,  sir,  in  defining  the  posi- 
tion of  gentlemen,  about  principles  of  nationahty. 
I  consider,  sir,  that  one  of  the  most  important 

Srinciples  of  nationality  is  univeraal  freedom, 
'n  that  principle  I  stand;  on  that  principle  I  have 
voted,  and  will  still  continue  to  vote.  I,  like  my 
colleague,  [Mr.  Fuller,  of  Pennsylvania,]  am 
opposed  to  the  restoration  of  the  Missouri  com- 
promise. But  I  oppose  it  on  a  different  principle 
from  that  on  which  he  opposes  it.  I  oppose  it, 
sir,  on  the  ground  that  a  vote  of  mine  for  the  res- 
toration of  Uie  Missouri  compromise  would  imply 
a  willingness  on  my  part  to  admit  territory  south 
of  that  fine  as  slave  territory.  Now,  I  am  utterly 
opposed  to  the  introduction  into  the  United  States 
of  any  more  slave  territory;  and  I  will  vote  for 
no  man  who  I  think  entertains  any  other  prin- 
ciple. And,  sir,  if  it  were  not  for  the  infirmity 
of  my  health,!  would  stand  hereon  that  principle 
and  vote  till  the  crack  of  doom.  I  vote  for  Mr. 
Banks. 

Mr.  KIDWELL  (when  his  name  was  called) 
said:  I  desire  to  state  that  I  have  agreed,  aAer 
this  vote,  to  pair  off  with  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Dice]  until  ten  o'clock  to- 
morrow morning. 

The  Clerk  continued  the  call  of  the  roll;  and 
the  vote  was  announced  as  above. 

Mr.  KEITT,  (at  ten  minutes  to  seven,  p.  m.) 
I  move  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  PAIN  E.    On  that  motion  I  call  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Paike  and 
CoMiNs  were  appointed. 

The  House  was  divided;  and  there  were — ayes 
14,  noes  91. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  KEITT.  I  move  that  there  be  a  call  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  demand  tellers  upon  the 
motion.  • 

A  MciKR.  There  is  no  quorum.  You  cannot 
go  on  to  tiike  any  votes  without  a  quorum. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  You  can  go  on 
and  call  the  roll,  and  if  there  is  no  quorum,  there 
will  be  no  election;  just  as  there  has  been  no  elec* 
tion  every  vot«  that  has  been  given  for  the  la^ 
five  woeks.  *" 


Mr.  RUPFIN.  The  Clerk  has  the  right  to 
count  the  House  and  ascertain  whether  a  quorum 
is  present.  He  has  that  right,  according  to  all 
precedent. 

Mr.  HUMPHREY  MARSHALL.  I  do  not 
see  that  anything  is  to  be  accomplished  by  refus- 
ing to  adjourn.  Those  gentlemen  who  have  voted 
for  the  fast  one  hundred  votes  without  change, 
will  not  change  their  votes,  if  we  sit  all  ni^Iit. 
There  are  no  particular  elements  here  for  an  im- 
mediate change.  I  move  that  the  House^o  ndw 
adjourn. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  House  refused 
to  adjourn. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  motion 
that  there  be  a  call  of  the  House,  upon  which 
tellers  had  been  demanded. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Wheeler 
and  Pearce  were  appointed. 

Mr.  KEITT.  I  understand  that  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri  [Mr.  Kennett]  desires  to  address 
some  remarks  to  the  House.  For  that  purpose 
I  will  withdraw  the  motion  that  there  be  a  call 
of  the  House.    

Mr.  KENNETT.  I  make  the  motion  that  the 
rule  of  the  House,  limitingdebate  here  to  speeches 
often  minutes  each,  be  rescinded. 

Now,  Mr.  Clerk,  I  believe  1  have  the  floor.  I 
make  that  motion,  and  upon  it  I  desire  to  submit 
a  few  remarks  upon  the  present  condition  of  the 
House.  [Cries  of  **  Go  on!"]  I  trust, sir,  that 
gentlemen  will  not  get  tired  of  a  little  talking. 
Sir,  if  we  are  to  sit  here  all  night,  voting,  and 
perhaps  all  day  to-morrow,  for  my  part  I  should 
greatly  prefer  to  see  gentlemen  come  pliunp  up 
to  the  scratch,  and  do  directly  what  they  thus 
propose  to  do  by  indirection. 

Mr.  Clerk,  who  are  the  parties  acting  with  the 
plurality  upon  this  floor,  voting  against  adjourn- 
ment? The  immortal  seventy -four.  Sir,  what 
is  the  object  of  these  gentlemen  who  have  pre- 
vented an  adjournment?  As  has  been  well  said 
by  my  friend  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  McMullin,] 
a  few  moments  ago,  it  is  not  with  the  slightest 
hope  of  securing  the  election  of  the  honorable 

fentleman  they  nave  all  along  kept  before  the 
louse  as  their  first  choice  for  Speaker.  No,  sir; 
it  can  be  only  with  the  hope  of  electing  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Banks.]  If 
that  be  the  case,  then  let  them  come  out  like  men — 
let  them  come  up  boldly  and  vote  for  an  election 
by  plurality.  Let  them  elect  Mr.  Banks  as 
Speaker,  and  take  the  responsibihty.  Let- them 
not  come  up  here  with  statements  of  having  paired 
off,  and  giving  their  reasons  for  the  last  vote  they 
ever  expect  to  give  for  Speaker.  Well,  sir,  I  am 
not  very  strong.  This  is  the  first  time  I  have 
attempted  to  address  the  House:  it  may  be  the 
last;  and  perhaps  I  had  better  take  this  oppor- 
tunity to  explain  why  I  have  so  long  stood  by 
my  friend  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Fuller,] 
and  still  intend  to  stand  by  him. 

It  is  true  that  I  have  got  no  long  telegraphic 
dispatches  from  home  to  me  here,  announcing  to 
me  that  my  friends  are  delighted  with  the  course 
I  have  pursued.  I  cannot  even  show  a  letter. 
But  I  take  it  for  granted  that  the  people  in  my 
district  are  satisfied  to  leave  their  interests  in  my 
hands,  and  have  nothing  to  say  upon  the  subject. 
I  take  tliat  to  be  a  fair  inference.  And,  sir, 
though  I  cannot  see  that  I  have  any  hope  of  elect- 
ing my  distinguished  friend  from  Pennsylvania 
by  standing  out  in  his  support,  yet  I  can  say  as 
an  old  lady  in  our  country  said  last  year,  to  con- 
sole herself  for  having  failed  to  raise  any  com  a 
year  £igo.  She  said,  **  It  is  true  that  I  have  raised 
no  corn,  but,  thank  God,  my  neighbors  are  no 
better  off.'*  [Laughter.]  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  other  branches,  or. factions,  or  divisions,  or 
whatever  you  may  choose  to  term  them,- in  this 
House,  stand  upon  pretty  much  the  same  ground, 
unless  I  except  my  friends  of  the  Democratic 
party.  They  are  not  satisfied  with  standing  on 
the  same  footing  with  other  people,  thanking  God 
that  they  stand  precisely  wnere  their  neighbors 
stand;  but  if  I  may  be  permitted  the  remark,  with- 
out intending  anything  discourteous  to  them,  they 
throw  themselves  back,  wrap  themselves  in  their 
cloaks,  and  thank  God  that  they  are  better  than 
other  people  are.  [Renewed  laughter.]  I  say 
they  thank  God  jhat  they  are  better  than  other 
men;  better  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  other 
men  who  stand  in  opposition  to  them  upon  this 
floor. 


I  think  the  fact  will  not  be  disputed  that  there 
are  at  least  one  hundred  and  fifty  out  of  the  two 
hundred  and  thirty  members  here  who  have  been 
elected  in  opposition  to  the  present  Administra- 
tion of  the  National  Government.  That  fact,  at 
least,  cannot  be  gainsayed.  It  may  be  said,  and 
said  truly,  that  that  Opposition  differ  amongst 
themselves — that  they  are  not  united  in  their 
efforts  to  elect  a  Speaker.  But  for  that  reason 
are  the  seventy -four  to  be  exempted  from  respon- 
sibility? Are  they  to  be  released  from  all  odiiun 
in  the  matter?  Are  they  to  be  exempted  on  the 
ground  that  they  are  the  plurality?  I  tell  them 
that  the  Banks  men  beat  them.  Upon  the  ground 
that  they  are  a  small  minority?  Certainly.  We 
who  are  voting  for  Mr.  Fuller  can  say  to  them 
as  the  Irishman  said,  **  We  are  twice  as  smaU 
as  you."  [Great  laughter.]  Or,  to  go  a  little 
furtner  down,  the  half  dozen  outsiders,  who  have 
been  voting  for  almost  anybody  in  general,  and 
nobody  in  pmrticular,  are  still  less  responsible. 
The  responsibility,  therefore,  remainswith  them — 
the  Democrats. 

But,  seriously,  what  has  that  party  in  this 
House,  on  which,  as  I  contend,  the  great  re- 
sponsibility does  rest,  done  towards  effecting  an 
organization  of  the  body?  They  have  offered 
us  a  highly  honorable  gentleman  from  Illinois, 
[Mr.  Richardson,]  my  friend,  and  one  for 
whom,  under  certain  circumstances,  I  could  and 
would  have  voted  with  the  greatest  pleasure.  .  I 
have  not  required  that  that  gentleman  shall  be 
taken  down  and  some  other  put  in  his  place,  in 
order  that  1  may  vote  for  a  man  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  I  believe  that  he  is  among  the  best, 
if  not  the  noblest  Roman  of  them  all.  He  is  a 
western  man,  and  my.  neighbor;  and  I  could  vote 
for  him  with  great  pleasure  if  I  had  ever,  since 
the  first  attempt  to  organize  the  House,  had  a 
chance;  but  we  have  had  none.  Those  gentle- 
men have  not  only  stood  by  their  platform,  but 
they  tell  us  that  they  intend  to  die  oy  it.  They 
have,  moreover,  told  us  that  they  would  not 
even  extend  a  helping  hand  from  that  platform 
if  we  were  willing  to  desert  our  principles  to  ^ei 
there,  but  we  must  crawl  up  to  it  at  the  risk  of 
breaking  our  necks  in  the  attempt — and  even 
then  to  come  up  with  ropes  around  our  necks,  to 
be  hanged  as  soon  as  we  got  there.  [LauAter,] 
If  I  had  known  that  the  resolution  of  the  Demo- 
cratic caucus  was  to  be  binding  here,  1  would 
have  brought  my  coflin  along,  and  had  it  con- 
venient in  the  lobby.     [Renewed  laughter.! 

I  say  that  those  gentlemen  have  not  shown 
such  anxiety  for  the  organization  of  this  Houae  as 
their  position  demanded  of  them,  as  the  support- 
ers of  that  Adminislration  of  the  countrywhich 
has  been  in  power  for  some  three  years.  The  re- 
sponsibility does  rest  with  them.  They  have  a 
greater  responsibility  to  use  every  effort  in  their 
power,  consistent  with  principle,  to  organize  this 
House,  than  with  any  other  body  of  men  in  it. 
I  say  that  they  have  not  made  any  effort — not 
one  step,  toward  conciliation  and  the  oi^niza- 
tion  of  the. House.  I  am  willing  that  that  as- 
sertion shall  ^o  forth  to  the  country.  I  hope 
it  will;  and  I  thhik,  if  the  time  and  my  stren^h 
would  allow,  that  I  could  sustain  the  proposition 
satisfactorily.  Have  they  offered  us  orit  of  my 
colleagues,  [Mr.  Caruthers,]  an  old-line  Whig, 
one  voting  with  them,  or  another  [Mr.  Porter] 
voting  against  them,  as  a  compromise  man? 
Have  they  sought  to  take  my  colleaffue,  [Mr. 
Caruthers,]  the  old-Hne  Whig,  who  has  felt  it 
to  be  his  duty,  in  the  present  crisis  and  conjunc- 
ture of  affairs,  to  vote  for  Mr.  Richardson  as  a 
compromise  man  ?  Not  a  word  of  it.  Have  they 
offered  to  take,  as  a  compromise  candidate,  an- 
other colleague,  [Mr.  Porter,]  an  old-line  Whig, 
who  has  been  acting  with  the  Americans,  the 
national  Americans,  on  this  floor,  who,  although 
he  is  with,  is  not  of  them?  Have  they  offered 
to  take  him,  in  the  effort  and  in  the  hope  of  an 
orginization  of  this  House?    They  have  not. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman's  time  has 
expired.     [Cries  of  "  Go  on  !"  "Goon!"] 

The  CLERK.  If  there  is  no  objection,  the 
gentleman  will  proceed  with  his  remarks. 

Mr.  KENNETT.    I  have  done. 

Mr.  DAVIDSON  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  CARUTHERS.  I  wish  to  say  a  word 
or  two  in  reply  to  my  colleague. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Louisi- 
ana is  entitled  to  the  floor. 
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Mr.  DAVIDSON.  I  yield  to  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri. 

Mr.  CARUTHERS.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  do  not 
desire  to  address  the  House  at  any  length.  All 
the  points  to  which  I  would  like  to  attract  general 
attention  could  not  be  fairly  set  forth  under  the  ten- 
minute  rule.  I  have  sought  the  floor  now  for  the 
purpose  simply  of  explaining  why  I  have  not  and 
cannot  act  with  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Kennett,] 
\i:ho  has  so  kindly  made  allusion  to  my  position. 
To  explain  why  I  have  acted  as  I  have  in  voting 
for  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Richard- 
son] would  require,!  repeat,  longer  than  the  time 
allotted  to  each  member  under  the  order  of  the 
House.  I  shall  seek  some  other  opportunity  to 
Bet  myself  fairly  and  fully  before  trie  House— I 
will  not  say,  in  fashionable  phrase,  and  before 
the  country,  for  perhaps  the  country  would  take 
no  note  of  what  1  do — but  before  the  House  and 
the  people  of  my  district. 

I  desire  to  state  at  this  time,  and  in  the  present 
connection,  in  order  that  what  I  may  remark  may 
go  out  with  the  observations  of  my  colleague  and 
friend — and  I  am  proud  to  call  him  such — the 
reasons  why  I  have  not,  do  not,  and  never  will, 
vote  for  the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Pcnn- 
eylvania,  [Mr.  H^nry  M.  Fuller.]  I  could  not 
Tote  for  Mr.  Fuller — and  I  believe  that  we  are 
allowed  to  call  members  by  their  proper  names 
before  the  organization — because,  while  a  mem- 
ber of  the  last  Congress,  I  knew  and  now  remem- 
ber that,  throughout  the  Kansas-Nebraska  fight, 
in  every  sta^e  of  that  trying  contest,  his  prede- 
cessor, the  Hon.  Hendrick  B.  Wrii^ht,  stood  fast 
by  us — was  one  of  us;  and,  sir,  before  I  had  cast 
a  vote  I  found  that  the  distinguished  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Fuller]  had  come  here 
as  his  successor  from  a  Democratic  district,  and 
because  of  his  triumph  over  Air.  Wrieht  in  con- 
sequence of  his  vote  on  the  Kansas-Neoraska  bill 
at  the  last  session.  I  could  not  vote  for  him, 
then,  on  the  first  vote.  When  the  first  vote  was 
taking  I  watched  its  progress,  because  many  of 
the  gentlemen  with  whom  I  was  previously  asso- 
ciated were  disposed  to  vote  for  Mr.  Fuller.  In 
that  very  first  vote,  when  we  were  castinff  our 
Totes  for  the  purpose  of  making  up  a  record,  and 
w^hen  he  had  tlie  entire  House  from  which  to 
BclecL  I  saw  that  gentleman  throw  his  suffrage 
for  Mr.  Pennington,  of  New  Jersey.  I  remem- 
bered then,  ^at  at  th^  last  Congress  Mr.  Pen- 
viNGTON  haa  voted  to  suspend  5ie  rules  with  a 
view  of  affording  Mr.  Eliot,  of  Massachusetts, 
an  opportunity  to  introduce  a  bill  to  repeal  the 
fugitive  slave  law. 

When  Mr.  Fuller  could  take  a  northern  or  a 
southern  man;  when  he  c4j|U  select  a  conserva- 
tive man  for  whom  to  casOils  vote,  I  saw  him 
vote  for  a  man  who  had  been  in  favor  of  allowing 
the  privilege  to  introduce  a  bill  to  repeal  the  fugi- 
tive slave  law.  I  could  not  vote  for  him.  Mr. 
Pennington,  on  that  vote,  voted  for  Mr.  Camp- 
bell, of  Ohio,  a  gentleman,  by-ihe-by,  for  whom 
I  entertain,  as  he  knows,  the  most  profound  re- 
spect personally,  but  whom  I  rcgara  as  the  em- 
bodiment of  northern  sentiment  on  •the  slavery 
quesiion.  Another  vote  was  had.  Mr.  Fuller 
voted  for  Mr.  Pennington,  and  Mr.  Pennington, 
on  the  third  vote,  voted  for  Mr.  Banks,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, who  is  not  only  the  ■  embodiment  of 
Free-Soil  Democracy,  but,  it  seems,  also  of  north- 
ern Americanism  and  of  ultra  northern  Republi- 
canism. Mr.  Pennington  voted  for  Mr.  Banks 
upon  that  ballot,  and  Mr.  Fuller  voted  for  Mr. 
Pennington  after  he  had  voted  for  Mr.  Banks; 
and  for  sixteen  times.  I  sat  in  my  seat  and  saw 
Mr.  Fuller,  after  Mr.  Pennington  had  voted 
for  Mr.  Campbell  and  Mr.  Banks,  cast  his  vote 
sixteen  times  for  Mr.  Pennington.  Could  I ,  sir, 
as  true  to  the  principles  of  the  Nebraska  bill,  upon 
which  I  was  elected ;  as  true  to  the  State  to  which 
1  owe  allegiance;  as  true  to  the  constituents  who 
sent  me  here  upon  that  Nebraska  issue — could  I 
vote  for  a  man  with  such  a  record  as  that.^ 

But  it  is  said  that  Mr.  Fuller  has  made  decla- 
rations here  that  entitled  him  to  all  respect  and 
to  southern  votes.  Sir,  Mr.  Fuller  did  make 
declarations  here,  and  in  the  course  of  those  elo- 
()uent  declarations  he  announced  some  doctrines 
in  which  1  heartily  concur;  and  when  I  state  that 
I  return  to  him,  for  the  announcement  of  those 
doctrines,  my  sincere  thanks,  I  do  not  do  it  in 
any  idle  spirit  of  compliment.  I  do  it  because  I 
appreciate  the  high  motives  of  the  distiiiguished 


gentleman,  and  I  return  him  those  thanks  in  the 
same  good  faith  in  which  I  assail  those  things  in 
his  course  of  which  I  disapprove.  Well,  sir, 
Mr.  Fuller,  in  the  course  of  the  explanations 
which  he  thought  proper  to  make,  was  asked  by 
Mr.  Sage,  of  New  York,  whether,  if  it  were  pos- 
sible that  that  part  of  tlie  Kansas-Nebraska  bill 
which  repealed  the  Missouri  compromise  should 
be  itself  repealed,  he  would  be  in  favor  of  it?  I 
do  not  pretend  to  give  the  precise  language  in 
which  the  question  was  couched,  for  I  have  been 
called  into  this  discussion  unexpectedly,  but  I 
give  the  substance  of  it.  What  was  his  reply  to 
that  question }  I  call  upon  southern  gentlemen — 
and,  as  1  have  been  thus  incidentally  arraigned 
by  one  of  my  colleagues,  I  call  upon  him — to  no- 
tice what  that  answer  was.  Was  it  that  he  stands 
upon  the  same  principle  that  we  do  ?  Was  it  that 
he  believed  that  the  principle  of  non-intervention, 
as  established  by  the  Nebraska-Kansas  bill,  waS 
true  and  just.'  Was  that  the  replv  he  gave  to  tlie 
gentleman  from  New  York?  I^ot  one  word  of 
It!  I  heard  it  and  I  marked  it  well,  and  upon  it 
rests  my  eternal  opposition  to  his  election  as 
Speaker.  He  replied  that  he  was  in  favor  of  the 
restoration  of  the  Missouri  restriction;  that  if  he 
had  been  in  the  last  Confess,  he  would  hive  been 
opposed  to  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill;  and  that  he 
was  in  favor  of  restoring  the  Missouri  restriction, 
if  it  could  be  done;  but  as  it  could  not  be  done, 
as  a  practical  statesman,  he  was  against  all  agita- 
tion. This  may  suit  other  gentlemen;  it  does  not 
suit  me.  I  want  a  man  who  cooperates  with  me 
to  stand  upon  some  principle  upon  which  I  can 
meet  him. 

The  principles  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill  are 
right,  or  they  are  wrong.  If  they  are  right,  those 
of  us  who  sustained  that  bill  acted  rightly."  If 
they  are  wrong,  we  acted  wrongly.  If  it  was 
right  to  repeal  the  Missouri  compromise,  then 
that  repeal  should  stand.  If  it  was  wrong,  he  is 
a  coward  who  declares  it  wrong  and  does  not  de- 
clare for  restoring  it.  [Loud  applause  on  the 
floor.] 

Mr.  COX ,  (interrupting.)  Will  the  gentleman 
allow  me  to  ask  him  a  question.  [Loud  cries  of 
"  Oh,  no."]  The  gentleman  has  stated  the  rea- 
sons why  he  cannot  cooperate  with  those  who 
are  voting  for  Mr.  Fuller.  I  would  like  him  to 
tell  me  if  there  is  no  ^ntleman  in  the  House  who 
has  heretofore  agreed  with  him  in  sentiment  as 
a  Whig,  for  whom  he  could  have  voted  for  Speak- 
er ?  and  why  it  was  that  when  my  colleague  from 
the  Louisville  district,  [Mr.  Humphrey  Mar- 
shall,] who  is  not  obnoxious  to  the  char&^es  he 
brings  against  Mr.  Fuller,  was  voted  for  by  the 
American  party,  he  would  not  support  him  or 
some  other  gentleman  of  the  Amencan  party? 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  must  remind  the 
gentleman  from  Missouri  that  his  time  has 
expired. 

(Loud  and  general  cries  of  "  Go  on  !'*] 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  can  proceed  if 
no  objection  be  made. 

No  objection  was  made. 

Mr.  CARUTHERS,  (resuming.)  WeU,  sir, 
I  might  make  several  answers  to  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  who  comes  in  sideways.  [A 
laugh.]  In  the  first  place,  I  might  say  that  his 
question  has  no  relation  whatever  to  the  line  of 
argument  I  was  on  when  he  interrupted  me;  but 
my  respect  and  my  unfeigned  kindly  feeling 
towards  that  gentleman  induce  me  to  answer 
him  in  a  different  way.  He  asks  me  if 'there  is 
no  Whig  in  all  this  House  for  whom  I  might 
have  voted,  instead  of  for  Richardson.  I  under- 
stand him  to  arraign  me  for  that  vote.  Sir,  I 
will  defend  that  vote 

Mr.  COX,  (interrupting.)  No,  sir;  you  mis- 
understood me. 

Mr.  CARUTHERS.  The  gentleman  asks  me 
if  there  is  no  Whig  for  whom  I  might  have 
voted.  I  tell  him  there  is  no  Whig — none,  sir. 
Mr.  Humphrey  Marshall,  who  was  first  voted 
for  by  the  "South  Americans,**  as  they  have 
been  called,  is  no  Whi^.  Do  you  tell  me  that  a 
Know  Mtking  is  a  Whig?  [Loud  laughter,  and 
much  applause  on  the  floor  and  in  the  galleries.] 
Why,  sir,  (turning  to  Mr.  Cox,)  the  Philadel- 
phia convention  of  last  year,  in  their  platform, 
which  you  have  been  swearing;  by  ever  since 
you  have  been  a  member  of  tiiis  Congress,  de- 
clared that  both  the  old  parties — the  Democratic 
and  the  Whig-^were  so  corrupt  that  such  pitte 


gentlemen  as  they  were  could  not  act  with  them; 
and  yet  you  arraign  me  as  a  Whig  for  not  having 
voted  for  Humphrey  Marshall,  of  Kentucky! 

Mr.  COX.  Np,  sir;  1  did  not  arraign  you,  at 
all. 

Mr.  CARUTHERS.  Well,  I  understood  you 
to  say  so,  but  I  will  take  back  the  word  "ar- 


raign. 


Mr.  COX.  My  remarks  were  not  intended  to 
arraign  the  gentleman's  motives.  I  have  no  doubt 
in  the  world  that  a  gentleman  who  is  able  to  dis- 
cover the  front  doors.and  the  side  doors  by  which 
gjentlemen  enter  to  ask  a  civil  and  respectful  ques- 
tion here,  will  always  so  conduct  himself  as  to 
have  no  difficulty  upon  the  subject  of  arraign- 
ments-before  his  country. 

Mr.  CARUTHERS.  Does  the  gentleman  want 
to  make  a  speech,  or  to  ask  a  question? 

Mr.  COX.  I  want  to  make  a  suggestion.  You 
have  plenty  of  time.  The  House  nas  given  you 
leave  to  go  on. 

Mr.  CARUTHERS.  Yes,  and  I  thank  the 
House  for  that. 

Mr.  COX.  The  gentleman  says  that  there  is 
no  Whig  upon  this  floor  for  whom  he  could  vote, 
that  that  party  is  broken  up,  and  that  I  have  said 
so. 

Mr.  CARUTHERS.    No,  sir. 

Mr.  COX.  I  understood  the  gentleman  to  say 
that  I  had  sworn  that  it  was  broken  up,  and  that 
I  could  not  cooperate  with  it.  I  will  not  go  into 
a  discussion  of  that  subject;  but  I  will  ask  the 
gentleman  where  the  Whig  party  is  ?  He  pro- 
fesses to  be  a  Whig,  and  yet  is  aqting  with  the 
Democratic  party,  on  the  declaration  that  the 
Democratic  party  must  succeed,  or  the  country 
will  go  to  ruin.  That  is  the  meaning  of  it;  and 
he,  professing  to  be  a  Whig,  seems  to  be  casting 
a  reflection  upon  me,  because  I  professed  there 
was  no  Whiij  party. 

Mr.  CARUTHERS.    Not  at  all. 

Mr.  COX.  I  should  like  to  know  where  the 
Whig  party  is.  I  want  the  gentleman  to  come 
to  the  point,  and  tell  me  where  it  is.  My  friend 
from  Missouri  has  been  a  Whig  all  the  time,  and 
I  want  him  to  tell  me,  as  he  can,  where  the  Whig 
party  is  in  this  House. 

Mr.  CARUTHERS.  I  was  very  unfortunate 
in  my  remarks,  if  I  may  judge  of  it  by  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  gentleman  Prom  Kentucky  un- 
derstood me.  He  asks  me  why  it  was  that  I, 
elected  as  a  Whig,  had  voted  for  a  Democratic 
candidate  for  Speaker  upon  the  first  ballot?  In 
that  connection,  I  understood  him  to  ask  me  why 
I  had  not  voted  for  his  distinguished  colleague. 
I  reply  to  him  that  I  could  be  under  no  obligation 
as  a  Whig  to  vote  for  his  distinguished  colleague, 
for  he  indorsed  a  platform  which  expressly  re- 
pudiated not  only  tlie  Democratic  party,  but  the 
Whig  party.  I  could  be  under  no  obligation  to 
vote  for  him,  as  this  American  party  was  founded 
upon  the  ruin  of  both  the  others.  The  idea  of 
the  language,  which  I  have  not  before  me,  is,  that 
the  party  is  established  upon  the  corruption  of 
both.  [Laughter.]  I  am  corrected,  Mr.  Clerk, 
by  some  gentleman  near  me.  I  am  informed 
that  the  language  is,  that  the  American  party 
was  established  upon  the  ruin  of  both  the  other 
parties,  and  both  were  ruined  by  their  corrup- 
tions.    [Laughter.] 

Now  to  the  question  of  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  Cox.]  He  asks  me  how  I,  pro- 
fessing to  be  a  Whig,  could  do  so  and  so.  There 
he  touches  me.  I  nave  been  a  Whig  from  my 
boyhood;  and  I  tell  that  gentleman  that  when  I 
first  became  an  aspirant  for  political  station  in  the 
district  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  that 
district  was  Democratic  by  four  thousand  major- 
ity; and  I  tell  him,  as  myjpeople  well  know,  that 
in  all  the  contests  in  my  aistnct,  I  never  abated 
one  particle  of  my  Whig  devotion ;  and  I  never 
went  into  the  political  field  to  engage  in  a  fight, 
but  what  I  carried  the  Whig  banner  openly,  and 

Kroclaimed  my  love  for  its  principles.     I  came 
ere,  then,  as  a  Whig. 

The  gentleman  asks  me  where  the  Whig  party 
is.  I  might  tell  him  there  was  one  Pythagoras, 
who  entertained  the  doctrine  of  the  U^ansmi^ra- 
tion  of  souls,  and  that  when  the  Whig^arty  died, 
the  soul  of  that  party  went  into  the  present  Dem- 
ocratic party.  [Great  laughter.]  ,1  saw  during 
the  last  summer  a  great  field  of  fight  opened; 
•and  we  were  calm  lookers  on.  I  looked  over  the 
%h0le  field  of  fight  for  a  Whig  banner.    I  looked 
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to  the  gallant,  glorious  old  Tennessee.  I  saw  no 
Whig  Tiannor  there.  In  that  eanvass  for  Gover- 
nor there  was  noWWg  candidate — no  man  carry- 
ing the  Whig  colors.  Castinf  my  eyes  from  Ten- 
nessee, I  iQolced  oTer  to  the  State  from  which  the 
g^entleman  himself  hails — to  the  ^lant,  noble, 
revered  old  Kentucky.  What  did  I  see  there? 
The  old  banner  under  which  I  had  rallied  from 
the  days  of  my  chil^ihood,  and  which  had  ever 
been  borne  aloft  by  her  gallant  son — ^where  was 
it  ?  It  was  trailing  ingloriously  over  the  grave  of 
the  immortal  Henry  Glay. .  And  when  vou  brinff 
down  that  banner  upon  the  grave  of  Clay,  could 
I  believe  that  the  Whiff  party  still  existed  ?  Sir, 
I  did  not  believe  it.  If  you  could  take  down  that 
banner,  and  fold  it  cjuietly  over  the  grave  of  that 
immortal  patriot  ana  statesman — the  first  states- 
man of  his  times,  the  most  eloquent  man  of  any 
time,  and  the  greatest  party  leader  of  all  the 
world — and  he  could  rest  well  under  it,  could  I, 
in  the  State  of  Missouri,  believe  that  the  Whig 
pculy  was  dead?    Sir,  do  you  believe  it  is  dead  ? 

Mr.  COX.  Does  the  gentlemiUi  desire  an 
answer  ?        

Mr.  CARUTHERS.    Certainly. 

Mr.  COX.  The  gentleman  says  that  when  he 
took  the  stump  in  nis  district,  he  took  it  as  a 
Whig,  though  there  was  a  majority  of  four  thou- 
sand j3emocrats  against  him — that  he  advocated 
Whig  principles,  and  led  his  opponents  over  into 
his  ranks.    

Mr.  CARUTHERS.  I  did  not  say  I  led  th&m 
into  the  Whig  ranks. 

Mr.  COX.  But  they  voted  for  ^e  gentlemali, 
proclaiming  himself  a  Whig,  and  ra^d  under 
jiis  banner  as  a  Whig,  and  went  witli  him  into 
the  Whig  party,  at  any  rate. 

Mr.  CARUTHERS.  I  protest,  in  all  kind- 
ness, against  any  langruage  heins  put  into  my 
mouth.  I  said,  that  wnen  I  first  oecame  an  as- 
pirant for  congressional  honors,  there  were  four 
thousand  majority  against  me.  I  said  I  never 
•truck  the  Wnig  flag  in  my  district. 

Mr.  COX.  i  understood  the  gentleman  as  I 
said.  

Mr.  CARUTHERS.  Ifthe  gentleman  pretends 
to  say  what  I  said,  let  him  say  what  1  did  say. 

Mr.  COX.  I  stud  the  majority  had  changed 
Uieir  position  from  the  Democratic  ranks  and  had 
followed  a  Whig  leader. 

Mr.  CARUTflERS.  That  is  what  you  say. 
[LaughterJ 

Mr.  COX.    He  says  the  Whig  party  is  dead, 
and  has  gone  back  to  the  Democratic  ranks.    I 
understand  he  considers  that  the  Whig  party 
<*  marched  up  the  hill,  cmd  then  marched  down< 
again. 

Mr.  CARUTHERS.  Mr.  Clerk,  if  there  b^ 
anything  in  this  interruption,  except  so  far  as 
relates  to  my  constituents,!  should  not,  perhaps, 
devote  any  time  to  it.  A  few  words,  however, 
are  due  to  my  constituents,  as  well  as  to  myself; 
lor  I  do  not  wish  to  set  myself  up  as  an  extraor- 
dinary champion,  or  grand  leader,  or  anything 
of  the  kind.  I  think  the  House  will  bear  me 
witness  that,  during  the  two  years  I  have  been 
a  member  of  it,  I  have  never  spoken  perhaps  four 
times;  never  even  colled  for  ine  yeas  and  nays, 

[laughter;]  never  made  a  motion  to  adjourn. 
Continued  laughter.]  They  will  bear  me  wit- 
ness, I  think,  that  I  never  showed  any  loud  dis- 
position to  "get  myself  on  the  record;**  for  I 
thought  that  gentlemen  would  get  more  honor  and 
more  credit  by  keeping  off  the  record,  nine  out 
of  ten  times,  than  they  get  by  keeping  on  it. 
{Laughter.]  I  therefore  claim  no  credit  for  any 
extraordinary  modesty  in  that  matter.  It  was  on 
principle  I  acted. 

But  the  point  which  I  wish  to  reach  is  this. 
The  gentleman fVom  Kentucky  [Mr.  Cox]  seemed 
to  think  that  I  must  imagine  myself  an  immortal 
leader,  from  the  fact  of  my  having  started  out,  as 
I  said  I  did  start,  against  a  majority  of  from  three 
thousand  five  hundred  to  four  thousand,  and 
of  my  having  overcome  that  majority  without 
fftriking  the  banner  of  the  Whig  party.  Well,  the 
first  time  I  came  here,  I  beat  them,  or  else  I  would 
not have^en  here,  [Laughter.]  And  I  will  tell 
you  howl  beat  them,  Mr.  Clerk.  There  were 
three  Democrats  running.  [Rocu's  of  laughter.]  I 
nm  not  ver)»vain  about  that.  But  I  have  come 
here  twice.  Well,  the  fact  of  my  coming  here 
the  second  time  was  due— I  believe  in  my  heart — 
to  this  simple  reason,  that  in  the  last  Congf^bl^I  || 


had  60  reflected  the  will  of  my  constituents,  and 
had  so  borne  myself  on  all  those  great  measures 
in  which  they  were  interested,  Uiat  they  con- 
cluded in  their  hearts — and  I  say,  from  that  spirit 
of  frankness  with  which  I  am  dealing  in  all  this 
subject,  that  I  believe  they  were  right  [roars  of 
laughter] — they  concluded  in  their  hearts,  I  saV) 
that  there  was  no  man  in  that  district  who  could 
better  reflect  their  will  and  who  would  represent 
them  more  faithf\illy  than  I.  And  so  they  run 
only  one  man  against  me  that  time,  and  I  beat 
him  by  two  thousand  five  hundred  votes;  and  the 
wonder  has  been  to  me  ever  since  that  I  did  not 
beat  him  by  five  thousand  votes.  Has  the  gen- 
tleman [Mr.  Cox]  any  more  questions  to  put  to 
me  ?    [Laughter. J 

Mr.  Clerk,  I  have  been  drawn  into  the  most 
of  this  matter.  I  only  rose  to  tell  you — and  to 
speak  seriously  upon  that — why  I  have  not  voted 
for  the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, [Mr.  Fuller.]  But  I  was  hurried  up  by 
this  ten -minute  rule;  and  as  I  had  so  very  seldom 
appeared  before  the  House,  and  did  not  know 
anything  about  the  disposition  of  the  gentlemen 
toward  me,  I  did  not  suppose  they  would  allow 
me  to  go  on  as  I  saw  they  were  disposed  to  crush 
down  modest  men;  and  so  I  hurried  on.  But 
here  is  what  I  want  to  say  seriously  in  this  con- 
necdon,  that,  if  I  said  one  word,  m  explaining 
the  reason  why  I  did  not  and  could  not  vote 
for  Mr.  Fuller,  which  could  be  at  all  disagree- 
able to  the  nicest  sensibilities  of  that  gentleman, 
I  wish  now,  without  being  called  upon,  to  recall 
that  word.  I  honor  him  for  the  position  which 
he  has  taken  when  he  says  here  in  his  place  that 
he  would  vote  for  the  admission  of  States  into 
this  Union  without  regard  to  tiie  fact  of  whether 
it  was  a  slave  State  or  a  free .  I  honor  him  for  that 
declaration.  1  tell  him  that,  thus  far,  he  is  my 
political  brother.  When  he  preaches  a  sermon 
to  these  anti -Nebraska  men,  about  whom  we  hear 
so  much,  and  tells  them  that  it  is  unpatriotic  to 
continue  this  agitation,  I  give  him  the  right  hand 
of  fellowship,  and  tell  him  that  there,  too,  he  is 
my  brother.  But  when  he  tells  me  that,  if  he 
could — that  is,  if  the  Senate  and  President  were 
not  against  him-^he  would  restore  that  Missouri 
restri^ition,  I  tell  him  that  there  we  are  at  war — 
at  a  war  to  be  without  end.  I  vote  for  no  man 
who  is  not  content  to  leavq  all  these  questions  of 
slavery  on  the  great  doctrine  of  non-intervention. 
I  vote  for  no  man,  Mr.  Clerk,  who  will  not  give 
to  the  people  of  the  Territory — to  the  peopfe  to 
be  aflectea  by  it — to  the  peopfe  who  go  from  your 
States,  where  they  have  rights,  into  your  Territo- 
ries, whore  they  lose  none  of  those  rights — the 
rights  of  self-government.  I  vote  for  no  man 
wno  will  not  recognize  in  the  government  of  the 
Territories  the  great  doctrine  on  which  your 
whole  Government  rests — the  doctrine  that  the 
people  are  capable  of  self-government,  and  that 
the  people  are  the  best  governors  of  themselves. 
Holding  th^se  doctrines  I  could  not  vote  for  Mr. 
Fuller. 

I  will  answer  another  branch  of  the  question 
at  another  time,  when  I  can  do  so  without  tres- 
passing on  the  patience  of  the  House.  I  will  then 
explain  why  I  nave  voted  for  Mr.  Richardson. 
And  I  ^ow  promise  the  gentlenuui  who  asked  me 
that  question,  that  when  I  make  that  explanation 
I  will  make  it  satisfactory  even  to  him.  I  know 
that  it  will  be  Ailly  satisfactory  to  those  to  whom 
I  owe  allegiance.  1  have  no  fears  of  that.  I  take 
no  coarse  which  I  cannot  defend,  or  for  which, 
in  my  own  judgment  and  in  my  own  heart,  I 
have  not  a  good  defense.  So  I  have  no  fbars. 
And  when  I  am  taunted— as  I  have  been  taunted — 
that  my  course  he^e  will  ruin  me  at  home,  I  have 
only  this  to  say — and  I  say  it  without  boasting — 
I  say  it  because  it  is  true — that,  so  help  me  God, 
while  I  am  a  member  of  this  House  I  will  speak 
no  word,  I  will  give  no  vot«,in  order  to  secure  a 
reelection  here — never !  Pleasant  as  the  gentle- 
men are  who  are  around  me,  there  is  nothing  in 
all  the  fascination  of  political  life  here  which 
would  make  me  sacrifice  one  portion  of  my  duty 
to  the  people  who  have  honored  me  by  sending 
me  here,  much  less  is  there  anything  m  all  this 
life  which  would  make  me  sacrifice  one  portion 
of  my  self-respect.  I  prize  highly — I  prize  as 
highly,  perhaps,  as  any  man  does,  or  as  any  man 
should  do,  the  d|)probation  of  my  constituents; 
but  I  have  this  to  say  to  them,  that  I  am  here  as 
their  agent,  not  {is  their  slave;  that  1  am  here  to 


vote  according  to  my  conscientious  convictions 
of  right,  and  tnat  I  will  so  give  my  votes;  that 
whenever  they  are  not  satisfied  with  these  voles, 
they  have  an  easy  remedy.  Let  them  just  seod 
some  man  here  who  will  vote  according  to  their 
notions  of  voting,  and  I  can  retire  to  my  home; 
I  can  retire  to  my  profession;  I  can  retire  to  my 
fiunily;  1  can  retire  without  a  murmur.  But,  sir, 
while  I  am  their  Representative,  1  will  be  their 
Representative  in  &ct  and  in  deed.  I  shall  Tote 
what  I  choose  to  vote.  I  shaU  vote  what  1  deem 
to  be  right  and  fit.  I  know  my  people  better 
than  others  know  them ;  and  I  know  they  wiO 
indorse  my  vote— indorse  it,  because,  here,  I 
know  even  better  than  they  know  theoueWa 
what  is  for  their  interest; — indorse  it,  because 
they  well  know  that  I  wouM  not  deal  falsely  vith 
them.  I  forbear  now  to  ^ve  the  reasons  wkjr 
I  have  voted,  and  shall  continue  to  vote,  tar 
Mr.  Richardson,  but  I  promise  to  give  them  in 
due  time.    [Cries  of**  Call  the  roU!*^] 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  move  to  lay  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Missouri  {pir,  Kehvktt]  oa  the 
table. 

Mr.  KENNETT.  "1  will  withdraw  the  motioi. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  vote  the  one  hun- 
dred and  fourth  time  for  Speaker,  vrith  the  fol- 
lowing result:  Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  199; 
necesscuy  to  a  choice,  100;  of  which — 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks  received S 

Witliam  A.  Richardson ..........67 

Henry  M.  PuJler Ja 

Alexander  C.  M.  Pennington 6 

John  WiUiame ,.  1 

James  If.  Orr L 

Henry  Bennett 1 

Gilchzist  Porter 1 

eamiMl  Carutliers 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

F9r  Mr.  Banka—MeaBtn.  Albriffht,  Allison,  BartMrarfHea- 
ry  Bennett,  Benson,  Binsham,  Bif*hop,  BnidsJitw,fimiM- 
inn,  Burtinfamc,  James  H.  Campbell,  Lewis D.  CubbMI, 
Chaffee,  Clavrson,  Colfai,CoAin0,Cr«jEin,Ciunback,Di8K 
rell,  Timoihjf  Baviii,  Day,  Deoji,  Ue  Wi«,  Dickaon,  Do^ 
Durfee,  Emrie,  Flayer,  Gallowray,  Giddin^,  Gilbert.  Grai- 
ffer.Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan,  HoUoway,  TbomuL 
Hofton,  Valentine  B.  Horton,  Howard,  Uugbstoo,  Kelaqr, 
Kennett,  Kiiw,  Kiusht.  Knnwlton.  Loiter,  MatteMO.  Ik- 
Cany,  Meacham,  KiJIian  Mill^'r,  Mofgaa,  Morrill,  Moo, 
Murray,  Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew  Obver,  Pcarcc,  PeHoo, 
Pettit,  Pike,  Pringle,  Purviance,  Ritchie,  Robbins,  Kobcm, 
dnbin,  Sage,  Sapp,  Shcnnan,  Simmons,  6piooer,8taot(ip, 
eunnaban,  Tappan,  Tborinfton,  Thurston.  Todd,  Traftoo, 
Tyson,  Wade,  Wakeman,  \f  albridge,  midron,  Cadwil- 
ader  C.  Washburne,  ElUhu  B.  Washbume,  Fsmel  WmIi- 
bum,  Watson,  Welch,  Wood.  Woodruff,  and  Woodwor*. 

For  Mr.  HicA«n&on— Messrs.  Aiken,  Barclay,  Bwkrfilf, 
Bell,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Bovce,  Branch,  Brooks,  Burnett,  Cad- 
walader,  Caruthers^Caskie,  Clingman,  Howell  Cobb,  WiJ- 
liamsou  R.  W.  Cobb,  DMidBon,  Denver,  I>owdell,EdinuBj- 
aon,  Elliott,  Enflisb^flMkner,  Flo^rnce,  Thomu  J.  D* 
Fuller,  Qoode,  Green  wwd,  Att^rui>tus  Hall,  Sampon  W. 
Harris,  Thomas  L.  Harri^  Herbert,  Hickman,  Hoostw, 
Jewett,  George  W.  Jones,  Keitt,  Kelly,  Letcher,  Lompna, 
Samuel  8.  Marshall,  Maxwell,  McMullin,  McQueen, Smtfi 
Miller,  Millson,Mordecal  Oliver,  Orr,  Packer,  Peck,  Pheji, 
Powell,  Ottitman,  Rnffin,  Rust,  Sandidge,  Savage, SuMM 
A.  Smith,  Stephens,  Stewart,  Talbott,Tayk)r,Vtil,  War- 
ner, Waikins,  Winslow,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  and  ioim  *• 

For  Mr.  PuUer-^meum.  John  P.  CampbeU,  C»rifl«i 
Bayard  Clark.  Cox,  CuUen,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  «»• 
ridge,  Eustis,  J.  Mortison  Harris,  Hoffman,  Kennett,  La^ 
Lindlcy,  Humphrey  Marehall.  Millward,  Paine,  Porter,  Por- 
year,  Enade/R^ttdy*  Ricaud,  Rivers.  WiUiaro  R.  ^g"' 
Sneed,  Swope,  Trippe,  Underwood,  Valk,  and  Z^'J'**^^ 

For  Mr.  Penntn/^on—Messn.  Dunn,  Edwards,  fl«niMi 
Haven,  Moore,  and  Scott. 

For  Mr.  fVUliaiM—Mr.  Wheeler. 

Jbr  Mr.  Orr— Mr.  WlUlaros. 

For  Mr.  Bennett— Mr.  Brenton. 

For  Mr.  JPoHer-^Mr.  Henry  M.  Fuller. 

J^or  Mr.  Carvthers — Mr.  Richardson. 

Pending  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Kentucky,  (when  hi* 
name  was  called,)  said:  I  desire  to  eXpla*'^.  ^^ 
position  which  I,  as  a  member  of  the  Aincnca'' 
party,  occupy  in  connection  with  the  organization 
of  this  House.  That  party  have  been  w>«^° 
with  holding  sentiments  antagonistic  to  any  or- 

fnization  whatever.  Now,  sir,  lot  me  ■*y.^ 
desire  to  see  an  organization  effected.  1  J^ 
prepared  to  vote  for  any  national  man  for  t 
purpose.  I  will  vote  for  the  gentleman  ^^^r^' 
nois,  [Mr.  Richardsok,]  for  whom  I  ***^j"^ 
voting  since  the  meeting  of  the  House.  * 
ready  to  vote  for  the  distinguished  g:*""^^ 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Orb;]  I  am  ready »" 
vote  for  his  coUeague,  [Mr.  Boyce.]  *  *°*^/g 
to  see  the  House  organize  upon  nauonal  ?'^^^j 
by  the  election  of  a  conservative  man,  at^ 
upon  sectional  grounds.    That  is  the  pof»««" 
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which  I  occupy. .  I  will  throw  no  obstacle  in  the 
vay  of  a  national  organization. 

Mr.  PORTER  (when  his  name  was  called) 
said:  Before  recording  my  vote  I  have  a  few  re- 
marks to  make.  I  have  oeen  contented  hereto- 
fore to  remain  a  silent  member  of  this  body.  I 
have  had  no  personal  explanations  to  make,  no 
remarks  to  offer  in  reference  to  any  matter  per- 
sonal to  myself.  But,  sir,  allusion  having  been 
made  to  me  in  the  course  of  this  incidentai  dis- 
cussion, that  has  sprung  up  during  our  present 
sHting,  it  may  have  become  necessary  that  I 
should  make  a  few  remarks  for  the  purpose  of 
defining  my  position,  or  rather  for  the  purpose 
of  presenting  some  reasons  why  I  shall  contmue 
to  vote  as  I  have  heretofore  voted  for  my  distin- 
guished friend  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Ful- 

My  acquaintance  with  that  distinguished  gen- 
tleman originated  during  the  Thirty-Second  Con- 
gress, of  which  I  had  the  honor  to  be  a  member 
with  him.  I  found  him  at  that  time  cooperating 
with  me  as  a  member  of  the  great  patriotic  Whiff 
party,  of  which  my  colleague  who  last  addressed 
the  House  [Mr.  Caruthers]  was  a  member, 
fU)d  with  which  I  have  acted  from  my  boyhood 
down  to  the  present  time.  I  say  I  found  the 
eentleman  from  Pennsylvania  then  a  Whiff  mem- 
ber from  the  Keystone  State — a  Fillmore  VVhig, 
cooperating  with  me  in  supporting  the  meas- 
ures of  FiUinore  *s  administration-^  conservative 
Whig,  standing  by  the  compromise  measures  of 
1850,  in  their  length  and  in  their  breadth.  And, 
air,  if  he  has  changed  his  opinions  upon  that  sub- 
ject— if  he  has  departed  from  that  great  and  glo- 
rious faith — ^from  those  principles  which  we  then 
supported  in  common — I  have  not  learned  the 
iact. 

When  I  met  him  again,  I  recognized  him  as 
standing  upon  the  compromise  measures  of  1850 
—those  measures  adopted  under  the  lead  and  sup- 
ported by  the  eloquence  of  the  immortal  states- 
man of  Kentucky,  to  whom  my  worthy  colleague 
Qfr.  Caruthers]  has  so  eloquently  referred, 
fleeted  here,  sir,  as  a  Whig,  professing  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Whig  party,  I  felt  called  upon,  in 
my  choice  for  Speaker,  to  vote  as  nearly  as  I 
could  in  accordance  with  the  principles  of  that 
party;  and  in  casting  about  me  to  ascertain  for 
whom  I  should  vote — to  see  who  would  come  the 
nearest  in  his  position  to  the  principles  which  I 
professed — I  recognized  the  distinguished  ffcn- 
tlcman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Humphrey  Mar- 
9UAhL,}  and  the  distinguished  ffentleman  for 
whom  I  have  been  voting  for  the  last  eighty  or 
ninety  votes  for  Speaker,  as  tlie  friends  and  sup- 
porters of  Whig  principles  suj^dineasures.  I  found 
^em  in  the  Tnirty-SeconcECongress,  standing 
upon  the  true  national  platform  so  far  as  the  com- 
promise measures  of  1850  were  concerned,  con- 
tending for  those  measures  as  *^  a.Jinal  settlement, 
in  princivle  and  substance,**  of  the  slavery  ques- 
tion in  tne  States  and  Territories,  as  well  as  for 
internal  improvements  and  the  other  wise  and 
conservative  measures  of  which  the  Whig  party 
l^ere  the  advocates.  Under  these  circumstances, 
I  felt  niyself  justified  in  casting  my  votes  for  these 
gentleinen,  and  I  did  so  cheerfully.  But  it  has 
been  intimated,  that  perhaps  the  distinguished 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  may  not  occupy  a 
sound  position  upon  the  important  question  on 
which  the  good  people  of  my  State  and  my  dis- 
trict feel  so  deep  an  interest — the  slavery  ques- 
tion. 

Now,  Mr.  Clerk,  I  care  not  what  position  that 
gentleman,  <pr  any  gentleman  here, may  have  oc- 
cupied during  the  last  Congress  in  regard  to  the 
repeal  of  the  Missouri  compromise  as  apart  and 
parcel  of  the  Kansas  and  Nebraska  bill.  It  is  well 
kiiown  to  the  country  that  a  great  many  most 
distinguished  and  patriotic  statesmen,  belonging 
to  botn  the  great  parties  of  the  country — the 
Whig  and  the  Democratic  pairty — believed  that 
the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  compromise  was  an 
injudicious  measure  ^  that  it  was  not  demanded 
by  public  opinion,  as  uttered  through  the  public 
press,  by  the  Legislative  Assemblies  in  any  of 
the  States,  or  by  the  people  in  their  primary  as- 
emblies,  or  otherwise;  tnat  it  was  calculated  to 
violate  an  important  principle  of  both  the  two 
creat  parties,  as  declared  by  their  platforms  laid 
down  at  their  Baltimore  conventions  of  1852, 
which  was,  that  the  slavery  agitation  should  be 
finally  settled  by  the  compromise  measures  of 


1850,  and  that  it  should  not  be  reopened  there- 
after in  Congress  or  out  of  it,  under  any  pretense 
whatever.  Sir,  they  were  opposed  to  the  repeal 
of  the  eighth  section  of  the  **  Missouri  compro- 
mise act,  *  which  was  made  part  and  parcel  of 
the  Kansas  and  Nebraska  bill,  passed  during  the 
last  Congress. 

A  bill  to  organize  the  Territory  of  Nebraska, 
modeled  after  the  Utah  and  New  Mexico  bills  of 
1850,  was  introduced,  during  the  Thirty-Second 
Congress,  by  my  then  colleague  from  the  St. 
Joseph  distnct,  [Mr.  Hall,]*  passed  this  body, 
and  received  here  and  in  the  Senate  the  sanction 
and  support  of  the  entire  delegation  from  Missouri. 
I  repeat,  that  the  opinion  that  the  unexpected  and 
uncalled-for  effort  to  repeal  the  **  Missouri  com- 
promise" would  revive  the  slavery  agitation  with 
renewed  fierceness,  which  I  honestly  entertained 
and  frankly  expressed,  was  held  and  expressed 
by  many  distinguished  national  statesmen  of  both 
the  great  parties,  among  them  the  distinguished 
Senator  from  Michigan,  [Mr.  Cass.]  It  will  be 
seen,  by  referring  to  the  speech  made  by  him 
during  the  pendency  of  the  Kansas  and  Nebraska 
controversy,  that  he  expressed  his  deep  regret 
that  any  motion  should  liave  been  made  to  repeal 
the  Missouri  compromise  act,  saying  that  at  tlie 
time  that  it  was  passed,  it  gave  peace  and  quiet 
to  the  country;  and  that  all  useful  and  beneficial 
objects  could  nave  been  accomplished  without  its 
repeal.  1  will  refer  to  that  speech,  for  I  well  re- 
member it.    He  uses  this  language: 

"  Mr.  Presideat,  I  have  not  withheld  the  expression  of 
my  rogrct  elsewhere,  nor  uball  I  wiUUiold  it  here,  that  this 
question  of  repeal  of  the  Misiiouri  compromise,  which 
opens  all  the  disputed  points  <;onnecte4l  with  the  subject  of 
congreanonal  action  upon  slavery  in  the  Territories  of  the 
United  States,  has  been  brouglit  before  us.  I  do  not  tliiiik 
the  practical  advanta^s  to  result  from  the  measure  will 
outweigh  the  injury  which  the  iU-feeling  fitted  to  accompany 
the  discussion  of  thi»  subject  through  the  country,  is  sure 
to  produce.  And  I  waa  confirsned  in  this  impression  from 
what  was  said  by  the  Smator  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jones, j 
by  the  Senators  from  Kcntuclcy,  [Mr.  Dixon,}  and  firom 
IVrorth  CaroKna,  [Mr.  Badieer,]  and  nbo  by  the  rcmailcs 
which  fell  th>m  the  Senator  trom  Vriginia,  [Mr.  Hunter,] 
and  in  which  I  fully  concur,  that  the  tJouth  will  never  re- 
ceive any  benefit  ^m  tliid  measure,  so  far  as  respects  Uic 
extension  of  slavery;  for  legislate  as  wc  may,  no  liuman 
power  can  establisti  it  in  the  regions  defined  by  tliesfe  bills. 
And  such  were  tke  sentiments  of  two  eminent  patriots  to 
whose  exertions  We  are  greatly  indebted  for  the  satisfactory 
termination  of  the  difficulties  of  1850,  and  who  have  «ince 
parsed  from  ihefr  labors,  and  I  trust  to  their  rew'Urd.  Thus 
believini»,  I  riKNrid  have  been  better  content  had  the  whole 
suliject  been  left  as  it  watliy  the  bill  when  first  introduced 
by  the  Senator  from  HUOois,  without  any  provisioii  regard- 
fug  the  Mi;isouri  couipromii«e.  1  am  aware  that  it  wa.s  re- 
ported tliai  I  Intended  to  propose  the  repeal  of  that  measure, 
but  it  was  ah  error.  My  intentions  were  wtxHly  misunder- 
stood. 1  bad  no  desifn  whatever  to  take  such  a  step,  and 
thus  resUjK;itate  a  deed  of  conciliation  which  had  done  its 
work,  and  done  it  well,  and  which  was  hallowed  by  patriot- 
ism, by  success,  and  by  its  association  with  great  names 
now  transferred  tn  history.  It  belonged  to  a  past  genera- 
Uon;  and  in  the  roidat  of  a  political  tempest  which  a|^>ailed 
the  wisest  and  firmest  in  the  land,  it  h^  said  to  the  wa\'es 
of  agitation,  PeatCf  he  stiU,  and  they  became  still.  It  would 
have  been  better  in  my  opinion  not  to  disturb  its  slumber. 
m  all  usefiil  and  prootical  objects  could  hove  been  attained 
without  it.  But  the  question  iB  hero  without  my  agency.'' 
Delivered  February  fiO,  1854. 

Wheu  I  saw  it,  though  I  diiTered  ft'om  that 
distinguished  geotleman  on  many  questions  of 
public  policy » I  yielded  my  hearty  assent  to  the 
views  which  he  expressed,  and,  m  the  canvass 
which  resulted  in  my  election,  declared  them  to 
be  sentiments  wortlty  of  a  patriot  and  a  states- 
man. '  I  was  for  standing  by  the  compromise  of 
1850  as  a  **  final  settlement"  of  the  slavery  ques- 
tion, and  opposed  to  taking  any  step  that  would, 
in  its  nature  and  consequences,  have  the  cfiect  of 
reviving  the  slavery  saltation,  tt  was  predicted 
that  the  repeal  of  the  Missouii  compromuse  would 
have  the  enect  of  reopening  the  slavery  agitation, 
as  such  procedure  was  in  violation  of  the  plat- 
form of  the  Whi^  pwty,  to  which  I  belong,  and 
of  the  Democratic  party,  and  was  entirely  un- 
nec^sary  for  any  practical  or  useful  end  what- 
ever. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman's  time  has  ex- 
pired. [Cries  of  ** Go  on!'*]  If  there  is  no 
objection,  the  gentleman  will  proceed  with  his 
remarks. 

There  was  no  objection. 

Mr.  PORTER.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  was  decided  in 
the  expression  of  my  opinion  on  the  subject  at 
the  time  the  first  movement  was  made  m  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  during  the  pendency 
of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill.  1  believe  that 
Judge  Douglas  took  the  true  ^ound  in  his  first 
report.    It  was  that  of  opposition  to  introducing 
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any  new  principle  in  regard  to  territorial  or^n- 
izatidn,  and  a  firm  adherence  to  the  principles 
established  by  the  compromise  measures  of  lc50. 
I  believe  the  principles  of  that  report  arp  correct, 
but  that  the  departure  from  those  principles,  by 
the  feature  which  sought  to  intermeddle  with  or 
disturb  the  legislation  of  1820,  was,  as  I  said, 
injudicious  and  uncalled  for  by  the  public  senti- 
ment at  the  South;  that  it  was  unexpected  by 
the  people  everywhere,  and  calculated,  in  its  very 
nature  and  inevitable  tendency,  to  reopen  tho 
slavery  aeitation,  and  do  a  thousand-fold  more 
mischief  than  the  repeal  of  the  restriction  would 
do  good  to  any  section,  North  or  South. 

But  that  bill  was  introduced  and  passed  by 
the  Senate,  with  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  com- 

I)romise  in  it.  It  came  to  this  body.  If  I  recol- 
ect  right,  the  opportunity  of  making  any  amend- 
ments to  the  bill  was  virtually  denica  by  the 
fiarliamentary  tactics  resorted  to  in  the  House, 
f  I  had  been  a  member,  and  had  had  the  oppor- 
tunity, I  would  have  proposed  the  amendment  of 
the  bill,  so  a«  to  make  its  provisions  conform  to 
the  Utali  and  New  Mexico  acts — as  it  did  when 
first  reported  in  the  Senate — so  that  it  would 
have  been  silent  on  the  question  of  tlie  existence 
or  non-existence  of  slavery  therein  bylaw;  leav- 
ing, to  use  the  language  of  the  President's  last 
message  "  the  dormant  letter  of  the  statute"  as 
it  was  left  by  our  fathers  of  1820,  amon«^  whom 
was  th6  illustrious  and  lamented  Clay,  whom  my 
eloquent  colleague  [Mr.  Carutheks]  so  properly 
charactcri£|8  as  the  great  champion  of  the  Whig 
party.  Ifflpad  failed  to  have  the  provisions  of 
the  bill  comorm  to  those  of  the  Utah  and  New 
Mexico  bill,  I  would  have  voted,  as  my  colleagiies 
now  here  did,  for  the  Kansas-Nebraska  oill, 
notwithstanding  what  I  regarded  to  be  an  inex- 
pedient and  objectionable  feature  in  it;  because 
as  a  western  man,  interested  in  the  prosperity  of 
the  great  West  and  of  our  common  country,  I 
felt  that  the  speedy  organization  of  those  Terri- 
tories, lying  on  our  western  borders,  was  a  matter 
of  strict  justice  to  Missouri;  was  a  matter  which 
was  calculated  to  confer  immense  benefits  and  ad- 
vanta^s  not  only  on  Missouri,  Arkcmsas,  and 
Iowa,  and  the  entire  tier  of  western  States,  but 
on  the  entire  Union— especially  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  it  had  a  direct  and  necessary  connection 
with  the  success  of  a  ^reat  national  measure, 
the  **  Central  Pacific  railroad,"  then  projected, 
and  which  was  an  important  question  then  ex- 
citing the  attention  of  our  ablest  statesmen,  of 
the  American  people,  and  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States. 

On  the  same  principle  that  I  opposed  the  re- 
opening of  the  slavery  agitation,  which  unhappily 
took  place  on  the  passage  of  the  Kansas-Nebras- 
ka bill  from  the  cause  aiK)ve  adverted  to,  some  of 
the  bitter  fruits  of  which  we  are  at  this  time  tast- 
ing, I  would  now  oppose  any  attempt  to  amend, 
or  modify,  or  change  the  Kansas  and  Nebraska 
act.  I  am  opposed  to  slavery  agitation.  I  believ^ 
it  to  be  the  greatest  and  most  portentous  evil  of  our 
Republic.  I  believe  it  to  be  one  of  the  most  fruit- 
ful sources  of  mischief  to  our  common  country, 
and  of  danger  to  our  glorious  Union.  I  am  there- 
fore opposed,  as  is  my  honorable  friend  from 
Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Fuller,]  to  any  attempt  to 
modify  or  change  that  bill,  and  thus  revive,  as 
might  be  the  case,  and  increase,  to  an  indefinite 
extent,  the  agitation  of  the  slavery  question.  In 
the  sentiments  expressed  by  the  distinguished 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Fuller]  I 
fully  and  cordially  concur,  to  the  extent  of  oppo- 
sition to  slavery  agitation;  and,  lik«  him,  I  would 
vote  against  the  restoration  of  the  Missouri  com- 
promise restriction.  ^ 

That  is  the  position  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn 
sylvania,  as  he  publicly  and  solemnly  avows 
it.  While  originally  opposed  in  good  faith  to 
the  repeal  of  ue  Missouri  compromise  restric* 
tion,  like  the  distinguished  Senator  I  have  quoted « 
and  many  other  bold  and  true  and  conservative 
statesmen,  whose  speeches  I  could  quote  if  time 
fiUlowed, — like  them,  he  is  opposed  to  any  attempt 
to  reinstate  that  compromise.  Let  the  legislation 
of  1854  stand,  as  the  legislation  of  1820  and  1850 
ought  to  have  stood,  for  weal  or  for#oe.  Let 
the  bitttr-  sectional  strife  which  now  rages  in 
our  country,  and  manifests  itself  in  the  halls  of 
legislation,  to  the  impediment  of  th^  pubUc  busi- 
ness and  the  reproacn  of  our  free  institutions,  be 
alteyed.    Let  peace  onco  more  be  restored  to* our 
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borders,  as  it  was  prior  to  the  legislation  of  1854. 
And  when  it  is  restored,  sir,  let  a  monument,  like 
that  of  the  fabled  cod  "Terminus,**  bo  erected 
to  peace,  between  tlie  two  great  sections  of  the 
Union,  •*  never  to  be  thrown  down!**  Let  there 
be  no  revival  or  increase  of  sectional  jealousies! 
Let  there  reign  an  eternal  peace  between  the 
members  of  our  great  American  family  of  States ! 
This  is  what  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
[my  friend  Mr.  Fuller,]  in  substance,  most  elo- 
quently and  feeUngly  says.  I  care  not  what  his 
antecedents  may  have  been.  He  may  have  been 
opposed  to  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  compro- 
mise; but  that  is  a  thing:  now  numbered  among 
the  things  that  were.  What  statesmen  have  to 
do  with,  and  what  it  behooves  them  to  attend  to, 
is  the  present  and  the  IViture.  I  believe  him  to  be 
an  honorable  and  a  reliable  man — a  man  who 
will  stand  firmly  to  his  avowed  principles.  When 
he  tells  me  that  if  a  bill  were  introduced  for  the 
restoration  of  the  Missouri  compromise,  he  would 
vote  against  it  because  he  is  opposed  to  reviving 
or  continuing  the  slavery  agitatio«i,  then  I  can 
say  to  him,  that  for  all  practical  purposes,  he  and 
I,  as  well  as  he  and  my  worthy  collea^es,  are 
together  on  that  subject.  I  am  opposed  to  any 
agitation  for  a  restoration  of  the  Missouri  com- 
promise; and  we  are  practically,  therefore,  upon 
the  same  ground,  so  far  as  tnat  is  concerned. 
The  gentleman  may  have  regretted,  as  I  regretted , 
the  movement  that  resulted  in  the  repeal  of  that 
measure,  which  had  the  sanction  of  the  illus- 
trious Clay  and  of  the  great  men  o^the  South 
in  1820,  and  that  restored  peace  tdV  distracted 
country,  and  saved  the  Union,  (as  was  then  be- 
lieved by  the  great  men  of  the  South,)  which 
was  imperiled  by  the  slavery  agitation  of  that 
period. 

But,  Mr.  Clerk,  the  great  practical  Question  at 
last  in  regard  to  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill  is  this: 
in  a  very  short  time,  probably  before  another 
Congress  shall  be  elected  and  convened,  Kansas 
will  have  the  requisite  population  to  entitle  her 
to  admission  into  this  Union.  The  gentleman 
fVom  Pennsylvania  declares  that  he  would  admit 
her  into  the  Union  without  rejgard  to  the  ques- 
tion whether  she  has  slavery  in  her  constitution 
or  not.  Upon  that  great  practical  issue — the  only 
practical  one,  I  submit  to  this  House,  involved 
in  this  Kansas-Nebraska  question — my  colleague 
[Mr.  Caruthers]  himself  admits  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  occupies  sound  and 
proper  ground,  and  he  "  thanks  him"  for  declar- 
ing himself  in  favor  of  that  great  republican  prin- 
ciple which  is  dear  to  me,  as  it  ought  to  be  dear 
to  every  friend  of  the  Union.  Then,  for  all  prac- 
tical purposes,  although  a  northern  man,  like  the 
distinguished  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Rich- 
ardson,] he  stands  upon  the  broad  basis  of  the 
Constitution,  guarantying  to  all  the  Territories 
of  this  Union  the  right  to  come  into  the  Union 
when  they  have  the  requisite  population,  upon 
the  simple  condition  that  they  have  repubhcan 
constitutions,  and  apply  for  admission  with  such 
constitutions,  without  regard  to  whether  they 
liave  one  kind  of  domestic  institutions  or  an- 
other, that  being  a  question  to  be  settled  by  the 
people  of  the  Territory  and  by  them  alone.  As 
tlie  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  stands  upon 
that  ^reat  principle,  and  is  as  sound  upon  that 
qiiestion  as  any  other  member  upon  this  floor,  I 
snould  consider  that  I  was  acting  ungratefully  to 
him,  and  unjustly  to  my  own  section,  if  I  were  to 
withhold  my  support  from  him  because,  in  some 
of  his  opinions  and  views  in  regard  to  the  ab- 
stract question  of  slavery,  he  differed  Yrom  my- 
self or  from  a  majority  of  the  people  of  my  sec- 
tion .  I  should  consider  that  1  was  dealing  most 
unjustly  by  hJtn  and  by  that  section.  He  is 
entitled  to  credit  and  gratitude  instead  of  being 
censured  for  daring,  in  the  face  of  any  fanatical 
prejudice  that  may  exist,  if  any,  in  his  own  dis- 
trict, in  relation  to  slavery,  to  come  up  boldly  and 
manfully  and  take  his  stand  in  favor  of  the  con- 
stitutional rights  of  the  South  involved  in  this 
Question.  And,  sir,  after  the  gentleman  from 
*enTi*ylvaiua  made  this  frank  and  manly  declara- 
tion of  hi^rinciplofl — that  declaration  which,  for 
all  pructiW  purposes,  placed  him  on  ground  as 
higli,  as  reliable  and  tenable  as  is  occupied  by 
any  southern  Rcnrcs»mtative  upon  this  floor — the 
organ  of  the  Auministrution,  to  which  I  stand 
opposed  upon  this  floor,  the  Washington  Union, 
inaorsed  the  gentleman's    doctrines,  and  pro- 
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nounced  him,  in  substance,  sound  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill. 

Sir,  as  was  very  properly  said  by  one  of  my 
colleagues,  who  first  addre:?sod  the  House,  [Mr. 
Kennett,]  I  have  no  unfriendly  feeling  towards 
t!ie  distinguished  gentleman  who  is  the  nominee 
of  the  Democrats.  He  is  my  neighbor,  and  a 
nearer  neighbor  to  me  than  he  is  to  my  colleague. 
I  know  him  well.  I  had  the  honor  of  serving  with 
him  in  the  Thirty-Second  Congress.  I  esteem  him 
as  a  gentleman  and  a  statesnmn  of  lar^e  and  liberal 
views.  He  is  a  Wtstem  man  in  his  sentiments 
and  principles;  and,  if  I  am  correctly  informed  in 
regard  to  his  former  course,  is  in  favor  of  tliat  great 
Whig  measure — the  improvement  of  rivers  and 
harbors  by  the  General  Government.  He  stands 
upon  the  same  ground  as  Mr.  Fuller  upon  that 
question.  If  I  felt  at  liberty  to  choose  a  Speaker 
out  of  the  Democratic  party,  I  should  prefer  him 
to  any  other  Democrat  upon  this  floor;  butin  many 
views  of  public  policy  1  differ  with  that  gentle- 
man. He  is  a  supporter  of  this  Administration, 
and  was  put  forward  as  such,  as  I  understand. 
I  was  elected  to  this  House  as  a  national  Whig, 
and  OS  an  opponentof  the  present  Administration 
of  the  Federal  Government.  Then,  sir,  how  can 
I,  consistently  with  my  duty  to  my  constituents 
who  sent  me  here  as  the  Representative  of  a  dis- 
trict which  is  strongly  Whig — having  a  Whig 
majority  of  from  seven  hundred  to  one  thousand, 
ana  myself  elected  by  some  twelve  hundred  and 
eighty  majority  against  a  distinguished  Adminis- 
tration Democrat — how  could  I, in  justice  to  my- 
self and  to  my  constituents,  and  as  a  true  and  just 
man,  come  here  and  cast  my  vole,  from  first  to 
last,  for  the  candidate  of  the  Administration  party 
upon  this  floor? 

Under  certain  circumstances,  I  might  be  in- 
duced to  vote  for  the  gentleman  from  Illinois.  I 
might  vote  for  him  in  opposition  to  a  man  who  is 
opposed  to  the  admission  of  Kansas  into  the 
union  witli  a  constitution  recognizing  slavery  if 
she  chooses  to  form  such  a  constitution;  I  mi^ht 
do  it  in  opposition  to  a  man  in  favor  of  contin- 
uing the  agitation  of  the  slavery  question  for  the 
purpose  of  restoring  the  Missouri  compromise. 
I  might  vote  for  him  in  opposition  to  a  man  hold- 
ing those  views  and  sentiments.  I  might  have 
voted,  and  would  cheerfully  have  voted  for  the 

fentlcman  from  Illinois  in  such  an  alternative,  if 
had  been  reduced  to  that  alternative,  but  I  have 
not  yet  been  reduced  to  it.  When  my  colleague, 
or  any  other  gentleman,  can  demonstrate  to  me 
that  I  can  defeat  Mr.  Banks,  or  any  nominee  of 
the  Republican  caucus  entertaining  similar  views, 
I  will  as  cheerfully  as  any  man  upon  this  floor 
vote  for  Mr.  Richardson  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
feating a  man  entertaining  those  views  and  senti- 
ments, because  I  believe  them  to  be  in  violation 
of  the  Constitution  of  my  country,  of  the  peace 
of  the  States,  and  of  all  the  interests  we  ought  to 
hold  most  dear.  But  that  alternative  is  not  before 
us.  All  the  votes  which  the  friends  of  Mr.  Ful- 
ler now  voting  for  him,  as  all  of  us  know, could 
cast  for  Mr.  Richardson  would  not  elect  him, 
and,  therefore,  in  voting  for  him  now,  or  at  any 
time  since  we  met,  I  snould  simply  be  placing 
myself  in  the  attitude  of  coming  here  as  a  Whig, 
and  an  opponent  o{  the  Administration — elected 
as  such  in  August,  1854 — and  casting  my  vote 
without  attaining  any  practical  end  for  a  Demo- 
crat and  a  supporter  of  the  Administration.  1  do 
not  choose  to  involve  myself  in  such  an  inconsist- 
ency as  that.  And  I  know  my  generous  and 
enlightened  constituents  do  not  expect,  and  would 
not  ask  me  to  do  it.  That  is  my  justification, 
and  I  consider  it  a  full  and  complete  justification 
in  regard  to  my  course  upon  this  matter. 
Gentlemen  have  said  that  the  Whig  party,  as  a 

Earty,  is  dead.  It  may  be  so  in  some  localities, 
ut  I  assure  gentlemen  that  the  Whig  party  of  the 
State  which  I  have  the  honor,  in  part,  to  repre- 
sent, has  not  hauled  down  its  time-honored  and 
glorious  flag— that  flag  which,  in  times  past,  has 
been  borne  aloft  by  a  host  of  illustrious  statesmen 
who  from  time  to  time  have  shed  luster  on  our 
annals.  I  say  that  flag  is  not  pulled  down,  but  is 
yet  floating  in  the  breeze,  and  so  long  as  I  find  it 
floating,  with  the  great  national,  patriotic,  con- 
servative principles  of  the  Whigs  of  1840,  *44, 
'48,  and  *5a  inscribed  upon  it,  though  some  of  its 
stars  may  be  *'  er|sed , **  and  some  of  its  "  stripes'* 
be  "  polluted, "I  stiall  still  be  found  raUjring  under 
its  "ample  folds." 


But,  Mr.  Clerk,  whatever  change  may  take 
place  in  its  organization,  however  many  iiia|r 
prove  recreant  to  the  organization  or  princtplea 
of  that  party,  the  great  principles  and  measures 
of  that  party  still  remain  and  **  still  live,"  and  I 
trust  will  live  forever;  for,  sir,  they  are  sacred 
to  the  cause  of  constitutional  freedom,  and  the 
purity  and  success  of  our  representative  system 
of  Government.  In  casting  my  suflJrage  for  aspir- 
ants for  political  station,  who  have  control  of 
political  power  here  or  elsewhere,  I  shall  cast  it 
for  those  who  most  strongly  and  most  sincerely 
believe  in,  and  faithfully  pnfttice,  the  doctrines 
and  principles  of  the  Whig  party.  In  pursuan^ce 
of  that  determination,  I  have  cast  my  votes  for 
the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
as  an  advocate  of  those  principles  and  doc- 
trines— as  one  who  is  still  true  to  them  in  their 
whole  length  and  breadth.  I  shall  cast  my  rote 
for  him,  because  I  know  him  to  be  an  able,  an 
honorable  maj;i,  and  one  competent  for  the  posi- 
tion to  which  I  desire  to  sec  nim  elected. 

I  have  said,  Mr.  Clerk,  all  I  intended  to  say  in 
explanation  of  the  course  which  I  have  taken.  I 
vote  for  Mr.  Fctller,  because  his  position  on  the 
slavery  question  is  sound,  national,  and  conserva- 
tive; because  he  is  a  Whig  in  his  principles,  and 
views  of  public  policy;  and  I  vote  against  Mr. 
RicHARDsor  because  he  is  a  Democrat,  a  warm 
supporter  of  the  present  Administration,  and  be- 
cause some  of  his  views  and  principles  of  public 
policy,  as  well  as  his  party  a!mnities,  difler  from 
my  own. 

The  call  of  the  roll  was  then  completed,  and 
the  result  announced  as  above  recorded. 

Mr.  McMULLIN,  Tat  nine  o'clock  p.  m.) 
I  move  that  the  House  ao  now  adjourn,  and  upon 
that  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  demand  tellers  upon  the 
yens  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  KKicBTand 
Maxwell  were  appointed. 

The  House  was  then  divided;  and  the  tellers 
reported,  ayes  25,  noes  121.  So  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  not  ordered.    . 

Mr.  ETHERIDGE.  I  move  that  when  the 
House  adjourns,  it  adjourn  until  Saturday  at 
twelve  o  'clook,  m.  Upon  that  I  demand  the  yeas 
and  nays,  and  call  for  tellers  upon  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Etherxdge 
and  Thorington  were  appointed. 

The  House  was  divided,  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  20,  noes  110. 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  Mr.  Ether- 
idge's  motion  to  adjourn  over;  and  it  was  not 
agreed  to. 

[Loud  cries  of  "  Call  the  roll !"] 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  Mr.  Clerk,  it  must  >>e  very 
obvious  to  eentlemen  here 

Mr.  ENGLISH,  (interrupting.)  I  rise  to  a 
question  of  order.  VVhat  question  is  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  speaking  to  ? 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  move  to  rescind  that  un- 
constitutional and  unnecessary  resolution,  limit- 
ing debate  to  ten  minutes;  and  on  that  question  I 
ask  to  be  heard.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  need  not'say  to  this 
House  that  I  am  in  favor  of  an  organization,  if  it 
can  be  effected  to-night,  or  at  any  other  period, 
on  fair  and  equitable  and  just  terms. 

But,  sir,  the  House  has  indulged  some  gentle- 
men here  to-night,  in  speaking  not  only  ten  min- 
utes, but  twenty,  thirty,  and  some  almost  an 
hour;  while  it  has  refused  to  other  gentlemen 
that  privilege.  I  submit,  therefore,  whether  gen- 
tlemen should  not,  in  justice  to  themselves,  re- 
peal that  unnecessary  and  useless  ten-minute  rule. 
If  we  are  to  have  electioneering  speeches,  such 
as  we  have  had  here  to-night,  having^  reference 
to  the  approaching  presidential  election,  I  sub- 
mit to  gentlemen  whether  it  is  not  better  to  repeal 
that  rule,  and  let  us  ^o  to  work  in  good  faith, 
and  make  speeches'with  a  view  to  the  next  pres- 
idential election.  I  ask  the  attentron  of  gentle- 
men of  the  House  to  the  fact  that,  while  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Talbott] — a  gen- 
tleman here  for  the  first  time — proposed  to  address 
the  House  for  the  first  time  this  session,  he  waa 
voted  down  under  this  ten-minute  rule,  and  the 
House  refused  to  let  him  go  on.  And  yet,  there- 
after, gentlemen  were  permitted  to  speak  for 
twenty,  thirty,  and  some  forty  minutes.    I  sub^ 
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mit,  therefore,  that  gentlemen  should  act  consist- 
ently in  the  matter.  I  voted  for  that  ten-minute 
rule,  and  now  I  am  ready  to  vote  against  it. 

I  submit  the  motion,  tlicrefore,  to  rescind  that 
rule,  not  for  the  purpose  of  consuming  time,  but  I 
do  so  in  ^ood  faith,  hoping  that  the  House  will 
take  the  same  view  of  the  matter  as  I  do.  I  have 
BO  much  respect  for  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Mississippi  [Mr.  CIuitman]  who  made  the  mo- 
tion to  establish  this  rule,  that  I  absolutely,  in 
opposition  to  my  own  better  judgment,  was  in- 
duced to  go  with  that  gentleman.  I  hope  that 
the  distinguished  gentleman  who  submitted  the 
pipposition  in  good  faith,  for  the  purpose  of 
effecting  the  organization  of  the  House,  will,  now 
that  he  sees  the  rule  disregarded  and  ridden  over 
by  the  House,  go  with  me  in  the  eflbrt  to  rescind 
the  rule,  so  as  to  give  every  man  who  desires  to 
be  heard  a  fair  chance  to  be  heard,  without  the 
necessity  of  throw^ing  himself  on  the  courtesy  of 
the  House. 

I  again  appeal  to  the  Democracy.  I  want  the 
Democracy  to  tell  me  what  they  arc  to  effect  for 
themselves,  for  the  Democratic  party,  and  for  the 
country,  by  this  extraordinary  system  of  bad 
legislation.  I  ask  them,  what  are  they  to  effect  ? 
In  all  my  experience  in  legislation,  I  have  never 
before  seen  such  a  course  resorted  to  by  gentle- 
men who  go  for  the  largest  possible  lioerty  of 
debate.  We  are  not  only  gagged  by  the  ten- 
minute  rule,  but  gentlemen  are  now  endeavoring 
to  starve  us  into  action  at  variance  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Democratic  party. 

I  hope,  sir,  that  the  gentleman  who  introduced- 
thia  ten-minute  rule  wiU — now  that  it  has  been 
so  repeatedly  violated — vote  with  me  for  its  re- 
scinding. I  want  to  have  a  vote  on  my  motion 
to  rescind,  and  on  that  motion  I  should  Uke  to 
have  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  I  move  to  lay  the  mo- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  upon  the 
table. 

Wr.  McMULLIN.  I  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  that,  and  tellers  upon  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Keitt  and 
Norton  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  tellers  reported — 
ayes  14,  noes  92. 

So  (one  fifth  not  having  voted  in  the  affirma- 
tive) the  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered.. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table,  and,  being  taken,  was  carried 
in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  motion  was  laid  on  the  table. 
Mr.  ETHERIDGE.    I  move  that  the  House 
do  now  adjourn,  and  demand  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  the  motion. 

Mr.  PELTON.  I  demand  tellers  upon  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Peltok  and 
"WiKSLOw  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  tellers  reported — 
ayes  21,  noes  104. 
So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 
Mr.  ETHERIDGE.    I  demand  tellers  on  the 
motion  to  adjourn. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Savaoe,  and 
Washburn  of  Maine,  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken ;  and  the  House  refused 
to  adjourn,  the  tellers  having  reported — ayes  30, 
noes  96. 
fLoud  cries  of  "  Call  the  roll !"] 
Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Kentucky,  obtained  the 
floor. 
The  CLERK.    Mr.  Aiken. 
Mr.  AIKEIN.    Mr.  Richardson. 
Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Kentucky.    I  move  that 
when  the  House  adjourns  to-day,  it  be  to  meet  on 
Saturday  next. 

Mr.  NORTON.  I  rise  to  a  (question  of  order. 
There  was  a  response;  and  during  the  call  of  the 
roll,  1  maintain  tnat  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
has  no  right  to  move  an  adjournment  over. 

The  CLERK.  The  response  was  not  heard 
at  the  Clerk's  desk;  but  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  had  the  floor  before  the  call  of  the  roll 
was  commenced. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  ray  motion. 

Mr.  ETHERIDGE.  And  I  demand  tellers  on 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Lake  and 
Sapp  were  appointed. 


Mr.  NORTON.  I  would  inquire  whether  it  is 
in  order  to  make  these  motions  to  adjourn  in 
rapid  succession? 

The  CLERK.  There  is  nothing  in  the  Con- 
stitution to  prevent  the  repetition  of  the  motion 
to  adjourn. 

The  tellers  reported  seventeen  as  voting  that 
the  veas  and*  nays  be  ordered. 

Mr.  TODD.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order.  One 
fifth  of  a  quorum  is  necessary  to  order  the  yeas 
and  nays,  and  seventeen  is  not  one  fifth  of  a  quo- 
rum; therefore  the  yeas  and  nays  are  not  ordered, 
and  there  is  no  necessity  for  continuing  the  count. 

The  CLERK.  Unaer  the  Constitution,  one 
fifth  of  a  quorum  is  not  required  to  order  the  yeas 
and  nays,  but  one  fifth  of  those  present. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  not  ordered;  the  tellers  having  reported — 
ayes  17,  noes  104. 

•  The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  motion 
was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  move  that  there  be  a 
call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  ETHERIDGE.  I  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays,  and  tellers  on  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  Clerk  appointed  Messrs.  Morgan  am 
Barksdale  to  act  as  tellers. 

The  House  was  divided;  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  11,  noes  90. 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  ETHERIDGE.  I  call  for  tellers  on  the 
motion. 

The  Clerk  appointed  the  same  gentlemen  tellers. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  10,  noes  86. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  BOWIE  moved  to  rescind  the  ten-minute 
rule,  and  addressed  the  House  at  some  length. 
He  has  withheld  his  remarks  for  revision .  [They 
will  appear  in  the  Appendix.] 

Mr.  B.  having  concluded — 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn;  and  upon  that  I  ask  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  demand  tellers  upon  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Wheeler 
and  CuMBACK  were  appointed. 

The  House  was  then  divided;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  25,  noes  102. 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  refused,  not  one 
fifth  voting  in  ftivor  thereof. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  the  motion  to 
adjourn,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Bowie]  to 
rescind  the  ten-minute  rule;  and,  being  put,  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  SNEED.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn,  and  upon  that  I  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  MORGAN.    I  call  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Wright,  of 
Tennessee,  and  Pringle  were  appointed. 

The  House  was  divided;  and  the  tellers  report- 
ed— ayes  47;  more  than  one  fifth  of  a  quorum. 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  there  were — yeas 
36,  nays  159;  as  follows: 

YEAS — McMre.  Aiken,  Bell,  Boyce,  John  P.  Campbell, 
Carlile,  Canithers,  Cox,  Davidson,  Henry  Winter  Davis, 
Edwards,  Elheridf^,  Eu^is,  Henry  M.  Fuller,  Harrison, 
Keitt,  Kennett,  Lake,  Lindley,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Mo 
MuUiu,  McQueen,  Millson,  Miilward,  Moore,  Orr,  Paine, 
Porter,  Ready,  Savage,  William  U.  Smith.  Sneed,  Swope, 
Tripne,  Underwood,  Vail,  Wheeler,  and  Zolliroflbr--36. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Albright,  Allison,  Banks,  Barbour^  Bar- 
clay, Barksdale,  Henry  Benneu,  Benson,  Bingham,  Bishop, 
Bocock,  Bowie,  Bradshaw,  Branch,  Brenton,  Brooks,  Buf- 
fington,  Burlingame,  Burnett,  Cadwalader,  James  H.  Camp- 
bell, Lewis  D.  Campb**!!,  Caskie,  Chalfee,Claw6on,  Cling- 
man,  Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Colfax,  Com- 
ins,  Cragin,  Cullen,  Cumback,  Damrell,  Timothy  Davis, 
Day,  Dean,  Denver,  De  Win.  Dickson,  Dodd,  L>owdell, 
Dunn,  Durfee,  Edroundson,  Emrie,  English,  Faulkner, 
Flagler,  Florence,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Galloway,  Gid- 
dings,  Gilbert,  Granger,  Greenwood,  Grow,  Augustus  Hall, 
Ro^rt  B.  Hall,  Harlan,  J.  Morrison  Hams,  Sampson  W. 
Harris,  Thomas  L.  Harris,  Haven,  Herbert,  Hickman, 
Hoffman,  Holloway,  T.  R.  Horton,  valentine  B.  Horton, 
Houston,  Howard,  Hughston,  Jcwett,  George  W.  Jones, 
Kelly,  Kelsey,  King,  Knapp,  Knight,  Knowlton,  Leiter, 
Letcher,  Lumpkin,  Samuel  S.  Marshall,  Matteson,  Max- 
well, McCarty,  Meacham,  KUIian  Miller,  Smith  Miller,  Mor- 
gan, Morrill,  Mott,  Murray,  Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew  Oli- 
Yer,Mordecai  Oliver,  Packer,  Pearce,  Peck,  Pelton,  Pen- 
nington, Peiiit,  Phelps,  Pike,  Pringle,  Purviance,  Puryear, 
Quitman,  Reade,  Ricaud, Rivers,  Robbias,  Roberts,  Rufiin, 
Rust,  Sabin,  Sage,  SaAdidge,  Sapp,  Scott,  Sherman,  Sim 
I  monsi  Spinaer,  Stanton,  Steiriiens,  Stewart,  Stranaban, 


Talbott,Tappan,  Taylor,  Thorington,ThurBton,  IVxld,  Traf- 
ton,  Tyson,  Valk,  Wade,  Wakeman,  Walbridge,  Waldron, 
Wnnier,  CjulwiUadtir  C.  Washburiic,  Ellihii  B.  Wa^h- 
biirnc,  Unxel  Wa^hbiini,  Waikins,  Wat.^on,  Wplch,  Wij- 
Hnms,  Winslow,  WomI,  Woodruff,  Woodworth,  Daniel  B. 
Wright,  and  John  V.  Wright— 159. 

Pcndino;  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  DAVIDSON  (when  his  name  was  called) 
said:  Before  I  vote,  Mr.  Clerk,  I  ask  to  be  in- 
formed how  many  votes  Mr.  Richardson  had  on 
the  last  ballot  ? 

The  CLERK.    Sixty-seven. 

Mr.  DAVIDSON.  Well,  then,  as  that  is  seven 
votes  short  of  die  vote  given  by  the  Democratic 
party — the  immortal  seventy-four — and  as  it  is 
well  understood  by  those  who  know  me  that  there 
is  no  better  party  man  living  than  I  am,  that  I  go 
to  caucuses  and  abide  by  caucuses — I  cAnsider 
that,  on  this  occasion,  it  is  necessary  that  I  should 
^ive  the  reason  why  I  vote  in  favor  of  adjourn- 
inff. 

Members  of  my  pafty  have  gone  into  caucus, 
and  determined  to  remain  here  during  the  night, 
and  to-morrow,  and  to  an  indefinite  time,  so  as 
to  effect  the  election  of  a  Speaker.  After  doing 
that,  some  seven  of  them  have  paired  off — taken  a 
comfortable  way  of  voting — instead  of  remaining 
here,  with  a  view  of  solving  the  problem,  ot 
whether  a  man  may  be  forced,  by  physical  ability 
or  inability,  to  determine  that  which  the  mind  will 
not  authorize  them  to  determine.  As  I  have  been 
always  opposed  to  tests  in  physical  ability  or 
inability,  and  as  I  desire  to  be  placed  Yair  with 
all  those  gentlemen  of  my  party,  and  finding  that 
no  combinMon  of  circumstances  on  God's  earth 
would  induce  me  for  a  moment  to  vote  for  any 
man  but  Mr.  Richardson,  and  feeling  that  every 
other  honorable  gentleman  of  this  House  is  actu- 
ated by  at  least  as  equally  honorable  sentiments 
as  I  Um — aside  from  fanaticism — I  do  not  sup- 
pose that,  after  eleven  o'clock,  any  election  of 
Speaker  can  be  effected  I  shall  therefore  vote  for 
the  adjournment,  and  assume  the  responsibility 
of  so  voting. 

Mr.  SNEED.  My  colleague,  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Tennessee,  being  unwell,  has  paired  off  with 
Mr.  RiTCHiK,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  has  desired 
me  to  say  s^  in  the  eVent  of  another  ccdl  of  the 
roll. 

After  the  announcement  of  the  vote,  there  were 
loud  cries  of  "  Call  the  roll!" 

Mr.  SNEED.  I  hold  in  my  hand,  Mr.  Clerk, 
a  resolution  which  it  has  been  mypurpose,  for 
some  three  or  four  weeks  past,  to  offer  to  the 
serious  consideration  of  this  House.  I  should 
have  preferred  that  some  gentleman  of  experience 
here  nad  offered  this  resolution,  at  whose  pre- 
sentation it  would  be  more  likely  to  have  met 
with  a  favorable  result;  but  it  seems  that  no  other 
gentleman  will  press  seriously  the  resolution. 
Before  declaring  what  this  resolution  is,  I  will 
say  that  I  desire  not  to  trespass  on  the  indulgence 
of  the  House,  nor  do  I  ask  the  favor  of  being 
heard  beyond  the  rule.  But  upon  some  suitable 
occasion — and  an  early  one,  I  nope — it  is  my  de- 
sire to  speak  in  response  to  at  least  two  addresses 
which  have  been  made  reflecting  upon  the  Amer- 
ican party.  I  mean  the  speeches  of  the  Hon. 
Howell  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  and  of  my  colleague, 
Mr.  Smith.  With  these  parenthetical  remarks 
as  to  my  intentions,  I  desire  to  say  that  I  have 
thought  all  along — since  the  contest  has  been 
shown  to  be  a  continuous  one,  and  likely  to  be 
a  bitter  and  violent  one — that  the  dignities  and 
proprieties  of  the  House  of  Representatives  ought 
to  be  presided  over  by  a  member  of  our  own  body 
— by  a  gentleman  who  had  received  the  popular 
sanction  to  be  here.  And  I  think,  sir,  that  the 
scenes  to-day,  on  more  than  one  occasion,  should 
have  carried  this  conclusion  to^ery  gentleman 
who  consults  his  own  respectability  as  a  part  of 
this  constituent  assembly.  A  gentleman  from 
among  ourselves  presiding  here  would  be  respect- 
ed more,  in  the  first  place;  and  in  the  next  place, 
would  have  the  rights  which  I  desire  to  see  exer- 
cised over  this  House. 

With  these  remarks,  and  with  the  additional  one 
that  the  promptness  of  my  own  will  would,  at  an 
earlier  period  of  our  meeting,  have  induced  me  to 
select  an  ex-official  to  preside  over  this  House,  I 
will  say  that  as  things  have  transpired  here,  and 
as  a  n«mie  has  been  presented  of  a  gentleman  who 
is,  I  am  sure,  eminently  fitted  to  preside  over  this 
House,  I  will  not  stop  to  inquire  whether  that 
giAUeman  agrees  with  me  in  politics,  or  whether 
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he  has  not  even  offisrsd  insult  to  the  Order  of 
which  I  avow  myself,  with  pride,  a  member.  The 
selection  of  a  name  different  from  the  one  which 
was  selected  when  the  subject  was  up  before 
might  seem  invidious,  and  I  do  not  wish  to  lay 
myself  open  to  that  charge*  I  therefore  mcuve  that 
James  ll  Orr,  of  -South  CarpUoa,  be  requested 
to  preside  as  te^iporary  Chairman  uptil  a  ^»caker 
be  elected;  and  on  that  propositipn  I  demsiid  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  I  move  a  substitute  for  that: 
strike  out  all  after  the  word  **  re^olv^,'*  and 
insert  the  following: 

That  Metsre.  Barks,  RtcnAmDtON,  and  Fullrr  be  ta- 
inted to  prwide  tamporarily  iMuCbtirmea  of  thm  House,  at 
Ibey  may  muxually  agree,  amil  a  3pfiaJ(er  be  elected. 

Mr.  ^VASHBURN,  of  Mame.  I  move  to  lay 
the  whole  subject  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HUMPHREY  MARSHALL,  (at  eleven 
p.  m.)    I  move  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  SNEED.  What  would  be  the  position  of 
the  question,  if  I  call  for  the  previous  question  ? 
Would  il  be  to  cut  off  all  amendments,  and  bring 
the  House  to  a  vote  on  my  motion  ? 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  fVom  Tennes- 
see [Mr.  Snebd]  will  bear  in  mind,  that  after  the 
amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  In- 
diana, [Mr.  Colfax,]  the  gentleman  from  Maine 
[Mr.  Washburn]  moved  to  lay  the  whole  sub- 
ject on  the  table.  That  is  the  motion  now  before 
the  House. 

Mr.  PAINE,  On  that  motion  I  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays.  ^ 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.  ^ 

Mr.  PAINE.  I  wish  to  ask  whether,  if  this 
resolution  is  laid  upon  the  table,  it  will  be  in  order 
to  ask  a  division  of  the  question  upon  the  amend- 
ment, so  that  the  question  shall  be  first  taken  upon 
striking  out? 

Mr.  SNEED.  If  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  will  allow  me,  I  will  relieve  the  gentle- 
man and  the  House  from  any  difficulty  that  my 
resolution  may  have  involved  them  in;  1  withdraw 
the  resolution.     [Cries  of  •*  Call  thd  roll ! '*] 

Mr.  PAINE.  I  submit  the  following  resolu- 
tion for  the  consideration  of  the  House;  and  I 
hope  it  will  be. adopted:  ^ 

Rt^olped,  That,  nntil  -Saumlay  next  at  twelve  o'clock, 
in.,  no  motion  to  adjonro,  or  to  take  a  rt^cciis,  !>lmll  ^  iq 
order,  unless  a  Speaker  shall,  before  that  time,  be  elected. 

Now,  air,  I  desire  to  say  that  no  member  of 
this  House  is  less  disposed  th^  I  am  to  do  any- 
thing that  would  be  unpleasant  to  a  single  inoi- 
vidual  here.  But  it  seems  that  one  party  here  is 
deterniine4  that  an  adjournment  shall  not  take 
place  until  a  Speaker  lias  been  elected.  By  two 
successive  trieus,  a  large  majority  of  the  House 
have  shown  that  opposition  to  an  adjournment. 
I  have  therefore  onfered  this  resolution  for  the 
purpose  of  cutting  off  these  repeated  motions  to 
adjourn,  when  it  is  evident  the  House  will  not 
entertain  or  vote  for  them.  1  want  to  see  the 
purpose  carried  out  to  its  legitimate  result.  I  did 
pot  come  here  with  the  expectation  that  any  man, 
invested  as  a  Representative  of  any  portion  of 
these  United  States,  would  be  called  on  to  go  into 
an  exhibition  of  physical  abihty ;  but  it  seems  that 
we  are  to  be  put  to  that  test.  Now,  I  should  like 
to  know,  in  order  that  I  m^y  make  up  my  mind 
as  to  what  I  have  to  endure,  whether  tne  intention 
is  to  be  carried  out  in  good  faith.  I  therefore 
hope,  if  a  majority  of  the  House  are  opposed  to 
an  adjournment  until  a  Speaker  is  elected,  that 
they  will  act  in  good  faitn,  and  adopt  the  reso- 
lution. I  submit  the  resolution,  and  call  for  the 
previous  question  upon  it. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  I  would  stiggest  to  the  gen- 
tleman that  he  i^^cludc  in  his  resolution  the  prop* 
osition  that  np  motion  to  t^lce  a  recess  shftll  be  m 
order. 

Mr.  PAINE.    That  is  in  the  resolution. 

Mr.  BOWIE.  Now,  Mr.  qeyk,  I  believe  1 
have  the  floor? 

The  CLERK.  No  debate  is  in  order  while 
the  motion  for  the  previous  question  is  pci^ding. 

Mr.  PAINE,  Upon  consultation  witn  friends 
around  me,  I  will  for  the  present  withdraw  my 
resolution. 

Mr.  SNEED.  I  ncyf  renew  the  resolution 
oflfercd  by  me  some  minutes  siAce,  fMfid  demand 
the  previou^jguestion  upon  it. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  move  to  lay 
that  resolution  upon  the  table. 


Mr.  SNEED.    I  have  not  yielded  the  floor. 

The  CLERK.  No  debate  is  in  order  pending 
the  call  for  the  previous  question. 

[Much  disorder  and  confusion  prevailed  in  the 
HaU.] 

Mr.  DA\^DSON.  I  call  for  the  yeas  efid  nays 
upon  hiving  the  resolution  upon  tbe  table. 

Mr.  FECK.  I  rise  to  ai^uestio^  of  order.  I 
submit  that  it  is  not  in  order  to  move  to  lay  the 
motion  for  the  previous  ouestion  upon  the  table. 

The  CLEIUC.  The  eflect  of  the  motion  would 
be  to  carry  the  resolution  with  it  to  the  table. 

Mr.  BOWIE.  I  want  to  see  this  House  or- 
ganized. [Laughter,  and  cries  of  **  Order  I "]  I 
am  discussing  a  question  of  order.  ^Loud  calls 
to  order,  and  great  confusion.]  What  is  th^  ques- 
tion of  order  ? 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Maryland 
will  allow  the  Clerk  to  say,  that  a  motion  has 
been  made  to  lay  the  resolution  upon  the  table, 
which  motion  is  not  debatable.  The  Clerk  is 
entirely  powerless  to  preserve  order  unless  gen- 
tlemen of  the  House  will  assist  him.  He  appeals 
to  the  House  to  aid  him  in  preserving  order.  The 

auestion  is  up^n  laying  the  resolution  of  the  gen- 
eman  from  North  Carolina  upon  the  table,  upon 
which  the  yeas  and  nays  have  been  demanded. 
The  yeas  and  na-ys  were  ordered. 
The    question    was  taken;   and   the    motion 
decided  in  the  negative — ^yeas  100,  nays  101;  as 
follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Albri^t,  Allison,  Banks,  Barboar,  Hen- 

3r  Benneu,  liensoo,  Bingbam,  Biiibop,  Bnuldliaw,  Brenton, 
ufllngton,  Builin|q.roc,  Jamen  II.  Campbell,  Lewis  D. 
Campbell, CliaflTeCjClHWMn,  CoUhx,  Cumins.  Cra^n,  Cum- 
back,  Damrell,  Timothy  Davi«,  Day,  Dean,  De  Witt,  D»ok- 
■on,  Dodd,  Dunn,  Doribe,  Edwards,  Enuie,  Fiasler.  Gallo- 
way, GidiUnf;),  Gilbert,  Granger,  Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall, 
Harlan.  IIami>on,  Hickman,  Hollo  way,  Thomas  R.  Horton, 
Valentine  B.  Horton,  Howard,  Hushston,  Kel«ey,  King, 
Koapp,  Knight,  KnoHrlton,  Knox,  Lciter,  Matletcsi,  Mc- 
Carty,  Meacbam,  Killian  Millar,  Moig«n,  Morrill,  Mott, 
Murray,  Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Pearco,  Pelton, 
Pennington,  Pettil,  Pike,  Pringle,  Purviance,  ftobbins^  Rob- 
erts, B&bin,  Bage,  Bapp,  ShprmaN,  Simraons,  Spinner, 
Stanton,  StmuUian,  Tappsn.  Tlionoftoo,  Thunton,  Todd, 
Tniilton,  Tyiion,  Wade,  Wakeman,  vValbridffe,  Waldron. 
Cadwaladcr  C.  Wuhbume.EIUhu  B.  Wa^unie.  Israel 
Washburn,  Watson,  Welch,  Wood,  Woodruff,  Wood  worth, 
and  Zollicoffer— 100. 

NAYB— Meaani.  Aiken,  Allen,  Derelay,  £srkidaIe,Bell, 
Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce.  Branch,  Brooks,  Burnett.  Cadwala- 
dcr, John  P.  Campbell.  Carlile,  Cnruthers.  CasKie,  Cling- 
man,  Howell  Cobb.  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Cox,  Cullen, 
Dftvidson,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Othver,  Dowdell,  Edmund- 
8sn,  BUMtuEngUfb,  £;(l)eriilge,£ufitifi,F«ulknor,  Florence, 
Henry  M.  Fuller.  Thomas  J,  D.  Fuller.  Goode,  Green  wood* 
Augustus  Hall,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Sampson  W.  Hams, 
Thomas  L.  Harris,  Haven,  Herbert,  Hofihian,  Houston, 
Jewett,  George  W.  JonM,  Keitt,  Ketly,  Kean«n,  Lak«. 
L»etcber.  Lindlcy,  Lumpkin,  Hainphrey  M|ir«baU,  Samuel 
8.  Marsuall,  Maxwell,  McMulUn,  Mcduecn,  Smith  Miller, 
Millson.  Mill  ward,  Moore,  Bfordecal  Oliver,  Packer,  Paine, 
Peck,  Phelps,  Porter,  Powell,  Puryear,  Quitman,  Read)', 
Ricaud.  Richardson,  Rivers,  Ruffin,  Rost,  Saadidge,  Savage, 
Sooa,WilUamR.  Smith,  8seed,Stcphen0y  Stewart,  Swope, 
Talbott,  Taylor,  Trippc.  Underwood,  Vail,  Valk,  Warner, 
Watkins,  Wheeler,  Wlllhuns,  Wlilsiow,  DaniCI  B.  Wright, 
and  John  V.  Wright— 101. 

So  the  House  refi;sed  to  lay  the  resolution 
upon  the  table. 

Pending  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  WADE  stftted  that  his  colleague,  Mr. 
Bliss,  in  consequence  of  ill  health,  had  paired  off 
with  Mr.  HENnLKT  S.  Bennett  for  the  nig^ht. 

Mr.  CIUITMAN  (when  his  name  was  called) 
9(iid:  Before  I  give  my  vote,  I  desire  to  say  that, 
since  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  liowiz] 
has  exhausted  almost  every  suoject  that  has  occu- 
pied the  attention  of  the  House  since  the  session 
commenced,  in  connection  with  the  election  of 
Speaker,  and  since  my  friend  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
McMulun]  has  spoken  fully  upon  tlie  subject  of 
the  ten-minutes  rule,  I  simply  take  occasion  to 
say,  that  hereafter  I  shall  calf  any  gentleman  to 
order  who  exceeds  the  ten  minutes  to  which  he 
is  entitled  under  the  rule.  I  shall  call  any  man  to 
order,  whether  friend  or  foe.  [Cries  of  "That's 
right!"  "Good!**]  I  simply  give  this  hotice 
now,  in  order  that  I  may  not  be  considered  guilty 
of  partiality. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  demand  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  ordering  the  main  question  to 
Be  now  put. 

Mr.  ETHERIDGE.  I  rise  to  a  privileged 
question.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now  ad- 
journ.    [Cries  of  "  No !  no  "T 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  House  refused 
to  adjourn. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  ordering 
the  mam  question  to  be  now  put. 


Mr.  MEACHAM.  Is  the  resolution  opeo  to 
amendment } 

The  CLERK.    It  is  not. 

Mr.  MEACHAM.  The  previous  question  has 
not  been  ordered. 

The  CLEEK.  It  has  been  seconded;  and  th« 
question  is  now  on  ordering  the  n^un  question  to 
be  now  put. 

The  question  was  then  pot,  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative-^yeas  9i2,  nays  106;  as  follows: 

YEAJS— M«89n.  Aiken,  AUen.  BarkwUUe,  BeU,  Bocaek, 
Bowie,  Boyce.  Draiich.  Brooks,  Bumcu,  Cadwalaoer,  Joto 
P.  Campbell,  Oarlfle,  Caruihcrs,  Caskie,  Clingman,  Howdl 
Cobb,  WiHinmson  ft.  W.  Cobb,  Cox,  Davidson,  Henry  Wit- 
ter Davi«,  Deaver,  Dowdell,  Edmuodson,  Elliou,  BofHyk, 
£usti8,  Evans,  FapiJMi«r,  Floreuce,  Ueury  M.  Futtev, 
Thpmas  J.  t>.  ruUcr,  Goode.  Greenwood,  Augustus  BsB, 
J.  Morrison  Harris.  s*ainpi«on  W.  liarriis,  lliomaa  Jj.  Hsirfe, 
HaTCti,  Herl»«rt.  HodbMUi,  HouMon,  Jevreft,  Ctoiye  W. 
Jone«,  KdH,  Kelly,  Lake,  Letcher,  LiiMtiey,  L«nf»kiB» 
Hompbrev  Mansball,  Samacl  8.  ManUiall,  JlaxweU,  Mc- 
MulIiD,  AfcQue^n.  Smith  Miller,  Millsou,  Miuwqfd,  Moore, 
Mordecai  OliTer,  Packer,  Paine,  Peck,  Phelps,  Porter.  Pow- 
ell, Puryear,  Quitman,  Ready,  Ricaud,  UichanfeRHi^Rafla, 
Rust,  Sandidge^  Savafe,  Bnted,  8tephe(is,  Stewart,  HfiF<af»e, 
Talbott,  Taytor,  Trippij,  Undcxwood,  Vail,  Vsik-  Wan>«v 
Waikmt?,  Wheeler,  WilliiLms,  Wioslow,  t>anje1  B-  Wri^ 
and  Jolm  V.  Wright— 92. 

NAVB~Mes«B.  Albriirbt,  AUlson,  Banks,  Barbour,  Bes- 
ry  Bennett,  Bensoo,  Bisgbajn,  Biiihop,BradiBhaw,  BrttsMs, 
Bu^DctoJi,  Burlingame,  James  H.  Campbell,  ttenrn  D. 
CanipDelj,  Chaffee,  Clawaon,  Colfax,  Comins,  Crapn, 
CuHen,  Oumbacfc,  Damrell,  Timothy  Davis,  Day,  Dhnib, 
Do  Witt,  Dickson,  Dodd,  Dunn,  Durfee,  Ednrards.  Eantrie, 
EtheruUe.  Flsgler,  Gallown^,  GiddinfB,  Gilbert,  Urasfcr, 
Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan,  Hickman,  HoIIoway,  Thooi- 
aa  R.  Horton,  Valentine  B.  florton,  Howard,  Hoi^totoa, 
Kelsey,  Kennetl,  KinR,  Knnpp,  Kni^it,  KjiowltonrSsoi, 
Leiter,  Matteson,  McDany,  Meaobaoi,  KiUiaii  Miller,  ftfar> 
^ao,  Morrill,  McHt,  Murray,  Nichols,  Nortoa.Aod^lf  Oli- 
ver, Pearce,  Pelton,  Pennington,  Petlii,  Pike,  Prinfle, 
Purviance,  Readc,  Rivers,  Robblns,  Roberts,  Sabin,  9ixy 
Sapp,  Scott,  Sherman,  Simmons,  William  R.  e^tli,0kMi> 
net.  btanton,  Stianab«i,  Tappan,  Thoringtoa,  TtaorMos, 
Todd,  Trajlon,  Tyson,  W^ade,  Wakeman,  Wa)brid«^ 
Waldron,  Cadwaladcr  C.  Washbume,  Ellihu  B.  "WaS^ 
bume,  Israel  Washbnm,  Watson,  Welch,  Wood,  Wood- 
ruff, Woodworth,  and  ZoHicoA^r— 106. 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  main  ques- 
tion should  not  be  nc^nr  put. 

Pending  the  call  of  the  roll — 

Mr.  COLFAX.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  desire  to  fttate, 
as  I  have  the  rig)it  to  do,  the  reasons  for  my  vpte. 
I  will  occupy  but  a  few  moments. 

Mr.  CLljVGMAN.  I  will  make  the  point  of 
order  that,  in  a  proceeding  under  the  {nreTipus 
question,  no  debate  is  in  order. 

Mr,  COLFAX,  in  answer  to  that  point  of 
order  I  will  state  tliat  the  honorable  gentlemaa 
fVom  Mississippi  [Mr.  CliriTMAN]  was  aHowcd  ts 
speak  in  regara  to  a  auestion  which  was  not  pend- 
ing, during  a  call  ot  the  roll  on  the  recent  mo- 
tion to  lay  on  the  table. 

The  CLEEK.  It  has  been  the  usage  to  allow 
gentlemen  to  explain  their  votes  during  the  caQ 
of  the  roll,  and  the  gentleman  will  proceed  with 
his  remarks. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  Mr.  Clerk,  then,  if  I  am  in 
order,  I  desire  to  say  a  few  words,  not  so  much 
to  the  House  as  to  the  people  who  are  anxiously 
watching  every  movement  here.  It  became  my 
duty,  or  at  least  I  felt  it  to  be  so,  a  week  since, 
when  a  proposition  similar  to  the  one  now  ooder 
consideration  was  introduced,  to  set  forth  what 
in  my  judgment  would  be  the  legitimate  results 
of  the  adoption  of  that  resolution  by  this  body, 
and  I  predicted  then  that,  if  the  gentleman  ftt>m 
South  Carolina  was  placed  in  the  Chair  tempo- 
rarily, he  would  be  retained  there  permaaenuy. 
The  gentlem^  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Skk^d] 
ag^n  presents  the  resolution  this  evening.  He  is 
a  southern,  or,  as  it  is  generally  called,  a  **  twelAh 
section  American."  1  immeaiately  proposed, as 
I  did  on  a  former  occasion,  an  amendment,  that 
the  tliree  gentlemen  who  have  been  respectively 
voted  for  as  candidates  for  the  speakership  shou(d 
be  invited  to  act  as  temporary  chairmen,  to  pre- 
side alternately  over  our  deliberations  as  wej 
might  pautually  agree,  until  a  Speaker  was  elected. 
This,  in  my  opinion,  was  as  ma|[nauimQus  s^ 
could  be  claimed.  It  was  a  proposition  irom  the 
majority  to  place  the  two  mmorities,  whose 
united  vote  only  equals  ours,  each  upon  an  equal 
footing  with  the  Republicans;  and  yet,  by  the 
sharp  tactics  of  my  friend  from  Tennessee,  it  was 
refused,  and  no  vote  allowed  to  be  taken  upon  it, 
he  first  withdrawing  his  resolution,  which  caused 
pdy  amendment  to  fall  with  it,  and  then  reofferine 
it,  and  calling  the  previous  question  before  he  tooK 
his  seat,  so  as  to  cut  o^  the  unpalatable  amend- 
ment. 


l^SR  GOTSGHSSSmHiAl'  CiI4^i9^. 
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'What  hsB  passed  i»  thui  Hall  for  the  paat  few 
iveekd,  Mr.  Clerk?  Theite  haye  boen  o0ere4 
from  (hU  aide  of  the  House,  at  fi.vc  several  times, 
plurality  resolutions,  aa  means  by  which  thi^ 
enUui|^lement  might  promiitly  be  settled  aond  an 
or^ranization  effected  without  sacrifice  .of  Drin- 
ciple  by  any  one.  Who  werethe  m^snbers  uiat 
voted  tAem  down  ?  GenUemtn  say  that  ihey  are 
not  in  alliance  with  the  Democratic  party-* — 

Mr.  SNEEp,  (interrupting.)  If  no  other  gen- 
aleinan  will,  I  wiU  ^1  mB  gcn^l^ioan  to  order.  I 
«aUed  for  the  previous  question ,  and  tha^»  X 
ihiiikf  cuts  off  all  debate. 

Mr.  COLPA^.  I  am  in  order.  I  haye  but  a 
fe^  wprds  to  say,  and  I  insist  on  axy  rig)^  tp 
coimlete  my  remarks. 

Mr.  ^£Ep.  I  insist  f>^  j^f^y  ij^estion  of 
or^ber. 

The  CLERiS:.  The  pcaciice  of  the  House 
lias  been  to  allow  gentlemen,  during  a  vot^,  to 
explain  their  position.  The  Clerk  SMbmits  the 
matter  to  the  House  for  its  decision.  [Cries  of 
"CaU  thiB  roU!"  "Oo  on!"  *•  Hear  ^im 
through!*'] 

Mr.  COLFAX.  Am  I  to  understand  thsjt  I 
StfB  ruled  out  of  oiyler? 

The  CLERK.  '  The  Clerk  wajply  states  Oiat 
it  has  been  the  pcactice  to  permit  gentlemen  to 
explain  their  votes  during  the  call  of  the  roll. 
Jdr.  COLFAX.  Then  I  wUl  proceed. 
M,r*  SKK^D.  I  will  say  with  great  resi^ct, 
that  such  has  not  been  the  practice  ofi  motions 
to  adjourn^  or  oa  ordering  th^  main  question  to 
be  now  put. 

The  CLERK.  It  has  been  indulged  on  mo> 
tiorn  to  lay  on  tl^  table,  aad  also  on  motions  to 
«djouBn.    rCiies  of  '^Go  ahead,  then  !*'] 

Mr.  COLFAX.  I  wiU  now  proceed  with  my 
remarks.  We  have  o^ercd  a  plurality  resolution 
lirae  afler  time  on  this  side  of  the  House"- the 
aaxne  kind  of  a  resolution  under  which  the  dis- 
tinguished gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Cobb] 
was  elected  Speaker  of  the  House.  Though 
tkat  plurality  rule  once  inured  to  the  adyantage 
ef  the  Democratic  party,  a  change  has  now  come 
•*  o'er  the  spirit  or  thejr  dream,**  and  it  is  now 
bitterly  opposed  by  that  same  party.  Again, 
while  theyj>rofess  a  holy^rror  for  tuose  whom 
they  call  Know  Nothings,  yet,  sir,  they  exhibit 
no  tenderness  of  conscience,  no  c^y  fielucUmce, 
"when  staking  palms  wit^  them  with  a  view  to 
BTUike  war  against  a  foe  which  seems  common  to 
both,  which  is  pledged  and  resolved  to  use  every 
(exertion  to  prevent  the  extension  of  slavery,  and 
which  regards  the  mat  issue  of  freedom  as 
paramount  to  all  others.  The  alliance  of  the 
Democracy  and  the  southern  Know  Nothings  on 
the  votes  against  the  plurali^  resolutionB,  which 
would  have  organized  this  House  in  an  hour,  and 
also  on  the  resolution  now  pending  before  us,  is 
as  perfect  »a  that  between  England  and  France. 
Although  they  may  talk  of  the  hereditary  hates 
of  the  past,  yet,  in  act  and  deed,  they  are  now  in 
offensive  ana  defensive  alliance.  So,  in  act,  and 
Tote,  and  deed,  do  these  minorities  war,  shoulder 
to  shoulder,  against  the  Republicans.  What  a 
spectacle  is  presented  to  us !  The  gentleman  from 
Illinois,  [Mr.  Richaboson,]  the  chosen  champion 
of  the  Administration  members,  voting  with  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Fuller,]  the 
chosen  champion  of  the  national  Americans;  the 
Democrats  and  the  twelfth -section  Know  Noth- 
ings side  by  side !  We  see  the  good-natured  gen- 
tleman from  Philadelphia  [Mr.FLoasKCEl  votij^g 
most  cordially  on  this  resolution  and  the  plurality 
rule  with  those  whom  he  has  called  "  Church- 
burners."  We  see  the  gentleman  from  Phila- 
delphia, his  eolleague,  [Mt.Cadwalad^,!  voting 
with  those  whom  he  says  are  guilty  oJf  rapine 
and  of  shnost  every  other  crime  in  the  ealendar. 
And  so  on  through  the  whole  roll-call,  we  see 
the  ^ntlcmen  who  engaged  with  so  much  amu- 
matum  in  a  battle  of  wordt^  making  the  same 
record  in  tht^ir  voU$  on  all  the  resolutions  which 
look  towards  the  organization  of  the  House. 

The  proposition  was  offered  by  Mr.  Snebd,  a 
twclfth-section  Know  Nothing,  that  Mr.  Qrr 
sliould  be  selected  as  chairman  to  preside  over 
our  deliberations  until  a  Soeaker  was  elected. 
To  that  I  proposed  an  amenoment,  that  the  three 
principal  canoidates  for  the  speakership  should 
preside  temporarily,  each  in  his  turn.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Teiuiesace,  in  order  to  j^et  rid  of  that 
amendment,  withdrew  his  proposition!  ^^d  with 


the  withdrawal  of  the  resolution  my  ameadment 
fell.  Immc4iately  afterwards  the  proposition 
was  renewed  by  him,  and  the  previous  question 
called  ou  it  before  he  took  his  seat,  so  that  all 
possibility  of  amendment  was  cut  off.  We  all 
know  very  well,  that  if  we  vote  for  six  weeks 
longer,  and  are  then  unable  to  deet  a  Speaker,  it 
would  be  easy  to  fiorce  the  gentlemen  whose  votes 
wiU  plaqe  Mr.  Orr  temporarily  in  the  chair,  into 
a  supposed  necessity  which  will  justify  them, 
though  it  will  not  justify  any  on  this  sidjs  of  the 
iHouse,  in  continuing  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Orr]  in  that  position  permanently. 
I  have  indeed  been  told  by  distinguished  men  of 
his  own  party,  and  I  state,  in  confirmation  of  my 
prediction  the  x)ther  day,  that  if  once  put  in  tlae 
chair  they  would  insure  that  he  could  not  be 
ousted,  but  that  he  would  remaiu  there  until  ik^ 
end  of  the  session.  After  all  this  conteiuion  of 
words,  this  apparent  hostility  in  djebate,itappearQ, 
if  the  recent  vote  is  a  test,  that  this  drama  is  to 
close  by  a  coalition  between  the  two  parties  who 
are  and  have  been  pretending  to  war  against  each 
other'^na  coalition  which  is  to  fill  the  Speaker's 
chair  with  a  gentlemen  acc^tiJile  to  ooth  of 
them,  and  to  end  this  contest  by  a  fusion  of  par- 
ties, who  assume  to  be  hostile,  but  who,  recjOig- 
^zii^  slavery  as  the  greatest  of  all  other  issues, 
join  meir  exertions  to  achieve  a  viictQry  over  the 
party  of  freedom. 

Mr.  DAVIDSON.  .Mr.  Clerk,  the  gentlema?i 
from  Indiana  [Mr.  Colfax]  saw  fit  to  speak  to 
the  House  and  the  country  of  the  extraordinary 
spectacle  presented  here  of  the  combination  be- 
tween the  Democratic  and  the  American  or  Know 
Nothing  party;  and  he  individualized  the  in^ 
stances  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
Cadwaloer,]  and  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  [Mr.  Cobb,]  and  he  observed  that  there 
was  a  collusion  between  the  Democratic  party  and 
the  Native  American  or  Khow  Nothing  party.  I 
wish  to  ask  thatgentlemanwhether,to-^ht,hc. 
Black  Republican  as  he  is,  has  not  been  YOtii>g 
all  the  time  with  Mr., Cobb  and  Mr.  Caowalaoer 
against  adjournments  ?  If  there  is  collusion  on 
the  one  side,  there  is  collusion  on  the  other. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  I  will  answer  the  gentleman 
with  great  pleasure. 

Mr.  DAVIDSON.  I  have  only  ten  minutes. 
The  gentleman  can  get  the  floor  when  I  have  con- 
cluded. There  is  another  extraordinary  spectacle 
presented.  We  find  Mr.  BanAs,  of  Massachusetts, . 
a  member  of  the  Republican  party,  and  a  candi- 
date for  the  speakership,  voting  on  every  inci- 
dental question  of  order  or  otherwise,  to  add  to 
the  numoer  of  votes;  but  when  it  comes  to  the 
vote  for  the  ofiicer  to  preside  over  our  delibera- 
tions, he  has  the  magnanimity  to  give  himself  a 
half-a-votebynotvotmgatall.  [Laughter.]  That 
is  the  position  of  that  gentleman.  Tne  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Orr]  votes  on  all  prop- 
ositions. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  I  wish  to  say  that  I  expect  to 
vote  with  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Cobb] 
on  a  great  many  appropriation  bills,  and  a  variety 
of  otm^  appropriations  involving  no  principle ;  bu  t 
on  the  oi^anization  of  this  House  and  questions 
affecting  slavery,  directly  or  indirectly,  I  do  not 
intend  or  expect  to  vote  with  that  gentleman. 

Mr.  ETHERIDGE  (when  his  name  was  called^ 
said:  "Mr.  Clerk,  as  gentlemen  have  been  allowed 
to  give  their  reasons  for  their  votes  upon  the 
proposition  to  sustain  the  previous  question,  I 
will  give  mv  reason  for  the  vote  I  am  about  to 
give;  and  it  gentlemen  will  not  make  the  ap- 
plication, that  **  a  word  to  the  wise  is  sum- 
cient,"  they  may,  when  I  am  done,  take  the  con- 
sequences. As  soon  as  the  vote  on  the  motion  to 
lay  the  proposition  on  the  table  was  announced, 
I  immediately  moved  an  adjounmient  of  this 
House,  supposing  that  every  gentleman  who 
preferred  an  adjournment  to  a  temporary  Speaker 
would  understand  my  object;  but,  either  from 
•  stubbornness,  or  a  want  of  comprehension,  or 
sometliing  that  is  a  good  deal  better  and  more 
praiseworthy,  a  jfood  many  of  those  who  evince 
so  much  sensibuity  about  the  adoption  of  that 
resolution  voted  in  accordance  with  the  rules 

rreviously  provided  for  their  own  government, 
have  never  desired  a  temporary  chairman  of 
this  House;  and  it  is  due  to  yourself,  Mr.  Clerk, 
who  have  presided  here  for  weeks,  to  say  that, 
under  all  circumstances,  an  honest  effort  has  been 
made  by  you  to  be  impartial  to  every  member, 


and  to  preserve  order.  I  will  Bay  that  you  have 
been  signally  successflil;  and  I  will  say  further* 
that  every  member  has  evinced  a  spirit  of  for- 
bearance and  a  disposition  to  contrioute  to  our 
Iiarmony .  I  am  opposed  to  these  night  sessions, 
and  expect  to  be  opposed  to  them;  but  I  say 
that  if  this  House  is  aetermined  that  we  shall  be 
kept  h^re  during  the  night,  being  now  past  the 
hour  of  midnight,  we  ought  to  nave  some  one 
who  will  enforce  such  rules  as  we  may  adopt  for 
our  government.  You  may  make  what  efforts 
you  can,  but  you  will  be  powerless  to  enforce 
the  rules  of  this  House;  and  I  would  say  dis- 
tinctly now,  tb&t,  as  soon  as  the  result  of  this 
vote  IS  announced,  I  will  move  an  adjournment, 
if  no  oth^r  man  will  do  it;  and,  if  this  House 
does  not  adjourn,  then  I  will  vote  for  a  temporary 
chairman.    I  now  vote  no. 

Mr.  CULLEN.  I  would  beg  leave  to  make  a 
single  remark. 

The  CLERK.  TJie  Clerk  would  remind  the 
gentleman  that  debate  is  not  in  order.  [Cries  of 
**  Hear  him !'*  and  "  Object!"]  There  is  objec- 
tion, and  the  gentleman  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Tennessee.  1  hppe  the 
gentlaman  from  Delaware  will  be  allowed  to  pro- 
ceed. 

Mr.  CULLEN.  We  haye  been  invited  by  the 
members  of  ^e  Democratic  party  to  this  evening 
session.  They  haye* resolved  in  caucus  that  we 
should  stay  here  and  sit  it  out.  I  concur  with 
them.  I  say  that  they  are  responsible  for  the 
organizationof  this  House.  I  say  that  it  is  their 
duty  to  or^K^ize  this  House.  I  disclaim  all  asso- 
ciation or  connection  with  the  Democratic  party, 
although  I  have  voted  with  them  on  several  occa- 
sions. They  have  urged  us  and  invited  us  to  sit 
here  until  this  matter  is  settled;  I  a^ree  to  that. 
I  am  willing  to  stay  here  to-night  and  to-morrow, 
and  until  we  die.  [Laughter.]  I  want  an  elec- 
tion. I  will  not  vote  for  Mr.  Orr,  although  I 
regard  him  as  a  gentleman  well  qualified  for  the 
position  of  presiding  officer.  I  am  opposed  to 
any  temporary  chairman.  I  shall  vote  against 
that  gentleman,  but  not  because  I  haye  anv  per- 
sonalobjection  to  him — because  I  may  say  ne  is  a 
most  honorable  and  gentlemanly  man,  and  one 
well  qualified  for  the  station-^ut  because  he  and 
I  differ  in  political  views.  I  cannot  go  for  him, 
and  I  shall  not  go  for  him.  I  shall  vote  only  for 
a  man  who  is  a  member  of  the  American  party 
— a  man  who  sustains  the  Principles  that  I  was 
sent  here  to  support,  and  who  is  true  to  the  great 

Etrinciple  that  ''Americans  shall  rule  America." 
Laughter.] 
Now,  sir,  I  will  not  vote  for  any  man  who  sup- 

rorted  that  resolution  of  the  Democratic  caucus, 
never  will  go  for  him;  I  cut  myself  loose  from 
him;  I  disclaim  all  connection  and  association 
with  that  party.  I  was  sent  here  to  oppose  that 
party,  ana  I  go  against  the  whole  of  them.  I 
say,  if  you  place  Mr.  Orr  in  that^chair;  you  will 
never  get  him  out  of  it.     [Roars  of  laughter.] 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  desire  to  say  just  ono 
word.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Col- 
fax] was  pleased  to  make  a  remark  in  relation  to 
myself,  complimenting  me  as  a  very  good-natured 
man,  but  putting  language  in  my  mouth  that  I 
never  used.  I  never  use  offensive  language  to 
anybody.  I  did  not  assail  the  American  party  as 
"Churoh-burners.**  I  referred  to  matters  that 
occurred  in  the  year  1844,  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, growing  out  cf  the  remarks  as  to  the  age 
of  the  American  party  made  by  my  colleague, 
[Mr.  Broom.]  I  introduced  the  opimon  of  a  gen- 
tleman, now  a  member  of  the  American  or  Know 
Nothing  party — that  is  a  word  I  very  seldom  use 
— who  was  a  competitor  of  mine  for  a  seat  upon 
this  floor  last  fall;  and  I  quoted  his  opinion  of 
the  Native  American  party  of  1844.  I  never  use 
offensive  language  to  any  party  of  men  or  any 
class  of  men;  and  I  defy  proof  of  that  fact  in  any 
canvass  that  I  have  ever  gone  through  in  my  dis- 
trict, or  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

I  am  opposed  to  the  principles  of  the  so-called 
American  party.    I  was  opposed  to  the  princi- 

Fles  of  the  Native  American  oi^^izatiqn  of  1844. 
dedared,  as  oflen  as  I  couul,  my  hostility  to 
them,  without  making  use  of  offensive  language. 
I  have  among  them  many  personal  friends,  and  I 
am  glad  to  say  that  many  among  them  in  Phila- 
delphia are  national,  and  do  not  ^ncide  in  the 
opmions  of  the  gentleman  from  fnSliana.  I  rc' 
lerred  to  that  fact  the  other  day. 
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Now,  as  to  coalitions,  I  have  been  voting  with 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana  several  times  to-nig;ht, 
as  I  supposed,  upon  principle.  1  believed  that  it 
"was  just  as  important  to  sustain  the  principle 
that  [)rompted  the  resolution  of  the  Democratic 
caucus  as  it  was  to  elect  a  Speaker;  and,  acting 
under  that  impression,  I  thought  I  was  perforAi- 
ing  my  duty  when  I  united  with  him  and  other 
gentlemen,  although  I  felt  it  was  rather  an  unholy 
alliance.     [Laugh ler.]     I  vote  ay. 

Mr.  HUMPHREY  MARSHALL  (when  his 
name  was  called)  said :  Mr.  Clerk,  I  merely 
desire,  in  casting  the  vole  I  shall  now  give,  to 
make  some  reply  to  the  remarks  which  have 
fallen  frrnn  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr. 
Colfax,]  who  charges  that  the  vote  just  given, 
failing  to  lay  on  the  table  the  resolution  offered 
by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Sneed,] 
was  evidence  to  his  mind  of  a  coalition  here  be- 
tween the  so-called  American  party  and  the  Dem- 
ocratic party.  1  think,  sir,  the  gentleman  has 
gone  off  upon  a  trifle  as  light  as  air,  and  that  his 
assertion  or  charge  of  a  coalition,  based  upon 
that  vote,  can  carry  with  it,  in  the  face  of  the 
facts,  no  weight  to  the  country. 

It  must  be  admitted,  Mr.  Clerk,  that,  if  there 
is  any  instrumentality  that  we  may  use  by  which 
order  may  be  preserved  in  this  Hall,  by  which 
we  may  lake  one  step  towards  that  organization 
which  It  is  our  duty  to  eflSict,  it  behooves  every 
man  here  to  take  that  step. 

Upon  a  former  occasion,  when  a  proposition 
was  made  by  the  gentleman  fron^Ohio,  [Mr. 
Campbell,]  to  place  the  honorable  iRimber  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  Orr]  temporarily  in  the 
chair,  I  indicated  my  disposition  to  accede  to 
tliat  proposition.  I  do  not  believe  that  it  would 
have  any  effect  at  all  upon  the  election  of  a 
Speaker  of  this  body ;  but  if  the  votes  which 
have  been  cast  here  to-niglit  are  indices  of  the 
determination  of  two  large  parties  in  this  body 
that  we  shall  remain  here  until  an  organization, 
then  we  have  had  evidence  that  we  owe  it  to  our 
own  protection  to  have,  by  the  voice  of  this 
body,  some  one  in  the  chair  who  can  inforce 
order  -,  and,  by' way  of  bringing  this  House  to  a 
test,  I  vote  ay. 

Mr.  PAIInE  (when  his  name  was  called)  said: 
Mr.  Clerk,  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
Colfax]  was  pleased  to  tell  this  House,  and  to 
threaten  to  tell  the  country,  that  because  this 
House  saw  fit,  by  calling  the  previous  question, 
to  deny  him  the  poor  privilege  of  putting  his  can- 
didate, and  our  candidate,  and  the  candidate  of 
the  Democratic  party  successively  in  the  chair, 
he  meant  to  sound  the  tocsin  of  alarm  throughout 
this  country,  that  the  Democratic  party  and  the 
national  American  party  in  this  House  had 
formed  a  coalition.  1  talce  occasion  to  say  to 
thatgcntleman — Ispeakonlyformysclf— thatldo 
not  des\re  to  sec  a  man  who  has  borne  aloft  the 
national  American  banner  in  this  House  follow 
to  that  chair,  or  even  precede  to  that  chair,  thp 
banner-man  of  the  Democratic  party  which  has 
been  so  flagrantly  unjust  and  insulting  to  the  na- 
tional American  party,  or  the  banner-man  of  that 
other  party  which,  in  my  humble  opinion,  strikes 
at  the  peace,  and  prosperity,  and  permanence  of 
the  Union;  but,  sir,  I  am  \villing  to  see  any  man 
occupy  that  chair  temporarily  for  the  purpose  of 
preserving  order  here  in  this  House.  The  step 
which  Ave  are  now  about  to  take,  and  in  which  I 
cooperate,  has  been  thrust  upon  me,  as  I  have  no 
doubt  it  has  been  thrust  upon  the  national  Dem- 
ocratic party  who  are  acting  with  me,  in  spite 
of  all  our  efforts  here  this  evening  to  rid  ourselves 
of  this  difficulty.  Why,  sir,  the  majority  here 
have  almost  gone  as  far  as  to  intimate  their  de- 
sire to  pass  tbe  resolution  which  I  submitted,  and 
which  I  shall  submit  again  at  the  proper  time.  I 
think,  then,  that  it  becomes  every  member  of  this 
House  who  desires  to  preserve  order  during  the 
long  period  that  we  shall  necessarily  be  engaged 
in  voting^  for  Speaker  here,  to  be  willing' to  see 
that  chair  occupied  temporarily  by  any  member 
of  this  House,  whatever  may  be  his  political 
opinions.  But  I  tell  you,  Mr.  Clerk,  that  this 
right  arm  shall  wither  before  I  will  vote  for  any 
man  for  Speaker  who  has  insulted  the  national 
American  party.  I  form  no  coalitions,  sir,  with 
any  man.  I  will  vote  for  no  man  for  Speaker  of 
this  HousdHrho  has  offered  a  flagrant  and  unpro- 
voked insult  to  my  constituents,  nor  will  I  vote 
for  any  man  who  is  connected  with  a  party  tnat 


has  offered  such  an  insult.  I  am  willing,  how- 
ever, that  the  gentleman  who  has  been  named  in 
that  resolution 'shall  occupy  the  chair  tempora- 
rily for  the  purpose  of  preserving  order.  Those 
are  my  sentiments,  and  I  will  vote  for  the  main 
question.     I  vote  ay. 

Mr.  READY  (when  his  name  was  called) 
said:  I  desire  to  submit  a  very  few  remarks  before 
I  cast  my  vote.  I  have  voted  here  for  five  weeks 
for  the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia [Mr.  Fuller]  to  fill  the  Speaker's  chair  of 
this  House.  Though  I  am  a  southern  man,  and 
entertain  opinions  and  feelings  in  common  with 
my  southern  brethren  here,  which  I  trust  are 
conservative  and  national,  and  though  the  gen- 
tleman for  whom  I  have  cast  my  vote  is  a  north- 
ern man,  I  was  satisfied  he  was  sound  upon  the 
great  question  which  so  deeply  involves  the  in- 
terests of  the  country.  I  was  satisfied  that  he 
was  prepared  to  stand  upon  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  as  long  ais  any  other  man.  I 
was  satisfied  he  intended  to  cling  to  the  Union  of 
these  States  as  long  as  any  other  man.  I  was 
satisfied  that  he  stood  upon  the  twelfth  section 
of  the  Philadelphia  platform.  I  was  satisfied 
that  he  was  for  preserving  the  vested  rights  of 
every  citizen  of  this  country,  whether  native  or 
foreign-born.  When  he  was  specially  interro- 
gited  as  to  his  position  on  certain  questions,  he 
answered  that  he  was  opposed  to  the  agitation  of 
the  question  of  slavery  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States;  that  he  was  opposed  to  the  repeal 
of  the  fugitive  slave  law;  that  he  was  in  favor  of 
maintaining  the  compromises  of  1850;  that  he 
would  vote  for  the  admission  of  Kansas  as  a 
State  of  this  Union,  upon  her  application,  with  a 
constitution  tolerating  or  prohibiting  slavery,  as 
the  people  of  that  Territory,  in  convention  as- 
sembled, might  determine.  When  he  came  to 
answer  the  question  as  to  whether  or  not  he  would 
vote  for  the  restoration  of  the  Missouri  restriction, 
as  gentlemen  here  well  remember  my  stating  on 
a  former  occasion,  I  understood  him  to  hesitate, 
and  to  evade  giving  a  direct  answer. 

Under  that  impression  I  cast  my  vote  for  my 
colleague,  whom  I  kncwio  be  sound  vinon  that 
question.  When  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania was  afterwards  interrogated  by  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Walker] 
more  especially  and  particularly  on  that  question, 
he  answered  emphatically  that  he  -w^ould  vote 
against  the  restoration  of  the  Missouri  restriction. 
It  is  true  he  had  said  if  he  believed  that  it  could 
be  restored  he  would  vote  for  it;  but  he  was 
opposed  to  the  agitation  of  the  question  of  slavery. 
He  believed  the  restriction  could  not  be  restored; 
that  an  attempt  to  do  so  would  be  but  an  agitation 
of  the  slavery  question,  and  therefore  he  would 
vote  against  its  restoration.  That  answer  was 
satisfactory  to  me,  and  I  changed  my  vote,  and 
cast  it  for  him,  as  I  had  been  doing  for  weeks  be- 
fore; and  from  that  time  to  the  present  I  have  con- 
tinued to  vote  for  him,  and  I  should  be  satisfied 
to  continue  to  vote  for  him  as  long  as  this  contest 
for  the  speakership  lasts,  because  I  have  entire 
confidence  in  his  patriotism,  in  his  integrity,  in 
his  nationality  and  conservatism.  But,  Mr.'Clerk, 
that  is  collateral  to  the  subject  to  which  I  wish 
mainly  now  to  direct  my  remarks. 

I  have  said  I  am  a  southern  man,  and  sympa- 
thise with  my  southern  brethren  ift  their  opin- 
ions and  feelings;  and  it  is  due  to  myself  to  say, 
that,  when  I  took  my  seat  here,  I  did  so  with 
a  determination  not  to  be  fettered  and  bound,  be- 
yond a  reasonable  extent,  by  party  ties.  I  felt 
that  I  owed  an  obligation  to  the  country  higher, 
and  above  all  other  considerations.  Therefore 
I  had  determined,  upon  a  certain  contingency, 
that  I  might  cast  my  vote  for  Speaker  for  tne 
honorable  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Rich- 
ardson,] who  has  been  so  steadily  voted  for  by 
the  Democratic  portion  of  the  Houfee;  or  I  might 
vote  for  any  other  gentleman  of  the  Democratic 
party  whom  I  might  conceive  qualifiM  to  dif^ 
charge  the  duties  of  that  responsible  position. 
Why  I  have  not  done  so,  or  whether  or  not  I 
will  do  so  hereafter,  it  is  not  necessary  for  me 
now  to  say.  Upon  the  present  occasion  it  is 
only  necessary  to  remark,  that  I  desire,  next 
to  the  organization  of  the  House,  that  its  busi- 
ness should  be  conducted  with  order  and  de- 
cency. I  desire  it  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  this  is 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States;  that  we  came 
here  as  the  Representatives  of  a  great  and  intel- 


ligent people ;  that  we  boast  the  country  which 
we  in  part  represent  now  occupies  a  higher  and 
prouder  position  than  any  other  nation  on  the 
nabitable  globe.     HH^re  the  hammer  fell.] 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  can  proceed  by 
unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  THORINGTON.    I  object. 

Mr.  READY.  I  will  not  further  trespass  upon 
the  time  of  the  House,  as  objection  has  been 
made.  It  has  not  been  my  habit  to  do  so,  as 
every  gentleman  will  bear  witness.  And  I  niay 
take  occasion  hereafter  to  say  much  I  would  now 
have  said,  had  I  not  been  cut  off  by  the  rule  of 
the  House.  I  only  add,  that  I  believe  the  tempo- 
rary appointment  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Orr]  to  the  chair  will  facilitate  ibe 
organization  by  more  effectually  preserving  order 
than  it  can  be  done  under  existing  circumstances, 
while  it  will  tend  to  maintain  the  dignity  and  char- 
acter of  the  House  as  a  branch  of  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  though  in  an  unoi^nized  con- 
dition.   I  vote  ay. 

The  call  of  the  yeas  imd  nays  was  then  con- 
cluded, and  the  result  announced  as  above  re- 
corded. 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  main  qu»- 
tion  should  not  be  now  put. 

Mr.  ETHERIDGE,  (at  one  o'clock,  a-  m.) 
I  a^in  move  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  SAGE.   I  call  for  tellers  upon  the  motion. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Sage,  and 
Cobb  of  Gteoi^ia,  were  appointed. 

The  Question  was  then  taken;  and  the  tellen 
reported — ayes  32,  noes  86. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  CULLEN.  I  wish  now  to  inauire  of  the 
Clerk  whether  the  resolution  that  Mr.  Orr  be 
placed  in  the  chair  is  now  before  the  House  ?  If 
It  is  I  propose  to  move  an  amendment. 

The  CLERK.    The  Clerk  would  answer  the 

question  of  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  in  these 

words  from  the  Manual: 

"  When  the  question  wa«  pnt  in  this  form,  *  shall  the 
main  queetion  he  put?'  a  detenntnation  in  Uie  negaiiTerap- 
preMcd  the  main  qucation  during  thefteasion;  but  since  ttie 
words  *  now  put '  are  used,  Uiey  exclude  it  for  the  present 
only ;  formnrly  only  till  the  present  debate  was  over,  bat 
now  fbr  that  day  and  no  longer.'* 

Mr.  CULLEN.  Then  it  lays  over  until  to- 
morrow. 

The  CLERK.    It  does. 

Mr.  CULLEN.  When  Aat  resolution  cornea 
up  I  shall  move  to  substitute  the  name  of  Mr. 
Fuller  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Orr. 

Mr.  PAINE.    I  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Rewltcdj  That  until  Saturday  next,  at  twelve  o'clock 
p.  m.,  no  motion  to  adjourn  or  to  take  a  recess  ehali  be  in 
order,  unless  a  Speaker  shall,  before  that  time,  be  eleoMd. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  ask  the  gen- 
tleman if  he  will  accept  this  amendment:  "  And 
that  no  debate  shall  be  in  order?** 

Mr.  PAINE.    I  shall  accept  no  amendment. 

Mr.  GROW.  I  move  to  lay  the  resolution 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  PAINE,  I  move  the  previous  question 
upon  my  resolution. 

Mr.  CULLEN.  I  inquire  of  the  Clerk  if  de- 
bate is  in  order? 

The  CLERK.  No  debate  is  in  order  upon  a 
motion  to  lay  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  CULLEN.  I  ask  the  Clerk  whether  it  is 
in  order  to  move  an  amendment  at  this  time  ? 

The  CLERK.    It  is  not. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  motion  was  not 
agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurring  upon  the  motion  to 
lay  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Paike  upon  tlie  table, 
tellers  were  called  for,  and  ordered. 

Mr.  PAINE.    I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  I  demand  tellers  upon  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Edwards 
and  Greenwood  were  appointed. 

The  House  was  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  49;  more  than  one  fifth  of  a  ({uorum. 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table  were  ordered. 

Mr.  CARLILE,  (at  five  minutes  past  one  a. 
m.)  Before  the  vote  is  taken  on  that  question, 
Mr.  Clerk,  I  desire,  as  it  is  now  after  one  o'clock, 
to  move  an  adjournment  of  this  House;  end  in 
making  that  motion  I  appeal  to  the  members 
who  have  witnessed  the  proceedings  here  duxing 
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the  last  nine  or  ten  hours,  what  eood  has  come 
of  this  night's  session?  I  move  that  this  House 
do  now  aujourn.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  for  tellers  on  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  orderca ;  and  Messrs.  Carlile  and 
Ttson  were  appointed. 

The  House  was  divided;  and  the  tellers  report- 
ed— ayes  9,  noes  76. 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  Wheeler.  I  call  for  tellers  on  the 
motion  to  adjourn. 

Several  Members.  There  is  no  quorum  pres- 
ent. 

The  CLERK.    That  makes  no  difference. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  As  there  is  no  quorum  I 
move  a  call  of  the  House. 

The  CLERK.  That  motion  is  not  in  order, 
pending  a  motion  to  adjourn. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  the  same  gentlemen, 
Messrs.  Carlile  and  Ttsov,  were  appointed. 

The  House  was  divided;  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  17,  noes  72. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

[Loud  cries  of  «»  Call  the  roll  [**] 

The  CLERK.  The  resolution  of  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Paine]  is  pend- 
ing; and  on  the  motion,  to  lay  that  resolution  on 
the  table  the  yeas  and  nays  have  been  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  there  were — yeas 
99,  nays  90;  as  follows: 

YEAS — MeBsrs.  Aiken,  Allison,  Barksdale.  BelL  Bocock, 
Bowie,  Boyce,  Brenton,  Burnett,  Cadwalader,  Lewis  D. 
Campbell,  Carlile,  Caruthoro,  Caskie,  Clinginan,  Howell 
Cobii,  Williamson  R.  W.  Ck>bb,  Cox,  Cragin,  Davidson, 
Dean,  Denver,  De  Witt,  Dowdell,  Durfee,  Edmand)K»n, 
Edwards,  Elliott,  English,  Etheridge,  Evans,  Florence, 
Henry  M.  Puller,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller.  Giddings,  Gilbert, 
Goode,  Greenwood,  Grow,  AugiistUsi  Hall,  Harlan,  Sampson 
W.  liarrhi,  Thomas  L.  Harris,  Harrison,  Haven,  Herbert, 
Valentine  B.  Horton,  Houjiton.  Jcwctt,  George  W.  Jones, 
Keitt^  Kennett,  Knapp,  Lindiey,  Lumpkin,  Samuel  S. 
Marshall,  Maxwell,  McMuUin,  McQueen,  Smith  Miller, 
MiUson,  Moore.  MoU,  Andrew  Oliver,  Mordccai  Oliver,  Orr, 
Pcarce,  Peck,  Pennington.  Phelps,  Porter,  Powell,  Pringle, 


and  Zollicoffer— 99. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Albright,  Allen,  Banks,  Barbour,  Henry  1 
Bennett,  Benson^  Bingham,  BiBhon,  Bradshaw,  Brooks,  ' 
Butfington,  Burlmgame^  James  H.  Campbell,  Chaffee, 
Clawson,  Colfax,  Comms,  CuUen,  Cumback,  Damrell, 
Henry  Winter  Davis, TimoUiy  Davi^Day,  Dickson,  Dodd, 
Dumt,  Emrie,  Faulkner,  Fhi^lcr,  Galloway,  Granger,  J. 
Morrison  Uarriti,  Hickman,  HolTman.  HoUoway,  Thomas 
H.  Horton,  Howard,  Hnghston,  Kelly,  Kelsey,  King,  Knight, 
Knowiton,  Knox,  Lake,  Leiter,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Mat- 
teson,  McCarty,  Meacham,  KUIian  Miller,  Millward,  Mor- 
nn,  Morrill,  Murray,  Norton,  Packer,  Paine,  Peilon,  Pettit, 
Pike,  Purviance,  Purj'car,  Readc,  Ricaud,  Roberts,  Sage, 
Sapp,  Scott,  Simmon*,  William  R.Smith ,Spinner,  Stephens, 
Btraoahan,  Tappan,  Thorington,  Todd,  Tratton,  Wade, 
Wnkemnn^  Walbridge,  Waldron,  Caulwalader  C.  Wash- 
bnme,  Ellihu  B.  W&shbume,  UmaV  Washburn,  WatiOO, 
Walch,  Wood,  Woodruff,  and  Woodwonh— 90. 

So  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Pending  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  KENrCETT  said:  As  it  is  very  evident, 
from  the  present  disposition  of  this  House,  that 
no  business  will  be  uone  here  which  will  be  any 
credit  to  it,  I  renew  the  motion  td  adjourn. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  that  the  mo- 
tion to  adjourn,  while  the  House  is  in  the  act  of 
taking  a  vote,  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  GrOODE  Ton  his  name  being  called)  said: 
I  wish  to  state,  tnat  from  this  time  forward,  till 
to-morrow  at  twelve  o'clock,  I  have  paired  off 
with  Mr.  SiMMONi,  of  New  York.  I  vote  to  lay 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  SNEED.  In  consequence  of  the  indis- 
position of  my  colleague,  Mr.  Ready,  he  has 
paired  off  with  Mr.  Robbins,  and  has  requested 
me  to  state  so  to  the  House. 

The  vote  was  here  announced. 

Mr.  MILLWARD,  (at  two,  a.  m.)  I  move 
that  the  House  do  now  adjourn;  and  I  call  for 
tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Cominb  and 
Millward  were  appointed. 

The  House  was  divided;  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— aves  52,  noes  88. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  PAINE.  I  move  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Raolved,  That  the  Hon.  Wiluam  R.  Smith,  of  Ala- 
bama, be  chosen  to  preside  as  temporary  Chairman  of  this 
Houae,  until  a  Speaker  be  elected. 

Mr.  Clerk,  I  offered  the  resolution  which  has 
just  been  laid  on  your  table  in  good  faith.    I  have  i 


been  voting  to  adjourn  ever  since  five  o'clock.  I 
voted  to  adjourn  on  the  last  vote  taken  previous 
to  that  on  laying  my  resolution  on  the  table.  I 
voted,  also,  for— or  at  least  as  nearly  for  as  I  was 
permitted — the  honorable  James  L.  Orr  to  preside 
temporarily  over  the  deliberations  of  this  body. 
In  my  efforts  to  obtain  a  temporary  Chairman, 
however,  I  was  defeated;  but  I  trust,  from  what 
we  have  seen  here  to-night,  that  it  must  be  ap- 

Earent  to  every  gentleman  that  it  is  necessary  to 
ave  one  of  our  own  body  to  preside  temporarily 
over  our  deUberations  until  a  permanent  speaker 
can  be  elected. 

I  offer  now  the  name  of  William  R.  Smita 
for  that  place.  He  is  a  member  of  the  national 
American  party,  and  therefore  cannot  be  excepted 
to  by  any  member  of  that  party.  He  is  a  gen- 
tleman who  has  been  connected  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  I  apprehend  that,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one  single  question,  he  cannot  be 
exceptionable  to  any  member  of  that  party. 

I  offer  this  resolution,  then,  with  tne  remark, 
that  the  vote  upon  it  will  test  the  sincerity  of 
what  has  been  said  by  some  gentlemen  upon  this 
floor,  that  they  belong  to  the  national  American 
party.  And,  sir,  I  trust  that  gentlemen  will  pome 
up  now  and  show  their  disposition  to  preserve 
order  in  the  House,  and  facilitate  a  permanent 
organization,  and  elect  the  man  I  have  presented 
as  a  temporary  Chairman.  I  tell  them  that  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Orr]  was 
no  favorite  of  mine,  so  far  as  that  was  concerned, 
but  I  desired  to  show  to  the  House  that  I  was 
anxious  that  some  gentleman  should  preside  over 
our  deliberations,  and  tlierefore  I  proposed  him. 
For  the  purpose  of  testing  the  House  upon  this 
resolution,  1  now  move  the  previous  question 
upon  it,  and  call  for  the  yeas  and  nayd  upon  its 
aaoption. 

Mr.  CULLEN.    What  is  the  resolution  ? 

A  Member.  It  is  to  place  William  R.  Siuth 
temporarily  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  CULLEN.  Then  I  go  for  it.   [Laughter.] 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  put. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered  on  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
negative — yeas  22,  nays  151;  as  follows: 

YEAS  — Messrs.  Boyce,  Carlile,  Cox,  CuUen,  Henry 
Winter  Davis,  Evans,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Hoffman,  Ken- 
nett, Lake,  Lindiey,  Humphrey  MarahaU,  Millwanl, 
Moore,  Paine,  Purycar,  Ricaud,  Sneed,  Trippe,  Under- 
wood, Valk,  and  Zollicoffer— 22. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Aiken,  Albright,  Allison,  Banks,  Bar- 
bour, Barksdale,  Bell,  Henry  Bennett.  Benson,  Binghani, 
Bishop,  Bocock,  Brenton,  Brooks,  Butnngton,  Burlin^amo, 
Burnett,  Cadwalader,  James  H.  CampbelL  Lewis  D.  Camfv 
bell,Caruther8,  Caskie.Chaffce.Clawson  jClingman,  HowHl 
Cobb,  Williamson  R.  Vv.  Cobb,  CoUkz.Cbm ins,  Cumback, 
Damrell,  Davidson,  Timothy  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  Denver, 
De  Witt,  Dickson.  Dodd,  Dowdell,  Dunn,  Durfee,  Ekimund- 
son,  Edwards,  Elliott,  Emrie.  English,  Eustis,  Faulkner, 
Flagler,  Florence,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Galloway,  Gid- 
dings,  Gilbert,  Granger,  Greenwood,  Grow,  Augu^ctus  Hall, 
Rol^rt  B.  Hall,  Harlan,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomas  L. 
Harris,  Herbert,  Holloway,  Thomas  R.  Horton,  Valentine 
B.  Horton,  Houston,  Howard,  Hughston,  Jewett,  Geoi|ce 
W.Jones,  Kcitt,  Kelly,  Kelsey,  King,  Knapp,  Knight, 
Knowltpn,  Knox,  Lciter,  Letcher,  Lumpkin,  Samuel  S. 
Marshall.  Matteson,  Maxwell,  McCarty,  McMullin,  Mc- 
Queen, Meacham,  Killian  Miller,  Smitli  Miller,  Million, 
Morgan,  Morrill,  Mott,  Murray,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver, 
Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Peck,  Pelton,  Pettit,  Phelps,  Pike, 
Powell,  Pringlc,  Purviance.  Uuitman.  Rende,  Rivers,  Rob- 
erts, Ruffin,  Rust,  Sabin,  Sage,  Sanoidge,  Sapp,  Savage, 
Scott,  Sherman,  Spinner,  Stanton,  Stephens,  Stewart, 
Stranahan,  Talbotl,  Tappan,  Taylor,  Thorington,  Thurs- 
ton, Todd.Trafton,  Tyson,  VVade,  Wakeman,  Walbridge, 
Waldron,  Warner,  Cadwalader  C.  Washbume,  Ellihu  B. 
Washbume,  Israel  Washburn,  Watkins,  Watson,  Welch, 
Winslow,  Wood,  Woodruff, Wioodworth,  Daniel  B.Wright, 
and  John  V.  Wright— 15L 

So  the  resolution  was  not  adopted. 

Whilst  the  cidl  of  the  roll  was  proceeding,  the 
greatest  possible  confusion  prevailed  in  the  Hall. 
Members  w^  continually  addressing  the  House, 
amidst  calls  to  ord^r,  and  the  utmost  efforts  upon 
^e  part  of  the  CleYk  to  preserve  order.  The  fol- 
Towmg  occurred: 

Mr.  BOWIE  said:  Mr.  Clerk,  I  want  to  know 
if  I  am  called  upon  to  vote  here  upon  inviting  to 
that  chair  the  man  who  made  a  speech  the  other 
day  in  favor  of  proscribing  Catholics  ? 

A  Member.    The  very  same. 

Mr.  BOWIE.  Then  if  I  had  a  thousand  votes  to 
give  I  would  cast  them  all  against  him.  [Laugh- 
ter, and  calls  to  order.]  The  gentleman  who  rep- 
resents the  State  of  Alabama — no,  sir,  not  the 
Stats  of  Alabama,  but  the  American  party  in  the 


State  of  Alabama— do  you  think  I  would  vote  for 
him  ?    No,  sir,  I  will  vote  against  him. 

Mr.  HUMPHREY  MA  RSH ALL.  I  call  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  to  order.  Mr.  Clerk, 
cannot  we  have  order  ? 

Mr.  BOWIE.    Who  calls  me  to  order? 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  The  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky calls  you  to  order  ? 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  has  exhausted  his 
powers  in  endeavoring  to  preserve  order,  but  he 
IS  powerless  to  accomplish  anything  unless  gen- 
tlemen will  assist  him. 

Mr.  BOWIE.  The  Clerk  called  upon  me  to 
vote.  [Laughter.]  No  man  has  the  right  to  de- 
prive me  of  that  vote,  and  no  man  has  the  right 
to  deprive  me  of  the  privilege  of  stating  th&  reason 
for  that  vote.  [Calls  to  order,  and  laughter.] 
Now,  sir,  what  has  my  honorable  friend  from 
Kentucky  to  say? 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  If  the  House  is  disposed 
to  allow  the  gentleman  to  proceed,  I  have  not  a 
word  to  say. 

Mr.  BOWIE.  I  am  saying  what  I  have  the 
right  to  say.  I  ask  the  indulgence  of  no  man. 
[Calls  to  order.] 

[Here  the  Clerk  reminded  Mr.  B.  that  his  time 
was  out.] 

Mr.  BOWIE.  No,  sir,  my  time  is  not  out. 
Somebody  else 's  time  is  out.  [Laughter,  calls  to 
order,  and  confusion.] 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Maryland 
is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  BOWIE.  No,  sir,  I  am  not  out  of  order 
— I  have  not  exhausted  the  subject.  [Laughter, 
and  cries  of  "Order!"]  I  am  upon  a  question 
of  order.  The  Clerk  cut  me  down  when  I  had 
been  speakii^g  about  three  seconds. 

Mr.  NORTON.  I  move  tkat  the  House  re- 
quest the  gentleman  from  Maryland  to  take  his 
seat. 

Mr.  PAINE.  I  hope  the  gentleman  fVom  Mary- 
land will  not  be  interrupted.  He  is  uttering  some 
patriotic  sentiments.     [Laughter  and  confusion  ] 

Mr.  BROOKS  (when  his  name  was  called) 
said:  Mr.  Clerk,  I  understand  the  question  upon 
which  I  am  called  to  vote  is  to  request  the  hon- 
orable William  R.  Smith  to  take  tne  chair,  and 
F reside  over  the  House  until  a  Speaker  is  elected, 
have  to  say,  sir,  tliat  I  would  vote  for  Nathan- 
iel P.  Banks  or  Joshua  R.  Giddings  a  thousand 
times  in  preference  to  that  gentleman.  They  have 
the  influence  of  education,  and  the  prejudice  of 
locality,  against  the  institutions  of  my  section  of 
the  country,  but,  sir,  Mr.  Smith  has  lived  in  the 
slave-owning  South  all  his  life,  and  what  is  his 
present  position  ?  When  the  gentleman  from 
Louisiana  [Mr.  Eustis]  arraigned  the  Know 
Nothings  upon  the  charge  of  religious  proscrip- 
tion and  when  another  member  from  Alabama 
[Mr.  Walker]  complicated  his  position  by  com- 
plaining of  the  resolution  of  the  Democratic  caucus, 
and  repudiating  tlie  eightli  section  of  the  Phila- 
delphia platform  in  one  and  the  same  breath,  the 
honorable  gentleman  [Mr.  Smith]  availed  him- 
self of  the  occasion  to  justify  religious  tests,  and 
indorsed  that  eighth  section  intoto.  Now,  sir,  I 
will  never  vote  for  any  man  who  is  the  enemy 
of  religious  freedom. 

Does  the  gentleman  remember  that  the  onlu 
States  taken  into  the  Union  as  slave  States,  and 
formed  out  of  territory  acquired  since  the  Revo- 
lution, were  all  originally  peopled  by  Catholics? 
The  States  of  Louisiana,  Arkansas,  Missouri, 
Florida,  and  Texas,  were  formed  from  Catholic 
territory,  acquired  since  the  Revolution.  How, 
then,  can  I,  as  a  southern  man,  be  expected  to 
cast  my  vote  for  one  who  is  the  acknowledged 
political  enemy  of  the  Catholics,  who  have  always 
proved  themselves  to  be  the  friends  of  the  Con- 
stitution and  of  the  South? 

I  will  suggest  another  reason  why  southern 
gentlemen  on  this  floor  cannot  consistently  vote 
for  Mr.  Smith.  Neither  the  Know  Notnings, 
North  nor  South,  propose  to  shut  the  door  upon 
immigration.  Their  purpose  is  simply  to  with- 
hold the  elective  franchise  for  twenty-one  years. 
The  operation  of  such  a  measure  will  be  to  ex- 
clude every  man  of  intelligence  and  character, 
while  those  who  are  driven  to  our  country  by 
reason  of  their  poverty  or  the  terrors  of  violated 
law  will  continue  to  come.  They  avoid  the 
competition  of  the  negro  laborer,  and  flock  to 
the  North.  What  is  the  political  effect  of  this? 
Why,  sir,  to  give  to  that  northern  State  into 
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wbieh  nihety»thr^  thbn»mid  f^PsignWa  may  set* 
tie  an  addkionsLl  Representative  on  thifl'  floor-^to 
incr^tme  the  |H)titical  powei^  cfC  a  section  alretUly 
hostile  to  our  institutions,  and  to  concentratei  tkot 
power  into  the  hands  of  native  Free  Soileiv;  .So 
well  do  the  Free  Soitenrtmderstand  the  opertltSon 
cf  this  Know  Nothing^  seheme^  and  the  advantages 
which  will  accrue  to  them  if  the  present  ^- 
liranune  ivexecutedy  that  I  venture  th« prediction, 
if  a  proposition  wa»  mftde  to  them  to  exoludQ 
ibreigners  f>om  our  i^iores  fbrever,  ikief  wonld 
instantly  reject  it.  With  all  their  hortw  of  ths 
domestic  servitude  of  the  bUick  man-,  diey  Have 
ito  sertiples  of  conscience  in  binding  thb  white 
man  with  the  chains  of  polkicill  slavery.  Oor 
blaek  slaves'im^  ustnoney ;  their  intended  whics 
slaves  will  give  ^lem*  power,  and  with  this  power 
they  will  in  time  rob  us  ^  our  money.  How, 
then,  can  I,  as  a  southern  man,  bound  to  my 
home  aa  a  patriot,  and  entertaining  ihfb^  views, 
give  nty  vote  for  one  Who  entertains  prkioipletf 
which  directly  subvert  the  institutions  of  the  State 
which  t  have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent? 

Again:  the  perpetuity  of  the  institution  of  sla- 
very depends  upon  the  South  expanding  com- 
mensumtely  '^itn  the  Northv  Lafgtd  temtories 
at  the  North  are  rapidly  ripening  into  Stales,  and 
where  can  the  Sooth  ex^sand  but  in  the  Catholic 
direction  ?  Cuba,  Mexico,  and  Nicaragua^  are 
each  of  this  persuasion. 

And  again:  the  State>rights  and  State^sover- 
eiffnty  doctrines  are  essential  to  the  preservation 
or  the  institutaons  of  the  South.  If  t^e  gentle- 
miin  relies  up6n  Congress  to  conl^r  and  reguktte 
the  ri^t  or  voting  in  the  diflfbrcttt  States-,  his 
fkremises  wiU  lead  him  inevitably  into  consolida- 
tion. If  he  expects  the  Legislattkr^  of  all  the 
States  uniformly  to  extend  the  time  re^^uir^-  for 
the  enjoyment  of  the  political-  i^ht  to  vote,  he 
will  surely  reckon  without  his  host.  If  the  Le- 
gislatures of  every  State  save  one  were  so  to 
agree,  that  excepted  State  would  havfe  the  strong- 
est political  reasons  not  to  agree:  The  tid<3  Si 
immigration  would  flijwinto  the  refUsing  State, 
and  would  cause  it  soon  to  rived  New  York  or 
Pennsylvania  in  population,  in  wealth,  arid  polit- 
ical power. 

These  coi)siderations,  together  with  the  fhct  that 
the  gemleman's  party  allegiance  is  so  strong  as 
to  cause  him  to  vote  against  my  <5otleagUfe,jM*". 
Oan ,]  forbid  my  casting  my  vote  for  hii&.  Were 
the  naked  question  of  slavery  at  iffi3ue=,  I  believe 
that  the  gentleman  iVom  Alabama  would  be  as 
true  to  the  rights  of  his  conmituents  as  cmyof  us 
are  to  our  own.  I  do  not/distmst  his  patriotism, 
but  I  do  the  tendlency  of  his  political  princi- 
ples. 

Mr.  CULLEN.  I  wish  to  make  a  single  re- 
mark. I  should  not  have  said  a  word  in  relation 
to  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr. 
Smith]  hod  it  not  been  for  the  remarks  iust  now 
submitted  to  the  House  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  BaooKv.]  He 
said  that  we'  had  acquired  territory  from  the 
Catholics.  Catholics!  Does  it  follow  that  be- 
cause we  a<^ired  Cathc^c  territory  we  are 
bound  to  people  it  with  Catholics?  Does  it  fol- 
low that  that  large  domain  shcdl  be  ^iven  to  them 
for  the  prropagaiion  of  a  false  religion?  Is  this 
the  doctrine  to  be  taught  in  the  American  House 
of  Representatives?  Why,  sir,  this  is  one  of 
the  reasons  for  my  vote  for  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Alabama. 

I  will  state  liere  that  I  itidorse  every  word  my 
honorable  friend  f>om  Alabama  asid  the  other 
day  on  Catliolicism.  I  go  against  the  Catholics 
in  toto.  [Lauffhter.l  1  never  will  support  them. 
They  are  not  nt  to  be  supported  by  Americans. 
The  people  of  the  State  from  which  I  come  look 
on  them  with  abhorrence.  A  Catholic  priest  a 
short  time  ago  came  among  us.  He  was  a  stranger. 
He  taught  the  doctrine  of  purgatory.  He  let  his 
friends  know  that  with  money  lie  could  get  the 
poor  souls  out  of  ptirgatory.  [Laughter.  1  Let 
me  tell  the  House  a  remarkable  fact.  After  he 
had  proclaimed  that  doctrine,  an  honorable  gen- 
tleman of  the  State  of  Delaware,  and  who  at  the 
last  election  ran  for  Governor  on  the  same  ticket 
with  myself,  declared  that  he  ought  to  be  eggtd! 
[Laughter.]  He  then  got  certificates  from  various 
persons  that  the  candidate  of  the  American  peuiy 
nad  declared  that  a  Catholic  priest  ought  to  be 

gr«(i.    They  were  sent  into  tne  county  of  New 

istle,  whei-e  there  are  a  few  Catholics-,  an4  l4t 
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me  tell  the  House  that  every  Catholic  voted  the 
Democratic  ticket. 

I  will  ask  my  friend  from  Maryland  whether 
there  ever  was  a  Catholie  who '«upported  an 
American  ticket^?  Theygave  not  only  t&eir  votes 
bot  t^eir  money  to  the  I^moeratic  party.  I  say 
that  there  never  was*  a  Cathoho  who  supported 
the  American  ticket,  and  there  never  will  oe  one. 

Mr.  MoMULLLN^  Were  yon  not  »  Denio- 
otat? 

Mo*  CULLEIf*  I  ha^  denoanoed  tiiem;  I 
h«ve  n6  affinity  with  tliat  party  in  «ttf  shape;  i 
have,  it  is  true,  been  a  Democrat  until  recetitly. 
I»  suppoi^ted  Mr.  Pierce  for  the  Presidency. 

me,  DATIDS0N.  Did  the  geiMleman  from 
Delaware  state  that  the  Catholics  were  iaanisal 
to  civH  and  rcliffiocis  liberty? 

Mr.  C0LLi^.  I  never  said  any  snohtlaii^* 
I  said  that  L  would  not  support  Catlioliesi  I  did 
not  say  anythinr  cff  their  views.  I  vote  against 
the  Catholic*.  I  ^ve  no  reasons  for  doinj^  so^ 
as  I  had  not  the  time.  I  want  an  opportunity  to 
define  my  position  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  DAVIDSON.  The  gentleman  asstimeB  A 
like  position  with  the' gentleman  from  Alabama, 
[Mr.  Sufrir.]  Let  me  hera,  at  the  outset  of  the 
discussionv  for  fear  it  may  be  considetcd  that 
I  am  recreajfit  to  the  high  taiist  confided  to  me  by 
as  enlightened  and  intelli^pent  a  constituency  as 
there  is  in  this  vast  and  ^orious  Republic,  thait 
I  repel  the  intimation  that  the  Catholie  com- 
mtmity  is  opposed  to  civil  liberty.  My  const^ 
tKYicy  of  tJhe  Catholic  persuasion  j^ieki  to  none 
in  the  love  of  liberty,  and  the  defense  of  the 
rights  of  the  Constitution »  and  the  liberties 
guarantied  by  it.  I  wish  gentlemen,  wiien  they 
assert  agon  this  floor  that  the  Catholies  are 
opposed  to  civil  and  rcligioua  liberty,  if  they 
please,  to  pass  over  the  Catholics  of  Louisiana) 
for  they  have  proved  themselves,  by  their  aots, 
which  belong  to  the  history  of  this  country,  and 
which  will  descend  to  the  remotest  period  or  time, 
that  they  stand  by  the  Constitution,  and  by  the 
civil  and  religious  liberties  of  thia  country.  I 
ask  gentlemen.  When  they  assert  the  want  of 
patriotism  of  t^oir  Catholic  constituency,  whether 
they  have  ever  heard  of  New  Orleans^  and  the 
Qtk  of  Januarv,  1815^,  whicb  Was  made  glorious 
by  those  republicans^  and  I  ask  them  who^  stood 
by  that  immortal  man,  GrenevalJacksoOk  when— — 

Mr.  CULLEN.  i  wish  to  ask  the  gentlemah 
whether  he  is  making  allusion  to  any  thmg  which 
I  said  ?    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  DAVIDSON.  Did  yousay  you  indorsed 
Mr.  Smith's  sentiments  ? 

Mr.  CULLEN.    Not  a  word. 

Mr.  DAVIDSON.  Then  I  desire  lliis  House 
to  understand  that  the  gentleman  does  not  indorse 
the  sentiments  of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama. 
I  understood  him,  when  I  asked  him  a  question, 
to  indorse  the  views  of  that  gentleman;  but,  as 
he  now  says  he  does  not,  I  do  not  allude  to  him. 
But  I  desire  it  to  be  understood,  by  every  man 
upon  this  side  of  the  House,  that  when  the  Cath- 
olics of  Louisiana  are  attacked  I  am  prepared  to 
defend  them.    I  vote  no. 

Mr.  DOWDELL.  Before  proceeding  to  give 
my  vote,  I  desire  to  say  a  fow  words.  I  must 
confess,  as  aa  American  citizen,  representing  in 
{>art  a  people  who  are  sober,  quiet,  and  conserva- 
tive, who  love  their  coUntry-i-a  religious  commu- 
nity— I  am  exceedingly  paii>ed  at  the  spectacle 
which  has  been  presented  to-night  and  for  the 
last  weeks  by  the  American  House  of  Represent- 
atives, in  the  middle  of  the  nineteenth  century. 
I  am  disposed  to  recur  to  the  history  of  the  past, 

Ereemincntly  before  ray  mind — when  Rome  was 
uming,  Nero  was  fiddling  and  dancing.  To  my 
mind,  merriment  is  alto^th^r  out  of  place  and 
ill-timed.  Now,  sir,  while  this  House  is  indulg- 
ing in  this  spectacle  of  amu»cmen#-and  I  speak 
kindly  of  it,  for  I  suppose  it  is  somewhat  in  the 
spirit  of  passing  away  an  idle  hour  without  tim 
prospect  of  an  organization  soon— whilst  in  the 
midst  of  laughter,  we  are  standing  upon  a  slum- 
bering volcano.  Upon  our  borders,  m  the  com- 
mon territory  of  this  country,  our  people  are 
marshaling  tncir  forces  to  try  the  great  question 
as  to  whether  they  are  able  to  govern  thcmseivns — 
it  may  be  with  rifles  in  their  hands.  It  becomes 
us  to  IoqJc,  as  patriots,  seriously,  soberly,  these 
grave  questions  in  the  face.  It  becomes  us  to 
maintain  that  gravity^  due  to  the  consideration 
of  questions  now  being  forced  upon  us,  which 


involve  the  peace  «iid  happirtessof  our  peo)^  mtA 
the  permanence  of  our  institutiomn  I  have  beea 
reminded  by  the  ludicrous sceties  witnessedhere^ 
of  a  parallel  to  be  found  in  a  book  entitled  ^*Geor» 
^a  Scenes,'*  which  I  read  many  years  since. 
It  was  penned  by  Judge  Longstreet,  formerly  of 
GeoTffiiSi  Ned  Biiaee,  ^e  heru  of  the  wboty^  nap» 
penea  in  a  city  during  the  prevalence-  of  s-^ieaA 
fire — the  flames  in  red  volumes  were  risings  hig^r 
add  higher  eaehr  momenO— the  people  Were  rtm- 
ning  to  and  fro  in  great  consteniacioi>— moaoi 
and  chiidt^n'  were  screaming  through  the  etreets, 
and  the  midnight  fire-bells  were  sending  out  their 
rapid  and  startling  sounds,  when  N^  quietly 
took  his  positionroa  the  side-walk.  About  this 
time  a  large,  old  man,  nearly  owt  of  breatlv,ca«« 
running  by  in  great  haste,  whose  kome  was 
threatened  with  destruction  perhaps,  and  wta 
abruptly  stopped  by  Ned  with  the  intermgatery : 
'*  Sir,  cair  you  tell  me  where  !<  ean  find  Pele«  CL 
G^  Stone?"  «*Damn  Peleg  Q^  C.  Stoncrmy 
house  is  on  fire ! "  was  the  impatieat  reply.  HeWt 
sir,  while  the  fire  of  civil  war  is  threatemog  tobe 
kindled  upon  our  borders,  whose  flana^i  enee 
started  may  not  be  quenched  until  the  temple  of 
our  liberties  is- burnt  up,  and  the  last  hope  of  hu- 
manity for  freedom  is  exjtinguished  in  the  breast 
of  man,  questions  are  projpounded  here  quite  as 
impertinent  at  this  time  of  danger,  and  calcula- 
ted to  provoke  similar  impatience,  if  not  a  similar 

^pjy* 

Sir,  those  questions  about  the  extension  of  the 
naturalleation  laws,  and  the  "  corrupting  tenden- 
cies of  the  Roman  Catholic  church,"  can  be  de- 
cided by  our  people,  and  we  shall  have  a  deeisioD 
at  the  proper  time;  and  I  have  no  fear  that  any 
party  in  this  country  opposed  to  religious  hberty, 
will  ever  be  strong  enough  to  control  its  legislff- 
tion.  I  have  no  rcar  that  the  rights  of  our  fel- 
low-citizens, native  or  adopted,  or  of  those  who 
may  hereafter  emigrate  to  this  country,  will  now  be 
infringed,  or  that  ^le  people  of  this  country  wiH 
ever  consen#o  be  shacklea  by  any  party  proposing 
to  interfere  witli  the  rights  of  conscience,  or  suffer 
the  avenues  to  oitiKenship,  opened  by  the  wisdom 
and  generosity  of  our  republican  fathers  to  their 
oppressed  aud  sufiTering  neighbors  across  the 
ocean,  to  be  blocked  up.  We  have  no  fear  of 
this^^none  at  aH ;  our  apprehensions  in  this  regard 
have  been  eniirely  removed,  erfter  witnessing  the 
election  results  of  the  last  few  months.  A  oro- 
posiiion  to  that  effect  I  understood  to  have  beoi 
made  by  a  small  patiy^^'^t  least,  whether  so  iif- 
tended  or  not,  the  inference  fVom  the  nhitfbrm 
laid  down  Was  legitimate,  and  it  cmoodied  a 
selfish  principle  wnich  would,  in  my  humble 
judgment,  if  carried  out,  wither  the  prosperity 
of  this  great  and  glorious  American  nation.  Let 
us  reflect  for  a  moment.  At  an  early  period  of 
our  history — yes,  sir,  during  our  great  Revolution 
which  gave  freedom  to  our  continent,  and  the 
hope  of  it  to  the  world — when  Wc  were  weak, 
few  in  niunber,  poor  in  purse,  but  of  Ittrgt  and 
liberal  A«tfrf«— wtien  we  were  unable  to  cope  with 
the  nations  of  the  earth  without  the  aid  of  patriots 
from  other  lands,  we  threw  open  our  doors,  and 
invited /orfigwm*-*yes,  sir,  fore^fnerf,  to  come  in 
ttftd  partake  with  us  the  petUs  of  defending  otrr 
liberty.  They  generously  npfi^onded  to  the  iwvi- 
taiiOrt,  a«d  the  portrait  which  there  graces  our 
waHs  [polwtiftg  to  a  portrait  of  La  Payette]  wi8 
carry  us  back  to  the  time  whett  Prttncc  sent  out 
hct  voktmevrs  to  fi^ht  side  by  side  witli  Ameri- 
cans for  liberty,  and  the  memory  of  thai  ^^^ 
man,  united  in  our  aflfections  with  tlwrt  or  the 
glorious  Washington,  will  not  be  fbrgptte*  by  a 
tree  and  gratefVil  people,  but  the  glory  of  tlreir 
joint  deeds,  common  sufTiSTings,  and  conimou 
strugglesjwill  be  transmitted  to  the  remotest  pos- 
terity. When  we  were  weak  we  invited  them 
in.  They  came:  their  bones'whit^Hi  every  baffle 
field,  ana  their  heroic  deeds  illuminate  ewv 
page  of  our  Mstorr.  The  same  hotte  which 
cheered  the  heart  of  the  American  soWierr  filled 
the  breast  of  the  Irish,  the  Scotch,  the  Frchch, 
the  German,  the  Pole.  Yes,  sir— all,  all  fought 
for,  many  died  for  the  Mes^snijs  of  liberty  to 
their  chifdren.  Now,  Wherr  we  are  strong— a 
powerful  people,  population  large,  and  an  over- 
flowing treasury— fully  able,  without  the  aid 
of  patriot  foreigners,  to  take  care  of  ourselvffl, 
a  portion  of  us  are  disposed  to  say  that  they 
shall  not  come  in  and  oe  citizens  upon  equal 
termA  with  us,  on  safe  c5wditl#ns<    When  we 
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oecapy  broad  snd  rich  lands,  capable,  under  the 
hmna  of  industry,  to  yield  food  and  clothing 
enougb  to  furnish  the  millions  of  earth;  when  we 
have  a  population  large  enough,  strong,  intelli- 
gent and  moral  enough, to  assimulate  all  who  come 
under  the  natural  law  controlling  emigration; 
when  we  know  that  ^they  whose  uudiers  fell  by 
^ke  mde  of  our  (kthera,  are  now  bound  down  to 
the  earth  under  the  iron  heel  of  despotism,  and 
who  pant  for  this  land  of  promise  as  the  **  hart 
panteth  after  the  water  brook,"  I  ask,  sir,  shall 
this  magnanimous  Republicat  once  ignore  its  duty 
and  its  destiny  by  closing  the  door  against  those 
who  knock  so  earnestly  and  entreatingly  ?  Never, 
air»  by  my  consent.  They  are  our  brethren. 
This  earth  is  God 's  earth,  and  he  who  taught  us  to 
loTe  our  neighbor  will  not  foigive  us  if  we  do  not. 
Hje  who  said,  '*  Thou  shall  not  vex  the  stranger; 
thoQ  shall  not  oppress  him  in  any  wise:  if  you 
do,  and  he  cry  unto  me,  I  will  hear  his  cry,  and  I 
win  kill  you  with  the  sword;  your  wives  shall 
become  widows  and  your  children  orphans,"  will 
not  fail  to  avenge  such  wickedness.  May  we 
eontinue  the  wise  policy  under  which  we  nave, 
by  the  blessing  of  Providence,  prospered  so 
largely , avert  the  curses  which  we  should  so  richly 
deserve  for  persecution  and  proscription,  and 
make  this  nation  what  our  fathers  designed  it — a 
blessing  to  mankind — a  house  of  refuge  for  the 
oppresaed^-an  asylum  for  the  sufferers  of  earth! 

{Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  DOWDELL.  I  wish  to  say,  as  there  is 
a  question  pending,  which  was  by  my  collea^e  's 
vote  laid  over  untU  to-morrow,  that  I  am  indis- 
posed to  allow  a  resolution  upon  the  same  basis  to 
take  precedence,  and  therefore  I  shall  vote  no. 

On  the  name  of  Mr.  Henrt  M.  Fuller  being 
called,  Mr.  PENNINGTON  announced  that  he 
had  paired  off  with  that  gentleman. 

Mr.  PAINE  (on  his  name  being  called)  said: 
I  beg  to  say  to  this  House,  thai  I  ofiered  the  name 
of  ue  Hon.  Wiluam  R.  Smith,  of  Alabama,  as 
temporary  Chairman,  without  an^  consultation 
with  him,  or  with  anybody  else,  i  have  neither 
seen  him  before  nor  since  I  presented  hfs  name 
to  the  House.  I  regret  exceeaingly  I  have  placed 
that  gentleman  in  the  situation  which  I  have.  He 
may  nave  felt  some  delicacy  in  defending  hiinself 
on  this  floor.  I  know  that  he  is  capable  of  defend- 
ing me  better  than  I  am  of  defending  him.  I  shall 
attempt  no  other  defense  of  him  than  simply  to 
say  that,  in  my  humble  opinion  he  has  been  mis- 
conceived on  this  question.  He  asked  the  simple 
question,  "Where  did  the  Roman  Catholic  cleigy 
ever  appear  on  the  side  of  freedom  ?"  As  I  under- 
stand tnat  gentleman,  he  is  as  far  fVom  being  in 
favor  of  religious  proscription  as  any  man  in  this 
House.  He  was  willing  that  every  man  should 
enjoy  his  religion  and  Si  the  rights  guarantied 
to  him  under  the  Constitution;  but  he  reserved 
to  himself  that  right  which  every  freeman  holds 
most  dear,  of  exercising  the  elective  franchise  in 
the  manper  which  seems  best  to  himself,  and 
holding  himself  accountable  to  no  human  being, 
but  to  God  alone,  for  the  manner  in  which  he 
exercises  it.  And  that,  sir,  is  the  privilege  of 
every  freeman  of  this  country.  "Well,  Mr.  Clerk, 
I  now  wiriPto  test  the  sincerity  of  those  gentle- 
men who  come  here  and  say,  that  they  have  no 
feeling  in  their  bosoms  on  this  subject.  I  ask 
one  of  them  to  answer  me  this  question  categoric- 
ally— ^I  ask  whether  any  gentleman  in  this  Hbuse 
is  willing  to  see  the  Government  of  these  United 
States  and  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  in 
the  hands  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  this  country? 
I  ask  for  an  ansvrer. 

Mr.SANDIDGE.  Ifthegentleman  from  North 
Carolina  will  permit  me,  I  will,  as  represent!!^  a 
Catholic  constituency,  say  that  I  am  not  wilhng 
to  see  this  country  in  the  hands  of  the  Catholics, 
nor  am  I  willing  to  see  it  in  the  hands  of  any  re- 
ligious denomination  whatever. 

Mr.  PAINE.  Answer  the  question  categoric- 
aDy. 

Mr.  EUSTIS.  I  will  answer  the  gentleman 
categorically,  and  say  this,  that  I  am  willing  to 
see  uiis  country  in  the  hands  of  the  men  whom 
the  people  see  fit  to  intrust  it  to,  whether  Uiey  be 
Catholics  or  Protestants. 

Mr.  PAINE.  Thatis  not  answering  the  ques- 
tion. Who  can  prevent  the  Government  going 
into  such  hands  as  the  people  choose  ? 

Mr.  EUSTIS.  Wdl,  if  there  are  CathoUcs 
enough  in  the  United  States  to  fill  this  Congress 


with  members  of  that  faith,  I  am  Willing  to  sect 
that  done.  

Mr.  McMULUN.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  [Mr.  Painb]  allow  me  to  ask  him 
one  question  ? 

Mr.  PAINE.  I  do  not  intend  to  have  any  more 
of  my  time  taken  up.  I  have  asked  this  question 
to  test  the  sincerity  of  lAen's  hearts  in  relation  to 
this  matter,  and  tnere  is  not  a  man  of  them  to 
respond  to  it  categorically.  Th6y  have  said  that 
they  were  willing  to  see  the  Government  and  the 
Congress  in  the  hands  of  those  to  whom  the  people 
confide  it.  In  the  name  of  God,  is  not  that  the 
government  of  the  people,  and  how  can  we  pre- 
vent it?  But  does  not  this  show  that  gentlemen 
cannot  answer  that  question,  and  that  they  do  not 
know  their  own  hearts  ?  1  tell  you,  sir,  tnat  this 
is  a  matter  which  enters  into  the  private  feeling, 
however  unwilling  members  may  be  to  expose  it. 
These  very  gentlemen  themselves  would  not  trust 
the  government  of  the  country  and  Congress  in 
the  hands  of  Roman  Catholics. . 

Mr.  BOWIE .  It  is  your  intolerance  alone ,  sir, 
^hich  would  not. 

Mr.  PAINE.  I  have  rid  relijgiotw  ihtoleranee 
in  my  bosom. 

Mr.  BOWI?.  Yes,  you  havte,  or  your  party 
has. 

Mr.  PAINE.  I  am  willing  that  men  shall 
worship  their  God  as  theypleaae;  but  when  the 
question  is  put  to  me,  "Whom  will  you  select 
to  be  your  niler  or  your  Rcprgsentative?"  I  shall 
choose  a  man  according  as  I  tctGl  inclined;  and  I 
win  not  undet'take  to  say  that  I  Would  regard  his 
religious  opinions  if  they  Were  not  incompatible 
with  liliferty . 

Mr.  VALK  (When  his  name  wa^  called)  said: 
I  have  not  risen,  Mr.  Clerk,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  a  speech,or  of  occupying  the  tihle  of  the 
House  more  than  a  minute,  if  so  lone.  The  hon- 
orable gentleman  who  addr^sed  the  Hbuse  a 
short  time  ago  [Mr.  DowdGll]  took  occasion  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  House  to  th6  once  living 
embodiment  of  that  portrait  on  my  right,  [that  of 
General  La  Fatette]  reffeVrin*  to  him  as  having 
come  to  this  country  and  assisted  in  defending 
her  iVom  fbreign  foes,  and  in  rescuing  her  from 
the  dangers  which  then  surrounded  her.  I  fVankly 
and  fVeely  do  honor  to  his  memory.  But  the  gen- 
tleman from  Alabama  fbigets,  however,  one  re- 
mark which  fell  fh)m  the  ups  of  that  man  when 
living.  The  words  will  be  remembfered  by  all 
the  gentlemen  of  the  House  who  have  read  his- 
tory to  any  advantage.  He  said:  **  If  ever  the 
liberties  of  this  country  are  destroyed  it  will  be 
by  CathoHc  priests." 

Mr.  BOWIE.    Sparks  says  that  that  is  a  lie. 

Mr.  VALK.  And  Washinjgton  told  us  to  be- 
ware  of  foreign  influence.  This  cannot  be  denied 
by  gentlemen  on  this  floor. 

Mr.  DOWDELL.  That  is  a  garbled  state- 
ment, as  I  have  read  it. 

Mr.  BOWIE.  Sparks  says  that  any  man  who 
asserts,  that  either  George  Washington  or  La 
Fayette  said  that  Catholics  or  foreigners  were  not 
to  be  trusted  was  a  liar,  and  did  not  say  the  truth. 
I  will  show  that. 

Mr.  KELLY.  I  should  like  to  explain  my 
vote. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  would  remind  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  that  it  is  too  late.  He 
can  proceed,  however,  if  no  objection  is  made. 

FLoud  cries  of  "  Object ! "] 

Mr.  BOWIE.    Who  objects? 

Mr.  BINGHAM.    I  obtect. 

Mr.  BOWIE.  Let  the  met  be  noted  that  Mr. 
Bingham  objects. 

Mr.  KELLY.  Does  the  Clerk  decide  that  I 
am  not  in  order? 

The  CLE^K.  The  Clerk  makes  no  decision, 
but  merely  suggests  to. the  gentleman  that  he 
^should  defer  his  remarks  until  the  result  of  the 
vote  is  annotmccd.  Objection  is  made  at  present. 

The  result  of  the  vote  was  then  announced  as 
above  recorded. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine,  obtained  the 
floor. 

Mr.  PENNINGTON.  I  move  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  [Mr.  Kellt,]  have  leave 
to  explain  his  vote,  and  I  do  so  because  the 
gentleman  is  a  Catholic,  and  the  only  one  of  that 
faith,  I  believe,  upon  this  floor.  I  think  that 
under  the  cinwmstanoes  it  would  be  only  commoD 


eodrtesT  to  hear  hum  [Ldvd  eries  of  "  Hear 
him."] 

Mr.  BOWIE.  Oh!  hear  him;  he  is  the  only 
Catholic  hetB^ 

Tho  CLEIRK*  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  give  way,  m  order  to  peniit  thegentleman 
from  New  YoTteto  be  heard) 

Mn  WASHBURN.  I  will  yield  to  the  gen- 
deman  for  ten  ndiiiitev; 

The  CLERK.  Then  if  ther»  be  n^  objection 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  will  proceed  for 
ten  minutes; 

No  objection  was  made. 

Mr.  ^ELLY.  I  (tB¥  owafcse*  M^.  Clerk,  that 
it  is  very  improper  to*  bring  religious  matters  iiito 
legislative  bodies  at  aU,  hut  when  I  hear  such  re- 
marks as  have  faHenfrom  tte  intelU^ttt  gentle- 
man who  has  just  spoken,  I  ftel  that  it  becomes 
me,  gd  a  membei^  of  that  reisffiotts!  body  Which 
that  gentleiKian  has  been  as8ai3iilg^to-saysonle*- 
thine,  at  least,  in  its  dstesei 

The  accusatioii  is.  made  here,  that  tha  Catholic 
religion  is  dangcirbus  tb  the  instituttbns  of  this 
Republic;  Sir,  I  am  aware  that>ntt  man  possessed 
of  any  intell^ence  at  all  woulS  give  any  weight 
to  a  charge  of  that  sort.  When  have  the  Cath- 
olio  clergy  ttiised  upon  their  flbeka  to  support  par- 
ticolaitindividualB'fbr  office^  When  have  they 
from  their  pulpits  urged  their  congregations  to 
support  particular  iheasiires,  or  to  vote  for  par- 
ticular men  ?  There  is  not,  in  the  history  of  this 
country,  an  instance  in  whdch  the  Cathohc  clergy 
have  so  acted;  but  can  the  same  be  said  of  other 
religious  denominations  in  this  country  ?  In  the 
eastern  portion  of  this  Union  you  will  frequently 
find  ministers  from  their  altars  invoking  their 
flocks  to  vote  for  measures  which  interest  them 
and  the  section  of  the  Union  to  which  they  be 
long.  Now,  Mt.  Clerkf  I  am  a  Catholic,  and  I 
hrve  this  Union.  I  dbfy  any  man  in  this  Con*> 
srees  to  say  that  he  is  a  better  citizen,  or  more 
devoted  to  the  true  interests  of  this  Union,  than 
I  am.  This  is  not  only  my  sentiment,  but  it  is 
the  sentiment  of  the  religious  sect  to  which  I 
belong.    It  is  the  sentiment  of  our  priesthood. 

I  let  the  accusation,  that  the  Catholic  religion 
is  dangerous  to  our  beloved  country,  go  for  what 
it  is  worth;  for  I  am  satisfied  that  no  sane  man 
would  make  such  an  assertion^  This  charge 
has  been  frequSntly  made  since  we  first  met  here. 
When  my  oolleagne  [Mr.  ValkJ  made  several 
charges  against  the  Catholic  religion,  I  had  not 
an  opportunity  to  say  one  word  in  reply;  but, 
^ir,  i  am  surprised  that  the  gentleman  from  Long 
Island*-a  man  of  intelligence  and  a  Christian,  as 
I  tfidce  him  to  be — should  get  up  upon  this  floor 
and  denounce  his  fellow  Christians  because  he 
differs  frOm  them  in  opinion  upon  religious  ques- 
tions. 

Mr.  YALR..  14>eg  pardon  of  the  gentleman, 
I  have  not  denounced  my  fellow  Christians  upon 
this  floor,  and  he  knows  I  have  not. 

Mr.  KELLY.    I  understood  that  you  did. 

Mr.  VALK.  That  is  your  interpretation ,  and 
not  mine. 

Mr.  KEI-LY.  The  gentlcm^  from  North 
Carolina  [Mr.  Paine]  asks,  womd  you  like  to 
see  this  Government  in  the  hands  of  the  Cath- 
olic people  ?  Suppose  Uiat  it  was  in  the  h ands  of 
the  CathoUc  people,  have  the  Catholic  people  of 
this  Union  ever  been  false  to  its  true  interests  ? 
Why,  sir,  look  at  the, early  history  of  our  coun- 
try, and  look  to  that  State  which  borders  upon 
this  District— a  Catholic  community  which  ex- 
tended a  liberality  to  all  other  religions  which  did 
not  exist  in  other  colonies  at  that  time.  While 
Calvert  (Lord  Baltimore)  was  founding  a  free 
colony  there,  religious  persecution  was  going  on 
in  other  colonies;  and  when  they  were  persecuted 
in  other  colonies,  where  did  they  go  that  they 
might  worship  Qod  according  to  the  dictates  of 
their  own  consciences  ?  They  came  to  the  Catholic 
colony  of  Maryland.   These  are  the  CathoUc  peo- 

Ele  to  whom  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ala- 
amahas  referred.  And,  sir,  such  is  the  history 
of  the  CathoUc  people  in  this  country,  and  'such 
has  it  ever  been.  These  people,  when  they  loavo 
their  homes  in  Germany,  in  Ireland,  or  in  what- 
ever country  they  may  be  found,  and  come  here, 
it  is  to  make  this  country  their  home.  They  im- 
bibe the  spirit  of  true  patriotism  before  they  leave 
the  Old  World.  They  come  here  with  their 
brothers,  their  sisters,  and  their  fathers,  because 
Ih^y  can  here  enjoy  their  Uberty.    And  teU  me, 
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feir,  is  not  the  assertion,  that  they  are  inimical  to 
your  liberties,  unfounded;  and  are  not  the  people 
who  make  it  blinded  by  prejudice  and  bigotry? 
Why,  sir,  they  are  identified  with  the  army  of 
the  countiy.  They  have  fought  side  by  side 
with  your  native-bom  citizens  in  every  battle 
that  has  been  fought  from  the  earliest  period  of 
your  existence  as  a  nation,  down  to  the  present 
time.  They  have  been  working  in  a  common 
cause  ta  promote  common  objects — the  blessing 
and  prosperity  of  this  Union. 

Then  let  me  say  to  this  House ,  that  if  they  come 
not  here  with  wealth,  they  come  with  willing 
hands  to  work,  and  earn  their  bread  upon  your 
public  works  from  their  very  commencement  to 
their  completion.  How  could  they  have  been 
constructed  without  these  men? 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  have  a  motion  which  I  desire 
to  submit.  I  move  that  this  House  do  now.  pro- 
ceed to  vote  for  Speaker,  and  upon  that  motion  I 
demand  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Alabama.  I  hope  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  will  withdraw  his  demand 
for  the  previous  question,  and  allow  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  [Mr.  Kellt]  to  proceed 
with  his  explanation. 

Mr.  EUSTIS.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  will  be  alk)wed  to  proceed  by  unanimous 
consent. 

Several  Members  objected. 

Mr.  LEITER.  I  appeal  to  the  House  to  with- 
draw all  objection,  and  allow  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  to  go  on  with  his  speech. 

Objection  was  a?ain  made. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  move  that  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  have  permission  to  proceed. 

The  CLERK.  The  motion  is  not  in  order, 
for  the  reason  that  a  motion  is  pending,  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Sage,]  that 
the  llouse  do  now  proceed  to  vote  for  Speaker, 
upon  which  the  previous  question  is  demanded, 
and  which  motion  will  take  precedence. 

Mr.  KELLY.  I  do  not  care  about  proceeding 
further.  I  wished  to  deny  the  charges  made  by 
thegentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Paine,] 
and  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Vale,]  and  having  done  that  I  am  satisfied  to  let 
the  matter  rest  for  the  present. 

Mr.  PAINE.  I  understood  that  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  addressed  a  part  of  his 
remarks  to  me.     I  did  not  hear  a  word  he  said. 

A  Member.  No  matter;  he  only  denied  your 
charges  against  the  Catholics. 

Mr.  BOVCE.  If  the  House  will  allow  me,  I 
wish  to  say  but  a  single  word.  I  do  not  understand 
that  the  resolution  before  the  House  indorses,  in 
effect,  the  opinions  of  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama, [Mr.  Smith,]  in  reference  to  the  Cath- 
olics. I  differ  from  nim  entirely  upon  that  sub- 
ject. I  have  a  very  high  respect  for  the  Catholic 
church,  as  I  have  for  every  other  Christian 
church. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  vote  the  one 
hundred  and  fifth  time  for  Speaker,  with  the  fol- 
lowing result:  Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  188; 
necessary  to  (^hoice,  95;  of  which — 

Nathaniel  P.  Bankt)  received 88 

William  A .  Ricbardson .63 

Ueury  M.  Fu|Jfr '28 

Alexander  C.  M.  Pennington 6 

John  Williams 1 

Henry  Bennett 1 

Hamiiol  Caruthcrs 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  Banf^-s — Messrs.  Albright,  A  IU<on.  Barbour,  Henry 
Bennett,  Benson,  Bingham^Bi^hop,  Bu(nn^on,Biirlinj^me, 
Jame.s  Fl.  Campbell,  Lowi.^  D.  Onmpbt'll,  Clir.tlee.  t'lnw- 
«on,  Colfax,  ('oniins,  Craein,  Cumback,  Damrell,  Tiniotliy 
Davis,  Day,  Dt*an,  Do  Will,  Dickson,  Dodd,  Durfoc,  Em  no, 
Fla^Ifr,  Giilloway,Giddingp,  Gilbert,  Gran2fr,Gro\v,  Robert 
B.  Hall,  Harlan,  Holloway,  Thomas  R.  Horton,  Valr^nline 
B.  Horton,  Howard,  Hugliston,  Kel>«ey,  Kin;;,  Knapp, 
Kniirlit,  Knowlion,  Knox,  Leitcr,  Mnitesnn,  MeCarty, 
Meacham,  KUiian  MiUer,  Murpin,  Morriil,  Mott,  Murray, 
Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Pcurcc,  Pelton,  Pettit, 
Pike,  Pringle,  Purviancc,  Robert/",  Sabm,  Hago,  f  app,  Sher- 
man, HpiiHi*»r,  Stanton,  ytranahan,  Tappan,  Thorington, 
Thiirttoa,  Todd,  Tralton,  Wade,  Wakoinan,  Walbridge, 
Waldron,  Cadwalader  C.  VVa*«hburne,  EUihu  B.  Wa-ih- 
liurne.  fsracl  Wa-hbuni,  Watsoa,  Weleh,  Wood,  Wood- 
ruU\  and  Wnodworlli. ' 

For  Mr.  liUktrdson — Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,. Barksdale, 
Bi;!l,  Bocot'k,  Bowie,  Boyce,  Braneh,  Brook**,  Burnett, 
t.'idvvaladcr,  CarutlH.Ts,  Ca^kie,  Cliniiiinn,  Howdl  Cobb, 
William.on  R.  W.  Cobb,  Davidison,  Denver,  Dowdell,  Ed- 
mundt<ou,  Elliott,  Engli^h,  Florence,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller, 
Gret^nwood,  AuKURtua  Hall,  dainpaon  W.  Harris,  Thomas 
L.  Uanlri,  Uerbert;  Uoiutoo,  Jewett,  Georga  W.  Joac^ 


Kcitt,  Kelly.  Leteher,  Lumpkin,  Samuel  S.  Marshall,  Max- 
well, MrMullin,  McQueen,  Smith  Miller,  Million,  Mordeeal 
Oliver,  Orr.  Packer,  Peck,  Phelps,  Powell,  Qjiitnian,  Ruffin, 
Rust,  Handidge,  8iva?e,  Stenhous,  Stewart,  TaJbott,  Taylor. 
VaiJ,  Warner,  Watklus,  Vvinalow,  Dautol  B.  Wright,  ana 
John  V.  Wriffht. 

For  Mr.  Fuller— Mi»»m.  John  P.  CampJ[>ell,  Carlile, 
Cox,  Cullcn,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Etlierid'^e.  Eustis, 
Evans,  J.  Morrison  Ilarris,  Hoffman,  Kennett,  Lake,  Lind- 
loy,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Milliard,  Paine,  Porter,  Puryear, 
Ktade,  Ricnud,  EUvern,  William  R.  Smith, ^Snecd,  Swope, 
Trippe«  Underu'ood,  Valk,  and  ZollicotTer. 

For  Mr.  Penninxton—Moann.  Dunn,  Edwards,  HaoriBon, 
Haven,  Moore,  and  Scott. 

For  Mr.  WiiiuimM— Mr,  Wheeler. 

For  Mr.  J3enne/i— Mr.  Brenton. 

For  Mr.  Cctruthen—Mr.  Richardson. 

Pending  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  PAINE.  Mr.  Clerk,  the  American  partj 
stands  here  as  the  only  conservative  party  in  this 
House. 

Mr.  ENGLISH.  What  is  the  question  before 
the  House.' 

Mr.  PAINE.  The  question  I  am  talking  about. 
I  will  be  heard,  because  every  other  gfentleman 
who  hsis  desired  it  has  been  heard.  The  Amer- 
ican party  of  this  country  opposes  neither  the 
Democratic,  nor  the  Whiff,  nor  any  otlier  party; 
and,  as  a  proof  of  what  I  say,  I  can  point  you 
in  this  Hall  to  some  of  the  most  distmguisned 
Whigs  and  De^mocrats  who  are  members  of  that 
party.  But  the  national  American  party  has  been 
opposed  by  the  Administration  and  tne  Demo- 
cratic party.  A  man  is  required  to  swear  that  he 
does  not  belong  to  the  American  party,  before  he 
is  entitled  to  hold  any  office  under  the  Govern- 
ment. Then,  standing  as  we  do,  as  the  only 
conservative  element  of  the  House,  we  would  be 
lost  not  only  to  our  own  self-respect,  but  we  would 
be  negligent  of  our  interests  in  the  exi^nce  of 
this  very  Union  itself,  if  we  were  to  change  that 
position  in  any  particular. 

I  repeat  it,  that  a  party  has  risen  up  here,  not- 
withstanding the  jeers,  and  taunts,  and  insults 
heaped  on  it.  They  stand  before  the  country  and 
the  world  more  firm  and  unscHish  than  any  party 
has  ever  before  stood.  They  have  been  insulted 
and  scoffed  at — ay,  and  the  heel  of  tyranny  has 
been  ground  on  them — because  they  dared  to  as- 
sert what  has  been  the  prevalent  feeling  of  the 
eeople  of  this  Union  from  the  organization  of  the 
rovernment  down  to  the  present  time.  Now, 
sir,  I  am  determined  to  speak  out,  and  not  to 
submit  to  these  insults  any  longer.  I  tell  ^entle- 
m^n  that  I  do  not  ask  any  odds — political  or 
otuerwise.  I  am  called  here,  for  instance,  to  vote 
for  two  men;  one  insults  me,  and  the  other  insults 
the  sense  and  propriety  of  the  Union  by  pro- 
claiming himseH  here  as,  par  excellence,  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  AboUtion  sentiments  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stotes.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  BanksJ  slated  on  this  floor  that  he  was  the 
Representative  of  the  anti-slavery  sentiment  of  the 
country.  If  there  are  any  such  men  who  desire 
to  leave  the  American  party,  let  them  go.  They 
are  not  conservative  men.  I  tell  those  men  who 
have  insulted  us,  that  I  have  as  little  regard  for 
them  as  I  have  for  any  othors. 

I  am  rejoiced,  sir,  that  this  tyranny  has  been 
exercised  over  us  by  the  Democratic  party  and 
the  Administration.  What  a  spectacle  is  pre- 
sented by  the  Democratic  party  in  this  House ! 
We  must  either  vote  for  their  candidate,  or  they 
will  be  willing  to  see  the  dearest  interests  of  the 
country  destroyed.  That  is  the  alternative  they 
have  offered  us.  They  have  refused  to  allow  us 
to  select  one  from  their  own  ranks.  They  have 
rejected  every  overture  that  has  been  made  from 
the  conservative  element  of  this  House.  And, 
forsooth,  they  take  to  themselves  the  position  of 
bein^:  the  kcepftrs*  of  the  honors  and  the  interests 
of  this  country;  that  unless  a  man  is  called  a 
Democrat,  no  matter  what  his  opinions  may  be, 
he  is  unfit  to  bo  trusted  with  anything  that  con- 
cerns the  Government  of  the  RepUblic.  And  I 
hope,  sir,  that  iho  gentlemen  with  whom  I  have 
been  acting,  and  cordially  acting — those  who  have 
made  every  sacrifice  of  feeling  for  the  purpose  of 
organizing  this  House — will  stand  steadfast  in  the 
position  which  they  now  hold.  I  vote  for  Mr. 
Henry  M.  Fuller. 

The  Clerk  again  called  the  roll,  and  the  fol- 
lowing was  the  result  of  the  one  hundred  and 
sixth  vote:  Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  187; 
necessary  to  a  choice,  94;  of  which — 

Nathaniel  P.Banks  received , 88 

William  A.  Richardson QU 


Henry  M.  Fuller 27 

Alexander  C.  M.  Pennington 6 

John  Williams 1 

HamucI  (Jarutfaetd. 1 

Gaehrit«t  Porter 1 

Henry  Bennett. 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  rote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  Banks— MeMn.  Albright,  Allbon,  Darboor, 
Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  Binsfaom,  Bi»bop,  Buifiofton,  Cur- 
lingame,  James  H.  Campbell,  Lewi^D.  CampboU,  Choflbe, 
Claw»>on,  Colfax,  Corams,  Cradn,  Cumback,  Domreli, 
Timothy  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  De  Witt,  Dickeon,  Dodd,  Dar- 
t'ee,  Emrie,  Flagler,  uiddings,  Gilbert,  Granger,  Grow,  Rob- 
ert B.  Uail,  Uarlan,  Holloway,  Thomas  R.  Horton,  ValCD- 
tine  B.  Horton,  Howard,  Hushsiton,  Keli^ey,  King,  Knapp, 
Knight,  Knowlton,  Knox,  Leiter,  Mattewn,  McCftrty, 
Meacham,  Killian  Miller,  Morgan,  Morriil,  Mott,  Momy, 
Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Pearce,  Pelton,  Pca- 
nington,  Pettit,  Pike,  Pringle,  Purviance,  kobortJi,  Satoa, 
Sage,  Sapp,  t^herman,  Spinner,  Stanton,  Stranahan,  Tap- 
pan,  Thorington,  Thurston,  Todd,  Trafton,  Wade,  Waki- 
man,  Walbridge,  Waldron,  Cadwalader  C;  Watf^hbome, 
Eihbu  B.  Watdiburoc.  fprael  Washburn,  Watson,  W*e)eb, 
Wo«kI,  Woodruff,  and  Woodworth. 

For  Mr.  Richarti^on — Mossrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barksdale, 
Bell,  Bocoek,  Bowie,  Boyce,  Branch,  BrookB,  Burnett, 
Cadwalader,  Caruthers,  Coiikie.  Cllngman,  Howell  C«lil^ 
Williamson  R.  W.Cobb,  Davtdnon,  ONowdeU,  EdmunAiOA, 
Elliott,  English,  Florence,  ThomnA  J.  D.  Fuller,  Groen* 
wood,  Augustus  Han,  Sampson  W.  Ilarrt:«,  Thomas  L. 
Harris,  Herbert,  Hou*ton,Jewett,  George  W.  Jones,  Keitt, 
Kelly,  Letcher,  Lumpkin,  Samuel  S.  Man^all,  Maxwett, 
McQueen,  Smith  Mdler,  Millson,  Mordecai  Oiivcr,  Orr, 
Packer,  Peck.  Powell,  Quitmin,  Uuffin,  Buj4,  Sandidfe, 
Savage,  Stephens,  Stewart,  Talbon.  Taylor,  Vail,  Wtr- 
ner,  Watkins,  Winslow,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  and  Jolm  V. 
Wright- 

For  Mr>  FuUer— Mesflrs.  John  P.  Campbell,  Carlile,  Cox, 
Cullen,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Etheridge,  Eu<ai»,  Evans^ 
J.  Morrison  Harris.  Hoffman,  Konnett,  Lake,  L.tiHUef, 
Humphrey  Alnrshall,  Millward.  Paine,  Porter,  Ptirycar, 
Reade,  Ricaud,  Rivers,  William  R.  Smith,  Snoed,  Swope, 
Trippe,  Underwooil,  Valk,  and  ZoUicoffer. 

For  Mr.  Pennington— Messrs.  Dunn,  Edwards,  Harrwon, 
Haven,  Moore,  and  Scott. 

For  Mr.  tViUitniu— Mr.  Wheeler. 

For  Mr.  Candkert — Mr.  Richardson. 

For  Mr.  Porter— Mr.  Henry  M.  Fuller. 

For  Mr.  Bennett — Mr.  Brenton. 

Mr.  EUSTIS  obtained  the  floor,  but  yielded 
it  to  ^ 

Mr.  ORR,  who  (at  half  past  four  o'clock,  a.  m.) 
said:  We  have  been  in  session  for  sixteen  hours 
and  a  quarter.  The  clerks  are  worn  out,  and  the 
members  are  worn  out.  We  have  now  less  than 
ei^ht  hours  until  we  have  to  reassemble  in  this 
Hall.     I  therefore  move  that  the  House  adjourn. 

Mr.  CARLILC.  It  is  now  morning,  the  day 
is  dawning,  and  it  is  the  proper  time  to  devote 
to  our  duties.  Gentlemen  of  the  Democratic 
party  have  met  in  caucus,  and  have  resolvr»d  that 
they  will  not  adjourn  until  a  Speaker  is  elected. 
I  hope  that  we  shall  have  the  yeas  and  nays,  so 
that  we  may  see  who  is  for  adjourning  now  in 
day-light. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  respectfully  beg  leave  to  with- 
draw my  motion,  to  gratify  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia.     [Cries  of"  Good!*'  "  Call  the  rollI'T 

Mr.  EUSTIS.  I  gave  way  to  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  because  I  knew  that  be 
intended  to  submit  the  same  motion  which  I 
intended  to  propose.  We  have  becrf  here  for 
sixteen  hours.  One  third  of  the  members  are 
asleep.  I  think  we  have  tried  this  night  session. 
I  voted  against  it.  I  knew  exactly  what  it  would 
come  to.  Wc  have  gratified  both  thoaPemocratie 
party  and  the  Republican  party  in  this  rcsptct, 
and  gentletnen  seem  to  vote  now  precisely  the 
same  as  they  did  when  the  night  session  began. 
I  move  that,  when  the  House  adjourns  it  adjourn 
till  twelve  o'clock  on  Friday.* 

Mr.  CULLEN.  I  wish  to  make  a  single  re- 
mark. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Dek- 
ware  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  BOYCE.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn.  I  think  wc  have  punished  ourselves 
long  enough. 

Mr.  CULLEN.  I  wish  to  be  heard  upon  that 
subject. 

The  CLERK.     Debate  is  out  of  order. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  House  re- 
fused to  adjourn. 

The  CLERK.  The  motion  of  the  geniJenian 
from  Louisiana  has  not  yet  been  disposed  of. 

Mr.  SNEED.  I  move  to  amend  the  motion 
so  as  to  make  it  to-morrow  inst'  ad  of  Friday. 

Mr.  CUMBACK.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  will 
ask  you  if  our  Journal  will  show  that  this  is 
Thursday,  if  we  adjourn  now?  No,  sir,  it  ¥rill 
show  that  it  is  Wednesday. 
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The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  wilUtate  that  the  text 
of  the  Jonrnnl  will  show  that  to^iay  is  Thursday. 

Mr.  WHEELER,  (at  a  quarter  before  five 
o'clock,  a.  m.)  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

Mr.  PAYNE.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  that  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered^ 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  it  was  de- 
rided in  the  negative — yeas  53,  nays  153;  as  fol- 
lows: 

YKAS — Mewre.  Barksdale,  Boyoe,  Branch,  Bumett, 
iatn  P.  Campbell^  Caruthcr«,  Caskic,  Clingiiian,  Cox, 
I>avtit9on,  Henry  Winter  Oavis,  Denver,  Durfcc,  EdwanLi, 
EUioct,  Etberulge,  Eustis,  Evans,  Henry  M.  Fuller, 
Tbomas  L.  Harris,  Harrison,  Haven,  Herbert,  Valentine 
B.  Uorton,  Houston,  George  W.  Jones,  Keitt,  Kennett, 
Lake,  Lindley,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Samuel  S.  Man^hall, 
South  Miller,  Milltion,  Millward,  Moore,  Andrew  Oliver, 
OfT,  Paiae,  Peniiiugton,  Phelp:',  Porter,  Powell,  Savage, 
Williain  R.  Smith,  Sneed,  Stewart,  Trippe,  Underwood, 
VVbeeliT,  WiniUow,  and  Zollieofl'er~53. 

NAY8— Messrs.  Aiken,  Albright,  Allison,  Barboar,  Hen- 
rr  Bconeix,  Benson,  Bingham,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Brenton, 
^rookii,  Buffington,  Buriingainc,  Cadwalador,  James  H. 
Campbell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Carlile,  Chaffee,  Clawson, 
HowHI  Cobb,  WWiami^ou  R.  VV.  Cobb,  Colthx,  Comins, 
Cra^ui,  Cullen,  Cumback,  DamreU,  Timothy  Davis,  Day, 
Dean,  be  Witt,  Dickson,  Dodd,  Dowdell,  Dunn,  Edmund- 
son,  Emrie,  English,  Flajjlcr,  Florence,  Thomas  J.  D. 
Fuller,  Gidding^,  Gilbert,  Granger,  Greenwood,  Harlan,  J. 
Morriscm  Harris,  Sampe'on  VV.  Harris,  Hoflman,  Hollo- 
way,  Tliomas  R.  Horton*  Howard,  Hughi>ton,  Jewett, 
Kelly,  Kelsey,  King,  Knapp,  Knight,  Kuowlton,  Knox, 
Letter,  Letehcrj  Lampkin,  Matteson,  Maxwell,  MeCarty, 
McQueen,  Meaeham,  Killian  Miller,  Morean,  Morrill,  Mott, 
Murray,  Norton,  Packer,  Pearce,  Peck,  Pelton,  Pcttil,  Pike, 
Pringte,  Purvianee^  Quitman,  Rcade,  Ricaud,  Rivers, 
Roberts,  RuMn,  Ru^t,  Sabin,  Sage,  Saiidiilge,  Sapp,  Scott, 
Bberman,  Spinner,  Stanton,  Stephens,  Siranahan,Talbott, 
TaMan,  Taylor,  Thoringtou,  Thurston,  Todd,  Trat^on, 
Valk,  Wade,  Wakeman,  Walbridge,  Waldron,  Warner, 
Cadwalader  C.  Waahburne,  EUihu  B.  Washbume,  Israel 
Wasbbiim,  Watkins,  Wat^ion,  Welch,  Wood,  WoodrutT, 
Wood'vortb,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  and  John  V.  Wright— 1^. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Pending^  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  CULLEIN  (when  his  name  was  called) 
said:  In  my  own  State  I  have  had  to  fi?ht  not  the 
Whi^s  but  the  Democrats.  Well,  the  Democrata 
of  this  House  met,  and  determined  to  come  here 
and  sit  this  matter  out,  and  I  have  determined  to 
meet  them  on  cliat  ground,  and  sit  it  out  as  long 
as  I  have  life.     [Laughter.]     I  vote  no. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Alabama,  (when  his  name  was 
called,^  said:  I  am  willing  to  sit  here  for  two 
hours  longer  if  there  is  any  chance  that  we  can 
elect  a  Speaker.  I  shall  vote  against  adjourning 
now,  in  the  expectation  that  we  shall  endeavor  to 
elect  a  Speaker;  but,  unless  there  is  some  change 
in  tlie  vpte,  I  shall  vote  for  the  next  proposition 
to  adjourn. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Illinois.  I  would  stay  here 
very  cheerfully  for  any  length  of  time  if  any  good 
could  be  eflfccted  by  it.  I  am  satisfied  that  none 
can  be  eiTectcd,  and,  althougli  my  vote  cannot 
change  the  result,  I  want  to  vote  in  the  way  I 
think  right.    I  vote  ay. 

The  result  was  then  announced  as  recorded 
above. 

TEN-MINUTE  RULE. 

Mr.  PAINE.  I  move  to  rescind  the  ten-min- 
ute rule,  and  I  giv^  way  to  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  [Mr.  Bowie. 1 

Mr.  BOWIE.  Now,  Mr.  Clerk,  as  gentlemen 
have  been  called  upon  to  assign  reasons  for  the 
vote**  they  have  given,  I  want  to  say  that  I  ara 
row  acting  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  I  am 
^Ing  to  act  with  it  until  the  presidential  election 
IS  over.  [Laughter.]  I  regard  that  as  the  only 
party  that  stands  upon  the  platform  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  my  country. 

Mr.  TRAPrON,  (interrupting.)  What  ques- 
tion is  now  before  the  House  ? 

The  CI<ERK.  A  motion  to  rescind  the  ten- 
minute  rule. 

Mr.  TRAFTON.  It  strikes  me  that  the  gen- 
tleman ie  not  speaking  to  that  question. 

Mr.  BOWIE.  That  is  the  very  question  I  am 
now  discussing;  and  if  my  friend  wants  a  theo- 
logical discussion  of  the  question  of  Native  Amer- 
icanism, or  Americanism  in  its  broadest  extent, 
I  Will  rivt  tl  to  him.    [JUuiffhtcr,  and  cries  of  **  Go 
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on!**l  I  say,  sir,  like  mv  friend  from  Missouri, 
that  tne  WHig  party  is  aead;  but  who  has  been 
its  destroyer  ?  If  I  nad  the  Know  Nothing  party 
under  indictment,  drawn  up  by  mjrself,  in  any 
county  court  in  my  own  State,  or  in  any  other 
State,  I  would  convict  them  of  murder  in  the 
first  deg^ree— of  willful  homicide.  [Laughter.] 
Every  man  knows  it  who  ever  did  belong  to  the 
Whig  party.  I  certainly  ought  to  know  some- 
thing aoout  it,  for  I  was  a  candidate  for  elector, 
with  two  of  my  colleagues,  for  the  State  of 
Maryland,  forGreneral  Scott  against  your  present 
President.  I  ought  to  know  something  about  it, 
for  I  am  a  man  who  never  gave  a  vote  for  a  I>emo- 
crat  except  in  the  last  campaign,  in  my  own 
congressional  district  and  in  this  House,  since  I 
have  been  here.  I  ought  to  know  something 
about  the  glory  of  the  Whig  party  and  the  pride 
which  we  all  felt  in  its  conservatism  and  its  ad- 
herence to  the  Constitution  of  the  country.  My 
colleagues  can  tell  you  as  much  upon  that  point 
as  I  can.  But,  most  extraordinarily,  when  Gen- 
eral Scott  was  defeated,  these  very  same  standard- 
bearers,  unlike  myself,  went  into  some  other 
organization — an  organization  whose  true  prin- 
ciples we  have  never  heard.  It  is  not  even 
understood  upon  this  floor.  My  friend  from  Loui- 
siana [Mr.  EusTis]  and  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  [Mr.  Walker]  say  it  is  one  thing,  and 
the  judge  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Smith]  says  that 
it  is  another  thing. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  tells  you  he  is 
an  eternal  enemy  of  the  Pope.  [A  Voice:  What 
says  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  ?]  And  the 
gentleman  from  Delaware  seems  to  be  of  the  same 
opinion,  [laughter,]  that  the  bull  of  the  Pope  is 
to  destroy  this  country;  and  I  can  only  tell  you 
what  I  told  a  friend  of  mine  as  to  the  bull  of 
the  Pope.  I  have  a  neighbor  who  has  got  one 
bull  that  will  whip  fifty  bulls  of  the  Pope.  [Roars 
of  laughter.]  Put  tnem  into  a  ring,  and  my 
neighbor's  bull  will  whip  all  the  bulb  the  Poi)e 
ever  issued.  [Laughter.]  And  yet,  Mr.  Clerk, 
the  question  is  seriously  to  be  fought  upon  this 
floor,  before  the  American  nation,  whether  the 
Pope  of  Rome  is  not  the  King  of  America,  having 
all  temporal  and  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction  here — 
whether  our  Declaration  of  Independence,  our 
Constitution,  and  the  declarations  of  rights  of  all 
our  State  constitutions,  are  to  have  tuiy  force 
and  eflfect  whatever— or  whether  the  little  empire 
or  kingdom  of  Rome,  a  pontifical  State,  has  not 
universal  jurisdiction  over  America!  We  have 
forgotten,  sir,  that  we  have  achieved  our  inde- 
pendence; we  have  forgotten  that  we  owe  no 
allegiance  to  any  other  Power  in  the  world,  except 
to  our  States  in  their  respective  limits,  and  to  the 
United  States  within  its  constitutional  limits, 
which  bind  us  to  the  Union;  we  have  forgotten 
that,  and  we  have  slept  on,  and  on,  until  now  we 
are  waked  up  here,  m  this  nineteenth  century, 
and  begin  to  suspect  that  we  are  all  colonies  of 
the  King  of  Rome,  the  weakest  of  all  Powers  in 
Christendom  !  Wliy,  sir,  the  Pope  of  Rome  is 
not  even  the  King  of  all  Italy.  He  is  only  a 
temporal  prince  over  a  pontifical  State.  The 
King  of  Naples,  a  part  of  Italy,  has  jurisdiction 
independent  of  him.  The  weakest  of  all  earthly 
principalities  that  exist  upon  the  face  of  the 
^lobe  f — and  yet  this  little  Tom  Thrfmb  of  a  King 
IS  supposed  to  be  so  powerful  that  this  great 
nation  is  about  to  fViIl  right  into  his  dominion  and 
under  his  jurisdiction.  And  I  can  tell  you,  upon 
the  honor  of  a  gentleman,  [laughter,]  upon  the 
honor  of  a  statesman,  upon  the  honor  or  a  poli- 
tician, [renewed  laughter,]  upon  the  honor  of  a 
man  who  kan  placed liimself  before  the  people  for 
their  suflrages,  that  I  had  to  fi^ht  with  this  very 
issue  in  my  congressional  district.    [Laughter.] 

My  friend  from  Louisiana,  and  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama,  say  that  kink  pervaded  the  minds 
of  their  people.  The  eighth  section  of  the  Phila- 
delphia platform  was  not  understood  by  them  as 
it  was  with  us.  Why,  sir,  I  recollect  very  well, 
early  in  the  campaign,  in  the  month  of  April, 
about  the  time  that  Mr.  Wise  was  nominatea  for 
Governor  of  Virgima  by  the  Democrats,  and  Mr. 


Eloumoy  on  the  Know  Nothing  side [Here 

the  hammer  fell.] 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  can  proceed  by 
general  consent. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine,  and  others  ob- 
jected. 

Mr.  BOWIE.     Who  objects  ? 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  A  majority  of  this  House. 

Mr.  BOWIE.    No,  sir;  take  your  seat. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  move  to  strike  out  all 
after  the  word  "  resolve  *'  from  the  resolution, 
and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  what  I  have  sent  to  the 
Clerk  *s  desk;  and  I  call  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  PAINE.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order.  I 
wish  to  know  if  the  amendment  oflered  by  tho 
gentleman  from  Maine  has  any  relation  to  tho 
motion  which  I  made  ? 

Mr.  WASHBURN.    I  think  it  is  germane. 

The  amendment  was  read,  as  follows: 

Retohedy  That  nntil  a  Speaker  shall  be  elected,  ni^itlier 
debate  nor  personal  explanation  shall  be  in  order. 

Mr.  BOWIE.    I  desire  to  be  heard  upon  that. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Maryland 
is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  Do  I  understand  that  it 
has  been  ruled  by  the  Clerk  that  the  previous 
question  cuts  ofli* amendments? 

The  CLERK.     The  Clerk  does  not  so  rule. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  propose  to  call  the  pre- 
vious question,  if  it  docs  not  bring  us  directly  to 
a  vote  upon  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  There  is  a  preliminary 
question.  Docs  the  Clerk  entertain  tlie  amentl- 
ment  as  a  proper  amendment  to  the  resolution 
before  the  House? 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks,  that  inas- 
much as  the  first  resolution  refers  to  rescinding 
the  ten-minute  rule,  which  limits  debate,  and  tho 
other  also,  it  is  in  order. 

Mr.  PAINE.     I  wish  to  say  a  word. 

The  CLERK.     Debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.     I  believe  I  have  the  floor. 

Mr.  PAINE.  I  believe  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  got  up  and  moved  his  amendment,  and 
said,  "Mr.  Clerk,  I  move  the  previous  question; 
no,  sir,  I  do  not  move  the  previous  question,*' 
and  took  his  seat;  and  then 'the  gentleman  Troiu 
Delaware  got  up. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  insist  upon  my  point  of 
order.  The  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  is  to  rescind  the  ten-minute  rule. 
Now,  sir,  until  that  is  rescinded,  I  take  it  that  no 
such  amendment,  as  a  substitute,  is  in  order. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  the  substi- 
tute is  in  order,  inasmuch  as  both  refer  to  tlio 
subject  of  debate. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  It  was  decided  the  other 
day — and  there  seemed  to  be  a  general  consent  to 
that  decision — that  the  eflfect  of  3ie  previous  ques- 
tion should  be  the  same  here  as  it  is  in  the  House 
under  the  rules;  and  with  that  understanding,  I 
have  demanded  it,  and  insist  upon  the  question 
being  put. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  desire  to  submit 
this  point  to  the  Clerk:  The  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  has  proposed  to  rescind  the  res- 
olution, adopted  at  a  former  day,  limiting  debate 
to  ten  minutes.  The  gentleman  from  Maine  now 
proposes  a  substitute  for  that.  Now,  a  motion  to 
rescind  that  resolution  cannot  possibly  be  amend- 
able at  all ;  and  I  ask  that  that  question  may  ba 
decided  by  the  House. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  I  will  settle  all  this  in 
a  short  way:  I  move  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on 
the  table.. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  want  to  bring  tho 
House  to  a  direct  vote  on  my  proposition  to  stop 
debate. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  that  the  prop- 
osition of  the  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr.  Wash- 
burn]  is  in  order;  but  not  being  willing  to  decide 
any  question,  he  submits  it  to  the  House  for  ita 
decision.  The  question  now  is,  whether  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine  is  in 
order? 
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The  question  was  put,  and  decided  in  the  affirin- 
au?€. 

Mr.  PAINE.  I  withdraw  my  proposition ,  and 
make  another  proposition.  I  now  move  that  the 
ten-minute  nile  be  suspended  for  the  space  of  two 
hours;  and  on  that  motion  I  move  the  previous 
question. 

•  Mr.  CULLEN.  I  appeal  to  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  to  withdraw  his  call  for  the 
previous  question,  so  as  to  allow  me  to  make  a 
remark. 

Mr.  PAINE.  At  the  reouesl  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Delawai*e,  [Mr.  Cullen]  I  witlidraw 
the  call  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  CULLEN  took  the  floor. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  The  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  [Mr.  Paine]  has  no  rijarht  to  as- 
sign the  floor  to  any  gentleman  he  thinks  proper. 

Mr.  PAINE.  I  have  a  right  to  withdraw  the 
previous  question  at  the  request  of  a  gentleman. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Illinois.  The  exhibition 
through  which  we  are  passing,  Mr.  Clerk,  satis- 
fies me  of  the  correctness  of  the  vote  which  I 
gave  some  moments  ago.  I  now  [fifteen  minutes 
to  six  o'clock,  a.  m.]  move  that  the  House  ad- 
journ. 

Mr.  PAINE.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
Can  a  motion  be  made  to  adjourn  wiiile  a  gentle- 
man has  the  floor,  unless  he  give  w^ay  for  such 
motion. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  clearly  understood 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  as  yielding 
the  floor,  when  he  withdrew  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  PAINE.  I  did,  at  the  request  of  the  gen- 
tleman fVom  Delaware,  [Mr.  Cullen,]  give  the 
floor  to  him.  He  asked  me  to  withdraw  the 
previous  question,  and  I  did  so. 

The  CLERK.  A  motion  to  adjourn  is  always 
in  order. 

Mr.  OLIVER,  of  Now  York.  I  move  that 
when  the  House  adjourns  it  adjourn  till  to-mor- 
row at  twelve  o'clock,  noon. 

Mr.  CARLILE.  Did  the  gentleman  who 
made  the  motion  to  adjourn  withdraw  that  mo- 
tion? 

Mr.  HARRIS.    I  did  not  withdraw  it. 

The  CLERK.  Then  the  Clerk  thinks  that 
the  motion  to  fix  a  day  to  adjourn,  while  a  mo- 
tion to  adjourn  is  pending,  is  not  in  order.  By 
the  rules  of  the  House,  it  would  be,  but  under 
parliamentary  law  it  is  clearly  not  in  order.  The 
question,  then,  is  on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Harris,]  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  CUMBACK.     1  demand  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Harris,  of 
Illinois,  and  Pelton,  were  appointed. 

The  House  was  divided;  and  the  tellers  report- 
ed— ayes  37,  noes  73. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  CULLEN.  What  question  is  now  before 
the-House? 

The  CLERK.  The  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Paine]  to  rescind  the 
ten-minute  rule. 

Mr.  PAINE.  The  gentlemai)  from  Delaware 
[Mr.  Cui.len]  wishes  me  to  yield  the  floor  for  an 
explanation,  and  I  do  so. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  object  to  the  gentleman 
transferring  his  right  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  PAiNE.  I  insist  on  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  LetciierI  letting  things  pursue 
their  regular  course.  \Vnat  right  has  he  to  ob- 
ject ? 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  have  the  right  to  object 
to  anything  that  is  not  in  order  in  this  House, 
just  as  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  has 
the  right.  I  ask  to  have  the  objection  decidecf. 
If  we  are  goin^  to  do  anything  here,  let  us  pro- 
ceed to  do l)usiness;  if  not,  let  the  House  adjourn. 

Mr.  PAINE.    That  is  another  question. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  that  the 
point  of  oi"der  raised  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  Letcuer]  is  well  taken,  inas- 
much as  there  is  objection  to  the  assignment  of 
the  floor. 

Mr.  PAINE.  I  have  not  assigned  the  floor. 
The  gentleman  fi*om  Delaware  [Mr.  Cullen] 
asked  rac  if  I  would  yield  the  floor  to  him  for  a 
few  minutes;  and  have  I  not  the  right  to  comply 
with  his  request  ? 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina  has  the  right  to 
yield  the  floor,  but  then  he  cannot  recover  it. 


Mr.  PAINE.     I  do  not  wish  to  recover,  it. 

Mr.  CULLEN.  I  must  commence,  first,  by 
expressing  my  indebtedness  to  you,  Mr.  Clerk, 
for  the  privilege  of  addressing  this  House.  1" 
have  been  seeking  the  floor  for  hours,  but  have 
not  been  able  to  raise  my  voice.  Now,  sir,  1 
desire  to  speak  in  reference  to  the  question  before 
tlie  House.  The  proposition  is  to  suspend  the 
ten-minute  laile.  I  am  in  favor  of  that  proposi- 
tion. I  say  that  justice  cannot  be  done  while 
this  rule  limiting  debate  to  ten  minutes  is  in  force. 
Gentlemen  cannot  make  the  explanations  which 
they  may  deem  necessary  in  that  short  space  of 
time.  1  have  very  little  to  say,  but  nevertheless 
1  have  for  some  lime  had  an  anxiety  to  get  the 
floor.  Various  rharges  have  been  made  against 
the  party  with  which  1  am  connected.  CJiarges 
are  made  by  a  dozen  different  men,  and  we  are 
restricted  tti  ten  minutes  to  answer  them  all. 
Why,  sir,  what  sort  of  a  liberty,  what  Hort  of  a 
privilege,  is  that?  [Laughter.]  Liberty  of  speech, 
sir,  is  one  of  the  dearest  privileges  that  we  have. 
We  regard  liberty  of  speech  as  among  our  dearest 
rights — as  dear  as  the  rights  of  projw?rty  and 
other  inalienable  rights.  I  say  it  is  utterly  impos- 
sible for  us  in  ten  minutes  to  answer  the  charges 
that  are  made  all  round  us.  Now,  my  friends 
are  pressing  me  to  speak  in  favor  of  rescinding 
this  ten-minute  rule.  Mr.  Clerk,  lot  us  do  justice 
to  all  parties.  You  have  tried  voting  for  five 
weeks  without  effect.  Now  let  us  try  talking. 
[Great  laughter.]  Let  us  try  arguments,  and  see 
if  something  cannot  be  accomplished.  Give  us 
an  open  field  and  fair  fight.  I  trust  the  House 
will  repeal  the  ten-minute  resolution. 

Mr.  ALLEN  obtained  the  floor,  but  yielded  to 

Mr.  OLIVER,  of  New  York,  who  said;  I  now 
renew  tlie  motion  I  made  some  time  ago.  I  move 
that  when  this  House  adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet 
on  Friday,  at  ten  o'clock,  a.  m. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  1  demand  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  the  motion. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  ask  for  tellers 
upon  the  yeas  and  nays. 

•  Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Morgan 
and  Elliott  were  appoiiUed. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  51;  a  sufltcient  number. 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  decided  in  the 
negative — yeas  66,  nays  110;  as  follows: 

YEAS  —  Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barksdale,  Bocock, 
Branch,  Burneu,  John  P.  Cninplx;!!,  Lewis  D.  Campbell, 
Canrliers,  Cox,  Uavid»-on,  Henry  Winter  Davin,  Denver, 
De  Wilt,  Dowdell,  Edwards.  Elliott.  Etheridgc,  Eti?Uj«, 
EvanH,  Florence,  Henr>- M.  FulHr,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller, 
Greenwood,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Sampson  W.  Harri?, 
Thouiax  L.  Harris,  Harrison,  Havon,  Herbert,  HotTinan, 
Valentine  B.  Horton,  George  W.  Jone«,  Keitt,  Kennctt, 
Lake,  Lindley,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Samuel  «.  Marshall, 
McUueen,  Smith  Miller, Mill>ion,  Millward,  Moore,  Andrew 
Ohver,  Mordccai  Oliver,  Orr,  Paino,  Pennington,  Phelps, 
Porter,  Pringle,  Kicaud,  Savuije,  William  U.  Smith.  Sne«»d, 
Stewart,  Swopn,  Talbott,  Trippe,  Underwood,  Watkine, 
Wheeler,  Wintlow,  John  V.  \V right,  and  ZoUuroffer— G6. 

NAYS  —  Mes»f;rs.  Albright,  AllihOn,  Bank^i,  Barbour,- 
Henry  Bennett,  Benson, Bingham,  B<iwie,  Bren ton,  Brooks, 
BuOington,  Burlingame,  Cadwalader,  James  H.  Campbell, 
CarlUc,  Caskie,  Chafi*ee,  ClawKon,  Clingnian,  Howell  Cobb, 
Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Colfax,  Comins,  Cragin,  Culleu, 
Cumback,  Damrell,  Timothy  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  Diekson, 
Dodd,  Dtinn,  Edmundson,  Emrie,  English,  Flagler,  Gid- 
dings,  Gilbert,  Granger,  Grow,  Augustus  Hall,  Ilarlaii,  Hol- 
loway,  Thomas  R.  Horton,  Houston,  Howard,  J  cwett,  Kelly, 
KelHcy,  King,  Knapp,  Knight,  Knowkon,  Knox,  Leiter, 
Letcher,  Lumpkin,  Mattcson,  Maxwell,  McCarty,  Meaeh- 
ain,  Killiau  Miller.  Morgan, Morrill,  Mott,  Murrav,  Norton, 
Packer,  Pearcc,  Peck,  Pelton,  Petlit,  Pike,  ^urviance, 
Uuitman,  Keade,  Roberts,  Kuffin.  Rust,  Sabin.  Sage,  San- 
didge,  Sapp,  Sherman,  Spinner,  Stanton,  Siepliens,  Stran- 
ahan,  Tappan,  Taylor,  Thoringlon,  Thurston,  Todd,  Tnil- 
ton,  valk,  Wade,  Wakcman,  Walbridge,  Waldron,  War- 
ner, CadwaJad^r  C.  Washbume,  Ellilui  B.  Wa^bbume. 
Israel  Wadhbuni,  Watson,  Welch,  Wood,  Woodrufl, 
Woo<hvorth,  and  Daniel  B.  Wright— 110. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn  over  to  Fri- 
day. 

Pending  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  BURNETT  (when  his  name  was  called) 
said:  As  it  has  become  the  custom  for,gentlemen 
to  assign  rcajons  for  the  votes  they  g^ive,  I  desire, 
before  recording  my  vote  upon  this  motion,  to 
say  a  few  words  by  way  of  personal  explanation. 
There  has  been  no  man  upon  this  floor  more 
earnestly  desirous  for  the  oi^anization  of  this 
House,  and  for  the  transaction  of  the  public  bust- 
nest  the  country  demands  at  our  hands,  than  I 
have.  Up  to  this  time,  sir,  I  have  voted  with 
my  party,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  adopted 
in  eaucus,  that  the  Democrat!  of  the  House  would 


vote  a^inst  all  adjournments  until  n  Speaker  was 
elected.  1  will  state,  however,  that  I  waa  not 
present  at  the  caucus  which  adopu-d  that  res- 
olution; I  was  not  in  the  city  of  WashinErton  at 
the  time.  But  we  have  tested  fully  the  quesiioD 
whether  or  not  a  night  session  would  result  ia 
the  election  of  a  Speaker.  We  have  tried  the 
experiment  now  for  seventeen  hours.  The 
clerks  of  the  House  are  nearly  worn  out  wiik 
fatigue;  gentlemen  upon  this  floor  are  nearly 
worn  out;  i  myself  have  slept  but  little  for  the 
In.st  six  nightd.  But  nevertheless,  sir,  if  I  saw 
the  remotest  possibility  of  bringing  about  th? 
election  of  Speaktn-,  I  would  sit  in  my  seat,  aod 
votu  against  ail  adjournments  until  it  was  physi- 
cally mipossible  for  me  to  sit  longer.  1  askthe 
members  of  this  House,  I  ask  those  who  ha«c 
been  here  for  years,  whether  the  scenes  we  hare 
passed  through  during  the  past  night  are  such  as 
I  are  calculated  to  facilitate  the  orgauizatiun  of 
I  this  House? 

I      Now  I  desire  to  know  what  we  are  to  accom- 

I  plish  bv  sitting  here  longer  ?     I  ask  the  genliemet 

j  upon  the  other  side  of  the  House — of  the  Repub- 

'  lican  party,  I  ask  my  friends  of  the  same  pdrty, 

i  what  is  to  be  gained  by  keeping  men  in  their 

seats  here,  until   it  is  physically  impossible  for 

them  longer  to  attend  our  sessions?    Sir,  if  there 

is  one  gentleman  here  who  beUeves  that  there  is 

the  slightest  hope  of  electing  a  Speaker  by  r?- 

mainijig  longer,  let  him  proclaim^^t;  for  myself, 

I  can  see  none. 

One  gentleman,  in  alluding  to  the  scenes  we 
have  passed  tlirough,  told  us  that  the  House  was 
playing  a  comedy.  Sir,  we  have  been  acting  a 
farce,  not  a  comedy. 

I  say  again,  that  I  will  sit  here  as  long  aa  my 
vote  is  needed,  if  anythinff  can  be  accomplished 
by  it;  but,  in  my  humble  judgment,  u-e  have 
tested  the  question  thoroughly.  I  ask  members 
on  all  sides  of  the  House  what  they  expect  loac- 
comphsh  ?  And  if  we  can  accomplish  nothing, 
why  should  we  not  adjourn  ?  I  have  not,  since 
the  commencement  of  the  session,  been  in  the 
habit  of  voting  for  early  adjournments.  Up  to 
the  present  time,  I  have  voted  in'  almost  every 
instance  against  all  motions  to  adjourn.  But, 
unless  we  can  have  some  assurance  that  there  is 
some  prospect  of  securing  the  election  of  Speaker 
by  longer  continuance  in  this  course,  I  shall  fee! 
compelled,  worn  out  as  the  members  and  as  the 
clerks  are,  to  vote  in  favor  of  adjournments  in 
future,  r  appeal  to  the  generosity  of  gentlemen 
to  allow  the  adjournment  to  take  place.  Grentfe- 
men  are  now  asleep  in  their  seats^in  various  parts 
of  the  Hall.  I  shall  vote  in  favor  of  the  adjourn- 
ment. 

Mr.  BOWIE  took  the  floor. 

The  CLERK.  Debate  is  out  of  order,  unless 
when  a  gentleman  rises  ts  explain  as  his  nameii 
called;  thcgentleman's  name  has  been  passed. 

Mr.  BOWIE.  But  when  a  gentleman* raises  a 
question  of  order,  that  point  of  order  is  debatable. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  is  not  in  order. 
[Cries  of  "Order,  order I'H 

Mr.  BOWJE.    Who  calls  order  ? 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  submits  to  the  gen- 
tleman *s  generosity.  He  will  please  take  his  seat. 

Mr.  BOWIE.  I  take  my  seat,  although  I  dif- 
fer with  the  Clerk  in  regard  to  the  parliamentary 
law  bearing  on  the  question. 

Mr.  LINDLEY.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  do  not  wish  to 
make  an  explanation  of  my  vote.  If  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  under  its  new  leadership,  is  determ- 
ined to  starve  gentlemen,  and  to  render  them 
incapable  of  sitting  here  for,  and  to  compel,  the 
election  of  a  gentleman  fjrom  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Banks,!  so  far  as  I  am  concenied  they  can  suc^ 
ceed.  1  am  not  able  to  stay  here  any  longer.  I 
shall  vote  this  time  to  adjourn;  if  it  docs  d<a 
succeed,  I  shall  not  be  present  at  the  next  vote. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN.  Mr.  Clerk,  in  considera- 
tion of  the  reason  assigned  by  the  gentleman  froa 
Missouri,  I  will  change  my  vote,  and  vote  ia 
favor  of  the  adjournment. 

Mr.  PECK.  Mr.  Clerk,  before  votmg  I  de- 
sire to  say,  that  if  I  had  consulted  my  own  opin- 
ion, and  been  influenced  by  my  own  feelings  of 
propriety,  and  justice  to  myself  and  the  coun- 
try, I  would  on  several  previous  occasions  have 
voted  for  the  adjournment.  I  should  have  dona 
80,  because  the  scenes  enacted  here  to-ni^ht 
reflect  no  credit  on  Congress,  and  do  no  honor 
to  the  people  whom  we  represent.     But»  sir,  as 
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one  mei-nber  of  the  Democratic  parly,  1  assented 
to  tlie  proposition  made  in  tiie  caucus,  which 
has  bcf  n  referred  toTxa  a  last  cfibrt — as  tlie  only 
efTort  which  it  seemed  to  ua  we  could  make  to- 
wards establishing  the  fact  that  we,  too,  were 
anxious  to  organize  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  discharj^e  our  duty  to  the  country.  I 
looked  on  it  ns  the  last  resort,  and  therefore  it 
was  that  it  received  my  assent.  Bound  by  that 
caucus,  from  the  assent  which  my  presence  gave 
to  it,  1  have  felt  compelled  to  carry  out  the  reso- 
lution as  far  as  1  could,  and  erentlemen  will  par- 
don me  when  1  say*  tlmt  I  have  acted  under  a 
s^nse  of  personal  degradation  in  doing  so  amid 
the  scenes  of  last  night  and  this  morning.  I 
vote  no,  with  the  assurance  that,*  if  similar 
scenes  are  repeated,  1  shall  immediately  vote  for 
adjojmment. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  I  move  that  the  reading  of 
the  names  be  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  FLOREiyCE.    1  object. 

The  CLERK  declared  tlmt  the  House  refused 
to  adjouiti. 

The  CLERK.    The  Clerk  will  state  that  the 

auestion  now  recurs  on  the  resolution  of  the  gen- 
eroan  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Paine.] 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  move  that 
the  resolution  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  PAINE.  If  there  be  no  objection  I  will 
withdraw  that  resolution. 

Mr.  MORGAN.     I  object. 

The  CLERK.  Objection  has  b^en  made  to 
the  withdrawal  of  the  gentleman's  proposition  in 
regard  to  the  suspension  of  the  ten-minute  rule 
for  two  hours.  Ihe  Clerk  will  put  the  question 
of  withdrawal  to  the  House. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  leave  was  granted 
for  the  withdrawal  of  the  proposition. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr.  SNEED.  I  move  that  the  House  adjourn 
until  to-morrow  at  half  past  eleven  o'clock.  It 
is  now  six  o'clock,  a.  m.  We  have  been  in  ses- 
sion eighteen  hours.  I  presume  that  all  must  now 
he  satisfied  that  nothing  is  to  be  gained  by  test- 
ins  members'  physical  endurance. 

Mr.  CARLILE.  The  motion  to  adjourn  is 
not  debatable,  and  I  insist  on  gentlemen  observ- 
ing the  rules  of  order. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  that  the  mo- 
tion to  adjourn,  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  SNEED.    Why.? 

The  CLERK.  Inasmuch  as  it  is  a  motion  for 
an  adjournment  to  an  unusual  hour.  Twelve 
o'clock  m.  is  the  hour  fixed  by  the  order  of  the 
House.  A  similar  proposition  was  decided  tlic 
other  day  to  be  out  of  order. 

Mr.  SNEED.     I  am  always  out  of  order. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  regrets  that  he  can- 
not agree  with  the  gentleman;  he  tries  at  all 
limes  to  do  his  duty. 

Mr.  MILLER,  of  Indiana.  I  move  that  the 
House  do  now  adjourn. 

Air.  SNEED.  What  is  the  use  of  adjourn- 
ing^? We  must  come  back  here  again  in  a  few 
hours. 

Mr.  PAINE.  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
tho  motion  to  adjourn. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Paine  and 
Morgan  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  House  re- 
fused to  adjourn;  the  tellers  having  reported — 
ayes  30,  noes  77. 

Mr.  PAINE.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  now  offer  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Ref^lved,  That  until  Saturday  next,  at  eleven  o'clock  p. 
m.,  no  motion  to  tuljoum,  or  to  take  a  recess,  Bhall  l>e  in 
omcr  iialcd«  a  Speaker  attoJI  be  elected  before  that  tinie. 

I  wish  to  say,  sir,  and  the  record  will  bear  me 
out  in  the  assertion,  that  I  have  been  willing  to 
adjourn  this  House  ever  since  five  o'clock  yes- 
terday. 1  knew,  Mr.  Clerk,  that  there  were 
others  besides  the  members  of  this  House  who 
were  fali2:ucd  by  this  farce  that  has  been  enacted 
herr».  Gentlemen  have  characterized  it  as  a 
farce. 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
The  gentleman's  remarks  are  not  pertinent  to  the 
question  before  the  Wouse. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  would  say  to  the 
fCentleman  from  New  York,  that  he  has  not  at  any 
lime  attempted  to  limit  debate. 

Mr.  SAGE.    Well,  1  request  him  to  do  so 


gentlman 


now.  It  is  very  evident  that  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  is  only  attempting  to  consume  the 
time  of  the  House. 

The  CI*ERK.  The  Clerk  must  decline  to  do 
it. 

Mr.  BARKSDALE  addressed  the  Clerk. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Missis- 
sippi will  allow  the  Clerk  to  state  the  question  of 
order.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  raised 
the  point  of  order  that  the  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
man from  North  CaroUna  were  not  pertinent  to 
the  pending  question.  The^  Clerk  declined  to 
say  whether  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
should  confine  himself  to  the  particular  subject 
before  the  House  or  not.  The  gentleman  from 
New  York  insists  that  the  House  shall  decide 
tlmt  question,  and  the  Clerk  will  now  put  the 
question  to  the  House,  whether  tlie 
from  North  Caiolina  is  in  order  ? 

Mr.  SAGE.  At  the  request,  of  friends,  I  will 
withdraw  the  point  of  order. 

Mr.  PAINE.  And  now  I  want  to  know 
whether  the  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr.  Wash- 
burk]  withdraws  his  point  of  order? 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  Of  course  mine  falls  with 
that  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York. 

Mr.  PAINE.  And  now,  for  the  sake  of  teach- 
ing gendemen  here  a  lesson,  1  wish  to  tell  them, 
that  when  the  presiding  otficer,  or  he  to  whom 
the  House  has  delegated  the  authority — I  mean 
the  Clerk — decides  that  I  am  put  of  order,  I  will 
sit  upon  the  floor  if  he  asks  mc  to  do  it,  and  I 
will  stand  at  his  right  hand  to  enforce  the  rules 
of  order  in  this  House,  against  one  or  all  of  the 
members  of  the  House.  I  hope  gentlemen  will 
understand  me.  When  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Sage]  raised  his  point  of  order,  he 
imputed  to  me  what  I  was  not  guilty  of,  to  wit: 
that  I,  forsooth,  was  coirsuming  the  time  of  tlie 
House.  [A  Voice.  It  referred  to  the  course 
of  policy  you  were  pursuing.]  Well,  it  is  a  dis- 
tinction without  a  ditference.  I  have  served  in  a 
legislative  capacity— not  perhaps  in  so  high  a 
sphere  as  this^ — for  the  period  of  ten  years,  and 
there  I  learned  that  a  gentleman  has  no  right  to 
impute  motives  to  any  man  who  rises  to  address 
a  legislative  body,  and  I  apprehend  that  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  is 
as  conservative  as  any- legislative  body  in  the 
United  States. 

But  that  is  not  all,  Mr.  Clerk.  The  gentleman 
froip  Maine  [Mr.  Washburn]  got  up  and  lectured 
me,  saying  1  had  consumed  more  time  than  any 
other  member  in  this  House. 

Mr.  W  ASHBURN.    Not  at  all. 

Mr.  PAINE.    You  did  it. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  Will  the  genUeman  yield 
to  mc  for  the  purpose  of  making  an  explanation? 

Mr.  PAINE.  I  do  not  care  for  explanations. 
I  am  telling  the  truth,  and  1  do  not  want  any 
apology  from  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  do  not  want  to  make 
an  apology.  I  have  none  to  make.  I  only  wish 
to  explain  what  I  said,  as  the  gentleman  seems 
to  have  misunderstood- 
Mr.  PAINE.  I  am  ri^ht,  and  I  do  not  mean 
to  raise  any  disturbance  in  this  House.  I  say 
I  will  stand,  Mr.  Clerk,  by  your  right  hand 
in  preserving  order,  though  not  another  man 
should  stand  by  you.  I  shall  protect  myself 
from  insult  here,  whatever  I  may  ao  out  of  doors. 
That  is  certain,  and  I  owe  it  to  my  constituents, 
and  to  my  country,  and  I  shall  protect  myself. 
Very  well,  so  far  from  consuming  the  time  of 
this  House,  I  have  acted  in  good  faith  in  all  I 
have  done. 

I  have  told  you  that,  since  five  o'clock  yester- 
day evening,  I  have  voted  for  it,  whenever  a 
(question  has  been  taken  upon  a  motion  to  ad- 
journ, and  I  was  going  on  to  give  the  reason 
for  it.  I  did  so  because  I  believed  it  was  due, 
not  to  the  gentlemen  who  had  resolved  to  sit  here 
until  a  Speaker  should  be  elected,  but  to  you, 
'Mr.  Clerk,  and  gentlemen  sitting  at  your  desk, 
waiting  upon  us  in  this  Hall;  aiiil  I  voted  for  it 
for  the  reason  that  I  knew  no  good  could  result 
from  this  thina:.  I  said,  sir,  when  I  before  of- 
fered a  resolution  somewhat  similar  to  this  one, 
that  I  offered  it  in  good  faith.  I  did  so.  What 
is  the  use  of  all  these  motions  to  adjourn }  If 
you  mean  to  sit  here  until  a  Spr^aker  is  elected, 
let  us  sit  until  the  laws  of  God  forbid  us  to  work, 
and  that  is  until  the  Sabbath  day.  I  have  no  ob- 
jection to  work  until  daylight  Sunday  morning, 


but  some  men  think  Sunday  commences  at  twelve 
o  'clock  Saturday  night,  and  for  that  reason  I  put 
the  time  at  that  hour. 

But  I  merely  rose  for  the  purpose  of  correcting 
those  gentlemen  about  this  thing.  I  do  not  want 
to  consume  the  time  of  the  House. 

Mr.  WALBRIDGE.  I  move  to  lay  the  reso- 
lution of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.    Let  it  be  read. 

The  resolution  was  again  read. 

The  question  was  talcen  upon  the  motion,  and 
it  was  decided  in  the  afiirmative. 

So  the  resolution  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

TEN-MINUTE  RULE. 

Mr.  CARUTHERS.  I  move  to  rescind  the 
rule  limiting  debate  to  ten  minutes.  I  move  to 
rescind  this  rule,  with  the  simple  object  in  view, 
of  making  an  appeal  tp  iBoth  sides  of  the  House. 
[A  Voice.  Three  sides.]  Well,  three  sides,  or 
four  sides.  We  have  been  here  upon  a  trial  of 
physical  endurance  for  eighteen  hours  andahalf. 
The  voice  in  which  I  now  address  you  shows 
that  I  am  pretty  much  exhausted,  and  I  do  hope 
others  are  as  much  exhausted  as  I  am.  [Laugn- 
ter.]  If  not,  I  congratulate  them  upon  th«?ir 
powers  of  physical  endurance.  The  point  is  this: 
it  is  unworthy  of  me,  unworthy  of  you,  unwor- 
thy of  tlie  American  Congress,  that  we  should 
come  here  and  test  great  principles  upon  the  point 
of  physical  endurance.  Perhaps  no  man's  con- 
stituents, when  they  voted  for  him  at  the  polls, 
took  into  consideration  the  fact  whether  he  could 
stand  eighteen  hours,  or  twenty-four  hours,  or 
whether  he  could  stand  forty-eignt  hours,  of  such 
confinement  and  labor  as  this.  If  not,  then  it  is 
a  cheat  and  fraud  upon  his  constituents  to  com- 
pel him  to  remain  here  as  we  have  done.  T*o 
compel  us  to  remain  here  to  make  a  solution  of 
tliis  question  of  speakership  by  the  infiuences 
bearing  upon  us^isa  fraud  upon  our  constituents. 

I  moved  to  rescind  the  rule,  in  order  that  I  might 
express  the  indignation  and  contempt  I  feel  for 
such  a  course.  We  are  to  be  kept  here  without 
sleep,  without  food,  until  we  agree,  like  a  jury 
upon  a  verdict,  in  regard  to  the  speakership.  Sir, 
we  will  not  do  it.  I  hold,  when  a  man  is  elected 
Speaker  of  this  House,  he  should  be  elected  upon 
a  calm,  deliberate,  well-considered  verdict  of  this 
House;  and  an  effort  to  force  it  by  absentees  is 
doing  injustice  and  wrong  to  those  men  who 
happen  to  be  absent;  and  no  man,  with  a  proper 
sense  of  honor  and  proper  self  respect,  would 
accept  the  speakership  when  gained  by  the  absence 
of  members. 

I  should  denounce  and  detest  that  man  who 
should  come  into  that  chair  and  occupy  its  dig- 
nified position  in  consequence  of  the  accidental 
absence  of  members,  when  that  absence  was 
occasioned  probably  by  sickness,  or  physical  ex- 
haustion, or  disability.  He  would  be  a  false  and 
recreant  man,  and  unworthy  the  high  dignity  and 
honors  of  tlic  speakership.  These  are  my  views; 
and,  in  conclusion,  i  appeal  to  my  friends  of  the 
Democratic  party,  ana  to  my  friends  of  other 
parties,  if  these  views  are  not  right?  If  they  are 
right,  then  I  call  on  the  men  of  all  parties  to  join 
me  in  support  of  the  motion  which  I  now  make , 
which  is,  that  this  House  do  now  (twenty-five 
minutes  past  si^,  a.  m.)  adjourn  till  twelve 
o'clock. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  Can  the  gentleihan  from  Mis- 
souri [Mr.  Caruthers]  make  two  successive 
motions  without  leaving  the  floor? 

The  CLERK.  The  motion  to  adjourn  is  in 
order. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  was  decided  in 
the  negative. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  Mr.  Caruth- 
ers'&  motion  to  rescind  the  ten-minute  rule. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  submit  the  proposition, 
Mr.  Clerk,  that  the  House  take  a  recess  until  nine 
o'clock,  so  OS  to  allow  members  an  opportunity 
to  get  their  breakfast.  I  am  perfectly  wiUing  to 
come  and  sit  here  hourafler  hour,  in  the  endeavor 
to  organize  the  House.  [Several  gentlemen  hero 
made  suggestions  to  Mr.  Letcher.]  I  do  not 
ask  any  gentleman 's  sympathy  at  all.  I  have  not 
the  slightest  occasion  for  the  sympathy  of  any 
one.  My  course  is  regulated  by  my  own  con- 
sciousness of  right,  and  not  by  motives  of  syn^^a- 
thyor  any  other  considerations  which  gentlemen 
may  entertain  in  regard  to  it,    I  have  presented 
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thU  motion,  and  will  proceed  to  give  some  of  the 
rrasons  which  induce  me  to  maKe  it.  It  ia  per- 
fectly manif(>««t  here  now,  to  the  House 

The  CLERK,  (interrupting.)  The  gentleman 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  LctchbrJ  will  recollect  that 
there  is  a  proposition  pending  to  rescind  the  ten- 
minute  rule. 

Mr.  WINSLOW.  I  move  to  lay  that  propo- 
sition on  the  table. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  It  is  perfectly  manifest,  sir, 
from  what  has  already  occurred,  that  gentlemen 
are  not  in  the  best  temper  all  over  this  House:  the 
natural  result  of  want  of  sleep  and  of  hunger. 
Under  these  circumstances  I  propose  this:  that 
if  wc  cannot  get  sleep,  we  niay,  at  least,  get  our 
breakfast.  I  propose  tliat  the  House  take  a  recess 
until  nine  o'clock. 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  only  desire  to  say  a  few  words 
in  reply  to  the  gentlentm  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
LcTCHER,]  and  also  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri,  [Mr.  Caruthebs.]  I  thiq^  that  the 
gentleman  from  Missouri,  for  whom  I  feel  the 
highest  respect,  has  done  great  injustice — no 
doubt  unintentionally — to  some  of  the  gentlemen 
who  served  with  him  in  last  Congress,  when  he 
alludes  to  this  continuous  session,  and  to  the 
wrongs  done  to  gentlemen.  He  should  recollect 
that  in  the  last  Congress,  he,  amongothers  of  his 
associates,  kept  the  minority  in  the  Thirty -Third 
Congress  in  session  for  thirty -six  hours. 

Mr.  CARUTHERS.  I  desire  simply  to  state, 
that  at  the  time  of  the  thirty-six  hours'  session,  to 
which  the  gentleman  from  New  York  has  alluded, 
I  happened  to  be  absent  in  Missouri,  and  had  no 
connection  with  the  matter.  If  I  had  been  here, 
I  would  have  had. 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  want  to  say  further,  that  no 
important  bill,  where  there  is  great  diversity  of 
opmion,  is  ever  carried,  in  either  end  of  the  Cap- 
itol, or  in  any  other  body,  without  long  and  con- 
tinuous sessions. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  that  all  this 
debate  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  have  to  say  one  word  further. 
I  wish  to  say  that  we. were  invited  here,'and  have 
accepted  the  invitation,  to  sit  in  continuous  session 
till  a  Speaker  be  elected;  and  we  do  not  desire  to 
decUnc  that  invitation  now. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Well,  I  withdraw  the  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  CARUTHERS.  I  rise  to  speak  to  a  mat- 
ter of  personal  privilege. 

The  CLERK,  (interrupting.)  There  is  a  prop- 
osition now  pending  before  the  House. 

Mr.  COLFAX.     What  proposition? 

The  CLERK.  The  proposition  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Alissouri  [Mr.  Carutuers]  to  rescind 
the  ton-minute  rule. 

Mr,  WINSLOW.  I  move  to  lay  that  proposi- 
tion on  the  table. 

Mr.  CARUTHERS.    I  withdraw  it. 

AMENDMENT  OF    RULES. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  I  now  desire  to  make  a  propo- 
sition. As  my  friend  from  New  York  [Mr..SACE] 
woll  observed,  we  came  here  by  invitation. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  I  nsk  the  gentleman 
who  invited  you  ? 

Mr.  COLFAX.  We  were  invited  by  a  res- 
olution of  the  Democratic  caucus,  published  in 
the  Washington  Union,  declaring  that  tlie  Demo- 
cratic party  would  not  vote  for  an  adjournment 
until  a  Speaker  should  be  elected. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  What  is  the  question,  Mr. 
Chrk  ? 

M  r.  COLFAX.    I  am  about  ofTcringit.    I  will 

read  the  resolution  first: 

Rewlved,  TImt  until  Saturday  at  eleven  o'clock,  p.  in., 
no  motion  to  Adjourn  or  to  take  n  rece«,  and  no  debate  nor 
porsonal  explanation,  sUall  Im)  in  ordei  uor  cniertain<Ml  by 
the  rierk,  while  tlic  House  in  voting  for  Speaker,  unlct'S  a 
t^posiker  be  elrcied  previously  to  that  time ;  and  thia  reno- 
lution  ghnU  prohibit  any  action  on  a  motion  to  rescind  the 
resolution  or  to  recoustidcr  its  adoptl<»n. 

This  is  a  resolution,  Mr.  CK-rk,  which  tics  the 
thing  up,  and  tests  the  sincerity  of  our  friends  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House.  In  the  resolution 
published  in  the  Washington  Union,  they  de- 
clared that  they  would  come  here  and  taxe  no 
adjournment  or  recess  until  a  Speaker  should  be 
elected.  We  meet  them  in  precisely  the  same 
spirit.  We  are  willing  to  remain  here  to  the 
inreshold  of  the  Sabbam  to  attain  this  object,  if 
it  can  be  attained. 

Mr.  LEITER.  I  would  like  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment to  tl>e  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 


Indiana,  [Mr.  Colfax. 1  It  is,  to  add,  at  the  end  || 
of  the  resolution,  thu.t  the  members  of  the  House  i 
shall  be  prohibited  from  corresponding  with  any 
person  not  a  member  of  the  House;  that  they 
shall  have  nothing  to  eat  or  dxink  except  bread 
and  water.  I  think  we  may  as  well  go  the 
whole  length;  and  I  go  for  members  being  kept 
within  the  Hull  by  the  Sergeant-ai- Arms  during 
the  whole  time. 

Mr.  MILL  WARD.  I  move  to  lay  the  res- 
olution and  amendment  on  the  table. 

Mr.  COLFAX,  fwithdraw  the  resolution,  out 
of  compassion  to  the  other  side  of  the  House, 
who  appear  to  be  so  rapidly  losing  their  attach- 
ment for  continuous  sessions. 

MOTION  TO  ADJOURN. 

Mr.  WINSLOW,  (at  fifteen  minutes  past  seven 
o'clock,  a.  m.)  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn  till  twelve  o'clock  on  Friday. 

Tellers  were  called  for  and  ordered ;  and  Messrs. 
Trippe  and  Morga}^  were  appointed. 

The  House  was  divided;  and  the  tellers  report- 
ed— ayes  60,  noes  78. 

^  So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn  till  Friday. 
*Mr.   WINSLOW.    I  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  72,  nays  105;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Darksdale,  Boycc.  Brunch, 
Drook.«,  Burnett, Cadwatadcr,  John  P.  Campbell,  Lewis  D. 
Campbell,  Caruthcrs,  Catikie,  Clin^man.  Cox,  Davidson, 
Henry  Winter  Davis,  Denver,  Dowdell,  Durfee,  Edwards, 
Elliott,  Ethcridfte,  Eustiit,  Fioroiice,  llenrv  M.  Fuller, 
Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Greenwood,  Auguritus  Hall,  J.  Mor- 
rison Hnrris,  Sampson  W.  Harrif,  Thomas  L.  Harris,  Har- 
rison, Haven,  Herbert,  Hoffman,  Valentine  B.  Horton, 
Oeorf^  VV.  Jou<m,  Keitt,  Kennett,  Lake,  Lumpkin,  Hum- 

Shrey  Marshall,  Samuel  S.  Mari^hall,  Maxwell,  McUuccu, 
mitJi  Miller,  Million,  Millward,  Moore,  Andrew  Oliver, 
Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Paine,  Penninjjton,  Phelps,  Porter, 
Powell,  Princle,  Ricand,  SavaiEP,  William  R.  Smith,  Sneed, 
Stewart,  Bwope,  Talbott,  Taylor,  Trippe,  Underwood, 
Walk  ins,  Wheeler,  W^inslow,  John  V.  Wright,  and  ZoUi- 
coffer— 72. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Albrfjjht,  Allison,  Banks,  Barbour,  Hen- 
xy  Bennett,  Benson,  Bingham,  Boeock,  Bowie,  Brenton, 
Buffiii{tton,  Burhngame,  Jainet*  H.  Campbell,  Carlile.Cliar- 
fee,  Clawrion,  Howell  Cobb,  William.son  R.  VV.  Cobb,  Col- 
fax, Cominrs,  Cragin,  CulL-n,  Cujnbaek,  Damrell,  Timothy 
Davii»,  Day,  Dean,  De  Witt,  Dickson,  Dodd,  Dunn,  Ed- 
mundiion,  Emrio,  EInglisb,  Giddinipt,  Gilbert,  Granirer, 
Grow,  Harlan,  Ilolloway,  Thomaif  R.  Horton,  Houston, 
Howard,  Hu^hston,  Jewett,  Kelly,  Kel^ey,  King,  Kuapp, 
Knight,  Knowlton,  Knox,  Leiter,  Letcher,  Matteson,  Mc- 
carty, Meaeham,  Kilhan  Miller,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Mott, 
Murray,  Nichols,  Norton,  Packer,  Pearce,  Peck,  Pelton, 
Pettit,  Pike,  Purviance,  Uuitman,  Reade,  Rivers,  Roberts, 
RulBn,  Sabin,  Sage,  Sandidge,  Snpp,  Scott,  Sherman,  Spin- 
ner, Stanton,  Stephens,  Straunhan,  Tappan,  Thorinston, 
Thurston,  Todd,  Trafton,  Valk.  Wade,  Wakeman,  Wal- 
bndge,  VValdron,  Warner,  (/adwalader  C.  Washbume, 
EUihu  B.  Washbume,  Israel  Washburn,  Watson,  Welch, 
Wood,  WoodruflT,  and  Woodwonh— 105. 

So  the  House  again  refused  to  adjourn. 

Pending  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  FLORENCE  (when  his  name  was  called) 
said :    I  am  impelled,  by  what  I  deem  to  be  a  sense  ' 
of  duty,  to  say  a  word  just  at  this  point  in  the 
calling  of  the  roll.     I  have  voted  consistently  with 
the  resolution  of  the  caucus  of  the  Democratic 

farty,  from  first  to  last,  against  all  adjournments, 
was  not  present  at  the  caucus  which  adopted 
that  resolution,  but  I  nevertheless  considered  it 
to  be  my  duty  to  vote  to  prolong  the  session  as 
far  as  I  considered  the  organization  of  the  House 
to  be  practicable.  I  felt  bound  by  a  sense  of  duty 
to  carry  cMi  'the  action  of  the  caucus  thus  far, 
and  no  further. 

Mr.  CULLEN.  Then  you  should  have  said 
so  in  the  resolution.     , 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  say  so  now;  and,  sir, 
having  witnessed  the  scenes  that  have  taken  place 
during  the  i)ast  night,  I  cannot  allow  the  occasion 
to  pass  without  expressing  the  strong  reprobation 
I  feel  of  what  has  occurred.  During  the  short 
time  I  have  had  th^  honor  of  a  seat  upon  this 
floor,  I  have  witnessed  several  protracted  sessions 
of  the  House;  but  never  in  my  life  have  I  wit- 
nessed, what  I  conceive  to  be,  the  tyranny  of  the 
majority  attempted  to  be  exercised  so  unscrupu- 
lously and  to  such  an  extent  as  now.  What  a 
spectacle  has  this  body  presented  to  the  people  of 
the  United  States !  Crentlcmen  have  attempted,  j 
by  virtue  of  the  power  they  supposed  they  ex-  j 
ercised,  to  arraign  the  motives  that  prompted  < 
men  on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  eitiier  in  the  i 
expression  of  their  opinions  or  in  the  resolutions  I 
that  they  considered  it  to  be  their  privilege  and  j 
their  duty  to. present  to  the  House.    Under  these  | 


circumstances,  having  thus  briefly  explained  t])« 
position  I  occupy,  I  shall  feel  myself  compelled 
to  vote  ay. 

Mr.  BARKSDALE.  Mr.  Clerk,  it  strikes  tne 
that  the  last  several  votes  token  in  this  Houjie 
have  evinced  the  fact  that  it  is  utterly  usi-P*^ 
longer  to  protract  this  session.  Owing  to  iii- 
disposition,  I  was  not  present  at  the  Democraiir 
caucus  which  passed  tlie  resolution  so  oflen  re- 
ferred to  during  this  session,  tliat  they  woold 
vote  a^inst  all  adjournments  until  a  Speaker  wu 
electea.  If  I  had  been  there,  I  should  have  votf^ 
against  the  adoption  of  the  resolution.  In  accox^- 
ance,  however,  with  the  purpose  expressed  by- 
it,  I  have  thus  far  voted  with  the  Democnittc 
party  against  all  motions  to  adjourn  up  to  this 
time.  But,  sir,  I  feel  it  now  to  be  my  duty  Uk 
vote  for  the  motion  to  adjourn.  For  one,  i  un 
not  willing  to  risk  the  rights  and  interests  of  mj 
constituents  here,  upon  so  grave  and  importaiii 
a  matter  as  is  the  election  of  a  presiding  oficrr 
of  this  House,  upon  my  power  of  physical  en- 
durance. I  admit  that  I  am  well-nign  exhausted ; 
and  I  advertise  my  political  friends  now  thai  I 
shall,  from  this  time  on,  vote  for  motions  to  ad- 
journ.    I  vote  ay. 

Mr.  CADWALADER.  Before  casting  my 
vote  upon  the  motion  to  adioum,  I  wHl  say  to 
the  House  that  I  have  arrived  at  the  same  con- 
clusion, in  respect  to  the  course  to  be  parsned, 
with  the  honorable  gentleman  who  has  ju3i 
taken  his  seat,  though  not  for  the  same  reason. 
I  shall  vote  for  the  motion  to  adjourn,  not  from 
a  want  of  confidence  in  my  powers  of  phystcaJ 
endurance,  but  because  I  think  the  expenm«tit 
has  been  fully  tried..  The  resolution  has  U.-f-j 
carried  out  so, far  as  to  show  that  no  probabk 
good  can  result  from  it.  I  vote  ay  upon  the  mo- 
tion to  adjourn. 

Mr.  ALLISON.  Mr.  Clerk,  before  castin? 
my  vote,  I  will  state  to  the  House  that  I  was 
wilhng  to  meet  our  Democratic  friends  upqp  th^ 
other  side  of  the  House,  who  threw  down  the 
gauntlet  to  us  by  tlieir  resolution  to  remain  to 
session  until  a  Speaker  was  elected.  But,  sir,  1 
have  been  satisfied  for  sometime  that  the  experi- 
ment would  prove  a  failure,  and  I  am  satisfied  to 
vote  with  those  who  are  in  favor  of  an  adjoum- 
ment  over  until  Friday.  I  believe  it  is  m  the 
power  of  our  Democratic  friends  to  enable  us  id 
elect  a  Sneaker  whenever  it  is  their  pleasure  that 
we  should  elect.  I  believed  that  it  was  their  in- 
tention to  give  us  the  power  to  go  on  and  organ- 
ize the  House;  but  it  seems  tliat  they  are  not 
now  so  disposed.  I,  however, propose  to  do  wfaj: 
the  gentleman  fVom  Mississippi  [Mr.  Baris- 
dale]  just  told  the  House  he  had  been  doin*: 
that  is,  follow  the  lead  of  his  party.  I  propose, 
now,  to  vote  with  the  party  with  which  I  am  in 
tlie  habit  of  acting.     I  vote  no. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  I  desire  to  say  a  sinir^ 
word  in  explanation  of  my  course  during^  thi^* 
night  session,  and  in  explanation  of  the  course  I 
now  intend  to  pursue.  I  was  not  present  at  the 
caucus  which  adopted  the  resolution  to  xoxe 
against  adjournments  until  a  Speaker  was  elected ; 
but,  like  the  eentleman  from  Mississippi,  [Mr. 
Barksdale,]  I  have  generally  voted  agaiost  ad- 
journments. 1  was  wilUng  to  try  the  experimeni 
of  sitting  out  one  night,  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining whether  it  was  practicable  to  organize  the 
House.  But,  sir,  gentlemen  over  the  way  havp 
freouently  told  us  that  we  had  invited  thorn  to  act 
with  us  in  voting  against  tlie  adjournment  of  the 
House.  Sir,  the  Democratic  party  do  notinviti> 
any  other  party  to  act  with  them;  they  make 
no  coalitions.  They  simply  expressed  what  was 
their  purpose,  without  reference  to  the  action  of 
the  Repuolican  party,  or  any  other  party.  Tbev 
invite  nobody  to  act  with  them,  and^  least  of  alf, 
the  Republican  party.  They  say  that  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  invited  them  to  a  feast.  As  a  mem- 
ber of  that  party,  I  will  say  that,  holding  the  po- 
litical opinions  which  I  ao,  they  would  be  Lite 
last  persons  whom  I  would  invite  to  any  feast  in 
which  I  was  to  be  a  participant.     I  vote  ay. 

The  Clerk  then  declared  the  result  of  the  voti*. 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  move  that  the  House  now  pro- 
ceed to  vote  for  Speaker;  aiyi  on  that  motion  I 
call  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  move  that  the 
House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  PAINE.  1  demand  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
that  motion. 


1856. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


197 


The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  KEITT.    I  demand  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered-,  and  Messrs.  Wright 
of  Mississippi,  and  Watson  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  House  re- 
fused to  adjourn,  the  tellers  having  reported — ayes 
29,  noes  T2. 

ADJOURNMENT  TO  FRIDAY. 

Mr.  WINSLOW.  1  move  that  the  House 
adjourn  until  Friday,  at  twelve  o'clock,  m, 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  raise  a  point  of  order  oh  the 
motion. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  that  the  mo- 
tion is  in  ordor,  inasmuch  as  the  House  has 
transacted  business  since  a  similar  motion  was 
made  and  defeated. 

Mr.  SAGE.  The  yeas  and  nays  have  been 
demanded  on  my  motion. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  that  the 
ppnileman's  motion  is  out  of  order,  inasmuch  as 
there  is  an  existing  order  of  the  House  in  the 
verv  same  words. 

^r.  FLORENCE.  I  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina. 

The  CLERK.  The  yeas  and  nays  are  not 
ordered. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  demand  tellers  on  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Florence 
and  Pennington  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered,  the  tellers  having  reported — ayes 
37 — more  than  one  fifth  of  those  present. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to — yeas  98,  nayS  91;  as  follows: 

TEAS— Meii.ars.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay,  Barksdale.  Bowie, 
Boyce,  Branch,  Brooks,  Burnett,  Cadwaladcr,  John  P. 
Campbell,  Lewie  D.  Campbell,  Carlile,  Canitliers,  Ca«kie, 
Clinsman,  VVilUauison  R.  \V.  Cobb,  Cox,  CuUen,  Davidt$on, 
Henry  Winter  Davlg.  Day,  Denver,  Dowdell,  Durfce,  Ed- 
wards, EUiott,  EtlieriUge,  Eustis>,  Evans,  Florence,  Henry 
M.  FaJlej-,  Thomait  J.  D.  Fuller.  Giddings,  Greenwood, 
AufUtftUd  Hall,  J.  Morrii«on  Harris,  Sampison  W.  Harris, 
Thomas  L.  Harris,  Harrison,  Haven,  Herbert,  HolTnian, 
Valentine  B.  Horton,  Houston,  Jewett,  George  W.  Jones, 
Keitt,  Kennett,  Lake,  Letcher,  Lindley,  Lumpkin,  Hum- 
phrey Marshall,  Samuel  S.  Marshall,  IVIaxwell,  McQueen, 
emitti  Miller,  Millson,  Mi II ward,  Moore,  Nichols,  Andrew 
Oliver,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Packer,  Paine,  Peck,  Phelps, 
Porter,  Powell,  Pringle,  Quitmanf^eade.  Ricaud,  Richard- 
con,  RufRn,  Sandldge,  Savage,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William 
R.  Smith,  Sneed,  Stanton,  Stephens,  Stewiirt,  Swope,  Tal- 
batt,  Taylor, Trippe,  Underwood,  Valk,  Warner,  Watkins, 
Waifion,  Wheeler,  Winslow,  John  V.  Wright,  and^olli- 
cvflVr— 98. 

NAVS— Messrs.  Albright,  Allison,  Banks,  Barbour,  Hen- 
ry Bennett,  Benson,  Bingham,  Bocock,  Bradshaw,  Brea- 
tbo,  Buffiuflton,  Buriingame,  James  H.  Campbell,  ChaiTee, 
Olawson,  Howell  Cobb,  Colfax,  Comins,  Cragin,  Cum- 
back,  Damrell,  Timothy  Davis,  Dean,  De  Witt,  Dickson, 
Dodd,  Dunn,  Edmnnd.son,  Emrie,  English,  Flagler, Gilbert, 
Gnmger,  Grow,  Harian,  Hickman,  HoUoway,  Thomas  R. 
Horton,  Howard,  Hughston,  Kelly,  Kelsey,  King,  Knapp, 
Koijrhl,  Knowtton,  Knox,  Leiter,  Maneson,  McCarty, 
Meacbam,  Killian  Miller,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Mott,  Murray, 
Norton,  Pearce,  Pelion,  Pettit,  Pike,  Purviance,  Ritchie, 
Riveis,  Robbing,  Roberts,  Rust,  Sabin,  Sage^  Sapp,  Scott, 
Sherman.  Spinner,  Stranahan,  Tappan,  Thonngton,  Thurs- 
ton. Todd,  Trafton,Wade,  Wakeman,  \VaIbridge,Waldron, 
Cadwalader  C.  Wasbbnrne,  Ellihu  B.  Washbumc,  Israel 

Washburn,  Welch,  Wood,  Woodruff,  Woodworth,  and 
Daniel  B.  Wright— 91. 

So  the  House  agreed  to  adjourn  until  Friday, 
at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 

Pending  the  above  call,       • 

Mr.  RUFFIN  (when  his  name  was  called) 
said:  Mr.  Clerk,  personal  explanations  seem  to 
be  the  order  of  the  day,  and  1  now  ask  leave  to 
make  one  to  the  House.  I  desire  to  change  my 
vote  on  this  question;  I  have  uniformly  voted 
against  adjournment.  I  was  a  member  of  the 
Democratic  caucus,  and  I  was  opposed  to  the  re- 
solution which  was  adopted.  Aifter  it  was  adopt- 
ed, I  was  for  standing  by  it  in  good  faith.  Com- 
plaints had  been  made  that  the  Democratic  party 
adjourned  the  House  over  every  evenmg,  and 
would  not  permit  them  to  organize;  would  not 
give  the  Black  Republicans— I  call  parties  by 
what  I  understand  to  l)e  their  true  names — a  fair 
opportunity  to  organize  the  House;  and  for  that 
p  ason,  though  I  disapproved  of  ni^ht  sessions, 
1  have  voted  up  to  this  time  invariably  against 
adjournments,  to  see  what  they  would  do;  and  I 
am  now  satisfied  that  they  are  not  likely  to  organ- 
ize this  House.  They  have  given  votes  time  and 
a  vain.  Since  we  have  been  voting  for  a  Speaker, 
the  two  candidates  of  that  party,  Messrs.  Banks 
nnd  Penninotom,  received  votes  which,  if  con- 
ejlidatcdy  would  have  elected  a  man  of  their  party 


Speaker — a  man  who  stood  on  the  same  platform 
and  advocated  the  same  principles.  But  it  seems 
that  they  cannot  agree  among  themselves. 

Now,  sir,  80  far  as  I  am  concerned  personally 
I  am  not  disposed  to  stay  here  night  after  night, 
to  give  them  further  opportunity  of  settling  the 
matter  among  themselves.  Wc  have  stood  here 
eighteen  hours  and  upwards,  and  as  yet  they  have 
done  nothing.  The  responsibility  of  the  or^ni- 
zation  of  this  Houst?  lies  principally  on  the  friends 
of  Mr.  Banks  and  of  Mr.  Pennington.  When- 
ever they  have  a  mind  to  organize  the  House,  they 
can  do  so.  They  tell  us  fliat  they  were  invited 
to  stay  here  by  the  Democratic  caucus,  and  that 
the  Democratic  caucus  is  now  backing  down.  I 
disavow,  for  one,  having  invited  them;  I  have 
never  done  it;  the  Democratic  party  never  did 
it.  I  was  well  satisfied  what  these  night  sessions 
would  brine  about.  We  have  seen,  within  the 
last  twelve  hours,  scenes  that  would  disgrace  the 
wood-sawyer's  house  on  the  canal,  or  the  lowest 
tippling  shop  on  English  Hill.  We  have  seen 
them  in  the  Halls  of  Congress,  and  we  are  still 
asked  to  stay  here.  We  have  not  invited  them 
to  any  feast;  we  have  marked  out  a  course  for 
ourselves,  without  any  reference  to  the  Black  Re- 
publican narty;  and  I,  for  one,  will  say  that  I  never, 
never  will  meet  with  them  in  council  on  any  occa- 
sion, except  as  a  Representative  on  this  floor.  I 
will  have  no  understandings  with  them  in  any 
way. 

r  am  one  of  those  who  think  that,  probably, 
Uie  neglect  of  this  House  to  organize  has  been 
a  God-send  to  the  country.  If  wc  had  been  or- 
g^ized  on  the  principles  they  hold  here,  which 
war  on  the  interests  of  one  section  of  the  coun- 
try, and  on  rights  which  we  in  the  South  hold 
dear,  there  might  now  have  been  created  a  con- 
fusion thtougnout  the  country  far  greater  than 
any  we  have  seen.  My  section  of  country  has 
nothing  to  expect  from  this  Congress  or  its  le- 
gislation; and  it  is  a  matter  of  perfect  indiflfer- 
ence  with  me  whether  it  ever  is  organized.  The 
Government  can  get  along  without  it.    There  is 

eatriotism  enough  in  the  country  to  carry  on  the 
rovernment  until  the  4th  of  March,  1857,  with- 
out money,  after  th6  term  for  which  existing 
appropriations  have  been  made.  There  are  plenty 
who  will  hold  th^offices  of  Government  without 
money.  I,  for  one,  am  never  to  be  forced  into 
doing  anything  that  J  beUevc  to  be  wrong  by  any 
such  threats  as  these:  that  our  Government  will 
need  money;  that  it  cannot  ^et  along  without  it; 
that  members  will  need  their  per  diem;  and  that 
we  shall  have  to  vote  appropriations  for  ourselves. 
Now,  I  can  say,  for  my  own  part,  that  before  1 
will  violate  my  conscience — before  I  will  violate 
one  principle  that  I  believe  to  be  right — I  will  set 
here  until  the  4th  of  March,  1857,  and  pay  my 
own  expenses,  though  it  takes  every  cent  I  have 
in  the  world,  and  f  have  to  borrow  from  my 
friends  besides.     I  vote  ay. 

Mr.  SANDIDGE  (when  his  name  was  called) 
said :  I  hope  I  shall  be  allowed  the  privilege  of 
saying  half  a  dozen  words  in  explanation  of  the 
vote  which  I  desire  now  to  give.  I,  sir,  belong  to 
that  unfortunate  party  which,  it  is  said,  has  a 
majority  of  fifty  against  it  in  this  Hotise.  I  am 
one  of  the  Democrats  who  attended  the  caucus 
held  in  this  Hall  the  other  evening.  I  am  one 
of  those  who  agreed  to  the  resolution  which  has 
been  published,  and  up  to  this  time  I  have  voted 
against  every  proposition  to  adjourn.  But,  sir, 
when  my  friends  and  I  have  come  here  in  good 
faith  to  ao  what  we  could  in  every  proper  way  to 
effect  an  organization  of  this  House,  we  have  been 
I  told  by  gentlemen  opposed  to  us,  that  it  is  a  pre- 
concerted attempt  on  our  part  to  effect  an  organ- 
ization by  the  election  of  Mr.  Banks.  This  charge 
has  been  frequently  hurled  in  our  teeth  during 
this  night  session  by  gentlemen  belonging  to  the 
so-called  "American  party.  I,  sir,  agreed  to 
the  resolution  in  the  caucus,  in  the  hope  that  this 
majority  of  fifty  members  opposed  to  the  De- 
mocracy and  to  the  Democratic  Administration, 
might,  if  they  were  kept  here  eighteen  or  twenty 
hours,  either  fall  in  love  with  the  good  looks  of 
their  several  members,  or  come  togeUier  on  account 
of  their  political  affinities.  We  have  done  every 
thing  that  we  could  do  to  effect  an  organization, 
and  1  shall  from  this  time  forward  vote  for  every 
reasonable  proposition  to  adjourn.  I  think  the 
motion  now  made  is  a  reasonable  one,  and  I  vote 
I]  ay. 


,  Mr.  WINSLOW  (when  lys  name  wtis  called) 
said:  I,  too,  was  a  member  of  tlie  Democratic 
caucus,  and  I  agreed  to  ttie  resolution  that  that 
party  should  resist  all  motions  to  adjourn  until  a 
Speaker  was  elected.  I  came  here  determined  to  - 
carry  out  the  resolution  of  that  caucus  just  ho 
long  as  the  interests  of  the  party,  the  inleresta 
of^my  country,  nnd  the  dignity  of  the  House 
required  it;  and  with  a  determination  to  cease 
to  carry  out  that  resolution  just  so  soon  as  tho 
interests  of  my  party  and  of  my  country  required 
me  to  do  so.  That,  sir,  occurred  just  about  tho 
small  hours  of  the  morning,  and  since  that  time 
I  have  been  constantly  voting^  to  adjourn.  I  do 
not  by  any  means  regret  having  stayed  here  all 
last  night.  I  had  heard  much  of  these  nighy 
sessions  and  protracted  sessions,  and  I  wished 
to  see  one.  My  curiosity  is  now  satisfied,  and 
I  have  no  desire  to  see  another.  [Laughter.]  I 
vote  ay. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  of 'Mississippi,  (when  his 
name  was  called,)  said:  It  has  become  n  sort  .of 
practice  for  gentlemen  to  explain  the  reasons  why 
they  vote  either  this  way  or  that  way,  and  I  shall 
follow  that  practice  in  tHis  instance,  whether  from 
the  force  of  habit  or  from  an  inclination  to  explain 
my  views  I  will  not  pretend  to  say.  It  has  been 
asked  who  was  in  the  Democratic  caucus?  WTio 
favored  the  resolution  of  the  Democratic  party? 
Who  called  that  caucus  together?  What  were  its 
objects?  Well,  Mr.  Clerk,  I  would  say  that  I  was 
one  of  those  who  called  it  together,  not  to  dictate, 
not  to  exercise  a  controlling  influence,  but  to  be  a 
mere  spectator.  I  was  there.  I  did  not  favor  tlio 
proposition  to  test  our  powers  of  physical  endur- 
ance. I  was  not  here  when  this  session  com- 
menced; and  it  would  be  unjust  to^this  House  if 
I  did  not  say  that  I  felt  a  perfect  indifference  in 
reference  to  what  might  occur  when  this  House 
convened.  I  knew  its  elements;  I  knew  my  own 
duties  and  the  interests  of  my<ionstituents,  and  I 
knew  that  the  mongrel  group  that  would  be  as- 
sembled in  this  Hall,  looking  to  the  spoils  of 
oflice,  and  to  the  loaves  and  fishes,  more  than  to 
the  honor  of  their  country  and  the  perpetuity  of 
the  Union,  would  not  organize.  I  did  not,  there- 
fore, care  to  be  here.  But  I  am  here  now;  and 
if  I  believed  that  patriotism  rose  higher  than  the 
loaves  and  fishes — if  I  believed  that  you,  the  Rep- 
resentatives of  an  enlightened  and  free  people, 
worshiped  at  the  shrine  of  the  altar  of  freeaom 
moc^  tnan  at  the  low  shrine  of  the  loaves  and 
fishes,  I  would  propose  that  we  should  all  resign 
our  seats  and  gd  home  to  our  constituents  as 
unworthy  to  occupy  seats  in  the  Congress  of  tho 
land  of  our  fathers.  But  I  know  that  these  gen- 
tlemen would  hang  upon  the  flesh-pots  of  Egypt 
until  doomsday,  and,  like  the  pelican,  steal  back 
for  another  crumb.  [Laughter.]  It  is  needless, 
therefore,  to  make  such  a  proposition;  but  I  say, 
for  one,  that  I  would  stay  here  until  the  4th  of 
March,  1857,  rather  than  hand  over  the  powers 
of  this  Government  to  a  party  which  Iooks,  not 
to  the  supremacy  of  the  Constitution,  but  to  n 
higher  law.  I  should  scorn  to  affiliate  with  such 
aparty.  If  I  believed  that  in  any  of  the  elements 
or  this  House  there  were  the  materials  of  an 
organization,  I  would  not  speak  thus,  but  tho 
times  are  sadly  out  of  joint.  A  gentleman  declared 
during  the  past  evening  that  we  were  in  the  midst 
of  revolution.  Some  smiled,  and  some  laughed, 
and  some  seemed  to  scoff  at  tho  idea,  and  yet, 
sir,  nevertheless,  it  is  true.  When  in  the  history 
of  this  Government  has  this  House  ever  befor«5 
failed  to  elect  its  Speaker  according  to  the  man- 
ner prescribed  in  tlie  Constitution,  handed  down 
to  us  by  the  sires  of  the  Revolution?  Never! 
never! 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia.  Before  I  cast  my 
vote,  I  desire  to  say  that  I  was  a  member  of  tho 
Democratic  caucus  which  adopted  the  resolution 
to  which  reference  has  been  made,  and  I  not  onl^ 
voted  for  it,  but  was  a  warm  supporter  and  advo- 
cate of  it.  I  urged  it  upon  the  caucus  for  its 
adoption,  and  therefore  1  take  upon  myself  all 
the  responsibility  which  may  properly  attach  to 
one  standing  in  that  relation  to  the  action  of  thfs 
caucus.  I  believed  it  would  effect  an  election.  I 
trusted  that  one  night *s  session  would  have  ac- 
complished that  end;  but  I  am  now  satisfied,  by 
what  has  occurred  during  the  past  night,  that  tho 
object  desired  will"  not  be  attained  at  this  time,  or 
at  this  session  at  least,  and  I  therefore  now  yoto 
for  an  adjournment. 
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Mr.  LETCHER.  My  vote  will  depend  upoh 
the  answer  which  I  »hall  ^et  from  my  colored 
Rcpul)lican  brethren  upon  the  oilier  side  of  the 
^  House.  [Laughter.]  I  should  like  to  know 
fro!n  them  whether  there  is  any  prospect  of  an 
clectio*!  and  whether,  if  we  should  sit  liore  for 
twenty-^ur  hours,  we  should  have  an  organiza- 
tion ?  '[Voices,  Ther*^  is;  we  shall  have  an  dec- 
lion.]  I  have  heard  that  cry  for  the  last  four, 
five,  or  six  weeks.  The  New  York  Tribune  has 
made  a  regular  jiroclamation  of  it  each  morning 
during  that  time,  and  particularly  on  Monday 
mornings,  after  a  Sabbath  day's  preaching,  and 
now  the  chance  is  no  better  than  it  has  been  for 
five  weeks  past.  [A  Voice.  Itis  much  better.] 
Much  better !  Will  gentlemen  be  eood  enough 
to  tell  me  the  signs.  (A  Voice.  Give  us  a  call 
of  the  roll  and  you  will  see.]  We  have  called 
the  roll  from  yesterday  twelve  o'clock  up  to  this 
morning,  now  eight  o'clock,  and  so  fur  from 
electing  a  Speaker  we  are  further  off  from  it  than 
we  wore  ten  hours  ago.  [A  Voice.  We  have 
not  had  a  vote  in  three  hours.]  Every  vote  takes 
you  further  off.  The  signs  appear  not  to  be  very 
ftuspicious,  and  I  would  like  to  hear  from  any  one 
oftnemwhat  it  is  that  indicates  that  they  will 
now  make  an  election  ? 

Mr.  CUMBACK.  The  fact  that  you  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  have  not  permitted  us  to  ttike  a 
vote  for  the  last  three  hours.* 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Have  we  not  allowed  you 
to  call  the  roll?  As  I  can  get  no  satisfactory  in- 
formation aboutit,andaa.iam  to  judge  the  future 
by  the  past,  1  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  there  is 
no  eartnly  prospect  of  making  an  election  at  this 
time;  and  that  the  prospect  of  some  of  mv  colored 
Rcpubhcan  brethren  is  farbetterfor  the  Idngdom 
of  neaven  at  this  time,  than  it  is  for  the  election  of 
a  Speaker.     I  therefore  vote  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  EUSTIS.  I  vote  in  the  affirmative  because 
I  am  satisfied  that  nothing  short  of  the  plurality 
rule  will  elect  a  Speaker  of  this  House — and  i 
shall  vote  against  that  when  itcomes  up.  [Laugh- 
ter.] 

Mr.  ETHERIDGE.    I  desire  to  say  one  word. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  is  out  of  order, 
unless  he  has  not  yet  voted.  The  roll  shows  that 
the  gentleman  has  voted. 

Mr.  ETHERIDGE.  I  have  not  voted,  as  I 
was  sick  when  my  name  was  called,  and"  was  not 
present,  and  I  desire  to  say  a  word  before  I  record 
my  vote.  I  have  risen  for  the  purpose  of  casting 
ray  vote,  but  before  I  do  it  1  desire  to  say,  briefly, 
that  I  should  regard  myself  as  shameless  if  I  were 
to  charge  upon  the  Democratic  party  of  this  House 
the  sole  responsibility  of  the  want  of  an  organiza- 
tion. I  say  I  should  descend  lower  than  1  have 
yet  descended,  if  I  could,  after  witnessing  the 
scenes  of  the  past  night,  charge  upon  the  Demo- 
cratic partv  alone  the  fault  of  having  failed  to 
organize  this  House.  I  have  not  time  now  to 
characterize  properly  the  conduct  of  those  upon 
whom  1  will  hereafter  charge  the  failure.  Sir,  I 
must  tell  those  who  failed  to  organize  this  House, 
if  anything  could  demonstrate  that  they  ought 
never  to  organize  it,  the  events  of  the  last  night 
show  that  fact.  AVhen  more  than  one  hundred 
men  cannot  a^ee  upon  any  one  proposition,  not 
even  a  proposition  for  an  adjournment,  I  say  it  is 
unfair  and  improper  tocharge  upon  the  Democi-atic 
party  the  sole  failure  to  organize;  and  I  think  it 
18  exceedingly  fortunate  that  it  was  not  organized 
in  the  spirit  which  prevailed  last  night;  for  if  it 
is  organized  it  ought  to  do  something  in  the  way 
of  business,  and  the  country  would  expect  it  to 
do  so.  Those  who  have  had  the  power  have  failed 
for  five  weeks  to  do  it;  and  if  they  were  finally 
to  succeed, it  would  take  the  balance  of  the  session 
before  they  could  so  succeed  in  acting  together  as 
to  accomplish  any  business. 
•  Mr.  CARLILE.  As  the  Democrats  have  had 
the  physical  endurance  of  their  constitutions  test- 
ed ,  and  as  they  have  taken  down  tlieir  colore, 
and  hiivi;  suuK  their  caucus  resolution,  1  ask  i, 
leave  of  the  House  to  change  my  vote,  iu)d  to  ii 
vote  with  them  now  for  an  uujournmcnt.  | 

Mr.  aUiTMAN.  I  desii-e  to  say  a  word  bo-  ! 
fore  coming  to  an  announcement  of  the  vote.  I,  | 
like  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Cobs,]  !| 
am  one  ot  those  who  take  the  ivsponsiLiUty  of  'i 
having  been  one  of  those  wh<>advocated  the  res- 
olutioij  passed  by  the  Democratic  caucu.-i  a  few  !l 
niglils  yiiicc.  I  was  Hincoruly  desirous  of  bring-  j| 
ing  about  an  organization   of  tliis   House.     I  li 


advocated  the  adoption  of  this  test,  as  1  thought 
I  saw  in  it  one  of  the  means  of  bringing  about 
such  an  organization.  The  object  which  1  had 
in  view  was,  not  to  test  the  physical  endurance 
of  members,  but  to  test,  by  some  convenient 
method,  their  mental  endurance;  to  ascertain 
whether  a  majority  could  be  brought  together  by 
being  placed  under  some  stress,  and  be  induced 
to  operate  together  in  organizing  ^lis  House. 
We  have  made  an  experiment,  and  we  have 
made  it  fully  and  sufficiently.  It  has  been  de- 
monstrated to  us  that  we  are  at  a  dead  lock,  and 
that  there  is  not  the  slightest  probability  that 
any  result  can  arise  from  a  union  of  any  of  these 
parties.  If  1  could  see  any  other  mode  of  coming 
to  a  result  as  feasible  as  I  thought  this  one  to  b6 
at  the  time  I  advocated  it,  I  would  cheerfully 
pursue  it.  For  myself,  I  do  not  feel  the  least 
fiitigue,  and  this  is  but  the  commencement  of  such 
a  struggle  as  I  would  cheerfully  go  through,  if  I 
could  see  that  it  would  bring  about  the  i-*«sult 
that  was  intended  by  this.  The  Democratic 
party,  with  which  I  have  acted,  thought  their 
duty  to  the  country  required  that  they  should 
show  their  disposition  to  effect  an  organization 
of  this  House.  Thoy  have  shown  that  dispo- 
sition, and  they  have  tested  this  plan  suffi- 
ciently long  to  show  that  the  several  parties  of 
this  House  are  more  widely  separated  than  be- 
fore. I  am  content  with  the  experiment,  and  I 
shall  not  be  deterred  from  voting  for  an  adjourn- 
ment by  the  taunts  and  ridicule  of  members.  I 
desired  to  see  an  organization,  and  in  advocating 
the  i-esolution  in  the  Democratic  caucus  I  as- 
sumed no  more  responsibility  than  I  am  ready 
to  meet.  By  it  I  endeavored  to  bring  about  an 
organization  of  the  House.  I  believe  that  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  Opposition  to  elect  a  SfH>aker. 
We  have  given  them  every  possible  opportunity 
to  bring  up  a  majority  in  favor  of  s^mc  indi- 
vidual.. We  find,  then,  that  this  attempt  has 
failed.  Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  have  failed 
to  bring  up  a  majority  in  favor  of  any  indi- 
vidual 

The  name  reason  which  induced  me  to  take  the 
steps  which  I  have  already  taken  will  induce  me 
to  take  hereafter  still  furtner  steps  for  the  pur- 
pose of  forcing;  an  organization.  I  desire  to  re- 
cord my  vote  in  the  affirmative. 
•  Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  would  like, 
with  the  permission  of  the  House,  to  make  a  few 
remarks,  by  way  of  explanation,  and  which  will 
not  occupy  five  minuU  s.  1  wish  to  say,  Mr. 
Clerk,  that  the  party  with  which  it  has  be<;n  my 
pride  and  pleasure  to  act  have  always,  since  the 
commencement  of  this  session,  been  anxious— as 
I  tliink  they  have  shown  by  their  conduct,  as  1 
think  the  record  m-oves  incontestably — to  eflect 
an  organization.  They  have  taken  no  measures, 
they  have  done  nothing,  tending  directly  or  in- 
directly to  defeat  or  delay  an  orcjanization.  They 
have  in  five  several  instances,  I  believe,  proffered 
the  plurality  rule— a  rule  to  which  the  House  was 
obliged  to  resort  in  1849,  and  under  which  an  or- 
ganization was  effected  by  the  election  of  the  able 
and  distiiiguished  gentleman  from  Geoi^ia,  [Mr. 
Cobb.]  That  precedent  the  party  with  which  I 
have  acted  here  lias  offered  to  the  House  in  some 
five  or  six  instances. 

The  other  evening,  ^he  Democratic  party  in 
caucus^-as  we  were  informed  through  the  columns 
of  the  official  organ — proposed,  in  order  to  effect 
an  organization,  that  there  should  be  a  continuous 
session  until  that  result  should  be  attained.  We 
believed,  from  their  resolution,  that  they  had 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  that  was  a  proper 
and  legitimate  way  to  accomplish  this  most  de- 
sirable result.  Tney  so  said  to  us,  in  effect,  by 
the  language  of  their  resolution;  nay,  they  so  said 
to  oM-ry  member  of  this  House.  We  had  a  right 
to  believe  that  they  were  honest  and  sincere  in 
that  declaration  made  to  us.  We  said  to  them: 
'*  Gentlemen,  if  you  really  desire  that  there  shall 
be  an  organization  of  this  House  now,  after  this 
long  delay,  we  will  meet  you  frankly,  and  in 
i;ood  faith,  and  we,  on  our  part,  will  do  all  we 
can  to  aid  in  organizing  the  Iioiise  of  RepreHent- 
ativcs."  We  came  iiore  in  that  spirit,  Mr,  Clerk; 
and  I  ask  you  wliat  has  been  the  history  of  the 
last  twenty-four  hours?  Have  we  not,  on  this 
.side  of  tlie  House,  voted,  and  rL-fraiueji  uluiost 
entirely  from  doing  anyti>ing  else?  If  liieiv  Imve 
be:;n  dJ.sgr;;oeful  scenes  lure— ;i3  geiitiemen  say 
there  ha\c  been — I  Rsk  you,  d!d  we  puiticipote  in 


them.'  I  ask  you  who  made  the  speeches  that 
have  been  delivered  here  within  the  la.«*i  *=*i^h:*'ea 
liours.'  Have  not  gentlemen  of  the  Di>mnrniiic 
and  American  parties  consumed  in  sr«-ak*n^ 
nearly  all  the  time  that  we  have  ixj>fnd''d  siwc^ 
we  came  here  yesterday?  Why,  sir,  the  m' ru- 
bers cm  this  side  have  not  occupied,  in  all,  ihirtr 
minutes  of  the  twenty  hours  of  ilii.*<  H«*i«.sioii .  We 
have  been  here  voting  constantly,  and  not  talking. 
We  have  been  faithfully  endeavoring  to  carrj' 
out  the  object  for  which  we  were  invited  to  a 
continuous  session.  We  have  txru-d  upon  ih<^ 
idea  that,  if  **  sjwech  was  silvery,  jbilencc  m-aa 
golden." 

Now,  I  make  these  remarks  in  order  that  tb; 
country  may  understand  that  the  RepubJi-aid 
party,  or  the. friends  of  Mr.  Bakks — whether  of 
that  or  any  other  party — arc  not  responsiWe  tr^ 
the  failure  to  organize;  that  they  have  at  all  lim^^s^ 
and  on  all  occasions,  done  what  was  in  thfir 
power  to  effect  an  organization;  that  while  th*-T 
nave  been  taunted  and  reproached,  ^'hile  \h^y 
have  been  assailed  and  reviled, and  calkti  byevfrr 
name  of  opprobrium  which  gentlemen  could  U4.% 
they  have  seen  fit  to  bide  their  time.  They  ha« 
felt  that  they  could  afford  to  wait.  They  "kutw 
they  were  right.  They  know  that  they  were  tk: 
true  friends  of  the  Constitution  and  of  the  Union, 
and  that  thoy  would  be  vindicated  by  the  petmk. 
And  so  they  have  not  deemed  it  necessary  here 
to  do  more  than  to  execute  their  duty  in  the  tree 
way;  and  that  was  by  voting,  not  bv  Lalkiur. 

Jilr.  LINDLEY.  I  should  like,  l>efore  I  csji 
my  vote,  to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr. 
Washburn]  in  what  consisted  the  scejws  of  db- 
grace  to  which  he  alludes  as  having  occurred  h^tf 
within  the  last  twenty-four  hours?  In  Jusijcr  lo 
himself  as  a  member  of  this  body,  and  becaujc 
the  fact  has  been  alluded  to  so  frequently  withia 
the  last  t/?n  hours,  I  desire  him  to  state  what  h? 
has  reference  to.  I  have  seen  nothing  but  good 
humor  at  the  eccentricities  of  a  few  gentlemen  on 
this  floor.  I  should  thei*efore  like  that  the  g*»n- 
tleman  from  Medne  would  let  the  country  know 
what  disgraceful  scenes  are  those  to  which  » 
much  allusion  has  been  made.  It  is  due  to  Uie 
honor  of  this  body  that  he  should  state  now  what 
he  means. 

Mr.  W  ASHBUI^.  I  would  state  to  the  gi?B. 
tleman  [Mr.  Lindley]  that  I  made  no  rrterew^ 
to  him  orjto  any  other  member.  I  simply  spoke 
of  the  fact  that  gentlemen  who  had  spoken  here 
had  alluded  to  disgraceful  scenes  here  to-nicbL 
I  did  not  state  whether  these  scenes  were  tli^- 
graceful  or  not.  I  simply  alluded  to  the  fact  thai 
gentlemen  had  charged  that  disgraceful  Bcen^ 
had  transpired  here;  and,  if  they  had,  I  asked 
whether  the  Republicans  had  part  cipatedin  them, 
or  been  in  any  way  responsitle  for  them.  I  de- 
clared that  they  liad  not;  and  for  the  truth  ©f 
what  I  said,  I  appeal  to  gentlemen  and  I  appeal 
to  the  record. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  Before  I  record  my  vote,  Mr. 
Clerk,  1  wish  to  say  a  few  words.  We  have 
been  here,  sir,  twenty  hours.  It  has  been  a 
very  busy  session,  and  yet  less  than  four  hours 
have  been  occupied  in  callinff  the  roll  for  the 
election  of  a  Speaker.  Less  flian  four  ho\irs>  1 
say,  have  been  occupied  in  the  business  of  oreau- 
ization.  Now,  sir,  the  recoi-d  itself  will  show 
about  what  the  House  has  been  occupied  all  liie 
balance  of  the  time.  The  record  will  show  who 
they  were  that  made  the  motions  to  adjourn, afld 
who  voted  for  and  who  voted  against  an  adjourn- 
ment. I  simply  desire  to  say  that  those  wixh 
whom  I  have  acted  since  the  commencement  of 
the  session  have  acted  in  good  faith,  >vitha  vi«,'W 
to  promote  an  organization,  let  who  would  g**t 
the  benefit  of  it.  We  met  our  Deraocrutic 
brethren  in  ^ood  laith;  we  did  our  best  to  effect 
an  organization;  we  steadily  voted  against  ad- 
journments; made  no  motions  witli  a  view  to 
talce  up  time,  but  constantly  urged  the  calling  o( 
the  roll  and  the  proceeding  with  the  on^anizatioii 
of  the  House.  With  respect  to  scenes  of  di*- 
graco,  if  any  such  there  have  been — 1  make  no 
charges  of  that  kind;  but  allu.sions  lia\T  Keii 
made  lo  such  scenes — I  have  only  to  suy  that  1 
believe  nt^t  one  of  the  "colored  bivlhren '*— aA 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Lktchkr]  :j 
phiiscd  to  term  tlicm — has  done  a  tiiin"'  dutiii^ 
the  night  calculated  to  excite  even  a  sntile.  Vic 
huvi;  steadily  pursued  our  business.  As  to  wiu 
they  were  who  have  mado  these  motions  which 
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-jccupicd  the  House  sixteen  hours  out  of  the 
c\vcnly,  the  record  itself  shows,  and  1  need  not 
spt-ak, about  it. 

And  now,  sir,  1  wish  to  say  a  word  to  my  Dem- 
ocr:\tic  fricud.s  upon  the  other  side  of  the  House. 
I  desin^  to  give  ihcni  a  little  advice;  and  1  am  sure 
thr  V  will  take  it  kindly,  for  I  prolTer  it  in  no  other 
spirit  but  iliai  of  kindness.  Inasmuch  as  ques- 
tions of  rclii^^ion  have  been  more  or  less  mixed  up 
v.nih  the  discussions  during  tlie  past  night,  and 
inasmuch  as  there  seems  to  be  a  sort  of — I  do  not 
know  what  it  is — I  do  not  charge  any  direct  alli- 
ance, but  there  seems  to  be  at  least  a  sympathy, 
a  kindlyfeelini;,  existing  between  the  Democratic 

S arty  and  the  Catholic  church.  I  will  not  speak 
isrespectfully  either  of  the  church  or  ot  the 
party;  but  I  would  suggest,  in  all  kindness,  that 
a  confessor  bo  broughT  in  for  the  benefit  of  our 
Democratic  brethren;  that  they  procure  absolu- 
"lion  for  the  violation  of  their  caucus  obUgations, 
in  these  votes  to  adjourn;  and  then,  that  we  pro- 
crcd  to  shake  hands  and  part  with  mutual  good 
feelings. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  Mr.  Clerk,  before  I  vote  I 
have  one  word  of  explanation  tJiat  I  desire  to 
make  to  the  House.  In  relation  to  these  mani- 
festations of  unkind  feelings,!  do  not  participate 
in  them  in  any  degree  whatever.  I  think  this 
House  presents  to  the  country  and  to  the  world 
a  spectacle  of  moral  sublimity.  We  are  liere 
endeavoring  to  do  our  duty  to  ourselves  and  to 
the  country.  I  am  sorry  that  there  should  be 
nny  expression  of  unkind  feeling  or  dissatisfac- 
tion among  my  fellow-members.  Sir,  I  have  seen 
nothing  in  the  scenes  of  tlie  past  night  that  1  have 
to  regret.  I  rejoice  that  wc  have  at  last  come  to 
'  ilic  stand  which  wc  now  occupy.  I  am  glad  we 
have  continued  our  session  through  the  night. 
Sir,  the  people  of  the  country  ought  to  know  ex- 
actly what  has  transpired. 

So  far  as  the  conduct  of  my  fellow-members 
lias  been  concerned,  I  will  say  that  it  has  been 
quite  equal  to  my  expectations.  On  tliis  side  of 
tlie  House  we  have  seen  nothing  upon  the  part 
of  a  single  member  that  wc  can  have  cause  to 
regret;  and  so  far  as  our  friends  on  the  other 
aide  are  concerned,  let  me  say  that  they  have 
done  a  great  deal  better  than  I  expected.  [Laugh- 
ter.! 

Now,  sir,  I  cannot  see  that  we  are  likely  to 
bring  about  any  beneficial  result  by  protracting 
the  session  further,  and  I  sliall  therefore  change 
my  vote,  and  vote  to  adjourn. 

Air.  CULLEN.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  will  not  avail 
myself  of  this  late  hour  in  the  session  to  make 
the  personal  explanation  which  is  demanded  by 
some  charges  that  have  been  made  in  the  course 
of  this  debate,  somewhat  personal  to  myself. 
Finding  that  members  are  anxious  to  adjourn, 
and  that  nothing  further  is  likely  to  be  accom- 
plished, I  withdraw  my  vote,  and  vote  ay  upon 
the  motion  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  WATSON.  I  feel  called  upon,  from  the 
fact  that  I  see  no  possible  indication  of  any  result 
from  prolonging  this  session  further,  to  withdraw 
my  vote,  tuid  to  vote  in  the  ailirmativc. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  have  thus  far  voted  in  the 
negative  upon  all  motions  to  adjourn.  I  will 
Btate,  however,  that  for  three  hours  I  have  been 
perfectly  satisfied  that  nothing  would  be  cflfected 
by  continuing  longer  in  session.  1  now  ask  leave 
to  change  my  vote;  I  vote  ay. 

Mr.  ORR.    I  move  that  the  reading  of  the 
names  be  dispensed  with. 
Mr.HUGHSTON.    I  object. 
Mr.  ORR.    Very  well;  go  on  and  read  them, 
if  the  gentleman  wants  to  hear  them. 

The  result  of  the  vote  was  then  announced,  as 
above  stated. 

The  House  thereupon  (at  half  past  eighto  'clock , 
a.  m.,  Thursday)  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  at 
twelve  o'clock,  m. 
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IN  SENATE. 
TuuRSDAT,  January  10,  1856. 
Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Hekrt  C.  Dean. 
The  Journal  of  Monday  was  read  and  approved. 

PETITIONS,  ETC.    . 

Mr.  JONEIS,  of  Iowa,  presented  the  j>etition 
of  citizens  of  Iowa,  praying  for  a  grant  of  liuid 
to  aid  io  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  a  point 
on  th«  Mississippi,  in  the  State  of  Iowa,  to  the 


Missouri  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  the  Big  Sioux; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Jnmes  Butler,  an  invalid 
j)cnsioner,  "praying  to  be  allowed  arrears  of  pen- 
sion; which  was  referred  to  Uic  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Mr.  JAMES  presented  the  memorial  of  Eliza 
and  Abby  E.  Peck,  of  Providence,  Rhode  Isl- 
and, heirs-at-law  of  Major  William  Peck,  of  the 
Rhode  Island  line,  asking  for  the  half  pay  granted 
by  the  resolve  of  21st  October,  1760,  after  deduct- 
ing the  commutation  at  one  eighth  its  nominal 
value;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  presented  the  petition  of  Levi 
Robinson,  praying  to  be  allowed  fisliing  bounty 
for  the  schooner  Mary  Jane;  and  also  compensa- 
tion for  preserving  and  ttdcing  care  of  public 
]»roperty;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

Also,  the  petition  of  R.  A.  Wainwright,  Cap- 
tain of  Ordnance,  praying  to  be  relieved  from  the 
pajrment  of  a  certain  amount  of  public  money 
which  was  stolen  from  him;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Afifmrs. 
WITHDRAWAL  OF  PAPERS. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ADAMS,  it  was 

Ortlcrc^f  Tiiat  the  mentorial  and  accompanying  papers 
of  Rculi.'^n  II.  Grant,  praying  for  the  pajiuentof  a  claim 
a,<!.-un?t  the  Choctaw  IndinnM,  be  withdrawn  from  the  files 
of  the  Scnato,  and  rt:ferrcd  to  tlie  Committee  on  Indian 
AfTair*, 

NOTICE  OF  A  BILL. 

Mr.  BROWN  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  settle  certain  ac- 
counts between  the  United  States  and  the  State 
of  Mississippi. 

THE  CLAYTON-BULWER  TREATY. 
Mr.  CLAYTON  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to: 

Resolved^  Tiiat  the  Progidenl  be  request^.  If  it  b?  com- 
patible with  the  public  interest,  to  communicate  to  the  Sen- 
ate n  copy  of  the  letter  of  Lord  John  Russell  to  Mr.  Cramp- 
ton,  datod  January  19, 18:<J,  in  which  the  British  Govern- 
ment declared  that  they  "intend  to  adhere  rtrictly  to  the 
treaty  of  VVaahinprton  of  the  19th  April,  le'iO,  and  not  to 
nMUnic  any  sovereignty,  direct  or  indircci,  in  Central 
America. »» 

•  THE  NAVAL  RETIRING  BOARD-. 

Mr.  JAMES  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Brownell,  late  a  lieutenant  in  the  United  States 
Navy,  who  was  dropped  from  the  roils  in  accord- 
ance with  a  decision  of  the  late  naval  retiring 
board,  praying  to  be  restored  to  his  former  posi- 
tion in  the  service;  which  was  referred  to  the  (Jom- 
miitee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  FISH  presented  the  petition  of  William 
S.  Ogden,  late  a  commander  in  the  United  States 
Navy,  asking  for  an  opportunity  to  rebut  any 
charges  upon  which  he  may  have  been  dropped 
from  the  Navy,  and  for  such  relief  as  his  case 
demands;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Aflfaii-s. 

Also,  the  petition  of  J.  Howard  March,  late  a 
passed  midshipman,  complaining  of  the  action 
of  the  late  naval  board,  under  which  he  was 
dropped  from  the  service,  and  asking  that  such 
action  with  regard  to  himself  may  be  investigated; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs.  » 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  desire  to  present  to  the 
Senate  the  memorial,  with  some  accompanying 
documents,  of  T.  Darrah  Shaw,  a  commander  in 
the  United  States  Navy,  who  was  placed  on  the 
retired  list,  in  accordance  with  a  decision  of  the 
late  naval  retiring  board,  praying  to  be  restored 
to  his  former  position  in  tne  Navy. 

Mr.  President,  although  the  action  of  the  naval 

board,  in  the  case  of  Commander  Shaw,  casts  uo 

imputation  upon  his  integrity  as  a  man  and  as  an 

officer,  he  complains  of  their  decision;  and,  whilst 

1  occupy  the  floor,  I  beg  leave  to  say  a  word  in 

reference  to  the  proceedings  of  the  board  and  the 

case  of  CommAnder  Shaw.    The  Secretary  of  the 

Navy  affirms  that  the  law  establishing  this  board 

was  wise.    He  says,  fn  his  annual  report; 

*'The  provisions  of  the  law  arc  gfnert>us ;  indeed,  Ktrik- 
ingly  liberal ;  but  they  are  at  the  Mime  time  exacting  and 
sternly  just." 

He  also  affirms  that  the  action  of  the  board  has 
been  salutary  and  useful  in  rcinvigorating  tlie 
Navy;  but,  notwithstanding  this,  he  remarks; 

"  It  would  be  Btranga,  iadoed,  if  their  work  w«ro  perfact 


and  entirely  free  from  error.  Those  errors,  if  tUey  exist, 
will  toon  and  ftureiy  be  discovered  by  the  developments  or 
lime,  by  continued  inquiry,  and  by  calm,  dif^passtionate  ob- 
servation." *  *  *  *  <•  And  while  I  ca;^  by  no  means 
rei'ummond  the  adoption  of  any  measure  of  repeal,  or  any 
cour-e  of  proceeding  in  conflict  with  the  general  action  of 
the  board,  I  have  no  doubt  that  there  should  be  and  will  be 
found  a  remedy  for  any  mistake  or  error  orju(i'»m«»ut,  if  the 
service  has  tlms  bocn  deprived  of  a  meritorious  and  capablo 
officer,  either  by  reservation  or  dropping." 

In  these  sentiments  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy — so  well  expressed — in  regard  to  the  law 
and  the  action  of  tne  board  under  it,  and  in  regard 
to  the  errors  into  which  the  board  unintentionally 
may  have  fallen,  I  most  fully  concur.  I  believe 
that  the  board  has  committed  an  unintentional 
error  in  the  case  of  Commander  Shaw;  for  I  con- 
sider him  fully  competent  to  ciischarge  his  duties, 
both  ashore  and  afloat.  He  is  a  friend  and  con- 
stituent of  mine;  and  in  moving  the  reference  of 
his  memorial  and  papers  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  I  must  Buy  that  I  think  they,  in 
their  wisdom,  will  find  this  case  one  demanding 
a  compliance  with  the  suggestions  of  the  Secre- 
tary ot  the  Navy. 

Commander  Shaw  was  not  here  during  the 
deliberations  of  the  board.  He  was  in  the  West 
Indies,  in  command  of  the  sloop  of  war  Falmouth. 
He  has  been  twenty -six  years  in  the  service, 
fourteen  of  them  at  sea.  Upon  diligent' inquiry 
respecting  his  case,  I  cannot  discover  that  ho  has 
ever  been  wanting  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty. 
If  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  upon  consult- 
ation with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  find  his  case 
to  be  such  as  1  have  stated  it,  and  as  I  believe  it 
to  be,  I  trust  they  will  discover  some  mode  by 
which  he  can  be  restored  to  active  service.  I 
move  the  reference  of  the  memorial  and  papers 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  MASON.  Mr.  President,  in  reference  to 
what  has  fallen  from  the  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, suggesting  the  probable  action  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Aflairs  to  extend  to  an  inquiry 
into  cases  in  which  it  has  been  supposed  this  naval 
board  may  have  fidlen  into  error — among  others 
that  of  the  memorialist  represented  by  the  honor- 
able Senator— I  am  rather  disposed  to  think  that 
when  the  committee  shall  take  that  subject  up  for 
consideration,  it  will  be  found  almost,  if  not  en- 
tirely, impracticablfc  to  give  that  extended  inquiry 
into  the  cases  of  particular  officers  which  is  sug- 
gested by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Peiina)3- 
vania.  My  attention  has  been  very  forcibly 
drawn  to  the  action  of  that  naval  board ,  approved 
as  it^  has  been  altogether  without  exception  or 
discrimination  by  tne  Executive,  from  the  fact 
that  many  officers  of  the  Navy — some  in  tlie  high- 
est grade,  others  in  lower  grodes^from  the  State 
of  Virginia,  have  been  subjected  to  the  action  of 
that  board.  Some  of  those  officers,  not  many, 
were  personally  known  to  me;  all  of  them  were 
known  in  the  portions  of  the  State  from  whence 
they  respectively  came;  and  with  very  few  ex- 
ceptions it  has  "been  most  forcibly  pressed  upon 
my  attention  that  at  home — that  is  to'  say  in  the 
State  from  whence  they  came  and  amongst  those 
who  had  known  them,  as  well  as  known  their 
career  in  the  public  service — they  were  looked 
upon  not  only  as  competent  and  efficient,  but  as 
gallant  and  able,  officcrs,whose  services  tlie  coun- 
try ought  not  to  dispense  with.  I  say,  for  these 
reasons,  that  the  action  of  that  board  has  been 
most  strongly  brought  to  my  notice  by  the  people 
of  my  own  State,  as  well  as  by  the  officers  wlio 
have  thus  been  disrated  or  dropped.  I  have  pre- 
sented two  or  three  memorials,  which  took  the 
usual  course  of  reference  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  AflTairs;  but  I  reserved  my  jud^ment,which 
is  still  reserved,  upon  all  the  questions  affecting 
the  action  of  that  ooard.  I  am  dispo.sed  to  think, 
however, — I  throw  it  out  at  present  only  as  a 
crude  suggestion, — that  if  the  committee  were  Io 
undertake,  or  if  the  Executive  were  to  imdertakc, 
as  seems  to  be  suggestexl  in  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  make  inquiry  now  into 
the  correctness  or  incorrectness  of  the  seiitenco 
of  the  board  in  particular  cascs^  tliey  would  find 
it  a  very  difficult  task  to  execute;  and  after  they 
had  executed  it  and  had  restored,  should  tjiev 
restoi-e,  either  to  their  original  position,  or  back 
to  the  Navy,  those  who  have  been  disrated  and 
dropped,  that  of  necessity  those  officers  who  con- 
sider themselves  aggrieved  by  the  sentence  will 
be  returned  to  the  service  under  a  cloud  which 
could  not  be  dispelled  by  the  future  action  eiiher 
of  the  Executive  or  of  the  committee. 
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The  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navjr,  whose 
hi^h  and  patriotic  motives  none  esteem  more 
highly  thoji  I  do,  both  in  his  letter  to  the  Presi- 
dent, recommending  the  approval  of  the  action 
of  the  board,  and  in  his  annual  report  which  has 
been  sent  to  us  since  the  commencement  of  the 
present  session,  seems  in  some  way  to  have 
placed  the  executive  action  upon  that  board  in 
the  condition  of  a  court  whicn  condemns  first, 
and  hears  afterward  ;  because  the  honorable  Sec- 
retary has  said,  that  had  he  been  in  the  place  of 
the  board ;  there  were  many  of  those  officers  who 
uliould  have  been  exempted  from  this  action  of 
the  board,  and  yet,  taking  it  as  a  whole,  he  con- 
niderod  it  advantageous  to  the  Navy,  the  innocent 
BulTering  witli  the  offending,  reserving  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive or  to  Congress,  if  it  may  be,  a  power 
to  inquire  into,  and  to  correct  the  errors  of  that 
board,  should  errors  be  found  to  exist,  by  a 
restoration  to  rank  or  a  restoration  to  service. 

Now,  sir,  it  does  seem  to  me,  that  that  looks 
somewhat  like  a  court  which  condemns  first  and 
Jiears  afterward.  The  hearing  or  the  amends 
which  they  may  attempt  to  make  cannot  have  the 
effect  of  wiping  off  entirely  the  censure  of  the 
board. 

We  all  know,  Mr.  President,  that  law  was 
brought  before  the  Senate  at  a  very  late  day  of  the 
last  session — on  the  28th  of  February,  I  think — 
and  we  adjourned  on  the  4th  of  March.  I  am 
perfectly  free,  for  one,  to  take  all  the  responsi- 
bility which  may  result  from  it,  when  1  say  that 
I  gave  it  hardly  any  consideration.  It  was  not 
in  our  power  to  do  so.    We  were  pressed  by 

Sub  lie  business,  which  had  been  accumulating 
uring  the  last  days  of  the  session,  and  I  merely 
read  the  law,  ana  did  no  more.  I  have  read  it 
since  very  carefully,  and  examined  and  weiehed  it 
wijh  great  deliberation.  I  cannot  but  think  that 
the  law  was  unfortunate  in  not  being  sufficiently 
guarded  in  its  details  for  the  regulation  of  the 
action  of  that  board,  and  I  cannot  but  equally 
think  that  the  law  has  been  misinterpreted  by 
those  who  were  called  upon  to  administer  it.  In 
this  state  of  thin^  I  have  ventured  to  trespass 
on  the  Senate  so  tar  as  to  throw  out  these  ideas, 
because  of  the  suggestion  which  fell  from  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  when  he 
presented  the  memorial,  that  redress  was  to  be 
affoi*dcd  by  examination  in  each  individual  case. 
I  do  not  think  that  the  desired  end  can  be  at- 
tained in  that  way.  The  number  disrated,  or 
dismissed,  amounts,  I  think,  to  two  hundred  and 
one.  The  causes  for  any  single  dismissal  are  not 
assigned;  the  innocent  are  confounded  with  those 
who  have  offended.  It  may  be,  and  doubtless 
is,  true,  that  in  some  cases — ^whether  in  the  ma- 
jority or  not,  I  am  utterly  unable  to  say — but  in 
many  cases  the  visitation  of  the  board  was  de- 
served. The  honorable  Secretary  admits  that  in 
other  cases  it  has  not  been  deserved.  We  know 
that  one  man  who  has  not  only  illustrated  Amer- 
ican science  in  his  department  of  the  Navy,  but 
who  has  contributed  more  substantial  benefits  to 
tlie  nautical  world  than  any  man  who  h&a  lived 
since  the  days  of  Newton,  nas  been  disrated  by 
this  board. 

A  Senator.    To  whom  do  you  allude? 

Mr.  MASON.  I  mean  Lieutenant  Maury.  I 
know  another  instance  of  a  lieutenant  in  the 
Navy,  who  has  been  doing  honorable  service 
upon  the  Pacific  coast,  under  a  special  order  of 
the  Navy  Department^  whom,  personally,  I  do 
not  know,  but  who  was  assigned  to  that  branch 
among  the  most  difficult,  I  am  told,  appertaining 
to  nautical  science,  astronomy,  and  he  has  been 
equally  disrated. 

Now,  I  cannot  but  think  that  in  these  cases — 
I  single  them  out,  because  in  their  particular 
brancn  of  the  profession  they  stood  deservedly 
at  its  head,  to  illustrate  the  suggestion  that  the 
decision  of  the  board  has  resulted  from  a  misin- 
terpretation of  the  law,  and  that  disastrous  con- 
sequences must  ensue,  if  officers  are  merely  rein- 
stated by  the  committee  or  by  the  Executive-^ 
that  it  will  leave  them  under  the  shade  of  the 
original  unexplained  imputation.  I  am  disposed 
to  think,  therefore — but  again  I  say  my  judg- 
ment is  not  formed  on  this  embarrassing  and  dif- 
ficult question-^  Jiat  it  will  probably  be  found 
necessary,  during  the  course  of  the  session,  to 
pass  a  new  law,  (repealing,  ofcourse,  the  last,) 
to  begin  the  thin^  ab  oripne,  and  pass  a  law  under 
such  safeguards  m  relauon  to  ita  details  as  shall 


prevent  the  consequences  which  I  know  are  now 
deplored  by  a  vast  portion  of  the  people  of  the 
country. 

The  memorial  and  accompanyine  documents 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr,  HALE.  Mr.  President,  I  have  a  memo- 
rial upon  the  same  subject,  which  I  ask  leave  to 
present  to  the  Senate.  As  the  rules  require  that 
the  member  presenting  a  memorial  shall  state, 
verbally,  the  contents  of  it,  and  as  I  intend  to 
ask  Jthe  Senate  to  make  a  different  disposition  of 
this  memorial  from  that  which  has  been  made  of 
others  of  a  similar  character,  I  will  trouble  the 
Senate  by  reading  the  memorial  itself,  thus  em- 
bodying it  as  a  portion  of  the  remarks  I  intend  to 
submit  on  the  subject.  I  will  do  so,  because  I 
think  I  can  better  submit  the  views  which  I  wish 
to  present  by  reading  the  memorial,  which  is  not 
long,  and  then  I  will  accompany  it  with  the  mo- 
tion which  I  propose  to  maxe.  The  memorial  is 
in  these  words: 

«  To  the  Senate  of  the  UnUed  State* : 

"The  undenni^ed  in  this  memorial  begs  leave  mo«t  re- 
spectfully to  represent  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  Now  Hamp- 
shire, and  was  late  a  master  in  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States,  and  that,  by  the  finding  of  the  Navy  Board  created 
by  an  act  of  the  last  Congress,  he  has  been  dismissed  the 
service. 

"  Ho  further  represents  that  he  is  totally  ignorant  of  any 
charges  or  accu^tations  ever  having  been  made  against  him 
for  dereliction  of  dunr,  inefficiency,  or  improper  conduct, 
and  feels  conscious  of  having  perlormed  to  the  very  l«>tter 
his  e^^Tj  duty  while  in  the  service,  and  borne  himself  in 
all  his  relations  as  became  an  officer  of  the  Navy,  and  as  is 
expected  by  the  Government. 

"  Deeply  afflicted  by  the  implied  stigma  with  which  he 
feels  the  action  of  the  Navy  Board  has  marked  bis  charac- 
ter, and  injurious  as  he  knows  it  will  be  upon  his  future 
prospects^  he  trusts  he  will  not  be  held  obnoxious  to  the 
chaive  of  inmKMiesty  if  he  embodies  in  this  memorial  a 
brief  history  of  his  connection  with  the  Navy. 

*<  The  memorialist  entered  the  service  in  May,  1840,  and 
received  notice  from  the  Department  that  his  name  was 
dropped  in  September,  1855,  the  interim  being  fifteen  years 
and  four  months ;  of  these  he  has  had  a  drag  of  attual  sea 
service  of  twelve  years  and  eight  months,  and  but  ten 
months  leave  of  afc«encc,  making,  out  of  the  fifteen  years 
and  four  months  in  the  Navy,  fourteen  years  and  six  months 
employment.  He  performed  his  first  service  on  board  the 
United  States  ship  Delaware ;  was  ordered  in  November, 
1840,  to  the  United  Slates  eloop  Concord,  Captain  Boerum ; 
arrived  on  the  coast  of  Brazil,  and  wair  transferred  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1841,  to  the  frigate  Potomac,  Captain  Storer,  and 
served  in  her  until  she  was  about  to  leave  for  home,  when, 
in  May,  1842,  he  was  again  ordered  to  tlie  Concord,  ana 
performed  his  proper  duties  in  her  up  to  tlie  period  of  her 
wreck  upon  the  coast  of  Africa,  in  October,  1842^  after  a 
detention  of  about  two  months,  procured  transportation  to 
Cape  Town,  and  there  found  the  John  Adams,  to  which 
ves:»el  he  was  ordered,  and  in  her  proceeded  to  EUo  de  Ja-' 
nsiro;  after  his  arrival  there,  he  was  selected  as  one  of  the 
officers  to  join  the  brig  Chipola,  purchased  for  the  purpose, 
to  return  to  the  coast  of  Africa  and  save  what  could  be 
ttom  the  wreck  of  the  Concord.  He  rettuncd  from  this 
cniise  in  May,  1844,  and  received  three  months'  leave  of 
abgcnce.  Before  this  leave  of  absence  had  expired,  he  was 
ordered  to  the  steamer  Princeton,  in  which  he  served  until 
detached,  in  July,  1845,  with  leave  of  one  month.  He  then 
received  orders,  and  reported  at  the  naval  school,  where  he 
remained  until  lie  had  passed  his  examination,  and  received 
a  warrant  as  pasied  midshipman  of  date  July,  1846.  After 
obtaining  this  warrant,  he  received  orders  to  the  razee  In- 
dependence, Captain  Lavalette,  and  in  this  vessel  he  served 
during  the  Mexican  war,  witli  the  exception  of  the  tem- 
porary command  of  a  prize  schooner,  and  some  months 
e^iore  duty  at  San  Job4,  the  southern  port  of  Lower  Cali- 
tbmia,  under  the  command  of  the  late  Lieutenant  Charles 
Ucywood. 

<'  Here  the  memorialist  t>egs  leave  to  refer  to  the  defense 
of  tlie  *  Cuartel '  at  San  Jos«,  defended  by  a  force  of  thirty 
American  sailore  and  marines,  assisted  by  twenty  Califor- 
nia volunteem,  against  a  force  of  over  three  hundred  Mexi- 
cans. He  was  one  of  the  three  officers  engaged  in  that 
defense,  one  of  trhom.  Passed  Midshipman  Tenant 
McLanahan,  fell  mortally  wounded  in  gallantly  resisting  an 
assault.  This  |KMution  was  defended  tor  twenty-one  days, 
and  for  nine  closely  besieged,  half  starved  as  they  were, 
and  weak  from  ovcr-watcTiing,  and  fatigue,  and  wc^inds." 

"Commodore  Shubrick" — 

who  was  President  of  the  retiring  board. 

"Commodore  Shubrick,  commanding  then  the  Pacific 
squadron,  in  his  official  report  of  this  twoir  to  the  Depart- 
ment, of  date  February  15, 1848,  writes  as  follows : 
.  "  4  want  words  to  express  my  sense  of  tlie  gallant  conduct 
of  these  officers,  and  the  officers  and  men  under  their  com- 
mand, as  detailed  in  their  reports,  but  feel  that  I  am  per- 
fectly saAi  in  saving  that  tlie  annals  of  no  war  can  furnish 
instances  of  greater  coolness,  of  more  indomitable  perse- 
verance, of  more  conspicuous  bravery,  and  of  sounder 
iudgmcnt,  than  can  be  found  in  their  details.  They  will 
be  read  with  pride  and  pleasure  by  tlie  Department  and  by 
even'  American,  and  wtU  Becure  to  aU  concerned  a  moit  en- 
viahle  pUue  in  tke  estimation  of  their  countrymen.* 

"  *l  nave  the  best  reason  to  nelieve  that  these  reports,  so 
fkr  from  overrating  tli0  acts  of  those  concerned,  are  strongly 
imbued  with  the  modesty  of  true  courage,  which  adheres 
to  truth,  but  shrinks  from  exaggerating,  and  neither  dimin- 
ishes nor  magnifies  its  own  deeds.* 

"  The  memorialist  begs  also  to  refbr  to  an  official  report  of 
the  late  Lieutenant  Charles  Hey  wood,  commanding  at  the 
defence  of  San  Jos<,  to  Commodore  Shubrick,  of  date  Feb- 
ruary, 1848.    This  is  an  extract : 


"  *After  the  death  of  Passed  Midshipman  McLiishna^ 
there  remained  but  one  ofAcer  to  asskn  me — PaavedM^^ 
sliipmaii  George  A.  Stevens,  to  whom,  for  his  eaohMM  xb4 
liiaefatigable  zeal,  at  a  time  when  so  morh  devoll^Mi  a^nsl 
him,  t  am  happy  to  aci'ord  the  liigh'^l  credit.' 

"  The  memorialist  arrived  home  from  this  enwte  Mty^ 
1849,  and  was  again  on  duty  at  tlie  Observatory  in  At3tsm<4 
from  which,  in  November,  1849,  he  was  ordered  t^  tir4 
schooner  Gallatin,  Lieutenant  Maffitt.  on  coast  snrvry  ^-ri 
vice.  He  served  in  her  until  July,  1K50,  when  be  was  or-* 
dered  to  tlie  frigate  Rnritan,  then  fitting  out.  for  tibt*  Psria^^ 
in  wiiich  vessel  he  served  until  June,  lB,iI,  when  be  tra4 
transferred  to  the  ship  Southampton,  Lit* uteaaat  C 
manding  Peter  Turner.  This  vefsel,  after  BoMrinc 
cruise,  returned  home  in  August,  1852,  and  wa«  tauaedua< 
designated  to  service  in  i\w  Pacific  and  Japoo  seas,  and 
the  command  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Boyle  ;  and  tM 
undersigned  sailed  in  her. 

"  This  vessel  returned  home  In  1855,  after  an  artive  a'l^ 
useful  cniise,  codpemting  with  the  Japan  sqoadron  to 
entire  satisfaction  of  Commodore  M.  C.  Perry,  who  i 
cially  commended  the  skill  and  promptitude  with  w 
the  ship  performed  the  services  required  of  her.    After 
arduous  and  faithful  service  of  nearly  thirteen  vears  «i 
and  a  connection  with  the  Navy  of  more  tlian  nfteen  ya 
the  undersigned  received  his  warrant  as   moitter, 
March,  1855,*  upon  which  his  ftiturc  hopes  and  prospei-i4| 
were  based ;  to  be  summarily  di.<qniwed  in  les*  0Ma  M 
months  after,  tmconscious  of  any  tault,  witboat  a  bearn^i 
and  liable  to  every  speculation  and  sunniae  caleobae<d  t4| 
damage  his  reputation,  and  mortify  and  imbitter  the  fed 
ihgs  of  those  for  whose  welfare  he  feels  a  more  -*— 
interest  than  he  dare  here  express. 

"  In  view  of  the  above  statement  of  facts,  wbrcb  ttei 
records  of  the  Department  cannot  disprove,  and  which  tb<r 
memorialist  can  establish  by  the  confirmatory  eTidoireolt 
his  shipmates,  and  the  officers  under  whom  he  ba«  saJi^if 
he  respectAilly  asks  such  redress  by  the  Senate,  as  the; ,  m 
their  wisdom  and  Justice,  mav  deem  proper. 

«  GF/ORGE  A.  STEVENS, 
"  Late  MoMter  United  StaU»  ITev;.** 

My  motion  is  that  this  memorial  be  rtfe 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  The  reasoi 
why  I  ask  for  that  reference  is,  that  I  -wiah 
Senate  to  be  favored  with  the  legal  opinion 
that  committee,  to  whom  such  a  question  appro- 
priately belonffs,  upon  the  question  whethfr 
officers  in  the  Army  and  Navy  have  any  consti- 
tutional rights  at  all, — whether  those,  great  aafr- 
guards  which  the  Constitution  in  all  ciTil  ca^rs 
has  thrown  around  the  rights  of  person  and 
property  appertain  in  the  remotest  degree  to 
naval  officers.  I  apprehend  that  the  true  nik 
will  be  found  to  be— and  I  think  the  Conunitt^ 
on  the  Judiciary  will  so  report — that  all  the  aafi— 
cueu^s  which  the  wisdom  of  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution  have  incorporated  into  that  instru- 
ment for  the  protection  and  the  preservation  of 
the  personal  rights  of  the  citizen,  pertain  in  ail 
their  extent  to  officers  in  the  Army  and  ISTavy  «> 
far  as  they  arc  applicable,  and  that  they  are  ap- 
plicable in  every  case  where  the  emergencies  of 
naval  and  military  service  do  not  demand  a  dif- 
ferent course. 

The  complaint  which  an  officer  of  this  character 
makes  should  always,  it  seems  to  me,  command 
a  listening  ear  from  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States.  He  states  to  you  that,  for  fiAeen  years, 
he  has  been  connected  with  the  Navy,  doing  his 
duty  promptly  and  efficiently,  without  reproach, 
suspicion,  or  accusation.  He  states  that,  whili> 
he  has  been  fifteen  years  and  four  months  in 
service,  he  has  actually  been  at  sea  twelve  years 
and  eight  months.  Sir,  it  has  been  common  u  ith 
every  Senator  who  has  presented  memorials  on 
this  subject,  to  preface  his  remarks  witli  the 
expression  of  great  confidence  in  the  purity,  up- 
rightness, integrity,  and  candor  of  this  board. 
I  am  not  going  to  do  any  such  thin^,for  the  boat 
of  all  reasons.  In  the  first  place,  I  do  not  believt? 
in  it;  and,  in  the  next  place,  it  is  not  accordin;^ 
to  my  taste  to  make  any  such  professions.  My 
education  and  observation  have  taught  rae  tliut, 
when  a  man  does  an  act,  he  intends  the  reason- 
able and  natural  consequences  of  the  act;  and  it 
is  not  worth  while  to  travel  any  further  than  thau 
I  apprehend,  also,  it  will  be  found,  when  the  his- 
tory of  this  board  is  gone  into,  that  the  kind  of 
service  which  Mr.  Stevens  has  been  doing  has 
not  been  tliat  kind  which  has  most  favorably 
commended  itself  to  the  consideration  of  the  naval 
board.  You  perceive,  sir,  that  poor  Stevens  haa 
been  at  sea;  he  has  been  facing  dcatli  in  the  tem- 
pestuous storms  of  a  wintry  passo^  around  Cane 
Horn;  he  has  met  it  in  the  aojialh^ng  form  of  the 
pestilential  vanors  generated  by  a  tropicaUann  on 
the  coast  of  Africa;  and  he  has  met  it  on  the  battle- 
fields of  Mexico.  During  all  tliesc  tiials  and 
emergencies,  he  has  sustained  himself  as  became 
a  man  and  an  officer.  He  has  met  the  enemy, 
and  he  has  not  been  vanquished;  but,  while  ho 
has  been  thus  honorably  aerviz^  his  country  on 
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eyrery  coast  and  on  every  sea,  and  on  the  battle- 
field, there  has  come  behind  him,  with  an  aasas- 
Bin's  stab,  unseen  and  unheard,  somebody  that 
Kas  dealt  a  staggering  blow,  and  he  finds  tumself. 
prostrated  and  the  hopes  of  his  life  blasted.  Who 
tias  done  this?  Why,  sir,  the  country  which  he 
has  served  has  done  it.  Without  a  hearing,  witli- 
out  an  accusation,  without  being  allowed  to  con< 
front  a  witness,  he  has  not  been  retired,  he  has 
not  been  furloughed;  but  he  has  been  cast  off,  he 
has  been  dropped  from  the  service;  and  yet  he  is 
a  man  who  has  performed  more  service — and  the 
records  of  the  Navy  will  show  the  fact — ^vastly 
more  service,  according  to  the  time  he  has  been 
in  the  Navy,  than  any  one  of  the  gentlemen  who 
have  dealt  thus  cruelly  with  him. 

But,  sir,  as  I  have  said,  the  services  which  Mr. 
Stevens  has  been  performing  were  not  the  kind 
of  services  which,  I  apprehend,  have  commended 
themselves  most  favoraoly  to  the  retiring  board. 
You  will  perceive  that  he  has  been  constantly  at 
sea.  He  has  not  had  duty  to  perform  as  the 
lieutepant  of  a  quadrille,  the  commander  of  a 
masquerade,  the  majiager^of  an  assembly,  or  the 
commodore  of  a  waltz.  His  cruising-ground  has 
not  been  the  city  of  Washington^  and  his  skill 
in  naval  tactics  and  engineering  has  not  been  dis- 
played about  the  purlieus  of  this  Capitol.  That 
IS  tne  reason  he  has  been  dropped. 

Now,  air,  I  desire  to  say  in  the  first  place,  that 
the  law  under  which  the  naval  boara  acted  is, 
according  to  my  belief,  utterly  unconstitutional. 
Why  ?  Because  it  violates  eM  the  great  principles 
which  have  been  incorporated  into  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  and  the  constitutions 
of  the  several  States,  for  the  preservation  of  prop- 
erty and  personal  rights.  I  have  looked  over 
those  constitutions  somewhat  carefully,  and  I  find 
that  the  provision  is  substantially  alike  in  them 
ail.  It  is  unconstitutional  because  it  violates  an- 
other great  principle,  which  is  the  riffht  of  every- 
body who  is  put  on  trial  to  be  tried  by  judges  as 
impartifd  as  tne  lot  of  humanity  will  admit.  That 
is  the  very  language  of  the  constitution  of  my 
native  State,  and  it  is  language  which  1  believe 
commends  itself  to  the  heart  cmd  the  judgment  of 
every  lawyer. 

A^ain,  sir,  how  is  it  with  a  jury?  The  slight- 
est interest  disqualifies  a  juror  from  sitting  on  a 
case.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  his  report 
undertakes  seriously  to  argue  to  the  Senate — a 
•very  large  majority  of  whom  are  lawyers — that 
this  law  is  not  obnoxious  to  the  charge  that  the 
gentlemen  composing  ihe  naval  board  were  inter- 
ested in  its  decision,  because  no  officer  had  a  ri^ht 
to  pass  on  the  condition  of  an  officer  above  him 
in  rank.  Let  me  read  briefly  from  the  report  of 
the  Secretary:  **  And  thus  it  was  designed  that, 
if  by  the  execution  of  the  law,  officers  of  the 
board  should  happen  to  be  promoted  '* — the  merest 
accident  in  the  world — if  they  should  happen  to 
be  promoted,  "  their  proceedmgs  should  not  be 
tainted  with  the  blighting  suspicion  that  they  la- 
bored for  their  own  advancement,  and  not  the 
public  good.** 

Oh,  no;  such  a  suspicion  would  be  dreadful! 
Now,  sir,  let  us  look  at  the  proceedings  of  this 
board,  to  see  how  ii "  happens  that  some  of  them 
have  been  promoted.  I  look  in  the  first  place  at 
the  list  of  commanders.  It  so  happens  that  as 
they  began  the  list  of  commanders,  tliey  dropped 
number  one;  then  they  dropped  number  two,  and 
number  three,  and  number  four,  and  number  five, 
and  number  six,  and  number  seven.  When  they 
came  to  number  ei^ht, they  found  a  man  fit  to  re- 
main. Number  eight  happens  to  be  one  of  the 
board  I  They  did  not  get  to  a  man  fit  to  stay  in 
the  rank  of  commander  till  they  reached  one  of 
their  own  number,  and  then  they  said,  "  Now, 
we  have  got  a  fit  nmn;'*  and  he  is  the  first  one  on 
the  list  whom  they  found  qualified.  Again,  it  so 
happens — the  purest  accident  on  ea.*th — that,  by 
the  action  of  the  commanders  who  arc  members 
of  the  naval  board,  combined  with  the  action  of 
the  captains  above  them,  four  of  them  accident- 
ally find  themselves  elevated  to  the  posts  of  cap- 
tains; and  the  Secretary  says  this  does  not  subject 
them  to  the  slightest  suspicion — not  the  least  in 
the  world !    [Laughter.] 

Bui,  sir,  I  nave  a  more  serious  objection  than 
this  to  this  act.  The  act  is  bad — the  execution  of 
it  infinitely  worse.  I  do  not  depend  on  analogy; 
I  do  not  ask  gentlemen  to  conuemn  the  act  be- 
cause it  is  not  in  accordance  with  tliose  safe- 


j^uards  which  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  and  State  laws  have  thrown  around  the 
protection  of  private  rights,  of  reputation,  and  of 
Jjroperty ;  but  because  it  is  in  direct  and  express 
contravention  of  a  prohibition  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  ^he  third  clause  of  the 
ninth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution 
provides  that  "  No  bill  of  attainder,  or  ex  post 
facto  law,  shall  be  passed.*'* 

I  shall  not  detain  the  Senate  with  any  poor  talk 
of  my  own  as  to  what  constitutes  an  ex  post  facto 
law;  but  I  am  clear  in  the  conviction  that  if  I  sat- 
isfy the  judgment  of  the  Senate  that  this  is  an 
ex  post  facto  mw,  this  prohibition  of  the  Constitu- 
tion must  be  regarded.  Judge  Story,  in  his  Com- 
mentaries on  the  Constitution,  book  third, section 
1399,  speaking  o{  ex  post  facto  laws,  uses  the  fol- 
lowing language: 

**  Of  the  same  cla«9  are  ex  pott  facto  laws — that  ia  to  fay 
(in  a  literal  sense)  lawK  passed  after  the  act  was  done.  The 
terms  ex  post  facto  latcsy  in  a  comprehensive  sense,  era- 
brace  all  reirosi>ective  laws,  or  laws  governing  or  control- 
ling past  transactions,  whether  of  a  civil  or  criminal  na- 
ture. And  there  have  not  been  wanting  learned  minds 
that  have  contended,  with  no  small  force  of  authority  and 
reasoning,  that  such  ought  to  be  the  interpretation  of  the 
terms  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  As  an 
original  questioD,  the  argument  would  be  entitled  to  grave 
consideration;  but  the  current  of  opinion  and  authority 
has  been  so  generally  one  way,  as  to  the  meaning  of  this 

ehrase  in  the  State  coruoitutions,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
Fnited  States,  ever  since  their  adoption,  that  it  is  different 
to  feel  that  it  is  now  an  open  question.  The  general  in- 
terpretation has  been,  and  is,  that  the  phrase  applies  to  acts 
of  a  criminal  nature  only ;  and  that  the  prohibition  reaches 
every  law  whereby  an  net  is  declared  a  crime,  and  made 
punishable  as  such,  when  it  was  not  a  crime  when  done ; 
or  whereby  the  act,  if  a  crime,  is  aggravated  in  encMinity, 
or  punishment ;  or  whereby  different  or  less  evidence  is 
required  to  convict  an  offender  than  was  required  when 
the  act  was  committed." 

Then  if  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  have 
authorized  a  punishment  to  be  indicted  upon  these 
men,  upon  evidence  which  could  not  have  been 
receivea  before  this  act  was  passed,  the  act  comes 
within  the  condemnation  of  the  Constitution,  and 
is  an  ex  post  facto  law.  Jud^e  Story  further  says, 
citing  as  his  authority  3  D^las,  386: 

*<  The  Supreme  CourtiiaTe  given  the  following  definition: 
<  An  expovtfado  law  is  one  which  renders  an  act  punish- 
able in  a  manner  in  which  it  was  not  punishable  when  it 
wa:»  committed.'  Such  a  law  may  inflict  penalties  on  the 
penton.  or  may  inflict' pecuniary  penalftes,  which  swell  the 
public  treasury.  Laws,  however,  which  mitigate  the  char- 
acter or  puninhment  of  a  crime  already  committed,  may  not 
fkll  withm  the  prohibition,  for  they  are  in  favor  of  tlie  citi- 
zens.** 

That  is  the  authority  of  Judffe  Story  and  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  I  have 
one  other.  In  Kent's  Commentaries,  vol.  1, 
lecture  19,  p.  409,  he  says: 

"In  Fletcher  w.  Peck,  (6  Crancb,  138,)  it  was  observed 
that  ail  ex  post  facto  law  was  one  which  rendered  an  act 
punishable  in  a  manner  in  which  it  was  not  punii^hable 
when  it  was  committed.  This  definition  is  distinguished 
for  its  comprehensive  brevity  andjprecision,  Mid  it  extends 
to  laws  pa^«scd  alter  the  act,  and  ancctiug  a  person  by  mrans 
of  puni^hmcnt  of  that  act,  either  in  his  person  or  ctsiatc. 
Ex  post  facto  laws  relate  to  penal  and  criminal  proceed- 
ings, which  impose  punishments  or  forfeitures,  and  not  to 
civil  proceedings,  which  affect  private  rigbts  retrospect- 
ively." 

Now,  sir,  let  us  see  if  this  is  in  the  nature  of  a 
criminal  offense.  It  does  seem  to  mo  that  it  con 
be  held  as  noihin?  else.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  I  have  no  doubt,  is  an  exceedingly  inge- 
nious man — I  have  not  the  honor  of  his  acquaint- 
ance^— and  in  the  letter  which  he  addressea  to  the 
board,  he  tried  to  satisfy  them  that  they  were 
going  to  compliment  the  naval  ofiicers,  and  not 
to  punish  them.    He  says: 

"  I  fear  a  misapprehension  may  exist  iuthe  minds  of  some 
in  regard  to  the  position  before  the  country  of  officers  placed 
on  the  n^served  list  with  full  leave  of  absence  par.  It  is  no 
degradation  ;  it  is  rather  a  hi^h  compliment.  'The  pny  i^ 
liberal,  and  amply  sufficient  to  ttic  comtbrtable  support  of 
the  officer  and  his  family.  Indeed,  it  is  the  generous  act 
of  a  i^nveninient,  saying  to  Uie  meritorious  officer,  *  You 
liave  served  with  fidelity,  and  now,  as  you  have  become  in- 
competent to  the  severe  duties  of  naval  life,  you  can  rc^t 
from  ilie  labor;)  of  your  profe^ion,  without  care  or  anxiety 
as  to  your  support,  as  we  have  provided  lor  it.'  Nor,  gen- 
tlemen, do  I  consider  tliatit  will  he  necessarily  a  dosradn- 
tion  or  a  mark  of  governmental  displ»*asiire  for  an  otncer  to 
lie  placed  on  furlough,  which  i:«  half  leave  of  absence  pay, 
becaui!«  he  may  have  become  really  incompetent  to  tiie 
discharge  of  his  duties,  and  yet  inmj  not  have  served  so  long 
andfaU}\fuUy^  and  with  SMch  credit^  as  to  entitle  him  to  tM 
kigkect  compensation — to  the  reserved. ^^ 

There  is  another  class,  and  the  ingenuity  of 
the  Secretary  does  not  even  attempt  to  constnte 
the  action  of  the  board  as  a  compliment  to  them. 
I  refer  to  those  who  have  been  dropped  entirely 
where  their  inefficiency  has  accrued  from  mat- 


ters in  which  they  were  to  blame;  and  the  list 
of  crimes  for  which  those  gentlemen  were  put  on 
trial  was  rather  extensive.  There  is  amon^  them 
one  which  I  have  never  seen  mentioned  in  any 
code,  civil,  military,  or  naval.  I  will  tell  you 
wliat  that  was.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in 
his  instructions  to  the  board,  says: 

*'  In  examining  as  to  who  are  Mncapable  of  perfonniug 
their  whole  dui>'  both  ashore  and  afloat,'  I  need  hardly 
surest  to  you  that  an  officer  may  be  *  incapable'  either 
mentally,  physically,  or  morally ;  for  although  he  may  pos  • 
sess  a  strong  mind  and  robust  frame,  yet  if  his  moral  per- 
ception of  rigln  and  wrong  be  so  blunted  and  debased  as  tf» 
render  him  unreliable,  he  could  hardly  be  ranked  as  tlie 
capable  officer." 

Then  these  men  were  put  on  trial  for  the  crime 
of  having  blunted  sensibilities — a  term  not  very 
well  defined  in  any  book  that  ever  I  have  read; 
and  if  these  gentlemen,  without  having  been  in- 
formed of  the  nature  and  character  of  the  accu- 
sations brought  against  them,  upon  an  ex  parte 
hearing,  without  witnesses,  were  found  guilty 
of  having  blunted  moral  perceptions,  they  were 
dropped  from  the  Navy. 

There  was  some  pretense  of  a  guard  in  the 
general  character  of  the  law,  in  the  fact  that  it 
was  left  to  be  exercised  by  the  board,  subject  to 
the  regulations  which  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
might  prescribe  to  them.  The  Secretary  tella 
you  how  far  his  regulations  extended.  They 
went  to  the  extent  of  taking  care  that  no  com- 
manders had  a  vote  upon  the  captains,  and  no 
lieutenants  upon  the  commanders,  and  no  mid- 
shipmen upon  the  lieutenants. 

Now,  let  us  see  how  the  sensibilities  of  the 
board  stood  the  test.  They  found  sixty-eight 
captains  on  the  rolls;  and  how  many  of  them  do 
you  suppose  had  blunted  perceptions  ?  They  got 
rid  of  thirty-four  captains  out  of  sixty -eight — 
one  half  the  whole  number.  Among  those  whom 
they  selected  for  retirement  was  Commodore 
Stewart,  who  headed  the  list.  I  am  glad  they 
selected  him,  because  it  furnishes  a  good  com- 
mentary upon  the  proceedings  of  uie  board. 
Commodore  Stewart  s  fame  is  a  part  of  the  in- 
heritance of  every  American  citizen.  Up  to  the 
period  of  the  action  of  this  board  he  was  in  the 
possession  of  the  highest  honors  of  the  naval 
service,  and  his  name  was  known  and  honored 
and  revered  and  loved  wherever  the  history  of 
the  American  Navy  was  known.  The'y  dropped 
him,  and  the  President  confirmed  the  action  of 
the  board,  and  at  the  same  time  published  to  the 
world  the  fact  that  it  was  not  true.  It  was  only 
on  the  pretense  that  the  exigencies  of  the  service 
required  it,  and  on  no  other  condition,  that  the 
President  had  the  right  to  anprovx;  the  action  of 
the  board.  And  he  told  Commodore  Stewart 
that  he  was  not  fit  to  perform  duty,  but  he  still 
kept  him  on  the  list,  and  he  is  there  now. 

There  were  ninety-six  cohimanders  on  the  list 
when  the  board  mot,  and  they  did  not  quite  cut 
off  half  of  them.  They  cut  offthe  heads  of  thirty- 
nine;  they  cut  off  rnouffh  to  carry  four  fifths  of 
their  own  number  into  ilie  captain 's  list.  Thgrc 
were  three  hundred  and  twenty-six  lieutenants, 
of  whom  eighty-four  were  retired  or  dropped. 
Of  masters  in  the  line  of  prom(Hion  there  were 
fourteen,  and  nine  of  them  were  disposed  of. 
Then  they  came  to  another  class,  arKl,  according 
to  the  information  M'hich  I  have  obtained  from 
some  gentlemen  of  the  Navy,  with  whom  I  have 
had  some  acquaintance,  one  of  the  most  useful 
classes  of  ofiicers  in  the  Navy,  and  that  is  mus- 
ters not  in  the  line  of  promotion— masters -who 
have  been  selected  from  the  sailors  for  their  great 
merit,  and  for  their  services  and  character — mas- 
ters who  have  sometimes,  in  the  past  history  of 
the  Navy,  been  promoted  to  the  highest  place  in 
the  service.  What  do  you  suppose  the  naval 
board  did  with  the  grade  of  mastor.s?  They  did 
not  find  one  of  them  good  enough  for  the  Navy; 
they  legislated  them  ml  out  of  existence;  there  is 
not  a  smgle  one  of  them  left.  Of  the  seventeen 
masters  not  in  the  line  of  promotion,  one  died, 
and  the  board  killed  all  the  rest,  so  that  there  is 
not  a  soHtary  one  left  upon  the  naval  list. 

The  board  converted  tticmselves  not  only  into 
a  court  to  try  ofiicers  for  blunted  moral  percep- 
tions, but  they  resolved  themselves  into  a  con- 
gress to  determine,  by  their  action,  that  there  wa.«i 
no  necessity  for  such  a  grade  of  oflficers  as  masters 
not  in  the  line  of  promotion,  and  they  have  blotted 
the  whole  of  them  out  of  existence.  As  they 
come  down  in  rank,  they  seem  to  grow  wonder- 
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to-day,  would  have  been  too  great  to  be  borne 
even  DV  the  stoical  firmness  of  General  Jackson 
himself. 

For  this  reason  the  necessity  of  some  aid  from 
Congress  was  apjmrent  to  every  man  who  de- 
sired that  the  character  of  the  Navy  for  efficiency 
should  be  maintained,  and  that  if  any  difficulty, 
such  as  now  seems  impending  over  the  country, 
should  unfortunately  arise,  and  if  we  should  be 
involved  in  a  contest  with  some  foreign  Power, 
and  the  flag  of  our  country  should  have  to  be 
borne  on  the  seas  in  opposition  to  the  lion  flag 
of  Great  Britain,  (as  now  seems  to  be  somewhat 
threatened,  according  to  a  recent  communication 
from  the  Executive,^  our  flag  should  not  be  dis- 
graced, the  honor  or  the  country  should  not  be 
tarnished,  and  it  should  not  be  committed  to  inef- 
ficient or  incompetent  hands.  I  say,  in  my  esti- 
mation, that  that  was  a  great  public  duty  impera- 
tively demanded  of  the  Conj^ress  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  my  portion  of  the  discharge  of 
which  I  take  pride  and  honor.  I  consider  my- 
self entitled  to  honor  and  credit  from  my  con- 
stituency and  from  the  country  for  having' voted 
for  that  bill,  and  for  now  maintaining  it. 

But,  Mr.  President,  whilst  I  say  this,  it  is  not 
my  intention  to  say — God  forbia  that  I  should 
eay — that  in  every  instance  in  which  this  board 
has  acted  its  action  meets  my  approval.  It  has 
been  well  said  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
and  the  President  of  the  United  States  them- 
selves have  declared  that  injustice  in  some  cases 
has  been  done.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  defend 
these  executive  officers  beyond  the  point  to 
which  I  think  they  ought  to  be  defended.  1 
have  the  highest  respect  for  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy.  I  think  he  has  made  an  admirable  and 
efficient  public  officer;  but  1  think  he  did  make  a 
mistake  in  recommending  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  adopt,  in  toto^  the  action  of  this 
board.  I  can  understand  perfectly  well  the  mo- 
tives that  operated  on  his  mind.  I  c^n  under- 
stand very  well  that  he  might  well  have  hesitated 
in  striking  from  the  list  fiirnished  to  him,  the 
names  of  any  officers  upon  the  ground  that,  by 
so  doing,  he  might  seem  to  impeach  the  motives 
of  the  officers  who  constituted  the  board.  Yet  I 
think  that  he  erred  in  not  striking  from  the  Ust 
committed  to  his  charge  by  the  navy  board, 
such  names  as,  in  his  opinion,  required  further 
investigation.  1  think  he  ought  to  have  with- 
held those  names  from  the  action  of  the  Presi- 
dent until  his  judgment  coincided  with  that  of 
the  navy  board.  To  this  extent,  and  no  further, 
do  1  think  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  acted  iniu- 
diciously.  I  ftm  satisfied,  however,  that  this 
error,  it  error  indeed  it  were,  was  an  en-or  of 
judgment  alone,  and  the  character  of  that  gen- 
tleman (whose  conduct  in  the  dischar'je  of  the 
duties  of  the  Secretaryship  of  the  Navy  has 
boon  the  theme  of  admiration  by  gentlemen  of 
nil  political  parties)  is  sufficient  to  satisfy  us, 
and  to  «atisfy  the  country,  that  none  but  the 
purest  motives  guided  him  when  he  made  the 
decision  which  he  did. 

I  miaflu  ref(;r  to  one  or  two  cases  which  have 
boon  suggested  on  this  floor.  My  honorable  friend 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Mason]  has  suggested  the 
name  of  an  officer  of  the  Navy  whose  reputation 
is  coextensive  with  the  naval  world — a  gentle- 
man who  is  now  receiving  niedals  of  gold  from 
foreign  powers  as  testimonials  of  their  admiration 
for  his  scientific  attainments,  and  the  service  he 
has  rendered  the  commerceof  the  world.  Why, 
sir,  I  take  the  fact  to  be,  that  the  imnnbers  of  this 
board  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  the 
President  must  have  known  that  cases  like  his 
would  excite  the  surprise  of  the  entire  country, 
and  excite  the  sympathy  of  any  man  who  took 
ai^  pride  in  the  tame  of  nis  country;  and  the  very 
circumstance  that,  notwithstanding  this  knowl- 
edge, they  did,  in  obedience  to  the  behests  of  the 
law,  execute  its  orders,  is  the  highest  praise  that 
could  be  accorded  to  them.  I  refer  to  the  fact  of 
Lieutenant  Maury's  being  placed  on  the  ijctired 
list  with  leave  of  absence  pay,  because  it  happens 
that  I  have  heard  from  sources  which  I  believe 
worthy  of  the  highest  credit,  that  Lieutenant 
Maury  was  dropped  from  the  list  of  active  offi- 
cers ol  the  Navy,  and  placed  in  the  honorable  posi- 
tion of  leave  of  absence  pay  on  the  retired  list,  in 
obedience  to  the  letter  or  the  law,  which  rcmiired 
the  board  to  report  what  officers  were  capable  of 
performing  promptly  and  efficiently  all  their  duties 


both  ashore  and  afloat.  I  have  also  been  informed 
that  Lieutenant  Maury  had  repeatedly  reported 
himself  as  incompetent,  by  reason  of  physical  in- 
finnity,  to  do  duty  afloat.  What,  then,  was  the 
board  to  do?  Commodore  Stewart  has  been  re- 
ferred to.  Now  1  have  been  informed,  and  1  be- 
lieve the  fact  to  be,  that  Commodore  Stewart  re- 
Seatedly  reported  himself  as  incompetent  to  do 
uty  afloat,  by  reason  of  his  advanced  age. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  wish  to  ask  the  honor- 
able Senator  a  question  for  the  purpose  of  cor- 
recting what  has  been  stated  by  nimself.  I  pre- 
sume the  honorable  Senator  does  not  mean  to 
say  that  he  has  lK«en  informed  by  Lieutenant 
Maury  that  he  has  ever  reported  himself  as  incom- 
petent for  duty  afloat. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.    I  did  not  say  that. 

Mr.  SEWARD,  Itis  due  to  tlie  Senator  and  to 
Lieutenant  Maury  to  say  that  it*  is  an  entire 
misapprehension,  that  Lieutenant  Maury  ever 
reported  himself  unfit  for  duty,  either  ashore  or 
afloat;  and  he  occupies  that  ground  now. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  It  would  be  unfortunate 
if  there  was  a  misiinderstanding  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  MASON.  Will  the  Senator  allow  me  to 
internipt  him  for  a  moment .' 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.     Certainly. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  did  not  interrupt  the  Senator 
before,  because  I  was  hesitating  in  my  recollec- 
tion of  a  conversation  with  that  very  officer  re- 
cently. I  do  not  think  I  recollect  it  inaccurately, 
and  my  impressions  are  confirmatory  of  those  of 
the  honoraole  Senator  from  New  York,  that  he 
not  only  had  not  so  reported  himself,  but  that  he 
had  been  an  applicant  several  times  for  active 
sea  service. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  The  Senator  from  Virginia 
is  right;  that  is  the  fact. 

Mr.  MASON.    That  is  my  impression. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  The  staunnent  which  I 
have  heard  I  have  stated..  Honorable  Senators 
here  have  heard  different  statements.  The  state- 
ment which  I  have  heard  was,  that  Lieutenant 
Maury  did  attempt  to  do  duty  afloat,  and  found 
himself  unable  to  do  so,  and  was  reported  by  the 
surgeons,  after  an  examination,  unaole  to  do  that 
duty.  That  has  been  communicated  to  me  from 
sources  which  I  deem  entitled  to  credit.  Lieu- 
tenant Maury  having,  however,  himself  stated  to 
these  Senators  that  it  is  a  mistake,  I  unhesita- 
tingly withdraw  the  statement. 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Tennessee.  I  suppose  it  is 
true  that,  at  the  time  Lieutenant  Maury  received 
an  injury  by  the  fracture  of  his  leg,  he  was  re- 
ported as  unfit  for  duty. 

Mr.  SEWARD.    Never  by  himself. 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Tenneaaee.  He  held  himself 
unfit  for  duty  during  that  time,  but  1  think  that 
was  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  since.  A  few  years 
afterwards  he  considered  himself  abundantly  able 
and  efficient  to  perform  any  duties  to  which  he 
might  be  assigned  afloat  or  ashore,  and  he  made 
direct  and  earnest  application  to  be  assigned  to 
sea  service  during  the  Mexican  war,  but  was  re- 
fused. Ever  since  he  recovered  from  the  accident 
to  which  I  have  alluded,  he  has  considered  him- 
self able,  and  now  regards  himself  able,  to  perform 
efficiently  any  duty  to  which  he  may  be  assigned 
by  the  Grovemmenl. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  Mr.  President,  the  expla- 
nations given  by  honorable  Senators  around  me 
only  show  the  fact,  at  all  events,  that  what  I 

Ereviously  stated  in  relation  to  the  action  of  this 
oard,  and  the  firmness  of  the  executive  officer 
who  was  called  upon  to  carry  it  out,  and  tlic 
action  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
form  the  fullest  demonstration  to  Congress  and 
the  country  that  they  were  doing  what  they  be- 
hoved tlie  propriety  of  official  /conduct  required. 
As  regards  Lieutenant  Maury's  case,  I,  of  course, 
withdraw,  OS  I  said  just  now,  everything  I  stated 
in  regard  to  it,  though  what  I  said  is  based  upon 
what  I  doL-m  to  be  reliable  authority.  I  should 
not  have  referred  to  his  name,  I  should  not  have 
referred  to  the  name  of  any  gentleman  in  the 
service  on  this  occasion,  because  my  object  was 
not  to  defend  the  action  of  this  board  in  detail. 
I  have  never  examined  it  in  detail,  and  I  doubt 
very  much  whether  I  ever  shall.  I  doubt  very 
much  whether  it  is  my  duty  to  examine  it  in 
detail.  It  is  a  matter  which  has  gone  beyond  the 
jurisdiction  of  Congress.  It  is  a  law  which  has 
been  executed.  And  I  repent  what  was  said  by 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  that, 
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in  my  estimation,  it  is  beyond  the  power  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  to  repeal  the  law, 
so  as  to  give  any  effective  action  to  the  repeaL 
By  this  Taw,  these  lists  of  public  officers  were 
formed,  and  their  position  in  the  public  service 
assigned  them — a  retired  lis^with  lenye  of  absence 

Cay,  and  a  retired  list  with  furlough  pay,  created 
y  Congress.  Officers  have  been  placf^d  on  theae 
lists  under  the  authority  of  law,  and  other  otfi- 
cers  have  been  advanced  in  the  service  and  pro- 
moted in  grade,  to  take  the  places  of  those  who 
have  been  put  on  these  retired  lists.  What  effect 
a  repeal  of  the  law  could  have,  passes  my  com- 

Crehcnsion.     The  repeal  of  tlie  law  does  not  put 
ack  officers   who  have  been  retired  from  the 
service,  on  the  active  list. 

Wliat  can  the  Senate  do  ?  Shall  we  in  execu- 
tive session  refuse  to  confirm  the  nominations 
made  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  of- 
ficers in  the  place  of  those  who  may  have  been 
retired?  We  may,  under  those  circumstances, 
do  injustice  to  the  officers  whom  the  President 
proposes  to  advance  by  a  grade  of  seniority;  but 
we  cannot  put  back  those  who  liave  been  dropped. 
We  may  compel  the  President,  by  our  rejection 
of  the  nominations  next  in  grade,  to  send  us  other 
nominations,  but  we  cannot  force  him  to  send  us 
the  nominations  of  the  men  whom  he  has  dropjied. 
If  our  object  be  to  do  justice  to  those  officers  who 
may  have  been  injuriously  or  unjustly  affected 
by  the  action  of  the  naval  board  or  by  the  Pres- 
ident, I  know  of  but  one  way  in  which  that  jus- 
tice can  be  done.  It  can  be  done  by  the  Exec- 
utive upon  satisfactory  proof  afforded  to  him 
that  the  officer  who  has  been  placed  either  upon 
the  retired  or  furlough  list,  or  who  htia  been  en- 
tirely dropped  from  the  .service,  has  been  wrong- 
fully and  unjustly  treated;  and  upon  the  Pres- 
ident being  satisfied  on  that  point,  we  are  in- 
formed, and,  no  man  can  doubt,  truly  informed, 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  the  officers  thus 
unjustly  treated  will  receive  signal  satisfaction  by 
restoration  to  the  grade  and  to  ilic  appointments 
of  which  they  have  wrongfully  been  deprived. 
The  remedy  lies  in  the  Executive,  and  in  tlie 
Executive  alone.  We  cannot  undo  an  executed 
law.  I  do  not  think  that  it  is  within  the  ingenu- 
ity of  any  gentleman  on  this  floor  to  devise  means 
by  which  Congress  can  entirely  repeal  the  law 
which  we  passed  at  the  last  session,  and  undo 
the  executive  action  which  has  taken  place.  How 
can  we  force  the  Executive  to  put  oack  in  the 
list  of  the  officers  who  comprise  the  active  Ust  of 
the  Navy  any  one  of  those  whom  he  has  thought 
proper  to  drop  from  the  service  ?  If  we  know  of 
men  unjustly  dropped,  we  can,  either  as  the  con- 
stitutional advisers  of  tiie  Executive,  in  secret  ses- 
sion, take  up  the  case  of  any  particular  officer,  or 
we  can,  in  our  capacity  as  representatives  of  tho 
sovereign  States,  in  wnose  be  naif  we  have  seats 
upon  this  floor,  call  upon  the  Executive,  and 
with  proper  proofs  and  proper  recommenda- 
tions engage  his  action  in  behalf  of  officers  who 
have  been  unjustly  treated.  But  congressional 
legislation,  in  my  jud^ent.  (and  I  say  it  with 
great  deference  to  the  distinguished  Senators  who 
have  preceded  me,)  is  inappropriate,  will  be  inef- 
fective, and,  if  it  has  any  effect  at  all,  will  do  harm 
instead  of  doing  good. 

Thus  much  I  have  thought  proper  to  say  upon 
the  spur  of  the  occasion.  What  I  have  said  must 
bear  to  Senators  the  aprifearance  of  very  desultory 
remark.  I  had  no  idea  tliat  this  debate  was  coming 
up  tliis  morning.  I  had  not  prepared  myself  for 
saying  a  word  on  the  subject;  but  I  think  that, 
with  a  hitle  time  and  a  little  examination,  I  could 
thoroughly  satisfy  the  Senate  and  the  country 
that  notliing  we  can  do  here,  by  way  of  legislative 
action,  is  at  all  a  remedy  for  any  injustice  or 
wrong  that  may  have  been  committed. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  What  is  the  ques- 
tion before  the  Senate  ? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Bf.li.,  of 
Te'nnessee.)  The  only  question  before  the  Sen- 
ote  is  the  reference  of  the  memorial  presented  by 
the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  thought  that 
had  been  permitted  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  was  passed 
over  temporarily.  This  incidental  debate  has 
been  indulged  by  the  Chair,  because  the  Senate 
seemed  disposed  to  hear  the  remarks  of  gentle- 
men ,  thougii  not  strictly  in  order 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.    My  motive  for 
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asking  the  question  was  to  ascertain  whether  it 
woulu  be  in  order  for  me  now  to  call  up  a  reso- 
lution which  I  had  the  honor  to  submit  to  the 
Senate  at  an  early  day  of  the  session.  You  will 
remember,  Mr.  Presiaent,  that  I  offered  a  resolu- 
tion calling  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to 
furnish  the  Senate  with  the  proceedings  of  the 
naval  board,  with  their  report,  and  all  papers  con- 
nected therewith.  In  accordance  with  the  sug- 
festion  of  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
Irodhkad,]  and  of  ray  colleague — now  occupy- 
ing the  chair — I  agreed  that  that  resolution  might 
lie  on  tlie  table;  first,  on  the  ground  that  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  [Mr. 
Mallort]  was  not  tlien  present;  and  second, 
because  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of*  the  Navy 
had  not  been  received.  Yielding  to  these  sug- 
gestions, I  allowed  the  resolution  to  lie  on  the 
table,  where  it  has  slept  until  the  present  time. 

With  all  due  deference  to  the  opiniqn  of  gen- 
tlemen who  have  preceded  me  in  this  debate,  I 
think  that  the  first  step  we  ought  to  take  in  this 
matter  is  to  pass  the  resolution  which  1  have  sub- 
mitted. It  seems  to  me  we  are  now  acting  u])on 
this  question  very  much  in  the  dark,  and  I  fear 
that  we  are  ourselves  falling  into  the  very  erroi* 
which  we  are  disposed  to  condemn  in  the  naval 
board.  Censures  have  been  cast  upon  the  action 
of  that  board.  The  chief  objection  I  have  to  its 
action  is,  that  we  know  nothing  about  the  motives 
or  reasons  that  prompted  the  board  in  their  action. 
The  resolution  which  I  offered  was  calculated  and 
intended  to  elicit  that  information,  which  would 
enable  tlie  Senate  to  form  a  correct  judgment 
upon  the  subject-matter. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Will  the  honorable  Senator 
allow  his  resolution  to  be  read  for  information.^ 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.     Certainly. 

The  Secretary  read  it  as  follows: 

Resoltftd,  That  Uie  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  directed  to 
l\jrni>(h  tlie  Senate  with  a  copy  of  the  procoedin«rs  of  the 
board  of  navy  officers,  appointed  under  the  act  of  Conifress 
|jn««4>d  on  the  *28tJi  day  of  February,  1855,  entiUed  "An 
act  to  proDiotettice^ciency  of  the  Navy,"  embracini;  such 
charge:;  as  have  been  preferred  again.>^i  tJie  sevHral  otficcrs 
of  tlie  Navy  wlio  hav*  l»cen  dismissed  from  the  public  ser- 
vice or  placed  on  the  reserved  list. 

Mr.  HALE.  At  the  suggestion  of  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Tennessee,  who  has  yielded 
me  the  floor  for  the  purpose,  I  wish  to  move  that 
the  memorial  which  I  presented  lie  on  tlie  table 
for  the  present.  1  shall  make  that  motion  before 
I  sit  down,  for  the  reason  that,  at  the  su^sjestion 
of  several  gentlemen,  I  find  that  it  is  desirable  to 
have  some  consultation  as  to  what  disposition 
shall  be  ultimately  made  of  it;  but  before  I  make 
that  motion,  I  wish  to  answer  a  single  suggestion 
of  the  Senator  from  Louisiana,  [Mr.  Benjamin.] 

That  Senator  thinks  I  labor  under  a  great  mis- 
take, which,  he  sajs,  lay  at  the  basis  of  my  re- 
marks, in  supposmg  that  naval  officers  had  a 
vested  right  in  their  commissions.  Now,  sir, 
my  views  of  that  subject  are  these:  I  think  they 
have  a  right  to  possess  and  enjoy,  under  their 
commissions,  ever)rthing which  tney  had  by  law 
when  their  commissions  werQ  given  to  them. 
Their  commissions  were  ffiven  to  them,  subject  to 
be  removed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States 
or  the  finding  of  a  court-martial.  I  think  those 
^'ere  the  only  two  cases  of  removal  provided  for. 
Beyond  the  finding  of  a  court-martial,  or  the 
mere  arbitrary  exercise  of  the  President's  power, 
I  contend  that  an  oflficer  of  the  Nevy  had  exactly 
as  vested  a  right  in  his  commission  as  any  gen- 
tleman on  this  floor  has  to  the  term  for  which  he 
is  elected,  or  which  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  have  for  the  terms  for  which  they  are 
appointed;  and  that  you  cannot  legislate  them 
out  of  oflUce.  You  may  pass  an  act  disbanding 
the  Navy;  you  may  pass  an  act  repealing  the  act 
f?stablibhing  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States;  but  you  cannot  establish  a  tribunal  which 
shall  try  the  Judges  for  acts  that  have  long  since 
been  done,  and  make  a  rule  of  evidence  app!)fing 
to  them  which  did  not  apply  when  the  acts  were 
done,  because  it  would  be  an  ex  jpost  facto  law. 
If  you  cannot  serve  the  Judges  ot  the  Supreme 
Court  so,  you  cannot  serve  ofiicers  of  the  Navy 
so. 

This  is  not  a  case  of  removal  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States.  The  President  never  had, 
until  this  act  was  passed,  the  power  of  puttins:  a 
man  on  the  retired  list;  and  for  ten  years  he  iid 
not  possess  even  the  right  of  putting  naval  officers 
on  furlough  pay.    My  objection  is,  not  that  these 


gentlemen  had  vested  rights,  but  that  their  rights, 
such  as  they  were,  have  been  taken  from  them 
by  a  new  tribunal,  which  creates  new  offenses  and 
establishes  new  rules  of  evidence.  They  had  a 
vested  right  in  their  reputation;  they  had  a  vested 
right  in  everything  which  they  had  secured  by  a 
fife  of* honorable  service;  they  had  a  vested  right 
in  the  esteem  of  all  good  men;  they  had  a  vested 
right  in  the  consoqurncos  which  lolloiW  an  hon- 
orable and  arduous  devotion  to  their  profession; 
and  no  power,  short  of  a  tyrannical  one,  would 
divest  them  of  it  except  by  the  operation  of  the 
laws  of  the  land;  and  that  phrase  means  laws 
which  operate  pfospectively,  and  not  retrospect- 
ively. This  is  what  I  meant.  I  never  supposed — 
I  am  not  such  an  **  old  fogy"  as  that — tliat  these 
gentlemen  had  a  vested  right  in  their  offices  in  the 
sense  in  which  the  Senator  understood  me;  but 
they  had  some  rights.  My  complaint  of  this  law 
is,  that  it  treats  them  as  if  they  nad  no  rights  at 
all. 

A  word  now  to  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania, 
[Mr.  Broduead.]  I  never  impeached  the  motives 
of  this  board;  I  only  stated  facts.  1  say  the  law 
Would  not  permit  such  men  to  sit  in  civil  cases. 
I  believe  there  is  as  much  human  nature  in  a  naval 
officer  as  in  anybody  else.  The  law  will  not  per- 
mit a  judge  or  juryman  to  sit  in  a  case  in  which 
he  is  interested.  If  an  action  at  law  had  been 
brought  against  Mr.  Stevens  to  recover  posses- 
sion of  the  house  in  which  he  lived,  no  juryman 
could  have  sat  upon  that  tribunal  to  find  a  ver- 
dict that  it  was  not  his  house,  when  the  result  of 
that  verdict  would  be  to  give  the  house  to  the 
juryman.  The  world  would  have  cried  out 
ao^amst  such  a  transaction.  I  say,  then,  that  no 
tribunal  has  a  right  to  sit  and  try  him  on  an  issue 
to  take  that  fVom  him  which  is  worth  infinitely 
more  to  him  than  his  house — his  reputation,  his 
honorable  fame,  and  his  well-earned  and  merito- 
rious position — when  the  members  of  that  tri- 
bunal are  interested  in  displacing  him,  any  more 
than  jurymen  have  a  right  to  sit  on  an  issue  to 
find  that  the  house  he  lived  in  was  not  his,  if  the 
house  was  to  ga  to  the  jurymen  if  the  holder  was 
ousted.  I  now  make  the  motion  that  the  memo- 
rial lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  ask  the  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire  to  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Am  I  not  entitled 
to  the  floor  .^  I  yielded  to  the  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senator 
fVom  New  Hampshire  moved  that  the  memorial 
be  laid  on  the  taole.  That  motion  is  not  debata- 
ble, but  the 'Senator  Mm  Florida  has  asked  him 
to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  trust  the  Senator  from 
New  Hampshire  will  withdraw  the  motion,  in 
order  to  enable  me  to  make  a  few  remarks  in 
reply  to  what  he  said. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  would  do  so  with  all  my  heart, 
but  I  am  bound  to  the  Senator  from  Tennessee, 
who  gave  me  the  floor  to  make  the  motion. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  The  purpose  of 
tlie  Senator  from  Florida  will  be  subserved  pres- 
ently, if  he  will'  wait  until  my  resolution  shall 
come  up  for  action. 

Mr.  MALLORY.    Very  well. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
is  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, that  the  memorial  which  he  has  presented 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  motioi>  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  the 
Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  submitted  by  him  on  the  19th  of  De- 
cember last,  calling  for  a  copy  of  the  pro*ceedings 
of  the  naval  board,  and  of  any  cnarges  filed 
against  the  officers  retired  or  dismissed. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  You  will  remem- 
ber very  well,  Mr.  President,  the  circumstances 
under  which  this  resolution  was  offered,  and  the 
motives  and  reasons  which  influenced  me  in  per- 
mitting it  to  lie  on  the  table  for  so  long  a  period 
of  time.  As  those  reasons  no  longer  exist,  I 
have  asked  the  Senate  to  take  it  up  at  the  present 
time.  It  occurs  to  my  mind  that  we  have  com- 
menced at  the  wrong  end,  if  we  intend  or  expect 
to  atUiin  results  that  will  be  acceptable  to  our- 
selves and  to  the  country.  The  question  of  the 
repeal  of  the  law  of  the  last  session  is  not,  as  I 
understand,  before  the  Senate,  nor  is  it  likely  to 
be  before  us  at  an  early  day.    The  Senator  from 


Louisiana  [Mr.  Benjamin]  seems  to  assume  (hnt 
we  have  no  power  to  repeal  the  law;  or  that  if  we 
attempt  to  repeal  it,  the  effect  of  that  repeal  would 
be  wholly  insufficient  to  reach  and  remedy  the 
evil  ofwiiich  we  complain. 

Sir,  1  voted  for  the  law,  and  I  am  always  ready 
to  take  my  share  of  any  responsibility  which 
properly  attaches  to  any  act  of  my  life.  I  voted 
for  it  after  consultation  with  the  Senator  from 
Florida,  [Mr.  Mallort,]  who  is  now  at  the  head 
of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  with  the  full 
conviction  and  with  the  confident  hope  and  ex- 
pectation that  it  would  subserve  thh  great  purposes 
for  which  it  was  intended  by  that  Senator,  who 
is  the  author  of  it.  But  I  never  supposed  for  a 
single  moment  that  the  results  of  that  law  were 
to  be  what  we  now  find  them  to  be.  If  I  could 
have  imaj^incd  that  the  law  could  have  been  tor- 
tured and  perverted  to  purposes  so  unholy,  so 
wicked,  so  foreign  from  tne  spirit  and  the  genius 
of  (mr  institutions,  I  would  have  suffered  my 
riglff  arm  to  be  taken  from  my  body  sooner  than 
give  my  support  to  it.  In  my  judgment  the  law 
was  a  good  one,  but  I  beUeve  there  has  been  an 
improper  execution  of  it.  I  believe  the  law  has 
been  perverted  from  its  true  purposes,  has  been 
misconstrued,   and  has    been    made    to  accom- 

Elish  ends  never  contemplated  by  its  framers,  or 
y  any  spirit  of  equity  or  justice  known  to  our 
country.  Without  pretenaing  to  have  the  legal 
acumen  of  other  gentlemen,  I  challenge  any  one 
on  this  floor  to  show  me  power,  under  the  law, 
to  go  back  behind  the  records  of  the  country, 
and  condemn  American  citizens  without  being 
heard,  for  oflTenses  committed  years  before,  and 
of  which  they  had  in  some  cases  been  acquitted 
by  courts-martial?  Yet  such  charges,  it  is  said, 
were  brought  up  against  naval  officers  by  this 
board,  and  they  wore  tried,  condemned ,  and  exe- 
cuted without  a  hearing.  That  was  not  the  in- 
tention of  the  law,  and,  according  to  my  reading 
of  it,  was  not  in  accordance  with  its  letter  or  its 
spirit. 

Again,  sir,  where  do  you  find,  ii>  that  law, 
the  power  to  try  a  man  for  moral  offenses,  if  you 
please  to  call  them  so?  The  law  said  the  board 
qhould  examine  cautiously  and  closely,  and 
should  determine  the  capacity  of  the  officers  of 
the  Navy  for  the  performance  of  their  duties 
ashore  and  afloat.  Certainly  those  terms  applied 
to  the  physical  and  intellectual  capacity  of  a 
man.  Sir,  was  it  your  intention,  when  you  sup- 
ported that  law,  to  supersede  the  guarantees 
which  existing  laws  threw  around  officers  of  the 
Navy,  to  deprive  them  of  that  protection  m'hich 
was  aflfordca  them  by  the  existing  institution  of 
courts-martial,  and  to  take  from  them  all  their 
rights  on  mere  rumor?  Did  you  suppose  a  man 
would  be  tried  without  his  having  an  opportu- 
nity of  confronting  the  witnesses  against  him, 
ana  that  hh  would  be  condemned  and  executed 
as  a  criminal  without  a  hearing?  That,  in  my 
judgment,  was  not  the  law. 

But,  sir,  I  did  not  rise  to  address  the  Senate  as 
to  the  proper  construction  of  the  law.  I  rose  to 
say  a  tew  words  upon  the  question  properly  pre- 
sented by  the  resolution  under  consideration.  I 
deem  it  respectful  to  the  head  of  the  Department 
of  the  Navy,  I  deem  it  respcctflll  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  tdeem  it  respectful  to  the 
naval  board,  to  call  for  the  testimony  upon  which 
they  have  acted.  Surely  we  cannot  suppose  that 
they  acted  without  testimony.  If  they  did,  they 
are  '*  doubly  damned.*'  If  they  actea  upon  tes- 
timony, where  is  it?  Have  we  not  a  right  to 
know  what  the  testimony  is?  The  Senator  from 
Louisiana  says  that  we  are  particeps  criminis  in 
this  transaction,  and  that,  if  there  is  anything 
wrong,  we,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
are  responsible.  For  myself,  I  utterly  repuaiaie 
the  idea  that  I  am  responsible  for  any  portion  of 
this  wrong.  I  deny  that  any  portion  of  the  injus- 
tice that  has  been  uone  to  honorable  men  attaches 
in  any  degree  whatever  to  myself.  If  other  gen- 
tlemen choose  to  appropriate  it  to  themselves,  it 
is  a  matter  of  taste  aoout  which  I  have  no  right 
to  complain.  I  hold  that  the  responsibility  rests 
upon  tne  President,  upon  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  and  upon  the  board.  I,  for  one,  shall 
hold  them  to  that  responsibility.  If  the  law  was 
defective,  as  probably  it  may  have  been,  let  us 
correct  the  defect;  and  if  they  have  improperly 
executed  the  law,  let  us  hold  them  to  an  account 
for  it.    Sir,  is  it  not  a  monstrous  idea  to  suppose 
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that,  when  we,  as  a  legislative  body,  have  passed 
a  law  which  gentlpmen  say  has  operated  to  the 
prejudice  of  a  portion  of  our  constituency,  wc 
nave  no  remedy  whatever  by  which  we  can  restore 
those  men  to  the  rights  of  which  they  have  been 
deprived  ?  If  we  have  done  them  a  wrong,  are 
we  not  bound,  as  honorable  men,  by  every  con- 
sideration of  justice,  of  patriotism,  and  of  con- 
science, to  put  them  rignt?  I  am  prepared  to 
do  it. 

Mr.  President,  my  objection  to  the  action  of 
this  board  is  different  from  any  which  has  yet 
been  stated.  I  believe  now  that  the  law  in  itself 
is  a  good  law.  I  am  ready  to  stand  by  it,  and  to 
make  such  amendments  as  may  be  deemed 
necessary  to  carry  out  its  real  spirit.  I  never 
contemplated  any  such  results  as  have  appeared, 
or  I  never  could  have  supported  it.  My  objection 
is  to  the  results  that  have  flown  from  it;  and  now 
I  cull  upon  the  American  Senate  to  determine 
whether  anyfiody  expected  that  men  were  to  be 
tried  without  a  hearing  for  offenses  whicP,  if 
established,  should  consign  them  to  the  lowest 
depths  of  infamy  and  disgiiice?  It  is  repugnant 
to  every  principle  of  the  Constitution  and  to  all 
our  ideas  of  justice  and  fair  dealing:.  Some  gen- 
tlemen who  were  tried  by  that  board  were  far 
away  from  the  scene  of  its  labors.  I  know  of 
one  case  to  which  1  may  refer.  I  shall  not  men- 
tion names,  because  I  do  not  choost)  to  go  into 
individual  cases;  but  I  know  a  case  where  a  man, 
upon  rumor,  was  an'aigned  before  that  board 
when  he  was  five  thousand  miles  from  home, 
wrving  nobly  under  the  banner  of  his  country. 
That  man,  upon  mere  rumor,  was  charged  be- 
fore tliis  botu'd  with  an  offense  which,  if  proved, 
should  put  him  outside  the  pale  of  honorable 
civilizajLion,  and  separate  him  from  the  service. 
He  w;u}  tried,  condemned,  and  dismissed  from 
the  American  Navy  without  a  hearing  I  Mr. 
President,  is  it  possible  that  we  have  reached 
that  period  in  our  history  when  an  American 
Senate  can  for  a  single  moment  tolerate  a  princi- 
ple like  this?  The  veriest  criminal  that  walks 
your  streets,  who  violates  every  law  of  your 
couulrVt  who  outrages  every  principle  of  human- 
ity and  every  feehng  of  decency,  when  arre.sltd, 
has  Si'cund  to  him,  by  the  Constitution  and  the 
genius  of  the  country,  a  fair  and  impartial  trial; 
he  is  allowed  an  opportunity  of  confronting  his 
accu«er  and  of  meeting  the  witnesses  ao;ainst  him 
face  to  face.  Not  so  with  an  officer  of  the  Amer- 
ican Navy. 

Mr.  DENJ  AMIN.  Will  the  gentleman  allow 
me  in. this  coimection  tti  put  a  qui'Siion  to  him? 

Mr'.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.     With  pleasure. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  How  did  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  when  he  voted  for  this  law, 
understiind  that  portion  of  it  was  to  be  executed, 
which  provided  that,  after  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  had  consulted  the  board  as  to  the  emciiucy 
of  an  officer  to  perform  his  duty  ashore  and  afloat, 
the  board  should  also  report  whether,  in  their 
opinion,  the  incompetency  had  aris^^n  from  any 
cause  implying  sufficient  blame  on  the  part  of 
the  officer  to  justify  them  in  recommending  that 
his  name  be  stricken  from  the  rolls?  Dia  the 
gentleman, in  voting  for  that  provision  of  the  law, 
mink  that  a  court-martial  was  provided  for? 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  will  answer  the 
gentleman  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure.  I  cx- 
pectid  that  when  the  board  assembled  they  would 
DC  subjected  to  all  the  responsibilities  known  to 
a  fair  and  impartial  trial.  I  expected  that,  when 
they  were  called  on  to  discharge  this  unpleasmit 
duty,  they  would  lake  upoi>  themselves  all  the 
obligations  imposed  by  law  on  men  placed  in  sim- 
ilar circumstances.  I  think  common  sense  dic- 
tated, and  I  am  sure  justice  required,  that  when 
the  board  reported  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
that  A,  B,  and  C  were  oupposed  to  be  guilty  of 
offenses  inconsistent  with  a  continuance  in  the 
public  service,  the  accused  would  at  once  have 
been  notifled  of  the  clmrges  preferred  against 
them,  and  summoned  to  appear  either  before  the 
board,  or  before  a  court-martial  convened  by  the 
President  for  the  purpose,  where  the  poor  culprits 
might  have  had   accorded    to  them  the  humble 

f»rivilcge  which  is  accorded  to  every  felon  on  the 
lighway,  of  being  informed  of  the  charge  against 
hirn,  and  of  having  an  opportunity  to  disprove  it. 
That  I  expected,  and  that  I  shall  demand  here, 
as  one  of  the  Representatives  of  the  States  of  tliis 
(Jnion. 


That,  however,  was  not  the  course  of  proceed- 
ing When  the  finding  of  the  board  was  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  what 
did  he  say?  He  admitted  tliat  there  were  errors 
in  it.  He  admitted  that  wrong  was  committed. 
He  said  that  whilst  errors  mi^ht exist,  and  doubt- 
less did  exist,  he  advis»^d  the  President  to  approve 
the  report.  The  President  approved  the  finding 
of  the  board  on  that  recommendation  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy,  admitting,  on  the  face  of  the 
paper,  that  there  were  wrongs  in  it.  In  the  name 
of  heaven,  I  ask  the  Senator  from  Louisiana  how 
he  can  reconcile  the  finding  of  that  board  and  its 
approval  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  the 
President,  to  any  principle  of  justice?  Suppose 
there  were  ninety -nine  guilty  men  and  one  inno- 
cent man — because  it  was  too  troublesome  to  get 
at  the  facts,  should  the  innocent  man  be  consigned 
to  infamy  and  di.sgrace  ?  Sir,  the  higher  law — not 
the  political  higher  law,  but  the  higher  law  of 
Goil  and  morality — says  that  it  is  better  that 
ninety-nine  guilty  should  go  unpunished  than  that 
one  innocent  man  should  suffer.  And  yet  this 
board  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  the 
President  have  reversed  this  great  principle  of 
morality,  and  they  say  that,  when  they  wish  to 
[mnish  the  ninety-nine,  the  one  innocent  man 
must  suffer  with  them. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  desire  to  ask  the  honor- 
able Senator  whether  lie  is  informed  by  rumor, 
or  otherwise,  that  this  board  kept  minutes  or  re- 
cords ? 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Te^inessee.  I  disUke  very 
much  at  any  time  in  addressing  the  Senate  to  rely 
on  mere  rumor,  because  we  all  know  how  very 
unroUable  rumor  is.  I  have  heard  that  no  min- 
utes were  k«'pt.  I  have  heard  that  there  was  no 
report.  I  have  heard  that  there  was  not  the 
scratch  of  a  pen  to  be  found,  explaining  the  con- 
duct of  tlie  board.  I  have  heard  these  things,  but 
I  have  no  right  to  know  them,  and,  ihertifore,  I 
offer  my  resolution  to  give  the  Secretary  of  tlie 
Navy  and  the  naval  board  a  chance  to  let  us 
know  the  i::round  of  their  action.  I  do  not  desire 
to  establish  any  stjcrot  inquisition  upon  them.  I 
do  not  desire  to  fail  into  the  very  error  which  1 
think  they  have  committed,  of  trying  men  with- 
out giving  them  an  opportunity  to  be  heard.  For 
this  reason  I  assume*  that  there  is  a  record,  and, 
therefore,  I  have  called  upon  them  to  present  it. 
Now,  if  it  should  turn  out,  as  rumor  says,  that 
there  is  no  record,  I  want  them  to  be  made  to 
answer  for  having  kept  none. 

Mr.  SEWARD,  u  is  precisely  for  that  reason 
that  I  desired,  in  connection  with  the  honorable 
Senator's  remarks,  tliat  tlie  fact  might  go  out  to 
the  country.  He  has  given  a  strong  reason  for 
voting  for  the  resolution.  Let  the  world  know 
precisely  how  this  thing  standi^,  and  let  the  Sen- 
ate procetd,  just  as  the  honorable  Senator  pro- 
ceeds, in  the  Witimute  and  proper  way  to  ascer- 
tain the  fact.  I  think  it  is  right  for  the  Senate  to 
call  for  it. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennes.see.  I  was  actuated 
by  that  motive  alone.  I  do  not  know  whether 
they  kept  minutes  of  th»^ir  proceedings,  and 
whether  they  made  a  detailed  report,  or  not.  < 
That  is  a  matter  for  them  and  not  for  me;  but  1 
am  for  performing  my  duty  here  as  a  Senator. 
It  seems  that  I  have  been  made  a  party  to  thi» 
transaction  by  voting  for  the  law.  i  believe  that 
the  law  has  been  perverted  from  its  true  purpose, 
and  that  results  nave  followed  injurious  to  the 
public  service,  and  dangerous  to  the  public  mo- 
rality of  the  country,  and  that  finally,  if  persist- 
ed in,  the  result  must  be  the  utter  destruction  of 
the  Navy,  Why»  sir,  the  pestilence  which  per- 
vaded afkortion  of  the  South  during  the  last  year 
was  not  more  terrific  in  its  effects  than  the  pesti- 
lence which  has  swept  over  the  Navy  by  the 
action  of  this  board.  Out  of  seven  hundred 
naval  officera,  two  hundred  and  one  have  been 
consigned  to  their  official  graves.  The  State 
which  you  and  I,  Mr.  President,  represent, 
mourns  her  sons.  Some  of  them,  perhaps,  are 
now  standing  within  the  sound  of  my  voice, 
asking  why  they  have  been  dismissed  from  the 
public  service,  what  charg«?8  were  preferred 
against  thcni,  and  upon  what  ground  tiiey  have 
been  tried,  condemned,  and  executed?  Neither 
you  nor  I,  nor  any  other  man  in  the  Senate,  is 
able  to  answer  that  question.  Can  we  satisfy 
our  consciehces,  or  our  constituents,  that  men 
who  have  devoted  their  lives  and  their  honors  to 
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the  public  service  ore  to  be  sacrificed  as  mere 
doo:s,  without  being  heard  ?  No,  sir,  there  is  but 
one  voice  and  one  sentiment  in  the  State  which 
you  and  I  represent,  and  that  is  universal  aston- 
ishment, condemnation,  and  execration  at  the 
manner  in  which  this  law  has  been  executed.  I 
seek  to  correct  that. 

My  honorable   friend  from   Louisiana,  with 
whom  1  am  in  the  habit  of  concurring  upon  almost 
every  (Question,  says  that  even  General  Jackson, 
with  his  iron  nerve,  would  not  have  had  the 
moral  courage  to  dismiss  two  liundred  men  from 
the  Navy,  unaided,  I  presume  he  meant  to  say, 
by  the  counsel  of  a  ooard.     No,  sir;  and  my 
friend  mi§ht  have  gone  much  further  than  that. 
He  might  have  said  that  General  Jackson  would 
not  have  had  the  moral  courage,  nor  would  he 
have  had  the  heart  to  do  it.     He  might  have 
gone  further,  and  said  that  the   Father  of  his 
Country  had  not  the  nerve  to  do  it,  and  never 
had  the  heart  to  do  it.     Do  you  suppose  ihcy 
would  propose  to  try  men  in  a  secret  conclave, 
worse  tlian  the  Spanish  Inquisition,  without  a 
warning,  without  a  single  note  of  preparation? 
The  first  intelligence  the  condemned  officers  had, 
was  that  their  heads  were  off,  and  they  dishonored 
and  disgniced.     If  I  were  perniilied  to  mention 
names  here,  I  should  like  to  ask  my  friend  to  tell 
me  why  A  or  B  was  dismissed  from  the  Navy. 
In  the  kindness  of  his  heart,  he  might  say  it  was 
for  some  infirmity,  perhaps  intemperance,  which 
is  a  weakness  that  pertains  to  most  of  us,  in  a 
greater  or  less  degree.     In  his  charitable  lieiu-t, 
which  I  know  is  filled  with  **  the  milk  of  human 
kindness,'*  that  illustrates  his  character,  he  might 
imagine  it  was  some  erratic  spirit  or  ti'mper  for 
which  he  had  been  dismissed.     Hut  when  I  ask 
another  man  why  he  was  dismissed  from  Ci\e 
Navy — when  1  ask  one  not  having  so  warm  and 
generous  a  heart  as  my  friend  from   Louisiana, 
he  may  .say  it  was  because  of  Bomc  undefined, 
unexplained  act  of  dishonor.     The  next  man  of 
whom  I  inquire  upon  the  subject,  one  more  unre* 
leming    and   bitter  in    his    feelings,   may  say, 
"Why,  sir,  he  was  tried  and  arraigned  for  cow- 
ardice."   The  next  man  1  meet,  aiid  to  whom  I 
propound  the  same  qu(  stion — one  with  a  heart 
still  more   sifelrd  againHt  the  charities  of  life, 
might  say,   '*They   discharged   the   fellow  (of 
felony." 

Have  you  not  placed  these  g«^ntlcmen  in  that 
po.sition.'  Are  their  chai-acters  not  left  liable  to 
suspicion?  14,'tlers  have  b»'en  ad  dressed  to  every 
member  of  the  naval  board,  a.'^king  why  they 
dismissed  certain  officers.  What  was  the  answer 
of  every  one?  Each  of  them  said,  **  I  am  estopped 
from  answering  for  the  board;  J  have  no  riglu  to 
tt'll  you  why  you  were  dismissed."  Thus  you 
open  the  door  for  all  sorts  of  fancy,  and  iniajfina- 
tion  runs  riot  as  to  the  cause  of  d  ismissal.  Ala- 
lignity  has  a  full  opportunity  to  display  its  work. 
A  man's  reputation,  which  is  d«?ar<*r  to  him  than 
life,  is  sacrificed  to  this  vague  and  indefinite  spirit 
of  conjecture  that  is  thrown  over  the  subject, 
simply  because  you  have  put  it  under  the  veil  of 
a  secret  conclavi?. ' 

Sir,  I  do  not  mean  to  attack  tlue  motives  of  the 
members  of  the  naval  board  at  this  time.  It  takes 
all  the  Christian  charity  which  I  have  got— and 
you  know,  sir,  that  no  man's  heart  is  more  filled 
with  that  virtue  than  mine  [laughter]— and  all  1 
can  borrow  froiu  my  neighbor,  [Mr.  Crittek- 
DEN,1  to  throw  the  mantle  of  charity  over  the 
board.  But  for  the  lives,  and  history,  aiid  ser- 
vices of  its  members,  1  should  have  no  hesitation 
in  pronouncing  a  sentence  of  condemnation,  fulb 
perfect,  and  unmitigated,  against  them;  but  I  for- 
bear; 1  wish  them  to  have  an  opportunity  to  an- 
swer for  themcelves.  Let  them  be  heai*d.  It 
requires  all  my  charity  to  believe  that  they  were 
actuated  by  the  purest  and  the  best  of  motives; 
but  I  will  not  impu2:n  their  purposes.  It  is  against 
then*  action  that  I  inveigh. 

I  have  not  gone  into  the  details  of  piiirticular 
cases.  I  have  said  thus  much  in  general  terms*, 
but  when  the  time  comes  for  the  examination  of 
the  subject  in  detail,  1  shall  liave  a  recoi-d  to  un- 
fold in  n'gard  to  which,  in  myjudgment,  tt'-c'^"^* 
ing  to  testimony  which  is  clear  to  my  mind,  the 
board  never  can  exonerate  themselves;  hut 
mean  to  be  more  just  to  them  than  they  h«ve 
been  to  their  brother  officers.  I  mean  that  th<^ 
shall  have  the  privilege,  at  least,  of  being  heard' 
In. that  view  I  nAvc  <3iered  the  resolution  under 
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consideration,  and  I  hope  the  Senate  will  adopt 
it. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  Mr.  President,  I  do  not 
intend  to  go  any  further  into  this  debate  than 
will  be  ncccs.sary  to  answer,  in  a  very  few  \^ords, 
one  or  two  questions  which  have  been  pro- 
pounded to  me  by  the  Senator  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  by  my  friend  from  Tennessee. 

The  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  says  that 
I  misapprehend  his  argument;  that  he  does  not 
mean  to  say  that  the  officers  of  the  Navy  have  a 
vested  interest  in  their  commissions  any  further 
than  this:  that  they  have  a  vested  interest  in 
their  commissions  whicli  deprives  the  Congress 
of  the  United  Stales,  or  any  Department  of  the 
Government,  of  the  right  of  turning  them  out 
of  the  service  except  in  such  manner  as  was  con- 
templated when  they  entered  the  service.  The 
Senator  then  asked  why  we  could  not,  in  the 
same  manner,  and  upon  the  same  grounds,  act 
upon  judges  of  courts  o{  the  United  States }  The 
answer  to  this  is  so  plain,  and  clear,  and  obvi- 
ous, that  I  am  astonished  at  the  question.  The 
members  of  the  judiciary  of  this  Government 
hold  their  commissions,  under  the  Constitution, 
** during  good  behavior.**  The  officers  of  the 
Government  in  question  hold  their  commissions 
during  thTi  pleasure  of  the  President. 

My  friend  from  Tennessee,  indorsing  the  argu- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire, 
still  persists  in  putting  it  before  Congress  and  the 
country  that  these  officers  have  been  charged  with 
a  criminal  offense,  tried,  condemned,  and  exe- 
cuted, without  a  hearing.  Mr.  President,  you  re- 
member well — my  friend  from  Tennessee  remem- 
bers well,  and  perhaps  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
refresh  the  memory  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire — that,  prior  to  the  year  1828,  there 
was  a  very  large  body  of  offices  m  this  country — 
the  civil  offices  of  the  Government — held  by  men 
"who  had  no  other  tenure  than  the  good  pleasure 
of  the  Executive;  and  about"  the  year  16^8  there 
was  a  revolution  in  the  Administration  of  this 
Government  on  that  subject,  and  nearly  every 
civil  officer — men,  some  of  iliem,  who  had  held 
from  boyhood  the  positions  upon  which  they 
relied  for  support  for  themselves  and  their  fami- 
lies,— men  against  whose  untarnished  reputation 
not  a  syllable  of  reproach  was  ever  uttered, — men 
w^ho  bore  themselves  as  loftily  in  social  positions, 
and  as  possessing  all  the  attributes  Which  should 
characterize  an  officer,  a  man,  or  a  gentleman, — 
these  men,  without  trial,  upon  the^nstigation  of 
cliques  of  village  politicians,  who  wanted  their 
places,  found  themselves  decapitated  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive of  tlie  United  States.  The  village  politi- 
cians, who  had  volunteered  themselves  into  an 
advisiory  board,  reported  upon  them,  and  look 
their  places;  and  yet  one  great  party  in  this  coun* 
try  was  found 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Mr.  President 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  My  friend  from  Tennessee 
need  not  rise;  it  does  not  touch  Iiim;  he  was 
against  it. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Perhaps  it  touches 
you.  ■ 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.     No,  sir;  I  was  against  it. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  merely  rise  to 
ask  my  friend  if  he  did  not  condemn,  in  the  most 
unmeasured  terms,  that  very  proceeding. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.    I  did. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  f^^"  come  over 
and  join  me,  and  condemn  this. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  1  will  tell  the  gentleman, 
in  a  few  minutes,  why  I  cannot  accept  his  very 
polite  invitation.  Mr.  President,  when  that  gen- 
eral removal  of  the  civil  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment took  place,  which  my  friend  from  Temies- 
see  and  myself  reprobated  at  the  time,  what  was 
the  motive?  It  was  to  carry  out  what  I  have 
ever  considered  the  vilest  revolutionary  doctrine 
that  ever  was  published  through  this  country — 
••  to  the  victors  belong  tlie  spoils.**  It  was  not 
because  the  President  of  the  United  Suites  did  not 
possess  the  power;  it  was  not  because  I  thought 
that,  in  the  unquestioned  exercise  of  that  consti- 
tutional i)Ower*,  he  was  not  right  in  discharging 
from  the  public  service  men  whom  he  might 
deem,  from  information  derived  from  any  source, 
incompetent  to  perform  their  public  duties,  that 
I  reprobated  the  adoption  of  that  political  prin- 
ciple; but  it  was  upon  the  ground  that  it  carried 
corruption  into  the  political  service;  that  it  made 
th(f  choice  of  the  orocer  dependent  not  upon  t^e 


question  of  his  capacity  to  perform  public  ser- 
vice; that  it  abandoned  the  old  JeOcrsonian  doc- 
trine of  inquiry  into  his  cajmcity  and  honesty, 
and  substituted  for  it  a  question  which,  in  my 
opinion,  was  corruptive  of  the  public  morals;  it 
was  for  that  reason  that  I  then  denounced  it,  and 
I  still  denounce  it. 

Sir,  when  certain  gentlemen,  [addressing  him- 
self to  Mr.  Hale,]  who  at  that  time  belonged  to 
the  party  which  adopted  that  principle,  main- 
tained it,  approved  it,  carried  it  out,  and,  in  their 
own  language,  struck  off  the  heads  of  honest  and 
honorable  and  competent  public  officers,  without 
inquiry,  without  charge,  without  knowledge  of 
their  own 

Mr.  HALE.  Point  to  somebody  else — ^not  to 
me.     I  did  not  do  it.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  Mr.  President,  nobody 
seems  to  be  willing  to  say  he  did  it.  Now,  sir, 
what  have  we  done  here — what  has  Congress 
done  here?  The  Congress  of  the  United  States 
has  simply  endeavored  to  have  a  discharge  from 
the  public  service  of  officers  whose  competency 
it  has  endeavored  to  lest  in  the  only  manner  in 
which,  I  submit,  it  was  possible  for  us  to  test  it — 
by  the  report  of  a  boara  of  brother  officers,  who 
alone  were  competent  to  judge  of  their  capacity 
and  efficiency  for  the  pulilic  service.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  asks  me  if,  with  the  kind 
heart  which  he  is  pleased  to  attribute  to  me — and 
which  I  do  not  feel  to  be  a  very  great  compliment, 
for  he  took  a  great  deal  more  to  himself— I  can 
approve  of  the  action  of  this  board  in  relation 
to  A,  B,  or  C?  Sir,  when  I  was  very  suddenly 
called  upon  to  state  my  opinions  in  thi^  debate, 
(very  suddenly,  indeeg,J  I  mentioned  that  I  had 
not  examined  the  list — that  1  was  not  aware  of, 
and  knew  no  means  of  becoming  acquainted  with 
the  fhct  whether  this  board  had  done  justice  or 
injustice  in  all  cases.  I  have  a  very  decided 
opinion  in  a  few  cases  that  have  come  to  my 
knowledge,  that  injustice  has  been  done. 

But  the  point  which  I  want  to brin^ prominently 
before  the  Senate  and  the  country  is  this:  there 
has  been  no  trial  of  anybody  on  any  charge. 
The  President  has  been  requested  by  Congress 
to  exercise  his  constitutional  prerogative  of  dis- 
missing inefficient  officers  from  the  public  service, 
to  the  end  that  he  might  perform  this  constitu- 
tional duty  with  every  possible  means  for  acquir- 
ing correct  information  which  it  was  within  the 
power  of  tlie  Congress  of  the  United  States  to 
furnish  him.  Congress  ordered  that  a  board  of 
officers  should  be  called — to  do  what?  To  advise 
the  President  in  relation  to  the  capacity  of  their 
brother  officers  to  do  ^he  duty  of  the  country 
ashore  and  afloat.  "SVhere,  then,  is  the  idea  of  a 
court?  My  honorable  friend  from  Missouri  [Mr. 
Geyer]  /Bu^^gested  to  me  just  now,  what  1  ought 
to  have  said  before,  that  if  a  court  had  been  pro- 
vided for  in  the  act  I  should  have  voted  against 
it.  I  had  no  idea  of  bringing  the  whole  body  of 
naval  officers  in  this  country  under  court-martial 
by  law.  I  had  no  idea  of  amending  the  law  creating 
courts-martial; and  if  the  Senator  from  Tennefesee 
expected  that,  under  the  operation  of  this  law,  any- 
thing like  a  court-martial  was  to  be  held,  I  submit 
to  him,  with  deference,  that  he  did  not  sufficiently 
study  the  words  of  the  law,  nor  examine  into  its 
spirit  or  intent.  Courts^iartial  enough  had  been 
held  in  the  naval  service;  courts-martial  onoufi:h 
can  be  held  under  our  present  system.  The  od- 
ject  was  to  furnish  the  President  with  an  advisory 
board. 

Let  us  take  a  familiar  illustration.  Suppose  I 
have  a  great  deal  of  building  going  on,  and  my 
work  is  not  done  well.  I  am  not  an  expert,  but 
I  have  a  large  number  of  contractors  and  work- 
men. I  find  that  my  work  is  not  well  done;  I 
find  that  it  is  not  progressing  with  sufficient  rap- 
idity, and  I  desire  therefore  to  discharge  the  in- 
competent workmen.  I  do  not  know  who  tliey 
are.  1  apply  to  half-a-dozen  of  them  in  whom! 
have  confidence,  to  report  to  me  which  of  the 
men  are  doing  their  work  well  and  which  are  not; 
and  upon  the  report  of  those  men,  in  whom  I 
must  nave  confidence,  for  1  have  no  other  source 
of  information,  I  drop  from  mv  service  those  who 
are  reported  to  me  as  not  working  readily,  stead- 
ily, and  with  efficiency — is  that  a  trial  for  a  crime  ? 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Will  my  friend 
allow  me  to  ask  him  a  question  at  this  point  of 
his  remarks? 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.     Yes.  sir. 


Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  will  take  my 
friend's  simile,  and  put  this  question  to  him: 
When  a  report  was  made  to  him  of  the  incompe- 
tency of  a  portion  of  his  hands,  would  he  not, 
as  a  just  man,  having  the  fortunes  of  those  men 
under  his  control,  if  one  of  them  came  to  him  and 
said,  "I  have  been  very  badly  treated;  I  have 
been  presented  to  you  as  unworthy  of  continua- 
tion in  your  service;  injustice  has  been  done  me; 
I  have  been  represented  on  rumor  as  having 
been  guilty  of  charges  of  which  I  am  innocent;** 
would  he  not  restore  that  man  to  his  service  on 
proof  oCthose  facts? 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  I  will  answer  the  Senator 
with  the  greatest  pleasure,  that  if  I  myself  pos- 
sessed, as  in  the  case  he  supposes  I  would  possess, 
supreme  power,  uniting,  m  the  illustration  sug- 
gested, tne  executive  with  the  legislative  and 
judicial  power  in  my  own  person,  J  could  then 
advise  myself  what  I  ought  to  do,  and  could  carry 
my  own  judgment  into  execution,  and  thus  repair 
any  wrong  which  might  have  been  done.  Uut 
what  I  now  insist  on  is  this:  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  being  divided  into  distinct  de- 
partments, and  requinng  the  eoncurrence  of 
various  departments  for  efficient  action  on  many 
occasions,  and  in  the  present  case,  the  Congnps 
and  the  Executive  having  combined  to  perlorm 
a  particular  act,  Congress  alone  cannot  undo 
it — I  say  it  required  the  action  of  Congress,  com- 
bined with  the  action  of  the  Executive,  to  put 
these  officers  out  of  the  service;  and  I  say  now 
the  action  of  Congress  alone  cannot  put  them 
back.  In  the  case  which  the  gentleman  supposes 
of  my  action  in  regard  to  my  own  empicyjs,  1 
could  put  them  bacK,  because  1  would  unite  both 
powers  in  myself. 

I  have  merely  said  these  few  words  in  answer 
to  the  remarks  which  have  been  dropjxd  from 
the  Senators  who  preceded  me,  and  particularly 
the  observations  of  my  friind  from  Tennosseo, 
who  seemed  to  think  this  was  the  first  tinn*  in 
the  history  of  the  Government,  that  officers  who 
held  their  tenure  during  the  good  pleasure  of 
the  Executive  had  been,  without  cause  assij^nid, 
dropped  from  the  public  service,  after  having 
spent  the  best  years  of  their  lives  in  the  su-vice. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  Mr.  President,  I  was  not 
altogetlier  unprepared  for  the  tone  in  which  the 
questions  before  the  country  in  relation  to  the 
naval  reform  bill  of  the  last  session  have  been 
discussed  to-day,  because  I  have  seen  causes  at 
work  out  of  doors  which  I  knew  would  ultimately  j 
bring  their  influence  to  bear  upon  the  Senate  As 
lying  at  the  foundation  of  the  argununt,  1  sliould 
like  to  hear  the  question  propouiidcd  by  tlio  "lion-** 
orable  Senator  from  Louisiana  answ*  red:  \vheth(;r" 
what  the  opponents  of  this  bill  are  aiming  at,  its 
repeal,  will  attain  the  remedy  they  seek  ?  It  is  a 
question  which  should  be  approached  calmly.  It 
is  a  pure  question  of  law.  Bifore  gentlemti)  in- 
dulge in  accusations  against  the  board  in  regard 
to  supposed  criminality,  it  would  be  very  w«'ll  for 
them  to  examine  perhaps  that  phase  of  iho  ques- 
tion; for  if  they  fail  in  that  there  must  be  some 
remedy  appliea  to  those  cases  which  are  con- 
fessedly mistakes  on  the  part  of  the  board.  I  do 
not  propose  now,  Mr.  President,  to  discuss  the 
merits  of  the  bill,  or  whether  or  not  its  features 
have  been  carried  out  correctly;  but  I  could  not 
justify  inyself,  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  and  as  one  who  participated  in  the 
passage  of  that  bill  through  this  body,  if  I  did  not 
reply,  to  some  extent  at  least,  to  ^he  remarks 
which  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  and  the 
Senator  from  Tennessee  have  indulged  in.  I  had 
not  the  pleasure  of  hearing  all  the  address  of  the 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire.  When  I  came 
into  the  Senate  Chamber  this  morning,  I  under-, 
stood  him  to  be  attacking  the  motives  of  the 
board.  I  understood  him  as  going  further,  and 
attacking  the  character  of  the  bill,  and  as  going 
still  further,  and  maintaining  that  the  result  has 
been  productive  rather  of  evu  than  of  benefit. 

I  confess,  sir,  Uviner  as  I  do  in  a  strange  day, 
it  is  somewhat  remarKable  to  me  to  find  the  Sen- 
ator of  New  Hampshire  standing:  up  here  as  the 
supporter  of  the  Navy,  maintaining  its  integrity 
and  its  high  character;  for  if  there  be  a  place  to 
which  I  would  especially  have  assigned  him  here- 
tofore it  was  that  of  a  constant  and  unremitting 
enemy  of  the  Navy  and  of  all  naval  reform.  1 
understood  the  honorable  Senator  at  that  time 
to  rise  in  his  place  and  propose  to  annihilate  the 
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Navy,  to  recall  nil  its  commissions,  and  fkrm  it 
out  hy  contract.  I  may  be  mistaken,  but  that  is 
the  impression  M-hich  a  speech,  made  by  the  hon- 
orable Senator  some  years  ago,  (and  I  have  not 
i-eferred  to  it  to  refresh  mv  memorvi)  made  on 
my  mind  at  that  day.  If  he  was  tne  friend  of 
the  Navy  nt  that  time,  he  conducted  his  friend- 
ship in  so  ing^cnioiis  a  manner  as  to  impress  on 
the  entire  naval  service  the  conviction  t4»at  the 
great  arch-enemy  of  the  Navy  was  the  Senator 
from  New  Hampshire.  But,  sir,  whether  he 
occupied  that  position  or  not  is  not  material  now; 
the  question  is,  whether  the  remedy  vi^iich  he 
proposes  be  a  correct  one. 

When  the  bill  under  which  the  naval  board 
acted  was  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs  of  this  body,  it  contained  no  provision  for 
dropping  officers;  nor  did  it  allude  in  any  manner 
to  an  inquiry  as  to  whether  incompetency  had 
b(»en  produced  by  any  cause  blamable  in  the 
officers  themselves.  The  bill,  as  it  was  sent  to 
the  House  of  Representatives  from  this  body, 
was  a  very  brief  and  a  very  comprehensive  one. 
Those  who  were  here  last  session  know  very  well 
the  feelings  of  the  House  of  Representntives  at 
that  time  on  naval  reform.  No  gentleman  here 
knows  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  naval  reform 
better  than  th'e  Senator  from  New  Hampshire 
himself,  and  none  has  attacked  the  Navy  more 
fiercely.  When  that  bill  was  pending  in  the 
Hduae,  it  was  impossible  to  get  any  reform,  unless 
the  Senate  concurred  in  ingrafting  on  the  bill  a 
power  to  drop  officers  from  the  list.  So  deeply 
was  the  House  of  Representatives  convinced  of 
the  necessity  of  reform,  that  I  was  assured  by  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  of 
that  body,  (Mr.  Bocock,]  that  unless  such  a 
power  was  ingrafted  on  the  bill,  we  might  not 
look  for  any  reform;  and  then  I  sought,  as  a 
member  of  the  committee,  to  obtain  for  those 
who  might  be  dropped  under  the  provision  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  twelve  months  pay; 
but  that  was  refused,  because  it  seemed  to  be  a 
foregone  conclusion  in  the  House  that  there  were 
not  only  officers,  but  numerous  officers,  in  the 
Navy  who  deserved  no  consideration  of  this 
kind. 

Well,  sir,  the  bill,  in  the  shape  in  which  it 
stands  on  the  statute-book,  passed  the  House  of 
Representatives  by  a  two  thirds  vote,  after  a  most 
full  and  careful  examination  of  its  features,  and 
after  the  fiercest  onslaughts  upon  it.  The  vote 
upon  its  passage  in  this  body  was  almost  unan- 
imous. Now,  what  is  the  character  of  the  bill  ? 
The. Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  and  the  Sen- 
*ator  from  Tennessee,  seem  to  regard  those  cen- 
'liemen  who  have  been  aifected  by  the  bill  as 
dishonored  and  disgraced.  1  was  very  much 
Nurpriscd  to  And  that  names  were  introduced  at 
all— and  above  all  the  name  of  the  distinguished 
gentl»^man  who  is  at  the  head  of  the  National  Ob- 
st^rvatory — as  evidence  of  the  sacrificing  character 
of  the  bill.  Why,  sir,  if  the  gentlemen  who  com- 
posed the  naval  board  needed  any  defense  what- 
ever— I  hold  that  as  yet  they  need  none;  their 
own  characters  are  sufficient  to  protect  them  from 
the  inuendoes  thrown  outhere — out  if  they  needed 
any,  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact 

Mr.  MASON.  I  understood  the  Senator  to 
Bay  a  reference  had  been  made  to  the  case  of  the 
ofnc^-r  who  presides  over  the  Observatory. 

Mr.  M  ALLORY.  I  did  not  refer  to  what  was 
said  by  the  Senator  from  Virginia.  I  spoke  of 
what  1  heard  from  the  other  side  of  the  Cnamber. 

Mr.  MASON.     I  understood  the  Senator  to 
refer  to  what  had  been  said  of  Lieutenant  Maury , 
with  the  view  of  showing  the  sacrificing  spirit  of 
the  board. 
.     Mr.  MALLORY.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  referred  to  the  case  only  as 
an  instance  of  what  I  conceived  to  be  a  misinter- 
pretation of  the  law. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  did  not  refer  to  what  was 
said  by  the  Senator  from  Vii^nia. 

Mr.'HALE.  If  the  Senator  did  not  refer  to 
what  the  Senator  from  Virginia  said,  1  suppose 
lie  referred  to  what  I  said;  and  if  so,  he  made  a 
gi-cat  mistake,  for  I  did  not  name  the  officer  to 
whom  he  has  alluded. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.     Nor  did  I. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  It  was  asserted  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Chamber  that  there  was  some  ques- 
tion about  the  sea  service  which  the  gentleman 
at  the  head  of  the  Obflcrvatory  had  performed. 


Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  The  Senator  from 
Louisian(\  mentioned  his  name. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  was  about  to  remark 
that  if  the  board  needed  any  defense  at  all — if  it 
needed  any  evidence  of  the  fact  that  it  sought 
fearlessly  to  do  its  duty — it  may  be  found  in 
the  fact  that  it  felt  itself  constrained  to  retire 
that  particular  gentleman.  Has  any  dishonor 
reached  him?  Has  any  dishonor  reached  the 
venerable  commodore  who  is  at  the  head  of  the 
list  for  his  retirement?  Is  there  not  a  period  in 
the  professional  life  of  every  officer  when  his 
physical  energies  fail,  and  when  he  is  no  longer 
competent  to  perform  all  his  duties  at  sea  or  on 
shore  ?  Is  there  any  dishonor  in  maintaining  a 
noble  commodore  at  the  head  of  the  Philadelphia 
navy -yard?  Is  there  any  dishonor  attached  to 
the  gentleman  who,  although  retired  by  the  board, 
has  been  retained  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  bu- 
reaus of  the  Navy  Department? 

Why,  sir,  the  till  of  the  last  Congress  is  the 
most  liberal  provision  that  any  Grover  nment  oji 
earth  has  ever  made  for  its  naval  officers.  There  is 
no  naval  service  on  the  globe  which  has  treated  its 
officers  with  that  degree  of  liberality  with  which 
our  Government  has  dealt  with  itis  officers  under 
that  bill.     The  captains  who  are  retired  under  its 

f)rovi8ions  with  half  pay  find  their  way  through 
ife  smoothed  for  them.  In  our  country,  twenty- 
five  hundred  dollars  a  year,  with  no  draft  on  their 
services  by  their  country,  is  not  to  be  considered 
a  small  item.  Retirement  does  not  carry  with  it 
disgrace.  The  bill  itself  contemplates  no  such 
thing.  Nor  should  those  who  have  been  dropped 
for  incompetency  blamable  in  itself  consider  it  a 
disgrace.  Why,  sir,  if  a  man  has  been  wounded 
in  a  duel,  it  is  incompetency  brought  about  by 
himself,  but  it  does  not  carry  disgrace. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Will  the  honor- 
able gentleman  allow  me  to  jLsk  him  a  question  ? 

Mr.  MALLORY.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  have  been  catechized  a  great 
deal,  ftnd  now  I  wish  to  ask  a  question.  Our 
object  in  this  case,  I  presume,  is  to  get  at  the  facts. 
The  honorable  Senator  from  Florida  has  said  that 
allusion  was  made  to  the  distinguished  gentleman 
at  the  head  of  the  Observatory.  Those  reifiarks 
were  made  by  the  Senator  from  Louisiana  in  reply 
to  the  remarks  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia. The  Senator  from  Florida  takes  that  case, 
and  that  of  the  distinguished  Commodore  Stew- 
art, and  asks  whether  there  is  any  dishonor 
attached  to  them.  No,  sir.  Why?  Because  every 
man  in  the  United  States  knows  the  assumed 
ground  on  which  they  were  retired.  One  was 
from  being  old  and  antiquated,  the  other  from 
having  received  an  injury  in  the  leg. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  did  not  say  that.  I  am 
one  who  has  not  learned  the  cause. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  The  world  know 
it,  if  they  know  anything  that  the  board  did. 
I  wish  now  to  put  a'  question  to  my  ft-iend.  Will 
he  be  so  kind  as  to  tell  me  on  what  ground  A. 
D.  HcuTold,  of  Tennessee,  was  dismissed?  He 
weighs  two  hundred  and  twenty  five  pounds,  and 
is  one  of  the  stoutest  men  I  ever  saw,  and  prob- 
ably as  great  a  man,  intellectually,  as  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  himself.  Upon  what  ground 
was  he  discharged?  Was  it  for  felony?  Will  he 
be  so  kind  as  to  tell  me,  further,  on  what  ground 
was  S.  Chase  Barney  discharged?  Will  he  in- 
form me  why  Lieutenant  Washington  A.  Bart- 
lett  was  dropped— a  very  competent  man  physic- 
ally and  intellectually?  What  great  crime  have 
these  gentlemen  committed?  Everyone  knows 
that  it  could  not  be  for  any  physical  or  intfeUectual 
defect.  Then  we  are  left  to  infer  that  it  must 
have  been  for  some  moral  obliquity;  and  these 
gentlemen  lie  under  the  suspicion  of  every  man 
who  chooses  to  interpret  for  himself  the  action 
of  the  board;  and  under  that  you  may  charge 
them  with  felony  or  anything  you  please.  That 
is  what  I  complain  of. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  It  is  somewhat  remarkable 
that  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  should  put  such 
questions  to  me.  I  might  ask  him  in  return, 
why,  when  he  voted  for  this  bill,  he  did  not 
secK  to  ingraft  on  it  a  provision,  that  the  cause 
of  objection  to  every  individual  should  have  been 
furnished  him?  I  might  ask  him  that  and  other 
questions,  if  I  chose.  As  a  matter  of  course,  I 
am  unable  to  toll  the  ground  on  which  these  gen- 
tlemen have  been  dismissed  from  the  Navy, 
because  I  have  never  conversed  with  a  single 


member  of  the  naval  board.  I  do  not  know  that 
they  kept  any  record;  I  doubt  whether  they  did; 
and,  of  course,  I  am  perfectly  incompetent  lo 
answer  what  were  the  causes  which  operated  on 
their  <ninds. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  hope  my  friend 
from  Florida  will  ask  the  question  that  he  inti- 
mated his  intention  to  put  to  me.  If  he  does,  I 
shall  answer  it  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  Mr.  President,  the  board 
provided  for  by  the  law  of  the  last  session  vnxa 
composed  of  fifteen  officers.  It  was  an  unthank- 
ful task  for  each  one.  I  know  the  fact  that  some 
of  those  who  were  ordered  to  serve  on  the  board 
were  exceedingly  anxious  to  avoid  the  duty. 
They  felt  it  to  be  a  very  unpleasant  one,  and  they 
did  not  desire  to  engage  in  it.  The  Senator  from 
Tennessee,  however,  travels  somewhat  out  of  his 
way  in  not  only  attacking  the  results  of  the  action 
of  the  board,  but  in  declaring  that  it  requires  a 
very  great  amount  of  charity  on  his  part  to  pre- 
clude him  from  attacking  their  motives  also  I  will 
not  comment  on  that. 

Sir,  as  to  the  question  of  law  which  lies  at  the 
basis  of  this  inquiry,  and  to  which  I  have  before 
alluded,  I  trust,  that  when  the  matter  comes  to  be 
discussed  in  full,  it  may  be  answered.  When 
the  opponents  of  the  bill  can  show  me  any  con- 
stitutional prohibition  upon  the  President  and 
Congress  to  dismiss,  at  any  time,  their  employs 
who  hold  their  offices  at  the  will  of  the  Execu- 
tive, I  shall  be  ready  to  change  my  opinion. 
When  they  shall  prove  to  me  that  a  naval  officer 
in  this  respect  diflfers  from  any  other  officer; 
when  they  show  me  that  the  naval  officers  of 
1855  have  different  rights  in  this  respect  from  the 
Army  officers  of  1815,  who  were  set  aside;  or 
when  they  show  me  that  thereis  any  constitution- 
al prohibition  upon  the  removal  of  officers,  I  may 
change  my  opinion.  But  I  hold,  sir,  that  Con- 
gress and  the  President  may  (Usband  tfu  eniirt 
•ATovy.  The  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  cer- 
tainly thought  so  at  one  period — not  only  the 
whole  of  it,  but  any  part  of  it. 

This  board  was  merely  advisory.  The  nhik>s- 
ophy  of  the  bill  seemed  to  be  that,  whether  an 
officer  deserved  to  be  retired  or  not,  if  he  occupied 
such  a  position  among  his  peers  that  in  tneir 
Judgment  he  ought  to  be  retired,  it  was  better 
for  the  honor  and  interests  of  the  country  that  he 
should  be  retired.  Another  item  in  the  philoso- 
phy of  the  bill  was  that  it  was  better  to  trust  the 
purgation  of  ^e  Navy  to  the  Navy  itself  than  to 
any  political  power;  that,  if  the  Navy  itself 
could  not  be  trusted  with  its  own  purification,  no 
political  power  could  be  trusted  with  it.  A  safe- 
guard was  thrown  around  this  trust,  by  not  des- 
ignating any  particular  officers  in  the  law,  but 
leaving  the  selection  of  them  to  the  man  who 
stood  in  an  impartial  attitude,  and  whose  only 
bias  was  to  secure  the  Navy  the  greatest  possible 
efficiency — ^the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  Here  I 
may  say,  that  when  he  designated  the  officers  to 
compose  that  board,  there  came  up  from  all  parts 
of  the  country  one  universal  acclamation  in  favor 
of  his  action.  Some  of  the  very  men  who  have 
been  operated  upon  by  the  board  were  the  first 
to  give  in  their  adhesion  to  the  constitution  of 
the  board. 

Although  I  have  thus  defended  the  board,  I 
have  no  doubt  (and  I  rose  partly  for  the  purpose 
of  saying)  that  .cases  of  hardship  and  of  injustice 
may  nave  arisen.  Boards  are  not  infallible,  and 
for  that  reasop  the  approving  power  was  given 
to  the  President  of  the  United  Slates.  That  of 
course  implied  a  power  to  disapprove,  and  an  ex- 
amination before  doing  either. 

Sir,  let  not  the  charges  of  the  honorable  Sena- 
tors from  Tennessee  and  New  Hampshire  rest  on 
the  board,  but  on  the  law  itself.  Ii  the  law  had 
contemplated  such  a  court-martial  as  seems  to  bo 
regarded  here;  if  it  had  provided  that  officeni 
should  be  called  up  individually,  and  compelled 
to  answer  charges  and  confront  witnesses,  it 
could  never  have  got  nay  vote,  because  I  might 
have  known,  as  every  ^nator  knows  who  has 
any  knowledge  on  the  subject,  that  we  might  sit 
here  for  ten  years  and  never  arrive  at  the  conclu- 
sion of  such  a  court.  I  would  have  known,  too, 
that  the  inefficiency  of  officers  arises  from  various 
causes,  on  which  no  specific  charge  can  be  framed. 
An  officer  that  has  tried  to  evade  his  sea  duties 
for  years,  who,  in  the  language  of  the  Senator 
frpm  New  Hampshire,  has  made  Pennsylvajiia 
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avenue  his  principal  crui8iDg^>ground,  could  not 
be  charged  and  tried  for  that;  the  proofof  it  could 
not  be  brought  and  sustained,  because  it  has  been 
the  habit  of  naval  officers  eveiywhere  to  lay  their 
anchor  to  windward  by  applying  for  sea  service 
in  the  Department,  which  application  the  Secre^ 
tary  of  the  Navy  would  neverheed  if  the  officer 
himself  was  not  fitted  for  the  trust.  A  man  may 
be  piu'e  in  morals  and  conduct,  and  irreproachable 
in  character;  into  all  the  relations  of  life  he  may 
carry  dispositions  charitable  and  kind,  and  an 
inteUect  bright  and  cultivated,  and  yet,  without  a 
love  for  a  seaman's  profession,  and  a  knowledge 
of  its  peculiar  requirements — ^without  that  naval 
character,  that  professional  skill  and  bearing 
which  the  sea  demands  of  all  her  votaries,  he  had 
better,  for  the  best  interests  of  the  Navy,  be  out 
of  it.  And  yet,  sir,  how  could  such  an  officer  be 
brought  before  a  court  upon  charges  framed  upon 
■uch  general  disqualifications? 

But,  sir,  I  hold  that  when  a  grand  jury,  if  you 
choose  to  call  it  so,  of  the  Navy,  constituted  by 
the  laws  of  the  land,  selected  from  the  best  offi- 
cers in  the  service,  have  advised  the  President  on 
this  subject,  and  he,  after  investigatioifr  has  ap- 
proved Uieir  conduct,  there  should  be  very  little 
Eeneral  complaint.  The  charities  of  the  l^nator 
from  Tennessee  should  be  with  the  board,  not 
with  those  who  have  been  affected  by  its  action. 
At  all  events,  it  should  not  require  an  extraor- 
dinary reach  of  his  charities  to  preclude  him  from 
imputiog;  dishonorable  and  corrupt  motives  to  the 
board.  The  honorable  Senator  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, in  commenting  on  the  action  of  the  board, 
remarked  that  there  were  only  fourteen  midship- 
men retired,  but  that  when  the  board  reached  the 
grade  of  poat-captains,  they  found  them  so  cor- 
rupt that  It  was  necessary  to  retire  half  of  them. 
Surely  he  knows  as  well  as  any  man  knows  that 
it  was  not  from  a  belief  in  the  corruption  of  post- 
captains  that  they  were  dropped  or  retired;  and 
why  does  he  use  the  remarK  but  to  affect  the 
board  itself?  There  were  three  post-captains 
dropped  from  the  service,  and  those  who  were 
retired  were  placed  in  a  most  honorable  position, 
with  a  sufficient  pay  for  the  maintenance  in  our' 
country  of  the  largest  £amily.  In  the  argument 
here,  in  the  aimunent  in  the  other  House,  in  the 
instructions  ofthe  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  the 
approbation  by  the  President  of  the  action  of  the 
board,  nothing  was  contemplated  but  honorable 
retirement.  I  deny  entirely  that  any  action  of 
the  board  is  a  disgrace,  or  carries  with  it  a  con- 
viction of  crime. 

The  parallel  which  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Tennessee  bos  drawn  between  an  officer  retired 
by  the  board  and  a  criminal  punished  by  law,  is 
ft  very  remarkable  one.  He  seems  to  think  tliat 
a  man  who  brings  himself  under  the  influence  of 
ft  presidential  commission,  and  he  who  violates 
the  laws  of  the  land,  should  occupy  the  same 

{wsition.  A  man  who  chooses  to  commit  petit 
ftrceny  has  his  own  punishment  in  his  own 
hands.  The  law  is  berore  him,  and  he  violates 
it  or  not,  at  his  own  pleasure.  The  man  who 
receives  a  commission  at  the  hands  of  the  Pres- 
ident, receives  it  with  the  express  undersiatoding 
that  he  is  to  give  it  up  whenever  the  Executive 
wjrs  80.  In  this  case  the  Executive  has  not  only 
*a»d  so,  but  he  has  been  induced  by  law  to  say 

BO. 

The  Executive  has  had  power,  of  course,  to 
drop  and  furlough  officers,  but  it  is  a  power  which 
has  been  exercised  only  in  extreme  cases.  We 
^▼e  all  known  cases  in  which  the  Executive 
ri^r  might  have  been  exercised  when  he  has 
^ed  to  do  it.  For  the  last  fifteen  years.  Secre- 
taries of  the  Navy  have,  in  almost  every  report 
sent  to  Congress,  called  upon  tlie  two  Houses 
to  provide  some  means  of  ridding  the  Navy  of 
JDibecile  and  superannuated  officers.  We  have 
hitherto  failed  tb  do  it,  and  every  measure  intro- 
duced to  Confess  for  several  sessions  before  last 
year  met  with  opposition.  This  law  seemed  to 
have  none  here.  Now,  because  the  board  has 
gone  somewhat  beyond  the  expectations  of  the 
public,]ig(ause  it  has  gone  somewhat  beyond  the 
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expectations  of  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  and 
the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  its  whole  action 
is  to  be  set  aside,  and  the  Senator  from  Tennessee 
and  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  oppose 
their  iudgment  to  that  of  the  fifteen  naval  officers 
who  nave  identified  their  lives  with  the  Navy  I  If 
a  judgment  ofthe  efficiency  of  naval  officers  is  to 
be  taken,  I  think  an  impartial  public  would  prefer 
to  take  it  fVom  those  who  have  passed  their  lives 
in  the  naval  service,  who  have  familiarized  them^ 
selves  with  the  officers,  and  who,  having  the 
records  of  the  Department  before  them  for  con- 
sultation, have  given  judgment  upon  the  subject^ 
matter  advisedly.  I  know  some  or  the  officers  who 
were  members  ofthe  board,  but  not  all  of  them; 
and  here  in  my  place  I  undertake  to  say  that, 
search  their  conduct  as  you  may,  if  every  word 
that  was  spoken  on  the  board  wero  repeated  here, 
we  should  not  only  find  nothing  to  their  discredit, 
but  everything  to  show  that  uiey  acted  strictly 
in  the  performance  of  their  rigorous  duty — a  duty 
rigorously  imposed  upon  them,  and  painful  for 
them  to  exercise.  I  shall  make  no  opposition  to 
the  reference  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
of  the  memorial  which  was  presented  by  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  New  Hampshire. 

Mr.  HALE.  That  has  been  already  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  MALLORy.  I  know  that;  but  I  under- 
stand it  has  been  laid  on  the  table,  simply  because 
it  is  desired  to  call  it  up  hereafter,  ana  refer  it  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  with  instructions. 
Heretofore,  memorials  of  a  similar  nature  hare 
been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 
So  far  as  I  understand  the  views  of  that  commit- 
tee, it  is  perhaps  proper  that  I  should  say  that 
they  concur  with  the  reports  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Nary  in  the  disposition  to  maintain  the  gen- 
eral action  of  the  board,  believing  that  it  tias 
produced  a  great  naval  reform,  beheving  that  the 
Navy  has  received  jroung  life  blood  which  will 
tell  in  every  department  of  the  service.  Disposed 
as  I  am  to  maintain  the  action  of  the  board  in 
totot  I  am  still  ready  to  admit  that  provision  should 
be  made  for  cases  of  injustice  and  hardship,which 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  seems  to  acknowledge 
do  exist.  I  trust  some  means  will  be  found  to 
do  iustice  to  every  man  who  has  been  harshly 
dealt  with,  and  to  leave  him  the  means  of  being 
placed  in  his  original  position  with  the  acquired 
rank  which  the  action  of  the  board  will  have 
given  him;  but  I  know  of  no  way  in  which  this 
can  be  reached  at  present,  unless  it  be  through 
executive  action. 

Mr.  TOUCEY.  Mr.  President,  it  seems  to 
me  that  the  only  point  which  it  is  at  all  material 
to  consider  at  tnis  time  is,  what  is  the  power  of 
Congress  over  this  subject?  With  regard  to 
that  class  of  officers  who  have  been  £ropp&d 
from  the  service,  whose  names  have  been  strick- 
en from  the  rolls  by  the  action  of  the  President 
in  pursuance  of  the  recommendation  of  this 
board,  I  may  simpfy  remark  that  they  are  out 
of  the  service,  and  Congress  has  no  power  to 
restore  them.  This  is  a  point  that  nas  been 
repeatedly  decided  in  the  Senate. 

The  power  of  the  Executive  under  the  Constitu- 
tion, when  it  is  exerted  by  the  President,  works 
the  effect  of  putting  the  officer  entirely  out  of  the 
service  as  fully  as  any  civilian  who  may  have 
been  removed  from  public  employment,  and  there 
is  no  mode  of  restoring  him  to  the  service  except 
by  a  renomination.  Has  the  Senate  any  power 
to  compel  a  renomination  ?  We  can  undoubtedly 
refuse  to  approve  ofthe  nomination  of  any  other 
person.  It  nas  sometimes  been  attempted  in  the 
Senate,  but  it  has  always  failed;  audit  has  failed 
for  the  reason  that  the  Senate  heis  no  power,  un- 
der the  Constitution,  to  direct  the  £Ixecutive  with 
regard  to  any  person  whom  he  shall  nominate  to 
office.  It  is  an  attempt  to  exert  power  indirectly^ 
which  the  Constitution  has  not  conferred  upon  us 
directly;  and  for  that  reason,  I  think  in  every  in- 
tance  in  which  it  has  been  attempted  it  has  sig- 
nally failed  ;  so  that,  with  regard  to  that  class  of 
officers  whose  names  have  been  stricken  from  the 
roUs  of  the  Navy,  thorc  is  no  remedy  but  by  an 
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application  to  the  Executive.  With  respect  to 
tAoee  who  are  placed  on  the  retired  list,  I  confiesH 
I  think  their  condition  is  very  different.  They 
hold  the  commission  which  was  originally  con- 
ferred upon  them;  and  the  law,  by  the  action  of 
the  board,  has  only  restrained  their  employment 
and  placed  them  out  of  the  line  of  promotion;  but 
they  are  still  officers  in  the  Navy. 

Now,  sir,  we  can  repeal  or  modify  that  law; 
and  if,  by  a  repeal  or  modification  of  the  law, 
that  class  of  officers  is  no  longer  under  that  re- 
straint>--if  they  are  no  longer  out  of  the  line  of 
promotion — they  stand  in  the  condition  in  which 
they  stood  before;  and  if  we  shall  not  have  con- 
firmed the  nomination  which  have  been  made, 
upon  the  idea  that  they  are  out  of  the  line  of  pro- 
motion, they  may  be  nominated  and  may  be  pro- 
moted. Congress,  I  think,  has  full  power  over 
the  subject,  except  with  regard  to  that  class  of 
which  I  have  spoken,  who  are  now  out  of  the' 
Navy;  and  they  can  only  be  restored  by  the  con- 
stitutional action  of  the  Executive,  and  of  this 
body.  With  regard  to  the  other  class,  1  think, 
in  the  present  state  of  things,  as  no  persons  have 
been  put  in  their  places,  as  no  promotions  have 
taken  place,  because,  as  an  appointment  during 
the  recess  of  the  Senate  by  the  President  is.  only 
until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  the  Senate 
ensuing,  it  depends  entirely  upK>n  the  action  o^ 
the  Senate  whether  these  appointments  become 
permanent,  and  whether  permanent  commissions 
should  be  issued.  It  seems  to  me,  therefore,  tliat, 
if  any  injustice  has  been  done,  we  have  it  in  our 
power,  80  far  as  the  retired  list  is  concerned;  but 
with  regard  to  those  who  are  put  out  of  the  Navv, 
1  do  not  see  that  we  have  any  power  over  tno 
subject,  except  to  follow  out  the  action  of  the 
Executive. 

I  have  nothing  to  say,  sir,  with  regard  to  thm 
law.  There  is  no  douot  that  a  reform  was  needed 
in  the  Navy.  It  has  been  recommended  for  a 
series  of  years.  I  recollect  that  a  similar  measure 
was  recommended  during  the  administration  of 
Mr.  Polk;  and  I  think  it  has  been  frequently  be- 
fore Congress  since.  The  object  that  was  sought 
was  a  desirable  object— an  ooj  ect  of  the  highest 
importance  to  the  country.  Whether  it  has  been 
accomplished  by  the  action  of  this  board,  I  am  not 
able  to  say.  I  am  not  informed — I  know  not  tlio 
grounds  on  which  they  CMited;  but  there  are  cases 
Mrithin  my  knowledge  of  persons  having  been 
placed  on  the  retired  list,  wno,  in  my  judgment, 
occupy  as  high  a  position,  for  all  the  services  in 
the  Navy,  as  any  officers  in  the  Navy. 

With  regard  to  the  class  to  whicli  I  have  refer- 
red, we  have  the  power,  but  I  think  it  is  prema- 
ture for  us,  without  facts,  either  to  condemn  the 
action  of  the  board  or  to  approve  of  it.  I  say, 
unhesitatingly,  that  I  do  not  impugn  the  motives 
of  the  board.  1  doubt  not  they  nave  acted  as 
honorable  men  upon  a  subject  with  which  they 
are  very  faniiliar;  and  whatever  they  may  have 
done,  tneir  intentions  were  to  promote  the  best 
interests  of  the  public  service.  This  much  I  will 
say  in  advance,  and  until  the  subject  has  been 
presented  by  the  report  of  a  committee  in  some 
tangible  form,  I  shall  be  unwilling  to  go  ftirther 
into  the  debate. 

Mr.  BROWN  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  HALE.  Will  the  Senator  allow  me  to 
correct  a  remark  personal  to  myself? 

Mr.  BROWN.    I  yield. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  thank  my  friend  from  Missis- 
sippi for  giving  me  the  floor.  I-  have  not  risen 
so  much  to  answer  any  of  the  arguments  which 
have  been  ma4e,  as  to  reply  to  a  personal  remark 
which  was  made  by  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs.  I  do  not  see  him  in  the 
Chamber  now.  I  am  sorry  that  he  is  gone,  but 
perhaps  what  I  may  say  will  get  into  the  papers 
and  he  may  read  it.  [Mr.  SIallort  here  re- 
sumed his  seat.l  The  Senator  from  Florida  says 
I  have  always  teen  an  enemy  of  the  Navy.  I 
totally  deny  the  charge,  in  ^neral  and  in  detail, 
in  the  bc^ning,  proceedmg,  and  end.  The 
whole  of  It  originate9  in  one  fact,  which  I  will 
state.    The  first  tim^  that  I  had  the  honor  of 
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holding  a  seat  on  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, and  the  first  time  I  had  the  honor  of 
holding  a  seat  on  this  floor,  I  began  to  striye 
earnestly,  in  season  and  out  of  season,  for  the 
abolition  of  flogging  in  the  Navy.  The  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aflairs,  all 
those  oflicers  whose  cruising-ground  was  this 
Capitol,  were  denouncing  me  as  an  enemy  to  the 
Navy  because  I  was  for  introducing  that  element 
of  humanity  into  it.  But,  sir,  that  measure  was 
carried;  it  met  the  approbation  of  every  fViend  of 
humanity,  and  a^nst  the  obstinate  prejudices 
of  the  Navy  itself  and  the  officers  of  the  Navy, 
it  has  made  its  way  into  public  favor  until,  to-day, 
as  an  humble  champion  of  that  great  measure  of 
reform,  1  have  the  satisfaction  of  holding  in  my 
hand  the  evidence  of  the  approbation  of  Uie  head 
of  tlie  Navy  Department  himself  to  that  refor- 
mation, for  endeavoring  to  procure  which  I  have 
been  stigmatized  as  an  enemy  of  the  Navy. 
Let  me  read  it.  The  Seoi^etary  of  the  Navy  m 
his  report  says: 

"  Tbc  hope  is  indulged  with  much  confidence  by  many 
experienced  obetervers  and  otficera,  notwithstanding  pain- 
l\il  apprehensions  and  gloomy  forebodinffi!  of  disastrous  con- 
aequcnces  from  the  abolition  of  punif<hnient  by  flowing, 
that  by  this  humane  act,  together  with  the  recent  discipline 
bill  of  rewards  and  punishments,  the  character  of  tlie  oca- 
men,  as  a  class,  will  be  improved  by  the  increased  wiiliug- 
ness  of  the  laboring  young  men  of  our  own  country  to  serve 
under  the  Hag." 

The  Secretary  does  further  homage  to  this 
great  measure  of  humanity,  by  informing  us  in 
the  same  report,  that  during  the  six  monUis  be- 
fore the  supplementary  bill  of  rewards  was  passed 
they  enlisted  eight  hundred  and  ninety-six  men, 
while  for  the  succeeding  six  months  they  enlisted 
two  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen.  Sir,  it 
is  because  1  identified  my  humble  self  with  that 
great  reform,  which  has  now  approved  itself  to  the 
commendation  not  only  of  the  people,  but  of 
those  very  men  who  denounced  it,  that  1  was  stig- 
matized as  an  enemy  of  the  Navy. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  Allow  me  to  ask  the  Sen- 
ator from  New  Hampshire  if  I  am  not  right  in 
supposing  that  he  proposed  here  in  his  place  to 
limit  the  commissions  in  the  Navy  to  the  term  of 
t6n  years,  or  to  appoint  oflicers  of  the  Navy,  as 
other  civil  officers  ore  appointed,  for  a  term  of 
years? 

Mr.  HALE.  I  did  propose  to  limit  their  com- 
missions to  ten  years,  and  if  that  had  been  done, 
it  would  have  obviated  this  infernal  bill.  Now 
let  me  say  another  thing  in  relation  to  tlie  reform 
of  which  I  have  spoken.  After  the  passage  of 
the  bill  abolishing  flogging  in  the  Navy,  a  squad- 
ron returned  from  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  it  w£is 
my  fortune  to  be  in  Boston  when  that  squadron 
arrived  there.  I  met  the  commodore  and  the 
captain — Commodore  Lavallette  and  Captain 
Nicholson — ^who  commanded  the  Gcrmantown 
and  the  Dale.  I  was  introduced  to  them.  The 
first  remark  that  these  gentlemen  made  was,  that 
they  had  abused  me  a  great  deal,  and  I  think 
they  said  they  had  cursed  me  a  great  deal,  for  my 
agency  in  carrying  through  Congress  the  pro- 
vision for  the  abolition  of  flogging  in  the  Navy; 
**  but,  sir,**  said  they,  "we  have  altered  our  opin- 
ions entirely.  Our  vessels  now  lie  here  at  anchor 
in  Boston  harbor,  and  we  should  bo  exceedingly 
glad  if  you  would  go  over  them  and  see  how 
vastly  improved  the  character  of  the  men  is  from 
what  it  was  when  they  were  submitted  to  the  cruel 
punishment  of  the  lash.  **  I  confess,  sir,  modest 
as  I  am,  that  I  felt  a  little  proud.  There  was  a 
little  compensation  in  that  for  the  odium  and 
opprobrium  that  had  been  cost  on  me  for  the 
course  1  had  taken  here.  I  went  amongst  the 
men;  I  talked  to  them;  I  saw  men  whom  the 
commander  told  me  had  been  for  thirty  years  in 
the  Navy  and  never  had  had  the  lash  applied  to 
them.  I  asked  them,  **Is  it  a  fact,  as  has  been 
stated,  that  since  the  abolition  of  flogging  the 
skulks  get  clear  of  the  work,  and  the  work  is 
thrown  on  you  good  men?"  **  No  such  thing,** 
they  answered  with  one  voice.  The  oflicers  and 
men  said  it  was  a  great  reform. 

I  went  through  uie  vessels,  and  alter  what  has 
been  said,  1  presume  I  may  be  permitted  to  state 
what  occurred  when  I  left  them.  The  men  asked 
permission  of  the  officers  to  have  the  privilege  of 
extending  to  so  humble  an  individual  as  myself 
some  mark  of  gratitude  for  the  agency  I  had  had 
in  introducing  this  reform,  for  which  I  had  sub- 

iected  myself  to  the  censures  of  the  Senator  from 
'^lorida  and  others.     They  presented  to  me  a 


'very  modest  but  very  expressive  medal,  com- 
memorative of  their  thanks  and  gratitude  for  the 
humble  services  which  I  had  rendered  in  carrying 
through  this  great  measure  of  reform.  For  my 
agency  in  it,  f  have  beAi  stigmatized  as  an  enemy 
or  the  Navy.  Sir,  I  am  an  enemy  to  nothing 
on  God's  earth  but  oppression  and  wrong.  I  am 
an  enemy  to  wrong,  whether  it  bears  upon  the 
black  or  the  white,  the  slave  or  the  officer. 
Whenever  you  undertake  to  oppress  a  man,  to 
strike  him  down,  to  deprive  him  of  his  rights, 
no  matter  in  what  station  he  may  move  on  this 
footstool  of  God,  I  am  an  enemy  to  that  wron^; 
and  it  makes  no  diflerence  to  me  who  sufl^ers  it. 
If,  in  future  contingencies  that  may  be  before  so 
exalted  an  individual  as  tlie  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Afliurs,  the  hand  of  injus- 
tice should  ever  reach  him  or  his,  any  aid  that 
so  humble  an  individual  as  myself  can  give  him 
he  may  command. 

Now,  sir,  I  have  a  word  to  say  to  the  honor- 
able Senator  firom  Connecticut,  [Mr.  Toucey.] 
I  rejoice  that  we  have  tlie  aid  of  the  opinion  of 
such  an  astute  lawyer  as  he  is,  a  man  who  has 
occupied  so  high  a  place  as  he  has  in  the  councils 
of  the  nation,  having  been  its  great  legal  adviser 
— the  Attorney  General.  When  he  says  he  sees 
no  difficulty  in  this  case,  in  regard  to  those  offi- 
cers who  are  on  the  retired  and  furlough  lists,  I 
can  see  quite  as  clearly  how  to  meet  the  other 
case,  and  I  am  not  without  a  precedent.  1  can 
give  chapter  and  verse;  and  there  are  some  mem- 
bers of  Uie  Senate  who  will  doubtless  remember 
the  cii-cumstance  to  which  1  allude.  Since  I  have 
been  a  member  of  the  Senate,  the  President  of 
the  United  States  sent  to  us  the  nomination  of  a 
major  in  the  Army,  to  take  the  place  of  a  major 
whom  he  had  removed  and  dismissed  upon  the 
recommendation  of  a  court-martial.  The  Senate 
refused  to  confirm  his  nomination;  and  added  to 
the  resolution  of  refusal,  that  they  refused  to 
confirm  the  nomination  for  the  reason  that  the 
construction  of  the  court-martial  wliich  had  dis- 
missed the  occupcuit  was  unconstitutional  and 
illegal;  and  they  sent  that  resolution  to  the  Pres- 
ident. 

What  did  the  President  do  ?  He  sent  back  the 
name  of  the  officer  who  had  been  dismissed,  and 
since  that — as  I  am  told  by  the  honorable  Senator 
before  me,  [Mr.  Toombs,]  who  knows  the  history 
of  the  case,  and  was  instrumental  in  it — he  has 
been  promoted  to  the  rank  of  colonel,  and  is  now 
a  colonel  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States.  That 
was  the  way  the  Senate,  at  that  time,  remedied 
executive  wrong.  Now,  what  would  I  do  here? 
Suppose  the  President  sends  a  nomination  to  till 
the  place  made  vacant  by  dropping  Mr.  Stevens; 
I  would  reject  it,  and  1  would  assign  as  a  reason 
that  we  reject  the  nomination  because  we  believe 
tlie  vacancy  has  been  illegally  and  wrongfully 
created.     1  tliink  that  would  remedy  the  wrong. 

1  have  a  word  to  say  to  the  astute  lawyer  from 
Louisiana,  [Mr.  Benjamin.]  He  says  that  the 
answer  to  the  case  which  1  put  is  so  plain  that  he 
wonders  that  1  stated  it.  1  am  going  to  pay  him 
just  as  good  a  compUment  as  he  paid  me,  and  a 
little  better  one.  I  have  so  utterly  foiled  to  make 
an  impression  on  his  clear  mind  of  what  seems  so 
plain  to  me,  that  I  will  not  try  a^ain.  I  have 
already  tried  twice,  and  failed;  but  it  this  question 
shall  come  up  again,  as  I  think  it  will,  for  my 
fViend  from  Tennessee  has  pledged  himself  to 
bring  it  before  us,  I  shall  take  the  occasion  to 
explain,  I  think  even  to  tlic  entire  satisfaction  of 
the  gentleman  from  Louisiana,  that  the  position 
which  I  have  taken  in  reference  to  the  tenure  by 
which  these  naval  officers  hold  their  commissions 
is  clearly  right;  beyond  controversy  right;  beyond 
the  shadow  of  mistake  right;  beyond  the  cavil  of 
skepticism  right;  and  1  will  convince  the  Senator 
himself  of  it.  Having  said  thiis  much,  1  have 
only  to  express  the  hope  that  this  resolution  will 
be  passed,  and  that,  if  there  is  any  record,  we  shall 
it;  and  if  tliere  is  none,  we  shall  have  a  clean  white 
paper  to  tell*us  that  this  is  all  the  board  kept. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  Mr.  President,  in  character- 
izing the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 
shire as  an  enemy  to  the  Navy,  when  he  occupied 
a  seat  in  this  Chamber  at  a  former  time,  I  made 
no  allusion  whatever  to  his  efl'orts  for  the  aboUtion 
of  corporal  punishment.  I  made  the  assertion 
because  of  his  admission  at  this  very  time,  his  dis- 
tinct admission  that  he  did  favor  an  entire  dis- 
memberment of  the  Navy.    He  advocated  the 


recall  of  evcrv  commission  or  a  limitation  of  the 
duration  of  tne  commissions  to  a  specific  period 
of  three,  or  four,  or  ten  years. 

Mr.  HALE.     Ten  years. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  characterized  him  as  an 
enemy  of  the  Navy,  not  because  of  his  identifica- 
tion with  that  special  system  of  reform  to  which 
he  has  alluded,  and  which  I  did  not  introduce, 
biit  because  of  the  honest  conviction  on  his  own 
mind,  that  the  organization  of  the  Navy  was 
faulty,  and  that  it  was  not  essential  to  the  public 
interests  to  continue  it,  and  he  sought  to  disbaiMi 
it. 

Inasmuch  as  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire 
has  alluded  to  what  followed  the  aboliuon  of 
corporal  punishment  in  the  Navy,  and  as  I  had 
something  to  do  with  that  subject  on  a  former  oc- 
casion, I  may  mention  a  circumstance  which  has 
happened.  The  recruiting  service  is  now  going 
on  prosperously,  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
says,  not  because  of  the  abolition  of  that  peculiar 
form  of  pimishment,  but  because  of  the  increase 
of  the  pay  of  the  Navy,  and  of  the  prospects  held 
out  of  extra  pay  for  good  service,  and  of  honors 
and  rewards  to  the  seaman,  in  pursuance  of  a 
bill  we  passed  at  the  last  session.  As  an  affaet 
to  what  the  Senator  has  stated  of  the  treatment 
which  he  received  for  his  identification  with  the 
efforts  which  resulted  in  the  abolition  of  corpo- 
ral punishment  in  the  Navy,  I  can  tell  him  tiiat 
within  tlie  last  three  months  a  similar  occurrence 
has  taken  place  (only  fora  very  opposite  reason) 
to  a  gentleman  who  was  identifiea  with  the  op- 
posite side  of  that  question,  and  who  favored  the 
retention  of  corporal  punishment  in  the  Navy. 
The  gentleman  to  whom  I  allude  visited  one  of 
our  public  ships,  and  the  first  lieutenant  waited 
upon  him  at  the-  instance  of  her  crew,  to  com- 
pliment him,  in  the  name  of  the  crew,  upon  his 
identification  with  that  measure,  and  with  the 
increase  of  the  pay  of  the  Navy.  I  mention  this 
fact  only  to  show  that  there  is  not  a  unanimity 
of  feeling  on  that  subject,  and  the  recruiting  ser- 
vice goes  on  prosperously,  not  because  of  the 
abolition  of  ttat  punishment,  but  because  the 
seamen  get  better  compensation  for  their  serrioes 
than  before. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  move  to  postpone  the  ^xi- 
ther  consideration  of  this  resolution  for  the  pre- 
sent. I  wish  to  offer  a  resolution,  which  I  am 
sure  will  meet  the  approbation  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  HALE  and  Mr.  JONES,  of  Tenneaaee. 
Let  us  pass  this  resolution. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  think  this  resolution  ought  to 
be  modified  before  a  vote  is  taken  on  its  passa^. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Very  weU;  let  it 
lie  over. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  move  to  postpone  its  con- 
sideration for  the  present. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PRINTING  OP  THE  SENATE. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  offer  this  resolution,  and  ask 
for  its  consideration  at  the  present  time: 

Retolvedj  That  the  Comniinee  on  the  CoiiUngent  Ex- 
p«nite8  of  the  Senate  be  auihoriascd  to  pay  Beverly  TuckfT 
for  tlie  printing  of  Uic  Finance  Report  ordered  to  Im 
pruited  on  the  3a  of  January :  Provided^  The  price  doe«  not 
exceed  that  now  authorized  by  law. 

I  am  informed  by  the  gentleman  who  was 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  PubUc  Printing, 
at  the  last  session,  that  the  work  has  been  done; 
I  have  here  a  certificate  to  tliat  effect.  There  is, 
however,  no  means  of  paying  for  it,  and  there 
can  be  none  until  we  have  a  committee  on  print- 
ing. For  this  reason  I  have  offered  this  resolu- 
tion to  pay  for  the  work  out  of  the  contingent 
fund. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  MASON,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  executive  business; 
and,  after  some  time   spent  therein,  the  doors 
were  reopened. 

COURT  OP  CLAIMS. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BAYARD,  it  war 

Ordered,  That  the  President  of  the  Senate  be  authorized 
to  aft'ign  rooms  in  the  nortli  wing  of  tlie  Capitol  extrn^loQ 
for  the  Ufte  of  the  Court  of  Claim*  during  the  pre«ent  m«- 
siou  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

ADJOURNMENT  TO  MONDAY. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SEWARD,  it  was 

Ordered.  That  when  the  Senate  a4jouni8  to-day  it  be  IB 
meet  on  Monday  next. 

On  motion,  tlie  Senate  adjourned. t 


# 


1856. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


211 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  January  11,  185G. 

The  House  was  called  to  order  by  tlie  Clerk 
at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 

Tlie  Journal  of  Wednesday  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

Mr.  BOYCE.  I  move  that  there  be  a  call  of 
the  Flmisc. 

Mr.  PHELPS.     I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  qut'Htion  was  taken  and  decided  in  tlie 
negative — yeas  87,  nays  120;  as  follows: 

YCAS — Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  BarksdaJe,  Bell,  Ilend- 
1*7  ri.  Beitaett,  Bocock,  Boyce,  Branch,  Brookn,  Burnott, 
CadtraladtT,  John  F.  Campbell,  0arlik*,Carutlier8,Cadkie, 
ilowetl  Cobb,  Covode,  Crn^,  Craige,  Cullen,  Dayidson, 
tkiiVi^r,  DowdcU,  Dunn,  Durfeo,  Edmundi^on,  Elliott,  Eng- 
lish, Eihendife,  Eustis,  Evaiic,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Uenry 
M.  Fuller,  Thnmas  J.  I).  Fuller,  Goode,  Greenwood,  Au- 
gmtoi  Hall,  J.  Morrwon  Harris,  nanipaon  W.  Harrid,  Har- 
rison, -Herbert,  Hickuian,  Hoffman,  Houston,  Jcwett, 
Gtiorte  W.  Jone8,  Keiit,  Kelly,  Kennett,  Kidwell,  Lake, 
Letcher,  Lindley,  Lumpkin.  Alexander  K.  Marshall,  Sam- 
uel ^.MarBhalL  Maxwell.  McUueen,  Smith  Miller,  Mill- 
son,  Moore,  Nichols,  Morctecai  Oliver,  Paine,  Peck,  Phelps, 
Porter,  Powell,  Quitman.  Ready,  Ricaud,  Richardson,  Kuf- 
nn,  Ku»t,  Sava^,  Scott,  WiUiara  R.  Smith,  Sneed,  Talbott. 
Ts>ior,  Underwood,  Warner,  Wheeler,  Wiiulow,  Daniel 
B.  \^ht,  and  Johu  V.  Wright— 67, 

N'AYS  — Me»i*rs.  Albright,  Allison.  Ball,  Barbour,  Barclay, 
Heary  Bennett,  Benson,  Bingham,  Bliss,  Bowie,  Bradshaw, 
Breotoo,  Buffington,  Burlingame,  James  H.  Campbell, 
Len-s  D.  Campbell,  Chalfee,  Clawson,  CliDgman,  Wii- 
liaiuson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Coltkx,  Coknins,  Cox,  Cumback, 
Danirell,  Uenry  Winter  Davis,  Timothy  Davis,  Day,  Dean, 
De  Witt,  Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd.  Edic,  Edwards,  Enirie, 
Flagler,  Foster,  Galloway,  Giodings,  Gilbert,  Granger, 
Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan,  Thomas  L.  Harris,  Haven, 
Uolloway,  Ttiomas  R.  Horton,  Valentine  B.  Horton,  How- 
ard, 11  ogtuiton,  Kelsey,  King,  Knapp,  Knight,  Knowlton, 
Kiiox.  Letter,  Mace,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Matteson,  Mc- 
Cartv,  McMuUin,  Meacham,  Kiilian  Mdler,  Morgan,  Mor- 
rill. Mott,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Orr,  Parker,  Pearce.  Pel- 
ton,  Fennington,  Pike.  Pringle,  Purviance,  Puryear,  Reade, 
Ritchie,  Riverit,  Robbins,  Robison,  Sabin,  Sago,  Sapp, 
Bhfnnan,  Hiinmons,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  Smith, 
Spinner,  Stanton,  Stephens,  Stewart,  Stranahan,  Swope, 
Tappan,  Thorington,  Thurston,  Todd,  Trafton,  Trippe, 
Ty^ton,  Vail,  Valk,  Wade.  Wokeman,  Walbridge,  Wal- 
dron,-CadwaJader'C.  Washbume,  Elhhn  B.  Waslibume, 
Israel  Washburn,  WatMn,  Welch,  Whitney,  Williams, 
Wood,  Woodruff,  Wood  worth,  and  Zoilicofier— 120. 

Pending  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  NICHOLS  (when  his  name  was  called) 
said:  I  rise  to  a  personal  explanation,  in  relation 
to  the  proceedings  of  Wediiesdav  last.  In  the 
Globe  of  yesterday  I  find  the  following  debate 
reported  as  Ijavine  occurred  while  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Smith]  was  upon  th^  floor. 
I  commence  with  a  portion  of  that  gentleman 's 
remarks: 

*'  Here  are  two  parties  oppose^  to  the  Democratic  party 
of  the  House.  Of  cnnree  1  do  not  refer  to  ever>'  individual 
in  ttioite  parties ;  but  1  say  that  those  who  arc  called  Black 
R«>publicans  in  this  House  owe  their  election  here  to  Know 
NotkingUm. 

"  Mr.  Teapton.  1  should  like  to  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Tcnne«»ce  what  he  means  by  that  expression  ? 

**  Mr.  Smith.    By  what  expression  f 

"Mr.  TBArroif.    Black  Republicans. 

"Mr.  Smith.  I  mean  those  gentlemen  who  have  been 
voting  for  Mr.  Banks  ;  they  have  been  called  Black  Repub- 
licans   I  me  the  term  in  all  sourtesy. 

"Mr.  Tkafton.  Wlio  calls  thcin  Black  Rcpablicans? 
That  Lb  the  question. 

"  Mr.  Smith.  I  use  the  expression  in  all  courtesy.  The 
rca«on  why  tliey  are  called  so,  I  suppoHO,  is,  because  tlioy 
^K^ftnt  to  put  the  negro  upon  an  equality  with  the  white 
man. 

"Mr.  HourroN.  Above — they  would  put  them  above 
naturalized  foreigners. 

"Mr.  Smith.    Yes,  sir. 

"  Mr.  XicuoLs.  I  do  not  understand  the  party  to  which 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  alludes  to  occupy  any  such 
pwition  as  be  gives  for  them.  I  am  not  in  fhyor  of  putting 
the  blacks  upon  an  equality  with  tlie  whiter,  and  I  am  not 
aware  that  any  such  position  is  occupied  by  the  party  with  ' 
which  I  am  acting." 

This  last  paragraph  is  the  one  to  which  I  wish 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House.  In  the  re- 
'harlc  made  I  said  nothing  of  the  kind  attrib- 
uted to  me.  I  did  not  pretend  t^  speak  for  smy 
farty,  nor  to  speak  the  sentiments  of  any  party, 
did  not  hear  the  remark  of  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama,  {Mr.  Hou«ton,]  or  I  should  have  been 
more  8j>ccific,  and  should  nave  very  fully  defined 
niy  position  upon  both  branches  of  the  subject 
discussed.  The  remark,  as  reported,  contains 
the  implication,  at  least,  that  1  am  connected 
with  wnat  is  known  in  this  House  as  the  Ameri- 
can party,  and  that,  in  the  remarks  I  made,  I 
spoke  for  that  portion  of  the  American  party 
which  is  voting  for  Mr.  6akk$.  What  I  did 
■ay  was  this,  and  simply  this:  understanding 
the  eaiMleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Smith]  to 
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attribute  to  the  party  voting  for  Mr.  Banks  the 
position  of  placing  the  negroes  on  an  equality 
with  the  whites,  I  said:  **I  am  one  of  those  who 
have  been  voting  for  Mr.  Banks  in  tliis  Hall.  I 
have  voted  for  that  gentleman  over  eighty  times. 
I  occupy  no  such  posiikn  as  is  attributed  to 
those  gentlemen  by  tlie  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see. I  am  not  in  favor  of  putting  the  negro  on 
an  ecjuality  with  the  whites,  either  socially  or 


Mr.  Clerk,  standing  here,  as  I  do,  not  a  mem- 
ber of  this  American  party,  not  belonging  to  it, 
never  having  joined  it  and  never  intending  to 
join  it — opposed  as  I  am  to  the  platform  of  tliat 
party  as  promulgated  in  my  own  State,  and  op- 
posed in  toto  to  the  sentiments  of  the  party  as 
avowed  by  gentlemen  belonging  to  it  upon  this 
floor — I  have  no  desire — I  do  not  wish  to  say 
anything  which  shall  connect  me  to  it  in  any  way; 
nor,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  do  they  wish  to  oe 
made  responsible  for  any  sentiments  of  mine. 
Sir,  I  paddle  my  own  canoe  in  this  turmoil;  I 
speak  hy  no  rule  but  my  own.  I  have  therefore 
deemed  it  essential  that  this  correction  should  be 
made. 

Mr.  SNEED  (when  his  name  was  called)  said: 
Mr.  Clerk,  in  the  excitement  at  our  last  sitting, 
consequent  upon  the  fatigue  and  oppression  of 
one  long  nignt  session,  1  was  betrayed  into  a 
petulant  remark,  casting  an  improper  imputation 
upon  the  Clerk,  which  justice  to  myselt,  and  to 
the  manner  in  which  you  have  discharged  the 
delicate  and  responsible  duties  of  your  position, 
requires  mc  to  recall,  and  I  thus  publicly  do  vol- 
untarily recall  the  same.     I  vote  ay. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  take  advantage  of  this 
opportunity,  at  the  request  of  my  colleague,  Mr. 
Packer,  to  say  to  the  House,  that  a  record  may 
be  made  of  it,  that  he  has  been  called  home  sud- 
denly and  unexpectedly  by  a  very  serious  illness 
in  his  family,  of  a  daughter.  That  is  the  reason 
o{  his  absence  from  the  House  to-day. 

The  result  was  then  announced  as  above. 

The  CLERK.  On  the  last  day  in  which  the 
House  was  in  session,  a  resoluuon  was  offered 
by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Sneed]  to 
invite  the  Hon.  James  L.  Orr  to  take  the  chair 
temporarily;  upon  which  the  House  refused  to 
order  the  main  question.  The  Clerk  supposes, 
acting  as  we  are  under  parbamentary  low,  it  will 
come  before  the  House  this  morning  as  the  busi- 
ness in  order. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  would  be  very  much  obliged  to 
my  friend  from  Tennessee  it  he  would  with- 
draw the  resolution.  I  was  very  much  obliged 
to  him  for  having  oflfered  it;  but  tlie  House  having 
on  Wednesday  rcfbsed  to  order  the  main  Question, 
I  take  it  for  granted,  therefore,  that  notning  can 
result  from  its  further  continuance  before  the 
House.  In  order,  therefore,  that  the  House  may 
proceed  at  once  with  its  ballotting,  I  ask  the 
gentlemsin  from  Tennessee  to  withdraw  the  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  SNEED.  I  desire  to  see  the  resolution 
adopted,  but  I  myself  believe,  as  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  has  suggested,  from  the 
action  of  the  House  on  Wednesday,  that  they 
will  not  adopt  it.  If  I  have  the  right,  therefore, 
I  will  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  You  cannot  withdraw  it  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SNEED.  If  it  is  necessary,  I  ask  the 
consent  of  the  House  to  allow  me  to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  Has  the  gentleman  the 
right  to  withdraw  it? 

The  CLERK.  The  resolution  may  be  with- 
drawn if  no  objection  be  made. 

No  objection  was  made,  and  the  resolution  was 
withdrawn. 

Mr.  WALBRIDQE.  There  are  several  mem- 
bera  of  this  House  who  are  opposed  to  any  debate, 
to  any  discussion  whatever,  who  have  made  sun- 
dry efforts  to  rescind  the  ten-minute  rule;  there 
are  other  gentlemen  who  are  in  favor  of  discus- 
sion, and  do  not  wish  it  limited  by  any  rule.  Now 
I  propose  a  compromise  between  these  two  opin- 
ions, by  providing  that  a  vote  for  Speaker  shall 
be  taken  at  the  commencement  of  the  session  every 
day,  and  also  that  there  shall  be  a  vote  taken  at 
the  close  of  every  session,  thus  providing  for  two 
votes  to  be  taken  for  Speaker  every  day  until  an 
election  is  effected,  and  leaving  the  interim  to  be 
filled  up  with  speaking  or  voting  as  the  House  may 
determine.    I  have  embodied  the  idea  in  a  reso- 


lution which  I  will  read,  and  which  I  propose  to 

offer.     Here  it  is: 

Regolvedf  That  at  this  and  every  micceedinff  daily  nession 
of  the  House  until  a  Speaker  is  elected,  the  flrst  business  in 
order,  after  tlie  reading  of  the  Journal,  shall  he  to  vote  for 
Speaker ;  and  that  no  motion  to  adjourn  shall  be  in  order, 
except  immediately  succeedlug  the  announcement  of  a«vote 
for  Speaker. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  If  the  gentleman  will 
allow  me 

Mr.  WALBRIDGE.  I  have  but  little  time 
lefl. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  I  merely  want  to  make 
a  suggestion.  I  think  we  might  proceed  to  bcdlot, 
perhaps,  if  we  had  nothing  else  before  us.  I  hope 
the  gentleman  will  withdraw  his  resolution,  and 
allow  us  to  vote. 

The  Clerk  again  called  the  roll,  and  the  follow- 
ing was  the  result  of  the  one  hundred  and  sixth 
vote:  Whole  number  of  votes  caSt,  212; necessary 
to  a  choice,  107;  of  which — 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks  received 98 

William  A.  Richardson 70 

Henr>'  M.  Fuller 33 

Alexander  C.  M.  Penninj^n 7 

John  Williams l 

Samuel  Caruthers 1 

GUchrin  Porter 1 

Henry  Bennett 1 

James  L.  Orr 1 

So  tliere  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  JJanki—MeMn.  Albright,  Allison,  Ball.  Bar- 
bour, Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  Bingham,  Bliss,  Bradshaw, 
Budljigton,  Btirtingame,  James  II.  Campbell,  Lewi«  D. 
Cuninbell,  Cliaflce,  Clawson,  Colfax,  Combis,  Crasin, 
Cumback,  Dnmrell,  Timothy  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  De  Wilt, 
Dickson,  Dodd,  Durfce,  Edic,  Emrie,  Flagler,  Galloway, 
Giddin^s,  Gilbert,  Granser,  Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan, 
HoUoway,  Thomas  R.  HortoA,  Valentine  B.  Horton,  How- 
ard, Hughston,  Kelsey,  King,  Knapp,  Knight,  Knowlton, 
Knox,  Leitor,  Mace,  Matteson,  McCarty,  Meacham,  Kii- 
lian Miller,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Mott,  Nichols,  Norton.  Ab- 
drew  Oliver,  Parker,  Pearce,  Pelton.  Pennington,  Pettit, 
Pike,  Pringle,  Purviance,  Ritchie,  Robbhis,  Roberts,  Robl- 
son,  8abin,  oage,  Sapp,  Shonnan,  Simmons,  Spinner, 
Stanton,  Stranahan,  Tappan,  Thorington,  Thurrton.  Todd, 
Trafton,  Tyson,  Wade,  Wakeman,  Walbridge,  Waldron. 
Cadwalader  C.  WasJibumc,  Ellihu  B.  Washbume.  Israel 
Washburn,  Watson,  Welch,  Wood,  Woodruff,  and  Wood- 
worth. 

For  Mr.  AtcAordwm  —  Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen.  Barclay, 
Barksdale,  Bell,  Hendley  S.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie, 
Boyce,  Branch,  Burnett,  Cadwalader,  Caruthers,  Caskie, 
Clingman,  Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  David- 
son, Denver,  Dowdell,  Edmundson,  Elliott,  English, 
Faulkner,  Florence,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode,  Green- 
wood, Au^stus  Hall,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomas  L. 
HarriM,  Herbert,  Hickman,  Houston,  Jewett,  George  W. 
Jones,  Keitt,  Kelly,  Kidwell,  Letcher,  Lumpkin,  Samuel 
S.  Marshall,  Maxwell,  McMiUlin,  McQueen,  Smith  MilleJ*, 
MUlson,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Peck,  Phelps,  Powell,  Uult- 
roau,  Ruflin,  Rust,  Sandidge,  Savage,  Samuel  A.  Smith, 
Wilham  Smitli,  Stephens,  Stewart,  Talbott,  Taylor.  Vail, 
Warner,  Watkins,  Winslow,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  and  John 
V.  Wright. 

For  Mr.  FuUer—Mesan.  John  P.  Campbell,  Carlile.  Cax, 
Cullen,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Bthcridge,  Eustis,  Evans, 
Foster,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Hoffman,  KenneU,  Lake, 
Lindley,  Alexander  K.  Marshall,  Humphrey  Marshall, 
Millward,  Paine,  Porter,  Puryear,  Reade,  Ready,  Ricnud, 
Rivers,  William  R.  Smith,  Sneed,  Swope,  Trippe,  Under- 
wood, Valk,  Whitney,  and  Zollicoffer. 

For  Mr.  Pennin^n~yMcmn.  Bishop,  Dunn,  Edwards, 
Harrison,  Haven,  Moore,  and  Scott. 

For  Mr.  HlUiamt— Mr.  Wheeler. 

For  Mr.  CaruiA«r»— Mr.  Richardson. 

For  Mr.  Porter— Mr.  Henry  M.  Fuller. 

For  Mr.  Bennett — Mr.  Brenion. 

/br  JIfr.  Orr— Mr.  WUliams. 

Mr.  BROOKS  (when  his  name  was  called) 
stated  that  he  had  paired  off  with  ft^r.  Mukrat, 
of  New  York,  who  was  absent  from  the  city. 

Mr.  LINDLEY  (when  his  name  was  calledj 
said:  Mr.  Clerk,  if  it  is  not  out  of  order  I  would 
submit  a  few  remarks.  I  did  not  expect  that  I 
would,  at  any  time,  be  compelled  to  make  to  the 
House  and  my  constituents  an  explanation  of 
the  reason  why  I  have  been  casting  my  vote  as  I 
have  since  I  came  here.  Nor  would  1  now  say 
one  word,  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  1  have,  thia 
morning,  been  reading  the  published  speech  of 
my  friend  and  colleague,  Mr.  Caruthers.  That 
speech  forces  me  to  say  sometliing  in  vindica- 
tion of  the  course  which  I  have  pursued  in  this 
contest.  That  speech,  as  well  as  other  docu- 
ments, I  am  informed,  is  to  be  published  in  the 
city  press  of  St.  Louis,  and  will  go  to  Missouri — 
to  my  district;  and  it  becomes  me,  sir — I  owe  it 
to  myself — to  say  something  in  that  connection. 

Had  my  colleague  been  satisfied  to  state  the 
reasons  of  his  vote  fpr  the  Administration  candi- 
date—had he  taken  the  position  that  there  will 
shortly  be  but  two  great  parties  in  the  country, 
and  thiat  he  must  necessarily,  from  his  expressed 
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opinions  and  the  views  of  the  people  he  repre- 
sents, for  the  present  support  the  Administration 
candidate — had  he  been  satisfied  with  that  defini- 
tion of  his  position,  I  would  never  have  said  a 
word  in  rejoinder.  But  when,  in  addition,  he 
uii(fertakos  to  attack  the  gentleman  for  whom  I 
am  and  have  been  voting — when  he  asserts  that 
that  gentleman  is  unsound  in  his  views  in  respect 
to  the  interests  and  institutions  of  the  region  of 
country  which  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  repre- 
sent,  it  behooves  me  to  say  something  in  response. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Ful- 
ler,! who  is  before  tlie  House  as  a  candidate 
for  the  speakership,  and  for  whom  I  have  been 
voting,  has  received  my  vote  because  1  regarded 
him  as  conservative,  and  in  favor  of  the  great  com- 
promise measures  which  were  made  and  passed 
for  the  peace  of  tjie  country.  The  men  who  rally 
around  and  vote  for  that  gentleman,  and  the  scat- 
tering votes,  exhibit  more  moral  courage  than 
any  others  in  tliis  Hall.  They  are  the  only  men 
here  who  battle  against  sectional  parties;  and  the 
existence  of  this  controversy  requires  that  we 
should  still  stand  by  liiin,  ana  that  the  scattering 
votes  should  still  continue  to  stand  by  their  posi- 
tion, until  we  can  oi^anize  on  a  national  basis. 
I  am  not  willing  to  vote  for  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Banes,]  nor  for  the  gentle- 
man from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Richardson,]  on  account 
of  the  positions  which  they  occupy.  I  vote  for 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Fuller] 
because  he  is  conservative,  and  opposed  to  all 
sectionalism. 

In  order  to  answer  my  colleague's  remarks,  I 
•will  allude  to  that  part  of  it  where  he  gives  his 
reasons  for  not  voting  for  Mr.  Fuller.  First, 
the  ghost  of  the  murdered  "Wright  comes  up  be- 
fore nim.  He  cannot  vote  for  Mr.  Fuller  because 
Mr.  Puller  comes  here  as  the  successor  of  Mr. 
Wright.  Mr.  Fuller  defeated  Mr.  Wright,  a 
gentleman  who,  my  colleague  said,  stood  nrmly 
on  the  Nebraska  bill  when,  during  the  last  Con- 
gress ,  the  Nebraska  fight  was  at  its  crisis.  There- 
fore it  was  tliat  he  could  not  vote  for  Mr.  Fuller. 
Sir,  it  was  not  on  the  Nebraska  issue  that  Mr. 
Fuller  defeated  Mr.  Wright;  for  I  am  well  in- 
formed that  the  Nebraska  candidate  for  Governor 
beat  his  competitor  in  that  very  district.  There 
-was  something  else  besides  that  issue  entering 
into  the  canvass. 

But  again,  sir,  Mr.  Fuller  is  next  attacked 
because  he  votes  for  a  friend  of  his  from  the 
North,  Mr.  Pennington,  who  was  guilty,  during 
the  last  Congress,  of  voting  for  a  motion  to 
suspend  the  rules  to  enable  a  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  repeal 
of  the  fugitive  slave  law.  Sir,  in  voting  for  north- 
ern men,  I  do  not  require  that  they  shall  cut 
off  every  man  who  docs  not  agree  exactly  with 
them  in  politics.  All  I  ask  of  the  northern 
man  for  whom  I  cast  my  vote  is,  that  he  shaH 
plant  himself  upon  principles  that  are  conserva- 
tive, and  guaranty  to  the  South  all  her  rights, 
both  in  the  States  and  in  the  Territories;  and  if 
he  does  that,  he  may  vote  for  whom  he  pleases. 
I  should  hold  a  southern  man  to  strict  responsi- 
bility; but  cannot  expect  northern  men  to  leave 
personal  friends  on  account  of  political  tenets  in 
which  tliey  feel  no  deep  interest.  All  I  ask  is, 
that  he  be  right  in  principle.  But  if  mv  colleague 
is  correct  in  Tiis  argument,  I  ask  him  wnere  stands 
his  own  candidate,  Mr.  Richardson,  of  Illinois? 
That  gentleman,  sir,  has  voted  to  extend  the  Mis- 
souri compromise  to  the  Pacific,  and  he  has  voted 
for  those  obnoxious  restrictions  in  tlie  Orccon 
bill.  He  is  here  also  upon  this  floor  casting  nis 
vote  for  Mr.  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller  and  other 
northern  gentlemen  who  in  the  last  Congress  op- 
posed the  Nebraska  bill.  If,  therefore,  the  fact 
of  voting  for  Mr.  Henry  M.  Fuller,  by  going 
to  the  third  and  fourth  decree  of  voting,  makes 
me  vote  in  a  diflferent  way  from  what  I  am  on  the 
record,  it  convicts  my  friend  also  of  voting  against 
the  Nebraska  bill.  But  I  consider  that  there  is 
liotliing  in  that  process  of  argument;  and  neither 
HiCHARDsoN  nor  Fuller  adopt  the  votes  or  ac- 
tion of  every  man  for  whom  they  cast  compli- 
mentary votes;  for  neither  has  voted  for  any 
man  wlio  had  any  chfince  of  election.  I  have 
always  been  in  the  habit  of  voting  for  Democrats 
who  were  my  friends,  but  I  did  not  consider  my- 
self as  thereby  adopting  all  the  votes  they  ever 
gave. 

But  I  consider  that  Mr.  RicnAROsoN  is  quite  as 


obnoxious  as  Mr.  Fuller  to  the  charge  of  voting 
for  nortliem  men  who  were  opposed  to  the  Ne- 
braska bill.  All  that  I  desire  is,  that  my  candi- 
date ^all  stand  upon  correct  principles.  And 
what  are  the  declaration  of  Mr.  Fuller?  My 
colleague,  [Mr.  Caruthers,]  and  another  col- 
league, [Mr.  Oliver,]  who  tells  nie  he  has  writ- 
ten letters  to  Missouri  for  publication  on  the  sub- 
ject, giving  his  reasons  for  votingfor  Richardson, 
and  nootlier  candidate,  give  a  diiferent  exposition 
to  those  declarations  than  the  one  given  by  the 

fentleman  who  proj>ounded  the  questions.  Mr. 
*uller  was  asked  if  he  was  in  favor  of  a  restora- 
tion of  tlie  Missouri  compromise,  and  his  reply 
was,  that  if  it  could  be  restored  he  would  be  in 
favor  of  it,  but  that,  under  the  circumstances  by 
which  we  are  surrounded,  he  would  vote  against 
it.  We  have  his  declarations  here,  and  those 
declarations  should  be  so  construed  as. to  be  con- 
sistent with  one  another.  He  has  a  ri^ht  to 
put  his  own  construction  on  them,  and  it  is  tliis: 
not  that  he  is  afraid  of  the  Executive,  or  of  the 
Senate,  but  that  it  is  morally  impossible  to  restore 
the  Missouri  compromise,  because  it  is  morally 
impossible  to  restore  the  country  to  the  condition 
in  wliich  it  was  when  that  compromise  was  in- 
terfered with  by  the  passage  of  the  Kansas-Ne- 
braska bill.  He  meant  that  he  would  go  for  its 
restoration  if  you  could  change  time,  and  roll  it 
back  upon  its  axis,  and  bring  the  country ,  in  every 
respect,  to  the  condition  in  which  it  was  before 
the  passage  of  that  bill;  but  he  never  has  said, 
and  he  never  will  say,  that  he  is  in  favor  of  re- 
enacting  the  Missouri  compromise.  That  is  the 
construction  which  my  colleagues  put  on  his  dec- 
laration. They  make  him  say  that  he  would 
rcenact  it  if  it  were  possible,  whereas  he  has  con- 
tinually said,  that  ne  would  not  reenact  it  if  it 
were  possible.  Sir,  the  day  after  he  made  that 
declaration,  the  Washington  Union  came  out  and 
complimented  Mr.  Fuller  very  highly,  and  said 
that  he  had  taken  a  very  right  position.  It  speaks 
as  follows: 

"Mr.  FDLLBtt'8  SpBECB. — The  featare  of  yeeterday'g 
debate  was  unquestionably  tbespeccb  of  the  Hod.  UenrtM. 
Fuller,  of  Fcnnpylvania.  Mnch  interest  has  been  felt  as 
to  the  portion  of  ihi«  gentlQinan,  inasmuch  as,  while  be 
was  put  forward  by  the  eoothern  Know  Nothings  as  an 
emiiiently  national  man,  he  received  during  the  eariy  stages 
of  the  balloting^  the  voteaof  someof  the  mostdocided  anti- 
Nebraska  men  of  the  North.  The  class  of  soothcm  Know 
Nothhiiefs  who  have  rallied  around  Mr.  Fuller,  finding  that 
their  position  was  becoming  uncomfortable,  in  view  ^  the 
record  made  by  Ujc  different  and  difibring  supporters  of  that 
gontleman,  seemed  to  have  determined  to  have  liis  senti- 
ments on  the  Mavery  question  clearly  understood.  With  a 
view  to  settle  the  difficulty,  no  doubt,  Mr.  Fuller  yesterday 
addressed  the  House,  and  io  a  brief  speech  of  great  i^xkI 
sense  and  excellent  temper  he  defined  nis  position,  which, 
including  his  prompt  response  to  Mr.  PercyWalker,  of  the 
Mobile  district,  may  l»e  simimed  up  as  follows :  Acquies- 
cence in  the  legisli^on  of  Congress  on  the  Nebraska  bill 
as  a  final  settlement  of  that  question  on  the  principle  of 
popular  soverei|;nty,  and  a  distinct  refusal  to  assist  in  re- 
storing the  Missouri  compromise.  We  heard  this  avowal 
with  much  pleasure,  and  desire,  here  and  now,  to  express 
our  tiionks  to  him  for  the  involuntary  tribute  wliich  be  paid 
to  a  great  Democratic  principle. 

"  Mr.  Fuller,  however,  (Ud  not  say  that  he  was  willing 
to  apply  the  principle  of  the  Nebraska  bill  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  any  future  Territories,  nor  is  It  understood  that  he 
is  separated  from  the  Know  Notliing  party,  between  whose 
unconstitutional  tet'ts  and  oaths  and  the  Democratic  party 
there  is  an  impassable  gulf.  But  he  has  done  nobly  and 
well  thus  far ;  and  we  fervently  hope  that,  when  ho  shall 
see  that  northern  RnoW  Nothingism  ^nd  Abolitionism  are 
almost  synonymous  terms,  and  when  he  shall  realize,  as 
he  doubtless  will  realize,  and  that  very  soon,  that  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Nebraska  bill  is  ilie  only  one  that  can  reconcile 
ftiture  disputes  on  the  questionof  slavery  in  the  Territories, 
be  will  complete  the  good  work  by  taking  his  stand  under 
the  flag  of  the  Democracy,  and  so  most  truly  and  fujly  rep- 
resent bis  own  immediate  constituents  and  the  national 
sentiment  of  the  American  people." 

Mr.  Clerk,  Mr.  Fuller's  position  is  sufficient 
for  me.  It  vindicates  me  at  home,  and  vindicates 
every  southern  man  who  has  voted  for  him.  His 
own  colleagues  who  are  opposed  to  the  Nebraska 
bill  have  denounced  him  on  this  floor  for  the  posi- 
tion he  has  taken  here  in  favor  of  southern  rights. 
My  colleague,  Mr.  Carutiicrs,  in  the  speech 
which  he  made  during  the  last  Congress  on  the 
Kansas  bill,  said  that  he  was  satisfied  that  it  was 
a  southern  measure,  because  northern  sentiment 
was  opposed  to  it,  and  on  the  same  ^ound  these 
denunciations  of  Mr.  Fuller  are  evidence  of  his 
soundness  upon  these  questions. 

The  position  of  the  gentleman  in  regard  to  the 
Territories  is  thi:^  that  the  Territories  belong  to 
all  the  States,  and  that  the  people  of  all  the  States 
have  a  right  to  so  into  those  Territories  with  what- 
ever property  they  may  have  tliat  is  recognized  as 


property  in  any  State  in  this  Union.  That  is  a 
broad  principle,  and  one  upon  which  w*e  can  all 
stand.     I  read  from  the  Congressional  Globe: 

^^  Mr.  Fcller,  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Clerk,  f  am  net 
in  the  habit  of  being  very  much  disturbed  by  what  may  be 
said  either  for  or  against  me ;  but,  inasmuch  as  it  was  intiiD- 
nted  this  morning  by  one  of  my  colleagues  that  my  posi- 
tion was  misunderstood;  I  desire  to  a^'ail  myself  or  ihM 
opportunity,  with  the  mdulgence  of  genUcmen  of  tta« 
House,  to  declare  fully  and  frankly  wliat  my  relations  are. 

"  It  n  conceded,  I  believe,  tiiat  the  difficulty  wtaicta  lies 
Qt  the  fomidation  of  all  our  troubles  is  the  one  que^oioa  of 
dlaveiy.  I  desire  to  declare  I  am  opposed  to  the  present 
ugitaUon  of  the  subject  of  slavery,  for  the  reason  that,  ia 
my  humble  Judgment,  no  possible  good  can  result  froin 
that  agitation  in  the  present  excited  state  of  public  feeliog. 
On  the  contnuy,  that  all  discussion  upon  this  subject  mnsc 
now  result,  as  it  ever  has  heretofore  resulted,  in  evil  and 
mischief;  creating  popular  discontent,  indi^iduaJ  dietrosl, 
sectional  alienaUon  and  division.  I  am  willing,  tberdan. 
to  leave  this  quesUon  of  slavery  where  the  ConstitutMS  or 
the  country  has  left  it,  [applause,]  with  the  peof^e  who 
tolerate  it,  to  control,  regulate,  and  determine  for  them> 
Helves.  [Renewed  applause.]  I  shall  not  meddle  or  iuo- 
fere  with  the  subJecL  I  will  do  nothing  to  distui1»  mmf 
existing  relationi).  If  it  be  an  evil,  it  is  their  evil;  if  it  be  a 
blemiiig,  it  is  their  blessing.  I  make  no  aggresnons  npoa 
the  rights  or  icelings  of  any  man,  or  of  any  section ;  aor 
will  I  submit  to  any  invasion  of  mine. 

<'  With  respect  to  post  legislation  there  is  an  bone«t  diffid- 
ence of  opinion.  I  supported  the  compromise  oieavum 
of  1650 ;  and  was  willing  to  regard  them  a  flnaiity.  I  ohoold 
have  opposed  the  legislation  of  the  last  Congress ;  I  4o  mc 
indorse  it  now.  Believing  that  agitaticm  then,  as  aj^tatifla 
nowj  could  result  in  no  public  go<)d,  and  having  in  view  tha 
public  peace  and  the  public  welfare,  I  am  willing  Chat  the 
past  should  bnry  its  own  dcail,  and  desire,  forgetting  (onan 
od'ens^  to  unite  with  my  fellow-citizens  eveiywhere  in  a 
patriotic  eflbrt  to  bring  back  the  country  to  tiiat  at^Ue  of 
good  feeling  and  social  harmony  which  once  existiMi,  awl 
ought  never  to  have  been  disturbed.  I  believe  that  there 
can  be  no  doubt  ^ith  regard  to  my  sentiments  on  this  suh* 
Ject.  If  there  be,  I  am  wiliing  tostand  up  befbre  this  great 
inquisition,  and  submit  myself  to  the  interrogatories  o£tbm 
grand  inquibitors.    [Applause.] 

"  Mr.  Brbrman.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman  cme  qse»- 
tion.  I  do  so  for  the  ptupoee  of  infbrraation.  WonM  yo« 
be  willing  to  allow  the  institution  of  slavery  to  obtain  an 
advantage,  or  be  extended,  by  reason  of  tlie  rtpeal  of  dm 
Missouri  compromise  f  I  put  the  question  to  the  genUesMA 
with  the  greatest  respect. 

**  Mr.  Fuller.  And  I  will  respectfully  answer  It.  I  will 
leave  the  matter  to  the  people.    [  Applauae.J 

**  Mr.  SHSRXiJi.    What  people  ? 

<<  Mr.  Fdllbk.  The  people  who  are  to  be  inunediat^ 
affected  by  it.  If  Kansas — and  I  wish  to  be  distinctly  un- 
derstood—presents herself  for  admlssi<Mi  into  the  Uiuoa,  I 
shall  vote  for  her  admission  without  refer^ooe  to  the  qiit«- 
tion  of  slavery. 

"  [This  sentiment  was  greeted  by  clapping  of  trniday 
and  cries  of  *  Good  I*] 

"  Mr.  Saob.  Would  you  vote  for  the  repeal  of  the  Mis- 
souri compromise  ? 

*'  Mr.  Foller.  I  have  said  that  I  do  not  seek  to  dinttrb 
that  question.  If  the  Missouri  compromise  can  be  re^orai 
I  would  most  certainly  be  in  fkvor  of  its  rottoratioa ;  bat  ia 
view  of  tlie  difficulties  which  surround  that  questioii,  and 
must  defeat  your  efforts,  I  say  that  I  am  opposed  to  the 
agitation  of  the  question. 

«  Mr.  Walker.  Before  I  cast  my  vote,  I  desire  to  ask 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Fcllkr]  the  qiir»- 
tion  which  was  propounded  to  him  by  the  gentleman  on  the 
opjiosite  side  of  the  House,  from  tlio  State  of  New  Vork, 
[Mr.  Saqc]  The  question  is  this  :  whetlier  he  wouM  vote 
for  the  repeal  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  act  ?  or,  to  use  6ie 
language  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  would  be  voce 
for  the  restoration  of  the  Missouri  compromise,  with  the 
restriction  as  to  the  line,  or  not,  if  that  question  were  SntrcK 
duced  ? 

'<  Mr.  FnLLRR.  I  stated  that  if  I  had  been  a  member  of 
the  last  Congress,  I  should  have  voted  against  the  teirito- 
rial  legislation  of  that  Congress.  But  I  am  willing  now  to 
resist  agitaticm,  and  abide  by  the  laws  as  they  are ;  ajid, 
resisting  agitation,  I  shall  vote  against  it.  And  now,  Mr. 
Clerk,  and  fellow-citizens,  I  have  one  word  more  to  say. 
I  have  been  charged  with  being  an  obstacle  in  the  way  of 
the  organization  of  this  body.  My  position,  humble  as  it  is, 
has  been  magnified  into  this  importance.  I  never  dedredj 
and  have  not  expected,  an  election.  I  have  neither  asked 
for,  nor  declined  It.  I  have  given  no  pledgee  to  obtain  it. 
Grateful,  indeed,  I  am  Ibr  the  expressions  of  confidence 
and  of  kindnsss  which  I  have  received  ;  but  I  should  be 
vastly  more  pleased  if  the  suffrages  which  have  been  given 
to  me  should  be  cast  for  an  abler  and  a  worthier  man." 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman's  time  has  ex- 
pired.    [Cries  of  **  Go  on !"] 

Mr.  KENNETT.  I  hope  my  colleague  wiU 
be  allowed  to  go  on. 

The  CLERK.  If  there  be  no  objection,  the 
gentleman  can  proceed. 

Mr.  THORINGTON.     I  object. 

The  CLEIRK.  Objection  being  made,  the  gen- 
tleman cannot  proceed. 

Mr.  OLIVER,  of  Missouri.  I  hope  an  opj>or- 
tunity  will  be  allowed  to  my  colleague  to  complete 
his  remarks.  I  move  that  he  be  permitted  to  go 
on. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  would  say  to  the 
gentleman  from  Missouri,  that  such  a  motion  ia 
not  in  order,  inasmuch  as  the  resolution  of  the 
House  prohibits  longer  debate  than  ten  minutes, 
if  there  is  objection.  ^^W. 
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Mr.  THORINGTON.  I  withdraw  my  objec- 
tion. 

Mr.  Q.UITMAN.  I  am  sorry  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Missouri  has  come  under  the  declara- 
tion wliich  I  made  several  days  ago,  but  I  am 
obliged  to  be  impartial.  I  therefore  object  to  his 
going"  on. 

Mr.  ETHERIDGE.  I  move  a  suspension  of 
the  rule,  so  as  to  enable  the  gentleman  to  go  on. 
Mr.  STEPHENS.  If  the  object  is  only  to 
suspend  it  for  the  time  bcinff,  I  shaU  oppose  it. 
If  it  is  the  intention  of  the  House  to  go  into  a 
discussion  of  these  questions  before  the  election 
of  a  Speaker,  1  wish  to  be  heard  upon  all  of  them; 
and  I  wish,  therefore,  that  upon  the  motion  sub- 
mitted by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  a  test 
may  be  made.  I  am  willing  to  adhere  to  the  ten- 
minute  rule,  and  have  been  so  up  to  this  time.  I 
conformed  to  it  myself  the  other  day,  when  I  was 
anxious  to  go  on.  If  a  majority  of  the  House 
stand  witli  me,  we  can  vote  aown  the  motion  to 
suspend  the  rule  in  this  instance;  but  if  a  majority 
'wish  to  launch  out  into  debate,  let  us  rescind  the 
rule  directly;  I  am  willing  to  do  that.  But  if  it  is 
rescinded  in  one  case, and  one  gentleman  is  allowed 
to  go  on,  I  shall  certainly  claim  also  to  be  heard 
beiore  the  House  upon  all  those  questions  involved 
in  the  organization.  I  shall  vote  against  suspend- 
ing the  rule. 

Mr.  OLIVER,  of  Missouri.  I  do  not  think  that 
this  House,  or  the  country,  would  lose  anything 
by  admitting  the  widest  latitude  of  debate.  In 
view  of  the  circumstances  by  which  we  find  our- 
selves surroimded,  I  think  that  the  least  possible 
limitation  or  restriction  should  be  thrown  round 
the  privileges  of  debate. 

We  have  been  voting  for  a  Speaker  for  the  last 
six  weeks  without  attaining  any  practical  result. 
I  believe  that,  under  the  circumstances,  it  is  import- 
ant, for  the  establishment  and  the  ascertainment 
of  great  principles,  that  we  should  be  permitted 
to  enter  into  the  widest  possible  range  of  debate, 
in  order  that  not  only  ourselves,  but  the  whole 
country,  may  knoyr  how  it  is,  why  it  is,  and 
upon  what  ground,  we  are  here  in  an  unorganized 
state  for  this  length  of  time.  I  trust  my  colleague 
will  be  permitted  to  proceed.  I  desire  to  hear 
from  him,  and  to  hear  from  him  the  reasons 
which  have  induced  him  to  pursue  the  course 
which  he  has  during  this  session.  I  also  wish  to 
be  heard  myself,  and  to  give  to  this  House,  my 
constituents,  and  the  country,  the  reasons  by 
which  I  have  been  influenced  in  constantly  casting 
my  vote  for  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Illinois 
[Mr.  Richardson]  for  the  Speaker  of  this  House, 
as  also  the  reasons  which  will  lead  me  to  continue 
to  so  cast  my  votes  to  the  end  of  the  chapter. 

I  therefore  hope  the  House  will  allow  my  col- 
league to  proceed  with  his  remarks.  No  narm 
can  be  done  to  the  country  by  debate.  We  may 
vote  and  vote  on  the  whole  day  without  attaining 
any  practical  result,  as  we  have  voted  for  the  last 
six  weeks.  But  discussion  is  useful  to  us,  use- 
ful to  the  country,  and  I  sincerely  trust  it  will  be 
permitted  to  proceed. 

Mr.  MEACHAM.  I  object  entirely  to  any 
suspension  of  the  ten-minute  rule  temporarily.  1 
neither  wish  to  make  a  speech  myself,  nor  do  I 
want  to  hear  any  other  member  of  Congress  make 
one,  until  we  have  a  Speaker;  but  I  thi^  it  is  but 
fair,  if  one  individual  should  be  permitted  unlim- 
ited time  to  speak,  another  man  should  have  the 
same  privilege ;  and  therefore  I  say  the  restriction 
should  be  removed  entirely,  or  not  at  ^. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  rise  to  a  |>oint  of  order. 
It  is  this,  that  when  the  roll  is  being  called,  no 
motion  and  no  debate  is  in  order.  If  the  Clerk 
decides  that  the  motion  is  out  of  order,  then  we 
get  rid  of  the  debate.  I  hope  the  Clerk  will  de- 
cide tlie  question. 

Mr.  MEIACHAM.  I  only  want  fair  play. 
Let  all  have  the  same  privileges  and  stand  upon 
the  same  platform  of  nghts. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  was  about  to  say 
that,  in  his  opinion,  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Etheridoe]  is  not  in  order; 
and  he  would  suggest  to  the  gentleman  that  he  with- 
draw it  until  the  result  of  this  vote  is  announced. 
Mr.  ETHERIDGE.  I  withdraw  the  motion. 
Mr.  CARUTHERS.  I  rise  for  the  purpose 
of  appealing  to  tlie  gentleman  from  Mississippi 
[Mr.  dniTMAN]  to  withdraw  his  objection  to  my 
colleajgue  proceeding.  I  understand  he  is  the 
only  mdividual  who  objected. 


The  CLERK.    A  number  of  others  objected. 

Mr.  CARUTHERS.  Then  I  appeal  to  all  who 
objected  to  witlidraw  their  objections. 

The  CLERK.  Will  the  gentleman  allow  the  re- 
sult of  the  vote  to  be  annouiiced  before  he  proceeds  ? 

Mr.  CARUTHERS.    Certainly. 

The  result  of  the  vote  was  then  announced,  as 
above  recorded. 

DECLARATION  OF  PRINCIPLES. 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER.  I  have  in  my  hand  a 
resolution,  which  I  propose  to  send  to  the  Clerk's 
desk  to  be  read  to  the  House.  In  tliis  prolonged 
contest  for  Speaker  there  has  been  one  feature 
developed  to  which  I  wish  to  advert  for  a  mo- 
ment. Of  tlie  three  principal  candidates  who  have 
been  voted  for  for  Speaker,  there  is  but  one  who 
has  answered  the  questions  which  have  been  pro- 
pounded to  them  touching  political  principles  in- 
volved in  this  contest.  The  other  two  ffentlemen 
have  declined  to  answer,  for  reasons,  doubtless, 
satisfactory  to  themselves. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
[Mr.  Fuller,]  for  whom  I  have  cast  my  votes, 
has  frankly  and  fully  answered  all  the  questions 
put  to  him.  When  questions  were  propounded 
to  the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr. 
Richardson] — a  gentleman  for  whom  I  have 
great  personal  respect,  and  in  whose  position  upon 
many  great  questions  of  national  poUtics  I  heartily 
sympathize — he  declined  to  answer,  upon  the 
ground  that  he  was  a  candidate.  I  unaerstand 
that  some  of  the  friends  of  that  gentleman  re^rd 
his  remark,  declining  to  answer,  as  made  in  a 
jocular  spirit.  Whether  that  was  so  or  not,  when 
questions  were  propounded  to  the  distinguished 

fentleman  from  JViassachusetts,  [Mr.  Banks,]  he 
eclined  to  answer,  availing  himself  of  the  answer 
of  the  gentleman  flrom  Illinois  as  a  precedent  for 
his  course. 

Now,  sir,  we  have  tried  almost  every  expedient 
to  bring  about  a  solution  of  this  question,  which 
blocks  up  the  business  of  the  Thirty-Fourth  Con- 
gress for  a  period  of  five  or  six  weeks.  And  I 
now  propose  to  recur  to  the  great  fundamental 
principles  which  lie  at  the  bottom  of  republican 
Government,  When  men  aspire  to  political 
office,  it  is  their  duty,  frankly  and  fully,  to  answer 
all  questions  which  relate  to  questions  involved 
in  their  election.  Believing  in  the  correctness  of 
that  principle,  and  in  order  that  my  friend  from 
Illinois  may  be  able  to  unfetter  the  lips  of  the 
gentleman  m)m  Massachusetts,  I  propose  to  ask 
the  ffentleman  from  Illinois  a  question  or  two.  I 
ask  him  whether  I  am  right  m  supposing  that 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Richardson] 
regards  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill  as  promotive 
of  the  formation  of  free  States  in  the  Territories 
of  Kansas  and  Nebraska?  Am  I  right  in  sup- 
posing he  advocates  the  constitutionality  of  tne 
Wilmot  proviso;  that  in  1850  he  opposed  its  ap- 
plication to  the  territories  acquired  tVom  Mexico, 
only  upon  the  ground  that  it  was  unnecessary^ 
inasmuch  as  the  Mexican  local  laws  in  those  ter- 
ritories already  abolished  slavery — which  ought 
to  be  sufficient  for  all  Free-Soil  men;  and  that  he 
committed  himself  to  the  position  that  if  territo- 
rial bills  (silent  upon  the  subject  of  slavery,  and 
leaving  the  Mexican  law  to  ope  rate  J  were  de- 
feated, he  would  vote  for  bills  with  tne  Wilmot 
Eroviso  in  them  ?  Am  I  right  in  supposing  that 
is  theory  is,  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  does  not  carry  slavery  to,  and  protect  it 
in,  the  Territories  of  the  United  States  ?  That  in 
the  territory  acquired  from  France,  (including 
Kansas  and  Nebraska,)  the  Missouri  restriction 
was  necessary  to  make  the  territory  free,  because 
slavery  existed  there  under  France  at  the  time  of 
the  acquisition,  but  that  the  Kansas  and  Nebraska 
bill,  which  repeals  that  restriction,  but  neither 
legislates  slavery  into  those  Territories  nor  ex- 
cludes it  therefrom,  in  his  opinion,  leaves  tliose 
Territories  without  either  local  or  constitutional 
law  protecting  slavery;  and  that  therefore  the 
Kansas  and  Nebraska  bill  promotes  the  formation 
of  free  States  in  Kansas  and  Nebraska  ? 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  would  suggest  to  my  friend 
that,  if  this  course  of  questioning  candidates  is  to 
be  pursued,  he  had  better  reduce  his  questions  to 
writing,  and  then  there  can  be  no  difficulty  or  cavil 
on  the  partof  anybody  or  any  party  in  this  House. 
Place  them  in  writing,  and  then  the  candidates  for 
the  speakership  can  have  an  opportunity  to  an- 
swer them  understandingly. 


Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER.  I  will  reduce  them  to 
writing,  if  it  is  desired,  and  thus  give  my  friend 
from  Illinois  an  opportunity  to  answer. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  will  answer  all  the 
questions  which  the  gentleman  has  proposed  to 


me, 


ne,  and  all  others— only  reduce  them  to  writing. 
["Right!"  "Righf,"] 

The  CLERK.  Did  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee propose  a  resolution  .* 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER.  As  I  said  before,  I  have 
great  re^ct  for  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  and 
agree  with  him  in  some  of  his  opinions  on  great 
national  questions;  but  I  believed  there  were  some 
things  which  were  not  generally  understood  here, 
and  for  that  reason  I  have  propounded  the  ques- 
tions I  have.  I  now  send  the  resolution  which  I 
have  prepared  to  the  Clerk. 

The  resolution  was  read,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  lliai  in  conformity  with  the  principles  of  a  great 
popular  Government,  such  aji  that  of  the  United  States,  it  ia 
the  duty  of  all  candldateg  for  political  position  frankly  and 
ftilly  to  state  their  opinions  upon  important  political  ques- 
tions involved  in  their  election,  and  especially  when  tlioy 
are  interrogated  by  the  body  of  elcctOK  whose  votea  they 
are  seeking. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  ask  my  friend  from  Ten- 
nessee whether  he  proposes  to  propoimd  the  same 
questions  to  his  own  candidate  ? 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER.  I  understand  that  the 
gentleman  for  whom  I  have  been  voting  is  willing 
to  answer  any  questions. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  That  is  not  an  answer  to 
my  question.  The  gentleman  can  answer  my 
question,  and  that  is,  whether  or  not  he  intends 
to  propound  the  same  questions  to  the  gentleman 
from  Fennsylvania,  [Mr.  Fuller,]  and  to  the 
gentleman  n-om  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Ranks,] 
or  whether  he  proposes  to  confine  them  to  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Richardson?] 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER.  The  gentleman  for 
whom  I  have  voted  has  answered  all  the  ques- 
tions involved  in  this  controversy. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  gentleman  seems  dis- 
posed to  catechise  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  in 
order  to  break  the  ice.  Why  not  break  the  ice 
upon  his  own  side  of  the  House;  and  why  should 
his  questions  be  confined  to  one  candidate?  The 
gentleman  from  Illinois  has  indicated  his  pur- 
pose— a  correct  purpose — to  answer  any  and  all 
questions,  and  I  want  those  same  questions  put 
to  all  the  xuuididates.  Another  thin^;  it  is  im- 
possible that  either  one  of  those  candidates  could 
answer  those  questions  within  the  limit  of  ten 
minutes.  Now,  sir,  I  ask  my  friend  from  Ten- 
nessee, whether  he  will  not  so  modify  or  restrict 
his  questions  as  that  gentlemen  can  give  full  and 
distinct  answers  within  the  time  allowed  them  by 
the  rule? 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER.  The  gentleman  from 
Alabama  [Mr.  Houston]  seems  to  take  great 
interest  in  this  matter.    Does  he  wince  ? 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    Not  a  particle  of  interest. 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER.  I  will  reduce  these 
questions  to  writing,  as  requested  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Alabama,  and  furnish  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois  [Mr.  Richardson]  with  a  copy  of 
them. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  do  not  raise  any  objection 
at  all  to  your  doing  so.  I  would  not  nave  made 
these  remarks,  or  interfered  in  the  matter,  but  for 
the  very  prompt  and  manly  manner  in  which  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Richardson]  ac- 
cepted the  gauntlet  thrown  down  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Zollicoffer.]  The 
gentleman  from  Illinois  has  shown  not  only  his 
willingness,  but  his  desire,  to  answer  promptly 
and  fiSly,  and  he  will  do  so.  But  an  unfair  in- 
ference is  capable  of  being  drawn,  and  might  be 
drawn,  from  the  fact  of  these  questions  being 

firopounded  only  to  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
llinois,  as  if  he  were  the  only  one  of  th©  candi- 
dates failing  to  make  known  his  position  on  those 
points.  I  do  not  suppose  »that  my  friend  from 
Tennessee  intended  such  an  improper  and  unfair 
inference  to^be  drawn  from  his  questions;  but  he 
cannot  fail  to  see  that  such  inference  might  bo 
drawn,  and  I  desire  promptly  to  repel  such  an 
idea  in  connection  witn  his  remarks. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  As  I  heard  that  resolution 
read,  I  cordially  approve  it. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  (interrupting.)  I  was  going 
to  add  one  otlier  remark,  ana  tliat  was  this 

The  CLERK .  The  Clerk  understood  the  gen- 
tleman from  Alabama  as  yielding  the  floor. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    I  had  not  yielded  the  floor, 
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although  I  am  perfectly  willine  to  give  it  up  to 
the  gentleman  from  CJeoraa,  [Mr.  Stepheks.] 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  You  can  say  what  you 
wish;  I  yield  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  1  was  just  going  to  allude, 
Mr.  Clerk,  to  the  fact  that  the  candidate  on  our 
side  of  the  House  is  being  voted  for  on  a  platform 
which  is  a  declaration  of  principles  on  these  sub- 
jectsi  and  his  position,  therefore,  is  patent  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  remarked,  Mr.  Clerk, 
that  1  cordially  approved  the  resolution  offered 
by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee.  I  hold,  as  I 
understand  that  resolution  declares,  it  to  be  in 
accordance  with  the  fundamental  principles  of 
the  Grovernment  of  the  United  States,  that  a  man 's 
principles,  who  is  a  candidate  for  office,  should 
ha  known,  fully,  clearly,  and  distinctly.  I  am  glad 
to  see  the  gentleman  announce  such  a  wholesome 
truth.  But,  if  I  understand  the  organization  of 
the  pcirty  to  which  he  belongs,  it  had  its  origin  in 
the  profoundest  secresy,  and  all  its  prmcipics,  as 
•  well  as  its  very  existence,  were  shielded  by  an 
oath.  At  fiist  it  **  lived  and  moved  and  had  its 
being"  in  s«eresi^---again8t  those  fundamentcd  prin- 
cinles  in  our  institutions.  Now  I  should  like  to 
ask  that  gentleman  himself  [Mr.  Zollic  offer] 
a  question,  and  it  is,  whether  he  does  not  belong 
to  a  party  each  member  j>f  which,  at  the  time  he 
joined,  was  not  sworn  never  to  communicate  the 
fundamental  principles  of  its  organization,  and 
sworn  never  to  make  known  even  the  existence 
of  tliat  organization? 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER.  I  am  willing  to  answer 
the  question  of  the  gentleman  from  Gteorgia, 
[Mr.  Stephens,]  although  I  sec  that  the  object 
is  to  dodgo  the  issues  presented  this  morning.  I 
see  the  fluttering  movement  of  the  partridge  when 
mokinff  a  decoy  movement  to  elude  pursuit.  I 
say  to  nira,  I  belong  to  the  American  party;  but 
I  belonff  to  no  party  which  is  sworn  to  conceal 
its  funaamcntai  prmciples.  [Applause  in  the 
galleries.]  I  belon?  to  a  party  wnich  has  boldly 
and  fearlessly  mode  known  to  the  country  its 
national  and  constitutional  principles,  and  wnich 
conceals  none  of  those  principles. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  whether  he  does  not  belong  to  a  party 
every  member  of  which,  at  the  time  he  joinea, 
was  sworn  never  to  vote  for  any  man,  for  any 
office,  but  a  native-bom  citizen,  in  favor  of 
"Americans  to  rule  America,**  nor  for  a  Roman 
Catholic;  ond  whether  every  member  thereof — 
himself  included — was  not  sworn  never  to  make 
known  even  the  existence  of  such  an  association, 
much  less  its  principles,  aims,  or  objects? 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER.  A  continuous  move- 
ment to  decoy  me  from  my  purpose ! 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  No,  sir;  it  is  in  no  way 
intended  to  decoy.    I  want  an  answer. 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER.  Suppose,  Mr.  Clerk, 
that  that  were  true!  [Laughter.]  Is  that  an 
answer  to  the  questions  propounded  by  me?  Is 
there  any  concealment  or  our  disposition  to  sus- 
tain for  public  office  a  native-born  American  in 
preference  to  a  foreigner? 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  take  it  for  granted,  then, 
that  the  gentleman  does  belon?  to  such  a  party, 
thus  secret,  and  thus  shicldeain  its  secrets  by 
oaths;  and  while  I  was  telling  the  gentleman  and 
the  country  that  I  was  in  favor  of  this  resolution, 
my  object  was  to  carry  it  home.  It  was  not  to 
decoy — not,  as  some  birds,  to  go  fluttering  away 
from  the  nest,  to  elude  search  in  the  right  place — 
but  to  lead  inquiry  directly  home,  to  expose  the 
nest  itself  of  the  gentleman  *s  party.  It  is  the 
nest  of  that  party  1  am  after,  and  not  to  decoy 
from  it.  This  is  my  reason  for  putting  that  ques- 
tion, and  the  nesf'is  now  exposed.  The  gentle- 
man speaks  of  the  published  principles  of  the 
American  party.  These  published  principles 
may  do  very  well  to  decoy  the  country.  We 
now  know  tnat  there  are  principles  of  that  party 
inside  of  these  published  principles^ and  that  is 
what  I  call  decoying.  I  wanted  to  come  at  these 
inside  principles;  and,  therefore,  I  asked  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  whether  heJias  not  sworn 
to  conceal  the  principles,  (these  inner  principles 
which  are  not  published, J  and  even  the  e^jatcnce 
of  the  organization  of  wnich  he  is  a  member? 

I  have  said  all  that  1  intend  to  say.  I  am  in 
favor  of  the  resolution  olTored  by  the  gentleman 
from  Tennesj^ce.  Let  it  operate  equally  upon  all 
the  candidates.    The  gentleman  will  not  nnd  me 


leading  the  country  away  fVom  the  issue,  or 
trying  to  shield  the  gentleman  for  whom  I  vote 
from  answering  any  question,  as  the  mover  of 
the  resolution  and  his  party  try  to  shield  them- 
selves from  investigati#n.  Sir,  I  am  in  favor  of 
that  resolution. 

Mr.  GALLOWAY.  I  move  to  lay  the  reso- 
lution on  ^e  table. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  ask  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  that  motion;  but  I  would  sug^st  to 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  to  recall  his  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table,  and  let  us  have  a  vote  directly 
on  the  resolution. 

Mr.  GALLOWAY.  I  withdraw  my  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table,  so  that  we  may  have  a  direct 
vote. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  As  I  understand 
that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  GallowatI 
has  withdrawn  his  motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  I 
move  the  previous  question  on  the  resolution. 

Several  aIembers.    Report  it  again. 

The  resolution  was  agam  reported. 

Mr.  GALLOWAY.  I  submit  a  question  of 
order — that  this  resolution  is  a  piece  of  business 
which  this  House,  in  its  present  unorganized 
condition,  has  no  power  to  transact.  I  regard 
the  resolution  as  a  piece  of  clap-trap.  I  would 
rely  much  more  on  the  acts  of  a  man's  life  tlian 
on  his  decltutitions. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  should  Uke 
to  have  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  call  for  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Let  us  take  the 
yeas  and  nays  directly  on  the  resolution. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  No;  let  us  have  them 
on  ordering  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  JONEIS.  I  am  willing  to  have  the  y  eas 
and  nays  on  every  question. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  KEITT.  I  want  it  to  be  understood  that 
the  gentleman  who  says  so  much  about  the  im- 
propriety of  postponing  business,  [Mr.  Wash- 
burn, of  Maine  ,1  and  who  desires  to  have  all 
debate  suspendea,  is  the  same  who  now  goes  for 
postponing  the  business  of  the  House  by  prevent- 
iner  us  coming  at  once  to  a  direct  vote. 

Mr.  GROW.  I  desire  to  know,  for  information, 
whether,  if  the  main  question  be  not  ordered,  the 
resolution  will  so  over  until  to-morrow  ? 

The  CLERIC.  That  will  be  the  effect  of  re- 
fusing to  order  the  main  question. 

The  call  of  the  roll  was  then  commenced  upon 
the  motion  that  the  main  question  be  now  put. 

Mr.  MEACHAM.  I  move  to  lay  the  whole 
subject  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order.  The 
call  of  the  roU  had  commenced  and  a  response 
heard.  It  was  therefore  too  late  for  the  gentleman 
fVom  Vermont  to  move  to  lay  on  the  table. 

The  CLERK.    There  had  been  no  response. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  Yes,  sir;  I  heard  Mr. 
AiKEK  vote  distinctly. 

Mr.  GROW.  I  believe  the  Clerk  took  the 
ground  the  other  day,  that  a  response  was  not  a 
response  until  the  Clerk  had  heard  it. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Vermont 
rose  and  addressed  the  Clerk  before  the  call  com- 
menced.   The  Clerk  thinks  he  was  not  too  late. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Meach- 
AM*8  motion;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative — 
yeas  46,  nays  161;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Mesura.  Albrii;ht.  Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  Bing- 
ham, BUIiop,  Bradttimw,  Buffin^on,  Burlingnnic^  Jninca 
H.  Campbell,  Clawson,  Coniins,  Dick,  Durfce,  Cmnc,  Flag- 
ler, Galloway,  Grow,  Ilurlan,  Ilolloway,  Thomas  R.  Ilor- 
ton,  Uoward,  Ilus(hHton,  Kelwv,  Knox,  Matto<tou.  McCnr- 
ty,  Meacham,  Killian  Miller,  Monian,  Morrill,  Parker,  Pen- 
nington, Purvianue,  Ritchie,  Robbins,  llnbi<Mn,  Sugt^,  Sapp, 
Sherman,  Simmona,  iStautun,  Stranahan,  Tapfun,  VV.il- 
brid^c,  Cadwalader  C.  Washbumc,  Israel  Washburn,  and 
Watson — 4G. 

N  AVH — Mesfini.  Aiken,  Allen,  Ball,  Bank«,  Barbour,  Bar- 
clay, BarkjMlale,  Bell,  Ilendloy  S.  Bcnu(>tt,  Bii>9,  Bucoc-k, 
Bowie,  Boyco,  Branch,  Brciiton,  Burnett,  Cadwalader, 
John  P.  Campbell,  Lewia  D.  CaipnboU,  Caruthor;*,  Caskic, 
ChalTee,  Clingman,  Howell  Cobb,  VVilliam'on  R.  VV.  Cobb, 
ColHix,  Cox,  Cragin^  Craige,  Cullon,  Cumbaek,  Damrell, 
Davidson.  Hcury  Winter  Davi?, TinioUiy  Davi<,  Day,  Dean, 
Denver,  De  Wift.DicksJon,  Dowdrll,Dunn,  L!di«-,  Ediimnd- 
Boa,  Edwardi^,  Elliott,  English,  Etheridse.  Eusn.>,  Evan}*, 
Faulkner,  Florence,  Foster.  Henry  M.  Fuller.  Thomas  J. 
D.  Fuller,  Gidding<«,  Gilbert,  Go«kIo,  Grander.  Grornwood, 
Augtl^'tUM  Hall,  Robert  B.  Ilall,  J.  Morrison  llarrii«,  f<an)p^ 
son  VV.  Horri*,  Tijoiins  L.  Hani,  llarn  on,  HtrlH-rt, 
Hickntun,  Uoflmau,  Valentine  B.  Hortou,  liuu^oo,  Jewett, 


G€<irge  W.  Jonefl,  Keitt,  Kelly,  Kennen,  KitlweB,  Kfnff 
Knafip,  Knight,  Knowlton,  Lake.  Leiter,  Letcher.  Lindley, 
Lumpkin,  Inace,  Alexander  K.  MambaJI,  Humpnrry  Mw- 
shaU,  Samuel  S.  Marshall,  Maxwell,  McMullin,  McQueen, 
Bmitli  MUler.  Millson,  Millward.  Moore,  Mott,  Nictral*, 
Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Oit,  Fame, 
Pearce,  Peck,  Pelton,  Ferry,  PeUit,  Phclp*.  Pike,  Porter, 
Powell,  Pringle,  Puryear,  Quitman,  Ready,  KKmud,  Ricb- 
ardson,  Riverm.  Rutlln,  Ruit,  Sabiu,  Handidge,  SavagelSeott, 
Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  Smith,  WUliamIL  Smith,  8ne«<d, 
Spinner,  Stephens,  Stewart,  Swope,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Thor- 
ington,  Todd,  Trafton,  Tripne,  Ty»on,  Underwooo,  Vail, 
Valk,  Wade,  Wakeman,  Waldron,  Warner,  EUitau  B. 
Washbume,  Watkins,  Welch,  Wheeler.  Whitney,  Wil- 
lianw,  Win^low,  W(hmI,  Woodruff,  Woodwortb,  Dank!  B. 
Wright,  John  V.  Wright,  and  ZoUicoffer— 161. 

So  the  resolution  was  not  laid  on  the  table. 

Pending  the  coll  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  HOLLO  WAY  (when  his  name  was  called) 
said:  I  desire  to  give  a  reason  for  the  rote  I  am 
about  to  ffive 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  or- 
der. I  am  sorry  to  interrupt  the  gentleman,  but  w« 
must  bcg^n  somewhere.  I  believe  it  was  decided 
the  other  day,  that  it  was  not  in  order  to  make 
remarks  during  the  calling  of  the  roll. 

The  clerk:.  That  was  the  decision,  but  the 
practice  has  been  widely  different. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Very  well,  if  no  one  else 
objects,  I  will  not.    Let  the  gentleman  proceed. 

Mr.  HOLLOW  AY.  I  think  a  very  injudicious 
license  has  been  granted  in  allowing  these  discus- 
sions to  go  on  while  votes  are  being  taken.  But, 
sir,  I  have  not  before  troubled  the  Houae  with 
remarks,  and  I  desire  now  to  say  but  a  Yery  few 
words. 

I  regret  very  much  that  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  has  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  offer  this 
resolution,  because  I  foresee  that  its  effect  will 
be  to  delay  the  action  of  the  House  in  electing  a 
Speaker.  From  the  commencement  of  this  ses- 
sion up  to  the  present  time — for  six  weeks— we 
have  been  voting  for  distinguished  gentlemen  in 
this  House — men  whose  fame  has  traveled 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  this  land — 
yet  now,  forsooth,  after  having  been  voting  for 
them  so  long,  it  is  proposed  to  call  upon  them  to 
define  their  positions.  The  only  inference  that 
could  be  drawn  from  such  a  proceeding  would 
be,  that  we  have  been  all  this  time  voting  for  gen- 
tlemen to  preside  over  this  House  without  know- 
ing what  position  they  occupied.  Now,  sir,  that 
is  not  the  position  I  want  to  occupy  before  my 
constituents. 

Why,  lit  me  ask  if  there  is  a  man  of  intrlli- 
gence  in  this  whole  country  who  does  not  under- 
stand thoroughly  and  fully  the  position  occupied 
by  the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Illinois, 
(Mr.  Richardson?]  Does  anybody  want  to 
know  his  position — a  man  who  has  placed  him- 
self high  above  the  American  pjeople  as  the  advo- 
cate of  that  great  measure  which  has  disturbed 
this  country  from  one  extreme  to  the  other  ?  Is 
there  a  man  here  who  docs  not  understand  the 
position  of  the  distinguished  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Banks  ?]  Does  any  person 
doubt  the  position  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr.  Fuller  n 

But,  sir,  the  object  of  this  resolution  and  its 
effect  will  be  to  open  up  a  field  of  debate  which 
may  prevent  the  election  of  Speaker  for  three  or 
four  weeks  to  come.  In  my  opinion  the  discus- 
sion which  has  heretofore  detained  the  House 
has  been  a  loss  to  the  country.  We  arc  wasting 
the  time  of  the  country,  which  ought  to  be  de- 
voted to  the  transaction  of  more  important  busi- 
ness.        • 

I  will  not  detain  the  House  by  going  into  the 
matter  further.  I  believe  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  vote,  and  to  vote  on , 
until  our  votes  shall  be  so  expressed  as  to  effect 
the  election  of  a  Speaker  to  preside  over  our  de- 
Uberations.  What  is  the  resolution  ?  It  is  to  call 
on  gentlemen  to  express  their  opinions — opinions 
that  are  already  known  to  every  man  in  the 
country  of  ordinary — of  the  sUghtest  intelligence. 
I  hope  that  the  resolution  will  be  laid  on  the  table, 
and  that  we  shall  go  on  voting,  and  continue  to 
vote,  until  we  succeed.     I  vote  uy. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Louisiana.  Mr.  Clork,  I 
desire  to  say  that  the  resolution  before  tlic  House 
meets  my  full  and  hearty  concurrence.  And,  sir, 
while  1  shall  vote  a^inst  the  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table,  with  the  intention  of  voting  for  tlie 
adoption  of  the  resolution  if  I  shall  have  the  op- 
portunity, I  think  it  is  proper  that  I  should  state 
that,  in  my  view,  the  matter  comes  before  us  at 
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a  time  which  would  seem  to  be  extremely  objec- 
tionable— under  circumstances  which  would  cer- 
tainl/  not  be  likely  to  promote  the  accomplish- 
ment of  the  object  it  would  seem  to  have  in  view. 

This  House  has  now  been  engaged  for  many 
weeks  in  voting  for  Speaker.  The  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Zolxicopfer]  himself  has 
Toted  upwards  of  a  hundred  times  for  a  particular 
cajadidate.  Now,  sir,  the  spectacle  which  the 
House  has  presented  shows  tnat  the  members  of 
the  House  hav'e  had  such  an  acquaintance  with 
the  views  of  the  candidates  they  have  been  voting 
for,  as  satisfied  them  in  relation  to  the  course 
they  have  pursued. 

The  principle  enunciated  in  the  resolution,  that 
"when  a  candidate  presents  himself  before  the  pub- 
lic for  office, it  becomes  him,  when  called  upon  by 
the  electors,  to  give  expression  to  his  views  upon 
such  questions  as  will  enable  those  electors  to 
arrive  at  a  proper  determination  as  to  tlie  qualifi- 
cations of  the  men  for  whom  they  are  to  cast 
their  suflTra^es,  is  undoubtedly  sound.  But  the 
object  of  this  resolution  must  be  something  else 
besides  the  mere  obtaining  of  the  information 
referred  to  from  these  genUemen.  The  time  of 
ofifering  it  shows  this.  It  is  offered,  I  presume, 
•with  the  view  of  producing  some  eflfect  upon  some 
of  the  parties  in  this  House.  It  would  certainly 
seem  to  be  designed  to  have  some  effect  upon  the 
Democratic  party  of  the  House,  or  at  least  upon 
the  Democratic  party  of  the  country.  But,  before 
voting,  I  wish  to  say,  that  to  my  mind  the  attempt 
■will  be  futile,  for  the  single  reason  that  it  is  of- 
fered by  a  gentleman  who  has  voted  for  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Fuller,]  who, 
"when  questioned  upon  the  principle  involved  in 
the  Kansas  and  Neoraska  bill,  was  compelled  to 

do  like  him 

«  Who  could  divide 
A  hair  l>etweeo  the  north  and  northeast  side," 

to  satisfy  his  supporters;  while  the  candidate 
for  whom  the  members  of  the  Democratic  party 
have  been  voting  is  a  gentleman  who  stood  at 
tlie  head  of  that  party  in  the  House  which  passed 
the  bill,  and  was  chiefly  instrumental  in  carrying 
it  through.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  strikes 
me — and  I  say  it  with  all  due  respect — that  the 
temper  displayed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee who  proposes  the  resolution  and  his  friends , 
■when  they  refuse  the  gentleman  from  Illinois, 
fMr.  Richardson,]  and  take  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Fuller,]  is  similar  to  that 
of  the  members  of  a  certain  sect  spoken  of  in 
Scripture ,  who  would  strain  at  a  gnat  and  yet 
could  swallow  a  camel. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  have  no  ob- 
jection to  the  principle  expressed  in  that  resolu- 
tion, though  I  shall  vote  to  lay  it  on  the  table, 
because  I  do  not  believe  in  the  propriety  of  adopt- 
ing resolutions  of  that  kind.  I  do  not  think  it  is 
the  business  of  this  House  to  declare  their  belief 
in  the  Christian  relio^ion,  nor  in  the  Declaration 
of  Independence.  I  do  not  believe  it  is  their 
business  to  pass  such  resolutions  as  this.  It  is 
our  duty  to  go  on  and  vote  for  Speaker.  I  vote 
in  favor  of  laying  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  If  a  resolution  were 
to  be  introduced  declaring  that  all  men  are  free 
and  equal,  I  wonder  if  the  gentleman  from  Maine 
would  vote  to  lay  it  on  Uie  table  ? 

The  CLERK.  The  House  has  refused  to  lay 
the  resolution  on  the  table,  and  the  question  re- 
curs on  ordering  the  main  Question  to  be  now  put. 
The  yeas  and  nays  are  ordered.  | 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.    I  withdraw  the  ' 

call  for  the  previous  question,  in  order  that  I  may 

submit  the  tbllowing  resolution  as  tm  amendment 

to  the  one  now  under  consideration: 

Re$olredj  That  all  political  oi^ntKations  in  a  ft-ce  Gov- 
emment  like  that  of  the  United  states  arc  wrong. 

I  now  renew  the  call  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  move  to  lay  the  whole 
■ubject  on  the  table.  [Cries  of  *•  Withdraw  the 
resoluUon  !**    **  Hold  on  to  it!**] 

Mr.  JONEIS.  I  withdraw  the  call  for  the  pre- 
tIous  question,  to  say  that,  at  the  request  of  my 
friends,  who  are  apprehensive  that  the  whole 
subject  may  be  laid  on  the  table  on  account  of 
the  amendment,  I  withdraw  the  amendment,  and 
renew  tlie  call  for  the  previous  Question  on  the 
original  propo:*ition.  [Cries  of  "That  is  right!*' 
"Now  for  the  vote!**] 

Mr.  HUMPHREY  MARSHALL.  My  friend 
need  not  be  at  all  a]>prehen8ivc  that  the  subject 


may  be  laid  on  the  table.  One  hundred  and  sixty- 
one  voted  against  laying  the  original  proposition 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  appeal  to  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  to  withdraw  his  call  for  the  pre- 
vious question,  so  that  we  who  desire  to  may  be 
heard  in  reference  to  this  very  important  propo- 
sition. I  am  anxious  that  it  may  be  discussed. 
I  would  like  to  give  my  own  views  of  the  matter; 
and  there  tire  otners  who  would  be  glad  if  they 
had  an  opportunity  of  being  heard  on  it. 

Mr.  Jones.  I  do  not  withdraw  the  call  for 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  hope,  then,  that  the  pre- 
vious question  will  be  voted  down. 

Tho  CLERK.  The  call  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion has  received  a  second,  and  the  question  is  on 
ordering  the  main  question  to  be  now  put. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  I  would  ask  the  gen- 
tleman who  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  order- 
ing the  main  question  to  oe  now  put,  that  he  will 
withdraw  it,  and  let  us,  as  it  is  the  expressed 
wish  of  the  House,  go  to  a  direct  vote  on  the 
proposition.  , 

Several  Members.    I  object. 

Mr.  SNEED.  Will  it  be  in  order  to  submit  the 
resolution  of  my  colleague  [^Mr.  Jones]  by  way 
of  an  amendment  to  the  original  proposition? 

The  CLERK.  It  is  not  in  order.  The  call 
for  the  previous  question  cuts  off  all  amendment. 

Mr.  GROW.  If  tlie  maiji  question  is  not  or- 
dered to  be  now  put,  what  will  be  the  effect  of 
the  vote  on  the  proposition  which  is  before  us .' 
Will  amendments  then  be  in  order  ? 

The  CLERK.  The  effect  will  be  to  postpone 
the  consideration  of  the  resolution  until  to-mor- 


row. 


The  question  was  taken  on  ordering  the  main 
question  to  be  now  put,  and  it  was  agreed  to — 
yeas  140,  nays  63;  as  folio  W3: 

YEA8  —  Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Ball,  Banks,  Barclay, 
Barksdalc,  Bell,  Hendley  S.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie, 
Boyce,  Branch.  Burnett,  Cadwalader,  John  P.  Campbell, 
Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Cai)kie,Clingman,UoweU  Cobb,  Wil- 
liamson R.  W.  CobbjCoz, Craige, Cullen,  Damrell,  David- 
son,  Henry  Winter  Davis.  Timothy  Davis,  Day,  Denver, 
De  WiU,  Dickson,  Dowdell,Dunn,  Edik,  Edmundson,  Ed- 
wards, Elliott,  English,  Etheridite,  Eustis,  Evans,  Faulkner, 
Florence,  Foster,  Henry  M.  Fuller,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller, 
Gilbert,  Goode,  Greenwood,  Augustus  Hall,  Robert  B.  Hall, 
J.  Morrison  Harris,  Sampson  W.Hai7ls,  Thomas  L.  Harris, 
Harrison,  Haven,  Herbert,  Hickman,  Hofiman,  Houston, 
Jewett,  George  w.  Jones,  Keitt,  Kelly,  Kennett,  Kidwell, 
Knapp,  Knight,  Knox,  Lake,  Lcitcr,  Letcher,  Lindley, 
Lumpkin,  Mace,  Alexander  K.  Marshall,  Humphrey  Mar- 
shall. Samuel  S.  Marshall,  Maxwell,  McMullin,  McQueen, 
Smith  Miller,  Million,  Millward,  Moore,  Mott,  Nichols, 
Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Paine,  Peck, 
Pennington,  Pettit,  Phelps,  Porter,  Powell,  Pringle,  Pur- 
yenr,  Quitman,  Reodc,  Ready,  Ricaud,  Richardson,  Rivers, 
Robbins,  Ruffin,  Sandid^,  Savage,  Scott,  Samuel  A.  Smith, 
William  Smith,  William  R.  Smith,  Sneed,  Spinner,  Ste- 
phens, Stewart,  Talbott,  Taylor,  Thorington,  Todd,  Trippe, 
Tyson,  Underwood,  Vail,  Valk.  Waldron,  Warner.  Ellmu 
B.  Washburne,  Watkins,  Welch,  Wheeler,  Whitney, 
Williams,  Winslow,  Woodworth,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  John 
V.  Wright,  and  ZoUicoffer— 140. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Albright,  Allison,  Barbour,  Henry  Ben- 
nett, BenFon,  Bingham,  Bliss,  Bradshaw.Brenton,  Buffing- 
ton,  Burlingame,  James  H.  Campbell,  Chaffee,  Clawson, 
Colfax,  Comin?*,  Curaback,  Dean,  Dick,  Dodd,  Durfen, 
Emrie,  Galloway,  Giddings,  Granger,  Grow,  Harlan,  Hol- 
lowny,  Thomas  R.  Horton,  Valentine  B.  Horton,  Howard, 
HugliHton,  Kelsey,  Knowlton,  Maiteson,  McCarty,  Mcach- 
am,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Parker,  Pearce,  Pelton,  Pike,  Purvi- 
ancc,  Ritchie,  Robison,  Sabin,  Sage,  Sapp,  Sherman.  Sim- 
mons, Stanton,  Stranahan,  Tappaii,  Thurston,  Wade, 
Wakcman,  Walbridge,  Cadwalader  C.  Washburne,  Lirael 
Washburn,  Watson,  Wood,  and  Woodruff— 63. 

So  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now 
piit  on  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee. 

Pending  the  above  call, 

Mr.  COMINS  (when  his  name  was  called)  said: 
Mr.  Clerk,  I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as 
being  opposed  to  the  principle  involved  in  the 
resolution  before  the  House,  under  ordinary  cir- 
circumstances.  I  vote  a^inst  the  resolution  now, 
because  I  contend  that  it  does  not  present  a  fair 
issue.  I  look  upon  it  as  a  clap-trap  by  which 
candidates  are  to  be  put  up  and  struck  off  at  auc- 
tion. •!  am  opposed  to  it,  because  1  am  not  will- 
ing toTote  for  any  man  to  occupy  the  Speidcer's 
chair  whose  opinions  are  not  already  well  enough 
known,  and  who  has  not  already  a  reputation  as 
a  statesman  sufficient  to  entitle  him  to  the  respect 
and  confidence  of  this  House.    I  vote  no. 

Mr.  MAXWELL  (when  his  name  was  called) 
rose  and  said:  Mr.  Clerk,  I  desire  to  submit  a  few 
remarks  by  way  of  reason  for  the  vote  which  I 
shall  now  give.    I  vote  for  this  resolution,  in  the 


first  place,  because  I  approve  of  it.  I  vote  for  u 
next  because  I  find  in  it  an  indorsement  of  the 
position  and  action  of  the  Democratic  party, 
which  has  been  so  vehemently  denounced  by  the 
party  which  has  put  forward  this  resolution.  I 
am  glad  to  find,  sir,  that  mjjhe  denunciations 
which  they  hurled  against  us  lor  setting  forth  by 
our  caucus  resolutions  the  principles  by  whicn 
we  intend  to  act  here,  they  admit  now  that  they 
were  Mrrong.  I  will  not  remind  gentlemen  of 
the  questionings  and  cross-questionings,  misun- 
derstandings and  repentinffs;  and  spectacles  of 
painful  suspense  and  doubt  which  might  have 
been  spared  if  other  gentlemen  bad  chosen  to  do 
likewise.  We  chose,  sir,  to  act  differently  from 
others;  and  let  me  say  here  that  the  responsibility 
for  the  waste  of  time  in  this  Hall  in  tliis  way 
must  be  on  those  who  entered  on  their  duties 
here,  and  who  have  continued  in  them,  without 
any  such  distinct  declaration  of  principles  as 
would  enable  us  to  fix  them,  or  they  to  fix  each 
other  in  their  proper  places. 

In  ordinary  times,  this  might  have  been  unim- 
portant and  unnecessary;  but  in  a  time  like  this, 
when  we  look  forward  to  an  unprecedented  trial 
of  our  institutions,  and  when  one  absorbing,  vital 
question  has  risen  to  a  height  to  o^rshadow  all 
others,  I  take  it  to  have  been  the  part  of  wisdom 
to  leave  nothing  to  uncertain  inference.  I  am 
glad  that  the  gentleman  who  has  announced  to  us 
on  this  floor,  that  he  was  prevented  from  uniting 
with  the  Democratic  party  more  because  of  the 
adoption  of  our  resolution  in  caucus  than  the  prin- 
ciples which  it  announced,  feels  it  necessary  that 
hc^hould  back  down  from  that  position,  and  now 
come  forward  and  indorse  and  justify  before  the 
country  the  action,  of  that  Democratic  party  in 
caucus.  Believing  that  we  were  right,  and  that 
he  ought  to  have  commenced  in  the  same  way,  I 
will  vote  for  the  resolution,  and  give  it  my  hearty 
support. 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER.  The  gentleman  is  mis- 
taken in  his  statement  of  the  position  which  I 
assumed  on  the  occasion  to  whicn  he  has  referred. 

Mr.  MAXWELL.  I  understood  the  gentle- 
man to  say  several  days  ago — and  members  will 
remember  the  emphatic  earnestness  with  which 
he  spoke — that  the  Democratic  party  had  adopt- 
ed a  resolution  of  such  a  character  that  he  could 
^not  vote  for  the  candidate  of  that  party  without 
a  forfeiture  of  self-respect,  until  that  resolution 
announcing  our  principles  was  withdrawn.  I 
only  mean  to  say  now,  that,  if  I  understood  him 
correctly,  he  says  that  we  were  not  only  right  in 
enimciating  our  principles,  but  that  the  time  has 
come,  after  six  weeks  of  vain  effort  to  elect  a 
Speaker,  when  he  thinks  that  everybody  else 
ought  to  be  brought  forward  on  principle.  That 
is  all  I  intend  to  say. 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER.    It  strikes  me  that  the 

Sntlcman's  inference  from  what  I  said  to  the 
ouse  the  other  day  is  rather  a  remarkable  one. 
I  offer  a  resolution  declaring,  in  my  opinion,  that 
it  is  the  duty  of  gentlemen  who  aspire  to  office 
to  answer  frankly  and  fully  all  questions  put  to 
them  affecting  the  political  principles  involved  in 
such  election.  The  objection  to  the  Democratic 
caucus  resolution  was,  that  it  stigmatized  me  and 
the  gentlemen  with  whom  I  act,  as  being  willing 
to  deprive  a  portion  of  tlie  American  people  of 
their  civil  and  religious  rights.  I  objected  to  it 
further,  because  I  thought,  in  the  present  tendency 
to  organize  two  great  sectional  geographical  par- 
ties, tlie  resolution  making  the  affirmative  of  one  of 
the  most  exciting  sectional  questions  before  the 
country  a  mere  party  position,  was  inopportune. 
I  retract  nothing  of  that  position;  and  I  wonder 
how  it  is  possible  that  the  gentleman  can  infer, 
from  anything  that  I  have  saiu,  that  I  have  backed 
down  from  it. 

Mr.  MAXWELL.    Has  my  time  expired  ? 

The  CLERK.    It  has. 

Mr.  MAXWELL.  I  would  like  to  say  a  word 
in  response  to  the  gentleman.  I  understood  the 
gentleman  to  complain  of  us  for  adopting  that 
platform.  I  now  nnd  him  coming  forward  with 
a  resolution  which  implies  that  it  would  have 
been  a  very  proper  thing  m  every  other  party  of 
the  House  to  aaopt  a  platform.  He  said  that  he 
regarded  oar  resolution  as  a  stigma  on  him  and 
the  party  with  which  he  actea.  Why,  sir,  is 
there  anything  in  that  resolution  of  which  he  had 
not  a  previous  knowledge?  I  doubt  not  that  on 
every  stump  where  he  met  his  opponent  during 
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the  last  canvass,  he  found  him  annotmcing  the 
same  things  pablished  in  that  resolution.  Surely 
my  friend  does  not  want  to  be  understood  here 
that  he  merely  objects  to  our  saying  what  he 
knew  before,  ani^hat  he  was  stigmatized  by  our 
nsing  it? 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER.  I  deem  it  unnecessary 
to  make  any  further  reply.  I  objected  at  the  time 
to  the  positions  taken  in  that  platform.  I  see 
one  candidate  frankly  and  fully  answering  every 
^estion  which  is  put  to  him.  I  see  the  other 
two  candidates  covering  themselves  up,  because 
they  are  candidates,  and  refusing  to  answer  ques- 
tions put  to'them. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  agree  with  the  gen- 
tleman that  it  is  proper  for  me  to  answer  all  ques- 
tions fairly  and  frankly,  and  I  have  done  so. 

Mr.  ZOjLLICOFFER.  I  have  now  presented 
certain  interrogatories  in  writing  to  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois.  If  it  is  proposed  to  propound  them 
to  the  other  candidates,  I  would  be  glad  that  they 
might  be  furnished  with  copies  of  them. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  desire  to  offer  a  substi- 
tute for  the  resolution,  which  I  will  read;  and,  in 
order  that  I  may  have  an  opportunity  of  offering 
it,  I  shall  vole  against  the  previous  question  now. 
It  is  this: 

Reiolvedy  That  the  only  teats  of  the  opinions  of  any  can- 
didate for  poblic  office  are  his  votes  and  acts ;  and  that  no 
man  ought  to  occupy  the  high  ponition  of  Speaker  of  this 
House  whose  opinions  on  important  political  cjuestions  are 
BO  unknown  that  it  Is  necessary  to  examine  him  as  a  witr 
ness. 

For  the  purpose  of  offering  that  as  an  amend- 
ment, and  noping  the  main  question  will  nq^  be 
ordered,  I  vote  no.  • 

Mr.  SIMMONS  (when  his  name  was  called) 
said:  I  take  this  occasion  to  explain  very  briefly 
why  I  am  opposed  to  the  resolution.  1  am  op- 
posed to  it  on  principle.  It  is  destructive  of  the 
representative  character,  and  would  convert  Rep- 
resentatives into  mere  slaves.  But  that  is  not 
the  worst  of  it:  Representatives  are  assembled 
together  for  the  purpose  of  deliberation  and  com- 
parison of  ideas,  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  each 
man  bringing  with  him  a  set  of  fixed  prejudices 
from  home.  The  true  representative  character 
is  to  have  certain  general  principles  known  to  the 
constituency,  without  writing  letters  or  commit- 
ting them  to  paper. 

Then,  sir,  1  have  another  objection  to  it.  We 
all  know  that  there  are  some  persons — there  are 
some  here  from  my  own  State — who  were  strongly 
of  the  opinion,  two  years  ago,  that  the  Missouri 
compromise  ought  to  be  restored,  and  so  certified 
in  letters,  which  I  can  produce  and  quote,  and 
yet  they  have  changed  their  sentiments  since  then, 
and  have  gone  over  to  the  other  party.  Now,  I 
want  to  keep  the  door  open.  I  do  not  want  to 
compel  persons  to  commit  moral  treason,  and 
have  it  said  by  their  constituents  that  they  prom- 
ised one  thing  and  performed  another.  If  we 
would  just  give  every  one  the  right  to  be  account- 
able only  for  general  principles,  and  to  preserve 
the  true  representative  character  here,  and,  after 
hearing  the  opinions  and  arguments  of  others,  be 
at  liberty  to  vote  as  the  constituents  of  all  of  us 
would  if  they  were  here,  then  I  should  have  no 
objection  to  it.  But  to  adopt  a  principle  by  which 
a  person  is  to  be  committed  to  a  particular  opinion, 
tincompared  with  others,  and  then  sent  to  a  de- 
liberative body,  is  an  absurdity,  and  repugnant  i 
to  my  ideas.  Somebody  has  ^ot  to  change,  unless,  j 
by  a  mathematical  impossibility,  they  should  nil 
happen  to  coincide. 

Now,  sir,  after  we  have  voted  for  gentlemen  a 
hundred  times,  it  is  gravely  proposed ,  at  this  late 
day,  to  inquire  what  are  their  opinions  on  certain 
questions.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  should  make 
ourselves  ridiculous,  if,  afler  voting  a  hundred 
times  for  the  same  candidates,  and  knowing  them, 
as  the  whole  country  does,  we  were  to  put  cate- 
chetical questions  to  them  on  simple  elementary 
doctrines.     I  vote  no. 

The  result  of  the  vote  was  then  announced,  as 
recorded  above. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  move  that  this*House  do 
now  adjourn. 

The  motion  vfas  disa^eed  to. 

The  question  recurred— will  the  House  apee 
to  the  resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  [Mr.  Zollicoffer?] 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and 
navs. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 


Mr.  PAINE.  I  would  inquire  whether  the 
amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee [Mr.  Jones]  ispending? 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  It  was  with- 
drawn. 

Mr.  HUMPHREY  MARSHALL.  I  thought 
the  gentleman  said  that  he  would  offer  it  a^am. 
Why,  that  is  the  very  pith  of  the  whole  thing. 
[Laughter.] 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative — yeas  155,  nays  38;  as 
follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen.  Rail,  Banks,  Barbour, 
Barclay,  Bnrksdale,  Bell,  Hendley  8.  Benneu,  Bingham, 
BUSS,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce,  Branch,  Brenion,  Burnett, 
Cadwalacler,  John  P.  Campbell,  Lewiii  D.  Campbell,  Ca- 
mtbcrs,  Ca^kie,  Clingman,  Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R. 
W.  Cobb,  Colfax,  Cox,  Craige,  Cullcn,  Cumbock,  Dam- 
rell,  Davidson,  Uenry  Winter  Davis,  Timothy  Davis,  Day, 
Dean,  Denver,  Dc  Witt,  Dickson,  i)owdell,  Dunn,  Edie, 
Ednmndson,  Edwards,  Elliott,  tUnrie,  £jiclif>h,  Ether- 
idge,  Eustis,  Evans,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Fxwier,  Henry 
M.  I'^uller,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Giddinffs,  Gilbert,  Goode, 
Greenwood,  Augustus  Hall,  Robert  B.  Hail,  Harlan, 
Samp80n  VV.  Harris,  Thomas  L.  Harris,  Harrison,  Hick- 
man, Hofibian,  Valentine  B.  Horten,  Houston.  Jewett, 
George  W.  Jones,  Keitt,  Kelly,  Kennett,  Ridwell,  Knapp, 
Knight,  Knox,  Lake,  Leiter,  Letcher,  Lindiey,  Lump- 
kin, Humphrey  Marshall,  Samuel  S.  Marshall,  Maxwell, 
McMuUin,  McQueen,  Smith  Miller,  Millson,  Millward, 
Moore,  Morrill,  Mott,  Nicholg,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver, 
Mordecai  OUvenOrr,  Paine,  Parker,  Peck,  Pelton,  Phelm, 
Porter,  Powell,  Pringle,  Puryear,  Quitman,  Reade,  Reaay, 
Richardson,  Rivers,  Ruffin.  Rust,  Snbiu,  Sandi(^c,  Sav- 
age, Scott,  William  Smitn,  William  R.  Smith,  Sneed, 
Spinner,  Stephens,  Stcwar^Swopc,  Talbott^  Tappan, 
Taylor,  Thorington,  Todd,  Tripne,  Tyson,  Underwood, 
Vail,  Valk,  Wado,  Wakeman,  Waldron,  Warner,  Cad- 
walader  C.  Washbume,  Eilihu  B.  Washbnme,  Watkins, 
Welch.  Wheeler,  Whitney,  Williams,  Winslow,  Wood- 
mff,  VVoodworth,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  John  V.  Wr^t,  and 
Zollicoffer— 155. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Albright,  Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  Brad- 
shaw,  Bulfington,  Burlingame,  James  H.  Campbell,  Chaf- 
fee, Cluwson,  Comins,  Cragin,  Durfee,  Flagler,  Galloway, 
Granger,  Grow,  Haven,  HoUoway,  Thomas  R.  Uorton, 
Howard,  Hughston,  Kelsey,  Knowlton,  Matteson,  Mc- 
Carty,  Morgan,  Pennington,  Piuriance,  Bobbins,  Sage, 
Sapp,  Simmons,  Stanton,  Stranalian,  Thurston,  Walbridge, 
Israel  Washburn,  Watson,  and  Wood — 38. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

While  the  roll  was  being  called,  the  following 
remarks  were  made: 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Pennsylvania,  (who, 
owing  to  the  confusion,  was  very  imperfectly 
heard,  when  his  name  was  called)  said:  I  deem 
it  proper,  Mr.  Clerk,  to  give  the  reasons  for  the 
vote  I  am  about  to  cast,  fwill  not  stop  to  inquire 
whether  the  members  of  this  great  body  are  pre- 
pared to  stultify  themselves  by  declaring,  by  the 
passage  of  that  resolution,  that  they  have  voted 
for  gentlemen  upon  the  floor  of  this  House  over 
a  hundred  times,  without  knowing  the  principles 
they  profess.  Nor  will  I  stop  now  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  fact,  that  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Illinois  [Mr.  Richardson]  refused,  upon  the 
floor  of  this  House,  to  answer  interrogatories  put 
to  him,  upon  the  ground  that  he  was  a  candidate 
for  the  honors  of  this  House,  and,  therefore,  not 
upon  an  equality  with  his  questioner.  I  merely 
desire  to  say  tnat  I  am  prepared  to  take  the 
responsibility  of  voting  against  that  resolution. 
I  do  it  with  the  distinct  declaration  that  I  am  in 
favor  of  the  sentiment  embodied  in  the  proposi- 
tion. I  have  never  voted  for  a  candidate  in  my 
life,  either  for  an  important  oflice,  or  for  a  subor- 
dinate one,  without  Knowing  his  views  and  senti- 
ments upon  the  political  issues  of  the  day.  But  I 
am  opposed  to  all  farther  discussion;  1  want  to 
proceed  with  the  business  of  this  House.  lam 
sincere  in  that  wish.  I  am  in  favor  of  moving 
directly  to  the  election  of  a  Speaker;  and  I  there- 
fore vote  no. 

Mr.  DAVIDSON  (when  his  name  was  called) 
said:  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee [Mr.  ZoLLicorrER]  a  question.  In  reply- 
ing to  the  gentleman  from  Florida  [Mr.  Max- 
well] he  remarked  that  iAic  Democratic  party 
had  ^one  before  the  country  on  a  sectional  issue. 
I  desire  to  ask  him  if  he  considers  the  abolish- 
ment of  the  Missouri  line  a  sectional  issjfc? 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER.  1  made  a  sfcemertt 
of  my  position  some  days  ago.  Perhaps  that 
gentleman  and  others  do  not  correctly  understand 
what  that  position  is,  and  I  am  glad  tlie  gentle- 
man from  Louisiana  has  given  me  an  opportunity 
to  explain  it.  I  did  not  regard  the  repeal  of  the 
Missouri  restriction  as  a  sectional  question;  but 
I  beUeve,  in  view  of  the  history  of  the  legislation 
of  this  Government  within  the  last  two  yeai's, 
and  of  the  strong  tendency  in  public  events  within 


that  period  to  the  organization  of  two  great  gtH>- 
graphical  parties  in  this  country,  that  that  jmtiie^ 
ular  action  of  the  Democratic  party  of  adopting 
that  resolution  at  this  time,  under  these  circum- 
stances, as  a  mere  party  position  upon  one  of  the 
most  exciting  }>ubhc  questions  before  the  Ameri- 
can people, was  inopportune  and  impolitic,  because 
it  did  tend  to  promote  the  orgjanization  of  two 
great  geographical  parties.  I  will  further  explaia 
to  the  gentleman.  I  am  a  Nebrsiska  man ;  I  voted 
for  the  Nebraska  bill  earnestly,  and  believing 
that  it  was  my  duty  to  do  so;  and  I  am  as  firm  a. 
supporter  of  the  principles  of  the  Nebraska  bifl, 
as  I  understand  it,  as  is  the  gentleman  from  Lou- 
isiana, or  any  other  gentleman ;  but,  sir,  I  brieve 
that  in  view  of  the  strong  tendency  to  the  forma- 
tion of  two  great  geographical  parties,  it  im  my 
duty,  as  a  Representative  upon  this  floor,  under 
the  circumstances  which  surround  us,  to  endeavor 
to  take  a  position  which,  while  maintaining  the 
constitutimml  rights  of  every  section  of  the  Uokn, 
would  be  as  near  a  constitutional,  national,  middle 
position  in  its  character  as  possible,  enabKng 
northern  and  southern  men  to  stand  together  in 
the  maintenance  of  the  Constitution  and  the 
Union.  This  Nebraska  bill  havine,  by  the  course 
of  the  Democratic  party,  assumed  something  of 
a  party  aspect,  I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  take 
an  a^mative  party  position  upon  it,  tnrowing 
the  gauntlet  to  the  tialance  of  the  world,  in  organ- 
izinfiT  this  floQse 

Mr.  DAVIDSON.  I  desire  to  ask  the  ffeotk- 
man,  if  he  does  not  think  the  Kansas  bill  doe^ 
protect  the  interestof  every  section  of  this  country? 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER.  I  do.  When  i  see  the 
supporters  of  the  Nebraska  bill  difiering  so  widely 
amon^  themselves;  when  I  have  seen  that  bill 
sustained  in  the  North  because  it  was  a  measure 
in  favor  of  freedom,  and  in  the  South  because  it 
was  a  southern  measure;  when  I  see  the  Demo- 
cratic party  come  up  and  take  a  mere  party  posi* 
tion  on  that  question;  when  I  see  men  starwjing 
together  in  advocacy  of  that  measure  who  diffSn' 
BO  widely  in  their  interpretations  of  it,  and  aeleet 
as  a  canoidate  for  the  speakership  a  man  who  a 
upon  the  record  on  the  points  which  I  make  in  my 
interrogations  this  morning, — I  feel  it  is  my  duty 
to  disclose  such  facts. 

Mr  DAVIDSON.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman 
fi^m  Tennessee,  if  the  so-C€illed  Amencan  party 
does  not  diflfer  as  widely  before  the  country  upon 
that  question  as  the  Democratic  party  does  ? 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER.  I  may  not  hear  the 
gentleman  distinctly,  but  I  have  not  attempted  to 
make  the  Nebraska  bill  a  party  question;  and  I 
voted  with  gentlemen  who  differed  with  mc  widely 
upon  other  questions;  and  I  think  it  wrong  now 
to  make  it  a  sectional  party  question. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maryland.  I  concur  in  the 
general  sentimentB  of  that  resolution.  In  an  ear- 
lier period  of  the  session,  however,  I  should  have 
voted  against  it,  as  an  abstraction  inapplicable 
to  the  precise  position  of  aflVurs  in  this  oody.  I 
shall  vote  for  it  now,  in  order  that  all  candidates 
here  may  stand  before  the  House  upon  an  even 
footing.  There  are  three  prominent  candidates 
before  the  House — the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Fuller,]  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  IlUnois,  [Mr.  Richardson,]  and  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Banks.]  6y  a  series  of  sharp  and  pressing  inter- 
rogatories, the  honorable  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania [Mr.  Fuller]  has  been  required  to 
state  his  whole  political  position  upon  the  ques- 
tion which  now  constitutes  the  difficulty  which 
lies  in  the  way  of  the  organization  of  this  House. 
The  diiHculty  wliich  presents  itself  is  the  error 
into  which  all  gentlemen  have  fallen,  in  supposing 
that  eoiy  political  issue  can  be  made  upon  the 
election  of  any  presiding  oflicer  of  this  body. 
Upon  that  question,  sir,  Ihavo  no  politics.  I  can 
vote  for  any  gentleman  into  whose  hands  I  be- 
lieve the  interests,  the  dignity,  and  the  honor  of 
this  country  will  be  safe.  But,  since  gentlemen 
upon  the  other  side  of  the  House  have  seen  fit  to 
throw  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  election  of  the 
gentleman  for  whom  I  have  cast  my  vote,  because 
of  my  personal  confidence  in  him  I  am  not  con- 
tent that  other  gentlemen  shall  carry  away  laige 
bodies  of  votes  in  this  House  in  the  dark.  The 
honorable  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Richarp- 
90n]  may  now  be  williuj^  to  answer  questions 
which  have  been  put  to  him;  and  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Bakks,]  for 
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aught  I  know,  may  follow  his  example;  but  for 
the  five  weeks  of  this  session  already  elapsed 
neither  of  these  gentlemen  have  intimated  that 
they  were  ready  to  imitate  the  example  of  Mr. 
Puller.  The  onlj  questions  relative  to  and  per- 
taining to  the  duties  of  the  chair,  which  have 
been  propounded  in  this  House  to  any  gentleman, 
■were  propounded  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Ohio  to  the  honorable  gentleman  from  lUi- 
tiois,  [Mr.  RicHARDS0N,l  the  Democratic  candi- 
date, asking  if  he  would  pledge  himself,  in  the 
event  of  his  being  elected  Speaker  of  this  House, 
to  carry  out  the  parliamentary  law  requiring  the 
organization  of  the  committees  of  this  House 
in  accordance  with  the  known  sentiments  of  a 
majority  of  the  House.  To  that  there  was  no 
reply,  excepting  "  we  do  not  stand  upon  an  even 
footmg;  I  am  a  candidate,  you  are  not." 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  Permit  mc  to  make  a 
remark  just  at  this  point.  1  say  now,  if  the  ques- 
tion were  at  this  time  propounded  to  mc  as  to 
how  I  was  to  administer  the  duties  of  that  place, 
1  should  not  reply.  1  am  ready  to  reply  to  polit- 
ical questions.  Neither  should  I  make  any 
pledges  to  any  man  as  to  how  he  should  be  placea , 
or  where  he  should  be  placed,  though  by  so  doing 
I  should  obtain  that  chair  in  a  moment. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  The  precise  question,  and  the 
only  question  which  has  been  asxed  in  this  body, 
appertained  to  the  duties  of  the  chair;  and  to  that 
question  we  have  now  a  reply  which  does  not 
enlighten  us  as  to  what  woiua  be  the  course  of 
that  honorable  gentleman,  should  he  be  finally 
placed  in  the  chair.  It  was  a  direct  question  as 
to  whether  he  would  carry  out  the  general  par- 
liamentary law,  by  so  organizing  the  committees 
as  to  place  men  upon  them  who  reflect  the  senti- 
ments of  the  majority  of  this  House;  and  not  at 
all  a  question  as  to  whether  he  would  put  one  gen- 
tleman or  another  upon  the  committees.  That  is 
a  pertinent  question,  because  it  is  possible  that 
that  gentlemen  may  be  elected  to  fill  that  chair, 
and  he  represents  a  minority  of  this  House  upon 
many  pomts.  The  honorable  gentlemsm  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Bakks]  availed  himself  of 
that  reply  for  the  purpose  of  refusing  to  answer 
another  question  almost  as  pertinent.  I  see  that, 
since  then,  questions  have  been  answered  by  the 
gentleman  for  whom  I  have  voted  [Mr.  Fuller, 
of  Pennsylvania]  frankly  and  honorably;  and  as 
other  gentlemen  nave  not,  up  to  this  time,  taken 
that  position,  I,  although  opposed  to  the  whole 
system  of  making  this  a  political  question,  am  re- 
solved that,  so  far  as  my  vote  can  efl^ect  that  pur- 
pose, all  gentlemen  who  are  candidates  here  will 
declare  where  they  stand.  I  vote  for  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  should  like  to  make  a  suggestion 
to  my  friend  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Davis.]  He 
seems,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  to  intimate 
that  injustice  has  been  done  to  the  gentleman  for 
whom  he  has  been  voting,  in  consequence  of  his 
having  answered  a  quesaon. 

Mr.  DAVIS.    Not  at  all. 

Mr.  ORR.  It  will  be  recollected  by  the  House 
that  the  question  propounded  to  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Fuller]  was  propounded 
by  one  of  his  own  politicad  friends — the  gentle- 
man from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Walker];  and  this 
was  done  with  a  view  of  justifying  that  candidate. 
The  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Davis]  can 
have,  therefore,  no  cause  of  complaint,  because 
his  candidate  stands  committed  before  the  House, 
and  no  other  candidate  has  answered  the  same 
questions. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  need  no  apology  for  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Ful- 
ler] having  made  known  his  position.  9(ill  I 
was  not  anxious  for  him  to  do  so.  I  vote  upon 
my  own  knowledge  now  and  ever.  He  was  in- 
terrogated by  half  a  dozsen  gentlemen  around 
him — by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Maine 
[Mr.  Washburi^  among  others. 

A  Member.     By  whom  first? 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  do  not  recollect  by  whom  first. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  must  remind  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  that  debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  DOWDELL  (on  his  name  being  called) 
said:  Before  recording  my  vote,  I  Avish  to  make 
a  remark,  not  however  for  the  purpose  of  justify- 
ing the  vote  which  1  shall  give— tor  I  am  astonished 
to  find  any  gentleman  opposed  to  the  passage  of 
the  resolution — but  to  finish  what  I  should  have 
said  when   last  on  the  floor,  had  not  the  time 


allotted  me  expired.  Although  I  have  no  appre- 
hension that  any  party  in  this  country  committed 
to  proscription  or  persecution  of  individuals  for 
religious  opinions,  or  on  account  of  the  place  of 
their  birth,  will,  if  the  fact  be  known,  ever  coptrol 
its  legislation,  yet  I  must  confess  that  there  is 
danger,  if  those  who  seek  power  are  permitted  to 
conceal  opinions.  In  this  country,  where  every 
individual  is  a  sovereign— each  an  atom  of  that 
^eat  aggregate  mass  whose  united  public  opin- 
ron  under  constitutional  limits  makes  and  executes 
laws,  I  hold  it  to  be  the  duty  of  each  and  all  to 
communicate  freely — to  withhold  nothing  the  one 
from  the  other — to  conceal  no  opinion,  principle, 
or  position  politically  aflTecting  the  interests  of  the 
country.  This  I  regard'  absolutely  necessary,  in 
order  tnat  every  citizen  may  properly  and  undcr- 
standingly  disdiarge  his  duty.  Why,  sir,  se- 
crecy in  regard  to  political  tenets  contradicts  the 
fVindamentu  idea  of  a  Democratic  Government. 
If,  then,  every  citizen  is  entitled  to  know  the  politi- 
cal opinions  of  his  neighbor,  much  more  is  he  en- 
titlea  to  those  opinions  when  they  are  to  become 
his  own  through  a  Representative — when  they  are 
to  find  expression  in  laws  enacted,  and  force  in 
laws  executed. 

In  voting  for  the  pending  resolution,  I  simply 
indorse  what  I  esteem  a  sound  principle^ — a  safe 
practice.  By  the  results  of  the  questions  to  be 
propotmded  under  it,  I  do  not  expect  to  be  en- 
lightened; but  the  country  will  have  facts  and 
opinions  placed  before  it  in  a  more  authoritative 
form,  coming  from  the  candidates  of  the  various 
parties  in  this  House,  than  having  to  rely  simply 
upon  the  declarations  of  respective  friends.  1 
do  not  see  why  any  should  oppose  its  adoption. 
The  oflice  of  Speaker  of  the  House  is  high  and 
responsible.  There  are  contingencies  set  forth 
in  the  Constitution,  upon  the  happening  of  which 
it  may  become  the  highest  post  m  the  Govern- 
ment. Let  "opportunity  be  aflforded  for  complete 
and  All!  development — ^for  questions  to  be  asked 
and  answered,  until  all  are  satisfied — the  country 
satisfied.  It  is  needless  for  me  to  repeat  in  word 
what  I  have  expressed  by  more  than  a  hundred 
votes — ^that  I  prefer  for  the  speakership  the  gal- 
lant statesman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Richardson.] 
It  is  not  for  the  purpose  of  getting  at  his  opinions 
that  I  wish  to  see  the  resolution  passed.  1  know 
that  he  stands  upon  safe  and  sure  ground.  He 
is  a  national  Democrat,  willing  to  deal  justly 
with  all  sections  of  the  Union — according  to  both 
States  and  individuals  their  full  constitutional 
rights.  He  stood  upon  the  Kansas  and  Nebras- 
ka act — that  great  measure  which  asserted  that 
the  people  ought  to  be  allowed  to  govern  them- 
selves, subject  only  to  the  Constitution.  Upon 
this  principle  the  Democratic  party  have  planted 
its  standard,  and  under  its  fblas  all  the  conserva- 
tism and  national  men  of  the  Union  will  rally; 
and  upon  this  they  vrill  succeed  and  preserve  the 
integrity  of  this  great  Republic. 

rfi)w,  sir,  I  doubt  not  but  that  each  member 
may  know  the  position  of  his  own  candidate; 
but,  sir,  I  want  uie  constituents,  the  people,  to 
know  the  position  of  the  candidates  from  the  can- 
didates themselves.  I  want  the  people  to  know 
clearly  how  all  stand  upon  the  great  and  leading 
question  which  will  enter  into  the  next  elections, 
and  decide,  in  my  humble  opinion,  the  destiny 
of  this  country.  Sir,  upon  this  great  and  leaa- 
ing  question,  the  gentlemen  composing  what  is 
called  the  Black  Republican  party,  have  taken 
position  sectional  in  character,  and  aggressive 
towards  the  Soutli.  I  want  the  lines  clearly  de- 
fined and  drawn  early,  which  divide  parties,  in 
order  that  the  people  of  all  sections,  who  are 
deeply  interested  in  preserving  this  Government, 
may  know  witli  which  to  ally  themselves — may 
know  whether  their  influence  is  wielded  to  pull 
down  or  build  up.  As  I  have  said  before,  I 
have  but  little  fear  of  th^  Know  Notliin^  party; 
not  that  I  do  not  regard  some  of  its  principles 
odious,  and  its  whole  tendency  dangerous,  out, 
as  in  my  judgment  it  attacks  individual  rights,  ap- 
pertainuig  to  every  citizen.  North,  East,  Soutn, 
and  West,  of  course,  sooner  or  later,  it  must  ^o 
down;  all  will  become  interested  in  opposing  its 
principles,  when  made  to  understand  that  they 
are  injurious  to  themselves.  Not  so  with  the 
Black  llepublican  party.  Sectional  and  fanatic, 
it  is  bent  upon  the  destruction  of  the  rights  of  a 
whole  section.  It  throaton.««  to  do  that  which  can- 
not be  done  without  being  followed  by  a  speedy 


dissolution  of  these  States.  I  make  free  to  declare 
my  opinion ,  not  by  way  of  threatening,  but,  I  trust, 
as  a  patriot,  who  desires  the  best  interests  of  his 
country,  that  if  the  gentlemen  who  are  in  a  ma- 
jority in  this  House  fairly  represent  the  section 
of  the  Union  from  which  they  come, — if  they  are 
the  types  of  northern  majorities,  and  the  principles 
which  I  understand  them  to  profess  shall  become 
the  settled  opinions  of  controlling  majorities  in 
the  northern  States,  and  shall  be  attempted  to  be 
made  law  in  this  country,  through  the  forms  of 
Federal  legislation,  then  the  continued  Union  of 
these  States  will  be  an  impossibility,  or,  if  pos- 
sible, the  greatest  curse  which  could  be  inflicted 
upon  my  people.  I  make  no  threats.  I  say  what 
I  most  verily  Delieve.  I  speak  because  I  love  the 
Union  of  the  Constitution.  I  love  it  for  its  mem- 
ories— for  the  hallowed  recollections  of  the  mar- 
tyrs who  died  in  the  struggle  to  transmit  its 
Frinciples  to  us — for  its  present  blessings,  which 
hope  may  be  continued  to  the  latest  generation. 
Sir,  1  want  the  people  to  know  who  desires  te 
preserve  it — who  pursues  a  course  calculated  to 
destroy  it.  I  shall  therefore  vote  not  only  for 
this  resolution,  but  facilitate  all  inquiries  after 
truth.     I  vote  ay.      *  * 

Mr.  GIDDUnOS  (on  his  name  being  called) 
said :  In  giving  the  vote  which  I  intend  to  give 
on  this  question,  I  ask  the  attention  of  the  House 
for  a  few  minutes.  That  resolution  expresses 
the  sentiment  which,  from  my  youth  up,  I  have 
cultivated  and  cherished.  It  is,  that  no  man  shall 
ask  another  to  vote  for  him  who  is  unwilling  to 
unfold  the  whole  sentiments  of  his  heart  on  every 
political  question  on  which  he  may  be  called  to  act« 
Never,  never,  sir,  have  I  placed  myself  before  the 
people  of  the  country,  or  district,  where  I  would 
secrete  from  them  a  single  thought  of  my  soul. 
It  was  in  that  view,  and  with  that  sentiment  ia 
my  heart,  that,  on  the  18th  of  this  month,  I  pro- 
pounded the  respeetfril  question  which  I  did  to 
the  candidate  of  the  Democratic  party.  I  fek  that 
it  was  due  to  that  party  that  it  should  have  a 
candidate  here  who  would  avow  his  sentiments 
and  principles.  1  felt  that  the  honor  of  the  gentle 
man  himself  [Mr.  Richardson]  was  at  atcdce. 

A  Member.    What  question  was  it? 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  felt  that  the  honor  of  his 
party — standing  before  the  country  was  hazarded 
Dy  his  silence.  As  was  well  remarked  by  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Davis,]  I  pro- 
pounded questions  which  1  deemed  pertinent  to 
the  issue.  I  asked  him  how  he  would  act  if 
elected  to  the  speakership?  But  more  dumb  than 
Balaam's  ass,  I  could  extract  nothing  from  him. 
He,  sir,  has  been  voted  for  by  his  party  some 
seventy  times  since  that  refusal.  They  have 
tolerated  his  silence,  encouraged  his  withholding 
his  sentiments,  and  indorsed  him  to  the  world; 
but  now,  at  this  late  day,  they  arc  in  favor  of 
the  resolution  ofifered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  [Mr.  Zollicoffcr.]  That  is  an 
evidence  of  prc^ess.  It  shows  that  they  are 
coming  up  to  the  times.  They  virtually  condemn 
him  by  voting  that  it  ia  against  the  fundamental 
principles  of  the  Government  for  a  candidate  to 
remain  silent  and  withhold  his  sentiments.  I  con- 
gratulate the  RepubUcan  party — I  congratulate 
the  country,  on  the  progress  which  the  .Demo- 
cratic party  is  making.  [Laughter.]  They  are 
now,  after  a  six-weeks*  effort  to  organize  the 
House,  willing  to  adopt  one  of  the  fundamental 
principles  of  popular  Governments.  Sir,  they 
have  progressed  more  rapidly  within  the  last 
weeks  than  ever  I  knew  tfajcm  to  do  in  the  same 
space  of  time,     [Laughter.] 

But,  sir,  I  am  rejoiced  to  see  my  friend  from 
Alabama,  over  the  way,  nVIr.  Dowdell,]  coming 
out  in  condemnation  of  his  candidate,  as  he  has 
done,  in  uttering  sentiments  of  the  most  scathing 
rebuke  for  his  having  preserved  silence.  I  rejoice 
to  hear  him  doclare  that  such  silence  is  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  whole  fundamental  principles  of  our 
Government.  I  agree  most  fully  with  tliat  gen- 
tleman, [laughter,]  and  I  indorse  liim  to  the  coun- 
try. He  lias  shown  the  honest  sentiments  of  a 
patriot  on  this  point.  I  could  have  wished,  how- 
ever, that  he  had  withheld  some  of  that  language 
stigmatizing  those  opposed  to  him.  I  will  meet 
that  gentleman  at  PhUipmf  [laughter,]  after  we 
shall  have  elected  a  Speaker.  Still  1  rejoice,  and 
tender  to  him  my  thanks  that  he  spoke  the  sen- 
timents which  1  suppose  every  freeman  of  the 
North  has  cherished  from  his  early  childhood. 
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I  therefore  vote  for  the  resolution.  I  want  to 
flee  the  Democratic  party  dodge  back  again  after 
its  adoption,  and  support  a  man  who  will  not  then 
answer  the  questions  which  have  heretofore  been 
propounded  to  him.  I  desire  to  see  them  place 
themselves  in  that  position  before  the  country. 
With  these  opimons  and  sentiments,  Mr.  Clerb, 
I  vote  ay. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  am,  it  is 
true,  like  Balaam,  while  in  the  presence  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Giddings.]  I  let  the 
«8s  speak.     [Roars  of  laughter.] 

Mr.  GROW.  For  the  first  time  since  I  have 
liad  the  honor  of  a  seat  on  this  floor,  I  rise  to 
explain  a  vote;  and  I  should  not  do  it  now  but 
for  the  fact,  that  many  gentlemen  with  whom  I 
have  been  acting  seem,  from  their  votes,  to  take 
an  entirely  different  view  of  this  resolution,  and 
the  proper  action  on  it  for  this  House,  from  my- 
self, r  recognize  this  House  not  as  a  political 
caucus,  to  lay  down  platforms  and  political  creeds. 
I  have  voted  against  all  such  resolutions,  during 
my  term  of  service,  as  out  of  place.  If  there  are 
any-  men  here  who  have  been  voting  for  the  last 
eix  weeks  for  a  Speaker,  without  reasons  suffi- 
ciently satisfactory  to  themselves  for  their  votes, 
thev  had  better  resign  and  go  home.  Sir,  for  my- 
self, I  am  satisfied  with  tlie  votes  I  have  ^ivcn, 
nor  do  I  exoect  my  course  of  action  to  be  m  any 
way  affectea  by  tnis  resolution.  It  simply  de- 
clares that  the  elector  has  the  right  to  know  the 
opinions  of  the  candidate  for  whom  he  is  to  vote. 
The  doctrine  is  a  correct  one.  But  in  this  case 
we  are  the  electors,  and  make  such  selections  of 
candidates  as  we  please,  and  vote  for  them  with 
or  without  information,  as  we  like,  responsible 
to  our  constituents  for  our  votes  only,  not  for  our 
means  of  knowledge,  or  the  correctness  of  our 
opinions.  For  those  we  must  answer  to  our- 
selves alone,  and  not  to  our  constituents.  We 
are  answerable  to  them  as  to  the  judiciousness 
of  our  selections  of  candidates,  and  not  as  to  the 
information  that  satisfies  our  judgment. 

Then,  sir,  in  passing  this  resolution,  if  it  mean 
anything  more  than  a  simple  declaration  of  a 
sound  principle,  we  present  the  humiliating  spec- 
tacle 01  a  set  of  men  who  have  been  voting  here 
for  six  weeks  in  the  dark,  and  we  have  only  just 
found  it  out. 

Sir,  if  the  majority  or  a  plurality  of  this  House 
will  permit  themselves  to  be  diverted  from  the 
main  object  they  have  in  view  by  propositions 
introduced  by  the  minority,  then  you  may  sit  till 
doomsday  witliout  accomplishing  anything.  If 
every  proposition  that  is  plausible  is  to  be  taken 
up  ana  considered,  no  matter  whether  it  pertains 
to  the  legitimate  business  of  the  House  or  not, 
then  tliere  will  be  plausible  propositions  enough 
to  consume  the  whole  time.  I  have  no  objection 
to  the  principles  set  forth  in  that  resolution;  but 
this  is  not  the  place  for  mere  declarations  of  nat- 
ural or  constitutional  rights,  but  to  legislate,  and 
that  alone.  Nor  am  I  to  be  diverted  from  what 
I  consider  to  be  the  proper  course  of  action  by 
any  such  Jintsse  or  resolves  upon  abstract 
rights. 

Mr.  Clerk,  we  are  not  sent  here  to  make  polit- 
ical creeds  and  platforms.  We  arc  sent  to  enact 
laws,  such  as  we  believe  to  be  for  the  ^ood  of  the 
country.  We  have  notlung  to  do  with  the  an- 
nunciation of  the  doctrines  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  or  of  any  other  of  the  inalienable 
rights  of  men.  Our  business  is  to  enact  laws — 
putting  into  form,  so  they  can  be  executed  by  the 
courts,  the  great  principles  of  justice  and  right; 
and  there  our  duties  end. 

For  myself,  I  am  not  to  be  diverted  from  my  pur- 
pose in  tfiis  contt^st,  and  I  hope  those  with  wnom  I 
am  acting  will  not  permit  themselves  to  be  swayed 
from  the  course  of  poUcy  that  we  choose  to  pursue, 
by  any  such  ruse  on  the  part  of  our  opponents. 
I  have  my  own  creed  and  political  opinions,  and 
do  not  recognize  tlie  right  of  any^  man  in  this 
Hall  to  put  any  test  of  opinions  upon  me,  by  any 
resolutions  that  he  may  offer.  Actmg  upon  that 
Bcntiment,  I  have,  for  the  four  years  that  I  have 
occupied  a  seat  on  this  floor,  opposed  the  passage 
of  any  and  every  resolution  introduced  into  this 
House  for  the  mere  purpose  of  establishing  any 
such  test,  or  for  declaring  any  abstract  principle 
or  doctrine  of  human  riglus. 

Sir,  what  has  the  constituency  of  any  man  to 
do  with  his  vote  for  Speaker?  He  votes  upon 
liis  own  knowledge,  responsible  to  his  constitu- 


ents for  his  selection  of  a  proper  man;  and  is 
there  a  member  that  desires  the  passage  of  this  res- 
olution for  his  own  information  ?  What,  then,  is 
the  object  of  this  resolution  ?  It  is  to  divert  the  plu- 
rality of  this  House  from  their  purpose.  Instead 
of  going  on  to  vote  and  elect  a  Speaker,  the  effect 
of  me  resolution  will  be  to  open  a  discussion  be- 
tween the  candidates  and  different  members  of 
tliis  House,  that  may  last  for  weeks.  It  is  to  put 
the  candidates  upon  the  witness  stand,  to  be  cross- 
(][uestioned  by  men  who  do  not  vote  for  the  par- 
ticular candidate,  cuid  never  would;  but  they  are 
eliciting  information  for  the  benefit  of  those  who 
do,  lest,  in  their  inability  to  take  care  of  them- 
selves, they  should  be  imposed  upon.  It  is  cer- 
tainly very  kind,  but  a  kindness  that  for  myself 
I  do  not  appreciate. 

^ut,  sir,  I  take  this  occasion  to  say  a  word  in 
reference  to  the  remarks  just  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Dowdell,]  who  talks 
of  dissolving  the  Union  if  the  Missouri  compro- 
mise is  restored.  Its  abrogation  was  a  wanton 
violation  of  good  faith  between  the  two  sections 
of  this  Union,  and  how  can  its  restoration  be  a 
greater  indignity  and  wrong  to  you  than  was  its 
original  passage  to  your  fathers  m  1820.  It  was 
passed  tnen  as  an  adjustment  of  conflicting  inter- 
ests, claimed  at  the  time  by  the  South  as  a  trivmph, 
and  regarded  by  the  North  as  a  defeat — voted 
for  by  a  majority  of  the  entire  delegation  from  the 
South;  for,  of  her  one  hundred  and  three  Repre- 
sentatives in  both  branches  of  Congress,  only 
forty-six  voted  against  it.  The  act  was  signed 
by  a  southern  iR-esident,  advised  and  approved 
of  by  a  Cabinet  a  majority  of  whom  w6re  from 
slavenolding  States.  Do  you,  then,  gentlemen 
of  the  South ,  stand  here  to-day  'to  libel  the  memory 
of  your  fathers,  by  declaring  that  they  put  upon 
the  statute  book  a  law  that  it  is  dishonorable  for 
you  to  submit  to?  Though  you  would  thus 
Slacken  their  good  fame,  we  honor  their  memory, 
and  believe  that  we  commit  no  wrong  in  doing  as 
they  did;  and  that  you  are  not  dishonored  by 
submitting  to  laws  that  they  submitted  to  and 
helped  to  enact.  Had  they  a  less  keen  sense  of 
honor,  appreciation  of  justice,  or  feeling  of  man- 
hood, than  you  possess  ?  Will  you  proclaim  to 
the  world  that  your  fathers  submitted  tamely  for 
thirty-four  years  to  injustice  and  wrong  that  your 
sense  of  honor  will  not  permit  you  to  brook;  and 
that,  if  the  generation  of  to-day  restores  to  the 
statute-book  a  law  enacted  by  their  votes,  and 
held  sacred  by  them  while  living,  that  you  will 
dissolve  this  Union  ?  The  declaration  dishonors 
their  memories,  and  the  act  would  proclaim  you 
**  di^enerate  sons  of  noble  sires."    I  vote  no. 

Mr.  KELSEY.  Before  casting  my  vote,  I 
have  a  word  to  say  in  explanation  of  that  vote. 
I  concur  with  the  mover  of  that  resolution,  that 
the  constituency  of  a  member  has  the  right  to 
know  the  opinions  of  the  man  for  whom  he  votes; 
but  in  my  judgment  that  resolution  is  entirely 
out  of  place  here  now.  I  cannot  see  that  it  has 
any  legitimate  connection  with  the  subject  be- 
fore the  House.  It  is  a  mere  abstraction,  unless 
further  action  is  predicated  upon  it.  If  it  is 
passed,  what  ncxtr  If  you  are  to  do  anything 
further,  the  candidates  to  be  voted  for  for  Speaker 
must  be  called  upon  the  stand,  and  catechised  by 
a  committee  appointed  for  the  purpose,  and,  if 
tliey  answer  with  propriety,  they  will  be  fur- 
nisncd  with  certificates  of  qualification.  Now 
it  seems  to  me  that  our  business  is  to  make  a 
Speaker,  and  not  to  lay  doAvn  abstract  principles. 
I  therefore  vote  no, 

Mr.  LETCHER.  My  friend  from  Maryland 
[Mr.  Davis]  complains  very  much  that  the  can- 
didate of  our  party  for  Speaker,  on  a  certain  oc- 
casion, did  not  answer  a  questionpropounded  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Giddings,]  who 
desired  to  know  whether  he  would,  if  elected, 
constitute  the  commit^es  according  to  a  certain 
rule  prescribed  by  him*^(Mr.  G.)  in  a  pubUshed 
letter.  Now,  I  am  one  of  those  who  approved  at 
the  time,  and  approve  now,  of  the  answer  given 
at  that  time  by  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr. 
Richardson.]  If  I  distrusted  the  personal  in- 
tegrity of  a  candidate  to  such  an  exent  as  the 
query  put  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  would 
seem  to  indicate,  i  would  never  vote  for  him, 
whatever  might  be  the  answer. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  allow  me  to  ask  him  a  question  now  ? 

Mr.  LETCHER.    No,  sir;  not  just  now. 


Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  have  always  allowed  the 
gentleman  to  interrupt  me. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  cannot  yield  now;  just  sit 
down  and  wait.  Now,  I  want  to  know  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Davis,]  whether 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Fuller] 
has  given  to  him,  or  anybody  else,  apledge  that  he 
will  organize  the  committees  of  this  House  accord- 
ing to  the  platform  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  ? 

Mr.  DA  V  IS.  If  the  gentleman  is  drawing  an 
inference  from  my  remarks,  and  following  that 
inference  out  to  an  imaginary  conclusion,  he  is 
welcome  to  the  inference.  But,  if  he  means  seri- 
ously to  ask  whether  any  communication  baa 
passed  between  me  and  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, I  say  no;  ^  do  not  approach  him,  nor 
does  any  man  approach  him. 

Mr.  Letcher.  I  made  no  charge;  but  I 
say  the  alle^tion  was  such  as  to  warrant  the  in- 
ference. It  18  a  fair  inference,  when  the  complaint 
is  made  by  a  friend  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania (Mr.  Fuller]  that  our  candidate,  who 
has  refiised  to  do  a  particular  thing,  has  done 
wrong,  that  his  candidate  has  done  right;  and 
we  are  entitled  to  know  how  it  is.  The  gentle- 
man's answer,  however,  is  satisfactory  to  me, 
that  no  such  pledge  has  been  given. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.    May  I  put  a  question  now  ? 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Just  wait  a  minute,  if  you 
please.  The  gentleman  from  Maryland  says  that 
nis  candidate  has  answered  questions,  and  that 
the  information  has  been  given  which  has  been 
refused  by  our  candidate.  Now,  let  me  ask  when 
the  question  was  put  to  his  candidate  in  reference 
to  his  opinions  upon  the  Wilmot  proviso »  and 
has  there  ever  been  any  answer  to  that  question 
in  this  House  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, [Mr.  Fuller  ?J  Has  there  ever  been  any 
answer  to  the  question  in  regard  to  the  particular 
views  or  opinions  upon  which  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Fuller]  was  elected  to  this 
House  over  the  head  of  Hendrick  B.  Wright, 
who  voted  for  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill  at  the 
last  Congress  ?  I  will  now  hear  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio. . 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  ask  the  gentleman  whether, 
if  the  Democratic  party  has  pursued  that  course 
for  twenty-five  years,  it  is  not  reasonable  to  aup- 
pose  they  will  do  it  again  ? 

Several  Members.     What  course? 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Let  us  hear  what  your  first 
statement  is  ? 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  understood  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  to  say  that  this  question  was  a 
proper  one  to  be  propounded  to  the  gentleman 
from  I41inois,  because  others  may  have  pursued 
a  different  course. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  do  not  say  any  such 
thing.  I  say  expressly  the  reverse — ^that  it  ia 
not  a  proper  question  to  be  propounded  to  any 
gentleman  on  this  floor,  because  it  implies  that 
the  gentleman  to  whom  it  is  put  will  not,  if  ele- 
vated to  the  chair,  act  in  accordance  with  the 
hi^h  obligations  of  honor.    That  Is  what  I  say. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman 
whether  it  is  not  fair  to  presume  that  the  Demo- 
cratic Speaker  would  pursue  the  course  which 
has  been  pursued  by  Democratic  Speakers  for 
the  last  twenty-five  years? 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Have  any  questions  ever 
been  propounded  to  a  Democratic  Speaker? 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.    They  have. 

Mr.  LETCHER.     When? 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.    On  various  occasions. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  They  were  propounded  to 
William  J.  Brown;  and  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
stood  out  until  Brown  gave  a  private  pledge,  and 
then  came  here  and  voted  for  him  on  the  faith  of  it. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  And  the  Democratic  party 
excluded  me  on  that  account.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Exactly.  Here  is  another 
thing.  Has  the  editor  of  the  New  York  Tribune 
(Horace  Greeley)  further  promptings  for  the  gen- 
tleman from  Oliio  in  his  interrogatories  to  him? 
He  not  only  gave  them  to  him,  but  he  comes  into 
the  House  to  touch  him  up.     [Sensation.] 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  Does  the  gentleman  intend 
to  say  that  the  editor  of  the  New  York  Tribune 
prompts  me  to  those  questions  ? 

Mr.  LETCHER.  1  say  tliis:  it  is  a  significant 
fact  that  before  questions  arc  put  to  me,  the  editor 
of  the  New  York  Tribune  is  witliin  the  bar  of  the 
House,  and  in  close  conference  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio. 
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Mr.  SAVAGE.  Before  casting  my  vote  I  de- 
sire to  Bay  that  I  am  reaucBted  by  my  colleague, 
Mr.  Smith,  to  state  to  the  House  that  the  cojidi- 
tion  of  his  health  compelled  liim  to  go  to  his  room, 
and  that  he  has  paired  off  with — I  am  not  aurB  of 
the  name  of  the  gentleman,  but  I  think  it  is  Mr. 
RiTCHiB,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  have  no  apology 
to  make  for  the  vote  I  am  about  to  give.  I  vote 
ay. 

Mr.  STEWART  (when  his  name  was  called) 
■aid:  The  House  will  recollect  that  a  few  days 
a^o  I  had  the  honor  to  offer  a  series  of  resolu- 
tions which  I  conceived  presented  the  basis  upon 
which  the  House  might  organize.  I  did  not  ask 
for  a  vote  upon  thera,  but  had  them  read  for  the 
information  of  members,  and  for  future  action,  if 
advisable.  Sir,  the  election  of  a  Speaker  of  this 
House  is  a  most  important  act.  In  certain  con- 
tingencies the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, under  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the 
United  States,  may  be  called  upon  to  exercise 
the  high  executive  fiinctions  of  this  Government, 
and  therefore  a  Speaker  is  not  to  be  elected  and 
considered  merely  as  a  ministerial  officer,  to  see 
that  order  is  preserved  here,  and  that  the  rules 
we  may  adopt  for  our  government  are  properly 
enforced. 

Well,  sir,  the  distinguished  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  who  has  offered  this  resolution,  pro- 
poses a  number  of  questions.  Let  these  various 
candidates  answer  those  questions,  and  any  others 
of  a  public  character.  1  want  to  see  gentlemen 
define  their  positions.  It  has  been  stated  that 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Bakes] 
recently  said  that, under  certain  circumstances,  ho 
was  willing  to  "  let  this  Union  slide."  I  thought 
it  due  to  that  gentleman  an  dto  the  country,  that 
that  remark  and  the  circumstances  stated  under 
which  he  was  willing  the  Union  should  slide, 
should  be  fully  explained,  and  that  all  the  candi- 
dates presented  should  define  their  positions  in 
reference  to  the  great  questions  of  the  day  when 
called  upon.  The  Democratic  party  have  pro- 
claimed their  views,  and  have  placed  their  candi- 
date upon  a  platform  of  vital  principles;  but  if 
miy  gentlemen  desire  to  present  additional  ques- 
tions to  him,  let  them  do  so,  and  I  cannot  doubt 
he  will  answer  those  questions  fairly  and  fully, 
and  in  the  manly  style  of  a  fearless  statesman. 
Let  us  have  all  the  information  we  can  get  in  re- 
lation to  the  views  of  all  the  candidates. 

This  vexed  question  of  the  power  of  this  Gov- 
ernment in  the  Territories,  and  over  the  form- 
ation of  new  States,  in  regard  to  the  existence 
or  non-existence  of  slavery,  let  me  suggest  to  the 
House,  was  first  raised  by  the  North.  Missouri 
was  proposed  to  be  deprived  of  her  constitutional 
rights.  How?  By  the  North.  The  North  has 
presented  this  question  manifestly  in  a  spirit  of 
aggression  and  propagandism,  and  it  had  to  be 
disposed  of,  and  now  again  must  be  met.  The 
question  of  the  admission  of  a  new  State  from  the 
territory  in  dispute  will  soon  be  presented,  and  it 
is  essentially  proper  that  the  candidates,  pressed 
by  gentlemen  for  the  support  of  this  House  as  its 
chief  ofiicer,  should  declare  their  principles  00 
tliat  they  may  be  known  to  everybody. 

The  Vive  tjoce  principle  of  voting  has  oeen  recog- 
nised by  tliis  House  as  the  true  one,  instead  of 
by  ballot.  Why  ?  Because  we  stand  here  as  the 
Iteprcsentativcs  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  peo- 
ple, and  our  constituents  have  the  right  to  know 
now  we  vote,  and  for  whom  we  vote,  and  the 
views  of  the  candidate  we  support.  That  we 
should  know  the  opinions  any  candidate  enter- 
tains upon  great  questions  of  public  policy,  is 
due  to  the  enlightened  progress  of  the  age,  to  the 
critical  state  of  the  times,  and  particularly  so 
now,  in  this  eventful  struggle,  when  this  import- 
ant coordinate  department  of  the  Government  has 
remained  in  an  unorganized  state  for  nearly  six 
weeks. 

I  congratulate  the  House  and  the  country  that 
wo  are  approximating  to  a  basis  of  action,  and 
are  about  to  reach  a  more  definite  conclusion. 
There  is  a  majority  of  this  House  for  or  against 
this  paramount  question;  and  until  ffentlemen 
meet  the  question,  it  will  not  be  settled,  nor  this 
House  organized,  I  fear.  The  record  must  prob- 
ably l>e  made  up,  and  the  case  disposed  of,  upon 
til  is  single  great  and  overruling  issue.  Mmor 
questions,  however  important  otherwise,  must 
be  subordinate  to  this  great  national  exigency, 
which  involves  in  its  sctuement  possibly  the  des- 


tinies of  tliis  glorious  Union,  with  all  its  hallowed 
recollections  and  progressive-  advantages.  Let 
us  meet  it  and  settle  it  in  the  spirit  of  the  great 
and  immortal  founders  of  the  Government,  and 
upon  the  basis  of  the  Constitution,  giving  the 
people  of  all  the  States  a  ftur  opportunity,  in  a 
spirit  of  brotherhood  and  legitimate  enterprise, 
to  lay  the  foundations  of  new  States,  in  territory 
belonging  to  all,  by  the  establishment  of  suon 
social  systems  as  the  people  of  said  territories 
when  they  come  to  organize  States,  in  their  judg^ 
ment,  may  think  best  adapted  to  their  condition. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  (when  his  name  was  called) 
said:  In  the  course  of  the  conversation  between 
the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr. 
Zollicoffer]  and  my  colleague,  I  understood 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  as  saying,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Nebraska  bill,  that  the  Democratic 
party  has  presented  itself  before  the  country  in 
such  a  way  that  differentconstructions  were  given 
to  that  bill  in  different  parts  of  the  Union.  Now, 
if  I  am  rightly  informed,  the  distinguished  mem- 
ber from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Fuller,]  for  whom 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  has  voted, declared 
himself,  in  the  political  canvass  which  preceded 
his  election,  opposed  to  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill. 
I  understand  tiim  to  declare  that  he  is  still  opposed 
to  the  principles  of  that  bill,  but  inasmucn  as  an 
attempt  to  repeal  it  would  be  agitation,  he  would 
be  opposed  to  an  attempt  to  repeal  it.  Now  let 
us  suppose,  for  one  moment,  that  upon  the  pro- 
pounamg  of  interrogatories  to  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Richardson,]  it  should 
appear  that  his  construction  of  the  Klansas-Ne- 
braska bill  was  different  from  that  which  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Tennessee,  himself,  places 
upon  it.  I  wish  to  know,  then,  whether  that  gen- 
tleman [Mr.  Zollicoffer]  would  prefer  an  indi- 
vidual who  agreed  with  hmi  in  supporting  that 
great  measure,  but  gave  a  bad  reason  for  it,  or  a 
gentleman  who  was  opposed  to  the  measure  and 
to  the  principles  of  the  measure. 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER.  As  to  the  premises 
wIiichHhe  gentleman  assumes,  I  will  not  pretend 
to  set  him  right.  As  to  his  supposed  case,  I  can- 
not undertake  to  answer  questions  euising  under 
a  mere  supposition.  It  reminds  me  of  an  anec- 
dote I  once  heard  of  a  father,  who,  of  a  winter 
night,  sent  his  boy  out  ft)r  some  wood  with 
which  to  make  a  fire.  Said  the  boy,  **  Father, 
suppose  there  is  none  cut  ?*'  "  Well,"  says  the 
father,  ** go  out  and  get  an  ax,  and  cut  some." 
**  But,"  says  he,  **  suppose  the  ax  is  covered  up 
in  the  snow?"  "Then  stir  about  in  the  snow 
and  find  it."  "  But  suppose,  in  stirring  about  in 
the  snow,  I  should  stir  up  a  snake  there  ?"  We 
may  suppose  all  sorts  of  cases,  bat  I  cannot  un- 
dertake to  answer  questions  arising  upon  such 
an  hypothesis  as  this. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  if  this  is  an  hypothetical  case;  for  the 
distinguished  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Rich- 
ardson] votecfforthe  bill;  and  not  only  voted  for 
the  bill,  but,  in  the  discusssion,  he  contributed, 
by  his  strenuous  support,  eminently  to  the  suc- 
cess of  the  measure;  and  this  action  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  lUinois  has  the  hearty  concurrence 
of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Zolli- 
coffer.] The  question,  then,  is,  would  that 
gentleman  prefer  an  individual  who  went  with 
him  for  the  measure,  though  he  gave  a  bad  reason 
for  it,  or  an  individual  who  opposed  the  measure, 
and  who  now  condemns  it  ?  Tnat  is  the  question. 
Will  the  gentleman  answer  it?  [Cries  of  **  Call 
theroU!"] 

Mr.  2:0LLIC0FFER.  Well,  on  some  other 
occasion  I  will  answer  the  gentleman  with  pleas- 
ure, but  I  cannot  now  toke  the  time. 

Mr.  WADE  (when  his  nante  was  called])  said: 
I  do  not  intend  to  make  a  speech,  or  detain  the 
House  but  a  few  moments.  1  wish  here  to  bear 
my  testimony  against  this  miserable  perversion 
of  the  object  for  which  we  were  sent  here.  This 
resolution,  and  all  connected  with  it,  is  the  small- 
est kind  of  pohtical  clap-trap,  and  ought  never 
to  have  been  introduced  here.  We  are  here  for 
other  purposes;  and  we  are  bound  to  sit  here 
until  we  have  effected  an  organization,  and  after 
that  to  do  the  business  the  country  intrusted  to 
us. 

I  want  to  explain  my  vote  upon  this  occasion, 
because  I  have  voted  several  times  without 
making  an  explanation  [laughter;]  and  the  rea- 
son why  I  vote  for  it  is  this:  I  want  to  see  a  new 


Democratic  platform  pfot  up  for  the  purpose  of 
seeing  how  quick  the  Democrats  will  aepart  from 
it,  and  trample  it  under  foot.  That  party  is  con- 
verted  into  a  southern  agency  for  the  perpetua- 
tion of  slavery;  and  whatever  may  be  fished  out 
upon  this  floor  from  their  candidate,  will  be  buta 
declaration  of  their  sentiments  for  the  time  being 
The  northern  Democrata  know  nothing,  under  the 
light  of  God's  heaven,  but  the  distribution  of  the 
spoils  which  aociue  to  them  from  their  being^lu 
agents  of  the  slave  States,  in  their  sectional  em- 
prise of  making  slavery  national  and  freedom 
sectional.  I  want  to  see  that  {^tform  drawn  up 
again,  that  1  may  see  how  soon  they  will  depart 
from  it.  That  party  is  a  mere  agent  for  the  ex- 
tension of  despotism.  It  is  a  party  of  absolatifio 
in  its  sympathy  with  the  freedom  of  the  North. 
It  comes  here  to  represent  southern  princ^les— 
slaveholding  principles.  The  platform  of  tl« 
Democrats  of  my  own  State  is  no  more  like  tbt 
platform  of  the  Democrats  of  Virginia,  than  the 
Christian  Bible  is  like  the  Koran.  They  do  not 
pretend  that  there  is  any  similarity  of  principle! 
between  them.  The  Democrats  of  Ohio  wen 
pledged  to  oppose  the  extension  of  shivery. 

We  have  had  the  Union  saved  five  or  six  dif- 
ferent times  within  my  day,  and  it  is  the  onlj 
thing  I  ever  knew  to  suffer  by  salvation.  [Laugh- 
ter.] It  is  as  near  the  point  of  dissolution  now 
as  it  ever  has  been  before.  The  cry  has  been 
made  from  the  time  the  slave  question  was  first 
agitated-— and  that  is  from  the  foundatios  of  the 
Goverrmnent— that,  if  they  did  not  cease  to  agi- 
tate the  question,  the  Union  would  be  dissolved 
I  had  the  honor  of  being  in  the  galleries  in  the 
year  1836,  at  the  time  of  the  first  salvation  of  the 
Union.  But  it  would  not  stay  saved.  [Laugh- 
ter.] The  Union  has  a  wonderful  capacity  for 
fettmg  into  trouble,  and  politicians  have  a  won- 
erful  knack  of  saving  it.  But  it  will  not  stay 
saved  until  an  election  comes  aroimd,  so  we  come 
up  here  to  get  up  platforms,  to  put  questions  to 
candidates,  and  to  talk  about  saving  the  Union 
ag^n.  [Laughter.]  Let  me  say  tliat  the  Union 
will  not  **  slide"  half  as  quick  as  the  politiciani 
who  are  so  patriotic  in  their  efibrts  to  saveiu 
[Laughter.]  It  has  more  vitality  than  all  the 
politicians  who  stick  their  right  hand  into  the 
Treasury,  at  the  same  time  they  save  the  Union 
with  the  other. 

The  Democratic  party  receives  revelations  very 
much  as  Mohammed  did,  and  if  the  last  one 
contradicts  the  first,  why,  it  is  a  new  revelation, 
and  supplants  the  first.  The  salvation  of  the 
Union,  effected  by  the  compromise  of  1850,  lasted 
no  longer  than  winter  before  last.  It  was  saved 
two  years  before  that.  It  has  become  the  Inxsi- 
ness  of  each  new  Congress  to  save  ths  Union. 
And  now,  putting  questions  to  the  gentJemaa 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Banks,]  and  to  the 
gentleman  fVom  Illinois,  [Mr.  RitHARD80N,land 
to  the  ^ntlenmn  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  ¥vl' 
LER,]  IS  to  save  the  Union.  This  is  going  to  be 
a  new  Democratic  revelation  by  which  they  wiD 
swear  until  the  Cincinnati  convention  assembles; 
and  then  it  will  be  cast  aside  as  an  old,  worn-out 
»urment — as  an  old  shirt-tiul.  [Laughter.]  After 
3ie  Cincinnati  convention  there  will  be  a  new 
revelation  declared,  for  the  purpose  of  having 
that  sworn  to. 

And  now  let  me  say  to  them,  that  the  more  they 
act  to  put  down  agitation,  the  more  that  agitatton 
comes  up.     It  has  done  so  throughout  ^^  ""J 
experience,  and  will  continue  to  do  so.    And 
now  the  North  has  never  had  anything  like  the 
materiel  and  ma^jazines  of  warfare,  such  as  the 
Democrats  and  Whigs  combined  have  P"'  "J'^ 
our  hands.    The  gentleman  over  the  way  [Mr. 
Smith,  of  Tennessee,]  talked  about  the  wonder- 
ful capacity  of  the  Democratic  party  to  admuu*- 
ter  the  affau^  of  tlio  Government,  and  to  save  we 
Union.    [Laughter.]   Of  course  that  was  its  n"J- 
sion;  but,  sir,  when  this  President  was  elected* 
some  three  years  ago,  how  was  it  with  the  Dei"" 
ocratic  party?    It  came  into  power  with  a  »»- 
joritvin  this  House  of—I  think— two  to  one. 
Well,  such  has  been  the  statesmanship  manifesto? 
by  the  Democratic  party,  headed  by  the  Presi- 
dent and  his  Cabinet,  that  they  have  worn  Uiai 
party  to  the  ground,  so  that  they  have  kept  «« 
nere  six  weeks  trying  to  do — what?    To  get 
Speaker  for  this  House— and  that  taxes  their  in- 
genuity to  the  utmost.    They  cannot,  by  ^ 
possible  means,  get  a  Speaker  elected  here,  unjeis 
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be  be  a  rank  out-and-out  Republican,  restine  on  a 
national  platform  which  does  look  somewnat  to 
the  interests  of  freedom. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  give  notice  that  I  shall 
oppose  all  debate  until  the  result  of  this  vote  be 
Announced 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine,  (on  his  name 
being  called.)  I  desire  to  say  that  I  believe  in 
the  doctrines  of  this  resolution,  but  I  do  not  be- 
tide that  any  service  will  be  done  by  passing  it. 
I  Fote  no. 

The  Clerk  continued  the  call  of  the  roll,  and 
announced  the  result  as  above. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

The  House  thereupon  (at  five  o'clock)  ad- 
journed till  to-morrow  at  twelve  o'clock  m. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Saturday,  January  12,  1856. 

The  House  was  called  to  order  by  the  Clerk  at 
fwelve  o'clock,  m. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved . 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio,  took  the  floor. 

The  CLERK.  Will  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
fMr.  Campbell]  suspend  his  remarks  until  the 
Clerk  reads  a  paper  to  the  House .' 

CORRECTION  OP  THE  JOURNAL. 

The  CLERK  then  read  a  paper,  of  which  the 
following  is  a  copy : 

The  CHerk  desires  to  state  that  he  has  ascer- 
tained, since  the  adjournment  of  yesterday,  upon 
a  reexamination  of  the  vote  of  Wednesday  night 
last,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Sage  to  lay  upon  the 
table  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Sneed,  requesting 
Itlr.  Orr  to  preside  as  temporary  Chairman  unt3 
a  Speaker  is  elected,  that  the  announcement — of 
yeas  100,  nays  101 — was  erroneous,  and  should 
nave  been — yeas  100,  nays  98.  The  resolution 
was  consequently  laid  aside  upon  the  table,  and 
the  subsequent  action  of  the  House  should  not 
have  been  taken;  and,  with  the  consent  of  the 
House,  the  Journal  will  be  corrected  accordingly. 

[Cries  of  "Agreed!"] 

TEN-MINUTE  RULE — PLATFORMS. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    I  move,  Mr.  Clerk,  that 
the  resolution  confinin?  debate  to  ten  minutes  be  | 
suspended  until  next  Wednesday,  unless  other-  I 
wise  ordered  by  the  House. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN,  (interrupting.)  I  do  not 
wish  to  interrupt  the  gentleman,  or  to  take  the  floor 
from  him  fbr  an  instant;  but  I  would  ask  him  to 
modify  his  motion  by  adding  to  it  a  proviso  that 
there  shall  be  no  votin^^  until  that  time.  The 
^ntleman  from  Ohio  will  see  the  reason  of  this: 
It  is,  that  those  members  who  do  not  wish  to  take 
part  in  the  debate  may  be  at  liberty  to  attend  to 
the  business  of  their  constituents. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  The  gentleman  fipom  North 
Carolina  [Mr.  Clingman]  can  move  that  as  an 
amendment  afterwards. 

My  reason,  Mr.  Cleric,  for  making  this  motion 
js,  that  on  yesterday  the  House,  by  resolution, 
cave  notice  tfiat "  depositions**  woula  be  taken,  to 
be  used  on  the  hearing  of  the  "  bills  of  discovery*' 
in  regard  to  **  platforms."  It  is  not  possible  for 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr. 
Ricrardsok,]  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Banks,]  and  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Puller,] 
or  any  of  the  other  gentlemen  who  are  before  the 
House  as  candidates  for  the  speakership,  to  de- 
fine their  position  in  ten  minutes.  I  do  not  know 
how  far  it  is  proposed  to  carry  on  this  investiga- 
tion—how faa  back  we  are  to  go,  or  to  what  extent 
the  political  platforms  of  this  day  or  of  past  times 
are  to  be  overhauled  for  repairs.  I  have  never 
had  a  ereat  deal  of  respect  tor  platforms — never 
snv  ntuess  my  own  iudgment  approved  them. 

Now,  sir,  I  would  inform  the  gentlemen  who 
are  to  be  interrogated,  that  I  have  here  a  scrap- 
book,  which  I  tender  to  them  for  their  use.  It 
contains,  I  believe,  all  the  politiced  platforms  that 
have  been  adopted  since  1832;  all  those  on  the 
slavery  question  since  1840*,  I  have  here  the  plat- 
form of  the  Democratic  peu'ty  when  the  question 
of  the  annexation  of  Texas  was  before  the  coun- 
try; the  celebrated  Nicholson  letter  platform  in 
im\  the  platform  of  1852  of  both  the  political 
parties  of  this  country,  declaring    that   there 


should  be  "  no  agitation  of  the  slavery  question  in 
Congress  or  out  of  it.*'  I  have  also  some  more 
ancient  platforms:  I  have  the  Buffalo  and  the 
Pittsburg  platforms.  I  have  those  which  are  still 
more  ancient:  1  have  in  my  hand  two  platlbrms 
for  which  I  have  high  regard — the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  and  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence. I  would  have  had  the  Bible,  with  a 
view  to  refer  those  who  are  about  to  testify  on 
the  question  of  human  slavery,  particularly  to  a 
platform  made  in  the  mountam  by  the  Savior  of 
mankind,  for  the  government  of  the  conduct  of 
men.  I  allude  to  Christ *s  sermon  on  the  Mount; 
but  I  understand  that  that  book  is  not  to  be  had 
in  the  Congremrional  Library.  I  believe  there 
was  one  copy  of  it  there  a  long  time  ago,  but  it 
is  said  to  have  been  removed  to  make  room  for 
the  worbs  of  Eugene  Su6. 

I  profess,  Mr.  Clerk,  to  stand  politically  on  the 
two  platforms  I  have  first  alluded  to — the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  and  the  Declaration 
of  Independence.  In  my  intercourse  with  my 
fellow  man  I  try,  without  success,  to  adhere  to 
the  platform  last  mentioned.  I  wish  to  make 
this  suggestivNi  to  the  Clerk,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
gentlemen  who  are  to  be  interrosated  in  reference 
to  the  twaddle  contained  in  uiese  party  plat- 
forms— particularly  to  my  friend  from  Illinois, 
[Mr.  RiCHARDtov,]  that  there  should  be  a  card 
placed  over  that  chair  during  this  investigation 
contaming  the  wholesome  warning  found  over 
the  doors  of  raiLroad  cars,  "  Jt  is  dangeroiu  io 
Kmid  am  tkt  plal^orm  /*'  [Laughter.]  I  make  it 
particularly  for  the  benefit  of  my  friend  from  II- 
tinois:  *^  it  ia  detigeraus  io  ttand  on  the  platform** 
which  the  Democratic  party  made  at  the  time  he 
was  nominated.  My  personal  esteem  for  that 
gentleman  induces  me  to  warn  him,  and  the  engi- 
neers of  his  train ,  of  the  impending  danger.  They 
are  trying  to  make  groat  speed  upon  a  *^Jlat  bar** 
track,  and  there  is  danger  of  snake-heads! 

it  is  well  known,  when  testimony  was  last  taken 
here  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  Cox,]  as  to  how  the  Democrats  construed 
the  NebrasKa  bill  in  the  North  and  in  the  Sooth, 
in  reference  to  its  effects  on  slavery,  that  it  was 
shown  most  clearly  that  the  southern  Democrats 
made  it  mean  one  thing,  and  the  nortliern  Demo- 
crats an  entirely  different  thing.  If  the  gentleman 
stands  upon  that  platform  he  will  be  in  danger  of 
a  collision  between  these  two  Democratic  trains, 
one  running  north  and  the  other  south  upon  the 
same  party  track.  Mr.  Clerk,  in  fHenaahip,  I 
give  the  gentleman  and  his  friends,  in  advance, 
the  benefit  of  this  warning,  **It  is  dangerous  to 
stand  on  the  nlatfijrm  !*' 

Mr.  BARKSDALE.  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  one  question. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  In  my  ten  minutes  I  have 
not  time  to  be  interrogated  and  to  answer.  I 
merely  wished  to  give  notice  at  the  start  that  I 
shall  claim  the  right  to  put  cross  interrogatories 
to  those  witnesses  who  are  to  be  questioned. 

Mr.  BARKSDALE.  The  gentleman  says 
there  is  a  difference  in  the  construction  of  tne 
Nebraska  and  Kansas  platform  among  the  Dem- 
ocrats North  and  South.  Now,  what  I  want  to 
know  is,  whether  there  is  any  difference  of  opin- 
ion in  reference  to  it  in  the  Republican  party  ? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  have  made  no  innuiries 
of  the  Republican  party  on  that  point.  I  ao  not 
speak  by  authority  for  that  party  or  any  other. 
I  will  tell  the  gentleman  what  I  think  of  the  Ne- 
braska act.  I  have  ceased  to  speak  for  or  be 
responsible  for  any  person  but  myself.  I  regard 
it  as  one  of  the  most  iniquitous  and  unjust  acts 
that  ever  passed  by  the  vote  of  Congress^ — ^potent 
for  evil,  powerless  forgood  results. 

Mr.  BARKSDALE.  One  giving  the  South 
the  full  measure  of  their  rights,  and  nothing  more. 
Does  the  gentleman  object  to  tliat  ? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  speak  for  myself,  and 
I  have  always  said  I  am  willing  to  give  the  South 
and  their  slaves  their  full  rights,  under  the  Con- 
stitution ;  nothing  more — nothing  more.  My  ten 
minutes  have  expired.  - 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from  Illinois 
will  suspend  until  wo  can  have  a  vote  upon  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Camp- 
bell,] to  suspend  the  ten-minute  rule. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  see  no  necessity 
for  rescinding  the  ten-minute  rule  at  all,  for  any 
particular  length  of  time.    I  would  suggest  the 


I  propriety  of  suspending  it  so  far  as  to  allow  those 
I  gentlemen  for  whom  the  House  has  been  voting 
whatever  time  they  may  wish  to  answer  such 
questions  as  may  be  propounded  to  them,  or  at 
least  to  answer  the  interrogatories  addressed  to 
them  by  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Zollicopfer.]  That 
can  be  done  without  rescinding  the  rule  generally. 
The  House  has  voted  that  it  is  right  that  those 
gentlemen  should  answer  these  interrogatories, 
and  I  take  it  for  granted  the  House  will  give  them 
sufivcient  time  to  reply.  I  hope,  therefore,  that 
this  rule  will  be  suspended  so  far  as  tlie  gentle- 
men who  have  been  voted  for  for  Speaker  are 
concerned,  in  answering  the  questions  that  may 
be  put  to  them;  but  no  further. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  I  trust  the  House  will  not 
suspend  the  rule  limiting  debate  at  all;  and  I  am 
still  more  unwilling  that  the  rule  should  be  sus- 
pended for  the  reanon  assigned  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Campbell.]  [A  Voice:  **  That's 
right !  *  *]  Sir,  the  House  yesterday  adopted  a  res- 
olution, general,  abstract  in  its  terms,  having  no 
special  application  to  any  particular  candidates 
for  office,  but  simply  dccfanng  that,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  members  of  this  House,  candidates 
for  political  ofiices  ought  to  make  known  their 
opinions  to  those  who  are  asked  to  vote  for  them. 
It  has  no  special  application  to  those  gentlemen 
who  have  been  voted  for  here  as  candidates  for 
;  the  post  of  Speaker. 

I  beg  leave  to  say,  with  all  due  deference  to 
other  gentlemen,  that  I  think  the  House  would 
place  Itself  in  a  somewhat  undignified  position 
by  now  suspending  the  rule  for  Sie  express  pur- 
« pose  of  inviting  those  gentlemen  for  whom  they 
nave  been  voting  for  the  last  six  weeks  to  explain 
their  views. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  would  stiggest  to  the 
gentleman,  that  he  move  to  lay  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  I  shall  presently  do  so. 
Mr.  Clerk,  this  resolution, as  I  have  said,  is  gen- 
eral in  its  terms.  I  did  not  vote  for  it  as  a  special 
invitation  to  those  gentlemen  who  are  candidates 
for  the  position  of  Speaker,  to  address  the  House 
in  explanation  of  their  opinion,  or  to  place  them 
under  any  sort  of  obligation  to  do  so.  I  am  not 
willing  that  my  vote,  standing  as  it  does  in  favor 
of  that  resolution,  shall  be  so  construed. 

If  those  gentlemen  desire  to  express  their  views, 
I  have  no  objection;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
House  will  acquiesce  in  their  wishes,  and  afibrd 
them  an  opportunity  of  delivering  their  senti- 
ments. But  I  think  it  is  hardly  consistent  with 
the  dignity  of  the  House  to  invite  those  gentlemen 
to  tlie  stand,  and  to  suspend  this  rule,  under  the 
idea  that  they  desire  to  be  heard,  when  no  such 
desire  has  been  intimated  by  any  of  them.  I  do 
not  think  the  House  may  properly  place  them  in 
that  position. 

If  other  gentlemen  designed  to  give  the  resolu- 
tion passed  yesterday  this  speciel  application,  I 
certainly  did  not.  If  the  candidates  desire  to 
speak,  the  House  will,  I  am  sure,  readily  afford 
tnem  the  opportunity.  If  questions  are  put  to 
them,  they  can  answer,  or  not,  as  they  may  think 
proper;  but  I  do  not  think  this  House  should 
resolve  itself  into  a  debating  society,  for  the  dis- 
cussion of  oU possible  subjects  that  can  be  brought 
before  it. 

Where  is  this  debate  to  stop?  What  question 
may  not  be  put  to  these  gentlemen  ?  If  any  gen- 
tleman should  ask  my  friend  from  Illinois  [Mr. 
Richardson]  whether  he  would  be  willing  to 
recognize  the  Walker  government  in  Nicaragua,  it 
would  be  said  not  to  to  altogether  impertinent,  for 
the  Speaker  of  the  House  is  the  fourth  officer  of 
the  country,  and  in  certain  contingencies,  would 
be  called  on  to  administer  the  executive  duties 
of  the  Grovemment.  Then  the  question,  though 
not  pertinent  to  the  duties  of  the  Speaker's  chair, 
would  be  pertinent  to  the  duties  which  he  might 
contingently  be  called  on  to  execute  in  the  event 
of  vacancies  in  the  offices  of  President,  Vice  Pres- 
ident, and  President  of  the  Senate.  Therefore, 
to  test  the  sense  of  the  House  on  the  question,  I 
move  that  the  resolution  submitted  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  [Mr.  Campbell]  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  and  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  to 
withdraw  their  several  propositions.  If  it  should 
happen  to  be  necessary,  in  order  that  gentlemen 
may  answer  the  questions  which  are  propounded  to 
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them,  it  will  then  be  time  enough  to  aak  the  House 
for  the  extension.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I 
now  repeat  what  I  said  yesterday — that  I  am  ready 
to  reply  to  the  questions  which  have  been  pro- 
pounded by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [mr. 
ZoLLicoFFER.]  If  the  propositions  above  men- 
tioned are  withdrawn,  I  think  that  I  shall  be  able 
to  conclude  what  I  wish  to  say  within  the  time 
allotted  under  the  rule. 

Mr.  BINGHAM  obtained  the  floor. 

The  CLERK.  Debate  is  out  of  order;  there 
is  a  proposition  to  lay  on  the  table  pending. 

Mr.  (JAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  the  withdrawal  of  my  motion.  I  made 
the  motion  with  a  view  to  accommodate  gentle- 
men. I  have  no  idea,  however,  that  my  friend 
can  travel  over  all  the  ground  embraced  by  those 
questions  in  ten  minutes. 

Several  Members.  If  not,  we  can  then  extend 
the  time. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    I  withdraw  my  motion. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  Before  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois,  [Mr.  Richardson,]  or  any  other  of  the 
candidates  for  Speaker,  shall  proceed  to  answer 
the  interrogatories  of  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, [Mr.  ZoLLicoFPER,]  I  desire  to  put  some 
questions  to  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois, [Mr.  Richardson,]  and  to  which  I  hope 
to  receive  explicit  answers  from  that  gentleman, 
as  also  from  the  other  candidates  now  before  the 
House.  In  presenting  these  interrogatories,  I 
desire  to  raise  no  captious  objections  to  the  sen- 
timents of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Illinois, 
but  to  ascertain  distinctly  and  clearly  what  sense 
that  gentleman  attaches  to  the  terms  used  in  his 
platform,  to  wit:  **  the  principles  of  the  Kansas- 
Nebraska  act?**  also,  the  sense  he  attaches  to 
those  other  words,  *♦  squatter  sovereignty,**  upon 
which  the  changes  have  been  rung  for  the  last 
two  years  from  one  end  of  the  land  to  the  other; 
and  especially  the  effect  he  gives  to  the  term 
"nationality,'*  which  has  been  used  so  often, 
and  with  such  emphasis,  in  this  Hall,  by  that 
gentleman  and  his  party?  I,  too,  have  some 
reverence  for  nationality,  but  it  is  the  nationality 
which  springs  from  that  unity  of  Government 
which  constitutes  us  one  people;  and  that  1  may 
know  precisely  the  honorable  gentleman  *s  views 
of  nationality,  I  beg  leave  to  present  to  him  the 
following  interrogatories: 

I.  Do  you  hold  that  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  extends  to,  and  is  of  full  force 
within,  the  several  Territories  thereof? 

II.  Do  you  hold  that  the  people  of  any  of  said 
Territories  have  the  right  to  make  any  law  within 
said  Territories,  whereby  any  person  therein  shall 
be  deprived  **  of  life  or  liberty,**  except  as  pun- 
ishment for  crime  on  due  conviction  ? 

III.  Do  you  hold  that  the  people  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Kansas  have  the  right,  under  the  Consti- 
tution, to  prohibit  slavery  within  said  Territory 
at  all  times,  both  before  and  after  their  organiza- 
tion into  a  State  ? 

IV.  Do  you  hold  that  the  people  of  said  Ter- 
ritory, under  the  Constitution,  have  the  power 
and  the  right  to  legalize  slavery  within  said  Ter- 
ritory by  legislative  enactment;  and  the  further 
power  and  right  thereby  to  protect  and  maintain 
slavery  therein,  by  maKing  it  a  penal  oflfensc  for 
any  person  within  said  Territory  to  speak  or 
write  against  such  system,  or  to  aid  or  assist  any 
man  held  as  a  slave  within  said  Territory  to  es- 
cape therefrom,  with  tho  intent  to  secure  the  per- 
sonal liberty  of  such  slave? 

V.  Do  you  hold  thaf/»ftnder  the  Constitution, 
a  person  held  to  service  or  labor  within  said  Ter- 
ritory, escaping  therefrom  into  any  State  of  this 
Union,  can  oe  reclaimed  under  the  fugitive  slave 
law,  or  is  such  person  within  the  extradition 
clause  of  the  second  section  of  article  four  of  the 
Constitution? 

VI.  Under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
can  the  people  of  any  of  its  Territories  rightfully 
or  legally  establish  any  but  a  republican  form  of 
government  therein  ?  and  do  you  hold  that  to  be 
a  republican  government  which  converts  the 
majority  of  its  subjects  into  chattels,  and  subjects 
them  to  the  absolute  despotism  of  the  minority? 

These,  sir,  are  the  questions  which  I  put  to 
the  honorable  gentleman,  and  to  each  of  which  I 
hope  to  receive  from  that  gentleman  direct  an- 
swers.    I  will  not  further  detain  the  House. 

Mr.  BOYCE.  I  will  also  read  to  the  House 
Bome  interrogatories  which  I  would  be  glad  to 


have  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Banks]  answer.  They  are  these:  Are  you  in 
favor  of  restoring  the  Missouri  restriction,  or  do 
you  go  for  the  entire  prohibition  of  slavery  in  all 
tlie  Territories  of  the  United  States  ?  Are  you 
in  favor  of  abolisliing  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  of  the  United  States,  and  the  United 
States  forts,  dock -yards,  &c.  ?  Do  you  believe 
in  the  equality  of  the  white  and  black  races  in 
the  United  States;  and  do  you  wish  to  promote 
that  j;>olitica]  equality  by  legislation  ?  Are  you 
in  favor  of  the  entire  exclusion  of  adopted  citizens 
and  Roman  Catholics  from  office  ?  Do  you  favor 
the  same  modification  of  the  tariff  now  that  you 
did  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  ? 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  HUMPHREY  MARSHALL.  The  gen- 
tleman will  excuse  me  a  moment.  There  must 
be  several  more  batches  of  these  interrogatories, 
and  I  think  that  it  would  be  better  for  gentlemen 
to  file  them  with  the  Clerk,  and  to  allow  the  can- 
didates to  reply  to  them  in  a  publication  at  any 
time;  for  instance,  at  their  own  convenience. 
[Laughter.l 

Mr.  RidHARDSON.  Am  1  entitled  to  the 
floor? 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Illinois 
was  recognized  by  the  (jlerk. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  Mr.  Clerk,  gentlemen 
have  chosen,  by  written  interrogatories,  toinouire 
into  the  political  opinions  of  gentlemen  who  nave 
been  voted  for  upon  this  floor  in  relation  to  ques- 
tions past,  present,  and  future.  I  know  not,  %nd, 
care  not,  wnether  the  object  is  discussion  here  or 
discussion  somewhere  else.  I  hold  them  to  the 
issues  presented  to  me,  and  1  shall  endeavor  to 
answer  their  questions  as  fully,  freely,  and  fhuikly 
as  may  be  possible. 

I  now  send  to  the  Clerk's  desk  the  questions 
which  have  been  propounded  to  me,  and  I  ask 
that  the  first  of  them  may  be  read. 

The  Clerk  read  the  first  question,  as  follows: 
(lue$Hon  jrropounded  by  Mr.  Zollicopfkr  to  Mr.  Richard- 


ion. 


"  Am  I  right  in  gupposing  tlmt  the  gentleman  from  Illinois 
[Mr.  lUcuAROflON]  regurda  tlie  Kouiou-Nebrattka  bill  aa 
prunioiive  oi'the  furniattun  of  free  mateti  in  Uie  Territories 
of  Kansas  and  Ncbnuka  ?'' 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  In  reply  to  the  first 
question  of  tlie  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr. 
ZoLLicoVFER,]  1  have  to  say  I  voted  for  the  oills 
organizing  the  Territories  of  Nebraska  and  Kan- 
sas because  I  thought  them  just  to  ail,  and  I  de- 
fended that  vote  l>efore  my  constituents  upon  that 
ground.  I  intended  then,  and  I  intend  now,  that 
the  people  who  go  there,  or  who  have  gone  there, 
shall  decide  the  question  of  slavery  for  them- 
selves, and,  so  far  as  I  could,  admit  tliem  as 
States,  with  or  without  slavery,  as  the  people 
should  decide.  In  common  with  northern  and 
southern  gentlemen,  I  have  said  that,  in  my  opin- 
ion, slavery  would  never  go  there;  but  1  have 
never,  here  or  elsewhere,  urged  that  as  a  reason 
why  1  xoU^d  for  that  bill.  I  voted  for  the  bill 
because  it  was  just,  right,  and  proper,  and  wanted 
nothing  more  to  defend  myself.  I  repeat  here  an 
argument  I  have  made  over  and  over  again  before 
my  constituents,  and  it  is  this:  if  a  majority  of 
the  people  of  Kansas  or  Nebraska  are  in  favor 
of  slavery,  they  will  have  it;  if  a  majority  are 
opposed  to  it,  then  they  will  not  have  it.  Tnis  is 
the  practical  result  of  every  theory  advocated  by 
the  friends  of  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill.  I 
gave  my  sanction  to  this  principle  in  supporting 
the  territorial  bills  of  1850,  ana  have  uniformly 
supported  the  same  principles  since,  whenever 
presented  for  my  action,  ana  shall  continue  to  do 
so  in  all  future  ciises  that  may  arise.  It  is  a  prin- 
ciple lying  at  the  foundation  of  all  popular  Gov- 
ernments, that  the  people  of  each  separate  or  dis- 
tinct community  shall  decide  for  themselves  the 
nature  and  character  of  the  institutions  under 
which  they  shall  live,  and  by  this  principle  I  am 
prepared  to  live  and  die.  I  therefore  voted  for 
the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill  neitlier  as  a  pro- 
slavery  nor  anti -slavery  measure,  but  as  a  meas- 
ure of  equal  right  and  justice  to  tlie  people  of  all 
sections  of  our  common  country. 

Will  the  Clerk  now  read  tlie  next  question  ? 

The  Clerk  read  the  second  question,  as  follows: 

<*  Am  I  right  in  supposing  that  he  advocates  the  constitu- 
tionality of  tlie  Wilmot  proviso?  that  in  1850,  he  opposed 
its  application  to  the  Trmtoriea  acquired  from  Mexico  only 
upon  the  ground  that  it  was  imnrcecMrry,  inasmuch  as  the 
Mexican  local  laws  in  thoae  Teniumea  ainady  aboHihed 


sUmery,  which  ouglit  to  be  sufficient  for  all  Free-Soil  a,|J 
and  that  he  coimnitted  himself  to  th»*  po<Jtioii,  ilwu  i(u^ 
tonal  billn  (silent  upon  the  subject  of  slavery,  and  I«)Vim 
the  Mexican  law«  to  operate)  were  defeated,  be  ww^ 
vole  for  bills  with  the  Wilmot  proviso  in  itaeoi  f" 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  The  next  queaiion 
requires  a  more  extended  reply.  In  the  year  1903 
w«  acquired  Louisiana;  it  was  slave  territory 
InH89U  we  divided,  by  line  Of  3G0  30*,  that  tern- 
tory*,  north  of  the  line  was  to  be  free.  In  1845  ve 
annexed  Texas;  that  was  slave  territory;  wwli- 
vided  that  by  extending  the  Une  of  360  30'  ihroi^j 
that — north,  to  be  free.  In  1848  we  acquired  ter- 
ritory from  Mexico.  That  was  free.  I  \oH 
repeatedly  to  extend  the  same  line  west  to  the 
Pacific  ocean.  I  voted  for  that  line  with  a  few 
Representatives  from  the  North,  and  the  whole 
boay  of  southern  Representatives.  When  1  eaw 
those  votes,  I  did  not  believe  then,  nor  do  1 
believe  now,  that  I  violated  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States.  If  you  have  power,  under  tlie 
Constitution,  to  exclude  slavery  from  half  of  a 
territory,  1  think  you  have  power  to  exdade 
from  all,  thoug-h  such  an  exercise  would  be  un- 
just and  wrong.  I  have  never,  therefore,  voted 
to  exercise  that  power,  except  upon  the  principle 
of  compromise.  In  this  connection  I  desire  to  read 
from  a  speech  of  mine,  delivered  in  thia  Hall 
April  3,  1850,  and  make  a  word  or  two  of  com- 
ment upon  it: 

<<  There  ia,  I  regret  to  say,  a  wilUngneM  upon  tlie  put 
of  tlie  Democrats  of  the  North  to  tee  Um  proviM  (mm^ 
that  General  Taylor  may  be  compelled  to  thow  to  tke 
world,  and  *  the  rest  of  mankind,'  who  wna  cbeateii  in 
the  lOiit  presitlPiilial  election — whetlier  it  wai  ha  friend* 
North  or  South.  They  know  that  a  fraud  wai  pra<ii«d 
upon  the  one  or  the  oilier.  They  know  that  in  tbe  Bontk, 
General  Taylor  was  repre««!nted  aa  all  that  aajr  one  n 
favor  of  slavery  extension  could  deare— tliat  he  wu  boani 
to  southern  institutions  by  two  hundred  bonds.  At  tbe 
North,  it  was  said  that  he  wa^  for  cotifinin)(slave(>'toit( 
present  limits.  One  or  tlie  other  was  cheated.  But  I  sab- 
init  to  my  northern  friends,  if  the  peace  and  harmoDy  of 
twenty  millions  of  people,  and  the  perpetuity  of  oor  fre« 
inoUtutiond,  in  not  of  more  importance  than  tbe  eipmuit 
of  tlii-  bad  faith  U|)on  tlie  part  of  an  AdminitOratiou  tlm, 
if  let  alone,  will  fall  by  its  own  weight?  The  puWic  ?«« 
everywiiere  indicates  its  certein  and  inenuible  om- 
llirow. 

''In  times  na-'t  our  policy  sooner  or  later  ha»  prevailed, 
and  we  should  stand  Urmy  however  dark  the  hour,  eaeoai- 
ajted  by  former  success.  We  should  not  be  driven  freo 
our  positions  bccaii»e  our  opponents  have  to  come  to  tben 
for  safety.  I  might  ask  tlieni  if  they  are  to  be  driven  from 
their  firm  and  «>tcm  oppoc^ition  to  a  United  States  bank. 
because  those  who  once  thouj^t  that  certain  ruin  would 
lay  waste  the  land  onless  such  an  institution  ww  iicor- 
porated,  have  changed  their  opimons,  and  stand  wilb  oi  ii 
opposition  f  Are  they  willing  to  he  driven  in  opfM*«iti«» 
to  tlie  independent  irea.^ur>',  because  those  wbo  ooce  op- 
posed now  support  it.'  Are  yon  to  be  driven  from  all  the 
past,  now  triumphantly  vindicated,  because  opposition  bu 
ceased  ?  We  sliould  stand  firm  in  the  support  of  nglt. 
truth,  tlio  ConKlitution  of  our  couiitr)',  no  maucr  who  shall 
come  to  their  support,  or  d<*sen ;  stand  by  them  to  the  lart, 
and  if  they  1^11  let  us  perish  with  them.  We  sbouM  item 
aorvive  the  existence  of  this  Government. 

"  There  is  one  thing  that  I  wish,  in  this  connection,  Mr. 
Chairman,  to  say  to  the  giuitleuien  from  the  South,  and 
the  northern  Whip*:  if  the  bill  for  territorial  jtovcrament*, 
silent  Ufion  the  subject  of  slavery,  shall  be  defeated,  tbct 
I  am  for  bills  witii  the  Wilmot  proviM,  in  onler  to  five 
governments  to  the'  people  in  tiie  Territories;  and  lepa* 
for  four  of  my  colleague*,  awmred  that  tliey  will  ftel  con- 
strained to  pursue  a  like  course.  And  if  General  Tiylsf 
hImII  approve  the  proviso,  tlien  it  will  have  passed;  am  ^ 
is  for  them  to  determine  what  shall  or  shall  not  be  dose, 
and  let  tlie  rcsponsibiUt>'  rest  witli  tlieui." 

I  take  tliis  occasion  to  say,  that  the  sentiment 
last  quoted,  uttered  in  a  moment  of  excitement, 
I,  upon  reflection,  repudiate  as  unjust  and  im- 
proper. I  thank  the  gentlemtin  that  he  has 
aiTorded  me  the  opportunity  to  give  this  pubuc 
expression  of  my  disapproval  of  that  statement. 
I  uniformly  voted  agamst  placing  the  Wilmot 
proviso  in  any  territorial  bill.  I  voted  against  it, 
because  I  beheved  it  to  be  unjust  to  the  people  of 
a  portion  of  this  Union. 

The  Clerk  then  read  the  third  interrogatory, 
as  follows: 

«<Am  I  right  In  supposing  that  his  theory  is,  that JW 
t.'onsUtution  of  the  United  States  does  not  carry  slavery 
to,  and  protect  it  in,  the  Territories  of  the  United  8tit«- 
That  in  the  territory  acquired  fhmi  Mexico  and  Franee, 
(including  Kansas  and  Nebraska,)  the  Missouri  restncboj 
was  iieoet«8ary  to  make  the  territory  fn^e,  becau.se  fWJ^^ 
existed  tlierc  under  France  at  the  time  of  the  acqui«t>^« 
hut  tlial  t)\e  Kansas  and  Nebraska  bill,  which  repm*^ 
teatriction,  but  neither  lesislates  slavery  into  tliose  Tern- 
toiles  nor  oxcludea  it  therefrom,  in  his  opinion,  1^8^ 
those  Territories  without  eitlier  local  or  con.«titutional  !«»• 
nroiectine  slavery ;  and  that  tlierelbre  the  Kansas  ^»J*^ 
bnaka  bill  promotes  the  formation  of  slave  States  la  i^an- 
■as and  Nebraska?" 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  The  Constitution  doe« 
not,  in  my  opinion,  carry  the  institutions  o£,"jy 
of  the  States  into  the  Territories;  butitafforoi 
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the  same  protection  there  to  the  institutions  of 
«>ne  Slate  as  of  another.  The  citizen  of  Vir- 
ginia is  as  much  entitled,  in  the  common  terri- 
tory, to  the  protection  of  his  property,  under  the 
Constitution,  as  the  citizen  of  Illinois;  but  both 
Are  dependent  upon  the  legislation  of  the  terri- 
torial government  for  laws  to  protect  their  prop- 
erty, of  whatever  kind  it  may  be.  Thus,  it  will 
be  seen,  that  thoujgh  there  may  be  upon  this 
j)oint  a  difference  theoretically — involving  ques- 
tions for  judicial  decision — yet  there  is  none, 
practically,  among  the  friends  of  non-interven- 
tion by  (Jongress,  as  the  practical  result  is  to 
place  the  decision  of  the  questions  in  the  hands 
of  those  who  are  most  deeply  interested  in  its 
solution,  namely,  the  people  of  the  Territory, 
"who  have  made  it  their  home,  and  whose  inter- 
ests are  the  most  deeply  involved  in  the  charac- 
ter of  the  institutions  under  which  they  are  to 
live.  If  this  great  principle  of  non-intervention 
and  self-government  is  wrong,  then,  indeed,  the 
American  Revolution  was  fought  in  vain,  and  it 
is  time  we  cease 'to  venerate  the  memory  of  the 
patriotic  dead,  who  purchased  with  their  for- 
tunes and  blood  the  free  institutions  of  the  sev- 
eral separate,  independent,  and  coequal  States, 
forming  the  Union  under  which  we  have  so 
prosperously  and  happily  grown  to  be  so  great. 

Mr.  ZOLjLI<X)FFER.  I  ask  the  indulgence 
of  the  House  to  state  the  reasons  why  1  pro- 
pounded those  questions  to  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  submit  this  point  of 
order  to  the  gentleman:  I  would  like  to  have 
those  questions  propounded  to  the  different  can- 
didates in  order — one  at  a  time — ^before  we  are 
troubled  or  embarrassed  with  any  other  ques- 
tions. I  hope  all  the  ccmdidates  will  answer  this 
series  first,  rtnd  before  going  to  new  matter. 

Mr/  ZOLLICOFFER.  Inasmuch  as  it  seems 
to  give  satisfaction  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  House 
that  these  questions  shotJd  be  put  to  each  of  the 

Fintlemen  who  have  been  voted  for  for  Speaker, 
certainly  have  no  objection  to  that  course,  inas- 
much as  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Rich- 
ardson,] to  whom  I  propounded  the  questions, 
has  already  answered. 

Mr.  RtrST.  I  want  to  appeal  to  the  gentle- 
man's sense  of  fairness,  to  know  whether  he 
wants  to  consume  the  time  of  the  House  in  rais'ng 
new  questions,  and  thereby  prevent  the  other  can- 
didates from  answering  ? 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER.  I  had  wished  to  put  these 
interrogatories  to  the  gentleman  from  Illinois, 
[Mr.  Richardson,]  and  then,  if  gentlemen  desire 
It,  they  may  put  the  same  questions  to  other 
members  who  nave  been  voted  for  as  Speaker.  I 
see  no  impropriety  in  that.  It  seems  to  be  right 
and  just  that  I  should  be  permitted  now  to  state 
the  reason  why  I  put  these  interrogatories. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN,  (interruoting.)  I  make 
this  point  of  order,  and  the  Clerk  must  decide  it, 
that  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Zolli- 
copferJis  not  entitled  to  occupy  the  floor  at  this 
time.  \Ve  are  now  acting  under  a  resolution 
of  the  House  requiring  candidates  for  office — 
meaning,  of  course,  as  we  all  understand,  for 
the  speakership — to  answer  interrogatories  pro- 
pounded by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  and 
now  answered  by  the  gentleman  from  Illinois, 
[Mr.  Richardson.]  I  make  the  point  that  it  is 
not  in  order  for  the  gentleman  to  go  into  debate 
here  imtil  we  shall  have  got  through  with  this 
proceeding  in  which  we  are  engaged;  which  is, 
that  all  the  candidates  for  speakership  shall  an- 
swer these  interrogatories.  I  wish  to  have  this 
point  decided. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  suggest  that 
every  candidate  should  answer  all  the  questions 
propounded  befbre  they  are  submitted  to  another 
candidate.  The  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr. 
Richardson]  has  answered  only  a  portion  of  the 
interrogatories  put  to  him;  and  I  therefore  suggest 
that  each  candidate  shall  answer  all  the  interrog- 
atories. 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER.  Am  I  enUtled,  Mr. 
Clerk,  to  make  this  single  remark? 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  object,  sir,  to  all  debate 
until  the  Clerk  shall  have  decided  the  point  of 
order  raised. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON,  [to  Mr.  Washburn,  of 
Maine.]  I  would  state  to  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  that  I  have  answered  afi  the  questions 
submitted  to  me. 


Mr.   WASHBURN.     I  understand  that  the 
ffentleman  from  Tennessee  {Mr.  Zollicoffer] 


gentle- 
man from  Maine  [Mr.  Washburn]  is  not  in 
order. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  must  state  that  the 
gentleman  from  Maine  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  I  suggest  that  the  in- 
terrogatories which  have  just  been  answered  by 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Richardson] 
be  read  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
Fuller,]  and  answered  by  him  before  we  proceed 
to  any  otner  business. 

A  Member  suggested  the  name  of  Mr.  Banks. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  Yes;  let  them  first  be 
read,  and  submitted  to  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr.  Banks.] 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER.  I  ask,  Mr.  Clerk, 
whether  or  not  I  am  entitled  to  the  floor? 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  would  state  to  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Zollic offer] 
and  to  the  House,  that  he  conceives  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  to  be  in  order,  as  he  is  pro- 
posing to  speak  to  what  is  substantially  a  new 
proposition;  and  therefore,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Clerk,  he  has  a  right  to  the  floor.  But  the  Clerk 
would  remind  the  gentleman  that  his  time  has 
very  nearly  expired. 

Mr.  Z0LLIC50FFER.  Then  I  trust  that  gen- 
tlemen will  not  interrupt  me.  I  am  willing  to 
content  myself  with  merely  sendins:  to  the  Clerk's 
desk,  ana  having  read,  the  recora  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ilhnois  [Mr.  Richardson]  on  which 
the  questions  I  propounded  to  him  were  predi- 
cated. 

A  Member.    Have  it  printed  in  your  speech. 

Mr.  CRAIGE.     I  object  to  any  pnnted  speech . 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  renew  my  objection.  I 
am  perfectly  willing  that  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee may  make  his  commentaries  on  the  speech 
of  the  gentleman  from  Illtoois,  after  all  the  other 
candidates  have  answered  the  interrogatories,  but 
not  till  then. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  will  submit  the 
question  to  the  House. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  submit  to  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  to  decline  for  the  present  making  any 
commentary  on  the  answers  of  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois,  until  the  other  candidates  for  the 
speakership  have  answered  them  also. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  wish  to  say 
this [Loud  cries  of  * •  Order ! '  *] 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER.  I  am  a  very  deferen- 
tial man,  Mr.  Clerk;  I  am  disposed  to  be  courte- 
ous, fair,  and  entirely  satisfactory  to  the  House. 
I  am,  therefore,  willing  to  defer  for  the  present 
what  I  wished  to  say,  if  gentlemen  so  wish. 
[Cries  of  **  That  is  right!"]  I  would  state,  for 
the  further  satisfaction  of  the  House,  that  I  was 
merely  desirous  of  showing  that  I  had  put  no  idle 
interrogatory 

Mr.  CLINGMAN,  (interrupting.)  .  I  desire 
the  Clerk  to  decide  the  point  or  order  submitted 
by  me. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  will  submit  the 
question  to  the  House. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Then  I  object  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  proceeding  until  the  point 
of  order  shall  have  been  decided. 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER,  [to  Mr.  Clinoman.] 
The  Clerk  has  decided  the  point  of  order,  sir. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.    No,  sir,  he  has  not. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  [Mr.  Clingman]  raises  a  new  point  of 
order,  which  the  Clerk  submits  to  the  House. 
The  question  is,  whether  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  is  in  order  in  addressing  the  House? 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER,  (interrupting.)  I  shall 
content  myself  by  merely  stating  the  chapter  and 
page  of  the  Appendix  to  the  Co^ngressional  Globe 
from  which 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  object,  Mr.  Clerk,  to  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  proceeding  in  this  way 
until  the  point  of  order  shall  have  been  decided. 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER.     I  repeat  that  I 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see will  come  to  order.  [Loud  cries  of  •*  Order ! " 
"Order!**  and  much  confusion  throughout  the 
Hall.] 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  wish  to  have  this  ques- 
tion decided. 

The  CLERK.   The  Clerk  submits  the  question 


to  the  House  whether  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee is  in  order? 

The  question  was  taken. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  that  the  ayes 
have  it. 

Several  Members.    Tellers  on  that  question. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Ilhnois.  Will  the 
Clerk  please  state  the  question  that  the  House  is 
to  decide?  There  is  so  much  confusion  in  the 
Hall  that  we  over  here  cannot  understand  the 
question.         ^ 

The  CLERK.  The  question  is,  whether  the 
^ntleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.ZoLLicoFFER]  is 
m  order. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  desire,  before  I  vote,  to 
know  what  the  question  is  before  the  House,  on 
which  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  claims  the 
floor? 

The  CLERK.  The  propositions  put  by  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  to  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  are  now  before  the  House. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  do  not  understand  that 
there  is  any  question  pending  before  the  House. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.    Certainly  not.^ 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  As  I  understand  the  ques- 
tion, the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  availing 
himself  yesterday  of  the  courtesy  of  the  House, 
made  a  ten-minute  speech,  and  propounded  cer- 
tain questions  to  the  gentleman  from  Illinois.  The 
gentleman  from  Ilhnois,  this  morning,  by  unani- 
mous courtesy  of  the  House,  made  responses  to 
those  questions.  I  do  not  understand  that  there 
is  now  any  pending  question  before  the  House, 
on  which  any  gentleman  «m  have  the  floor. 

A  Member.    There  is  a  question  of  order. 

Mr.  HUMPHREY  MARSHALL.  I  under- 
stood that  in  the  answers  to  the  interrogatories 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  ne  had 
made  some  remarks  which  called  out  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  in  a  personal  explanation  of 
his  course 

Mr.  McMULLIN,  (interrupting.)  The  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  did  not  put  it  on  that 
ground. 

Several  Members.    Yes,  he  did. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  think  he  did  put  it  on 
that  ground. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN,  (interrupting^  As  I  un- 
derstand that  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  is 
willing  to  postpone  his  question  until  all  the  can- 
didates have  answered  the  interrogatories,  as 
answered  by  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  I  with- 
draw my  point  of  order.    That  is  all  that  I  want. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  [Mr.  Clingman]  withdraws  his  point 
of  order;  but  the  Clerk  would  remind  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee,  and  the  House,  that  an- 
other point  of  order  has  been  raised 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER,  (interrupting.)  Well, 
sir,  when  interrupted  by  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Clingman,]  I  had  proposed 
to  make  no  running  commentary  on  the  answers 
of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois.  I  ask  no  advant- 
age. I  am  willing  to  postpone  my  commentaries 
till  another  time.  But  I  desire  merely  to  show 
that  the  interrogatories  which  I  propounded  to 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois  were  not  idle  or  im- 
pertinent, but  were  based  upon  the  record.  I  now 
merely  want  to  cite  that  record,  and  I  was  in  the 
act  of  doing  so  when  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  interrupted  me.  It  is  to  be  found  in  the 
Appendix  to  the  Congressional  Globe  for  1854. 
[Loud  cries  of"  Read  it!**] 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  object  to  the  gentleman 
making  any  citation. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Alabama.  Oh,  let  it  go  out. 
Who's  afraid  of  it  ?     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  RICHARDSON,  [to  Mr.  Zollicoffer.] 
That  is  the  same  speech  that  I  read  from. 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER.  Now  I  am  willing  that 
the  same  questions  as  answered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois,  shall  be  propounded  to  the  other 
gentlemen  who  are  candidates  for  the  speakership. 

The  CLERK,  [to  Mr.  Stephens.!  Does  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  insist  on  his  point  of 
order  ? 

Mr.  STEPHENS.    I  do. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia 
[Mr.  Stephens]  raises  the  question  that  there  is 
no  question  before  the  House.  It  would  be  well, 
therefore,  before  the  proceedings  s;o  any  further, 
that  the  series  of  questions  should  be  formally 
ordered  to  be  put  to  the  other  gentlemen. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.    I  insist  upon  my  point  of 
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order.  Call  the  roll,  and  if  genUemen  wiah  to 
speak,  they  can  do  so  by  the  courtesy  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  BOYCK.  I  move  that  we  now  hear  the 
other  candidates. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  If  necessary  to  bring  the 
matter  regularly  before  the  House,  I  will  move 
to  amend  the  ten-minute  rule,  by  striking  out  ten 
and  <mbstituting  twelve  minutes. 

The  CliERK.  Sucli  a  motion  would  bring  the 
matter  properly  before  the  House. 

Mr.  JOrsES,  of  Tennessee.  I  do  not  under- 
stand the  resolution  adopted  yesterday  by  this 
House  as  being  an  order  that  each  candidate  for 
the  speakersiiip  shall  answer  the  interrogatories. 
If  the  other  candidates  of  tlie  respective  parties 
are  in  the  House,  and  desire  or  are  willing  to 
answer,  I  presume  the  House  will  hear  Uiem. 
But  if  they  are  unwilling  to  answer,  it  is  not 
within  tlie  province  of  the  House  to  call  on  them 
for  a  response.  I  understand  that  the  two  other 
candidates  for  Sneaker-^the  Know  Nothing  or 
American  candiuate,  and  the  Republican  candi- 
date— were  both  furnished  with  copies  of  the  in- 
terrogatories propounded  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  [Mr.  Zollicoffer]  to  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois,  [Mr.  IIicuardson.]  Now,  if  they 
are  ready  to  respond ,  I  presume  the  House  will 
hear  them;  but  if  they  prefer  not  to  answer,  there 
is  no  power  here  to  coerce  them. 

Mr.  BARKSDALE.  I  move  now  that  the 
questions  propounded  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Botce,]  some  time  since,  be 
produced,  and  that  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts [Mr.  Banks]  be  requested  to  answer 
them. 

Several  Members.  Oh,  no !  and  cries  of  **0r- 
der!" 

Mr.  BARKSDALE.  Well,  I  move  that  he 
be  invited  to  answer.  [Cries  of  dissent,  and  con- 
fusion.] 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.    I  would  sug- 

fest  that  none  of  the  other  candidates  answer. 
t  is  not  fair  to  call  upon  them  to  answer  until 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois  has  answered  all  the 
questions  which  have  been  propounded  to  him. 
The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Binobah]  has 
propounded  several  questions  which  he  has  not 
answered.     [Cries  of  **  Order !"] 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  am  very  glad  the  genUe- 
man  from  Maine  has  become  in  favor  of  candi- 
dates answering  questions.  I  thought,  yester- 
day, he  was  opposed  to  all  answering.  [Cries 
of  **  Order!"  and  conftision.] 

Mr.  BARKSDALE.  I  am  enUtled  to  the 
floor. 

The  CLERK.  It  is  impossible  to  proceed,  un- 
less gentlemen  take  their  seats  and  preserve  or- 
der. 

Mr.  McMULLIN-  I  am  entitled  to  the  floor. 
[Cries  of  **  Order!"  and  confusion.] 

The  CLERK.     The  Clerk  again  appeals  to 

fentlemen  to  take  their  seats  and  preserve  order, 
le  did  recognize  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  McMuLLiN,]  supposing  the  gentleman  from 
Mississippi  had  taken  liis  seat. 

Mr.  BARKSDALE.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  yield 
the  floor. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  understood  the  gentle- 
man from  Mississippi  to  take  his  seat,  ana  I  rose 
and  addressed  the  Clerk,  and  was  recognized  by 
him.     I  insist  that  I  am  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  BANKS  rose. 

Mr.  KEITT.  1  would  suggest  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  and  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
sissippi, that  both  of  them  yield  the  floor,  and 
allow  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Banks]  to  speak.  I  understand  he  is  ready  to 
respond  to  the  interrogatories  put  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Zollicoffer.j 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  think  I  am  clearly  en- 
titled to  the  floor,  but  I  will  give  way  in  favor  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  if  he  desires 
to  address  the  House. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  do  not  wish  to  take  tlie  floor 
from  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  or  any  one, 
for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  understand  that  the  same 

auestions  that  have  been  answered  bv  the  gen- 
eman  from  Illinois  have  been  funiisned  to  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  and  also  to  the 
g».ntleman  from  Pennsylvania;  and  that  those  gen- 
tlemen are  ready  to  answer.  I  yield  the  floor  for 
that  purpose. 


Mr.  BANKS.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  voted  for  the  res- 
olution presented  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  [IVlr.  Zollicoffer]  yesterday 
with  pleasure.  It  embodies  a  principle  which  1 
think  soimd.  As  understood  by  me,  when  re- 
ported at  the  Clerk's  desk,  it  was  nothing  more 
nor  less  than  simply  this:  that  any  gentleman 
who  votes  for  a  canaidate  for  any  omce  ought  to 
know  the  opinions  of  that  candidate.  I  recognize 
the  right  of  every  gentleman  in  this  House  who 
has  been  voting  for  Speaker  during  this  protracted 
contest,  to  ascertain  the  opinions  of  any  man  for 
whom  he  casts  his  vote.  Sir,  I  should  claim  it 
as  my  right  to  know  the  opinions  of  my  candi- 
date to  such  an  extent  as  should  be  satisfactory 
to  myself,  at  least. 

But,  sir,  as  a  member  of  the  House,  I  have 
other  rights.  I  oflcr  myself  as  a  candidate  for  no 
office;  Isolicit  no  man  s  suffrage;  and  I  am  not, 
therefore,  called  upon  as  a  candidate  to  solve  such 
difficulties  as  gentlemen  supporting  other  per- 
sons may  find  m  the  existing  condition  of  public 
affairs.  Those  who  have  honored  me  by  their 
confidence  and  votes  are  themselves  responsible 
for  the  course  they  have  chosen,  and,  1  doubt 
not,  they  are  able  to  meet  that  responsibility.  It 
is  not  for  me  to  provide  for  their  defense.  I  can 
only  say,  as  Othello  said  of  his  wife,  they  **  had 
eyes,  and  chose  me." 

I  have  convictions— convictions  of  duty,  con- 
victions of  principle— upon  the  great  matters  in 
which  the  country  is  interested;  and,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House,  representing  a  district  in  the 
Common  weal  til  of  Massachusetts,  I  have  no  hesi- 
tation in  responding  to  any  of  the  inquiries  pro- 
poimded  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee to  ine  honorable  genUoman  from  Illinois. 
I  ask  the  Clerk  to  read  the  first  quesion. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 


"  Am  I  riglit  in  supposing  that  the  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois rojjards  the  Kan^^s-Ntibrodka  bill  a;,  promotive  of  the 
formatfon  of  free  States  in  the  Territories  of  Kansas  and 
Nebraska.'" 

Mr.  BANKS.  It  will  be  understood,  of  course, 
that  the  phraseology  of  this  inquiry  applies  rather 
to  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Richard- 
son] tlian  to  myself.  I  answer,  distinctly,  that 
1  do  not  reeard  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill  as  pro- 
motive of  the  formation  of  free  States,  inasmuch 
as  it  repeals  the  prohibition  of  the  institution  of 
slavery  over  the  section  of  country  to  which  that 
statute  applies.  I  think  it  does  not  tend  to  the 
formation  of  free  States.    That  is  my  answer. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

**  Am  I  right  in  supposing  he  advocates  the  constitation- 
nlity  of  the  VVilmot  proviso;  that  in  1850  be  opposed  its 
application  to  the  territorioH  acqturcd  from  Mexico,  only 
upon  the  ground  tlmt  it  was  luiueccr^dary,  inasmuch  as  the 
Mexican  local  laws  in  those  tenifHric^  already  abolished 
slavery — whiHi  ought  to  be  sulftcicnt  for  all  Free-Soil 
men;  and  that  be  committed  himself  to  the  position,  that 
if  territorial  bills  (silent  upon  the  f!ubject  of  slavery,  and 
leaving  tlic  Mexican  law  to  operate)  were  defeated,  he 
would  vote  for  bills  with  the  Wilmot  proviso  in  thorn  ?*' 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  could  give  a  general  answer 
in  the  affirmative  to  that  interrogatory.  I  believe 
in  the  constitutionality  of  that  act  which  is  known 
and  generally  understood  as  the  "Wilmot  proviso. 
I  beheve  that  it  is  within  the  power  of  Uon^rcss 
to  prohibit  the  institution  of  slaVery  in  aTerntory 
belonging  to  the  United  States.  Whether  I  would 
advocate  the  passage  of  such  an  act  in  regard  to 
a  territory  where  it  was  clearly  unnecessary, 
where  by  local,  pn^existing  laws  it  had  been 
prohibited,  or,  in  other  words,  whether  I  would 
advocate  a  double  inhibition,  I  have  only  to  say, 
that,  if  a  doubt  existed  as  to  its  exclusion  by  valid 
municipal  law,  I  should  sustain  an  act  which  em- 
bodied the  prohibition  known  as  the  Wilmot  or 
Jefferson  proviso.  In  regard  to  the  measures  of 
1850, 1  can  only  say,  that,  being  called  upon  here 
or  elsewhere,  I  should  have  voted  for  the  prohib- 
ition in  the  territories  covered  by  those  measures, 
if  I  had  entertcuned  a  doubt  as  to  the  exclusion 
of  slavery  by  existing  municipal  law.  That  is 
my  answer. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

"  Am  I  right  in  supposing  that  his  theory  is,  that  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  does  not  carry  slavcrv  to, 
and  protect  it  in,  the  Territories  of  the  United  States  r" 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  carries  the  institution 
of  slavery  to  the  Territories  of  the  United  States. 
My  understanding  is  based  on  the  declaration  of 
Mr.  Webster,  that  even  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  itself  does  not  go  to  the  Territories 


until  it  is  carried  there  by  an  act  of  Congress, 
Standing  on  the  principle  of  the  English  law 
governing  the  same  interests,  I  do  not  believe 
tnat  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  carries 
to  any  Territory  of  the  United  States  any  right 
to  hold  slaves  there. 

In  order,  sir,  that  my  answer  should  be  fhU 
and  satisfactory,  I  ou^ht,  perhaps,  to  put  the 
negative  of  the  proposition  of  the  distinguished 
gentleman  who  leoas  the  Government  party  on 
Uiis  floor,  and  in  this  crisis.  I  recognize  the  nght, 
sir,  to  protection  of  property  on  the  part  of  the 
South,  as  well  as  on  the  part  of  the  North,  in  the 
Territories  of  the  United  States;  and  when  I  speak 
of  property  I  mean  that  M^hich  is  considered 
property  by  universal  law;  I  do  not  mean  that 
which  is  property  only  because  it  is  held  aa  such 
under  the  laws  of  a  particular  State,  and  which 
loses  its  character  ofj)roperty  so  soon  as  it  extends 
beyond  the  limits  or  that  State,  except  under  cer- 
tain reservations  covered  by  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States.  Wlien  I  speak  of  property,  I 
do  not  refer  to  that  species,  I  describe  that  which 
is  recognized  as  property  by  universal  laws  of 
men,  and  not  that  which  is  property  only  when 
it  is  made  such  by  local  laws  of^  limited  sections 
of  the  country.  I  have  no  disposition  to  disturb 
its  existence — no  purpose  to  diminisji  or  increase 
it  there.  I  will  acknowledge  all  its  rights  there, 
accepting  for  that  purpose  3ve  charts  established 
by  southern  statesmen;  but  I  deny  that  it  is  such 
property  as,  independent  of  local  law  or  congres- 
sional enactment,  is  protected  by  the  Constitution 
in  the  Territories  of  the  Unitea  States. 

I  have  nothing  fUrther  to  say  on  this  very  nice 
and  delicate  question.  I  believe  that  the  Constitu- 
tion of  theUmted  States  was  intended  to  do  justice 
to  all  sections  of  the  country — to  the  South  equally 
with  the  North.  I  am  for  that  to-day;  and  I  adopt 
the  language  of  my  friend,  [Mr.  Hichardsok,! 
who  has  always  treated  me  with  distinguished 
courtesy  in  all  discussions  on  this  subject,  that 
we  should  do  justice  to  the  South  as  well  as  to 
the  North.  In  no  speech  or  declaration  that  has 
fallen  from  my  lips,  so  far  as  I  can  remember  it, 
have  I  ever  expressed  a  different  sentiment;  but, 
sir,  I  cannot  shut  out  from  my  memory  the  great 
fact  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  is 
an  instrument  of  freedom,  contemplated  as  such 
by  its  framers,  and  interpreted  as  such  by  all  men 
of  the  Soutli  and  the  North  until  within  the  last 
few  years.  It  is  a  chart  of  freedom,  established 
to  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and 
our  posterity,  giving  hberty  to  the  States  to  do 
what  they  snail  tliink  to  be  proper  within  their 
own  localities,  under  such  circumstances  as  to 
them  shall  seem  to  be  ri^ht  and  just,  but  claim- 
ing no  right  and  conceding  no  right  to  them  to 
carry  their  own  peculiar  institutions  beyond  the 
limitations  conferred  by  the  doctrine  of  the  sover- 
eignty of  States. 

No,  sir!  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
is  an  instrument,  not  of  immediate,  but  of  ultimate 
and  universfld  freedom.  It  was  so  contemplated 
by  the  great  men  who  framed  it;  and  the  world 
has  so  regarded  it.  The  national  fla^,  that  is  its 
symbol,  that  makes  the  land  over  which  it  floats, 
in  whatever  quarter  of  the  globe,  so  long  as  it 
covers  an  American  citizen,  .American  territory, 
is  the  banner  of  ultimate  and  universal  liberty — 
its  white  and  red  folds  symbols  of  Revolution- 
ary trials,  of  the  crests  of  victory,  and  the  blood 
of  sacrifice.  May  its  starry  union  forever  stand 
as  lustrous  and  imperishable  as  the  golden  flres 
of  God's  firmament!  [Great  applause.]  Thatii 
my  answer  to  that  question. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

<<  That  in  the  territory  acquired  from  Mexico  and  France 
(including  Kansas  and  Nebraska)  the  Mi!>»ouri  restrictian 
was  necessary  to  make  the  territory  free,  bocaase  flavery 
exisc<*.d  there  tinder  France  at  the  time  of  the  acquisitioD, 
but  ttiat  tlie  Kansas  and  Nebraska  bill,  which  repeals  that 
reBtrictioD,  but  neither  legislates  slavery  into  those  Teniio- 
ries  nor  excludes  it  thermom,  in  hij)  opinion,  leaves  those 
Territories  without  either  local  or  constimtional  law  pn>- 
tecting  slavery;  snd  that  therefwe  the  Kansas  and  Nebraska 
bill  promotes  the  formation  of  slave  States  in  Kansas  and 
Nebraska  ?»» 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  did  not  sec  that  question, 
Mr.  Clerk,  until  it  was  brought  to  me  by  a  page 
from  the  desk.  It  is  but  a  repetition  of  the  first 
interrogatory,  with  the  addition  of  a  statement  of 
fact.  In  recard  to  that  statement,  I  will  say  that 
it  is  doubted  whether  the  institution  of  slavery 
existed  in  these  Territories  at  the  time  they 
were  acquured.    Without  going  into  the  question 
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whether  France,  by  the  decree  of  1794,  abolished 
it  there,  I  will  say  that,  if  it  were  necessary  that 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  should  interdict 
it  in  those  Territories  in  order  to  make  them  free, 
I  think  that  Congress  was  right  in  doinff  it.  If  it 
were  necessary,  in  order  to  give  to  the  South  the 
right  to  carry  slavery  there,  that  the  interdict  of 
1820  should  be  removed,  I  think  that  the  Con- 
gress of  1853  was  wrong  in  making  that  repeal; 
and  I  cannot,  sir,  but  say,  with  the  light  that  has 
come  to  me  upon  this  question,  that  the*intcrdict 
of  1^0  forbade  and  abolished  slavery,  if  it  ex- 
isted there;  that  the  repeal  of  that  prohibition  in 
1853,  inasmuch  as  it  allowed  slavery  to  go  there 
under  certain  possible  circumstances,  was  an  act 
not  promotive  of  the  formation  of  free  States. 
That,  sir,  is  my  answer  to  that  question. 

Mr.  BARKSDALE.  I  wish  to  put  some  intcr- 
roCTitories  to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  appeal  to  the  gentleman  from 
Mississippi  to  -withnold  his  questions  for  the  pres- 
ent, until  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has 
answered  the  questions,  and  then  he  can  pro- 
pound them. 

Mr.  RA.RKSDALE.  With  the  understanding 
that  these  questions  are  to  be  asked  as  soon  as  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  answered  the 
interroratories  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
I  yiela  the  floor  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, but  I  give  notice  that  I  shall  claim  it  again 
when  he  has  done. 

Mr.  FULLER,  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Clerk, 
I  voted  for  the  resolution  offered  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Zollic offer]  yester- 
day, because  1  cordially  approve  of  the  principle 
embodied  in  that  resolution.  Early  in  the  ses- 
eion  I  felt  it  a  duty,  in  justice  to  myself  and  to 
those  w^ith  whom  I  had  been  acting,  to  declare  the 
opinions  I  entertained  and  the  course  of  action  1 
should  pursue  upon  certain  questions  of  public 
policy.  I  desire  to  say  now,  sir,  what  I  believe 
is  known  to  the  majority — if  not  to  all — of  those 
who  have  honored  me  with  their  confidence,  that 
rhave  been  ready  at  any  and  all  times  to  with- 
draw my  name  from  this  protracted  canvass.  I 
have  felt  uil*j|Hng  to  stand,  or  to  appear  to  stand, 
in  the  way  iffany  fair  or^nization  of  this  body. 

In  answer  to  the  specific  interroratories  here 
presented,  I  say  that  I  do  not  regard  the  Kansas 
and  Nebraska  oill  as  promotive  of  the  formation 
of  free  Stat<;;8;  and  1  will  further  say,  sir,  that  I 
do  not  believe  that  it  is  promotive  of  the  form- 
ation of  slave  States.  [Cries  of  **  Good !  '*]  The 
second  interrogatory  relates  to  the  constitution- 
ality of  the  "Wumot  proviso.  I  wa»not  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Congress  of  1850,  and  have  never  been 
called  upon  to  affirm  or  deny  the  constitutionality 
of  the  Wilinot  proviso. 

I  have  never  assumed  the  position,  that  **  if 
t'»rritorial  bills  (silent  upon  the  subject  of  slavery, 
ard  leaving  the  Mexican  laws  to  operate)  were 
dffoated,  he  (I]  would  vote  for  a  bill  with  the 
Wilmot  proviso  in  it."  That  question  relates  to 
the  legislative  action  of  the  distinguished  ffen- 
tleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Richardson.]    Mv 

folitiral  existence  commenced  since  that  flood. 
Laughter.]  1  was  not  a  member  of  that  Con- 
gress, and  having  never  taken  any  public  posi- 
tion upon  that  subject  heretofore,  I  am  willing, 
in  ^frankness  and  candor,  to  do  so  now;  and 
I  do  so  with  great  deference  and  res|)ect  for 
those  distinguished  men  who,  in  times  past,  have 
entertained  and  expressed  different  opinions. 
Public  history  informs  us  that  slavery  existed  be- 
fore the  Constitution,  and,  in  my  juagment,  now 
exists  independent  of  the  Constitution.  When 
the  people  of  the  confederated  States  met,  by 
their  representatives  in  convention,  to  form  that 
Constitution,  slavery  existed  in  all  but  one  of 
the  States  of  the  Confederacy.  The  people, 
through  their  representatives,  having  an  existing 
and  acknowledged  right  to  hold  slaves,  conceded 
this — the  right  to  proliibit  importation — after  the 
year  1808.  They  made  no  cession,  so  far  as  re- 
garded the  existence  of  domestic  slavery.  They 
claimed — and  it  was  granted — the  ri^htof  reclam- 
tiioa  in  case  of  escape.    They  claimed — and  it 
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was  granted — the  right  of  representation  as  an 
element  of  political  power.  And  I  hold,  in  the 
absence  of  express  authority,  that  Congress  has 
no  constitutional  right  to  legislate  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery.  [Applause.]  I  hold  that  the 
Territories  are  the  common  property  of  all  the 
States,  and  tliat  the  people  of  all  the  States  have 
a  common  right  to  enter  upon  and  occupy  those 
Territories,  and  they  are  protected  in  that  occu- 
pation by  the  flag  of  our  common  country;  that 
Confess  has  no  constitutional  power  either  to 
legislate  slavery  into,  or  exclude  it  from,  a  Ter- 
ritory. Neither  has  the  Territorial  Legislature, 
in  my  judgment,  any  right  to  legislate  upon  that 
subject,  except  so  far  as  it  may  be  necessary  to 
protect  the  citizens  of  the  Territory  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  their  property,  and  that  in  pursuance  of 
its  organic  law,  as  established  by  congressional 
legislation.  When  the  citizens  of  the  Territory 
shall  apply  for  admission  into  the  Union,  they 
may  determine  for  themselves  tlie  character  of 
their  institutions,  (by  their  State  constitution;) 
and  it  ifc  their  right  then  to  declare  whether  they 
will  tolerate  slavery  or  not,  and,  thus  fairly  de- 
ciding for  themselves,  should  be  admitted  into 
the  Union  as  States  ^vithout  reference  to  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery.  The  Constitution  was  formed  by 
the  people  of  the  States  for  purposes  of  mutual 
advantage  and  protection.  The  States  are  sover- 
eignties, limited  only  so  far  as  they  have  surren- 
dered their  powers  to  the  General  Government. 
The  Grenerai  Government,  thus  created  and  lim- 
ited, acts  with  certain  positive,  defined,  and  clearly 
ascertained  powers.  Its  legislation  and  adminis- 
tration should  bo  controlled  by  the  Constitution; 
and  it  cannot  justly  employ  its  powers  thus 
delegated  to  impair  or -destroy  any  existing  or 
vested  rights  belonging  to  the  people  of  any  of 
the  States. 

Mr.  HUMPHREY  MARSHALL  suggested 
that  the  gentleman  from  New  Jer.«!ey  had  been 
voted  for,  and  that  he,  too,  should  be  neard  upon 
these  interrogatories.  [Laughter.  Cries  of  "Call 
the  roll!"  and  "PExmNCTON'.*' in  the  midst  of 
much  confusion  J 

Mr.  BARKSDALE  obtained  the  floor  at  the 
moment  Mr.  Pennington  addressed  the  Chair. 

The  CLERK.  Will  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
sissippi yield  to  the  gentleman  from  New  Jer- 
sey? 

Mr.  BARKSDALE.   I  yield  to  Mr.  Peni^ing- 


TON. 


Mr.  PENNINGTON.  Mr.  Clerk,  my  friend 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Marshall]  takes  me  en- 
tirely by  surprise.  I  certainly  could  have  had 
no  expectation,  when  I  came  to  the  Hall  to-day, 
that  any  gentleman  would  think  of  calling  for  a 
response  to  the  interrogatories  propounded  ycs- 
teraay  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see [Mr.  Zollicoffer]  from  a  candidate  so  ob- 
scure and  unpromising  as  myself.  [Laughter.] 
Why,  sir,  he  should  recollect  that  I  am  wholly 
out  of  the  triangle — this  political  ncms  asinoi-«m, 
over  which  the  very  ingenious  ana  accommodat- 
ing body  of  gentlemen  around  me,  with  the  aid 
of  the  most  skillful  of  engineers,  have  been  fruit- 
lessly struggling  to  effect  a  safe  passage  for  the 
last  nve  weeks.  [Bursts  of  laughter.]  1  thought 
I  could  discover  in  the  merry  twinkle  of  my 
friend's  eye,  as  he  called  for  my  response,  the 
triumphant  anticipation  of  a  capital  joke  at  my 
expense;  but  I  am  not  to  be  caught  so  easily,  I 
assure  him.  If,  indeed,  he  could  have  entrapped 
me  into  a  serious  exposition  of  my  political  j)rin- 
ciplcs,  for  this  occasion,  with  no  better  show  of 
success  than  my  little  band  of  six  or  seven,  he 
might  well  have  boasted  of  the  best  joke  of  the 
season.  [Renewed  laughter.]  It  was  the  great 
Napoleon,  I  believe,  who  said,  **  there  is  but  one 
step  from  the  sublime  to  the  ridiculous."  With 
a  lively  disposition  to  extend  every  reasonable 
accommodation  to  my  friend,  I  must  beg  leave  to 
decline  most  respectfully  to  take  that  particular 
step  just  now.     [Laughter.] 

Besides,  sir,  I  have  not  been  served  with  the 
interrogatories!  [Laughter.]  I  believe  it  was 
understood  yesterday  that  tiie  candidates  who 


were  expected  to  answer  were  to  be  served  with 
copies  of  the  catechism;  and  it  would  seem  that 
all  the  triangular  candidates  have  been  duly  served , 
and  have  thus  had  ample  opportunity  to  prepare 
their  responses,  while  no  such  respect  has  hcca 
paid  to  your  humble  servant.  [Laughter.]  I  must 
enter  my  solemn  protest  against  being  taken  at 
such  disadvantage,  and  under  such  circumstances. 
I  appeal  to  every  high-minded  gentleman  to  say 
whether  I  am  not  bound  by  a  proper  self-respect 
to  assume  a  dignified  reserve? 

But  to  be  serious,  Mr.  Clerk,  I  propose  to  avail 
myself  of  this  occasion  to  say  to  the  House  and 
the  country  what  I  should  have  been  glad  to  have 
said  long  ago,  if  a  fit  opportunity  had  been  pre- 
sented to  do  so,  in  explanation  of  the  part  which 
I  have  borne  in  this  contest.  The  position  wliicli 
I  have  been  made  to  occupy  has  been,  to  me,  for 
some  time  past,  extremely  irksome,  and,  in  some 
degree,  involuntary.  Though  apparently  a  can- 
didate, it  is  well  "known  to  my  more  intimate 
friends,  and  to  many,  if  not  most,  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House,  that  I  am  not  such  in  the 
proper  sense  of  that  term.  I  have  had,  from  the 
first,  no  aspiration  for  the  ofiicc  of  Speaker;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  have  shrunk,  witli  unfeigned 
self-distrust,  from  the  difficuhics  and  responsi- 
bilities of  the  position.  At  the  commencement 
of  the  session  I  in  view  of  the  peculiar  elements 
constituting  the  present  House,  since  so  clearly 
developed,  1  yielded  a  reluctant  consent  to  the  use 
of  my  name  in  this  connection  upon  the  urgent 
solicitations  of  friends,  both  here  and  elsewhere, 
in  whose  judgment  and  disinterested  patriotism 
I  have  reason  to  confide,  with  no  purpose,  either 
on  their  part  or  on  mine,  other  than  to  facilitate 
the  organization.  I  assert  no  chiim  to  such  an 
elevation.  I  have  solicited  no  support.  I  have 
no  desire  to  obstruct,  nor  will  I  for  a  moment 
allow  myself  to  stand  in  the  way  of,  an  adjust- 
ment of  the  difficulties  which  surround  us.  I  feel 
sure  that  every  gentleman  here  will  do  me  the 
justice  to  say,  whatever  injurious  insinuations  to 
the  contrai-y  may  have  found  their  way  into  the 
public  prints,  that  I  am  in  no  measure,  beyond 
any  other  member  of  this  body,  responsible  for 
that  delay  in  our  action  which  has  excited  the 
just  indignation  and  disgust  of  the  country.  I 
am  ready  to  cooperate  in  any  effort  that  may 
promise  to  relieve  us  from  our  embarrassment. 
The  public  business  is  suffering  from  the  obsti- 
nate pursuit,  on  all  sides,  of  a  contest  which  as 
yet  holds  no  promise  of  victory  to  either,  but 
only  continued  disadvantage  to  tlie  public  in- 
terests. 

Sir,  I  am  heartily  tired  of  this  fruitless  strug- 
gle; and  attaching  less  consequence  to  the  choice 
which  we  shall  make  than  many  of  those  around 
me,  1  am  prepared,  after  so  much  delay  and  dif- 
ficulty, to  cast  my  vote  for  any  gentleman,  on 
any  side  of  this  House,  whose  election  may  be 
effected  by  such  aid.  From  the  first  moment  of 
the  session  I  have  been  anxious  for  the  organ- 
ization. I  have  not  been,  by  any  means,  partic- 
ular in  my  choice  among  the  candidates  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  Administration.  On  the  first  tiiree 
trials  I  voted  successively  for  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,Pennsylvania,and  Massachusetts,  [Messrs. 
Campbell,  Fuller,  and  Banks,]  indicating,  at 
the  outset,  my  willingness  to  contribute  to  the 
election  of  either  of  those  gentlemen.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  [Mr.  Campbell]  knows — for 
he  had  the  amplest  assurances  to  that  effect — that 
my  vote  and  those  of  my  colleagues  were  at  his 
command  at  any  moment  when  they  would  have 
secured  his  election,  up  to  the  time  of  his  with- 
drawal from  the  contest.  He  asked  no  compli- 
mentary votes,  and  was  satisfied  to  wait  for  ours 
till  they  could  render  him  a  more  substantial  ser- 
vice. I  deem  this  a  proper  occasion  to  say,  not 
only  that  he  was  my  first  choice,  but  that  I  was, 
ana  still  am,  of  opinion  that  he  was  eminently 
entitled  to  this  honor  by  the  distinguished  ability 
and  unwavering  fidelity  with  which  he  had  served 
his  party  and  his  country. 

After  his  withdrawal,  fan  act  as  graceful  as  it 
was  honorable  and  self-sacrificing,)  I  declined 
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the  offer  of  a  large  body  of  friends  to  preqs  my 
name  upon  the  attention  of  the  House.  I  ^ve 
way  to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Banks,]  and,  at  the  iirst  moment  when  it  seemed 
practicable  to  el^ct  him,  my  vote  and  those  of 
my  colleagues  were  cast  in  his  support;  and  from 
that  moment  to  this  we  have  ever  been  ready  to 
contribute  to  that  result.  It  is  true  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  was,  for  many  rea- 
sons, unacceptable  to  us,  and  that  much  has  been^ 
said  and  done  in  the  progress  of  this  contest,  on 
the  part  of  his  friends,  (for  which,  however,  we 
do  not  hold  him  responsible,)  calculated  to  alien- 
ate us  from  his  support.  It  is  true  that  we  have 
not  concurred  with  our  judgments,  though  we 
have  by  our  votes,  in  the  pertinacious  effort 
which  has  been  made  to  elect  that  gentleman; 
nor  have  we  been  willing  to  take  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois  [Mr.  Richardson]  as  the  only 
alternative  to  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts— a  line  of  policy  which  has  been  urged 
upon  the  Opposition  in  this  body  with  a  dogma- 
tism only  equaled  by  its  absurdity,  and  the  ma- 
lign spirit  wliich  dictates  it.  The  rule  of  conduct 
adopted,  in  this  respect,  by  my  colleagues  and 
myself  was  adopted  also  by  all  who  were  origin- 
ally my  friends,  and  we  have  been  found  united 
for  more  than  a  month,  contrary  to  our  convic- 
tions of  sound  policy,  in  an  efiort,  as  yet  un- 
availing: and  inauspicious,  to  elect  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts. 

In  tlie  mean  time,  while  my  name  has  remained 
in  nomination,  the  votes  ot  six  gentlemen,  not 
originally  my  friends,  and  having  now,  as  I  pre- 
sume, no  special  preference  for  me,  but  unwilling 
to  vote  for  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
for  reasons  satismctory  to  themselves,  upon  tlieir 
own  representative  responsibility,  have  been  con- 
centrated upon  me  in  good  faith;  and  it  seems  to 
be  well  understood  that  no  one  of  these  gentlemen 
can  be  brought  to  the  aid  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  though  I  should  peremptorily 
decline  their  support. 

Under  this  state  of  facts,  it  is  suggested  that  I 
should  decline;  and  telegraphic  dispatches  have 
been  transmitted  in  every  direction  to  create  a 
public  impression  that  1  am  an  obstacle  to  the 
organization,  and,  by  thus  placing  me  in  a  false 
position,  to  constrain  me  to  a  course  of  action 
which  does  not  commend  itself  to  my  convic- 
tions of  duty  or  honor,  with  a  design,  as  it  seems 
to  me,  not  so  much  to  promote  the  election  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  as  to  embar- 
rass those  who  have  thus  honored  me,  and,  in  my 
name,  held  out  to  the  friends  of  that  gentleman 
the  olive  branch  of  conciliation  and  peace. 

Sir,  I  need  no  suggestion  from  any  quarter  to 
press  on  me  considerations  of  public  duty  or 
personal  interest  in  relation  to  this  or  any  other 
subject.  I  have  not  been  quite  so  passive  a  spec- 
tator of  this  contest  as  to  have  been  inattentive 
to  such  considerations.  I  need  no  monitor  to 
remind  me  of  my  duty  or  my  interests;  least  of 
all,  such  a  monitor  as  has  set  himself  up  to  instruct 
the  members  of  this  House  in  the  line  of  their 
duty,  and  to  hold  it  in  awe  by  the  lash  of  a  pow- 
erful press.  I  am  the  keeper  of  my  own  honor, 
and  I  shall  judge  for  myself,  fearless  of  open 
denunciations  or  covert  insinuations,  come  from 
what  quarter  they  may,  what  my  obligations  are 
to  myself,  to  my  constituents,  ana  to  my  country. 
And  1  have  now  to  say,  once  for  all,  tnat  when- 
ever it  shall  appear  to  me  that  the  continuance  of 
my  name  in  nomination  shall  have  even  a  tendency 
to  delay  the  organization,  I  shall  without  a  mo- 
ment's hesitation,  ask  my  colleague  who  placed 
it  there  to  withdraw  it.  It  will  cost  me  no  sacri- 
fice to  do  so^  for,  if  I  had  ever  indulged  any  desire 
for  success,  I  have  long  ceased  to  look  upon  it  as 
probable,  or  even  practicable.  Till  then  I  shall 
continue  to  occupy  the  position  which  I  have 
maintained  hitherto,  from  the  beginning  of  the 
contest.  I  shall,  in  that  event,  be  enabled  to  pre- 
sent to  those  gentlemen  who  have  thus  concen- 
trated their  votes  upon  me,  a  reason  for  declining 
their  support,  the  force  of  which,  I  doubt  not, 
tliey  will  be  among  the  first  to  appreciate.  In  the 
absence  of  such  a  reason,  I  should  be  guilty  of 
a  gross  dereliction  of  honor  and  good  faith, 
and  unworthy  the  respect  of  my  peers  in  this 
body,  if  I  were  thus  contemptuously  to  shake 
the  dust  of  my  feet  in  the  faces  of  those  gentle- 
men. It  has  been  intimated  that  I  might  purchase 
potition  in  this  House  and  before  the  country  by 


withdrawing  my  name  fi'om  the  contest.  Sir,  I 
ask  no  position,  in  the  House  or  elsewhere,  to 
which  I  am  not  justly  entitled.  I  wish  to  earn 
for  myself  no  factitious  importance;  least  of  all, 
to  do  so  at  the  expense  of  my  own  self-respect, 
and  the  sacrifice  of  my  own  honor. 

Now,  sir,  I  pass  to  the  matter  of  the  interroga- 
tories. I  have  not  read  them.  I  have  heard  them 
read  but  indistinctly  at  the  Clerk's  table.  They 
involve,  if  I  correctly  understand  their  general 
tenor,  questions  of  grave  importance,  demanding 
for  a  response  deliberate  consideration.  Of  course 
I  could  not  be  expected  now  to  respond  to  them; 
and  I  am  free  to  say  that,  had  I  examined  them,  I 
could  not,  under  present  circumstances,  be  in- 
duced to  trouble  the  House  with  any  reply.  It 
will  be  time  enough  for  me  seriously  to  consider 
the  propriety  of  answering  these,  or  any  other 
interrogatories,  when  there  shall  appear  to  be  a 
more  general  purpose  seriously  entertained  to  use 
my  name  in  this  contest. 

Sir,  I  am  no  party  to  the  contract  implied  by 
the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
and  the  vote  which  has  been  given  in  support  of 
it.  I  voted  to  lay  the  resolution  on  tlie  table,  and, 
that  failing,  I  voted  squarely  against  its  adoption. 
I  am,  therefore,  in  no  measure  responsible  for  its 
passage,  nor  in  any  decree  committed  to  the  line 
of  conduct  which  it  indicates.  I  agree  most  fully 
to  the  general  principle  affirmed  by  the  resolution; 
but,  as  I  view  it,  that  principle  has  no  applica- 
bility to  the  business  now  before  the  House .  The 
Speaker  of  this  body  is  selected  to  preside  over 
its  deUberations,  to  conduct  its  proceedings,  and 
to  preserve  order  and  decorum — functions  which 
in  no  respect  involve  any  political  principle.  They 
involve  the  principles  or  personal  integrity,  im- 

Eartiality,  and  capacity,  and,  on  these  points,  I 
ave  only  to  say,  that,  if  the  general  tenor  of  my 
life  and  conversation,  open  to  all  men,  and  my 
intercourse  with  the  members  of  this  House,  do 
not  afford  sufficient  guarantees  in  these  respects, 
they  arc  as  free  to  reject  as  they  are  to  elect. 

It  may  be  said,  Mr.  Clt^rk,  that  the  Speaker  has 
in  his  power  the  appointment  of  the  committees 
of  the  House.  This  may  or  may  not  be  so. 
There  is  no  existing  law,  rule,  or  resolution, 
which  vests  this  authority  in  that  ofiicer.  When 
we  shall  have  elevated  to  the  chair  any  honorable 
member  of  this  body  to  preside  over  its  delibera- 
tions— when  we  shall  have  committed  to  such 
member  the  preservation  of -order  and  decorum, 
the  proper  time  will  have  arrived  to  determine 
whether  his  character  and  principles  be  such  as 
to  justify  us  in  intrusting  to  nim  so  important  and 
responsible  a  power. 

But,  sir,  if  it  were  ^rue,  that  by  any  existing 
regulation  the  Speaker  would  ex  ojficto  possess 
the  power  to  appoint  the  committees,  or  it  oe  con- 
templated, according  to  established  usage,  to  vest 
that  power  in  him,  I  do  not  see  how  the  principle 
enunciated  by  the  resolution  could  have  any 
proper  relation  to  the  selection  of  that  officer. 
The  duty  of  the  Speaker,  in  the  appointment  of 
committees,  is  fixed  by  a  well-denned,  though 
too  often  disregarded,  principle  of  parliamentary 
law.  He  would  be  bound  by  that  principle,  and 
ought,  and  doubtless  would  be  required,  under 
the  pain  of  removal,  whatever  might  be  his  indi- 
vidual opinions  or  personal  preferences,  to  con- 
stitute the  standing  committees  upon  the  various 
branches  of  the  public  service  in  conformity  to 
the  ascertained  sentiments  of  a  majority  of  the 
House.  It  is  a  rule  of  parliamentary  law,  equally 
well  defined — though  tnis,  too,  has  been  too  fre- 
quently disregarded — that  select  or  special  com- 
mittees arc  to  be  constituted  of  a  majority  at 
least  of  the  friends  of  the  measure  referred  to 
them,  however  odious  it  may  be  to  the  House 
or  to  its  presiding  officer.  I  confess,  therefore, 
that  with  these  views  I  cannot  sec  the  necessity 
or  propriety  of  instituting  an  inquisition  into 
the  peculiar  political  opinions  of  candidates,  es- 
pecially with  such  extreme  nicety  as  character- 
izes the  points  made  by  the  interrogatories  of 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee.  It  seems  to  me 
that  enough  ought  to  be  known  of  any  gentle- 
man, fit  for  sucli  a  position,  without  subjecting 
him  to  the  humiliation  of  submitting  himself  to 
be  questioned  and  cross-questioned  in  this  Hall 
as  to  all  the   minute  points  and  phases  of  his 

f>olitical  principles,  and  that,  too,  with  all  the 
ittle  chicanery  of  the  bar-room  and  the  hustings. 
For  myself,  sir,  I  am  satisfied  to  be  judged,  and 


1 1  to  stand  or  fall,  by  my  past  political  life,  and  the 
1 1  record  which  I  have  made  in  the  public  senria; 
to  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer  the  inquisitive. 

I  will  make  no  pledge,  subject  myself  to  no 
test,  submit  to  no  condition  or  humiliation  to 
insure  success. 

And  now,  sir,  not  desiring  further  to  occupy 
the  attention  of  the  House,  I  have  only  to  say 
again  that,  in  my  position  and  with  my  views,! 
most  respectfully  decline  to  be  put  Uirough  the 
catechism. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Clerk,  I  may  illustrate  ray 
position  by  the  point  of  an  anecdote  of  boyhood 
days.  It  is  now  Saturday  afternoon,  and  ihert* 
are  doubtless  around  me  many  who,  with  me,  will 
associate,  while  life  lasts,  with  that  time  virid 
recollections  of  the  delectable  exercises  in  iJw 
smaller  and  larger  catechism  wherewith  we  were 
initiated  into  the  rudiments  of  the  Westminster 
Confession  of  Faith.  I  remember  on  one  of  these 
occasions  to  have  been  seated  by  a  wo^h 
youngster,  who,  upon  being  called  up  anda«W 
what  progress  he  had  made  in  his  caiechiim, 
very  naively  replied,  that  he  had  got  bepnd 
**  effectual  calling.'*     [Roars  of  laughter.! 

Mr.  BARKSDALE.  Theinterrogatonea.Mr. 
Clerk,  which  I  propose  to  put  to  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Banks,]  I  iutend  for  all 
the  gentlemen  "who  are  candidates  for  the  speak- 
ership; and,  in  order  that  the  House  and  the 
gentlemen  to  whom  they  are  propounded  may 
understand  them,  I  will  now  read  them: 

Are  you  now  a  member  of  the  American  or 
Know  Nothing  party  ? 

Arc  you  in  favor  of  abolishing  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  the  United  Suites  foru, 
dock-yards,  &c.  ? 

Do  you  beheve  in  the  equalityof  the  white  and 
black  races  in  the  United  States;  and  do  you  wish 
to  promote  that  equality  bv  legislation  ? 

Are  you  in  favor  of  the  entire  exclusion  of 
adopted  citizens  and  Roman  Catholics  from  office? 

Do  you  favor  the  same  modification— and  this 
question  I  intend  particularly  for  the  gentlemui 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Banks]— of  die  tariff 
now  which  you  did  at  the  last  session  ofCongress? 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  I  insist  that,  before  anymore 
interrogatories  are  put,  those  which  I  have  pro- 
pounded be  answered. 

The  CLERK.  Docs  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
sissippi withdraw  his  interrogatories  for  the  pret- 
ent? 

Mr.  BARKSDALE.     No,  sir. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  took  the  floor. 

The  CLERK.  Does  the  gentleman  from  Mis 
sissippi  yield  to  the  gentleman  from  lUinois? 

Mr.  BARKSDALE.     I  do,  sir. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  wish  to  aniwerih« 
questions  propounded.  , 

Mr.  KENNETT, (interrupting.)  laskwhether 
it  is  in  order  to  put  one  or  two  more  interroga- 
tories in  addition  to  those  propounded  by  the 
fentleman  from  Mississippi  .*  i  should  like  to 
now  of  each  candidate  for  the  speakership,  in- 
cluding my  friend  from  New  Jersey,  [Mr.  "es* 
NiNGTON,]  whether  he  believes  in  a  future  8tat« 
or  not?  [Laughter.]  And  then,  provided  m 
answers  that  question  affirmatively,  I  desire  to 
know  whether  he  believes  it  will  be  a  free  or  aflwre 
sta4e  ?    [Roars  of  laughter.] 

Mr.  BARKSDALE.  I  would  say  to  the  ^n- 
tleman  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Kennett]  that,  u 
he  intends  by  that  interrogatory  to  cast  any  re- 
flection upon  me,  either  directly  or  ^^^^^^^^ 
[excitement,  and  cries  of  «*  No !  no!'*]—*  n""" 
back  with  all  the  scorn,  derision,  and  contemp 
which  its  insolence  and  impudence  '^4|Ki^ 
merits.     [Loud  cries  of  "  Order !"  "  Order.  J 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  call  the  gentle- 
man to  order.  .  , ,  .^ 

Mr.  BARKSDALE.    Sir,  he  has  no  riffhnj 
call  me  to  order;  and  I  demand  by  what  J2^"^„ 
calls  me  to  order?    [Continued  cries  of**  Oraer. 
and  much  confusion  in  the  Hall.]  ,  ^,-, 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    I  again  call  the  genUemw 

[Mr.  Barksoale]  to  order.  ,  ^^ir 

Mr.  GROW.  I  move  that  the  House  do  no» 
adjourn.  .   »(, 

Mr.  KENNETT.  I  have  only  to  remarKi  ^^; 
Clerk,  that  the  tenor  of  my  questions  musin 
been  misunderstood  by  tlie  House,  if  itthinKs; 
were  designed  to  re^ct  on  the  S^^^^^""  ^ere 
Mississippi,  [Mr.  Barksdale.J  ^"  '^^  jay 
intended  good-naturedly.    And  I  have  vo 
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further,  that  no  gentleman  in  this  House  or  out  o^ 
it  need  expect  to  intimidate  me,  or  to  insult  me  in 
this  manner.  I  have  made  all  the  apology,  Mr. 
Clerk,  that  I  intend  to  make.  That  apology  was 
made  to  the  House.  I  did  not  intend  my  remarks 
to  be  understood  in  any  but  a  jocular  way;  but 
I  consider, at  the  same  time,  that  the  remarks  made 
by  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Barksdale]  about  Ameri- 
canism fully  justify  me  in  putting  such  a  query. 
[Cries  of  "Good! ^'    **Call  the  roll !"] 

The  CLERK.  Does  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania [Mr.  Grow]  insist  on  his  motion  to  ad- 
journ? 

Mr.  GROW.    I  do,  sir. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  The  ffcntleman  from  Illinois 
[Mr.  Richardson]  is  on  me  floor.  Let  us  hear 
fk'hat  he  has  to  say. 

The  Clerk  put  the  question  on  adjournment, 
and  the  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  have  received  a  copy 
of  the  inquiries  propounded  by  the  gcntlenuun 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  JBinguam.]  I  have  looked  over 
these  interrogatories,  and  it  seems  to  me  that 
I  have  answered  them  substantially,  with  the 
exception  of  the  first  and  fifth.  I  refer  that  gen- 
tleman, therefore,  to  the  remarks  submitted  by 
me  this  morning,  for  my  ans>ver  to  his  questions, 
with  the  exception  of  those  I  have  indicated. 
The  first  inquiry  is: 

<*  Do  jroQ  hold  that  the  Constitation  of  the  United  States 
extends  to,  and  is  of  full  force  within  the  Mveral  Territo- 
ries thereof?" 

In  reply  to  this  interrogatory  I  have  to  say 
that  I  do  recognize  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  as  extending  over  the  Territories,  so  far 
as  it  is  applicable  to  their  condition.  That  is  my 
answer  to  the  first. 

The  fifth  is  in  the  following  language: 
*•  Do  you  hold  that,  under  the  Constitution,  n  person  held 
to  •ervice  or  labor  within  said  Territory,  egcaping  therefrom 
into  any  State  in  this  Union,  can  be  reclaimed  under  the 
Ai^titre  slave  law  ;  or  is  snoh  per&on  witliin  the  extradition 
claujM  of  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the 
Constitution  ?*' 

In  reply  to  this  I  have  to  say  that,  by  the  ex- 
press terras  of  the  bill  organizing  the  Territories 
of  Kansas  and  Nebraska,  and  other  Territories 
organized  subsequent  to  the  passage  of  the  fugi- 
tive slave  law,  that  law  goes  into  operation  in 
those  Territories. 

Now,  sir,  as  to  the  other  interrogatories  pro- 
pounded by  the  gentleman  frojn  Mississippi, 
[Mr.  Barksdale,]  1  have  to  say  that  I  belong 
to  m>  Know  Nothing  or  American  organization. 
I  belong  to  no  secret  political  organization. 

I  am  opposed  to  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia.  I  am  opposed  to  interference 
'with  it  in  the  dock-yards,  or  any  place  else,  by 
the  Congress  of  the  tjnited  States. 

I  believe  that  the  Almichty  made  the  negro  in- 
ferior to  the  white  man.  I  do  not  believe  yoii  can 
place  them  upon  an  equality,  unless  you  bring 
down  the  white  man  to  his  level;  and  I  am  op- 
posed to  that. 

In  reply  to  the  facetious  inquiries  of  my  friend 
from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Kenmett,]  I  have  to  say 
I  am  sometimes  afraid  that,  in  that  future  state 
in  which  I  beheve,  he,  myself,  and  some  of  our 
associates  here,  will  not  be  free.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  KENNETT.  I  am  very  glad,  ]Vfr.  Clerk, 
that  tlie  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Ricuard- 
•ok]  is  getting  a  little  anxious  about  his  condi- 
tion, as  well  as  that  of  other  members  of  the 
House.    I  think  he  has  great  cause.  [Laughter.] 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  am  very  anxious,  not 
only  in  reference  to  myself,  but  in  relation  to  my 
friend  from  Missouri.  But,  sir,  I  am  informed 
tho^^pmitted  one  of  the  questions  propounded 
by^Wgentlcman  from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Barks- 
dale,] in  relation  to  Catliolics  and  adopted  citi- 
zens. 

Sir,  I  do  not  know,  nor  care,  what  a  man's  re- 
ligioutf  opinions  may  be.  1  would  as  soon  support 
a  Cathohc  for  office  as  a  man  professing  any  other 
religion,  provided  he  was  qualified,  and  his  polit- 
ical sentiments  corresponded  with  my  own.  I 
think,  sir,  in  reference  to  this  Grovernment  pf 
ours,  that  our  only  safety,  or  at  least,  that  our 
greatest  safety,  upon  tliis  subject  of  religion,  is  in 
carrymg  out  the  policy  never  to  carry  our  religion 
into  politics,  and  never  carry  our  politics  to 
church.  They  are  distinct  and  separate — unal- 
terably so.  A  Catholic  is  as  much  entitled  to 
protection  in  this  country  as  those  of  any  other 
religion.     I  have  no  prejudice  against  the  Catho- 
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hcs,  nor  have  I  a^inst  foreigners.  I  voted,  the 
last  time  I  voted,  m  my  own  State,  for  an  adopted 
citizen;  and  I  expect  to  vote  for  them  in  future  as 
often  as  they  are  presented,  provided  they  are 
quaUfied. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  The  honorable  gentleman 
from  IlUnois  [Mr.  Richardson]  has  stated  to  the 
House  that  he  has  answered  all  of  my  questions 
except  the  first  and  fifth.  I  beg  leave  to  ask  that 
gentleman  whether,  in  his  remarks,  he  has  given 
any  reply  to  my  second,  third,  fourth,  and  sixth 
interrogatories;  and  will  the  gentleman  respond 
to  those  questions? 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  In  reply  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  I  have  to  say  that  I  substantially 
respond^d  to  his  interrogatory  this  morning. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  In  what  way  has  the  gen- 
tleman answered  the  second,  third,  fourth,  and 
sixth  questions  which  I  had  the  honor  to  submit 
to  him? 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  said,  in  my  remarks 
this  morning,  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  people  of 
a  Territory  have  the  right  either  to  estabhsh  or 
prohibit  African  slavery.  I  think  that  is  an  an- 
swer to  the  gentleman  *s  question. 

Mr.  BINGHAJI.  Does  the  gentleman  mean 
to  be  understood  assaying  that  the  people  of  the 
Territory  of  Kansas  can,  by  terrUoruU  enaetmetUt 
estabhsh  or  prohibit  African  slavery  therein  ? 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  do  not  wish  to  single 
out  a  particular  instance. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  submit  to  the 
House  that  the  honorable  gentleman  from  IlHnois 
has  not  answered  my  several  interrogatories, 
either  directly  or  indirectly,  and  I  insist  upon  full 
and  explicit  answers  thereto. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia.  I  object  to  those  in- 
terrogatories. The  answers  of  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois  and  of  other  gentlemen  have  been 
given, and  have  gone  to  the  coimtry.  The  country 
will  determine  whether  the  questions  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  [Mr.  Bingham]  have  been  an- 
swered. It  is  not  for  any  gentleman  here  to  rise 
and  propound  verbal  questions.  I  objected  to  it 
when  it  came  from  the  gentleman  from  Missis- 
sippi, [Mr.  Barksdale,]  and  I  object  now  when 
it  comes  from  another  quarter.  I  insist  upon  pur- 
suing the  regular  course  laid  out  this  morning, 
and  which  we  have  pursued.  I  repeat,  the  an- 
swers of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  have  gone 
to  the  country,  and  the  country  will  judge  of 
their  pertinence.     • 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  If  the  questions  have  not 
been  answered,  how  will  the  country  judge?  I 
have  put  no  question  to  the  gentleman  which  was 
not  reduced  to  writing  by  me. 

Mr.  COBB.  The  questions,  tvith  the  answers, 
have  gone  to  the  country,  and  it  will  be  for  the 
country  to  determine  whether  they  are  pertinent 
or  not. 

Mr.  STANTON.  That  certainly  is  sufficient. 
I  think  that  ought  to  be  satisfactory  to  my  col- 
league, [Mr.  Bingham.] 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  I  submitted,  in  writing,  a 
series  of  questions,  as  authorized  by  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House.  Some  of  these  questions 
have  not  been  answered.  They  were  respectfully 
and  properly  submitted,  and  1  have  a  right  to 
insist  upon  an  answer  to  them. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  call  to  order;  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  The  resolution  passed  by 
the  House  yesterday  authorized  these  inlerro^- 
tories  to  be  put  to  gentlemen;  and  the  resolution 
implied,  if  it  meant  anything,  tliat  the  questions 
should  be  answered. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  call  to  order.  I  insist  that  it 
shall  be  enforced. 

The  CLERK.  No  order  was  made  by  the 
House  in  the  matter;  but  it  was  agreed,  by  com- 
mon consent,  that  the  questions  should  be  put  to 
the  gentlemen  who  are  uefore  the  House  as  can- 
didates for  the  speakership,  in  succession. 

[Cries  of  "Cali  the  roU!"  "Hear  Banks!''] 

Mr.  HUMPHREY  MARSHALL.  I  suppose 
that  the  other  gentlemen  will  answer,  of  course. 

Mr.  BINGIlAM.  I  desire  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  and  the  country  to  the  fact 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  call  the  gentleman  to 
order. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  I  insist  on  my  right  to  be 
heard  for  t*  n  minutes. 

The  CLEUIK.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  will 
recollect  tliat  universal  objection  was  made  to  the 


gentleman  from  Mississippi  TMr.  Barksdale] 
proceeding  when  he  proposea  questioning  tho 
^ntleman  from  Massachusetts,  and  in  this  way 
interfering  with  what  seemed  to  be  tlic  course 
that  it  was  the  general  wish  should  be  pursued. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  Does  the  Clerk  say  that  I 
am  out  of  order  in  putting  inquiries  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Illinois? 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  makes  no  decision. 
If  the  House  consent,  the  gentlenqan  will  proceed 
with  his  remarks.  The  Clerk  merely  suggests, 
as  it  seems  to  be  the  pleasure  of  the  House,  that 
the  questions  had  better  go  around. 

Mr.  BINGBLAM.  Veiy  well,  then ;  I  yield  the 
floor.  [Cries  of  "That  is  right!"  "Now  let 
the  questions  go  around!"] 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  repeat,  Mr.  Clerk,  the  prin- 
ciple on  which  I  answer  interrogatories  from  anj 
quarter,  and  it  is,  that  1  speak  as  a  member  of  this 
House  for  one  of  the  oistricta  of  the  State  of 
Massachusetts. 

In  regard  to  my  position  as  connected  with  the 
parties  of  the  country,  I  wish  to  make  my  state- 
ment in  my  own  way,  inasmuch  as  it  is  a  matter 
which  particularly  concerns  myself.  I  will  state 
the  facts,  and  tlie  gentleman  from  Mississippi, 
[Mr.  Barksdale,]  ^nd  other  gentlemen,  will 
draw  their  own  inferences.  What  they  may  be, 
it  is  not  for  me  to  say.  When  I  was  elected  to 
this  House  as  a  member  from  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, I  was  elected  on  the  nomination  of 
the  regular  Democratic  party  and  of  the  Ameri- 
can party  of  that  district.  The  American  party 
was  very  largely  in  the  majority.  I  avowed  my 
sentiment&freely  and  fully  on  the  questions  whicn 
are  involved  in  the  issue  presented  by  that  party, 
before  there  was  any  especial  cause  for  me  to  do 
so,  and  before  it  had  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
country;  and  as  an  answer  to  the  fourth  inter- 
rogatory put  to  me  by  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
sissippi, aAcr  it  had  been  submitted  to  the  gentle- 
man from  IlUnois,  I  have  only  to  say  that,  in  the 
speech  which  I  delivered  to  tnis  body  during  the 
last  Congress,  I  expressed  freely  and  fully  all  my 
opinions  on  the  subject.  The  record  is  there,  and 
to  it  I  refer  the  gentlemen  for  information.  Let 
the  record  speak.  I  have  adopted  the  maxim  of 
Junius,  that  it  is  an  unfortunate  waste  of  time  for 
a  man  to  spend  any  considerable  portion  of  his  Ufe 
in  commentaries  on  his  own  works.  ^Laughter.] 

I  come  now  to  speak  to  the  interrogatory  in 
reference  to  the  equality  of  the  white  and  black 
races. 

Mr.  BARKSDALE.  Take  the  next  one  before 
tliat. 

Mr.  BANKS.  Please  allow  me  to  speak  to 
the  interrogatories  in  my  own  order. 

I  have  to  say,  in  this  matter,  that  I  accept  the 
doctrine  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  that 
all  men  are  created  equal.  In  regard  to  the  su- 
periority of  races,  I  am  impressed  with  the  con- 
viction that  it  is  to  be  determined  ultimately  by 
capacity  for  endurance.  So  far  as  I  have  studied 
the  subject,  it  sqcms  to  me  to  be  the  general 
law,  that  the  weaker  is  absorbed  or  disappears 
altogether.  Whether  the  black  race  of  this  con- 
tinent, or  any  other  part  of  the  world,  is  equal 
to  the  white  race,  can  only  be  determined  by  tlie 
absorption  or  disappearance  of  one  or  the  other; 
and  r  propose  to  wait  until  the  respective  races 
can  be  properly  subjected  to  this  philosophical 
test  before  I  give  a  decisive  answer.  [Roars  of 
laughter.] 

As  the  other  question  is  the  key  to  the  politics 
of  the  country,  1  will  now  give  it  my  attention. 

**  Arc  you  in  ftivor  of  restoring  the  Missouri  restriction ; 
^  or  do  you  go  tor  the  entire  prohibition  of  slavery  in  all  tbo 
i  Territories  of  the  United  States  ?" 

The  territorial  question  of  this  day  refers  to  the 
Territories  of  Kansas  and  Nebra^a.    I  leave  the 
territories  which  are  to  come  hereafter  to  the 
.hereafter;  but  I  say,  at  the  same  time,  that  I  am 
in  favor  of  the  prohibition  of  slavery  in  Kcmsas 
and  Nebraska.  Then,  in  regard  to  the  first  clause 
of  the  interrogatory — are  you  in  favor  of  restor- 
ing the  Missouri  r*'Striction? — I  have  to  say  that  I 
desire  tliat  the  prohibition  made  by  soutliem  men 
I  and  southern  States — the  inhibition  of  the  insti- 
I  tution  of  slavery  in  the  Territories  of  Kansas  and 
,  Nebraska — shall  be  made  good  to  the  people  of  the 
I  country.     I  care  not  in  what  manner  it  shall  be 
done — v/hethcr  there  be  a  restoration  of  the  tech- 
,  uical  andarbitr^yline,or  by  some  other  methods, 
i  or  appliances,  or  principles,  there  shall  be  made 
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food  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  the  pro- 
ibition  for  which  the  southern  States  contracted 
and  received  a  consideration.  I  am  for  the  sub- 
stantial restoration  of  the  prohibition  as  it  has 
existed  since  1820. 

Here  are  several  questions  in  rei^ard  to  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia  and  the  modification 
of  the  tariff  laws  as  thevnow  exist.  I  stand  here 
ready  and  desirous  ana  determined  to  cooperate 
with  the  men  of  the  United  States  who  are  lor  the 
substantial  restoration  of  the  prohibition  of  the 
institution  of  slavery  in  the  Territories  of  Kansas 
and  Nebraska.  I  am  ready  to  act  with  men  of 
any  parly  and  of  any  views  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  this  ffreat  end.  I  shall  ask  no  man  with 
whdkm  I  shall  cooperate  in  this  matter  what  he 
thinks  of  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  or  what  he  thinks,  or  shall  do  on 
the  tariff  question. 

In  my  view  of  the  politics  of  this  country 
these  questions  are  not  in  issue;  and,  sir,  inas- 
much as  1  propose  to  ask  no  opinions  of  those 
with  whom  I  cooperate,  upon  such  cjuestions 
apart  from  the  great  political  issues  of  this  coming 
year,  so,  sir,  I  say,  that  I  have  no  opinions  myself 
to  pronounce.    That,  Mr.  Clerk,  is  niy  answer. 

Mr.  FULLER,  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Clerk, 
I  shall  answer  the  questions  specifically  and  di- 
rectly, reserving  to  myself  the  privilege  of  more 
full  explanation  hereafter. 

*'Are  you  in  (avor  of  rcsloring  ttie  Misflonri  restriction, 
or  do  you  go  for  the  entire  prohibition  of  slavery  in  all  tlie 
Temtorie*  of  the  United  State*  ?" 

I  am  opposed  to  any  legislation  upon  those  sub- 
jects for  reasons  already  given. 

"  Axe  you  in  (hvor  of  abolishing  8lavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia  and  the  United  Stales  forts,  dock-yarda,  &c."^ 

I  am  not,  sir. 

"  Do  you  b«'lieve  in  the  equality  of  the  white  and  binck 
races  in  the  United  Stntes.  and  do  you  wish  to  promote 
that  equality  by  legislation  r> 

I  do  not,  sir.  I  acknowledge  a  decided  prefer- 
ence for  white  people .     [Laughter.] 

"  Are  you  in  fkvor  of  the  entire  exclusion  of  adopted 
citizens  and  Roman  Catholics  from  oflice  ?'' 

[Cries  of  "  Yes  or  no!"  and  laii^hter.] 
Mr.  Clerk,  I  think  with  General  Washington — 
and  he  is  a  very  high  authority — that  it  docs  not 
comport  with  the  policy  of  this  country  to  ap- 
point foreigners  to  office  to  the  exclusion  of  native- 
torn  citizens.  [Loud  applause  in  the  galleries.] 
But  I  wish  to  say  that  I  proscribe  no  man  be- 
cause of  his  religion;  I  denounce  no  man  bccatise 
of  his  politics.  I  accord  to  all  the  largest  libeJ-ty 
of  opinion  and  of  expression,  of  conscience 
and  of  worship.  I  care  not,  sir,  what  creed  a 
man  may  profess;  I  care^not  to  what  denomina- 
tion he  may  bclon»;  be  he  Mohammedan,  Jew, 
or  Gentile,  1  concede  to  him  tlie  right  to  worship 
according  to  the  dictates  of  his  own  judgment. 
I  invade  no  man's  altar,  and  would  not  disturb 
any  man*s  vested  rights.  Whatever  we  have 
been,  whatever  we  are,  and  whatever  we  may  be, 
rests  between  us  and  Heaven.  I  allow  no  mortal 
to  be  my  mediator;  and,  judging  no  man,  will 
by  no  man  be  judged.  With  regard  to  those  of 
foreign  birth,  1  do  not  desire  to  exclude  them. 
1  say  to  them:  "Come,  enter  upon  the  pubUc 
lands;  occupy  the  public  territory;  build  up  for 
yourselves  tiomes,  acquire  property,  and  teach 
your  children  to  love  the  Constitution  and  laws 
which  protect  them;"  but  I  dosay  that  in  all  mat- 
ters of  legislation,  and  in  all  matters  of  adminis- 
tration, •/Americans  ^lould  govern  Jlmerica. 

**  Do  you  favor  the  f>arac  mofhflcation  of  the  tarifT  now 
that  you  did  at  the  last  session  of  Congress?" 

I  was  not  a  member  of  the  last  Confess;  and 
all  that  I  would  now  ask  upon  the  subject  of  the 
tariff  is,  •*  to  be  let  alone." 

BALLOT  FOR  SPEAKER. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  vote  the  one  hun- 
dred and  eio:hth  time  for  Speaker,  with  the  fol- 
lowing result:  Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  207; 
necessary  to  a  choice,  104;  of  which — 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks  received <- 94 

William  A.  Richardson 69 

Henry  M.  Fuller »4 

Alexander  C.  M.  Pennington 7 

John  Williams 1 

Gilchrist  Porter 1 

Henry  Bennett 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  Lanks — Messrs.  Albright,  AlllBon,  Ball,  Barbour, 
Henry  Bennett,  B«nson,  Bingham,  Bliss,  Bradahaw,  Buf- 


flnftton,  Burlingarae,  James  U.Campbell,  Lewis  D.  Camp- 
hell,  (Jhaifee,  Clawifon,  Colfax,  Cominn,  (.'rapn,Cuml>ack, 
Dauirell,  Timothy  Davi^.  Day,  Dfun,  De  Wirt,  Dirk,  Du-k- 
son,  Dodd,  DurtV-e,  Edie,  Emrie,  Flajrler.  Calloway,  Oid- 
din<t>),  GillM>rt,  Granger,  Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan, 
Holloway,  Thomas  tt.  IJorton,  Valentine  B.  Horton,  How- 
ard, Uughston,  Kelsey,  King,  Knapp,  Kni^lit,  Knowlton, 
Knox,  Leiter,  Mace,  MattO!*on,  McCarty,  Meacham,  Mor- 
gan, Morrill,  Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker, 
Pearce,  Pelion,  Pennington,  Pettit.  Pike,  Pringle,  Purvi- 
ance,  Ritchie,  Kobbins,  Kobison,  Sabin,  Sage,  Hap^,  Bher- 
mnn,  Himmons,  Hpinncr.  Stanton,  Stranahan,  Tappan, 
Thorington.  Thurston,  To<ld,  Tyson,  Wnde,  Walbridge, 
Waldron,  Cadwalader  C.  Washbunie,  Ellihu  B.  Wash- 
bume,  Israel  Washburn,  Watson,  Welch,  Wood,  Wood- 
ruff and  Woodworth. 

For  Mr.  Richardson — Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay, 
Barksdalc,  Bell,  llendley  S.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie, 
Boyce,  Branch,  Burnett,  Cadwalader,  Cnruthers,  Caskie, 
Clingman,  Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Craige, 
DavidHOii,  Denver,  Dowdell^  E!dmundson,  Elliott,  English, 
Faulkner,  Florence,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode,  Green- 
wood, Augustus  Hall,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomas  L. 
Harris,  Herbert,  Hickman,  Houston,  Jewett,  George  W. 
Joneti,  Keitt,  Kelly,  Kidwell,  Letcher,  Lumpkin,  Samuel 
S.  Marshall,  Maxwell,  McMullin,  McQueen.  Sniitli  Miller, 
MillKon,  Mordccai  Oliver,  Orr,  Peck,  Phelps,  Powell, 
Quitman, Ruffin,  Rust,  Sandidge,  Savage.  Panmel  A.  Smith, 
William  Smith,  Stephens,  Ste>\'art,  Tallwu,  Vail,  War- 
ner, Watkins,  Winslow,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  and  John  V. 
Wright. 

For  Mr.  Fui/er— Messrs.  Broom.  Julm  P.  Campbell,  Car- 
lile,  Cox,  Cullen,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Etheridge,  Eustis, 
Evans,  Foster,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Hoffman,  Kennctt, 
Lake,  Lindley,  Humphrey  Marsliall,  Alexander  K.  Mar- 
shall, Millward,  Paine,  Porter,  Purycar,  Reade,  R«ady,  Ri- 
caud,  Kivers,  VVilliam  R.  Smith,  Sneed,  Swope,  Trippe, 
Underwood,  Valk,  Walker,  Whitney,  and  Zollicortbr. 

For  Mr.  Pennington — Messrs.  Bishop,  Dunn,  Edwards, 
Harrison,  Haven,  Moore,  and  Scott. 

For  Mr.  HUliama—yU.  W'heeler. 

For  Mr.  Porter— Mr.  Henry  M.  Fuller. 

For  Mr.  Bennett — Mr.  Brenton. 

Mr.  KEITT  (when  his  name  was  called)  said: 
The  House  will  remember  the  somewhat  unpleas- 
ant discussion  yesterday  between  the  gentleman 
from  N(;w  York  [Mr.  Sage]  and  myself.  It  is 
contrary  to  my  character  and  habits  to  impugn 
the  motives  oi^  any  one,  or  to  inflict  discourtesy 
on  any  one.  It  is  equally  foreign  to  my  habits 
to  do  injustice  to  anv  one.  I  wish  now  to  say, 
after  glancing  over  tne  report  of  what  took  place, 
that  I  somewhat  misapprehended  the  language 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  York ;  and  I  see  also 
that  the  interrogatory  which  I  propounded  to  him 
might  be  liable  to  misconstruction,  or,  rather,  be 
regarded  as  harsh  and  discourteous.  I  wish  to 
disclaim  that  entirely.  The  language  I  used  af- 
terwards was  m«  ant  to  be  harsh,  but  i  see  nothing 
on  which  to  found  it;  and  now.  Without  any  ap- 
plication having  been  made  fb  me,  I  very  cncer- 
fully  express,  both  to  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  and  to  the  House,  my  regret  for  having 
used  it.     I  vote  for  Mr.  Richardsov. 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  with  the 
explanation  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina. I  regretted  the  occurrence  ofycsterday,  and 
I  wish  to  say,  in  addition,  that  1  have  had  the 
pleasure  of  the  gentleman  *s  acquaintance  for  two 
years,  and  there  is  no  gentleman  in  this  House 
for  whom  1  entertain  a  jiigher  respect  than  I  do 
for  him. 

Mr.  NICHOLS  (when  his  name  was  called) 
said:  I  desire  to  state,  that  Mr.  Mott  is  absent 
fVom  the  city  upon  urgent  business,  and  for  that 
reason  is  not  present  to  vote. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  said:  I  have  paired  off 
for  the  day  with  Mr.  Mott,  and  therefore  decline 
to  vole. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  also  announced  that  he  had 
paired  off  with  a  gentleman  from  New  York. 

Mr.  PEARCE  stated  that  Mr.  Trafton  was 
detained  from  the  House  through  sickness. 

Mr.  EOIE.  1  move  the  House  do  now  ad- 
journ. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly  (at  three  o'clock)  ad- 
journed till  Monday,  at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 

IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  January  14,  1856. 
Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Hevrt  C.  Dean. 
The  Journal  of  Thursday  last  was  read  and 
approved. 

ADJOURNMENT  TO  THURSDAY. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  STUART,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  when  the  Senate  adjourns,  it  be  to  meet  on 
Thursday  next. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  move  that  thft  Senate  ad- 
journ.   I  think  (if  I  may  b«  allowed  to  tay  a 


word)  that  the  Senate  should  be  consistent  vjih 
itself.  We  should  either  do  no  legislative  bwi- 
ness,  as  is  according  to  precedent,  until  the  Hou« 
shall  be  organized,  or  we  should  do  much  more 
than  we  have  done.  For  the  purpose  of  takio" 
the  sense  of  the  Senate  on  that  subject,  I  moTe 
that  the  Senate  do  now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Senate 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  Janxt4iry  14, 1856. 

The  House  was  called  to  order  by  the  Clerk  at 
twelve  o'clock  m. 

The  Journa\  of  Saturday  was  read  and  approred 
BIBLES  IN  tHE  CONGRESSIONAL  LIBRARY. 

Mr.  TRAFTON.  I  desire  the  attention  of  tl» 
House  but  for  a  moment  only.  I  was  detained  at 
home  by  sickness  on  Saturday  last,  but  in  look- 
ing over  the  proceedings  of  the  House  of  that 
day,  my  eye  lit  upon  some  remarks  reported  to 
have  been  uttered  by  the  honorable  fi;entleman 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  CampbiIll.]  Now,  sir,  I  do  not 
often  take  notice  of  what  newspapers  say,  be- 
cause newspaper  reports  are  not  always  reliable. 
But  I  exceedingly  regret  that  the  gentIiE>man  from 
Ohio  should  have  felt  bound,  in  congressional 
parlance,  to  inform  the  country  of  the  fact  that 
there  was  no  copy  of  the  Bible  in  the  Conjres- 
sional  Library.  In  the  report  which  I  hare 
before  me,  I  find  the  following  report  of  his  re- 
marks: 

"  He  [Mr.  Campbell]  had  a  Bcrap-liook,  fVom  which  b« 
wifitied  to  rend  for  their  information .  1 1  conuiin«d  the  Df mo- 
cratic  platfornk  in  ISSQ-— which  was  slavr.rj'.  Hnd  in  18M  both 
partieH  said  there  Bbould  be  no  n^lalion  of  (ilavcry-  He 
hrld  in  his  hand  two  plntfornrv*  which  he  approved  of,  th« 
Conittitntion  and  Declnrntion  of  Independence. 

*'  ne  would  have  had  a  Bible  in  order  to  read  the  platfmm 
that  in  ancient  time  was  made  in  the  mountains  of  Jud«, 
but  wiid  there  was  none  to  be  found  in  the  CormfwionaJ 
Library ;  there  was  one,  bnt  it  had  been  remoTcd  to  make 
place  for  the  works  of  £ugene  8u6." 

Now,  Mr.  Clerk,  if  the  gentleman  is  conrpcilf 
reported,  I  exceedingly  rogret  that  the  announce- 
ment  should  be  made  to  this  country  and  to  ih« 
world  that  the  Congressional  Library  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America  contained  no  copy  of  the 

Holy  Scriptures. 
Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio,  (interrupting.)  I 

would  sav  to  the  gentleman 

Mr.  TftAFTON.  If  the  gentleman  ii  not  cor- 
rectly reported,  I  have  nothing  more  to  say. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.      ~ 
the  gentleman  read } 

Air.  TRAFTON. 
Orcan,  of  this  city. 

Sir.  CAMPBELL. 


Prom'  what  paper  doci 
I   am  reading  from  the 


I  think  there  is  some  IB- 
accuracy  in  the  report.     What  I  intended  to  say, 
and  what  I  did  say  according  to  the  report  of  tne 
Congressional  Globe,  was,  that  I  vtiderstwd  thert 
was  no  copy  of  the  Scriptures  there;  and  1  ^J 
inform  the  gentleman  of  my  authoritv,  as  ^  <^' 
not  go  to  the  library  my.sclf,  fior  did  I  *?°"' ,  J. 
will  be  remembered  that  some  days  sffo,  m  a  oj 
cussion  between  the  honorable  gentlenian  trora 
Kentucky  [Mr.  Cox]  and  the  honorable  g«niie- 
,man  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Dunn,]  there  were  van- 
ous  quotations  made  from  Divine  Writ.    * 
conversation  with  a  gentleman,  I  "nderstoofl 
to  say  that   he   had   sent  to  the  CongreMioi^ 
Library  for  a  Bible,  and  that  there  was  none  w  w 
had  there.     Upon  that  authority  I  sa***  ^"'  - 
did ,  jocularly.     I  will  now  say  I  am  very  W 
to  niake  the  correction,  and  say  ^^' ?**_ni« 
both  mistaken.     I  am  glad  there  is  a  good  sjUP'JJ 


the  correction,  and  say 

iken.     I  am  glad  there  is  a  good  suDPi 

because  I  think  this  Congress  has  ?'**?  ^^Bf 
resort  frequently  to  that  work.     [La"&J)^^-j-. 

Mr.  GALLOWAY.     I  can  relieve  the  genu^ 
men's  anxiety  as  to  the  spiritual  desUtui 
the  Congressional  Library.     I  can  inform 
that  there  is  a  Bible  in  that  library.  /.^^j 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  If  the  genUeraan  "^  j 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Trafton]  wiU  permii  m^^ 
will  inform  him  that  there  is  a  copy  of  ^n^^^ 
upon  the  Speaker's  table.  I  have  consultea  i  ^^ 
otten,  and,  if  the  gentleman  feels  ana^io"^' 
have  the  same  opportunity.  .         ^^  the 

Mr.  TRAFTON.  I  did  not  think,  «P^; „i^ 
foundation  of  common  report,  that  ^"^j^^pr  »• 
should  be  misled  in  so  important  a 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  take  it  all  back,  l^"^ 
t«r.] 
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Mr.  TRAFTON.  I  think,  Mr.  Clerk,  the  gen- 
tleman cannot  be  affected  with  that  kind  of  super- 
stition which  Hencke  in  the  seventeenth  century 
characterized  as  BibtiolcUryy  as  he  could  not,  in 
that  case,  have  gone  ten  steps  in  the  library 
without  pitching  his  foot  against  this  idol.  There 
are  at  least  some  thirty-one  different  editions  of 
the  Holy  Scriptures  in  the  library,  and  twenty- 
four  or  nve  dinerent  editions  of  the  Nevr  Testa- 
ment; and  I  trust  that  hereafter  when  the  erentle- 
man  wants  a  copy  of  the  Scriptures,  he  wul  send 
directly  to  the  bbrary,  and  not  depend  upon 
report  in  so  important  a  matter. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  would  ask  the  honor- 
able gentleman,  who  ought  to  be  fully  informed, 
to  state  which  one  of  the  editions  he  would  recom- 
mend me  to  take  ? 

Mr.  TRAFTON.  I  answer:  I  believe  there  is 
a  very  nice  edition  in  the  Hawaiian  langua^;  and 
I  believe  there  is  a  translation  of  the  Scriptures 
into  the  native  Indian  language  of  Massachusetts, 
by  Elliott;  and  in  wliich  the  gentleman  will  find 
the  Native  American  platform  for  which  he  was 
searching.     [Laughter.] 

CORRECTION  OF  A  VOTE. 

Mr.  BROOM.  My  attention  has  been  called 
to  the  thirty-fourth  vote  for  Speaker  of  this  House, 
as  reported  in  the  Congressional  Globe.  In  that 
report  I  find  my  name  recorded  as  havine  voted 
for  Mr.  Banks.  Unwilling  that  it  should  stand 
unnoticed,  and  inasmuch  as  I  have  never  voted 
for  that  gentleman,  and  under  the  circumstances 
cannot  vote  for  him,  however  great  my  personal 
regard,  I  desire  to  haye  the  correction  made,  if 
so  it  appears  on  the  Journal.  I  would,  therefore, 
inquire  of  the  Clerk  if,  upon  the  records  of  the 
House  of  the  thirty-fourth  vote,  my  name  is  so 
recorded  ? 

The  CLERK.  The  official  record  has  been 
sent  for,  and  it  will  be  examined  and  corrected, 
if  the  gentleman's  name  is  found  recorded  for 
Mr.  Banks. 

Mr.  BROOM.  I  desire,  more  particularly, 
that  it  should  be  examined,  as,  in  this  record  be- 
fore me,  I  am  recorded  as  having  voted  for  both 
Mr.  Banks  and  Mr.  Fuller.  I  certainly  should 
not  have  voted  for  both  gentlemen  upon  the  same 
call  of  the  roll. 

At  a  subsequent  time. 

The  CLERK  announced  that  on  examination 
of  the  record  of  the  thirty-fourth  vote,  the  name 
of  Mr.  Broom  was  found  recorded  for  Mr.  Ful- 
ler, and  not  for  Mr.  Banks. 

THE  SPEAKERSHIP AGAIN. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  move  there  be  a  call  of 
the  House;  and  upon  that  I  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  call  for  tellers  upon  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Florence 
and  Knight  were  appointed. 

The  House  was  divided ;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  43;  noes  not  counted.  So  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered,  one  fifth  of  the  members  pres- 
ent voting  therefor. 

t  The  question  was  then  put;  and  there  were — 
yeas  84,  nays  119;  as  follows: 

YBA8— Mewn.  Aiken,  Allen,  B«rkKlale,  fioll,  Hendley 
8.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce,  Branch,  Broom,  Bur- 
nett, CadwaUuler,  John  P.  Campbell,  Carlile,  Carutiu-r?, 
Ca^kie,  Tlowell  Cobb.  Cox,  Craigo,  Dnvid&on,  Henry  Win- 
ter Davis,  Denver,  Dowdoll,  Dunn,  Edraundson,  Elliott, 
Eof\iahf  Etbcridge,  EiLiti*,  Evann,  Faulkner,  Florence, 
JlearyM.  Fuller,  ThomaH  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode,  Greenwood, 
Augui«tus  Hall,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Sampson  W.  Harri.s, 
Haven,  Herbert,  Hickman,  Hoffman,  Houston,  Jcvvett, 
Geor^  W.  Jones,  Keitt,  Kelly.  Kennett,  Lake,  Letcher, 
Luoikin,  Alexander  K.  Marsnall,  Samuel  6.  Marehall, 
MalRAU,  McMulIin,  McQueen,  iSniitli  Miller,  Millson, 
Moore,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Paine,  Peck,  Phelps,  Rcadc, 
Ready.  Ricaud,  llichanl^on,  Rufnn,  Bu^t,  Savage  Wil- 
liam R.  Smith,  Sneed,  Stewart,  Talbott,  Walker,  Warner, 
Watkins,  Wheeler,  Winslow,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  John  V. 
Wrigtit.  and  Zollicofler— 84. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Albright,  Allidon,  Ball,  Barbour,  Henry 
B^rnnctt,  Ben$<on,  BillinchurKt,  Bingham,  Bi:»hop,  Bli«i.>«, 
Bradshaw,  Brenton,  ButhnKton.  Burlingame,  James  U. 
Campbell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell.  ChatTce,  Clatvson,  CUng- 
raan,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Col([ax,  Comins,  Cragin, 
Ciillen,  Cumback,  Damrell,  Timothv  Davi:«,  Day,  Dean, 
Dick,  Dicluion,  Dodd,Durfeej£dic,  fid  wards,  Cmric,  F^ig- 
ler,  Foster,  Galloway,  Giddin^,  Gilbert,  Granger,  Grow, 
Robert  B.  Hall,  Uarinn,  Thomas  L.  Harris,  Holloway, 
Thomas  R.  Horton,  Valentine  B.  Hortou,  Howard,  Hughs- 
ton,  Kelsey,  Kidweil,  King,  Knapp,  Knight,  Knowlton, 
Knox,  Letter,  Mace,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Matteson,  Mc> 
<.'arty,  Meacham,  Miilward,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Nichols,  Nor- 
ton, Andrew  Oliver,  Orr,  Parker,  Pearce,  Pellon,  Penning- 
irm.  Pettii,  Pike,  Powell,  Pringic,  Purviance,  Quitman, 
fiilcliiCi  Rivera,  Robbins,  Robens,  Robison,  8obin,  Sage, 


Sandidge,  Sapp,  Scott,  Shennan,  Simmons,  Samuel  A. 
Smith,  Spinner,  Stanton  Stephens,  Stranahan,  Swope, 
Tappan,  Thorington,  Thurston,  Todd,  Trafton.  Trinpe, 
Tyson,  Underwcwd,  Vail,  Valk,  Wade,  Walbridge,  VVal- 
dron,  Cadwaladcr  C.  Washburne,  Eilihu  B.  WaHhburne, 
Inrael  Washburn,  Whitney,  Williams,  Wood,  and  Wood- 
ruff—119. 

So  the  House  determined  there  should  not  be 
a  call  of  the  House. 

Pending  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  BCX^OCK  announced  that  his  colleague, 
Mr.  Smith,  hqd  paired  off,  for  a  few  days,  with 
,Mr.  MoTT. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  vote  the  one  hun- 
dred and  ninth  time  for  Speaker,  with  the  following 
result:  Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  211;  neces- 
sary to  a  choice,  106;  of  wliich — 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks  received..... 95 

William  A.  Richardson 66 

Henry  M.  Fuller r 34 

Alexander  C.  M.  Pennington 8 

J.  Glancy  Jones 3 

James  L.  Orr 1 

John  Williamii 1 

Gilchrist  Porter I 

Benjamin  B.  Thurston 1 

Samuel  Caruthers 1 

John  A.  Quitiiian 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  Banks-^Met^iTn.  Albright,  Allison,  Ball,  Barbour, 
Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  Billingtmrst,  Bingham,  Bliss,  Brnd- 
shaw,  Biifiington,  Burlinn^ame,  James  H.  Campbell,  Lewis 
D.  Campbell,  Cliaffee,  Clawson,  Colfax,  Comins,  Crnfin, 
Cumback,  Damroll,  Timothy  Davi",  Day,  Dean,  De  Witt, 
Dick,  Dic'k?on,  Dodd,  Durlee,  Edie,  Emrie,  Flagler,  Gal- 
loway, Giddin^,  Gilbert,  Granger,  Grow,  Robert  B.  Ha41, 
Ilarl-an,  liolioway, Thomas  II.  Horton,  Valeniinc  B.  Ilorton, 
Howard,  Ilughsion,  Kelsey,  King,  Knapp,  Knight,  Knowl- 
ton, Knox,  Leiter,  Mace,  Matteson,  McCarty,  Meacham, 
Morgan,  Morrill,  Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker, 
Pearce,  Pelton,  Penninston,  I'ettit,  Pike.  Pringle,  Purvi- 
ance, Ritchie,  Roberts,  Robiiiion,  Sabin,  Sage,  Sapi),  Slier- 
mun,  Simmons,  Bpinncr,  Stanton,  Stranalian.  Tappan, 
Thorington,  Thureton.Todd,  Traflon,  Tyson,  Wade,  Wal- 
bridge, Waldron,  Caflwalader  C.  Washburne,  Eilihu  B. 
W^ashbume,  Israel  Washbuni,  Watson,  Welch,  Wood, 
Woodruff,  and  Wood  worth.         . 

F&r  Mr.  Richttrdson — Messrfl.  Aiken,  Allen.  Barclay, 
Barksdale,  Bell,  Hendley  S.  Bennett,  Bococr,  Bowie, 
Branch,  Burnett,  Cadwulader,  Carulhers,  Caskie,  Cling- 
man,  Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Craige,  David- 
»Kiri,  Denver,  Dowdoll,  Edmundson,  Elliott,  English,  Faulk- 
ner, Florence,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode,  Greenwood, 
Atupistus  Hall,  Siunp^ion  W.  Harris  Thomas  L.  HarrLs, 
Herbert,  Hiekman,  Hou^fm,  Jeweit,  George  W.  Jones, 
Kelly,  Kidweil,  Letcher,  Lumpkin,  Samuel  S.  MnDJhallj 
Maxwell,  McMullin,  Smith  Miller,  Millson,  Monlocai 
Oliver,  Orr,  Peek,  Phelps,  Powell,  (Xuitman,  Rnffin,  Rust, 
Sandidge,  Savage,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  Stephens,  Stewart, 
Talhnit,  Vail,  Warner,  Watkins,  Well$,  Winslow,  Daniel 
B.  Wriglit,  and  John  V.  Wright. 

For  Mr.  Fu2/<t— Messrs.  Broom,  John  P.  Campbcfl,  Car- 
lile, Bayard  Clark,  Cox,  Cullen,  Henry  Winter  Davis, 
Ethcridge,  Evans,  Eustis,  Foster,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Hoff- 
man, Kennett,  Lake,  Lindley,  Alexander  K.  Marshall, 
Humphrey  Marshall.  Miilward,  Paine,  Porter,  Reade,  Ready, 
Kicaud,  Rivers,  Wil!iam  R.  .Sinilh,  Sueed,  Swope,  Trippe, 
UuderwcKid,  Valk,  Walker.  Whitney,  and  Zollicoffer. 

For  Mr.  Pennington— yiessTs.  Bishop,  C^awson,  Dunn, 
£<1  wards,  Harrison,  Moore,  Bobbins,  and  Scott. 

For  Mr.  Jones— Messrs.  Boyce  and  McUueen. 

For  Mr.  Orr— Mr.  Williams. 

For  Mr.  FFii/wi/w— Mr.  Wheeler.  * 

For  Mr.  Porter— Mr.  Henry  M.  Fuller. 

For  Mr.  TAurtton— Mr.  Brenton. 

For  Mr.  CariUhen— Mr.  Richardson. 

For  Mr.  CluUmun— Mr.  Keitt. 

Mr.  BRENTON  (when  his  name  was  called) 
said:  I  have  been  voting  for  a  number  of  days 
past  for  the  honorable  gentleman  ftom  New  York, 
TMr.  Bennett.]  Since  tlie  adjournment  of  the 
House  on  Saturday,  my  party  have  held  a  cau- 
cus, and  they  have  unanimously  agreed,  in  the 
spirit  of  compromise  and  concession,  to  with- 
draw that  gentleman's  name  for  the  present  from 
the  canvass;  and,  until  we  shall  have  another 
caucus  to  determine  upon  our  future  course,  I 
shall  vote,  as  I  do  now,  for  Mr.  Thurston. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  LINDLEY  (when  his  name  was  called) 
said;  I  avail  myself,  Mr.  Clerk,  of  this  oppor- 
tunity to  conclude  the  few  remarks  I  desired  to 
make  on  Friday  last,  but  was  prevented  from 
doing  by  the  expiration  of  the  ton  minutes  al- 
lowed me  under  tlio  rule.  I  was  then  making 
a  reply  to  my  colleague  from  Missouri,  [Mr. 
Caruthers,]  in  respect  to  some  charges  which 
he  had  made  a^inst  the  e entlcman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr.  Fuller,]  tor  whom  I  have  been 
casting  my  vote.  What  has  occurred  upon  this 
floor  snice  that  time,  and  the  positions  since  taken 
here  by  the  candidates  of  the  respective  parties, 
make  it  unnecessary  that  I  should  proceed  with 
that  matter  any  further. 

The  position  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from 


Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Fuller]  is  now  such  as  to 
be  not  only  satisfactory  to  that  gentleman,  but 
to  every  southern  and  national  man  upon  this  flour 
or  elsewhere.  My  friend  from  Missouri*  [Mr. 
Caruthers,]  like  myself,  has  been  a  Whij]j  from 
his  boyhooQ.  We  both  came  here  as  Whigs 
fVom  Missouri;  our  position  is  naturally  together, 
and  our  interests  require  that  we  should  act  to- 
gether; and  I  firmly  believe  that  in  all  important 
legislation  which  snail  follow  the  organization  of 
the  House,  we  will  be  found  together. 

In  respect  simply  to  the  organization  of  the 
House,  or  selection  of  a  presiding  officer,  that 
,,  gentleman  [Mr.  Caruthers]  has  thought  proper 
to  pursue  one  course,  and  I  have  deemed  it  witnin 
my  line  of  duty  to  pursue  another  and  a  different 
one.  It  has  been  impossible  for  me  to  vote  for 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Richardson,] 
because,  sir,  if  there  is  one  thing  more  than 
another  tliat  I  wish  to  do  on  this  floor,  it  is  to 
reflect  faithfully  and  truly  the  "will  of  my  con- 
stituents. They  are  Democratic  constituents,  it 
is  true.  The  district  which  I  represent  is  a 
Democratic  one.  But,  sir,  the  people  of  that 
district,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn  their 
sentiments  from  beinff  actually  with  them  and 
visiting  them,  do  not  Dclieve  in  the  integrity  of 
this  Administration.  They  believe  that  its  policy 
has  been  wron^  from  the  beginning;  that  it  has 
been  endeavoring  to  bind  together  all  the  fag- 
ends  of  the  parties  which  brought  it  into  power, 
in  order  that  it  may  preserve  power;  and  that, 
in  that  troublesome  effort,  it  nas  forgotten  and 
neglected  the  peace,  interest,  and  welfare  of  the 
country.  They  believe  that  it  is  a  party  game, 
and  not  a  line  of  true  statesmanship,  which  that 
Administration  has  followed.  I  cannot,  therefore, 
in  the  faithful  discharge  of  my  duty  to  my  con- 
stituents, indorse  that  Administration  by  voting 
for  the  candidate  of  its  choice  and  selection  on  th^ 
floor. 

I  have  no  personal  objection  to  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Richardson,]  as  every  one 
who  is  acquainted  with  me  knows.  He  is  my 
neighbor,  from  an  adjoining  district,  althougn 
from  a  different  State ,  and  he  is  a  gentleman  whom 
I  respect.  I  was  glad  to  hear  him  take  the  posi- 
tion which  he  did,  on  Saturday,  in  reference  to 
the  power  of  Congress  over  tlie  subject  of 
slavery  in  the  Territories.  He  assumed  the  pre- 
cise position  in  regard  to  that  matter  that  is  held^ 
by  tne  great  body  of  the  Whigs  in  Missouri, 
with  whom  I  have  heretofore  acted,  and  who 
have,  on  that  very  account,  been  denounced  by 
the  Administration  Democrats  of  that  State  as 
Free-Soil  Whigs.  I  was  glad  to  see  the  gentle- 
man from  Illinois  take  that  position,  and  I  thank 
him  for  it.  It  either  vindicates  those  Whigs  of 
Missouri,  und  relieves  them  from  tliat  odious 
charge  of  Frec-Soilism,  or  it  commits  the  entire 
Administration  party  to  it.  That  is  one  reason, 
Mr.  Clerk,  why  I  cannot  vote  for  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois. 

I  cannot  vole  for  him  for  another  reason.  I 
have  listened  with  much  attention  to  the  speeches 
of  candidates  on  this  floor,  the  other  aay,  de- 
fining their  positions.  The  object  of  the  Ad- 
ministration is  either  to  absorb  all  opposition  in 
the  South,  or  to  drive  it  into  the  arms  of  the  men 
of  the  North,  that  it  may  thereby  be  crushed  at 
home,  and  thus  the  whole  political  power  of  tho 
South  be  solidified  on  tlie  basis  oi  the  support 
of  the  Administration;  and  thus  would  they 
establish  a  purely  geo)^raphical  party,  and  con- 
summate that  sectionalism  which  is  already  too 
much  developed  here  for  the  peace  and  safety  of 
the  country.  ^ 

What  is  theposition  of  the  gentlemen  on  the 
other  sicTc.^  Wliat  is  the  position  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  here,  as  it  is  termed.^  It  is  to  arivo 
the  opposition  elements  in  the  South  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  Administration,  in  order  that  they 
may  thereby  solidifV  the  political  power  of  the 
North  on  their  platform — that  of  the  Republican 
party.  Here,  then,  we  have  these  two  mtcrcsts 
pulhng  against  each  other,  and  pulling  against 
tlie  very  existence  of  the  Government  itself. 

And  what  have  we  heard  on  this  floor  from 
the  two  parties?  We  have  heard  tlie  candidate 
of  the  Republican  party — and  ho  a  leading  man 
at  the  North — declaring  here  that  he  is  willinc:, 
under  certain  circumstances,  to  **  let  the  Union 
slide."  That  language,  coming  from  a  son  of 
Massocluisetts  at  this  day^-how  does  it  compare 
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with  the  laiieuae:e  of  that  fi^reat  son  of  Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr.  Webster,]  that  greatest  intellect 
of  thct  world,  in  his  celebrated  speech  on  the 
Poote  resolution,  and  in  that  brilliant  peroration 
which  yet  thrills  the  American  heart  from  one  end 
to  the  other  of  this  broad  Confederacy?  "  He 
was  not  in  the  habit  of  hanging  over  the  preci- 
pice of  disunion,  to  see  whether  he  could,  with 
nis  short  sight,  fathom  the  abyss  below.  Nor 
was  he  accustomed  to  think  him  a  safe  counselor 
in  the  affairs  of  government  whose  mind  should 
be  mainly  bent  on  considering,  not  how  the 
Union  could  be  preserved,  but  how  tolerable 
would  be  the  condition  of  the  people  when  it 
should  be  broken  up  and  dissolved. 

And  yet,  sir,  while  these  glorious  sentiments 
are  still  living  in  the  American  heart,  we  find 
this  son  df  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Banks,]  sup- 
ported by  one  hundred  and  five  or  one  hundred 
and  seven  northern  men,  declaring  on  this  floor 
a  hypothetical  dissolution  of  the  Union.  Yes, 
sir,nc  looks  calmly  forward  to  that  event,  and 
contemplates  it  without  emotion.  He  could  stand 
and  behold  the  destruction  of  this,  the  most 
splendid  structure  of  civil  government  that  was 
ever  reared  to  bless  mankind,  and  not  put  for- 
\vard  his  hand  to  prevent  its  fall,  if  it  has  been 
protective  of  that  institution  which  existed  in 
nearly  all  tlie  States  at  the  time  of  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution.  And  on  what  grouna  are 
he  and  his  party  thus  arraying  themselves  on  a 
geographical  basis,  and  fostering  this  sectionalism 
so  dangerous  to  the  Confederacy  ?  On  the  ground 
that  he  is  a  Representative  of  tne  strongest  anti- 
slavery  district  in  the  North;  and  that  the  people 
of  the  North  were  determined  that  this  course 
should  be  pursued.  And  they  here  present  them- 
selves not  only  as  anti-slavery  men,  but  as  north- 
em  men,  ana  on  the  issue  that  the  Missouri 
compromise  shall  be  restored.  The  Missouri 
compromise  line — they  say — is  important  to  the 
position  of  the  North.  If  that  were  true,  it 
would  seem  more  to  accord  with  a  sense  of  pro- 
priety that  the  men  who  resisted  the  passage  of 
the  Nebraska  bill  and  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri 
compromise,  should  stand  up  here  and  say  that 
they  insist  on  tlie  restoration  of  that  compromise. 
But  where  are  they  ?  Where  are  the  men  who 
stood  up  then,  ani  brought  their  brilUant  elo- 
quence to  bear  against  the  passage  of  the  Ne- 
braska bill?  Where  arc  the  Uphams  and  the 
Walleys  of  that  Stale,  [Massachusetts,]  whose 
powerful  arguments  and  deep  pathos  might  have 
shaken  sonte  of  us  in  our  determination  to  touch 
what  they  considered  to  be  a  time-honored  com- 
promise ?  Why,  after  battling  here  as  they  did, 
and  as  all  of  them  at  that  time  felt  it  their  duty 
to  do,  they  went  home  and  were  buried  beneatn 
thousands  and  thousands  of  majorities. 

And  where  are  the  others  ?  Where  are  the  men 
of  the  northern  States  who  stood  on  this  floor 
then,  defending  the  Missouri  compromise,  and 
resisting  the  passage  of  the  Nebraska  bill? 
Where  arc  they  ?  Some  twenty  or  thirty  of  them 
went  home,  ran  their  race,  and  were  condemned 
by  the  people  of  the  country;  at  least  we  find 
their  places  here  filled  by  new  men.  Is  that" evi- 
dence that  the  people  of  the  North  desire  to  con- 
tinue this  agitation  ?  I  say  that  it  is  evidence  of 
the  contrary;  and  I  believe  firmly  that  there  is 
not  a  desire  in  the  hearts  of  the  masses  of  the 
northern  jjeople  that  this  thing  shall  be  further 
disturbed.  I  believe  that  the  gentlemen  from  the 
North  who  support  that  principle,  and  who  make 
the  non-disturbance  of  the  question  part  of  the 
platform  on  which  they  stand,  will  be  sustained 
in  their  region  of  country.  I  have  confidence, 
Mr.  Clerk,  in  the  integrity  of  the  people  of  the 
North,  from  the  evidence  which  I  have  adduced, 
and  from  the  knowledge  which  I  have  of  the  people 
themselves.  In  my  own  section  of  the  country, 
northern  men  form  a  great  portion  of  the  people. 
They  are  from  the  northwestern  States,  as  well 
as  fVom  the  Elast,  and  from  all  the  northern  States. 
My  knowledge  of  them  proves  them  to  be  as 
loyal  and  true  to  the  interests  and  institutions  of 
the  State  in  which  they  live,  [Missouri,]  and 
which  1  have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent  here, 
as  any  set  of  people  there,  come  they  from  whence 
they  may. 

Entertaining  this  view  of  the  two  great  parties 
in  the  contest — the  one  the  Administration  party 
endeavoring  to  soUdify  the  South,  and  the  other 
tlic  Repubhcan  party  endeavoring  to  d«  the  like 
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in  the  North — believing  them  to  be  both  sec- 
tional parties  endeavoring  to  set  up  geographical 
lines — I  feel  it  my  duty  to  vote  for  the  candi- 
date of  neither,  but  to  continue  my  support  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Fuller,] 
with  that  band  of  men  whose  conduct  in  that 
respect  will  be,  I  feel  convinced,  commended  by 
their  constituents,  although  it  may  be  condemned 
by  those  who  support  the  two  ^eat  parties.  In- 
stead of  upholding  and  promoting  the  designs  of 
these  two  parties,  they  are  endeavoring  to  stand 
by  the  Union.     I  am  with  them. 

I  deem  that  to  be  my  natural  place,  and  so  there 
I  stand. 

If  there  is  one  sentiment  which,  from  my  child- 
hood, I  have  cherished  more  than  another,  it  is  a 
love  for  the  institutions  of  my  country;  and  if 
there  is  any  desire  greater  than  another  with  the 
people  of  the  district  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
represent,  it  is,  Mr.  Clerk,  for  the  perpetuation 
of  those  institutions  of  Government,  the  de- 
struction of  which  is  the  natural  tendency  of 
those  two  great  parties.  I  am  therefore  with  that 
gallant  little  band  of  men,  call  them  by  what 
name  or  party  you  may,  who,  opposing  both 
these  groat  parties,  and  occupying  conservative 
ground,  stand  up  for  that  position  which  will 
insure  peace  to  the  country.  I  am  with  them 
against  the  Republican  party,  and  against  your 
Administration. 

The  Clerk  completed  the  coll  of  the  roll,  and 
announced  the  vote  as  above. 

« 

The  Clerk  again  called  the  roll,  and  the  follow- 
ing was  the  result  of  the  one  hundred  and  tenth 
vote:  Whole  numberof  votes  cast,  209;  necessary 
to  a  choice,  105;  of  which — 

Natbnniel  P.  Banks  received .95 

WUliaiu  A.  Ricliardson 65 

Henry  M.  Fuller ^ 33 

Alexander  C.  M.  Pennington 6 

J.  Gtnncy  Jones. 3 

John  VVUIianw 1 

Bonjamin  B.  Thurston 1 

Gilchrist  Porter 1 

Hamuel  Cnrutheni 1 

James  L.  Orr 1 

John  A.Quitman 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

ForJtfr.Bon^— Messrs.  Albright,  Allison,  Ball,  Barbour, 
Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  BilUnghurst,  Bingliam,  Blii>«,  Brad- 
ohaw,  Bufiington,  Burilnipune,  James  H.  Cnmpbcll,  Lewis 
D.  Campbf  II,  Chaffee,  Colfax,  Comins,  Cm^n,  Cumback, 
Damrell,  Timothy  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  De  Witt, Dick,  Dick- 
Hon,  Dndd,  Durfec,  Edie,  Emrie,  Flagler,  Galloway,  Gid- 
dings,  Gilt»ert,  Granger,  Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan,  Hol- 
loway,  Thomas  U.  Hortun,  Valentine  B.  Horton.  Howard, 
Hiiglivton,  Kolsey,  King,  Knapp,  Knight,  Knowlton,Knox, 
Leitcr,  Mace,  Matteson,  McCarty,  Meacham,  Morgan,  Mor- 
rill, Nichols,  Norton,  Aadrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Pearce,  Pel- 
ton,  Pennington,  Pettit,  Pike,  Pringle,  Purviance^  Ritchie, 
Roberts,  Robison,  Sabin,  Bage,  Sapp,  Sherman,  Simmons, 
Spinner,  Stanton,  Stranalian,  Tappan,  Thorington,  Thurs- 
ton, Todd,  Trnfton,  Tyson,  Wade,  Walbridge,  Waldron, 
Cadwalader  C.  Washbume,  Ellihu  B.  Washhume,  Inrael 
Washburn,  Watson,  Welch,  Wood,  Woodruff,  and  Wood- 
worth.  % 

For  Mr.  Rickard$on  —  Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay, 
Barkfldale,  Bell,  Hendley  S.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie, 
Branch,  Bumett,Cadwalader.  Caruther8,Cajikie,Clingman, 
Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Craigo,  Davidson, 
Denver,  Dowdell,  Edmundson,  Elliott,  Engliiih,  Faulkner, 
Florence,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goodo,  Greenwood,  Augus- 
tus Hall,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomas  L.  Harris,  Herbert, 
Hickman,  HoustoiK  Jewett, George  W.Jones, Keitt, Kelly, 
Kidwell,  Letcher,  Lumpkin,  Samuel  S.  Marsliall,  Maxwell, 
MeMullin,  Smith  Miller,  Millson,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr, 
Peck,  Phelps,  Powell,Rumn,  Rust,  Sandtdge,  Savage,  Sam- 
uel A.  Smith,  Stephens,  Stewart.  Talbott,  Vail,  Warner, 
Watkins,  Wells,  Winslow,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  and  John  V. 
Wright. 

Far  Mr.  Fuller — Messrs.  Broom,  John  P.  Campbell,  Car- 
Hie,  Cox,  Cullen,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Etheridge,  Eustis, 
Evans,  Foster,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Hoffman,  Kennett, 
Lake,  Lindley,  Alexander  K.  Marshall,  Humphrey  Mar- 
shall, Millwu^,  Payne,  Porter,  Reade,  Ready,  Ricaud, 
Rivers,  William  R.  Smitn,  Sneed,  Swople,  Trippe,  Under- 
wood, Valk,  Walker,  Whitney,  and  Zollicoffer. 

For  Mr.  Pennington — Messrs.  Bishop.  CInwson,  Dunn, 
Edwards,  Harrison,  Moore,  Robbins,  ana  Scott. 

For  Mr,  J.  Glancy  Jones— Messrs.  McQueen  and  Boyce. 

For  Mr.  WiUiams-Mr.  Wheeler. 

For  Mr.  Thur»lon—Mr.  Brenton. 

F\>r  Mr.  Porter— Mr.  Henry  M.  Fuller. 

For  Mr.  Caruthers—Mr.  Richardson. 

For  Mr.  Orr— Mr.  WiUiams. 

For  Mr.  Qui/mati— Mr.  Keitt. 

Mr.  BRENTON.  I  desire  to  avail  myself  of 
the  kindness  of  the  House,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  what  is  called  here  a.  persotial  explanation. 
It  is  very  seldom  that  I  pay  any  attention  to  what 
is  said  by  newnpaper  editors  or  scribblers  for  or 
against  me,  and  more  particularly  when  what  }H 
said  ao^ainst  me  comes  from  one  opposed  to  me 
in  pohtics.     But,  sir,  when  my  position  is  mis- 


represented by  a  professed  political  friend,  when 
wnat  I  have  said  has  been  misstated,  and  that  with 
a  design  to  prejudice  the  minds  of  those  whom  I 
represent,  it  is  my  duty  to  correct  such  misrepre- 
sentations. 

Mr.  Clerk,  "  when  in  the  course  of  human 
events,"  n  citizen  occupying  an  humble  and  re- 
tired position,  is  suddenly  manufactured  into  a 
^reat  nian,  and  is  found  unconsciously  control- 
ling the  deliberations  of  a  National  Legislature, 
**  a  decent  respect  for  public  opinion,"  [laughter,] 
justice  to  himself  and  the  country  at  large,  requires 
that  he  should  so  far  explain  himself,  that  the 
unwary  may  not  fall  beneath  his  ma«^c  power. 
I  find  myself  occupying  this  high  position,  with 
all  its  fearful  responsibilities.  But,  seriously,  at 
the  commencement  of  this  session  I  took  a  re- 
tired seat,  and  steadily  and  quietly  responded  as 
my  name  was  called,  "ay  or  no,  **  Campbell 
or  Banks,"  according  to  circumstances;  and  I 
continued  in  this  position  up  to  the  5th  day  of 
January.  Then,  it  will  be  remembered,  I  ex- 
pressea  to  the  House  my  solicitude  that  there 
should  be  a  speedy  organization,  and  I  took  oc- 
casion to  suggest  the  propriety,  if  an  election 
was  not  eifected  on  that  day  $  of  casting  about  and 
seeing  if  some  one  could  not  be  found  on  whom  a 
majority  of  the  House  might  concentrate  their 
votes,  and  thus  effect  that  organization  so  earn- 
estly desired  by  all,  and  imperiously  demanded 
by  the  interests  of  the  country. 

But,  sir,  to  my  surprise,  I  found  that  this 
simple  suggestion  had  produced  not  only  a  ••  pro- 
foimd  sensation,"  but  "sadness  and  surprise," 
in  the  minds  "  of  the  true  and  steadfast  men  who 
have  been  supporting  Mr.  Banks,  in  order  to 
elect  him;"  and  further  "the  stragglers,  trim- 
mers, and  bolters  of  all  sorts,"  even  the  "  arowed 
and  manful  slavery  extensionists,"  were  filled 
with  "exultation  and  joy;"  while  the  whole 
"  scene  was  one  to  be  remembered  to  the  end  of 
along  life."  Nor  was  this  all;  my  suggestion 
had  tlie  astonishing  effect  of  discouraging  and 
disappointing  "the  confident  expectation  of  im- 
mediate success,"  and  of  "  paralyzing  those  Dem- 
ocrats who  are  ready  to  give  us  a  plurality  Tote, 
and  thus  end  the  struggle." 

Now,  sir,  to  those  Democratic  gentlemen  whom 
I  have  unwittingly  afflicted  with  paralysis,  I  ad- 
vise them  very  speedily  to  apply  the  hydropathic 
remedy,  in  order  that  tney  may  again  oe  restored 
to  activity  and  sound  health.  [Laughter.]  And 
now  to  snow  that  I  have  been  drawing  no  fancy 
picture,  I  will  read  a  dispatch  which  was  sent 
off  from  this  city  on  the  day  (Sunday)  following 
the  remarks  to  which  I  have  alluded.  Here  it 
is: 

**  WABmNOTON,  Jontiary  6, 1606. 

"  Mr.  Batirroic's  demonstration  afainst  Mr.  Bakks.  yes- 
terday, weakens  our  confident  expectation  of  tramediBes 
success,  but  we  still  cherish  hopes  ot' an  election  tomorcnw. 
Some  of  our  friends  who  ought  to  be  here  have  paired  of^ 
but  I  simll  be  very  much  disappointed  if  Mr.  Banks  ts  not 
elected  this  week.  I  cannot  hear  that  any  one  proposM 
to  leave  him,  unless  Mr.  Brekton.  Uis  speccli  hmts  us 
most  by  paralyzing  ihose  Democrats  who  are  ready  to  pte 
us  a  plurality  vote,  and  thus  end  the  stracgle." 

This,  sir,  was  sent  abroad  on  the  wings  of  the 
lightning,  placing  me  in  the  position,  as  it  were, 
of  ruling  the  destinies  of  this  House,  and  jmra- 
lyzing  the  action  of  the  Democratic  party.  Well, 
sir,  all  I  have  to  say  on  this  point  is,  that  I  am 
sorry  they  did  not  remain  paralyzed  a  su/Hcient 
length  of  time  to  allow  a  majority  to  elect  a 
Speaker.  [Laughter.]  1  am  sorry  the  paralysis 
did  not  operate  more  successfully  in  that  respect. 

I  now  read  from  a  letter  bearing  date  the  Sih 
of  January — the  unfortunate  day  on  whis^ny 
greatness  commenced:  ^^ 

"  The  sadness  and  surprise  evinced  on  the  coontenaaets 
of  the  true  and  steadfast  men  who  have  been  supportiaf 
Mr.  Banks  in  order  to  elect  him;  the  exultation  ajid  joy 
of  the  Ktragi^lers,  trimmers,  and  bolters  of  all  sorts,  as  well 
as  of  the  avowed  and  manful  slavery  extcnsioni«<ts ;  this 
wa^  a  scene  to  be  remembered  to  the  end  of  a  kmgjiie." 

By  this,  taken  in  connection  with  the  tele- 
graphic announcement,  you  discover  that  I  am 
really  elevated  at  once  to  the  high  position  in 
which  I  am  controlling  the  action  of  this  House 
in  theirprotracted  struggle  to  elect  a  Speaker,  and 
making  an  impression  that  is  to  be  indelible,  and 
establishing  a  fame  that  is  to  be  perpetuated 
during  "a  long  life." 

Now,  sir,  I  do  not  feel  that  I  am  worthy  to 
bear  such  high  honors  alone.  I  am  not  wiUing 
to  be  intrust  with  so  mhch  power;  and  I  am 
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BOW  disposed  to  give  to  my  fellow-members  a 
portion  of  the  power  which  it  seems  I  possess,  as 
well  as  the  responsibility. 

But  there  is  another  point  in  this  same  com- 
munication which  deserves  attention.  The  writer 
says  he  wishes  the  **  honest,  faithful  opponents 
of  slavery  extension,  who  have  twice  elected  Mr. 
Brentom  to  Congress  on  that  issue,  when,  on 
other  political  groimds,  the  district  would  have 
gone  against  him,  could  have  looked  down  from 
the  gallery  while  he  was  making  this  demonstra- 
tion." Would,  sir,  that  my  constituents  had 
been  ranging  those  galleries  from  the  commence- 
ment of  thiB  session !  Intelligent  as  they  are,  and 
capable,  to  some  extent,  of  ascertaining  and  dis- 
cerning the  motives  which  actuate  Representa- 
tives here,  I  should  not  have  feared  to  have  their 
eyes  rest  upon  me.  They  are  intelligent  men; 
and,  sir,  they  are  blest,  to  a  very  large  extent, 
with  a  commodity  very  scarce  in  some  quarters — 
that  is,  common  sense.  They  are  practical  men, 
possessing  the  power  of  discrimination;  they  arc 

Xble  of  discerning  between  an  earnest,  honest 
t  to  effect  the  oi^nization,  so  much  desired 
in  tliis  House,  and  opposition  to  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Banks.] 

Mr.  Clerk ,  there  is  not  a  man  in  this  House 
who  has  voted  for  Mr.  Bakks  with  more  candor 
or  sincerity,  or  who  has  wished  for  his  success 
more  ardently  than  myself.  I  commenced  voting 
for  him  under  the  protest  of  his  friends,  when  his 
own  immediate  colleagues  were  voting  for  some- 
body else.  Under  those  circumstances  I  cast 
my  vote  for  Banks,  and  continued  to  do  so  in 
perfect  good  faith  so  long  as  I  saw  a  reasonable 
prospect  of  his  success;  and  then  I  simply  sug- 
gested the  propriety  of  selecting  another  man. 
But,  again  this  writer  says:  **  Mr.  Brenton  has 
been  restive  and  uneasy  for  some  time,  and  has 
threatened  this  movement  in  conversation  with 
several.**  "Well,  sir,  I  confess  that  I  have  been 
restive  and  uneasy  for  some  time  at  the  predica- 
ment in  wliich  we  stand  before  the  country,  not 
in  reference  to  the  success  or  defeat  of  any  par- 
ticular man,  but  in  reference  to  the  success  of  the 
freat  principle  which  I  came  here  to  represent, 
^ith  me,  principle  is  everything — men  are  noth- 
ing. 1  have  no  favorites.  I  stand  here  to-day, 
as  I  have  done  from  the  commencement,  to  cast 
my  vote  for  the  man  representing  my  principle, 
wno  is  most  likely  to  succeed  in  securing  the 
number  of  votes  necessary  to  effect  his  election. 
One  other  point,  and  1  have  done  for  the  pres- 
ent. In  a  communication  by  the  same  writer,  on 
the  same  day,  several  reasons  are  given  why  Mr. 
Banks  had  not  been  elected,  and  among  others  I 
find  the  following: 

"  Sonic  half  a  dozen  proresscd  Anti-Nebra<)ka  men  who 
vote  for  Banks  by  daylight,  and  then  plot  in  the  dark  to  de- 
feat him,  and  who  daily  exhort  and  entreat  the  Richard- 
■OM  and  Poller  men  to  hold  on,  stick  to  Uieir  candidates, 
and  never  allow  the  plurality  vote  to  be  adopted.  These 
men  have  not  yet  ventured  to  bolt,  though  they  have  often 
promised  and  threatened  it ;  but  they  don  great  deal  more 
barm  to  Banks^s  prospects  than  they  could  do  if  they  were 
hit  open  enemies.  Had  they  never  voted  for  Mr.  Banks 
until  prepared  in  good  faJtli  to  support  him,  he  would  have 
long  since  been  chosen.  Now  they  keeptlie  Kicuardson 
and  FoLLEK  men  in  constant  expectation  that  our  column 
will  break,  and  that  Orb  orBovcs  may  then  be  chosen  by 
a  plurality  before  we  can  unite  oor  vote  on  anybody  ehse." 

And  in  another  place  he  says  that  demonstra- 
tion was  the  result  of  these  undergroiMid  plot- 
tings.  Here  honorable  tmd  high-minded  gentle- 
men are  openly  charged  with  duplicity. 

To  show  that  I  have  not  put  too  strong  a  con- 
struction upon  the  matter,  I  will  read  the  closing 
p^l^tiph  of  the  letter,  and  I  want  those  who  are 
C(flpiied  in  this  '*  underground  plotting"  to  take 
it  to  themselves.  For  myself,  I  repudiate  the 
whole  of  it. 

"  If  the  hollow-hearted  voters  for  Banks^  who  mean  that 
he  shall  never  be  chosen,  would  support  hira  in  ifood  faith 
fw  one  week,  he  would  certainly  be  Bpeakcr  nt  the  end  of 
|J-  The  moment  the  pro-slavery  parties  cease  to  hope  and 
look  for  the  breaking  of  our  column,  tliey  will  let  us  elect 
»y  a  plurality.  I  hope  that  rule  may  be  adopted  on  Monday 
or  Tuesday ;  if  it  is  not,  let  the  public  watch  the  vote  and 
•^  who  Calls  off  from  Banks,  and  they  will  know  who 
"»lly  prevented  it.  U.  G.»» 

Here  the  hammer  fell.  [Loud  cries  of  "  Go 
on!''  "Goon!"] 

No  objection  being  made, 

Mr.  B.  proceeded.  I  have  but  one  word  more 
to  «ay.  I  have  not  made  these  remarks  from  any 
onkindness  towards  the  writer  of  that  dispatch 
*nd  letter.    I  would  not  hurt  a  hair  on  t-he  top 


of  his  head  if  I  could.  [Laughter.]  It  is  due  to 
myself  to  state  these  things,  because  I  am  embar- 
rassed at  the  immense  power  I  have  been  exerting 
in  this  House. 

1  repeat  what  I  have  already  said,  that  I  am 
now,  and  always  have  been,  ready  and  willing  to 
vote  for  any  man  representing  my  principles  on 
the  question  which  now  divides  the  House;  and 
there  is  but  one  view  that  can  be  taken  of  my 
position  which  will  justify  the  charge  of  opposi- 
tion to  Mr.  Banks,  and  tiiat  is,  if  the  personal 
friends  who  have  him  in  keeping  are  determined 
that  he  shall  be  elected,  or  this  House  shall  never 
be  organized,  then  I  am  against  him,  or  any  other 
man  who  will  assume,  or  suffer  his  friends  to 
assume,  such  a  position. 

At  another  time,  Mr.  Clerk,  I  design  to  say 
something  which  does  bear  directly  on  thw  causes 
of  the  existing  delay  in  our  organization.  I  will 
only  remark  now,  tnat  I  have  announced  that  my 
party  held  a  caucus;  that  it  was  unanimous;  there 
was  no  discord  in  it  whatever.  I  will  give  it  as 
my  opinion,  that  if  the  anti -Nebraska  men  of 
this  House  had  held  a  caucus  when  we  first  as- 
sembled, we  should  have  elected  a  Speaker  on 
the  second,  if  not  the  first,  vote.  We  did  not 
hold  one,  and  it  is  generally  known  why  we  did 
not.  The  failure  of  organization,  with  reference 
to  that  point,  must  therefore  fall  on  those  who 
were  opposed  to  a  caucus  nomination;  but  more 
ot^  this  at  another  time.  [Cries  of  **  Call  the 
roll!"  "Call  the  roll!"] 

The  Clerk  again  called  the  roll,  and  the  follow- 
ing was  the  result  of  the  one  hundred  and  elev- 
enth vote:  Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  208; 
necessary  to  a  choice,  105;  of  which — 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks  received 95 

William  A.  Richardson 64 

Henry  M.  Fuller 33 

Alexander  C.  M.  i^ennington 7 

J.  Glancy  Jones 3 

Benjamin  B.  Tliurston S 

John  Williams 1 

Samuel  Caruthers I 

Gilchrist  Porter 1 

James  L.  Orr 1 

John  A.  Quitman 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  Bankt—Meaan.  Albright,  Allison,  Ball,  Barbour, 
Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  Billinghurtit,  Bingham,  Bliss,  Brad- 
shaw,  Buffington,  Burlingame,  James  11.  CaraitbcU,  Lewis 
D.  Campb<»ll,  Chaflce,  Colfax,  Comin?,  Cragin,  Curaback, 
Damrell,  Timothy  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  Do  Witt,  Dick,  Dick- 
son, Oodd,Durfee,Edic,  Emrie,  Flagler,  Galloway,  Giddings, 
Gilbert,  Granger,  Grow,  Robert  B.Hall,  Harlan,  Hollo  way, 
Thomas  R.  Horton,  ValentUic  B.  Horton,  Howard,  lluslis- 
ton,  Keli«*»y,  King,  Knajpp,  Knight,  Knowllon,  Knox,  Loiter, 
Mace,  Matteson,  McUarty,  Meacham,  Morgan,  Morrill, 
Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Pcarce,  Pclton, 
Pennington,  Pettit,  Pike,  Pringle,  Purviance,  Ritchie,  Rob- 
erts, Robison,Sabin,Sage,Sapp,Shcnnan,  Simmons,  Spin- 
ner, Stanton,  Stranahan,  Tappan.  Thorington,  Thurston, 
Todd,  Trafton,  Tyson,  Wade,  Walbridge,  Waldron,  Cad- 
walader  C.  Wtishbume,  Ellihu  B.  Washbume,  Israel 
Washbura,  Watson,  Welch,  Wood,  Woodruff,  and  Wood- 
worth. 

For  Mr.  Riehardaon — Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay, 
Barksdale,  Bell,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Branch,  Burnett,  Cadwal- 
ader,  Caruthers,  Cackle,  Clingman,  Howell  Cobb,  William- 
son K.  W.  Cobb,  Craigc,  Davidson,  Denver,  Dowdell,  Ed- 
mundson,  Elliott,  English,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Thomas  J. 
D.  Fnllcr,  Goode,  Greenwood,  Augustus  Hall,  Pimip!«on 
W.  Harris,  Thomas  L.  Harris,  Herbert,  Hickman,  Houston, 
Jewett,  George  W.  Jones,  Kelly,  Kidweil,  Letcher,  Lump- 
I  kiu,  Samuel  S.  Marshall,  Maxwell,  McMulIin,  Smith  Mil- 
'  Icr,  Millson,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Peck,  Phelps,  Powell, 
!  Ruffin,  Rust,  Sandidge,  Savage,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  Stephens, 
;  Stewart,  Talbou,  Vail,  Wanicr,  Watkins,  Wells,  Winslow, 
Daniel  B.  Wright,  and  John  V.  Wright. 

For  Mr.  Fuller — Messrs.  Broom,  John  P.  Campbell.  Car- 
lUe,  Cox,  Cullen,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Ethcridge,  Eustis, 
Evans,  Foster,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Hoffman,  Kcnnett*  Lake, 
Lindley,  Alexander  K.  Marshall,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Mill- 
ward,  Paine,  Porter,  Reade,  Read  v,Ricaud,  Rivers,  William 
R.  Smitli,  Snced.  Swope,Trippe,Underwood,  VaIk,WaIkcr, 
Whitney,  and  ZoUicofifcr. 

For  Mr.  Pennington^Memn.  Bishop,  Clawson,  Dunn, 
Harrison,  Moore,  Robbins,  and  Scott. 

For  Mr.  Jones— Messrs.  Boycc  and  McQueen  . 

For  Mr.  Thurston — Messrs.  Brenton  and  Edwards. 

For  Mr.  WUtiaiM—Mr.  Wheeler. 

For  Mr.  Caruthert—Mr.  Richardson. 

For  Mr.  Porter— Mr.  Henry  M.  Fuller. 

For  Mr.  Orr— Mr.  Williams. 

For  Mr.  ^vUman — Mr.  Keitt. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATION 

« 

Pending  the  above  vote,  and  when  Mr.  Kek- 
nett's  name  was  called, 

Mr.  BARKSDALE  rose  and  said:  Mr.  Clerk, 
the  House  will  recollect  that  on  Saturday  last, 
and  immediately  after  I  had  propounded  certain 
interrogatories  to  the  candidates  for  the  speaker- 
ship, the  gentleman  from  Misilouri  [Mr.  Ken- 


kett]  rose  in  his  place  and  made  use  of  the  fol- 
lowing language,  as  reported  in  the  Globe: 

"  I  ask  whether  it  is  in  order  to  put  one  or  two  more  in- 
terrogatories, in  addition  to  those  propounded  by  tM  gentle- 
man rrom  Mississippi  ?  1  should  like  to  know  of  each  can- 
didate for  the  speakership,  including  my  friend  frOm  New 
Jersey,  [Mr.  Pknninoton,]  whether  he  believes  in  a  future 
state  or  not  ?  [Laughter.]  And  then,  provided  he  answers 
that  question  affirmatively,  I  desire  to  know  whctlier  he 

;  believes  it  Will  be  a  free  or  a  slave  state  ?    [Roars  of  laugh- 

!  ter."] 

Now,  I  understood  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
souri, in  asking  these  questions,  as  intending 
cither  to  reflect  on  me  personally,  or  to  ridicule 
the  interroffatories  which  I  deemed  important, 
and  which  I  had  in  good  faith,  and  acting  under 
a  full  sense  of  my  responsibility  as  a  Represent- 
ative on  this  floor,  propounded  to  the  g^entlemen 
who  are  candidates  for  the  speakership.  Thus 
believing,  I  denounced  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
souri; but,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  gentle- 
man from  Missouri  an  opportunity  of  stating 
what  he  did  mean,  I  withdraw  that  denunciation. 

Mr.  KENNETT.  After  what  has  fallen  from 
the  gentleman  from  Mississippi,  1  have  to  say 
that,  like  the  fat  knight,  •*  the  soul  of  fun,"  de- 
picted by  the  great  dramatist,  who  refused  even 
to  give  a  reason  on  compulsion,  thou2h  reasons 
were  as  plenty  as  blackberries,  I  could  not  on 
Saturday,  nor  could  any  gentleman,  make  an 
explanation  under  the  stress  of  anything  that 
savored  of  compulsion.  But  now,  that  the  of- 
fensive words  and  mcmner  are  withdrawn,  I  tako 
pleasure  in  doing  justice,  as  well  to  the  gentleman 
as  myself,  by  saying  tliat  nothing  was  further 
from  my  intentions  than  in  any  mann*T  to  reflect 
either  upon  him  or  the  interrogatories  he  thought 
it  his  duty  to  offer;  and  this  explanation  I  hope 
will  be  alike  satisfactory  to  the  gentleman  and  the 
House. 

Mr.  BARKSDALE.  1  After  hearing  the  ex- 
planation of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  and 
the  disclaimer  which  he  has  made  that  he  intended 
no  personal  reflection  on  mc,  I  feel  it  to  be  my 
duty  unconditionally  to  withdraw  the  harsh  lan- 
guage employed  against  him;  and  I  cheerfully  do 
so. 

Mr.  PENNINGTON.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  happened 
to  be  out  of  my  seat,  in  the  lobby,  when  my 
friend  from  Missouri,  at  the  close  of  my  remarks, 
propounded  the  theological  questions  which  seem 
to  have  so  much  disturbed  the  gentleman  from 
Mississippi.  My  attention  has  only  this  mo- 
ment been  called  to  them,  and  I  taxe  the  first 
opportunity  to  reply. 

My  friend  desires  to  know  of  each  of  the 
candidates  for  the  spoakorship,  and  particularly 
of  his  friend  from  New  Jersey,  whether  he  be- 
lieves in  a  future  state;  and,  if  that  question  bo 
answered  affirmatively,  whether  he  believes  it 
will  be  a  free  state  or  a  slavr*  state. 

Now,  sir,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  answering 
these  questions;  for,  as  the  Houye  knows,  I  am 
somewhat  conversant  with  the  Westminster  Cate- 
chism, and  ought  to  be  able  to  instruct  my  friend 
in  Missouri.  [Laughter.]  I  have  been  taught 
by  that  catechism,  Uiat  there  is  such  a  thing  as 
a  future  state,  and  I  pledge  my  friend,  upon  my 
honor,  that  I  religiously  believe  it.  [Renewed 
laughter.]  I  do  not  luiderstand,  however,  tliatit 
is  wholly  a  free  state,  nor  yet,  on  the  other  hand, 
wholly  a  slave  state.  It  is  represented  as  divided 
into  two  states— a  beatified  state,  and  another 
state  not  quite  so  agreeable.  The  one  I  take  to 
be  a  free  state,  and  the  other  a  slave  state.  [Roars 
of  laughter.!  We  are  informed  that  these  states 
are  divided  by  an  impassable  gulf — not  exactly  a 
compromi.se  line  I  believe.  [Continued  laughter.! 
We  are  frequently  reminded,  too,  that  one  or 
these  states  is  much  the  hotter  of  tho  two,  and 
hence  I  take  it  for  granted,  as  a  matter  of  fair 
inference,  that  it  is  a  slave  state,  and  lies  on  the 
south  side  of  the  line,  [Bursts  of  .laughter.]  1 
have  never  examined  the  geography  of  tlie  coun- 
try»  but  I  think  it  safe  to  assume,  upon  the  basis 
of  the  laws  of  population,  that  the  state  on  the 
south  side  of  the  line  has  greatly  the  lar)^ost  share 
of  the  territory — quite  in  Keeping,  I  believe.  Of 
one  thing  I  beg  to  assure  my  friend,  however,  that 
I  sliall  not  dispute  the  settlement  of  that  part  of 
the  territory  with  him,  nor  raise  any  question  as 
to  the  application  of  the  Wilmot  proviso,  or  the 
principle  of  squattsr  sovereignty,  in  regard  to  it. 
tLaughter.] 

There  are  those,  Mr.  Clerk,  who  hold  t»  a  third 
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subdivision  of  the  future  state — a  state  of  pur- 
gatory. Now,  sir,  upon  that  point,  as  I  never 
founa  it  in  my  primer,  I  am  a  Know  Nothing. 
[Laughter.]  But  of  one  thing  1  am  quite  sure, 
that,  whatever  may  be  the  fact  as  to  tne  future, 
there  is'most  decidedly  a  present  state  of  purga- 
tory, as  aJI  the  candidates  can  attest,  from  their 
lively  experience  of  tlie  purgation  they  have  un- 
dergone on  this  occasion.  [Renewed  lnughter.] 
If  lean  be  allowed  to  give  in  my  personal  expe- 
rience, I  may  save  some  trouble  by  assuring  the 
House  that  ojie  of  the  candidates,  at  least,  is  past 
pravinsT  for.     [Roars  of  laughter.] 

Mr.  ICENNETT.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  would  like  to 
pay  one  word  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey,  who  seems  so  well  posted  up  in  his 
catechism,  and  in  regard  to  these  future  states — 
the  northern  and  southern  sides  of  the  line,  emd 
purgatory.  He  has  been  kind  enough  to  bind 
some  of  us  hand  and  foot  here,  and  pitch  us  into 
the  dark  place.  I  want  to  know  of  him,  with 
regard  to  his  catechism,  whether,  when  he  in- 
formed lis  on  Saturday  last  that  he  had  got  be- 
yond "  effectual  calling,**  he  was  also  able  to  see 
his  "  election  sure?**     [Roars  of  laughter.] 

Mr.  PENNINGTON.  I  owe  the  gentleman 
one.     [Renewed  and  long  continued  laughter.] 

Mr.  PENNINGTON  to  Mr.  Kennett,  in  an 
undertone.  If  it  were  not  too  irreverent,  I 
should  have  told  you  that  my  reliance  is  in  •*  the 
final  perseverance  of  the  saints.*' 

The  result  of  the  vote  waA  then  announced  as 
recorded  above. 

Mr.  ETHERIDGE.  I  move  that  the  House 
do  now  adjourn. 

Tellers  were  called  for;  and  Messrs.  Foster 
and  HoLLOWAT  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  84,  noes  69. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  thereupon 
(at  ten  minutes  before  three  o'clock,  p.  m.)  the 
House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning,  at 
twelve  o'clock,  m. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  January  15,  1856. 

The  House  was  called  to  order  by  the  Clerk  at 
twelve  o'clock,  m. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  VALK.  I  move  that  there  be  a  call  t)f 
the  House.  There  appear  to  be  a  good  many 
members  absent  this  morning. 

Mr.  WHEELER.    I  call  for  tellers. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  We  had  better  have  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative — yeas  85,  nays  107;  as  follows: 

YEAS— MesOTs.  Aiken,  Allen,  BarkKdale,  Bell,  Hendley 
S.  ficnneu,  Bocock,  Boyce,  Branch,  Broom,  Burnett,  Cad- 
waJader,  John  P.  Campbell,  CarliJt?,  Howell  Cobb,  Cox, 
Craigp,  Cullen^  Davidson,  Denver,  Dowdcll,  Dunn,  Elliott, 
Englifsh,  Etiiendge,  Evan:',  Faulkner,  Florence,  Henry  M. 
Fuller,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode,  Augustus  Hall,  J. 
Morrwon  Harris,  Samwon  W.  Harria,  Ilonison,  Herbert, 
Hickman,  Hoffman,  Houston,  Jewett,  George  VV.  Jones, 
Keiii,  Kclley,  Kennett,  Kidvvnll,  Lake,  Letcher,  Lumpkin. 
Mace,  Alexander  K.  Marshall,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Batnucl 
8.  Marshall,  .MaxweU,  McUueen,  Smith  Miller,  Million, 
Millw'ard,  Moore,  Nichol:«,  Mordecai  OUver,  Paine,  Peck, 
Phehw,  Porter,  Quitman,  lleade,  Bicaud.  Richardson,  Ruf- 
fin,  Rust,  Savage,  Scott,  William  R.  Smitu,  Sneed,  Stewart, 
Talbott,  Underwood,  Valk,  Walker,  Warner,  Watkins, 
Wheeler,  Winslow,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  John  V.  Wright, 
and  Zoliicoffer— 85. 

NAYS— MessrH.  Albright,  Allison,  Bankg,  Barbour, 
Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  Billinirhurst,  Bingham,  Bishop, 
Blifis,  Bradi^haw,  Brenton,  ButHngton,  Burlingmne,  James 
H.  Campbell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell.  Chaffee^  Claw8on,Cliag- 
man,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Cohax,  Comma,  Cragin,Cum- 
back. Timothy  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  Dc  Witt, Dick,X)ick«on, 
Dodu,  Durt'ee,  Edie,  Edmund.-«on,  Emrie,  Flagler,  Fwter, 
Galloway,  Gidding^,  Gillwrl,  Greenwood,  Grow,  Robert  B. 
Hall,  Harlan,  Thoma^^  L.  Harris,  Holloway,  Thomas  R. 
Horton,  Valentine  B.  Horton,  Howard,  Hu^ston,  Kelsey, 
Kins,  Knapp,  KnijBfht,  Knowiton,  Knox,  Loiter,  Matteson, 
McCarty,  AIoMulhn,  Meacham,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Norton, 
Andrew  Oliver,  Orr,  Parker,  Peltonj  Ponnin^on,  Pike, 
Powell,  Pringle,  Purviance,  fiLendy,  Ritchie,  Rivers,  Rob- 
erta, Sabin,  Sage,  Sandidgc,  Sapp,  SlK^rnian,  Simmoiu, 
Samuel  A.  Smitli,  Spuiner,  Stanton,  Stephens,  Stranahan, 
Tappan,  Thorington,  Thurston,  Todd,  Traflon,  Trippe, 
Tyaon,  Vail,  Wade,  Walbridgc,  Waldron,  Calwalader  C. 
Washburne,  Ellihu  B.  Washbunie.lsrael  Waflhbum,  Wat-- 
eon,  Whitney,  WiiIiamB,Woodruir,  and  Woodworth— 107. 

So  a  call  of  the  House  was  refused. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  aUITMAN.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  am  not  much 
in  the  habit  of  explainiDg  my  action  in  this 


House,  but  I  feel  it  due  to  others  as  well  as  my- 
self to  explain  tlie  reasons  for  my  withholding 
yesterday  on  two  bfdlots  my  vote  from  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Richardson.] 
I  have  not  at  any  time  had  the  slightest  distrust 
of  that  gentleman,  nor  did  I  at  any  moment  cease 
to  have  the  fullest  confidence  in  him,  both  per- 
sonally and  poUtically.  I  did  not  doubt,  at  any 
time  after  the  explanations  which  he  made  upon 
this  ^oor  on  Saturday,  that  that  gentleman  would 
administer  the  duties  of  the  chair,  should  he  be 
elected  Speaker,  in  a  manner  entirely  satisfactory 
to  myself  and  to  that  section  of  the  Union  from 
which  I  come,  and  in  accordance  with  my  views 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  the 
equality  of  the  States.  I  never  had  any  doubt 
upon  that  subject.  But  it  occurred  to  me,  upon 
reading  carefully  on  yesterday  morning  the  ex- 
planations made  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Illinois,  [Mr.  RicHARDsoi?,]  on  Saturday  last,  I 
might  be  considered  as  indorsing  all  his  opinions 
by  voting  for  him.  Although  I  have  never  before 
had  the  honor  of  holding  a  seat  on  this  floor,  yet 
my  political  opinions  have  been  recorded  in  my 
own  State,  and  it  may  be  that  tliey  are  somewhat 
known  to  the  people  of  the  United  States.  I 
have  some  pride  of  consistency  upon  subjects  of 
political  principles. 

I  know  tliat  that  gallant  j^ntleman  has,  for 
seven  yejurs  past,  struggled  in  this  House  and 
elsewhere  for  the  equal  rights  of  the  States  of 
this  Union.  I  honor  him  for  this.  With  his 
usual  candor,  he  declared  here  on  Saturday,  that 
although  he  believed  there  might  be  a  naked  con- 
stitutional power  in  the  FedenU  Government  to 
restrict  slavery  in  the  Territories,  yet  he  consid- 
ered that  the  exercise  of  such  power  would  be 
unjust  and  wron^;  and  thus  far  I  infer  that  he 
reganis  such  act  in  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the 
Constitution:  practically,  this  i^  sufficient.  But 
I  hold  that  as  the  principle  of  the  equality  of  the 
States  is  fundamental  in  our  system,  any  act  sub- 
versive of  it  is  unconstitutional.  Congress  has 
no  more  power  to  violate  that  equality  than  to 
destroy  a  State.  My  opinions  on  this  subject 
may  be  ultra,  but  they  are  not  merely  sectional.  I 
would  apply  them  as  well  to  Massachusetts  and 
Vermont,  as  to  Mississippi  and  Louisiana.  It 
is  true,  that  we  who  reside  in'the  minority  section 
are  more  deeply  interested  in  the  protection  of 
the  reserved  rights  of  the  States  than  those  who 
control  the  power  of  the  Government,  and  arc 
thus  enabled  to  protect  themselves.  We  must 
therefore  be  excused  for  insisting  upon  princi- 
ples, though  they  may  not  be  attended  with  imme- 
diate practic€d  results;  and  I  am  free  to  admit  | 
that  I  have  more  confidence  in  one  who,  like  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois,  deems  the  exercise  of 
this  power  wrong  and  unjust,  and  would  there- 
fore oppose  it,  tmin  in  one  who  believes  it  to  be 
against  the  letter  of  the  Constitution,  out  would 
otherwise  favor  its  exercise. 

Thus  concurring  to  a  ^cat  extent  in  the  po- 
sitions which  the  honorable  ^ntleman  from  Illi- 
nois has  avowed ,  and  upon  which  he  has  fearlessly 
acted  heretofore,!  findT  myself  diflering  from  him 
on  this  point  only — that  I  believe  it  to  be  both 
against  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of  the  Constitu- 
tion for  Congress  to  attempt  to  shut  out  from 
all  or  any  part  of  the  common  territory  the  insti- 
tution of  negro  slavery. 

On  the  other  point  indirectly  presented,  I  hold 
that  the  inhabitanta  of  the  Territories,  when  they 
become  a  people  in  the  technical  sense  of  the 
word,  and  not  until  then,  are  entitled  to  establish 
political  systems.  Until  by  the  assent,  express  or 
implied,  of  Congress,  the  people  of  a  portion  of 
the  common  territory  of  these  States  assume  the 
exercise  of  sovereign  powers,  they  have  no  right 
or  power  Ib  impair  the  rights  of  the  citizens  of 
any  of  the  States  to  the  equal  use,  occupation,  and 
enjoyment  of  the  common  territory  of  the  States. 
When  their  territorial  condition  ceases,  when 
they  assume  the  exercise  of  sovereign  powers, 
they  have  the  entire  control  of  the  political  sys- 
tem and  the  poUtical  institutions  under  which 
they  are  to  live.  They  should  be  left  free  to 
choose  for  themselves  their  domestic  institutions. 
I  should  consider  myself  as  derelict  to  my  duty, 
in  voting  against  the  admission  of  a  State  because 
she  chose  to  exclude  the  institutions  of  my  own 
section  of  country,  as  I  would  in  voting  to  ex- 
clude her  from  a  participation  in  the  common 
benefits  df  the  Federal  Union,  because,  in  the 


formation  of  her  State  constitution,  she  cho8«  to 
adopt  tlie  institution  of  slavery. 

TIius,  while  I  have  tliought  proper  briefly  to 
express  my  dissent  from  some  of  the  views  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Rich- 
ARpsoN,]  I  must  express  my  full  confidence  in 
him.  I  am  entirely  satisfied  that  he  will  do  all 
that  I  could  ask  for  the  constitutional  righut  of 
the  section  of  country  which  I  represent,  and  for 
the  constitutional  rights  of  all  sections  of  the 
country.  I  believe  his  position  is  preferable  to 
any  other  candidate  upon  this  floor,  and  for  tliat 
reason  I  shall  heartily  support  him  hercalbr,  so 
long  as  there  is  any  prospect  of  liis  election,  and 
so  long  as  some  other  course  shall  not  be  adopt«d; 
and  in  doing  so,  I  beg  to  say,  I  shall  discbarge  & 
duty  to  my  own  conscience,  to  my  own  constit- 
uents, and,  as  I  believe,  my  duty  to  the  whole  of 
this  great  country. 

ELECTION  OF  SPEAKER. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  vote  the  ooe 

hundred  and  twelfth  time  for  Speaker,  with  ilte 

following  resuU:  Whole  number  of  votes  cast, 

207;  necessary  to  a  choice,  104;  of  which— 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks  received 93 

William  A.  Richardson ....6S 

Heiiry  M.  FiUler 34 

Alexander  C.  M.  PeDningtoo 8 

Jdin  Cadwnlader 3 

James  L.  Orr 3 

John  Williams I 

John  A.  Quitman 1 

Gilchrist  Porter 1 

Benjamin  B.  Thurston I 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  J3ffn*»— Messrs.  Albright,  Allison,  Ball,  Burteur, 
Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  Billingban*t,  Bingham,  Blifs,  Biarf- 
shaw,  Bulfington,  Burlingame,  James  H.  Campiiell,Lewti 
D.  Campbell,  Chaffee,  Culfax,  Ooniins,  Cragin,  Ciunback, 
Damrell,  Timothy  Dnvis,  Day,l>caii,  De  Witt,  Dick,  Di^k- 
Hon,  Dodd,  Durifee,  Edie,  Emrie,  Flayer,  Galloway,  Gid- 
din«^,  Gilbert,  Granger,  Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Hartan, 
Holloway,  Thomas  K.  ilorton,  Vaientine  B.  Horton,  Unv- 
ard,  Hiigliston,  KcUey.  King,  Knapp,  Knight,  RnowitoA, 
Knox.  Loiter,  Mace,  Mattesou.  McCarty,  Meacham,  Mor- 
gan, Morrill,  Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Pariter,  Pfl- 
ton,  Pennington,  Pettit,  Pike,  Pringle,  Purviance,  UiirtM, 
Roberts,  Sabin,  Sage,  bapp,  Shenuao,  Simmons,  fipmn^v, 
Stanton,  Stranalian,  Tappan, Thorinaton,  Thurston,  Todd, 
Trafton,  Tyson,  Wade,  walbriclffo,  Waldron,  Cad^-alaiW 
C.  Washbumc,  Ellihu  B.  Waslihurne,  Israel  Washburn, 
Watson,  Wood,  Woodruff,  and  Woodworth. 

For  Mr.  Richard»on — Mesars.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay, 
Barksdale,  Bell,  Hendlcy  8.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowif, 
Branch,  Burnett,  Cadwalader,  Carutliers,  Cllngman,  HowWl 
Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Craige,  Davidson.  Denm, 
Dowdcll,  Edmundson,  Elliott,  English,  Paultnior,  Ptomtcf, 
Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode,  Greenwood,  Augiutas  HaU, 
Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomas  L.  Harris,  Herbert,  llWcniao. 
Houston,  Jewett,  George  W.Jones,  Kelly,  Kid  well,  Letch- 
er, Lumpkin,  Samuel  8.  Marehali,  Maxwell,  McMoUin, 
Smith  Miller,  MUlaoo,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Peck,  Phelps, 
Powell,  Quitman,  Ruffin,  Rust,  Bandidge,  Savage,  Samuel 
A.  Smith,  Stephens,  Stewart,  Talbott,  VaU,  Warner,  Wat- 
kins,  Wells,  Winslow,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  and  Jobn  V. 
Wright. 

For  Mr.  JV/ler  —  Messrs.  Broom,  John  P.  CawpwH. 
CarlUe.  Bavard  Clark,  Cox.  Cullen,  Henry  Winter  Dav^ 
Etheridge,  Eustis^  Evans,  Foster,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  non- 
man,  Kennett,  Lake,  Lindley.  Alexander  K.  MaRna»i 
Humphrey  Marshall,  Mtllward,  Paine,  Porter.  Bead*, 
Ready,  Ricaud,  Rivers,  William  R.  Smith,  Sneed,  Swopjf 
Trippe,  Underwood,  Valk,  Walker,  Whitney,  and  ZolU- 
coffer. 

For  Mr.  Pcnningfon— Messrs.  Bishop.  Clawson,  Dtwn> 
Edwards,  Harrison,  Moore,  Bobbins,  and  Scott 

Fbr  Mr.  QiAwteder— Messrs.  McQueen  and  Boyce. 

For  Jfr.  Orr—Messrs.  WiHiamsand  Bioterdaoa. 

For  Mr.  Waiiama—MT.  Wheeler. 

For  Mr.  Ouitman — Mr.  Keitt 

For  Mr.'  Porter— Mr.  Henry*  M.  Puller. 

Jbr  Mr.  Thurston — Mr,  Brenton. 

Mr.  SAGE  (when  his  name  was  called)  said 
that  Mr.  Caskie  had  paired  off  with  Mr.  Ronnos- 

Mr.  MILLSON  (when  his  name  was  call«l) 


him  on  every  trial.     I  have  thus  g:iven  proofs 
which,  perhaos,  in  the  history  of  the  world,  wf^ 
never  given  before,  of  a  sincere  desire  to  eicc 
him  to  the  high  position  for  which  he  has  Ix*^ 
proposed  as  a  candidate.    Upon  which  P^^l^. 
what  persons,  the  blame   of  a  failure  ^^^ 
should  fall,  or  whether  on  any,  it  would  be  yam 
to  inquire.    One  thing  I  know:  that  there  is 
separate  and  equal    i-eaponsibility  upon  e^<^. 
member  of  this  body  to  elect  the  necessary  omj 
cers  of  this  House,  and  to  proceed  to  the  dispa'*' 
of  the  pubUc  business.    I  do  not  agree  ^i^  ^^ 
gentlemen  who  say  that  they  will  vote  ")rnw 
other  than  Mr.  Kicuardson.    I  do  not  ftt.^ 
with  those  gentlemen  who,  if  they.have  pot »« 
in  words,  have  at  least  proclaimed  in  theur  vo  "^ 
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their  detennination  to  vote  for  none  other  than 
^Ir.  Banks  or  Mr.  Fuller.  I  do  not  agree  in 
the  opinion  expressed  here  once  or  twice,  that 
the  Government  ma)r  be  carried  on  very  success- 
fully even  though  this  House  may  fail  to  perfect 
its  organization.  I  think  the  experiment  would 
fail,  but  it  would  be  still  more  disastrous  if  it 
did  not.  I  do  not  want  such  an  experiment  to 
be  a  successful  one.  A  king  of  England  once 
attempted  to  carry  on  the  Government  without 
the  aid  of  Parliament,  but  the  people  of  England 
determined  that  he  should  not.  I  do  not  want 
an  American  President  more  successful  in  such 
an  experiment  than  was  tlie  Britisli  kin^. 

Sir,  there  ^e  many  gentlemen  in  this  House 
for  whom  I  would  cneerfuUy  vote.  There  are 
others  for  whom,  if  not  cheerfully,  I  would  at 
least  willingly  vote.  In  giving  my  vote  again 
for  Mr.  Richardson,  I  do  notwant  to  be  consid- 
ered as  in  any  degree  approving  of  tlie  determ- 
ination of  gentlemen  to  vote  for  none  but  him. 
1  have  vot^,  as  the  House  knows,  and  as  my 
friend  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Ricuardson]  knows, 
clieerfuUy  and  earnestly  for  tliat  gentleman;  but 
I  never  intended  my  vote  to  be  regarded  as  a  rati- 
fication or  approval  of  all  the  opinions  entertained 
by  him.  I  Knew  we  differed  on  some  subjects, 
but  I  was  contented  to  differ;  and^this  difference 
of  opinion  in  no  decree  lessened  my  confidence 
in  his  integrity,  ability,  and  capacity. 

As  the  gentlemen  with  whom  1  have  been  as- 
sociated, as  I  am  informed,  have  again  declared 
their  determination  to  adhere  to  the  original  can- 
didate of  their  caucus  nomination,  I  desire  to  pro- 
tect myself  against  any  inference  that  I  approve 
of  that  determination.  We  have  already  spent 
too  much  time  in  ineffectual  efforts  to  elect  one 
gentleman.  I  am  not  willing  to  allow  the  affairs 
of  the  country,  both  foreign  and  domestic,  to  fall 
into  confusion,  rather  than  have  the  House  or- 
ganized under  the  leadership  of  any  other  than  a 
single  indicated  gentleman.  I  am  willmg  now, 
as  I  have  always  been,  to  concur  in  any  proper 
conservative  organization  of  the  House;  and,  in 
now  again  voting  for  Mr.  Richardson,  I  desire 
It  to  be  distinctly  understood  that  I  am  in  nowise 
committed  to  the  policy  which  seems  to  pledge 
gentlemen  to  only  a  single  course;  and  I  will  be 
hereafter,  as  heretofore,  free  to  dispose  of  my 
'Tote  where  it  can  be  effectively  felt;  Jbut,  in  the 
present  condition  of  things,  my  single  vote  for  any 
other  person  could  produce  no  useful  result. 

I  think,  sir,  perhaps  too  much  importcmce  is 
attached  to  the  choice  of  a  Speaker.  The  Speaker 
is  not  tlie  representative  of  gentlemen  upon  this 
floor.  We  do  not  become  his  constituents.  It 
is  not  absolutely  necessary  that  he  should  concur 
with  us  upon  all  questions.  He  is  the  Representa- 
tive of  his  district,  and  would  remain  the  Repre- 
sentative of  his  district  after  his  elevation  to  the 
Speaker's  chair.  We,  then,  are  not  his  constit- 
uents, and  have  no  right,  perhaps,  to  ask  a  rigid 
conformity  to  all  our  views.  One  thing  is  cer- 
tain: if  the  Speaker  is  to  be  the  representative  of 
A  principle,  then  we  never  shall  have  one,  because 
there  is  no  principle  which  controls  a  majority  of 
the  members  of  this  House.    I  vote  for  Mr.  Ricu- 

AEDBOK. 

The  result  of  the  vote  was  announced  as  above. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  vote  the  one 
hundred  and  thirteenth  time  for  Speaker,  with 
the  following  result:  Whole  number  of  votes 
cast,  20c ;  necessary  to  a  choice,  104;  of  which-*- 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks  received .93 

William  A.  Ricbardson..... 65 

Henry  M.  Fuller , 33 

Alexander  C.  M.  Pennington 8 

^bn  Cadwaladcr 9 

James  L.  Orr S 

John  Williams 1 

Gilchrist  Porter L 

Benjamin  B.  Thurston 1 

John  A.  Quitman 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Xr.  Banks — Messrs.  Albright,  Allison,  Barbour, 
Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  Billingtmrst,  Binsbam,  Bliss, 
Bradtfhnw.  Butnngton,  BiirUnsniiic,  James  If.  Campbell, 
Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Clialfee,  Colfax,  Comins,  Crainn,  Cum- 
back,  Damrell,  Timothy  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  I)e  Witt.  Dick, 
DickAon,  Dodd,  Durfee,  Ekiie,  Emiie,  Flaigler.  Galloway, 
Giddings,  Gilbert,  Granser,  Grow,  Kobert  B.  Hall,  Harlan, 
noUowny,  Thomas  R.  ilorton,  Valentine  B.  Horton,  How- 
ard, Hughifton,  Kclsey,  King,  Knapp,  Knisht,  Knowlton, 
Knox,  Lejter,  Mace,  Mattenon,  McCarty,  Meacham,  Mor> 
gan,  Morrill,  Nichob,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Pel- 
ton,  Pcnmngton,  Petiit,  Pike,  Pringle,  Purviance,  Ritchie, 


Roberts,  Sabin,  Sage,  Sapp,  SRerman,  Simmons,  Spiimer, 
Stanton,  Strnnahan,  Tappan,  Thorlnpton,  Thurston,  Todd, 
Trafton,  Tygon,  Wade,  Walbridge,  Waldron,  Cadwalader 
C.  Waiihbume,  Ellihu  B.  Washbume,  Israel  Washburn, 
Watson,  Welch,  Wood,  Woodruff,  and  Woodworth. 

For  Mr.  Richarffson — Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay, 
Barksdale,  Bell,  Hcndley  S.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie, 
Branch,  Burnett,  Cadwalader,  paruthers,  CUngman,  How- 
ell Cobb,  WUliamM>n  R.  W.  Cubb,  Crnige,  Davidson,  Den- 
ver, Dowdell,  Edumndson,  Elliott,  Enslitih,  Faulkner,  Flor- 
ence, Tliomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode,  Greenwood,  Aiigiistus 
Hall,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomas  L.  Harriti,  Herbert, 
Hickman,  Houston,  Jewett,  George  W.  Jones,  Kelly,  Kid- 
well,  Letcher,  Lumpkin,  Samuel  S.  Marshall,  Maxwell, 
McMuUin,  Smitli  Miller,  Millson,  Mordecai  OUver,  Orr, 
Peck,  Phelps,  Powell.  Qiuitmnn,  Kuffin,  Rust,  Sandid^e, 
Savage,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  Stephens,  Stewart,  Talbott,  Vail, 
Warner,  Watkins,  WelJs,  Winslow,  Daniel  B.  Wri^t,  and 
John  V.  Wrigbu 

For  Mr.  Fuller— Messn.  Broom,  John  P.  Campbell,  Car- 
lile.  Bayard  Clark,  Cox,  Cullen,  Henry  Winter  DaviH, 
Etheridge,  Eustis,  Evans,  Foster,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Hoff- 
man, Kennett,  Lake,  Lindley,  Hiun^ey  Marshall,  Alex- 
ander K.  MarshaU,  Mill  ward,  Paine,  Porter.  Reade,  Ready, 
Ricaud,  *iver«,  William  R.  Smith,  Sneed,  Swope,  Trippe, 
Underwood,  W^alker,  Whitney,  and  Zollicoffer. 

For  Mr.  PemUngton — Messrs.  Bishop,  Clawson,  Dunn, 
Edwards,  Harrison,  Moore,  Bobbins,  and  Scott. 

For  Mr.  Cadnxdader — Messrs.  Boyce  and  McQueen. 

For  Mr.  Orr — Messrs.  Richardson  and  Williams. 

For  Mr.  Wmams— Mr.  Wheeler. 

Fi>rMr.  Potter— Mr.  Henry  M.  Faller. 

For  Mr,  Tkwnlon — Mr.  Brentont 

For  Mr.  (luUiium — Mr.  Keitt. 

ELECTION  BY  PLURAUTY. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  have  a  res- 
olution to  present  to  the  House »  which  I  ask  the 
Clerk  to  read. 

The  resolution  was  reported,  as  follows: 

Heso/ved,  That  the  Hon«6  will  proceed  Immediately  to 
the  election  of  a  Speaker  viva  voce,  and  if,  after  the  roll 
shall  have  been  called  tliree  times,  no  member  shall  have 
received  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  votes,  the  roll 
shall  again  be  called,  and  the  member  who  shall  then  receive 
the  largest  number  of  votes,  provided  it  be  a  majority  of  a 
quorum,  shall  be  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Tliirty-Fourth  Congress. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  would  make  this 
suggestion  to  tlie  gentleman  from  Maine.  I  sup- 
pose that  every  gentleman  in  the  House  has  his 
mind  made  up  in  regard  to  this  proposition;  I 
suggest,  theretbre,  that  the  gentleman  from  Maine 
call  the  previous  question  on  the  resolution,  and 
let  us  vote  upon  it  directly.  _  I  hope  no  member 
will  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  but  let  us  have 
the  vote  directly  on  the  proposition. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  would  say  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  that  it  is  my  purpose 
to  submit  the  resolution  without  making  a  single 
remark,  and  that  I  intended  to  call  for  the  previous 
question,  but  my  friend  from  North  Carolina 
[Mr.  Clingman]  desires  to  say  a  single  word; 
and  with  the  understanding  that  he  will  move  the 
previous  question  I  yield  him  the  floor. 

Mr,  CLINGMAN.  I  will  do  that  of  course. 
I  have  heretofore,  Mr.  Clerk,  avoide4  taking  any 
part  in  tlie  discussions  that  have  sprung  up  on 
this  floor,  because  I  think  they  have  generally 
been  premature  in  advance  of  the  organization ; 
and  I  do  not  purpose  to  do  so  now,  except  to  say 
a  word  or  two  in  explanation  of  the  vote  which  1 
am  about  to  slve  on  this  question.  So  far  as  the 
adoption  of  the  plurality  rule  is  concerned,  I  see 
no  objection  to  it  on  principle.  It  is  a  mere  ques- 
tion of  expediency,  and  we  may  well  change  the 
mode  of  election,  when  circumstances  reauire  it. 
We  may  adopt  either  the  majority  or  plurality 
rule,  following  in  this  respect  many  of  the  States 
that  have  recently  adopted  the  plurality  rule  in 
their  elections  alter  trying  the  majority  plan. 
Feeling  of  late  a  strong  anxiety  to  see  this  House 
organized — a  feehng  which  I  still  entertain — I 
have  been  willing,  and  I  have  repeatedly  said  that 
I  thought  it  better,  to  change  the  law  and  to  allow 
an  election  to  be  made  in  this  way.  But  although 
I  have  repeatedly  expressed  that  opinion,  and 
although  lor  the  last  two  weeks  I  have  thought 
and  often  said  that  it  would  be  better  to  adopt  the 
plu?ality  rule,  I  am  not  now  going  to  vote  for  the 
resolution  of  tJie  gentleman  from  Maine.  I  was  in 
favor  of  adopting  this  rule,  in  fact,  until  last  Satur- 
day; but,  as  in  all  other  questions  of  expediency, 
I  feel  now  at  liberty  to  do  what  seems  to  me  proper 
as  to  the  propriety  of  changing  the  method.  For 
two  weeks,  as  I  have  said,  up  to  last  Saturday,  I 
was  in  favor  of  adopting  it,  and  tried  to  eet  my 
friends  to  come  up  to  it,  but  th^e  was  a  declaration 
made  on  last  Saturday  by  a  prominent  candidate 
for  the  speakership,  which,  taken  in  connection 
witli  some  things  that  I  have  heard  since,  induces 
me  ta  decline  at  this  time  voting  for  the  proposi- 
tion. 


Without  going  into  details  I  may  simply  say 
that  I  understood  the  candidate  ofthose  who  call 
themselves  Republicans  to  have  placed  himself, 
on  Saturday  last,  on  the  extreme  and  most  odious 
ground  ever  taken  before  tlie  countiy  by  any  set  of 
Abolitionists.  He  [Mr.  Banks]  not  only  stands 
politically,  and  in  a  party  point  of  view,  making 
common  cause  with  these  Abolitionists,  but  I 
understood  him  to  embrace  an  opinion,  or  at  any 
rate  not  to  have  made  up  his  mmd  against  it,  in 
regard  to  a  subject  which  the  senior  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Giddings]  sometimes  discusses, 
in  connection  with  Abolitionism,  of  the  equality 
of  the  while  and  black  ftice.  I  understood  that 
gentleman  [Mr.  Banks!  to  say,  in  reply  to  a  direct 
question  put,  that  he  did  not  know  whether  the 
negro  or  the  white  man  would  be  the  superior, 
and  that  he  was  willing  to  let  them  have  a  trial. 
The  gentleman  proposes  to  determine  thnt  ques- 
tion by  a  certain  sort  of  test — not  an  intellectual 
or  moral  trial,  but  the  most  odious  of  all  the 
modes  by  which  the  Abolitionists  of  tliis  country 
propose  to  carry  out  their  views.  I  understood 
the  gentleman  not  only  to  think  the  negro  eaual 
to  the  white  race,  as  he  seems  to  say,  by  declar- 
ing that  he  believes  with  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence "  that  all  men  are  created  equal,**  but 
to  be  very  anxious  to  have  an  amalgamation  of  the 
two  races,  so  as  to  ascertain  which  will  in  the 
end  prove  to  be  the  superior  race,  if  either  is  in 
fact  so. 

I  am  gratified  to  know,  Mr.  Clerk,  that  certain 
gentlemen  who  heretofore  voted  for  him  are  dis- 
gusted with  the  enunciation  of  such  a  doctrine^ 
Though  they  might  have  agreed  with  that  gentle- 
man [Mr.  Banks]  on  most  of  the  political  ques- 
tions of  the  day,  they  were  not  prepared  to  go  to 
that  length  with  him;  and  I  understand  that  they 
are  now  extremely  anxious  to  get  him  out  of  the 
way  as  their  candidate.  Therefore  I  am  willing 
to  give  them  a  fair  opportunity  of  doing  it.  So 
far  as  the  political  questions  which  have  hereto- 
fore been  aiscussed  in  this  House  are  concerned, 
I  do  not  know  that  there  is  much  difference,  prac- 
tically, between  that  gentleman  and  the  body  of 
those  who  are  supporting  him.  And,  with  respect 
to  these  issues,  it  perhaps  makes  little  differ- 
ence whether  he  or  some  one  of  his  supporters 
should  be  elected.  If  there  are  on  this  floor  a 
majority  of  men  who  prefer  his  election  [Mr. 
Banks's]  to  that  of  our  ctuididate,  it  is  not  to  me 
a  matter  of  any  great  solMtude;  but,  as  the  gen- 
tleman takes  upon  himself  to  assert  here,  as 
his  language  seems  necessarily  to  imply,  the 
most  ocGous,  most  ofiensive,  and — to  me — most 
disgusting  doctrine  ever  laid  down  in  this  country, 
and  that,  too,  with  a  sneer  and  a  jest,  as  if  it  af- 
forded him  matter  of  amusement,  I  cannot  make 
myself,  even  indirectly,  an  instrument  in  effecting 
his  election;  particularly  when  I  put  it  alon^  with 
that  other  saying  attributed  to  him,  and  which  he 
did  not  disclaim  expressly,  ^hen  alluding  to  it, 
tliat  in  a  certain  contingency  he  would  "  let  the 
Union  slide.** 

Where  a  man  speaks  with  levity  of  a  grave 
question  like  the  dissolution  of  the  Union,  as  one 
would  speak  of  a  drunken  man  sliding  into  a 

f utter,  I  must  confess  that  it  looks  to  me  as  if 
e  had  no  great  respect  for  the  Constitution  of 
the  country  and  the  existing  Government;  and  I 
might  hesitate  for  some  time  before  I  should  in- 
dorse him  by  any  vote,  even  indirectly;  and  I 
shall  therefore  wait  for  those  who  have  hereto- 
fore been  supporting  him  to  look  elsewhere  for  a 
candidate,  if  they  want  to  do  so.  A  man  may  say 
that  a  contiiigency  mi^Rt  occur  where  a  dissolu- 
tion of  the  Union  would  be  justifiable  and  neces- 
sary; but  to  speak  of  such  a  contingency  with 
levity  is  to  me  exceedingly  distasteful. 

When,  however,  to  cap  the  climax,  the  gentle- 
man proposes  to  test  the  superiority  or  the  in- 
feriority of  the  white  and  black  races  by  such 
a  process  as  he  referred  to  on  Saturday  last,  1 
shall  wait  certainly  a  reasonable  time  for  those 
who  have  been  supporting  him  to  get  some  one 
else  more  suited  to  their  tastes.  I  do  not  wish, 
therCTore,  to  see  this  plurality  rule  adopted  just 
now,  and  shall  vote  against  it  on  this  occasion. 

I  have  said  thus  mucfi,  not  with  a  disposition 
to  arraign  any  gentleman  for  his  opinions.  I 
think  the  debate  that  has  been  carried  on  hero 
has  been  irregular.  I  would  rathei  much  of  it 
had  not  been  gone  into.  But  as  it  has  been  stated 
in  the  public  papers,  and  as  I  have  frequently 
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said  that  I  was  in  favor  of  adopting  the  plurality 
rule,  some  explanation  seems  necessary  for  the 
vote  I  now  propose  to  give  against  it. 

And  now,  sir,  in  accordance  with  the  pledge 
given  to  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Wash- 
burn,] I  renew  the  demand  for  tne  previous 
question.  • 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina  to  withdraw  tlic  demand 
for  the  previous  Question. 

Mr.  CLINGM  AN.  I  have  renewed  it  in  obedi- 
ence to  my  pledge  given  to  the  gentleman  from 
Maine.  I  am  perfectly  willing  that  the  discussion 
should  go  on,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  When  I  yielded 
the  floor  to  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
I  did  it  upon  the  supposition  that  he  had  some- 
thing he  desired  to  say  in  reference  to  the  adoption 
of  the  pluraUty  rule.  I  should  not  have  withdrawn 
my  demand  for  the  previous  question,  if  I  had 
known  the  gentleman  *s  purpose  was  to  make  the 
remarks  he  has  done,  in  which,  I  must  say,  it 
seems  to  me  he  has  shown  great  disingenuous- 
ness 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.     Not  at  all. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  It  seemed  to  me  a  little 
unfair  that  he  should  have  placed  the  construc- 
tion which  he  did,  in  reference  to  what  he  terms 
the  levity  of  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Banks.]  it  was 
a  construction,  in  my  opinion,  not  fairly  dedu- 
cible  from  the  remarks  themselves.  But,  sir,  it 
was  my  intention,  when  I  offered  this  resolution, 
Xhat  it  should  be  decided  without  discussion;  and 
in  accordance  with  that  purpose,  I  now  move  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  BRANCH.  If  the  gentleman  from  Maine 
will  withdraw  his  demand  for  the  previous  oues- 
tion  for  a  moment,  I  have  an  amendment  that  I 
wish  to  offer  to  his  resolution. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  wish  to  make 
a  single  remark,  if  the  gentleman  will  allow  me. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  After  having  withdrawn 
the  demand  for  the  previous  question  in  favor  of 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Cling- 
MAN,]  I  can  hardly  refuse  the  same  courtesy  to 
my  friend  from  Ohio.  I  withdraw  the  demand, 
if  the  gentleman  will  promise  to  confine  his  re- 
marks to  the  question  of  the  plurality  rule. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  should  not  like  to  enter 
into  any  such  bonds. 

Mr.  WASHBURPfr  Well,  sir,  I  wUl  with- 
draw the  demand  for  the  previous  question,  if  the 
gentleman  will  promise  to  renew  it. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  1  make  that  promise.  And 
now,  Mr.  Clerk,  I  have  to  say  that  I  will  confine 
myself  to  the  resolution  in  the  explanation  I  have 
to  make.  I  will  not,  as  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  has  shown  his  wilhngness  to  do,  discuss 
the  principles  proclaimed  by  the  various  candi- 
dates for  the  speakership.  I  should  like,  however , 
to  do  so,  and  to  compare  their  various  declarations 
now  with  the  platforms  of  the  parties  with  whom 
they  are  acting,  on  some  suitable  occasion.  I 
rise  now  for  the  purpose  of  explaining  why  I 
have  all  along  voted  against  the  adoption  of  the 
plurality  rule.  A  necessity  seems  to  have  de- 
volved upon  me  to  make  this  explanation  for  the 
purpose  of  meeting  the  various  charges  in  the 
newspapers,  and  perhaps  the  inuendoes  on  this 
floor,  that  I  had  not  acted  with  sincerity  in  refer- 
ence to  it. 

I  was  here  in  1849,  when,  for  the  first  time  in 
the  history  of  this  Government,  there  was  a  de- 
parture in  the  election  of  Speaker  from  that  sys- 
tem which  we  are  now  pursuing.  I  was  a  young 
member,  but  I  recollect  well  the  position  held  by 
my  venerable  colleague,  [Mr.  GiDDiiiGs,]  Mr. 
Wilraot,  and  some  six  or  seven  who  were  acting 
with  him,  and  who  held  the  balance  of  power  in 
the  House,  during  the  struggle  to  elect  Mr.  Win- 
throp  Speaker. 

After  we  had  voted  for  three  weeks,  attempts 
were  made  to  adopt  the  plurality  rule.  I  remem- 
ber that  that  little  minority  contended  at  the  time, 
that  they  and  their  constituents,  upon  the  great 
question  of  the  organization  of  the  House,  would 
be  disfranchised  by  that  rule.  They  contended 
that,  so  long  as  they  were  willing  to  take  the  re- 
sponsibiUty  of  standing  out  for  Uieir  candidate, 
it  was  unjust  upon  the  part  of  the  House  so  to 
disfranchiseflthem;  and,  sir,  although  I  disagreed 
with  them  in  respect  to  their  candi(uite,  and  voted 
for  Mr.  Winthrop  in  opposition  to  the  honorable 


gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Cobd,]  yet  I 
agreed  with  them  upon  that  principle,  and  so 
voted  uniformly  against  the  plurality  resolution, 
throughout  that  memorable  contest  for  tlie  speak- 
ership.    I  did  it  upon  principle. 

Mr.  Clerk,  during  the  first  week  of  this  con- 
troversy, when  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  a 
very  handsome  vote — a  portion  of  which,  if  the 
letter  of  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Gjddings,]  which 
was  read  here  the  otaer  day,  is  correct,  was  given 
merely  to  put  me  up  to  let  me  down  a^am — it 
was  suggested  to  me,  I  think  about  the  third  day, 
that  we  could  soon  settle  the  matter  by  the  adop- 
tion of  a  plurality  rule;  but  I  condemned  it  then, 
as  I  do  now.  I  said  that  I  was  upon  the  record 
as  having  voted  against  it  in  1849,  and  that  I  acted 
then  as  f  desire  to  do  now,  in  reference  to  the 
matter — upon  principle. 

I  have  sought  this  occasion  to  make  known 
to  the  country  and  the  House  the  reasons  upon 
which  I  have  acted  and  propofc»e  to  act,  so  that  the 
tongue  of  slander  may  be  silenced,  particularly 
in  reference  to  my  motives  in  voting  against  this 
plurality  rule.  Nov/,  Mr.  Clerk,  in  pursuance 
of  the  promise  made  to  the  gentleman  from 
Maine — and  I  think  he  will  give  me  credit  for 
having,  without  any  pledge,  confined  my  remarks 
to  the  plurality  resolution — I  renew  the  demand 
for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  BANKS  rose. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  will  withdraw  the  de- 
mand for  the  previous  question,  to  allow  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  to  speak,  with  the 
consent  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  will  not  ask  the  gentleman  to 
withdraw  the  demand  for  the  previous  question, 
if  the  House  will  allow  me  to  utter  a  single  sen- 
tence.   [Cries  of"  Agreed!  agreed!**  **Go  on!**] 

No  objection  being  made, 

Mr.  B.  I  have  simply  to  say,  that  I  utterly 
disclaim  the  opinions  imputed  to  me  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina,  in  reference  to  the 
subject  which  he  has  introduced. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  certainly  did  not  wish 
to  do  injustice  to  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts.  I  understood  him  to  say  this  in 
answer  to  the  question  as  to  whether  tne  black 
race  was  equal  to  the  white,  or  superior  to  it. 

A  Member.  Read  what  he  did  say,  from  the 
Globe. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  will  not  trouble  the 
House  with  reading;  it  now;  but  I  understood  the 
gentleman  to  say,  m  substance,  that  the  superior 
or  more  powerful  race  would  absorb  the  weaker, 
and  that  heVas  willing  to  wait  the  developments 
of  time,  or  some  such  thing,  to  see  whether  the 
black  race  would  absorb  the  white  race,  or  the 
white  race  absorb  the  black.  I  understood  the 
gentleman,  therefore,  as  looking  forward  to  thia 
result.  I  do  not  know  that  he  said  he  was  in 
favor  of  seeing  the  experiment  made,  but  he  ex- 
pressed no  repugnance  to  it.  I  understood  him 
as  looking^  to  the  ultimate  result,  in  reference  to 
the  superiority  or  inferiority. of  the  races,  before 
he  would  make  up  his  mind.  Therefore  it  was 
that  I  made  the  comments  which  I  have;  and  1 
am  sure  that  the  House  will  agree  with  me  that 
they  were  legitimate,  in  view  of  the  gentleman's 
remarks.  I  should  be  happy  if  the  gentleman 
would  disclaim  that  position. 

Mr.  ORR.  With  the  permission  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carol'ma,  I  will  read  the  lan- 
guage which  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  Banks]  did  use. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.    Read  it. 

Mr.  ORR.    It  is  as  follows: 

"  I  have  to  say,  in  this  matter,  that  I  accept  the  doctrine 
of  the  Declaratinn  of  Independence,  that  all  men  are  cre- 
ated equal.  In  regard  to  Uie  superiority  of  races,  1  am  im- 
pressed with  the  convicUou  Umt  it  in  to  be  determined  only 
by  capacity  for  endurance.  So  far  as  I  have  studied  the 
subject,  it  seems  to  me  to  be  the  universal  law,  that  the 
weaker  is  alwajrs  al>8orbed  and  disappears  in  the  stronger 
race.  Whether  the  black  race  of  this  continent,  or  any 
other  part  of  the  world,  is  equal  to  tlic  white  race,  can  only 
t>e  determined  by  the  absorption  and  disnppearauce  of  one 
or  the  other ;  and  I  propose  to  wait  until  the  respective 
races  can  be  properly  subjected  to  this  philosophical  test 
before  I  give  a  decisive  answer.'' 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  That  was  just  what  I  un- 
derstood the  ^entl^man  to  say, — that  he  could 
not  determine  in  his  own  mina  which  was  supe- 
rior, but  he  was  willing  to  wait  the  result — as  I 
said,  not  willing  to  put  it  to  any  intellectual  con- 
test, not  to  any  contest  in  science,  mathematics, 
poetry,  or  in  arts,  or  arms;  but  I  understood  him 


to  refer  to  a  psirticular  contest  of  that  sort,  and 
that  he  had  no  objection  to  the  contest.  I  under- 
stood the  gentleman  to.  speak  of  a  grave  question 
with  levity.  Men  generally  look  upon  the  idea 
with  repugnance;  and  I  confess  that  it  surprised 
me  that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  with 
his  education,  attainments,  and  intellect,  should 
express  himself  in  the  manner  which  he  did.  I 
think  he  will  see  that  my  inference  wtis  a  Tery 
natural  one. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  make  no  complaint.  I  rose 
only  to  disclaim  the  opinions  imputed  to  me  bjr 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Nortl^  Cardhna. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  would  suggest  that 
this  debate  is  all  out  of  order,  inasmuch  as  the 
call  for  the  previous  question  has  been  seconded. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.     I  would  ask  my  coUea^c 
to  withdraw  the  call  for  the  previous  question,  , 
so  that  I  may  address  myself  in  explanation  of 
the  allusion  which  was  made  to  me. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    I  iiave  no  control  over  it. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  wish  to  explain  my  vote 
on  the  occasion  referred  to. 

Mr.  WASHBURPi,  of  Maine.  If  I  yield  to 
one  gentleman,  I  must  to  another;  and  so  I  hold 
on  to  the  call  for  the  previous  question. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts proceeded  to  make  his  remarks  by  unan- 
imous consent;  and  the  debate  that  followed  was 
also  made  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  As  this  involves  an  import- 
ant question,  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  uaya  on 
ordering  the  main  question  to  be  now  put. 

Mr.  TRIPPE.  1  move  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  that  motion.  [Cries of  "  No!  no!"]  I 
withdraw  the  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  TRIPPE.  I  renew  the  demand  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  OOBB,  of  Alabama.  I  call  for  teUers  on 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs. Trippb and 
BiLLiNGHURST  Were  appointed. 

The  Question  was  taken,  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered,  the  tellers  having  reported— ayes w, 
noes  78. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  lay 
on  the  table;  and  it  was  agreed  to — yeas  105, 
nays  101;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barksdalc,  Bell, Hendley 
S.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce,  Branch,  Broom,  Bur- 
nett, Cadwalader,  John  P.  Campbell,  Lewi*  D.  Campbell, 
CarlUe,  Caruthcr*,  Clingman,  If  owell  Cobb,  Willi«m«n 
R.  W.  Cobb,  Cox,Craige,  Cullen,  Davidson,  Henry  Win- 
ter Davis,  Denver,  Dowdell,  Dunn,  Edmundsoo,  Elliott, 
English,  Elheridee,  Eustis,  Evans,  Faulkner.  Florence, 
Foster,  Henry  M,  Puller,  Thomiui  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goo*?, 
Greenwood,  Augustus  Hall,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Sampsoa 
W.  Harris,  Thomas  L.  Harris,  Harri^ion,  Herbert,  Hoffman, 
Houston,  Jewett,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Kcitt,  Kelly,  Kenoett, 
Kidwell,  Lake,  Letcher.  Lindley,  Lumpkin,  Alexawler  K. 
"Marshall,  Humphrey  Marshall,  »&niuel  S.  MarabaU,  NaX' 
well,  McMuUin,  McQueen,  Smith  MiUer,  MOteon,  Mill- 
ward,  Moore,  Mordeeai  Oliver,  Orr,  Paine,  Phelps,  Porwr, 
Powell,  Ouitman,  Reade.  Ready,  Ricaud,  Richar*|oo, 
Rivers,  RufRn,  Rust,  Sandidge,  Savage,  Scott,  Samuel  A. 
Smith,  William  R.  Smith,  Sneed,  Stephens,  8tewart» 
Swopc,  Tdlbott,  Trippc,  Underwood,  Valk.  Walker,  War- 
ner. Watkius,  Wells.  Wheeler,  Williams,  Winslow,  Darnel 
B.  Wright,  John  V.  Wright,  and  ZoUlcoffer— 105. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Albright,  Allison,  Ball,  Barbour,  Barclay, 
Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  Billingharst,  Bingham,  Bt»nop, 
Bliss,  Brad^haw,  Brenton,  Bufllngton,  Burl ingame,  James 
H.  Campbell,  Chaffee.  Clawson,  Colflix,  Comimu,  C^f 
Cumback.  Damrell.  Timothy  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  De  Wi"* 
Dick, Dickson,  Dodd,  Durfee,  Edic,  Edwards,  E»'n«'*'^* 
Icr,  GaUowny,  Giddings,  Gilbert,  Granger,  Grow,  Bobert  o. 
Hall,  Harlan,  Hickman,  Holloway, Thomas  R.  "oiton, >»- 
entine  B.  Ilorton,  Howard,  Hushston,  Kelscy,  KnaPJ' 
Knight.  Knowlton,  Knox,  Kunkel,  Leiter.  Mace,  Matw- 
eon,  McCarty,  Meacham,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Nichols,  «w- 
ton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Peck,  Pdlon,  Pennm«»> 
Pettit,  Pike,  Pringle,  Purviance,  Ritchie,  Robbins,  "Wfl, 
SagCjSapp, Sherman,  Simmons,  Spinner, Stanton,  ^JJJJ™' 
han,  Tappan,  Thorington,  Thurston,  Todd,  Trafton,  Tyw?» 
VaU,  VVade,  WaJbridge,  WaldrOu,  Cadwalader  t\  Wa"" 
bume,  Ellibu  B.  Washburne,  Israel  Washburn,  Wfltso". 
Welch,  Whitney,  Wood,  Woodruff, and  Woodworth-l«»- 

So  tlie  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Pending  the  call,  , 

Mr.  BOCOCK  stated  that  he  had  been  requested 
by  his  colleague  [Mr.  Caskie]  to  state,  when 
this  proposition  came  up,  that  he  was  utieny 
opposed  to  it.  Though  called  home  by  wg^ 
considerations,  yet  he  would  never  have  P^IJ^ 
off  with  any  gentleman  except  one  whom  he." 
reason  to  beUeve  would  vote  for  the  resoluuon. 
He  would  vote  against  it  in  every  stage,  if  here. 

Mr.  MACE.    I  move  that  the  House  do  aov 
adjourn. 
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Mr.  ROBBINS.  I  demand  tellers  on  the  mo- 
tion to  adjourn. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Washburn 
of  Maine,  and  Wheeler,  were  appionted. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  forty-five 

Mr.  MACE.  I  withdraw  the  motion  to  ad- 
journ. 

BALLOT  FOR  SPEAKER. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  vote  the  one  hun- 
dred and  fourteenth  time  for  Speaker,  with  the 
foUowii^^  result:  Whole  number  of  votes  cast, 
309;  necessary  to  a  choice,  105;  of  which — 

Nathaniel  P.  Bank4  received 93 

William  A.  Richardson .66 

lleoryM.  Fuller 33 

Alexander  C.  M.  Fcniiingtou 9 

John  Cadwalader 2 

Jame:*  L.  Orr 9 

John  WiUiams 1 

Gilcbiist  Porter 1 

Beujainin  B.Thurston 1 

John  A.  Quitman 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

Tot  Mr.  fianA»— Messrs.  Albright,  Allison^  Ball,  Barbour, 
Henry  Bennett^   Benson,  Billinghurdt,   Bingham,  Bliss, 


Dicky  Dickson,  Dodd,  Durfee,  Edie,  Emric,  Flagler,  Gallo- 
way, GJddings,  Gilbert,  Granger,  Grow,  ^bcrt  B.  Hall, 
Harlan,  Uolloway,  Tliomas  R.  Ilorton,  Valentine  B.  Hor- 
too,  Howard,  Hughston,  Kelsey,  King,  Knapp,  Knigtat, 
Knowlton,  Knox,  Kimkel,  Leiter,  Mace,  Mattcson,  Mo- 
Carty,  Meactaam,  Morean,  Morrill,  Nichols,  Norton,  An- 
drew Oliver,  Parker,  Pelton,  Pettit,  Pike,  Pringle,  Purvi- 
ance,  Ritchie,  Roberts,  Sabin,  Sage,  Sapp,  Sherman,  Sim- 
mons, Spinner,  Stanton,  Stranahan,  Tappan,  Thorington, 
Thurvtoii,  Todd,  Tmfton,  Ty»on,  Wade,  VValbridge,  Wal- 
dron,  Cadwalader  C.  Washbumc,  EllihU  B.  Washbume. 
Israel  Washburn,  Watson,  Welch,  Wood,  Woodruff,  and 
Woodworili. 

For  Mr.  RUhartbon  —  Mesan.  Aiken,  Allen.  Barclay, 
Barksdale,  Boll,  Hendley  S.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie, 
Branch,  Burnett,  Cadwalader,  Caruthers,  Clingman,  How- 
ell Cobb,  Wiliiamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Craige,  Davidson,  Den- 
rer.  Dowdell,  Edmund^n,  Elliott,  English,  Faulkner,  Flor- 
ence, Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode,  Greenwood,  Augustus 
Ball,  Sampson  W.  Hani:»,  Thomas  L.  Harris,  Herbert, 
Hickman,  Houston,  Jewett,  George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy 
Jones,  Kelly,  Kidwell,  Letcher,  Lumpkin,  Samuel  S. 
Marshall^  Maxwell,  MeMuiUn,  Smith  Miller,  Millson.Mor- 
decat  Oliver,  Orr,  Peck,  Phelps,  Powell,  Quitman,  Ruffin, 
IlastjSandidse,  Savage,  SunucI  A.  Smith,  Stephens^  Stew- 
art, TalbottrVail,  Warner,  Watkins,  Wells,  Winslow, 
Daniel  B.  VVright,  and  John  V.  Wright. 

For  Mr.  Fuller— Messrs.  Broom,  John  P.  Campbell,  Car- 
Itle,  Cox,  Cullen,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Etheridge,  Eustis, 
Bvans,  Poster,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Hoffman,  Kennett, 
L«ake,  Lindley,  Alexander  K.  Marshall,  Humphrey  Mar- 
shall, Millward,  Paine,  Porter,  Readc,  Ready,  Ricaud, 
Rivers,  William  K.  Smith,  Sneed,  Swope,  Trippe,  Under- 
wood, Valk,  Walker,  Whitney,  and  ZoUicoffer. 

For  Mr.  Penntngfon— Messrs.  Bishop.  ClawBoiyfk.Dunn, 
Edwards,  Harrison,  Haven,  Moore,  Roboins,  and  Scott. 

For  Mr.  Codiraiaiier— 'Messrs.  Boyce  and  McQueen. 

For  Mr.  Orr— Messrs.  Kichard>on  and  Williami. 

For  Mr.  fTtMioms— Mr.  Wheeler. 
*    For  Mr.  Porter— Mr.  Henry  M.  Fuller. 

For  Mr.  Thurston— Mr.  Brenton. 

For  Mr.  (luUman— Mr.  Keitt. 

Mr.  MILLER,  of  Indiana.  I  more  that  the 
House  do  now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  thereupon  (at 
ten  minutes  to  three  oVIock,  p.  m.)  the  House 
adjourned  till  to-morrow,  at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday,  January  16,  1856. 

The  House  was  called  to  order  by  the  Clerk  at 
twelve  o'clock,  m. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
ELECTION  OF  SPEAKER. 

Mr.  THORINGTON.  Mr.  Clerk,  the  re- 
peated delays  that  have  occurred  in  the  or^niza- 
tion  of  this  House,  I  presume,  have,  by  this  time, 
satisfied  nearly  every  member  that  the  state  of 
thin^  has  occurred  which  was  predicted  by  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Etheridge] 
several  days  ago — that  voting  for  particular  can- 
didates has  become  chronic. 

I  cannot  sav  that  I  expect  the  resolution  which 
I  hold  in  my  hand  will  have  the  result  of  eifectinff 
an  immediate  organization  of  the  House;  but  1 
nevertheless  feel  it  my  duty  to  contribute  my  mite, 
so  far  as  lies  in  my  power,  towards  the  election 
of  a  presiding  officer  over  this  body. 

I  have  not  consulted  the  gentleman  whose  name 
I  have  embraced  in  this  resolution  in  reference  to 
the  use  I  have  made  of  his  name;  a  proper  sense 
of  delicacy  has  prevented  me  from  doing  so.    And 


I  take  this  occasion  to  say  that,  in  offering  this 
resolution,  I  am  not  to  be  understood  as  making 
any  objections  to  the  j^entleman  for  whom  I  have 
been  voting  the  last  hundred  and  odd  ballots.  So 
far  from  that,  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  , 
votes  I  have  given,  and  I  shall  be  satisfied  to  vote  { 
for  the  same  gentleman  in  future,  if  the  resolution 
I  now  propose  to  submit  is  not  adopted.  My 
resolution  is  in  these  words: 

Rewlvcd,  That  Lewis  D.  Campbrll  be  declared  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  or  Reprc^M^ntaUves  for  the  Thirty- 
Fourth  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  selected  the  gentleman  named  in  this 
resolution,  because,  from  the  terms  in  which  I 
have  heard  him  spoken  of,  I  believe  he  would  not 
be  as  objectionable  to  some  members  of  the  House 
with  whom  I  have  been  acting  as  other  gentlemen 
who  have  been  named  and  voted  for.  I  submit 
the  resolution,  and  in  accordance  with  the  course 
which  has  been  pursued  in  this  House  by  other 
gentlemen,  in  order  to  bring  the  House  to  a  direct 
vote,  I  move  the  orevious  question. 

Mr.  ALEXANTDER  K.MARSHALL.  I  ask 
the  gentleman  to  withdraw  that  motion,  to  enable 
me  to  offer  an  amendment. 

Several  Members.    Oh,  no;  don't  yield. 

Mr.  THORINGTON.  I  prefer  to  have  the 
House  vote  directly  upon  the  resolution,  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  That's  right;  let  us  take 
a  direct  vote  upon  it.  I  hope  we  shall  have  no 
amendment. 

Mr.  LEITER.  I  ask  the  ^ntleman  to  with- 
draw the  motion  for  the  previous  question  for  a 
moment;  I  desire  to  say  a  word  in  reference  to 
that  resolution. 

Mr.  THORINGTON.  As  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Leiter]  is  from  the  State  from  which 
Mr.  Campbell  comes,  perhaps  it  is  due  to  him 
as  a  matter  of  courtesy  that  I  should  withdraw 
in  his  favor. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  hope,  if  the  gentleman 
withdraws  his  demand  for  tne  previous  question 
in  favor  of  one  ffentltman,  he  will  in  favor  of 
othera.  I  hope  the  previous  question  will  be  in- 
sisted on,  but,  if  it  is  withdrawn  at  all,  let  it  be 
withdrawn  altogether. 

Mr.  THORINGTON.  As  my  withdrawal 
seems  to  be  objected  to,  I  shall  insist  on  the  de- 
mand for  the  previous  question. 

Several  Members.  That  is  right.  Hold  off 
to  it. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  SNEED."  Is  it  in  order  to  move  that  there 
be  a  call  of  the  House .' 

The  CLERK.  It  is  in  order.  [Loud  cries  of 
"Don't  do  it!"] 

Mr.  SNEED.  Very  well;  I  will  not  make  the 
motion. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  I  do  make  the  motion.  I 
move  that  there  be  a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  rise  to  a  question  of 
order.  A  motion  for  a  call  of  the  House  is  not 
in  order  after  the  House  has  seconded  the  de- 
mand for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  I  should  like  to  know  the 
reason  why  it  is  not  in  order? 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Because  the  House  has 
ordered  that  the  main  question  shall  be  now  put. 
The  rule  of  the  House  is  express  upon  the  sub- 
ject. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  will  state  to  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia,  that  we  are  not  now 
acting  under  the  rules  of  the  House,  but  under 
the  parliamentary  law.  Under  parliamentary 
law,  the  motion  or  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
is  in  order. 

Mr.  CADWALADER.  Is  the  motion  for  a 
call  of  the  House  in  order  when  the  House  has 
ordered  that  the  main  question  shall  be  now  put 
upon  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Iowa.' 

The  CLERK.  Under  parliamentary  law  a 
motion  that  there  be  a  call  or  the  House  is  always 
in  order. 

Mr.  ORR.  The  House  has  ordered  that  the 
main  question  shall  be  now  put,  and,  as  a  matter 
of  course,  it  is  not  in  order  to  move  that  there 
be  a  call  of  the  House,  because  it  is  in  conflict 
with  the  order  the  House  has  made  that  the  main 
question  shall  be  now  put. 

The  CLERK.  Would  it  not  be  in  order  to 
move  that  the  House  adjourn.' 

Mr.  ORR.     Certainly  it  would,  because  an 


exception  is  expressly  made  in  reference  to  mo- 
tions to  adjourn. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  With  all  due  deference  to 
gentlemen,  I  think  the  House  has  not  ordered 
that  the  main  question  shall  be  now  put. 

The  CLERK.  The  House  has  made  that 
order. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  If  the  House  has  made  that 
order,  I,  perhaps,  ought  not  to  insist  upon  my 
motion. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  move  that  the 
resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Iowa  be  laid 
upon  the  table. 

The  CLERK.  That  motion  is  in  order,  but 
the  motion  that  there  be  a  call  of  the  House  will 
take  precedence,  if  the  gentleman  insists  upon  the 
motion.  Does  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
insist  in  his  motion.' 

Mr.  MORGAN.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  I  had  bet- 
ter insist  upon  the  motion. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Does  the  Clerk  decide  that 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  is 
in  order.' 

The  CLERK.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Clerk, 
the  motion  is  in  order.  As,  nowever,  there  seems 
to  be  doubts  in  reference  to  it,  he  prefers  to  sub- 
mit the  question  to  the  House. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  will  not  take  an  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  the  Clerk,  but  I  take  this 
occasion  to  soy  that  I  think  the  decision  decid- 
edly wrong.  The  motion  that  there  be  a  call  of 
the  House  is  nota  privileged  question.  Nothing 
except  a  question  of  privilege,  or  a  privileged 
question,  can  override  the  motion  that  the  main 
question  shall  Ub  now  put.  I  think  the  motion, 
therefore,  is  clearly  not  in  order;  but  I  shall  not 
take  an  appeal. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  would  remark  to 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  that  the  Constitu- 
tion gives  the  House  the  power  to  compel  the 
attendance  of  absent  members;  which  would,  of 
course,  make  the  motion  that  there  be  a  call  of 
the  House  a  privileged  question. 

Mr.  ORR.  That  is,  when  there  is  ito  quorum 
present. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  It  certainly  does  not  make 
the  motion  a  privileged  one,  to  override  the  mo- 
tion that  the  main  question  shall  be  now  put. 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  K.MARSHALL.  I  take 
an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  Upon  that  appeal  I  demand 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia.  I  would  sugeest  to 
the  gentleman  who  has  raised  the  point  or  order, 
that  it  be  withdrawn,  and  allow  the  yeas  and 
nays  to  be  taken  directly  upon  the  motion  that 
there  be  a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  certainly  have  no  ob- 
jection to  withdrawing  the  question  of  order, 
if  the  object  is  to  give  gentlemen  an  opportunity 
to  come  m,  we  mi^ht  as  well  have  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  the  motion  for  a  ccal  of  the  House  as 
anything  else. 

Mr.  COBB.    It  will  save  time, 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  will  withdraw  my  ques- 
tion of  order. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  of  Illinois.  I  ask  for 
tellers  upon  the  yeas  and  nays,  upon  the  motion 
for  a  call  of  the  House. 

Tellers' were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  MoROAir 
and  Craige  appointed.  * 

The  House  was  divided;  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported fifteen  in  the  affirmative — not  a  sufiicient 
number. 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  House 
refused  to  order  a  call. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  motion 
that  the  resolution  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  will  withdraw- 
that  motion,  and  allow  the  vote  to  be  taken  di- 
rectly upon  the  resolution.  Will  not  the  vote 
now  be  upon  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
Iowa .' 

The  CLERK.     Directly  upon  that  resolution* 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  resolu- 
tion; and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  50, 
nays  150;  as  follows; 

YEAS— Mesirs.  Allison.  Banks,  Barbour.  Henry  Ben- 
nett, Bishop,  Brad£>hnw,  Brenton,  James  H.  Campbell, 
Chaffee,  Clawson,  Colfax. Cnmback.  Dean,  Dickson,  Dunn, 
Durt'ee,  Edie,  EdwardK,  Harrison,  Haven,  Holloway,  Val- 
entine B.  Unrton,  Hushston,  Knight,  Knox,  Kunkel,  Let- 
ter, Mace,  Mill^^sird,  Moore,  Norton,  Peaice,  Pel  ton,  Pen- 
nington, Penit,  Pringlv,  Purviaoc),  Ritchie,  RobMnfl,  Rob- 
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erto,  Scon,  Sherman,  Thorington.Thurnloii,  Todd,  Tyson,  | 
Wi'ich,  VVheeler,  VVotHlruff.  and  Wim^ worth— 50.  , 

NA  VH—  Mc^Hns.  Aiken,  Aibnglit^  Allen,  Barclay,  Barlu> 
dnic,  Kcll,  n<>i)son,  BillinglmrHt,  Buighaai,  Blise,  liocuck,  ! 
Bowit!,  Boyce,  Bntjieh,  Broom,  BuMiigton,  Buriinganie,  , 
Buruf^u,  Umhvaladcr,  John  P.  CaraplM!lI,CarlUe,  CaniUiers,  ' 
Cliiinman,  Howell  Cobb,  VVilliauiKon  K.  W.  Cobb.  Coining,  i 
CoK,  Crajrin,  Cmiffp,Cullen,  Dnmrell,DavidiM)n,Day,  Deii- 
vt»r.  l)e  Will,  Dick,  Dodd,  Dowdell,  Edmundson,  Elliott, 
Einrie,  EiiglUh.  Eiheridge,  Eastl.o,  Evans,  Faulkner,  Flag- 
ler, Florence,  Fouler, Thomat*  J.  D.  Fuller,  Galloway,  Gid- 
cliJit;-4,  Gilbert,  GfMHle,  Granger,  Gn?enw«»od,  Grow,  Au- 
pusiuH  Hall,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan^  J.  Morrwon  Harris, 
6anip!«on  W.  Harris, Thomas  L.  Harris,  Uerlxtrt,  Hickman, 
Hoffman,  Thomajt  K.  Horton,  Houston,  Howard,  Jewett, 
Geor?re  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jone**,  Keitt,  Kelly,  KeUey, 
Kidwell,  Kin!?,  Knapp,  Knowlion,'  Lake,  Letcher,  Lmd- 
ley.  Lumpkin,  Alexander  K.  Marshall,  Samuel  S.  Mar- 
shall. Matteson,  Maxwell,  MeCarty,  McMullin,McUueen, 
Meaeham,  t^mith  Miller,  Mill^n,  Morgan,  Morril,  Nichols, 
Andrew  Oliver,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Peck,  PlielpH,  Pike, 
Porter,  Powell,  Quitman,  Reade,  Ready,  Ricaud,  Richard- 
son, Rivers,  RutTin,  Rust,  Habin,  8age,  SandiUge,  Sapp, 
Saviige,  Himnions,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  R.  Smith, 
^need,  Spinner,  Stanton,  Stepheiu:,  Stewart,  SlranaJian, 
Swope,  Talbori,  Tappan,  Trafion,  Trippe,  Undenvood, 
Vail,  Wade,  Walbridffi;,  Waldron,  Walker,  Warner,  Cad- 
WHlader  C.  Waslibume,  Ellihu  B.  Waehbume,  Israel 
Washburn,  Watkins,  Watson,  Welln,  Whitney,  WiUiams, 
Wiuslow,  Wood,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  John  V.  \Vrighl,  and 
Zolliconer— 150. 

So  the  resolution  was  not  agreed  to. 

Pending  the  call,  when  Mr.  Hckdlet  S.  Ben- 
nett's name  was  called, 

Mr.  aUlTMAN  informed  the  House  that  Mr. 
Bennett  was  detained  from  the  House  by  sick- 
ness, and  therefore  did  not  vote. 

Mr.  GALLOWAY  (when  his  name  was  called) 
said :  It  is  well  known  to  my  friends  that  I  enter- 
tain a  hi^h  personal  regard  for  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Campbell;]  and  if  I  eould  secure  my 
personal  preferences,  I  should  cheerfully  vote  for 
nun  upon  this  resolution;  but  until  I  can  be  as- 
sured by  some  reliable  manifestation,  by  the  votes 
of  this  House,  that  there  is  a  different  state  of 
sentiment  from  what  existed  when  he  was  a  can- 
didate before  the  House,  I  cannot  consistently 
change  my  position;  and  therefore  I  vote  no. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  (when  his  name  was  called) 
said:  It  is  well  known  that  I  have  heretofore, 
when  there  was  a  prospect  of  the  election  of  my 
colleague,  [Mr.  Campbell,]  voted  for  him  cheer- 
fully. I  voted  for  him  while  he  was  a  candidate, 
and  I  left  him  because  of  an  impression  that  he 
could  not  be  elected,  and  on  his  own  declination. 
I  have  c*ist  my  vote  a  great  number  of  times,  in 
association  with  other  gentlemen,  to  the  number 
of  a  hundred  or  more,  for  our  present  candidate, 
[Mr.  Banks.]  Without  any  intimation  that  these 
hundred  gentlemen,  who  nave  heretofore  voted 
for  Mr.  Banks,  have  asked  for  a  change  of  candi- 
dates, without  any  consultation,  as  far  as  I  know, 
this  resolution  has  been  thrown  upon  us.  I  con- 
cede that  every  gentleman  here  has  a  perfect  right 
to  make  what  proposition  he  chooses.  Every 
gentleman  has  a  nght  to  act  independently;  but 
upon  a  measure  of  this  importance,  I  think  it 
would  be  prudent,  at  least,  for  gentlemen,  while 
acting  together  upon  matters  of  this  grave  mo- 
ment, to  consult  together  before  an  attempt  is  made 
to  change  our  position.  I  cannot,  by  my  vote, 
sanction  the  course  now  proposed — to  leave  Mr. 
Banks,  and  go  for  any  other  individual,  until  I 
siiall  have  compared  ideas  with  our  friends,  and 
see  whether  we  can  do  better  than  to  adhere  to 
our  present  position.  I,  therefore,  shall  vote 
against  the  resolution;  and  I  shall  stand  where  I 
am,  until  I  can  see  some  prospect  that  a  change 
will  be  for  the  better.    I  vote  no. 

Mr.  MACE  (when  his  name  was  called)  said: 
I  propose,  sir, — inasmuch  as  it  is  tiie  practice, — 
to  assign  very  briefly  the  reasons  why  I  shall 
vote  for  the  resolution  under  consideration.  There 
are  some  things  on  the  record,  Mr.  Clerk,  in 
reference  to  our  doings  in  this  protracted  state  of 
disorganization,  but  there  are  some  things  which 
are  not  on  the  record ;  and  I  feel  it  due  to  niyself, 
upon  this  occasion,  to  state  briefly  the  position  I 
have  assumed  since  the  meeting  of  the  present 
Congress.  When  I  came  here,  air,  some  time 
since,  it  was  stated  by  the  public  press  that  I, 
perhaps,  would  be  a  candidate  for  tlie  speaker- 
ship. No  such  intention  ever  crossed  my  mind 
for  a  moment.  The  next  day  after  I  arrived 
here,  I  met  Mr.  Campbell,  ancl  knowing  that  he 
must  have  seen  such  statement  of  the  press,  I  at 
once  frankly  told  him  I  was  not  a  candidate,  but 
that  I  was  for  him ;  that  I  had  come  here  with  the 
one  purpose  of  speedily  organizing  this  House. 
I  then  laid  it  down  oa  a  rule  for  myself,  that  I 


would  vote  at  all  times  for  the  anti-Nebraska 
candidate  who  was  receiving  a  majority  of  votes. 
In  accordance  with  tlmt  determination,  I  voted 
for  Mr.  Campbell  until  he  voluntarily  withdrew 
his  name  an  a  candidate.  Since  that  time,  I  have 
steadily  votea  for  Mr.  Banks.  I  am  not  dissat- 
isfied with  either  of  those  votes.  I  have  been 
ready,  and  am  perfectly  willing  at  all  times,  that 
either  of  those  gentlemen  shouJd  occupy  the  dis- 
tinguished position  of  Speaker  of  this  House. 
My  idea,  in  reference  to  the  election  of  Speaker, 
has  been  tliis,  at  all  times:  I  have  been  willing  at 
any  moment  to  vote  for  any  anti-Nebraska  man 
upon  this  floor;  and  I  will  state  here  frankly — 
because  I  have  no  concealment  to  make — that,  in 
my  humble  judgment,  had  the  policy  been  pur- 
sued in  reference  to  cdl  the  candidates  which  was 
pursued  in  reference  to  Mr.  Campbell,  this  House 
would  have  been  organized  long  since;  and  that 
policy  is,  not  to  nail  our  flag  to  the  fortunes  of 
any  particular  anti-Nebraska  man,  but  to  come 
forward  in  good  faith  and  try  our  strength  upon 
each  man  for  a  reasonable  length  of  time,  but  not 
to  nmke  a  halt  there,  and  come  to  a  dead  lock. 
We  should  interchange  sentiments  among  our- 
selves, and  see  if  we  could  not  effect  an  organiza- 
tion by  the  election  of  some  other  gentleman  who 
entertains  sentiments  such  as  we  do. 

In  thisj::onncction  I  wish  to  make  another  re-^ 
mark.  I  Imve  heard  it  said  upon  this  floor,  and 
repeatedly  said,  that  tliis  party  or  that  party  was 
responsible  for  the  non-organization  of  this  House. 
We  may  say  what  we  please  in  reference  to  that 
question  in  this  Hall,  but  we  have  a  people  at 
home — a  discriminating  people — dhd  that  people 
will,  as  sure  as  we  sit  here,  attribute  the  want  of 
organization  of  this  House  to  the  anti-Nebraska 
party  here.  We  are  in  the  majority  here,  and 
ty  a  union  of  our  forces  we  can  elect  a  Speaker 
at  €my  time.  It  is  futile  that  we  should  expect 
the  fViends  of  the  distinguished  gentleman  from 
Illinois  [Mr.  Richahdson]  to  concur  with  and  aid 
us  in  i^^aking  an  election.  It  is  futile  to  expect 
that  the  friends  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr.  Fuller]  should  come  to  our  rescue. 
Those  gentlemen  cannot  do  it.  They  cannot  do 
it  without  falsifying  their  convictions  of  duty, 
and  without  falsifying  what  they  believe  to  be  the 
will  of  their  constituents.  I  admire  the  man,  be 
he  Democrat,  be  he  American,  or  anti-Nebraska, 
%ho  would  stand  upon  this  floor  and  duly  repre- 
sent the  will  of  his  constituents.  Such  is  the 
kind  of  men  I  like. 

Now,  sir,  I  do  not  say  I  represent  my  constit- 
uents. I  have  tried  to  do  it,  and  to  do  it  honestly, 
and  I  intend  so  to  continue.  I  cannot  vote  for 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Richardson,] 
nor  can  I  vote  for  tlie  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, [^Mr.  Fuller,]  or  for  any  gentleman  wlio 
entertains  sentiments  such  as  have  been  avowed 
by  these  gentlemen.  Should  I  do  so,  I  should 
run  athwart  twenty-five  thousand  majority  in 
my  diilrict.  I  can  vote  for  Mr.  Banks,  or  Mr. 
Campbell,  or  for  twenty  other  gentlemen  upon 
this  floor,  who  would  discharge  Sih  duties  of  that 
position,  if  not  as  well  as  some  pthers,  yet  re- 
spectably. 

Such  is  my  position,  and  I  intend  to  adhere  to 
it.  I  say  to  the  anti-Nebraska  men ,  once  for  all , 
that  it  is  due  to  yourselves,  to  your  country, 
that  you  should  come  forward  and  go,  not  for 
men,  but  for  measures,  in  the  organization  of  this 
House  according  to  the  will  of  a  majority  of  the 
anti-Nebraska  men  upon  this  floor.  If  you  do 
not  do  it,  let  the  consequences  rest  upon  your 
head — it  will  not  rest  upon  mine.     I  vote  ay. 

Mr.  PARKER  (on  his'name  being  called)  stated 
that  he  had  paired  off  with  Mr.  Humpuret  Mar- 
shall. 

Mr.  PEARCE^on  his  name  being  called)  said: 
It  is  proper,  Mr.  Clerk,  for  members  on  this  floor 
to  give  explanations  of  tlieir  votes;  and  I  suppose 
that  one  great  object  of  explanation  is  that  every 
Representative  may  stand  properly  before  his 
constituents.  I  wish,  therefore,  to  give  a  word 
of  explanation  here  of  the  votes  that  I  have  given 
since  we  met  here  as  a  body  for  the  purpose  of 
organizing  this  House.  It  is  well  known,  Mr. 
Clerk,  that  I  first  cast  my  vote  for  my  distin- 

fuished  friend  and  colleague,  Mr.  Fuller,  of 
luzerne.  I  was  induced  to  vote  for  that  honor- 
able and  distinguished  gentleman,  first,  because 
of  my  entertaining  strong  personal  feelings  of 
friendship  for  hira;  and  I  may  be  permitted,  sir, 


to  say  here,  in  regard  to  that  gentleman,  thaC-^ 

"  To  know  is  liut  to  love  bun.*' 
It  was  with  the  greatest  reluctance,  therefore,  Chat 
I  saw  myself  compelled  to  leave  him  and  cast  my 
vote  for  another. 

But  I  had  another  reason  for  casting  my  yote 
for  another  gentleman.  At  the  time  I  was  voting 
for  Mr.  Fuller,  I  thought  that  liis  views  coin- 
cided with  my  own  views  on  this  great  Nelir&ska 
questi^.  I  thought  that  his  views  would  be  per- 
fectly satisfactory  to  my  constituents.  But  afWr 
his  honest,  manfy  avowal  on  this  floor,  of  his 
sentiments,  (and  i  give  liim  credit  for  this  honest 
and  fearless  assertion,)  I  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  he  would  not  be  acceptable  to  my  constitu- 
ents. These  were  my  impressions  at  the  time, 
an^  they  are  so  at  present. 

I  then  changed  my  vote;  and  as  I  have  been 
attacked  at  home  by  those  who  do  not  understand 
matters  as  we  are  prepared  to  understand  them, 
I  wish  to  assign  some  reasons  why  I  voted  for 
the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  Banks.]  I  voted  for  him,  first,  because  I 
had  reason  to  believe  that  the  charges  which  were 
made  against  that  gentleman  as  to  his  being  a 
leader  of  the  ultra  Abolitionists  of  Massachusetts 
were  not  well-founded.  I  took  particular  pains 
to  inquire  whether  he  did  act  with  the  ultra  Abo- 
litionists of  Massachusetts,  and,  from  the  best 
information  which  I  could  obtain,  I  was  satisfied 
that  such  was  not  the  case;  for  I  would  not  vote 
for  any  man  here  as  Speaker  whom  I  regard  as 
an  ultra  Abolitionist. 

Then,  sir,  I  voted  for  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts for  another  reason  —  because  I  liras 
satisfied  that  he  was  a  member  of  the  American 
party.  [Laughter  and  applause.]  I  wish  to  make 
a  distinct  avowal  here,  that  I  would  vote  for  no 
man  who  is  not  a  member  of  that  great,  that 
glorious,  that  giant  American  party .  [Applause.] 
Being  satisfied  that  he  [Mr.  Banks]  was  a  mem- 
ber of  that  organization,  and  that  he  was  a  mem- 
ber not  only  tor  a  specific  purpose,  but  honestly 
and  truly — that  he  was  not  only  an  American, 
but  one  who  would  not  subordinate  his  Ameri- 
canism to  any  other  ism — I  gave  him  my  cordial 
support. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  May  I  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Pearce]  one  Question  ? 

Mr.  PEARCE.  I  do  not  want  to  be  inter- 
rupted. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  only  want  the  gentleman 
to  point  out  the  difference  between  AG".  Batiks 
and  an  ultra  Abolitionist. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  I  am  not  used  to  being  inter- 
rogated, and  I  do  not  want  to  be  interrupted  in 
my  discourse.  I  hope,  therefore,  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  McMullin]  will  not  persist 
in  interruDting  me.  I  repeat,  Mr.  Clerk,  that  I 
voted  for  tne  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  under 
this  impression.  I  believed  that  not  only  was  he 
an  American,  but  that  he  was  a  true  American. 
I  voted  for  him  again,  because  a  pressuire  was 
brought  to  bear  upon  me  from  home  on  account 
of  the  non-organization  ,Df  this  House.  And 
being  assured,  not  only  frdm  what  I  heard  here, 
in  respect  to  his  Americanism,  but  from  his  speech 
which  is  on  the  record,  and  to  which  all  can  refer, 
I  felt  bound  to  support  him.  He  has  declared 
that  his  sentiments  then  are  his  sentiments  now 
He  stood  here  as  the  strongest  anti-^cbraska  can- 
didate before  tlie  House;  and  I  voted  for  him 
because  I  wished  to  show  my  willingness  to  vote 
for  a  man  who  was  not  objectionable  to  my  con- 
stituents, and  that  I  would  not  stand  in  the  way 
of  an  organization  of  thib  House. 

I  voted  for  Mr.  Banks  again  because  I  repre- 
sent a  district  here  which  was  so  strongly  anti- 
Nebraska  in  its  sentiments  and  feelings  that  my 
honorable  predecessor,  [Mr.  Gramble,]  although 
an  old-line  Democrat,  and  a  man  of  sterling  worth 
and  integrity,  and  of  influence  in  his  party,  cast 
his  vote  ever  and  anon  against  the  passage  of  that 
bill,  and  was  applauded  by  his  party  for  his 
manly  bearing.  I  vote  for  Mr.  Banks  as  an  anti- 
Nebraska  man  and  an  American,  because  I  ara 
pledged  to  my  constituents  to  do  all  that  I  can  do 
against  the  extension  of  slavery  into  virgin  soil 
of  the  Territories;  and  he  [Mr.  Banks]  had  con- 
demned and  voted  against  tlie  passage  of  the 
Kansas-Nebraska  bill.  I  wish  to  show  to  ray 
constituents  that  I  was  not  thereto  avow  one 
thing  and  came  here  to  do  another. 

These,  sir^  are  my  reasons  for  liaving  voted  for 
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the  distio^niished  gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 
And  now,  sir,  tliat  another  gentleman  [Mr. 
Campbell,  of  Ohio]  has  been  named  here  this 
morning,  who  is  an  American  and  an  anti-Ne* 
braska  man,  I  cannot  take  the  responsibility  of 
voting  against  him,  lest  it  should  be  said  at  home 
aiid  in  the  country  that  I  was  pinned  to  any  one 
man,  and  was  not  willing  to  vote  for  another  man 
equally  worthy.  I  have  no  objection  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  nor  do  I  mean  to  say 
by  the  vote  which  I  am  now  about  to  giv^  that  I 
sh&Il  not  hereafter  vote  for  that  genUeman.  I 
ehall  be  governed  by  circumstances.  I  shall  vote 
now  for  Mr.  Campbell.    I  vote  ay. 

Mr.  PAINE  (on  liis  name  bein^ "called)  said: 
Mr.  Clerk,  in  voting  on  the  resolution  before  the 
House  no  opportunity  is  allowed  me  to  express 
a  preference  m  the  selection  of  a  member  of  this 
body  to  occupy  the  Speaker's  chair.  In  the 
course  I  shall  take  I  desire  simply  to  show  that 
I  am  not  willing  to  stand  in  the  way  of  an  organi- 
zation, unless  the  occasion  arise  when  I  may 
believe  it  to  be  my  iniperative  duty  to  defeat 
such  an  organization.  I  cannot  support  the  res- 
olution; but,  being  unwilling  to  assert  that  no 
other  gentleman  than  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Fuller]  should  be 
elected  to  preside  over  us,  I  abstain  from  voting 
against  it,  and  therefore  decline  to  vote. 

Mr.  PENNINGTON  (on  his  name  being 
called)  asked  that  the  Clerk  should  again  report 
the  resolution,  stating  that  he  had  just  entered 
the  Hall. 

The  resolution  was  again  reported. 

Mr.  PENNINGTON.  I  shall  vote  in  the  af- 
firmative on  that  resolution,  and  I  do  it  without 
intending  anything  in  the  least  disrespectful  or  in- 
vidious towards  any  other  candidate  on  this  floor. 
I  shall  do  so  in  accordance  with  the  declarations 
made  by  me  the  other  day,  and  the  convic- 
tions and  opinions  with  which  I  came  into  this 
Congress  as  to  what  was  due  to  my  friend  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Campbell,]  because  of  the  eminent 
ability  and  fidelity  with  which  he  has  discharged 
his  duty  to  the  country  and  to  his  party.     I  vote 

Mr.  PURVIANCE  (when  his  name  was 
called)  cose  and  said:  Mr.  Clerk,  I  desire  to  make 
a  word  of  explanation.  I  do  not  indorse  the  sen- 
timents of  the  hoHomble  gentleman  from  Indiana, 
[Mr.  Mace;]  1  do  not  agree  with  him  that  the 
responsibility  for  our  disorganization  rests  with 
those  who  have  been  voting  for  Mr.  Bakks. 

Mr.  MACE.    I  did  not  say  so. 

Mr.  PURVLANCE.  Well,  then,  on  the  anti- 
r^cbraska  men  of  this  House.  I  now  desire, 
sir,  to  some  extent,  to  review  this  question  of 
responsibility.  For  six  lonff  weeks  we  have  been 
voting  from  day  to  day,  and  we  have  been  dis- 
cussing questions  wholly  irrelevant  to  the  ques- 
tion of  responsibility  for  our  want  of  organiza- 
tion. And  as  to  the  discussion  being  on  this  side 
of  the  I  House,  I  have  to  say,  that  the  Empire 
State,  with  thirty-three  members  on  this  floor, 
has  preserved  throughout  an  almost  unbroken 
eilence.  The  Buckeye  State,  with  the  exception 
of  a  speech  or  two  from  the  venerable  gentleman 
from  the  Ashtabula  district,  [Mr.  GroniNos,]  and 
of  impromptu  replies  of  the  gentleman  from  the 
Butler  district,  [Mr.  Campbell,]  has  refrained 
from  participating  in  the  debate.  The  Keystone 
State,  Vith  the  exception  of  some  personal  ex- 
planations amon^  its  members,  has  also  abstained 
from  the  discussion  of  the  question.  Tlie  North- 
west has  taken  but  little  part  in  the  debate;  New 
Jersey,  none;  and  New  England,  although  her 
honored  son  has  been  assailed  here  from  day  to 
day ,  has  remained  quiet.  She  has  remained  tran- 
quil; but  the  time  will  come,  if  this  House  be 
ever  organized,  when  she  will  vindicate  the  world- 
wide renown  of  the  mother  of  the  first  battle- 
field of  the  Revolution.  She  bides  her  time,  and 
that  time  will  come  so  sure  as  the  sun  has  risen 
in  the  heavens  this  day.  Her  sons,  *•  the  wor- 
thy sous  of  worthy  sires, "  have  up  to  the  present 
moment  remained  quiet  in  tlieir  seats;  and  I  un- 
dertake to  say  that,  during  this  six  weeks*  dis- 
cussion— and  this  is  in  answer  to  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Mace]-— the  entire  North 
.  have  not  participated  in  this  discussion  to  the 
amount  or  two  days. 

Now,  what  has  given  rise  to  this  failure  of  or- 
ganization? The  Democratic  party  over  the  way 
uraiued  a  resolution  on  tb«  slavery  question, 


although  they  professed  to  be  in  favor  of  peace  and 
quiet,  and  opposed  to  all  agitation  of  that  ques- 
tion. They  present — what?  Why,  what  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  [Mr.  Stephens]  some  time 
since  declared  to  be  the  squatter  principle.  For 
what  purpose  ?  Certainly,  for  the  purpose  of  agi- 
tation. With  a  view  of  drawing  a  line  ?  Ifo; 
but  to  reaffirm  the  abolition  of  a  compromise 
line — a  line  done  away  with  by  an  act  of  the  last 
Congress,  and  which  the  President  and  the  Senate 
now  stand  ready  to  resist  any  proposition  of  res- 
toration which  may  be  passed  by  the  popular 
branch  of  the  Government.  Why  thrust  into 
this  House  this  Nebraska  act  unless  it  was  for 
the  purpose  of  agitation  ? 

Again,  who  from  time  to  time  in  this  House 
have  been  voting  against  organization?  They 
are  not  on  this  side  of  the  House.  Who  have 
been  offering  the  plurality  resolution  with  a  view 
of  organization  ?  And  why  should  not  that  rule 
have  obtained  the  assent  and  approbation  of  this 
House  ?  Referring  back  to  proceedings  had  here 
six  years  ago,  I  am  told  that  there  are  in  their 
seats  now  four  gentlemen  of  the  Democratic  side 
who  voted  for  that  plurality  rule  when  that  rule 
tended  to  tlic  election  of  the  honorable  member 
from  Gkorgia,  [Mr.  Cobb.]  I  appeal  now,  in 
all  frankness  and  sincerity,  to  those  gentlemen  to 
,know  the  reason  why  they  have  not  cast  their 
suflfrage  for  that  plurality  rule  on  any  time  of  its 
submission  by  my  friend  and  colleague,  [Mr. 
Knight?] 

There  is  another  matter.  I  am  surprised  that, 
when  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Campbell]  submitted  to  this  body,  in  opposition 
to  the  wishes  of  his  friends,  a  resolution  declar- 
ing the  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
[Mr.  Orr]  the  Clmirman  or  Speaker  pro  tempore 
of  the  House,  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
now  calls  the  previous  question  on  the  pending 
proposition  for  declaring  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
the  Speaker  of  this  Congi-ess;  demands  that  an 
immediate  vote  be  taken;  and  who,  for  aught  we 
knew,  wished  to  return  the  compliment — ^yet,when 
his  name  is  called,  votes  against  the  resolution. 
Why  is  all  this,  unless  it  ^rows  out  of  the  spirit 
of  disorganization — a  spirit  which  I  say,  in  an- 
swer to  my  honorable  friend  fVom  Indiana,  [Mr. 
Mace,]  and  I  say  it  with  great  respect — a  spirit 
which  grows  out  of  the  other  side  of  the  House. 

Mr.  READY.  Has  the  gentleman's  time  ex- 
pired ? 

The  CLERK.  It  has  not;  he  has  five  minutes 
left.  f 

Mr.  PURVIANCE.  The  gentleman  from 
Georgia  [Mr.  Stephens]  declared  the  other  day 
that  mere  was  not  an  anti-Nebraska  majority  in 
this  House.  How  th#t  may  be  I  do  not  know; 
but  I  am  not  willing  to  take  the  assertion  of  the 
gentleman  ft-om  Indiana  [Mr.  Mace]  alone;  I 
give  this  assertion  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
with  it. 

I  am  now  about  to  vote  for  Mr.  Campbell.  I 
feel  clear  in  casting  that  vote.  From  the  time  I 
took  my  seat  in  this  Hall,  I  have  spent  days  and 
nights  in  honestly  endeavoring  to  organize;  and 
when  I  have  presented  to  me  a  man  who  is  an 
American,  and  avows  it  on  this  floor,  anU  who  w 
an  anti-slavery  man — I  do  not  mean  an  Abolition- 
ist, and  it  is  a  mistake  on  the  part  of  our  southern 
friends  to  suppose  that  we  are  Abolitionists  when 
we  support  a  principle  for  which  we  are  prepared 
to  show  their  States,  their  ftithers,  and  Congress 
after  Congress  have  voted — when  there  is  such  a 
man  as  I  nave  indicated  presented  to  me,  1  shall 
vote  for  him.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Campbell]  is  not  an  Abolitionist.  We  are  in 
favor  of  a  principle  which  is  nothing  more  or  less 
than  to  compel  southern  gentlemen  to  stand  by 
the  principles  advocated  and  maintained  by  their 
fathers.     I  vote  for  Campbell. 

Mr.  MACE  obtained  the  floor. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  will  remember 
that  all  this  debate  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  MACE.  I  wish  to  make  but  a  word  of 
explanation.  My  friend  from  Pennsylvania  mis- 
understands me.  I  did  not  intend  to  say,  and  1  do 
not  say,  that  the  gentlemen  who  have  been  voting 
for  Mr.  Bakks  were  chargeable  with  the  disor- 
ganization of  this  House,  because  I  surely  would 
not  charg^  myself  with  being  in  the  way  of  an 
organization.  Now,  the  only  diflference  between 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  and  myself  is 
this:  he  says  that  w«  have  not  a  majority  of 


anti-Nebraska  members  on  this  floor,  and  that 
we  are  not,  therefore,  responsible  for  this  disor- 
ganization. If  that  be  true,  the  gentleman  is 
right:  if,  however,  on  the  other  hand,  we  have 
an  anti-Nebraska  majority  on  this  floor,  and  I 
believe  we  have,  then  I  lay  down  the  doctrine 
which  will  not  be  controverted  before  the  people, 
and  that  is,  that  in  no  legislative  body  that  I 
have  ever  known,  where  a  party  has  a  majority, 
and  fkils  to  carry  out  its  measures  and  to  elect 
its  presiding  ana  other  ofiicers,  has  any  other 
than  that  party  been  responsible  for  the  result. 
Then,  if  we  have  a  majority  here,  the  responsi- 
bility is  with  us:  if  not,  then  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  is  right. 

Mr.  PURVIANCE.  1  did  not  say  that  there 
was  not  an  anti-Nebraska  majority  in  the  House. 
I  merely  said  that  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
[Mr.  Stephens]  made  that  assertion. 

Mr.  SAGE  (when  his  name  was  called)  said: 
I  desire  to  give  a  simple  reason  for  my  vote.  I 
regaled  the  introduction  of  this  resolution  as  being 
ill-timed  and  mischievous,  and  I  do  not  think  that 
it  will  result  in  any  compliment  to  the  ^ntleman 
whose  name  is  embodied  in  the  resolution.  If  it 
could  succeed ,  I  would  vote  for  it.    I  voted  for  the 

fentleman  from  Ohio  until  he  withdrew  his  name, 
came  not  here  with  any  preference  for  men.  I 
was  willing  to  vote  for  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
or  for  the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr.-fiANKs,]  or  for  the  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey,  [Mr.  Pennington,]  or  for  any  other 
gentleman  who  I  supposed  entertained  the  same 
sentiments  that  I  entertain.  But,  sir,  there  are 
gentlemen  who  have  voted  for  this  resolution 
who  did  not  vote  for  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
when  his  name  was  re^larly  before  the  House. 
I  am  very  glad  that  it  is  so.  I  hope  it  giay  lead 
to  a  union  between  our  friends  in  casting  our  votes 
hereafter.  But,  sir,  I  have  another  objection  to 
this  resolution.  It  is  well  known  to  the  anti-Ne- 
braska members  here,  at  least,  and  I  presume  to 
our  opponents — because  it  is  a  matter  of  common 
notoriety — that  we  had  an  anti-Nebraska  meeting 
in  this  Hall,  or  rather  a  meeting  of  all  those  op- 
posed to  the  present  Administration,  and  that  at 
that  meeting  there  was  a  nomination  made  for 
Speaker.  The  distinguished  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr.  Banks]  wbs  the  nominee  of  that 
meeting.  I  feel  bound  to  adhere  to  the  conclusion 
or  determination  of  that  meeting,  until  that  meet- 
ing shall  again  get  together  and  select  some  other 
gentleman  to  be  votedfor.  I  am  not — and  I  speak 
for  myself  alone — to  be  deterred  from  casting  my 
vote  for  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  until 
that  time  amves.  Therefore,  without  going  fur- 
ther into  my  reasons,  I  vote  no. 

Mr.  SHERMAN  (when  his  name  was  called) 
said:  The  proposition  of  the  geni*manfrom  Iowa 
places  me  in  a  very  embarrassing  situation.  Up 
to  this  time  I  have  never  had  any  doubt  as  to  how 
to  cast  my  vote,  but  now  I  confess  in  all  candor 
that  I  do  hesitate.  The  result  of  my  conclu- 
sions is  to  vote  for  this  resolution.  In  doing  so, 
I  separate,  to  some  extent,  from  many  of  my 
own  colleagues,  and  from  many  of  my  friends. 
1 1  desire,  therefore,  to  state  the  reasons  why  I 
shall  so  cast  this  vote.  For  twenty-three  ballots  I 
voted  for  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  of  Ohio.  It  was 
tlie  desire  of  the  people  that  I  represent,  and  of 
the  State  wliich  I  in  part  represent,  that  Mr. 
Campbell  should  be  invested  with  the  high  honor 
of  presiding  over  the  deliberations  of  this  House. 
I  voted  for  him  in  good  faith,  and  desired  his 
election.  For  ninety -one  times  I  have  voted  for 
the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  Banks.]  I  nave  likewise  voted  for  him  in 
good  faith,  desiring  on  each  ballot  to  secure  hia 
election. 

Gentlemen  have  endeavored  to  place  the  respon- 
sibility of  a  want  of  organization  upon  this  side 
of  the  House  and  upon  that  side  ot  the  House. 
I  desire  to  say  candidly  that  I  think  the  respon- 
sibility rests  upon  those  gentlemen  who,  profess- 
ing to  be,  and  no  doubt  being,  opposed  to  the 
repeal  of  the  Missouri  compromise,  and  to  agree 
with  us  in  our  anti-Nebraska  sentiment,  have  yet 
separated  from  us,  and  have  uniformly  voted  for 
gentlemen  who  have  been  voting  either  for  Mr* 
Campbell  or  Mr.  Banks. 

Mr.  DUNN.  Will  the  gentleman  allow  me  to 
interrupt  him? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Yes,  if  the  gentleman  wiT 
not  tuk«  much  of  my  tim«. 
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Mr.  DUNN.  I  have  to  Btate  to  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  and  to  the  Housp,  and,  adopting  the 
common  parlance  here,  **  to  the  country,**  that  I 
am  not  answerable  to  the  gentleman,  nor  to  this 
House,  nor  to  any  one  outside  of  my  own  district, 
for  any  votes  which  I  may  give  here  for  Speaker. 
There,  sir,  I  can  make  this  matter  satisfactory; 
I  can  make  it  satisfactory  upon  the  record  I  now 
hold  in  my  hand.  I  will  be  held  to  no  responsi- 
bihty  here,  and  I  will  submit  to  no  reflections  on 
my  course  here.  | 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  gentleman  fromlndiana 
certainly  could  not  have  supposed  that  I  intended 
to  cast  any  reflection  upon  him.  The  responsi- 
bility for  the  organization  of  this  House  is  a  public 
matter.  The  people  of  the  country  are  looking  to 
us  and  fixing  the  responsibility  here  and  there  and 
elsewhere.  I  have  a  right  to  my  own  judgment 
as  to  where  the  responsibility  rests,  and  I  will 
express  it  freely  and  frankly.  Having  expressed 
my  opinion  upon  that  point,  I  say  this,  that  the 
only  way  in  which  those  gentlemen  who  have 
been  actinj^  separately  from  us  can  remove  the 
responsibility  is  by  adducing  to  this  House  a 
good  reason  why  Mr.  Banks  is  not  fit  to  occupy 
that  chair.  If  tney  can  cast  the  least  shadow  of 
suspicion  upon  him — if  they  can  show  that  he 
has  demanded  pledges  or  promises  in  order  to 
obtain  that  position— if  they  can  cast  even  a 
shadow  of  dishonor  upon  him,  I  will  be  the  first 
man  to  leave  him; — ay,  if  they  will  give  to  the 
House  any  reason  that  would  satisfy  even  gentle- 
men on  tlie  other  side  that  Mr.  Banks  is  ^mfitfor 
that  position,  I  will  leave  him,  and  vote  for  the 

fentleman  from  Indiana,  or  for  anybody  else; 
ut  since  they  have  failed  to  ^ive  any  such  reason, 
I  have  felt  myself  bound  uniformly  and  honestly 
to  vote  for  the  distinguished  gentleman  from 
Massacfmsetts.  I  shall  continue  so  to  vote  here- 
aficr. 

But  this  proposition  is  made  by  one  of  our 
friends — the  gentleman  from  Iowa,  [Mr.  Thor- 
iNGTON.]  I  do  not  pin  my  faith  either  to  Mr. 
Banks  or  to  Mr.  Campbell.  I  am  an  independent 
Representative  here,  and  I  will  vote  for  any  one 
of  a  dozen — ay,  of  a  score  of  those  who  have 
been  acting  with  me  upon  this  side  of  the  House. 
J  will  vote  for  no  Administration  man.  I  will 
not  vote  for  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
[Mr.  Fuller.]  If  the  sorry  alternative  should 
be  presented  to  me,  I  would  r&ther  vote  for  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Ricuardsok,]  be- 
cause we  are  told  that  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania represents  an  anti-Nebraska  constitu- 
ency, and  was  elected,  to  some  extent,  upon  that 
principle,  and  the  shadow  of  a  constituency 
whose  sentiments  he  does  not  express  rises  up  in 
judgment  against  him. 

Mr.  FULLER,  of  Pennsylvania.  As  the  charge 
now  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  has  been 
variously  repeated,  I  will  state  a  single  fact:  At 
the  same  election  when  I  was  returned  a  member 
of  this  House,  ex-Governor  Bigler,  now  United 
States  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  was  a  candi- 
date for  the  office  of  Governor,  standing  upon  the 
same  platform  with  my  competitor,  addressing 
the  people  iVom  the  same  stand,  and  advocating 
substantially  the  same  measures.  He  carried  the 
district  by  a  handsome  majority;  I  was  elected 
by  over  two  thousand  majority.  I  would  not 
have  alluded  to  this  fact  but  to  correct  a  wrong 
impression,  and  to  show  that  it  was  not  the  anUt- 
Nebraska  issue  which  determined  that  election. 
It  is  but  just  to  say,  that  a  strong  feeling  existed 
in  my  district  adverse  to  the  repeal  of  the  Mis- 
souri compromise;  but  I  feel  assured  that  I  am 
now  representing  the  wishes  of  a  large  majority 
of  my  constituents  in  resisting  farther  agita- 
tion. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  will  take  the  gentleman's 
declaration  as  true,  as  no  doubt  it  is.  But  he  has 
declared  upon  this  floor,  that,  if  he  had  been  a 
member  of  the  last  Congress,  he  would  have 
voted  against  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  com- 
promise as  an  unwise  and  useless  violation  of 
public  faith;  and  yet  he  tells  you  this  paradox, 
that  now,  if  he  had  the  power,  he  would  not 
reinstate  that  prohibition  of  slavery  in  the  ter- 
ritory north  and  west  of  Missouri. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.   He  said  that  he  would  do  it. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  No,  sir,  I  think  he  went 
beyond  that  the  other  day.  His  position,  at  any 
rate,  is  known  to  the  House  and  the  country. 
Now,  I  hold  that,  if  the  repeal  was  wrong,  all 
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northern  men  and  southern  men  ought  to  come 
forward,  and  help  us  reinstate  that  restriction. 
Nothing  less  than  that  will  satisfy  the  country; 
and. if  it  is  not  done,  as  it  probably  will  not  be, 
we  will  maintain  our  position  of  resisting  the 
admission  of  Kansas  as  a  slave  State,  under  all 
possible  circumstances. 

The  CLERK.  Tl^e  gentleman's  time  has  ex- 
pired. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.    I  vote  ay. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  (when  his  name  was  called) 
said:  It  will  not  take  long  for  me  to  express  my 
views  in  reference  to  this  resolution.  When  we 
first  commenced  votnig  for  a  Speaker,  I  voted  for 
Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio.  Had  he  not  withdrawn 
his  name,  I  should  have  supported  him  up  to  this 
time,  and  would  have  refused  to  vote  for  any  other 
candidate  who  might  have  been  sprung  upon  me. 
I  certainly  preferred  him  to  any  other  man,  but 
I  did  not  come  here  to  represent  any  particular 
man.  I  came  here  to  represent  principles,  and  I 
will  vote  for  Mr.  Campbell,  or  Mr.  Banks,  or 
any  man  who  represents  those  principles.  This 
talk  about  **  letting  the  Union  slide,**  goes  for 
nothing  with  me,  especially  when  it  comes  from 
persons  who  attempt  to  inake  it  slide  upon  every 
opportunity.  I  am  ready  to  vote  for  any  man 
who  represents  tlie  true  principle.  I  do  not  wish 
it  to  be  extravagantly  represented.  I  would  prac- 
tice moderation  and  forbearance.  I  would  cheer-' 
fully  vote  for  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey, 
[Mr.  Pennington,]  but  I  cannot  consent  to  give 
any  vote  that  might  seem  to  indicate  that  Mr. 
Banks  has  forfeited  cmr  confidence,  simply  be- 
cause he  has  been  slemdered  by  our  opponents. 
I  will  not  consent  tc  that.     I  vote  no. 

Mr.  STANTON  (when  his  name  was  called) 
said:  I  dislike  this  practice  of  giving  reasons  for 
our  votes.  It  is  a  bad  practice.  But  I  trust  I 
shall  be  excused  for  following  it  on  this  occasion. 
The  record,  Mr.  Clerk,  will  bear  me  witness  that 
I  have  been  ready  at  any  time,  when  my  vote 
would  accomplish  that  result,  to  elect  my  col- 
league [Mr.  Campbell]  Speaker  of  this  House. 
Gentlemen  have  spoken  of  having  "voted  in  good 
faith**  for  my  colleague.  I  have  to  say,  that  I  give 
tw  votes  that  are  not  given  in  good  faith.  When 
I  vote  for  gentlemen,  I  desire  to  elect  them. 

I  regard  this  proposition,  Mr.  Clerk,  whatever 
may  have  been  the  intent  of  its  mover,  as  calcu- 
lated, above  all  others  that  could  have  been  intro- 
duced into  this  House,  to  sow  the  seeds  of  discord 
and  jealousy  amongst  the  anti-Nebraska  mem- 
bers of  this  Hous«,  and  to  result  in  our  ultimate 
defeat.  Every  gentleman  must  have  seen  for 
weeks  past,  that  the  only  practicable  mode  of 
elocting  a  Speaker  here  is  by  an  ultimate  resort 
to  a  resolution  to  elect  by  a  plurality.  The  ques- 
tion as  to  when  that  shall  be  done  is  tlie  only 
remaining  question.  It  is  a  mere  question  of  time. 
No  gentleman  can  receive  a  mmority  of  votes  upon 
this  floor  for  the  post  of  SpeaJcer. 

Now,  what  gentleman  does  not  see  in  the  move- 
ments that  have  been  going  on  here  for  a  week 
past,  a  studied  and  systematic  effort  on  the  part 
of  gentlemen  opposed  to  the  anti-Nebi-aska  mem- 
bers of  tliis  House,  to  sow  the  seeds  of  discord 
amongst  us,  so  that  we  shall  not  be  able  to  cast 
the  largest  vote,  and  give  a  plurality  to  a  gentle- 
man upon  this  side  of  the  House. 

I  will  not  contribute,  by  any  vote  of  mine,  to 
aid  in  any  such  undertaking.  No  gentleman  can 
fail  to  appreciate  the  difficulty  which  underlies 
the  organization  of  this  House,  and  which  di- 
vides the  people  of  this  country.  It  is  the  great 
practical  question  as  to  whether  there  shall  or 
shall  not  be  slavery  in  the  Territories  of  Kansas 
and  Nebraska.  That  is  the  question.  It  is  no 
speculative  or  theoretical  question.  It  is  not  a 
question  which  has  no  practical  influence,  but  it 
is  the  great  question  whether  those  Territories 
and  future  States  shall  be  cultivated  by  slave  or 
by  free  labor.  They  cannot  be  cultivated  by  both ; 
th«3Y  must  be  devoted  to  one  or  the  other. 

ITow,  sir,  the  facts  prosentod  before  the  House 
and  the  country  are  these:  I  hold  that  all  the  anti- 
Nebraska  men  of  the  House  have  united  upon  the 
distinguished  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  Banks.]  He  is  the  unquestioned  choice  of 
a  very  lar^e  majority  of  the  anti-Nebraska  mem- 
bers of  this  House;  there  can  be  no  doubt  about 
that.  I  do  not  believe  that  any  gentleman  who 
holds  out,  and  refuses  to  aid  his  brethren,  is  in 
good  faith  cm  anti-Nebraska  man  and  opposed  to 


slavery  in  tliose  Territories,  because  his  condact 
shows  the  contrary. 

Mr.  LEITER.  Does  my  colleague  mean  to 
•ay,  by  implication  orotheiwise,  that  those  of  u» 
who  are  voting  for  this  resolution  are  not  sincere 
in  our  opposition  to  the  extension  of  slavery  ? 

Mr.  STANTON.  Certainly  not.  I  refer  to 
those  who  have  been  voting  against  Mr.  Baxki 
for  the  last  five  or  six  weeks.  I  believe  that  the 
end  of  this  struggle — if  there  is  to  be  any  end  to 
it  at  all — will  be  that  a  Speaker  of  this  House  will 
be  elected  by  a  plurality  vote.  I  believe  that  it 
is  the  part  of  wisdom  for  the  anti-Nebraska  mem- 
bers of  this  House  to  avoid  all  these  traps  that 
are  set  to  encourage  discord  and  division  in  our 
ranks,  and  carefully  and  patiently  bide  our  time. 

Permit  me  to  make  one  other  remark,  and  to 
state  one  fact,  before  I  cast  my  vote.  The  one 
hundred  and  five  centlemen  who  have  voted  for 
Mr.  Banks  upon  this  floor  represent  ten  niilUonj 
of  the  white  inhabitants  of  this  cdtintry,  whilst 
all  the  residue  of  this  House  together  represent 
but  a  fraction  over  nine  millions !  That  is  ac- 
cording to  the  census  of  1850,  and  the  increase 
of  population  since  that  census  was  taken  would 
still  further  increase  the  disparity. 

Now,  I  feel  perfectly  easy  in  my  position.  I 
stand  here,  with  a  large  pluraUty  of  tlie  members 
of  this  House,  representing  an  absolute  majority 
of  the  people  of  this  country,  voting  steadily  for 
the  honorable  member  from  Massachusetts.  If 
there  is  any  portion  of  this  House  that  can  aflford 
to  maintain  its  position,  I  belong  to  that  portico. 
If  the  duty  of  yielding  for  the  purpose  of  eflTect- 
ing  an  organization  rests  especially  upon  any 
section  of  this  House,  it  rests  upon  those  who 
are  organized  into  smaller  parties.  If  no  such 
duty  rests  upon  any  particular  section  of  the 
House,  then  the  duty  devolves  upon  the  whole 
House  to  elect  by  a  plurality.  The  lai^cst  sec- 
tion of  the  House  has  tendered  that  mode  of  elec- 
tion. It  is  one  which  has  been  clearly  and  un- 
mistakably indorsed  by  the  Democratic  party. 
As  has  already  been  remarked,  there  arc  four  gen- 
tlemen here  belonging  to  that  party  who  voted  for 
it  in  184!),  and  who  steadily  vote  against  it  now. 
If  it  should  be  adopted  now,  I  think  the  result 
would  be  very  doubtful.  I  think  it  almost  prob- 
able that  it  would  elect  the  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois. I  think  the  seeds  of  discord  have  been 
sown  so  deeply  and  widely,  that  we  shall  not  be 
able  to  rally  a  plurahty  for  any  gentleman  on  this 
side  of  the  House. 

As  I  have  already  said,  I  feel  perfectly  eaay  in 
regard  to  my  position.  We  who  nave  been  voting 
for  the  honorable  member  from  Massachusetts 
have  done  all  that  patriotism  and  duty  can  de- 
mand at  our  hands,  and  having  done  that,  we  can 
afford  to  bide  our  time  and  await  the  result.  If 
gentlemen  choose  to  disorganize  this  Govemnaent, 
and  bring  on  a  sectional  controversy  in  the  elec- 
tion of  a  Speaker,  I  am  as  ready  to  meet  them 
now  as  at  any  other  time.     I  vote  no.       . 

Mr.  STEPHENS  (when  his  name  was  called) 
said:  I  do  not  rise  to  give  any  reasons  for  my 
vote,  but  I  rise  to  correct  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Porviakce]  in  two  particu- 
lars. He  stated  that  I  had  said  on  some  occasion 
in  this  House  that  there  was  not  a  majority  of 
anti-Nebraska  men.  The  gentleman  is  niistaKen. 
What  I  said  was,  that  we  had  had  no  indication 
here  that  would  warrant  the  conclusion  thsrt  there 
was  an  anti-Nebraska  majority;  but  that,  on  the 
contrary, the  demonstrations  on  the  floorup  to  that 
time  tended  to  show  that  there  was  not  such  a 
majority.  I  do  not  know  how  tlie  matter  will 
turn  out.  I  believe  that  a  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House,  at  tJie  time  of  their  election, 
were  claimed  as  anti-Nebraska  men,  and  I  came 
up  here  prepared  to  meet  a  decided  majority 
against  the  Nebraska  bill,  and  in  favor  of  its 
repeal ;  but  a  considerable  change  has  been  going 
on  on  this  subject,  I  think.  How  it  now  is  I  do 
not  pretend  to  know — whether  the  majority  is  for 
repeal  or  not. 

The  other  matter  in  regard  to  which  I  desire 
to  correct  the  gentleman  is,  in  what  he  said  about 
tlie  resolution  passed  by  the  friends  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois  [Mr.  Richardson]  at  the 
beginning  of  this  session.  I  Was  not  present  at 
that  meeting,  but  I  cordially  approve  of  the  Si»nti- 
ment  of  that  resolution.  The  gentleman  charges 
the  want  of  the  organization  of  this  H«usc  upon 
that  resolution.    I  think  diflcrenUy,  sir.     He 
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says  that  that  resolution  planted  itself  upon  a 
tncasure  instead  of  upon  a  pri^iciple.  As  I  under-, 
stand  that  resolution,  it  placed  itself  essentially 
upon  aprineipUt  and  nothing  else;  I  s]>eak  now 
of  the  Kansas  part  of  that  resolution.  That 
resolution  congratulated  the  country  upon  **  the 
triumph  of  the  prineiples  of  the  Kansas -Nebraska 
act "  m  certain  recent  elections.  It  said  nothing 
about  the  measure  except  its  principles  upon  the 
slavery  question.  What  are  those  principles, 
sir?  I  will  read  that  clause  of  the  till  to  the 
House.  Here,  sir,  are  these  principles — I  read 
from  the  act  itself: 

<*  That  the  Constitution  and  nil  laws  of  the  United  States, 
which  are  uot  locally  inapplicable,  shall  have  the  same  force 
simI  effect  in  the  said  Territory  of  Nebra9ka  as  elsewhere 
witbin  tlio  United  States,  except  the  eiglith  section  of  the 
'Act  prpparuiory  to  the  admission  of  Missouri  into  the 
Union,'  approved  March  6,  18^,  which,  beins  incouiiititcnt 
with  the  principle  of  non-intervention  by  Congress  with 
sla\'ery  in  the  States  and  Territories,  as  recognized  by  the 
legislation  of  16o0,  commonly  called  the  compromise  meas- 
ures, L«  hereby  declared  inoperative  and  void ;  it  being  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act  not  to  legislate  slavery 
into  any  Territory  or  State,  nor  to  exclude  It  therefrom,  but 
to  leave  the  people  thereof  perfectly  free  to  form  and  regu- 
late their  domestic  institutions  in  Uicir  own  way,  subject 
only  to  tlie  Constitution  of  the  United  States:  Provided, 
That  notiiing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  revive 
or  put  in  force  any  law  or  regulation  which  may  have  ex- 
isted prior  to  the  net  of  6lli  March,  1S20,  eitlier  protecting, 
establislujig,  prohibiting,  or  aboUsliing  slavery.^' 

That,  sir,  is  the  principle  announced,  (or,  ^ 
rather,  principles^  I  should  say,  in  relation  to 
slavery  in  the  Territories,)  as  I  understand  it,  by 
the  ffcntlcmen  who  went  into  the  meeting  here 
just  before  the  commencement  of  the  session,  and 
who  put  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Rich- 
ardson] in  nomination  for  the  speakership. 
These  are  the  principles  on  this  subject  upon 
which  they  planted  themselves.  These  are  the 
principles,  on  the  triumph  of  which,  in  the  then 
recent  elections  in  several  States  in  the  East, 
West,  and  South,  they  congratulated  the  country. 
It  was  upon  a  principUy  then,  essentially,  and  not 
a  meazure,  they  planted  themselves.  With  them, 
in  this,  I  heartily  concurred;  and  I  take  this  oc- 
casion to  say,  I  think  they  might  well  get  together 
again,  and  pass  another  resolution,  congratulntinff 
the  country  upon  the  encouraging  progress  and 
brightening  prospect,  from  what  we  have  seen 
here,  of  the  sure  success  of  their  cause,  if  not  in 
this  House,  at  least  before  the  people,  in  most  of 
the  future  elections. 

When  we  came  here,  when  Congress  assem- 
bled, tuid  before,!  understood — and  I  believe  the 
House  and  the  country  understood — that  this 
body  would  have  a  majority  opposed  to  this 
great  fundamental  principle.  But  what  do  we 
witness  now  ?  and  what  nave  we  seen  in  our  own 
midst?  This  principle,  triumphant  in  so  many 
of  the  fall  elections  in  various  States,  has  made 
some  not  inconsiderable  progress,  as  I  read  the 
signs  of  the  times,  upon  this  floor.  Wc  find  here 
members  who  were  never  known  to  be  in  favor 
of  it  until  we  met  here,  openly  avowing  it.  The 
truth  is  great,  it  is  mighty,  and  I  never  doubted 
that  it  would  ultimately  prevail.  1  would  say  to 
those  who  met  together  before  the  assembling  of 
this  House,  to  keep  the  banner  afloat;  never 
Burrendcr  it.  Every  day  promises  accession  to 
their  ranks.  Last  fall,  when  we  assembled,  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Mace,]  and  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Campbell,]  boasted 
of  the  triumph  of  the  anti -Nebraska  sentiment  in 
the  then  recent  elections.  The  country,  in  their 
opinion,  would  never  abide  by  that  act.  Nothine 
but  repead  would  satisfy  popular  demands.  I 
took  occasion  then  to  join  issue  with  them.  I 
supposed,  it  is  true,  that  this  House  might  be 
anti-Nebraska;  but  I  felt  confident  that  a  repeal 
of  that  clause  of  tl  e  bill  which  I  have  read  never 
would  be  effected.  I  looked  to  reaction,  and  then 
told  them  that  revolutions  never  go  backward. 
I  supposed  then,  that  though  this  House  [mieht 
temponirily  be  anti -Nebraska,  yet  I  did  not  be- 
lieve that  any  repeal  would  or  could  ever  be  car- 
ried. I  am  now  much  more  confirmed  in  that 
belief;  indeed  I  am  beginning  to  hope  that  there 
will  not  be  a  majority  upon  this  floor,  even  in 
this  Congress,  against  the  principles  established 
in  that  bill. 

It  may  be  true,  as  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr.  Fuller]  tells  us  to-dav,  and  I  do  not 
question  it,  that  he  was  not  electea  upon  the  anti- 
rfebrask^ feeling — that  this  measure  was  not  in 
issue  between  him  and  his  competitor.    But  I 


will  state  to  the  gentleman  and  to  the  House,  I 
suppose  it  is  equally  true  that  it  was  not  known 
in  his  section  of  the  country,  at  the  time  of  his 
election,  that  he  was  willing  to  abide  by  the  law 
as  it  is.  It  seems  that  even  his  colleagues,  who 
voted  for  him  upon  the  first  ballot,  on  the  first 
day,  did  not  then  know  his  sentiments  on  this 
question:  sixteen  then  voted  for  him,  and  only 
two  since  he  has  defined  his  position.  It  seems, 
I  say,  that  his  position  was  not  knowp  to  even 
them,  up  to  thAt  time.  Now  I  am  rejoiced — and 
I  do  not  wish  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
[Mr.  Fuller]  to  be  oflfended  at  what  I  say,  or 
take  unkindly  my  reference  to  this  point,  for  I 
feel  not  only  gratified,  but  rejoiced — tnat  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  has  taken  the  position 
he  has,  and  let  the  country  know  his  sentiments 
on  this  great  question  of  sectional  stri  fe .  It  shows 
that  the  cause  is  gaining  ground ;  that  we  have 
friends  where  we  did  not  expect  them;  and  I 
think,  if  we  continue  on  here  Just  as  weliavefor 
a  few  weeks  longer,  the  anti-Nebraska  men — at 
least  those  who  were  reported  to  have  been  elected 
as  such — will  come  in  as  converts,  or  acquies- 
cents, perhaps,  by  dozens,  if  not  by  scores,  and 
the  country,  at  the  next  contest,  will  not  have  that 
severe  conflict  which  I  supposed  they  would  have. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Ful- 
XER,]  when  he  first  spoke,  said  he  was  willing  to 
abide  bv  the  law  as  it  is — he  was  against  repeal; 
he  would  not  vote  to  restore  the  Missouri  restric- 
tion-*—while  he  would  not  have  voted  for  the  bill 
teiking  it  off,  had  he  been  a  member  of  the  House 
at  the  time  of  its  passage.  This  was  a  step  in 
the  riffht  way.  I  was  glad  to  hear  the  avowal, 
though  I  did  not  like  tlie  reason  assigned,  which 
was,  that  it  could  not  be  done  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances. But  the  next  time  the  gentleman 
addressed  the  House  on  the  point,  he  came  out 
fully,  as  I  understood,  in  favor  of  the  principle 
of  non-interference  by  Congress— that  Congress 
had  not  the  power  to  legislate  at  all  upon  the  sub- 
ject. [Laughter.]  This  shows  the  progress  of 
truth,  and  gives  assurance  of  its  ultimate  success. 
Truth  is  often  slow  in  its  progress;  it  is  upon  the 
mind  as  light  is  sometimes  upon  the  eye.  In 
coming  into  the  light  from  the  dark,  the  eye  does 
not  readily  adapt  itself  to  the  change;  objects, 
therefore,  are  not  cleilrly  discerned  at  first;  but 
gradually  the  difficulty  is  removed,  and  all  things 
appear  clear  and  distinct.  It  is  related  of  him 
who  was  born  blind  and  brought  to  his  vision  by 
a  miracle,  that  he  at  first  "  saw  men  as  trees  walk- 
ing;'* but  after  a  while  all  things  with  him  as- 
sumed their  true  color  and  position.  Now,  I  say 
to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Ful- 
ler,] and  to  the  four  from  the  North  who  vote 
for  him,  and  stand  in  the  same  position  with  him, 
as  I  understand  it,  and  to  all.  others  situated  in 
like  manner,  whether  voting  for  him  or  not,  that 
I  consider  their  position  as  a  strong  indication 
of  the  progress  and  working  of  truth.  It  aflibrds 
good  evidence  for  the  belief  and  expectation  of  a 
general  indorsement  by  the  country  when  the 
people  understand  the  question  of  the  principles 
of  tne  Kansas  and  Nebraska  bill;  and  that  tney 
will  become  fundamental  principles  in  future  con- 
gressional legislation  in  reference  to  the  subject 
of  slavery  in  the  Territories.     I  vote  no. 

Mr.  THORINGTON  (before  the  result  was 
announced)  said:  I  suppose  ft  is  due  to  myself, 
as  the  mover  of  the  resolution,  to  make  some 
explanation  of  the  reasons  which  induced  me  to 
ofler  the  resolution.  I  did  not,  at  the  time  the 
resolution  was  oflfered,  intend  to  do  so.  But  de- 
velopments which  have  since  taken  place  make 
it  necessary  that  I  should  explain,  in  part,  the 
position  I  occupy  upon  this  floor.  I  hold ,  sir,  that 
to  every  man  upon  this  floor  more  or  less  respons- 
ibility attaches  for  the  want  of  the  organization. 
Feeling  that  responsibility,  I  am  not  satisfied  to 
vote  for  six  months,  or  for  six  weeks,  or  to  the 
end  of  the  chapter,  without  makine  some  eflfort 
to  secure  an  organization  of  this  House.  My 
effbrt  may  be  feeble,  but  I  am  willing  to  contribute 
my  mite;  and  I  say  here,  to-day,  that  I  do  not 
fear  to  meet  the  issue  here  made,  anywhere  and 
everywhere  where  I  am  interested,  or  where  my 
constituents  are  interested.  No  inducement,  no 
legislation,  no  indirect  vote,  no  traps  set,  shall 
ever  induce  me,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  vote  for 
the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr. 
Richardson;]  I  can  say  the  same  in  reference 
to  the  distin^iishcd  gentleman  from  Pennsylva* 


nia,  [Mr.  Fuller.]  Entertaining,  therefore,  these 
views,  I  could,  under  no  circumstemces,  present 
a  measure  here,  knowingly,  which  woula  favor 
the  promotion  of  either  of  those  gentlemen  to  the 
Speaker's  chair. 

I  have  presented  in  my  resolution  the  name  of 
the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Campbell,]  believing  him  well  qualified  for  the 
position  which  has  been  sought  by  gentlemen  of 
this  House,  or,  if  not  sought,  which  their  friends 
desire  to  bestow  upon  them.  I  was  satisfied, 
by  the  remarks  maue  by  that  gentleman  when 
he  withdrew  his  name  as  a  candidate,  that 
my  constituents  would  be  pleased  and  gratified 
in  having  him  promoted  to  that  position.  I  have 
never  upon  this  floor  cast  my  vote  for  any  other 
man  than  Mr.  Banks,  of  Massachusetts,  and  Mr. 
Campbell,  of  Ohio;  and  I  will  continue  to  vote 
on  to  the  end  for  either  of  those  gentlemen,  or  for 
other  gentlemen  who  reflect  the  same  political 
opinions.  1  am  disposed  to  compromise  a  prin- 
ciple under  no  circumstances.  Believing  in  tnose 
opinions,  and  regarding  the  responsibility  which 
rests  upon  me,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  make  some 
eflfort  for  the  organization  of  the  House. 

I  have,  therefore,  after  consulting  with  but  a 
few — and  those  entertaining  similar  opinions  with 
myself,  and  who  have  continued  to  vote  for  Mr. 
Banks — presented  the  resolution  which  is  under 
consideration.  I  ofl*ered  it  with  no  spirit  of  dis- 
aflfection  towards  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Banks,]  but  I  did  so  from 
my  anxiety  to  see  this  House  organized.  I  have 
offered  the  resolution  in  good  faith;  and  if  the 
gentlemen  upon  this  floor  who  have  voted  more 
than  a  hundred  times  for  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  are  not  pleased  with  it,  I  can 
■only  say  I  cannot  help  it.  If  they  disagree  with 
me,  it  is  only  what  they  have  done  in  many  other 
instances.  1  have  attended  meetings,  night  after 
night,  to  agree  upon  some  man  whom  the  major- 
ity could  support  for  Speaker;  but  the  votes  dis- 
pjay  the  fact  that  we  have  been  unable  to  agree. 
We  have  voted  for  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts as  long  as  I  think  it  is  required  at  our 
hands;  and  therefore  I  say,  let  us  try  some  other 
man,  and  see  if  there  is  a  possibility  of  electing 
him.  I  have  offered  it  in  good  faith,  and  I  have 
done  it,  after  agreement  with  no  one,  and  I  pre- 
sume no  one  will  dare  assert  the  contrary.  I 
shall  therefore  vote  for  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Campbell]  with  great  pleasure.  He  was 
my  first  choice  A^hen  I  came  upon  this  floor,  and 
he  is  my  first  choice  now,  if  tnere  is  a  prospect 
of  electing  him. 

I  have  thus  taken  this  occasion  to  express  my 
approbation  of  his  course,  and  my  reasons  for 
oflTering  the  resolution  which  is  under  consider- 
ation. 

Mr.  TODD.  I  desire  to  give  the  reasons  for 
my  vote  upon  this  occasion.  I  am  a  conservative 
man,  having  no  sympathy  with  ultraism  on  the 
one  side  or  the  other  of  the  slavery  question.  I 
abhor  Abolitionists,  in  the  common  sense  of  the 
term,  as  much  as  I  do  the  border  ruflians;  and  I 
should  vote  as  persistently  against  the  proposed 
measures  of  the  one  class  as  a?ainst  those  of  the 
other.  I  come  from  a  district  which  is  not  agitated 
by  any  ultraism  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  and  I 
am  determined,  as  far  as  my  ability  will  permit 
me  to  do  so,  to  represent  that  constituency  and 
their  wishes.  I  did  feel,  when  I  canife  here  and 
cast  my  first  vote  for  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  that  my  association  with 
certain  men  upon  this  floor  was  calculated  to 
create  some  uneasiness  amount  the  people  in  my 
own  district;  and  the  opposition  to  the  resolution 
oflfered  by  the  gentleman  from  Iowa  has,  in  a 
measure,  tended  to  increase  that  apprehension. 
I  am  in  fhvor  of  a  principle,  and  am  devoted  to 
no  man  and  to  no  particular  interest;  and  when 
voting  for  Mr.  Banks,  I  voted  for  him  with  the 
idea  tnat  he  represented  the  feeling  of  opposition 
to  slavery  extension,  without  giving  an  adhesion 
to  any  ultra  sentiment  upon  the  subject  of  slavery. 
I  have,  therefore,  no  personal  attachment  for  him, 
and  am  perfectly  willing  to  vote  for  any  other 
person  who  represents  the  principle  to  which  I 
am  attached. 

The  views  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  are  per- 
fectly well  known  upon  that  subject,  and  every 
gentleman  attached  to  those  principles  can  safely 
vote  for  him,  without  any  fear  of  betrayal  upon 
his  part.    If  the  gentlemen  who  have  detertniiied 
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to  adhere  to  the  gentlem^  from  Maasacbusettfl 
have  in  mind  any  measure*  beyond  the  repeal  of 
the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill,  and  if  they  adhere  to 
him  with  those  measures  in  view,  I  can  say  to 
them,  that  a  large  number  of  the  members  of  this 
House  who  have  been  voting  with  them  for  Mr. 
Banks  will  not  go  with  them.  If  their  policy 
shadows  forth  any  other  measures  than  the  restora- 
tion of  the  Missouri  line,  three  fourths  of  those 
who  have  cast  their  votes  for  Mr.  Banks  will  as 
resolutely  oppose  any  measure  of  that  kind,  as 
they  win  persistently  adhere  to  the  repeal  of  that 
obnoxious  measure.     I  vote  ay. 

Mr.  WADE  (on  his  nameoein^  called)  said: 
I  wish  to  say  a  single  word  in  reterence  to  the 
vote  which  I  am  alxjut  to  give. 

My  course,  Mr.  Clerk,  since  I  have  been  on 
this  floor,  has  been,  in  my  own  judgment,  at 
least,  a  rather  steady  one.  I  have  intended  to 
vote  steadily,  not  for  men,  but  for  principles.  I 
am  still  determined  to  do  that.  The  first  vote 
which  I  cast  here  for  Speaker  was  for  a  colleague 
of  mine — not  Mr.  Campbell.  It  was  for  a  gen- 
tleman who  differs,  perhaps,  as  widely  from  me, 
on  the  ultimate  Questions  connected  with  slavery, 
as  any  man  on  tnis  floor.  I  voted  for  my  col- 
league, [Mr.  Harlan,]  because  I  believed  him 
to  be  a  man  perfectly  true  to  the  positions  which 
he  assumed — never  wavering,  never  halting.  I 
could  wish  now  that  that  vote  of  mine  could  have 
been  successful,  because  I  believe  that  no  man  on 
this  floor  would  have  discharged  the  duties  of 
the  speakership  with  more  faithfulness  or  more 
satisfaction  to  this  House  than  would  that  gentle- 
man. After  giving  him  my  vote,  then  I  voted,  out 
of  deference  to  my  colleagues,  for  my  other  col- 
league, [Mr.  Campbell.]  I  continued  to  vote  for 
him  steadily  from  that  time  on  until  he  withdrew 
his  name.  I  should  have  done  so  until  this  thne 
had  there  not  been  a  disposition  to  go  off  on  some 
other  man  who  could  embody  more  strength. 
My  purpose  in  voting  was  to  organize  this  House 
and  to  reflect  the  sentiments  of  the  great  majority 
of  the  people  who  sent  us  all  here;  and  I  believe 
that  in  the  election  of  Mr.  Harlan,  or  of  Mr. 
Campbell,  or  of  Mr.  Banks,  we  should  have  re- 
flected the  will  of  that  vast  majority.  It  was  for 
that  reason  that  1  voted  as  I  did  at  the  commence- 
ment, and  for  that  reason  I  have  continued,  down 
to  the  present  time,  to  vote  in  that  way.  And, 
sir,  I  do  not  believe  that  any  man  can  ever  accom- 
plish his  end,  unless  he  is  steadfast,  unyielding, 
and  determined  to  carry  it  out.  I  believe  in  Davy 
Crockett's  maxim:  **  be  sure  you're  right — then 
eo  ahead.'*  And  I  want  to  say  to  our  friends 
here  that,  by  our  wavering  as  the  waves  of  the 
sea,  nothing  can  be  accomplished.  Nothing  can 
be  accomplished  save  by  steady  perseverance  in 
the  course  which  you  believe  to  be  right. 

Now,  let  ua  take  counsel  of  our  opponents. 
What  has  the  Democratic  party  presented  before 
us  ?  One  steady,  unyielding,  unUiltering  purpose 
to  accomplish  a  single  end.  Now,  if  we  had  the 
resolution,  the  firmness,  and,  I  would  say,  the 
spirit  of  defiance,  which  actuates  our  enemies,  we 
snould  conquer  them,  because  we  have  the  force 
to  conauer  ihem.  It  is  on  this  principle  that  I 
proceeded,  and  it  is  on  this  principle  tiiat  I  shall 
proceed,  until  some  other  programme  shall  be 
pointed  out  by  the  friends  of  liberty  in  tlie  Ter- 
ritories. I  shall  go  on  in  that  course  which  I 
have  marked  out  for  myself. 

Sir,  let  us  rejoice  in  the  principle  which  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Stephens]  has  laid 
down  here*  to-day — that  "truth  is  mighty  and 
will  prevail."  In  the  very  darkest  hour  of  this 
controversy  with  slavery,  and  with  poUticians 
who  are  in  league  with  slavery,  I  have  had  that 
faith; — I  have  seen  the  time  when,  if  a  man,  rep- 
resenting the  principles  which  we  who  vote  for 
Mr.  Banks  or  Mr.  Campbell  here  represent, 
ehould  have  offered  himself  as  a  candidate  for 
Congress  or  for  any  other  political  office  in  the 
States,  he  could  not,  in  the  district  which  I  now 
represent,  and  whicli  falls  behind  none  in  its  hos- 
tility to  the  extension  of  slavery,  have  mustered 
fifly  votes.  No,  sir!  And  this  course  has  been 
onward,  and  will  be  onward  still.  Let  me  assure 
those  gentlemen  that  all  their  efforts  to  overthrow 
us  have  only  built  us  up;  and  they  will  con- 
tinue to  do  so,  whatever  may  be  the  result  of  this 
balloting  here  for  Speaker.  They  may  rest  as- 
sured, that  as  light  breaks  in  on  the  minds  of  the 
people,  unobscured  by  \h%  fogs  which  politicians 


spread  around  ihcm,  the  people  will  come  up  to 
this  work  of  reecuing  the  Territories  from  the 
curse  and  blight  of  human  bondage.  It  has  been 
so.  And  let  me  say  to  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  [Mr.  Stephens,]  that  there  is  nothing 
which  has  put  more  elTeciual  weapons  into  the 
hands  of  anti-slavery  men  than  that  gentleman 
and  his  coadjutors  nave  done;  none,  whatever. 
Their  weapons  have  been  those  which  we  liave 
used  from  the  commencement  of  this  great  con- 
troversy down  to  the  present  time.  I  feel  no  dis- 
couragement at  that.  If  we  are  beaten,  if  we  are 
cast  down,  yet  shall  we  rise  again.  Rest  assured 
of  that;  and  although  the  wave  at  its  reflux  may 
carry  us  a  little  backward,  still,  as  it  comes  up 
again,  it  will  push  us  forward.  That  has  been 
the  course  of  things  from  the  outset  to  the  present 
time. 

And  now,  let  not  our  friends  be  afraid  of  being 
called  ultra  Abolitionists.  There  are  no  ultra 
Abolitionists  on  this  floor.  [Laughter.]  Not  a 
solitary  ultra  Abolitionist,  in  the  sense  in  which 
that  term  is  understood  by  our  Democratic  and 
southern  friends,  when  they  try  to  fasten  that 
reproach  of  abolitionism  on  our  free  State  men. 
We  are  not  Abolitionists  in  that  sense.  We  are 
not  affected  with  Garrisonism ,  or  anything  of  that 
kind,  which  goes  for  tlie  abolition  of  slavery  every- 
where. We  do  not  hold  that  slavery  is  illegal, 
and  that  it  ought  not  to  be  upheld  anywhere;  nor 
do  we,  as  the  Garrisonians  want  to  do,  declare 
slaveholders  universally  outcasts  from  the  pale  of 
civilization.  I  do  not  go  to  tliat  extent,  even  so 
far  as  moral  force  is  concerned,  but  keep  myself 
within  the  limits  of  the  Constitution.  It  has  been 
said  that  our  action  here  will  be  repudiated  by 
our  constituents.  I  have  no  fear  of  any  such  re- 
sult for  myself,  or  for  any  man  who  atill  continues 
to  vote  for  Mr.  Campbell  or  for  Mr.  Banks.  We 
shall  not  be  hurt  by  our  action  in  this  matter;  of 
that  rest  assured.  For  myself,  I  cannot  be  hurt; 
for  by  no  solitary  act  of  mine,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly— only  by  simply  sitting  in  mv  office,  and 
permitting  the  people  to  vote  forme — ^Iiave  I  a  seat 
on  this  floor.     I  vote  no. 

Mr.  WALBRIDGE  (on  his  name  being  called) 
said:  The  votes  wliich  I  have  given  in  this  House 
have  been  entirely  satisfactory  to  myself,  and  it  is 
of  very  little  importance  to  me  whether  or  not 
anybody  else  is  satisfied  with  my  votes. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine,  (on  his  name 
being  called,)  said :  I  regret,  Mr.  Clerk,  more  than 
I  can  well  express,  that  the  gentleman  from  Iowa 
i^ould  have  introduced  this  resolution.  In  my 
judgment  it  is  fraught  with  mischief,  and  mis- 
chief only.  It  is  difficult  to  undc'rstand  how  that 
gentleman  should  not  have  seen  that  it  could 
not,  by  any  possibility,  have  benefited  the  cause 
which  he,  I  dare  say,  has  at  heart.  For  more 
than  twenty  votes  I  supported  steadily  the  hon- 
orable ^entlenrian  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Campbell,] 
and  until  he  withdrew  his  name  from  the  canvass. 
When  he  no  longer  stood  before  the  House  as  a 
candidate  for  the  votes  of  its  members,  I,  after  a 
short  time,  commenced  voting  for  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Banks;]  and  1  have 
continued  voting  for  him  from  the  time  I  com- 
menced down  to  tlie  present.  That  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  resolution,  at  this  time,  was  unfortu- 
nate, is  evident  from  a  glance  at  the  position  in 
which  it  places  the  an ti -Nebraska  members  of  the 
House— myself  among  the  rest.  If  I  vote  against 
this  resolution,  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  or  his 
friends,  may  suppose  that  (  do  so  from  want  of 
friendship  or  respect  for  him — an  inference,  than 
which  nothing  could  be  more  untrue  or  unjust. 

Again,  sir,  if  I  vote  for  the  resolution,  and  thus 
indicate  a  willingness  to  leave  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  those  who  are  in  favor  of  his  elec- 
tion may  believe  that  I  am  not  dealing  fairly, 
frankly,  and  honorably  by  them.  Thus,  in  any 
event,  aUenation  and  ill-feeUng  would  be  likely 
to  ensue. 

After  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  withdrew  his 
name  as  a  candidate  for  Speaker;  after  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  had  been  placed  be- 
fore the  House,  and,  I  mav  add,  before  the 
country,  as  the  candidate  of  those  with  whom  I 
am  actmg  on  this  floor;  after  a  large  meeting  of 
anti-Nebraska  members  had  agreed, almost  unan- 
imously, that  he  ought  to  be  supported;  after  he 
had  been  voted  for  by  that  party  until  he  had 
come  to  be' regarded  by  the  country  as  the  expo- 
nent of  the  principles  of  the  North  upon  the  vast 


guestions  now  before  the  people  of  the  Unit<id 
tates,  BO  much  so  that  hts  deieat,  no  matter  by 
whose  election,  woj4d  be  viewed  as  a  sort  erf" 
backing  down — a  famng  away  from  thone  prin- 
ciples, a  half  defeat  at  best — I  do  not  perceive 
how  I  can,  in  justice  to  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, much  more  in  justice  to  the  cause  in 
which  I  feel  so  profound  an  interest,  do  other- 
wise than  record  my  vote  against  tlie  resolution. 
Reverse  the  case:  suppose  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  occupied  the  position,a8  a  candidate,  which 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusctta  now  occu- 
pies; suppose  he  had  received  the  nomination  of 
tHc  caucus  which  presented  the  name  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts;  supjwse  he,  for 
weeks,  had  received  the  large  vote  which  thai 
^ntleman  has  received — a  vote  so  large  as  to 
insure  his  election  in  the  end,' if  his  friends  but 
stand  firm,  would  it  be  dealing  fairly  and  honor- 
ably by  him  to  desert  him?  or  should  we  be 
likely  thereby  to  promote  the  hiarmony  in  our 
ranks  which  is  indispensable  to  success?  I  think 
not;  ^afid,  so  thinking,  vote  no. 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER.  1  have  not  a  word  to 
say  in  explanation  of  the  vote  I  shall  give  upon 
th|8  resolution,  but  I  desire  to  say  something  in 
reply  to  the  remarks  made  some  minutes  since 
by  tne  honorable  and  eloquent  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  [Mr.  Stephens.] 

As  that  gentleman  lias  chosen  to  expreafl  his 
gratification  upon  the  correction  of  the  position 
occupied  by  the  distinguished  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania^  [Mr.  Fuller,]  within  the  last  few 
weeks — though  1  should  differ  in  opinion  with 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  in  respect  to  the  fact 
of  that  correction  having  oeen  maae — I  beg  leave 
in  return  to  express  my  equal  gratification  that 
the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr. 
Richardson,]  who,  in  1850,  stood  out  as  the  ad- 
vocate of  the  constitutionality  of  the  Wilmot 
proviso,  and  not  only  that,  sir,  but  pledged  him- 
self, if  it  were  necessary,  with  regard  to  the 
southern  territory  acquired  from  Mexico,  to  vote 
for  the  Wilmot  proviso — I  I^g  leave,  I  say,  sir, 
to  express  my  gratification  that  the  gentienaaa 
from  Illinois  has  within  the  last  few  days  <x>r- 
rccted  his  position,  in  respect  to  the  Wilmot  pro- 
viso, since  1850. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  Wai  the  gcnUeman 
from  Tennessee  allotv  me  to  explain  ? 

Mr.  'ZOLLICOFFER.  I  have  but  a  sincle 
renmrk  more,  and  then  I  will  yield  to  the  gende- 
man. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  have  but  a  sinffle 
remark  to  make,  and  that  I  desire  to  make  in  ihia 
connection.  In  regard  to  my  position  in  respect 
to  the  Wilmot  proviso,  1  only  desire  to  say  that 
the  record  will  show  that  my  position  was  cor- 
rected in  my  votes  for  the  bills  organizing  the 
Territories  of  Utah  and  New  Mexico  the  samo 
session,  to  wit,  1850,  when  the  speech  was  made 
to  which  refertiiiee  has  been  maae  by  the  gcnde* 
man  from  Tennessee. 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER.  Well,  let  that  paj» 
at  present.  As  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  htm 
expressed  a  doubt  as  to  whether  the  friends  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  properly  un- 
derstood his  position  in  the  votes  they  nad  beea 
giving  for  him  for  some  weeks  past,  I  now  aak 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  whether  he  and  tho 
friends  of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  at  the 
commencement  of  this  struggle,  properly  under- 
stood the  fact,  that  when  the  House  was  legis- 
lating in  reference  to  the  territory  acquired  from 
Mexico — south  of  36^30' — south  of  the  Missouri 
compromise  line,  that  gentleman  [Mr.  Ricraho- 
son]  in  1850  took  the  position  that  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  did  not  operate  to  carry 
into  the  Territories  of  the  United  btates,  south  of 
that  Une,  protection  for  the  institution  of  slavery? 
And  not  only  that — as  if  that  had  not  been  sufc- 
cient — but  that,  if  it  were  necessary,  he  would 
vote  to  apply  the  Wilmot  proviso  there? 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Will  the  gentleman  allow 
me  to  say  a  word  ? 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  have  only  to  say  that 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  misunderstood 
what  I  did  say. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Mr.  Clerk,  if  the  gcnUe- 
man from  Tennessee  will  allow  me — I  nm  sure 
he  does  not  desire  to  misrepresent  tho  gentleman 
from  Illinois.  The  record  will  show  that  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois  uniformly  votRd  against 
the  appUcation  of  the  Wilmot  proviso  to  the 
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territories  acquired  from  Mexico  south  of  36^30'; 
and  thus,  by  his  vote,  repudiated  the  position 
"which  he  is  reported  to  have  assumed  in  debate, 
in  tlic  excitement  of  the  moment;  which  position, 
however,  was  merely  that,  rather  than  have  the 
bin  for  the  organization  of  those  Territories  lost, 
he  would  consent  to  have  tlieWilmot  proviso  in- 
corporated in  it.     He  voted  a^nat  putting  it  in. 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER.  The  gentleman  from 
Greorgia  is  wrong. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  The  gentleman  from  II- 
liiiois  voted  against  tlie  exercise  of  any  such 
power,  whatever  he  might  have  said  as  to  its 
cou^s  titu  tionality . 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER.  I  refer  the  gentleman 
to  page  424,  of  the  Appendix  to  the  Con«;res- 
sional  Globe,  for  the  session  of  1849- '50,  in 
which  he  will  find  the  gentleman  there  reported 
as  sayij)g  in  substance  that,  if  bills  for  tue  or- 
ganization of  tliese  Territories — silent  on  the 
subject  of  slavery  (and,  of  course,  leaving  the 
Mexican  laws  to  operate  its  prohibition) — were 
defeated,  then  he  was  for  bills  organizing  those 
Territories  with  tlie  Wilmot  proviso  in  them.  I 
do  not  pretend  to  quote  the  language  of  the  gen- 
tleman* but  tliat  was  the  substance  of  what  he 
said. 

An^  now,  in  reference  to  what  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  says  in  regard  to  the  resolution  of 
the  caucus  of  the  Democratic  party  of  the  House 
at  the  conmiencement  of  the  present  session — that 
it  was  based  not  upon  a  measure,  but  upon  a  prin- 
ciple, and  that  principle  the  principle  or  non-inter- 
vention in  the  Territories — I  desire  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  when  it  was  tliat  he  became 
the  advocate  of  non-intervention?  Does  he  not 
know  that  his  record,  but  a  few  years  ago,  places 
him  in  direct  opposition  to  the  principle  of  non- 
intervention? Will  he  not  concede  tJiat  he  v/as 
the  advocate,  and  not  only  the  advocate,  of  the 
power  in  Congress  to  introduce  or  prohibit  slavery 
m  the  Territories,  but  that  he  contended  upon 
the  floor  of  this  House  that  the  only  means  of 
harmony  l^tween  the  North  and  South  was  the 
exercise  of  this  power  by  Congress  ?  Does  he 
not  know  that  he  was  in  favor  of  Federal  inter- 
vention with  the  people  of  the  Territories  for  the 
settlement  of  tfiis  question  ?  I  ask  him  to  inform 
the  House  when  he — tlie  opponent  of  the  principle 
of  non-intervention— became  the  advocate  of  that 
great  principle  ? 

Mr.  STJEPHENS.  Does  the  gentleman  wish 
im  answer? 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER.    I  do. 

Mr.  OTEPHENS.  It  was  when  the  North 
would  not  exercise  this  power  fairly.  My  opin- 
ions always  were  that  tne  matter  should  be  left 
to  the  people  of  the  Territory.  As  an  original 
question,  1  never  doubted  the  power  of  this  Gov- 
ernment to  institute  governments  over  the  Terri- 
tories of  the  country.  I  was  for  its  exercise,  if 
at  ail  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  fairly  and  justly, 
and  to  give  the  people  of  the  South  at  least  some 
participation  in  it;  and  it  was  not  until  the  North, 
with  almost  a  united  front, — the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  [Mr.  Richardson]  and  a  few  associates 
were  the  only  ones  who  stood  up  against  tliis 
northern  tide, — it  was  when  the  North  disavowed 
the  principle  of  a  fair  division,  which,  with  the 
South,  was  an  alternative  at  least,  that  I,  with 
the  South,  fell  back  upon  their  original  position, 
that  Congress  should  not  interfere  with  the  qfTcs- 
tion  at  all.  That  is  my  position  from  the  begin- 
nin^yOnd  throughout,  and  up  to  the  present  time. 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER.  I  have  liccn  disposed 
to  throw  no  stones  at  any  gentleman ;  and  par- 
ticularly as  to  a  genUcraan  [Mr.  Richardson] 
whose  general  pohtical  course  1  have  regarded  to 
be  sound  and  national ;  but  when  I  see  such  temper 
as  is  occasionally  exhibited  toward  gentlemen  who 
are  as  soimd  and  as  true  to  the  constitutional  prin- 
ciples of  the  Government  as  any  men  who  have 
occupied  scats  upon  this  iloor,  tnen  I  say  to  you 
that  there  are  records  beliind  certain  gentlemen 
which  shall  be  presented  to  the  American  people. 
I  can  bring.them  out,  and  I  will  do  so  when  those 
war*to-ihe-knife  symptoms » of  which  I  have  seen 
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indications  here,  shall  be  pushed  on  this  floor. 
That  is  all  1  have  to  say  now.  I  vote  against  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  Mr.  Clerk,  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  seems  to  misunderstand  the 
remarks  which  I  made  on  last  Saturday;  and  I 
desire  to  say  to  the  gentleman  only  this:  in  1850, 
when  I  submitted  the  remarks  to  which  he  refers, 
and  while  I  discussed  the  position  assumed  by 
various  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  I  then  stated  that 
it  was  tlie  duty  of  Congress  to  pass  laws  in  refer- 
ence to  this  question,  and  to  let  the  people  decide, 
when  they  came  to  frame  their  constitution,  what 
their  domestic  institutions  should  be.  I  endeav- 
ored to  bring  tliem  to  the  point  by  showing  what 
their  positions  respectively  were. 

I  will  say  to  the  gentleman,  further — for  I  do  not 
desire  that  my  position  on  this  Question  shall  be 
misunderstood  either  here  or  elsewhere — that  I 
stated  then,  and  I  state  now,  that  any  remark 
which  I  may  have  made  then,  or  at  any  otlier 
time,  that  I  was  willing  to  vote  for  the  AVilmot 
proviso,  or  anything  else  which  was  not  a  fair, 
just,  and  equitable  adjustment  of  all  these  ques- 
tions between  the  States  and  the  people  of  the 
States,  was  made  with  a  view  to  bring  tno  friends 
of  the  Administration  to  a  particular  point.  In 
the  remarks  made  in  1850,  and  to  which  he  refers, 
I  there  stated  that  my  object  was  to  bring  the  ad- 
ministration of  General  Taylor  to  the  test,  to  see 
whether  his  northern  or  southern  supporters  had 
been  deceived.  It  was  not  for  any  other  reason. 
I  stated,  on  Saturday  last,  tliat  I  had  not  acted  in 
accordance  with  those  declarations,  and  that  if  I 
had,  I  should  have  committed  a  wrong;  and  unjust 
act.  When  the  bills  of  1850,  which  recognize 
the  same  principle  as  the  Nebraska-Kansas  act, 
were  passed,  I  took  my  position  on  the  ground 
which  I  now  occupy. 

I  want  to  say  another  thifig.  I  am  one  of  those 
who  change  my  opinions  when  I  think  that  tliey 
are  wrong  ones.  I  disavow  any  sentiment  which 
I  have  uttered  when  I  think  that  it  is  wrong.  I 
said,  the  other  day,  that  while  I  believe,  accord- 
ing to  the  letter  of  the  Constitution,  we  had  a 
right  to  exclude  slavery,  yet,  at  the  same  time,  as 
it  was  unjust  and  wrong,  I  say,  in  my  opinion, 
it  violated  tlic  spirit  of  the  Constitution;  for  that 
Constitution  was  made  to  secure  cquaUty  among 
all  the  States  and  die  citizens  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER.  I  repeat,  I  am  gratified 
that  the  gentleman  from  IlUnois  did  take  back  on 
Saturday  last  the  position  which  he  occupied  in 
his  speech  in  1850.  I  need  not  repeat  the  senti- 
ments of  personal  respect  and  general  admiration 
of  his  positions  on  that  national  question  which 
I  expressed  on  Friday;  but,  at  tlie  same  time,  I 
must  do  myself  the  justice,  if  the  House  will  per- 
mit me,  to  say,  that  tlie  interrogatories  which  I 
propounded  to  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  were 
predicated  on  his  record  at  the  page  which  I  have 
cited  to  the  House — questions  as  to  the  territorial 

fovernments  for  tlie  territory  acquired  from 
lexico,  the  greater  portion  of  which,  leaving 
out  Cahfornia,  lay  south  of  the  Missouri  com- 
promise line. 

The  eentleman  from  Illinois  maintained  that 
the  local  laws  of  New  Mexico  at  the  time  pro- 
hibited slavery.  He  maintained  that  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  could  not  carry  to,  or 
protect  slavery  in,  the  Territories;  and  he  urged 
that  the  Wilmot  proviso  was  therefore  unneces- 
sary; that  the  local  law  abolishing  slavery  ought 
to  be  satisfactory  to  the  anti-slavery  men.  He 
said  that  if  the  bill,  silent  on  the  subject  of  sla- 
very, (the  local  laws  bein^  of  course  left  to  operate 
its  prohibition  in  the  territory  south  of  3fiO  30',) 
were  defeated,  that  he  would  vote  for  the  Wilmot 

froviso.  AVhat  would  be  the  effect  of  that  vote  ? 
am  gratified  that  he  has  taken  that  position  back; 
but  it  ill  becomes  gentl^'men  who  wiah  to  be  con- 
sidered the  conscrvers  of  the  constitutional  rights 
of  the  South,  to  make  attacks  on  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Fuller.] 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  The  gentleman,  I  trust, 
does  not  suppose  that  I  intended  to  tnake  any 
attack  on  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.    If 


he  does,  I  beg  to  tell  him  that  he  is  mistaken.  1 
was  really  and  trutlifully  gratified  to  see  liim  take 
the  position  which  ho  did. 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER.  My  opinion  is,  that  the 
advocates  of  the  constitutional  power  of  Congre^ji 
to  establish  or  prohibit  slavery  in  the  territory  of 
the  United  States— though  tliey  may  live  in  the 
South,  though  they  may  profess  to  be  the  ad- 
vocates of  the  constitutional  rights  of  the  South- 
are  doing  to  the  South  more  damage  and  are  more 
dangerous  than  the  Abolitionists  of  the  North. 
My  purpose  has  been  to  draw  out  tlie  candidates 
for  the  speakership  into  an  expression  of  their 
sentiments  and  their  records  in  this  House;  and 
I  think  that  I  have  accomphshcd  it. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  would  suggest  tliat 
all  this  debate  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  FAUfeKNER  (when  his  name  was  called) 
said:  I  do  not  rise  to  make  any  personal  expla- 
nation, or  any  explanation  of  the  vote  that  1  am 
about  to  give;  nor  do  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
making  any  other  remarks,  further  than  to  say, 
that  I  hold  in  my  hand  some  resolutions  which 
I  shall  now  ask  to  have  read,  and  which  I  shall 
submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  House  to- 
morrow, or  at  a  very  early  day.  I  shall  offer 
tliem,  sir,  in  good  faith;  and  believing  that  they 
present  the  only  result  which  this  House  can 
arrive  at  with  credit  to  itself  or  satisfaction  to  the 
country,  I  ask  that  the  resolutions  may  be  read 
as  a  part  of  my  remarks. 

Mr.  EpIE.  Can  tliese  resolutions  be  read  whila 
the  vote  is  being  taken? 

Mr.  FAULKNER.  I  have  a  right  to  have  them 
read  as  a  part  of  my  remarks. 

The  Clerk  read  tlie  resolutions,  as  follows: 

Whereas,  after  a  trial  of  near  seven  weeks,  this  Hoase 
has,  from  a  fundamental  disagreement  of  opinion  as  to  tbe 
powers  and  policy  of  this  Govcrumcut  amongst  the  Ecpre- 
aeniatives  of  the  people  elected  to  the  Tliirty-Fourlh  (;on- 
grcss,  found  itself  incapable  of  aft'ccting  such  an  oraaniza- 
tion  as  qualifies  it  to  difcharge  the  (uacUons  which  the 
Constitution  has  devolved  upon  it  as  an  essentia]  branch  of 
the  legislative  power  of  lUe  country;  and  wiuch  di;iagiue- 
nient  of  opinion,  founded  as  it  is  upon  principle,  will,  it  is 
just  to  presume,  prevent  any  orgairtzation  of  liils  House  at 
a  future  period,  so  long  as  the  individuals  now  composiuf 
it  act  under  the  authority  derived  from  the  elections  whieti 
have  returned  tliejn  as  members  of  this  body ;  aud  whereas, 
it  is  proper  and  in  accordunce  with  the  irm;  theory  of  our 
Government  that  the  powers  thus  provided  by  tho  Consti- 
tution for  tiie  general  good,  and  delegated  by  the  people, 
shall  not  be  held  by  tliuir  ojentn  in  abeyance,  but  siiull  be 
exercised  for  the  purjiose  for  which  ihcy  were  granted,  pr 
surrendered  to  the  people  of  the  several  States,  that  tliey 
may  have  an  opportunity  of  reviewing  mid  dcterminingj  by 
Uie  selection  of  new  agents,  those  principles  of  constitu- 
tional power  and  national  policy,  a  didferencH  in  regard  to 
which  now  so  unhappily  mars  tlie  harmony  of  this  nation, 
and  obstnicts  the  regular  action  of  the  Government; 

Resolved^  That  each  member  of  this  House  wHI,  on  Mon> 
day  next,  if  a  Speaker  shall  not  before  that  day  be  elected, 
prepare  and  dcpofiit  with  Uie  Clerk  a  sealed  paper,  indorsed 
Willi  his  name  aud  contnining  the  ri'signaiion  of  hii  seat  as 
a  memher  ofthe  Thirty-Fourth  Congress;  which  sealed  lettier 
of  resignation,  when  delivered  by  every  member  of  this 
House,  or  by  such  numher  as  will  in  good  faiili  carry  into 
effect  the  object  of  tliis  resolution,  shall^  by  order  of  the 
House,  be  opened  by  the  Clerk,  and  pubhcly  read  from  his 
table,  and  shall  from  that  time  operate  to  vacate  his  seat  tfn 
a  member  of  this  House;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Clerk  fortliwith  to  transmit  to  the  Govemofs  of  the  several 
States  tlie  letters  of  resignation  of  the  memhers  now  repre- 
senting said  States. 

Resolved.  That  when  this  House  adjourns  on  Monday  next, 
it  win,  (With  the  consent  of  the  Senate,)  if  a  speaker  shall 
not  before  that  day  be  elected,  adjourn  to  meet  on  tbe  fio»t 
Monday  in  May  next. 

Mr.  FAULKNER.  I  will  simply  remark, 
that  I  shall  submit  those  resolutions  to-morrow. 
I  vote  no. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Alabama,  (when  his  name  was 
called,)  said:  I  intend  to  vote  no  on  this  resolu- 
tion; but  before  doing  so,  I  desire  to  say  a  word 
or  two,  as  I  am  one  of  the  four  gentlemen  who 
have  been  referred  to  as  having  voted  for  the  plu- 
rality rule  in  1849.  I  voted  for  it  then  because  I 
saw  that  it  would  accomplish  the  object  I  had  in 
view.  I  did  not  consider,  in  giving  that  vole, 
that  there  was  any  principle,  consuiutional  or 
otherwise,  involved  in  it.  It  was  merely  a  vote 
of  expediency,  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  the 
House.  I  wish  to  say  to  the  House,  and  to  my 
people,  (not  to  **  the  country,'*)  that  I  gave  that 
vote  because  I  saw  then,. very  ckixljf,  lhAt:hy 
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adopting  the  plurality  rule,  we  could  elect  a  na- 
tional Democrat  as  Spoakor;  but  from  what  I 
have  seen  since  we  have  rn«?t  here,  I  am  not  no 
well  satisfied  tliat  we  could  do  that  now;  and, 
thorerore,  I  vote  against  it.  I  say  thus  much, 
because  I  want  my  people  to  understand  why  I 
voted  for  the  plurality  rule  in  1849,  and  against 
it  now.     I  vote  no. 

The  result  of  the  vote  was  then  announced,  as 
above  recorded. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  have 
seen  much,  heard  much,  and  read  much  that  has 
surprised  me  at  this  session  of  Cong^ress;  but  I 
was  never  more  amazed  in  all  my  life  than  I  was 
on  entering  the  Hall  this  morning,  to  find  a  propo- 
sition of  this  kind  pending  before  this  body.  I 
felt  embarrassed,  because  I  thought  that  it  might 
place  me  in  a  false  attitude  before  the  House  and 
the  country.  I  felt,  also,  that  it  might  tend  to 
embarrass  the  action  of  this  House.  But  I  had 
no  remedy;  and  I  now  rise  for  the  simple  purj>ose 
of  assuring  the  House  that  the  proposition  was 
made  without  my  knowledge  and  without  my 
authority.  It  was,  doubtless,  the  result  of  per- 
sonal kindness  and  of  patriotic  design  on  the 
}wrt  of  the  gentleman  from  lov/a,  and  I  thank 
lim  for  it. 

Sir,  it  is  but  proper  I  should  say  that  since  I 
withdrew  my  name  on  the  seventh  day  of  Decf^m- 
ber,  I  have  on  several  occasions  been  appealed  to 
by  honorable  gentlemen  to  give  my  consent  to  the 
introduction  of  some  such  proposition  as  this. 
Those  who  never  voted  for  me  during  ihe  time  I 
was  before  the  House  as  the  candidate  of  my 
friends,  have  made  appeals  to  me  that  they  might 
be  authorized  to  submit  somethmg  of  this  kind. 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr. 
Knight]  has  made  such  an  appeal  to  me  on  more 
than  one  occasion .  My  uniform  response  has  been , 
that  whatever  ambition  I  might  have  had,  when 
I  came  here,  to  occupy  that  hi^h  and  honorable 
post,  had  been  cured,  because  I  thought  that  its 
nonors  had  been  very  materially  frittered  away 
by  the  circumstances  connected  witli  tliis  contro- 
versy. 

I  assured  the  gentlemen  who  made  these  appli- 
cations to  me  that,  under  no  circumstances  what- 
ever, could  I,  in  the  existing  condition  of  things, 
be  considered  as  a  candidate,  or  as  throwing  any 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  a  speedy  organization  of 
tliis  body.  With  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Iowa,  [Mr.  Thoringtok,]  1  believe  I  ^avc  not, 
for  some  weeks,  scarcely  passed  the  ordinary 
courtesies  and  civilities  of  tne  day,  much  less  to 
have  any  conversation  with  him  upon  a  proposi- 
tion such  as  he  has  submitted;  and  he  doubtless 
will,  if  he  has  not  already  done  so,  exonerate  me 
fully  and  entirely  from  any  participation  in  this 
matter. 

Mr.  THORINGTON.  I  stated,  I  believe,  I 
had  not  had,  directly  or  indirectly,  any  consulta- 
tion with  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  and  had  only 
mentioned  the  matter  to  some  of  my  particular 
fViends. 

Mr.  CAMPBEILL.  I  am  glad,  however,  that 
the  vote  has  been  taken,  because  it  may  be  the 
means  of  throwing  some  additional  light  upon 
this  question  of  organization,  and  of  enabling  us 
to  extricate  ourselves  from  the  difficulties  in  our 
way.  I  am  glad,  too,  for  the  further  reason,  that 
it  gives  me  an  opportunity  to  acknowledge,  in 
my  humble  way,  my  unfeigned  gratitude  to  those 
gentlemen — and  there  are  many  of  them — who 
nave  supported  this  resolution,  yet  who  did  not, 
for  reasons  satisfactory  to  them,  vote  for  me  upon 
the  former  occasion. 

Here  the  result  of  the  vote  was  announced,  as 
above  recorded. 

HON.  DANIEL  MACE. 

Mr.  CUMBACK.  I  have  never,  as  yet,  con- 
sumed the  time  of  the  House  by  talking,  and  I 
rise  now,  not  with  the  intention  of  consuming 
much  time,  but  simply  for  the  purpose  of  intro- 
ducing a  resolution  which,  I  think,  will  facilitate 
the  organization  of  this  House.  During  the 
first  part  of  the  session,  I  cast  my  vote  for  the 
distinguished  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Camp- 
bell;] and  continued  to  do  so  as  long  as  he  was 
a  candidate  for  the  speakership.  Since  he  with- 
drew his  name  from  the  canvass,  I  have  steadily 
and  uniformly,  at  every  call  of  the  roll,  cast  my 
vote  for  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massa- 
cbUMttA}  mkI  i  say  liera,  if  my  vott  would  tlect 


that  gentleman  now,  he  should  have  it;  if  it 
would  elect  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Camp- 
bell,] he  should  have  it;  or  if  it  would  elect  any 
man  of  this  House,  who  was  reliable  against  the 
further  extension  of  slavery,  he  should  have  it. 
We  want  an  organization,  and  I  care  nothing  for 
men.  *  Principles,  and  not  men,*' has  ever  been 
my  motto. 

1  have  drawn  up,  and  have  inmy  hand,  a  reso- 
lution which  embodies  the  name  of  a  man  who, 
it  is  well  known,  has  been  true  upon  this  ques- 
tion— the  name  of  a  man  who,  although  a  sup- 
porter of  this  Administration  when  it  came  into 
power,  has  had  the  manhood  and  the  nei-ve  to 
resist  the  policy  of  that  same  power  when  it 
abandoned  the  principles  of  Jeffersonian  Democ- 
racy by  aiding  the  encroachment  of  slavery 
upon  free  territory — a  man  who  first  in  tliis  Hall 
raised  his  voice  against  this  outrage — this  deep 
and  infamous  iniquity  of  repealing  a  solemn  com- 
pact and  compromise' to  spread  the  curse  of  hu- 
man bondage.  I  will  cast  my  vote  cheerfully  for 
him,  and  I  hope  every -anti -Nebraska  man  in  this 
House  will  cast  his  vote  for  him.  I  do  not  pror 
pose  to  say  anything  by  way  of  eulogy  upon  him. 
His  record  is  enough  for  him  to  stand  upon,  and 
beyond  that  he  neetls  no  recommendation  at  my 
hands.  His  independence,  and  his  adherence  to 
the  cause  of  freedom ,  are  his  best  eulogy.  I 
send  the  resolution  to  the  Clerk's  table,  and  ask 
that  it  may  be  read. 

The  resolution  was  read,  as  follows: 

Resolved^  That  the  Hon.  Daniel  Mace  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  declared  Speaker  of  the  Thirty- Fourth  Congress. 

Mr.  CUMBACK.  I  demand  the  previous 
question  unon  the  resolution. 

Mr.  DUNN.  Will  my  colleague  withdraw  his 
demand  for  a  moment  ? 

Mr.  CUMBACK.  Not  now.  I  want  to  make 
this  further  remark:  I  offered  this  resolution 
without  any  consultation  whatever  with  my 
worthy  colleague,  [Mr.  Mace;]  and  I  offer  it  in 
good  laith.  It  is  not  that  gentleman's  ambition, 
nor  is  it  his  desire,  to  be  Speaker  of  this  House. 
I  have  b«cn  constantly  voting  with  the  majority, 
and  I  offer  this  resolution  with  the  sole  purpose 
of  procuring  thereby  an  organization  of  this 
House. 

Mr.  DUNN.  Will  my  colleague  withdraw  his 
call  for  tlic  previous  question  ? 

Mr.  CUMBACK.  I  will  withdraw  it  in  favor 
of  my  colleague,  if  he  will  renew  it. 

Mr.  DUNN.  I  will  renew  the  call  for  the  pre- 
vious question,  if  he  desires  it.  I  am  not  dis- 
pleased— on  the  contrary,  1  am  gratified — that  the 
whip  has  at  last  left  tne  outer  circle  and  been 
displayed  upon  this  floor.  I  had  occasion  a  fev 
moments  ago  to  remark  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  that  1  was  not  responsible  to  him,  or  to  any 
member  of  this  House,  for  the  manner  in  which 
I  saw  fit  to  cast  my  vote  upon  any  question  here. 
I  believe  the  safety  of  our  institutions  depend, 
not  only  upon  the  freest  exercise  of  that  right, 
but  upon  the  promptest  and  sternest  rebuke  upon 
any  effort  to  check  or  in  anywise  control  it.  Never- 
theless, I  have  been  willing  all  alon^  to  conform, 
in  the  selection  of  officers  of  the  House,  to  that 
old  and  time-honored  usage  of  designating  the  can- 
didates by  party  caucuses — a  mode  found  emi- 
nently convenient  and  useful. 

And,  sir,  I  believe  gentlemen  very  well  know — 
and  if  any  one  will  take  the  responsibility  of  con- 
tradicting it,  I  should  like  to  have  him  rise  in  his 
place  and  do  so  now — that  at  no  time  during  the 
present  session  of  Congress  has  my  voice  been 
against  this  usage.  At  all  times,  when  I  have 
spoken  upon  this  subject,  from  the  day  when  I 
first  arrived  in  this?  city,  have  I  oiarnestly  urged  it. 
As  my  colleague  [Mr.  Brenton]  from  the  Fort 
Wayne  district,  yesterday  morning  remarked — 
and  in  my  judgment  no  man  can  doubt  the  truth 
of  it — this  entire  embarrassment  has  grown  out 
of  the  fact  that  a  aiucus  has  been  refused  as  a 
means  of  designating  the  person  who  should  be 
the  aindidate  lor  the  speakership.  I  have  heard 
much  said  about  caucuses,  but  1  have  seen  noth- 
ing entitled  to  that  designation.  A  few  gentle- 
men of  a  party  cannot  constitute  a  caucus.  No 
man  ever  before  understood  that  as  being  a 
caucus.  It  is  understood,  wlien  we  speak  of  a 
caucus,  that  we  mean  the  coming  together,  and 
acting  together,  of  those  havin<^  a  common  inter- 
08t  and  aim,  f«r  tb«  purpos«  of  carrying  out  tho 


desired  resiUt.    Now,  sir,  I  want  to  follow  this 
subject  no  further. 

I  wish  to  make  another  remark  to  some  gen- 
tlemen upon  this  floor.  Several  gcntlemtm  liave 
announced,  this  morning,  to  the  country — Ije- 
cause  it  is  the  fountr^  which  is  interested  in  all 
these  matters — that  the  whole  responsibility  of 
this  want  of  organization  rested  upon  tliose  here 
who,  prqfemng  to  be  anti-Nebraska  men,  would 
not  give  their  support  to  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Banks.]  Let  me  tell  thos« 
gentlemen,  I  am  not  only  a  professor  of  anii-Ne- 
braskaism,  but  one  fully  in  ihcfailh  and  practice^ 
and  that  I  am  almost  as  old  upon  that  subject  as 
some  who  are  the  most  noisy  and  stomiy  here 
now.  Sir,  I  will  not  yield  one  inch  from  the 
front  line  of  those  who  claim  to  be  the  old  soldiers, 
or  the  neophytes,  in  this  army;  and  when  you, 
gentlemen,  one  or  all  of  you,  undertake  to  read 
me  from  the  church,  I  imagine,  before  this  trial 
is  through,  the  church  will  be  ready  to  turn  out. 
That  is  all  I  have  to  say  upon  that  subject,  save 
this:  I  do  not  permit  any  one  of  you  to  keep  my 
judgment,  my  conscience,  my  politics,  or  my 
honor;  nor  will  you  control  my  vote  upon  acy 
subject  here  against  my  own  sense  of  right. 
They  are  in  my  own  care,  and  I  shall,  in  all 
cases,  conform  to  what  I  regard  just  and  proper- 
Mr.  GIDDINGS.  Will  the  gentleman  allow 
me  a  word  of  explanation?  That  gentleman 
must  perfectly  recollect  that  public  notice  was 
given  of  a  meeting  of  the  an ti -Nebraska  mem- 
bers, and  that  those  gentlemen,  to  the  number  of 
sixty-nine  oi-  seventy,  did  actually  attend.  I  am 
told,  by  some  gentleman  near  me,  that  there 
were  more  than  eighty  present,  but  I  cannotsar. 
That  gentleman  was  among  the  number.  We 
came  for  the  purpose  of  acting,  and  I  am  sure 
that  he  does  not  intend  to  say  that  these  gentle- 
men were  not  willing  to  act  on  that  occasion.  On 
the  contrary,  he  will  say — he  will  not  do  any  indi- 
vidual the  injustice  to  ueny — that  they  proceeded 
to  avow  their  intention  to  vote  for  Mr.  Bakks.  I 
mention  this,  because  it  is  due  to  my  friend  from 
Indiana,  and  to  all  of  us  here,  that  this  thing 
should  go  out  as  the  facts  really  were. 

Mr.  DUNN.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  thank  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  for  alluding  to  some  things  Mrliich 
have  transpired  in  caucuses.  May  I  trouble  him 
to  be  as  candid  in  alluding  to  some  other  things 
which  transpired  in  •*  the  hole  in  the  wall"  betow 
here?     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  Anything.  Certainly  I 
have  no  objection. 

Mr.  DUNN.  At  the  time  that  I  told  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  and  others,  that  I  took  up  my 
indentures  in  support  of  Mr.  Banks,  and  gave 
them  the  reason  why  I  should  no  longer  vote  for 
him,  will  he  state  what  occurred  there,  and  what 
reasons  I  gave  then  for  withdrawing  from  Mr. 
Banks's  suj^port? 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  do  not  understand  the 
gentleman's  interrogatory. 

Mr.  DUNN.  1  hope  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
will  now  inform  the  House,  inasmuch  as  he  thinks 
it  perfectly  proper  to  go  into  what  transpired  in 
caucus,  what  occurred  m  another  place  calUda  cau- 
cuSf  on  an  occasion  when  I  statea  that  I  had  given 
my  last  vote  for  Mr.  Banks,  and  what  reasons  I 
then  gave. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  My  friend  from  Indiana 
does  not,  I  am  Biwe,  intend  to  say  or  to  intimate 
that  I  have  made  public  the  proceedings  of  a  cau- 
cus. I  did  intend  to  say  that  we  met  here,  at  this 
place,  and,  as  it  was  due  to  ourselves  as  well  as 
to  him  that  our  action  should  be  known,  that  he 
withdrew  from  the  caucus,  and  did  not  act  with 
us.  He  now  alludes  to  a  meeting,  an  informal 
meeting,  which  took  place  in  the  committee  room 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  1  believe.  I 
do  not  recollect  the  date  of  that  meeting,  nor  do 
I  know  what  he  wishes  me  to  state  in  regard  to 
it.  Whatever  I  do  know,  I  am  certainly  wilhn^ 
to  express.  So  far  as  I  myself  am  concerned,  1 
have  no  secrets. 

Mr.  DUNN.  I  refer  to  the  meeting  of  gentle- 
men from  the  northwestern  territory,  or  a  part  of 
those  gentlemen,  (for  I  have  since  learned  they 
were  not  all  there,)  with  a  few  gentlemen  from 
other  sections  of  the  country,  on  the  evening  of 
the  same  day  that  Mr.  Campsell  withdrew  his 
name  as  a  candidate  for  the  speakership. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  Will  my  friend  from  Indi- 
ana stat«  what  point  he  wishes  m«  to  $peak  upon ' 
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IVlr.  DUNN.  The  point  is  what  I  there  an- 
noaiiccd  as  the  reason  that  I  neither  could  nor 
"ii'ould  any  lone^er  continue  my  support  of  Mr. 
Banks,  until  he  should  be  fairly  and  honestly 
nominated;  and  if  he  pleases,  also  state  what  gave 
riso  to  my  remarks.  • 

Mr.  GiDDlNGS.  My  friend  will  pardon  me. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  he  did  express  the  reasons  of 
his  course,  but  I  am  unable  now  to  repeat  them. 
If  he  did  givt'  them  at  that  time,  I  do  not  recollect 
thnn.  Probably,  if  he  would  repeat  them  now,  I 
can  bear  testimony  to  what  he  said. 

Mr.  DUNN.  I  shall  not  now  repeat  them;  and 
as  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  only  remembers  a 
pcurt  of  what  tbok  place  in  what  he  calls  a  cau- 
cus, and  does  not  remember  anything  that  took 
place  in  what  he  calls  an  informal  meeting,  1  will 
still — against  what  I  believe  to  be  my  right,  with 
a  view  of  preserving  some  degree  of  harmony 
annong  the  anti-Nebraska  men — bear  the  injustice 
and  misconstruction  which  gentlemen  are  so 
anxioifs  to  fasten  on  me  on  this  occasion.  I  will 
**  bide  my  time;"  and  I  shall  have  a  vindication 
■which  will  at  least  deliver  me  from  all  blame, 
though  it  may  blister  others.  But  let  that  bUs- 
ter  come;  it  will  be  no  fault  of  mine.  It  is,  per- 
haps, unfortunate  for  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
that  his  memory  has  failed  him  as  to  some  mat^ 
tens.  If  it  had  not,  he  could  scarcely  have  deemed 
his  interruption  necessary. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  Does  my  friend  from  Indi- 
ana intend  to  impute  to  me  unkindness? 

Mr.  DUNN.  -I  wish  only  to  say  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio,  as  he  has  stated,  that  I  came 
to  the  caucus,  as  he  calls  it,  in  pursuance  of  a 
call  signed  by  myself  and  some  others,  on  the 
occasion  of  the  "  informal  meeting"  of  which  he 
speaks — a  call  which  some  other  gentlemen  re- 
fused to  sign.  But  instead  of  finding  a  full  meet- 
ing I  found  but  a  partial  meeting;  and  the  gentle- 
men who  were  tliere  1  found  to  be  simply  pre- 
pared— as  seemed  necessary  in  the  predicament 
of  men  who  could  not  help  themselves — to  regis- 
ter the  edict  of  those  who  stayed  away.  There 
was  no  liberty  of  choice  given  there;  their  po- 
sition was  ridiculous.  I  was  unwilling  to  sub- 
mit as  a  slave  to  any  such  thing;  and,  sir,  I  never 
will.  But  I  have  said  enou^rh  on  this  point  here- 
tofore, and  will  not  repeat  it.  I  am  not  here  to 
give  reasons  for  my  course,  but  simply  to  repeat 
that  no  one  here  has  any  right  to  call  my  vote  in 
question. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  would  state  that  I  did 
not  attend  the  meeting  spoken  of;  but  if  the  gen- 
tleman [Mr.  Dunn]  thinks  that  even  now  he  can 
five  me  any  reason  why,  as  an  honorable  man, 
should  withdraw  my  vote  from  Mr.  Banks,  I 
would  like  to  know  it,  and  I  now  desire  that  he 
shall  ^ve  it.  Imputations  have  been  thrown  out 
on  this  floor  long  enough.  And  I  now  say  that, 
if  a  charge  can  be  proved  against  the  candidate 
for  whom  I  am  voting  which  can  reflect  any  dis- 
honor upon  him,  I  snail  abandon  him.  but  if 
the  imputations  throwp  out  against  my  candidate 
[Mr.  Banks]  cannot  be  sustained  by  a  direct 
charge,  then  they  will  only  bind  me  to  him  with 
cords  of  steel,  and  I  will  never  abandon  him.  So 
I  would,  in  all  kindness  and  in  all  courtesy,  ask 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  for  whom  I  have 
high  respect,  to  let  us  have  these  charges  and 
these  proofs.     [Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  DUNN  resumed  the  floor,  but  was  re- 
minded by  the  Clerk  that  his  time  had  expired. 
[Cries  of  **  Let  him  go  on  !*'] 

The  CLERK.     If  there  be  no  objection,  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  will  proceed. 
Mr.  MEACHAM.    I  object. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  move  that  the  gentleman  Yrom 
Indiana  be  at  Uberty  to  proceed. 

The  CLERK.  That  motion  is  not  in  order. 
It  will  be  recollected  that  the  terms  of  the  reso- 
lution limiting  debate  are  positive;  that  when 
objection  is  made  at  the  termination  of  the  ten 
minutes,  the  member  who  has  the  floor  must  cease 
speaking. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  move  that  the  House 
give  tlie  gentleman  from  Indiana  leave  to  pro- 
ceed. 

Mr.  DUNN.     I  will  not  ask  that  favor. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  Has  the  gentleman *a  time 
expired,  Mr.  Clerk? 

The  CLERK.     It  has. 

Mr.  WH££LER.    And  have  I  ths  floor? 


The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  IVom  New  York 
[Mr.  Wheeler]  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  Then  I  yield  my  right  to 
the  floor  to  the  gentleman  from  Indiana. 

A  Member.  You  cannot  do  that  without  the 
consent  of  the  House. 

Mr.  DUNN.  My  colleague  [Mr.%DMBACK] 
has  required  that  I  should  renew  the  call  for  the 
previous  question.  I  wish,  in  doing  so,  simply 
to  say  that  I  have  no  charges  to  make.  It  is  my 
necessity  and  my  privilege  to  defend;  and  if  that 
defense  should  hurt  others,  let  them  look  to  the 
cause  of  it.  I  invade  no  man's  territory,  but  if 
any  man  comes  upon  mine 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  must  remind  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  that  he  is  not  entitled  to 
the  floor. 

Mr^  DUNN.  But  one  word.  When  any  one 
thrusts  himself  upon  my  threshold ,  I  shall  treat 
him  with  such  hospitality  as  his  iiftrusion  de- 
serves. 

Mr.  MEACHAM,  (interrupting.)  I  made  an 
objection  the  other  day  to  a  gentleman  proceeding 
beyond  the  ordinary  limit  of  the  rule.  It  was  to 
a  gentleman  on  the  other  side  of  the  House;  and 
I  now  feel  bound,  in  honor,  to  do  to  our  own  side 
of  the  House  what  I  would  do  to  the  other.  If 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana  has  any  charge  to 
make  against  Mr.  Banks,  and  has  any  proofs  to 
brin^  in  support  of  it,  I  will  withdraw  my  objec- 
tion in  order  to  allow  him  to  present  them. 

Mr.  DUNN.  I  have  abready  stated  that  I 
shall  make  no  charges. 

Mr.  MEACHAM.  Very  well;  then  I  insist 
that  the  gentleman  has  no  right  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  TAPPAN.  If  the  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana will  allow  me,  I  will  say  this:  I  happened 
accidentally  to  be  present  at  the  gathering  m  the 
committee-room  to  which  reference  has  been  made, 
and  I  heard  the  gentleman  [Mr.  DitnnI  state  that 
he  could  vote  for  Mr.  Banks  no  longer;  but  I  do  not 
recollect  that  he  gave  any  reason  at>all.  I  think 
that  this  matter  should  not  rest  any  longer  on 
innuendo.  I  think  that  if  the  gentleman  has  any 
charges  to  make,  or  any  reasons  to  allege  for 
abandoning  Mr.  Banks,  he  should  state  them 
now.  I,  for  one,  do  not  recollect  his  giving  them 
at  that  time. 

Mr.  DUNN.  I  am  aware  that  memories  of 
gentlemen  sometimes  fail  them.  It  is  sometimes 
convenient  to  forget.  I  have  seen  one  or  two 
instances  of  it  here .  But  the  failure  of  any  man  *a 
memory  does  not  change  my  judgment  as  to  what 
I  ought  to  do  in  the  existing  state  of  the  case; 
nor  will  it  change  the  course  which  I  mean  to 
pursue. 

Mr.  MEACHAM.  I  rise  to  a  question  of 
order.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana  was  per- 
mitted to  proceed  with  his  remarks  upon  the 
understanding  that  he  was  to  make  his  charges, 
and  make  them  good,  against  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  and  only  upon  that  understand- 
ing. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  It  is  too  late  now  to  raise 
that  point  of  order. 

Mr.  MEACHAM.    No,  sir,  it  is  not  too  late. 
«I  insist  that  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  shall  be 
confined  to  charges  against  the  gentleman  iVom 
Massachusetts. 

Mr.  DUNN.  No,  sir;  I  said  that  I  had  no 
charges  to  make  against  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  to  the  House,  and  that  I  would 
make  none.  I  shall  take  my  own  time  and  my 
own  way  about  this  matter.  I  wan  t  now  to  allude 
to  a  statement  made  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Sage,]  as  illustratins;  this  shortness 
of  memory  to  which  men  are  liable.  He  coolly 
told  us  a  moment  ago  that  he  had  cheerfully  voted 
for  Mr.  Campbell  until  the  name  of  that  gentle- 
man was  withdrawn.  Now,  sir,  the  record  shows 
that,  for  the  first  eleven  votes,  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  voted  steadily  for  Mr.  Banks,  while 
Mr.  Banks  himself  was  all  that  time  amusing 
himself,  and  pressing  tlie  public  interest  to  con- 
clusions, by  throwing  off  on  Mr.  Wheeler. 
There  was  no  such  urgent  necessity  then  for  the 
immediate  oi^nization  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SAGE.  The  gentleman  will  do  me  the 
justice  to  allow  me  to  say  that  the  record  will 
show 

Mr.  DUNN.  I  will  state  the  gentleman  cor- 
rectly, for  I  am  stating  from  the  record.  I  have 
it  in  my  hand. 

Mr.  SAOE.    I  will  tell  the  gentleman  how  il 
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was.  I  voted  for  Mr.  Banks  at  the  commence- 
ment, until  I  found  that  there  was  a  movement 
made  up  on  the  part  of  the  anti-Nebraska  men  to 
concentrate  upon  Mr.  Campbell.  I  then  voted 
for  that  gentleman  until  his  name  was  withdrawn. 
I  then  voted  for  Mr.  Pennington. 

And  now  let  me  say  one  thing  more  in  reference 
to  that  caucus.  I  myself  went  to  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Dunn,]  informed  him  that  a 
caucus  of  our  friends  was  to  be  held,  and  asked 
him  if  he  would  attend  it.  He  replied  that  he 
would,  if  the  weather  would  permit — it  being  a 
stormy  day,  and  his  health  not  being  good,  lie 
said  the  only  objection  he  had  to  acting  with  those 
of  us  who  were  supporting  Mr.  Banks  was,  that 
his  candidacy  was  not  the  result  of  a  caucus  nom- 
ination; but  that,  if  a  full  and  fair  caucus  was  held, 
he  should  be  found  acting  with  the  majority. 
Well,  sir,  the  caucus  was  neld,  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Indiana  was  present,  as  has  been  stated 
at  the  commencement.  He  then  made  a  speech, 
stating,  as  I  recollect,  that  the  whole  artti-Ne- 
braska  strength  in  the  House  was  one  hundred 
and  tweniy-tiirce  members,  and  that  if  they  would 
all  unite  m  caucus  and  make  a  nomination,  he 
would  be  bound  by  it,  but  not  otherwise.  Th« 
gentleman  will  correct  me  if  I  am  wrong. 

Mr.  DUNN.    Take  your  own  course. 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  think  there  were  some  eighty 
members  present.  If  I  mistake  not,  the  ballot 
taken  that  evening  shows  that  about  seventy 
members  voted. 

Mr.  DUNN  rose. 

Mr.  SAGE.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  DUNN.  The  gentleman  may  have  stated 
his  understanding  of  the  facts,  but  there  is  a  tri- 
fling diflerence  between  his  understanding  of  the 
facts  and  the  facts  themselves.  Now,  sir,  I  shall 
go  a  httle  further  into  the  matter,  and  show  the 
gentleman's  want  of  accuracy  of  recollection 
upon  a  very  important  point.  I  believe  there 
had  been  several  efiforts  made  to  get  up  an  anti- 
Nebraska  caucus  at  what  was  known  as  the 
RepubUcan  rooms,  before  the  one  to  which  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  has  made  allusion. 
This  was  on  the  Friday  and  Saturday  before 
Congress  met.  I  believe  it  is  known  that  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Banks,! 
and  some  of  his  friends,  could  not  be  persuadca 
to  take  any  part  in  the  proceedings,  with  a  view 
of  making  a  nomination;  and  after  that  time, 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Sage]  was 
steadily  casting  his  vote  for  Mr.  Banks,  of  iVias- 
sachusetts.  llic  delegation  from  Massachusetts 
also,  and  several  other  gentlemen  from  different 
States,  continued  to  cast  their  votes  for  him, 
keeping  up  his  vote  all  the  time  to  about  twenty* 
two  or  twenty-three. 

But  the  gentleman  says  that,  at  a  certain  time 
he  digressed  from  the  course  he  had  been  pur- 
suing, and  continued  to  vote  for  Mr.  Campbell 
until  his  name  was  withdrawn.  Now,  in  refer- 
ence to  this  matter,  I  think  the  exact  truth  should 
be  told,  as  the  gentleman's  memory  is  again  at 
fault.  There  are  some  coincidences  that  may  be 
considered  as  rather  striking.  Extracts  were 
read  here  the  other  day  from  a  letter  purporting 
to  have  been  written  by  the  senior  member  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Giddinos]  upon  this  floor,  in  which 
it  was  said  tliat,  at  a  certain  time,  it  was  deter- 
mined to  give  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Campbell]  a  handsome  vote,  by  way  of  placing 
him  in  a  good  position  to  retire  from.  I  do  not 
pretend  to  give  his  language,  but  that  was  Uie 
substance.  I  have  some  recollection — and  there 
are  other  gentlemen  here  who  have  the  same  rec- 
ollection— of  heeu*ing  that  same  thing  whispered 
round  these  desks  at  a  particular  time;  and,  if  the 
record  be  examined,  it  will  be  found  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  and  some  others,  were 
just  about  that  time  taken  with  a  digressive  spirit 
in  favor  of  Mr.  Campbell.  [Laughter.]  Several 
gentlemen  from  Massachusetts,  who  had  been, 
with  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  steadily 
voting  for  Mr.  Banks  up  to  that  time,  and  others 
from  other  States  who  had  also  been  voting  for 
Mr.  Banks,  also  took  occasion  to  digress  at  exactly 
tluU  time:  a  complimentary  digression^  the  e;entie- 
man  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Giddinos]  would  call  it. 

Well,  it  so  happened  that  Mr.  Campbell  stood 
Are  a  little  better  than  it  was  intended  he  should; 
and  when  it  was  ascertained  that  he  did  not  with- 
draw as  waa  expect«d«  theee  gentleman  all,  or 
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nearly  so,  dropped  off,  and  Mr.  Campbell's  vote 
was  again  reduced  to  about  the  old  standard.  Let 
us  see  how  the  vote  of  the  j^pntU-man  from  New 
ifork  .stands,  for  I  have  the  record  before  me.  It 
shows  that  he  votrd  the  first  ehven  times  for 
Mr.  Banks,  the  next  six  times  for  Mr.  Campbell. 
Then  he  cast  four  votes  for  Mr.  Penningtox, 
then  two  for  Mr.  CA.MPBELL,arid  Mr.  Campbell 
withdrew.  So  the  genil^nnan  '.s  declaration  a  while 
agoisnotentircly  BUStainedbylhfM'PCord.  There- 
corcLof  the  gentleman  from  New  York, at  that  time, 
is  about  that  of  a  good  many  other  gentlemen  in 
this  Hall.  I  have  ?iven  it,  that  gentlemen  may 
Bee  the  position  of  things  about  the  time  when  the 
letter  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Giddings] 
eays  they  det<;rmined  to  run  up  the  vote  of  Mr. 
Campbell  as  large  as  possible,  so  as  to  give  him 
a  handsome  position  to  retire  from.  Well,  Mr. 
Clerk,  thcgejitleman  from  Kew  York,  soon  after 
ho  commenced  voting  for  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Campbell,]  was  seized  with  sucJian 
attachment  for  my  friend  from  New  Jersey,  [Mr. 
Pennington,]  that  lie  could  not  leave  him  for  a 
whole  d<iy.  After  IVIr.  Campbell's  name  was 
withdrawn,  he  went  back  to  the  ;;entleman  from 
Kew  Jersey,  and  remained  by  him  during  tlic 
whole  of  tliat  day. 

There  is  one  other  little  matter  to  which  I  wish 
also  to  refer,  that  it  may  go  to  complete  the  record. 
I  said  here,  some  days  ago,  tliat  1  was  authorized 
by  my  colleague  from  the  Fort  Wayne  district, 
[Mr.  BuENTON,]  to  state  a  circumstiincc  that  he 
advised  me  of,  to  the  clTect  that,  after  Mr.  Camp- 
bell's name  had  been  withdrawn,  the  friends  of 
Mr.  Banks  did  not  wish  timfthe  anti-Nebraska 
men  should  concentrate  their  votes  upon  him  at 
once.  They  wanted  them  to  scatter  or  throw  off 
until  it  was  seen  that!Mr.  Pennington,  and  other 
anti-Nebraska  candidates,  sliould  exhaust  their 
force,  and  their  election  be  found  impracticable, 
and  have  their  names  withdrawn,  or  to  that  effect; 
then  we  were  to  concentrate  upon  Mr.  Banks,  and 
elect  him.  My  colleague  will,  if  I  Iiave  not  th«| 
authority  to  make  iliis  statement,  call  me  to  order, 
and  correct  me  if  I  have  not  made  tlie  statement 
correctly. 

Mr.  BRENTON.  I  have  only  this  to  say: 
when  Mr.  Campbell's  name  was  withdrawn,  tnc 
friends  of  Mr.  Banks  approached  me  and  requested 
me  not  to  vote  for  Mr.  Bai;ks  now,  saying  that 
Mr.  Banks  did  not  desire  it — that  his  friends  were 
to  vote  for  somebody  else  just  then.  I  replied 
that  I  was  afraid  that  wlien  Mr.  Banks  got  ready, 
I  might  not  be  ready;  and  I  accordingly  cast  my 
vote  for  Mr.  BANtis,  and  continued  to  vole  for 
him.  I  made  this  sUitement  to  my  colleague  [Mr. 
Dlnn]  who  is  now  on  tiie  fioor. 

Mr.  SAGE.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana  states 
the  record  correctly  so  far  as  the  statement  of 
my  votes'is  concerned;  but,  to  i)Iace  the  matter 
in  its  proper  light,  1  desire  to  say,  that  after  Mr. 
Campbell's  name  had  been  withdrawn  I  cast  my 
vote  for  Mr.  Pennington  in  good  faith;  and,  if 
the  friends  of  that  gentleman  had  allowed  me,  I 
should  have  continued  to  vote  for  him  to  this 
lime,  unless  lie  had  desired  me  to  dt^sist.  But 
what  I  want  to  say  in  this  connection  is,  to  give 
my  rrason  for  selecting  that  gentleman  then  as 
my  candidate— and  I  believe  the  House  will  bear 
me  witness  in  the  correctness  of  the  reason.  It 
was  urged  by  the  friends  of  the  gentleman  from 
Kcw  Jersey,  that  the  anti-Nebrarka  men  ofPcnn- 
eylvania  could  not  be  made  to  concentrate  upon 
Mr.  Banks  until  they  had  first  tried  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Jersey,  [Mr.  Pennington,]  whom 
they  preferred  next  to  the  g<'ntleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr.  Fuller,]  for  whom  they  were 
then  casthig  their  votes.  With  this  representa- 
tion, (Mr.  Campbell's  name  having  been  with- 
drawn,) I  believed  it  just,  as  well  as  sound  policy, 
to  concentrate  the  nnti-Nebraski  strength  on  the 

fenticman  from  New  Jersey,  [Mr.  Pennington.] 
urged  this  concentration  m  good  faith  and  ear- 
nestness, but  the  opposition  of  the  friends  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  [Mr.  Pennington,] 
prevented  it.  That  was  the  position  taken  by 
me,  and  I  believe  it  was  a  correct  one. 

Mr.  DUNN.  There  has  been  too  much  of 
policy  in  tUcse  transactions;  I  think  that  a  little 
more  of  stniightforwardncss  might  have  been 
equally,  if  not  more,  beneficial  to  the  public  in- 
terest, and  quite  as  creditable  to  gentlemen  con- 
cerned. [Laughter.]  I  regret  ttiat  the  friends 
of  my  friend  from  New  Jersey  prevented  any 


man  from  standing  firmly  to  their  candidate.    I 
take  this  occasion  to  say,  that  I  am  not  in  the  list 
of  friends  who  drove  any  man  from  his  standard. 
Mr.  PENNINGTON.    Mr.  Clerk,  I  assume 
no  responsibility  for  any  action  taken  on  the 

Eart  of  luur  of  my  friends  in  this  contest;  they 
ave  actW  on  their  own  responsibility.  I  will 
say,  however,  that  1  learned,  late  at  night,  soon 
after  the  withdrawal  of  my  friend  from  Ohio, 
[Mr.  Campbell,]  that  a  plan — a  scheme  I  will 
call  it,  because  that  word  expresses  beUer  what 
I  mean — a  scheme  was  concerted,  in  a  certain 
quarter,  to  run  me  up  to  a  certain  point,  and  then 
to  drop  me,  and  in  that  way  to  kill  me  off  out  of 
tlie  way  of  other  candidates.  [Laughter.]  At 
the  hour  of  one  o'clock  at  night,  when  every 
good  Christian  ought  to  have  been  a-bed,  [laugh- 
ter,] I  was  obliged,  in  self-defense,  to  make  my 
way  through  the  dark  passages  of  this  city  to 
the  headquarters  where  I  supposed  this  scheme 
was  concocted,  and  there  protested  against  this 
"most  foul  and  unnatural  murder."  [Great 
laughter.] 

ISlr.  DIJNN.  If  I  may  be  allowed  to  borrow 
an  illustration  from  a  coarse  and  ordinary,  but 
very  essential  and  respectable,  pursuit  of  life  in 
the  West,  I  would  say  that  there  has  been  a^ood 
deal  in  this  transaction  much  after  the  habit  of 
our  people  who  address  their  attention  to  the 
raising  of  hogs  for  the  market;  they  fatten  first 
to  slaughter  afterwards.     [Laughter.] 

But  this  is  digressing  from  the  point  which  I 
was  remarking  on  when  my  collca^e  [Mr, 
Brenton]  kindly  answered  my  question.  His 
answer  is  substantially  in  accordance  with  the 
statement  of  facts  which  I  made.  Now,  during 
that  day,  my  colleague  and  myself,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  agreement  which  I  have  heretofore 
publicly  referred  to  in  this  House,  continued  to 
vote  for  Mr.  Banks.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Sage]  and  other  gentlemen,  during 
the  same  day,  were  feeding  and  fattening  the 
gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  [Mr.  Pennington,] 
that  he  might  be  slaughtered  here  next  morning. 
During  the  silence  and  darkness  of  that  night, 
what  great  light  burst  on  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  and  other  gentlemen  in  some  parts  of 
the  House,  I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  will  inform  the  gentleman  on 
that  point.  The  li^ht  thrown  on  me  was  this: 
the  gentleman's  friends  remonstrated  with  me 
against  what  I  believed  to  be  the  true  policy  for 
our  side  of  the  House,  viz:  that  the  anti-Nebraska 
men  presenting  Mr.  Pennington  should  stand 
by  him. 

Mr.  DUNN.  My  friends  remonstrated,  sir! 
I  do  not  know  that  I  nave  any  friend  on  this  floor. 
Nor  does  it,  in  the  least,  concern  me  if  I  have 
not,  so  far  as  this  matter  goes. 

Mr,  SAGE.  I  mean  the  friends  of  Mr.  Pen- 
nington. 

Mr.  DUNN.  Very  well.  There  have  been 
indications  here  this  morning,  that  would  reason- 
ably warn  a  cautious  man  that  he  was  in  the 
midst  of  enemies.  I  ask  no  favor;  I  shun  no  re- 
sponsibility that  I  ought  to  meet.  But  enough 
of  this.  • 

The  next  morning  after  Mr.  Campbell  with- 
drew, the  gentleman  from  New  York,  with  va- 
rious other  gentlemen,  came  here,  and  by  their 
action  indicated  to  us  the  fact  that  they  had  dis- 
covered, during  the  night,  that  Mr.  Banks  was 
peculiarly  the  man  of  this  generation.  Many 
years  ago  there  was  a  sentiment  which  was  placed 
as  a  motto  at  the  head  of  our  newspapers  and 
seen  on  our  banners,  and  carried  in  our  public 
processions;  it  was,  **  Liberty  and  Union:  one 
and  inseparable,  now  and  forei-er. "  Sir,  that  is  a 
proud  motto — a  noble  sentiment;  but  I  suppose 
It  is  now  to  give  place,  or  is  being  attempted  to 
be  made  to  give  place,  to  another — "Banks  and 
freedom,  now  and  forever;**  and  all  who  will  not 
come  up  and  say  that  that  is  their  confession  of 
faith  and  their  rule  of  practice,  are  to  be  read  out 
of  the  great  army  of  the  friends  of  freedom.  Read 
out!  Who  has  conferred  upon  these  gentlemen 
pontifical  robes  and  powers  ?  If  you  have  these 
emblems  of  authority,  learn  thati  am  no  CathoUc, 
and  so  I  laugh  at  the  bulls  and  the  thunders  of 
tlie  Vatican.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  Nvish  to  make  a  suggestion 
to  the  gentleman  from  Indiana.  He  says  that  he 
disclaims  any  responsibility  to  any  portion  of  the 
menrt)er»  of  tWi  House. 


Mr.  DUNN.    For  my  vote  I  do. 

Mr.  STANTON.  All  right.  Ania8kis,tb«t 
he  will  discharge  the  anti-Nebraska  men  from  any 
responsibility  for  him. 

^  Mr.  DUNN.  1  have  never  asserted  nor  inti- 
mated a  wish  f  that  effect.  I  think,  when  tlie 
gentlemen  discharge  the  responsibiUiy  which  ia 
on  their  shoulders  to  those ^to  whom  tneynrcan. 
swerablc,  they  may  be  satisfied.  They  may  fiii 
that  they  have  enough  labor  on  their  hands,  with 
out  standing  as  sentinels  on  my  conduct.  I  claim 
the  privilege  which  I  extend  to  others — that  of  be- 
ing ^ovenwd  by  the  dictates  of  my  own  jud^menl 
on  the  facts  which  are  before  me.  That  privilej»e 
is  not  mine  as  an  individual  memberonly,  but  ilia 
that  of  the  men  who  have  sent  me  here  to  take  care 
of  their  interests;  a  privilege  solemnly  guarantied 
for  the  highest  uses;  and  it  shall  not  be  drawn 
from  my  hands,  nor  insulted  in  mv  person,  by  any 
power  on  tliis  floor.  I  am  not  nere  to  eive  rea- 
sons for  votiMg  against  Mr.  Bakks,  ana  no  one 
here  has  a  ri|:ht  to  question  me  on  the  subject. 
They  are  eufncient  to  myself,  and  I  shall  hardly 
fail  to  make  them  satisfactory  to  tliose  who  per- 
haps may  properly  ask  me  to  explain.  I  took 
no  part  in  any  vote,  and  poj^itively  refUsed  to  take 
part  in  any  votes;  and  I  witlidrew  from  this  cau- 
cus, as  gentlemen  call  it,  announcing  at  the  time 
that  I  should  not  be  held  responsible  for,  or  sub- 
mit myself  in  any  sense  to,  its  deierminntion.  My 
honor  is  untouched  by  that  miserable  dod?e. 
This  is  all  I  think  it  proper  to  say  on  this  point, 
and  it  is  all  I  will  say,  until  it  shall  suit  my  own 
views  of  propriety  to  go  further  into  the  subject; 
and  when  I  do  so  choose,  I  shall  be  able  to  get 
reliable  facts  enough  for  my  fturpose,  without  a 
resort  to  the  uncertain  and  failing  metnoriM  of 
gentlemen  who  arc  unable  to  state  <dl  that  has  oc- 
curred in  their  presence,  and  where  they  haie 
themselves  been  actors,  as  well  as  witnesses. 

I  may  take  this  occasion,  however,  to  make  an 
inquiry  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Shm- 
MAN,]  as  to  a  fact  which  has  been  reported.  If 
it  is  incorrect,  he  cannot  object  that  I  give  him  an 
opportunity  to  set  it  right;  and  that  is,  whether 
he  defeated  his  predecessor  on  this  fioor  for  the 
seat  that  he  now  occupies,  among  others,  for  the 
reason  that  he  gave  the  very  same  vote  on  the 
Kansas  and  Nebraska  bill  on  account  of  which 
I  make  some  objections  to  Mr.  BA>rKs?  It  may 
be  useful  to  the  public  to  know  just  what  hw 
been  the  views  of  gentlemen  and  of  their  consliui- 
ents  in  regard  to  that  vote,  before  the  ze^il  here 
to  accomplish  certain  ends  had  sanctified  all  the 
delinquencies  of  the  past. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  When  the  gentleman  is 
through  with  his  explanation,  I  will  answer  ium 
upon  that  point,  as  well  as  upon  others,  which 
he  has  maae. 

Mr.  MEACH AM.  I  rise  again  to  a  point  of 
order.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana  is  not  pur- 
suing the  line  of  remark  which  he  was  permittea 
by  the  House  to  pursue.  He  is  not  making 
charges  against  Mr.  Banks,  nor  is  he  giving 
reasons  for  not  voting  for  Mr.  Banks.  He  is  not 
doing  what  he  promised  to  do  when  he  took  the 
floor. 

Mr.  DUNN.  I  take  the  liberty  of  sayin?  to 
the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  that  I  did  not  prom- 
ise to  give  reasons  for  not  voting  for  Mr.  Baxks 
nor  did  I  promise  to  make  any  charges  a^nsi 
Mr.  Banks.  I  have  expressly  declared,  a^n  ana 
again,  I  would  do  neither  now,  nor  until  it  snail 
entirely  suit  my  own  convenience  and  nouons  o 
propriety  as  to  time,  place,  and  audience. 

Mr.MEACHAM.  That  u-ns  the  only firoimj 
on  which  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  u-asallo^tn 
to  proceed — the  only  ground.  ,  .    _^ 

The  CLERK.    The  Clerk  understood  the  gen- 
tleman from  Vermont  twice  to  yield  his  ^^T^IJ^J. 
to  the  gentleman's  proceeding;  and  th<?C^^''^  ff 
not  conceive  it  to  be  his  duty  to  limit  the  gen 
man  from  Indiana  to  any  particular  course 
debate. 


Mr.  MEACHAM.     The  Clerk  is  P^rfectlr 
right  to  allow  the  gentleman  to  proceed  in 


that 


line  of  remark,  and  no  other.  ,    ^. 

The  CLERK.    The  Clerk  understood  the  ^er. 

tieman  from  Indiana  to  disclaim  all  nUeauon 
making  any  charges.  ,    ^„t 

Mr.MEACHAM.    He  did  so  afterwards, 

he  did  it  too  late.  ,_^.n  »/> 

Mr.  DUNN.    I  understood  the  g^n"^of 
propose  a  contract  to  me  bb  to  th«  privweg* 
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proceeding,  and  I  refused  promptly  and  decidedly 
to  accept. 

Mr.  MEACHAM.  No  contract  at  all.  I  have 
never  addrrsaed  the  gentleman,  and  I  never  mean 
to.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  DUNN.  There  is  nothing  that  could 
afford  me  greater  pleasure  than  to  know  that  I 
shall  never  be  annoyed  by  the  approaches  of  that 
member;  I  shall  be  obliged  to  him  if  he  will  never 
recall  that  pledge.  Its  observance  may  contribute 
to  our  mutual  comfort.  I  ask  pardon  of  the  House 
for  having  made  such  remarks,  for  I  grant  they 
are  unbecoming  in  this  presence;  but*  I  thought 
them  only  just  in  response  to  the  extraordinary 
and  gratuitous  remark  which  fell  from  the  mem- 
ber from  Vermont.  I  have  said,  all  along,  that  I 
desired  to  see  this  House  organized. 

Mr.  SIMMONS,  {soUo  voce.)  Who  believes 
it? 

Mr.  DUNN.  The  gentleman  asks  who  be- 
lieves it.  Sir,  I  ai5k  the  venerable  gentleman 
from  New  York  if  that  is  a  becoming  question 
to  be  asked  by  a  Representative  of  a  Representa- 
tive on  this  floor? 

Mr.  SIMMONS  said  something  which  was  not 
heard  by  the  reporters. 

Mr.  DUNN.  Then,  sir,  I  tell  the  gentleman 
that  there  is  nothing  in  the  present  aspect  of 
affeurs  here,  and  nothing  whatever  has  occurred 
that  justifies  it;  but  his  ripe,  and  I  would  like  to 
Bay,  honored  years,  are  a  protection  against  any 
unkind  remart  from  me,  no  matter  how  gross  a 
provocation  he  might  ofier.  I  have  said  all  along 
that  I  would  not  vote  for  Mr.  Banks  after  the 
occurrences  of  the  night — and  then  I  gave  gentle- 
men distinct  nmice  of  the  fact,  and  my  reasons 
why — wiiich  followed  the  withdrawal  of  Mr. 
Campbell,  except  in  one  contingency,  to  wit: 
a  fair  cbucus  nomination.  That  was  alluded  to 
publicly,  and  again  and  again.  Every  effort  was 
made  to  distort  my  language,  and  to  make  it  mean 
something  which  it  was  not  capable  of  meaning, 
and  to  give  it  a  construction  whoUy^t  variance 
with  what  I  intended.  But  have  gcimemen  ever 
acted  upon  it?  I  have  spoken  of  a  general  cau- 
cus, and  had  such  a  caucus  been  held,  I  should 
all  alon^  have  held  myself  bound  to  an  acqui- 
escence m  its  decision.  But  here,  for  five  weeKs, 
no  such  meeting  has  taken  place,  and  I  now  take 
up  my  pledge.  It  shall  not  lie  at  the  feet  of  those 
vho  insult  me  forever.  I  tell  them  now  that  I 
will  submit  to  no  caucus  hereafter  that  shall 
tender  me  the  name  of  Mr.  Banks  for  the  spcalicr- 
ship.  There  is  no  difiiculty  about  any  other  re- 
spectable gentleman,  reliably  anti-Nebraska.  I 
propose  to  make  no  selection. 

Sir,  I  do  not  intend  now  to  go  further  in  ex- 
culpation of  my  course,  or  in  explanation  of  what 
I  mean;  but  you  cannot  control  me,  jjentlemen, 
by  resorting  to  an  arbitrary  and  tyrannical  power. 
Tliere  is  notliing  in  my  nature  that  would  submit 
to  it.  I  will  rebel  against  all  laws  and  all  men 
and  all  things  temporal,  rather  than  surrender 
my  own  conscientious  obligations  to  myself,  to* 
my  country,  and  to  my  God.  Ye  are  not  my 
masters;  1  recognize  but  one  Master,  to  whom 
unconditional  submission  is  due — I  fcnr  he  is  not 
of  us.  I  thnnk  the  House  for  its  indulgence. 
Mr.  CUMCACK  obtained  the  fioor. 
Mr.  DUNN.  I  promised  to  renew  the  demand 
for  the  previous  question,  but  my  colleague  has 
the  fioor,  and  can  dispose  of  the  matter  as  he  sees 
fit. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  trust  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  will  allow  me  a  little  time  before  he  calls 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  CUM  BACK.  I  do  not  rise  for  the  pur- 
pose of  insisting  upon  the  previous  qucsiion, 
out  to  withdraw  the  resolution  which  I  offered. 
[Cries  of  *' Call  the  roll."] 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  renew  that  resolution  for 
the  purpose  of  enabling  mc  to  make  a  few  re- 
marKS.  Mr.  Clerk,  when  I  rose  this  morning 
and  stated  that,  in  my  judgment,  the  responsi- 
bility for  the  want  of  an  organization  of  this 
House  rested  upon  those  gentlemen  who  have 
been  voting  for  Mr.  Pennington,  1  did  not  antici- 
pate that  that  remark  would  lead  to  a  general  dis- 
cussion by  gentlemen  upon  all  sides  ofthe  House. 
Sir,  remarka  had  been  made  witji  regard  to  where 
that  responsibility  rested.  The  Administmtion 
party  here  had  charged  it  upon  the  anti -Nebraska 
men;  those  who  have  been  voting  for  Mr.  Fdller 
had  charged  it  upon  both  sides  of  the  House;  and 


my  own  side  of  the  House  was  divided.  I  ex- 
pressed the  opinion — and  I  now  entertain  that 
opinion  still  more  strongly — that  those  few  gen- 
tlemen who  have  voted  for  Mr.  Pennington  for 
some  days  past  were  responsible  for  the  non- 
organization  of  this  Hous^e.  I  did  not  impugn 
their  motives.  I  did  not  attempt  to  i^d  them 
out  of  this  party  or  that  party.  I  only  alleged 
the  public  fact,  that  those  gentlemen — any  three 
of  whom  might,  for  a  whole  week,  have  organized 
this  house — were  responsible  for  the  non- organ- 
ization of  this  House. 

And  now,  Mr.  Clerk,  let  me  examine  the 
reasons  which  have  been  given  by  the  members 
of  the  body  for  the  course  they  have  pursued.  I 
appeal  to  every  member  of  this  House  whether, 
with  the  grave  fact  before  us  that  this  House  has 
remained  disoi^anized  for  six  weeks,  these  rea- 
sons are  not  ridiculous?  What  are  they?  One 
was,  that  the  friends  of  Mr.  Banks  desire  that  his 
claims  should  be  adhered  to.  What  of  it?  The 
friends  of  one  candidate  might  not  think  proper 
to  urge  his  claims  at  a  particiUar  time,  and  at 
another  time  to  urge  them.  There  is  no  trick 
about  it  at  all. 

Another  reason  has  been  ui^d, — more  plaus- 
ible perhaps,  and  that  is,  that  Mr.  Banks  and 
his  friends  were  opposed  to  a  caucus.  Now,  I 
say,  as  one  of  the  original  friends  of  my  honor- 
able colleague  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Campbell,]  so 
far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  he,  as  one  of  the 
candidates,  was  in  favor  of  a  caucus. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  (interrupting.)  When  I 
came  to  Washington,  at  the  commencement  of 
this  session,  I  confined  myself  for  several  days 
to  the  hotel.  I  was  called  upon  by  various  mem- 
bers who  were  opposed  to  the  Nebraska  bill. 
Some  of  them,  wno  had  been  members  of  the 
Democratic  party,  said  to  me,  that  they  would 
prefer  to  vote  for  a  candidate  for  Speaker  who 
iiad  not  a  caucus  nomination ;  that  a  caucus  nom- 
ination would  be  a  weight  upon  them  at  home. 
My  friends  from  the  northwest  who  called  upon 
me  assured  me,  if  we  went  into  a  caucus,  I 
should  probably  receive  the  nomination  upon  the 
first  ballot.  I  said  to  them  I  desired  that  no 
course  should  be  pursued,  beneficial  to  myself, 
which  would  tend  to  prejudice  any  anti -Nebras- 
ka member  before  his  constituents.  I  desired 
them  to  take  a  course  by  which  to  ascertain  who 
was  the  strongest  man,  and,  if  they  found  it  ne- 
cessary to  resort  to  a  caucus  in  order  to  ascertain 
that,  I  was  content  to  leave  the  matter  cntir^^ly 
with  them.  I  made  no  serious  opposition  to  a 
caucus,  further  than  simply' to  say  there  were 
those  who  said  they  would  prefer  to  cast  their 
votes  for  an  anti-Nebraska  Speaker  without  the 
formaUty  of  a  caucus  nomination.  I  said  further, 
that  all  I  desired  for  myself  was,  that  it  should 
be  ascertained  in  some  fair  and  honest  way  who 
could  commMid,  at  the  outset,  the  greatest  vote 
upon  tliis  question,  let  me  know  the  result^  and 
that  that  man  should  receive  my  support  so  long 
as  the  contest  should  last.  That  is  wnat  I  said.  If 
my  colleague  knows  of  my  having  said  anything 
to  the  contrary,  he  is  at  hberty  to  make  the  cor- 
rection. 

I  may  as  well  say  now,  that  I  was  disposed  to 
regard  a  preliminary  vote  in  the  House  prefer- 
able, and  just  as  good  a  means  of  ascertaining 
the  strongest  man  as  a  caucus  could  be,  with 
barred  doors.  I  uniformly  declared  that  we 
should  ascertain  who  had  the  most  strength,  and 
then  rally  upon  him,  and  all  I  desired  of  my 
friends  was,  if  they  sliould  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  I  was  the  man,  after  a  fair  test,  tiiey  should 
stand  by  me.  This  v/as  all  that  I  asked  of  any 
one.  For  the  twenty-three  first  votes  the  great- 
est strength  was  thrown  upon  me;  yet  the  votes 
given  for  other  anti-Nebraska  candidates  would 
not  concentrate  upon  my  name  for  reasons  then 
unknown  to  me,  but  which  I  now  fully  under- 
stand. On  the  night  of  the  fourth  day  some  of 
my  friends  came  to  mft,  and  advised  me  that  I 
ought  to  withdraw  from  the  contest.  Against 
ray  own  judgment  I  yielded.  My  colleague  [Mr. 
Suerman]  was  one  of  them.  I  discovered  I  was 
about  to  be  abandoned  by  some  of  those  who  had 
professed  friendship  on  the  next  day,  notwith- 
standing that  I  had  requested  only  at  the  outset 
that  1  should  not  be  voted  for  at  all,  unless  I  was 
to  be  sustained  so  long  as  I  was  in  the  lead  of 
candidates  on  one  side.  I  therefore  determined 
to  withdraw,  and  did  withdraw  from  the  canvcuss. 


Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  remarks  of  my  col- 
league, then,  have  sustained  the  assertion  I  made, 
that  he,  and  indeed  all  the  northern  members  of 
this  body,  whose  opinions  decided  the  course  of 
the  anti-Nebraska  members  of  this  House,  ad- 
vised against  a  caucus. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  (interrupting.)  I  wish  to 
have  it  distinctly  understood  that  any  remarks 
I  may  have  made  in  opposition  to  a  caucus  were 
notprcdictated  upon  any  personal  desire,  but  upon 
the  idea  that  perhaps  a  caucus  might  prove  injuri- 
ous to  the  interests  at  home  of  some  of  those  'who 
came  here  expecting  to  vote  for  an  anti-Nebraska 
candidate. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  My  colleague  has  stated 
the  reasons  why  he  thought  it  unadvisable  to  have 
a  caucus.  I  say  now,  that,  during  this  whole  con- 
troversy, I  have  not  lieard  a  word  uttered  by  him 
but  what  was  for  the  good  of  the  cause,  and  pro- 
motive of  our  cause  among  his  friends.  Never- 
theless, the  fact  stands  out,  that  all  the  candi- 
dates who  were  spoken  of  for  the  speakership 
of  this  House  upon  the  anti-Nebraska  side  were, 
for  reasons  satisfactory  to  themselves,  opposed 
to  a  caucus.  1  say,  however,  that,  in  a  prelimi- 
nary caucus,  my  friend  before  me,  one  of  the 
leaders  of  the  Democratic  party,  was  decidedly 
in  favor  of  a  caucus. 

I  allude  to  tliis  merely  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
posing of  one  of  the  reasons  nuentioned  by  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Dunn,]  that  tho 
anti-Nebraska  men  were  not  responcible,  by 
showing  that  they  all  opposed  a  caucus.  The 
gentleman  from  rvIas^achuselts,on  the  first  ballot, 
voted  for  the  gentienian  from  New  York,  and  1 
supposed  they  both  stood  upon  the  same  plat- 
form. I  supposed  that  they  were  both  anti-Ne- 
braska Democrats.  But  my  friend  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  WiiCELER,]  it  seems,  stands  solitary 
and  alone  on  a  national  Democratic  platform  of 
his  own  making;  but  when  we  c^ime  nere,  at  the 
beginning  of  tho  session,  1  certainly  recognized 
my  friend  from  N«  w  York  as  an  anti- Nebraska 
candidate,  occupying  precisely  the  same  position 
as  the  gentleman  from  Ainssacliusctts  []\Ir. Banks] 
does.  I  would  have  voted  for  him  [Mr.  Wheeler] 
with  the  same  readiness  with  which  1  voted  for 
the  gentleman  froia  Massachusetts;  thereforo 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  would  not  be 
held  responsible  for  voting  for  a  man  who  appa- 
rently, at  least,  agreed  wi til  him  on  all  sentiments 
in  reference  to  anti-Nebraskaism. 

Now  I  appeal  to  the  House  whether  there  were 
not  reasons  enough,  before  the  deviation  from 
the  course  which  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
had  pursued,  before  there  had  been  six  weeks  ex- 
pended in  attempting  to  organize;  before  there  was 
such  a  necessity  for  providing  for  the  appropria- 
tion bills,  and  of  attending  to  the  ordinary  bvisi- 
ness  ofthe  House,  to  justify  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  in  the  course  he  had  taken?  I  do 
not  call  the  gentleman  from  New  York  to  account ; 
I  do  not  propose  to  read  him  out  of  the  party. 
I  have  only  a  ri:;ht  to  justify  and  give  a  reason 
for  the  act  of  the  gentleman  from  IvSissachusetts, 
and  I  have  a  riglit  to  sneak  of  that  act  fairly  and 
frankly.  I  do  not  read  him  out  ofthe  pai'ty,  but 
I  say  this,  that  with  all  the  reasons  that  have  been 

fiven,  and  with  all  the  facts  that  are  before  the 
louse,  the  people  of  this  country.  North,  South, 
East  and  West,  will  hold  the?.;  anti -Nebraska 
men  who  have  refused  to  vote  with  us,  when  one 
hundred  and  seven  members  had  concentrated 
upon  one  man,  and  wheji  three  of  tliem  would 
have  elected  Mr.  Banks  Speaker  of  this  House — 
I  say  public  opinion  throughout  the  country  will 
hold  tnese  gentlemen  resnousible  for  the  delay  in 
tlie  organization  of  this  llouse. 

Mr.  DUNN.  Will  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
permit  me  to  interrupt  him? 
Mr.  SHERMAN.  Certainly. 
Mr.  DUNN.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  is 
simply  showing  that  some  gentlemen  here  have 
not  oeen  occup"ying  precisely  the  same  ground  on 
the  record  as  they  have  occupied  before  the  coun- 
try, and  that  that  way  one  part  of  my  reasons  for 
abandoning  the  gentleman  from  INIas'sachusetts.  I 
would  let  geutlcuicn  know  that,  whatever  my  rea- 
sons were,  they  are  not  a  niattcr  which  concerns 
this  House,  or  which  tlie  House  has  a  right  to 
inquire  into.  I  am  answerable  for  them  else- 
•where,  and  I  will  submit  to  no  lectures  here  on 
the  subject.  Such  was  the  whole  tenor  of  my 
remarks  on  that  point. 
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Mr.  SHERMAN.  It  cannot  be  out  of  the 
recollection  of  the  House  that  when,  a  few  min- 
utes since,  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  was  about 
closing  his  remarks,  and  was  intimating  that  ho 
had  reasons  fbr  abandoning  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  which  could  have  influence  on 
the  members  of  the  House,  I  rose  in  my  place 
and  desired  him  to  state  those  reasons;  and  the 

fentleman  was  permitted,  by  the  courtesy  of  the 
louse,  to  go  on  emd  state  the  reasons  alone  which 
prevented  him  from  voting  for  Mr.  Banks— 

Mr.  DUNN,  (interrupting.)  The  gentleman 
from  Ohio  will  allow  me  to  interrupt  him.  Does 
not  this  House  distinctly  recollect  tnat  to  the  gen- 
tleman there,  [Mr.  Meacuam,]  and  to  the  gentle- 
man heirc,  [Mr.  Sherman,]  I  again  and  again  de- 
clared that  1  would  make  no  charge,  nor  go  into 
my  reasons?  That  was  well  understood  and  dis- 
tinctly stated.  No  man  could  have  misunderstood 
me.     It  was  too  plainly  stated. 

Mr.  COMINS.  WUl  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
allow  me  to  state 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Not  now.  I  state  this, 
that  the  objection  of  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont [Mr.  MeachamI  would  have  compelled 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Dunn]  to  take 
his  seat;  and"  that  that  objection  was  withdrawn 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  time  and  opportunity  to  state  the  reasons 
why  he  did  not  vote  for  Mr.  Banes;  and  when 
objection  was  withdrawn  by  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont  for  that  purpose,  that  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  mi^ht  proceed  to  state  the  reasons 
why  he  holds  this  House  disorganized,  he  goes 
on,  but  does  not  state  the  reasons. 

I  now  proceed  to  but  one  point  more,  and  then 
I  have  done.    It  is  this 

Mr.  PENNINGTON,  (interrupting.)  Will 
the  ^ntleman  from  Ohio  yield  to  me  a  moment 
for  the  purpose  of  addressing  to  him  an  inquiry? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.    I  yield  with  pleasure. 

Mr.  PENNINGTON.  I  wish  to  know  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  whether  I  am  to  under- 
stand him  as  imputing  to  me  any  responsibility 
whatever  for  the  delay  in  the  organization  of  the 
House  ? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.    Most  certainly  not. 

Mr.  PENNINGTON.  I  think  I  should  have 
a  nice  little  entertainment  if  I  were  to  attempt  to 
put  a  ring  in  the  nose  of  my  friend  from  Indiana, 
[Mr.  DtJNK.l 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  No,  sir.  I  give  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  New  Jersey — for  whom  I 
have  the  deepest  respect — the  highest  credit  for 
his  course  here.  He  has  uniformly  voted  for 
Mr.  Banks,  while  these  gentlemen  have  been 
voting  for  him,  [Mr.  Pennington.]  They  agree 
in  sentiment  with  him;  and  yet  he  ^ives  his  great 
name,  his  high  reputation,  and  his  voice  nere 
constantly  in  favor  of  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts. 

But  I  will  proceed  now  to  a  matter  personal  to 
myself.  It  has  been  charged  on  this  floor — and 
Democratic  papers  in  the  State  in  which  I  live 
have  repeated  the  story  over  and  over  ag^ain — 
that  the  canvass  in  my  congressional  district  in 
Ohio,  against  my  friend  Greneral  Lindsley,  my 
predecessor,  was  conducted,  and  the  chief  oppo- 
sition to  him  made,  on  the  ground  that  he  voted 
the  same  way  as  Mr.  Banks  did  on  the  Nebraska 
bill.  Now,  I  would  state  to  the  House  that  I 
considered  that  vote  wrong.  But  if  my  friend, 
(General  Lindsley,  had  come  home,  and  gone  to 
the  people  of  his  congressional  district  and  repu- 
diated that  Administration  which  had  avowed  and 
■tood  upon  that  platform,  I  would  have  gone  in 
heart  and  soul  and  supported  him.  I  did  not 
desire  a  seat  on  this  floor;  my  interests  were 
not  advanced  by  it.  But  insteaa  of  that,  he  went 
there  and  acquiesced  in  that  wron^.  He  acqui- 
esced in  it,  and  said  that  he  would  stand  by  the 
Administration  which  committed  that  wrong. 
He  would  not  pledge  his  people  that  he  would 
TOte  in  favor  of  the  restoration  of  the  Missouri 
prohibition.  He  occupied  the  same  position  as 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Fuller] 
in  acquiescing  in  what  he  declared  to  be  wrong. 
On  this  point  alone  I  went  before  the  people  of 
my  district,  giving  him  great  credit  for  the  fair- 
ness which  he  had  shown,  and  the  manner  in 
which  he  had  disch&rged  his  duty  in  Congress; 
speaking  of  him  everywhere  with  kindness,  and 
not  alluding  to  his  vote,  except  as  to  its  indis- 
Qretioii,  but  baaing  my  op^^omtion  to  liim  on  the 


fact  that  he  was  wilHng  to  acquiesce  in  the  meas- 
ure and  let  it  be  done.  I  told  them  that  I  would 
not  submit  to  that  which  is  dt»clurcd  wrong;  and 
I  say,  before  God  and  my  country,  that  I  never 
will.  I  am  no  Abolitionist  in  the  sense  in  which 
the  term  j^iised;  I  have  always  been  a  conserv- 
ative Whig.  I  was  willing  to  stand  by  all  tlie 
compromises — of  1850  and  all;  but  I  say,  that 
when  our  Whig  brethren  of  the  South  allow  this 
Administration  to  lead  them  oflf  from  their  duty 
— when  they  abandon  the  position  which  Henry 
Clay  woula  have  taken,  forget  his  name  and 
proud  achievements,  and  decline  any  longer  to 
carry  his  banner — they  lose  all  their  claims  on 
me.  And  I  say  now,  that  until  this  wrong  is 
righted,  until  Kansas  is  admitted  as  a  free  State, 
I  cannot  go  in  party  association  with  it.  When- 
ever that  nuestion  is  put  out  of  the  way,  I  will 
no  longer  nave  any  desire  to  interrupt  or  disturb 
the  harmony  which  ought  to  exist  in  the  country 
— North  and  South.  1  do  not  propose  to  con- 
tinue agitation;  I  only  appear  ncre  to  demand 
justice — to  demand  compliance  with  the  condi- 
tions which  we  are  entitled  to.  I  ask  no  more, 
and  I  will  submit  to  no  less. 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  K.  MARSHALL,  [at 
Imlf  past  three,  p.m.]  I,move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  CUMBACK.  I  withdraw  the  resolution. 
[Loud  cries  of  **  Call  the  roll!"] 

VOTE  FOR  SPEAKER. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  vote  the  one 

hundred  and  fifteenth  time  for  Speaker,  with  the 

following  result:    Whole  number  of  votes  cast, 

195;  necessary  to  a  choice,  98;  of  which — 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks  received 88 

Witliftm  A.  RichardiKin 65 

Henry  M.  Fuller 29 

Alexander  C.  M.  Pennington 8 

James  L.  Orr 3 

John  Williams 1 

Gilchrist  Porter 1 

Benjamin  B.  Thurston 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  Banka—Memn.  Albright,  Allison.  Barbour,  Henry 
Bennett,  Benson,  Billiiigliurst,  Bincham,  Bliss.  Bradshaw, 
Buffinglon,  Borlingame,  James  U.  Campbell,  Lewis  D. 
Campbell,  Chaffee,  Colfax,  Coniins,  Crasin,  Cumback, 
Damrcll.  Timothy  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  Dc  Witt,  Dick,  Dick- 
son, Dodd,  Durfee,  Emrie.  Flader,  Galloway, Giddings,  Gil- 
bert, Granger,  Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan,  HolToway, 
Thomas  R.  Horton.  Valentine  B.  Horton,  Howard,  Hughs- 
ton,  Kelsey,  King,  Knapp,  Knight,  Knowlton,  Knox,  Kun- 
kel,Lciter,  Matte^on,  McCarty,  Meacbam,  Morgan,  Mor- 
rill, Norton,  Andrew  OliArcr,  Pearce,  Pclion,  Pcttit,  Pike, 
Pringle,  Purviance,  Ritchie,  Robcrtt*,  Sabm,  8ace,  Sapp, 
Sherman,  Simmons,  Spinner,  Stanton,  Stranahan,  Tap-, 
pan,  Thorincton,  Thurston,  Todd,  Trafton,  Wade,  Wal-* 
bridge,  Waldron,  Cadwallader  C.  Washbume,  Ellthu  B. 
Washbumc,  Israel  Washburn,  Watson,  Welch,  Wood, 
Woodruff,  and  Woodwortli. 

For  Mr.  Riehardaon — Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barksdale, 
Bell,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce,  Branch,  Burnett,  Cadwalador, 
Carutbers,  Clingman,  Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W. 
Cobb,  Davidson,  Denver,  DowdcU,  Edmundi<on,  Elliott, 
English,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller.  Goodc, 
Greenwood,  Augustus  Hall,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomas 
L.  Harris,  Herbert,  Hickman,  Houston,  Jewen,  George  W. 
Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Kelly,  Kidwell,  Letcher,  Lumpkin, 
Samuel  S.  Marshall,  Maxwell,  McMullin, McQueen,  Smith 
Miller,  Millson,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Peck,  Phelps,  Powell, 
Quitman,  Ruffm,  Rust,  Sandidge,  Savage,  Samuel  A.  Smith, 
Stephens,  Stewart, Talbou,  Vail,  Warner,  Watkins,  Wells, 
Winslow,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  and  JohnV.  Wright. 

For  Mr.  FuUrr— Messrs.  Broom.  John  P.  Caropbcll,  Car- 
lilc,  Bayard  Clark,  Cox,  Cuilen,  Elhcridge,  Evans,  Foster, 
J.  Morrison  Harris,  Kennett,  Lake,  Lindlcy,  Alexander  K. 
Marsball,  Miliward,  Puinc,  Porter,  Reade,  Ready.  Rivers, 
William  R.  Smith,  Sneed,  Swope,  Trippc,  UnaerwocNl, 
Valk,  Walker,  Whitney,  and  ZoUicoffer. 

For  Mr.  Pennington — Messrs.  Clawson,  Durm,  Edwards, 
Harrison,  flaven,  Moore,  Rohbins,  and  Scott. 

For  Mr.  Orr— Messrs.  Richardson  and  Willitouk 

For  Mr.  JViUiamg^Mr.  Wheeler. 

For  Mr.  Porter— Mr.  Henry  M.  Fuller. 

Fbr  Mr.  Thurston — Mr.  Brenton. 

Mr.  BOYCE  (when  his  name  was  called)  said: 
I  desire,  Mr.  Clerk,  briefly  to  explain  the  reasons 
of  the  vote  which  I  am  now  about  to  give.  It  is 
well  known  that,  until  last  Monday,  I  steadily,  on 
every  ballot,  voted  for  the  distingiushed  gentleman 
from  lUinoiB.  On  reading  his  remarks  in  the  Globe 
of  last  Monday,  I  felt  some  difficulty  in  further 
voting  for  him,  on  account  of  the  opinion  which 
he  appeared  to  express  in  reference  to  the  consti- 
tutionality of  the  Wilmot  proviso.  I  therefore 
reluctantly  ceased  voting  for  Mr.  Richardson — 
a  gentleman  for  whom  I  have  the  highest  respect 
— whom  I  have  looked  upon  as  a  man  eminently 
distinguished  for  his  sense  of  justice  to  all  sec- 
tions m  <ih6  Confbcteracy;  a  man  whom  Carlyle 


would  call  a  "  real  man;"  a  man  of  eamcsinPM, 
sincerity,  and  truthfulness  of  charactor.  I  had 
witnessed  his  efforts  on  this  floor  to  pass  the  Ne- 
braska bill — that  great  measure  of  justice  to  the 
South.  It  was,  therefore,  wilJi  the  ffreatest rolutt- 
ance  that  I  felt  compelled  to  witlilioid  my  vote 
for  him  aAer  reading  his  remarks  in  the  Globe. 

I  was  very  glad  to-day,  however,  when  an  in- 
cidental debate  sprunff  up  between  himself  and 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Zollicof- 
FER,]  to  hear  him  express  an  opinion,  that  the 
Wilmot  proviso  was  contreiry  to  the  spirit  of  the 
Constitution;  because  that  which  is  contrary  to 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  is,  in  my  opinion, 
inconsistent  with  it,  and,  therefore,  unconatiiu- 
tional,  because  we  are  to  construe  the  Cowstiiu- 
tion  by  its  spirit  and  not  by  its  letter. 

With  this  understanding,  therefore,  of  the  opin- 
ion of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  which  was  in- 
cidentally expressed  to-day,  I  feel  at  liberty  a^n 
to  cast  my  vote  for  him.  And  I  do  so  witii  ex- 
treme pleasure,  because  1  am  unwilling  to  quit 
those  gentlemen  of  the  North  and  the  South  with 
whom  I  sympathize  so  much,  and  with  whom  I 
have  been  hitherto  acting  on  this  subject.  1  rote 
for  Mr.  Richardson. 

Mr.  CRAIGE  (when  his  name  was  called) 
stated  that  Mr.  Nichols,  of  Ohio,  being •uowcll, 
he  had  paired  off  with  him  for  the  day. 

Mr.  DAVIDSON.  I  desire  to  inquire  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  whether  his  col- 
league [Mr.  Bishop]  is  in  the  Hall? 

Mr.  PENNINGTON.     I  do  not  know. 

The  CLERK.    Mr.  Bishop  has  not  voted. 

Mr.  DAVIDSON.  I  think  I  am  authorized  to 
vote  for  to-day.  My  health  is  too  poor  to  per- 
mit me  to  attend  upon  the  regular  sessions  or  the 
House,  and  I  have  made  an  arrangemeat  with 
Mr.  Bishop,  of  New  Jersey,  to  pair  off  after 
to-day;  but,  not  seeing  that  ^ntleman  present, 
I  thought  it  possible  he  might  have  understood 
the  arrangement  to  commence  with  this  vote. 

Mr.  PEl^INGTON.  I  did  not  understand 
the  arrangement  upon  the  part  of  my  colleague 
to  pair  off  with  the  gentleman  from  LouisiaDa, 
to  commence  until  after  to-day. 

Mr.  DAVIDSON.  I  vote  for  Mr.  RicHAnDsoy. 

Mr.  MACE  (when  his  name  was  called)  staifd 
that  the  arrangement  he  had  wjih  Mr.  Alexan- 
der K.  Marshall,  for  pairing  oflT,  having  term- 
inated ,  he  had  made  a  second  arrangement  to  pair 
oflf  with  Mr.  Keitt,  of  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  McClUEEN  (when  his  liame  was  called) 
said:  I  will  not  detain  the  House  but  for  a  mo- 
ment. I  wish  to  say  that,  for  upwards  of  a 
hundred  times,  I  have  cast  my  vote  for  the  dis- 
tinguished gentleman  from  Ilhnois,  [Mr.  Ricu- 
ARDsojf.l  I  find,  however,  reported  in  the  Globe 
of  Monday,  an  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
House  of  Saturday,  in  which  is  a  statement  by 
that  gentleman  I  could  not  indorse. 

I  have,  since  I  have  known  anything  of  pubb'c 
matters  in  this  Confederacy,  warred  against  the 
principle  of  the  Wilmot  proviso,  as  being  dangc^ 
ous  to  the  rights,  if  not  the  very  existence,  ofihe 
institutions  of  the  southern  States.  I  thought  I 
saw,  in  the  statement  of  the  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois, an  indorsement  of  the  constitutionality  of 
the  VVilmot  proviso — an  indorsement  that  placed 
him  in  a  position  where  I  could  not  consistently 
vote  for  him  as  the  presiding  officer  of  this  House, 
and  I  accordingly  cast  my  vote  for  another  gen- 
tleman. 

In  the  remarks  which  fell  from  that  gentleman 
to-day,  growing  out  of  statements  made  by  the 

fntleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  ZoLLicorFERtj 
understand  him  to  disavow  any  intenuonal 
indorsement  of  the  Wilmot  proviso  as  consutu- 


tional  in  spirit. 


this 


( I 


Now,  when  I  couple  his  disavowal  on  tnis 
occasion  with  his  course  in  this  House  since  he 
has  occupied  a  seat  upon  this  floor,  as  a  nobl« 
and  manly  defender  of  the  constitutional  Tign\s 
of  the  South,  and  of  the  States  of  this  r»«on-- 
whcn  I  have  seen  him  standing  up  amidst  the 
strife  that  attended  the  nassa^  of  the  Nebraska 
and  Kansas  bill,  not  only  as  its  advocate,  but  its 
champion — when  I  know  that  upon  ^".\^lf 
hand  and  his  left  the  men  who  acted  with  hiu^ 
have  been  cut  down  by  the  demon  of  Abolition's^' 
I  should  feel  that  I  was  doing  injustice  to  ine 
representative  of  the  great  and  glorious  principle 
embodied  in  that  bill,  which  wiped  nom  t"^ 
Btatute-book  aC  the  cduntry  thot  ftml  «twn  »«» 
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'vrong  to  the  rights  of  the  South,  if  I  were  longer 
X,o  withhold  my  vote  from  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois.     I  vole  for  Mr.  Richardson. 

I  desire  also  to  stale,  on  the  request  of  my  col- 
league, [Mr.  Keitt,]  who  has  paired  off  for  the 
<3ay,and  is  not  present,  that  if  my  colleague  [Mr. 
^hotcc]  and  myself  pursued  the  course  which  we 
liave  done,  he  also  would  act  with  us,  had  he 
l^een  present  and  at  liberty  to  vote. 

Mr.  PECK.  My  attention  has  been  called  to 
"the  record  of  the  dehate  of  yesterday,  on  laying 
on  the  table  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
^£une  [Mr.  Washborn]  for  the  adoption  of 
the  plurality  rule,  ]^ly  vote  is  recorded  against 
laying  on  the  table.  1  find,  however,  in  the  de- 
bate prelimiiifiry  to  that  motion,  that  the  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table  was  to  be  considered  a  test 
question,  under  which  circumstances  I  find  that 
my  vote  against  the  motion  would  be  considered 
as  indicative  of  my  intention  to  vote  for  the  reso- 
lution. I  desire  simply  to  say,  that,  had  1  been 
present  when  tlie  preUminary  debate  occurred,  I 
should  have  voted  to  lay  on  the  table.  My  vote 
w^&B  given  simply  with  the  desire  to  meet  the 
main  question  oirectly.  If  I  could  have  had  the 
opportunity  of  voting  thus  directly,  I  should  have 
voted  a^inst  the  resolution  on  its  passage.  I 
TOte  forMr.  Richardson. 

Mr.  FLORENCE  (when  his  name  was  called) 
stated  that  his  colleague,  Mr.  Tyson,  had  paired 
off  with  his  other  colleague,  Mr.  Barclay. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio,  (when  his  name 
-was  called,)  said:  I  desire  to  state  that,  after  the 
occurrences  of  to-day,  in  my  judgment,  the  anti- 
Nebraska  members  of  the  House  aliould  hold  a 
consultation  as  to  their  future  course  of  action.  I, 
however,  do  not  feel  authorized  to  call  any  such 
meetingjof  my  own  motion,  and  for  the  present 
I  shall  therefore  vote  for  Mr.  Banks. 

The  result  of  the  vote  was  then  announced  as 
above  stated. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn.  0 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  thereupon  (at 
four  o'clock)  the  House  adjourned  until  to-mor- 
row, at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 

IN  SENATE. 

Thursday,  January  17,  1856. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Henry  C.  Dean. 

The  Journal  of  Monday  last  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

ADJOURNMENT  TO  MONDAY. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  STUART,  it  was 

Ordered^  That  wh'^iJ  the  Senate  adjourns  to-day,  it  ad- 
journ to  men  on  M«)nday  next. 

COMMITTEE  ON  PRINTING. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  It  is  well  known  by  the  Sen- 
ate that  we  have  now  no  Committee  on  Printing, 
and  there  are  obvious  reasons  why  there  should 
be  such  a  committee.  A  doubt  has  arisen  as  to 
the  power  of  the  Presiding  Officer  to  appoint  that 
committee,  although  I  confess  I  have  none  my- 
self. The  law  authorizes  him  to  appoint  the 
committee;  but  the  doubt  has  arisen  in  conse- 
quence of  a  rule  of  this  body  providing  for  the 
election  of  all  committees  by  the  Senate,  mcluding 
the  Committee  on  Printing.  I  believe  all  gentle- 
men here  a|D  aware  that  the  necessity  for  the  ap- 
pointment m  the  committee  is  very  great.  To 
remove  all  doubt  on  that  matter,  I  suomit  a  mo- 
tion, that  the  President  of  the  Senate  be  authorized 
to  appoint  the  Committee  on  Printing  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate. 

The  motion  was  agreed  tov 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  presented  additional  papers  in 
the  case  of  Levi  Robinson,  owner  of  the  scnooner 
Mary  Jane,  praying  for  fishing  bounty;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  five  petitions  of  sundry  citizens  of  Maine, 
praying  for  a  modification  of  the  bounty  land 
laws;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on_ 
Public  Lands.  * 

Mr.  FOOT  presented  the  petition  of  Rebecca 
FrcemaJi,  widow  of  Pearson  Freeman,  a  waiter 
in  the  army  of  the  Revolution,  praying  for  bounty 
land;  which  was  referred  to  the  Conunittee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  SEWARD  presented  the  memorial  of 
Scunuel  Lockwood,  late  a  commander  in  the 
United  States  Navy,  who  was  placed  on  th« 


reserved  list  in  consequence  of  c  decision  of  the 
late  naval  retiring  board,  praying  to  be  restored 
to  his  former  position  in  the  Navy;  v/Iiich  was 
referred  to  t!ie  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN  presented  the  petition  of 
Sarah  Larrabce,  widow  of  a  revolutionary  sol- 
dier, praying  to  be  allowed  bounty  land ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  two  petitions  of  citizens  of  Maine,  pray- 
ing for  an  amendment  to  tlie  bounty  land  law  of 
^larch  3,  1855;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  presented  the  memorial  of 
citizens  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  praying  that 
the  jurors  in  the  courts  of  tliat  District  may  be 
allowed  the  same  fees  as  are  allowed  to  jurors  of 
other  United  States  courts  by  the  act  of  SCih  Feb- 
ruary, 1853;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  CRITTEIS^DEN  presented  the  memorial 
of  Colonel  Leslie  Combs,  praying  for  a  grant 
of  bounty  land  to  his  regiment  of  Kentucky  vol- 
unteers; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Mil itary  Affairs . 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Kentucky,  presented 
the  petition  of  Zachariah  Corbin,a  soloicrin  the 
last  war  witli  Great  Britain,  praying  for  a  pen- 
sion; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Mr.  ALLEN  presented  a  paper  in  relation  to 
the  case  of  Daniel  Carr,  praying  that  a  pension 
may  be  granted  to  him,  for  services  renaered  in 
tlie  war  of  1812;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Deborah  Chafee,  grand- 
daughter and  heir  of  Thomas  Diman,  praying  for 
compensation  for  the  services  of  her  ancestor  in 
the  revolutionary  weu*;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

Also,  a  letter  and  other  papers  of  Robert  Han- 
dy, a  lieutenant  in  the  Navy,  who  has  been  placed 
on  the  reserved  list,  asking  to  be  restored  to  his 
former  position  in  the  Navy;  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Also,  a  letter  of  Peter  Turner,  a  lieutenant  in 
the  Navy,  who  has  been  placed  on  the  reserved 
lipt,  asking  to  be  restored  to  his  former  position 
in  the  Navy;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  E.  Carrington  Bowers, 
a  lieutenant  in  the  Navy,  who  has  b^en  placed  on 
the  reserved  list,  complaining  of  injustice  done  to 
him,  and  praying  for  such  relief  as  Congress  may 
deem  him  entitled  to;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Also,  papers  relating  to  the  application  of  Frank 
Ellery,  a  lieutenant  in  the  Navy,  who  has  been 
placed  on  the  reserved  list,  to  be  restored  to  his 
former  position  in  the  Navy;  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  SLIDELL  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Carroll  parish,  Louisiana,  praying  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  mail  route  from  Lake  Providence 
to  Floyd,  and  thence  to  Bastrop,  in  that  State; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Po«t  Roads. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  merchants,  planters,  and 
other  citizens  of  the  collection  district  of  T6ch^, 
Louisiana,  praying  that  the  custom-house  of  said 
district  may  not  be  removed  from  its  present  loca- 
tion; whioli  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  presente'd  a  memorial  of  R. 
St.  Clair  Graham,  grandson  and  one  of  the  heirs 
of  General  Arthur  St.  Clair,  praying  to  be  allowed 
the  half  pay  due  for  the  services  of  his  ancestor 
in  the  revolutionary  war,  after  deducting  the 
commutationpay  already  received;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Cfommittee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  A.  K.  Long,  a  commander 
in  the  Navy,  who  has  been  placed  on  the  reserved 
list,  praying  to  be  restored  to  his  former  position 
in  the  Navy;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  M  ALLORY  presented  the  petition  of  Mrs. 
Agatlia  O'Brien,  praying  that  the  accounting  ofii- 
cers  of  tlie  Treasury  be  directed  to  settle  the 
accounts  of  her  late  husband,  Brevet  Major  J.  P. 
J.  O'Brien,  and  to  pay  her  the  amount  due  to  him 
as  captain  of  artillery  from  31st  December,  1849, 
to  3l8t  Mai'ch,  1850;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Samuel  Forrest,  a  purser 
in  the  United  States  Navy,  praying  to  be  allowed 


a  percentage  for  monevs  disbursed  by  him  as 
special  agent  on  boarcl  the  United  States  ship 
Ohio,  on  the  coast  of  Mexico  and  California,  in 
the  year  1848;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Niival  Affairs. 

Also,  the  petition  of  William  Merrill  and  others, 
master  mecnanics  at  the  Pensacola  navy-yard, 
praying  to  be  allowed  certain  amounts  of  pay  for 
time  lost  by  them  during  the  prevalence  of  yellow 
fever  at  that  yard;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  B.  F.  Sands j  a  com- 
mander in  the  United  States  Navy,  praying  for 
compensation  for  the  use  of  his  method  of  ascer- 
taining the  character  of  the  bottom  in  deep-sea 
soundings;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  presented  the 
memorial  of  Commodore  Charles  Stewart,  of  the 
Navy,  complaining  that  injustice  has  been  done 
to  him  by  tne  action  of  the  board  of  naval  officers 
appointed  imder  the  law  of  the  last  session,  and 
appealing  to  Congress  for  redress;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  tlie  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Also,  the  petition  of  William  Chandler,  a  lieu- 
tenant in  the  Navy,  who  was  placed  on  furlough 
by  the  action  of  the  late  naval  board,  praying 
that  Congress  will  investigate  the  transactions  of 
that  board,  and  that  he  may  be  restored  to  his  for- 
mer position  in  tlie  service;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs.^ 

WITHDRAWAL  OF  PAPERS. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  MASON,  it  was 
Ordered  J  That  the  rcprcsentauves  of  James  Purvis  hav« 
leave  to  withdraw  tbetr  petition  and  papers. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ADAMS,  it  was 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  petition  and  papers  of  John  Holohan, 
praying  to  be  paid  for  a  pilaster  capital  executed  by  him  for 
the  United  Slater  Capitol  extension  by  order  of  Uie  Com- 
mt:^sioacr  of  Public  Buildinjra,  be  withdrawn  from  the  files 
of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WILSON,  it  was 

Orderedy  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  Huldah  Butler, 
daughter  of  John  Rrown,  an  officer  in  the  Revolution,  pray- 
ing tor  commutation,  be  withdrawn  from  the  Hies  of  the 
Senate,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  TRUMBULL,  it  was 

Orderedy  That  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Illinois,  prajring 
that  the  pension  of  Valentine  G.  Wehrheim  may  be  in- 
creased, be  witlidrawn  from  the  Dies  of  tho  Senate,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HAMLIN,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  William  G. 
Rid;^ly,  prayiugfor  indemnity  for  property  destroyed  by  the 
Britij^h  during  the  tvar  of  1813,  be  withdrawn  trom  the  files 
of  tl^ Senate,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  the  Leiit^laturc  of  Iowa, 
praying  for  the  adoption  of  the  plan  of  Ilcnry  O'Reilly  to 
establish  a  line  of  settlements,  and  a  telegraphic  conununi- 
cation  in  the  United  States  Territories,  between  the  Mi»- 
stssippi  river  and  the  Pacific  ocean,  be  witlidrawn  from  the 
files  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ter- 
ritories. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  Henry  O'Reilly,  proposing 
a  system  of  settlements  for  llie  protection  of  overland  emi- 
grants to  California  and  Oregon,  and  praying  for  a  grant  of 
land  to  enable  him  to  construct  a  line  of  tcl^aph  from  the 
Mississippi  river  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  be  withdrawn  from 
the  files  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to  the  Conmiittee  on 
Territories. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FESSENDEN,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  Uic  petition  and  papers  of  Josiah  S.  Littio, 

Srayin*;  for  remuneration  for  land  of  which  he  was  deprived 
y  the  Ashburton  treaty,  be  withdrawn  from  the  fllea  of  the 
Senate,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

NOTICE  OP  A  BILL. 
Mr.  FOOT  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rebecca 
Freeman. 

CLAYTON-BULWER  TREATY. 
Mr.  CLAYTON  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  considered  by  imanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested,  if  it  be  com- 
patible with  the  public  intcreiit,  to  communicate  to  the 
»<mate  copies  of  any  correspondence  which  took  place 
between  Daniel  Webster,  Secretary  of  State,  and  the  British 
Minister,  and  the  Minister  from  C<)!*tn  Rica,  in  respect  to  a 
projit  winch  was  submitted  to  Nieara^a,  Costa  Rica,  and 
the  Mosquito  Indians,  and  a  copy  of  such  projit,  with  the 
instructions  given  to  Mr.  Walsh,  tlie  specj:il  agent  deputed 
by  the  United  States  to  present  Uiut  projSt  to  tlie  States  of 
Nicaragua  and  Costa  Rica;  as  also  of  guch  oilier  ci»rrc- 
spondence  as  may  have  pa09<;d  between  him  and  the  said 
secretary  of  State  on  the  subject ;  as  also  copies  of  tlie 
correspondence  with  Mr.  Kerr,  charge  d'affaires  of  the 
United  States  in  Nicaragua,  in  reference  tbereto ;  together 
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with  any  correspondence  wltb  the  Government  of  Nlca- 
r»giia,  or  its  Minister,  in  respect  to  the  same  proj6t;  and 
also  copies  of  any  Jotters  not  heretofore  communicated 
which  may  have  b<»en  addressed  to  this  Govemm«»nl  by  tl»e 
Minister  of  Nicaragua,  or  the  Minister  of  Great  Bdtain,  in 
reference  to  the  conjrtruction  and  purport  of  the  convention 
bibtwecn  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  signed  April 
19, 1 65a,  and  proclaimed  July  5,  1830,  and  of  the  repUea 
made  to  them,  if  any. 

FRENCH  SPOUATIONS. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution;  which  was  considered  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  agreed  to: 

Reaohedf  That  the  Secretary  of  fltate  be  directed  to  lay 
before  the  Senate  a  copy  of  tlie  Report  of  Adjudications 
mnile  by  the  Board  of  American  t'ommis-sioners  at  Paris,  to 
liquidate  and  audit  the  claims*  of  American  citizens  aaainst 
the  French  Government,  being  Ibr  "  d^bts"  duo  to  them, 
and  for  the  saiisfat'tion  of  which  provu-ion  was  made  by 
tlie  convention  between  the  United  States  and  France  of 
April  30,  1503. 

Also,  to  lay  before  the  Senate  any  information  to  be 
obtained  in  ilio  Departraeut  of  State,  showing  bow  far  the 
Government  of  the  United  Stales  has  made  effectual  itd 

firoffcred  aid  to  the  American  sufferers  from  French  cap- 
ures  and  otlier  injurie;?,  as  eel  forth  in  the  public  notice  by 
the  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  JcflVrson,  by  order  of  PrcMdent 
Washington,  dated  August  27, 1793 ;  whetlier  the  said  suf- 
ferers accepted  said  overture  of  aid,  and  compiled  with  its 
iflvitntion  to  subnut  to  tlie  Government  the  evidence  of 
tneir  lotoses ;  and  whether  said  overture  wtis  ever  with- 
^wn  or  moditled ;  and  what  has  become  of  the  evidence 
and  proofs  of  loss  so  called  for  and  received  by  the  Govem- 
mem. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

SeTeral  messages,  in  writing,  of  an  executive 
character,  were  received  fVom  the  President  of 
tlic  United  States,  by  Mr.  Sidney  Webstee,  his 
Secretary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  STUART,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  executive  business; 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  doors  were 
reopened,  and  the  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday 
next. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  January  17,  1855. 

The  House  was  called  to  order  by  the  Clerk  at 
twelve  o'clock,  m. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
SLAVERY  QUESTION. 

Mr.  CARLILE  addressed  the  House  upon  the 
slavery  question,  in  all  its  bearings.  In  the  course 
of  which  he  was  interrupted  by  Mr.  Stephens, 
and  others.  This  portion  of  the  debate  has,  at 
the  request  of  those  who  participated  in  it,  been 
withheld  for  revision.  It  will  be  published  here- 
after in  the  Appendix. 

TEN-MINUTES  RULE,  ETC. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  move  that  the  ten-minute  rule 
be  rescinded.  I  make  that  motion  in  good  faith, 
and  hope  it  will  be  adopted.  If  general  debate 
is  to  be  opened  up  here,  I  think  that  it  is  due  to 
all  of  us  that  every  member  have  time  to  rqily . 
The  gentleman  [Mr.  Cahlile]  has  occupied 
nearly  three  quarters  of  an  hour  this  mornmg, 
and  It  will  take  as  long  as  that  to  reply  to  him. 
1  therefore  move  that  the  resolution  limiting  de- 
bate be  rescinded. 

Mr.  WASHBURN",  of  Maine.  I  move  to  lay 
that  motion  on  the  table,  with  the  understanding 
that  henceforth  I  shall  object  to  any  member  pro- 
ceeding after  the  expiration  of  his  ten  minutes. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia.  Mr.  Clerk,  that  no- 
tice has  been  given  a  dozen  diflferent  times  by  as 
many  diflferent  men,  and  never  carried  out  by 
anybody.  1  trust  that  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  will  prevail,  that  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Carlile]  will  have 
tin  opportunity  of  concluding  his  speech ,  and  then 
that  some  one  on  our  side  of  the  Ilouse  will  have 
an  opportunity  of  replying. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  must  suggest  that 
there  is  a  motion  pending  to  lay  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carohna  on  the  table, 
and  that  no  debate  is  in  order. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  would  suggest  to  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  that,  by  general 
consent,  some  one  be  allowed  a  sufficient  length 
of  time  to  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Carlile;]  and  then  that  it  be  the  universal 
understanding  that  there  are  to  be  no  further  ex- 
tensions of  the  ten-minute  rule  hereafter. 

The  CLERK.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  persist  in  his  motion? 

Mr.  ORR.  Do  I  understand  that  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr.  Wash- 
hVMt\  is  absented  to  by  the  House  ?    [Criea  of 


"Object!"]  Then  I  shall  insist  upon  my  mo- 
tion to  rescind  the  ten-minute  rule.  Now,  Mr. 
Clerk 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  must  suggest  that 
no  debate  is  in  order. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  will  so  modify  my  motion  as  to 
adopt  the  hour  rule,  instead  of  the  ten -minute 
rule. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  would  suggest  that  the 
hour  rule  be  adopted  for  to-day,  and  that  after 
to-day  the  ten-minute  rule  be  insisted  on. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  would  sug^st  a  half- 
hour  rule;  half  an  hour  is  long  enough  for  a 
speech. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  prefer  to  allow  my  motion  to 
stand  as  it  is. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  wish  to  make 
a  suggestion  to  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
Hna,  which,  I  think,  may  relieve  us  from  the 
.difficulties  in  which  we  seem  to  be  involved,  so 
far  as  the  limit  of  debate  is  concerned.  I  su»- 
cest  that  the  gentleman  make  a  motion  of  this 
kind:  that  we  shall  hold  evening  sessions,  com- 
mencing at  seven  o'clock,  for  the  purpose  of 
general  debate,  with  the  restriction,  or  with  the 
understanding,  that  no  vote  shall  be  taken  upon 
any  question  exc<;pt  a  motion  to  adjourn. 

I  do  not  know  but  that  I  should  myself  like  to 
occupy  an  hour  upon  the  subject  of  platforms  some 
evenmg;  but  I  will  not  do  it  in  the  dav-time,  or 
at  any  time  that  could  be  profitably  devoted  to 
the  business  of  the  House.  I  would  8i!s:gest, 
therefore,  that  a  rulp  be  adopted  under  which  we 
shall  call  the  roll  for  two  or  three  or  four  votes, 
as  the  case  may  be,  and  then,  at  the  ordinary  hour 
for  dinner,  we  take  a  recess  until  seven  o  clock, 
with  the  understanding  that  no  vote  shall  be  taken. 
This  will  afford  just  the  opportunity  that  is 
wanted  to  discuss  platforms  and  for  the  purposes 
of  general  debat.r». 

Mr.  CARLILE.  I  regret  very  much  that  I 
should  have  involved  the  House  in  any  difficulty 
in  consequence  of  the  remarks  I  have  made  this 
morning. 

Mr.  ORR.  Not  at  all.  If,  by  general  consent, 
some  one  on  our  side  of  the  House  could  be  per- 
mitted an  equal  time  to  reply,  I  should  be  satis- 
fied. 

Mr.  CARLILE.    I  certainly  shall  not  object. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  hope,  by  general  con- 
sent, the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  will  be 
allowed  to  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 

Several  Members  objected. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  hope  this  restriction  will 
be  taken  off  altogether.  Gentlemen  come  here 
and  make  speeches,  when  it  happens  to  strike  the 
fancy  of  the  House  to  allow  them  to  proceed, 
without  res^iction;  and  then,  unless  it  nappens 
to  strike  the  fancy  of  the  House,  other  gentlemen 
are  allowed  but  ten  minutes  to  reply.  Now,  I 
want  to  stand  upon  a  perfect  equality  with  every- 
body else  upon  this  floor.  If  a  speech  is  made 
to  which  I  desire  to  reply,  I  want  the  same  privi- 
lege of  replying  that  was  given  when  the  speech 
was  made.  Besides,  I  take  it  for  granted  that 
our  friends  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  are  not 
yet  quite  prepared  to  make  a  Sneaker,  [Laughter, 
and  cries  of  "  Yes,  we  are !"  **  Give  us  a  chance  !**1 
and  I  see  no  reason  why  we  should  be  rostricted 
in  our  debate  to  the  night.  I  see  no  reason  why 
this  debate  shotild  not  go  on  in  the  day-time. 

Mr.  WASHBUKN  rose. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  must  remind  the 
gentleman  that,  in  the  present  state  of  the  question, 
no  debate  is  in  order.  In  what  form  does  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  put  his  motion? 

Mr.  ORR.  I  modify  it  so  as  to  substitute  the 
hour  rule  for  the  ten-minute  rule. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  submitted  the  motion 
that  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  should  lie  on  the  table.  I  suppose  that 
motion  would  apply  to  the  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  in  its  amended  or  modified  form.  But, 
sir,  I  propose  now  to  withdraw  that  motion,  and 
to  submit,  instead,  an  amendment  to  his  proposi- 
tion: that,  after  to-day,  neither  debate  nor  personal 
explanation  shall  be  in  order  until  a  Speaker  is 
elected.  That  will  give  gentlemen  an  opportunity 
for  a  full  debate  for  to-day,  and  to-morrow  we 
can  commence  voting. 

Mr.  McMULLIN .  I  desire  to  say  a  word  upon 
the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  to 
amend  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina. 


Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  ask  the  gwrtkj. 
man  from  Virginia  to  allow  me  to  submit  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina;  and  the  gentleman  can  then  ^)etk 
upon  both  propositions. 

Mr.  McMULLIN,     What  is  it? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  It  is  that  we  hold  cvcmng 
sessions  for  the  purpose  of  unlimited  debate. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  regret,  Mr.  Clerk,  thai 
6f  all  the  men  in  this  House,  my  worthy  and  dis- 
tinguished colleague  fVom  Virginia  [Mr.  Carulc] 
should  have  felt  called  upon  this  morning  to  come 
here  and  deliver  the  speech  which .  he  hai  jogt 
delivered. 

Mr.  CARLILE.  I  am  sorry  my  colleagae 
could  not  have  heard  the  whole  of  it,  and  tiwji, 
perhaps,  he  would  not  have  objected  to  it. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  would'like  to  have  h«u^ 
the  whole  of  it.  But,  sir,  I  had  hoped  that  these 
family  jars  would  have  been  confined  to  other 
States,  and  that  Old  Vir^nia  would  have  8too4 
here  as  one  man  in  vindication  of  the  rights  of 
the  Constitution,  and  of  the  rights  of  the  whofa 
country.  I  agree  with  my  colleague  in  his  intro- 
ductory remarks, — I  agree  with  him,  that  die 
gentlemen  upon  the  other  side  of  the  House,  of 
me  Republican  party,  do  present  to  the  people  of 
this  country  a  sectional  candidate.  I  iadorsfi 
that  portion  of  his  remarks  fully.  My  collea^e 
seems  to  have  had  in  his  mind's  eye  an  altAclc 
upon  Mr.  Banks,  and  to  that  portion  of  hia 
speech  I  have  no  sort  of  objection.  I  believe  he 
had  good  and  sufficient  cause  frtr  making  the  at- 
tack. But  I  desire  here  to  enter  my  protest  against 
that  portion  of  my  colleague  *s  speech  in  which 
he  feit  called  upon  to  attack  the  Democracy  of  the 
country;  and  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  replying  to 
this  portion  of  his  speech  that  I  have  arisen  upon 
this  occasion,  and  for  the  purpose  of  asking  a  ques- 
tion, which  I  should  have  asKed  durinff  the  prog- 
ress of  the  speech,  it*  my  colleague  had  giten  me 
the  floor  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Cle^,  I  unaerstood  my  colleague  distinctly 
and  emphatically  to  state,  that  if  he  had  becB  a 
member  of  this  House  during  the  last  Congrws, 
he  would  have  voted  against  the  Kansas  ana  Ne- 
braska bill,  for  two  or  three  reasons. 

Mr.  CARLILE.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  And  yet,  with  that  decla- 
ration upon  his  lips,  he  proceeds  to  arraign  the 
Democratic  party  of  the  country. 

MiH  CARLILE.  WiU  my  colleague  allow  me 
to  say  a  word  ? 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  No,  sir;  excuse  me.  My 
colleague  roftised  to  allow  me  to  ask  him  a  ques- 
tion during  the  promss  of  his  remarks,  and  ho 
will  pardon  me  if  I  do  not  now  give  way.  In  the 
attack  my  ^Ueague  made  upon  the  iJetnocratic 
party  of  the  country,  he  tootc  occjision  to  make 
allusion  to  the  Kansas  and  Nebraska  bill,  which 
has  been  so  frequently  discussed  here  and  through- 
out the  country.  Now,  I  take  occasion  to  say, 
that  that  bill  consists  of  two  simple  propositions, 
and  two  only.  Gentlemen  may  get  up  here  m 
our  discussions  and  attempt  to  mystify  it  ad  much 
as  they  please:  there  are  out  two  great  proposi- 
tions contained  in  that  great  measure. 

Now,  sir,  the  first  proposition  contained  in  that 
bill— and  to  it  I  desire  the  especial  attention  of 
the  House  and  of  my  colleague,  for  it  will  enable 
me  to  compare  his  Democracy  with  ^n^— Wj*** 
the  American  people  all  capable  of  self-govern- 
ment? That  is  the  first  great  question  in  the  bill. 
I  answer  the  proposition,  emphatically,  that  thev 
are  capable  of  self-government.  Does  nay  col- 
league dissent?  Then,  if  that  question  » 
answered  affirmatively,  the  second  propofflCion 
arises,  will  you  intrust  tliem  with  their  own  go** 
ernment?  That  is  the  second  question,  a»a  t^ 
whole  question.  Gentlemen  need  not  attempts 
lead  offthe  pubUc  mind  by  that  sort  of  my«t«^ 
tion  which  has  been  adopted  in  the  way  of  talBang 
about  squatter  sovereignty.  i  r '  nd 

My  colleague,  I  know,  is  my  personal  trienoi 
and  he  was  my  nolitical  firiend  until  he  bow 
the  kn^e  to  certain  idsls  got  up  by  patent-ri^ 
politicians  of  the  North.    He  was  a  DonftocrtW 
and  I  would  have  indorsed  him  previ«>Jf  J;^*"; 
establishment  by  the  Republicans  of  the  ^O^r'^^ 
a  hybrid  and  entirely  new-fangled  party.    * 
party  humbugged  and  bamboozled  my  soatner 
friends  into  association  with  it.  ^^ 

And  now,  while  my  colleagtie  «*^""P  ^ 
bolster  up  his  ddinocracy  and  coiw^^ncy,  •»" 
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Mr.  CARLILE.    I  woulj  not. 

Mr.  Ollll.  1  desitx' ihn  i^iiiilemnn  to  commit 
hinisi  If  fully  upon  ihat  point,  so  that  the  country 
nmy  know  where  he  is.  1  did  not  undirstiind 
tht*  n»ply  ih<*  ^tMilleman  made  to  the  question — 
do<s  he  commit  himself  for  or  against  ihe  bill? 

Mr.  CARLILE.  I  said  I  would  go  against  the 
bill. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  shall  take  occasion,  when  the  ten- 
minute  rule  shall  have  been  rescinded,  or  after 
the  House  shall  have  been  organized,  to  reply  to 
some  of  the  views  thrown  out  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Carlile,]  and  by  others,  in 
reference  to  the  priikciples  of  the  Kan.sas-Ne- 
braska  bill.  At  present,  it  is  sufficient  that  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  should  seek  the  inforni- 
ation  he  desires  as  to  the  principles  of  that  bill 
from  his  own  associates. 

An  extended  debate  ensued  between  Messrs. 
STEPHENS,  ZOLLICOFFER,  and  WASH- 
BURN, of  Maine,  on  the  subject  of  the  restriction 
of  slavery  in  the  Territories,  during  which  Mr. 
STEPHENS  defined  his  position  in  remarks  of 
considerable  lengtji.  [See  this  debate  in  the 
Appendix.] 

Mr.  CARLILE.  I  do  not  intend  to  make  a 
speech  to  the  House  now.  I  desire  to  make 
smiply  a  remark.  I  am  unwilling  to  believe  that 
this  House  will  deny  to  me  that  which  they  have 
accorded  to  almost  every  other  gentleman  upon 
this  floor.  They  have  cut  me  off  to-day  in  the 
midst  of  some  remarks  that  I  was  desirous  of 
submitting.  1  shall  not  now  attempt  to  complete 
those  remarks,  but  1  hope  that,  afttr  a  night's 
reflection,  there  will  be  a  litUe  more  fairness  char- 
acterizing the  action  of  this  body.  [Cries  of 
««  Call  the  roll!*'] 

Mr.  ORR.  I  withdraw  the  motion  to  rescind 
the  ten-minute  rule.  [Renewed  cries  of  **  Call 
therolW**] 

VOTE  FOR  SPEAKER. 

The  House  proceeded  to  vote  the  one  hundred 
and  sixteenth  time  for  Speaker,  with  the  following 
result:  Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  203;  neces- 
sary to  a  choice,  102;  of  which — 

Nnthaniel  P.  Banks  received ^..,..« 94 

WilUniii  A.  Ku'hardrton 68 

Henry  M.  Fuller 32 

Alexander  C  M.  Pennington G 

Jauief*  L.  Orr , s.....     1 

John  VViliiiUUS , 1 

GiicliriKt  Porter 1 

So  there  was  no  cIi«oicc.  ■ 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  Dunks — .Moserss.  Albright,  Allinon,  Darboar,  Hen- 
ry Bennett,  Benson,  t]illingliurf>t,  Bingham,  Bliss,  Brad- 
shaw,  Brcnton,  But7in<^on,  Curtingninc,  JnniC;)  H.  Camp- 
boll,  Lewi^  I).  Campitoll,  Chatiee,  ClawMm,  foUax, 
Coming  Cracin,  Cuuibaok,  Danirrll,  Timothy  Davis,  Day, 
Dt'nn,  Do  Witt,  Dick,  Dickon,  Dodd,  DurJce,  Kdie,  Emric, 
Galloway,  Gulding!«,Gilb(^rt,  Granger,  Grow,  Harlan,  Ilol- 
lo\.v:»y,  Thoniait  K.  Ilorton,  Valentine  B.  Horton,  Howard, 
HugUt<ton,  Kelticy,  King,  Knapp,  Knight,  Knowlton,  Knox, 
Kuuktd,  Lciler,  Mjice,  Muttci^on,  McCany,  Mciichani,  .Mor- 
gin,  Morrill,  Molt,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Pearc**,  Pclton, 
Pennington,  Petlit,  Pike,  Pringle,  Pyrviance,  Ritchie,  Rob- 
bing, Ro(N>rt*<,  Sabin,  Sage,  Sapp,  Sherman,  Simmon?, 
Spinner,  Stanton,  Stmualian,  Tupiuui,  Thorington,  Thurs- 
ton. Todd,  Trarton,  Tyson,  Wade,  WalbridgR,  Waldron, 
-Cadwalader  C  VVahhImnie,  EllUin  B.  Wnshlmnie,  Israel 
VVashhurn,  Watson,  Welch,  VV^ood,  Woodruff,  and  Wood- 
worth. 

For  Mr.  Riehardton — Mc!«srs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay, 
Bell,  Bocoek,  Bowie,  B«>yce,  Branch,  Burnett,  Cadwaladcr, 
Carutherrt,  Cliugmaii,  Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W. 
Cobb,  I'raigi*,  Dnvid-itm,  Denver,  Dowdeli,  Edmund^on, 
Elliott.  Englisli,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Tiumias  J.  D.  Fuller, 
Goodc,  GreenwiMNJ,  Au;;u:'tUK  Hall,  SamiM^in  W.  fhirris, 
Thomas  L.  narn:^,  Herbert,  Hickman,  Houston,  Jcwett, 
George  W.  Jone?,  i.  Gkincv  Jones,  K«!lly,  Kidwell, 
Letcher,  Lnnipkin,Siunncl  S.  Marshall,  Maxwell,  Mc.Mul- 
lin,  McUucen,  Smitli  Miller,  Mill^tn,  M«>rdecni  Oliver, 
Orr,  Peck,  Pln'lp.*,  Powell,  Uuiuuan,  RulTui,  Rust,  San- 
didgc,  Savage,  Samuel  A.  Smitli,  Wdliani  Smitli,  Stephens, 
8trwan, Tulliott.  Vail,  Warner,  Wiitkini*,  Well!«.  VVilliatns, 
Win.dtiw,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  and  John  V.  Wright. 

/br  Mr.  -Fu//er— Messrs.  Bniom,  John  P.  Campbell,  Bay- 
ard Clark,  Cox,  CuUeu,  Carlile^  Btheridge,  Enstis,  Evans, 
Fo;*ier,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  I lonman,  Kennett,  Lake.Lind- 
K^y,  Alexander  K.  Mah^hall,  Millward,  Paine,  Porter, 
Reade,  Ready,  Ricand,  Rivera,  William  R.  Smith,  Biieed. 
Swope,  Tnppc,  Underwood,  Vnik,  Walker,  Whitney,  ana 
Zollicolfcr. 

For  Mr.  Pennington — Messrs.  Dunn,  Edwards,  Harrison, 
Haven,  M«Kire,  and  Scott. 

For  Mr.  Orr— Mr.  Richardson. 

For  Mr.  H'ti/iffmx— Mr.  Wheeler. 

For  Mr.  Porter— Mr.  Henry  M.  Fuller. 

Pending  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  at/lTMAN  slated  that  Mr.  DIiRksdale 
hud  paired  off  with  a  ffentleman  from  Ohio,  and 
that  Mr.  Hkndlet  S.  Bennett  was  too  unwell  to 
attend  tha  Hoiue  t<Mlay. 


Mr.  PARKER  stated  that  he  had  paired  off 
with  a  i^eiub.inan  from  Kentucky,  who  was  too 
unwell  to  1)0  pii'Hcnt. 

Mr.  SAGE  staled  that  he  was  requested  by  his 
co|b'ai;u('.  Air.  Flagler,  to  say  tliat  he  had 
paired  off  with  Mr.  Readc. 

PLURALITY  VOTE. 

Mr.  \VILLIAMi:?.  I  offer  the  following  reso- 
lution, with  a  view  to  facilitate  the  organization 
of  the  House: 

Renolved,  Tliat  the  House  will  proceed  immediately  to 
the  election  of  a  Speaker  viva  voce;  and  it',  after  the  roll  shall 
have  been  called  three  times,  no  mcmbershall  have  received 
u  majority  of  the  whole  nnniberot'volesj,  the  roll  shall  ag^n 
be  calKfl,  and  the  member  who  i«hall  Uien  receive  the  highe^^t 
numtHT  of  voles,  provided  it  bo  a  majority  of  a  quonuu, 
Hhall  be  declared  to  be  chosen  Speaker. 

I  call  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  EDMUN DSON.  I  move  that  the  House 
do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  ask  the  gentle- 
man to  withdraw  that  motion  for  a  few  moments, 
to  enable  me  to  make  a  remark  or  two  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  EDMUNDSON.    Understandinjr  that  the 

fentleman  desires  to  make  a  personal  explanation, 
withdraw  the  motion  to  adjourn. 
The  CLERK.     The  House  will  remember  that 
the  frentleman  from  New  York  has  called  for  tlie 
previous  question. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  desire  to  say  that  1  have 
no  wish  to  participate  in  the  controversy  between 
the  gentleman  fronj  Georgia  [Mr.  Stephens]  and 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Zollicof- 

FBR.] 

Mr.  BOWIE.  I  call  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
to  order.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  has 
called  the  previous  question. 

A  Member.  He  wants  to  make  a  personal 
explanation;  let  him  go  on. 

Mr.  BOWIE.  I  have  no  desire  to  hear  it.  I 
call  the  gentleman  to  order;  and  Task  the  Clerk 
to  diicide  the  question  of  order. 

The  CLERK.    All  delate  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Then  I  ask  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  to  withdraw  the  demand  for  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS.  Will  the  gentleman  renew 
it.> 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  wUl.  I  do  not  intend  to 
occupy  more  than  two  minutes. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS.    Then  I  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  The  gentleman  from 
Georgia  this  morning  made  a  very  violent  assault 
upon  the  American  party.  I  agreed  to  the  per- 
mission gmnied  him  to  go  on  when  his  time  had 
expired.  I  was  anxious  to  hear  all  he  had  to  say 
upon  that  subject,  and  was  disposed,  if  no  other 
member  saw  fit  to  do  it,  to  reply  to  what  he  had 
said  as  well  as  to  what  he  might  say. 

I  undevstood  him  this  morning  to  say,  that 
those  of  us  upon  my  side  of  tlie  pfouse  who  have 
been  acting  togetljer  are  inclined  to  violate  the 
princi[)Ies  of  pure  republicanism,  as  they  were 
understood  by  the  framers  of  the  Constitution 
and  the  men  of  the  Revolution.  I  have  sought 
this  opportunity  to  repel  that  charge.  I  deny  it, 
sir;  and  I  stand  here  ready  to  prow,  by  ilie 
records  of  the  country,  and  oy  the  cotemporanc- 
ous  hi.story  surrounding  that  Constitutioji,  that 
we  look  upon  it  as  the  highest  law  for  the  control 
of  our  political  action. 

I  do  not  propose  now,  sir,  to  reply  to  the  gen- 
tleman, because  it  is  near  tlie  usual  hour  of  ad- 
journment; but  I  desire  to  say  to  the  House  that, 
on  a  suitable  occasion — to-inorrow  morning,  if 
we  do  not  succeed  in  electing  a  Speaker  upon  the 
first  ballot — I  should  like  to  be  heard  on  those 
specific  charges  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Greorgia.  I  wish  to  repel  the  imputations  he  has 
hurled  upon  members  of  this  House.  If  it  shall 
be  agreeable  to  the  House — for  I  have  taken  the 
ground  from  the  commencement  that  I  would 
do  nothing  to  interfere  with  its  speedy  organiza- 
tion— I  will  itsk  the  privilege  of  being  heard. 

I  now  renew  the  demand  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion, and  move  that  the  House  adjourn. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  hope  the  House 
will,  by  unanimous  consent,  agree  tliat  this  reso- 
lution shall  come  up  as  the  unfinished  business 
to-morrow  morning,  and  will  now  adjourn .  [Loud 
cries  of  '*  Object."]  Well,  there  area  dozen  reso- 
lutions like  this  upon  the  table,  which  gentlemen 
can  move  to  take  up  at  any  time. 

Mr.  SAGE.    I  coll  for  tellers. 


Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  EIomckdsow 
and  Bingham  were  apj)ointed. 

The  question  was  token;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayi's  ^'h  noes  89. 

The  CLERK  declared  the  motion  lost. 

Mr.  JONES.  Then  I  propose  that  we  take  a 
vole  directly  upon  tlie  adoption  of  the  plurahty 
resolution. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  ordered,  the  question 
was  put;  and  there  were — yeas  94,  nay  a  106;  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Me«BrB.  Albrieht,  Allison,  Barbour,  Barclay,  He»- 
ry  Dennett,  Oenron,  Billingliuret,  llingUnia,  BU.<«<,  Brad- 
Hlinw,  Brcnton,  Bulnn^on,  BurUiifrainc,  Jamet*  II.  ramj>- 
boll,  Clmffec,  Olawnon,  Colfax,  Coinins«,Cra:an.  Cumbark, 
Danircll,  Timothy  Davis  Day,  Dcnn,  Dc  Witt,  Dick,  Dick- 
son, Dodd,  Durfce,  E«lic,  Emric,  Oalloway,  Oid<iinc«,  CU- 
Ivrt.  Grantjcr,  Grow,  Harlan,  Hickninn,  llolloway,  TlHMaos 
R.  Ihirton,  Valentine  B.  Hnrtoii,  Hon*ard,  IIuifh*'lon,  Kel- 
8cy,  King,  Knnpp,  Knieht,  Knrcvlton,  Knox,  Kunkel, 
Leitcr,  M auction,  McCany,  Mcachain,  Morjjan,  Morrin, 
Molt,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Pcarcc,  Pclton.  Penniiuton, 
Pciiit,  Pike,  Priiiele,  Purviancc,  KoIil)in<(,  Bot>«*rt--i,  SaUo, 
Saifi',  Sapp,  Shcmmn,  Simmons,  Spinner,  Siniiton,  ?5tran- 
almn,  Tappan,  Thonni^on,  Tlmrs^ion,  Todd,  Tratton,  Ty- 
Hon,  VVndc,  Walbridsc,  Waldron,  Cadwaladcr  C.  Wa-b- 
burne,  Eilihu  B.  Wa.«*libump,  Ij^ra^.-I  VVas'libuni,  \V*u«o, 
Wclf'li,  Williams,  Wood,  Woodrufl",  and  Woodwonh— 94. 

NAY:?— M(s.>r8.  Aiken,  Alb-n,  Bell,  Ilcndlcy  S.  Ben- 
nett, BfKTOck,  Bowie,  Boycc,  Branch,  Broom,  Bumf'Xt.  Cad- 
waladcr, John  P.  Campbell,  Lewis  D.  Cainpbril.  Carlile, 
Caruihcr:*,  Bayard  Clark,  Clini»nian,  Howell  Cobb.  Wii- 
liamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Cox,  Cmige,  CuUcn,  Davidson,  Den- 
ver, Dowdcll,  Dnnn,  Cdmundon,  Edward*^,  Elliou,  tjij?- 
li.  h,  Ethcridc*',  Etinti?,  Evans,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Foster, 
Henry  M.  Fiiller.  Thomas  J.  D.  Fnller,  Goodc,  Grcf^nwood, 
Ausu^tUD  Hall,  J.  Morriiton  Harris,  Banip>on  W.  Hamii, 
Thomas  L.  Harrif),  HarriMO,  Haven,  Herbert,  Hofftnan, 
Houston,  Jewctt,  George  W.  Joncii,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  KcUy, 
Knnnett,  Kidwell,  Lake,  Letcher,  Lindlev,  Dumpkin, 
Samuel  fc«.  Mnrehall,  Mnxw'ell,  MrMulUn,  McQueen,  Smith 
Miller,  Miilson,  Millward,  Moore,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr, 
Paine,  Peck,  Phelps,  Porter,  Powell,  Quirman,  ReftiSc, 
Ready,  Uicaud,  Richardson,  River;*.  Rulfin,  Rujct,  Sandid^, 
Savaire,  Scott,  William  Smith,  William  R.  Smflh,  Sneed, 
Stephen*,  Stewart,  Swope,  Talbott,  Trippe,  Underwood, 
Vnil,  Valk,  Walker,  Warner,  Wntkins,  Well?,  Whecter, 
Whitney,  Winslow,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  John  V.  Wxixhi, 
and  ZollicofTcr— 106. 

So  the  lisolution  was  not  agreed  to. 


vffi 


Mr.  S^TTTH,  of  Tennessee,  (when  his  name 
was  called,)  said  that  he  had  paired  off  with  Mr. 
Ritchie,  a  gentleman  who  votes  for  Mr.  Bakks; 
that  he  hims<*lf  should  have  voted  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  I  move  that  the  Hotiae 
do  now  adjourn. 

Tlie  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  House 
accordingly  (at  four  o'clock)  adjourned  till  to- 
morrow, at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  January  18,  1856. 

The  Hous?e  was  called  to  order  by  the  Clerk  at 
twelve  o'clock,  ni. 

The  Journal  ofyesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  CARLILE  addressed  the  Clerk.  - 

Mr.  VALK.  I  move  there  be  a  call  of  the 
House.  • 

Mr.  CARLILE.  If  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  will  withdraw  liis  motion,  I  will  save  the 
House  the  trouljle  of  having  a  c^ll. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.     I  would  inquire  of  the 
genllcman  from  Virginia,  whether  he  will  be  able 
j  to  finish  his  n  marks  in  the  time  allowed  by  the 
ten-minute  rule? 

Mr.  CARLILE.    I  shall  endeavor  to  do  so. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  I  give'  notice  to  the 
House  that  I  shall  call  for  tlie  enforcement  of 
that  rule. 

INIr.  CARLILE  addressed  tlie  House  in  con- 
clusion of  his  remarks  of  yesterday,  on  the  issue 
involved  between  the  several  parties  which  pre- 
vents an  organization.  His  remarks  have  been 
withheld  for  revision,  but  will  appear  in  the 
Appendix. 

Mr.  DOWDELL.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
Virgiiiia  [Mr.  Carlile]  allow  me  to  ask  him  ooe 
question? 

Mr.  CARLILE.    Certainly. 

Mr.  DOWDELL.  Thegemleman  [Mr.  Cae- 
lile]  stated  yesterday  that  he  was  opposed  to  the 
Kansjp-Nebraska  bill;  and  the  reason  which  he 
gave  for  that  opposition  was,  that  it  furnished 
food  for  abolition  agitation.  Now,  1  desire  to  ask 
I  him  this  question:  whether  if  all  the  Republicans 
yof  this  House  were  to  state  that  they  would  be 
satisfied  with  the  restoration  of  the  Missouri  com- 
promise, he  would  vole  for  that  restoration  ? 

Mr.  CARLILE.  In  reply  to  my  friend  from 
Alabama,  [Mr.  Dowdxll,]  i  would  aay  that  I 
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caucus,  as  was  understood  at  that  time,  by  the 
Whig  party.  When  it  was  reported  by  the  com- 
mittees of  conference  of  the  two  parties  to  the 
Democratic  caucus,  it  was  rejected  there  by  a  de- 
cided majority.  It  was  offered  in  the  House  by 
a  member  of  the  Democratic  party,  notwithstana- 
ingits  rejection  by  the  party  in  caucus,  and  it  was 
adopted  by  the  votes  principally  of  the  Whig 
party  and  a  portion — a  minority — of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  If  the  gentleman  desires  to  stand 
by  the  record,  he  will  find  that  a  majority  of  the 
Democratic  raembei-s  of  the  House  in  1849,  ac- 
cording to  my  recollection,  voted  against  the 
adoption  of  the  plurality  rule.  And  there  was 
no  man  on  the  floor,  as  I  now  recollect, — for  I 
have  not  turned  to  the  debates  to  refresh  my 
memory, — more  violent  or  more  denunciatory  of 
the  operation  of  the  plurality  rule  than  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio.  My  recollection  is,  that  he 
offered  a  substitute  for  the  plurality  rule,  which 
substitute  declared  that  it  was  wrong  in  principle, 
dangerous  in  its  tendency,  and  ought  not  to  be 
adopted. 

Mr.  EDMUNDSON.    Read  his  speech. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  have  not  turned  to  his  speech, 
and  am  now  speaking  from  recollection.  One 
word  more,  Mr.  Clerk,  m  reference  to  the  respons- 
ibility for  the  organization  of  the  House,  and  I 
am  done.  I  have  not  risen  to  go  into  this  dis- 
cussion. The  record  of  tliis  House  during  the 
last  few  days  exhibits  this  fact  to  the  country: 
that  the  Republican  party,  as  they  call  themselves, 
and  arc  termed,  had  it  in  their  power  to  place  in 
the  Speaker's  chair  a  member  of  their  own  party, 
who,  at  the  commencement  of  this  session,  re- 
ceived the  highest  number  of  votes  of  that  party 
for  that  position.  The  resolution  offered  by  the 
gentleman  from  Iowa  [Mr.  Thorincton]  declared 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Campbell]  to  be 
the  Speaker  of  the  House  for  the  Thirty-Fourth 
Congress.  He  received,  1  believe,  the  votes  of 
fifty  members  of  this  House,  There  were  voting 
against  that  resolution  fifty-two  members  of  the 
Republican  party — ^fifty-two  of  those  who  have 
cast  their  votes  tor  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
cliusetts,  [Mr.  Banks.]  If  these  fifty-two  who 
voted  against  the  resolution  had  votea  for  him, 
the  resolution  would  have  been  adopted,  and  Mr. 
Campbell  would  have  been  elected  the  Speaker 
of  this  House.  These  gentlemen  thereby  placed 
themselves  before  the  country  in  this  position — 
that  they  are  not  content  to  oi^nize  tiiis  House 
with  a  member  of  their  own  party,  and  a  mem- 
ber who  was  the  choice  of  a  plurality  of  that 
party  at  the  commencement  of  the  session;  they 
would  rather  that  Congress  should  remain  disor- 
ganized, and  tlie  Government  to  cease  to  go  on 
with  its  operations,  than  place  a  man  of  tlieir  own 
party — a  man  liaving  the  confidence  of  that  party, 
agreeing  with  them  in  principle,  and  capable  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  the  office — in  the  Speaker's 
chair.  Such  is  the  record,  so  far,  of  this  session 
of  Congress.  Their  issue  is  Mr.  Banks  and  disor- 
ganization, in  preference  to  a  member  of  their  own 
party,  against  whom  they  have  urged  no  personal 
or  political  objection.  The  responsibility  is  with 
them,  and  tliey  are  to  satisfy  the  country  that 
such  a  position  as  the  one  which  they  have  as- 
sumed can  be  justified; 

In  reference  to  the  plurality  rule,  if  necessary, 
I  would  go  into  a  discussion  of  it.  The  gentle- 
man froni  Ohio  [Mr.  Gtiddinos]  says  that  while, 
at  one  time,  I  was  the  recipient  of  the  benefit 
of  that  plurality  rule,  I  have  during  this  session 
uniformly  voted  against  it.  I  will  tell  him  that  it 
never  will  receive  the  sanction  of  my  vote  whtfin 
its  operation  is  inevitably  to  place  in  the  Speaker's 
chair  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Banks;]  and  I  believe  that  such  is  tlie  determ- 
ination of  a  majority  of  this  House.  If  gentle- 
men are  continuing  their  support  of  Mr.  Banks 
in  the  impression  that  the  plurality  rule  will  be 
finally  adopted,  leading  inevitably  to  the  election 
of  the  gentleman  fVom  Massachusetts, — I  give  it 
merely  as  my  own  opinion, — I  will  tell  them  that 
tliey  art}  deceiving  themselves.  Therefore,  if  they 
prefer  Mr.  Banks  and  disorganization  to  a  mem- 
uer  of  their  own  party  and  OEganization,  let  them 
stand  or  fall  on  tne  issue  wh^  they  themselves 
make  before  the  country. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  One  word  in  reply  to  the 
gentleman.  I  have  not  stated  that  the  members 
of  the  Democratic  party  in  this  Hall  voted  for  this 
resolution.    I  only  stated  thai  that  party,  acting 


as  a  party,  by  its  committee,  not  in  this  Hall,  but 
in  a  caucus  aside  from  association  with  other 
parties,  adopted  the  plurality  rule. 

Mr.  COBB.  That  is  not  a  correct  statement  of 
fact,  as  I  liave  already  said  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio;  and  every  member  of  the  party  who  was  in 
that  caucus  will  bear  me  out  in  repeating  this  refti- 
tation  of  tliegentloman*s  charge. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  only  repeat  what  waa 
said  by  a  leading  member  of  the  Democratic 
party,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stanton,  of  Tennessee,  on 
this  floor,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  and  his  party  in  this  House. 
That  gentleman  sat  silently  in  his  seat  when 
Mr.  Stanton  declared  it  to  have  been  agreed  to 
by  the  committee,  and  he  did  not  deny  it;  no 
member  of  his  party  denied  the  fact.  Now,  after 
six  years  have  elapsed,  gentlemen  are  not  pre- 
pared to  do  what  they  did  then.  I  impute  no 
intention  on  the  part  of  that*or  any  other  gen- 
tleman to  arraign, the  records  and  deny  the  fact 
of  an  agreement,  as  avowed  by  a  member  of  their 
party  on  this  floor. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  niinois.  I  wish  the  gentle- 
man would  read  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Stanton  to 
which  he  refers. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.    I  have  already  read  it,  but 

I  read  it  again  at  the  gentleman's  request: 

"  Mr.  Stanton,  of  Tennessee,  rose  and  said  that  he  de- 
sired lo  present  a  propOi^iion  to  the  Hou^e.  He  presumed 
that,  under  the  rule  which  bad  been  adopted,  it  would  sot 
be  in  order  to  debate  it.  He  would,  however,  be  permitted 
to  say  that  it  was  a  proposition  knon^n  to  have  been  pre- 
sented on  the  part  of  the  committee  appointed  by  the 
VVhi*;  dtueus  to  confer  with  a  similar  committee  appointed 
by  the  Democratic  caucus." 

At  this  point  he  was  interrupted. 

Mr.  HARRIS.    At  what  page  is  that? 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  Po^e  61,  Congressional 
Globe ,  for  December  22, 1849.  Here  is  the  Jour- 
nal, as  kept  by  the  reporters  at  the  time: 

"  The  House  had  now  reached  the  contingency  con- 
templated in  the  propo!»Uion  of  Mr.  Stanton.  It  had  ex- 
hausted the  three  votin;?s  therein  provided  for,  without  a 
result ;  and  had  arrived  at  that  point  where,  ia  folflHment 
of  the  agreement  entered  into  between  the  two  parties,  a 
Speaker  was  to  be  olccied  by  a  plurality  vote." 

Mr.  HARRIS.  Will  the  gentleman  permit  me 
to  make  a  remark. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  When  I  have  finished  the 
gentleman  can  take  the  flooi*.  I  have  not  said 
mat  tliey  voted  for  the  resolution  in  this  HaU; 
on  the  contrary,  I  believe  that  only  a  portion  of 
them  voted  for  the  resolution  in  this  HaU.  But 
I  call  the  attention  of  the  cocmtry  to  the  fact  that 
in  their  caucus,  the  E>emocratic  party,  sis  a  party , 
agreed  with  the  Whig  party,  bb  a  party,  tliat  this 
should  be  the  rule. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  I  will  state  to  the  j^ntleman 
that  I  was  a  member  of  that  Democratic  caucus, 
and  that  I  distinctly  recollect  that  I  opposed  the 
resolution  when  offered  by  Mr.  Stanton  in  caucus. 
I  have  not  the  slightest  impression  on  my  mind 
that  it  was  adopted  by  the  caucus. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  do  not  involve  gentlemen; 
1  only  involve  the  Democratic  party.  I  mean  to 
pin  it  on  that  party,  as  a  party,  and  not  on  indi- 
viduals. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  desire  simply  to  say,  in  reply  to 
the  extract  read  by  the  gentleman  from  01\io,  that 
that  is  the  construction  he  places  upon  Mr.  Stan- 
ton's  language;  and  now  in  liis  hearing,  and  in 
the  hearing  of  those  who  were  present  at  that 
time,  I  venture  the  assertion  tliat  there  cannot  be 
found  one  single  member  of  the  Thirty-First 
Congress  who  will  rise  and  say  that  he  believed 
at  that  time  that  Mr.  Stanton  intended  to  say 
before  this  House  that  the  Democratic  party  had 
adopted  that  resolve,  wiien  it  weis  as  well  known 
then  in  that  House  as  it  is  known  now,  when  it 
is  stated  by  myself  and  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, [Mr.  miLLsoN,]  that  it  had  been  rejected 
by  the  Democratic  caucus.  This  construction, 
now  put  upon  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  [Mr.  Stanton,]  is  the  only  fbui^ation 
upon  which  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  makes  this 
charge.  He  knows,  if  he  recollects  what  oc- 
curred at  tliat  time,  and  is  familiar  with  it,  that 
it  was  well  understood  in  this  House  that  the 
Democratic  party  had  rejected  it. 

Now,  sir,  does  the  gentleman,  or  any  member 
here,  suppose  that  the  Democratic  party  in  caucus 
would  have  adopted  that- resolution,  and  then, 
when  it  was  to  be  voted  upon  in  the  House,  that 
but  a  dozen,  or  perhaps  some  twenty,  members 
of  the  party  would  have  voted  for  it^-ao  over- 


whelming majority  of  the  party  voting  again&tit? 
Do  gentlemen  believe  that  such  evidence  of  bod 
faith  as  that  would  have  been  passed  by  unno- 
ticed ?  Do  they  believe  that  the  country  would 
for  one  moment  have  sustained  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Stanton]  in  saying  that  th^ 
Democratic  caucus  had  adopted  that  resolution, 
and  yet,  when  we  came  into  the  House,  two  tAlrda 
or  three  fourths,  perhaps,  (I  have  not  looked  at 
the  record,)  of  the  party  voted  against  it? 

Mr.  EDMUNDSON.  Let  me  say  one  word. 
It  may  be  that  the  committee  appointed  upon  th« 
part  of  the  Democratic  caucus  did  aj^ree  with  the 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  Whig  caucus  to 
adopt  the  plurality  rule;  but  anybody  who  asserts 
that  the  Democratic  party  agreed  to  adopt  the 
plurality  rule,  asserts  what  is  not  true. 

Mr.  COBB.     I  wish  to  add  one  word  more. 

Mr.  ORR.  If  the  gentleman  will  pardon  me  fors 
moment,  I  desire  to  say  that  I  waa  present  on  the 
occasion  to  which,  I  suppose,  reference  is  made; 
and  I  state  distinctly,  tnat  no  such  resolution  as 
that  referred  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  wm 
adopted  by  the  Democratic  caucus,  either  direetly 
or  indirectly. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  merely  wish  to  add  to  what  I 
have  already  said,  that  tlie  language  quoted  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  was  intended  by  the 
gentlemanirom  Tennessee  [Mr.  Stanton]  to  refer 
to  what  he  had  previously  stated — that  the  plu- 
rality rule  had  been  adopted  by  the  Whig  cau- 
cus, and  had  been  reported  by  the  ref«pective 
committees  to  the  two  caucuses.  Fortunately, 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  although  he  is 
not  a  member  of  this  House,  is  here,  and  I  assert, 
without  one  word  of  conference  with  him,  that 
he  never  intended  to  say  before  this  House — nor 
did  a  single  member  of  the  House  at  that  time 
so  construe  his  language — that  the  Democratic 
party  had  adopted  the  plurality  rule  in  caucua. 

Mfr.  LETCHER  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  FULLER,  of  Maine.  I  have  a  very  dis- 
tinct recollection  of  this  occurrence,  for  I  waa 
one  of  the  few  Democrats  who  separated  frosa 
our  fViends  and  voted  for  the  plurality  resolution, 
understanding,  at  the  time,  that  the  majority  tif 
the  party  were  opposed  to  it.  I  voted  for  it  on 
the  ground  that  I  believed  the  eflect  of  theTule, 
if  adopted,  would  be  to  elect  the  gentlenvui  f^om 
Greorgia,  (Mr.  Cobb.]  That  was  the  rcaaon  I 
voted  for  it  then;  and  I  will  not  vote  for  it  noir, 
because  I  believe  the  effect  of  itwoxild  be  to  elect 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  BAXse  J 
or  some  one  of  his  political  friends. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  With  the  perms- 
sion  of  the  gentleman  from  Vii^inia,  I  ask  that 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  will  send  to  the  Cler^  's 
desk,  and  let  the  Clerk  read,  what  he  haa  been 
reading,  purporting  to  be  a  portion  of  the  reaaarka 
of  Mr.  Stanton.  It  scenes  to  be  a  remaik  made 
by  the  reporter,  that  the  House  had  now  arrrred 
at  the  point  contemf^tcd  in  Mr.  Stantoa  'a  rea^ 
olution,  agreed  to  by  the  two  parties,  and  not  a 
remark  made  by  Mr.  Stanton,  as  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  intimated  when  he  read  it, 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.     I  desire  to  say  a  wor^. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  shall  bring  to  the  stand  a 
witness,  about  whose  testimony  on  this  subject 
there  can  be  no  controversy  in  this  House.  Upon 
what  day  of  December  was  that  resolution  adopted? 

Mr.  COBB.    The  tweniy-secoAd. 

Mr.  LETCHER.    Well,  on  the  97th   day  of 

December,  (five  days  afterwards,)  the  gentleman 

from  Ohio  [Mr.  Giddings]  himself  made  a  speech 

in  regard  to  the  pluraUty  rule.    Now,  let  ua  see 

what  party  he  says  adopted  it: 

"  He  desired  to  say  to  the  Ilouse  and  to  the  coustry,  tiat 
the  present  occupant  of  the  cliair  hold  hi^  office  as  a  neces- 


sary result  of  the  plurality  nile.    Thut  n»le  h!Kl  h«?n  fon;«4 
upon  OS  by  tbe  Whk?  party,  aided  by  Bomc  ^Muail  nor 
tlie  members  frota  the  othcjr  side  of  tbe  fiou^e.'' 


Now,  sir,  I  submit  that,  whatevcyr  may  kava 
been  the  opinion  of  other  people,  it  does  not  be- 
come the  gentleman  from  Ohio  to  rise  here  in  hi* 
place  and  undertake  to  charge  that  the  Democr^He 
party  adopted  that  rule,  after  he  has  sent  out  to 
the  aountry  and  nublislied  a  speech,  revisod  and 
printed  in  pampnlet  form,  in  which  he  purports 
to  give  the  facts  as  they  occurred  in  1849. 

Well,  sir,  here  is  another  portion  of  the  apeech« 

to  which  it  may,  perhaps,  be  well  to  refer,  since 

the  gentleman  is  in  favor  of  the  pltiraiity  rule  imw. 

Here  it  is: 

«  Bat  the  vote  of  a  plimli^  of  Uiis  body  wmikl* 
the  Ooostitattaa,  oonftr  ao  right  whstsvsr  lo  tbs    "* 


264 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


January  18, 


1 


asks  if  1  did  not  say  that  it  was  the  Whigs  who 
enforced  this  rule  upon  us? 

[HtTc  the  Unnmiir  fell.] 

Mr.  COiiB,  of  Gcorij:in,  took  the  floor. 

Tlie  CLERK.  Tlio^CIerk  would  8Uj?e:P8t  that 
both  ^oj>tl«>men  [Mrsrrs.  Cobb  and  Giddinos] 
have  sp(»ki'n  more  than  once  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  have  the  floor,  and  I  trust  there 
will  be  no  objection  to  my  proceeding. 

The  CLEkK.  If  there  be  no  objection,  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  will  proceed. 

1  here  was  no  objection. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  1  have  one  question  to  ask 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia. 

Mr.  COBB.  When  I  got  through  I  will  have 
no  objection  to  hear  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
upon  all  points  of  controversy  between  us. 
When  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  stated  that  the 
Democratic  party  had  adopted,  as  a  party,  the 
plurality  rule,  I  unhesitatingly  denied  that  state- 
ment. When  he  said  that  the  resolution  was 
introduced  by  Mr.  Stanton,  he  read  the  lan- 
guage of  Mr.  Stanton  to  show  tliat  he  made 
the  statement  to  the  House  and  to  the  country, 
to  that  effect.  I  stated  then,  that  it  was  a  mis- 
construction of  the  language  of  MT.  Stanton, 
and  that  it  must  have  been  so  from  the  facts  as 
they  were. 

Now,  sir,  I  desire  to  show  to  the  House 
that,  if  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  in  his  first  re- 
marks— and  I  trust  that  they  will  stand  reported 
as  they  were  originally  made — if,  in  his  first 
remarks,  he  had  confined  himself  to  what  Mr. 
Stanton  did  say,  and  had  not  put  in  the  mouth 
of  Mr.  Stanton — as  I  understood  it,  and  as  it 
was  understood  by  the  House — the  language  used 
by  the  reporter,  there  would  have  been  not  one 
particle  or  evidence  to  sustain  the  charge  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS,  (interrupting.)  WiU  the 
gentleman  allow  me  to  say H 

Mr.  COBB.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  will 
pardon  me. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  The  gentleman  need  have 
no  fear  of  the  report  being  altered  by  me.  If  he 
will  refer  to  the  report,  he  will  find  my  words,  I 
have  no  doubt. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  hope  so.  Now,  the  language 
of  Mr.  Stanton,  as  read  originally  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio,  is  as  follows:  "  He  rose  and 
said  that  he  had  to  present  a  proposition  to  the 
House,  and  he  presumed  that,  under  the  rule 
which  had  been  adopted,  it  would  not  be  in  order 
to  debate  it.  He  would,  however,  be  permitted 
to  say,  that  it  was  a  proposition  known  to  have 
been  presented  on  the  part  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  Whig  caucus  to  confer  with  a 
similar  committee  appointed  by  the  Democratic 
caucus." 

If  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  had  stopped  there, 
is  there  a  man  in  this  Hou.sc  who  would  have 
said  he  had  introduced  one  particle  of  evidence 
from  the  record  to  sustain  tno  charge  made  by 
him,  that  Mr.  Stanton,  on  this  floor,  had  said  that 
that  was  the  action  of  the  Democratic  caucus } 
No  one  will  pretend  it;  therefore,  it  was  neces- 
sary for  him  to  read  the  following  language.  And 
when  this  was  read,  I  supposed — and  so  did  the 
House — that  the  gentleman  was  reading  from  the 
language  of  Mr.  Stanton.  [Some  voices,  **  No  !"] 
I  knew  that  such  was  my  understanding;  of  it; 
and  my  remarks  were  a  comment  upon  it,  for  I 
stated  then  that  no  such  construction  was  intended 
by  Mr.  Stanton  to  be  placed  on  his  remarks,  be- 
cause it  is  utterly  inconsistent  with  the  truth  and 
with  the  history  of  the  case.  This  is  what  the 
gentleman  IVom  Ohio  read;  and  I  appeal  to  any 
and  all  of  you,  if  this  is  not  the  language  which 
brought  your  minds  to  the  conclusion  that  Mr. 
Stanton  had  stated  that  such  was  the  action  of  the 
Democratic  caucus .>    I  read: 

"The  HoiHc  had  now  reached  the  contingency  oontem- 
platfd  in  the  propo-qiion  of  Mr.  Stanton.  It  had  exhnueted 
the  ilirne  votings  tiierein  provided  tor  without  a  re*>ult,  and 
had  arriveii  at  that  point  where,  in  fulAJInient  of  the  agree- 
laent  entered  ijitu  lietween  the  two  panics — " 

Mark,  you!  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  laid 
stress  upon  that  language:  "  The  agreement  en- 
tered into  between  the  two  parties.*'  Tliere  was 
the  strength  Of  his  cose.  There  was  the  point 
he  made — 
" — a  Speaker  was  to  be  elected  by  a  plurality  rule." 
Now,  Mr.  Clerk,  I  ask  this  House,  and  I  put 
it  to  th«  candor  of  evtry  man  on  this  floor,  ij,at 


( 


the  time  this  declaration  was  made,  it  was  not  its 
understanding  that  the  last  language  which  I  have 
quoted  was  the  language  of  Mr.  Stanton.' 

Several  Members.     He  so  stated,  expressly. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  put  it  to  the  memory  and  candor 
of  gentlemen  here,  if  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
did  not  so  intend  it,  thenWie  made  a  charge  against 
the  party  without  any  particle  of  ground  to  stand 
upon.  If  he  did  intend  it,  it  was  an  effort  to  fal- 
sify the  record  on  which  he  was  standing.  And 
in  connection  with  it,  sir,  let  me  again  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact  that,  on  the 
vote  on  the  adoption  of  this  plurality  rule,  it  was, 
as  I  stated  it  to  be,  adopted  by  a  large  majority  of 
the  Whig  party — who  had  adopted  it  in  caucus — 
together  with  a  small  portion  of  the  Democratic 
party — who  had  voted  for  it  in  caucus — when  it 
was  rejected  by  a  large  majority  voting  against 
it.  The  gentleman  stated  that  there  were  one 
hundred  and  six  votes  in  the  negative — against  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution— and  of  that  number 
seventy  were  Democrats.  That  was  the  vote  upon 
it.  I  only  zittach  importance  to  it  from  the  fact 
that  the  remark  had  been  made  here  to  sustain  a 
charge  against  that  party  which  was  not  true  in 
itself. 

This  language  which  I  have  used — this  language 
which  even  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  himself  will 
not  now  pretend  to  say  was  the  language  of  Mr. 
Stanton — was  the  language  of  the  reporter,  giving 
an  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  day,  and  docs 
not  occur  in  connection  with  Mr.  Stanton's 
name  at  all.  There  is  a  vote  intervening  between 
tlio  time  when  Mr.  Stanton  addressed  the  House 
and  the  remarks  here  made  by  the  reporter,  which 
had  no  earthly  connection  with  them  whatever. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  charged  me  with 
sitting  by  and  allowing  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee [Mr.  Stanton]  to  say  that  this  plurality 
rule  was  the  result  of  an  agreement  between  the 
two  parties,  without  standing  up  to  deny  it.  He 
says  that  the  proposition  was  made  by  Mic  Whig 
caucus  to  the  Democratic  committee.  That  was 
true;  I  have  never  denied  it.  I  stated  it  in  my  first 
remarks.  Where,  then,  is  the  point  of  the  gentle- 
man's  remarks,  when  he  charges  me  with  sitting 
by  and  allowing  Mr.  Stanton  to  state  that  the  plu- 
rality proposition  was  the  result  of  an  agreement 
between  the  two  parties,  unless  it  be  because  he 
had  put  in  Mr.  Stanton's  mouth  the  language  of 
the  reporter.'  I  submit  the  facts  to  the  House;  I 
shall  not  characterize  them. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  With  the  consent  of  the 
House,  Mr.  Clerk,  I  will  say,  that  it  is  due  to 
the  House  and  to  myself  that  there  should  bo  an 
understanding  a.s  to  what  I  have  said  and  what  I 
have  not  said.  I  know  the  gentleman  from  Gi'or- 
gia  [Mr.  Cobb]  too  well  to  suppose  that  he  would 
willfully  misrepresent  what  I  have  said,  and  he 
knov.'s  me  too  wdl  to  suppose  that  I  would 
allow  the  charge  of  misrepresentation  to  he  made 
against  me  witliout  giving  a  frank  and  full  expla- 
nation— a  proper  answer.  When  I  rose  and  made 
allusion  to  the  remark  of  Mr.  Stanton  in  1849, 
I  read  it  to  the  House.  I  rend  precisely  what  is 
reported  to  have  been  said  by  him.  I  attributed 
so  much  to  him,  and  not  another  word  did  I  at- 
tribute to  him.  Then  turning  on  to  the  day  of 
the  election,  I  said  in  distinct  langua'je  that  the 
record  made  up  by  the  reportei-s  of  the  day  was 
as  follows.  I  know  what  I  said;  and  if  gentle- 
men get  too  much  excited  to  understand  me,  that 
is  not  my  fault.  I  am  responsible  for  what  1  say, 
and  not  for  their  want  of  understanding. 

Sir,  gentlemen  have  no  right  to  rise  upon  this 
fl(^rnnd  refuse  to  be  corrected,  when  they  impute 
to  me  language  which  I  never  used.  1  never  refused 
such  a  correction  to  any  man.  I  have  yet  to 
learn  that  the  courtesies  of  debate  in  this  Hall 
authorize  or  justify  any  man  in  refusing  to  be 
corrected  when  he  attempts  to  use  the  language 
of  another,  which  that  otner  states  is  not  correct. 
Now,  I  have  shown  to  the  House,  and  I  repeat, 
that  I  never  imputed  the  extract  read  from  the 
record  made  up  by  the  reporter  at  the  time  as 
having  been  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Stanton.  The 
record  will  show  the  fact;  its  language  shows  it 
could  not  have  been  the  work  of  that  gentleman. 
The  rcfoKl  shows  that  there  was  a  committee 
appointed  upon  the  part  of  the  Democratic  party, 
to  act  for  that  party,  to  represent  that  party,  to 
act  by  their  authority,  and' to  bind  them,  so  far  as 
the  record  shows  and  the  history  of  the  country 
is  concerned;  and  I  kn«w  not  what  was  doD« 


outside  the  record .  On  those  acts  I  have  made  no 
remark;  I  know  nothing  of  them.  Here  I  stand, 
aad,  standing  here,  I  have  shown  that  the  cam' 
mitiee  appointed  by  the  Democratic  party, auilinr- 
ized  by  that  party,  speaking  for  tJie  party,  made 
the  presentation  which  they  did.  And,  pns8in» 
on  in  that  record,  I  stated  that  what  occumd  id 
that  House  was  by  the  agreement  of  the  two 
parties — not  acting  by  vote  in  this  Hall,  nor  by 
joint  ballot  outside — but  by  the  joint  nciioa  of 
their  committees.  That  was  the  declaration  w  hich 
I  made,  and  by  that  declaration  I  stand,  here  aod 
elsewhere;  nor  will  gentlemen  who  are  interested 
in  making  me  say  otherwise  drive  me  from  it. 

Now,  Mr.  Clerk,  it  was  ihis  action  of  therom- 
mittee  that  was  stated  by  Mr.  Stanton.  That 
fact  has  not  been  denied.  And  when  I  stated  ai 
I  did  state  in  this  House  subsequently,  that  this 
measure  was  forced  upon  us  by  the  Whii^pany, 
and  a  sufficient  number  of  the  Democratic  party 
to  carry  it,  I  stated  the  action  of  this  body,  and 
not  of  the  Democratic  party  and  Whig  party  out- 
side this  Hall;  and  when  I  aflerwardis,  in  this 
Hall,  referred  to  that  action,  as  read  from  my 
speech,  as  being  the  result  of  the  joint  action  of 
the  two  parties  outside  this  Hall,  the  eenikman 
from  Georgia  [Mr.  Cobb]  stood  by  and  neard  me, 
and  did  not  contradict  the  language  I  utierfd. 
Sir,  let  me  say  that  this  was  an  aflcrthouffht.  No 
man  repudiated  the  facts  I  uttered  then.  iVo,sir, 
the  whole  facts  were  before  the  country,  and  were 
comprehended  by  the  people.  I  then  asserted 
every  word  that  ihave  now  asserted,  and  neither 
of  the  gentlemen  who  have  read  the  reraarka  1 
made  then — with  much  profit  to  thcmsehes  I 
trust,  [laughter]— corrected  me.  The  bonorabk 
gentleman  from  Georgia  then  sat  silently  and 
heard  my  remarks,  and  did  not  attempt  to  cor- 
rect me,  nor  did  any  gentleman  correct  me.  Ther 
read  the  record  made  up  by  the  reporters,  for  it 
was  laid  upon  the  table  of  every  member  the  next 
morning,  and  no  gentleman  rose  to  correct  it,  or 
to  intimate  that  it  contained  any  misrepresenta- 
tion. 

Now,  gentlemen,  by  your  past  acts  I  hold  yo« 
before  the  country  as  unwilling  to  follow  your 
own  precedent.  1  have  shown  tnat  you  have  re- 
ceded from  your  position.  Sir,  I  have  made  that 
assertion,  and  I  now  stand  here  to  make  good  the 
assertion,  and  I  will  do  it,  God  being  my  nclper. 

But  my  friend  from  Gt^orgia  has  undertakenia 
speak  of  our  responsibility  in  not  electing  Mr. 
Campbell.  Now,  sir,  let  me  tell  that  gentleman 
that  I  vote  as  1  choose.  The  Republicans  of 
this  House  do  not  go  to  Georgia  to  learn  what  ii 
their  duty.  , 

Mr.  COBB.  I  suppose  that  is  the  reason  wbf 
they  are  so  far  wrong.     [Laughter.]        .    . 

Mr.  TAPPAN.  I  merely  desire,  at  this  time, 
to  make  a  very  few  remarks  in  reply  to  the  ais- 
tinguished  gentleman  from  Georgia,  and  also  la 
reply  to  some  remarks  which  fell  from  the  gen- 
tleman fi-om  Indiana  [Mr.  Dunn]  the  other  daf. 
in  reference  to  the  responsibility  for  the  non-or- 
ganization of  this  House,  and  the  pa'^jj^*  ^^ 
that  responsibihty  properly  attaches.  Now,  Wi 
I  think  It  ran  be  easily  demonstrated      - 

Mr.  ORR.  I  desire  to  inquire  if  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  has  surrendered  the  floor?  . 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  have,  unless  the  genue^ 
map  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Letchrr]  wants  to  w* 

me  some  question.  .u-.n 

Mr.  ORR.    I  then  desire  to  ask  the  gcntlemM 

from*Ncw  Hampshire  [Mr.  Tappan']  JJ*.  ^^^, 
me  to  correct  one  fact  in  reference  to  tD>8 
troversy  that  has  originated  here,  ^*^  ,f^    -„>•• 
ceeds  to  make  his  point?    [Cries  of  **^® 
** No  objection!"]  ^^.      ^^:m 

Mr.  Clerk,  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  pcrw^^ 
in  his  charge  that  the  Democratic  P^y^^^y 
responsible  for  the  plurality  resolution  ott«J^  jr 
Mr.  Stanton  in  1849.     Well,  sir,  if  |*»^PjJred, 

ai 

been  sustained;  the  country  ^*"  j^^^^l  SinJ^* 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  »"iP"^'"^**l    ili'm.bo^ 
ton  remarks  which  were  never  made  by 
which  were  made  bv  the  reporter.  ^^^^^ 

But  what  I  desire* particularly  to  sw^  J^J^  |,j« 
since  this  debate  commenced  Mr.  jVj^ypbad 
come  within  the  limits  of  this  Hall.  |^^pjtd 
an  interview  with  him,  and  he  hnsj^  ^^  ^^i 


this  debate  goes  put  precisely  as  it  ^^  1,^5 
the  country  can  judge  whether  *^*^.^  ^^^pth^f 


me 


to  state,  that  when  the  P«"opo^*"^-pcra"» 
Dluralitv  was  nressntsd  to  ths  i-'*  - 


by  plurality  was  pre««ntttd 
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the  time,  in  my  sober  judgment,  that  the  object 
can  be  accomplished.  Wo,  sir;  I  will  npt  patron- 
ize, I  will  not  encourage,  that  way  of  doing  busi- 
ness. I  do  not  believe  in  the  propriety  of  any 
one  member  makin»  a  nomination  for  us. 

Mr.  EUSTIS.  I  desire  to  say  that,  notwith- 
standing the  gjeat  respect  which  I  have  for  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Campbell,] 
1  cannot  have,  I  cannot  entertain — and  no  one 
knows  better  than  the  gentleman  from  Maine 
[Mr.  Washbdrn]  that  I  cannot  entertain — any 
sort  of  sympatliy  witli  either  the  g^entleman  from 
Maine  or  me  gentleman  from  Ohio,  or  any  other 
gentleman  indorsing  the  principles  whicn  they 
represent;  and  in  Using  the  /lame  of  Mr.  Camp- 
bell, I  merely  intended  to  impress  the  gentleman 
from  Maine  with  the  idea — to  call  him  out,  to  ask 
him,  to  challenge  him,  if  you  please — to  drop  Mr. 
Banks  and  to  take  up  tne  name  of  some  other 
gentleman  upon  this  noor,  and  declare  him  to  be 
elected.  The  gentleman  from  Maine  has  no  right 
to  say  on  this  iioor  who  he  will  not  be  in  favor  of 
voiins  for  in  such  a  resolution.  I  ask  him  to  do 
for  third  persons  what  he  has  previously  done  for 
Air.  Banks.  Let  then/ have  a  chance.  I  want 
him  to  have  an  opportunity  of  voting  for  them. 

Mr.  GROW.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  have  refrained  from 
participation  in  the  debates  of  this  Hall  until  an 
organization  of  the  House  should  be  e(rccted,and 
I  ao  not  now  propose  to  say  anytliin;^  in  refer- 
ence to  the  legitimate  legislation  of  the  country 
until  the  attainment  of  that  result.  But  as  to  the 
responsibility  for  the  organization  of  this  House 
which  has  been  raised  here  this  morning,  I  pro- 
pose'to  say  a  few  word h.  The  responsibility, 
air,  should  rest  on  those  who  have  produced  the 
state  of  things  we  iind*in  this  Hall  and  the  coun- 
try. It  is  not  a  question  of  figures  or  votes, 
whether  this  or  that  n\an  could  have  been  elected 
by  transferring  votes  from  this  or  the  other  can- 
didate. 

What  has  produced  the  present  state  of  things? 
Why  cannot  this  House  organize  ?  At  the  open- 
ing of  the  last  Congress f  peace  reigned  iii  every 
quarter  of  the  country,  and  men  came  here  from 
ftvery  section  with  fraternal  feelings.  There  were 
no  disturbing  elements  to  jar  the  universal  har- 
mony of  sentiment.  The  dead  past  had  buried 
its  dead.  The  bitter  controversies  of  previous 
years  had  ceased,  and  sectional  quarrels  were  for 
the  time  forgotten.  No  note  of  discord  was  heard 
in  the  councils  of  the  nation,  and  the  future  was 
unclouded^and  bright;  yet,  in  violation  of  good 
faith,  mutually  pledged  by  the  representatives  of 
the  two  great  political  parties  or  the  country,  to 
resist  the  further  agitation  of  the  slavery  ques- 
tion in  Congress  or  out  of  it,  a  time-honored 
compromise  between  the  two  sections  of  tlve  Union 
was  trampled  under  foot,  thus  opening,  under 
the  sanction  of  the  Government,  a  vast  territory 
to  the  introduction  of  slavery,  from  which  our 
fathers  agreed  tliat  it  should  be  forever  excluded. 
Upon  the  men,  and  the  inlhience  that  secured  its 
aijrogation,  rests  the  responsibility  for  our  want 
of  organization  at  tliis  time. 

It  was  declared  here,  as  a  reason  for  the  repeal 
of  that  compromise,  that  it  was  necessary  to  take 
the  question  out  of  Congress.  The  effort  to  take 
it  out  has  been  a  civil  war  in  Kansas,  and  a  sec- 
tional strife  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  the 
country.  Such  is  the  result  of  the  attempt  to 
take  the  question  out  of  Congress;  and  the  restric- 
tion in  Minnesota  and  Oregon  still  remains  a  bone 
•of  coRtention  for  a  future  day.  When  the  repeal 
of  the  Missouri  compromise  was  urged  on  the 
ground  that  it  would  quiet  agitation,  and  take  this 
(luestion  out  of  Congress,  I  declared  on  this  floor 
that— 

**  Those  who  make  this  declaration  with  bo  much  appa- 
rent (bLiccrity  eithor  do  not  understand  the  real  fientiment 
of  the  North,  or  they  ikil  to  comprehend  aright  the  Mpriugs 
of  human  action.  i;$ir,  you  are  rakiiig  open  and  fannins 
into  a  rtamo  coals  which  were  already  amothcrcd,  and,  if 
L>11  nionc,  would  have  buried  themdeivea  forever  in  their 
own  cinders. 

'*  As  an  early  and  constant  friend  ofthii  Administration, 
I  desire  the  defeat  of  thia  bill ;  for  its  poHsace  will,  in  my 
Ju(l<nnent,  injure,  beyond  a  doubt,  an  onti-AdminlHtration 
luujority  in  the  next  Conj^eaa.  As  an  earnest  and  devoted 
frlond  of  the  Democratic  party  to  which  I  have  cheerfully 

given  my  best  eneipes  from  my  earliest  political  action,  I 
csirc  the  defeat  of  this  bill ;  for  its  passa^^e  will  blot  it  out 
04  a  national  organization,  and  leaving  but  a  wreck  in  every 
northern  State,  it  WIU  live  only  in  history.  An  a  lover  of 
peace,  harmony,  and  fraternal  concord  among  the  citizens 
of  the  Confederacy,  and  as  a  devotee  at  the  shrine  of  thif 
UnioiK  with  all  it«  precious  hopes  to  man,  I  desire  the  de- 
Mlt  or  this  biU ;  for  its  passage  will  tear  open  wounds  not 


yet  healed,  Ia9rmte  spirits  already  phrensied,  and  *  the  bond 
of  confidence  '  which  unite:*  the  two  sections  oi'  the  Union 
will  be  rent  asunder,  and  years  of  alienation  and  unkind- 
ness  may  intervene  before  it  can  be  r^tored,  if  over,  to  its 
wonted  teaaciiy  and  strength." 

Sir,  history  has  made  those  remarks  prophetic, 
though  it  was  but  tlie  natural  result  of  that  legis- 
lation. The  responsibility  for  want  of  an  organ- 
ization of  this  House  is  upon  those  who  reopened 
this  agitation.  You  trampled  down  a  fair  arrange- 
ment between  the  twd  sections  of  this  Union;  you 
trampled  on  your  own  plighted  faith,  given  in 
the  conventions  assembledat  Baltimore  in  1852. 
Yet  scarcely  a  year  had  elapsed  before  the  ques- 
tion was  reopened  in  Congress.  Wounds  were 
torn  open  that  had  just  healed;  and  to-day  we 
find  ourselves  in  the  midst  of  this  quasi  revolu- 
tion. On  the  heads,  then,  of  those  who  trampled 
do\vn  these  compacts  of  good  faitli  be  the  rcspons- 
ibihty. 

Sir,  by  the  records  of  votes  here  you  can  prove 
thatnJmost  anybody  is  responsible  for  this  want 
of  organization.  Did  not  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama,  [Mr.  Walker,]  the  first  weeks  of  the 
session,  propose  to  the  Democracy  that  the  two 
parties  unite,  and  elect  a  (what  is  called)  national 
man  Speaker;  and  are  not  the  seventy-four  men 
who  vote  for  Mr.  Richardson  responsible  be- 
cAuse  they  did  not  take  that  proposition  ?  By 
the  same  fine  of  argument  pursued  by  my  frienll 
from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Kocston,]  they  certainly 
are.  But  I  do  not  hold  tJicm  to  any  responsi- 
bility on  su«h  grounds.  Gentlemen  stand  here 
by  tneir  principles.  It  is  said  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Campbell]  could  have  been 
elected,  if  all  the  anti-Nebraska  men  had  voted 
for  him.  For  three  days  Mr.  Bamks  was  within 
three  of  an  election.  If  three  of  those  who  voted 
for  others  had  voted  for  him,  he  would  now  have 
been  the  Speaker.  You  can  transfer  the  respons- 
ibility on  whom  you  please  by  taking  the  votes 
as  they  are  on  the  record,  because  combinations 
could  nave  l^een  made  at  any  time  by  wiiich  an 
election  would  have  been  etfected.  That  result 
could  be  fio^urcd  out  of  tlievote  of  an ti -Nebraska 
men;  and  tne  same  could  be  done  in  the  vote  of 
Democrats  and  Americans.  It  is  not  expected 
that  those  voting  for  Mr.  Richardson  will  change 
their  position,  because  by  doing  so  they  may  o:ain 
a  few  votes.  Nor  should  it  be  expected  that  those 
voting  for  Mr.  Banks  will  change  their  ground, 
because  by  so  doing  they  may  secure  a  few  more 
votes.  Those  of  us  who  were  here  at  the  time 
resisted  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  compromise, 
and  were  opposed  to  reopening  the  slavery  ao^ita- 
tion.  We  were  borne  down  then,  but  our  views 
of  the  justice  of  that  measure  have  not  changed. 
What  was  wrong  when  enacted  never  ceases  with 
ms  to  be  a  wrong. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  desire  to  offer  a  propo- 
sition as  a  substitute  for  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Purviance,] 
unless,  upon  hearing  it  read,  he  should  think 
proper  to  withdraw  his,  and  lot  a  vote  be  taken 
on  mine.  I  do  not  mean  to  speak  in  ita  favor, 
and  therefore  shall  feel  at  liberty  to  call  the  pre- 
vious question.     [Cries  of  **  Tnat's  right !"] 

Mr.  ORR.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  not 
move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.    The|>roposition  which  I 

offer  is  in  these  words: 

Raolved,  That,  on  the  meeting  of  the  House  on  each  day 
until  a  Hpeaker  is  electcA,  the  flrat  bujiinegd  in  order  shall 
be  to  vote  twice  viva  voce  for  Speaker ;  and  that  until  this 
shall  have  been  done  there  shall  be  no  dcb.itc  on  any  pre- 
text whatever;  but  it  phall  be  the  duty  of  the  Clork  lo  call 
to  order  any  member  attempting  to  pp^ak,  unless  tlfe  Honse 
shall  unanimously,  on  the  question  b'ung  put,  i|^  the  first 
place,  by  the  Clerk,  allow  such  niemb^tr  to  proceed  ;  and 
after  asdd  two  votes  shall  have  been  taken,  it  nhall  not  be 
in  order  to  vote  a  third  time  during  that  day's  ses&ion. 

I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  if  he 
will  withdraw  his  resolution,  and  j)ermit  me  to 
offer  this  as  an  independent  proposition  instead 
of  his?  If  he  declines  to  do  that,  I  shall  offer  it 
as  a  substitute  for  his. 

Mr.  PURVIANCE.  I  cannot  consent  to  with- 
draw my  resolution  to  make  way  for  that  one. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Then,  Mr.  Clerk,  I  offer 
mine  as  a  substitute  for  the  gentleman's  proposi- 
tion, and  I  call  for  the  previous  question  on  it. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Kentucky.  I  wciiit  to 
ask  the  gentleman  if  he  wishes,  by  that  resolu- 
tion, to  preclude  a  member  from  explaining  liis 
vote  during  a  ballot  ? 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.    That  is  my  very  object. 


I  wont  to  oblige  gentlemen  to  vote,  and  then  they 
can  spend  twelve  or  twenty  hours  in  debating, 
after  we  have  had  two  votes,  if  they  think  proper 
BO  to  do.  ^  . 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Well,  I  hope  the  House 
will  agree  to  no  such  proposition. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  would  reply  to  ray  friend, 
but  1  am  anxious  to  get  the  reEolution  adopted. 
I  want  those  of  us  who  come  in  here  and  wish  lo 
vote,  to  have  an  opportunity  of  doing  so,  aiid 
then  we  can  be  attending  to  the  business  of  our 
constituents  elsewhere;  while  those  who  thiak 
proper  to  debate  can  romain  here  and  debate.  I 
think  my  proposition  will  facilitate  tlie  votin;:. 
As  it  now  IS,  we  are  not  getting  more  than  two 
votes  a  day,  and  I  believe  we  have  only  had  dim 
vote  a  day  for  some  days  past. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  ask  the  gentleman  to  withdraw 
the  demand  for  the  previous  quostion. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  will  do  so,  if  the  gen- 
tlcmaii  will  renew  it. 

Several  Members.     No,  no. 

^Ir.  ORR.     I  do  not  vv-ant  to  do  that. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Then  I  wiU  not  viih- 
draw  it. 

Mr.  PURVL\NCE.  On  further  consideration, 
I  will  agree  to  accept  *he  gnntleioan'spropoaiuoa 
as  a  substitute  for  my  own. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Then  I  move  the  previous 
quostion  on  it. 

Mr.  EDMUNDSON.    Mr.  Clerk 

The  CLERK.  The  geritleman  from  Vir^inli 
will  remembtr  that  no  debate  is  in  order  penJing 
the  demand  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  EDMUNDSON.  I  do  not  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  debating  the  resolution,  but  to  otT.r  an 
amendment  to  it.  I  move  iO  strike  out  "  twice,' 
and  insert  *'  once,"  so  as  to  provide  for  one  vote 
a  day  instead  of  two.  I  think  one  ballot  a  day 
will  show  if  there  is  any  probabiUiy  of  an  elec- 
tion on  that  day. 

Mr.  CLINGxUAN.  It  does  not  take  longio 
hove  two  vote  s. 

The  CLERK.  The  amendment  is  not  in  order, 
as  the  previous  question  has  been  called. 

Mr.  CAMl'BELL,  of  Ohio.  I  a^k  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina  to  \yithdraw  his  call  f<»r 
the  previous  question,  to  allow  me  to  say  afew 
words 

Mr.'cLINGMAN.  I  will  do  so,  with  the  un- 
derstanding  that  the  gentleman  will  renew  it. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.     Yes.  I  will  renew  iu 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.     Then  I  witlidraw  the  call. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  stated  to  the  House 
yesterday  that  I  desired  an  opportunity  of  meet- 
ing the  charge  which  has  been  made  by  two  dis- 
tinguished gentlemen  from  Georgia,  [Me88rs.STE- 
P1IEN8  and  CoDB,] — by  the  one  yesterday, and  the 
other  some  days  ago — against  tliose  with  whom 
am  acting,  viz:  a  want  of  loyalty  to  the  Coiisuiu- 
tion  and  of  demotion  to  the  Union  of  these  States. 
I  came  here  this  morning  with  the  expectauon  of 
going  into  a  discussion,  to  some  extent,  ofli»« 
principles  upon  which  we  differ,  both  in  referencs 
to  the  quostion  of  slavery  and  Americanism.  ii>« 
debate  which  sprung  up  this  morning  has,  how- 
ever, been  such  that  it  would  be  indolicale  in  nw 
to  ask  the  floor  for  a  purpose  of  that  kind  n<^w. 

I  have  heard  the  compliments  which  have  oeen 
paid  me  by  my  political  opponents,  and  I  *"?    / 
posed  to  attribute  them  rather  to  personal  kin - 
ness  than  to  any  sympathy  with  me  in  my  po 
ical  opinions  upon  those  great  questions, 
that  kindness  I  still  remain  grateful;  but  1  w 
this  to  say,  in  view  of  all  that  has  been  ^^y^"] 
to-day,  to  the  House  and  to  the  country,  i«»^ 
have  not  abated,  one  jot  or  tittle  from  the  p^ 
tion  I  have  always  maintained  in  'y^'j^^ifin- 
slavery;  nor  have  I  abated  one  iota  of  "*^^y 
ciples  of  Americanism  which  I  stand  here 

;  views 


at  any  proper  time  to  maintain. 

Mr.  Clerk.  I  do  not  intend  to  intru^^,"''^^-  ^^ 
upon  the  House  at  any  time  when  g*^""/'f!:.oper 
indisposed  to  hear  me;  but  whenever  ^^f  J    to- 

,time  shall  have  arrived [Voices.        .iLon 

morro^ ! »']    Well,  to-morrow,  if  i^^'J  "^  j  si.all 
passes,  after  the  votes  have  been  ^^H^"*  /-both 
take  occasion  to  po  into  a  full  discussion  o^^^^^ 
these  great  questions.     I  now  renew  tu^ 
for  the  pr^njous  question.  ,         .1.-  wen- 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.    I  hope  me  b 
tleman  will  not  insist  upon  that  motion.        ,  ^ 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    It  is  under  the  contro 
the  gentleman  from  North  CaroUw*- 
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Mr.  COBB.  1  have  but  a  simple  guggestion  to 
make. 

The  CLERK.  The  yeas  and  nays  having  been 
ordered,  all  debate  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  wish  to  make  a  suggestion  which 
I  believe  the  House  would  adopt  with  unanimity. 
It  is  to  striKe  out  the  last  part  of  the  resolution, 
and  so  let  it  stand  that  there  shall  be  two  votes 
taken  when  we  first  meet;  and  then  let  the  House 
be  at  liberty  to  go  on  and  vote  afterwards  if  it 
shall  think  proper  to  do  so.  If  the  gentleman 
will  strike  out  tne  latter  pari  of  his  resolution,  I 
will  support  it. 

Mr.  OkR.  With  a  view  of  enabling  the  friends 
of  the  resolution  to  fix  it  up  to  suit  themselves, 
I  move  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  BARCLAY  cdlcd  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Barclay, 
and  Oliver  of  New  York,  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  tne  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  91,  noes  33. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  thereupon 
^At  hzdf  past  three  o'clock,  p.  m.)  the  House  ad- 
journed till  to-morrow,  at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

•  Saturday,  January  19, 1856. 

The  House  was  called  to  order  by  the  Clerk  at 
twelve  o'clock,  m. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

LIMIT  OF  DEBATE. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Is  the  resokition  I  offered 
yesterday  evening  still  pending,  or  did  it  fall  with 
the  adjournment? 

The  CLERK.     It  fell  with  the  adjoumfhent. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  So  I  supposed.  1  will 
then  offer  another  in  its  place,  which  I  prefer  to 
that.  But  if  it  is  not  satisfactory  to  the  House, 
I  hope  it  will  be  amended  so  as  to  make  it  so.  j 
iend  it  to  the  Clerk's  desk,  and  ask  ta  have  it 
read.  ^ 

The  resolution  was  read,  as  follows: 

Regolvedf  Thit  until  a  Speaker  shall  have  been  elected, 
no  debate  on  any  subject,  or  under  the  form  of  pprsonal 
explanation,  or  on  any  other  pretext  whatever,  phall  be  in 
order :  and  any  member  attempting  to  !«peak  shall  be  held 
out  of  order,  unle^  tbe  unanimou.4  cone^ent  of  the  Ilou^e 
•hall  have  been  first  hod,  the  question  having  been  submit- 
ted by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  My  object  is  to  put  tlie 
resolution  in  such  shape  as  shall  eiscertain  exactly 
the  position  the  House  intends  to  assume.  I 
thinK  the  House  is  rapidly  degenerating — if  it 
-has  not  already — into  a  mere  political  debating 
•ocicty.  I  desire,  therefore,  that,  if  we  are  to 
come  here  and  vote  at  all,  wc  may  do  it  quietly; 
or,  if  the  House  will  not  agree  to  that,  then  I 
hope  we  shall  have  no  voting  at  all  for  such  a 
length  of  time  as  the  House  shall  see  fit  to  fix. 
I  believe  that  if  you  were  to  adopt  such  a  propo- 
sition as  that,  tlie  members  would  go  to  the  De- 
partments and  attend  to  the  business  of  their 
constituents  there  or  somewhere  else,  and  that 
only  a  dozen  gentlemen,  or  some  small  number, 
would  attend,  as  usually  happens  when  the  House 
holds  night  sessions  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
for  the  purpose  of  debate  exclusively.  As  it  is 
now,  we  are  obli^d  to  come  here  every  day,  and 
contimie  here  waiting  for  a  call  of  the  roll  to  vote, 
when  it  generally  happens  that  we  do  not  take 
more  than  one  vote  i^  a  day,  or,  as  was  the  fact 
yesterday,  none  at  alC 

Now  I  admit  that  I  have  been  a  little  to  blame 
in  this  matter,  though  I  have  not  spoken  near  as 
frequently  as  some  other  gentlemen;  but,  sir,  I 
do  not  thmk  these  debates  are  profitable  either 
to  the  House  or  the  country,  because  we  have  no 
subiect  regularly  before  us.  Now,  if  you  were 
to  do  as  other  debating  societies  do — select  some 
important  subject  and  debate  it  pro  and  con, — from 
the  ability  that  has  been  manifested  in  these 
irregular  aiscussions  that  have  taken  place,  I  have 
no  doubt  that  the  country  might  be  much  enlight- 
ened and  edified  by  them.  Heretofore,  we  have 
been  debating  without  any  question  whatever 
before  us,  and  although  much  talent  has  been 
displayed,  much  eloquence  exhibited,  still  I  think 
it  has  been  to  a  great  extent  wasted.  We  should 
have  spoken  much  better  if  we  had  had  some- 
thing regularly  before  us  to  talk  about.  Of  course, 
when  some  gontleman  rises  and  attacks  the  opin- 
ions or  votes  of  others,  it  becomes  almost  a  mat- 
ter of  necessity  that  they  should  participate;  but 


I  think  ft  would  be  much  better  if  this  debate 
were  either  prohibited  altogether,  or  confined 
within  some  established  limits,  during  which  no 
voting  should  occur. 

Mr.  ORR.  Will  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  allow  me  to  askliim  a  question? 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.    With  pleasure. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  would  like  to  know  of  my  friend 
from  North  Carolina,  if  he  supposes  the  voting 
we  have  had  here  has  come  any  nearer  to  produc- 
ing any  definite  result  than  the  speaking  ?  My 
own  impression  is,  th£(t  speaking  here  is  more 
likely  to  produce  an  election  thim  voting. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  will  answer  the  gentle- 
man 's  question  with  pleasure.  I  tliink  that  voting 
ciuictly  would  be  much  more  likely  to  produce 
tnat  result  than  speaking,  because  the  facts  in  the 
past  show  that  the  debates  we  have  had  here  have 
increased  the  difficulties,  rather  than  relieved  them. 
My  own  opinion  is,  that  if  we  had  come  here  and 
voted  steadily  and  quietly  for  ten  days,  with- 
out any  debate  at  all,  we  should  have  elected  a 
Speaker  in  that  time;  but  gentlemen  have  spoken 
upon  whatever  might  be  upon  their  minds,  with- 
out anything  before  the  House,  and  the  debate 
has  excited  just  interest  enough  to  keep  it  going. 
If  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  thinks  that 
free  and  unlimited  debate  will  produce  that  re- 
sult, though  I  do  not  agree  witn  him,  yet  I  am 
willing  to  try  the  experiment.  Let  us  try  voting 
quietly  and  steadily  for  a  few  days,  say  for  a 
week,  and  if  there  is  no  likelihood  of  bringing 
about  any  result,  then  I  am  willing  to  try  the 
experiment  of  discussion. 

Why,  sir,  during  the  whole  of  the  day  yesterday 
we  did  not  have  a  single  vote.  Whether  the  coun- 
try was  enlightened  and  edified  by  the  discussion 
that  took  place,  I  leave  other  gentlemen  to  judge. 
But,  sir,  I  desire  now  to  try  voting.  That  is  Uie 
business  in  order,  for,  of  course,  the  organization 
of  the  House  is  the  business  in  order.  Neverthe- 
less, if  we  cannot  have  that,  let  us  have  debate 
without  limit,  and  debate  only.  If  the  proposition 
I  have  offered,  or  a  similar  proposition,  cannot 
be  ndopted,  then  if  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  will  offer  a  proposition  that  will  produce 
a  result  such  as  he  has  indicated,  I  will  vote  for 
it,  and  wc  shall  then  stand  before  the  country,  a 
body  of  men  who  are  not.capable  of  organization 
or  of  doing  the  high  duties  the  Constitution 
devolves  on  them,  but  who  are  only  capable  of 
forming  themseijVes  into  a  debating  society  like 
so  many  schoolboys,  as  is  their  custom  on  Sat- 
urday evening,  after  having  closed  up  the  business 
of  the  week,  when  they  assemble  together  and 
discuss  some  question  that  has  been  selected. 
But,  sir,  I  want  the  position  of  the  House  to  be  | 
distinctly  defined.  Let  us  try  voting,  and  if  it 
is  found  that  we  can  effect  nothing  by  it,  then  let 
the  country  understand  what  we  really  are.  But 
I  will  not  trouble  the  House  longer  with  my 
remarks.  I  submit  the  resolution  to  the  House, 
and,  as  I  have  offered  some  remarks  on  it  myself, 
I  will  not  coll  the  previous  question. 

'Mr.  READY.  I  am  opposed  to  the  passage 
of  the  resolution  submitted  by  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina.  While  I  am  as  much  opposed 
to  any  unnecessary  consumption  of  the  public 
time,  I  cannot  see  any  possible  result  that  will 
be  likely  to  follow  from  the  passaffe  of  such  a 
resolution.  Now,  sir,  we  have  had  in  operation 
for  weeks  a  resolution  limiting  debate  to  ten  min- 
utes, and  yet  every  day  has  shown,  by  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  is  administered,  the  utter  inutility 
of  the  adoption  of  any  such  rule.  A  gentleman 
rises  and  addresses  the  House  until  his  ten  min- 
utes have  expired,  and  then  he  is  allowed  to  go 
on  and  occupy  an  hour's  time,  just  as  if  no  such 
resolution  existed. 

Now,  what  is  there  to  prevent  the  same  course 
being  pursued  if  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Clikgman]  be  adopted? 
It  will  be  within  the  power  of  the  House  to  grant 
an  indulgence  to  any  gentleman  who  asks  is  and 
you  will  have  this  spectacle  presented:  certain 
gentlemen,  who  may  nave  the  ability  to  interest 
the  House,  and  more  claim,  perhaps,  on  the  ears 
of  members  than  any  other,  will  obtain  an  indul- 
g(^ice,  while  other  gentlemen,  who  feel  that  they 
have  as  great  rights  as  anyjaody  else — as  gentle- 
men who  may  happen  to  be  favorites — will  not 
obtain  that  indulgence,  and  be  cut  off  entirely. 
That  has  been  the  operation  of  the  rule,  as  all 
gentleman  very  well  know. 


Mr.  CLINGMAN.  The  genUeman  will  aflow 
me  to  make  this  suggestion:  If  ray  resolution  is 
adopted,  it  will  then  be  in  his  power,  and  indeed 
become  his  duty,  to  object  to  any  member  sp^- 
ing  unless  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  READY.  That  is  precisely  the  case  nov 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.    No,  sir. 

Mr.  READY.  And  yet  conisent  is  obtained 
here  every  day,  and  every  hour  of  the  day,  when 
we  are  in  session.  ' 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  will  8u^:e8t  this:  The 
Question  to  allow  a  member  to  proceed  beyond 
tne  ten  minutes  is  decided  by  a  majority  of  the 
House.  A  single  member  objects,  and  it  is  put 
to  the  House,  and  only  granted  by  a  roajonty 
vote.  If  my  resolution  is  not  in  the  proper  form, 
I  trust  that  the  gentleman  will  suggest  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  REIADY.  A  majority  would  always  wt 
aside  such  a  rule.  It  would  be  set  aside  by  the 
same  majority  that  adopted  it;  they  could  rescind 
or  suspend  it.  I  am  by  no  means  sure  that  the  time 
which  has  been  occupied  in  discussion  from  day  to 
day  has  been  thrown  away;  although  I  admit  that 
there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  time  consumed.  I 
am  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  much  useful  in* 
formation  has  been  elicited  by  it.  It  will  go  forth 
to  the  country,  and  the  country  will  be  enlight- 
ened on  subjects  on  which  they  lacked  informa- 
tion. There  is  a  responsibility  somewhere  for  a 
failure  to  organize  this  House.  Much  of  the  dis- 
cussion has  been  directed  to  that  point,  and  I  think 
that  it  ifl  important  that  the  country  should  know 
where  that  responsibility  ought  to  rest.  Thwe 
discussions  will  enable  tlie  country  to  plaae  the 
responsibility  where  it  belongs;  and  I  am  by  no 
means  sure,  therefore,  that  much  good  has  not 
been  done  by  the  discussions  which  we  have  had. 

I  will  say,  further,  that  I  am  strongly  inclined 
to  believe,  that  if  all  restriction  was  remored,  and 
the  gentlemen  who  are  disposed  to  discuss  the 
various  questions  which  spring  up  here  on  thi 
spur  of  the  occasion  tire  permitted  to  discuss 
tnem  ad  libUum  for  three  or  rbur  days— orawefk, 
if  you  choose — there  would  be  more  disposiuon 
then  to  vote  and  to  continue  to  vote.  We  would 
then,  perhaps,  have  elicited  all  the  informauon 
which  may  be  desired  by  individual  members, 
and  which  they  may  suppose  that  it  is  "^^^*JJ*2 
for  the  country  to  have.  They  then  would  be 
more  disposed  to  sit  quietly,  and  vote  hoar  after 
hour  anci  day  after  day  until  an  election  ^"*"* 
I  would  like  to  see  that  experiment  ined  for 
once.  If  it  fails,  I  shall  then  be  in  favor  of 
adopting  the  resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina.  #    ni  v 

I  have  not  made  these  remarks,  Mr.  ClerK, 
because  I  desired  to  occupy  the  time;  every  gen- 
tleman here  knows  that  I  have  evinced  no  sucn 
disposition.  I  desire,  above  all  other  things,  to 
see  an  organization,  and  a  speedy  organixation, 
and  with  as  little  unnecessary  consunfpuon  oi 
time  as  anybody  else.  I  express  my  <^^Vy^^ 
that  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  i>orifl 
Carolina  [Mr.  Clingman]  will  result  in  notnin? 
beneficial,  and  will  serve  only  to  ctit  off  some  ge - 
tlemen  from  expressing  their  sentiments  on  qu? 
tions  as  they  arise,  while  others,  who  are  more 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  rules,  «ja  w 
greater  tact  in  obtaining  and  ^^^P^"f  /  Voiwe 
will  be  enabled  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  no^^^ 
just  as  they  have  done  neretofore.  I  °^"^VL  ^^ 
the  public  interest  is  not  to  be  advanced  oy 
adoption  of  the  resolution.  ,         ^^  m 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  PrjP^oJI, 
amend  the  resolution  now  under  ^o".  .JJl-ajl 
so  that  it  will  preclude  all  debate  during  ifte«J 
of  the  roll;  and  put  it  out  of  the  power  oi»»' 
jority  of  the  House  to  suspend  the  ope»"on^. 
the  ten-minute  rule.  I  confess  I  do  d®^  j  ^^p. 
stand  my  friend's  resolution  as  he  does.  ^^ 
posed  that  the  ten-minute  rule  was  ^^V^t^a 
effective,  unless  unanimous  consent  was  t^^^^^ 
for  an  individual  to  go  beyond  that  t''"^.'  j  ej^ja 
be  its  effect,  then  I  shaU  go  with  "^rj^fl.htiti 
North  Carolina  so  far  as  to  cat  on  w*  .  ^^^ 
during  the  call  of  the  roll,  and  put  it  ^"'^jthe 
power  of  a  majority  of  the  House  to  ^'^ji^maD 
ten-minute  rule  in  order  to  allow  ^'{'fj^^u^  that 
to  occupy  the  floor  for  a  longer  pcrioa 
time.  . .   ^^(AM 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  agree  ^»"^.r^L  ahali 
fVom  Alabama;  I  prefer  that  hi»  proP^'*"  cftn»<'' 
be  adopted,  rather  than  aothing-    ^'  ^ 
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Stop  all  debate,  then  I  hope  we  will  stop  it  during 
the  call  of  the  roll,  and  limit  it  to  ten  mmutcsr  If 
his  amendment  is  adopted,  I  will  vote  for  the 
proposition  as  amendeu. 

Mr.  HOUSTON. » I  do  not  think  that  it  is 
altogether  easy  to  preclude  ourselves  from  all 
debate.  It  may  be  that  some  point  will  spring  up 
that  will  demand  a  fair  and  candid  examination. 
1  believe  that  if  the  ten-minute  rule  be  adhered 
to,  it  will  be  restriction  enough.  Of  course  I 
include  prevention  of  all  debate  during  the  call 
of  the  roll,  which  has  been  the  great  evil,  and  of 
which  there  is  so  much  complaint.  If  this  be 
done,  I  think  that  we  will  progress  rapidly.  I 
now  call  for  the  previous  question,  if  it  does  not 
cut  off  my  amendment. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Kentucky.  I  would  ask 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama  whether  the  propo- 
sition would  cut  off  my  friend  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Campbell!  from  a  reply  to  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  [Mr.  Stephens,]  which  he  said  that  he 
would  not  make  until  that  gentleman  was  present? 

The  CLERK.  The  previous  question  cuts  off 
all  debate 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  If  the  gentleman 
will  allow  me,  I  desire  to  say  a  few  words.  I 
have  no  particular  anxiety  to  address  the  House 
at  this  time,  or  at  any  other  time,  when  it  will  re- 
tard the  progress  of  the  business  of  the  House. 
Besides  that,  I  do  not  wish  to  address  it  in  the 
absence  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Ste- 
PHBKs,]  and  particularly  as  the  remarks  made  by 
him  the  other  day  have  not  yet  been  publishca. 
The  gentleman  informed  me  last  evening  that  he 
was  indisposed,  and  would  probably  be  iu)sent  to- 
day, and!  have,  therefore,  no  desire  to  address 
the  House  to-day. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  accept  the  suggestion 
of  the  ffentleman  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Houston,] 
and  ofl^r  the  following  as  a  modified  proposition: 

Retolvedy  That  during  the  call  of  the  roll  no  debate  or 
penional  erplanation  shall  be  in  order,  and  this  ntHfi  and  the 
ten-minnte  role  shall  not  be  sospended,  except  by  the  unan- 
imooB  consent  of  the  House. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  am  satisfied  with  thAt  reso- 
lation,  and  call  for  the  previous  question  upon  it. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.    I  second  it. 

Mr.  LEITER.  I  ask  the  gentleman  to  with- 
draw the  call  for  th^  previous  question. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  dislike  to  seem  to  be  ob- 
stinate, and  especially  to  my  friend  from  Ohio, 
but  I  desire  that  we  snail  take  a  few  ballots,  and, 
with  a  view  to  cut  off  debate,  I  insist  upon  the 
previous  ouestion. 

Mr.  ORil.  Do  I  understand  that  the  gentleman 
Arom  North  Carolina  accepts  the  amendment? 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Yes,  I  accept  it;  but  if 
this  resolution  is  adopted,  and  any  gentleman 
offers  ^e  other  proposition,  I  will  vote  for  that 
too. 

Mr.  ORR.  Well,  I  am  willing  to  go  for  the 
resolution  in  its  present  shape. 

Mr.  SNEED.  I  ask  that  the  resolution  may 
be  read  in  the  form  in  which  it  now  stands. 

The  Clbrk  read  the  resolution  as  modified  by 
Mr.  Houston  and  accepted  by  Mr.  Clinoman. 

The  main  question  was  then  ordered  to  be  put, 
and  being  put,  **  Shall  the  resolution  be  adopt- 
ed?" it  was  decided  in  the  afiirmative. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 
VOTE  FOR  SPEAKER. 

The  House  tlien  proceeded  to  vote  the  one  hun- 
dred and  seventeenth  time  for  Speaker,  with  the 
following  result:  Whole  number  of  votes  cast, 
202;  necessary  to  a  choice,  102;  of  which — 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks  received.... 94 

William  A.  Richardson 69 

Henry  M.  Fuller 31 

Alexander  C  M.  Pennington 3 

LewisO.  Campbell 3 

Gilchrist  Porter 1 

£liS.  Shorter 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

Ibr  Jtfr.  Banka—Mewn.  Albright,  Allinon,  Henry  Bennett, 
Bennon,  BiUin^urst,  Bingham,  Bishop,  Blif^,  BrntUhaw, 
Brcnton,  Buffiiigton,  BurTingame,  Jame^  II.  Campbell, 
Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Chaffee,  Colfhx,  Coming,  Cragin,  Cum- 
lNick,/>amrell,  Timothy  Davifl,  Day,  Dean,  De  Witt,  Dick, 
Pickaon,  Dodd,  Dtirfee,  Edie,  Emrie,  Oiddings,  Gilbert, 
Granger,  Grow.  Harlan.  Holloway,  Thomas  R.  Horton, 
Talentine  B.  Horton,  Howard,  Hughston,  Kclsey,  King, 
Knapp,  Knight.  Knowlton,  Knox,  Kunkel,  Loitor,  Mace, 
Matteson,  McCarty,  Mcacliam,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Mott, 
Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Pcarce,  Pelton, 
PettitfPike,  Pringle,  Purviance,  Ritchie,  Bobbins,  Roberts, 
flaMB)  Sage,  8app,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Spfaner,  Stanton, 


Stranahan,  Tappan,  Thorington,  Thurston,  Todd,  Trafton, 
Wade,  Wakeman,  Walbri(%e,  Waldron,  Cadwalader  C. 
WaflhDume,  Ellibu  B.  Wa«nbiime,  Israel  Waiihburn, 
Watson,  Welch.  Wood,  Woodruff,  and  Woodworth. 

For  Mr.  RtcAorrffon— Messrs.  Aiken,  ~AMen,  Barclay, 
Barksdale,  Bell,  Hendley  8.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie, 
Boyce,  Branch,  Bnmett,  Cadwalader,  Caruthers,Clin^man, 
Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W*  Cobb,  Craige,  Davidson, 
Dowdcll,  Edmundson,  ElUott,£ngtish,  Faulkner,  Florence, 
Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode,  Greenwood,  AugtiMus  Hall, 
Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomas  ii.  Harris,  Herbert,  Hickman, 
Houston,  Jewett,  George  W.  Jones,  J.  Clancy  Jones,  Kelly, 
Kidwelly  Letcher,  Lumpkin,  Samuel  S.  Marshall,  Maxwell, 
McMullm,  McQueen,  Smith  Miller. Millson,  Mordecai  Oli- 
ver, Orr,  Peck,  Phelps,  Powell,  Quitman,  Rartin,  Rust, 
Sandidge,  Savage,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  Smith,  Stew- 
art, -Talbott,  Taylor,  VaiL  Warner,  Watkins,  Wells^  Wil- 
liams, Winslow,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  and  John  V.  Wnglit. 

ForMr.FuUer — Messrs.  Brooni,  John  P.  Campbell,  Car- 
lile.  Cox,  Cullen,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Etheridge,  Gustis, 
Evans,  Foster,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Hoffman,  Keunett, 
Lake,  Lindley,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Alexander  K.  Mar- 
shall. Paine,  Porter,  Ready,  Ricaud,  Rivers,  William  R. 
Smith,  Sneed,  Swope,  Trippe,  Underwood,  Valk,  Walker, 
Whitney,  and  ZoUiconer. 

For  Mr,  Femtin^on — Meson.  Harrison,  Haven,  and 
Moore. 

For  Mr*  CktrnpteU^Meesn.  Dunn,  Edwards,  and  Scott. 

Fbr  Mr.  Porter— Mr.  Henry  M.  Fuller. 

J^r  Jtfr.  Shorter — Mr.  Richardson. 

Pending  the  call  of  the  roll  on  the  above  vote, 

Mr.  HERBERT  stated  that  his  colleague,  Mr. 
Denver,  hndpaired  off  with  Mr.  Galloway. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia,  (after  the  result  was 
announced,)  srtid  that  Mr.  Wheeler  had  left 
the  city,  and  had  requested  him  to  state  to  the 
House  that  he  had  paired  off  until  Wednesday 
next  with  Mr.  Ball. 

Mr.  aUITMAN.  I  intended  yesterday  to  take 
the  floor  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  few  remarks 
in  reply  to  those  which  fell  from  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Grow,]  who  last  spoke 
upon  the  sumect  of  the  responsibility  of  the  several 

Earties  for  tne  failure  of  this  House  to  organize; 
ut  I  refrained  from  doing  so  in  the  hope  that  some 
other  gentleman  would  nave  done  it.  But,  there 
were  some  expressions  that  fell  from  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  in  the  few  eloouont  remarks 
tliat  he  made  to  the  House,  which  1  think  it  ray 
duty  to  animadvert  upon.  He  traces  the  cause 
of  the  failure  of  this  House  to  effect  an  organiza- 
tion, not  to  what  has  occurred  during  the  present 
session,  but  he  goes  back  to  the  passage  of  the 
Kansas-Nebraska  bill  as  the  cause  of  the  hostile 
feeling  between  the  different  sections  of  the  Union 
which  to-day  produces  the  disorganization  of  this 
House. 

The  gentleman  does  not  go  far  enough  back. 
Is  it,  sir,  the  passage  of  that  bill  which  has  ^ivon 
to  all  portions  of  this  country  their  equal  rights 
in  this  Confederacy — is  it  the  passage  of  that 
bill  which  has  produced  this  state  of  feeling  be- 
tween the  different  sections  of  the  country  ?  If 
it  is,  then  the  gentlemen  who  concur  with  him 
have  taken  the  bold  position  that  they  will  deny- 
to  a  large  portion  of  this  country  their  common, 
^qual,  constitutional  rights.  If  this  is  the  po- 
sition gentlemen  occupy,  we  from  the  minority 
section  of  the  Union  would  bo  glad  to  know 
it.  But,  sir,  what  is  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill  ? 
What  is  it  but  a  recognition  of  the  principles 
which  underlie  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States? — the  right  of  all  the  States  in  their  Fed- 
eral capacity,  and  the  rights  of  the  citizens  of 
the  respective  States  to  an  equal  participation  in 
a  country  which  was  acquired  by  their  common 
blood  and  treasure — noteless  by  that  of  the 
people  of  the  South  than  that  of  the  people  of  the 
North. 

But  gentlemen  are  mistaken.  They  do  not 
travel  wick  to  the  sources  of  that  angrj'  feeling 
which  exists  between  the  different  sections  of  the 
Union,  when  they  stop  at  the  passage  of  the  Ne- 
braska bill  by  the  last  Congress.  That  was  not 
the  cause  of  that  hostility  of  feeling  which  now 
prevents  the  organization  of  this  House.  That 
was  not  the  original  cause  why,  at  the  present 
time,  we  find  the  two  sections  of  the  country 
arrayed  against  one  another.  I  will  tell  gentlemen 
what  the  cause  is.  The  cause  has  operated  for 
more  than  a  year.  It  made  its  appearance  on 
this  floor  in  1619,  and  was  only  quieted  for  a 
time  by  the  compromise  of  1820.  It  broke  out 
afresh  in  1835.  It  is  to  be  found  in  that  spirit 
of  aggression  upon  the  institutions  of  the  South 
which  comes  from  a  portion  of  that  section  of 
the  country  which  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Grow] 
re])re8ents.  The  South  has  ever  stood  by  the 
guarantees  of  the  Constitution;  she  has  adnered 
Siithfully  to  the  system  of  government  under 


which  we  live.  She  has  nevej  undertaken  to 
make  ahy  encroachment  upon  any  State  rig;ht8, 
or  upon  any  individual  rights  of  the  citizenis  of 
the  North.  Not  so  with  the  North.  'Upon  the 
application  of  Missouri  for  admission  into  the 
Union  in  1819,  she  evinced  her  disposition  to 
exercise  her  political^  powers  to  prevent  the  in- 
crease of  slaveholding  States,  ana  to  deprive  ^e 
South  of  her  just  rights  to  a  participation  in  all 
the  benefits  of  the  Union.  The  political  strife 
which  grew  out  of  that  controversy  threatened 
the  dissolution  of  the  Union.  It  resulted  in  a 
compromise  unjust  to  the  South,  but  which  she 
was  compelled  to  accent.  The  result  of  that 
struggle,  thus  terminatea,  quelled  agitation  for  a 
time.  It  soon  rose  again  with  fearful  violence, 
and  has  been  continued  ever  since. 

But  the  gentleman  traces  back  the  cause  of  this 
sectional  hostility  one  year  only,  hei  me  tell 
him  that,  twenty  years  ago,  when  I  had  the  honor 
to  send  in  an  executive  message  to  the  Legislature 
of  Mississippi,  I  deemed  it  proper  to  call  the 
attention  of  tne  Legislature  of  that  State  to  the 
aggressive '  movements  in  the  northern  States. 
Could  I  have  procured  that  document,  I  would 
have  read  extracts  from  it  to  show  the  truth  of 
my  remarks.  The  South  has  ever  since  com- 
plained of  this  intermeddling  of  the  Nordi  with 
ner  institutions.  Yet  it  has  continued  without 
intermission;  it  is  the  agitation  which  that  gen- 
tleman, and  those  who  cooperate  with  him,  has 
raised  that  has  produced  this  feeling  between  the 
different  sections  of  this  country,  and  not  the 
passage  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill;  that  was 
the  result,  not  the  cause.  It  is  not  because  the 
Kansas-Nebraska  bill  has  taken  away  a  single 
right  from  the  North,  but  it  is  because  it  has 
performed  a  constitutional  duty  to  the  South;  be- 
cause it  has  given  to  the  South  the  same  rights 
which  we  acknowledge  are  possessed  by  the  peo- 
ple of  the  North.  Let  the  gentleman,  then,  when 
ne  attempts  to  trace  causes,  go  back  to  the  sources 
of  this  state  of  feeling,  and  he  will  find  that  it  is 
upon  you,  northern  men,  the  responsibility  of 
tliis  state  of  things  lies — ^upon  you,  who  nave 
stirred  up  this  sectional  agitation,  you  who  seek 
to  deprive  sovereign  States  of  their  federal  and 
constitutional  rights.  When  you  attempt,  then, 
to  trace  it  back,  ^o  to  its  true  source.  In  tne  future 
of  our  country,  if  it  should  hffppen  that  the  glori- 
ous system  which  our  fathers  have  transmitted  to 
JUS  should  fall  and  tumble  into  ruin,  the  verdict 
of  postei-ity  and  history  will  be  to  condemn  the 
agitators  of  the  slavery  question  as  traitors  to 
the  Constitution  and  to  tne  cc|ual  constitutional 
rights  of  a  portion  of  this  Union.  There,  sir,  I 
trace  it,  ana  there  posterity  \v\\\  trace  it,  and  will 
not  impute  it  to  the  action  of  the  lost  Congress  in 
doing  what  was  nothing  but  mere  justice  to  the 
South. 

Gknllemcn  tell  us  here,  graciously,  that  they 
are  not  disposed  to  invade  our  rights  of  property 
within  the  States.  I  do  not  thank  them  for  that. 
Let  me  tell  them  here  on  this  floor — though  my- 
self bom  north  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line — that 
that  is  not  all  we  desire.  No,  sir;  we  desire 
more.  We  desjre  the  common  benefits  of  this 
system  of  Gt)vemment.  We  are  not  content  that 
tnat  great  interest,  whose  existence  in  our  section 
of  the  country  has  constituted  so  imptirtant  an 
element  of  your  prosperity  as  well  as  of  ours — 
that  system  which  God  in  his  infinite  wisdom 
has  permitted  to  be  built  up  in  our  country  to 
promote,  foster,  and  cawy  forward  its  great  des- 
tiny— should  meet  a  mere  tolerance  at  your  hands 
in  the  States  in  which  it  exists.  No,  sir;  we 
would  be  craven,  we  would  be  traitors  to  our 
constitutional  rights,  if  we  did  not  ask  of*you 
what  we  have  a  right  to  demand — the  benefits 
of  the  great  system  of  government  which  your 
fathers  and  our  fathers  established.  We  demand 
it.  We  demand  its  benefits  as  well  for  our  prop- 
erty as  for  yours,  within  the  legitimate  sphere  of 
its  action.  We  will  not  be  content,  we  ought 
not  to  be  content,  with  anything  less.  We  are 
willing  to  meet  you  here  as  independent  and  pa- 
triotic men,  and  stand  as  equals  upon  a  level,  face 
to  face  and  eye  to  eye;  but  we  do  not  intend  that 
you  shall  be  our  superiors — that  you  shall  reap 
all  the  advantages  of  our  common  Government. 
We  want  its  benefits  also,  and  we  insist  upon  them. 
You  deprive  us  of  most  of  our  constitutional 
rights  when  you  refuse  to'us  all  and  every  of  the 
1  blessings  which  those  institutions  were  intended 
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to  secure  to  lUI  the  citizens  of  every  State.  Do 
not  be  mistaken;  let  not  gentlemen  deceive  them- 
selves with  the  idea  that  we  are  asking  from  their 
bounty  mere  tolerance  of  our  institutions  in  the 
States.  Wedcmand  all  our  constitutional  rights — 
I  say,  we  demand  them.  [Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  GROW.  The  gentleman  from  Mississippi 
[Mr.  doiTMAv]  complains  of  remarks  made  by 
me  yesterday,  and  refers  the  agitation  whicn 
exists  in  the  country  at  the  pres^it  moment  back 
to  the  year  1835,  instead  of  to  the  repeal  of  the 
Missouri  compromise.  In  1819,  gentlemen  say. 
Very  well.  Sir,  whether  your  Missfouri  compro- 
mise was  constitutional  or  not — whether  or  not  it 
was  a  violation  of  your  constitutional  riffhis  under 
this  Government — your  fathers  agreed  with  our 
fathers,  on  the  6th  of  March,  r«;20,^that  they 
would  give.up  that  constitutional  right — if  they 
had  it — and  tliat  slavery  should  be  forever  after 
excluded  from  the  territory  north  of  the  line  36^ 
30'.  Of  the  one  hundred  and  three  gentlemen  who 
then  represented  the  South  in  this  House  and  in 
the  Senate,  but  forty-six  voted  against  this  line. 
Among  the  number  who  sustained  it  was  your 
own  immortal  Clay.  He  declared  in  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States,  in  1850,  "that  a  majority  of 
southern  members  sustained  that  wrong — himself 
among  the  number."  Whether  its  passage  was 
or  was  not  a  violation  of  a  constitutional  right,  it 
was  **  a  fair  bargain,'*  and  good  faith  required 
that  it  should  be  observed.  By  it  you  consented 
voluntarily  to  relinquish  all  right  to  carry  slavery 
north  of  the  line  of  36*  30';  and  after  availing 
yourselves  of  all  the  advantages  securfcd  by  that 
arrangement  to  you,  after  converting  every  foot 
of  territory  south  of  that  line  into  slave  territory, 
you  came  here,  and  by  force  of  numbers  struck 
down  that  bargain  which  your  fathers  made,  and 
which  was  rchgiously  observed  for  over  a  third 
of  a  century. 

Mr.  atJlTMAN.  Do  you  assert  that  Mr. 
Clay  voted  for  the  Missouri  compromise  line? 

Mr.  GROW.  I  do  assert  that  Mr.  Clay  says 
he  voted  for  the  line  of  36©  30*. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Illinois.  He  never  did  say 
•o. 

Mr.  GROW.  And  that  a  majority  of  southern 
members  in  the  House  and  in  the  Senate  voted 
for  it.  "^  . 

Mr.  BOWIE.  Mr.  Clay  hai^ stated  that  he  did 
not  vote  for  that  line;  he  was  not  present,  but  he 
thought  that  if  he  had  been  he  w«uld  very  likely 
have  done  so. 

Mr.  GROW.  I  refer  to  a  speech  made  by  Mr. 
Clay  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  on  the 
6th  of  March,  1850,  in  which  he  says,  that 
**  among  those  who  agreed  to  that  line  were  a 
majority  of  southern  members,**  and  that  **  I  have 
no  earthly  doubt  that  I  voted  in  common  with 
my  other  south«»m  friends  for  the  adoption  of 
the  line  of  360  30'. '»  That  is  the  language  of  Mr. 
Clay,  in  1850,  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
Ana,  although  he  cannot  speak  to-day  with  living 
voice,  he  doos  speak  through  the  records  of  his 
country;  and  I  trust  that  no  man  will  stand  here 
to  contradict  his  own  declaration. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  Will  the  gentleman  allow  me 
to  interrupt  him? 

Mr.  GROW.    No,  I  cannot  now. 

Mr  HARRIS.  The  gentleman  dares  a  contra- 
diction of  the  statement  that  Mr.  Clay  voted  for 
the  line  of  30^  30'.  1  wish  to  furnisn  a  contra- 
diction. • 

Mr.  GROW.  You  may  do  so  when  I  get 
through. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  You  challenge  a  contradiction, 
and  I  wish  to  make  it. 

Mr.  GROW.  No,  sir,  I  only  refer  to  the  record. 
One  word  now  in  reply  to  the  chai^  of  northern 
aggressions  upon  the  South,  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Quitman,]  for  wiiom 
I  entertain  the  kindest  feelings;  and  the  remarks 
I  may  make  I  trust  will  not  be  considered  as  in 
any  way  reflecting  personally  upon  any  south- 
ern man.  We  expect  men  coming  here — reared 
under  the  influences  which  surround  them — 
impressed  with  the  influences  of  the  society  in 
which  they  live — to  hold  views  upon  slavery  dif- 
fering from  ours.  With  that  we  find  no  fault; 
but  we  claim  the  right  to  hold  the  sentiments 
inculcated  by  the  education  of  our  childhood  and 
influences  which  hate  surrounded  our  lives,  and 
that  we  shall  bellowed  to  express  them  here 
with  the   same   freedom   as  a  southern   man 
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expresses  his,  withoutbeingdisfranchised  therefor 
under  thiu  Government. 

Sir,  what  are  the  nothem  aggressions  that  the 
gentleman  speaks  of?  Let  me  say' to  the  gentle- 
man  

Mr.  aUITMAN,  (interrupting.)  I  desire  to 
ask  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  this  ques- 
tion: whether  he  himself  was  not  elected  as  a 
member  of  this  House  on  the  princinfe  of  hostility 
to  the  institutions  of  the  southern  States  ? 

Mr.  GROW.  Sir,  I  hold  no  "  hostility**  to 
the  institutions  of  the  southern  States,  but  shall 
resist  the  eflfort  now  making  to  change  the  con- 
struction given  to  the  Constitution  by  our  fathers, 
and  the  action  of  every  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  over  sixty  years.  If  any  one  thing 
more  than  another  secured  my  n*tum  to  this 
H<)use  for  the  third  time,  by  the  unanimous  vote 
of  my  district,  it  was  no  doubt  because  I  had 
stood  upon  this  floor,  and  resisted  the  repeal  of 
the  Missouri  compromise. 

But,  let  me  say  to  the  gentleman  from  Missis- 
sippi, that  political  Abolitionism  in  the  Nortli — 
paradoxical  as  it  may  seem — is  the  child  of  the 
South.  You  nurtured  it  in  infancy,  when  too 
feeble  to  stand  alone;  and  you  have  made  it 
strong  in  manhood  by  the  injudicious  and  unjust 
legislation  of  this  Hall.  Sir,  M'hen  \he  North 
p<?titioned  this  Government  to  take  steps  in  ref- 
erence to  the  institution  of  slavery,  wnere  it  is 
conceded  to  be  solely  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
Congress,  you  passed  the  twenty-first  rule,  deny- 
ing a  great  constitutional  ri^ht  to  freemen  under 
this  Government.  That  uiaugurated-  political 
Abolitionism  in  the  North;  and  from  that  day  to 
this  the  warfare  has  been  one  of  constitutional 
rights,  not  for  the  South  alone,  but  for  the  North. 
In  resisting  the  reopening  of  this  agitation  in  the 
last  Congress,  by  a  repeal  of  the  Missouri  com- 
promise, I  took  occasion  to  say  that — 

"  Previous  to  that  lime  [t.  e.  the  poitsai^  of  the  twenty-first 
rule]  Attotitionism  was  but  a  >enljmrnt,  and  a  mere  mMiti- 
mnnt  i«  not  a  sufficient  bastis  for  a  formtdablG  political  ftrf^n- 
izntioi) ;  but  when  i[n"<*at  principles  of  constitutional  right  arc 
violated  io  the  legislation  of  tlie  country,  legislative  nets 
combining  with  a  strong  and  universal  i^ntimeut  may  form 
endurin<;  organizations.  And  the  sentiment  of  Uie  North, 
In  reference"  to  slavcrv,  being  deep  and  general,  when  you 
force  up  legiitlative  lM»<ue9  to  combine  with  it,  then  be- 
comeB  a  formidable  element." 

You  then  placed  a  censorship  over  the  mails 
of  this  country  like  that  placed  by  Louis  Na- 
poleon to-day  over  the  press  of  France;  and  in 
this  country,  where  we  claim  that  intelligence 
should  circulate  as  free  as  the  air  we  breathe,  you 
empowered  your  postmasters  to  declare  what  is 
incendiary,  and  to  withhold  such  matter  from  the 
white  freemen  of  the  South.  You  placed  upon 
the  records  of  your  country,  through  your  Sec- 
retary of  State,  John  C.  Calhoun— a  man  whose 
memory  I  revere  for  his  purity  of  character  and 
integrity  of  purpose — one  of  the  brightest  apd 
purest  intellects  that  the  country  ever  produced — 
you  put,  1  say,  upon  the  records  of  the  country, 
through  him,  a  justification  of  the  annexation  of 
Texas,  on  the  ground  that  it  would  uphold  antl 
support  the  institution  of  slavery;  and  you  asked 
northern  men  to  indorse  that  issue,  made  in  our 
State  papers.  And  in  the  last  Congress,  you 
struck  down — as  I  stated  in  the  opening  of  my 
remarks — a  fair  bargain,  made  by  your  fathers 
with  our  fathers,  aiH  which  had  been  religiously 
observed  by  them  for  more  than  a  third  of  a 
centuryv 

Mr.  aUITMAN,  (in  his  seat.)  You  robbed 
us  of  California. 

Mr.  GROW.  The  gentleman  says  that  we 
have  robbed  you  of  California.  How  is  that? 
California  came  to  Congress  and  asked  to  be  ad- 
mitted as  a  State  of  this  Union.  Your  Goverfl- 
ment  had  neglected  to  give  her  a  Government,  and 
she  was  forced  to  fail  back  upon  the  inherent 
rights  of  men  to  take  care  of  themselves. 

Mr.  aUlTMAN.  Why  not  extend  to  CaU- 
fornia  the  conmromise  line  ? 

Mr.  GROW^.  I  am  coming  to  that  presently. 
The  people  of  California — in  the  exercise  of  what 
men  call  popular  sovereignty,  and  which  was  in 
this  case  really  "popular  sovereignty,**  because 
the  people  were  forced  by  the  neglect  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  rely  entirely  on  their  inherent  rights — 
formed  91  Government,  and  exduded  slavery. 
And  what  did  you  do  ?  The  application  of  Cali- 
fornia for  admission  into  the  Union  wao  resisted 
fVom  the  first;  and  on  the  Journal  of  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States  is,  to-day,  a  protest  of  ten 


southern  Senators  against  the  admission  of  Cali- 
fornia into  the  Union  after  the  act  of  admission 
had  passed.  And  what  is  the  reason  these  Sena- 
tor^  ^avc  for  their  opposition  ?  Because  her  con- 
stitution excluded  slavery.  I  will  read  the  lan- 
guage of  their  protest. 

Mr.  HUMPHREY  MARSHALL.  Win  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  allow  me  to  make 
a  suggestion  here? 

Mr.  GROW  declined  to  yield  the  floor,  and  con- 
tinued: The  reason  alleged  in  this  protest  is, 
*^  that  the  bill  gives  the  sanction  of  law,  andthui 
impiu-ts  validity  to  the  unauthorized  action  of  a 
portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  California,  by  which 
an  odious  discrimination  is  made  ogatmt  tlu  frtaniTf 
of  thejijleenslaveiutlding  States  of  the  Union.**  Thai 
was  the  protest  often  southern  Senators,  that  the 
admission  of  California,  under  her  constitiuion, 
was  a  violation  of  the  right  of  fifteen  slaveholdio^ 
States. 

Mr.  ClUITMAN.  Let  me  tell  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  tliat  no  southern  man  bai 
ever  taken  the  ground  of  opposition  to  the  admis- 
sion of  California  on  the  ground  of  her  having 
adopted  a  constitution  excluding  slavery. 

Mr.  GROW.  I  refer  the  gentleman  to  tic 
language  of  the  protest  which  I  have  just  quoted. 
[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  COLFAX.  As  there  is  no  proposition 
pending  before  tlie  House,  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taining a  legitimate  right  to  the  floor,  I  move  to 
rescind  the  ten-minute  rule,  and  substitute  a  nile 
limiting  debate  to  five  minutes  in  its  stead. 

Mr.  aUITMAN.  Will  the  gentleman  allov 
me  iust  a  word,  by  way  of  explanation? 

Mr.  COLFAX.  If  it  does  not  come  out  of  ray 
time,  with  pleasure. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  must  consider  inter- 
cuptions  as  coming  out  of  the  gentleman's  ten 
minutes. 

Mr.  AUITMAN.  I  only  desire  that  the  state- 
ment made  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, rMr.Gaow,]  that  this  want  of  organization— 
whiA  no  man  regrets  more  deeply  than  myself— 
was  originated  in  the  passage  of  the  Kansas  and 
Nebraska  bill,  shall  not  go  out  to  the  country 
uncontradicted.  I  merely  wish  that  tlie  eloouent 
remarks  of*  the  honorable  gentleman  shooldnov- 
go  without  an  answer.  No,  sir;  the  cause  of  the 
altitude  in  which  the  House  now  stands  lies  siill 
further  back— it  Jies  stiH  deeper;  it  lies  in  the 
agitation  which  exists  in  the  country  upon  this 
subject. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  I  cannot  yield  longer.  Mr. 
Clerk,  I  wish  to  add  a  supplement  to  the  bistor/ 
of  this  celebrated  plurality  rule  of  1849,  which 
was  discussed  in  this  Hall  yesterday.  1  was  led 
by  that  discussion  to  an  examination  thiunoming 
of  tliat  eventful  history,  and  I  have  before  me 
some  additional  facts  from  tliat  most  interesting 
and  instructive  (and  sometimes  most  trouble* 
somej  of  all  the  volumes  to  be  found  in  the  Con- 
gressional Library — the  Congressional  Globe;  and 
which  I  shall  strive  hurriedly  to  present  to  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side,  in  the  few  minutes 
allowed  me  under  the  rule.  The  House  was  told 
yesterday  that  that  celebrated  plurality  rule  in 
1849  was  adopted  in  opposition  to  the  wishes  of 
the  great  boay  of  the  Democratic  party  of  the 
House,  and  that  that' party  was  not  responsible 
for  its  passage.  Now,  sir,  the  record  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  House  during  tliat  eventful  period 
shows  that  no  less  than  mne  distinct  proDoaiuons 
were  ofi*ered  to  elect  by  plurality,  of  which,  singu- 
lar as  it  may  seem,  eight  were  presented  by  g^'O- 
tlemen  upon  the  Democratic  side  of  the  Housei 
and  only  one  by  a  member  from  the  Whig  sia« 
of  the  House.  .     . 

The  first  is  upon  page  5  of  the  CongressionBl 
Globe  of  that  session.  It. was  oflTercd  by  Hon. 
Andrew  Johnson,  then  a  Democratic  Represen|- 
ative  from  Tenneseee,  and  now  the  Democrauc 
Governor  of  that  State,  and  reads  as  follows: 

'*  Resolved f  That  if,  on  the  next  vote  of  the  Hou*«^ 
Speaker,  n<^  indi\idua1  shall  rcreive  a  majority  of  au  wj 
votes  cant,  the  uidividual  receiviiif  n  pUtraUty  of  w^^^ 
shall  be  Speaker  of  the  Hoiwe  of  Ueprcseutauvej  tor  uw 
present  session." 

And  he  supported  it  in  remarks,  from  which 
the  following  are  extracts: 

"  He  thought  the  domoniitrations  which  bad  been  n»o« 

in  tlieir  repeated  ineffectual  cflbrts  proved  *»*»r'"riB 

rire/v  that  Um»v  could  not  «loct  a  Speaker  by  a  »n"J*»"2tef 

any  reasonable  length  of  tiine.»»    *    •    "^**'°''S,^ 

I  purpose  than  to  enable  tha  House  to  elect  a  8peaMr»»* 
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|>roc<>ed  with  Uie  baainesv.  119  wanted  a  Speaker  elected— 
either  a  VVhi*  or  a  Democrat.  Tiiey  had  remained  blocke't 
long  enough,"  &,c. 

The  resolution  was  premature,  bW,  for  it  was 
only  the  third  day  of  the  session,  jind  it  was  laid 
on  the  table  by  a  large  majority.  But  every  one 
of  the  eleven  mcmlHira  who  voted  against  thus 
killing  it  were  Doraocrats,  headed  by  my  friend 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Bocock,]  now  m  his  seat, 
and  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Sat- 
ace]  over  the  way. 

Tne  second  proposition  was  by  Mr.  Stanton,  of 
Tennessee,  another  Democrat,  who,  on  page  6, 
proposed  tq^confine  the  choice  to  the  four  nighest 
candidates,  and,  on  the  next  ballot,  to  the  two 
highest;  which  was  also  laid  on  the  table. 

The  third  proposition  was  on  the  14th  of  De- 
cember, by  the  only  Whig  who  offered  the  plu- 
rality during  the  whole  contest— Mr.  Ashmun,  of 
Massachusetts,  (see  page  31;)  and  this  woe  also 
laid  upon  the  table. 

The  fourth  was  offered  by  Mr.  Kaufman,  the 

distinguished   Democratic   ftopresentative  from 

Texas,  on  the  17th  of  December;  and  as  it  is  a 

modified  plurality,  arranged  on  a  sliding  scale  as 

it  were,  I  will  read  it  in  lull  from  page  37  of  tlie 

Globe: 

"  Resolved,  That  if  no  pereon  have  a  msOonty  of  all  the 
roiea  cast  for  Speaker  on  the  next  ballot,  then  upon  the 
second  ballot  after  tlie  adoption  of  this  resolution,  if  any 
member  uliall  receive  only  one  less  than  a  majority  of  the 
whole  number  of  vote!*,  he  fihall  be  declared  to  be  elected ; 
and  if  no  person  be  elected  Speaker  on  the  said  second  bal- 
lot, then  upon  tbe  next,  or  third  ballot,  if  any  member  nhall 
receive  only  two  less  than  a  majority,  he  shall  be  declared 
elected ;  and  so  on.  requirine  one  vote  less  t«  elect  for  every 
vote  taken,  until  a  choice  of  Speaker  is  made." 

This  met  with  no  better  fortune  than  its  pred- 
ecessors, for  the  House  had  not  yet  given  up 
all  hope  of  electing  a  Speaker  by  a  majority;  and 
it  was  soon  laid  on  the  table. 

The  fifth  was  another  proposition,  similar  in 
its  character,  offered  the  next  day  by  the  same 
Democratic  member,  and  met  with  the  same  fate. 

The  sixth  was  a  proposition,  based  on  the  Con- 
BtitiitioD,  of  which  we  hear  so  much,  and  irhich, 
if  ri^ht  then,  ought  certainly  to  be  equally  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  spirit  of  that  revered  instru- 
ment now.  It  was  offered,  sir,  by  a  Democratic 
member  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Savage,]  who  is 
again  on  this  floor,  but  voting  now  against  any 
alid  all  kinds  of  plurality  rules: 

*<Re«oleed,  That  if  the  House  fail  to  elect  a  Speaker  durin^r 
the  present  day,  it  will,  upon  its  meeting  to  morrow,  apply 
to  its  proceedings,  as  tar  as  prarUeahie,  the  principle  em- 
bodied in  the  I'i^h  article  of  the  AmenQments  to  the  ConsU- 
tucionoftbe  Cnitcd  State$<,i)rescribing  the  mode  of  electing 
a  President  and  Vice  President. 

"Reiolced,  That  the  House  will,  upon  the  calling  of  the 
roll,  cast  its  vote  for  Speaker ;  and  if  no  person  shall  have 
a  majority  of  all  the  votes,  then,  from  the  persons  having  the 
hifbest  numbers,  (not  exceeding  three  in  the  list  of  those 
voted  for,)  the  House  shall  proceed  to  choose  its  Specricer; 
and  if  tbe  three  persons  on  the  last  vote  should  be  voted 
for,  and  neither  of  them  should  have  a  majority  pf  all  the 
voles,  then  the  Hoase  shall  choose  its  SpeiUcer,  by  another 
vote,  from  the  two  higbei>t  on  the  liiit." 

That  resolution,  drawn  in  its  spirit  from  the 
Constitution,  was  rejected;  but  it  did  not  quench 
the  zeal  with  which  the  Democratic  members  of 
that  day  persisted  in  moving  that  celebrated  rule 
which  the  Democratic  members  of  this  House, 
at  this  day,  so  generally  condemn  and  oppose. 

The  seventh  plu^lity  resolution  was  offered  by 
Mr.  Stanton,  or  Tennessee,  (Democrat,)  on  page 
63,  on  the  22d  of  December,  and  is  the  one  that 
"was  finally  adopted. 

But,  pending  its  consideration,  the  eighth  plu- 
rality resolution  was  proffered  by  Mr.  Meade,  a 
Democratic  member  from  Virginia,  to  confine  the 
choice  to  the  four  highest,  on  the  next  ballot  to 
the  three  hiprhest,  and  on  the  next  to  the  two 
highest.    This,  too,  was  rejected. 

And  the  nintk  plurality  resolution  was  offered 
as  an  amendment  by  Mr.  Kaufman,  the  Texas 
Democratic  member,  being  his.**  sliding  scale,** 
"which  received  a  large  Democratic  support,  but 
was  also  rejected. 

Finally,  the  plurality  resolution  offered  by  Mr. 
Stanton  was  adopted  by  113  to  106— a  majority  of 
the  affirmative  members  bein^  Whigs,  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  resolution  of  their  caucus,  publicly 
declared  in  its  favor,  but  plenty  of  Democratic 
members  taking  care  to  vote  for  it  to  insure  its 
passage;  and  under  its  operation,  as  was  generally 
expected,  Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  (Democrat,)  was 
elected  Speaker.  The  Whigs  voted  for  the  rule 
to  end  the  contest;  though,  according  to  the  argu- 
ment against  it  now,  it  might  have  been  charged 


(as  it  was  not)  that,  in  doing  so,  tliey  voted  in- 
directly for  Mr.  CoDD. 

I  now  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  a  speech  made  by  Governor  Johnson,  in  favor 
of  the  plurality  rule,  which  will  be  found  on  pa^e 
3.3.  It  is  stated  that  he  proceeded  to  address  the 
House  for  an  hour  and  twenty  minutes,  and  his 
speech  is  summed  up  by  the  reporter  in  the  fol- 
lowing language: 

**  He  expre»ked  the  satiflfhction  he  fell  that  the  propo- 
sition which  had  been  introduced  by  the  gentlemnn  firom 
Ma<i<*achu£ett<)  [Mr.  Aaibniun]  seemed  to  find  favor  with 
the  Hou»e.  It  would  be  recollected  that  he  had  himself 
introduced  something  of  a  similar  proposition  la^t  week. 
So  far  as  he  whn  pcr:*()naliv  coiicenied,  he  ikoa  anxious  to 
sec  annrganizntion  of  the  (loue  by  the  election  of  Sjieaker 
and  other  ofiicers,  even  if  it  could  be  effected  by  no  other 
mean ^  than  a  plurality  vote.  He  had  no  particular  affection 
for  liitf  own  proposition.  If  it  was  right  in  itself,  come  from 
what  quarter  it  might,  he  would  vote  for  it.   ' 

"  Alier  alluding  to  the  condition  of  parties  in  tlihHouso, 
which  he  designated  as  triangular— aiid  having  al.<«onllu'ted, 
pawfingly,  to  the  conspicuous  part  which  tlie  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Root],  bad  taken  in  the  df>bate  F^ince  the 
commencement  of  the  session,  Mr.  J.  proceeded  to  notice 
the  denunciaUons  with  which  his  own  proposition  had  been 
received  the  other  day,  and  to  vindicat-i  that  propoMiUon 
from  the  charge  tliat  it  wa«  an  infnnsemeut  o(  the  Consti- 
tution*:* 

How  fitly,  sir,  do  his  remarks  in  regard  to  the 
necessity  of  an  organization,  and  the  triangular 
nature  of  the  cqntest,  apply  to  the  present  con- 
dition of  affairs;  and  the  remainder  or  his  speech, 
in  which  he  denounces  Mr.  Winthrop,  who,  on 
the  ballot  immediately  preceding  his  remarks, 
had  a  plurality,  and  might  possibly  have  been 
elected  under  the  rule  then — going  so  far,  indeed, 
as  to  say  that  he  would  rather  vote  for  Mr.  Gid- 
dings  tlian  Mr.  Winthrop,  shows  that  he  was 
unwilling  to  let  the  bitterest  political  or'personal 
objections  to  a  candidate  restrain  him  from  what 
he  considered  a  paramount  duty — the  organiza- 
tion of  the  House. 

I  desire  now  to  draw  the  special  attention  of 
the  House  to  a  speech  made  i)y  a  distinguished 
gentleman,  then  a  Representative  from  the  State 
of  Mississippi,  whanow  represents,  in  part,  that 
State  in  the  other  end  of  tne  Capitol.  I  allude 
to  Hon.  A.  G.  Brown.  But  before  doing  so,  let 
me  direct  attention  to  the  remarks,  yesterday,  of 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Houston,] 
when  he  says,  speaking  to  the  Repubhcans: 

*'  Vou  have  a  majority  on  this  floor.    You  have  power  to 

elect,"  &.C. 

Keeping  this  in  view,  and  though  it  is  not  cor- 
rect in  point  of  fact,  that  we  have  a  working 
anti -Nebraska  majority  on  this  floor,  which  can 
only  be  determined  by  the  number  of  those  who 
are  willing  to  act  together  and  cooperate  as  a 
poKtical  party — but  admitting  it  for  the  sake  of 
argument,  hoar  what  Mr.  Brown  said  in  1849, 
when  he  proposed  a  resolution  to  elect  Howell 
Cobb  Speaker.  It  will  be  found  on  pages  24  and 
25  of  til c  Globe:  • 

'<  Mr.  Brown  remarked,  that  he  had  been  induced  to  offer 
this  resoluUon  without  any  cv)iu:uttaUon  with  his  political 
fncnds,  ami  without  having  given  the  remotest  inUinaUon 
to  his  friend  from  Georgia  TMr.  Codb]  of  his  intcnUon  of 
so  doing,  as  he  was  uure  if  ne  had  intimated  his  intention 
to  the  gentleman,  he  would  have  been  donicd  the  privilege 
of  making  this  moUon.  He  was  sincerely  dertirous  of 
seeing  <in  end  put  to  these  protracted  voUng.^  for  Si>eaker. 
Tliey  had  been  engaged  in  this  unprofitable  busincits  for 
nine  days,  and  they  were  now  just  where  they  commenced 
on  the  first  moniing  of  the  se^(8ion.  Not  onl;jr  were  they 
without  a  Speaker,  but  without  a  candidate  lor  Speaker. 
It  was  well  known  that  the  political  party  to  which  he  be- 
longed had  a  majority  in  this  House— impracticable,  it  was 
true,  but  still  a  ninjority ;  and  aIthoui;li  they  had  heretofore 
failed  to  concentrate  Ufion  any  candidate  in  surticient  force 
to  elect  him,  still  they  bad  appro.timatcd  nearer  that  point 
than  their  opponents  had.  There  waa  a  little  portion  of 
the  Democratic  party  who  refused  to  vote  with  the  great 
majority  of  the  party ;  but  not  only  was  there  a  like  portion 
of  the  whig  Frce-Soilcrs  who  refuse  to  vote  with  the  large 
body  of  tlieir  party,  but  a  portion  of  the  southern  Whigs 
who  also  refused  to  act  with  their  party.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances it  must  be  apparent  to  every  one,  that  unless 
something  else  were  done  than  to  continue  these  party 
votings,  no  choice  at  all  of  Speaker  could  be  effected. 

*<Tne  gentleman  proposed  in  that  resolution,  he  believed 
it  was  admitted  on  all  sides  of  the  House,  presented  as 
many  qualifications  for  the  office  as  any  other  member  of 
tlie  House.  That  he  was  eminently  qualified  In  every  re- 
spect was  admitted  by  his  political  opponents,  whose  oppo- 
sition to  him  was  entirely  conflnod  to  the  difference  of  ttieir 
political  opinions.  Being  in  a  majority  in  tlie  House,  he 
conceived  that  they  (the  Democrats)  were  entitled  to  the 
Speaker;  he  knew  of  no  g6od  reason  why  they  should  not 
have  the  Speaker.  Certainly,  if  their  political  opponents 
were  in  a  majority  here,  he  believed  it  would  be  riglit  and 
fkir  that  they  should  have  the  .Speaker.  But  both  parties 
had  tried  over  and  over  aff^n  to  elect  their  candidate,  and 
liSd  fiiiled.  If  they  now  milcd  to  effect  an  or^nization. 
Upon  whom  would  the  responsibility  rest .'  It  might  be  said 
tJiat  it  would  rest  upon  those  who  reAised  to  unite  with 
either  party.    But  oould  any  coofllderable  portion  of  it  reat 


upon  the  Democratic  party?  Though  they  had  faikd  to 
concentrate  with  sulficient  force  upon  their  cnndidate  to 
elect  him,  still  it  could  not  be  expected  that,  being  in  the 
nmjority,  they  should  voluntarily  retire  from  the  contest ; 
but  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  Whig  party,  some  consider- 
able portion  of  them  ailea^t,  might  meet  them  (tlie  Democ- 
racy) upon  the  candidate  whom  he  had  presented— j\  can- 
didate universally  acknowledged  to  be  eminently  qualified 
to  preside  over  the  deliberations  of  this  body  and  direct  ila 
proceedings." 

If  he  had  been  attempting  to  describe  the  pres- 
entcondition  of  aflftiirs  he  could  hardly  have  used 
more  appropriate  language  (except  the  names  of 
parties)  if  lie  had  been  gifted  with  prophecy. 
Grant  that  v/e  have  a  majority.  It  is,  as  ne  said 
of  their  majority  then,  an  **  impracticable**  one. 
Now,  as  then,  **  a  little  portion, of  the*'  largest 
**  party  refuse  to  vote  with  the  great  majority  of 
the  party,**  as  I  most  sincerely  regret  that  they 
do.  Now,  as  then,  tlie  gentleman  presented  by 
the  larger  party  of  tlie  three  in  the  House  is  most 
**  eminently  qualified**  for  the  duties  of  the  chair. 
Now,  as  then,  **  the  opposition  to  him  is  entirely 
confined  to  the  diflference  of  their  political  opin- 
ions.** Now,  as  then,  **  it  could  ifotbc  expected 
that,  being  in  the  majority,  we  should  voluntarily 
retire  from  the  contest;'*  and  if  his  argument  was 
sound  then,  that  **if  their  political  opponents 
were  in  a  majority  here,  he  believed  it  would  bo 
right  and  fair  that  they  should  have  the  Speaker," 
I  submit  it  to  the  four  honorable  gentlemen  from 
Mississippi,  who  agree  with  him  in  political  faith, 
but  who  vote  against  any  rule  by  which  the  mar 
iority — which  my  friend  from  Alabama  says  we 
nave  here,  but  which  is  **  impracticable,** as  Gov- 
ernor Brown  lamentingly  said  of  his  party  in 
1849 — are  enabled  to  elect  that  officer,  whicfi  ha 
declared  it  was  **  right  and  fair*'  that  even  a  dis- 
united majority  should  be  allowed  to  have. 

In  a  subsequent  part  of  his  remarks,  in  a  col- 
loquy with  Mr.  Stanly,  of  North  Carolina,  he 
stated  tliat  this  "  majority**  of  which  bespoke,  ' 
was  obtained  by  excluding  the  third  party — that 
it  was  a  majority  of  tlie  Democrats  over  the 
Whigs.  And  this,  sir,  still  more  closely  ap- 
proximates his  remarks  to  tlic  present  condition 
of  parties  in  this  House.  Excluding  the  third 
party,  there  is  a  clear  and  indisputable  majority 
of  the  Republicans  over  the  Democrats;  and  in 
that  light,  viewed  from  the  same  stand-point  from 
which  he  made  his  observations  in  1849,  how 
appropriate  and  forcible  are  his  arguments  now ! 
why  gentlemen  turn  theii^ backs  on  those  argu- 
ments now,  I  will  endeavor  to  show,  if  ro^  tim^ 
will  admit,  with  the  passing  remark,  that  naving 
proved  that^he  plurality  rule,  which  governs  in 
the  election  of  members  of  this  House  in  every 
State  of  th»  Union,  was  first  suggested  by  a 
Democrat  in  1849,  repeated  eight  times  by  Demo- 
crats, adopted  on  the  motion  of  a  Democrat  at 
last,  carried  by  the  aid  of  Democratic  votes,  and 
that  a  Democratic  Speaker  was  elected  under  it — 
if  the  principle  was  a  good  one  then,  good  faith 
requires  that  it  be  conceded  now;  or,  if  not  con- 
ceded, the  parties  refusing  it  will  be  held  respons- 
ible for  the  failure  to  organize  this  body. 

Sir,  in  justification  or  their  opposition  .to  tln^ 
rule  now,  they  say  that  if  Mr.  Bakes  is  elected 
there  will  be  danger  to  the  Union.  Danger  to  th« 
Union  !  Now  let  me  read,  and  I  c^l  ])urticular 
attention  to  it,  the  speech  of  Mr.  Meade,  of  Vir- 
ginia, of  almost  precisely  the  same  tenor  made 
against  Mr.  Wintnrop,  when  that  gentleman  was 
a  candidate  for  the  speakership: 

"  If  an  organization  of  tlie  I{ou!*c  is  lobe  followed  by  the 
passage  of  thci*e  bills,  [prohibition  of  slavery  in  the  Territo- 
ries, and  abolition  or  »laver>'  in  the  Di.-'trictj]  if  thewe  our- 
rages  are  to  be  committed  upon  my  people,  I  tnm  in  God, 
sir,  that  my  eyes  have  rested  upon  the  last  Speaker  of  tho 
House  of  Representatives,"  &.c. — Congressional  Globe  /or 
ld49,  p.96.    • 

Thus,  sir,  the  Union  \jras  considered  in  precisely 
the  same  **  danger**  then  as  now.  It  was  con- 
tended asearnesuy  as  now,  that  afl«rthe  elrction 
of  a  northern  Speaker  these  results  might  follow; 
and  yet,  with  all  tlicse  forebodings  held  up  before 
them,  in  a  speech  of  more  than  ordinary  eloquence, 
by  the  gentleman  fro'n  Virginia,  Democrat  after 
I>cmocrat  in  1849  proposed,  advocated,  and  voted 
for  a  rule  which  might  possibly  have  resulted 
then  as  now  in  the  election  of  a  Speaker  from  the 
anti-slavery  State  of  Massachusetts.  If,  therefore , 
even  at  this  great  risk  to  the  Union,  the  Democrats 
here  aided  so  largely  in  the  passage  of  tliis  rule  in 
1849,  does  it  not  show  that  tliis  House  is  now  kept 
disoiiganized,  and  the  public  business  interrupted , 
by  a  party  unable  to  elect  themselvust  merely 
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l>ecaufle  Uicv  have  not  quite  as  good  a  proapect  of 
success  attnis  time  as  at  that? 

But,  thougl)  the  success  of  this  Republican 
partjisso  "dangerous  to  the  Union  "in  the  esti- 
mation of  our  opponents,  yet,  from  the  speeches 
of  yesterday,  we  were  left  to  infer  that,  if  we  would 
^nfy  take  aown  one  candidate,  and  set  up  any 
other,  no  matter  how  ultra  mi^ht  be  his  record 
on  slavery,  the  House  might  be  organized,  and 
the  plurnuty  rule  would  not  then  be  so  bitterly 
opposed.  Without  stopping  to  inquire  whether 
their  hostility  to  Mr.  Bakks  grows  out  of  the 
fact  that,  dunng  that  memorable  Nebraska  strug- 
gle, he  preferred  principle  to  party,  and  left  them 
m  the  pride  of  their  power  to  throw  himself  into 
what  might  have  proved  a  feeble  minority,  if  the 
people  had  not  come  to  its  rescue  and  its  approval, 
these  declarations  show  that  this  House  remains 
disorganized  from  the  opposition  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  to  a  particular  man;  that  the  wheels 
of  Grovernment  are  blocked  because  they  have  a 
personal  hostility  to  his  occupying  the  chief  chair 
of  the  House;  and  that,  so  mr  from  "  devotion 
to  the  Constitution  and  the  Union,*' as  the  oft- 
repeated  phrase  here  reads— compelling  them  to 
turn  their  backs  on  that  rule  whicn,  proposed  by 
a  Democrat,  voted  for  by  many  Democrats,  and 
resulting;  in  a  Democratic  victory,  has  passed  into 
a  precedent  for  occasions  like  this — they  would  be 
willing  to  give  up  the  contest,  and  nsk  all  the 
<langer  to  the  Union,  if  we  would  only  choose 
some  other  man  to  rule  over  them.  It  is,  there- 
fore, not  principle,  but  opposition  to  a  man  that 
causes  tne  present  disorganized  state  of  tlie 
House .  Let  gentlemen  explain  this ,  if  they  can , 
to  their  constituents. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  I  have  not  heretofore  partici- 
pated in  any  discussion  of  the  plurality  rule,  either 
in  1849  or  durin?  the  present  session;  and  if  the 

gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Colfax,]  who  has 
een  attempting  to  show  inconsistency  in  my 
TO  tea  on  tha  question,  had  been  far  more  success- 
ful in  kis  search  into  concessional  records  than 
he  has  been,  I  should  stSl  feel  that  I  had  been 
placed  in  no  position  befotfs  those  who  understand 
my  views  on  the  subject  which  would  be  in  the 
least  degree  uncomfortable.  I  have  seen  but  one 
single  individual  placed  before  this  House  in  a 
position  of  flagrant  inconsistency  in  the  matter. 
Vrhen  a  man  comes  forward  at  one  time,  and  as- 
sifiiis  as  his  reason  for  voting  against  the  plurality 
rule  that  it  violates  a  great  principle  of  right,  ana, 
then  at  another  time  comes  and  votes  for  the  rule, 
in  disre^rd  of  that  principle,  that  man  is  incon;^ 
sistent  in  the  true  sense  of  that  term.  But,  sir, 
when  a  gentleman  admits  that  the^Iurality  rule 
involves  no  constitutional  or  other  fundamental 
principle,  and  that  it  might  be  right  under  one 
state  of  things  and  wrong  under  another,  accord- 
ing to  the  result  which  is  likely  to  be  brought 
about,  then,  even  if  we  could  show  him  at  one  time 
voting  one  way,  and  at  another  time  another  way 
on  the  question  of  its  passage,  still  he  is  involved 
in  nothmg  which  can  properly  be  considered  in- 
consistency. If,  then,  in  the  expectation  that 
the  plurahty  rule  would  have  resulted,  in  1849, 
in  tne  election  of  a  national  Democrat  to  the 
speakership  of  the  House,  I  had  voted  for  that 
rule,  and,  in  the  present  condition  of  things, 
when  it  would  proijably  result  so  differently,  I 
should  cast  my  vote  against  it,  still,  sir,  I  believe 
that  these  two  positions  would  be  perfectly  re- 
concilable. 

But  it  has  not  been  shown  that  I  have  voted 
differently  from  the  vote  which  I  no  w  give .  I  voted 
with  my  firiend  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jones,]  and 
as  he  a^n  did  the  other  day,  a^nst  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  on  the  table.  Hia  object  the  other 
day  in  that  vote  was  to  get  a  direct  vote  on  the 
passa^  of  the  resolution,  and  then  to  recojd 
nimself  against  it.  I  remember  nothing  about 
the  particular  considerations  which  then  governed 
my  action  in  giving  that  vote.  I  know,  how- 
ever, from  the  record,  that  I  never  did  vote  for 
the  plurality  rule ;  and ,  for  a  stronsrer  reason,  I  do 
not  now.  And  why  ?  Indeed,  Mr.  Clerk,  if  we 
wore  placed  in  an  ordinary  condition  of  affairs — 
if  this  was  a  contest  between  the  ordinary  po- 
litical parties — I  mi^ht  hold  that  we  would  not 
be  justified  in  standmff  l^ere  day  after  day  to  re- 
sist any  constitutional  rule  by  which  the  House 
might  oe  organized.  I  say,  sir,  that  if  it  were  a 
contest  between  the  national  Democratic  and  the 
old  Whig  party ,  while  it  had  claimsto  nationality, 


I  for  one  would  be  unwilling  to  resist  any  longer 
the  plurality  rule,  even  if  it  resulted  in  an  organi- 
zation against  us.  But  when  I  see  here  on  this 
floor  arrayed,  for  the  first  time,  a  party  purely 
sectional  m  its  organization,  and  when  I  see  that 
party  earnestly,  strenuously,  and  pertinaciously 
attempting  to  inaugurate  its  rule  in  this  country 
by  the  elevation  of  one  of  its  own  men  to  the 
Speaker's  chair  of  this  House,  I  hold  that  I  am 
justified,  if  I  should  stand  here  till  the  dawn  of 
doom,  to  resist  that  action  by  every  fair  and  hon- 
orable means.  I  am  utterly  unwilling  to  afford 
any  facility,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  for  the 
accomplishment  of  such  dangerous  purposes. 

Mr.  COLFAX.  1  will  ask  the  gentleman  a 
question.  I  will  ask  him  whether,  in  1849,  his 
own  party,did  not  denounce  the  Whig_  party  as 
moral  traitors,  British  Whigs,  and  Mexican 
sympathizers?  and,  in  a  presidential  message, 
were  charged  with  giving  aid  and  comfort  to  an 
enemy  in  war;  imputations  certainly  as  grave  as 
any  now  hurled  against  the  Republican  party  ? 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  I  did  not  vote  for  the  plurality 
rule  in  1849,  perhaps  because  of  my  strong  ob- 
jections to  the  posiuon  of  the  Whig  party  at  that 
day,  and  because  therefore  I  was  unwilling  to 
afford  them  any  chance  of  success.  But,  wrong 
as  were  the  Wnigs  of  that  day  in  politics,  they 
were  pure,  compared  to  the  party  of  which  tlie 
gentleman  is  a  oistinguished  member.  With  all 
the  odium  which  was  sought  to  be  cast  on  them, 
and  with  all  the  severity  with  which  Democrats 
might  have  thought  proper  to  characterize  the 
Whig  party  of  1849,  still  I  regard  them  snowy 
white  in  their  innocence,  compared  with  tlie  deep 
crimson  of  your  political  guilt.  I  allude,  gentle- 
men, to  you  who,  for  the  first  time  in  the  country's 
history,  are  seeking  to  array  one  section  of  tJiis 
Union  against  the  other,  with  all  the  rigor  of 
party  discipline  and  with  all  the  bitterness  of 
party  hate. 

I  know  that  though  you  present  yourselves  here 
without  a  vote  from  south  of  Mason  and  Dixon's 
line,  you  still  deny  that  you  are  a  sectional  party. 
You  cheat  yourselves  with  the  delusion  that  your 
platform  makes  you  national.  You  declare  war 
on  the  institution  of  slavery  wherever  the  strong 
orm  of  this  Government  can  reoch  it,  and  cafl 
that  a  naHonal  platform.  To  justify  so  absurd 
a  position,  you  love  to  employ  the  specious  phrase 
that  **  freedom  is  national  and  slavery  sectional." 
I  tell  gentlemen  that  it  is  a  cheat  and  a  delusion. 
I  deny  that  in  any  constitutional  or  philosophical 
sense  is  it  true,  m  this  country,  that  either  anti- 
slavery  is  national  and  slavery  sectional,  pr«  on 
the  otner  hand,  that  slavery  is  nationai  and  anti- 
slavery  sectional.  They^ore  both  alike  sectional; 
they  are  both  alike  national.  They  are  both  sec- 
tional in  the  seiue  that  each  is  confined  in  its 
prevalence  to  a  particular  section  of  the  Union. 
They  are  both  equally  national  in  the  sense  that 
they  are  alike  under  the  protection  of  the  United 
States  Constitutfon.  Rest  assured,  gentleman, 
that  the  same  Constitution  which  protects  your 
institutions  also  protects  ours.  The  Union  could 
have  been  formed  on  no  other  basis.  This  only 
is  equality.  But  when  in  your  platform  you  come 
forward  and  say  that  your  institutions  alone  are 
entitled  to  the  protection  of  this  Government,  and 
that  ours  are  to  be  discountenanced  and  restricted 
by  its  action,  then  you  lay  down  a  sectional  plat- 
form and  array  yourselves  into  a  sectional  party. 
You  put  us  beyond  the  pale  of  the  Constitution, 
and  you  force  us  to  fight  you  by  every  fair  and 
honorable  means;  and  we  shall  do  it. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS,  and  others.    Agreed! 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  Rest  assured  that  we  will  do 
it.  I  would  like  now  to  have  a  few  more  min- 
utes than  I  am  allotted  under  the  rule,  for  the 
purpose  of  answering  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr.  Grow.]  Permit  me,  at  any  rate, 
to  express  my  astonishment  that  any  gentleman 
should  arise  on  this  floor,  and,  in  so  flippant  a 
way,  state  as  facts  what  he  must  know  oy  the 
record  that  he  reads  are  not  facts,  as  was  done 
by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  He  has 
arraigned  certain  Senators  in  the  other  end  of  the 
Gapitol, — among  them  the  honored  Senators  from 
my  own  State, — and  has  stated  that  they  pro- 
tested against  the  admission  of  California  be- 
cause it  excluded  slavery.  I  say,  sir,  that  the 
gentleman  must  have  known  from  the  reconl 
that  he  read  that  the  charge  as  made  was  utterly 
without  foundation.    They  protested  against  the 
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admission  of  California  because  it  had  iUe^db 
excluded  slavery;  and  yet,  sir,  leaving  out  of  the 
allegation  against  Senators  the  very  point  and 
essence  of  their  complaint,  which  was  that  this 
action  in  California  was  irregular,  unauthorired, 
and  illegal,  he  gravely  charges  that  southern  Sen- 
ators protested  a^nst  the  admission  of  Califonua 
simply  beoiuse  it  excluded  slavery. 

Mr.  GROW.  The  extract  which  I  read  cot- 
ercd  that.  G^cntlemen  may  put  their  own  con- 
structions on  it. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  The  charge  was  made  with- 
out  qualification;  and  that  charge  comes,  rir, 
from  a  gentleman  upon  this  floor '^ho  stands 
here  now  to  condemn  the  doctrine  of  "  squatter 
sovereignty.*'  He,  sir,  denying  the  doctrine  of 
"squatter  sovereignty,"  comes  nere  to  condemn 
Senators  from  Virginia,  and  gentlemen  repre- 
senting other  States  at  the  other  end  of  the  Qp- 
itol,  because  they  protested  against  an  act  of 
pure,  uneuiulterated,  unredeemed  "  squatter  sot- 
ereignty  *' — the  only  one  known  to  the  history  of 
this  country.  The  case  of  California  was,  C  say, 
a  case  of  pure  squatter  sovereignty?  The  people 
there,  without  permission  from  Congress,  and 
without  the  preparatory  action  of  any  Territoriil 
Le^lature;  without  any  authoritative  decla- 
ration whatsoever  upon  tne  questions  who  con- 
stituted the  people,  how  much  of  our  territory  , 
they  should  embrace  within  the  limits  of  their 
State,  or  who  should  be  the  voters  -to  decide 
upon  the  question  of  our  rights,  did  themsehes, 
of  their  own  mere  motion,  upon  the  claim  of  • 
complete  ihherent  sovereignty  in  thcmselTes, 
meet  together,  and  by  the  aid  of  unnaturalized 
foreigners,  roving  wanderers.  Army  and  Navy 
oflicers,and  everybody  else, did  resolve, in  order 
to  conciliate  favor  in  high  quarters,  to  exclude 
the  institution  of  fifteen  States  of  this  Union 
from  our  whole  Pacific  possessions.  Southern 
Senators  protested  against  any  such  illegal  act 
They  did  right.  Southern  States  protested  like- 
wise, and  they  did  no  more  than  right.  I  affirm 
at  the  same  time,  that  so  far  as  I  know,  no 
southern  Senator  or  Representative  has  ever 
raised  any  objection  to  admitting  a  State  into  th« 
Union  upon  the  simpte  ground  that  her  constt- 
tution  excluded  slavery.  The  case  of  Califonua 
stood  upon  its  own  grounds.    '  .    , 

Mr.  GROW.  Was.  not  Michigan  admitted 
into  the  Union  in  the  same  way  as  Californra. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  No,  sir;  there  never  was  exact- 
ly such  another  case  as  that  of  California.  Midu- 
gan  was  a  regularly  org^anized  people,  forma  pre* 
^viously  into  a  territorial  government.  The  case 
of  Michigan  may  have  been  wron§— it  ™*y  7T* 
had  too  much  of  squatter  sovereignty  *w>"^*5 
but  it  diflfered  much  from  that  of  California.  »«». 

Mr.  Clerk,  let  me  hasten  to  another  of  the  gen- 
tleman's points.  The  gentleman  says,  tJiaitne 
Missouri  compromise  waa  a  solemn  compact  maoe 
between  the  North  and  the  South,  and  tamW^ 


part  represent  upon  this  floor  gave  a  veiy  »rp 
majority  of  her  votes  in  this  House  ag^^^jj  ". 
so-called  Missouri  compromise  when  **!JJ*?r^ 
ed,  and  so  she  was  in  no  way  responsible  10  • 
Let  gentlemen  bear  this  in  mind.     (^'^  lu'^t 

But  the  gentleman  rises  and  says  witn  P^^ 
flippancy,  and  with  much  clow  and  ^^^^\  ^ 
it  was  a  compact  which  the  North  bad  J^P  j 
the  Ume.  We  of  the  South,  he  says, ^^^^^ 
it  upon  them  of  the  North,  and  that  ▼*.'f  P  ^^ 
fidelity  their  *' fathers  had  Uved  "P.^^^'^ae- 
many  years. "  As  if,  sir,  we  did  not  know  ^^ 
thing  of  the  history  of  the  counU-y^  , '^^^'rtc- 
the  Slegation  is  utterly  unsustained  by  J"  r^ 
ord.  It  was  the  acuon  of  northern  ^^^,. 
and  not  southern,  that  brought  about  jj^  g^uth 
tion  north  of  the  compromise  line.  """^ndtheD 
was  utterly  opposed  to  any  restriction.  ^  ^^^^. 
fUs  fathers-Hvad  up  to  it,  did  they  ?  ^^^^^  as 
garded  it  the  next  year,  and  about  ^^^^, 
occasion  has  arisen.  Some  years  *•  ^j^paft 
when  the  State  of  Arkansas,  formed  out  oj^^^ 
of  that  same  territory  lying  south  of  tn  .  ^^^i 
30',  and  the  only  one  which  has  been  ^V^^inv> 
since  the  compromise,  applied  for  *°"J*  ^  ^  \n^ 
the  Union;  the  gentleman's  fathers  ^^^gainft* 
number  of  their  votes — very  nearly  ^''jiiffain*^  ^^ 
jority  from  that  section  of  tK  c  Union--»fe 

Mr.  CADWALADER.    Twotoouf- 
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ive  clause  was  stmfck  out,  both  of  Kentucky's 
Senators  (Crittenden  and  Talbot)  voting  against 
the  restriction.  The  Houses  respectively  ad- 
hered to  their  positions,  and  thus  the  biU  was 
lost  in  the  Fifteenth  Congress. 

I  have  been  thus  minute,  Mr.  Clerk,  to  prove 
that  Kentucky's  statesmen  at  that  day  held  no 
ambiguous  position  upon  this  great  question  in 
either  brancn  of  the  National  Legislature.  They 
were  utterly  opposed  to  this  restriction,  which 
was  then  sou^lit  to  be  imposed  under  the  same 
clainrofconstiUitional  power  as  is  now  advanced; 
and  I  repeat,  that  the  diligent  inquirer  after  the 
truth  can  have  no  difficulty  in  determining  what 
Mr.  Clay's  views  were  at  the  time. 

There  was  one  occasion  during  the  same  Con- 
gress, in  which  Mr.  Clay's  opposition  to  the 
exercise  of  this  jiower  was  s^ll  more  conspicuous. 
The  bill  to  oi^nizc  the  Territory  of  Arkansas 
being  under  consideration,  Mr.  Taylor,  of  Ne,w 
York,  proposed  as  an  amendment  the  same  clauses 
as  Mr.  Tallmadge  had  passed  in  the  Missouri 
bill.  The  Hou>se  refused  to  insert  the  first  mem- 
ber of  the  amendment  by  a  vote  of — yeas  70,  nays 
71,  but  passed  the  second — yeas  75,  nays  73.  So 
it  was  determined  that "  all  children  born  of  slaves 
in  Arkansas  Territory  Bhall  be  free,  but  may  be 
held  to  service  until  the  age  of  twenty-five  years. " 
When  the  question  came  up  on  engrossing  the  bill 
asamended  for  a  third  reading,  Mr.  Robertson,  of 
Ken  tucky^  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  and  amend- 
ment to  a  special  committee,  with  instnictions  to 
strike  out  the  amendment.  Upon  this  question 
the  vote  stood-s-yeas  88,  nays  88;  and  Henry 
Clay,  from  that  chair,  as  Speaker  of  this  House, 
gave  the  casting  vote  in  the  affimialivc,  and  thus 
cihishcd  the  attempt  to  impose  this  odious  restric- 
•tion  upon  a  Territory  then  receiving  its  organic  law 
from  Congress.  The  amendment  was  immedi- 
ately struck  out,  and  the  report  was  concurred 
in  by  the  following  vote — yeas  89,  nays  87.  Mr. 
Taylor  then  tried  again  his  amendment  with  tite 
second  member  struck  qff,  and  agtdn  he  lost  it  by  a 
vote  of— yeas  86,  nays  90. 

And  now,  Mr.  Clerk,  notice  that  at  this  mo- 
ment of  time,  the  19th  of  February,  1819,  Mr. 
Taylor,  of  New  York,  brought  forward  for  the 
first  time  the  proposition  for  a  geographical  Hne. 
He  said  "he  thought  it  important  that  some  line 
should  be  designated  beyona  which  slavery  should 
not  be  permitted,"  &c.;  and  then  he  offered  this 
amendment: 

"  That  aeither  rtavery  nor  involnntary  *ervitnde  shall 
hereafter  be  introducrd  into  any  part  of  the  TtrritorieM  of 
the  United  State$  lying  nortli  of  36°  and  30'  of  norUi  lat- 
itude." 

Mark  the  language,  sir,  and  the  circumstances 
imder  which  the  JVor/A  brought  forward  the  prop- 
osition for  a  geographical  line.  It  was  to  be  ap- 
plied to  "  all  the  Territories  of  the  United  States, " 
and  was  suggested  as  a  principle  of  legislation  by 
which  we  were  to  be  guided  in  all  our  Territories, 
Discussion  ensued;  Mr.  Strother thought  it  would 
be  better  to  withdraw  the  amendment,  and  bring 
foitcard  the  principle  in  a  separate  bill.  Mr.  Tay- 
lor withdrew  the  proposition,  as  an  amendment, 
and  the  bill  was  passed. 

I  have  shown  you,  sir,  that  Mr.  Clay  was  early 
and  constant  in  his  opposition  to  this  exercise  of 
the  restrictive  power  cither  as  regards  new  States, 
or  in  relation  to  a  Territory  of  the  United  States; 
and  1  have  shown  you  that  the  suggestion  of  re- 
striction down  to  a  named  geograoliical  line  was 
then  presented,  after  a  d^'eatj  by  the  leading  man 
from  the  North,  as  a  principle  to  be  made  appli- 
cable to  all  the  Territories  of  the  United  States. 
When  this  restrictive  clause  was  applied  after- 
wards to  tlie  Missouri  bill,  was  it  not  understood 
as  the  application  of  the  principle  which  was  to 
be  the  rule  with  respect  to  **  all  the  Territories 
of  the  United  States?" 

But  let  us  return  to  the  connection  of  Mr.  Clay 
with  the  later  history  of  the  Missouri  case.  The 
bill  to  admit  Missouri  was  brought  before  the 
Sixtcentli  Congress.  Mr.  Clay  was  again  Speak- 
er. On  the  26th  of  January,  1820,  IWr.  Taylor, 
of  New  York,  offered  to  amend  the  fourth  sec- 
tion of  the  bill  by  adding  a  clause  requiring 
Missouri  *'  to  ordam  and  establish  that  there  shall 
be  neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude  In 
said  Stated  otherwise  than  in  punishment  for 
crime,  wliei-oof  the  party  shall  nave. been  duly  j 
convicted,"  &c.,  &c.  The  gfeat  debate  of  1820 
opened  at  tliat  point  with  JUr.  Taylor's  speech; 


and  while  this  restrictive  amendment  was  pend- 
ing Mr.  Clay  spoke,  on  the  8th  pf  February, 
1820,  **  nearly  four  hours  against  the  right  and 
expediency  of  the  proposed  restriction.**  This 
gi-eat  speech  is  also  lost,  or  at  least  does  not 
appear  on  the  record,  Iftit  Mr.  Clay's  position  on 
the  question  pending  is  distinctly  defined;  and 
this  restriction  was  inserted  in  that  bill  on  the 
25th  of  March,  over  the  opposition  of  Mr.  Clay. 
On  the  26th  of  March  Mr.  Storrs  moved  a  pro- 
viso prohibiting  slavery  in  all  the  country  known 
as  Louisiana,  north  of  86O30',  excepting  the  part 
included  in  the  State  of  Missouri.  This  amend- 
ment was  lost  in  committee;  but  when  the  House 
bill  passed  and  went  to  the  Senate,  tlrnt  body 
passed  jt  witn  an  amendment,  which  was  to 
strike  out  the  Taylor  amendment,  already  alluded 
to,  and  to  insert  in  lieu  the  Thomas  and  Storr 
amendment.  The  committee  of  conference  be- 
tween the  two  Houses  recommended  the  striking 
out  of  the  Tayior  proviso,  and  the  addition  of  the 
eighth  section  of  the  Missouri  aec,  now  called  the 
Missouri  compfomwe.  The  Taylor  proviso  was 
struck  out  by — yeas  90,  nays  87,  ana  the  e^hth 
section  was  passod  by  a  vote  of— yeas  134,  nays 
42.  Mr.  Clay  was  never  in  a  position  to  vote  upon 
those  propositions,  which  occurred  altogether  in 
the  H»»ii8cj,  he  peinir  in  the  chair. 

I  think  there  can  be  no  justification,  therefore, 
for  the  member  from  Pennsylvaniti  to  cite  Mr. 
Clay's  name  as  authority  for  the  attempt  to  im- 
pose the  restnciion  upon  the  Territory,  since 
he  exerted  himself,  with  all  the  power  of  which 
he  v/as  master,  to  stfiy  the  hand  of  power  through 
all  the  preceding  debates  connected  with  the 
subject,  and  gave  no  vote  or  voice,  because  of  his 
official  position,  when  the  deed  was  in  fact  done. 
And  observe,  sir,  when  the  eighth  section  was 
added,  it  was  taken  as  a  sad  alternative,  after 
a  northern  majority  had  imposed  upon  Missouri, 
by  inserting  Taylor's  amendment  in  the  bill, 
a  condition  which  was  a  detraction  from  her 
attributes  of  sovereignty,  and  a  violation  of  her 
rights. 

I  have  said  on  another  occasion,  that  the  eighth 
section  was  taken  as  a  compromise.  I  nave 
shown  you  that  it  was  introduced  in  the  preced- 
ing (Fifteenth)  Congress  as  applicable  to  all  the 
Territories  of  tne  United  States.*  It  was  so  under- 
stood, doubtless^  when  it  was  finally  accepted  in 
the  Missouri  bill,  and  was  so  acted  upon  for  years. 
I  have  said  that  it  was  adopted  to  supply  a  cosiw 
omissus  of  the  Cor>8titutibn,  for  I  have  no  idea 
the  framers  of  that  instrument  contemplated  the 
acquisition  of  territory  beyond  the  Mississippi, 
or  territory  in  an  unorganized  poHtical  state, 
beyond  that  already  held  oy  the  United  States  at 
the  date  of  the  Constitution,  and  provided  for. 
And,  mr,  I  was  willing  in  1850  to  abide  by  the 
Missouri compi^hiise,  as  a  compromise  made  by 
men  of  other  times,  and  to  carry  it  forward  to  the 
Pacific,  or  to  "all  the  Territories  of  the  United 
States,"  which  was  the  true  spirit otit.  I  would 
have  done  so,  us  I  wouid  have  executed  a  treaty, 
for  which  I  was  not  responsible,  and  which  I  could 
not  on  principle  have  originally  approved.  I 
should  have  acquiesced  in  it,  because  it  had  been 
determined  upon  by  others  as  the  basis  of  peace, 
and  the  restorer  of  harmony  to  a  distracted 
country. 

But, sir,  there  was  not  in  1850  one  single  north- 
ern man,  so  far  as  I  know  or  believe^  who  advo- 
cated the  restrictive  proviso,  then  known  as  the 
Wilmot  proviso — wno  was  willing  to  stand  by 
the  Missouri  conripromise  as  a  principle  applica- 
ble to  **all  the  Territories  of  the  United  States." 
They  repudiated  it  as  a  principle. '  And  even  now, 
in  this  Hall  to-day,  there  are  few  of  those  who 
clamor  about  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  compro- 
mise line,  who  will  stand  by  it  as  a  principle,  and 
agree  to  apply  it  to  **  all  the  Territories  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.','  They  wish  to  take  the  benefits  of 
the  contract,  and  to  shun  its  burdens.  The  geptle- 
man  from  Pcimsvlvania  himself  would  not  agree 
to  extend  the  Missouri  compromise  line  to  the 
Pacific  ? 

Mr.  GROW.    I  would  not. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  Try  it  when  you  will  as 
a  principle,  rfnd  they  who  are  now  so  eager  about 
Kansas  will  repudiate  it,  because  they  desire  to 
restrict  the  extension  of  slavery  soxUhof  that  line. 
They  now  declare  it  was  in  the  nature  of  a  com- 
pact, but  only  applicable  to  the  country  acquired 
under  the  name  of  Louisiana.    I  my,  sir,  it  was 


ofifered  first  from  the  North  as  a  principle  to  be 
applicable  to  all  the  Territories  of  the  Umtd 
States,  and,  when  adopted  in  tlic  Missouri  ca*;, 
was  adopted  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  was  first 
offered.  The  action  of  the  Government  in  oibtr 
cases  proves  the  fact.  When  Texas  was  annexed 
— aslavaholding  republic — why  was  the  prohibi- 
tion north  of  360  30*  applied  to  her  and  to  the 
States  to  be  formed  out  of  that  part  of  her  do- 
main ?  k  was  done  in  obedience  to  what  km 
accepted  as  the  spirit  of  the  Missouri  compro- 
mise. No  other  reason  can  be  given  for  the  act; 
yet  Texas  was  not  of  the  country  called  Louis- 
iana. 

Why  was  the  proviso  applied  to  Oregon?  Mr. 
Polk,  then  President  of  the  United  States,  sent  a 
special  message  here,  giving,  as  his  reason  for 
signing  that  bill,  his  determination  to  abide  by 
and  carry  out  the  principle  of  the  J\Iissouri  ccmpro- 
mise.  He  distinctly  declared,  that  but  for  this 
reason  he  would  not  have  approved  the  bill;  and 
yet  Oregon  was  not  held  oy  our  "Louisiana" 
title.  Shedl  these  gentlemen  stand  by  and  accept 
the  principle  where  it  suits  their  purposes,  aod 
discard  it  when  they  are  in  pursuit  of  new  objccu 
it  does  not  suit?  When  did  the  southern  repre- 
sentation shrink  from  it,  until  northern  men  repu- 
diated and  scofifed  it,  and  said  it  was  limiu-d  to 
the  domain  acquired  as  Louisiana,  and  that  they 
would  not  observe  it  for  another  inch  of  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States  ?    Never,  sir;  never. 

There  is  not  a  chancellor  on  earth  who  wouid 
not  decree  that,  upon. the  facts  here  exhibited, 
and  the  necessary  implications  from  the  conduct 
of  the  nortliern  men  in  the  Texas  ofld  Oregon 
cases,  they  were  bound  to  abide  the  principle  in 
its  extension  to  all  the  Territories  of  the  Lniied 
States;  or  who  would  not  also  decree,  upon  the 
facts,  that,  when  the  North  repudiated  the  prio- 
ciple  of  the  compromise,  and  declined  to  abide 
its  extension f  tlie  other  section  was  at  liberty, 
without  breach  of  faith,  to  hold  the  whole  as 
abrogated — as  not  binding  in  law,  nor  in  the 
forum  of  conscience. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Illinois,  here  obtained  the 
floor. 

Mr.  GROW.  I  desire  to  say  a  word  hi  reply 
to  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  on  this  point 
of  the  truth  of  history. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Illinois 
has  the  floor. 

Mr.  GROW.  I  will  not  then  take  up  the  time 
of  the  gentleman,  but  take  another  occasion  to 
say  what  I  desire. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  should  not,  sir,  havewt- 
tempted  at  this  time  to  occupy  the  time  of  lite 
House  for  a  moment,  had  it  not  been  for  the  dec- 
laration made  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, [Mr.  Grow,]  who  dared  any  one  to  deny 
what  he  had  asserted.  In  the  full  confidence  that 
in  the  denial  of  that  assertion  would  be  the  truth 
I  ventured  a  denial  at  the  time.  The  statement 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  wa«, 
that  Mr.  Clay  was  the  supporter  of  the  Misaoun 
line  of  1820,  and  he  dared  any  one  to  deny  thai 
such  was  the  fixct. 

Mr.  GROW.  I  do  not  think  that  I  dared  any 
one  to  deny  it,  but  I  appealed  to  the  record  (or 
the  truth  of  mv  assertion. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  Well ,  whether  the  gentleman 
did  or  not,  his  words  are  taken  by  the  reporters, 
and  their  record  will  show  how  the  fact  is. 

Mr.  GROW.   Very  well;  let  that  determine  it. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  But  I  want  to  say  a  few  words 
in  connection  with  this  question,  and  to  dispose 
of  the  challenge  which  the  gentleman  has  thrown 
out  to  the  House.  I  state  here  in  my  place«  in&i 
the  remark  which  the  gentleman  made,  that  iMr. 
Clay  favored  the  territorial  restriction,  is  not  cor- 
rect. What  does  the  record  show?  In  the  bm 
place  I  read  from  the  17th  volume  of  Niles  s  re- 
gister, pages  174  and  175,  as  follows: 

«  Wednesday,  Jannary  36,  (1820.)  At>w  otherbww^ 
the  House  went  into  Cominiuee  ©f  the  Whole  I*'-  '»'^ 
win  in  the  chair)  on  the  Missouri  trill.  mmtai' 

"  The  proposition  under  consideration  w>»  *°  Tnt,r 
ment  oiTered  yesterday  to  ihe  second  secUon  of  "I^JJJJLj 
Mr.  Storrs,  substantially  to  alter  the  limit*  ol"  the  piyPT,. 


State,  so 
ary  thercoP 


bovod- 


08  to  make  the  Missouri  river  i*»«  "'V^'"^  4S 
017  MicivoP*— [with  the  view  of  drawing  »  "°*  ^Srirooo 
those  in  ffevor  of^  and  those  opposed  to,  the  slsve  reKw»" 
migfat  coraproimse  their  view^.J  .      ,  h«of* 

"  Mr.  Storrs  rose  and  withdrew  the  »«»«nJ^Jl,*Lf : 
fered  yesterday,  and  in  lieu  thereof  submitted  the  fww^^. 

*'^ind  provided  fwrther,  and  U  is  Hereby  tnaded,  J  W" 
ever  hereafter  neither  slavery  nor  involontaiy  **'*"~J  mA 
cept  for  the  poniahment  of  crimes  for  wtoWi  tii«  P«ny  "^ 
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elected  Speaker.  I  then  voted  for  Mr.  Cobb  di- 
rect on  the  balloting,  and  tndireci/i/  by  voting  for 
the  plurality  rule;  and  I  would  vote  for  that  rule 
to-day,  if  it  would,  in  my  opinion,  elect  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia,  or  the  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois, [Mr.  Richardson.]  I  do  not  consider  that 
there  is  any  moral  principle  or  constitutional  ques- 
tion involved  in  the  vote;  and  I  know  tlmt  some 
of  the  gentlemen  over  the  way,  who  now  clamor 
loudest  for  the  rule,  were  then  its  most  bitter  oppo- 
nents. 

When  I  voted  for  Mr.  Cobb  by  voting  for  the 
plurality  rule,  I  voted  for  a  white  man,  who  had 
made  up  his  opinion,  and  who  believed  himself, 
.and  every  man,  woman,  and  child  of  the  whit« 
race  in  the  United  States,  superior  to  the  ne,gro. 
To  vote  for  the  plurality  rule  now  would  be 
voting  indirectly  for  Mr.  Banks;  and  that  would 
be  to  say,  by  my  vote,  that  every  white  man, 
woman,  and  child  in  the  United  States  were 
equals  with  the  negro.  The  ne^ro  may  be  the 
equal  of  gentlemen  who  preach  this  doctrine; 
and,  if  it  suits  their  purposes,  they  may  hug  him 
to  their  bosoms,  ana  take  him  in  their  families 
as  such,  but  he  is  not  my  equal,  nor  do  I  con- 
sider any  white  man  my  equal  who  thinks  him- 
self no  better  than  a  neero. 

Gentlemen  rely  upon  tne  language  of  the  Decla- 
ration of  Independence  to  sustain  their  position; 
but  in  all  matters  of  doubt  in  the  construction  of 
laws  and  the  events  of  history,  the  practice  and 
understanding  of  tliose  who  lived  and  acted  at 
the  time  is  the  rule  of  interpretation.  Our  revo- 
lution and  declaration  of  freedom  embraced  only 
the  white  race.  It  left  the  negro  a  slave,  as  it 
found  him;  and  these  facts  are  a  full  answer  to 
those  gentlemen  who  have  grown  wiser  than  our 
fathers,  by  declaring  an  equality  of  races.  In 
voting  against  the  plurality  rule  now,  I  vote 
against  this  odious  doctrine,  for  it  is  the  effect  of 
the  {K)saion  of  Mr.  Banks  and  his  followers. 

I  also  then  voted  for  the  Missouri  compromise, 
of  which  the  ^ntlemeu  have  spoken  so  much.  I 
think  I  must  nave  voted  for  it  near  fifty  times  in 
1850;  yet  I  imagine  no  consideration  could  now 
make  me  vote  for  it.  I  have  always  considered  it 
unconstitutional,  and  that  a  great  wrong  was  in- 
flicted upon  the  South  in  its  original  passage.  I 
doubt  not  but  that  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr.  Grow]  is  correct  when  he  quotes  some 
expressions  from  southern  men  rejoicingr  over  it. 
They  had  a  right  to  congratulate  tnemselves  and 
the  country  upon  what  seemed  to  be  an  escape 
from  a  great  and  ruinous  litigation  between  two 
sections  of  the  Union,  which  threatened  to  end 
in  a  bloody  war.  Those  parties  to  this  litigation 
had  a  riffht  to  waive  their  claims  of  constitutional 
and  jcgd  rights,  and  **  settle  the  matters  in  dis- 
pute,* not  according  to  law,  but  by  agreement. 
They  did  agree ;  and  although  many  of  our  lead- 
ing men  thought  the  South  nad  suffered  great  in- 
justice, yet  her  politicians,  always  in  good  faith, 
supported  the  principles  of  the  Missouri  com- 

Eromise  up  to   the  passage  of  the  compromise 
ills  of  1850,  which  established  a  principle  instead 
of  a  geographical  line. 

In  1848,  tne  South  offered  to  extend  this  line  to 
the  Pacific  ocean,  and  only  four  northern  men 
could  tlicn  be  found  in  this  House  to  help  her  do 
BO.  In  1850,  when  I  had  the  honor  of  a  seat 
here,  the  South  voted  unanimously  near  fiftv 
^mcs  for  the  Missouri  compromise  line;  while 
not  a  half  dozen  men  from  the  North  could  be 
forced  to  vote  for  it;  and  I  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Grow]  if  it  is  not  great 
effrontery  in  his  party  to  send  him  here  with  the 
hypocritical  allegation  in  his  mouth,  that  they 
have  rel^iously  kept  their  promise.  I  have  no 
confidence  in  such  religious  professions;  they  arc 
intended  to  cover  up  deep  fraud.  These  men 
have  never  been  for  the  Missouri  compromise 
line;  they  have  opposed  it  at  all  times.  It  now 
suits  their  purposes  to  come  here  and  howl  over  it, 
to  excite  their  constituents  at  home. 

Mr.  MAXWELL.  Mr.  Clerk,  there  was  a 
view  thrown  out  by  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr.  Grow,1  in  relation  to  the  contro- 
versy of  18^,  which  1  think  does  injustice,  not 
only  to  Mr.  Clay,  who  was  eulogized  and  justly 
eulogized  by  that  gentleman,  but  also  does  in- 
jusuce  to  Mr.  Pinckney ,  of  South  CaroHna,  and 
other  distinguished  gentlemen  from  the  South, 
who  voud  for  the  adoption  of  the  Missouri 
restrictioB.    He  imputes  to  those  gentlemen  feel- 


ings of  triumph  upon  the  part  of  the  South  at 
the  passage  of  that  measure.  He  does  this,  I 
will  admit,  with  some  plausibility,  on  the  idea 
that  he  is  sustained  in  the  declaration  made  by 
Mr.  Clay  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  I 
tell  the  gentleman  that  that  declaration  is  suscept- 
ible of  an  explanation,  which  does  not  contradict 
the  idea  that  Mr.  Clay,  on  the  floor  of  Congress, 
used  his  mighty  eloquence  against  the  restriction 
ither  on  the  State  or  on  the  Territories. 
Sir,  what  was  the  triumph  for  which  those 

fentlemen  took  pride  in  having  a  part  in  that 
ay?  It  was  not  a  triumph  in  having  adopted 
the  Missouri  restriction,  but  it  was  a  tnumpn  in 
having  d&feated  the  attempt  of  northern  men  to 
deprive  Missouri,  claiming  to  have  sovereign 
rights,  of  the  privilege  of  adopting  slavery  into 
her  constitution.  The  struggle  commenced  on 
the  part  of  the  South  in  an  effort  to  meet  the 
North  in  her  design  of  exclusion  of  slavery  from 
the  State  of  Missouri,  notwithstanding  tJie  fact 
that  the  people  of  Missouri  had  adopted  a  con- 
stitution in  which  they  were  willing  to  take  as  a 
part  of  their  domestic  policy  tliis  much-abused 
institution  of  slavery.  The  controversy  of  that 
day  was  against  this  effort  to  deny  to  Missouri  the 
pnvileee  of  keeping  slaves  in  her  territory  if  she 
wished  it.  That  was  pressed  with  earnestness. 
It  was  pressed  with  power.  It  was  pressed,  as 
we  are  now  pressed  by  northern  Republicans,  to 
an  extent  wnich  had  roused  the  southern  mind 
to  every  energy  which  was  necessary  to  meet  the 
great  crisis.  And  how  did  they  meet  it  r  They 
met  it  by  the  triumph  which  saved  Missouri ;  but 
unfortunately  they  met  it  by  a  concession  as  to 
the  Territories  then  yet  to  be  organized,  which  has 
given  us  all  the  trouble  there  has  been  about  this 
slave  question.  There  was  the  triumph  in  which 
southern  men  prided  themselves;  that  they  had 
saved  the  brignt  escutcheon  of  Missouri;  that 
they  had  saved  to  her  the  soverei^ty  which, 
claiming  to  be  the  equal  of  the  souUiern,  north- 
ern, eastern,  or  of  any  other  States,  she  was  fVilly 
entitled  to  under  the  plain  declarations  of  the 
Constitution.  It  was  something  to  triumph  over; 
and  it  was  that  which  Mr.  Pinckney  alluded  to 
when  he,  at  midnight,  congratulated  nimself  and 
southern  friends  on  the  fact  that  a  great  triumph 
had  been  achieved. 

Now,  sir,  this  view,  too,  will  reconcile  the 
declaration  of  Mr.  Clay  with  the  facts  of  the  case. 
He  did,  with  all  his  eloquence,  oppose  the  Mis- 
souri restriction — not  only  the  restriction  on  the 
State  but  on  the  Territories;  but  findine;  himself 
pressed  to  the  wall  to  save  Missouri,  wnether  he 
voted  for  it  or  not,  he  showed  himself— at  least 
other  southern  men  showed  themselves,  willing 
to  extend  this  line  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  or  as  far 
as  our  territories  then  extended ;  and  in  this  view 
I  think  that  wc^ave  an  explanation  of  these  facts 
'  whicli  will  give  the  gentleman  frJm  Pennsylvania 
no  advantage  in  claiming  that  southern  men  were 
exceedingly  anxious  ta  adopt  this  Missouri  re- 
striction. 

Mr.  CADWALADER.  I  intend  at  a  proper 
time  to  reply  to  the  remarks  of  my  colleague  from 
Pcimsylvania,  [Mr.  Grow,]  by  presenting  a 
connected  historical  review  of  tlie  legislation  of 
the  United  States  on  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the 
Territories.  Representing,  as  I  do,  a  northern 
constituency,  true  to  the  constitutional  rights  of 
our  slaveholding  brethren,  I  cannot  pass  the 
remarks  of  my  colleague  without  notice.  For 
their  refutation  I  desire  only  an  opportunity  to 
s,et  forth  truthfully  what  has  occurred  in  the  polit- 
ical history  of  our  country,  with  very  little  inci- 
dental explanation.  I  am  now  fulfy  prepared 
to  proceed  with  this  historical  examination.  In 
oruer  to  present  it  intelligibly,  I  would«  however, 
require  nearly  half  an  hour;  and,  as  the  day  is 
already  far  advanced,  I  do  not  ask  a  suspension 
of  the  ten-minute  rule,  but  will  postpone  its  pre- 
sentment until  a  suitable  period  in  the  debates 
which  are  to  follow  th«  organization  of  the 
House." 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  Is  the  gentleman  pre- 
pared to  go  on  now  ? 

Mr.  CADWALADER.    lam. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  Then  I  move  that  tl^e 
gentleman  be  allowed  to  proceed. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  took  the  floor. 

Mr.  CADWALADER.  I  have  no  wish  to 
claim  the  floor  given  by  the  consent  of  others, 
which  I  do  not  invoke.    Therefore,  a  part  of  my 


time  is  at  the  service  of  the  gentleman  from  Louis- 
iana. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  The  gentleman  will  proceeo. 
I  will  go  on  with  my  remarks  when  he  nas  con- 
cluded . 

A  Voice.    What  is  the  question  ? 

The  CLERK.  The  question  is  on  an  amend- 
ment to  the  ten-minute  rule,  that  debate  be  limited 
to  five  minutes. 

Mr.  EDIE.  I  object  to  any  member  occupying 
more  than  ten  minutes  in  deoate. 

Mr.  CADWALADER.  I  do  not  ask  it,  and 
I  do  not  understand  that  it  is  accorded  to  me.'At 
any  time  within  the  limit  of  a  half  hour  I  desire 
to  present,  in  answer  to  the  suggestions  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  and  I  hope  in  refu- 
tation of  the  premises  which  he  has  erroneously 
assumed  as  Iiistorical  truths,  a  connected  state- 
ment of  the  legislation  of  the  Conf>ress  of  the 
United  States  concerning  slavery  in  the  Terri- 
tories. In  doing  so,  I  shall  have  need  of  no  argu- 
ment. Several  of  my  friends  understood  this  as 
an  implied  request  on  my  part  for  the  time.  1  did 
not  mean  to  make  it.  I  could  not  sit  in  my  seat 
and  allow  to  pass  unnoticed  the  assumptions  of 
my  colleague,  who  has  most  erroneously  assumed 
his  opinions  to  be  those  of  the  great  body  of  the 
constitutional  men  of  the  North. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  am  sorry  that 
this  discussion  has  sprung  up  when,  under  the 
rule  limiting  debate,  we  cannot  do  Justice  to  the 
facts  which  we  can  present.  StjU  I  cannot  per- 
^t  the  expressions  which  have  fallen  from  the 
eentleman  from  Pennsylvania  to  pass  unnoticed. 
What  he  has  assumed  is  an  entire  perversion  of 
history.  What  was  this  Missouri  compromise, 
of  which  the  gentleman  speaks?  The  gentleman 
forgets  its  history.  This  pretended  compromise 
was  a  simple  act  of  the  National  Legislature, 
standing  upon  our  statute-book;  and  the  circ4im- 
stances  connected  with  the  adoption  of  that  act, 
and  of  the  admission  of  Missouri  into  the  Union, 
show  that  his  assumption  is  a  perversion  of 
language  and  of  facts. 

Mr.  Clerk,  when  the  people  occupying  the  then 
Territo^  of  Missouri  naa  increased  in  numbers 
so  thatUney  were  entitled  to  apply  for  admission 
into  the  Union,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
proceeded  to  take  the  action  necessary  to  ebable 
that  people  to  frame  a  constitutipn  for  their  gov^ 
ernment  when  the  Territory  became  a  State. 
When  the  matter  was  agitated  in  the  House  of 
Ret)resentatives,  instead  of  according  to  them  the 
liberty  of  choosing  fbr  themselves  uicir  own  in- 
stitutions, opposition  was  made  to  it  by  the  north- 
ern members  of  the  House,  and,  by  their  votes, 
the  right  was  denied  them.  Insteao  of  extending 
to  them  that  Republican,  that  Democratic  right, 
the  benefit  of  that  principle  which  is  the  basis  of 
all  republican  institutions,  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives adopted  an  act  providing  for  the  organ- 
isation of  a  government  prohibiting  slavery 
within  the  limits  of  the  Territory  of  Missoun. 
That  act  went  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 
and  there  it  met  with  opposition.  It  could  not 
have  passed  the  Senate ,  because ,  though  the  south- 
ern States  wore  in  an  inferiority  of  numbers  in 
the  House  of  Representatives,  they  stood  equal 
to  the  northern  States  in  the  Senate.  And  then, 
a  gentleman  from  one  of  the  States  of  the  North, 
Mr.  Thomas,  of  Illinois,  proposed  to  get  rid  of 
the  difficulty,  and  to  permit  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri to  meet  in  convention  and  aaopt  such  insti- 
tutions as  they  saw  fit,  on  the  condition  that  sla- 
very should  be  excluded  from  the  territory  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  contemplated  State,  north  of  360 
30' .  That  proposition  was  acted  on  in  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States;  it  passed,  and  was  sent  back 
to  the  lower  House;  it  received  the  sanction  of 
the  lower  House,  and  became  an  act  of  the  Na- 
tional Legislature;  and  what  was  the  result?  Is 
this  the  act  which  the  gentleman  says  was  a  com- 
promise? A  compromise  binds  all  the  parties  to 
it.  But  what  was  the  fact  in  this  instance  ?  ffhe 
people  of  Missouri  elected  delegates  who  nwt  in 
convention,  and  framed  a  constitution,  and  in  thai 
constitution,  exercising  their  inalienable  righu^, 
they  sanctioned  the  institution  of  slavery,  and 
made  it  permanent. 

.  When  that  constitution  was  brought  into  this 
Hall,  and  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the 
National  Legislature,  how  was  this  "compro- 
mise ** — as  the  gentleman  is  pleased  to  call  the 
act  in  question — regarded?     In  this  Hall,  the 
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Clerk  ]  Strike  out  the  words,  "until  a  Speaker 
is  elected,*'  and  insert  in  lieu  of  them,  **  ror  one 
week  from  this  time." 

Mr.  BOYCE.  I  hope  the  resolution  wiH  not 
be  adopted.     What  do  you  gain  by  that  ? 

The  CLERK,  (interrupting.)  Debate  is  out 
of  order. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  You  can  rescind  it  at  any 
time. 

The  resolution  bein*  modiHcd,  so  as  to  re- 
■trict  its  operation  to  one  week,  the  roll  was 
called  on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  and  there 
were — yeas  61,  nays  VM;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Mrssm.  Aiken,  Barkcdalc,  Bell,  Bocock,  Bowie, 
Boyc«,  HiimeU,  Jobii  P.  CainpbuU,  Lewis  D.  (J:unpb;<ll, 
Ctu-hlo,  CarutlicrM,  Cox, Craigc, CuUnn,  Davidson,  DouUell, 
Eduiunil^on,  E'lioit,  £u-ti4,  Cvan.«,  Faulkner,  Florence, 
Tlioniad  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goodo,  Auzu^tu-*  Hall,  E?anip-on  VV. 
Uarru,  Thomas  L.  Harris,  llerbcrl,  Houston,  J.  Glancy 
Jonc>,  Kid\ve|l,Lelcber,  Lumpkin.  Alexander  K.  Mar- bull, 
Samuel  cf.  Marshall,  Maxwell,  MeMulIni,  IMc-Quoen.  Mill- 
son.  Moore,  Mordeeai  Oliver,  O.t,  Peek,  Powell,  Keady, 
Richardson,  Ruflin,  Ruht,  Savage,  VViUi.ifn  Smilh,  Kneed, 
Stewart,  Talbou,  Tnvlor,  Vail,  Valk,  Walker,  Watkiut*, 
Win.^low,  Daniel  B.  VViigbl,  and  Jobn  V.  \Vri?Ut-GL 

NAYS  —  Messrs.  Albrigbt,  Allison,  Banks,  Barclay, 
Henry  Bennett,  IJendlcy  S.  Bennett,  Benson,  BilliuphurHt, 
Bin^un,  BL-hop,  Bli-H,  Brad -haw,  Brenton,  Broom,  Bui' 
finsiion,  Burlingmuc.  James  H.  ("amphetl,  CbafTee,  Bayard 
Clark,  Clawaon,  Clinpman,  Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R. 
W.  Cobb,  Colfax,  Cominj',  Cra?i»),  Cumbaek,  Damrell, 
Henry  Winter  Davis,  Timoiljy  Davi-^,  Day,  Dean,  De  Witt, 
Dick,  Diek>:on,Dodd,  Dmin,  Durrfo,  EJie,  El  wards,  Cmrie, 
Eii^iLxli,  Etlierid^c,  Foster,  Giddiiij?.^,  Gilbert,  («ranjter, 
(jreniwood,  Grow,  Hrirlan,  Harri.-on,  Haven,  Hickman, 
Hoffman,  Holloway,Tnonias  R.  Hortou,  Valentine  IJ.  Hor- 
ton,  Howard,  Huih^ton,  Jcwett,  George  VV.  Jorie? ,  Kelly, 
Kel.sey,  Knapp,  Knight.  Knowlton,  Rnox,  Lake,  Loiter, 
Lindlcy,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Malteion,  Met^irty,  Mna- 
chnm.  {Smith  Miller,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Mott,  Niciiols,  Nor- 
ton, Andrew  Oliver,  Pame,  Parker,  Pearee,  Pelion,  Peltit, 
Pike,  Porter,  Prin^jlR,  Purvianec.Uuitman,  Read^,  Robbins, 
Roberta,  Sabin,  Sace,  Sandulse,  S?app,  Scott,  8hennan, 
iSimmont;,  VViUiani  R.  ^'mitll.Spmner,  Stanton.  Stmnahan, 
Tappan,  Thorin^ton,  Thurston.  Todd,  Trafton,  Trippe, 
Underwood.  VVade,\Vakeman,  Walbridge,  VValtlron,  War- 
ner, Cadwalnder  C\  Washburne,  Ellihu  B.  VVa-nhbunse, 
tsraei  Washburn,  Watson,  Wel^'h,  Wells,  Whitney,  Wil- 
iinnis,  Wood,  Woodruff,  and  Wo<)dwonli — I2ri. 

So  the  resolution  was  not  laid  on  the  table. 

Pending  the  call, 

Mr.  SrsfEED  said:  I  have  been  desired  by  my 
colleague,  Mr.  Smith,  to  state  that  he  has  paired 
off  for  the  remainder  of  the  day  with  Mr.  Ritchie, 
a  Ba.ves  man. 

Mr.  EDIE.  I  have  been  desired  by  my  col- 
league, Mr.  KuNEEL,  to  state  that  he  htis  paired 
off  for  the  day  with  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  Mr.  Branch. 

Mr.  FAULKNER.  I  move  that  the  House 
do  now  adjourn. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  was 
not  agreed  to. 

*^  Mr.  ORR.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution. 

The  yeas  and  nnys  were  ordered. 

Mr.  CARUTHE'RS.  Will  the  Clerk  read  the 
resolution  again  .^ 

The  resolution  was  again  reported,  the  modi- 
fictvtion  limiting  its  operation  to  one  week  having 
been  made. 

Mr.  EUSTIS.  I  move  that  tlie  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  That  motion  is  not  in 
order,  n.s  it  has  just  now  been  voted  down. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  that 
sort  of  business  has  been  transacted,  the  yeas  and 
nays  having  been  ordered,  and  is  therefore  of 
opinion  that  the  motion  is  in  order. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  it  was  not  agreed 
to. 

The  roll  was  then  called  on  the  question  of  the 

adoption  of  Mr.  Clingman's  resolution,  and  tJiere 

wefe — yeas  119,  nays  74;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrt*.  Albri<tbt,  Alli-ion,  Bank^  Barclay,  Hen- 
ry Bennett,  Benson,  Biihn^iuritt,  Bin^liain,  Bishop,  Blids, 
Bmdxhaw,  Brenton,  Broom,  Bu^n<;ton,  Burlingame,  Cad- 
wal.-uler,  Lewid  D.  Campbell.  Chaffee,  Clawi^cm,  ClJn;;man, 
Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  VV.  Cobb,  Col  tax,  Comina, 
Covode,  Cragin,  Cumbaek,  Damrell,  Henry  Winter  Dav»«, 
Day,  Dean,  De  Wilt,  Dick,  Diekson,  Dodd,  Dunn,  IJurl'ce, 
Kdie,  Edwardi,  Emrie,  English,  Eiheridge,  Fo  ter,  Gid- 
diiij;^,  Gdbert,  Granscr,  Greenwood,  Grow,  Hnrinn,  J. 
Morrison  Harri<4,  Haven,  Hickman,  Hoffman,  Holioway, 
Tlioiuai<  R.  Horton,  Valentine  B.  Horton,  Howard,  Hugtw- 
ton^  Jewell,  George  W.  Jonc:<,  Keilt,  KcUey,  Knapp, 
Knight,  Knowlton,  Knox.  Leiter,  Alexander  K.  Marshall, 
Mattexon,  MeCarty,  Meaeham,  Smith  Miller,  Morgan,  Mor- 
rill, Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Peorec.  Pelton,  Petiil, 
Plitlp-f,  Pike,  Priu'rle,  Pur\'ianee,  Bobbins,  Rtibert-*,  Sabin, 
fc>a!;r,  c?andidi!^.  Sapp,  Sherman,  t^lnnnons,  William  R. 
Bmith,  Sphmer,  Sf.iiion.  Strnnahajj,  Swop?,  TapiKi'n.Thor- 
inffion,  Thur>ton,  Todd,  Trat\on,  Trippe,  Ij'ndcrwood,  Vail, 
Wade,  Wakcman,  Walbridge.  AValdron,  Warner,  CaUwal- 
•der  C.  Waatibanie,  JBUitiu  B.  Washbume,  ltfa«l  Wasli- 
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bum,  Watson,  Wells,  Whitney,  Wood,  Woodruff,  and 
Wood  worth— 119. 

NAVS^Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barkwiale,  Bell,  Hendley 
8.  Benn»tt,  Boeock,  Bowie,  Boyce,  Burnett,  John  P.  Camp- 
bell, Carlile,  Canithew,  <*ox,  Craitje,  Cullen,  DavidK)n, 
Dowdcll,  Edmund/*on,  Elliott,  Euf^ti:*,  Evano,  Faulkner, 
Florence,  Tljonias  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode,  Auguntu>*  Hall, 
Sanip«on  VV.  Harris,  Thomau  L.  Ilarris,  Herbert,  H*»Ui«ton, 
J.  Glancy  Jone«,  Kelly,  Kennctl,  Kidwell,  Lake,  Letcher, 
Lindley,  Lumpkin,  Humphrey  MarnhaiJ,  Samuel  8.  .Mar- 
shall, Alaxwell,  McMulifn,  McUueen,  MHIion.  Moore, 
Mott,  Nichols*,  Mordeeai  Oliver,  Orr,  Paine,  Peek,  Porter, 
Powell,  Qiiirman,  Ueade,  Ready,  Uieaud,  Uichardt^on,  Ruf- 
fin.  Rurtt.  Savajfe,  Seott,  William  i^mitli,  Sneed,  Stewart, 
Taibott,  Taylor,  Valk,  VValker,  Watkin  =,  WUIiams,  Wins- 
low,  Daniel  B.  Wriahl,  and  John  V.  Wright— 74. 

So  the  resolution  was  ao^ted. 

Mr.  BARKSDALE.  I  move  that  the  House 
do  now  adjourn. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

The  House  thereupon  (at  half  past  three 
o'clock,  p.  m.)  adjourned  till  Alonday,  at  twelve 
o'clock,  m.  * 

IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  January  21,  1856. 
Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Hexry  C.  Dean. 
The  Journal  of  Thursday  last  was  read  and 
approved. 

Hon.  Sam  Houston  appeared  in  his  seat  this 
morning. 

COMMITTEE  ON  PRINTING. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  ap|>ointed 
Messrs.  Johnson,  Fitzpatrick,  and  tsssENr 
DEN,  members  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  SEWARD  presented  the  petition  of  Jacob 
Wav^hin^ton  Morse,  who  served  in  the  Navy 
during  the  la.st  war  with  Great  Britain,  praying 
to  bo"  allowed  arrears  of  pay,  and  a  pension; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  presented  the  petition  of  Rufus 
K.  Lane,  a  soldier  in  the  last  war  with  Great 
Britain,  praying  to  be  allowed  arrears  of  pension; 
which  was  referred  to  tlie  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

Also,  a  paper  in  relation  to  the  clainl  of  Ben- 
jamin Berrv.  a  revolutionary  soldier,  to  a  pen- 
sion; whichwas  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Mr.  RUSK  presented  a  letter  of  C.  Vrnder- 
bilt,  on  the  subject  of  ocean  mail  service  between 
the  United  States  and  Europe;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  tne  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  CLAY  presented  the  petition  of  citizens 
of  De  Kollj  county,  Alabama,  praying  that  Sarah 
Bcn^e,  widow  of  Obadiah  Benge,  a  revolutionary 
soldier,  may  be  allowed  a  pension;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

ADJOURNMENT  OVER. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  STUART,  it  was 

Ordered^  That  when  the  Senate  a^Joui'iM  to  day,  it  be  to 
meet  on  ThuriMlay  iiuxt. 

HARBORS  ON  THE  COAST  OF  TEXAS. 

Mr.  RUSK  submitted  the  following  resolution; 

which  was  consider^  by  unanimous  consent,  and 

agreed  to: 

Re*ohed^  That  the  Secretory  of  War  be  requested  to 
inform  the  Senate  whether,  in  his  opinion,  any  fortfficaiiona 
arc  ni'ce??ary  lor  tlic  dcfonsc  of  the  hnrbort;  of  Galveston, 
Suluria,  and  other  barborii  upon  the  coast  of  Tcxafl ;  and 
if  go,  to  furnit^h  ei«timates  for  tlie  suui-*  of  money  nccf.isary 
to  be  appropriated  ibr  the  con«truciiou  uf  cuch  I'onifica- 
lions. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  R^FERRtD. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  napors  on  the  flle«  of  the  Senate  re- 
lating to  the  claim  of  Leslie  Combi  to  a  pension,  bo  referred 
to  the  Coniinittee  on  Pensions. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  it  was 
OrdcrtJ,  That  the  papers  in  the  caseof  Ab<'l  S.Jackson, 

be  ^vitlidrawn  t^m  tiie  files,  and  referred  to  the  Conmiiuee 

oa  Pensions.  * 

On  potion  by  Mr.  FISH,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  Ausafftus  Ford, 
praying  for  compensation  for  a  chart  of  Lake  Ontario,  pre- 
pared by  him  durins  tlin  war  of  181-2,  for  the  use  of  the 
M]nadrou  on  that  lake,  before  lii^  entrance  into  the  public 
irrvice,  be  withdrawn  from  the  files  of  the  Senate,  aiTd 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aflairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  IVERSON,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  Lewis  Rollston, 
praying  ioi  romuneiaiion  for  the  tow  of  bis  improvemeuts, 


contrary  to  the  provi«ions  of  the  Cherokee  treaty  of  IKTj, 
he  withdrawn  from  the  (ilea  of  the  Senate,  and  ret'ciTiHl  to 
the  Cumniittce  on  Indian  Afikirs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  STUART,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  and  papprs  of  John  L.  Wor- 
d«?n,  prayinft  rompcnpaiion  foroxtra naval  •ervice,  bewah- 
draWh  from  tlie  flies  of  tlie  Senate,  and  referreit  to  tiie  Court 
of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  William  Money,  who  prayed  for  payment 
for  hordes  taken  from  liiin  during  the  Mexican  war,  have 
leave  to  withdraw  his  memorial  and  papern:. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  Ceorjfc  Stealey,  who  prayed  to  b?  coro- 
nen:*alcd  for  expenses  and  services*  while  on  a  niLsMcn  to 
Indian  tribes  in  California,  have  leave  to  witbdraw  his 
juemorial  and  papers. 

NAVAL  RETIRING  BOARD. 

Mr.  BUTLER  presented  the  petition  of  Thnmai 
R.  Gcdney,  a  commander  in  tne  Navy,  who  has 
been  placed  on  the  furlough  list,  prayino:  that  he 
may  ue  transferred  to  the  retired  list  of  the  Navy; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  ou  Naval 
Affairs.  * 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Thomas  Peti»n"\k%  late 
a  commander  in  the  Navy,  who  has  been  dropped 
in  consequence  of  the  recommendation  o(  the  late 
naval  board,  praying  to  bo  restored  to  his  former 
position  in  the  service;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Conimiiicc  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Thomas  Paine,  a  captain 
in  the  Navy,  who  has  been  placed  on  the  reserved 
list,  praying  to  be  restored  to  his  former  position 
in  the  ISavy;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Affiiirs. 

Also,  resoluiioHH  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
South  Carolina,  in  relation  to  the  action  of  the 
late  naval  board,,  in  con.sequence  of  which  Lieut. 
.T.  N.  Alaflilt  has  been  placed  on  the  rt  sened  lisi; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Afiairs. 

Mr.  DAYARD.  I  desire  to  present  the  memo- 
rial of  Charles  Gray,  late  a  passed  midshipman 
in  the  Navy,  who  was  dropped  in  consequence 
of  the  recommendation  of  the  late  naval  b6ard, 
praying  to  be  restored  to  his  former  position  in 
the  service.  I  may  state  one  fact  connected  with 
this  case.  The  removal  must,  I  suppose,  be  re- 
^Erarded  as  having  been  for  inefficiency.  The  fact 
is,  that  the  memorialist  has  been  twelve  years  and 
eli'ven  months  in  the  service  of  th^'iiited  States; 
and  during  that  period  of  time  he  has  been  at  aea 
eleven  years  and  six  month:t,  and  has  been  en- 
gaged on  shore  duty  for  nine  mouths;  so  that  he 
has  been  for  nearly  the  whole  period  in  active 
service,  but  yet  he  is  found  to  oe  an  inefficient 
officer!  I  move  that  the  memorial  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  Mr.  President,  I  present  the 
memorial  of  Captain  Charles  Boarman,  of  the 
United  States  Navy,  who  hasT>een  placed  on  the 
relin?d  list  by  the  late  naval  board.  This  gentle- 
man supposes,  and  I  presume  rightly,  that Ite  has 
been  placed  on  that  list  because  of  his  supposed 
inefficiency;  whereas,  he  says  he  is  at  the  present 
time  possessed  of  as  sound  a  constitution  as  any 
officer  in  the  Navy;  he  is  in  the  most  vigorous 
health,  and  feels  himself  quite  as  competent  and 
willing  to  perform  the  most  active  and  arduous 
service  as  he  ever  has  been.  He  entered  th« 
Navy,  I  think,  at  about  thirteen  years  of  age, 
before  tlie  last  war  with  Great  Britain.  He  has 
seen  a  great  deal  of  service  on  the  lakes,  at  sea, 
and  on  shore.  He  was  selected  (because  he  was 
said  to  be  a  good  naval  officer  as  first  lieutenant) 
as  commander  of  a  frigate,  fuid  has  been  assigned 
to^h6  command  of  numbers  of  vessels;  and  1 
believe  he  has  served  for  three  years  in  command 
of  the  navy-yard  at  New  Yt)rK.  All  the  duties 
of  these  places  he  discharged  satisfactorily  to  his 
superiors. 

He  says  further,  that,  during  all  his  serrice, 
he  was  never  suspended,  court-martialed,  or 
arrested.  He  never  was  conH>huncd  of,  nor  was 
there  ever  any  reason  to  complain  of  him  as  being 
intemperate,  even  in  a  single  instance.  He  knows 
that  he  is  younger  than  some  of  those  who  hare 
been  retained.  He  feels  that  he  is  in  as  vigorous 
a  condition  of  life  as  any  man  in  the  service^ 
perfectly  ready  to  discharge  any  duties  which 
may  be  assigned  to  those  on  the  active'^list.  He 
thinks,  therefore,  that  he  ou^ht  not  to  be  put  on 
the  reserved  list,  which  imphcs  that  he  is  ineffi- 
cknt.    He  furnishes  pretty  good  testimony  for 
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error  by  which  all  tribunals  are  liable  to  be  misled, 
rather  than  a  disregard  of  the  obligations  of  honor 
and  of  duty,  under  which  they  acted,  or  from 
unworthy  personal  considerations. 

I  have  not  the  advantage  of  a  personal  ac- 
quaintance  with  more  than  two  or  three  officers 
composing  the  board,  and  I  have  not  an  intimate 
acquaintance  with  one  of  them;  yet,  from  the 
character  Which  these  gentlemen  tear  with  the 
public  generally,  I  am  satisfied  that  a  more  hon- 
orable and  intelligent  body  of  ^en,  belonging  to 
the  different  grades  of  which  that  board  was 
composed,  could  not  probably  have  been  selected 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  from  the  whole 
naval  list,  or  one  better  calculated  to  inspire  gen- 
eral confidence  in  the  public  that  they  would  dis- 
charge their  duties  faithfully.  I  have  heard  from 
others,  who  have  had  better  opportunities  of  in- 
formation on  the  subject  than  1  have  had,  that 
the  members  of  that  board,  when  their  names 
were  first  anncmnced  to  the. public,  did  inspire 
very  general  ccfflfidence,  both  among  the  officers 
of  the  Navy  and  others  that  whatever  they  did 
would  be  dictated  by  the  highest  sense  of  honor 
and  duty,  as  well  as  by  as  great  a  share  of  wis- 
dom as  was  to  be  found  in  any  equal  number  of 
officers  in  the  Navy. 

I  cannot  conceive  that  there  was  a  single  mem- 
ber of  that  board  who,  if  he  had  been  left  to  his 
own  choice,  could  have  been  prevailed  upon  to 
discharge  a  duty  so  odious,  so  un^acious  as  that 
of  scanning  the  professional  claims  of  brother 
officers  under  this  law,  to  be  classed  in  the  retired 
or  furlough  list,  or  dropped  from  the  Navy.  I 
do  not  suppose  that  aXiy  inducement  could  have 
been  held  out  to  any  one  of  them  to  take  upon 
himself  so  invidious  an  office  save  the  duty  of 
obedience  to  the  head  of  the  Department,  or  to 
the  mandate  of  the  Grovemment.  If  that  be  true — 
and  I  doubt  not  it  is — it  is  our  imperative  duty — a 
duty  we  owe  not  only  to  the  public  interests,  but 
to  public  justice — that  when  we  undertake  to  re- 
dress any  grievances,  actual  or  supposed,  which 
may  have  been  suffered  by  individual  officers  of 
the  Navy,  we  should  take  care  in  doing  so  not  to 
do  injustice  to  those  who  have  been  called  to  dis- 
charge^ an  odious  task,  from  which  they  could  not 
shrink. 

There  is  something  due  to  the  public  and  vital 
interests  connected  with  the  naval  service,  as 
well  as  to  those  officers  who  conceive  themselves 
to  have  been  injured,  or  who  have  actually  been 
injured  by  the  proceedings  of  this  board.  It  was 
impossible^  that,  in  any  proceeding  of  the  nature 
provided  for  by  the  law,  exact  justice  could  have 
been  done  in  all  cases,  or  have  given  universal 
satisfaction.  Sir,  when  we  shall  have  succeeded 
in  providing  some  mode  of  redress  in  those  cases 
in  which  the  injustice  of  the  findings  of  the  board 
shall  appear  manifest,  there  will  still  remain  a 
number  of  cases  of  such  apparent  or  real  hard- 
ship to  the  families  of  the  individuals,  or  to  the 
individual  officers  themselves,  who  have  been 
dropped,  well  calculated  to  excite  our  sympa- 
thies*, but  we  must  take  care  that  our  sympathies 
do  not  mislead  us  so  far  as  to  forget  what  is  due 
to  the  country. 

This  question  is  a  difficult  and  delicate  one  in 
every  aspect  in  which  it  can  be  considered.  It 
was  the  general,  I  may  say  the  almost  universal 
sentiment  of  Congress  and  the  country,  that  Some, 
reform  was  needed  in  the  personnel  of  the  Navy. 
The  last  Congress  provided  the  mode  which  they 
thought  was  best,  and  the  only  one  which  could 
receive  the  assent  of  both  Houses  of  Congress. 
The  grave  question  is  now  presented,  whether  any 
remedy  under  our  system  of  Grovemment  can  be 
provided  for  the  state  of  things  which  was  sup- 
posed to  exist  in  tlie  Navy  prior  to  the  passage 
of  that  law,  should  the  proceedings  which  have 
taken  place  under  it  prove  abortive.  If  we  are 
so  moved  by  our  feelings  in  behalf  of  individuals 
who  have  been  unjustly  condemned  either  to  the 
reserved  or  furlough  list,  or  who  have  been 
dropped  altogether,  as  to  induce  us  to  cynnul  the 
proceedings  of  the  board  in  totOy  it  may  be  well 
questioned  Whether  any  other  mode  con  be  de- 
vised by  which  the  public  interests  can  be  duly 
protected. 

I  respectfully  submit  to  the  Senate  that  the 
provisions  of  the  law  of  the  last  Congress  are 
far  more  favorable  to  the  interest,  as  well  as  con- 
siderate of  the  professional  pride  and  feelings,  of 
thoM  officers  who  are  placea  on  the  reserved  list^ 


than  the  provisions  of  the  law  for  the  reduction 
of  the  Army  at  the  close  of  the  last  war  with 
Great  Britain,  which  has  been  cited  as  a  proceed- 
ing of  far  more  justice  than  the  present.  It  does 
seem  to  me  that  the  mode  in  which  the  reduction 
of  the  Army  was  effected  must  have  been  felt  as 
decidedly  harsher  and  more  deeply  wounding  to 
the  sensibilities  of  the  reduced  officers,  than  the 
provisions  of  the  late  law,  under  whfich  a  great 
number  of  officers' of  the  Navy  have  been  placed 
on  the  reserved  list,  can  possibly  be.  Honorable 
Senators  contend  that  tn^fficers  of  the  Army 
knew  that  there  was  a  nec^raity  for  the  reduction 
of  the  Army;  and  when  the  board,  selected  to 
guide  the  judgment  and  discretion  of  the  Execu- 
tive, had  selected  from  the  whole  list  of  officers 
the  number  provided  for  by  law,  as  the  peace 
establishment,  the  reduced  officers,  under  such 
circumstances,  could  not  have  felt  it  as  a  profes- 
sional degradation  to  have  been  dismissed  the 
service.  Not  so.  Every  officeapf  the  Army  who 
was  thus  dropped  must  have  felt  keenly  the  pref- 
erence which  was  bhown  to  those  of  his  brother 
officers  who  were  retained  in  the  service;  and 
though  they  may  have  been  too  proud  to  com- 
plain, yet  they  had  the  mortification  of  perceiving 
that  they  were  dropped  because  the  ooard  had 
decided  that  they  were  less  distinguished,  less 
efficient,  and  haa  less  claims  upon  the  gratitude 
of  the  country,  than  those  who  were  retained  in 
the  service. 

But  this  is  not  all.  No  matter  what  the  ne- 
cessity may  have  been  to  reduce  the  rank  «ind 
file  of*^  the  Army,  there  was  no  necessity  which 
forbade  a  provision  for  retiring  upon  ftilf  or  half 
pay  all  such  officera  as  had  gaUantly  served  their 
country  in  the  war  which  had  just  terminated; 
and  the  reduced  officers  must  have  felt  both  the  in- 
gratitude and  the  injustice  of  the  country  in  fail- 
ing to  itiake  such  a  provision  for  them.  I  do  not 
wish,  however,  to  dwell  longer  on  this  point.  I 
have  referred  to  it  only  to  show  that,  beyond  all 
comparison,  the  provisions  of  the  law  of^the  last 
Congress,  "  to  promote  the  efficiency  of  the 
Navy,"  are  more  just  and  liberal  to  tne  retired 
officera  than  the  provision  of  the  law  for  the  re- 
duction of  the  Armv. 

I  wish  now  to  submit  a  few  observations  upon 
the  case  of  Lieutenant  Maury. 

Mr.  Maury  entered  the  service  in  1825,  at  the  age 
of  nineteen  years.  While  he  was  serving  at  sea 
as  passed  midshipman,  he  wrote  his  treatise  upon 
navigation.  It  was  so  highly  approved  that  it 
became  the  text-book  of  the  Navy,  as  I  am  in- 
formed, and  was  at  one  time,  if  it  is  not  now, 
used  for  the  instruction  of  the  students  at  the 
Naval  School  at  Annapolis.  In  the  year  1837  he 
was  promoted  to  tlie  rank  of  lieutenant,  and  was 
appointed  astronomer  to  an  exploring  expedi- 
tion which  was  then  projected,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Commodore  Jones,  but  which  fell 
through.  The  next'year  he  was  assigned  to  the 
southern  harbor  service.  In  the  year  1839,  while 
absent  upon  leave  in  Tennessee,  with  the  pious 
intention  of  removing  his  aged  parents  to  life 
with  him  at  his  residence  in  Virginia,  there  to 
spend  the  remainder  of  their  days,  he  received  an 
order  from  the  Departrpent  to  proceed  with  dis- 
patch to  New  YorK,  to  join  a  vessel  then  fitting 
out  for  sea.  In  obeying  that  order,  and  traveling 
to  the  scene  of  his  duties,  he  was  capsized  in  a 
stage-coach,  and  by  that  accident  had  his  right 
leg  severely  fractured.  As  soon  as  he  was  able 
he  proceeded  to  New  York,  but  the  vessel  had 
sailed,  and,  as  he  then  was  laboring  under  dis- 
ability for  sea  service,  his  order^rere  revoked. 

Wnile  in  this  condition  he  devoted  himself  to 
the  study  of  naval  economy,  and  at  that  time 
appeared  in  the  public  papere  those  essays  under 
the  signature  of"  Harry  Bluff,"  which  attracted 
so  much  attention  and  commendation  in  naval  as 
well  as  other  circles.  I  believe  it  may  be  said 
that  several  of  the  beneficial  reforms  which  have 
taken  place  in  the  Navy  may  be  attributed  to  his 
writings  under  that  signature.  I  may  mention 
particularly  the  substitution  of  the  present  bureau 
system  of  the  Navy  Department  for  the  old  Board 
of  Navy  Commiseionera;  and  the  adoption  of  the 
policy  of  giving  a  thorough  education  to  midship- 
men before  they  are  sent  regularly  forth  to  sea. 

In  1842,  however,  he  was  sent  to  Washington, 
in  charge  of  the  Depot  of  Charts  and  Instru- 
ments, and  it  was  then  that  he  commenced  his 
celebrated  wind  and  xurrent  charts.     In  1844, 


the  National  Observatory  having  been  completed, 
he  was  placed  in  charge  of  that  establishn^ent  as 
superintendent;  and  such  was  his  success  in  or> 
ganizing  it,  with  the  aid  of  the  assistants  assi^ed 
him  by  the  Government,  that  the  first  volume  of 
observations,  published  soon  afterwards,  took  by 
surprise  the  first  astronomers  of  the  a^;  and  the 
Washington  Observatory  from  that  time  was 
classed  in  the  foremost  rank  of  such  establish- 
ments. 

By  the  assiduous  attention  of  Lieutenant  Maury, 
his  devotion  and  zeal  in  extending  his  wind  and 
current  charts,  he  succeeded,  with  the  aid  which 
has  been  given  him  by  the  Government,  in  bring- 
ing nearly  every  maritime  state  of  Europe  to  co- 
operate with  him  in  the  extension  of  that  work. 
Two  of  them  have  established  bureaus  for  the 
purpose  of  rendering  more  ^ective  aid — HoHand 
and  England.  The  bureau  estabhshed  in  Eng- 
land is  called  the  Meteorological  Department  o{ 
the  Bocu^  of  Trade;  and  it  is  a  circumstance 
highly  complimentary  to  Lieut.  Maury,  that  the 
chairman  of  the  parliamentary  committee  of  the 
British  Association,  (Lord  Wrottesley ,)  to  which 
all  subjects  of  science  are  referred,  proposed  to 
call  it  the  Maury  Department  of  the  Board  of 
Trade. 

Lieutenant  Maury  has  received  acknowledg- 
ments of  his  merit  and  services  of  the  roost  dek- 
cate  and  honorable  kind  from  many  of  the  Stales 
of  Europe.  Holland,  Sweden,  and  Norway  have 
struck  medals  in  his  honor  on  account  of  the  ser- 
vices which  he  has  rendered  to  the  commercial 
world.  The  King  of  Prussia  has  bestowed  upon 
him  the  great  medal  of  science  for  the  realm,  and 
the  Cosmos  medal.  The  commander-in-chief  of 
the  Russian  Navy,  the  Grand  Duke  Constantine, 
has  also  testified  to  his  merits  in  the  most  com* 
plimentary  manner. 

'  It  has  l>een  estimated  by  the  British  Assoda- 
tiop,  in  two  several  reports,  that  the  value  of 
Lieutenant  Maury 's  services  to  British  trade  and 
commerce  alone  amount  to  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lara  annually.  From  this  we  may  ikirly  infer 
that  the  benefits  derived  fVom  his  services  to  the 
trade  and  commerce  of  the  United  States  may 
be  estimated  at  several  millions.  A  crowned  head 
of  Europe  has  sought  to  place  naVal  officera  on 
duty  unaer  Lieutenant  Maury,  that  they  mi^ 
have  the  benefit  of  his  teachings,  and  his  coun- 
sel has  been  sought  in  the  organization  of  their 
naval  bureaus. 

Sir,  while  these  honors  and  these  acknowledg- 
ments have  been  showered  upon  Lieutenant 
Maury,  his  dream  of  honorable  ambition  was 
disturbed  by  the  promulgation,  through  the  of- 
ficial gazette  of  our  Government,  of  an  order 
announcing  to  the  world  his  )M-ofession«i  incom- 
petency, and  that  he  can  receive  no  further  pro- 
motion in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States. 

I  know  that  it  has  been  said  that  Lieutenant 
Maury  shines  by  borrowed  light;  that  he  has  vp* 
propriated  the  labora  and  observations  of  others 
to  himself  in  the  publication  of  his  celebrated 
wind  charts.  I  have  no  doubt  that  Lieutenant 
Maury  has  availed  himself  largely — as  he  had  a 
right  to  do,  and  as  it  was  proper  for  him  to  do — 
or  the  labora  and  observations  of  men  of  science 
and  nautical  men,  both  of  the  naval  and  commer- 
cial marine,  not  only  of  the  United  States,  but  of 
the  world;  but  still  he  is  entitled  to  the  high  v 
credit  of  having  analyzed  and  deduced  from  them 
general  results  and  conclusions  of  so  much  im- 
portance to  one  of  the  great  demands  of  civiliza- 
tion— international  and  ocean  commerce — as 
justly  to  entitle  him  to  be  considered  a  benefactor 
of  mankind. 

Our  country  may  boast  many  among  her  sons 
of  higher  attainments  in  several  departmenu  of 
science  than  Lieutenant  Maury  can  claim— some 
who  have  well  earned  the  puGlic  g^ratitudc,  and 
are  entitled  to  the  highest  distinctions  wluurli  a 
scientific  age  can  bestow.  It  has  been  the  fortu- 
nate lot  of  Lieutenant  Maury  to  have  been  placed 
in  a  position  which  opened  for  him  a  field  of  dis- 
covery and  science  directly  and  intimately  con- 
nectea  with  the  material  progress  of  the  civilized 
world;  and  his  services  have  been  rewarded  with 
an  immediate  and  wide-spread  fame.  Lieutenant 
Maury,  as  I  think  all  who  have  noticed  his  wri- 
tings to  any  extent  will  agree,  is  a  man  of  bold 
and  original  cast  of  mind;  and  this  haa  led  him 
to  sugigest  various  theories  in  other  branches  of 
physi^  scionce,  which,  whether  or  not  they  may 
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formation  of  international  law,  international  com- 
ity, and  commercial  rociilations,  as  well  us  such 
judgment,  temper,'and  discretion  as  to  enable  them 
to  compose  dirficulties  suddenly  ari^ig  between 
the  authorities  of  foreign  Governmenls  at  various 
ports  or  points,  aiid  our  merchrtitsor  citizens,  or 
to  prevent  difficulties  which  may  be  threatened. 
Such  services  as  these  require  a  high  degree  of 

feneral  information  and  accomplishment — ^higher, 
am  sure,  than  is  founc  in  the  body  of  officers  in 
any  Navy  in  the  world. 

Again:  how  many  naval  officers  would  be  com- 
petent, by  their  habits  of  business,  and  other 
attainments,  to  take  charge  of  one  of  the  naval 
bureaus?  This  is  a  duty  which  a  naval  officer 
may  be  called  to  perform.  How  many  could  do 
prompt  and  efficient  service  on  the  Light-House 
Boara,  to  which  some  of  our  naval  officers  are 
assigned?  How  many  could  perform  the  duties  of 
those  naval  officers  ^ho  are  attached  to  the  Coast 
Survey?  How  many  could  perform  promptly  and 
efficiently  the  duties  which  have  been  assigned 
to  Commander  Davis,  in  the  preparation  ot  the 
Nautical  Almanac?  How  many  are  capable  of 
performing  the  duties  that  have  been  assigned  to 
Lieutenant  Maury  at  the  National  Observatory  ? 
How  many  are,  in  fact,  capable  of  performing 
efficiently  and  promptly  all  the  duties  of  a  com- 
mandant at  one  of  our  navy -yards  ? 

Sir,  when  you  take  into  account  all  these  duties, 
and,  besides  them,  the  duties  which  may  be  as- 
signed to  the  commanders  of  our  squadrons  on 
foreign  coasts  and  in  foreign  seas,  in  times  of  dif- 
ficulty, but  very  few  would  be  found  capable  of 
performing  all  of  them  promptly  and  efficiently. 
Can  it  be  believed  that  tlie  law  consigns  all  who 
/  aro^  not  competent  for  each  and  every  one  of  these 
duties,  both  ashore  and  afloat,  to  the  re|^erved 
list,  or  dooms  them  to  be  dropped  from  the  rolls? 
I  do  not  believe  you  can  fina  a  gentleman  who 
voted  for  the  law  who  had  any  such  idea.  If  it 
be  the  true  interpretation  of  the  law,  that  all 
shoald  be  retired  or  dropped  who  were  not  com- 
petent to  perform  the  whole  range  of  these  dutieS| 
requiring  so  many  high  attainments,  I  wouffl 
respectfully  snbmit  to  the  honorable  Senator, 
that  the  Navy  is  liable  to  be  deprived  of  the  ser- 
vices of  a  most  respectable  portion  of  its  officers, 
who,  from  defect  of  early  education  ajid  scientific 
training,  must  fall  below  the  standard  of  com- 
petency presented  by  the  law,  as  interpreted  by 
the  naval  board;  but  having  sufficient  knowledge 
of  the  routine  duties  of  their  profession  to  na>4- 
gate  their  ships  safely,  sufficient  knowledge  of 
naval  tactics  to  maneuver  them  in  battle,  and 
possessed,  withal,  of  such  intrepidity  of  spirit, 
such  robustness  of  constitution,  and  Ix'aring  on 
their  exterior  the  very  impress  of  authority  and 
command,  would  be  Hkely  to  rise  to  the  first  rank 
as  naval  commanders  and  fieroes  in  time  of  war; 
and  yet  would  be  utterly  at  a  loss  ajid  confounded 
^  if  they  were  assigned  some  of  the  higher  duties 
which  I  have  specified. 

It  would  -be  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  any 
one  member  of  Congress  who  supported  the  law 
had  any  conception  that  it  would  bear  such  inter- 
pretation as  to  clothe  the  board  with  the  power 
to  retire  so  efficient  a  class  of  officers  as  I  have 
described. 

Allow  me,  now,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Florida  to  the  injustice  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  board  in  another  resptct. 
Many  naval  officers  have  been  assigned  dutieij 
ashore  on  account  of  their  bein^  known  or  sup- 
posed to  possess  peculiar  scientific  attainments, 
nigher  attainments  than  are  common,  particularly 
qualifying  them  for  those  stations;  all  of  which 
are  more  or  less  connected  with,  aii5  necessary 
tOjtlie  advancement  of  the  Navy,  and  to  promote 
its  efficiency.  Canthe  proposition  be  maintained, 
that  they  should,  by  the  order  of  the  Government, 
be  first  assigned  to  those  offices — kept  there  for 
a  great  length  of  time,  twelve  years,  as  in  the  case 
of  Lieutenant  Maury,  for  the  very  reason  that 
they  were  supposed  to  be  able  to  do  more  elfect- 
ivc  service  to  the  Navy  and  the  country  ashore, 
than  they  could  do  at  sea,  or  than  others  could 
do  in  the  stations  to  which  they  were  assigned, 
are  liable  under  the  late  law  to  Be  placed  on  the 
reserved  nst,and  put  out  of  the  line  ofpromotion 
in  tlie  Navy,  on  the  ground  that  they  must  be 
presumed  to  have  become  incorapetept  to  do  effi- 
cient service  at  sea?  Because  they  have  been 
kept  from  going  to  tea  by  the  order  of  Gorern- 


ment,  and  have  been  required  to  perform  duties 
ashore,  must  they  be  placed  on  the  reserved  list 
and  debarred  all  further  promotion?  Such  a  pro- 
ceeding would  seem  to  wear  the  appearance  of 
tlie  consummation  of  a  fraud  on  the  part  of  the 
drovernment. 

The  honorable  Senator  has  stated  that  Lieu- 
tenant Maury  solicited  the  position  which  he  now 
occupies.  1  have  heard  diiferently,  but  that 
cannot  affect  my  position,  for  I  am  spealcing  of 
general  principles.  I  say  it  would  have  v»;ry 
much  the  appearance  of  a  fr&ud,  to  close  the  door 
of  promotion  against  him  on  the  ground  sug- 
gested; at  all  events  it  would  be  most  unreason- 
able, illiberal, and  contrary  to  sound  policy,  thus 
to  reward  officers  of  the  Navy  for  services  so  dis- 
tinguished as  have  been  those  of  some  of  tlv?  gen- 
tlemen who  have  been  assigned  duties  on  shore. 
I  cannot  conceive  that  such  was  the  intention  of 
the  law  or  its  true  interpretation. 

Now,  Mr.  Presfdent,  Vhat  are  the  facts  in  re- 
lation to  Lieutenant  Maury?  He  has  actually 
served  at  sea  between  nine  and  ten  years.  I  pass 
over  the  statement  of  tlie  honorable  Senator  trom 
Florida,  that  he  desired  to  be  relieved  from  sea 
service;  I  suppose  he  meant  temporarily  relieved. 
I  have  already  stated  that  he  was  promoted  to 
a  lieutenancy  in  1837,  and  was  then  appointed 
astronomer  to  an  exploring  expedition  which  was 
to  be  under  the  command  of  Commodore  Jones, 
but  which  fell  tlirou^  on  some  account.  He*was 
tlien  assigned  to  the  harbor  survey  service  in  the 
South.  In  l'839  he  applied  for  leave  of  absence 
to  visit  Tennessee,  for  the  purpose  of  removing 
his  ao^^d  parents  to  reside  with  him  for  the  re- 
mainder of  their  days.  This  was  probably  the 
leave  of  absence  of  which  the  Senator  spoke. 
While  in  the  discharge  of  that  praiseworthy 
duty,  he  was  ordered  to  proceed  with  dispatch  to 
New  York,  in  order  to  join  a  ship  then  fitting  out 
for  sea.  He  was  not  ordered  to  sea  afterwards. 
I  understand,  however,  that  Lieutenant  Maury 
never  applied  for  the  situation  which  he  now 
holds  at  the  head  of  the  Observatory;  alid  it  is 
certain  that  he  applied,  during  the  Mexican  war, 
for  sea  service,  which  was  denied  him;  and  that^ 
is  a  sufficient  answer  to  the  objection  on  that 
head.  • 

Now  let  us  see,  Mr.  President,  what  there  is 
in  the  idea  of  the  honorable  Senator  and  those 
who  think  that  Lieutenant  Maury  has  not  been 
harshly  dealt  with.  On  what  around  does  the 
wisdom  of  the  assignment  by  the  board  of  Mr. 
Maury  to  the  reserved  list  stand  ?  Is  it  on  the 
ground  of  physical  disability  ?  It  may  be  sup- 
posed, from  a  letter  which  Lieutenant  Maury  has 
published  in  connection  with  his  memorinl,  ad- 
dressed to  Lieutenant  Biddle,  that  this  was  the 
ground  on  which  the  board  proceeded.  Lieutenant 
Biddle  though  t  that  there  was  another  ground  upon 
which  he  ought  to  be  excluded  from  the  active 
list ;  but  it  may  be  supposed  that  some  members 
of  the  board  proceeded  on  the  exclusive  ground 
of  Lieutenant  Maury's  physical  disability.  His 
physical  disabiUty  was  admitted  from  the  year 
1839  to  1843-4.  The  order  sent  to  him  to  pro- 
ceed to  New  York  to  join  a  vessel  iitting  out  for 
sea,  was  revoked  on  the  express  ground  of  his 
disability;  and  in  the  year  1842,  when  he  was  as- 
signed to  the  charge  of  the  Depot  of  Charts  and 
Instruments,  his  disability  for  sea  service  still 
continued;  but  for  eleven  or  twelve  years  past. 
Lieutenant  Maury  has  held  himself  fully  com- 
p<.'tcnt  in  point  of  physical  ability  to  perform 
efficiently  service  afloat  as  well  as  ashore.  I 
know  very  well  that  an  officer  whose  leg  has 
been  severely  fractured  or  broken,  and  who  is 
lamed  in  consequence  of  it,  cannot  l>e  supposed 
to  be  as  efficient  as  if  he  had  never  received  such 
an  injury.  He  probably  could  not  load  a  board- 
ing party  and  grapple  an  enemy's  ship  with  as 
mucn  vigor  and  activity  as  if  he  were  in  full 
possession  of  his  original  vigor  of  body.  But, 
sir,  many  of  the  most  gallant  commanclers  who 
have  distinguished  themselves  at  sea  have  been 
in  the  same  predicament.  I  do  not  remember 
any  case  oC  the  kind  in  our  own  Navy,  but  we 
all  know,  from  examples  in  other  navies,  that  the 
loss  of  a  leg  or  the  loss  of  an  arm  does  not  dis- 
qualify naval  men  from  occupying  their  positions 
as  admirals  and  commanders  in  the  fiercest  battles 
that  have*  been  fought.  The  great  Nelson  him- 
self, in  his  last  great  battle,  had  «but  one  arm. 
His  presence  was  of  more  value  than  that  of  a 


score  of  other  officers  to  direct  the  batiV,  and  to 
inspire  confidence  and  courage.  1  do  not  pl.ad 
that  case,  however,  as  a  parallel  with  Liputin^uu 
Maury's;  but  I  do  contt^nd  ihat  Mr.  Mann's 
physienl  abiliiy  was  not  so  impaired  by  the  hdc- 
ture  of  his  leg  as  Vo  unfit  him  for  efficient  wrvu^ 
at  sea. 

The  member  of  the  board  who  wrote  to  him 
assigning' the  disability  which  he  received  by  the 
capsizing  of  a  sta^e-coach  in  Ohio,  asc.ie  sm\rA 
on  which  he  was  removed  from  the  activf  li^*, 
referred  to  the  suit  he  had  inafituted  for  dam- 
ages, alleging,  as  the  ground  of  dainasri'S,  hia 
disability  to  perform  his  professional  duties  at 
sea. 

Lieutenant  Maury,  at  the  time  he  received  the 
injury,  may  have  believed,  as  he  probably  did, 
that  ho-was  permanently  disabled ;  but  fortunately 
the  injury  was  not  as  great  as  was  imns^ond,  ani 
in  the  course  of  three  or  four  years,  at  the  fur- 
thest, he  recovered  entirely.  He  is  able  to  waik 
without  assistance,  stick,  or  crutch,  andhp  walks 
very  actively  at  that.  If  there  was  any  doubt  on 
this  pohit,  why  did  not  the  board  institute  on 
inquiry  ?  Why  did  they  not  have  an  examina- 
tion by  a  medical  board,  or  a  surgeon  of  the 
Navy,  to  ascertain  whether  Lieut  man  t  Maury's 
disability  had  continued  from  the  time  of  the  ac- 
cident up  to  the  period  of  the  action  of  the  board' 
If  they  nad  been  disposed  to  act  on  the  snppo- 
sition  that  he  continued  under  any  material  ois- 
ability,  they  could  Easily  have  ascertained  tluU 
fact. 

Again:  does  my  honorable  friend  from  Florida 
know  that  one  gentU-man  who  has  been  rrtained 
on  the  active  list  has  had  his  leg  tuic**  bmkcn? 
I  am  so  informed,  though  I  have  not  heard  the 
name  of  the  officer,  nor  do  I  know  the  fart,  l»at 
I  have  what  1  consider  undoubtid  authority  for 
the  assertion.  If  that  be  true,  did  that  rendt  r  :!ic 
officer  in  question  incompetent  to  perform  effi'-if^nt 
service  at  sea?  There  are  degrees  of  <'f5fi»n- 
cy,  both  mental  and  pitysical,  which  must  be 
allowed  in  all  military  and  naval  services,  and  in 
officers  of  the  same  grade. 

What  other  ground  or  pretext  is  there  on 
which  Lieutenant  Maury  could  or  may  havebecn 
retired  ?  There  is  the  one  which  has  already  been 
alluded  to  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Florida. 
It  is  alleged  that  Lieutenant  Maury  ought  to  ha« 
been  placed  on  the  reserved  list  becaupe  he  had 
not  been  to  sea  for  twelve  or  fourteen  years. 

Mr.  MALLORY.    Sixteen  years. 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Tennessee.  I  think  the  Seni- 
tor  is  in  error  in  that  statement. 

Mr.  MALL(yiY.  The  10th  of  January,  1840, 
according  to  the  Register,  is  the  last  day  when  he 
was  at  sea. 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Tennessee.    Suppose  ithasbwn 
sixteen  years  since  Lieutenant  Maury  jKTformed 
any  aAive  duty  at  sea,  does  it  therefiire  foWoV 
that  if  he  were  assig^ned  to  duty  afloat  now,  a 
man  of  his  active  mind — a  man  who  has  bwn 
devoting  his  whole  attention  to  subjects  connwtw 
with  the  naval  service — a  man  of  his  untinr; 
energy  and  fine  memory,  having  sufficient  phys- 
ical capacity,  having  already  perforraednmc  or 
ten  years  active  service  at  sea,  can,  in  thisp^J^'^ 
of  fifteen  or  sixteen  years,  have  lost  all  the  knovrl* 
ed^e  of  sea  duty  which  he  once  possessed     * 
have  already  stated  that  when  he  was  at  sea  no 
seemed  to  be  so  well  informed  of  his  naval  duties 
that,  while  he  was  in  actual  sea  service  as  a 
pasfl^^^iiidshipman,  he  published  his  i"^!***  ?" 
navigation,  which  became  a  text-book  in 
Navy,  and  may  be,  for  aught  I  kno^,  the  text- 
book in  the  Navy  to-day.     Is  it  to  be  P^»"'"^j 
that  such  a  man  can  have  forgotten  his  autics 
sea?    If  so,  then  I  wish  my  honorable  fri«'n'« 
from   Florida  to  consider  how  it  happens  tnai 
other  naval  officers  who  have  not  seen  sea  ^^.^ 
some  of  them  for  nearly  or  quite  as  lon^a  pc" 
as  Lieutenant  Maury,  are  not  presumed  to  na 
forgotten  how  tb  perform  their  duties  aj^f***'^,), 
have  been  retained  on  the  active  list?    ^"^  .,,„ 
is,  there  cannot  be  found  a  sufficient  P*^''''^    j 
either  of  the  grounds  which  have  been  us.^«"» 
for  retiring  Mr.  Maury.  . .    .^j,. 

Again,  iis  I  have  already  in*i'"*^^^''^Pj„fi^j 
ant  Maury  is  competent  'o  perform  »««cb^^  ^^ 
ashore  as  have  b<*en  assigned  to  Imii,  O'^  ^^^^ 
law  authorize  the  naval  board  or  the  ri-»^**j 
to  place  him  on  the  reserved  ^^^^^^  I'll,  ot 
that  he  has  not  been  to  sea  for  sixteen  y«o^' 
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It  is  supposed— for  it  has  been  so  urged  in  de- 
bate— that  it  is  within  our  power,  and  that  it  is 
our  duty,  to  reject  the  nomination  of  the  officers 
whose  names,  it  is  understood,  haver  been  pre- 
sented to  the  Senate  to  fill  the  places  vacated  by' 
the  action  of  the  naval  board,  including  members 
of  the  naval  board  and  others — and  thus  it  is 
desired  to  provide  a  remedy  for  those  who  claim 
to  have  been  ap:^rieved  by  the  decision  of  the 
President,  founded  on  the  report  of  the  board. 
Now,  sir,  I  ask  the  attention  of  the  Senate  for  a 
few  moments  to  the  consideration  of  that  remedy. 
Another  has  been  suggested  and  argued — very 
well  argued  bv another  gentleman;  I  have  nothing 
to  say  about  tiiat,  but  ia  reference  to  this  proposed 
remedy  I  wi5?h  briefly  to  examine  it. 

Is  it  our  duty — can  it  possibly  be  our  duty — to 
furnish  a  remedy  for  these  alleged  evils  by  the 
rejection  of  the  nominations  which  have  been  pre- 
sented to  the  Senate  to  fill  tlie  vacancies  caused 
by  the  retiring  and  dropping  of  naval  ofiicers  by 
the  President?  This  cfecision  flows*  from  the 
joint  action  of  the  Senate,  the  Plouse  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
All  these  coordinivte  branches  of  the  legislative 
department,  if-I  may  so  call  them,  had  to  concur 
in  the  act  of  Congress  which  gave  authority 
to  the  naval  board  appointed  to  decide  on  the 
competency  and  eflliciency  of  naval  ofiicers.  If 
individual  gentlemen  who  formed  it  were  asked 
"whether  they  went  willingly  and  cheerfully  to 
the  performance  of  the  duty  assigned  them,  there 
is  not  one  of  them  who  would  not  say  that  he 
would  rather  now  go  into  action  at  any  time  with 
a  common  frigate  against  a  first-rate  seventy-four, 
than  perform  the  duty  which  he  was  compelled  to 
perform  while  acting  on  that  naval  board.  There 
IS  not  a  man  who  sought  that  duty — not  one;  and 
there  is  not  a  man  among  them  who  wouW  not 
gladly  have  avoided  it,  if  that  had  been  in  his 
power;  but,  sir,  thev  were  under  the  command 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and,  although 
some  of  them  entreated  to  be  released,  they  were 
ordered  to  go  upon  duty;  and  they  could  with 
as  much  propriety  have  refused,  upon  the  call  of 
their  country  or  of  their  superior  officer,  to  go 
into  action  with  an  enemy  as  they  could  have 
refused  to  serve  on  that  board.  Dismissal  from 
the  Navy  itself  would  have  been  a  fair  punish- 
ment for  any  man  who  had  chosen,  on  that  occa- 
sion, to  skulk  and  avoided  his  duty.  It  presents 
itself  to  my  mind  as  something  resembling  a  jury; 
and  we  have  heard  that  jurors  have  sometimes, 
in  some  wild  sections  of  the  far  West,  been  run 
down,  tied,  and  put  into  the  jury-box  and  com- 
pelled to  serve.  The  jury  thus  compelled  to 
serve,  and  to  which  a  specific  issue  is  presented, 
decides  that  issue  according  to  the  very  oest  judg- 
ment which  God  has  given  them;  and  imijiedi- 
ately  after  the  jurors  have,  thus  discharged  their 
duty,  they  are,  for  doing  so,  to  be  tied  up, 
whipped,  or  shot,  according  to  the  discretion  of 
those  who  forced  them  into  the  jury-box,  pnd 
who  choose  to  decide  that  they  were  guilty  of  an 
error ! 

But,  sir,  there  ore  considerations  extending* 
beyond  the  mere  matter  of  justice  to  these  indi- 
viduals, as  men.  There  is  something  due  to  the 
character  of  the  Senate.  As  I  have  remarked,  we 
are  but  one  of  the  three  branches  of  the  Govern- 
ment which  concurred  in  the  passage  of  this  act. 
I  ask  if  it  is  in  accordance  witn  good  faith  for  the 
Senate  (after  the  other  nvo  branches  have  con- 
sented to  the  act,  and  whose  action  was  as  neces- 
sary to  the  passage  of  that  law  as  ours)  to  arrogate 
the  right  to  repeal  that  law,  or  nullify  it,  or  to  de- 
cide the  whole  question — whether  justice  has  been 
done — whether  the  law  has  been  properly  carried 
out — and  to  punish  the  individuals  who  were 
selected  by  the  executive  department  for  the  pur- 

roso  of  performing  the  duty  enjoined  by  that  law  ? 
say  that  it  would  be  in  contravention  and  con- 
tempt of  that  faith  which  holds  the  moral  elements 
of  tne  world  together,  and  which  cannot  be  vio- 
lated without  deep  and  lasting  injury  to  the  char- 
acter of  tlie  Senate.  What,  sir,  are  we  to  go 
behind  the  whole  of  these  nominations,  instead 
of  inquiring  into  the  fitness  of  the  nominees  ?  Are 
we  to  assume  the  right  to  go  beyond  4^e  question, 
whether  these  naval  ofllcerg^re  fit  for  the  places  for 
which  they  are  proposed,  and  because  we  may 
think  that  some  other  officers  have  been  unjustly 
dealt  with ;  and  for  that  reason  alone  are  we  to 
reject  the  nominations  xnadpbythe  President? 


I/epeat,  that,  according  to  ray  judgment,  such 
a  course  would  be  contrary  to  that  implied  under- 
standing, that  honorable  understanding,  that  good 
faith,  which  ought  always  to  exist  between  the 
difiorent  members  of  the  same  Government. 

Sir,  it  is  a  difficult  thing  for  any  man  to  discuss 
tliis  question-  publicly  and  to  do  it  justice.  No 
one  of  us  feels  disposed  to  wound  the  feelings 
of  any  individual  connected  with  our  Navy.  I 
trust  that  we  should  all  desire,  if  called  upon  to 
do  an  unpleasant  duty  in  reference  to  any  of  thes^ 
gentlemen,  to  do  it  so  as  to  inflict  the  least  pos- 
sible degree  of  pain.  When  we  are  asked,  then, 
by  honorable  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  as  the 
chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee  is  constantly 
asked,  why  was  Lieutenant  Maury  dismissed  ? — 
why  was  A ,  or  B,^or  C,  or  D  dropped  or  retired  ? 
— what  a  most  invidious  duty  then  devolves  on 
him  who  undertakes  to  answer  these  interroga- 
tories! He  is  called  upon  to  point  out  all  the 
defects,  all  the  evidences  of  inefficiency  or  in- 
competency in  the  man  whose  name  is  presented. 
What  Senator  will  willingly  undertake  any  such 
task  ?  There  cannot  be  equal  terms  granted  to 
those  who  engage  in  such  a  discussion.  We 
cannot  meet  these  inquiries  without  doing  a  most 
painful  duty  which  no  man  li^jcs  to  undertake. 
No  one  of  i^s  desires  to  go  forward  and  point  out 
the  defects  of  any  one  of  the  officers  of  the 
Navy-  A  man  may  have  been  intemperate,  he 
may  have  been  insane,  he  may  have  been  utterly 
inefficient  or  incompetent,  but  no  one  will  volun- 
teer to  say  anything  about  it.  Every  one  feels 
that  enough  has  already  been  done  if  the  Board 
has  dropped  an  incompetent  officer.  Not  one  of 
us  would  be  willing  to  adil  to  the  pan§; — if  there 
has  been  a  pang — created  by  the  action  W  tlie 
board  which  owed  its  origin  to  our  own  act  of 
Congress.  Then.'fore,  T  say,  each  of  these  me- 
morials presents  a  case  that  cannot  be  discussed 
here  with  propriety,  or  so  as  to  do  equal  justice 
to  all  concerned.  » 

Now,  sir,  permit  me  to  say  a  few  words  in  re- 
gard to  that  gentleman  whose  name  has  been  pre- 
sented so  prominently  to-day — Lieutenant  Maury. 
We  are  all  proud  of  the  fame  which  he  has  ac- 
quired, not  only  in  his  ow.n  country,  but  abroad. 
We  honor  him,  and  no  man  among  us  would 
wish  to  point  to  a  blot  on  his  escutcheon  if  we 
found  one.  No  charge  is  pretended  to  have  been 
made  against  his  character.  The  report  of  this 
board  did  not  necessarily,  or  by  any  fair  impli- 
cation, degrade  or  dis^ace  Lieutenant  Maury,  or 
any  other  man  who  was  placed  upon  the  retired 
list.  What,  sir!  may  not  a- man  be  incompetent 
or  inefficient  as  a  naval  officer,  and  jet  be  a  nighly 
honorixble  man,  fitted  for  other  duties  in  the  world 
and  for  other  avocations  i\i  life?  Would  a  law- 
yer, who  had  gone  throuo;h  a  long  and  successful 
career  at  the  bar,  on  being  told,  when  he  had 
arrived  at  eighty  or  ninety  years  of  age,  that  he 
was  no  longer  competent  to  perform  the  duties  of 
his  laborious  profession,  feel  himself  degraded  or 
disgraced  by  that  ?  Surely  not.  We  know  the 
eflfcct  of  old  age,  even  in  our  own  profession — I 
speak  to  gentlemen  not  merely  here  as  Senators, 
but  knowing  the  fact  that  most  of  them  have  been 
jurists.  No,  sir ;  and  yet  the  degree  of  physical 
efficiency  required  in  Uie  case  of  a  naval  officer 
is  vastly  greater  than  in  the  case  of  a  competent 
judicial  oiHcer  or  jurist. 

Lieutenant  Maury  is  justly  honored  by  his 
country.  He  holds  a  position  which  ho  well  de- 
serves, where  he  receives  $3,000  a  year,  a  house, 
a  farm,  a  carriage,  I  believe,  and  where  he  has 
the  distribution  of  sixty  or  sixty-five  thousand 
dollars  a  year,  if  I  am  not  mistalcen,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  prosecuting  those  great  scientific  inquiries 
which  have  already  conferred  upon  him  so  much 
honorable  fame.  He  has  the  cooperation  and 
assistance  of  ten  or  fifteen  (I  know  not  precisely 
how  many)  men  to  act  under  him  in  making  his 
charts,  and  otherwise  aiding  his  investigations. 
Newton  himself  was  not  better  rewarded  than  he 
has  been  by  his  country;  and  are  we  to  be  told 
that  such  a  man,  because  he  cannot  stand  upon 
the  deck  of  a  ship,  and  do  the  duty  of  a  young, 
active,  and  efficient  naval  officer,  is  to  be  held  de- 
graded or  disgraced?  Far  from  it.  I  look  upon 
It  in  no  such  light.  I  om  sure  no  member  of  tlie 
nayol  board  thought  of  dishonoring  Lieutenant 
Maury  by  placing  him  on  the  retired  list,  and 
saying,  hisn  as  he  was,  elevated  as  he  was  justly 
considered  in  the  estimation  of  his  country,  that 


he  was  not  the  man  to  fight  a  ship  or  maneuver 
a  fleet  or  a  squadron.  Having  not  been  to  sea  in 
twenty-one  years,  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  he 
is  now,  however  gifted  by  nature,  a  seaman  of  the 
requisite  experience  for  the  standing  he  had  in  the 
Navy. 

Lieutenant  Maury's  is  not  the  only  case  that 
presents  itself  prominently.  My  old  friend.  Com- 
modore Stewart,  ofTPhiladelphia — whose  name 
is  honored  throughout  the  land,  whose  gallant 
actions  during  the  last  war  won  the  applause  of 
all  his  countrymen;  the  hero  who  captured  two 
British  ships  of  war  with  one  of  our  frigates — is 
represented  by  some  as  having  been  degraded  by 
the  action  of  the  naval  board,  and  of  tne  Execu- 
tive in  conscnuence  of  it.  I  look  upon  it  not  at 
all  in  that  light.  I  do  not  consider  that  any  at- 
tempt was  made  to  dishonor  that  gallant  veteran. 
If  I  did,  I  should  resent  it  as  an  outrage  not  to 
be  forgiven.  I  do  not  believe  that  any  member 
of  the  navid  board  would  have  ever  consented 
to  any  report  which  could  have  reflected  on  the 
high  character  Commodore  Stewart  had  so  justly 
earned.  But,  sir,  what  is  the  fact?  He  is  said 
to  be  a  man  oC  eio;hty-three  years.  He  is  now 
superintendent  ofthe  navy-yard  at  Philadelphia, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  he  discharges  all  the  necessary 
duties  of  that  station;  but  he  may  not  hare  been 
in^de  the  gate  of  the  navy-yard  perhaps  within 
six  months.  He  discharges  all  his  necessary 
duties  there,  I  am  assured;  yet,if  he  were  placed  on 
board  a  ship  in  his  present  advanced  stage  of  life, 
is  he  the  efficient  seaman  who  should  command 
your  fleet?  That  he  retains  his- mental  powers, 
nobody  doubts.  That  he  has  all  that  bravery 
with  which  God  endowed  him  for  the  good  and 
honor  of  his  country,  no  man  questions.  Bui 
still  is  he  the  man  now  for  active  military  Ufie,  or 
for  naval  warfarq  ? 

1  think  it  was  Napokon  himself  who  said,  after 
the  battle  of  Austerlitz,  that  he  should  be  able 
and  fit  for  war  for  five  yearsTlougcr,  he  thought, 
from  the  extraordinary  strength  of  his  constitu- 
tion, but  no  longer.  We  know  well,  sir,  that 
even  at  that  period  when  men  are  considered  to 
be  in  the  middle  of  life,  in  his  Russian  campaign, 
how  very  far  inferior  he  was  to  that  Najyoleoa 
who  was  victor  in  the  battles  of  his  first  great 
lUilian  campaign,  and  in  the  second  Italian  cam- 

Eaign  at  ^larcngo,  and  indeed  in  all  those  great 
attles  that  were  fought  while  he  was  in  the  bloom 
of  youtli  and  in  the  vigor  of  manhood. 

Sir,  at  the  battle  of  Marengo — pardon  me  for 
recurring  to  it  for  a  moment — Melas,  the  Aus- 
trian general,  I  thuik,  was  eighiy-foilr  years  of  agf , 
but  had  been  a  most  able  warrior  and  an  admi- 
rable ffeneral.  He  was  able  ^  keep  the  field  until 
four  o  clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  so  long  as  he 
kept  it.  Napoleon  was  nearly  overthrown.  His 
three  lines  had  been  driven  back  in  confusion  on 
one  another,  and  one  part  of  his  army  was  in 
entire  rout.  When  Melas  was  compelled,  by 
physical  debility,  to  leave  the  field,  he  lost  the 
victory.  From  that  moment,  as  others  were  igno- 
rant of  his  plans,  which  the  imbecility  of  age  pre- 
vented him  from  executing,  the  tide  of  victory  set 
in  favor  of  the  French;  from  that  i^oment  the 
successful  charges  were  made  by  Kcthman  and 
others,  which  carried  victory  to  tlie  French  stand- 
ard. 

Sir,  there  is  a  period  of  human  life  when  men 
should  retire  from  active  service,  either  as  civil- 
ians or  military  men.  But  no  man  is  dishonored 
by  r^Bung  from  such  a  cause.  Age  is  honor- 
able, fflu  no  man  can  be  disgraced  by  it.  Then 
again  f-fiir,  there  are  many  other  reasons  upon 
which  the  board  may  have  founded  its  opinion, 
and  doubtless  did  found  its  opinion,  that  some  of 
these  officersAvere  incompetent  and  unfit  for  active 
service ;_  and  for  tliose  reasons  did  not  disgrace 
them,  though  they  retired  or  dropped  themtrom 
the  service  altogether. 

I  thought  it  nroper  to  say  thus  much,  sir,  for 
the  purpose  of  arresting  some  errors  whicJi  had 
been  propagated  by\the  remarks  of  others  who 
have  engaged  in  this  debate. 

Mr.  BROWN.  Mr.  President^  if  it  had  suited 
the  purpose  of  other  Senators  to  allow  this  whole 
Question  to  lie  over  until  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Aflfoirs  should  have  reported  upon  it,  that  course 
would  have  suited  me,  and  I  tnink  would  belter 
have  comported  with  the  fitn<:s3  of  this  occa- 
sion. But,  since  other  Senators  have  thought 
proper  to  defend  their  positions,  there  can  be  no 
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proceeding,  it  was  better  to  have  it  secret,  than 
to  wound  the  sensibilities  of  those  who  did  not 
choose  to  have  their  private  affairs  publicly  in- 
vestigated. If  the  public  opinion  were  directed 
in  the  proper  course,  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
sound  judgment  of  the  country  would  be,  that, 
in  the  absence  of  aJl  evidence  to  the  contrary,  it 
must  be  assumed  that  none  were  diamisseu  for 
dishonorable  conduct,  or  for  conduct  which  was 
disreputable  as  gentlemen.  1  am  not  willing  to 
investigate  the  causes  of  every  man's  dismissal. 
I  will,  inquire  into  no  man's  private  conduct, 
withowt  I  am  bidden;  but  I  give  notice  to  all  the 
world,  that  if  officers  of  the  Navy,  or  others, 
come  here  and  demand  investigation,  I  >vill  give 
it  to  them;  and  if  they  find  transactions  paraded 
before  the  world  that  had  better  slept  in  secret, 
it  ia  their  fault,  not  mine. 

I  am  willing  to  believe  that  no  man  has  been 
dismissed  the  service  for  base  conduct  of  any 
kind. 

WhyasaunTe,  under  the  language  of  the  law,  that 
any  man  has  been  dismissed  for  dishonorable  con- 
duct? There  are  many  other  reasons  pointed  out 
in  the  law  for  which  he  may  have  been  dismissed 
or  retired.  Why  not  assume  that  he  was  dis- 
missed or  retirecf  for  some  one  of  these  ?  Age  is 
one;  infirmity  another;  incapacity,  not  brought 
upon  himself  by  bad  condact,  another;  none  of 
these  are  dishonorable — incapacity  arising  from 
the  want  of  an  earnest  pursuit  of  his  profession, 
as  another  cause  for  retiring  or  dismissing  officers. 
Retiring,  or  even  dismissmg  for  such  a  cause, 
would  convey  no  reflection  upon  his  personal 
honor,  but  it  would  simply  show  that  the  officer 
did  not  like  his  profession,  and  therefore  had  not 
pursued  it  with  the  eagerness  necessary  to  the 
Jiighest  degree  of  efficiency.  When  you  can  find 
80  many  reasons  in  the  law  itself  why  officers 
should  be  retiAsd,  or  furloughed,or  dismissed  the 
aervice" entirely,  that  reflect  no  discredit  on  them, 
it  is  passing  strange  to  sec  it  assumed  that  all 
\  who  arc  displaced  are  thereby  dishonored.  For 
myself,  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  believe  that  those 
who  have  been  dismissed  from  the  service  are,  in 
oil  the  relations  of  private  life ,  quite  as  honorable 
now  as  they  were  when  they  occupied  positions 
on  the  active  service  list.  1  am  so,  because  I  can 
see  a  hundred  reasons  fairly  deducible  from  tlie 
law  itself  why  they  ought  to  have  been'dismissed, 
which  do  not  reflect  at  all  upon  their  honor  as 
gentlemen.  I  am  therefore  slow  to  take  the  view 
of  this  case  which  other  gentlemen  have  taken, 
.  that  those  who  have  been  dismissed,  retired,  and 
furloughed,  have  been  in  some  degree  dishonored. 
The  proceeding  was  private,  and  it  is  therefore 
assumed  that  reflections  on  private  character  were 
-  cast  or  meditated — verily,  tne  wicked  flee  when 
no  man  pursues.  The  man  who  is  strong  tn  his 
own  conscious  rectitude  ought  not  to  be  so  ea^ly 
alarmed  as  to  the  judgment  that  others  may  pro- 
nounce upon  him. 

But  I  aid  not  rise  to  discuss  this  question  at 
any  considerable  length.  1  think  this  matter  can 
be  so  arranged  as  to  carry  out  the  objects  of  the 
law,  in  promoting  the  efficiency  of  the  Navy,  and 
at  the  same  time  ^ard  the  innocent  and  merito- 
rious a^nst  all  injustice.  This  may  be  done, 
as  I  intimated  before,  by  the  Executive  declining 
•, to  fill  vacancies  in  the  service  by  regular  promo- 
tion, and  leaving  them  open  to  be  filled  by  the 
nomination  and  confirmation  of  such  dismissed 
officers  as  have  been  improperly  dealt  by.  This 
may  be  done.  If  the  Senate  acts  in  concert  with 
the  Executive,  I  feel  assured  this  will  be  done. 
If  any  gentlenian  can  surest  a  better  remedy,  I 
shall  oe  glad  to  hear  it.  The  plan  commends  it- 
self to  me  in  this,  that  all  who  get  back  Vill  do 
so  on  their  merits,  and  not  under  the  smoke  cre- 
ated by  a  general  emeute  raised  against  the 
law. 

I  am  not  going  to  vote  to  put  things  back  to 
where  they  were  before  the  law  passed.     We 
^    have  no  power  to  do  that,  and  I  would  not  do  it 
if  I  coula. 

After  Sixteen  or  seventeen  yeara'  constant 
complaints  from  naval  officers  of  every  grade, 
that  there  was  inefficiency  in  the  service;  and 
after  Congress  and  the  Executive  hav#united  in 
declaring  that  the  Navy  did  need  reformation,  I 
am  not  now  going  to  stultify  myself  by  pro- 
claiming on  the  record  that  no  reform  was  ever 
necessary,  and  that  1  will  therefore  undo  all  that 
has  been  done,  and  go  back  to  the  beginning.    I 


am  willing  to  rive  relief  as  far  as  I  can  whenever 
justice  demands  it,  but  I  want  it  understood  that 
every  case  must  stand  on  its  own  merits.  This 
general  outcry  against  the  naval  board  will  not 
move  me  one  jot  one  way  or  the  other. 

If  errors  have  been  committed,  as  doubtless 
they  have  been,  I  will  do  whatever  is  in  my 
power  to  rcptiir  them.  If  any  man  has  been  un- 
justly dismissed,  I  will  do  anything  in  my  power 
to  restore  him  to  his  proper  position;  but  I  will 
not,  at  one  move,  restore  to  the  Navy,  by  my 
vote,  all  the  materiel  that  has  been  cost  out  of  it, 
good,  bad,  artd  indifferent. 

Naval  officers  may  have  persuaded  me  into  an 
error;  they  may  have  persuaded  me  to  believe 
that  there  was  inefficiency  in  the  service  when 
there  was  really  none;  but  I  listened  to  their  com- 
plaints, and  brought  my  mind  to  the  conclusion 
that  there  was  inefficiency,  and  that  pruning  and 
lopping  off  were  necessary.  I  listened  to  the 
various  and  successive  heads  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, and  heard  the  same  story.  The  whole 
country  became  full  of  that  complaint.  There 
was  a  universal  belief  that  reform  in  the  Navy  was 
necessary.  .You  have- had  the  reform,  and,  now 
you  have  as  universal  complaint  against  it.  If 
we  believed  all  that  we  hear  in  this  Chamber  we 
should  be  brought  to  the  opinion  that  there  was 
not  a  solitary  man  in  the  Navy  who  was  not  per- 
fectly efficient,  afloat  and  cwhore,  and  that,  there- 
fore, nothing  in  the  way  of  reform  was  necessary. 
I  do  not  believe  that  story,  and  I  do  not  mean  to 
vote  as  if  I  believed  it. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  Mr.  President,  if  I  were  to 
be  silent  under  the  present  circumstances,  1 
should  do  injustice  to  friends  who  have  commit- 
ted their  memorials  and  petitions  to  me.  I  pre- 
sented some  ofthemthismorning,  which  ought  to 
have  been  presented  before  this  time.  The  reason 
why  I  delayed  their  presentation  has  already 
been  stated  to  the  Senate.  I  am  sorry  that  we 
are  precipitated  into  a  discussion  without  having 
the  necessary  information  upon  which  to  form  a 
responsible  opinion.  %  Two  or  three  gentlemen 
have  been  selected,  and  their  cases  have  been 
prominently  presented  to  the  Senate.  AUow  me^ 
to  say  that  there  are  other  cases  of  hardship;  and 
we  should  be  careful  when  we  are  dealing  with  a 
class  of  men  who  think  they  have  suffered  from 
ajurisdiction  which  is  dangerous  in  any  point  of 
view.  I  express  that  opinion  without  regard  to 
the  fact  whether  1  voted  for  the  law  or  not;  and  I 
say  here  no>y ,  it  is  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of 
the  a^,  it  is  certainly  inconsistent  with  the  great 
principles  of  J^{^na  Charta  and  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  that  any  officer  shall  be  im- 
peached upon  rumor. 

Now,  sir,  so  far  as  regards  the  jurisdiction  which 
has  been  conferred  on  the  navaJ  board,  I  am  not 
induced  to  arraign  them,  because  I  think  it  very 
probable  that  they  have  endeavored  in  good  faith 
to  confine  themselves  within  its  scope;  but  sup- 
pose it  should  turn  out,  upon  a  fair  inquiry,  that 
they  have  gone  beyond  tlie  limits  of  tlieir  juris- 
diction, or  that,  in  pursuing  ihe  course  marked 
out  for  them  within  their  jurisdiction,  they  have 
disregarded  the  common  dictates  of  justice, — is 
there  no  redress  ?  I  say  that  in  regard  to  any 
board,  whether  with  open  doors  or  with  closed 
doors,  I  would  invoke  the  spirit  of  the  divine 
remark,  "  Doth  our  law  judge  any  man  before  it 
hear  him  and  know  what  he  doeth?** 

Sir,  I  speak  with  great  delicacy  on  this  subject, 
because  i  know  the  president  of  tliis  board,  who 
is  a  respectable,  intelligent,  and  honorallle  con- 
stituent of  mine,  and  I  believe  that  he  would  cut 
off  his  right  arm  sooner  than  do  willful  injustice. 
I  have  no  right  to  say  how  he  vo^ed  or  how  any 
member  of  the  board  voted.  I  had  other  friendfs 
on  that  board,  and  I  would  be  the  last  man  to 
substitute  by  conjecture  what  ought  to  be  brought 
before  us  by  eviaence.  We  are  here  arraigning 
them  as  we  allege  they  have  arraigned  dincrent 
officers,  without  proper  information.  I  am  not 
one  o^  those  who  are  disposed  to  do  so;  and  I  rose 
now  simply  to  say  that  if,  upon  investigation,  I 
find  that  this  board,  acting  under  a  derivative  au- 
thofity ,  have  violated  that  authority,  or  have  dis- 
regaraed  the  jurisdiction  conferred  on  them,  I  can 
maintain,  as  a  lawyer,  before  this  body,  that  their 
proceedings  are  void. 

I  do  not  know  how  I  voted  upon  the  bill  to 
establish  this  board,  nor  does  ttiat  make  any 
difference.    I  presented  some  petitions  this  morn- 


ing on  the  subject.  One  of  the  gentlemen  whose 
petitions  I  presented  thinks  injustice  has  l>oe» 
done  to  him,  and  that  if  he  haa  been  tried  by  a 
court-martial,  the  sentence  would  not  have  be^n 
so  consuming  as  it  is,  when  he  has  been  4ndicu*d, 
convicted,  and  removed  on  rumor.  He  is  will- 
ing to  have  an  investigation.  Here  permit  jne 
to  remark  to  those  who  would  avoid  siispiciou, 
let  them  avoid  the  public  view;  but  if  they  are 
willing  to  encounter  the  fires  of  an  ordeal  where 
justice  shall  preside,  give  them  an  on|^>ortunity, 
in  God*s  name,  to  do  so.  I  do  not  telieve  that 
in  England  or  in  Russia  any  board  would  have 
assumed  ajurisdiction  of  tins  kind,  unless  it  \^gA 
been  conferred  upon  them ;  and  if  it  has  been  con- 
ferred on  them,  and  they  have  construed  it 
into  an  amplitude  of  power  which  was  not  in- 
tended, I  would  restrict  them  as  far  as  possibk. 
I  would  say,  if  they  have  not  pursued  tlie  power 
which  legitimately  belonged  to  them,  their  pro- 
ceedings are  void.  I  do  not  undertake  to  say 
that  will  be  my  opinion,  for  as  a  Senator  of  ihie 
United  States  I  snail  not  undertake  to  give  an 
opinion  without  investigation.  I  know  it  has 
been  said  that  mei^y  to  the  individual  is  justice 
to  the  public,  but  because  a  sentence  comes  with 
the  high  authority  of  a  board  of  this  jurisdiction 
it  does  not  deprive  it  6f  its  ft)rce.  Like  the  dag- 
ger that  is  encircled  with  flowers,  it  cuts  as 
sharply  as  if  it  were  naked. 

I  have  formed  no  judgment  on  this  question. 
If  on  investigation  I  shall  find  that  the  law  has 
been  executed  in  good  faith,  whilst  I  would  drop 
a  tear  upon  the  decision,  and  whilst  I  would 
mourn  that  my  country  has  indul^d  itself  in  a 
proceeding  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of  the  age 
and  the  Constitution  under  which  I  live,  I  shall 
abide  by  it.  I  am  sorry  that  this  discussion  has 
arisen.  I  was  not  prepared  for  it.  I  tliink  we 
have  been  precipitated  into  the  discussion  with- 
out our  having  the  information  necessary  for  us 
to  form  any  adequate  judgment  upon  the  subject. 
There  are  other  persons  besides  Lieutenant  Mau- 
ry—men  who  have  served  their  country  well  and 
faithfully,  and  have  b^n  dismissed  without  a 
trial,  or  at  least  without  a  hearing. 

The  Senator  from  Mississippi  has  said  that  it 
was  no  objection  to  this  board  that  its  proceed- 
ings were  secret.  Is  it  possible  that  there  could 
be  objection  to  allowing  them  to  serve  a  notice 
upon  an  individual  whose  sentence  they  were  to 
pronounce  ?  Would  it  be  objectionable  to  ^ive 
Kim  notice  of  the  charges  that  were  made  against 
him,  and  take  him  into  private  consultation  and 
examine  them  ^  I  do  not  agree  with  those  who 
would  contend  thai  such  a  naval  board  or  court- 
martial  shohld  be  conducted  ajierlis  foribus  alto- 
gether; but  I  do  say  that,  wherever  rumor  has 
reached  and  degraded  a  man,  he  has  a  right  to 
complain  of  the  tribunals  of  his  country  by  which 
it  has  been  done. 

The  condition  of  my  voice  will  not  allow  tne 
to  jvoceed  further.  I  am  sorry  that  I  have  said 
thus  much.  I  can  assure  the  Senate  that  I  have 
formed  no  judgment  on  the  subject;  for,  in  at- 
tempting to  do  justice  to  the  individuals  who 
have  committed  their  cases  to  me,  I  will  not  do 
injustice  to  the  board,  because  I  believe  there  were 
as  honorable  men  on  it  as  ever  graced  the  history 
of  any  country. 

Mr.  JOHlNfSON.  Mr.  President,  ray  own 
opinion  concuning  with  that  of  severa^6enators 
to  whom  I  have  spoken  on  the  subject,  is,  that 
this  debate  is  entirely  out  of  order.  It  has  arisen 
on  the  presentation  of  ^  petition,  without  any 
proposition  whatever  being  before  the  Senate. 
The  debate  has  already  been  lengthened  consid- 
erably—  The  same  subject  has  before  occupied 
us  for  several  days,  ana  we  are,  I  think,  as  near 
a  conclusion  upon  it  at  the  present  time  as  we 
ever  shall  be  in  its  present  attitude.  Certainly, 
^o  far  as  the  debate  of  to-day  is  cdncenied,  it  has 
been  an  invasion  upon  other  business.  It  is  im- 
possible for  gentlemen  to  present  petitions  with 
which  they  are  charged,  M'hile  a  aebate  of  this 
nature  is  ^oing  on.  I  think  the  Senate  is  not  dis- 
posed to  mdul^  it  longer  to-day,  and  for  the 
sake/Of  expediting  the  public  business — business 
of  a  pressing  and  important  nature — I  move  that 
the  Senate  now  proceed  to  executive  session. 

The  motion  was  agi-eed  to;  and  ofur  some 
time  spent  in  executive  session,  the  doors  were 
reopened,  and  the  Senate  adjourned  to  Thurs- 
day. 
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Mr.  STEPHfiSS  took  hia  wki. 

Mr.  FAULSflER.  Am  I  now  entjited  to  the 
ioocl 

TheCLEBK.    Ye*,  sir. 

Mr.  FAULKNER.  I  now  ofFe*  my  preamble 
and  resolutions  u  nn  original  prapo«ition;  and  I 
coll  tbe  pre vi HUB  question  upon  its  adoption- 
Mr.  NORTON.  Is  it  in  order  to  move  ID  lay 
thoae  resoluliona  upon  tha  labia  f 

The  CLERK,    fl  is. 

Mr.  NORTON.     I  rasie  thai  molion. 

Mr.  FAULKNER.    I  caU  for  the  yeas  and 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  la  it  in  order  now  to  move 
to  poaluoiie  until  a  day  certain — until  Monday 
next — ihe  further  consideration  of  the  resoluuoiis? 

The  CLERK.     It  is  not. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  give  notice  that,  if  the 
proposilion  of  the  gentlemsn  from  Virginin  is  not 
laid  upon  the  lable,  1  shall  subiuit  a  molioQ  lo 
postpone  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  LAKE.  Is  it  in  order  lo  inoTe  a  subsU- 
tule  to  (he  proposition  now  before  the  House?      I 

The  CLERK.     It  U  not.  •  I 

Mr.  LAKE.  I  have  s  proposilion  which  I  de- 
■iie  to  ofTcT.  I  send  it  to  the  Clerk's  desk,  and 
oak  that  it  may  be  read  for  information. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  rcaolution  waa  aeain  read. 

Mr.  LAKE.  Mr.  cTerk,  1  now  ask  that  the 
TCMluttoii  which  I  send  to  the 'Clerk's  desk 
may  be  read  for  the  information  of  the  House. 
If  an  opportunity  be  afforded  me,  I  shall  move 
it  as  an  amendmL-nl  to  the  pending  resolutions. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  the  Clerk  read 
the  resolution  as  fAIIows; 

Whereu,  [he  Iloiwe  of  KcpWMrtsUiw  oflheThinj- 
FOunb  Congms  llu  made  u  taonnt  cmin  id  nrgsnlu  by 
the  elecUon  nrs  Speskei,  whlrh  hu  bllherin  railed  on  Ic- 
couiii  of  th«  iMQillv  cinuiliution  nf  panlei  of  which  It » 

DadoHMimtlwaiindiarsinUcir^nfibg  nKinbsniliuaa 
osuiiiaiion  cannot  now  bn  eneclril :  TlienRirr, 

Renttpedi  {ttie  Senate  concutriiigO  Tlial  the  Congreu 
ef  [he  United  Slitei  be  sdjaunied,  rren  nnd  aller  the  pw- 
Hifeoritii>[e«atuilOB,HDiilUiaanlHoDdir  In oeiL 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  Uy 
on  the  lable;  and  It  waa  agreed  to— yeas  111, 
navB  65:  as  follows: 


So  the  reaolutiona  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

Pending  the  above  call,  and  when  his  name  was 
called, 

Mr.VAILToacandsaid:  Mr.  Clerk,  by  special 
BCreement  with  the  ^nlleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr-SAOE,]  lam  entitled  toToleonthiatjueBtion. 

Mr.  THORINGTON  (when  his  name  waa 
called)  said:  Mr. Clerk, mycolIeague.Mt.  Hill, 
has  paired  off  with  Mr.  Rdbbrtii — the  pair  to 
continue  up  lo  the  S5[h  of  the  present  month. 
Sickness  in  Mr.  Hall'i  family  nns  oauacd  htm 
lo  be  absent  from  hia  aeat;  and,  if  Mr.  RonnRTS 
had  not  paired  olT  with  him,  1  would  have  done 
BO  myself  under  the  circumstances.  Mycolleogiie 
would,  in  nil  itiatances.  cast  his  vole  for  Mr. 
RicaaaoioH,  and  Mr.  RoatKti  for  Mr.  Bihk*. 


..  1  think  due  to  my  colleague,  who 
has  been  continually  in  his  arat  tip  to  uiis  lime. 
1  can  further  atatc,  I  bvliere  Mr.  Hall  would  not 
have  \e(t  unless  anoTraogemcntofthiBkindcnuld 
have  been  chief ed  inlo.     [Crica  of  "Order!"] 

The  CLERK.    The  gcnllcinan  is  explaining 
the  renBons  of  a.  pflir-oft.    ICriea  of  "  Order! 
"  No  debate  is  in  order  !"] 
Mr.  THORINGTON.     I  have  said  all  I  de- 
Mr.  SNEED.  Mr.Clerk,lBubmitthefoUow- 
ing  proposition: 

Br  il  Tttoltii  fa|  f«c  niniitcn  o/fAli  Houk.  (ru  B  meiuiK 
of  cat^rlinn  an  oiganiiatiiin  nf  Ilie  btlyj  TIim  [Iiom  ivIio 
h«vc  been  voling  liit  Mr.  Hiiiki  Ibt  [tp-'akcr  nn  rrqucalfd 

RK-niamOTi  (br  Speaker,  Bud  that  Ou-  HDppnner*  nf  Mr. 

Kitcri  oT  Mr.  Bisa»,  and  one  ftom  tlw  supponeti  nf  Ikrr. 
iLiin,  and  Ihit  the  luptmnoni  of  Mr.  Fulleb  iibrip  niie 

unonElhii  •opponcnof  Mr.  U>?c»,anil  Ihstthe  lacmbcn 
lo  trleclcd  anil  nnnipd  Bhsll  be  cm-ideKMl  the  only  canili- 
dolci  naminiiii;d  flit  ihc  I'ppiikcr'irThnH'. 

HaolTti  fiaUer,  That  Bfler  the  voting  rta  Otnr.  enndl- 
dBle>absli  becoininenred,lheniruibFrrcerh-in(llHlowc>t 

elei^lion  s)sU  be  eOnied. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  move  that  the  resolution 
be  laid  on  the  table.  I  hope  that  wc  shall  go  to 
votin-.     [Cries  of  "  That  ts  right ! "] 

The  question  was  Utken,  and  the  resolution  waa 
laid  on  the  tabic, 

VOTE  FOR  SPEAKER. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to   vote  the  one 

hundred  and  eighteenth  lime  forSpeaker,  with  the 

following  result:  Whole  number  of  votes  cast, 

197-,  necessary  to  a  choice,  99i  of  which — 

Nathaniel  P-'Uinka  received 93 

WllllBarA.  RichardHn 96 

Henry  M.  Fuller 31 

Lewii  D.  CBnipbcll 3 

Aleiandert;.  il,  Feiiniaflan 9 

GUchtlrl  Potter 1 

Eus.  sborict .'!'''.*.'''.'.!!'.""'. '.^^i!i!!i!!^'I  i 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

rsr  Mr.  Anil  — Me«n.  Albrlfht,  Allinn,  Bartnnr, 
Htary  Bennett,  Demon,  BillinK>IUn^  ningliam,  UtKhop, 
Bli»,  Bndihaw,  BrcBton,  Bufllii(ton,Du[iiiifun'V  Lewu 
U.  Campbell,  diBllee,  CoHfex.  Comi»,  Vlaw«n,  Covnde, 
Crann,  Camback,  UaianilL  Tiatotln  Onlt,  Usv,  I>ean, 
Ue  Wtu.  Dick,  DickMHi,  Dodd,  Unfts,  £di(,  EmHe,  Oid- 
dlan,  (iilbetl,  OranETr,  Gnnv,  Haitan,  Unllniray,  TJnniaii 
iTUoRon,  VBlcmlna  D.  Horluii,  Honvd,  Iloili-lon,  Xel- 
•ey,  King,  Knapp,  Kniiln,  Knowltua,  Kdo«,  Lriiet.  Mace, 
HatWian,  MeUany,  MroehBBi,  Kllllan  Miller,  Morna, 
BInrrlll,  Mom,  Nkeiioli,  Noruw,  Parker,  Pence,  I'elioa,  Pei- 
Hl,  Pike,  Priniie,  Pucrianee,  lliicbis,  Kobbiai,  Sabiii,  e>>pp, 
SbsmiBB,  SiaiiBonB,  KpiHner,  Buin[oii,  BtraiiBtiah,  Tnppan, 
Tkorlninao,  ThunMnn,  Todd,  TmAon.  IVode,  IVskeuiBB, 
Walbridaa, WnUton,  Cadwalader  C.  WaabburBe,  (Uihu  U. 
n'aitaburaa,  lirael  Wubbum,  WUton,  WdtUi,  Wood, 
Woodrair.  and  Woodwonh. 

Far  Mr.  RictnnlHn— Meant.  Aiken,  Allen,  Baretay, 
Barktdale.Bell,  llendley  H.BFune[l,BaGiiek,  Bowiir.  Bnycr, 
Dnnielt,  (;atuifaen.  (.'ankie,  i.'linjniiui,  Howell  Cobb,  Wil- 
liamaon  S.  W.(;abb,L'nun,  Davidiun,  UowdcU,  Bdinilnd- 
•on,  eillou,  Eogtiiih,  Faulkner,  Fknure,  TtiomBt  J.  D, 
FuUcr,Gaode,Oreenwood,aninpK>nW.lliurl«,TtaoDHuL. 
HBrrU,  lleibcn,  Hlcknaa,  UoU'ton,  ieweit,  titotfn  W. 
Joiies,J.  Clancy  Jane*.  Kelly,  Kidwril,  Leielier,  Luinnkin, 
Hamuel  9.  Manhall,Manrell,.'HcHHlliii,McauMn,  tJniUb 
Miller,  MillKD,  MordKBi  Oliver,  Peck,  llHlpi,  Powell, 
Quitman,  Rumn,  Rail,  Satididiii',  Savaite,  Samuel  A. 
Smith,  William  ainiih,Sieplii-n.,Sie«an,TRlbou,  Taylor, 
Wamet,  Walkina,  Weill,  kniltanu,  Wiulow,  Daniel  B. 
Wii(h>aDd  John  V.  W[^[. 

Ftr  Mr.  fWtfl— Mean.  Dtoon,  John  P.  Campbell,  Cnt- 
IHe,  Bayard  Clark,  C'oi,  Culltn,  Hcniy  Winter  Daiw, 
EtheriilEe,Eii>iu,Evan>,Fa«>T,J.  Mottifou  llaiiii,  HolT- 
uiBO,  Kennell,  Lake,  Lindley,  Aleiander  K.  Manlmll, 
HumpbrnyManball,  Paino,  Fotier,  RcBde,  Beady,  WUliani 
E.  I^Dnlb,  Saeed,  Swop*.  Tilppc,  Undcrn-ood,  Valk, 
Walker,  Whitney,  and  ZolUcoflrr. 

Far  Mr.  CanyUll— Meivn.  Dtinn,M(H)re,nn<l  acotl. 

For  Mr.  Pniabiflim~Mici-Hr.  Ediv^uib  and  Unren. 

Fof  Mr.  Ptrtir—t/lt.  Elenn  M.  Fuller. 

For  Mr.  Jfaccn— Mi.  Ilnrr.-nu. 

For  Mr.  StiorUr—Mr.  Klcbardson. 

Mr.  RUST.    1  submit  the  following  proposi- 

Vp'henai,one  buadred  and  eighteen  iDeHbetUBl  effbna  to 
Bi^ng  Mr^B.HH,MritrcBlB^Dao^Ml.  Fnu™  and  M°r.  ! 


Koolcei,  That  il  i*  the  e 


Mr.  FULLER,  of  Pennsylvania,  (plained  Ihe 
TheCLEltK.    Thegenilemanfrom  Arkansai 

Mr.  I 


the  rcsojut 


^opose  to  debate 
I  wish  to  remove  one  obstacle  to 
1  of  the  House,  and  therefore 
withdraw  my  name  aa  a  candidate  for  the  speak- 
ership. [Cries  of  "Order!"  "I  object  to  all  di»- 
bale!^'] 

Mr.   RUST.    I  have  not  yielded   tbe  «oor. 
[Cries  of  "  Order!"  '■  Debate  ib  out  of  order!"] 

going  to  debate  the  proposition.     I  do 

_j  -  ..^(g  j,^  jjjg  propojition  now;  I 
:  II  »iii  iiui  oc  taken, 
'vernl  MShbers.    Oh  yes,  let  ua  vote  on  it. 
Mr.  RUST.    Very  well,  if  gentlemen  wish  it. 


it  demand  a 


lelthi 

Mr.  MORGAN.  1  n 
be  htid  on  ihv  [able. 

Mr.  PENNINGTON. 
jj  New  York  [Mr.  Mono 


e  tliai  the  reaolation 

I  hope 


my  fiiend  from 

ill 'withdraw   that 

— , me  to  aay  a  word. 

[Cries  of  "Order!"  "No  dtbote!") 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey  is  out  of  order.     Debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  PENNINGTON.  I  do  not  rise  f-.r  ihe 
purpose  of  debate,  nor  for  the  purpose  of  per- 
sonal explanation.  I  do  not  propose  to  place 
myaetf  in  n  position  of  antagonism  to  the  order 
ofihe  House,  made  on  Saturday  laal.     [Cries  of 


first 


that  ma  been  mode  ou  tliia  floor,  ihi 

:  inlerpones  an  obatruction  to  the  ofgauiza- 


my 


House,  1  wish  i[  understood,  i  _ 
cordancd  with  my  dcclarTition  a  fvw  days  since, 
that  I  am  nut  to  be  regarded  any  longer  as  occu- 
pyiiig  the  position  of  a  candidate. 

Mr.  EUSTIS.  I  call  the  genilemnD  to  order. 
If  you  wish  (o  make  exptanaliona,  rescind  the 
resolution  which  cuts  off  nil  debate. 

Mr.  RUST.  I  demand  the  yeas  and  osya  on*" 
my  resntution. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  1  demand  tcUers  on  the 
yens  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered  i  and  MeaBrs.  Tairri  and 
Cm-Tix  were  appointed. 

Mr.  JONES,,of  Tcnneascp.  !  movethat  Ihe 
conaiderntion  of  the  resolution  be  postponed 
until  Monday  next. 

The  CLERK.    The  motion  ia  not  in  order. 

Thcquesiion  waa  taken,  and  ihe  yeas  and  naya 
were  ordered,  Ihe  tellers  having  reported — ayes 
S7,  noes  IDG:  more  than  one  fifth  of  Ihoae  preaent 
voting  in  (he  affirmative. 

Mr.  FAULKNER.  1  rise  to  aubmit  a  propo- 
sition that  if  in  order  under  the  rule  odvpted  on 


ordered? 

The  CLl 

Mr.  RUST.  Then 
a  friend,  withdraw  the  resolution,  and  shall  offer 
it  again  to-morrow,  with  the  hope  thai  ihia  gag 
law  will  be  I'csciniled,  so  that  il  CBJ]  be  debated. 

Mr.  WALKER.    I  renew  the  resolution, 

Mr.  FAULKNER.  1  now  submits  p«bpDsi- 
tion  which  ia  in  order  under  the  rule  adopted  on 
Saturday,  and  that  is,  that  the  proposition  be 
made  fivro  the  Clerk's  table,  asking  (be  unan-- 
imous  consent  of  the  House,  that  those  fourgen- 
llemen  who  arc  referred  la  in  the  resolution  shall 
be  allowed  to  express  themselves,  if  they  ctaooas 
to  do  so,  with  regard  to  it. 

Mr.  RARKSDALE.  I  move  (hat  the  Houn 
do  now  odjodtn. 

Tlie  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

The  CLERK.  The  yeas  and  naya  have  falle«  . 
with  tbe  withdrawal  of  the  reaolution  by  the  ^n- 
lleman  from  Arkansas.  The  gentlciDsn  from 
Vir!;inia  now  proposes,  under  the  rule  adopted 
on  ijaturday  lost,  that  the  unanimous  conaent  of 
the  House  shall-  be  given  lo  the  four  gentlenKo 
named  in  (he  resolution  toaddreaa  the  House. 

Mr.  WALKER.  Can  hu  offer  that  aa  an 
uncndmenl  to  my  resolution? 

The  CLERK.  He  can  offer  il  whik  the  gen- 
tlcman's  resolution  is  pending. 

Mr.  WALKER.    After  the  ] 
have  been  ordered? 

"nie  CLERK.    The  yeas  and  naya  have  not 


)  yeas  and  naya 
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Hono'M.  Fuller 29 

Lewis  I).  Cnjuphell ^ 

Al(*xandpr  C  M.  Pennington 1 

Gilcliil-t  I'orter 1 

EliS.Shorier v 1. 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  ii>  detail: 

For  Mr.  Banks — Mc»sr«.  Albright,  AltiHon,  Barbour, 
Henry  Bennett,  Bcntton,  Uillingliurst,  Uinghaiu,  Bishop, 
Bliss,  Brndshau',  Brenton,  Uuffmfrton,  Burlinsauic,  Lcwih 
D.  t'amplK'll,  Chaffee,  Cla\<'«on,  Cuttax,  Cuiuui»,  Covode, 
Cnuin,  Cuinback,  Dainrell,  Timotliy  Davis,  Day,  Dean, 
DfTvVitt,  Diek,  Dickon,  Doild,  Durlee,  Edie,  Emrie,  Gid- 
dinp,  Gilbert,  Granger,  Grow,  Harlan,  Holloway,  Thomas 
U.  flortun,  Valeniine  B.  Horton,  Howard,  Uughston,  Ket- 
gey,  Kint;,  Knapp.  Kiiight,  KnowUon,  Knox,  Leiter,  Matte- 
son,  McCarty,  MeachaiU,  Killian  Miller,  Morgan,  Klorrill, 
Mott,  Nieh#l.s,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliv^'r,  l*arker,  Pelion, 
Pcttit,  Pike,  Pringlf,  Purviance,  Ritchie,  Robbtnti,  Sabin, 
Sapp,  Sherman,  r^uiunon:*,  Spinner.  Stanton,  Siranuhan, 
Tappan,  Thohnsloi/,  Thurston,  Todd,  Tyson,  Wadt*, 
Wakenian,  Walbridge,  Waldron,  Cadwala<ler  C.  \Vas*h- 
burne,  Ellihu  B.  Wai'hburue,  Ii«rael  Washburn,  Watson, 
Welch,  Woixl.  Woodruir.  and  Woodworih. 

For  Mr.  iltcAariiaon— Messw.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay, 
Barksdale,  Bell,  Hendley  S.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie, 
Boyce,  Burnett,  Cadwalader,  Caruthers,  Cabkic,  Clin^ian, 
Ilowell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Cnii?e,  DavuUon, 
D(»wdell,  Edniund4f*n,  Elliott,  Ensli'*h,  Faulkner,  Florence, 
Thoma**  J.  D.  Fuller,  Go(»de,  Greenwood,  tianip*t>n  W. 
Harris, Thonta.-'  L.  Iiarri«5,  Herbert,  Houston,  Jewell, George 
W.  Jonet,  J.  Glan<*y  Jone;!,  Kelly,  Kid  well,  l^etclicr,  Luuip- 
kiny  Samuel  S.  Mar^-hall,  Maxwell,  McMulUn,  McUucen, 
Binith  Miller,  Millson,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Peck,  Phelp-*, 
Powell,  Quirnmn,  Uullin,  Ru-t,  Sandidge,  Savaj^i,  ^^amuel 

A.  Smith,  William  Smith, Hiepiienj*.  Stewart, Talbott, Tay- 
lor, Wanier,  Watkin«,  Wells,  Williams,  Wmslow,  Daniel 

B.  Writfhl,  and  John  V.  Wright. 

For  Mr.  Fuller — MesMru.  Broom,  John  P.  Campbell,  Car- 
Kle,  Bayard  Clark,  Cox,  Cullun,  Henry  Winter  Davis, 
Elheridge,  Eustis,  Evans,  Foster,  Holfman,  Kennetl,Lake, 
Lindloy,  Alexander  K.  Marshall,  Humphrey  Marshall, 
Paine,  Porter,  Reade^eady,  Rieaud,  William  R.  Smith, 
Sneod,  Swope,  TrippF,  Valic,  Walker,  Whitney,  and  Zol- 
licofTer. 

For  Mr.  Campbell — Messrs.  Dunn,  £dward«,  Hanisou, 
Moon',  and  Scott. 

For  Mr.  Pennington— "Sir.  Uaven. 

For  Mr.  Porter— Sir.  Henry  M.  FuUer. 

For  Mr.  Shorter — Mr.  Richardson. 

Pending  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  FLORENCE  said:  It  is  proper  for  me  to 
say  to  the  House,  that  Mr.  Rvryear  paired  off, 
some  days  ago,  with  Mr.  Hall,  of  Massachu- 
setts. I  believe  that  I  was  charged  before  with 
giving  notice  of  this  to  the  House,  but  1  forgot  it. 

He  also  announced  that  his  colleague,  Mr. 
Hick  ma;;,  had  paired  off  with  his  other  col- 
league, Mr.  Pearce. 

The  House  proceeded  to  vote  the  one  hundred 
and  twentieth  time  for  Speaker,  with  the  follow- 
ing result:  Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  194; 
necessary  to  a  choice,  98;  of  which — 

Nathaniel  P.  Bank**  received .* 91 

Wdliatit  A.JlicInird^on 67 

Henry  M.  Fuller 28 

Lewi^  D.  Campbell f 4 

Alexander  C.  M.  Pennington 2 

GilcUri-t  P(»rtrr 1 

William  Aikcn 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

Tiie  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  Baii!^s  —  Mest-rH.  Albright,  -Allison,  Barbour, 
H*  iiry  Bennett,  Benson,  Billin«(Uur.st,  Bini;!inm,  Bi.^hop, 
•li.-. ,  Bnul-Iiaw,  Brenton,  Butluigton,  Burliimiune,  f^ewis 
D.  <'.iiiipb'  II,  CmlFce,  ClaWcOJi,  Collav,  Comins,  Covotle, 
Crii^jin,  Cuiuback,  Dainrell,  Timothy  Davi-;,  Day,  Dean, 
De  Wilt,  Dick,  Ulck^oll,  l»odd.  Dunce.  Eilie,  Emrie.  Gid- 
dincsCMbiTf,  Graim.T,  Grow,  Hnriaii,  Holloway,  Thomis 
R.  Hoiion,  Valeiui^b  U.  Hurion,  Howatd,  Hugl'iston,  Kel- 
gey,  Ki.ip,  Knapp,  Knijjht,  Knowlion,  Kim.x,  Leiter,  Mal- 
teson,  MeCany,  Mt  acliam,  Kilimn  .Miller,  Morgan,  Morrill, 
Mott,  Nicliol>,  Norton,  Andrew  Ohver,  Parker,  Pelion, 
Pellit,  Pike,  Prinjflo,  Purviance,  Ritchie,  Robbiiis,  Siibin, 
Sapp,  Siiermaii,  Simmons,  Spinner,  Stunum,  Stranahan, 
TapiKin,  Thounsioii,  Tliur>ton,  Todd,  T>Mm,  Wade, 
Wakeman^  VValbrid;?e,  W::lm-on,  Cadwalader  C.  Wa>li- 
buriie,  Ellihu  B.  Wahburne,  Israel  Washburh,  Wau>on, 
Welch,  Woodj  WooHruff,  and  Woodworth. 

Fur  Mr.  Richardson  —  Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay, 
Barksdale,  Bell,  Hendley  S.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce. 
Burnett,  Cadwalader,  Caruthers,  Caskie,  Cltnsmaii.  Howell 
Cobb,  Williani'^on  R.  W'.  t^'obb,  Craige,  Davidson,  Dowdell, 
Edmundson,  Elliott,  Eiiclisfi,  Faulkner,  Florence.  Thomas 
J.  I).  Fuller,  Goode,  Greenwood,  Sampson  VV.  Harris, 
Thomas  L.  llarns,  Herbert,  Houston,  Jewt^tt,  George  W. 
Joiieo,  J.Glancy  Joiie't,  Kelly,  Kid  well,  Letcher,  l.umpkin, 
Samuel  S.  Marshall.  Maxwell,  Mc.Mutlin,  McUueen,  ^inith 
Mi41er,  MUlson,  Monleeai  Oliver,  Orr,  Peck,  Phelpa.  Powell, 
OniTinan.  Unfhu,  lluol,  Sandidge,  Savage,  Samuel  A.  Smith, 
Wdliam  Smith,  Stephens,  Stewart,  Talbott,  Taylor,  War- 
ner, W^atkiiiK,  Wells.  Williamn,  Winalow,  Daniel  B. 
W^righl,  and  John  V.  Wright. 

For  Mr.  Fa//cr— Mes^r^j.  Broom,  John  P.  Campbell,  Car- 
lile.  Bayard  Clark,  Cox,  Cullen,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Etli- 
cridge,  Evans,  Foster,  Hoffman,  Keimett,  Lake,  Lindloy, 
Alexander  K.  Mar^llall,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Paine,  Porter, 
Re;ule,  Ready,  Rieaud,  William  B.  Smith,  Swope,  Trippe, 
Yalk,  Walker,  WMiitney,  and  Zollicoft'er. 

For  Mr.  Cain/i&etf— Medsn.  Edwards,  HmrriBOO,  Moore, 
sodSoou. 


For  Mr.  Penninfcton — Messrs.  Dunn  ind  Haven. 
For  Mr.  Porter— Mr.  Henry  M.  Fuller. 
For  Mr.  ..^iken — Mr.  Richardson. 

[Cries  of"  Call  Che  roll!'*] 

t  The  House  tlu?n  proceeded  to  vote  the  one 
hundred  and  twenty-nrst  time  for  speaker,  with 
the  following  result:  Whole  number  of  votes 
cast,  195;  necessary  to  a  choice,  98;  of  which — 

Nnthajiiel  P.  Banks  received 91 

WMIliam  A.  Richardson 67 

Henry  M.  Fuller 29 

Lewis  D.  Campbell 5 

Alexander  C.  M.  Peoningtoa ^,  1 

Gilchrir>t  Porter 1 

James  C.  Allen 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail : 

For  Mr.  Bank$ — Messrs.  Albrij^ht,  Allison,  Barbour, 
Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  Billinghurst,  Bincham,  'Bishop, 
Bliss,  Bnulshaw,  Brenton,  Budington,  Burluigame,  Lewi^ 
D.  I'anipbell,  ChalTee,  Clawsoii,  Colfax,  Comins,  Covode, 
Cragin,  Cumback,  Damrell,  Timotliy  Davis,  Day,  Dean, 
D«  Witt,  Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd,  Durfee,  Edie,  Emrie,  Gid- 
dings,  Gilbert,  Granger,  Grow,  Harlan,  Holloway,  Thomas 
R.  Horton,  Valentine  B.  Horum,  Howard,  Hughston,  Kel- 
sey,  Kuig,  Knapp,  Knigtit,  Knowlton,  Koox,  Leiter,  Mat- 
tcMin,  Mc(7arty,  Meacham,  Killian  Miller,  Morgan,  Momll, 
Mott,  Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Pelton, 
Pettit,  Pike,  Pringle,  Purviance,  Ritchie,  Robbins,  Sabin, 
Sapp,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Spinner,  Stanton.  Stranahan, 
Tapp:tii,  Thorington,  Thurston,  Todd,  Tyson,  Wade,  Wake- 
man,  Wnlbridge,  Waldron,  Cadwalader  C.  Washburne, 
Elldiu  B.  Washburne,  Israel  Washburn,  Watson,  Welch, 
Wood,  Woodnitf,  and  Woodworth. 

/Vr  Mr.  Richnrdaon — Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay, 
Barksdale,  Bell,  Hendley  S.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie, 
Boyce,  Burnett.  Cail walader,  Caruthers,  Caskie,  Clingman, 
Howell  Cobli,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Craige,  Davidson, 
Dowdell,  Edmunds4>n,  Elliott,  English,  Faulkner,  Florence, 
I'homas  J.  D.  ^Iler,  Goode.  Greenwooil,  Sampson  W. 
H;irris,  Thomas  L.  Harris,  Herbert,  Houston,  Jewell, 
George  W.  Jpnes,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Kelly,  Kidwell,  Letcher, 
Lumpkin,  Samuel  S.  Marshall,  Maxwell,  McMullin,  Mcr 
tiueen,  Smitli  Miller,  Millson,  .Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Peck, 
Phelps,  Powell,  Uuitman.  Rullin,  Rust,  Sandidge,  Savage, 
Samuel  A.  Sniitfi,  William  Smith,  Stephens,  Stewart,  Tal- 
bott, Taylor,  Warner,  Watkin-f,  Wells,  Wdliams,  W^inslow, 
Daniel  B.  Wright,  and  John  V.  Wright. 

For  Mr.  i-W/er— Messrs.  Broom,  John  P.  Campbell,  Car- 
lile,  Bayard  Clark,  Cox,  Cullen,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Elh- 
eridgf,  Eu-lis,  Evans,  Fo«»ter,  Hofinian,  Kennett,  i«ake, 
Lindley,  Alexander  K.  Marshall,  Humphrey  Marshall, 
Paine, "Porter, Jlejide,  Ready,  Ricaufj,  William  R.  Smith, 
Swop4%  Trippe,  Vnik,  Walker,  Whitney,  and  Zollicoffer. 

/br  Mr.  CrtinpfcfZi— Messrs.  Dunn,  Edwards,  Harrison, 
MotmN  and  Scott. 

For  Mr.  Pennington — Mr.  Haven. 

For  Mr.  Porter— Mr.  Henry  M.  Fuller. 
'  For  Mr.  Alien  —Mr.  Richanlson. 

Pendinjr  the  call  of  the  roll, 
Mr.  COVODE  stated  that  Mr.  Kunkel  had 
pairc^d  oiT  with  Mr.  Branch. 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER.    I  move  that  the  House 
j  do  now  adjourn. 

!     The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  thereupon  (at 
,  five  niinut^.s  past  two  o  *clock)  the  House  adjourned- 
until  to-morrow  at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  January  23i  1856. 

The  House  was  called  to  order  by  the  Clferk  at 
twelve  o'clock,  m. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
WITHDRAWAL  OF  MR.  RICHARDSON. 

Mi;.  RICHARDSON.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  ask  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  House  to  submit  some 
remarks  in  the  nature  of  a  personal  explanatiqn, 
which  will  not,  I  am  sure,  consume  K^n  minutes 
of  time. 

The  CLERK.  Is  there  any  objection  to  the 
genfloman  from  Illinois  proceeding  with  his  per- 
sonal explanation } 

There  was  no  objection. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  desire  to 
announce  to  this  House  and  the  country  that  after 
to-day  my  name  will  be  unconditionally  with- 
drawn from  the  pending  canvas.s  f<»r  the  speakei*- 
ship.  I  announce  the  fact  in  advance,  tnat  my 
friends  and  those  who  have  voted  for  me  here- 
tofore may  determine  what,  under  the  circum- 
stance8,'it  is  their  duty  to  do.  I  have  been  sens- 
ible, as  I  have  no  doubt  the  country  has,  that 
no  contingency  could  happen  to  place  me  in  the 
Speaker's  chair.  Sir,  I  nave  never  desired  an 
election.  Still,  it  is  with  pletisure  and  pride  that, 
without  hope,  my  friends  have  stood  firm  and 
immovable  in  this  protracted  contest.  This  mani- 
festation of  their  confidence,  so  often  expressed, 
is  more  valued  by  me  than  an  election  could  be. 
It  is  said  to  be  an  exhibition  of  the  highest  hero- 
ism to  lead  up  troops  to  a  fire  which  they  cannot 
rq^rn,  and  in  a  fight  where  there  is  no  hope  of 


victory.  Sir,  we  have  presented  the  eridfnctto 
our  political  friends  that  there  was  no  hope  for 
success,  when  we  have  marched  onebundrtd  and 
twenty-two  times  up  to  the  fire  of  a  foe  two  lo 
our  one;  and  while  wchave  not  won  the  fieW, 
they  are  not  vi<ftoriou8. 

Mr.  Clerk,  I  am  sincerely  desirous  to  seeihf 
House  organized.    It  has  been  intimated  here  and 
elsewhere  that  my  name  stood  in  the  way  of  ha 
organization.     I  desire  to  reheve  the  House,  by    ' 
an  unconditional  withdrawal  of  my  ntunc.   Gen- 
tlemen who  have  acted  with  me  will  bear  testi- 
mony to  the  declaration,  tliat  the  position  I  have 
occupied  is  not  of  my  own  seeking;  tliat  it  U  one 
from  which  I  have  again  and  again  cndeavortd 
to  retire.    They  have  seen  fit  to  continue  me  in 
the  position  wnere  they  placed  me  at  the  bepn- 
ning  of  this  session  of  Congress.    In  the  vain 
hope  that  by  this  announcement  I  may  enable, 
so  far  as  I  can,  the  House  to  organize,  and  nio- 
ceed  to  the  dischai^  of  the  business  whif n  is 
imposed  on  it,  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  sul>- 
mit  these  remarks.     I  hope  this  course  mavM 
to  a. speedy  organization.    I  fear  thatdisford  vil! 
still  reien  in  this  Hall,  and  that  history  will     | 
record  the  fact  as  an  evidence  against  our  oUliiy 
for  self-government. 

PRAYERS  FOR  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  DOWDELL.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  offer  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  and  on  its  adoption  call  for  the 
previous  question: 

Wheifai",  the  people  of  the«e  United  State*,  from  tlwir 
^arlient  liistor>'  to  the  present  time,  htive  been  ledbytfe*' 
liand  of  H  kind  Provid«*nce,  aud  are  indebted  foriberoMi- 
Ie5»  blest'Ui^of  tlie  pa>t  and  pretu.*nt,  and  dependt-nt  to 
contuiued  |^:>pcnty  in  t)ie  fUturr  on  AIniiftityGod;  uul 
wherta.-*  the  great  vital  and  conservative  eleimml  in  our  *ji- 
leni  y  Ui<*  belipf  of  our  pi'Ople  in  the  pure  doethocf  vtA 
divine  truths  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Chrii>t,  it  eauneotJf 
beconu^H  the  Rcprej*Hntativea  oi  a  people  m  highl)' ta»or?4, 
to  acknowlrdj'p  in  the  mobt  public  manner  tbar  reverrtc* 
for  God :    Therefore, 

Resolved^  Firnt,  that  the  daily  sessions  of  IhiiHoaif  be 
opened  ivitii  prayer ;  and 

Se<'on<l,  That  the  nn'nisters  of  the  goiipel  in  this  citt  w 
hereby  requcj-tt'd  to  attend*  and  alteruatel)'  pwforiDtlw 
tfolenin  duly. 

Mr.  WAKEMAN.  I  second  the  caU  for  the 
previous  question. 

The  mam  question  was  ordered  to  be  nowpui. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  vote  against  the  resolo- 
tion,  because  I  do  not  think  we  can  do  anything 
in  tlie  way  of  business  before  wc  organise. 

Mr.  SI  I^IMONS.  We  can  do  this  as  well  with- 
out an  organization  as  with  it. 

Mr.  ELLIOTT,  ^i^necd  not  go  outof  tl>e 
House  for  n'ligious  ^^ffidation;  there  are  nun- 
iaters  of  the  gospel  enough  in  our  midst  to  du  aO 
our  praying. 

The  CLERK.    The  ayes  seem  to  have  it. 

Mr.  JCTNES,  of  Tennessee.  I  call  for  a  dln^ 
ion. 

The  question  was  taken ;  and  the  resolution  was 
adopif'ci,  there  being  on  a  di\Tsion — ayei  &lf 
noes  39. 

VOTE  FOR  SPEAKER. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  vote  the  on* 
hundred  and  twenty-second  time  for  Spfak«i^. 
witli  the  following  result :«  Whole  number  of 
votes  casl,  194;  necessary  to  a  choice,  9^;  « 
which — 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks  received ^, 

William  A.  Kichanhton J? 

Henry  M.  Fuller * 

Lewi.-*  1).  Campbell •••••   ^ 

Alexander  C.  M.  Pennington j 

Gilchrist  Porter J 

Howell  Cobb J 

John  Williams ^ 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 
For  Mr.  Bank^—'MewTB.  Albrij^t,  Am»on,BaU,BaAn«' 
Henry  Dennett,  Denson,  Billingbunit,  Binfham,  Biiss 
Rradshaw,  Brenton.  Buffinirton,  Burlingame,  l^^^  "" 
Campbell,  Cliartee,  Oolfiix,  Cbmin«,  Covode,  Craon,  ^o- 
back,  Damrell,  Timotliy  Davi^,  Day,  Dean.  De  Win,  iwt' 
Dickson,  Dodd,  Durfee,  Edie,  Erarie,  Giddinp,  GUken, 
Granger,  Grow.  Harlan.  Holtoway,  Thomas  R.  n*y«*' 
Valentine  B.  Horton,  Howard,  Hu|;hston,  Kelsey,  Kinx. 
Knapp,  Knii^lit,  Knowlton,  Knox,  Leiter,  Mace,  M*"*;J^' 
MeCorty,  Meacham,  Killian  MiHer,  Morgan,  Morrill.M«J. 
Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Pcltoa,  mt^ 
Pike,  Pringle,  Purviance,  Bitchie,  Bobbins,  8ab»n,5^«(¥' 
Sherman,  Simmons,  Spinner,  Stomton,  Stranahan, T»pp«' 
Thorinjfton,  Thurston,  Todd,  Wade,  Wakeman,  Walbjidje 
Waldron,  Cadwalader  C.  VVashbume,  Elliku  B.  W»i*- 
burne,  Israel  Washburn,  Wal«on,  Welch,  Wood,  WoW- 
ruff,  and  Wood woftli.  «  ^,r 

For  Mr.  RicAarrfwn  —  Messra.  Aiken,  Allen,  BanW. 
Barksdale,  Hendley  S.  Bennett,  Bocodi,  Bowie,  Boyrt, 
Buraett,  Cadwalader,  CoruUiort,  Caakie,  CUngmtn,  Mo«- 
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never  believed  to  be  friendly  to  the  objects  of  it. 
True  it  was,  that  Lord  Palmerston  was  at  the 
head  of  the  Foreign  Office  at  the  time  the  treaty- 
was  formed,  but  his  letters  were  subject  ,to  the 
direction  of  the  Premier;  he  could  write  nothing 
which  the  Premier  did  not  approve  of,  no  more 
than  I  then  could  have  written  anythini^  of  which 
tlie  President  of  the  United  Stales  did  not  ap- 
prove. Shortly  afler  that  letter  was  written,  Lord 
John  Russell  went  out  of  the  Foreign  Office,  and 
Lord  Clarendon  came  in,  and  Lord  Palmerston^ 
instead  of  Lord  Aberdeen  or  Lord  John  Russell, 
stood  at  the  head  of  the  administration  of  the 
British  Government.  From  that  time,  and  not 
until  then — from  the  time  of  the  change  of  that 
administration  commenced  a  series  of  hostile  dec- 
larations— declarations  entirely  subversive  of  the 
true  meaning  of  the  treaty — which  at  last  have 
brought  us  to  the  point  where  we  now  stand — in 
peril  of  a  rupture  with  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Presiaent,  need  I  call  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  to  the  difference  between  the  language 
here  used  and  that,  contained  in  Lord  Claren- 
don's letters  to  our  Minister  in  London,  which 
were  lately  laid  before  Congress?  Lord  Claren- 
don, acting  under  the  direction  of  Viscount  Palm- 
erston, the  Premier,  takes  the  position  that  the 
treaty,  instead  of  operating  in  prasentiy  is  to 
operate,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  interests  of  Great 
Britain^ in  fxUuro.  It  is,  says  he,  "  prospective 
in  its  o|)eration,"  the  effect  of  which  is  to  leave 
them  in  possession  of  everything  they  claimed 
when  the  treaty  was  made,  while  it  debars  us 
from  the  acquisition  of  an  acre  of  ground  in  the 
whole  territory  of  the  Central  American  States. 
Directly  Iiostile  and  antagonistic — as  strongly  as 
two  positions  can  be— are  the  letters  of  Lord 
John  Russell,  one  of  those  who  assisted  in  makin^; 
the  treaty,  and  were  understood  at  the  time  to  be 
in  favor  of  the  treaty,  and  the  declarations  of  the 
new  British  Secretary  for  Foreign  Afiairs,  acting 
under  a  new  British  Premier,  suspected  at  the 
time  of  being  hostile  19  the.  arrangement,  now 
informiuj^  us  for  the  first  time  that  the  treaty  was 
prospecuvfe  in  its  operation,  and  did  not  either 
retroact  nor  act  in  yrasenti  when  it  was  mad<^ 

Mr.  Prfesident,  tne  able  and  admirable  State 
papers  which  were  submitted  by  our  Minister  in 
London,  in  opposition  to  the  special  pleading  and 
pretexts  of  the  British  Ministry,  have  discussed 
the  case  sufficiently  for  me.  I  am  quite  satisfied 
to  lay  the  American  pretensions  before  the  world 
on  the  argument  between  Lord  Clarendon  and 
Mr.  Buchanan.  The  annals  of  American  diplo- 
macy do  not  exhibit  a  specimen  of  stronger, 
clearer  argument  than  that  presented  in  the  last 
dispatch  of  Mr.  Buchanan.  It  is  conclusive.  It 
haa  its  effect.  What  effect?  It  silenced  his 
adversary;  and  although  he  may  remain  in'  the 
position  of  a  man  **  convinced  against  his  will," 
It  is  hardly  to  be  imagined  that  he  was  not  con- 
vinced by  that  argument. 

Sir,  before  I  proceed  further,  (and  I  do  not 

I)urpose  to  address  the  Senate  at  length  ,j  let  us 
00k  at  the  position  which  Viscount  Palmerston 
and  his  friends  in  England  have  occupied  since 
they  have  been  known  to  us  as  public  men.  I 
need  go  back  no  furtlier  to  illustrate  their  char- 
acter as  statesmen  than  to  the  period  which 
Lord  ClarcndiHi  points  out  in  his  discussion  with 
Mr,  Buchanan  as  the  period  when  she  first  com- 
meqccd  the  assertion  of  her  claims  on  the  Cen- 
tral American  coast,  to  wit:  the  years  of  1838, 
1839,  and  1840,  instead  of  which,  Mr.  Buchanan 
adds  1841.  I  have  no  doubt,  that  on  the  files  of 
tlie  Foreign  Office  there  are  to  be  found  what 
Lord  Clarendon  states  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan, declarations  and  assertions  of  aitle  in 
portions  of  Central  America  made  by  Great 
Britain  in  1838, 1839,  and  1840.  Her  design  was 
then  formed  and  fixed;  and  simultaneously  with 
that,  the  same  men  who,  with  all  the  sagacity 
which  is  so  highly  characteristic  of  them,  were 
grasping  territory  on  the  Mosquito  coast,  were 
directing  their  attention  to  the  east  as  well  as  to 
the  west.  It  was  during  that  very  period  that 
tliey  commenced  and  prosecuted  their  cruel  and 
unjust  wars  against  Ang:hani8tan.  It  was  during 
that  very  period,  too,  sir,  that  they  carried  on 
tlieir  wars  a^inst  the  Bcloochees,  and  the  people 
of  Cubul.  It  was  at  that  very  period  that  ihev 
seized  the  fortification  and  city  of  Aden,  which 
controls  the  Straits  of  Bab-el-Mandeb,  through 
which  th«  waters  of  the  Red  Sea  run  into  tne 


Arabian  and  the  Indian  Ocean,  controlling,  by 
that  single  key  of  commerce,  all  the  -treasures 
which  flow  to  or  from  that  groat  gulf  by  the 
coast  of  Arabia  Felix,  the  Arabian  Desert,  Be- 
loochistan,  and  the  countries  beyond  the  Indus; 
and,  sir,  on  what  pretext — for  ex  uno  disce  omnes — 
under  what  pretext  iJtere  these  seizures  made  at 
Aden,  among  the  AflTghans,  the  Bcloochees,  and 
the  people  of  Cabul?  Was  there  a  reasonable 
pretext  of  right  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  for 
instance,  when  she  took  and  seized  the  fortifica- 
tion that  commanded  the  Straits  of  Bab-el-Man- 
deb? 

Sir,  I  will  not  read  from  an  American  work  to 
disclose  the  character  of  British  aggression  lest 
I  should  be  charged  by  Englishman  with  hauing 
taken  an  unfair  authority  against  them,  but  1 
will  read  a  few  sentences  from  a  British  work, 
and  an  able  one,  Blackwood *s  Macazine  for  the 
year  1643,  which  show  the  grountfs  and  miser- 
able pretexts  upon  which  they  seized  this  town 
and  tortification  of  Aden.  On  page  484  of  the 
fifty-third  volume  of  Blackwood,  for  the  year 
1843,  you  find  the  whole  subject  discussed.  The 
writer  says: 

"  Tlic  procesp  by  which  we  obtained  this  footing  rn  Arabia 
wa*j  stricily  in  aci-ordancc  wir  h  ihe  niaxinu  of  policy  adopt- 
ed ^^y  the  tlicn  ruli-rs  of  Dritiah  India,  and  wiiicliihey  wore 
at  the  tiAnie  time  engapod  in  carr>'inc  out, on  a  far  more  ex- 
iciidcil  Icule,  in  Ailghanisian.  In  both  caae^ — perhaps  from 
a  benevolent  anxiety  to  aecoaniiodate  our  diplo^nacy  to  Uic 
prunilive  ideas  of  thoae  will)  whom  we  had  to  deal — 

"  ♦  The  pood  old  rule 
Suflliceth  them,  the  simple  plan 

That  they  bhould  take  wiio  have  the  power, 
And  they  should  keep  who  can^— 

was  asKUmed  as  the  basis  of  our  proceedinjp ;  and  tlionjh 
llic  brilliant  f  uceoss,  which  for  a  time  artcnded  our  philan- 
thropic exertions  in  the  cause  of  pood  onlcr  and  civilization 
beyond  the  Indu^,  po  completely  threw  into  the  "hade  tlie 
minor  plories  of  Aden,  that  this  latter  achievement  attracted 
scarcely  any  public  attention  at  the  lime  of  it-'  occurrence, 
ifr  merits  are  quite  J'utficient  to  entitle  it  to  a  more  detailed 
notice  than  it  has  Iritherto  received  in  the  pagen  of  Ma^.'* 

The  author  then  proceeds  to  show  the  motUts 
operandi  by  which  Great  Britain  has  extended 
her  power  and  her  protectorates  over  the  world, 
until  she  now  rules  more  than  one  hundred  and 
thirty  miUions  of  people  on  the  globe.  I  rerom- 
mena  to  every  man  who  wishes  to  understand 
that  subject  to  the  perusal  of  this  article.  After 
showing  the  utter  want  of  all  just  pretext  for 
attacking  the  Arabs  at  Aden,  the  writer  concludes, 
among  other  observations,  by  saying  many  things 
which  I  could  wish  to  read,  but  I  am  compelled 
to  condense  what  I  have  to  say,  and  therefore  I 
sheill  read  only  a  few  more  sentences.  After 
informing  us  tnat  all  hirf  statements  are  taken 
from  the  official  accounts  published  by  order  of 
the  Government,  he  says: 

"  In  whatever  point  of  view  we  consider  the  traasaction, 
wo  think  it  can  scarcely  be  denied  tliat  It  reflects  little 
credit  on  the  national  character  for  even-handed  justice 
and  fair  dealing.  Even  if  the  tact  and  navoir  fcdre,  which 
Captain  liaincsi  mu^at  be  admitted  to  have  displayed  in  an 
eminent  degree  in  the  execution  of  his  iat^tnicrtonfl,  had 
guceecded  in  intimidating  the  Arabs  into  surrendering  the 
place  without  resi..tance,  such  a  proceeding  would  have 
amounted  to  nothing  more  or  less  than  the  appropriation 
of  the  territory  of  a  tribe  not  strong  enough  to  defend  thcm^ 
selves,  Bimpl>'  l»ecau8e  it  was  situated  conveniently  for  the 
purposes  of  our  own  navigation ;  and  the  open  force  by 
whif^h  tlie  Fcheoie  was  ultimately  carried  into  efiect  imparts 
to  Uiif  act  of  usurpation  a  character  of  violence  «tiU  more 
to  be  regretted." 

Captain  Haines  was  to  Aden  what  Captain 
Lock  was  to  Nicaragua. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  the  same  course  of  con- 
duct that  has  distinguished  the  course  of  the 
British  Government  m  India  marks  the  designs 
and  character  of  the  same  Government  in  Central 
America  a^lhe  same  period.  Those  who  did  not 
scruple  to  seize  Aden  to  control  the  Straits  of 
Bab-el-Mandeb,  had  no  more  scruples  when  they 
came  to  a  much  more  important  strait — to  a  pas- 
sage more  important  to  commerce  than  a  hundred 
Bab-el-Mtmdebs.  That  possession,  however — let 
me  Bot  underrate  it — is  one  of  vast  importance, 
for  you  observe  that  British  statesmen  at  that 
period  anticipated  what  is  now  about  to  occur — 
a  canal  connection  Uetwecn  the  Mediterranean 
with  the  Red  Sea  by  the  Isthmus  of  Suez. 
Viewed  in  this  light,  the  importance  of  Aden  be- 
comes vastly  greater  than  was  ever  dreamed  of 
by  men  not  bent  on  controlling  the  keys  of  com- 
merce throughout  the  world.  The  same  chamc- 
tcristics  marx  the  seizure  of  Central  America  and 
the  colony  of  the  Bay  Islands.  More  than  fifty 
y^ars  ago,  the  seizure  of  Malta,  and  the  retention 


of  it  in  defiance  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  broajht 
on  a  long  and  desolating  war  with  France, and  ia 
important  naval  station  was  never  telinouished, 
though  its  occupation  caused  the  expenditure  of 
rivers  of  blood.  The  war  with  Spain  for  Gibral- 
tar was  another  evidence  of  the  same  rapaciout 
spirit;  and  now  the  war  with  Russia,  having  for 
its  object  the  eventual  control  of  the  Bosphonw, 
is  believed  to  give  proof  that  the  same  policy  ii 
still  to  be  pursued  in  both  hemispheres. 

Mr.  President,  it  will  be  recollected  by  honor- 
able Senators  here,  and  all  others  who  chose  to 
observe  my  humble  course  in  public  life,  that  I 
was  reluctant  and  slow  to  believe  that  Great 
Britain  could  disgrace  hersetf  by  such  nrctexti 
as  are  used  to  circumvent  the  treaty  of  1850.  Tte 
honorable  Senator  from  Michigan  [Mr.  Cass] 
understood  them  better  than  I  did;  there  vm 
others  here  who  understood  them;  I— and  I  call 
all  h^re  to  witness  it — I,  believing  from  the  dec- 
larations of  the  British  Minister,  Lord  Russell 
himself,  that  it  was  impossible  that  such  a  mon* 
strous  construction  should  ever  be  resorted  tou 
is  now  adopted  by  the  British  Ministry,  did  on 
repeated  occasions,  on  the  'floor  of  the  Senate, 
attempt  to  vindicate  the  course  that  Great  Britflio 
had  pursued,  and,  in  the  exercise  of  that  charitv 
whicn  I  trust  I  shall  always  exercise  towards  all ' 
men,  I  endeavored  to  show  that  Great  Britain 
was  not  yet  dishonored,  that  she  might  retrace 
those  step's  which  were  erroneous,  and  that  event- 
ually ve  must  have  confidence  tliat  she  vou'd 
carry  out  her  contract.  But,  sir,  when  I  heard 
the  annual  message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales  i^H  from  your  table,  my  convictions  un- 
derwentli  total  revolution.  I  saw  from  the  mon- 
strous construction  set  up  that  the  treaty  was  to 
be  considered  as  only  prospective  in  its  oporation, 
that  we  were  to  be  euojected  to  the  same  kind  o( 
shutfiing  and  the  sanre  despicable  attempts  at 
special  pleading  which  marked  the  letter  ot  Lord 
ralmerston  to  Castillon,  Minister  of  NicarajBa, 
on  the  16th  of  July,  1849,  and  which  indeed 
marked  the  correspondence  of  the  British  Got- 
ernment  with  all  the  feeble  Central  American  na- 
tions during  the  whole  period  for  which  L«id 
Palme'rstou  had  the  direction  of  British  foreign 
aJFairs. 

Sir,  if  any  man  wishes  to  see  a  specimen  of 
that  kind  of  writing  which  I  call  despicable  special 
pleading,  let  him  look  at  the  arrogant,  overbewing 
letter  written  by  Lord  Palmerston  to  Castilloii, 
the  Minister  of  Nicaragua,  to  which  I  hare  k- 
ferred,  and  which  is  to  be  found  in  Senate  docu- 
ment 75,  page  180,  communicated  by  President 
Fillmore  to  the  Senate  on  the  18th  of  July,  W 
I  ask  the  attention  of  the  Senate  in  thiscoiuicciioa 
particularly  to  that  letter  for  the  purpose  of  illus- 
trating the  duplicity  that  has  marked  the  course 
of  the^ritish  Government  on  this  whole  sulgecj. 
In  the  letter  of  Lord  Palmerston  to  Seilor  Casul- 
Ion  he  reasons,  if  it  can  be  called  reasoning,  or 
founding  his  pretensions  on  the  treaties  witii 
Spain  of  1783  and  1786.  He  considers  ihow 
treaties  as  in  full  force  and  eflTect,  and  so  Tietfing 
them  he  presses  upon  the  Minister  of  ^'i.^aJ*?*'* 
that  under  and  by  virtue  of  them  the  British  pro- 
tectorate was  established^an  argument  ^'^'^/Vj 
think  no  other  man  on  earth  would  use  who  mo 
read  the  treaties.  ,- 

Again,  sir,  in  a  letter  written  on  the  5th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1850,  to  Mr.  Lawrence,  our  MinisteM^ 
London,  Viscount  Palmerston  refers  <?3Cprewty 
a  letter  written  by  Frederick  Chatfield,  a  Britwn 
agent  in  Central  America  at  that  time,  ftod  »P 
that  that  letter  of  Chatfield  **  contains  a«'«^J^    ' 
of  facts  showing  the  nature  qf  the  connedum^^^ 
has  existed  since   the  middle  of  the  »eJ5°^!||; 
century  between  Great  Britain  and  the  J^^°^  . 
nation."    He  refers  him  to  that  as  showing^^ 
authority  upon  whioh  the  British  Goveni^^J^ 
has  acted,  and  sends  Mr.  Lawrence  ft  copy 
Chatfield 's  letter,  at  the  close  of  which  yo«  "P^ 
that  Chatfield  not  only  recognizes  those  w 
of  1783  and  ,1786,  but  says  expressly  twt^^ 
evidence  of  the  hereditary  monarchy  ^y^^^^ 
quitos  is  to  be  found  in  those  treaties  of  ^'^ 
1786,  which  he  says  «  the  British  a§^""  "^^. 
never    repudiated,  and  have  constantly 

nized.**  ftinssa^ 

Now,  what  think  you,  after  all  that,  ot  m«^^j^^ 

Viscount  Palmerston,  standing  at  the  n^*    ,  -^g 

British  Government   '*  '    '  "^^ '^"^"'''" 

of  Lord  Clarendon 
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to  maintain  and  fulfill  that  treaty,  and  to  exact 
from  Grout  Britnin  that  she  shall  nrmintain  and 
fulfill  it  also      We  stand,  therefore,  well  .en6ugh; 
^we  cannot  improve  our  position. 

I  do  not  airrec  with  the  honorable  Senator  that 
there  is  m>  Congress  here.  I  think  the  Cons^ress 
of  the  Unitt'd  Slater  is  bodily  and  spiritually  pres- 
ent,'crunpetmt  to  exercise  all  it.«  functions.  It 
is  true  the  other  House  is  not  yet  organized,  but 
that  is  a  matter — a  temporary  inconvenience — 
which,  while  it  makes  delay,  does  not  prevent 
this  House  from  tran.saclingany  business.  Still, 
from  the  beginning,  1  have  voted  with  the  honor- 
able gentlemen  who  have  been  in  favor  of  de- 
ferring the  transaction  of  all  business  here.  I 
have  Uiought  that  courtesy  and  a  regard  to  the 
spirit  of  the  Constitution  required  us  to  forbear 
in  this  House  from  transacting  any  important 
^  business  until  Congress  shall  be  formally  organ- 
*  ized;  and  therefore  I  shall  agree  With  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Virginia  and  those  who  prefer 
to  delay  any  further  debate  on  this  question  until 
the  House  of  Representatives  shall  in  fact  be 
organized.  When  that  event  will  happen  none 
of  us  know.  It  may  happen  to-day,  to-morrow, 
next  week,  or  it  may  not  be  for  some  time.  I 
think  we  should  do  well,  therefore,  to  adopt  the 
spirit  of  the  honorable  Senator's  suggestion,  by 
postponino;  this  debate  until  Monday,  and  if  there 
IS  then  a  House  of  Representatives  fully  organ- 
ized, we  shall  be  able  to  hear  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Michigan,  whom  I  suppose  we  shall 
all  delight  to  hear;  and  if  the  House  is  not  then 
organized,  we  can  postpone  the  debate  imtil  an- 
other day,  when  the  House  shall  be  organized. 

Mr.  CASS.  Mr.  President,  I  haa  no  wish 
myself  to  brin»  on  this  di-scpssion;  1  did  not 
bnng  it  on;  but Idesire  to  express  my  sentiments 
upon  it  when  it  comes  up  properly  for  action.  I 
must  say  now,  however,  that  I  do  not  agree  with 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia  on  this  sub- 
ject. I  cannot  possibly  conceive  what  objection 
there  c€ui  be  to  the  rej)re8entatives  of  the  States 
of  this  Union  discussing  this  question  before  the 
American  people.  I  have  not  the  remotest  con- 
ception of  a  valid  objection  to  it.  The  President 
has  evidently  reached  the  end  of  his  effort.  I 
tliink  he  intimates,  as  distinctly  as  a  Chief  Magis- 
trate should  intimate,  that  no  means  now  remain 
in  the  power  of  the  Executive.  No  man  can 
read  his  message  without  perceiving  that.  We 
have  all  the  facts,  all  the  statements,  all  the  argu- 
ments before  us.  Why  should  we  not  discuss  it 
before  the  .American  people }  Is  there  a  secret  to 
be  kept  from  them.'  Is  there  any  intimation  to 
be  given  to.a  foreign  country  which  she  does  not 
know  already?  Not  a  word  of  one  or  the  other. 
As  I  view  tne  matter,  we  have  two  objects  in 
view.  One  is,  that  discussion  by  dilTorent  minds 
places  the  subject  in  diffefent  points  of  view;  and 
therefore,  the  utility  of  discussion;  but  above  all 
I  wish  to  see  us  present  one  determined,  united 
front  on  this  subject.  That  is  the  object  1  have 
in  view; and  I  repeal,  I  cannot  see  the  shadow  of 
an  objection  to  discussing  before  the  American 
people  a  question  which  as  deeply  affects  their 
interests  as  almost  any  other  that  has  occurred 
BJncc  the  independence  of  the  country;  I  cannot 
understand,  nor  shall  I  ever  act  on  any  such  view. 
With  respect  to  the  non-organization  of  the 
House,  I  a^ree — I  have  agreecf  from  the  begin- 
ning— that  It  is  better,  whatever  may  be  our  abso- 
lute powers,  not  to  do  any  legislative  business 
until  the  House  shall  have  been  organized;  but  I 
can  see  no  objection  to  the  discussion  of  a  ques- 
tion which  does  not  call  for  legislative  action. 
^  The  time  may,  perhaps,  be  as  profitably  spent  in 
'that  way  as  in  "any  other;  or,  rather,  time  not 
spent  in  any  way  may  profitably  be  spent  in  that 
way.  I  should  desire  to  have  the  discussion  go 
on.  I  shall  be  unable,  until  Monday,  to  say  any- 
thing upon  it;  and,  therefore,  at  the  suggestion 
of  Senators  around  me,  1  move  to  postpone  the 
Airther  consideration  of  the  motion  of  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Delaware  until  Monday  next, 
at  which  time  I  shall  ask  the  Senate  to  be  good 
enough  to  hoar  me.  •^ 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  am  perfectly  willing  that 
the  motion  shall  be  postponed  to  Monday  next, 
as  gentlemen  desire  it;  but  I  wish  to  have  the 
letter  printed;  and  1  hope  that  by  unanimous  con- 
sent an  order  will  be  made  for  printing  it,  so  tliat 
we  may  have  the  letter  before  us  while  we  are 
•pei^nj;  upon  it.  I  move  that  the  letter  be  ordered 
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to  be  printed,  and  that  five  hundred  copies,  in 
addition  to  the  usual  number,  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  now  is  on 
the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Michigan,  to  post- 
pone to  Monday  neiA  the  further  consideration 
of  the  subject. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  would  prefer  that  there  should 
be  no  day  fix^d  for  this  debate.  I  am  disposed 
to  difftT  very  much  from  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Michigan,  who  seems  to  suppr>se  that  mat- 
ters of  negotiation  and  diplomacy  should  first  be 
discussed  in  the  Senate,  before  we  have  them  com- 
municated to  us  through  the  regular  and  consti- 
tutional channel — the  President.  I  doubt  it,  and 
have  always  doubted  it.  I  have  ever  dissented 
from  this  mode  of  dealing  with  such  delicate  sub- 
jects; and  I  ask  that  when  this  matter  sh^U  be 
taken  up,  the  Question  shall  be  left  open,  whether 
or  not  it  shall  oe  discussed. 

The  motion  to  postpone  to  Monday  was  agreed 
to. 

ADJOURNMENT  OVER. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  STUART,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  when  the  Senate  adjounw  to-day,  it  be  to 
meet  on  Monday  nexL 

THE  NAVAL  RETIRING  BQARD. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  ask  leave  to  present  the 
memorial  of  Commodore  Thomas  Ap  Catcsby 
Jones,  asking  for  relief  for  the  injustice  visited 
on  him  by  the  board  -of  Navy  officers  organized 
under  the  act  of  the  last  session  **  to  promote  the 
efliciency  of  the  Navy.**  In  presenting  this 
memorial,  I  deem  it  due  to  the  occasion,  in  a  very 
few  words,  to  say  that,  upon  perusing  it,  it  has 
tended  very  strongly  to  confirm  the  impressions 
which  I  expressed  a  few  days  ago  on  the  subject 
of  the  action  of  this  board. 

Commodore  Jones  has  been  in  the  Navy  for 
nearly  fifty  years;  and  now,  after  having  obtained 
the  rank  of  a  post  captain — the  highest  rank  in 
our  Navy — at  the  a^  of  sixty-five  y^ars,  he  has 
been  declared  by  this  board  incapable  of  further 
efficient  service.  To  be  sure,  he  nas  been  retired 
on  what  is  called  leave-of-absence  pay,  but  it  is 
strongly  marked  in  the  terma  of  this  memorial, 
what  all  of  us  know  out  of  doors  who  have  con- 
ver.sed  with  these  officers,  giving  them  the  leave- 
of-absence  pay  has  been,  in  their  judgment,  no 
mitigation  of  the  exceeding  wrong  thafhas  been 
visited  on  them  in  depriving  them  of  a  position 
entitled  to  active  service. 

It  is  suggested  to  me  that  it  takes  from  them 
also  all  chance  of  future  promotion.  That  is 
very  true;  but  a  post  captain  cannot  be  pro- 
moted in  our  service,  as  it  stands  at  present,  be- 
cause he  has  attained  the  highest  rank;  but  yet 
it  may  be  probable — it  is  certainly  possible — that, 
before  these  officers  have  become  wholly  ineffi- 
cient, or  have  passed  from  the  stage  of  life,  there 
may  be  an  increased  rank  in  our  Navy.  Be  that 
as  it  may,  it  is  a  very  remarkable  fact  attending 
the  action  of  this  board,  that  no  officer,  so  far  as 
I  am  informed,  has  been  enabled  to  learn,  from 
any  quarter,  the  reasons  which  induced  the  board 
either  to  disrate  him  or  to  drop  him  from  the 
service.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  his  in- 
structions to  the  board, — for  he  did  give  them  in- 
structions,— has  enumerated  various  causes  for 
which  officers  might  be  either  disrated  or  dis- 
missed: physical  or  mental  incapacity;  habits  of 
conduct  in  life  which  unfit  them  for  service;  the 
commission  of  offenses  against  society  or  against 
the  service, — all  are  enumerated  as  causes  for 
which  officers  might  be  disrated;  but  no  cause  is 
assigned  for  the  action  in  any  individual  case 
whatever;  and,  therefore,  of  the  honorable  men 
who  have  thus  been  placed  under  the  ban  and 
disparaged  before  the  world,  and  left  in  the  Navy 
with  a  stigma  on  them,  none  is  able  to  say  why 
it  was  affixed,  and  all  is  left  to  conjecture — wild 
conjecture. 

Now,  sir,  in  the  case  of  this  justly  distinguished 
officer — whom  I  have  known  from  my  boyhood, 
and  known  only  to  admire  and  to  honor  during 
his  career — 1  have  been  unable  to  determii\e  why 
he  (who  it  is  shown  here  is,  at  this  day,  phys- 
ically and  mentally  just  as  cjipable  of  performing 
his  duty  as  he  was  thirty  or  forty  years  ago)  has 
had  visited  upon  him  the  sentence  of  disparage- 
ment which  emanated  from  the  board.  Mr. 
President,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  reply  to 


a  letter  from  Commodore  Jones— a  very  respectfol 
letter,  which  is  embodied  in  the  memorial— askin^ 
why  he  had  been  placed  on  the  reserved  lis^ 
informed  him  that  his  communication  should  ht 

C laced  on  file,  and  receive  respectful  consid.  ration, 
ut,  under  the  existing  law,  he  had  no  poworto 
act  in  the  matter.  Tht-re  is,  then,  the  consmir, 
tion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  that,  under  the 
existing  law,  if  any  redress  can  be  afforded  to 
any  officer  of  the  two  hundred  and  one  who  have 
beiMi  virtually  disbanded,  it  must  come  from  Cob* 
gress.  The  Secretary  says  there  is  no  relivf  it 
the  executive  department. 

Commodore  Jones  states  in  his  memorial, 
which  embodies  his  communication  to  the  Seen- 
tary  pf  the  Navy,  the  active  service  in  rhicli  he 
has  been  engaged  for  the  last  forty  years;  and  be 
I  connects  with  it  certificates  from  medical  »enll^ 
I  men  of  this  city,  whose  reputation  in  their  pro- 
fession is  known  to  most,  if  not  to  all  of  us,vho 
declare  to  him  (and  many  of  them  have  known 
^him  for  many  years — one  of  them  sailed  with  him 
in  the  years  lo43,  1844,  and  1845)  that,  sofaras 
they  can  judge,  super  rin*  corporis,  he  is  juitas 
capable  of  performing  all  his  duties  as  a  captain 
in  the  Navy  now  as  he  \fc*as  twenty  or  thirty  years 
ago.^  He  has  attained  to  the  age  of  sixty  fiv» 
years — an  age  that  has  been  passed  by  a  sreat 
many  honorable  Senators  around  me,  eTtry  ow 
of  whom  would  feel  himself  offended  bv  a  sug- 
gestion that  he  was  mentally  or  physically  inca- 
pable of  service  in  life. 

I  cannot  conceive  what  led  this  board  of  officert 
to  inflict  such  a  wound  upon  the  justly  sensiiivt 
honor  of  this  distinguished  officer  unless  it  woa- 
and  I  am  left  to  conjecture—^hat  he  is  disabled  in 
one  of  his  limbs  by  a  wound  which  he  received 
duringtlie  last  M'ar  with  Great  Britain  in  theptr 
1814,  under  which  he  has  been  performing  sctire 
service  both  at  home  and  abroad,  distinguishin* 
himself  and  shedding  renown  on  the  arms  of  hi^ 
country  for  a  period  of  forty  years,  carrying  ihat 
wound  with  him  all  the  time.  And  how, sir,  wu 
that  wound  received  ?  When  he  was  a  lieutenant 
in  1814,  when  tliis  gallant  man,  with  hut  five^- 
boats  and  one  hundred  and  sixty -eight  men,Kept 
at  bay  off  New  Orleans  a  fleet  of  forty-five  Britiih 
boats  and  twelve  hundred  men,  disabling  four 
hundred  of  the  enemy,  and  losing  one  half  of  hi* 
own  command,  he  was  struck  down  oy  a  voond 
which  1  am  left  to  infer  now,  forty  years  after- 
wards, induced  the  naval  board  to  declare  him 
unfit  for  further  service. 

I  say  we  are  left  to  conjecture.  1  did  hcari: 
conjectured  out  of  doors — for  in  reference  to  this 

fallant  and  distinguished  man  I  have  taken  i 
eep  personal  interest — that  he  had  been  aoallT 
invalided  by  receiving  a  pension  for  that  woupd. 
Sir,  those  who  know  him,  those  who  know  the 
cause  of  his  applying  for  that  pension  at  th**  un» 
it  w^as  allowcQ  nim,  (and  a  small  pension  it  ws^,) 
know  that  it  was  allowed  by  the  Cabinet  »ho 
at  that  time  were  intrusted  with  the  construction 
of  the  pension  laws,  because  it  was  sho\»T).^ 
consequence  of  this  wound — a  wound  on  uw 
shoulder  tliat  disabled  his  arm— he  was  obW 
to  have  always  in  attendance  upon  him  a  sf rvani 
to  enable  him  to  put  on  his  clothes  and  take  th^o 
off  again,  which  was  an  additional  expensed'^ 
volved  on  him  by  reason  of  disability  m  one  of 
his  limbs.  Even  that  pension,  however^  wai 
taken  from  him  bv  a  later  constniction— o  ^^^ 
sti-uction  made,  I  tliink, in  1840  or  l^l,of  subse- 
quent pension  laws. 

The  memorial  shows,  Mr.  President,  that  thi3 
officer  is  just  as  capable  of  performing  his  daif 
now  as  he  has  been  for  the  last  forty  years,  nj 
has  attained  only  the  age  of  sixty-five  years,snil 


yet  he  is  declared  ineligible  to  further  promoucc. 
and  is  dispara;^»d  as  an  officer  in  the  Navy.  J 
shall  say  nothing  of  the  motives  which  actuatf^ 
the  board  in  anything  that  they  have  ^J""^* 
know  not  their  motives.  I  have  no  doubt  that  i 
was  an  exceedingly  ungrateful  and  odious  9erT^« 
to  some,  at  least,  of  the  officers  who  consutnt^ 
the  board.  I  have  reason  to  believe  so,  not  from 
any  conversation  with  them,  for  I  have  held'-on- 
versation  with  none  of  them.  I  venture  fur"ijj 
to  suggest,  there  were>)fficers  upon  that  notni 
who,  having  realized  what  the  board  have  don^j 
will  regret  as  long  as,  they  live  that  they  dij  Jf^ 

gut  their  commissions  against  the  order  of  tn 
ec  re  tary  requiring  them  to  go  upon  it. 
I  said,  Mr.  President,  when  I  trespa»ed  on 
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th«  Senate  in  a  few  remarks,  some  dayei  ago, 

that  I  could  see  no  other  mode  of  olTectiml  ro- 

drcis  aurtinst  what  I  consider  a  great  wrong  to 

the  puolio  service  by  the  pa:?sage  of  the  law  in 

qu(stii»n,  and  hy  tlie  admiuisiraiion  of  it,  but  to 

s*  I  ihe.wli^fle  thing  aside,  and  b«gin  de  novft  in 

rt^lerence  to  it.     I  retain  that  opinion;  but  ]  un- 

drr^iood  ilie  honorable  Senator  from  Louisiana, 

(Mr.  Benjamik,]  and  perhaps  some  others,  to 

»iy,  on  a  former  day,  that  that  could  not  l>e  done; 

that  the  law  was  excrutiMi,  and  a  repoal  of  the 

law*  would  not  replace  th«'se  •fficers  wh*»re  the  law 

found  them.     I  differ  from  that  honorable  SJtMi- 

aior.     The  law  is  not  executed^-at  loaat  there  yet 

remains  enough  to  be  done  undef  the  law  to  carry 

it  mto  full  execution;  and  until  all  is  done  that 

remains  to  be  done  the  law  is  not  executed. 

TIm?  law  provides  authority  in  the  President  to 
fiH  the  Tacancies  that  may  be  occasioned  by  the 
retired  list;  but  whatever  commissions  are  is.sued 
to  fill  those  vacancies  expire  and  become  null, 
unless  they  are  confirmed  by  the  Senate  at  the 
pnj$ent  ses«;ion  of  Congress.  Whenever  those 
nominations  shall  be  mode,  if  it  shall  be  the  pleas- 
•un'  of  the  Senate  not  to  confirm  them,  the  com- 
missions will  become  null,  and  the  ofHcers  to 
whom  they  were  issued  will  be  remitted  to  the 
exact  position  in  which  they  stood  before  the 
*  commissions  were  given  to  them.  Nobod/will 
doubt  that.  So  far,  then,  as  these  intended  pro- 
motions can  take  place,  it  is  in  the  power  of  the 
Senate  to  stop  the  execution  of  the  law  where  it 
now  is,  and  the  commissions  will  be  null,  and 
those  officers  who  have  been  promoted  will  be 
remittiMl  exactly  to  the  position  in  which  they 
BUutd  bt'fore  the  ney  commissions  were  issued. 

Then,  if  the  law  should  be  repealed,  (which 
will  recjuire  the- action  of  both  Houses,)  where 
will  stand  those  who  have  been  placed  on  the  rc- 
s*»r>'ed  list?  They  are  yet  in  the  Navy;  they  have 
all  the  functions  belonging  to  naval  oflicers  ac- 
cording to  their  rank,  except  so  far  as  they  have 
oeen  taken  away  by  the  law  of  the  last  session. 
Repeal  that  law,  and  there  will  be  no  longer  a 
reserved  list;  there  will  be  no  longer  officers  on 
that  reserved  list,  and  all  the  provisions  of  the 
law  being  abrogated,  I  hold,  and  hold  clearly, 
that  those  on  the  reserved  list  wiU  be  again  re- 
mitted exactly  to  the  position  which  tliey  held 
before  tlie  law  was  passed. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  What  would  become  of  those 
who  liave  been  dropped? 

Mr.  MASON.  I  nave  been  speaking  of  those 
who  have  lieen  retired.  As  to  those  who  have 
been  dismissed  or  dropped,  they  are  out  of  the 
service.  That  has  been  doiie  by  the  action  of 
the  President  under  the  suggestion  of  the  law, 
and,  unless  the  President  should  restore  them,  I 
do  not  see  at  present  that  tliey  are  within  the 
reaffh  of  Congress;  and  vet  I  shouldhpntertain  a 
Tery  confident  opinion  tnat,  if  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  by  their  action  were  to  exhibit 
to  th>  Executive  their  behef  that  the  law  in  itself 
was  wronc,  that  the  vice  was  originally  in  the 
Uw  of  the  last  session, and  that  they  had  done  all 
that  pertained  to  legislative  power  ta  redress  the 
wrong,  it  would  be  a  case  appealing  very  strongly 
to  Executive  discretion  to  restore  those  who  were 
to  be  restored  only  bjf  his  action. 

I  throw  out  these  ideas  because  I  understood 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Louisiana  the  other 
day  strongly  to  insist  that  it  was  not  now  in  the 
rpa<'b  of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  or  of  either, 
I'fff'ctually  to  nullify  and  destroy  the  effect  of  the 
«w  of  the  last  session.  I  move  to  refer  the  me- 
thorial  which  I  have  presented  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.    I  merely  desire  to  say,  as 

I  uud  the  other  day,  that  I  do  not  think  the  pre- 

fc-ntatioa  of  these  memorials  lurnishes  a  proper 

o*'<'asion  for  an  extended  debate  on  the  questions 

"^oiuitcted  with  the  action   of  the  naval  board, 

^d  I  think  it  cannot  but  strike  Senators  around 

*^e^  that  whilst  Senators  on  this  floor  are  desirous 

<**"  r^fmedying  what  they  suppose  to  be  the  injus- 

^*^x  lyf  the  action  of  tlie  board ,  as  r^'gards  the 

/■'vurticular  cases  of  particular  officers,  we  are  run- 

'*  iug  into  great  danger  of  doing  gross  injustice  to 

'•^  iO!*e  high  and  honorable  gentlemen  who  consti- 

'■  it«'d  i1iat  board.     Until  we  can  ascertain  from 

*^*ine  source  worthy  of  credence,  from  authentic 

^^iformaiion   derived    frqm  the  Department,  or 

'Vrfh'ich  we  shall  ask  the  officers  of  tnat  board  to 


give 


us,  upon  what  reasons  their  action  was 
grounded,  so  (at  as  relates  to  the  particular  offi- 
cers whose  cases  an*  brought  Ix'fore  us,  it  seems 
to  lyie  that  we  are  running  into  that  vory  course 
of  action  which  geinh'meii  deprecate  so  n)ueh  in 
the  case  of  the  board,  and  which  they  deem 
worthy  of  reprehension  o»>-  this  floor.  We  are 
exposed  to  do  gross  injvistice  in  debates  got  up  on 
such  occasions  and  on  such  limited  means  of  in- 
formation. 

I  merely  throw  out  these  remarks  for  the  pur- 
pose of  showing  how  irregular,  in  my  estima- 
tion, it  is  to  animadvert  upon  the  action  of  the 
officers  who  composed  the  naval  board,  when 
they  cannot  be  heard,  and  when  they  have  no 
memorial  before  the  Senate,  and  when  the  ani- 
madversions are  founded  entirely  on  the  ex  parte 
statements  of  officers  who  have  been  disrated  or 
displaced  by  the  board.  1  will  say  further,  that 
when  the  proper  time  shall  come  when  the  de- 
bate shall  ue  fixed  in  advance  for  a  day,  when 
gentlemen  will  expect  the  discussion  to  cofne  up, 
and  will  be  prepared  to  meet  all  the  sulyects  that 
shall  be  brought  before  the  consideration  of  the 
Senate,  I  think  it  will  be  no  difficult  matter  to 
defend  the  action  of  the  board  from  all  the  re- 
proaches and  all  the  obloquy  that  have  been  cast 
upon  it. 

With  regard  to  the  inteipretation  of  the  law  to 
which  the  t^enator  from  Virginia  refers  as  having 
Ix^en  mentioned  by  ntK?  the  other  day,  I  have  to 
state  that  I  am  not  now  prepared,  for  the  reasons 
I  have  already  given,  to  go  into  a  discussion  of 
the  legal  question.  I  do  not  deem  it  now  neces- 
sary. At  the  same  time,  I  will  say  that  the  gen- 
tleman agrees  with  me,  at  all  events,  to  this 
extent:  that  those  officers  who  have  been  dropped 
from  the  service  cannot  be  pyt  back  into  the  s»'r- 
vic(i  by  any  action  of  ours;  but  he  seems  to  think 
that,  although  we  ourselves  cannot  put  back  any 
officers  from  the  reserved  list  to  the  active  list  by 
any  action  of  the  Senate,  yet  that,  by  a  repeal 
of  the  law,  (which  would  destroy  the  reserved 
list  and  the  furlough  list,)  all  the  officers  on  those 
lists  might,  by  that  action  of  Congress,  if  ap- 
proved by  the  Executive,  be  placed  again  in  active 
service.  It  is  possible  that  might  be  the  result 
of  such  action  on  the  part  of  Congress;  but  1  put 
it  to  the  Senator  himself— I  put  it  to  honorable 
Senators  around  me  on  all  sides  of  this  Cham- 
ber, if  they  are  prepared  to  put  back  into  the 
active  service  of  the  country  the  whole  of  the 
officers  in  a  body  that  have  tMBen  reported  by  this 
board  of  fifteen  officers  as  inefficient  to  perform 
their  duty  in  the  Navy.  I  ask  if  Senators  can 
be  prepared  for  a  responsibility  like  this  ?  I  ask 
if  tnis  is  a  remedy  to  be  proposed  to  Congress? 
Is  it  not  our  duty  to  cast  about  us  for  some 
means  by  which  redress  can  b^  given  in  cases  of 
particular  wrong  and  injustice,  rather  than  that 
the  Navy  should  be  again  reduced  to  the  situa- 
tion from  whi«h  it  has  been  found  by  Congress 
so  difficult  to  redeem  it? 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  Mr.  President,  I  concur 
fully  with  the  honorable  Senator  from  Loui.siana, 
that  these  memorials  do  not  present  the  proper 
occasion  for  a  general  debate  of  the  whole  merits 
of  the  law  or  the  action  of  the  naval  board ;  yet 
hqnorable  gentlemen  first  get  up  a  debate  in  favor 
of  the  memorialists,  and~then  those  of  us  who 
desire  to  see  justice  to  all  sides  must  necessarily 
participate  when  such  discussions  are  admitted. 

The  honorable  ^ntleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Mason]  told  us  this  morning  that  Congress  was 
not  organized,  and  that  we  could  not  go  on  with 
legislative  business,  and  he,  therefore,  objected  to 
a  debate  on  the  subject  of  the  foreign  relations  of 
the  country.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  objection 
would  have  applied  with  still  greater  force  to  the 
speech  which  he  himself  delivered.  1  concur 
with  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Louisiana  in 
his  main  position,  and  I  see  not  how,  by  any  ac- 
tion of  this  body,  or  of  this  body  and  the  other 
branch  of  Congress,  whet)  it  shall  be  organized, 
we  can  [pinstate  the  whole  mass  of  the  naval 
officers  who  have  been  dropped  or  those  who  have 
been  placed  on  the  retired  list.  I  cannot  per- 
ceive It.  This  is  one  of  the  remedies  whicn  is 
suggested  to  cure  what  are  coiraidered  to  be  the 
defects  of  the  law.  Another  remedy  has  been 
suggested,  which  I  attempted  to  dispose  of  when 
the  subject  was  last  before  us,  and  that  is,  to 
reject  the  appointments  made  by  the  President. 
I  do  not  consider  that  either  of  these  modes 
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furnishes  any  proper  mode  of  redress.  T  will  not 
now  go  on  with  the  discussion  of  the  s«i!jfct. 
but  at  the  prop<T  time,  if  it  shall  ever  arise,  I  shall 
be  ready  to  show  that  such  a  remedy  as  the 
repeal  of  the  law  would  be  utterly  ini-fleciual,and, 
if  it  could  be  carried  out,  would  pjoduee  revulfs 
which  I  think  the  honorable  Si-nator  frnni  V^ir- 
ginia  himself  would  concur  with  t!ie  'jein-ri'l  com- 
munity and  the  Stnate  ouirht  not  tj)  bv  arrived  ut. 

1  have  heard  repeatedly  on  this  floor  o'»j**cti<in» 
made  to  tlie  action  of  the  naval  board  iKcau.se  it 
kept  no  record,  and  again  it  has  b«»en  s.i.d  that  it 
cojidemn«'d  men  upon  rumor.  In  relation  to  tlic 
first  remark,  that  they  kept  no  record,  I  hr^  have 
to  say  thai,  if  I  had  supposed  at  the  tinu'  this 
Inw  was  under  consideration  before  the  Senate, 
the  naval  board  meant  to  keep  a  record  of  all  the 
objections  made  in  every  case  of  an  officer  pre- 
sented for  their  consideration,  I  never  woflld  have 
voted  f»>r  such  a  law.  There  could  not  have  been 
any  record  kept  under  this  act.  There  was  no 
record  kept  when  the  officers  of  the  Army  were 
retin'd,  some  fifteen  hundred  in  number,  after  the 
Inst  war  with  Great  Britain.  I  have  recently  had 
occasion  to  look  al  the  instructions  that  were 
given  on  the  17th  of  May,  1815,  by  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  the  board  composed  of  Mtijor  Gener- 
als Brown,  Jack.son,  Scott,  Graines,  Macomb,  and 
Ripley,  detailed  by  him  for  the  purpose  of  inves- 
tigating the  question  who  should  be  dropped  and 
who  should  be  retained  in  the  Army.  I  find  that 
the  instructions  given  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 
on  that  occasion,  were  like  the  instructions gfven 
to  this  board  by  the  present  Secretary  of  the 
Navy.  I  do  not,  therefore,  see  anything  to  con- 
demn in  the  conduct  of  the  Secretary  of  ine  Navy 
in  drawing  up  instructions,  unless  we  are  to  go 
back  and  condemn  all  the  action  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  when  the  officers  of  the  Army  were  re- 
tired in  181§. 

In  regard  to  the  other  remark,  that  these  men 
were  condemned  on  rumor,  what  evidence  have 
we  of  that?  Fifteen  of  the  ablest  men  of  the 
Navy  were  selected  for  the  purpose  of  examining 
into  the  efficiency  or  competency  of  naval  officers. 
They  were  their  own  associates:  they  wore  men 
who  had  been  acquainted  with  them  during  the 
greater  part  of  their  nautical  lives.  They  were 
mtendecl  by  us,  when  we  passed  the  law,  and  by 
the  President,  when  he  approved  it,  and  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  when  he  convened  the 
board,  and  by  the  President,  when  he  approved 
their  acts,  to  be  men  so  well  acquainted  with 
their  brother  officers  in  the  Navy,  as  to  under- 
stand fully  the  position  of  each  officer,  so  far  as 
it  related  to  the  subject  of  competency.  They 
must  have  acted  often  upon  their  own  knowledge. 
They  must  have  resorted  to  another  source  of 
information — from  the  reports  which  were  made 
from  time  to  time  in  relation  to  the  conduct  of 
officers  of  the  Navy  to  the  Navy  Department — 
reports  made  by  their  superior  officers.  The 
naval  board  had  free  access  to  them.  I  see  no 
ground  for  the  assertion  that  men  were  condemned 
upon  mere  rumor. 

If  there  are  errors,  the  question  which  wo 
should  consider,  and  which  the  Committee  on 
Naval  AflTairs  ought  to  consider,  is  how  to  rem* 
edy  them.  I^im  anxious  to  hear  the  suggestions 
of  others,  as  to  the  remedy  for  such  cases.  If 
you  can  show  me  any  instance  in  which  an  error 
has  been  committed,  I  stand  ready  to  adopt  any 
proper  measure  of  redress — to  reinstate  the  per- 
sons wronged,  if  it  can  be  done;  or  if  it  cannot 
be  done,  to  do  them  ample  justice  in  any  suitable 
way  that  may  be  pointed  out.  1  stand  ready  to 
be  convinced  if  error  has  been  committed.  God 
forbid  that  we  should  stand  on  technical  ground 
to  refuse  justice  to  any  individual  who  has  actu- 
ally been  wronged;  but  let  that  fact  appear;  let 
the  individual  case  be  presented  by  theCtmimiiteo 
on  Naval  Affairs,  and  then  we  iri// find  a  remedy. 

Mr.  JONES,  of. T<'nnessce.  I  do  not  propose 
to  debate  this  question.  I  concur  very  t'lUly  in 
most  of  the  remarks  made  by  my  friend  from  Lou- 
isiana, [Mr.  BcNjAMiv;]  and  it  is  to  obviate  the 
difficulty  which  he  has  suggested  that  I  now  rise. 
You  will  remember,  Mr.  President,  that,  at  an 
early  day  of  the  session,  1  ofTired  a  resolution 
calling  for  the  very  information  which  the  gentle- 
man has  now  suggisted  as  Uing  necessary  to 
enable  us  to  arrive  at  a  just  conclusion  touching 
this  interesting  and  important  matter.  I  fear  we 
are  leading  ourselves  astray,  and  that  wt  are 
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felling  into  the  very  error  that  some  of  us  seek  to 
correct.  I  am  not  disposed  to*  judge  this  board 
without  a  hearing;  I  am  not  prepared  to  condemn 
them  until  thoy  have  been  heard;  and  in  order 
that  they  may  have  a  hearing,  and^that  their  views 
may  be  not  only  before  the  Senate,  but  before  the^ 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  I  ask  the  Senate" 
now  to  take  up  and  adopt  that  resolution,  and 
tlms  obviate  the  very  difficulty  which  my  friend 
from  Louisiana  suggests,  and  which  is  suggested 
by  others. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  Mr.  President,  if  it  is  the 
pleasure  of  the  Senate  to  have  a  discussion  of  this 

auestion  on  every  memorial  that  is  presented  to 
le  Senate,  I  have  no  objections  whatever.  I 
only  wish  to  say  to  those  gentlemen  who  have 
memorials  to  present,  that,  upon  the  slightest 
notice  to  any  member  of  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs  that  such  a  memorial  is  to  be  presented, 
that  committee  will  endeavor,  as  far  as  they  can, 
to  satisfy  tlie  inquiries  which  are  thrown  out  here 
informally  as  to  why  parties  were  retired  or  dis- 
missed. I  only  wish  to  remind  gentlemen  that 
similar  memorials  have  been  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs,  and  to  submit  whether  a 
discussion  on  this  question,  which  involves  the 
character  of  the  law,  the  instructions  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy,  and  the  whole  action  under 
and  results  of  the  law,  had  not  better  be  deferred 
until  a  report  of  tliat  committee  to  which  the  sub- 
ject has  oeen  referred  shall  be  made  to  the  Sen- 
ate, and  we  shall  have  some  information  before 
us. 

I  do  not  propose  to  answer  any  of  the  sugges- 
tions thrown  out,  because  I  am  not  prepared, 
physically,  thi»  morning,  to  do  so;  but  I  am  indis- 
posed to  let  any  memorial  be  presented  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  create  in  the  country  a  false  impres- 
sion in  any  way  reflecting  on  the  board,  when  1 
have,  in  any  respect,  in  my  own  power,  the  means 
of  giving  a  correct  statement  on  the  subject. 

My  friend  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Mason,]  who 
presents  the  memorial  of  Commodore  Jones,  was 
foremost  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  in  obtain- 
ing for  that  officer  a  remission  of  the  penalty 
imposed  on  him  by  a  court-martial,  which  had 
subjected  him  to  three  years*  suspension,  without 
pay,  upon  very  grave  and  serious  chaises,  which, 
if  he  iiad  been  convicted  of  them  in  any  other 
Navy  in  the  world,  would  have  broken  him  or 
any  other  officer  in  the  naval  service.  The  propo- 
sition for  that  remission  was  passed  by  this  boay  r 
the  bill  for  Commodore  Jones's  relief  was  passed 
here,  but  it  failed  in  the  other  House.  I  am  free 
to  say  that  there  are  many  members  of  this  body 
who  would  not  have  voted  for  that  bill  but  on 
account  of  the  great  services  which  Commodore 
Jones  had  performed  for  the  country,  and  because 
of  the  fact  that  he  was  physically  incompetent  to 

gerform  any  further  service.  My  friend  from 
outh  Carolina  [Mr.  Butler]  sustained  the  bill 
on  ,those  grounds;  he  will  recollect  the  circum- 
stance. His  first  words,  as  I  have  them  before 
me,  were,  that  he  voted  for  the  bill  upon  this  gen- 
eral proposition:  that,  when  Scipio  was  called 
upon  to  answer  to  charges,  he  replied,  **  Upon 
this  day  I  fought  the  battle  of  Zama. "  My  friend 
from  Virginia,  in  rejecting  on  this  case  at  that 
time,  said: 

«  Who  is  this  ofiiccr?  He  is  among  the  oldest  of  our 
naval  captains.  I  believe  not  the  very  oldest,  but  among  the 
oldest.  He  hag,  perhaps,  performed  as  much  active  service 
OS  any  officer  in  the  Nav>-,  and  during  Uie  late  war,  when 
he  was  a  yoanger  roan,  the  most  efficient  service,  at*  the 
annals  of  the  country  show.  Mr.  President,  some  three 
years  ago,  tliat  officer  did  us  the  honor,  at  our  n^ess  in  the 
city  of  Washington)  to  call  one  morning  to  pay  a  visit. 
The  pavements  were  covered  with  ice  and  sleet ;  and  when 
he  left  us  and  took  his  leave,  he  fell  upon  the  pavement, 
and  «ve  found  him  there  utterly  disabled.  I  am  at  liberty  to 
speak  of  this,  because  it  pasi^od  under  my  eye ;  and,  1  am 
free  to  admit,  made  a  very  powerful  appeal  to  my  sensibili- 
ty, althoug^i  it  was  before  he  had  been  subjected  to  the  offi- 
cial action  of  the  Government. 

"  Mr.  Butler.    It  was  afterwards. 

"  Mr.  Mason.  My  friend  from  South  Carolina  says  it 
wa^  afterwards.  Perhaps  it  was.  I  know  it  made  a  very 
strong  appeal  to  my  sensibilitiefl.  He  fell  upon  the  pave- 
ment, was  disabled,  and  was  brought  into  the  house.  The 
fear  was,  that  he  had  dislocated  bis  slioulder,  and  it  was 
necessary  to  strip  his  clothes  tVom  his  shoulder  to  see  the 
extent  of  the  injury;  and  we  there  found  the  honorable 
wounds  and  scars  that  he  had  received  during  the  war.  The 
shoulder  was  utteriy  disalrfed.  The  jomt  was  destroyed. 
Tlie  power  of  controlling  the  arm  was  gone ;  and  the  marks 
and  cicatrices  were  upon  his  person.  He  told  us  that,  un- 
fortunately having  lost  the  control  of  that  side  of  his  person. 
he  bad  been  unable  to  preserve  his  balance,  and  thus  fell 
upon  the  pavement,  we  saw  there  the  condition  of  his 
person.    Ha  bad  lost  the  free  and  efficient  control  of  the 


muscles  on  that  side.    Where  did  he  get  these  wounds  ?  He 

ft  tbcm,  sir,  in  the  preliminary  de^nsc  of  New  Orleans, 
think  I  may  appeal  to  my  rorollection  of  the  history  of 
that  day — it  was  impressed  upon  my  mind  at  the  time — 
that  it  was  b>'  the  flotilla  command«i  by  this  officer  that 
tlie  whole  British  fleet  was  delayed  several  days  m  its 
approach  to  New  Orleans,  giving  time  to  General  Jackson 
tn  complete  his  organization,  n  was  in  that  fight  he  was 
tlius  disabled.** 

That  bill  for  the  relief  of  Conwnodore  Jones 
passed  the  Senate,  talcing  the  extraordinary 
ground  of  reviewing  the  decisions  of  a  legsu 
court-martial — tliis  body  constituting  itself  a  court 
of  appeals,  and  setting  aside  the  decision  of  a 
court-martial  on  Commodore  Jones,  purely  from 
sympathy.  "  On  this  day  I  fought  the  batlle  of 
Z#ama" — on  this  mere  appeal  to  our  sympathies, 
we  constituted  ourselves  a  court  of  appeals  ana 
set  aside  the  judgment  of  a  court-martial.  We 
did  it  on  the  representations  of  the  Senator  from 
Virginia,  that  tnis  gentleman  was  physically  dis- 
abled, having  lost  the  entire  use  of  one  side  of 
his  person. 

Now,  we  have  constituted  a  board  to  create 
a  set  of  naval  captains,  limiting  them  to  sixty- 
eight,  who  are  competent  to  conunand  on  the  high 
i  seas,  competent  to  carry  our  flag  everywhere, 
competent  to  sustain  themselves  on  deck  under 
any  emergencies  and  contingencies,  and  not  men 
to  remain  on  shore.  We  wished  to  have  active 
men.  We  limited  the  number  to  sixty-eight 
active  captains,  and  we  constituted  a  board  of 
naval  officers  to  select  them.  They  come  for- 
ward and  say,  on  their  judgment,  one  on  our  old 
list  is  physically  incompetent.  Are  we  to  judge 
better  than  those  who  sailed  with  Commodore 
Jones,  and  who  have  had  him  in  their  eye  all  the 
days  of  their  lives }  If  we  are  to  judge,  have  we 
not  evidence  before  us,  have  we  not  the  evidence 
produced  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia 
nimself,  to  show  that  he  is  physically  incompe- 
tent.^ I  believe,  though  I  am  not  certain  of  it, 
that  Commodore  Jones  has  been  furloughed. 

^Mr.  MASON.     No,  sir;  he  has  been  retired 
on  leave-of-absence  pay. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  Then  I  will  say  nothing  on 
that  subject.  I  hope  my  friend  from  Virginia 
will  npi  insist  on  the  construction  of  the  law  that 
this  retirement  really  confers  any  degradation. 
Why,  sir.  Commodore  Jones  receives  more  pay 
than  any  of  th«  British  rear  admirals,  under  this 
leave-of-absence  pay.  Neither  in  the  incipient 
stages  of  the  law,  nor  in  its  passage  through  this 
House  or  the  other,  nor  in  tnc  instructions  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  nor  in  the  view  of  the 
President,  is  any  degradation  conferred.  Why, 
sir,  selecting  a  man  who  has  worn  himself  out  m 
honorable  service,  and  who  is  covered  with  hon- 
orable wounds,  and  putting  him  with  the  oldest 
captains  of  the  Navy  on  the  retired  list,  with  |2,500 
a  year,  is  not  to  be  construed  as  a  mark  of  degra- 
dation. 

I  shall  not  go  into  the  subject  further.  I  only 
rose  to  show  some  reason,  some  cause  patent  here 
on  our  own  debates,  why  the  board  acted  in  this 
way.  J  do  not  kiiow  that  this  is  the  cause,  but 
it  would  have  been  sufficient  cause.  I  know  not 
the  cause,  for  I  have  not  conversed  witii  tlie  ilhem- 
bers  of  the  board.  I  will  say  again,  that  I  would 
respectfully  suggest  to  this  body  that  discussion 
on  this  subject  is  entirely  premature.  If  the  whole 
subject  is  to  be  gone  into,  we  shall  come  here 
prepared  to  discuss  it;  but  I  think  it  would  be 
proper  first  to  hear  the  report  of  the  committee. ' 

Mr.  MASON.  Mr.  President,  I  shall  not  de- 
tain the  Senate  long;  but  I  think  it  is  due,  both  to 
the  honorable  officer  whose  petition  I  presented 
and  to  myself,  that  I  should  advert  to  some  re- 
marks which  have  been  made  by  the  houQi-able 
Senator  from  Florida.  I  understand  that  Senator 
to  say,  based  upon  the  report  of  the  debate  of  the 
last  session  which  he  read,  that  I  then  contended 
that  Commodore  Jones  had  lost  the  use  of  one 
sideof  his  person.     I  think  that  was  his  language. 

Mt.  MALL9RY.  I  read  tlie  Senator's  words 
from  the  report  of  the  debate. 

Mr.  MASON.  That  language  is  not  to  be 
found  in  the  debate.  I  remember,  perfectly, 
that  my  honorable  friend  from  South  Carolina 
[Mr.  Butler]  and  myself,  in  asking  the  Senate 
not  to  review  the  action  of  the  court-martial,  but 
to  remit  so  much  of  its  judgment  as  deprived 
Commodore  Jones  of  his  pay  for  a  certain  time, 
spoke  of  his  wound,  which  we  had  accidentally 
seen  by  his  falling  on  the  pavement  on  the  ice 


^ 


near  to  our  house.  I  spoke  of  ihe  wound  ai 
having  disabled  one  of  his  arms,  and,  his  ana 
being,  thus  disabled,  he  was  unable  to  balance  his 
person  and  fell .  The  Senator  w  ill  find  that  in  the 
debate;  but  there  is  nothing  there  to  ahow  that 
the  officer  was  incapable  of  service,  o^was  noiia 
fact  just  as  capable  as  he  was  before  he  retuTed 
the  wound. 

I  did  not  say ,  because  it  escaped  me  at  the  tine, 
what  I  will  now  say,  that  in  the  battle  of  eon* 
boats  off  New  Orleans  in  1814,  the  fleet  of  Bniiih 
boats  which  Commodore  Jones  there  met  m 
commanded  by  a  certain  Sir  Alexander  Cainn> 
bell,  who  fought  on  a  wooden  leg.  Hevashu 
adversary  then  on  the  active  list,  a  captain  in  the 
British  service,  who  fought  in  that  action  vitha 
wooden  leg  when  Commodore  Jones  received  that 
wound;  and,  I  am  informed,  he  is  now  on  ad- 
miral in  the  British  navy.  His  opponent,  who 
was  there  stricken  down  on  his  deck,  haring  lost 
one  half  of  his  men,  has  been  in  the  active  serricfl 
of  the  country  for  forty  years  since  that  time, 
until  he  is  now  declared,  as  I  understand  fbm 
the  honorable  Senator,  disabled  from  actiTe  ser- 
vice because  of  that  wound  which  he  bore  ia* 
active  service  for  forty  years. 

As  to  the  court-martial,  I  heudlv  suppose  the 
honorable  Senator  means  to  say  tnat  the  board 
of  naval  officers  undertook  to  base  their  jod^nt, 
disrating  this  officer  and  declaring  him  inefficient, 
on  the  judgment  of  that  court-martial  which  lat 
upon  him  some  three  or  four  years  ago,  and  whose 
sentence  was  remitted  after  having  been  in  part 
executed. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Florida,  who  ii 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, 
said  that  if  Senators  would  apprise  the  comroitt^ 
of  their  purpose  when  they  introdace  their  peti- 
tions to  inquire  into  the  causes  why  particular 
officers  were  disrated,  the  committee  would  prob- 
bly  have  it  in  their  power  to  answer.  I  would 
ask  of  that  honorable  Senator  where  the  committee 
would  get  their  information  ?  ,  There  is  no  warce 
from  whence  that  information  can  be  obtained.  It 
is  buried  in  the  breasts  of  those  officcp  Whocon- 
stituted  the  board .  Elach  man  might  give  his  indi- 
vidual opinion, but  could  do  no  more;andindoio; 
it,  nine  times  out  of  ten,  he  would  give  thewron; 
opinion  which  operated  on  the  majority  of  Hie 
board.  That  I  consider  one  of  the  su^ngest  oh- 
jections  to  the  mode  in  which  the  board  diseharpd 
this  duty;  for  what  did  they  do  ?  They  reported 
a  list  of  two  hundred  and  one  officers  to  the  Presi- 
dent, recommending  that  certain  of  them  should  N 
dropped^  others  placed  on  furlough  -pay  and  others 
on  feave-of-abscnce  pay,  and  assigned  no  ntson 
whatever  for  thus  aiscriminating  oetween  those 
officers.  The  law  contemplated  that  the  Executiw 
should  approve  or  disapprove  their  report.  Ho» 
was  he  to  ao  it  >  How  was  it  possible  for  the  Presi- 
dent to  do  any  more  than  he  did,  either  toappnjj* 
it  in  the  whole  or  to  reject  it  in  the  whole?  "^ 
could  not  discriminate;  he  could  not  know  their 
reasons;  it  was  impossible  that  he  could:  he  mo^ 
therefore  take  it  as  it  stood,  or  reject  it.  I  tu'if* 
that  is  one  of  the  great  objectiona  to  the  mode  u 
which  the  board  acted. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Louisiana  [»:• 
Benjamin]  protested  agaitist  any  obIoqaf--l 
think  that  was  his  language— being  thrown  on  the 
members  of  the  naval  board,,  because  of  ^ 
action  in  this  matter.  Certainly  none  camefroffl 
me.  I  said,  in  relation  to  the  board,  that  Ididnot 
doubt  that  a  great  tnany  of  the  officers  who  went 
upon  it  went  upon  it  conscious  that  they  w«t 
to  discharge  a  most  ungrateftil,  ungracious, «» 
odious  duty,  and  they  did  it  in  obedience  to  w 
order  which  they  were  obliged  at  the  ^*r^ 
their  commissions  to  obey— an*  order  issuiBo 
from  their  proper  superiors.  Yet  I  did  say,  «^ 
what  the  board  did,  (not  only  in  its  consequeiKf^ 
in  individual  wrongs  to  certain  officers,  ^^^? 
which  are  admitted,  but,  in  my  judgment,  as  tw 


as  i  could  exercise  it,  in  a  measure  of  *^^  j°*|' 
pernicious  results  te  the  naval  service  ana  '» 
naval  character,)  that  the  time  would  comewfiu» 


some,  at  least,  of  those  officers  would  re^ 
they  did  not  put  their  commissions  ^ns*  w 
order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  ask  to 
relieved  from  the  duty;  sot  that  there  is  »"y^° 
sure  to  be  cast  upon  them— I  cast  none;  ^f?^ 
of  the  future.    If  a  board  of  this  kind  w  to  be^J 
up,  to  sit  in  secret  to  pass  on  the  oondu^  otm 
C6n  without  assigning  any  reasons,  (who  can  owj 
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draw  their  evidence,  not  merely  from  sources 
atterly  irresponsible,  but  most  generally  inter- 
ested)—if  that  is  sanctioned  as  the  policy  of  the 
coaotry  in  relation  to  the  naval  service,  the  con- 
seqoeoce  must  inevitably  be  to  make  the  officers 
of  the  Navy  spies  and  informers  on  each  other. 
It  will  dcynerate  into  that,  and  we  shall  have 
last  such  another  board  twenty  years  hence. 
Honorable  men  in  the  Navy  will  fina  that  a  black 
book,  a  register,  is  kept  against  them  by  their 
brother-officers,  to  be  brouffkt  up  at  a  future  day. 
That  is  hdman  nature,  if  I  know  how  to  under- 
stand it. 

The  honorable  Senator  iVom  Louisiana  inquired 
if  I,  or  any  other  Senator,  was  disposed  to  take 
tiie  refiponsibility  of  restoring  to  the  Navy  all 
those  officers  who  have  be<dn  declared  inefficient, 
or  who  have  been  placed  on  the  reserved  list. 
Sir,  I  have  said  that  I  can  see  no  mode  of  redress- 
ing this  great  wrong  but  by  setting  aside  the  legis- 
lation from  which  it  resulted,  and  beginning  de 
%(/T9.  I  do  not  doubt,  from  what  I  have  heard, 
that  ihcre  are  many  inefficient  officers  in  the  Navy 
— iM>w  many  1  do  not  know;  buti  cannot  be  per- 
niaded  that  there  is  no  mode  by  which  that  ineffi- 
ciency can  be  Remedied  without  infticting  a  serious 
vron^  on  the  whole  naval  service.  I  cannot  be 
persuaded  that  you  cannot  divest  the  Navy,  in 
some  proper  mode,  of  inefficient  officers,  witiiout 
ai  the  same  time  divesting  the  Navy  of  some  of 
its  most  gallant  and  efficient  sons.  I  here  declare 
frankly  that,  believing  (and  I  am  told  many  others 
believe  it)  that  you  have  done  injustice  and  wrong 
itt  attempting  to  promote  the  public  service,  the 
public  service  will  not  suffer  if  you  repeal  the 
legislation  and  gO  back  and  redress  the  injuries 
foa  have  done.  \ 

Tiie  operation  of  this  law  has  been  to  disband 
the  Navy — ^to  thin  its  ranks.  Why  ?  Because 
there  were  too  many  officers  for  the  ships  to  get 
promotion  for  the  juniors.  Commodore  Jones 
laya  in  his  memorial — and  says  very  strongly — 
that  he  was  disrated  by  five  officers,  all  of  whom 
verc  his  juniors.  The  law  did  attempt  to  guard 
against  any  impropriety  that  might  result  from 
iatercsted  motives,  by  saying  that  officers  of  lower 
rank  should  not  pass  on  those  above  them;  but 
the  Uw  allowed  tnosc  of  equal  rank  to  pass  t>n 
their  fellows.  Seniority  is  y^tj  often  quite  as 
dear  to  an  officer  as  promotion  to  a  higher  com- 
mission; and  that  seniority  has  been  interfered 
wiih. 

I  wish  to  be  understood,  Mr.  President.  I 
make  no  assault  whatever  on  the  boeu'd.  I  have 
GO  doubt  theirs  was  a  most  ungracious  and  un- 
grateful duty.  The  vice  was  in  the  law.  It  was 
not  guarded;  there  were  no  details.  It  was  hur- 
ri<?d  through  th^ Senate  during  the  last  days  of 
the  last  session;  passed,  I  think,  on  the  28th  o( 
February;  introduced,  to  be  sure,  at  an  earlier 
day.  I  had  no  time  to  consider  it;  I  did  not  even 
rememb^^hat  ii  had  been  debated ;  but  on  look- 
ing back  10  the  debate  that  took  place  upon  it,  1 
find  that  an  honorable  Senator  from  Delaware 
[Mr-  Batard]  depicted  and  foretold  the  very 
consequences,  which  have  resulted  as  the  conse- 
p«oce»,  that  would  result  from  passing  so  imper- 
!ect  a  la-sr.  His  warnings  were  prophetic.  I  shall 
lot  detain  the  Senate  further. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  desire  to  read  a  passage, 
to  refreah  the  memory  of  my  friend  from  Vir- 
^nia.  He  says  that  1  will  fiot  find  in  the  debate 
•"hat  I  assertea  here.  The  debates  are  before  me; 
*Jid  the  Senate  will  judge  whether  the  honorable 
Senator  firom  Virginia  or  myself  is  correct  in  the 
natter  in  dispute  between  us.  Durins:  the  debate 
<»n  the  bifl  for  the  relief  of  Commooore  Jones, 
^  year,  the  Senator  from  Virginia  said; 

"  We  Uicre  found  tbe  bonorable  wounds  and  scan  tbat 
"*  biid  received  durinf  tbe  war.  The  shoulder  wa«  utterlv 
Jj^led-  Thejoiot  was  destroyed.  Tlie  power  of  coH- 
^^nj^  tb«  arm  was  gone  ;  and  the  marks  and  eicatrtcea 
*^rf  apoa  him  perMn.  He  told  a»  that,  unfortunately  hav- 
jjFUitet  xho  control  of  tbat  side  of  bis  person,  be  had  been 
JJ^ble  to  pr<a*crve  hi5  balance,  and  thus  fell  upon  tbe  pavc- 

ht-  We  aaw  there  the  condition  oCbis  person.  He  bad 
y  the  tne  aad  effieicat  control  of  tb«  mufcles  on  tbat 
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I  said  so;  and  I  read  from  the  debate  when  I 
said  it.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  drawn  into  a  general 
discussion  as  to  the  character  of  the  law.  I 
merely  wish  to  say  a  word  as  to  fhe  last  remark 
that  fell  ftx)m  the  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia 
in  regard  to  seniority,  that  Commodore  Jones  waa 
retired  by  officers  who  were  his  juniors,  x  Why, 
sir,  there  was  no  higher  ^de  in  the  Navy  from 
which  to  select  than  captains.  He  was  a  captain. 
To  be  sure,  some  had  commissions  junior  to  his; 
but  certainly  the  idea  would  have  been  very  ab- 
surd to  sel^t  the  five  oldest  captains,  perhe^^s  the 
most  inefficient,  to  judge  of  tne  inefficiency  of 
others. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Mr.  President,  I  have  been 
among  those  who  have  thought  it  was  proper, 
right,  and  expedient  in  this  case,  as  it  woula  bo 
generally,  to  leave  the  debate  upon  this  great  and 
troublesome  question  until  the  coming  in  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  the  Senate,  so  that, 
having  a  committee  competent  to  instruct  us,  we 
mighjpiave  the  advice  as  well  as  the  weU-digestcd 
information  on  which  to  ^.ct.  But  that  course 
seems  to  be  impossible;  first,  because  it  is  con- 
trary to  the  constitutional  disposition  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  let  things  go  that  way;  and  in  the  second 
place,  because  at  least  one  member,  if  not  more, 
of  the  committee  has  discussed  the  subject,  it 
seems,  and  will  continue  the  discussion,  instead 
of  waiting  for  the  meeting  of  the  committee. 
Therefore,  since  this  is  the  custom,  and  since  it 
is  so  sanctioned,  I  will  now  free  my  mind  of 
what  I  have  thought  it  proper  to  say  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  President,  if  we  had  been  constituted^ 
not  only  with  two  eyes,  but  with  such  an  arrange- 
nient  of  those  eyes  that  we  could  see  dififerent 
sides  of  the  sai^e  subject  at  the  same  time,  in- 
stead of  one  side  only,  we  should  probably  make 
our  way  much  more  safely  through  the  world. 
The  whole  trouble  is,  that  although  we  have  two 
eyes,  we  can  see  only  one  side  of  a  subject  at  one 
time.  A  year  ago  the  question  before  Congress 
and  before  the  Senate  was,  whether  the  Navy 
should  be  left  in  the  inefficient  and,  as  it  was 
alleged,  disgraceful  condition  in  which  it  had  ex- 
isted for  many  years.  I  think  we  unanimoueily 
said  *  *  no ;  this  Navy  must  be  reformed . ' '  Every- 
body knew  there  was  no  way  to  reform  it  except 
by  I'eforming  out  of  it  men  who  were  unfit  to  be 
in,  and  retaining  those  who  were  competent, 
qualified,  and  proper  to  execute  all  its  duties. 
We  all  agreed  to  that;  we  passed  a  law  for  that 
Durpose.  The  object  has  been  attained;  the 
Navy  is  reformed;  but  now  on  the  other  side 
Qome  up  complainants  who  say  these  proceedings 
arc  all  wrong.  It  may  be  asked,  wnat  part  of 
them  are  wrong.  The  answer  is,  that  "  tncy  are 
all  wrong;  there  is  nothing  right  at  all;*'  and  from 
the  beginning  of  this  debate  until  this  stage  of  it, 
I  have  heard  scarcely  a  word  said  in  vindication 
of  the  reformation  which  has  been  made ;  but  we 
are  appealed  to  by  our  passions,  by  our  sympa- 
thies, by  our  prejudices,  and  by  our  relations  to 
everybody  who  complains  that  he  is  aggrieved,  to 
an  assault  upon  the  reformation  itself  oy  repeal- 
ing the  act.  I  do  not  think  Congress  is  going  to 
do  that;  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  -vrise.  But, 
at  the  same  time,  it  is  very  apparent  that  in  doing 
this  necessary  work,  it  has  been  done  by  the 
Government  not  only  ineffisctually  in  some  re- 
spects, but  injuriously  and  wrongflilly  in  regard 
to  the  interests  of  some  naval  officers.  Our  object 
should  be  to  save  the  reform  and  correct  the  in- 
justice which  has  been  done. 

The  question  arises,  who  is  to  blame  for  the 
injustice  ?  I  freely  confess  that  I  think  both  Con- 
gress and  the  Executive  are  to  blame.  I  take 
blame  to  myself  for  not  seeing  a  fault  in  the  con- 
stitution of  this'1>oard.  It  was  a  court  practically, 
although  not  in  form.  I  cannot  agree  with  those 
who  think  it  ought  to  have  had  the  forms  and 
process  and  the  rules  of  evidence  that  exist  in 
and  are  applicable  to  courts  of  common  hiw.  It 
was  indeed  a  court  without  these  requisites,  and 
I  suppose,  in  that  respect,  it  must  necessarily 
have  been,  as  it  was,  imperfect.    But  it  was  a 


court  without  appeal,  without  reserving  a  power 
of  review  anywhere.  Such  a  court  must  neces- 
sarily be  tyrannic^  in  its  action,  whether  it  in- 
tended to  be  so  or  not.  It  is  not  possible  for  any 
court,  however  good  its  intentions,  always  to  do 
justice  in  every  case  which  may  come  before  it. 
There  ought  to  be  no  court  whose  proceedings 
are  not  to  be  reviewed  before  the  judgment  iB 
final. 

Why,  sir,  of  the  causes  that  are  tried  by  the 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  perhaps  one 
twentieth  are  found  to  be  disposed  of  wrongfully 
and  unjustly,  upon  an  appeal  to  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States.  If  courts  whicn  pro- 
ceed according. to  the  rules  of  the  common  law 
or  the  principles  of  equity,  having  the  benefit  of 
the  wcll-estauUshed  rules  of  evidence,  and  whose 
proceedings  are  subject  to  revision,  commit  these 
mistakes,  it  must  necessarily  happen  that  a  board » 
which,  in  fact,  is  a  court  without  any  of  these 
guards,  must  commit  errors.  This  was  the  fault 
of  Congress.  I  think,  however,  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  and  the  President  had  the  power 
to  correct  the  commission  of  injustice.  When 
the  proceedings  came  before  them,  what  they 
could  have  done  ^would  have  been  to  suspend 
their  action  on  the  subject  until  Congress  came 
tc^ether;  and  otherwise  they  might  have  under- 
taken to  select  from  the  cases  and  to  distinguish 
between  them,  and  to  approve  what  was  right, 
and  to  reject,  from  the  recommendations  of  the 
board,  what  was  wrong.  In  this  aspect  of  the 
question,  I  think  the  President  could  have  acted 
more  wisely  than  he  has  done.  Still,  I  believe 
he  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  acted  as  we 
acted — meaning  to  do  right,  and  not  on  a  fiiU 
understanding  of  the  case. 

Now,  then,  these  difficulties  occur, and  tht  atten- 
tion of  Congress  is  invited  to  them, and  the  subject 
is  referred  to  the  Commiuee  on  Naval  Afilkirs.  The 
honorable  Senator  from  Delaware  [Mr.  Clay- 
ton] says,  that  if  that  committee  will  invest^ate 
and  show  him  that  any  injustice  has  been  done, 
he  will  go  for  correcting  it.  Sir,  I  do  not  want 
it  referred  to  the  Comnuttee  on  Naval  Affairs,  or 
any  other  committee,  to  satisfy  me  that  injustice 
has  been  done;  because  I  know  that  a  court-mar^ 
tial  which  shall  render  so  many  judgments  aa 
this,  must  render  some  portion  of  ^em  errone- 
ously. I  do  not  say  what  portion — it  may  be 
one  twentieth,  it  may  be  one  tenth,  it  may  be  one 
4fih ;  but  it  is  in  the  nature  of  the  tribunal  itself 
that  it  shall  do  wrong  in  some  cases.  I  think  the 
committee  ou^ht  not  to  be  charged  with  any  such* 
inquiry.  It  is  an  administrative  question;  it  ia 
an  executive  question.  Is  the  Senate's  commit- 
tee so  constituted  as  to  inouire  into  the  conduct 
and  the  merit  or  demerit  or  each  one  of  these  offi- 
cers ?  We  are  only  to  advise  the  Executive  on 
tliat  point.  The  Executive  must  take  the  re- 
sponsibility. 

It  seems  to  me  that  ^hat  ought  to  be  done  it 
to  suspend  action  upon  all  the  recommendations 
made  oy  the  President,  grounded  Qpon  the  find- 
ings of  the  board,  and  to  authorize,  by  law,  the 
President  of  the  United  Suites  in  some  way — ^I 
do  not  now  say  in  what  way — to  institute  an 
inquiry,  by  way  of  review,  into  the  cases  ofaHe^ed 
abuse  or  oppression  under  this  act;  and,  having 
authorized  nim  to  do  so,  let  him  recall  such  of  h^ 
recommendations  as  may  be  based  upon  it  as  he 
chooses,  and  leave  the  rest  for  us  to  act  upon,  or 
make  such  other  suggestions  as  shall  be  required 
for  us  to  act  upon  as  constitutional  advisers  of  the 
Exectnive.  Tnis,  I  am  free  to  eonf^,  has  seemed 
to  me  the  only  way  in  which  we  can  reach  the 
subject,  and  act  upon  it  tirisely  and  efifectively. 

I  would  not  have  it  understood  from  what  I 
have  said  that  I  am  in  favor  of  sustaining  the 
whole  action  of  this  board.  I  know  that  in  the 
case  of  Lieutenant  Maury,  if  there  was  no  other 
case,  there  was  a  distinguished  mistake.  I  have 
no  reason  to  doubt  there  is  equal  injustice  in  many 
obscure  cases.  While  I  express  myself  thus  de- 
cidedly against  reversing  the  action  of  Congress 
on  the  subject,  and  in  favor  of  throwing  the  ques- 
tion back  where  it  began,  I  at  the  same  time 
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formation  of  international  law,  international  com- 
ity, and  commercial  regulations,  as  well  as  such 
judgment,  temper,'an(iai8cretionaa  to  enable  them 
to  compose  difficulties  suddenly  ari^ig  Between 
the  authorities  of  foreign  Governmenls  at  various 
porta  or  points,  and  our  merchsmtsor  citizens,  or 
to  prevent  difficulties  which  may  be  threatened. 
Such  services  as  these  require  a  high  degree  of 

feneral  information  and  accomplishment — ^higher, 
am  sure,  than  is  founu  in  the  body  of  officers  in 
any  Navy  in  the  world.  ' 

Again:  how  many  naval  officers  would  be  com- 
petent, by  their  habits  of  business,  and  other 
attainments,  to  take  charge  of  one  of  the  naval 
bureaus?  This  is  a  duty  which  a  naval  officer 
may  be  called  to  perform.  How  many  could  do 
prompt  and  efficient  service  on  the  Light-House 
coara,  to  which  some  of  our  naval  officers  are 
assigned?  How  many  could  perform  the  duties  of 
those  naval  officers  who  are  attached  to  the  Coast 
Survey?  How  many  could  perform  promptly  and 
efficiently  the  duties  which  have  been  assigned 
to  Commander  Davis,  in  the  preparation  of  the 
Nautical  Almanac?  How  many  ore  capable  of 
performing  the  duties  that  have  been  assigned  to 
Lieutenant  Maury  at  the  National  Observatory  ? 
How  many  are,  in  fact,  capable  of  performing 
efficiently  and  promptly  all  the  duties  of  a  com- 
mandant at  one  of  our  navy-yards  ? 

Sir,  when  you  take  into  account  all  these  duties, 
and,  besides  them,  the  duties  which  may  be  as- 
signed to  the  commanders  of  our  squadrons  on 
foreign  coasts  and  in  foreign  seas,  in  times  of  dif- 
ficulty, but  very  few  would  be  found  capable  of 
performing  all  of  them  promptly  and  efficiently. 
Can  it  be  believed  that  the  law  consigns  all  who 
arc-  not  competent  for  each  and  every  one  of  these 
duties,  both  ashore  and  afloat,  to  tlie  re|prved 
list,  or  dooms  them  to  be  dropped  from  the  rolls? 
I  do  not  believe  you  can  find  a  gentleman  who 
voted  for  the  law  who  had  any  such  idea.  1/  it 
be  the  true  interpretation  of  the  law,  that  all 
should  be  retired  or  dropped  who  were  not  com- 
petent to  perform  the  whole  range  of  these  duties, 
requiring  so  many  high  attainments,  I  woula 
respectfully  submit  to  the  honorable  Senator, 
that  the  Navy  is  liable  to  be  deprived  of  the  ser- 
vices of  a  most  respectable  Dortion  of  its  officers, 
who,  from  defect  of  early  eaucation  and  scientific 
training,  must  fall  below  the  standard  of  com- 
petency presented  by  the  law,  as  interpreted  by 
the  naval  board;  but  having  sufficient  knowledg:e 
of  tlie  routine  duties  of  their  profession  to  navi- 
gate thtir  ships  safely,  sufficient  knowledge  of 
naval  tactics  to  maneuver  them  in  battle,  and 
possessed,  withal,  of  such  intrepidity  of  spirit, 
such  robustness  of  constitution,  and  bearing  on 
their  exterior  the  very  impress  of  authority  and 
command,  would  be  Ukely  to  rise  to  the  first  rank 
as  naval  commanders  and  deroes  in  time  of  war; 
and  yet  would  be  utterly  at  a  loss  and  confounded 
if  they  were  assigned  some  of  the  higher  duties 
which  T  have  specified. 

It  would  "be  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  any 
one  member  of  Coiigress  who  supported  the  law 
had  any  conception  that  it  would  bear  such  inter- 
pretation as  to  clothe  the  board  with  the  power 
to  retire  so  efficient  a  class  of  officers  £is  I  have 
described. 

Allow  me,  now,  to  coll  the  attention  of  the  hon- 
.orable  Senator  from  Florida  to  the  injustice  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  board  in  anoilur  respect. 
Many  naval  officers  have  been  assigned  dutieii 
ashore  on  account  of  their  being  known  or  sup- 

Eosed  to  possess  peculiar  scientific  attainmenis, 
ighcr  attainments  than  are  common,  particularly 
qualify iag  tliem  for  those  stations;  all  of  which 
are  more  or  less  connected  with,  i^ncl  necessary 
to,  tlie  advancement  of  the  Navy,  and  to  promote 
its  efficiency.  Caaihe  proposiuon  be  maintained, 
that  they  should,  by  the  order  of  the  Government, 
be  first  assigned  to  those  offices — kept  there  for 
a  great  length  of  time,  twelve  years,  as  in  the  case 
of  Lieutenant  Maury,  for  the  very  reason  that 
they  were  supposed  to  be  able  to  do  more  effect- 
ive service  to  the  Navy  and  the  country  ashore, 
than  they  could  do  at  sea,  or  than  others  could 
do  in  the  stations  to  which  thev  were  assigned, 
are  liable  under  the  late  law  to  oe  placed  on  the 
reserved  list,  and  put  out  of  tlie  line  ofpromotion 
in  the  Navy,  on  the  ground  that  they  must  be 
presumed  to  have  become  incompetent  to  do  effi- 
cient service  at  sear  Because  they  have  been 
k«pt  from  going  to  tea  by  the  order  of  Grorem- 


ment,  and  have  been  required  to  perform  duties 
ashore,  must  tliey  be  placed  on  the  reserved  list 
and  debarred  all  lurther promotion?  Such  a  pro- 
ceeding would  seem  to  wear  the  appearance  of 
the  consummation  of  a  fraud  on  the  part  of  the 
Cjovernment. 

The  honorable  Senator  has  stated  that  Lieu- 
tenant Maury  solicited  the  position  which  he  now 
occupies.  I  have  heard  differently,  but  that 
cannot  affect  my  position,  for  I  am  spealcing  of 
general  principles.  I  say  it  would  have  very 
much  the  appearance  of  a  friud,  to  close  the  door 
of  promotion  against  him  on  the  ground  sug- 
gested; at  all  events  it  would  be  most  unn^ason- 
able,  illiberal, and  contrary  to  sound  policy,  thus 
to  reward  officers  of  the  Navy  for  services  so  dis- 
tinguished as  have  been  those  of  some  of  th^  gen- 
tlemen who  have  been  assigned  duties  on  shore. 
I  cannot  conceive  that  such  was  the  intention  of 
the  law  or  its  true  interpretation. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  Vhat  are  the  facts  in  re- 
lation to  Lieutenant  Maury?  He  has  actually 
served  at  sea  between  nine  and  ten  years.  I  pass 
over  the  statement  of  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Florida,  that  he  desired  to  be  relieved  from  sea 
service;  I  suppose  he  meant  temporarily  relieved. 
I  have  already  stated  that  he  was  promoted  to 
a  lieutenancy  in  1837,  and  was  then  appointed 
astronomer  to  an  exploring  expedition  which  was 
to  be  under  the  command  of  Commodore  Jones, 
but  which  fell  throu^  on  some  account.  He*was 
then  assigned  to  the  harbor  survey  service  in  the 
South.  In  to9  he  applied  for  leave  of  absence 
to  visit  Tennessee,  for  the  purpose  ©f  removing 
his  aged  parents  to  reside  with  him  for  the  re- 
mainder of  their  days.  This  was  probably  the 
leave  of  absence  of  which  the  Senator  spoke. 
While  in  the  discharge  of  that  praiseworthy 
duty,  he  was  ordered  to  proceed  with  dispatch  to 
New  York,  in  order  to  join  a  ship  then  fitting  out 
for  sea.  He  was  not  ordered  to  sea  afterwards. 
I  understand,  however,  tliat  Lieutenant  Maury 
never  applied  for  the  situation  which  he  now 
holds  at  the  head  of  the  Observatory;  and  it  is 
certain  that  he  applied,  during  the  Mexican  war, 
for  sea  service,  which  was  denied  him;  and  that^ 
is  a  sufficient  answer  to  the  objection  on  that 
head.  • 

Now  let  us  see,  Mr,  President,  what  there  is 
in  the  idea  of  the  honorable  Senator  and  those 
who  think  that  Lieutenant  Maury  has  not  been 
harshly  dealt  with.  On  what  ground  does  the 
wisdom  of  the  assignment  by  the  board  of  Mr. 
Maury  to  the  reserved  list  stand  ?  Is  it  on  the 
ground  of  physical  disability  ?  It  may  be  sup- 
posed, from  a  letter  which  Lieutenant  Maury  has 
published  in  connection  with  his  memorial,  ad- 
dressed to  Lieutenant  Biddle,  that  this  was  the 
ground  on  which  tlie  board  proceeded.  Lieutenant 
Biddle  though  t  tliat  there  was  another  ground  upon 
which  he  ought  to  be  excluded  from  the  active 
list ;  but  it  may  be  supposed  that  some  members 
of  the  board  proceeded  on  the  exclusive  ground 
of  Lieutenant  Maury's  physical  disability.  His 
physical  disability  was  admitted  from  the  year 
1839  to  1843-4.  The  order  sent  t^  him  to  pro- 
ceed to  New  York  to  join  a  vessel  iitting  out  for 
sea,  was  revoked  on  the  express  ground  of  his 
disability;  and  in  the  year  1842,  when  he  was  as- 
signed to  the  charge  of  the  Depot  of  Charts  and 
Instruments,  his  disability  for  sea  service  still 
continued;  but  for  eleven  or  twelve  years  past. 
Lieutenant  Maury  has  held  himself  fully  com- 
petent in  point  of  physical  ability  to  perform 
efficiently  service  afloat  as  well  as  ashore.  I 
know  very  well  that  an  .officer  whose  le^  has 
been  severely  fractured  or  broken,  and  who  is 
lamed  in  consequence  of  it,  cannot  be  supposed 
to  be  as  efficient  ais  if  he  had  never  recpived  such 
an  injury.  He  probably  could  not  lead  a  board- 
ing party  and  grapple  an  enemy's  ship  with  as 
much  vigor  and  activity  as  if  he  were  in  full 
possession  of  his  original  vigor  of  body.  But, 
sir,  many  of  the  most  gallalU  commanders  who 
have  distinguished  themselves  at  sea  have  been 
in  the  same  predicament.  I  do  not  remember 
any  case  of  the  kind  in  our  own  Navy,  but  we 
all  know,  from  examples  in  other  navies,  that  the 
loss  of  a  leg  or  the  loss  of  an  arm  does  not  dis- 
qualify naval  men  from  occupying  their  positions 
as  admirals  and  commanders  in  the  fiercest  battles 
that  have' been  Ibught.  The  great  Nelson  him- 
self, in  his  last  great  battle,  had  «but  one  arm. 
His  presence  was  of  more  value  than  that  of  a 
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score  of  other  officers  to  direct  the  battle,  and  to 
inspire  confidence  and  courage.  1  do  not  pM 
that  case,  however,  as  a  parallel  with  Lieutenant 
Maury's;  but  I  do  contend  that  Mr.  Maury'i 
physical  ability  was  not  so  impaired  byihefrflc- 
ture  of  his  leg  as  lo  unfit  him  for  efficient  serrice 
at  sea. 

The  member  of  Ae  board  who  wrote  to  hira 
assigning' the  disability  which  he  received  by  th*? 
capsizing  of  a  slage-coach  in  Ohio,  asc.ie?romid 
on  which  he  was  removed  from  the  active  list, 
referred  to  the  suit  he  had  insfituted  for  dam- 
ages, alleging,  as  the  ground  of  danm^s,  his 
disability  to  perform  his  professional  duties  at 
sea. 

Lieutenant  Maury,  at  the  time  he  received  the 
injury,  may  have  believed,  as  he  probably  did, 
that  h(M\'as  permanently  disabled;  but  fortunately 
the  injury  was  not  as  great  as  was  imagined,  ani 
in  the  course  of  throe  or  four  years,  at  the  fur- 
thest, he  recovered  entirely.  He  is  able  to  walk 
without  assistance,  stick,  or  crutch,  and  he  ^-alks 
very  actively  at  that.  If  there  was  any  doubt  on 
this  pohit,  why  did  not  the  board  institute  an 
inquiry }  Why  did  they  not  have  an  examina- 
tion by  a  medical  board,  or  a  surgeon  of  the 
Navy,  to  ascertain  whether  Lieutenant  Maury's 
disability  had  continued  from  the  time  of  the  ac- 
cident up  to  the  period  of  the  action  of  the  board? 
If  they  had  been  disposed  to  act  on  the  suppo- 
sition that  he  continued  under  any  material  dis- 
ability, they  could  Easily  have  ascertained  that 
fact. 

Again:  does  my  honorable  friend  from  Florida 
know  tlint  one  gentleman  who  has  been  retaintd 
on  the  active  list  has  had  his  leg  twice  broken? 
I  am  so  informed,  though  I  have  not  heard  tlie 
name  of  the  officer,  nor  do  I  know  the  fact,  l^at 
I  have  what  I  consider  undoubted  authority  for 
the  assertion.  If  that  be  true,  did  that  render  the 
officer  in  question  incompetent  to  perform  efScknt 
service  at  sea.>  There  ntfi  degrees  of  cffiwn- 
cy,  both  mental  and  physical,  which  must  k 
allowed  in  allmilitary  and  naval  services,  and  ia 
officers  of  the  same  grade. 

What  other  ground  or  pretext  is  there  oa 
which  Lieutenant  Maury  could  ormavhavcK^n 
retired  >  There  is  the  one  which  has  alreadvbwi 
alluded  to  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Flonda. 
It  is  alleged  that  Lieutenant  Maury  ought  to  ba« 
been  placed  on  the  reserved  list  because  he  bad 
not  been  to  sea  for  twelve  or  fourteen  years. 

Mr.  MALLORY.    Sixteen  years. 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Tennessee.  I  think  the  Sena- 
tor is  in  error  in  that  statement. 

Mr.  M  ALLO/IY.  The  10th  of  January,  1840, 
according  to  the  Register,  is  the  last  day  when  he 
was  at  sea. 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Tennessee.  Suppose  it  has  been 
sixteen  years  since  Lieutenant  Maury  porfonn^ 
any  a<?tive  duty  at  sea,  does  it  therefore  foll'>* 
that  if  he  were  assigned  to  duty  afloat  now,  a 
man  of  his  active  mind — a  man  who  has  hr^ 
devoting  his  whole  attention  to  subjects  connefW« 
with  the  naval  service — a  man  of  his  untinr? 
energy  and  fine  memory,  having  sufficient  pky^- 
ical  capacity,  having  already  performed  niiie/J 
ten  years  active  service  at  sea,  can,  in  this  pen "^ 
of  fifteen  or  sixteen  years,  have  lost  all  (he  knowl- 
edge of  sea  duty  which -he  once  possef^sed?  I 
have  already  stated  that  when  he  wa.*?  at  sea  n« 
seemed  To  be  so  well  informed  of  his  naval  dutie* 
that,  while  he  was  in  actual  sea  service  a?  » 
pass^i^nidshipman,  he  published  his  treati'*J|" 
navigation,  wnich  became  n  text-book  w  tse 
Navy,  and  may  be;Tor  aught  I  kno^,  the  i^xij 
book  in  the  Navy  to-day.  Is  it  to  be  presumfd 
that  such  a  man  can  have  forgotten  his  duties  st 
sea.'  If  so,  then  I  wish  my  honorable  fn*'^' 
from  Florida  to  consider  how  it  happens  tW 
other  naval  officers  who  have  not  seen  seaw^rT'l'^ 
some  of  them  for  nearly  or  quite  as  long  a  po'i'^ 
as  Lieutenant  Maury,  are  not  presumed  to  havj 
forgotten  how  t6  perform  their  duties  at  st^a,^^ 
have  l>een  retained  on  the  active  list  ?  The  init" 
is,  there  cannot  be  found  a  sufficient  pretext  on 
either  of  the  grounds  which  have  been  as:?um'^i 
for  retiring  Mr.  Maury. 

Again,  as  1  have  already  intimated,  if  Li<*u*'^' 
ant  Maury  is  competent 'to  perform  such  dutij^ 
ashore  as  have  been  assigned  to  hiiA,  dopyhj 
law  authorize  the  naval  board  or  the  Fn  sm'  "J 
to  place  him  on  the  reserved  list  on  the  gr"" i" 
that  he  has  not  been  to  sea  for  sixteen  years,  ot 
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any  other  period  of  lime  ?    Is  the  door  of  pro- 
motion to  DC  shut  ag^ainst  him  because  the  Uov- 
ernmeni  has  employed  him  in  service  which  he 
is  peculiarly  qualified  to  perform  and  was  denied 
his  application  to  go  to  sea,  on  the  assumption 
that  lie  is  no  longer  qualified  for  efficient  sea  ser- 
rice?    I  d^ny  both  the  authority  of  law  and  the 
a58umption.  There  was  noAuthority  to  retire  him 
unless  the  board  deny,  upon  sufficient  grounds, 
his  competency  to  perform  his  duties  ashore  as 
well  as  afloat.     I  say  the  law  meant,  in  regard  to 
all  officers,  that  they  should  be  found  incapable 
of  perfonning  efficiently  and  promptly  the  auties 
attaching  to  their  respective  offices,  grades,  and 
employments,  as  the  condition  upon  which  they 
were  eitiier  to  be  dropped  or  placed  on  the  reserved 
h'st. 

Now,  will  any  honorable  Senator  sav  that, 
when  this  law  was  passed,  he  concciTctT  that  a 
class  of  officers,  such  as  the  one  to  which  Mr. 
Maury  belongs,  would  be  put  ^  on  the  reserved 
list,  and  donied  all  future  promotion  in  the  naval 
service  }    The  Senator  has  spoken  of  money — of 
the  pay  whick  Lieutenant  Maury  receives.     In 
the  feelings  and  estimation  of  a  naval  officer,  he 
would  scorn  to  consider  money  an  equivalent  for 
official  degradation,  or  the  loss  of  professional 
advancement.   Suppose  Mr.  Maury  had  receiyed 
$10,000  instead  of  ^4,500  a  year,  as  is  contended, 
or  $3,500,  according  to  my  estimate,  he  has  re- 
ceived that  amount  in  consideration  of  the  import- 
ance and  great  public  utility  of  the  station  which 
he  has  occupied,  and  no  amount  of  salary  can 
compensate  him  for  the  loss  of  official  rant  and 
the  prospect  of  future  promotion;  and  if  money 
is  to  be  copsidered  in  competition  with,  and  as  an 
eouivalent  for,  official  mortification,  tuid  the  loss 
CH  official  rank  and  preferment,  it  must  be  borne 
in  mind  that  Lieutenant  Maury 4iolds  his  present 
honorable  position  at  executive  discretion,  and 
whenever  it  shall  please  the  Executive,  for  the 
time  bein^,  to  dispense  with  his  services,  he  must 
remain  a  lieutenant  of  the  Navy  on  the  reserved  list 
for  the  remainder  of  his  days,  on  a  salary  of  only 
$14KKK    I  mention  this  merely  to  show  tlie  real 
position  of  Lieutenant  Maury — not  that  I  am 
authorized  by  him  to  estimate  the  amount  of 
money  compensation  he  may  receive  as  a  lieuten- 
ant on  the  reserved  list,  as  forming  any  ground 
of  complaint  against  the  action  of  the  naval  ooard. 
I  feel  authorized  to  say  that  $10,000  a  year  would 
not  compensate  him  for  the  stigma,  as  he  con- 
ceives it,  which  has  been  cast  on  his  professional 
reputation. 

1  should  "like  to  know  whether  my  honorable 
friend  from  Florida  heard  my  rcmarKs  in  regard 
to  the  naval  board  ? 

Mr.  MALLORY.    No,  sir. 

Mr.  BGLL,  of  Tennessee.  The  Senator  is  not 
«uffici#'ntly  informed  of  my  sentiments  on  that 
point  to  do  me  justice.  He  did  not  hear  the  remarks 
m  which  I  vindicated  officers  of  the  board  against 
many  of  the  charges  which  have  been  made  against 
them. 

I  shall  not  detain  the  Senate  further.  I  have 
fcJt -called  upon  to  make  these  additional  remarks 
in  answer  to  the  statements  and  arguments  of  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Florida, 

Mr.  MALLORY.  Mr.  President,  I  cannot  be 
drawn  into  a  general  discussion  of  the  character 
of  the  law,  the  proceedings  of  the  board,  or  the 
parties  alleged  to  have  sustained  injury  under  it. 
« /"onfined  my  remarks  originally  entirely  to  this 
siiide  case,  expressing  the  opinion,  thf^f  the 
*ction  o{  the  board  could  be  sustained  at  all,  of 
^hich  I  entertain  no  doubt,  it  must  be  sustained 
in  the  case  of  Lieutenant  Maury. 

Of  all  the  facts  which  I  have  stated  I  have  the 

^^idence  before  me.     I  hold  in  my  hand  the  ap- 

pHcation  of  Lieutenant  Maury,  dated  23d  Feo- 

"^ary,   1842,   for  the   Hydrographical   Bureau, 

^hich  has  grown  info  the  one  he  now  occiipies. 

«frc  are,  also,  the  several  applications  of  Lieu- 

^"flant  Maury  for  furlough  and  leave  of  absence, 

^  I  have  already  stated  them  to  be.     It  is  not 

'^^eessary  to  read  them  here. 

-3  Mr.  BKLL,  ^f  Tennessee.    I  understand  the 

^"tiator's  assertion  to  be,  that  Lieutenant  Maury 

'^'^ested  to  be  assigned  to  the  station  which  he 

^^"w  occupies.    ' 

L    -^Ir.  MALLORY.    Yes,  sir.    I  will  have  his 
^  tor  requesting  it  read. 

>Ir.  BELL,  of  Tennessee.     If  the   Senator 
yu  so,  there  is  no  necessity  to  read  the  letter; 


but  I  have  understood  that  he  did  not  apply  for 
^he  place. 

Mr.  MALLORY.    Let  the  letter  be  read. 

The  Secretary  read  it,  as  follows: 

FRKDERicicspnRa,  ViaaiMiA,  i^cimary  S3, 1842. 

Sir  :  I  Imve  to-dav,  and  for  the  flrst  time,  peen  tlie  bill, 
as  reported  by  Mr.  Wise,  to  reorganize  tlie  Navy  Depart- 
ment. The  Secrptar>',  it  provides,  mny  appoint  any  one, 
in  or  out  of  the  Navy,  to  the  Hydrojrmphicai  Bureau. 

There  Ls  no  want  in  the  Navy  of  the  qualidcationB  requi- 
site for  tl)e  duties  of  rach  a  bureau.;  and,  should  this  pro- 
vision of  the  bill  become  a  law,  I  confidently  indulge  the 
hope  that  the  honorable  Secretary  will  have  no  occasion  to 
look  beyond  the  Nnvy  for  a  suitable  ap|K)inUneiit. 

I  do  not  wifih  to  Interfere  uuproperly  with  the  better 
claim?  of  better  officers,  but,  should  officeni  of  my  rank  be 
conxidered  as  eli^ble  to  the  place,  I  retspectfully  ask  to  be 
numbered  amongst  the  applicants  for  it. 

Ah  to  iny  qualiticaiions  for  such  an  office,  I  beg  leave  to 
refer  to  my  work  on  navigation  and' its  kindred  branches, 
to  the  files  of  the  Department,  and  to  the  officers  of  the 
Navy  generally;  and  upon  these  testimon'iala  I  hiunbly 
rcrt  my  claims. 

Ecspectfuliy,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  P.  MATTRY, 
.Lieutenant  United  States  Nary. 

Hon.  A.  P.  Upshtr,  Setretaryofthe  Navy,  Washington  City. 

Mt.  bell,  of  Tennessee.  I  have  not  denied 
that  he  desired  to  be  placed  in  the  station  spoken 
of  in  that  letter.  My  statement  was  that  he  had 
not  soui^ht^his  ppomotion  to  the  head  of  tlie  Na- 
tional Observatory.  When,  in  1842/lie  made  the 
application  which  has  been  read,  he  was  probably 
disabled  for  sea  service. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  The  nresont  Observatory 
has  grown  up  out  of  the  Hyaro^raphical  Bureau. 
The  system  of  our  administrative  Government 
consists  in  clerkships,  bureaus,  and  departments. 
We  know,  from  what  is  going  on  around  us 
everv  day,  how  clerkships  grow  into  bureaus, 
and  Dureaus  into  departments.  When  the  Hy- 
drographical Bureau  was  established.  Lieutenant 
Maury  sought  to  be  placed  at  the  head  of  it.  I 
do  not  state  this  with  the  (l^sign  *^f  reflecting  on 
him.  I  am  glad  that  he  did  it.  He  has  conferred 
honoron  the  position;  and  I  amdisjiosed  to  yield 
him  full  credit  for  it.  I  stated  that  in  1837  he  did 
seek  to  be  n'lieved  from  sea  duty  when  he  had 
received  a  direct  order  to  go  to  sea,  and  that  he 
urged  as  a  reason  that  it  was  contrary  to  his  in- 
terest to  go  to  sea  on  that  occasion.  I  stated  that 
in  1838  he  was  again  relieved  from  sea  duty,  at 
his  own  request,  not  because  an  exploring  expe- 
dition was  disbanded  or  broken  up,  as  my  friend 
supposes 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Tenne.«?see.  I  did  not  give  that 
as  his  reason  for  declining;  I  did  not  knew  that 
he  had  declined. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  In  1840  he  was  again  re- 
lieved from  sea  duty  in  consequence  of  disability. 
In  1841  he  was  again  relieved  at  his  own  request 
for  the  same  c^use — disability. 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Tennessee.  His  disability  at 
that  period  is  admitted. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  Whatever  may  be  the  cause , 
the  fact  is,  that  Lieutenant  Maury  has  seen  less 
sea  service  than  many  of  the  midshipmen — I  may 
perhaps  say,  Icsstliana  majority  of  midshipmen, 
who  have  seen  much  sea  service  afloat.  I  say,  in 
addition  to  this,  that  naval  rank  should  he  jcon- 
firred  for  service  on  the  sea.  My  friend  from 
Tennessee,  in  defining  the  duties  of  naval  oflicers, 
speaks  of  them  as  diplomatists,  conducting  our 
treaties  with  foreign  Governments.  I  acknowl- 
edge that  such  duties  are  incidental  to  the  posi- 
tion ofanavaloflicer;  and,  sir,  whenever  they  nave 
been  performed  by  naval  oflicers,  they  have  been 
welT  and  wisely  performed,  and  the  country  has 
sustained  them.  We  have  never  found  a  dearth 
of  that  kind  of  talent  in  our  Navy. 

But  the  duties  performed  by  the  head  of  the 
Observatory,  and  the  duties  perfoi*Tned  by  the 
distinguished  gentlemen  now  navin^  charge  of 
the  Nautical  Almanac,  to  whom  allusion  has  been 
made,  are  all  connecttd  with  the  Navy,  but  they 
are  not  essentially  the  duties  of  a  naval  ofncer, 
which  are  legitimately,  and  as  universally  under- 
stood, involved  in  the  protection  of  the  honor  and 
interests  of  the  country  on  the  seaa.  If  I  under- 
stand anything  of  the  design  of  Congress  in  the 
passage  gf  this  law,  it  was  that  the  Navy  should 
be  composed  of  sea-going  men,  and  not  of  men 
unfamiliar  with  the  seaman's  duties,  however 
scientific  they  might  be.  I  will  grant  that  Mr. 
Maury  is  a  Newton,  if  you  please;  and  when  I 
grant  that,  I  contend  that  he  is  not  necessarily  a 
seaman.  I  will  grant  that  he  is  a  Herschel,  or 
a  Hassler,  if  you  please;  but  it  doei  not  follow 
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that  he  can  equip,  man,  or  station  your  ships,  or 
carry  them  into  action,  or  that  he  is  competent 
to  meet  the  countless  and  important  duties  of  a 
sea  officer  in  command. 

Why,  sir,  if  the  duties  of  a  naval  officer  were 
such  as  my  friend  from  Tennessee  has  depicted 
them,  I  can  readily  conceive  that  there  might  be 
many  men  incompetent  to  perform  them.  As  it 
is,  our  Navy  is  so  limited — so  few  vessels  have 
we  afloat — that  some  of  the  duties  of  a  practical 
seaman  are  unknown  to  a  large  number  of  our 
ofllicers.  I  believe  no  commodore  has  had  charge 
of  a  sufficient  fleet  to  enable  him  to  enter  upon 
fleet  sailing,  maneuvering,  and  tactics,  since 
Commodore  Morris  commanded  the  Brazil  sta- 
tion. It  is  quite  possible  that,  in  consequence  of 
our  small  Navy  afloat  and  the  want  of  practice, 
there  are  many  men  among  our  oflicers  who  could 
not  maneuver  a  fleet  for  twenty-four  hours  and 
have  every  ship  in  sight  of  his  flag  all  the  time. 
Why  ?  Because  they  have  not  had  the  opportu- 
nity to  learn.  The  profession  is  making  progress 
every  day,  and  to  Keep  up  with  the  times  we 
want  our  naval  oflicers  on  the  sea.  Those  men 
who  have  carried  our  flag  on  the  ^cat  deep — who 
have  been  air  over  the  world  during  their  profes- 
sional career,  and  h|ive  not  sought  the  luxury  of 
places  on  shore — are  entitled  to  increased  military 
rank,  the  only  reward  we  have  to  bestow.  Create, 
if  you  please,  a  scientific  corps,  and  confer  on  it 
any  emoluments  you  please;  place  Lieutenant 
Maury  at  the  head  of  it,  and  I  would  say  nothing; 
he  would  then  have  his  appropriate  sphere.  I  oo 
not  know  wliy  the  naval  boara  retired  Lieutenant 
Maury.  I  have  not  conversed  w^th  one  of  them, 
nor  do  I  know  their  views.  I  only  an9wer  tho 
position  sought  to  be  maintained  here,  that  Lieu- 
tenant Maury ,  although  engaged  for  sixteen  years 
on  scientific  duties  which  do  not  involve  the  auties 
of  seamanship,  is  yet  a  practical  seaman,  and  ^ 
entitled  to  military  command  for  civil  duties.  I 
deny  it;  and  I  deny,  eJso,  thataq  astute  merchant 
or  shipowner  would  select  to  navigate  one  of  his 
ships  across  the  Atlantic  a  man  who  had  not  been 
to  sea  for  sixteen  years,  in  preference  to  a  seaman 
in  the  constant  practice  of  his  profession. 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Tennessee.  Could  he  not  be 
sent  as  first  or  second  lieutenant  under  an  ex- 
perienced commander?  Would  it  not  be  safe  to 
send  such  a  man  in  such  a  capacity?  The  hon- 
orable Senator  would  not  have  all  oflicers  com- 
manders? Would  he  have  midshipmen  and  lieu- 
tenants to  be  commanders? 

Mr.  MALLORY.  In  answer  to  that,  I  bcr 
leave  to  say  that  we  ourselves  have  establishea 
the  theory,  and  the  fact  corresponds  to  the  theory, 
that  thore  is  not  a  midshipman  who  leaves  tne 
Naval  A  cadom y  who  is  not  competent  to  take  com- 
mand of  a  frigate.  They  are  all  practical  seamen. 
A  lieutenant  should  not  be  permitted  to  stand 
upon  deck  as  a  lieutenant  unless  competent  to 
perfoftn  the  captain's  duties. 

But  Lieutenant  Maury's  complaint  is,  that  hs 
was  retired ;  and  if  he  had  not  been  retired  he 
must  have  been  promoted  to  a  commander,  and 
could  not  have  gone  to  sea  as  a  lieutenant. 

But,  sir,  I  will  not  detain  the  Senate.  I  do  not 
wish  to  throw  the  slightest  shade  on  the  reputa- 
tion of  Mr.  Maury,  but,  on  the  contrary,  to  sus- 
tain and  reward  it.  But  I  contend  here  that  the 
object  of  the  law  of  the  last  session  was  to  reform 
our  Navy,  and  to  create  a  corps  of  efficient  officers 
competent  to  the  performance  of  all  its  legitimate 
demands. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  petition  will  be  re* 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  AffVurs. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  Mr.  President,  I  will  avail 
myself  of  this  occasion  to  make  a  few  remarks  in 
regard  to  the  sulijeet  which  has  been  under  dis- 
cussion to-day.  1  was  desy'ous  that  it  should  not 
be  debated  in  open  session;  but  as  it  seems  to  be 
the  pleasure  of  gentlemen  that  memorials  shall  be 
day  after  day  presented  and  remarks  made  upon 
individual  cases,  I  will  express  briefly  some  of 
my  own  views  in  regard  to  the  matter.  I  find  no 
fault  with  the  course  pursued  by  my  friend  from 
Maryland,  [Mr.  Pearce,]  orotheni  like  him,  who 
hav^  confined  themselves  to  the  cases  made  in 
the  memorlils  thny  presented,  without  attticking 
and  criminatinsr  others. 

What  is  the  oDJect  of  these  memorials  addreast-d 
to  the  Senate  ?     It  is  expected  that  some  remedy- 
is  to  be  found  for  the  evils  alleged  in  them,  within 
the  power  of  the  Senate.  What  remedy  is  sought? 
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It  is  supposed— for  it  has  been  so  urced  in  de- 
bate— that  it  is  within  our  power,  and  that  it  is 
our  duty,  to  reject  the  nomination  of  the  oiEcers 
whoso  names,  it  is  understood,  have  been  pre- 
Bcntod  to  the  Senate  to  fill  the  places  vacatea  by 
the  action  of  the  naval  board,  including  members 
of  the  naval  board  and  others — and  thus  it  is 
desired  to  provide  a  remedy  for  those  who  claim 
to  have  been  aj^gricved  by  the  decision  of  the 
President,  founded  on  the  report  of  the  board. 
Now,  sir,  I  ask  the  attention  of  the  Senate  for  a 
few  moments  to  the  consideration  of  that  remedy. 
Another  lias  been  suggested  and  argued — very 
well  argued  bv  another  gentleman;  I  have  nothing 
to  say  about  that,  but  in  reference  to  tliis proposed 
remedy  I  wish  briefly  to  examine  it. 

Is  it  our  duty — can  it  possibly  be  our  duty — to 
furnish  a  remedy  for  these  alleged  evils  by  the 
rejection  of  the  nominations  which  have  been  pre- 
sented to  the  Senate  to  fill  the  vacancies  caused 
by  the  retiring  and  dropping  of  naval  oflicers  hy 
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the  President?  This  decision  flows*  from  the 
joint  action  of  the  Senate,  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
All  these  co6rdinii]Le  branches  of  the  legislative 
department,  if-I  may  so  call  them,  had  to  concur 
in  the  act  of  Congress  which  gave  autliority 
to  the  naval  board  appointed  to  decide  on  the 
competency  and  eilicicncy  of  naval  officers.  If 
individual  gentlemen  who  formed  it  were  asked 
whether  they  went  willingly  and  cheerfully  to 
the  performance  of  the  duty  assigned  them,  there 
is  not  one  of  them  who  would  not  say  that  he 
would  rather  now  go  into  action  at  any  time  with 
a  common  frigate  against  a  first-rate  seventy-four, 
than  perform  the  duty  which  he  was  compelled  to 
perform  while  acting  on  that  naval  board.  There 
IS  not  a  man  who  sought  that  duty — not  one;  and 
there  is  not  a  man  among  them  who  wouW  not 
gladly  have  avoided  it,  if  that  Imd  been  in  his 
power;  but,  sir,  they  were  under  the  command 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and,  although 
Bomc  of  them  entreated  to  be  released,  they  were 
ordered  to  go  upon  duty;  and  they  could  with 
as  much  propriety  have  refused,  upon  the  call  of 
their  country  or  of  their  superior  officer,  to  go 
into  action  with  an  enemy  as  they  could  have 
refused  to  serve  on  that  board.  Dismissal  from 
the  Navy  itself  would  have  been  a  fair  punish- 
ment for  any  man  who  had  chosen,  on  that  occa- 
sion, to  skulk  and  avoided  his  duty.  It  presents 
itself  to  my  mind  as  something  resembling  a  jury; 
and  we  have  heard  that  jurors  have  sometimes, 
in  some  wild  sections  of  the  far  West,  been  run 
down,  tied,  and  put  into  the  jury-box  and  com- 
pelled to  serve.  The  jury  thus  compelled  to 
serve,  and  to  which  a  specific  issue  is  presented, 
decides  that  issue  according  to  the  very  best  judg- 
ment which  God  has  given  them;  and  immedi- 
ately after  the  jurors  have,  thus  discharged  their  | 
duty,  they  are,  for  doing  so,  to  be  tied  up,  ; 
whipped,  or  shot,  according  to  the  discretion  of 
those  who  forced  them  into  the  jury-box,  and 
who  choose  to  decide  that  they  were  guilty  of  an 
error ! 

But,  sir,  there  are  considerations  extending' 
beyond  the  mere  matter  of  justice  to  these  indi- 
viduals, as  men.  There  is  something  due  to  the 
character  of  the  Senate.  As  I  have  remarked ,  we 
are  but  one  of  the  three  branches  of  the  Govern- 
ment which  concurred  in  the  passage  of  this  act. 
I  ask  if  it  is  in  accordance  witn  goou  faith  for  the 
Senate  (after  the  other  rwo  branches  have  con- 
sented to  the  act,  and  whose  action  was  as  neces- 
sary to  the  passage  of  that  law  as  ours)  to  arrogate 
the  right  to  repeal  that  law,  or  nullify  it,  or  to  de- 
cide the  whole  question — whether  justice  has  been 
done — whether  the  law  has  been  properly  carried 
out — and  to  punish  the  individuals  wno  were 
selected  by  the  executive  department  for  the  pur- 

rose  of  performing  the  duty  enjoined  by  that  law  ? 
say  that  it  would  be  in  contravention  and  con- 
tempt of  that  faith  which  holds  the  moral  elements 
of  tne  world  together,  and  which  cannot  be  vio- 
lated without  deep  and  lasting  injury  to  the  char- 
acter of  the  Senate.  What,  sir,  are  we  to  go 
behind  the  whole  of  these  nominations,  instead 
of  inquiring  into  the  fitness  of  the  nominees  ?  Are 
we  to  assume  the  right  to  go  beyond  (^e  question, 
whether  these  naval  ofllccr^^u'e  fit  for  the  places  for 
which  they  are  proposed,  and  because  we  may 
think  that  some  other  oflicers  have  been  unjustly 
dealt  with;  and  for  that  reason  alone  are  we  to 
reject  the  noiuinationf  mad^bythe  President? 
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I/epeat,  that,  according  to  my  judgment,  such 
a'course  would  be  contrary  to  that  implied  under- 
standing, that  honorable  understanding,  that  good 
faith,  which  ought  always  to  exist  between  the 
diflerent  members  of  the  same  Government. 

Sir,  it  is  a  diflicult  thing  for  any  man  to  discuss 
Uiis  question-  publicly  and  to  do  it  justice.  No 
one  oC  us  feels  disposed  to  wound  the  feelings 
of  any  individual  connected  with  our  Navy.  I 
trust  that  we  should  all  desire,  if  called  upon  to 
do  an  unpleasant  duty  in  reference  to  any  of  thes^ 
gentlemen,  to  do  it  so  as  to  inflict  the  least  pos- 
sible degree  of  pain.  When  we  are  asked,  tlien, 
by  honorable  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  as  the 
chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee  is  constantly 
asked,  why  was  Lieutenant  Maury  dismissed  ? — 
why  was  A ,  or  B,^or  C,  or  D  cfropped  or  retired  ? 
— what  a  most  invidious  duty  then  devolves  on 
him  who  undertakes  to  answer  these  interroga- 
tories !  He  is  called  upon  to  point  out  all  the 
defects,  all  the  evidences  of  inefficiency  or  in- 
competency in  the  nian  whose  name  is  presented. 
What  Senator  will  willingly  undertake  any  such 
task  ?  There  cannot  be  equal  terms  granted  to 
those  who  engage  in  aucfi  a  discussion.  We 
cannot  meet  these  inquiries  without  doing  a  most 
)ainful  duty  which  no  man  lijjes  to  undertake. 
HO  one  of  UvS  desires  to  go  forward  and  point  out 
the  defects  of  any  one  of  the  officers  of  the 
Navy.  A  man  may  have  been  intemperate,  he 
may  have  been  insane,  he  may  have  been  utterly 
inefficient  or  incompetent,  but  no  one  will  volun- 
teer to  say  anything  about  it.  Every  one  feels 
that  enough  has  already  been  done  ii  the  Board 
has  dropped  an  incompetent  officer.  Nat  one  of 
us  would  be  willing  to  adil  to  the  pan^ — if  there 
has  been  a  pang — created  by  the  action  W  the 
board  which  owed  its  origin  to  our  own  act  of 
Conj^ress.  Therefore,  I  say,  each  of  these  me- 
morials presents  a  case  that  cannot  be  discussed 
here  with  propriety,  or  so  as  to  do  equal  justice 
to  all  concerned.  \ 

Now,  sir,  permit  me  to  say  a  few  words  in  re- 
gard to  that  gentleman  whose  name  has  been  pre- 
sented so  prominently  to-day — Lieutenant  Maury. 
We  are  all  proud  of  the  fame  which  he  has  ac- 
quired, not  only  in  his  ow^  country,  but  abroad. 
We  honor  him,  and  no  man  among  us  would 
wish  to  point  to  a  blot  on  his  escutcheon  if  we 
found  one.  No  charge  is  pretended  to  have  been 
made  aj^ainst  his  character.  The  report  of  this 
board  did  not  necessarily,  or  by  any  fair  impli- 
cation, degrade  or  disgrace  Lieutenant  Maury,  or 
any  other  man  who  was  placed  upon  the  retired 
list.  What,  sir!  may  not  a- man  be  incompetent 
or  inefficient  as  a  naval  officer,  and  yet  be  a  highly 
honorable  man,  fitted  for  other  duties  in  the  world 
and  for  other  avocations  ih  life  ?  Would  a  law- 
yer, who  had  gone  through  a  long  and  successful 
career  at  the  bar,  on  being  told,  when  he  had 
arrived  at  eighty  or  ninety  years  of  age,  that  he 
was  no  longer  competent  to  perform  the  duties  of 
his  laborious  profession,  feel  himself  degraded  or 
disgraced  by  that  ?  Surely  not.  We  know  the 
effect  of  old  age,  even  in  our  own  profession — I 
speak  to  gentlemen  not  merely  here  as  Senators, 
but  knowing  the  fact  that  most  of  them  have  been 
jurists.  No,  sir ;  and  yet  the  degree  of  physical 
efficiency  required  in  the  case  of  a  naval  officer 
is  vastly  greater  than  in  the  case  of  a  competent 
judicial  officer  or  jurist. 

Lieutenant  Maury  is  justly  honored  by  his 
country.  He  holds  a  position  which  he  well  de- 
serves, where  he  receives  $3,000  a  year,  a  house, 
a  farm,  a  carriage,  I  believe,  and  where  he  has 
the  distribution  of  sixty  or  sixty -five  thousand 
dollars  a  year,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  prosecuting  those  great  scientific  inquiries 
which  have  already  conferred  upon  him  so  much 
honorable  fame.  He  has  the  cooperation  and 
assistance  of  ten  or  fifteen  (I  know  not  precisely 
how  many)  men  to  act  under  him  in  making  his 
charts,  and  otherwise  aiding  his  investigations. 
Newton  himself  was  not  better  rewarded  than  he 
has  been  by  his  country;  and  are  we  to  be  told 
that  such  a  man,  because  he  csmnot  stand  upon 
the  deck  of  a  ship,  and  do  the  duty  of  a  young, 
active,  and  efficient  naval  officer,  is  to  be  held  de- 
graded or  disgraced  ?  Far  from  it.  I  look  upon 
it  in  no  such  light.  I  am  sure  no  member  of  the 
naval  board  thought  of  dishonoring  Lieutenant 
Maury  by  placing  him  on  the  retired  list,  and 
saying,  hiffh  as  he  was,  elevated  as  he  was  justly 
considered  in  the  estimation  of  his  country,  that 
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he  was  not  the  man  to  fight  a  ship  or  maneuver 
a  fleet  or  a  squadron.  Having  not  been  to  sea  ia 
twenty -one  years,  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  he 
is  now,  however  gifted  by  nature,  a  seaman  of  the 
requisite  experience  for  the  standing  he  had  in  the 
Navy. 

Lieutenant  Maury's  is  not  the  only  caiethal 
presents  itself  prominently.   My  old  friend,  Com- 
modore Stewart,  ofT^hiladelpfiia— whose  name 
is  honored  throughout  the  land,  whose  gallant 
actions  during  the  last  war  won  the  applause  of 
all  his  countrymen;  the  hero  who  captured  tvo 
Brilish  ships  of  war  with  one  of  our  fri^ics— is 
represontea  by  some  as  having  been  degraded  by 
the  action  of  the  naval  board,  and  of  the  Execa- 
tive  in  conseouence  of  it.    I  look  upon  it  not  at 
all  in  that  liglit.     I  do  not  consider  that  any  at- 
tempt was  made  to  dishonor  that  gallant  veteran. 
If  I  did,  I  should  resent  it  as  an  outro^  not  to 
be  forgiven.     I  do  not  believe  that  any  member 
of  the  naval  board  would  have  ever  consented 
to  any  report  which  could  have  reflected  on  the 
high  character  Commodore  Stewart  had  so  justly 
earned.     But,  sir,  what  is  the  fact?    He  is  said 
to  be  a  man  of  eio;hty-thrce  years.    He  is  not 
superintendent  ofthe  navy-yard  at  Philadelphia, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  he  discharges  all  the  necessary 
duties  of  that  station;  but  he  may  not  hate  be*n 
in^de  the  gate  of  the  navy-yard  perhaps  within 
f?ix  months.      He  discharges  all  his  necessary 
duties  there,  lam  assured;  yet,  if  he  were  placed  on 
board  a  ship  in  his  present  advanced  stage  of  life^ 
is  he  the  emcient  soaman  who  should  command 
your  fleet?    That  he  retains  hi» mental  nowere; 
nobody  doubts.    That  he  has  all  that  bravery 
with  which  God  endowed  him  for  the  good  and 
honor  of  his  country,  no  man  questions.   But 
still  is  he  the  man  now  for  active  military  hl^,  or 
for  naval  warfarq  ? 

1  think  it  was  Napoloon  himself  who  said,  afi^^r 
the  battle  of  Austerlitz,  that  he  should  be  able 
and  fit  for  war  for  five  year3*loogcr,  he  thougbi, 
from  the  extraordinary  strength  of  his  constiw- 
tion,  but  no  longer.  We  know  well,  sir,  that 
even  at  that  period  when  men  are  considpn^d  to 
be  in  the  middle  of  life,  in  his  Russian  campaign, 
how  very  far  inferior  he  was  to  that  Napoleon 
who  was  victor  in  the  battles  of  His  first  great 
Italian  campaign,  and  in  the  second  Italian  cam- 
paign at  Marengo,  and  indeed  in  all  those  great 
battles  that  were  fought  while  he  was  in  the  bloom 
of  youth  and  in  the  vigor  of  manhood. 

Sir,  at  the  battle  of  Marengo— pardon  me  for 
recurring  to  it  for  a  moment — Melas,  the  Aus- 
trian general ,  T  think ,  was  cigli  ty-four  years  of  asf , 
but  had  been  a  most  able  warrior  and  an  admi- 
rable general.  He  was  able  tp  keep  the  field  until 
four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  ana  so  long  as  m 
kept  it.  Napoleon  was  nearly  overthrown.  His 
three  lines  nad  been  driven  back  in  confusion  on 
one  another,  and  one  part  of  his  army  wa^^ 
entire  rout.  When  Alelas  was  compelled,  by 
physical  debility,  to  leave  the  field,  he  lost  the 
victory.  From  that  moment,  as  others  were  igno- 
rant of  his  plans,  which  the  imbecility  of  agf  P^** 
vented  him  from  executing,  the  tide  of  victory  ^t 
in  favor  of  the  French;  from  that  ipomcnt  the 
successful  charges  were  made .  by  Kcthman  &m 
others,  which  carried  victory  to  tlie  French  stand- 
ard. 

Sir,  there  b  a  period  of  human  life  when  wn 
should  retire  from  active  service,  either  ^^^^K 
ians  or  military  men.  But  no  man  is  dishonored 
by  r^Bung  from  such  a  cause.  Age  is  honor- 
able, Wu  no  man  can  be  disgraced  oy  it.  Tbt^ 
agaiuf-sir,  there  are  many  other  reasons  upon 
which  the  board  may  have  founded  its  opinion» 
and  doubtless  did  found  its  opinion,  that  some/'t 
these  oflicers^ere  incompetent  and  unfit  for  actiT* 
service;^  and  for  tliose  reasons  did  not  dis^^ 
them,  though  they  retired  or  dropped  theroifi* 
the  service  altogether.  .    . 

I  thought  it  proper  to  say  thus  much,  sir,  i"^ 
the  purpose  ot  arresting  some  errors  ^'^'^^^ 
been  propagated  by\the  remarks  of  others  >"» 
have  engaged  in  this  debate.  .   , 

Mr.  BROWN.  Mr.  President  if  it  had  suitcfl 
the  purpose  of  other  Senators  to  allow  this  *;o*^* 
ciuestiou  to  lie  over  until  the  Committee  on>a™ 
Aflfairs  should  have  reported  upon  it,  that  course 
would  have  suited  me^  and  I  think  would  0^"^^ 
have  comported  with  the  fitness  of  ^^^'^  *^T, 
sion.  But,  since  other  Senators  have  ^"°"^^ 
proper  to  defend  their  positions,  tlicre  can  be  tw 
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impropriety  in  my  saying  a  few  words  in  refer- 
cncfi  to  this  subject. 

No  more  delicate  or  difficult  question  is  coming 
before  the  Senate  than  the  one  w  hich  we  aro  now 
considering.  We  have  already  heard  complaints 
of  the  law  under  which  the  action  of  the  naval 
retiring  board  took  place,  and  Senators,  in  their 
l^aces,  have  apologized  for  having  voted  for  it. . 
Some  have  itiiiraatcd  that  they  voted  without 
proper  reflection,  and  that  no  proper  opportunity 
was  ffiven  for  consideration.  I  vot^  tor  the  law, 
aod  fhave  no  such  ex-cuscs  or  apologies  to  ren- 
der. I  voted  for  the  law  because  officers  of  the 
Kavy  of  every  grade  besought  me,  and  besought 
me  most  earnestly,  to  vote  for  it;  and  my  expe- 
rience, I  dare  say,  was  the  experience  of  almost 
every  Senator  on  this  floor.  Pending  ith  consid- 
eration, officers  of  every  ^ade,  from  commo- 
dore down  to  an  acting  midshipman,  bcsouj^ht 
their  friends  here— at  least  I  was  so  besought — 
to  give  it  their  support.  I  was  reluctant  to  do 
80,  because  1  apprehended  thnt*difficulties  would 
grow  out  of  the  execution  of  the  law.  Whcte 
Uiere  was  so  much  unanimity  in  favor  of  the  meas- 
ure, I  could  but  foresee  that  there  was  no  one  on 
the  whole  Navy  list  who  expected  to  be  dropped 
or  retired.  Every  officer,  from  the  lowest  to  the 
highest,  was  looking  for  promotion.  I  foresaw 
that  when  some  were  dropped,  and  some  fur- 
lou«jhed,and  some  retired,  dissatisfaction  would 
Bpnng  up,  and  that  the  officers  thus  dealt  with ,  by 
themselves  and  through  their  friends,  would  come 
here  and  complain  of  having  been  harshly  treated. 

For  these  reasons  I  was  reluctant  to  vote  for 
the  bill  which  was  passed  into  a  law  establishing 
tJie  naval  board.  I  voted  for  it,  however,  at  the 
earnest  and  unanimous  solicitation  of  officers  of 
thf'Nary.  So  far  as  my  intercourse  with  them 
extendca,  no  officer  of  the  Navy,  of  any  g^ade, 
CTer  intimated  to  me,  in  the  slightest  possible  de- 
gree, that  the  law  ought  notto  be  passed.  I  have 
DO  reproaches  to  enter  against  myself  or  others 
for  having  sustained  the  law.  As  to  the  manner 
of  its  execution,  that  is  another  question. 

I  am  not  here,  sir,  to  icnsure  the  naval  board 
indiscriminately,  and  upon  the  complaint  of  every 
man  who  chances  to  have  been  dismissed,  retired, 
orfurloughed,  and  especially  when  we  have  not 
heard  a  solitary  word  from  the  board  itself;  and 
I  confess  that  I  am  getting  somewhat  impatient 
when  I  see  your  table  morning  after  morning 
frowded  with  complaints,  reflecting  more  or  less 
upon  a  board  composed,  in  my  opinion,  of  as 
honorable  men  as  the  country  or  tne  world  has 
eter  pfbduccd.  They  may  have  made  mistakes — 
doubtless  they  have;  but  hear  before  you  strike. 
1^1  yoar  own  committee  investigate  the  question, 
•lid  make  its  report;  and  upon  tnat  report  let  the 
judgment  of  the  Senate  be  pronounced. 

A  few  words,  now,  as  to  the  condition  of  the 
^e«tion  as  it  stands.  The  law,  according  to  my 
jud^ent,  has  been  executed.  Gentlemen  speat 
of  repealing  the  law.  Well,  sir,  suppose  the 
effecli  of  its  execution  were  even  ten  times  worse 
than  they  are  alleged  to  be,  how  much  difficulty 
would  you  relieve  by  repealing  the  ^w  ?  Certain 
gentJemea  have  b^en  dismissed  from  the  naval 
•errice;  the  President  has  stricken  their  names 
fronf  the  rolls;  they  arc  out  of  the  Navy.  Sup- 
pose you  were  to  repeal  the  law,  will  you  thereby 
wstore  such  men  to  commissions  ?  Unquestion- 
ably not.  •Suppose  you  repeal  the  law  in  refer- 
ence to  those  who  hate  been  f\irloughed ;  what 
will  be  the  consequence  of  that }  They  have  been 
furioughed  in  obedience  to  an  act  of  Congress, 
ftfyi  the  repeal  of  the  law  will  not  take  them  off 
the  furlough  list  and  put  them  into  active  service. 
Con|Te»s  has  no  right  to  pass  any  law  appoint- 
wg  A,  B,  or  C  to  office  ?  Gentlemen  who  have 
wen  stricken  from  the  rolls  are  out  of  the  service, 
***dif  you  sit  here  and '  legislate  till  doomsday, 
you  coukl  not,  in  my  opinion, legislate  them  into 
i^c  service.  This  is  no  new  question;  it  has 
•Iready  been  decided.  If  Congress  had  had  the 
power  of  appointing  men  to  oflfce,  it  would  have 
'oade  a  provision  declaring  that  General  Scott 
Mould  be  Lieutenant  General.  But  you  had  no 
«Qch  power.  It  was  conceded  on  all  hands  that 
you  Had  no  such  power.  It  was  also  conceded 
hy  everybody  that  you  had  no  power  to  pass  a 
Ijw  requiring  the  President  to  nominate  General 
^tt  as  Lieutenant  (Jeneral.  You  only  had  the 
power  to  pass  a  bill  creating  that  rank,  and  then 
wc  Prcsideht,  in  the  exercise  of  his  duties  as 


Executive  <5f  the  United  States  could  nominate 
him  if  he  chose,  and  the  Senate  confirm  him  if  it 
chose.  You  have  no  right  to  legislate  back  again 
into  office  the  gentlemen  who  have  been  dismissed 
from  the  Navy.  Whether  their  dismission  was 
rightful  or  wrongful,  is  not  the  question.  The 
question  is  one  of  constitutional  power. 

1  hold  that  all  these  appeals  to  Congress  to 
legislate  gentlena^en  out  of  aifficulties  into  which 
they  have,  in  some  cases,  been  legislated  at  their 
own  solicitation,  are  out  of  place.  I  shall  be 
very  glad  to  contribute  whatever  may  be  in  my 
power  to  reUeve  those  who  have  suflered*  injus- 
tice. If  any  man  has  been  unjustly  dismissed 
from  the  sei-vice,  I  am  willing  to  hoar  his  peti- 
tion and  to  consider  his  case;  I  am  willing  to 
extend  to  him  all  the  relief  that  is  in  my  power; 
but  we  cannot  ignore  the  question  as  to  the  ex- 
tent of  our  power.  What  have  wc  the  right  to 
do  in  reference  to  the  case  as  it  is  now  presented? 
— that  is  the  question.  Admit,  if  you  please,  that 
injustice  has  been  done — that  all  these  complaints 
are  well  founded.  What  can  you  do?  Some  one 
says,  *'  repeal  the  law."  Very  well,  suppose  you 
do;  does  that  restore  the  dismissed  officers?  You 
might  as  well  talk  of  restoring  a  man  to  life  by 
repealing  the  law  under  which  no  was  exccutea ! 
The  law  is  executed,  and  is  a  dead  letter  on  the 
statute-book — as  dead  as  an  Egyptian  mummy; 
and  the  officers  dismissed  are  as  far  out  of  the 
service  as  if  they  had  never  been  in  it.  What 
can  you  do?    I  reciir  to  that  question. 

It  seems  to  me,  with  all  due  deference  to  the 
judgment  of  other  gentlemen,  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  himself,  iivhis  report,  has  intimated 
a  step  in  the  right  direction.  Without  undertak- 
ing to  state  precisely  what  he  means  or  what  is 
his  plan,  I  may  venture  to  suggest  that  it  may  be 
this:  that  whenever  vacancies  occur  in  the  ser- 
vice by  death,  resignation,  dismissal,  or  other- 
wise, they  shall  be  open  to  be  filled  by  the  nom- 
ination of  gentlemen  who  have  been  dismissed 
improperly  from  the  service  in  consequence  of 
the  action  of  the  late  board.  For  example:  if  B, 
on  the  active  list,  shall  resign,  or  die,  or  be  dis- 
missed, then  A,  who  has  been  improperly  dis- 
missed under  the  operation  of  this  law,  may  bo 
nominated  by  the  President  to  take  the  place,  and 
thus  be  restored  to  his  rightful  position  in  the 
service — a  position  from  which  it  will  thus  have 
been  admitted  he  was  improperly  discharged. 
Unless  wc  approach  the  question  in  some  such 
form  as  that,  1  am  at  a  loss  to  s^e  what  we  can  do. 

Even  admitting  that  all  the  complaints  which 
naval  officers  make,  and  all  that  arc  made  by  their 
friends  on  this  floor,  be  true,  you  have  no  power 
•to  compel  the  President  to  nominate  any  one  of 
the  dismissed  officers  to  the  Senate-.  If  you  un- 
dertake to  suggest  to  him  that  he  ought  to  do  it, 
and  especially  if  you  undertake  to  direct  him  to 
do  it,  he  would  probably  take  the  bit  in  his  mouth, 
as  I  am  sure  he  ought  to  do,  and  refuse  to  do  it. 
But,  unless  he  does  nominate  these  men  in  the 
mode  I  have  suggested,  how  are  you  to  get  them 
back  into  the  service  ?  According  to  my  under- 
standing of  the  law,  there  is  but  one  way  of  re- 
storing them  to  the  service,  and  that  by  a  nom- 
ination from  the  President  and  confirmation  by 
the  Senate. 

I  shall  not  go  into  a  discu^siori  of  cases  of  in- 
dividual merit  or  demerit;  but  I  should  do  injus- 
tice to  myself  if  I  did  not  say  that  I  think  the 
Senator  from  Florida,  [Mr.  Mallort,]  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  has 
taken  the  true  position,  so  far  as  the  individual 
case  presented  by  the  distinguished  Senator  from 
Tennessee  is  concerned.  I  am  sure  I  should  be 
as  slow  as  any  ^Senator  or  as  any  citiaen  of  thf 
Republic  to  deny  to  Lieutenant  Maury  any  honor 
which  is  his.  That  he  has  contributed  largely  to 
science,  that  he  has  reflected  credit  upon  our 
common  country,  I  am  as  ready  to  admit  as  any 
one  here  or  elsewhere,  and  T  am  as  proud  as  any 
Senator  that  it  is  so;  but  when  you  passed  this 
law,  what  did  you  mean  ?  I  take  it  for  granted 
you  meant  what  you  said — that  you  were  passing 
a  law  to  promote  the  efficiency  oC  the  Navy.  Is 
the  efficiency  of  the  Navy  to  be  promoted  t)y 
having  one  man  on  shore  for  half  a  life -time, 
pursuing  scientific  studies,  and  at  the  same  time 
remaining  in  the  line  of  promotion  in  the  Nrfvy, 
while  another  of  equal  grade  is  encountering  the 
dangers  of  the  Atlantic  ocean,  or  the  diseases  in- 
!  cident  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  or  is  doubling  the 
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Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  is  penetrating  the  icy 
northern  seas?  Is  the  man  who  happens  to  be 
next  to  Lieutenant  Maury  on  the  list  to  be  kept 
back  through  all  after  time  from  that  promotion 
to  which  his  sea  service  justly  entitles  him,  be- 
cause Lieutenant  Maury  happens  to  be  distin- 
guished in  scientific  pursuits,  but  who  happens 
also  to  have  no  particular  distinction  as  a  seafar- 
ing man  ? 

I  understood,  most  distinctly  and  particularly, 
when  I  voted  for  the  law,  that  we  were  to  do 
sometliing  which  was  to  encourage  our  naval 
officers  to  pursue  their  profession  in  its  fair,  legit- 
imate line — something  which  was  to  give  them 
hope  of  promotion  if  they  fairly  won  a  title  to 
promotion  in  the  proper  discharge  of  their  pro- 
fessional duties.  \  did  expect  that  those  who 
had  for  a  long  series  of  years  remained  on  shora 
in  scientific  or  other  pursuits,  however  honorable 
they  might  be,  woula  be  removed  out  of  the  way, 
so  that  tliose  who-  were  in  the  active  pursuit  of 
their  profession  might  have  an  opportunity  of 
rising  in  proportion  to  the  service  they  hod  ren- 
dered. 1  am  not,  therefore,  disappointed  that 
Lieutenant  Maury  has  been  placed  upon  the  re- 
served list  with  full  pay.  His  position  gives  him 
an  opportunity  to  pursue  his  scientific  studies  to 
his  heurt*s  content.  He  can  add  to  that  immenso 
reputation  which  he  already  has,  and  which  I  ani 
as  proud  as  any  other  American  to  feel  is  yet  a 
growing  reputation;  and  he  will  no  longer  stand 
m  the  way  of  the  promotion  of  those  who  are  en- 
gaged in  active  sea-life.  When  I  voted  for  tha 
law,  I  anticipated  just  that  sort  of  result,  and  I 
feel  some  surprise  that  Lieutenant  Maury  should 
desire,  without  encountering  any  of  the  risk^or 
hardships  of  the  sea,  to  stand  in  the  way  of  those 
who  do.  If  he  takes  the  honors  of  civil  hfe,  let 
the  mariners  have  those  that  belongf  to  the  sea. 

Nor  am  I  more  disappointed  in  the  case  of  Com- 
modore Stewart.  I  know  the  history  of  the  gal- 
lant old  Commodore,  and  as  an  American  I  am 
proud  of  it.  I  am  proud  of  all  his  naval  achieve- 
ments, and  of  his  glorious  services;  but  I  did 
anticipate  that  a  man  of  his  great  age  would  be 
removed  from  active  service,  and  honorably  re- 
tired. Sir,  gentlemen*  must  excuse  me  when  I 
say  it.  The  idea  never  -crossed  my  mind  that 
retiring  these  gentlemen  was  the  slightest  possi- 
ble reflection  upon  their  honor.  If  l^coulu  sup- 
pose that  placing  Commodore  Stewart  upon  tho 
resi-rved  list  was  a  reflection  upon  his  professional, 
or  upon  his  private  character,  I  would  be  as  ready 
to  di'uounce  the  proceeding  as  any  other  man; 
but  I  have  never  so  regarded  it,  and  do  not  so 
regard  it  now.  Commodore  Stewart  has  been 
almost  literally  worn  out  in  the  service^ of  his 
couHtry,  and  does  it  follow  that  he  is  dishonored 
because  his  country  prefers  the  services  of  a 
youngor  and  more  active  man?  'I  know  that 
the  old  Commodore  has  the  true  ring  of  the  metal 
in  him.  I  know  iliat  he  is  true  game.  He  does  not 
appreciate  the  idea  that  he  has  grown  old,  and  that 
his  position  at  the  head  of  the  Navy  may,  in  the 
judgment  of  younger  men  than  himself,  impair 
the  efficiency  of  the  service;  but  it  is  for  that 
reason  alone — because  he  has  been  literally  worn 
out  in  the  service  of  his  country— that  he  has 
been  honorably  retired.  No  refiection  on  his 
honor  was  contemplated;  no  indignity  was  in- 
tended. No  man  living  regards  him  as  less  hon- 
ored by  his  country  or  his  countrymen  to-day 
than  he  was  this  day  twelve  months  ago.  This 
proceeding  cannot,  by  any  possibility,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  men  of  this  oav,  or  in  the  jud'r- 
mcnt  of  posterity,  reflect  the  Kllghtest  discreait 
upon  Commodore  Stewart.  The  same^may  be 
said  of  Lieutenant  Maury,  and  of  other  gentle- 
men. 

A  great  deal  has  been  said  in  the  Senate  and 
out  of  it  about  this  having  been  a  secret  and  in- 

?uisituriul  proceeding.  Mr.  President,  you  and 
are  opposed  to  secret  meetings  of  all  kinds; 
you  and  I  prefer  open  fair  dealing;  but  I  can  see — 
and  I  think  if  other  gentlemen  would  look  at  this 
thing  calmly  they  would  see — many  reasons 
why  this  investigation  ought  to  have  been  secret. 
While  maw  gentlemen  preiVr,  that  whatever  in- 
vestigation occurred  in  regard  to  them  should  be 
open,  there  may  be,  there  doubtless  are,  many 
others  who  would  preftr  that  tin?  investigation 
should  not  be  quite  so  public;  and  as  neiilier  tho 
public  interest,  nor  any  other  interest,  was  to 
be  subserved  in  any  high  degree  by  an  open 
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proceeding,  it  was  better  to  have  it  secret,  than 
to  wound  the  sensibilities  of  those  who  did  not 
choose  to  have  their  private  affairs  publicly  ili- 
vestigated.  If  (he  public  opinion  were  directed 
in  the  proper  course,  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
sound  judgment  of  the  country  would  be,  that, 
in  the  absence  of  all  evidence  to  the  contrary i  it 
must  be  assumed  that  none  were  dismissea  for 
dishonorable  conduct,  or  for  conduct  which  was 
disreputable  as  gentlemen.  I  am  not  willing  to 
investigate  the  causes  of  every  man's  dismissal. 
I  will,  inquire  into  no  man's  private  conduct, 
vitho«t  I  am  bidden;  but  I  give  notice  to  all  the 
world,  that  if  officers  of  the  Navy,  or  others, 
come  here  and  demand  investigation,  I  will  give 
it  to  them;  and  if  they  find  transactions  paraded 
before  the  world  that  had  better  slept  in  secret, 
it  is  their  fault,  not  mine. 

I  am  willing  to  believe  that  no  man  has  been 
dismissed  the  service  for  base  conduct  of  any 
kind. 

Why  assume,  under  the  language  of  the  law,  that 
any  man  has  been  dismissed  for  dishonorable  con- 
duct? There  are  many  other  reasons  pointed  out 
in  the  law  for  which  he  may  have  been  dismissed 
or  retired.  Why  not  assume  that  he  was  dis- 
missed or  retirea  for  some  one  of  these  ?  Age  is 
one;  infirmity  another;  incapacity,  not  brought 
upon  himself  by  bad  condact,  another;  none  of 
these  are  dishonorable — incapacity  arising  from , 
the  want  of  an  earnest  pursuit  of  his  profession, 
as  another  cause  for  retiring  or  dismissing  officers. 
Retiring,  or  even  dismissing  for  such  a  cause, 
would  convey  no  reflection  upon  his  personal 
honor,  but  it  would  simply  show  that  the  officer 
did  not  like  his  profession,  and  therefore  had  not 
pursued  it  with  the  eagerness  necessary  to  the 
Jiighest  degree  of  efficiency.  When  you  can  find 
BO  many  reasons  in  the  law  itself  why  officers 
should  be  retired,  or  furloughed,or  dismissed  the 
service*  entirely,  that  reflect  no  discredit  on  them, 
it  is  passing  strange  to  see  it  assumed  that  all 
\  who  are  displaced  are  thereby  dishonored.  For 
myself,  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  believe  that  those 
wno  have  been  dismissed  from  the  service  are,  in 
all  the  relations  of  private  life ,  quite  as  honorable 
now  as  they  were  when  they  occupied  positions 
on  the  active  service  list.  1  am  so,  because  I  can 
see  a  hundred  reasons  fairly  dediicible  fVom  the 
law  itself  why  they  ought  to  have  been'dismissed, 
which  do  not  reflect  at  all  upon  their  honor  as 
gentlemen.  I  am  therefore  slow  to  take  the  view 
of  this  case  which  other  gentlemen  have  taken, 
.  that  those  who  have  been  dismissed,  retired,  and 
furloughed,  have  been  in  some  degree  dishonored. 
The  proceeding  was  private,  and  it  is  therefore 
assumed  that  reflections  on  private  character  were 
cast  or  meditated — verily,  tiie  wicked  flee  when 
no  man  pursues.  The  man  who  is  strong  in  his 
own  conscious  rectitude  ought  not  to  be  so  eaifily 
alarmed  as  to  the  judgment  that  others  may  pro- 
nounce upon  him. 

But  I  aid  not  rise  to  discuss  this  question  at 
any  considerable  length.  I  think  this  matter  can 
be  so  arranged  as  to  carry  out  tlie  objects  of  the 
law,  in  promoting  the  efficiency  of  the  Navy,  and 
at  the  same  time  ^uard  the  innocent  and  merito- 
rious a^nst  all  injustice.  This  may  be  done, 
as  I  intimated  before,  by  the  Executive  declining 
•, to  fill  vacancies  in  the  service  by  regular  promo- 
tion, and  leaving  them  open  to  be  filled  by  the 
nomination  and  confirmation  of  such  dismissed 
officers  OS  have  been  improperly  dealt  by.  This 
may  be  done.  If  the  Senate  acts  in  concert  with 
the  Executive,  h  feel  assured  this  will  be  done. 
If  any  gentleman  can  miggest  a  better  remedy,  I 
shall  oe  glad  to  hear  it.  The  plan  commends  it- 
self to  me  in  this,  that  all  who  get  back  Vill  do 
so  on  their  merits,  and  not  under  the  smoke  cre- 
ated by  a  general  emexUe  raised  against  the 
law. 

I  am  not  going  to  vote  to  put  things  back  to 
where  they  were  before  the  law  passed.     We 
^    have  no  power  to  do  that,  and  I  would  not  do  it 
if  I  coula. 

After  Sixteen  or  seventeen  yeara'  constant 
complaints  from  naval  officers  of  every  grade, 
that  there  was  inefficiency  in  the  service;  and 
after  Congress  and  the  Executive  hav#united  in 
declaring  that  the  Navy  did  need  reformation,  I 
am  not  now  going  to  stultify  myself  by  pro- 
claiming on  the  record  that  no  reform  was  ever 
necessary,  and  that  I  will  therefore  undo  all  that 
has  been  done,  and  go  back  to  Uie  beginning.    I 


am  wiUing  to  give  relief  as  far  as  I  can  whenever 
justice  demands  it,  but  I  want  it  understood  that 
every  case  must  stand  on  its  own  merits.  This 
general  outcry  against  the  naval  board  will  not 
move  me  one  jot  one  way  or  the  other. 

If  errors  have  been  committed,  as  doubtless 
they  have  been,  I  will  do  whatever  is  in  my 
power  to  repair  them.  If  any  man  has  been  un- 
justly dismissed,  I  will  do  anything  in  my  power 
to  restore  him  to  his  proper  position;  but  I  will 
not,  at  one  move,  restore  to  the  Navy,  by  my 
vote,  all  the  materiel  that  has  been  oast  out  of  it, 
good,  bad,  and  indifferent. 

Naval  officers  may  have  persuaded  me  into  an 
error;  they  may  have  persuaded  me  to  believe 
that  there  was  inefficiency  in  the  service  when 
there  was  really  none;  but  I  listened  to  their  com- 
plaints, and  brought  my  mind  to  the  conclusion 
that  there  was  inefficiency,  and  that  pruning  and 
lopping  off  were  necessary.  I  listenod  to  the 
various  and  successive  heads  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, and  heard  the  same  story.  The  whole 
country  became  full  of  that  complaint.  There 
was  a  universal  belief  that  refonn  in  the  Navy  was 
necessary.  .You  have- had  the  reform,  and  now 
you  have  as  universal  complaint  against  it.  If 
we  believed  all  that  we  hear  in  this  Chamber  we 
should  be  brought  to  the  opinion  that  there  was 
not  a  solitary  man  in  the  Navy  who  was  not  per- 
fectly efficient,  afloat  and  ashore,  and  that,  there- 
fore, nothing  in  the  way  of  reform  was  necessary. 
I  do  not  believe  that  story,  and  I  do  not  mean  to 
vote  as  if  I  believed  it. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  Mr.  President,  if  I  were  to 
be  silent  under  the  present  circumstances,  I 
should  do  injustice  to  friends  who  have  commit- 
ted their  memorials  and  petitions  to  me.  I  pre- 
sented some  ofthemthismorning,  which  ought  to 
have  been  presented  before  this  time.  The  reason 
why  I  delayed  their  presentation  has  already 
been  stated  to  the  Senate.  I  am  sorry  that  we 
are  precipitated  into  a  discussion  without  having 
the  necessary  information  upon  which  to  form  a 
responsible  opinion.  *  Two  or  three  gentlemen 
have  been  selected,  and  their  cases  have  been 
prominently  presented  to  the  Senate.  Allow  me- 
to  say  that  there  are  other  cases  of  hardship;  and 
we  should  be  careful  when  we  are  dealing  with  a 
class  of  men  who  think  they  have  suffered  from 
a  jurisdiction  which  is  dangerous  in  any  point  of 
view.  I  express  that  opinion  without  regard  to 
the  fact  whether  I  voted  for  the  law  or  not;  and  I 
say  here  now,  it  is  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of 
the  a^,  it  is' certainly  inconsistent  with  the  great 
principles  of  Magna  Cliarta  and  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  tliat  any  officer  shall  be  im- 
peached upon  rumor. 

Now,  sir,  so  far  as  regards  the  jurisdiction  which 
has  been  conferred  on  the  naval  board,  I  am  not 
induced  to  arraign  them,  because  I  think  it  very 
probable  that  they  have  endeavored  in  good  faith 
to  confine  themselves  within  its  scope;  but  sup- 
pose it  should  turn  out,  upon  a  fair  inquiry,  that 
they  have  gone  beyond  the  limits  of  tneir  juris- 
diction, or  that,  in  pursuing  the  course  marked 
out  for  them  within  their  jurisdiction,  they  have 
disregarded  the  common  dictates  of  justice, — is 
there  no  redress?  I  say  that  in  regard  to  any 
board,  whether  with  open  doors  or  with  closed 
doors,  I  would  invoke  the  spirit  of  tlie  divine 
remark,  "  Doth  our  law  judge  any  man  before  it 
hear  him  and  know  what  he  doeth?** 

Sir,  I  speak  with  great  delicacy  on  tliis  subject, 
because  1  know  the  president  or  tliis  board,  who 
is  a  respectable,  intelligent,  and  honorallle  con- 
stituent of  mine,  and  I  believe  that  he  would  cut 
off  his  right  arm  sooner  than  do  willful  injustice. 
I  have  no  right  to  say  how  he  vot,ed  or  how  any 
member  of  the  board  voted.  I  had  otlier  friends 
on  that  board,  and  I  would  be  the  last  man  to 
substitute  by  conjecture  what  ought  to  be  brouja^ht 
before  us  by  evidence.  We  are  here  arraigning 
them  as  we  allege  they  have  arraigned  differeht 
officers,  without  proper  information.  I  am  not 
one  o|[  those  who  are  disposed  to  do  so;  and  I  rose 
now  simply  to  say  that  if,  upon  investigation,  1 
find  that  this  board,  acting  under  a  derivative  au- 
thofky,  have  violated  that  authority,  or  have  dis- 
regarded the  jurisdiction  conferred  on  them,  I  can 
maintain,  as  a  lawyer,  before  this  body,  that  their 
proceedings  are  void. 

I  do  not  know  how  I  voted  upon  the  bill  to 
establish  this  board,  nor  does  tliat  make  any 
difference.    I  presented  some  petitions  this  morn- 


ing on  tlie  subject.     One  of  the  gentlemen  whose 
petitions  I  presented  thinks  injustice  has  been 
done  to  him,  and  that  if  he  had  been  iric-d  by  a 
court-martial,  the  sentence  would  not  have  been 
so  consuming  as  it  is,  when  he  has  been  Indicttd, 
convicted,  and  removed  on  rumor.    He  is  will- 
ing  to  have  an  investigation.    Here  pcnnii  we 
to  remark  to  those  who  would  avoid  su3f>iciop, 
let  them  avoid  the  public  view;  but  if  they  are 
willing  to  encounter  the  fires  of  an  ordeal  where 
justice  shall  preside,  give  them  an  opportunity, 
m  God's  name,  to  do  so.     I  do  not  DolicTethai 
in  England  or  in  Russia  any  board  would  have 
assumed  a  jurisdiction  of  this  kind,  unless  it  had 
been  conferred  upon  them;  and  if  it  has  b^en  con- 
ferred  on    them,  and   they  have  construed  it 
into  an  {unplitude  of  power  which  was  aoi  in- 
tended, I  would  restrict  them  as  for  as  jwssibk. 
1  would  say,  if  they  have  not  pursued  the  power 
which  legitimately  belonged  to  them,  their  pro- 
ceedings are  void.     I  do  not  undertake  to  say 
that  will  be  my  opinion,  for  as  a  Senator  of  the 
United  States  I  snail  not  undertake  to  give  an 
opinion  without  investigation.    I  know  it  has 
been  said  that  mei^y  to  the  individual  is  justice 
to  the  public,  but  because  a  sentence  comes  with 
the  high  authority  of  a  board  of  this  Jurisdiction 
it  does  not  deprive  it  6f  its  fbrce.    Like  the  dag- 
ger that  is  encircled  with  flowers,  it  cuts  aa 
sharnly  as  if  it  were  naked. 

I  nave  formed  no  jud^nent  on  this  question. 
If  on  investigation  I  shall  find  that  the  law  has 
been  executed  in  good  faitli,  whilst  I  would  drop 
a  tear  upon  the  decision,  and  whilst  I  would 
mourn  that  my  country  has  indulg^cd  itself  in  a 
proceeding  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of  the  age 
and  the  Constitution  under  which  I  live,  I  shall 
abide  by  it.  I  am  sorry  that  this  discussion  hw 
arisen.  I  was  not  prepared  for  it.  I  think  we 
have  been  precipitated  into  the  discussion  with- 
out our  having  the  information  necessary  for  us 
to  form  any  adequate  judgment  upon  the  subject. 
There  are  other  persons  besides  Lieutenant  Mau- 
ry— men  who  have  served  their  country  well  and 
faithfully,  and  have  bqpn  dismissed  without  a 
trial,  or  at  least  without  a  hearing. 

The  Senator  from  Mississippi  has  said  that  it 
was  no  objection  to  this  board  that  its  proceed- 
ings were  secret.  Is  it  possible  that  there  could 
be  objection  to  allowing  them  to  serve  a  notice 
upon  an  individual  whose  sentence  they  were  to 
pronounce  ?  Would  it  be  objectionable  to  ^w 
nim  notice  of  the  charges  that  were  made  against 
him,  and  take  him  into  private  consultation  and 
examine  them.*-  I  do  not  agree  with  those  who 
would  contend  that  such  a  naval  board  or  court- 
martial  shohld  be  conducted  apertis  foribus  alto- 
gether; but  I  do  say  that,  wherever  rumor  has 
reached  and  degraded  a  man,  he  has  a  right  to 
complain  of  the  tribunals  of  his  country  by  which 
it  has  been  done. 

The  condition  of  my  voice  will  not  allow  tn« 
to  proceed  funher.  I  am  sorry  that  I  have  said 
thus  much.  I  can  assure  the  Senate  that  I  have 
formed  no  judgment  on  the  subject;  for,  in  at- 
tempting to  do  justice  to  the  individuals  who 
have  committed  their  cases  to  me,  I  will  not  do 
injustice  to  the  board,  because  I  believe  there  were 
as  honorable  men  on  it  as  ever  graced  the  history 
of  any  country. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Mr.  President,  my  own 
opinion  concurring  with  that  of  severa^Senators 
to  whom  I  have  spoken  oH  the  subject,  is,  that 
this  debate  is  entirely  out  of  order.  It  has  arisen 
on  the  presentation  of  d  petition,  without  any 
proposition  whatever  being  before  the  Senate- 
Tlie  debate  has  already  been  lengthened  consid- 
erably.^ The  same  subject  has  before  occupied 
us  for  several  days,  ana  we  are,  I  think,  as  near 
a  conclusion  upon  it  at  the  present  time  as  vc 
ever  shall  be  in  its  present  attitude.  Ccrtflinly» 
^o  far  as  the  debate  of  to-day  is  cdncemed,ithas 
been  an  invasion  upon  other  business.  It  is  '"|" 
possible  for  genilemen  to  present  petitions  with 
which  they  are  chained,  while  a  aebate  of  thtf 
nature  is  ^oing  on.  I  tliink  the  Senate  is  not  dis- 
posed to  indul^  it  longer  to-day,  and  for  the 
sakex)f  expediting^  the  public  business— busine^ 
of  a  pressing  and  important  nature — I  move  that 
the  Senate  now  proceed  to  executive  session. 

The  motion  was  agi-eed  to;  and  after  somi 
time  spent  in  executive  session,  the  doors  w^re 
reopened,  and  tlie  Senate  adjourned  to  Tnurs- 
day. 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
MoMDAT,  January  21,  18o6. 
The  Housp  was  called  to  order  by  the  Clerk  at 
tvelve  o'clock,  m. 
Tlie  Journal  of  SatunJiy  was  read  and  approved. 

CALL  «F  THE  HOUSE. 
Mr.  WALKER.     I  move  that  there  be  a  call 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  PHELPS.    On  that  motion  I  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 
The  Question  was  taken;  and  there  were — yeas 
77,  nays  109;  as  follows: 
YEAj? — Messrs.  Aikon,  Allen,  Banks,  Barksdale,  Dell, 


EUiotf,  Ethehdgc,  Eui^tim,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Hrnr>'  M. 
Fuller,  Tbomofi  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode,  Kjanips»4Ni  W.  Ilatris, 
Harrison.  Haven,  Herbert.  Hickman,  Hudinan,  Hou»tun, 
J<n  t-u,  Georff'.'  W.  Jones,  J.  Glnncv  Jones*,  Kelly,  Kennett, 
KidwHI,  Lakf ,  Letcher,  Lindley,  Lunipkui,  Alexander  K. 
Marshall,  McMuUin,  McQ,ueen,  Million,  Molt.  Mordecai 
Oliver,  Paine,  Peck,  Phelps,  Powell,  Uuitmnn,  luchard^ion, 
Buffin,  Ku^t,  Savake,  Scott,  William  R.  Smith.  Bneed, 
Stewart,  Talbott,  Taylor,  Trippe,  UnderwooU,  Valk, 
Walker,  Warner,  Winalow,  Daniel  B.  W^rigbt,  and  John 
V.  Wri«ht— 77. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Albright,  Allison,  Barbour,  Henry  Ben- 
nett, Benson,  Billinghun«t,  Bingham,  Bichop,  Bliss,  Brad- 
ihaw,  Brenton,  Broom,  Bufiinston,  Burlin|zame,  Lewis  D. 
Camfibell,  Chaffee,  Clawson,  CUnginan,  Williamson R.  W. 
Cobb,  Colt'ax^  Comins,Covode,Cragin,Cumback,  IHunrell, 
Timothy  Davis,  Day,  Doon,  De  Wilt,  Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd, 
DuHee,  £die,  Emrie.  English,  Foster,  Giddings,  Gilbert, 
Grauirer,  Greenwood,  Grow,  Harlan,  Thomas  L.  Harris, 
Uullnwaf ,  Thomas  R.  Horton,  Valentine  B.  Horton^  How- 
aM,  UuglwtOQ,  Kelsev,  King,  Knapp,  Knislit,  Kuowlton, 
Knox,  loiter,  Mace,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Hamuel  S/Miu'- 
iball,  Matteson,  Maxwell,  McCarty,  MeacllBh,  Killlan 
ftfUler,  Morfan,  Morrill,  Nichols,  Norton,  Parker,  Pearce, 
Prlton,  Penmnffton,  Pettit,  Pike,  Pringle,  Purviance,  Reade, 
Rea4^-,  Ritchie,  Bobbins,  sabtn,  Sapp,  Sherman,  Sunmons, 
Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  Smith,  Spinner,  Stanton,  Ste- 
pbens,  Stranahan,  Swope,  Tappan,  Thorington,  Thurston, 
Todd,  TraAon,  Wade,  Walbndge,  Waldron,  Tadwalader 
C.  Wathburoe,  Ellihu  B.  Washbume,  Israel  Washburn, 
Wttkins,  Watson,  Welis,  Whitney,  Wood,  WoodrulT,  and 
Wood  worth— 109. 

So  the  call  of  the  House  was  not  ordered. 
'  Pending' the  call, 

Mr.  FLORENCE  announced  that  his  colleague, 
Mr.  Caowalader,  had  paired  off  for  the  day  with 
Mr.  Pekkington. 

He  also  announced  that  he  had  been  requested 
to  state  that  Mr.  Andrew  Oliver  and  Mr.  Oi^ 
had  pdlred  oif  for  the  day.    • 

Mr.  MORGAN  announced  that  Mr.  Sage  ha^ 
paired  off  for  the  day  with  Mr.  Vail. 

Mr.  READY  announced  that  his  colleague,  Mr. 
Rivers,  had  requested  hiro  to  stale  that  he  had 
l>airvdu)ff  foe  the  day  with  Mr.  Robison. 

RESOLUTION  PROHIBITING  DEBATE. 

Mr.  BOYCE.  I  move  to  rescind  the  resolution 
vhich  l*.d  to  so  much  debate  the  other  day. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  hope  it  will  not  be  re- 
■cinded. 

The  resolution  was  reported,  as  follows: 

RcKhftd,  That  for  one  week,  unless  a  Speaker  is  sooner 
f-lfrvfd,  no  dcb:tte  on  any  subject  or  under  Uu"  f(»rm  of  jier- 
•»al  fxphmatiou  »hall  be  in  order;  but  any  member 
■U»fniptii»g  ti>  ^J^oak  shall  be  held  oni  of  order,  unless  the 
QiuuuiuoU'i  consent  shall  have  been  fu-st  had,  on  the  question 
bvuf  bttbmitted  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  BOYCE.  Is  it  in  order  to  move  now  to 
have  that  resolution  rescinded  ? 

The  CLERK.    That  motion  is  in  order. 

Mr.v60YCE.     Is  it  in  order  to  debate  it  ? 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  that  until  the 
^solution  be  rescinded,  debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  BOYCE.  Then  I  call  for  the  yeas  and 
Days  on  my  motion  to  rescind. 

The  Cleric  decided  that  th«  yeas>and  nays  were 
^01  ordered,  only  twenty-three  members  rising  in 
tlieir  seatsv 

Mr.  FLORENCE.    I  call  for  tellers  on  the 
]L*^s  and  nays. 
.   "Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs  Florence 
*^<l  Hi70HST0N  weiib  appointed. 

Tlic  House  was  divided;  and  the  tellers  re- 
Poned— ayes  27,  noes  1U8. 
^o  (one  fifth  of  a  quorum  having  voted  in  the 
*^nnativc)  the  yeas  and  nays  wore  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken; aud  there  were— yeas 
*^-  nays  133;  as  follows: 


g^,*^'M»n.  ftuwdell,  Edmundson,  Elliot,  Eustis,  Evans,  Faulk- 

jj   •*,  Pforcnce,  Thomas  J,  D.  Fuller,  Goode,  Sain^h^m  W. 

IT f^rii,  Thomas  L.  Harris,  Herbert,  J.Glancy  Jones,  Kid- 

^""^i  L«tclier,  l^uiDpkin,  Alexander  K.  Marshall,  Sauacl 


S.  Marshall.  Maxwell,  McMulUn,  McQueen,  Millson, 
Moore,  Mordecai  Olive/,  Paino,  Peck,  Powell,  Ready,  Rieh- 
ardhon,  Rufnn,  Rust,  Savage,  Samuel  A.  Sjiiiih,  W  illiam 
Smith,  Sneed,  Siewart,  Talbott,  Taylor,  Trippe.  Walker, 
Watkms,  Winslow,  Darnel  B.  Wright,  and  John  v.  Wright 

NAYS — Messrs.  Albright,  Allison,  Bank^,  Barbour,  Bar- 
clay, Bell,  Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  Hillinghurst,  Bingham, 
Bi£.hop,  Bliss,  Bradshaw,  Brenton,  Broom,  Buffin^^on,  Bur- 
lin^me,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Chatfee,Clawson,Chugman, 
Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Colfax,  Coiiihis, 
Covode,  Cragin,  Cumback,  Damrell,  Henry  Winter  Davis, 
Tunothy  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  De  Win,  Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd, 
Dunn,  Durfee,  Edie,  Edwards,  Emrie,  EnglLnh,  Ettieridge, 
Foster,  Giddint^s,  Gilbert,  Granger,  Greenwood,  Grow, 
Harlan,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Harrison,  Haven,  Hickman, 
Hoffman,  Hollowav,  Xhomas  R.  Horton,  Valentine  B. 
Horton,  Houston,  Howard,  Hughston,  Jewett,  George  W. 
Jones,  Kell^,  Kelsey,  Kennett.  King,  Knapp,  Knight, 
Knowltdii,  Knox,  Lake,  Leiter,  Lindley,  Mace,  Mattcson, 
McCarty,  Meacham,  Killitin  Miller,  Smith  Miller,  Morgan, 
Morrill,  Motl,  Nichols,  Norton,  Parker,  Pearce,  PeliJin, 
Pettit,  PheljH,  Pike,  Porter,  Pringle,  Purviance,  Ritchie, 
Robbins,  Sabin,  Saiididge,  Sapp,  Scott,  Shemtan,  Simmons, 
William  R.  Smith.  Spinner,  Stanton,  Stephens,  Slmnahan, 
Swope,  Tappan,  Thorington,  Thuniton,  Todd, TralYon,  Un- 
derwood, Valk,  Wade,  Wakeman,  W^albridge,  Waldron, 
Warner,  Cadwalad^  Cm  Washbume,  Ellihu  B.  Wash- 
bume, Israel  Waslibum,  Watson,  Welch,  Wells,  WTiitney, 
WilUams,  Wood,  Woodruff,  Woodwoith,and  ZoUicoffer— 
133. 

So  the  motion  to  rescind  the  resolution  was  not 
agreed  to. 

Pending  the  call, 

Mr.  WINSLOW  said:  I  am  desired  by  my 
colleague,  Mr.  Branch,  to  state  that  he  has 
paired  off  for  the  day  with  Mr.  Kunkel. 

Mr.  VAIL  ^on  his  name  being  called)  stat<^d 
thW  he  had  paired  oflf  forUic  day  with  Mr.  Sa^e. 
PROPOSITIONS  FOR  ORGANIZATION. 

Mr.  SAPP.    I  offer  the  following*  resolution:" 

Resolcedt  That  the  Clerk  of  the  House,  on  Saturday 
next,  if  Uie  House  shall  not  before  that  day  have  elected  a 
Speaker,  address  a  communication  to  each  of  tln^Govera- 
ors  of  Uie  several  States,  and  request  them  to  convene  the 
voters  of  the  various  congressional  districts,  at  their  re- 
spective voUng  places,  on  the  second  Monday  of  March 
next,  there  and  then  to  express,  by  ballot  or  vira  eoce,  as 
may  be  the  law  of  voting  in  the  several  States,  their  opin- 
ion on  the  action  of  tlieir  respective  Representatives,  as  to 
whether  they  approve  of  the  manner  tn  which  their  votes  had 
been  directed  to  elect  a  Speaker  of  this  House,  or  whether 
tliey  shall  not  hereafter  be  required  to  vote  for  a  plurahty 
rule,  for  the  purpose  of  cffecUng  an  organization. 

Resolved  JiirtieTf  That  in  oi^er  that  the  further  action 
of  the  Representauves  in  the  Thirty-FourtJi  Congress  may 
be  directed  so  as  to  reflect  tlie  latest  expressed  views  of 
their  constituents,  the  House  will,  wiUi  the  consent  of  the 
Senate,  on  Monday  next,  stand  a<Uoumed  till  the  flret  Mon- 
day in  May  next. 

Mr.  FAULKNER.  I  move  to  amend  the  prop- 
osition just  read,  by  striking  out  the  entire  reso- 
lution, and  inserting  the  following: 

Wliereas,  after  a  trial  of  near  seven  weeks,  this  House 
has,  from  a  fundamental  disagreement  of  opinion  as  to  the 
power*  and  ^lolicy  of  this  Government  amongst  the  Repre- 
sentaUves  o!  the  people  elected  to  the  Thirty-Fourth  Con- 
gress, found  itself  incapable  of  effecting  such  an  or^iiza- 
tion  as  qualities  it  to  dischar^  the  Ametions  which  the 
Constitution  has  devolved  upon  it  as  an  essential  branch  of 
the  legiMlative  power  of  tlie  country ;  and  which  disa^ee- 
ment  of  opinion,  founded  as  it  is  upon  principle,  will,  it  is 
just  to  presume,  prevent  any  organization  of  this  House  at 
a  future  period,  so  lon^  as  the  individuals  now  composing 
it  act  under  the  authonty  derived  from  the  elecUons  which 
have  returned  them  as  members  of  this  body ;  and  whereas, 
it  is  proper  awTl  in  accordance  with  the  tme  theory  of  our 
Government  that  the  powers  thus  provided  by  the  Consti- 
tution for  tlie  goneral  ^ood,  and  delegated  by  the  people, 
shall  not  be  held  by  their  agents Jn  abeyance,  but  shall, be 
exercised  for  the  pur]K>se  lor  which  Uiey  were  granted,  or 
surrendfred  to  tlie  people  of  t^e  sevttral  States,  tliat  they 
may  have  an  opporiiinity  of  reviewing  and  determining,  by 
the  selection  of  new  agents,  those  principles  of  constitu- 
tional power  and  national  fiolicy,  a  difference  in  regard  to 
which  now  so  unhappily  mars  Uic  hamiony  of  this  nation, 
and  obstructs  the  regular  action  of  tiie  Government ; 

ileto/rcrf.  That  each  member  of  tliis  House  will,  dn  Mon- 
day next,  if  a  Speaker  shall  u<»t  before  that  day  be  elected, 
prepare  and  deposit  with  t|ic  Clerk  a  sealed  paper,  indorsed 
with  his  name  and  contmning  the  resignaUon  of  his  seat  as 
a  member  of  the  Thirty- Fourth  Cousress ;  which  sealed 
letter  of  resignation,  when  delivered  by  every  member  of 
this  House,  o|;  by  such  number  as  will  in  good  faith  carry 
into  etfect  the  objtfct  of  this  resolution,  shall,  by  order  of 
tile  Hou!»e,  be  opened  by  the  Clerk,  and  publicly  read  from 
his  table,  and  shall  from  that  time  operate  to  vacate  his  seat 
as  a  mcinlier  of  this  House ;  and  it  sliall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Clerk  fortliwith  to  transmit  to  the  Governors  of  the  several 
States  tlie  letters  of  resignation  of  the  members  now  repre- 
senting said  States. 

RcMoltedy  Tlial  when  this  Hotue  adjounykon  Monday  next, 
it  will,  (with  the  consent  of  tlie  Senate,)  if  a  Speaker  shall 
not  before  that  day  be  elected,  adjourn  to  meet  on  the  first 
Monday  in  May  next. 

I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  the  adoption 
of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  SAPP.     I  will  withdraw  my  proposition. 

Mr.  FAULKNER.  I  then  offer  the  preamble 
and  resolutions  as  an  original  proposition,  and  call 
the  previous  question  on  it. 


Mr.  COLFAX.  Is  it  in  order  to  move  to  amend 
the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Viri^inia  ? 

The  CLERK.  The  -gentleman  from  Virgijiia 
called  the  previous  question  upon  his  proposition, 
which  would  cut  off  all  amrndnicnt. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.'  I  move  to  postpone  the 
consideration  of  the  resolutions  until  Monday 
next.  If  we  ape  not  able  to  elect  by  that  time,  wo 
shall  be  better  able  to  act  understandingly  upon 
the  resolutions. 

Mr.  HUMPHREY  MARSHALL.  I  rise  to 
a  question  of  order.  I  submit  that  there  is  noth- 
ing before  the  House. 

Mr.  FAULKNER.  I  call  for  a  vote  on  the 
resolutions  now,  though  I  give  notice  that  if  they 
are  voted  down,  I  shall  renew  them  again  as  soon 
as  our  speech  is  restored  to  us  in  this  body.  I 
think [Cries  of**  Order !  order  !"J 

Mr.  COLFAX.  I  desire  to  know  whether  my 
amendment  is  in  order?  If  it  is,  1  will  send  it  to 
the  Clerk's  desk,  and  ask  to  have  it  read. 

The  CLERK.  'The  Clerk  thinks  it  is  not  in 
order,  the  previous  question  having  been  called 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 

Mr.  NORTON.  I  move  to  lay  the  resolutions 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  ask  if  the  genUemnn 
from  Ohio  {Mr.  SappJ  had  the  right  to  withdraw 
his  proposition  ?  If  he  had  not,  I  object  to  its 
withdrawal. 

Mr.  CRAIG E.  I  call  the  gentleman  from 
Georffia-  to  order.  As  long  as  we  have  a  gag 
law,  I  insist  upon  its  being  enforced. 

The  CLERK.  In  reply  to  tlie  gentleman  from 
Greorgia,  the  Clerk  will  state  that,  in  his  opinion, 
tlie  gentleman  from  Ohio  has  tlie  right  to  with* 
draw  his  proposition. 

Mr.  HUMPHREY  MARSHALL.  I  insist 
upon  mv  question  of  order,  that  there  is  nothing 
before  the  House.  The  gentlemafl  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  SappI  offered  a  proposition,,  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  [Mr.  Faulkner]  moved  an 
amendment,  and  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  ob*«. 
tained  the  £oor.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  then 
withdrew  his  original  proposition,  of  course  carry- 
ing with  it  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  then 
rose — the  gentleman  from  Greorgia  having  the 
floor — and  offered  his  proposition  as  an  original 
one.  I  submit  that  he  had  not  the  floor  to  offer 
it,  and  that  nothing,  therefore,  is  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  CRAIGE.  I  call  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
(iicky  to  order.    No  debate  is  in  order. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  has  the  right  to 
state  his  question  of  order. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  have  stated  my  ques- 
tion, and  ask  the  Clerk  to  decide  it. 

Mr.  FAULKNER.  Why,  sir,  I  was  recog- 
nized  by  tlie  Clerk  regularly,  and  submitted  my 
proposition. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia was  recognized  by  the  Clerk,  but  Q^  gen- 
Ueman  from  Georgia  had  been  previously  recog- 
nized, and  still  retained  the  floor.  There  is,  there- 
fore, nothing  before  the  House. 

Mr.  FAULKNER.  I  think  my  proposition  is 
regularly  before  the  House. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
is  right.  The  Clerk  understood  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  to  obtain  the  floor,  and  move  to  post- 
pone, and  then  yield  the  floor.  If  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  had  not  yielded  tlie  floor,  however, 
the  ^ntleman  from  Virginia  could  not  obtain  it 
to  offer  his  proposition. 

Mr.  FAULKNER.  Why,  Mr.  Clerk,  I  un- 
dcrstood  the  gentleman  iVom  Georgia  as  moving 
to  postpone  until  Monday  next  this  very  prop- 
osition, as  an  ori^nal  proposition,  thereby  recog- 
nizing the  resolutions  as  having  been  offered  by 
me. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.    My  motion  was  to  post- 

f>one  the  original  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
fom  Ohio,  wliich  he  has  since  withdrawn,  with 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 

The  CLPRK.  The  Clerk  so  understood  the 
gentleman,  and  there  is,  therefore,  nothing  before 
ttie  House,  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  having  with- 
drawn his  proposition. 

Mr^  FAULKNER.  Well,  Mr.  Clprk,  who  i« 
entitled  to  the  floor  now  ? 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia. 
There  is,  however,  no  proposition  before  the 
House. 
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Mr.  STEPHENS  took  his  setKt. 

Mr.  FAULKNER.  Am  I  now  entitled  to  tho 
floor? 

The  CLERK.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  FAULKNER.  I  now  offet  my  preamble 
and  resolutions  as  an  original  proposition;  and  I 
call  the  previous  question  upon  its  adoption. 

Mr.  NORTON.  Is  it  in  order  to  move  to  lay 
those  resolutions  upon  the  table? 

The  CLERK,    ft  is. 

Mr.  NORTON.    I  make  that  motion. 

Mr.  FAULKNER.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  it. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Is  it  in  order  now  to  move 
to  postpone  until  a  day  certain — until  Monday 
next— ^tne  further  consiaeration  of  the  resolutions  ? 

The  CLERK.    It  is  not. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.    1  give  notice  that,  if  the 

J>ropo8ition  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  is  not 
aid  upon  the  table,  I  shall  submit  a  motion  to 
postpone  until  Monday  next. 

Mr,  LAKE.  Is  it  m  order  to  move  a  substi- 
tute to  the  proposition  now  before  the  House  ? 

The  CLERK.     It  is  not. 

Mr.  LAKE.  I  have  a  proposition  which  I  de- 
sire to  offer.  I  send  it  to  the  Clerk  ^s  desk,  and 
ask  that  it  may  be  read  for  information. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  resolution  was  again  read. 

Mr.  LAKE.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  now  ask  that  the 
resolution  which  I  send  to  thet^lerk's  desk 
may  be  read  for  the  information  of  the  House. 
If  an  opportunity  be  afforded  me,  I  shall  move 
it  as  an  amendment  to  the  pending  resolutions. 

There  was  no  objection »  and  the  Clerk  read 
the  resolution  as  fallows: 

Whereas,  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Thirty- 
Fourth  CcmgresB  has  made  on  honest  efibrt  to  organise  by 
the  election  of  a  Speaker,  which  has  hitherto  foilcfl  on  ac- 
count of  the  peculiar  constitution  of  parties  of  which  it  is 
composed ;  and  whereas,  these  repeated  failures  have  left 
no  doubt  on  the  minds  of  a  majority  of  the  members  that  an 
organization  cannot  now  be  enected :  Therefore, 

Kaolvedf  (tlie  Senate  concurring,)  That  the  Congresj 
of  the  United  States  be  adjourned,  from  nnd  after  the  pas- 
sage of  this  resolution,  until  the  ftrstMouday  in next; 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  lay 
on  the  table;  and  it  was  agreed  to — yeas  111, 
nays  85;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  'Albright,  Allison,  BAnka,  Barbour,  Ben- 
son, Btllinghurst,  Bingham,  Biehop,  BlisKi,  Bradithaw,  Bren- 
ton.  Broom,  Bumngton,  Buriingame,  Lewis  D.  Campbell, 
Chaffee,  Clawson,  CoUax,  Comlns,  Covode,  Cragin,  Cuiicn, 
Cumback,  Damrell,  Henry  Winter  Davi?,  Timothy  Davis, 
Day,  Dean,  De  Wiu,  Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd,  Dunn,  Durfoe, 
Edic,  Edwards,  Emrie,  tkheridgc,  Eustis,  Evans,  Henry  M. 
Fuller,  Giddings,  Gilbert,  Granger,  Grow,  Harlan,  J.  Morri-4 
•on  Uarrin,  Harrison,  Haven,  Hickman,  Hoflman,  Hollo- 
way.  Thomas  R.  Horton,  Valentine  B.  Horton,  Howard, 
Hughston,  Kelsey,  Kins,  Knapp,  Kni;?ht,  Knowlton,  Knox, 
Matteson,  McCarfy,  Meacham,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Mott, 
Nichols,  Norton,  Paine,  Parker,  Pearce,  Peck,  Pelton, 
Pennington.  Peitit,  Pfke,  Porter,  Prin^«t,  Purviance.  Reade, 
Sitchie,  Bobbins,  Sabin,  Sherman^  Simmons,  WiUiaro  R. 
8mith,  Spinner,  Stanton,  Stranahan,  Tappan,  Thorington, 
Thurston,  Toda,  Trafton,  Underwood,  Wade,  Wakeman, 
Walbridge,  Waldron.  Cndwalader  C.  Washbnme,  EUihu  B. 
Washbume,  Israel  Washbum,  Watson,  Welch.  Whitney, 
Williams,  Wood,  Woodruff,  and  Wood  worth— 111. 

NAYS—Messra.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay,  Barksdale,  Bell,  m 
Henry  Bennett,  Hendley  S.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce,  f 
Burnett,  John  P.  Campbell,  Carlile,  Caruthers,  Caskie, 
Clingman,  Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Cox, 
Craise,  Davids^on,  Dowdell,  Edmundson,  Elliott,  English, 
Faulkner,  Florence,  Foster,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goodc, 
Greenwood,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomas  L.  Harris,  Her- 
bert, Houston,  Jewett,  George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones, 
Kelly,  Kennett,  Kidwell,  Lake,  Leiter,  Letcher,  Lumpkin, 
Mace,  Alexander  K.  Marshall,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Sam- 
uel S.  Marshall,  Maxwell,  McMullln.  Mcanecn,  Killian 
Miller,  Smith  Miller,  MUlson.  Moore,  Mordecai  Oliver, 
Phelps,  Powell,  Ouitman,  Ready.  Richardson,  Ruflbi.  Rust, 
Sandidge,  Sapp,  Savage,  Scott,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William 
Smith,  Sneed,  Stephens,  Stewart,  Talbott,  Taylor,  Trippe, 
Vail.  Valk,  VTalker,  Warner,  Watkins,  Winslow,  Daniel 
B.  Wright,  John  V.  Wright,  And  Zollicoffer— 85. 

So  the  resolutions  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

Pending  the  above  call,  and  when  his  name  was 
called, 

Mr.  VAIL  rose  and  said :  Mr.  Clerk,  by  special 
agreement  with  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
TMr.  Sage,]  I  am  entitled  to  Tote  on  this  question. 
I  vote  no. 

Mr.  THORINGTON  (when  his  name  was 
called)  said:  Mr.  Clerk,  my  colleague,  M^.  Hall, 
has  paired  off  with  Mr.  Roberts — the  pair  to 
GonUnue  up  to  the  25th  of  the  present  month. 
Sickness  in  Mr.  Hall's  familv  nas  oaused  him 
to  be  absent  from  his  seat;  ana,  if  Mr.  Roberts 
had  not  paired  off  with  him,  I  would  have  done 
so  myself  under  the  circumstances.  My  colleoj:ue 
would,  in  all  instance^  cast  his  vote  for  Mr. 
Richardson,  and  Mr.  Roberts  for  Mr.  Banks. 


This  statement  I  think  due  to  my  colleague,  who 
has  been  continually  in  his  seat  tip  to  this  time. 
I  can  further  state,  I  believe  Mr.  Hall  would  not 
have  left  unless  an  arrangement  of  this  kind  could 
have  been  entered  into.     [Cries  of  **  Order  r*J 

The  CLERK.    The  gentleman  is  explainine 
the  reasons  of  a  pair-off.     [Cries  of  **  Order! 
"  No  debate  is  in  order  !*'] 

Mr.  THORINGTON.  I  have  said  all  I  de- 
sired. 

Mr.  SNEED.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  submit  the  follow- 
ing proposition : 

Be  U  resolved  by  the  member*  of  this  Housey  (as  a  metins 
of  effecting  an  organisation  of  the  b«iy  J  That  those  who 
have  been  voting  for  Mr.  Banks  for  Sp'?aker  are  requested 
to  select  and  name  one  member  ■who  lias  been  voting  for 
Mr.  Foi.LKR,  and  one  member  who  has  been  voting  for  Mr. 
Richardson  for  Speaker,  and  that  the  supporters  of  Mr. 
Richardson  select  and  name  one  member  among  the  sup- 
porters of  Mr.  Banks,  and  one  from  Uie  supporters  of  Mr. 
Fuller,  and  that  the  supporters  of  Mr.  Fullkr  name  one 
member  among  Mr.  Ricuardson^s  supporters  and  one 
among  the  supporters  of  Mr.  Banks,  and  that  the  members 
so  selected  and  named  shall  be  considered  the  only  candi- 
dates nominated  for  the  Speaker'^jhair. 

Resolved  fvrther,  That  after  the  voting  for  these  candi- 
dates shall  Be  commenced,  the  member  receiving  tlie  lowest 
number  of  votes  at  each  trial  shall  be  dropped  until  an 
election  shall  be  effected. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  move  that  the  resolution 
be  laid  on  the  table.  I  hope  that  we  shall  go  to 
voting.     [Cries  of  "  That  is  right  !**] 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  resolution  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

VOTE  FOR  SPEAKER. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  vote  the  one 

hundred  and  eighteenth  time  for  Speaker,  with  the 

following  result:  Whole  number  of  votes  cast, 

197;  necessary  to  a  choice,  99;  of  which — 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks  received 93 

Williamr  A.  Richardson 66 

Henry  M.  Fuller ; 31 

Lewis  D.  Campbell ...'.........  3 

Alexander  C.  M.  Pennington 3 

Gilchrist  Porter...., 1 

Solomon  6.  Haven......... 1 

EU8.  Shortc?^ 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr,  Banks — Messrs.  Albright,  Allison,  Barbour, 
Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  Billinghuret,  Bingham,  Bishop, 
Bliss,  Bradshaw,  Brenton,  Butfiitgton,  Buriingame.  Lewis 
D.  Campbell,  Chaffee,  Colfbx,  Coming,  Cluwion,  Covode, 
Cracin,  Cumback,  Damrell,  Timothy  Davi5,  Day,  Dean, 
De  Witt,  Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd,  Durfee,  Edie,  Emrie,  Gid- 
dinss,  Gilbert^  Granger,  Grow,  Harlan,  Uollnway,  Thonias 
R.  Horton,  Valentine  B.  Horton,  Howard,  Hugh^ton,  Kel- 
•ey.  King,  Knapp,  Knight,  Knowlton,  Knox.  Leiter.  Mace, 
Matteson,  McCarty,  Meacham,  Killian  Miller,  Morgan, 
Morrill,  Mott,  Nichols,  Nonon,  Parker.  Pearce,  P.»lton.  Pet- 
Ut,  Pike,  Pringle,  Purviance,  Ritchie,  Kobbins,  Babin,  Sapp, 
Sherman,  Simmons,  Spinner,  Stunton,  Stranahan,  Tappan, 
Thorington,  Thurston.  Todd,  Trallon,  Wade,  Wakeman, 
Walbridge,  Waldron,  Cadwalader  C.  Washbume,  Klihu  B. 
Washburne,  Israel  Washbum,  Watson,  Welch,  Wood, 
Woodruff,  and  Wood  worth. 

For  Mr.  Richardson  —  Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay, 
Barksdale.Bell,  Hendley  S.Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce, 
Bumett,  Caruthers.  Caskie,  Clingman,  Howell  Cobb,  Wil- 
liamson R.  W.  Cobb,  Craige,  Davidson,  Dowdell,  Edmund- 
son.  Elliott,  English,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Thomas  J.  D. 
Fuller,  Goode,  Greenwood,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomas  L. 
Harris,  Herbert,  Hickman.  Hou»ton,  Jewett,  George  W. 
Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Kelly,  Kidwell,  Letcher,  Lumpkin, 
Samuel  S.  Marsliall, Maxwell.  McMuUin,McQ,ucen,  Smith 
Miller,  Miilson,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Peck,  Phelps,  Powell, 
Quitman,  Rumn,  Rust,  Sandid^,  Savage,  Samuel  A. 
Smith,  William  Smith,  Stephens,  Stewart,  Taibou,  Taylor, 
Warner,  Watki^is,  Wells,  V^iams,  Winslow,  Daniel  B. 
Wrighii  and  John  V.  Weight. 

For  Mr.  Fuller— Messrs.  Broom,  John  P.  Campbell.  Car- 
lile, Bayard  Clark,  Cox,  Cullen,  Henry  Winter  Davis. 
Etheridge,  Eustis,  Evans,  Foster,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Hoff- 
man, Kennett,  Lake,  Lindley,  Alexander  K.  Marshall, 
Humphrey  Marshall,  Paine,  Porter,  Reade,  Ready,  William 
R.  Smith,  Sneed,  Swope,  Trippe,  Underwood,  Valk, 
Walker,  Whitney,  and  Zollicoffer. 

For  Mr.  Camyhell — Messrs.  Dunn,  Moore,  nnd  Scott. 

For  Mr.  PennUigton — Messn:.  Edwarda  and  Haven. 

For  Mr.  Porter— Mr.  Henry  M.  Fuller. 

For  Mr.  Haven — Mr.  Harrison.  * 

For  Mr.  Shorter — Mr.  Richardson. 

Mr.  RUST.  I  submit  the  following  proposi- 
tion: 

Whereas,  one  hundred  and  eighteen  ineffectnal  efforts  to 
electHi  Speaker,  Ih  which  the  votes  have  been  divided 
among  Mr.  BAifK8,Mr.  Ricbardson,  Mr.  Fuli.kr,  and  Mr. 
PENNiifOTON,  must  havc  made  it  manifest  to  those  gentle- 
men and  this  Congress  that  neither  of  them  is  the  choice 
of  a  majority  of  the  members  of  this  Uoiiw  for  its  presiding 
officer,  and  that  a  longer  persistence  on  the  part  of  tlieir 
respective  friends  in  urging  their  names  for  this  office  will 
only  delay  the  organization  of  this  House,  and  thereby  pre- 
vent immediate  legislation  when  the  common  interests  of 
the  whole  country  require  it :  Thereforo, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  House  that  Messrs. 
Banks,  Rioharpbon,  Follkr.  and  pErcnNOTO!!,  by  with- 
drawing their  namea,  and  forbidding  their  use  as  candidates 
for  the  speakership,  would  remove  certain  and  tosormoant- 


able  obstaclca  to  ita  orgaotzation,  and  that  the  nabHc  inter 
csts  would  be  greatly  promoted  by  their  doing  wT^      * 

Mr.  FULX.ER,  of  Pennsylvania,  obtained  the 
floor. 

The  CLEHK.  The  gentleman  from  Arkansas 
has  not  yielded  the  floor. 

Mr.  FULLER.  I  do  not  "propose  to  debate 
the  resojution.  I  wish  to  remove  one  obstacle  to 
the  organization  of  the  House,  and  therefore 
witlidraw  my  name  as  a  candidate  for  the  speak- 
ership.  [Cries  of  «*  Order!"  "  I  object  to  all  de- 
bate!"] 

Mr.  RUST.  I  have  not  yielded  the  floor. 
[Cries  of  "  Order!"  "  Debate  is  out  of  order!"] 
I  am  not  going  to  debate  the  proposition.  I  do 
not  demand  a  vote  on  the  proposition  nov,  I 
hope  it  will  not  be  taken. 

Several  MSmbers.    Oh  yes,  let  us  vote  on  it. 

Mr.  RUST.  Very  well,  if  gentlemen  wish  it, 
let  there  be  a  vote  on  the  resolution. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  I  move  tliat  the  resolution 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  PENNINGTON.  I  hop  jny  friend  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Morgan]  will  withdraw  that 
motion  for  a  moment,  to  allow  meto  say  t  word. 
[Cries  of  "Order!"  "No  debate!'T 

The  CLERK.  The  genUeman  from  New 
Jersey  is  out  of  order.     Debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  FENNINGTON.  I  do  not  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  debate,  nor  for  the  purpose  of  per- 
sonal explanation.  I  do  not  propose  to  place 
myself  in  a  position  of  antagonism  to  the  order 
of  the  House,  made  on  Saturday  last.  [Cries  of 
*  *  Order ! "]  I  propose  to  say  simply,  that  the  in- 
timation ^itainea  in  this  resolution  being  the 
first  that  mis  been  made  on  this  floor,  that  my 
name  interposes  an  obstruction  to  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  House,  I  wish  it  understood,  ip^c- 
cordance  with  my  declaration  a  few  days  since, 
that  1  am  not  to  be  regarded  any  longer  as  occu- 
pying the  position  of  a  candidate. 

Mr.  EUSTIS.  I  call  the  gentleman  to  order. 
If  you  wish  to  make  explanations,  rescind  the 
resolution  which  cuts  off  «11  debate. 

Mr.  RUST.    I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays  oo' 
my  resolution. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  1  demand  tellers  on  ihfl 
yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs. Twm and 
Ctn^PAX  were  appointed. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  move  that  the 
consideration  of  the  resolution  be  postponed 
until  Monday  next. 

The  CLERK.    The  motion  is  not  in  order. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered,  the  tellers  having  reported— ay«« 
27,  noes  106;  more  than  one  fifth  of  those  pre«Bi 
voting  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  FAULKNER.  1  rise  to  submit  a  propo- 
sition that  itf  in  order  under  the  rule  adapted  on 
Saturday. 

Mr.  llUST.  Havc  the  yeaa  and  nays  been 
ordered.' 

The  CLERK.    They  have. 

Mr.  RUST.  Then  I  will,  upon  the  request  of 
a  friend,  withdraw  the  resolution,  and  shall  offer 
it  again  to-morrow,  with  the  hope  that  this  ^ 
law  will  be  rescinded,  so  that  it  can  be  debated. 

Mr.  WALKER.     I  renew  the  resolution,    , 

Mr.  FAULKNER.  I  now  submit  a  pttofjbsi- 
tion  which  is  in  order  under  the  rule  ado{«w  on 
Saturday,  and  that  is,  that  the  proposition  be 
made  from  the  Clerk's  table,  asking  the  un»n-' 
imous  consent  of  the  House,  that  those  f"**^?!^.; 
tlemen  who  are  referred  to  in  the  resolution  shall 
be  allowed  to  express  themselves,  if  they  choose 
to  do  so,  with  regard  to  it. 

Mr.  BARKSDALE.  I  move  that  the  Hoa» 
do  now  adjoilrn. 

The  motion-was  disagreed  to.  ,. 

The  CLERK.  The  yeas  and  nays  have  faDei 
with  the  withdrawal  of  the  resolution  by  the  gen* 
tleman  from  Arkansas.  The  gentleman  f^wn 
Virj^inia  now  proposes,  under  the  rule  adopiw 
""  "aturday  last,  that  the  unaninSous  consent  of 


on 


the  House  shall-  be  given  to  the  four  «ntlemen 
named  in  the  resolution  to  address  the  House. 

Mr.  WALKER.  Can  ho  oflTer  that  aa  «fl 
amendment  to  my  resolution? 

The  CLERK.  He  can  offer  it  while  the  gen- 
tleman *8  resolution  is  pending.  / 

Mr.  WALKER.  After  the  yeas  and  nays 
have  been  ordered?  '  , 

The  CLERK.    The  yeas  and  nays  have  not 


1856. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


281 


been  ordered  on  the  resolation  since  the  gentle- 
man renewed  it. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  withdraw  the  resohxtion 
for  the  preDcnt. 

Mr.  FAULKNER.  Then  of  course  I  with- 
draw my  proposition  also.  [Loud  cries  of  **  Call 
the  roU !"] 

Mr.  WHITNEY.  I  offer  the  resolutions  which 
I  send  to  the  Clerk's  desk. 

The  Clerk  read  the  resolutions,  as  follows: 

Ratotved^  That  the  Hon.  — — belaud  he  is  hereby, 

declared  tSpoaker  of  the  House  of  Repr^ntatives  of  the 
Thirty-Fourth  CongreM  of  the  United  States. 

Retohedy  That  the  above  resolution  be  reported  by  the 
Clerk  in  blank,  and  it  shall  be  in  order  for  any  member  to 
BK>ve  that  the  blank  be  filled  by  the  insertion  or  a  name, 
lad  Uiat  the  resolution  be  adopted;  on  that  motion  the 
yeas  and  nays  shall  be  colled,  and  whenever  such  motion 
rhall  receive  a  majority  of  votes,  the  person  then  named 
iliall  be  Speaker  of  the  House. 

Reached^  That  the  name  of  any  member  once  nropoaed 
to  fill  the  blank  shall  not  be  afain  propoMd  witiiont  the 
consent  of  a  majority  of  the  members  present  and  voting ; 
nor  shall  it  be  in  order  to  move  one  candidate  a  second 
tMoe  so  loug  as  any  member  desires  to  move  the  name  of 
one  not  yet  proposed  and  voted  upon. 

Reflpedy  That  all  questions  arising  upon  a  secoiMt  mo- 
tion to  insert  the  name  of  any  person  who  has  been  once 
proposed  and  voted  for  to  fill  the  blank,  shall  tre  decided 
ttva  voce,  or,  in  case  of  a  doubt,  shall  be  decided  by  tellers. 

*  Mr.  STANTON.  I  move  to  amend  the  second 
resolution  by  striking  out  **  majority, ''and  insert- 
ing the  ••  highest  number.** 

Mr.  J0NE19,  of  Tennessee.  I  want  to  submit 
an  amendment  providing  that  no  gentleman  shall 
be  voted  for  who  objects  to  it  himself. 

Mr.  KNIGHT.    I  move  to  lay  the  whole  sub-^ 
jcct  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  DUNN.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and^ys  upon 
,  that  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 
.     Mr.  STEPHENS.    It  is  evident  that  we  shall 
do  nothing  here  to-day.    I  move  that  the  House 
do  now  adjourn;  and  on  that  motion  I  demand 
tellers. 

The  CLERK  appointed  Messrs.  Campbbll  of 
Kentucky,  and  Covode,  to  act  as  tellers. 

The  Question  was  then  taken;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  53,  noes  71.  So  the  motion  was 
not  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurring  upon  the  motion 
to  lay  the  resolution  and  accompanying  amend- 
ments upon  the  table,  it  was  put,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  146,  nays  44;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Aiken,  Albri^t,  Allen,  Allison.  Banks, 
Barbour,  Barclay,  Barksdale,  Bell,  Henry  Bennett,  Hendlcy 
V.  Bennett,  Benson.  Billinghuret^  Bingham,  Bliss,  Bocock, 
Bnwie,  Bradfhaw,  Brenton,  J|^^gton,  Burlingame,  Bur- 
Bett,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  CafflRrs,  Caskie,  Chafiee,  Claw- 
no,  CUofmaa,  Ho.weU  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb, 
Colfax,  Comins,  Covode,  Craain.  Cralge,  Curoback,  Damrell, 
Timothy  Dairis,  Day,Dean,  De  Witt,  Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd, 
Dowdell,  Durfee,  Edmundson,  Emrie,  English,  Faulkner, 
Florence,  Tbomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Giddings,  Gilbert,  Goode, 
Graafer,  Greenwood.  Grow,  Harlan,  Sampson  W.  Harris, 
Tbonas  L.  Harris,  Uerbert,  Hickman,4IoUoway,  Thomas 
K.  Hortoo,  Valentine  B.  florton,  Houston,  Howard,  Hushs- 
tos,  Jewett,  Georee  W.  Jones,  J.  Glan<^  Jones,  Kefley, 
Kelsey,  KidweU,  Kina,  Knapp,  Knight,  Knowlton,  Knox, 
I'eiter.Lctcher,  Lumiuan, Mace,  Samuel  S.  Marshall,  Mat 


Ptingle,  Purviance,  Richardion,  Bobbins,  Ruffin,  Rust, 
Miiji,  Sandidge,  Sapp,  Savage,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Wil- 
Ikia  Smitb,  Spinner,  Stanton,  Stewart,  Stianaban,  Tappan, 
TborioHtuo.  Thurston.  Todd,  Trafton,  Wade.  Walbndge, 
Waidrm,  Walker,  Wa/ber,  Cadwahider  C.  Washbume, 
Enaiu  B.  Washbume,  Israel  Washburn,  Watkins,  Wat- 
«*,  Welch,  Wells,  Wifliams,  Winslow,  Wood,  WoodruiT, 
Woodworth.  Daniel  B.  Wri^t,  and  John  V.  Wright— 146. 
K.\Y8 — Messrs.  Bbhop,  Boyce,  Broom,  John  PTCamp- 
JeQ,  Carlile,  Cox,  CuUen,  Davidson,  Henry  Winter  Davis, 
£<an,  Edwards,  Etheridge,  Eustis,  Evans,  Foster,  Henry 
ai.  Puller,  J.  Mtmison  lumris,  Harrison,  Haven,  Hoffman, 
Keimett^  Lake,  Lindlcy,  Alexander  K.  Marshall,  Hum- 
fny  Marshall,  Moore,  Mordacai  Oliver,  Paine,  Porter, 
Juilinan,  Beada,  Ready,  Scott,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  WiUiam 
*•  Smith,  Swope,  Talbott,  Taylor,  Trippe,  Underwood, 
V«lk,  Wakemaa,  WhiUiey  and  ZoUicoffer— 44. 

So  tEe  resolution  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

When  the  name  of  Mr.  Skbeo  was  called, 

Mr.  3MITH,  of  Tennessee,  announced  that 
'^r.  Skebd  was  detained  frorn  the  House  by  sick- 
^^aa,  which  accounted  for  his  not  answering  to 
^name. 

Mr.  CARLILE.  I  move  the  adoption  of  the 
'^^lution  which  I  send  to  the  Clerk's  table;  and 
''f^on  it  I  move  the  previous  question. 

The  resolution  was  read,  aji  follows: 

^^-^oolserf.  That  the  Hon.  WiLUAM  siirni,  of  Virgfoia,  be, 
2^^  be  is  hereby,  declared  Speaker  of  this  House,  for  the 

•^iny  Fo«mh  Congress. 

j^^   The  previous-  question  was  seconded,  and  Jhe 
^^Mftin  question  was  ordered  to  be  now  put. 


Mr.  CARLILE.  I  -call  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
ypon  the  passage  of  the  resolution. 

Th6  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  motion  was  not 
agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution;  and  there  were— yeas  47,  nays 
131;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Mesini.  Bowie,  Boyce,  Broom,  J(^n  P.  Camp- 
bell, Carlile  Williamson  R.  W:  Cobb,  Cox.  Cullen,  Dow- 
dell,  Etheridge,  Eustis,  Evans,  Faulkner,  Foster,  Henry  M. 
Fuller,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Herbert.  Hoffman,  Kennctt, 
Lake,  Lindley,  Alexander  K.  Marshall,  Humphrey  Mar- 
shall, McMullin,  McClueen,  Mtlison,  Paine,  Uuitinan, 
Readc,  Ready,  Richardson,  Rust,  Savage,  William  R.  Smith, 
Stewart,  Swope,  Talbott,  Tuvlor.  Trippe,  Underwood,  VaJk, 
Walker,  Warner,  Watkins,  Whitney,  John  V.  Wright,  and 
Zollicofler— 47. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Aiken,  Albright,  Allen,  Allison,  Barbour, 
Barclay,  Barksdale,  Henry  Bennett,  Hendlcy  S.  Bennett, 
Benson,  Billinghurst,  Bliss,  Bocock,  Bradshaw,  Brenton, 
Bufllngton,  Burlingame,  Burnett,  Lewis  D.  Campbell, 
Caruther?.  Caskie,  Chaffee,  Clawtson,  Clin^an,  Howell 
Cobb,  Colfax,  Comins,  Covode,  Cragin,  Craige,  Cumback, 
Damrell,  Davidson,  Heniy  Winter  Davis,  Timothy  Davis, 
Day,  Dean,  De  Witt,  Dick.  Dickson,  Dodd,  Dunn.  Durfee, 
Edie,  Kdmundson,  Edwards,  Elliott,  Emrie.  English,  Flor- 
ence, Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller.  Gilbert,  Ooode,  Greenwood, 
Grow,  Harian.  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomas  L.  Harris, 
Harrison,  Hickman,  Uolloway,  Tbomas  R.  Horton,  Val- 
entine B.  Horton,  Houston,  Howard,  Hughf*ton,  Jewett, 
George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Kelly.  Kidwell,  King, 
Knapp,  Knifht,  Knowlton,  Knox,  Leiter,  Letcher,  Lump- 
kin, Mace,  Samuel  S.Marshall,  Mntteson,  Maxwell,  Mc- 
Carty,  Meacham,  Smith  Miller,  Moore,  Morian,  Morrill, 
Mott,  Nichols,  Norton,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Parker,  Pearce, 
Peck,  Pelton,  Phelps,  Pike,  PowelL  Pfingle,  Purviance, 
Bobbins,  Rumn,  Sobin,  Sandidge,  Sapp,  Scott,  Sherman, 
Samuel  A.  Smitb,  Spinner,  Stranahan, Tappan,  Thorington, 
Thurston.  Trafton.  Wade,  Wakeman,  Walbridge,  Waldron. 
Ciidwalader  C.  Washbume,  Ellibu  B.  Washbume,  It^rael 
Washbuhi,  Welch,  Wells.  Williams,  Winslow,  Wood, 
Woodrufl*,  Woodworth,  and  Daniel  B.  Wright— L31. 

So  the  resolution  was  not  agreed  to. 

After  the  result  was  announced, 

Mr.  SANDIDGE.  I  desire  to  say  that  I  ad- 
dressed  the  Clerk  before  the  vote  was  announced, 
[Cries  of  «« Order-!*'  *«  Order!"] 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  is  out  of  order, 
as  no  debate  is  in  order.  . 

Mr.  SANDIDGE.  I  only  wish  to  say  that  I 
shall  change  my  vote.  ' 

The  CLERK.  It  is  too  late,  as  the  vote  has 
been  announced. 

Mr.  CRAIGE.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

Mr.  MORGAN.    I  caU  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Vail  and 
CvMBACK  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  tellers  reported — 
ayes  86,  noes  29. 

The  House  accordingly  (at  three  o'clock  and 
fifteen  minutes)  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  at 
twelve  o'clock,  m. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  January  22, 1856. 
The  House  was  called  to  order  by  the  Clerk 
at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 
The  Jbumal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

CALL  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  TALK.    I  move  a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  Upon  that  motion  I  call 
for  the  yeaft  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  put;  and  there  were — 
yeas  74,  aays  1X0;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barksdale,  Bell,  Hendlej 
S.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce,  Broom,  Cadwalader, 
John  P.  Campbell,  Carlile,  Caskie.  Howell  Cobb,  Cox, 
Craige,  Cullen,  Daridsou.  Dowdell,  Dunn,  Ednyindson, 
Edwards,  Etheridge,  Eustis,  Evans,  Faulkner,  Florence, 
Henry  M.  Fuller,  Tbomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode,  Greenwood, 
Hhmpson  W.  Harris,  Harrison,  Haven,  Herbert,  Hoffman, 
Houston,  George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jone«,  Kelly,  Lake, 
Leiter,  Letcber,  Lumpkin,  Alexander  K.  Marshall,  Hum- 
phrey Marshall,  Maxwell,  McMullin,  McQueen,  Bitllson, 
Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Paine,  Peck,  Phelps,  Powell.  Quit- 
man, Ready,  Ricaud,  Bichardson,  Buflin,  Rust,  Savafe, 
Wilbam  Smith,  Sneed,  Stewart,  Talbou,  Taylor,  Valk, 
Walker,  Warner,  Watkins,  Winslow,  Daniel  B.  Wright, 
and  John  V.  Wright— 74. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Albright,  AlliMm,  Banks,  Barbour,  Hen- 

2  Bennett,  Benson,  Billingburst, 'Bingham,  Bliss,  Brad- 
aw,  Brenton.  Burongton,  Buriincame,  Burnett.  Lewis 
D.  Campbell,  Chaffee,  Bayard  Clark.  Clawson,  Clingroaji, 
Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Colfluc,  (>>roins,  Craain,  Cum- 
back, Damrell.  Timothy  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  De  Witt,  Dick, 
Dickson.  Dodd,  Durfee,  Elliott,  Emrie,  EnaLUh.  Foster.  Gid- 
dings, uranger.  Grow,  Harlan,  Tbomas  L.  Harris,  Hollo- 
Way.  Tbomas  R.  Horton,  Valentine  B.  Horton,  Howard, 
Rugnston,  Jewett,  Kelsey,  Kiditell,  King,  Knapp.  Knight, 
KiK>wlt00|  Knox,  Samuel  S.  Marshall,  Mattesoni  McCnrtjr, 


Meacham,  Killian  Mttler,  Smith  Miller.  Moore,  Morgan, 
Morrill,  Mott,  Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Pel- 
ton,  Pennington,  Peitit,  Pike,  Porter,  Pringle,  Purviance, 
Reade,  Ritchie,  Sabin,  Sam,  Scott,  Sherman,  Simmons, 
Samuel  A.  Smith,  Spinner,  Stanton,  Stephens,  Suanahan, 
Swope,  Tappan,  Thorington,  Thurston,  Todd,  Trippe, 
Wade.  Wakeman,  Walbndge,  Waldron.  Cadwalader  C. 
Washbume,  EUihu  B.  Wo^bume,  Israel  Washburn,  Wat^ 
son,  Welch,  Whiuicy,  WilUams,  Wood,  Woodruff,  Wood- 
worth,  and  Zollicofier— 110. 

So  a  call  of  the  House  was  refused. 

Mr.  MACE  (when  his  name  was  called)  said: 
I  have  paired  off  for  the  day  with  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  TMr.  Ukoerwood.] 

Mr.  BOYCE.  I  beg  leave  to  offer  the  resohition 
I  send  to  the  Clerk's  table,  and  upon  it  I  move 
theprevious  (question.  » 

The  resolution  was  read,  as  follows:  ^ 

Whereas  our  relations  with  Great  Britain  are  of  the  most 
threatening  character,  Indicating  that  we  may  be  upon  the 
eve  of  the  most  startling  events;  and  whereas  it  is  the  im- 
perative duty  of  the  House,  at  this  Juncture  of  imminent 
peril,  not  to  abdicate  its  great  mission,  but  to  fuUSU  it  by 
organizing,  if  possible,  upon  such  a  basis  as  will  give  peace 
to  our  distracted  country,  and  enable  it  to  present  an  undi- 
vided fipont  to  the  common  enemy :  Thererore, 

Re$olved,  That  the  conservative  elements  of  this  Hotise 
should  unite  in  a  sincere  effort  to  elect  a  Speaker,  who  will 
repre^nt  the  groat  Ideas  of  peace  for  ourselves  and  the 
sword  for  the  stranger. 

The  orevious  cmestion  was  seconded. 
Mr.  MORGAN.    I  move  to  hiy  the  resolution 
upon  the  tabic. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  Upon  that  motion  I  de- 
mand the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  refused. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  propose,  before  the 
Question  is  put,  that  the  gentleman  who  offered 
the  resolution  be  permitted  to  state  to  the  House 
the  facts  upon  which  he  mates  the  announce- 
ment contained  in  the  resolution. 

The  CLERK.  If  tliere  be  no  objection,  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  can  do  so. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  If  we  arc  upon  the  eve  of 
a  war,  1  desire  tor  say  I  know  nothing  about  it. 

Objection  was  maae  by  several  members,  and 
leave  was  consequently  refVised. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Morgan  ;  and  it  .was  decided  in  the  adirma- 
tive. 

So  the  resolution  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

^r.  BOYCE.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  the  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table. 

The  CLERK.  The  yeas  and  nays  were  re- 
fused, yet  the  Clerk  thinks  the  call  is  in  order. 

Mr.  CRAIGE.    I  appeal  from  that  decision 
of  the  Clerk,  as  he  had  announced  the  decision  • 
of  the  question  before  the  call  was  made. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk,  on  reflection,  thinks 
he  was  in  error  in  holding  the  call  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  in  order,  and  he  now  rules  it  out  of 
order,  as  the  yeas  and  nays  have  just  been  refused 
upon  the  same  motion. 

PROPOSITION  FOR  ORGANIZATION. 

Mr.  TYSON.  I  oficr  the  foUowing  resolu- 
tions: 

Re$ohedt  That  the  candidate  fbr  Speaker  who  shall  at 
any  time  hereafter  receive  the  highest  number  of  votes  from 
a  quorum  of  members,  though  it  be  less  than  a  majority  of 
the  whole  number  of  votes  polled,  shall  be  duly  dcelared 
Speaker  of  the  Thirty- Fourth  Congress,  provided  that  he  and 
each  of  the  other  candidates  shall  have  the  appointment  of 
the  standing  committees  in  proportion  to  the  ntmiber  of 
votes  respectively  received  by  each;  but  that  no  cflhdidate 
whose  vote  shall  be  less  than  twenty-fivb  shall  be  entitled 
to  any  appointment  under  this  resolution. 

Retolved.  That  the  officiating  clerk  shall  compute  and 
assign  to  the  respective  candicmtes  the  number  of  mem* 
hers  they  may  be  severally  entitled  to  appoint  under  tbe 
foregoing  resoluUon ;  provided,  however,  that  his  decisions 
shall  be  open  to  appeal.         ^ 

Mr.  MILLER,  of  Indiana.  I  move  to  lay  the 
resolutions  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

RESOLUTION  PROHIBITING  DEBATE. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  move  that  the  resolution 
introduced  the  other  day  by  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Cukgman,]  precludiug 
debate  for  one  week,  be  rescinded;  and  on  that 
motion  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  move  to 
lay  the  motion  to  rescind  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

VOTES  FOR  SPEAKER. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  vote  the  one 

hundred  and  nineteenth  time  for  Speaker,  with 

the  following  result:    Whole  numoer  of  votes 

cast,  195;  necessary  to  a  choice,  98;  of  which — 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks  received. s. 91 

William  A.  Richardson , tti 
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to  maintain  and  fulfill  that  treaty,  and  to  exact 
from  Great  Britain  that  she  shall  maintain  and 
fulfill  it  also      We  stand,  therefore,  well  cnbugh; 
^  we  cannot  improve  our  poaiiion. 

I  do  not  airrec  with  the  honorable  Senator  that 
there  is  no  Conjrress  hero.  I  think  the  Congress 
of  ihe  United  SiaK'K  is  bodily  and  spiritually  pres- 
ent,* c(»nipeient  to  exercise  all  its  functions.  It 
is  true  the  other  House  is  not  yet  organized,  but 
that  is  a  matter — a  temporary  inconveniejfice — 
which,  while  it  mnices  delay,  does  not  prevent 
this  House  from  transacting  any  business.  Still, 
from  the  beginning,  I  have  voted  with  the  honor- 
able gentlemen  who  have  been  in  favor  of  de- 
ferring the  transaction  of  all  business  here.  I 
have  thought  that  courtesy  and  a  regard  to  the 
spirit  of  the  Constitution  required  us  to  forbear 
in  this  House  from  transacting  any  important 
^  busiiKiss  untH  Congress  shall  be  formally  organ- 
'  ized;  and  therefore  I  shall  agree  with  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Virginia  and  those  who  prefer 
to  delay  any  further  debate  on  this  question  until 
the  House  of  Representatives  shall  in  fact  be 
organized.  When  that  event  will  happen  none 
of  us  know.  It  may  happen  to-day,  to-morrow, 
next  week,  or  it  may  not  be  for  some  time.  I 
think  we  should  do  well,  therefore,  to  adopt  the 
spirit  of  the  honorable  Senator's  suggestion,  by 
postponing  this  debate  until  Monday,  and  if  there 
is  then  a  House  of  Representatives  fully  organ- 
ized, we  shall  be  able  to  hear  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Michigan,  whom  I  suppose  we  shall 
all  delight  to  hear;  and  if  the  House  is  not  then 
organized,  we  can  postpone  the  debate  until  an- 
other day,  when  the  House  shall  be  organized. 

Mr.  CASS.  Mr.  President,  I  hacf  no  wish 
myself  to  bring  on  this  discyission;  I  did  not 
brmg  it  op;  but!  desire  to  express  my  sentiments 
upon  it  when  it  comes  up  properly  for  action.  I 
must  say  now,  however,  that  I  do  not  agree  with 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia  on  this  sub- 
ject. I  cannot  possibly  conceive  what  objection 
there  can  l>c  to  the  rej>reseniatives  of  the  States 
of  tliis  Union  discussmg  this  question  before  the 
American  people.  I  have  not  the  remotest  con- 
ception of  a  valid  objection  to  it.  The  President 
has  evidently  reached  the  end  of  his  effort.  I 
tliink  he  intimates,  as  distinctly  as  a  Chief  Magis- 
trate should  intimate,  that  no  means  now  remain 
in  the  power  of  the  Executive.  No  man  can 
read  his  message  without  perceiving  that.  We 
have  all  the  facts,  all  tlie  statements,  all  the  argu- 
ments before  us.  Why  should  we  not  discuss  it 
before  the 'American  people?  Is  there  a  secret  to 
be  kept  from  them?  Is  there  any  intimation  to 
be  given  to.a  foreign  country  which  she  does  not 
know  already  ?  Not  a  word  of  one  or  the  other. 
As  I  view  the  matter,  we  have  two  objects  in 
view.  One  is,  that  discussion  by  different  minds 
places  the  subject  in  diffeheut  points  of  view;  and 
therefore,  the  utility  of  discussion;  but  above  all 
1  wish  to  see  us  present  one  determined,  united 
front  on  this  subject.  That  is  the  object  I  have 
in  view;  and  I  repeat,  I  cannot  see  the  shadow  of 
an  objection  to  discussing  before  the  American 
people  a  question  which  as  deeply  affects  their 
interests  as  almost  any  other  that  has  occurred 
since  the  independence  of  the  country;  I  cannot 
understand,  nor  shall  I  ever  act  on  any  such  view. 
With  respect  to  the  non-organization  of  the 
House,  I  aojree — I  have  agreecl  from  the  begin- 
ning— that  it  is  better,  whatever  may  be  our  abso- 
lute powers,  not  to  do  any  legislative  business 
until  the  House  shall  have  been  organized;  but  I 
can  see  no  objection  to  tlie  discussion  of  a  ques- 
tion which  does  not  call  for  legislative  action. 
^  The  time  may,  perhaps,  be  as  profitably  spent  in 
'that  way  as  in-any  other;  or,  rather,  time  not 
spent  in  any  way  may  profitably  be  spent  in  that 
way.  1  should  desire  to  have  the  discussion  go 
on.  I  shall  be  unable,  until  Monday,  to  say  any- 
thing upon  it;  and,  therefore,  at  the  suggestion 
of  Senators  around  me,  I  move  to  postpone  the 
ftirther  consideration  of  the  motion  of  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Delaware  until  Monday  next, 
at  which  time  I  shall  ask  the  Senate  to  be  good 
enough  to  hear  me.  ^ 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  am  perfectly  willing  that 
tlie  motion  shall  be  postponed  to  Monday  next, 
as  gentlemen  desire  it;  but  I  wish  to  have  the 
letter  printed; and  I  hope  that  by  unanimous  con- 
sent an  order  will  be  made  for  printing  it,  so  tliat 
we  may  have  the  letter  before  us  while  we  are 
•pedtin^;  upon  it.  I  move  that  the  letter  be  ordered 
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to  be  printed,  and  that  five  hundred  copies,  in 
addition  to  the  usual  number,  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  now  is  on 
tlie  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Michigan,  to  post- 
pone to  Monday  ne3it  the  further  consideration 
of  the  subject. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  would  nreferthat  there  should 
be  no  day  fix^d  for  this  deoate.  I  am  disposed 
to  differ  very  much  from  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Michigan,  who  seems  to  suppf»se  that  mat- 
tors  of  negotiation  and  diplomacy  should  first  be 
discussed  \\\  the  Senate,  before  we  have  them  com- 
municated to  us  through  the  regular  and  consti- 
tutional channel — the  President.  I  doubt  it,  and 
have  cdways  doubted  it.  I  have  ever  dissented 
from  this  mode  of  dealing  with  such  delicate  sub- 
jects; and  I  ask  that  when  this  matter  sh^ll  be 
taken  up,  the  ouestion  shall  be  left  open,  whether 
or  not  it  shall  oe  discussed. 

The  motion  to  postpone  to  Moi/iday  was  agreed 
to. 

ADJOURNMENT  OVER. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  STUART,  it  was 

Ordered^  That  when  the  Senate  adjounts  to-day,  ft  be  to 
meet  on  Monday  next. 

THE  NAVAL  RETIRING  BpARD. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  ask  leave  to  present  the 
memorial  of  Commodore  Thomas  Ap  Catesby 
Jones,  asking  for  relief  for  the  injustice  visited 
on  him  by  the  board  .of  Navy  officers  organized 
under  the  act  of  the  last  session  •*  to  promote  the 
eflRciency  of  the  Navy."  In  presenting  this 
memorial,  I  deem  it  due  to  tho  occasion,  in  a  very 
few  words,  to  say  that,  upon  perusing  it,  it  has 
tended  very  strongly  to  confirm  the  impressions 
which  I  cxpressea  a  few  days  ago  on  the  subject 
of  the  action  of  this  board. 

Commodore  Jones  has  been  in  the  Navy  for 
nearly  fifty  years;  and  now,  after  having  obtained 
the  rank  of  a  post  captain — the  highest  rank  in 
our  Navy — at  the  a^  of  sixtj-five  years,  he  has 
been  declared  by  this  board  mcapaole  of  further 
efficient  service.  To  be  sure,  he  nas  been  retired 
on  what  is  called  leave-of-absence  pay,  but  it  is 
strongly  marked  in  the  terms  of  this  memorial, 
what  all  of  us  know  out  of  doors  who  have  con- 
versed with  these  officers,  giving  them  the  leave- 
of-absence  pay  has  been,  m  their  judgment,  no 
mitigation  of  the  exceeding  wrong  that' has  been 
visited  on  them  in  depriving  them  of  a  position 
entitled  to  active  service. 

It  is  suggested  to  mc  that  it  takes  from  them 
also  all  cliance  of  future  promotion.  That  is 
very  true;  but  a  post  captain  cannot  be  pro- 
moted in  our  service,  as  it  stands  at  present,  be- 
cause he  has  attained  the  highest  rank;  but  yet 
it  may  be  probable — it  is  certainly  possible — that, 
before  these  officers  have  become  wholly  ineffi- 
cient, or  have  passed  from  the  stajxe  of  lite,  there 
may  be  an  increased  rank  in  our  Navy.  Be  that 
aa  it  may,  it  is  a  very  remarkable  fact  attending 
the  action  of  this  board,  that  no  officer,  so  far  as 
I  am  informed,  has  been  enabled  to  learn,  from 
any  quarter,  the  reasons  which  induced  the  board 
either  to  disrate  him  or  to  drop  him  from  the 
service.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  his  in- 
structions to  the  board, — for  he  did  give  them  in- 
structions,— has  enumerated  various  causes  for 
which  officers  might  be  either  disrated  or  dis- 
missed: physical  or  mental  incapacity;  habits  of 
conduct  in  life  which  unfit  them  for  service;  the 
commission  of  oflTenses  against  society  or  against 
the  service, — all  are  enumerated  as  causes  for 
which  officers  might  be  disrated;  but  no  cause  is 
assigned  for  the  action  in  any  individual  case 
whatever;  and,  therefore,  of  the  honorable  men 
who  have  thus  been  placed  under  the  ban  and 
disparaged  before  the  world,  and  left  in  the  Navy 
with  a  stigma  on  them,  none  is  able  to  say  why 
it  was  affixed,  and  all  is  left  to  conjecture — wild 
conjecture. 

Now,  sir,  in  the  case  of  this  justly  distinguished 
officer — whom  I  have  known  from  my  boyhood, 
and  known  only  to  admire  and  to  honor  during 
his  career — I  have  been  unable  to  determii^e  why 
he  Twho  it  is  shown  here  is,  at  this  day,  phys- 
ically and  mentally  just  as  capable  of  performing 
his  duty  as  he  was  thirty  or  forty  years  ago)  has 
had  visited  upon  him  the  sentence  of  disparage- 
ment which  emanated  from  the  board.  Mr. 
President,  the  Secretary  of  tho  Navy,  in  reply  to 


a  letter  from  Commodore  Jones — a  very  respectful 
letter,  which  is  embodied  in  the  memorial— askin* 
why  he  had  been  placed  on  the  reserved  lis^ 
informed  him  that  his  communication  Rhould  be 
placed  on  file, and  receive  respectful  considf  ration, 
out,  under  the  existing  law,  he  had  no  poworto 
act  in  the  matter.  There  is,  then,  the  constnic* 
tion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  that,  undrr  the 
existing  law,  if  any  redress  can  be  afforded  to 
any  officer  of  tho  two  hundred  and  one  who  bare 
been  virtually  disbanded,  it  must  come  from  Con- 
gress. The  Secretary  says  there  is  no  rtlitf  at 
the  executive  department. 

Commodore  Jones  states  in  his  memorial, 
which  embodies  his  communication  to  the  Secre- 
tary pf  the  Navy,  the  active  service  in  whifhhe 
has  been  engaged  for  the  last  forty  years;  and  he 
connects  with  it  certificates  from  medical  gentk- 
men  of  this  city,  whose  reputation  irt  their  pro- 
fession is  known  to  most,  if  not  to  all  of  us?,  who 
declare  to  him  (and  many  of  them  have  knoim 
him  for  many  years — one  of  them  sailed  with  him 
in  the  years  lo43,  1844,  and  1845)  that,  so  far  as 
they  can  judge,  $uper  vmi  corporiSt  he  is  jusias 
capable  of  performing  all  his  duties  as  a  captain 
in  the  Navy  now  as  he  was  twenty  or  thirty  yean 
ago.*  He  has  attained  to  the  age  of  sixty-five 
years — an  age  that  has  been  passed  by  a  great 
many  honorable  Senators  around  me,  pTery  odc 
of  whom  would  feel  himself  ofllended  bva  sug- 
gestion that  he  was  mentally  or  physically  inca- 
pable of  service  in  life. 

I  cannot  conceive  what  led  this  board  of  officert 
to  inflict  such  a  wound  upon  the  justly  sensitive 
honor  of  this  distinguished  officer  unless  it  was- 
and  I  am  left  to  conjecture— 4hat  he  is  disabled  in 
one  of  his  limbs  by  a  wound  which  he  recdved 
duringtlie  last  u-ar  with  Great  Britain  in  theyonr 
1814,  under  which  he  has  been  performing  actirc 
service  both  at  home  and  abroad,  distinguishiiig 
himself  and  shedding  renown  on  the  armsofhii 
country  for  a  period  of  forty  years,  carrying  thai 
woui)d  with  him  all  the  time.  And  bow,  sir,  ru 
that  wound  received?  When  he  was  a  lieutenant 
in  1814,  when  tliis  gallaiit  man,  with  but  five  gun- 
boats and  one  hundred  and  sixty -eight  raen,Kept 
at  bay  off  New  Orleans  a  fleet  of  forty-five  British 
boats  and  twelve  hundred  men,  disabling  four 
hundred  of  the  enemy,  and  losing  one  half  of  his 
own  command,  he  was  struck  down  oy  a  wound 
which  I  am  left  to  infer  now,  forty  years  -after- 
wards, induced  the  naval  board  to  declare  him 
unfit  for  further  service. 

I  say  we  are  left  to  conjecture.  1  did  hear  it 
conjectured  out  of  doors — for  in  reference  to  ibis 
gallant  and  distinguishod  man  I  have  taken  a 
deep  personal  interest — that  he  hnd  been  actualJT 
invalided  by  receiving  a  pension  for  thai  wound. 
Sir,  those  who  know  him,  those  who  know  the 
cause  of  his  applying  for  that  pension  at  the  time 
it  was  allowed  hnn,  (and  a  small  pension  it  was«) 
know  that  it  was  allowed  by  the  Cabinet  who 
at  that  time  were  intrusted  with  the  construcuon 
of  the  pension  laws,  because  it  was  sho^Ti. "» 
consequence  of  this  wound — a  wound  on^ 
shoulder  that  disabled  his  arm— he  was  oblige 
to  have  always  in  attendance  upon  him  a  servant 
to  enable  him  to  put  on  his  clothes  and  take  them 
off*  again,  which  was  an  additional  expensed''- 
volved  on  him  by  reason  of  disability  m  oncoi 
his  limbs.  Even  that  pension,  however,  va* 
taken  from  him  by  a  later  constnjction--a  J^' 
struction  made,  I  think,  in  1840  or  l^l,of  subse- 
quent pension  laws.  .  • 

The  memorial  shows,  Mr.  President,  that  id" 
officer  is  just  as  capable  of  performing  nis  fl^jy 
now  as  he  has  been  for  the  last  fort  v  years,   n 
has  attained  only  the  a?e  of  sixty-nve  J^^r 
yet  he  is  declared  ineligible  to  further  promouon, 
and  is  dispara;»ed  as  ah  officer  in  ^^.^,   *^^t^ 
shall  say  nothing  of  the  motives  which  actaa  ^ 
the  board  in  anything  that  they  have  ^J"f"  jj 
know  not  their  motives.     I  have  no  4^""^  "Jjce 
was  an  exceedingly  ungrateful  and  ^^^''^^  fl^ipj 
to  some,  at  least,  of  the  officers  who  constj™ 
the  board.     I  have  reason  to  believe  ^^^^V^^j^. 
any  conversation  with  them,  for  1  have  "^  .jj^^ 
versation  with  none  of  them.    I  ^^"^H"'.  hoard 
to  suggest,  there  werc/)flicers  upon  that  ^^^^ 

who,  having  realized  what  the  ^<'**^."*  jjd  not 
will  regret  as  long  as^  they  live  that  they  ^^  ^^ 

gut  their  commis.sions  against  the  orae 
ecrelary  requiring  them  to  go  upon  it.         ^^^ 
I  said,  Mr.  President,  when  1  tresp»«««^ 
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falling  into  the  very  error  that  some  of  us  seek  to 
correct.  I  am  not  disposed  to  jud^e  this  board 
"without  a  hearing;  I  am  not  prepared  to  condemn 
them  until  the^y  nave  been  neard;  and  in  order 
'  that  they  may  have  a  hearing,  and>that  their  views 
may  be  not  only  before  the  Senate,  but  before  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  I  ask  the  Senate" 
now  to  take  up  and  adopt  that  resolution,  and 
thus  obviate  the  very  difficulty  which  my  friend 
from  Louisiana  suggests,  and  which  is  suggested 
by  others. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  Mr.  President,  if  it  is  the 
pleasure  of  the  Senate  to  have  a  discussion  of  this 

auestion  on  every  memorial  that  is  presented  to 
le  Senate,  I  have  no  objections  whatever.  I 
only  wish  to  say  to  those  gentlemen  who  have 
memorials  to  present,  that,  upon  the  slightest 
notice  to  any  membar  of  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs  that  such  a  memorial  is  to  be  presented, 
that  committee  will  endeavor,  as  far  as  they  can, 
to  satisfy  the  inquiries  which  are  thrown  out  here 
informally  as  to  why  pairties  were  retired  or  dis- 
missed. I  only  wisn  to  remind  gentlemen  that 
similar  memorials  have  been  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs,  and  to  submit  whether  a 
discussion  on  this  question,  which  involves  the 
charac^r  of  the  law,  the  instructions  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy,  and  the  whole  action  under 
and  results  of  the  law,  had  not  better  be  deferred 
until  a  report  of  that  committee  to  which  the  sub- 
ject has  teen  referred  shall  be  made  to  the  Sen- 
ate, and  we  shall  have  some  information  before 
us. 

I  do  not  propose  to  answer  any  of  the  sugges- 
tions thrown  out,  because  I  am  not  prepared, 
physically,  thi»  morning,  to  do  so;  but  I  am  indis- 
posed to  let  any  roemonal  be  presented  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  create  in  the  country  a  false  impres- 
sion in  any  way  reflecting  on  the  board,  when  I 
have,  in  any  respect,  in  my  own  power,  tlie  means 
of  giving  a  correct  statement  on  the  subject. 

My  friend  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Mason,]  who 
presents  the  memorial  of  Commodore  Jones,  was 
foremost  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  in  obtain- 
ing for  that  officer  a  remission  of  the  penalty 
imposed  on  him  by  a  court-martial,  which  had 
subjected  him  to  three  years'  suspension,  without 
pay,  upon  very  grave  and  serious  chaises,  which, 
if  lie  nad  been  convicted  of  them  in  any  other 
Navy  in  the  world,  woulcf  have  broken  him  or 
any  other  officer  in  the  naval  service.  The  propo- 
sition for  that  remission  was  passed  by  this  boay ;' 
the  bill  for  Commodore  Jones's  relief  was  passed 
here,  but  it  failed  in  the  other  House.  I  am  free 
to  say  that  there  are  many  members  of  this  body 
who  would  not  have  voted  for  that  bill  but  on 
account  of  the  great  services  which  Commodore 
Jones  had  performed  for  the  country,  and  because 
of  the  fact  that  he  was  physically  incompetent  to 
perform  any  further  service.  My  friend  from 
south  Carolina  [Mr.  Butler]  sustained  the  bill 
on  those  grounds;  he  will  recollect  the  circum- 
stance. His  first  words,  as  I  have  them  before 
me,  were,  that  he  voted  for  the  bill  upon  this  gen- 
eral proposition:  that,  when  Scipio  was  called 
upon  to  answer  to  charges,  he  replied,  "Upon 
this  day  I  fought  the  battle  of  Zama. "  My  friend 
from  Virginia,  in  reflecting  on  tliis  case  at  that 
time,  said: 

<<  Who  i>i  this  od^cer?  He  is  among  the  oldest  of  our 
navnl  captains.  I  believe  not  the  very  oldest,  but  among  the 
nldeot  He  has,  pcrhape,  performed  as  much  active  service 
as  any  officer  in  the  Navy,  and  during  tlie  late  war,  when 
he  was  a  younger  man,  the  most  efAciont  service,  as  the 
annals  of  the  country  show.  Mr.  President,  some  three 
years  ago,  tliat  officer  did  ua  the  honor,  at  our  niess  in  the 
city  of  Washingtonj  to  call  one  morning  to  pay  a  visit. 
The  pavements  were  covered  with  ice  and  sleet;  and  when 
be  led  us  and  took  his  leave,  he  fell  opon  the  pavement, 
and  we  found  him  there  utterly  diBoMed.  1  am  at  liberty  to 
speak  of  thi^,  because  it  paHsed  under  ray  eye  ;  and,  i  am 
free  to  admit,  made  a  very  powerful  appeal  to  my  sensibili- 
ty, although  it  was  before  he  had  been  subjected  to  the  oiB- 
«ial  action  of  the  Government. 

'<  Mr.  Butler.    It  was  afterwards. 

"  Mr.  Mason.  My  friend  from  South  Carolina  sajrs  It 
wa^  afterwards.  Perhaps  it  was.  I  know  it  mode  a  very 
strong  appeal  to  my  sensibilities.  He  fell  upon  the  pave- 
ment, was  disabled,  and  was  brought  into  the  house.  The 
fear  was,  that  he  had  dislocated  his  shoulder,  and  it  wot 
necessa/y  to  strip  bis  clothes  from  his  shoulder  to  see  the 
extent  of  the  injury;  and  we  there  found  the  honorable 
wounds  and  scars  that  he  had  received  daring  the  war.  The 
shoulder  was  utterly  disabled.  The  joint  was  destroyed. 
The  power  of  controlling  the  arm  was  gone ;  and  the  marks 
and  cicatrices  were  upon  his  person.  He  told  u*«  that,  un- 
fbrtunatcly  having  lOHt  the  control  of  that  side  of  his  person, 
he  bad  been  unable  to  preserve  his  balance,  and  thus  fell 
upon  tlie  pavement.  We  saw  there  the  condition  of  his 
person.    Ht  bad  lost  the  free  and  efficient  control  of  the 


muscles  on  that  side.    Where  did  be  get  these  wounds  .'He 

ft  them,  sir,  In  the  preliminary  delcnsc  of  New  Orleans, 
think  I  may  appeal  to  my  recollection  of  the  history  of 
that  day — it  was  impressed  ujion  my  mind  nt  the  time — 
that  it  was  b>-  the  flotilla  commanded  by  this  officer  that 
tlie  whole  British  fleet  was  delayed  several  days  in  its 
approach  to  "New  Orleans,  giving  time  to  General  Jackson 
to  complete  his  organization.  It  was  in  that  fight  be  was 
thus  disabled." 

That  bill  for  the  relief  of  Commodore  Jones 
passed  the  Senate,  tating  the  extraordinary 
ground  of  reviewing  the  decisions  of  a  legal 
court-martial — this  body  constituting  itself  a  court 
of  appeals,  and  setting  aside  the  decision  of  a 
court-martial  on  Commodore  Jones,  purely  from 
sympathy.  "  On  this  day  I  fought  tne  battle  of 
Zama'* — on  this  mere  appeal  to  our  sympathies. 
we  constituted  ourselves  a  court  of  appeals  anJ 
set  aside  the  judgment  of  a  court-martial.  "We 
did  it  on  the  representations  of  the  Senator  from 
Virginia,  that  tnis  gentleman  was  physically  dis- 
abled, having  lost  tlie  entire  use  of  one  side  of 
his  person. 

Now,  we  have  constituted  a  board  to  create 
a  set  of  naval  captains,  limiting  them  to  sixty- 
eight,  who  are  competent  to  command  on  the  high 
seas,  competent  to  carry  our  flag  everywhere, 
competent  to  sustain  themselves  on  deck  under 
any  emergencies  and  contingencies,  and  not  men 
to  remain  on  shore.  We  wished  to  iiave  active 
men.  We  limited  the  number  to  sixty-eight 
active  captains,  and  we  constituted  a  board  of 
naval  officers  to  select  them.  They  come  for- 
ward and  say,  on  their  judgment,  one  on  our  old 
list  is  physically  incompetent.  Are  we  to  judge 
better  than  those  who  sailed  with  Commodore 
Jones,  and  who  have  had  him  in  their  eye  all  the 
days  of  their  lives }  If  we  are  to  judge,  have  we 
not  evidence  before  us,  have  we  not  the  evidence 

Eroduced  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia 
imself,  to  show  that  he  is  physically  incompe- 
tent.' 1  believe,  though  I  am  not  certain  of  it, 
that  Commodore  Jones  has  been  furloughed. 

Mr.  MASON.  No,  sir;  he  has  been  retired 
on  leave-of-absence  pay. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  Then  I  will  say  nothing  on 
that  subject.  I  hope  my  friend  from  Virgmia 
will  t\pt  insist  on  the  construction  of  the  law  that 
this  retirement  really  confers  any  degfadation. 
Why,  sir.  Commodore  Jones  receives  more  pay 
than  any  of  the  British  rear  admirals,  under  this 
leave-ot-absence  pay.  Neither  in  tlie  incipient 
stages  of  the  law,  nor  in  its  passage  through  this 
House  or  the  other,  nor  in  tne  instructions  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  nor  in  the  view  of  the 
President,  is  any  degradation  conferred.  Why, 
sir,  selecting  a  man  who  has  worn  himself  out  in 
honorable  service,  and  who  is  covered  with  hon- 
orable wounds,  and  putting  him  with  the  oldest 
captains  of  the  Navy  on  the  retired  list,  with  |2,500 
a  year,  is  not  to  be  construed  as  a  mark  of  degra- 
dation . 

I  shall  not  go  into  the  subject  further.  I  only 
rose  to  show  some  reason,  some  cause  patent  here 
on  our  own  debates,  why  the  board  acted  in  this 
way.  J  do  not  know  that  this  is  the  cause,  but 
it  would  have  been  sufficient  cause.  I  know  not 
the  cause,  for  I  have  not  conversed  with  the  ihem- 
bers  of  the  board.  I  will  say  aeain,  that  I  would 
respectfully  surest  to  this  body  that  discussion 
on  tliia  subject  is  entirely  premature.  If  the  whole 
subject  is  to  be  gone  into,  wc  shall  come  here 
prepared  to  discuss  it;  but  i  think  it  would  be 
proper  first  to  hear  the  report  of  the  committee. ' 

Mr.  MASON.  Mr.  President,  I  shall  not  de- 
tain the  Senate  long;  but  I  think  it  is  due,  both  to 
the  honorable  officer  whose  petition  I  presented 
and  to  myself,  that  I  should  advert  to  some  re- 
marks which  have  been  made  by  the  honqiable 
Senator  from  Florida.  I  understand  that  Senator 
to  say,  based  upon  thoxeportof  the  debate  of  the 
last  session  which  he  read,  that  I  then  contended 
that  Commodore  Jones  had  lost  the  use  of  one 
side  of  his  person.     I  think  that  was  his  language. 

Mr.  MALL9RY.  I  read  the  Senator's  words 
from  the  report  of  the  debate. 

Mr.  MASON.  That  language  is  not  to  be 
found  in  the  debate.  I  remember,  perfectly, 
that  my  honorable  friend  from  South  Carolina 
[Mr.  Butler]  and  myself,  in  asking  the  Senate 
not  to  reviewr  the  action  of  the  court-martial,  but 
to  remit  so  much  of  its  judgment  as  deprived 
Commodore  Jones  of  his  pay  for  a  certain  time, 
spoke  of  his  wound,  which  we  had  accidentally 
seen  by  his  falling  on  the  pavement  on  the  ice 


near  to  our  house.  I  spoke  of  the  wound  ai 
having  disabled  one  of  his  arms,  and,  his  arm 
being  thus  disabled,  he  was  unable  to  balance  ha 
person  and  fell.  The  Senator  will  find  thai  in  the 
debate;  but  there  is  nothing  there  to  show  that 
the  officer  was  incapable  of  service,  o^was  not  in 
fact  just  as  capable  as  he  was  before  he  received 
the  wound. 

I  did  not  say ,  because  it  escaped  me  at  the  time, 
what  I  will  now  say,  that  in  the  battle  of  m- 
boats  off  New  Orleans  in  1814,  the  fleet  of  Bniiih 
boats  which  Commodore  Jones  there  net  tu 
commanded  by  a  certain  Sir  Alexander  Camp. 
boll,  who  fought  on  a  wooden  leg.  He  washu 
adversary  then  on  the  active  list,  a  captain  in  the 
British  service,  who  fought  in  that  action  witht 
wooden  leg  when  Commodore  Jones  received  that 
wound;  and,  I  am  informed,  he  is  now  an  ad* 
miral  in  the  British  navy.  His  opponent,  irbo 
was  there  stricken  down  on  his  deck,  baring  loit 
one  half  of  his  men,  has  been  in  the  active  serTi<» 
of  the  country  for  forty  years  since  that  time, 
until  he  is  now  declared,  as  I  understand  from 
the  honorable  Senator,  disabled  from  active  aer* 
vice  because  of  that  wound  which  he  bore  ia* 
active  service  for  forty  years. 

As  to  the  court-martial,  I  hardly  suppose  the 
honorable  Senator  means  to  say  that  the  boaid 
of  naval  officers  undertook  to  base  their  jud^ot, 
disrating  this  officer  and  declaring  him  ine^cient, 
on  the  judgment  of  that  court-martial  which  lat 
upon  him  some  three  or  four  years  ago,  and  whose 
sentence  was  remitted  aAer  having  been  in  part 
executed. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Florida,  who  is 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, 
said  that  if  Senators  would  apprise  the  committee 
of  their  purpose  when  they  introduce  then;  peti- 
tions to  inquire  into  the  causes  why  particular  | 
officers  were  disrated,  the  committee  would  prob- 
bly  have  it  in  their  power  to  answer.  I  would 
ask  of  that  honorable  Senator  where  the  committee 
would  get  their  information  ?  ,  There  is  no  source 
from  whence  that  information  can  be  obtained.  U 
is  buried  in  the  breasts  of  those  officers  Whocoo- 
stituted  the  board.  Elach  man  might  give  his  indi- 
vidual opinion,  but  could  do  no  more;  and  in  doing 
it,  nine  times  out  of  ten,  he  would  give  the  «Tong 
opinion  which  operated  on  tlie  majority  of  llie 
board.  That  I  consider  one  of  the  strongest  ob- 
jections to  the  mode  in  which  the  board  discharged 
this  duty;  for  what  did  they  do  ?  They  wport«l 
a  list  of  two  hundred  and  one  officers  to  the  Presi- 
dent, recommending  that  certain  of  them  should  bi 
dropped^  others  placed  on  furlough -pay  and  others 
on  jeave-of-«bsence  pay,  and  assigned  no  reason 
whatever  for  thus  discriminating  hetween  those 
ofiicers.  The  law  contemplated  that  the  Executiw 
should  app  rove  or  disapprove  their  report.  How 
was  he  to  ao  it }  How  was  it  possible  lor  the  Presi- 
dent to  do  any  more  than  he  did,  either  to  approve 
it  in  the  whole  or  to  reject  it  in  the  whole?  He 
could  not  discriminate;  he  could  not  know  their 
reasons;  it  was  impossible  that  he  could:  he  must 
therefore  take  it  as  it  stood,  or  reject  it.  I  think 
Uiat  is  one  of  the  great  objectiona  to  the  mode  ui 
which  the  board  acted. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Louisiana  [Mr. 
Benjamin]  protested  agaitist  any  obloquy—I 
think  that  was  his  language — being  thrown  on  the 
members  of  the  naval  lK>ard,.  because  of  th«r 
action  in  this  matter.  Certainly  none  came  from 
me.  I  said,  in  relation  to  the  board,  that  1  did  not 
doubt  that  a  great  many  of  the  officers  who  went 
upon  it  went  upon  it  conscious  that  they  were 
to  discharge  a  most  ungrateful,  ungracious,  and 
odious  duty,  and  they  did  it  in  obedience  to  an 
order  which  they  were  obliged  at  the  peril  of 
their  commissions  to  obey — an*  order  issuing 
from  their  proper  superiors.  Yet  I  did  say,  secmg 
what  the  board  did,  (not  only  in  its  consequences 
in  individual  wrongs  to  certain  officers,  some  of 
which  are  admitted,  but,  in  my  judgment,  as  W 
as  I  could  exercise  it,  in  a  measure  of  ^*^®  "^?*^ 
pernicious  results  to  the  naval  service  and  the 
naval  character,)  that  the  time  would  come  when 
some,  at  least,  of  those  officers  would  regret  tnw 
they  did  not  put  their  commissions  against  the 
order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navv,  and  ask  to  be 
reheved  from  the  duty;  not  that  there  is  any  cen- 
sure to  be  cast  upon  them— I  cast  none;  I  spow 
of  the  future.  If  a  board  of  this  kind  is  to  be  ^i 
up,  to  sit  in  secret  to  pass  on  the  conduct  of  oi^ 
ccrs  without  assigning  any  reasons,  (who  can  mj 
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draw  their  evidence,  not  merely  from  sources 
utterly  irresponsible,  but  most  generally  inter- 
ested)—if  that  is  sanctioned  as  the  policy  of  the 
coantry  in  relation,  to  the  naval  service,  the  con- 
sequence must  inevitably  be  to  make  the  officers 
of  the  Navy  spies  and  informers  on  each  other. 
It  will  d^nerate  into  that,  and  we  shall  have 
just  suclr  another  board  twenty  years  hence. 
Honorable  men  in  the  Navy  will  find  that  a  black 
book,  a  register,  is  kept  against  them  by  their 
brother-officers,  to  be  brouffht  up  at  a  future  day. 
That  is  hthnan  nature,  if  I  know  how  to  under- 
stand it. 

The  honorable  Senator  fVom  Louisiana  inquired 
if  I,  or  any  other  Senator,  was  disposed  to  take 
the  responsibility  of  restoring  to  the  Navy  aU 
those  officers  who  have  be^^  declared  inefficient, 
or  who  have  been  placed  on  the  reserved  list. 
Sir,  I  have  said  that  1  can  see  no  mode  of  redress- 
ing this  great  wrong  but  by  setting  aside  the  legis- 
lation from  which  it  resulted,  and  beginning  de 
%(fw.  I  do  not  doubt,  fVom  what  I  have  heard, 
that  there  are  many  inefficient  officers  in  the  Navy 
—how  many  1  do  not  know;  but  I  cannot  be  per- 
suaded that  there  is  no  mode  by  which  that  ineffi- 
ciency can  be  k-emedied  without  infticting  a  serious 
wrong  on  the  whole  naval  service.  I  cannot  be 
persuaded  that  you  cannot  divest  the  Navy,  in 
some  proper  mode,  of  inefficient  officers,  without 
at  the  same  time  divesting  the  Navy  of  some  of 
its  most  gallant  and  effident  sons.  I  here  declare 
frankly  that,  believing  (and  I  am  told  many  others 
believe  it)  that  you  have  done  injustice  ana  wrong 
iu  attempting  to  promote  the  public  service,  the 
public  service  will  not  suffer  if  you  repeal  the 
legislation  and  go  back  and  redress  the  injuries 
you  have  done.  ^ 

The  operation  of  this  law  has  been  to  disband 
the  Navy — to  thin  its  ranks.  Why?  Because 
there  were  too  many  officers  for  the  ships  to  get 
promotion  for  the  juniors.  Commodore  Jones 
says  in  his  nncmorial — and  says  very  strongly — 
that  he  was  disrated  by  five  officers,  all  of  whom 
were  his  juniors.  The  law  did  attempt  to  guard 
against  any  impropriety  that  might  result  from 
interested  motives,  by  saying  thatofficcrs  of  lower 
rank  should  not  pass  on  those  above  them;  but 
the  law  allowed  those  of  equal  rank  to  pass  t>n 
their  fellows.  Seniority  is  very  often  quite  as 
dear  to  an  officer  as  promotion  to  a  higher  com- 
mission; and  that  seniority  has  been  mterfered 
with. 

1  wish  to  be  understood,  Mr.  President.  I 
make  no  assault  whatever  on  the  board.  I  have 
no  doubl  theirs  was  a  most  ungracious  and  un- 
grateful duty.  The  vice  was  in  the  law.  It  was 
not  guarded;  there  were  no  details.  It  was  hur- 
ried through  th<5^^  Senate  during  the  last  days  of 
the  last  sesaion;  passed,  I  think,  on  the  2Bih.  of 
February;  introduced,  to  be  sure,  at  an  earlier 
day.  I  had  no  time  to  consider  it;  I  did  not  even 
rememb^^thttt  ii  had  been  debated ;  but  on  look- 
ing back  to  the  debate  that  took  place  upon  it,  1 
find  that  an  honorable  Senator  from  Delaware 
[Mr.  Batard]  depicted  and  foretold  the  very 
consequences,  which  have  resulted  as  the  conse- 
quences, that  would  result  from  passing  so  imper- 
fect a  law.  His  warnings  were  prophetic.  I  snail 
not  detain  the  Senate  further. 

Mr.  M  ALLORY.  I  desire  to  read  a  passage, 
to  refresh  the  memory  of  my  friend  from  Vir- 
ginia. He  says  that  i  will  fiot  find  in  the  debate 
what  I  asserted  here.  The  debates  are  before  me ; 
and  the  Senate  will  judge  whether  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Virginia  or  myself  is  correct  in  the 
matter  in  dispute  between  us.  During  the  debate 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Commodore  Jones, 
last  year,  the  Senator  from  Virginia  said: 

"  We  Uicre  found  the  honorable  wounds  and  scars  that 
he  had  received  during  the  war.  The  fihoulder  was  utterly 
disabled.  The  joint  was  destroyed.  The  power  of  con- 
trollinf  the  arm  was  gone  ;  and  the  marks  and  cicatrtcea 
were  upon  hi»  person.  He  told  ua  that,  unfortunately  hav- 
U)g  loat  the  control  of  that  side  of  his  pcnton,  be  had  been 
uiiable  to  preserve  his  balance,  and  ibun  fell  upon  the  pavc- 
mrnt.  We  saw  there  the  condition  oChis  person.  He  had 
1(M  the  free  and  eflteient  oontrol  of  tht  muaclea  on  that 
•de." 
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I  said  so;  and  I  read  from  the  debate  \^hen  I 
said  it.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  drawn  into  a  general 
discussion  as  to  the  character  of  the  law.  I 
merely  wish  to  say  a  word  as  to  Gie  last  remark 
that  fell  fVom  the  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia 
in  regard  to  seniority,  that  Commodore  Jones  was 
retired  by  officers  who  were  his  juniors.  sWhy, 
sir,  there  was  no  higher  ^rade  in  the  Navy  from 
which  to  select  than  captains.  He  was  a  captain . 
To  be  sure,  some  had  commissions  junior  to  his; 
but  certainly  the  idea  would  have  been  very  ab- 
surd to  sefect  the  five  oldest  captains,  perhaps  the 
most  inefficient,  to  judge  of  the  inefficiency  of 
others. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Mr.  President,  I  have  been 
e^mong  those  who  have  thought  it  was  proper, 
right,  and  expedient  in  this  case,  as  it  would  be 
generally,  to  leave  the  debate  upon  this  ^at  and 
troublesome  question  until  the  coming  m  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  the  Senate,  so  that, 
having  a  committee. competent  to  instruct  us,  we 
mighjpiave  the  advice  as  well  as  the  well-digested 
information  on  which  to  ^t.  But  that  course 
seems  to  be  impossible;  first,  because  it  is  con- 
trary to  the  constitutional  disposition  of  th^  Sen- 
ate to  let  things  go  that  way;  and  in  the  second 
place,  because  at  least  one  member,  if  not  more, 
of  the  committee  has  discussed  the  subject,  it 
seems,  and  will  continue  the  discussion,  instead 
of  waiting  for  the  meeting  of  the  committee. 
Therefore,  since  this  is  the  custom,  and  since  it 
is  so  sanctioned,  I  will  now  free  my  mind  of 
what  I  have  thought  it  proper  to  say  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  President,  if  we  had  been  constituted, 
not  only  with  two  eyes,  but  with  such  an  arrange- 
ment of  those  eyes  that  we  could  see  different 
sides  of  the  sa^^e  subject  at  the  same  time,  in- 
stead of  one  aide  only,  we  should  probably  make 
our  way  much  more  safely  through  the  world. 
The  whole  trouble  is,  that  although  we  have  two 
eyesy  we  can  see  only  one  side  of  a  subject  at  one 
time.  A  year  ago  the  question  before  Congress 
and  before  the  Senate  was,  whether  the  Navy 
should  be  left  in  the  inefficient  and,  as  it  was 
alleged,  disgraceful  condition  in  which  it  had  ex- 
isted for  many  yeacrs.  I  think  we  unanimously 
said  **  no;  this  Navy  must  be  reformed.  **  Every- 
body knew  there  was  no  way  to  reform  it  except 
hy  reforming  out  of  it  men  who  were  unfit  to  be 
in,  and  retaining  those  who  were  competent, 
qualified,  and  prooer  to  execute  all  its  duties. 
We  all  agreed  to  tJiat;  we  passed  a  law  for  that 
Durpose.  The  object  has  been  attained;  the 
Navy  is  reformed;  but  now  on  the  other  side 
qoroe  up  complainants  who  say  these  proceedings 
are  ail  wrong.  It  may  be  asked,  what  part  of 
them  are  wrong.  The  answer  is,  that  **  tney  are 
uU  wrong;  there  is  nothing  right  at  all;'*  and  from 
the  beginning  of  this  debate  until  this  stage  of  it, 
I  have  heara  scarcely  a  word  said  in  vindication 
of  the  reformation  which  has  been  made ;  but  we 
are  appealed  to  by  our  passions,  by  our  sympa- 
thies, by  our  prejudices,  and  by  our  relations  to 
everybody  who  complains  that  he  is  aggrieved,  to 
an  assault  upon  tlie  reformation  itaeli  by  repeal- 
ing the  act.  I  do  not  think  Congress  is  going  to 
do  that;  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  \^ise.  But, 
at  the  same  time,  it  is  very  apparent  that  in  doing 
this  necessary  work,  it  has  been  done  by  the 
Government  not  only  inef!bctually  in  son3«  re- 
spects, but  injuriously  and  wrongfully  in  regard 
to  the  interests  of  some  naval  officers.  Our  object 
should  be  to  save  the  reform  and  correct  the  in- 
justice which  has  been  done.    . 

The  question  arises,  who  is  to  blame  for  the 
injustice  ?    I  freely  confess  that  I  think  both  Con- 

gress  and  the  Executive  are  to  blame.  I  take 
lame  to  myself  for  not  seeing  a  fault  in  the  con- 
stitution of  thislKtard.  It  was  a  court  practically, 
although  not  in  form.  I  cannot  agree  with  those 
who  think  it  ought  to  have  had  the  forms  and 
process  and  the  rules  of  evidence  that  exist  in 
and  are  applicable  to  courts  of  common  law.  It 
was  indeed  a  court  without  these  requisites,  and 
I  suppose,  in  that  respect,  it  must  necessarily 
have  been,  as  it  was,  imperfect.    But  it  was  a 


court  without  appeal,  without  reserving  a  power 
of  review  anywhere.  Such  a  court  must  neces- 
sarily be  tyrannical  in  its  action,  whether  it  in- 
tended to  be  so  or  not.  It  is  not  possible  for  any 
court,  however  good  its  intentions,  always  to  do 
justice  in  every  case  which  may  come  before  it. 
There  ought  to  be  no  court  wnoso  proceedings 
are  not  to  be  reviewed  before  the  judgment  m 
final. 

Why,  sir,  of  the  causes  that  are  tried  by  the 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  perhaps  one 
twentieth  are  found  to  be  disposed  of  wrongfully 
and  unjustly,  upon  an  appeal  to  the^upreme 
Court  of  the  United  States.  If  courts  which  pro- 
ceed according. to  the  rules  of  the  common  law 
or  the  principles  of  equity,  having  the  benefit  of 
the  well-established  rules  of  evidence,  and  whose 
proceedings  are  subject  to  revision,  commit  these 
mistakes,  it  must  necessarily  happen  that  aboftrd» 
which,  in  fact,  is  a  court  without  any  of  these 
guards,  must  commit  errors.  This  was  the  fault 
of  Congress.  I  think,  however,  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  and  the  President  had  the  power 
to  correct  the  commission  of  injustice.  When 
the  proceedings  came  before  thiem,  what  they 
could  have  done  ^would  have  been  to  suspend 
their  Action  on  the  subject  until  Congress  came 
together;  and  otherwise  they  might  have  under- 
taken to  select  from  the  cases  and  to  distinguish 
between  them»  and  to  approve  what  was  right, 
and  to  reject,  from  the  recommendations  of  the 
board,  what  was  wrong.  In  this  aspect  of  the 
question,  I  think  the  President  could  have  acted 
more  wisely  than  he  has  done.  Still,  I  believe 
he  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  acted  as  we 
acted — meaning  to  io  right,  and  not  on  a  full 
understanding  of  the  case. 

Now ,  then ,  these  difficulties  occur,  and  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress  is  invited  to  them,  and  the  subject 
is  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affieurs.  The 
honorable  Senator  from  Delaware  [Mr.  Clay- 
ton] says,  that  if  that  committee  will  investigate 
and  show  him  that  any  injustice  has  been  done, 
he  will  go  for  correcting  it.  Sir,  I  do  not  want 
it  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afioirs,  or 
any  other  committee,  to  satisfy  me  that  injustice 
has  been  done;  because  I  know  that  a  court-mar^ 
tiol  which  shall  render  so  many  judgments  as 
this,  must  render  some  portion  of -them  errone- 
ously; I  do  not  say  what  portion — ^it  may  be 
one  twentieth,  it  may  be  one  tenth,  it  maybe  one 
4fth;  but  it  is  in  the  nature  of  the  tribunal  itself 
that  it  shall  do  wrong  in  some  coses.  I  think  the 
committee  ought  not  to  be  chared  with  any  such* 
inquiry.  It  is  an  administrative  question;  it  ia 
an  executive  question.  Is  the  Senate's  commit- 
tee so  constituted  as  to  inouire  into  the  conduct 
and  the  merit  or  demerit  or  each  one  of  these  offi- 
cers ?  We  are  only  to  advise  the  Executive  on 
that  point.  The  Executive  must  take  the  re- 
sponsibility. 

It  seems  to  me  that  -Arhat  ought  to  be  done  is 
to  suspend  action  upon  all  the  recommendations 
made  by  the  Presiaent,  grounded  Gpon  the  find- 
ings of  the  board,  and  to  authorize,  by  law,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  in  some  way — I 
do  not  now  say  in  what  way — to  institute  an 
inquiry,  by  way  of  review,  into  the  cases  ofalle^ed 
abuse  or  oppression  under  this  act;  and,  having 
authorized  nim  to  do  so,  let  him  recall  such  of  hi» 
recommendations  as  may  be  based  upon  it  as  he 
chooses,  and  leave  the  rest  for  us  to  act  upon,  or 
moke  such  other  suggestions  as  shaU  be  required 
for  us  to  act  upon  as  constitutional  advisers  of  the 
Execiflive.  Tnie,  I  am  free  to  confess,  has  seemed 
to  me  the  only  way  in  which  we  can  reach  the 
subject,  and  act  upon  it  tvrisely  and  efifectively. 

I  would  not  have  it  tmderstood  from  what  I 
have  said  that  I  am  in  favor  of  sustaining  the 
whole  action  of  this  board.  I  know  that  in  the 
case  of  Lieutenant  Maury,  if  there  was  no  other 
case,  there  was  a  distinguished  mistake.  I  have 
no  reason  to  doubt  there  is  equal  injustice  in  many 
obscure  cases.  While  I  express  myself  thus  de- 
cidedly against  reversing  the  action  of  Congress 
on  the  subject,  and  iu  favor  of  throwing  the  ques- 
tion back  where  it  began,  I  at  the  same  time 
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desire  to  be  understood  as  anxious  to  open  it  to  the 
fullest  extent  for  inquiry  in  every  case.  But  stiH, 
I  am  decidedly  in  favor  of  leaving  to  the  Execu- 
tive the  responsibility  of  his  proper  duties,  while 
we  here  confine  ourselves  to  those  which  belong  I 
to  ourselves — namely,  those  which  are  of  a  legis- 
lative nature  only. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  Mr.  President,  in  what  I  pro- 
pose to  say  now,  I  shall  confine  myself  in  good 
faith  strictly  to  a  few  words  of  explanation;  for 
1  agree  witn  many  who 'have  made  the  sugges- 
tion, that  this  debate  is  out  of  order.  Perhaps, 
upon  the  proper  occasion,  when  my  friend  from 
Florida — the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs — shall  bring  in  his  report,  I  may  offer 
such  amendments  as,  in  my  judgment,  the  occa- 
sion shall  call  for;  but  what  i  rose  mainly  to  say 
now,  was  that  my  friend  from  Florida  took  an 
isolated  remark  of  mine,  and  did  not  give  the 
proem.  I  said,  in  the  bc^nning  of  the  remarks 
which  I  made  last  year,  m  regard  to  the  remis- 
sion of  the  sentence  which  had  been  passed  on 
Commodoi*e  Jones,  that  my  friend  fronr  Virginia 
knew  that  it  'was  with  ^reat  difficulty  I  had  come 
to  the  conclusion  to  join  him  in  that  application. 
Now,  so  far  as  I  can  gather  from  the  tenor  of 
my  remarks  then, as  I  have  read  them,  instead  of 
intending  by  the  vote  which  I  then  gave,  or  by 
the  action  of  the  Senate  which  I  invoked,  to  re- 
verse the  sentence  of  the  court-martial  under 
which  Commodore  Jones  was  suffering,  I  put  it 
expressly  on  the  ground  of  an  honorable  pardon 
in  so  many  words. 

Sir,  in  the  very  language  that  I  then  used,  (for 
I  wish  to  be  correct  on  this  subject,)  I  said  that, 
whilst  I  was  attempting  to  do  what  I  regarded  as 
an  act  of  justice  to  a  worthy  officer,  I  would  not 
do  injustice  to  the  court-martial,  and  I  would  be 
rery  far  from  making  such  remarks  as  would 
sustain  Commodore  Jones  even  in  the  complaint 
that  this  sentence  was  unjust.  There  stand  my 
remarks. 

Now,  with  regard  to  the  passing  remarks  which 
I  made  on  that  occasion,  1  hope  my  friend  will  not 
review  all  of  them, for  perhaps  they  will  not  stand 
the  ordeal;  but,  sir,  Commodore  Jones's  applica- 
tion to  have  his  sentence  remitted  happened  to  be 
about  the  same  month  and  at  the  time  when  he 
fought  the  battle  of  New  Orleans;  and  I  did  then 
say,  perhaps  in  oi*der  to  give  what  I  said  a  stronger 
impression,  that  Commodore  Jones,  mutilated  as 
he  had  been  in  that  engagement  upon  the  very 
month  when  the  application  was  made  here,  might 
come  before  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  as 
Scipio  did  before  the  Roman  Senate,  when  he 
was  arraigned  on  charges,  and  say,  "This  is  the 
day  on  which  I  fought  the  battle  of  Zama." 

Mr.  BROWN.  Mr.  President,  I  am  not  going 
to  engage  in  this  dii^cussion,  especially  on  th^ 
*  points  which  have  been  introduced;  but  it  does 
appear  to  me  that  there  deems  to  be  a  purpose  to 
produce  the  belief  in  the  public  mind  that  the 
officers  who  have  been  displaced  arc  thereby,  in 
aome  mode,  discredited.  I  took  occasion,  the 
other  day,  to  say  that  I  did  not  think  so,  and  that 
I  was  at  a  loss  to  determine  why  others  should 
think  so.  Sir,  is  every  man  who  is  turned  out 
of  office  by  the  President,  and  who  assigns  no 
reasons  for  turning  him  out,  disgraced  thereby? 
Scarcely  a  day  passes  that  the  President  does  not 
send  in  nominations  here  of  A,  B,  and  C  to 
office  in  place  of  D,  E,  and  F,  removed;  and  he 
gives  to  the  displaced  officers  no  reason  why  they 
were  displaced,  nor  does  he  give  to  the  senate 
or  the  country  any  reasons  for  displacing  them. 
They  are  discharged  simply  because  the  remov- 
ing power  thinks  they  are  not  as  efficient  as 
others  might  be. 

Now,  suppose  that  instead  of  this  law  having 
provided  for  a  board,  Congress,  as  it  unquestion- 
ably had  the  right  to  do,  had  directed  that  the 
President  himself  should  discharge  such  {#were 
wholly  inefficient,  furlough  those  who  were  a 
little  more  efficient,  and  retire  those  who  did  not 
come  up  to  the  highest  standard,  and  retain  only 
those  who  were  perfect.  Suppose  this  duty,  in- 
stead of  having  been  confided  to  the  naval  board, 
as  a  mere  advisory  board,  had  been  imposed  on 
the  President,  ani  he  had  done  precisely  what 
has  been  done  by  the  board  with  his  consent  and 
approval,  could  you  have  called  on  the  President 
to  assign  reasons  why  he  dismissed  this  man  or 
the  other  from  office?  Suppose  he  had,  of  his 
own  will,  stricken  A  and  B  from  th^  roll,  and 
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sent  in  the  nominations  of  C  and  D  to  take  their 
places  on  the  roll,  would  the  officers  thus  dis- 
missed have  been  disgraced  ? 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  board  was  simply  an 
advisory  board  to  the  President,  made  so  by  law, 
instead  of  having  been  so  constituted  by  the 
President  of  his  own  will.  The  President  has 
approved  what  they  have  done;  and  you  have  as 
much  right  to  call  on  the  President  to  assign 
reasons  why  he  approved  of  the  action  of  the 
board,  as  you  Have  to  call  on  the  board  to  assign 
reasons  why  they  recommended  to  the  President 
to  do  thus  or  so.  No  man  dismissed,  in  my  judg- 
ment, can  be  dishonored  by  the  act  of  the  Presi- 
dent or  of  the  board. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  Mr.  President,  I  am  charged 
with  the  presentation  of  a  memorial  from  an  offi- 
cer on  this  subject,  which  it  will  take  but  a  mo- 
ment to  present,  and  which  will  not  interfere 
with  the  debate,  if  gentlemen  see  fit  to  indulge 
in  it. 

The  PRESIDENT.  There  is  a  question  pend- 
ing on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Tennessee, 
to  take  up  the  resolution  to  which  he  has  referred. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  I  propose  to  present  a  memo- 
rial from  a  naval  officer,  and  it  will  not  interfere 
with  the  debate  on  that  resolution. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  give  way  to  the 
Senator  from  Connecticut.  % 

Mr.  FOSTER.  Mr.  President,  I  desire  to  pre- 
sent the  memorial  of  Janies  Thomas  McDonough, 
late  a  lieutenant  in  the  naval  service,  who  resiaes 
in  Middletown,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut.  He 
states  that  he  entered  the  Navy  in  1826  as  a  mid- 
shipman, and  that  it  was  then  his  intention  to 
devote  the  remainder  of  his  life  to  the  service  of 
his  country;  that  he  continued  faithfully,  to  the 
best  of  his  ability,  to  do  so,  for  aperiod  of  twenty 
years,  when,  in  consequence  of  injuries  to  his 
health  received  in  the  service,  he  became  inca- 
pacitated for  the  performance  of  active  duty  in 
his  profession.  He  continued  thus  until  the  last 
year,  when,  without  notice,  without  a  hearing, 
without  a  trial,  he  was  dropped  from  the  service 
and  his  name  stricken  from  the  rolls  of  the  Navy. 

He  states  further,  that  at  his  present  period  of 
life,  even  if  he  were  not  physically  incapable, 
which  he  is,  of  resorting  to  otlier  modes  of  sub- 
sistence, he  at  the  present  time  has  no  mode  by 
which  to  procure  a  decent  livelihood.  He  has 
no  nearer  relatives  than  the  children  of  the  late 
Commodore  McDonough,  into  whose  family  he 
was  received  when  a. youth. 

He  asks  that  the  facts  sets  forth  in  his  petition 
may  be  investigated,  and  that  if  they  are  found 
to  be  true,  which  he  is  confident  they  will  be,  he 
will  be  restored  so  far  to  his  position  in  the  Navy 
as  to  be  placed  on  the  retired  list,  with  such  means 
of  support  simply  as  will  savehimself  from  being 
a  burden  upon  his  friends  or  a  charge  upon  the 
public. 

I  said  that  I  did  not  propose  to  n^^e  any  com- 
ments upon  the  merits  of  this  case.  J  do  not.  I 
shall  move  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs;  and  I  have  full  confidence  that 
that  committee  will  recommend  such  action  as 
may  be  just  and  liberal  toward  this  officer.  I 
may  be  pardoned  for  adding  that  it  would  seem 
to  me  to  be  a  reproach  to  the  Senate,  if  an  appli- 
cation of  this  aescription,  coming  fVom  a  man 
bearing  the  name  of^  McDonough,  and  closely 
alUed  by  relationship  to  him  whose  gallant  deeds 
shed  so  bright  a  luster  on  the  Navy  and  on  his 
country,  should  not  be  entertained  in  a  spirit  not 
merely  of  simple  justice,  but  of  generosity. 

The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Aflfairs. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  I  present  the  memorial  of 
Captain  Joseph  Smoot,  of  the  United  States  Navy, 
praying  rehef  from  the  action  of  th«  late  naval 
Doard.  This  gentleman  states  that  he  entered 
the  Navy  in  1809.  He  served  under  Lawrence 
and  Bidale,  and  was  in  the  two  ^lant  actions  in 
which  the  Hornet  and  the  Penguin  were  captured. 
He  has  been  altogether  about  twenty-fifve  years 
in  sea  service,  and  he  has  rendered  much  service 
on  shore.  He  has  a  sound  constitution,  as  he 
says,  and  is  in  vigorous  health.  I  know  him  and 
believe  this  to  be  the  fact.  He  has,  to  be  sure,  a 
very  great  abundance  of  silver  hair;  but  in  that 
he  aulfers  a  calamity,  if  calamity  it  be,  in  common 
with  so  many  young  gentlemen,  members  of  this 
body,  that  I  suppose  it  will  hardly  be  considered 
ground  of  inefficiancy . 


Now,  sirj  I  have  stated  briefly  the  contenta  of 
his  petition.  I  shall  not  go  into  the  discussion 
which  I  think  has  been  somewhat  inopportune, 
and  certainly  very  desultory.  I  will  only  wy 
that  I  am  disposea  to  unite  with  the  members  of 
this  body  wno  think  it  proper,  when  they  a« 
satisfied  a  clear  case  of  injustice  has  occurred,  to 
do  everything  m  their  power  to  remedy  it;  but 
we  cannot  disguise  from  ourselves  the  fact  thai 
the  manner  in  which  any  remedy  for  injostice 
of  this  sort  shall  be  provided  presents  a  question 
of  exceeding  difficulty  and  nicety.  |>(ot  a  no- 
tleman  wholias  spoken  here,  earnest  and  ardent 
as  many  of  them  seem  to  be,  has  suggytcd  aoT> 
thing  Uke  a  remedy.  It  is  always  proper  m 
cases,  whether  any  difficulty  is  presented  or  not, 
that  the  subject  should  not  oe  disposed  of  on  ex 
parie  considerations  or  discussions.  A  committee 
of  the  Senate,  whose  duty  it  is  to  give  it  a&ir 
and  flill  investigation,  should  perform  that  doty 
We  are  referring  petitions  every  day  vitb  that  . 
view.  I  think  it  is  peculiarly  proper  in  this  case, 
which  is  one  of  adnutted  difficulty,  that  we  should 
not  undertake  to  decide  here,  or  even  to  discoss 
here,  until  the  committee  has  in  private  entered 
into  all  the  considerations  which  belong  to  ibe 
subject.  When  they  shall  be  prepared  to  report, 
I  shall  be  as  ready  as  any  one  else  to  concur  with 
those  gentlemen  who  think  it  their  duty  to  remedf 
any  injustice. 

The  memorial  waa  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Afifairs. 

«      PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  MASON  presented  a  paper  signed  byR. 
H.  Chilton,  major  in  the  United  States  Army, 
formerly  commanding  Port  Kearny,  Orejon 
route,  in  favor  of  granting  to  the  troops  at  thai 
fort  the  same  amount  of  extra  pay  as  waa  allowed 
those  at  Fort  Laramie;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  PEARCE  pr<»sented  a  petition  of  the 
Merchants*  Exchange  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
praying  for  the  incorporation  of  the  Merchanu 
and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Washington,  and  the 
Washington  Insurance  Company  in  said  District; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PEARCE,  it  was 

Ordered;  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  Phaip  B-  i- 
Fries,  praying  for  pajtnent  of  a  balance  of  dptwntarebwdi 
with  interentj  on  the  flics  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  Uk 
Court  of  Clatms. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  it  wm 

Ordered,  That  the  papers  in  the  esse  of  John  Gowtte 
withdrawn  fttMn  the  flies  of  the  Senate,  and  refened  tb  tke 
Cmnmittee  on  Naval  A  flairs. 

TERRITORY  OF  KANSAS. 

Mr.  Sidney  Webster,  the  Secretary  of  the 
President,  appeared  below  the  bar  and  said: 

I  am  directed  by  the  President  of  the  Cnit^ 
States  to  deUver  to  the  Senate  several  messages 
in  writinff. 

Mr.  MASON..  I  will  suggest  to  the  Senaw 
"that  a  message  has  just  been  received  from  the 
President  which,  on  looking  at  it,  I  find  is  of  im- 
portance, and  may,  perhaps,  make  it  necewirT 
that  it  should  be  at  once  read  to  the  Senate,  j 
submit  to  the  Senate,  therefore,  that^e  Chair 

Firesent  that  message  and  let  us  hear  what  it  »?• 
ts  reading  may  possibly  make  it  necessary  that 
we  should  revoke  our  order  to  adjourn  over. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will  pre«nt 
the  message  of  the  President  of  the  United  Siftt?s. 

The  Secretary  read  the  message.  It  will  w 
found  in  the  House  proceedings. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Mr.  President,  when  tb« 
President  of  the  United  States  sent  bis  annual 
message  to  Congrest,  a  large  portion  of  it  J** 
found  to  refer  to  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  anoJJ 
the  qiiestions  which  were  supposed  to  be  kind/^ 
to  the  great  questions  which  were  to  come  befof« 
Congress  in  relation  to  that  Territory.  Th*''*J 
the  concluding  part  of  his  messa^.  It  seemefl 
to  me  ill-timed.  It  set  forth  principles  and  dof' 
trines  which  seemed  to  me  heretical— whifj 
seemed  to  me  wanting  in  all  the  elements  ot 
statesmanship.  But  wnile  this  was  the  F"^!^ 
tion  of  the  message,  its  exordium  was  occupi^ 
with  laying  before  Congress  information  about  tn- 
critical  state  of  our  relations  with  a  foreign  pov^J 
— the  greatest,  ih^e  most  grasping,  and  the  ni<^ 
rapacious  in  the  world.  It  was  made  a  <l^^J"J:  < 
in  th«  Senate,  whether  thoss  who  differw  &o» 
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the  President  in  regard  to  the  matters  discussed 
in  the  conclusion  of  the  message  ,'^'Would  sustain 
the  nation  in  tlie  attitude  which  the  President  of 
the  United  States  had  given  it  in  regard  to  itsfor- 
ei^  relations.  To  the  end  that,  so  far  as  one  so 
humble  as  myself  was  .concerned,  there  might  be 
no  difficulty  about  that  question,  I  distinctly 
stated  that  I  should  forego  any  remark  upon  all 
the  other  matters  contained  in  the  message,  and 
I  gave  my  distinct  assurance  Jo  the  Aaminis- 
tration  and  to  the  country,  that  to  the  best  of 
my  judgment,  and  knowledge,  and  ability,  I 
should  sustain  the  Government  in  the  position  it 
had  assumed  in  regard  to  its  foreign  relations. 
We  have  Just  now  postponed  that  great  question 
until  Monday.  It  needs  all  the  Imrmony,  as  it 
needs  all  the  wisdom,  cmd  I  fear  will  need  all  tlie 
firmness,  of  the  Senate  to  meet  that  question.  I 
am  ready — I  trust  others  will  be — to  show  the 
country,  Great  Britain,  and  the  world,  that,  if 
we  have  differences  among  ourselves  about  do- 
mestic questions,  we  are  still  a  united,  a  harmo- 
nious people  in  regard  to  those  which  concern 
other  nations. 

1  will  now  forbear,  imder  these  considerations, 
on  the  same  ground,  if  such  shall  be  the  pleasure 
of  the  Senate,  to  speak  one  word,  I  do  not  say 
of  complaint — I  will  not  use  so  strong  a  term — 
one  word  of  dissent,  shall  I  say,  from  what  has 
lueen  alleged  in  the  message  we  have  just  re- 
ceived concerning  a  domestic  subject,  diflfering, 
as  every  one  knows  how  much  it  does,  from  the 
opinions  and  views  of  policy  which  I  entertain, 
and  which  are  entertamed  by  a  portion,  I  will 
not  say  how  lai^e,  of  this  House,  and  of  the 
other  House  of  Congress. 

I  trust  that  it  will  he  the  pleasure  of  the  friends 
of  the  Administration  to  let  that  message  either 
He  upon  the  table,  or  pass  at  once,  as  shall  be 
their  choice,  to  the  Committee  on  Territories,  to 
receive  their  consideration;  sfiying  for  myself, 
however,  that  when  the  time  shall  come  for  ac- 
tion upon  this  question  in  the  opinion  of  a  ma- 
jority of  my^peers  here,  (and  it  is  for  them  to 
say  whether  it  shall  interfere  with  foreign  ques- 
tions or  not,)  then  I  will  endeavor  to  make  good 
an  opposition  to  the  policy,  to  the  principles, and 
to  the  sentiments  which  are  contained  in  the 
message  which  has  been  this  day  laid  before  the 
Senate,  at  a  time  and  under  circumstances  so  in- 
auspicious to  its  consideration. 

Mr.  MASON.  Mr.  President,  there  are  two 
recommendations  in  the  message,  as  I  understand 
it;  one,  that  an  appropriahon  should  be  made  to 
meet  some  contingent  necessity  that  may  or  may 
not  arise  in  reference  to  the  alleged  disorders  in 
the  Territory  of  Kansas.  The  other  is  on  the 
expediency  of  making  provision,  by  legislation, 
for  the  people  of  that  Territory  to  form  them- 
selves into  a  State,  if  the  time  shall  have  arrived 
to  make  it  proper  to  do  so.  It  has  struck  me, 
on  considering  it,  that  the  proper  reference  would 
be  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  That 
committee  ought  to  determine,  under  the  Consti- 
tution, whether  the  time  has  arrived  for  the  people 
of  Kansas  to  pass  from  a  territorial  condition  to 
that  of  a  State;  and  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, I  presume,  are  as  competent  as  any  other 
to  determine  whether  there  is  any  existing  con- 
tingencj^roper  for  an  appropriation.  I  move, 
therefore,  that  the  message  be  printed,  and  that 
it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  tlie  Judiciary. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  message  wiU  be 
printed,  as  a  matter  of  course. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  have  a  word  to  say  upon 
the  question  oL  referring  this  message  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  Formerly,  when 
States  were  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union  and 
Territories  made  application  to  be  admitted,  or 
to  hold  conventions  for  the  purpose  of  forming 
State  constitutions,  it  was  tne  uniform  practice 
to  refer  such  messages,  papers,  and  documents 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary;  but  five  or 
six  years  ago  it  was  thought  otherwise,  and  a 
difiV'rent  disposition  was  made  of  such  subjects. 
I  then  contended,  as  the  debates  will  show,  that 
referring  these  matters  to  the  Committee  on  Ter- 
ritories was  rev?rsing  the  practice  of  the  Senate, 
but  I  was  overruled;  and  i  was  perfectly  willing 
to  be  overruled,  so  far  aa  regarded  my  personal  or 
my  official  connection  with  the  subject.  As  these 
questions  have  within  the  last  five  or  six  years 
been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Territories,  I 
do  not  Uiink  that  the  Committes  on  the  Judiciary 


should  now  have  this  matter  placed  upon  them 
and  within  their  jurisdiction,  aftef  the  solemn 
decision  of  the  Senate;  but  if  the  Senate  should 
think  so,  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  take  upon  my- 
self, as  far  as  I  am  connected  with  that  commit- 
tee, the  duty  to  the  country  and  to  the  Executive 
in  good  faitli.  I  must  insist,  however,  as  a  matter 
somewhat  of  official  pride,  that  it  shall  not  go  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  after  the  decision 
which  has  heretofore  been  made  on  the  subject. 
It  was  taken  from  my  committeo  and  given  to 
the  Committee  on  Territories  in  the  case  of  Cali- 
fornia, and  in  similar  cases  which  avose  at  that 
time.  I  therefore  submit  that  this  message  should 
take  the  usual  course  which  has  prevailed  for 
some  years  past,  and  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Territories. 

1  wish  the  distinguished  Senator  from  Illinois, 
[Mr.  Douglas,]  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Territories,  were  here.  I  am  sure  he  would  be 
willing,  with  his  usual  courage  and  ability,  to 
incur  the  responsibility  of  making  a  response, 
by  report,  to  this  very  able  and  lucid  niessage. 
In  regard  to  its  merits,  I  diffi?r  from  the  Senator 
from  New  York,  (Mr.  Seward;]  but  I  shall  not 
go  into  that  quesuon.  The  Senator  says  it  was 
unstatesmanlike,  as  well  as  I  can  understand 
him,  in  the  communication  made  by  the  Presi- 
dent heretofore  in  his  annual  message,  to  advert 
to  the  matters  connected  with  the  organization 
of  the  Territory  of  Kansas.  Well,  sir,  it  is  a 
sin^lar  thing  that  the  gentleman  should  make  a 
criucism  of  that  kind,  when  there  is  not  a  news- 
paper in  the  United  States,  no^a  State  Legislature, 
nor  an  Executive  message,  that  does  not  treat  of 
it;  and  I  will  venture  to  say  that  it  is  a  subject 
that  engrosses  the  public' mind  more  than  all 
others.  That  is  the  very  subject  which  the 
Senator  from  New  York  says  it  was  unstated* 
manlike  for  the  Executive  of  the  United  States 
to  notice!  I  need  not  comment  on  that  state- 
ment. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  would  not  have  even  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  to  labor  under  a 
mistake,  much  less  have  him  send  such  a  misap- 
prehension to  the  country.  I  did  not  characterize , 
as  the  honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
supposes — at  least  I  did  not  intend  to  characterize 
that  part  of  the  message  to  which  ho  refers  as 
unstatesmanlike.  What  I  intended  to  say,  and 
what,  according  to  my  recollection,  1  did  say, 
was,  that  that  part  of  the  message  contained 
views  which  I  thought  were  unstatesmanlike 
views,  which  were  unstatesmanlike  according  to 
my  understanding,  and  not  that  the  message  was 
unstatesmanlike  in- presenting  the  subject.  If,  in 
what  I  did  say,  there  was  anything  liable  to  be 
misapprehended,  I  beg  to  recall  those  remarks. 
My  purpose  is,  that  the  message  shall  stand  now 
unquestioned,  reserving  the  right  to  speak  to  it 
as  my  duty  requires  on  an  occasion  that  shall  be 
suitable,  and  not  prejudicial  to  great  national  in- 
terests arising  out  of  our  relations  to  a  foreign 
country. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  Mr.  President,  I  think  we 
have  great  i-eason  to  congratulate  ourselves  on  the 
spirit  that  has  been  evinced  since  the  message 
was  introduced;  and  I  hope  that  not  a  solitary 
word  that  can  be  supposed  to  be  a  harsh  one  will 
be  uttered  upon  this  occasion  from  any  quarter 
whatever.  A  difference  of  opinion  has  arisen 
between  the  Senators  from  Virginia  and  South 
Carolina  in  regard  to  the  committee  to  which  the 
message  should  be  sent.  Sir,  the  message  pre- 
sents a  great  occasion  for  the  exertion  of  all  the 
patriotism  and  all  the  statesmanlike  oualities  the 
Senate  possesses.  We  have  received  tne  message, 
and  should  consider  it  with  the  utmost  care  and 
the  strictest  regard  for  justice  to  all  parts  of  the 
country.  I  would  resort,  at  this  moment,  when 
the  national  feeling  is  so  much  excited  on  this 
topic,  to  the  old-fashioned  precedents  that  have 
governed  the  Senate  on  similar  occ>asions  hereto- 
fore. I  think  that  it  presents  a  suitable  occasion 
for  us  to  organize  a  select  committee  of  thirteen, 
or  perhaps  fewer,  members  of  the  Senate,  to  be 
selected  by  the  Chair,  for  the  pilVpose  of  settling 
all  the  questions  embraced  in  the  message.  If  it 
be  in  order,  then,  I  will  move  for  the  appointment 
of  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  CASS.  1  rise  to  interrupt  my  friend  from 
Delaware,  but  I  know  he  will  excuse  me.  I  agree 
with  the  Senator  from-New  York,  that  itis better 
to  print  this  message  ond  send  it  to  a  committer. 


I  am  afraid  that  if  the  honorable  Senator  form 
Delaware  goes  on  with  some  new  proposition, 
we  shall  be  led  into  an  interminable  discussion  at 
present.  I  would  therefore  sugj^est  whether  the 
proposition  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia is  not  best  to  refer  it  at  once  to  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  shall  not  object  if  that  be 
thought  proper;  but  if  on  a  ftiture  occasion  it  be 
thought  necessary  to  oro^nize  such  a  committee 
as  I  have  suggested,  I  shall  be  perfectly  willing 
to  concur  in  that.  My  only  apprehension  was 
that  a  standing  committee  of  the  Senate  might 
not  arrive  at  such  a  conclusion  as  would  satisfy 
the  whole  body. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  beg  le^ve,  in  the  spirit  in 
which  I  have  addressed  the  Senate  before,  and 
which  has  been  so  frankly  and  kindly  responded 
to  on  all  sides  of  the  House,  to  suggest  to  the 
Senate — (but  I  shall  not  insist  on  the  pointj  if  I 
am  overruled  I  shall  submit) — but  I  wish  to  sug- 
gest that,  according  to  our  understanding  of  the 
committees  of  this  body,  which  committees  Were 
made  by  a  majority  of  the  Senate  and  the  friends 
of  the  President,  there  is  upon  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  no  person  understood  to  represent 
the  views  of  tliose  wno  are  opposed  to  the  prin- 
ciples contained  in  the  present  message,  while  on 
the  other  hand  there  is  on  the  Committee  on  Ter- 
ritories one  of  bur  number.  We  think  it  would 
be  just,  as  well  as  generous,  fb  give  us  a  hearing 
on  the  committee,  but  we  do  not  insist  upon  it, 
because  we  defer  Until  the  proper  occasion  to 
state  our  views  and  maintain  our  principles.  The 
value  of  a  report  from  any  committee  wdl  depend 
on  the  measure  of  impartiality  it  shall  be  known 
td  exercise. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  on  the 
motion  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia  to  refer  the 
communication  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary. / 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  understand  that  the  motion 
of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Delaware  to  raise 
a  new- committee  hasprecedence. 

The  PRESIDENT.  A  motion  to  refer  a  sub- 
ject to  a  standing  committee  takes  preference  of 
a  proposition  for  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  hope  that,  in  the  spirit  in 
which  this  debate  commenced,  it  will  end.  I  do 
not  think  it  proper— I  do  not  think  it  would  tend 
to  harmony — to  send  this  message  to  a  committee 
composed  of  gentlemen  altogether  of  one  political 
complexion.  I  think  that  all  sections  of  the  Union 
should  be  represented,  arid  fairly  represented,  on 
such  a  committee,  in  order  that  we  may  attain 
the  great  object  we  aim  at,  which  is  "  Peace, 
peace,  peace.**  Now,  sir,  we  shall  not  attain 
anything  by  sending  it  to  a  comimtte?  exclusively 
of  one  political  complexion ;  and  it  does  seem  to 
me  now,  as  it  did  at  first,  tha^  the  fairest  mode* 
and  that  by  which  we  should  arrive  at  the  great- 
est good,  would  be  to  refer  it  to  a  committee  of 
thirteen,  if  that  number  is  preferred,  or  to  a  less 
number,  if  thd*Senate  prefer  that — at  any  rate  to 
a  select  committee. 

The  PRESIDENT  Does  the  Senator  from 
Virginia  insist  on  his  motion  ? 

Mr.  BUTLER.     I  hope  not. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  did  not  look  to  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  Committee  on  Territories  in  reference 
to  the  phase  of  opinion  that  might  be  represented 
there  on  the  questions  involved  in  the  message, 
altliough  I  dia  know,  as  has  been  stated  by  tno 
Senator  from  New  York,  that  all  the  committees, 
or  the  majority  of  them  at  least,  were  constituted 
iby  the  dominant  party  of  this  body;  I  had  refer- 
ence, chiefly,  to  the  fact  that  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Territories  [Mr.  Douglas]  was 
absent,  detained  from  his  seat  by  indisposition, 
and  that  the  committee  was  not  full:  who  else 
was  upon  that  committee  I  did  not  recollect;  but 
it  did  seem  to  me  that  it  would  be  proper  to  refer 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  the  questions 
raised  by  this  message.  What  are  they?  They 
are  Questions  as  to  the  construction  of  the  terri- 
torial laws — the  departure  of  a  revolutionary 
character  from  those  laws.  A  question  is  also 
I  suggested,  how  far  it  is  proper,  with  regard  to 
;  the  Constitution,  to  invite  (for  it  seems  to  be 
rather  an  invitation)  by  legislation  the  people 
now  there  to  organize  themselves  as  a  political 
community,  and  present  themselves  as  a  State. 
All  these  questions  seem  to  me  proper  questions 
for  the   Committee  on   the  Judiciary,  having 
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charge  of  the  general  laws  of  the  land,  and  their 
construction  and  application. 

1  did  not  recollect  what  has  been  stated  by  my 
honorable  friend  from  South  Carolina,  that  ques- 
tions which  he  considered  appropriate  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  haa,  on  former  oo- 
cosions,  been  taken  from  that  committee  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Territories.  Yieldino^ 
to  his  recollection,  for  I  do  not  remember  how  it 
was,  I  would  say  that  there  seems  to  me  to 
be  this  difference,  so  far,  at  least,  as  California 
cmd  New  Mexico  were  concerned, — they  were 
proper  territorial  questions  because  they  had 
never  been  organized  as  Territories  at  all,  but 
asked  for  admission  into  the  Union  without 
having  gone  through  the  preliminary  form.  It 
would  seem,  then,  proper,  prima  facie  at  least,  that 
those  questions  should  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Territories.  But  here  are  questions  on  the  con- 
struction of  law,  tlie  power  of  the  Governor  which 
is  canvassed  in  the  message  of  the  President,  and 
the  power  of  the  people  to  disregard  existing  laws, 
and  to  provide  laws  for  themselves  by  what  1 
understand  the  message  to  term  a  revolutionary 
movement.  These  are  questions  I  think  proper 
for  the  Committee  on  tne  Judiciary;  and,  al- 
though I  admit  the  force  of  the  suggestion  made 
by  the  Senator  from  New  York,  that  there  would 
be  a  propriety  in  referring  it  to  a  committee 
where  opinions  of  the  character  to  whic^  he  al- 
ludes are  represented — and  I  did  not  know  that 
there  were  not  such  upon  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary — I  am  not  disposed  to  withdraw  my 
motion  to  refer  the  subject  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judicidry. 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Tennessee.  Mr.  President,  I 
feel  myself  called  upon  to  make  a  few  remarks 
from  tne  consideration  that  I  am  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Territories,  although  I  should  be 
very  glad  to  be  excused  from  the  duty  of  ^ying 
a  word.  1  do  not  know  that  the  maxim  or  rule 
prevails  in  regard  to  the  committees  of  the  Senate 
now  as  formerly,  the  old  common-law  maxim  of 
the  judges  of  England,  that  a  court  or  any  other 
tribunal  should  assume  all  the  jurisdiction  which 
they  thought  they  had  a  right  to  exercise  by  pre- 
cedent or  the  ordinary  rules  of  proceeding.  I 
belike  that,  for  the  last  five  or  six  years  at  all 
events,  the  Committee  on  Territories  might  right- 
fully claim  jurisdiction  over  this  subject,  and  I 
do  not  know  but  that  it  would  be  regarded  as 
some  degree  of  disparagement  if  the  Senate  as  a 
body  now  should,  oecause  of  the  absence  of  the 
cnairman  of  that  committee,  refer  this  message  to 
a  committee  which  has  not  usually  had  jurisdic- 
tion of  most  of  the  subjects  at  least  wnich  are 
alluded  to  in  the  message. 

Upon  the  Oommittce  on  Territories  is  my  friend 
from  Iowa,  [Mr.  Jones.]  I  know,  from  having 
consulted  'W'ith  him^at  he  would  prefer  that  the 
subject  should  be  referred  to  some  other  commit- 
tee; but  I  do  not  see  that  there  are  any  sufiicient 
considerations  why  he  should  not  maintain  the 
position  in  respectability  of  the  T^ommittee  to 
which  he  belongs,  by  insisting  tliat  this  message 
should  go  to  them,  and  that  we  nave  some  capacity 
to  examine  these  questions,  in  the  absence  of  our 
chairman,  although  I  will  admit,  for  myself,  that 
the  committee  is  by  no  means  of  an  cauaJ  capacity 
withwhat  it  would  be  if  the  honorable  chairman 
were  present.  But  could  not  that  defect  be  reme- 
died? I  should  not  think  it  any  derogation  of  our 
rank  and  position  on  the  committee,  at  least  for 
myself,  being  one  of  the  most  humble  members 
upon  it,  if  the  Senate  should  think  proper  to 
,  appoint  a  temporary  chairman. 

The  difficulties  in  regard  to  California  and  New 
Mexico  were  very  much  in  the  nature  of  the  ques- 
tions nqw  sulimitted,  except  one  proposition*  as 
to  the  validity  of  the  legislative  proceedings  of  the 
Territorial  Legislature  of  Kansas  when  their  re- 
moved the  seat  of  government  from  the  Jllace 
appointed  in  the  first  instance,  I  suppose  bjrcom- 
petent  authority,  and  adjourned  from  that  point 
to  another  without  the  consent  of  the  Executive. 
I  believe,  with  the  honorable  Senator  from  Dela- 
ware, that  it  would  not  be  so  satisfactory  to  refer 
the  whole  of  tliig  message  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  unless  there  were  some  gentlemen 
on  it  who  could  be  understood  fairly  to  represent 
the  predominant  spirit  in  some  portions  of  the 
Union.  They  would  feel  better  satisfied  if  their 
side  of  the  question  had  been  examined  by  gen- 
tlem«n  who  had  no  prejudgment,  and  who  baa  by 


no  former  action  of  their  own  indicated  opinions 
and  sentiments  which  would  be  inconsistent  with 
a  full  and  fair  inquiry. 

For  myself,  however,  I  wish  to«say  that  I  shall 
feel  it  to  be  no  particular  dispaitigement  to  me  if 
the  subject  shall  not  be  referred  tc?  the  Commit- 
tee on  Territories.  I  should  submit  very  cheer- 
fully— indeed  I  may  say  that  upon  any  other 
ground,  except  the  last  one  I  mentioned,  1  should 
prefer  to  be  relieved  from  the  responsibility  of 
examining  such  a  number  of  importsuit  questions 
as  are  presented  in  this  paper — one  of  the  most 
interesting^  iind  most  important  that  has  been 
submitted  to  Congress,  and  which  will  of  course 
lead  to  lengthened  inquiry  and  investigation,  and 
perhaps  to  an  excitement  which  has  never  been 
surpassed  in  importance.  So  far  as  the  questions 
involved  are  connected  with  tlie  harmony,  con- 
tinued prosperity,  and  peace  of  this  country,  it  is 
a  subject  wnich  may  well  command  the  deepest 
attention  of  the  Senators  most  conversant  with 
the  legal  questions  which  arc  presented  in  it  as 
well  as  those  ciuestions  connected  with  other  De- 
partments of  tne  public  service  and  with  another 
great  interest.  Whether  or  not  the  whole  mes- 
sage shall  be  submitted  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  I  think  tliere  is  one  subject  which 
ought  particularly  to  be  considered  by  that  com- 
mittee. I  would  suggest  a  course  which  form- 
erly I  know  was  pursued  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  perhaps  in  the  Senate.  The  prac- 
tice in  the  other  House  is,  I  believe,  to  dissect  a 
message,  and  refer  such  parts  of  it  as  relate  to 
one  subject,  and  are^vithin  the  peculiar  jurisdic- 
tion and  province  of  one  committee,  to  that 
committee,  and  so  to  ^o  through  an  entire  mes- 
sage, and  refer  its  various  parts  to  the  different 
committees  hating  proper  jurisdiction  over  them. 
I«8hall  be  very  glad  if  the  question  to  which  I 
allude  could  be  submitted  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary.  By  that  course  I  should  feel  re- 
lieved of  personal  responsibility  and  labor. 

I  have  thought  myself  called  upon  as  a  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Territories  to  express  these 
views.  I  think  there  are  very  few  gentlemen 
who  might  not  feel  somewhat  sensitive  in  regard 
to  the  honor  of  the  committee  in  the  treatment 
which  it  is  to  receive  at  the  hands  of  the  Senate, 
because  the  chairman  does  not  happen  to  be  here. 
As  he  is  not  here,  I  would  say,  put  the  most  dis- 
tinguished man  in  the  Senate  on  that  committee 
as  chairman. 

Mr.  BUTLER.    Who  is  he? 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Tennessee.  The  honorable 
Senator  from  South  Carolina.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  WILSON.  Mr.  President,  I  hope  the  Sen- 
ate will  refer  this  message  to  the  Committee  on 
Territories.  I  hope  so  for  the  reason  that  upon  that 
conmiittee,  by  the  extraordinary  magnanimity  of 
the  majority  of  the  Senate,  there  is  a  member  who 
represents  the  views  of  a  minority  of  the  Senate, 
and  in  my  judgment,  at  tlie  same  time  of  a  decisive 
majority  of  the  country.  I  hope,  therefore,  sir,  that 
the  m*»ssage  will  so  to  a  committee  that  has  upon 
it  a  distinguLshed  gentleman,  [Mr.  Collamer,] 
who  will  express  the  wishes  of  a  minority  of  the 
Senate,  and  at  the  same  time,  in  my  judgment,  a 
majority  of  the  country.  Upon  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  there  is  no  member  that  does  rep- 
resent a  minority  of  the  Senate,  unless  there  are 
upgn  that  committee  gentlemen  who  now  occupy 
positions  entirely  anta^onistical  to  those  they 
have  heretofore  occupied.  I  hope  this  subject 
will  go  to  the  Committee  on  Territories,  but,  above 
all,  1  hope  it  will  not  be  referred  to  a  lai^  special 
committee,  as  suggested  by  the  Senator  from 
^)e  la  ware 

Mr.  SEWARD.  The  Senator  from  Delaware 
withdraws  that  suggestion;  he  does  not  make  the 
motion. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  am  glad  that  the  motion  is 
withdrawn,  and  that  we  are  to  have  no  large 
committee — that  no  omnibus  measures  or  compro- 
mise measures  are  to  be  proposed  m  the  Senate 
at  the  present  time  in  regard  to  the  Kansas  ques- 
tion. 

This  message  is  before  us.  It  will  go  out  to 
the  country.  Senators  have  spoken  of  the  calm 
manner  in  which  it  has  been  received  by  the  Sen- 
ate. I  have  no  disposition  at  this  time  to  break 
this  harmony.  I  will  say,  however,  that  I  see 
nothing  in  the  spirit  of  this  document,  or  of  that 
other  message,  which  came  to  us  arraigning  a 
lar^  portion  of  the  country,  reading  lectures  to 


men  who  morally  and  intellectually  mighty  nitH 
propriety,  read^ctures  to  the  author  of  this  mes- 
sage— I  say,  sir,  I  see  nothing  in  the  toue  and 
spirit  of  the  message,  misrepresenting, as  ii  does, 
men  who  call  no  man  masier,  and  who  wish  lo 
make  no  man  a  slave — men  who  "  do  not  pereaade 
themselves,**  to^uote  the  expressive  words  of  the 
Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  "  that 
liberty  is  an  evil,  or  slavery  a  blessing'*— ihat  de- 
mands of  the  Senate  or  the  country  the  exercise 
of  any  great  degree  of  charity  or  forbearance. 

This  message  relates  to  the  people  of  Kansas, 
who  arc  endeavoring  to  protect  themselves;  who 
have  adopted  the  only  practicable  mode  in  their 
power  to  protect  their  lives,  their  liberties,  and 
their  property  against  armed  invaders.  It  refen 
to  their  acts  as  revolutionary.  Sir,  their  posi- 
tion is  an  extraordinary  one,  but  I  do  not  believe 
that  there  is  anything  m  their  action  of  areToiu- 
tioniiry  purpose  or  a  rebellious  character.  Ex- 
traordinary as  is  the  position  of  that  people  beffire 
the  country,  they  have  been  driven  to  it  by  out- 
rages unparalleled  in  the  history  of  this  country 
or  of  the  civilized  world;  and  in  the  spirit  of 
freemen,  in  the  spirit  of  men  capable  of  main- 
taining their  rights,  they  have  accepted  the  doc- 
trine of  squatter  sovereignty  in  its  broadest  seo^, 
and  organized  a  State  government  to  protect  ihcm 
against  armed  invasions  from  Missouri,  and  the 
acts  of  an  incompetent  and  treacherous  ExecutiTc, 
pled|^ed  to  execute,  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet, 
the  inhuman  enactments  or  a  Legislature  forced 
upon  the  actual  settlers  of  that  Territory  by  armed 
invaders,  under  the  lead  of  a  man  who  once  pr^ 
sided  over  the  Senate. 

Mr.  STUART.  Mr.  President,  I  desire  to  My 
a  few  words  in  respect  to  this  proposition,  and 
only  a  very  few.  In  saying  them,  1  shall  follow 
the  example  of  the  distinguished  Senators  from 
New  York  and  Delaware,  and  others  whohiw 
spoken  upon  the  subject,  rather  than  that  of  the 
gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his  scat.  I  doubt 
not  that,  when  the  honorable  Senator  firom  New 
York  arose  to  speak  on  this  aueslion,  he  ro»e 
witli  as  deep  feeling  as  possibly  could  penndc 
the  bosom  of  any  Senator  present;  yet,  sir,  feel- 
ing, perhaps,  no  less,  I  shall  be  content  to  follow 
his  example,  and  to  say  no  word  and  utter  no 
sentiment  which  can  be  justly  obnoxious  to  any 
gentleman  anywhere. 

Sir,  I  feel  myself  compelled  to  disagree  with 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia  in  respect 
to  the  direction  which  should  be  given  to  ihu 
paper.  In  the  first  place,  a  reason  may  be  as- 
signed, I  think,  that  the  organic  law  of  the  Ter- 
ritory, out  of  which  erery  element  ijlluded  to  by 
the  Frosident  has  arisen,  came  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Territories  of  the  last  Congress,  kv- 
cral  of  the  members  of  which  were  the  same 
then  as  now.  In  tlie  next  place,  the  ^^^^ 
properly  considered,  refers  solely  to  temtonal 
-questions,  and  none  other.  In  that  point  of  view, 
therefore,  if  it  be  referred  to  a  standing  comnui- 
tec  of  the  Senate,  it  belongs  to  the  Comm^<^^ 
Territories.  The  question  would  be  different, 
perhaps,  if  it  grew  out  of  a  petition  issuing  from 
the  people  of  the  Territory,  asking  of  Con»rcii 
the  passage  of  an  act  enabling  them  to  form  a 
State  constitution;  but  inasmuch  as  there  is  w 
action  now  asked  for  by  the  people  of  nf^^"^' 
tory,  and  as  the  subject-matter  before  the  bew^ 
is  a  message  of  the  President  on  territorial  »u^ 
jects  exclusively,  it  seems  to  me  thatitmrnww 
a  conclusive  reason  why  the  message  shouw 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Territories. 

Now,  sir,  as  to  the  argument  of  the  P^P^V^ 
to   the  facts  referred  to,  I  wish  ^o  rtsevit  f^j^ 
opinions  and  action  entirely  free,  by  ^^^ 
that  I  give  on  this  occasion.    Whenever  the  com 
mittee  shall  report,  with  the  best  lights  oeio 
me,  I  shall  attempt  to  discharge  "^X  "4^^  i"in^ 
spect  to  these  delicate  subjects;  and  m  P  JJ 
my  vote  to-day  I  deem  it  proper  to  say  in 
protest  against  its  bein^  construed  6*'"*^' J"  J^j,. 
of  or  in  opposition  to  either  argument  or  wc 
braced  in  tne  message.  .  ^    ..^k. 

This  much  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  w  ^ 
mit  on  this  occasion,  and  to  uige  that  ^^^^^ 
will,  certainly  without  unnecessary  exci^ 
refer  this  paper  to  tlie  Committee  on  ^^"^'' :jgj 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  JVhen  1  suggested  tnei 
of  a  special  committee .    _     ♦«-.ibW 

Mr*  J  ONES,  of  Iowa.    Will  the  Senator  m 

me  to  ask  him  a  question? 
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Mr.  CASS.  Allow  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Butler]  to  say  a  word,  and  the 
matter  will  be  settled. 

Mr.  BUTLER .  I  think  that  if  this  matter  can 
be  terminated  by  a  sinfflc  remark,  i  may 

Mr.  CLAYTON.     1  belidve  I  have  the  floor? 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from  Dcla- 
"ware  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  When  I  sa^sted  the  idea 
of  a  select  committee,  I  was  influenced  by  the 
ancient  precedents  and  by  an  anxious  desire  to 
do  justice.  I  did  not  press  the  motion;  but  I 
remember  very  well,  that  when  Michigan  was 

S resented  (or  admission,  the  question  'of  the  va- 
dity  of  her  constitution  went  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  of  wlfich  I  j«is,  at  the  time, 
chairman.  " 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.  That  is  the  point  in 
regard  to  which  I  wished  to  interrogate  the  Sen- 
ator. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  The  question  of  the  admis- 
sion of  the  State  of  Michi^n,  however,  went  to 
a  select  coihmittee,  of  which  I  also  was  a  mem-^ 
ber,  and  the  Hon.  Thomas  H.  Benton  was  chair- 
man. That  was  the  disposition  which  was  mad^ 
in  that  case;  and,  as  it  was  the  case  of  a  State 
^which  presented  herself  with  many  questions  of 
la-w  ana  fact,  embarrassing  to  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  as  much  so,  perhaps,  as  t)^  case 
of  Kansas,  though  not  attended  with  so  much 
excitement,  I  thou^t  that  precedent  ought  to 
govern.  Further,  m  reference  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Territories,  1  found  that  the  chairman  of 
that  committee  was  away,  and  I  had  no  intima- 
tion when  he  was  to  be  here.  That  committee, 
therefore,  is  not  full.  If  it  is  to  be  referred  to 
that  committee » it  ought  to  be  filled. 

For  these  considerations,  and  foHo'wing  the 
ancient  usage,  I  was  disposed  to  take  this  mes- 
sage, the  great  leading  iaea  of  which  is  the  ad- 
mission of  a  State  into  the  Union,  and  to  refer  it 
to  a  select  committee.  "With  regard  to  what  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Wil- 
son] chose  to  say,  that  he  wtshed  for  no  more 
omnibusseS,  I  will  remark  that  I  am  sure  I  never 
was  one  who  desired  to  present  an  omnibus,  nor 
did  1  suppose  that  the  reference  of  a  paper  which 
contains  two  distinct  propositions,  to  be  consid- 
ered by  a  committee,  would  justify  any  committee 
in  making  an  omnibus  bill,  and  embracing  things 
that  were  not  containedln  the  reference.  When 
the  bill  to  whkh  the  Senator  alluded,  ccdled  the 
omnibus  bill,  was  committed  to  the  committee  of 
thirteen,  a^at  many  questions,  besides  that  of 
the  admission  of  a  State,  were  submitted  with  it, 
and  the  committee  was  therefore  authorized  to 
make  an  omnibus.  Such  a  committee  as  I  pro- 
posed, however,  could  nol^be  authorized  to  make 
any  such  thing. 

But,  sir,  I  have  withdrawn  the  proposition.  I 
made  it  on  behalf  of  those  who  have  objected  to 
it.  I  contemplated  the  distribution  of  the  mem- 
bers of  that  select  committee  according  to  the 
feelings  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  so 
that  all  sections  might  be  represented  upon  it; 
but  inasmuch  as  the  gentlemen  in  whose  behalf 
1  tiave  made  the  suggestion  think  the  Committee 
on  Territories  is  preferable,  I  yield  to  their  wishes 
and  conctir  in  their  desire. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  Mr.  President,  I  hope  this 
subject  will  take  the  direction  which  has  been  in- 
dicated by  what  seems  to  be  the  general  voice  of 
the  Senate,  and  that  it  will  go  to  the  Committee 
on  Territories.  My  honorable  friend  from  Ten- 
nessee, [Mr.  Bell,]  who  is  a  member  of  that 
committee,  is  an  able  lawyer.  There  is  another 
member  of  that  committee,  [Mr.  Collamer,] 
who  has,  I  believe,  been  distinguished  for  his 
Judicial  learning.  I  h»ve  no  right,  by  anticipa- 
tion, to  suppose  that  anything  will  come  from 
that  committee  but  what  will  be  proper;  but  I 
have  heard  it  said  here,  or  at  least  I  have  heard 
it  intimated,  that  what  would  come  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  would  come  without 
authority.  Perhaps  it  is  so;  it  may  be  so,  be- 
cause two  of  us  are  from  the  southern  States — 
it  is  not  worth  while  to  disguise  the  fact — one 
from  Georgia  ary^  the  other  from  South  Carolina. 
There  is,  however,  on  that  committee  a  very  dis- 
tinguished lawyer  froni  Connecticut,  [Mr.  Tou- 
CET,]  who,  I  am  sure,  would  do  justice  to  the 
subject.  I  am  glad,  however,  that  this  question 
is  to  be  taken  from  those  committees  of  thir- 
teen which  have,  I  believe,  fVo;n  die  time  they 


were  first  oi^nized,  been  associated  with  com- 
promises and  discord. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Senator  from 
Virgfinia  withdraw  his  motion  to  refer  the  message 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  ? 

Mr.  MASON.  I  made  the  motion, because  I 
could  not  sec  in  the  message  of  the  President  that 
a  single  territorial  question'was  presented  by  it, 
but  a  question  upon  the  proper  construction  of 
the  laws  of  the  Territory,  or  the  way  of  enforcing 
them  if  improperly  executed.  My  honorable  and 
distinguished  friend  from  South  Carolina,  to  whose 
experience,  as  well  as  years,  I  always  defer,  and 
who  is  at  the  head  of  that  committee,  asks  that  it 
shall  not  be  referred  tb  him.  As  1  understand 
him  to  do  that,  I  will  withdraw  the  motion.  I 
wish  to  say,  however,  that  in  niakingthe  motion 
I  had  no  reference  whatever  either  to  those  who 
are  absent  or  present  on  the  Committee  on  Ter- 
ritories. 1  have  entire  confidence  in  them.  I  had 
no  reference  to  the  condition  of  that  committee  at 
all.  I  made  the  motion  purely  because  I  thought, 
and  yet  think,  that  every  question  contained  in 
the  message  is  a  proper  question  for  those  who  are 
the  censors  of  the  law. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  on  the 
motion  to  refer  the  message  to  the  Committee  on 
Territories. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.  It  is  very  well  known 
to  tlie  Senate  that  the  distinguished  Senator  who 
is  at  the  head  of  the  Committee  on  Territories 
[Mr.  Douglas]  is  now  absent.  It  is  also  knovm 
to  myself,  because  I  received  the  information  to- 
day, that  he  cannot  be  expected  to  be  here  for 
some  time  to  come.  T  tnerefore  move  that  a 
temporary  chairman  of  the  committee  be  ap- 
pointed by  tlie  President  of  the  Senate,  until  the 
distinguished  Senator  from  Illinois  shall  be 
present  and  resume  his  place  as  chairman  of  that 
committee.  I  desire  to  have  the  committee  full.  I 
am  perfectly  willing  to  undergo  all  the  labor  that 
I  can;  but  everybody  knows  that  I  am  not  a  law- 
yer, and  do  not  pretend  to  be  able  to  expound  the 
laws  even  of  the  Territories. 

Sir,  I  recollect  perfectly  well  that  when  the 
people  of  Michigan  formed  a  constitution  and 
State  government  and  elected  their  Representa- 
tive and  two  Senators,  and  sent  them  here  with 
their  constitution,  that  constitution  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  not  to  the 
Committee  on  Territories.  1  believe,  as  the 
Senator  from  Virginia  does,  that  all  the  questions 
to  be  decided  in  this  case  are  purely  of  a  judicial 
character,  and  that  they  ought  to  go  to  that  com- 
mittee which  is  constituted  for  the  purpose  of 
deciding  upon  such  questions.  I  do  not  wish  to 
shrink  from  the  penbrmahce  of  any  duty  that 
may  be  devolved  upon  me  as  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Territories;  but  I  do  not  wish  to 
assume  the  discharge  of  duties  for  which  I  do 
not  feel  myself  as  competent  as  other  gentlemen. 
I  move,  Aerefore,  that  the  Premdent  ofthe  Senate 
be  authorized  to  appoint  a  chairman  pro  tempore 
of  the  Committee  on  Territories  to  act  in  the 
absence  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois. 

Mr.  CASS.  Allow  me  to  sugrgest  whether  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Iowa  wiu  not  accomplish 
his  object  without  any  uncomnaon  procedure,  by 
allowing  the  committee  to  elect  its  own  chairman. 
There  are  five  gentlemen  on  that  committee. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.  We  want  another 
member;  my  object  is  to  have  a  full  committee. 

Mr.  CA6S.  During  the  temporary  absence 
of  the  chairman,  1  think  every  memoer  of  the 
Senate  will  be  disposed  to  trust  the  five  members 
of  the  committee  who  are  left.  Let  me  read  the 
list  of  the  members  of  that  committee.  They  are 
Messrs.  Douglas,  Jones  of  Iowa,  Collamer, 
Bell  of  Tennessee,  Sebastian,  and  Biggs.  I 
think  it  is  a  subject  which  these  gentlemen  are 
perfectly  competent  to  manoge. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  The  difiiculty  arises  from  the 
modesty  of  the  Senator  from  Iowa. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.  On  the  suggestion  of 
the  Senator  from  Michigan  I  withdraw  the  mo- 
tion. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

On  motibn  by  Mr.  FITZPATRICK,  the  Sen- 
ate proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive 
business;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
doors  wore  reopened,  and  the  Senate  adjourned 
to  Monday. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  January  34,  1856. 

The  House  was  ccdled  to  order  by  the  Clerk  at 
twelve  o'clock,  ra.  Prayer  by  Rev.  Da.  Teas- 
dale. 

The  Jotynal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
INVITATION  TO  CANDID .\TES  TO  WITHDRAW. 

The  CLERK.  The  House  having  decided  yes- 
terday that  the  main  question  should  not  then  be 
put  on  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Rust, 
the  question  recurs  this  morning,  **  Shall  the 
main  question  be  now  put?" 

Mr.  ALBRIGHT.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  that  question.  ' 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia.  The  yeas  and  nays 
have  already  been  ordered  by  the  House. 

The  CLERK.  They  were  ordered  yesterday, 
and  the  vote  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  PRINGLE.  I  move  to  lay  the  whole 
subject  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FULLER,  of  Pennsylvania.  Before  the 
vote  is  taken,  1  desire,  with  tne  permission  ofthe 
House,  to  say  a  few  words.  [Cries  of  **  Hear 
him!"**  Agreed!"! 

The  CLERK*  If  there  be  no  objection,  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvcmia  will  proceed. 

rCries  of**  No  objection!"] 

Mr.  FULLER.  1  have  but  a  single  remark  to 
make.  ^ 

The  CLERK.  No  objection  being  made,  the 
gentleman  will  proceed.  \ 

Mr.  FULLER.  I  believe  it  is  generally  un- 
derstood, that  immediately  upon  the  introduction 
of  the  resolution  ofthe  gentleman  from  Arkansas, 
[Mr.  RosT,]  I  signifi^  my  wish  and  intention 
to  withdraw  as  a  candidate  for  the  speakership. 
This  has  been  my  desire  for  weeks;  I  have  so 
expressed  myself  to  my  friends.  As,  however, 
they  have  considered  my  name  under  their  con- 
trol, and  not  under  my  own,  I  have  permitted  the 
continuance  of  its  use,  without  public  objection. 
But  I  desire  now  distinctly  to  withdraw  it,  and 
to  have  it  so  understood.  I  wish,  at  tlie  same 
time,  to  return  my  acknowledgments  for  the  sup- 
port which  I  have  received,  and  for  the  uniform 
kinAiess  and  courtesy  with  which  I  have  been 
treated;  and  to  express  the  hope  that  we  may 
now  adopt  some  plan  of  action  by  which  these 
difficulties  may  be  settled — some  mode  of  adjust- 
ment which  will  be  agreeable  to  ourselves,  satis- 
factory to  our  constituents,  and  honorable  to  the 
whole  country. 

Upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Pmncle,  to  lay  ths 
resolution  of  Mr.  Rust  upon  the  table,  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  demanded,  and  ordered. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  1  hope  the  House 
will  permit  the  names  of  Messrs.  RicHAaosoN 
and  Fuller  to  be  stricken  out  of  the  resolution, 
as  they  are  not  now  candidates. 

A  Member.    I  object. 

Mr.  JONES.  Of  course  it  cannot  be  doae  if 
there  is  objection. 

The  CLERK.  As  objection  is  made, it  is  not 
competent  to  alter  the  resolution. 
"  Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  propose  to  ask  for  «i  divis- 
ion of  the  resolution, ^o  that  there  maybe  a  vote 
taken  upon  the  resolution  sepamte  from  the  pre- 
amble. 

The  CLERK.  Such  a  proposition  is  not  in 
order  now,  as  the  pending  motion  is  to  lay  the 
resolution  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.    I  ask  that  the  resolution 
\nay  be  again  read,  as  some  gentlemen  do  not 
remember  the  phraseology. 

The  resolution  was  accordingly  again  read,  as 
before  reported. 

The  question  was  then  put,  with  the  foUowmg 
result — yeas  100,  nays  99;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messre.  Albright,  Allen,  Allison,  Barbcmr,  Bar- 
clay, Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  Billiiurhunt,  Bingham,  BliM, 
Bradehaw,  Brenton,  Bufllngtoa,  Burlinflome,  Lewis  D. 
CampbclU  Chaffee, Clawson,  Williamaoo  R.  Vv.  Cobb,  Col- 
ftix,  Comina,  Corode,  Cragin,  Crnige,  Cumback,  DanreU, 
Timothy  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  Dc  Witt,  Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd, 
Dnrfec,  Edie,  Emrie,  Giddings,  Gilbert,  Grauer,  Grow, 
Robert  B.  Hall,Hartan,  Holloway,  Thomas R.  Horton,  Val- 
entine B.  Horton,  Howard,  Hughston.  Kclsey,  Klng,4Cnapp, 
Knight,  Knowlton,  Knox,  Letter,  Mace,  Mattewm,  Mc- 
carty, McMullin,  Mcacham,  Killian  MUler,  Morgan,  Mor- 
rill, Moit,Nicl<pl8,  Norton,  Andrew  OUver,  Pailcer,  Pelton, 
Pennington,  Perry,  Pettit,  Pike,  Pringle,  Purviance,  Ritchie, 
Bobbins,  Sabin,  Snpp,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Spinner,  Stan- 
ton, Stranahan,  Tappan,  Thorington,  Thumon,  Trefton, 
Tyson,  Wade,  Wakeman,  Walbridgc,  Waldron,  Cadwal- 
ader  C.  Wasbbiime,  BiUhu  B.  Wa^bbaraa,  Isiael  Warti- 
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burn,  Watson,  Welch,  Wells,  Wood,  Woodruff,  and  Wood- 
worth— 100. 

N AYS— Messrw.  Aiken,  Borludale,  Bell, Hendley  S.  Ben- 
nett, Bocock,  Bowie.  Boyce,  Broom,  Burnett,  Cadwalader, 
John  P.  CnmiibeJI,  ('nrlilc,  Canithers,  Caskio,  Cllngman, 
Howell  Cobb,  Cox,  Cullen,  Davidson,  Dowdell.Dunn,  Ed- 
mund^on,  Edwards.  Elliott,  Englitih,  Etheridgc,  Eu8ti«, 
Evans,  Faulkner,  Ploroiice,  Foster,  Henry  M.  Fuller, 
Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  G«o<le,  Greenwood,  J.  Morrison  Har- 
ris, Sampson  W.  Harris, Thoniait  L.  Harrig,  Harrison,  Ha- 
ven, Herbert,  Hoffman, Houston, Jewett, George  W.Jones, 
J.  Glancy  Jones,  Kelly,  Kennett,  Kidwell,  Lake,  Letcber, 
Lumpkin,  Alexander  K.  Marshall,  Humphrey  Marshall, 
Samuel  8.  Marshall,  Maxwell,  McQueen,  Bmltli  Miller, 
Millson.  Millward,  Moore,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Packer, 
Paine,  Peck,  Phelps,  Porter,  Quitman,  Keade,  Ready,  Ric- 
aud,  Richardson,  Rufiin,  Rust,  Sandidgc,  Savage,  Scott, 
Samuel  A.  Smith,  WilUam  Smith,  William  R.  Smith,  Sneed, 
Stephens,  Stewart,  Swope.  Talbott,  Taylor,  Todd,  Trippe, 
Valk,  Walker,  Warner,  Watkins,  Whitney,  Williams, 
Winslow.  Daniel  B.  Wright,  John  V.  Wright,  and  Zolli- 
coffer — 99. 

So  the  resolution  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

VOTE  FOR  SPEAKER. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  vote  the  one 
hundred  and  twenty-third  time  for  Speaker,  with 
the  following:  result:  Whole  numoer  of  votes 
cast,  203;  necessary  toa  choice,  102;  of  which — 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks  received 96 

James  L.  Orr 68 

'James  B.  Ricaud a 18 

Heniy  M.  Fuller 13 

Lcwi^  D.  Campbell 3 

Alexander  C.  M.  Pennington 1 

Solomon  6.  Haven. 1 

John  R.  Edie '. 1 

Smith  Miller .1 

Luther  M.  Kennett 1 

John  Williams 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

•  The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail : 

For  Mr.  BanA»— Messra.  Albright,  AUison,  Ball,  Bar- 
bour, Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  Billinghurst,  Bingham,  Bliss, 
Bradshaw,  Brenton,  Bnlfington,  Burlingame,  Lewis  D. 
Campbell,  Chaffee,  Colfax,  Comins,  Clawson,  Covode, 
Cragin,  Curaback,  Danirell,  Timothy  Davis,  Day,  Dean, 
Dc  Witt,  Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd,  Durf^e,  Edie,  £lmrie,  Gid- 
dings,  Gilbert,  Granger,  Grow,  Hall,  Harlan,  Holtbway, 
Thomas  R.  Horton,  Valentine  B.  Horton,  Howard,  Hugh- 
ston.  Kelsey,  King,  Knapp,  Knight,  Knowlton,  Knox.Lei- 
ter.  Mace.  Matteson,  McCarty,  Meacham,  KilHan  Miller, 
Morgan,  Morrill,  Mott,  Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver, 
Parker,  Pennington,  Pelton,  Perry,  Pettit,  Pike,  Prinsle, 
Purviance,  Ritchie,  Robbins,  Sabin,  Sapp,  Sherman,  Sira- 
nions.  Spinner,  Stanton,  Stranahan,  Tappan,  Thonngton, 
Thurston,  Todd,  Trafton,  Tj'Son,  Wade.  Wakemaif  Wal- 
bridge.  Waldron,  Cadwalader  0.  Washbume,  Ellihu  B. 
Wasbbume,  Israel  Washburn,  Watson,  Welcli,  Wood, 
Woodruff,  and  Wood  worth. 

jPor  Mr.  Orr — Messre.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay,  Barksdale, 
Bell,  Hendley  S.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce,  Burnett, 
Cadwalader,  Canithers,  Caskie,  Clingman,  Howell  Cobb, 
Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Craige,  Davidson,  Dowdell,  Ed- 
roundson,  Elliott,  English,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Tlioma^  J. 
*  D.  Fuller,  Goode,  Greenwood,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomas 
L.  Harris,  Herbert,  Houston,  Jewett,  George  W.  Jones,  J. 
Glancy  Jone^  Kelly,  Kid  well,  Letcher,  Lumpkin,  Hamucl 
S.  Marshall,  Maxwell.  McMullin,  McQueen.  Smith  Miller, 
Millson,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Packer,  Peck,  Phelpi,  Powell, 
Quitman,  Richardson,  Ruran,  Rust,  Sandidge,  Savage,  Sam- 
uel A.  Smith,  William  Smith,  Stephens,  Stewart,  Talbott, 
Taylor,  Warner,  Watkins,  Wells,  Williams,  Wioslow, 
Daniel  B.  Wright,  and  John  V.  Wririit. 

For  Mr.  Aicaua— Messrs.  Broom,  John  P.  Campbell,  Cox, 
Henry  Winter  Davis,  Foster, Henry  M.  Fuller,  J.  Morrison 
Hams.  Hoffman.  Kennett,  Lake,  Alexander  K.  Marshall, 
Hiunpnrey  Marshall,  Millward,  Readc,  William  R.  Smitli, 
Trippe,  Valk,  and  W^hitney. 

For  Mr.  Fuiier— Messrs.  Cariile,  Cullen,  Etheridgc, 
Eustis.  Evans,  Paine,  Porter,  Ready,  RJcaad,  Sneed,  Walk- 
er, ana  Zollicoffer. 

For  Mr.  Campbell— Mcssn.  Edwards,  Moore,  and  Scott. 

For  Mr.  Pennington — Mr,  Haven.  ^ 

For  Mr.  Haven— Mr.  Harrison. 

For  Mr.  Edie— Mr.  Dunn. 

For  Mr.  MiUer—Mr.  Orr. 

For  Mr.  Kennett — Mr.  Sw^ope. 

For  Mr.  JViUiams— Mr.  Wheeler. 

When  Mr.  Unjierwood's  name  was  called,  « 
Mr.  ALEXANDER  K.  MARSHALL  an- 
nounced that   Mr.  Underwood  was  sick,  and 
had  desired  him  to  say  to  the  House  that,  for 
that  reason,  he  was  not  present  to  vote. 

RESOLUTION. 

Mr.  FAULKNER.  I  desire  to  submit,  for 
the  consideration  of  the  House,  the  resolution  I 
send  to  the  Clerk's  desk;  and  upon  it  I  move  the 
previous  question. 

The  resolution  was  read,  as  follows: 

RefolvedyThut  the  persistent  adherence  of  the  Republican 
party  to  the  Hon.  Nathaniel  P.  Banks  as  itscanclidatefor 
the  ofttce  of  Speaker,  after  the  repeated  manifestations  by 
the  ui^ority  of  the  members  of  this  House  that  he  does 
not  possess  their  coulidcnce  for  that  situation,  exhibits  a 
dcteniiination  to  sacrifice  the  public  interests  of  {he  coun- 
try to  tlie  triumphs  of  a  personal  and  sectional  party,  and 
that  the  further  continuance  of  his  name  before  tltis  body, 
«8  the  candidate  of  his  party  for  the  office  of  Speaker, 
Justly  auaches  to  his  supporters  the  responsibility  for  a 
flUlore  to  organise  this  |]oQs«. 


Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  move  to 
lay  the  resolution  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  FAULKNER.  I  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  that  motion. 

Mr.  DUNN.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia will  withdraw  that  resolution.  It  will  prob- 
ablyr  increase  an  existing  unkindness  here,  which 
I  think  ought  to  be  li voided. 

Mr.  FAULKNBR.  I  wilU  not  withdraw  it, 
because  it  expresses  my  opinion  fully.  If  that 
gentleman  cannot  stand  it,  I  do  not  know  who 
can. 

The  CLERK.    Debate  is  out  of  order. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered  upon  the 
motion  to  lay  the  resolution  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER.  Is  that  resolution  amend- 
able > 

The  CLERK.  Not  at  this  stage  of  the  action 
of  the  House — the  yeas  and  nays  having  been 
ordered  upon  a  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER.  Will  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  withdraw  the  motion  for  the  pre- 
vious question,  in  order  that  an  amendment  may 
be  offered.^ 

The  CLERK.  A  motion  to  lay  the  resolution 
upon  the  table  is  pcndiiig. 

Mr.  FAULKNER.  At  the  request  of  my 
friends,  I  withdraw  the  resolution  for  the  present. 
VOTE  FOR  SPEAKER. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  vote  the  one 

hundred  and  twenty-fourth  time  for  Speaker, 

with  the  following  result:   Whole  number  of 

votes  cast,  201;  necessary  to  a  choice,  101;  of 

which — 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks  received 95 

James  L.  Orr.....* 68 

•    Henry  M.  Fuller 25 

James  B.  Bicaud 5 

Liewia  D.  Campbell 3 

Alexander  C.  in.  Pennington..., 1 

John  Williams 1 

WiUiam  H.  English 1 

John  R.  Edie 1  ^ 

Solomon  G.  Haven. 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  Bank$ — Messrs.  Albright,  Allison,  Ball,  Barbour, 
Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  Billinghurst,  Bingham,  Bliss, 
Bradshaw,  Brenton,  Bumngton,  Burlingame,  Lewis  D. 
Campbell,  Chaffee,  Clawson,  Colfax,  Coraina,  Covode, 
Crugin,  Cumback,  Damrell,  Timothy  Davis,  Day,  Dean, 
De  vVitt,  Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd,'Durfee,  Edie,  Emrie,  Gid- 
dioga,  Gilbert,  Granger,  Grow.  Uobcrt  B.  Hall,  Harlan, 
Holloway,  Thomas  K.  Horton,  Valentine  B.  Horton,  How- 
,  ard,  Hugliston,  Kelsey,  King,  Knapp,  Knight.  Knowlton, 
Knox.  Leitcr,  Mace,  Matteson,  McCarty,  Meacham,  Kil- 
lian  Miller,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Mott,  Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew 
Oliver,  Parker,  Pelton,  Pennington,  Perry,  Pettit,  Pike, 
Pringle,  Purviance,  Ritchie,  Robbins,  Sabin,  Sapp,  Sber- 
maji,  Simmons,  Spinner,  Stanton,  Stranahan,  Tappan, 
Thorington,  Thurston,  Todd,  Tvson,  Wade,  Wakeman, 
Walbridge,  Waldron,  Cadwalader  C.  Wasbbume,  Ellihu 
B.  Wasbbume,  Israel  Washburn,  Watson,  Welch,  Wood, 
Woodruff,  and  Woodworth. 

For  Mr.  Orr— Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen.  Barclay,  Barks- 
dale,  Bell,  Hendley  S.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce, 
Burnett,  Cadwalader,  Carathers,  Caskie,  Clingman,  How- 
ell Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb.  Craig,  Damson,  Dow- 
doll,  Edmundson,  Elliott,  Englisn,  Faulkner,  Florence, 
Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode,  Greenwood,  Sampson  W. 
Harris,  Thomas  L.  Harris,  Herbert,  Houston,  Jewett,  Ge<nge 
W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Kelly,  Kidwell,  Letcher,  Lump- 
kin, Samuel  S.  Marshall,  Maxwell,  McMullin,  McQueen, 
Smith  Miller,  Millson,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Packer,  Peck, 
Phelps,  Powell,  Quitman,  Richardson,  Ruffin.  Rust,  San- 
didge, Savage,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  Smitn,  Stephens, 
Stewart,  Talbott,  Taylor.  Wamcr,  Watkins,  Wells,  WU- 
liams,  Winslow,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  and  John  V.  Wright. 

For  Mr.  Fuller — Messrs.  Broom,  John  P.  Campbell,  Car- 
file,  Cullen,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Eustis,  Evans,  Poster,  J. 
Morrison  Harris,  Holfhian,  Alexander  K.  Marshall,  Hum- 

Ebrey  Marshall,  Millward,  Paine,  Porter,  Reade,  Ready, 
icaud,  WUIiam  R.  Smith,  Sneed,  Swope,  Valk,  Walker, 
Whitney,  and  Zollicoffer. 

For  Mr.  Ricaud— Messra.  Cox,  Henry  M.  PuUcr,  Ken- 
nett, Lake,  and  Trippe. 

For  Mr.  CenHj^ell—Mewan.  Edwards,  Moore,  and  Scott 

For  Mr.  Pennington — Mr.  Haven. 

For  Mr.  WiUiams— Mr.  Wheeler. 

For  Mr.  En^Hsh— Mr.  Orr. 

For  Mr.  Edie— Mr.  Dunn. 

For  Mr.  Haven — Mr.  Harrison. 

Mr.   ETHERIDGE  announced  that  he  had 
paired  off  for  the  day  with  Mr.  Trafton. 
MESSAGE  FROM  THE  PRESIDiTNT. 

Pending  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  Sidney  Webster,  the  Private  Secretary 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  appeared 
before  the  bar  of  the  House,  and  the4>oorkeeper 
announced,  **  A  message  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States.'* 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  object  to  the 
reception  of  any  message. 


Mr.  CRAIGE.  I  want  to  know  what  themes- 
sage  is. 

Mr.  BOYCE.  I  move  to  repeal  the  resoluuon 
restricting  debate. 

Mr.  WALKER  simultaneouBly  made  the  like 
motion. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  would  suggest  to  the  eentlnnan 
from  Ohio  that  the  Secretary  should  fir«  be 
allowed  to  make  the  announcement  that  he  has  a 
message  from  the  President,  and  then  let  the  ges* 
tleman  [Mr.  Campbell]  make  objection. 

The  CLERK.  Will  the  Hotise  please  come  to 
order  ? 

[At  this  time  there  was  great  commotion  and 
excitement  in  the  Hall,  a  large  number  of  mem- 
bers addressing:  the  Clerk,  amid  loud  cries  of 


u 


«« Order!"  •*OPfer!"] 

Mr.  CRAIGE.  The  eentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Campbell]  objects  to  the  reception  of  somethiB* 
We  do  not  know  what  it  is.  Now,  I  desire  liat 
the  Clerk  shall  be  permitted  to  announce  to  the 
House  what  it  is.  After  that  announccmeDt,  it 
will  be  time  enough  to  object.  [Loud  and  con- 
tinued cries  of  **  Order!"] 

The  CLERK.  If  gentlemen  would  come  to 
order,  the  Clerk  would  state  that  the  gentlenuui 
from  Alabama  [Mr.  Walker]  makes  a  motioa 
to  rescind  the  resolution  of  the  House  prohibitii^ 
debate. 

M^.  dUITMAN.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  will  withdraw  that  motion  until  we  hear 
what  the  Secretary  has  to  Say. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  hope  the  Secretary  will  be  alloved 
to  state  to  the  House  whether-  he  has  a  mesaa^ 
or  not. 

A  Member.    What  Secretary? 

Mr.  ORR.  The  President's  Secretary.  Ani 
then,  if  he  make  the  announcement  that  tie  has  & 
message,  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  may  object  to 
its  reception. 

Mr.  CRAIGE,  (amid  shouts  of  "Order!")  I 
do  not  intend  to  let  any  such  rule  ffovem  me  in 
this  matter;  let  gentlemen  call  "  order"  as  mach 
as  they  please.    The  gentleman  from  Ohioobjpcu 

to  the  reception  of [Cries of" Order !'T  CaQ 

**  order  *i  as  much  as  you  please.  I  understand 
all  that;  nevertheless,  I  am  going  to  be  heard.  I 
represent  a  district  which  was  the  first  to  proclaia 
independence;  and  I  am  not  going  to  be  put  doiu 
in  the  performance  of  my  duty.  No,  sir;  I  in- 
tend to  be  heard.  * 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  Let  us  r^cind  theruk, 
then. 

Mr. 
jects, 

order!"]  without  anykody*" havin»  heard  wbii 
tMat  paper  is.  I  want  to  Know  what  ii  is  firs; 
and  I  do  not  intend  to  be  put  down.  [Continuow 
calls  to  order.]  YoU  may  call  to  "order"  ai 
much  as  you  please;  it  has  no  weight  upon  dk- 
If  you  want  to  put  me  down  by  force,  you  mj 
try  it;  I  will  let  you  know  whether  I, am  to  « 
put  down  by  force  or  not.  ^  „ 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  would  rcspcctfuOy 
appeal  to  gentlemen  to  preserve  order. . 

Mr.  CRAIGE.  I  have  risen  to  a  point  of  order; 
and  I  do  not  intend  to  be  put  down. 

Mr.  PAINE.  In  the  name  of  God  and  of  my 
country,  I  protest  against  this  whole  thing; «» 
if  gentlemen  cannot  keep  order,  I  call  upon  Too» 
Mr.  Clerk,  to  adjourn  the  House;  it  is  your  duty 
to  do  it.  , 

Mr.  CRAIGE.  I  desire  to  make  a  point  o^ 
ordef,  which  I  have  a  right  to  make,  and  whJ« 
I  intend  to  make. 

Mr.  PAINE.  I  stand  here  as  an  Aroen«fl 
citizen,  and  proclaim,  befbre  God  and  my  counirVt 
that  I  am  ashamed  to  witness  such  a  scene  oi 
disorder  growing  up  in  this  House.  , 

Mr.  CRAIGE.    And  I  am  ashamed  that 
should  have  a  colleague  who  would  object  to  ww^ 
is  right.    I  am  endeavoring  here  to  *^?**^ 
right,  which  it  is  my  privilege  to  exerci««i*'* 

which  I  intend  to  exercise.  .  . 

Mr.  PAINE.  I  stand  up  for  my  country  ftg«n8» 

the  world.  '  .    . , 

The  CLERK.    All  this  debate  is  out  otoniij^ 

Mr.  CRAIGE.     I  intend  to  starjd  up  againJ^ 

every  attempt  to  trample  on  iffy  rights.  , 

The  CLERK.    The  Clerk  respectfully  apP^»» 

to  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  to  J 

until  the  motion  to  rescind  the  rule  preduoine 

debate  be  acted  on.  .  , ./ 

Mr.  CRAIGE.    I  desire  to  stale  my  poJ"^" 


r.  CRAIGE.    The  gentleman  from  Ohio  obj 
,  I  say,  to  the  reception  of  a  paper,  ["Ofder! 

r!"l    wilhnnl:  nn-vVirkHv^  hnvinv  heard  wbH 
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order;  1  have  a  right  to  do  so,  and  am  determ- 
ined to  exercise  that  right. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  attempted  ineffectually  to 
make  himself  heard. 

Mr.  CRAIGE.  I  have  got  a  right  to  make  a 
point  of  order  here,  and  I  intend  to  make  it.  My 
point  of  order  is  this:  As  soon  as  a  gentleman 
comes  into  this  House,  whom  we  do  not  know 
either  by  ncwnc  or  otherwise,  a  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [^Mr.  Campbell]  gets  up  and  objects  to  the 
reception — of  what?  Why,  we  do  not  know 
what  it  was.  Now,  my  point  of  order  is,  that 
we  have  a  right  to  know  who  the  messenger  is, 
what  message  he  brin^  us  here,  and  what  he 
asks  of  this  House.  And  then,  if  the  objection 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  to  the  reception  of 
the  message  be  good,  we  will  sustain  him;  and, 
if  the  objection  fe  not  well  foi^ded,  we  will  vote 
him  down.  We  are  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States — a  coordinate  branch 
of  this  Government;  and  while  we  are,  we  have  a 
right  to  hear  what  the  President  of  the  United 
States  deems  it  his  duty  to  communicate  to  us. 
Let  the  messenger  announce  to  us  first  who  he 
is,  and  what  he  orings  us. 

Mr.  WALKER.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  wish  to  state 

The  CLERK.  Will  the  gentleman  first  allow 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  to  state  dis- 
tinctly what  48  his  point  of  order? 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  wish  to  state  that  I  want 
the  message  to  be  properly  announced.  I  will 
withdraw  my  motion  to  rescind  the  rule  prohib- 
iting debate,  until  it  has  been  announced  what  it 
is  that  is  to  be  received.  Then  I  shall  renew  it. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  raise  the  ques- 
tion of"  order,  that  under  the  rule,  under  the  res- 
olution of  the  House,  passed  some  days  ago,  we 
cannot  do  any  other  business  except  to  go  on 
and  vote  for  Speaker.  It  is  not,  therefore,  com- 
petent for  the  House  to  receive  the  message,  un- 
less they  rescind  that  rule. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  move  to  receive  the  mes- 
sage; and  upon  that  motion  I  ask  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  HUMPHREY  MARSHALL.  I  second 
the  demand  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Mabc.  The  gentle- 
man moves  to  receive  the  message.  What  mes- 
sage? There  is  no  message  that  the  motion  can 
apply  to. 

Mir.  STEPHENS.  The  Doorkeeiier  has  an- 
nounced a  message  from  the  Presiaent  of  the 
United  States.  J 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia 
will  allow  the  Clerk  to  suggest  that  there  are  two 

Suestions  of  order  pending,  which  must  first  be 
ecided.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Camp- 
bbllI  originally  rose  and  objected  to  something; 
to  which  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
[Mr.  Craige]  followed,  with  the  point  of  order, 
that  the  g^entleman  from  Ohi6  had  no  richt  to 
object  until  the  paper,  whatever  it  was,  had  been 
received  and  reaa,  so  that  it  could  be  known 
what  it  was. 

.  Mr.  CRAIGE/  No,  sir;  the  Clerk  does  me 
injustice.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  rose  and 
objected  to  the  reception  of  the  paper — or  to 
something. 

Mr.  HUMPHREY  MARSHALL.  The  mes- 
sofe? 

Mr.  CRAIGE.  No,  sir;  not  to  the  message. 
No  message  has  been  announced.  We  do  not 
know  that  there  is  a  message.  The  gentleman 
from  Ohio  objected  to  something;  wo  do  not 
know  what  that  something  was.  I  then  made 
jhe  point  of  order,  that  we,  as  a  representative 
P<^y)  should  be  doing  injustice  to  ourselves,  and 
uijusiice  to  another  and  coordinate  branch  of  the 
Government,  if  we  did  not  hear  and  understand 
clearly  and  distinctly  what  it  is  that  is  desired 
of  us,  who  is  the  messenger,  and  what  he  bears 
Jo  us.  The  objection  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  or  ^f  any  one,  cannot  be  received  until 
^t  much  is  known. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  North 
wolina  will  permit  the  Clerk  to  suggest  that 
wna  difficulty  may  all  be  avoided  by  the  motion 
Jjhich  has  been  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  [Mr.  Stephens,!  and  seconded  by  the 

Sentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Hvmphret 
lARiHALL.]  The  previous  question  has  been 
demanded;  and  if  gentlemen  will  withdraw  their 
Jjuestions  of  order,  the  House  can  then  determ- 
*^  for  itself  whetlier  it  will  receive  the  paper. 


Mr.  CRAIGE.  But,  sir,  I  want  before  any 
such  question  is  put,  before  any  question  is  de- 
cided, that  the  messenger,  whoever  he  is,  shall 
announce  to  the  House  what  proposition  it  is 
that  he  makes.  The  House  can  then  determine 
whether  they  will  grant  it.  The  messenger  has 
that  right,  and  the  members  of  the  House  have 
the  right  to  this  information. 

Mr.  HpUSTON.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Greorgia  will  wait  for  a  moment,  before  making 
his  motion,  until  the  message  has  been  announced, 
it  seems  to  me  that  it  could,  with  better  propriety, 
be  submitted  to  the  House.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Campbell]  should 
wait  until  it  has  been  announced  before  making 
his  objection.  Then  would  be  the  proper  time 
to  raise  the  objection. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  The  message  was  an- 
nounced. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  No,  sir;  the  message  was 
not  announced.  We  do  not  know  what  is  asked 
of^us  by  the  messenger.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
will  see,  upon  a  moment's  reflection,  that  we  do 
not  know  what  may  be  the  character  of  the  com- 
munication the  messenger  has  to  make.  It  may 
be  that  the  message  is  something  that  is  entirely 
within  the  competency  of  the  House,  in  the  gen- 
tleman's own  view,  to  receive.  It  may  be  that  it 
fumLshes  somQ  information  in  response  to  a  res- 
olution of  a  former  Congress,  requiring  no  legis- 
lation, and  to  the  reception  of  which  there  can 
be  no  objection.  I  thiiiK  the  Secretary  should  be 
permitted  to  make  his  announcement;  and  then, 
if  he  announces  a  message,  we  shall  be  prepared 
to  vote  upon  its  reception.  y 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  On  a  former  oc- 
casion, when  a  message  from  tlie  President  was 
transmitted  to  us,  the  point  was  made  upon  me 
that  the  objection  to  its  reception  came  too  late, 
that  the"  announcement  was  made,  and  the  mes- 
sage deposited  by  the  Secretary  of  the  President 
upon  the  Clerk's  desk, before  objection  was  made. 
I  desired  now  to  enter  my  objection  in  time. 

Mr.  CRAIGE.  The  point  was  made  upon  the 
former  occasion  to  whicn  the  gentleman  refers, 
that  the  objection  came  too  late.  My  point  now 
is,  that  the  objection  came  rather  tdo  soon. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  As  it  has  been  sii^gested 
that  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
will  permit  the  question  on  the  reception  to  be 
settled  by  the  House,  I  will,  withdraw  my  point 
of  order,  and  allow  the  question  to  be  taken  upon 
that  motion. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  demand  the  previous 
question. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  will  recollect 
that  there  are  two  points  of  order  that  must  be 
settled  before  the  main  question  can  be  ordered 
upon  the  motion  that  the  messa^  be  received. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  have  already  stated  that 
I  withdraw  my  question  of  order  for  the  purpose 
of  allowing  the  vote  to  be  taken  upon  the  motion 
of  the  genUeman  from  Georgia. 

Mr.  CRAIGE.  I  am  perfectly  willinff  to  con- 
cede to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  the  right  to  ob- 
ject to  the  reception  of  the  message;  but  the 
point  of  order  I  have  raised  is  as  to  the  time  of 
making  it.  The  point  was  made  the  other  day 
that  it  was  m^de  too  late:  I  now  make  the  point 
that  the  objection  was  made  too  fioon.  [Cries  of 
«*  Order  !"f 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  will  permit  the 
Clerk  to  state 

Mr.  CRAIGE.  I  insist  upon  my  point  of  order. 
I  want  that  the  message  should  oe  announced 
before  objection  is  made  to  its  reception.  [Cries  of 
«*  Order!"! 

Mr.  aUITMAN.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  have  this  point 
of  order  to  make  to  the  House,  and  I  pledge 
myself  that  whatever  my  opinions  may  be  I 
will  abide  by  them.  I  have  no  wish  that  the 
House  should  be  taken  by  surprise;  but,  sir,  I 
submit  that  it  is  the  right  of  every  member  of  the 
House  to  hear  what  announcement  the  Secretary 
of  the  President  has  to  make.  How  is  it  known 
th{tt  he  has  a  message  to  present  ?  To  what  does 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  object?  If  there  is  a 
message  presented  here,  I  am  willing  that  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  should  have  a  fair  chance 
to  object  to  its  reception;  but  let  us  hear  what 
announcement  the  Secretary  wishes  to  make. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  A  message  has  already 
been  announced  by  the  Doorkeeper. 

Mr.  CRAIGE.    No,  sir^ 


Mr.  ORR.  The  Doorkeeper  made  the  an- 
nouncement in  the  usual  form.  The  gentleman 
from  Ohio  knows  that  the  Doorkeeper  should 
announce  a  messenger  from  the  ^csiaent  of  the 
United  States,  or  something  of  that  sort. .  The 
Secretary  himself  announces  tliat  he  has  a  mes- 
sage. When  Ihat  announcement  has  been  made* 
it  will  then  bo  competent  to  object  to  its  recep- 
tion. 

Mr.  HUMPHREY  MARSHALL.  It  occurs 
to  me  that  it  is  a  matter  that  involves  the  privi- 
lege of  a  member  of  this  House [Cnes  of 

«» Order!"] 

Mr.  RUST.  I  call  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky to  order.  If  gentlemen  are  to  be  allowed 
to  speak  out  of  order  I  have  something  to  say. 
If  this  debate  is  to  go  on,  let  all  have  an  equal 
opportunity.     [Cries  of  **  Order !"  "  Order  !^'l 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  rose  to  a  privileged  ques- 
tion some  minutes  since.  1  moved  that  the  mes- 
sjige  be  received,  and  demanded  the  previous 
question.  I  ask  that  the  vote  may  be  taken  upon 
my  motion.     [Considerable  confusion  ensuea.] 

Mr.  BARKSDALE.  I  demand  that  the  vote 
be  taken  upon  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Greorgia. 

Mr.  CRAIGE.  I  want  the  rote  to  be  first  taken 
upon  my  point  of  order.  I  insist  that  no  objec- 
tion can  oe  raised — no  vote  taken  until  the  an- 
nouncement desired  to  be  made  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  President  has  been  made. 

Mr.  BARKSDALE.  I  insist  that  the  vote 
shall  be  taken  wfoti  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Stephens.] 

The  CLERK.  The  House  must  first  settle  the 
questions' of  order  that  have  been  raised. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  desire  to  know 
what  it  is  that  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  moves 
to  receive  ? 

Mr.  STEPHENS.    The  message. 

The  CLERK.  Does  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  withdraw  his  question  of  order  ?  or,  if 
not,  will  the  gentleman  state  precisely  what  it 
is*?  * 

Mr.  CRAIGE.  My  point  of  order  is  that  the 
messenger  from  the  President  shall  be  allowed  to 
announce  to  the  House  what  it  is  that  he  has  for 
us.  The  House  will  then  be  prepared  to  act 
upon  it. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  would  suggest  to 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  that  he  should 
withdraw  his  point  of  order  until  the  vote  has 
been  taken  upon  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  (Jeorgia,  which  will  obviate  the  necessity 
for  the  point.  Does  the  ^e^tleman  from  Nortn 
Carolina  now  withdraw  his  point  of  order  ? 

Mr.  CRAIGE.  I  withdraw  my  point  of  order 
if  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  withdrew  his  whole 
proposition. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  did 
so. 

Mr.  CRAIGE.  I  understood  that  he  did  not 
do  so.  He  still  holds  on  to  his  point  on  the  re- 
ception of  the  message;  therefore  I  insist  on  my 
point  of  order. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
simply  objected  to  the  reception  of  the  message. 
He  sull  adheres  to  that  objection.  The  gentleman 
from  Georgia  now  moves  that  the  message  be  re- 
ceived; and  on  that  motion  calls  for  the  previous 
question.    The  call  has  received  a  second. 

'Several  MebAers.    Yeas  and  nays. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  Clerk  de- 
clared the  yeas  and  nays  ordered. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  I  think  there  is  a  misunder- 
standing in  reference  to  the  yeas  and  nays.  The 
House,  in  my  judgment,  want  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  main  question,  and  not  on  ordering  the 
main  question  to  be  now  put.  [Cries  of  "Yeas 
and  nays  on  the  main  question;  that  is  it."] 
.  The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  wUl  hold,  then,  that 
the  main  Question  has  been  ordered  to  be  now 
put;  and  ttiat  the  yeas  and  nays  are  ordered  on 
the  main  question,  which  is,  "Shall  the  message 
be  received?" 

There  was  no  objection,  and  it  was  so  held. 

Mr.  HOUSTON:  Mr.  Clerk,  we*  are  now  to 
▼ote  on  the  question,  **  Shall  the  message  be  re- 
ceived?" What  message?  I  wish  the  announce- 
ment* to  be  made  by  the  messenger  what  is  Uie 
character  of  the  message,  so  that  I  may  vote  in- 
telligently. I  want  to  know  what  it  is  I  am 
voting  on. 

The  CLERK.    The  Clerk  cannot  aniwer  th« 
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nnllenisn;  the  Hodk  ii  now  in  Iho  execution 
tit  M  order.     [Crie»  of  "Call  the  roll!") 

Mr.  MORGAN.  Has  the  loat  vole  for  Speaker 
been  announced) 

The  CLERK.  Ithaanot,  The  question  was 
taken  on  the  question,  "  Shall  the  message  be  re- 
ceived?" and  it  wss  decided  in  tiR  affirmauve — 
ytaa  117.  naya  84i  as  Tollows: 


Dtekma,  Dodd,  Dunn,  EMb,  Emrie,  P.nna,  Giddinni,  CU- 

Sn,  gmiitrr.  Grew.  Boben  B.  Hall,  Huiui,  Hnflomy, 
lornug  B.  Ilortun,  VilPiiilnc  B.  HonoD,  HanDrd,  Huen- 
Mon,  KelHsy,  Kiupp,  ICimirllin,  Ldwr,  Milte>on,  Mc- 
Carlf,  Mneliun,  tUliu  Miller,  Honui,  Momll,  Hon, 
Nsnnn,  Firker,  FeUoD,  Purr,  ^uit,  PLke,  Priofle,  Pur- 
Tlaiic*,  RoMiin:-,  tlibiii,  Sspp,  Slieiniaii,  Dimmoiu,  Sjnn- 
ner,  SUnfon,  ftranaliar^TBppiln.Thnrlnnon,  Wndc,  Wel- 
M<1»,  VValdmu,  Cidwiladet  C.  Wu£bumc,  EUlfau  B. 
WuJibiirne,  lunirl  Wiuhlium,  WatKn,  Welcb.  Wood, 
Wimdralt,  and  WoodwonU— M. 

80  the  mesBage  was  ordered  to  be  received. 

Pendine  the  call, 

Mr.  ALEXA.NDERK.  MARSHALL  rose  and 
said:  Mr.  Clerk,  am  1  called  on  to  vole  in  refer- 
ence U>  the  reception  of  the  meana^  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  now  in  the  hands 
of  his  Private  Secrelorj't  who  Bppeara  below  the 
bar  of  the  House? 

The  CLERK.    ': 
.     Mr.  MARSHALL. 

The  result  of  the  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
fourth  vote  was,  liy  unanimous  conaEnl,  hers 
BJiDounccdaa  il  is  above  act  forth. 

The  CLERK.  The  Houac  haa  voted  to  ro- 
ceitc  the  tnt-ssnee. 

Mr.MraUEEN:  Mr.Clerk.I  move  thatlhe 
President's  PrivHle  Secretory  present  bis  message, 
and  that  it  be  now  received  in  the  usual  form. 

The  CLERK.  That  will  be  done.  (To  tile  ■ 
Pri  vole  Secretary.)  The  House  will  now  receive 
the  message  from  the  President  of  tlie  United 
Slatoa. 

Mr.  SipHET  WsBiTER,  ihc  Private  Secretary 
of  the  President,  then  appeared  at  ibo  bar  of  (he 
House,  and  said:  -• 

I  am  directed  by  ihe  President  of  the  United 
Statea  to  deliver  to  ihe  House  of  IlepresenlatiTes 
a  message  in  writing,  if  it  be  the  pleasure  of  the 

Several  Mehbiri.    It  is  the  pleomre  of  the 

The  Doorkeeper  laid  the  menagt  on  the  Clerii's 
table. 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  K.  MARSHALL.  1 
more  dial  the  measaee  be  read. 

Mr.  WAKEMAN.  And  I  mofe  that  dial 
motion  be  laid  on  Ihe  lable;  ^nd  on  that  motion  I 
damuid  the  yeaa  and  nays. 

The  yens  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  CADWALADER.  Mr.  Clerk,  on  the 
matter  of  the  eonalilutionel  privilegeof  ihe  House 
I  desire  to  reffer  to  the  Conslilution  of  the  United 
Btatea.  [Loud and  prolrocledcrieaof  "Order!" 
ftnm  alljiarls  of  the  Hall.] 

The  CLERK.  Objection  being  made,  debate 
ia  not  in  order. 

Mr.  CADWALADER.  1  riae  to  a  point  of 
order.    I  hove  the  right  to  slate  it.     [Continued 


state  his  point 
Mr.  CADV 


.  ADWALADER.  I  rise  to  a  point  of 
oracr,  involvin^aqueslionof  constilulional  priv- 
il^p.    I  Biibmll  that  the  House,  befora  Ihe  elec- 


tion of  a  Speaker,  has  a  right  lohave  Ihe  message 

read  as"  ln/orma(lffii"eoniraunicBledby  thePrea- 
ident,  undeV  Ihe  ihini  aeclianof  the  second  article 
of  Ihe  Constitution.  Tliia  aeclion  authorizes  the 
President,  on  extraordinary  occasions,  to  "  con- 
vene both  Houses,  or  either  ^ihm;"  and  makes 
il  hi*  duty  "  ftorn  lime  to  time"  to  "  give  lo  the 
CongreastHFOSiiATiaN  oftho  stale  of  the  Union," 
Ac.  The  objection  founded  on  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  1789.  requiring  the  Speaker  to  be  sworn, 
iiC.,  "  before  entering  on  any  other  biMtn<u,"haB 
BO  weight.  The  word  "  businesa"  ia  found  in 
Ihe  fifth  section  nf  the  Arat  article  of  the  Consii- 
tulion,  which,  when  compared  with  the  third 
section  of  the  second  article,  confirms  the  propo- 
sition, founded  on  the  common  sense  and  ordi- 
nary understandine  of  mankind,  that  the  receipt 
"■   "  the /irfurc  trsn«c- 
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nyprri. 


conslilulional 
privilege  to  receive  this  in/brmation  at  once;  and 
if  we  should  exclude  il  we  would  violate  our 
duly  to  oUt  constitiianlB  and  10  ourselvei. 

(Cries  of  "  Order!"  intetrupled  the  above  re- 
marks in  many  places.] 

The  CLERK  decided  thai  the  genllcmon  from 
Pennsylvania  had  the  right  lo  slate  hia  point  of 


.-"Kitl 


Mr.  CADWALADER.    I  have  said  all  that 
I  desired  in  explanation  of  my  point  of  order. 
The  CLERK.    Does  the  gentleman  insist  on 

Mr.  CADWALADER.    I  n-iah  Ihe  message 

The  CLERK.  Thegenileman  IVom  Kentucky 
moves  that  ihe  messogebc  read.  The  gentleman 
from  New  York  moves  that  that  motion  be  laid 
on  the  table.  The  question  ia  first  on  the  latter 
motion,  on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  have  been 
ordered. 

The  quesdon  waa  taken  on  the  motion  to  lay 

on  the  table  1  and  il  was  detided  in  tKe  negative 

— yeas  90,  nays  108;  as  follows; 

VBAS— Mcws.Albitelii,A11i>aD,BBDki,B*^bi>ur,  Hea- 

~    "       in,  Billiii|liur«t,  Bingham,  Bliu,  Dnd- 

ilAnglon,  Burllngame,  Lewis  D-  Camp. 

•faOB,  CoUki,  Comini,  Covode,  Cngin, 


Bvia,  Tiniottv  1>< 


brll,  'cbsAu 

Dgjr,  0am,  Btck.'DickKin,  Itadd,  Dunn,  Durfee,  E(Ue| 
Erarie,  GIddlngt,  GUbrn,  Granicr,  Grow,  ttoben  B.  Hall, 
Hului,  Rollmny,  Thomas  R.HonoB,  ValCDliiie  B.  Har- 
lan, Hawud,  llugluton,  Kelin,  Kiaf,  Knipp,  Knowlua, 
Knoi,  Leiicr,  Hace,  Maneun,  McCany,  Heacbin,  HoDre, 
Mornn,  Morrill,  Holt,  Norton,  Parker,  Pollon,  F>-rry, 
Pniji,  Flke,  Frlnile,  Purvlaaci.',  BUebie,  Bobblna,  Sabla, 
Sani,  Scott,  Sbemuta,  eimniDni,8pinncr,  Bunton,Binn- 
ohan,  Tippan,  Thonnxlon,  VVadr,  Wakcmin,  WalbildRe, 
Wsldnu,  Cidwelsdu  C.  WasHbume,  Elllbu  B.  Wiuh- 
bume,  iKmcl  Wuliburn,  Wiuon,  Welcb,  Wood,  Wood- 

i/aVS— Mei>»-AillFa,'ADeB,  Bui^1a)',Bijk>d(ilc,ncll, 
Hendlcy  H.  Beonen,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce,  Broom,  Biir- 

riiJilu,',CtiDinian',  HowclJCobb.Wiliiamwn  k.  W-CobbJ 
Cni.CmiiF,  Cullen,  Dividnon,  Dowdell.Edniandtnn,  Ed- 
naiidi,  Buiolt,  BniUib,  BUitrMae,  Eunk,  Enai,  Faulk- 
ner, Florence,  Foner,  Heair  H.  Fallar,  TtWBU  J.  D.  Ful- 

lu'rrii, ThomaiL.flarria, Haven,  I]crbcn,rfDtrnian,Hous^ 
IDn.JciTen.GrorieW.JanH.J.GtnncylonM.KDily.Kcn-' 
HU,  Kidwell,  KnlAt,  Lake,  Letcher,  Lunpkin,  Ak:isii~ 
del  k.  ManhaJI,  Hunphley  Uai^l,  Bunul  8.  Mardull, 
Uuwdl,  UcHulIin,  Mcdueen,  Bmiib  UillST,  HillMu, 
Mlllward,  Niclinlri,  Andrew  Oliver,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr, 
Packer,  Paine,  Peck,  Penninglan,  Phclpi,  PawcIL,  QotI- 
nun,  Beadr,  «ad>,  Kicaod,  RidBnlun,  Rnfflo,  KoM, 
MlmUdfc,  SavDfe,  SaifHul  A.  Smith,  WilUun  SmUk,  Wil- 
lUm  R-  Bmiib,  SDecd,  Siepheu,  Stewart,  Swope,  Talboii, 
Taytot,  Thamon,  Todd,  Trtppe,  Tyww,  Valk,  Walkei, 
WimeV,  Wiiikini  Well.,  Whielcr,  Whimey,  WiHfom>; 
Wbiilow,  Daniel  B.  Wri(ht,John  V.  Wiiflu,  and  ZoUl- 

So  the  Hooaa  refViaed  to  lar  the  motion  on  iLe 
table. 

The  CLERK.  The  question  now  recur*  on 
the  motion  thai  ihe  measage  be  read. 

Mr.  WATSON.     I  demand  the  yeas  andnays 

The  CLERK  requested  those  in  fhvor  of  or- 
dering Ihe  yeas  and  nays  to  rise,  and,  on  count- 
ing them,  declared  that  there  was  not  n  sufficient 
number  up. 

Mr.  WATSON.  Idemand  tellers  on  the  yeaa 
and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  WatsOit 
and  WiHiLow  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  laken;  and  (he  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered,  the  icllerB  having  reported- 
nyea  thirly-ieven;  more  thon  one  filll-   -'  •■■- 
present.       ^ 
.  The  question  waa  then  taken 


ii^h  of  those 


Shall  ihe  message  be  read  >"  and  itvas  dedM 
1  the  affirmative — yeas  11^,  nays  66;  ai  Man: 
Alkcn,  Allen,  lliUI,  Birriiy,  Bubbit, 

!tl,<;adwiiJader,jDliaP.Cunpbeil,cirlilc,<.'in^» 
.wf ,  CliniqiBn,  llowrlt  Cobh,  Wllhlmsoa  H.  W,  Vok 
I,  Cnicc,  Cullen,  IM>id»n,  DowdtU,  EdnDnl>sir 

■-  ■''■'-i.Enplih,  Etl»riil|e,EnmB,ETiM.F,uil 

FoHei,  Heary  M.  FlillR,  Tfeowu  J.  ft. 
iwood,  J.  UofiiKii  llurs,  Hi»>.n 


Edwarda,  El 


"^.  Marrimil,  HuBi|ibny'^JLB^'M,'8u'»l' 


.well,  H 


rev  Msnluill 


»on,i{icholi,AndrewOlivcr,"Mun]eei    .  .  , 

FDioF,  Fccfc,  Pcnniniiini,  Pbelps,  Powell,  Quilou, 
Rcade,  Krady,  BicaDd.lUchanlwn.RDniB,  Rmt-SuiiliaR, 
Bivift,  aeon,  Baoiuei  A.  Bmllh,  Willian  tinidi  Wdajo 
B.  Hmllti,  Siieed,  Stepbuw,  Btswan,  SivapF.Tiliai.Tu- 
lur,Thun.|on,Todd^pp«,ValV,  Walker,  Wunrr.H-ii. 
kins.Wclli.WheclcrJWlB^ey.WilMaiiM.Win.ioii,  Diwd 
B,  Wrifht,  Jolin  V.  Wrtittit,  and  ZoUicoffrr— 1(«. 

NAVS— Mtnn.  Albiiglu.  AUtoon,  Builu,  tehw, 
Uennr  Benneu,  Benion,  BlUingliuru,  Bui|bui,  BIm, 
Brd^lun,  Drcnion,  Bumnglon,  Builiniime,  Uou  1. 
Cnmpbcli.  CholKw,  CIswaon.  Colfti,  Commi,  Com*, 
C^nfin,  CTumbick,  Durell,  Timothy  Daiii,  tl>),  Dm, 
De  tVilt,  Dick,  ihcknn,  Dodd,  Dunn,  DsrfH',  Edit,  Enm. 
Giddinga,  Gilbert,  Grannr.  Glow,  BolKn  B.  IliU.  Bufu, 
HniinwBv.  Thnmaj  B.  Ilanofl,  Valentine  B,  Honoii,  llw 
Retry.  Rnapp,Knoi>tIOD,Knai.Kratd. 
minEua,  McCiny,  Meacbui.  Killiu  MiWiT, 
,  Moiian,  MoniU,  Moll,  Norton,  Pfikir,  fWH, 
Petlll,  Pilw,  Pilnile,  Fiirvlance,  BiKliip,  IMiu, 

,  Sapp,  Sherninn.  Simniona,  Spinner- Snuii™.  Hi™. 

ihnn,  TappiD,  Thorinfton,  Wade,  Wakt 
'■'-•'-in,  CsdwiUader  C.  — 
Iinel  Wulibara,  t 


i,SBpp,9hrmi 
Krmn,  TappiD,  Thonni 
IValilron,  CsdmUader  C.  Wsjil)lii9r*< 
bniM,  Iinel  W»l 

woodworUi— aa. 

So  Ihe  message  was  ordered  to  be  read. 

The  CLERK  then  read  the  mesaage,  vhidi  ii 
as  follows: 
To  lAe  SfiuUe  oiut  HovH  of  XtprrtntMiiia: 

Circumatancea  have  occurred  10  disturb  iIk 
course  of  governmental  organization  in  the  Tre- 
rilory  of  Kansas,  and  produce  there  a  modition 
of  things  which  reudem  it  incumbent  on  me  10 
call  your  attention  to  Ihe  subject,  and  nr^nllr 
to  recommend  the  adoption  by  you  of  inchnMB- 
urea  of  legislation  as  the  grave  esigences  ef  lit 
case  appear  to  require. 

A  brief  exposition  of  the  eirca  m  stances  reftitrd 
y>,  and  of  their  causes,  will  be  nece»8»:y  to  lit 
full  understanding  of  the  recommendatioas  vhicb 
it  ia  proposed  to  submit. 

The  act  10  oiganize  the  TerritoriM  of  NAimIu 
and  Kansas  was  a  manifestation  of  the  legisbtitf 
opinion  of  Congress  on  two  great  pointa  ofcoii- 
alilulionalconstruelion;  one,  that  the  deaisiiitiiK 
of  the  boundaries  of  a  new  Territory,  »nJ  p^ 
vision  for  its  polilical  organiailion  arid  ailniiiia- 
tralion  aa  a  Territory,  are  measores  whifh  " 
right  ftUI  within  the  powers  of  the  Geneml  Gor- 
emment;and  Ihc  other,  thai  the  inhsbttslti  or 
any  such  Territory,  considered  an  an  indioile 
Slate,  are  entitled,  in  the  exercise  of  aetf-eoien- 
ment,  to  delcrmine  for  themaelvei  what  rt«ll " 
their  own  domestic  institutions,  subject  onKtB 
the  Constitution  and  the  laws  duly  enacted  or 
Congrees  under  it,  and  to  the  power  of  iJn  f^ 
ing  Slates  lo  decide  according  10  Ihe  proTiooM 
and  principles  of  the  Constitution  aiwlwltirae 
the  Temlory  sbali  be  received  as  aSttile  mlolM 
Union.  Such  are  the  great  political  rishU  wbB« 
are  »olemn*y  declared  and  trtfirmed  by  that  art 

Baaed  upon  this  theory,"  the  act  of  Coiip«" 
defined  fhr  each  Terrilory  the  oullinei  of  r^"" 
lican  governnvent,  distributing  public  """^r 
among  lawfiilly  created  agents— eieeutiT^  joj^ 
cial.tuid  lerisfative— to  be  appointed  eithtr  of 
Ihe  General  Government  or  by  the  TemimT' 
The  legislative  fbnelions  were  inlnialed  w  i 
Counelland  a  House  of  Reprasentativei  dsij 
elected  and  empowered  to  enact  all  thel*™"'" 
which  they  might  deem  essential  to  i^^'f^ 
perily,  happiness,  and  eood  eovemmeDt.  i'""! 
"  thi  aame spirit,  Confresa llso  defined  thcT 

na  who  wefe  in  the  (Ssl  instance  to  be  cew^; 


above  the  age  of  twenty-one  yeaia,  "'"J  j, 
actual  resident  thereof,  and  posScssinE  ll"  h"^ 
flcalions  hereafter  described,  should  be.*;'""" 
10  vote  at  the  first  election,  and  be  elipbt " 
any  office  within  the  Territory :  but  lb" 
qualiflcalions  of  voters  and  holding  ™'*'^-m 
iubscqnent  elections  should  be  -"'h","'^^ 
be  prescribed  by  the  LegislstiveAHemblr  ^"7 
vid^,  howe—  ■■■-  ■^-  ^~'-'  "'""ff""^'™" 
of  holding  o 
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^dzenei  of  the  United  States,  and  those  who 
«houhi  have  declared  on  oath  their  intention  to 
become  such,  and  have  taken  an  oath  to  sup- 
port the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and 
the  provisions  of  the  act:  And  provided,  fUrther, 
that  no  officer,  soldier,  seaman,  or  marine,  or 
other  person  in  the  Army  or  Navy  of  the  United 
States,  or  attached  to  troops  in  their  service, 
should  be  allowed  to  vote  or  hold  office  in  either 
Territory  by  reason  of  being  on  service  therein. 

Such  of  the  public  officers  of  the  Territories 
as,  by  the  provisions  of  the  act,  were  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Gkneral  Government,  including 
the  Governors,  were  appointed  and  commissioned 
in  due  season;  the  law  bavins  been  enacted  on 
the  30th  of  May,  1854,  and  the  commission  of 
the  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Nebraska 
being  dated  on  the  Sd  day  of  #.ugust,  1854,  and 
of  the  Territory  of  Kansas  on  the  SSthf  day  of 
June,  1854. 

Among  the  duties  imposed  by  the  act  on  the 
Governors  was  that  of  directing  and  superintend- 
ing the  political  oi^nization  of  the  respective 
Territories.  The  Governor  of  Kansas  was  re- 
quired to  cause  a  census  or  enumeration  of  the 
inhabitants  and  qualified  voters  of  the  several 
counties  and  districts  of  the  Territory,  to  be 
taken  by  such  persons  and  in  such  mode  as  he 
might  desij^nate  and  appoint;  to  appoint  and  di- 
rect the  time  and  places  of  holdmg  the  first 
elections,  and  the  manner  of  conducting  them, 
both  as  to  the  persons  to  superintend  such  elec-  . 
ttons  and  the  returns  thereof;  to  declare  the  num- 
ber of  the  members  of  the  Council  and  House 
of  Representatives  for  each  county  or  district; 
to  declare  what  persons  might  appear  to  be  duly 
elected;  and  to  apooint  the  time  and  place  of  the 
first  meeting  of  the  Le^slative  Assembly.  In 
substance,  the  same  duties  were  devolved  on  the 
Governor  of  Nebraska. 

While,  by  this  act,  the  principle  of  constitution 
for  each  of  the  Territories  was  one  and  the  same, 
and  the  details  of  organic  legislation  regardinf 
both  were  as  nearly  as  coula  be  identic^,  and 
-while  the  Territory  of  Nebraska  was  tranquilly 
snd  successfully  organized  in  the  due  course  of 
law,  and  its  first  Legislative  Assembly  met  on 
the  16th  of  January,  1855,  the  organization  of 
Kansas  was  Ions  delayed  and  has  been  attended 
mth  serious  difficulties  and  embarrassments, 
partly  the  consequence  of  local  mal-ad ministra- 
tion, and  partly  of  the  unjustifiable  interference 
of  the  inhabitants  of  some  of  the  States  foreign 
by  residence,  interests, and  rights  to  the  Territory. 

The  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  com- 
missioned, as  before  stated,  on  the  29th  of  June, 
1854,  did  not  reach  the  designated  seat  of  his 
government  until  the  7th  of  the  ensuing  October; 
and  even  then  failed  to  make  the  first  step  in  its 
legal  organization — that  of  ordering  the  census 
or  enumeration  of  its  inhabitants— until  so  late  a 
day  that  the  election  of  the  members  of  the  Le- 
gislative Assembly  did  not  take  place  until  the 
30th  of  March,  1855,  nor  its  meeting  until  the  3d 
of  July,  1855.  So  that,  for  a  year  after  the  Ter- 
ritory was  constituted  by  the  act  of  Congress  and 
the  "Officers  to  be  appointed  by  the  Federal  Exec- 
utive had  been  commission^,  it  was  without  a 
complete  government,  without  any  legislative 
autnority,  without  local  law,  and  of  course  with- 
out the  ordinary  guarantees  of  peace  and  public 
order. 

In  other  respects,  the  Governor,  instead  of  ex- 
ercising constant  vigilance  and  putting  forth  ail 
his  energies  to  prevent  or  counteract  the  tenden- 
cies to  ulegality  which  are  prone  to  exist  in  all 
imperfectly-organized  and  newly -associated  com- 
munities, allowed  his  attention  to  be  diverted  from 
official  obligation  by  other  objects,  and  himself 
•et  an  example  of  the  violation  of  law  in  the  per- 
formance of  acts  which  rendered  it  my  duty,  in 
the  sequel,  to  remove  him  from  the  office  of  chief 
executive  magistrate  of  the  Territory. 

Before  the  requisite  preparation  was  accom- 
plished for  election  of  a  Territorial  Legislature, 
an  election  of  Delegate  to  Congress  had  been  held 
in  the  Territoiy  on  the  29th  day  of  November, 
1854,  and  the  Delegate  took  his  seat  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  without  challenge.  If  arrange- 
menu  had  been  perfected  by  the  Governor  so  that 
the  election  for  members  of  the  Legislative  As- 
wmbly  mi^ht  be  held  in  the  several  precincts  at 
the  same  time  as  for  Delegate  to  Congress,  any 
question  appertaining  to  the  qoidification  of  tb!e 


persons  voting  as  people  of  the  Territory  would 
nave  passed  necessanly  and  at  once  under  the 
supervision  of  Congress,  as  the  judge  of  the 
validity  of  the  return  of  the  Dele^te,  and  would 
have  been  determined  before  convicting  passions 
had  become  inflamed  by  time,  and  before  oppor- 
tunity could  have  been  afforded  for  systematic 
interference  of  the  people  of  individual  States. 

This  interference,  in  so*far  as  concerns  its  pri- 
mary causes  and  its  immediate  commencement, 
was  one  of  the  incidents  of  that  pernicious  agita- 
tion on  the  subject  of  the  condition  of  the  colored 
persons  held  to  senrice  in  some  of  the  States, 
which  has  so  lon^g  disturbed  the  repose  of  our 
country,  and  excited  individuals,  otherwise  pat- 
riotic and  law-abiding,  to  toil  with  misdirected 
zeal  in  the  attempt  to  propagate  their  social  theo- 
ries by  the  perversion  and  abuse  of  the  powers  of 
Congress.  The  persons  and  the  parties,  whom 
the  tenor  of  the  act  to  organize  the  Territories  of 
Nerbraska  and  Kansas  thwarted  in  the  endeavor 
to  impose,  through  the  a^ncy  of  Con^ss,  their 
particular  views  of  social  organization  on  the 
people  of  the  future  new  States,  now  perceiving 
that  the  policy  of  leaving  the  inhabitants  of  each 
State  to  judge  for  themselves  in  this  respect  was 
insradically  rooted  in  the  convictions  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  tJnion,  then  had  recourse,  in  the  pur- 
suit of  their  geneml  object,  to  the  extraordinary 
measure  of  propagandist  colonization  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Kansas,  to  prevent  the  fVee  and  natural 
action  of  its  inhs^bitants  in  its  internal  organiza- 
tion, and  thus  to  anticipate  or  to  force  the  determ- 
ination of  that  question  in  this  inchoate  State. 

With  such  views,  associations  were  organized 
in  some  of  the  States,  and  their  purposes  ^ere 
proclaimed  through  the  press  in  language  ex- 
tremely irritating  and  offisnsive  to  those  of  whom 
the  colonists  were  to  become  the  neighbors.  Those 
designs  and  acts  had  the  necessary  consequence 
to  awaken  emotions  of  intense  mdignation  in 
States  near  to  the  Territory  of  Klfuisas,  and 
especially  in  the  adjoining  State  of  Missouri, 
wnose  domestic  peace  was  thus  the  most  directly 
endangered;  but  they  ^ire  far  from  justifying  the  il- 
legal and  reprehenaiole  counter-movements  whi<di 
ensued. 

Under  these  inauspicious  circumstances,  the 
primary  elections  for  members  of  the  LiCgislative 
Assembly  were  held  in  most,  if  not  all,  of  the 
precincts  at  the  time  and  the  places,  and  by 
the  persons  designated  and  appointed  by  the 
Governor  according  to  law. 

Angry  accusations  that  illegal  votes  had  been 
polled  abounded  on  all  sides,  and  imputations 
were  made  both  of  fraud  and  violence.  But  the 
Governor,  in  the  exercise  of  the  power  and  the 
discharge  of  the  duty  conferred  and  imposed  by 
law  on  him  alone,  officially  received  and  con- 
sidered the  returns;  declared  a  largo  majority  of 
the  members  of  the  Council  and  the  House  of 
Representatives  **duly  elected;"  withheld  cer- 
tificates from  others  because  of  alleged  illegality 
of  votes;  appointed  a  new  election  to  supply  the 
i^ace  of  the  persons  not  certified;  and  thus  at 
length,  in  all  the  forms  of  statute,  and  with  his 
own  official  authentication,  complete  legality  was 
given  to  the  first  Legislative  Assembly  of  the 
Territory.  • 

Those  decisions  of  the  returning  officers  and 
of  the  Governor  are  final,  except  that,  by  the 
parliamentary  usage  of  the  country  applied  to 
the  organic  law,  it  may  be  conceded  that  each 
House  of  the  Assembly  must  have  been  compe- 
tent to  determine,  in  the  last  resort,  the  qualifi- 
cations and  the  election  of  its  members.  The 
subject  was,  by  its  nature,  one  appertaining  ex- 
clusively to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  local  author- 
ities of  the  Terntory.  Whatever  irregularities 
may  have  occurred  m  the  elections,  it  seems  too 
late  now  to  raise  that  question.  At  all  events,  it 
is  a  question  as  to  which,  neither  now  nor  at  any 
previous  time,  has  the  least  possible  leeal  authority 
Dcen  possessed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  For  all  present  purposes  the  legislative 
body  thus  constituted  and  elected  was  the  legit- 
imate Assembly  of  the  Territory. 

Accordingly,  the  Gk>vemor,  by  proclamation, 
convoied  the  Assembly  thus  elected  to  meet  at  a 
place  called  Pawnee  City.  The  two  Houses  met, 
and  were  duly  organized  in  the  ordinary  pariia- 
jnentary  form;  each  sent  to,  and  recetved from, 
the  Governor  the  official  communications  usual 
on  such  occasiom)  an  siabovate  moMagp,  opening 


the  session,  was  communicated  by  the  Governor; 
fcnd  the^eneral  business  of  legislation  M^as  entered 
upon  by  the  Legislative  Assembly. 

But,  after  a  few  days,  the  Assembly  resolved  * 
to  adjourn*to  another  place  in  the  Territory.  A 
law  was  accordingly  passed,  against  the  consent 
of  the  Govemo^^but  in  due  form  otherwise,  to 
remove  the  seot  of  government  temporarily  to  the 
•*  Shawnee  Manual  Labor  School,*'  (or  Mission,) 
and  thither  the  Assembly  proceeded.  After  this, 
receiving  a  bill  for  the  establishm^t  of  a  ferry  at 
the  town  of  Kickapoo,  the  Governor  refused  to 
sign  it,  and,  by  i^ecial  message,  assigned  for 
reason  of  refusal,  not  anything  objectionable  in 
the  bill  itself,  nor  any  pretense  of  the  illegality  or 
incompetency  of  the  Assembly  as  such,  but  only 
the  fact  that  the  Assembly  had  by  its  act  trans- 
ferred the  seat  of  government  temporarily  from 
Pawnee  City  to  Shawnee  Mission.  For  the  same 
reason  he  continued  to  refuse  to  sign  otlier  bills, 
until,  in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  he,  by  official 
message,  communicated  to  the  Assembly  the  fkct 
that  he  had  received  notification  of  the  termination 
of  his  functions  as  Governor,  and  that  the  duties 
of  the  office  were  legally  devolved  on  the  Secretary 
of  the  Territory;  thus  to  the  last  recognizing  the 
body  as  a  duly-elected  and  constituted  Legislative 
Assembly.  • 

It  will  be  perceived  that,  if  any  constitutional 
defect  attached  to  the  legislative  acts  of  the  As- 
sembly, it  is  not  pretended  to  consist  in  irregular- 
ity of  election,  or  wany>f  qualification  of  the  mem- 
bers, but  only  in  the  change  of  its  place  of  session. 
However  trivial  this  objection  may  seem  to  be,  it 
requires  to  be  considered,  because  upon  it  is 
founded  all  that  superstructure  of  acts,  plainly 
against  law,  which  now  threatens  the  peace,  not 
only  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  but  of  the  Union. 

Such  an  objection  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Le- 
gislative Assembly  was  of^ exceptionable  origin, 
for  the  reason  that,  by  the  express  terms  of  the 
organic  law,  the  seat  of  government  of  the  Ter- 
ritory was  **  located  temporarily  at  FortLeaven- 
wortn,^!  and  yet  the  Gk>vernor  nimself  remained 
there  less  than  two  months,  and  of  his  own  dis- 
cretion transferred  the  seat  of  government  to  the 
Shawnee  Mission,  where  it  in  fact  was  at  the 
time  the  Assembly  were  called  to  meet  at  Pawnee 
City.  If  the  Governor  had  any  such  right  to 
change  temporarily  the  seat  of  government,  still 
more  had  the  Legislative  Assembly.  The  objec- 
tion is  of  exceptionable  origin  for  the  further  rea- 
son, that  the  place  indicated  by  the  Governor, 
without  having  any  exclusive  claim  of  preference 
in  itself,  was  a  proposed  town  site  only,  which 
he  and  others  were  attempting  to  locate  unlaw- 
fully upon  land  within  a  military  reservation, 
and  for  participation  in  which  illegal  act  the 
oonraiandant  of^  the  post — a  superior  officer  of 
the  Army — has  been  dismissed  by  sentence  of 
court-martial.  * 

Nor  is  it  easy  to  see  why  the  Legislative  As- 
sembly might  not  with  propriety  pass  the  terri- 
torial act  transferring  its  sittings  to  the  Shawnee 
Mission.  If  it  could  not,  that  must  be  on  account 
of  some  prohibitory  or  incompatible  provision  of 
act  of  Congress.  But  no  sucn  provision  exists. 
The  organic  act,  as  already  quoted,  says  *'  the 
seat  of  government  is  hereby  located  temporarily 
at  FortXeavenworth;'*  and  it  then  provides  that 
certain  of  the  public  buildings  there  **  may  be 
occupied  and  used  under  the  direction  of*^  the 
Governor  and  Legislative  Assembly."  These 
expressions  might  possibly  be  construed  to  imply 
that  when  in  a  prerious  section  of  the  act  it  was 
enacted  that  **  the  first  legislative  Assembly 
shall  meet  at  such  place  and  on  such  day  as  the 
Governor  shall  appoint,"  the  word  "place" 
means  place  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  not  place 
anywhere  in  the  Territory.  If  so,  the  Governor 
would  have  been  the  first  to  err  in  this  matter, 
not  only  in  himself  having  removed  the  seat  of 
government  to  the  Shawnee  Mission,  but  in  again 
removing  it  to  Pavmee  City.  If  there  was  any 
departure  from  the  letter  of  the  law,  therefore,  it 
was  his  in  both  instances. 

But,  however  this  may  be,  it  is  most  unreason- 
able to  suppose  that  by  the  terms  of  the  organic 
act  Congress  intendea  to  do  impliedly  what  it 
has  not  done  expressly — that  is,  to  foroid  to  the 
Legislative  Assembly  the  power  to  choose  any 
place  it  mi^ht  see  nt  as  tne  temporary  seat  of 
Its  deliberauons.  That  is  proved  by  the  signifi- 
QftAi  language  of  one  of  the  subsequent  acts  of 
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CongrcM  on  the  subject,  that  of  March  3, 1855, 
which,  in  making  appropriation  for  pubkc  build- 
ings of  the  Territory,  enacts  that  the  same  shall 
not  be  expended  **  until  the  Legislature  of  said 
Territory  shall  have  fiaed  by  law  thtf  permanent 
seat  of  government.**  Congress,  in  these  ex- 
pressions, does  not  profess  \o  be  granting  the 
power  to  fix  the  permanent  "seat  of  government, 
tut  recognizes  the  power  as  one  already  granted. 
But  how?  Undoubtedly  by  the  conaprehensive 
provision  of  the  organic  act  it8elf,»which  declares 
that  **  the  legislative  power  of  the  Territory  shall 
extend  to  all  rightful  subjects  of  legislation,  con- 
sistent with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
and  the  provisions  of  this  act.**  If,  in  view  of 
this  act,  the  Legislative  Assembly  had  the  large 
power  to  fix  the  piermanent  seat  of  government 
at  any  place  in  its  discretion,  of  course  by  the 
same  enactment  it  had  the  less  and  the  included 
power  to  fix  it  temporarily. 

Nevertheless,  the  allegation  that  the  acts  of  the 
Legislative  Assembly  were  illegal  by  reason  of 
this  removal  of  its  place  of  session  *was  brought 
forward  to  justify  the  first  great*  movement  in 
disregard  of  law  within  the  Territory.  One  of 
the  acts  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  provided 
for  the  election  of  a  Delegate  to  the  present  Con- 

f-ess,  and  a  Delegate  was  elecli^d  under  that  law. 
ut,  subsec^uently  to  this,  a  portion  of  the  people 
of  the  Territory  proceeded  without  authority  of 
law  to  elect  another  Delegate. 

Following  upon  this  igovement  was  another 
and  more  important  one  jof  the  same  general 
character.  Persons  confessedly  not  constituting 
the  body  politic,  or  all  the  inhabitants,  but  merely 
a  party  of  the  inhabitants,  and  without  law,  have 
undertaken  to  summon  a  convention  for  the  pur- 
pose of  transforming  the  Territory  into  a  State, 
and  have  framed  a  constitution,  aaopted  it,  and 
under  it  elected  a  Governor  and  other  officers,  and 
a  Representative  to  Congress. 

I^  extenuation  of  these  illegal  acts,  it  is  alleged 
that  the  States  of  California,  Michigan,  and 
others,  were  self-organized,  and,  as  such,  were 
admitted  into  the  Union  without  a  previous  ena- 
bling act  of  Congress.  It  is  true  tnat  while,  in 
a  majority  of  cases,  a  previous  act  of  Congress 
has  been  passed  to  authorize  the  Territory  to 
present  itself  as  a  State,  and  that  this  is  deemed 
tlie  most  regular  course,  yet  such  an  act  has  not 
been  held  to  be  indispensable,  and,  in  some  cases, 
the  Territory  has  proceeded  without  it,  and  has 
ne'vertheless  been  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a 
State.  It  lies  with  Congress  to  authorize  before- 
hand, or  to  confirm  afterwards,  in  its  discretion; 
but  in  no  instance  has  a  State  been  admitted 
upon  the  application  of  persons  acting  against 
authorities  duly  constituted  by  act  of  Congress. 
In  every  case  it  is  the  people  of  the  Territory, 
not  a  party  among  them,  who  have  the  power  to 
form  a  constitution,  and  ask  for  admission  as  a 
State.  No  principle  of  public  law,  no  practice  or 
precedent  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  no  rule  of  reason,  right,  or  common  senss, 
confers  any  such  power  as  that  now  claimed  by 
a  mere  party  in  the  Territory.  In  fact,  what  has 
been  done  is  of  revolutionary  character.  It  is 
avowedly  so  in  motive  and  in  aim  as  respects  the 
local  law  of  the  Territory.  It  will  become  trea- 
sonable insurrection  if  it  reach  the  length  of  or- 
ganized resistance  by  force  to  the  fundamental 
or  any  other  Federal  law,  and  to  the  authority  of 
the  Greneral  Government. 

In  such  an  event,  the  path  of  duty  for  the 
Executive  is  plain.  The  Constitution  requiring 
him  to  take  care  fftat  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  be  faithfully  executed,  if  they  be  opposed 
in  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  he  may  and  snould 
place  at  the  disposal  of  the  marshal  any  pubUc 
force  of  the  United  States  which  happens  to  be 
within  the  jurisdiction,  to  be  used  as  a  portion 
of  the  posH  comittUus;  and,  if  that  do  not  sufiUce 
to  maintain  order,  then  he  may  call  forth  the 
militia  of  one  or  more  States  for  that  object,  or 
employ  for  the  same  object  any  part  of  the  land 
or  naval  force  of  the  United  States.  So,  also, 
if  the  obstruction  be  40  the  laws  of  the  Territory,' 
and  it  be  duly  presented  to  him  as  a  case  of  iii- 
surrection,  he  may  employ  for  its  suppression 
the  militiaof  any  State,  or  the  land  or  naval  force 
of  the  United  States.  And  if  the  Territory  be 
invaded  by  the  citizens  of  other  States,  whether 
for  the  purpose  of  deciding  elections  or  for  any 
other,  and  the  local  authorities  find  themsslyes 


unable  to  repel  or  withstand  it,  they  will  be  en- 
titled to,  ana  upon  the  fact  bein^f  fully  ascertained 
they  shall  most  certainly  receive,  the  aid  of  the 
General  Government. 

But  it  is  not  the  duty  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  volunteer  interposition  by  force 
to  preserve  the  purity  of  elections  either  in  a  State 
or  Territory.  To  do  so  would  be  subversive  of 
public  freeaom.  And  whether  a  law  be  wise  or 
unwise,  just  or  unjust,  is  not  a  question  for  him 
to  judge.  If  it  be  constitutional — that  is,  if  it  be 
tlie  law  of  the  land— it  is  his  duty  to  cause  it  to  be 
executed,  or  to  sustain  the  authorities  of  any 
State  or  Territory  in  executing  it  in  opposition  to 
all  insurrectionary  movements. 

Our  system  afifords  no  justification  of  revo- 
lutionary acts;  for  the  constitutional  means  of 
relieving  the  people  of  unjust  administration  and 
laws,  by  a  change  of  public  agents  and  by  repeal, 
are  ample,  and  more  ^prompt  and  eflfcctive  than 
illegal  violence.  These  constitutional  means  must 
be  scrupulously  guarded — this  great  prerogative 
of  popular  sovereignty  sacredly  respected. 

It  is  the  undoubted  right  of  the  peaceable  and 
orderly  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas  10  elecf  their 
own  legislative  body,  make  their  own  laws,  and 
regulate  their  own  social  institutions,  without 
foreign  or  domestic  molestation.  Interference, 
on  the  one  hand,  to  procure  the  abolition  or  pro- 
hibition of  slave  labor  in  the  Territory  has  pro- 
duced mischievous  interference;  on  the  other  for 
its  maintenance  or  introduction.  One  wrong 
begets  another.  Statements  entirely  unfounded, 
or  grossly  exaggerated,  concerning  events  within 
the  Territory,  are  sedulously  dinused  through 
remote  States  to  feed  the  flame  of  sectional  ani- 
mosity there;  and  the  agitators  there  exert  them- 
selves indefatigably  in  return  to  encourage  and 
stimulate  strife  within  the  Territory. 

The  inflammatory  agitation,  of  which  the  pres- 
ent is  but  a  part,  has  for  twenty  years  produced 
nothing  save  unmitigated  evil.  North  and  South. 
But  for  it  the  character  of  the  domestic  institutions 
of  the  future  new  ^tate  would  have  been  a  matter 
of  too  little  interest  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  con- 
tiguous States,  personally  or  collectively,  to  pro- 
duce amongThem  any  political  emotion.  Climate, 
soil,  production,  hopes  of  rapid  advancement  and 
the  pursuit  of  happiness  on  tne  part  of  the  settlers 
themselves,  with  good  wishes,  but  with  no  inter- 
ference from  without,  would  have  quietly  determ- 
ined the  question,  which  is  at  this  time  of  such 
disturbing  character. 

But  we  are  constrained  to  turn  our  attention  to 
the  circumstances  of  embarrassment  as  they  now 
exist.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  people  of  Kansas  to 
discountenance  every  act  or  purpose  of  resistance 
to  its  laws.  Above  all,  the  emergency  appeals  to 
the  citizens  of  the  States,  and  especially  of  those 
contiguous  to  tlio>  Territory,  neitner  by  interven- 
tion of  non-residents  in  elections,  nor  by  unau- 
thorized military  force,  to  attempt  to  encroach 
upon  or  usurp  tne  authority  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Territory. 

No  citizen  of  our  country  should  permit  him- 
self to  forget  that  he  is  a  part  of  its  (Government, 
and  entitled  to  be  heard  in  the  determination  of 
its  policy  and  its  measures,  and  that,  therefore, 
the  highest  considerations  of  personal  honor  and 
patriotism  require  him  to  maintain,  by  whatever 
of  power  or  influence  he  may  possess,  the  integ- 
rity of  the  laws  of  the  Republic. 

Entertaining  these  views,  it  will  be  my  imper- 
ative duty  to  exert  the  whole  power  of  the  Federal 
Executive  to  support  public  order  imthe  Terri- 
tory; to  vindicate  itslaws,  whether  Federal  or  local, 
against  all  attempts  of  or^nized  resistance;  and 
so  to  protect  its  people  in  the  establishment  of 
their  own  institutions,  undisturbed  by  encroach- 
ment from  without,  and  in  the  full  enjoyment  of 
the  rights  of  self-government  assured  to  them  by 
the  Constitution  and  the  organic  act  of  Congress. 

Although  serious  and  threatening  disturbances 
in  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  announced  to  me  by 
the  Governor  in  December  last,  were  speedily 
quieted  without  the  efliusion  of  blood,  and  in  a 
satisfactory  manner,  there  is,  I  regret  to  say, 
reason  to  apprehend  that  disorders  will  continue 
to  occur  there,  with  increasing  tendency  to  vio- 
lence, until  some  decisive  measure  be  taken  to 
dispose  of  the  question  itself  whi^h  constitutes 
the  inducement  or  occasion  of  internal  agitation 
and  of  external  interference. 

This,  i)  seens  to  me,  can  best  be  accomplished 


by  providing  that,  when  the  inhabitants  of  Kao> 
sas  may  desire  it,  and  shall  be  of  sufficient  nuin> 
bers  to  constitute  a  State,  a  convention  of  dele- 
gates,  duly  elected  by  the  qualified  voters,  shall 
assemble  to  frame  a  constitution,  and  thus  to  pre- 
pare, through  regular  and  lawful  means,  for  its 
admission  into  the  Union  as  a  State. 

I  respectfully  recommend  the  enactmcm  of  a 
law  to  tnat  effect. 

I  recommend,  also,  that  a  special  appropriation 
be  made  to  defray  any  expense  which  may  be> 
come  requisite  in  the  execution  of  the  laws  or  the 
maintenance  of  public  order  in  the  Territory  of 
Kansas.  FRANKLIN  PIERCE. 

Washingtok,  January  24, 1856. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  suppose,  Ui. 
Clerk,  that  it  is  i^t  in  order  to  debate  the  mes- 
sage? 

The  CLERK.    Debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    I  congratulate  the  couo< 

try c    [The  remainder  of  the  senteoce  wu 

lost  amid  almost  deafening  cries  of  "  Order "  from 
every  part  of  the  Hall.]  I  move  that  the  message 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  K.  MARSHALL.  I 
move  that  it  be  kept  by  the  Clerk,  to  be  handed 
over  to  his  successor. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  accept  that  at  a  modifi- 
cation of  my  motion. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  will  please  state 
his  motion  as  modified. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  It  is  that  the  message  be 
laid  on  the  table,  and  committed  by  the  House  to 
the  hands  of  the  Clerk,  to  be  delivered  by  him  to 
his  successor. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  hope  the  motion  may  be 
withdrawn,  so  that  I  may  submit  a  motion  to 
rescind  the  ten-minute  rule, 

Mr..  CAMPBELL.  I  wish  my  motion  to  be 
voted  on  now,  and  as  a  distinct  proposition. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee".  If  the  message  be 
laid  on  the  table,  it  will  always  be  in  the  power 
of  the  House  to  take  it  up  and  make  whateyer 
disposition  of  it  members  may  see  fit. 

Mr.  SNEED.  I  move  that  the  motion  be  laid 
on  the  table,  which  will,  I  believe,  carry  the  mes- 
sage and  all  there. 

The  CLERK.    ItwUl. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Campbell,  embracing  the  message,  wa« 
laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  CADWALADER  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  LEITER.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn.  , 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania is  on  the  floor.  '    ,     . 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  K.  MARSHALL.  1 
move  that  when  the  House  adjourns  to-day  « 
be  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  CADWALADER.   lyield  tothatmoUon. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  moUonwM 
disagreed  to.  .       * 

Mr.  CADWALADER.    I  move  that  Ae  an- 


nual  message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
now  in  the  possession  of  the  Clerk,  and  whicfl 
has  not  been  read  to  the  House,  fee  taken  up 


read.     [Cries  of «« Order!"]  ^     . . , 

The  CLERK.    The  genUeman  has  the  ngw 

to  make  the  motion.  .  ,  a. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Tennessee.    T  move  that  tne 

House  do  now  adjourn.  .  / . 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the^upon  ^j 
quarter  to  four  o'clock,  p.  m.)  the  Ho«««  » 
journed  till  to-morrow  at  twelve  o'clock,  ni. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  January  25, 1856. 
The  House  was  called  to  order  by  the  Clerk* 
twelve  o'clock,  m.    Prayer  by  Rev.  Btboh  dp* 

DERLAND.  ^ 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approw. 
CALL  OF  THE  HOUSE.  - 

Mr.  BOYCE.    I  move  that  there  be  a  c»" 
the  House.  .   . .  -gjj 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia.    I  demand  U»e  J^ 
and  nays  on  the  call  of  the  House. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

RESOLUTIONS.  -.^^^ 

Mr.  BENNETT,  of  New  York.  Mr*,,  ^th- 
if  the  genUeman  from  South  CaroUna  ^w  ^ 
draw  his  motion  for  a  call  of  the  House, 


1856. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


iDtrndace  a  resoluiiori.  About  the  ume  time  will 
be  consumf^d  by  it  u  would  be  taken  up  by  a  cull 
of  the  House. 

Tiic  Clerk  read  the  resolulioa  for  information, 
■afoUows: 

Rtnlrtd,  T>m  X"*  fUndimenlaJ  prinrlple  «[  our  polU- 

tbli  Hook.'uUm dtieci  RepreMnuiivcs  of  Ibe people  ind 
a  qemn'y  pan  af  ihe  Coiumii  of  the  Uniteil  routes,  are 
nmberr  merely  la  *ciag  political  purtlnni,  but  tiBiehljaer 
Auiei  lo  dliebirge,  UDong  vbich  nlillwit  datrloorgu- 
liincwd  iritll  the  JffulaUon  necetuiy  tocany  on 


BepmantBtlTea  ttiDn)iI  be  to  onaiilicd 
tht  Ameticui  people ;  ~ 


reproenled  in  thii 


£h  pany  haring'tbe.lufett  number  oT 
■ad  BflillKr  panr  la  an«  lo  comnuid 


C« 


eflbrt  hu  been  nade, 

jid  like  (Dtei  of  a  ipv 

cl  1  Speaker,  the  adnpcion  of  Ibe  planlll)' 

ir  and  ptscliciil  mode  left  to  orpjaiu  Uie 

prlDclplD  and  in  eoalbimity 


for  that  reaolutioi 
•deak. 

The  Clerk 
■a  follows: 
Rnalcaf,  Th(t  retcardins  Ibe  politlr 


what  I  aend  to  the  Clerk' 

the  reaolutiaoa  for  iDformation, 


doubled  Kutinient  nf  1  luge  mijorily  of  ihc  people  of  Uie 
United  Sialet  agnbiitthe  scionbe  lin  Congreu,  repeal^ 
Inglbe  rcJtriciioo  afainn  aloTery  In  Hie  Territories  of  K»n- 
■aaand  Pfebraska,  Impoaed  by  tbeeonprDmiEe  of  1^3,  no 
man  oa^t  in  be  elwien  Speaker  of  ibis  body  wbo  do«  not 
ftilly  and  beartily  hannDQiie  wllb  Ihat  tenlimcnt,  or  irbo 
will  lieiitate  to  eien  lilniKlf  eaniEiiily  flir  the  ranoiailDn 
of  that  renririlan  in  leniH  or  in  iDbjunee, 

KnulHd,  Tbal  *aid  iwuirlton  ought  to  be  rntoied  aa  an 
acl  of  iuniee  lo  all  the  people  of  lAe  United  Smicf.  a)  ■ 

Cper  Tindlcation  of  Ilie  HiidDin,  purfollii 
in  of  the  fi -■ *--  ■ 


barmony  anumif  tho  Btatei  of  \ 


iposed  il,  nnd  aa  a 
-•.•^•t  Uial  eoncord  and 

people  and  tbe  perpetuity 

thctloai  agitation  of  the 


•r  laao  ei 


a,-s,'. 

MeadDy  and  finnCy  lo  peniil  ui  oor  eObita. 

The  qiteation  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
that  there  be  a.  call  of  Ihe  House,  and  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative — yeas  57,  nays  142;  as  fol- 

^\S— Mem.  Aiken,  Banki,  Barkidale,  De 

rtnnelt-  Bavee.  ftumelt.  Cadwai^leT.  Junn  ... . 

lie,  Hon 


»<^elt,.  II 


Cobb,  Cm,  Callen,  UavidHn,  Domtell,  Dc , , 

Eil»u,EBMiit,  Evani-Faulluer,  Florence,  Henry  M.  Fnlln, 
Ooode.J.  MofTiwn  Hanu,  Herbert,  HoOinan,  Hounon.r 
Glaney  Jone^,  Kelly,  Kenoctl,  indwell,  Lake,  LumpUa, 
Maiirell,  HcMulUn,  McOaeen.  Molt,  On,  Paine,  teck, 
FlielJH,Keady,Bichardaon,  KuKn,Bav*|R,8neett,awwa(t, 
Taylor,  Underwood,  Walker,  Wamer,  Watkuia,  Wboeler, 
Wnekiii',  ami  Jnlia  V.  Wright— S7. 

NATS— Hedn.  Albright, AlliMa,  Ball,  Barbour,Henry 
Bennen,  Benson,  BiUlngbursI,  Bingham,  Bllai,  Bncock, 
BradrtlBW,  Brenlon,  Bmom,  BulBi^lan,  BuiHuiiine.  Lewia 

n.CaoioMI,  (;baAe,ClawKjn  ,Cli  ngman.  W11 " 

Cobb,  (;o]Ai,  ComiDB,  Covodo,  t;ragin,C^inl 
Tinxitby  Dam  Day,J)ean,  De^WitljDick,  " 


^  Davi^Day,  Dean,  De  Will, Dick, 

DarAe,  Edle,Emric,Bna1i;)li,  EibsridKe,  F> 
D.  rullei,  lJidding>,Oilben,  Gnnter,  Greeiinvuii,uruir, 
Robeit  B.  Hall.  Harlan,  BaDipKon  W.  Ilania,  Tboinaa  L. 
Huiii,  Holloway,  Thnmaa  R.llonan.Valaniiiie  B.  Honoa,- 
Moward,  Jewelt,  tieurgc  W.  Jonei,  Kelaey,  King,  Knapp, 
KDigbl,  KnciHllan,  Knoi,  Kunkel.teiter,  il.eirlwi',  Haee, 
Hnoiphrry  MarataaH,  Bamiiel  B.  Hanliall,  Maiuwia,  Mc- 
Cany,  Meaehao,  KlUian  Miller,  Smith  Miller,  MiliMn, 
MlUwaid.  Moore,  Honan,  Manlll,  Nicbola,  Norton,  An- 
drew Oliver,  Mordeeal  Oliver,  backer,  Parker,  Penninpon, 
Perry,  Peuit,  Pike,  Pofter,  Powtll,  Prinfle,  Purviance,  Piu- 
rear,  Oultman,  Beade,  BobMn>,Bobert>,R<UI,  Sabln.San- 
dldae,  Bapp,  8<ott,  Bberaun,  Knanaa,  Bamuel  A.  Smiih, 
WUUam  Sailth,  William  B.  Smith,  Bplaner,-  SuuitoB,  Ste- 
abena,  Sitanahan.Tilbott,  Tappan.Thnrinpon,  Thurnoo, 
Todd,  Trafton,  Trippr,  Tyaon,  Valk,  Wade,  Wakeman, 
Walkriilie,  Waldran,  Calwalailcr  <»  Waihbume,  Gllibu 
,  B.  Wtelibume,lirH]WuIibiiTii,WaiMn,WelLi,WbilDey, 
Wood,  WnDdiulT,  WDOdnortli,  Daniel  B.Wriibt,  andZoUi- 
cofl»>r— lis. 

3o  the  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

Pending  Ihc  call  of  the  rol!, 

Mr.  RUPFEN  {when  Mr.Caiioa'i  name  was 
called)  said:  lam  requested  by  Mr.  Cbaicb  to 
■tale  that  he  has  paired  off  with  Mr.  Hdohitoh, 
of  New  York,  ihc  arrangement  to  extend  lo  Ihe 
meetrng  of  the  Houae  on  Saturday  morning,  ihe 
9lh  of  Fsbruary. 


Mr.  HUOHSTON  (when  hia  name  was  tuUled)  | 
aaid;  In  consequence  of  sickneaa  in  my  family  I 
am  under  Ihc  ncCfsBJiy  of  goinr  home,  and  I  have 
paired  off  with  Mr.  CnaicE,  of  North  Carolina, 
until  the  morniii;;  of  the  9th  of  February.  I 
therefore  do  not  vole. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Tennessee.  I  more  lo  rescind 
the  resolution  prohibiting  debate  for  one  week; 
and  on  that  motion  I  call  for  the  previoua  quea- 


Mr.  McMUIilN.  I  second  it. 
Mr.  WASIiliURN,  of  Mninc. 
■nllemun  from  Tennei 


I  would  aug- 


ind  the  resolution  to-day. 


Eest  lo  the  eei 
ardly  worthwhile 
Itwillespircbyiis 

Mr.  SMITH.  1  want  to  rescind  It  lo-day. 
We  have  tried  it  long  enough.    Icoll  for  the  yeas 

Mr.  JONES,  ofTcnnessce.  T  move  U>  lay  iho 
motion  of  nty  colleague  on  the  table. 

Mr.  8NCED.  I  aak  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
that  motion. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  caU  for  tellers  on  the 
yeaa  and  nays. 

The  Clerk  appointed  Meaara.  FLORCKCt  and 
HoLLDwaT  to  act  as  tellers. 

The  House  was  divided,  and  the  lellera  re- 
ported— ayes  thirly-lwo,  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  lakcn;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmalive—yeoa  104,  naysSliA  followa: 

YEAS  — Mcsan.  Albrtgbl,  AUen,  Alll«n,  Dall,  Banks, 
Barbour,  Barclay,  Denson,  Hingliain,  Brad>haw,  Bienion, 
Bnum,  fiuffinetnn,  Buiiingame,  L'sdwaladiT,  Cbaffoe, 
Clinnnan,  Howell  Cobb,  WiJhamsan  K.  W.  Cobb,  Colfhi, 
CDDdas,  Covode,  Cullcn,  Cumback.  Danvell,  Hi-nry  Win- 
ler  Davis,  TimoUiy  Davis,  Day,  Dean.  De  Wilt,  Dick, 
Dickson,  Duriee,  EmrM,  Ewglisb,  Eiheiid)^,  Foster, 
Thomas  J.  D,  Fuller,  Greenwood,  Grow,  Robert  B.  UiU, 
^Bip4nW.Harris,llaalD*n,  Halloway.  Bouiua,  How- 
ard, George  W.  Jonci,  J.  Olancy  Jones,  King,  Knapp, 
Knigbl,  KnawliDB,Knoi,Lake.Llndley,Mace,Heachiun, 
Kili^  Miller,  Smith  MUler,  MiUnm,  Motl,  Nichols,  Nor- 
ton, Andrew  Oliver,  Paikei,  Peluu,  Penninglon,  Perry, 
PtielpB,  Pike,  Porter,  Pringle,  Purviance,  Furyear,  Beade. 
Ricoud,  Roberts,  Sabin,  Si-ott,  Shcnnfn,  Bimmnns,  Wil- 
liam a.  Smilh,  Sianuin,  Suanaliaii,  Swope,  Thortngton, 
Thuraion,  Tnii,  Ty»jn,  Underwood,  Wade,  Wakeraan, 
Walbridgc,  Waldmq,  (Jadwaladei  C,  Washbume,  Israel 
Waahbum,  Watson,  Welch,  Wells,  Wood,  WoodtulT,  and 
Woodwunh— l(M. 

NAVS  — Messra.  Aiken,  Barksdale,  Henry  Bennetl, 
Hendley  S.  Benneu,  Bllaa,  Bncock,  Bowie,  Dayea,  Biii- 
nelt,  John  P.  CampbeU,  Lewis  O.  Campbell,  CariUe,  Ca- 
mihen,  Caikie,  ClBWK>n,C'>I,  Davidson,  Oodd,  Dowdell, 
Dunn,  Edmundson.Elliatl.  Eustis,  Eveng,  Faulkner,  Flor- 
ence, HenryM.  Fullrr,Oiddinas,  Gilbert,  Gnode,  Granger, 
Harlan,  J.  Morriaon  Harris,  Thomas  L.  Harris,  Harrison, 
HertMrt,ThoinasB.Bonan,  Valentine  D.  Ifonon,  JewCtI, 
Kelly,  kelsey,  Kennetl,  Xidwell,  KUDkel,  Leiier,  Letcher, 
Lumukln,  Hunphrey  Marshall,  Samuel  8.  Hatsfiall,  Mat. 
teson.Maiwelt,  Hrl3any,Mi-MuiaB,Mcaaeen,Millward, 
Moore,  MortUi,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Packer,  Paine,  Peck, 
Fnwell,  Quiunan,  Ready,  Richardson,  Rufltn,  Rust,  San- 

a'icwirt,"?^lbDn'',^'ppJS^'Taylw,  Trip^.  V^kJ  \Ck«; 
Warner;  Elllbu  B.  WashbDme,  Watkins,  Wheeler,  Whit- 
ney, Williams.  Winslaw,  Daniel  B.  Wrighl,  Joba  V. 
Wiiihl,  and  ZoUicoHei^ll. 

So  the  motion  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Fending  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  STEPHENS  ataled  ihathehadpaiRdoff 
for  the  day  with  Mr.  TaarTOH. 

VOTE  FOR  SPEAKEB.   ' 


the  following  result:  Whole  number  of  votes  oast, 
300;  necessary  loachoice,  lOl;  oC which— 
Nathaniel  P.  Banks  received M 


Lewia  D.  Campbell . . , 

AletanderC.  M.  Fem 
BoJomonO.  Haven  .. 
John  William 


.,  - — , , ,  „_, ,  Dliia,  Brad- 

.  Bnfflnpnn,  Burtlngame,  Lewis  D.  Csmp, 
re,  Cotlki.  Comins,  Clawaon,-  tjovode,  Cragin, 
Damrell;  TbiHilhy  Davis,  Dsy,  Dean,  De  Wilt, 


Cum  hack,  Damrell,  TlnH 
niek,  Dickson,  Dodd,  D<i 

R.  ^onnn,  Valentine  B.  rfonnr 
Knapp,  Knight,  Kiiowlton,  Kno 
Mauewin,  HcCarty,  Meacham, 
MarriL,<Hou,  Nichols,  Nnrlon,  /u 
Pelion,  Perry,  Peuii,  Pike,  Pringli 
BobbUf,  Rohols,  SsMn,  Bapp,  Bher 


Gidjinn,ljil- 

!  Hwa'ni,  Kcls'ey,  Xing, 
E,  Kunkef,  Leltcr.Mflce, 
Rilfian  Miller,  Hornn, 

rvlance,'  Bltcblel 
IHoimin^  Spin- 


n,etfdInM8T 


r  Tippan,  Tfaorington,  Thnrston, 

Wakt'iiHii,  Wall.rrdge,  WiUdron, 

^...-.M...,.   ...    ...^.n»ime,  EJiiiiuD.  Wvhburne.  Mrael 

Wn^ihiun,  Watson,  Wiili;h,  Wood,  Waodiuir,and  Wood- 

t-ji'ntr.  Orr— Messrs-  Aiken,  Allen,  Darclav,  Barksdale, 
Bell.  HendleyS.  Bi-nnen,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Bovn.',  Burnett, 
Cadwaladcr,  Ciruthcta,  Cnskie,  t;iiniiuan,  HowcU  Cobb, 
Williani-nn  B.  W-  Cnbli,  Davidson,  Dnwdell,  Eduundsia, 
ElUou,  Engli.li,  Fnulkiii'r,  Florence,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller, 
tlonde.  Greenwood,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Tliomas  L. 
Harris,  Herben,  Honion,  Jeweit,  George  W.  Jones,  J. 
Glaocy  Jonei,  Kelly,  Kidwell,  Letcher,  LanpUn.  Sannel 
S.  Manhali,  Hnweb,HeMunio,HeQunn,  Smith  Millar, 
MiUsoa,  Moideeai  OUv       "    "        -    -     -   ■       - 


WrlAt,  and  John  V.  tVri^i. 

f\>r  Hr.  fVler— He~4v. 

Winter  Davis,  Eiheridge,  Eus 

son  Harris,  HolTDtsn,  Rennn 


Peck,  Phelps.  I 

mirt,TiBon,'l -,.-., 
Winslaw,  Dani^  B. 

Smm,  Coi,  Cnllen,  Heniy 
ria,  Evans,  Power,  J.  Morri- 
t,  Lindley,  HomiJirey  Mar- 
ne,  rnner,  Reade,  Beady.  Bienud,  Wil- 
led. Swi^E,Trippe,.  Underwood,  Valk, 


Ftr  Mr.  iUcoud— Mcare.  Cai 
Lake. 
J='.>r  Jfr.  £<lle— Heasrs.  Dunn 
FbT  Mt.  SsiiU— .\leKrs.  Pury 
ibr  Wr.  CaranteU-Mr.  Bcnii 
Far  Mr.  Pnatfiflni— Mr,  Ha 


,  HcBiy  H.  Falter,  and 

Moore, 
and  JobuP.  CamphcB. 


r.  Harei 


-Mr.  Han 


For  Mr. 

Far  Ur.  4 

Pendins  tho  call  of  the  roll, 
Mr.  PCRYEARsaid:  On  Monday  last,  when 
the  resolution  was  introduced,  declaring  the  hon- 
orable William  Suitii,  of  Virginia,  Speaker  of 
this  House,  1  was  absent,  haTing  paired  oif.  If 
1  had  been  here,  I  should  have  voted  for  thai  res- 
olution. I  have  been  in  favor,  for  several  weeks, 
of  bringing  ihal  gcntlcmaD  forward  as  a  candi- 
date for  Speaker;  and  I  am  ready  now  to  vote  for 
him,  whenever  a  sufliciRnl  number  of  his  IViends 
can  be  brought  forward  to  his  support,  in  connec- 
tion with  Ihe  Democratic  parly,  lo  render  his 
election  probable,     1  vote  for  Mr.  Suith. 

The  House  proceeded  lo  vote  the  one  hundred 
and  twenty-sixth  time  for  Speaker,  wilh  the  fol- 
lowing result:  Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  199; 
neeessary  lo  a  choice,  100;  of  wbicli — 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks  received «4 

JamesL.  Orr 65 

HenryM.  Fuller » 

Wilhatn  Smith 9 


Percy  Walker 

So  there  was  no  t^oice. 

The  following  is  tlie  vols 

Far  Mr.  Bonjti— Msmts.  Albrtji 

Henry  Dennett,  Benson,  Billinghu 

Shaw,  Brenlon,  Buffinglori,  Burl 

beU,  CbalTee,  C1»w«m,  (Slfai, , ,  -.^_, 

Cumbhck,  Damrell,  Timothy  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  Dc  Wiu, 
Uiek,  Dickson,  Dodd,  Durlee,  Edlc,  Eniric.  Gijdinn,  Gil- 
bert, Granger,  Grow,  Robert  B.  Holt.  Harlan,  Hniioway, 
Thomas  R.  Ilorton,  Valentine  B.  Hntton,  Howard,  KeJsey, 
King,  Knapp,  Kuighl,  Knowiioa,  Knni,  Kimkel,  Leiici, 
MaueBon7HcCan>-,  Heaebnm,  Killian  MUler,  Moncan, 
Mprrlll,  Moll,  Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  PaAer, 
Pelion,  Perry,  Peitil,  Pike,  Prlule,  PuvJanee,  Ritchie, 
Bobbins,  Robison,  Sabin,  Sipp,  German,  Simmons,  Spia- 

" "-"inahan,  Tappan,  lliorUitlon,  Thunion, 

le,  Wakemon,  WMbridgc,  \VnIdron,Cad- 
Qbume,  Elhbu  B.  tVuhbuine,  Israel 
n,  Welch,  Wood,  Woodruff,  and  Wood- 


Toiid.T 


1  detail: 

,  Al  lison ,  Ball,  Birbonr, 

1,  Bii«han>,  Blin,  Brad- 


Ftr  Mr.  Ptek—Mr.  Orr. 

Far  Mr.  CmpMl—Mr.  : 
Far  Mr.  ITMcr—ltr  Bi 


doo 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


January  26, 


ADJOURNMENT  OVER. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Tennessee.  I  move  that  the 
House  do  now  adjourn. 

Ml-.  FLORENCE.  I  move  that  when  the 
House  tffljourns  to-day,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on 
Monday  next  Wo  have  a  great  deaiof  business 
to  transact  at  the  Departments. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  I  demand  the  y^as  and 
nays  upon  that  motion ;  and  1  hope  the  House 
will  not  adjourn. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.     I  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  WHEELER.    And  I  renew  it. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.     I  call  for  teUers. 

Mr.  THORINGTON.  I  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  orderfed. 

The  questioft  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
adjourn  ovet*  until  Monday,  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  motion  to 
adjourn,  it  was  put,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 
VOTE  FOR  SPEAKER. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  vote  the  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-SQventh  time  for  Speaker,  with 
the  following  result:  Whole  aumbcr  of  votes 
cast,  195;  necessary  to  a  choice,  98;  of  which — 

Nathaniel  P.  Bankn  received 94 

James  L.  Orr 64 

Henry  M.  Fuller 25 

JohnR.  Edie 3 

William  Smith 3 

Jnmcs  D.  Ricaud 1 

Alexander  C  M.  Pennington 1 

John  Williams k 1 

Solomon  G.  Haven 1 

Percy  Walker 1 

Daniel  WelU 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  JSonJIcs—MeBfira.  Albrifbt,  AUinon,  Boll,  Barbour, 
Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  BUUnghurst,  Bingham,  Bliss, 
Bradshaw,  Brenton,  Bulfington,  Burlin^amc,  Lewis  D. 
Campbell,  Chaffee,  Clawson,  Colfax,  Comlns,  Covode, 
Crasin,  Cumback.  Damrdl.  TtmoUiy  Davis,  Day,  Dean, 
De  Witt,  Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd,  Durfee,  Edie,  Erorie,  Gid- 
dlnjjjj,  Gilbert,  Granger.  Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan, 
Holloway,  Thomas  R.  Horton^  Valentine  B.  Horton,  How- 
ard, Rclsey,  King,  Knapn,  Knight,  Knowlton,  Knox.  Kun- 
kel,  Leitcr,  Mattcson,McCarty,  Mfacham.  Killian  Miller 
Morgan,  Morrill,  Mott,  Nichols^  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver, 
Parker,  Pclton,  Pcnuingrton,  Pcro',  Pettit,  Pike,  Pringle, 
Purvianco,  Ritchie,  Bobbins,  Roberts,  Sabin,  Sapp,  Sher- 
man, Simmons,  Spinner,  Stanton,  Stranahan,  Tnppan, 
Tliorington,  Thurston,  Tyson,  Wade,  Wakeman,  Wal- 
bridge.  W^aldron,  Cadwaladcr  C.  Washbarnc,  Ellihu  B. 
WasliDurnc,  Israel  Washburn,  Watson,  Welch,  Wood, 
Woodruft',  and  Woodworth. 

For  Mr.  Orr— Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay,  Barksdale, 
Bell,  Ilendley  8.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boycc,  Burnett, 
Cadwalader,  Carutliers,  Caskie,  Cliuginan.  Howell  Cobb, 
Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Davidson,  Dowdell,  Edmundson, 
Elliott,  English,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller, 
Goode,  Greenwood,  Sampson  VV-  Harris,  Thomas  L.  Harris, 
vHerbcrt,  Houston,  Jcwcti,G.  W.  Jones,  J.  G.  Jone^Kelly, 
Kid  well.  Letcher,  Lumpkin,  S.  8.  Marshall,  Maxwell.  Mc- 
Mullin,  McQueen,  Smith  Miller.  Millson,  Mordecai  Oliver, 
packer,  Peck,  Phelpii,  Powell.  Cluitman,  Richandson, 
Uuffin,  Bust,  Sandld!»c,  Savage,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William 
Smith,  Stewart,  Talbotl,  Taylor,  Warner.  Watklns,  Wells, 
Williams,  Winslow,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  and  John  V. 
Wright. 

For  Mr.  jPoWcr— Mewjrs.  Broom,  Cox,  Cullen,  EUieridge, 
Fc»trter,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  HofRnan,  Kennett,  Lake,  Hum- 
phrey Marshall,  Millward,  Paine,  Porter,  Puryenr,  Kcade, 
Rictnid.  William  R.  Smith.  Sneed,  Swope,  Tripp,  Under- 
wood, Valk,  Walker,  Whitney,  and  Zolllcoffcr. 

For  Mr  f«ic— Messrs.  Dunn,  Moore,  and  Scott 

For  Mr.  Smitk— Messrs.  John  P.  Campbell,  Carille,  and 
Evans. 

For  Mr.  Ricaud—Mr.  Henry  M.  Fuller. 

For  Mr.  Pennington — Mr.  Haven. 

For  Mr.  WilHums—yir.  Wheeler. 

For  Mr  /iaccn— Mr.  Harrison. 

For  Mr.  fFottcr— Mr.  Bffstis. 

For  Mr.  Wells—Mr.  Orr. 

Pending  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  TODD  announced,  that  he  hod  paired  oflT 
with  Mr.  LiNDLET. 

ELECTION  BY  PLURALITY. 

Mr.  TYSON.  I  osk  that  the  resolutions  which 
I  send  to  the  Clerk's  desk  may  be  read  for  the 
information  of  the  House.  At  the  same  time  I 
give  notice  that  I  shall  offer  them  to-morrow. 

The  resolutions  were  read,  as  follows: 

Rttoltedy  That  any  member  of  this  House  who  shall 
receive  for  ihe  office  pf  Speaker  tlie  highest  number  of 
votes  from  a  quorum  of  members,  thougli  it  be  less  than  a 
majority  of  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast,  shall  be  the 
Speaker  of  tlie  Thirty-Fourth  Congress:  Prorufei, That  he 
and  every  other  candidate  voted  fbr  shall  be  respectively 
entitled  to  nominate  and  appoint  so  many  members  only 
on  each  of  the  standing  coinoiitteca  as  may  severally  fhll 
to  their  lots  in  the  proportions  which  the  number  of  votes 
respectivelyl-eceived  by  ^cli  may  l^car  to  the  whole  num- 


ber polled  \  but  no  eamlidate  whore  vote  shall  bo  leM^han 
twenty- five  shall  be  entitled  to  any  nomination  or  appoint- 
ment under  this  resolution. 

Reiohed,  That  the  CIcrK  shall  compute  and  assign  to  the 
resipectivc  candidaicfi  the  number  of  members  they  may  be 
severally  entitled  to  nominate  and  appoint  under  the  Ibre- 
going  resolution ;  and  each  committee,  when  constituted, 
may  elect  its  own  chairman  :  Provided,  hourevtr,  That  the 
decisions  of  the  Clerk,  under  these  resolutions,  shall  be 
open  to  appeal. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Are  those  resolutions  before 
the  House } 

The  CLERK.  They  are  not.  The  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  gave  notice  that  ne  should 
present  them  to-morrow. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Then  it  is  not  in  order  to 
move  to  lay  them  on  the  table } 

The  CLERK.    It  is  not. 

Mr.  MILLWARD.  I  move  that  the  House 
do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  Upon  that  motion  I  ask  for 
tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Morgan 
and  Greenwood  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  92,  noes  43. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  thereupon 
(at  ten  minutes  before  three  o'clock)  the  House 
adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  twelve  o'clock,  ra. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Saturday,  January  26, 1856. 

The  House  was  called  to  order  by  the  Clerk  at 
twelve  o'clock,  m.  Prayer  by  Rev.  Mr.  Gurl£t, 
o^the  Old  School  Presbyterian  church. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. ^ 

Mr.  DUNN  obtained  the  floor,  and  said:  I  send 
to  the  Clerk's  desk  resolutions  which  I  submit, 
and  ask  the  previous  question  upon  them.  I  call 
for  a  separate  vote  upon  each  one,  and  ask  for 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  Will  the  gentleman  allow 
me  to  move  a  ctdl  of  the  House  before  the  ques- 
tion is  taken  upon  his  resolutions  ? 

Mr.  DUNN.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
has  the  right  to  make  the  motion,  and  it  will  take 
precedence. 

Mr.  EDIE.  Before  the  gentleman  makes  that 
motion,  I  ask  him  to  allow  me  to  correct  a  report 
which  has  gone  abroad  to  the  country  in  refer- 
ence to  my  vote. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.    Certainly. 

Mr.  EDIE.  I  find  in  the  New  York  Tribune 
a  letter,  dated  January  23,  1856 

Mr.  RUSf  •  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order.  The 
gentleman  from  Ohio  is  not  making  a  correction 
of  the  Journal.  He  is  making  a  personal  expla- 
nation, which  he  has  no  right  to  do  under  the  res- 
olution of  the  Houci^. 

Mr.  EDIE.  I  only  desire  to  correct  a  false 
statement  which  has  gone  forth  to  the  country. 
If  the  gentleman  denies  me  that  privilege 

Mr.  RUST.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  why  he  did  not  vote  against  the 
resolution  of  the  ^ntlemsm  from  North  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Clingman,]  precluding  debate } 

Mr.  EDIE.  I  have  no  ooicction  to  be  curbed 
down  in  this  way,  and  I  shall  endeavor  to  recip- 
rocate. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  McMctllin's  mo- 
tion for  o  call  of  the  House, 

Mr.  ORR  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  w€uj  taken;  and  there  were — yeas 
67,  nays  121;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alton.  Bdl,  Hendley  S.  Bennett,  Bowie, 
Burnett,  Cadwakulor,  Joiih  P.  CompbelKCarlilo.  CarutlierB, 
Caskie,  Howell  Cobb,  Cox,  Davidson  J I  cqry  Winter  Davis, 
Dowdell,  Dunn,  Bdmundson, Elliott,  Eustis,  Evans,  Faulk- 
ner, Henry  M.  Fuller,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Groode,  Green- 
wood. Augustus  Hail,  BcHnpson  W.  Hnrri*.  Herbert,  Hoff- 
man, Houston,  Jewctt,  J.  Glaney  Jones,  Kelly,  Kenuett, 
Kidwell,  Lake,  Lctehcr,  Lumpkin,  Humphrey  Marshall, 
Samuel  S.  Marsimll,  Maxwell,  MeMuUin,  McClaeen.  Mill- 
son,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Packer,  Paine,  Peck,  Ctuitaan, 
Ready,  Richnrdaoii,  Ruffin,  Rust,  Savage,  Scott,  Sneed, 
Stewart,  Talbott,  Taylor,  Underwood,  Walker,  Warner, 
Wheeler,  Winslow,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  and  John  V.  Wright 
—67. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Albright,  Allison,  Banks,  Baroour,  Bar- 
cfn'y,  Barksdale,  Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  BUlinghurst,  Bing- 
ham, Bishop,  Bliss,  Boyce,  Bradshaw,  Brenton,  Broom, 
Bufflngton,  Burlinsame,  Lewis  D.  CamubelL  Chaffee,  Claw- 
son,  CUngman,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Colfex,  Comins, 
Covode,Cragin^  Cullen,  Cumback,  Damrell,  Timothy  Davis, 
Day,  Dean,  Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd,  Durfee,  Edie,  Emrie, 
EugUsh.  Etheridge,  Foster,  Giddings*  Granger,  Grow,  Rob- 
ert^, Ball,  Harlan,  Thomas  L.  Harris,  HoUoway,  Thomas 


R.  Horton, Valentine  B.  Horton,  Howard, George  W.  Joml 
Kelaey,  King,  Knapp,  Knight,  Knowlton,  Knox,  Kankd, 
Leiter,  Mace,  Matteson,  McCnrty,  Mcaclwm,  Killiaa  Mil- 
ler, Smith  Miller,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Murray, Nicbob, 
Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Pelton,  Pennington,  Peny, 
Pettit,  Pike,  Powell,  Pringle,  Pun'iance,  Puryear,  Rotde, 
Ritchie,  Robbins,  Sabin,  8aiHiid^,  ^app,  Sbernian,  Sim- 
mons, William  Smith,  WUliaoi  R.  Bmith,  Spinner,  Suui^ 
Stephens,  Stranahan,  Swope.  Tnppan,  Thorington,  Tbun* 
ton,  Todd,  Trippe,  Valk,  Wade,  Wakeman,  Walbridce, 
Waidron,  Cadwalader  C.  WaahlHime,  Ellihu  B.  Waik. 
bMrne,  Israel  Washburn,  Watkins,  Watson.  Welch,  Wdk 
Putney,  Williams,  Wood, Woodruff,  and  ZoUieoffijr-iai. 

So  a  call  of  the  House  was  not  ordered. 

Pending;  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  TYSON  (when  his  name  was  called)  iai4: 
I  abstain  from  voting  to-day,  under  on  arrange- 
ment which  I  have  entered  into  with  my  colleague, 
Mr.  Florence,  w^o  is  absent  under  that arraag^ 
ment. 

RESOLUTIONS  AS  TO  ORGANIZATION. 

Mr.  DUNN.  I  now  move  the  adoption  of  the 
resolutions  which  I  have  sent  to  the  Clerk's  desk, 
and  demand  the  previous  question. 

The  resolutions  were  reported,  as  follows: 

Re$oU)edj  That  regarding  the  political  coroirfexion  ofthe 
present  House  of  Representatives  aj4  indiealiDi^  the  oi- 
dnubted  sentiraentB  of  a  large  majority  ofthe  pe«file  of  Ute 
United  States  against  the  act  of  the  lai«t  Congress,  repell- 
ing the  restriction  against  slavery  in  the  Territories  of  kaa. 
snu  and  Nebraska  imposed  by  the  comnrnmfse  <^  ISIO,  no 
man  ought  to  be  ehosen  Speaker  of  litis  body  who  doet 
not  fully  aad  heartily  harmooixe  with  tluit  s«iumeitt,or 
who  will  hesitate  to  exert  hiui;ielf  earnestly  for  the  leston- 
Uon  of  that  restriction,  in  terms  or  in  substance. 
Resolved,  That  said  restriction  ought  to  be  restored  « 
^n  act  of  jui>tice  to  all  the  people  ofthe  United  States,  ui 

£  roper  vindication  of  the  wisdom,  patriotism,  aod  pligtitcd 
ouur  of  the  great  statesmen  who  inipo^^d  it,  and  u  a 
necessary  and  certain  uieajis  of  reviving  tliat  conconl  and 
harmony  among  the  States  of  the  American  Uaion  wiii(^ 
are  essential  to  the  welfare  of  our  people  and  the  pcfpetuii; 
of  our  Institutions. 

Resolved,  That  a  useless  and  factious  agitation  of  the 
slavery  qucsUou,  in  or  out  of  Congre:$s,  is  unwise,  unjust 
to  a  portion  of  the  American  people,  and,  to  some  exical, 
injiu-ious  to  every  t^cti«ii  o!  our  country,  and  therefore 
sliould  not  be  countenanced ;  but  uulii  Uic  Misisonti  restric- 
tion of  18-20  shall  have  been  restored,  in  fact  or  in  Hib- 
stanee,  to  tlie  said  Territories  of  Kansas  aud  Xcbnuka, 
fully  and  completely f  to  that  extent  and  for  that  purport,  it 
is  our  solemu  duty  to  the  past,  the  present,  and  the  fuuue, 
steadily  and  firmly  to  perids^tiju  our  efibrts. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded. 

Mr.  KNIGHT.  I  move  to  lay  the  resolutioM 
on  the  table. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  that  motion  wm 
drsaffreed  to. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  adoption  of  Mr. 
Dunn's  resolutions, 

Mr.  LETCHER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  CLERK.  The  question  will  be  taken  on 
the  first  resolution. 

The  question  was  taken.  It  was  decided  intbe 
negative— yeas  102,  nays  103;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Albright.  Allison,  Ball,  Banks,  BwlKwr, 
Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  Billingburst,  Binghmn,  BiAop, 
Bliss,  Bradshaw,  Brenton,  Butiington,  Burhngamc,  LewM 
D.  Campbell.  Chaffee,  Clawson,  Colftw,'Comirw,  Corod*, 
Cragin.Cumbaek,  Damrell,  Timothy  Davis,  Day,  D«n,  w 
Witt,  Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd,  Dunn,  Durfee.  Edie,  Bmne, 
GIddingd,  Gilbert,  Granger,  Grow,  Robert  B.  Hail,  HtriM, 
Harrison,  Holloway, Thomas  R.  Horton,  Valentine  B. Mor- 
ton, Howard,Kel9cy,  King,  Knapp,  Knight,  Knowlton,Riwx, 
Kunkel,  Leiter,  Mace,  Muttcflon,  McCartj',  Meacbara,  KiJ- 
lian  Miller,  Moore,  Morgan,  Mornll,  Mott,  Murray,  NicBOB, 
Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Pelton,  Pennington,  renj, 
Pettit,  Pike,  Pringle,  Purviance,  Ritchie,  Robbins,  BoDens, 
Sabui,  Sapp,  Scott,  Sherman,  Shnmons,  ^P*«""j/?SSJ* 
Stranahan,  Tappan,  Thorington,  Tliurston,  Todd,  wmc, 
Wakeman,  Walbridge,  Waldrou,  Cadwalodef  <^-  ";*"" 
bume,  Ellihu  B.  Washbume,  Israel  Washbnm,  Watsw, 
"  Welch.  Wood.nVoodruff,  and  Woodwortb-m 

NAYS— Messrs.  Aiken,  AHen,  Barclay,  Barksdale,  WJ. 
Hendley  8.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce,  »«««, 
Broom,  Burnett,  Cadwalader,  John  P.  Compbe  I,  tarwj, 
Cnrtithers,  Caskie,  CUngman,  Howell  Cobb;  WiHIaraiOO*. 
W.  Cobb,  Cox,  Cullen,  Davidson,  Dowdell,  EdmtuMWOB, 
ElUott,  English.  Etheridge,  EusUs,  Evans,  Faulkner,  r«^ 
ter,  Henry  M.  Fuller,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode^r^ 
wood,  Augustus  Hall,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Sampson  W^ 
ris,  Thomas  L.  Harris,  Haven,  Herbert,  Homnan,  goww"' 
Jewctt,  Georke  W.  Jones,  J.  Glaney  Jonfs,  K«**y,i*'^2J 
Kidwell,  Lake,  Letcher.  Lindley,  Lumpkin,  HoinpBiJ 
Marshall,  Samuel  8.  Mw»hall,  Maxwell,  McMuUia,  »« 


Quitman,  Reade,  Heady,  Rieaud,  Richardson,  kuhih,  «-  ' 
Sandidgc,  Savage,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  Sm«w> "" 
liam  R.  Smith,  Sneett  Stephens,  Stewart,Swope,  i"  ^ 
Taylor.  Trippe,  Underwood,  Valk,  Walker,  Wamcr,  JJ^ 
kins.  Wells,  Wheeler,  Whluiey,  WiUiams,  Wuislow.  u«-^ 
iel  B.  Wright,  John  V.  Wright,  and  Zoiricofl%r-lW. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  second  resolution. 

Mr.  DUNN.     In  order  to  moke  the  rcaoluuou 
complete  in  itself,  I  suggest  that  by  unaniinou, 
consent,  it  read,  •♦  the  Missouri  compromise 
instead  of  **  said  restriction.'' 
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There  was  no  objection,  and  the  modiifrcfttion 
was  made. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  -second  resolu- 
tion, and  it  was  agreed  to — yeas  101,  nays  100; 
as  follows: 

TEAS— McMra.  Albright,  Allwon,  Boll,  BankS)  Barbour, 
Henry  Oennctf,  Benson,  Biliinghcirst,  Bingtiftm,  Bishop, 
Bniditinw,  Brcntou,  Buffingtou,  Burlii^nune,  Lewis  D. 
Cauipbell,  Cliaflbe,  ClawMn,  Colfax,  Uoniins,  Covodc, 
Ctajfin,  Canibock,  Damrf  11,  IHmothy.EHivis,  Day,  Dean,  Dc 
Witt,  Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd,  Dunn,  Darfec,  Edie,  Emrie, 
Giddin^,  Gilbert,  Granger,  Grow,  Robert  B.  Uall,  Uartan, 
Uorriiton,  Haven,  Holloway,  Thouiaa  R.  Horton,  Valentine 
B.Horton,  Howard,  Kelsey,  King,  Knapp,  Knight,  Knowl- 
ton,  Knox,  Knnkel,  Leiter,  Mace,  Matte«on,  McCarty, 
Mcactiani,  Killian  Miller,  Millward,  Moore,  Morgan,  Mor- 
rH,  Mott,  Murray,  Nichols,  Norton^  Andrew  Oliver,  Par- 
ker, Pelton,  Pennington,  Perry,  Petnt,  Pike,  Pringle,  Pur- 
viance,  Ritchie,  Roberta,  Sabin,  8app,  Scott,  Sherman,  Sim- 
Rions,  Spinner,  Stanton,  Stranahan,  Tappan,  Thorington, 
Tfauriton.Todd,  Wakenian,  Walbiidfe,  VVaklroD,  Cad wal- 
ader  C.  Washbume,  EUihu  B.  Washbume,  Israel  Wash- 
bum,  Welch,  Wheeler,  Wood,  Woodruff,  and  WoodwortU 
—101. 

NATS— MesCTB.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay,  Barksdale,  Bell, 
Hendley  S.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce.  Branch, 
Broom,  Burnett,  Cadwalader,  John  P.  Cambbell,  Carlile, 
Canithers,  Caskjq,  CItngman,  Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R. 
W.  Cobb.  Cox,  CuUen,  Davidson,  Henry  Winter  Davis, 
DowdeU,  EdmuBdson,  Elliott,  Eneli«h,  Btberidge,  Euati.s, 
£▼1^9,  nulkner.  Foster,  Henry  M.  Puller,  Thomas  J.  D. 
Fuller,  Goode,  Greenwood,  Augustus  Hall,  J.  Morrison 
Harris,  Sampnon  W.  Harris,  Thomas  L.  Harris,  Herbert, 
Boffman,  Houston,  Jewett,  George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy 
Jones,  Kelly,  Kennett,  Kid  well.  Lake,  Letcher,  Lindlcy, 
Iftnapkin,  Humfriirey  Marshall,  Samuel  S.  Marshall,  Max- 
well. McMuIlin,  McQueen,  Smith  Miller,  Millson,  Mor- 
dccai  Oliver,  Orr,  Packer,  Paine,  Peck,  Pbelpa,  Porter, 
Powell,  Purvear,  Quitman,  Reade,  Ready,  Ricaud,  Rich- 
•rdmn,  Rutnn,Ri]st.  Sondiita),  Savage,  Samuel  A.  Smith, 
WilUam  Smith,  WilUam  R.  Smith,  Sneed,  Stephens,  Stew- 
art, Swope.  Talbott,  Taylor,  Trippe,  Undenvood,  Valk, 
Walker,  Warner,  VVatkins,  Wliitney,  W^iUlaras,  Wta-Iow, 
Daniel  B.  Wright,  John  V.  Wright,^  ZolUcoffcr— 100. 

When  the  name  of  Mr.  Alexander  K.  Mar- 
8HALL  was  called, 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  stated  that  his  colleague 
was  detained  in  his  room  and  prevented  from 
attendance  !)y  indisposition. 

The  third  resolution  was  then  reported. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  move  a  division  of 
the  question;  that  the  vote  be  first  taken  on  the 
first  part  of  the  resolution  down  to  the  words, 
«*but  until  the  Missouri  restriction  of  1820," 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  would  suggest  that, 
if  the  proposition  be  divided,  the  last  portion  by 
itaelf  would  be  mere  refk'iage, 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  differ  from  the  Clerk  in 
reference  to  the  susceptibility  of  the  proposition 
to  an  intelligible  division.    I  insist  on  a  division. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  has  again  read  the 
resolution,  and  tliinking  that  it  may  be  suscep- 
tible to  a  division,  will  put  the  question  to  th^ 
House. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  thouffht  it 
was  divisible  at  first,  and  wanted  it  done;  out  I 
do  not  think  so  now.  Suppose  the  first  branch  is 
▼oted  out,  would  the  portion  left  make  any  sense? 
That  is  the  question.  There  would  be  no  sense 
in  it,  and  I  therefore  hold  that  the  proposition  is 
not  divisible. 

The  CLERK.  If  the  first  part  wtfe  stricken 
out,  the  remaining  portion  woiild  certainly  be  in- 
expressive. The  Clerk  does  not  think  that  the 
question  is  divisible.  He  will,  however,  put4he 
qnestion  to  the  House.  Those  who  are  in  fistvor 
of  a  division  of  the  question  will  say  ay. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia.  I  object  to  t^e  mode 
in  which  the*  question  is  put.  I  am  in  favor  of 
havitig  the  proposition  divided;  but  as  I  think 
that  it  is  not  divisible,  let  the  point  of  order  be 
submitted  thus:  those  who  are  of  the  opinion 
that  the  proposition  is  divisible  will  say  ay>&c., 
mo  that  we  shall  not  be  placed  in  a  false  positiom 

Mr.  DUNN.  I  suggest  that  we  take  a  vote  on 
the  first,  and  then  on  the  second  branch  of  the 
resolution,  waiting  the  point  of  order. 

Mr.  SMITH ,  of  Virginia.  I  suggest  that  the 
word  "  that"  be  inserted  in  place  of  "but,"  at 
the  commencement  of  the  second  branch  of  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  KELLY.  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  question  of  division. 

The  yeas  and  nays  wore  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  House  decided 
that  the  resolution  was  not  divisible. 

Mr.  WALBRIDGE.  1  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  ^'solution. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  third  resohi- 


tton ;  and  it  was  disagreed  to — yeas  100,  nays  103; 
as  follows: 

VEA8— Messrs.  Albright,  AIliBon,  Boll,  Banks,  Barbour, 
Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  fiillingfaurst,  Btu^ani,  Bishop, 
BIl-!«,  Bradbhaw,  Brcnlon,  Bufllngton,  Burlingame.  Lew'n 
D.  Campbell,  ChaOee,  Clawson,  Colfax,  (Toinin.s,  Covode, 
Oragin,  Cumbnck,  Damrell,  Timothy  Davis,  Day,  De  Wilt, 
Dick,  IMckson,  Dodd,  Dunn,  Dartee,  Edie,  Emrie,  Gidding;*, 
Gilbert,  Granger,  Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan,  Harrison, 
Holloway,  Thomas  R.  Horton,  Valentine  B.  Horton,  How- 
ard, Kelsey,  King.  Knam>,  Knowlton,  Knox,  Kunkcl, 
Leiter,  Mace,  Matteson,  McCarty,  Meacham,  Killian  MU- 
ler,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Mott,  Murray,  Nichols,  Nor- 
ton, Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Pelton,  Pennington,  Perry, 
Pettit,  Pike,  Pringle,  Piirvtance.  Ritchie,  Robbtus,  Roberts, 
Sabin,  Sapp,  Scott,  Sherman,  Simnion.«i,  Spinner,  Stanton, 
Stranahan,  Tappan,  Thorington,  Thuroton,  Todd,  Wade, 
Wakeman,  Walbndge,  Waldron,  Cadwidader  C.  Wash- 
bume, ElHho  B.  Washbume,  Israel  Waahbura,  W^aison, 
Welch,  Wood,  Woodruff,  and  Woodworlh—lOO. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Aiken,  Alien,  Barclay,  Barksdale,  Bell, 
Hendley  S.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce,  Branch, 
Broom,  Burnett,  Cadwalader,  John  P.  Campbell,  Carlile, 
Caruthers,  Caskie,  Clingnan,  Howell  Cobb,  Williamson 
R.  W.  Cobb,  Cox,  Culf^n,  Davidson,  Henry  Winter  Davis, 
Dowdell,  Edmundson,  ElUott,  English,  Etheridge,  £ustii«, 
Evans,  Faalkoer,  Foster,  Henry  M.  Fuller,  Thomas  J.  p. 
Fuller,  Goode,  Greenwood,  Ai^stus  Hall,  J.  Morrison 
Harris,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomas  Ii.  Harris,  Haven, 
Herbert,  Hoffman,  Houston.  Jewett,  George  W.  Jones.  J. 
Glancy  Jones,  Kelly,  Kennett,  Kidttell,  Knight,  LnJce. 
Letcher,  Lindley,  Lumpkin,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Samuel 
S.  Marshall,  Maxwell,  McMuIlin,  McClueen,  Smith  Miller, 
Millson,  Millwanl,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Packer,  Paine, 
Peck,  Phclpsi,  Porter,  Powell,  Puryear,  Quitman,  Reade, 
Ready,  Ricaud,  Richard^n,  Ruffin,  Rust,  Sandidse,  Savage, 
Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  Smith,  WilUam  R.  Smith, 
Sneed,  Stephens,  Stewart,  Swope,  Talbott,  Taylor,  Trippe, 
Underwood,  Valk,  Walker,  Warner,  VVatkins,  VV'heeler, 
Whitney,  WiUiams,  Winslow,  John  V.  Wright,  and  Zolli- 
coflSsr— 103. 

Mr.  WHITNEY  (when  his  name  was  called) 
said:  The  resolution,  in  my  judgment,  contains 
a  flat  contradiction  in  itself;  out  as  1  do  not  desire 
to  avoid  any  responsibility,  I  vote  no. 

AGITATION  OF  THE  SLAVERY  QUESTION. 

Mr.  FULLER,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  offer  the 
following  resolution,  and  call  for  the  previous 
question  and  the  yeas  and  nays  on  it: 

Re»olvei.  That  a  useless  and  fbctlous  agitation  of  the 
question  or  slavery,  in  or  out  of  Congress,  is  unwiie,  nnjnst 
to  a  portion  of  the  American  people,  and  injurious  to  every 
section  of  our  country ;  and  therefore  should  not  be  coua- 
tenanced. 

Mr.  VALK.  I  second  the  demand  for  the 
previous  Question.  ' 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  suggest  that  the 
words  '*useless  and  factious,"  be  stricken  out  of 
the  resolution.  I  think  that  all  agitation  of  the 
question  is  wrong. 

Mr.  FULLER.  I  agree  with  the  eentleman 
from  Tennessee  entirely;  but  I  wish  the  resolu- 
tion voted  on  just  as  it  is. 

The  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now  put. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  FULLER.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  accept  the  mod- 
ification proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee. 

Mr.  MEACHAM.  I  have  a  substitute  for  that 
resolution,  which  I  desire  to  have  read  for  inform- 
ation. 

The  Clerk  read  the  substitute,  as  follows: 

Reiolred,  That  In  the  opinion  of  this  Hoate  the  repeal 
of  tlie  Missouri  compromise  of  18^,  prohibiting  slavery 
north  of  latitude  36*  30',  was  an  example  of  useless  and 
fhctious  agitation  of  the  slavery  question,  both  In  and  out 
of  Congress,  which  was  unwise  and  unjust  to  a  portion  of 
the  American  people. 

Mr.  BALL.  I  move  that  the  resohition  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Ball's 
motion;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas 
92,  nays  110;  as  follow^: 

YEAS—Messrs.  Albright.  Allison,  Ball,  Banks,  Barbour, 
Henry  Dennett,  Benson,  Billinghurst,  Dingham,  Bishop, 
Bliss,  Bradshaw,  Brenton,  Buffiugton,  Uuriingame,  Chaffee, 
Clawson^ColDix,  Comins,  Corode,  Cnwln,  Cumback,  Ham- 
reU.  Tioibthy  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  De  Witt,  Dick,  Dickson, 
Dodd,  Durfee,  Edie,  Erorie,  Giddings,  Gilbert,  CSranger, 
Grow.  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harian,  Holloway,  Thomas  R.  Hor- 
ton. Valendne  B.  Horton,  Howard,  Kelsey,  King,  Knapp, 
Ka^ht,  Knowltonf  Knox,  Kunkel,  Leiter,  Mace,  Matte- 
ton,  McCarty,  Meacham,  Killian  Milter,  Morrill,  Mntt, 
Murray,  Nichols.  Norton,  Parker,  Pelton,  Pennin^on, 
Perry,  Pettit,  Piice,  Pringle,  Purvianee,  Roberts,  Sabin, 
Sapp,  Scott,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Stanton,  Stranahan, 
Tappan,  Thorington,  Thurston,  Todd,  Wade,  Walbridge, 
Waldron,  Cadwalader  C.  Washi>unie,  EUihu  B.  Wash- 
bume, Israel  Washburn,  Watson,  Welch,  Wood,  Wood- 
ruff^ and  Woodwortlj— 92. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay,  Barksdale,  Bell, 
Hendley  8.  Bennett.  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce,  Branch, 
Broom,  Burnett,  Cadwalader,  John  P.  Campbell,  Lewis 
D.  Campbell,  Carlile,  Caruthers,  Caskie,  Clingman,  Howell 
Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Cox,  Cullen,  Davidson 
Henry  Winter  Davis,  Dowdell,  Dtmn,  Edmundson,  Elliott, 
Ragftih,  Eihafidfe,  Eaatte,  Bvaa^  Faulkner,  Fmist,  Etairy 


M.  Fuller,  Thomaa  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode,  GreeawoocL 
Augustus  Hall,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Sampson  W.  Harris, 
Thomas  L.  Harris,  Harrison,  Haven,  Herbert,  Hoffinan, 
Houston,  Jewett,  George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Keitt, 
Kelly,  Kennett,  Kidwetl,  Lake,  Letcher,  Lumpkin,  Ham- 
pbrcy  Marshall,  Saroocl  S.  Marshall,  Maxwell,  McMallin, 
McUoecn.  Smith  Miller, Millson, Millward,  Moore,  Andrew 
Oliver,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr^  Packer,  Paine.  Peck,  Phelps, 
Portf  r,  Powell.  Puryear,  Quitman,  Reade,  Ready,  Ricaud, 
Richardson,  Robbins,  Ruffin,  Rust,  SandidfC,  Savage, 
William  Smith,  William  R.  Smith,  Sneed,  Spinner,  Ste- 
phens, Stewart.  Swope,  Talbott,  Taylor,  Trippe,  Under- 
wood, Valk,  Wakeman,  Walker,  Warner,  Watkiaa, 
Wheeler.  Whitney,  Williams,  Winslow,  Daniel  B.  Wright. 
Joha  V.  Wright,  and  ZoUicoffer— 110. 

The  Question  recurred  upon  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  101,  nays  100;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay,  Barksdale,  Bell, 
Hendley  S.  Bennett.  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce,  Branch, 
Broom,  Burnett,  Cadwalader,  John  P.'CaropbcIl,  Carlile^ 
Caruthers,  Caskie,  Clingman,  Howell  Cobb,  WilUam^n  R. 
W.  Cobb,  Cox,  CuUen,  Davidson,  Henry  Winter  Davis, 
^Dowdell,  Edmundson,  EUiou,  EiwUflh,  Etberi^ge,  Eustis, 
Evans,  FhuJkner,  Foster,  Henry  M.  Fuller.  'Jliouas  J.  D. 
Fuller,  Goode,  Greenwood,  Augustus  Hall,  J.  Morrison 
Harris,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomas  L.  Harris,  Haven, 
Hoffman,  Hou<4ton,  Jewett,  George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy 
Jones,  Kelly,  Kennett,  KidweU,  Lake,  Letcher,  Lindley, 
Lumpkin,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Samuel  S.  Man^^hall,  Max- 
well. McMuIlin,  McQueen,  Smith  Miller,  MilUon,  Mill- 
ward,  Mordecai  Oiiy>r,  Orr,  Packer,  Paine,  Peck,  Phelps, 
Porter,  Powell,  Puryear,  Quitman,  Reade,  Raady,  Rioaud, 
Richardson,  Rudin,  Rust.  Sandidge,  Savage,  William 
SmiUi,  William  R.  Smith,  Sneed,  Stephens,  Stewart, 
Swope,  Talbott,  Taylor,  Trippe,  Underwood,  Valk, 
Walker,  Warner,  Waikins,  Wheeler,  Whitney,  Williams, 
Winslow,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  John  V.  Wright,  and  ZoUi- 
coffer—101. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Albright.  Allison,  Ball.  Banks,  Barbour, 
Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  Billinglmrst,  Binffhaip,  Bishop, 
Bliss,  Bradsliaw,  Brenton,  Buffington,  Burltngame,  Lewis 
D.  Campbell,  Chaffee,  Clawson,  Colfax,  Comin;*,  Covode, 
Cragin,  Cumback,  Dnmrell,  Timothy  Davis,  Day,  Dean, 
De  Witt,  Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd,  Dunn,  Durfee,  Edie,  Emrie, 
Giddings,  Gilberi,  Granger,  Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harian, 
Harrison,  Holloway,  TbomaaR.  Horton,  Valentine  B.  Hor- 
ton, Howard,  KeUey,  King,  Knapp,  Kni^it,  Knowllon, 
Knox,  Kunkel,  Leiter,  Matteson,  McCarty,  lleacham.  Kil- 
lian Miller,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Mott,  Murray,  Nich- 
ols, Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Pelton,  Peiraington, 
Perr^,  Pettit,  Kike,  Pringle,  Purvianee,  Robbins,  Roberts, 
Sabin,  Sapp,  Scott,  Sherman,  Simmons, Spinner,  Stanton, 
Stranahan,  Tjippan,  Thorington,  Thurston,  Todd,  Wade, 
Wakeman,  Walbridge,  Waklron,  Cadwalader  C.  Wash- 
bume, Ellihu  B.  Washbume,  Israel  Washburn,  Watson, 
Welch,  Wood,  Woodruff,  and  Woodwortb  — 100. 

Pending  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  said:  I  wish  to  inquire 
whether  this  resolution  condemns  etg^itation  for 
slavery  or  t^ainst  it  ? 

The  CLERK.    Debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.     I  vote  no. 

The  result  was  then  announced. 

Mr.  MEACHAM.  I  now  offer  my  resolution 
as  an  independent  proposition,  and  call  for  the 
previous  question  upon  it. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  We  have  had  abstractions 
enough  to-day,  to  satisfy  evciv  a  Virginian;  and 
I  move  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  1  ask  the  gentleman  to 
withdraw  that  motion  for  a  moment,  to  allow  me 
to  have  read  a  proposition  which  I  desire  to  offer 
as  a  substitute  for  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman 
from  Vermont. 

*  Mr.  LETCHER.  1  will  withdraw  it  to  let  the 
gentleman's  proposition  be  read  for  inforraUtion. 

The  CLERK.  The  follo%un^  is  the  resolution 
offered  by  the  gentleman  froin  Vermont: 

Reaohed,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the  repeal 
of  the  Missouri  compromit?  of  l^^y  proiiibiung  slavery 
north  of  36**  Wy  was  an  example  of  useless  and  fhctious 
agitation  of  the  slavery  question,  unwise  and  unjust  to  the 
American  people. 

The  previous  question  ^s  seconded. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  wish  to  ofTer  a  substitute 
fbr  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  witlidraw  the  motion  to 
adjourn,  in  order  that  the  proposition  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Arkansas  may  be  read. 

The  CLERK.  If  gentlemen  will  permit  the 
Clerk  to  state  how  the  case  stands,  he  will  do  so 
with  ffrcat  pleasure.  The  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont nas  onered  a  resolution  upon  which  he  de- 
mands the  previous  question.  The  Clerk  will 
now  read  for  information  the  proposition  of  the 

fentleman  from  Arkansas,  [Mr.  Greenwoop.] 
t  is  as  follows: 

Resolcedf  That  tlie  Clerk  instruct  the  pages  to  inform  the 
members  who  occupy  the  vacant  seats  on  the  llopiibllran 
side  of  tlie  House,  that  the  votes  have  been  token  upon  the 
raaoiatioM  of  Messrs.  Dukn  and  Fdllcr,  and  tliat they  can 
now  resume  their  seats  ia  this  Hall. 

Mr.  STEPHENS*  I  desire  to  ofkr  the  follow- 
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ing  as  a  substitute  for  the  resolution  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Vermont: 

Reaolvtd,  Tbat  the  original  friends  of  the  Kansafl  and 
Nebra«ka  act,  thoush  in  a  laife  minority  on  this  flour, 
deem  this  a  At  occasion  to  extend  to  the  country  their  con- 
gratulation upon  the  encouraging  pro^rem  of  their  cau»e, 
and  the  brightening  pmepect  of  ita  ultimate  success. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  I  will  not  insist  on  my 
resolution. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  would  like  to  Jcnow  how 
these  substitutes  get  in,  when  the  previous  ques- 
tion has  be^n  onlered  ? 

The  CLERK.  The  substitute  is  not  in  order, 
the  previous  question  having  been  moved  and 
seconded. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  give  notice,  then,  that  if 
the  main  question  is  voted  down,  I  will  offer  that 
as  a  subsutute. 

Mr.  PAINE.  I  move  to  lay  the  resolution 
apoh  the  table;  and  on  that  mouon  I  demand  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  motion  was 
disa^eed  to. 

Air.  PRINGLE.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  navs 
upon  the  passage  of  the  resolution  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Vermont. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  6OYCE.  Is  it  in  order  to^nove  an  amend- 
ment to  the  resolution  ? 

The  CLERK.  It  is  not,  as  the  previous  ques- 
tion has  been  moved  and  seconded. 

Ms.  BOYCE.    1  wish  to  move  to  amend  by 

inserting  the  words  **  excitement  growing  out 

of,"  so  that  the  resolution  shall  read: 

Raolved^  That  in  the  opinion  of  ibii  House,  the  excite- 
ment growing  out  of  the  rcpeaJ  of  the  Missouri  compmmise 
of  l^U,  prohibiting  slavery  nonJi  of  latitude  36'*30',  wai»  an 
example  of  useless  and  l^tious  agitation  of  the  flaver)'  ques- 
tion, unwise  and  ui\iudt  to  the  Am<'rican  people. 

The  CLERK.  The  amendment  is  not  in  or- 
der, and  no  debate  is  in  order. 

The  question  was  then  put;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  amrmative — yeas  lUS,  nays  93;  as  follows: 

YEAS—Messrs.  Albright,  AUition,  Boil.  Banks,  Barbour,' 
Henry  Bennett,  BcnwMi,  Billin^urBt,  Bingham,  Bishop, 
Bliss,  Bradshaw,  Brenton,  Broom,  Buffingtoii,  Burtingame, 
Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Chaffee,  Bkra  Clark.  Clawdon,  Collkx, 
Comins,  Covode,  Cragin.  Cumback,  Damrell,  Timothy 
Davis,  Day,  Dean,  De  Wm,  Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd,  Dunn, 
Durfee,  Bdie,  Emrie,  Etheridge.  GiddiiUM,  Gilbert,  Gran- 

B'.T.  Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Ilarian.  HarriMu,  Haven, 
olloway,  Thomas  R.  Horton,  Volentme  B.  Honon,  How- 
ard, Kelsey,  King,  Knapp,  Knight.  Knowlton.  Knox,  Kun- 
kel,  Leiter,  Matteson,  McCany,  Meacliam,  KiJlian  31  iller, 
Millward.  Moore,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Moti,  Murray,  Nichols, 
Norton,  Andrew  OHver,  Parker,  Pelton.  Pennington,  Perry, 
Pettit,  Pike,  Pringic,  Purviance,  Robbin»,  Roberts,  Sabin, 
Sapp,  Scott,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Spinner,*  Stanton,  Strnn- 
ahan,  Tappon,  Tborington,  TburHton,  Todd,  Wade,  Wake- 
man,  Walbridge,  Waldron,  Cadwnlader  C.  Woslibumc, 
Ellibu  B.  Waf^hbumc,  Israel  Washburn,  Watson,  Welch, 
Wells,  Wheeler,  Whitney,  Wood,  Woodruff,  and  Wood- 
worth— 108. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay,  Barksdale,  Bell, 
Hendlcy  S.  Bennett.  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce,  Branch,  Bur- 
nett. Cadwaladcr,  John  P.  Campbell,  Carlile,  Caruther^t, 
Caskie,  Clingman.  Howell  Cobb,  WiUianison  R.  W.  Cobb, 
Cox,  Davidbon,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Duwdell,  Edmund- 
son,  Elliott,  Engli5h,  Eu^s,  Evans,  Faulkner,  Foster, 
Henry  M.  Fuller,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode,  Greenwood, 
Augustus  Hall,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Sampson  W.  Harrtu, 
Thomas  L.  Harris,  Herbert,  Hoffman,  Houi^ton,  Jcwett, 
George  W.  Jones.  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Kelly,  Kennett,  Kid- 
well.  Lake,  Letcher,  Lindlev,  Lumpkin,  Humphrey  Mac* 
•hall,  Samuel  S.  Marshall,  Maxwell,  McMullin,  McQueen, 
Braith  Miller,  Millson,  Mordecai  01ivtr,0rr,  Packer,  Paine, 
Peck,  Phelps,  Porter,  Powell,  Quitman,  Reade,  Ready, 
Ricaud,  Richardson,  RuflUi,  Rust,  Sandidgc,  Savage,  Wil- 
liam Smith,  William  R.  Smith,  Sneed,  Stephens,  Stewart, 
Swope,  Talbotl.  Taylor,  TrippI,  Underwood,  Valk,  Walk 
er.  Warner,  Watkins,  Williams,  Winslow,  Daniel  B. 
Wright,  John  V.  Wright,  and  Zollicoffer— 93. 

Pending  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  FULLER,  o^  Maine,  said:  At  the  last 
session  of  Congress  I  voted  against  the  Kansas- 
Nebraska  bill,  as  my  judgment  dictated  at  the 
time.     [•'Order!"    "Order!"] 

The  CLERK.    Debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  FULLER.  If  the  resolution  were  differ- 
ently worded,  I  should  vote  ay.  [Renewed 
cries  of  "Order!**] 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  must  say  to  the 
ffentleman  that  objection  is  made,  and  that  debate 
is  clearly  out  of  order. 

Mr.  ETHERIDGE.  I  rise  to  apoint  of  order; 
which  is,  that  the  resolution  adopted  by  this  House 
a  week  ago,  prohibiting  all  debate  or  personal  ex- 
planation during  the  progress  of  the  business  of 
the  House,  has  expired  by  its  own  limitation;  and 
there  is  no  rule  now  operating  upon  this  House 
which  will  prevent  the  gentleman  from  Maine 
from  majung  a  personal  «xplaoa,tioi!t. 


The  CLERK.    The  Clerk  desires  to  state  to 

the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  that  he  entirely 

misapprehends  the  resolution.    The  resolution, 

so  far  as  it  refers  to  personal  explanation  during 

debate,  has  no  limit.    It  is  this: 

"Resoltftdf  That  during  the  call  of  the  roll,  no  debate  or 
personal  explanation  cluUi  be  in  order ;  and  this  ruJe,  and 
the  ten -minute  rule,  f^hall  not  be  suspended  except  by  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  House." 

The  gentleman  will  see  that  this  is  not  the  rule 
by  which  all  debate  was  prohibited  for  ona  week. 
Under  this  rule,  all  debate  and  personal  explana- 
tion during  the  call  of  the  roll  are  out  of  order. 

Mr.  NICHOLS  said:  I  vote  for  all  of  that 
resolution,  except  the  word  **  factious.** 

Mr.  BARCLAY  said:  The  word  "  factious'* 
being  in  the  resolution,  I  vote  no. 

The  result  of  the  vote  was  then  announced,  as 
above  recorded. 

The  House  adjourned  until  Monday  next,  at 
twelve  o'clock,  m.     

Ebratum.— In  the  fourth  sentence  of  Mr.  Clattoh's 
speech  of  Thursday,  the  24th  instant,  [page  983,  Cong. 
Globe,]  in  the  note  on  the  letter  of  Lord  John  Russell,  sub- 
stitute the  words  in  the  concluding  sentence  of  that  letter 
for  the  slight  misquotation  of  them  in  the  report,  a  few  lines 
below  that  sentence 
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Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Hekrt  C.  Dean. 
The  Journal  ofThursday  was  read  and  approved. 
CREDENTIALS. 

Mr.  6R0DHEAD  presented  the  credentials  of 
Hon.  William  Bigler,  chosen  by  the  Legisla-  i 
ture  of  Pennsylvania  a  Senator  from  that  State,  ' 
for  the  term  of  six  years  from  the  4th  of  March,  | 
1855;  which  were  read,  and  the  ooth  prescribed 
by  law  having  been  administered  to  Mr.  Bigler,  { 
he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

PETITIONS,  ETC.  j 

Mr.  MASON  presented  the  memorial  of  the  > 
heirs  and  representatives  of  officers  of  the  Virginia  ' 
Continental  Line,  asking  for  half  pay,  due  under  I 
the  resolve  of  Congress  of  October  21, 1780,  after  I 
deducting  the  commutation  at  one  eighth  its  | 
nominal  amount,  the  rate  to  which  it  became  re- 
duced at  the  time  of  the  issue;  which  was  referred  ! 
to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims.  i 

Mr.  HAMLIN  presented  the  petition  of  citizens  | 
of  Maine,  who  were  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  \ 
war  of  1812,  praying  for  an  amendment  of  the  i 
pension  laws;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK  presented  the  petition  of 
Joseph  Mount,  a  private  in  Captain  Wyman's 
company  of  volunteers  during  the  Indian  disturb- 
ances in  Alabama  in  1836,  praying  to  be  allowed 
the  bounty  land  withheld  fjrom  him  in  consequence 
of  his  name  not  appearing  on  the  muster-roll; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. ' 

Also  the  petition  of  George  W.  Fletcher,  United 
States  Consul  at  Aspinwall,  praying  for  an  in- 
crease of  his  salary;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  TOUCEY  presented  the  petition  of  pilots 
and  masters  of  vessels,  praying  for  un  appropri- 
ation for  a  light  ship  to  be  stationed  at  a  sand- 
shoal  on  Long  Island  Sound,  near  Cornfield  Point, 
in  order  to  anord  requisite  aid  and  assistance  to 
navigation ,  and  insure  greater  safety  to  commerce ; 
whicn  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. • 

Mr.  WELLER  presented  the  petition  of  Wal- 
ter M.  Rockwell  d^  Co.,  praying  for  a  donation 
of  l^nd  to  aid  in  constructing  a  telegraph  line 
from  San  Francisco  to  some  point  on  the  Missis- 
sippi liver;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  jPublic  Lands. 

Alsp,  two  petitions  of  officer^  of  the  Army, 
praying  for  an  increase  of  the  commutation  price 
of  the  Armv  ration  from  twenty  cents  to  forty 
cents;  whicn  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  thepresident  and  direct- 
ors of  the  San  Diego  and  Gila  Southern  Pacific 
and  Atlantic  Railroad  Company,  in  California, 
praying  for  a  grant  of  land  to  enable  them  to  con- 
struct tneir  road;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Colonel  William  Gates, 
of  the  United  States  Army,  praying  to  be  indem- 


nified for  property  lost  in  consequence  of  the  d^ 
struction  of  tne  steamship  San  Francisco;  whidi 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  the  trustees  of  the  city 
of  San  Diego,  California,  praying  for  an  appro- 
priation to  deepen  the  harbor  at  that  place;  whicl« 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Edward  H.  Harrison, 
late  collector  of  the  port  of  San  Francisco,  pray- 
ing to  be  relieved  from  liability  for  public  money 
collected  at  that  port  and  stolen  while  in  Iub  cus- 
tody ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Dent,  Vantine  A  Co.,ne^ 
chants  in  California,  praying  compensation  f« 
supplies  furnished  to  certain  tribes  of  Indians  in 
that  State,  under  an  order  of  the  United  States 
Commissioner  for  treating  with  those  Indians; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indiio 
Afiaira. 

Mr.  FISH  presented  the  petition  of  seamen 
who  were  on  board  the  United  States  steamer 
Missouri,  which  was  destroyed  by  fire  at  Gibraltar, 
in  1843,  praying  to  be  indemnified  for  the  loss  of 
their  clotning  by  the  burning  of  that  vessel;  whicli 
was  referreato  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  DURKEE  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Dane  county,  Wisconsin,  praying  for  a  modi- 
fication of  the  present  system  of  weights  and 
measures;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commitles 
on  Commerce. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Brown  county, 
Wisconsin,  praying  for  the  passage  of  an  act 
authorizing  tne  sale  of  the  mihtary  reservation  it 
Fort  Howard,  in  Uiat  State;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  mi  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  DODGE  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
register  and  receiver  of  the  land  office  at  Menasha, 
Wisconsin,  praying  for  an  increase  of  compensa- 
tion; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Also,  the  petition  of  the  grand  and  petit  jurors 
of  the  district  court  of  the  United  Stales  for  the 
district  of  Wisconsin,  praying  for  a  change  o( 
the  terms  of  the  court,  and  for  an  increase  of  the 
saleuy  of  the  judge  of  that  district;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Conunittce  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  FOOT  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Wood  worth,  an  invalid  pensioner,  praying  to  be 
allowed  arreara  of  pensions;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  have  received  a  memo- 
rial from  a  committee  appointed  at  the  Illinoii 
State  Educational  Convention,  praying  for  a  grant 
of  land  to  each  State  in  the  Union,  for  the  jwrpose 
of  endowing  industrial  univeraities,  to  cooperate 
with  each  other,  and  with  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution at  Washington,  for  the  education  of  the 
industrial  classes  and  their  teachere.  It  is  accom- 
panied by  resolutions  adopted  by  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  of  Illinois,  favoring  the  project.  I 
move  that  they  be  referred  to  the  Commiuee  oi 
the  Public  Lands.   . 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MALLORY  presented  the  memorial  of 
John  C.  Carter,  praying  that  the  accounting  ofi- 
cera  of  the  Treasury  may  be  directed  to  allow 
him  the  full  amount  of  his  expenses  while  actins 
as  purser  on  board  the  ship  Massachusetts,  which 
amount  is  stated  in  a  joint  resolution  paned  for 
his  relief  February  13, 1855;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afifaira. ' 

Mr.  BROWN  presented  two  petitions  of  citt- 
zcns  of  Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  pray* 
ing  for  the  enactment  of  a  law  to  prevent  abuse 
at  elections;  which  were  referred  to. the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  SEWARD  presented  the  memorial  of  A- 
Levesque,  and  other  citizens  of  the  United  Siatesi 
late  residents  of  San  Juan  del  Norte,  or  Greytown, 
praying  for  indemnity  fot  the  deslruction  of  their 
property  by  the  bombardment  of  that  place  bv 
the  United  States  sloop  of  war  Cyane,  July  13» 
1854;  which  was  referred  to  the  Court  of  Claun«« 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  presented  resolutions  of  the 
Board  of  Underwriters  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
in  behalf  of  Commander  B.  F.  Sands,  who  has 
invented  means  of  ascertaining  the  character  oi 
the  bottom  in  deep  sea-soundings,  and  recom- 
mending such  legislation  as  will  compensate  him 
and  give  to  the  mercantile  marine  the  benefit  ol 
his  invention;  which  was  referred *to  the  Coo* 
mitue  on  Commsroe. 
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Mr.  JOHNSON  presented  the  petition  of  citi- 
zenA  of  Randolph  county,  Arkansas,  and  Ripley 
coun^,  Missouri^  praying  for  the  establishment 
of  a  mail  route  from  Pocahontas,  Arkansas,  to 
Doniphan,  in  Missouri;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Cfommittee  on  the  PostOdlice  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  PEARCE  presented  the  memorial  of  Mar- 
tin Fenwick,  praying  for  the  confirmation  of  his 
title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  State  of  Missouri ; 
which,  with  the  papers  already  on  file  relating  to 
the  same  case,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  presented  a  paper  re- 
lating to  the  application  of  Orson  Young  for  a 
pension;  which,  with  the  papers  already  on  file 
relating  to  the  same  case,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  WADE  presented  the  petition  of  Captain 
Norwood  McClelland,  praying  for  remuneration 
for  losses  incurred  in  transporting  Government 
stores  from  New  Orleans  to  Fort  Smith,  Arkan- 
sas; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

Mr.  FOSTER  presented  additional  papers  in 
the  case  of  Nathan  Scholfield,  who  prayed  for  an 
extension  of  his  patent  for  a  governor  or  regula-' 
tor  for  water-wheels;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  presented  the  petition 
of  citizens  of  Mitchell  county,  Iowa,  praying  for 
the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  from  Dubuque 
to  Osage,  in  that  county;  and  from  McGregor's 
Landing  to  Osage,  Mitchell  county;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Also,  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Iowa»  praying 
the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  from  Dyersville 
to  Waverley,  in  that  State;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

Mr.  GEYER  presented  five  memorials  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  pray- 
ing for  grants  of  land  in  aid  of  the  construction 
of  railroads  in  that  State;  which  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Thomas  Foster  and 
others,  pravine  that  the  pensions  allowed  to 
widows  under  the  act  of  1638  may  be  extended 
so  as  to  embrace  two  years  between  the  expira- 
tion of  that  act  and  the  passage  of  the  act  of  March 
3, 1843;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensiohs. 

liAVAL  RETIRING  BOARD. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Kentucky.  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, I  desire  to  present  and  have  referred  to  the 
Coni^mittee  on  Naval  Affairs  the  memorial  or  pe- 
tition of  Lieutenant  John  C.  Carter.  As,  by  the 
24th  rule  of  the  Senate,  **  a  brief  statement  of  the 
contents  of  the  petition  or  memorial  shall  verbally 
be  made  by  the  introducer,'*  I  will  state  that  he 
represents  that  he  has  been  in  the  naval  service 
about  thirty-one  years,  and  that  eighteen  of  those 
yeare  he  was  afloat,  or  upon  the  ocean. 

He  further  states  that  he  has  served  without 
charge  or  allegation  ever  being  preferred  against 
him ;  and  it  appeara  from  the  records  of  the  Navy 
Department,  or  otherwise,  that  his  efficiency, 
morally,  mentally,  or  physically,  has  never  been 
(questioned .  He  says,  in  selecung  his  vocation  in 
hfe,  by  long  patience  and  faithfUl  service  he  hoped 
at  last  he  would  eventually  receive  a  captain's 
commission;  but  the  late  naval  retiring  ooard, 
from  some  cause  to  him  unknown  and  unaccount- 
able, have  placed  him  on  furlough,  and  thrown 
him  out  of  the  line  of  promotion. 

Mr.  President,  his  case,  as  represented,  is  a 
hard  one,  and  he  prays  for  sucn  relief  as  it  is 
competent  or  proper  for  Congress  to  grant. 

I  nope  that  no  discussion  will  arise,  for  I  do 
not  wish  to  revive  a  debate  which  has  already,  I 
think,  prematurely  and  profitlessly  sprung  up 
upon  similar  petitions.  I  hope  the  petition  will 
be  received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affaire;  and  when  they  shall  report  upon  it, 
or  report  generally  in  this  matter,  Twill  say  what 
I  now  refrain  from  saying,  because  it  would  not 
be  in  order. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs.     ^ 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  desire  to  present  ! 
the  memorial  of  A.  D.  Harrell,  late  a  lieutenant  in  i 
the  United  States  Navy,  who  was  dropped  in 
consequence  of  ths  action  of  the  late  naval  board, 


praying  that  such  measures  may  be  adopted  as 
will  efface  the  ignominy  cast  upon  him^  and  cor- 
rect the  injustice  done  to  him.  1  forbear  saying 
anything  upon  this  occasion,  believing  no  ^ood 
can  result  from  discussion  here  on  individual 
cases.  I  must,  however,  be  permitted' to  say, 
that  thiscase  seems  to  me  to  be  one  of  great  hard- 
ship and  injustice. 

The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affaire. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  present  the  memorial  of 
Commodore  Foxall  A.  Parker,  a  captain  in  the 
United  States  Navy,  who  was  placed  on  the  fur- 
loueh  list  by  the  action  of  the  late  naval  board 
and  the  President,  complaining  of  their  proceed- 
ings, and  praying  for  justice  arid  redress.  I 
shall  not  go  into  any  debate  On  the  subject.  The 
memorial  states,  I  think,  as  strong  a  case  as 
could  well  be  presented. 

The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affaire. 

Mr.  ADAMS  presented  the  memorial  of  Wil- 
liam H.  Nolan,  late  a  lieutenant  in  the  Navy, 
who  was  dropped  in  consequence  of  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  late  naval  board,  praying  that 
Congress  will  take  some  measures  to  correct  the 
injustice  done  to  him;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affaire. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  presented  additional  papers 
in  the  case  of  Commander  T.  Darrah  Shaw,  who 
asked  for  relief  from  the  action  of  the  late  naval 
board;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affaire. 

Mr.  WADE  presented  the  memorial  of  Lieu- 
tenant Henry  Walke,  of  the  United  States  Navy, 
who  was  retired  by  the  action  of  the  late  naval 
board,  asking  to  be  restored  to  his  former  rank 
and  position;  which  was  referred  to  the  Con^mit- 
tee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Also,  the  petition  of  John  Posey  Hall,  late 
master  in  the  United  States  Navy,  asking  relief 
from  the  action  of  the  late  naval  board,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  he  was  drop^d  from  the  ser- 
vice; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affaire. 

UNlVERSify  OF  VERMONT. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  Mr.  President,  I  present 
the  memorial  of  the  Univereity  of  Vermont,  set- 
ting forth  that,  during  the  last  war  with  Great 
Britain,  when  the  town  of  Buriineton  was  but  a 
frontier  position,  in  the  year  1813,  the  Army  of 
the  United  States,  being  in  want  of  barracks  and 
shelter,  proceeded  to  take  possession  of  the  Uni- 
versity buildings.  There  was  a  large  building — 
at  least  for  that  period — of  one  hundred  and  sev- 
enty feet  long,  four  stories  high,  and  seventy-five 
feet  wide,  which  made  very  commodious  bar- 
racks, with  store-rooms  for  the  public  service. 
They  took  possession  of  it  with  an  army  of  four 
thousand  men,  and  they  continued  to  occupy  and 
possess  it  during  the  war.  At  the  close  of  the 
war,  in  the  then  reduced  condition  of  the  public 
Treasury,  a  very  limited  allowance  was  made  for 
*'  rent,  as  it  was  called,  and  some  slight  ropaire; 
but  no  sort  of  compensation  was  made  for  the 
breaking  up  of  the  institution,  the  dispersion  of 
its  officere  and  students,  and  all  that  it  suffered 
pecuniarily  and  as  a  literary  institution  from  that 
severe  affliction,  which  was  submitted  to  from 
the  necessity  of  the  occasion,  and  by  force  of 
arms.  This  memorial  asks  that  some  compen- 
sation be  made  for  the  consequences  which  re- 
sulted to  that  institution  from  that  act,  occasioned 
by  the  contingencies  ofiahe  war.  I  move  that  it 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

BOUNTY  LAND  LAW. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  present  a  number  of 
memorials  from  men  who  were  Plattsburg  volun- 
teera.  During  the  last  Congress  an  act  was 
passed  granting  bounty  land  for  military  services, 
and  among  othere,  directly  and  explicitly  in 
terms,  to  those  who  were  engaged  in  the  invasion 
of  Plattsburg;  but  by  the  construction  of  the 
Pension  Bureau  they  are  deprived  of.  the  advant- 
ages intended  by  that  act  in  beins^  required  to  have 
and  show  record  evidence  of  their  service.  In 
point  of  fact,  there  was  no  time  to  make  records 
at  that  day;  ihey  did  not  make  any,  and  these 
men  have,  therefore,  been  deprived  of  that  which 
they  think  Congress,  in  its  generosity  and  wis- 
dom, intended  to  extend  to  them,  and  did  extend 
to  them  in  exprMi  terms,  by  the  act;  and  thay 


hope,  therefore,  that  another  explanatory  act 
will  be  passed  which  shall  supersede  the  regula- 
tion of  the  Department  which  requires  them  to 
have  record  evidence  of  their  military  service. 
I  move  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

f  he  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PUBLIC  PRINTER. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK  gave  notice  that  he  would 
ask  the  Senate  to-morrow  to  proceed  to  the  elec- 
tion of  a  public  printer  for  tne  Senate,  for  Uie 
Thirty-Fourth  Congress. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  STUART,  it  was 

Orderedf  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  John  Spencer, 
late  receiver  of  public  monejrs  at  Fort  Wavne,  Indiana, 
praying  for  indemnity  for  losae*  on  account  of  a  suit  against 
biro -by  the  Government  a^  a  defkalter,  when  his  accounts 
and  vouchers  showed  a  balance' in  his  favor,  be  withdrawn 
flvm  the  files  of  the  Senate  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DURKEE,  it  was 

Orderedy  Tliat  the  memorial  of  John  Shaw,  praying  (br 
remuneration  for  losses  sustained  in  ftimishing  proviMons, 
ammunition,  &.c..  to  six  companies  of  rangers  on  the  Mi»- 
si««ippi  river  during  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain,  be 
withdrawn  fVom  the  (lies  of  the  Senate  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  AlfiirB. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DURKEE,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  Mary  Khmer  and  Mary 
C.  McCoy,  praying  for  indemnity  for  losses  sustained  by 
them  from  the  depreciation  of  their  property  in  consequence 
of  delays  interposed  by  the  land  ufficers  in  the  perfection 
of  Uieir  titles,  be  withdrawn  from  the  files  of  the  Senato 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MALLORY,  it  was 

Orderedy  That  the  petition  of  lieutenants  in  the  United 
States  Revenue  Marine  service,  praying  to  be  allowed  the 
same  pay  na  officer^  of  a  like  grade  in  the  Navy,  be  with- 
drawn from  the  files  of  the  Senate  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Afikirs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BRODHEAD,  it  was 

Orderedf  That  the  memorial  of  Abraham  Kintxing,  pray- 
ingfor  extra  compensation  for  :«ervice8  as  assistant  appraiser 
at  Philadelphia,  be  withdrawn  tiom  the  files  of  the  Senate 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  IVERSON,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  Catherine  B.  Turner, 
widow  oi'  Daniel  Turner,  praying  for  the  reimbursement  of 
expenses  incurred  by  her  late  husband  in  receiving  and 
entertaining  the  autlioriiies  of  foreign  Governments  on 
board  the  United  States  vessel  under  bis  command,  be 
withdrawn  from  the  files  of  the  Senate  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relatious. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  SAVANNAH  RIVER. 
Mr.  IVERSON  presented  the  following  reso- 
lution ;  which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to: 

Refolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  requested  to 
funiiKlxto  the  Senate  copies  of  the  correspondence  between 
the  War  Department  and  Captain  J.  F.  Gilmer,  in  relation 
to  the  apphcation  and  expenditure  of  the  appropriation 
made  by  the  la^^t  Congress  lor  the  improvement  of  the  Sa- 
vannah river,  together  with  the  reports  of  the  Engineer 
Department  and  the  doeisioDs  of  the  Secretaiy  of  War  upon 
the  subject. 

LIBRARIES  AT  MILITARY  POSTS. 
Mr.  SUMNER  presented  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Aflfaire  be 
instructed  to  consider  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law 
for  the  establishment  of  small  libraries  at  the  diflbrent 
military  posts,  for  the  convenience  of  the  officers  and  men* 

ADJCTURNMENT  TO  THURSDAY. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  STUART,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  when  the  Senate  acUoums  to- day,  it  be  to 
meet  on  Thursday  next. 

PRESIDENTIAL  MESSAGES. 

Several  messages,  in  writing,  were  received 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  Mr. 
SiDNET  WEB8TEik>  his  Private  Secretary. 
CLAYTON-BULWER  TREATY, 

Mr.  CLAYTON,  ^r.  President,  at  the  last 
siuinff  of  the  Senate  a  motion  was  made,  the 
consideration  of  which  was  postponed  expressly 
to  this  day;  it  was  a  motion  to  refer  a  certain 
letter,  written  by  Lord  John  Russell,  to  the  Com-/ 
mittee  on  Foreign  Relations.  On  that  motion- 
the  Senator  from  Michigan  desired  to  address 
the  Senate,  and  as  he  is  now  in  his  seat,  I  move 
that  the  Senate  proceed  to  the  consideration  of 
that  subject. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  pending 
question  was  stated  to  be  on  the  motion  to  refer. 

Mr.  CASS  addressed  the  Senate  at  some  )en«;th. 
A  report  of  his  speech,  together  with  explanations 
made  by  Mr.  Clatton  and  Mr.  Collamer,  which 
are  necessarily  connected  with  it,  will  bs  pub<« 
lisbsd  in  tha  Af^ndix. 
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Mr.  SEWARD.  I  desire  to  concentrate  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  on  the  Central  American 
question,  and  I  ahall  therefore  pass  by  the  ques- 
Uon  of  the  violation  of  our  neutrality  kw«  by  the 
British  authorities,  ajid  also  the  more  general 
topic  of  the  Monroe  doctrine,  which  have  been 
alluded  to  by  the  honorable  Senator  (Vora  Mich- 
igan. I  can  go  on  now;  but  it  is  late,  and  if  the 
Senate  jSrefcr  it,  I  shall  postpone  my  remarks. 

Mr.  BROWN.  If  tlie  Senator  will  give  way, 
I  will  mpve  to  postpone  the  further  consideration 
of  this  subject  until  Thursday,  as  there  is  a  ne- 
cessity tliis  evening  for  an  executive  session. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  will  a^ree  to  that,  if  the 
Senator  will  insert  in  his  motion  a  proposition  to 
make  the  subject  the  order  of  the  aay  for  Thurs- 
dav 

Mr.  BROWN.  That  is  included  in  my  mo- 
tion. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  agreed  to. 

EXSeUTIVB  SESSION. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WELLER,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  executive  business; 
and  afler  some  time  spent  jtherein,  the  doors  were 
reopened. 

COLONEL  MONTGOMERY. 

The  PRESIDENT  jwo  titnpore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  communication  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate,  adopted  on  the  7th  instant,  requesting  him 
to  communicate  to  the  Senate  the  proceedings 
of  the  court-martial  in  the  case  of  Colonel  Mont- 
gomery, of  the  United  States  Army. 

Pending  a  motion  to  print  the  communicatioQ, 
the  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  January  28, 1856. 

The  House  was  called  to  order  by  the  Clerk  at 
twelve  o'clock,  m.  Prayer  by  Rev.  J.  G.  But- 
ler. 

The  Journal  of  Saturday  was  read  and  approved. 

PLVRALITY  RULE. 

Mr.  LEITER.    I  offer  for  adoption  the  reso- 
lution, which  I  send  to  the  Clerk's  table. 
The  resolution  was  read,  as  follows: 

Resolved f  That  ihe  House  will  proceed  to  the  election  of 
a  Spuaker  vive  voce  ;  and  if,  after  one  call  of  the  roll,  uo 
luenibcr  shall  have  received  a  majority  of  the  whole  nQni- 
bor  of  votes,  the  roll  shall  again  be  called,  and  the  uiamber 
who  shall  receive  the  largeat  number  of  votes,  provided  it 
be  a  majority  of  a  quorum,  shall  bj  the  Speaker  of  the 
Uoutte  ot  Representatives  of  the  Thirty-Fourth  Confess. 

Mr.  LEITER.  I  move  the  previous  question 
upon  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

CALL  OP  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  move  a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  Upon  that  motion  I  de- 
mand the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative — yeas  75,  nays  120;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Aiken,  Barclay,  Bdl,  Hendiey  S.  Dea- 
nett,  Bocock,  Bo^oe,  Branch,  Burnett,  Cadwalader,  John 
P.  Campbell,  uarlilc,  Carutlicrs,  Caskie,  Howell  Cobb,  Cox, 
Cullen,  Davidson, Dowdelly  Dunn,  Edmund^ion,  Etheridge, 
EustlB,  Evans,  Florence,  Iienry  M.  Fuller,  Thomas  J.  D. 
Fuller,  Goode,  Greenwood,  J.  Morrison  Harrisi,  Sampson 
W.  Harris,  Harrison,  Haven,  Herbert,  Ho<!man,  Hou^tou, 
Jewctt.George  W.  Jones.  J.  Glancy  Jones.  Kelly,  Kidwell, 
Lake,  J^etcher.  Lumpkin,  Mace,  Alexander  K.  Marahall, 
Maxwell,  McMulUn.  McQueen.  Million,  Nichols,  Mordecai 
Oliver,  Orr,  Paine.  Fhelpa,  Quitman,  Ready,  Ricaud,  Rich- 
ardson, Riven,  Bobbins,  Ruffin,  Rust,  Savage,  Scon,  Snced, 
Stewart,  Taylor,  Underwood.  Walker,  Warner.  Wells, 
Wheeler,  Winslow,  John  V.  VVriglit,  and  Zolliconer~75. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Albright.  Alliaon,  Ball,  Banks,  Barbour, 
Barksdale,  Henry  BenuMt,  Benson,  BtUinghurst,  Binf  ham. 
Bishop^  Blisi,  Brcnton,  Broom,  BuAagton,  Buriingarae, 
James  H.  Campbell.  Lewis  D.^ampboU,  Chatibe,  Exra 
Clark,  Clingman.  Williamson  Jt  W.  Cobb.  Colfax,  Comins, 
Crasiii,  Cumback,  Damrell.  Timothy  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  De 
Witt,  Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd,  Dnrfee,  £dio,  Elliott,  Englisb, 
Foster,  Giddings,  Gilbert,  Granger,  Grow,  Augustus  Hall, 
Robert  B.  Hail,  Harlau,  Thomas  L.  Harris,  Holloway, 
Thomas  R.  Horton,  Valentine  B.  Horton,  Howard,  King, 
Knapp.  Knight,  Knowlton,  Knox,  Kunkel,  Leiter.  Hum< 
pbrey  Mai-dhall^  Samuel  8.  Marshall,  Matteson,  McCarty, 
Meacham,  Kiihan  Miller,  Smitif  Miller,  Millward,  Moore, 
Morgan,  Morrill.  Murray,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Packer, 
Parker,  Peck,  Perry,  Peuit,  Pike,  PowelL  Pringic,  Pur- 
viancc,  Puryear,  Ritchie,  Roberts,  Sabin,  Sandidge,  Sapp, 
Sbcnnaa,  Simmons,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  R.  Smith, 
Spinner,  Stanton,  Stephens,  Stranahan.  Talbott,  Tappan, 
Tliorinj»ton,Tliur8ton,  Todd,  Traft<^n,  Trippe,  Tv»on,VaiI, 
Valk,  Wade,  Wakeman,  Walbridgc,  WaJdron,  Cadwalader 
C.  Wosbbucue,  Ellihu  B.  Wasbbume,  Israel  Washburn, 
Watkins,  Welch,  Whitney,  Williams,  Wood,  Woodrufi, 
VVoodworth,  and  Daniel  B.  Wright— 120. 

So  a  call  of  the  House  wm  cefused. 


Mr.  EMRIE  (when  his  name  was  called) said: 
I  would  state  to  the  House  that  I  have  paired  off 
with  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia) 
Mr.  Faulknea. 

Wiian  Mr.  Faulkner's  name  was  called, 

Mr.  LETCHER  said:  I  have  been  requested 
by  my  colleague  [Mr.  FAULun^al  to  say  that  he 
has  been  obliged  to  go  to  Philadelphia.  He  told 
me  he  would,  before  he  left,  pair  off  with  some 
gentleman  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House.  I 
now  understand  he  has  paired  off  with  the  gen- 
tleman over  the  way,  [Mr.  Emrie.] 

Mr.  ALLEN  (when  liis  name  was  called)  said: 
I  would  say  that  I  have  paired  off  for  the  day 
with  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Sage.] 

The  previous  question  was  then  seconded. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  EDIE.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Leiter]  to  withdraw  his  resolution  for  a 
moment,  to  afford  mc  an  opportunity  to  make  a 
correction  of  a  misrepresentation  in  relation  to 
myself. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  It  is  not  necessary  for  the 
gentleman  to  withdraw  his  resolution  for  that 
purpose,  as  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
[Mr.  Edie]  can  make  the  correction  by  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  House. 

The  CLERK.  If  there  is  no  objection,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  will  proceed. 

There  being  no  objection, 

Mr.  EDIE  said :  1  find  in  the  New  York  Tri- 
bune of  January  25,  a  letter  purporting  to  have 
been  written  from  Washington,  dated  January 
23,  and  signed  H.  G.,  in  which  the  following 
peu'agraph  occurs: 

"  The  House  proceeded  to  the  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
second  vote  for  Speaker :  Banke>,  90 ;  Klchardson,  65 ;  JHiller. 
30;  Lewis  D.  Campholl,  5 ;  Scattering,  4.  [Banks  lacked 
8  of  an  election.  Bdie,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Pennington, 
of  New  Jersey,  though  present,  did  not  vote.''] 

The  writer  of  that  letter  informed  me  on  Sat- 
urday last,  soon  after  the  House  was  called  to 
order,  that  he  woiild  correct  that  misrepresenta- 
tion. I  have  before  me  the  New  York  Tribune 
of  Saturday  evening  last,  which  contains  tele- 
graphic dispatches  from  that  eentleman  from  this 
city,  dated  as  late  as  three  o^lock,  p.  m.,  of  that 
day,  which  was  after  he  informed  me  of  his  in- 
tention to  correct  the  misrepresentation.  That 
correction  not  having  been  made,  I  now  deem  it 
due  to  myself  to  say  that  the  statement  which  I 
have  read  is  without  foundation  iji  fact.  The 
record  shows  that  I  voted  on  the  one  hundred 
and  twenty-second  ballot,  and  that  I  voted  for 
Mr.  Banks,  of  Massachusetts. 

It  is  due,  perhaps,  to  the  gentleman  making 
these  statements  to  say,  that  he  informed  me  that 
he  did  so  without  any  intention  to  make  a  mis- 
representation. I  desire  to  say,  however,  that  in 
point  of  morals,  I  can  see  but  httle  difference 
between  an  intentional  falsifying  by  a  man  who 
puts  forth  a  misreprcsentaiion  which  he  koott's 
to  be  untrue,  and  a  man  who  unintentionally  Cxl- 
siiics,  when  the  record  is  at  hand  from  which  he 
can  ascertain  the  trutlv  of  the  facts  which  lie  states. 
iPLURAHTY  RULE — AGAIN. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
has  offered  the  resolution  which  has  been  read, 
and  upon  it  demanded  the  previous  question, 
which  has  been  seconded. 

Mr.  LEITER.  I  wish  to  modify  the  resolu- 
tion, so  that  it  shall  read  **  shall  be  declared  the 
Speaker  of  this  House,''  instead  of  "shall  be 
the  ^aeaker  of  this  Houa».'* 

Mr.  EOIE.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon 
thepassagc  of  the  resolution. 

The  CLERK.  The  previous  question  has 
been  seconded,  and  the  question  now  is,  **  ShaJl 
the  main  question  be  now  put?" 

The  question  being  put,  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered  on  the 
passage  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  move  to  lay  the  resolu- 
tion upon  the  table;  and  upon  that  i  demand  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  put;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  amrmativc — yeas  106,  nays  100;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Aiken,  Barksdale,  Bell,  Hendiey  S. 
Bennett,  Bocock,  Boyce,  Branch,  Broom,  Bumeu,  Cadwal- 
ader, John  P.  Campbell.  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Carlile,  Ca- 
nuhers,  Caskie,  Bayard  Clark,  Clingnian,  Howell  Cobb, 
WiUiamsoB  R.  W.  Cobb,  Cox,  CuUen,  Davidson,  DowdeU, 


Edmundson.  Elliott,  EnsUsh.  Etheridge,  Euitii,  £vas«, 
Florence,  Foster,  Henry  M.  Fuller,  Tbotnas  J.  D.  Foite 
Goode,  Green w(M>d,  Augustus  Hail,  J.  Morruon  Harm' 
Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomas  L.  Harni*,  Hamion,  HaFen! 
Herbert,  Hoffman,  Houston,  Jewott,  Geom;  \V.  Jones,  j! 
Glancy  Jones,  Kelly,  Keanctt,  Kidwell,  Lake.  Leccbet 
Lindley,  Lumpkin.  Alexander  K.  Marehdl,  Humptirer 
Marshall,  Samuel  S.  Marshall,  Maxwell,  McMuUio,  Mc- 
Queen, Smith  Miller,  Millaon,  Millward,  Moore,  Mq^ai 
Oliver,  Orr,  Packer,  Paine,  Peck.  Phelps,  Porter,  WKrcfl, 
Puryear,  Qoiitman,  Reade^  Ready,  Ricaud,  Ricbardboa 
Rivers,  Ruflin.  Rust,  Sondidgc.  Savage,  Samnel  A.  Suitti' 
William  Smith,  William  R.  Smith,  Snecd,  Stephens,  Stew' 
art.  Swope,  Talbott,  Taylor,  Trippe,  Underwood,  Vtii 
Valk,  Walker,  Warner,  Watkins,  Wells,  Wheeler,  Wbh! 
ney.  Winslpw,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  Jphn  V.  Wiisbt,  and 
Zonicoffer— 106. 

NAYS— Messrs.  AlbvMit,  Allison,  Ball,  Baiboor,  Bir- 
clay,  Henry  Benneu,  Benson,  Billiiigbum,  Biofhaoi, 
Bislu>p,  Bliii,  Bradshaw,  Brenton,  Buffingtoo,  BurlingaiiK, 
J  ames  H .  Cam  pbell ,  Chaffee,  Ezra  Clark,  Clawmn,  CoUa,  ' 
Comins,  Crasiu,*Cumback,  Damrell,  Timothy  Davis,  Di^, 
Dean,  De  Wm,  Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd,  Duno,  Durre«>,  Mt, 
Giddings,  Gilbert,  Granger,  Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  HarUo, 
Holloway,  Thomas  R.  Horton,  Valentine  B.  Horton,  How- 
ard, Kelsey.King,  Rnidit,  Knowlton,  Knox,  Kunkel,  L«i. 
ter.  Mace,  Maueson,  McCany,  Meacham.  Kiliiao  Milter, 
Morgan,  Morrill,  Mott,  Murray,  Nichols,  Nortoa,  Aadmr 
Oliver,  Parker,  Pelton,  Pennington,  Perry,  Peitit,  Pike, 
Pringle,  Purvianee.  Ritchie,  Bobbins,  Robens,  Sabin,  Sapp, 
Scon,  Sheitoan,  Simmons,  Spinner,  Stanton,  Stranihao, 
Tapran,  Thorington.  Thurston.  Todd,  Traiton,  Tjks, 
Wade,  -Wakeman,  Walbridge,  vValdroa,  Cadwalader  C. 
Washburne,  Ellihu  B.  Washbumc,  Israel  Washbura,  Wu 
son,  Welch,  Wood,  Woodruff*,  and  Woodworth— 100. 

^  So  the  resolution  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

THE  SPEAKERSHIP. 

Mr.vTySON.  I  now  move  the  resolutions  of 
which  I  eave  notice  on  Priday  last,  with  a  pre- 
amble, which  expresses  all  that  need  be  saia  of 
their  design,  import,  and  practical  effect 

It  has  seemea  to  me  that  when  an  actual  mi- 
noiity  stand  in  need  of  the  plurality  ruU  to  elect 
their  cj^ididate,  they  should  yield  to  the  majority 
a  consideration  or  equivalent  to  the  boon.  These 
resolutions  proceed  upon  that  princinle,  by  treat- 
ing all  parties  alike  in  proportion  to  tntir  relative 
numerical  strength. 

Assuming  two  hundred  and  twenty-fire  as  the 
basis  of  this  representative  right,  1  diTide  that 
number  by  nine,  which  is  the  number  of  the 
largest  of  the  standing  committees.  This  gives 
twenty-five,  which  is  the  limitation  prescribed  in 
the  resolutions  for  choice  on  committees. 

The  resoliitions  secure  the  rights  of  all  partiei, 
and  give  predominance  to  none.  I  ask  for  thf 
yeas  and  nays  upon  the  resolutions. 

The  resolutions  were  read,  as  follows: 

Whereas,  from  the  state  ot  parties  represented  in  thii 
Hall,  it  is  ascertained,  aller  many  trials  and  a  proliscifd 
contest,  that  a  Speaker  dannot  be  etectsd  upon  Ibe  iDSjoritf 
principle,  and  the  private  interests  of  businesa,  the  intenwl 
affairs,  and  the  foreign  relations  of  the  countiy  impw*- 
^vely  demand  an  organization : 

Theretbre,  in  the  spuii  of  concession  and  compwaMej 
it  being  deemed  an  equitable  adjustment  of  the  qoecpon 
to  resort  to  a  principle  which,  while  it  dispenses  with  w 
re<|ut!«ition  of  a  majority  of  votes  for  either  can<li<l»»i 
secures  the  representative  rights  of  each  in  proponioD  to 
memben — it  is  ^ 

Tlcfolcei^  That  any  member  of  the  House  who  am 
receive  for  the  office  of  {?pnnkor  the  hi^est  numbfr  w 
votes,  If  a  majority  of  a  quorum  of  members,  tbougli  it  M 
lo*s  than  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  votes  ^ 
sliall  be  the  Bpeaker  of  the  Thirty  Fourth  Congress:  Jro- 
vided,  That  he  and  every  oUier  candidaie  vot*d  for  mu 
be  ro:»pectively  entitled  to  nominate  and  appoint  so  macf 
members  only  on  each  of  the  standing  conimittoe*  w  ^^ 
aeverally  ftUI  to  their  lot  in  the  proportion  wbich  **>*'"'■' 
her  of  votes  respectively  received  by  each  may  bear  to  Be 
whole  number  polled  ;  but  no  candidaie  whose  rote  um 
be  less  than  twenty-five  shall  be  entitled  to  any  nomua- 
tion  or  appointment  under  this  resolution.  . 

Resohedj  That  the  Cleric  shaU  compute  a«i  »«fj; 
the  respective  candidates  the  number  of  metnbeia  ug 
may  be  severally  entitled  to  nominate  and  appoint  oiuw 
the  foregoing  resolution;  and  each  committcefWwn« 
constituted,  shall  elect  its  own  chairman:  '^•***i*5r 
every  That  the  decisions  of  the  Clork,  undar  tbew  rew*- 
tions,  shall  be  subject  to  appeal. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  move  to  lay  the  resolu- 
tions upon  the  table #  ,        i 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  Upon  that  motion  I  demaiKl 
the  yeas  and  nays.  , 

A  division  of  the  House  was  being  ram, 
when 

Mr.  BOCOCK  said:  I  withdraw  the  demand  for 

the  yeas  and  nays,  if  the  question  is  being  ta*«J 

upon  my  demand.    I  do  not  know  that  anyw>oy 

else  demanded  them.  ,  ^i 

The  CLERK.    They  are  demanded  by  wvenu 

others. 

The  ye«is  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  recurring  upon  the  motion  to   j 
the  resolution  upon  the  table,  it  was  pui»  ^" 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative.  , . 

6o  the  resolutiona  were  laid  upon  the  taoie. 
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honorable  member  from  Iowa— could  have  retired 
to  his  room  and  sent  a  letter  for  publication  in  my 
State,  charging  that  I  knew  of  the  fact  that  the 
resolution  was  to  be  offered,  and  imputing  treach- 
ery, is  beyond  ray  comprehension. 

It  is  only  necessary  now,  Mr.  Clerk,  that  I 
should  put  this  matter  right  on  the  record  in  refer- 
ence to  my  own  action;  and  with  a  view  of  doing 
80, 1  call  upon  the  sentleman«from  Iowa  now  to 
state  whether  any  knowledge  of  any  kind  was 
imparted  to  me,  directly  or  otherwise,  of  his  inten- 
tion to  introduce  that  resolution.  When  he  an- 
swers, 1  shall  call  upon  two  of  my  colleagues  for 
a  statement  in  this  connection.  The  gentleman 
from  Iowa  will  be  good  enough  to  give  me  the 
benefit  of  his  testimony. 

Mr.  THORINGTON.  My  attention,  Mr. 
Cleric,  was  this  morning  called  to  that  communi- 
cation by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Camp- 
bell.] I  read  the  article  then  for  the  first  time; 
and  I  must  say  that  I  never  read  an  article  which 
surprised  me  more  than  the  one  just  read  fVom 
your  desk.  The  declaration  which  I  made  on 
this  floor  at  the  time  o^my  introducing  the  reso- 
lution referred  to,  declaring  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Campbell]  Speaker  of  this  House, 
was  sufficient,  and  I  thought,  in  the  innocency  of 
my  heart,  that  to  members  on  this  floor,  at  least, 
it  would  be;  nor  did  1  for  one  moment  suppose 
that  it  would  have  been  ever  called  in  question 
here.  But  it  seems  that  it  has.  And  now,  sir, 
so  far  as  that  article  is  concerned,  I  have  only  to 
say,  that  I  would  infinitely  prefer  the  position 
that  I  occupy  to  that  occvipied  by  the  writer  of 
that  a^cle.  And  I  will  rurther  state,  that  the 
allegations  contained  in  that  article,  so  far  a? 
they  have  reference  to  me,  are  untrue  and  false 
in  inference  and  in  fact,  when  they  charge  me 
with  colluding  with  political  opponents. 

Now,  sir,  so  far  as  my  having  any  intercourse 
with  members  upon  the  other  side  of  the  House, 
either  the  Amencan  or  Democratic  party,  is  con-  < 
cerned,  in  connection  with  the  presentation  of 
that  resolution,  I  can  say  with  equal  candor  that 
no  communication  whatever  passed  between 
Uiem  and  me.  And^  I  can  also  say  that  I  had 
very  little  conversation,  either  dhrectly  or  indi- 
rectly, with  gentlemen  upon  thu  siae  of  the 
House — the  Republican  party — ^in^ference  to  the 
matter.  Mr.  Campbell  had  no  connection  with 
the  presentation  of  that  resolution,  nor  am  I 
aware  of  his  knowing  anything  concerning  the 
use  that  was  being  made  or  his  name  in  that  reso- 
lution, until  he  appeared  in  his  seat  on  this  floor. 
No  words,  or  communication  of  any  kind,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  passed  betweed  us  upon  the 
subject.  Those  members  with  whom  I  aid  con- 
sult approved  the  act,  and  were  uncompromising 
friends  of  Mr.  Banks,  who  had  previously  ana 
who  have  subsequently  voted  for  that  gentleman, 
as  continuously  and  as  consistently  as  the  writer 
of  that  article  nimself. 

Now,  sir,  in  reference  to  the  connection  of  the 
offering  of  my  resolution  with  caucus  nomina- 
tion, I  nave  to  say,  that  I  have  attended  all  the 
anti-Nebraska  caucuses  that  were  held  before 
that  time  and  since.  In  the  caucus  previously 
held,  in  which  it  is  said  that  Mr.  Banks  received 
the  nomination,  I  did  not  remain,  however,  until 
the  alleged  nomination  was  made.  I  occupied  a 
seat  in  the  lasi  omnibus  that  left  the  Capitol  on 
that  evening,  on  my  way  to  my  residence  in 
Georgetown.  Some  gentlemen  who  were  present 
when  the  same  was  made  informed  me  that  Mr. 
Banks  had  been  nominated,  but  that  the  nomina- 
tion was  only  considered  as  binding  until  some 
candidate,  if  practicable,  could  be  found  who 
would  more  effectually  concentrate  the  action 
upon  the  part  of  the  anti-Nebraska  voters;  and 
that  it  was  considered  as  a  mere  understanding, 
with  no  caucus  pledee.  I  felt  under  no  obliga- 
tions to  vote  for  the  distinguished  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  except  so  far  as  I  should 
think  proper  and  the  interests  of  my  country  re- 

Suirea.  I  did,  however,  vote  for  that  gentleman 
beerfully,  as  I  had  done  previously,  and  have 
voted  for  him  since.  But  at  the  time  I  offered 
the  resolution,  I  thought  that  the  country  had  suf- 
ficiently long  witnessed  our  ineffectual  attempts 
to  elect  that  gentleman,  and  that  there  could  be 
no  injury  to  parties  on  this  floor  in  making  an 
effort  in  anotner  direc^ion^  Under  these  circum- 
•^nccs,  I  presented  the  resolntion  oflferine  the 
jiamc  of  my  distinguished  fricQil  frpip  Ohio  [Mr. 


Campbell]  for  the  speakership.  I  did  not  con- 
sider myself  under  any  trammels  of  caucus  to 
prevent,  nor  did  I  suppose  that  any  member  upon 
this  floor  considered  nimself  bound  by  the  action 
of  that  caucus  referred  to  not  to  vote  for  my 
friend,  or  any  member  otherthan  the  distinguished 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  Since  the  meet- 
ing of  the  House  on  the  first  Monday  of  Decem- 
ber last,  I  huve  voted  upon  every  call  of  the  roll 
for  either  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  or 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  I  voted  for  Mr.  Banks 
as  long  as  I  deemed  it  to  be  necessary  and  proper, 
and  I  shall  foRow  that  course  in  future.  But,  on 
the  other  hand,  I  did  not  hesitate  to  present  the 
name  of  Mr.  Campbell  for  that  place,  to  which, 
in  my  opinion,  he  richly  deserves  to  be  elected, 
and  who  is  sound  upon  the  slavery  question. 

As  to  the  attacks  made  upon  me  upon  the  part 
of  the  press^  I  have  only  to  say,  that  I  hope  the 
result  of  this  contest  will  show  that  the  persons 
who  assailed  me  have  been  doing  the  country  as 
good  service  as  I  intended  when  I  presented  the 
resolution  proposing  my  honorable  friend  from 
Ohio  as  the  Speaker  elect  for  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  Thirty-Fourth  Congress,  I 
believe  I  have  acquitted  my  honorable  friend  fVom 
any  participation  with  me  in  the  use  of  his  name 
in  connection  with  the  speakership.  I  will,  there- 
fore, consume  no  more  of  his  time. 

Here  the  hammer  feH,  and  the  Clerk  announced 
that  the  time  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Campbell]  ' had  expired.  [Cries  of  "Goon!" 
"  Go  on!*^from  all  parts  of  the  Hall.] 

No  objection  having  been  made, 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  proceeded:  Mr.  Clerk,  I 
have  no  words  of  harshness  or  of  denunciation 
for  my  colleague.  I  never  have  cherished  an 
unkina  feeling;  toward^  him;  none.  I  regret 
that  he  shoula  have  placed  himself  in  this  atti- 
tude. I  intend  to  take  this  testimony  in  my  own 
vindication  as  a  member  of  this  body,  and  place 
it  upon  the  record,  and  send  it,  with  his  letter, 
among  the  people  of  my  native  State,  whose 
minds  have, for  some  reason  unknown  to  m6,be6o 
lately  poisoned  against  me  by  misrepresentations. 
And  tnere  I  shall  leave  the  matter. 

Treachery  seems  covertly  to  be  imputed  to  me 
in  this  letter,  because  of  my  action  on  that  occa- 
sion. As  before  stated,  I  entered  the  Hall  while 
the  resolution  was  before  the  body.  I  was  at  a 
loss  to  determine  what  I  should  do.  My  posi- 
tion was  embarrassing,  and  I  felt  that  I  ought  to 
have  a  ftiend  or  two  with  whom  I  should  take 
counsel.  My  colleague  from  the  Richland  dis- 
trict [Mr.  Sherman]  occupies  a  desk  immediately 
in  front  of  me.  I  requested  him  to  call  another 
collea^e,  the  gentleman  fVom  the  Stark  district, 

efr.  Leiter.]  They  came  to  my  desk,  and  I 
bought  their  advice.  They  are  now  present, 
and  I  request  them  to  stata  wnat  was  my  conduct 
upon  that  occasion. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Since  my  colleague  has 
requested  me,  I  will  stale  very  briefly  the  occur- 
rences on  the  occasion  to  which  he  has  referred. 
On  the  morning  when  the  gentleman  from  Iowa 
offered  his  resolution  declaring  Mr.  Campbell 
Speaker,  I  came  into  the  Hall  after  the  session 
had  commenced.  The  yeas  and  nays  had  been 
ordered  on  the  resolution,  and  the  vote  was  about 
to  proceed.  A  few  moments  after,  my  colleague 
[Mr.  Campbell]  came  in — and  we  inquired  mu- 
tually of  each  otlicr  what  was  pending.  My  col- 
league did  hot,  I  am  persuaded,  know  that  such 
a  resolution  was  to  be  offered.  So  far  as  I  am 
concerned ,  I  was  taken  entirely  by  surprise.  We 
ascertained,  however,  presently,  the  nature  of  the 
question,  and  thereupon,  my  colleague  [Mr.  Camp- 
bell] requested  me  to  speak  to  my  other  col- 
league sitting  nearest  me,  [Mr.  Leiter,]  for  the 
Surpose  of  consulting  as  to  what  was  best  to  be 
one  under  the  circumstances.  This  I  did. 
The  first  impulse  uoon  the  part  of  my  distin- 
fished  colleague  [Mr.  Campbell]  was  to  rise 
m  his  place  pending  the  vote  on  the  resolution, 
and  request  tnegcntlemanfroiil  Iowa  to  withdraw 
it.  My  colleague  [Mr.  Leiter]  and  myself  en- 
deavored to  dissuade  him  from  pursuing  that 
course,  because  we  did  not  know  but  the  proceed- 
ing might  have  been  the  result  of  a  general  under- 
standing unpn  the  part  of  the  anti-Nebraska 
members  of  the  House,  and  that  the  gentleman 
fVom  Iowa  was  carrying  out  the  common  desjen. 
ACter  the  vote  had  proceeded,  however,  we  dis- 
covered that  the  friends  of  Mr.  Banks,  inciuding 


most  of  our  colleagues,  were  voting  acainst  the 
resolution;  but  it  would  then  have  been  indelicate 
and  improper,  without  a  consultation  vith  the 

fentleman  from  Iowa  and  others,  and  without  i 
etter  knowledge  of  the  purpose  of  offering  the  re- 
solution, for  my  colleague  to  have  withdrawn  his 
name  while  the  vote  was  proceeding,  after  having 
allowed  the  proceeding  to  go  on  thus  far  without 
protest. 

We  therefore  urged  him  to  allow  the  vote  to 
be  taken  tub  tilenl^  I  myself  voted  for  the  lef- 
olution;  but  it  hMng  been  voted  down,  I  have 
since,  as  I  did  before,  cast  my  vote  for  the  (fo- 
tinguished  gentleman  from  Massachoaetta,  [Mr. 
Bahks.]  The  resolution,  at  most,  was  inoppo^ 
tune — ^introduced  without  sufficient  conaoltauoB. 
But  I  never  supposed  it  would  be  made  the  pr^ 
text  of  assailing  the  motives  of  either  the  mover 
of  it,  or  of  my  colteaffue,  or  of  those  who,  like 
myself,  felt  impelled  by  a  sense  of  duty  to  vote 
for  it.  Is  this  the  explanation  my  toDeagBe 
desires? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  now  appeal  to  my  col- 
league  from  the  Stark  district  for  nis  underatand- 
in^of  the  matter.  • 

Mr.  LEITER.  Mr.  Cleric,  I  am  haj)py  to 
reply,  at  my  colleague 's  request.  At  the  tune  the 
resolution  was  introduced  by  the  gentleman  from 
Iowa,  [Mr.  TBORtNoroN,]  I  looked  toward  the 
•eat  of  my  colleague*  [Mr.  Campbell.]  I  nv 
that  he  was  absent.  Some  little  discuaaioQ  en* 
sued .  Before  the  vote  was  taken ,  and  during  the 
call  of  the  roll,  I  perceived  my  colleague  in  cm- 
venation  with  my  other  collea^e,  [Mr.  Shu- 
MAM.]  I  went  to  them,  and  then  learned  that 
Mr. ^Campbell  was  anxious  to  withdraw  hii 
name .  I  told  him — and  I  take  the  entire  respoi»- 
ibility  for  everything  that  I  do— that  he  oagbl 
not  to  withdraw;  that  I  was  exceedingly  anxiou 
for  an  organization  of  the  House;  and  that  an 
anti-Nebraska  man  should  be  elected  to  the  roetk* 
ership.  Any  one  of  the  hundred  nien  suited  m. 
I  was  not  tied  to  any  man;  and  I  did  not, and  do 
not,  mean  to  be.  I  advised  that  Mr.  CAimiu 
should  let  the  vote  be  eone  through  with.  I  mm 
that  if  we  could  elect  him,  it  would  be  right;  n 
not,  there  would  be  no  hurm  done.  That  ia  mj 
position. 

I  will  say  farther  that,  in  my  judCTwnt,  bnl 
for  the  counsel  of  my  colleague  [Mr.  Seiaii^] 
and  myself,  Mr.  Caupbbll  would  have  with- 
drawn. Still,  he  had  no  idea  that  we  Were  plot- 
ting treason  a^nst  the  anti-Nebraska  party  « 
this  House,  lias  it  come  to  this,  that  becaiae 
we  vote  for  a  man  who  is  an  anti-Nebraskanaai 
an  anti-slavery  man,  a  mfui  whose  reputation « 
well-estabUshed  in  the  country,  we  arc,  themore, 
committing  treason  against  the  Banks  ^^^lJ^ 
God's  name  who  are  the  Bankb  men?  Froo 
whence  comes  this  new  party?— Banii  p«rtT- 
I  never  assisted  in  the  organization  of  any  sacii 
party;  and  I  never  will  assist  in  the  organizajion 
of  any  party  that  has  a  man  for  its  o^ecl  witjow 
^  ant  pnncitole.  1  voted  for  my  colleague  m 
Oluo,  [Mr.  Campbell;]  and  I  hare  only  o« 
regret,  and  that  is,  that  he  had  not  voteaenooga 
to  elect  him.    Thip  is  all  I  have  to  say. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    Mr.  Clerk,  I  know  thau 
studied  effort  has  been  made  in  vanoua  quanera 
to  place  me  in  a  false  position  in  referen«to  uw 
matter.  'On  the  7th  of  December  I  withdrew^ 
name  from  the  struggle  in  which  we  are  cng*^- 
I  was  then,  have  been  ever  since,  and  *"|^^ 
ready  to  make  any  sacrifice  for  an  organjau 
of  this  House  and  for  the  interests  of  my  coun^^ 
except  that  of  personal  honor.    That  la  my  o*d. 
and  1  am  here  to  defend  it  against  aU  aasaaJa. 
come  from  whatsoever  quarter  they  may- 
attack  upon  it  seems  to  have  been  made  07  j 
colleague,  and  I  have  therefore  called  we  » 
tion  of  members  to  these  facts.  ^  ^j 

Now,  sir,  if  there  is  any  man,  of  fny,P*^V 
from  any  sectfon,  in  this  House  who  wow 
any  dishonorable  or  selfish  act  o(  naine  connw 
with  this  struggle  for  the  speakership,  i »»  ^ 
to  rise  now  in  his  place  and  make  the  cba^^ 
that  I  may  confront  him  before  the  '^^^^^ 


of  harmony  and  good  feeling  in  my  "y*L|t  (bit 
and  among  her  Reprefleatauves  here,  i  »«■ 
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whose  blunder  or  treachery,  for  the  time  bein^, 
inspires  the  indignation  of  these  new,  self-consti- 
tuted, and  exclusive  ^ardians  of  liberty  and  the 
land — or  who  are  sel  wippointed  (or  it  may  be,  for 
aught  I  know,  that  there  is  a  little  coterie  on  this 
floor  that  issues  commissions  for  that  purpose) 
to  administer  appropriate  punishment  on  such 
occasions;  one  thing  is  always  certain—^at  is, 
an  imperious  demand  that  **  the  stragglers^*  should 
come  in  and  submit  themselves^  soul  and  body, 
to  the  tender  mercies  of  those  to  whom,  I  sup- 

Eose,  we  shajl  soon  learn,  the  destiny  of  empire 
ere  belongs  •*  bv  divine  ri§;ht.**  Every  gentle- 
man can  obey  this  requisition  who  chooses.  I 
never  shall. 

After  the  remarks,  this  morning,  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Iowa  [Mr.  Thorington]  in  regard  to 
the  pretended  caucus,  which  lias  so  much  embarrassed 
gentlemen,  I  should  hope  we  are  to  hear  no  more 
of  that  dodge  which  has  strangely  enough  been 
made  to  answer  the  double  purpose  of  a  shield 
to  protect  one  set  of  gentlemen  here,  and  a  sword 
to  destroy  another.  The  candidate  for  whom 
the  gentleman  is  voting  [Mr.  Banks]  expressly 
repudiated  it  in  his  remarks  here  upon  the  occa- 
sion of  the  general  catechism  of  candidates,  by 
declaring,  in  substance,  that  he  was  not  the  re- 
cipient of  any  caucus  nomination.  And  now  the 
gentleman  from  Iowa  shows  us  precisely  wHat 
was  understood  at  the  time,  by  all  concerned, 
as  to  this  sham  caucus^  It  never  would  have  been 
understood  or  represented  in  any  other  light,  but 
that  it  aiforded  a  pretext  for  one  of  the  thousand 
falsehoods  which  have  been  flying  out  from  this 
Capitol  on  black  wings,  like  Dirds  of  ill  omen, 
to  defame  and  blast  every  man  before  the  country, 
who  would  not  tamely,  as  a  hound,  submit  him- 
self to  the  lash  of  the  hunter.  To  that  end  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Wade]  sent  out,  upon 
swift  wings,  this  croaking  raven  of  his.  Let  him 
cease  his  unprofitable  and  unworthy  toil. 

I  should  be  a  dishonored  man  if  I  would  act 
with  him  upon  the  matter  which  he  is  now  urging 
upon  us;  and  I  tell  him  now — while  there  is 
nothingat  all  of  the  spirit  of  bravado  in  my  nature, 
nothing  which  defies  physical  danger  and  suffer- 
ing— there  is  no  power  under  Hej^ren  that  can 
move  mc  to  yield  that  which  my  deliberate  judg- 
ment tells  me  is  a  point  of  honor?  Does  the  gen- 
tleman understand  me  now  .^I  hope  he  may,  and 
I  hope  otliers  may.  And  I  tell  him  further,  that 
he  has  colleagues  who,  if  he  does  not,  do  under- 
stand this  difliculty.  There  is  very  little  in  my 
disposition  which  opposes  a. proper  and  lust  ac- 
commodation of  diflerences.  I  have  shown  a 
wUlingness  to  accommodate  difierences,  time  and 
again,  in  this  matter;  and  time  and  again  have  I 
been  ruthlessly  and  insolently  thrust  off.  Sir,  I 
will  not  always  go  a  beggar  to  any  man's  door 
for  the  settlement  of  dinerences.  This  letter- 
writing,  and  this  editorial  system  of  forcing  men 
into  submission,  have  ^one  a  very  great  way  in 
preventing  the  organization  of  this  House.  Why, 
sir,  upon  my  colleague  over  the  way,  [Mr.  Bren- 
ton] — than  whom  there  lives  not,  or  ever  has 
lived,  a  purer-hearted  or  truer  man,  or  a  man  of 
more  nigged  and  unbending  faithfulness  in  the 
cause  of  truth,  of  justice,  and  of  freedom— we 
have  all  seen  ^nd  read,  within  the  last  three  or 
four  days,  an  assault  so  base,  so  infamous,  that 
there  is  not  one  word  in  all  the  fullness  and  rich- 
ness of  our  language  vile  enough  to  give  it  a 
name. 

And  this  is  part  and  parcel  of  a  system  carrij^d 
on,  in  and  out  of  this  Hall,  to  drive  men  to  submis- 
sion— not  to  principle,  but  to  a  servile  support  (if  one 
man.  Sir,  under  God,  I  never  will  submit  to  any- 
thing which  is  not  in  accordance  with  my  own 
well-considered  and  deliberate  judgment  as  to 
what  is  right,  just,  and  honorable.  Gentlemen 
may  use  their  tongues  and  finders  as  they  choose; 
they  may  bring  out  their  whips;  but  all  will  be 
unavailing. 

I  seek  no  further  controversy  in  this  matter.  I 
have  sought  to  avoid  it;  I  have  desired  harmony 
with  the  anti-Nebraska  men ;  1  have  submitted 
to  very  great  injustice  to  secure  it;  I  have  been 
disposed  to  turn  aside  from  personal  indignity 
and  insult,  and  bear  these  wrongs  in  patience,  for 
this  end;  but  I  say  to  all  men  that,  in  the  just  and 
proper  defense  or  that  which  is  mine,  and  which 
the  Supreme  Ruler  of  all  things  and  my  great 
Benefactor  has  put  in  my  charge— not  for  myself 
alone,  but  in  trust  for  thos«  who  arc  to  bear  my 


name  and  blood  hereafter,  and  keep  alive  in  the 
world,  it  may  be  for  a  little  while,  the  memory 
of  my  actions — /  toill  never  yield  a  point  qf  honor 
or  plain  duty  in  the  face  of  any  consequences  to 
myself.  Cease,  then,  your  fruitless  efforts;  they 
will  never  avail.  I  leave  the  responsibility  of  my 
actions  to  the  just  judgment  of  my  country  and 
my  God.  To  them  I  will  be  answerable,  but  not 
to  that^ower  here,  whose  demand  is  simply  arro- 
gant and  insolent.  But  if  there  are  those  here  who 
are  resolved  to  force  upon  me  a  conflict,  as  with 
bears— or  **  the  beasts  at  Ephesus," — it  is  pos- 
sible, that  my  repugnance  to  such  a  condition  of 
things  may,  in  the  end,  yield  to  my  necessity. 
You  can  press  matters  to  that  point,  if  nothing 
less  will  satisfy  your  curiosity. 

I  will  remark  still  ftirther,  m  reference  to  the 
imputation  of  that  letter — for  the  precise  lan^age 
I  do  not  remember — that  we,  who  are  modestly 
called  recusants,  were  as  well  in  tlie  pay  of  the 
Administration,  and  serving  it  for  compensation, 
as  to  occupy  the  attitude  we  do,  let  gentlemen 
look  at  the  record.  I  do  not  mean  that  gentle- 
man's individual  record,  but  the  record  upon  that 
table;  and  I  say,  as  I  have  said  before,  that  it  will 
tell  a  tale  whicn  will  bring  shame  to  their  faces, 
rather  than  mine,  if  they  have  any. 

Now,  sir,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  this  con- 
troversy ends.  When  gentlemen  assail,  I  strike 
them  back;  and  all  I  ask  of  them  is,  that  they 
strike  like  men— upon  my  face,  and  in  the  blaze  qf 
day.  Do  not  practice  the  assassin *5  game ,  seeking  the 
cover^  of  darkness,  and  strike  my  unobserving  and  un- 
protected back. 

Mr.  WADE.  I  have  but  a  word  to  say  in 
reply  to  the  remarks  of  the  ^ntleman  from  Indi- 
ana, [Mr.  Dunk.]  I  am  not  m  the  habit  of  boast- 
ing or  using  bravado.  I  am  but  a  very  plain 
man,  making  no  pretensions  of  adherence  to  the 
code  of  honor,  as  understood  among  duelists.  I 
could  not  do  it,  with  my  notions  of  what  is  re- 
quired of  me  as  a  man.  I  discard  that  code 
utterly. 

But  so  far  as  rendering  to  every  man  what  is 
justly  his  due,  and  not  taking  from  him  aught 
that  "belongs  to  him,  I  am  the  first  man  to  ac- 
'  knowledge  the  wrong,  if  I  have  done  wroag. 
Gentlemen  will  always  find  me  there.  I  am  no 
bully;  I  am  no  duelist. 

Now,  sir,  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  should 
Jiot  feel  so  sensitive,  under  the  circumstances, — 
myself  being  judge, —and  if  he  attempts  to  as- 
sert that  I  have  charged  him,  in  that  letter,  with 
being  in  the  pay  of  the  Administration,  he 
charges  what  is  not  warranted  by  that  letter,  and 
what  was  not  intended  by  it.  All  I  intended  to 
say  there— and  all  I  intend  to  say  now — is,  that 
in  the  relations  which  those  gentlemen  sustain  to 
the  organization  of  this  House,  in  my  judgment 
they  are  doing  for  the  Administration  a  service 
which  they  could  not  do  if  they  were  in  the  ranks 
of  that  Administration.  I  did  not  impugn  those 
gentlemen's  motives;  I  never  have  impugned 
their  motives,  here  or  elsewhere;  and  I  call  upon 
any  and  all  the  members  upon  this  floor  to  say 
if  they  ever  heard  me  impugn  the  motives  of 
those  gentlemen,  in  any  form  whatever,  as  cor- 
rupt or  dishonest.  I  have  never  had  an  intention 
of  doing  so.  I  have  stated  that,  according  to  my 
jntellectual  views  of  the  position  of  those  gentle- 
men, they  were  wrong,  and  wrong  in  the  course 
they  have  marked  out  for  themselves.  But  I 
have  not  passed  judgment  on  th^ir  motives  in 
this  matter. 

I  can  understand  that  gentleman  just  as  well  as 
he  can  understand  himself,  when  he  says  that 
force  cemnot  he  brought  to  bear  upon  him,  whether 
by  newspaper  charges,  newspaper  letters,  news- 
paper writers,  or  anything  of  that  kind;  for  I 
understand  what  a  man  who  stands  by  his  duty 
means;  and  if  that  gentleman  believes  himself, 
in  the  right,  he  has  the  same  right  to  believe  that 
I  and  those  with  whom  I  am  acting  are  utterly 
in  the  wrong.  There  is  nothing  in  that  letter 
which  goes  to  sustain  the  inference  that  there  is 
any  charge  upon  the  gcntlemanis  personal  honor, 
or  anything  of  that  kind.  He  is  acting  in  his 
way — I  in  mine.  I  condemn  his  course  as  inju- 
rious to  the  cause  which  I  advocate  and  which  he 
advocates;  he  does  not;  and  there  is  the  difference 
between  us.  The  gentleman 's  gallantry  and  cou- 
rage and  all  that  sort  of  thing,  take  no  eflTect — 
are  lost  upon  one  who  disdains  imputing  inten- 
tional wrong  to  him. 


Mr.  DUNN  agtiin  took  the  floor. 

Mr.  WADE  intimated  that  he  would  yield  to 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana. 

Mr.  DUNN.    No,  sir;  finish  your  remarks. 

Mr.  WADE.  I  had  nearly  finished  them.  1 
had  gone  as  far  as  I  wished  to  go  in  making  tbe 
explanation  I  desired  to  make.  All  that  1  have  to 
say  is,  that  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Dukk]  is  not 
charged  with  anything  bv  me,  unless  he  construes 
that  into  a  charge  which  was  but  an  expression 
of  opinion  as  to  Up  consequences  of  his  coane 
in'relation  to  the  election  of  Speaker. 

Mr.  DUNN.  A  single  word,  Mr.  Qerk,  with 
the  indulgence  of  the  House.  If  anything  in  my 
remarks  had  the  remotest  tendency  to  suggest  to 
the  mind  of  any  man  on  this  floor  or  in  the  world 
that  I  look  upon  it  as  even  an  allowable  thing  in 
any  proper  sense  to  resort  to  brute  force  in  Tindi- 
cation  of  right,  or  in  opposition  to  wrong,  except 
in  obedience  to  the  law  of  nature,  and  that  isat 
law  of  God,  or  unless  where  that  brute  force  ig 
moved  up  by  the  great  mandate  of  human  lav, 
where  army  meets  army,  led  by  their  respectirc 
chieftains,  m  obedience  to  the  commands  of  their 
respective  Grovernments, — if  any  remark  of  hubc, 
I  say,  has  made  the  impression  .that  I  wooU 
sanction,  with  judgment,  a  resort  to  brute  force 
under  other  circumstances,  I  beg  the  pardon  of 
all  men  Ibr  having  so  misled  them.  Whatl 
might  do,  in  violation  of  my  conviction  of  duty, 
it  will  be  time  enough  to  say  when  there  is  a 
great  calamity  upon  me.  I  trust  that  no  such 
misfortune  shall  ever  come.  I  should  turn  from 
it — press  away  from  it — struggle  to  escape  it, 
as  I  would  from  a  den  of  adders,  in  all  excusable 
way«.  I  have  no  toleration  for  the  thing  to 
which  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Wade]  has  alluded. 
I  suppose  he  alluded  to  it  with  the  amiable  desip 
of  impressing  others  than  me,  or  those  who 
heard  me,  that  that  is  what  I  meant,  and  that 
that  is  what  I  want  others  to  understand.  Sir, 
there  is  nothing  of  the  spirit  of  the  bully  aboot 
me;  let  me  assure  the  gentleman  of  that.  A  kind 
Providence  gave  me  my  intellect  to  fight  all  bat- 
tles of  tliis  character;  and  he  does  not  allow  that  I 
should  resort  to  other  weapons,  cxceplasadefense 
to  that  temple  in  which,  fora  season,  he  hassetuD 
his  light,  or  of  something  else  equally  as  sacred. 
I  hope  to  be  able  to  keep  his  law,  and  that  I  roaj 
have  no  temptation  to  do  otherwise.  That  is 
what  I  meant  to  declare,  and  did  declafe.  Provi- 
dence has  given  me  the  moral  firranesa  to  abide 
by  the  obligations  of  duty.  That  is  what  I  meaat 
when  I  referred  to  my  refusing  to  submit  to  all 
physical  impulsion  to  a  course  where  duty  and 
nonor-elearly  forbade  submission  or  even  conces- 
sion. As  to  any  other  resort,  such  as  the  gentle- 
man pretends  he  understood  me  as  referring  to. j 
repeat,  it  will  be  time  enough  to  consider  vnati» 
to  be  done  when  serious  alternatives  are  presented. 
No  prudent  man  will  be  in  haste  to  §ay  or  de- 
termine how  far  he  would  observe  or  ^'^'^SJ™ 
ordinary  maxims,  when  he  found  himself,  whwy 
without  fault  on  his  own  part,  bein^  driven  to 
that  impassable  point  where  degradation  begiw- 
No  man  ought  to  say  in  advance  what  he  MroaJo 
do  in  such  extremity.  "  Suflicient  unto  the  day 
is  the  evil  thereof.'* 

Now,* sir,  one  other  thing:  Tlie  gentleman 
[Mr.  Wade]  said  that  he  dtd  not  arraigfljlie 
motives  of  myself  and  others  who  have  refusMW 
vote  with  him.  Sir,  what  he  published  inuw 
letter  was  not  enough  for'him;  but,  being  expo«fl 
in  that  transaction,  he  now  comes  here  torepea 


the  oflfense;  and  yet  he  says  he  does  not  ajwj 
our  motives;  but  he  cannot  so  escape.  Itiaa'^ 
nuixim  and  a  just  one — that  a  man  is  p^^^ 
to  intend  that,  and  precisely  xh&i,  which  w^ 
legitimate  consequence  of  his  act.  And  1 »» 
who  can  read  that  letter  of  the  gentleman,  unac- 
quainted with  the  circumstances  which  have  ^* 
trolled  the  situation  and  conduct  ofn»«"Jf[J 
here, — who  I  say,  can  read  it,  and  not  be  ""''^•j 
feel  that  our  con;iuct  was  wrong,  and  ao  wJP 
to  public  condemnation.'  Taking,  t^^"'  ,./ 
guide,  that  legal  maxim,  th^  object  and  efleci« 
which  is  to  promote  justice,  and  which  docs  p 
mote  it,  I  have  a  right  to  say,  and  do  say,  ^ 
the  gentleman  intended  to  do  me  an  ^J^\^ 
that,  too,  wholly  without  cause  or cXcu8P'T[ 
as  an  agjgravation  of  his  ^Tongful  act,  he  nas^^^ 
borne  himself  in  it  as  a  brave  or  «J"*' l!"^»,a 
to  do  that  injury  he  sought  toAiiiehiinsp""'^^ 
fietitUms  signature.     Ha  covtri  himself  from  »«> 
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MUlaon,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Packer,  Peck,  Phelpii,  PoweU, 
auitman,  Ricbard<»oD,  Ruffii^  Rint,  Sandidge,  Bavage, 
Bamuel  A.  gmitli,  WUUam  SniHb,  Btephena.  Stewait^Tal- 
bott,  Taylor,  Warner,  Watkine,  WellB,  Wlmami,  Wina- 
low,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  and  John  V.  Wrighju 

ibr  Mr.  FuUer^Mensre.  Broom,  John  P.  Campbell,  Car- 
We,  Ba}'ard  Clark,  Cox,  Cullen.  Henry  Winter  Davto, 
Etheridge,  Evans,  Euatis, Foster,  J.  Monriaon  Harris,  Hofi- 
man,  Ittnuett,  Lake,  Lindley,  Alexander  K.  MarshaU.Humr 
phrey  Marshall,  Millward,  Paine,  Porter.  Puryear,  Reade, 
Ready,  Ricaud,  Rivers,  William  R.  Smith.  Sneed,  Swope, 
Trippe,  Underwood,  Valk,  Walker,  Whitney,  and  ZoUi- 

JW  Mr.  PeiM<ngf(m— MeMn.  HairiaoD,  Haven,  and 
Scott. 
For  Mr.  Edie—Meaan.  Dunn  luid  Moore. 
For  Mr.  IKitfiayM— Mr.  Wheeler. 
For  Mr.  HarrU—Mr.  Orr. 

Pending  the  caQ, 
"   Mr.  FULLER,  of  PennsylTania,  stated  that  he 
had  paired  off  with  Mr.  Pbnnimoton. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  moT6  that  the 
House  do  now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  thereupon  (at 
ten  minutes  to  three  o'clock)  the  House  ad- 
journed till  to-morrow,  at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES* 
'  TvBBDAT,  January  29, 1856. 

The  House  was  called  to  order  by  the  Clerk 
at  twelve  o 'clock,  m.    Prayer  by  Rev.  Dr.  Ptvb. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
PROPOSITION  FOR  ELECTION  OP  A  SPEAKER. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  desire  to 
submit,  for  the  serious  consideration  and  adoption 
by  the  House,  resolutions  which  I  now  send  to 
the  Clerk's  table.  I  am  fUlly  acauainted  with 
the  want  of  success  that  has  resulted  A*om  the 
partial  expedients  which  have  been  tried  already; 
and  it  is  in  the  belief  the  proposition  I  present  is 
the  only  one  by  which  an  organization  can  be 
effected,  that  I  ask  for  it  at  the  hands  of  mem- 
bers a  fair  and  candid  consideration.  I  am  sure 
that  if  it  is  adopted  and  carried  out  in  eood  faith, 
it  will  work  out  the  election  of  a  Speucer  within 
three  days.  I  call  for  the  previous  question,  and 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  adoption  (n  the  teaolu- 
tions. 

The  Clerk  read  the  resolutions,  as  foIlows< 

Re$ohed,  That  for  the  purpose  of  el^tlns  a  Speaker  ft>r 
the  Tbirty-Fourth  Congren  of  the  United  Siates.  the  Clerk 
shall,  inunediately  on  the  adoption  of  this  reaolution,  call 
the  roll  of  the  mewberi ;  that  when  the  name  of  the  fim 
member  on  the  roll  is  called,  the  Clerk  shill  put  the  quea- 
tion  to  the  House—''  Shall  said  member  be  Speaker  of  the 
House  V*  which  question  shall  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays ; 
and  should  said  member  receive  a  nuOo^iQ^  of  all  the  votes 
east,  being  a  mi^Jorltv  of  a  quorum,  he  shall  thereupon  be 
declared  to  be  elected  Speaker.  But  should  he  receive  no 
such  maiority,  the  name  next  on  the  roU  shall  be  called, 
and  in  like  manner  voted  upon ;  and  so  on  throu^  the  roll, 
until  some  member  shall  receive  a  majority  as  aforMaid,  or 
the  roll  be  called  throu^ :  Provided,  That  the  name  of  the 
mover  of  this  resolution  shall  not  be  calle4  to  be  voted  on 
•a  afbresaid :  »dnd  provided  further,  That  tvhen  the  name 
of  any  other  member  is  caHed  who  is  unwilling  it  shall  be 
voted  on,  it  may  be  exempted  from  a  vote  by  the  consent  of 
the  House.  And  if,  when  the  nM  shall  have  been  called 
through  and  voted  on  as  aforesaid,  no  member  shall  have 
received  a  mijoritv  as  afbresaid,  then  a  vote  shall  be  taken 
41i«ctly  between  the  two  members  who  shall  have  received 
the  largest  number  of  votes,  and  be  who  upon  that  vote 
shall  receive  the  largest  number  of  votes  shall  be  Speaker : 
Provided,  That  if,  when  the  roll  is  thusoaUed  through,  and 
voted  upon  as  aforesaid,  thf  re  shall  be  a  tie  between  two 
or  more  members  who  have  received  the  largest  number  of 
votes,  or  between  two  or  mora  who  have  rooeived  next  to 
the  largest  number  of  votea,  then  a  test  vote  shall  be  taken 
between  such  members  thus  tied,  and  a  final  vote  as  be- 
Ibie  directed  between  the  two  members  who  may  thus 
appear  to  have  received  the  largest  number  of  votes. 

Reeolv^,  That  in  taking  the  votes  before  directed,  no 
debate  or  personal  explanation  shall  be  in  order,  except  by 
tiie  unanimous  consent  of  the  House. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  Mr.  Clerk,  the  dift- 
culty,  I  apprehend,  in  the  way  of  an  election  of  a 
Soeaker  is,  because  there  are  too  many  candidates. 
Tnese  resolutions  increase  the  present  lar^  num- 
ber; and  I  therefore  move  that  they  be  laid  upon 
thetab}e. 

Mr.  CARLILE.  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  DUNN.  I  will  make  a  suggestion:  We 
do  not  and  cannot,  on  a  mere  reading,  understand 
exactly  what  is  the  nature  of  the  resolution.  I 
submit  that  it  lie  on  the  table  one  day.  Thev 
will  be  printed  in  the  Globe;  and  by  to-morrow  s 
session  we  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  more 
carefully  examining  them. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  shall  be  glad  to  have 
the  course  pursued  which  has  been  suggested.  I 
*  withdraw  tnc  resolutions,  therefore,  and  give  no- 
tice that  I  will  again  present  them  to-morrow. 


CALL  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  move  that  there  be  a  call 
of  the  House;  and  on  that  motion  demand  the 
yeas  and  nays* 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  CADWALADER.  I  denland  tellers  on 
the  call  of  the  House. 

TeUers  were  ordered^  and  Messrs.  Cadwal- 
ADBR  and  Knioht  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  21,  noes  96. 

So  the  motion  was  disagreed  to. 
SLECTrON  OF  SPEAKER  BT  STATES* 

Mr.  CRAWFORD.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  rise  this 
mominj^,  not  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  a 
proposition  to  this  House,  but  for  the  purpose 
of  reading  and  giving  notice  of  a  resolution  wnich 
I  shall  present  to  the  House  to-«(iorrow,  for  the 
purpose  of  organizing  the  same,  if  not  organized 
durm^  this  day. 

This  House,  sir,  has  tried  to  elect  a  presiding 
officer  by  the  voles  of  the  individual  members  com- 
posing It,  and  it  has  tried  to  adopt  the  plurality 
rule,  which  would  secure  an  election.  It  has 
failed  in  both  those  efforts.  I  shall  to-morrow 
momine  introduce  a  proposition  to  elect  a  Speak(^ 
of  fbis  House  in  the  same  way  which  is  provided 
in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  for  the 
election  of  a  President  when  it  devolves  upon  this 
House;  and  bein^  fUlly  satisfied  that  gentlemen 
of  all  parties  could  not  vote  for  that  proposition 
this  morning,  for  the  reason  that  they  could  not 
have  time  to  consider  the  propriety  of  it,  I  wiU 
read  the  resolution  now,  so  that  it  can  be  reported 
in  the  papers;  and  I  shall  ask  ibr  a  vote  upon  it 
inmiediately  after  the  reading  of  the  minutes  to- 
morrow morning.  The  resolution  which  1  pro- 
pose, sir,  is  this: 

Be  U  reeoleei.  That  the  House  of  Sepreaentattvee  do 
now  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  Speaker  in  the  same  way 
and  manner  as  is  provided  hy  the  Conititution  of  the  United 
States  fbr  the  election  of  the  President  thereof  whenever 
the  same  shall  devolve  upon  this  House ;  that  ia  to  say, 
the  Clerk  shall  caU  tfie  roll  by  States,  and  each  State  cast 
one  vote,  as  the  same  shall  be  called ;  and  the  person  having 
a  majority  of  the  States  shall  be  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  the  lliirty-Fottrth  Congress. 

I  give  notice  that  I  shall  introduce  that  resolu- 
tion to-morrow. 

INEXPEDIENCY  OF  CAUCUS  NOMINATIONS: 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  K.  MARSHALL,  I  offer 

the  fbllowing  resolution: 

JleMli>e^  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  memben  of  this 
House  that  the  presentation  of  par^  nominees  has  a  tend> 
eney  to  retard  an  organisation,  and  that  therefore  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  dUTereot  parties  to  withdraw  such  nominations, 
leaving  each  member  free  from  the  control  or  hifluence  of 
caucus  determhiations. 

Mr.  Clerk,  a  resolution  very  similar  to  Ais 
was  offered  the  other  day  by  the  gentleman  from 
Arkansas,  [Mr.  Rust,]  but  it  was  voted  down. 
The  difference,  however,  between  the  resolution 
which  I  offer  and  Uie  one  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Arkansas  is  this:  that  resolution  pointed 
directly  to  the  individuals  who  were  named  by  the 
different  parties,  and  it  might,  therefore,  be  con- 
strued into  something  like  a  |>ersonal  objection 
to  those  members?  The  resolution  which  i  offer, 
sir,  does  not  point  to  the  individuals  themselves, 
but  simply  sug^sts  that  the  fact  of  being  arrayed 
here  imder  their  named  leaders  forces  their  oppo- 
nents to  vote  against  those  nominees.  My  object 
is,  that  these  nominees  shall  all  be  withdrawn, 
and  ^at  the  members  of  this  House  shall  make 
sudi  a  selection  as  they  may  believe  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  country  require,  and  vote  according 
to  the  dictates  of  their  own  judgment. 

I  will  take  occasion  here  to  state  to  the  Dem- 
ocratic party— for  I  must  be  permitted  to  say  that 
I  have  no  proposition  to  make  to  the  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House;  but  I  wish  to  say  to 
my  friends  on  the  Democratic  side,  that,  without 
any  consultation  whatever  lirith  the  members  who 
compose  the  little  body  with  which  I  act,  I  will 
venture  to  assert,  that  if  that  resolution  is  passed, 
fwe  are  ready  to  accede  to  one  of  two  proposi- 
tions. First,  we  will  name  a  man  of  their  party, 
one  who  has  been  acting  with  them  throughout, 
one  who  proclaims  himself  of  their  organization — 
we  will  name  him,  we  will  unite  upon  him,  and, 
i^e  can,  we  wiU  elect  him.  And,  if  thatpropo- 
smon  does  not  suit,  they  may  take  any  man  they 
choose  of  our  party,  and  we  will  not  dictate  to 
them.  They  may  select  any  one  of  our  number 
that  best  suits  their  purposes,  and  we  will  unite 


with  them,  will  act  with  them,  and  will  elm  him. 
I  said  we  will  fry  to  elect  the  man  of  their  party 
proposed  by  us.  I  know  it  they  name  androte 
for  a  man  of  our  side  wc  wiU  elect  him. 

Now,  sir,  if  this  resolution  is  adopted— and  1 
may,  perhaps,  whether  it  be  adopted  or  not,  take 
the  liberty  of  following  it  up  with  another,  which 
will  at  least  test  the  determination,  and  will  re- 

?uire  of  the  Democratic  party  to  organize  thk 
louse — it  will  place  this  vexed  question  of  the 
responsibility  for  non-organization  in  its  proper 
place. 

I  demand  the  previous  question  upon  the  pai> 
sage  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  withdraw  his  demand  for  the  prcTiou 
question  for  a  moment?    I  Irill  renew  it. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  At  the  request  of  ny 
friend  fVom  Virginia  I  will  withdnw  it  for  a 
moment,  as  he  has  pled^d  himself  to  renew  it 

Several  Members.  Let  the  resolution  be  read 
again. 

The  resolution  was  accordingly  read  again. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  I  concur  with  much  that  the 
sentleman  from  Kentucky  has  said,  as  to  the 
oifficulties  which  have  prevented  a  perfect  orgaih 
ization  of  the  House;  and  particularly  in  hit 
opinion  that  the  election  of  a  Speaker  has  prob- 
ably been  defeated, by  the  caucus  nominatiou 
made  at  the  commencement  of  the  session.  But 
I  stiU  think  there  are  obiections  to  the  adoption 
of  his  resolution,  whicn  will  readily  suggeit 
themselves  to  every  member.  The  House  knovi 
nothing  of  parties;  the  Journal  knows  nothing 
of  parties.  The  nominations  made  here  have 
been* made  by  different  meinbers  on  this  floor, 
and  they  do  not  appear  upon  the  Journal  as 
nominations  coming  fh>m  one  party  or  another. 
It  is  not  for  the  House,  then,  as  a  body,  to  know 
the  grounds  on  which  these  candidates  have  been 
proposed.  Yet,  sir,  I  entirely  agree  with  the 
gentleman  fVom  Kentucky,  in  the  opinion  that 
Uiese  caucus  nominations  should  not  have  been 
made;  or,  tf  made  at  all,  that  they  should  not 
have^been  accompanied  with  an  enressionof 
the  reasons  that  mduced  them.  Kominatioai 
have  been  made  when  they  ought  not  to  hare 
been  made,  and  perhaps  others  ought  to  have 
been  made  when  they  were  not  made. 

When  I  came  to  Washington,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  this  session,  I  heani  with  astonish- 
ment that  most  of  the  Democratic  members  had 
met  in  caucus  and  made  a  nomination;  and  made 
a  nomination  for  a  reason.  I  had  never  heaii 
before  of  a  nomination,  under  such  circomstancM. 
fbr  a  reason.  That  party  was  in  an  ascertained 
minority.  The  very  resolution  they  adopted 
proclaimed  that  they  were  in  a  minority;  and 
though  I  will  not  undertake  to  say  that  the  thii^ 
never  happened  before,  yet  I  confess  I  do  not 
remember  to  have  ever  before  heard  of  a  minority 
caucus  for  the  purpose  of  middnga  nomination. 
Caucuses  belong  to  majorities,  ^hc  object  of  t 
caucus  is  to  secure  the  election  of  a  candidate  by 
a  concentration  of  votes.  But  no  concentration 
of  the  votes  of  a  minority  ever  can  eflfect  an  dec- . 
tion.  All  that  they  can  do  is  to  take  adrantage 
of  the  chanter  of  accidents.  It  could  not  hare 
been  that  me  caucus  designed  to  conced,  or  was 
unwilling  to  confess,' that ^ey  were  in  aBlino^ 
ity;  for  Uien  it  was  rather  inconsistent  to  pro- 
claim in  their  resolution  that  they  stood  in  a  nu- 
nority.    Ifthey  desired  to  concentrate  tbetr  own 

votes,  in  the  hope  that  it  would  ultimately  aidoe 
election  of  their  candidate,  I  thiidc  it  was  naff 
to  be  wished  Aat  the  votes  should  first  hate  been 
scattered  as  widely  as  possible)  in  order  that  they 
might  be  concentrated  at  the  last. 

Who,  sir,  can  doubt  that  the  nomination  w" 
made,  for  the  reason  assigned,  prevented  the  otf- 
tinguished  nominee  of  that  caucus  [Mrv^^^ 
aedson]  from  receiving  votes  that  he  mi^t  ano 
would  otherwise  have  obtained  ?  I  do  ootn^J 
to  say  that  it  ourfit  to  have  deterred  anyone  ln)g 
voting  for  him;  i  did  not  so  regard  it.  I  v^*^ 
nqf,  allow  the  reasons  of  others,  whether  »BjJ^ 
or  not,  to  deter  me  from  doing  what  I  mign*  jwj 
do  for  my  own  reasons.  I  do  not  choose  »» 
the  errors  of  others  should  be  Uie  master  of  »7 
judgment.  Though  the  reluctance  of  <>">«' ^°^ 
flemen,  then,  to  vote  for  ^e  nominee  on  tw 
account  may  be  excused,  1  do  not  canaa^J[ 
justified.  Thatquestion,  however,  it  is  for  tw» 
to  determine. 
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I  think,  then,  Mr.  Clerk,  that  much  blame  is 
attributable  to  all  parties  and  to  all  members;  I 
take  my  share  of  it.  I  cannot  justify  myself  for 
having  voted  eight  weeks  in  this  House  for  one 
sin^e  candidate.  It  shall  not  occur  again.  Be- 
lieving as  I  do,  that  our  failure  to  elect  a  {iresid- 
ing  officer  of  this  House  has  cast  more  reproadi 
on  our  national  reputation,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  than  any  other  event  in  our  political  his- 
tory, I  contemplate  the  present  position  of  thines 
most  painfully.  I  had  supposed,  sir,  that  the 
experience  of  eight  weeks  would  have  brought 
-with  it  some  instruction, and  that  the  withdrawal 
of  my  fViend  from  Illinois  [Mr.  RicnAiuMON] 
irould  have  been  followed  by  the  selection— not 
by  caucus  nomination,  but  by  a  gradual  concen- 
tration of  votes — of  some  other  gentleman  to  be 
supported  by  us.  But  it  was  not  so.  A  caucus 
umB  again  held,  and  it  pat  in  nomination  another 
eentleman  of  great  ability  and  eminent  fitness  for 
the  station,  but  it  placed  him  on  the  precise 
grounds  occupied  by  his  predecessor,  and  sub- 
jected him  to  all  the  oisadvanta^s  and  difficulties 
ivhich  have  prevented  his  election. 

Sir,  in  this  respect,  noparty  here  is  ezcuaable; 
none  is  without  fault.  The  gentlemen  who  have 
been  voting  for  Mr.  Fuller  can  no  more  claim  a 
justification  of  their  course  than  the  gentlemen 
vitfa  whom  I  have  been  acting;  and  as  to  the  gen- 
tlemen who  have  been  voting  for  Mr.  Banks,  I 
do  not  see  how  they  are  to  be  excused  for  per- 
sisting so  lon^  in  voting  for  him  alone, in  the  face 
of  the  detennination  repeatedly  expressed  by  this 
House,  that  that  gentleman  shall  not  be  its  Speaker. 
I  would  not  be  understood  as  assuming  to  dic- 
tate to  thatgentleman  or  to  hisiriends ;  aim  I  Bpehk 
in  no  terms  of  harshness;  I  speak  in  terms  of 
parliamentary  courtesy,  when  I  say  that  I  would 
not  be  phicea  in  the  position  which  he  is  made  to 
occupy  without  protesting  vehemently  and  in- 
dignantly against  any  such  use  of  my  name.  I 
do  then  think,  sir,  that  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives has  scarcely  yet  made  a  serious  effort  to  elect 
a  Speaker. 

Mr.  MILLSON  renewed  the  call  lor  the  pre- 
vious question. 
Mr.  ALLISON  addressed  the  Clerk. 
The  CLERK.  The  genUeman  from  Kentucky 
[Mr.  Alexandek  K.  Marshall]  demanded  the 
previous  question  on  the  resolution  which  he 
offered.  That  call  he  withdrew,  for  the  purpose 
of  allowing  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Millson]  to  address  the  House .  The  call  having 
been  renewed,  debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  ALLISON.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  will  again  witndraw  nis  call  for  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  K.  MARSHALL.  Hav- 
ing already  withdrawn  the  call  for  the  benefit  of 
a  gentleman  on  one  side  of  the  House,  I  deem  it 
fit  that  the  other  side  of  the  House  shall  also  be 
heard;  and  therefore  I  again  withdraw  ike  call 
£[»r  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  ALLISOIi.  I  am  obliged  to  the  gentle- 
man firom  Kentucky  for  having  withdrawn,  at 
my  request,  his  call  for  theprerious  question.  It 
will  be  remembered,  Mr.  Clerk,  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Arkansas  [Mr.  Rust]  offered,  some 
days  ago,  a  resolution  similar  to  the  one  now 
proposed  by  the  eentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
Alexander  K.'Mar8Hall;]  and  I  rose  for  the 
purpose  of  objecting  to  that  resolution  on  this 
ground-— and  Ihope  that  my  Democratic  friends 
will  pay  attention  to  it. 

^  I  l^ink  that  these  resolutions  violate  the  prin- 
ciple of  squatter  sovereignty,  inasmuch  as  they 
du^te  to  one  people  thoir  course  of  policy.  That 
is  in  violation  of  the  great  Democratic  principle 
of  letting  every  people  take  care  of  themselves. 
Now  the  Republican  party  have  thoufi^ht  proper 
to  pursue  one  course  of  policy,  which  does  not 
however  appear  to  suit^  our  friends  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House;  but  if  they  would  pay  proper 
respect  to  the  great  principle  which  they  so  much 
admire,  they  would  permit  us  still  to  continue  our 
own  course,  and  to  be  governed  by  our  own  ideas 
of  propriety  in  this  case.  We  are  perfectly  will- 
ing that  our  Democratic  fViends  may  nominate 
and  support  whom  they  please,  and  may  present 
him  to  uic  House  for  Speaker — have  mm  voted 
for  as  often  as  they  may  deem  proper.  We  are 
perfectly  willing  that  our  southern  American 
iViends  shall  do  the  same  thing.  But  we  ask  that, 
in  the  resolutions  which  they  offer,  they  shall  have 


a  proper  regard  to  thatcreat  principle  which  thev 
so  much  admire — namely,  that  every  people  shall 
have  a  right  to  take  care  of  themselves,  and  vote 
for  the  candidate  of  their  own  selection,  without 
intfererence  from  other  parties. 

Now,  if  they  permit  us  to  do  that,  we  will  en- 
deavor to  present  such  a  candidate  as  will  insure 
tlie  largest  support  from  our  side  of  the  House; 
and  we  wOl  endeavor  to  present  a  candidate  worthy 
of  the  support  of  their  side  of  the  House.  And 
we  have,  1  take  it,  presented  such  a  candidate  in 
the  person  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  Banks,] — a  gentleman  in  every  respect 
worthy  of  the  support  of  those  who  have  sup- 
ported him — a  genueman  who  would  discharge 
the  duties  of  that  office  with^eat  honor  to  himseu, 
and  I  doubt  not,  with  acceptability  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Representatives.  I  hope 
that  our  friends  may  treat  us  as  they  have  been 
treated  by  this  side  of  the  House.  I. ask  nothing 
more,  and  I  trust  that  nothing  else  will  character- 
ize their  action  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Under  the  sense  of  the  obligations  imposed  upon 
us,  we  will  strive  to  meet  these  obhgations  in 
view  of  our  responsibility  to  the  country.  "VVe 
will  so  act  and  so  demean  ourselves  as  wiU,  in 
our  opinion,  comport  with  a  proper  sense  of  our 
honor,  and  of  the  responsibilities  which  devolve 
upon  us.  I  therefore  trust  that  we  will  have  no 
more  resolutions  endeavoring  to  dictate  to  the 
members  on  this  side  of  the  House,  from  gentle- 
men of  the  other,  for  whom  we  shall  throw  our 
votes,  or  what  should  be  our  course  of  action. 

I  renew  the  call  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia.  I  trust  the  call  for  the 
previous  Question  will  not  be  urged  now. 

Mr.  ALLISON.  I  have  renewed  the  call  merely 
in  view  of  my  promise  to  the  erentlcman  from 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  Alexanper  K.  Marshall.] 

Mr.  MARSHALL  intimated  his  willingness 
to  withdraV  the  call  temporarily. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  do  not  vrish  the  gentleman  to 
withdraw  the  call  merely  for  my  benefit,  and  to 
be  renewed  again;  but  I  ask  him  to  withdraw  it 
in  order  that  uiis  question  may  b^ fully  discussed. 
Three  sides  of  the  House  have  been  heard  on 
this  resolution,  and  the  fourth  has  not. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  Nothing  could  afford  me 
greater  pleasure  than  taaccommodate  the  gentle- 
man from  Geor^a. 

Mr.  COBB.  1  ask  the  rentleman  fVom  Ken- 
tucky to  withdraw  his  call  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion altogether.  I  want  to  say  a  very  few  words 
in  relation  to  the  proposition  itself,  and  in  reply 
to  the  remarks  made  oy  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, [Mr.  Millson.] 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  Then  I  will  simply  re- 
mark^ before  I  withdraw  the  call  for  the  previous 
question,  that  I  shall  not  ask  its  renewal.  I 
would  not  have  withdrawn  it  at  the  request  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
Allisok,]  had  I  supposed  that  he  desired  to  m^ke 
a  party  speech  ratner  than  a  speech  to  tlie  reso% 
lution.  I  will  rely,  however,  on  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Cobb,]  believing — from  the 
knowledge  I  have  of  him^that  he  will  confine 
himself  entirely  to  that  which  is  before  the  House, 
or  to  i(  response  to  the  remarks  which  have  been 
made,  and  to  which  the  resolution  has  given  rise. 
I  therefi^e  withdraw  the  call  for  the  previous 
question,  and  will  not  ask  him  to  renew»it. 

Mr.  COBB.  If  I  caught  correctly  the  meaning 
•f  the  resolution  as  it  was  read,  it  enunciates  the 
proposition,  that  the  nomination  of  candidates  for 
the  speakership  by  the  respective  parties  in  this 
House  has  precluded  the  organization  of  the 
House;  it  attributes  the  failure  to  organize  td  the 
fact  that  these  parties '  have  made  nominations; 
and  seeks  to  have  the  election  hereafter  conducted 
free  from  party  nominations.  I  do  not  concur  in 
that  idea;  ana  therefore  I  shall  feel  myself  bound 
to  vote  against  the  resolution  offered  oy  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky ^[Mr.  A.  K.  Marshall.] 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Millson,] 
in  supporting  the  principle  of  that  resolution,* 
assails  the  Democratic  party  for  the  course  it  has 
pursued  in  originally  makine  a  nomination,  and 
for  its  being  guilty  of  what  He  terms  the  extraor- 
dinary proceeding  of  giving  a  reason  for  the  sup- 
Fort  wnich  the  party  promised  to  its  candidfl^p. 
will  support  no  candidate  for  any  office  witlMit 
there  being  a  reason  for  it;  and  when  the  reason 
ceases  to  operate,  my  support  will  be  withdrawn 
from  the  candidate.    I  see  no  difference  between 


an  individual  giving  a  reason  for  his  support  of 
a  candidate,  and  a  pjarty,  composed  of  individ- 
uals, uniting  and  giving  the  same  reason. 

But,  sir,  in  reference  to  the  course  pursued  by 
the  Democratic  party,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned 
as  a  member  of  that  party,  I  justify  its  proceed- 
ings, and  I  sanctioned  tnem  at  the  time.  Its 
subsequent  proceeding  I  also  sanctioned,  and  I 
sanction  it  to-day;  and  on  $.  former  occasion  I 
trespassed  on  the  patience  of  this  House  togivs- 
my  reasons  for  it.  What  did  they  do ,  sir  ?  Tiiey 
met  together,  nominated  a  candidate,  and  an- 
nounced their  principles — announced  their  princi- 
ples on  two  g;reat,  leading,  controlling,  and  para- 
mount questions.  They  have  adhered  to  those 
principles.  But  it  was  said,  that  that  announce- 
ment was  offensive  to  the  gentlemen  composing 
another  party,  who,  perhaps,  apart  fVom  that  con- 
sideration, would  have  given  tneir  support  to  the 
candidate  whom  we  h^  nominated.  Sir.  over 
and  over  a^n  have  we,  on  this  %pr,  disclaimed 
any  intention  to  make  that  resolution  offensive  to 
anybody;  and,  in  the  declaration  last  made  by 
that  party  why  we  adhered  •>  the  principles  an- 
nounced oy  our  first  caucus,  there  was  no  inten- 
tion then,  or  at  the  first  caucus,  to  make  any 
declaration  offensive  to  any  party  whatever  in 
this  House.  We  simply  made  a  declaration  of 
the  principles  upon  which  our  party  stood. 

But,  sir,  in  the  history  of  political  parties  in 
this  country,  this  is  the  first  time,  within  my 
knowledge,  that  a  party  has  been  condemned  for 
an  avowal  of  its  prmciples.  I  have  heard  of  par- 
ties being  assailed,  and  assailed  violently,  for 
seeking  to  withhold  their  principles.  I  have 
heard  of  parties  being  condemned  for  seeking  to 
palm  off  upon  the  country  their  candidates,  with- 
out an  avowal  of  the  principles  upon  which  they 
stood.  But  it  has  been  lefl  to  the  state  of  things 
now  prevailing  to  disclose  an  assault  upon  a 
party  for  having  publicly  made  known  their  prin- 
ciples and  their  determmation  to  maintain  tnem. 

If  I  am  asked  for  myd*eason  for  upholding  the 
course  of  the  Democratic  caucus  in  this  House, 
I  will  give  it.  It  i»  this,  sir:  Why  do  we  ad- 
here to  this  principle?  I  state  frannly  and  can- 
didly to  this  House,  and  to  the  country,  that  I 
regard  the  preservation  of  the  organization  of  the 
Democratic  party  as  essential  to  the  best  inter- 
ests of  this  country.  And  I  am  unwilling  to  waive 
that  organization,  hy  the  abflindonment  or  the 
withdrawal  of  Ks  principles.  In  one  sentence 
my  reason  is  made  known.  I  regard  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  organization  of  the  Democratic 
party  of  this  count^  as  of  more  importance  than 
the  election  of  any  man  as  Speaker  of  this  House . 
I  believe  that  the  best  interests  of  this  country 
would  suffer  more  deeply  if  that  organization  were 
abandoned  than  by  the  election  of  any  man  to  the 
speakership  of  this  House.  You  may  charge 
me  with  speaking  as  a  party  man.  I  speak  of 
this  party,  because  of  the  principles  which  it  is 
bound  to  carry  out  in  the  niture  administration 
of  this  Government.  Sir,  these  very  principles, 
which  were  announced  by  the  first  caucus  wnich 
nominated  Mr.  Richardsok,  and  adhered  to  by 
the  subsequent  caucus  which  nominated  Mr. 
Orr,  are  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party-* 
announced,  defended,  and  successfully  maintained 
before  the  country';  and  these  caucuses  did  nothing 
more  and  nothing  less  than  to  declare  that  fact. 
Havine  principles,  we  announced  them;  having 
principles,  we  adhered  to  them. 

Mr  MILLSON.  Will  the  gentleman  now 
allow  me  to  say  a  word? 

Mr.  COBB.  If  I  have  misrepresented  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virg[inia,  I  will  allow  him  to  correct 
me.    I  have  no  time  to  spare. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia 
has  been  pleased  to  represent  the  remarks  I  sub- 
mitted, ezpressinff  my  opinions  as  to  the  rea- 
sons which  have  delayed  the  organization  of  this 
House,  and  in  which  I  had  expressed  the  belief 
that  all  parties  were  justly  chai^able  with  blame 
for  having  produced  these  results — I  say  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  has  been  pleased  to  rep- 
resent me  in  these  remarks  as  having  committed 
an  assault  upon  the  Democratic  party  of  the  coiirw- 
try.  Now,  I  want  to  say  to  that  gentleman,  in 
the  first  place,  that  the  Representatives  who  assem- 
bled iff  that  caucus  do  not  constitute  the  Demo- 
cratic party;  in  the  second  place,  I  protest  against 
the  injustice  of  bcin^  represented  as  assailing 
the  Democratic  party  m  this  House,  for  hi^vin^, 
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in  common  with  many  of  the  staunchest  and  moat 
experienced  Democrats  in  the  House,  doubted  the 
correctness  of  the  policy  which  controlled  that 
caucus. 

Mr.  COBB,  (resuming.)  I  intended,  in  my 
reply  to'  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  to  say 
nothing  more  nor  less  than  simply  this:  to  vindi- 
cate the  policy  which  the  Democratic  party  of 
this  House,  in  its  caucus,  pursued,  and  to  snow 
that  it  did  not  deserve  the  assaults  that  have  been 
made  from  various  quarters  upon  it.  I  intended 
nothing  more.  Whether  that  policy  is  approved 
by  the  members  of  this  House,  by  our  constitu- 
ents, or  by  the  people  of  the  country  at  lai^e,  is 
a  question  whicn  must  be  decided  hereafter.  We 
stand  before  the  country  upon  the  programme  we 
have  placed  before  them  in  the  resolutions  adopted 
by  our  party  caucus.  These  are  the  reasons  which 
have  justified  our  course.  It  is  for  the  country 
to  juoge  whether  we  are  right,  or  whether  we  are 
wron^;  whetW*  it  is  best  for  a  party  to  declare 
its  principles,  or  withhold  them  from  the  public 
eve.  I  am  ready  to  meet  that  issue  and  abide 
the  public  judgment  upon  it. 

Mr.WHITOEY.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  have  but  very 
few  words  to  say,  and  will  preface  my  remarks 
by  stating  that  I  cannot  support  the  resolution  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
Alexander  K.  Marshall.]  That  gentlenian 
has  acted  with  me  in  the  same  school  of  politics; 
and  he  h&a  been  candid  enough  to  say,  that  in  pre- 
senting his  resolution,  it  was  offered  upon  his  own 
responsibility.  But,  sir,  the  honorable  gentleman 
went  further.  He  went  so  far  as  to  make  a  propo- 
sition to  the  Administration  party  of  this  House, 
predicating  upon  that  proposition  a  probability 
of  an  organization  of  tne  House  by  tne  election 
of  a  Democratic  Speaker. 

Now,  sir,  I  am  prepared  to  say  that  no  such 
proposition  as  that  can  ever  meet  my  sanction. 
This  is  not  the  first  time,  I  reg^ret  to  say,  that 
individual  members  of  our  American  party  have, 
upon  their  own  responsibility,  made  tenders  to 
the  Administration. 

I  deem  it  proper,  sir,  just  here  to  define  m^ 
position  upon  that  subject,  plainly  and  unequivo- 
cally. Mr.  Clerk,  let  me  say  that  I  shall  be 
bound  by  no  caucus;  I  shall  be  bound  by  no 
combination  to  support  this  Administration  in  its 
present  position  or  in  its  nt^asures,  either  by 
legislation  or  by  the  election  of  a  Speaker  of  this 
I^use. 

I  stand  here,  sir, an  American — a  representative 
of  the  American  sentiment,  of  the  American  party 
of  this  country,  distinct  in  all  of  its  elements 
from  the  characteristics  of  the  present  Adminis- 
tration. 

I  should  falsify  my  position  should  I  silently 
permit  a  proposition  from  one  of  my  associates 
to  go  before  tne  world,  to  the  effect  that  this  party 
is  willing  to  coalesce  with  the  Democratic  party 
in  the  oi^nization  of  the  House,  by  the  cnoict 
of  an  Administration  member  as  Speaker  of  the 
House. 

Sir,  I  have  not  that  extraordinary  respect  for 
parties  which  my  honorable  friend  from  Georgia 
[Mr.  Cobb]  seems  to  entertain.  If  I  did  not 
misunderstand  him,  he  stated  thai  he  regarded 
the  organization  and  the  existence  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party — speaking  of  course  for  that  party 
in  its  present  aspect — as  of  far  more  importance 
than  the  election  of  a  Speaker  of  this  House. 
By  this  we  are  given  to  understand  that  the  exist- 
ence of  the  present  Administration  party  is  of  supe- 
rior, of  more  absolute  importance,  in  his  estima- 
-  tion,  than  the  organization  of  a  coordinate  branch 
of  the  Government  of  the  country.  Sir,  upon 
that  point  I  disagree  with  the  honorable  gentle- 
man. I  regard  the  election  of  a  Speaker  of  this 
House,  whatever  his  shade  of  politics  may  be, 
as  of  far  less  importance  in  respect  to  party  than 
it  is  in  respect  to  the  condition  in  which  the 
country  is  now  placed  for  want  of  that  organiza- 
tion. The  wheels  of  the  Government  are  stopped 
in  consequence  of  the  disagreement  on  the  part 
of  the  members  of  this  House  in  the  election  of 
its  Speaker. 

I  am  prepared  to  vote  for  any  feasible  plan  for 
the  or^nization  of  the  House  which  shall  not 
commit  me  either  to  this  Administration  or  to 
any  sectional  party  whatever,  whether  that  party 
emanates  from  the  North  or  the  South.*  1  am 
neither  a  northern  man  in  politics,  nor  a  southern 
man.    1  am  in  favor  of  a  national  party— one 


disposed  to  stand  between  the  extremes  in  this 
agitating  controversy — and,  if  possible,  effect  an 
organization. 

Sir,  the  country  demands  an  organization  on 
some  terms.  1  feel,  for  one,  that  I  have  held 
my  position  here  as  a  national  party  man  as  long 
as  the  country  requires  me  to  ao  it;  and  I  repeat 
that,  under  that  impression,  I  am  prepared  to  vote 
for  any  feasible  plan  which  shall  not  commit  me 
either  to  the  Administration,  as  it  now  exists,  or 
to  any  sectional  issue.  I  desire  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Alexander  K.Marshall,] 
for  whom  I  entertain  the  most  cordial  friendship 
and  respect,  to  understand,  in  making  the  propo- 
sition, it  must  be  on  his  responsibility,  and  for 
those  who  agree  with  him,  but  not  for  me. 

Messrs.  ALEXANDER  K.  MARSHALL, 
CULLEN,  and  McMULLIN  took  the  floor, 
The  Clerk  recognized  Mr.  Marshall. 

Several  Members.  He  has  already  spoken  on 
the  subject. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  rise  to  call  for  the  pre- 
vious question  on  my  resolution. 

The  CLERK.  The  previous  question  is 
moved. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  If  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky was  not  entitled  to  the  floor  to  speak,  he 
was  not  entitled  to  take  the  floor  from  either  the 
gentleman  from  Delaware,  or  my  colleague,  to 
call  for  the  previous  question. 

The  CLERK.  The  three  gentlemen  took  the 
floor  at  the  same  time.  The  CUcrk  recognized  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Alexander  K. 
Marshall,]  from  a  previous  understanding  that 
it  was  his  intention  to  call  for  the  previdus  ques- 
tion on  his  resolution. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  withdraw  the  call  for 
the  previous  question.  When  I  submitted  my 
resolution,  I  stated  to  the  House  that  it  was  done 
on  my  own  responsibility. 

The  CLERK.    Debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  If  debate  is  in  order,  the 
gentleman  from  Delaware  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  will  not  embarrass  the 
proceedings  of  the  House.  I  yield  the  floor  to 
the  gentleman  from  Delaware. 

Air.  CULLEN.  Mr.  Clerk ,  I  rise  for  the  pur- 
pose of  submitting  a  few  remarks  on  the  pending 
proposition.    When  I  ctune  here  to  attend  the 

f)resent  Congress,  I  knew  nothing  of  the  pecu- 
iar  party  divisions  of  this  House.  I  knew  not 
how  the  members  stood.  I  sought  information 
from  all  sources  from  whence  it  could  be  ob- 
tained. I  earnestly  desired  to  cast  such%  vote 
for  the  Speaker  of  this  House  as  I  believed 
would  be  gratifying  to  my  constituents  and  satis- 
factory to  myself,  and  such  a  one  as  ought  to  be 
expected  from  every  man  who  cherishes  national 
impulses  and  an  unselfish  love  of  country;  such 
a  vote  as  is  demanded  by  the  importance  of  the 
occasion.  It  was  soon  ascertained,  after  the 
meeting  in  this  House,  that  there  were  three 
f>arties  in  it,  each  differing:  from  the  other  in  es- 
sential points  of  policy.  1  found  by  conciparison 
that  the  party  with  wnich  I  have  hitherto  acted 
was  in  the  minority;  that  it  was  not  in  our  power 
to  elect  a  Speaker  out  of  our  ranks,  and  thus 
effect  an  organization.  It  weta  understood  that 
the  gentlemen  composing  what  is  called  the  Re- 
pubfican  party  sought  to  force  a  sectional  organ- 
ization of  the  House  on  the  country.  With  my 
feelings  and  principles,  I  never  could  consent  to 
such  an  arrangement.  It  was  understood,  anil 
openly  proclaimed  upon  this  floor,  that  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  was  truly  national  in  its  views;  that 
its  members  were  national  and  patriotic  in  their 
feelings  and  views.  That  party  presented  to  the 
House  and  the  country  a  candidate  for  Speaker, 
whom  we  all  knew  professed  national  principles 
— a  gentleman  who  deserved  well  of  his  country; 
one  who,  in  defense  of  our  glorious  flag,  exposed 
himself  to  the  pestilential  climate  of  Mexico;  a 
man  to  whom  every  lover  of  our  country  in  the 
Union  must  feel  inaebted.  When  I  ascertained 
that  these  were  the  facts  in  the  case,  I  confess 
that  I  was  strongly  of  the  inclination  to  go  with 
Mr.  Richardson's  friends,  and  to  support  that 

fentleman  for  the  speakership;  but  when  I  un- 
erstood  that  the  caucu^  which  had  put  him  in 
n^ciination  had  also  published  a  resolution  which 
could  not  be  considered  other  than  as  exceedingly 
offensive,  if  not  insulting,  to  the  party  to  whicn 
I  belong,  who  are  alluded  to  in  it,  and  denounced 
by  it,  I  felt  that  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  join 


with  the  friends  of  the  Democratic  candidate,  and 
thus  give  sanction  to  the  resolution  adopted  by 
the  caucus.    That  resolution  is  as  follows: 

Re$olvedf  That  the  Democratic  membera  of  the  Bome 
of  Repreientativeo,  though  in  a  temporary  minority  in  ti^ 
body,  deem  this  a  nt  occasion  to  tender  to  their  feUow-cjt- 
izena  of  the  whole  Union  their  heartfelt  congmtnlatiou  oa 
the  triumph,  in  the  recent  electioas  in  several  (tf  Uk  nonb 
em,  eastern,  and  western,  as  well  as  southern  States,  of 
the  principles  of  the  Katuoi-Nebraska  bill,  and  the  doctrinei 
of  civil  and  reliirioiis  lil»erty,  which  have  been  m  ru^tA 
availed  hy  a  secret  political  order  known  as  the  Kno!^ 
Nothing  party ;  and,  though  in  a  minority,  we  hold  it  to  be 
our  highest  duty  to  pr^erve  our  organization,  aod  cos- 
tinne  our  efforu  in  the  maintenance  and  defend  of  tbflie 
principles,  and  the  constitutional  rights  of  every  lectioa 
and  every  class  of  citizens,  against  their  opponents  ofextrj 
description,  whether  the  so-called  Repu^^nm,  A'mv. 
yothingf,  or  Fusionitts ;  and  to  this  end  we  look  iritk 
confidence  to  the  support  and  approbation  of  all  food  aad 
true  men — friends  of  the  Ccostitution  and  tte  Untot- 
throughout  the  country. 

A  few  days,  Mr.  Clerk,  inade  further  develop^ 
ments.  What  the  gentleman  from  Penniyl- 
vania,  [Mr.  Jokes,]  and  the  gentieman  froin 
Georgia,  [Mr.  Cobb,]  said  in  relation  to  that 
resolution,  is  within  the  recollection  of  every 
member.  It  will  also  be  remembered  that  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Walieh]  made 
a  proposition;  and  though  he  stated  tnat  \t 
spoke  for  himself  alone,  but  that,  in  his  opinion, 
the  party  with  which  he  acted  would  join  with 
the  Democratic  party  in  a  joint  meeting  of  the 
two  parties  for  the  purpose  of  selecting  a  can- 
didate for  Speaker — a  compromise  candidate- 
how  was  the  proposition  received  ?  The  honor- 
able gentleman  fVom  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Jokbj 
remarked,  in  very  strong  language,  that  he  m. 
the  Democratic  party  would  only  meet  us  u 
coming  to  them  renouncing  our  principles  and 
confessing  our  sins.  [Cries  of  **^No:  no  I") 
Yes,  sir;  they  said  that  they  would  never  re- 
ceive us  as  other  than  Democrats  coming  to 
them.  We  were  required  to  go  to  them  as  Dem- 
ocrats, renounce  our  principles,  and  confess  oar 
sins. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  Who  is  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  whoYnade  the  assertion? 

Mr.  CULLEN.  It  will  be  remembered,  that 
upon  the  presentation  of  Mr.  Orr,  the  present 
Democratic  nominee,  the  same  original  resohjtion 
was  again  affirmed  by  the  last  caiicus,  which  nom- 
inated him.  After  hearing  the  remarks  to  whichl 
have  called  attention,  I  was  firmly  conrinced  that 
I  could  not,  as  a  member  of  the  American  party,  • 
ever  vote  with  the  Democracy  to  elevate  any  man  to 
the  Speaker's  chair  who  had  voted  for  or  approred 
that  offensive  and  insulting  resolution,  eapeciaflv 
after  hearing  the  remarks  made  by  the  honombk 

?'entlemen  fiom  Pennsylvania  and  Greergia,bc- 
ore  referred  to.  And  ri^w,  for  fear  that  the 
inference  may  be  drawn  from  the  remarks  of  my 
friend  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Alexander  K.  Ma*' 
shall]  that  we  are  willing  to  select  any  candidate 
from  this  Democracy  who  is,  or  was,  connected 
with  the  passage  of  their  offensive  caucus  reselu- 
tion,  or  who  even  approves  of  it,  I  enter  wy 
solemn  protest  against  it.  I  will  never  be  willing 
to  vote  for  any  member  of  that  party  thus  con- 
nected with  that  resolution  while  that  resoluQon 
remains  unretracted— while  this  insult  stancw 
against  us.  Yet  I  am  as  anxious  for  an  organiza- 
tion of  this  House  as  any  other  gentleman. 
am  willing  to  meet  with  other  gentlemen  on  fair 
terms  in  a  reasonfible  and  honorable  compromise. 
I  am  willing  to  do  anything,  except  the  desertion 
of  my  principles,  in  order  that  the  House  may 
be  organized.  [A  Member.  "What  are  X^ 
for.?]  I  am  willing  to  enter  into  a  confipromw 
that  will  be  fair  and  honorable  to  all  the  parOf 
into  which  this  House  is  divided;  but  I^^^l^^^' 
agree — and  I  sneak  only  for  myself— to  vote 
any  member  of  the  Administration  party  lor 
speakership.  There  are  many  g^"^^^"*^"  iji«- 
who  do  not  act  with  me,  for  whom  ^^^'^. 
to  vote;  but  I  can  never  vote  for  an  ^V"^'' ^g. 
tion  Democrat,  with  his  caucus  resolutions  a 
ond  time  pasSed  and  affirmed  staring  me  m 
face  yet  in  full  force  and  effect.  _«.h«»d 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  am  gram^ 
that  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  h?^P^^  ^ 
this  resolution,  because  it  will  afford  me  ^^ 
pprtunity  to  place  myself  right  before  "}.^,  **^}jgj. 
m  reference  to  a  proposition  of  n^rnostaiiK  j 
acteras  that  now  before  us,  which  was  mtrouu 
the  other  day.  ,i  bv  thfl 

It  will  be  remembered  by  you,  str,  a"**  ^' 
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while  a  majorHy  of  two  to  one  of  their  party  tell 
U9  they  wiU  aot  vote  with  us  for  one  of  ourfkrty ; 
and,  when  we  would  fail  of  an  election,  they 
would  tura  round  and  aaj  to  us,  *'  Now,  gentle- 
men, let  us  elect  a  NaUonal  American.'^  She 
propositions  so  far  as  I  am  concerned — and  I 
«peak  for  myself  alone — is  declined. 

Sir,  fpom  the  record  which  has  been  made  in 
this  House  from  the  beginning  of  this  session  till 
now,  rentlcmen  who  cLaim  to  oe  National  Amer* 
icans  have,  by  the  one  huiidred  and  twenty-eight 
votes  whidi  they  have  given,  regarded  the  ques- 
tion of  their  own  order  as  paramount  to  any  other 
and  all  auctions  connected  with  the  organization 
of  the  House.  We  have  stood  opposed  in  Uie 
country  to  the  American  organization  both  North 
c^d  South .  While  these  National  Americans  say 
that  they  agree  with  us  on  the  slavery  tiuestion, 
they,  by  their  votes  here  for  one  hundred  and 
twenty -eight  times,  have  declared  that  they  regard 
the  National  American  organization  as  6f  more 
importance  than  the  slavery  question.  It  is  then 
for  them,  not  for  us,  to  determine  which  is  the 
paramount  question.  There  is  one  kind  of  fish 
which  will  bite,  I  beUeve,  at  a  naked  hook.  They 
are  called  '* gudgeon."  My  friend  from  Ken* 
tucky  [Mr.  Alexander  K.  Marshall]  must 
have  thought  when  he  offered  the  proposition  that 
the  Democratic  party,  Uke  the  suoseon,  would  be 
caught  by  biting  at  the  naked  hook. 

[Some  remams  here  passed  between  Messrs. 
RicHARDtoN  and  Alexander  K.  Marshall, 
which  were  utterly  inaudible  at  the  reporter's 
chair.] 

Mr.  RICHARDSON,  (in  answer  to  a  remark 
of  Mr.  Marshall.)  Then  you  do  tnot  mean 
to  try  and  catch  me.  I  would  be  worse  than  a 
gudgeon,  to  bite  at  such  a  hook  as  that. 

We  may  as  well,  Mr.  Clerk,  deal  frankly  in 
this  matter.  It  has  been  manifest,  from  the  first 
meeting  of  this  House  till  now,  that  the  party 
with  whom  I  have  acted — the  party  supporting 
our  friend  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  0«rJ — is  in 
a  minority.  The  majority,  united  against  the 
Democratic  party  here,  is  two  to  one;  and  yet, 
Jiis  majority  call  upon  us  and  tell  us  that  it  is  our 
duty  to  organize  tne  House.  Grentlemen,-  why 
do  you  not  organize  it  ?  In  either  view  of  your 
principles  you  are  in  the  majority.  ^ As  Republic- 
ans, you '  have  a  majority.  As  Americans,  you 
have  also  a  majority.  Turn  to  either  view;  and 
why  do  you  not  organize  the  House  ?  You  can 
organize  it  on  either  of  these  principles.  We 
are  here  in  a  minority;  and  we  expect  to  go  to 
the  country  and  justify  our  action  as  a  minority. 
Let  me  tell  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  tne 
House  that  this  is  the  last  time,  for  long  years, 
that  either  of  them  will  have  a  majority  in  this 
House.  I  want  to  deal  frankly,  plainly,  and 
candidly  with  our  National  American  friends.  I 
say  to  them:  Grentlemen,  you  may  make  your 
election.  If  you  see  proper  to  come  to  us,  you 
may  do  so.  Make  your  election  between  us  and 
the  Republicans.  I,  for  one,  opposing  both  you 
and  the  Republicans,  have  no  concessions  to 
make  to  either.  I  say  this,  because  we  may  as 
well  understand  one  another  to-day  as  at  any 
other  time.  Frankness  and  candor  require  me 
to  make  the  declaration.  I  do  so  for  myself^not 
fof  those  with  whom  I  act  in  this  House.  The 
issues  which  you  have  made  here  are  issues  on 
which  I  stand  utterly  opposed  to  you;  and  in 
this  controversy  I  am  prepared  to  stand  or  fall. 

The  Democratic  party  must  go  to  the  country 
in  opposition  to  the  priuciples  of  your  organiza- 
tion ;  and  if  we  were  willing  to-day  to  retire  from 
the  position  which  we  have  assumed,  what  man 
anywhere  would  continue  to  entertain  respect  for 
us?  This  protracted  struggle  with  us  has  not 
been  and  is  not  now  for  the  elevation  of  one  man 
or  any  man,  but,  as  I  believe,  for  great  and  essen- 
tial principles.  It  is  not  for  the  man  I  care,  but 
for  tne  principles  which  he  represents.  Them  I 
will  never  surrender. 

Mr.  MAXWELL  took  the  floor. 

Mr.  WHITNEY  addressed  the  Clerk. 

The  CLERK.   The  eentleman  from  New  York 

{Mr.  Whitney]  has  au-eady  spoken  to  the  rcso- 
iition  before  the  House,  and  under  the  terms  of 
the  rule  it  is  not  in  order  for  him  to  speak  a  second 
time.  The  gentleman  from  Florida  [Mr.  Max- 
well] has  tlie  floor. 

Mr.  MAXWELL.  The  House  seems  to  be 
in  a  dispotition  this  morning  to  listen  to  speeches 


made  by  gentlemen.  I  am  one  of  those  who  en- 
tertain the  impression  that  questions  have  been 
opened  by  the  discussion  here  this  morning  which 
cannot  be  properly  discussed  within  the  time 
allowed  by  the  ten-minute  rule.  I  desire  myself 
to  submit  some  views  in  connection  with  these 
questions.  I  would  be  glad  to  submit  them  now 
if  I  could  have  the  indulgence  of  the  House  for 
a  longer  time  than  the  rule  prescribes.  [Cries  of 
**  No  !  no  !"]  If  there  be  objection  I  shall  not 
proceed  at  aU 

Several  Members  objected. 

Mr.  MAXWELL.  'Theri,  sir,  I  think  that  the 
discussion  ought  to  cease;  or  else  that  the  ten- 
minute  rule  ought  to  be  rescinded. 

A  Memrer.    Move  to  rescind  it. 

Mr.  MAXWELL.  I  think  that  those  ques- 
tions connected  with  the  organization  of  the 
House  are  of  so  much  importance  that  it  is 
utterly  impossible  to  present  a  full  view  of  them 
within  a  ten-minute  speech.  I  think,  therefore, 
that  the  discussion  ought  to  cease,  or  else  that 
the  rule  should  be  rescinded.  I  move  now  to 
rescind  that  rule. 

Mr.  CLIN6MAN.  I  raise  the  question  of 
order,  that  there  is  a  proposition  already  pending 
before  the  House,  and  tnat  the  motion  is  conse- 
quently' out  of  order. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  [Mr.  Clingman]  is  right;  there  is  a 
proposition  pending,  which  must  take  precedence 
of  tne  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Florida. 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  K.  MARSHALL.  For 
the  purpose  of  removing  the  difficulty  which 
seems  to  be  in  the  way  of  rescinding  this  ten- 
minute  rule,  if  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  House  to 
rescind  it,  I  will  temporarily  withdraw  my  resolu- 
tion to  enable  the  gentleman  to  make  the  motion, 
with  the  understanding,  however,  that  I  shall  re- 
new it  whenever  that  motion  has  been  disposed 
of.    I  now  yield  to  the  geuUeman  from  Florida. 

Mr.  MAXWELL.  I  do  not  want  the  floor  for 
ten  minutes  unless  the  House  will  pennit  me  to 
proceed  longer. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  yielded  to  the  genUe- 
man  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  submit 
the  motion  wnich  he  had  indicated  his  desire  to 
do,  to  rescind  the  ten-minute  rule. 

Mr.  MAXWELL.  Certainly;  I  submit  that 
motion,  and  call  the  previous  question  upon  it. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  move  to  lay  the  motion 
on  the  table. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  motion  ordered 
to  I'm  upon  the  table.  * 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  Upon  further  considera- 
tion I  decline  for  the  present  io  renew  the  reso- 
lution which  I  proposed  again  to  offer.  I  with- 
draw the  resolution  altogether. 

ADJOURNMENT  OF  CONGRESS  UNTIL  MAT. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  desire  to  submit  to  the 
House  a  resolution  which  I  send  to  the  Clerk's 
desk,emd  ask  to  have  read,  after  which  I  propose 
to  make  a  brief  explanation. 

The  resolution  was  read,  as  follows: 

Re$olcedf  That,  witb  the  concurrenco  of  the  Senate,  on 
the  5th  day  of  Febraary  next,  ualesa  a  Speaker  i»  elected 
before  that  day,  the  Ilou&e  will  adjoum  over  UQtil  the  15th 
of  May  next. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  make  this  proposition  to 
the  House,  and  will,  in  brief,  explain  the  reasons 
which  have  induced  me  to  present  it.  It  is  evi- 
dent, fVom  the  developments  which  have  presented 
themselves  from  the  commencement,  that  there 
are  in  this  House  three  discordant  elements  which 
cannot  coalesce.  It  seems  next  to  impossible  for 
the  South  •imcricansj  as  they  are  called,  to  unite 
with  the  Democrats  upon  aplatfonn  of  national 
principles.  It  ia  just  as  in^t)ssible  for  the  Black 
Reptwticans,  as  they  ore  designated — and  I  do  not 
so  designate  them  with  any  feeling  of  personal 
disrespect — and  •  the  Democratic  party  of  the 
Hou^c  to  coalesce.  And  it  seems  just  as  palpa- 
ble that  the  Americans  can  never  enter  into  any 
specific  arrangement  with  the  Black  Republicans 
by  which  an  organiziation  can  be  effected. 

Sir,  we  have  voted  some  hundred  and  twenty- 
odd  times,  and  is  it  not  manifest  that,  from  the 
peculiar  construction  of  parties  in  this  House,  an 
organization  cannot  be  effected?  I  think  it  is; 
hold,  therefore,  that,  in  this  condition  of 
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thi^i,  the  difHculty  will  not  probably  be  settled 
without  an  adiournmont.  But,  sir,  if  the  plan  I 
have  proposea  be  adopted,  and  a|i  adjournment 
should  take  place,  pernaps,  aflcr  a  consultation 


upon  thepart  of  the  Representatives  upon  thii  floor 
with  their  constituents  in  May.  when  we  come 
back  here  we  may  be  able  to  effect  an  oreaniza. 
tion,  and  some  expense  will  be  saved.  Tit  con- 
test, it  is  true,  may  now  be  decided  by  1st;  and 
I  should  have  no  serious  objection  to  the  adoptioB 
of  such  a  plan,  althouch  it  has  not,  I  believe,  yet 
been  proposed  to  the  House.  We  are  iacomi^ 
a  heavy  expense.  The  House  has  been  io  let- 
sion  for  seven  or  eight  weeks  without  the  tnuM- 
action  of  any  of  the  public  business.  The  Senaii 
has  also  been  in  session  dtiring  the  same  koiftk 
of  time,  and  the  expense  incurred  is  eqaJto 
what  it  would  be  if  ooth  branches  of  the  Got- 
ernment  were  in  the  regular  and  legitimate  traai^ 
action  of  the  business  of  the  country. 

I  desire,  im>w,  ip  call  the  attention  of  the  Houie 
to  one  fact,  wluch  it  im  not  improbable  we  maf 
be  called  on  officially  to  consider.  Suppose  iIm 
Senate,  a  coordinate  braach  of  this  Govenuneat, 
now  regularly  in  session,  should  send  down  hen 
a  joint  resolution,  propoainff  that  the  two  Hoqmi 
should  adjoum,  and  tne  House  should  din^ 
to  the  resolution,  it  would  then  come  vithio  thi 
power  of  the  President  of  the  United  Statet, 
under  the  third  section  of  the  second  article  of  tke 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  to  adjoom  Um 
two  Houses  of  Coi^ess  to  such  a  time  as  k 
may  think  proper.  It  is,  therefore,  now  in  tbe 
power  of  the  President,  in  connection  with  th» 
Senate,  under  tKe  authority  of  that  dauae  of 
the  Constitution  which  I  have  cited,  to  force  thii 
House  to  adjourn  to  such  time  as  he  may  thisk 
proper. 

Mr.  HUMPHREY  MARSHALL.  Let  nn 
ask  the  gentleman  irom  Maryland  a  question. 
Suppose  the  Senate  should  send  down  such  t 
resolution  as  he  has  indicated,  and  the  Houm 
should  take  no  action  upon  it  at  all;  there  wooM 
then  be  no  disagreement  between  the  twoHousei, 
and  how  woukfthe  President  acquire  lus  author* 
ity  to  adjourn  Congress  ? 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  will  answer  the  nude- 
man  from  Kentucky.  If  the  Senate  shoold  send 
down  here  a  resolution  to  adjoum,  the  House 
must  either  agree  or  disagree  to  it,  affirmativelj 
or  negatively.  If  they  disagree  it  will  then  come 
within  the  jprovinoe  of  the  President,  under  the 
second  actide  of  the  Constitution,  third  claiue, 
to  adjoum  Congress  to  such  a  time  as  he  may 
think  proper.  Troe,  there  may  be  difforencea  « 
opinion  as  to  the  construction  of  this  dauae  of 
the  Constitution,  as  there  have  been  in  refereobe 
to  other  questions  that  have  come  before  the 
House.  I  confess,  that  when  the  President  tnat- 
mitted  to  the  House  his  annual  message  it  occurred 
to  me  that  he  had  tne  right  prtma/scM,  under  w 
Constitution,  to  communicate  with  this  flooit 
whenever  he  should  think  the  public  intcreat  re- 
quired it,  and  consequently  we  had  no  right  to 
refuse  to  receive  the  communication;  but,  «r, 
under  the  state  of  things  which  we  fi"^.^*^ 
here,  the  extmordinary  spectacle  was  witneajid 
of  tlic  House  dcnyin|{  his  right  to  communicw 
with  them.  They  laid  the  messoge  upon  the 
table,  and  refused  to  hoar  it  road.  Upon  further 
reflection,  however,  it  seems  that  gentlenjcn  haw 
taken  a  different  view  of  the  matter,  for,  upon  the 
subsequent  announcement  of  another  meangei 
tlie  House  not  only  received  it,  but  listened  to 
its  reading.  f 

I  admit,  sir,  that  there  n^ay  be  difference  or 
opinion  in  relation  to  the  construction  of  tw 
Constitution  upon  this  subject,  1l)ut  i*.**^ 
to  me  that  under  the  clause  of  the  C^*^"J: 
which  I  have  cited,  the  power  exists.  '^°^*?ll 
cannot  place  itself  in  the  position  suggested  dj 
the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Kenuickyi « 


President.     \f  it  does  not  agree,  its  n«>";J^^?J 
will  be  tantamount  to  a  disagreement,  and  ui 
place  it  in  the  power  of  the  President  to  adjowii 
Congress  to  such  a  time  as  he  mav  think  P»^' 
^in,  sir,  is  it  right  for  Uiis  House  ^J^^ 
the  Senate  to  continue  in  session  for  such  a  im 
period  of  time  without  the  power  of  transacu^ 
legislative  business  ?    I  apprehend  not.    A  n 
fearful  responsibilitjr  rests  somewhere  J^ 
state  of  things,  and,  in  all  fairness  I  """^^fj, 
the  majority  of  this  House,  which  I  ^"PP^'^jii 
antagonistical  to  the  National  Administration 
the  Democratic  party.    By  this  most  extwon*. 
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gentlemen  who  were  in  the  Democratic  caucus, 
that  here  are  Mr.  Puller's  thirty-two  friends,  to 
begin  with,  who  have  served  notice  upon  us,  *'  we 
are  not  there  to  vote  for  your  man.*  They  will 
not  vote  for  any  of  us.  They  notify  us  of  that  in 
advance,  and  then  they  say  to  us,  **  Come,  let  us 
go  into  this  thing,  and  see  if  it  cannot  be  worked 
out;  if  it  does  not  elect  one  nian,  it  may  elect 
another.  **  We  are  asked  to  ^o  into  it  under  these 
tsircumstances,  with  the  distinct  knowledge,  and 
with  our  eyes  wide  open  to  the  fact,  that  the  **  Na- 
tional Americans"  in  this  House  are  not  going  to 
vote  for  any  one  of  the  caucus  members  of  the 
Democratic  party!  Well,  now,  I  should  think 
that  we  are  hardly  green  enough  to  agree  to  that. 
I  should  hardly  tnink  that  any  party  here,  num- 
bering even  only  a  dozen  members,  would  be  will- 
ing to  start  out  with  their  adversaries  upon  an 
arrangement  which  would  exclude  all  their  own 
preferences  from  even  a  chance  of  stwnbling  into 
the  speakership.  Theiu  sir,  it  seems  to  me  that 
the  gentleman's  proposition  will  not  wcu-k  out  as 
he  supposes;  and  I,  therefore,  withdraw  the 
amendment  to  insert  Mr.  Orr's  name,  and  move 
to  lay  the  resolution  upon  the  table.  # 

Mr.  HUMPHREY  MARSHALL.  Well,  on 
that  motion,  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  to  withdraw  his  motion  for  a  few  mo- 
ments.    [Loud  cries  of  ** No!  no!"] 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  will  do  so,  with  the  assur- 
ance that  the  gentleman  will  renew  it  before  he 
takes  his  seat. 

Mr.  STANTON.  Very  well;  I  will  renew  it. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  difficulty  that  accompanies 
that  resolution  is,  that  after  you  have  gone  through 
with  the  rolH  and  voted  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  times,  you  tftill  will  not  have  elected  a  Speaker, 
unless  some  member  shall  have'received  anrajority 
of  the  votes  of  the  whole  House.  I  cannot, 
therefore,  see  that  by  the  adoption  of  that  reso- 
lution, you  would  approximate  one  single  step 
towards  the  election  of  a  Speaker.  It  is  perfectly 
competent  for  any  gentleman  here,  upon  any  day, 
to  move  that  A,  B,  C,  or  D,  be  Speaker  of  this 
House,  and,  if  he  receives  a  majority  vote,  he  is 
Speaker.  That  is  precisely  what  the  gentleman  *s 
resolution  contemplates,  and  it  may  just  as  well 
be  done  without  going  through  the  entire  roll. 

Now,  I  desire  to  suggest  to  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  Whitney,]  that  if  he  wants  to 
do  anything  practical,  if  he  wishes  to  present  a 
resolution  that  will  result  in  the  election  of  a 
Speaker,  he  should  so  modify  it  as  to  say  that 
the  candidate  receiving  the  highest  number  of 
votes  when  the  roll  is  called  shaU  be  Speaker;  and 
then  I  will  vote  for  it.  But  I  shall  vote  to  lay 
the  resolution  in  its  present  shape  upon  the  table. 
It  is  merely  an  instrument  for  the  consumption 
of  an  ind(<finite  amount  of  time.  If  I  understand 
it,  during  the  action  of  the  House  under  that  re- 
striction nothing  else  will  be  in  order,  and  when 
you  have  gone  through  the  labor  prescribed  by 
ft,  you  will  be  no  nearer  the  election  of  a  Speaker 
than  you  were  when  you  commenced.  It  would 
result  in  nothing.  For  these  reasons  I  renew  the 
motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  PAINE.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
will  withdraw  that  motion. 

Mr.  STANTON.  It  is  not  under  my  control. 
I  renewed  it  under  a  pledge  given  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia. 

Mr.  PAINE.  Thep  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  to  withdraw  it? 

Mr.  LETCHER.    WUl  you  renew  it? 

Mr.  PAINB.    Yes,  sir.     '       t 

Mr.  LETCHER.  With  that  understanding,  I 
withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  PAINE.  I  approve  of  the  resolution  which 
has  been  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
because  it  obviates  all  the  difficulty  which  arises 
from  these  caucus  nominations.  It  will  be  re- 
membered that  the  name  of  the^entleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Campbell]  was  offered  the  other  day, 
and  that  he  could  have  been  elected.  The  reason 
that  gentlemen  have  given  as  an  excuse  for  not 
electing  him  is,  that  he  was  not  the  caucus  nomi- 
nee. So,  too,  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  Smith]  could  have  been  elected;  and 
the  reason  that  the  Democrats  have  given  for  not 
electing  him  is,  that  he  was  not  the  caucus  nomi- 
nee. Now,  if  we  adopt  this  resolution,  we  shall 
have  no  caucus  nominees,  and  gentlemon  will  be 
absolved  from  their  allegiance  to  caucus  nomina- 


tions. I  think  that  it  is  the  only  feasible  propo- 
sition that  has  ever  been  submitted  to  this  House, 
whereby  we  may  have  any  reasonable  expectation 
of  arrivm?  at  an  election;  and  I  hope  that  it  will 
be  adopted.  » 

Mr.  DAVIDSON  addressed  the  Clerk,  and 
was  recognized. 

Mr.  PAINE.  I  have  promised  to  renew  the 
motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  and, 
although  I  shall  vote  against  it,  I  now,  in  accord- 
ance with  my  promise,  renew  that  motion. 

Mr.  DAVIDSON.  •  I  desire  to  say  a  few  words 
only. 

^he  CLERK.  Debate  is  not  in  order,  if  the 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table  is  insisted  on. 

Mr.  LETCHER.    I  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  DAVIDSON.  The  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  says  that  the  Democratic  party  gave  as  a 
reason  why  they  did  not  vote  for  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Virginia,  and  why  Mr.  Smith  was  not  elected,  that 
they  had  a  caucus  nomination.  I  desire  to  say, 
in  reply  to  that  remark,  that,  so  far  as  lam  con- 
cerned, bein^  a  member  of  that  party,  and  proud 
of  my  position,  I  have  made  no  such  excuse 
for  not  voting  for  Mr.  Smith;  and,  when  the 
time  comes  to  give  my  reasons  for  the  vote  I 
^ve,  I  pledge  myself  to  the  gentleman,  and  to 
me  House,  to  fall  behind  no  such  breastwork  as 
that.  I  desire  also  to  remark  to  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  that  the  evidence  and  the 
record  will  prove  that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of 
the  Democratic  party  to  elect  Mr.  Smith  upon 
that  occasion;  and  it  will  show,  beyond  that,  sir, 
a  circumstance  that  may  require  the  gentleman 
and  his  friends  to  explain:  it  will  show  that  there 
was  that  sort  of  understanding  between  Know 
Nothingismand  Republicanism  here,  which  would 
induce  some  thirteen  gentlemen  who  belong  to 
the  Republican  party  to  sit  here  in  their  chairs 
and  decline  to  vote  upon  that  proposition,  with 
a  view  of  putting  the  Democratic. party  wrong 
before  this  House  and  the  country. 

Mr.  PAINE.    I  will  interrupt  the  gentleman 
for  one  moment.    I  call  upon  him,  emphatically, 
for  his  authority  for  saying  that  there  was  an3r 
such  understandmg. 

Mr.  DAVIDSON.  I  do  not  say  that  there 
was  any  understanding,  but  simply  that  there 
was  the  appearance  of  it. 

Mr.  PAINE.  I  insist  upon  knowing  his  au- 
thority. 

Mr.  DAVIDSON.  The  record  presents  the 
appearance  of  such  an  understanding.  Compare 
the  vote  on  the  resolution  to  elect  Mr.  Smith 
Speaker  with  the  vote  preceding  that. 

Mr.  PAINE.  I  call  upon  any  man  in  this 
House  to  say  if  there  was  any  understanding 
between  the  gentlemen  who  have  been  voting  for 
Mr.  Fuller  and  the  Republicans  in  relation  to 
that  question. 

Mr.  DAVIDSON.  I  repeat,  that  I  did  not  say 
there  was  any  understanding,  but  that  there  was 
the  appearance  of  it. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  have  here  a  list  of  the 
names  of  those  gentlemen  who  failed  to  vote  on 
the  proposition  of  Mr.  Carlile,  declaring  Mr. 
Smith  Speaker,  but  who  did  vote  on  the  Questions 
immediately  preceding  that,  and  on  the  last  vote 
for  Speaker  taken  on  that  day. 

Mr.  DAVIDSON.  I  ask  my  friend  from  Ala- 
bama to  read  the  names. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  .  I  will  do  so.  There  were 
twelve  members  of  the  Republican  party,  and 
besides  those  there  were  Messrs.  Haven,  Porter, 
Batard  Clark,  Stephens,  William  Smith,  and 
Bell.  The  Republicans  are — Messrs.  Bingham, 
Bishop,  Giddings,  Gran^j^,  Kelset,  Killian 
Miller,  Pettit,  Ri 
Todd,  and  Watson. 


Miller,  Pettit,  Ritch^HStanton,  Simmons, 


M££R, 


Mr.  TODD.  I  beg  the  gentleman's  pardon; 
I  do  not  belong  lu  the  Republican  party. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Those  gentlemen,  or  neariy 
all  of  them,  voted,  I  understand,  upon  the  vote 
taken  immediately  before  that,  and  theymll  voted 
during  that  day  on  the  vote  for  Speaker.  Mr. 
Ritchie  had  paired  off  with  Mr.  Stephens,  I 
believe;  and  Messrs.  Haven,  Porter,  Batard 
Clark,  William  Smith,  and  Bell  did  not  vote. 

I  have  no  desire  to  consume  the  time  of  the 
gentleman  from  Louisiana.  I  have  made  this 
statement,  without  referring  in  any  way  to  any 
understanding  that  may  have  been  alluded  to.  Of 
that  I  have  nothing  to  say.  Bu^  it  is  very  evi- 
dent that  gentlemen  did  sit  in  their  seats  and  failed 


to  vote,  and  did  it  with  the  purpose  of  enabling 
gentlemen  who  might  choose  to  do  it,  like  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Paine,|  to 
charge  that  the  election  of  «  Speaker  was  witiiin 
the  reach  of  the  Democratic  party  in  this  House. 
I  do  not  <^harge  that  there  was  any  concert  be- 
tween the  Republicans  and  any  other  party;  but 
I  do  charge  the  fact,  and  they  dare  not  and  can- 
not denv  it,  that  ^ntlemen  on  the  Republican 
side  of  tne  House  did  sit  in  their  seats  and  decline 
to  vote,  because  they  desired  to  make  it  appear, 
by  withholding  their  votes,  that  Governor  Smith 
could  have  been  elected  by  Democratic  votes. 
That  ii  the  truth;  and  I  am  glad  this  matter  has 
been  brought  forward  by  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Paine,]  in  order  that  the 
correction  may  go  to  the  country,  and  show  the 
duplicity  of  men  who  will  sit  in  their  seats,  and 
permit  the  impression  of  a  fact  to  be  crcAted, 
which  they  know  has  na  fomidation. 

Mr.  PAINE.  I  desire  to  make  an  inquiry  of 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama. 

The  CLERK.    The  gentleman  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  PAINE.  I  propose  to  ask  the  question, 
with  the  permission  of  the  gentleman  from  LfOu- 
isiana. 

Mr.  DAVIDSON.    I  have  no  objection. 

Mr.  PAINE.'    I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama  whether  he  voted  for  Mr.  Smith  r 
•  Mr.  HOUSTON.    I  voted  against  that  resok- 
tion,  and  I  would  do  so  again. 

Mr.  TODD.  Will  the  gentleman  from  Lou- 
isiana permit  me  to  say  a  word  ? 

Mr.  DAVIDSON.    Certainly. 

Mr.  TODD.  My  name  was  read  over,  with 
those  of  others,  by  Uie  gentleman  from  Alabama. 
He  has  charged  that  I  and  other  gentlemen 
remained  in  our  seats  at  the  time  the  vote  was 
taken  on  the  resolution  to  which  he  has  referred, 
for  the  purpose  of  creating  a  false  impression. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  stated  that  there  were  gen- 
tlemen who  remained  in  their  seats  and  did  not 
vote. 

Mr.  TODD.  Well,  I  will  auiy  to  the  gentle- 
man^ that  so  far  as  the  remark  that  gentlemen 
remained  in  their  seats  and  did  not  vote,  for  the 
purpose  of  creating  a  false  impression  on  the 
country,  is  intended  to  have  any  application  to 
me,  there  is  no  truth  in  the  alle^tion.  I  was 
incidentally  out  of  my  seat,  but  did  not^  leare  it 
for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  a  vote.  Had  I  been 
in  my  seat  I  should  have  voted  against  the  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  stated  expressly  that  there 
were  gentlemen  who  remained  in  their  seats,  and 
declined  to  vote,  as  is  shown  by  the  record  of  the 
vote  next  preceding  that  declaring  Mr.  Siuth 
Speaker. 

Mr.  DAVIDSON,  (resuming.)  I  have  to  say 
now  that  I  am  opposed  to  the  resolution  ofl^red 
by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Whit- 
net,]  because  it  places  me,  as  a  Democrat,  in  the 
position  of  doing  that  indirectly  which  I  wo^ld 
not  do  directly.  I  move  to  lay  the  resolution 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  HUMPHREY  MARSHALL.  I  demand 
the  yeas  and  nays  upon  the  motion  to  lay  upon 
the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BOYCE.  I  call  for  the  reading  of  the  res- 
olution again. 

The  resolution  was  again  read. 

The  question  was  then  put;  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  153,  nays  49;  as  follo¥rB: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Aiken,  Albnght,  Allen,  Allison,  Banki, 
Barbour,  Barksdale,  Bell,  Henry  Benneu,  Hendley  S.  Bea- 
nnct,  Benson.  Billingburst,  Binxbam,  Bliss,  Bococ^  Bnd- 
shaw,  BrancJi,  Brenton,  Buflinfton,  Burlingame,  Burnett, 
Cadwalader,  James  H.  Campbell,  Camtbers,  Ca^kie,  Ctuti- 
fee,  Ezra  Clark,  Clawson,  Clinfraan,  Uowell  Cobb,  WO- 
lianison  U.  W.  Cobb,  Colfax,  Coniins,  Covode.  CragiB, 
Crawford,  Cumback,  Damrell,  Davidson,  Timotny  Dans, 
Day,  Dean,  De  Wiu,  Dick,  Dickson.  Dodd,  Dowdrll,  Dor- 
fee.  EdmuniAiion,  Elliott,  Enjriisb,  Florence,  Thomas  J.  D. 
Fuller,  Giddings.  Gilbert,  Ooodo,  Grancer.  Greenwood, 
Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan,  idampson  wl  Hanis,  TlKNBaa 
L.  Harris,  Hickman,  Hollo  way,  Thomas  R.  Horton,  Hous- 
ton, Qoward,  Jewett,  (Seorge  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones, 
Kelsey,  Kidwell,  King,  Knapp,  Knight,  Knowlton,  Knoi, 
Leiter,  Letcher,  Lumpkin.  Samuel  S.  Marshall.  Matttwo, 
Maxwell,  McCafty,  McMullin,  McQueen,  Meacbam,  Smidi 
Miller,  Millson,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Mott,  Murray,  NTcIiqIs, 
Norton,  Andrew  Oliver, Mordecai  Oliver, Orr,  Facker^Par- 
ker,  Peapce,  Peck,  Pelton,  Perry,  Pettit,  Phelps,  Pike, 
Powell,  Prink le,  Purviance,  Quitman,  Richardson,  Robbina, 
Roberts,  Bumn,  Rust,  Sabin,  Sandidgo,  Sapp.  Savafc,  Sher- 
man, Shorter,  Simmons,  Spinner,  Stmiton,  Stewart,  Btraa- 
ahan,  Talbott.  Tnppan,  Taylor,  Thorington,  Thurston, 
Vail,  Wade,  Wakeman,  Walbridge,  Wahbon,  WaiMr, 
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ton,  Boriingune,  Ctdwalader,  Jam«i  H.  OftinpbeU,  Lewis 
D.  Campbell,  Chaffee,  Bxni  Clark,Clawaon.  CoUlu(,Coaiiifw, 
Covode.  Cox,  Crafin,  Cumback,  Damrell,  Henry  Wtauer 
Davis,  Timotnv  DavifllDay,  Dean,  ut  Witt,  Dick,  Dickaoii, 
Dodd,  Dunn,  Dnifee,  Edie,  EdmiindBOn,Emeridge,  Eustis, 
Henry  M.  Puller,  Oiddtaiga,  Gilbert,  Granger,  Grow,  Bobttt 
B.  Hall,  Harlan,  J.  Moniion  Barria,  BairiKm,  Haven,  Hoff- 
man, Holloway,  Thomas  R.  Horton,  Howard;  KelMy,  Ken- 
nett.  King,  Knapp,  Kni|dit,  Knowlton.  Kooi,  Konkel, 
Lake,  Leiter,  Lindley,  Mace,  ^exander  K.  Marshall, 
Humpbrey  MarshaM,  Matteaoiu  McCarty,  Meaduno*  Kil> 
lian  Miller,  MUIsod,  MUlward,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morrill, 
Mott,  Murray,  Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker, 
Pearce,  Pefton,  Pennington,  Perry,  Pettit,  Pike,  Pringle, 
Parviance,  Pnryear,  Reade,  Ricaud,  RitcUiie,  Rivers,  Rob> 
bins,  Roberts,  Sabin,  Sage,  Sapp,  Scott.  Sherman,  Siramoni, 
Sneed, Spinner,  Stanton, Stranaban, SWope, TappaiKTho- 
rington,  Thurston,  Todd,  Traflon,  Tyson,  VaJk,  Wade, 
WalbridgeiWaldroti,  Walker,  Calwaladcr  C.  Washbume, 
Blllhu  B.  Washbame,  Israel  Washburn,  Watson,  Welch, 
Welts,  Wheeler,  Whitney,  Wood,  Woodnff,  and  Wood- 
w6nh— 135." 

NAYS — Messrs.  Aiken,  Barclay,  Bell.Hendley  8.  Ben- 
nett, Buwie,  Branch,  Broom,  Burnett,  John  P.  Campbell, 
Carlile,  Carutfaera,  Caskie,  CUngman,  HoweH  Cobb,  Wil- 
liamson IL  W.  Cobb,  Crawford,  Cullen,  Davidson,  Dowdell, 
Elliott,  Evans,  Florence,  Foster,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller, 
Goode,  Greenwood,  Augustus  Hall,  Sampson  W.  Harris, 
Thomas  L.  Harris,  Herbert,  Hickman,  Houston,  Jewett, 
George  W.  Jones,  Kelly,  Kldwell,  Letcher,  LmnpkiB, 
Samuel  8^  Marshall,  Maxwell,  McMullin,  McQaieen,  Smith 
Miller,  Mordecai  Oliver.  Paihe,  Peck.  Phelps,  Pwter,  Pow- 
ell, Quitman,  Ready,  Richardson,  I6ifiln,  Rust,  Sandidge, 
Savage,  Shorter,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  R.  Smith, 
Stephens,  Stewut,  Talbott,  Trippe,  Underwood,  Vail, 
Warner,  Watkins,  WUliams,  Winsiow,  Daniel  B.  Wright, 
John  V.  Wright,  and  ZolUcofler— 73. 

So  the  resolution  waB  laid  on  the  table. 

Pending  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  HORTON,  of  Ohip,  announced  that  he  had 

paired  off  for  two  weeks  with  Mr.  Packer. 

ELECTION  BY  PLURALITY. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  offer  the  following  res- 
olution: 

Reioived,  That  the  House  Win  proceed  immediately  to 
the  election  of  a.  Speaker,  viva  voce;  and  if,  ^cf  the  roll 
shall  have  bebn  called  three  ctmes,  no  member  shah  have 
received  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  votes,  the  roll 
shall  again  be  called,  and  the  member  who  shall  then  re- 
ceive the  largest  number  of  votes,  provided  it  be  a  major- 
ity of  a  quorum,  shall  be  declared  to  be  chosen  Speaker. 

Mr.  60C0CK.  I  move  to  lay  that  resolution 
on  the  table. 

The  CLERK  ^The  ffentjeman  from  North 
Carolina  [Mr.  CLmoMANj  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  HERBERT.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  to  yield  to  me  for  a  moment,  that 
I  may  offer  an  amendment. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Before  a  vote  be  taken 
on  my  resolution,  I  will  give  my  friend  from 
California  [Mr.  Hrrbert]  an  opportunity  to 
present  his  amendment,  or  it  may  be  read  now, 
if  it  does  rtot  come  out  of  my  time. 

Mr.  HERBERT.  My  amendment  is  to  strike 
out  the  word  "immediately,"  in  the  resolution, 
and  to  insert  in  lieu  of  it  the  word  "to-mor- 
row." 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  As  to  that  point,  I  will 
leave  it  to  the  majority  to  decide  whether  the 
rule  shall  take  effect  immediately  or  to-morrow; 
I  am  ready  to  make  it  either  to-day  or  to-mor- 
row. But  before  a  vote  be  taken,  I  desire  to  say 
a  word  or  two  on  the  suBjject. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  when  the  gentleman 
who  stands  before  me  [Mr.  WA9ffBVRHK,  of  Wis- 
consin] offered  a  proposition,  some  week«  since, 
similar  in  effect  to  that  which  I  now  offer,  I 
declined  to  vote  in  support  of  it,  and  gave  my 
reason  therefor.  On  that  occasion  I  referred  to  a 
declaration  made  by  one  of  the  candidatei  ^or  the 
speakership.  *  Since  then,  that  candidate  [Mr. 
Banks]  has  disclaimed  the  opinions  which  were 
at  that  time  imputed  to  him.  I  do  not  change  my 
course  for  that  ceasort,  however,  or  on  account  of 
that  disclaimer,  because  my  course  now  would 
have  been  the  same  in  either  event.  I  then  said 
that  I  was  willing^  to  delay  for  some  time  before 
I  would  vote  in  tavor  of  that  proposition.  Some 
two  weeks  have  since  passed,  arid  I  tun  now  pre- 
pared to  support  it. 

I  hold,  Mr.  Clerk,  that  as  a  period  of  two 
months  has  elapsed  aince  this  House  met,  it  has 
become  necessary  for  us  noW  to  effect  an  org^aniza- 
tion.  We  have  tried  a  great  many  expedients, 
and  have  been  hitherto  unable  to  elect  a  Speaker. 
I  do  not  see  that  any  other  proposition  is  likely 
to  produce  an  organization,  and  therefore  I  offer 
this  one.  And  i  will  say  this,  in  reference  to  the 
plurality  rule,  Aat  no  man  can  be  elected  under 
It  who  18  not  the  choice  of  a  majority  of  this 
House  as  agcunst  his  opponent:  in  other  words, 
while  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 


Oaft]  and  the  gentleman  ft'om  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  Banks,]  for  example,  are  the  two  candidates 
receiving  the  highest  number  of  votes,  any  gen- 
tleman who  allows  the  one  to  be  elected  while 
his  vote  would  defeat  him,  prefers  him,  of  course, 
to  the  other;  and  therefore  a  majority  must  con- 
cur in  the  election  of  that  person  in  fact.  We  all 
understand,  in  truth,  that  the  third  party  of  gen- 
tlemen, who  vote  here  for  Mr.  Fuller,  will  be  the 
persons  to  determine  the  contest.  If  they  choose 
to  vote  for  our  candidate,  they  can  elect  him.  If 
they  decline  to  vote  for  him,  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Banks]  will  be  elected.  I 
do  not  undertake  to  advise  any  one  of  these  gen- 
tlemen how  he  ought  to  vote;  he  is  more  com- 
petent to  decide  for  himself  than  I  am  to  advise 
nim.  If  he  votes  to  suit  his  own  ideas  of  what 
is  ri^t,  I  shall  not,  of  course,  complain.  But, 
sir,  It  is  well  understood  that  these  gentlemen 
a^ee  with  us  on  the  slavery  question — for  you 
will  recollect,  Mr.  Clerk,  that  the  other  day, 
on  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Pul- 
ler] offering  a  proposition  against  slavery  agi- 
tation of  all  kinds,  we  came  up  in  solid  column 
and  passed  it — the  question  for  them,  therefore, 
is,  whether,  as  they  agree  with  us  on  that  great 
subject,  slaverV}  the  change  of  the  naturalization 
laws  is  not  of  less  importance  than  the  exist- 
ence of  the  Government.  That  question  I  leave 
to  these  gentlemen  to  decide,  knowing,  however, 
that  soine  of  them  have  declared  that,  m  the  event 
of  the  views  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 

gdr.  Banks]  being;  carried  out,  the  existence  of  the 
ovemraent  will  oe  imperiled.  Then,  the  point 
for  these  gentlemen  to  weigh  is,  whether  they 
look  upon  the  overthrow  of  the  Government  as  a 
less  evil  than  its  continuation  under  the  present 
naturalization  laws.  I  do  not  undertake  to  say 
how  they  will  decide  that  question,  but  it  is  the 
one,  I  take  it,  by  which  their  action  is  to  be  de- 
termined. 

But,  Mr.  Clerk,  I  propose  to  leave  every  gen- 
tleman to  vote  in  the  manner  he  deems  right  on 
the  resolution  I  have  offered.  I  have  offered  it 
on  my  own  responsibility,  and  hope  it  will  be 
adopted.  It  is  said,  however,  that  whoever  sup- 
ports it  will  be  responsible  for  the  election  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  if  its  adoption 
should  have  that  result.  I  do  not  think  so  at  all. 
They  will  only  be  responsible  for  producing  an 
organization  by  chan^ng  the  law  regulating  the 
election.  After  the  change  has  been  effected,  it 
will  then  be  for  the  electors  to  say  who  shall  be 
chosen  Speaker  under  it.  I  am  in  favor  of 
changing  the  law;  I  am  willing  to  bear  the  re- 
sponsibility of  that.  When  the  lyw  is  chan^d, 
then  it  is  for  the  electors  to  make  the  election. 
The  responsibility  of  that  rests  with  them.  Some 
year»  ago,  for  example,  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts failed  to  elect  members  of  Congress  under 
the  majoritv  system.  But  recently,  that  State 
had  adopted  the  plurality  rule  in  the  election  of 
their  members,  just  as ^e  have  in  most  of  the 
States,  in  fact.  Now,  this  Congress  has  a  right 
to  alter  that  law.  Suppose,  then,  that  a  gentle- 
man should  get  up  ana  say:  "  I  propose  to  alter 
the  plurality  law  by  which  mcmoers  have  been 
sent  here  from  Massachusetts,  because  I  find 
that  it  is  owing  to  the  plurality  system  that  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Banks,]  and 
others  whom  I  do  not  like,  have  been  returned 


refused  to  change  the  j^rality  system  under 
which  they  have  been  cnMen. 

t  am  governed  by  general  principles;  and  I 
preffer  the  plurality  rule  m  the  election  of  members 
6f  Conmss.  And,  sir,  although  I  prefer  to  see 
the  majority  rule  in  force  in  the  election  of  our 
officers  in  this  Hall,  in  the  first  instance,  yet, 
after  we  have  ^iven  it  a  fair  trial,  I  would  rather 
take  the  plurality  rule  than  to  continue  further  in 
this  state  of  disorganization. 

I  believe  that  the  importance  of  the  office  of 
Speaker  in  this  House  has  been  greatly  exaggper- 
ated  in  this  Congress.  The  Speaker  nas  r^y, 
practically,  little  more  power  than  any  other 
member.  He  has  only  one  vote,  and  no  right  to 
cast  that  except  in  case  of  a  tie,  while  others  vote 
every  time  on  the  floor.  •  * 

But  gentlemen  have  said  that  the  Speaker  has 
the  appointment  of  the  committees,  and  that  the 
committees  which  he  may  appoint  may  bring  in 


propositions  to  abolish  slavery,  and  every  other 
sort  of  aggressive  measures.  No  doubt  of  that. 
But  suppose  such  propositions  are  brought  in, and 
a  majonty  of  the  House  are  opposed  to  tbein; 
they  will  be  defeated,  and  no  mischief  can  be 
done.  On  the  other  hand,  if  a  majonty  of  the 
House  should  be  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  such 
measures,  any  member  could  move  them  at  any 
time,  and  my  friend  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
Orr]  being  in  the  chair  could  not  prevent  them 
fW)m  being  carried  by  the  House.  I  hold,  then, 
that  the  action  of  the  majority  would  not  be  ma* 
terially  affected  upon  any  of  the  great  questio&a 
before  the  House  by  the  person  whom  you  may 
place  in  that  chair.  ^ 

It  is  true  that  there  is  another  class  of  mieft> 
tions,  in  reference  to  which  the  patronage  of  the 
speakership  is  of  more  importance.  I  srcak  with 
respect  to  the  appointment  of  the  small  eonunitr 
tees,  such  as  the  Uommittee  on  Printing,  the  Com* 
OHitee  09  Engraving,  the  Committee  on  Patenti, 
the  Committee  of  ulaims,  dbc.  The  questiooi 
presented  by  those  committees  are  not  geoerally 
of  sufficient  importance  to  insure  a  thorough  ex- 
amination of  them;  and  hence  we  rely  to  a  grot 
extent  upon  the  statements  made  by  oie  conunit- 
tees;  ana,  therefore,  I  say  it  is  important  that  we 
should  have  honest  men  with  clear  heads  to  con- 
stitute them.  But  in  reference  to  the  great  ques- 
tions that  come  before  Congress,  every  man  wfll 
of  coarse  examine  them  fbr  himself,  and  will  act 
upon  them  independently  of  the  recommenda- 
tions of  committees. 

I  say,  therefore,  that,  in  my  opinion,  the 
power  of  the  Speaker  and  the  importance  oif  his 
election  have  been  neatly  exaggerated.  And  I 
maintain  fUrther,  that  there  never  was  a  time 
when  I  was  less  unwilling  to  see  my  politkal 
friends  lose  the  organization  of  the  House  than 
the  present.  We  have  the  Senate,  in  the  other 
end  of  the  Oapitol,  lai^Iy  and  unqualifiedly  upon 
our  side.  Wc  have  the  Executive  also  on  the 
side  of  the  Constitution ;  and,  if  mischief  origiiatet 
here,  it  will  be  promptly  arrested  by  them.  1  am 
sure  that  if  those  who  represent  the  plurality 
upon  this  floor  should  be  found  to  have  amajoritr 
of  the  House  upon  any  offensive  measure,— ana 
I  am  not  at  all  certain  that  they  have,— any  mi*- 
chief  they  might  attempt  to  enact  would  oe  de 
f^ted  in  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol. 

But  it  is  not  at  all  certain  that  those  geatlemen 
have  a  majority  here.  They  came  in  about  a 
year  and  a  half  ago,  on  a  high  tide;  lioee  that 
time  there  has  been  a  reflux.  In  the  clectioM 
held  last  fall,  in  many  of  the  districts  now  repre- 
sented here  by  these  gentlemen,  majorities  were 
found  against  thefii;  so  that,  if  they  were  dii- 
posed  to  enact  ofliensive  measures  here,  they 
would  not  be  supported  by  their  coDStitucDoei 
at  home,  and,  as  I  have  said,  their  action  wouW 
be  arrested  in  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol  and  by 
the  Executive.  Seeing  this,  and  having  m 
their  footing  at  home,  it  is  not  UkelytheywiU 
be  able  to  move,  even  here,  with  any  chance  of 


success.  , 

I  have,  therefore,  no  fears  of  any  mischief  i^ 
suiting  from  the  election  of  a  Speaker  hwe  by 
these  parties.  If  I  supposed  that  the  m"  of 
any  section  of  the  country  depended  w^^^v  "PJ? 
continuing  this  House  in  its  disorganized  cona- 
tion, I  should  say  that  the  Government  waf  nw 
worth  preserving  under  that  state  of  thing*. 

And  let  me  say,  further,  that  I  do  not  wisH  10 
disguise  the  fact,  that  if  a  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers sitting  here  are  favorable  to  the  cn^'^  a* 
measures  aggressive  as  to  the  rights  of  the  bouui 
I  would,  nevertheless,  be  wilfing  that,  under  oar 
republican  system,  they  should  <*^^*A"r^ 
course;  and  if  such  measures  are  broughtwrwi, 
I  shall  oppose  them  here,  wcfl  knowing  that  uaj 
will  be  defeated  elsewhere.  -^ 

But  if  the  President  and  the  Senate  were  ag«^ 
us,  so  that  measures  originating  here  onenrnj^ 
the  rights  of  any  portion  of  the  Union  wouW^ 
Kkely  to  be  finally  carried,  I  should  thenww 
fovpr  of  peipetual  disorgwizauon.    If  n^^ 
which  would  jusufy  revolution  w-ere  ii*e«7      . 
carried  out  by  every  branch  of  the  GovernmcBJ 
it  would  be  proper  that  they  should  be  rew» 
here.    Then  it  wovild  be  proper  that  the  coote^; 
if  it  is  to  commence,  shouM  begin  '**^'    ^ju 
nounced  upon  this  floor,  six  years  ago,  "^r^^^ 

occasion  when  there  was  a  P'^^P^^ir^VjSiindilw 
contest  m  the  country  between  the  r«orin  suu 
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Sir,  we  have  said— and  our  actions  will  bear  us  | 
out  in  the  assertion— that  we  are  unwilling  to  fuse 
with  any  party  at  the  sacrifice  of  our  principles. 
Then,  armed  as  we  are,  fUUy  prepared  to  meet  our 
opponents,  let  us  go  before  the  people,  bearing;  in 
one  hand  the  emblem  of  truth  and  justice,  and  in 
the  otJber  the  sword  of4>rinciple.  I  repeat,  sir, 
we  have  nothing  to  fear;  the  seal  of  condemna- 
tion will  be  placed  upon  the  acts  and  doings  of  a 
false,  pretended,  ana  hypocritical  philanmropy; 
and  wnen  the  mad  ianu  or  the  day  will  perish  and 
moulder  away  before  the  light  of  truth;  yea,  not 
a  solitary  votary  of  the  secret,  midnight  order  will 
be  founa  groping  around  the  unhallowed  altars 
of  the  idol  to  whom,  in  their  wild  fanaticism, 
they  would  now  sacrifice  friends,  kindred,  and 
brothers  as  victims  of  religious  proscription. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  rise  to  move  that  the 
resolution  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  wish  to  make  a  remark 
or  two. 

Mr-  WHEELER.  I  withdraw  my  motion, 
and  yield  the  floor  to  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia. 

Mr.  LETCHER  Mr.  Clerk,  I  have  been 
opposed,  from  the  first  to  the  last,  to  the  adop- 
tion of  the  plurality  rule.  I  regard  it  as  a  ques- 
tion involving  principle;  and,  so  regarding  it,  it 
can  never  receive  my  favor  or  support  m  this 
House.  The  southern  portion  of  this  country  is 
in  a  minority  here  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  in  a  minority  in  the  other  wing  of  the 
Capitol;  and  one  of  the  greatest  securities  which 
we  have  for  the  South  is  the  requisition  on  the 
part  of  those  elements  which  make  up  the  North 
that  they  shall  be  required  to  combine,  either  for 
the  purpose  of  organization  here,  or  for  the  pur- 
pose of  omanization  in  the  other  wing  of  the 
Capitol.  Kegcurding  it  in  this  view,  and  looking 
at  the  present  state  of  the  elements  which  are 
found  in  this  House,  I  cannot  recognize  a  prin- 
ciple which,  in  my  judgment,  is  calculated  to 
place  that  section  of  country  from  which  I  come 
at  a  greater  disadvantage  than  it  now  occupies. 

My  own  view  is,  that  the  result  of  this  election 
is  now  fixed  and  certain.  I  consider  the  presenta- 
tion of  this  plurality  rule,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances, an  indication  that  it  is  to  meet  with 
success;  and  I  do  not  see  the  slightest  necessity 
for  postponing  what  now  seems  inevitable  until 
Thursday.  If  the  resolution  is  to  be  adopted,  it 
seems  to  me  it  had  as  well  be  done  now  as  at  any 
other  future  time.  If  Mr.  Banks  is  to  get  a  plu- 
rality, and,  by  virtue  of  that  plurality,  is  to  be 
elevated  to  the  Speaker's  chair  of  this  House,  I 
see  no  reason  for  a  postponement  for  one  day. 
Regarding  it,  sir,  in  this  lisht,  as  fixed  and  cer- 
tain, as  a  test  I  move  that  Uie  resolution  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Will  the  eentleman  from 
Virginia  withdraw  his  motion  to  Jay  on  the  table, 
60  that  I  may  modify  my  resolution  ? 

Mr.  LETCHER.    For  that  purpose  only. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Mr.  Clerk,  on  consult- 
ation with  the  gentleman  from  California,  he 
waives  his  amendment;  and  I  now  ask  that  my 
resolution  stand  as  it  was  originally  moved — that 
it  take  effect  immediately. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  renew  my  motion  to  lay 
on  the  table. 

Subsequently,  Mr.  Letcher  withdrew  his  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  BOYCE.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  am  opposed  to  this 
resolution.  I  have  been  opposed  to  it,  and  I  expect 
to  continue  to  be  opposed  to  it  as  long  as  I  see  that 
it  will  produce  the  result  which  it  will  now  pro- 
duce. What  will  be  the  effect  of  this  resolution  ? 
Sir,  its  adoption  will  be,  in  efl^ect,  the  election  of 
Mr.  Banks.  It  is  plain,  beyond  all  doubt,  that  it 
would  be  the  election  of  Mr.  Banks.  Does  it  not 
then  become  the  members  of  the  Democraticparty 
to  pause  and  look  at  what  will  be  the  effect  or  their 
action  upon  this  plurality  resolution?  Are  they 
willing  to  take  a  single  step  towards  the  election 
of  Mr.  Banks  ?  I  look  upon  the  election  of  Mr. 
Banks  as  one  of  the  greatest  misfortunes  that  could 
happen  to  this  country.  Not  that  I  have  any 
personal  objections  to  him — not  at  all — but  on 
account  of  tne  political  principles  which  he  holds; 
and  with  me  men  are  nothing — principles  are 
everything.  I  look  upon  his  principles,  if  carried 
out,  as  death  to  the  Constitution  ana  to  the  Union. 


The  result  of  his  principles,  if  carried  out,  would 
be  inevitably  revolution;  and,  as  a  friend  of  peace, 
and  a  friena  of  the  Constitution  of  my  country,  I 
should  deplore  his  election  as  a  calamity  and  mis- 
fortune to  the  country. 

What  is  the  position  of  things  now,  if  we  go 
into  this  election  under  the  plurtSity  rule?  Why, 
it  appears,  Mr.  Clerk,  that  upon  the  last  ballot 
Mr.  jBanks  m^  ninety-nine  votes  to  Mr.  Orr's 


sixty -nine,  dUn  Mr.  Fuller's  thirty-four,  and 
that  there  were  some  five  scattering.  Well,  if  we 
so  into  an  election  now,  under  the  plurality  rule, 
Mr.  Banks  is  certain  to  be  elected,  unless  there 
is  a  union  between  the  Democratic  party  and  the 
American  party  of  the  South.  Will  that  union  take 
place?  I  thinK  that  that  union  is  impossible  at 
present.  After  the  debate  of  yesterday,  and  after 
Uie  manifestations  that  have  been  made,  and  the 
peculiar  condition  of  things  which  now  exisu,  it 
seems  to  me  that  a  union  upon  any  one  candidate 
under  the  plurality  rule  is  impossible.  What 
then  follows?  Why,  that  Mr.  Banks  would  be 
elected.  His  election  is  a  moral  certainty.  I 
think,  therefore,  that  we  ought  to  pause  before 
goin^  into  this  election.  It  naight  be  that,  by 
waiting  a  little  longer,  something  might  turn  up, 
and  that  those  conflicting  elements  which  are  sub- 
stantially agreed  upon  the  great  absorbing,  vital 
question  that  divides  the  country — the  question 
of  slavery — might  possibly  harmonize,  so  as.  to 
vote  for  one  man;  but  not  at  the  present  tim^.  I 
think  it  impossible  now.  I  think,  therefore,  that 
we  ought  to  wait  and  see  what  will  be  the  result. 

I  take  it,  Mr.  Clerk,  that  there  are  two  opinions 
upon  the  slavery  question  in  this  House  among 
the  Republicans:  one  represented  by  the  distin- 
guishea  gentleman  from  Indiana,  |^r.  Dunn,] 
who  looks  upon  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  re- 
striction as  a  violation  of  good  faith,  and  as 
renewing  the  slavery  agitation,  and  who  desires 
to  restore  that  compromise  in  order  to  give  peace 
to  the  country.  I  respect  that  feeling,  sir, although 
I  believe  it  to  be  a  mistaken  one.  But  there  is 
another  feeling,  in  favor  of  war,  war,  perpetual 
war,  against  the  South  and  her  institutions;  and 
that  is  the  feeling  represented  by  the  gentleman 
ftom  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Banks.]  I  asked  him 
if  he  was  in  favor  of  the  abolition  of  slavery  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  which  is  the  test  ques- 
tion. Did  he  not  refrain  from  answering  that 
question?  I  asked  him  if  he  believed  in  the 
equality  of  the  white  and  black  races,  and  was 
willing  to  legislate  to  produce  that  result;  and  his 
answer  is  before  the  country.  What  did  he  say 
one  day,  and  what  on  a  subseouent  occasion? 
Let  the  two  answers  go  together.  Then  it  appears, 
from  the  gentleman  *s  own  statement,  that  he  rep- 
resents the  most  anti-slavery  district  in  tlie  United 
States,  a  pregnant  intimation  of  his  own  opinions. 
Should  the  I^mocratic  party,  then,  who  can  alone 
rescue  the  country  from  its  impending  dangers — 
for  they  are  the  only  conservative  party  at  the 
North  of  adequate  powcj^— should  they,  or  should 
any  members  of  that  pa^,  vote  now  for  this  reso- 
lution, when  it  will  have  the  certain  efiiect  of  elect- 
ing the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  with  those 
opinions  on  the  slavery  question  ? 

It  seems  to  me  that  our  true  policy  is  not  to 
vote  for  this  resolution  now,  but  to  wait  for  future 
developmcBts — to  wait  until  it  becomes  a  question 
of  a  plurality  or  anarchy;  and  then  gentlemen 
may  decide.  For  my  own  part,  whenever  that 
question  is  put  to  me — to-day,  to-morrow,  n^xt 
week,  or  next  year — if  it  be  anarchy,  or  the  ex- 
treme anti-slavery  opinions  of  Mr.  Banks,  I  shall 
say  •*  anarchy  forever." 

,Mr.  BENNETT,  of  New  York.  Mr.  Clerk, 
I  am  in  favor  of  this  resolution.  I  was  here  in 
1849,  when  the  plurality  rule,  by  a  resolution 
precisely  like  this,  was  adopted,  under  which  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  CobbI  was  elected 
Speaker,  and  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  Winthropi  was  defeated.  Should  the  same 
rule  be  now  aaopted,  it  is  quite  uncertain  who 
would  be  elected  under  it.  Should  it  happen  to 
be  the  g^entleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Banks,]  it  would  only  be  a  fair  set-off  to  the 
election  in  1849. 

I  voted  for  the  plurality  rule  then,  although  we 
were  defeated ;  and  in  the  existing  state  of  parties 
in  this  House,  I  shall  vote  for  it  now,  whether 
its  effect  will  be  to  elect  or  defeat  the  candidate 
I  am  supporting.  I  vote  for  It  upon  principle; 
and  after  this  long  delay — more  than  twice  as  long 


as  ever  occurred  before — in  my  opinion,  the  pub- 
lie  interest  imperatively  requires  its  adoption. 
Where,  as  is  now  the  case,  there  are  more  than 
two  parties,  each  adhering  to  a  separate  organi- 
zation, and  voting  for  a  separate  canaidate,  neither 
of  which,  after  an  eight  weeks'  eflfort,  is  able  to 
command  the  votes  of  a  majority,  it  would  seem 
to  be  the  only  fair  and  practicable  mode  left  to 
organize  the  House,  so  as  to  reflect  the  senti- 
ments of  our  constituents.  How  else  can  it  be 
done?  Neither  party  can  be  required,  neiiber 
party  can  be  expected,  to  make  an  unconditional 
surrender.  Yet  this  House  must  be  organized, 
in  order  that  the  necessary  legislation  may  be  pro- 
ceeded with.  In  this  state  of  things  the  plurality 
rule  is  the  nearest  approximation  to  a  majority  it 
is  possible  to  obtain.  -It  is  right  in  principle,  for 
that  party  having  the  largest  number  of  Repre- 
sentatives ought  to  have  the  Speaker  from  their 
number.  It  has  authority  and  precedent  for  it.  h 
has  had  the  sanction  of  this  House  heretofore;  it 
is  the  rule  for  the  election  of  officers  in  nearly  all 
the  States  of  this  Union.  While  each  party  pe^ 
sistently  votes  for  its  candidate,  and  requuts  a 
majority  to  elect,  an  organization  i84)reTented,a9 
much  so  as  if  two  of  the  three  {ikrtiea  here  should 
refuse  to  meet  us  in  this  Hall,  cind  thus  prerent 
an  organization  by  the  wantof  a  quorum.  No  one 
would  Justify  that;  yet  requiring  a  majority,  ai 
parties  are  organizci  here,  equwly  preventa  an 
organization.  The  adoption  of  the  plurality  nile 
is  therefore  not  only  proper,  but  has  become  a 
matter  of  necessity. 

But  I  rose  to  obtain  a  vote  on  this  resolution, 
not  to  make  a  speech ;  and  as  this'  subject  in  all 
its  bearings  is  understood  by  every  gentleman,  I 
renew  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  H.  MARSHALL.  I  hope  the  genUeman 
will  withdraw  that,  just  for  one  moment.  1  will 
renew  it  after  a  single  observation. 

Mr.  BENNETT.  I  will  witlidraw  it  with  that 
understanding. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  hare  just 
arisen  to  say,  in  order  that  mv  voice,  t()o,inay 
reach  the  country  before  this  deed  is  done,  that 
I  expect  the  phirality  rule  will  prevail;  that  I 
expect  that  the  Democratic  party,  to  a  man,  will 
throw  their  votes  a^nst  it;  but  that  there  wiD 
be  a  sufficient  diversion  from  it  to  effect  the  pur- 

gose;  and  that  party  will  be  held  to  a  reaponsi- 
ility  for  the  ^consequence  by  the  country,  u 
much  as  he  would  be  held  to  a  responsibihty  for 
the  consequences  who  throws  a  lighted  squjo 
into  a  powder  magazine.  They  know  what  the 
consequence  will  be,  and,  as  a  matter  of  coaj*» 
when  the  conseouence  comes,  an  enlightened 
people  will  hold  them  to  the  responsibility  for  u. 
1  have  said  all  I  desire  to  say.  I  now  renew  the 
previous  question,  and  the  people  will  vi^t  tha 
responsibility  where  it  belongs. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  I  understand  the  pw 
vlous  question  has  been  demanded. 

The  CLERK.    It  has  been. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  I  move  to  lay  the  i«io- 
lution  upon  the  table.  .     , 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  Upon  that  moUon  I 
demand  the  yeas  and  nays.  .  _ 

Mr.  DO WDELL.  I  dfesirc  the  gentleman  bom 
New  York  [Mr.  Bemwett]  to  withdraw  the  de- 
mand for  the  previous  question  for  a  moment- 

Mr.  BENNETT.    I  cannot. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  ^^^^.^"y^ 
lay  the  resolution  upon  the  table,  and  it  ^^^' 
ed  in  the  negative— yeas  108,  nays  108;  wi« 
lows:  ^^ 

YEAS— Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barlodale,  Bel^  H^ 
8.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce,  ^nactitBTOOU,^^ 
Burnett,  CadwaIader,JohnP.CampJ>eU,C8rlile,(^wTO 
Caskie,  Bayard  Clark,  HoweU  Cobb,  WUIiam^  »:^ 
Cobb,  Cox,  Crawford,  CuUen,  Davidwn,  Hcn^gr 
Davj«.  Denver,  OowdelK  Dunn,  Edniund*on,  "■"gjjrjl. 


Harris,  Harrison,  Haven,  Hoifman,  Hou««>o>  ■' ^ 
George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Kennett,  J^^, 
Lake.  Letcher,  Undley,  Lumpkin,  Alexander  k^«  ^^ 

Humphrey  Marshall,  Samuel  8.  Mare^^^i-.TiSi  SW, 
Mul'sin,  McUueen, Smith MUler, MUIson, Mi"wart'™^ 
Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Paine,  Peck,  Pb^P»j  ?<*^'iinli*. 
Puryear,  Quitman,  Reade.  Ready,  R^<^*"i.^  ghortCf 
Rivers,  Ruffin,  Ruat,  Sandidge,  Savage,  w*o»^  ^Zjaiti, 
Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  Smith,  VVflham^  ^^^ 
Sneed,  Stephens,  Stewart,  Swope,  Talbott,  *"TOhe«l«f- 
wood,  Vail.  Valk,  Walker,  Warner,  )V""."Srri«ht,««» 
Wliimey,  Winslow,  Daniel  B.  Wrigbt,Jolin  >•  ""^  ' 
Zoliicofler— 108. 
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States  Navy,  remonstrating  against  the  action  of 
the  board  of^aval  officers  convened  under  the  act 
of  February  28, 1855,  as  unlawful,  ill-considered, 
and  unjust.    The  memorialist  states  that  he  is 
fifty-five  years  of  age,  in  the  full  possession  of 
health  and  faculties,  and  that  he  has  faithfully 
performed  his  ^uty  in  every  grade  during  a  pe- 
riod of  nearly  eighteen  years  sea-service,  without 
reproach  from  me  Government;  and  he  asks  at 
the  hands  of  this  body  that  measure  of  redress 
which  is  due  to  every  American  citizen.    I  move  . 
that  th<x  memorial  be  referred  to  the  Committed; 
on  Naval  Affairs. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  THOMSON,  of  New  Jersey.  I  also  pre- 
sent a  memorial  from  citizens  of  New  Jersey, 
asking  that  one  oi;more  ships  of  war  may  be  sent 
to  certain  islands  of  the  ocean  in  which  large  de-  | 
posits  of  guano  have  been  discovered,  to  protect  j 
American  citizens  who  claim  to  be  the  owners 
of  those  islands.  I  move  the  reference  of  the 
memorial  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.TOUCEY  presented  the  memorial  of  Com- 
mander Charles  H.  Jackson,  of  the  United  States 
Navy,  who  has  been  placed  on  the  reserved  list  in  i 
consequence  of  the  action  of  the  kite  naval  board,  | 
prayin|j  for  redress;  which  was  referred  to  tlie 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  HUNTER  presented  the  memorial  of  Mur# 
ray  Mason,  a  commander  in  the  Navy,  who  has 
been  placed  on  the  retired  list  in  consequence  of 
the  action  of  the  late  naval  board,  praying  that 
justice  may  be  awarded  to  him;  wnich  was  re- 
ferred «»  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affai/s. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Samuel  Forrest,  of  tlie 
United  States  Navy,  praying  to  be  allowed  com- 
pensation for  the  safe-keeping  and  disbursement  of 
moneys  derived  from  "  military  contributions'*  in 
California,  by  order  of  Commodore  Joqes;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

ELECTION  OF  A  PRINTER. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  Mr.  President,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  notice  which  I  had  the  honor  to 
submit  to  tlie  Senate  on  Monday  last,  I  now  move 
that  we  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  printer  on  the 
part  of  tne  Senate. 

Mr.  PISH.  I  hope  the  Senator  will  no.t  press 
that  motion  until  we  have  gone  through  the  regu- 
lar order  of  business.   I  have  apetition  to  present. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  In  reply  to  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  New  York,  I  beg  leave  to 
say,  that  we  have  appropriated  every  morning 
during  the  session  to  the  reception  of  petitions. 
I  think  that,  in  the  present  posture  of  affairs,  we 
could  dispense  with  submitting  petitions,  when 
it  is  known  to  the  Senate  that  nothing  practical 
can  be  accomplished  by  presenting  tliem  now. 
Besides,  I  do  not  suppose  that  much  time  will  be 
consumed  in  the  election  of  a  printer.  The  law 
requires  us  to  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  printer 
at  the  commencement  of  every  Congress.  Surely 
we  have  had  ample  time  to  make  up  our  minds 
as  to  whom  we  prefer  for  that  position,  and  the 
sooner  we  elect  one  the  better  for  the  convenience 
of  the  Senate,  and  all  others  who  may  l)c  con- 
nected with  the  execution  of  the  work.  I  trust 
that  not  only  the  Senator  from  New  York,  but 
Senators  generally,  will  yield  to  my  motion,  that 
we  may  dispose  of  that  question.  We  have,  this 
morning,  had  several  documents  referred  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed;  but  until  a  printer  be  elected 
they  cannot  be  printed,  without  such  a  special 
order  as  we  have  heretofore  been  compelled  to 
adopt.  There  is  an  immense  quantity  of  busi- 
ness pressing  on  tlie  Senate;  and  I  trust  the  Sen- 
ate will  now  dispose  of  the  question,  and  proceed 
to  the  election  of  a  printer.  -^ 

Mr.  FISH.  If  the  motion  is  in  order,  of  course 
I  cannot  object  to  its  being  put;  but  I  hope  the 

fentleman  will  wait  a  while  before  presenting  it. 
n  reply  to  the  appeal  which  he  has  made  to  me, 
1  will  say  to  the  honorable  Senator  that,  while 
rumor  says  that  he  and  his  friends  have  had  an 
opportumty  of  consulting  upon  this  subject,  the 
small  party  to  which  I  belong  here  has  not  yet 
had  such  an  opportunity;  and  we  may  not  be, 
perhaps,  quite  so  well  prepared  as  he  is  to  go  into 
an  election.  If  his  motion  is  in  order,  though, 
the  Sinate  will  decide  the  question.  I  supposed 
the  business  first  in  order,  before  the  reception  of 
resolutions,  was  the  reception  of  petitions.  i 

The  PRESIDENT.    It  is  in  the  power  of  the  I 


Senate  to  suspend  the  regular  order  of  business 
by  a  rote.  The  Senator  from  Alabama  moves  to 
suspend  the  prior  order  of  business  for  the  pur- 
pose of  proceeding  to  the  election  of  a  printer  to 
tliis  body. 

Mr.  BROWN.  On  that  motion  I  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and,  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  26,  nays  25;  as  follows: 

VEAd^Mesers.  Allen,  Bayard,  Btp^,  Bigler,  Bright, 
Brodhead^CaiM,  Clay,  Evaii^,  Fitzpatriek,  Hunter,  IveMon, 
JoliDnon,  Jones  of  Jowa,  MaiIor>',  Maiion,  Pugh^RUMk,  Se- 
bastian, Hiidell,  Stuart.  Thomson  of  New  Jer«ey,  Toucey, 
Trumbull,  Wcller,  and  Wrtehl— 38. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Bell  of  New  nampshire,  Bell 
of  TenneHsee,  Brown,  Butler,  Clayton,  Collaoier,  Critten- 
den, Durkce,  Fetssenden,  Fish,  Foot,  Foster,  Geyer,  Har- 
lan, Houston,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Pearee.  Pratt,  Seward, 
Sumner,  Thompison  of  Kentucky,  Toomba,  Wade,  and 
Wilson— 25. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 
^  The  PRESIDENT.    Senators  will  please  pre- 
pare their  ballots. 

The  pages  proceeded  to  collect  the  ballots  of 
Senators.    

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  Are  we  bow  proceed- 
ing to  the  election  of  a  printer  ?  I  should  like  very 
much  to  inquire  whether  the  duties  of  this  oflfice 
were  performed  satisfactorily  by  the  late  printer 
to  tlie  Senate.  I  believe  it  has  been  the  custom 
of  the  Senate  to  reelect  faithful  officers. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  Do  I  understand  the 
gentleman  to  question  me  on  that  subject? 

Mr.  CLAY.  I  call  the  Senators  from  Alabama 
and  Kentucky  to  order.  I  believe  this  conversii- 
tion  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  WELLER.    The  Senate  is  now  balloting. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  Well,  sir,  as  no  one  is 
disposed  to  answer,  I  must  taKe  it  for  granted  that,^ 
he  did  properly  perform  his  duties,  and  I  must 
vote  accoraina^ly. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  So  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, I  have  nothing  to  allege  against  him. 

The  PRESI  DENT  pro  Ifwipore  having  can  vassed 
and  counted  the  ballots,  announce  that  the  whole 
number  of  ballots  was  53;  necessary  to  a  choice 
27;  of  which— 

A.  O.  P.  Nicholson  received 94 

Beverley  Tucker ^,.,.8 

Gamaliel  Bailey 4 

Blanchard 4 

H.  M.  Watterson 4 

Galea  h.  Seaton 9 

JohnC.  Rives 1 

J.  Watson  Webb 1 

Colnmbui  Alexander 1 

Blanks 9 

As  no  person  had  received  a  majbrity  of  the 
votes  given,  there  was  no  choice. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Senators  will  prepare  their 
votes  for  the  second  ballot. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  desire  to  ask  whether,  in 
determining  the  result  of  the  ballots,  blanks  are 
counted  ?  1  presume  gentlemen  have  been  voting 
under  the  impression  that  they  would  be  counted. 

The  PRESIDENT.  In  announcing  the  result, 
two  blanks  were  reported. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.    Are  they  counted  ? 

The  PRESIDENT.  They  were  counted, 
though  the  Secretary  stated  to  tlie  Chair,  a  moment 
since,  that  it  has  been  the  practice  of  the  Senate 
heretofore  not  to  consider  them  as  ballots. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  think  it  would  \ye  better 
to  have  that  question  settled,  before  we  proceed 
further. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  is  under  the 
impression  that  they  are  entitled  to  be  counted  as 
votes.  

Mr.  YULEE.  What  would  have  been  the 
result  if  the  blanks  were  regarded  as  acqTliescing 
votes  ? 

The  PRESIDENT.  It  would  not  4iave  altered 
the  result  as  announced. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Senate  to  the  fact,  that  in  the  case  of  the 
contested  election  of  a  Senator  from  Florida  some 
vcars  ago,  it  was  determined  unanimously  that 
blank  ballots  should  be  counted  as  votes. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  is  under  the 
impression  that  blanks  are  entitled  to  be  counted 
as  votes. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  .With  great  deference  to  the 
Chair,  I  must  say  that  I  doubt  it. 

Mr.  YULEE.  I  think  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  the  settled  practice  of  the  Senate  has  been 
otherwise;  and  if  the  question  should  be  material 
to  this  election,  it  would  be  proper  to  oKamine  into 
that  fact. 


The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  thinks  thit 
blanks  are  entitled  to  be  counted  as  vote«.  He 
so  decides,  and  lie  will  count  them,  uolesi  the 
Senate  otherwise  order. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  understand  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator  from  Florida  [Mr.  Yitlee]  to  expreMadif. 
ferent  opinion,  and  to  intimate  that  if,  on  tiui 
ballot,  tne  omission  to  count  the  blanks  wooid 
alter  the  result  favorably  to  the  candidate  whom 
he  advocates,  he  will,  notwithstanding  the  opinion 
of  tlie  Chair,  and  although  persons  may  vote  with 
that  opinion  in  view,  contend  that  the  gentlem&o 
whom  he  favors  has  been  elected.  1  hope,  there- 
fore, that  the  Senate  will  settle  the  quettion  pre- 
liminary to  voting  the  second  time,  or  that  ilte 
ballots  may  be  withdrawn  from  the  ballot-box,  lo 
that  we  may  begin  anew. 

Mr.  RUSK.  There  is  no  instance  within  my 
recollection  where  blanks  have  not  been  counted 
in  our  ballotings,  and  I  recollect  a  dozen  wiiere 
they  have  been. 

The  PRESIDENT.  If  any  Senator  appeili 
from  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  the  questioaviil, 
of  course,  be  submitted  to  the  Senate  for  decitioo. 

Mr.  YULEE.  1  will  state,  for  the  infonaatjon 
j  of  the  Senate,  that»  having  occasion  at  one  time  to 
1  examine  the  question,  I  became  satisfied  that  the 
fact  was  as  I  nave  stated  it.  The  Secretary  of 
this  body,  who  has  bad  very  lon^  experience, 
will  be  able  to  state,  as  I  think  he  slated  to  meal 
the  time  to  which  I  allude,  that  the  settled  prac- 
tice of  the  Senate  was  not  to  regard  or  count 
blemks  as  having  any  effect  upon  an  election.  1 
have  no  doubt  that  has  been  the  settled  practice 
of  the  Senate  from  a  very  early  day.  As  I  uwi«r- 
stand  from  the  Chair,  however,  that  this  question 
does  not  affect  the  resuH  in  the  present  caie,  1 
raise  no  objection  now. 

Mr.  BROWN.  We  are  now  taking  a  vote,  and 
if  we  do  not  decide  thye  point  now,  wiien  ahallwe 
do  so? 

The  PRESIDENT.  If  such  be  the  pleasureof 
the  Senate,  the  Chair  will  submit  the  question  U) 
the  Senate  for  decision. 

Mr.  FOOT.  I  understand  the  Chair  to  decidi 
that  blank  votes  are  to  be  counted  as  ballots. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  has  so  decided. 

Mr.  FOOT.  I  take  it,  that  stands  a»  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Senate,  unless  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  be  reversed. 

The  PRESIDENT  having  canvassed  the  toIm, 
announced  the  result  of  the  second  ballot,  as  fol- 
lows: Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  53;  ne««* 
sary  to  a  choice,  27;  of  which— 

A.  O.  P.  NicholB((n  received » ^ 

Beveiley  Tucker «••  * 

Blancbard # • 

H.  M.  VVatter>ou , »••  * 

Galea  h.  Seaton I 

C.  H.  liayden « J 

John  C.  Uive8 | 

Colunibu"*  Alexander ••  J 

Gamaliel  Bailey • • 

Blanks » 

No  person  having  received  a  majority  of  tfa* 
whole  number  of  votes  cast,  there  was  no  eleciioa. 

Mr.  FOOT.  I  hope  the  Senate  will  now  pro; 
ceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  special  onlerof 
the  day,  on  whicK  the  Senator  from  NewYort 
[Mr.  Seward]  is  entitled  to  the  flqor. 

Mr.  VULEE.  I  beg  leave  at  this  point  to  stat^^, 
for  the  information  of  the  Senate,  that  thpre  is  an 
express  rule  of  the  House  of  Reproscatatircs  pro- 
viding that  in  their  elections  blanks  shall  noi  w 
counted.     In  this  body  it  has  been  the  uniform 

Cractic'e  to  pursue  the  same  course.  I  do  not 
now  that  we  have  any  specific  rule  to  that  effect, 
but  I  am  certain  that  has  been  the  practice  of  iM 
Senate. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  is  not  awrt 
of  the  existence  of  any  such  rule  of  the  SeDaW. 
If  there  is  one  found  to  that  eifect,  the  Chair  ww 
certainly  enforce  it.  The  question  now  beforj 
the  Senate  is  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from 
Vermont,  to  suspend  the  prior  orders  of  bosuif" 
for  th«  purpose  of  proeeeding  to  the  considcrauoa 
of  the  special  order.         *  ^        ,     ».^ 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  hope  it  will  te  un^«"X 
now  whether,  after  the  debate  on  the  spccia^  om 
shall  be  finished  to-day,  the  votinff  shall  tncn 
continue,  or  shall  be  postponed  until  to-mon^ 
so  that  those  of  us  who  may  nol  desire  to  n?n»aw 
here  during  the  entire  -debate  can  absent  o<^ 
selves,  if  we  think  proper,  and  come  bade  for  urc 
purpose  of  voting.    Toliccompliah  this  object 
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Mr.  WALKER  proceeded :  Some  one  has  sent 
me,  from  New  York,  a  paper  published  in  that 
city  under  the  very  significant  title  of  "Radical 
Abolitionist. "  In  that  paper  there  is  an  editorial 
under  the  head  of"  Light  Increasing,"  in  which 
the  editor  goes  on  to  quote  an  article  which  he 
says  appeared  in  the  New  York  Tribune  of  Jan- 
oary  8,  in  a  letter  from  Washinjjton,  signed  "  H. 
G.  I  did  not  see  the  paper  referred  to,  and  my 
eye  never  fell  upon  the  article  until  I  read  it  in 
this  journal.  I  will  read  to  tlie  House  the  portion 
of  the  article  here  quoted. 

Mr.  SAVAGE.  If  this  is  to  be  an  explanation 
founded  upon  a  newspap«?r  article,  I  object  to  its 
proceedinff  further,  as  out  of  order. 

Several  Members.    Go  on  !  go  on! 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  tliinks  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama  is  in  order. 

Mr.  SAVAGE.  If  the  editor  to  whom  the  gen- 
tleman refers  is  in  town,  I  think  he  should  settle 
the  matter  with  him,  out  of  the  House. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  it  is  too  late 
to  raise  objection  to  the  gentleman  proceeding. 

Mr.  SAvAGE.  I  think  it  is  not  only  in  der- 
ogation of  the  rights  of  this  House,  but  that  it  is 
in  bad  taste  to  bnn^  in  newspaper  articles  upon 
this  floor.  I  am  willing,  however,  to  make  ex- 
ceptions in  cases  where  the  editor  may  be  in  a 
distant  part  of  the  country;  but  where  the  editor 
is  here  in  the  city,  I  thinK  exceptions  should  be 
taken  to  his  article  out  of  the  House. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see is  out  of  order.  The  Clerk'put  the  question 
to  the  House,  if  there  was  any  objection  to  the 
explanation  being  made,  and  no  objection  was 
made.  It  is,  therefore,  too  late  to  object  to  his 
going  on  at  this  stage  of  the  proceedings. 

Mr.  WALKER.  Tttere  is  nothing  personally 
oflfensive  in  the  article.  I  merely  wished  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  it,  because  it  mis-  • 
stated  my  position,  and  because  it  evidently  con- 
founded me  with  another  member  upon  this  floor. 
Whenever  articles  make  jheir  appearaiice  that  are 
personally  offensive  to  me,  I  shall  follow  the  sug- 
gestioQ  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  and  not 
trouble  the  House  with  them.  The  portion  of 
the  article  quoted  in  this  paper,  to  which  I  have 
referred,  is  m  these  swords: 

"  Mr.  WA.LKKR,  of  Alabama,  averred  himself  not  a  full 
member  of  tlie  Domocraiic  nor  of  any  oib»^r  ptirty,  but  a 
deadly  opponent  of  gquatter  sovtireignty,  aii.l  a  champion 
of  the  southern  doctriiu",  iliut  ntjy  t»lavoholctcr  may  take 
slavery  into  any  Territory,  and  there  exu^tn  no  power  any- 
where to  turn  or  keep  it  out.  He  closed,  very  naturally, 
with  an  expression  of  bia  cordial  appro\'al  of  the  Prcni- 
dent^a  messuge,  and  an  avowal  of  IiIh  ptirpoM^  to  support 
General  Pierce,  should  he  be  a  candidate  for  rei-Iection. 

"  Mr.  Israel  WAflUDiraN,  of  MaitTe,  remarked  that  the 
gentleman '««  doctrine  would  be  orthodox  Donioeracy  iWiri 
year,  but  would  i-oon  bo  superseded  by  the  broader  and  more 
logical  a^umption,  that  any  slaveholder  may  take  bis  human 
cbatteld  int'j  any  State  or  any  Territory— a  citizen  of  Houth 
Caroluia- being  aH  much  entitled  to  prot»»ction  in  the  use  and 
enjoyment  of  hh*  property  in  New  York,  a*  a  cirixen  of 
Verraou^  baa  to  like  protection  in  regard  to  his  property." 

Now,  sir,  there  is  certainly  nothing  personally 
offensive  in  this  language,  taken  from  the  New 
York  Tribune.  My  purpose  in  rising  now  is 
merely  to  correct  a  mistake  as  to  my  position. 
The  House  will  remember,  that  some  days  ago  a 
debate  ensued  i»pon  this  floor,  in  which  the  gen- 
tleman front  South  Carolina,  JMr.  Keitt,]  in 
defininghis  position,  spoke  of  his  non-connection 
— technically  so  to  speak — with  the  Democratic 
parly,  and  stated  that  he  had  thus  far  ?T«'nerally 
acted  with  them  because  he  approved  of  the  prin- 
ciples announced  by  them,  and  that  he  had  sup- 
fortcd  both  their  nominees  for  Speaker  in  this 
louse,  because  hft  conceived  them  to  occupy 
sound  conservative  opinions  upon  all  the  great 
questions  of  the  day. 

Now,  it  is  apparent  that  in  this  article  I  have 
been  confounded  with  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina^  I  have,  at  no  time,  in  my  place,  even 
alluded  to  the  President's  messaj^e,  except  at  the 
time  of  the  appearance  of  the  Kansas  message, 
expressing  my  desire,  by  my  vote,  that  the 
message  should  be  received  and  read  by  the 
House. 

And,  sir,  inasmuch  as  this  article  may  find  its 
way  into  my  district,  and  may  there  give  rise  to 
misconceptions  as  to  what  is  my  true  position 
here,  I  have  felt  it  due  to  myself  to  state  what 
are  the  facts. 

Now,  sir,  while  I  agree  with  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  futly  upon  this  question  of 
squatter  sovereignty,  I  nave  never  publicly  in 


this  Hall  made  any  allusion  to  the  President's 
mes.sas^e;  and  I  have  certainly  never  committed 
myselt*  to  support  any  man  (or  the  Presidency. 
Afcer  the  Hous«*  has  organized,  doubtless,  a  more 
fitting 'Occasion  may  present  itself,  when  I  can, 
with  less  impropriety  than  now,  state  fully  and 
at  lars^e  my  views  upon  both  of  the  messages. 

I  will  remark,  however,  now,  that  in  my  opin- 
ion the  general  tone  of  the  annual  message  is 
much  tooc  commended.  As  far  aa  its  diction  is 
concerned,  it  is  in  my  judgment  most  admirable. 
In  that  portion  of  the  message  in  which  the  Pres- 
ident gives  a  history  of  the  circumstances  and 
principles  involved  in  the  organization  of  this 
Government,  and  in  that  portion  in  which  he  more 
particularly  dwells  upon  the  relations  of  the  sev- 
eral States  to  the  Feoeral  Government,  and  that 
which  discusses  the  constitutional  aspects  of 
slavery,  it  meets  my  most  earnest  and  cordial  ap- 
proval. I  believe  the  statements  to  be  historically 
true;  and  I  believe  the  opinions  expressed  to  be 
in  accordance  with  the  Constitution  of  the  coun- 
try. 

Now,  sir,  as  regards  the  Kansas  message,  I 
will  state  this:  It  has  a  great  merit — a  merit  not 
always  to  be  found  in  grave  State  papers — that  is, 
its  exceeding  clearness  of  statement.  That  its 
narrative  is  strictly  true  I  have  no  doubt.  1  am 
not  prepared  to  follow  the  President  in  the  nice 
distinction  which  he  has  drawn  between  his  power 
to  employ  4he  instrumentality  of  the  army,  di- 
rectly in  the  enforcement  of  law,  and  the  placing 
of  a  portion  of  the  military  force  of  the  countrj* 
under  the  control  of  the  marshal  of  the  Territory 
as  a  part  of  the  posse  comitaius.  When  the  oppor- 
tunity occurs,  I  shall  take  occasion  to  discuss  that 
portion  of  the  message. 

Now,  sir,  I  have  made  these  remarks  merely 
because  the  article  to  which  my  attention  was 
called,  and  to  which  I  have  asked  the  attention  of 
the  House,  not  only  committed  me  upon  the  mes- 
sage when  I,  in  fact,  had  said  nothing  about  it, 
nor  have  I  committed  myself  to  any  man  for  the 
presidency. 

Mr.  Clerk,  in  reference  to  this  matter  I  have 
this  to  say:  If  the  party  to  which  I  belong  shall 
nominate  for  the  presidency  a  man  who  shall 
have  the  requisite  aoility,  a  man  true  to  the  Con- 
stitution and  laws,  a  man  whose  statesmanship  is 
not  narrowed  down  by  the  interests  or  prevailing 
sentiment  of  sections,  but  is  large  ana  cortapre- 
hensive  enough  to  enable  him  to  wield  the  powers 
of  the  Government  for  the  general  eood — a  man, 
who,  under  tlie  instinct  of  a  nigh  ana  true  patriot- 
ism, sets  his  face  against  all  fanatical  and  sec- 
tional eflbrts  to  destroy  the  peace  of  the  country — 
a  man  who  acknowledges  the  sovereignty  and 
equality  of  these  States,  and  the  equal  rights  of  all 
the  citizens  of  all  the  States  to  go  into  the  com- 
mon Territories  with  their  property,  of  any  and 
all  kinds,  without  let  and  molestation;  ana  who 
recognizes,  as  an  evil,  a  large  and  ever-increasing; 
fdreiffn  population,  and  especially  the  ease  with 
which  foreigners,  with  tneir  old  nationalities 
and  alien  sympathies,  are  manufactured  into 
citizens,  would  inaugurate  a  new  and  diflierent 
policy — that  m€m  shall  receive  my  hearty  and 
cordial  support.  But  if,  on  the  contrary,  that 
party  should  not  nominate  such  a  man,  but  shall 
present  one  lacking  the  qualities  of  which  I  have 
spoken,  I  say  here  that  no  mere  party  allegiance 
shall  force  me  to  stand  under  his  banner;  and 
in  such  an  event  I  shall  render  my  support  to 
that  man  who  comes  nearest  to  my  demands,  I 
care  not  what  party  he  may  lead.     Party  obliga- 

enouffh  to  induce  me 


strong 


tions  can  never  be  _ 

to  waive  the  suggestions  of  duty. 

Mr.  A.  K.  JVIARSHALL.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  do- 
sire  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  House  for  a 
single  moment — and  I  am  more  desirous  to  do  so 
since  the  introduction  of  the  pending  proposition 
by  my  colleague  [Mr.Cox] — toamisappreucnsion 
in  the  Union  newspaper  of  the  remarks  which  I 
made  here  day  before  yesterday. 

The  CLERK.  Has  the  call  for  the  previous 
question  been  withdrawn } 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  hope  that  my  colleajgue 
will  withdraw  the  call  for  the  previous  question. 
I  will  renew  it. 

Mr.  COX.   I  withdraw  the  call  for  the  previous 


question,  with  the  understanding 


he 


that  my  col- 
concludes  what  he  nas  to 


league  will,  when 
say,  renew  it. 
Mr.  MARSHALL.    I  merely  desire  to  correct 


a  statement  which  has  been  made  in  the  Union. 
It  is  as  follows: 

"  Tlie  proposition  of  Hon.  A.  K.  Marshall,  of  Kemncky, 
oallin?  for  the  witlidrawal  of  all  party  candii^w  -for 
Speaker,  gave  rine  to  a  very  animated  discuiidon,  in  the 
courftc  of  which  two  of  the  National  Americana,  Messrs. 
WuiTJJKY  and  CcLLEN,  declared  that  they  would  nevcf 
vote  for  an  Administration  Democrat,  or  one  who  took  pan 
in  the  Democratic  caucus — a  somewhat  forcible  cofomfGi 
upon  Mr.  Marshall's  appeal  Against  party  candidiRt, 
and  especially  Uj)on  hii<  proposal  to  take  any  Democnuooi 
selected  by  tlie  Democrats  in  caucus." 

I  will  merely  state  that  that  was  not  the  propoii- 
tion  which  I  made  on  that  occasion.  I  said  inen, 
that  if  the  resolution  which  I  had  offered  would 
pass,  and  the  caucus  candidates  of  all  parties  be 
withdrawn — and  Treally  did  not  expect  that  the 
candidate  of  the  other  side  would  be  withdrawn, 
and  I  did  not  care  whether  he  was  or  not-Hki  if 
thfe  Democratic  party  would  acquiesce  in  it  I  would 
be  willing,  and  those  who  actedf  with  me  I  thought 
would  be  willing,  to  select  one  from  among  their 
number  for  whom  we  would  cast  our  votes;  or, 
if  that  proposition  would  hot  suit  them,  that  they 
might  select  any  one  from  our  number,  and  we 
would  unite  witn  them  to  elect  in  either  event. 

I  will  now,  Mr.  Clerk,  take  occasion  to  repeat 
my  declaration  to  those  of  ray  friends,  and  ot  the 
otner  side  of  the  House  who  propounded  their 
questions  to  me  on  that  day,  and  when  I  was  not 
allowed  tim«  to  answer  them  as  fully  as  I  desired. 
To  those  who  demanded  my  authority  for  this  sort 
of  proposition,  1  will  simply  repeat  what  I  then 
stated,  that  I  had  had  no  actual  consultation  with, 
no  actual  authority  from,  my  party  to  make  it;bat 
I  thought,  and  still  think,  that  an  examination 
of  the  record  which  that  party  has  made  on  this 
floor  will  very  readily  convince  friends  and  ene- 
mies that  the  proposition  was  not  made  without 
some  JHSt  ground  of  belief  that  il  would  be  accept- 
able to  them.  And  1  may  be  permitted  to  say 
that  the  proposition  which  has  emanated  from 
my  colleague  entirely  accords  with  the  one  which 
I  made  the  other  day.  I  renew  the  call  for  the 
previous  qiiostion. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  do  not  want  to  oppose 
the  resolution,  but  merely  to  refer  to  a  remark 
which  was  made  on  yesterday,  and  I  therefore 
hope  that  the  call  for  the  previous  question  may 
be  withdrawn  for  that  puipose. 

Mr.  COX.  My  collea^e  has  renewed  the 
call  for  the  previous  question,  under  hi«r  under- 
standing with  me.  I  will  witlidraw  it  now  a^aini 
on  the  promise  that  the  gentleman  from  Noria 
Carolina  will  renew  it.  I  do  no^yself  see  the 
necessity  for  further  debate.     "^  have  ail  ex- 

f)ressed  our  opinions  on  the  subject,  some  at 
eiigth  and  others  briefly.  The  resolution  explains 
itself;  we  all  understand  each  other,  and  I  do 
not  think  that  there  is  any  necessity  for  further 
debate.  „  . 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  will  renew  the  call  for 
the  previous  question.  I  do  not  propose  to  oppo« 
the  resolution,  but  I  want  to  correct  a  misappre- 
hension which  the  gontleman  's  colleague  [^- "; 
Marshall]  fell  into  on  yesterday,  and  ^DJfY 
could  not  then  correct,  because  he  dcnianded  m 
previous  question;  I  am  happy  to  do  itno*^'  *' 
IS  just  to  him,  to  me,  and  to  the  House,  iw 
gentleman  remarked  that,  if  the  plurality  niie 
passed,  he  would  hold  the  Democratic  P^JJ^' 
sponsible  for  it;  and  he  seemed  to  think  that  jo 
adoption  would  inevitably  lead  to  the  elertion  oi 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  °^^^A 
I  am  surprised  that  a  gentleman  as  ^fj^^  • 
is  would  have  made  such  a  mistake,  "^y*  ^'^ 
nothing  was  further  from  my  purpose  ^^"  J® 
elect  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  vn  w 
contrary,  I  intended  to  bring  him  up  to  a  9^f^^- 
where  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  and  "iw 
friends  miftht  decapitate  him.  Would  they  hs'J 
done  it  ?  They  have  pledged  themselves  to  stanu 
on  the  twelfth  section,  or  a^inst  slavery  agitatwiH 

as  the  corner-stone  of  their  P^*^*^®*™'  ,  \  /theJ 
that  that  is  a  paramount  question/  and  that "»; 
will  defend  the  rights  of  the  Soutti  agamst  even 

thing  eh^e.  If  they  were  true  to  those  P"""Pvj  * 
y  were  true  to  the  interests  of  their  own  secu' 


tliin 
the 


uiey  were  true  to  inemieresisoi  un;n  ""  ■  .^^ 
if  they  were  patriots,  they  were  bound  to  le 
ax  fall  on  the  head  of  the  gentlenfian  .""^"^ '*],^,;j 
sachusetts;  because  by  the  combination  oi^^^ 
vote  with  our  vote,  with  the  aid  of  f^"'**Jf"^'^j„  j 
we  are  sure  of,  we  are  in  a«nnjority  of  **"  ■_ 
full  House.  The  gentleman  from  P^'^i'^y;' v,J 
[Mr.  Fuller,]  and  the  gentleman  fi;^f  '  , 
York,  [Mr.  Wheeler,]  who,  it  is  well  Kno 
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Mr.  CLINGM AN.  Then  the  gentleman  must 
go  with  us  until  be  seea  the  slave  question  safe, 
and  postpone  the  other  questions. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  1  have  no  concealments 
upon  the  subject.  The  Republicans  already  have 
been  assuredf  by  me  that  I  have  no  sympathy 
whatever  with  them,  and  that  I  hold  their  political 
agitation  of  questions  |iffecting  the  quiet  and 
safety  of  the  slaveholding  States  in  utter  abhor- 
rence. I  claim  nothing  from  them  towards  me; 
I  can  never  lend  them  my  assistance  in  the  pros- 
ecution of  their  purposes,  directly  or  indirectly — 
by  a  vote  for  their  candidate,  or  by  giving  them  a 
onance  of  attaining  them  by  a  plurality .  So  far  as 
there  may  be  acting  with  them  Americans  from 
the  Nortn,  assisting  them  to  elevate  to  the  chair 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Banks^] 
who  has  not  on  this  floor  claimed  to  belong  to  tlie 
American  party- — 

Mr.  CLINGTMAN.    Last  Congress  he  did. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  So  he  may  have  done, 
but  what  may  he  not  have  done  fo  the  contrary 
since  the  ladst  Congress  ?  They  who  support  him 
now,  in  his  present  views  as  expressed  here,  do 
not  affiliate  with  us  in  political  principles,  and  I 
regard  their  Republicanism  as  paramount  to  their 
Americanism.     [Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

[Cries of  "  Go  on!"  "  Go  on !"] 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  was  recognized  by  the 
Clerk. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  have  no  desire  to  ob- 
trude myself  upon  the  House,  or  to  violate  a  rule. 
I  think  we  had  better  vote  and  elect  our  Speaker. 
In  compliance  with  my  pledge,  I  renew  the  de- 
mand for  the  previous  qliestion. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Greorgia.  I  desire  to  say  a  word 
as  to  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky before  the  vote  is  taken. 

Mr.  COX.  My  colleague  [Mr.  Marshall] 
promised  to  renew  the  demand  for  the  previous 
question.     ["  It  is  too  late."! 

Mr.  MARSHALL.    I  did  renew  it. 

Mr.  COX.  The  previous  question  is  still  be- 
fore the  House;  but!  yield  to  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  if  he  will  promise  to  renew  the  call. 

Mr.  COBB.  My  friend  from  Kentucky  has 
not  the  control  of  the  question. 

Mr.  KELSEY.  I  made  a  motion  to  lay  this 
resolution  upon  the  table,  but  withdrew  it  for  the 
purpose  of  allowing  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky [Mr.  Marshall]  to  address  the  House. 

The  CLERK.  But  the  gentleman  did  not  re- 
new the  motion. 

Mr.  KELSEY.  For  the  reason  that  the  Clerk 
recognized  another  gentleman  upon  the  floor. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  GJeorgia 
[Mr.  Cobb]  is.upon  the  floor,  and  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  can  renew  his  motion  after,  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  shall  have  finished  his 
remsirks. 

MR.  cox's  PROPOSITION — AGAIN. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia.  I  do«not  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  discussing  now  the  question  raised 
t>y  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Mar- 
shall,] who  has  just  taken  his  seat.  I  propose 
to  meet  that  question  after  the  House  shall  nave 
effected  an  organization;  and  I  now  pass  it  by 
with  one  sin?Te  remark,  and  that  is,  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  and  of  the  country  to 
this  remarkable  state  of  things:  while  the  mem- 
bers of  the  National  American  party,  on  eycry 
occasion,  when  an  opportunity  presents  itself, 
assail  the  Democratic  party  for  its  unsoundness 
upon  the  question  of  the  Nebraska  bill,  charg- 
ing that,  in  one  section  of  the  country,  they  pre- 
sent the  principles  of  that  bill  in  one  way,  and 
in  another  section  of  the  country  in  another  way, 
and  that,  therefore,  the  party  is  not  entitled  to 
the  public  confidence — while  these  charges  are 
day  after  day,  and  hour  after  hour,  made  by  those 
gentlemen,  they  follow  them  up  invariably  with 
propositions  to  unite  with  us.  it  does  seem  very 
strange  to  me,  if  those  gentlemen  believe  that  the 
Democratic  party  are  attempting  to  practice  a 
fraud ,  that  they  should  all  the  time  be  endeavor- 
ing to  get  inside  of  the  Democratic  party,  and 
thereby  make  themselves  participants  m  the  fraud 
which  they  say  that  party  are  practicing  upon 
the  country.  With  tnese  remarks  I  pass  that 
subject  by,  saying  to  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, [Mr.  Marshall,]  mat  with  his  permis- 
sion I  will  be  happy,  aftej  the  House  shall  have 
been  organized,  to  meet  him  in  the  discussion  of 


the  principles  of  the  Kansas  and  Nebraska  bill, 
as  advocated  and  expounded  by  the  Democrats 
both  North  and  Soutli*^  and  also  the  principles 
of  his  party  as  expounded  North  and  South,  as 
the  vote  taken  a  few  days  ago  manifests  some 
difference  of  opinion  among  themselves  upon  the 
question  then  involved,  as  well  as  other  princi- 
ples of  his  party  upon  the  subject  of  American- 
ism, upon  which  I  believe  they  differ  as  widely 
as  they  do  ujfon  the  question  of  slavery. 

But  I  rise  principally  for  the  "purpose  of  dis- 
cussing the  proposition  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Cox.]  It  has  been  read 
from  the  desk,  but  I  have  not  ha4  an  opportunity 
to  examine  it.  The  impression  which  I  have  of 
it  is  gathered  from  hearing  it  read,  and  I  desire 
to  know  whether  I  understand  it  correctly.  As 
I  understand  it,  it  is  a  proposition  that  those 
who  vote  for  the  resolution  bind  themselves^on 
the  first  vote  to  vote  for  Mr.  Orr,  of  South  Caro- 
lina; failing  to  elect  him*  all  who  vote  for  the 
resolution  bind  themselves  to  vote  for  Mr.  Ful- 
ler, of  Pennsylvania;  and  this  obligation  is 
created  by  the  vote  we  give  for  the  resolution, 
without  regard  to  the  fact  whether  the  resolution 
is  adopted  or  not. 

Mr.  COX.  The  gentleman  misunderstands  the 
resolution.  It  only  makes  it  obligatory  upon 
those  voting  for  the  resolution  to  vote  for  Speaker 
as  there  provided  for,  in  case  the  resolution  is 
adopted  by  a  majority  of  the  House. 

Mr.  COBB.  1  did  understand  it  differently. 
Then  the  obligation  only  applies  in  the  event  of 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution.    Now,  Mr.  Clerk , 


I  desire  to  act  candidly  upon  this  question,  with  .man  who  I  am  assured  will  exert  the  power  placed 


low;  and  if  every  member,  or  a  majonty  of  the 
House,  were  to  act  upon  that  rule,  this  Hoase 
could  never  organize — never.  It  excludes  the 
idea  that  we  may,  under  any  circumstances,  vote 
foK  any  man  for  Speaker  who  does  not  hold  to 
the  same  faith,  politically,  which  we  ourselves 
possess.  That  is  the  line  of  policy  which  the 
gentleman  from  Gfeorgia  has  laid  down  for  him- 
self, and  he  has  expressed  his  determination  to 
adhere  to  it.  Then,  sir,  as  I  have  said,  if  that 
be  the  correct  line  of  policy,  then  it  is  the  duty 
of  every  other  member  of  tne  House  to  adopt  it, 
and  adhere  to  it;  ant* tender  it  the  House  codd 
never  be  organized.* 

Well,  sir,  for  myself,  I  have  no  party  feelings; 
I  have  no  party  malevolence;  I  have  no  dispo- 
sition that  will  prevent  me  from  entering  into 
some  political  association — I  will  not  say  combi- 
nation, that  may  bring  about  an  organization.  I 
recoffnize  no  party  obligations  that  will  preveni 
me  from  performing  what  I  conceive  to  be  my 
duty  to  my  country. 

I  care  not  if  you  denounce  me  for  it.  I  will 
pursue  the  course  which  a  patriotic  sense  of  duty 
marks  out,  reserving  to  myself,  at  a  proper  time, 
to  assert  my  right  as  a  member  of  this  House, 
representing  an  independent  constituency,  to  vin- 
dicate the  course  I  snail  pursue. 

But,  sir,  I  cannot  organize  the  House,  nor  can 
tlTe  little  party  with  which  I  am  associated  do  it. 
We  represent  much  the  weakest  force  in  num- 
bers in  this  triangular  fi^^ht.  But,  sir,  for  the 
sake  of  effecting  an  organization,  I  am  willing  to 
waive  my  preference.     I  am  willing  to  take  any 


the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Cox,]  and 
with  this  body;  and  as  I  am  determined  not  to 
cast  my  vote  for  tlie  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, [Mr.  Fuller,]  in  the  event  that  I  cannot  I  olution  involves, 
elect  the  gentleman  trom  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  '  " 
Orr,]  I  should  be  acting  in  bad  faith  to  favor  the 
passage  of  this  resolution  even  by  my  silence.  I 
hold  that  no  one  can  consistently  vote  for  that 
resolution  unless  he  has  made  up  his  mind,  in  car- 
rying it  into  effect,  to  vote  for  Mr.  Fuller,  in  the 
event  that  Mr.  Orr  is  not  elected  upon  the  first 
vote. 

True,  it  may  be  implied  that,  if  a  majority  of 
the  House  vote  for  the  adoption  of  the  resolution, 
the  same  majority  would  eirct  Mr.  Orr  upon  the 
first  vote.  Nevertheless,  if  I  vote  for  the  passage 
of  the  reslkition,  am  I  not,  as  an  honest  man, 
just  as  much  bound  to  vote  for  Mr.  Foller,  in 
the  event  of  the  failure  of  Mr.  Orr's  election; 
^d  such  a  result  is  not  impossible  ?  Tnily  I  am; 
and  as  I  do  not  intend  to  give  any  such  vote,  and 
as  I  do  not  intend  to  either  directly  or  indirectly 
make  myself  a  party  to  any  such  combination, 
and  as  I  shall  act  now,  as  I  have  before  acted — 
that  is,  I  shall  be  governed  in  my  vote  for 
Speaker  by  my  principles  and  my  sense  of  duty 
as  a  Representative  of  the  people,  irrespective  of 
all  comoinations,  of  any  character  whatsoever, 
with  my  political  opponents — I  shall  vote  against 
this  resolution. 

Mr.  COX  rose. 

Mr.  KELSEY.  I  move  to  lay  the  resolution 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  COX  claimed  the  floor. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  New  York 
was  recognized  by  the  Clerk,  and  moved  to  lay  the 
resolution  upon  the  table.  No  debate  is  in  order. 

Mr.  COX.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  will  withdraw  that  motion  for  a  moment, 
to  enable  me  to  submit  a  remark. 

Mr.  KELSEY.  I  wUI,  if  the  gentleman  will 
renew  it. 

Mr.  COX.  I  will  not  move  to  lay  my  own 
resolution  upon  the  table,  but  I  will  call  the  pre- 
vious question  upon  it,  which,  I  presume,  will 
answer  the  ffentlemaft 's  purpose  equally  as  well. 

Mr.  KELSEY.     I  will  withdraw  the  motion 


with  that  understanding. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  I  tisk  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky to  allow  me  to  propound  a  single  question. 

Mr.  COX.  I  want  to  make  a  single  remark, 
and  then  I  will  yield  to  the  gentleman.  I  have 
merely  to  say,  that  what  would  be  a  correct  line 
of  conduct  for  one  member  upon  this  floor,  would 
be  a  correct  line  of  conduct  for  all.  Now,  if  the 
course  of  proceeding  which  the  gentleman  from 
Greorgia  (Mr.  Cobb]  had  marked  out  for  himself 
be  the  correct  course,  then  it  is  a  course  which  it 
is  proper  for  every  member  in  this  Hall  to  fol- 


in  his  hands  to  maintain  the  guarantees  of  the 
Constitution.  I  am  willing  to  make  the  confes- 
sion, for  the  sake  of  compromise,  which  this  res- 
ion  involves.  Is  it  not  a  fair  proposition?  1 
make  no  pretensions  to  the  spirit  of  exclusiveness 
whi«h  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  affects.  That 

fentleman  belongs  to  a  close-communion  partjr. 
le  will  commune  with  none  who  do  not  holdinc 
same  faith  in  every^spect,  prescribed  by  his 
own  church.  He  will  vote  for  no  resolution  un- 
less it  shall  involve  the  certainty  of  the  election 
of  his  candidate.  That  is  his  position.  Well,  sir, 
I  am  wilhng  now  to  concede  something  for  the 
sake  of  effecting  the  organization  of  the  House, 
to  enable  us  to  proceed  with  the  business  of  the 
country.  I  compromise  no  principle  by  so  doing. 
I  do  not  become  a  Democrat  by  voung  for  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Orr.I  No,  sir,  not  at  all;  and  it  will  be  a  long 
time  before  I  become  a  Democrat,  in  the  party 
sense  of  the  term.  I  profess  now  to  be  a  Demo- 
crat in  the  true  republican  sensc^of  the  term— np' 
a  Black  Republican;  I  should  be^the  last  manm 
the  House  for  that. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  I  do  not  desire  to  interrnpt 
the  gentleman  now,  but  before  he  calls  the  previ- 
ous question,  I  desire  to  call  his  attention  to  a 
single  fact,  if  he  will  allow  me.  . 

Mr.  COX.    I  have  no  further  remarks  Ujati 
design  to  make  at  this  time.     I  am  under  a  pledee, 
given  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  IMj". 
Kelset,]  that  I  will  renew  the'dcraandfor  tne 
,  previous  question.  -  t^  ^ 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  .  Can  I  ask  a  question  before 

the  gentleman  makes  that  motion  ? 

Mr.  COX.    Certainly. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.    I  wish  to  make  this  mm^' 
tion  to  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Oox.j 
My  recollection  is,  that  the  j^entleman,  m  »f''"^J 
speech,  some  day s*si nee,  laid  down  ^^^.^^'^ry,. 
gular  proposition  that,  if  the  f"^"^^^^^  'ijlna^^ 
LER  had  gone  over  to  the  support  of  thegenucmw 
from  Illinois,  [Mr.  RicHARDsoN,]if  they  had  uw* 
ted  with  the  Democratic  party,  with  a  view 
promoting  the  election  of  Mr.  ^ichardsoi'' ^J 
would  have  failed  to  accomplish  that  i^*!" V  ^f 
he,  at  the  same  time,  stated  that,  if  the  »"^"°"  i 
the  eentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  R'CHAIU)5^o>j 
would  go  over  and  vote  for  Mr.  Fcllei, 
could  secure  his  election.  jUgt 

I  think  it  is  a  matter  of  some  »^P^'^i?'^l  the 
the  attention  of  the  House  should  ^^^  cj"^"  '  jf 
phraseology  of  the  resolutions  now  before  "• 

a  sufficient  number  vote  for  the  ^^^^^^l^er 
it,  the  same  vote  would  el^  Mr.  ^^^f^Vf^}}- 
Why,  then,  the  necessity  for  providing  tor  a  ^^^^ 
sequent  vote  for  Mr.  Puller,  unless  «  d«^  ^^ 
there  are  certain  gentlemen  in  the  House  ^j^^ 
vote  for  the  adoption  of  the  resoluuon,  du 
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Pending  the  call  of  the  roll,  the  following  re- 
marks were  made: 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Tennessee:.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  voted 
against  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, [Mr.  Cox;]  but  as  I  now  understand  that 
every  member  who  votes  for  it  will  be  pledged  to 
vote  for  Mr.  Orr  for  Speaker,  I  will  change  my 
vote  and  support  the  resolution^  If  the  resolution 

gass,  it  must,  with  this  understanding,  elect  Mr. 
*RR,  of  South  Carolina,  as  Sneaker  of  tliis  House. 
If,  howeveT,  any  of  those  wno  vote  for  this  reso- 
lution shall  refuse  to  vote  for  Mr.  Orr,  I  will  re- 
gard myself  as  released  from  any  obligation  to 
vote  for  Mr.  Fuller,  and  shall  certainly  not  do  it. 

Mr.  A.  K.  MARSHALL.  I  vote  for  the  res- 
olution, with  the  determination  to  vote  for  Mr. 
Orr,  if  it  passes. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  I  vote  ay,  for  the  same  reason 
as  that  assigned  by  the  gentleman  fVom  Tennes- 
see. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  I  am  very  anxious  to  effect  an 
organization ;  but  1  see  that  nothing  can  come  of 
this  resolution,  and  I  vote  no. 

Mr.  DAVIDSON.  If  I  had  had  any  disposi- 
tion to  vote  for  the  resolution,  the  remarks  of  the 
eentleman  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Lindlet]  would 
nave  removed  it.     I  vote  no. 

Mr.  TALBOTT.  Is  it  in  order  for  me  to  as- 
sign the  reasons  for  the  vote  I  am  obout  to  give  ? 

The  CLERK.  It  is  not  in  order,  under  the 
resolution  of  the  House. 

Mr.  TALBOTT.  I  any  very  sorry  for  that. 
I  would  like  to  say  a  word  or  two  upon  the  sub- 
ject. 

The  CLERK.  It  is  not  in  order.  The  reso- 
lution is  imperative. 

Mr.  TALBOTT.  This  proposition  has  been 
offered  by  one  of  my  honorable  colleagues  from 
Kentucky,  and  I  would  like  to  say  a  word  or  two 
ab6ut  it.  I  intend  to  yote  against  it,  and  I  want 
to  assign  my  reasons  for  so  doing. 

The  CLERK.  If  there  be  no  objection,  the 
gentleman  can  give  his  reasons. 

Mr.  MATTESON.    I  must  object. 

Mr.  TALBOTT.  I  was  asked  yesterday  to 
▼ote  for  the  plurality  rule. 

The  CLERK,  (interrupting.}  The  Clerk  will 
state  that  objection  is  made,  and  the  gentleman  is 
therefore  not  in  order. 

Mr.  TALBOTT.  I  only  desire  to  occupy  a 
minute  and  a  half. 

The  CLERK.  If  there  be  no  objection;  the 
gentleman  can  occupy  that  time. 

Several  Members  objected. 

Mr.  TALBOTT.    Then  I  vote  no. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  As  I  see  that  a  number 
of  the  members  of  the  American  party  are  voting 
against  this  resolution,  I  also  cast  my  vote  against 
it. 

Mr.  PAINE.  Having  observed  a  good  many 
of  the  Democratic  party  casting  their  votes  against 
this  resolution,  I  cast  my  vote  against  it  too.  [A 
laugh.]    I  vote  no.  * 

The  result  of  the  vote  was  then  announced  as 
above  stated. 

THE  PLURALITY  RULE,  ETC. 

Mr.  HICKMAN.  I  offer  the  following  reso- 
lution, and  upon  it  I  demand  the  previous  ques- 
tion: 

Reaolvedf  That  the  House  will  proceed  inunediately  to 
the  election  of  a  Speaker  viva  voce;  and  if,  after  the  roll 
shall  have  been  called  three  times,  no  member  shall  have 
received  a  majority  of  tlic  whole  number  of  votes,  the  roll 
eball  asain  be  called,  and  the  member  who  shall  then  re- 
ceive the  largest  number  of  votes,  provided  it  be  a  majority 
of  n  quorum,  shall  be  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  Thirty-Fourth  Congress. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  I  give  notice  that,  if  the  previous 
question  is  not  sustained,  I  will  offer  the  following 
as  a  flfibstitute: 

Resolved f  That  this  House  will  proceed  forthwith  to  vote 
viva. voce  for  a  Speaker;  and  if,  after  two  more  votes,  no 
person  shall  have  received  a  majority  of  the  whole  number 
of  votes  given,  then,  upon  the  next  vote,  the  person  who 
'shall  receive  the  largest  number  of  votes,  being  a  majority 
of  a  quorum,  shall  be  declared  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representativvna  for  the  Thirty-Fourth  Congress  :  Pro- 
videdf  That  the  standing  committees  of  this  House,  which 
consist  of  nine  members,  including  the  Committee  on  Elec- 
timis,  shall  be  chosen  as  follows,  viz : 

The  person  declared  Speaker,  as  af)>resaid,  shall  be  en- 
titled to  appoint  four  members;  the  person  who,  on  the 
last  vote,  shall  stand  second  in  number  of  votes,  shall  ap- 
point three  members ;  and  the  person  who  shall  be  third 
highest  on  the  said  last  vote.'shall  appoint  two  members-* 
of  said  conunittees ;  and  said  committees  shall  elect  their 
own  chairmen.  All  other  standing  committees,  and  all 
special  or  select  committees  which  may  be  ordered  for  the 
House  of  Representatives  during  this  Congress,  shall  be 


appointed  by  the  Committee  of  Electinns,  unless  the  House, 
by  general  consent  or  by  a  two-Uiird  vote,  shall,  in  any 
case,  order  otherwise.        ^ 

•^nd  provided  further  J  l^t  the  person  who  receives  the 
second  number  of  votes  on  the  Inrt  vote  shall,  in  oJI  case?, 
durins  the  Conjn^^s,  if  he  thinkf<  proper,  be  ontitlcd  to  pre- 
side as  Clinirman  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

And  tlie  person  who,  on  said  last  vote,  shall  receive  the 
third  highest  number,  whall  be  entitled  to  preside  a»  Chair- 
man of  the  Whole  Hou!*e  during  the  present  Congrosti. 

Whenever  the  chainnan  thus  dei«ijniato<l  may  be  absent, 
or  may  decline  to  serve,  the  Speaker  may  appoint  a  tem- 
porary chairman,  whether  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  or  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  according  to  post  usage. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  move  to  lay  the  whole 
subject  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  DOWDELL.  I  desire  to  give  notice  that, 
if  the  previous  question  be  not  sustained,  I  will 
offer  the  substitute  which  I  submitted  yesterday 
to  the  House,  and  which  is  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  House  shall  proceed  immediately  to 
vote  viva  voce  for  Speaker;  and  the  per.-ion  having  the 
greatest  number  shall  be  the  Speaker,  it  ^uch  number  be  a 
majority  of  the  whole  vote  ca«t ;  and  if  no  pcn«on  have  such 
majority,  then  of  the  person!^  having  the  highest  numbers, 
not  exceeding  two,  on  llie  listof  thode  voted  for  as  Speaker, 
the  House  shall  choose  immediately  ptra  voce  the  Speaker: 
Provided^  a  majority  of  the  whole  vote  cast  shall  be  neces- 
sary to  a  choice. 

Mr.  BRANCH.  I  desire  to  have  read  an 
amendment  which  I  will  offer,  if  the  previous 
question  be  not  ordered. 

The  amendment  was  read,  as  follows: 

And  after  a  Speaker  shall  have  been  elected,  the  House 
will  proceed  to  elect  by  ballot  a  Committee  on  the  Terri- 
tories, a  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  a  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  and  a  Committee  of  Elections,  a 
majority  of  all  the  votes  given  being  necessary  to  a  choice. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  desire  to  have  read  the 
resolutions  which  I  send  to  the  desk,  and  which 
I  will  offer  as  a  substitute  if  I  can  get  an  oppor- 
tunity to  do  so. 

The  Clerk  read  the  resolutions,  as  follows: 

Resolved^  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House,  when  he  next 
calls  the  roll  of  the  members,  shall,  as  each  one  answers, 
write  his  name  on  a  strip  of  paper,  and  in  the  presence  of 
the  tellers  and  the  House,  place  the  same  in  a  box  to  be  pro- 
cured by  him,  and  after  the  roll  has  been  cxiiaustcd,  and 
all  the  names  of  the  members  present  are  therein  deposited, 
they  shall  be  mingled  together  by  the  tellers^  and  each  one  of 
the  said  tellers  shall  alternately  dr.iw  out  from  the  said  box 
a  name,  fortuitously,  until  the  names  of  t\velvr  mrmbors 
have  been  thus  selected,  who  are  hereby  ccm>tituted  a  com- 
mittee ;  and  they,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  proceed  im- 
mediately to  nominate  a  Speaker,  and  tlie  person  so  nom- 
inated and  reported  by  them,  under  their  hands,  shall  be  the 
Speaker  of  tiic  Thirty-Fourth  Congress. 

Resolved,  further,  That  if  the  committee  selected  accord- 
ing to  the  foregoing  resolution,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall 
not  be  able  to  agree  and  report  to  this  House  a  (;uimble  |ier- 
son,  in  their  judgment,  for  Sp<>nkor  within  one  hour  after 
their  names  have  been  drawn,  then  the  names  of  the  said 
twelve  fhall  be  alone  placed  by  the  said  Clerk  in  the  box 
aforesaid,  and  e.ieh  of  the  said  tellers  sliall  alternately  draw 
out.  fortuitou-<ly,  from  the  said  box,  a  name,  until  five  of  the 
said  twelve  members  shall  have  been  thus  selected,  who 
are  herebv  constituted  a  committee  ;  and  they,  or  a  ma- 
jority of  them,  shall  proceed  immediately  to  nominate  a 
Speaker,  and  tlie  person  so  nominated  and  reported  by  the 
said  five,  under  their  hands,  shall  he  the  Speaker  of  the 
Thirty-Fourth  Congress. 

Resolved,  further,  That  if  the  commiUee  of  five  selected 
according  to  the  preceding  resolution ,  or  a  majority  of  them, 
iniall  not  be  able  to  agree  and  report  to  this  House  a  suit- 
able person,  in  their  jud'^ment,  for  Speaker,  within  one  hour 
after  their  names  have  been  drawn  out,  tlien  the  names  of 
the  said  five  so  drawn  according  to  said  resolution  shall  be 
alone  placed  by  the  said  Clerk  in  the  box  aforesaid,  and 
each  one  of  the  said  tellers  shall  alternately  draw  out  a 
name  fortuitously ;  and  after  thvy  shall  have  thus  drawn  out 
four  of  the  said  names,  tlie  remaining  name  shall  be  taken 
out  by  the  Clerk,  and  tlic  member  whose  name  is  thus  taken 
out  shall  proceed  immediately  to  nominate  a  Speaker  for 
this  House,  and  the  person  so  nominated  and  reported  by 
the  said  member  in  the  presence  of  the  House  shall  be  the 
Speaker  of  the  Thirtv- Fourth  Congress. 

Resolved,  further,  That  the  Clerk  and  the  tellers  appointed 
and  now  acting  shall  proceed  forthwith  to  carry  into  eflect 
the  foregoing  resolutions. 

The  CLERK.  A  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table 
the  resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Hickman]  is  now  before  the 
House;  and  upon  it^fhe  yeas  and  nays  are  de- 
manded. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in 

the  negative — yeas*  107,  nays  108;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Meaars.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barksdale,  Bell,  Hend- 
ley  S.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce,  Branch.  Brooks, 
Broom,  Burnett,  Cadwalader.  John  P.  Campbell,  Lewis 
D.  Campbell,  Carlite,  Carutners,  Caskie,  Howell  Cobb, 
Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Cox,  Crawford,  Cullen,  Davidson, 
Henry  Winter  Davis,  Denver,  Dowdell,  Dunn,  Edmund- 
son,  Elliott,  EnKlish,  Etheridgc,  Eustis,  Evans,  Florence, 
Poster,  Henry  M.  Fuller,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode, 
Greenwood,  Augu'rtus  Hall,  BampMin  W.  Harris,  Thomas 
L.  Harris.  Harrison,  Haven,  Hotrmon,  Houston,  Jewett, 
George   W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jonea,  Kennett,  Kidwell, 


Lake,  Letcher,  Lindlcy,  Lumpkin,  Alexander  K.  Marshall, 
Humphrey  Mar.^hail,  Samuel  @.  MarshoJIT  Maxwt  11.  Mc- 
MuUin, McQueen,  Smitli  Miller,  Million,  Mrllward.  Moore, 
Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Paine,  Peck,  Phelps,  Porter,  Powell, 
Pur>'ear,  Quitman,  Rcnde,  Itrodv,  Ricaud,  Ridh3FdH>fi, 
Rivers!,  Rutiirl,  Rust,  Snndidpe,  lavage,  8k?oti,  J^honer, 
8ninuel  A.  Smith,  William  Smith,  William  R.  ^mitb, 
Snecd,  Stephens,  Stewart,  Swope,  Talbott,  Trippe,  I'cdrr- 
wood,  VaU,  Valk,  Walker,  Warner,  Watkius,  Wells, 
Wheeler,  Whitney,  Winslow,  Danjel  B.  Wriglit,  John  V. 
Wriirht,  and  Zollicoflcr— 107. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Albright,  Allison,  Boll,  Banks,  Barbour, 
Barclay,  Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  Bitlingliurst,  Bingham, 
Bishop,  Bliss,  Bradsbaw,  Brenton,  Buffingtnn,  Buriinsune, 
James  H.  Cam|»bell,  Chaflce,  Erra  Clark,  Clawson,  Cluig- 
man,  Colfax, Comins,Covodc,  Cragin,  Cumback,  DiamreU, 
Timothy  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  De  Witi^  Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd, 
Durfee,  Edie,  Flagler,  Galloway,  Giddinr*,  Gilbert,  Gran- 
ger, Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan,  Herbert,  Hickman, 
HoUoway,  Thomas  R.  Ilorton,  Howard,  Kelly,  Kekey, 
King,  Knapp,  Knight,  Knowlton,  Knox,  Kunkel,  L^-iter, 
Mace,  Mattcson,  McCarty,  Meacham,  Killian  Miller, 
Morgan,  Morrill,  Mott,  Murray,  Nichob,  Norton,  An- 
drew Oliver,  Parker,  Pearce,  Pelton,  Penningtan,  Perry, 
Pettit,  Pike,  Pringle,  Purviftnce,  Ritchie,  Robbim^,  Ro^ 
erts,  Sabin,  Sage,  Happ,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Spinner, 
Stanton,  Htranahan,  Tnppnn,  Thorinslon,  Thurston,  Todd, 
Trafton,  Tyson,  Wade,  Waibridge,  Waldron,  CadwaUdrr 
C.  Wa<«hburne,  E^Iihu  B.  Waslibume)  lunel  ^Waabboniy 
Watson,  Welch,  WUliams,  Wood,  Woodruff,  and  Wood 
worth— 108. 

Before  the  above  result  was  announced, 

Mr.  JEWETT  said:  I  have  recorded  my  vote 
upon  the  motion  to  lav  upon  the  table,  but  since 
that  time  I  have  unacrstood  that  a  proposition 
will  be  made  to  the  House,  tending  to  an  organi- 
zation, which  will  perhaps  be  more  acceptable  to 
me  than  the  proposition  now  before  the  House. 
I  will  therefore  ask  leave  to  change  my  vote  and 
vote  ay. 

The  CLERK.  The  question  now  recurs  upon 
the  passage  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  MATTESON.  I  ask  that  it  may  be  read 
again. 

The  resolution  was  accordingly  again  read. . 

Mr.  HICKMAN.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  the  passage  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  suggest  to  the  m6ver  of 
the  resolution  that,  as  it  is  late  to-day,  he  shal! 
add  to  the  resolution  the  words  **  on  the  meeting  of 
the  Hausc  to-morrow,  without  debate,"  so  Uiat 
we  may  take  the  votes  to-morrow. 

Mr  HICKMAN.  I  accept  of  the  suggestion, 
and  modify  the  resolution  accordingly. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  desire  to  have  read  a  prop- 
osition, which  I  shall  ofier  in  case  the  House  shall 
vote  down  the  resoliition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania. 

The  resolution  was  read,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  James  L.  Orr,  Natbanisl  P.  Bakss. 
and  Henrt  M.  Fuller  be  appointed  to  confer  together,  and 
report  the  name  of  some  member  of  this  body  upon  whom 
they  or  a  majority  of  them  may  Hf^e,  who  tball  be  dec&red 
the  Speaker  of  the  Thirty-Fourth  Congress.    [Laughter.] 

Rexolvcd,  That  said  committee  report  to-morrow,  imne 
diately  after  the  reading  of  the  Journal. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Gentlemen  seem  to  be 
amused  with  my  proposition ;  but  I  was  never 
more  in  earnest  in  my  life.  [Laughter.]  Every- 
thing has  been  tried,  and  wu  cannot  be  worse  off 
to  try  this  course. 

Mr.  DOWDELL.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  to  withdraw  his  proposition  for  a 
moment.     [Cries  of  **  No,  no !   1 

The  CLERK.     Debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  What  is  the  direct  propo- 
sition  before  the  House  .> 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr.  Hickman]  has  accepted  the  modifica- 
tion suggested  by  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Clingman;]  and  tlie  question  now 
is  upon  the  passage  of  the  resolution  as  modified. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  dbject  to  the  modifica- 
tion. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  has  the  ri^ht  to  modify  the 
resolution  as  long  as  it  is  in  his  possession*,  and 
not  acted  unon  by  the  House. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  give  notice  to  the  House 
that  I  do  not  intend  to  be  gagged  again;  and  1 
move  to  lay  the  resolution  upon  the  table. 

The  CLERK.  The  House  has  iust  decided 
not  to  lay  the  resolution  upon  tlie  tabic. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  This  is  a  different  propo- 
sition; it  is  the  original  proposition  modified. 

The  CLERK.  A  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table 
is  not  now  in  order,  inasmuch  as  tlie  House  has 
this  moment  refused  to  lay  the  resolution  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  But  the  resolution  has 
since  been  amended. 
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dememd  for  the  previous  question,  his  amendment 
will  still  be  open  to  debate,  and  he  will  be  pre- 
cluded from  the  privilege  he  has  promised  himself 
of  offering  an  amendment,  making  a  speech  upon 
it,  and  then  cutting  off  all  reply. 

Mr.  TRIPPE.  In  reply  to  my  colleague,  I 
will  state  that,  bv  reference  to  the  paragraph  in 
the  Manual,  read  the  other  day  by  my  other  col- 
league, j^Mr.  Stephens,]  the  House  will  see  that 
the  motion  for  the  previous  question  does  not  cut 
off  my  amendn^nt,  nor  does  it  allow  debate  to 
proceed  upon  it.  .  If  the  demand  for  the  previous 

Question  is  seconded,  and  the  main  question  or- 
ered  to  be  now  put,  the  vote  ^ust  be  taken  upon 
the  substitute  I  have  offered,  eJtd  then  upon  the 
final  adoption  of  the  resolution  itself. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  I  presume  that, 
under  the  peculiar  circumstances  in  which  I  am 
placed,  the  House  will  indulge  me  in  some  remarks 
by  way  of  defining  ray  position.  I  shall,  ther^ 
fore,  most  respectfully  ask  that  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  will,  for  the  present,  withdraw  his 
resolution.  I  will  tell  in  a  very  few  words  why. 
When  I,came  to  the  House  to-day,  a  friend  put 
in  my  hand  a  note  which  is  published  in  the 
Globe  at  the  end  of  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Delaware,  [Mr.  Cullen.]  It  is  necessary, 
in  my  opinion,  in  consequence  of  misapprehen- 
sion on  the  part  of  gentlemen,  that  I  should  state 
my  position  fully.  I  do  not  propose  to  do  it  to- 
day, in  the  present  excitement.  I  will  do  so  in  the 
morning,  if  the  House  will  allow  me  an  opportu- 
nity. 

Several  Members  .    Certainly. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  therefore  ask  that  the  gentle- 
man will  withdraw  the  resolution,  and  that  the 
House  will  do  me  the  favor,  under  the  circum- 
stances, to  adjourn.  [Cries  of  "No,  no!"]  I 
move  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn,  to  allow 
me  the  opportunity  of  being  heard. 

Mr.  EDMUNDSON.  I  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  motion. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  withdraw  the  motion  to -ad- 
journ. 

Mr.  CADWALADER.  I  desire  to  give  notice 
of  a  resolution  which  I  shall  offer.  [Cries  of 
"Order!"]  ^ 

Mr.  TRIPPE.  I  insist  on  order.  The  previotis 
question  is  pending.- 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania is  out  of  order,  inasmuch  as  other  questions 
are  pending. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Does  the  Clerk 
decide  that,  if  an  amendment  be  made,  and  the 
previous  question  called,  that  that  precludes  the 
amendment? 

The  CLERK.  The  Qerk  makes  no  decision, 
but  suggests  that,  on  a  former  occasion,  this  ques- 
tion was^Bubmitted  by  him  to  the  House,  and, 
by  common  consent  the  course  suggested  by  the 
gentleman  from  Greorgia  seemed  to  be  agreed  to. 
The  gentleman  fVom  Georgia,  to  the  right,  [Mr. 
Cobb,]  has  a  different  recoUection;  but  the  Clerk 
thinks  that  the  agreement  was  the  same  as  that 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Geoma  now. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia.  If  the  Clerk  wUl  turn 
to  the  Journal,  he  will  find  the  question  never 
came  up.  There  was  a  conversation  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  I  suggested  that  the  idea  referred  to  be 
adopted;  but,  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  amend- 
ment, or  laying  the  proposition  ot^  the  table,  it 
was  evaded,  and  never  came  up. 

The  CLERK.  There  was  no  direct  action;  it 
seemed  to  be  by  common  consent.  The  Clerk 
does  not  pretf^na  to  say  that  the  House  aeted  on 
that  principle;  it  was  by  common  consent.  If 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  will  make  his 
point  of  order,  the  Clerk  will  submit  it  to  the  de- 
cision of  the  House. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Greorj^ia  [Mr.  Trippe]  to  withdraw  his 
call  for  the  previous  question,  in  order  that  I  may 
offfw  an  amendment.  If  the  gentleman  iH  willing 
to  face  the  music,  and  to  vote  on  the  proposition 
in  good  faith,  I  think  he  will  do  it.  I  anl  willing 
to  vote  on  any  gentleman  of  this  House,  either 
for  or  against  him,  and  to  take  the  responsibility 
which  attaches  to  it.  Is  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  willing  to  do  the  same?  If  so,  he  will 
withofraw  his  call  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  TRIPPE.  I  do  not  want  to  appear  unfair; 
nor  is  -my  position  in  any  wise  unfair.  If  the 
gentleman,  and  those  who  act  with  him,  wish 
an  amehdment,  or  something  in  lieu  of  my  propo- 


sition, let  them  vote  mine  down  and  then  offer  it. 
That,  I  think,  is  a  very  fair  way. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  wii  say  to  the  gentl^an  and 
the  House,  that  if  they  will  rMise 

Mr.  TRIPPE.  Is  it  in  order  to  discuss  this 
matter? 

Mr.  JONES.  I  am  not  going  Ui  discuss  it.  I 
wish  to  give  notice,  that  if  the  House  will  refuse 
to  order  the  main  question  to  be  now  put,  I  will 
move  to  strike  out  the  name  of  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Virginia,  and  insert  that  of  the  Hon.  Mordkcai 
Oliver,  of  Missouri.  I  hope  that  the  House 
will  refuse  to  order  the  main  question  to  be  now 
put. 

Mr.  CADWALADER.  I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.    My  point  of  order  is  this 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee  1  again  appeal  to 
the  gentleman  from  Greoi^ia  to  withdraw  the  call 
for  the  previous  question,  and  let  me  offer  my 
amendment.  Then  a  vote  can  be  hod  on  both 
propositions. 

Mr.  TRIPPE.  That  is  not  what  I  want  done. 
I  want  a  vote  on  mine.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  JONES.  Then  I  ask  the  House  to  vote 
down  the  main  question. 

Mr.  CADWALADER.  I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  The  resolution  names  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  as  a  candidate  for  the  speakership,  and 
therefore  brings  him  within  the  operation  of  the 
resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
[Mr.  ZoLLicoFPER,]  which  subjects  candidates 
to  interrogation.  I  claim  it  as  a  privilege,  under 
that  resolution  of  the  House,  to  put  a  question  to 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  [Cries  of  "Order!  *'] 
I  submit  that  I  am  in  order. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  will  state  that  that 
was  not  a  rule  adopted  by  the  House.  It  is  a 
mere  declaration,  and  therefore  not  binding  at 
present. 

Mr.  CADWALADER.  I  appeal  from  that 
decision.  • 

Mr.  BARKSDALE.  I  move  to  lay  the  whole 
subject  on  the  table. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  will  say,  in  reply  to 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  that  he  makes 
no  decision. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Will  the  gentle- 
nian  from  Georgia  withdraw  the  call  for  the  pre- 
vious question  long  enough  to  enable  me  to«iove 
an  amendment? 

Mr.  TRIPPE.  I  thought  I  had  answered  the 
gentleman  that  I  would  not.  If  my  proposition 
IS  voted  down,  then  the  gentleman  can  offer  his 
own. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  1  hope  that  the  motion  to 
lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table  may  prevail. 

Mr.  BARKSDALE.  I  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  Allow  me  to  move  an 
amendment  to  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  GJeorgia.  ** 

Mr.  BARKSDALE.  Debate  is  not  in  order; 
I  call  the  gentleman  tp  order. 

Mr.McMULLIN.  I  am^n  the  floor,  and  I 
intend  to  maintain  my  position. 

The  CLERK.  If  gentlemen  will  resume  their 
seaU,  and  better  order  is  restored  in  the  HaU, 
there  may  be  a  decision  of  the  question. 

Mr.McMHLLIN.    Air.  Clerk 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia has  a  right  to  submit  a  motion  to  the  House; 
and  he  intend^  to  do  it.  [Cries  of  "Order!'*]  Oh! 
you  may  call  order  as  long  as  you  please. 

The  CLERK.  If  the  gen tlenmn  from  Virginia 
insists  on  addressing  the  House  out  of  order,  the 
Clerk  cannot  maintain  order.  The  matter  is  then 
with  the  House. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  move  that  when  the 
House  adjourns  to-day,  it  be  to  meeton^Saturday 
next.    Tiiat  is  in  order. 

•The  CLERK.    It  is. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  And  I  now  desire  to  state 
a  reason  why  that  motion  should  be  agreed  to. 

The  CLERK.    But  that  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  ask  the  Clerk  whether  it 
is  not  competeiit  for  me  to  assign  a  reason  why 
the  House  should  adjourn  over  until  the  day  after 
to-morrow? 

The  CLERK.    It  is  not. 

Mn.  McMULLIN.  I  know  that  a  motion  to 
adjourn  is  not  debatable;  but  this  is  a  motion  to 
acyoorn  over  to  a  day  certain. 


The  CLERK.  When  there  is  a  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table,  and  a  call  for  the  previous quei. 
tion  pending,  debate  is  clearly  out  of  order.  • 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  desire  the  Clerk  to  in- 
form  me  whether,  when  this  House  is  not  or^. 
ized,  when  we  are  acting  under  Uip  rules  of  par- 
liamentary law [Loud  shou^Pof"  Order!"] 

Well,  now,  gentlemen,  Iiwill  not  be  called  to 
order  by  gentlemen  who  keep  their  seatx.  Get 
up  like  men,  as  you  are,  and  call  me  to  order,  if 
you  dare.  I  will  let  gentlemen  know  that  they 
cannot  put  me  down. 

*  Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Maryland.  I  have  no  desii« 
under  heaven  to  put  the  gentleman  down;  but  I 
would  like  to  ask  a  single  question  of  the  Clerl^, 
for  it  seems  to  me  desirable  for  the  dignity  of  the 
House 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  Take  care  of  your  own 
dignity,  sir,  and  not  mine. 

Mr.  HARRIS.    My  dear  sir,  you  are  not  the 

rrson  I  should  ever  consult  about  my  dignity. 
am  addressing  the  Clerk.  I  have  risen  to  a 
question  of  order.  I  desire  to  know  if  I  am  ia 
order? 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  You  are  not,  became  I 
am  upon  the  floor. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
is  himself  out  qf  order.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  rises  to  a  point  of  order,  he  is  in  order. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  do  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

The  CLERK.  Then  the  gentleman  is  dearly 
in  order,  and  will  proceed. 

Mr.  McMULLIN,  (to  Mr.  Harris.)  Go  on, 
sir;  state  your  point  of  order. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  desire  to  know  whether  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  objected  to  the  decision 
of  the  Clerk  upon  the  point  made? 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
disregarded  the  appeal  of  the  Clerk  to  the  Hou« 
to  enforce  its  own  rules,  such  as  they  are.  The 
Clerk  repeats,  that  if  the  ^ntlcman  from  Virginia 
perseveres  in  this  course,  it  will  be  impossible  for 
Aim  to  preserve  order. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  wish  to  state  my  position. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  In  order  that  the  sense  of  the 
House  may  be  taken,  I  desire  to  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  Clerk. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  makes  no  decision, 
has  made  none,  and  does  not  pretend  to  do  so. 
He  will  submit  the  question  to  the  House.  Gen- 
tlemen, is  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  in  order? 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  would  like  to  know — 
[Shouts  of"  Order  !*'fromevery  part  of  the  Hall.] 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  want  the  gentleman  from 
Vir^nia  to  understand  me  entirely.  I  do  not 
desire,  in  any  uucourteous  or  improper  way }  to 
interrupt  any  statement  that  he  wishes  to  make 
to  the  House;  on  the  contrary,  I  ani  now,  and 
always  will  be  ready,  in  his  case,  or  in  the  case 
of  any  other  gentleman,  to  accord  to  him,  or  to 
any  other  member,  any  courtesy  due  from  me  ai 
a  ^ntleman  to  him  as  a  gentleman. 

But,  Mr.  Clerk,  it  is  evident  not  oifly  to  roe, 
but  to  the  other  members  of  this  House,  that, 
after  the  long  struggle  which  for  eight  weeks  has 
been  going  on,  we  are  approaching  a  cortsmita- 
tion— tbai  we  are  reaching  a  point  which  is  to 
decide,  one  way  or  the  other,  the  questionwhciber 
this  House  can  be  organized  or  not.  Now,  wp 
to  this  time,  the  Clerk  has  most  admirably  ana 
most  impartially  performed  his  duty,  and  main- 
tained the  order  of  the  House.  .      ,   , 

Mr.  McMULLIN.   Is  the  gentleman  in  order. 

The  CLERK.    The  gentleman  is  not  m  order. 

Mr.  HARRIS.    I  simply  desired  to  uiterpwj 
in  such  a  way  and  to  such  an  extent  as  ^ow 
enable  the  Clerk,  to  the  end,  thus  to  m**"^!.""^ 
order  and  dignity  of  this  body;  that  was  my*"" 

^"'Ki'^iLERK.  The  Clerk  will  now  submit  the 
Question  of  order  to  the  House.  Qetiikmeo, » 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  in  order  ?  , 

Mr.  McMULLIN.    The  proposiuon  1  ^°: 
mitted  to  tie  House  was,  that  the  House  skom 
adjourn  over  until  the  day  after  to-morrow;  an 
I  simply  asked  the  question  whether  that  mouu» 
was  debatable  or  not.  ,      i^- 

The  CLERK.    The  point  of  on^er Jiaj  o^ 
raised,  and  the  Clerk  will  submit  it  to  the  *loo«; 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia.   I  understand  the  Q^ 
tion  of  order  to  be,  whether  the  genUeraaj|  "" 
Virginia  is  in   order  in  debating  a  ^^^^^^ 
adjourn  over?  Thai  is  the  question  to  be  oeuu 
by  the  House 
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The  CLERK.  -And  also  whether  the  gentleman 
is  ill  order  in  occupying  the  floor  after  he  has 
been  declared  out  of  order? 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  asked  the  Clerk  whether 
it  was  competent  for  me  to  debate  the  question, 
and  the  Clerk  said  that  it  was  not. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  stated  that,  under 
the  circumstances,  it  was  not  in  order  to  debate 
the  motion  to  adjourn  over. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  have  a  right  to  appeal 
from  that  decision,  but  I  will  no^avail  myself  of 
that  privilege.  I  beg  gentlemen  to  understand 
that  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  trespass  upon  the 
House.  I  Know  too  well  what  is  due  to  myself 
to  do  so.  I  shall  waive  my  right  to  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  the  Clerk,  and  content  myself 
with  the  motion  to  adjourn  over  until  the  day 
after  to-morrow. 

The  CLERK.  Then  does  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  withdraw  his  point  of  order? 

Mr.  HARRIS.    Oh,  certainly. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  McMullin's 
motion;  and  it  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  BARKSDALE.  I  now  insist  on  my 
motion  to  lay  the  whole  subject  upon  the  table; 
and  on  that  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  McMlf  LLIN.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
DOW  adjourn.  « 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  call  for  teUera 
on  that  motion. 

The  CLERK  appointed  Messrs.  Ecsns  and 
BiNCHAM  to  act  as  tellers. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  tellers  report- 
ed—ayes 46,  noes  94. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Mississippi  ^ 
moves  to  lay  the  whole  subject  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  Upon  that  motion  I  demand 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  That  motiou,  I  understand, 
carries  with  the  original  resolution  everything 
connected  with  it? 

The  CLERK.    It  does. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  Does  it  carry  with  it 
to  the  table  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  [Mr.  Trippe?] 

The  CLERK.    It  doe*: 

The  question  was  then  taken  and  decided  in  the 
negative — yeas  84,  nays  132;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Mefsre.  Aiken,  Alico,  Barksdale.  Bell,  Hendley 
B.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce,  Branca,  Bfookn,  Bur- 
nett, Cadwalader,  John  P.  Cnnipbell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell, 
Caruther^,  Caside,  Howell  Cobb,  VViitiamBon  R.  \V.  Cobb, 
Cox,  Crawford,  Davidson,  H.  Winter  Davia,  Dowdell, 
Dunn,  Edmundwn,  Elliott,  Englidh,  Etlicridge,  EusUa, 
Evans,  Florence,  Poster,  lliomiw  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode, 
Greenwood,  Augustus  Hall,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Tliomaa 
L.  Harris,  Harrison,  Haven,  Herbert,  Hoffman,  Hou^^ton, 
JewettjCreorge  W.Jones,  J.GIuncy Jones,  Kidwell,  Letch- 
er, Lumpkin,  Humphrev  Mar(ihal,l  Samuel  S.  Macsball, 
Maxwell,  McMuilin,  McQueen,  SSmith  Miller,  'Million, 
iloore,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Peck,  Pbelpa,  Powell,  Quit- 
man, Richardson.  Ruffln,  Rustj  Sandidge,  Savage,  Scott, 
Shorter.  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  Smim,  Stephens,  Stew- 
art, Talbott,Vafl,  Walker.  Warner.  Watkina,  VveMs.  Wins- 
low,  Daniel  B.  Wrigbt,  JobnV.  Wnght,  and  ZoUicoffer— 84. 

NATS— MesiRi.  Albright,  Allison,  Ball,  Banks,  Barbour, 
Barclay,  Henry  Benhett,  Benson,  Billinghurst,  Bingham, 
Bishop, Blift8,Brad9haw,Brenton,  Broom,  Buffington,  Bar- 
lingaine,  James  H.  Campbell,  Carlilo,  Chaffee,  Bayard 
Clark,  Ezra  Clark,  Clawson,  Clingman,  Colfajt,  Comins, 
Covode,  Cragin,  CuUen,  Cumback,  Damrell,  Timothy 
Davie,  Day,  E^an,  Denver,  De  Witt,  uick,  Diclaon,Dodd, 
Dnrfee.  Edio,  Flagler,  Henry  M.  Fuller,  Galloway.  Gid- 
dingp, Gilbert,  Granger,  Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan,  J. 
Morrison  Harris,  Hickman,  HoUpway^  "Jjliomas  R.  Horton, 
Howard,  Kelly,  KclMy,  Kennutt,  King,  Knapp,  Knight, 
Knowlton,  Knox.  Kunkel,  Lake,  Leitcr,  Lindley,  Mace, 
Alexander  K.  Marshall,  Matteson,  McCarty,  Meachara, 
Killian  Miller,  Millward,  Morgan,  Morrill,  iVlott,  Murray, 
Nichob,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Paine,  Parker,  Pearce, 
Pclton.  Perry,  Pettit,  Pike,  Porter,  Pringle,Purvinn<^  Pur- 
year,  Reade,  R^uiy,  Ricaud,  Ritchie,  Rivers,  Robbins,  Rob- 
erts^ Sabin,  Sage,  Sapp,  Sherman,  Simmons.  William  R. 
fimith,  Sneed,  Spinner.  Stanton,  Stranahan,Tappan/riior- 
tngton,Thuraton.  Toda,  Tiafton, Trippe,  Trumbull,  Tyson, 
Underwood,  Valk,  Wadt>,  Walbridge,  Waldron,  Cadwala- 
der C.  Wasbbume,  BRihu  B.  Washbume,  Israel  Wash- 
bum,  Watson,  Welch,  Wheeler,  Whitney,  Williams, 
Wood,  Woodru^  and  WoodworUi-^133. 

Pending  the  vote, 

Mr.  HERBERT  (when  his  name  was  called) 
aaid:  Although  I  am  anxious  to  see  this  House 
organized,  yet  as  long  as  there  remains  a  hope  of 
electing  a  national  man,  and  believing  that  propo- 
sitions have  been  made  to-day  better  catSulateu  to 
bring  about  this  desirable  result  than  has  ever 
bef*n  done  before,  I  can  never  support,  either 
directly  or  indirectly,  anv  proposition  calculated 
to  place  in  that  chair  Mr.  ]San&9,  or  any  other 
sectional  man. 
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Mr.  JE\yETT  (when  his  name  was  called) 
said:  Before  I  vote  I  wish  to  make  a  statement* 
to  the  H#use.  Tlie  same  reason  which  induced 
me  tp  change  my  vote  on  a  former  ballot  con- 
trols me  now  and  will  continue  to  do  so  until 
my  Democratic  friends  shall  manifest  a  willing- 
ness to  test  the  sense  of  the  House  upon  the* 
resolution  proposed  to  be  offered  by  my  friend 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Letcher.] 

Mr.  SNEED  (when  his  name  was  called)  said: 
I  regard  this  as  a  distinct  proposition,  presenting 
the  fUtemaiive  of  electing  either  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Virginia,  or  Mr.  Banks,  of  Massachusetts.  I 
therefore  vote  no,  and  for  Wilma*m  Smivh,  of 
Virginia. 

Mr.  WALKER  (when  his  ncune  was  called) 
said:  Understanding,  Mr.  Clerk,  that,  in  the  event 
that  this  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table  prevails, 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Lbtcuer]  will 
offer  the  proposition  of  which  he  has  given  no- 
tice, as  a  substitute  for  the  original  motion;  ^nd 
knowing,  also,  if  this  motion  prevail,  my  friend 
from  Georg^ia  [Mr.  Trippe]  can,  in  a  new  shape, 
propose  lus  substitute,  I  shall  now  vote  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  result  of  the  vote  was  here  announced,  as 
above  recorded. 

Mr.  DOWDELL.  1  desire  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment, by  way  of  a  Substitute,  to  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from' Georgia. 

The  CLERK  An  amendment  is  not  in  order, 
as  the  previous  (question,  moved  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia,  is  now  pending. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  I  do  no^  rise  for 
the  purpose  of  making  a  speech,  as  I  do  not  Uke 
to  violate  the  rules  of  order,  but  to  move  that 
the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  1  would  suggest  that  the 
main  question  should  be  ordered  l»fore  we  ad- 
journ, and  then  the  subject  will  come  up  as  the 
&r8t  business  in  the  morning. 

The  CLERK.  By  common  consent  such  an 
arrangement  can  be  made. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.    I  cannot  consent. 

Several  Members.    Nor  I  either. 

Mr.  MATTESON.    Nothing  is  consented  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
adjourn,  and  the  Clerk  announced  that  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative;  whereupon, 

Mr^  BROOKS  demanded  tellers  on  the  motion. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Savage  and 
PuRviANCB  -were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  tellers 
reported*— ayes  62,  noes  96. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  CLERK.  The  question  now  recurs, 
"Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put?*' 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  desire  to  say  a  word, 
by  way  of  personal  explanation,  in  regard  to  an 
occurrence  which  took  place  a  short  time  since, 
between  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  J. 
Morrison  Harris]  and  myself.  I  rose  at  that 
time  to  request  the  gentleman  from  Greorgia  [Mr. 
Trippe]  to  withdraw  the  name  of  my  colleague, 
[Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia,] 'in  order  to  give  that 
gentleman  an  opportunity  to  be  heard  to-morro<^ 
morning.  That  request  was  refused.  A  number 
of  Black  RepubUcans  called  me  to  order,  and 
being  constitutionally  of  an  excitable  tempera- 
ment, I  became  too  much  excited.  I  frankly 
admit  the  fact.  The  gentleman  from  Marylanci, 
[Mr.  Harris,]  not  intending  anything  personally 
offensive  to  me,  as  I  am  satisfied  from  the  char- 
acter of  his  remarks,  raised  a  point  of  order  upon 
me.  I  was  rather  hasty  and  rude  to  that  gentle- 
man in  the  remarks  I  made  to  him.  When  I 
think  I  have  done  a  gentleman  injustice,  I  am  the 
first  man  to  place  myself  right  in  his  estimation, 
and  in  the  estimation  of  the  House,  and  I  make 
these  remarks  for  that  purpose.  [Cries  of  "Right!** 
and  "Good!**} 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Maryland.  I  am  perfectly 
satisfied,  ef  course,  with  the  explanation  whicn 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  made,  although 
I  do  not  myself  think  it  was  necessary,  under  the 
circumstances,  that  he  should  have  gone  to  the 
gentlemanly  extent  which  he  has  in  txplaining 
this  matter.  I  can  only  say,  so  far  as  1  am  con- 
cerned*, that,  at  the  time  I  interrupted  the  gentle- 
man, I  had  no  intention  whatever  of  beiit^  dis- 
courteous to  him  in  any  degree.  The  only  object 
1  had  in  view  was  to  prevent  what  seemed  to  me 
a  possible  impending  scene  of  disorder,  and  to 
sustain  you,  Mr.  Clerk,  in  the  performance  of 


the  duties  which  you  have  so  well  discharged  up 
to  this  time.    That  was  my  simple  object. 

The  main  question  was  tnen  orderea  to  be  now 
put. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  wish  to  vote 
understandiu&^Iy .  A  s  I  understand  the  position  of 
matters  now  before  the  House,  the  first  question 
is  upon  the  amendment  offened  by  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Trippe.]  If  that  amendment 
be  substituted  for  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  (the  plurality  rule,)  then  the 
House  is  brought  to  a  oirect  vote  upon  the  reso- 
lution as  amended. 

The  CLERK.  That  is  as  the  Clerk  tmderstanda 
it. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered  upon  thd 
adoption  of  the  substitute  offered  by  Mr.  Trippe. 

The  Clerk  then  commenced  thecal!  of  the  roll, 
and  a  response  was  heard. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  Is  it  now  in  order 
to  say  anything  ? 

The  CLERK.    No  debate  is  in  order. 

Mr.  CADWALADER.  I  move  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  have  unanimous  consent  to 
proceed. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  hope  that  my  colleague 
will  be  heard. 

The  CLERK.  If  there  be  no  objection,  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  will  proceedf. 

Several  members  objected,  and  much  confusion 
enmied. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  da  not  propose  to  make  any 
extended  remarks;  what  I  propose  to  say  I  can  say 
in  just  one  minute,  if  the  House  will  hear  me. 

Mr.  BARCLAY.  I  •propose  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  be  allowed  ten  minutes. 

Mr.  TODD.     I  object. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Then  go  on  with  the  call 
of  the  roll.    I  insist  that  the  call  shall  proceed. 

Mr.  SMITH.    WhoobjecU? 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, [Mr.  ToDD.l 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn,  and  upon  that  motion  I  demand  the 
^eas  and  nays. 

Mr.  TODD.    I  will  withdraw  my  objection. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  Then  I  will  withdraw  my 
motion  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  SMITH.    I  am  very  much  obliged  to  the 

fentleman.  I  promise  that  I  will  not  detain  the 
louse  more  than  a  minute. .  Mr.  Clerk  cmd  gen- 
tlemen of  the  House,  it  is  not  my  purpose  now 
to  go  into  the  discussion  of  this  subject  at  large. 
I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Greorgia,  [Mr.  Trippe,] 
who  has  complimented  me  by  the  proposition  he 
has  made,  to  withdraw  his  resoiulion  for  the 
present;  and  I  then  ask  the  House  to  adjourn, 
for  the  purpose  of  allowing  me  an  opportunity  of 
revising  my  thoughts  and  arranging  them,  so  that 
I  mav  present  them  in  a  shape  that  will  be  under- 
stoou ,  and  my  position  appreciated,  by  the  House. 
It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  upon  the  moment, 
with  the  matter  thus  suddenly  sprung  upon  me, 
I  could  be  able  to  arrange, .in  a  methodical  man- 
ner, my  thoughts;  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  I 
should  be  able  to  classify  them  in  form,  to  be 
presented  with  that  force  and  perspicuity  which 
the  occasion  requires.  I  now  ask  the  indulgence 
of  the  House  to  adjourn,  and  give  me  this  oppor- 
tunity of  making  preparation  for  the  remarks  1 
desire  to' submit.  ^ 

Mr.  LAKE.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  wi\|  make  the  motion  myself. 
I  move  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  rise  to  a 
question  of  order.  The  call  of  the  roll  had  com- 
menced, and  there  had  been  a  response.  The 
motion  to  adjourn  is  not,  therefore,  in  order. 

The  CLERK.  The  point  of  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois  is  well  taken.  A  resjionse  has  been 
heard.  [Cries  of  "  CaU  the  roll  I**^  "  Go  on  with 
the  call  !^'l 

Mr.  SMJTH  If  the  House  insist  upon  my 
going  on  now,  I  shall  ask  that  they  will  give  me 
more  than  ten  minutes.  Besides,  sir,  there  are 
some  papers  that  I  desire  to  refer  to  which  I  have 
not  before  me,  and  cannot  immediately  obtain. 
It  is  now  half-pa^t  three  o*clock,  and  I'hope  the 
House  will  indulge  me  with  an  adjournment. 
[Cries  of  "Order  !**1^ 

Mr.  CADWALADER.  I  think  the  motion  to 
adjourn  is  in  order.  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia rose  before  the  call  of  the  roll  commenced. 
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The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  will  state  that,  before 
the  "gentleman  from  Virginia  addressed  him,  a 
respons*'  wns  heard. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Is  it  now  in  order  to  move  that 
the  House  adjourn  ? 

The  CLERK.  Ft  is  not,  the  call  of  the  roll 
having;  commenced. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  There  is  nothing  in  the 
parliamentary  law  that  I  know  of,  that  will  pre- 
clude a  motion  to  adjourn  from  being-made  while 
the  call  of  the  roll  is  proceeding. 

The  CLERK.  There  has  been  a  response, 
creating  a  state  of  things  wliicK  makes  it  impos- 
sible to  entertain  a  motion  to  adjourn.  [Loud  cries 
of  ♦*  Call  the  roll !"  "  Call  on  !"]. 

The  roll  was  then  called  upon  the  adoption  of 
the  substitute  of  Mr.  Trippe,  and  the  amend- 
ment was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  100; 
nays  110;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Me«i«re.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barksdale,  Bell,  Hcndley 
8.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce,  Branch,  UrookSjBroora, 
BumcU,  Cadwaladcc,  John  P.  Campbell,  Carlile,  CaniUi- 
ers,  Caskie,  Bayard  Clark,  Clingman,  Howell  Cobb,  Wil- 
libnwon  R.  W.  Cobb,  Cox,  Cniwford,  Cullcn,  Davidson, 
Henry  Winter  Dftvis,Denvcr,  Dowdoll, Kdmundson, Elliott, 
Etberidge,  Eiutiii,  Evana,  Florence,  Foster,  Henry  M.  Ful- 
ler, Tiiomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode,  Ureenwood,  J.  Morrison 
Harris,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomas  L.  Harris,  Herbert, 
Hoffman,  Houston,  Jewctt,  George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy 
Jones,  Keunett,  Kid  well.  Lake,  Letcher,  Lindley,  Lump- 
kin, Alexander  K.  Marshall,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Bamuel 
S.  Marshall,  Maxwell,  McMuUin^  McQueen,  Smith  Miller, 
Million,  Mordccai  Oliver,  Orr,  Pame,  Peck,  Phelps,  Porter, 
Powell,  Puryear,  Quitman,  Beade,  Ready,  Rianid,  Ri^i- 
ardson,  Rivers,  Ruffin,  Rust,  Sandtdge,  Savage,  Shorter, 
Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  R.  Smith,  Sneed,  Stewart, 
Swope,  Talbott,  Trippe,  Underwood,  Vail,  Valk,  Walker, 
Warner,  Watkins.  Wheeler,  Whitney,  Winalow,  Daniel  B. 
Wright,  John  V.  Wright,  and  YolUcoffeT— 100. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Albright,  Allison,  Ball,  Barbour,  Barclay, 
Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  BilUnghurst,  Bingham,  Bishop, 
Bliss,  Bradshaw,  Brcnton,  Buffington,  Burlingame,  James 
H.  Campbell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Chaffee,  Ezra  Clark, 
Clawson,  Colfax,  Comins,  Covode,  Cragin,  Cumback, 
Damrcll,  Timothy  Davi:^,  Day,  Dean,  De  Witt,  Dick,  Dick- 
'son,  Dodd,  Dunn,  Durfee.  Edie,  Flagler,  Galloway,  Gid- 
dings,  Gilbert,  Granger,  Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall.  Harian, 
Harrison,  Haven,  Hickman,  HoUoway, Thomas  R.  Horton, 
Howard,  Kelly,  Kelsey,  King,  Knapp,  Knight,  Knowlton, 
Knox,  Kunkel,  Leiter,  Matteson,  McCarty,  Meacham, 
Moore,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Mott,  Murray,  Nichols,  Norton, 
Andrew  Oliver^  Parker,  Pcarce,  Pelton,  Pennington,  Perry, 
Pettit,  Pike,  Pruigle,  Purviance,  Ritchie,  Robbing  Roberts, 
8app,  Scott,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Spinner,  Stanton,  Stran- 
Bban,  Tappon,  Thorington,  Thurston,  Todd,  Trafton,  Ty- 
son, Wade,  Wolbridge,  Waldrun,  Cadwalader  C.  Wasn- 
bume,  Ellilm  B.  Washbume,  Israel  Washburn,  Watson, 
Welch,  WeUs,  Williams,  Wood,  Woodruff,  and  Wood- 
worth— 110. 

Pending  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  BURNETT  Twhen  his  name  was  called) 
rose  and  addressed  the  Clerk. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  must  suggest  to  the 
gentleman  that  all  debate  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  BURNETT.  I  do  not  want  to  make  a 
speech.  I  want  to  stand  correct  upon  the  record, 
and  what  1  have  to  say  will  not  occupy  more  than 
a  minute.  I  have  not  been  in  the  habit  of  troub- 
ling the  House  with  speeches.  I  desire  to  state 
that  I  am  a  Democrat.  I  have  acted  with  that 
party  from  the  commencement  of  the  session  up 
to  the  present  time.  Now,  sir,  however,  I  shall 
vote  ny  upon  this  proposition;  but  in  so  voting 
I  want  it  to  be  distinctly  understood  that  I  do  it  as 
a  choice  of  evils.  Jf  the  amendment  shall  be 
adopted,  and  the  question  recur  upon  the  final 
passage  of  the  resolution  as  amended,  with  the 
understanding  I  now  have  of  the  position  of  the 
gentn.man  named  in  the  resolution  upon  the  great 
platforms  adopted  by  the  Democratic  party,  I 
shall  vote  no.     For  the  present  I  vote  ay. 

Mr.  DAVIDSON  (when  his  name  was  called) 
said:  It  will  be  recollected  that,  upon  a  former 
occasion,  when  a  resolution  similar  to  this  was 
before  the  House,  I  voted  in  the  negative  upon  it. 

I  desire  to  ask  the  House [Cries  of**  Order!*'] 

I  will  say  to  tlic  House  by  way  of  explana- 
tion-— 

Mr.  BARCLAY.  I  object  to  any  personal 
explanation.  I  object  to  any  discussion  what- 
ever out  of  order. 

Mr.  DAVIDSON.  Can  I  be  allowed  to  say  a 
word  ? 

Mr.  SHERMAN  and  others  objected. 

Mr.  DAVIDSON.     I  vote  ay. 

Mr.  JEWETT.  Am  I  right  in  assuming  that 
I  am  not  called  on  now  to  give  a  final  vote? 

The  CLERK.    The  vote  is  not  a  final  one. 

Mr.  JEWETT.     I  vote  ay. 

Mr.  A.  K.  MARSHALL.  I  have  no  personal 
cx;>lanaiinn  to  make.  1  merely  desire  to  say  that 
I  have  a  standing  arrangement  with  Mr.  Mace, 


to  pair  off  at  this  hour  of  the  day,  and,  as  I  do 
liOt  now  sec  him  in  the  Hall,  I  shall  decline  to 
vote.  • 

Mr.  STEPHENS  stated  that  he  had  paired 
off  with  Mr.  Killiak  Miller. 

The  vote  was  then  announced  as  above  stated. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  move  that  the  House 
do  now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  thereupon  (at 
four  o'clock)  the  House  adjourned,  till  to-mor- 
row, at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 


HPUSE-OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  February  1,  1856. 

The  House  was  called  to  order  by  tlie  Clerk  at 
twelve  o'clock,  m.    Prayer  by  Rev.  George  W 
Samsok. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

ELECTION  BY  PLURALITY. 

The  business  first  in  order  was  upon  the  adop- 
tion of  the  follo\iung  resolution,  offered  yesterday 
by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Hick- 
man.] 

Rewtvcdy  That  the  House  will  proceed  immediately  to 
the  election  of  a  Speaker  viva  voce ;  and  if,  after  the  roll 
shall  have  been  called  three  tiroes,  no  member  shall  have 
received  a  majority  of  tlie  whole  number  of  Votes,  the  roll 
shall  again  be  called,  and  the  member  who  shall  then  re- 
ceive the  largest  number  of  votes,  provided  it  be  a  majority 
of  a  quorum,  shall  be  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  Thirty-Fourth  Congress. 

Mr.  KELSEY.  I  move  the  previous  question 
upon  thotfidoption  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.^  COBB,  of  Georgia.  The  main  question 
has  been  ordered;  there  is  no  necessity  for  the 
motion  to  be  made  now. 

Mr.  McdUEEN.  Is  it  in  order  to  move  that 
the  resolution  be  laid  upon  the  table  ? 

The  CLERK.    The  Clerk  thinks  it  is  in  order. 

Mr.  McQ,UEEN.  I  make  that  motion,  and 
demand  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  it. 

Mr.  WHITNEY.  I  think  the  motion  is  not 
in  order.  The  House  has  once  decided  not  to  lay 
the  resolution  upon  the  table. 

The  CLERK.  Other  bt^siness  has  intervened 
since  the  motion  was  made  and  decided^  The 
Clerk  thinks  the  motion  is  in  order. 

Mr.  TRIPPE.    I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 

The  CLERK.  No  debate  is  in  order,  the 
main  question  having  been  ordered. 

Mr.  TRIPPE.  I  am  not  ^oing  to  debate  the 
resolution;  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order  as  to 
whether  the  resolution  is  now  properly  before  the 
House.  I  think  that  it  fell  with  uie  adjournment 
yesterday.  The  authority  on  which  I  base  my 
opinion  may  be  found  in  the  Manual,  page  109, 
section  37.     I  will  read  it: 

"  It  may  be  asked  whether  the  Hon?e  can  be  in  posses- 
sion of  two  moUons  or  prop(»itions  nt  the  same  time,  so  that 
one  of  them  b-iing  decided,  the  other  goes  to  question, 
without  being  moved  anew?  The  answer  must  be  fecial." 

But  here  is  the  point  to  which  I  wish  to  call 
the  particular  attention  of  the  House,  as  affecting 
the  case  before  us: 

"  When  a  q[uestion  is  interrupted  by  a  vote  of  adjourn- 
ment, it  i.s  thereby  removed  from  before  the  House,  and  does 
not  stand  ipw/acfo  before  them  at  their  next  meeting,  but 
mu?t  come  forward  in  the  usual  way." 

The  CLERK.  If  the  gentleman  from  G^eorgia 
has  got  through  with  his  statement,  the  Clerk 
will  state  the  ground  on  which  he  thinks  the  res- 
olution does  come  up  for  action  this  morning. 
The  previous  question  itself  operates  on  the  res- 
olution .  By  /eference  to  page  131  of  the  Manual, 
we  find  that  Parliament  have  three  modes  of  sep- 
aration, to  wit:  by  adjournment,  by  prorogation 
or  dissolution  by  the  King,  or  bytthe  efflux  of 
the  term  for  which  they  were  elected.  Proroga- 
tion or  dissolution  constitutes  there  what  is  called 
a  session,  provided  some  act  has  passed.  In  this 
case,  all  matters  depending  before  them  are  dis- 
continued, and  at  tneir  next  meeting  are  to  be 
taken  up  de  novo,  if  taken  up  at  all.  Adjourn- 
ment, which  is  by  themselves,  is  no  more  tlian  a 
continuance  of  the  session  from  one  day  to  an- 
other, or  for  a  fortnight,  a  month,  <&c.,  aaHfrilum. 
All  matters  depending  remain  in  statu  quo,  and 
when  they  meet  again,  be  the  term  ever  so  dis- 
tant, are  resumed,  without  any  fresh  commence- 
jnent,  at  the  point  at  which  they  were  left.  Their 
whole  session  is  considered  m  law  but  as  one 
day,  and  has  relation  to  the  first  day  thereof. 

Mr.  TRIPPE.  I  also  find  in  the  Manual,  that 
when  a  question  is  interrupted  by  a  vote  of  ad- 


journment, it  is  thereby  removed  from  before  the 
House,  and  does  not  stand  ipso  facto  before  |hera 
at  their  next  meeting,  but  must  come  forward  in 
the  usual  wa^.  And  I  know,  Mr.  Clerk,  that  it 
has  again  and  a^ain  been  determined  that  ques- 
tions are  discontinued  by  adjoummenX.  For  the 
purpose  of  fully  testing  the  sense  of  the  House 
on  the  point  of  order  which  I  have  submitted,  I 
now  take  an  appeal  from  the  Clerk's  decision. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  makes  no  decision. 
He  will,  however,  submit  the  ^ntleman's  ques- 
tion to  the  House  for  its  decision.  Gentlemen: 
those  who  are  of  opinion  that  the  resolution  comes 
up  this  morning,  will  say  ay. 

Mr.  BARCLAY.  I  demand  the  yeas  and  naji 
on  the  question. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  House 
decided,  in  accordance  with  the  Clerk's  8iiggea- 
tion,  that  the  resolution  came  up  as  the  first  mxm- 
ness  in  order. 

The  CLERK.  The  question  recurs  on  the 
motion  submitted  by  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  [Mr.  McCIueen,]  that  the  resolution  be 
laid  on  the  table.  On  this  the  yeasand  naya  are 
demanded.  • 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  motion  was 
disagreea.to — yeas  107,  nays  108;  as  follows: 

TEAS— Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barkadale,  Bell,  Hemfiej 
S.  Benneu,  Bocock.  Bowie,  Boyce,  Branch,  Bcooiu;, 
Broom,  Burnett,  Cadwalader,  John  P.  Campbdl,  CarfUe, 
Caruthers,  Caskie,  Bayard  Clark,  Uowell  Cobb,  WUtiaxa- 
son  B.  W.  Cobb,  Cox,  Crawford,  Davidson,  Henry  Winter 
^Davis,  Dowdell,  Dunn,  Edmundson,  Ellioit,  Enxlish, 
pSthendge,  Eustis,  Evans,  Florence,  Foster,  Henry  M. 
Fuller,  Tlioroas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode,  Greenwood,  AogtUFtns 
Uall,  J.  MorhMin  Harris,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Tbomas  L. 


Marshall,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Samuel  S.  Marshall,  Max- 
well. McMullin,  AlcQueen,  Smith  Miller,  MUlson,  Mill- 
ward,  Moore,  Mordecal  Oliver,  Orr,  Paine,  Peck,  Pti«ips, 
Porter,  Powell,  Puryear.  Quitman,  Beade,  Beady,  Ricaud, 
Richardson,  Rivers,  Ruffin.  Rust,  Sandid|i[«.  Savace,  Scott, 
Shorter,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  Smith.  W^liam  R. 
Smit(),  Sneed,  Stephens,  Stewart,  Swope,  Talbott,  Trippe, 
Underwood,  Vail,  Valk,  Walker,  Warner,  Watkins, 
Wheeler,  Whitney,  Winslow,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  Jolm  V. 
Wright,  and  Zollicoffer— 107. 
NAYS— Messrs.  Albright,  Allison,  Ball,  Banks,  Barbour, 
Barclay,  Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  Billlngburst,  Bingham, 
Bishop,  Bliss,  Bradshaw,  Brenton,  Buffington.BurUn^arae, 
James  H.  Campbell.  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Chaffee,  Exn 
Clark,  Clawson,  Colrax,  Comins,  Covode,  Cragin,  CaUen, 
Cumback,  Damrell,  Timothy  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  De  Witt, 
Dick^  Dickson,  Dodd,  Durfee,  Edie.  Flagler,  Galloway, 
Giddmgs,  Gilbert,  Granger,  Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan, 
Hickman,  Holloway,  Thomas  R.  Hor4>n,  Howard,  Kefly, 
Kelsey,  King,  Knapp,  Knight,  Knowlton,  Knox,  Kunkel, 
Leiter,  Mace,  Matteson,  McCarty,  Meacham,  Killian 
Miller,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Mott,  Murray,  Nichols,  Nonoa, 
Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Pearce,  Pelton,  Perry,  Pettit,  Pike, 
Pringle.  Purvinnce^,  Ritchie,  Bobbins,  Roberts,  Sabiu,  Sage, 
Sapp,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Spinner,  Stanton,  Stranahu, 
Tappan,  Thorington,  Thurston,  Todd,  Trafton,  Tyson, 
Wade,  Waibridge,  Waldron,  Cadwalader  C.  Washbame, 
Ellihu  B.  Washbume,  Israel  Washburn,  Watson,  Wclcli, 
Wells,  Williams,  Wood,  Woodruff,  and  Woodwortli— 10& 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table.  • 

Pending  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio,  said:  Mr.  Oerk, 
I  am  perfectly  willing  to  give  the  friends  of  the 
resolution  every  opportunity  to  pass  it  if  they 
can;  and  I  will  again  vote  against  laying  it  on  the 
table,  so  that  there  may  be  a  direct  vote  of  the 
House  on  the  pvoposition. 

Mr.  SAVAGE.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  will  give  notice 
that  I  shall  offer  the  resolution  which  I  send  to 
the  Clerk 's  desk,  to  be  read  for  information,  if  the 
pend^i^  proposition  is  defeated.  It  is  the  same. 
prop<9Bition  that  I  submitted  in  1849;  and  I  wish 
It  to  be  understood  that  I  now  offernt  as  a  choice 
of  evils. 

The  Clerk  read  the  resolution,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That,  if  the  House  fail  to  elect  a  Sp^ker 
during  the  present  day,  it  will,  on  its  meeting  to-morrow, 
apply  to  this  proceeding,  so  tar  as  practicaUe,  the  princqile 
embodied  in  the  12th  article  of  the  Amendments  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  prescribing  the  mode  of 
electing  a  President  and  Vice  Prestdeirt. 

ReBohed,  That  the  House  will,  upon  the  calling  of  tte 
roll,  cast  its  vote  for  Speaker;  and  if  no  permn  ahall  have 
a  majority  of  all  the  votes,  then  from  the  persons  havini 
the  highest  numbers,  (not  exceeding  three  in  the  list  fx 
those  voted  Ibr.)  the  House  shall  proceed  to  choose  its 
Speaker;  and  it  the  three  persons  on  the  last  vote  abooM 
be  voted  for,  and  neither  of  them  ahould  have  a  m^^ority 
of  all  the  votea,  then  tlie  House  shall  choose  its  Speaker,  by 
another  vote,  from  the  two  highest  on  the  list. 

Mr.  SAVAGE.  Is  it  in  order  to  submit  any 
remarks  on  the  resolution?       ^ 
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few  moments  since,  he  stated  that  if  he  had  been 
here  when  the  bill  was  acted  upon,  hia  vote  would 
have  been  for  it.  I,  therefore,  change  my  vote 
from  nv  to  no. 

Mr.  DOWDELL.  I  change  my  vote  on  that 
statemrat  back  to  no.  ». 

Mr.  PENNINaTON.  Under  those  circum- 
stances, 1  vote  ay. 

The  result  of  the  vote  was  then  announced,  as 
recorded  above. 

NATHANIEL  P.  BANKS.  » 

Mr.  BALL.  L offer  the  following  resolution, 
and  upon  it  I  demand  the  previous  question: 

Raotved.,  ThatNATnAHiEL  P.  Bakks,  of  Massachusetts, 
be,  and  hois  hereby,  declared  Speaker  of  this  House  for  the 
Tliirty-Fourth  Congreas. 

Mr.  KELLY.  I  desire  to  o^er  a  substitute 
for  that  resolution. 

The  CLERK.  It  is  not  in  order  to  do  so  now, 
as  the  previous  question  has  been  demanded. 

Mr.  KELLY.  Then  I  give  notice,  that  if  the 
pending  resolution  is  voted  down,  1  shadl  here- 
after oner  the  following:  , 

Rexolved^  That  Willi  am  ArKK?f,  of  South  Carolina,  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  elected  Bpoaker  of  tiiis  House,  for  the 
Thirty-Fourth  Confregs. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  aemand  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Ball.)  • 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative — yeas  102,  nays  115;  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Albright,  Allison,  Ball,  Barbour,  Henry 
Dennett,  Benson,  BilUng)iuri»t,  Binn^am,  Bishop,  Dli^i>, 
Braddhaw,  Brenxon,  Butlincton,  Burlingamc,  Juuies  H. 
Campbell,  Lewis  D.  CampbnII,  Chaffee,  Ezra  (71ark,  Claw- 
son,  CollaT,  Couiins,  Covode,  <7ragin,  Cumback,  Damrell, 
Timothy  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  De  Witt,  Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd, 
Durfec,  Edie,Fla;jler,C3alloway,Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, 
Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan,  Holloway,  Thomas  R.  Ilor- 
ton,  Howard,  KeNey,  King,  Knapp,  Knight,  ICiiowlton, 
Knox,  Kunkel,  Leitcr,  Mace,  Matte«on,  McCarty,  Meach- 
am,  Killian  Miller,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Mott,  Murray,  Nichols, 
Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Pearce,  Peltnn,  Penning- 
ton, Perr>',  Pettit, -Pike,  Pringle,  Purviance,  Ritchie,  Rob- 
bins,  Roberta,  Sabin,  ^*age,  s^app,  Sherman,  Simmons, 
Spiimer,  Stanton,  Btmnahan,  Tappnn,Thorington,Thur8- 
lon.  Todd,  Traftoft,  'J'yson,  Wade,  Walbridge,  Waldron, 
Cadwalader  C.  Wa«ihbumc,  Ellihu  B.  Washbume,  Fsraf  I 
Washburn,  Watson,  Welch,  Wood,  Woodruff,  and  Wood- 
worth— 102. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay,  Barksdnle,  Bel], 
Hendley  S.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce,  Branch, 
Brook<i,  Broom,  Buniott,  Cadwalader,  John  P.  Campbell. 
Carlile,  (^arutht'rSjXaskie,  Bhyard  Clark,  Clingman,  Howell 
Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Cox,  Crawford,  Cullen, 
David:<on,  Henry  Winter  Davb?.  Denv<?r,  Dowdcll,  Dunn, 
Bdmundhon,  Elliott,  English,  Ethcridgc,  Eu^tis,  Evans, 
Florence,  Foster,  Henry  M.  Fuller.  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller, 
Gomie,  Greenwood,  Au*(utiitU4  Hall,  J.  Morrison  Harris. 
Bamp^on  W.  Harrii*.  Thomas  L.  Harris,  Harrison,  Haven; 
lJerb<;rt,  Hickman,  Hoffman,  Hou-^ton,  Jewett,  George  W. 
Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Kelly,  Kennett,  Kidwell,  Lake, 
Letcher,  Lindioy,  Lumpkin,  Alexander  K.Marshall,  Htim- 
i>hrey  Marshall,  Samuel  S.  Marshall,  Maxwell.  McMiillin, 
McUneen,  Smith  Miller,  MiJKson,  Millward,  Moore,  Mor- 
decai  Oliver,  Orr,  Paine,  Peek,  Phelps,  Porter,  PowpII, 
Pnryear,  (iuitman,  Reaiie,  Ready,  Ricaud,  Richardson, 
Rivera,  Rutfln,  Ru^t,  Sandidg^  Savage,  Seott,  Shorter, 
Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  Smith.  William  R.  Smith,  Snecd, 
Stephens,  Stewart,  Swope,  Tallmtt,  Trippe,  Underwood, 
Vail,  Valk.  Walker,  Warner,  Watkin^,  WelN,  Wheeler, 
Whitney,  Williams,  Winslow,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  John  V. 
Wright,  and  Zollicoffbr— 115. 

So  the  resolution  was  rejected. 
WILLIAM  AIKEN. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Alabama.  I  have  been  endeav- 
oring, during  the  entire  day,  to  obtain  the  floor, 
and  1  trust  that  that  endeavor  will  be  regarded  as 
commendable  by  all  who  may  hear  the  proposi- 
tion that  1  shall  present.  I  tnink  I  can  do  it  now 
with  the  utmost  propriety,  since  my  honorable 
file-leader,  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr. 
Jo.^ES,]  has,  this  morning,  in  a  manner,  parted 
from  the  Democratic  caucus,  in  submitting  the 
name  of  a  very  worthy-gentleman  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  House,  as  its  Speaker  during  the 
pre.sent  Congress.  I  have  been  anxious  for  several 
days  to  try  an  experiment.  That  experiment  may 
fail,  and  it  is  quite  likely  that  it  will  fail;  but  still, 
fts  I  am  one  of  the  few  members  upon  this  floor 
(perhaps  I  might  say  there  were  many  of  them) 
who  dei«ire  nn  organization  o{  this  House,  it  is 
my  duty,  m  least,  to  make  every  endeavor,  and 
fiuhmit  ereryproper  and  plausible  plan  that  1  can 
«uu;g(;st,  to  e^cctthat  object. 

1  am  not  one  of  .those  who  believe  that  this 
House  ought  not  to  be  .organized ;  nor  am  I  one 


of  those  who  believe,  as  some  have  represented, 
that  the  Administration  party  is  the  one  most 
directly  interested  in  the  organization  of  the 
House^  I  am  satisfied ,  as  a  member  of  tiiat  party, 
that  they  are  not.  Our  Government,  sir,  can  go 
on  without  an  organization  of  this  House  until 
the  next  presidential  election.  There  is  no  fear 
about  that. 

But  there  are  other  considerations  which  are, 
perhaps,  of  suflicient  importance  to  l^e  alluded  to 
on  tlus  occasion.  The  country  feels  some  inter- 
est in  the  organis^ation  of  this  House;  and  a  fail- 
ure on  our  part  to  organize  would  effi'ct,  in»  a 
jifccuniary  point  of  view,  almost  every  individual 
before  the  4th  of  March,  1857,  which,  I  believe, 
is  the  time  when  we  may  expect  to  adjourn  if  we 
do  not  organize.  I  had  hoped,  then,  that  that 
object  would  have  been  effected  when  my  worthy 
friend  from  Tennessee  presented,  for  the  consid- 
eration "of  this  House,  a  gentleman  everyway 
worthy  and  well  qualified,  and  1  believe  I  can 
almost  vJuch  for  him.  [A  laugh.]  I  recollect, 
to  have  heard,  in  times  past,  of  a  certain  army, 
or  of  certain  individuals,  attempting  to  pass  a  cer- 
tain place  by  givin";  a  particijlar  word.  The  true 
word,  if  1  am  well  informed,  was  "Shibboleth," 
and  those  who  did  not  understand  the  word  prop- 
erly and  pronounced  it  **Sibboleth,"  were  all 
destroyed.  Now,  perhaps,  the  difliculty  of  my 
friend  from  Tennessee  was  the  same  as  that  of 
those  individuals.  He  arose  here  with  a  com- 
mendable object,  and  I  thank  him  kindly  for 
giving  me  an  opportunity  of  following  in.  his 
illustrious  footsteps.  1  could  say  much  of  that 
gentleman.  His  district  .adjoins  mine,  and  my 
people  think  that  a  better  man  does  not  exist  than 
the  hohorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr. 
Jones.]  If,  then,  I  follow  in  his  footsteps  on  this 
occasion,  no  charge  can  be  laid  at  my  door  for 
pursuins:  such  a  course.  But  the  gentleman  got 
up  and  said  that  he  had  an  **  olive-brandi  **  to 
oflfer.  Perhaps,  like  those  men  of  old  to  whom  I 
have  referred,  he  mispronounced  the  thing,  and 
should  have  said  that  he  had  an  **  Oaver  "  branch 
to  offer,  and  that  may  account  for  his  failure. 
*  Now,  sir,  I  come  with  an  olive-branch — a  true 
olive-branch;  and,  as  some  who  have  watched 
my  course  on  former  occasions  know,  when  we 
are  in  trouble  and  difliculty  1  have  always  such 
a  branch  to  carry.  If  I  shall  succeed  in  convinc- 
ing this  House  that  we  can  now  organize  under 
the  proposition  which  I  shall  present,  1  shall  have 
done  much,  and  shall  feel  perfectly  satisfied  that 
this  day  has  not  been  spent  in  vain. 

Then  the  inquiry  is:  **  What  are  you  going  to ' 
present.'*'  I  have  always  heard  persons  who 
read  novels  say  that  the  wisest  plan  is  to  keep 
tlie  best  for  the  last;  and  perhaps  upon  this  oc- 
casion 1  have  kept  the  best  for  the  last.  I  am 
hbout  to  submit,  for  the  consideration  o^  this 
House  the  name  of  a  gentleman  whose  private 
life  has  not  a  blot  upon  it — the  name  of  a  gentle- 
man whose  Democracy  is  undoubted — the  name. 
South  Americans,  of  a  gentleman  who  has  not 
been  in  the  Democratic  caucus  since  I  have  been 
a  member  of  the  Democratic  party.  1  appeal, 
then,  to  you.  You  seem  to  have  objected  to  some 
gentlemen  only  because  they  were  the  nominees 
of  the  Democratic  party.  Are#you  frank,  are 
you  honest  in  the  declarations  that  you  have  been 
makiiiff  here  and  pending  forth  to  the  whole  coun- 
try daily,  that  you  are  willing  to  vote  for  a  mem- 
ber of  our  party  who  has  not  been  trammeled  by 
the  nomination  of  the  Democratic  caucus  ?  The 
future  will  show  whether  you  were  honest  in  those 
declarations.  I  do  not  oflfer  this  resolution  simply 
to  try  the  strength  of  my  worthy  friends.  I  do 
it  because  I  am  thoroughly  convin(;pd  that  if  a 
majority  of  the  House  can  center  upon  the  gen- 
tleman named  in  it,  a  better  man  they  never  will 
find,  nor  one  who  will  discharge  the  hi^h  duties 
of  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  with 
more  fidelity ,-or  with  a  greater  decree  of  the  dig- 
nity that  becomes  an  American  Statesman.  I 
tender  the  olive-hranch,  and  I  trust  it  will  be  ac- 
cepted. It  is  always  best  to  join  hands  together, 
as  American  people.  Let  us  join,  and  do  the 
work  which  we  were  sent  here  to  do,  and  fill  up 
the  measure  of  our  duties  by  bringing  the  country 
into,  and  leaving  it  in,  a  healthy  condition. 

Mr.  COBB,  fprcsent  my  resolution,  and  upon 
it  demand  the  previous  question.* 

The  resolution  was  reported,  as  follows: 

i2eto/raf, That  the  lion.  William  Aiken,  a  Represent- 


ative from  Bouth  Carolina,  be,  and  he  is  taerebj,  cbowa 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rcpresentative«. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  hope  the  House  will  indulge  mc 
a  moment. 

The  CLERK.  If  there  is  no  objection  the 
gentleman  will  proceed. 

Mr.  COBB.    I  beheve  I  have  the  floor. 

The  CLERK.  The  time  of  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  has  expired. 

Mr.  COBB.  Did  th^  Clerk  reco^ize  me  as 
having  demanded  the  previous  question  ? 

The  CLEIRK.  The  gentleman  moved  the  pre- 
vious question  in  time. 

Mr.  PAINE.  I  wish  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Orr]  if  he  rissa  to  mak^ 
a  personal  explanation? 

Mr.  ORR.  I  desire  to  say,  in  reference  to  the 
resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama, proposing  to  declare  my  colleague  [Mr. 
Aiken]  Speaker  of  the  House,  that  it  meets  with 
my  entire  approval,  and  I  trust  it  may  be  adopted 
by  a  majority  of  the  members  of  this  body. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  move  to  lay 
that  **  olive  branch"  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  VALK.  The  yeas  and  nays  apdn  that 
motion. 

Mr.  DUNN.  I  more  that  the  House  do  nov 
adjourn. 

I      Mr.  PAINE.    I  desire  to  put  a  question  to  the 
'  gentleman  from  South  Carohna. 

I     The  CLERK.    Debate  is  not  in  order  on  tlia 
I  motion  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  DUNN.    I  withdraw  the'  motion. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered  upon  the 
motion  to  lay  the  resolution  upon  the  table. 
I      The  question  was  then  taken,  with  the  follow- 
ing result — yeas  98,  nays  117;  as  follows: 

!      VEA9 — "yies^TA.  Albrifrht,  Allison,  Baokti,  Barbonr,  Bar- 
{  cla>%  ilcnry  Bennett,  Beqson,  Billmghurst.  Binfhanv,  Bl»«y 
'  Bradshaw,  Brenton,  Buffiogton,    BurhnKame.  James  H. 
I  Campbi'll,  Lewiif)  D.  Campbell,  Chaffee,  &ura  Clark,  Claw- 
I  eon,  CollHx,  Coinins,  Covode,  Cragin,  Cullen,  Cuaiback, 
'  Damrell,  Timotliy  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  De  Wilt^  Dicb^  Dirk- 
son,  Dodd,  Durree,  Edie,  Flaglnr,  Galloway,  Giddin^,  GiK 
bort,  Granger.  Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan.  Hidanaa, 
Holloway,  Thomas  ft.   Horton,  Howard,   Keisey,   Kiiq^, 
.  Knapp,  Knight,  Knowlton,  Knox,  Kunkei,  Leiter,  Matte- 
i  son,  McCarty.  Killian  Miller,  Morgan,  Morrill.  M<Mt,  Mar- 
I  ray,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Fearce,  Pelton.  P€^rTy, 
!  Pettit,  Pike,  Piinglc,  Purviance.  ftilchie,  R(^>bins,  Ec4MMt>, 
I  Sabin,  Sage,  Sapp,  Sherman,  Simmonfl,  Spinner,  BtantOB, 
Strnnahan,  Tappan,  Thorington, Thurston,  Todd,  Traiion, 
I  Walbridge,  Waldron,  Cadwalader  C.  Waahbume.  Bltiho  B, 
Wa:!hburne,  Israel  Washburn,  Watson,  Welch,  Wood, 
Woodruff,  and  Woodworth— 98. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Ball,  Barksdale,  Bell,  Hendley  8. 
Bennett,  Bishop,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce,  Branch,  Brooks, 
Broom,  Burnett,  Cadwalader,  John  P.  Campbell,  Carlile, 
Canithers,  Caskie,  Bayard  Clark,  Clingman,  Howell  Ckll>^ 
Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb, Cox,  Crawford,  Davidson,  Henry 
Winter  Davis,  Denver,  Dowdcll,  Donn,  Edmundson,  El- 
liott, English,  Etheridge,  Eul^ti^  Evans.  Florence,  Fu«ser, 
Henry  M.  Fuller,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode,  Greenwood, 
Au<^stu.4  Hall,  J.  Morriifon  Harris,  Sam  peon  W.  Harrv, 
Thuma;)  L.  Harris,  Harrison,  Haven,  Hert>ert,  Hoffman, 
Houston,  Jewett,  George  W.  Jone^,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Kelly, 
Kfjnnett.  Kidwell, 'Lake,  Letcher,  Lindley.  Lumpkin. 
Mace,  Alexander  K.  Marshall,  Humphrey  Manball,  Samael 
S.  Mariihall,  Maxwell,  McMulliu,  McQueen,  Mencbam, 
Smith  Miller,  Millson,  Nichols,  Mordecni  Oliv^,  Orr, 
Paine,  Peck,  Pennington,  Phelps,  Porter,  Powell,  Pury«Mx, 
Quitman,  Keade,  Ready,  Ricaud,  Richardson,  Rivers,  Ruf- 
tin,  Rust,^andidge,  Savage,  Scott,  Shorter,  Samuel  A. 
Smith,  William  Stnilh,  William  R.  Smith,  Sneed,  Stephens, 
Stewart,  Swope,  Talbott.  Trippe,  Tyson,  Underwood, Vail, 
Vnik,  Wade,  Walker,  Warner,  Waikins,  Wells,  Wtteeler, 
Whitney,  Williams,  Winslow,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  Joba  V. 
Wright,  and  Zollicoffer— 117. 

Pendinff  the  <?all, 

Mr.  MEACHAM  (when  his  name  was  called) 
said:  In  order  to  give  a  direct  vote  upon  the  prop> 
osition,  I  vote  no. 

The  CLERK.  The  previous  question  has  been 
demanded.     Is  there  a  second  ? 

Several  Members.    I  second  it. 

Mr.  LAKE,  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  motion  was  not 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  PAINE.    Is  a  remark  in  order  f 

The  CLERK.     It  is  not. 

Mr.  PAINE.  I  inquire  if  the  main  question 
has  been  ordered  ? 

The  CLERK.  It  has  not;  but  there  is  a  second 
to  the  demand  for  the  previous  question,  and 
debate  is  out  of  order. 

The  question  being,  **  Shall  the  main  question 
be  now  put?'*  it  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  CLERK.  The  main  question  is  on  ths 
adoption  of  the  resolution. 
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Mr.  FLORENOe.  Upon  that  I  demand  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  put,  with  the  following 
result — yeas  103,  nays  IIU;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Meosrs.  Allen,  Barksdale,' BeU,  Hendley  B.  Ben- 
nett, Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyre,  Branch,  Brookp,  Broom,  Bur- 
nett. Cadwalader,  John  P.  Campbell,  Cartile,  Caruthera, 
l^^askie.  Bayard  Clark,  cangroan,  UoweU  Cobb,  Williamson 
R.  W.  Cobb,  Cox,  Crawford.  Davidson,  Denver^  Dowdell, 
Edinand<?on,  Elliott,  Enslii^  Eiberidge,  Eusti^,  Evans, 
Florence,  Foster,  Henry  M.  Fuller,  I'bomas  J.  D.  FuHer, 
Ooode,  Greenwood,  Augu«tU8  Hall,  J.  MorriMn  UarriM, 
BampMon  W.  Harris,  Thomas  L.  Harris,  Herbert,  Hoffman, 
Houiiton,  Jewett,  George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jonei*,  Kelly, 
Kennett,  Kidwell,  Lake,  Letcher,  Lindley,  Lumpkin, 
Humphrey.  M^ishall,  Samuel  S.  Marshall,  Maxwell. 
MrMuBin,  McQueen,  Smith  Miller,  MUlson,  Mordecai 
Oliver,  Orr.  Paine.  Peck,  Phelps,  Porter,  Powell,  Puryear^ 
Quitman,  Reade,  Ready,  Ricaud,  Richardson,  Rivers,  Ruf- 
(in.  Rust,  SanditLre,  Savage,  Shorter,  Samuel  A.  Smith, 
William  Smith,  William  R.  Smith.  Sneed,  Stephens,  Stew- 
art, Swope.  Talbott,  TVippe,  Undem'ood,  Voll,  Valk, 
Walker,  Wamer, .  Watkins,  Wells,  Wheeh**  Whitney, 
Williams,  Winslow,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  John  V.  Wright,  and 
Zollicoffer— 103. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Albright,  Allison,  Ball,  Banks,  Barbour, 
Barclay,  Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  Billln^iurst.  Bingham, 
Bisliop,  BliUs,  Bradshaw,  Brentoii.  Buffinj^on,  Burlingame, 
James  n.  Campbell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Chaffee,  Ezra 
Clark,  Clawson,  ColCax,  Comlns,  Covode,  Cragin,  Cullen, 
CTombnck,  Damrell,  Timothy  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  Dc  Witt, 
Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd,  Dunn,  Durfee,  Edie,  Flagler,  Gallo- 
way, Giddings,  Gilbert,  Granger,  Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall, 
Harlan,  Haven,  Hickman,  HoHoway,  Thomas  R.  Horton, 
Howard,  Kelsey,  King,  Knapp,  Knight,  Knowlton,  Knox, 
Kunkel,  Leitcr.  Mnttesop,  McCarty,  Meucham,  Killian 
Miller,  Millward,  Moore,  Morgan.  Morrill,  Mott,  Murray, 
Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Pearce,  Peltdn, 
Pbnnington,  Peny ,  Pettit,  Pike,  Pringle,  Purviance,  Ritchie, 
Bobbins,  Roberta,  Sabin,  Sage,  Snpp,  Scott,  Sherman, 
Simmons,  Spinner,  Stanton,  Siranahan/Tappan,  Thoring- 
ton,  Thurston.  Todd,  Trafton,  Tyson,  Wade,  Walbridge, 
Waldron,"  Cadwalader  C.  Washbiime,  Ellihu  B.  Wa^h- 
Imme,  Israel  Washburn,  Watson,  Welch,  Wood,  Wood- 
raff,  and  Woodworth— 110. 

So  the  resolution  was  not  agreed  to.' 

Before  the  result  was  announced, 

Mr.  WHITNEY  said:  1  have  been  informed 
that  a  chan^  of  my  vote  will  effect  an  election. 
I  have  said  on  this  floor  that  I  would  not  give  a 
vote  which  would  commit  me  to  the  Administra- 
tion; but  I  am  informed  that  thei^ntleman  whose 
Dame  is  contained  in  this  resolution  is  not  a  friend 
to  the  present  Administration.  I  therefore  change 
my  vote,  and  vote  in  the  affirmative. 

ALEXANDER  H.  STEPHENS. 

Mr.  TALBOTT.  I  offer  a  resolution,  which  I 
hand  to  the  Clerk»  and  upon  it  I  demand  the 
previous  question. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
offers  the  following  resolution,  and  demands  the 

Srevious  question  upon  it.    The  resolution  will 
e  read  for  information: 

Resolvedy  That  Alkxandkr  H.  Stephens,  of  Georgiaj 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  declared  SpeakCT  of  tne  House  or 
Representatives  of  the  Thirty- Fourth  Congress.     •  • 

Mr.  BOYCE.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

Mr.  A.  K.  MARSHALL.  I  ask  my  friend 
from  South  Carolina  to  withdraw  that  motion  for 
a  moment. 

Mr.  BOYCE.    Certainly. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  now  move  that  the 
House  proceed  to  vote  for  Speaker  by  ballot. 

The  CLERK.  The  mouon  is  not  in  order, 
inasmuch  as  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  has 
demanded  the  previous  question  upon  his  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  thought  the  resolution 
was  read  only  for  information. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  offered  it,  and 
demanded  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  then  seconded. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  move  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

The  question  was  put,  and  announced  by  the 
Clerk  as  carried,  when  ' 

Mr.  STEWART  demandedHhe  yeas  and  nays 
upon  it. 

Mr.  STANTON.  Then  I  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  WATSON.  I  renew  the  motion  to  adjourn. 

Tellers  were  demanded  and  ordered;  and 
Messrs.  Broom  and* Sherman  were  appointed. 

The  House  was  then  divided  upon  the  motion; 
and  the  tellers  reported — ayes  97,  noes  57. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly  (at  five  minutes  of  four 
o'clock)  adjourned  untu  to-morrow,  at  twelve 
o^clock,  m. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Saturday,  February  2,  1856.  % 

The  House  was  called  to  order  by  the  Clerk  at 
twelve  o'clock,  ra.  Prayer  by  Rev.  George  D. 
Cummins,  of  the  Trinity  (Episcopal)  Church. 

The  Jotimal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved . 

Mr.  TALBOTT  <7btaine^  the  floor. 

ALEXANDER  H.  STEPHENS. 

The  CLERK  stated  that  the  first  business  in 

order  was  upon  the  following  resolution,  upon 

which  the  previous  question  had  been  moved  and 

seconded: 

Retolvedy  That  ALcxAHDea  H.  STSPinNfl  be,  and  hefl 
hereby,  declared  the  Speaker  of  the  Hoase  of  Represent^ 
tives  for  tlie  Thirty-Fourth  Congress. 

Mr.  TALBOTT.  When  I  offered  that  resolu- 
tion yesterday,  I  had  no  conference  with  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Stephens] 
at  all;  but  knowing  his  eminent  qualifications  for 
that  position — knowing  his  national,  conservative 
principles,  I  had  hoped  that,  all  other  propositions 
tiaving  failed,  we  should  be  able  to  concentrate 
the  discordant  elements  of  the  House  upon  him, 
and  thus  bring  about  that  result  which  we  are  all 
so  anxious  to  attain.  Since  that  time,  however, 
I  have  had  a  conference  with  him,  and  he  has  re- 

Jiuested  me  to  withdraw  his  name.    I  rise,  there- 
ore,  in  pursuance  of  that  request,  to  withdraw  the 
resolution. , 

The  CLERK.  The  resolution  will  be  with- 
drawn, if  there  be  no  objection. 

No  objection  was  made,  and  the  resolution  was 
accordingly  withdrawn. 

ELECTION  BY  PLURALITY. 

M r.  SM ITH ,  of  Ten  nessee .  I  have  heretofore 
voted  against  the  adoption  of  the  pluraUty  rule; 
but  as  me  vote  on  yesterday  indicates  that  there 
is  at  least  a  chance  that  a  well-known  man  of 
sound,  national  principles,  under  its  operation, 
may  be  elected,  1  offer  the  following  resolution, 
and  upon  it  I  call  the  previous  question: 

Retolvedj  That  the  House  will  proceed  immediately  to 
the  election  of  a  Speaker  rtra  voce.  If,  after  the  roll  ^all 
have  been  called  three  times,  no  mcipber  shall  have  re- 
ceived a  minority  of  all  the  votes  cast,  the  roll  shall  again 
be  called,  and  the  member  who  shall  then  receive  the 
largest  number  of  votes,  provided  it  be  a  majority  of  a  qno- 
mra,  shall  be  declared  duly  elected  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  Thirty-Fourth  Congress. 

Mr.  GOODE.  I  move  to  lay  that  resohition 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  the  motion.  '       • 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  obtained  the  floor. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  would  suggest  that 
no  debate  is  in  order.     "" 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  am  not  going  to  de- 
bate. I  am  going  to  make  the  single  announce- 
ment to  the  House,  that  1  have  agreed  with  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  E^bie,]  who  had 
paired  off  with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
Faulkner,]  that,  when  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 

f'nia  returned,  I  would  pair  off  with  him  [Mr. 
mrie]  for  two  weeks.  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia is  this  morning  in  his  seat,  and  I  shall  there- 
fore be  compelled,  under  the  arrangement  I  have 
made,  from  this  time  forward,  to  decline  to  vote. 
If  I  could  have  foreseen  that  the  important  ques- 
tions before  the  House  were  now  about  to  be  set- 
tled, T  should  have  declined  to  have  entered  into 
any  agreement  by  which  my  name  would  fail  to 
appear  upon  the  record .  I  regret  tlie  necessity  I 
am  under,  but  have  felt  it  due  to  mysotf  to  state 
to  the  House  .the  reason  why  my  name  will  not 
appear  upon  the  record. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  upon  laying 
the  resolution  upon  the  table;  and  the  question 
having  been  taken,  was  decided  in  the  negative — 
yeas  104,  nays  114;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Aiken,  Barksdale,  Bell,  Hendley  S.  Ben- 
nett, Bocock,  Bowie,  Uoyce,  Branch,  Brooks,  Broom,  Bur- 
nett, Cadwalader,  John  P.  Campbell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell, 
Carlile,Canitliers,Ca»kie,  Howell  Cobb,  William<on  U.  W. 
Cobb,  Cox,  Crawford,  Davidson,  Henry  Winter  Davit*, 
Denver,  Dowdell,  Dunn,  Edmundson,  Elliott,  Enjilish, 
Etheridgc,  Eustis,  Evans,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Foster, 
Henry  M.  Fuller,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller, Goode,  Greenwood, 
Augustus  Hall,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Sampson  W.  Harris, 
Toomas  L.  Harris,  Harrison,  Herbert,  Honinan,  Houston, 
Oeorfe  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Keitt,  Kennett,  Kid- 
weH,  Lake,  Letcher,  Lindley,  LuiQpkin,  Alexander  K. 
Marshall,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Samuel  S.  Mnr»iliall,  Max- 
well. McMulUn,  Mcaueen,  Smith  Miller,  Mlilson.  Mill- 
ward,  Moore,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Haine,  Peck,  Phelps, 
Porter,  Powell,  Purycar,  Quitman,  Ready,  Ricaud,  Riv- 
eia,  Ruffla,  Rust,  Sandidge,  Savage,  Scott,  Shorter,  WilUam 


Smith,  William  R.  Smith.  Sneed,  Stephens,  Stewart, 
Swope,  Talbott.  Trippe,  Underwood,  Vail.  Valk,  Walker. 
Warner,  Watkms,  wheeler,  Wlwtney,  W  inslow,  Daniel 
B.  Wright,  John  V.  Wright,  and  Zollicoffer— 104. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Albr^t,  AUen,  Allison,  Ball.  Banks, 
Barbour,  Barclay,  Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  BilUnghurit, 
Bingham,  Bishop,  Bliss,  Bradsbaw,  Brentou,  Bulfington, 
B«rTingame,  James  H.  Campbell,  Ctiaflec.  Bayard  Clark, 
.Ezra  C^ark,  Clawson,  Clingman,  Colfax,  Comins,  Covode, 
Cragin,  Cnllen,  Cumback|  Damrell.  Timothy  Davis,  Day, 
Dean,  De  Witt,  Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd,  Durfee,  Edie.  Flag- 
ler, Galloway,  Giddings,  Gilbert,  Granger,  Grow,  Robert  B. 
HaJI,  Harlan,  Hickman,  HoHoway,  Thomas  R.  Horton, 
Howard,  Jewett,  Kelly,  Kelsey,  King,  Knapp,  Knight, 
Knowlton,  Knox,  Kunkel,  Leiter,  Mace,  Mntleson,  Mc- 
Carty, Meaeham,  Killian  Miller,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Mou, 
Murray,  Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Pearce, 
Pelton,Pennmgton,  Perry,  Pettit,  Pike,  Pringle,  Purviance, 
Ritchie,  RobMns,  Roberts,  Robison^  Sabin,  Sa|e,  Sapp,  - 
Sherman,  Simmons,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  Spinner,  Stanton, 
Stranahan,  Tappau.  Thorington,  Thurston,  Todd,  Trafton, 
Tyson,  Wade,  Walbridge,  W^Udron,  Cadwalader  C.  Wash- 
bume,  Eilihu  B.  Washbume,  Israel  Washburn,  Watson, 
Weleh,  Wells,  WUliams,  Wood,  Woodruff,  and  Wood- 
worth— 114. 

So  the  resolution  was  not  laid  on  the  table. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  ordering  the 
main  question. 

Mr.  CARLILE.  Has  the  main  question  been 
ordered,  Mr.  Clerk .^ 

The  CLERK.  It  has  not*  but  the  previous 
question  has  been  seconded. 

Mr.  CARLILE.  Is  it  in  order  to  move  an 
amendment? 

The  CLERK.    It  is  not. 

Mr.  CARLILE.  I  rose,  sir,  for  the  purpose 
of  offerftig  the  following  resolution  as  a  substitute 
for  that  onerod  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Tennessee.     I  give  notice  that 
I  shall  not  accent  any  amendment.     I  care  not 
»what  it  is,  I  shall  not  accept  it. 

Mr.  Carlile*b  proposed  amendment  was  read, 
as  follows: 

Re$otoed.  That  the  Hon.  William  Aikek,  a  Representa- 
tive from  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  be,  and  ho  Is  hereby, 
declared  the  Speaker  of  the  Thirty- Founh  C^ongres-4. 

The  main  question  on  Mr.  Smith's  resolution 
was  ordered. 

MR.  smith's  RESOLUTION. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  the  passage  of  the  r^olution. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  113,  nays  104;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Albright,  Allison,  Ball,  Banks,  Barbour, 
Barclay,  Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  BillinRhurat,  Bin^hnni, 
Bishop,  Bliss,  Bradsbaw,  Brenton,  Butfin«ton,  Burtiiigame, 
James  H.  Campbell,  Chaffee.  Bayard  Clark,  Ezra  Clark, 
Clawson,  Clingman,  Colfax,  Comins,  Covode,  Crasjin,  Cum- 
back,  Damrell.  Timotliy  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  Dc  Witt.  Dick, 
Dickson,  Dodcl,  Durfee,  EdIe,  Flagler,  Gallou-ay,  Giddings, 
Gilbert,  Gfanger,  Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan,  Herbert, 
Hickman,  HoHoway,  lliomas  R.  Horton,  Howard,  Jewett, 
Kelly,  Kelsey,  King,  Knapp,  Knight,  Knowlton,  Knox, 
Kunkel,  Leiter,  Mace,  Malleson,  McCnrty,  Mencham, 
Killian  Miller,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Mott,  Murray,  Nichols, 
Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Pearce,  Pelton,  Penning- 
ton, Perry,  Penit,  Pike,  Pringle,  Purviance,  Richie,  Rob- 
bins,  Roberts,  Rnblson,  Sabin,  Sa^,  Sapp,  Sherman,  Sim- 
mons, Samuel  A.  Smith,  Spinner.  Stanton,  Stranahan, 
Tnppan,  Thorington,  Thurston,  Todd,  Trafton,  Tyson, 
Wnde,WaIbrnlge,  Waldron,  Cadwalader  C.  Wa^libunie,  El- 
lihu B.  Washbunie,  Israef  Wa.-hbum,  Watftm,  Welch, 
Wells,  Williams,  Wood,  Woodrulf,  and  Woodworth— 113. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barksdale,  Bell,  Hendley 
S.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce,  Branch,  Brooks,  Broom, 
Burnett,  ( 'adwalader,  John  P.  Campbell,  Lewis  D.  Camp- 
bell, Cartile,  Caruthers,  Caskie,  Howell  Col»b.  William -ton  R. 
W.  Cobb,  Cox,  Crawford,  Davidson.  Henry  Winter  Davis, 
Denver,  Dowdell,  Dunn,  Edmundson,  Elliou,  English,  EUi- 
eredge,  Eunis,  Evans,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Fottor,  Henry 
M.  Fuller,  Tliomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode,  Greenwood,  Augus- 
tus Hall.  J.  Morrison  Harri-*,  Sampson  \V.  Harris,  Thomas 
L.  Hams,  Harrison,  Hoffman,  HoHc^ton,  Gcorj'  W.  Jonts, 
J.  Glancy  Jonen,  Kelit,  K^nnetl,  Kidwell,  Lake,  Letcher, 
Lindley,  Lmnpkin,  Alexander  K.  Marshall.  Hujiphrey  Mar- 
shall, Samuel  S.  Marshall,  Maxwell,  McMullin,  McUueen, 
Smith  Miller,  Millson,  Millward,  M«M>re,  Mordecjii  Oliver, 
Orr,  Paine,  Peck,  Phflps,  Porter,  Powell,  Purjear,  Quit- 
man, Read?,  Ready,  Ricoiid,  Riverc,  Ruffin,  Rnst,  Sandidec, 
Savage,  Scott,  Shorter,  William  Smith,  William  R.  Smith, 
Sneed,  Stephens,  Stewart,  Swope,  Talbott,  Trippe,  Under- 
wood, Vail,  Valk,  Waiker,  Warner,  Waikins,  Wheeler, 
Whitnev,  Winslow,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  John  V.  Wright, 
and  Zollicoffer— 104. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

WITHDRAWAL  OF  MR.  ORR. 

Mc.  ORR.  My  name  was  put  in  iiomination 
some  two  weeks  ago  by  the  Democratic  prfrty  of 
the  House  for  the  sjioakership.  Very  many  votes 
have  taken  place  since  that  time,  and  the  result 
has  shown  that  tJte  purpose  aimed  at  by  that 
party — to  increase  their  strenp;th  by  chanpng  thoir 
nominee — has  not  been  accomplished ;    The  com- 

Flimentary  vote  yesterday  given  to  my  colleague, 
Mr.  Aikek,]  renders  it  very  evident  to  my  mind 
that  he  would  be  abie^o  concentrate  more  strength 
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than  myself;  and,  as  1  desire  to  see  this  House 
organized  upon  national  principles,  in  opposition 
to  sectionalism,  I  take  this  occasion  to  return  to 
my  party  friends  my  hearty  thanks  for  the  com- 
pliment they  have  shown  me  in  my  nomination, 
and  for  the  fidelity  with  which  tbey  have  sus- 
tained me;  and  I  unconditionally  withdraw  itty 
name  from  the  contest. 

PLURALITY  RULE AGAIN. 

Mr.  BOYCE.  I  move  to  rescind  the  resolution 
just  adopted  by  the  House,  and  ask  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  the  motion. 

Mr.  Smith  ,  of  Tennessee.  I  move  to  lay  the 
motion  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  that  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.  . 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  *of  Maine.  I  would  in- 
quire if  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  voted 
in  the  majority?  If  he  did  not,  he  has  no  right 
to  move  to  rescind  the  resolution. 

The  CLERK.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Clerk, 
that  makes  no  difference.  The  gentleman 'has 
the  right  to  make  the  motion. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Smith  's 
motion  to  lay  upon  the  table;  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  117,  nays  101;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Mesara.  Albrifht.  AUen,  Alliiion,  Ball,  Banks, 
Barbour,  Barclay,  Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  Billinsburst, 
Bintham,  Bishop,  fili«s,  Bradsbaw,  Brenton,  Buflingtoo, 
Burungame,  James  H.  Campbell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell, 
Chauee,  Bayard  Clark,  Ezra  Clark,  Clawson,  QUngman, 
Colfax,  Comins,  Covnde,  Cragin,  Cullen,  Comback,  Dam- 
rell,  Timothy  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  De  Witt,  Dick,  Dickson, 
Dodd,  Durfee,  Edie,  Flagler,  Galloway,  Giddingn,  Gilbert, 
Granger,  Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan,  Herbert,  Hickman, 
Holloway,  Thomas  R.  Horton,  Howard,  Jewett,  Kelly,  Kcl- 
iM^y,  King,  Knapp,  Knigfat,Knowlton,  Knox,  Kunkcl,  Lciter, 
Mace,  Mattesbn,  McOarty,  Mcacham,  Killian  Miller,  Mor- 
ffan,Morrill,  Mott,  Murray,  Nichols,  Norton,  Andntw  Oliver, 
Parker,  Pearce,  Pelton,  Pennington,  Pern',  Pettit,  Pike, 
Pringle,  Purviance,  Ritchie,  Bobbins,  Roberts,  Robison, 
Babin,  Sue,  Sapp,  Sherman,  Simmons.Samucl  A.  Smith, 
Spinner,  Stanton,  Stranahan,  Tappan,  Thoringtim,  Thurs- 
ton, Todd,  Trafton,  Tyson,  Wade,  Walbridge,  VValdron. 
Cadwalader  C  Washbume,  Ellihu  B.  Washburne,  Israel 
Wasbbum,  Watson,  Welch,  Wells,  Williams,  Wood, 
Woodruff,  and  Woodworth— 117. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Aiken,  Barksdale,  Bell,  Hcndley  S.  Ben- 
nett, Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyec,  Branch,  Brooks,  Broom,  Bur- 
nett, Cadwalader,  John  P.  Campbell,  Carlile,  Caruthers, 
Caskio,  HowttU  Cobb.  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  C«x, 
Crawford,  Davidsn^,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Denver,  Dow- 
dell,  Dunn,  Eklmundson,  Elliott,  English,  Etheridge,  Eus- 
tis,  Evans,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Foster,  Henry  M.  Fuller, 
Tliomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode,  Greenwood.  Augustus  Hall, 
J.  Morrison  Harris,  Sampan  W.  Harris,  Tnomas  L.  Harris, 
Harrison.  Hoffman,  Houston,  George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy 
Jones,  Keitt,  Kennett,  Kidwell,  Lake,  Letcher,  Lindluy, 
Lumpkin,  Alexander  K.  Marsha*)!,  Humphrey  'Marslmll, 
Samuels. Marshall, Maxwell, McMiillin,  McQueen,  Smith 
Miller,  Millson.  Millward,  Moore.  Mordccai  Oliver,  Orr, 
Paine,  Peck,  Phelps,  Porter,  Powell,  Puryear,  Quitman, 
Ready,  Ricaud,  Riven<,  Ruffin,  Rust,  Sandidge,  Savage, 
Scott,  Shorter,  William  Sraitli,  William  R.  Smith,  Sneed, 
Stephens,  Stewart,  Swope,  Talbott,  Trippe,  Underwood, 
Vail,  Valk,  Walker,  Warner,  Walking,  Wheeler,  Whitney, 
Win«?low.  Daniel  B.  Wright,  John  V.  Wright,  and  ZolU- 
coffer—lOl. 

Mr.  A.  K.  MARSHALL.  I  send  the  follow- 
inff  preamble  and  resolution  to  the  Clerk's  desk. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  make  the  point  of  order, 
that  no  proposition  is  in  order  under  the  resolu- 
tion we  nave  just  adopted  except  to  vote.  I  do 
not  know  what  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  is.  I  have  no  objectipn  to  its 
bcin^  read  for  information,  but  I  raise  the  ques- 
tion in  advance,  that  it  is  not  in  order. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  jreutleman  is  not  in  ord»^r. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  Well,  sir,  I  desire  to  have 
it  read,  an^l  then  the  question  of  order  decided. 

The  prdltmble  and  resolution  were  read,  as  fol- 
lows; 

Whereas,  the  names  of  different  members  of  this  House 
have  been  presented  for  the  office  of  Speaker,  by  rei>oIu- 
tion,  and  by  dirtct  vole,  or  a  vote  t:tntam<  nnt  thereto,  and 
such  re^ohitions  have  nil  been  rejected,  tl.us  provini?  timt  a 
majority  of  the  menil»errfare  unwillinz  to  confer  saidotlice 
upon  any  perw>n  yet  thu;4  propo^ofi :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  it  shall  not  bf,  in  order  njiain  to  propose 
or  vole  for  any  member  of  this  Hou'^r  for  Sp<?akcr  whose 
name  has  been  propo*»^d  for  that  otRc;  by  rcjjolution,  and 
which  has  been  rejected,  either  by  direct  vote  on  such  prop- 
osition, or  by  a  vote  laying  it  on  the  table ;  and  that  in  all 
future  ballots  for  Speaker,  votes  given  to  sucli  person,  or 
persons,  shall  be  n'jected,  and  not  counted  by  the  Clerk ; 
and  that  all  persons  who  may  hereafter  be  propo.-ierl  and 
rejected.  In  th^  manner  contemplated  in  thirf  resolution, 
«haU  be  deemed  unacceptable  to  a  majority  of  thi.-*  l^>dy,  and 
nhall  not  again  be  proponed  or  voted  for:  provided  *>aid vote 
js  taken  wiili  the  con»eut  of  the  person  voted  for. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  will  stale  that  the 
House  has  just  passed  a  resolution  to  proceed 
immtdiaUly  to  vote  for  SpeaJier.    Under  the  order 


of  the  House,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Clerk — he 
makes  no  decision — tliat  the  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.      The  rule  just 
adopted  by  the  House  prescribes  that ,  on  the  fourth 
ballot,  the  person  having  the  highest  number  of 
votes  shall  oe  declared  to  be  the  SpeaRer  elect. 
Then,  sir,  upon  the' fourth,  ballot,  this  contest 
must  be  terminated;  and  that  all  may  be  prepared 
for  that  crisis,  and  come  here  understanaingly  to 
know  how  to  act,  I  move  that  thisHouse  do  now 
adjourn,  and  that  the  contest  be  decided  on  Mon- 
day next.    .One  party  we  know  is  thoroughly 
jlrflled  and  ready  to  act.     The  other  is  not. 
■  Mr.  CLINGMAN.    I  differ  from  the  gentle- 
^an  from  Tennessee.    I  hope  the  House  will  not 
adjourn. 

Mr.  KEITT.  We  might  very  well  take  two 
votes  this  evening. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  the  motion  to  adjourn. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  ad- 
journ ;  and  it  was  disagreed  to — yeas  84,  nays  133; 
as  follows: 

YEAS— Measn.  Allen,  Barksdale,  Bell,  Hendlev  S.  Ben- 
nett, Bocock,  Boyce,  Branch,  Brooks,  Burnett,  Cadwalader, 
John  P.  Campbell,  Carlile,  Caruthera.  Ca»kic,  Howell  Cobb, 
Cox,  Crawford,  Davidaou,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Denver, 
Dowdell,  Dunn,  Edmundson,  Elliott,  Etheridoe,  Eu^tis, 
EvanB,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Henry  M.  Fuller,  Thomas  J. 
D.  Fuller,  Goode,  Greenwood,  Augustus  Hall,  J.  Morrisou 
Hari'iti,  ^ampiiou  W.  Harris,  Thomaa  L.  Harris,  Harrison, 
Herbert,  Hoflbian,  Hou<non,€reorKe  W.  Jones,  Keitt,  Kid- 
well,  Lrtcher,  Lumpkin,  Alexander  K.  Marshall,  Hum- 
Rhrey  Marshall,  Bamuel  ».  Marshall,  Maxwell,  McMullin, 
[cQ.ueen,  Smith  Miller,  Millson,  Mordecai  Ohver.  Orr, 
Paine,  Peck,  Phelps,  Powell,  Reade,  Ready,  Rivers,  Ruflfin, 
Rust.  Sandidjte,  Savage,  Scott,  Shorter,  William  Smith, 
William  R.  Smith,  Sneed,  Stewart,  Trippe,  Underwood, 
Vail,  Valk,  Walker,  Warner,  Watkins,  WinsloW|  Daniel 
B.  Wright,  John  V.  Wright,  and  Zollicoffer— 84. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Albright,  Allison,  Ball,  Banks^arbour, 
Barclay,  H«nry  Bennett,  Benson,  Billinghurst,  Bingham, 
Bishop,  Bliss,  Bowie,  Bradshaw,  Brenton,  Broom,  Buffing- 
ton,  Buriingame,  James  H.  Campbell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell, 
ChaiTee,  Bav-urd  Clark,  Ezra  Clark,  Clawson,  Clingman, 
W.  R.  W.  Cobb,  Colfkx,  Comins,  Covode,  Cragin,  Cullen, 
Cumback,  Damrell,  Timothy  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  Do  Witt, 
Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd,  Durfee,  Edie,  Etiglisb,  Flagler,  Foster, 
Galloway,  Giddings,  Gilbert,  Granger,  Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall, 
Harlan,  Hickman,  Holloway,  Thomas  R.  Horton,  Howard, 
Jewett,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Kelly,  Kelsey,  King,  Knapp, 
Knight,  Knowlton,  Knox,  Kunkel,  Lake,  Leiter,  Lindley, 
Mace,  Matteson,  McCarty,  Meacham,  Killian  Miller,  Mill- 
ward,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Mou,  Murray,  Nichols,  Nor- 
ton, Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Pearce,  Pelton,  Pennington, 
Perry,  Pettit,  Pike,  Porter,  Pringle,  Purviance,  Puryear, 
Quitman,  Ricaud,  Ritchie,  Robbins,  Roberts,  Robi8on,Sa- 
bin,  Sage,  Sapp,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Samuel  A.  Smith, 
Spinner,  Stanton,,  Stephens,  Stranahan,  Swope,  Talbott, 
Tappan,  Thorington,  Thurstofi,  Todd,  Trafton,  Tyson, 
Wade,  Walbridge,  Waldron,  Cadwalader  C.  Washbume, 
Ellihu  B.  Washuturne,  Israel  Washburn,  Watson,  Welch, 
Well;*,  Wheeler,  Whitney,  Willnms,  Wood,  Woodrufl, 
and  Woodworth— 133. 

MOTION  TO  RESCIND  THE  PLURALITY  RULE. 

Mr.  WALKER.  1  move  that  thenlurality  rule 
be  rescinded.  [Several  Members f  The  motion  is 
not  in  order.]  I  maintain  that  it  is  in  order;  for 
since  the  vote  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  rescind, 
which  was  moved  by  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Boycc,]  business  intervened.  The 
motion  is  in  order;  and  I  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  it. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  insist  that  the  motion  to 
rescind  is  not  in  order;  it  has  once  been  moved 
and  defeated,  and  cannot  be  again  renewed  during 
this  day. 

Air.  WALKER.  I  differ  from  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  GOODE.  The  motion  to  rescind  is  in 
ordor;  for  have  we  not  seen  the  plurality  rule 
ai^in  and  a^fain  moved,  and  without  any  point  of 
order  beiujj  raised  on  its  repetition.^ 

Mr.  CLlNGM  AN.  But  the  plurality  rule  was 
offered  when  defeated  on  another  day;  that  is  not 
the  case  with  the  pending  motion  to  rescind.  I 
admit,  if  a  parliamentary  day  intervened,  that  the 
motion  would  be  in  order.  A  narliamentary  day 
has  not  intervened,  and  I  hola  that  it  is  not  in 
order  to  renew  the  motion  to  rescind  on  the  same 
day  that  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  WALKER.  Let  the  Clerk  decide;  I  have 
offered  my  motion^ 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  thinks  the  motion 
in  order. 

Mr.  BARCLAY.  Put  the  question  to  the 
House. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  repeats  that  he 
thinks  the  motion  is  in  order;  but,  as  there  seems 
to  be  various  opinions  on  the  point  of  order,  he 


Mrill  submit  it  to  the  House  for  its  decision.  Ii 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  in 
order .' 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Vir^nia.  I  demand  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  that  question. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  MEACHAM.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
We  have  just  passed  a  resolution  tnat  the  Hou«e 
immediutefy  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  Speaker; 
and  I  insist  that  that  order  must  be  carried  out. 

The  CLERK.  *  There  is  one  question  of  order 
already  pending.  The  House  is  in  the  act  of 
giving  its  decision. 

Mr.  MEACHAM.  I  wiU  withhold  the  point 
then  for  the  present. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  83,  nays  J28;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messni.  Barksdale,  Hendlev  8.  Bennett,  Bocock, 
Doyce,  Branch,  BUmeU,  John  P.  Campbell,  CartDe, 
Caruther«,  CaMkie,  Howell  Cobb.  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb, 
Cos,  Crawford,  Davidson,  Dowdell,  E^undson,  Ellioct, 
Enflt^,  Btheridfe,  Euttis,  Evans,  Faulkner,  Ftormce, 
Foster,  Ilenrv  M.  Fuller,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode, 
Greenwood,  Auguj^tus  Hall,  J.  Morriron  Harris,  SampsoD 
W.  Harriti,  Thomas  L.  Harris,  Harrison,  Hoffman,  Uoos- 
tou.  George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Kci(^  Kenneit, 
Kidwell,  Lake,  Letcher,  Lumpkin,  Alexander  K.  Mar«4iall, 
Humphrey  Marshall,  Samuel  8.  Marshall,  MaxweU, 
McMulUn,  McQueen,  Smith  Miller,  Millward,  Moore,  An- 
drew Oliver,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Paine,  Peck,  Pbelp«,  Por- 
ter, Powell,  Pur>'ear,  Reade.  Ready,  Riven),  Kuffin,  Bsut^ 
Savage,  Scott,  Shorter,'  William  Smith,  Sne«d,  Stewart, 
Talbott,  Trippe,  Underwood,  Valk,  Walker.  Warner, 
Watkins,  Wmslow,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  John  V.  Wright,  and 
ZolHeoffer— 83. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Albri^t,  Allen,  Allison,  Barboar,  Barclay, 
Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  Billinghurst,  Bingham,  Bifbo^ 
Bliss,  Bowie,  Bradshaw,  Brenton,  Brooks,  Broom,  BuJ- 
flngton,  Burlini^amc,  James  H.  Campbell,  Lewis  D.  Camp- 
bell, Chaifec,  Bayard  Clark,  Ezra  Clark,  Clawaon,  Cling- 
man, Colfax,  Comins,  Covode,  Cragin,  Cullen,  Cumback, 
Damrell,  Heniy  Winter  Davis,  Timothy  Dovis,  Day,  Dean, 
Denver,  De  W  iu,  Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd,  Dunn,  Durfee, 
Edie,  Flagler.  Galloway,  Giddings,  Gilbert,  Granger,  Grow, 
Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan,  Herbert,  Hickman,  Holloway, 
Thomas  R.  Horton,  Howard.  Jewett,  Kelly,  Kets«y,  King, 
Knapp,  Knight,  Knowlton,  knox,  Kunkel,  Leiter,  Mace, 
Matteson,  McCorty,  Mcacham,  Killian  Miller,  MilJsoo, 
Morgan,  Morrill,  Mott,  Murray,  Nichols,  Nortoo,  CM, 
Parker,  Pearce,  Pelton,  Pennington,  4*erry,  Pettit,  Pike, 
Pringle,  Purviance,  Quitman,  Ricaud,  Ritchie,  Robbis«, 
Roberts,  Robison,  Sabin,  Sage.  Sandidge,  Sapp,  SberiDan, 
Simmons,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  R.  Smith,  Spioner, 
Stanton,  Stephens,  Stranahan.  Tappan,  Thorinston,  Thura- 
ton,  Todd,  Trafton,  Tyson.  Vail,  Wade,  Walbridge,  Wal- 
dron, Cadwalader  C.  Wasnbume,  Ellihu  B.  Wadibome, 
Israel  W^ashbum,  Watson.  Welch,  Wheeler.  'Whitney, 
Williams,  Wood,  Woodruff,  and  Woodwortli— 198. 

So  the  House  decided  Mr.  Walkca's  rootion 
out  of  order. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr.  PAINE.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  House  refused 
to  adjourn. 

[The  announcement  that  the  House  refu.sed  to 
adjourn,  was  received  by  the  galleries  w^th  shouts 
of  applause.] 

Mr.  ORR.  If  the  Hous^  is  to  be  constantly 
annoyed  by  applause  from  the  galleries,  1  sha^l 
move  that  they  be  cleared.  [Several  MEMBtat. 
And  we  will  vote  with  you  J  I,  of  course,  ex- 
clude the  ladies*  gallery.     [Laughter.] 

ELECTI<«N  OF  SPEAKER. 

The  CLERK.  The  roll  will  now  be  called, 
under  the  order  of  the  House,  which  was  adopted 
this  morning. 

The  House  proceeded  to  vote  the  one  JMindred 
and  thirtieth  time  for  Speaker,  with  the  following 
result:  Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  215;  neces- 
sary to  a  choice,  108;  of  which — 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks  received 109 

W^illiam  Aiken 93 

Henry  M.  Fuller 14 

Lt'wi.-4  D.  Campbell 4 

Daniel  Wells .■    % 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  Bank^^Mea^irn.  Albrij^ht,  Allii*on,  Barbour,  Ball, 
Henry  Beiiiiou,  Bon$aii,  Billi'ij;hurst,  Binghaoi,  Bt<hop, 
Bli!;5,  Brad  iiaw,  Rromon,  Burtiii^on,  Buriingame,  James 
H.  Campbt'll,  Lowi^  D.  Campbell.  Chaffee,  Ezru.  Clark, 
Clnwson,  Colfax,  Comins,  Covode,  Crasin,  Cumback, 
Damrell.  Timothy  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  De  Witt,  Dick,  Dtck- 
son,  Dodd,  Dunce,  Edie,  Flagler,  Galloway,  GlddinKs*  Gil- 
hert.  Granger,  Grow.  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan,  Holloway, 
Thomas:  K.  Horton,  Howard,  Kelsey,  Kin;,  Kimpp,  Knighl, 
Knowlton,  Knox,  Kunkel,  Leiter,  Mace,  Mntte£«a,  Mc- 
Carty, Meaeham,  Killian  Miller,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Mott, 
Murray,  Nichol;*,  Norton.  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Pearce, 
Pelton,  Pcrr>',  Pettit,  Pike,  Prinfle.  Purviance,  Uitchie, 
Kobbins,  ilob4'rt!i,  Robi-^n,  Babin,  ^d^,  ^pp,  Sherman, 
Bimipons.  Spinntr,  Stanton,  Stmnahon,  Tappan,  Thoring- 
ton, Thurston,  Todd,  Trafton,  TysoQ,  Wade.  Walhri4ge, 
Waldron,  CadwaUder  C.  Waalibume,  £.  B.  Waaiibani*, 
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discussion  ;*'  "  Too  late. "]    I  want  an  answer  to 
that  question  bcibre  1  cast  my  vote.  ^ 

Mr.  RUST.  I  call  the  gentleman  to  order. 
The  question  comes  from  a  >y-on^  quarter.       » 

Mr.  BARCLAY.  I  am  in  order.  I  am  upon 
the  floor;  and  before  I  cast  my  vote  I  desire  to 
know  upon  what  platform  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  stands,  and  I  ask  him  to  answer 
my  question.  I  also  ask  him  whetTierhe  has  not 
addressed  a  letter  to  the  Hon.  Humphrey  Mar- 
shall, of  Ke^ilucky  ?  and  whether  he  has  made 
any  pledges  satisfactory  to  the  southern  wing  of 
the  National  American  party  ? 

Mr.  BOYCE.  I  object  to  any  questions  being 
asked. 

Mr.  BARCLAY.  I  ask  the  gentleman  what 
his  position  is  ?  I  ask  him  if  he  has  not  written 
such  a  letter? 

Mr.  AIKEIN.  I  am  not  a  candidate  for  the 
speakership.  IjT  my  friends  think  proper  to  place 
me  in  that  position,  I  shall  serve  them  to  the  best 
of  my  ability. 

Mr.  BARCLAY.  1  shall  then  withhold  my 
Tote  for  the  present.* 

Mr.  H.  MARSHALL.  I  desire  to  say  to  the 
House,  that  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
has  addressed  no  letter  to  me  upon  any  subject 
whatever. 

Mr.  BARCLAY.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  if  he  has  seen  any^uch  letter? 

Mr.  PAINE.     I  desire  to  say  a  word. 

The  CLERK.    Discussion  is  out  of  drder. 

Mr.  PAINE.  Inasmuch  as  one  or  two  gentle- 
men^ave  been  heard,  I  thought  I  might  also  be 
heard.  ^^ 

The  CLERK.    The  Clerk  would  state  that  t^ 
gentlemen  who  have  been  heard,  dpoke  when 
uieir  names  were  called  in  their  regular  order; 
and  there  was  no  objection;  but  if  the  House 
will  hear  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 

Mr.  PAINE.  All  I  want  to  know  is  whether 
they  will  extend  the  same  courtesy  to  me  they 
have  to  other  gentlemen  ? 

Mr.  CULLEN  (when  his  name  was  called) 
said:  I  vote  for  Henrt  M.  Fuller,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, to  the  last. 

Mr.  WALKER  fwhen  Mr.  Henrt  M.  Ful- 
ler's name  was  called)  said:  I  beg  to  announce 
that  Mr,  Hekrt  M.  Fuller  has  paired  oflT. 

Mr.  LINDLEY  (when  his  name  was  called) 
said:  1  hope  the  House  will  indulge  me  in  a  few 
remarks: 

The  CLERK.  If  there  be  no  objection,  the 
gentleman  from  Missouri  will  proceed.  Is  there 
objection  ? 

Several  Members  objected. 

Mr.  A.  K.  MARSHALL  (when  his  name 
was  called)  addressed  the  Clerk. 

The  CLERK.  Is  there  objection  to  the  gen- 
tleman proceeding  ? 

Several  Members  objected. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Kentucky.  I  rise  to  a 
question  of  order.  I  ask  whether  this  House  has 
a  right,  under  the  parliamentary  law,  to  prevent  a 
member  from  explaining  his  vote? 

The  CLERK.  The  gentlemen  from  Kentucky 
are  aware  that  the  House  is  acting  under  a  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  would  suggest,  purely  as 
a  matter  of  expediency,  whether' it  will  not 
greatfy  protract  our  proceedings  if  we  allow  these 
personal  explanations  ? 

Mr.  MARSHALL.    I  do  not  think  it  will. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  say  it  with  great  respect 
to  the  gentlemai)  iVom  Kentucky. 


*  I  take  occasion  to  say,  my  reference  to  a  letter  having 
been  written  to  the  Hon.  Uumpbrkt  Marshall,  or,  in- 
deed, a  letter  having  b«en  written  at  all  by  Mr.  Aikbn,  was 
not  correct,  i  was  so  informed  Just  before  the  final  taJlot 
came  on ;  and  hence  my  inquiry  of  the  position  of  Mr. 
AiKBN.  As  I  have  ttince  been  informed,  the  (hcts  are  these  : 
The  Hon.  Mr.  A.  K.  Marshall,  of  Kentucky,  propounded 
certaiQ  inquiries  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Aiken  after  the  balloting 
under  the  plurality  rule  commenced.  One  of  which  was~» 
Are  you  opposed  to  the  American  party  ?  To  which  Mr. 
Aiken  replied  in  substance  as  follows :  "  I  have  never  said 
anything  against  that  party.  [  have  never  opposed  them, 
and  have  no  feeling  against  tliat  party."  As  a  Democrat 
who  indorsed  fully  tlie  resolutions  passed  at  the  caucus 
referred  to,  t  could  not  consent  that  the  position  of  the 

Sarty  should  be  abandoned,  and  our  candidate,  the  Hon. 
AMES  li.  Orr,  laid  auietly  on  the  shelf  by  a  mere  resolu- 
tion offered  in  the  House,  without  caucus  consultation ; 
and  especially  under  the  circumstances  referred  to,  I  could 
not  cast  my  vote  for  Mr.  Aikbn.  though  he  is  a  gentleman 
whom  I  estaem  veiy  highly,  without  a  publie  avowal  of  his 
position. 


Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  This  is  the  last 
ballot,  and  gentlemen  cannot  take  more  than  ten 
minutes  in  explaining.  I  hope  there  will  be  no 
objection  made. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  wiU  withdraw  the  ob- 
jection. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  am  willing  to  sit  here  until 
twelve  o'clock  at  night,  to  enable  gentlemen  to 
explain  their  votes  upon  this  ballot. 

The  CLERK.  If  there  be  no  objection,  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  will  proceed. 

Several  Members  objected. 

Mr.  READY.  The  House  has  power  to  grant 
leave,  and  I  itlove  that  leave  be  given  to  the  gen- 
tleman to  proceed. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  will  read  the  resolu- 
tion which  the  House  itself  adopted,  and  under 
which  it  is  now  acting. 

Mr.  HERBERT.  I  move  to  rescind  that  reso- 
lution. 

The  CLERK.  That  motion  is  not  in  order 
during  the  call  of  the  roll.  The  resolution  is  as 
follows: 

Rewolvedy  That  during  the  call  of  the  roll  no  debate  or  per- 
sona] explanatiob  shall  be  in  order,  and  this  rule  and  the  ten- 
minute  rule  shall  not  be  suspended  except  by  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  House. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  do  not  think  I  come 
within  the  purview  of  that  resolution.  Read  it 
again. 

The  resolution  was  again  read. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  will  see  that  a 
single  objection  stiffices  to  prevent  him  from  pro- 
ceeding. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Several  gentle- 
men have  beenpermitted  to  explain. 

The  CLERK;.  By* the  unaiumous  consent  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  JONES.  Certainly,  sir;  and  I  hope  others 
will  be  allowed  the  seune  privilege. 

Mr.  PURYEAR.  It  is  evident  that  there  are 
several  gentlemen  upon  this  floor  who  deem  it 
important  that  they  should  give  their  reasons  for 
their  votes.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  that  rule  will 
be  suspended. 

The  CLERK.    That  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  PURYEAR.  I  know  that  it  would  be 
highly  gratifying  to  many  gentlemen  here  to  have 
an  opportunity  of  explaining  their  course. 

Mr.  A.K.MARSHALL.  I  see  before  me  a  gen- 
tleman of  the  Democratic  party,  whose  acquaint- 
ance I  formed  on  my  way  to  this  city,  while  trav- 
eling together  in  the  cars.  We  conversed  freely 
together.  During  tlie  protracted  struggle  which 
we  hlhre  had  here,  now  about  to  close,  I  have 
been  often  reminded  of,  to  me,  an  interesting  and 
impressive  conversation  which  occurred  between 
us.  The  position  of  parties  on  this  floor,  and 
especially  the  action  or  that  little  band  of  friends 
with  whom  I  have  acted,  and  the  attitude  in  which 
we  all  stand  before  the  country  just  now,  remind 
me  most  forcibly  of  what  then  passed.  He,  in 
reply  to  hopes  confidently  expressed  by  me,  told 
me  1  was  young  as  a  politician,  and  a  stranger  to 
the  constitution  and  character  of  political  combi- 
nations; that  when  I  should  reach  Washington 
I  would  find  that  the  American  party  had  no  real 
existence;  that  in  the  North  it  was  merged  and 
lost  in  a  different  and  indeed  an  antagonistic  prin- 
ciple; that  the  few  southern  men  who  would 
meet  here,  unsustained  by,  unassociatcd  with, 
and  wholly  unaided  by  northern  support,  would 
not  be  able  to  make  the  least  stand  or  show  as  a 
party  on  the  floor  of  Congress.  I  think  my  fHend 
Mrill  take  back  that  declaration  now,  and  I  think 
I  can  say  with  truth  that,  with  northern  friends, 
few  but  faithful,  we  have  not  only  stood  here  as 
a  distinct  and  separate  party,  but  that  we  have 
fought  a  good  fignt. 

But  gentlemen,  my  friends,  we  have  not  yet  fin- 
ished our  course.  We  have  yet  a  duty  to  perform. 
The  battle  in  which  we  have  till  now  been  en- 
gaged, has  been  a  party  fight.  We  have  been 
contending  Cor  party  existence,  for  party  suprem- 
acy. We  have  demanded  from  our  Democratic 
friends  a  recognition  of  our  existence,  our  re- 
spectability, our  patriotism;  and  an  acknowledg- 
ment upon  their  part  that  they  did  us  injustice  in 
the  opinion  they  expressed  by  the  resolution 
passed  in  their  first  caucus,  and  the  declaration 
made  in  regard  to  us  in  that  resolution.  We  have 
fought  a  good  fight  for  our  party;  and  we  have 
done  more — we  nave  con(juered  for  them.  The 
Democracy  havb  no  candidate  for  the  oflUce  of 


Speaker  before  us  now.  Is  there  a  nominee  of 
that  party  here  ?  Is  there  a  Democratic  platform 
now  presented  which  bears  on  its  face  an  oflfenae 
and  indignity  to  the  American  party?  No,  sir; 
neither  is  beiore  this  body  now.  They  have  lost 
sight  of  both,  and  why  should  we  remember  them 
longer? 

So  far,  then,  we  have  fought  a  good  fight;  but 
I  repeat  to  my  friends  we  have  not  yet  finished 
our  course.  We  have  a  higher,  pnore  sacred  duty 
to  perform.  Having  done  thus  much  for  our 
party — having  done  5l  that  party  could  reqtiire — 
naving  done  all  that  it  has  been  our  duty  as  party 
men  to  do-;~having,  as  I  believe,  proved  our- 
selves equal  to  any  contest,  and  now  standing  here 
upon  this  battle-field  victorious  over  the  much 
larfi;er  numbers  who  have  assailed  us,  we  have 
a  duty  to  perform  to  our  country.  Looking  at 
the  condition  of  this  House  and  the  country,  we 
should  ask  what  is  our  duty  now  ?  Not  as  party 
men,  not  as  members  of  any  particular  oi^aniza- 
tion,  but  as  Americans.  1  appeal  to  thoae  who 
have  been  acting  with  me  thus  far,  who  have  acted 
in  accordance  with  principles  which  they  and  I 
htfve  justly  advocated,  wnose  conduct  through- 
out I  am  proud  to  applaud,  whose  bold  and  fear- 
less defense  of  their  principles  has  eomnaended 
itself  not  only  to  their  friends  but  even  to  their 
enemies,  and  won  for  them  an  acknowledgment 
and  recognition  far  more  honorable  than  any  mere 
numbers  could  command. 

What,  I  ask,  is  now  our  duty?  Our  ^aflant 
leader — and  I  leave  him  with  as  much  reluctance 
as  ever  clansman  leA  his  honored  chieAan — has 
fallen — not  dishonored,  ^ay,  he  has  not  fallen; 
but  gracefully  and  gloriously  retired  fVom  a  con- 
flict in  which  he  has  met  every  issue  openly, 
stood  every  test  without  flinching,  paraea  each 
heated  or4pal  without  even  the  smell  of  fire  upon 
his  garments,  and  retires  beloved  6y  his  friends, 
and  admired  by  his  enemies.  [Applause  on  the 
Democratic  side.  1  Now,  what  must  we  dor  Sir, 
there  is  presented  to  us  this  question,  in  my  view 
of  it:  Shall  there  be  a  sectional  organization  of 
this  House,  such  as  would  provoke  and  excite  a 
portion  of  the  people  of  this  country,  and  bring 
about  an  agitation  which  is  to  be  deplored,  and 
might  prove  dangerous,  or  shall  we  for  a  time 
give  up  our  particular  party  organization,  and 
unite  with  those  who,  having  already  done  this, 
are  willing  to  act  with  us,  and  with  whom  we 
hgree  upon  the  great  paramount  questions  of  the 
day  ?  I  wfsh  to  be  understood  here  and  at  home. 
My  position  is  somewhat  peculiar  in  this  House. 
I  have  been  for  years  a  Democrat;  I  am  one  still, 
afi  I  think.  I  represent  a  Whig  constituency — a 
district  which  has  heretofore  been  lately  Whip — 
and  I  owe  to  Whig  votes  my  position  on  this 
floor;  but,  sir,  I  represent  an  American  constitu- 
ency, real,  true;  and  never  will  I,  for  a  moment, 
abandon  the  principles  of  that  American  party; 
and  in  voting  now  for  one  acting  with  the  Demo- 
crats, I  shall  do  so  under  the  firm  conviction  that 
those  who  are  my  friends  at  home  will  excuse — 
nay  more,  will  approve — the  course  I  now  take, 
when,  on  the  ground  of  absolute  necessity,  and 
in  accordance  Vith  the  principles  of  Americanism, 
I  ccust  my  vote  to  save,  if  possible,  the  country 
from  degradation.  Having,  as  I  hope  and  believe, 
thus  far  faithfully  performed  my  duty  to  m]y>arty, 
I  continue  that  course  now  by  casting  my  vote  for 
my  whole  country.    I  vote  for  Mr.  Aiken. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  desire  to  give  notice  now 
that  I  shall  hereafter,  without  respect  to  friend  or 
foe,  object  to  any  further  discussion  during  the 
call  of  the  roll. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  am  about  to  vote  for  a  man 
in  no  spirit  of  partyism. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  object  to  the  gentleman 
proceeding. 

Mr.  W A  LKER .    I  make  no  speech ;  but • 

Mr.  STANTON'.    I  object. 

Mt.  WALKER.  I  am  not  going  to  make  a 
speech.  1  have  only  to  say,  that  I  vote  for  a  man 
who  has  not  sought  oflice^^to  whom  nfiice  has 
been  tendered — a  man  true  to  the  Consutution  of 
the  country.    I  cast  my  vote  for  William  Aikkn. 

Mr.  PAINE.  I  ask  the  House  to  indulge  ms 
in  a  single  remark. 

Mr.  OTANfON.    I  object. 

Mr.  PAINE.    I  wish  merely  to  say 

Mr.  STANTON  and  others  objected. 

Mr.  PAINE.  I  do  not  wish  to  Miy  anything 
out  of.  order. 
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ness  and  so  much  dignity,  and  vrithout  having 
assumed  the  exercise  of  any  right  which  was  not 
clearly  and  legitimately  his,  who  has.rcfused,  on 
Questions  of  order,  to  give  any  decision, — I  ask 
Uiat  gentleman  if  he  will,  now,  on  this  great  and 
vital  question,  dare — ah!  that  is  the  word — 
whether  he  will  dare,  in  the  absence  of  all  official 
power^  to  induct  into  tliat  chair  a  man  who  has 
not  received  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  this  body  ? 
If  he  does,  I  will,  for  one,  have  to  chang:c  much 
of  the  high  opinion  which  I  have,  and  still  hold, 
for  that  honorable  gentleman. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio,  took  the  floor. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  will 
permit'  the  Cleric  to  make  a  few  words  of  expla- 
nation. The  House  adopted  a  resolution  to-day 
providing  in  terms  that,  at  a  certain  stage,  a  plu- 
rality vote  should  govern.  The  Clerk  will  say 
to  the  gentleman  fVom  Kentucky  that,  if  be  has 
any  feeling  in  this  canvass,  it  is  not  certainly 
in  favor  of  the  gentleman  fVom  Massachusetts. 
The  course  was  pursued  according  to  the  terms 
of  the  resolution,  which  it  was  thought  was  the 
proper  one.  The  Clerk  was  actuated  by  no 
motives  but  those  of  a  desire  to  continue  to  be 
impartial.  He  consulted  with  the  officers  of  the 
House,  who  are  older  and  better  acquainted  with 
the  duties  of  this  station  than  himself.  He  also 
con;iulted  with  the  gentlemen  who  are  tellers,  and 
who  represent  the  two  great  parties  respectively. 
The  consultation  resulted  in  this  conclusion,  if 
there  is  error  in  the  matter,  he  throws  himself 
on  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  trusting  that  the 
gentlemen  who  have  sustained  him  thus  far  will 
carry  him  ^irough  the  question  which  is  now  abo^ 
to  be  settled. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  Mr.  Clerk,  from 
the  beginning  I  have  held  that  a  Speaker  ought 
to  be  elected  by  a  majority  vote;  and  I  now  sub- 
mit it.to  the  honor  of  those  gentlemen  who  voted 
for  the  plurality  rule,  whether  it  does  not  become 
them  now  to  carry  out  that  rule,  and  end  the 
struggle  that  has  been  disgraceful  to  us  and  the 
country  ? 

I  have  heard  a  great  deal  ab^ut  the  dan^rs  of 
a  dissolution  of  the  Union.  What !  -has  it  come 
to  this  that  the  election  of  any  man  can  dissolve 
this  glorious  Um'on  ?  [Applause.]  I  do  not  care 
what  may  be  the  sentiments  of  the  gentleman 
who  is  to  preside  over  -our  deUberations,  I  shall 
be  found  one  of  the  foremost  in  assailing  him  if 
he  dares  to  do  anything  that  would  separate  the 
Union  of  these  State|L 

It  would  seem  th^the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky has  taken  the  Union  under  his  particular 
charge.  Sir,  I  think  that  there  are  those  of  us 
in  the  free  States  who  will  be  found  to  the  last  for 
the  Union  of  these  States.  I  am  an  American. 
1  am  for  the  Constitution  of  my  country,  as  the 
highest  law  which  is  to  control  our  political  action, 
and  for  the  union  of  these  States  under  any  cir- 
cumstances that  may  surround  us.  If  I  thought 
that  my  heart  was  capable  of  cherishing  a  senti- 
ment that  would  tend  to  a  disruption  of  this 
Union,  I  would,  if  I  could,  tear  it  out  and  castit 
to  the  dogs.  • 

This  struggle,  Mr.  Clerk,  ought  to  be  closed, 
and  it  ou^ht  to  be  closed  now,  when  tlie  proposi- 
tion hpus  been  fhirly  made  and  fairly  jnet. 

Mr.  CUNGMAN.  WiU  the  genUeman  yield 
me  the  floor  for  a  few  moments  ? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    IwUldoso. 
•     Mr.  RUST.    Allow  me  to  offer  a  resolution. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.    I  will  hear  it. 

Mr.  RUST.    My  resolution  is  as  follows: 

Retolvedy  Tbat  it  it  the  sense  of  this  Hoo8«,  that  under 
the  operation  of  the  plurality  rule,  this  day  adopted,  a  reso- 
lution declaring  the  person  who  receives  the  highest  num- 
ber of  votes  to  be  Speaker,  is  necessary  to  be  agreed  to  by 
«  majority  of  the  House,  before  the  person  so  receiving  the 
highest  vote  can  take  the  chair. 

Allow  me  to  make  one  observation.  I  will  not 
take  up  much  of  your  time. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  am  only  occupying  the 
floor  by  the  permission  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio. 

Mr.  RUST.  I  would  not  have  offered  this  res- 
olution if  I  had  not  believed  that  I  should  have 
been  ]]^rmitted  to  explain  it.  I  want  this  resolu- 
tion to  be  voted  upon,  because  I  believe,  >vith  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Ca»^pbell,]  that 
every  man  who  voted  for  the  plurality  rule  is 
bound  in  good  faith  and  honor  to  vote  for  Mr. 
BvNKs.  I  believe  so,  and  I  want  them  to  be 
brought  up  to  the  issue. 


I  shall  make  no  declarations  as  to  my  regard 
for  the  Union.  I  shall  manifest,  by  my  votes 
upon  this  floor,  my  fidelity  to  the  Constitution; 
but  I  hold  that  every  man  who  voted  for  the  plu- 
rality rule  is  bound  to  vote  for  Mr.  Banks,  and 
I  want  them  to  come  up  and  give  that  vote. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  have  the  floor  no\<r  to 
say  a  few  words.  I  was  endeavoring  to  get  it 
when  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  rose,  and  as  soon 
as  the  point  of  order  was  raised.  I  anticipated/ 
something  of  this  early  in  the  session;  and  when 
I  spoke  of  going  for  tne  plurality  rule,  the  ques- 
tion was  frequently  put  to  me  by  gentlemen  upon 
the  other  side,  whetner,  if  that  rule  was  adopted, 
I  would  then  vote  for  such  a  resolution  as  was 
adopted  in  1849.  I  replied,  that  I  regarded  no 
such  resolution  as  necessary,  because  the  previous 
resolution  was  sufficient — that  it  was  the  act  of  a 
majority  of  the  House.  That  was  the  opinion  I 
then  entertained,  and  I  hold  the  same  opinion 
now.  The  resolution  declares  that  the  person 
who  receives  the  highest  number  of  votes  shall 
be  Speaker.  The  tellers  merely  announce  who 
has  that  vote,  tmd  I  entertain  the  opinion  that  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  can  take  his  seat 
under  the  resolution.  That  was  and  is  now  my 
opinion.  But  I  saw  that,  if  the  plurality  rule  were 
resorted  to,  whether  or  not  you  could  pass  a  res- 
olution declaring  the  gentleman  who  received  the 
highest  number  of  votes  for  Speaker  would  depend 
upon  its  phraseologY.  I  say  now  to  the  gentle- 
man fVom  Ohio,  ana  to  others,  that  if  a  resolution 
shall  be  offered  declaring  that  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  has  been  elected  Speaker,  by  vir- 
tue of  that  plurality  resolution,  it  they  thmk  it 
necessary,  I  will  vote  for  it,  * 

Mr.  clerk,  I  want  to  say  further,  that  I  antici- 
pated that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  or 
some  one  entertaining  the  same  opinions  as  he  does, 
would  be  elected,  f  have  thought  all  the  session 
that  the  chances  were  against  any  other  result. 
That  was  my  expectation  at  the  beginning  of  the 
session,  and  has  been  all  along.  I  thought  that, 
if  he  came  in  under  the  plurality  rule,  there  might 
be  such  a  struggle  as  this;  and  I  examined  this 
question.  I  have  not  been  disappointed  in  the 
result.  My  object  was,  to  get  an  organization. 
I  hoped  it  mi^ht  have  been  different.  I  thought 
i  t  might  possibly  be* 

I  have  nothing  to  say  in  reference  to  the  votes 
of  any  gentleman.  Penhaps,  hereafter,  we  may 
discuss  that.  But  I  am  grained  that  the  House 
has  been  orcanized,  thus  farTby  the  election  of  a 
Speaker.  Ihave  no  resolution  drawn  up,  or  I 
would  offer  it;  but  I  stand  ready  to  vote  for  a 
resolution,  declaring  that  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  has,  by  virtue  of  the  plurality 
resolution  and  the  votes  taken  thereunder,  been 
elected  Speaker. 

Mr.  H.  MARSHALL.  Following  the  prece- 
dent made  in  1849,  and  following  the  Constitu- 
tion, which  says,  that  the  House  shall  elect  its 
Speaker  and  other  officers,  there  is  no  doubt,  in 
my  opinion,  that,  whenever  a  Speaker  goes  into 
that  chair,  he  must  go  there  upon  a  f  ote  of  the 
House,  and  a  plurality  is  not  the  House^  although 
the  House  may  determine  that,  upon  a  given  bal- 
lot, a  plurality  may  indicate  the  determination 
that  the  majority  will  take. 

I  have  voted  against  the  plurality  rule  at  every 
stage  of  this  proceeding.  I  voted  for  the  plurality 
rule  in  1849,  and  I  do  not,  of  course,  hold  gentle- 
men to  any  responsibility  for  a  breach  of  Uic  Con- 
stitution who  have  voted  for  the  plurality  now. 
I  did  not  vote  for  it  now,  just  because  I  did  not 
want  the  consequences  to  come  which  are  now 
upon  us.  In  lo49,  when  I  did  vote  for  the  plu- 
rality rule,  and  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Georgia  was  elected  under  it  Speaker  of  the 
House,  I  then  voted  with  the  majority  to  put  him 
in  the  chair;  and  it  is  now  my  opinion  tliat,  with- 
out any  breach  of  honor,  ana  without  any  breach 
of  faith,  the  gentlemen  who  voted  for  the  plural- 
ity ought  to  carry  out  the  detc]:mination  of  that 
plurality,  and,  by  a  majority  vote,  put  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia.  Allusion  has  been 
made  to  what  occurred  here  at  the  time  that  I  was 
elected  Speaker  of  this  House;  and  as  I  differ 
with  some  of  my  friends  with  reference  to  their 
construction  of  what  was  done  then,  and  what  is 
necessary  to  be  done  now;  and  as"*!  may  be  called 
upon  to  vote  upon  some  resolution  connected 
with  this  matter,  I  desirs  to  placa  myself  right 


before  the  House,  and  to  give  the  reasons  for  the 
vote  which  I  shall  give. 

In  1849,  when  it  was  determined  to  adopt  the 
plurality  rule,  it  was  assailed  as  violative  of  the 
Constitution.  In  order  to  avoid  any  difficulty 
upon  that  subject,  it  was,  by  general  consf^nt 
amon^  those  who  were  in  favor  of  it,  agreed  that 
a  resolution  should  be  offered  affirming  the  elec- 
tion, and  thjit  was  done.  At  that  time,  occupy- 
ing the  position  that  I  did,  I  was  asked  the  ques- 
tion, whether,  in  my  opinion,  it  was  necessary 
that  this  thing  should  be  doi«  ?  I  gave  the  same 
opinion  then  tnat  I  entertain  now,  and  that  I  have 
repeatedly  given  when  asked  the  question  during 
this  canvass;  and  I  feel  it  due  to  candor  now  to 
state  it.  I  hold  that  it  is  necessary  for  a  majority 
of  this  House  to  elect  a  Speaker;  but  I  bold, at 
the  same  time,  that,  a  majority  of  this  House 
adopting  the  plurality  rule,  when  a  plurality  vole 
is  cast  for  any  member,  he  is  elected  by  virtue  of 
the  resolution  originally  adopted  by  a  majority 
of  the  House.  [Applause.] 
When,  sir,  it  was  thought  there  was  a  probability 
that  the  gentleman  for  whom  I  voted  would  be 
elected,  Fgave  that  opinion  then.  I  also  gave  it 
to  those  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  who 
thought  proper  to  ask  my  opinion  iipon  Uie  «ib- 
ject.  I  entertain  no  doubt  in  reference  to  it. 
Therefore,  I  cannot  agree  with  either  of  my 
friends  from  Kentucky ,jlhat  it  is  incumbent  upon 
those  who  voted  for  theplurality  rule  to  perfect 
the  election  of  Mr.  Banks  by  a  resolution.  I 
think  Mr.  Banks  has  already  been  elected.  My 
fViends  upon  this  floor  know  that  I  have  appealed 
to  them,lVom  the  commencement  of  this  struggle 
down  to  the  present  time,  against  the  passage  of 
the  plurality  rule;  but  with  the  conviction  upon 
my  judgment  that  Mr.  Banks  has  been  elected  by 
virtue  of  the  operation  of  this  rule,  I  feel  bound 
to  vote  for  a  resolution  declaring — what  I  have 
avowed  as  my  opinion — that  he  is  elected  Speaker 
of  this  House;  and  I  do  not  hold,  in  doing  ro, 
that  I  am  participating  in  the  election  of  Mr. 
Banks;  for  every  man  here  who  knows  anything 
of  the  course  I  nave  pursued  in  this  Conffress, 
knows  I  have  fought  against  this  result.  1  say 
I  have  struggled  against  it,  and  neither  of  my 
friends ,  the  gen  tlcman  from  Arkansas ,  [Mr .Rrsr,] 
or  the  gentleman  firom  Kentucky , [Mr.  A.  K.  Mar- 
shall,] now  rcCTet  the  result  more  than  I  do.  I 
speak  confidently  of  my  feelings,  compared  with 
their  own  upon  this  subject.  But,  holding  the 
Qpinions  which  I  have  avowed  here,  I  am  bound 
to,  and  shall,  vote  for  a  resolution  declaring  that 
an  election  has  been  held,  and  in  doing  so,  shall 
in  nowise  feel  myself  responsible  for  an  election 
which  1  have  uniformly  and  earnestly  opposed 
with  every  honorable  means  in  my  power. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS.  I  send  to  the  Clerk  a  reso- 
lution, which  I  offer  for  adoption. 

Mr.  AIKEN.  I  desire  to  say  one  word.  I  ask 
the  permission  of  this  House  to  escort  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Banks]  to  the 
chair,  agreeably  to  the  courtesy  usual  under  such 
circumstances.  ["  Good,  good !"  and  **  That  is 
right!**] 

Mr.  WILLIAMS.  I  will  modify  my  resolu- 
tion by  adding  thereto  the  words:  "And  that  the 
Hon.  William  Aiken,  of  South  Carolina,  be 
requested  to  escort  him  to  the  chair,  as  Speaker 
elect." 

The  resolution  was  then  ceportcd,  as  foQows: 

Resolvedj  That  the  Hon.  Nathaniel  P.  Bawks,  Jr.,  a 
Representative  or  the  State  of  Massacbosetts.  be  dccbucd 
duly  elected  Speal^r  of  this  House  for  the  Thirty-Fowii 
Congress,  under  the  plurality  rule  adopted  by  tliis  Home, 
and  the  vote  taken  thereon  by  which  the  electioa  was  made; 
and  that  the  Hon.  William  Aixlm,  of  South  Carolina,  bs 
requested  to  escort  him  to  the  chair,  as  Speaker  elect. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  move  to  lay  the  resolution 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  I  desire  to  say  a 
very  few  words.  That  Mr.  Banks  is  properly 
elected  Speaker  of  the  House,  by  the  vote  la^ 
taken,  there  can  be  no  doubt. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS.    I  withdraw  my  resolution. 

The  CLERK.  If  tliere  be  no  objection,  it  will 
be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  AIKEN.    I  renew  my  motion. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  believe  I  have  the  right  to  the 
floor,  but  if  the  gentleman  fVom  South  Carolina 
[Mr.  Aiken]  desires  to  make  any  remarks,  I  will 
give  way  with  pleasure. 

Mr.  AIKEN;    Goon. 

Mr.  SMITH.    As  I  said  hefbn,  therd  ii  not 
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the  least  doubt  that  Mr.  Baxks  is  elected  Speaker 
of  this  House,  and  I  suppose  it  would  oe  the 
common  judgment  of  the  House  that  he  has  been 
duly  elected.  It  is  a  clear  proposition,  that  when 
any  one  man,  or  any  body  of  men,  have  a  duty 
to  perform,  a  duty  is  imphed  to  use  th^  means  to 
accompliflh  the  performance  thereof.  It  was  the 
duty,  m  my  judgment,  of  the  conservative  mem- 
bers in  this  House  to  combine  in  or^er  to  prevent 
the  election  which  has  just  been  achieved,  and 
this  result,  deplored  by  so  many  upon  this  floor, 
is  the  effect  of  a  Angling  management  which  I 
shall  take  occasioiA)  follow  no  more  forever. 

Mr.  RUST.    I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

The  CLERK.  If  the  House  will  permit,  the 
Clerk  will  present  the  proposition  of  the  gentle- I 
man  from  South  Carohna.  The  gentleman  asks 
permission  to  escort  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts [Mr.  Banks]  to  the  Chair,  as  Speaker 
elect  of  this  House. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  hope  a  vote  will  be  taken 
upon  that,4tnd  that  there  will  be  no  objection. 

Mr.  RUST.  I  submitted  a  resolution,  which 
is  now  pcndi^. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  offered  a  substitute  for 
the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Arkansas. 

The  CLERK.  The  ^ntleman  from  Arkansas 
has  not  the  floor,  and  his  proposition  is  not  now 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  RUST.    I  have  not  yielded  the  floor. 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  rose  for  the 
purpose  of  presenting  a  point  of  order,  and  not 
for  debate. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  AJabama.  I  have  the  floor 
myself. 

Mr.  RUST.  I  took  the  floor  upon  a  point  of 
order,  and  I  shall  keep  it  until  the  point  of  order 
is  decided. 

The  CLERK.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Clerk,  the 
gentlemai^^is  not  in  order.  When  ihe  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Campbell]  was  addressing  the 
House,  he  yielded  to  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Clikgman,]  and  then  the  gentle- 
man from  Arkansas  rose  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
senting a  resolution,  which  was  merely  in  the 
'  course  of  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
North  Ccu'olina. .  ' 

Mr.  RUST.  Was  it  not  by  the  consent  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  ? 

The  CLERl^.  The  Clerk  does  not  understand 
that  the  resolution  was  offered,  but  only  read  for 
information .  1 1  would  have  been  very  extraordi- 
nary had  the  gentleman  offered  his  resolution  in- 
termediately between  the  beginning  and  end  of  the 
speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio. 

Mr.  RUST.  It  may  have  been  extraordinary, 
but  it  nevertheless  was  the  fact. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  If  the  gentleman  will  allow, 
me,  I  will  offer  a  resolution  which  I  think  will  ob- 
viate any  objection^ 

Mr.  RUST.  I  will  hear  the  gentleman's  re'so- 
lution. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  propose  to  offer  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

BjtaolteLf  That,  bjr  reason  of  the  adoption  of  the  pit^tosi- 
tion  known  as  the  iriurality  resolution,  and  the  votes  taken 
under  it,  the  Hon.  NATOANieL  P.  Banks,  jr.,  has  been  dtUy 
chosen  Speaker,  and  is  hereby  so  declared. 

[The  House  was  in  g^reat  confusion,  members 
oU  over  the  Hall  addressing  the  Clerk,  and  making, 
various  propositions.] 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  appeals  to  gentle- 
men to  preserve  order.  It  must  be  evident  to 
them  that  he  cannot  recognize  half  a  dozen  at  a 
time,  nor  any  one  at  all,  while  a  gentleman  is 
occupying:  the  floor.  -'' 

Mr.  RlJST.  The  point  I  make  is,  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Banks]  must  be 
declared  elected  by  a  maiority  of  the  House  before 
he  can  be  so  considered. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Very  well.  Ifit  will  meet 
the  views  of  the  gentleman,  I  will  add  to  the  reso- 
lution ,  **  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be  duly  elected.  *  * 

Mr.  BARKSDALE.  I  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  the  adoption  of  that  resolution. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Alabama.    I  have  the  floor. 

Mr.  BARKSDALE.  No,  sir,  I  claim  the  floor; 
and  a^n  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  the 
adoption  of  the  i^olution  of  tlie  eenUeman  fVom 
North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Clingmajt.J 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  must  say  that  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Smith]  is  entitled 
to  the  floor. 

Mr.  SMITH.    Mr.  Clerk,  I  understand  the 


honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
Aiken]  has  expressed  a  personal  desire  to  escort 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massaduisetts 
[Mr.  Banks]  tb  the  chair.  Sir,  I  wish  to  say 
how  much  I  admire  the  sentiment.  I  wish  to 
express  my  earnest  desire  that  the  House  will, 
by  generaJ  cons<mt,  agree  to  the  proposition 
sim^y  coming  from  the  gentleman  firom  South 
Carolma.  Let  them  do  it,  and  how  much  wUl  it 
not  do  to  heal  our  dissensions !  How  much  will 
it  do  to  pour  oil  upon  these  troubled  waters! 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
who  has  been  voted  for  for  Speaker,  ai\d  with 
almost  sufficient  strength  to  secure  his  election, 
now  comes  forward,  in  the  true  spirit  of  southern 
chivalry,  which  cannot  be  sufficiently  admired, 
and  offers  to  escort  the  honorable  ^ntleman  from 
Massachusetts  to  that  chair  to  which  he  has  been 
elected.  Let  the  House  accede  to  the  proposi- 
tion. 

Mr.  BARKSDALE.  Once  more  I  demand  the 
yeas  and  nays  upon  the  proposition  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina. 

Mr.SMITH^  I  have  not  yielded  the  floor.  Is 
there  any  man  in  this  House,  Mr.  Clerk^-espe- 
cially  is  there  any  one  here  who  voted  for  the 
plurality  rule,  when  looking  at  the  question  im- 
partially, who  is  not  wilhng  to  say  that  Mr. 
Banks  has  been  elected  regularly,  fairly,  and 
honorably  ?  I  trust  not.  If,  then,  it  be  conceded 
that  he  has  been  thus  regularly,  fairly,  and  hon- 
orably elected,  I  say  that  he  ought  to  be  escorted 
to  the  chair  without  further  delay;  and  the 
conduct  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
in  presenting  this  request,  makes  me  proud  that 
I  have  votea  for  him,  although,  as  I  have  before 
remarked,  I  did  it  with  very  great  reluctance. 

I  repeat,  sir,  that  I  hope  the  request  of  tlie  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  may  be  acceded  to 
without  objection.  I  say,  that  when  grown-up 
men  make  a  child  *8  bargain  they  ought  to  stick 
to  it.  If  gentlemen,  by  voting  for.  and  adopting 
the  plurality  rule,  have  elected  the  man  they  did 
not  want  elected,  they  ought  to  stick  to  their 
bargain. 

Mr.  CLINQMAN.  I  move  the  previous  ques- 
tion upon  the  adoption  of  my  resolution. 

Mr.  SMITH.    1  have  not  yielded  the  floor. 

The  CLERK.  The  Clerk  would  suggest  that 
the  tiA\e  of  theeentleman  from  Alabama  is  out. 

Mr.  BOYCE.  I  merely  desire  to  say  to  the 
House,  not  by  way  of  raising  any  factious  oppo- 
sition, but  in  order  that  our  action  upon  this  oc- 
casion may  be,  as  I  conceive,  strictly  in  accord- 
ance with  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  Constitution, 
and  may  not  hereafter  be  drawn  into  a  false  and 
injurious  precedent,  that  I  cannot  agree  with  the 
distinguisned  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Clinoman,]  that  a  maiority  of  the  House 
may  Beleffate  to  any  numberless  than  a  majority, 
the  absolute  right  to  elect  a  Speaker,  because  it 
is  in  opposition  to  that  great  fundamental  maxim, 
that  delegated  power  cannot  be  delegated.  The^ 
authority  whicn  we  hold  here  as  members  of  this 
House  IS  an  authority  delegated  to  us«by  the 
people  under  the  Constitution.  That  authority 
we  cannot  delegate.  And  when  it  is  required  to 
be  exercised  by  the  House — ^meaning  a  majority 
of  the  House —less  than  a  majority  cannot  exercise 
it.  True,  the  majoritjy  may  point  out  a  particular 
mode  by  which  a  minority  may  point  out  who 
shall  be  the  Speaker.  That  I  consider  to  be  a 
legitimate  mode  of  proceeding,  though  it  is  a  mode 
that  I  would  ne^r  consent  to  adopt,  so  far  as  I 
am  concerned,  because  I  think  it  is  a  principle 
dangerous  for  the  South  to  concede.  I  think  that 
the  safety  of  the  South  requires  that  they  should 
insist  in  every  case  that  the  mode  prescribed  by 
the  Constitution  should  be  carried  out  in  its  plain- 
est sense,  that  the  full  action  of  a  majority/mould 
be  required. 

But,  sir,  in  this  particular  case,  the  House  has 
agreed,  by  a  majority,  that,  in  a  specified  form, 
the  minority  might  point  out  who  should  be  the 
Speaker,  and  it  seems  to  me  that,  in  good  faith, 
those  who  have  voted  for  the  plurality  rule  are 
boui/d  to  vote  for  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts.  I  did  not  vote  for  that  rule,  and, 
therefore,  cannot  vote  to  declare  hiiA  Speaker; 
but  it  seems  to  me  that  those  who  did  are,  m  good 
faith,  bound  so  to  vote. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  now  demand  the  pre- 
vious question  upon  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion. 


Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.'  I  submit  that  the 
gentleman  from  North  sCaroHna  has  not  the  floor 
to  make  that  motion. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  obtained  the  floor  by  the 
permission  of  the  gentleman  who  held  it  for  that 
purpose. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  would  respectfully  submit  that 
we  have  the  night  before  us,  and  ttat  it  is  not 
worth  while  to  cut  ofi*  debate  by  motions  for  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  wiU  withdraw  the  call 
if  the  gentleman  will  renew  it. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  do  not  wish  to  obtain  the  floor 
for  the  purpose  of  making  a  speech,  and  then 
bind  myselr  to  cut  ofi*  all  those  who  may  wish  to 
follow  me. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Very  well;  I  will  then 
insist  upon  my  demand  for  the  previous  -question. 

Mr.  JONES.    Have  I  the  floor? 

The  CLERK.  The  gentleman  is  entitled  ta 
the  floor;  but  the  previous  question  has  been  de* 
m6.nded  and  seconded,  and  no  debate  is  in  order. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  thought  the  gentleman  widi- 
drew  the  demand. 

The  CLERK.  The  Cleric  did  not  understand 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  to  acoede  to  the 
conmtion  made  by  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina. 

Iidr.  JONES.  I  did  not  agree  to  renew  the 
demand  for  the  previous  Question.- 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  "nken  \  object  to  all  de- 
bate. I  insist  upon  my  demand  for  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  BARKSDALE.  Once  more  I  demand  th« 
yeas  and  nays  upon  the  resolution  of  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Clinoman.] 

Mr.  PAINE.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  desired,  when  my 
name  was  called  on  the  last  vote,  to  give  my  rea- 
sons why  I  no  longer  voted  with  my  partv  as  a 
party  man,  and  was  willing  to  vote,  when  tne  con- 
test was  narrowed  down  to  two  gentlemen,  for  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carcdina.  I  stated  tliat  I 
loved  this  Union;  that  it  was  more  dear  to  ma 
than  any  party  tie  or  consideration  ;.and  that  there 
are  not,  and  cannot  be,  «my  circumstances  which 
would  induce  me  to  vote  for  any  man  for  the 
speakership  of  this  House  who  would  be  willing 
<*  to  let  it  slide."  I  was  not  allowed  to  explain 
my  vote  when  it  was  given;  I  will  do  so  now. 
Entertaining  the  sentiments  which  I  have  ex- 
pressed, I  could  not  vote  for  the  Election  of  the 
gentleman  ft'om  Massachusetts .  He  was  charged 
with  having  made  a  speech,  in  the  State  of  Maine, 
in  which  he  said  that  he  wifc  willing  ^'  to  let  the 
Union  slide.*'  He  tried  to  explain  that  declara- 
tion by  saying,  that  when  one  section  of  the 
country  was  bolstered  up  at  the  expense  of  the 
others,  he  would  then  consider  the  Union  no 
longer  valuable,  and  he  would  be  willing  to  let  it 
slide.  I  say  to  the  House  now,  that  I  have  evi- 
dence that  the  gentleman,  no  longer  than  eight 
months  ago,  expressed  liis  willingness  for  a  disso- 
lution of  the  Union.  Devotion  to  the  Union  has 
been  the  guiding  star  of  my  political  life;  and  I 
will  never  vote  to  place  any  man  in  the  Speaker's 
chair,  or  in  any  other  responsible  position,  who 
maintains  any  such  sentiment  as  that  which  the 
gentleman  has  uttered.  In  accordance  with  the 
promise  I  made  to  the  gentleman  fVom  North 
Carolina,  I  how  renew  the  call  for  the  previous 
question.  ^^ 

Mr.  DUNN.  Will  my  friend  ft-om  North  Car- 
olina withdraw  the  call  for  the  previous  question, 
and  indulge  me  in  a  single  remark  ? 
.  Mr.  CLINGMAN.  The  gentleman  fVom  Cal- 
ifornia asks  that  I  yield  the  floor  to  him.  He 
voted  with  me  on  the  plurality  rule;  he  is  in  a 
peculiar  position,  and  I  withdraw  the  call  that  he 
may  say  what  he  has  to  say,  ' 

Mr.  HERBERT.  I  will  merely  remark,  Mr. 
Clerk,  that  I  felt  it  my  duty  as  a  Representative 
of  the  people  to  vote  for  the  plurality  rule.  1 
now  feel  it  my  duty,  as  an  honorable  man,  to  vote 
to  place  Mr.  Banks  in  the  Speaker's  chair,  in  the 
belief  that  he  was  fairly  elected  under  that  rule. 
Mr.  CLINGMAN.  1  now  renew  tte  call  for 
the  previous  question. 
Mr.  CARLILE.    I  wish  to  say  a  word. 

The  CLERK.    Debate  is  not  In  order. 
Mr.  DUNN.    I  appeal  to  my  honorable  friend 
fVohi  North  Carolina  to  withdraw  his  call  for  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  CLlNGMAN.    I  would  rather  the  gen- 
tlethan  vote  than  speak. 


843 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE- 


February  2, 


Mr.  LETCHElt.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn.  We  ciinnotget  along  intelligently; 
nobody  can  hear  what  is  said  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House.  Let  us  adjourn,  and  when  we 
again  meet,  if  we  adjourn,  we  will  be  a  little 
calmer,  and  can  better  understand  one  another. 

The  CLERK.  Does  the  gentleman  persist  in 
hia  motion  ? 

Mr.  LETCMIER.  I  do.  There  are  now  two  or 
three  hundred  outsiders  in  here,  and  one  hardly 
knows  who  are  members. 

The  question  was  taken; and  the  House  refused 
to  adjourn. 

The  call  for  the  previous  question  received  a 
second,  and  the  mam  question  was  ordered  to  be 
now  put. 

Mr.  BARKSDALE.  I  demand  the  yeasand 
nays  on  the  resolution. 

Mr.  DUNN.  I  move  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table.  [Several  Members.  No,  let  us  have 
a  direct  vote.]  I  withdraw  the  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  resolu- 
tion. 

The  question  was  taken ;  and  the  resolution  was 

adopted — yeas  155,  nays  40;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Aiken,  Albright,  Allen,  Allison,  Ball, 
Barbour,  Barclay.  Bell,  Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  Billing- 


Covode,  Cox,  Cragin,  Cullen,  Cuiuback,  Dainrell,  Timotby 
Davis,  Day.  Oean,  De  Witt,  Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd,  Dunn, 
Durfce,  Edie,  Englisili,  Eiberidge,  Evans,  Flagler,  Flor- 
ence, Tbomasi  J.  D.  Fuller,  Galloway,  Giddings,  Gilbert, 
Granger.  Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan,  J.  Morrison 
Harris,  Sampson  W.  Harrit^,  Harrison,  Herbert,  Hickman, 
HolTman,  Holloway,  Tlioma.s  R.  Horton,  Howard,  Jewett, 
George  Vv.  Jones,  J.  G  lancy  Jones,  Kelley,  KelKcy,  Kennett, 
King,  Knapp,  Knight,  Knowlton,  Knox,  Kunket,  Loiter, 
Lumpkin,  Mace,  Matteson,  McCarty,  Meachaio,  Killian 
Miller,  Millward,  Moore,  Morgan,  Mprrill,  Mott,  Murray, 
Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Pearoe,  Pelton, 
Pennington,  Perry,  Pettit,  Pike,  Porter,  Pringle,  Purviance, 
Puryear,  Keade,  Ready,  Ritchie,  Rivers,  Robbins,  Roberts, 
Robison,  Sabin,  Sage,  ^;app,  Scott,  Sherman,  Simmons, 
Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  R.  Smith,  Spinner,  Stanton, 
Stephens,  Stewart,  Stranahan,  Talbott,  Tappan,  Thoring- 
ton,  Thurston,  Todd,  Trafton,  Tyson,  Underwood,  Vail, 
Wade,  Walbridgc,  Waldron,  Warner,  Cadwalader  C. 
Washbume,  Elliliu  B.  Wa^hbume,  Israel  Wa<»hbam, 
Watkios,  Watson,  Welch,  Wells,  Wheeler,  Whitney, 
WiUiams,  Winslow,  Wood,  Woodruff,  and  Woodworth— 
155, 

NAYS — Messrs.  Barksdale,  Hendley  S.  Bennett,  Boycc, 
Burnett,  John  P.  Campbell,  Carlile,  Caskic,  Crawford, 
Davidson,  Henry  Winter  Dav«,  Dowdcll,  Eidmund^'on, 
Elliott,  Foster,  Goode,  Greenwood,  Thomas  L.  Harri-^, 
Houston,  Keitt,  Kidwell,  Lake,  Letcher,  Alexander  K. 
Marshall,  Maxwell,  MclBhllin,  McClueen,  Mordecai  Oli- 
ver, Orr,  Phelps,  Powell,  Ruffin,  Rust,  Sandidge,  Savage, 
Shorter,  Snced,  Trippc,  Walker,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  and 
John  V.  Wright~40. 

Pending  the  above  call,  the  following  remarks 
were  made: 

Mr.  DUNN.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  ask  whether  the 
resolution  limiting  debate  does  not  now  fall  by  its 
own  limitation? 

The  CLEJRK.  The  resolution  does  not  fall; 
but,  if  there  be  no  objection,  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  will  proceed. 

Several  Members.     I  object. 

Mr.  DUNN.  I  endeavored  to  get  the  floor 
before  the  resolution  was  offered. 

Mr.  TAPPAN.    I  olrject. 

Mr.  DUNN.  I  vote  for  the  resolution.  When 
an  election  is  had,  we  ought  to  admit  it. 

Mr.  WALKER.    There  has  fallen  oh  us  a 

treat  calamity.    To  the  last  I  wish  to  show  my 
isapprobation  of  the  action  of  this  House,  and 
vote  no. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  will  make  a  re- 
mark, if  there  is  no  objection.  [Cries  of  "  Go 
on!"]  In  1849  I  voted  against  the  adoption  of 
the  plurality  rule  for  the  election  of  a  Speaker. 
I  have  uniformly  voted  against  it  during  tne  nine 
weeks  this  House  has  been  in  session.  1  have 
voted  against  it,  because  my  conviction  was,  from 
the  first  up  to  the  present  time,  that  under  the 
operation  of  that  rule,  what  is  now  declared  by 
manv  on  this  floor  as  a  calamity  to  the  country, 
would  be  the  inevitable  result.  But,  sir,  the  res- 
olution was  adopted  against  my  counsel  and  my 
vote.  It  has  been  duly  executed  in  the  face  and 
presence  of  us  all.  My  character  is  not  the  same 
now  as  when  I  voted  on  the  plurality  resolution; 
it  has  been  changed  from  an  elector  to  a.judge  of 
the  fact  whether,  under  the  operation  of  the  rule, 
Mr.  Banks  is  or  is  not  elected  Speaker.  My 
conviction  is  that  he  is;  the  majority  having 


determined  the  mode  of  election,  and  he  having  re- 
ceived tlie  largest  number  of  votes  of  any  one  can- 
didate, that  number  bein^  a  majority  of  a  quorum. 
The  pending  resolution  is  merely^eclaratory  of 
the  fact,  that  Nathaniel  P.  Banks,  Jr.,  is  elected, 
under  the  operation  of  the  plurality  rule,  Speaker 
of  this  House.  With  this  conviction,  and  believ- 
ing it  within  tlie  competency  of  the  House  to  elect 
in  that  mode,  I  vote  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  DUNN  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr  BURNETT.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  want  to  hear 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana;  and  I  hope  there 
will  be  no  objection  to  his  proceeding. 

The  CLERK.  Motions  or  debate  are  not  in 
order  during  the  call  of  the  roll. 

Several  Members.  Hear  Dunn!  Don't objept. 

Mr.  TAPPAN.     I  object. 

Mr.  DUNN.  When  the  result  is  announced, 
if  there  be  no  objection,  1  will  then  say  a  word. 

Several  Members.    Go  on  now. 

The  CLERK.  There  are  objections  to  the 
gentleman  proceeding. 

Mr.  BURNETT.  I  will  vote,  then.  I  agree 
with  my  friend  from  Alabama,  and  not  with  my 
friend  from  Tennessee,  with  whom  I  have  acted 
from  the  commencement  of  the  se^ion.  I  have 
not  aided  directly  or  indirectly  in  the  result  which 
has  been  effected,  nor  do  I  mtend  to  sanction  it 
by  my  vote  now.    I  vote  no. 

Mr.  STEWART.  If  the  House  wiU  indulge 
me  for  a  moment,  I  will  make  a  remark.  [Cries 
of**  Go  on!*']  I  am  obliged,  according  to  the 
view  taken  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  to 
act  in  conformity  with  him.  I^have  differed  with 
the  majority  on  the  plurality  rule,  and  voted 
against  it.  I  am  now  called  on  to  vote  as  to  the 
fact  of  the  result  reached'under  the  operation  of 
that  rule.  I  would  have  preferred  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  that 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  be  escorted  to 
the  chair  as  the  Speaker  elect  of  theTH!ouse,  and 
thus  terminate  the  matter  without  difficulty  in 
any  quarter;  but,  inasmuch  as  the  resolution  is 
up,  and  we  have  to  decide  whether  the  election  ia 

S roper  or  improper,  and  inasmuch  as  without  it 
ouots  may  be  thrown  on  the  le^slation  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  if  the  question 
should  arise  in  the  courts,  I  deem  it  proper  that 
each  and  every  member  shoidd  express  his  opin- 
ion judicially. 

I  have  some  doubts  about  the  constitutionality 
of  an  election  by  a  plurality,  yet  I  am  under  the 
impression — that  rule  having  been  adopted  by  a 
majority  of  the  House,  and  the  House  having 
proceeded  to  vote  merely  in  the  execution  of  the 
previous  order,  and  the  announcement  of  the 
result  having  been  made  by  the  proper  person — 
that  Mr.  Banks  was  elected  under  that  resolu- 
tion, and  is  the  Speaker  of  this  House.  I  must, 
therefore,  vote  for  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  hope  unan- 
imous  consent  will  now  be  given  to  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  [Mr.  Dunn]  to  do  what  every  other 
member  has  been  allowed  to  da.  [Cries  of 
**  Object!"] 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Alabama.  Mr.  Clerk,,! 
merely  rise  to  say,  that  no  man  has  been  more 
uniform  in  his  opposition  to  the  adoption  of  the 
plurality  rule  than  myself.  When  tnis  rule  was 
first  adopted,  some  years  ago,  I  waa  opposed  to 
it;  and  I  have  voted  against  it  upon  every  occa- 
sion this  session.  In  opposition  to  my  vote,  the 
rule  was  adopted.  The  House  decided  to  elect 
by  plurality.  It  was  a  fixed  fact.  Action  was 
had  under  that  rule,  and  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts received  a  plurality  of  votes.  He  is, 
therefore,  by  virtue  of  the  decision  of  the  House, 
Speaker  of  the  House. 

Mr.  WALBRIDGE.  I  call  the  genUeman  to 
order. 

The  CLERK.    Debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  MILLWARD.  I  desire  to  make  a  motion 
that  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Ditkn]  be 
heard 

The  CLERK.    It  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Alabama.  I  desire  to  say 
that  I  stand  here,  not  as  a  voter  for  Mr.  Banks, 
but  as  a  mere  judge  of  the  fact  of  his  election 
under  the  plurality  rule,  and  I  will  not  stultify 
myself  by  declaring  that  to  be  untrue  which  every 
man  on  this  floor  knows  to  be  true.  I  vote  for 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  MATTESON.  I  hope  the  House  will, 
by  unanimous  consent,  hear  the  gentleman  from 


Indiana,  [Mr.  Dunn.]     Other  gentlemen  have 
been  heard. 

The  CLERK.  If  there  be  no  objection,  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  will  proceed. 

Cries  of  •*  Go  on  !'^and  **  Objeet!" 

Mr.  DUNN.  I  will  not  avail  myself  of  any 
extorted  courtesy.  I  prefer  to  wait  until  it  will 
be  my  right  to  say  what  occurs  to  me  appropri- 
ate in  regard  to  this  very  extraordinary  exhibi- 
tion— an  exhibition  as  objectionable  in  taste  as 
it  is  in  spirit.  I  cannot  consent  to  be  indebted  in 
tlie  smallest  degree  for  favor^o  a  few  gentlemen 
here,  whose  power  seems  conined  to  the  phrase, 
**  I  object  !**  I  am  greatly  obliged  to  those  who 
maniu^st  a  different  and  more  hberal  sentiment, 
but  they  must  allow  me  to  decline  their  proffered 
^indulgence  now. 

Mr.  LINDLEV.  I  want  to  make  an  appeal 
to  the  House,  not  for  the  purpose  of  making  a 
speech,  but  to  ask  a  favor.  I  want  to  be  permit- 
ted to  withdraw  the  vote  which  I  gave  during 
this  call  of  the  roll,  and  I  wish  to  assign  a  reason 
for  it.  I  will  not  occupy  a  moment.  I  stood  by 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  FrLLsa] 
for  a  long  while.  I  fought  faithfully  for  him;  but 
when  I  concluded  to  go  for  the  gentleman  from 
South  Caro^na,  I  went  for  him  altogether,  and 
with  all  my  might.  And,  Mr.  Clerk,  when  the 
result  was  announced,  and  manifestations  of  re- 
joicing were  made  in  this  Hall,  though  I  never 
was  defeated  in  an  election,  I  felt  then  a  good  deal 
like  as  if  I  had  been  running  a  race  at  home,  and 
the  news  from  every  county  was  against  nae.  I 
felt  a  good  deal  like  kicking  against  it,  and  there- 
fore, contrary  to  the  advice  of  some  of  ray  friends, 
I  voted  in  the  negative  on  that  question.  But  I 
understand  from  my  good  and  •*  honest  "  fricn<i 
from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jone&,]  that  it  is  right  for 
us  to  vote  in  the  affirmative — that  we  are  not 
electors,  but  |hat  we  are  now  judges.  That  be- 
ing the  case,  and  not  desiring  to  decide  this  ques- 
tion as  a  judge,  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  to  withdraw  my  vote.  [Cries  of 
**  Agreed. 'T 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Alabama.  I  desire  to  explain 
my  vote.  [Cries  of  **  Object ! *']  Then  I  will  not 
vote  at  all. 

Mr.  SAVAGE.  I  kno^  that  the  House  is  not 
in  a  temper  to  hear  explanations,  but  I  desire  to 
say  that  I  do  not  agree  with  the  construction  put 
upon  our  acts,  that  we  sit  here  as  judges.  I  know- 
that  this  vote  makes  Mr.  Banks  Speaker,  and  I 
do  not  think  the  one  heretofore  given  did.  I  vote 
no.  I  vote  no,  and  at  some  future  time  I  shall 
give  the  reasons  for  that  vote  more  fully. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  offer  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  William  Aiken  of  Soatb  Car- 
olina, the  Hon.  Hknry  M.  Fuller  of  Pennsylvania,  ani 
the  Hon.  Lewis  D.  Campbell  of  Ohio,  be  appointPd  s 
committee  to  wait  upon  the  Hon.  Nathaniel  P.  Bajtks, 
Jr.,  orMassachuMtts,  the  Speaker  elect,  and  condact  hoi 
to  the  cliair. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  hope  that  resolution  viU 
not  be  adopted.  It  is  an  innovation  on  the  whole 
past  practice  of  the  House.  The  Clerk  always 
appoints  a  committee  to  conduct  the  Speaker  to 
the  chair 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  withdraw  the  resolu- 
tion. 

The  Clerk  then  requested  Messrs.  Fuller  of 
Pennsylvania,  Aiken  of  South  Carolina,  and 
Campbell  of  Ohio,  to  conduct  the  Speaker  elect 
to  the  chair. 

The  gentlemen  designated  proceeded  to  dis- 
charge this  duty,  and  Mr.  Banks  was  thereupon 
conducted  to  the  chair|  and  took  his  seat. 

After  a  moment's  pause,  the  Speaker  rose  and 
addressed  the  House  as  follows: 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  op  Representa- 
tives :  Before  I  proceed  to  complete  my  acceptance 
of  the  office  to  which  I  am  elected,  I  avail  mvself 
of  your  indulgence  to  express  my  acknowledg- 
ments for  the  honor  conferred  upon  me.  It 
would  afford  me  far  greater  pleasure  in  taking 
the  chair  of  the  House  were  I  supported  even  by 
the  self-assurance  that  I  could  bnng  to  the  dis- 
charge of  its  duties— always  arduous  and  delicate, 
and  now  environed  with  unusual  difficulties — any 
capacity  commensurate  with  their  rcsponsibihty 
and  dignity.  I  can  only  say,  that,  in  so  far  as  I 
am  able,  I  shall  discharge  mv  duty  with  fidelity 
to  the  Constitution  a^d  witn  impartiality  as  it 
regards  the  rights  of  members.    I  have  no  per- 
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execution  of  the  law,  in  order  that  the  President 
and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  thenruBclves  should 
know  that  the  board  had  not  exceeded  its  juris- 
diction, that  the  board  should  have  kepi  a  record, 
to  show  for  what  causes  it  was  propoeca  to  remove 
each  individual  officer.  It  is  folly  to  talk  about 
Reviewing  the  proceedings  of  the  board  Vithout 
this  evidence.  You  cannot  inflict  the  punishment 
of  one  day's  dismissal  from  the  service,  or  the 
diminution  of  pay  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  unless  by  a  trial  where  a  record  is  kept  of 
the  whole  proceedings,  and  the  evidence  on  that 
record  is  sent  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
reviewed  by  him,  and  approved.  How  could  he 
review,  and  how  could  lie  approve,  the  action  of 
this  board  in  any  case,  if  he  knew  nothing  of  the 
motives  which  actuated  its  members?  FoAhis 
reason  I  say  that,  on  account  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  board  not  having  shown  upon  their  face 
that  they  acted  within  their  jurisdiction,  they  are 
void.  From  the  evidence  which  has  been  submit- 
ted to  the  Senate  by  a  great  many  of  these  parties, 
it  is  very  apparent  that  the  board  atteraptea  to  ex- 
ercise jurisdiction  over  court-martialablc  offenses. 
I  think  I  am  warranted  in  saying  that  it  will  appear 
that  evidence  was  sought  by  members  of  the  ooard 
to  be  produced  against  officers  of  the  Navy,  upon 
rumor,  for  which  they  have  never  beenliourt-mar- 
tialed---di8honorable  to  them  as  officers  and  as 
gendcnfen.  Officers  have  been  dismissed,  whether 
for  that  cause  or  not,  I  do  not  say;  but  I  do  say 
that  members  of  the  board  have  sought,  by  ad- 
dressing letters  to  various  officei^s  of  the  Navy, 
to  get  evidence  of  crimes  committed  by  officers 
who  have  been  struck  from  the  list. 

I  beHeve  that  this  proceeding  was  illegal;  that 
the  law  was  not  properly  executed ;  that  the  ac- 
tion of  the  board  is  void;  that  it  has  done  the 
greatest  possible  wrong  and  injustice  to  a  large 
number  of  the  officers  of  the  Navy.  Such  being 
Iny  views,  its  action  cannot  meet  my  approbation 
in  any  respect.  I  have  been  deieply  pained  by- 
this  proceeding.  I  think  son^e  of  our  naval  om- 
eers,  at  least,  who  have  shed  so  much  luster  on 
our  flag  and  glory  on  bur  country  for  fifty  years, 
deserved  a  better  fate  from  the  hands  of  nfteen  of 
their  brother  officers.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
as  an  American  Senator,  no  act  of  mine  shall 
affirm  so  great  a  wrong. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  petition  wUl  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affiurs. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  am  charged  with  the 
presentation  of  a  petition  on  the  same  subject. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  If  my  friend  wiU  aUow  me, 
I  wish  to  say  a  word  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.    Very  well. 

Mr.  CLAY.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I  wish 
to  submit,  as  a  question  of  order,  whether  it  is 
Allowable,  under  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  upon 
the  introduction  of  a  petition,  to  engage  in  a  de- 
bate of  this  character?  It  interrupts  very  much 
the  proper  course  of  business,  i  mean  no  dis- 
courtesy to  the  Senator  fVom  Delaware. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  wish  to  say,  in  reply  to 
my  friend  from  Alabama,  that  I  was  alluded  to 
by  the  honorable  Senator  who  presented  the  me- 
moried. 

Mr.  CLAY.  The  memorial  has  been  referred.  I 
believe  this  diseussion  is  out  of  order,  at  all  events. 

The  PRESIDENT.  It  has  not  been  the  prac- 
tice of  the  Senate  hitherto. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.    I  was  alluded  to,  and  so 

was  the  Senator  from  Lousidna,  [Mr.  Benjamin,] 

by  the  honorable  Senator  from  G^eorgia,  [Mr. 

Toombs,]  as  having  made  a  certain  admission  in 

.  debate.    I  only  wish  to  correct  that  error. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  All  that  I  said  about  the  Sen- 
ator from  Delaware  was,  that  he  had  stated  that 
these  parties  were  remediless. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  have  made  no  admission 
that  wrong  was  done.  I  do  not  know  what  my 
friend  from  Louisiana  said,  but  I  wish  to  be  un- 
derstood as  never  having  admitted  on  any  occa- 
sion, in  the  course  of  the  brief  debates  on  this 
ftubject,  that  I  have  been  convinced  that  wrong 
was  done  by  the  naval  board  or  by  the  President. 
Sir,  it  may  oe  true,  nevertheless,  that  wron^  has 
been  done.  I  have  avowed  that,  whenever  it  can 
be  shown  that  wrong  has  been  done,  I  am  one  of 
those  wha  will  seek  to  redress  it.  I  am  not  will- 
ing that  any  man  in  the  world  shall  be  injured  by 
any  cooperation  of  mine,  however  sm&D  the-in- 
fluence  of  that  cooperation  may  have  been,  with- 
out endeavoring  to  put  hin^ignt.  — 


But,  sir,  my  friend  firom  Georgia  has  spoken 
about  the  special  jurisdiction  of  this  board,  and 
about  its  bemg  restricted  to  its  powers  expressly 
conferred ,  or  conferred  by  necAsary  implication ; 
and  that  it  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  go-beyond 
them.  The  question  is,  when  we  take  that  posi- 
tion, who  is  the  judge?  What  is  the  court  of 
errors  or  appeals  that  is  to  afford  the  remedy, 
and  which  shall  hold  this  court  of  special  and  in- 
ferior jurisdiction  within  its  strict  limits  ?  Clearly 
not  the  Senate.  It  must  be  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  To  him  those  gentlemen  of  the 
navy  board  were  responsible.  AUow  the  Senator 
from  Georgia  hiir  premises,  that  the  board  was  a 
tribunal  of  special  jurisdiction;  still  it  was  the 
President  who  was  bound  to  hold  them  within 
their  jurisdiction.  Let  us  for  the  argument 
merely  concede  the  principle  stated  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Geoi^ia,  that  tney  were  to  be  held  by 
some  piower  strictly  within  the  authority  which 
was  conferred  upon  them ;  but  it  was  the  Exec- 
utive, not  the  Legislature,  that  was  plftced  over 
them  to  control  them;  to  see  that  they 'did  not  eo 
beyond  their  authority,  and  to  examine  into  the 
whole  subject  of  removals  when  they  made  their 
report.  tJntil  proof  is  offered  to  me  that  the 
President  has  not  done  his  duty  properly,  I  nmst 
presume  that  he  did.  Until  proof  is  shown  to 
me  that  some  person  was  wronged  by  the  action 
of  the  board ,  or  that  they  proceeded  to  condemn 
some  officer  on  grounds  not  authorized  by  law,  I 
must  presume  that  all  was  rightly  done  that  was 
done  by  the  board,  acting  as  they  did  all  the  time 
under  the  instructions  oithe  President,  to  whom 
this  whole  removing  power  is  intrusted  by  the 
Constitution.  • 

I  must  say,  however,  that  it  appears  to  me 
there  is  a  &rtudied  effort  to  hold  the  board  alone 
responsible  for  the  proceedings  under  the  law  of 
the  Inst  Congress.  Sir,  the  President  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  are  primarily  responsible, 
not  the  board.  They  had  1i  complete  revisory 
power  overthe  whole  matter.  If  there  was  wron^ 
done,  I  repeat  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  correct  it.  If  the  board  went  beyond 
theii^wers,  he  alone  had  the  authority  to  restrain 
them — his  was  the  duty  of  preventing  injustice, 
and  applying  the  remedy  for  it  when  done. 

I  rose  now  only  for  the  purpose  of  putting 
myself  right.  I  say  again ,  if  it  can  be  shown  that 
wrong  has  been  done  in  any  instance,  I  stand 
ready  to  exert  myself  with  others  to  redress  the 
wrong  as  far  as  1  can.  At  present  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  suggest  any  remedy,  and  it  may  be  that 
no  adequate  remedy  can  be  had.  Surely  none 
such  can  be  had  without  the  consent  of  the  Pres- 
ident. Indemnity  for  wrong  may  lie  within  (mr 
power,  though  that  may  not  be  in  all  respects  the 
true  and  adequate  remedy. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  am  chareed  with  the 
presentation  of  the  memorial  of  Robert  B.  Riell, 
a  lieutenant  in  the  Navy,  who  has  been  placed  on 
the  reserved  list,  with  furlough  pay,  by  the  action 
of  the  late  naval  board.  He  states  that  he  en- 
teired  the  service  in  1836,  when  he  was  sixteen 
years  old,  and  consequently  he  is  now  only  thirty- 
six  years  of  ace.  He  represents  that  he  is  in  full 
possession  of  nis  faculties,  bodily  and  mentally. 
He  says  that  he  has  performed  all  the  duties  of 
an  officer  of  the  Navy,  as  far  as  he  1ui6wb,  satis- 
fhctorily^  During  the  time  he  has  been  in  the 
service,  he  has  actually  been  at  sea  for  about  ten 
years.  He  knows  no  c^use  why  he  should  have 
oeen  taken  from  the  Ifne  of  promotion.  He  has 
had  no  notice  of  any  charges  against  him,  and  he 
knows  of  the  existence  of  none.  He  regards 
himself  competent  for  his  duty,  and  is  able  and 
ready  to  perform  it.  He  says  that,  as  he  is  ad- 
vised, 4ie  cannot  but  consider  that  a  law  which 
has,  in  effect,  deprived  him  of  his  commission^ 
and  position,  and  character,  as  he  thinks,  without 
a  trial,  without  notice,  without  a  char^  against 
him,  must  be  unconstitutional  in  itself,  or  that 
the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  executed  must 
be  illegal  and  unconstitutional. 

For  this  reason  he  asks  that  this  memorial  of 
his  may  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary.  He  desires  this,  in  the  first  place,  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  a  law  can  be 
constitutionally  made  which  can  be  executed  in 
such  a  manner  as  this  has  been;  and«  i^  the  next 
place,  he  asks  that  that  committee  may  pass  upon 
the  question — about  which  much  has  oeen  said 
this  morning  by  the  honorable  Senator  fi-om  Geor- 


gia— ^whether  the  law,  if  (onstitotional,  can  law- 
fully be  executed  in  the  manner  in  which  this  law 
was  executed  ?  This,  being  a  question  of  law 
merely,  is  proper  to  be  subnidted  to  the  Com* 
mittee  on  the  Judiciary. 

This  memorialist  considers,  as  do  ttiany  of  his 
brother  officers,  that  this  was  not  a  rcmoral  br 
the  President  of  the  United  States.  A  remoTai 
by  the  President  was  a  contingency  under  which 
he  held  his  commission;  but  that  was  a  remoral 
by  the  exercise  of  executive  discretion;  whereas, 
in  this  case,  there  was  not  (however  it  may  be 
attempted  to  give  that  color  to  it)  any  exerci« 
of  presidential  discretion,  in  point  of  fact,  in  the 
removal  of  these  officers.  Ultimately,  uodoubt- 
edly,  these  officers  were  removed  or  displacei 
by  the  President;  but,  in  point  of  fact,  they  were 
not  removed  by  him  in  the  exercise  of  his  exec- 
utive discretion.  They,  therefore,  were  not  dis- 
placed by  the  operation  of  any  law  under  whidf 
they  supposed  themselves  to  be  holding  their 
commissions.  Previous  laws -required  charges 
and  trkils  with  a  view  to  which  the  executiTe  dis- 
cretion of  removal  was  to  be  exercised;  bat  in 
neither  of  these  modes  have  they  been  remoTcdor 
displaced.  He  asks  that  the  CoiAmittee  od  the 
Judiciary  may  pass  upotu  and  express  an  Dpinioa 
on  the  question,  whether  that  be  a  constitutiefial 
law,  flind  jrhether  it  has  been  legaUy  and  consti- 
tutionally executed.  I  move  that  the  memoria} 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  I  have  a  word  to  say  in 
relation  to  what  fell  from  my  friend  from  Georgia, 
[Mr.  Toombs.]  I  will  repeat  what  has  been  said 
before,  that  of  course  I  do  not  intend  to  go  inioa 
general  discussion  of  this  subject  now.  1  shall 
reserve  that  for  the  occasion  when  a  report  shall 
be  made  by  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs;  but 
I  must  utter  a  word  of  dissent  from  the  proposi- 
tion which  fell  from  my  friend  from  Georgia  when 
he  treated  tliis  board  of  officers  as  a  court-* 
special  tribunal  with  limited  jurisdiction.  Ifhii 
premises  were  correct,  unquestionably  his  con- 
clusion would  be  irrefutable;  but  to  call  a  board 
of  officers  gathered  together,  assembled  by  the 
discretion  of  Congress,  with  a  view  to  give  audwe 
to  the  President  in  relation  to  the  efficiency  of  the 
personnel  of  the  Navy,  a  court,  is  to  my  mind  a 
solecism.  To  call  tnat  board  a  court— to  speak 
of  it  as  trying  persons  on  charges— is  to  me,  ap- 
parently, a  perversion  of  terms. 

I  consider  the  true  theory  of  the  law  to  hate 
been  neither  more  nor  less  than  an  appeal  by  Con- 
gress to  the  Executive,  to  exercise  nis  discretion 
in  removing  from  active  service  in  the  Nary  such 
officers  as  m  his  estimation  were  no  longer  cap- 
able of  performing  that  active  service,  and  to  asmt 
him  with  the  advice  of  a  board  of  officer^.  We 
are  told  by  my  friend  from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Cot- 
LAMER,]  that  the  Execu^ve  exercised  no  discre- 
tion; that  this  is  a  pretext,  simply.  How  that 
may  be,  I  cannot  telL  The  Executive  has  roost 
aaauredly  not  informed  Congress  that  he  exer- 
cised no  discretion  in  the  matter— at  feast,  I 
have  seen  nothing  from  the  Executite  to  that 
effect.  I  cannot  believe — it  would  be  the  last  diii^ 
I  should  be  willing  to  believe— that  gentlemen  la 
the  hi^h  and  dignified  position  of  President  of 
the  United  States  and  Secretary  of  the  Nary,  hale 
exercised  iurisdictions  conferred  on  them  by  Cob- 
^ss,  und.er  this  law,  without  using  any  di^ 
tion  whatever.  I,^n  the  contayy,  think,  m« 
what  I  have  seen  reported,  Mn  from  the  Seoe- 
tary  of  the  Navy  and  the  Executive,  ^'^'"IJ^r 
tion  was  exercised,  that  examination  was  n»d«» 
that  judgment  was  formed  in  Illation  to  the  pro- 
priety of  action  in  reference  to  each  officer,8epi* 
ttitely;  and  that  the  conclusion  «'ri*^^«J.'*J^r! 
President  and  Secretary  was  this,  and  notkHig  w 
this— that,  although  in  the  individual  judgiaw 
of  each  of  these  ^ntlemen,  some  variation  woow 
have  been  made  in  the  sentence  or  opini<w.o« »" 
advisory  board  of  officers,  ^et  that  (yieldmg,  w 
that  respect,  to  wTiat  they  considered  the  P^'^ 
opportunities  which  a  board  of  officers  w°.J^ 
forming  a  correct  opinion  in  regard  to  eacnomcer 
of  the  Navy)  they  came  to  the  conclusion  taw 
their  opinion  in  the  particular  instances  in  w^cn 
otherwise  the  Executive  might  have  ^om<^J 
different  judgment,  ought  to  he  reapectedin  pw 
erence  to  the  individual  opinion  of  the  Vremto 
or  Secretary.  ,  t^.^hi 

In  that  respect,  1  said  the  other  day,  1  ^^f 
they  were  vrrong.    I  would  pot  have  come  •« 
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fVom  what  I  have  heard  of  them,  that  they  feared 
and  favored  no  man;  that  they  dropped,  retired, 
or  furloughcd,  those  whom  they  thought  not 
clBicient  for  service,  whether  they  stood  m  higjh 
or  low  ranks  of  life,  no  matter  what  influence  their 
relatives  or  friends  might  have  with  the  Govern- 
ment. All  that  influence  was  disregarded ;  and 
not  onry  was  the  President's  own  ward  subjected 
to  the  operation  of  the  law,  but  the  son  of  one 
of  the  leading  members  of  theJ)oard,  Commodore 
Perry,  was  retired.  This  shows  a  very  bold  and 
manly  spirit  on  the  part  of  the  officers  who  con- 
stituted that  board;  and  all  that  I  have  been  able 
to  find  out  in  regard  to  them — and  I  have  been 
anxious  to  know  the  truth — shows  thatHhey 
have  borne  the  same  manly  character  always 
heretofore  in  life. 

Now,  sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia says  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  gave 
some  instructions,  outside  of  the  law,  to  dismiss 
those  officers  wlko  had  been  guilty  of  moral 
delin(|uencie8,  and  that  the  law  did  not  author- 
ize him  to  do  so,  and  that  the  President  has 
confirmed  some  removals  on  grounds  like  that. 
If  he  has  done  so,  he  has  done  that  which  the 
law  did  not  direct  him  to  do;  but  has  he  done 
that  for  which  power  has  not  been  conferred  on 
him  ?  If  there  had  been  no  law  like  this — if  no 
such  law  had  ever  been  passed,  could  he  not, pro- 
prio  motu,  have  directed  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
to  ascertain  whether  such  and  such  moral  delin- 
ouencies  or  any  moral  delinquencies  existed  in 
the  Navy;  and  could  he  not,  by  the  power  con- 
ferred upon  him  by  the  Constitution,  strike  with 
his  pen  from  the  Navy  list  any  man  guilty  of  a 
moral  delinquency  when  he  pleased  ?  Unaoubt- 
€dly.  Then  we  are  clearly  placed  in  this  posi- 
tion at  last,  and  must  come  back  to  it:  whether 
the  law  has  been  transcended  or  not,  when  you 
set  about  a  remedy,  you  cannot  undo  what  nas 
been  done;  you  cannot,  by  repealing  the  law,  re- 
store the  men  who  have  been  dismissed.  Can 
you  compel  the  President,  if,  in  his  serious  con- 
victions, he  thinks  these  men  ought  not  to  remain 
in  the  Navy,  to  reappoint  them  ?  Can  this  body, 
or  can  the  other  House,  or  can  both  Houses  of 
Xongress  together,  compel  him  to  retain  such 
Tnen  in  the  Navy  ? 

It  is  well  enough  always  when  you  go  about 
a  thing  to  look  to  what  you  have  power  to  do. 
I  do  not  see  how  we  can  afford  redress  in  the 
manner  which  gentlemen  have  suggested.  I  have 
stood  on  this  floor,  as  my  friend  from  Georgia 
and  other  friends  here  well  know,  many  long 
years  ago,  contending  against  the  extension  of 
executive  power— contending  that  there  was  too 
much  of  it  in  the  country — and  particularly  in 
reference  to  removals  from  oflice.  But  the  prac- 
tice of  the  Government  is  settled;  the  commis- 
sion of  every  officer,  naval,  military,  or  civil, 
.  runs  during  the  pleasure  of  the  President.  He 
can  make  and  unmake;  and  it  is  in  vain  for  us  to 
say  that  he  has  not  the  power.  We  may  com- 
plain of  the  exercise  of  it;  we  may  believe  there 
nas  been  an  abuse  of  it.  If  you  choose  to  go  to 
the  extent  which  Mr.  Madison  said  you  mi^ht 
go,  in  the  debates  of  1789,  you  can  have  him  im- 
peached bv  the  other  House,  and  this  body  can 
try  him;  but  there  is  no  other  remedy.  You 
cannot  reverse  the  action  of  the  Executive.  You 
have  but  the  remedy  pointed  out  by  the  framers 
of  the  Constitution,  in  1789,  and  no  other j 

Sir,  if  a  strong  case  were  presented  where  a 
man  had  been  wronged  under  this  law,  where  I 
myself  was  convinced  that  he  had  been  wronged, 
(and  I  trust  I  shall  always  be  open  to  conviction,) 
1  should  seek  for  some  means  of  redress,  and  I 
should  not  be  contented  until  I  had  found  some, 
if  it  be  possible,  but  I  am  utterly  unprepared  to 
say  what  that  means  would  be.  I  shoula  inquire 
diusently  of  others  if  they  could  not  find  some 
mode  in  which  we  could  do  justice,  inasmuch  as 
we  had  been  irt  some  degree,  however  small,  ac- 
cessory to  the  injustice.  For  myself,  I  should  be 
in  favor  of  restoring  the  officer,  if  we  couM  do  it 
by  unanimously  applying  to  the  President  to  put 
him  back.  If  that  could  not  be  done,  I  should 
seek  some  mode  of  indemnifjring  him  for  the 
wrong.  I  cannot  presume  that  wrong  has  been 
committed ;  I  cannot  undertake  to  say  that  this, 
that,  or  the  other  man  was  injured  by  the  action 
of  the  board,  until  I  have  proof  of  the  fact. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  Mr.  President,  I  do  not  mean 
to  be  drawn  into  a  discussion  of  this  question  at 


this  time;  but  there  are  one  or  two  of  the  remarks 
of  my  honorable  colleag:ue  [Mr.  Clayton]  which 
I  regretted  to  hear,  and  which,  I  think,  ought  to 
be  answered  now.  He  places  his  argument  pn 
the  ground  that  it  would  bring  Congress  into 
conflict  with  the  Executive  if  we  were  to  attempt 
a  remedy  here.  I  think  not.  So  far  as  I  have 
read  these  papers,  I  presume  that  the  President 
and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  think  that  son^e 
injustice  has  been  done  by  the  action  of  the 
board.  Now  it  seems  to  me  that  the  vice  is  in 
the  law  itself,  and  that  if  we  were  to  pass  a  law 
which  would  authorize  an  appeal  or  revision  of 
the  action  of  this  board,  it  would  not  at  all  bring 
us  in  conflict  with  the  President.  If  he  should 
approve  of  that  law,  it  would  certainly  do  any- 
thing but  bring  us  in  conflict.  The  reason  why 
such  an  appeal  is  necessary  I  will  state. 

My  honorable  friend  [Mr.  Clayton]  says  that 
the  President  possessed,  anterior  to  the  law,  the 
power  of  removal,  independently  of  the  action 
of  any  board;  and  that  whether  it  has  been  ex- 
ercised properly  in  submitting  to  the  board  the 
moral  cnaracter  of  officers,  the  power  existed; 
and  that  the  result  having  been  approved  by 
the  President,  must  be  considered  as  the  action 
of  the  President,  and  not  of  the  board.  Sir,  the 
objection  to  the  law,  and  the  ground  on  which  it 
ou^t  to  be  revised,  is  this:  that  though  the  power 
existed  in  the  I^resident  before,  it  existea  with 
responsibility;  but  the  act  of  Con^ss  authoriz- 
ing this  board,  and  the  mode  in  which  these  cases 
were  submitted  to  them,  leaves  the  power  and 
utterly  destroys  the  responsibility.  That  is  the 
reason  you  have  more  than  one  fourth  of  your 
Navy  removed  or  displaced  by  the  action  of  the 
board.    That  makes  the  whole  distinction. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  law  not  having  been 
executed,  we  can  remedy  the  evils  which  are 
complained  of  by  authorizing  a  revisory  board, 
composed  of  a  majority  of  civilians,  who  would 
have  no  ambition  enlisted  in  this  reform  of  the 
Navy  for  the  purpose  of  personal  advancement; 
who,  from  their  habits  of  life,  would  pVobably  be 
better  qualified,  on  the  examination  of  testimony, 
to  decide  as  a  revisory  board  upon  the  action  of 
the  previous  board.  If  the  President  approved 
such  a  law,  it  would  place  him  in  the  same  situ- 
ation that  he  ptood  in  reference  to  this  board.  He 
would  then  have  the  advantage  of  revision  by 
another  board.  That  would  remove  the  individual 
responsibility  for  the  restoration  of  any  of  those 
officers  of  the  Navv  who  may  have  been  unjustly 
or  unwisely  retire*!  from  the  service. 

Sir,  I  will  not  go  further  into  this  question 
now,  but  I  think  that  before  the  discussion  is 
ended,  I  can  establish  that  the  law  (whether  it  be 
construed  according  to  its  legal  phraseology,  or 
be  construed  as  it  has  been,  erroneously,  I  think, 
by  the  Secretary  ''  f  the  Navy)  is  the  most  bar- 
barous law  ever  passed  by  tne  Legislature  of  a 
civilized  nation.  I  wish  to  correct  the  evil  of  the 
law.  I  have  no  imputations  to  make  against  any 
member  of  the  board  or  their  motives.  On  the 
contrary,  I  do  not  think  that  the  character  of 
those  officers  or  their  motives  enter  into  this  Ques- 
tion. As  far  as  I  know  them,  as  far  as  I  nave 
heard  of  them,  they  are  efficient,  honorable,  and 
meritorious  officers.  Some  of  them  I  know  per- 
sonally. Orte  of  them,  from  my  own  State,  who 
is  said  to  have  been  an  active  member  of  the 
board,  I  have  known  from  early  boyhood;  and  I 
believe  that  a  more  efficient,  more  meritorious,  or 
more  gallant  officer  does  not  live  in  your  naval 
service.  Sir,  I  have  no  imputations  at  any  time 
or  on  any  occasion  to  throw  out  against  the  mem- 
bers of  this  board;  but  they  were  men,  and  I 
think  I  can  show,  when  I  come  to  give  the  true 
construction  to  this  law,  that  it  was  impossible 
that  they  should  not  have  committed  error — and 
great  and  extensive  error — in  their  action,  because 
they  were  necessarily  biased  by  those  infirmities 
of  humanity  which  will  disturb  the  judgment  of 
the  wisest  and  best  of  men. 

Sir,  it  is  the  reversal  of  the  principles  of  all 
jurisprudence  and  of  all  tribunals  tnat  a  man 
shall  be  a  Jud^  in  his  own  cause.  This  law 
made  these  officers  jud^s  in  their  own  cause, 
where  their  own  ambition  and  their  own  inter- 
ests were,  in  all  respects,  involved.  The  princi- 
ple of  the  law,  in  my  opinion,  is  unwise  through- 
out. 

But,  Mr.  President,  I  pause.  I  promised  not 
to  discuss  this  question ,  but  I  am  very  near  hanng 


been  drawn  into  its  discussion.  I  intend  to  debate 
it  hefeafiter;  and  I  shall  endeavor  to  show,  on  a 
future  occasion,  that,  independently  of  the  viee 
in  the  structure  of  the  law  itself,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy — and  it  is  with  great  deference  and  great 
kindnest  of  feeling  to  him  that  I  say  it— has 
formed  an  erroneous  opinion  in  his  instructions; 
no,  not  instructions — in  his  exposition  of  the  law— 
to  the  board,  who  were  to  act  upon  it,  and  which, 
no  doubt,  controlled  their  jud^cnt.  He  not 
only  made  an  erroneous  exposition  which  led  to 
a  latitude  of  construction  utterly  intolerable  in 
the  exercise  of  the  judgment  of  the  board,  but  he 
has  positively  violated  thfe  language  of  the  lav. 
I  hold  that,  on  any  known  principle  of  construe* 
tion,  there  was  no  authority  whatever  under  that 
law  to  submit  to  the  board  the  question  of  retire* 
ment  on  furlough  pay  or  on  leave-of-absence 
pay.  On  the  plainest  principle  of  legal  construc- 
tion, I  shall  endeavor  to  show,  when  I  come  to 
the  discussion  of  the  question,  that  such  must  be 
the  fact. 

It  is  admitted  that  errors  have  occurred.  They 
must  be  corrected,  if  we  have  the  power  (and  1 
think  we  have)  to  do  so,  without  the  lightest 
conflict  with  the  Exqibutive.  If  we  were  to  pass 
a  law  giving  what  I  desire^ — an  appeal,  a  ^ehca^ 
ing  before  another  board,  differently  composed— 
surely  it  is  not  supposable  that  the  President  of 
the  United  States  would  not  approve  it.  Sorely 
he  desires  to  do  justice  where  ne  conceiTes  injus- 
tice has  been  done;  and  it  is  not  to  be  conceired 
that  he  would  refuse  to  afiTord  to  men,  where  their 
professional  fkme,  their  reputation,  and  tl.  ir 
means  of  future  subsistence  are  concerned,  the 
poor,  miserable  remedy  of  a  second  hearing;  and 
that,  too,  in  a  mode  of  inquiry  which  must  ne- 
cessarily still  be  one  not  competent  to  protect  a 
man  as  far  *as  he  ought  always  to  be  protected, 
before  a  judgment  of  condemnation  is  pronounced 
against  him. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  Mr.  President,  I  wish 
to  say  a  few  words  on  this  subject,  and  yet  I  am 
very  conscious  that,  by  so  doing,  I  shall  be  tres; 
passing  upon  the  time  which  has  been  allotted  to 
my  friena  fW>m  Vermont  [Mr.  Foot]  on  another 
question.     I  shall,  therefore,  be  very  brief. 

This  subject  is  too  important  and  too  interert- 
ing  not  to  have  occupied,  to  some  extent,  the 
attention  of  every  gentleman  in  the  Senate.  It 
has  occupied  mi*.  I  see  the  difficulties  of  actiM 
upon  it  discreetly,  and  I  feel  the  importance  of 
our  acting  upon  it  with  the  utmost  degree  of  con- 
sideration and  caution.  There  was  perhaps- 
certainly  Congress  was  of  that  o^jnipn-wme 
occasion  for  a  reform  in  the  Navy.  This  ^"^^ 
designed  to  accomplish  that  end.  It  has  been 
made  to  operate  to  a  greater  extent  than  tlie 
country,  or  any  men>ber  of  the  Senate,  perhwpi, 
anticipated,  as  to  the  number  that  have  been 
stricken  down  by  it  or  removed  from  acuvc  ser- 
vice. It  cannof  be  possible  that  the  Senate  or 
the  United  States,  constituting  not  only  *  P*"  ? 
the  legislative,  but  a  part  of  the  executive,  branca 
of  this  Government,  participating  in  "»*  ""JJ 
action  which  is  to  consummate  the  labors  of  tn 
board,  can  sit  still  and  quieUy  close  their  ears  w 
the  complaints  of  two  hundred  American  citJzeM, 
officers  of  the  American  Navy,  who  »»«»«  °^ 
suddenly  and  indiscriminately  cut  down-vno  . 
appeal  to  us  from  what  they  say  is  a  ^°S. "~ 
injustice  done  to  them.  Weareboundtoheariien. 
No  ordinary  technical  considerations,  no  WJre 
formal  etiquette  or  official  respect  for  V^J'^^ 
stations,  can  be  allowed  to  preclude  us  trow  ^ 
exercise  of  this  high  and  solemn  «"'f  •  }  j„g. 
duty  to  the  honor  of  our  country,  and  ^ /"*.J 
tice  of  our  country,  and  to  those  men  ^"^  "  - 
so  gloriously  maintained  our  flag  as  long  ^  7 
of  us  have  lived.  We  must  took  to  it.  I '^^  a 
to  do  so  in  the  most  temperate  and  thcmosin^  ^ 
erate  spirit.  , .  t^^ 

I  have  no  imputations  to  cast  upon  '*"?  J,y 
or  upon  any  person  who  has  been  ®PP**1?^  (^ 
law  to  act  in  concurrence  with  them  to  «"r^  •,. 
object.  That  they  should  not  have  inM«  ^ 
takes,  and  maliy  of  them,  would  h*^*  ^"j„if 
prising  indeed.  The  Ume  in  which  aU  ^^^^^ 
had  been  performed  was  very  brief—some  ^^^ 
forty  days  perhaps,  in  which  the  fate  ot  i  ^^^ 
dred  ancl  one  officers  was  pronounced,  ^'^j^^y 
is  no  tribunal  in  the  country  that  deciaes 


nounai  in  ine  counirv  umy  ^^^^ —  j^  is  no 
which  does  not  make  mistakes.  ^.  ^ 
icement  to  tho  members  of  that  ov^ 


cases, 
disparagement 
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member  of  the  QexMte,  the  discussion  whish  has 
already  token  piace  on  this  subject  has  been  in- 
teresting. I  have  no  desire  myself  to  engage  in 
it,  but  I  desire  to  state  my  decided  conviction, 
approving  the  suggestion  which  has  been  made 
by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Florida,  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  that  dis- 
cussion on  tlie  action  of  the  naral  board  in  indi- 
vidual cases  is  premature,  prior  to  an  investiga- 
tion and  report  by  the  committee.  In  consequence 
of  numerous  applications  w^bich  have  been -made 
to  me,  personally  and  by  letter,  it  may  not  be 
improper  for  mc  to  state  that,  as  far  as  I  am  in- 
dividually concerned,  I  am  prepared  to  do  ample 
justice  to  all  those  whe  may  be  engaged  in  tnis 
investigation,  which  promises  to  be  a  very  ex- 
citing one.  I  am  not  biased  in  any  way — either 
by  having  voted  for  ortigainst  the  law,  or  by  any 
personal  preferences  in  regard  to  the  matter^-io 

Srevent  me  from  giving  a  calm  investigation  to 
ae  subject.  I  move  that  this  memorial  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  YULEE  presented  the  petition  of  Matthias 
G.  Marin,  a  lieutenant  in  the  Navy,  who  has  been 
placed  upon  the  resipred  list,  praying  to  be  re- 
stored to  his  former  position  in  the  service; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  present  the  memorial  of  Lieu- 
tenant Alexander  Gibson,  who  has  been  placed 
on  the  reserved  list,  praying  for  relief  from  the 
action  of  the  late  naval  board  for  the  reasons — 
and  they  are  very  strong  ones — stated  in  his  me- 
morial. 

It  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affiurs. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  present  also  the  memorial  of 
Lieutenant  Foxhall  A.  Parker,  Jr.,  who  has  been 
placed  on  the  reserved  list  in  consequence  of  the 
action  of  the  late  naval  board,  protes^ng  against 
the  same,  and  praying  that  justice  may  begone 
to  him.  This  memorial  presents  an  equally  strong 
case.  I  move  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  SEWARD  presentrd  two  petitions  of 
citizens  of  New  York,  praying  for  an  extension 
and  modification  of  the  laws  granting  pensions 
to  the  survivors  of  those  who  served  m  the  war 
of  1812,  and  their  widows;  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Also,  five  petitions  of  citizens  of  New  York, 
praying  for  an  amendment  of  the  bounty  land 
law  of  March  3, 1855,  so  as  to  admit  parol  tes- 
timony in  proof  of  olaims  under  it;  wnich  were 
referred  to  tlie  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Also,  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Samuel  White, 
a  lieutenant  during  the  war  of  1812,  praying  to 
4e  allowed  the  bounty  land  to  which  ne  was  en- 
titled, and  applied  for,  but  died  before  receiving; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Philemon  Bacon,  a  soldier 
during  the  war  of  1812,  praying  to  be  allowed  a 
pension;  which  wasrefbrcedto  the  Committee  on 
I'ensions. 

Also,  an  additional  paper  from  Benson  J.Loss- 
Ing,  relative  to  the  petition  of  Mrs.  Cochrane,  sur- 
viving child  of  Greneral  Schuyler;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  onltevolutionory  Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Lyman  Treat,  a  soldier  in 
the  \f  ar  of  1812,  praying  to  be  allowed  an  invalid 

gension ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
ensions. 

Also,  the  petitioA  of  the  heirs  of  Samuel  Adams, 
a  surgeon  in  the  Army  during  the  revolutionary 
war,  praying  for  commutation  pay  cmd  bounty 
land;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  the  grandchildren  and 
descendants  of  Captain  Francis  Lavamway,  for 
one  year's  pay  on  his  commission,  in  accordance 
witli  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  May  S^, 
1779;  half  pay  for  seven  years  as  per  resolution 
of  Congress  of  May  15,  1778;  and  land;  with 
interest  on  these  various  claims.  The  petition 
wa||  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  three  hundred  and  thirty 
citizens  of  O^ensburg,  New  York,  praying  for 
— I  Appropriation  for  the  erection  of  a  buiidiag  fyr 


the  accommodation  of  the  cuatom-honae  ahd  post- 

gffioe  at  that  pldce;  which  was  referred  to  the 
!ommittee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  WADE  presented  the  petition  of  Martha 
Morris,  widow  of  a  revolutionary  soldier,  pray- 
ing to  be  allowed  bounty  land;  which  was  re- 
feiTed  to  the  Committee 'on  Pensions. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  presented  the  petition 
of  Margaret  C.  Hanson,  widow  of  Captain  W. 
K.  Hanson,  of  the  United  States  Army,  praying 
for  a  pension  from  the  date  of^er  nusband's 
deatli  to  the  day  when  her  pension  commenced 
under  the  act  of  3d  February,  1853;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  ALLEN  presented  the  petition  of  Sarah 
B.  Baker  and  John  S.  Williams,  praying  to  be 
allowed  bounty  land  for  the  services  of  their 
father,  Elisha  Williams,  a  soldier  in  the  revolu- 
tionary war;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  IVERSON  presented  the  petition  of  Fran- 
cis McGuire,  praying  to  be  allowed  the  commu- 
tation due  to  his  ancestor.  Merry  McGuire,  for 
services  in  the  revolutionary  war;  which  was  re^ 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  DODGE  presented  the  petition  of  Benja- 
min H.  Moo<^,  an  officer  in  the  war  of  1812, 
praying  that  pensions  may  be  granted  to  all  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  that  war  now  living;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  SLIDEILL  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Mexican  Gulf  and  Southeastern  Railroad  Com- 
pany ,^raying  for  a  grant  of  land  to  aid  in  the 
construction  of  their  railroad;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  PubUc  Lands. 

Mr.  GEYER  presented  the  memorial  of  mem- 
bers of  the  bar  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  praying 
for  the  establishment  of  an  additional  jucuciM 
district  in  that  State;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  the  Greneral  Assembly 
of  the  State  of  Missouri,  praying  for  the  adoption 
of  measures  for  the  improvement  of  the  upper 
and  lower  rapids  of  the  Mississippi  river;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  PEARCE  presented  the  petition  of  Hans 
Nelson,  praying  for  compensation  for  his  ser- 
vices in  tlie  Navy  and  the  loss  of  his  clothing, 
and  also  to  be  allowed  bounty  land;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK  presented  the  memorial 
of  Susan  Marlow,  praying  that  the  acts  of  July 
2, 1836,  and  March  2,  1837,  under  which  Jihe 
entered  certain  lands,  may  be  so  amended  as  to 
authorize  her  to  sell  the  same;  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  -BENJAMIN.  I  hold  in  my  hand  the 
petition  of  John  Lamothe,  who  was  a  soldier  in 
the  war  of  1812,  who  assisted  in  raising  a  com- 
pany which  armed  and  equipped  itself  at  its  own 
expense.  He  served  at  ^e  battle  of  the  8th  of 
January,  1815,  and  received  a  severe  wound.  He 
now  applies  to  Congress  for  arrearages  of  pen- 
sion, stating  that,  at  the  time  the  pension  law, 
under  which  he  receives  a  monthly  allowance, 
was  past,  his  position  in  life  was  such  as  to 
enable  hun  to  dispense  with  any  aid  from  his 
country,  and  he  was  too  proud  to  receive  it.  He 
is  now  passed  sixty  years  of  age,  and  has  been 
reditced  by  misfortunes.  Although  he  is  in  the 
receipt  of  a  small  pension  of  six  dollars  a  month, 
as  that  is  insufficient  for  his  support,  and  as  he 
is  in  great  distress,  he  prays  that-Congress  will 
allow  him  the  apreani|;es  *of  pension  which  he 
would  have  received  if  he  had  made  application 
for  it,  when  it  was  not  necessary  for  his  support. 
1  move  that  the  petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions,  and  I  trust  it  will  meet  with 
fhvorable  consideration  from  that  committee. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ELECTIONS  IN  WASHINGTON. 

Mr.  WEXJLER.  I  have  a  memorial,  signed 
by  three  hundred  and  ei^ty  citizens  of  the  city  of 
Washington,  representmg  that,  at  the  last  charter 
election  in  this  city,  a  lax^  number  of  their  fellow- 
citizens,  legally  qualified  voters,  were  deprived 
of  the  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise,  owing  in 
port  to  the  limited  time,  as  well  as  the  linuted 
number  of  places,  allowed  by  law  for  the  recep- 
tion of  the  ballots,  but  more  particularly  in  v>n- 
sequence  of  a  gross  assumption  of  power  on  the 
part  of  the  commissioners  of  election,  who,  in 
many  instances,  disregarded  the  plain  provisions 


of  the  charter,  as  well  as  the  judicial  decisions  of 
the  courts  of  the  district. 

I  am  satisfied,  Mr.  President,  that  verygroam 
outra^s  were  committed  by  some  pubUc  fonc- 

tionanes  of  this  city  in  the  recent  charter  election, 
have  no  doubt  that, for  poUtical  purposes,  a  large 
portion  of  citizens  were  oisfranclused.  In  moving 
the  reference  of  this  memorial  to  (he  Committee 
for  the  District  of  Columbia,  I  beg^  leave  to  ex- 
press the  hope  that  there  will  be  a  full  investiga- 
tion of  this  subject,  and  that  ihefe  will  be  some 
appropriate  remedy  dejrised  against  such  im- 
proper conduct  as  is  complained  of  by  the  me- 
morialists. 

The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee' 
on  the  District  of  Columbia.^ 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JONEIS,  of  Iowa,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  tho  heirs  of  Simoo  Sam- 
mere,  a  revolutionary  officer,  prayinr  to  be  allowed  conmra- 
tation  pay,  foe  withdrawn  (hioi  thonlea  of  the  Senate,  sari 
referred  to  the  Comniittee  on  Peo^tions. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  THOMPSON,  ofKentad^, 
it  was ' 

Ordered,  That  flie  memorial  of  Chailea  A.  Wicldilfe, 
ptayinf;  for  bounty  land  as  beir-st-law  to  hia  aon,  be  wjtt- 
drawn  from  the  files  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to  theCoss- 
mittee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  it  was 

Ordertdy  That  the  petitioB  of  John  8.  Dwlin,  lete  am 
officer  in  the  Marine  Corps,  prayioefora  pension  to  coia- 
moncc  at  the  date  of  his  disability,  be  withdrawn  from  the 
files  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to  the  CommiUee  on  Pes-  • 
■tons. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ADAMS,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  John  L.  Allen  and  A.  R. 
Garter,  land  officers  at  Augusta,  MiMisaippi.  praying  for  an 
increase  of  compoMation,  be  withdrawn  mna  the  lOeBof 
the  Senate,  and  referred  to  the  Committte  on  rnhlirT  nn^ 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MALLORY,  it  was 

Ordend,  That  the  memorial  of  Frederick  Chataid*  a 
lieutenant  in  the  United  States  Navy,  praying  for  ceitsas 
allowances  in  the  settlement  of  hw  accounts  .as  ac|l^ 
purser,  be  withdrawn  from  the  files  of  the  Senate,  and  te- 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  AllUrs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  GEYER,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Adam  D.  Steuart,  jpcayiim 
for  the  reimbursement  of  a  mm  of  money  paid  by  Dim  fbr 
the  recovery  of  certain  public  Ainds,  which  wrire  stoton 
while  under  his  charge,  bo  withdrawn  from  the  files  of  tlM 
Senate,  and  referrad  to  the  Cdfaunittee  on  Uie  Judidsry* 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SUMNER,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  JDemorials  and  papers  relttingtocfaeap 
ocean  postage,  now  on  the  flies  of  the  Senate,  be 
from  the  files,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Office  and  Post  Uonds. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FESSENDEN.  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Amaziali  Goodwin,  praj 
for  a  pension,  be  witltdrawn  from  the  filos  of  the  denate^ 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FESSENDEN,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  pMition  of  Samuel  B.  Porter,  a  soldier 
in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  praying  for  a  pension  on 
account  of  injuries  c>ufiered  in  military  service,  be  wttlH 
drawn  firom  the  files,  and  referred  to  the  Comminee  oaPs»- 
sions. 

On  motion l)y  Mr.  FESSENDEN,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Joseph  Colby,  son  and  ad- 
miniatcator  of  Ebenezer  Colby,  praymg  for  an  increase  of 
pension,  be  withdrawn  from  the  files  of  the  Senate,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FESSENDEN,  it  was 

Ordered.  That  the  petition  of  Robert  Morton,  representa- 
tive of  ANfail  Morton,  praying  for  a  pension,  be  withdraws 
Ihmi  the  files  of  the  Swte,  and  rsferred  to  the  CWnmiltes 
on  Pensions. 


On  motion  by  Mr.  FESSENDEN,  it 

Ordered,  That  tlie  petition  of  Jesae  Barker,  praying  for  a 
pension,  be  withdrawn  (torn  tho  files  of  tbe  Senate,  sad 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

JAM£8  DAVIDSON. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEM.  I  wish  to  present*  peti- 
tion, and  I  ask  for  what  I  am  about  say  the  par- 
ticular attention  of  any  member  of  theOomnuttee 
on  Military  Affairs  bv  whom  I  may  hare  the 
honor  to  be  heard.  I  nold  in  my  hand  a  pciitioD 
praying  for  an  additional  pension,  and  I  think 
that  every  word  of  it  ia  true — mther  an  uncom- 
mon circumstance  in  such  a  petition.  It  is  from 
James  Davidson,  who  was  for  twelve  months 
captain  in  the  volunteers  which  served  in  the 
West  during  the  war  of  1812.  I  knew  him  well, 
and  I  have  known  him  ever  since  that  period. 
He  is  an  honest  and  upright  man;  now  grown  old 
and  poor.  He  is  tilhng,  with  his  own  willing 
labor,  and  with  willing  hands,  a  poor,  miserable 
piece  of  land.  ^  This  is  the  man  whose  memo- 
rial I  poQsent.    He  asks  now  for  an  addiuonal 
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one  for  the  improvement  of  the  river  St.  Clair, 
and  the  other  for  the  improvement  of  the  St. 
Mary  *8  river.  I  at  first  designed,  on  introducing 
those  bills,  to  ask  that  they  should  be  referred  to 
tlie  Committee  on  Commerce;  but  on  further 
reflection,  consideVing  that  these  bills  had  been  | 
before  Congress  at  the  lost  session,  that  they  had 
been  reported  on  favorably,  and  that  they  had 
passed  oy  large  majorities  m  both  Houses,  I  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  be  useless 
to  refer  them.  In  this  opinion  I  think  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Commerce  concurs 
with  me.  I  now  ask  leave  to  introduce  the  bills, 
and  to  have  them  read  twice,  so  as  to  take  their 
place  on  the  Calendar. 

Leave  was  granted  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
2)  making  an  appropriation  for  deepening  the 
cnannel  over  the  St.  Clair  flats,  in  the  State  of 
Michigan;  which  was  r^ead  twice  by  its  title,  and 
placed  on  the  Calendar. 

Leave  was  also  granted  to  Mr.  Cass,  in  pur- 
suance of  previous  notice,  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  3)  making  an  appropriation  for  deepening  the 
channel  over  the  flats  of  the  St.  Mary  s  river,  in 
the  State  of  Michigan;  which  was  read  twice  by 
its  title,  and  ordered  to  be  placed  on  the  Calen- 
dar. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
(S.  No.  4)  in  relation  to  punishment  in  the  peni- 
tentiary; which  was  reaa  twice  by  its  title,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr  BROWN,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  5)  to  settle  certain  accounts  between  the 
United  States  and  the  State  of  Mississippi ;  which 
was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  in  pursuance  of  previous 
notice,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  (S.  No.  6^  making  a  grant  of  land  to  the  State 
of  Iowa  in  alternate  sections  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  certain  railroads  in  said  State;  which 
was  read  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  PISH,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  7)  to  remit  or  refund  duties  upon  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise  destroyed  by  fire;  which 
was  read  twice  by  its  title. 

Mr.  FISH.  I  move  that  the  bill  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  wish  to  ask  the  Senator 
frorp  New  York  whether  the  bill  is  a  general 
one? 

Mr.  FISH.  It  is  the  same  bill  which  passed 
the  Senate  unanimously,  orrery  nearly  so,  I  be- 
lieve, at  the  last  session. 

Mr.  WELLEIR.  Is  it  general  with  regard  to 
locality?  ^ 

Mr.  PISH.    Yes,  sir. 

The  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  8)  to  amend  the  naturalization  laws;  which 
waR  read  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  JONEiS,  of  Iowa,  in  pursuance  of  previous 
notice,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  (S.  No.  9)  to  extend  the  western  boundary 
line  of  the  State  of  Iowa  to  the  Missouri  river; 
which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  in  pursuance  of  previous 
notice,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  (S.  No.  10)  to  continue  the  improvements  in 
the  harbor  of  Newark,  New  Jersey;  which  was 
read  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

Mr.  SLIDELL,  in  pursuance  of  previous 
notice,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  (8.  No.  11)  granting  to  the  State  of  Louisiana 
the  right  of  way  for  a  railroad  from  Algiers,  on 
the  Mississippi  river,  to  the  Sabine  river;  which 
was  read  twice  bv  its  title,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Puolic  Lands. 

Mr.  IbLIDELL,  in  pursuance  of  previous 
notice,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  (S.  No.  12)  granting  to  the  State  of  Louisiana 
the  right  of  way,  and  for  the  purpose  of  locating 
a  railroad  from  Shreveport  to  the  Mississippi 
river;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and  rs- 
ferred  to  the  Committae  on  Public  Lands. 


Mr.  SLIDELL,  in  pursuance  of  previous 
notice,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  (S.  No.  13)  to  remove  obstructions  in  the 
mouths  of  the  Mississippi  river,  at  the  South- 
west Pass  and  Pass  a  1 'Outre;  which  was  read 
twice  by  its  title. 

Mr.  ISLIDELL.    Acting  upon  the  su^gestior 
made  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Michigan 
as  this  is  a  bill  which  was  passed  •by  the  Senate 
at  its  last  session,  I  think  it  is  unnecessary  to 
refex  it  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  bill  will  go  on  the 
Calendar. 

Mr.  SLIDELL,'  in  pursuance  of  previous 
notice,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  (S.  No.  14)  relating  to  pilotage;  which  was 
read  twice  by  its  title. 

Mr.  SLIDELL.  This  bill  passed  the  Senate 
at  the  last  session,  when  it  was  unanit^iouslv  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  on  Con^merce.  I  think 
It  unnecessary  to  refer  it  to  the  committee  again. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  bill  wiU  be  p&ced 
on.  the  Calendar. 

Mr.  FOOT,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  15)  explanatory  and  amendatory  of  the  act 
"  in  addition  to  certain  acts  granting  bounty  land 
to  certain  officers  and  soldiers  who  have  been 
engaged  in  the  military  service  of.  the  United 
States,'*  approved  March  3, 1855;  which  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  P^i^lic  Lands. 

Mr.  FOOT,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  16)  for  the  construction  of  suitable  buildings 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  circuit  and  district 
courts  of  the  United  States,  and  the  several  offices 
connected  therewith,  and  of  the  .post  offices,  at 
Rutland  and  Windsor,  Vermont;  which  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary; 

Mr.  FOOT,  m  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  17)  making  an  appropriation  for  the  contin- 
uation and  completion  of  the  breakwater  in  the 
harbor  of  Burlington,  on  Lake  Qiai^plain ;  which 
was  read  twice  oy  its  title,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  FOOT,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  18)  granting  bounty  land  to  Rebecca  Free- 
man; which  was  read  twice  by  its  title. 

Mr.  FOOT.  I  move  that  the  bill  be  refeiWd  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  CLAY.  I  would  suggest  to  the  Senator 
whether  it  is  not  better  that  it  should  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions.  It  is  a  subject 
which  is  placed  under  the  administration  of  the 
Pensioft  Bureau,  and  hence  I  think,  in  order  to 
preserve  the  harmony  of  our  action  on  this  sub- 
ject, it  would  perhaps  be  more  appropriate  to 
refer  the  subject  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 
I  have  no  personal  feeling  about  the  matter  what- 
ever. 

Mr.  TOOT.  I  submit  to  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor fVom  Alabama  that  the  practice  of  the  Senate 
has  been,  so  far  as  it  is  within  my  recollection,  to 
send  all  bills  and  petitions  praying  for  bounty 
land  to  the  Committee  on  Puolic  Lands,  and  not 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions.  I  have  no  pref- 
erence between  the  two  committees.  I  have 
pursued  the  practice  as  I  have  understood  it  here- 
tofore in  reference  to  bills  of  this  character. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Senator  from 
Alabama  make  that  motion  ? 

Mr.  CLAY.    No,  sir. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Then  the  biU  will  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  FOOT,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  joint 
resolution  (S.  R.  No.  1)  for  the  presentation  of  a 
sword  to  Colonel  Benjamin  S.  Roberts;  which 
was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Afi'airs. 

Mr.  SEWARD,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
(S.  No.  19)  for  continuing  the  improvement  of 
the  harbor  of  Buflialo,  New  York,  on  Lake  Erie; 
which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  SEWARD,  in  pursuance  of  previou*s  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
(S.  No.  20)  for  continuing  the  improvement  of 
th«  harbor  of  Dunkirk,  New  York,  on  Lake  Erie; 


which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  SEWARD,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tice, asked  and  obt«dned  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
(S.  No.  21)  forcontinuine  the  inaprovementof  ih« 
harbor  of  Oswego,  New  York,  on  Lake  Ontario;' 
which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  SEWARD,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
(S.  No.  22)  for  continuing  the  improvement  of 
the  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  Oak  Orchard  creek, 
New  York,  on  Lake  Ontario;  which  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Conunittce 
on  Commerce. 

Mr.  SEWARD,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  4  bill 
(S.  No.  23)  fof  continuing  the  improvement  of 
the  harbor  of  ^odus  bay,  Cayuga  county,  ^cv 
York,  on  Lake  Ontario;  which  was  read  twia 
by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce*. 

Mr.  SETWARD,  in  pursuance  of  previous 
notice,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  (S.  No.  24)  for  continuinia:  the  improvement 
of  the  harbor  of  Sod  us  bay ,  Wayne  county,  New 
York,  on  Lake  Ontario;  whicl'i  was  read  iviat 
byiutitle,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

Mr.  SEWARD,  in  pursuance  of  prerioui 
notice,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  (S.  No.  25)  making  an  appropriation  for  a 
steam-dredge  on  Lake  Ontario;  which  yna  read 
twice  by  its  title,  ^d  referred  to  the  Commiuee 
on  Commerce. 

Mr.  WADE,  in  pursuance  of  previotis  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  26)  to  continue  the  improvement  of  the  har- 
bor of  Conncaut,  Ohio;  which  was  read  twice  bf 
its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

Mr.  WADE,  in  purs-iance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  27)  to  continue  the  improvement  of  the  har- 
bor of  Huron,  Ohio;  which  was  read  twice  byitJ 
title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  dn  Commerce. 

Mr.  WADE,  in  pursuance  of  previoBs>ootice, 
asked  and  obtainea  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  28)  to  continue  the  improvement  of  the  har- 
bor of  Ashtabula,  Ohio;  which  was  read  twice 
by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  CommiUoe  on 
CJommerce. 

Mr.  WADE,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  29)  to  continue  the  improvement  of  the  har- 
bor of  Sandusky  City,  Ohio;  which  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Commiuee 
on  Commerce 

Mr.  WADE,  in  pursuance  of  prerious  notia, 
asked  and  obtainea  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  30)  to  continue  the  improvement  of  the  har- 
bor of  Cleveland,  Ohio;  which  was  read  twice  by 
its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce . 

#Ir.  WADE,  in  pursuance  of  prerious  noti^. 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a bill(^- 
No.  31)  to  continue  the  improvement  of  the  har- 
bor of  Fairport,  Ohio;  which  was  read  twiw  of 
its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  UO- 
merce. 

Mr.  WADE,  in  pursuance  of  previous  noU«. 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  m{°' 
No.  32)  to  continue  the  improvement  of  the  wr- 
bor  at  the  mouth  of  Black  river,  Oh»oi  '^"JT 
was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  uw 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

PROCEEDINGS  OP  THE  NAVAL  BOARD* 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.    I  ^^J^J^^^i 
now  to  take  up  a  resolution  which  1  o"^^!"^ 
six  weeks  ago— a  resolution  of  inquiry  as  i 
proceedings  of  the  naval  board.    ^^^^.-^{L 
to  the  Senate  that  1  think  we  may  be  doing »" 


justice  to  the  board,  when  it  is  not  our  P*"^ 
or  intention  to  do  so.  I  ask  that  i*^^  r**T^n 
may  be  taken  up  and  acted  upon.  I  J^P^j  j^te 
lead  to  no  debate.  I  see  no  necessity  for  a  ^ 
upon  it,  as  it  is  a  simple  question  of  inj  ^_ 
When  the  resolution  shall  be  taken  up,  1  »Jf "  j^^ 
pose  to  amend  it  so  as  to  accord  with  ine^  ^ 
of  some  gentlemen  who  do  not  concur  ^  ^ 
in  opinion.  As  I  am  disposed  to  be  a  comp  ^ 
man,  I  will  offer  an  amendment  m  Ueu 
resolution. 
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and  I  stated  the  fkct  that  I  sent  my  resolution  to 

be  read. 

The  SPEAKER  recognized  the  gentleman  from 

Maine,  [Mr.  Washburn,]  and  his  resolution  was 

reported,  as  rdlows: 

Resolved,  That  a  menage  be  lent  to  the  Senate  to  inform 
that  body  tliat  a  quorum  of  the  Uou«e  of  RepreMntalivea 
hail  aasembled,  and  tbat  Nathaniel  P.  Banks.  Jr.,  cue  of 
the  Kepresentativea  from  the  State  of  Massacnusetts,  has 
been  chosen  Speaker,  and  that  the  House  is  now  ready  to 
pmeeed  to  business. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  Before  the  question  be  put 
on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  I  desire  to  ask 
whether  we  should  not,  at  the  same  time,  inform 
the  President  of  the  United  States.   * 

Several  MEMBERt.    Oh,  no. 

The  (]uestion  was  taken,  and  Mr.  Washburn's 
resolution  was  adopted. 

The  Clerk  was  charged  with  the  message  to  the 
Senate. 

RESOLUTION  TO  NOTIFY  THE  PRESIDENT. 

Mr.  PENNINGTON.  I  offer  the  foUowing 
resolution: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  on  the  part  of 
till)  House,  to  join  such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
sSiates,  and  infbrm  him  that  a  quorum  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives is  Assembled,  and  that  Congress  is  ready  to  re- 
ceive any  communication  he  may  be  pleased  to  make. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  suppose  that 
we  ou^ht  ojso  to  inform  the  President  who  is  the 
presiding  officer  of  this  House,  in  order  that  he 
may  know  from  whom  he  receives  communica- 
tions from  this  body. 

Several  Members.    That  is  not  usual. 

Mr.  PENNINGTON.  In  preparing  the  reso- 
lution, I  was  following  apreceacnt  which  I  found, 
and  which  has  the  authority  of  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  himself. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  resolution 
was  adopted. 

Messrs.  Pennington,  Aiken,  and  Broom  were 
appointed  by  the  Speaker  such  committee. 
ELECTION  OF  CLERK. 

Mr.  THURSTON.  I  move  that  the  House 
do  now  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  Clerk. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  If  the  gentleman  from  Rhode 
Island  [Mr.  Thurston]  wul  allow  me,  I  will  first 
make  a  motion,  which  I  suppose  will  consume  no 
time.  Two  months  of  the  session  have  already 
passed  by,  and  it  is  necessary  for  us  to  begin  to 
prepare  for  the  labor  of  the  session.  I  shall  move, 
if  I  be  permitted  to  do  so,  to  take  up  tlie  President's 
message  and  accompanying  documents  from  the 
table,  and  refer  them  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Several  Members.    Oh  no ! 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  (aside.)  I  want  to  have  them 
printed. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  is  on  the  res- 
olution offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Rhode 
Island,  [Mr.  Thurston.] 

Mr.  VALK.  I  offer  the  following  resolution 
for  the  consideration  of  the  House. 

Mr.  THURSTON.  I  move  the  previous  ques- 
tion  on  the  resolution  which  I  have  submitted. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  Have  the  resolution  reported. 
I  desire  to  know  whether  it  proposes  to  have  the 
Clerk  elected  by  ballot  or  viva  voce  7 

The  resolution  was  made  to  read  as  follows: 

Rtiohed,  Tbat  the  House  do  now  proceed,  oiMrvoee,  to 
the  election  of  a  Clerk. 

Mr.  ORR.  The  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island 
had  surrendered  the  floor,  and  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Valk]  was  recognized.  How 
could  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  get  the 
floor  to  demand  the  previous  question  ? 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  My  friend  from  South  Car- 
olina [Mr.  OrrI  is  certamly  mistaken. 

Mr.  ORR.  1  think  that  I  am  not  mistaken. 
The  gentleman  from  New  York  was  recognised. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  circumstances  were 
these:  I  appealed  to  the  gentleman  from  Rhode 
Island  [Mr.  Thurston]  to  surrender  the  floor  to 
me.  I  did  not  understand  him  as  doing  so;  but  I 
understood  that  objection  was  made,  ana  therefore 
I  acquiesced.  But  for  that  I  would  have  insisted 
on  my  motion.  I  think,  therefore,  that  my  friend 
from  South  Carolina  is  mistaken. 

Mr.  ORR  perstf  ted  in  saying  that  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  [Mr.  Vale]  had  been  rec- 
ognized. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  would  state  that 
the  facto  are  these.    The  gentleman  from  Rhode 


Island  [Mr.  Thurston]  submitted  a  resolution. 
The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  ValkJ  was 
assigned  the  floor  on  that  resolution .  He  did  not, 
however,  propose  to  amend  it^  but  ofiered  to  in- 
troduce an  independent  resolution,  which  has  not 
been  read.  The  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island 
then  obtaining  the  floor,  moved  the  previous 
(^[uestion;  and  the  question  before  the  House  now 
is,  **  Shall  the  mam  question  be  now  put?*' 

Mr.  TRIPPE.  I  heard  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  distinctly  announce  that  he  offered 
hisproposition  by  way  of  amendment. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Choir  did  not  so  un- 
derstand it.  The  Chair  did  not  hear  the  gentle- 
man state  that  he  offered  his  resolution  by  way 
of  amendment. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  The  gentleman  from 
New  Ym'k  certainly  did  move  it  as  a  substitute. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  attended  dis- 
tinctly to  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  and  did 
not  hear  anyproposition  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  VALK.  I  did  offer  my  resolution  as  a 
substitute.  If  not  so  understood  by  the  Chair, 
such  was  my  intention. 

.  The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  did  nol  so  un- 
derstand it. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  move  to  lay  on  the  table 
the  resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Rhode  Island.  I  do  so  with  a  view  to  let  us  first 
draw  for  our  seats. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table,  Mr.  A.  K.  Marshall  demanded  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Bocock  and 
Thorington  were  appointed. 

The  House  was  divided;  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  103,  noes  85. 

So  Mr.  Thurston's  resolution  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  VALK.  I  now  move  my  resolution  as  an 
independent  proposition.    I  ofler  the  following: 

Resohedf  That  the  Hon.  William  Cullom,  of  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  be  declared  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives for  tne  Thirty-Fourth  Congress. 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  demand  the  previous  question 
upon  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  ORR.*  I  move  to  lay  the  resolution  upon 
the  table.  The  House  has  just  laid  upon  the 
table  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Rhode 
Island,  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  for  seats. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  the  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Orr's 
motion  to  lay  upon  the  table;  and  decided  in  the 
negative — yeas  101,  nays  113;  as  follows: 

YEAS  —  Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay.  Barksdale, 
Bell,  Hendley  8.  Bennett,  BilliufhurBt,  Blias,  Bocock, 
Bowie,  Boyce,  Branch,  Brenton,  Brooks,  Burnett.  Cad- 
walader,  John  P.  Campbell,  Caruthers,  Caskie,  Bayard 
Clark,  Clingman,  HowcU  Cobb,  WUliamson  R.  W.  Cobb, 
Colfkx,  Cox,  Crawford,  Davidson,  Day,  Denver,  Dowdell, 
Edmundsoo,  Elliott,  Enflish,  Eustis,  Faulkner,  Fior«icc, 
Foster,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Giddinra,  Goode,  Greenwood, 
Augustus  Hall,  Harlan,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomas  L. 
Harris,  Herbert,  Hickman,  Hollowa^,  Houston,  Jeweu, 
George  W.  Jones.  J.  Glaucy  Jones,  Keitt,  Kelly,  Kidwell, 
Leiter,  Letcher,  Lumpkin,  Alexander  K.  Marshall,  Hum- 

Rhrey  Marshall.  Samuel  S.  Marshall,  Maxwell,  McMullin, 
IcCiueen,  Smith  Miller,  Millson,  Moore,  Mott,  Nichols, 
Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Peck,  Phelps.  Pike,  PoweU.  Ouit- 
man,  Rutfin,  Rust,  Sabin,  Sandidge,  Savage,  Shorter, 
Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  Smith,  Stanton,  Stephens, 
Stewart.  Swope,  Talbott,  Vail,  Wade,  Walbridge,  WaJ- 
drou,  Walker,  Warner,  Watson,  WeUs,  Winslow,  Wood, 
Daniel  B.  Wright,  and  John  V.  Wright— 101. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Albright,  Allison,  Ball,  Barbour,  Henry 
Bennett,  Benson,  Bingham,  Bishop,  Bradshaw,  Broom, 
Buflington,  Burlineame.  James  H.  Campbell,  Lewis  D. 
Campbell,  Carlile.  Chafiee,Ezra  Clark,  Clawson,  Coniins, 
Covode^Cragin, Cullen, Cimiback, Darorell, Henry  Winter 
Davis,  Timothy  Davis,  Dean,  De  Witt,  Dick,  Dickson, 
Dodd,  Dunn.  Durfec,  Edie,  EtheridKe,  Evans,  Flarier, 
Henry  M.  Fuller, Galloway,  Gilbert,  Granger,  Grow,  Robert 
B.  Hall,  J.  Morrison  Harris.  Haven,  Homnan,  Thomas  R. 
Horton,  Howard,  Keleey,  Kennett^  King,  Knapp.  Knight, 
Knowlton,  Knox.  Kunkel,  Lake,  Lindley,  Mace,  Matteson, 
McCarty,  Mcacham,  KUIian  Miller,  Millward,  Morgan, 
Morrill,  Murray,  Norton,  Paine,  Parker,  Pearce,  Pelton, 
Pennington,  Perry,  Pettit,  Porter,  Pringle,  Purviance.  Pur- 

Sear,  Reade,  Ready,  Ricaud,  Ritchie,  Rivers,  Robbins, 
;oberts,  Rotnson.  Sage,  Sapp.  Scott,  Sherman,  Simmons, 
William  R.  Sraitn,  Sneed,  Spinner,  Stranahan,  Tapimn, 
Thorington,  Thurston,  Todd,  Trafton,  Trippe,  Tyson,  Un- 
derwood, Valk,  Cadwalader  C.  Washbume.  Ellihu  B. 
Washbume,  Israel  Washburn,  Watkins,  Welcn,  Wheeler, 
Whitney,  Woodruff,  Wood  worth,  and  Zollicoffer— 113. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  ordering  the 
main  question;  and  being  taken,  the  main  ques- 
tion was  ordered. 

Mr.  SMITH ,  of  Tennessee.  I  ask  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  upon  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 


The  question  was  then  taken  upon  tbeadoptioa 
of  the  resolution,  and  decided  in  the  afltoatwe— 
yeas  125,  nays  8B;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Albright,  AUison,  Ball,  Barbour,  Henrr 
Bennett,  Benson,  Bingham,  Bishop,  Bradshaw.  Btooo, 
Buffington,  Burlingame,  Jas.  H.  Campbell, LewiiD.Cafflb! 
bell,  Carlile,  Chaffee,  Er.ra  Clark,  Clawson,  Colfax,  CmniM, 
Covodc,  Cragin,  Culirn,  Cumback.Damrcl),  Henry  Winter 
Davif),  Timothy  Davis,  Dean,  De  Wlu,  Dick,  Dickson 


ven,  Hotnnan,  Thomas  B.  Horton,  Howard,  Kelsey,  Kea- 
nett.  King,  Knapp,  Knight,  Knowlton,  Knox,  KunM, 
Lake,  Lindley.  Mace.  Maiteson,  McCaity,  MndtuB, 
KUIian  Miller,  Millward,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Namy 
Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Paine,  Pancer,  Pearcf,  PeltooJ 
Pennington,  Perry,  PetUt,  Porter,  Pnngle,  Pomiuce, 
Puryear,  Reade,  RiBady,  Ricaud,  fititchie.  Riven,  Sob 
bins,  Roberts,  Robison,  Sabin,  Sage.  Sapp,  Scott.  SbetioB, 
SimmonSfWilliam  R.  Smith,  Sneed,  Stanton,  Straaahu, 
Tappan,  Thorington,  Thurston,  Todd,  TraftoD,  Trippe.  Ty- 
son, Underwood,  Valk,  Wade,  Walbridge,  Waldron,  Cid- 
walader  C.  Washbume,  Ellihu  B.  Washbttme,  laui 
Washburn,  Watkins,  Welch,  Whitney,  Wood,  WoodnC 
Woodworth,  and  Zollicoffer— 135. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay,  Barksdile,  BeQ, 
Hendley  S.  Bennett,  Billinshurst,  Bliss,  Bocock,  Bowie, 
Boyce,  Branch,  Brenton,  Brooks,  Burnett,  C^mlKder, 
John  P.Campbell,  Caruthers,  Caskie,  Bayard  Clark,  Cli^ 
man,  HoWell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Cox,  Craw- 
ford, Davidson,  Day,  Denver,  DowdelljEdmandsoOfEUiaD, 
Englii^h,  Eustis,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Tbaaiai  J.  D.  FuUn, 
Goode,  Greenwood,  Augustus  Hall,  SamfHon  W.  Haihf, 
Thomas  L.  Harris,  Hert>ert,  Hickman,  Hoilowav,  Uoq^ 
Jewett,  George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  KntL  Kt&f, 
Kidwell,  Leiter,  Letcher,  Lumpkin,  Alexander  K.  M»- 
shall,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Samuel  S.  Marshall,  MuweH, 
McMullin,  McQueen,  Smith  Miller,  Millson,  M<m,  Nicbote, 
Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Peck,  Phelps,  Powell,  Qoitou, 
Ruffin,  Rust,  Sandidge,  Savage,  Shorter,  Samuel  A.  Sniib, 
William  Smith,  Spinner,  Stephens,  Stewart, Talbott,  Vifl, 
Walker,  Warner,  Watson,  Wells,  Winslow,  Dtaiel  B. 
Wright,  and  John  V.  Wright-^. 

Pendine  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  TAYLOR  (when  his  name  was  called) 
stated  that  he  had  paired  oflf  with  Mr.  Wakcnak; 
otherwise  he  should  have  Toted  against  the  reso- 
lution. 

The  SPEAKER  then  announced  William  Cul- 
lom to  be  duly  elected  Clerk  of  the  Thirty-Fourth 
Congress. 

Mr.  BALL.  I  now  renew  the  resolution  I 
sometime  since  withdrew,  to  proceed  to  dravfor 
seats. 

Mr.  VALK.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
to  withdraw  that  resolution  for  a  moment  to  en- 
able me  to  make  a  motion  in  connection  with  the 
resolution  just  adopted  by  the  House. 

Mr.  BALL.    I  will  withdraw  for  that  purpos-. 

Mr.  VALK.  I  move  that  WUliam  Cullom, 
having  been  duly  elected  Clerk  of  the  House  for 
the  nrt'sent  Congress,  be  now  sworn  into  office. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Cullom  then  came  forward,  escorted bv Mr. 
Mace,  of  Indiana,  and  the  Speaker  proceeded  to 
administer  to  him  the  oath  of  office. 
DRAWING  FOR  SEATS. 

Mr.  BALL.  I  now  renew  my  resohi tion,  and 
call  the  previous  question  upon  it. 

Mr.  MACE,  l  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  House  refufed 
to  adjourn. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  hope  that  the 
gentleman  who  has  proposed  that  resolution  will 
alter  it  so  as  to  provide  that  there  shall  be  two 
boxes,  and  the  name  placed  in  one  and  the  num- 
ber of  the  seat  placed  in  the  other,  so  that,  when 
the  name  is  drawn,  the  number  shall  be  an- 
nounced. That  will  provide  a  much  fiurcr  plan 
than  that  proposed. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  I  rise  to  what  I  conceive  to 
be  a  privileged  question. 

Mr.  JONES.  Has  the  previous  quesuon  been 
ordered  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  has  been  called,  but  not 
ordered.  .    . 

Mr.  MILLSON.  I  rise  to  what  I  wncenre  jo 
be  a  privileged  question.  The  Speaker  will  deafle 
whether  it  be  or  not;  but,  as  it  is  essential  to  tne 
maintenance  of  order,  I  hope  the  resolujon  i 
have  to  propose  will  be  adopted  before  the  Hou* 
proceeds  to  the  transaction  of  any  other  busine^- 
The  resolution  I  propose  to  offer  is  in  the  follow- 
ing words: 

Resolved,  That  the  rules  of  the  last  House  of  RfP^] 
ativea  bo  adopted  aa  Uie  rules  of  Uiis  Bouse  until  ow 
wi»e  ordered.  . 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I . ask  the  gentleroanw 
accept  of  an  amendment  which  is  made  ncceswry 
by  an  amendment  adopted  during  the  toit  9ei« 
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we  oaaaot  nroperly  appropriate  money  generally 
out  of  the  Tr^isury  for  such  a  purpose.  I  say 
the  passage  of  this  resolutioa  would  be  a  clear 
departure  from  the  Constitution,  and  a  perversion 
of  a  trust  confided  to  us.  This  money  has  been 
drawn  from  the  Treasury  by  law  for  specific  pur- 
poses, and  the  resolution  seeks  to  divert  it  to 
other  and  different  purposes. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Senator  from 
Gteorgia  object  to  the  cozisideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion to-day  ? 

Mr.  TOOMBS.    I  do. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Then  it  must  lie  over, 
as  a  matter  of  course. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  Will  the  Senator  withdraw 
that  objection  to  allow  mc  to  make  a  remark  ? 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  I  withdraw  the  objection  for 
that  purpose. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  The  honorable  Senator  from 
Geor^a  withdraws  fbr  the  present  his  ob^tion, 
in  order  that  I  may  state  my  reasons  for  ofifering 
the  resolution.  I  offer  it  because  such  an  appro- 
priation has  many  precedents  to' justify  it.  The 
same  thin^  has  been  done  over  and  over  again, 
and  especially  in  the  other  House. 

The  objection,  as  I  understand  it,  which  comes 
from  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  HuNTfcR,] 
and  tlie  gentleman  from  G^eorgia,  [Mr.  Toombs,1 
isy  that  the  resolution  appropritites  money  out  of 
our  contingent  fund.  Sir,  it  is  impossible  to  resort 
to  any  other  fund  in  order  to  relieve  these  suffer- 
ers. If  we  have  to  wait  until  a  regular  bill  can  be 
passed  through  both  Houses  of  Congress,  those 
who  are  suffering — if  the  facts  are  correctly  stated 
to  me,  must  die  before  relief  can  be  furnished. 
This  is  an  extraordinary  case.  Such  a  winter  has 
never  been  known,  and  such  a  degree  of  suffer- 
ing in  consequence  of  it  is  unexampled.  As  the 
Senate  has  drawn  without  censure  from  its  con- 
tingent ilind  money  for  many  charitable  purposes, 
it  will,  I  trust,  sanction  sucn  a  resolution  as  this. 
Why,  sir.  the  Senate  paid  out  of  the  contingent 
fun  a  all  tne  expenses  of  Kossuth  and  his  smie, 
when  he  came  here — mbre  than  four  thousand 
dollars.  The  native  poor  are  quite  as  well  entitled 
to  the  eharities  of  this  fund  as  the  Hungarian 
could  have  been  to  its  hospitalities. 

Sir,  we  are  acting  as  the  local  Legislature  for 
this  District,  just  as  the  Legislature  of  Vir- 
ginia would  act  for  the  city  of  Richmond  at  this 
period;  and  there,  I  apprehend,  th^e  would  be 
,no  objection  and  no  difficulty  in  passing  such  a 
resolution  as  this.  I  know  that,  when  resolutions 
of  this  kind  have  been  offered,  objections  have  been 
made ;  but  I  hope  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  wiil 
allow  a  vote  of  the  Senate  to  be  taken  upon  it. 
Surely  if  there  is  a  majority  of  the  Senate  in  favor 
of  the  resolution,  he  will  let  it  go.  His  opposi- 
.  tion  is  founded  upon  principle,  in  which  he  no 
doubtsincerely  feels  as  much  confidence  as  Ifeelin 
the  principles  which  I  advocate.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  he  is  perfectly  honest  in  his  opposition  to  the 
resolution;  I  am  equally  so  in  my  advocacy  of  it.  • 
I  hope,  therefore,  tliat,  like  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  he  will  suffer  a  vote  to  be  taken  upon 
it,  cmd  if  a  majority  of  the  Senate  refuse  to  agree* 
to  it  I  shall  submit. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  Very  weU;  I  withdraw  my 
objection  to  the  present  consideration  of  the  reso- 
lution. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  hears  no  other 
objection  to  tiio  consideration  of  the  resolution. 
It  IS  before  the  Senafis  for  action. 

Mr.  CLAY.  I  move  to  amend  the  resolution 
by  striking  out  so  much  as  provides  that  the 
money  for  this  ('lirpose  be  '*  paid  out  of  tlie  con- 
tingent fVind,"  and  to  substitute,  instead  of  that, 
the  words,  '*  be  paid  for  out  of  the  per  diem  of 
■Seaators  in  e«ital  proportions." 

Mr.  ADAmS.  I  second  that  motion.  Letua 
have  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  amendment. 

Mr.  TOOMBS*  I  offer  an  amendment  to  the 
•mendmeDt.  As  I  prefbr  to  be  my  own  almoner, 
I  move  that  the  expense  be  paid  out  of  **  the  per 
dietn  of'  Senators  voting  for  the  resolution.'* 
[Laughter.] 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  on  the 
amendment  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  IVERSON.  I  hope  that  neither  of  the 
propositions  before  us  wiH  be  passed.  Sir,  I  do 
not  think  that  the  ScaMte  has  the  constitutional 
power  to  appropriate  money  in  this  way.  The 
Distinguished  Senator  from  Delaware  says  we 
Ik&ve  the  M«0  power  toappropriftie  money  for  an 
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obJ4M)t  of  this  sort  that  the  LegislaUure  of -the  State 
of  Georgia  would  have  to  appropriate  money  for 
a  similar  object  in  that  State,  or  the  Legislature 
of  Virginia  would  have  in  that  State.  That  is 
not  so,  according  to  my  understanding  of  the 
theory  of  this  Qoyemmont.  The  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Georgia  has  the  power  to  do  anything 
and  everything  that  is  not  moonsistent  with,  or 
contradicted,  by  the  Constitution  eitherof  the  Uni- 
ted States  or  of  that  State .  The  National  Legisla- 
ture of  this  Government  has  only  the  power  to  do 
that  whkh  is  granted  to  it,  and  not  to  do  every- 
thing that  is  not  prohibited.  Now,  sir,  where  is 
the  clause  of  the  Constitution  which  authorizes 
this  Government,  or  this  body,  to  appropriate 
money  to^nish  food,  or  clothing,  or  wood,  for^ 
the  poor  of  this  District  ?  If  you  can  appropriate 
the4money  of  the  Government  to  buy  wood  for 
the  pooi^  you  can  do  it  to  buy  clothing,  or  food, 
or  horses,  or  anything  which  may  conform  to  the 
necessities  or  luxuries  of  the  people.  Where  is 
the  limit  >  There  is  none.  I  ask  the  Senator  from 
Delaware  if  he  is  prepared  to  vote  fora  similar  res- 
olution to  provide  food  for  the  poor  of  Bakimorc, 
and  New  Yodc,  and  Boston,  and  Richmond,  and 
of  every  other  city  of  the  Union  ?  because,  if  we 
have  the  power  to  provide  food  and  raiment  for 
the  poor  of  the  city  of  Washington,  we  have  the 
same  power  ever3rwfaere  in  the  United  States. 

The  gentleman  says  that  Congress  has  "  ex- 
elusive  jurisdiction''  over  the  City  of  Waskinjf^- 
ton  and  the  District  of  Columbia.  True,  sir; 
but  exclusive  jurisdiction  does  not  carry  univer- 
sal jurisdiction.  Exclusive  jurisdiction  is  one 
thing;  universal  jurisdiction  is  another.  While 
Congress  is  the  only  power  that  can  exercise  any 
{urisdictLon  over  the  District  of  Columbia,  cer- 
tainly we  do  not  claim  that  that  clause  of  the 
Constitution  gives  us  the  power  to  do  anything 
and  everything  according  to  the  discretion  of 
Congress.     Surely  not. 

I  think  that  Uie  proposition  which  has  been 
proposed,  by  which  this  resolution  is  to  be 
amended,  is  better  than  the  originid  resolution ; 
but  still  I  desire  to  know  what  authority  this 
body  has  to  take  my  money  out  of  my  pocket  to 

five  it  to  the  poor,  without  my  consent  ?  Sir,  I 
ave  as  much  sympathy  for  the  poor  of  this  Dis- 
trict as,  perhaps,  the  gentleman  from  Delaware, 
or  any  other  gentleman  on  this  floor,  and  I  wiil 
go  quite  as  far,  in  my  individual  capacity,  to  re- 
lieve them,  according  to  my  means,  as  any  gen- 
tlemmi  here;  but  I  stand  here  to  legislate  for  the 

reople,  and  not  for  myself;  and  what  right  have 
,  or  has  any  other  gentleman,  to  vote  tli^  money 
of  the  people  for  the  benefit  of  individual  citizens  ? 
We  have,  in  my  opinion,  no  such  right,  i  move, 
therefore,  to  lay  tne  whole  subject  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  The  honorable  Senator  put 
some  questions  to  me;  will  he  allow  me  to  answer 
them  ? 

Mr.  IVERSON.  I  wididraw  the  moUon  for 
the  present. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  propose  to  answer  the 
questions  which  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Georgia  [Mr.  Iverson]  put  to  me.  The  honor- 
able Senator  asked  me  whether  I  would  appro- 
priate money  for  the  poor  of  Baltimore,  New 
York,  Philadelphia,  Boston,  and  other  cities  of 
the  Union,  in  the  same  way?  Surely  not,  sir. 
I  stated,  i^hen  I  offered  the  resolution,  that  I 
offered  it  because  I  considered  Congress  as  the 
peculiar  and  exclusive  legislative  body  for  this 
District;  that  the  city  of  Washington  was  under 
its  guardianship  ana  care;  and  tne  poor  of  tliis 
city  are  as  much  under  our  care  as  the  poor  of 
the  city  of  Richmond  ore  under  the  pecuhar  care 
and  guardianship  of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia. 

The  honorable  gentlomau  from  Georgia  seems 
not  to  perceive  the  distinction  between  tne  powers 
of  the  focal  Legislature  for  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia and  the  general  powers  of  Congress.  He 
says  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  would  not  have 
the  power.  I  fancy  the  honorable  gentleman  is 
greatly  mistaken  in  tliat.  I  do  not  suppose  that 
the  Legislature  of  GeorjSfia  is  prohibited,  by  its 
constitution,  from  granting  redress  to  their  own 
suffering  citizens. 

Mr.  President,  if  I  had  supposed  I  should  have 
obstructed  the  business  of  the  Senate  with  a 
question  of  constitutional  law,  occupying  so  much 
time,  I  would  not  have  offered  the  resolution;  but 
as  I  have  offered  it,  I  propose  to  press  it  to  a  de- 
ciAion,  and  I  hope  that  the  Senate  will  past  it. 
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With  regard  to  approprtatiag  money  out  of  the 
pockets  of  Senators  who  are  unwilling  u>  aid  the 
poor,  I  suppose,  of  course,  we  have  no  such 
power.  I  am  quite  willing,  however,  to  contrib- 
ute my  full  share,  if  other  gentlemen  vriildoihiit, 
to  buy  this  wood.  I  see  no  difficulty  whatererin 
doing  this.  We  are  becoming  more  scrupulous 
than  the  Senate  or  the  House  of  RepresentaUTes 
have  ever  been  before,  and  I  suppose  the  priTate 
will  turn  out  like  the  public  charity.  The  suffer- 
ing, I  can  assure  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  is,  from  all  my  information,  greater  than 
it  has  ever  beei>  before.  The  c^U  on  the  human- 
ity of  the  Senate  is  greater,  at  this  time,  than  it 
has  ever  been  before. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  shall  vote  for  the  amendment 
to  the  amendment,  offered  by  the  Senator  from 
Georgia,  [Mr.  Toombs.]  I  shall,  then, if  tiat  mo- 
tion  prevail,  vote  for  the  amendment  as  amended. 
I  agree  with  the  objection  made  by  the  Senator 
from  Virginia,  that  to  pay  money  for  this  pur- 
pose out  of  the  contingent  fund^  which  waj  ia- 
trusted  to  this  body  for  its  legiUraate  uses,  and 
no  other,  as  I  understand  it,  is  a  violation  of  prin- 
ciple. Whatever  may  be  ray  sympathies  for  the 
poor — and  I  trust  that  I  have  as  much  for  them 
OS  any  other  Senator  on  this  floor— I  will  not  rio- 
late  a  principle,  as  long  as  1  have  a  dime  in  my 
pocket  to  relieve  the  necessities  of  those  whol 
think  are  entitled  to  relief. 
•  The  Senator  from  Delaware  says,  that  this  is 
an  extraordinary  spell  of  weather,  and  that  the 
necessities  of  the  poor  are  very  great.  That  is 
true,  sir.  But  I  venture  to  say  that  the  oldest 
citizen  here  will  tell  you  also  that  more  efforts 
hove  been  made,  more  money  contributed  to- 
wards the  relief  of  the  poor,  in  this  contiugcncr, 
than  there  has  been  on  any  former  occasion,  oo 
far  as  individual  appropriations  may  be  con- 
cerned, I  am  willing  to  go  as  far  as  he  who  goes 
furthest,  according  to  my  means;  but  I  am  not 
willing  to  violate  a  principle  in  order  to  reach 
any  case,  however  charitaole  it  may  be.  I  do 
not  believe  that  we  have  the  right  to  tax  any 
member  of  this  body  without  his  consent,  any 
more  than  we  have  the  right  to  take  a  portion  of 
the  contingent  fund,  intended  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate,  and  appropriate  it  to  the  poor.  There- 
fore, I  think  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
Senator  from  Georgia  is  right  ana  proper,  that 
this  amount  of  wood  ehall  be  furnished  to  the 
poor  of  the  city,  and  be  paid  for  out  of  the  per 
diem  of  the  Senators  who  vote  for  the  resolution. 

1  shall  vote  against  the  proposition  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Delaware.  If  the  proposed  amend- 
ments shall  be  rejected,  1  shall,  reluctant  as  lam 
to  do  so,  vote  against  the  resolution,  because  it 
is  a  violation  of  law  and  principle,  in  my  humbia 
judgment.  The  contingent  Amd  is  ftirnishcd 
to  us  by  the  ^nerous  confidence  of  the  House 
of  Representatives.  Without  that  confidence, 
we  could  not  receive  one  dollar  of  that  fund.  1 
cannot  consent  to  appropriate  it  to  any  other 
than  the  legitimate  purposes  for  which  it  wts 
originally  confided  to  this  body.  In  such  a  case, 
individual  necessity  is  a  matter  that  I  wiH  not 
consider.  We  may  have  the  right  to  tax  tjtf 
people  of  the  United  States  for  the  support  of  the 
poor  of  this  District,  owing  to  our  exclusirejuni- 
diction  here;  and  I  shall  not  go  into  a discussi(^ 
of  that  matter;  but  if  we  have  that  power,  U  « 
only  by  a  law  sanctioned  by  both  branches  of 
Congress,  and  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

These  arc  my  views.  My  object  in  rising  wjj 
to  explain  tlic  reason  why  I  shall  vote  for  tw 
amenament  offered  by  the  Senator  fromGew?** 
and  then  for  the  amendment  offered  by  the  Sens- 
tor  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Clay,]  as  thus  amendwi 
If  he  had  not  offered  it,  I  should  have  done  » 
myself.  It  is  precisely  in  accordance  with  my 
own  judgment.  m 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  think  the  better  P^^^^"^ 
be  to  lay  this  resolution  with  the  amendmenu 
on  the  table,  and  then  let  us  pass  a  resolutjon  re- 
questing the  pages  to  go  round  the  Senatotna*' 
ber  and  collect  contribu  tions.  Let  ever?  Senaw 
contribute  whatever  he  thinks  he  is  able  »  con- 
tribute towards  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  this  i^ 
trict.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  statement  maw 
by  the  distinguished  Senator  from  I>el»'^  j 
strictly  true,  that  there  is,  just  now,  a  , 
amount  of  suffering  in  this  city.  I  am  ^^^^ 
I  am  sure,  to  do  everythuig  in  ^7V?^^[^ur^ 
it«  relief.    I  shaU,  then ,  if  the  motioB  to  Ity 
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and  it  condemns  trery  kind  of  persecution  and 
intolcrence,  whether  ciril  or  ecclesiastical.  I 
trust  that  that  fell  spirit  leading  to  eternal  con- 
flicts between  the  power  to  inflict  and  the  power  to 
endure,  will  never  take  possession  of  the  Amer- 
can  heart,  nor  write  its  cruel  and  unchristian  de- 
crees in  tlie  Tblumes  of  American  l^islation. 

J  move  the  reference  of  tliis  petition  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  CASS,  it  was 

Oritredy  That  John  Gray  have  leave  to  withdrtw  bit  pe- 
titi<m  and  papen. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MASON,  it  was 

Ordendf  Tbat  Elizabeth  Monroe,  wbo  prayed  for  a  pen- 
■ion,  have  leave  to  withdraw  her  petition  and  papers  noro 
Ibe  files  of  the  Senate. 

COMMITTEE  REPORT. 

Mr.  BROWN,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Home;  which  waiS  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading.  The  report  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 

Mr.  DODGE  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  intrmluce  the  following  bills: 

A  bill  to  change  the  terms  of  the  district  court 
in  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  and  to  give  additional 
compensation  to  the  judffe  of  said  court. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Anson  Dart,  late  superin- 
tendent of  Indian  affairs  in  the  Territory  of  Ore- 
gon. 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  sale  of  the  Government 
land»«t  the  Stockbridge reservation,  Wisconsin, 
and  the  issuing  of  patents  for  the  lands  in  said 
reservation. 

Mr.  JAMEIS  gave  notice  of  his  intentiim  to  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  reduce  the  duties  on 
imports,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  STTUART  ntve  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  intrcSuce  a  bill  making^  a  grant  of 
land  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from 
Detroit  to  Lake  Superior. 

Mr.  QEYER  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  the  following  bills : 
'  A  bill  to  provide  for  the  payment  to  the  State 
of  Missouri  of  the  two  per  centum  of  the  net 
proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  therein, 
Heretofore  reserved  under  compact  with  said  State. 

A  bill  making  an  appropriation  to  continue  the 
improvement  of  the  Mississippi  river. 

A  bill  makinff  an  appropriation  to  improve  the 
navigation  of  the  Missouri  river. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  STUART,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  the  follow- 
ing bills;  which  were  read  twice  bv  their  titles, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce: 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  Uie  comple- 
tion of  the  piers  at  tne  narbor  of  Monroe,  in  the 
State  of  Michigan. 

A  bill  making  an  appropriation  to  complete  the 
harbor  at  St.  Joseph,  in  the  State  of  Michigan. 

A  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  Clinton 
river,  in  the  State  of  Michigan. 

A  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  harbor  at  Black  lake,  in  the  State 
of  Michigan. 

A  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  harbor  at  New  Buffalo,  in  the  Slate 
of  Michigan. 

A  bill  makine  an  appropriation  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  Grand 
river,  in  the  State  of  Michigan. 

A  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  South  Black 
river,  in  the  State  of  Michigan. 

A  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  the  Kalamagoo 
river,  in  the  State  of  Michigan. 

A  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  harbor  at  Marquette,  on  Lake  Superior, 
in  the  State  of  Michigan. 

A  bill  for  the  construction  of  a  harbor  at  the 
mouth  of  Ontonagon  river,  on  Lake  Superior,  in 
the  State  of  Michigan. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  have  a  bill  of  precisely  sim- 
ilar character,  which  was  omitted  in  giving  my 
notices.  As  the  committee  sit  to-morrow,  and  as 
I  wish  to  bring  the  whole  subject  before  them,  I 


ask  the  Senate  now  to  give  me  leave  to  introduee 
this  bill, although  I  have  not  given  previous  notice. 

By  unanimous  consent,  leave  was  granted  to 
introduce  a  bill  makinff  an  appropriation  for  the 
construction  of  a  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Muskegon  river;  and  it  was  read  twice  by  its 
title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  STUART.  My  honorable  colleague  yes- 
terday introduced  two  bills,  one  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  St.  Clair  flats,  and  one  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  straits  of  the  river  St.  Mary's, 
which  were  not  referred,  but  were  placed  on  the 
Calendar.  I  ask  that  they  may  be  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  PRESIDENT.  That  order  will  be  made 
as  a  matter  of  course. 

Mr.  MALLORY,  by  unanimous  consent,  pre- 
vious notice  not  having  been  g[iven,  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  intr(Muce  a  bill  to  provide  for 
the  construction  of  a  suitable  building  for  the 
United  States  court  at  Key  West,  in  the  State 
of  Florida;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  MALLORY  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  the  construction  of  suitable  buildings  for 
a  custom-house,  post  office,. and  United  States 
courts,  in  the  city  of  Appalachicola,  Florida; 
which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  MALLORY  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  biU  to  pro- 
vide for  the  completion  of  the  marine  hospital  at 
St.  Mark's,  Florida;  which  was  read  twice  by  its 
title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 
DEFENSES  AT  TORTUGAS. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  offer  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Rewhied,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  AAin  be  di- 
rected to  inquire  intotlM  expcdiencv  of  providlnf  prompUy 
for  continuing  the  con»tnictton  of  the  sea  fortifioatioiu  at 
the  Toitngas  and  Key  West. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  ask  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Florida  to  allow  me  to  move  an  amendment 
to  include  the  fortifications  in  the  vicinity  of  New 
York  city. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  cannot  consent  to  that, 
because  the  reasons  are  not  the  same  in  that  case 
which  would  induce  the  committee  to  act  in  this. 
I  can  satisfy  the  Senator  of  that  fact  at  any  time. 

Mr.  SEWARD.     Then  I  will  not  interfere 
with  the  Senator's  resolution. 
'  The  resolution  was  considered  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  aereed  to. 

On  motion,  ue  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

TuBSDAT,  February  5,  1856. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m  Prayer 
by  Rev.  Dr.  Doooett. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved . 
SERGEANT-AT-ARMS. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  business  first 
in  order  was  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 
submitted  yesterday  by  the  gentleman  firom  Ohio, 
[Mr.  Nichols.] 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  I  move  that  there  be  a  call  of 
the  House;  and  on  that  motion  I  demand  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.  The  question 
was  taken*,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative — 
yeas  81,  nays  119;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Metm.  Aiicen,  Allen,  Barclay.  BeU,  Ifendlev  S. 
Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Branch,  Broou,  Burnett,  Cad- 
walader,  John  P.  Campbell,  Carlile,  Carutben,  Caakie, 
CoXjCuilen,  Davidson,  Dowdell,  Dunn,  Elliott,  Etberidge, 
Eutti*,  Evans,  Florence,  Henry  M.  Fuller.  Thomaa  J.  I). 
Fuller,  Ooode,  Greenwood*  Auguatus  Hall.  Sampson  W. 
Harris.  Thomas  L.  Harris,  Harrison,  Haven,  Herbert,  Hick- 
man, HoflFtaian,  Houston,  J.  Clancy  Jones,  Kcitt,  Kelly, 
Kidwell.  Lake,  Letcher,  Lbidley.  Lumpkin,  Alexander  K. 
Marsbali.  Samael  S.  Marshall,  Maxwell.  McMollin,  Mo- 
Oaeen,  Millson,  Millward,  Moore,  Mott.  Nichols,  Mordecai 
Oliver,  Paine,  Phelps,  Quitman,  Ready,  Ricaud,  Raffln, 
Rust,  Sandidfe,  Savaie,  Scott,  Shorter,  William  Smith, 
Sneed,  Stewart,  Talbott,  Taiior,  Underwood,  Walker, 
Warner,  Watkins,  Wheeler,  Winslow,  Daniel  B.  Wright, 
and  John  V.  Wrifbt—8L 

NATS—Measrs.  AlbrigfaL  Allison,  Barbour,  Barksdale, 
Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  BiUinghurst,  Bing^ro,  Bishop, 
Bliss,  Boyce,  Bradshaw,  Brenton,  Broom,  Bnfllnffton, 
James  H.  Campbell,  Lewis  D.  CampbeU,  Chaflee,  Ezra 
Clark.  Clawson,  Clingman,  Williamson  E.  W.  Cobb,  Col- 
Ihi,  Comins,  Covode.  Crasin,  Crawford,  Cnmback,  Dam- 
rell,  Timothy  Davis,  Day.  Dean,  Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd,  Dor- 
fee.  Edie,  Etimundson,  English,  Faulkner,  Flagler,  ftMter, 
OMdiofi,  Oilborty  Gftofer,  Badsa,  HoUoway,  Thomas  R. 


Horton,  Howard,  6MV|e  W.lones,  Kelsey,  Kint,  Koak. 
Knight,  Knowlion,  Knox,  Kunkel,  Leiter,  MaceTSumSreJ 
^-— HI,  Matleson,  Killlan  Miller,  8mii  MiUct,  tiSSS 
,  Murray,  Nuiton^  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Penning! 
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Hage.  »«pp,  Beward,  Hherman,  Sunmons,  Samae)  A 
Sinitn,  William  R.  Smith,  Spinner,  Stantoo,  8tep6cu! 
Stranaban,  Tappan,  Thoringtoi>,  ThOTBton,  Todd,  TnilW 
Trippe,  Tyson,  VaU.  Valk.  Wade,  WaHiridr,  WiMrot 
Cadwalader  C.  Wasbbume,  Ellihu  B.  WaahbiVBe,  Im3 
Washburn,  Watson,  Welch,  Wells,  Whitney,  WiOiiBi. 
Wood,  WoodrufT,  Woodworth,  and  ZoDicoffer— luT^ 

Pending  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  CHAFFEE  stated  that  his  colleague, Mr. 
De  Witt,  had  paired  off  for  two  weeks  with 
Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  SENATE. 
A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  by  Asauav  Dicaufs,  £aq.,  their 
Secretary,  informing  the  Hoosethataquonuaof 
the  Seneue  had  assembled  and  were  ready  to  pro- 
ceed to  business;  and  that  the  Senate  had  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  join  the  committee  on  tie 
part  of  the  House,  to  wait  upon  the  Prei^entof 
the  United  States  and  inform  him  that  Coogreit 
was  ready  to  receive  any  communication  he  de- 
sired to  make;  also,  that  the  Senate  had  paateda 
resolution  for  the  appointment  of  Chaplaiiii  for 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  and  had  elected  t 
Chaplain  for  the  Senate. 

RULES  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  rise  to  what  I  soppoae 
to  be  a  privileged  question.  A  motion  to  cnooa 
some  rules  for  the  nnremment  of  the  Hooee 
would,  I  presume,  take  precedence  of  other  mo- 
tions. I  move,  if  it  be  in  order,  that  the  ruletof 
the  last  House  of  Representatives  be  adopted  for 
the  government  of  the  present,  until  oinenriit 
ordered. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  would  inqmie 
of  the  Chair  if  the  resolution  offered  by  the  gea- 
tleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Nichols,]  just  before  tbt 
adjournment  yesterday,  does  not  come  ap  &i  the 
unfinished  business  to-day  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  understands  that 
to  be  the  pending  question.  If  objection  be  made, 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carohoa 
cannot  now  be  entertained. 

Mr.  WHEELER.    I  object. 

ELECTION  OF  SERGE  ANT- AT-ARUS. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  is  upon  the 
following  resolution,  offercii  yesterday  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Nichols:] 

Rewhed,  That  Adam  J.  Oloashrenner  be  declared  Se^ 
Mnt-at-Arms  of  the  Uouae  of  BepreaenWtm  Ar  lie 
Thirty-Fourth  Congresa. 

Mr.  FLAGLER.  I  move  that  the  resolntioo 
lie  upon  tlie  table. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Tennessee.  I  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  that  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  96,  nays  1(M9;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Menars.  Albright,  AUiMHi,  Benry  Beno«0,Bea- 
aon,  Binaham,  Biihop,  Bradshaw,  Brenton,  BnMNn.Bate 
ton,Burlinganie,  James  H.  Campbell,  Lewis  D.  Cafflptell, 
Cariile,  Chaffee,  Esra  Clark,  Clawson,  ColAx,  Oma, 
CoTode,Cnigin»  Cnllen.  Ctunback,  Damrefl,  Beory  Winter 
Davis,  Timo^  Davis,  Dean.  Dicksoa,  Dodd,  Dortiee,  n«f- 
ler,  Galloway,  Gran^r,  UarlaQ,  i.  Mormon  Htrriit  am- 
rison,  Haven,  Hofiman.  Holloway,  Tbomu  R.  ^^"^^ 
Howard,  Kelsey,  King,  Knifht,  Knowlton,  Knox,Kanid, 
Lake,  Leiter,  Mntteson,  Killian  Miller,  Mill  ward,  MorfSB, 
Morrill,  Murray,  Norton,  Faine,  Parker,  Pchon,  ^■'"■f' 
ton.  Perry.  Pctlit,  Pike,  Porter,  Prinze,  Purviance,  Rm«» 
Ricaud,  Ritchie.  Rivers,  Bobbins,  Roberu,  RobiMO,  Hn>t 
Sngpf  Sapp,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Stantoo,  ^uanuM, 
Tappan,  Thorington,  Todd,  TcaAon,  Valk,  Wtwwr» 
Waldron,  Cadwalader  C.  Washbome,  EUibu  B.  Wul* 
bume,  Israel  Washburn,  Watson,  Welch,  Whitney,  Wood, 
Woodruff,  and  Woodworth--96.  _^ 

NAYS—MeMra.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barclay,  ButoP^r 
Bell,  Hendley  8.  Bennett.  Billinchurat,  BUso,  B«co», 
Bowie,  Boyce,  Branch,  Brooks,  Burnett.  Cadw»j»» 
John  P.  Campbell,  Caruthers,  Caskie,  Bayard  Clark,  CHaf- 
man,  WiUiamson  B.  W.  Cobb,  Cox,  Crawford,  BtJgJ 
Day,  Denver,  Diek,  DowdeU,  Dunn,  Edmundsoo,  Bboa, 
English,  Eiheiidie,  Eastts.  Evans,  Faulkner,  Flofca^ 
Foster,  Hemy  M.  FaUer,  Thomas  J.  D.  FuUer,  Ooode, 
Greenwood,  Grow,  AugUiitus  Hall,  Sampson  W.  H»rni» 
Thomas  L.  Harris,  Hea>ert,  Hickman,  Hoaston,  Jfw^y 
Geone  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Keitt,  Kelhr,  Ksiwtf, 
Letcher,  Undley,  Lumpkin,  Mare,  Alexander  K.Mai>Mfl> 
Humphrey  MarshaU,  Samnel  &  Marshall,  Maxwdj,  »^ 
Munm,  McOuccn,  SmiUi  Miller,  Millson,  Moore,  IjcWJ 
Andrew  Oliver,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Feck,  Phelps,  Pwm, 
Puryear,  Ouitman,  R«ady,  RuAn,  Rust,  Sandidfe,  ^nff, 
Beott,  Bewaid,  Shorter,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  WilUam  aa«J» 
Sneed,  Spinney  Stephens,  Stewart,  Swope.TOWtW^ 
lor, Thurston,  Trippe, Tyion,  Underwood, Vall^WsftJ' 
Warner,  Waikini^^ella,  Wheeler,  WiUlams,  Wtojjir, 
Daniel  B.  Wright,  Jolia  V.  Wright,  aad  ZotttM^'-^ 
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Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  preftr  my  retohilion, 
but  I  accept  the  modification  >  if  it  will  be  more 
^atisfiictory.     [Cries  of  "No!"    "Nol'T 

Mr.  CARLILE.  I  more  to  lay  the  reiolationt 
upon  the  table  for  the  present. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Aa  the  modiftcation  does 
not  appear  to  be  satiaiactory,  i  adhere  to  my 
oriffinai  resolution. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  is  to  lay  the 
resolution  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  CARLILE.  I  withdraw  my  motion  to 
layupon  tho  table. 

The  I^EAKER.  The  question  recurs,  "  Shall 
the  main  question  be  now  out?" 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  would  inquire 
if  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  accepted 
tite  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  trom 
Tennessee  ? 

Mr.  CUNGMAN.  I  did,  but  I  have  with- 
drawn my  acceptance. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  regard  the  substitute 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  as  very 
important.  If  the  proposition  offered  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina  prevails,  the  rules 
never  can  be  amended  short  of  a  two-third  vote. 
The  rules  are  defective,  and  the  amendment  of- 
fered by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  ought  to 
prevail,  so  that  a  committee  may  be  appointed 
with  power  to  propose  amendments  to  tne  rules, 
as  necessity  occurs  for  it.  I  hope,  if  the  amend- 
mant  is  not  accepted,  the  resolution  wiU  be  de- 
fiMted. 

The  main  question  waa  then  ordered  to  be  now 
put. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  the  passage. 

The  yeas  ana  nays  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  KDIE.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adioum. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  submit  to  the 
Chair  that  such  motion  is  not  in  order,  inaamucb 
aa  the  House  has  just  ordered  the  main  question 
to  be  now  put  upon  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 
The  House  has  determined  that  they  will  have 
^6  main  queation  now;  and  no  other  motion  is  in 
order. 

The  SPEAKER.     The  Chair  is  of  opinion 
that  the  motion  to  adjourn  is  in  order  at  this 
^    time. 

^  The  question  was  taken  upon  Mr.  Edie's  mo- 
tion; and  it  was  decide^l  in  the  negative. 

The  quej^tion  then  recurring  on  the  adoption 
of  the  motion  of  Mr.  Clinomam,  it  was  put  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  rules  of  the  last  Congress  were  adopted 
as  the  rulea  of  the  present  House  of  Represent- 
'    atives. 

Mr.  JONES.  The  rules  of  the  last  Conffresa 
havinff  been  adopted,  I  now  move,  under  them, 
that  the  vote  bv  which  they  were  adopted  be  re- 
oonaidered,  ana  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  do 
Ke  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to, 

COMPENSATION  TO  JOHN  W.  PORNEY. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  offer  the  fbllowing  rea- 
olation;  and  upon  it  demand  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

B— olixrf,  Tbst  there  be  paid  ont  of  tke  contingent  fyind 
of  the  Honse  iq  J<^n  W.  F«ney,  Ists  Cleck^  io  sdditioa  to 
the  v»\9xy  allowed  him  by  law,  eitht  doUan  per  diem,  (or 
the  additional  •ervice*  perfooned  bv  him  n-om  tbe  3d  day 
df  December,  18S5,  to  the  4th  day  orFebnuury,  1866. 

The  previous  question  was  then  seconded,  and 
the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now  put. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  object  to  that 
aMohition,  and  I  think  it  is  not  in  order  to  intro- 
ducd  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  understands  the 
Houaa  to  have  ordered  the  main  quaation  to  be 
puL 

The  question  waa  then  taken  on  the  reaohition, 
and  it  waa  agreed  to. 

ELECTION  OF  PRINTER. 

Mr.  BIIWJHAM.  I  offer  a  resolution,  which 
I  send  to  the  Clerk;  and  upon  it  I  demand  the 
previous  question. 

The  resolution  waa  reported,  as  follows: 

JReioIeed,  That  Oran  FoUett,  orColumbns,  Ohio,  be,  and 
be  is  hereby,  elected  to  be  Frinter  fbr  the  Iloiue  of  Repre- 
^Sntatives  of  the  Thirty-Foarth  Congren. 

Mr.  CARLILE.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  It 
is,  that  the  House  cannot  declare,  by  resolution, 
who  shall  be  its  printer. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    I  desire  to  inquire  of  tht. 


Ghaif  t  whether  the  resolution  is  in  order,  under 
the  rules  of  the  House,  at  this  time  ? 

Mr.  CARLILE.  The  question  I  raise  is,  that 
under  the  law  of  Congress  which  authorizes  this 
body  to  elect  a  printer,  this  House  cannot  declare 
one  elected  by  a  resolution.  In  support  of  ray 
point,  I  refer  to  the  eighth  section  or  the  act  of 
Congress  passed  August  26, 1853,  which  says: 

<<  .ind  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  ahali  be  elected  a 
public  printer  for  each  House  of  Congre««,  to  do  the  public 
printing  for  the  Congrcsa  for  which  he  or  they  may  be 
chosen." 

Now,  sir,  the  act,  using  the  word  "  elected," 
requires  not  a  declaration  of  printer  by  resolution 
— tor  I  hold  that  would  be  a  pcriect  evasion  of 
the  law — but  that  an  actual  vote  shall  be  taken, 
in  order  that  each  member  of  this  body  may  elect, 
by  vote,  for  himself. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  raised  by  the 
ffentleman  from  Virginia  is  a  question  for  the 
House  to  determine,  not  for  the  Chair. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Tennessee.  Is  it  in  order  to 
move  now  to  adjourn  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    That  motion  is  in  order. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Tennessee.  Then  I  move 
that  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

A  Member.  What  has  become  of  the  point 
of  order  raised  by  the  e^entleman  from  Virginia? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  has  decided  that 
the  point  of  order  raised  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  is  a  question  for  the  House  to  determine, 
and  not  for  the  Chair. 

Mr.  CARLILE.  Well,  sir,  how  am  I  to  pet 
the  question  before  the  House  ?  I  move  to  my 
the  resolution  on  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gendeman  from  Tennes- 
see [Mr.  Smith]  has  offered  a  precedent  motion, 
that  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  A.  K.  MARSHALL  and  others  demanded 
tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Flagler, 
and  Smith  of  Tennessee,  were  appointed. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  withdraw  the  motion  to  ad- 
journ. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  renew  the 
motion  to  adjourn. 

Tellers  were  asked  and  ordered;  and  Messrs. 
Flagler  and  Florence  were  appointed. 

The  House  was  divided;  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— aves  98,  noes  34. 

Mr.  WHEELER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
but  they  were  not  ordered. 

The  House  thereupon  (at  three  o'clock  and 
twenty-five  minutes)  adjourned  till  to-morrow  at 
twelve  o'clock,  m. 


IN  SENATE. 


Wedkeboat,  Fefrmory  6,  1856. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Henrt  C.  Dean. 

treasurer's  accounts. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  communication  from  the  Treasurer  of 
the  United  States,  inclosin?  a  statement  of  his 
accounts  for  the  third  and  fourth  quarters  of  the 
year  1854,  and  the  first  and  second  quarters  of 
the  year  1855,  as  adjusted  by  the  accounting  offi- 
cers of  the  Treasury  Department;  also,  a  copy  of 
hia  account  for  the  second  quarter  of  the  year 
1854,  which  did  not  accompany  tlie  accounts  for 
the  three  preceding  quarters,  in  consequence  of 
not  having  been  finally  acted  upon  at  tnat  time. 
The  communication  waa  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

RELIEF  OF  THE  POOR. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  Mr.  President,  I  desire  to 
ofifer,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate,  and  to 
ask  its  immediate  action  upon,  a  joint  resolution 
for  the  relief  of  the  Buffering  poor  of  Washington 
and  Gteorgetown.  I  yesterday  offered  a  resolu- 
tion, which  failed,  to  take  money  for  the  purpose 
contemplated  from  the  contingent  fund  of  the 
Senate;  to  obviate  the  objections  made  yesterday, 
I  offer  this  joint  resolution.  If  the  Senate  will 
pass  it,  possibly  it  may  be  passed  by  the  House 
of  Representatives  at  once,  and  the  relief  which 
I  am  anxious  to  obtain  may  be  afforded.  But, 
before  any  action  is  taken  on  the  resolution,  I 
desire  to  nave  read  to  the  Senate  a  letter  which  I 
have  received  from  a  distinguished  physician  of 
this  city.  For  that  purpose,  I  sena  the  letter  to 
th«  Che^t  And  a«k  that  it  ma,y  ba  read. 


The  Secretary  read  the  letter,  as  follows: 

Wabhihotoh,  D.  C,  Febnary  5, 1858. 
8ia ;  I  bad  tbe  fbrtane  to  be  in  Uie  Senate  thit  RMniv 
and  bear  your  reiaark^  on  tbe  aeceivity  of  makinf  u  S 
prc^riation  fbr  the  purchase  of  wood  for  tbe  po(w  of  W«b- 
mgton ;  and  while  I  regret  the  tenninatioo  of  the  a&ir  i 
beg  leave  to  pive  yon  some  brief  details  of  tbe  dire  nece*. 
aity  of  aome  kindred  measure  to  the  one  tbia  moraisf  n. 
iected.  .1  bold  the  podiiion  of  city  physiciaa  of  tbe  w«d 
in  whieh  I  reside,  and  must,  of  course,  bare  an  iotisate 
acquaintance  with  tbe  necessities  of  tbe  poor  1  am  duiv 
called  on  to  anend.  Tbe  degree  of  suflcriog  bB«  beea  is- 
tense.  Many,  previously  laboring  under  chronic  dismet, 
have  died  from  want,  while  acute  disease*  have  beengeoF 
ermted  in  others,  which  must  end  fatally  unless  aid  u  fv- 
nisbed,  and  that  speedily.  But  very  recently  I  have  seen  i 
starving  mother  pressing  to  ber  breast  a  stanring  cbild ;  aod, 
sad  to  say,  such  caaea  are  not  uncominon.  PriTate  cbao- 
Ues  are  exhausted;  the  alms-house  is  no  lonter  capable  of 
holding  another  inmate,  and  1  can  see  no  means  {mt  i 
miblic  donation)  to  prevent  a  most  fhfhthd  monalitjr. 
Praying  an  excuse  for  thus  trespassing  on  your  tioie,  I  aa, 
moat  respectfully,  yuur  obedient  servant, 

SAM'L  A.  STORR0W,M.D. 
Hun*  JoRH  M'  Clayton. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.    I  now  submit  my  resolutiofl. 
The  Secretary  read  it,  as  follows: 

Resoloed  by  the  Senate  and  Hoiue  of  Repreientetko  •/ 
the  Ufdted  States  of  AmeriMi  in  Congress  assewMsd^  Tb4 
tbe  Sergeant-at-Anna  of  the  Senate  and  Sergeant-at-AiM 
of  tbe  Bouse  of  Repreeeotatives  ascertain,  witboai  delajr, 
the  cases  within  the  cities  of  Washington  and  Geoq^eiowo 
in  which  there  is  individual  suffering  for  the  waat  of  fad 
during  the  present  extraordinary  and  loof-contioaed  bari 
weather ;  and  that  fVul  be  fbmisbed  for  the  relief  of  aub 
suffering  persons  in  small  and  suitable  quantitiai,  ao  as 
best  to  accomplish  the  humane  object  in  view;  aiidtbal 
fOT  the  accomplishment  of  this  purpose  tbe  sum  of  $1,500 
be,  and  tbe  sante  is  hereby,  appropriated  outof  aay  nooer 
in  tbe  Treasury  not  otbertviBe  appropriated. 

The  joint  resolution  was  read  a  first  time,  aod 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  will  not  interpose  any  ob- 
jection to  action  on  this  resolotion  met  tbe  ordi- 
nary morning  business  ahall  have  been  gone 
through  with;  but  I  must  interpose  objeotioo  to 
its  consideration  until  then. 

The  PRESIDENT.     The  resolution  csiuiot 
now  be  considered,  objection  being  made. 
PETITIONS,  ETC.  , 

Mr.  PEARCE  presented  the  memorial  of  Har- 
riet L.  B.  Ruth,  praying  to  be  allowed  the  com- 
pensation due  to  her  son,  the  late  Joseph 8.  Ruih, 
for  preparing  the  magnetic  and  meteorolo^cal 
observations  made  at  the  observatory  of  Girard 
College,  under  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  th« 
4th  of  February ,  1845,  and  the  order  of  the  &natc 
of  the  12th  of  February,  1845;  which  waa  reft  rred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Library. 

Also,  additional  papers  in  relation  to  tbe  daim 
of  the  heirs  of  Uriah  Forrest,  for  half-pay,  under 
resolves  of  Congress  of  10th  of  April  and  21it 
of  October,  1780;  which,  with  their  mcnoriil  on 
the  files  of  the  Senate,  were  referred  to  the  Co«- 
mittee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Ml*  TRUMBULL  presented  the  memorial  of 
Anna  Rice,  heir  and  legal  representative  of  John 
Jones,  deceased,  a  captain  in  the  revolutioDarv 
army,  praying  to  be  allowed  seven  yean'  half- 
pay  due  to  him;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  PRATT  presented  the  petition  of  Mary 
B.  Dusenbery,  widow  of  Major  Samuel  B.  Do- 
senbery,  late  of  the  Army,  who  died  wl^ile  m 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  praying 
to  be  allowed  a  pension;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Margaret  P.  Smith,  widoir 
of  Assistant  Surgeon  Samuel  B.  Smith,  who  died 
while  in  the  military  aervice  of  tbe  Uxi ted  Stale*, 
pray  in?  to  be  allowed  a  pension;  which  wM 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  the  heirs  and  representa- 
tives of  officers  of  the  Maryland  line  in  tbe  annf 
of  the  Revolution,  praying  to  be  allowed  ^^^jji* 
pay  due  under  the  resolve  of  October  21, 1  Tw* 
after  deducting  the  commutation  pay  already 
received;  which  was  referred  to  the  Comnut** 
on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  BROWN  presented  additional  W^.^ 
latiog  to  the  claim  of  William  B.  Trotter  foraddi- 
tioniu  coinpensation  for  subsisting  and  emigrating 
Choctaw  Indians;  which,  with  his  petition  on  tli« 
files  of  the  Senate,  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Indian  Affairs. 

METEOROLOGICAL  OBSERVATI0K8. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  have  been  requested  to  pre- 
sent to  the  Senate  the  memorial  of  the  A^cuUum 
Society  of  Montgomery  county,  MaryUnd»  in 
which  thay  aak  that  the  Camnuttae  on  Agam- 
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Mr.  PRATT.  With  all  due  deference  to  the 
opinion  of  the  Senator  from  Michigan,  [Mr.  Stu- 
art,] I  think  that  would  be  the  oetter  course. 
What  is  tlie  necessity  for  referring  to  a  committee 
bills  which  have  been  already  acted  upon  by  a 
committee,  and  which  have  already  been  passed 
by  the  Senate  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote  ?  It 
is  merely  incumocring  the  committee  with  super- 
fluous labor,  and  it  is  delaying  the  action  of  the 
Senate  on  these  bills.  They  were  all  passed.  I 
do  not  desire  that  the  bill  which  I  have  introduced 
shall  have  a  different  fate  from  others;  but  I  think 
the  proper  course  in  regard  to  all  bills  of  this  nature , 
which  were  passed  by  the  Senate  and  reported 
upon  by  committees  at  the  last  session,  is  to  let 
ikem  at  once  so  upon  the  Calendar.  When  they 
ore  reached,  tney  can  be  acted  on.  I  can  see  no 
necessity  of  their  being  referred. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  suppose  that  this  bill,  like 
all  the  others,  must  be  referred  under  the  rule,  if 
it  is  insisted  upon.  I  would  inquire  of  the  Chair 
whether  tliat  is  the  fact? 

Tlie  PRESIDENT.  The  Senate  may  direct 
the  reference. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  think  that,  without  a  vote 
of  the  Senate  prescribing  a  different  direction  of 
a  bill  introduced,  it  must  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Not  as  a  matter  of  course. 
The  disposition  of  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  Sen- 
cte. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  do  not  desire  to  enter  into 
any  discussion  on  this  subject;  but  I  cannot 
forget  the  fate  of  the  measures  of  last  year/ 
After  one  or  two  measures  of  this  character  had 
been  passed  by  the  Senate,  (and  I  think  the 
rery  till  introauced  to-day  by  my  honorable 
friend  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Pratt]  was  one  of 
them,)  the  Senate  recommitted  every  other  bill, 
standing  upon  the  same  footing  precisely,  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  and  instructed  that 
committee  to  bring  in  a  general  bill  to  embody  the 
whole.  Now,  sir,  bills  which  are  thus  placed  on 
the  Calendar  at  once,  as  every  Senator  knows, 
take  precedence.  They  come  up,  as  they  did  last 
year,  first  in  theii*  oraer,  and  they  are  passed 
without  objection;  but  when  our  bills  come  up, 
the  Senate  will  raise  a  cry,  and  they  will  be  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  with 
instructions  to  put  them  in  a  shape  in  which  it 
is  known  they  cannot  become  a  law !  I  do  not 
propose  to  be  caught  in  that  difficulty  again;  I 
therefore  make  the  motion — and  I  do  not  under- 
stand that  the  Senator  from  Missouri  [Mt.Gkter] 
objects  to  it — that  these  bills  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce, which  has  charge  of  all 
the  bills  of  last  year,  except  the  two  or  three 
which  have  been  otherwise  treated. 

Mr.  GEYER.  1  did  not  intend  that  a  direction 
should  be  given  to  these  bills  different  from  that 
which  has  been  given  to  others.  If  other  bills 
have  gone  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  I  have 
no  objection  that  these  bills  shall  be  so  referred 
also;  but  the  honorable  Senator  is  mistaken  in 
supposing  that  these  bills  were  referred  to  that 
committee  at  the  last  session.  Both  bills  which 
I  have  had  tlie  honor  to  introduce  passed  the 
Senate  then  without  any  reference.    They  were 

{>laced  on  the  Calendar.  They  were  among  the 
ast  that  were  reached,  and  they  were  passed 
without  an  objection.  I  do  not,  however,  object 
to  the  reference. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  do  not  recollect,  as  the  Sen- 
ator from  Michigan  does,  the  action  of  last  year. 
According  to  my  remembrance,  at  the  session 
before  last,  or  in  the  early  part  of  last  session,  a 
general  bill  was  before  us  by  which  various  ap- 
propriations were  made,  and  the  President  vetoed 
It;  and  after  that  veto  came  in,  Senators  having 
charge  of  such  bills  as  they  believed  the  Pres- 
ident could  constitutionally  sign  introduced  them 
separately,  and  they  were  passed  separately. 
The  bill  which  I  have  introduced  to-day  was 
brought  in  separately  at  that  time,  afler  the  Pres- 
ident had  sent  in  his  veto  message,  as  it  was  be- 
lieved that  it  did  not  come  wimin  the  scope  of 
that  message,  and  it  was  passed  by  the  Senate, 
as  was  the  bill  introduced  the  other  day  by  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Michigan,  [Mr.  Cais.] 

Mr.  CASS.  The  bill  which  I  introduced  was 
passed  by  both  Houses. 

Mr.  PRATT.  But  so  far  as  our  action  now 
is  concerned,  there  can  be  no  distinction  drawn 
between  a  bill  which  has  been  poMed  by  both 


Houses  and  one  which  has  been  passed  by  only 
one  House.  The  only  reason  why  a  bill  which 
has  been  passed  should  not  a^ain  be  referred  is, 
that  the  body  has  acted  upon  it.  If  the  Senate 
has  acted  on  a  bill,  it  is  perfectly  immaterial,  in 
regard  to  the  question  of  reference,  whether  it  has 
been  considered  at  all  by  the  other  House.  The 
reason  why  the  Senate  should  dispense  with  the 
reference  is,  that  this  body  has  already  passed  on 
it.  I  know  that  my  bill  will  go  to  the  House  after 
it  has  passed  here,  and  they  may  properly  refer 
it,  because  it  has  not  been  acted  on  there. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  can  assure  the  honorable 
Senator  that  I  am  correct.  The  teachings  of  that 
day  made  much  too  strong  an  impression  on  my 
mind  to  be  forgotten.  I  had  prepared  a  bill  for 
the  improvement  of  the  harbors  upon  the  lakes, 
which  proposed  to  appropriate  an  amount  of 
money  in  ffross  for  each  lake,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  ac- 
cording to  his  discretion.  That  bill  underwent 
discussion  here,  was  objected  to,  and  was  rejected 
by  the  Senate  on  the  ground  that  they  would  not 
confer  that  discretion.  Several  Senators  then  in- 
troduced propositions  for  specific  appropriations 
upon  those  lakes;  and  the  result  of^  the  proceed- 
inf  was,  that  the  Senate  recommitted  the  whole 
subject  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  with  in- 
struction to  bring  in  a  general  bill  making  specific 
appropriations  for  each  object. 

I  am  not  in  error  about  the  history  of  that  trans- 
action. The  consequence  was,  that  the  single 
bills,  which  had  stood  upon  the  Calendar  and  had 
preference,  were  passed  by  the  Senate,  while  the 
^reat  subject  in  which  we  of  the  northwest  were 
interested,  was  put  in  a  shape  in  which  it  was 
compelled  to  sleep.  Now,  sir,  we  may  meet  that 
fate  again.  If  these  bills  are  permitted  to  go  on 
the  Calendar,  taking  precedence,  being  passed 
without  objection  by  us,  when  the  subject  of  the 
northwestern  lakes  comes  up,  we  may  meet  with 
the  same  fate,  and  have  all  our  single  bills,  as 
they  stand  here,  recommitted  with  the  same  in- 
structions that  were  given  to  the  committee  last 
year. 

Then,  sir,  there  is  an  objection  to  giving  to  cer- 
tain sections  of  the  country,  and  to  certain  objects, 
a  priority  which  they  are  not  entitled  to.  As 
I  said,  I  think  the  Senator  from  Missouri  is 
entirely  ri^ht  in  yielding  to  my  request;  but  the 
Senator  misapprehended  me  in  supposing  that  I 
said  his  bill  or  bills  for  similar  purposes  had  been 
recommitted  last  year.  I  did  not  intend  to  say 
that,  and  I  do  not  think  that  I  did  say  it.  I 
merely  said,  that  tlie  subject  of  northwestern  lake 
appropriations  had  taken  that  direction.  I  hope 
now  tnat  the  Senate  will  commit  all  these  subjects 
to  the  committee,  and  let  them  come  regularly 
before  the  Senate. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  on  the 
motion  of  the  Senator  from  Michigan,  to  refer 
the  bills  introduced  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ORIGINATION  OF  APPROPRIATION  BILLS. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  The  day  before  yesterday 
there  was  a  resolution  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  which  was  laid  over  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  Senator  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Sew- 
ard;] I  hope  it  will  be  taken  up,  and  acted  upon. 
It  is  important  that  the  Committee  on  Finance 
should  know  whether  the  Senate  mean  that  they 
should  prepare  the  general  appropriation  bills  or 
not.  We  oueht  to  know  it  at  once.  I  hope  the 
Senate  will  tcike  it  up,  and  decide  the  question. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  shall  desire  to  express  my 
views  on  that  subject  when  the  resolution  comes 
up  to  be  acted  upon.  I  did  not  expect  that  it 
would  come  up  to-day.  There  is  a  special  order 
for  to-day  at  one  o'clock.  I  shall  enaeavor  to  be 
better  prepared  to-morrow.' 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  would  be  glad  if  the  Sen- 
ator from  New  York  will  indicate  when  he  will  be 
ready.    It  is  delayingthe  business  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SEWARD.   To-morrow. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Senator  from 
Virginia  submit  a  motion  ? 

Mr.  HUNTER.  There  is  a  special  order  for 
to-morrow  at  one  o'clock,  and  I  move,  therefore, 
that  this  resolution  be  made  the  special  order  for 
half-past  twelve  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Mr.  SEWARD.    Very  well. 

The  PRESIDENT.    The  first  qaeation  is  on 


taking^  up  the  resol«tion.    The  Chair  heart  do 
objection.  The  question  now  is  on  the  postpone- 
ment. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

NOTIFICATION  OP  ORGANIZATION. 
Mr.  TOUCEY.  Mr.  President,  the  joint  com- 
mittee appointed  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States  and  inform  him  of  the  organization 
of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  have  performed 
that  duty,  and  received  for  answer  that  at  preseDt 
he  had  no  further  communication -to  make. 

RELIEF  OF  THE  SUFFERING  POOR. 

The  joint  resolution,  (S.  No.  2,)  introduced 
this  morning  by  Mr.  Clattok,  «*  for  the  relief 
of  the  suflTering  poor  of  the  cities  of  Waihioj^ 
and  Georgetown,"  was  read  the  second  Uroe; 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Clayton,  the  Senate 
proceeded,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to 
consider  it. 

Mr.  RUSK.  I  would  suggest  to  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Delaware,  that  this  resolution  im- 
poses a  very  onerous  duty  on  the  Senreaol-tt- 
Arms  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives; such  a  one  as  they  are  not  perhapsas 
well  quaUfied  to  discharge  as  the  Mayors  of  these 
cities  would  be.  They  would  have  to  get  the  in- 
formation in  regard  to  the  poor,  which  would  be 
very  onerous  indeed.  Whatever  relief  is  given 
should  be  given  promptly.  The  inforoiation,  I 
presume,  is  alrcaay  in  the  Mayor's  office.  At  all 
events,  he  has  better  means  than  these  two  officen 
who  are  constantly  engaged  here,  of  making  a 
proper  distribution  of  this  money.  Itsirikesme 
that,  if  tlie  appropriation  should  be  nuide,itshoQld 
be  placed  at  the  disposition  of  the  Mayors  of  the 
cities  of  Washington  and  Georgetown. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  have  not  the  slightest 
objection  that  * '  the  Mayors ' '  should  be  subvutoted 
for  these  two  officers.  I  understood  that  they 
were  willing  to  attempt  to  discharge  this  doty, 
and  that  they  supposed  themselves  capable  of 
doing  it;  but,  as  my  friend  has  suggested  the 
Mayors  of  these  cities  as  proper  persons,  I  accede 
to  his  proposition.  I  hope  the  resolution  will  be 
amended  in  that  manner. 

Mr.  RUSK.  I  do  not  offer  any  amendment  to 
the  resolution;  I  only  make  the  suggestion  to  the 
mover. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  am  nerfecUy  content  that 
it  shall  be  so  amended.  '  I  therefore  make  a  mo- 
tion to  that  effect. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  I  hope  that  this  resolution  will 
not  pass.  It  is  a  very  u ngracious  thing  to  oppose 
so  small  a  matter  in  the  Senate;  but,  belieTin^that 
it  is  utterly  opposed  to  principle,  and  bad  in  lU 
tendency,  I  will,  very  briefly,  give  aiy  reasom 
for  my  opposition  to  it. 

It  is  a  very  bad  business,  I  think,  for  this  Got- 
emmeni  to  take  charge  of  the  administration  of 
public  charity ;  and  there  is  no  reason  for  it  m  tbu 
case.  The  city  of  Washington  is  very  amply 
sufficient,  I  presume,  to  take  care  of  its  own  poor, 
with  the  aid  of  private  charity,  which,  1  h?P?' 
will  be  adec[uate  to  all  ordinary  cases.  If '.'  '* 
not  true,  it  is  a  scandal  and  disgrace  to  the  cit?. 
There  is  a  great  deal  of  property  here  which  nnffoi 
properly  be  taxed  by  the  local  govemmenuor 
the  purpose.  The  general  rule  for  the  admin»* 
tration  of  aid  to  the  poor  has  been,  thaterery  <us- 
trict,  township,  and  city,  should  take  care  otm 
own  poor.  That  is  a  rule  which  is  as  old  as  iw 
common  law,  and  I  know  of  no  burdens  on  m 
city  which  make  it  incapable  of  giving  suffiowt 
id  to  its  own  poor.  Any  financial  en**'*^ 
lent,  growing  out  of  the  present  severe  we«ui«» 


is  probably  less  felt  here  than  in  any  oib^^l 
in  the  Union.  It  is  fed  by  a  stream  runmngfw" 
the  public  Treasury,  which  runs  in  cold  w«u^ 
as  well  as  in  warri.  The  ability  of  the  peo|^ 
here  to  take  care  of  their  own  poor  is,  ^9°  ^^ 
circumstance,  just  as  good  in  winter  a»iD9^^ 
mer.  It  is  wrong  in  principle  for  ^"^^j-iir 
administrators  of  public  charity,  more  espw  / 
when  this  city  is  perfccUy  adequate  to  do  f^  V 
itoelf.  It  is  violating  a  principle  as  oW  w  ^ 
common  law.  The  other  people  of  "^  K^^^p^j 
States  take  care  of  their  poor.  New  '^^j^j^„, 
Bos  ton 'make  provision  for  theirs;  ^^^^Tir-jii. 
and  Nashvine  for  theirs;  and  the  people  «[  V '^ 
ington  should  take  care  of  theirs;  and  "Jr^jiy,  ' 
porate  action,  with  the  aid  of  private  c  ;^ 
ought  lo  bo  sufficient.    The  Govertiofini  ous 


Sd4 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


coming  here  ?  They  did  not  come  upon'  the  in- 
Titation  of  Congress  to  perform  public  service, 
but  they  came  to  receive  the  rewards  for  their 
labor;  and  it  appears  to  me  to  be  utterly  absurd 
to  say  that  they  came  here  on  the  invitation  of 
Concress.  They  came,  I  presume,  because  they 
could  find  better  rewards  for  their  labor  here 
than  elsewhere. 

The  Senator  from  Mississippi  says  he  can  vote 
for  this  resolution  with  as  much  propriety  as  he 
could  vote  for  an  appropriation  for  bringing  water 
into  the  city.  I  did  not  vote  for  that  proposition ; 
yet  I  can  see  a  great  difference  between  the  two. 
Water  is  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  pub- 
lic buildings;  it  is  neeessary  for  the  health  and 
comfort  of  the  public  officers  here;  and  it  was 
upon  these  grounds  that  many  Senators  voted 
for  the  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  water 
works. 

I  concur  fully  in  what  was  said  by  the  Senator 
from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Toombs.]  I  look  on  this 
me<i8ure  as  one  bad  in  principle,  and  vicious  in 
practice.  I  have  heard  no  Senator  avouch  any 
constitutional  authority  for  it.  They  all  shirk 
that  question;  but  they  cite  us  to  precedents,  and 
at  the  same  time  that  they  cite  those  precedents 
they  concede  that  they  were  bad.  I  think  they 
furnish  a  strong  argument  against  this  resolution. 
They  show  us,  by  the  tenor  of  their  argument, 
that  it  will  in  fViture  be  quoted  for  similar  acts  on 
the  pcu-t  of  this  Government;  and  what  will  be 
the  effect  of  it  ?  It  will  not  only  exert  a  very  per- 
nicious influence  on  the  legislation  of  Congress, 
but,  also,  in  my  opinion,  on  the  charity  of  the 
people  of  Wasnington.  It  will  induce  similar 
acts  by  successive  Congresses  through  all  time; 
k  will  be  tendering  a  bounty  to  paupers;  it 
will  be  converting  the  city  of  Washmgton  into 
an  asylum  of  charity;  and  it  will  hard&n  the 
hearts,  and  tie  up  the  purse-strings  of  the  capital- 
ists of  this  city.  So  far  from  re^ardingthis  city 
as  the  especial  object  of  the  charity  of  Congress, 
I  think  it  has  smaller  claims  on  our  charity  than 
any  other  city  in  the  country;  because,  as  has 
been  well  remarked,  we  have  exempted  them 
from  heavy  taxation  to  which  other  cities  are 
subjected;  we  have  provided  them  with  light  on 
all  their  avenues;  we  have  paved  their  streets; 
and  we  now  propose  to  Airnish  them  with  water; 
and  because  we  nave  done  this,  because  we  have 
disbursed  the  public  treasure  bounti(\]liy  among 
them,  we  must,  forsooth,  go  further,  and  provide 
for  all  their  poor !  Sir,  f  sympathize  with  the 
feeling  that  animates  the  Senator  fVom  Delaware 
in  offering  this  resolution,  and  1  am  as  willing  to 
contribute  out  of  my  own  purse  as  liberally,  in 
proportion  to  my  means,  as  any  other  Senator, 
to  relieve  the  necessities  of  the  poor;  but  I  do  not 
ieel  that  I  have  any  constitutionsil  right  to  disburse 
the  public  treasure  in  charities;  and  hence  I  shall 
Tote  against  this  resolution. 

The  yeas  and  navs  were  taken  on  ordering  the 
joint  resolution  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing, with  the  following  result — yeas  38,  nays  21; 
as  follows: 

YEAS  —  Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  Bell  of  Tennessee,  Ben- 
jamin. Bigler,  Bright,  Brown,  Clayton,  Collniner,  Critten- 
den, Dodge,  Fesfionden,  FistkFoot,  Foiiter,Geyer,  Harlan, 
James.  Jones  of  Tennessee,  renrce,  Rusk.  ScwanL  Sum- 
ner, Thompson  of  Kentucky,  TnimbuU,  Wade,  Wilson, 
and  Wright— 28. 

NAYS  —  Messrs.  Bigga,  Batler,  Cass,  Cli^,  Evans,  Pitz- 
natrick,  Hamlin,  Hunter,  Ivcrson,  Jones  of  Iowa,  Mnliory, 
MaM)n,  Pratt,  Pugh,  Sebastian,  Slidell,  Stuart,  Thomson 
of  New  Jersey,  Toombs,  Toucey,  and  Vulee—al. 

So  the  joint  resolution  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading.    It  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

CHIEF  JUSTICE  RUTLEDGE. 
Mr.  BUTLER.  Mr.  President,  I  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  presenting  a  resolution  which  I  wish 
to  preftiee  by  a  few  remarks.  The  ihct  has  been 
brought  to  my  attention  by  two  of  the  jud^  of 
the  Supreme  Court  that,  whil4  there  are  m  the 
court-room  marble  busts  of  Chief  Justice  Jay,  of 
Chief  Justice  Ellsworth,  and  of  Chief  Justice 
Marshall,  there  is  nose  there  for  Chief  Justice 
Rutledge,  of  South  Carolina.  Why  a  bust  of 
Chief  Justice  Rutledge  has  not  been  placed  in  the 
court-room  I  cannot  say.  It  may  have  been  on 
account  of  indifference  on  the  part  of  his  country- 
men. At  any  rate,  the  fact  that  it  has  not  been 
placed  there  has  been  brought  to  my  attention 
under  circumstances  which  impose  it  on  me,  as  a 
duty  to  his  historical  reputation,  to  ask  that  the 
Senate  will  n^ak^  an  appropriation  to  procuse  widi 
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a  bust— a  bust  that  will  be  but  an  ostensible  rec- 
ognition of  the  verdict  of  history;  or,  I  would 
rattier  say,  what  the  verdict  of  history  should 
have  awarded  without  any  direct  appeal  to  her 
justice. 

Chief  Justice  Rutledge  waa  no  ordinary  man. 
Perhaps  there  were  few  men  in  this  country. 
North  or  South,  East  or  West,  who  acted  so 
distinguished  a  part  in  the  Revolution  as  John 
Rutledge.  Sir,  ne  who  had  the  concurrent  tesli* 
mony  of  General  Washington,  Patrick  Henry, 
and  the  well-tried  judgment  of  General  Greene — 
he  who  made  an  impression  on  the  history  of  his 
country "^is  entitled  to  some  of  its  honors.  After 
his  appointment  to  the  bench,  he  presided  and 
gave  three  or  fourjudgments;  but,  before  he  was 
confirmed  by  the  ^ntue,  God,  in  his  providence, 
in  some  measure  deprived  him  of  the  power  of 
sitting  on  the  bench;  but  that  was  not  the  reason 
why  his  nomination  was  rejected  by  the  Senate. 
It  was  rejected  on  the  ground  that  he  resisted  and 
opposed  Jay  *s  treaty.  At  the  time  when  the  Fed- 
eralists were  in  power,  he  was  denied  what,  under 
other  circumstances,  would  have  been  awarded 
to  him  as  a  matter  of  historical  judgment.  He 
was  denied,  under  party  influence,  that  which,  in 
my  opinion,  justice  demands  as  due  to  a  proud 
speecn  and  an  unsoliciting  ambition.  He  trod 
the  path  of  duty  without  looking  to  the  right  or 
the  left;  he  acted  the  part  of  an  original;  and, 
throughout  his  whole  life,  disdained  to  perform 
the  part  of  subservient  subordination.  He  was 
one  of  those  who  made  a  record,  and  not  one  of 
those  who  looked  to  the  record  made  by  others; 
he  was  **no  man's  man." 

I  ask  my  friend  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Pbakce,] 
who  is  at  the  head  of  the  Committee  on  the  Li- 
brary, to  read  the  life  of  Chief  Justice  Rutledge 
.  in  the  **  Lives  of  the  Chief  Justices.  '*  I  will  not 
say,  that  in  comparison  with  others  it  is  of  supe- 
rior brightness,  but  I  defy  any  one  to  find,  in  the 
history  of  this  country,  a  name  deserving  more 
to  be  commemorated  than  that  of  that  illustrious 
patriot  and  statesman.  Sir,  he  did  not  play  his 
part  at  a  time  when  rhetoric  was  to  make  ita  ex- 
hibition to  the  public.  He  acted  a  part  at  a  time 
when  his  life  and  fortune  were  pledg^  of  the 
sincerity  of  his  piupoaes.  At  the  very  time  when 
the  British  cannon  were  pointed  upon  the  city  of 
Charleston,  and  when  his  own  house  might  have 
been  consumed  in  flames,  and  when  he,  under 
the  proscription  of  the  British  Government,  might 
have  been  committed  to  the  gallows,  Lee, who  was 
sent  down  to  take  command  of  Fort  Moultrie  and 
the  southern  forces,  applied  to  him  for  an  order 
to  abandon  the  fort;  these  were  his  words:  **Gk;n- 
eral  Lee  has  asked  me  to  sign  an  order  that  you 
surrender  that  fort;  I  woiud  sooner  cut  off  my 
right  hand  than  sign  one."  You  know  the  re- 
sult, sir;  the  fort  was  maintained;  and  allow  me 
to  say,  on  this  occasion,  k  was  maintained  by  the 
troops  of  South  Carolina,  mingled-^it  is  my  pleas- 
ure to  say  it — with  one  regiment  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, commanded  by  a  remarkable  man— « 
preacher  of  the  Luthemn  persuasion — who, when 
he  preached  his  farewell  sermon  at  Woodstock, 
threw  off  the  vestments  of  the  priest  and  dis* 
closed  the  uniform  of  a  colonel. 

Mr.  President,  I  ask  that  Chief  Justice  Rut- 
ledge's  bust  may  be  placed  wliere  the  busts  of 
the  other  three  Chiet  Justices  are;  and  I  think 
that,  when  my  friend  from  Maryland,  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  the  Library,  shall  have 
read  the  history  of  his  lil^,  his  classic  taste  and 
his  just  appreciation  of  historical  justice  will 
induce  him  to  award  it  without  hesitation.  I 
offer  the  following  resolution,  and  ask  for  ita 
immediate  consideration: 

Retohedy  That  the  Committee  on  the  Library  be  instmet- 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  pro]moty  of  procaring  a  bust  in  martrta 
of  the  late  Chief  Ju5tice  John  Rutledge,  to  be  executed  by 
an  American  artist  of  merit  and  reputation,  and  to  be  placed 
in  the  room  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  in 
a  position  corresponding  with  those  of  the  busts  Of  Chief 
Jiisticef  Jay,  EllswoitU,  and  Marshall,  which  were  provided 
for  and  placed  there  in  obedience  to  law. 

The  Senate,  by  unanimous  consent,  proceeded 
to  consider  the  resolution. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Mr.  President,  if  I  understand 
the  matter  rightly,  this  gentleman  was  nominated 
as  Chief  Justice,  but  was  not  confirmed  by  the 
Senate.  I  have  no  objection  to  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution,  if  it  be  so  amended  as  to  include 
other  persons  who  have  been  nominated  for  tk« 
same  otRc^.    Judge  Cushing,  of  MASMchusettp, 


was  nominated,  if  I  recollect  aright,  and,  if  wean 
to  pass  a  resolution  of  this  kind,  I  see  no  i«aaoa 
why  he  should  not  be  included  in  it.  I  am  vil]. 
ing  to  see  all  the  Chief  Justices  who«ha?e  ever 
been  appointed  to  that  office  included  in  the  rei. 
olution ;  but  i  see  no  reason  why  we' should  select 
this  one,  and  le«v«  out  another  geotleman  who 
was  appointed  to  the  same  office. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  desire  to  ask  the  honorable 
Senator  if  he  reooUects  whether  Judge  Cushing 
was  ever  nominated  as  Chief  Justice.  iFkjU 
must  have  been  very  many  years  ago,  for  I  my- 
self saw  him  act  as  a  Judge  in  me  Supreme 
Court;  but  I  think  he  never  sat  as  Chief  Justice; 
I  think  he  never  received  either  a  temporary  or 
permanent  appointment  to  that  office,  ft  is  newi 
to  me,  that  he  was  ever  nominated  as  Chief  Jot* 
tioe. 

Mr.  WILSON.    I  am  confident  of  it. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  desire  to  inquire  who  soocteded 
Judge  Jav  ? 

Several  Senators.    Judge  Ellsworth. 

Mr.  CASS.  Judge  Marshall  came  in,  whea 
Mr.  Adams  went  out  of  office,  in  1801.  Mr.  Jay 
was  the  first  Chief  Justice,  and  I  do  not  know 
whether  he  was  succeeded  by  Judge  Rutled§e  or 
Judge  Ellsworth.  Judge  Ellsworth,  however, 
remained  on  the  bench  only  two  or  three  yean. 
I  think  those  were  the  three  who  preceded  Jud^ 
Marshall.  I  do  not  recollect  any  others.  Un 
news  to  me,  that  Jud^  Cushing  was  ever  Dom- 
inated  as  Chief  JusUce  of  the  Supreme  Coart 
It  certainly  could  not  have  been  whea  Judge 
Marshall  came  in. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  Mr.  P^resident,  I  am  isdebted 
fbr  a  good  deal  of  my  information  on  thiaaubje^ 
to  the  book  to  which  I  have  already  atioded,and 
which  comes  from  a  highly  distineoished  author 
residing  in  New  York.  I  must  acknowledfie  that 
the  first  public  tribute  to  this  distin|;iiiaheid  pe^ 
sonage  of  South  Carolina  comes  from  an  author 
living  in  the  northern  portion  of  thisConfedeiujr. 
I  think  that  the  Senator  fVom  Massaehuseui  is 
mistaken  in  supposing  that  Mr.  Justice  Coihior 
ever  took  his  seat  as  Chief  Justice  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  did  not  say  he  had  taken 
his  seat.  I  said  he  had  been  nominated  to  that 
office.  ■  ^ . . 

Mr.  BUTLER.  But  I  have  stated  that  Chief 
Justice  Rutledp^e  did  take  his  seat  on  the  ben^ 
and  delivered  iudjB:ments  tn  cohri  tjkti  ai  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Uniteti  States. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  Permit  roe  to  say  »  my 
friend  fVom  South  Carolina,  that  accoFdiug  to 
Rickey's  ConstituUon,  WiUiam  Caahin^,  of 
Massachusetts,  was  nominated  for  Chief  Juftwa 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  his  nominatton  wai 
confirmed  on  the  21st  of  Januanr,  17^  " 
place  of  John  Jay,  resigned."  He,  howewf, 
de*clined  the  appointment.  He  was  tt  that  tuna 
an  associate  justice  of  the  court. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  thought  it  was  a  mwe  noni- 
nation;butwhatIhaveineisteduponif,thattw« 
Justice  Rutledge  was  Chief  JusUce,inv«itedwia 
all  the  power, ^authority,  and  dignity  pert*"""* 
to  that  high  station.  He  gave  judgments  up«« 
the  bench,  and  his  nomination  was  ^)^^^ 
the  Senate  at  that  time,  according  to  w«5?  PJ 
to  whom  I  have  aUuded,  mostly  upon  poW»» 
grounds,  though  God  had  afflicted  him  o^ 
that  time;  and  for  a  yery  good  reason  heoop 
not  to  have  been  confirmed.  It  wifl  be  seen,  oy 
reference  to  the  life  of  this  disungoiahed  peiw 
age ,  that  there  was  great  opposition  to  hia  *Pj^ 
ment,  and  there  was  a  strenuous  ^^^y^^^^ 
General  Washington  IVom  submitting  ^jECj 
ment  to  the  Senate.    Washington,  m  repy  «' 


tbardtf* 


charges,  said:  *•  I  hare  known  him  m  •*'**j^ 
and  IB  other  service*,  and  tha  ^■V*'^^ 
ment  of  the  day  is  not  to  swerve  ma  iwm.-^ 
opinion  I  entertain  of  him. "  In  the  fiw*  »» '^ 
whole  Cabinet,  and  in  opposition  to  «  » 


of  the  Senate  who  rejected  him,  he  P^^^'^q^ 
did  nominate  him,  and  he  actually  aat  at 
Justice.  _ .  ,j  :„  flif 

Mr.  WILSON.  Mr.  President,  I  *»^0 
hand  a  list  of  the  Chief  Justices  of  «5f  ^"L. 
States.    I  find  that  William  Cashing,  of  »|^ 

chusetts,  was  nominated  and  oo""""^"!  qf«ief. 
27, 1796,  fbr  Chief  Justice  of  the  ^nj.^T^JSSi 
According  to  the  listbefove  me,  th«  V'*^ra,ghii«» 
are— John  Jay,  of  New  York;  Wiiham  <^^. 
HofMatMQlmsettat;  Oiiw  KilwrorUi, «  *''*^ 
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that  duty,  and  Ikey  arraigned,  tried,  and  con- 
demned him  without  beins;  heard.  What  fol- 
lowed ?  That  distinguiahea  man ,  in  the  exercise 
t>f  his  true  American  rights,  came  to  the  Senate 
*of  the  United  States  and  remonstrated  against  the 
-action  of  that  committee.  What  did  he  say? 
Listen  to  his  words: 

*•  The  mauner  In  which  the  inquiry  was  conducted  by  the 
•committee  in  Ixtlieved  to  have  been  novel ;  a  maw  of  te«ti- 
moay,  tending  •erkuuiy  to  affect  tlie  repatation  of  an  indi- 
vidual, wat  collected ;  and,  Qltboush  it  was  proposed,  yet 
was  an  opportunity  denied  him,  or  appearing  before  them 
to  offer  any  statement  or  explanation  in  his  power,  in  rela- 
tion to  those  inibjects  upon  which  doubts  and  difficulties 
might  arise.  He  was  deprived,  by  this  refusal,  of  the  priv- 
ilege of  confVontini^  his  accus(>r8,  and  of  interrogating  and 
cross  examining  witnesses  summoned  for  his  conviction. 
8uch  testimony  only  as  the  committee  chose  to  select  was 
lieard,  and,  when  poblished  to  the  world,  declared  aiaoguage 
different  to  what  the  witnesses  intended. 

"  By  refusing  the  accuaed  an  opportunity  to  confront  and 
•cross  examine  witnesses,  how  cattily  may  be  indulged  ran- 
corous invective,  and  occasions  sought  to  vent  malignant 
and  implaeable  resentments!  Your  respondent  does  not 
pretend  to  assert  that  anything  of  the  kind  occurred  duriqg 
the  present  investigation,  but  has  barely  adverted  to  it  at 
forming  a  portion  of  the  evil  consequences  which  might 
'arise  from  so  infbnnal  a  metkod  of  inquiry.  To  adopt  such 
a  course  is  to  prostrate  thn  rules  of  judicial  proceedings,  to 
violate  every  maxim  of  justice,  and  to  trample  down  all  the 
sacred  guarantees  of  the  Constitntion.  He  has  been  taught 
to  believe  that,  agreeably  to  the  provision  of  our  f$iagna 
<harta,  every  individual  was  secure  in  his  life,  liberty,  prop- 
erty, and  reputation  ;  and  that  be  could  not  be  tried  before 
any  constituted  authority  of  the  nation,  without  beiuj^  heard 
in  hid  defense,  permitted  to  introduce  exculpatory  evidence, 
to  cross-examine  and  conih>nt  his  accusers.  This  is  one 
of  the  choicest  fhiits  of  our  republican  institutions,  and  is 
.an  essential  preservative  of  liberty ;  it  should  be  guarded 
with  vestal  vigilance,  and  for  no  purpose  whatever  sub- 
jected to  violation  by  any  branch  or  department  of  tiie  Gov- 
ernment. In  its  maintenance,  there  is  safbty ;  but  danger 
an  departure.^ 

This  is  the  language  of  Andrew  Jackson  when 
he  was  arraigned  by  a  committee  of  the. Senate, 
tried,  and  condemned  for  alleged  offenses  as  an 
officer  of  the  Government.  He  came  before  the 
-Senate  of  the  United  States  with  his  protest,  and 
the  history  of  the  world  brings  its  vindication 
■with  it.  Shall  we  now  fall  into  the  very  same  error 
which  was  then  condemned  and  repudiated?  I 
trust  not.  Justice,  all  that  is  sacred  and  dear  to 
us,  shtnild  prevent  it. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  remarked  that  the  ob- 
jections urged  by  gentlemen  to  the  passage  of 
this  resolution,  and  their  constructions  of  the  law, 
are  most  conflicting.  The  honorable  and  distin- 
guished Senator  from  Delaware,  [Mr.  Clayton,! 
who  is  ever  listened  to  with  pleasure,  because  of 
4iis  wisdom,  his  age, and  his  intelligence,  has  ex- 
pressed his  views  upon  the  question.  Notwith- 
standing his  high  talents,  I  cannot  accord  to  him 
infallibility  of  opinion.  >  He  assumes  that  this 
was  an  act  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  therefore  the  board  is  not  to  be  called  in 
question.  Sir,  I  care  not  where  the  responsibility 
rests;  there  is  a  responsibility  somewhere,  and  a 
fearful  responsibility.  There  is  a  responsibility 
attaching  to  the  Senate,  who  have  been  made  a 
party  to  this  transaction,  to  see  that  justice  shall 
be  done  if  injustice  has  been  done  to  any  one. 
When,  however,  distinguished  gentlemen  present 
opinions  so  contrary  and  so  conflicting,  I  am  at 
a  loss  to  know  how  to  arrive  at  conclusions  for 
myself.  If,  as  the  Senator  from  Delaware  main- 
tains, this  was  the  independent  act  of  the  Pres- 
ident within  his  constitutional  power,  and  the 
board  have  no  connection  with  it,  and  no  respons- 
ibility for  it  to  us  or  to  the  country,  1  wish  that 
fact  to  be  ascertained,  and  I  shall  then  be  as  ready 
to  condemn  the  President  of  the  United  States  for 
*  an  improper  exercise  of  his  power,  or  an  act  of 
injustice,  as  I  would  be  to  condemn  the  merest 
beggar  who  walks  through  your  streets.  There 
is  no  man  so  high  that  he  can  escape  my  censure 
when  my  convictions  and  ray  judgment  point  the 
way. 

air,  I  think  there  is  some  nustake  among  hon- 
orable gentlemen  on  this  subject.  I  ask  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Delaware  to  read,  if  he  pleases, 
a  single  paragraph  from  the  letter  of  the  distin- 
guished Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  this  point. 
Does  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  maintain  it  to  be 
the  act  of  the  President  ?  No,  sir.  Does  he  assume 
that  it  is  his  own  act  as  Secretary  of  the  Navy  ? 
Not  at  all.  Does  he  ■ayit  is  only  the  action  of 
the  board?  No,  sir.  What  does  he  say?  He 
divides  the  responsibility.  In  his  letter  to  the 
President,  communicating  the  action  of  the  board, 
tie  says: 

^TUa  tew  on  tMa  point  aptaloi  plainly  and  dMnctljr.  It 


does  not  impose  this  task  upon,  or  intrust  this  delicate  dutv 
to,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  or  even  the  President.  It 
does,  however,  provide  that  the  persons  who  are  to  perform 
this  work,  shall  be  fifteen  *  nnval  officers,'  to  con«\|>t  of  five 
captains,  five  commanders,  and  five  lieutenants,  ordered  by 
the  President.  After  Urns  selecting  the  persons  who  are  to 
execute  this  work,  it  then  provides  how  it  is  to  be  done.'' 

Thus  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  assumes  that 
the  responsibility  for  the  action  of  the  board  is  a 
divided  responsibility;  and,  if  that  be  true,  the 
argument  made*  yesterday  by  my  distinguished 
friend  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Crittenden]  is  per- 
fectly sound,  and  the  distinction  which  he  drew 
cannot  properly  be  characterized,  as  it  has  been, 
as  a  flne-spun  distinction.  If  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  is  right,  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  is  right 
when  he  assumes  that  the  President  was  not  ex- 
ercising a  mere  independent,  exclusive,  arbitrary, 
constitutional  power,  but  he  was  a  part  of  three 
combined  powers,  joined  together  to  execute  a 
law  of  Congress,  if  this  be  so,  I  think  the  diffi- 
culty of  providing  a  remedy  is  to  some  extent 
obviated. 

But,  Mr.  President,  there  is  another  difficulty 
in  this  case.  My  honorable  friend,  *1:p  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  [Mr.  Mal- 
LORT,]  manifests  a  zeal  in  tfiis  matter  commen- 
surate with  his  patriotism,  his  talents,  and  his 
devotion  to  the  peculiar  po^ifion  which  has  been 
assigned  him  by  the  Sena:e.  I  find  no  fault  with 
that  honorable  gentleman  for  being  disposed,  by 
all  fair  and  proper  means,  to  sustain  and  vindicate 
the  action  of  tne  Navy, Department;  bat  I  think 
he  may  possibly  fall  into  some  error.  I  have 
asked  that  the  report  of  this  board  shall  be  fur- 
nished to  the  Senate,  as  a  means  of  information 
by  which  we  shall  arrive  at  the  conclusions  at 
which  they  seem  to  have  arrived.  He  has  told 
us  here  in  the  Senate  that  there  was  no  report, 
and  he  spoke  ex  cathedra.  *'  I  know,'*  he  said, 
**  that  there  is  no  report."  Well,  sir,  I  accord  to 
him  all  the  knowledge  that  he  claims;  but  if  there 
be  no  report,  it  seems  to  me  that  there  is  a  strange 
inconsistency  between  his  statement  and  that  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  in  his  letter  to  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates,  uses  these  strong  and  emphatic  words: 
*•  At  your  suggestion,  I  have  carefully  examined 
their  report."  Mark  the  words;  I  hope  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Florida  will  listen  to  what  I 
read — "I  have  carefully  examined  their  report." 
Now  the  Senator  says  there  was  no  report,  except 
the  mere  presentation  of  the  names  and  grades  of 
the  officers  to  be  retired,  furloughed,  and  dis- 
missed. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  Will  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor allow  me  to  correct  him .' 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  know  the  Senator  wishes 
to  understand  me  precisely  as  I  staled  my  posi- 
tion to  be,  but  he  has  misapprehended  me.  In 
all  the  attempts  of  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Tennessee  to  obtain  the  report,  I  have  presumed 
that,  as  a  matter  of  course,  he  referred  to  an  offi- 
cial report.  I  could  know  of  no  other.  I  sup- 
posed nim  to  refer  to  an  official  report  made*  by 
the  board  to  the  Navy  Department,  and  when  I 
said  there  was  no  report,  1  referred  to  such  an 
official  report.  I  believe  there  was  none  such, 
and  I  stated  that  distinctly. «  All  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  had  of  the  nature  of  an  otlicial 
report  was  transmitted  to  Congress*.  I  said ,  with 
equal  frankness,  that  I  knew  each  member  of  the 
board  did  keep  a  memorandum  which  would  fur- 
nish for  himself  a  sufficipnt  report.  As  a  matter 
of  course,  the  reasons  for  retiring,  for  fui4pugh- 
ing,  and  for  dropping  every  officer  so  disposed 
of,  were  freely  canvassed  and  throu^^hly  exam- 
ined, and  ample  time  was  given,  as  1  expect  to 
be  able  to  show.  Each  member  of  the  board  has 
an  historical  account  of  every  transaction  of  that 
kind  in  his  possession;  but  that  did  not  come 
before  the  Navy  Department  officially.  Why.' 
Simply  because  the  law  did  not  require  arecord; 
and  here  I  will  state  that,  if  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  had  ordered  such  a  record  to  be  kept,  I 
would  have  been  the  first  to  cast  blame  Upon  him. 
The  law  did  not  require  a  record  to  be  kept.  If 
the  Secretary  had  ordered  a  record  upon  which 
the  various  causes  for  the  action  of  the  board 
were  registered,  then,  superadded  to  the  mortifi- 
cation which  the  dismissed  officers  felt  at  the 
action  of  the  board,  would  have  been  the  needless 
publication  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the 
caosei  for  that  actioii.    Some  of  them,  dumifsed 


for  a  certain  reason,  might  have  come  and  said: 
••  You  have  not  only  dropped  me  for  drunken- 
ness, which  was  in  the  private  knowledge  of  ih« 
gentlemen  who  composed  the  board,  or  a  mauer 
of  official  record  in  the  Department,  but  you  hare 
needlessly  spread  that  fact  before  the  public, 
which  the  law  did  not  require  you  to  do.'*  There- 
fore, when  I  said  that  no  record  was  k^nt,! 
meant  that  the  board,  as  a  board,  kept  nn  official 
record.  I  said  distinctly,  though,  perhaps,  my 
friend  did  not  understand  me  as  savin*,  that  1 
believed  every  member  of  the  board  kept  a  dis* 
tinct  record  or  memorandum  of  every  case  that 
came  before  the  board. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  see  th<»  distint- 
tion  which  the  honorable  Senator  makes,  and  I 
had  intended  to  make  that  distinction  for  him 
myself,  but  he  has  expressed  it  much  better  ihaa 
I  could.  Still,  the  point  remains  unsettled  vritli 
me  as  a  question  oi  fact.  The  Secretary  san 
he  has  "carefully  examined"  the  report  of  lie 
board.  How  long  did  it  take  the  Secretarr  to 
make  that  examination  ?  According  to  the  Sen- 
ator's supposition,  the  board  sent  to  the  Secretaiy 
two  hundred  and  one  names  on  a  sHp  of  paper, 
with  their  positions  assigned  them,  stating  thai 
A.  B.  was  furloughed,  or  retired,  or  dismissed, 
with  no  reasons  given  for  the  various  assignments. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  says,  in  his  leuer  to 
Lieutenant  Maury: 

"  The  naval  bo.ird,  in  accordance  with  the  law  under 
which  it  was  aflsembled,  merely  reported  the  ««m«f  and 
rank  of  the  ufBcem  who,  in  iu  judcmeot,  were  affectid  If 
the  law,  without  asngoiiig  the  reason*  for  its  actioD." 

If  there  were  no  reasons  assigned,  there  vu 
no  report  except  the  mere  names  and  grades;  and 
how  long  would  it  take  vou,  sir,  or  me,  or  any- 
body else,  simply  to  read  over  the  names  of  two 
hundred  men,  and  agree  to  the  finding?  The 
board  concluded  their  labors  on  the  26th  of  July; 
but  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  com- 
municating their  action  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  is  dated  the  5th  of  September. 
Then  he  had  forty-one  days  for  this  "carefoi 
examination"  into  the  report  and  finding  of  the 
board  1 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Florida  tells  m 
that,  if  a  record  had  been  kept,  he  would  hare 
condemned  it.  I  find  no  fault  with  the  opinions 
of  any  Senator  on  a  question  of  right,  oriusiia, 
or  propriety.  Every  Senator  is  entitled  to  hii 
own  opinion  on  such  questions.  I  submit,  hov- 
ever,  to  the  Senate,  -whether  the  position  of  the 
Senator  from  Florida  on  this  point  can  be  mainj 
tained  by  argument  upon  any  principle  of  justice. 
He  says  he  would  nave  condemned  the  board 
if  they  had  kept  a  record  of  their  proceedm!?. 
Why?  Because,  he  saya,  it  would  publish  totbe 
world  the  shame  and  confusion  of  a  portion  of 
the  Navy!  Then  heis  for  protecting  the  guilty  »i 
the  expense  of  the  inn  oceut.  Because  some  men 
were  covered  with  shame,  with  crime,  or  witfl 
infamy,  he  would  not  keep  a  record  giving  tli« 
reasons  for  the  action  of  the  board.  If  j"^^  ^ 
only  one  honest  man  in  the  two  hundred  and  one 
who  did  not  deserve  thi.s  punishment,  a  recore 
ought  to  have  been  kept,  in  order  to  gire  him  « 
opportunity  to  defend  himself.  , . ,  ,. 

Mr.  MALLORY.     The  objects  wj'f^^ 
honorable  Senator  seeks,  as  I  understand  il|i«" 
<»btain  the  causes  which  operated  upon  the  boare 
for  retiring  certain  gentlemen  who  harenicmo- 
rialized  the  Senate.     Will  not  that  object  be  «- 
tained  through  those  very  private  J"*?*^'?^. 
or  reports  to  which  I  have  alluded,  trhicB  i 
vidual  members  kept,  but  not  as  a  board. 
Senator  seeks  that;  and  that,  I  P««""*^'"  *Zl 
able.     But  this  resolution  calls  for  f^J^P^^T^ 
by  the  board  to  the  Department.    If  «J*^" " 
port  had  been  made,  it  would  not  only  tiare 
braced  the  causes  which  produced  V*?.**!^-  |„ii 
of  those  gentlemen  who  have  i«e»"<*"~''^  "il  do 
also  the  causes  of  the  retirement  of  those  w 

not  seek  for  exculpation.  ,  ,  ,,  ^.Jithit 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.    I  bHbW  reaw^^^^ 
objection  in  a  few  moments,  though,  on  nc^ 
of  indisposition,  I  shall  not  detain  the  Senate"  .^ 

The  Senator  from  Florida  ^^Y^^^^^^fJ^W 
official  report,  but  each  member  of  the  tK»^  ^^ 
his  own  record,  and  each  officer  °\  jjonsf*^ 
a  private  memorandum  ossignin*  the  r  ^ 
the  action  of  the  board  in  every  »nd»''"T^^ 
I  would  ask  any  Senator  this  quesuon^^^^y 
he  had  been  anmigned,  tried,  and  eondcnui^ 
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aff«te»  diftiact  and  iAdeptudeiit,  each  Arom  the 
other.  TbcJegislative  branch  has  no  right  to  de- 
mand of  the  judiciary  the  reasons  why  they  act 
thus  and  so;  the  legislative  branch  has  no  busi- 
ness to  demand  of  the  Executive  why  he  acts  thus 
or  so;  nor  has  either  of  them  the  right  to  demand 
of  the  legislature  why  we  act  thus  or  so.  If  our 
action  is  harmonious,  it  is  well;  but  if  it  fails  in 
any  one  of  the  departments  of  the  Government, 
our  action  must  necessarily  fail,  according  to  my 
understanding  of  the  theory  of  this  Government. 

I  confess  I  do  not  like  the  idea,  and  I  do  not 
ftdly  uBderstimd  the  object  of  undertaking  to  pass 
by  the  President,  and  throw  the  censure  wholly 
on  the  board,  who  were  never  required  to  act  witn 
any  responsibility  to  the  Senate,  or  to  Congress, 
or  to  the  country.  It  was  simply  an  intervening 
board,  authorized  and  appointed:  under  a  law  to 
advise*the  Executive  what  he  ought  to  do.  When 
they  gave  their  advice,  their  functions  entirely 
ceased;  and  if  the  President  had  not  aporoved 
what  they  did,  their  whole  action  woula  have 
fallen  to  the  ground  and  become  null  and  void. 
The  President  therefore,  being  the  revisory  power, 
had  the  right  to  demand  the  reasons  why  they 
recommended  to  him  td  do  thus  and  so;  but  as 
they  made  no  recommendations  to  the  Senate, and 
as  the  Senate  is  not  culled  upon  to  revise  their 
action  in  any  way,  and  reserved  to  itself  no  power 
to  make  this  revision  when  the  law  was  passed, 
I  maintain  that  this  demand  fbr  reasons  is  alto- 
gether wrong  and  out  of  place. 

My  friend  from  Tennessee  says  he  would  de- 
mana  the  reasons  why  each  ana  every  man  was 
displaced,  and,  though  the  assignment  of  those 
reasons  mi^ht  fail  with  crushing  power  on  ninety- 
nine  men,  if  their  assignment  was  necessary  to 
rescue  one  fair  character,  he  would  still  demand 
them.  That  sentiment  is  noble  enough;  but  the 
case  did  not  require  the  enunciation  of  any  such 
sentiment.  Some  of  the  officers  who  have  bieen 
retired  have  sentin  their  applications  by  memorial, 
and  have  demanded  an  mvpstigation  into  th6 
causes  why  they  have  beend-ispkced;  and  those 
soemorials  have  .been  sent  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  AiTairs.  You  are  not  to  conclude  in  ad- 
vance that  that  Committee  will  not  discharge  their 
duty  and  their  whole  duty. 

By  what  authority  do  Senators  assume  that  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  will  not  make  all  the 
investigation  which  the  case  reauires;  that  they 
will  not  reportall  the  fact/B  whicn  are  involved  in 
each  particular  case  separately,  on  the  memorial 
which  has  been  referred  to  them  ?  It  seems  to 
B|e  that  the  passa|[e  of  such  a  resolution  as  this 
distrusts  the  integrity  of  your  own  committee.  I 
hold  it  to  be  the  duty  of  tne  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs  to  report  on  the  separate  cases  which  have 
been  referred  to  them,  as  much  so  as  to  report  on 
the  memorial  of  any  other  citizen  of  the  Republic 
who  feels  that  he  has  been  aggrieved  by  the  action 
of  the  Government.  When  those  reports  are 
made,  let  .us  consider  each  caiie  on  its  own  dis- 
tinct merits.  I  rise  solemnly  to  protest  against 
this  mingling  of  the  guilty  with  the  innocent,  and 
this  idea  of  makine  a  hotoh^>otch  business  of  the 
whole  concern,  and  dragging  private  gentlemen's 
private  affairs  before  the  Senate,  and  before  the 
world,  when  they  have  made  no  application  to  be 
thusdragged  before  the  Senate  and  before  the  coun- 
try. If  there  be  a  single  man  on  the  listof  dismissed 
officers,  who  feels  that  his  reputation  is  more 
secure  in  that  privacy  where  he  now  stands,  thaa 
k  would  be  by  having  it  paraded  before  the  Sen- 
ate, I  would  leave  him  to  his  repose.  I  am  not 
willing  that  one  man  should  have  his  reputation 
fairly  established,  as  my  friend  from  Tennessee 
•ays,  by  dragging  one  hundred  others  with  him, 
who  think  their  reputation  would  be  blasted  by 
this  sort  of  investigation. 
.  I  take  it  for  gpranted  that  those  who  believe 
they  have  a  fair  record  behind,  and  are  willing  to 
stand  the  test  of  investigation,  have  sent  in  their 
memorials,  and  have  demanded  the  investigation; 
and  though  Congress  might  sit  until  the  end  of 
Uiis  century,  I  would  give  it  to  them,  and  give  it 
to  them  to  their  heart's  content.  If  a  record  shall 
be  brought  here  which  will  not  stand  the  test,  I 
notify  them,  I  notify  their  friends,  and  all  the 
world,  that  I  will  discuss  their  private  chamcters 
with  all  the  freedom  with  which  I  would  express 
my  views  on  a  public  measure,  because  they  come 
here  to  demand  it. 

I  wiU  not  assume  in  advance,  by  any  vote  of 


mine»  that  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  of  the 
Senate  will  not  discharge  their  duty  by  invest!* 
Gating  this  matter  to  the  bottom  on  each  man's 
distinct  and  separate  petition.  I  think  I  can  see 
in  this  whole  proceeding  here  a  disposition  to  get 
all  these  officers  off  by  making  a  general  commo- 
tion and  general  row  over  the  whole  thing,  so 
that  the  responsibility  shall  rest  eaually  alike 
upon  the  innocent  and  the  guilty;  ana  those  hidf 
dozen  or  so  of  innocent  men  who  have  been  dis- 
charged, are  to  drag  the  great  car  which  is  to 
carry  them  all  back  again  to  place.  I  am  againstp 
that.  I  believe  men  have  been  dismissea  who 
ought  to  have  been  dismissed;  I  believe  men  have 
been  furlou^hed  who  ought  to  have  been  fur- 
loughed;  I  believe  men  have  been  put  on  the 
reserved  list  who  ought  to  have  been  put  there. 
That  some  have  been  dismissed  who  ought  to 
have  been  retained,  I  have  no  question.  I  am  for 
winnowing  the  whole  matter,  and  for  getting  the 
wheat  out  of  the  chaff,  and  taking  care  of  the 
wheat  ai^  throwing  the  chaff  to  the  four  winds 
of  heaven.  I  do  not  mean,  so  far  as  my  vote  or 
my  action  is  concerned,  to  take  all  the  chaff,  with 
a  few  grains  of  wheat,  back  again. 

If  I  am  not  mistaken,  the  distinguished  Senator 
from  Kentuc&y  [Mr.  CairrxNDBN]  advocated  the 
idea,  and  certainly  made  an  argument  to  prove 
that  the  whole  law  might  be  repealed,  with  a 
declaratory  clause  that  things  should  be  restored 
to  their  former  position;  in  other  words,  that  you 
should  treat  the  law  as  a  certain  election  was  once 
treated  in  a  sister  State— as  though  it  had  never 
been  passed.  1  shaU  not  take  issue  with  the  dis- 
tinguished Senator  from  Kentucky  on  a  law  point; 
but  I  wish  to  make  a  8u^;gestion.  The  rep^l  of 
the  law,  with  a  declaration  that  things  snail  be 
restored  to  the  position  which  they  occupied 
bclfbre  the  law  was  passed,  could  mean  nothing 
else  thxm  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  the 
President  had  so  bunglin^ly  executed  the  law 
that  they  had  thrown  thmgs  into  inextricable 
Confusion,  and  that  therefore  it  was  necessary  to 
rtih  out  all  that  had  been  done,  and  make  a  now 
start.  What  else  can  it  mean  but  that  they  not 
only  failed  to  execute  the  law  in  its  true  spirit, 
and  according  to  its  true  intent,  but  that  they 
have  made  **  confusion  worse  confounded,"  so 
that  there  is  no  possibility  of  making  sense  oat 
of  their  proceeding.  Sir,  \^en  you  send  an  aet 
to  the  President  to  be  approved,  with  ^lat  implied 
declaration  on  its  face,  do  you  think  he  will 
approve  it?  Do  you  think  he  will  go  for  npsettiag 
all  that  he  has  done  under  the  law^  when  ycnir 
declaration  can  amount  to  nothing  else  than  that 
his  proceeding  is  so  fVx>lish,  and  so  absurd,  and 
so  utterly  without  order,  that  you  can  make 
nothing  out  of  it  ?  I  do  not  know  what  he  would 
do  in  such  a  case.  I  am  not  ashamed  to  acknowl- 
edge that  my  relations  with  kim  are  not  of  a 
character  to  justify  me  in  representing  him  here, 
as  I  do  not  represent  him;  but  he  is  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  I  suppose,  indeed  I  know, 
that  he  has  a  full  and  proper  appreciation  of  the 
dignity  of  his  position,  a!nd  of  the  rights  which 
attach  to  it.  If  you  should  undertake,  by  an  act 
of  this  nature,  to  make  him  stultify  himself,  to 
make  him  admit,  by  the  approval  of  your  act, 
that  he  had  so  bunglingly  executed  the  law  of 
Congress  that  the  whole  tning  was  thrown  into 
utter  confusion,  I  take  it  for  granted  he  would 
say,  **  1  saw  clearly  through  the  thin^  from  the 
beginning;  I  know  what  I  meant;  this  is  a  trick 
of  politicians  to  get  me  into  difficulty;  and  I  do 
not  mean  to  put  my  signature  to  my  own  death- 
warrant."  J  take  it  tot  granted  he  would  take 
some  such  view  as  that. 

Now,  sir,  I  understand  that  we  have  already 
before  us,  if  not  directly,  at  least  sufficiently  for 
us  to  comprehend  them,  two  propositions  forget- 
ting out  of  this  difficulty.  One  ot  them  is  to  keep 
open  the  places  in  the  Navy  that  shall  be  mack 
vacant  by  death  or  resignation,  to  be  filled  by 
officers  who  have  been  improperly  dismissed 
from  the  service;  in  other  words,  instead  of  car- 
rying on  the  line  of  promotion  in  regular  order, 
tnat  those  vacancies  shall  be  lefl  open,  so  that 
men  who  have  been  improperly  dismissed  may  be 
restored.  Some  Senator  the  other  day  made  a 
good  deal  of  complaint  about  the  case  of  Com- 
modore Stewart.  It  so  turns  out— and  I  men- 
tion it  certainly  with  as  much  re^t  as  any  other 
SeBai«r  can  feel — that  the  position  from  which 
ha  was  displaced  is  ahready  vacant.    If  the  Pres- 


ideat^  in  his  wisdom,  should  think  pmper  to 
restore  Commodore  Stewart,  there  is  the  place 
ready,  vmiting  for  him,  in  consequence  of  the 
imfortunate  death  of  one  of  his  associates.  Va* 
cancies  in  the  same  way  will  occur  in  ererr 
grade  of  the  service  which  maybe  filled  by  uonj' 
inations  by  the  President,  if  this  does  not  sat- 
isfy us,  another  plan  is  presented  of  patsio^  a 
law  providing  for  a  sufficient  number  of  tempo- 
rary captains,  commanders,  and  lieutenants,  to 
take  in  all  who  have  been  unjusotly  dinoiaaed 
from  the  service. 

I  am  ready  to  go  for  either  of  these  propoa* 
tions;  I  have  no  choice  between  them.  If  the 
judgment  of  the  Senate  shall  be  a^nst  both,  I 
shaol  then  be  ready  to  go  for  finything  else  which 
shall  be  suggested  from  any  quarter  which  shall 
do  perfect  and  entire  justice  to  all  parties;  but  u 
I  said  to  the  Senate  on  a  former  occasion,  aad  ai 
I  now  repeat,  I  do  not  mean  to  vote  to  restore 
things  as  they  stood  before  the  law,  even  thoi^ 
I  may  have  the  power  to  do  it.  In  the  first 
place,  I  do  Hot  beueve  you  have  the  power  to  do 
It;  and  if  you  had,  I  do  not  believe  you  oogkt  to 
exercise  it.  If  any  injustice  has  been  done,  at 
least  lialf  a  do2en  modes  may  be  pointed  ont  bf 
which  you  can  do  justice  to  those  who  havebeea 
wronged.  There  does  not  exist,  there  cannot 
by  possibility  exist,  any  sort  of  neeeaflty  for 
your  r^>ealing  the  law  with  the  declaration  that 
things  shall  be  restored  to  the  position  which 
they  occimied  before  the  law  was  passed.  I  felt 
it  due,  Mr.  President,  to  the  position  which  1 
occupied  in  this  matter,  in  consequence  of  tome 
remarks  which  I  made  on  a  former  occasion,  to 
say  this  much.  I  do  not  think  I  shall  ever  allude 
to  the  subject  again. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Teaneasee.  I  wish  to  aik  my 
friend  ftrom  Mississij^i  a  question  before  he  re- 
sumes his  seat.  I  do  not  mean  to  fbUow  ium  io 
his  argument.  I  understand  him  to  assume  that 
this  is  the  act  of  the  President,  asd  that  the 
responsibility  is  with  tlie  President,  becaasc  aH 
power  oter  the  subject  is  vested  in  him.  Hit 
whsle  atgnment  g^oes  oa  the  assumpcioB  tkat  the 
President  is  omnipotent  in  all  questions  of  re* 
moval ,  and  that  therefbre  the  President  is  leapoof- 
ible  for  this  whole  thing. 

The  Senator  tells  us  that  Uiers  are  two  reme- 
dies. What  are  they?  One,  to  keep  open  the 
vacancies  that  may  occur  by  death  or  resi^atkn; 
and  the  other,  to  provide  for  a  temporary  increase 
of  the  grades  of  the  Navy. 

Does  not  the  omnipotence  of  the  Presideotia 
dismissing  apply  just  as  strongly  ia  restoiiogu 
in  dismissing  ?  What  is  the  use  of  talking  abooi 
your  remedy  when  Uiis  power  of  omnisotenct 
has  to  be  consulted  at  last?  I  do  not  betiefe  it 
the  omnipotence  of  any  man;  but  if  the  Preadent 
alone  is  responsible  (or  this  proceeding,  beiof 
omnipotent  in  removals,  he  is  equally  oronipotwit 
in  restorations  and  nominations. 

I  can  tell  my  honorable  friend,  however,  that 
the  President  is  not  so  omnipotent  as  be  suppoeef. 
That  was  manifested  in  the  case  of  a  veiy  gT^* 
and  good  man,  for  whom  I  cherish  as  kind  feel- 
ings as  any  Senator  on  this  floor,  and  "*oreso 
than  8onr»e  do.  The  contest  with  him  showed 
that  no  President  can  be  considered  emnipotenu 
Have  you  not  seen  promotions  in  the  AmiT  of 
the  United  States  suspended  here  for  two  or  three 
years,  on  the  single  application  of  one  roan? 
Where,  then,  is  the  omnipotence  of  yoarPrea* 
dent  ?  Have  you  not  seen  nominations  ^^^^l 
and  sent  back  to  him,  and  r^umed  to  us,  and  ■«| 
back  to  him  again,  and  kept  in  abeyanceun™ 
the  voice  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  Stttef  ««W* 
Union  was  heard  in  the  confirmatory  power « 
the  Senate  ?  He  is  rwt  omnipotent;  and  w  fcr  «• 
I  am  concerned,  I  shall  never  surraader  that qu*** 
tion;  I  will  never  vote  to  confirm  Ane  '"^.'52 
nomination  he  sends  here  until  I  think  the  iBjaf» 
men  have  had  a  fair  hearitig.  The  Senate  baw 
refused,  on  many  occasions,  to  confirm  DOfJ^J*' 
tions;  they  have  a  right  to  refu*  again;  «m  w 
omnipotence  of  the  President  is  not  an  argument 
that  extends  far  with  me.  ,    _,^ 

Mr.  BROWN.  I  said  nothing  about  the  «n 
nipotenoe  of  the  President.  With  all  due  deter- 
ence  to  the  acumen  of  my  friend  from  T*?'^^ 
1  must  say  that  I  said  nothing  from  wbicn»  m  wj 
opinion,  he  could  have  drawn  any  such  wteieD^- 
I  spoke  of  the  President's  powers  nnder  tJuf»»; 


I  said  thai  the  law  itself  ff^vt  \m  ^  *^^ 
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approve  the  action  of  the  board,  and  that  until  it 
wuB  approved  by  him,  it  amounted  literall3rto 
nothing.  If  the  President  had  chosen  to  with- 
hold his  approval  from  the  action  of  the  board, 
things  would  have  stood  precisely  as  they  did 
before  the  law  was  passed.  If  he  had  chosen  to 
approve  in  part,  ana  to  disapprove  in  part,  it  was 
his  right  to  do  so.  My  position  was,  that  the 
action  of  the  board  amounted  to  nothing  without 
the  approval  of  the  President;  that  it  was  simply 
an  auvisory  body;  and  that  therefore  the  censure 
heaped  upon  the  board  was  unjust  in  every  sense 
of  tne  term. 

The  Senator  from  Tennessee  says,  he  will  not 
rote  to  confirm  nominations.  Possibly,  I  may 
agree  with  him  in  that  respect.  That  it  is  the  right 
of  the  Senate  to  reject  the  nominations,  one  and 
all,  is  true  beyond  all  controversy.  The  c^uestion 
beyond  that  is,  as  to  the  position  in  which  you 
will  leave  the  Navy  if  you  do  reject  the  nomina- 
tions which  the  Fresidcnt  has  made  to  fill  the 
vacancies  which  have  been  occasioned;  and  when 
the  first  nominations  shall  be  taken  up  for  con- 
firmation, it  will  be  time  enough  to  discuss  that 
proposition.  The  dealing  which  we  have  now, 
18  not  as  to  the  point  whether  we  will  confirm 
nominations,  but  it  is,  as  I  understand  the  dis- 
cussion to-day,  as  to  whether  the  whole  censure 
of  this  proceeding  shall  rest  on  the  board  for  having 
made  certain  recommendations  which  the  Pres- 
ident has  approved. 

Now ,  sir,  we  all  know  perfectly  well  that  it  is 
the  right  of  the  President  to  remove  men  from 
office — a  rieht  which  he  exercises  every  day  in 
civil  life.  He  removes  a  foreign  minister,  or  a 
Cabinet  minister,  or  the  collector  of  one  of  yonr 
important  ports,  or  any  other  oflicer  that  you 
choose,  or  whole  scores  of  them  together;  and 
he  sends  in  nominations  of  gentlemen  to  take 
their  places:  is  it  your  riffht  to  demand  of  the 
President  why  he  made  those  removals  ?  No. 
If  you  think  the  removals  have  been  made  from 
improper  motives,  and  without  just  and  proper 
reason,  you  may  reject  the  successor  and  leave 
the  ofilice  for  the  time  being  vacant;  butyou  can- 
not, I  maintain  again,  demand  of  the  President 
-why  he  made  the  removals.  That  attempt  was 
tried  during  the  days  of  •*  Old  Hickory,"  and  he 
resisted  it,  and  very  properly  resisted  it,  as  an 
encroachment  on  his  rights  as  the  Executive  of 
the  nation;  and  he  never  would  assign  reasons 
why  he  dismissed  anybody  from  office.  He  would 
not  do  it  because  you  haa  no  right  to  demand  it. 
You  had  no  right  to  demand  it  in  matters  relating 
to  oflices  in  civil  life;  and  if  you  had  no  right  to 
make  the  demand  in  such  cases,  I  maintain  that 
you  have  no  right  to  make  the  same  demand  in 
reference  to  men  in  the  Navy  or  Army  service. 
You  may,  as  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  sug- 
gests, refuse  to  confirm  the  nominations  of  the 
successors  of  those  removed.  That  is  your priv- 
ile^,  and  that  is  the  whole  extent  of  it.  If  you 
fail  to  be  satisfied  that  the  man  was  removed  for 
proper  cause,  you  may,  on  that  account,  if  you 
choose,  refuse  to  confirm  his  successor,  and  leave 
the  office  vacant?  That  is  your  privilege;  but  it 
is  the  privilege  of  the  President  to  give  reasons 
for  the  removal,  or  to  refuse  to  give  them,  ac- 
cording as  he  thinks  proper.  This  is  my  under- 
standing of  the  rights  of  tne  different  departments 
of  the  Uovernment. 

Mr.  PRATT.  Mr.  President,  it  was  my  mis- 
fbrtune  not  to  hear  the  antecedent  debate  on  thili 
subject.  My  attention,  however,  was  necessarily 
drawn  to  the  subject,  because  I  believed  injustice 
was  done  in  some  cases;  and  because  I  thought  I 
found,  by  the  investi^tion  which  I  was  enabled 
to  bestow  on  the  subject,  that  the  greater  portion 
of  the  cases  in  which  injustice  had  been  done 
came  from  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor  in 
part  to  represent.  I  felt  it  my  duty,  therefore,  to 
endeavor  to  ascertain  in  what  manner  I  could 
afford  a  remedy  for  the  evil  through  any  instru- 
mentality of  mine.  I  examined  this  subject, 
whcllier  the  repeal  of  the  law,  provided  Congress 
could  be  induced  to  repeal  it,  would  have  the 
effcdt  of  reinstating,  in  the  positions  which  they 
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before  occupied,  the  persons  to  whom  injustice 
had  been  done ;  but  I  '^jiras  forced  to  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  repeal  of  the  law  would  have 
no  such  effect. 

I  understand  that  it  has  been  ai^ed  here  by 
some  Senators,  that  Congress  has  the  power  to 
repeal  this  law,  and  that  by  repealing  the  law  the 
officers  who  have  been  named  oy  it  will  be  placed 
in  statu  quo.  I  cannot  conceive  that  such  can  be 
the  proper  construction.  The  law  declared  that 
a  board fhould  be  appointed  to  report  to  the  Pres- 
ident the  names  of  officers  who  snould  be  put  out 
of  the  Navy  alto^ther,  and  those  who  should  be 
put  out  of  the  active  service  of  the  Navy.  It  then 
declared  that,  upon  the  approval  of  the  action  of 
the  board  by  the  President,  they  should  be  out  of 
the  Navy,  or  out  of  the  active  service  of  the  Navy , 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  report;  and  there- 
fore, whenever  that  report  was  made,  and  the 
President  acted  on  it,  the  law  was/uncf  tu  offieio — 
it  had  discharged  its  function  and  its  office;  and 
these  parties  were  out  of  the  Navy  as  efifectually 
as  if  the  President  had  acted  inoependently  of 
the  law  itself. 

It  cannot  be  disguised,  everybody  must  admit, 
that  under  the  Constitution  the  President  has  the 
exclusive  power  of  removal.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  he  has  the  absolute  power  to  remove 
at  his  own  will.  It  would  be  a  violent  and  im- 
proper exercise  of  that  power  to  remove  without 
cause,  but  the  naked  power  exists.  He  can  re- 
move without  cause,  and  the  removal  is  without 
remedy.  All  Congress  united  would  have  no 
power  to  remedy  the  evil,  if  the  President  were  to 
strike  from  the  list  of  the  Navy  every  officer  now 
on  the  rolls.  The  absolute  and  the  naked  power 
exisLiln  the  Executive,  and  it  is  without  remedy 
on  the  part  of  the  legislative  branch  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

It*  must  further  be  conceded,  Mr.  President, 
that,  to  place  parlies  in  the  naval  service,  cannot 
be  done  in  any  way  except  by  the  nomination 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States.  Then  it 
requires  the  action  of  this  body<o  confirm  that 
nomination.  Now,  under  the  Constitution,  no 
one  can  be  placed  out  of  the  Navy  except  by  the 
act  of  the  President;  and  over  that  matter  he  has 
absolute  control,  without  the  intervention  of  any 
other  party.  Nobody  can  be  placed  in  the  Navy 
without  the  action  of'^the  President,  and  the  addi- 
tional approval  of  this  body. 

In  this  state  of  things  the  law  in  Question  was 
passed.  Independently  of  the  law,  the  President 
nad  the  right  to  put  out  of  the.  Navy  those  who 
are  out  of  it  under  the  action  of  this  board.  The 
effect  of  the  law,  therefore,  so  far  as  it  confers 
additional  power  on  the  President,  was  simply 
to  ^ve  him  the  power  of  removing  officers  con- 
ditionally, with  a  certain  rank  in  the  Navy  and 
with  certain  pay.  That  power  he  bad  not  under 
the  ConstituUon ;  he  had  before  only  the  power 
to  remove  unconditionally  and  entirely  from  the 
Navy.  The  only  effect  of  the  law  was  to  ffive 
to  the  President,  not  the  power  to  remove  abso- 
lutely, which  he  had  betbre,  but  the  power  to 
remove  conditionally,  with  the  pay  provided  for 
by  the  law. 

Now  I  respectfully  submit,  that  the  effect  of  the 
repeal  of  the  law  will  not  be  to  reinstate  any  one 
or  those  officers,  but  will  simply  be  to  deprive 
those  who  are  on  the  retired  list  of  the  pay  which 
the  law  provides  for  them.  I  hope,  therefore, 
Senators  will  consider  long  before  they  repeal  the 
law;  because,  although  injustice  may  have  been 
done  to  those  from  Maryland  whom  I  represeiit, 
and  to  those  from  other  parts  of  the  country 
whom  my  friend  from  Tennessee  and  others 
represent,  yet  that  injustice  will  not  be  cured  by 
tlie  repeal  of  the  law.  The  only  effect  of  the 
repeal,  according  to  my  view  of  it,  will  be  to  de- 
pnve  them  of  the  pay  which  the  law  gives.  They 
are  now  out  of  the  Navy;  and  it  is  impossible  to 
look  to  the  Constitution  and  find  any  power  any- 
where, except  in  the  President  by  nomination,  to 
place  them  in  the  Navy. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  The  Senator  speaks  of  drop- 
ped officers,  I  suppose. 


Mr.  PRATT.  1  speak  of  those  who  have  been 
dropped,  but  those  who  have  been  retired  from 
the  Navy  are  precisely  in  the  position  which  I 
have  attempted  to  show.  The  effect  of  the  laW 
is  simply  to  give  to  the  President  the  additional 
power  to  retire,  and  to  give  pay  to  those  retired, 
they  being  just  as  much  removed  fW>m  the  active 
list  of  the  'Navy  as  those  who  have  been  dis- 
missed from  the  service. 

The  argument  of  my  honorable  friend  from 
Tennessee  was  based  on  an  isolated  idea,  which, 
I  respectAilly  submit  to  him,  has  nothing  what- 
ever to  do  with  the  subject  under  consideration. 
He  referred  to  the  maxim  of  the  common  law, 
which  he  termed  American  law,  that  no  man 
should  be  punished  without  a  trial.  What  has 
that  to  do  with  this  case  ?  Officers  of  the  Navy 
under  the  Constitution  may  be  removed  without 
a  trial,  at  tlie  will  of  the  President,  by  his  volition* 
without  remedy  on  the  part  of  the  ^nate  or  any- 
body else.  The  Senator  from  Tennessee  tells  us 
that  there  is  some  remedy,  and  that  the  remedy 
has  heretofore  been  exercised  here  by  the  reAisal 
of  the  Senate  to  confirm  the  nomination  of  a  party 
nominated  in  the  place  ef  somebody  else  sup- 
posed to  be  unjustly  removed.  The  only  case  of 
that  nature  which  1  recollect — and  I  suppose  it  is 
the  one  to  which  the  Senator  refers — is  a  case 
where  a  nomination  was  delayed  a  yecur  or  two; 
but  what  was  its  fate?  Was  the  man  reinstated? 
No,  sir.  Can  a  man  be  reinstated  by  a  refusal 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate  to  confirm  a  successor? 
Never.  If  other  officers  shall  not  be  renominated 
to  supply  the  places  of  those  who  have  been  put 
out  of  the  Navy,  or  if  those  who  maybe  renom- 
inated shall  not  be  confirmed  by  the  Senate,  you 
may  leave  their  places  vacant  in  the  Navy,  but 
you  have  not  the  power  to  coerce  the  President 
to  nominate  the  persons  whom  you  desire  him  to 
nominate;  and,  not  having  that  power,  you  have 
no  authority  to  repleu^e  them.  For  this  reason, 
the  Senator  s  maxim  of  common  law,  or  Amer- 
ican law  as  he  terms  it,  has  nothing  on  earth  to 
do  with  this  matter.  It  is  a  subject  controlled 
by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  by 
no  action  of  either  American  or  common  law. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  iflSenators  will  convince 
me  that  we  have  any  power  whatever  over  this 
subject,  by  which  I  can  be  instrumental  in  doing 
justice  to  some  parties  to  whom  I  believe  injus- 
tice has  been  done,  I  will  go  with  them  to  the 
extent  of  ray  ability.  I,  as  a  practical  man,  sup- 
posed that  there  ought  to  be  a  remedy,  and  I 
attempted  to  ascertain  it,  and  I  wiH  tell  the  Sen- 
ator from  Tennessee  what  I  did.  After  I  found 
that  the  xepeal  of  the  law  would  have  no  effect, 
and  after  i  ascertained  from  the  Constitution  that 
it  was  to  the  Executive  alone  that  you  could  look 
for  a  remedy,  I  did  not  regard  mere  declamation 
here  as  a  remedy,  but  I  went  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy.  I  told  him  that  I  believed  injustice 
had  been  done.  He  said  to  me,  with  that  frank- 
ness for  which  he  is  commendable,  and  for  which 
he  is  known  to  every  one  who  has  ever  approached 
him:  **  Sir,  it  may  be  true;  and  you  are  not  more 
anxious  than  I  am,  or  than  the  President  is,  to 
do  justice.  W^e  have  not  intended,  and  do  not 
intend  at  present,  to  fill  any  vacancy  which  ha.*! 
been  created  by  death;  there  are  already  some 
eight  oi:  ten  sucn  vacancies.  If  you  choose,  you 
may  pass  a  law  by  which  you  will  create  ad- 
ditional officers  temporarily  for  the  purpose  of 
reinstating  those  to  whom  justice  ought  to  be 
done,  if  uiere  be  a  larger  number  than  can  be 
restored  by  renomination  by  the  President  for  the 
action  of  the  Senate." 

Sir,  the  only  remedy  on  earth  for  the  evil — and 
I  think,  in  justice  to  these  officers,  that  it  ought 
to  be  the  course  of  every  one  of  us— is  to  present 
the  memorials  of  the  officers  to  whom  injustice  is 
supposed  to  have  been  done,  and  let  them  be  fairly 
examined  by  the  committee,  and  let  the  commit- 


Tennessee  can  show  the  Secretary  that  their 
friends  have  been  unjustly  treated,  tne  President 
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^I  have  the  Secretary  'a  word  for  it — will  renom- 
inato  them  to  take  the  place  which  they  held  an- 
teriorly to  the  passage  of  the  law.  TTiat  is  the 
remedy,  and  the  only  remedy.  We  may  talk  as 
much  as  we  please — we  may  arg^e  about  Ameri- 
can principles  or  common  law  principles — but  we 
have  now  no  power  over  the  subject  other  than 
that. 

Mr,  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  do  not  mean, 
Mr.  President,  to  detain  the  Senate,  but  I  wish 
to  ask  a  question  of  my  fViend  from  Maryland. 
1  do  not  c^re  a  straw  where  the  responsibility 
attaches.  There  seems  to  be  an  earnest  desire 
on  the  part  of  some  gentlemen,  particularly  witli 
my  friends  from  Mississippi  and  Maryland,  to 
put  the  responsibility  upon  the  President.  I  do 
not  seek  to  put  it  there,  but  1  shall  not  evade  its 
bein^  put  there.  1  do  not  care  where  you  put  it. 
I  say  there  is  a  responsibility  somewhere,  and 
the  world  knows  it.  If  this  board  desire  to  shirk 
the  responsibility,  I  am  content.  I  do  not  seek 
to  place  it  anywhere;  but  I  maintain  that  there  is 
a  responsibility,  and  I  ask  gentlemen  to  locate  it. 

My  friend  from  Maryland  says  that  the  Amer- 
ican law,  of  which  I  spoke,  deduced  from  the 
common  law,  does  not  apply.  Sir,  it  applies  as 
universally  as  the  law  of  justice  applies.  I  do 
not  designate  it,  in  any  poUtical  sense,  as  an 
American  law.  You  may  call  it  a  republican 
law,  a  Washingtonian  law,  a  Wliig  law,  a  Demo- 
cratic law — I  care  not  what  you  call  it;  it  is  the 
law  of  justice  that  a  man  shaJl  be  heard  before  he 
is  condemned.  My  friend  from  Maryland  assumes 
that  this  American  law  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  question.  Why?  Because,  he  says,  the  Pres- 
ident had  power  to  dismiss  anyhow,  and  that  it 
was  the  exercise  of  a  constitutional  power,  beyond 
the  control  of  the  legislative  or  judicial  department 
of  the  Government.  If  that  is  so  in  truth  and  in 
fact,  it  would  make  some  difference ;*but  will  that 
honorable  Senator  pretend  to  say — will  any  man 
bere  say — that,  in  me  absence  of  this  law,  which 
the  President  was  made  in  part  to  execute,  he 
would  have  dismissed  two  hundred  and  one  men 
from  the  Navy?  No,  sir.  With  all  his  nerve — 
and  I  understand  he  has  got  enough  of  it — and 
with  all  the  nerve  which  he  and  General  Jackson 
together  had,  he  would  not  have  exercised  this 
^reat  constitutional  power  of  striking  off  the 
heads  of  two  hundred  men  without  investigation. 
It  cannot  be  put,  therefore,  on  that  ground;  and 
we  must  fall  back  at  last  upon  the  divided  respons- 
ibility— that  the  President  was  an  executive  offi- 
cer, and  executed  a  law  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States. 

Asain:  my  friend  from  Maryland  asks  what 
ehallwe  accomplish  by  repealing  the  law.  I  have 
not  proposed  to  repeal  the  law.  I  repeat,  what  I 
have  said  before,  that  I  believe  the  law  was  a  good 
ono.  It  may  not  have  been  sufficiendy  guarded; 
it  is  very  difficult  to  throw  sufficient  guarantees 
around  any  law.  It  may  require  amendmenta; 
but  I  believe  the  law  to  nave  been  a  good  one. 
It  is  of  its  execution  that  I  complain.  I  do  not 
ask  for  the  repeal  of  the  law ;  but  I  can  tell  my 
friend  from  Maryland  what  would  follow  its 
repeal.  If  it  should  be  repealed,  what  would 
become  of  the  one  hundred  and  sixty  men  who 
have  been  retired  or  furloughed?  Can  you  show 
me  any  constitutional  power  on  the  part  of  the 
President  to  retire  a  man  or  furlough  him?  He 
has  the  strong  power  of  dismissal,  but  there  is 
no  retired  list  under  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  Allow  me  to  state  to  the 
Senator,  that  the  practice  of  furloughing  officers 
has  existed  as  long  as  we  have  been  a  nation,  and 
no  exception  has  ever  been  taken  to  it  by  any 
officer  of  the  Navy.  The  power  of  furloughing 
a  man  on  about  one  thira  of  his  full  pay  has 
always  existed  in  the  British  service. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  This  very  law  reserved 
that  power. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  The  President, 
under  the  law  in  question,  has  exercised  the  power 
of  furloughing  men  in  consequence  of  the  action 
of  the  board;  but  where  do  you  find  such  a  ftir- 
lough  as  this — dirlouf  hin^  a  man  and  putting*  him 
under  a  continual  disability  from  promotion? 
Where  do  you  find  the  constitutional  power  for 
tliat? 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  will  answer  the  auestion. 
The  law  passed  at  the  last  session  gave  the  Pres- 
ident the  power  to  make  a  retired  and  a  furlough 
tist.    Am  I  not  right  in  that? 


Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  PRATT.  Officers  arc  retired  and  are  ftir- 
loughed;  and  therefore  the  law  has  boon  exe- 
cuted. Your  repeal  of  the  law  will  not  nut  them 
back  again;  tliey  will  still  remain  retired  and  fur- 
loughed. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  do  not  agree 
with  my  friend  from  Maryland.  The  Senator 
from  Fforida,  when  he  says  the  President  has 
exercised  the  power  of  putting  officers  on  fur- 
lough pay,  does  not  meet  the  case  which  I  stated, 
because,  after  that  exercise  of  power  by  the 
President,  they  were  still  in  the  line  of  promo- 
tion as  before;  but  under  this  law  you  impose  a 
disability  on  a  man  by  which  he  is  forever  ex- 
cluded from  promotion.  This  is  the  result  of 
the  law  of  Congress,  and  not  of  any  constitutional 
power  vested  in  the  Executive.  My  honorable 
friend  from  Maryland  says  the  law  has  been  ex- 
ecuted, and  that,  if  you  repeal  it,  those  who  have 
b<>en  retired  have  no  remeay.  I  do  not  concur  in 
that  opinion.  The  law  is  not  executed  until  ita 
results  become  final.  When  you  confirm  the 
nominations  for  the  places  of  those  who  have 
been  dismissed  or  retired,  the  law  will  be  at  an 
end,  and  the  power  of  the  President  under  it  will 
be  at  an  end;  but  not  till  then.  If  all  that  has 
been  done  be  annulled,  and  the  confirmations  be 
rejected,  these  gentlemen,  according  to  my  un- 
derstanding, will  fall  back  to  the  positions  firom 
which  they  have  been  ejected. 

I  shall  not  argue  that  question,  however.  I 
will  repeat  again ,  that  the  only  point  which  seems 
to  excite  peculiar  interest  with  some  of  my  friends 
is  to  locate  the  responsibility.  I  have  no  desire 
to  put  it  on  the  President,  or  on  any  particular 
person.  All  that  I  desire  is,  that  men  who  have 
been  unfairly  dealt  with  shall  have  a  hearing. 
My  friend  from  Maryland  has  told  us  his  remedy. 
I  tell  him  it  is  not  a  fair  one.  He  tells  us  to  go 
to  the  President,  or  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
with  our  petitions  and  appeals.  Sir,  when  did 
an  American  Senator  ever  go  with  appeals  to  any- 
body >  We  are  here  to  exercise  the  law-making 
power.  If  my  friend's  suggestion  be  ri^ht,  I 
might  stand  a  very  poor  chance,  and  the  victims 
who  have  been  submitted  to  my  care  might  pos- 
sibly fare  very  poorly.  Suppose  I  should  be  in 
bad  odor  with  the  President,  or  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy— eu(>pose  my  arguments  should  be  heard 
with  many  gmins  of  mlowance — would  that  place 
each  officer  in  the  Navy  upon  an  equality?  I 
niight  ^o  to  the  Department,  and  argue  the  ques- 
tion without  effect.  Some  more  favored,  more 
fortunate,  and  certainly  more  worthy,  member 
of  the  Senate  than  I  am,  might  succeed;  and  his 
innocent  victim  might  be  restored,  and  my  inno- 
cent victim  might  be  left  to  suffer  the  tortures  of 
a  condemnation  unjust  and  unmerited.  That  is 
no  remedy  to  me. 

Mr.  RUSK.  Mr.  President,  it  seems  to  me 
that  this  whole  diacussiou  is  out  of  place.  The 
resolution  before  the  Senate  has  no  relation  what- 
ever to  the  merits  of  the  law,  or  the  conduct  of 
the  naval  board.  It  is  simply  a  resolution  calling 
for  information.  Some  members  of  the  Senate 
say  that  no  such  information  exists.  I  think  it 
wdl  be  •xtremely  unfortunate  for  that  board  if 
no  information  does  exist  on  the  subject.  It 
must  be  a  pretty  high-handed  measure  for  them 
to  leave  beliind  no  trace  by  which  the  facts  on 
which  they  proceeded  so  seriously  to  affect  the 
character  ana  standing  of  their  brother  officers 
may  be  ascertained.  This  debate  has  arisen  upon 
a  mere  resolution  of  inquiry,  in  which  I  can  see 
no  mischief;  for,  if  there  be  no  information,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  will  say  so;  and  if  there 
is  information,  it  is  necessary  for  us  to  have  it,  in 
order  to  prepare  for  the  action  which  it  is  well 
known  will  be  attempted  in  this  body.  Com- 
plaints are  pouring  in  upon  us  every  day.  They 
are  before tne  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, and! 
understand  that  that  committee  will  soon  report 
on  tliem  to  the  Senate.  If  there  is  any  informa- 
tion bearing  upon  the  subject,  it  is  due  to  the 
Senate,  it  is  due  to  ourselves,  and  to  the  late 
board,  before  we  come  to  any  conclusion,  to  have 
that  information. 

Sir,  the  honorable  Senator  from  Maryland 
[Mr.  Pratt]  says  there  is  no  remedy.  I  beg 
leave  to  differ  from  him.  The  honorable  Senator 
from  Tennessee,  who  introduces  the  resolution, 
tells  you  that  he  does  not  propose  to  repeal  the 
law.    I  concur  very  much  with  what  was  said  on 


February  6, 

that  subject  yesterday  by  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Crittenden,]  find  I  am 
ready  to  go  to  the  extent  of  repealing  the  law,if 
that  be  necessary.     When  the  law  shsll  be  re- 

Kealed,  in  what  condition  will  ihose  officenwho 
ave  been  placed  on  the  retired  list  stand  ?  Tlj«y 
cannot  then  be  on  the  retired  list,  because  \hm 
will  be  no  such  hst  in  the  Nary.  They  will  then 
be  in  the  Navy;  and  if  the  law  which  places  ibem 
out  of  the  line  of  promotion  be  repealed,  they  vill 
be  in  a  condition  to  be  promoted.  They  are  not 
on  the  retired  list  or  the  furlough  list,  in  coD8^ 

auence  of  the  exercise  of  the  power  suggesied  by 
le  Senator  from  Florida — the  power  of  the  IW 
ident  or  of  the  Navy  Department  to  furlough 
officers.  They  have  oeen  furloughed  or  retired 
under  the  provisions  of  a  law,  ana  if  that  lav  b; 
repealed,  their  furlough  and  retirement  ceases. 

it  is  said,  however,  that  there  is  no  remedTfor 
those  who  have  been  dropped  or  removed  en- 
tirely .his  said  that  tlie  President,  under  the  Con- 
stitution, has  the  power  to  remove  these  offiwrs, 
and  that  he  has  exercised  it  and  rcmoTed  then. 
According  to  my  opinion,  he  has  not  exercised 
any  power  whicu  he  possesses  under  theCoosii- 
tdtion,  because,  when  tie  turns  out  an  officer  under 
the  power  vested  in  him  by  the  Consiiuiiioo,  he 
is  not  required  to  give  any  reason  for  it.  He  has 
turned  these  officers  out  of  the  Navy  under  the 
power  vested  in  him»  not  by  the  Constitution,  but 
by  the  law  of  the  last  Congress,  which  law  de- 
clares that  they  should  be  turned  out  because  thejr 
were  incompetent  and  unfit  for  service.  Tbatu 
what  they  complain  of.  They  have  been  tried  by 
a  secret  tribunal,  and  the  very  men  who  tried  ikm 
have  been  benefited  by  their  bein?  turned  out  of  th« 
service,  and  have  been  promoted  tliem8elTes;ai)d 
they  have  given  us  no  information  of  the  groandi 
on  which  Uiey  acted. 

Now,  sir,  it  strikes  me  that  the  poasa^ofa 
resolution  of  this  nature  is  due  to  the  boara  itself. 
I  do  not  know  the  members  of  the  board,  bat, 
judging  from  the  eulogies  which  have  been  pro- 
nounced on  them  by  Senators  here,  I  am  satined 
that  a  majority  of  the  members  of  that  boaid 
would  feel  very  unpleasant  if  they  were  wearing 
a  commission  which  was  the  result  of  their  own 
act  in  turning  out  somebody  else,  without  being 
able  and  wiliing  to  give  the  reasons  why  they 
did  so. 

Sir,  when  the  proper  time  comes,  I  shall  loie 
for  the  repeal  of  the  law.  From  the  investi^tion 
which  I  have  given  to  it,  I  re^rd  it  as  a  bad  Ut; 
and  I  think  it  has  not  been  sausfactorily  execuud, 
and  I  shall  therefore  vote  for  its  entire  repeal- 
The  honorable  Senator  from  Maryland  has  lold 
us  that  he  has  taken  the  opinion  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  on  the  subject.  Sir,  1  have  an 
opinion  of  my  own,  and  I  intend  to  be  gormti 
by  it.  The  law  which  has  been  passed  to  drop 
officers,  and  retire  them  for  want  o(  efficiency, 
limits  the  number  of  officers.  If  you  repeal  that 
law,  you  repeal  that  limitation;  and  you  will  then 
have  authority  for  as  many  officers  in  the  ^aTy 
as  you  had  before,  and  there  will  be  vacanciei 
for  the  President  to  do  justice  by  filling.  1  under- 
stand that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  admits  that 
injustice  has  been  done;  then  repeal  the  law, and 
the  President  can  do  justice  by  appointing  ihoie 
who  have  been  wrongly  dealt  with  to  die  vacan- 
cies.    I  shall  go  for  the  repeal  of  j^e  hiw. 

1  do  not  intend,  however,  to  go  into  an  invesu- 

fation  of  the  meriu  of  the  subject  at  pretefli, 
ccause  it  strikes  me  that  that  would  be  i>ut  of 
order.  I  have  not  the  information  which  1  deiir^t 
and  I  wish  to  obtain  it.  Without  dial  informa- 
tion, I  should  not  be  able  to  do  justice  to  ihf 
board,  or  to  those  who  complain  of  ita  actiou. 
This  resolution  asks  for  information.  Why  b<h 
pass  it?  Some  gentlemen  tell  us  the  inforroatw 
IS  not  in  the  Department.  If  so,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  will  say  so.  I  think  it  is  due  to  m 
board  that  the  information  should  be  somewhere. 
I  wish  to  obtain  it,  so  as  to  be  able  to  act  undrf- 
standingly  on  the  question  wiien  it  properly  com** 
up  for  action. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  Mr.  President,  I  shaM,  b^ 
fore  I  sit  down,  move  the  postponement  of  i*^ 

auestion  to  some  future  day,  when  a  debate  upo«j 
le  meri^  of  the  whole  subject  of  ibe  n*"J| 
board  and  its  action  can  more  properly  come  "J" 
fore  the  Senate.  Every  effort  has  becii  m»^ 
hitherto,  by  those  who  are  disposed  to  p^,^^ 
subject  a  fair  and  impartial  investigauon,  wiifi 
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full  knowledge  of  all  the  facts,  after  those  iacts 
shduld  have  been  ascertained  by  a  standing  com- 
mittee— every  eftbrt  has  been  made  to  stave  off  a 
debate  on  this  subject.  But,  sir,  it  has  been  in 
vain.  We  have  protested  again  and  again  that 
the  manner  in  which  the  subject  was  brought  up 
was  irregular;  that  we  had  not  the  mat^rims  ne- 
cessary for  a  proper  debate;  that  it  was  more  con- 
sonant with  propriety  to  await  the  action  of  our 
committee  to  wnich  we  confide  matters  of  this 
kind,  with  confidence  in  its  discretion  and  its  wis- 
dom. Notwithstanding  these  repeated  and  urgent 
appeals  bv  those  who  are  disposed  to  look  calmly 
and  considerately  and  deliberately  into  the  matter, 
scarcely  a  memorial  has  been  presented  here, 
scarcely  a  resolution  has  been  offered  or  a  propo- 
sition made  touchin£;  this  subject,  which  has  not 
been  made  use  of— I  will  not  pretend  to  say  it  is 
with  a  view  of  forestalling  the  public  opinion — 
but  that  has  not  been  made  use  of  for  the  purpose 
of  making  appeals,  which,  by  their  necesseuy 
effect,  must  forestall  publie  opinion,  before  the 
elements  for  the  just  formation  of  a  public  opin- 
ion have  been  afforded  to  the  country. 

Sir,  in  the  remarks  which  I  have  heretofore  had 
occasion  to  submit  to  the  Senate,  I  have  stated 
that  I  desired  to  avoid  the  discussion  because  the 
time  for  it  had  not  come;  and  I  should  not  have 
said  a  word  then,  nor  should  I  say  a  word  now, 
if  the  proposition  made  by  the  Senator  from  Ten- 
nessee had  been  discussed  upon  its  merits  as  a 
proposition  for  information,  and  if  gentlemen  on 
all  sides  of  the  House  had  not  gone  out  of  that 
question  for  the  purpose  of  exanuning  the  general 
subject  again. 

oir,  there  are  some  errors,  it  appears  to  me, 
which  have  been  committed  in  reeara  to  this  matter 
which  the  simplest  inspection  of  the  language  of 
the  law  will  correct.  I  have  it  here  before  me. 
It  is  very  short,  but  1  do  not  mean  to  read  what 
there  is  of  it,  short  as  it  is.  The  first  section 
of  the  law  indicates  the  true  character  of  the 
proceeding  which  Congress  intended  by  the  law 
of  the  last  session  so  clearly,  as  to  make  it  im- 
possible that  anybody,  however  little  habituated 
to  construe  legal  language,  could  by  possibility 
misapprehend  it.     Here  are  the  words: 

"  A»  aoon  a«  practicable  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  »hall  cause  a  board  of  naval 
officers  to  be  assembled,  which  board,  under  such  regula- 
tion* as  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  may  pre»cribc,8baU  make 
a  careful  examination  into  the  efilciency" — 

— not  the  character — but 

"  into  the  efficiency  of  the  officers  of  the  grades  herein- 
after mentioned,  and  shall  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  xhe  names  and  rank  of  all  officers  of  the  said  grades 
who,  in  the  judgment  of  said  board,  shall  be  incapable  of 
perforuiiiig  prompUy  and  efficiently  all  their  du^',  both 
ashore  and  atloat.** 

That  is  what  the  board  was  to  do.  It  was  to 
go  one  step  further,  and  only  one  step  further: 

'<  Whenever  the  board  shall  believe  that  said  incompe- 
tency has  arisen  from  any  cause  implying  sufficient  blame 
on  the  part  of  the  officcrtojustifV  it,  they  shall  recommend 
ttiat  hit!  naqgebe  stricken  altogether  from  the  mils.". 

Now,  sir,  how  stood  the  case  when  this  law 
mras  passed  ?  For  a  quarter  of  a  centur)r  complaints 
had  been  made  in  reference  to  the  eflficicncy  of  the 
Wavy.    On  all  sides  of  this  Chamber,  from  all 
parties,  one  concurrent  report  was  made  to  the 
country,  that  there  was  an  absolute  necessity  for 
reform  in  the  Navy;  and  we  were  told  that,  in  the 
event  of  any  collision  upon  the  ocean,  we  should 
be  exposed  to  the  possibility  of  havine  the  flag  of 
our  country  disgraced  by  reason  of  the  incompe- 
tency of  the  officers  to  whose  care  its  honor  was 
intrusted.    Now  that  a  lawhcis  been  passed  with 
a  view  to  remedy  that  evil,  and  that  its  execution 
haa  taken  place,  we  are  all  forgetting  completely 
the  circumstances  which  existed  prior  to  tne  pas- 
sage of  the  law;  we  are  forgetting  the  condition  of 
the  country  which  called  on  us  imperatively  for 
a  remedy  of  this  kind,  and  lending  our  ears  to  the 
appeals  of  A ,  and  of  B,  and  of  C,  upright  and  hon- 
orable men,  who  may  deserve  the  thanks  of  their 
country,  perhaps,  for  services  performed  in  past 
years,  and  yet  be  totally  inefficient  for  present 
active  service.    We  are  lending  our  ears,  I  say, 
to  these  complaints,  and  are  charmed  by  the  voice 
of  persons  who  appeal  to  us  for  sympathy  or  for 
pity.     We  are  forgettine  our  duty  to  our  country; 
we  are  forgetting  our  duty  to  the  jDublic  service 
of  the  country;  we  are  forgetting  that  which  is 
our  first  and  most  imperative  obligation,  to  pre- 
serve the  ai'm  of  this  country  in  a  condition  in 


which  it  can  strike  efficiently  when  the  hour  for 
action  shall  come. 

We  know  that  the  condition  of  the  Navy  would 
not  have  reached  this  point,  if  there  had  existed 
from  the  beMning  a  retired  or  pension  list  in  our 
country.  We  know  that  for  a  long  series  of  years 
men  of  high  official  position  in  the  Navy  have 
been  retained  in  that  official  position,  because  of 
the  natural  repugnance  in  the  heart  of  any  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  discharge  from  the 
Navy,  without  assistance,  without  pay,  without 
support,  men  who  had  grown  gray  in  the  public 
service,  although  they  might  be  inefficient  at  the 
present  time  for  the  performance  of  duty.  The 
President  had  no  remedy;  he  had  no  means  of 
keeping  up  the  cfliiciency  of  the  Navy,  except  by 
striking  men  from  the  rolls  entirely;  and  naturally 
and  properly  the  Executive  of  this  country,  upon 
all  occasions, has  shrunk  from  the  exercise  ofa pre- 
rogative which  demanded  so  stern  and  so  resolute 
a  sacrifice  of  all  personal  feeling.  The  country, 
perhaps,  would  have  been  dissatisfied  by  any  such 
executive  action.  We  were  therefore  compelled 
to  provide  some  means  by  which  support  snould 
be  accorded  to  those  old  and  faithful  public  offi- 
cers, and,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  efficiency  of 
the  national  arm  on  the  ocean  should  not  be  im- 
paired. 

What  did  we  do.'  We  said:  we  will  provide 
means  for  the  President  to  remove  from  the  Navy 
officers  who  are  inefficient;  we  will  provide  that 
all  whom  the  President  shall  find  inefficient  or 
incompetent  to  do  duty,  shall  be  retired  from 
active  service  on  their  full  leave-of-absence  pay. 
We  do  not  ordou  them  to  be  dismissed  from  the 
Navy.  We  permit  the  President  to  dismiss 
them  from  active  service,  instead  of  dismissing 
them  from  tl>«  Navy;  we  enlarge  the  executive 
prerogative  to  this  extent,  thgt,  instead  of  an  ab- 
solute and  unconditional  dismissal,  he  shall  have 
the  power  to  dismiss  them  to  a  reserved  list  on  pay. 
That  is  the  power  which  we  conferred  on  the 
President.  We  said,  however,  we  are  not  willing 
to  authorize  the  President  to  retire  to  the  reserved 
list  on  pay  men  incompetent  or  inefficient  to  pet- 
form  their  duties,  when  that  incompetency  or  in- 
efficiency has  resulted  from  faults  imputable  to 
themselves.  We  are  not  goin^  to  set  the  example 
of  a  Pension  Bureau  for  inefficient  or  incompetent 
officers,  when  that  incompetency  or  inefficiency 
results  from  their  own  vices  or  crimes,  or  from 
their  own  follies.  And,  therefore,  at  the  same 
time  that  we  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  make  only  a  qualified  dismissal  of  pub- 
lic officers;  at  the  same  time  that  we  extend  his 
prerogative  to  the  extent  of  permitting  him  to 
retire  officers  from  the  Navy  on  pay,  we  tell  him 
that  it  is  not  our  intention  that  he  shall  exercise 
that  prerogative  by  putting  upon  that  favored  re- 
tired list  men  whose  inefficiency  or  incompetency 
is  the  result  of  their  own  vices  or  crimes,  and 
that  the  public  money  is  not  to  be  devoted  to  pen- 
sioning men  like  these. 

That,  sir,  is  the  theory  of  the  law.  What  was 
the  machinery  devised  by  Congress  for  its  execu- 
tion ?  To  whom  were  we  to  commit  the  charge 
of  ascertaining  what  men  could  properly  be  re- 
tired from  the  Navy?  The  President  had  the 
constitutional  power.  There  was  no  necessity 
for  us  to  form  for  him  any  board — any  advisory 
council  at  all.  Suppose  that,  instead  of  passing 
the  law  as  we  have  passed  it,  to  use  the  illustra- 
tion in  part  of  my  friend  from  Mississippi,  [Mr. 
Brown,]  who  so  recently  addressed  the  Senate, 
we  had  said  that  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  should,  in  the  exercise  of  his  executive 
prerogative,  form  these  lists.  As  a  matter  of 
course,  we  know  that  there  is  a  certain  body  of 
officers  who  form  the  executive  council.  We  have 
the  Secretaries  of  the  different  Departments  of 
the  Government,  who  lend  to  the  Executive  the 
aid  of  their  advice  and  counsel.  The  President, 
in  the  exercise  of  the  duty  imposed  on  him  by 
this  law,  would  have  had  the  riffht,  and  could 
undoubtedly  have  resorted,  to  the  advice  and 
counsel  of  his  Cabinet  officers.  What  would  then 
have  been  thought  ofa  resolution  to  call  upon  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  report  to  xis  on 
what  charges,  as  gentlemen  are  pleased  to  term 
them,  officers  have  been  turned  out  of  the  service, 
or  calling  on  the  Executive  of  the  country  to 
report  to  us  the  record  of  what  his  Cabinet  had 
advised  him  to  do  ? 

Surely,  Mr.  President,  that  could  not  have 


been  entertained  for  a  second;  and  yet  what  have 
we  done?  Simply  provided,  pro  hoe  vice,  an 
official  and  advisory  cabinet,  or  ooard,  in  relation 
to  this  particular  subject-matter,  and  have  done 
so  according  to  the  bestof  our  judgment  and  dis- 
cretion, by  the  selection  of  precisely  that  class  of 
individuals  best  adapted,  from  previous  life,  and 
from  experience  and  knowledge  of  the  subject, 
to  give  good  advice.  We  may  have  selected  these 
advisers  wrongly  and  unwisely;  we  may  have 
imposed  upon  them  a  duty  which  it  would  be 
more  prudent  and  statesmanlike  to  have  confided 
to  others;  but  certainly  nothing  has  been  done 
by  Congress,  nothin?  by  the  Senate,  nothing 
have  I  voted  for — and!  voted  for  this  law — which 
I  can  consider,  for  one  moment,  as  ih  derogation 
of  those  principles  of  justice  which  every  man 
has  a  right  to  appeal  to,  be  he  officer  of  the  Navy 
or  not,  in  defense  of  his  life,  of  his  character,  and 
of  his  reputation  before  the  country. 

I  votea  that  the  President  of  the  United  9|tatc8 
should  have  a  list  to  which  he  could  remove  offi- 
cers, without  removing  them  entirely  out  of  the 
service.  I  knew  that  the  President  could  not  re- 
move an  incompetent  officer  without  turning  him 
out  of  the  Navy.  I  voted  for  a  shelter  for  that 
officer.  I  voted  to  give  the  President  a  retired 
list  to  which  he  could  remove  that  officer  instead 
of  placing  him  entire\y  out  of  the  Navy.  I  pro- 
vided, as  far  as  my  vote  could  do  it,  some  subsist- 
ence, some  support,  for  those  old  officers  who  had 
gallantly  fougnt  in  the  service  of  their  country, 
and  who  had  done  their  duty  in  the  vocation 
which  they  had  selected  in  which  to  pass  their 
lives.  But  now,  when,  upon  the  very  face  of 
this  law,  no  person  is  dismissed  from  the  Navy 
except  those  Trom  whose  fault,  inefficiency  or 
incompetency  has  resulted,  when,  upon  the  very 
face  of  the  law,  the  list  that  is  provided  is  specially, 
directly,  literally,  and  expressly  declared  to  be  a 
list  of  men  physically  incompetent  from  no  fault 
of  their  own — men  who  are  removed  from  the 
active  service,  and  put  upon  the  rethred  list,  come 
here  and  complain  to  us  that  thfy  have  been 
placed  before  a  court-martial  and  tried  on  charges, 
and  we  are  toid  that  they  have  been  condemned 
unheard,  and  that  every  principle  of  justice  has 
been  violated,  because  they  were  not  allowed  to 
go  before  this  board,  produce  witnesses,  and  make 
speeches  and  arguments  in  their  defense. 

Sir,  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  exe- 
cution of  the  behests  of  Congre.ss,  has  removed 
officers  from  active  service  under  a  law  which 
expressly  declares  that  they  are  removed  for  no 
fault  of  theirs.  The  law  declares  that  they  are 
removed  because,  without  fault,  they  have  be- 
come inefficient  and  incompetent  to  do  their  duty; 
and  finding  this  to  be  the  case.  Congress  has 
generously  provided  for  them  a  retiring  pension, 
more  liberal  in  its  provisions  than  exists  in  the 
service  of  any  other  country.  I  say,  there  under- 
lies all  these  complaints  of  tne  action  of  Congress 
and  of  this  board,  gross  injustice  and  misappre- 
hension. I  say  more  particularly  is  there  gross 
injustice  done  to  the  officers  of  the  board  who, 
under  the  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
in  conformity  with  the  duty  imposed  on  them, 
and  which  undoubtedly  they  accepted  with  re- 
luctance, have  openly  and  manfully  discharffcd 
their  duty,  and  to  whom,  I  submit  to  my  honorablo 
friend  from  Tennessee,  it  is  not  proper  to  apply 
the  words,  " shirking  from  responsibility.** 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  My  friend  says 
that  gross  injustice  has  been  done  to  this  board. 
I  do  not  mean  to  do  gross  injustice  to  anybody. 
I  have  not  assailed  the  board.  I  desire  that  they 
shall  be  heard.  I  ask  for  nothing  more.  That 
is  the  whole  extent  of  my  resolution.  I  under- 
take, however,  to  say  here,  in  my  place,  without 
intending  any  off*ense  to  anybody,  that  if  all  that 
I  have  heard — and  much  of  which  I  believe  to  be 
true  —  shall  be  found  to  exist,  the  board  will  be 
found  worthy  in  part  of  that  gross  assault  of 
which  my  friend  speaks.  All  I  ask  is,  that  they 
shall  have  a  fair  hearing,  and  that  they  shall  vin- 
dicate themselves  if  they  can.  Why  refuse  to 
riss  the  resolution  ?  Let  us  get  the  information, 
have  made  no  attack  on  the  board.  I  do  not 
mean  to  make  an  attack  on  them  until  they  are 
heard;  but  I  have  reasons  to  satisfy  n\yself  that 
at  least  a  portion  of  tlie  board  acted  from  motives 
and  considerations  which  I  do  not  approve. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  I  have  no  doubt,  Mr. 
President,  that  the  members  of  the  board  who 
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have  not  been  attacked  by  my  honorable  fViesd 
from  Tennesaec,  will  be  exceedingly  nnteful  to 
him  for  the  scruple  which  has  prevented  him  from 
saying  anything  which  could,  by  possibility,  be 
muconstrued  into  an  attack.  He,  nowevcr,  does 
take  occasion  to  say,  in  passing,  that,  if  a  ^rcat 
deal  of  what  he  has  heara  (and  much  or  little  of 
which  I  do  not  know  which  ho  believes)  be  true, 
then  much  of  what  I  consider  gross  injustice  is 
deserved  by  the  board.  Why,  this  is  a  very 
moderate  mode,  and  a  very  efficient  mode,  of  de- 
dining  the  responsibility  for  the  attack,  but  at 
the  same  time  making  it.  I  do  not  mean  to  say 
that  my  friend  h^s  auy  such  intention;  I  know 
he  has  not: 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  None  in  the  world. 
All  I  ask  is,  that  our  friends  will  give  us  the  facts. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  Will  the  Senator  from  Lou- 
isiana name  the  day  to  which  he  wishes  to  post- 
pone this  subject.    I  wish  to  be  heard  upon  it. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  I  will,  if  the  Senator 
winhes  it,  move  now  to  postpone  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  No,  sir.  I  wish  to  know 
whether  the  Senator  will  speak  now,  and  eive 
judgment,  before  he  moves  for  a  hearing.  I  shall 
be  giod  to  hear  the  Senator.  I  am  always  glad 
to  hear  him;  but  I  wish  to  be  heard  also. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  I  ^ill  yield  to  the  sugges- 
tion of  my  friend  from  South  Carolina  by  moving 
the  Airther  postponement  of  this  question,  al- 
though I  did  intend  to  say  something  more  upon 
it.    Until  what  day  shall  I  say  ? 

Mr.  STUART.    Friday. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  The  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Wilson]  isf  entitled  to  the 
floor  to-morrow;  but,  if  it  is  agreeable  to  him,  I 
should  be  glad  that  mv  friend  from  Louisiana 
should  go  on  with  this  debate  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  We  have  two  subjects 
under  discussion — one  the  Elnglish  question,  the 
other  the  question  of  the  naval  board,  and  they 
seem  to  alternate  with  each  other. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  The  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  consents  to  our  proceeding  with 
this  question  to-morrow. 

Mr.  I VERSON.  Before  the  Senator  from  Lou- 
isiana submits  his  motion  for  a  postponement, 
I  would  beg  to  suggest  that  it  would  be  well  to 
act  at  once  upon  the  resolution  of  the  Senator 
from  Tennessee.  We  can  do  no  harm  by  pass- 
ing it.  Let  us  adopt  it  then,  for  it  may  eUcit 
some  information  wnich  will  guide  us  in  tne  dis- 

Cosition  of  this  important  and  delicate  subject; 
ut  I  wish  to  give  notice  that  I  have  a  proposi- 
tion to  present,  which  I  think  will  be  much  more 
efficacious  than  that  of  the  Senator  from  Ten- 
nessee, and  which,  if  adopted  by  the  Senate,  will, 
I  believe,  reach  and  correct  much,  if  not  all,  of 
the  evil  complained  of;  but  I  think  that  proposi- 
tion should  be  presented  in  executive  session; 
indeed,  it  seems  to  me,  that  this  whole  subject 
ought  properly  to  have  been  debated  in  executive 
rather  than  in  open  session.  I  therefore  give 
notice  to  the  Senator  from  Louisiana  that,  if  he 
will  withdraw  his  motion  to  postpone  the  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution  offered  oy  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee,  and  let  the  question  be  taken 
upon  that  resolution,  and  let  it  be  passed,  when 
the  Senate  meets  affoin,  and  an  opportunity  pre- 
sents itself,  I  shall  move  to  go  mto  executive 
session,  and  thercpresent  my  proposition  to  which 
I  have  alluded.  Then  the  whole  subject  can  come 
up  and  be  fully  debated.  I  think  that  is  the 
proper  plan.  Let  us  take  the  question  upon  the 
resolution  of  the  Senator  from  Tennessee. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  Why  it  is  upon  that  very 
proposition  that  we  are  speaking.  It  is  that  we 
are  combating,  and  the  debate  is  not  closed  upon 
it  yet.  The  proposition  of  the  Senator  from 
Georgia  is  to  take  a  vote  upon  it  now. 

Mr.  IVERSON.  I  have  not  heard  an v  objec- 
tion to  the  merits  of  the  proposition  itself,  but  it 
has  given  rise  to  a  debate  on  the  general  subject. 
Am  1  to  understand  that  the  Senator  from  Louis- 
iana objects  to  eliciting  information  ? 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  I  most  decidedly  object  to 
the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Greorgia. 
I  think  ne  misapprehends  the  effect  of  it. 

Mr.  IVERSON.  I  withdraw  what  I  have  said. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  I  move  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  this  subject  until  Mon- 
day. 

Mr.  BUTLER.     Allow  me  to  ask,  shall  we 


discuss  it  fully  without  the  report  of  my  friend 
from  Florida? 

Mr.  FISH.    It  has  been  discussed. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  I  am  willing  to  let  the 
whole  discussion  ^o  over  until  we  receive  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  BUTLER.    I  would  prefer  that. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  would  not  ob- 
ject to  that,  but  for  the  fact  that  I  wish  to  get  this 
information  at  once. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  It  will  come  in  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  The  committee 
ought  to  have  the  information.  Why  not  pass 
the  resolution?  Gentlemen  tell  us  we  want  in- 
formation to  enable  us  to  arrive  at  conclusions. 
Why  not  get  the  information  ?  If  the  Depart- 
ment have  no  information  on  tlie  subject,  the  res- 
olution will  do  no  harm.  If  they  have  inform- 
ation, let  us  get  it. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN. '  I  will  inform  my  friend 
from  Tennessee  that  all  the  information  that  can 
be  got  on  the  subject,  whether  under  his  resolu- 
tion or  by  any  other  process,  will  be  undoubtedly 
obtained  by  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, 
without  the  aid  of  his  resolution;  and  I  therefore 
see  no  object  in  it,  except  as  a  peg  to  hang  debate 
upon.  If  it  is  to  be  kept  before  the  Senate  for 
the  purpose  of  hanging  debate  upon  it,  I  wish  to 
hang  a  smallportion  of  debate  on  it  myself. 

IVIr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Then  why  not 
pass  the  resolution, and  quit  hanging  debates  on  it? 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  My  proposition  is  to  post- 
pone it  until  after  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  But  the  resolu- 
tion seeks  for  information,  and  (wish  to  get  that 
information  in  advance,  in  order  to  allow  the 
committee  to  report  upon  the  information  thus 
obtained.  If  you  want  to  hang  speeches,  hang 
them  on  any  horn  you  please;  but  I  wish  to  ob- 
tain this  information  before  the  committee  make 
a  report.  I  protest  a^nst  their  reporting  until 
they  get  the  information.  This  is  simply  an  in- 
quiry to  ascertain  whether  there  is  information. 
Nobody  can  object  to  it.  As  the  Senator  from 
Georgia  [Mr.  Iterson]  says,  no  objection  has 
been  made  to  the  merits  of  the  proposition.  All 
the  objection  that  has  been  urged  is  to  the  conse- 
ciuenccs  that  arc  deduced  from  it.  If  there  is  no 
information ,  the  resolution  is  harmless.  If  there 
is  any,  the  committee  ought  to  have  it,  in  order 
to  make  a  sensible  report  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  1  hope  there  will  be  some 
general  understanding  as  to  when  the  debate  on 
this  subject  shall  be  resumed,  and  that  the  inti- 
mation made  by  my  honorable  friend  from  Lou- 
isiana will  be  acceded  to,  and  that  the  debate  will 
not  be  continued  until  we  get  all  the  information 
that  can  be  conveyed  to  the  Senate  by  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs.  I  do  not 
wish  this  controversy  to  assume  anything  like  a 
partisan  character,  because  we  all  have  to  form 
our  judgments  upon  it.  I  do  not  say  that  I  have 
formed  my  judgment  on  this  matter,  and  I  want 
full  information  on  the  subject. 

My  fiiend  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Iverson]  says 
we  might  as  well  pass  the  resolution  now,  be- 
cause uiere  is  no  objection  to  it.  Why,  sir,  that 
is  the  very  thing  my  honorable  friend  from  Lou- 
isiana is  undenakmg[  to  show  is  the  mischief. 
The  remark  of  my  friend  from  Greqrgia  reminds 
me  very  much  of  an  Anecdote  which  Mr.  Web- 
ster used  to  relate  of  one  of  his  clients.  After  he 
had  made  his  speech  to  the  jury,  the  client  said 
to  him,  "  Now  let  the  jury  decide,  for  there  never 
was  a  clearer  case  in  the  world.  "*  [Laughter.} 

I  wish  to  hear  all  sides,  and  to  get  afl  the  in- 
formation I  can.  I  wish  to  exempt  myself  from 
every  objection  which  is  made  to  the  board.  We 
object  that  they  decided  upon  rumor,  that  they 
decided  upon  **I  have  heard  so  and  so;"  and 
they  could  not  complain  very  well,  if  we  were  to 
decide  upon  what  we  have  heard  of  them;  but  I 
wish  to  obtain  all  the  information  that  can  be  got 
by  a  careful  committee;  and  when  their  report 
shall  come  under  consideration,  1  may  submit 
some  propositions  in  regard  to  it. 

I  wish  to  have  a  general  understanding  that 
a  day  certain  shall  be  fixed  when  the  report  will 
come  in  and  be  debated,  and  when  we  can  make 
our  propositions.  I  know  the  common  style 
now-A-dnys  is  to  build  the  piasza  before  you  erect 
the  houne.     We  have  haa  debates  here  on  war 


and  peace,  and  on  the  naval  board,  without  any 
practical  proposition  one  way  or  the  other,  pi 
myself,  I  object  to  this  whole  course  of  pn)c«d- 
ing.  I  enter  a  caveat  against  it.  As  far  as  each 
Senator  who  presents  a  petition  or  memorial  on 
this  subject  explains  it,  that  is  proper  enough; 
hut  I  suppose  when  we  get  up  to  make  a  **7ev 
remarks,"  as  we  generally  say,  on  a  petition  or 
memorial,  it  is  very  hard  for  us  to  stop,  and  ve 
find  it  very  difficult  to  curb  ourselves,  lam  afraid 
we  are  very  much  like  the  Numidion  cavalry,  vbo 
charged  with  all  spurs  and  no  bndle.[  Laughter.] 

Mr.  BElNJAMtN.  I  move  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject  uotD  Monday. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate 
adjourned.      

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  February  6, 1856. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approred. 
WITHDRAWAL  OF  PAPERS. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Illinois.  I  ask  leave  of  the 
House  to  withdraw  from  the  files  of  this  Hook 
certain  papers  relating  to  the  heirs  of  ApoUoi 
Cooper,  deceased,  for  the  purpose  of  haying  them 
presented  to  the  Senate,  where  a  majority  of  the 
papers  are  on  file. 

Ther^  being  no  objection,  the  papers  were  with- 
drawn. 

ELECTION  OP  PRINTER. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  I  ask  that  the  House  r^ 
sume  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  which  I 
submitted  yesterday,  in  relation  to  the  election  of 
a  public  printer,  and  on  which  I  dcnumded  the 
previous  question. 

The  SPEAKER.  Under  the  rules  of  the  Hooie 
adopted  yesterday,  the  first  business  in  order,  the 
Chair  understands,  is  the  calling  of  the  Statetfbr 
resolutions. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Tennessee.  I  would  like  to 
inouire  from  the  Chair,  would  not  thebusineuin 
order  be  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Bivgham  ?]  I  want  to  try  and  get  him 
to  withdraw  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  House  will  speciaHv 
direct  that  course,  it  may  proceed  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  resolution  offered  by  the  gendemio 
from  Ohio.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  propoees 
that  the  House  resume  the  consideiation  of  the 
resolution  relating  to  the  election  of  a  public 
printer. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Tennessee.  I  ask  the  gentle- 
man fh>m  Ohio  to  withdraw  his  resolutioo.  1 
appeal  to  him  to  do  so. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  rise  to  a  qoeiUon  of 
order.  I  desire  to  know  whether,  as  we  haw 
yesterday  adopted  our  rules,  the  attention  of  the 
Chair  has  been  called  to  a  rule,  to  be  found,  I  be 
lieve,  on  page,  160,  which  provides  that,  in  the 
election  of  all'  officers  except  mcraben  of  the 
House, there  shall  be  a  previous  nomination?  I 
ask  whether  the  Chair  does  not  construe  that  to 
mean  that,  whether  we  elect  tiva  voeef  or  by  ballot, 
there  should  be  a  nomination  previously?  It  »• 
of  no  great  consequence,  but  it  seems  that  the 
election  should  be  nad  in  that  way. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  resolution  of  the  e«- 
tlcman  from  Ohio  involves,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Chair,  an  election  which,  under  the  rules  of  th« 
House,  must  bo  viva  voce.  . 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Tennessee.  Do  I  understand 
the  Chair  to  decide  the  resolution  in  order?     . 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  guestion  of  order  u 
presented,  the  Chair  will  decide  it. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  raise  the  quesuon  of 
order,  because  I  want  it  decided.  Whatcwr  u 
the  decision  of  the  Chair  I  shall  acquiesce  in  if. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  quesuon  of  order  beine 
raised,  the  Chair  decides  that  the  resoluUonol 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Bikgbam]  h  »»» 
in  order  under  the  rule.  . . 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  Is  it  in  onkr 
now  to  submit  a  resolution  in  relation  to  theruiei 
of  the  House  ?  .      . 

Th6  SPEAKER.  The  business  first  m  order, 
there  being  no  standing  committees  upon  wokb 
the  Chair  can  call  for  reports,  is  to  call  the  States 
for  resolutions.  -    . 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  beg  leave  to  oStr  • 
resolution.  ,  .,  ,. 

The  SPEAKER.    It  wiU  bs  received  if  »• 

objection  be  made. 
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I  read  for  infonDalioD,  i 


House  u  &  ipecJ^  Older 

Mr.STEPHENS.  lobjecttotheiDtrpduction 
uTthBl  reBolution  u  it  hu  iiuit  been  rend.  1  will 
Male,  howcTer,  to  the  ^nueniRn  from  Ohio  that 
1  hare  no  objection  (o  the  appointmenl  of  such  a 
cDmniittee,  but  I  do  not  eanoent  to  that  pDrtioQ 
at  the  resolution  which  ^ves  them  (he  power  to 
report  at  my  time.  1  tfaiok  iti>  very  well  to  have 
•ocb  a  commitlee,  but  I  am  not  willing  to  give 


Hou 


o^thc 


Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  think  it  is  a  matter  of 
great  conaequenee  that  we  should  reserve  the 
tight  to  modify  the  rules  of  the  House;  and,  as  I 
understand  (he  rules  we  have  adopted,  it  will  be 
ntterty  impossible  to  modify  them  without  a  vote 
of  two  thirds,  unlesB  we  adopt  some  such  provis- 
ion as  is  conuiined  in  this  resolution,  giving  ihem 
power  to  report  at  any  time. 
_  Mr.  SMITH,  ofTi^nneaaee.  I  rise  to  a  q^ues- 
tion  of  order.  I  ask  if  there  is  any  proposition 
before  the  House  apon  which  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  can  submit  hia  remarks^ 

The  SPEAKEit.    The  resolution  of  the  gen- 
tleman froni  Ohio  is  not  in  order  unless  by  unan- 


"U."i 


t  accede  to  the 


.  CAMPBELL.    1  do 
modification . 

The  SPEAKER.  Then  the  resolution  is  not 
in  order.  The  business  before  the  House  is  the 
call  of  Ills  SlBles  for  resolution  s. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Tennessee.  I  rise  (o  a  privi- 
leged cjueslion.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
proceed  viva  met  t«  the  election  of  public  printer, 
andupon  that  motion  I  demand  the  previous  qnes- 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  desire  the  attention  of 
the  gentleman  from  Tenncsaee  for  one  minute,  i 
I  have  no  objection  to  the  motion,  that  llie  House  ' 
proceed  immedinlely  lo  the  election  of  a  public  ; 
printer,  but  I  do  object  to  bis  calling  the  previouj 
ijueaiioD  upon  the  motion.  I  object  moat  decid- 
edly lo  this  mode  of  doing  business — for  gentle- 
men to  introduce  propositians  here,  and  without 
giving  any  opportunity  lo  consider  or  to  suggest 
modification  a,  to  move  the  previous  questiau.  I 
•ak  the  ^nlJeman  from  Tennessee  to  withdraw 
the  demand  for  the  previous  question. 
Mr.  SMITH.  1  do  not  withdrew  the  demand. 
The  previous  question  waa  then  seconded,  and 
the  main  question  ordered  la  be  now  put. 

The  question  was  token ,  and  the  resolution  was 

'        The  House  then  proceeded  lo  the  execution  of 
Us  order. 

The  Speaker  appointed  Meaars.  Ci*ule,Biho- 
■AM,  WHEiLaH,andCoLrAx,  toaet  aa  telleni. 
He  then  announced  that  nominaiiona  were  in 

Mr.  BINGHAM  nominated  Oron  Folleit,  of 
Ohio. 

Mr.  WHEELER  nominated  Cornelius  Wen- 
dell, of  Washington  eiiy. 

Mr.  CULLENnominatedIfatlianSergeant,of 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  CARLILE.  I  deure  to  place  in  noinin- 
■lion,  for  public  printer  of  this  House,  a  gentle- 
man whose  character  for  honesty  is  inferior  to 

Several  MaiiaEHa  called  Mr.  C.  to  order. 

Mr.  CARLILE.  Iwasnotaware  thatit  was 
not  in  order  to  introduce  remarks  in  connection 
ivith  nominaiiona.  1  then  present  the  name  at 
Robert  Farnham,  of  this  cily,  who  is  a  practical 

Mr.  WHEELER.  Idesire  lossy  thai  the  gen- 
tleman, whose  name  I  have  presented,  is  also  a 
practical  printer. 

Mr.  DDNN  nominated  John  T.  Defrees,  of 
Indiana. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  desire  to  obtain  aome 
iufonnation  from  the  i»«per  source,  in  reference 
to  thMe  gentlemen  who  b«vs  been  placed  in  nom- 


instion.    I  desire  to  know  whether  they  arc  prac- 
tical printers? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  must  stale  that, 
inasmuch.  i>s  the  House  has  ordered  the  main 
question  to  be  now  put,  no  debate  is  in  order. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  will,  however,  bs 

Ertniiied  to  propound  his  questions  if  no  objection 
made. 

Several  MsHsisa  objected. 

Mr.  LLNDLEY  nominated  John  T.  Towers, 
of  Washington  city. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  I  think  the  House 
ought  to  be  put  in  poBseasion  of  some  information 
touching  these  gentlemen  who  have  been  put  in 
nomination  for  public  printer. 

TheSPEAKER.  Nodcbateisinorderexcept 
by  unanimous  consent.     [Cries  of  "  Object!"] 

Mr.  SPINNER.  I  nominated  Francia  P.  Blair, 
Jr.,  of  Missouri. 

The  House  then  proceeded  t 


fMlyTuc: 


B.  Ridgwiir. 

i.  tVsuonV.cH. . 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Ur.  roUrif— Me»n.  Albrigtil,  Alli»n,  Ball,  Btrlwur, 
HcniT  Benoeil,  Beiuon,  fii1lin(hura(,  Binghim,  Blidnp, 
BIfH,  Dndiluw,  BrenioD,  Bruom,  BuOnUui.  Barlingiune, 
Jama  H.  Cam iibeU.LewuD.CDniplielJ.ChairH.CIaimn, 
Caiiai,Corod«,Cra|in,Cunl>acli,  Day,  Dean,  Dick,Dlpfe- 
•nn,  Dodd,  Durr<^e,  Fl^tei,  GUlonif,  GIddinn,  Gilbert, 
Granger,  Hirtsn,  Holloway,  Thomu  R-Honon,  Hnwam, 
Kabcf ,  ICaBpp,KDi(l»,Kiiawlicin,Knai,Lelier,  MsoAMn , 
McCarty,  HencbuD,  Mwiu,  Man,  Munay,  NiclnH,  Nor- 
ton, Parker,  Pelloa,  Peny,  Peuil,  PlUe, Phcjle,  Pii.vi«n:(, 
RJKliic,  Rnbliini,  Bihin,  Bue.Sspp,  Bknnawi,  Simmoni, 
Stinlon,  Tapnan.  TJionnitan,  Tyun,  Wado,  Wakr-maa, 
Waltnidge,  (Tulmladei  C,  Wuhbumr,  E^libu  B.  Wub- 
bume,T«ael   Waatabum',   Wiuon,  Welcb,  Wood,  and 

-     ■■    "■' Aiken,  Alien,  BatludiUe,  Htnd- 


>rd,UBvidtion,noi 

ipinni  Hall,  Ruiphm  W.  H*rn>,  mum 
nan,  Houiton,  Jewell,  George  tv.  Joni 
■■  -   -  -      -  Bupiiin,  Hanioel  r 

WBOBle'^'w'uuli 


!.  Hsrric.Vbomu 


•on,  Hoideesl  Oliver,  Peek,  Plielpi,  Qullmao,  Runn, 
Sum,  Sandldgc,  Savage,  Beward,  Blianer,  Bamunl  A.  BiniUi, 
WlUfaua  SnilUi,  Slepfru,  Stewart,  Talbou,  Tnylor ,  Tliara- 
ton,  ViU,  Warner,  WatliiM,  "'-"-  >■"-—.—  im*:— i — 
Dnnlcl  B.  Wrlgbl,  -     -  •  ■ 


,  _. .nmunt — .Menra.  jDbn  P.  Campbell,  Cartlle, 

Bayard  Claik,  Coi,  11.  Winter  Dsrus  Enni,  J.  .Mwiteon 
Uurii,  Haniian,  Holfoiaa,  Aleiander  S.Hanhali,]t>ndy, 
Rlcaud,  BobiHn,  William  R.  BinlUi,  Bwope,  Underwood, 
Wulkei,  and  Zollicoffei, 

Fat  Ur.  Brrtrml^Mtmn.  Esn  Clark,  CollCD,  Dsn- 
rel],  Heuy  M.  Fnller,  KUIian  MUler,  Mlllwaid,  MooUl, 
Porter,  Todd,  Wbitnry,  and  WiHidrulT. 

FarUr.  nurf—Meun.  Haven, Lake,Llndler,  Pain*, 
Punrear,  BeailF,  and  Trippe. 

Frr  Ml.  Dtfrttt—Mant.  Dunn,  Htce,HDrapllR]'Mar- 

For  Ur.  K^— Man.  Giso  and  Siinner. 

Far  Mr.  3^tM-Mr.  Ethrridrce. 

Fir  Mr.  Prek—Mt.  Andrew  OUvar. 

Fit  Mr.  TVoter— Mr.  PowcU. 

Far  Mr.  JUdrmy— Mr.  Riven. 

For  Mr.  IFeU— Mr.  Pennington. 
Pending  the  call  of  the  roll, 
Mr.  CHAFFEE  stated  that  his  colleague,  Mr. 
CoHiHs,  was  detained  at  home  by  aickneaa,  and 
was  unable  to  be  present  and  vols  on  this  occa- 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maasaehuaetis,  alaled  that  be 
had  paired  off  with  Mr.  Caiiie. 

Mr.  BO(X)CK  said  that  he-had  been  requealed 
by  hia  colleague,  Mr.  C*ieie,  toaiate  that  lie  hod 
paired  off  with  Mr.  Davii,  of  Masaachuaeila, 
until  the  15th  of  this  month. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Pennsylvania,  stated  that  he 
had  paired  od'  with  his  collesgue,  Mr.  K(fnebl. 

Mr.  STRANAHAN  stated  that  he  had  paired 
off  with  Mr,  WiLLUMi. 

Mr.  TRAFTON  slated  that  he  had  pained  off 
for  a  week  with  Mr,  Sneed. 

Mr.  BALL  stated  that,  afler  this  vote,  he  had 
paired  off  with  Mr.  Talbott  for  the  reniaindcr 
of  this  week  and  the  two  succeeding  weeks. 


Mr.  WaEEMax,aRepTesentativef>omthe  Stale 
of  New  York,  appeared  during  the  calling  of  the 
roll,  end  qualijied  by  taking  the  oatli  to  support 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

The  House  proceeded  to  vote  rivs  voee  a  second 
time  for  printer,  with  the  foUowingreault;  Whole 
number  of  votes,  191;  necessary  to  a  choice,  96; 
of  which — 


Robert  Funlmni. . . 


So  there  waa  no  choice. 

The  following  ia  the  vote  in  detail; 

For  Mr.  F»UtU~Memn.  AlbH^l,  Alluon,  Bubonr, 
Benson,  BlUinglmnl,  Bingham,  B1i«,  Brvnton,  BunDUni, 
Budingam',  Jamoi  H.  Campbell,  Lrwla  D.  Campbell,  Char- 
he,  Clawmn,  Colhi,  Covnde,  Ciagin,  Oambaek,  Day, 
Dean,  Dick,  nickton,  Dodd,  Duifee,  Flagler,  Galloway, 
Rlddlngi,  OUhen,  Gnnger,  Grow,  Harlan,  Hollowly, 
TliDniBi  B-  Uonon,  Homid,  Kelier,  Rouip,  Knlglit, 
KiHmlion,  Kdoi,  teller,  Msuesoa,  MeCarty,  Meaeham, 
Morgan,  Mortill,  Moti,  Mumy,  Nieboli,  Nonon,  Parker, 
Pelton,  Pruy,  ttalt.  Pike,  Prlngle,  Purviance,  Rilcbie, 
Uobbiiu,  Babin,  Sage,  Bipp,  BbeniBn,  BlminoiiB,  Bianioa, 
Tappan,  TiKiringian,  W^,  WakcDum,  WaHnidr-,  Wnl- 
diiin,  CidwalBdei  C.  Waibbume,  Eiunn  B.  Warbbunw, 
Iirael  Waibbum,  Wbimh,  Welch,  Wood,  and  IVood- 


ipkin,  Sannel  B.  i 


Kler.  nUo 


,  RDM,  ^dl^,  Bai-an,  ^waidl 

A.  Bmilh,  WUHaiB  ^mltb,  Biephena, 
n.  Vail,  Warner,  Waikina,  Weill, 
ielB.Wrigl         '■  ■     "■  ' 


r,  Daniel  B.Wrlghlr  and  Joba  V.  VV'iMU. 

HI — M«en.  Bionu,  John  P.  CampMll, 

rk,CDi,Bvani>,IlenivM.PBller,J.1lor- 
n»B  niuni,  nairieon,  Hafftnan,  LiBUey,  Alexander  K. 
Mar>liall,Millward, Paine,  Beady,  Rietnd,WilUaiBSinidi, 
Trippe,  Underwood,  Walker,  Whlmey,  and  ZoUlcolRr. 
For  Mr.  StTiKmt~Mem%.  Esa  Clark,  Collen,  Uanreli, 

~        r.  Beads,  BoMboo,  Todd,  Tyion, 

■ra.  Dnaa,  Lake,  Maee,  Hunphrer 


ind  Wooiinifl'. 


Far  Mr.  Tnmt—Mtm 

jVTifr.  Pk*— Mr.  An 
For  Mr.  WeM—Mr.  P' 


I,  Keniiett,  .Fonar,  and 


•r.  Sfafr— Mr.  Spii 


CKMAN  stated  that,  after  this  vote, 

he  hod  paired  off  for  the  rest  of  the  day  with  his 

colleague,  Mr.  BaAnaBAW. 
The  House  then  proceeded  to  vote  civa  vott  a 

third  time  for  printer,  with  the  following  result; 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  189;  necessary  to  a 

choice,  95;  of  which — 

Onn  Folleit  received 74 

Cofnellna  Wendsn A 

BAben  Fambam BS 

NubanBernanl U 

JobnD.  Densea T 

R.BbKwiy. 3 

iaredV.  Peek 1 

J.Wotaon  WeU 1 

Beverlr  Tucker. 1 

PrBaetiP.BlBlr,Jr 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  foIlowiuEisthe  vote  indetail: 
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Smith  Miller,  Millson.  Mordecai  Oliver,  Peck,  Phelps, 
Quitman,  Rumn,  Rust,  Sondidse,  Savufe,  Seward,  Shorter, 
Baniuel  A.  SiiiiiJi,  William  Smith,  StephenB,  Stewart,  Tay- 
lor, Thurston,  Vail,  Warner,  WaUcimt,  Wells,  Wheeler, 
Winelow,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  and  John  V.  Wright. 

For  Mr.  Famhmn — Mcwrf .  Broom,  John  P.  Campbell, 
Carlile,  Bayard  Clark,  Cox,  Etheridge,  Evanii,  J.  Morrison 
Harris,  Harrison;  Keunett,  Lake,  Alexander  K.  Marshall, 
Paine,  Porter,  Puryear,  Ready,  Ricaud,  William  R.  Smitli, 
Bwone,  Trippe,  T>'«on,  Underwood,  Walker,  Whitney, 
and  Zolliconer. 

For  Mr.  Serjeant— yt&stfn.  Ezra  Clark,  CuUen,  Damrell. 
Haven,  Hufluian,  Killiao  Miller,  Robiaon,  Todd,  Wood,  ana 
Woodrufi*. 

For  Mr.  De/rrcs— Messrs.  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Dunn, 
Lindley,  Mace,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Millward,  and  Scott. 
•  For  Mr.  Ridgway^Me&sn.  Henry  M.  Fuller,  Reade,  and 
Rivers. 

For  Mr.  Peck— Mr.  Andrew  Oliver. 

For  Mr.  IFebb — Mr.  Pennington. 

For  Mr.  T^tcker— Mr.  Powofi. 

For  Mr.  Blair— Mr.  Spinner. 

Pending  the  call  of  the  roll, 
Mr.  CHAFFEE  stated  that  he  had  paired  off 
with  Mr.  Kelly. 

WOOD  FOR  THE  POOR. 

» 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  A  message  has 
been  received  from  the  Senate,  annquncing  that 
a  resolution  has  passed  that  body  maKing  a  small 
appropriation  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  fuel 
to  prevent  the  poor  cnilaren  of  this  city  and  of 
Gkoi^etown  from  freezing  to  death. 

Mr.  LETCHER.    I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  ask  that  the  resolution 
may  be  taken  up  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  My  point  is,  that  it  is  not 
in  order  to  do  so  while  the  vote  is  going  on  for 
printer. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  hope  no  man  will  object 
to  action  upon  a  proposition  such  as  this. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  understands  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  to  ask  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  tlie  House  to  take  up  the  Senate  resolu- 
tion making  an  appropriation  for  the  relief  of  the 
suffering  poor  ot  tlic  cities  of  Washington  and 
Georgetown. 

Mr.  LETCHER.    I  object. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  will  withdraw  his  objection,  and  allow 
the  House  to  take  a  vote  upon  it.  I  will  meet  the 
gentleman  on  his  **  Yiiginia  constitutional  abstrac- 
tions" when  the  proposition  comes  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Let  us  elect  a  printer  first, 
and  it  will  be  soon  enough  to  take  up  the  resolu- 
tion afterwards. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  The  printing  is  not  suffer; 
ing,  whilst  the  poor  around  us  are.  freezing  to 
death. 

The  SPEAKER.     Debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  DAVIDSON.  I  will  give  ten  dollars;  let 
others  do  the  same,  and  there  will  be  no  neces- 
sity for  this  resolution. 

Mr.  BOYCE.  Let  members  pay  it  out  of  their 
own  pockets. 

Mr.  FLAGLER.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

Mr.  SAPP.    I  call  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  GallowaT) 
and  Harris  of  Maryland,  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  tlie  tellers  re- 
ported—ayes 6fi,  noes  50. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  at  half  past 
two  o'clock  the  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow 
at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 


IN  SENATE. 
Thursday,  February  7,  1856. 
Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Henry  C.  Dean. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved . 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  have  a  memorial  from 
Daniel  Draper  &  Son,  of  Boston,  owners  of  the 
foreign-built  bark  St.  Harlarapy,  praying  to  be 
allowed  a  register  for  her  under  the  name  of  Mon- 
mouth, she  having  been  repaired  in  the  United 
States.  As  this  is  a  matter  of  direct  practical 
importance  to  these  parties,  I  take  the  liberty  of 
asking  my  friend,  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce,  [Mr.  Hamlin,]  to  be  good 
enough  to  give  attention  to  the  subject  as  soon 
as  possible. 

The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
©n  Commerce. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  have  been  requested  to  prc- 
aent  the  petition  of  Thomas  Hoys  and  William 


Guinand,  watchmen  at  the  Observatory,  asking 
for  additional  compensation  under  the  law  increas- 
ing the  salaries  of  the  employes  in  the  executive 
departments.  It  is  agreed,  on  all  hands,  that 
they  were  within  the  spirit  of  that  law.  I  move 
that  the  petition  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JAMES  presented  the  petition  of  John  S. 
Ormsbce,  heir  of  John  Spurr,  an  officer  in  the 
Army  of  the  Revolution,  praying  to  be  allowed 
the  commutation  pay  to  which  his  ancestor  was 
entitled ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims. 

Also,  th^  petition  of  Elizabeth  Pinninger,  one 
of  the  heirs  of  Thomas  Arnold ,  an  officer  in  the 
Army  of  the  Revolution,  prayinc  to  be  allowed 
the  commutation  pay  to  which  he  was  entitled; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  desire  to  present  the  petition 
of  George  R.  Gray,  a  lieutenant  in  tiie  Navy  of 
the  United  States,  who  has  been  placed  on  the 
retired  list,  with  furlough  pay,  by  the  action  of 
the  late  naval  board.  He  complains  of  that  action 
as  unjust  to  him,  and  says  he  is  ignorant  of  the 
cause.  I  believe  he  has  been  at  sea  or  on  actual 
shore  da|y  for  sixteen  years  and  eight  months  out 
of  a  period  of  twenty-two  years  and  nine  months, 
during  which  he  has  been  in  the  Navy.  He  asks 
for  a  favorable  consideration  of  his  case  by  the 
Senate.  I  move  that  his  petition  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ADJOURNMENT  OVER. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  STUART,  it  was 

Ordered.  That  when  the  Senate  adjourns  to-day,  it  be  to 
meet  ou  Monday  next. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  GEYER,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Nathaniel  Motherabead, 
prnjrjnff  for  a  {tension  for  scnicc*  duriiiR  the  last  war  with 
Great  uritnin,  be  withdrawn  fh>Di  the  files  of  the  Benate, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

INCREASE  OF  THE  NAVY. 
Mr.  CASS  submitted  th^  following  resolution 
for  consideration: 

Resohedj  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affkirs  be  in- 
structPd  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  provision 
for  increa^ng  the  Navy  of  the  United  States. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  DODGE,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Anson  Dart;  which  was  read  twice 
by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  DODGE,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
change  the  terms  of  the  United  States  court  for 
Wisconsin,  and  to  compensate  the  judge;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  DODGE,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  sale  of  the  Government  lands  at  the 
Stockbridge  reservation.  State  of  Wisconsin,  and 
the  issuing  of  patents  to  the  lands  in  said  reserv- 
ation; which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Indian  -Arffairs. 

Mr.  GEYER,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
authorize  and  direct  the  settlement  of  the  account 
of  the  Bank  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  for  money 
advanced  for  tlic  subsistence  and  transportation 
of  volunteers;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  BAYARD,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
to  provide  for  the  public  printing,  engraving,  and 
binding;  which  was  reau  twice  by  its  title,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  MALLORY,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Appalach- 
icola;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

M/".  WELLER,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
to  alter  and  amend  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to 
establish  a  circuit  couft  of  the  United  States  in 
and  for  the  State  of  California;"  which  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  WELLER,  by  unanimous  consent,  pre- 


vious notice  not  having  been  ^iven,  a^^kcd  and 
obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  concerning  the 
branch  mint  at  San  Francisco,  and  authorizing  the 
issue  of  new  gold  coins;  which  was  read  twice  by 
its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

GEORGE  P.  MARSH. 

Mr.  FOOT,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  56)  directing  payment  to  Greorge  P.  Marsh, 
for  judicial  aenrices  rendered  by  him,  under  the 
act  of  Uth  of  August,  1848,  while  Minister  Resi- 
dent to  the  Ottoman  Porte;  which  was  read  a  first 
time,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  FOOT.  Before  making  the  request  which 
I  intend  to  make,  that  this  bill  may  at  once  be 
put  on  its  passage,  I  desire  to  submit  a  few  words 
of  explanation  in  reference  to  it.  The  bill  simply 
directs  thcSccretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  the  settle- 
ment of  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Marsh,  as  Minister 
residentat  Constantinople,  to  make  him  an  allow- 
ance, at  the  rate  of  $1,000  per  annum,  in  consid- 
eration of  tlie  judicial  services  performed  by  him 
while  he  was  the  American  Minister  at  the  Ottoman 
Porte, and  which  were  imposed  upon  him  by  the 
act  of  11th  Aufi^ust,  1848,  entitled  **  An  act  to  carry 
into  effect  certain  provisions  in  the  treaties  between 
the  United  States  and  China  and  the  Ottoman 
Porte,  giving  certain  judicial  powers  to  ministers 
and  consuls  of  the  United  States  in  those  coun- 
tries.*' That  act,  afVer  investing  the  American 
Commissioner  and  consuls  in  China  with  judicial 
authority,  under  the  treaty  of  3d  July,  1844,  aiMl 
Hefining  their  jurisdiction  and  powers,  declares, 
in  the  eighteenth  section,  that,  in  consideration 
of  the  additional  duties  thus  imposed,  there  shall 
be  paid  to  the  Commissioner,  annually,  the  sum 
of  $1,000  in  addition  to  his  salary;  and,  for  the 
same  reason ,  that  a  like  sum  shall  be  paid  annually 
to  each  of  the  consuls  in  China,  in  addition  to 
their  fees. 

The  act  then  proceeds,  in  the  twenty-second  sec- 
tion, to  extend  its  provisions — ^so  far  as  it  relates 
to  crimes  committed  by  citizens  of  the  United 
States — to  Turkey,  under  the  treaty  of  1830  with 
that  Government,  and  to  invest,  ex  officio,  the 
American  Minister  at  the  Sublime  Porte  and  the 
consuls  with  the  same  jurisdiction  and  powers; 
but  is  silent  in  respect  to  any  additional  compen- 
sation on  account  of  those  aaditional  aorviq^es.  It 
ip  understood  that  this  section  was  added  by  way 
of  amendment  to  the  original  bill,  after  it  had 
been  reported;  and  that  its  silence  as  to  compen- 
sation was  an  accidental  omission,  or  that  it  was 
supposed  that  the  imposition  of  the  same  addi- 
tional duties  upon  the  Minister  and  consols  in 
Turkey,  which  had  been  imposed  in  a  preceding 
section  upon  the  Commissioner  and  consuls  in 
China,  would,  by  necessary  implication,  carry 
with  it  the  same  additional  compensation.  At  all 
events,  sir,  I  suppose  that  no  one  doubts  that  it 
was  the  intention  of  Congress,  at  the  time  of  the 
passage  of  that  act,  to  allow  the  same  compensa- 
tion in  the  one  case  as  in  the  other.  1  so  under- 
stood the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committes 
on  Foreign  Relations  [Mr.  Mas  ok]  to  declare  his 
opinion,  when  the  allowance  of  this  same  coin- 
pensation  was  moTed  by  him  fVom  that  commit- 
tee, as  an  eunendment  to  the  civil  and  diplomatic 
appropriation  bill,  near  the  close  of  the  last  ses- 
sion. 

Again:  this  same  conipens^ion  has  been  al- 
lowed and  paid  to  Mr.  Carr,  the  immediate  pre- 
decessor of  Mr.  Marsh,  by  the  order  and  direction 
of  Congress — thus  giving  a  legislative  construc- 
tion to  that  act  in  accordance  with  its  manifl^ 
intent  and  the  clear  justice  of  the  case. 

Now,  sir,  this  bill,  in  form  and  in  substance, 
is  precisely  that  which  was  reported  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress  from  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations,  and  which,  by  their  unanimous 
approval,  was  subsequently  moved  as  an  eunend- 
ment to  the  ^neral  appropriation  bill,  and  was 
passed  by  this  body  without  an  opponsing  voice, 
so  far  as  it  related  to  the  compensation  for  the 
judicial  services  of  the  Minister  at  the  Turkish 
(Government. 

I  have  now  presented  this  claim  in  a  separate 
bill,  for  the  reason  that  no  objection  has  cTcr 
been  made  to  it  in  either  House.  It  will  be  rec- 
ollected that,  at  the  last  session,  a  provision  for 
the  payment  of  this  claim,  together  with  the  claim 
for  extra  services  and  expenses  on  a  special  mia- 
sion  to  Greece,  was  reported  in  one  genera]  bill; 


18d6!! 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


375 


and  subsequently  was  moved  by  the  honorable 
chairman  on  Foreign  Relations  as  an  amendment 
to  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill;  and 
in  that  form  it  was  passed  by  this  body  without 
a  division,  but  failed  in  the  other  House,  at  the 
closing  hours  of  the  session,  on  account  of  objec- 
tions raised  there,  not  to*  this  claim,  but  to  the 
claim,  or  rather  the  amount  of  tlie  claim,  for 
special  services  in  Greece.  I  have  presented  it 
now  in  a  separate  bill,  to  avoid  all  cotitroversy  and 
delay,  so  far  as  the  claim  for  judicial  services  is 
concerned,  in  order  that  what  all  concede  to  be 
justly  and  equitably  due  to  Mr.  Marsh  may  be 
paid  to  him  at  as  early  a  day  as  practicable.  It 
nas  already  been  withneld  too  long.  The  case  is 
a  clear  one;  the  claim  is  just;  no  word  of  objec- 
tion has  ever  been  made  to  it  from  any  quarter. 
It  comes  within  the  intent  of  the  act  of  1848;  it 
rests  upon  the  authority  of  precedent,  and  of 
legislative  construction  of  the  act.  It  is,  in  fact, 
a  portion  of  his  fixed  salary  as  Minister  resident , 
aaded  to  it  by  the  act  of  1848,  so  intended  at  the 
time,  so  construed  subsequently  by  the  action  of 
Congress  in  directing  its  payment  to  Mr.  Carr. 

I  need  not  say  that  the  salary  of  the  Minister 
to  Turkey  at  that  time  was  at  most  a  meager  one — 
being  only  |6,000,  without  an  outfit.  This  was 
intended  as  an  additional  compensation  for  addi- 
tional services  imposed.  The  salary  for  the  Turk- 
ish mission  has  since  been  raised  to  ^,000.  This 
sum,  the  payment  of  which  is  now  soudKt,  has 
been  withneld  from  Mr.  Marsh  at  the  Depart- 
ment— I  will  not  say  improperly,  but  upon  a  mere 
technicality.  This  bill  simply  proposes  to  re- 
move the  technical  objection.  Congress  inter- 
posed in  the  case  of  Mr.  Carr,  and  ^  ordered  the 
payment  of  his  claim.  Wo  now  ask  them  to  do 
the  same  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Marsh,  and  we  ask 
nothing  more.  I  am  sure  that  no  member  of  this 
body  would  counsel  such  palpable  partiality  and 
injustice,  as  to  order  payment  in-the  one  case  and 
refuse  it  in  the  other. 

It  possibly  may  be  suggested,  Mr.  President, 
that  this  is  a  case  proper  to  be  referred  to  the 
Court  of  Claims;  I  do  not  think  so.  In  cases  of 
clear  and  unquestioned  right,  the  party  ought  not 
to  be  subjected  to  the  expense  ana  delay  of  pros- 
ecuting his  claim  before  that  court.  Congress 
shoula  act  upon  and  allow  them  at  once.  Claims 
about  the  justice  and  the  amount  of  which  there 
is  no  serious  controversy  and  no  serious  question 
— claims,  for  instance,  which  have  been  rejected 
at  the  Departments  upon  some  mere  technical 
point,  while  their  justice  is  still  admitted,  as  in  this 
case,  and  claims  of  comparatively  sm^Ii  amount, 
and  which  would  be  all  absorbed  in  attorneys' 
fees,  commissioners'  fees,  &c. — as  a  general  prac- 
tice, ought  not  to  be  sent  to  that  tribunal.  Such 
a  practice  would  cause  very  great  injustice  and 
delay;  and,  in  many  cases,  would  be  equivalent 
to  an  absolute  denial  of  justice.  Such  a  practice, 
in  my  apprehension,  would  eventually  result  in  the 
repeal  or  the  act  constituting  the  Court  of  Claims. 
Tlie  necessary  expenses  of  prosecuting  claims,  and 
especially  those  of  comparatively  small  amount, 
before  that  tribunal,  presented  one  of  the  stron^st 
arguments  against  the  passage  of  the  act  constitut- 
ing; the  Court  of  Claims,  and  was  at  the  time  urged 
■with  great  force,  I  remember  well,  by  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Brown.] 
Such  a  practice,  too,  would  att)nce  overwhelm  that 
court  with  amass  of  cases  about  which  there  was 
no  real  controversy  and  no  seriou8<^ue8tion.  Such 
a  practice  would  result,  I  repeat  o^n,  in  a  popu- 
lar demand  upon  Congress  to  abolish  fhat  court. 
But  let  there  oe  referred  to  it  only  such  cases  as 
are  really  of  a  disputable  character;  such  cases 
as  involve  important  principles  of  law;  and  such 
ca&es  as  involve  material  and  complicated  ques- 
tions of  fact;  such  cases,  in  short,  as  require 
judicial  investigation,  and  your  Court  of  Claims 
-will  accomplish  great  good.  It  will  facilitate  the 
administration  of  justice  in  respect  to  private 
claims,  prevent  frauds  upon  the  Government, 
and,  in  snort,  it  will  accomplish  the  purposes  for 
which  it  was  created. 

But,  sir,  the  claim  now  before  us  is  not  of  this 
character.  It  is  not  one  of  an  indefinite  and  un- 
c^tain  amount;  it  rests  upon  no  doubtful  state  of 
facts;  it  calls  for  no  judicial  investigation,  no  tes- 
timony, no  examination  in  pais:  In  fact,  it  is  not  a 
disputable  case.  The  bill  simply  provides  for  the 
settlement  of  Mr.  Marsh 's  account,  upon  a  certain 
prescribed  basis,  according  to  a  certain  and  fixed 


rule-— a  rule  which  Congress  has  already  applied 
in  a  like  case.  In  other  words,  it  directs  the  proper 
Department  to  pay  him  this  additional  amount  of 
his  salary,  as  provided  for  by  law,  as  that  law  has 
been  interpreted  by  Congress  itself.  You  might 
as  well  send  to  the  Court  of  Claims  any  Govern- 
ment officer,  any  head  of  a  Department,  or  even 
the  President  himself,  to  collect  his  salary — pro- 
vided the  accounting  officers  should  raise  some 
technical  objection  to  payment — as  to  send  there 
a  claim  of  tnis  character. 

In  conclusion,  allow  me  to  read  a  single  para- 
graph from  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  at  the  last  session,  on  the  memorial  of 
Mr.  Marsh.  In  concluding  their  report,  the  com- 
mittee say: 

*'  Compensation  fbr  Judicial  services  having  been  allowed 
to  the  predecessor  of  the  memorialist,  by  the  act  of  August 
3J,  1852,  making  appropriation  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic 
expenses  of  the  Government,  the  committee  can  perceive 
no  jutit  reason  why  a  similar  allowance  should  nut  be  made 
to  the  present  memorialist  during  his  continuance  in  the 
Mune  mission.  They  report  a  bill  accordingly,  and  recom- 
mend its  passage.** 

With  this  explanatory  statement,  and  having 
thus  briefly  presented  my  views,  and  regarding 
it  as  a  case  which  presents  itself  most  strongly 
to  the  sense  of  justice  and  to  the  favorable  con- 
sideration of  every  Senator, — a  claim  to  which  no 
objection  has  ever  been  raised  in  either  House, 
and  against  which  no  plausible  objection  can  be 
raised  anjrwhere, — I  venture  to  ask  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  Senate  to  allow  the  bill  now  to  be 
put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  A  resolution  reported  by  me 
on  Monday  last  was  made  the  special  order  for 
this  morninf ;  but  I  am  willing  to  give  way,  if 
this  bill  can  oe  petssed  Mrithout  debate.  It  is  im- 
portant that  the  resolution  in  relation  to  the  gen- 
eral appropriation  bills,  to  which  I  allude,  should 
be  acted  on,  and  I  do  not  wish  it  to  be  delayed  by 
debate  on  other  subjects. 

Mr.  CASS.  There  can  be  no  objection  to  this 
claim. 

Mr.  FOOT.  I  have  stated  the  case  fully;  1 
presume  there  will  be  no  objection  to  the  bill. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  bill  was  read  a  sec- 
ond time  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  It  proposes  to  authorize  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  audit  and  settle  the  account 
of  the  Hon.  George  P.  Marsh  for  judicial  services 
rendered  by  him,  under  the  act  of  August  11th, 
1848,  and  to  allow  Mr.  Marsh  $1,000  per  annum 
for  his  judicial  services  during  the  period  of  his 
mission  to  the  Ottoman  Porte. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  en^ossed  for  a 
third  reading.  It  was  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

SIGNING  BOUNTY  LAND  WARRANTS. 

Mr.  CLAY,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  [S. 
No.  57]  to  relieve  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions 
from  the  performance  of  certain  clerical  duties; 
which  was  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  a  sec- 
ond reading;. 

Mr.  CLAY.  I  ask  that  this  bill  may  be  put  at 
once  upon  its  passage ,  with  the  understanding  that, 
if  it  excites  one  word  of  debate,  I  shall  not  press 
its  consideration  now.  The  bill  is  introduced  at 
the  instancy  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions 
and  of  the  secretary  of  the  Interior.  It  l^as  the 
unanimous  approbation  of  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  ana  there  is  a  pressing  necessity  for  its 
immediate  passage.  The  applications  ror  land 
warrants  are  multiplying  instead  of  diminishing. 
The  number  of  warrants  now  signed  daily  aver- 
ages, I  am  assured,  five  hundred,  and  the  Com- 
missioner of  Pensions  is  at  present  required  to 
sign  them,  to  the  neglect  of  more  difficult  and 
important  duties.  The  bill  will  not  increase  the 
expense  of  the  office,  or  the  number  of  persons 
employed  there,  in  the  least.  Its  only  object  is  to 
authorize  the  Commissioner  to  appoint  a  person, 
from  time  to  time,  to  sign  his  name  to  land  war- 
rants. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  bill  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time,  and  cxtnsidered  as  in  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole.  No  amendment  being  proposed,  it 
was  reported  to  the  Senate  without  amendfhent, 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

ORIGINATION  OF  APPROPRIATION  BILLS. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTER,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  consider  the  following  resolution, 


reported  by  him  on  the  4th   instant  from  the 
Committee  on  Finance: 

Rc^olvedy  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  bo  instructed 
to  prepare  and  report  such  of  the  general  appropriaiion  billt 
as  they  may  deem  expedient. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Mr.  President,  I  rise  to^ 
speak  to  this  resolution  with  some  embarrass- 
ment, because  after  it  was  postponed  yesterday 
at  my  rec^uest,  information  was  received  of  one 
of  those  circumstances  of  a  private  nature  which 
must  sometimes  happen  to  us  all,  obliging  me  to 
prepare  to  leave  the  city  to  be  absent  for  several 
days.  But  for  an  accident  I  should  have  left  in 
the  early  train  of  cars  this  morning;  and  so  I 
come  to  the  Senate  as  unprepared  to-aay  as  I  wai 
yesterday.  What  I  have  to  say  on  the  subject 
must  be  said  by  way  of  opening  a  debate  in  which 
I  shall  have  no  opportunity  to  follow  its  course, 
or  even  an  opportunity  to  vote  on  the  question 
which  is  to  be  decided. 

This  is  a  practical  question  concerning  the  trans- 
action of  the  fiscal  business  of  the  Government; 
and  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  is 
very  right  in  pressing  for  its  early  decision.  No 
consideration  of  inconvenience  to  myself  could 
make  me  wieh  to  delay  the  passage  of  the  resolu- 
tion for  an  hour,  if  the  Senate  slidl  conclude  that 
it  ou^ht  to  be  adopted. 

It  is,  Mr.  President,  a  grave  question  as  well 
as  a  new  one.  The  resolution  before  the  Senate 
proposes  to  instruct  the  Committee  on  Finance 
of  the  Senate  to  prepare  and  report  such  general 
appropriation  bills  for  the  support  of  the  Govern- 
ment as,  in  their  discretion,  snail  seem  to  them 
proper;  in  effect,  to  prepare  and  report  all  tho 
general  appropriation  bills,  if  they  think  proper. 
Such  a  resolution  would  be  unnecessary  if  it  was 
the  present  practice  of  the  Government  that  bills 
appropriating  moneys — the  general  appropriation 
bills — should  be  prepared  and  were  prepared  and 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  Finance  of  the 
Senate.  The  fact  of  introducing  a  resolution 
asking  instructions  from  the  Senate  therefore  ad- 
vises the  Senate  that  it  is  not  the  practice  for  the 
Senate's  Committee  on  Finance  to  prepare  and  re- 
port such  bills.  The  consideration  shown  by  the 
committee  in  asking  instructions  of  the  Senate, 
and  thus  in  submitting  the  question  to  the  Senate, 
shows  that,  on  their  part,  they  regard  it  as  new, 
and  not  only  as  a  new,  but  as  an  important,  sub- 
ject; because,  if  there  was  no  doubt  existing  on 
the  subject,  the  committee  would,  at  once,  without 
waiting  for  instructions,  prepare  such  bills. 

It  is  therefore  proper,  sir,  since  we  have  ascer- 
tained what  is  the  practice  of  the  Government,  to 
inquire  how  lon^  that  practice  has  existed.  The 
practice  of  this  Government,  from  its  foundation, 
nas  been  that  general  appropriation  bills  for  the 
support  of  the  Government  have  originated  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  not  in  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States.  The  Government  has  been 
in  operation  since  the  year  1789 — a  period  of  more 
than  half  a  century,  and  never  yet  has  a  general 
appropriation  bill  oeen  preparea,  or  rtnortcd,  or 
submitted  to  the  Senate,  or  sunt  to  the  Ilouse  of 
Representatives  from  this  body.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  practice  for  this  period  of  seventy  years 
has  been  tnat  all  apnropriation  bills  of  that  char- 
acter have  originatea  in  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, and  have  been  sent  to  this  House  for  its 
concurrence  and  amendment. 

As  this,  then,  is  a  proposition  made,  not  only  for 
the  first  time  within  our  own  experience,  but  for 
the  first  time  since  the  foundation  of  the  Govern- 
ment, we  are  to  presume  that  it  will  be  admitted 
that  what  is  proposed  is  an  innovation — a  direct, 
specific,  and  elTective  innovation.  Since  it  is  an 
innovation,  let  us  for  a  moment  see  what  is  the 
nature  of  it. 

In  monarchical  Governments,  such  as  existed 
throughout  Europe  at  the  time  of  the  establish- 
ment of  this  Government,  with  only  the  exception 
of  Great  Britain,  there  was  not  a  limited  mon- 
archy. Practically,  they  were  all  despotic  Gov- 
ernments; but  the  time  had  been  three  hundred 
years  before  that,  wlien  in  Europe  all  the  mon- 
archical Governments  were  limited.  They  were 
all  based  as  the  British  Government  was  based, 
and  continues  to  be  based, upon  these  fundamental 
principles  of  freedom :  that  no  money  should  be 
drawn  from  the  people  without  the  consent  of 
their  representatives;  that  the  Government  should 
be  administered  by  the  Executive  in  obedience 
(i  to  law;  ftnd  that  the  Executive,  directly  or  in  the 
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person  of  hVs  Ministers,  should  be  responsible  to 
the  people  for  the  execution  of  its  trust.  But,  after 
the  Dcginning  of  the  sixteenth  century,  a  change 
came  over  i3l  the  nations  of  Western  Europe, 
except  Great  Britain;  their  parliaments  fell  into 
desuetude — their  constitutions  became  despotic. 
The  British  Government  alone  presented  then,  as 
1  think  it  presents  now  almost  alone,  an  instance 
of  the  existence  of  a  limited  monarchy,  conserv- 
ative of  the  freedom  of  the  people .  Some  maxims 
which  were  well  understood  in  Europe,  but  were 
adhered  to  only  by  Great  Britain,  saved  this  great 
beneficial  and  benign  result.  One  of  those  was,  ' 
that  the  power  of  raising  and  applying  money 
belonged  to  the  House  of  Conmions — to  the 
people's  House — ^to  the  House  which  directly 
represented  the  people,  as  distinct  from  the  Exec- 
utive himself,  or  from  that  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  which  represented  a  distinct  interest 
in  the  State. 

At  the  time,  then,  that  our  Constitution  was 
adopted,  we  all  know  that  the  British  Gt)vem- 
ment  was  studied  as  a  model.  We  all  know  that 
Montesquieu  had  adopted  it  as  the  very  ideal  of 
a  system  of  free  government;  and  we  all  know 
that  one  of  the  principal  features  by  which  the 
liberties  of  the  people  had  been  preserved  was, 
that  the  House  of  Lords,  the  upper  branch  of  the 
Legislature ,  were  excluded  from  tne  power  of  pass- 
ing money  bills.  By  money  bills  were  under- 
stood, as  is  now  understood  in  Great  Britain, 
equally  bills  for  raising  moneys  and  bills  for  pay- 
ing moneys  for  the  support  of  Government.  Here 
in  modem  times  we  have  come  to  a  distinction 
between  bills  for  raising  moneys  and  bills  for  ap- 
propriating money  or  appropriating  revenue;  but 
in  tne  British  system  the  principle  prevailed  then, 
as  it  yet  prevails,  that  the  House  of  Commons, 
regarded  as  the  representatives  of  the  people,  had 
the  exclusive  power  of  originating  bills  for  the 
raising  and  for  the  expenditure  of  revenue.  It 
was  this  power  which  carried  the  Commons  of 
Great  Britain  through  that  revolution  in  which 
they  saved  the  cause  of  national  liberty  and  of 
constitutional  freedom,  when  it  was  in  danger 
of  being  overborne  by  the  influence  and  power 
of  the  Executive  and  of  the  House  of  Loras. 

When  our  Constitution  was  under  considera- 
tion in  the  convention,  various  plans  were  sug- 
gested by  different  members.  Every  one  of 
Uiese  which  was  suggested,  from  whatever  quar- 
ter, copied  from  the  British  constitution  this 
broad,  distinct  feature  as  necessary  for  the  con- 
servation of  the  liberties  of  the  people — that  the 
House  of  Representatives,  the  nrst  branch,  as  it 
was  then  called,  of  the  Legislature,  should  have 
the  exclusive  power  of  passing  money  bills. 
The  convention  sat  long,  and  delated  much,  and, 
after  a  time,  a  difficulty  was  discovered  which 
threatened,  as  we  all  recollect,  the  failure  of  the 
convention,  and  the  consequences  of  anarchy  to 
the  country.  That  difficulty,  as  we  all  know, 
arose  in  thjs  way:  that  the  smaller  States  claimed 
^an  equal  representation  in  the  Legislature — the 
larger  States  insisted  on  a  representation  in  pro- 
portion to  numbers ;  and  the  smaller  States  refused 
to  come  into  a  Constitution  in  which  they  were 
hMe  to  be  lost  by  the  greater  power  of  repre- 
sentation in  the  larger  States.  After  a  time  a 
compromise  was  suggested;  which  was,  that  the 
smaller  States  should  have  an  equal  representa- 
tion in  the  Senate,  and  the  larger  States  should 
have  a  representation  proportionate  to  their  num- 
bers in  the  House  of  Kepresentativcs. 

Then,  when  this  compromise  was  suggested, 
the  larger  States  insisted  that  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, representing  the  people,  and  to  be 
elected  by  the  people,  should  have  the  exclusive 
power  of  passing  money  bills,  and  that  it  should 
not  be  divided  with  the  Senate,  which  represented 
the  States,  and  the  members  of  which  were  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Legislatures  of  the  States.  Fi- 
nally, the  compromise  was  adopted  upon  this 
principle:  First,  that  the  Senate  should  oe  com- 
posed of  two  delegates  from  each  State;  and  sec- 
ondly, that  the  power  of  originating^  money  bills 
■hould  be  exclusively  invested  in  the  House  of 
Representatives. 

Upon  that  compromise  this  Legislature  was 
organized.  The  innovation  which  is  now  con- 
templated, in  its  nature,  affects  that  compromise, 
which  is  a  principle  of  the  Constitution .  In  order 
that  I  may  be  perfectly  candid,  and  not  be  sup- 
posed to  be  willing  to  pervert  the  argument  at  all, 


I  deem  it  proper  to  state  distinctly,  that  while, 
throughout  all  the  early  stages  of  the  convention, 
and  of  the  examination  of  this  compromise,  the 
bills  which  were  to  originate  in  the  House  were 
described  as  money  hiua,  as  bills  for  the  raising 
and  for  the  appropriation  of  revenue,  yet  in  the 
end,  when  the  Constitution  came  to  be  adopted, 
it  was  found  that  the  portion  of  the  exception 
which  related  to  the  appropriation  of  moneys  was 
struck  out,  and  the  clause  came  into  the  Consti- 
tution as  it  is  fbund  now  in  the  seventh  section 
of  the  first  article: 

*<A11  bills  for  raieing  revenue  eball  originate  in  the  House 
of  Representatives ;  but  the  Senate  may  propose  or  concur 
with  amendmenu  as  on  other  bills.^ 

^  So  that,  according  to  the  letter  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, the  limitation  was  applied  only  to  bills  for 
raising  revenue,  and  the  qualification  or  restriction 
upon  bills  appropriating  revenue  was  omitted. 

Now,  I  am  not  going  to  contend  that  the  pro- 
vision of  the  Constitution  which  I  have  read,  by 
its  letter,  forbids  the  Senate  from  originating  ap- 
propriation bills.  Its  letter  deariy  concedes  it, 
and  I  concede  also,  that  there  is  an  argument  to 
be  drawn  from  the  fact  that  the  convention  dis- 
cussed the  proposition  in  both  its  shapes,  and 
finally  adopted  the  one  which  we  now  find,  in 
which  the  limitation  is  applied  only  to  bills  ori- 
ginating revenue,  that  the  convention  may  have 
considered  that  appropriation  bills  might  be  ori- 
ginated in  the  Senate.  But  against  this  ailment 
IS  one  which  seems  to  me  perfectly  conclusive, 
and  it  is  this  reply:  Whatever  the  convention 
may  have  purposed,  and  however  they  may  have 
unaerstooa  the  Constitution  which  they  have 
framed,  the  fact  is  a  stubborn  one,  that  the  Senate 
has  never  originated  an  appropriation  bill,  but 
that  it  has  always  conceded  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives the  origination  of  appropriation  bills; 
and  the  House  of  Kepresentatives  has  never  con- 
ceded to  the  Senate  the  right  to  originate  such 
bills,  but  has  always  insisted  upon  and  executed 
that  right  itself.  This  could  not  have  been  acci- 
dental— it  was  therefore  designed.  The  design 
and  purpose  were  those  of  the  contemporaries  of 
the  Constitution  itself;  and  it  evinces  tneir  under- 
standing of  the  subject,  whibh  was,  that  bills  of  a 
general  nature  for  appropriating  the  public  money 
or  for  laying  taxes  or  burdens  on  the  people, 
direct  or  indirect  in  their  operation,  belonged  to 
the  province  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
There  is  abundant  reason  why  it  should  be  so; 
for,  practically,  the  constitutional  provision  is 
valueless  on  any  other  principle,  supposing  it  to 
be  valuable;  and  we  are  to  admit  that  h  had  a 
distinct  and  benign  pur|>ose,  conservative  of  pub- 
lic liberty  and  of  public  safety,  in  being  put  into 
the  Constitution.  Practically,  the  Congress  of  tlic 
United  States  raise  revenue  but  once  in  three, 
five,  ten,  or  fifteen  years.  We  have  never  passed 
a  bill,  except  in  time  of  war,  I  think,  for  levying 
money  by  the  imposition  of  direct  taxes.  That 
was  one  of  the  sources  and  means  of  revenue 
which  were  in  contemplation  by  the  framers  of 
the  Government. 

Again:  at  the  time  tlie  Constitution  was  made, 
it  was  apprehended  that  in  our  system,  as  in  the 
British  and  in  all  other  systems,  the  money  would 
have  to  be  raised  to^ay  to  pay  the^xpenses  of 
the  day;  that  when  we  wished  to  bimd  a  Capitol, 
we  must  provide  the  means  then ;  and  when  we 
wished  to  build  a  Navy,  the  revenue  bill  must  be 
adopted  with  reference  to  that  end,  at  the  same 
time  with  the  appropriation  bill  directing  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  money.  This  is  the  only  Grov- 
emraent,  I  think,  that  has  ever  existed  in  which, 
owing  to  the  long  and  almost  constant  prevalence 
of  peace,  owing  to  the  possession  of  such  vast 
resources,  and  to  the  application  of  so  many  mil- 
lions of  free  minds  directing  free  hands  in  the 
transactions  of  society,  the  revenues  directed  to- 
day not  only  supply  all  the  wants  of  to-morrow, 
the  next  year,  or  the  next  five  years,  or  the  next 
ten  years,  but  also  pour  a  surplus  into  the  Treas- 
ury beyond  the  present  demand. 

Sir,  if  this  power  is  confined  to  the  raising  of 
revenue,  and  aoes  not  include  the  expending  of  it, 
then  the  right  which  was  reserved  to  the  House 
of  Representatives  is  useless;  because,  practically, 
we  provide  for  raising  revenue  so  seldom,  that 
the  exclusion  of  the  Snate  from  it  is  of  no  real 
value  to  the  country.  But  if  it  applies  to  the 
expenditure  of  public  moneys,  the  principle  is 
saved.    In  order  to  show  wnat  the  principle  is, 


I  read  from  the  speech  of  Dr.  Franklin,  who  sap- 
ported  the  provision  in  the  Constitution  excluding 
the  Senate  from  any  power  to  originate  bills  for 
the  expenditure  or  for  the  raising  of  money: 

"  Dr.  Franklin  did  not  mean  to  go  into  a  jasUfication  of 
the  report;  Irat  as  it  had  been  asked  what  would  be  thcue 
of  restraining  the  second  bntach  fttMn  meddling  with  mooer 
bills,  he  could  not  but  remark,  that  it  was  always  of  tapon. 
ance  that  the  people  thould  kiiow  who  had  diftposed  <tf  tb^ 
money,  and  how  it  had  been  disposed  of.  It  was  a  maxiio 
that  those  who  feel  can  best  judge.  Tbi«  end  would,  te 
thought,  be  best  attained,  if  money  alTain  were  to  be  con- 
fined to  the  immediate  representatives  of  the  people.  Thii 
was  his  inducement  to  concur  in  the  report." 

Then  I  submit  for  the  consideralion  of  the 
Senate,  that  while  the  letter  of  the  ConstitatioQ 
allows  them  to  adopt  this  instruction,  the  spirit 
of  the  Constitution,  as  ascertained  from  the  Brit- 
ish constitution  and  from  the  cotemporaneom 
debates,  and  especially  as  ascertained  from  the 
practice  of  the  Government  for  seventy  years, 
requires  that  this  power  should  be  coniinu«i 
exclusively  in  the  hands  of  the  House  of  Repr^ 
sentatives. 

I  think,  for  these  reasons,  that  I  am  safe  in 
saying,  that  the  responsibility  rests  on  those  who 
favor  this  resolution  to  show  a  reason  why  this 
great  innovation  should  be  made.  It  seems  to 
me  but  just  to  demand  from  them  the  groands 
upon  which  it  is  necessary  or  wise  to  depart  from 
a  practice  which  is  according  to  the  spuit  of  the 
Constitution,  and  has  existed  from  the  origin  of 
the  Government.  I  know  they  can  give  several 
reasons.  I  know  they  can  tell  us,  as  we  hsre 
already  been  told  by  a  friend  of  this  proposition 
in  the  Senate,  the  honorable  Senator  from  Penn* 
sylvania,  [Mr.  Brodhead,]  that  the  House  of 
Representatives  delays  until  too  late  on  hoar  the 
preparation  of  these  bills,  and  does  not  afford  the 
Senate  an  opportunity  to  inauire  and  examine 
into  tlicir  details.  I  Know  tney  can  say  also, 
(and  they  will  have  the  warrant  of  veryg[oodand 
very  wise  men  who  framed  theCon8tituU0D,and 
who  differed  from  Dr.  Franklin,  and  from  Mr. 
Mason  from  Virginia,  and  others,  who  insisted 
on  this  proposition,  for  saying,)  that,  practically, 
there  is  no  danger  or  inconvenience  to  result  froim 
allowing  the  Senate  to  share  equally  with  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  this  business.  I 
oppose  to  all  that  the  reply,  that  the  simpler  the 
form  of  government  is  the  mpre  easily  business 
is  transacted,  and  that  the  financial  system  of 
Russia  is  conducted  with  vastly  more  conveni- 
ence and  promptness  than  the  financial  system 
of  Great  Britain  or  of  the  United  States.  1  haw 
no  doubt  that  to-day  the  financial  affairs  of 
France,  under  Napoleon  III.,  are  conducted  with 
much  more  promptness  and  much  more  success 
than  they  were  conducted  tmder  the  Rcpuhlic 
which  he'  overthrew  by  his  usurpation.  Il » 
enough  for  us,  in  my  view,  that  tne  House  of 
Representatives  can  do  this  duty,  that  they  as 
perform  it,  and  that  the  Government  goes  on; 
and  that  the  Senate  has  its  power  and  its  right-- 
and  can  exercise  it — of  amending  these  appropri- 
ation bills  when  they  come  to  us. 

The  object  of  the  establishment  of  two  separate 
Houses  of  the  Legislature  was  not  to  {hciU^ 
business,  was  not  to  facilitate  the  levying  of  money 
from  the  people,  or  the  appropriation  of  the  peo- 
ple *s  money.  The  object  was  not  facility  in  toe 
transaction  of  business;  for  bills  would  paw  twice 
as  easily  through  one  House  as  they  can  pas' 
through  two;  and  an  edict  can  pass  muc^  more 
easily  through  the  council  chamber  of  a  ^j°?  ^' 
a  President,  than  it  can  be  passed  where  he  njj 
only  a  single  legislative  body  to  coopera^  viin 
him.  The  object  was  entirely  different  It  »*« 
to  divide  power  into  different  departments;  w 
distribute  the  powers  of  the  Government  into  aer- 
eral  distinct  departments;  and  that  is  the  grew 
principle  which  Mr.  Hamilton  said  was  the  ch«H 
maxim  of  government— to  raise  up  ^^P*^"" 
whose  interests  and  inclinations  should  w  op- 
posed to  each  othec,  so  that,  though  one  nugn 
be  faithless,  another  might  be  found  true  tot^ 
cause  of  the  nation  and  the  liberties  of  the  peop«- 
Therefore  it  was  that  the  House  of  Repreien» 
tives  was  not  enough,  but  that  a  Senate  *'*J^j.j, 
ated.  It  is  amongst  the  most  extraordinary  po« 
ical  evenU  I  have  ever  known,  that,  whue  x  • 
Jefferson  predicted  a  triumphant  and  peaw 
success  to  the  French  Republic,  notwithstan*"^ 
it  knew  of  but  one  legislative  body,  oT«"rg 
his  own  judgment  on  thtt  point,  ^"^  .,-,^ 
Adams,  who  had  studied  deeply  into  the  puu(>r 
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ophy  of  goTeminent,predleted  all  those  disastera 
which  have  overtaken  the  cause  of  free  goTeni- 
ment  in  France  during  the  last  half  century,  from 
the  failure  to  divide  the  legislatire  power  between 
two  depcu'tmentfl. 

It  was  essential,  therefore,  that  there  should  be 
two  departments  of  the  legislative  body.  Well, 
if  you  establish  two  different  departments  to  be 
rivals  of  each  other,  you  must,  in  some  way, 
establish  a  balance  between  them.  The  question 
is,  how  that  balance  shall  be  formed  ana  estab- 
lished. For  if  you  do  not  give  to  each  so  much 
power  that  it  can  stand  by  itself,  it  will  in  the  end 
oe  crowded  out  by  the  otner  branch,  or  by  a  com- 
bination between  the  other  branch  and  the  Exec- 
utive; it  will  lose  its  prestige^  as  the  House  of 
Lords,  in  England,  is  gradually  giving  place,  and 
making^  room  for  the  complete  exercisie  of  the 
legislative  power,  and,  practically,  the  exclusive 
legislative' power  of  the  Commons. 

This  was  a  very  difficult  task,  and  it  required 
rast  ingenuity  to  establish  the  balance  between 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives.  The 
constitution  of  the  Senate  gave  it  some  towering 
and  controlling  advantages.  The  first  was,  that 
its  members  were  elected  for  a  term  of  six  years, 
instead  of  two,  and  that  they  had  thereby  the 
advantage  of  the  experience  which  they  acquired 
in  the  practical  discnarge  of  their  duties.  In  the 
next  place,  it  was  a  smaller  body,  capable  of 
transacting  business  easily,  allowing  the  greatest 
freedom  of  debate,  as  we  enjoy  here,  and  yet,  at 
the  same  time,  having  the  practical  advantage  of 
being  able  to  briog  questions  to  a  conclusion  by 
a  vote.  But  to  the  Senate  was  assigned  a  peculiar 
branch  of  the  powers  of  the  Government,  and  that 
was  a  negative  upon  the  appointing  power  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States — a  veto  upon  the 
kin^  It  is  a  transcendent  advantage.  It  holds 
the  President  completely  in  check.  If  the  time 
shall  ever  come  wnen  a  President  shall  be  found 
who  would  seek,  by  a  coup  d*etatf  or  otherwise, 
to  subvert  the  Constitution,  and  to  suppre^  the 
liberties  of  the  people,  the  Senate  has  tlie  power 
of  preventing  the  consummation  of  so  atrocious 
a  design  by  the  negative  which  it  holds  upon 
offices,  civil,  naval,  or  military.  To  the  Senate 
was  assigned  a  third  power,  legislative  in  its  char- 
acter, and  that  is,  the  power  of  ratify  ing  or  rejecting 
treaties;  so  that  the  President  is  subjected  to  the 
will  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  in  his  con- 
duct of  the  foreign  relations  of  the  country.  Now, 
cTery  one  *ee8  that  these  three  things,  from  which 
the  House  of  Represenuitives  is  excluded,  and  in 
-which  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  enjoys  a 
superiority,  give  to  the  Senate  a  power  to  balance 
itself  against  the  greater  power  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  arising  from  the  fact,' that  the 
House  of  Representatives  deriyes  its  authority 
more  directly  from  the  people  themselves. 

The  practical  operation  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Government  has  been  in  accordance  with  these 
principles.  I  think  it  will  be  found  that  a  large 
share  of  the  practical  business  of  legislation,  much 
the  largest  share,  originates  in  the  Senate  of  the 
Unitea  States  insteeSl  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 1  think  it  is  to  this  body  that  the 
public  are  more  accustomed  to  look  with  the  ex- 
pectation that  business  will  be  transacted  promptly 
and  successfully,  and  that  higher  Consideration 
and  respect  are,  therefore,  shown  by  the  people 
towards  the  Senate.  If  this  be  so,  it  is  necessary 
to  take  care  that  we  do  not  disturb  the  balance 
between  us  and  the  House  of  Representatives; 
that,  however  advantageous  it  may  be  for  the 
Senate  and  the  country  that  we  shall  transact 
business  promptly,  and,  if  you  please,  transact  it 
more  wisely  than  the  House  of  Representatives, 
yet  it  is  all  essential  and  of  the  last  importance 
that  there  shall  be  a  House  of  Representatives 
which  shall  maintain  the  equilibrium  assigned  to 
it  by  the  Constitution.  Are  you  sure  that  you 
will  have  that  when  you  have,  not  only  all  these 
exclusive  powers  on  your  side,  but  when  you  add 
to  them  an  equal  share  in  the  origination  of  bills 
for  expending  the  money  of  the  people  ?  I  think 
not,  sir. 

1  know  that  this  may  seem  to  be  a  specula^ 
tion  somewhat  theoretical.  1  know  that  it  may 
seem  to  be  fanciful;  but  still  I  find  that  it  is  based 
upon  the  principles  which  were  elicited  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  Constitution  by  its  founders;  and 
although  it  would  be  hazardous  for  me  to  trench 
Upon  me  ground,  whether  the  Senate  of  this  day 


or  the  House  of  Representatives  of  this  day  have 
the  actual  superionty  of  merit  in  the  transac- 
tion of  business,  or  in  oatriotism,  or  in  anything 
else,  yet  I  find  that, theoretically,  the  views  I 
have  taken  are  those  which  prevailed  in  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Constitution,  and  upon  which  the 
great  principle  of  excluding  the  Senate  from  the 
power  of  originating  revenue  bills  was  based. 

If  I  were  asked,  Mr.  President,  what  I  deemed 
the  cardinal  principle  of  this  Government — ^what 
I  deemed  that  one  principle  which  renders  it  safe 
amidst  all  the  storms  of  faction,  which  renders  it 
practically  etemaU  I  should  say  that  it  is  in  this: 
that  it  relies  not  upon  laws,  not  upon  force,  not 
upon  fraud,  by  t  upon  the  consent  and  acquiescenpe 
of  the  people  in  the  action  of  the  Grovernment 
itself;  and  I  have  occasion  to  admire  always,  and 
always  to  increase  my  admiration,  when  I  have 
reflected  upon  the  machinery  by  which  that  ac- 
Quiescence  is  obtained.  The  acquiescence  of 
tne  ambitious  men  of  the  nation,  we  were  told  in 
the  debates  of  the  convention,  would  be  secured 
through  the  constitution,  and  organization,  and 
action  of  the  Senate:  tlie  acquiescence  of  the  peo- 
ple themselves  would  be  secured  by  the  fact,  that 
not  a  dollar  could  be  drawn  from  them  for  the 
support  of  this  Government,  for  a  measure  of 
either  peace  or  war,  but  what  is  drawn  from  them 
with  tneir  own  express  consent,  through  their 
suffrage  for  the  Representative  who  votes  for  the 
levying  of  the  revenue,  and  who  is  accountable  to 
them  for  the  discharge  of  his  trust.  If  ever  the 
time  should  come  when  there  shall  be  danger  of 
storms  and  of  tempests  disturbing  the  safety  of 
this  nation,  the  consent  which  will  be  found  to 
sustain  the  Constitution  will  be  found  to  be  the 
consent  of  those  one  hundred  thousand  persons 
in  each  of  the  representative  districts  who  have  a 
Representative  in  the  other  branch  of  tlie  Legisla- 
ture, and  not  in  the  corporate  consent  or  action 
of  the  States,  which  could  be  directed  against 
each  other. 

I  confess,  therefore,  sir,  to  an  earnest  desire,  a 
strong^  desire,  to  retain  for  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives the  privileges  and  rights  which  it  has 
exercised  from  the  foundation  of  the  Govern- 
ment until  this  day.  I  am  not  amongst  those 
who  undervalue  the  patriotism,  or  the  intelli- 
gence, or  the  virtue  of  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States.  No  man  is  more  reverential  of  the  virtue 
of  the  dead  of  past  ages,  or  of  their  wisdom,  than 
I  am;  no  man  is  less  likely  to  be  extravagant  in 
praises  of  the  wisdom  and  virtue  of  the  living; 
yet,  sir,  I  am  one  of  those  who  regard  it  as 
amongst  the  caprices,  and  the  follies,  and  the 
absurdities  of  this  age,  that  we  are  accustomed 
to  suppose  our  fathers  were  wiser  than  we  are, 
or  more  virtuous  than  we  are.  Sir,  I  think  that 
the  sun  of  heaven  never  shone  upon  a  body  of 
more  patriotic  men  than  that  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  address.  It  is  for  me  a  pride,  which  I 
shall  carry  with  me  to  my  grave,  that  I  was 
deemed  worthy  by  the  State  to  which  I  belong, 
to  be  associated,  by  their  act,  as  a  member  of 
this  august  body.  So  far  from  its  having  deteri- 
orated, I  believe  it  has  gained,  both  in  virtue  and 
in  wisdom.  I  think  the  same  of  the  House  of 
Representatives.  If  I  had  not  this  consolation  to 
rely  upon,  I  should  see  nothing  more  for  man- 
kind but  a  uflnrersal  decline  and  decay.  If  I  did 
not  think  that  we  of  this  day  were  wiser  than 
those  who  have  gone  before  us,  I  should  see  no 
reason  to  think  that  those  who  are  to  come  after 
us  would  ever  correct  the  many  faults  which  we 
have  committed, 

I  think  then,  sir,  that  I  stand  upon  the  princt- 

gles  and  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
tates  in  advising  against  the  instruction  which 
is  asked  for  by  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

In  conclusion,  sir,  I  do  not  think  it  necessary 
at  this  time.  What  has  been  the  practice  for 
seventy  years  can  be  the  practice  for  at  least  one, 
two,  or  three  years  longer.  Within  that  time  the 
inconveniences  of  the  transaction  of  business  in 
the  House  of  Representatives,  out  of  which  I  think 
this  resolution  or  instruction  has  arisen,  may  have 
passed  by.  They  may  conduct  their  business  more 
promptly  hereauer.  At  all  events,  no  ereat  public 
interest  suffers,  or  has  suffered^  for  the  want  of 
this  power  in  the  Senate;  On  the  other  hand, 
every  public  interest  has  been  maintained;  and, 
although  in  the  fiscal  affairs  of  a  Government 
which  nas  a  surplus  revenue  of  fifteen  or  twenty 
or  twenty-five  millions  of  dollars  a  year,  there  ts 


undoubtedly  mueh  improvidence,  yet  no  (Jovsrn* 
ment  has  ever  conducted  its  fiscal  affairs  with  one 
hairthe  skill,  with  one  half  the  patriotism,  or  one 
half  the  wisdom  which  has  marked  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  finances  of  the  United  States.  I 
think,  sir,  it  is  best  to  let  well  enough  alone. 

I  think  this  proposition  is  not  in  a  shape  to  win 
success,  even  if  its  object  were  desirable.    It  is  a 

Proposition  from  the  Conunittee  on  Finance  to  the 
enate,  to  instruct  tliem  to  assume  this  power, 
which  they  have  never  exercised,  and  which, 
after  all  the  instructions  are  given  that  can  be  given 
by  the  Senate,  they  cannot  exercise  without  the 
consent  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  I  think, 
that  consultation  with  the  House  of  Representa* 
tives,  or  a  joint  resolution,  or  the  appomting  of 
a  joint  committee — some  mode  of  conference  at 
least,  with  the  House  of  Representatives,  upon 
such  a  delicate  and  such  an  important  point,  wotild 
be  wiser  than  this. 

I  think,  then,  that  neither  in  time  nor  in  man- 
ner is  the  proposition  wise.  I  reason  on  this 
subject  as  men  are  obliged  to  reason—from  the 
principles  of  human  nature.  I  do  not  know  how 
others  may  think  they  would  feel  if  they  were 

E laced  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  I  see 
y  my  side  my  honorable  friend  from  Georgia, 
[Mr.  Toombs,]  who  I  apprehend  will  support 
this  resolution;  yet  I  cannot  resist  the  conviction 
that,  if  he  were  with  me  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  the  Senate  should  send  an  appro- 
priation bill  there,  for  the  first  time  since  the 
foundation  of  the  Government,  asking  the  House 
of  Representatives,  without  previous  conference, 
to  pass  that  bill,  his  voice  would  echo  under  all 
its  arches,  and  resound  throughout  the  whole 
land,  in  vindication  of  the  independence  of  the 
House  of  Representatives — that  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives upon  which,  in  the  last  resort,  are  to 
be  rested  the  hopes  of  this  nation  for  its  ovm 
integrity  and  its  own  safety,  and  of  the  people 
for  their  freedom,  and,  through  that  freedom  and 
safety,  of  the  nations  of  the  earth  for  their  freedom 
and  progress  to  a  better  and  more  perfect  liberty. 
Mr.  HUNTER.  Mr.  President,  this  is  a  prop* 
osition,  submitted  by  the  Committee  on  Finance 
to  the  Senate,  to  take  the -sense  of  this  body  in 
re^rd  to  the  propriety  of  authorizing  that  com- 
mittee to  report  to  the  Senate  such  of  the  general 
appropriation  bills  as  the  committee  may  deem 
proper.  The  resolution  was  thus  limited, as  you 
yourself,  sir,  [Mr.  Stuart  in  tlie  chair,1  will  well 
remember,  with  the  express  view  of  enabling  that 
committee  to  interchange  opinions  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  of  the  other  House, 
when  it  shall  be  constituted,  to  see  what  would 
be  best,  between  the  two  committees,  for  the  dis- 
charge of  the  general  business  of  Congress.  It 
was  so  framed,  under  the  impression  that  it  would 
advance  the  dispatch  and  the  proper  consideration 
of  the  general  appropriation  oiHs  which  are  of  the 
liighest  importance  to  the  country,  to  enable  the 
two  Houses  to  divide  this  labor  so  that  it  might 
fall  less  heavily  upon  each,  and  so  as  to  enaole 
each  of  them  to  deliberate  and  consider  well  tlie 
propositions  which  might  be  brought  before  them. 
The  Senator  from  New  York,  however,  objects 
to  the  resolution,  partly  upon  some  fisincied  anal- 
ogies, which  really  do  not  exist,  between  this 
body  and  the  EngUsh  House  of  Lords— -between 
this  Government  and  that  of  Great  Britain;  and 
partly  because  it  is  against  the  spirit  of  the  Con- 
stitution; and  to  sustain  himself  in  that  position, 
he  refers  to  the  fact  that,  to  report  these  bills 
now,  would  be  an  innovation  upon  the  old  prac- 
tice of  the  two  Houses.  I  admit  that,  so  far  as 
reporting:  the  general  appropriation  bills  is  con- 
cerned, it  would  be  the  first  time  if  the  Senate 
should  now  instruct  its  committee  to  bring  them 
in;  but  I  deny,  so  far  as  the  question  of  power  is 
concerned,  that  it  would  be  any  innovation  upon 
the  established  practice  of  this  body,  or  upon  its 
constant  claim  in  relation  to  power  as  distributed 
under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  be- 
tween the  two  Houses.  Why,  sir,  we  have 
passed  special  appropriation  bills  nnce  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Government  down  to  to-day.  We 
Fassed  a  bill  to-day  for  the  relief  of  Mr.  Marsh, 
f  we  may  relieve  one  individual  by  a  special  ap- 
propriation bill,  why  may  we  not  relieve  many  by 
a  general  appropriation  bill  ?  If  we  may  pass  one 
pension  bill  l\>r  the  relief  of  a  particular  inaividual, 
why  may  we  not  pass  the  ^nerol  oj^ropriation 
bill  for  U>e  supply  of  pennons  ?    u  we  may  4o 
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what  the  Senator  from  New  York  asked  us  to 
do  the  other  day— establish  a  cusiom-houte  in 
Georgetown  by  a  separate  bill— why  may  we  not 
pass  a  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriaUon  bill, 
which  usually  provides  for  the  estaolishment  of 
many  custom-houses  ?  If  we .  may  pass  a  bill 
appropriating  millions  of  dollars  for  French  spolia- 
tions,— and  such  bills  have  ori^ated  in  this  body, 
and  been  supported  by  the  Senator  from  New 
York, — why  may  we  not  pass  bills  of  far  less 
amount,  which  are  called  general  appropriation 
bills — in  relation,  for  instance,  to  the  Military 
Academy  ?  Can  any  man  show  me  the  difference, 
so  far  as  the  question  of  power  is  concerned  ?  If 
you  were  to  deny  that  power  to  the  Senate,  you 
would  rob  it  of  more  than  half  its  usefulness — you 
would  deprive  it  of  nearly  all  its  efficiency. 

Nor,  sir,  is  it  true  that  the  fVamers  of  the  Con- 
stitution acted  upon  the  supposition  that  there 
was  an  analogy  between  this  body  and  the  House 
of  Lords  in  England;  nor  is  it  tnie  that  they 
framed  a  provision  in  our  Constitution  which  cor- 
responds with  that  which  prevailed  in  the  Eng- 
lish constitution.  There,  the  House  of  Lords  can 
do  nothing  with  a  money  bill — I  mean  a  bill  for 
raising  taxes,  for  furnishing  suppUes.  The  House 
of  Lords  cannot  even  amend  such  a  bill.  Here, 
on  the  other  hand,  there  is  an  express  provision 
in  the  Constitution  that  the  Senate  shall  have 
power  to  amend  and  to  alter  revenue  bills. 

This  is  a  question  which  has  been  discussed 
long  ago,  and  more  than  once;  and  not  only  does 
the  practice  of  the  Senate,  and  not  only  does  the 
assent  of  the  House,  in  passing  appropriation 
bills  which  originate  here,  affirm  the  existence  of 
the  right;  but  commentators  on  the  Constitution 
maintain  the  principle.  Jud^  Story  has  said,  in 
a  well-written  chapter  on  this  very  subject,  that 
the  prohibition  of  the  Constitution  was  confined 
only  to  those  bills  which  provided  for  raising 
taxes.  If  the  Senate  will  allow  me,  as  the  ex- 
tract is  not  a  very  long  one,  I  will  read  to  them 
what  he  says  in  reeard  to  the  propriety  of  put- 
ting any  such  prohibition  upon  the  Senate  or  the 
United  States  as  the  Senator  from  New  York  sup- 
poses.   Judge  Story  says: 

"  It  will  be  at  once  perceived  that  the  saine  reasons  do  not 
exist  in  the  same  extent,  for  the  same  exclusive  right  in  our 
House  of  Representatives  in  regard  to  money  billn,  as  exist 
for  such  right  in  the  British  Hou^c  of  Commons.  It  may 
be  fit,  that  it  should  possess  the  exclusive  ri^t  to  originate 
money  bills,  since  it  may  be  presumed  to  possess  more 
ample  means  of  local  information,  and  it  more  directly 
represents  the  opinions,  feeUngs,  and  wishes  of  the  people ; 
and,  being  directly  dependent  upon  tbem  for  support,  it  will 
be  more  watchful  ana  cautious  in  the  imposition  of  taxes, 
than  a  body  which  emanates  exclusively  from  the  States 
in  their  sovereign  political  capacity ;  but,  as  the  Senators 
are.  in  a  just  sense,  equally  representatives  of  the  people^, 
ana  do  not  hold  their  ofllces  by  a  permanent  or  hereditary 
title,  but  periodically  rstum  to  the  common  mass  of  citizens; 
sod,  above  all,  as  direct  taxes  are,  and  must  be,  apportioned 
among  the  States,  according  to  theur  Federal  population  ; 
and  as  all  the  States  have  a  distinct  local  interest,  both  as 
to  the  amount  and  nature  of  all  taxes  of  every  sort,  which 
are  to  be  levied,  there  seems  a  peculiar  fitness  in  giving  to 
the  Senate  a  power  to  alter  or  amend,  as  well  as  to  concur 
with  or  reject,  all  money  bills.  The  due  influence  of  all 
the  States  is  thus  preserved ;  for  otherwise  it  might  happen, 
from  the  overwhelming  representation  of  some  of  the  large 
States,  that  taxes  might  be  levied  which  would  bear  with 
peculiar  severity  upon  the  interests-^either  agricultural, 
commercial,  or  manufbcturinf[-~of  others,  being  the  minor 
States;  and  thus  the  equihbrium  intended  by  the  Consti- 
tution, as  well  of  power  as  of  interest  and  influence,  might 
be  practically  subverted." 

He  says  again: 

"  Indeed  the  history  of  the  orighi  of  the  power  already 
suggested"— 

that  is,  the  limitation  in  the  Constitution  of  which 

we  have  been  speaking — 

"  abtmdnntly  proves  that  it  has  been  confined  to  bills  to 
levy  taxes  in  the  strict  sense  of  the  word,  and  has  not  been 
ModeiBtood  to  extend  to  bills  for  other  purposes,  which  may 
incidentally  create  revenue,  fio  one  supposes  that  a  bill  to 
sell  any  of  tlio  public  lands,  or  to  sell  public  stock,  is  a  bill 
to  raise  revenue,  in  the  sense  of  the  Constitution.  Much 
less  would  a  bill  be  so  deemed,  which  merely  rsgolated  the 
value  of  foreign  and  domestic  coins,"  &c. 

In  the  course  of  this  very  chapter  he  refers  to 
the  fact,  that  the  bill  for  the  estaolishment  of  the 
Post  Office  Department,  which  does  raise  revenue 
by  means  of  postages,  originated  in  the  Senate. 

So  far,  then,  as  the  question  of  power  is  con- 
cerned, it  seems  to  me  that  there  is  not  the  least 
shadow  of  foundation  for  the  argument  which 
the  Senator  fVom  New  York  has  given  us.  In 
fact,  after  all,  it  rests  upon  the  mere  question  of 
practice.  Well,  sir,  there  is  a  very  sufficient 
reason  why  tliere  should  be  a  change  in  this  re- 
i;ard.    When  this  GoTernment  was  iostituted* 


the  whole  appropriations  to  carry  on  the  (Govern- 
ment did  not,  perhaps,  exceed  more  than  is  now 
appropriated  tor  the  uses  of  the  two  Houses  of 
donj^ress,  if  we  include  tifrir  printing.  Appro- 
priations were  small;  the  objects  of  appropriation 
were  not  so  numerous,  complicated,  and  difficult 
as  they  now  are,  and  did  not  require  the  same 
labor  and  consideration. 

Besides,  when  this  Confederacy  was  smaller, 
the  House  of  Representatives  itself  was  a  more 
efficient  body  than  it  now  is — more  practicable,  if 
I  may  use  the  term — was  better  able  to  originate 
and  to  mature  bills  of  this  sort.  Now,  when  our 
Confederacy  includes  such  a  variety  of  interests, 
and  such  an  enlarged  extent  of  te|[ritory,  it  be- 
comes more  difficult  for  that  body  to  originate 
them-~so  difficult  that  it  is  scarcely  ever  able  to 
mature  them  in  time  to  enable  the  Senate  to  ex- 
ercise its  just  right  of  amending  atul  considering 
them. 

In  this  state  of  things,  it  occurred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  that,  if  we  were  to  originate 
some  of  the  general  appropriation  bills  here,  and 
let  others  be  originated  in  the  House,  we  might 
secure  to  both  Houses  the  right,  which  is  so  im- 
portant to  both  of  them,  to  consider  maturely 
and  properly  the  appropriation  bills.  If  it  be  for 
the  better  dispatch  of  public  business  to  act  on 
these  bills  understanding! y  and  promptly,  then  it 
is  for  the  interest  of  both  Houses  that  the  busi- 
ness should  be  so  conducted.  How  is  it  any 
encroachment  on  the  rights  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives if  we  originate  such  a  bill  here }  They 
will  have  to  pass  upon  it  afterwards.  Can  they 
not  reject  it  or  amend  it  as  they  choose?  Can  any 
bill  pass  which  does  not  receive  their  assent,  and 
which  tliey  do  not  consider  proper?  The  only 
effect  will  be  tliat,  by  this  division  of  labor,  we 
shall  have  the  appropriation  bills  more  maturely 
and  deliberately  considered  than  they  now  are. 
So  far  as  the  question  of  power  is  concerned,  I 
believe  that  it  would  add  to  the  power  of  the 
House  of  Representatives — that  it  would  increase 
their  facility  of  dispatching  business  and  taking 
a  more  general  survey  of  uie  whole  business  of 
the  country.  As  matters  now  stand,  they  do  not 
do  much  more  than  mature  the  appropriation 
bills;  and  when  measures  of  general  legislation 
are  passed,  unfortunately,  dunng  the  last  three 
or  four  years,  they  have  been  passed  as  mere 
appendages  to  the  general  appropriation  bUls 
tnemselves.  If  we  were  to  divide  this  labor — 
the  Senate  taking  a  portion  of  it,  and  the  House 
a  portion  of  it — the  House  of  Representatives 
would  have  more  time  to  attend  to  subjects  of 
general  legislation,  and  would  have  a  larger  share 
of  influence,  and  a  more  potential  voice  in  the 
general  legislation  of  the  country. 

Mr.  President,  I  go  farther.  I  believe  it  would 
promote  the  efficiency  of  the  representative  branch 
of  this  Crovernment.  I  believe  it  would  tend  to 
maintain  the  power  and  influence  of  some  rep- 
resentative branch  much  longer,  to  enable  the 
Senate  thus  to  share  this  power,  and  thus  enable 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress  to  exercise  more 
influence  over  the  generallegislation  of  the  coun- 
try. As  things  now  stand,  as  the  other  House 
becomes  more  numerous,  and  as  it  becomes  more 
and  more  difficult  to  puss  bills  through  it,  the 
whole  effect  is  to  throw  power — \0iere  ?  Here  ? 
No,  sir;  but  in  tlie  executive  branch.  The  tend- 
ency of  our  system  of  government  is  to  accumu- 
late power  in  the  executive  government,  and  the 
checK  upon  it,  after  all,  will  be  found  to  lie  here. 
It  will  be  found  to  lie  here,  because  we  represent 
the  people  enumerated  in  a  different  manner  from 
the  representation  in  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives. The  President  and  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives represent  very  nearly  the  same 
constituency;  and  the  check  designed  by  the 
Constitution  was  to  interpose  a  representation, 
according  to  territory,  between  those  twoj  so  as 
to  operate  as  a  balance  upon  both.  Sir,  you  pre- 
serve that  balance  by  maintaining  the  just  rights 
and  powers  and  privileges  of  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States;  and  you  preserve  the  efficiency 
of  representative  government,  by  enabling  botn 
branches  of  Cong^ress  to  consider  and  mature, 
each  according  to  its  own  will  and  judgment,  the 
appropriation  oills.  If  they  are  so  managed  that 
they  are  left  alone  to  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, as  that  body  becomes  larger  and  larger, 
and  more  and  more  impractiuible,  as  we  have 
seen,  will  it  not  follow  that»  after  all,  we  shall 


have  no  other  appropriation  bills  than  the  mere 
estimates  of  the  Departments— appropriation  bills 
which  arc  not  considered  hero,  because  they  do 
not  come  to  us  in  time — appropriation  bills  which 
often,  from  various  accidents  that  may  occur, 
from  sectional  strifes,  from  ^reat  excitements, 
are  not  always  properly  considered  in  the  House 
in  which  they  have  heretofore  been  originated. 

Sir,  the  advantages  which  we  should  have  by. 
originating  some  of  the  appropriation  bills  here — 
advantages  in  which  the  House  would  participate, 
advantages  which  the  people  would 'derive  from 
it — are  tnese:  This  is  a  smaller  body;  it  can  act 
more  efficiently;  the  term  of  service  is  longer,  and 
it  will  generally  happen  that  members  who  are 
here  have  been  trained  to  this  business  and  enjoy 
a  larger  experience  in  it.  It  would  seem  to  hie 
proper,  therefore,  that  the  initiation  of  such  bills 
should  be  con£ded,  to  some  extent,  to  those  who 
have  the  most  experience,  and  to  that  body  which 
can  act  with  most  efficiency  and  dispatch.  Nor 
will  the  House  lose  power  by  it;  they  will  act 
on  every  item.  They  can  suotract  as  much  as 
they  choose,  or  add  as  much  as  they  choose,  to 
such  bills;  the  only  efl*ect  is  to  increase  their  own 
efficiency. 

I  acknowledge,  sir,  that  it  would  be  an  unfor- 
tunate thing  for  the  two  Houses  to  get  into  a 
controversy;  not  on  the  question  of  power,  for 
there  can  be  no  such  question  in  this  case,  bat 
upon  a  question  of  courtesy.  It  seoms  to  me» 
however,  that  there  can  be  no  danger  of  this.  If 
it  should  appear,  upon  a  consideration  of  the 
proposition,  that  it  is  best  for  both  Houses,  and 
best  for  the  country,  that  we  should  orimnale 
such  bills,  if  the  two  committees  interchange 
opinions,  as  doubtless  they  will,  and  agree  oa 
some  division  of  these  bills,  in  order  to  divide  the 
labor  and  to  enable  both  Houses  to  go  to  work  at 
once  upon  them , — if  this  course  be  taken,  it  seems 
to  me  there  can  be  no  danger  of  dispute  on  any 
mere  matter  of  courtesy,  which  is  the  only  danger 
I  ever  apprehended  in  regard  to  it. 

I  thtuK,  therefore,  that  it  is  eminentlypropcr 
that  we  should  mak^  the  experiment.  We  can- 
not tell  whether  the  House  of  Representatives 
will  agree  to  it,  until  we  try  them;  let  us  try 
them.  It  will  be  time  enoiigh  to  consider  the 
other  question  when  they  shall  refuse  to  do  so* 
or  shall  take  it  as  a  reflection  on  them.  I  have 
no  idea  that  they  will  so  regard  it.  The  resolu- 
tion is  not  so  intended.  It  is  intended  for  the 
common  good  of  both  Houses,  and  especially  for 
the  good  of  the  country.  So  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, my  wish  is  that  the  Senate  should  determ- 
ine the  question  at  once.  If  we  are  to  undertake 
this  business,  it  is  time  we  were  at  it;  the  labor  is 
great.  If  we  are  not,  we  ought  to  know  it,  so 
that  we  may  not  throw  away  labor  without  any 
benefit  to  ourselves  or  to  the  country. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  Mr.  President,  the  Senator 
from  New  York  is  wholly  mistaken  in  his  sup- 
position of  what  would  be  my  course  under  dif- 
ferent circumstances.  I  indicated,  on  a  former 
occasion,  that  I  favored  this  particular  measure; 
and  I  will  now  state  that,  for  several  years  while 
I  was  a  member  of  the  other  House,  and  while  I 
w€is  serving  on  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  there,  I  repeatedly  urged  my  friend  from 
Virginia,  tho  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance of  this  branch  of  Congress,  to  originate  in 
tliis  body  some  of  the  generm  appropriation  billa. 
I  urged  dim  to  do  so,  because  I  deemed  it  neces- 
sary to  the  exercise  of  the  just  power  of  both 
Houses  over  questions  of  expenditure.  That  was 
my  opinion  as  a  member  of  the  House  of  Repre* 
sentatives,  and  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  of  that  House.  That  having 
been  my  course  then,  I  have  the  best  reasons  to 
know  what  my  course  would  be  if  I  were  now  a 
member  of  that  branch;  and  therefore  tlie  suppo- 
sition of  the  Senator  from  New  York,  as  to  wnat 
my  course  would  be,  is  altogether  baseless. 

Sir,  there  is  no  constitutional  question  involved 
in  this  matter,  as  the  Senator  from  Virginia  has 
very  properly  stated.  The  Senator  from  New 
York  himself  admits  that  the  words  of  the  Con- 
stitution are  clear,  and  he  does  not  deny  that 
according  to  those  words  we  have  the  power. 
The  language  of  the  Constitution  on  this  subject 
is  very  explicit.  The  terms  which  its  fraroers 
employed  have  a  definite  meaning,  and  that 
meaning  was  understood  by  them.  A  proposi- 
tion to  restrict  the  power,  as  the  Senator  from 
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p^  274.)  Afterwsrdit  in  canTeation,  when  the 
clause  relaling  to  equoMif  of  vota  waa  under  con- 
sideration, we  have  this  report  of  what  he  said: 

<*  Dr.  Frarkun  obMrved.  that  this  question  could  not  be 
properly  pat  by  itMlf,  the  commiltee  having  reported  Mvcml 
propositions  m»  mutual  eonditioiu  of  each  other*  He  could 
not  vote  for  it  if  separately  taken ;  but  should  vote  for  the 
wliole  together."— /Mi.,  p.  282. 

Colonel  Mason,  of  Virginia,  was  of  the  same 
opinion,  and  desired  **  that  the  whole  might  be 
brought  into  one  xntio,  '* 

Mr.  Gerry,  of  M|uisachusetts,  followed  up  the 
idea  of  the  mutual  dependence  of  the  two  prop- 
ositions, remarking — 

"  He  would  not  say  that  the  concession  was  a  sufficient 
one  on  the  part  of  Uie  small  S^tes ;  but  he  could  not  but 
reipud  it  in  the  light  of  a  conceadon.  It  would  make  it  a 
constitutional  principle,  that  the  second  branch  were  not 
possessed  of  the  contidence  of  the  people  in  tnoney  maUert, 
[Please,  sir,  to  mark  the  breadth  of  this  ezpressionJwhich 
would  lessen  their  weight  and  Influence."— /&uf.,  283. 

Mr.  Pinckney,  of  South  Carolina,  followed, 
saying — 

'<  He  thought  it  evident  that  the  concession  was  wholly 
on  one  side,  that  of  the  large  States ;  the  privilege  of  origtn- 
atlBg  mofMy  fitUs  being  of  no  account." — Ihid, 

At  a  later  stase  of  the  debates^  the  subject  was 
resumed,  and  the  two  propositions  stilt  appear 
together: 

"  Mr.  RuTLEDOE,  of  South  Carolina,  proposed  to  recon- 
sider the  two  propositions,  touching  the  originating  of  money 
hUU  in  the  first,  and  the  emuitUM  of  voU$  in  the  second 
teaach." 

"  Mr.  SBtaMAif,  of  Conuecticut,  was  for  the  questioa  on 
the  whole  at  once.  It  was.  he  naid,  a  conciUalory  plan. 
It  had  been  considered  in  all  its  parts." 

**  Mr.  LuTyca  Mabtin,  of  Maryland,  oiged  the  question 
on  the  whole  He  did  not  like  many  parts  of  the  plan." 
*  *  *  "He  was  willing,  however,  to  make  trial  of  the 
plan  rather  than  do  nothing."— Iftid.,  310. 

**  Mr.  OaaaT,  of  Massachusetts,  did  not  arorove  of  a 
Becomsideration  of  the  clause  relating  to  money  bm$.  ft  was 
of  great  consequence.  It  was  the  comer^s<oi»«  of  the  ac- 
eommodation.^' — Ibid,,  311. 

At  a  still  later  stage  Mr.  Pinckney  moved  to 
strike  out  the  section  on  jnoney  bills,  '*  as  eiving 
«Q0  peculiar  advantase  to  the  Hotise  of  Kcpre- 
sentatives,  and  as  dogj^ing  the  GoTernment." 
Mr.  Gorham  was  **  against  allowing  the  Senate 
to  originaU,  but  was  willing  to  allow  it  only  to 
mnund, ' '  Mr.  Govcrneur  Morris  urged  that  it  was 
**  particularly  proper  that  the  Senate  should  hare 
the  right  of  originating  money  bUU.  They  will 
ait  constantly,  will  consist  of  a  smaller  number, 
and  will  be  able  to  prepare  such  bills  with  due 
correctness,  and  so  to  prevent  delay  of  business 
in  the  other  House."  To aU  this, CTolonel Mason 
replied,  in  the  strone  language  which  seems  to 
have  been  natural  to  nim,  Uiat  **  he  was  unwilling 
to  travel  over  the  ground  again.  To  strike  out 
the  section  was  to  unhinge  the  compromise  of  which 
ittnadeapurt."  (/did.,  394.)  I  might  adduce  other 
authorities;  but  here  surely  is  enough  to  show 
that  the  provision  in  question  was  in  reality  one 
of  the  important  compromises  of  the  Constitution. 

And  this  brings  me,  sir,  to  the  precise  meaning 
cftf  the  provision.  The  seeming  mdefiniteness  of 
the  terra,  **  bills  for  raising  revenue,"  may,  per- 
haps, furnish  apology  for  the  present  effort.  It 
may  be  argued  that,  while  the  Senate  is  placed 
under  certain  restrictions,  it  may,  nevertheless, 
originate  *  *  appropriation  bills. ' '  This ,  of  course , 
10  a  question  of  interpretation.  Does  this  interdict 
upon  the  Senate  extend  to  the  bills  by  which  money 
is  appropriated  to  the  support  of  Government,  as 
well  as  to  those  bills  by  which  it  is  directly  ob- 
tained ?  Are  appropriation  bills  included  under  the 
term,  **  bills  for  raising  revenue  ?"  Now,  I  cannot 

d'oin  with  the  opinions  so  confidently  expressed 
y  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  TMr.  Hitntbr,]  and 
the  Senator  from  Geoi]^ia,  [Mr.  Toombi,]  that  it 
was  clearly  the  intention  of  the  Constitution  to 
eoncede  to  the  Senate  the  power  of  Originating  all 
appropriation  bills;  nor,  on  the  other  hand,  do  I 
Maert  that  such  exercise  of  power  is  in  the  strict 
sense  unconstitutional.  I  approach  the  question 
iMsn  inquirer,  anxious  to  find  the  real  purpose  of 
the  fathers. 

There  are  several  considerations  which  seem 
to  shed  lif  ht  on  the  path  to  our  conclusion. 

First,  The  compromise  between  the  small  States 
and  large  States  can  be  made  completely  effective, 
according  to  the  obvious  intent  or  the  authors  of 
the  Constitution,  only  by  interdicting  the  Senate 
from  originating  the  great  appropriaUon  bills.  If 
this  interdict  is  restrained  simplv  to  tarifif  bills, 
which  occur  oaly  at  rare  intervals,  it  becomes  a 
very  inadagiiftf  oompsnsatioo  fof  the  aurreiidar 


made  by  the  large  States  to  the  small  States  in 
the  constitution  of  the  Senate.  According  to  the 
reason  of  the  rule,  the  great  appropriation  bills 
must  be  equally  within  its  intenoment.  The 
reason  is  as  strong  in  one  case  as  in  the  other. 

In  the  debates  of  the  Convention,  Dr.  Franklin 
said  that,  '*  as  it  had  been  asked  what  would  be 
the  use  of  restraining  the  second  branch  from  med- 
dling with  money  biUs,  he  could  not  but  remark, 
that  it  was  always  of  importance  that  the  people 
should  know  who  had  disposed  of  their  money, 
and  how  it  hmd  been  disposed  of,  [Please,  sir,  to 
mark  these  words.]  It  "i^as  a  maxim,  that  those 
who  feel  can  best  judge.  This  end  would  be  best 
attained  if  mofiey  q^^Wrt  were  to  be  confined  to 
the  immediate  representatives  of  the  people." 
(Elliot's  Debates,  vol.  V.  p.  984.)  Mr.  Gerry,  in 
ureing  the  restraint  upon  the  Senate,  said,  *'  the 
other  branch  was  more  immediately  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  and  %i  toot  a  maxvm  that 
the  people  ought  to  hold  the  purse-strings, "  (/Md., 
188.)  How,  sir,  can  they  hold  the  purse-strings 
unless  they  hold  the  bills  by  which  the  purse  is 
appropriated  ?  And  Colonel  Mason  broke  forth 
in  language  which  clearly  reveals  his  sense  of  the 
danger  against  which  we  should  guard.  "  If  the 
Senate,"  said  he,  *'can  originate,  they  will,  in 
the  recess  of  the  legislative  sessions,  hatch  their 
mischievous  projects  for  their  own  purposes,  and 
have  their  money  bills  cut  and  dried  (to  use  a  com- 
mon phrase^  for  the  meeting  of  the  House  of 
ReprescntaUves."  (/&td.,  415.)  I  repeat,  then, 
according  to  the  reason  of  the  rule,  the  great  ap- 

Eropriation  bills  must  be  embraced  by  the  prohi- 
ition. 

Secondly,  There  is  a  second  consideration, 
founded  on  the  familiar  use  of  the  term  m&ney 
bills  throughout  the  debates  in  the  Convention, 
as  apphcable  to  the  bills  which  the  Senate  cannot 
originate.  I  need  not  occupy  time  by  reference 
to  instances;  but  whoever  takes  the  trouble  to  in- 
vestigate the  matter  mi  Mr.  Madison  *s  reports  of 
the  debates,  and  also  in  the  report  of  the  Virginia 
Convention,  will  find  that  tnis  term  is  univer- 
sally employed,  imless,  indeed,  where  Mr.  Grov- 
emeur  Morris  uses  the  broader  term  '*  money 
plans,"  {Ibid,,  p.  282,)  and  Mr.  Grerry  <*  money 
matter8"(IKd.,p.283.)  Now,  all  of  these  phrases 
are  clearly  applicable  to  **  appropriation  bills," 
by  which  the  Government  is  carried  on;  and  the 
inference  seems  irresistible  that  the  parties  who 
used  them  must  have  had  such  bills  in  mind. 

In  the  Yii^inia  convention  objection  was  made 
by  Mr.  Grayson  **  to  the  power  of  the  Senate  to 
propose  or  concur  with  amendments  to  money 
bills.^*  He  pronounced  this  ** a  departure  from 
that  great  principle  which  required  that  the  imme- 
diate  representatives  of  the  people  only  should  inter- 
fere with  money  bills.  The  Lords  in  England  had 
never  been  allowed  to  meddle  with  money  bills. 
He  knew  not  why  the  Senate  should." — (Elliot's 
Debates,  vol.  I.  p.  375.) 

Thirdly,  And  this  bnngs  me  to  a  third  consid- 
eration, founded  on  the  example  of  England, 
which  was  obviously  in  the  minds  of  the  framers 
of  the  Constitution.    The  Senator  from  Virginia 

I  Mr.  Hunter]  is  clearly  mistaken  on  this  point, 
t  was  often  adduced  in  debate  in  the  Federal  Con- 
vention, and,  as  we  have  just  seen,  in  the  Virginia 
Convention  also.  In  England  the  rule  is  explicit 
and  of  ancient  date.  As  early  as  the  3d  of  July, 
1678,  the  Commons  resolved: 

"TiMt  all  aids  and  supplies,  and  aids  to  bis  Majesty  in 
Parliament,  are  tlie  sole  giti  or  the  Coounons ;  €md  all  MUt 
for  the  granting  ofonytuch  aid$  and  ntpfUet  ougkt  to  kegm 
with  the  Commomi  and  that  it  is  the  undovMed  and  $(^ 
right  of  the  Common$  to  direct j  HmU.  and  appointf  in  guch 
btiU,  the  ends,  jMnrpote*,  contiderationtj  fimitation$,  and 
qMolifieationM  of  inch  grante  ;  wbieb  oofht  aot  to  be  changed 
or  altered  by  tne  House  of  Lords.*' — May^t  Law  <(fParlia' 
mentf  p.  407. 

In  pursuance  of  this  rule,  the  estimates  for  the 
annual  expenditure  are  submitted  by  the  Ministry 
to  the  House  of  Commons,  sitting  as  a  committee 
of  supply.    This  process  is  explained  as  follows: 

"  The  member  of  the  Administrattoo  representing  the 
department  for  ^bicb  the  supplies  are  required,  first  ex- 
plains to  the  committee  such  matters  as  may  satisfy  them 
of  the  correctness  and  propriety  of  the  estimates,  and  then 
proceeds  to  propoae  each  grant  in  succession,  which  is  put 
nrom  the  Chair  in  these  words :  *  Thata  sum  not  exceeding 

be  granted  to  her  Majesty  for  the  object  specified  in 

the  estimate.'  *  *  *  j>\^^  committee  of  supply  votes 
every  supi  which  is  granted  annually  for  the  public  service 
— the  Army,  the  Navy,  the  ordnance,  and  the  several  civil 
depaftm«its.'>-*Aid.,  pp.  415  and  418. 

And  at  the  dose  «f  the  seaston  all  the  graala 


are  embodied  in  a  bill,  which  is  kBown  u  tb 
*<  appropriation  bill ;"  and  whtcb,  as  it  it  kindred 
in  character  to  that  under  our  aystem,  doubtle« 
has  given  its  name  to  ours.  This  bill  it  thin 
descnbed: 

**  It  enumerates  every  grant  that  bu  bsen  made  tm^ 
the  whole  session,  and  authorizes  the  several  BiuDs,aarQM 
by  the  committee  of  supply,  to  be  issued  and  uplkd  lo 
each  service."— IWrf.,  p.  425. 

Tlius,on  three  accounts:  first,  by  the  reason 
of  the  thing;  secondly,  by  the  familiar  uie  of  the 
descriptive  term  **money  bills"  inall  the  debatti, 
and  thirdly,  by  the  example  of  Engiand-the 
conclusion  seems  irresistible,  that  '*  appropria- 
tion bills,**  by  which  the  Government  %$  eerriedon^ 
are  within  the  spirit  of  the  interdict  upoo  the 
Senate,  and  that  this  body  cannot  originate  such 
bills  without  a  violation  of  a  well-established 
principle,  inherited  from  English  jurisprudence, 
and  also  without  itnAinging^,  according  to  the 
language  of  Colonel  Mason,  in  the  Federal  Con- 
vention, that  compromise,  by  virtue  of  which  the 
small  States  are  admitted  to  an  equality  of  rep- 
resentation on  this  floor. 

I  am  not  unmindful  of  the  fact,  on  which  the 
Senator  from  Virginia  has  dwelt  so  emphatically, 
that  the  Senate  has  been  in  the  habit  of  origioat- 
ing  pension  bills,  bills  for  the  payment  of  priTate 
claims,  and  kindred  measures.  I  was  gfad,  to- 
day, in  voting  for  the  bill  originated  in  this  body 
for  the  relief  of  our  late  distinguished  Minister  at 
Constantinople.  Butagainst  Uiis  usage,  which  is 
exceptional  m  character,  and  which  has  probably 
attracted  little  attention  from  its  considerable  con- 
venience and  its  little  importance,  may  be  opposed 
the  uniform  usage,  that  the  great  bills  prondiof 
for  the  necessities  of  the  Government  haTc  at 
ways  originated  in  the  House  of  Representatiirei. 
And  you  will  bear  in  mind,  air,  that  the  question 
is  now  on  these  bills. 

Mr.  President,  it  is  a  received  maxim,  that  it 
is  the  peu't  of  a  good  judge  to  amplify  his  jurii- 
diction;  but  it  will  hardly  be  accepted,  that  it  is 
the  part  of  the  American  Senate  tu  amplify  its 
powers,  particularly  in  derogation  of  the  popular 
branch .  And  it  surely  cannot  escape  obsenratton 
that  the  present  effort  is  launched  at  a  moment 
when  the  popular  branch  promises  to  differ  from 
the  Senate  on  important  questions  of  national 
policy.  I  am  not  insensible  to  the  public  conT^ 
nicnce  which  has  been  pressed  in  this  debate;  but 
permit  me  to  say,  that  snouJd  this  convenience  re- 
quire the  proposed  departure  from  our  standing 
policy,  you  will  be  wise,  sir,  if  you  hearken  to  the 
counsels  of  the  Senator  from  TSew  York,  and  re- 
frain from  any  innovation  unless  assured  of  the 
consent  and  cooperation  of  the  other  House. 

Mr.  TOUCEY.  Mr.  President,  the  Senator 
from  New  York,  who  has  addressed  the  Senate, 
admitted  tipequivocally  that  the  Senate  has  the 
power  to  originate  appropriation  bills;  but  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts,  if  I  rightly  under- 
stood him,  denied  the  power  of  the  Senate  to  on- 
ginate  such  bills. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  WiU  the  Senator  allow  me  to 
say  that  my  statement  was,  that  I  regarded  it  aii 
departure  from  the  spirit  of  the  CoDstitution? 

Mr.  TOUCEY.  I  would  beg  leave  to  ssk 
whether  he  denies  the  power  of  the  Senate  to 
originate  appropriation  bills  ? 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  have  already  said  that  the 
language  in  the  Constitution  seemed  to  mew* 
definite.  It  is  not,  on  the  face  of  it,  clear.  I »« 
driven,  therefore,  to  cotemporaneous  eTidenccia 
order  to  seek  its  precise  meaning;  and,  f^^JJ 
to  that,  my  conclusion  is,  that,  according  to  the 
spirit  of  the  Constitution,  it  does  not  belong  to 
this  body  to  originate  appropriation  bills. 

Mr.  TOUCEY.  Do  I  understand  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  to  say  that  it  would  be  uncon- 
stitutional, in  his  judgment,  for  the  Senate  to  on- 
ginate  an  appropriation  bill,  or  does  he  decline  to 
express  an  opinion  on  that  point? 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  do  not  decline  to  expr«« 
an  opinion  on  any  question,  Mr.  President;  but 
beUeve  that  I  have  already  answered  thequ^w* 
which  has  been  put  to  me,  when  1  said  that  » 
does  not  seem  to  me,  according  to  the  spirit  ot 
the  Constitution,  that  the  Senate  should  ongioo*^ 
appropriation  bills.  I  did  not  go  into  the  queo- 
tion  of,  if  I  may  say  so,  the  Wltmusi  *'******|''[7 
the  extreme  right  tmder  the  Constitution;  1  <"• 
not  undertake  on  tharto  express  any  opiiuon. 

Mr.  TOUCEY.    I  understand  thsn,  Mr.  Pre«- 
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dent,  that  the  Senator  does  not  deny  the  power  ^ 
of  the  Senate  to  originate  an  appropriation  bill, 
and  I  think  that  he  is  the  only  member  of  this  body 
^who  entertains  a  doubt  on  that  point.  The  Con- 
Bti cation  expressly  provides  that "  no  money  shall 
be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  except  in  conse- 
quence of  appropriations  made  by  law."  The 
money  is  locked  up  in  the  Treasury,  and  it  must 
remain  there  until  it  is  taken  from  the  Treasury 
by  an  act  of  Congress,  for  it  cannot  be  taken 
away,  whether  in  small  or  in  large  amounts,  ex- 
cept in  consequence  of  an  appropriation  made  by 
law. 

Now,  sir,  any  bill  which  authorizes  the  pay- 
ment of  money  from  the  public  Treasury  is  a 
bill  appropriating  that  public  money;  it  is  an  ap- 
propriation by  law;  it  is,  therefore,  an  appropri- 
ation bill.  A  bill  appropriating  money  to  pay  an 
individual  claim — a  private  claim — is  an  appropri- 
ation bill,  or  the  money  could  not  be  paid  from 
the  Treasury  under  it.  A  bill  appropriating 
1^,000,000  to  pay  the  French  spoliation  claims  was 
an  appropriation  bill;  and,' if  I  recollect  aris^ht, 
it  received  the  sanction  of  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
■achusetts.  A  bill  appropriating  money  for  the  im- 
provement of  harbors  and  rivers,  large  amounts, 
was  strictly  an  appropriation  bill,  and  such  a  bill 
received  the  sanction  of  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts. The  honorable  Senator  from  New 
York  who  spoke  on  this  question,  I  believe  has 
introduced  more  bills  of  that  description  during 
the  present  session,  than  almost  any  other  mem- 
ber of  the  body. 

Indeed,  sir,  it  is  the  common  experience  of 
every  Senator  that  appropriation  bills  for  small 
amounts  and  for  large  amounts  are  introduced 
here  daily.  Does  the  Senator  fi*om  Massachu- 
setts gravely  sugg^est  a  doubt  in  this  body  whether 
any  bill  appropriating  monejr  out  of  the  public 
Treasury  is  an  "appropriation  by  law,  and 
whether  the  bill  introduced  for  that  purpose  is  an 
appropriation  bill }  There  is  but  one  other  opinion 
that  has  been  advanced  on  the  Constitution  that 
w.ould  be  as  paradoxical  as  that. 

On  the  other  hand ,  a  revenue  bill  is  said  to  be 
a  bill  raising  revenue:  "  All  bills  for  raising  rev- 
enue shall  ori^nate  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives." Does  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
entertain  the  opinion  that  a  bill  appropriating 
money  out  of  the  Treasury  is  a  bill  for  raisin? 
revenue  ?  Will  he  stand  up  here  in  his  place  and 
say  he  entertains  any  doubt  on  that  point?  Has 
he  made  his  elaborate  speech  for  the  purpose  of 
advancing  and  sustaining  the  idea  that  a  bill  appro- 
priating money  out  of  the  public  Treasury  is  a 
Dill  for  the  raising  of  revenue  ?  We  should  have 
revenue  enough  if  bills  of  that  kind  would  have 
the  effect  of  raising  revenue. 

The  language  of  the  Constitution,  sir,  is  entire- 
ly free  from  any  doubt;  it  is  not  susceptible  of 
two  constructions.  The  Constitution  itself  spe- 
cifically nrovides  for  appropriation  bills  and  for 
revenue  bills.  They  are  entirely  distinct;  they 
are  totally  diverse  in  their  operation .  One  brings 
money  into  the  Treasury,  where  the  Constitution 
locks  it  up  until  an  appropriation  bill  is  passed, 
by  which  the  money  is  drawn  from  the  Treasury 
and  appropriated  to  purposes  general  or  special. 
Upon  this  point  the  Constitution  is  clear  and 
unequivocal;  and  when  it  has  applied  an  inhibi- 
tion to  only  one  class  of  bills — those  for  raising 
revenue — it  passes  comprehension  that  any  gen- 
tleman should  entertain  a  doubt  whether  that 
inhibition  extends  to  an  appropriation  bill. 

But  it  is  said  that  the  practice  of  the  Senate  has 
been  not  to  originate  appropriation  bills.  Sir, 
exactly  the  reverse  is  true.  It  is  the  practice  of 
the  Senate,  and  has  been  since  the  foundation  of  * 
the  Groyernment,  to  originate  appropriation  bills. 
There  is,  I  admit,  one  class  of  appropriation  bills 
w-hich  we  have  not  been  in  the  nabit  of  origina- 
ting here,  and  they  are  the  general  appropriation 
bills,  based  upon  the  estimates  of  tne  executive 
departments.  They  are  undoubtedly  important; 
but  that  omission  does  not  authorize  any  one  to 
■ay  that  the  settled  practice  of  the  Senate  has 
been  not  to  originate  appropriation  bills.  But, 
sir,  I  do  not  so  much  heed  tne  practice  of  either 
House  of  Congress  as  I  do  the  plain  provisions 
of  the  Constitution.  I  do  not  so  much  heed 
compromises  which  are  not  embraced  in  the  Con- 
stitution itself.  I  repudiate  all  compromises  which 
are  not  to  be  found  in  the  Constitution  itself.  I 
do  not  believe  that  either  House  of  Congress,  or 


both  together,  by  any  practice  or  by  any  law,  can 
make  a  compromise  which  supersedes  or  modi- 
fies the  Constitution  of  the  country.  I  utterly 
repudiate  the  idea  of  permitting  either  any  prac- 
tice or  any  compromise,  outside  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, to  vary  tne  powers  of  this  body  or  the 
powera  of  Congress.  The  Constitution  is  a  living 
instrument,  and  confers  upon  the  present  Con- 

fress  the  same  powera  that  it  conferred  on  the 
rat  Congress  which  assembled  under  it,  save  only 
where  those  powera  have  been  changed  by  sub- 
sequent amendments  of  the  Constitution  in  the 
mode  provided  by  the  instrument  itself. 

Sir,  here  is  a  power  conferred  on  this  body; 
and  are  we  to  repudiate  that  power  ?  It  was  con- 
ferred upon  this  body  for  wise  puiposes.  It  is 
the  law  of  this  body.  The  power  is  intrusted  to 
this  body,  and  we  are  not  at  liberty  to  permit  it 
to  fall  into  disuse,  provided  the  public  service  or 
the  public  interest  requires  its  exercise.  The 
language  of  the  Consatution  is  clear,  that  this 
body  has  the  power  to  originate  an  appropriation 
bill,  whether  general  or  special;  and  are  wc  to  be 
wiser  than  those  who  framed  the  Constitution  ? 
Are  we  to  be  wiser  than  the  States  which  adopted 
it .'  Sir,  if  we  keep  within  the  limits  of  the  Con- 
stitution, if  we  adhere  to  it  strictly,  if  we  carry 
it  out  according  to  its  plain  import  and  meaning, 
in  my  judgment  we  best  perform  our  public  duty. 
I  am  willing  neither  to  exercise  any  power  that 
is  not  clearly  granted,  nor  to  forbear  the  exercise 
of  a  power  which  is  conferred  upon  us,  when  a 
proper  occasion  arises  for  the  exercise  of  that 
power. 

Now,  the  only  question  is,  this  power  being 
clearly  conferred  on  the  Senate,  are  we  to  go  on, 
for  all  time,  rejecting  the  exercise  of  the  power  in 
the  particular  case  of  a  general  appropriation  bill  ? 
Sir,  I  would  do  nothing  which  would  unneces- 
sarily interfere  with  the  other  branch  of  Congress; 
I  would  act  with  the  utmost  comity  to  them.  I 
would  not  take  a  step  which  could  justly  excite 
apprehension  on  their  part  that  we  intended  to 
trespass  on  their  duties  or  on  powera  exclusively 
oonnded  to  them.  But  if  the  Senate  has  an  equal 
power  with  the  House  of  Representatives  to  origin- 
ate a  general  appropriation  niil,  can  it  be  regarded 
as  in  the  least  degree  evincing  any  want  of  regard 
or  respect  to  the  House  of  Representatives  ii  we 
shoula  divide  this  labor  with  that  body  ?  The  form 
of  this  resolution  was  adopted  for  the  very  pur- 
pose of  leaving  to  consultation  between  the  Finance 
Committees  of  both  Houses  whether  this  labor 
might  not  be  divided  between  them,  so  that  the 
bills  might  be  brought  forward  at  an  earlier  period 
of  the  session  than  usual,  and  receive  that  atten- 
tion from  the  Senate,  as  well  as  from  the  House, 
which  they  deserve.  It  was  dengned,  harmoni- 
ously with  the  other  body,  to  apply  a  remedy  to 


an  evil  which  had  been  long  felt  here— an  evil 
which  has  grown  to  an  alarming  magnitude—the 
evil  so  graphically  described  by  the  Senator  from 
Greorgia,  [Mr.  Toombs.]  When  we  know  that 
that  evil  exists,  jvhen  we  feel  it  every  session 
pressing  upon  us,  are  we  not  to  apply  a  remedy, 
if  a  remedy  be  within  our  power? 

Sir,  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  as  far  as  the 
finances  of  the  country  are  concerned,  that  we 
should  be  able  to  attend  to  the  details  of  these 
appropriation  bills.  I  know  of  no  way  in  which 
that  can  be  accomplished  except  in  the  mode 
pointed  out  by  this  resolution.  I  hope  it  will  be 
adopted,  and  will  be  received  by  the  other  branch 
of  Congress  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  has  been  in- 
troduced here,  and  which  has  been  intended  to  be 
manifested  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  this 
attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  to  accelerate  the 
business  of  the  session. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Mr.  President,  I  do  not  wish 
to  detain  the  Senate  by  entering  into  any  further 
discussion  on  this  question.  I  wish,  however, 
simply  to  say,  that  I  shall  vote  against  this  prop- 
osition ;  for,  whatever  may  be  the  constitutional 
powera  of  the  Senate  to  originate  general  appro- 
priation bills,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  fact 
that  when  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
was  framed,  its  framera  supposed  that  this  was  a 
compromise  between  the  States  and  the  people, 
that  the  theory  settled  in  the  Constitution  was  that 
money  bills — general  appropriation  bills — s)iould 
originate  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  debates  in  the  .Convention  referred  to  by 
my  collea^e — the  debates  in  the  State  conven- 
tions, as  will  ^pear  if  Senators  ¥rill  eitamin*  those 


debates— abundantly  sustain  that  position.  Sir, 
the  practice  of  the  Government,  of  the  wise  men 
who  framed  the  Constitution,  from  the  year  17^ 
to  1856,  during  two  entire  generations,  has  been 
to  adhere  to  this  policy. 

Now,  sir,  we  are  called  upon,  at  this  time,  to 
depart  from  that  practice;  and  permit  me  to  say, 
that  the  time  is  not  well-chosen.  The  public 
voice  of  this  country  will  say  that,  at  this  junc- 
ture, in  the  peculiar  position  of  affairs  in  the  House 
of  Rcpresentative|^nd  in  the  country,  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States  is  extending  its  power  and 
its  influence  in  the  government  of  the  country  at 
the  expense  of  the  popular  branch  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

Sir,  two  States,  with  less  than  three  hundred 
thousand  inhabitants,  have  two  Representatives 
on  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
two  other  States  witli  six  millions  of  people,  have 
fifty-eight  Representatives  there.  Now,  I  prefer 
that  the  House  of  Representatives,  representing 
tlie  people,  shall  mature  the  general  appropriation 
bills  or  the  country,  and  take  the  lead  in  the 
appropriation  of  the  money  of  the  country;  and 
therefore,  at  this  time  in  the  present  position 
of  affaira,  I  hope  that  the  Senate  will  make  no 
change  whatever;  for  if  that  change  be  made,  it 
will  be  regarded  by  the  country,  whether  it  be 
so  intended  or  not,  as  an  attenipt  to  increase  the 
power  anH  the  influence  of  the  Senate,  which  rep- 
resents the  States  of  the  Union,  at  the  expense  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  which  represents 
equally  the  people  of  the  country. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  resolution 
was  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thvrsdat,  JFVfrntory  7,  1856. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.  Prayer 
by  Rev.  Btron  Sukdeitland. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  Hon.  Jokai  A.  Hoohstok,  a  Represent- 
ative from  the  State  of  New  York,  appesuned  and 
qualified  by  taking  the  oath  to  support  the  Con- 
stitution or  the  United  States. 

The' SPEAKER.  The  question  in  order  is  the 
resolution  relative  to  the  election  of  a  pubUc 
printer. 

Mr.  GROW.  I  give  notice  that  on  to-morrow, 
or  some  subsequent  day,  I  shall  ask  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  to  secure  homesteads  to  actual  settlera 
on  the  pubUc  domain;  also,  a  bill  to  prevent  the 
further  sale  of  the  public  lands  except  to  actual 
settlera. 

VOOD  FOR  THE  POOR. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  suppose  it  is 
in  order  to  make  a  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  House  adopted  a  resolution  to  go 
into  the  election  of  a  public  printer  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Well,  sir,  I  propose  to 
make  that  motion,  with  a  view  to  proceed  to  the 
business  on  the  Speaker's  table.  '  I  desire,  sir,  to 
bring  before  this  body  the  resolution  adopted  by 
the  Senate  yesterday,  making  an  appropriation 
for  the  relier  of  the  suffering  poor  of  this  city  and 
Georgetown;  and  I  want  a  direct  vote  upon  it. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Will  the  gen- 
tleman yield  to  me  a  moment? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  No,  not  now.  After  a 
vote  upon  that  resolution  we  can  adopt  a  resolu- 
tion to  go  into  the  election  of  a  printer.  There 
are  reasons  why  we  should  act  upon  that  resolu- 
tion now;  if  we  do  not  pass  it,  let  it  go  by  the 
boturd.  I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote  oy  which 
the  resolution  for  the  election  of  a  public  printer 
passed  the  other  day,  and  on  that  1  call  tor  the 
previous  question. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  may  be  advisable  to  state 
to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  that  it  is  not  in  order 
to  go  to  the  business  on  the  Speaker's  table  until 
after  the  States  shall  have  been  called  for  resolu- 
tions, without  a  change  of  the  rules  of  the  House, 

Mr.  PENNINGTON  addressed  the  Chair. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  pending  ison 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  fVom  Ohio  [Mr. 
Campbell]  to  reconsider  the  resolution  directing 
the  election  of  a  public  printer. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  I  move  tolay  that 
motion  on  the  table. 
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The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey  [Mr.  Penninotok]  naa  the  floor. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  hope  the  motion  to  lay 
on  tlie  table  will  not  prevail,  but  that  the  House 
will  proceed  to  a  direct  vote  on  my  motion. 

Mr.  JONES.  What  is  it  that  the  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey  wishes  to  efTect? 

Mr.  PENNINGTON.  To  make  a  report  from 
the  joint  committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Pres- 
ident, and  apprise  him  that  the  House  was  organ- 
ized. ^ 

Mr.  JONES.  That,  sir,  i^  privileged  matter, 
and  it  is  not  necessary  that  I  should  withdraW 
my  motion  for  that  purpose. 

REPORT  OF  JOINT  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  PENNINGTON.  It  is  proper  that  I  re- 
port without  further  delay*  on  the  part  of  the 
committee  of  this  House,  tnat  the  joint  committee 
of  the  Senate  and  the  House  to  wait  on  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  and  inform  him  of  the 
organization  of  the  two  Houses,  and  of  their 
readiness  to  receive  any  communication  he  might 
have  to  make,  have  performed  that  duty.  In 
reply,  the  President  expressed  his  sense  of  the 
courtesy  of  the  two  Houses,  his  grati6cation  in 
knowing  that  the  House  is  at  length  in  a  condi- 
tion to  go  on  with  the  public  business,  his  desire 
to  cooperate  with  the  legislative  department  in  all 
measures  that  shall  promise  to  promote  the  public 
interest,  and  his  purpose  to  communicate  with 
Congress  as  the  public  exigencies  shall  require. 

ADJOURNMENT  OVER. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  move  now,  as 
a  privileged  motion,  before  the  question  be  put  on 
the  other,  that  when  this  House  adjourns  it  ad- 
)OurSi  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

That  motion  will,  I  presume,  prevail,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  course;  and  then  I  hope  that  the  motion  to 
reconsider  will  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  that  this 
House  will  proceed  with  the  election  of  a  public 
printer  to-day,  and  get  through  that  business. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  hope  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  will  modify  his  mo- 
tion by  appending  to  it  a  proposition  which  is 
usual,  that  the  Speaker  be  authorized  to  appoint 
the  standing  committees  of  the  House. 

Mr.  JONES.  That  may  be  introduced  asjm 
independent  proposition. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  Then  I  ask  the  gentle- 
man to  give  way  until  I  oflTer  a  resolution  which 
will  also  embrace  his  proposition. 

Mr.  JONES.  They  are  separate  and  distinct 
propositions.  The  gentleman  from  Illinois  can 
offer  his  as  a  separate  proposition. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  Then  I  offer  it  as  a 
separate  proposition,  that  the  Speaker  be  author- 
ized to  appoint  the  standing  committees  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  JONES.  The  motion  which  I  made  comes 
first;  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  will  come 
afterwards. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Jones's  motion, 
and  it  was  agreed  to. 

APPOINTMENT  OF  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  IlUnois.  I  now  offer 
the  following  resolution,  and  ask  the  previous 
question  on  its  adoption: 

Resolved,  That  the  Speaker  be  authorized  to  appoint  the 
■tsadinf  committees  of  this  House. 

The  previous  ouestion  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  put. 

The  question  being  on  agreeing  to  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  BRANCH  said:  I  desire  to  call  attention  to 
the  7th  rule  of  the  House,  which  provides  that 
all  committees  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Sneaker, 
unless  otherwise  specially  directed  by  the  House, 
in  which  cose  they  shall  be  appointed  by  ballot. 
As  that  rule  is  among  the  niles  as  adopted  for 
the  government  of  this  House,  I  can  see  no  occa- 
sion for  the  resolution  introduced  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Illinois. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  would  say  to  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Branch,] 
that  a  similar  resolution  to  this  has  always  been 
adopted  at  the  commencement  of  each  Congress, 
and  also  at  the  second  session  of  each  Congress. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Washburne's 
resolution,  and  it  was  adopted. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  resolution  just  passed  had  been 
adopted;  and  also  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to 


reconsider  on  the  table,  which  latter  motion  was^ 
agreed  to. 

BOOKS  TO  MEMBERS. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  ask  leave  to  offer  a  reso- 
lution directing  the  Clerk  of  the  House  to  deliver 
to  the  members  of  the  present  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives all  documents,  extra  copies  of  wnich 
were  ordered  by  the  last  House,  and  which  were 
not  delivered  till  after  the  meeting  of  the  present 
House. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Tennessee.  I  rise  to  a  point 
of  order.  I  submit  that  the  resolution  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  is  not  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  of  opinion 
that  the  resolution  is  not  now  in  order. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.    Then  I  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  now  call  for  the  unfinished 
business  of  yesterday. 

ELECTION  OF  PUBLIC  PRINTER. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  Is  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr. 
Jones]  to  lay  on  the  table  my  motion  to  recon- 
sider before  the  House  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Very  well.  Then  let  us 
have  a  vote  upon  it  I  hope  my  motion  will  not 
be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table,  Mr.  Campbell  called  for  tellers. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  that  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 
NOTICE    OF  BILL. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  Before  calling  the  roll,  I  rise 
to  give  notice  of  a  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  the  rej>eal  of  the  act  of  last  Congress  au- 
thorizing the  appointment  of  the  naval  board. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  can  only  be  done  under 
the  rules,  unless  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  Can  it  not  be  done  by  motion 
in  the  House? 

The  SPEAKER.    Not  now. 

ELECTION  OF  PUBLIC  PRINTER^AGAIN. 

The  question  was  taken  to  lay  on  the  table  the 
motion  to  reconsider  the  proposition  to  so  into 
the  election  of  a  public  printer;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative — yeas  82,  nays  95;  as  follows: 

YEAS— McMfi.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barksdale,  Bell,  Hendlcy 
S.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Boycc,  Branch,  Burnett,  C&dwal< 
ader,  Carlile,  Bayard  Clark,  Clincman,  Williamson  R.  W. 
Cobb,  Cox,  Crawford,  CuUen,  Davidion,  Day,  Dowdell, 
Elliott,  English,  Evans,  Faulkner,  Tbonia«  J.  D.  Fuller, 
Goode,  Greenwood,  Grow,  AugUBtui  Hall,  Sampson  W. 
Harris,  Thomas  L.  Harris,  Haven,  Herbert,  Hickman, 
Houston,  Jewett,  George  W.  Jones,  KidweU,  Knaop,  Lake, 
Letcher^  Lumpkin,  Muce,  Samuel  S.  Marshall,  Maxwell, 
McMullin,  McQueen,  Mcacham,  Millson,  Nichols.  Mor- 
decai  Oliver,  Peck,  Phelps,  Powell,  Quitman,  Heady, 
Riven,  Ruffin,  Rust,  Sage,  Sandidge,  Savage,  Seward, 
Shorter,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  Smith,  William  R. 
Smith,  Spinner,  Stephens,  Stewart,  Taylor,  Thurston, 
Trippe,  iVson,  Valk,  Wade,  Walker.  Watkins,  Wells, 
Window,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  and  John  V.  Wright— 88. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Albright,  Allison,  Barbour,  Henry  Ben- 
nett, Benson,  Billingbnrst,  Bingham,  Bistiop,  Bliss,*  Brad> 
Shaw,  Brenton,  Broom,  Buffinton,  Burlingame,  Jame^  H. 
Campbell,  John  P.  Campbell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Ezra 
Clark,  Clawson,  Colfax,  Covode,  Cragin,  Cumback,  Dam- 
rell.  Dean,  Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd,  Dunn,  Durfee,  Etheridge, 
Florence,  Galloway,  Giddings,  Gilbert,  Orailrcr,  Robert  B. 
Hall,  Harlan,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Harrison,  Rnmnan,  Uol- 
loway,  Thomas  R.  Horton,  Howard,  Kennett,  King.  Knight, 
Knowlton,  Knox,  Lciter,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Mauemn, 
McCarty,  KilHan  Miller.  MUlward,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Mur- 
ray, PaUie,  Parker,  Pelton,  Pcttit,  Pike,  Porter,  Pringle, 
Purviaiice,  Ricaud,  Ritchie,  Bobbins,  Roberts,  Sabin,  Sapp, 
Scott,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Stanton,  Stranahan,  Swope, 
Tappan,  IMiorington.  Todd,  Vail,  Wakeman,  Walbridge, 
Waldron,  Ellibu  B.  VVashbunie,  Israel  Washburn,  Watson, 
Welch,  Whitney,  Woodruff,  Woodwortb,and  Zollicoflcr— 
95. 

So  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  not  laid  on  the 
table.  • 

The  question  recurred  on  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider.   A  division  was  called  for. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Let  us  have  the 
yeas  and  nays,  and  see  who  it  is  that  wants  to  put 
off  the  election  of  public  printer. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  102,  nays  81;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Albright,  Allison,  Barbour,  Henry  Ben- 
nett, Benson,  Bingham,  Bie»nop,  Bliss,  Bradshaw,  Brenton, 
Broom,  Bumnton,  Burliiigame,  James  H.  Campbell,  Lewis 
D.  Campbell,  Exra  Clark,  Clawson,  ColfHz,  Covode,  Cragin, 
Cumback,  uamrell.  Dean,  Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd,  Dunn, 
Durfee,  Etheridge,  Eustii?,  Florence,  Galloway,  Giddings, 
Gilbert,  Granger, Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan,  J.  Morrison 
Harris,  Harrison,  Haven,  Hoffman,  Hollo  way.  Thomas  R. 
Horton,  Howard,  Kennett,  King,  Knight.  Knowlton,  Knox, 
Letter,  Liodley,  Humphrey  MantoU)  MattMon,  McCany, 


Mcacham,  Killian  Miller,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Mon,  Murm 
Paine,  Parker,  Pelton,  Pennington,  Ferrjr,  Pfltit,  ^^ 
Porter,  Pringle,  Purviancc,  Puryear.  Kenilp,  Una 
Ritchie,  Bobbins,  Roberts,  Robison,  Sabu,  8a|c,  !^ 
Scott,  Shennan,  Simmons.  Stanton,  StranaUu,  Svi* 
Tappan,  Thorington,  Todd,  Tyson,  Underwood,  Wii- 
Walbridge,  Waldron,  Ellihu  B.  Wa^hbunte,  Isnel  W»«. 
btim,  Watson,  Welch,  Whitney,  Woodrnff,  uhI  Weo4 
worth— JOa. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Aiken,  Barki«dale,  Boll,  Hnt^ej  5. 
Bennett,  Bocock,  Boycc,  Branch,  Biirnptt,  CiuJwaU^. 
John  P.  Campbell,  Carlile,  Caruthere,  Ba\-aid  CltrtChn^ 
man,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Cox,  Crawford,  t«llfi, 
Davidsmi,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Day,  Dowdeli.  fiface. 
English,  ISvans,  Faulkner,  Thomas  J.  D.  Poller,  Gooit, 
Greenwood,  Augustus  Hall,  Sampson  W.  Harri*,  iWs 
L.  Harris,  Herbert,  Hickman,  Houston,  Jewett,  Gf^W. 
Jones,  Keitt,  Kidwell,  Knapp,  Lake,  Letcher,  LuiB(An, 
Mace,  Samuel  S.  Marshall.  Maxwell,  MeMalliB,McUi»Es, 
Smitti  Miller,  Millson.  Mill  ward,  Nichols,  Mordecai  Q^n, 
Peck,  Phelps,  Powell,  Uuitman,  Ready,  fUxm,  Rifii, 
Ruiit.  Sandidge,  Savage,  Seward,  Shorter,  Sunsri  A, 
Smith,  William  Smith,  Spinner,  Stephens,  Stewart. Th 
lor,  Thurston,  Trippe.  Valk,  Walker,  WatkiM,  Wtb, 
Winslow^  Daniel  B.  Wright,  John  V.  VVnglti,  ud  ZoBi- 
cofTer— 81. 

Pending  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  LETCHER  said:  I  have  been  mfn^ 
by  Mr.  Wheeler  to  state  that  he  has  paiRdoff 
for  a  week  with  Mr.  Wood. 

Mr.  KELSE  Y  stated  that  he  had  paired  off  viik 
a  member  from  Missouri. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  I  ask  leave  to  wididrav  my 
vote.  I  have  paired  off  with  my  colleague,  Mr. 
Norton,  but  had  forgotten  it  when  I  cost  my 
vote.     I  ask  leave  now  to  withdraw  it. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  adoption  of  tk 
resolution  directing  the  election  of  a  public  prints. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  ask  theaniit. 
man  who  introduced  that  resolution  [Mr.  Smith, 
of  Tennessee]  to  withdraw  it,  so  as  to  save  lime 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  The  Houue  b« 
taken  action  upon  it;  and  the  gentleman  cannot 
withdraw  it.  If,  however,  it  would  meet  tie 
views  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  CAM^ 
BELL,]  I  would  move  to  postpone  the  resolution 
till  the  3d  of  March.  1857. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  The  gentleman  fromTeih 
nessee  has  not  the  floor  to  make  that  motion. 

Mr.  JONES.  Well,  I  only  say  thatif  itwouk 
meet  the  gentleman's  views,  I  would  make  tbu 
motion. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  move  to  postpone  (U 
further  consideration  of  the  resoluUon  till  Mon- 
day next,  and  on  that  motion  I  call  for  the  prt- 
vious  question. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.     Mr.  Speaker 

The  SPEAKER.  The  previous  question  bai 
been  called  for;  and  debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  had  hoped  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  would  have  favored  the  Ha^ 
with  one  slender  reason  at  least,  why  hf  n^** 
that  motion. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  can  do  that  now.  In* 
that  we  may  vote  relief  for  the  poor  of  Wash- 
ington. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
stated  that  he  was  satisfied  we  could  not  elect » 
printer  to-day.     I  should  like  to  know  how  the 

gentleman  arrived  at  that  conclusion.  I  show 
ave  supposed  that  the  gentleman,  and  those viu> 
whom  ne  acts  and  who  act  with  him>  hannj 
elected  a  Speaker  in  one  day,  might  elect  a  pnn^ff 
in  one  day.  But,  sir,  the  reason  assigned  byinj 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  for  the  postponemeni  of 
this  resolution,  is  insufficient  for  me.  I  am  iw| 
willing,  for  one,  to  postpone  the  consideraUoow 
this  subject  of  electing  a  public  printer,  for  jw 
purpose  of  inducing  the  House  to  vote  almaio  m 
poor  of  Washington.  I,  for  one,  am  willing.*'"* 
that  object,  to  put  my  hand  in  my  own  pocK^t 
and  contribute  to  it;  but,  sir,  has  it  conae  to  inw. 
that  the  House  is  to  postpone  such  an  importjni 
election  as  this,  to  afibrd  the  gentleman  froaiCmi*> 
and  others  on  opportunity  to  pass  an  unpra*- 
dented  resolution  ?  It  is  not  in  order,  *  '""Jj' 
now  to  discuss  the  question.  It  is  not  before  «^ 
House.  But  when  the  tirae  arrives,  if  thi*  D»*"f 
does  not  pass  from  before  the  House,  when  »^ 
bate  is  legitimately  in  order  iipon  this  que«u«>« 
I  shall  endeavor  to  show  the  House  why  the  res- 
olution ought  not  to  pass.  I  could  "<^'^"K*'sc 
it  were  proper  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  Hoj^ 
with  the  subject,  that  the  House  should  not  pw* 
pone  the  election  of  public  printer  for  ^J '^^ 
purpose.  It  is  true  that  we  have  already  »n** 
several  efibrts  to  elect  that  have  not  been  «o<^^ 
ful;  but,  sir,  let  us  continue  to  make  efforts  m 
we  succeed,  unless  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  w" 
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some  better  reason  why  this  election  should  be 
postponed  than  has  been  made  public. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  have  no  private  reasons 
to  give  the  gentleman.  My  reasons  for  making 
this  motion  are  for  the  public  ear  and  for  the 
**  public  eye."  We  niade  an  unsuccessful  effort 
yesterday  to  elect  a  public  printer,  and  I  am  sat- 
isfied that  officer  cannot  be  elected  to-day.  I 
avowed  my  purpose  to  reach  the  Joint  resolution 
passed  by  tne  Senate,  and  now  lyine  upon  the 
Speaker *8  table.  I  think  that  gentlemen  who 
oppose  that  resolution,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, might  withdraw  their  technical  objections, 
and  let  us  vote  directly  upon  it,  each  one  of  us 
assuming  manfully  his  responsibilitv  on  both  the 
issues  it  presents — of  constitutionality  and  expe- 
diency. If  they  will  do  that,  we  can  reach  the 
resolution  and  make  a  final  disposition  of  it  within 
the  next  forty  minutes. 

Mr.  BOCOOK.  I  will  say  to  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  that  the  joint  resolution  upon  the 
Speaker's  table  provides  an  appropriation  which, 
under  the  rules,  must  go  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  think  I 
understahd  the  course  the  resolution  must  take. 
OentJemen  come  here  with  constitutional  and 
technical  objections,  I  know,  but  why  will  they 
not  let  the  House  vote  directly  on  the  resolution? 
They  say  they  have  no  power  under  the  Consti- 
tution to  make  appropriations  of  this  sort.  Well, 
sir,  I  admit  that  there  are  difficulties  and  doubts 
surrounding  this  question;  but  there  are  pre- 
cedents touching  the  principle,  to  a  few  of  which 
I  will  refer:  1  refer  my  friends  ttpon  the  Demo- 
cratic side  of  the  House  to  some  items  referred 
to  pending  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation 
bill  of  1852.  1  wish  to  call  the  special  attention 
of  those  gentlemen  who  make  war  upon  this  res- 
olution on  the  ground  of  constitutional  scruples, 
to  some  of  the  items  of  bills,  to  pay  which  they 
voted  money  from  the  public  Treasury.  I  read 
from  a  speech  made  by  the  distinguished  eentle- 
man  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  JonksI  in  1852.  These 
items  were  read  to  the  House  oy  that  vigilant 
sentinel  over  the  Treasury  of  our  people.  Among 
other  items  are  the  following: 

**  The  Senatori,  no  doabt  correctly,  say  that  the  expend- 
iture of  th«ir  contingent  Aind  ia  a  matter  with  which  the 
House  has  nothing  to  do.  I  know  that  they  are  respunsi- 
Me  for  It,  but  if  I  know  how  it  is  epcnt— the  items  which 
compoae  this  ^1967,775  of  continfenciet  in  one  year  for  the 
Senate  I  hold  myself  as  much  responsible  for  that  ezpend- 
itore  as  those  who  voted  it  out  of  that  fund,  after  they 
bad  received  it,  through  the  appropriation  bill,  into  the 
hands  of  their  Secretary. 

"  Now,  sir,  here  is  a  bill  paid  to  the  Messra.  Brown, 
hotel-keepem  of  this  city,  for  Louis  Kossuth  and  bis  suite, 
of  ^^66  33.  For  that,  I  never  intend  knowingly  to  vote, 
directly  or  indirectly. 

^  Several  Voices.    Read  the  items. 

**  Mr.  Jones.    The  items  are  as  follows : 

**  To  board  for  Governor  Kowutb  and  snite.  having  ten 
parlors  and  twenty  two  chambers,  thirteen  and  a  half  days 
—twenty-three  persons f3,888  00 

BONDRIES — 

«  Champagne,  sbeny,  madeira,  cigar^lemooode, 
bar  biU,  washing,  medicines,  post-omce  stamps^ 
porterage  and  messengers,  back  hire  paid  at  dif- 
ferent times,  telegraph!*,  sugar,  brandy,  and 
whisky  in  room,  porter  and  ale,  envelopes,  bar- 
ber's bUI— amounting  in  all  to 85889 

**  Bail  fbr  carriages  engaged  for  Governor  and  suite     319  50 

94,506  33 


**  That  is  a  bill  for  twenty-three  persons  daring  thhteen 
and  a  half  days,  amounting,  I  believe,  to  some  #14  per  day 
for  aacb  peroon. 

«  Then,  sir,  I  have  here  a  bill  ftirnished  by  the  keepers 
of  the  National  Hotel,  at  which  Kossuth  and  his  suite 
stopped  on  their  return  here  from  the  South,  when  they 
were  upon  their  own  expenses.  I  believe  there  were  then 
six  persoBs ;  tbey  stopped  at  the  National  Hotel  about  four 
days,  and  their  bill  was  $74,  being  j}3  08  per  day  for  each 
pen«on,  when  they  were  paying  their  own  expenses,  and 
something  over  #14  per  day  for  each  person,  wben  this  Gov- 
eraroent  was  paying  their  expenses. 

"  These  are  the  facts,  and  some  of  the  reasons  why  this 
appropriation  is  asked  lor  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  !'* 

The  appropriation  bill,  Mr.  Speaker,  which  pro- 
vided tnc  money  to  pay  these  items  was  passed 
by  the  votes  of  gentlemen  upon  the  other  side  of 
the  House,  who  now  object  to  the  resolution 
from  the  Senate  which  I  wish  acted  upon. 

Mr.  JONEiS,  of  Tennessee.  I  want  to  correct 
the  gentleman  fVom  Ohio  in  his  statement  of  fact. 
That  appropriation  was  never  passed  by  the  votes 
of  any  eentlemen,  either  on  this  or  the  other  side 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.     The  contingent  fund  of 
the  Senate  was  appropriated  by  the  votes  of  this 


House,  and  these  items  were  paid  out  of  that 
contingent  fund. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  If  the  gentleman  will  allow 
me,  I  will  state  the  facts  connected  with  this  ap- 
propriation, and  correct  the  error  into  which  lie 
has  fallen.  It  is  not  correct  that  the  items  read 
by  him  were  in  any  of  the  appropriation  bills. 
He  charges  that  they  were  in  one  of  the  appro- 
priation bills,  and  passed  by  the  votes  of  memuers 
on  this  side  of  the  House.  The  Journals  do  not 
sustain  his  statement.  On  the  contrary,  by  refer- 
ence to  them,  gentlemen  will  find  that  the  ICossuth 
bill,  einbracing  the  items  read  by  the  gentleman, 
was  paid  by  the  Senate  out  of  its  contingent  fund; 
and,  so  far  from  the  members  on  this  side  of  the 
House  voting  for  them,  they  were  not  proposed 
in  any  of^our  appropriation  bills,  but  were  paid 
by  the  votes  or  Senators  exclusively  out  or  the 
contingent  fund  of  that  body,  which  had  been 
appropriated  by  Coifgress  the  session  previous. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  ask  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Alabama  [Mr.  Houston]  whether 
the  money  paid  for  Governor  KossuUi  s  brandy 
and  whisky  was  not  voted  for  by  this  House  ? 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  have  already  stated  how 
that  appropriation  was  made:  no  money  can  be 
drawn  from  the  Treasury  except  by  appropria- 
tions regularly  made  by  Uongress.  It  has  always 
been,  and  is  yet,  customary  to  make  an  appropria- 
tion, giving  to  each  House  of  Congress  a  contin- 
gent fund.  As  usual,  those  contingent  funds  had 
Been  appropriated  the  session  previous  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  Kossuth  bill — Ion?  before  that  bill 
was  known  to  exist,  and  probably  before  it  hod 
been  created.  Senators  considercu  that  they  had 
the  right  to  use  a  portion  of  their  contingent  fund 
to  pay  that  bill,  and  they,  in  that  way,  paid  it, 
without  the  House  having  a  vote  upon  it.  True, 
the  two  Houses  appropriated  the  fund,  but  they 
did  so  the  session  before,  and  without  reference 
to  that  bill,  or  even  a  knowledge  that  such  a  bill 
would  be  presented  for  payment  out  of  it;  and 
it  certainly  cannot  be  regaraed  as  a  sound  argu- 
ment, that  because  the  Senate  did  in  fact  pay 
that  bill  out  of  its  contingent  fund  appropriated 
at  the  previous  session,  and  long  before  the  bill 
was  known  to  exist,  that  those  who  voted  for 
that  fund  really  voted  for  the  Kossuth  items, 
when  no  such  items  were  in  any  of  our  bills,  and 
none  of  the  money  appropriated  in  them  was  in- 
tended or  designed  to  pay  those  items. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  It  is  true  that  there  was 
nothing  in  the  appropriation  bill  expressly  pro- 
viding for  the  payment  of  that  bill. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  The  gentleman 
from  Ohio  must  know  very  well  that  Uie  House 
made  no  appropriation  intending  to  provide  for 
such  expcnoitures^ 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  say,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
the  appropriation  bill  providing  the  money  out  of 
which  that  bill  was  paid  was  passed  by  tne  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side  of  the  House.  Gentle- 
men cannot  escape  the  point  which  I  make,  to 
wit:  that  i4>500  of  the  people's  money  was  taken 
from  the  Treasury,  by  virtue  of  a  law  for  which 
the  Democratic  party  voted,  to  buy  brandy,  and 
cigars,  and  wine,  for  a  foreigner  who  came  to 
this  country  avowing  as  his  purpose  the  dissem- 
ination of  such  doctrines  as  would  involve  us  in 
'*  war''  and  **  entangling  alliances"  with  foreign 
nations. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  might  refer,  if  I  were 
disposed  to  consume  the  time  of  the  House,  to 
numerous  other  appropriation  bills,  to  enforce  the 
idea  I  wish  to  present.  Have  not  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  dollars — I  ask  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Houston! — been  appro- 
priated by  his  vote  and  that  of  iiis  party,  for 
grading  and  naving  the  avenues  and  streets  of 
this  city,  in  front  of  the  property  of  the  rich  men 
of  the  city?  How  many  nundreds  and  thousands 
of  dollars  of  appropriations  has  he  advocated  for^ 
the  purpose  ot  bringing  water  into  the  residences' 
of  the  rich  men  of  the  city,  and  for  similar  ob- 
jects? How  many  thousands  of  dollars  has  my 
friend  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Letcher]  voted  for 
making  surveys  for  the  benefit  of  those  interested 
in  railroad  projects?  Why,  sir,  I  recollect  very 
well  that  in  the  last  Congress  my  friend  from  Vir- 
ginia was  on  the  committee  of  conference  at  a 
time  when  the  appropriation  for  the  surveys  made 
by  Governor  Stevens  of  a  railroad  route  to  the 
Pacific  was  a  contested  point  between  the  two 
Houses.    The  gentleman^  I  think,  then  aban- 
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doned  his  constitutional  objections,  ai.  ^d  cu  ,£>  ,b^ 
this  House  reporting  and  voting  in  fa  vor  t  .  ^i 
appropriation.  If  1  state  him  incorrefiOj','  iie  can 
make  the  correction  here  now.  He  o6ncurred,  I 
believe,  in  the  report  of  the  commitlee  of  confer- 
ence that  recommended  the  passage  of  that  appro- 
priation. And  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  when  there  is 
a  very  simple  proposition  to  appropriate  a  few 
hundred  dollars  to  reheve  the  sufiferings  of  the 
poor  of  the  city,  who,  from  the  extraordinary 
inclemency  of  the  season,  are  freezing  or  starv- 
ing, objection  is  made  to  it  on  a  constitutional 
abstraction.  I  feel  authorized,  by  information 
received  from  high  sources  within  the  last  few 
hours,  to  say  that  the  distress  prevailing  among 
that  unfortunate  class  of  the  population  is  almost 
beyond  the  ordinary  power  of  descriptive  fac- 
ulties. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  propose  to  go  into  an 
elaborate  speech  upon  this  subject  now,  and 
therefore  will  not  consume  more  time.  Action, 
action  is  all  I  wish.  I  do  not  propose  to  consume 
the  time  of  the  House,  because  while  we  arc 
talking  the  poor  women  and  cliildren  are  freezing 
or  starving  around  us.  In  order  to  reach  the 
Senate  resolution,  I  move  to  lay  the  whole  sub- 
ject in  reference  to  the  election  of  a  printer  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  wish  to  correct  a  state- 
ment made  by  the  gei^tleman,  as  to  my  action.  I 
had  intended  to  make  a  short  argument,  in  reply 
to  what  has  been  said,  but  if  the  gentleman  will 
only  allow  me  to  correct  him  in  relation  to  a 
matter  of  fact,  I  will  stop  at  that,  although  I  de- 
sired very  much  to  reply  to  his  remarks. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  1  yielded  the  floor  to  the 
gentleman  whilst  I  was  upon  it,  and  I  thought 
that  he  then  said  everything  he  had  to  say.  I  am 
for  action  now,  and  therefore  I  decline  to  with- 
draw my  motion  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Then  I  desire  to  say  that 
the  gentleman  has,  unintentionally  I  hope,  mis- 
represented the  facts. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  will  not  ask  any 
favor  of  the  House,  or  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  but  I  ask  him,  as  a  matter  of  justice  to  me, 
to  withdraw  his  motion.  He  has  read  here  from 
remarks  I  made  to  the  House  on  a  former  occa- 
sion, and  has  precluded  me  by  the  motion  he  has 
made  from  saying  a  word  about  it. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  do  not  intend  to  do  you 
injustice.  I  stated  to  the  House,  that  I  read  the 
items  of  the  Kossuth  bill  from  your  speech,  as 
reported  in  the  Congressional  Globe. 

The  SPEAKER,  (interrupting.)  Debate  is  not 
in  order. 

Mr.  CAMPBEILL.  I  will  withdraw  my  motion 
and  retain  the  floor,  yielding  it,  however,  for  ex- 
planations from  the  gentleman  from  Alabama, 
[Mr.  Houston,]  and  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, [Mr.  Jones.] 

Mr.  JONES.  The  gentleman  cannot  retain  the 
floor  in  that  way;  I  only  want  it  for  a  very  little 
time. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  will  first,  with  very  great 
pleasure,  yield  the  floor  to  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama,  [Mr.  Houston.] 

Mr.  JONES.  If  the  gentleman  withdraws  the 
motion  to  lay  upon  the  table,  it  will  then  be  for 
the  Speaker  to  assign  the  floor. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  am  perfectly  willing  that 
both  gentlemen  shall  moke  any  correction  they 
desire.  I  expressly  stated  that  I  merely  quoted 
the  items  as  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  em- 
bodied them  in  his  speech. 

Mr.  JONES.  Yes,  sir;  and  if  the  gentleman 
is  willing  for  the  matter  to  come  fairly  before  the 
House,  he  will  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  have  no  disposition  to 
be  unfair.  I  will  withdraw  the  motion  lo  lay 
upon  the  table,  if  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
will  renew  it. 

Mr.  JONEiS.  Upon  that  subiect  I  shall  exer- 
cise a  very  sound  discretion,  as  1  think  I  do  upon 
most  others. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Very  well,  I  have  great 
confidence  in  the  gentleman's  discretion,  and  I 
will  witlidraw  the  motion  unconditionally. 

Mr.  JONES.  Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  no  gen- 
tleman upon  this  floor  who  knows  better  than  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  that  every  word  which  he 
has  said  with  regard  to  that  resolution  from  the 
Senate  was  out  of  order.  I  was  not  in  the  House » 
sir,  when  he  commenced  reading  from  this  cele- 
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ted/  ' ,  ^   ^ 

^«.  /  '»-<"  mmith  bill  of  expenses,  and  I  do  not 

kn«»  -*^/ccly  where  he  commenced ;  but  I  sup- 
pose KWjftmmenced  with  the  bill  of  the  Messrs. 
Brown  for  Xhose  expenses. 

Sir,  we  w»i|e  at  that  time,  I  believe,  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  vfhole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
and  had  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  bill  under  consideration.  One  of 
the  amendments  was  to  insert,  on  page  13,  after 
line  289:  •*  For  contingent  expenses  of  the  Senate, 
#137,775." 

The  remarks  which  I  made  on  that  occasion  are 
reported  in  the  Congressional  Globe,  as  follows: 

"  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  I  believe,  recom- 
mend a  non-concurrence  in  thta  auiendmcnt.  Before  tliat 
question  is  takelk,  tbough,  I  move  to  Amend  the  propontion 
by  striking  out  $137,775,  and  inserting  9133,206  68.  I  will 
submit  the  facts  of  this  ca8<»,80  that  each  gentleman  in  the 
House,  Willi  tlie  facts  before  him,  may  vote  as  he  thinks 
proper.  It  will  be  recollected,  by  reference  to  the  last  civil 
and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill,  that  #150.000  were  appro- 
priated for  the  contingent  expenses  of  tue  Senate.  An 
account  has  been  rendered  showing  bow  that  money  has 
been  expended.    I  will  read  it." 

Then  follows  that  bill  of  expenses,  after  which 
I  continued,  as  follows: 

"  The  Senators,  no  doubt  correctly,  say  that  the  expendi- 
ture of  their  contingent  fund  is  a  matter  with  which  the 
House  ha»  nothing  to  do.  I  know  that  they  are  responsible 
for  it ;  but  If  I  know  how  it  is  spent— the  items  which  com- 
pose tills  1^,775  of  contingencies  in  one  year,  for  the 
Senate,  I  bold  myself  as  much  responsible  for  that  expendi- 
ture as  those  who  voted  it  out  of  that  fund,  after  they  had 
received  it  through  the  appropriation  bill,  into  the  bands  of 
their  Secretary. 

"  Now,  sir,  h'sre  is  a  bill  paid  to  the  Messrs.  Brown, 
hotcl-kcepcrs  of  this  city,  forliOuis  Kossuth  and  his  suite, 
of  $4;566  2Q.  For  that,  I  never  intend  knowingly  to  vote, 
directly  «r  indirectly." 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  did  not  charge  that  you 
did. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  know  that;  but  I  think  if  the 
gentleman  will  tax  his  memory  he  will  have  the 
magnanimity  to  say  that  a  majority  of  the  naem- 
bers  upon  this  side  of  the  House  contested,  inch 
by  incn,  every  step  of  the  progress  of  the  intro- 
duction of  Louis  Kossuth  into  this  House. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  No  man  resisted  it  with 
more  firmness  than  I  did,  and  I  resisted  the  pay- 
ment of  the  bill. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  do  not  recollect  distinctly  what 
position  the  gentleman  occupied,  but  I  know — 
and  it  has  not,  perhaps,  escaped  his  recollection — 
that,  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  I  occupied 
the  chair;  and  I  will  not  recount  here  how  that 
resolution  was  introduced;  how  the  rules  were 
violated  and  ridden  over  by  a  majority. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  wish  to  say  one  word. 
The  gentleman  did  resist,  as  I  thought  then,  and 
now  think,  with  great  propriety,  the  introduction 
into  this  Hall  of  Louis  Rossuth  by  a  con^s- 
sional  committee.  I  united  with  him  at  the  time, 
notwithstanding  the  great  public  excitement  which 
prevailed  over  the  wliole  country  and  in  my  own 
district.  I  thought  it  was  a  ^reat  national  impro- 
priety; but  I  call  the  attention  of  the  gentleman 
to  the  point  I  made — not  against  him — because 
I  recollect  full  well  the  remarks  the  honorable 
gentleman  made  at  the  time  of  the  reporting  of 
that  bill,  when  he  said  he  should  resist  the  ap- 
propriation; but  the  point  which  I  made  was, 
that  the  appropriation  bill  providing  the  fund  out 
of  which  these  items  were  paid,  was  supported 
by  the  gentleman 's  party  as  a  body.  That  is  the 
point. 

Mr.  JONES.  If  the  gentleman  will  follow  out 
the  proceedings  upon  that  bill,  he  will  find,  in 
every  recorded  vote  upon  it,  that  I,  at  least,  was 
one  who  voted  against  it. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  have  no  doubt  of  it;  but 
the  gentleman's  party  voted  for  it;  and  that  is 
the  charge  I  wish  to  make  distinctly. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  am  responsible  only  for  my 
vote.  While  I  do  not  know  how  many  of  the 
gentleman 's  party  voted  against  it,  I  am  very  cer- 
tain that  a  very  large  majority  of  them,  upon  thi& 
floor,  were  in  favor  of  tne  introduction  of  Kos- 
suth, and  sustained  the  appropriation  to  defray, 
out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  the  ex- 
penses of  the  first — and  I  trust  in  God  it  will  be 
the  last — royal  levee  which  has  ever  been  held 
fvithin  the  precincts  of  Washington. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Tennessee.  I  rise  to  a  ques- 
tion of  order. 

Mr,  JONES.  My  colleague  is  very  kind  in 
rising  to  a  point  of  order,  after  sitting  still,  and 
)ieanng  the  gentlenoiin  from  Ohio  discuss  this 
matter. 


Mr.  SMITH.   Is  not  my  colleague  through? 

Mr.  JONES.  I  cannot,  sir,  if  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  succeeds  in  getting  up  that  resolution, 
vote  for  it;  and  I  trust  the  House  will  bear  in 
mind  the  reason  which  I  assign  for  my  course. 
I  know,  as  well  as  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  and 
other  gentlemen  here,  that  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  has  exclusive  legislative  jurisdiction 
over  this  District;  and  when  they  exercise  that 
jurisdiction  it  is  the  local  Legislature  of  this  Dis- 
trict; but  whep,  under  the  Constitution,  thev  act 
in  the  capacity  of  the  local  Legislature  or  this 
District,  I  do  not  feel  myself  authorized — I  do 
not  feel  myself  justified — in  coupling  with  it  my 
character  of  a  national  Representative,  and  putting 
my  hand  into  the  national  Treasury — the  money 
of  which  is  collected  from  all  the  people  of  this 
country — and  appropriating  it  for  domestic  pur- 
poses, whatever  they  may  be.  If  moneys  have 
oeen  appropriated  for  improvements  upon  private 
property,  no  one  can  say  that  any  vote  of  mine 
did  it.  • 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  want  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man one  question:  I  ask  him  whether  he  did  not 
vote  for  an  appropriation  of  $10,000,000  to  pur- 
chase the  Mesilla  Valley?  And  I  would  like  to 
know  of  the  gentleman  in  what  part  of  the  Con- 
stitution he  finds  his  authority  to  do  that? 

Mr.  JONES.  I  do  not  consider  myself  bound 
to  answer  all  questions  which  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  may  see  fit  to  put  to  me;  nor  to  give  him 
the  specific  authority  for  aU  my  votes  upon  this 
floor.  It  is  sufi'icient  for  him  to  know  that  I  voted 
for  that  appropriation,  and  for  others,  to  buy 
territory.  I  ask  him  if  he,  or  his  party,  has  ever 
voted  appropriations  to  pay  for  territory  acquired 
from  another  country  ?  I  ask  him  if  his  party 
has  ever  had  nationality  enough  to  do  that.^ 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Tennessee.  I  rise  to  a  point 
of  order. 

Mr.  JONES.    Well,  let  the  gentleman  state  it. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  would  like  to  answer 
the  question. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  have  delayed  making  my  point 
of  order,  in  hopes  that  the  gentlemen  woula  get 
through;  but  tnis  whole  debate  is  out  of  order, 
because  it  is  not  at  all  relevant  to  the  election  of 
a  public  printer. 

The  SPEAKER.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Chair 
the  discussion  is  not  relevant  to  the  question  be- 
fore the  House. 

Mr.  JONES,    One  word  more. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  before  the 
House  is  the  motion  to  postpone  until  Monday. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  am  willing  to  contribute  to 
the  relief  of  the  distress  of  this  District  out  of 
my  own  limited  means,  but  I  have  no  authority 
to  take  the  money,  for  that  purpose,  out  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  is  on  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  to  postpone 
the  further  consideration  of  this  subject  till  Mon- 
day next. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  suppose  the  Chair  has  ruled 
me  out  of  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  has  decided  that 
the  subject  under  discussion  is  not  relevant  to  the 
question  before  the  House. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  am  well  satisfied  of  that;  and 
I  so  informed  the  House  and  the  Speaker  when 
I  commenced.  I  hope  that  the  House  and  the 
Speaker  will  keep  all  gentlemen  in  order,  and 
strictly  to  the  subject  which  may  be  before  them. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  Therapidity  with  which 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  makes  his  motions  pre- 
sents a  difltculty  in  my  mind  as  to  the  true  state 
of  questions  before  the  House.  I  understood  that 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  moves  to  postaone  the 
consideration  of  tliis  resolution  adopted  yester- 
day, for  the  purpose  of  going  into  the  election  of 
a  printer,  until  Monday  next.  I  understood  that 
to  be  his  first  proposition.  When  the  floor  was 
again  assigned  him,  I  understood  that  he  moved 
to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  to  lay  the  whole 
subject  on  the  table  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  The  gentleman  then 
called  the  previous  question.  Do  I  understand 
from  the  Uhair  that  the  only  question  pending 
before  the  House  is  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  ta- 
ble the  whole  subject  as  to  the  election  of  a 
printer? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  is  on  the  mo- 
tion to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 


till  Monday.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  with* 
drew  his  other  proposition. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  I  would  have  been  glad 
to  have  had  an  opportunity  to  have  said  a  vonl 
or  two  on  the  subject  of  the  joint  resolution  which 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  wishes  to  have  taken 
from  the  Speaker's  table;  but  if,  under  the  rulea 
of  the  House,  the  Chair  supposes  that  it  is  not 
now  in  order  to  speak  on  tnat  subject,  I  desire, 
when  it  «Dmes  up,  with  the  permiuion  of  tke 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  or  of  whomever  teeai 
to  have  the  matter  in  char^,  to  propose  a  sob- 
stitute  for  the  joint  resolution,  which  will  appeal 
to  the  generosity  atnl  charity  of  the  members  of 
this  House,  ana  not  have  recourse  to  the 
Treasury. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  desire  to  place  myidf 
right  as  to  a  matter  of  fact.  The  ^nUeman  from 
Ohio  (and  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  inquire  into  hii 
motives)  rose  to  make  a  charge  againit  this  side 
of  the  House,  that  we  had  voted  for  appropria- 
tions to  defray  the  expenses  here  of  Kotanth  and 
his  suite.  Now  that  gentleman  knows  as  wdl  ai 
any  other  member  of  this  House,  that  I  was  one 
of  those  who,  on  that  occasion,  denounced  the 
appropriation. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  gentleman  will  par. 
don  the  Chair — as  the  question  of  order  has  been 
raised — the  Chair  must  decide  that  this  discussion 
is  not  relevant  to  the  question  now  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  am  aware  of  that;  hot  I 
desired  to  correct  an  error  in  facts. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not  in  order  to  debate 
this  question  unless  by  general  consent. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  1  will  not  occupy  two 
minutes  of  the  time  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  there  be  no  objection  the 
gentleman  will  proceed. 

No  objection  was  made. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  The  gentleman  fifwn Olue 
must  have  remembered  that  the  gentleman  frem 
Alabama  [Mr.  Smith]  and  myself  were  mm 
the  few  members  who  took  ground  against  this 
appropriation  to  defVay  the  expenses  of  Kotsoth. 
I  stated  expressly,  that  if  the  proposition  came 
here  I  would  oppose  it;  and  I  did  opp*®^* 
was  against  rt.  I  do  not  remember  what  Demo- 
crats voted  for  it;  but  I  state  the  fact,  that  w 
myself  I  was  opposed  to  it  then,  and  would  be 
to  a  similar  proposition  to-day;  and  it  w  too 
late  for  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  to  arraign  ne 
as  to  that  matter.  I  repeat,  that  I  was  aom 
that  appropriation,  and  I  thank  God  that  Iwm. 
I  declared  on  the  floor  of  this  House,  that  it  was 
impertinent  in  Kossuth,  who  was  inntedtocoiDe 
to  this  country  in  a  Government  vessel,  to  aiteralK, 
having  arrived  here,  to  dictate  to  the  Americaa 

^X!*SMITH,  of  Tennessee.  I  do  not  intend 
to  discuss  any  question  before  the  co^ipleuonor 
the  organization  of  the  House,  and  I  hope  w» 
every  member  of  the  House  will  reftise  to  mm 
obstruct  this  branch  of  Congress  bv  n^^^^ 
organization.  I  therefore  caU  for  the  prewoui 
question.  -  .u 

The  SPEAKER.  Perhaps  it  is  proptTf^^ 
Chair  to  say  that,  if  the  previous  X**S!Ltf 
ordered,  it  cuts  ofi*,  under  the  rules  of  the  oouk, 
the  motion  to  posti>one.  ,    .^-. 

Mr.  STANTON.    I  move  to  lay  the  «•«» 

tion  on  the  table.  „  ^    ,.    --y 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  On  that  I  caU  for  »«  r" 

and  nays.  ,      ,  iW^ 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  wiU  •»»««  "" 

question, 
a  resolution  oi 

printer.  The  gentleman  from  "^'f  .("'"'qies- 
postpone  the  further  considemtion  of  tua  m 
tion  till  Monday  next.  The  S^^^^^Z^, 
Tennessee  [Mr.  Smith]  calls  for  *f«  PJLj^. 
question,  which  cuts  oft  the  motion  to  P?^^jj 
The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  STAMT<»fr;;^ 
to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  ^^r^  (<,  |iy 
all  the  other  motions;  and,  on  the  moiw  ^^ 
the  resolution  on  the  table,  the  genuerow'  ^ 
Alabama  [Mr.  Houitok]  caUs  for  the  y^ 
nays.  ^ 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.   .     ^tlu* 
Mr.  WASHBURNE.oflUinois.    i"*" 

the  House  do  now  adjourn.  .     i  ^11  for 

Mr.  McMULLIN.    On  that  wouon 

tellers.  ,        WAiiifi^' 

Telle w  were  ordered ;  and  Alefs^  ^  * 


The  proposition  heJote  ^^^"^ 
rierfng  the  ^election,  of ^a^P;;^, 
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moment,  I  desire  to  suggest  to  the  introducer  of  the 
bill  a  practical  modification,  which  he  will  prob- 
ably accept,  and  which  will  obviate  the  difficulty. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Tennessee.    I  object. 

Mr.  GROW.  I  appeal  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  to  w  iUidraw  his  motion  to  adjourn  for  a  mo- 
ment, to  allow  me  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House,  before  the  committees  are  appointed,  to  a 
subject  which  might  seem  to  have  a  ^rsonal 
application  after  the  committees  are  appointed. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  would  rather  that  we 
should  proceed  with  business  regularly. 

Mr.  GROW.  After  the  committees  are  ap- 
pointed, what  I  now  desire  to  say  might  seem  to 
Kaye  a  personal  application  to  the  members  of  one 
of  the  committees. 

Mr.  CARLILE.  I  desire  that  this  House  shall 
determine  the  question  in  regard  to  a  printer  be- 
fore we  do  anything  else.    I  object. 

Mr.  GROW.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
cannot  have  understood  what  I  said.  I  stated 
that  I  desired  to  call  attention  to  a  matter  which, 
if  I  waited  until  after  the  committees  are  ap- 
pointed, might  be  thought  to  have  a  personal 
reference. 

Mr.  CARLILE.  The  gentleman  can  call  atten- 
tion to  it  before -the  committees  are  appointed,  but 
after  the  election  of  a  printer. 

Mr.  GROW.  Certainly;  but  we  have  agreed 
to  adjourn  until  Monday. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  insist  upon  a  vote  upon 
the  pending  motion. 

Mr.  GROW.  I  desire  to  say  a  word  in  refer- 
ence to  the  Committee  on  Engravings.  [**  Order !  ** 
"Order!"] 

Mr.  PECK.  What  is  the  question  before  the 
House .' 

The  SPEAKER.  The  immediate  (question  is 
on  the  resolution  relating  to  the  public  printer, 
and  upon  that  the  previous  question  has  been 
demanded. 

The  previous  question  was  then  seconded,  and 
the  main  question  ordered  to  be  now  put. 

Mr.  STANTON.    What  is  the  main  question  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution  for  the  election  of  a  pubUc  printer. 

Mr.  STANTON.  What  becomes  of  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  upon  the  table? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  has  been  withdrawn. 

Mr.  STANTON.    I  do  not  so  understand  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  informed  that 
it  has  been  withdrawn. 

Mr.  STANTON.    Then  I  renew  it. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  the  motion,  and 
it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  MATTESON.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

Mr.  STANTON.    I  call  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered; and  Messrs.  Mattkson, 
and  Oliver  of  Missouri,  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  71,  noes  70;  whereupon 

Mr.  FLORENCE  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  87,  nays  82;  as  follows: 

YEAS-^MesfTi.  Albright,  Allison,  Barbour,  Benson, 
Bingham, Bbhop,  Brcotou,  Broom,  Bufiinton,  Burlingamc, 
James  H.  Campbell,  Ezra  Clark,  Clawson,  Colfax,  Covode, 
rragin,  Cumback,  Henry  Winter  Davii«,  Day,  Dean,  Dick, 
DicRson,  Dodd,  Diirfee,  EtUeridge,  Eustis.  £van$>,  Gallo- 
way, Gidding^,  Gilbert,  Gran^er^  Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall, 
Harlan,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  flonman,  Ilolloway,  Thomas 
R.  Horton,  Howard,  Kelfley,  King,  Knight,  Knowlton, 
Knox,Kunkel,  Leiter,  Lindley,  Mace,  MatteMn,McCarty, 
Mcacbam,  Killian  Miller,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Mott,  Murray, 
Nichols,  Parker,  Pelton,  Pennington,  Perry,  Pcuit,  Pike, 
Porter,  Pringle,  Purviance,  Ricaud,  Robbing,  Babin,  Sage, 
Sapp,  Simmons,  Stanton,  Stranahan,  Thorington,  Valk, 
Wade,  Wakeman,  Walbridge,  Waldron,  Ellihu  6.  Wash- 
bume,  Israel  Washburn,  Watson,  Welch,  Woodruff, 
Woodworth,  and  Zollicoflfer — 87. 

NAYS^Messrs.  Aiken,  Barksdale,  Hendley  S.  Bennett, 
Billingburst,  Bocock.  Boyce,  Branch,  Bumeu,  Cadwalader, 
John  P.  Campbell,  Carlile,  Canithcrs,  Bayard  Clark,  Cling- 
"»-"    WUiiami^n  R.  W.  Cobb,  Cox,  Crawford,  CuUcn, 


man, 


Davidson,  Dowdell,  Dunn,  Edmundsnn,  Elliott,  English, 
Faulkner,  Florence,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode,  Green- 
wood, Augustus  Hall,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomas  L. 
Harris,  Harrison,  Herbert,  Houston,  Jewctt,  George  W. 
Jones,  Keitt,K]dwell, Lake, Letcher,  Lumpkin,  Alexander 
K.  Marshall,  Humphrey  Marshall,  BnmucI  S.  Marshall, 
Maxwell;  McMullin,  McQueen.  Smitli  Miller,  Millson, 
Mordecai  Oliver,  Paine,  Peck,  Phelps,  Powell,  Puryear, 
Reado,  Ready,  Ruffin,  Rust.  Sandidgc,  Savage,  Scott,  Sew- 
ard, Shorter,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  Spinner,  Stephens,  Stewart, 
ISwope,  Tnvior,  Thurston,  Todd,  Trippe,  Tyson,  Under- 
wood, Vail.  Walker,  Watkins,  Wmslow,  Daotei  D.  Wright, 
•nd  John  V.  Wright— 83. 


Pending  the  call  of  the  yeas  and  nays, 

Mr.  HERBERT  stated  that  his  coUea^e,  Mr. 
Denver,  was  detained  from  the  House  by  indis- 
position. 

Mr.  CRAWFORD  also  stated  that  Mr.  War- 
ner had  paired  off  with  Mr.  Wabhburne,  of 
Wisconsin. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  Monday  next, 
at  twelve. o'clock,  m. 


IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  February  11,  1856. 
Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Henrt  C.  Dean. 

The  Journal  of  Thursday  last  was  read  and 
approved. 

Hon.  S.  A.  Douglas  appeared  in  his  seat  this 
morning;. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  com- 
municating, in  obedience  to  law,  a  list  of  the 
clerks  and  other  persons  employed  in  that  De- 
partment during  the  year  1855;  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

Also,  a  report  of  the  Postmaster  G^nenil,  com- 
municating, in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate,  information  as  to  the  present  condition 
of  the  mail  communication  between  New  Orleans 
and  Cairo,  Illinois,  and  the  measures  which  have 
been  taken  to  insure  the  punctual  transmission 
of  a  daily  mail  between  those  points;  which,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Hamlin,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  letter  of  the  Secretary"  of  the  Navy,  ac- 
companied by  eighty  copies  or  the  official  Navy 
Register  for  the  current  year;  which  was  ordered 
to  Ue  on  the  table. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  EVANS  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Commins,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and 
owner  of  the  French  brig  Vigie,  which  was  re- 
paired by  him  in  the  United  States,  praying  that 
the  name  may  be  changed  to  Minnie;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr  HUNTER  presented  the  memorial  of 
James  Maccaboy,  praying  for  compensation  for 
injuries  received  wnile  employed  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States  at  the  Washington  navy-yard ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  the  heirs  of  the  officers 
of  the  Virginia  Continental  line,  praying  for  com- 
mutation pay;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  PESSENDEN  presented  the  petition  of 
William  W.  Smith,  for  himself  and  the  other 
heirs  of  Captain  John  K.  Smith,  an  officer  of  the 
revolutionary  Army,  praying  to  be  allowed  com- 
muation  pay;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  J.  Vincent  Browne,  pray- 
ing for  the  payment  of  a  balance  equitably  due 
to  him  under  a  contract  with  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment for  supplying  hemp;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL  presented  the  petition  of 
McKinley  Ward,  of  Madison  county,  Illinois, 
guardian  of  the  minor  children  of  Robert  Peebles, 
deceased,  praying  that  half-pay  pension  and 
bounty  land  may  be  granted  to  them,  on  account 
of  the  services  of  their  father  durina;  the  war  with 
Mexico;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Jacob  Cooper,  heir  and 
legal  representative  of  ApoUos  Cooper,  deceased, 
an  officer  in  the  Army  of  the  Revolution,  praying 
for  commutation,  or  seven  years*  half  pay,  under 
the  resolution  of  Congress  of  August  24,  1780; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 

Mr.  PEARCE  presented  the  memorial  of  R. 
W.  Meade,  admimstrator  of  Richard  W.  Meade, 
deceased,  praying  for  the  satisfaction  of  his  claim 
against  the  (Government  of  Spain,  which  was 
rejected  by  the  commissioners  under  the  treaty 
of  1819,  between  the  United  States  and  that  Gov- 
ernment; which,  with  the  papers  on  file  in  refer- 
ence to  the  same  case,  was  referred  to  the  Court 
of  Claims. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Benjamin  C.  Howard 
and  William  D.  Merrick,  commissioners  of  the 
Stats  of  Maryland,  praying  for  the  settlement  of  | 


the  claims  of  that  State  against  the  United  States 
for  advances  to  the  United  States  during  the  wv 
of  1812;  which  was  referred  to  the  Conunittee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  YULEE  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Scott,  praying  to  be  released  from  a  jud^meat 
against  him  and  his  sureties  for  the  amount  of  a 
forfeiture  under  a  mail  contract;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  presented  the  petition  of Alpheos 
T.  Palmer,  an  officer  in  the  late  war  with  Mexico, 
praying  for  an  increase  of  pension;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN  presented  an  additional  me- 
morial in  the  case  of  Captain  Jonas  P.  Levy, 
who  complains  that  the  Pirst  Comptroller,  in 
revising  tne  action  of  the  accounting  officers,  has 
not  adjudicated  his  clahn  in  accordance  with  the 
nrovisions  of  the  law  for  his  relief,  passed  August 
Of  1854;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims.        

Mr.  BROWN  presented  the  petition  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Franklin  Fire  Company,  and  other 
citizens  of  Washington,  praying  for  an  appropri- 
ation for  the  erection  of  a  new  building  for  the 
accommodation  of  their  engine  and  other  fire 
apparatus;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

EXECUTIVE  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Mr.  President,  there  are,  I 
believe,  some  special  orders  for  to-day,  but  I  wish 
to  give  notice  to  the  Senate  now,  that  I  shall  be 
compelled,  under  the  instruction  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Printing,  to  ask  for  an  executive  session 
to-day.  I  wish  merely  to  give  that  notice  now,  so 
that  there  may  be  no  surprise  in  regard  to  it,  at 
the  proper  time,  when  the  motion  shall  be  made. 
THE  NAVAL  RETIRING  BOARD. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  took  occasion,  some  days 
ago,  to  present  some  memorials  of  officers  of  uie 
Navy,  who  had  been  retired  or  dismissed  in  con- 
sequence of  the  action  of  the  late  naval  board. 
There  were  two  whose  names  were  not  announced 
at  the  time,  and  their  friends  have  written  to  me 
on  the  subject,  thinking,  perhaps,  that  their  names 
should  be  announced.  Ipresent,  now,  the  memo- 
rial of  Lieutenant  Maunce  Simmons,  and,  also, 
the  memorial  of  Lieutenant  J.  N.  Msiffit,  asking 
for  redress  from  the  action  of  that  board.  I  move 
that  they  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

The  memorials  were  so  referred. 

Mr.  BUTLER  also  presented  the  petition  of 
Mrs.  A.  £.  Rolando,  praying  that  her  husband, 
Henry  Rolando,  a  lieutenant  in  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States,  now  absent  in  the  active  service 
of  his  country,  may  be  restored  to  his  lawful 
rank,  from  which  he  has  been  removed  by  tha 
action  of  the  late  naval  board;  which  was  reteircd 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  IVERSON.  I  am  charged  with  the  me- 
morial of  Lieutenant  Horace  NT  Harrison  of  the 
United  States  Navy.  He  states  briefly  that,  not- 
withstanding his  services  as  a  lieutenant  in  the 
Navy,  and  his  merits  as  an  officer,  he  has  been 
retired  by  the  naval  board,  and  begs  for  redress. 
He  appends  to  his  memorial  letters  from  distin- 
guished officers  under  whom  he  was  serving  at 
the  very  moment  when  he  was  retired  by  uiis 
board,  who  testify  in  the  strongest  terms,  not  only 
to  his  high  character  as  a  gentleman,  but  hu 
promptness  and  efficiency  as  an  officer;  thus  giving 
another  evidence,  in  addition  to  the  many  which 
have  been  presented  to  the  Senate,  of  the  rothlesi 
character  of  the  late  law  and  of  its  more  ruthless 
execution.  I  move  that  the  memorial  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affiurs. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  RUSK.  I  have  been  requested  to  present 
the  petition  of  John  Calhoun,  a  commander  in  the 
Navy,  who  complains  of  having  been  unjuatlT 
dealt  with  by  being  retired  by  the  Tate  naval  boanl. 
I  know  the  gentleman  well,  and  am  satisfied  that 
he  is  amply  competent  to  dischai^  the  duties  of 
active  service  in  the  Navy.  I  hope  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Affairs  will  investigate  his  case,  and 
I  am  sure  they  will  be  satisfied  that,  physically 
and  mentally,  and  as  a  gentleman,  he  is  fully 
qualified  to  discharge  any  duties  that  may  de- 
volve on  him  in  active  service.  I  move  that  it  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  AfiQurs. 

It  was  so  referred. 
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no  person  shall  receive  a  miyority  of  ail  the  votes  cait,  being 
a  innjority  of  a  quorum,  he  shall  again  call  the  roll,  andtlie 
person  who  shall  then  receive  the  largest  number  of  votes  for 
printer,  being  a  m^ority  of  a  quorum,  shall  t^reupon  be 
elected  printer  of  the  Houi^e  of  Aepreseutatives,  and  shall 
be  so  dc^red  by  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  move  to  lay  theVesolu- 
tion  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  raise  the  ques- 
tion of  order,  that  the  resolution  is  not  in  order 
under  the  order  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  the  reso- 
lution is  not  in  order,  pending  the  previous  ques- 
tion under  which  the  House  is  acting,  the  effect 
of  the  resolution  being  to  change  the  rules  of  the 
House. 

PAPERS  REFERRED  TO  COURT  OF  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Tenne-ssee.  I  desire  to  ask 
tinanimous  consent  to  withdraw  from  the  files  of 
the  House  the  papers  in  the  case  of  Thomas 
Crown,  and  also  in  the  case  of  Joseph  Radcliff, 
for  the  purpose  of  having  them  referred  to  the 
Court  of  Claims.  These  cases  are  already  before 
that  court,  and  I  now  merely  request  that  the 
papers  may  so  there. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  wish  to  inquire  in  reference 
to  the  nature  of  the  claim  in  regard  to  which  tiie 

fentleman  from  Tennessee  fMr.  WiUGnT]  makes 
is  motion  to  refer.  If  it  is  a  claim  that  comes 
within  the  purview  of  a  portion  of  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  act  creating  tne  Court  of  Claims,  I 
have  no  wish  to  interpose  any  objection.  I  have 
no  objection  to  referring  to  tnat  court  any  cleiim 
founded  upon  any  law  of  Congress,  or  upon  any 
regulation  of  an  executive  department,  or  upon 
any  contract,  express  or  implied,  with  the  Grov- 
erament  of  the  United  States;  but  I  wish  to  object 
very  decidedly  to  the  reference  of  all  other  classes 
of  cases  until  we  know  something  of  their  nature. 

The  act  provides  that,  in  addition  to  the  classes 
of  cases  I  have  mentioned,  the  court  shall  also 
have  jurisdiction  of  all  claims  which  may  be  re- 
ferred to  it  by  either  House  of  Congress. 

It  has  been  claimed  with  great  confidence — and 
I  am  not  prepared  to  say  but  claimed  rightly— 
that  if  either  House  refer  a  claim  for  the  exten- 
sion of  a  patent,  or  any  other  of  a  similar  char- 
acter, to  that  court,  it  gives  to  it  Jurisdiction  of 
the  case.  Now,  to  a  reference  of  any  such  case 
I  object;  but  I  have  no  objection  to  interpose  in 
reg^ard  to  any  claim  coming  under  the  three  classes 
I  have  first  mentioned. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  would  merely  suggest,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  statement  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  that  in  consideration  of  the  fact  he  has 
stated,  it  will  be  better  for  the  House  not  to  refer 
any  papers  to  the  Court  of  Claims,  until  we  have 
had  an  opportunity  of  examining  them. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Haven]  whether  the  House  did 
not,  at  the  close  of  the  last  session,  refer  to  that 
court  all  cases  upon  which  committees  had  re- 
ported favorably,  but  which  had  not  been  reached 
in  the  legislative  action  of  the  House? 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  am  aware  such  action  was 
taken  by  the  last  Congress;  and  it  is  owing  to  that 
fact  that  my  attention  has  been  called  to  me  sub- 
ject; but  for  that  it  might  have  escaped  my  at- 
tention. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  rise  to  a  ques- 
tion of  order.  I  insist  that  this  whole  debate  is 
out  of  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  Debate  is  not  in  order  while 
the  House  is  acting  under  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  move  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  to  enable  me  to  submit  my  resolution. 

The  SPEA  KER.  It  is  notin  order, pending  the 
execution  of  the  order  of  the  House  tor  the  elec- 
tion of  printer. 

VOTE  FOR  PRINTER AGAIN. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  vote  viva  voce 

the  sixth  time  for  printer  of  the  House,  with  the 

following  result:  Whole  number  of  votes  cast, 

167;  necessary  to  a  choice,  84;  of  which — 

Cornelius  Wendell  received 71 

Oran  Follett 65 

Robert  Famham 9 

Natban  Sergeant.... 6 

G.  Knapp 5 

John  D.  Defrees 4 

Edward  Morris 3 

Beverley  Tucker... 1 

Charles  Sentclle 1 

J.  Tbompson 1 

R.  W.Hughes 1 

Bo  ihtm  was  no  choice. 


The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  Wendell — MeMrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barksdale,  Dell, 
Hendley  S.  Bennett,  Bocock^owic,  Boyec.  Branch,Brooks, 
Burnett,  John  P.  Camphcll.  Clingman,  WilUnm^on  R.  W. 
Cobb.  Cox,  Crawford,  Cullen^  Davidsmi,  Dowdell,  Ed« 
munason,  Elliott,  Enalish,  Eustis,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Fos- 
ter, Thotnaa  J.  D.  Puller,  Goode,  Greenwood,  AugUBtus 
Hall,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomas  L.  Harris,  Herbert,Hick- 
man,  Houston,  Jewett.  George  W.  Jones,  Keitt.  Kidwell. 
Lake,  Letcher,  Lumpkin,  Alexander  K.  Marshall,  Samuel 
S.  Marshall,  Maxwell,  McMullin,  McUueen.  Smith  Miller, 
Million,  Paine,  Quitman,  Ready,  Ricaud,  Iluffin,  Savage, 
Seward,  Shorter,  Stephenson,  Stewart,  Swope,  Taylor, 
Thurston,  Trippe,  Underwooa,  Valk,  Walker,  Watkins, 
Winslow,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  John  V.  Wright,  and  Zolli- 
coffer. 

IV  Mr.  Follett  —  Messrs.  Albricht,  Allison,  Barbour, 
Benson,  BiJlinghurst,  Bingham,  Bl&s,  Breton,  Bufflnton, 
Bnrlingaroe,  James  H.  Campbell,  Lewis  D.  CampAiell, 
Colfhx,  Covodc,  Cragin,  Cumback,  DamreU,  Dean,  Dick, 
Dickson,  Dodd,  Galloway^  Giddings.Gilbert,  Granger,  Grow, 
Robert  R.  Hall,  Harlan,  HoUoway,  Howard,  Huglu)ton,Kel- 
sey,  Knapp,  Knowlton^  Knox,Leiter,  Mace,  Matteson,  Mc- 
</arty,  Morgan,  Momll,  Mott,  Murray,  Norton,  Parker, 
Perry,  Pike,  Pringle,  Ritchie,  Sobin,  Sage.  Sapp,  SimoHms, 
Stanton,  Tappan,  Tliorington,  Wade,  Wakeman,  Wal- 
bridge,  Waldron,  Ellihu  B.  Washbume,  Israel  Washburn, 
Watson,  Welch,  and  Woodworth. 

For  Mr.  Farnham  —  Messrs.  Broom,  Carllle,  Bayard 
Clark,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Evans,  Harrison,  Hoffman, 
Reade,  and  William  R.  Smith. 

For  Mr.  Sereeant—  Messrs.  Ezra  Clark,  Etheridge,  Ha- 
ven, Robison,  Todd,  and  Woodruff. 

For  Mr.  Knapp — Messrs.  Kennett,  Liodley,  Porter,  Ca- 
ruthen,  and  Mordecai  Oliver. 

J^or  Mr.  Defrees— 'MesstB.  Dunn,  Humphrey  Marshall, 
Rivers,  and  Scott. 

For  Mr.  MorrU — ^Messn.  Clawson,  Pennington,  mod 
Bobbins. 

For  Mr.  7Vc*er— Mr.  Powell. 

For  Mr.  SenteUe—Mr.  Andrew  Oliver. 

For  Mr.  Thompeon^Mr.  Mcacham. 

For  Mr.  Hughes— Mr.  William  Smith. 

Pendinff  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  THURSTON  stated  that  Mr.  Peck  had 
paired  off  with  Mr.  Pettit. 

Mr.  SHERMAN  also  stated  that  he  had  paired 
off  for  an  hour  and  a  half  with  Mr.  Rust. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  move  that  the  further  ex- 
ecution of  the  order  of  the  House  in  reference  to 
the  election  of  public  printer  be  postponed  until 
to-morrow.     [Cries  of  ♦•  No !"  **  Call  the  roll."] 

Mr.  WALKER.   The  motion  is  out  of  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  of  the  opinion 
that  the  motion  to  postpone  the  further  execution 
of  the  House  is  in  order. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  After  the  call  for 
the  previous  question  has  been  seconded,  and 
the  main  question  has  been  ordered  to  be  now 
put? 

The  SPEAKER.  Yes;  the  previous  ques- 
tion received  a  second,  and  the  House  ordered 
that  the  main  question  be  now  put  on  the  resolu- 
tion. Under  that  order  the  House  agreed  to  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  JONES.  What  was  the  main  question 
but  an  execution  of  the  resolution  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  main  question  directed 
an  immediate  vote  to  be  put  on  the  resolution, 
which  vote  the  House  has  taken.  The  6;entleman 
from  Ohio  now  moves  to  suspend  the  further 
execution  of  the  order  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  JONES.  If  the  motion  be  in  order,  and 
it  is  carried,  the  resolution  would  then,  it  seems 
to  me,  never  come  up  again.  If  the  Chair  holds 
that  voting  under  the  resolution  is  execution  of 
it,  then  it  would  certainly  never  come  up  any 
more.    I  ask  that  the  resolution  be  read. 

The  Clerk  read  the  resolution,  as  follows: 

Rewlvedf  That  the  House  do  now  proceed  to  the  election 
of  public  printer. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  opinion  of  the  Chair 
is,  that  the  main  question  is  exhausted  by  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution  and  the  execution  of 
the  order  under  it. 

Mr.  JONES.  If  tlie  further  execution  of  the 
order  be  postponed,  when,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Chair,  will  it  come  up  again? 

Mr.  UNDERW06d.  I  would  inquire  of  the 
Chair  whether  my  proposition  to  apply  the  plu- 
rality rule  to  the  election  of  public  printer  is  not 
now  in  order  ?  I  again  submit  the  proposition,  and 
demand  that  the  question  of  oraer  ue  definitely 
determined. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  proposition  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  takes  precedence  of  the  propo- 
sition of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  resolution  which  has 
just  been  read  has  been  adopted ,  and  now  consti- 
tutes an  order  of  the  House.  Can  that  order  be 
dispensed  with  unless  by  a  two-third  vote  ?  The 
resolution  is  an  injunction  that  we  how  proceed 


to  discharge  a  certain  duty.  We  are  now  engaged 
in  the  discharge  of  that  auty. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.    Is  discussion  in  ordei? 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  merely  make  a  sumstion. 
We  are  in  the  discharge  of  a  duty  under  the  res(> 
lution,  and  I  ask  the  Chair  whether  it  ia  in  order 
to  make  the  postponement  contemplated  by  the 
resolution  or  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Stanton]  unless  by  a  vote  of  two  thirds? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  foritseuioption 
does  not  require  a  two-third  vote,  inasmuch  as  it 
proposes  no  change  of  the  rules. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  do  not  hold  the  opinion 
that  a  clear  majority  of  the  House  can  gel  rid  of 
the  order,  in  the  execution  of  which  we  arc  now 
enffaffed. 

Mr.  cImPBELL,  of  Ohio.  That  ii  not  the 
question  before  us. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  rtaie  the 
Question.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  movei  that 
tne  further  execution  of  the  order  in  reference  to 
the  election  ofpublic  printer  be  postponed  nntfl 
to-morrow.  Tne  Cheur  decides  tne  motion  lobe 
in  order. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.    If  that  ii  the 
Chair's  decision,  I  beg  most  respectfully  to  take 
<i  an  appeal.    I  believe  that  the  question,  if  poet- 
poned,  will  never  come  up  again. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  of  the  opinion 
that  if  the  resolution  be  postponed  it  wiH  eone 
up  affain  for  the  action  of  the  House  the  verjrday 
and  nour  to  which  it  is  postponed.  It  b  in 
itself  a  matter  of  privilege,  for  it  affects  the  or* 
ganization  of  the  House. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Then  I  move  thai  the 
further  consideration  of  the  resolatioo  be  poft- 
poned  until  the  4th  of  March,  1857. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  of  the  opinion 
that  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
amounts  to  an  indefinite  postponement  of  the  res- 
olution; that  it  includes  the  entire  term  forwhicb 
members  are  elected ,  and  is  therefore  not  in  order. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Then  I  modify  it,  and  pro- 
pose that  the  further  execution  of  the  order  be 
postponed  until  (^  dd  of  March,  1657. 

Tne  question  was  taken;  and  the  motion  vaa 
disagreed  to — there  bein^,  on  a  division  of  the 
House,  only  twenty -six  in  the  affirmative;  ooet 
not  counted. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  now  recnre  oi 
the  motion  of  the  eentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Stanton,]  that  the  further  execution  of  the  order 
of  the  House  in  reference  to  the  election  of  public 
printer,  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  rise  to  take  ai 
appeal,  if  the  Chair  decides  that  it  is  in  order 
to  move  a  postponement  after  the  main  quertion 
has  been  ordered  to  be  now  put. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  ^entleroaii  from  Tea- 
nessee  appeals  from  the  Chair's  decision,  that  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  is  in  order. 
The  question  is,  *«  Shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  House  ?'* 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  move  that 
the  appeal  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  IdenMrndtheyeasandwy* 
on  the  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  JONES.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  not  disDOied 
to  embarrass  the  House;  and  if  it  is  the  wiahofa 
majority  of  members  to  postpone  the  farther  ex- 
ecution of  the  order  of  the  House,  they  can  do  w 
in  a  direct  vote.  I  withdraw  my  appcial  from  the 
Chair's  decision. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Question  again  reewf 
on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman /rom  Ohio,  to 
postpone  the  further  execution  of  the  order  of  tw 

House  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nayi 
on  the  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.  . 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  understand  that  Uw 
previous  question  has  not  been  called  on  the  mo- 


submit  it  as  a  substitute  for  the  pending  motion. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman 's  proposition 
is  not  relevant  to  the  motion  for  postponement. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  But  I  proposo  it  ns  a 
substitute  for  the  pending  proposition. 

TheSPEAKER.    It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Cb«r 

that  the  proposition  of  the  genUeman  from  RW^ 
Micky  is  not  in  order  as  a  subsiitate  .or  "" 
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benefit  of  ^e  Indians,  during  the  fiscal  year  end- 
in)^  the  30th  June,  18S5,  wiw  lists  of  the  names 
of  all  persons  to  whom  goods,  moneys,  or  efifects 
hare  been  delirered  during  that  period ;  which ,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Weixbr,  was  ordered  to  tie  on 
the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Also,  a  letter  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents, 
communicating  his  annual  report  for  the  year 
1S5S\  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Weller,  it  was 

Oritrti,  Thst  tiie  ummI  number  of  extra  oc^et  be 
pciated  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 
Mr.  MASON  presented  the  petition  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  Thomas  Nelson,  an  officer  of 
the  army  of  the  Revolution,  prayine  for  com- 

Sensalion  for  a  house  destroyed  by  the  military 
uring  that  war,  and  fbr  the  commutation  pay  to 
which  he  was  entitled;  which  was  referrea  tothe 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Anton  L.  C.  Portman, 
praying  for  compensation  for  services  rendered 
as  interpreter  by  order  of  Commodore  Perry, 
commanding  the  Japan  expedition;  which  was 
referred  to  ue  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  PUQH  presented  the  petition  of  Eleanor 
Da  vies,  widow  of  Marmaduke  8.  Davies,  a  revo- 
lutionary soldier,  prayine  to  be  allowed  bounty 
land;  wnich  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Mrs.  A.  E.  Donahoo  in 
behalf  of  her  mother,  Mrs.  Sophia  Turner,  the 
only  surviving  heir  of  Dr.  Robert  Wilcox,  a  sur- 
geon in  the  revolutionary  war,  pra)rin£;  that  she 
may  be  compensated  for  his  services  during  that 
war;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  presented  the  petition 
of  the  trustees  of  the  State  University  or  Iowa, 
praying  for  a  fVirther  grant  of  land  to  aid  that  in- 
stitution *^which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  PublicLands. 

Also,  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Iowa,  praying 
for  the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  from  Cedar 
Rapids  to  Albion,  in  that  State;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roods. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Allen,  praying  to  be  allowed  apension  or  a  grant 
of  landt  for  his  gallantry  and  good  conduct  in 
capturing  an  armed  barge  of  the  enemy,  in  the 
last  war  with  Great  Britain,  while  master  of  a 
schooner  engaged  in  the  lumber  trade;  which  was 
relerred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  HALE  presented  the  petition  of  citizens 
of  Manchester,  New  Hampshire,  praying  for  the 
adoption  of  measures  to  reduce  the  present  high 
rates  of  ocean  postage;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 
THE  NAVAL  RETIRING  BOARD. 

Mr.  WELLER-  I  desire  to  present  the  me- 
morial of  Thomas  Holdup  Stevens,  late  a  lieu- 
tenant of  the  Um'ted  States  Navy,  protesting 
against  the  action  of  the  late  naval  board,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  he  was  dropped  from  the  rolls 
of  the  Navy;  and  pra)ring  that  such  action  may 
be  lalcen  as  will  result  in  his  restoration  to  his 
former  position  in  the  service. 

It  was  my  intention  to  submit  some  observa- 
tions to  the  Senate  in  presenting  this  memorial; 
but  1  find  myself,  this  morning,  so  hoarse,  that 
it  will  be  impossible  forme  to  do  so.  I  desire  to 
say,  however,  that,  when  the  subject  comes  up 
for  discussion,  I  shall  take  occasion  to  speak  of 
this  and  other  cases  in  which,  according  to  my 
judgment,  the  grossest  injustice  has  been  done  to 
naval  officers.  I  move  to  refer  this  memorial  to 
die  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to 

Mr.  MASON  presented  the  memorial  of  Cap- 
tain William  Jamesson,  who  was  placed  on  the 
reserved  list  in  consequence  of  the  action  of  the 
late  naval  board,  praying  to  be  restored  to  his 
former  position  in  the  Navy;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afifairs. 

Also,  additional  papers  in  the  case  of  H.  H. 
Rhodes,  late  a  lieutenant  in  the  United  States 
Navy,  who  sought  relief  from  the  action  of  the 
late  naval  board;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  have  been  requested  to  pre- 
sent the  petition  of  iy»ner  Read,  late  a  lieutenant 
in  the  United  Slates  Navy,  who  was  dropped  in 


consequence  of  the  action  of  the  late  naval  board, 
praying  for  relief  a|^;ainst  their  action.  I  will  re^ 
frain  from  entering  into  any  discussion  of  the  ques- 
tion presented  by  this  petition.  I  will  onlv  say  that 
I  regard  the  petitioner's  case  as  one  or  peeoliar 
hai^hip,  an/l  think  of  very  great  injusUceT^ 
addition,  I  will  make  this  one  suggestion:  It  has 
occurred  to  me  that  the  law  ought  to  be  modified, 
at  least  so  far  as  to  provide  that  those  who  were 
retired  should  be  retired  for  causes  which  cast  no 
blame  upon  them,  and  that  they  should  be  retired 
with  merit;  and  that,  in  all  cases  where  officers 
have  been  dismissed  or  retired  for  causes  which 
cast  discredit  upon  themselves,  a  trial  in  the  na- 
ture of  a  court-martial  ought  to  be  given  to  each 
one,  in  order  that  the  charges  agains^them  might 
be  proved  according  to  the  regular  course  of 
proceedings.  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs  to  the  fact,  that  the 
passage  of  a  law  to  grant  a  trial  into  the  truth  of 
the  facts,  requiring  specific  charges  to  be  made  as 
to  all  those  dismissed,  might  nSotd  rdief  and  do 
justice  by  separating  those  who  are  worthy  from 
those  who  are  unworthy.  I  will  not  attempt  to 
say  any  more  upon  the  questiooi  at  this  time.  I 
move  tlie  reference  of  the  petition  which  I  have 
presented  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  have  the  petition  of  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-six  sailors  on  the  northern  lakes, 
praying  for  the  restoration  to  his  former  position 
of  Commander  John  S.  Nicholas,  who  has  been 
dropped  fVom  the  active  service  list  by  the  action 
of  the  late  naval  board.  This  petition  was  in- 
trusted to  me  by  the  sailors.  ^  With  Commander 
Nicholas  himself,  who,  I  believe,  is  a  citizen  of 
Virginia,  I  have  very  little  acquaintance.  Upon 
this  occasion,  I  desire  to  say  that,  while  I  was  on 
the  northern  lakes  recently,  I  saw  sailors  and 
merchants  who  represented  to  me  that  they  hardly 
ever  knew,  upon  those  lakes,  that  there  was  any 
United  States  Crovernment  for  their  protection 
until  Commander  Nicholas  came  there;  and  that, 
since  he  had  been  in  command  of  a  stecuner  on 
the  lakes,  he  had  been  indefatirable  in  his  atten- 
tions and  in  his  exertions;  and  that,  no  mattter 
at  whatever  hour  of  night  or  day  the  telegraph 
flashed  to  him  the  intelugence  that  life  or  prop- 
erty was  in  peril.  Commander  Nicholas  was  sure 
to  be  where  nis  presence  was  necessary.  While 
he  was  thus  acceptably  and  honorably  discharg- 
ing the  duties  of  this  station  to  the  universal 
acceptation  of  every  person  around  the  laked,  he 
was  stricken  down  by  the  action  of  this  board. 
I  was  instructed  to  refer,  for  the  substantiation 
of  these  statements,  to  two  Senators  whom  I  do 
not  now  see  in  their  seats — the  honorable  Senator 
from  Illinois,  Irvine  in  the  city  of  Chicago,  [Mr. 
Douglas,]  and  the  honorable  Senator  from  Mich- 
igan, living  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  [Mr.  Cass.] 
Task  that  the  memorial  may  be  received  ana 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs. 

It  was  80  referred. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DOUQLAS,  it  was 

Re$oh>ed,  That  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Junei  Bell, 
deceased,  pniyiog  for  payment  for  advances  made  by  him 
to  the  American  Army  during  the  revolutionary  war,  be 
withdrawn  flrom  the  files  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

ERRONEOUS  REFERENCE. 

Mr.  WELLER.  The  memorial  of  Colonel 
Leslie  Combs,  praying  for  a  grant  of  bounty  land 
to  his  regiment  of  Kentucky  volunteers,  was  some 
time  ago  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Afliiirs.  It  should  properly  have  gone  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands.  I  therefore  move 
that  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be  dis- 
charged fVom  the  further  consideration  of  that 
memorial,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

jurors'  FEES. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  The  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  the  District  of  Columbia,  praying  that  the 
jurors  in  the  courts  of  that  District  may  be  tdlowed 
the  same  fees  as  are  allowed  to  jurors  of  other 
United  States  courts  by  the  act  of  the  26th  of 
February,  1853,  have  instructed  me  to  report  a  bill 
amendatory  of  an  "  Act  to  regulate  the  fees  and 
costs  to  be  allowed  clerks,  mar&als,  and  attorneys 
of  the  circuit  and  district  courts  of  the  United 


States,  and  for  other  purposes."  This  bill  pro* 
poses  to  make  only  one  alteration  in  the  law^aai 
1  desire  to  state  what  it  is.  Under  the  acU  pre- 
vious  io  that  of  1853,  the  sum  allowed  to  juren 
was  |1  25  per  day.  Under  the  Uw  of  1853,  it vai 
increased  to  $1 50.  A  construction  has  been  given 
to  the  law  that  it  has  no  application  to  iuron  in 
the  courts  of  the  United  States  in  the  DiMriet  of 
Columbia.  It  seems  very  reasonable  that  the 
same  compensation  should  be  allowed  here  as  in 
the  other  courts  of  the  United  States, particaiarlf 
as  the  same  reason  for  an  increase  or  compenia- 
tion  exists  here;  that  is^  the  increased  cost  of 
living.    I  trust  the  bill  will  be  now  passed. 

The  biU  (S.  No.  60)  was  read  a  first  and  sk- 
ond  time,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  considered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

It  provides  that  so  much  of  the  act  entitled  "An 
act  to  regulate  the  fees  and  costs  to  be  allowed 
clerks,  marshals,  and  attorneys  of  the  circoii  and 
district  courts  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes, "  approved  February  26, 1853,  as  ap- 
plies to  the  fetw  of  jurors,  shall  be  made  to  em- 
brace the  iurors  of  tne  United  States  court  for  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  withovt 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  thiid 
reading,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
COMMITTEE  REPORT. 

Mr.  WELLER,  fVom  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affiiirs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob 
Dodson;  which  was  read  a  first  time  and  ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

REaOCUTIOMS. 

Mr.  H ALB  submitted  the  following  resohtioir 
for  consideration: 

JUaolvei,  Than  the  Coanntttee  on  tbe  iudidaiy  be  in- 
Btructed  to  inquire  and  report  whetiter  ttoe  pfOvUoMofn 
"Act  to  promote  the  efficiencvof  tfie  Nav]r,»approTed9Mi 
February.  Iit55,  are  in  accordance  with  the  pmrimm  of 
the  Cmwtimtion  of  the  United  States ;  and  whether  die  pro- 
ceedinn  under  said  aa  by  which  large  sumbeit  of  mtm 
of  the  Nhvy  hate  been  involuntarily  placed  oa  the  ntarti 
list  and  on  fUrloucfa,  and  other*  dismlnedfirom  tbewniee. 
are  agreeable  to,  and  waitantod  by,  the  proviaona  of  nit 
Ckinstitution. 

Mr.  STUART  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion ;  which  was  considered  by  imanimooB  coo* 
sent,  and  agreed  to: 

Refolded,  That  the  Contmittee  on  Public  Laodi  be  ii- 
Btrueted  to  inqQire  into  the  expediency  of  condnuni  tiM 
land  office  at  Kalsmasoo,  ia  the  State  of  Aficbigan. 

NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 

Mr.  YULEE  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  aak 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  establishing aport  of 
entry  at  Pemandina,  and  at  Tampa,  m  Florida. 

Mr.  PITZPATRICK  gave  noUccofhisinteD- 
tion  to  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  provide  for 
the  examination  and  payment  of  certain  clainf 
of  citizens  of  Georgia  and  Alabama,  on  accooM 
of  losses  sustained  by  the  depredationf  of  the 
Creek  Indians. 

Mr.  MASON  gave  notice  of  his  intention^ 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution,  profiding 
for  the  appointment  of  a  Regent  to  the  Smithso- 
nian Institution,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasiooed  by 
the  death  of  the  Hon.  John  McPherson  Berrien, 
and  also  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  bytheret- 
ignation  of  Rufus  Choate,  of  Massachusetts. 
BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  HALE,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
repeal  the  act  "  to  promote  the  efficiency  of  the 
Navy,"  approved  February  28, 1855;  which  wai 
read  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs.  , 

Mr.  WELLER,  by  unanimous  consent,  askfd 
and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  joint  resoluuon 
authorising  and  directing*  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  furnish  in  certain  cases  verified  copies  oi  on- 
gpinal  papera  filed  before  the  board  for  the  ex^- 
ination  of  claims  contracted  in  Califotnia  «»* 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Pr&nont.  The  joint  resoluuoi 
was  read  twice  by  its  title,and  referred  to  theCo«* 
mittee  on  Military  Afiairs. 

Mr.  FOOT,  in  pursuance  of  previous  nooee, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  n***"}^ 
compensation  to  George  P.  Marsh  for  exiraorai- 
nary  services  and  expenses  on  a  special  im«io" 
to  the  Greek  Government,  and  for  ne|otiating« 
treaty  between  the  Government  of  the  Vnm 
States  and  Persia;  which  was  read  twice  by  ita 
title,  and  referred  to  the  Commiuee  on  Foreigfl 
Relations. 

Mr.  FISH,  in  pursuance  of  previous  nouce, 
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take  it  for  granted  that  if  we  have  experienced 
officers,  when  the  election  comes  on,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  every  Congress,  the  Senate  will 
reiilect  them.  No  mjurr  can  therefore  result, 
according  to  my  idea,  to  the  public  service  by  the 
adoption  of  these  resolutions,  or  any  risk  be  run 
of  getting  inexperienced  officers  wnen  we  have 
the  judgment  of  the  Senate  to  control  that  matter 
in  the  selection  of  those  officers. 

But,  I  do  not  propose,  Mr.  President,  to  occupy 
the  time  of  the  Senate  with  any  extended  remarks 
on  this  question.  There  is  one  consideration, 
however,  that  has  struck  me  very  forcibly  indeed, 
to  which  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate. 
This  branch  of  Congress  is  the  great  conserv- 
ative power  in  the  theory  of  our  government, 
as  far  as  the  le^slative  department  is  concerned. 
The  practice  that  now  prevails,  in  my  humble 
judgment,  is  well  calculated  to  weaken  tne  attach- 
ment of  a  large  mass  of  the  people  to  this  portion 
of  the  Government.  Not  only  this,  but  there 
may  be  other  objections.  I  feel  greatly  honored 
by  being  considered  worthy,  by  my  State,  to 
represent  her  in  this  august  body;  and  so  far  as 
my  humble  abilities  go,  I  propose,  in  my  action 
here,  to  pursue  such  a  course  that,  so  far  from 
removing  us,  or  having  the  appearance  of  remov- 
ing us,  from  the  great  mass  of  the  people,  will 
attach  tliat  mass  more  strongly  to  this  branch  of 
the  Government.  I  am,  thererore,  sir,  uponprin- 
ciple,  and  upon  every  consideration  that  mfiu- 
ences  my  political  course,  decidedly  in  favor  of 
the  adoption  of  these  resolutions. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  Mr.  President,  I  desire  to  say 
a  word  to  explain  the  vote  which  I  expect  to  give 
on  this  occasion.  It  is  true  that  I  mtroduced, 
at  the  commencement  of  this  session,  a  resolution 
providing  for  an  election  of  the  officers  of  the 
oenate.  One  reason  for  doing  so  was,  that  if, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  we  adopted 
the  resolution,  it  would  aiTord  to  new  Senators, 
who  had  no  voice  in  the  selection  of  our  present 
officers,  an  opportunity  to  express  their  prefer- 
ences, and  that  by  going  into  an  election  at  that 
period  there  would  be  no  reflection  on  our  existing 
officers,  so  that  if  a  majority  of  the  Senate  pre- 
ferred another  person  to  an  incumbent,  it  would 
be  no  reflection  on  him.  One  object  which  I  had 
in  view  was  to  test  the  sense  of  tne  Senate  on  the 
principle  involved.  These  officers  hold  their  offices 
now  under  a  resolution  which  provides  that  they 
shall  hold  their  offices  until  otherwise  ordered  by 
thfi  Senate.  Yet,  if  we  otherwise  order,  it  occurred 
to  me  tliat  we  should  do  so  at  the  commencement 
of  the  session.  The  Senate  diflfered  with  me  in 
opinion,  and  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote— my 
friend  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Bigos]  and  my 
friend  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Pugh]  being  the  only  voices 
I  heard  in  favor  of  my  views— rejected  my  propo- 
sition. So  decided  was  the  expression  of  the  Sen- 
ate, that  I  did  not  even  call  for  a  division.  That 
vote  of  the  Senate  was  equivalent  to  a  rei^ection  of 
all  the  officers,  the  proposition  for  a  new  election 
having  been  made  and  rejected.  Now,  after  they 
have  l^n  rejected  for  the  Congress  in  this  indirect 
mode  by  a  vote  of  the  Senate,  to  pass  these  reso- 
liitions,  which  would  in  le^  effect  be  a  removal 
of  them,  would  be  a  reflection  on  the  present  offi- 
cers. Therefore,  being  always  willing  to  be  gov- 
erned by  the  majority,  as  is  the  duty  of  every 
good  citizen,  I  am  opposed  now-— the  sense  of  the 
Senate  having  been  once  ascertained  at  this  session 
on  this  subject — to  reverse  and  reconsider  that 
vote,  and  bring  on  these  elections.  For  this  reason 
I  shall  cast  my  vote  in  opposition  to  these  resolu- 
tions. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  trust  the  motion  of  my  hon- 
orable friend  from  Virffinia  will  prevail,  and  that 
these  resolutions  will  oe  indefinitely  postponed. 
Sir,  if  we  wish  to  oi^anize  here  at  the  commence- 
ment of  every  Congress  a  band  of  office-hunters, 
we  shall  pass  the  resolutions  offered  by  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  North  Carolina.  That  will 
be  the  effect,  and  the  only  effect  of  them.  Itis  an 
entire  misapprehension  to  suppose  that  there  is 
such  a  thing  as  a  life  tenure  in  the  office  of  Sec- 
retary or  any  other  office  of  the  Senate,  under  our 
usages  and  under  our  rules.  The  officers  hold 
during  the  pleasure  of  the  Senate.  What  is  there 
anti-democratic  in  that?  All  the  clerks  in  your 
Departments  hold  by  the  same  tenure;  and  as  ap- 
plied to  administrative  officers,  if  you  ever  wish 
to  preserve  good  administrative  officers,  and  to 
continue  them  only  while  they  perform  their 


duties  properly,  you  must  adhere  to  that  rule.  If 
you  have  periodical  elections  in  a  body  which, 
nrom  its  organization,  is  not  compelled  to  have 
a  periodical  organization,  as  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives is,  you  will  have  a  struggle  attHNM)m- 
mencement  of  every  Congress  for  every  promi- 
nent office  in  the  gin  of  the  Senate ;  you  will  have 
private  solicitation;  you  will  have  intrigues;  you 
will  have  all  sorts  of  corruption;  and  you  will 
ultimately  end  in  obtaining  officers  who  will  be 
perfectly  worthless  for  conducting  the  bo^ness 
of  the  Senate.  Such,  at  least,  is  my  opinion.  I 
see  no  democracy  in  the  question  at  all,  Mr. 
President.  I  see  nothing  anti-democratic  or  anti- 
republican  in  the  Senate  holding  their  officers  by 
the  tenure  of  their  pleasure.  They  can  dismiss 
any  officer  at  any  time  they  see  fit;  and  it  is  not 
to  oe  presumed,  tliat  if  an  officer  should  not  per- 
form his  duties ,  every  member  of  the  Senate  would 
be  unwilling  to  make  a  motion  for  his  dismissal, 
and  that,  if  made  on  proper  grounds,  the  Senate 
would  not  act  upon  it  and  remove  the  officer. 
That  is  quite  a  sufficient  guardianship,  and  I  am 
satisfied,  myself,  it  is  the  true  principle  of  action 
in  reference  to  administrative  officers.  Enter- 
taining these  views,  I  shall  vote  for  the  motion 
for  the  indefinite  postponement. 

Mr.  BIGOS.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
that  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HALE.  Mr.  President,  I  do  not  know 
that  I  have  made  up  my  mind  on  this  question; 
but  I  think  there  is  a  ready  answer  to  one  sug- 
gestion thrown  out  by  the  Senator  from  Virainia, 
[Mr.  Mason.]  We  are  placed  in  very  different 
circumstances  now  from  what  we  were  when  the 
vote  was  taken  at  the  beginning  of  the  session; 
because,  since  then,  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives has  been  organized  under  a  different  rule 
from  that  which  mfore  prevailed,  and  some  of 
our  friends  whom  we  thought  were  safely  moored 
there  have  been  unsettled.  [Laughter.]  This 
may  be  a  fitting  opportunity  or  expressing  a  little 
sympathy  for  those  who  have -suffered  by  the 
revolution  there,  that  would  suggest  a  reason  for 
a  change  now  which  did  not  exist  at  the  time  the 
first  vote  was  taken.  I  do  not  know  that  in  any 
other  respect  it  stands  on  a  different  footing;  and 
if  this  view  is  not  strong  enough  to  induce  a  re- 
consideration, I  suppose  it  womd  be  as  well  to  let 
matters  stand  as  they  are. 

Mr.  BIGGS.  I  will  say  to  the  Senator  from 
New  Hampshire,  that  the  consideration  to  which 
he  has  alluded  has  not  eovemed  my  action.  I 
am  actuated  from  what  I  deem  a  correct  principle. 
I  am  free  to  say,  however,  that,  all  things  being 
equal,  I  shall  always  be  disposed  to  prefer  my 
political  friends  in  the  bestowment  of  office.  To 
the  Senator  from  Delaware,  [Mr.  BataIid,]  who 
fears  the  organization  of  a  band  of  office-seekers, 
I  remark  that  the  selection  of  officers  is  an  inci- 
dent to  republican  representative  Government. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Before  I  vote,  I  wish  to  ask 
a  question.  As  these  resolutions  relate  to  an 
election  of  all  the  officers  of  the  Senate,  will  an 
indefinite  postponement  of  them  preclude  any 
Senator  from  offering  a  resolution  for  the  election 
of  a  particular  officer? 

The  PRESIDENT.    No,  sir. 

Mr.  RUSK.    Certainly  not. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Then  I  shall  vote  to  post- 
pone. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted— yeas  33,  nays  11;  as  follows: 


of  Kentucky,  Toomlw,  Wade,  Wilson,  and  Wright— 33. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bifgs,  Bright,  Brodhead,  Doiulaa,  Fitz- 
patrick,  Jones  of  Iowa,  Pugti,  Bumner,  Toucey,  Tnimlmll, 
and  WfiUer— 11. 

So  the  resolutions  were  postponed  indefinitely. 
CLAYTON-BULWER  TREATY. 

The  Senate,  on  motion  by  Mr.  HALE,  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  Mr.  Clattok's  motion 
to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  the 
letter  of  Lord  John  Russell,  of  January  19, 1853, 
in  reference  to  the  Clayton-Bulwer  treaty. 

Mr.  WILSON  addressed  to  the  Senate  remarks 
which  will  be  published  in  the  Appendix. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  1  wish  to  ask  the  Senator 
from  Maiaachusetts  a  question  in  ralaAion  to  one 


portion  of  the  speech  which  he  hat  just  ddirend 
to  the  Senate.  I  understood  that  Senator  to  Btati 
that,  at  the  time  the  Clayton-Bolwer  treaty  vat 
negotiated ,  Great  Britain  was  in  the  posaewonof 
the  Bay  Islands,  as  a  dependency  of  the  Belize.  1 
have  been  endeavoriue  to  get  all  the  informatioB 
on  this  subject  that  1  could  gather,  but  I  have 
come  across  no  authority  to  that  effect.  I  should 
be  ycry  glad  if  the  Senator  fVoro  Masaaehusetti 
would  faTor  us  with  the  source  of  his  infonnatioD 
on  this  point.  I  know  that  Mr.  Everett  said.so 
in  his  speech,  but  I  have  never  seen  the  aaUioHty 
for  the  statement. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  quoted,  Mr.  President,  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  Everett  upon  this  subject.  I 
know  not  upon  what  authority  the  statementvii 
made.  If  I  remember  correctly,  however,  the 
Island  of  Roatan  was  taken  possession  of  b^ 
Great  Britain  in  1742;  but,  under  the  treaty  of 
1786,  it  was  ^ven  up  to  Spain,  as  a  part  of  the 
Spanish  continent.  On  the  independence  of  the 
Central  American   States  being  established,  it 

gassed  into  the  hands  of  those  States,  and  the 
ag  of  Honduras  viras  raised  there  in  1829.  That 
flag  waved  over  the  island,  I  think,  until  aboat 
the  year  1640,  when  it  was  taken  down  by  Brit* 
ish  authority.  The  claim  of  England  was  lur* 
rendered  for  the  time  being,  but  afterwards  the 
a^nt  of  Great  Britain  at  the  Belize  took  posses* 
sion  of  the  island;  and  from  1841  un  to  tne  tiiM 
when  this  treaty  was  framed,  the  innabitants  of 
the  island  were  governed  directly  from  the  Belize 
settlement.  After  the  treaty  was  made  in  165(1, 
the  people  wished  for  an  organized  colonial  gor- 
emment,  and  a  British  agentfrom  the  Belize  west 
there.  They  agreed  to  raise  a  sum  of  money  to 
support  the  government.  The  Britieh  GoTcm- 
ment,  in  1852,  organized  the  colony  of  the  Bay 
Islands;  and  the  claim  on  which  they  base  their 
position  is,  that  those  islands  were  a  part  of  their 
Belize  settlement.  I  do  not  believe  that  claim  of 
England  just  in  any  way.  I  believe  it  to  bet 
mere  assumption.  I  think  that  her  action  is  an 
outrage  on  the  State  of  Honduras.  Such,  how- 
ever, was  her  claim;  and  I  think  it  will  turnout, 
on  investigation,  (and  perhaps  it  will  some  tine 
come  to  li^ht,)  that  when  the  treaty  was  framed 
it  was  distinctly  understood  that  Koatan  did  not 
come  within  its  provisions,  and  that  it  was  ex- 
cepted with  the  Belize. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  Mr.  President,  I  do  not 
intend  to  address  the  Senate  upon  thia  subject;! 
am  in  pursuit  of  information  upon  what ideflB 
the  vital  cjuestion  in  this  whole  n^otialion  with 
Great  Britain,  and  that  is,  the  Bay  Island  colony. 
I  understood  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  to 
state  that  the  Bay  Island  colony,  at  the  time  of 
the  negotiation  of  the  Clayton  and  Balwertrcatj, 
was  an  appendage  of  the  Belize  settlement. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.    Claimed  as  such. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  Was  claimed,  if  youpleaie, 
by  Great  Britain,  as  an  appenda^  of  the  Bwoe 
settlement.  I  can  find  no  authority  to  that  effect 
anywhere.  I  can  find  nowhere  any  pretenawn, 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  that  Roatan  and  m 
islands  adjacent  to  it,  were  the  "  dependencicf 
referred  to  in  the  notes  of  the  negotiators,  ai  a 
part  of  the  Belize  settlement,  until  the  last  w- 
respondence  between  Lord  Clarendon  andBir. 
Buchanan.  Then  I  perceived,  for  the  first  ume, 
that  that  pretension  was  set  up  by  Great  Bntom* 
I  wished,  in  search  of  the  truth  on  this  tutm* 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate,  and  of  tite 
Senator  from  Massachusetts,  to  thatdistinctpoiot, 
whether,  prior  to  the  negotiation  of  the  Cl^'J" 
and  Bulwer  treaty,  the  Island  of  Roatan,  andtM 
adjacent  islands,  had  been  claimed  by  Gtm 
Bntain  as  any  portion  of  her  BeUie  settlemtf^ 
upon  any  occasion,  in  any  communication  totw 
country,  or  in  any  public  document  whaterff. 

Mr.  MASON.  Idr.Pre8ideat,whenthi8deb^ 
was  first  entered  upon  by  the  honorable  Senawr 
from  Delaware,  and  followed  afterwanw  by  wj 
honorable  Senator  from  Michigan,  I  ^oJJ^ 
to  suffffest  an  opinion  that,  perhaps,  it  ^ouww 
found  better  that  the  debate  should  not  P"^ 
before  the  Senate  in  the  present  posture  of  «J» 
question,  as  shown  in  the  annual  raes«g«  o'  . 
President  of  the  United  States.  The  mess^  J" 
the  President,  as  I  understand  it,  infonnea  w 
Senate  that,  although  the  questions  arisii^^  ooj* 
the  Clayton-Bulwer  treaty  between  the  i»o^ 
menu  of  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  m 
rather  a  •eriotw  aapect,  thoae  questions  were  w* 


896 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


Februarji'  I^, 


Pbrhaps  they  are  remembered,  not  so  much  for 
any  intrinsic  importance  as  for  the  heroic  action 
associated  with  them.  We  all  know  the  history 
of  the  contests  for  the  Bosporus  and  the  Straits 
of  Gibraltar.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  but  that 
the  Isthmus  of  Darien,  connecting  North  and 
South  America,  is  likely  to  be  converted  into  a 
strait  by  ruih-oads  and  canals,  isthmus  as  it  is, 
and  may  possibly  become  the  locus  in  quo  where 
nations  snail  contend  for  the  greatest  influence 
that  has  ever  been  exerted  on  earth.  1  would 
hope  that,  in  thdspirit  which  suggested  the  treaty 
under  consideration,  nations  themselves  should 
agree  to  make  this  a  great  highway  for  the  com- 
merce and  civilization  of  the  earth,  rather  than 
that  it  should  be  made,  by  negotiators  with  snares 
upon  their  hands,  to  involve  two  great  nations 
in  war.  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  hesitate  to 
declare  that  I  should  regard  it  as  a  great  calamity 
to  see  this  country,  whose  mission  is  peace  ana 
whose  office  is  to  advance  the  great  cause  of  civ- 
ilization, engage  in  war  with  any  country  for  the 
acquisition  of  territory. 

in  my  opinion,  the  acquisition  of  territory  has 
been  the  source  of  our  weakness  and  of  danger 
to  the  stability  of  our  republican  institutions. 

Mr  HALE.     It  is  a  fact. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  believe  it.  Gentlemen,  with 
all  their  enlarged  philanthropy  and  patriotism, 
may  talk  of  bringing  into  the  embrace  of  the 
Republic  free-soil  territory,  Canada,  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  and  Mexico,  into  the  bargain;  but, 
sir,  you  will  find  that  God  alone  can  govern  tliis 
earth.  It  is  not  permitted  for  man  to  extend  his 
jurisdiction  beyond  a  very  limited  sphere,  and  I 
oelieve  that  no  civilization  will  approach  so  hish 
as  that  which  is  exerted  with  intensity  and  wim- 
in  a  jurisdiction  controllable  by  human  wisdom. 

For  the  reasons  which  I  have  stated,  I  sincerely 
Ijope  that  this  matter  will  be  referred  to  tho  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations.  I  wish  the  Senator 
from  Michigan  [Mr.  Cass]  were  here.  I  did 
intend  to  taKe  advantage  of  a  fitting  occasion  to 
make  some  remarks  on  the  Monroe  doctrine,  par- 
ticularly as  he  shot  some  of  his  arrows  at  me, 
though  he  did  not  call  my  name. 

Mutiuo  nomine,  dc  te 

Fabula  narratur. 

I  knew  what  he  aimed  at,  but,  as'he  is  not  here, 
I  shall  make  no  remarks  upon  the  question. 

Mr.  FOOT.  I  move  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  this  subject  until  Monday  next* 
I  think  that  is  due  to  the  absent  Senator  from 
Delaware,  inasmuch  as  that  absence  is  the  conse- 
que  nee  of  indisposition. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  concur  with  the  Senator  from 
Vermont.  I  am  very  reluctant  to  differ  from  my 
honorable  friend  from  South  Carolina,  with  whom 
I  most  generally  concur,  and  when  I  do  agree 
with  him  find  myself  always  in  the  right;  but  X 
think,  consideringthe  peculiar  relations  in  which 
the  Senator  from  Delaware  stands  to  the  subject, 
and  the  interest  which  he  has  taken  in  it,  even 
more  than  courtesy  requires  that  it  should  be 
postponed  for  his  convenience.  I  hope,  therefore, 
that  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Vermont  will 
be  agreed  to. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  February  12, 1856. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.  Prayer 
by  Rev.  Joshua  Morsell. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  SENATE. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  by 
AsBORT  Die  KINS,  their  Secretary,  announcing 
that  the  Senate  had  passed  an  act  entitled,  **  An 
act  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  a  register  to  the 
bark  Monmouth,"  in  which  he  was  directed  to 
aak  the  concurrence  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  business  first  in  order 
is  the  resolution  I'elating  to  the  election  of  a  pub* 
lie  printer. 

Mr,  CLINGMAN.  I  demand  the  regular  order 
of  business. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  OLIVER,  of  Missouri.  I  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina  to  withhold  his  demand 
for  a  moment,  to  allow  me  to  make  a  personal  ex- 
planation. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.    Certainly. 


Mr.  OLIVER.  Mr.  Speaker,  in  looking  over 
the  Congressional  Globe  of  this  session,  1  dis- 
cover that,  on  the  first  ballot  for  Speaker,  I  am 
recorded  as  having  voted  for  Mr.  Wheeler,  of 
New  York.  This  was  an  error  which,  of  course, 
resulted  from  a  mere  inadvertence  on  the  part 
of  the  Clerk.  ^  Instead  of  having  voted  for  Mr. 
Wheeler  on  any  ballot,  I  voted  for  Mr.  Rich- 
ardson on  the  first  ballot,  and  then  steadily  on 
for  that  honorable  gentleman  to  the  last  ballot  re- 
corded for  him.  This  error,  though  not  of  great 
importance  intrinsically,  still  I  deem  of  sufficient 
interest  to  justify  this  explanation.  It  mi^ht  bo 
rendered  important  at  some  future  period,  if  un- 
explained by  me  at  this  time. 

The  SPEAKER  (at  a  subsequent  time)  said: 
I  am  informed  that  the  Journal  of  the  House,  of 
the  day  referred  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
souri, shows  that  Mr.  Oliver,  of  New  York, 
voted  for  Mr.  Wheeler  for  Speaker,  and  not  Mr. 
Oliver,  of  Missouri.  The  Journal  is,  therefore, 
correct. 

WITHDRAWAL  OP  PAPERS. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  FLORENCE,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  leav«  be  gmnted  to  wittMlrAw  from  the  flies 
of  the  House,  papers  in  retereoce  to  the  pamage  of  a  law 
for  tlie  protection  of  dramatic  authors,  for  tiie  purpose  of 
reference  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Tennessee.  I  ask  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  House  to  withdraw 
certain  papers  to  which  I  referred  yesterday.  I 
move  tnat  the  parties  in  the  case  of  Thomas 
Crown  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  papers 
from  the  files  of  the  House.  I  also  make  the 
same  motion  in  the  case  of  Joseph  Radcliff.  I 
make  the  motion  in  this  form,  in  order  to  obviate 
the  objections  made  by  my  collea^e  [Mr. 
Jones]  and  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Haven.]  Both  of  those  cases  are  already  before 
the  Court  of  Claims.  I  am  informed  that  the 
court  has  entertained  them,  and  no  question  of 
jurisdiction  is  involved.  The  object  of  the  mo- 
tion is  simply  that  the  court  may  have  possession 
of  the  papers  in  order  to  proceed  regularly  to 
dispose  of  the  cases. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  will  say  to  my 
colleague,  that,  in  order  to  permit  claimants  to 
withdraw  papers,  the  withdrawal  should  be  for 
some  particular  purpose.  For  his  information  I 
will  Slate  that  there  were,  some  years  ago,  cases 
where  persons  withdrew  papers ,  and  took  from 
them  such  as  prevented  the  passage  of  their 
claims,  and  then  returned  the  balance,  or  supplied 
the  places  of  those  taken  away  by  other  ana  dif- 
ferent papers.  ^^ 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  My  object  is  to  present  them 
to  the  Court  of  Claims. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  The  objection  which  I  made 
yesterday  does  not  apply  to  the  case  the  gentle- 
man has  presented  this  morning. 

No  objection  being  made,  leave  was  granted  to 
withdraw  the  papers  referred  to  by  Mr.  vVright. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  now  insist  upon  the 
regular  order  of  business. 

COMMODORE  CHARLES  STEWART. 

Mr.  PENNINGTON.  I  ask  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  to  withdraw  his  c^mand,io 
order  that  I  may  present  to  the  House  joint  res- 
olutions of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New 
Jersey,  in  reference  to  Commodore  Charles 
Stewart. 

Mr.  CLINGM  AN.    I  will  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  PENNINGTON.  I  send  to  the  Clerk's 
desk  the  resolutions  which  I  referred  to,  and  ask 
that  they  be  read. 

The  resolutions  were  then  read,  as  follows: 

Joint  Besolatioiifl  in  relatioii  to  Commodore  Charles  Stewart, 
of  the  United  States  Navy. 

Whereas  Commodore  Charles  Stewart,  an  eminent  citizen 
of  this  State,  by  the  action  of  a  board  created  under  the  act 
of  Congrem,  passed  F«bniarf  98, 1855,  enticed  «  An  act  to 
promote  the  efficiency  of  the  Navy,"  haa  been  depoaed  fvem 
lijs  well-earned  pogition  of  senior  post-captain  odhe  United 
States  Navy,  and  placed  upon  the  retired  list  authorized  by 
said  act ;  and  whereas  the  said  action  of  said  board  has 
been  approved  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  but 
Commodore  Stewart  has  appealed  from  the  saflie  to  the 
representatives  of  the  American  people  in  Congress  as- 
sembled ;  and  whereas,  in  the  judgment  of  this  Legislature, 
the  said  action  of  said  board  is  grosslv  unjust  to  Commodore 
Stewart,  and  against  the  wlsbM  and  sense  of  justice  of  a 
large  mi^ori^  of  bis  fellow-citizens  of  this  State :  Therefore. 

I,  Be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  and  General  Jlssemkly  of 
the  State  of  New  Jersey y  That  our  Scnaton  and  Represent- 
atives in  Congrem  be  requested  to  obtain  from  Congress 
such  l^istatton  or  action  as  may  be  necessaiy  and  proper 
to  reverse  the  said  action  of  the  said  board  and  the  approval 
thereof  by  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes,  and  to  restore 


the  suid  Commodore  Charles  Btewait  to  his  late  poiitiaAor 
senior  post-captain  of  the  Navy. 

3.  t^nd  be  U  reaotvedf  That  the  Governor  be  wqpcmj  » 
transmit  a  copy  of  this  reaolution  to  the  Pre^deat  of  ihi 
United  States,  to  Commodore  Charles  Stewan,Biul  lo  t»A 
of  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congreu. 

Mr.  PENNINGTON.    I  move  that  tkey  be 
laid  on  the  table,  and  printed^ 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BRANCH.  My  colleague,  Mr.  Craici, 
is  present,  and  I  ask  that  he  may  be  swora  in, 

Mr.  Craige  came  forward,  and  the  Speaker 
administered  to  him  the  usual  oath  of  office. 
VOTE  FOR  PUBLIC  PRINTER. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  vote  viva  tm  the 

seventh  time  for  printer  of  the  House,  with  the 

following  result:    Whole  number  of  Totes  cajt, 

164;  necessary  to  a  choice,  83;  of  which— 

Cornelius  Wendell  received 61 

OranFollett 6S 

Robert  Faroham I 

Nathan  Sergeant i 

John  D.  Defrees I 

George  D.  Prentice 3 

A.D.Banks 3 

Edward  Morris 1 

Charles  SenteUe > 1 

John  T.  Towers 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  WendeU^Meam.  Aiken,  AUen,  Bell, fleiiey 
S.  Bennett,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce,  Brancb,  Btoaki,to< 
nett,  John  P.  Campbell,  Carutbers,  CUnpnan.  WUliuMa 
R.  W.  Cobb,  Craiffe,  C^wford.  Davidson,  D<w^B^ 
mundson,  EIHott,  English,  Eostfs,  Evans,  PauftBer,  Flor- 
ence, Foster,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode,  Grenmoi, 
Augustus  Hall,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Sampeoo  W.  Hunt, 
Hickman,  Houston,  Jewett,  George  W.  Jones,  KeitJ,  Kii- 
weH,  Lake,  Letcher,  Lumpkin,  Alexander  K.  MwW, 
Samuel  8.  Marsball,  McMnllin,  Smith  MHIer,  MHIm, 
Mordecai  Oliver,  Paine,  auitman.  Ready,  Bicaiid,Bmfl, 
Ruffin,  Rust,  Savage,  Seward,  Shorter,  William  doidi, 
Stephens,  Stewart,  Taylor,  Thurston,  Trippe,Vilk, Wili- 
er, Watkins,  Winslow,  Johii  V.  Wright,  and  Zolli«#r. 

J^  Mr.  FbUeU  —  Memn.  Albright,  Allison,  Btrbiw, 
Benson,  rilliagbiuvt,  Bingham,  Bliss,  Bradstaw,  Bute- 
ton,  James  H.  Campbell,  Clawson,  CoUiu,  Oonuas,  O 
vode,  Cragin,  Cumback,  Dean,  Dickson,  Dodd,  Ftajtf, 
Galloway,  Giddings,  Granger,  Grow,  Robert  B.  ml!,  Ho- 
laa,  Holiowav,  Tbomaa  R.  Horton,  Howard,  Kel^r, 
Knapp,  Knowlton,  Lcitar,  Matteson,  McCarty,  Metckin, 
Morgan,  Morrill,  Mott,  Murray,  Norton,  Parker,  Fcoy, 
Pike, Pringle, Ritchie.  RobbinSjRobensjSabin, ^;^ 
Sherman,  Simmons,  Stanton,  Tappan,  Thorinitoo,  Wik, 
Wakeman,  Walbridse,  Waldron,  Ellihu  B.  WaiUtfie, 
Israel  Washburn,  Watson,  Welch,  and  WoodwocA. 

For  Mr.  FomXam  —  Messrs.  Carlile,  CuUeo.  Dmi«"j 
HoflTman,  Millward,  Purycar,  Williim  R.  Smilb,  Swope, 
and  Tyson.  „__ 

JFV»r  Mr.  Sergfioat^Memn.  Broom,  Ezra  €lirk,kiBB 
Miller,  Robison,  Todd,  and  Woodruff.  . 

For  Mr.  i>r/rcc»— Messrs.  Brenton,  Lewis  D.  CaopKH* 
Dunn,  Harrison,  Humphrey  Mar^all,  and  Scott 

For  Mr.  PreiUira— Messrs.  Cox,  Etheridge,  and  Uidfr 
^ood.  .  ^  ^ 

Ibr  Mr.  BonJb— Mesarv.  Mcaueen,  Powell,  aod  Dww 
B.  Wright. 

For  Mr.  Mbrvis— Mr.  Bishop. 

For  Mr.  SeiOeUe^Mt.  Andrew  Oltver. 

jPor  Mr.  7V>ttwrt — Mr.  Haven. 

Pendinr  the  call  of  the  roll,  ^  . 

Mr.  KNOX  stated  that  he  had  paired  off  w 
an  hour  with  Mr.  Harris,  of  Illinois. 

Mr.  CUMBACK  stated  that  Mr.  PBtrtr  W 
paired  off  with  Mr.  Peck. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  vote  nra  f«< 
the  eighth  time  for  printer,  with  the  folloTW^ 
result:  Whole  nnmber  of  votes  cast,  l63;nf<-«' 
sary  to  a  choice,  82;  of  which — 
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Cornelius  Wendell  received 

OmnFolleu 

Robert  Famliam ^ 

John  D.  Defrees *..• e 

Nathan  Sergeant 5 

A.  D.  Banks 3 

Edward  Morris 3 

G«oige  D.  Prentice 1 

Charles  SenteUe • 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 
For  Mr.  H^eii&ll-^Mtessni.  Aiken,  Allen,  Baitaaj'gl 
Uendley  8.  fiennect.  Bocock,  Bowie,  Branch,  ^g^T; 


oson,  £Uiott,  £ngusn,  Eustis,  tvaiw,  r.u«--^'^ 
ence,  Foster,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode,  Gj^JT 
Augustus  HaU,  J.  Morrison  Boris,  Sampsott  p^J^ 
Hickinan,  Houston,  Jewett,  George  W.  •'o'"*l*'^haJ, 
well,  Lake,  Letcher,  Lumpkin,  Alexander  a-  Zt^ 
Samuel  S.  Marshall,  McMiUlin,  Smiih  Mdlcr»  "?Sb, 
Oliver,  Paine,  auitman.  Ready,  Ricaad,  ^^^JJftf- 
Savage,  Shorter,  WUUam  Smith,  Stephens,  8W«JJ^^ 
lor,  Taunton.  Trlppc,  Valk,  Walker,  Watkim,  W»»»^' 
John  V.  Wright,  and  Zollicoffer.  _  •.  j.-mt  Brt- 
For  Mr.  FoUett-UeBsn.  AlbrHjhl,  AIfi8on,BjW^ 
son,  Bingham,  Bliss,  Bra4eliaw,  Buffinton,  B«vsp^ 

back,  Dean,  Dick7lMck8oa,Dodd;  Flagler,  Oaiioira/, 


THE  CONORESKONAL  GLOBE. 
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allowed  fishing  boaoty,  be  witlidrawn  flron  tbe  fllei  of  the 
Senate,  ood  referred  to  the  Comuittee  on  Commerce. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MALLORY,  it  was 
Ordered^  Thmt  the  document*  relating  to  the  claim  of  the 
repre<4entativeB  of  Nathaniel  Pryor,  for  indemnity  for  dep- 
redations comiqitted  by  tlie  Winnebago  Indians,  be  with- 
drawn iVom  the  Ales  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Aflkin. 

On  mouon  by  Mr.  TOOMBS,  it  was 
Orderedy  That  tbe  petition  and  papers  of  the  executors 
pf  John  Schly,  praying  for  the  extension  of  a  patent  granted 
to  him',  be  tsikeu  from  the  files,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

PRINTING  OF   DOCUMENTS. 

Mr.  WELLER.  Yesterday,  on  my  motion, 
tbe  usual  extra  number  of  copies  of  the  Patent 
Office  Report  was  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate.  I  now  moYe  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  that  order  was  made.  My  object 
in  making  tke  motion  to  reconsider  is,  to  refer  the 
subject  to  the  Committee  on  Printing,  in  order 
that  we  may  have  the  benefit  of  their  advice 
before  we  proceed  to  order  an  extra  number  of 
copies  of  tnis  work. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  agreed  to;  and 
the  question  of  printing  extra  numbers  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  BROWN.  Some  time  ago  we  received  a 
message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
communicating  the  proceedings  of  the  court-mar- 
tial which  tried  Colonel  Montgomery.  At«the  time 
the  message  was  presented  I  made  a  motion  for 
its  printing.  I  hope  that  motion  will  now  be 
considered  and  agreed  to. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  subsequently  said:  On  the 
motion  of  the  Senator  from  Mississippi,  an  order 
was  made  this  morning  for  printing  the  papers 
in  the  case  of  Colonel  Montgomery.  I  move  to 
reconsider  that  vote;  but  I  do  not  desire  to  have 
action  on  it  now.  After  investigation,  I  will  with- 
draw the  motion,  if  I  think  the  printing  ought  to 
be  ordered  at  once,  but  otherwise  I  shall  msist 
upon  it. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  motion  to  reconsider 
will  be  entered. 

REMITTANCES  TO  FOREIGN  COUNTRIES. 

Mr.  SUMNER  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to: 

Retoleedy  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Poet  RoadH  be  directed  to  consider  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding for  the  convenience  and  security  of  remittances 
abroad  in  small  sums,  by  authorizing  orders  or  dralts  from 
our  Putft  Office  on  foreign  post  offices  with  which  it  is  in 
eorrespondence,  constituting  a  system  of  international  post 
ofllce  orders. 

ABOLITION  OF  HOSPITAL  MONET. 
Mr.  SUMNER  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to: 

Ruohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  directed 
to  consider  the  expediency  of  abolishing,  by  law,  the  exac- 
tion of  twenty  cents  from  tbe  monthly  wages  of  seamen  in 
the  merchant  service  of  the  United  States^  and  of  boatmen 
on  the  western  waters,  constituting  what  is  called  hospital 
money,  so  that,  when  sick  or  disabled,  they  may  enjoy  their 
present  privaegee  at  the  marine  hospitals  without  the 
present  tax. 

STATUTES  AT  LARGE. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  I  offer  a  resolution  which 
I  ask  the  Senate  to  take  into  immediate  consider- 
ation. It  is  in  relation  to  the  additional  volume 
of  the  laws  which  has  been  published,  and  which 
we  all  need  for  the  performance  of  our  duties. 

Rmolved,  That  each  member  of  the  Senate  be  furnished 
with  a  copy  of  the  tenth  volume  of  Little  k  Brown's  edition 
of  the  Statutes  at  Large ;  and  that  the  preceding  volumes 
be  furnished  to  those  members  who  have  not  already  re- 
ceived them. 

The  resolution  was  considered,  by  unanimous 

consent,  and  agreed  to. 

president's  MESSAGE. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BROWN,  it  was 

Or(iereif,That  so  much  of  the  President's  annual  message 
as  relates  to  the  District  of  Columbia  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

A  message  in  writing;,  of  an  executive  charac- 
ter, was  received  from  me  President  of  the  United 
States,  by  Mr.  Webster,  his  Private  Secretary. 

REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES. 
Mr.  WELLER,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  R.  A..  Wainwright,  praying  to  be  relieved  from 
ihe  payment  of  certain  public  moneys  stolen  from 
^im  in  the  city  of  Boston,  submitted  an  adverse 
rsport  thereon;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 


use 
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He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Denison  E.  Seymour, 
praying  for  remuneration  for  losses  sustained  by 
nim  in  conseauence  of  enUstin^  in  the  engineer 
corps  through  misrepresentation,  submitted  an 
adverse  report  thereon;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  tlie  petition  of  Benjamin  H.  Movers, 
praying  for  a  pension,  asked  to  be  discharged 
from  its  further  consideration,  and  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Pensions;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  bill  to  authorise  and  direct  the 
settlement  of  the  account  of  the  Bank  of  the  State 
of  Missouri,  for  money  advanced  for  the  subsist- 
ence and  transportation  of  volunteers,  reported  it 
back  without  amendment. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  joint  resolution  authorizing  and 
directing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  furnish  in  cer- 
tain cases  verified  copies  of  original  papers  filed 
before  the  board  for  the  examination  of  claims 
contracted  in  California  under  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Fremont,  reported  it  back  without  amendment, 
and  recommended  its  passage. 

NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 

Mr.  DODGE  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  separate  bills  for  appro- 
priations for  harbors  already  commenced  on  the 
western  shores  of  Lake  Michigan,  State  of  Wis- 
con^n,towit:  Manatowoc,  Sneboygan,  Racine, 
Milwaukie,  and  Kenosha. 

Mr.  BROWN  eave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  establish  a  library 
for  young  men  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  WELLER,  by  unanimous  consent,  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  harbor  of  San  Diego,  California; 
which  was  read  afirst  and  second  time,  and  placed 
on  the  Calendar. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK,  in  pursuance  of  pre- 
vious notice,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  to  provide  for  the  examination  and 
payment  of  certain  claims  of  citizens  of  Gkor^ia 
and  Alabama,  on  account  of  losses  sustained  oy 
the  depredations  of  the  Creek  Indians;  which  was 
read  twice  by  its  title, «nd  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL,  in  pursuance  of  previous 
notice,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  for  the  construction  of  a  suitable  building  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  circuit  and  district 
courts  of  the  United  States,  and  the  several  ofiices 
connected  therewith ,  and  the  post  office,  at  Spring- 
field, Illinois;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  YULEE,in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
establish  a  port  of  entry  at  Fernandina,  in  the 
State  of  Florida;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

REGENTS  OF   SMITHSONIAN  INSTITUTION. 

Mr.  MASON,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  joint  res- 
olution (S.  No.  3)  for  the  appointment  of  Regents 
to  fill  the  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution;  which  was  read  the  first 
time,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  MASON.  Mr.  President,  the  Board  of 
Regents  have  been  unable  to  obtain  a  quorum,  in 
consequence  of  the  delay  in  organizing  the  House, 
and,  in  order  to  fill  the  existing  vacancies,  it  is 
desirable  that  the  resolution  should  be  acted  on 
at  once.  It  is  one  to  which  I  presume  there  is  no 
objection;  I  therefore  ask  for  its  consideration 
now. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  joint  resolution 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  It  provides  that  the 
vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution,  of  the  class  other  than  mem- 
bers of  Congress,  occasioned  Inr  the  resignation 
of  Rufus  Choate  and  the  death  ofJohn  McPherson 
Berrien,  be  filled  by  the  appointment  of  George 
E.  Badger,  of  North  Carolina,  and  Cornelius  U. 
Felton,  of  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  MASON.  Mr.  Badger  is  known  to  every 
Senator  present;  and  of  Mr.  Felton  I  would  only 
say,  that  he  is  professor  of  Gh^ek  at  the  Harvard 
University;  that  he  is  a  gentleman  of  eminent 


literary  as  well  as  other  attainments,  and  pos. 
sesses,  perhaps,  a  better  knowledge  of  literary 
institutions,  at  home  and  abrooa,  than  most 
others. 

The  joint  resolution  was  reported  to  the  Senate 
without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading.  It  was  read  the  thini  time, 
and  passed. 

PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  NAVAL  BOARD. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  laid  a  resolution  on  the  table 
yesterday,  which  was  objected  to  on  account  of 
the  absence  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Naval  AflTairs.  He  is  in  his  place  now.  I  v^ 
it  to  be  taken  up  and  passed,  as  it  ii  sim^yi 
resolution  of  inquiry. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resold- 
iion,  which  is  as  follows: 

Aetolved,  That  the  CommittM  on  the  Jodiduy  be  to- 
Btructed  to  inquire  and  report  whether  the  proriiigQiorai 
"  Act  to  promote  the  efficiency  of  the  Navy,"appnredSBih 
February  1855,  are  in  accordance  with  tbe  proviaoBi  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  Statet ;  and  wbether  tbe 
proceedinsa  under  said  act,  by  which  large  nooikcn  of 
officers  of  the  Navy  have  been  inroluntanly  placed  OBtfai 
reserved  list  and  on  fkirlongh,  and  others  di$aniMdrioBlki 
service,  are  agreeable  to,  waa  warranted  1^,  the  pronMH 
of  said  CoDstitutipn. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  move  to  amend  br 
striking  out  the  last  words,  **  Sjpeeable  to,  ana 
warranted  by,  the  provisi6ns  of  said  CoiutiUh 
tion,"  and  inserting  «*  agreeably  to  said  act" 
The  first  part  of  the  resolution  direbts  Uie  com- 
mittee to  inquire  whether  the  act  itself  is  coosti- 
tutional.  I  wish,  as  a  question  of  law,  that  the 
committee  will  at  least  eive  us  their  opinioD 
whether  the  execution  of  the  law  has  been  accord- 
ing to  the  provisions  of  the  law  itself— whether 
they  have  been  legal. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  will  adopt  that  amendment  ii 
an  addition,  so  that  the  resolution  shall  read, 
•*  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  Constimtioa 
ana  the  law." 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  I  have  no  objection  to 
that. 

The  PRESIDENT.  That  amendment  will  be 
made  by  unanimous  consent.  Tbe  qaesiion  is, 
on  agreeing  to  the  resolution  as  amended. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  do  not  wish  to  enter  into 
any  debate  upon  this  resolution.  I  shall  rote 
against  its  aaoption.  The  memorials  on  thii 
subject,  or  many  of  them,  state  that  the  act  ii 
unconstitutional,  and  tbe  proceeding  under  it  bar- 
barous and  unconstitutional.  Those  memorial 
have  been  referred  to  one  of  your  standing  com- 
mittees, who  liave  the  subject  under  considen- 
tion.  The  proceedings  before  tbe  board  can  only 
be  known  when  that  report  comes  in.  Thai 
committee  is  now  engaged  in  examining  aod 
developing  those  proceedings,  with  a  view  ot 
informing  the  Senate  upon  them .  This  resolouon 
contemplates  the  assignment  of  another  standing 
committee  to  do  precisely  the  same  work;  and 
that  committee's  nrst  operation  will  be  to  knot 
what  these  proceedings  are  which  the  ComrmU«« 
on  Naval  Affairs  is  now  engaged  in  sfcertaimng. 
I  have  no  doubt  the  Committee  on  the  Judioary 
would  g^ve  this  resolution  and  this  law  a  fair  ex- 
amination; but  1  am  aware  of  the  fact  thaifoj 
of  the  members  of  that  committee,  composed  of 
six  Senators,  have  already  expressed  their  opinioa 
on  the  subject  on  the  floor  of  the  SeDatc-noioa 
the  constitutionality  of  the  law,  but  on  the  reww 
and  proceeding  under  it.  I  have  only  ^^J^ 
those  proceedings  are  not  yet  known.  If  ^ 
constitutionality  is  to  be  inquired  into,  1  suboui 
to  the  Senate  that  we  had  better  wait  for  inforo^ 
tion  as  to  what  those  proceedings  were.  Th» 
is  what  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  is  nj* 
ascertaining.  I  am  not  disposed  to  protracts- 
bate,  or  make  any  opposition  to  the  resolutwi 
farther  than  my  own  vote.  .    .   . 

Mr.  BUTLER.    Mr.  President,  1  am  indiMj 

to  think  that  the  Senator  from  New  HampaWw 

would  attain  his  object  more  effectually  by » 

serving  his  resolution,  and  letting  it  he  on  iw 

table  until  we  bave  the  report  of  the  Comniittw 
on  Naval  Affairs ,  and  then  moving  it  as  an  afflCM- 

ment;  or  if  he  chooses  to  refer  it  to  aMU»^ 
committee  by  way  of  appeal,  be  it  so.  o«»  * 
would  be  an  extremely  embarrassing  n^JJ^^^ 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  ^*».  .^J^^f 
reference,  a  jurisdiction  over  a  subject  which  ^ 
know  another  committee  has  under  its  control- 
would  not  like  to  do  it;  and  I  give  notice  thatj 
think  it  very  probabls  that  we  should  not  repo^ 
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Hert ,  at  all  «Tent8,  ia  nearly  one  fifth  of  the  action 
of  the  board  entirely  free  from  the  slightest  sus- 
picion of  interest  or  bias  in  the  minds  of  the 
oncers.  But  again,  I  find  that  the  action  of  the 
board  comprehended,  also,  eighty-three  lieuten- 
anu.  fou  will  observe,  sir,  that,  although  there 
were  five  lieutenants  on  the  board,  the  action  of 
those  five  lieutenants  was  controlled  by  ten  supe- 
rior officers.  They  composed  but  one  third  of 
the  board;  and  no  officer  could  be  affected  by  the 
vote  of  his  fellow  officer,  of  the  same  grade,  with- 
out thecoticurrenceof  superior  officers,  who  could, 
by  no  possibility,  be  affected  by  ^e  decision  to  be 
rendeml.  You  will  obeenre,  farther,  that  the 
board,  acthig  on  the  cases  of  heatenants,  could, 
by  no  possibility,  know  how  many  commanders 
or  how  many  captains  would  be  operated  upon 
by  the  board  that  was  to  follow  them;  nor  what 
would  be  the  effect  on  the  members  voting  on  the 
eases  of  those  specicd  lieutenants,  of  the  action 
afterwards  to  be  had  by  the  remainder  of  the 
board  in  its  deliberations  upon  the  commanders 
and  captadns.  So  with  the  -grade  of  commander, 
and  so  with  the  grade  of  captain. 

Therefore,  I  say  that,  although,  to  a  certain 
extent,  it  may  be  true  that  a  bias  existed  in  par- 
ticular instances  in  the  minds  of  particular  offi- 
cers, yet,  as  a  general  proposition,  this  element 
in  the  decision  of  the  board  has  been  ^atly 
exaggerated;  that  it  did  not  exist  in  the  inferior 
rrades;  that  it  did  not  exist  at  all  as  regards  one 
iflh  of  the  action  of  the  board;  and,  as  regards 
nearly  one  half  the  action  of  the  board-^that  in 
relation  to  lieutenants — it  only  existed  to  a  rery 
Innited  extent  by  reason  of  these  two  considera- 
tions: first,  that  the  action  of  the  lieutenants  was 
controlled  by  their  superior  officers — double  in 
number^to  the  lieutenants  on  the  board;  and, 
next,  that  they  could  not  yet  tell  what  effect  their 
own  action  would  haTc  on  themselves,  because 
the  board  had  not  acted  on  those  superior  grades 
in  relation  to  which  their  own  advancement  or 
promotion  must  necessarily  depend. 

So  much  for  the  question  of  interest.  Then 
again  we  are  told,  **  Look  at  this  report,  take  the 
upper  and  the  lower  half  of  the  Navy,  and  fbur 
fiuns  of  the  action  of  the  board  has  been  confined 
to  the  upper  half,  and  onl]^  one  fifth  to  the  lower 
half;"  and  we  are  asked  if  it  is  possible  that  a 
tesult  like  this  could  be  attained,  ii*  anything  like 
IhimeSB  or  impartiality  presided  over  the  deliber- 
ations of  this  advisory  board  ?  Why,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, gentlemen  who  put  this  question  surely  do 
not  reflect  on  what  they  ask.  Were  we  called 
upon  to  act  in  relation  to  the  pniliing  of  the  Navy, 
to  pruning  decayed  branches  from  the  tree,  and 
did  we  so  act  with  the  expectation  that  young  and 
vigorotts  roots  would  be  cut  off,  and  old  and  de- 
cayed limbs  left  on  the  tree  ?  Did  we  not  act  on 
the  very  hypothesis  that  the  state  of  facts  repre- 
fented  to  us,  for  years  and  years,  prior  to  the 
passage  of  this  act,  still  contimied  to  exist,  and 
that  the  accumulations  of  half  a  century  had  left 
In  the  Navy,  in  its  higher  grades,  officers  who, 
however  meritorious,  and  howeveV  deserving  of 
tiie  respect  and  gratitude  of  their  country  for 
prior  services,  haa  become  incompetent  to  perform 
the  duties  which  theirprofession  required  of  them 
at  the  present  day?  Did  any  man  expect,  when 
this  law  was  passed,  tha;t  it  would  be  the  young 
officers  who  would  be  disrated — that  the  younger 
officers  of  the  Navy  would  be  retired,  artd  placed 
#n  the  leave  of  absence  list?  Or  was  it  not  our 
iatefition,  and  was  it  not  the  direct  purport  of  the 
Iftw  declared  on  its  face,  that  a  pension  list  should 
be  provided  for  decayed  and  inefficient  officers? 

1  desire,  Mr.  President,  now  to  approach  really 
what  is  the  question  at  issue  before  us;  I  wish  to 
aay  something  about  the  remedy  that  is  to  be  af- 
forded in  the  cases  of  such  persons  as  may  satisfy 
IIS  that  injustice  or  error  has  been  committed  to 
their  prejudice.  I  would  not,  for  any  considera- 
tion short  of  the  public  service  of  my  country, 
that  injury  should  be  done  to  any  individual.  I 
desire  no  narsh  and  extreme  measures  in  the  pres- 
ent case.  In  all  the  observations  that  I  have  had 
the  honor  to  submit  to  the  Senate  on  this  law,  I 
have  had  in  view  one  sole  object — the  good  of  the 
public  service,  and  the  efficiency  of  one  arm  of  our 
national  defense.  If  that  can  be  reconciled  with 
relief  to  any  of  those  officers  who  clamor  so  loudly 
in  relation  to  the  action  of  the  board  on  their  par- 
ticular eases,  I  am  willing  to  do  not  only  what  is 
just,  but  I  am  wifling  to  go  as  flir  aaany  membef 


on  this  fioor  in  doittg  what  is  liberal  or  gener- 
ous. 

But,  sir,  gentlemen  here  propose  to  us  to  repeal 
this  law.  We  are  gravely  told  by  experienced 
Senators  on  this  floor  that  it  is  our  duty  to  hold 
back  the  entire  list  of  promoted  officers,  not  to  act 
on  their  nominations,  but  to  repeal  the  law,  and 
undo  all  that  has  been  done.  I  might  have  some 
fear  that  the  Senate,  under  the  pressure  which  has 
been  brought  to  bear  upon  it,  could  be  induced  to 
do  tliat,  if  it  had  the  power;  but  it  has  not  the 
power,  and  I  am  glad  it  has  it  not,  for  the  sake  of 
my  country. 

Now,  sir,  for  a  moment  I  propose  to  call  the 
attention  of  Senators  to  this  point.  I  wish  to 
know  in  what  way  Congress  can  act  on  this  law, 
so  as  to  accomplish  the  object  which  some  Sena- 
tors seem  to  have  in  view,  of  restoring  to  tbe 
Navy  every  officer  updn  whose  case  the  board 
acteo,  and  putting  this  branch  of  the  public  ser- 
vice in  precisely  the  same  condition  m  which  it 
existed  before,  in  holding  back  from  worthy  offi- 
cers the  promotion  to  which  the  verdict  of  their 
fellow  officers  has  declared  them  entitled,  for 
their  efficiency  and  activity,  and  in  consigning 
the  Navy  to  the  same  condition  about  which  such 
loud  complaints  have  been  made  for  years  past  ? 
and  complaints  made,  too,  by  some  of  the  very 
officers  who  now  remonstrate,  when  the  reform 
which  they  sdught  has  reached  themselves. 

I  think  no  gentleman  will  undertake  to  say  that 
officers  who  nave  actually  been  dismissed  from 
the  service  by  the  President  of  the  United  States 
can  be  restored  to  the  service  by  the  action  of 
Congress,  My  friend  from  Delaware  [Mr.  Bay- 
ard] accedes  to  that  proposition.  I  thmk  I  may 
challenge  that  ingenious  and  able  Senator,  on  a 
careful  and  critical  examination  of  this  law,  to 
draw  the  distinction  which  I  know  he  intends 
to  draw  between  the  officers  on  the  reserved  list 
and  the  officers  who  have  been  dropped  from 
the  service.  My  friend  fVom  Connecticut  [Mr. 
Tottcet]  suggested — I  did  not  understand  him 
to  say  after  any  very  thorough  examination  or 
study  of  the  subject — ^but  he  suggested  the  other 
day  that  a  repeal  of  the  law  would  have  the  effect 
of  restoring  to  active  service  officers  on  the  re- 
served list.  Now,  I  presume  no  Senator  on  this 
floor  wiM  deny  that,  whenever  a  vacancy  exists 
in  the  public  service,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  alone,  under  the  Constitution,  has  the 
right  to  fill  that  vacancy.  That  can  be  denied  by 
none.  If  that  proposition  be  once  admitted,  there 
remains  but  this  question  of  fact  to  determine: 
have  vacancies  arisen  under  this  law  in  the  public 
service,  and  have  tjiey  been  filled  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  in  virtue  of  his  execu- 
tive prerogative?  Let  the  law  answer  for  itself. 
I  Mrill  read  the  words  of  the  second  section: 

'<  And  racancies  created  in  the  active  service  list,  by 

eaclng  oAcers  on  the  reserved  li^ft,  shall  be  filled  by  regu- 
r  promotion  in  the  order  of  rank  and  aeaiority.  And 
Officore  who  may  be  promoted  to  fill  the  wetmein  created 
by  the  reserved  liA  shall,  while  unemployed,  receive  only 
the ' leave-oF-abselice,'  or  *  waiting-oraor^'  pay.'' 

Mr.  BAYARD.  Will  my  friend  aHow  me  to 
make  a  single  remark,  as  I  do  not  purpose  to 
speak  on  this  <]^e«tion  generally,  to-day,  in  refer- 
ence to  that  part  of  the  law,  ana  he  can  then  com- 
ment on  my  position? 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.    I  yield. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  accede,  Mr.  President,  fully 
to  the  remark  that  no  action  of  Congress  or  of  the 
Senate  can  restore  to  the  service  an  officer  who 
has  beert  dropped  fVom  the  rolls  of  the  Navy  by 
the  direction  of  the  President;  but  if,  in  reference 
to  a  law  of  the  nature  of  the  one  under  considera- 
tion, the  sense  of  Congress  should  be  expressed 
as  to  its  inexpediency  oy  a  repeal  of  the  law,  I 
can  hardly  presume  that  the  President  would 
refUse  to  restore  those  who  have  been  dropped,  if 
the  law  under  which  they  were  droppea  were 
absolutely  repealed,  and  the  repealing  statute  was 
approved  by  himself,  the  ooject  being  to  put 
things  in  their  former  condition,  and  then  to  pro- 
vide a  different  and  more  fitting  remedy  for  the 
improvement  of  the  NaVy.  I  concede  that  we 
have  not  ourselves  the  power  to  do  that.  As  to 
officers  who  have  been  retired,  whether  on  ftir- 
lough  pay  or  on  leave-of-absence  pay,  I  cannot 
agree  with  the  honorable  Senator  from  Louisiana. 
Under  the  practice  which  regulates  the  Navy — 
though  there  is  no  positive  law  on  the  subject — ^the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  ha  alona, 


grants  a  commission,  and  he  alone  makes  a  pnh 
motion,  subject  to  the  ratification  of  the  Senaip. 
The  present  law  was  necessary  for  the  creatioa 
of  a  retired  list  to  enable  the  President  to  put  men 
out  of  the  line  of  promotion,  and  the  usage  of 
promotion  by  seniority  is  recognized  as  a  prin- 
ciple by  this  very  law.  Now,  if  you  repeal  the 
law,  I  ask — those  officers  remaining  in  the  Nary, 
though  being  under  the  law  placed  out  of  the  line 
of  promotion — will  not  the  repeal  of  the  law  neces- 
sarily place  them  in  the  line  of  promotion  again, 
accordmg  to  their  former  position  ?  Is  not  thai 
the  necessary  effect  of  the  repeal  of  the  law? 
Where  does  the  President  derive  the  right  to 
place  an  officer  out  of  the  line  of  promotion,  ex- 
cept u  nder  this  law  ?  He  has  no  such  right  under 
his  general  powers  over  the  Navy. 

I  admit  that  the  President  has  n  right  to  0Te^ 
alaugh  an  officer,  but  he  must  do  it  subject  to  the 
consent  of  the  Senate;  and  there  has  been  more 
thtm  o»ne  instance  in  wliich  a  conflict  has  arisen 
between  the  Executive  and  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States  in  regard  to  that  subject.  The 
Senate  hetve  repeatedly  assumed  the  power,  where 
without  cause  satisfactory  to  them  the  President 
has  promoted  a  junior  officer  over  the  head  of  hh 
senior,  who  was  entitled,  by  seniority,  to  hii 
place,  of  hiying  the  nomination  on  the  table,  or 
of  refusing  to  confirm  it.  I  know  of  no  instance 
of  that  kind  in  which  the  Senate  have  not  sac- 
ceeded  and  the  Executive  has  not  yielded,  he- 
cause  it  was  the  usage  of  the  service  that  of  oers 
should  be  promoted  by  seniority;  and,  unlefls 
good  cause  was  shown  for  disregarding  the  mage, 
the  Senate  would  not  confirm  the  promotion  of  a 
junior  over  a  senior.  That  usage  has  become  a 
port  of  the  reflations  of  the  Navy;  and,  in  mv 
judgment,  it  is  as  restrictive  on  the  despotic  ana 
absolute  power  which  would  otherwise  exist  ia 
the  President  as  if  it  were  directly  by  the  Con- 
stitution conferred  as  part  of  his  right  of  nomina- 
tion and  our  right  of  confirmation. 

Now,  sir,  I  bold  that,  if  the  law  be  repeakd, 
the  officers  on  the  resei-ved  list  will  be  restored. 
They  have  not  been  dropped  from  the  serrice, 
but  they  have  been  placea  out  of  the  line  of  pro- 
motion in  consequence  of  the  law  of  the  last  »»• 
sion;  and  when  you  repeal  that  law,  they  viB 
stand  in  precisely  the  same  position  which  they 
occupied  before  tbe  law  was  passed.  If  the  Pres- 
ident had  nominated  to  the  Senate  a  junior  officer, 
overslaughing  a  senior  one,  the  Senate  would  hate 
inquired  into  the  facts;  and  if  they  were  satisfett 
that  there  were  no  grounds  for  overslaughing  him, 
they  wotiM  have  laid  the  nomination  on  the  taWe 
Or  rejected  it.  They  have  done  so  in  my  own 
experience  here;  they  did  so  long  before  I  was  a 
member  of  the  Senate.  The  Executive  has  ac- 
ceded to  this  power  of  the  Senate.  I  think  it  m 
a  wise  and  necessary  power;  and  though  not  ex- 
pressly conferred  by  the  language  of  the  ConsU- 
tution,  it  is  incident  to  the  power  of  confinnatiop, 
and,  in  my  judgment,  is  necessary  to  restnifl 
'anything  that  may  operate  by  way  of  error— no 
matter  what  the  cause — in  the  promotion  of* 
junior  over  a  senior  officer. 

Sir,  long  before  I  waa  a  memberof  the  Senate, 
there  was  a  case  in  which  I  took  a  deep  inteiwt, 
individually,  and  I  recollect  it  from  having  b«fi 
in  Washington  at  the  time.  In  that  case  ihePrej 
ident  of  the  United  States  overslaughed  one  of 
the  most  distinguished  and  gallant  ofBcers  oftw 
Navy,  subsequently  a  member  of  this  body- 
[The  honorable  Senator  was  understood  to  u- 
hide  to  Commodore  Stockton.]  When  the  nofli- 
ination  overslaughing  him  was  sent  to  (be  Senate, 
it  was  laid  on  the  table  or  rejected.  The  coni^ 
quence  was  that  the  President  receded  from  tw 
nomination,  and  left  that  oificer  in  his  prop 
grade.  Sorry  would  I  have  been  if  the  Senaw 
had  not  so  acted,  and  1  think  the  countrv  wou« 
have  regretted  it,  for  it  would  probably  n"T^jr 
prived  us  of  the  subsequent  ai8ting"**5f*J|r 
vices  of  that  officer  during  the  war  ^i^.^^^; 
There  have  been  other  instances  of  a  simunr  cuar- 
acter,  in  which  the  l^enate  have  taken  the  swna 
that,  unless  they  were  satisfied  that  tJ«PjI^ 
over  slaughed  was  properly  overslaughed.iney 
would  not  confirm  the  nomination  of  an<**"^^Pui 
son  to  the  position  to  which  he  would  be  cntiuf" 
by  his  seniority.  .         ..^ 

I  have  thus  stated  my  views  on  this  question 
I  think  the  necessary  elfect  of  repeahng  Hie  » 
would  bA  to  restore  all  ofllcers  to  the  ngn* 
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promotion  which  the  settled  uvage  of  the  service 
■ccorda  to  Bemoriiy,  with  the  excepted  casea  of 
tiiHiiiri:Bl  incampelency  on  the  part  of  the  senior 
who  is  oveTsJaughed.  In  other  worda,  it  will  re- 
store the  law  back  to  where  it  atood  beforeiaiiil 
the  Senate  of  tliG  United  Slates  will  then  hove  juat 
'l  right  to  Judge  of  the  propriety  of  over- 

though  h 


tioned  one  instance,  and  I  know  there  are  otlicra. 

Mr.  BEINJAMIN.  I  was  awoic,  Mr.  Preai- 
dent,  that  ray  friend  from  Delaware  did  not  o^ree 
with  me  upon  this  qucaiion;  but  when  I  yielded 
him  the  floor,  1  certainly  e^ipecied  that  he  would 
GOnfiuc  hiiDielf  <oa  simple  state nienl  to  the  points 
on  which  we  diflered,  more  particularly  as  the 
floor  will  be  entirely  at  hia  service,  after  I  ^t 
through  my  remarks,  to  explain  liis  conilnicuon 
of  the  law. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  do  not  mean  to  speak  to- 
day upon  it. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  I  cast  no  reproach  on  my 
friend;  I  only  say  that  I  supposed  lie  wanted  the 
floor  for  the  purpose  of  atating  Ilia  proposition, 
«iid  Dotof  ai^uingit-  I  have  tiHlcnedtn  the  con- 
struction which  ne  puts  on  this  part  of  the  law, 
but  I  think  he  haa  not  met  the  point.  My  propo- 
sition is  that,  by  the  concurrent  action  of  both 
branches  of  Congress,  sanctioned  by  the  appro- 
bation of  the  President,  "vBcancicB,'''in  the  very 
worda  of  the  Uw  itself,  have  been  created  in  a 
branch  of  the  public  service.  The  law  says  BO 
in  language  not  to  be  miaunderatood.  It  leaves 
nothing  open  for  construction;  nothing  open  for 
observation;  il  says  that,  when  the  omcera  have 
been  put  upon  the  reserved  li8i,'the  "  vacancies 
thus  created"  shall  be  filled.  It  tlien  goes  on  to 
provide  the  manner  in  which  the  officers  pro- 
moted to  fill  "  vacancies  thus  created,"  in  its  own 
language,  shall  be  disposed  of  for  the  benefit  of 
(be  public  service. 

Now,  what  does  my  IVicnd  from  Delaware  an- 
swer to  that?  He  savs  these  oflicers  are  not  by 
the  law  token  out  of  the  Navy.  I  admit  it  for  the 
purpose  of  the  argument.  That,  however,  dooa 
not  meet  the  difliculty.  The  difliculty  is  a  con- 
■lituiional  one.  It  is  the  one  which  the  venerable 
Senator  from  Delaware,  [Mr.  Clatton,]  the 
colleague  of  my  friend  before  me,  suggested  the 
other  day — that  the  remedy  for  injustice  will  not 
be  reached  bv  a  repeal  of  the  law.  The  repeal 
of  the  law  wiD  leave  uncontrolled  discretion  over 
the  subject  in  the  Executive  of  the  United  States, 
■nd  win  not  have  the  effect  which  gentlemen  sup- 

Ce  of  restoring  officers  to  the  places  which  have 
n  vacated. 


Sir,  it  is  utterly  beyond  the  constitutional  com- 
petency of  both  branches  ofCongreas  to  fill  vacan- 
cies in  the  public  service.  No  gentleman  can  deny 
that.  Then,  if  you  once  asccruun  the  fact  that  a 
Tacancybascxisled,  you  have  closed  the  question; 
because  the  ascertainment  of  that  fact  determines 
the  power  In  this  Government,  which  alone  has 
the  right  to  Gil  the  vacancy  so  created.  You  liave 
■aid  in  the  law  to  the  President,  that  when  these 
officers  were  taken  olTthe  list)  he  should  consider 
(hat  vacancies  had  occurred  in  the  service;  and  he 
approved  tliat  law.  Those  vacancies  occurred 
during  the  receaa  of  this  body.  The  President, 
under  the  Constitution,  had  the  power  to  appoint 
by  commissions  which  will  cease  only  at  the 
close  of  the  present  session  of  the  Senate.  You 
were  not  content  to  leave  the  President  the  dis- 
cretion of  exercising  this  executive  power,  but 
jou  told  him  to  fill  tne  vacancies  at  once.  You 
lold  him  thst  he  should  fill  those  vacancies  by 
promoting  officers  according  to  their  seniority. 
Then, !  put  it  to  every  intelligent  gentleman  litre, 
by  what  process  con  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  wrcBl  from  the  Executive  the  right  of  filling 
those  vacancies,  and  putting  officers  back  again 
into  tiieir  places  by  legislative  enactment?  I  can 
•ce  no  diSerence  in  the  constitutional  question  be- 
tween the  case  of  an  officer  who  has  been  dropped 
»nd  ons  who  has  been  retired ,  in  that  respect.  ]f 

26 


you  once,Bdmit  that  a  vacancy  has  existed — and 
you  must  admit  it,  because  you  have  bo  declared 
By  the  terms  of  your  own  law — you  have  fore- 
closed this  question,  so  far  as  legislative  power 
over  it  is  concerned. 

Mr.  President,  suppose  I  am  vrong  in  this 
view  of  the  subject;  admit,  for  the  sake  of  the 
argument,  that  we  have  the  power  to  undo  all 
that  we  have  done-,  admit  that  it  depends  on  our 
fiat  alone  whether  the  Navy  shall  be  put  back 
just  where  it  was  before  we  passed  thislaw;  is  it 
wiae,  is  it  prudent,  is  it  discriminating  statesman- 
ship,  to  reatore  the  whole  body  of  the  evil,  be- 
it  has  not  been  removed  in  the ' 


le  the  ' 


mpeten 


At  a  moment  like  this,  when  gentlemen 
dressing  ua  on  alt  sides  .of  the  Chamber,  threat- 
ening us  with  war  with  the  first  naval  Power  in 
the  world,  we,  the  legislators  of  the  country,  to 
whom  arc  confided  the  beat  interests  of  tlie 
country,  and  who  are  bound  to  look  to  itt  protec- 
tion, are  called  upon  to  remedy  the  inconveni- 
ences which  may  attach  to  a  particular  mode  of 
executing  the  law,  by  restoring  an  entire  body  of 
incompetent  and  inefficient  officers  to  the  public 
service! 

Sir,  there  are  other  and  better  remedies  than 
this.  This  remedy  is  objectlonableineverypoint 
in  which  you  can  view  it.  It  is  unjust  to  the 
officers  retired;  it  ia  unjuBfto  those  who  have  been 
appointed  in  their  p'laces.  Of  the  number  of 
officers  who  have  been  retired,  (nearly  two  hun- 
dred,) how  many  of  them  have  mode  complaiiii  ? 
The  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  at  my  request,  made 
for  me  this  morning  a  list  of  those  complaining  to 
us,  and  there  are  aixty-eightwho  have  made  com- 
plaint by  petition  or  memorial.  1  do  not  rely  on 
this,  however,as  the  limit  of  tlie  number.  I  nave 
no  doubt  that  every  one  who  has  been  acted  on 
will  come  here,  and  that  your  table  will  groan 
beneath  supplications,  petitions,  and  memorials. 
Why  1  Not  because  of  (he  consciousness  on 
the  part  of  thosC  officers  that  injustice  or  wrong 
has  been  done  to  them,  but  because,  yielding  to 
a  clamor  which  now  Clls  (he  public  ear  in  all  parts 
of  (he  coun(ry,  men  have  been  led  to  believe 
themselves  dishonored  and  disgraced  in  conse- 
quence of  Bppenla  which  have  first  opened  their 
eyes  to  the  lact  that  (hey  were  really  not  benefited 
and  advantaged  by  the  action  of  Congress.  Prior 
tothislawthePresidenlortheTJniledStBteshadno 
powerwhatevcr  over  these  officera  when  inefficient 
but  to  dismias  them  {ram  the  public  service.  Now 
look  at  your  Navy  Register,  and  look  at  your  re- 
served list.  I  find  that  twenty-eight  captains  have 
been  reserved.  Tbere  ia  not  a  man  of  them,  as 
far  as  I  can  judge  from  the  length  of  the  period 
they  have  been  in  tlie  public  service,  who  is  not 
sixty- five  years  of  oge;  aonle  of  (hem  are  over 
eighty.  Tocy  have  been  fifteen,  twenty, twenty- 
five,  or  thirty  years  out  of  the  public  service,  in 
point  of  fact.    They  have  not  been  to  sea  for  a 


They  are  reserved  from  the  Navy  already  in  point 
of  fact,  independently  of  your  enactment,  hut  in 
consequence  of  it  they  arc  out  of  tlie  tine  of  pro- 
motion. Have  we  any  grade  in  the  Navy  above 
(hat  of  ct^itein^  No,  air.  Ia  it  a  great  grievance 
on  these  ^ntJemen  who  have  grown  gray  in  tlie 
public  service,  that  tliey  are  out  of  the  line  of 
promotion  to  some  contingent  admiral's  appoint- 
ment, which  may  at  some  future  time  be  oQered 
in  the  service  of  the  country?  Well,  sir,  appoint 
them  admirals,  if  you  please;  raise  then)  in  nom- 


retired  so  as  to  be  in  the  way  of  the  service  of 
the  Navy;  and  you  were  repeatedly  so  informed 
by  tlie  Department.    What  did  you  do?    You 

Provided  for  them  a  retirement  for  their  old  age. 
'ou  preserved  to  them  the  highest  grade  in  tba 
service.  You  ressrred  to  them  their  full  leave- 
of-abaence  pay — tiie  pay  they  were  getting  be- 
fore the  law  was  passed.    Having  thus  provided 


for  them  an  asylum  in  (heir  old  age,  which  m 
of  them  occupy  with  hearts  filled  with  gratiiuiut 
oiid  thankrulnesB  to  their  country,  what  right 


have  we  now,  what  propriety  would  there  h 
our  depriving  them  of  lliis  retreat  and  of  this 
pension?  Allow  them  to  remain  as  they  are; wa 
shall  leave  them  untormented  by  any  idea  of 
being;  ordered  to  sea,  when  they  would  bo  Com- 
pelled to  refuse  duty  or  be  subjected  to  dismissal 
from  the  Navy  jn  consequence  of  inefficiency 
which  is  not  (heir  fault.  Is  there  any  Justice  ia 
depriving  these  officers  of  their  retirement, — 4 
retirement  secured  beyond  the  power  of  the  Da- 
psrUnent, — a  retirement  with  which  tliey  were 
satisfied  until  this  clamor  was  raised?  Sit,  yot( 
wil!  remember  the  old  story  of  (be  client  who 
burst  into  tears  when  bis  lawyer  told  thejury  how 
badtyhe  bad  been  treated;  he  never  knew  it  Ijefore. 
[Laughter.] 

So  of  these  oflicers.  They  were  alt  perfectly 
satisfied  and  content  until  a  number  of  those  who 
fell  the  ating,  from  the  fact  that  tbcy  were  not 
retired  in  that  grade  of  honor  into  which  tlie  best 
officers  of  the  service,  were  retired,  mode  a  clamor 
until  they  filled  the  public  ear  with  their  denunci- 
ations of  the  board  and  of  the  operations  of  tha 
low.  They  have  by  degreea  succeeded  in  im- 
pressing on  (heir  fellow-officers — hut  not  yet  on 
the  American  people — the  idea  that  tbcy  wera 
degraded  by  being  retained  in  the  public  servica 
with  Aill  pay  and  full  grade, hut  placed  out  of  (he 
way  of  active  and  competent  officers  for  tlie  lima 
being.  I  say,  in  relation  to  these  men,  take  up 
your  list  of  commanders  who  hove  been  forty  or 
ti(ly  years  in  service — some  of  them  twenty  or 
twenty-five  years  without  having  been  to  sea — and 
what  are  you  going  to  do  with  them  ?  You  have 
provided  for  them,  fairly,  Justly,  and  liberally,  a 
pension  list  such  as  exists  in  no  other  country 
under  heaven.  Now  you  are  asked  to  repeal  that 
provision.  Wliy  ?  Can  any  just  or  good  rcasoi) 
be  given  why  we  should  do  it?  None,  air, unless 
it  be  absolutely  impossible  for  the  wisdom  of 
Congress  to  devise  some  other  remedy  for  any 
cases  of  injustice  which  may  be  proved. 

But,  air,  tliere  is  another  class  of  oSeen  U> 
whon)  I  desire  (o  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate, 
who  would  b*  alTected  by  the  repeal  of  this  law; 
and  I  ask  Senators  if  they  ore  ready  so  to  act  on 
that  clssq?  The  ni^val  board  has  reported  such 
of  the  officers  of  the  Navy  as  are  competent,  effi-- 
CJcnl,  active,  and  an  honor  to  yoi^r  service.  You 
ordered  your  President  to  promote  them.  He  haa 
done  it.  They  have  the  pledged  laith  of  the  country 
for  that  promotion.'  You  cannot,  in  honor,  wiih- 
"•""^  '•      ^'■"'  liave  ordered  tJie  President  of  llie 
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and  they  ehoose  to  complain,  Congress  is  called 
upon  to  do  this  enormous  wrong  to  the  others — 
not  to  put  them  on  a  reserved  list,  not  to  preserve 
to  them  tlieir  pay,  their  rank,  and  their  emolu- 
ments, but  to  strike  them  down  and  degrade 
them  from  a  position  to  which  you  yourselves  have 
advanced  them — to  tell  rtn  officer  who  has  once 
trod  the  deck  of  a  p|ublic  vessel  in  full  command 
over  the  little  empire  which  is  confided  to  his 
control,  to  come  back  from  his  proud  position  as 
commander,  to  take  the  epaulette  from  his  shoul- 
der, and  to  tear  the  stripe  from  his  sleeve,  and 
put  him  back  again  at  the  beck  and  control  of  a 
superior  officer.  ^ 

Mr.  President,  is  nothing  due  to  this  class  of 
officers  ?  Have  they  no  sensibilities  that  can  be 
wounded  by  your  action  ?  Is  it  to  be  supposed 
that  gentlemen  who  come  home,  after  a  two  or 
three  years*  cruise  in  foreign  waters,  and  find 
themselves  thus  degraded  in  rank  by  the  repeal 
of  the  law,  (if  the  repeal  have  the  effect  which 
gentlemen  suppose,)  decreased  in  pay  and  emol- 
uments, will  remain  in  your  service  under  such  a 
state  of  tilings?  Sir,  that  will  be  an  occasion 
when  an  appeal  to  the  public  justice  of  the  country 
could  well  oe  made.  They  could  say,  and  say 
with  truth,  **  No  man  insinuates  that  we  are  in- 
active or  inefficient;  not  one  breath  of  suspicion 
has  been  uttered  against  our  character  or  our  po- 
sition nn  the  service;  we  are  to  blaihc  in  no  man- 
her  whatever;  we  did  not  ask  foj*  position;  we 
have  been  promoted  under  your  law;  and  having 
once  received  that  promotion  wp  can  no  longer 
remain  in  the  service  if  we  are  (kgraded  from  the 
promotion  thus  voluntarily  tendered  to  us.  The 
result  would  be,  that,  with  a  declared  view  of 
promoting  the  efficiency  of  the.Navy,  you  would 
dismiss  from  it  every  active,  efficient  officer  in 
your  service.  The  proposition  of  Congress  by 
Its  last  enactment  was  to  protect  the  Navy;  but 
the  protection  offered  by  such  a  system  of*^  legis- 
lation as  this  would  be  just  such  protection  as 
the  tree  offers  to  the  storm-tossed  traveler,  when 
it  allures  him  to  a  deceitful  shelter  beneath  its 
shade,  and  then  becomes  the  treacherous  con- 
ductor of  the  bolt  that  destroys  him. 

Mr.  President,  the  entire  public  service  of  the 
country  will  unquestionably  be  subverted  by  the 
adoption  of  any  such  remedy  as  that;  I  am  free 
to  say,  however,  that,  in  my  judgment,  there 
does  exist  a  remedy — a  remedy  which  recon- 
ciles the  claims  of  those  officers  who  have  been 
advanced  under  the  pledged  faith  of  Congress, 
with  the  claims  of  justice  of  those  who  complain 
of  the  action  of  the  board  in  their  cases,  and  which 
also,  and  above  all,  preserves  and  promotes  the 
efficiency  of  the  Navy  as  an  arm  of  the  public 
defense.  I  think  our  course  of  action  ought  to 
be  this:  first,  and  as  a  matter  of  innperative  duty, 
confirm  the  nomination  of  every  officer  appointed 
by  the  President  to  fill  the  vacancies  which  you 
created  by  your  law.  That  is  a  duty  to  them. 
It  is  a  duty  to  the  public.  Then  establish,  if  you 
please,  as  suggested  by  my  friend  from  Delaware, 
tMr.  Bataro,]  and  by  the  Senator  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Seward,]  a  board  of  review— call  it 
by  any  name  you  please;  bring  before  it  every 
officer  who  chooses  to  complain  of  the  action 
which  has  been  had  in  his  particular  case;  let 
that  board,  or  court,  or  tribunal — I  care  not  what 
name  you  call  it;  I  look  at  things,  not  at  words — 
be  organized;  arrange  it  as  you  please — I  will  vote 
for  it  to  suit  you;  and  let  every  officer  who  has 
cause  of  complaint  present  his  case  before  it. 
•  Then  pass  a  law  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
Unitea  States  to  restore  to  active  service  in  the 
Navy  all  officers  who  may  by  this  board  of  re- 
view be  pronounced  competent  and  efficient  pub- 
lic officers;  and,  if  its  judgment  be  approved  by 
him,  put  them  back  in  the  Navy  in  the  rank  and 
position  which  they  held  before;  but  with  a  pro- 
vision that,  when  vacancies  occur  by  their  death 
or  resignation,  those  vacancies  shall  not  be  filled 
until  the  regular  number  of  each  grade  be  restored. 

By  this  course  these  officers  will  be  restored  to 
their  former  rank;  no  injustice  viU  be  done  to 
them;  and  the  sole  inconvenience  that  can  result 
from  a  law  of  this  ki1ld  is  simply  that,  for  a  short 
period — for  a  few  years  in  relation  to  the  officers 
restored  to  the  service,  the  country  may  be  put 
to  the  expense  of  paying  a  few  more  dollars  per 
annum,  by  having  a  few  more  officers  in  each 
grade  than  our  laws  now  require.  What  do  we 
aire  for  that  ?  0f  what  consequence  is  that  ?  (Gen- 


tlemen will  not,  surely,  allow  a  consideration  of 
that  kind  to  weigh  on  their  minds.  By  doin^  this, 
I  think  we  shall  reconcile  the  claims  of  justice  to 
officers  abroad,  justice  to  officers  at  home,  and 
justice  to  the  public  service  of  the  country. 

Mr.  President,  I  regret  to  have  detained  the 
Senate  so  long.  In  all  that  I  have  said,  I  did  not 
desire  to  utter  a  word  that  should  injure  the  feel- 
ings or  wound  the  sensibilities  of  any  gentleman 
who  has  been  afl^cted  by  the  action  of  this  board. 
I  know  but  very  few  of^  them.  Those  that  I  do 
know  I  am  proud  to  be  acquainted  with,  and  de- 
light to  honoFt  Some  of  them,  if  my  judgment 
were  consulted  in  the  matter,  1  should  immediately 
pronounce  to  be  some  of  the  finest  ofljcers  in  the 
service;  but  I  distrust  my  judgment;  1  do  not 
believe  I  know  them  as  well  as  tlieir  fellow-officers 
know  thom.  At  all  events,  I  am  willing  to  give 
them  the  amplest  opportunity  for  establishing 
their  claims  to  the  confidence  of  the  country  and  to 
their  position  in  the  Navy.  Take  the  plan  which 
I  have  suggested,  or  something  equivalent  to  it, 
and  you  will  restore  health  and  vigor  to  the  body  \ 
of  the  Navy — a  body  of  which  the  whole  people 
is  proud — a  body  in  whose  veins  no  pulse  can 
throb  without  meeting  a  response  from  the  heart 
of  every  true  patriot,  of  every  American  Senator. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  Do  I  understand  that  it  is  the 
purpose  of  my  friend  from  Louisiana  to  introduce 
suoh  a  proposition  as  thar  which  he  has  indicated  ? 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  I  will  do  so  with  the  great- 
est pleasure,  if  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
desires  it;  but  I  beg  of  that  Senator  to  reflect  that, 
by  so  doing,  I  should  be  encroaching  on  the  pre- 
rogative of  my  friend  from  Florida,  the  chairmein 
of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  supposed  that,  from  what 
the  Senator  from  Louisiana  said,  there  was  per- 
haps some  understanding  as  to  brinffin^  forward 
a  proposition  of  the  nature  which  ne  indicated. 
It  IS  a  matter  with  which  I  have  no  right  to  inter- 
fere; but  I  thought,  perhaps,  from  the  remarks  of 
my  friend,  that  he  was  aoout  to  propose  such  a 
measure. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  I  pledge  myself  to  prepare 
a  bill  of  that  nature,  if  it  shall  be  found  necessary 
afler  we  have  heard  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affiurs.  I  presume  that  committee,  by  its  report, 
will  satisfy  the  Senate  both  as  to  the  facts  ema  the 
remedy. 

Mr.  BUTLER.    No  doubt  of  it. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  The  suggestionlhrown  out 
by  the  Senator  from  Louisiana,  I  believe,  has 
atready  met  the  approbation  —  it  certainly  has 
altracted  the  attenUon — of  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Aflfairs.  That  proposition  will  be  presented 
to  the  Senate  by  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
JNaval  A.ff&.]rs 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  on  agree- 
ing to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  HALE.  If  the  Senate  are  ready  for  the 
vote  on  the  resolution,  I  have  nothing  to  say;  but 
I  have  some  suggestions  to  make  on  the  general 
subject.  If  the  Senate  are  ready  to  vote,  I  shall 
not  detain  them  now. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  Mr.  President,  I  shall  not  de- 
tain the  Senate;  I  rise  merely  to  express  my  sat- 
isfaction that  the  honorable  Senator  f\'om  Louisi- 
ana is  willing  to  do  all  that  I  think  is  requisite  to 
be  done  to  correct  such  errors  of  judgment,  arising 
from  partiality  or  from  any  cause,  as  may  have 
existed  in  the  examination  of  the  slate  of  the  per- 
sonnel of  the  Navy.  I  am  glad  that  he  has  sug- 
gested a  means  of  doing  justice  to  the  different 
parties  who  have  been  acted  upon,  by  giving  a 
rehearing  to  those  who  may  see  fit  to  complain. 
That  has  been  my  object  from  the  beginning.  If 
that  were  generally  understood,  it  would,  in  my 
judgment,  pelieve  all  difficulties  as  to  the  existing 
mw.  Before  I  take  my  seat,  I  desire,  as  I  occupy 
the  floor,  to  make  a  few  further  remarks  on  tne 
position  assumed  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Louisiana  as  to  the  power  of  Congress  and  of  the 
Senate,  as  a  part  of  Congress,  in  reference  to  the 
repeal  of  the  law,  and  the  effect  of  that  repeal. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Louisisma  con- 
tends that  we  have  no  power  over  the  subject, 
because  the  law  having  created  a  vacancy,  and 
the  vacancy  having  been  filled,  no  legislation  now 
could  have  any  eftect  upon  the  action  under  the 
law.  Sir,  as  i  read  the  law,  the  vacancy  does 
not  exist  in  the  service.  The  officer  is  not  out 
of  the  Navy;  he  is  merely  placed  on  a  retired 
list.    Tlie  word  "  vacancy'*  is  used  only' for  the 


purpose  of  enlarging  the  power  of  promotioii. 
The  power  of  promotion  might  have  b^n  exer- 
cised by  the  President;  but  in  the  ordinary  couree, 
if  a  promotion  is  made  by  the  President,  and  the 
Senate  choose  to  disagree  to  it,  or  lay  it  on  the 
table,  the  promotion  ceases  with  the  session  at 
which  the  nominatlpn  is  made  by  the  President. 
Therefore,  as  I  view  it,  we  have  ample  power  to 
correct  any  error  in  that  respect,  and  I  consider 
that  no  vacancy  exists  as  regards  a  single  retired 
officer.  What  I  mean  is,  that  the  officer  is  not 
out  of  the  Navy;  the  legal  number  of  officers  is 
there;  and  the  moment  you  repeal  the  law,  the? 
take  their  former  places,  because  the  "Yacancy" 
spoken  of  existed  solely  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
motion under  the  law.  The  placing  of  an  officit 
out  of  the  line  of  promotion  is  a  result  of  the  law 
alone.     When  the  law  is  gone,  the  effect  of  itii 

fone,  as  there  has  been  no  final  action  under  it 
shall  vote  for  the  resolution  before  the  Sennte, 
and  my  general  views  of  this  law  I  mean  to  ex- 
press at  Tanfe  hereafter. 

Mr.  HALE.  Mr.  President,  I  understood, 
from  some  of  the  remarks  made  by  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Louisiana,  that  the  question  of 
repealing  the  Taw  was  before  the  Senate.  I  learn 
now  that  it  is  not  before  us,  but  that  the  simple 
question  is  upon  passing  the  resolution  of  the 
honorable  Senator  nrom  Tennessee.  I  am  in  favor 
of  that  resolution,  and  I  shall  vote  for  it.  But, 
sir,  as  the  honorable  Senator  from  Louisiana,  io 
his  eloquent  remarks,  has  entirely  passed  over 
one  class  of  officers,  and  as  they  have  been  con- 
sidered by  most  of  the  Senators  who  hare  spoken 
on  the  subject  as  a  class  beyond  hope— as  one 
whose  day  of  grace  is  over — I  desire  to  say  i 
few  words  in  regard  to  them .  The  class  to  wliid 
I  allude  is  that  of  the  officers  who  have  been 
dropped  entirely  from  the  naval  service.  I  under- 
stand even  the  honorable  Senator  from  Delaware, 
who  is  very  much  opposed  to  this  whole  proceed- 
ing, to  admit  that  for  them  there  is  no  hope. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  The  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire  misunderstood  me.  My  proposiiion 
was  for  a  board  of  review  to  receive  thccoraplainis 
of  every  officer  acted  on  by  the  board,  whether 
retired  or  dropped. 

Mr.  HALE.  In  my  view,  the  Senate  have  jost 
as  much  power  in  those  cases  as  in  regard  to  re- 
tired officers.  There  is  another  view  which,  it 
seems  to  me,  the  friends  of  the  board  are  in  error 
in  presenting.  They  seem  to  represent  the  Preii- 
dent  and  Congress  as  if  thev  were  antagonistic 
powers,  and  they  speak  as  if  the  President  were 
bent  on  carrying  out  this  proceeding,  and  that 
Congress,  no  matter  what  they  might  propose  to 
do,  could  accomplish  nothing.  Sir,  I  am  no  par- 
ticular advocate  of  the  President  of  the  Unitej 
States,  but  I  do  not  acquiesce  in  the  Justice  of 
assigning  to  him  any  such  position.  Wearehii 
sworn  constitutional  advisers.  If  the  Senate 
should  do  what  they  have  done  in  repeated  in- 
stances, when  he  sends  a  nomination  here  to  fill 
a  vacancy  under  this  law,  tell  him  that  they  do 
not  advise  and  consent  to  the  ratification  of  in*J 
nomination,  for  the  reason  that  the  vacancy  which 
it  has  been  designed  to  fill  has  been  illcpilly  or 
unconstitutionally  created,  I  have  not  the  slightest 
doubt  that  the  President  of  the  United  States,  on 
such  a  vote  as  that  being  passed  by  the  Senate « 
the  United  States,  would  send  bade  the  namcrf 
the  man  who  had  been  dropped.  This  has  been 
frequently  done.  When  gentlemen  have  been 
dropped  from  the  naval  or  miUtary  service,  aoo 
the  President  sent  here  nominations  of  their  suc- 
cessors, and  the  Senate  voted  not  to  confirm,  w 
the  reason  that  the  vacancies  had  been  impropeni 
created,  the  President  has,  in  every  instance,! 
think,  sent  back  to  the  Senate  the  nomination  o( 
the  individual  thus  drooped.  I  think  the  power 
of  the  Senate  is  perfectly  competent  to  reach  *u 
those  cases.  . 

Again,  sir,  I  do  not  hold  that  a  vacancy  ha 
been  filled  in  a  single  one  of  these  cases,  i"* 
officers  who  have  been  promoted  have  receitea 
commissions,  but  those  commissions  do  not  au- 
thorize them  to  hold  their  places  any  longer  tiiw 
until  the  end  of  the  present  session  of  the  Senate. 
Every  gentleman  who  has  taken  one  of  in^ 
commissions  has  taken  it  subject  to  that  con 
gency.  .  ^ 

The  injustice  which  the  honorable  Senator  fr^ 
Louisiana  supposes  will  follow  the  repeal  of 
law  cannot  occur;  for,  by  the  provisioM  w 
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law,  the  officers  thus  promoted  do  not  enter  upon 
the  receipt  of  any  increased  pay.  There  is  no 
alteration  in  their  pay.  They  are  a  kind  of  am- 
bi^ous  officers  at  the  present  time.  They  per- 
form the  duty  of  an  aavanced  post,  but  receive 
only  the  paypf  the  post  from  which  they  were 
promoted.  They  are  neither  one  thing  nor  an- 
other. In  such  a  position,  it  seems  to  me  it 
would  be  more  respectable  to  let  them  be  one 
thing  decidedly,  rather  than  leave  them  in  their 
present  anomalous  situation. 

Sir,  I  believe  that  great  injustice  has  been  done 
by  the  action  of  this  board;  and,  believing  that 
injustice  has  been  done,  I  will  never  consent  to 
acknowled^  that  we  are  incompetent  to  redress 
that  injustice.  An  eloquent  picture  has  been 
drawn — 1  wish  I  couldpaint  as  well — by  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Louisiana  of  the  injustice 
which  would  be  done  to  those  gentlemen  who  are 
now  wearing  their  new-fledged  plumes  of  honor. 
He  has  depicted  how  hard  it  will  be  to  strip 
them  off  when  they  have  just  be^n  to  strut  upon 
the  stage  with  their  new  decorations.  Sir,  let  me 
remind  him  that  there  are  men  very  diffierently 
situated.  I  know  men  who  entered  the  service 
early,  who  have  been  prompt  to  perform  every 
duty  required  of  them,  wherever  and  whenever 
required.  They  have  met  the  call  of  duty,  and 
have  never  shrunk  from  it.  They  have  been  away 
from  their  country.  Thev  have  been  away  from 
these  Halls.  They  have  been  on  distant  fields  of 
duty.  They  have  been  in  the  frigid  and  in  the 
torrid  zone.  They  have  been,  in  peace  and  in  war, 
discharging  their  duty  conscientiously  and  faith- 
fully, and  not  making  acquaintance  with  the 
powers  which  regulate  things  in  Washington. 
Those  men,  who  have  been  faithfully,  energeti- 
ccdly,  and  heroically  performing  their  duty  on 
distant  and  dangerous  service,  have  been  stricken 
down,  and  neither  they  nor  their  friends  can  learn 
the  reason  why  it  was  done. 

Sir,  I  confess  that  my  sympathies  are  for  these 
men,  and  not  for  those  who  nave  been  promoted 
cmder  the  operation  of  your  new  bill,  I  know 
that  injustice  has  been  done  under  it.  I  know 
that  faithful,  competent,  brave,  chivalric,  pure- 
minded  men  as  ever  trod  the  deck  of  any  vessel, 
have  been  stricken  down,  as  with  the  palsy,  by 
the  operation  of  this  law.  If  there  was  only  a 
single  case  of  that  kind,  I  never  would  consent 
to  fold  my  arms  and  say  nothing  can  be  done. 
Sir,  whenever  such  a  case  as  that  can  be  found — 
irhenever  a  single  solitary  public  servant  comes 
forward  and  m^es  comptamt  to  the  Government 
of  his  cduntry  that,  while  faithfully  and  honor- 
ably and  constantly  performing  his  duty,  he  has 
been  stricken  down  and  knows  not  why,  and  that 
injustice  has  been  done  to  him,  to  his  fame,  to  his 
family,  to  his  feeUngs,  to  his  property — for  the 
highest  property  is  a  man's  reputation — I  say,  if 
there  was  but  a  single  case  of  this  kind,  I  should 
feci  it  to  be  my  bounden  duty,  as  a  member  of  this 
body,  to  see  if  there  could  not  possibly  be  some 
way  devised  by  which  justice  could  be  done  to 
«uch  a  one.  But  it  is  not  a  single  case.  Such 
cases  are  numerous. 

Now,  let  me  call  attention  to  one  view  of  this 
subject,  which  it  seems  to  me  would  turn  this 
matter  the  other  way.  Let  me  take  the  case  of 
Lieutenant  Maury,  for  it  has  been  quoted.  The 
terms  of  the  act  required  the  dismissal  or  retire- 
ment of  officers  who  were  not  competent  to  per- 
form all  the  duties  of  their  respective  grades, 
ashore  and  afloat.  I  take  it  that  one  of  the  duties 
of  a  naval  officer  is  to  do  exactly  what  Lieutenant 
Maury  has  been  doin^  at  the  National  Observa- 
tory, because  his  posiuon  there  was  assigned  him 
by  the  Government  as  part  of  his  duties  as  a 
naval  officer,  and  he  has  been  obUged  by  law  to 
perform  those  duties.  Well,  sir,  this  board  have 
undertaken  to  place  Lieutenant  Maury  on  the 
reserved  list,  because  he  is  not  competent,  in  their 
judgment,  to  do  all  the  duties  of  a  naval  officer 
ashore  and  afloat.  J  should  like  to  ask  if  the 
fifteen  men  who  composed  that  board  felt  them- 
selves competent  to  do  the  duties  which  Lieuten- 
ant Maury  has  been  doing?  If  not,  and  those 
duties  arc  naval  duties,  as  the  law  requires  that 
every  naval  officer  retained  should  be  competent 
to  perform  all  the  duties  of  a  naval  officer,  ashore 
and  afloat,  these  men  ought  to  be  turned  out. 
Lieutenant  Maury  has  been  doing  his  duty  there. 
Are  not  his  duties  in  the  Observatory  those  of  a 
nayal  officer'    Are  they  not  requirea  of  him  bjr 


law  as  a  naval  officer  ?  If  he  has  been  required 
by  law  to  perform  duties  in  the  very  place  where 
the  law  has  put  him,  and  the  board  nave  reported 
that  for  that  reason  he  ought  to  be  turned  out,  I 
say  justice  requires  that  there  should  be  another 
board,  composed  of  such  men  as  have  been  doing 
scientific  duties — such  as  Lieutenant  Maury  and 
Lieutenant  Gilliss,  who  has  been  placed  in  the 
same  situation — and  all  officers  who  arc  not  found 
competent  to  the  high  scientific  pursuits  in  which 
those  gentlemen  have  been  engaged, and  by  which 
they  have  reflected  so  much  honor  on  themselves 
and  on  the  service  of  the  country,  should  be 
turned  out.  By  this  rule  every  officer  in  the  Navy 
not  competent  to  discharge  ail  those  duties  ought 
to  be  turned  out.  Suppose  they  did  that,  how 
large  a  Navy  do  you  think  you  would  have? 
[Laughter.] 

Well,  sir,  these  duties  are  honorable  duties. 
Certainly,  the  honorable  Senator  (Vom  Louisieuia 
will  not  say  that  Lieutenant  Maury  has  disgraced 
himself— that  he  has  been  engaged  in  pursuits 
derogatory  to  the  character  of  an  officer  or  a  gen- 
tleman, or  that  he  has  been  doing  anything  else 
than  the  duties  required  of  a  naval  officer  ashore. 
If  he  has  been  doing  such  duties,  and  the  law  is 
to  receive  the  interpretation  that,  because  being 
lame  in  one  of  his  limbs,  he  cannot  perform  some 
duties  afloat,  as  well  as  otliers  can,  and  he  has 
been  turned  out  for  that  reason,  I  say  that,  vice 
versUf  the  gentlemen  who  cannot  do  what  he  has 
been  doing  ought  also  to  be  turned  out. 

I  think  there  arQ  a  great  many  things  of  this 
character  in  the  law  which  require  an  examina- 
tion. Let  me  give  another  case — for  you  can 
only  come  to  a  general  result  by  looking  at  indi- 
vidual cases — let  me  refer  to  the  case  of  Com- 
mander Nicholas,  a  man  in  whose  behalf  a 
memorial  was  presented  to-day.  Here  let  me 
remark  that  I  am  very  favorably  situated  in  one 
respect  for  judging  of  this  law.  I  have  no  friend 
who  is  aficcted  by  the  law;  I  have  no  connection 
by  blood  or  marriage  who  is  aflected  by  it.  I 
have  no  feeling  for  any  of  these  officers,  except 
the  common  b^nds  of  humanity.  They  have  no 
other  connection  with  me,  ana  for  this  reason  I 
can  speak  impartially.  Let  me  instance  the  case 
of  Commander  Nicholas.  He  is  a  man  between 
fifty  and  sixty  years  of  age — about  the  average 
a^e  in  this  body — a  man  in  the  very  maturity  of 
his  powers,  physical  and  mental.  He  is  the  son 
of  a  very  distinguished  gentleman  of  Virginia, 
for  some  years  Governor  of  that  State,  and  a 
member  of  this  body.  Unlike  many  other  sons 
of  distinguished  men,  he  was  not  content  to  live 
on  the  reputation  of  the  past,  but  determined  to 
secure  an  honorable  fame  for  himself.  He  early 
entered  the  naval  service,  and  has  i*erformed  all 
his  duties  satisfactorily.  I  am  authorized  to  say 
that,  in  the  opinion  of  naval  officers  of  the  pres- 
ent day — whose  opinions  should  be  listened  to 
by  the  Senate — he  has  not  his  superior  in  the 
Navy  as  a  gentleman  and  an  officer,  and  an  effi- 
cient officer.  He  has  been  performing  duties  on 
the  northern  lakes  such  as  were  never  rendered 
in  that  quarter  of  the  country  before  since  we  Imd 
a  Navy.  While  he  was  there,  in  the  discharge 
of  onerous  and  responsible  duties,  he  was  placed, 
not  on  that  honorable  retired  or  pension  list,  of 
which  the  Senator  from  Louisiana  spoke,  but  he 
was  degraded — he  was  involuntarily  put  down  on 
the  furlough  list.  He  has  made  no  complaint 
himself;  but  the  country  that  he  has  served  has 
made  complaints. 

Are  we  to  be  told  that,  in  such  cases  as  that, 
we  are  without  a  remedy  ?  Are  we  to  be  pre- 
vented from  doing  iusticc  to  such  an  officer  as 
that,  because  someoody  who  was  behind  him, 
and  who  ought  to  be  beliind  him  still,  has  got  his 
place  and  has  strutted  in  his  plumes  for  a  few 
weeks,  unjustly,  as  I  think?  No,  sir.  1  think 
no  injustice  will  be  done  to  anybody  by  putting 
things  back  as  they  were.  I  have  always 
thought,  Mr.  President,  and  I  believe  now,  tbiat 
when  a  man,  or  a  government,  or  a  corporation, 
or  a  community,  has  token  a  false  step,  the  best 
way  is  to  retrace  it.  I  know  that  some  men 
boast  that  they  never  take  a  backward  step.  1 
remember  that  a  very  distinguished  Senator  on 
this  floor,  who  is  not  here  now,  once  said  that  he 
never  took  a  step  backwards.  An  honorable 
Senator,  who  then  represented  the  State  of  Mis- 
sissippi, but  who  is  not  now  here,  administered 
to  him  what  I  thought  was  the  handsomest  rebuke 


I  ever  heard.  He  described  the  conversion  of  St. 
Paul.  He  said  that  St.  Paul  was  traveling  from 
Jerusalem  to  Damascus  with  letters  to  persecute 
the  saints.  He  met  light  on  the  way;  and  afYer 
this  light  had  shone  upon  him,  saicf  the'honor- 
able  Senator,  he  did  not  keep  on  to  Damascus  to 

f)ersccute  the  saints,  and  make  a  sort  of  retired 
ist  of  them,  [laughter;]  but  he  turned  round  and 
went  back  to  Jerusalem.  St.  Paul,  said  he,  took 
a  backward  step,  and  does  the  Senator  think  him- 
self a  greater  roan  than  Paul? 

Now,  sir,  I  think  we  have  made  a  false  step, 
but  not  irretrievably  false;  and  I  believe,  if  the 
Senate  will  retrace  it,  and  do  so  absolutely,  en- 
tirely, and  thoroughly,  and  will  follow  the  rule 
prescribed  by  the  prophet,  emd  break  ofl*,  justice 
will  be  done.  No  half-way  measure  will  meet 
this  case;  no  homoeopathic  dos(is  of  reform  are 
adequate  to  the  emergencies  of  this  disease.  No, 
sir,  what  we  want  is  a  total  retraction  from  the 
false  position  which  we  have  taken;  and  when 
we  have  got  back  we  shall  be  no  worse  off  than 
when  we  began,  and  we  can  then  go  forward,  and 
^o  forward  promptly;  but  when  we  have  done 
injustice,  it  is  useless  to  talk  about  any  remedy 
which  does  not  look  to  the  full  redress  of  that 
injustice.  I  believe,  sir,  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy — I  believe  that  everybody  who  has 
spoken  on  the  subject — 1  believe  that  the  eloquent 
Senator  from  Louisiana  admits  that  wrong  has 
been  done.  I  think  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
seemed  to  suppose  that,  if  there  were  a  few  men 
who  had  been  unjustly  dealt  by,  there  were  a 
great  many  who  got  no  more  than  they  deserved; 
and  as  they  were  all  in  one  mass,  he  thought  it 
was  not  worth  while  to  take  the  trouble  to  separ- 
ate tliem,  but  he  would  let  them  go,  and  that 
afterwards,  by  some  process  or  other,  that  might 
be  devised  or  might  not,  the  wrong  might  be  re- 
dressed, and  a  remedy  aflbi*ded. 

Sir,  the  remedy  ought  to  be  as  broad  as  the 
wrong.  Some  men,  it  is  said,  ought  to  be  out  of 
the  Navy.  I  will  not  deny  it;  but  I  will  say — no 
matter  whether  you  call  this  a  trial  or  not — that 
they  have  been  subjected  to  the  penalties  which 
would  follow  a  trial ;  and  if  there  nas  been  a  man 
dismissed  for  drunkenness,  for  lying,  or  for  any- 
thing else,  why  not  give  him  an  opportunity  to 
disprove  the  charge  ?  If  there  was  subjected  to 
the  authority  of  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Louisiana  an  individual  so  low  and  humble,  and 
if  he  undertook  to  correct  him  for  drunkenness 
or  lying,  and  the  man  protested  that  he  was  neither 
a  drunkard  nor  a  liar,  would  not  the  Senator  in- 
stitute some  species  of  trial  before  correcting  him? 
No  one  can  doubt  that  he  would  do  it. 

We  oi*e  told  that  this  retirement  or  dropping  is 
no  punishment,  and  that  the  gentlemen  wno  have 
been  aff*ected  by  it  have  been  honorably  and  fairly 
dealt  by.  It  seems  t^  me  that  woula  be  a  good 
suggestion  if  it  come  from  them;  but,  sir,  I  never 
yielded  to  the  force  of  any  suggestion  which  un- 
dertook to  satisfy  a  man  that  ne  was  better  used 
than  he  thought  himself.  I  remember,  in  the 
discipline  to  which  I  was  subjected  in  the  town 
schools  of  New  England,  that  the  master  never 
flogsed  a  boy  without  telling  him  it  was  for  his 
^ood — that  he  would  be  a  great  deal  better  ofl*  for 
It;  but  he  always  failed  to  convince  the  boys. 
[Laughter.]  I  cannot  say  wha^  the  reason  was, 
but  he  never  did  convince  one  of  them;  and  yon 
never  can  convince  these  gentlemen  that  groM 
wrong  and  injustice  have  not  been  done  to  mem. 

Now,  let  me  ask  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Louisiana,  if  he  thinks  all  the  wisdom  of  Con- 

fress  was  exhausted  when  this  bill  was  passed  f 
s  it  not  possible,  if  we  repeal  the  law,  that  we 
can,  by  putting  our  heads  together  and  seeing  the 
mistakes  that  nave  been  maoe,  present  something 
which  will  remedy  the  evils  complained  of,  with- 
out doing  the  injustice  that  has  been  committed  ? 
I  believe  we  can,  and  I  believe  the  honorable.  Sen- 
ator himself  can  do  it.  I  think,  however,  that  the 
first  step  to  redress  the  wrong  is  to  retrace  what 
we  have  done;  and,  so  beheving,  I  am  for  a  total, 
unconditional,  immediate,  sweeping  repeal  of  the 
law.  I  am  for  rubbing  out  all  the  proceedings . 
under  it,  and  beginning  anew.  I  shall  not,  how- 
ever enter  into  that  question  now,  because  I  hope 
enough  has  been  said  to  induce  us  to  pass  the 
resolution  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Tenn- 
essee, which  is  simply  to  put  us  in  the  posses* 
sion  of  some  facts  that  may  enable  us  to  act 
more  understandingly  on  tbe^subjecL    For  tfa«t 
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reason ,  I  forbear  to  enter  further  into  the  diacus- 
•ion. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  The  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire  complains  of  my  being  unwilling  to 
admit  these  officers  to  be  judges  of  their  own  cases, 
and  suggests  that  when  he  was  at  school,  and 
was  whipped  by  his  master,  he  was  told  that  it 
was  for  liis  own  good,  but  he  did  not  believe  it. 
Now,  sir,  any  gentleman  who  sees  the  ability 
with  which  he  acts  on  this  floor,  and  discusses 
questions  like  this,  must  be  perfectly  satisfied  that 
his  master  knew  better  than  he  did.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  Mr.  President,!  have 
listened  with  great  attention  to  the  debate  on  this 
subject,  without  occupying  much  of  tlie  time  of 
the  Senate  in  regard  to  it;  nor  do  I  propose  to  do 
so  now.  A  very  few  remarks  will  express  to  the 
Senate  all  that  I  propose  to  say. 

A  debate  on  the  general  subject  seems  to  me, 
as  it  has  from  the  first,  very  improper  at  the 
present  time.  I  think  that,  unless  some  mode  is 
proposed  to  us  of  acting  on  this  subject,  we  are 
speaking  entirely  at  random.  There  is  no  limit 
to  debate;  there  is  no  olyect  to  debate;  and  I  may 
add,  there  is  no  end  to  it,  until  there  is  something 
to  follow  as  a  conclusion.  We  are  waiting  on 
the  committee  which  we  have  appointed  to  pre- 
sent us  with  some  proposition  on  the  question. 
I  have  been  content,  though  I  feel  a  common 
interest  and  a  common  sympathy  with  others  on 
this  question,  to  wait  until  the  subject  should  be 
placed  in  that  position  where  debate  would  be 
proper — where  it  would  have  an  object,  a  purpose , 
and  a  limit.  I  still  entertain  that  feeling;  but  it 
is  proper,  I  think,  to  make  a  few  remarks  at  this 
stage,  in  consequence  of  what  has  been  said  to- 
day. 

My  honorable  friend  from  Louisiana  seems  to 
tuppose  that  those  of  us  who  are  for  adopting 
measures  of  redress  now,  in  opposition  to  the 
proceeding  that  has  taken  place  by  the  action  of 
the  naval  board,  arc  acting  with  an  indiscriminate 
sort  of  statesmanship,  in  destroying  all  that  has 
been  done-^the  good  as  well  as  trie  bad.  He 
charges  us  with  a  want  of  statesmanlike  discrim- 
ination. Now,  if  I  have  understood  the  debate, 
there  are  no  ecntlemen^-certainly  there  are  but 
very  few — who  propose  to  themselves  to  bring 
about  anything  more  than  a  fair  discrimination. 
Thathas  been  my  purpose — that  has  been  my  dec- 
laration. I  am  willing,  I  am  anxious  to  preserve 
whatever  good  has  been  accomplished  to  ine  Navy 
Aiy  the  removal  of  incompetent  officers  by  the 
proceedings  of  the  naval  board ;  but  I  cannot  con- 
sent to  preserve  that  good  at  the  expense  of  many, 
as  I  believe,  brave  and  honorable  men,  to  whom 
injustice  has  been  done. 

It  has  been  asked,  who  will  take  upon  himself 
the  responsibility,  if  he  could  do  it,  of  annulling 
this  whole  proceeding,  an(^  returning  all  the  re- 
moved and  retired  officers  to  the  rank  which  they 
before  held ?  I  say,  in  response,  that  I  will  not 
take  the  responsibility  of  voting  for  the  degrada- 
tion or  the  removal  or  one  honorable  and  compe- 
tent man.  My  vote  shall  never  contribute  to 
such  a  doom.  I  would  rather  see  the  whole  find- 
ing destroyed,  and  other  means  adopted  of  rid- 
ding the  Navy  of  whatever  incumbrances  there 
may  be  on  it,  than  put  my  name  to  a  vote  which 
is  to  be  the  sacrifice  of  an  honorable,  efficient,  and 
competent  officer.  That  is  the  position  which  I 
occupy,  and  I  am  not  afraid  to  avow  it. 

I  tmnk  my  honorable  friend  from  Louisiana, 
notwithstanding  his  acknowledged  abilities,  and 
the  generous  sentiments  Which  are  known  to  ani- 
mate him,  has  taken  rather  a  narrow  and  contracted 
view  of  this  subject.  He  looks  upon  these  vacan- 
cies, as  they  may  now  be  called,  as  having  been 
created  in  the  regular  and  constitutional  mode  by 
the  action  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  tliat  we  cannot  oppose  ourselves  to  that  action. 
Now,  sir,  is  that  so  ?    Is  not  the  removal  of  these 

fenilemen  the  consequence  of  a  legal  proceeding 
y  a  board  of  officers  ?  The  agency  of  the  Presi- 
dent, to  be  durei  forms  a  part  of  that  legal  pro- 
ceeding; but  he  is  acting  as  an  agent  under  this 
law  in  aceomplishins;  its  purposes,  and  not  actin? 
in  the  exercise  of  his  constitutional  power  ot 
removing  unworthy  officers  on  hiii  own  authority, 
and  in  which  he  stands  in  his  presidential  char- 
acter as  responsible  to  the  whole  people.  Does 
he  stand  in  that  attitude  on  this  oc<;asion  in 
respect  to  any  officer?  No,  sir.  He  stands 
'vurroundod  by  th^  tcinction  of  a  board,  and  he 


professes  to  place  confidence  in  that  board,  and 
merely  to  carry  out,  according  to  their  sentence, 
the  purpose  of  an  act  of  the  Legislature.  That  is 
all;  and  yet,  because  he  is  President,  and  in 
another  character  and  under  other  circumstances 
has  a  constitutional  power,  as  Executive ,  which  he 
may  use,  gentlemen  confound  this  agency  under 
an  act  of  Congress  with  his  constitutional  power 
as  President  of  the  United  States. 

Can  any  man,  viewing  this  subject  broadly  and 
largely,  confbund  the  President's  action  under 
this  law,  as  the  agent  to  execute  it,  with  the  con- 
stitutional character  which  he  maintains  under 
the  Constitution?  Yet,  gentlemen  tell  us,  here  is 
the  word  **  vacancy,** and  the  Constitution  says 
the  President  shall  fill  vacancies  by  nomination; 
and  here  is  the  very  word  **  vacancy*'  used  in  this 
statiitc.  How  are  we  to  understand  the  term  ? 
Are  we  to  take  it  as  a  word  isolated  fi-om  all  its 
context?  Are  we  to  look  to  tlie  lexicographers 
for  the  meaninff  of  it  ?  Or  are  we  not  to  lake  it  in 
connection  witnthe  whole  statute,  and  as  quali- 
fied by  the  circumstances  and  provisions  of  the 
law?  Certainly,  we  are.  It  means  such  a  va- 
cancy as  the  law  makes,  and  no  more.  How  is 
that  vacancy  made  ?  Not  by  the  rightful  consti- 
tutional power  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  for  which  he  stands  responsible  to  the 
people,  but  it  is  made  under  the  authority  of  an 
act  of  Congress.  It  is  mode  in  virtue  of  an  agency 
conferred  upon  the  President  by  that  act;  and  it 
is  made  as  the  consequence  of  action  by  another 
body — a  board  of  naval  officers — just  as  much  as 
the  judgment  of  a  judge  is  founded  on  the  verdict 
of  a  jury.  The  board  are  the  jury,  and  the  Pres- 
ident is  the  appointed  a^ent  to  execute  their  ver- 
dict. That  18  his  position  in  this  case,  as  I  un- 
derstand and  comprehend  it;  and  in  that  aspect 
and  in  that  attituae  it  is  a  subject  for  cognizance 
by  the  superior  legislative  power  of  Congress. 
I  believe  that  without  touching,  much  less  en- 
croaching upon,  tlic  constitutional  power  of  the 
President,  we  can  correct  the  evil. 

But,  sir,  I  care  not  for  this.  Without  regard 
to  the  difference  between  legal  and  constitutional 
consequences,  let  us  endeavor  to  understand 
rightly  the  act  that  has  been  done,  and  the  au- 
thority under  which  it  has  been  done,  and  then 
we  shall  better  understand  the  limits  of  our  own 
power  and  authority.  However  this  may  be,  I 
am  satisfied  to  retain  whatever  of  good  has  been 
done.  All  I  wish  to  do  is  to  snatch  from  the 
burning  those  who  have  been  unjustly  condemned. 
I  am  as  anxious  as  the  Senator  from  Louisiana, 
as  anxious  as  any  one  who  feels  the  least  solicitude 
for  the  public  interests,  and  particularly  for  the 
honor  and  the  glory  of  the  Navy,  to  preserve  its 
efficiency.  I  am  willing  to  retain  every  particle 
of  good  that  has  been  clone  by  the  action  of  this 
board,  but  I  am  at  the  same  time  disposed  to  do 
justice  to  those  who  may  have  received  wrong. 

Sir,  I  do  not  look  upon  the  conseauences  to 
these  gentlemen  in  exactly  the  same  lignt  that  my 
friend  from  Louisiana  does.  He  takes  up,  for  the 
particular  illustration  of  his  ar^ment,  the  case 
of  those  old  captains  who  have  oeen  from  thirty 
to  fifty  years  in  the  service,  and  who  have  now 
crown  past  the  capacity  for  active  duly,  and  have 
been,  iiv  fact,  retired  long  ago.  If  so,  what  eood 
is  done  by  this  retirement?  He  seems  to  think 
that  il  ought  to  be  accepted  by  them  as  a  boon 
and  a  release  from  the  service,  while  they,  at  the 
same  time,  retain  all  the  emoluments  of  their  sta- 
tion. He  thinks  that,  under  such  circumstances, 
it  is  singular  that  they  should  complain.  I  sub- 
mit to  the  gentleman  whether  he  treats  them  ac- 
cording to  the  dignity  to  which  they  are  entitled, 
when  he  illustrates  their  case  by  the  ignorant 
client,  who  did  not  know  how  much  he  had  been 
injured  until  he  heard  his  lawytjr  commenting  on 
the  enormities  which  had  been  committed  upon 
him.  Is  that  dealing  fairly  with  them?  I  am 
sure  it  is  not.  I  am  sure  this  does  not  convey 
truly  the  feelings  of  that  honorable  gentleman 
towards  this  class  of  persons  who  have  been  re- 
moved from  their  positions.  Sir,  their  stations 
have  been  the  reward  for  the  labors  of  those  fifty 
years  during  w,hich  they  have  served  their  coun- 
try. We  do  not  know  how  to  appreciate  the 
feelings  of  such  men.  The  station  in  which  ho 
says  ihey  are  now  useless  is  the  glory  of  their 
lives;  to  stand  by  their  flag,  to  control  that  flag 
by  their  command — this  is  the  honor  which  they 
have  gathered  by  years  of  toil,  by  yeart  of  trouble, 


and  by  years  of  suffering.    Is  it  nothing  to  sepa- 
rate them  from  that  flag  in  this  manner? 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  Will  my  friend  allow  me 
to  ask  him  a  question  ? 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.    Certainly. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  Let  me  ask  my  friend 
from  Kentucky,  would  he  ever,  under  any  cir« 
cumstanccs,  be  in  favor  of  a  retired  list?  Can 
any  retired  list  ever  exist  in  the  Navy  without 
producing  precisely  the  results  which  he  so  elo- 
quently depicts  ? 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  As  to  that  class  of 
men,  never;  never,  sir,  unless  they  are  willing 
voluntarily  to  be  retired.  Then  there  woow 
be  no  degradation.  But  is  it  no  degradation 
to  a  warworn  old  sailor  to  say  to  him:  "You 
are  no  longer  fit  for  service;  go,  you  are  no 
longer  fit  to  bear  the  standard  of  your  country; 
go,  you  are  inefiicient — you  have  become  incom- 
petent?" Who  of  us,  giving  free  scope  to  hii 
natural  feelings,  fVeed  from  an  rigid  ideas  of  pol- 
icy, would  stand  befcn^e  old  Commodore  9iev- 
art  and  say  to  him:  **  Sir,  you  have  growTiold; 
you  are  no  longer  fit  for  anything— retire,  gite 
place  to  your  juniors  ?"  I  would  not  be  the  man 
who  would  be  willing  to  make  such  a  speech  to 
him .  Who  of  us  would  have  been  willing,  when 
General  Washinffton  was  at  the  aee  of  seventy, 
to  go  to  him  and  say:  **  Sir,  you  have  lived  oat 
your  time;  you  are  unfit  for  service?"  What 
alleviation  would  it  have  been  to  him  to  say: 
"You  shall  stay  at  home;  we  will  feed  vou  and 
pay  you,  but  you  are  good  for  nothing. 

It  IS  said  this  is  no  degradation  to  these  oflicert. 
I  heard  that  said  the  other  day  to  an  athletic,  her- 
culean-looking son  of  Pennsylvania.  **  Ah!"said 
he  to  the  genSeman  who  told  him  that  it  was  no 
disgrace  and  no  discredit,  and  that  he  need  not 
grieve  about  it  forit  left  him  his  fullpay— "  Ahl" 
said  he,  "every  heart  knows  best  its  own  griefs." 
I  have  seen,  when  some  of  these  dismissed  officers 
were  talking  about  this  question,  the  tear  trickle 
down  the  cheeks  which,  for  forty  vcars,  had  been 
exposed  to  storm  and  battle,  and  nad  never  shed 
a  tear  for  any  such  cause.  To  say  that  this  is 
no  dishonor  and  disgrace,  and  to  mark  theelll- 
ciency  of  men  by  their  bone,  by  their  them's,  and 
their  sinews,  is  a  strange  idea.  Here  isonemao 
whose  lee  is  broken,  and  I  suppose  that  is  the 
cause  of  Maury's  alleged  inefficiency.  He  is  not 
active  enough !  I  remember,  sir,  a  story  which 
I  read  in  my  boyish  days,  of  a  lame  man  who 
Wanted  to  so  to  the  battle  of  Thermopyhe.  He 
wished  to  form  one  of  that  great  chosen  band. 
They  told  him  no.  He  replied,  "Lacedaemoa 
does  not  want  soldiers  that  run  awa^"— and  he 
went.  The  want  of  legs,  therefore,  is  no  great 
excuse  to  me,  and  no  reason  why  you  should 
exclude  such  a  man. 

Sir,  is  it  ineflficiency  in  an  officer  to  be  lame- 
Sir,  Admiral  Nelson  had  lost  an  arm  in  the  pobw 
service  of  his  country.  Did  it  diminish  his  effi- 
ciency? No,  sir,  but  it  made  him  a  t*>^"^ 
times  more  efficient.  Suppose  he  had  lost  bora 
legs,  and  both  arms,  ana  was  set  up  with  only 
the  body,  and  the  face,  and  the  eye  of  the  man, 
in  the  day  of  battle,  in  the  center  of  his  snip- 
would  he  not  have  stood  there  as  the  image  of 
War,  and  the  assurance  of  victory  to  every  man 
around  him  ?  But  some  who,  measuring  hv  arras 
and  legs,  would  be  regarded  sound,  ^"  "fjj 
wrestle,  run,  or  climb,  would  be  vasdy  inefficicm 
and  out  of  place  in  such  a  position.  ^, 

But,  Mr.  President,  I  am  ffoing  utterly  wyow 
what  I  designed  to  say  in  relation  to  the  present 
subject.  Believe  me,  whatever  you  tnay  thtnK 
of  It,  these  officers— I  have  fbond  it  ^l^^' 
where — regard  this  as  a  deffradation.  So  far » 
this  degradation  has  been  brought  about  npon 
erroneous  information,  or  by  misudce,  is  «t  " 
our  duty  to  correct  it  if  we  can  ?  I  am  •*"?  tL 
is  no  one  who  will  go  further  to  correct  iitna" 
honorable  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  who  seern 
think  that  we  must  take  for  granted  tl»a'^'!" | 
is  right.  I  cast  no  imputations  on  the  "^^'rL^ 
cast  no  imputations  on  anybody  who  nft'.T^ 
concerned  in  the  executibn  of  this  law.  i^ 
been  a  painful  duty  to  perform;  I  havenoreasOT 
to  doubt  but  that  it  has  been  performed  honor- 
ably. So  far  as  I  am  acquainted  with  the  o&cen 
who  constituted  the  board,  there  *J*  "°^ 
whom  any  gentleman  could  more  ^^f  .  ^ 
with  his  life  or  his  honor.  I  am  wilUnff  w  »j 
cribc  everything  that  has  been  crroneon^  fl<^ 
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to  mistake — honest,  unintentional  mistake;  and 
if  it  can  be  now  shown  that  a  mistake  was  com- 
mitted against  a  worthy  brother  officer,  is  there 
a  member  of  the  board  who  would  not  desire, 
above  all  things,  to  restore  him,  and  redeem  him 
firom  the  wrong  which  they  themselves  erro- 
neously, and  upon  misinfonuation,  imposed  upon 
him  ?    Undoubtedly. 

I  am  willing  to  retain  all  the  ^ood,  while  at  the 
same  time  I  correct  the  injustice  as  far  as  it  is 
attainable.  That  is  all  I  desire.  Now,  it  is  pro- 
posed that  we  shall  have  a  board  of  review.  Well, 
sir,  if  that  board  be  constituted  rightly  and  proper- 
ly, so  as  to  insure  an  impartial  consideration  of 
tite  cases  submitted  to  them,  it  might  answer. 
How  is  that  to  operate  ?  My  friend  from  Louis- 
iana proposes — and  his  jusuce  will  be  satisfied 
with  nothing  less,  I  ara  sure — to  give  them  back 
their  exact  positions  in  the  Navy.  That  is  the 
only  way  to  do  justice.  How  are  you  to  do  it? 
Are  we  to  suspend  all  the  nominations  which  have 
been  or  may  oe  made  to  fill  the  places  of  the  offi- 
cers retired  or  dropped  ?  If  we  confirm  all  the 
nominations  now  m^e,  and  their  places  cure  filled 
by  successive  nominations  made  nereafter,  how 
are  you  to  put  those  officers  back  ?  Not  at  all, 
unless  you  nave  a  law  increasing  the  numbers  of 
the  respective  classes  to  which  they  are  restored. 
Again,  are  they  to  be  restored  to  the  foot  of  the 
Hat  as  now  made,  or  are  they  to  be  placed  in  their 
original,  numerical  position  on  the  Register?  I 
suppose  that,  so  far  as  military  honor  is  concerned, 
they  would  as  soon  be  dismissed  from  the  Navy 
sia  to  be  put  down  on  the  list  below  a  single  man 
to  whom  thev  were  superior.  How  can  it  be 
done  theh  ?  You  must  displace  the  men  already 
put  up,  and  they  must  be  put  down  by  placing 
tbese  men  alieaa  of  them.  Is  that  proposed?  I 
■hould  like  to  know  from  my  honorable  friend 
from  Louisiana  whether  he  seeks  to  accomplish 
that? 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  I  will  answer  my  friend 
from  Kentucky.  1  did  not  suppose  that  he  de- 
sired an  auswery  and  I  was  listening  to  him  with 
^reat  interest;  but  1  will  answer  hrni  noV  if  he 
chooses.     

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.    The  Senator  can  go  on. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  I  can  see  not  the  slightest 
difficulty  in  accomplishing  what  is  proposecT—full 
and  ample  justice  to  those  men,  whoevei*  they  may 
be,  who  may,  by  the  operation  of  a  revisory  boar  a, 
be  admitted  to  have  had  injustice  done  to  them — 
by  having  them  returned  to  their  precise  rank  in 
tlie  Navy,  just  as  they  had  it  before,  even  after  we 
shall  have  confirmed  the  officers  promoted.  If 
ire  shall  pass  a  law  by  which  we  direct  a  revisory 
board  to  take  into  consideration  the  ccuies  of  tbese 
particular  officers,  and  the  act  of  that  revisory 
Doard,  approved  by  the  President,  shall  determine 
that  A  as  captain,  B  as  commander,  and  C  as 
lieutenant,  ought  to  have  been  retained  in  the  ac- 
tive service  of  the  Navy,  and  if  we  then  provide 
by  law  that,  upon  that  finding,  thus  approved  by 
the  President,  A,  B,  and  C  shall  be  restored  to 
active  service  in  the  grades  which  they  before 
held,  they  will  unquestionably  come  in  with  such 
rank,  relative  to  the  promoted  officers,  as  they 
before  held.  By  this  course, therefore,  while  full 
justice  will  be  done  to  them,  there  will  be  a  few 
additional  officers  in  each  grade  beyond  what  the 
law  now  authorizes;  but  we  can  provide  by  law 
that,  as  those  ofiicers  die  off  or  resign,  the  vacan- 
cies shall  not  be  filled  until  the  regular  number 
ahail  once  more  be  found  in  each  grade. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  Mr.  President,  if  it 
eould  be  accomplished,  that  would  be  full  indem- 
nity so  far  as  rank  is  concerned;  but  what  are  we 
to  do,  who  think  present  injustice  has  been  done 
to  these  men  ?  We  go  on,  and  advance  others  to 
their  places,  with  the  belief  that  wrong  has  been 
dose  them.  We  appoint  a  supervisory  board. 
That  board  acts  six  or  eight  months  hence,  and 
these  officers  have  to  pass  through  all  those  con- 
tingencies before  they  come  back  to  us  again,  even 
if  you  can  get  a  revisory  law  through  both 
Houses  of  Congress.  Thus  we  shall  have  given 
up  all  other  remedies;  their  places  will  have  been 
occupied,  and  the  revisory  board  may  iail  by  the 
way.  I  confess,  then,  that  I  see  no  security  at  ail 
lor  a  remedy  in  the  mode  proposed.  If  such  a 
bill  can  be  passed,  and  that  bill  shall  constitute  a 

5 roper  tribunal,  I  would  have  no  objection  to  it. 
'here  is  not  a  man  whom  I  wish  to  see  im^Mrop* 
•dy  ratsincd  in  tha  Nai^.    I  taa  MLff  as  the 


Senator  from  New  Hampshire  said,  that  I  haye  no 
relatives,  and  but  few  acquaintances,  in  the  Navy 
of  the  U9ited  States.  I  stand  here  for  justice  to 
all  of  them,  and  that  I  will  accomplish  so  fiar  as  I 
can  do  it. 

I  had  hoped  that  another  remedy — ^more  liberal, 
more  generous,  more  direct,  and  more  effectual — 
was  still  in  the  power  of  this  Government;  and 
I  have  looked  to  the  committee  to  whom  this  in- 
teresting subject  has  been  confided  for  that  rem- 
edy. I  had  supposed  that  the  executive  depart- 
ment of  the  Gdvernment  would  voluntarily  fUr- 
nish  that  remedy.  To  lift  up  these  who  have  been 
cast  down,  and  to  restore  those  who  have  been 
unjustly  dealt  with,  would  be  an  act  of  great  grace. 
Why  should  not  the  executive  department  per- 
form that  act  of  grace,  and  through  our  commit- 
tee present  to  us  the  names  of  such  as  the  Gov- 
ernment has  become  convinced  have  been  unjustly 
retired  or  dropped  by  mistake?  Probably  the 
whole  subject  might  be  relieved  from  any  diffi- 
culty by  that  course;  but  as  for  executing  the 
law,  and  awaiting  the  prospect  of  some  future 
revision  of  the  fiul)ject,  leaving  those  whom  we 
think  have  been  dealt  with  unjustly  to  their  fate, 
under  this  future  contingent  remedy  to  be  pro- 
vided, is  putting  them  olf  a  lon^  way,  and  I  doubt 
whether  it  is  dealing  fairly  or  justly  with  them. 

I  should  be  most  happy  if  the  Executive  would 
take  upon  itself  this  gracious  office,  for  it  is  a 
tiracious  one.  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  thai  our 
President,  on  a  proper  presentation  of  the  subject, 
so  for  as  he  has  information  or  can  get  informa- 
tion, woyld  take  pleasure  in  exercising  his  power, 
and  recommending  the  restoration  of  those  offi- 
cers who  he  is  satisfied  have  been  unjustly  dealt 
with.  1  have  wished  to  see  that,  for  the  sake  of 
the  President,  as  well  as  for  the  sake  of  these 
officers, and  for  the  wisdom  of  this  proceed ir^.  I 
have  no  desire  that  we  should  plunge  hastily  or 
rashly  into  it,  or  act  hastily  or  rashly.  I  have 
wished  to  see  every  st^p  we  take  measured.  I 
should  feel  more  assurance  in  the  correction  of 
errors  here  if  our  action  was  preceded,  in  the  way 
I  have  suggested,  by  recommendations  from  the 
executive  government,  who  may  have  been  sun- 
posed  to  have  been  making  inquiries  on  this  sub- 
iect — ^who  ought  certainly  fo  make  inqujries.  I 
have  sufficient  confidence  in  the  President  to 
believe  that  he  would  take  pleasure  in  doing  so ; 
but  he  may  think  that  he  ought  not  to  take  the 
initiative;!  The  subject  is  before  Congress,  and 
he  may  suppose  Congress  should  act.  He  may 
think  that  Congress  ought  to  call  upon  him.  He 
may  say  that  he  does  not  know  that  they  desire 
his  furtner  interposition  in  the  matter.  But  upon 
a  proper  appeal  to  him,  I  cannot  doubt  that  he 
woulci  be  sensible  of  the  gracious  office  which  is 
left  for  him,  and  that  he  would  perform  it  gra- 
ciously and  manfully.  I  prefer  such  a  mode  of 
proceeding  to  the  revisory  board  which  has  been 
st^g^sted,  the  effect  of  which  I  do  not  know. 

Sir,  I  have  said  more,  perhaps,  than  I  ought  to 
have  said;  I  have  certainly  saia  all  that  I  intended 
to  say  when  I  arose.  As  to  the  resolution  imme- 
diately before  us,  I  think  there  will  be  no  division 
about  that.  It  only  asks  for  the  record  of  the 
proceedings  of  tlie  board.  Surely,  there  can  be 
no  objection  to  that.  There  have  been  many  good 
speeches  made  on  this  subject,  but  the  most  per- 
tinent and  the  best  was  that  of  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Iverson,]  who  seemed 
to  suppose  that  this  resolution  had  been  utterly 
left  out  of  the  debate,  and  tliat  we  were  discussing 
and  disputing  on  a  resolution  to  which  no  man 
had  ever  made  any  objection.  I  hope  there  will 
be  no  difficulty  in  the  passage  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  Mr.  President,  as  the  name 
of  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  Obseivatory  has 
been  alluded  to  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
New  Hampshire  and  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  I  deem  it  due  to  that  officer  to  make 
an  explanation  which  he  has  sought  at  my  hands, 
and  which  I  undertook  to  make  lor  him.  In  the 
debate  which  occurred  on  a  former  day,  in  which 
he  was  alluded  to,  I  said  that  he  had  been  relieved 
at  his  own  request  from  sea-duty  on  board  the 
frigate  Macedonian,  in  March,  1^37;  that  he  had 
been  relieved  fbom  duty  at  his  own  request  on  the 
8th  of  June,  1636;  that  in  January,  1640,  he  was 
relieved  from  sea-duty  and  leave  of  absence  grant- 
ed to  him  in  consequence  of  an  accident;  that  in 
January,  1841,  he  was  again,  at  his  own  reoueat, 
rdiaroafipoiii  iea-dttty  oaboasd  tho  fngnte  uniled 


States;  that  in  February,  1842,  l^e  applied  for 
shore-duty  at  the  Hydroeraphical  Bureau,  then 
about  to  be  established.  In  connection  with  that, 
I  remarked  that,  according  to  the  general  system 
of  our  Government,  clerkships  rise  to  bureaus  and 
bureaus  to  departments,  and  I  therefore  presumed 
he  was  at  the  head  of  the  Observatory  on  his  own 
application.  It  appears,  however,  from  Mr. 
Maury's  statement  to  me,  that  he  did  not  apply 
for  service  at  the  Observatory.  His  application 
was  for  service  at  the  Hydrographicai  Bureau. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  took  it  under  advise- 
ment. The  Hydrographicai  Bureau  was  merged 
in  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance.  He  was  not  ordered 
to  the  Observatory  at  his  own  request,  but  with- 
out his  own  request;  but  the  statement  which  1 
made  before,  of  his  being;  relieved  from  duty  at 
various  times,  is  substantially  admitted  by  him. 
I  make  this  correction  in  justice  to  him.  Let  it 
go  for  what  it  is  worth.  F'or  myself,!  do  not  see 
that  it  alters  the  statement  that  I  made  in  any 
material  respect. 

Mr.  President,  the  cose  of  this  gentleman  haa 
attracted  a  great  deal  of  the  sympathies  of  the 
Senate.  It  has  been  commented  on  to-dav  by  tho 
Senator  froin  New  Hampshire.  I  woula  not  for 
a  moment  withhold  ajust  appreciation  from  those 
of  the  Navy  who,  by  long  service  and  the  sole 
and  exclusive  pursuit  of  scientific  researches, 
have  won  for  themselves  an  honorable  name  and 
conferred  national  reputation  on  the  country;  but 
I  say,  at  the  same  time,  that  this  reputation  has 
been  acquired,  and  these  services  have  been  per- 
formed, m  the  private  walks  of  life,  in  the  peaceful 
shades  of  their  own  homes;  and  such  reputation 
and  such  services  do  not  constitute  a  claim  to 
military  command.  That  is  the  point.  The  hon- 
orable Senator  from  New  Hampshire  classifies 
the  duties  of  the  commander  of  the  Observatory 
with  those  of  a  naval  officer.  I  do  not.  1  draw  a 
broad  line  of  demarkation  between  tliera.  I  say 
that,  according  to  the  universal  acceptation  of  a 
naval  officer,  he  is  a  mariner  upon  the  great  deep. 
There  is  the  legitimate  theater  and  the  only  tlieatcr 
for  his  ambition. 

Mr.  HALE.  Allow  me  to  ask  the  Senator, 
how  does  he  classify  tlie  preparation  of  the  Nau- 
tical Almanac  ?  Is  tliat  a  naval  duty  ?  The  offi- 
cer at  Cambridge,  who  has  chai^  of  the  prepa- 
ration of  the  Nautical  Almanac,  was  promoted, 
while  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  Observatory 
here  was  degraded. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  Mr.  President,  there  ha« 
been,  as  the  Senate  well  know,  a  larger  number 
of  officers  in  the  Navy  than  can  find  legitimate 
employment  at  sea.  The  country  has  sought 
other  duties  for  them  to  perform,  and  has  there- 
fore assigned  them  to  duties  which  are  not  legiti- 
mate and  strictly  proper  for  sea  officers,  from 
this  cause,  officers  have  been  assigned  to  the  Ob- 
servatory, to  the  preparation  of  the  Nautical 
Almanac,  to  exploring  expeditions,  and  to  the 
light-house  board.  Those  who  have  been  doing 
duty  under  the  tight-house  board  have  been  doing 
what  the  inspectors  of  the  revenue  formerly  did— 
they  have  been  examining  buildings,  making 
arrangements  for  supplying  light-houses  with 
oil,  a'nd  superintending  edifices  and  buildings  for 
Li^ht-houses.  These  are  not  the  legitimate  duties 
of  sailors.  They  have  been  assigned  to  these 
duties  in  consequence  ot  the  numuer  of  super- 
numerary officers  whom  we  have  heretofore  nad 
in  the  service. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  H^entvQky  makes 
what  I  conceive  an  unhappy  allusion  to  tne  great- 
est naval  hero  that  ever  hved,and  attempts  to 
institute  a  comparison,  and  asks,  is  Lieutenant 
Maury  disabled,  with  a  broken  leg,  when  Nelson 
had  a  broken  arm,  and  had  lost  an  eye  ?  Why, 
sir,  there  is  no  comparison  between  them.  Where 
Nelson's  reputation  begins,  that  of  the  officer  in 
charge  of  the  Observatory  ceases.  Concede  to 
him,  if  you  please,  the  reputation  of  a  Herschel, 
o£^  Hassler,  of  a  Galileo;  give  him  any  civil 
reputation  you  please;  and  would  it  awak^  a 
solitary  aspuation  in  the  mind  of  a  seaman  wher- 
ever that  reputation  went?  Lord  Nelson  entered 
the.  British  service,  if  I  remember  rightly,  at  thir- 
teen years  of  age.  At  twenty -one  he  was  posted; 
and  the  whole  field  of  military  glory  lay  then 
within  his  grasp.  Before  forty  lie  fougnt  the 
battle  of  St.  Vincent  as  post  captain.  He  led  the 
boarders  on  two  occasions.  Shortly  after  this  ho 
fought  the  ha^  ^  thej^iki  a»4«  Wore  he  wai 
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forty-five,  he  fought  the  battle  of  Trafalgar.  He 
lost  his  arm,  after  he  had  acquired  reputation,  in 
a  boat  excursion. 

But,  sir,  bis  reputation  was  the  reputation  of  a 
sea  officer,  of  a  sea  conqueror;  and  the  dead  body 
of  Lord  Nelson  placed  in  any  of  Britain^ 
•*  wooden  walls,"  would  have  awakened,  like  a 
magic  charm,  the  enthusiasm  of  her  seamen 
throughout  the  world;  and  the  man  who  would 
not  have  sunk  with  her  a  hundred  fathoms  deep, 
would  not  have  been  a  type  of  his  profession. 
But,  sir,  all  the  philosophers,  mathematicians  and 
astronomers  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  placed  on 
board  of  a  vessel,  would  not  have  awakened  any 
of  those  feelings.  That  is  not  what  the  sailor 
looks  for.  When  Nelson  stepped  on  shoro  he 
was  nobody;  he  had  no  reputation  there;  he  had 
never  performed  an  act  or  uttered  a  sentiment  on 
shore  which  gave  him  the  slightest  rr^putation. 

Sir,  if  the  country  does  demand  a  Navy,  I  ask 
where  is  the  utility  of  our  excelling  in  the  con- 
struction of  ships,  and  what  is  the  use  of  con- 
structing magriincent  batteries,  unless  we  follow 
our  examination  and  scrutiny  into  the  personnel 
of  the  Navy,  and  unless  we  bring  to  the  command 
of  our  vessels  the  highest  energies  that  man  can 
possibly  possess — those  energies  which  the  pur- 
suit of  the  sea  preeminently  demands  above  all 
others?  Unless  we  do  this,  we  but  construct  our 
Hhips  and  send  them  to  sea  for  the  benefit  of  our 
enemies.  From  1792  to  1805,  the  most  brilliant 
period  in  the  navai  annals  of  Britain,  her  ships 
and  batteries  were  in  no  respect  superior  to  those 
of  her  enemy;  nor  did  her  seamen  exhibit  any 
greater  daring;  but  whenever  they  met  any  ves- 
sels of  the  enemy  they  succeeded  in  capturing 
them.  Why  was  it?  Because  of  the  greater 
adaptation  and  greater  practical  skill  of  her  naval 
heroes — her  Nelson,  her  Colling  wood,  her  Jervis, 
anda  thousand  others,  of  whom  the  French  had 
none.  Their  ability  to  command  on  the  seas  was 
not  acquired  on  shore.  The  gentleman  who  has 
been  aliuded  to  has  been  sixteen  years  on  shore. 
Sir,  the  sea  is  a  jealous  mistress,  and  she  tolerates 
no  neglect.  When  Admiral  Nelson  was  on  the 
French  coast,  he  was  for  two  years  on  board  his 
ship  without  ever  leaving  her,  except  fbr  three 
hours,  and  that  brief  absence  was  on  his  King's 
duty.    He  sought  not  employment  on  sTiore. 

Sir,  if  we  are  to  have  a  Navy,  we  must  not  con- 
tent t)urselves  with  building  magnificent  frigates 
and  appropriating  millions  of  dollars.  The  ad- 
ministration of  the  Navy  has  been  managed  with 
the  maximum  of  expense  and  the  minimum  of 
good  sense.  We  must  not  content  ourselves  with 
simply  building  batteries,  but  we  must  bring 
proper  men  to  command  them.  The  country  de- 
mands, and  will  not  be  satisfied  with  less,  that  we 
brin^  to  the  command  of  our  ships  the  highest 
naval  ability,  practical  experience,  and  indomita- 
ble will  that  man  can  command.  Otherwise,  we 
may  never  rise  to  any  distinction  as  a  naval 
Power. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky  has 
alluded  to  the  case  of  the  gallant  Commodore 
Stewart.  In  that  connection,  and  in  connection, 
also,  with  what  was  said  by  the  honorable  ^na- 
tor  from  Louisiana,  I  wish  to  state  that  the  Uom- 
mittee  on  Naval  Affairs,  in  bringing  forward  this 
bill,  examined  the  whole  subject  in  all  its  details; 
and  I  will  quote  from  the  report  made  on  that 
occasion  some  of  thQ  remarks  which  show  the 
necessity  of  reform: 

"  We  find  from  the  returns  before  us  that  out  of  sixty- 
eteht  captains  forty-two  are  waiting  orders  on  shore,  at  a 
salary  of  ^,500  per  annum,  (six  of  whom  were,  severally, 
last  at  sea  in  1816,  ^  «31,  ^  '38,  and  *39,)  making  an 
anregatc  of  $105,000. 

"  Of  ninety-eight  commanders,  (seven  of  whom  were  last, 
respectively^  at  sea  in  1815,  'SQ,  '33,  '34,  ^36,  and  >38,) 
there  are  waiting  orders  forty-two,  at  $l,oOO  per  annum, 
an  anregate  of  f  76,000. 

**  Of  three  hundred  and  twenty-six  lieatenanta,  there  are 
waiting  orders  fifty-nine,  at  $1,300,  making  an  aggregate  of 
9*0,600. 

"  Of  one  hundred  and  nhiety-eight  passed  midshipnen, 
there  are  but  eight  waiting  orders,  at  4|60O-^,800." 

I  will  read  from  another  portion  of  the  report 
to  show  to  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky 
how  the  committee  regarded  the  retired  list.  X 
may  say  here  that,  in  the  inception  of  the  bill, 
in  the  discussions  which  it  underwent  in  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Execu- 
tive, in  the  instruction  of  tne  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  ay,  sir,  in  the  deliberations  of  this  very 
board,  the  retired  list  was  regarded  as  an  honor- 


able retirement  for  officers  who  had  served  their 
country,  but  whose  ability  longer  to  serve  it  had 
ceased  from  no  fault  of  their  own.  The  com- 
mittee on  that  occasion  said : 

*<  A  Just  distinction  should  be  made  between  the  gallant 
old  seaman,  whose  soul  is  still  in  his  profession,  whOMC 
heart  beato  but  for  his  country,  bi:t  who  u  disqualified  by 
long,  faithful,  and  honorable  service,  or  disease  acquired  in 
the  active  discharge  of  his  duty,  and  the  man  who  has  uni- 
formly and  ingeniously  contrived  to  evade  his  sea  duties, 
and  devolved  them  upon  others — who  has  succeeded  by 
political  influence,  or  other  resorts  to  which  his  noble  pro  ■ 
fession  should  be  a  stranger,  in  passing  tfie  best  of  his  days 
upon  shore — the  man,  in  short,  who  is  unworthy  from  his 
own  course,  or  fVom  original  want  of  merit.  To  meet  this 
distinction,  your  committee  has  provided  two  lists,  varying 
in  pay  and  pri  ilege. 

'^  At  thin  time  we  have  sixty-eight  captains,  the  youngest 
of  whom  is  fifty-six  years  of  age  ;  ninety-seven  comman- 
ders, seventy-four  of  whom  are  between  fifty  and  fifty-five, 
and  the  youngest  of  whom  is  forty-nx ;  three  hundred  and 
twenty-seven  lieutenants,  from  thirty  to  fifty ;  one  hundred 
and  ninety-eight  passed  midshipmen,  from  twenty-one  to 
thirty-seven  years  of  aee. 

"  Your  committee,  after  careftilly  examining  the  rates  of 
promotion  in  the  several  grades,  and  the  average  age  of 
otficerH,  find  that,  under  uie  present  system,  lieutenants 
when  promoted  to  commanders  will  be  fifty-three,  and  com- 
manders when  promoted  to  captains,  seventy-four  years  of 
age." 

Now,  sir,  I  will  ask  the  Senate  and  the  coun- 
try whether,  in  the  condition  in  which  we  find 
ourselves  at  this  moment,  we  are  prepared  to 
tolerate  a  state  of  things  of  this  kind,  that  those 
only  who  are  to  command  our  ships  abroad  shall 
be  post-captains,  and  necessarily  seventy-four 
years  of  age  ?  Under  our  system  of  promotion  by 
seniority  exclusively,  without  keepmg  the  Navy 
pure  and  intact,  what  follows?  Why,  sir,  just 
m  proportion  as  the  necessity  for  procuring  the 
highest  energy,  ability,  and  will  in  a  commander 
increases,  does  the  probability  of  obtaining  im- 
becility and  infirmity  increase.  That  system 
ought  to  have  an  end,  and  the  good  sense  of  the 
country,  I  am  persuaded,  will  not  permit  its  res- 
toration. I  deny  that  the  retirement  of  the  gal- 
lant Commodore  to  whom  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Kentucky  has  alluded,  carries  with  it  any 
disgrace.  Is  it  any  disgrace  to  retire  a  gentleman 
from  active  service  who,  in  1798,  as  he  himself 
says,  left  a  lucrative  position  in  the  merchant 
service,  and  who  has  been  fifty-eight  years  in  the 
American  Navy?  li  he  fit  for  active  command, 
contending  with  the  young  post  captains  of  France 
and  England  ?  Let  me  say  here,  that  at  this  time 
England  is  inducing  her  post  captains  to  retire  at 
fifty-five  years  of  age.  She  gives  them  increased 
pay  and  rank  if  they  will  retire  at  the  age  of 
fifty-five.  Are  we  to  send  out  men  of  four-score 
years  and  ten  to  contend  with  them,  in  the  com- 
mand of  our  ships?  Then,  indeed,  the  days  of 
the  patriarchs  wul  have  returned.  Strip  the  (ques- 
tion of  all  sympathy;  look  at  the  great  national 
benefit  to  be  conferred  by  the  system  of  promo- 
tion, and  we  shall  not  go  back  and  select  captains 
for  our  most  active  commands  from  those  most 
aged. 

Is  there  any  disgrace  attached  to  those  judges 
who,  in  certain  States,  are  retired  at  a  certain  age  ? 
Surely  not.  The  presumption  is  that  they  had 
better  seek  the  quiet  walks  of  life.  Was  there 
any  disgrace  in  retiring  Commodore  Stewart, 

fivin^  him  the  highest  pay  during  his  life,  keeping 
im  in  the  position  he  then  occupied,  with  the 
sole  disqualification  of  not  being  eligible  for  fur- 
ther promotion?  As  he  was  tlie  senior  captain  in 
the  Navy,  he  had  reached  the  ultimate  step  of 
promotion,  and  that,  therefore,  was  not  an  appre- 
ciable disqualification.  Tears  or  no  tears,  I  aeny, 
looking  at  the  question  practically,  that  any 
disgrace  has  been  visited  on  any  man  by  honor- 
able retirement.  On  the  contrary,  I  say  it  is  the 
most  generous  and  most  munificent  legislation 
that  any  country  has  ever  manifested  for  its  retired 
public  servants.  The  British  retired  rear-ad- 
mirals do  not  get  as  much  pay  as  we  give  our 
retired  captains.  Increase  their  rank,  if  you 
please,  as  was  remarked  by  the  Senator  from 
Louisiana,  decorate  them  with  orders,  if  you 

S lease,  maJce  them  admirals,  if  you  choose,  but 
o  not  call  them  to  fight  your  battles  on  the  high 
seas  against  the  young,  energetic,  and  powerful 
navies  of  Europe. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  wish  to  ask  my  friend  a 
question,  as  he  seems  to  be  well  informed  on  this 
subject.  In  the  event  of  a  war  requiring  efficient 
ofilcers,  is  there  anything"  that  woulcl  circum- 
scribe or  control  the  President  in  the  selection  of 
any  ofiktr  to  taka  command  of  a  fleet  or  a  ship? 


In  other  words,  would  he  not  have  the  nAt  to 
take  the  most  distinguished  officer  in  the  Navy 
if  he  thought  proper,  to  conduct  any  operation? 
I  may  be  mistaken  in  my  supposition;  but  1  ask 
the  question  in  order  to  know  whether  it  is  not 
the  province — the  competent  province— of  Ujc 
President  to  make  a  selection  of  those  who  are 
to  fight  our  battles,  without  interfering  with  the 
right  of  others? 

Mr.  MALLORY.  That  right  undoubiedly 
exists;  but  there  is  a  disqualification  foritscxer' 
cise.  Congress  recognizes  all  ofiicera  on  the  liit 
as  competent  to  perform  all  their  duties;  there- 
fore, if  the  President  undertakes  to  select  for  (Ik 
command  of  a  fleet  a  junior  oflicerwbo  ii  not 
entitled  by  the  usage  of  the  service  to  command 
a  fleet,  over  the  heads  of  older  officers,  vho,  by 
their  grade,  are  entitled  to  that  command,  vhat 
is  the  inference  ?  It  is  certainly  dero^tory  to  ibe 
officer  who  is  thus  overslaughed  in  his  command. 
This  is  an  inference  which  should  not  be  le^ti- 
mately  drawn,  because  Congress  has  declared 
that,  m  that  event,  those  oflicers  are  entiijed  to 
command.  Why,  sir,  in  time  of  peace,  at  this 
very  moment,  if  a  command  is  given  and  an 
ofiUcer  overslaughed,  he  immediately  appeali  u> 
political  influence  to  have  the  matter  put  ri^i; 
and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  to  fall  before 

golitical  influence,  h  is  useless  to  say  that  the 
ecretary  may  correct  abuses  himself,  and  that 
he  may  put  oflicers  on  furlough.  Sir,  the  pover 
of  the  President  over  dismi^uds  and  furloughs, 
the  laws  and  usages  regulating  courts-roaitial, 
the  power  of  the  Secretary  to  enforce  obedience 
to  nis  commands,  all  existed  before  this  lav 
was  pcissed;  yet,  in  the  face  of  them  all,  abuses 
had  grown  up  to  such  a  magnitude  that  proposi- 
tions  were  brought  forward  in  both  Houses  of 
Congress— one  by  the  Senator  from  New  Hamp- 
shire himself,  the  greatest  friend,  as  he  says,  of 
the  Navy;  and  in  tnis  manner  he  manifested  his 
friendship  for  the  service— to  cancel  the  commis- 
sions of  the  Navy;  and  at  one  time  since  1  ban 
had  the  honor  of  a  seat  here,  to  such  a  dc^ 
had  abuses  in  the  Navy  arrived,  that  majonties 
of  both  the  Committees  on  Navai  Aflairs  were  ia 
favor  of  canceling  the  commissions  in  the  service. 
Millions  of  dollars  were  beinff  expended  upon 
men  who  furnished  no  equivtuent  for  it  to  the 
service.  A  retired  list  of  the  very  worst  character 
existed,  because  it  was  in  some  respects  a  retired 
list  for  crime  aa  well  as  for  imbecility  and  in- 
firmity. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  wish  to  ask  a  question  of  the 
Senator.  I  wish  to  know  if,  in  the  exercise  of  the 
power  of  the  President,  he  has  not  selected  young 
men  ?  Did  he  not  select  a  lieutenant  to  commaod 
the  great  exploring  expedition — ^Wilkes?  Did 
he  not  select  Commander  Ringgold  to  go  into  the 
northern  China  seas  ?  Did  he  not  select  youn; 
Captain  Perry  to  go  to  Japan?  Has  he  not 
usually  selected  young  officers  instead  of  old  offi- 
cers, and  has  it  made  any  difficulty? 

Mr.  MALLORY.     A  commodore  wai  first  or- 
dered to  Wilkes  *s  squadron.    Gentlemen  in  tine 
of  peace  do  not  seek  commands  of  this  kind,  be- 
cause those  commands  require  scientific  attain- 
ments, and  no  military  honor— no  military  rfory 
— is  to  be  acquired  there ;  but,  in  the  event  of  hos- 
tilities arising,  the  case  would  be  difierent.  Tb«i 
every  man  would  insist  on  his  right  to  command, 
because,  under  such  circumstances,  he  ^^^J^ 
gard  his  being  overslaughed  as  a  disgrace.   T«« 
President  has  the  right  to  overslaugh  a  man,  ana 
he  certainly  would  exercise  it  in  a  proper  case. 
But,  sir,  the  Senator  from  New  Hamp8hir«»  tf 
I  remarked  before,  introduced  a  oropiwition  to 
cancel  the  commissions  in  the  Navy,   h  '^^ 
introduced  in  the  other  House,  even,  by*^*^' 
man  of  the  Comnuttee  on  Naval  Affairs.   Wfcf 
was  this?    It  was  because,  notwithstanding  tw 
Dower  vested  in  the  Elxecutive  to  correct  the 
Navy,  abuses  had  grown  up  to  an  enormous  mag- 
nitude.    I  saw— every  man  saw  ii— that  unle^ 
the  friends  of  the  service  would  rally  a*^*?^ 
and  show  a  disposition  to  prune  it  of  itsworiWe* 
members,  it  would  fall  into  irretrievable  dis^ce, 
when  I  for  one  would  be  also  in  favor  of  cann- 
ing the  commissions,  and  rearinif  a  "^^^  *TJ 
out  of  the  shattered  fragments  of  the  old.    w  V^ 
«)ndition  of  affairs,  the  bill  under  consideration 
was  brought  forward.    Congress,  in  P*^'??_J 
intended  something  new — something  «ata»  o^J 
exist  before.  They  proceeded  on  the  presumpiw" 
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that  the  testimony  of  a  roan  *s  peers  in  any  profes- 
sion was  the  best  testimony  that  could  be  nad  of 
his  professional  standing^,  as  in  the  case  of  lawyers 
judging  of  lawyers,  seamen  of  seamen,  judges 
of  judges.  Throughout  the  earth  the  standmg 
of  a  man  among  his  peers  is  prima  facie  evidence 
of  his  true  standing;  and  upon  that  philosophy 
the  bill  was  passed.  It  was  shielded  by  all  the 
safeguards  wnich  Congress  could  throw  around 
iU  The  idea  that  members  of  the  board  have 
voted  upon  their  superiors  is  untenable.  Unless 
you  had  elected  the  fifteen  oldest  officers  in  the 
service,  and  made  old  age,  or  seniority  of  com- 
mission, the  test  for  those  serving  upon  the  board, 
you  could  not  have  framed  a  board  of  naval  offi- 
cers in  which  some  would  not  have  had  to  pass 
judgment  upon  those  above  them;  but  if  it  was 
important  to  get  the  standing  of  a  man  in  his 
profession,  you  rightfully  referred  it  to  the  Navy 
itself. 

I  am  not  surprised  that  the  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire  is  anxious  to  do  away  with  all  the 
food  the  board  has  done.  I  know  the  benevo- 
lence of  his  heart  in  this  matter;  I  know  he  thinks 
great  injustice  has  been  done;  and  he  says  he 
wishes  the  remedy  to  be  as  broad  as  the  wrong. 
He  is  willing  to  take  back  old  age  and  infirmity, 
insanity,  drunkenness,  and  imbecility  of  every 
kind,  because  tha^^would  be  as  broad  as  some  of 
the  injustice  which  has  been  done.  I  am  not 
astonished  at  that,  because  the  honorable  Senator, 
as  I  remarked  just  now,  has  heretofore  introduced 
a  proposition  to  cancel  all  the  commissions  in  the 
Navy. 

Mr.  HALE.  My  proposition  was  to  limit,  not 
to  cancel  them. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  Yes,  sir;  limit  them  to  four 
years;  but  I  see  no  distinction  in  point  of  fact 
Detween  that  and  canceling  them.  If  those  were 
his  views  then,  what  ought  they  to  be  now,  when 
the  Navy  has  shown  that  it  is  cancerous  to  the 
very  core.  After  he  had  restored  these  two  hun- 
dred and  one  men,  who  have  been  found  wanting 
and  deficient  by  their  peers,  what  then  would  be 
the  verdict  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire  on  the  condition  of  the  Navy?  Would 
it  not  furnish  him  with  two  hundred  and  one 
arguments  which  he  had  not  before  for  with- 
drawing all  those  commissions  ? 

Mr.  Fresident,  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, [Mr.. Crittenden,]  if  I  correctly  under- 
stana  his  position,  is  opposed  to  the  confirmation 
of  the  commissions  of  the  officers  promoted,  until 
an  examination  shall  be  instituted  by  some  au- 
thority in  every  case  upon  which  the  board  has 
acted.  I  will  smiply  submit  to  the  Senator,  that 
an  examination  in  order  «to  come  up  to  what  I 
imagine  he  has  in  his  mind's  eye,  would  occupy 
weeks  in  one  solitary  case.  Some  of  these  very 
men  are  in  the  East  Indies;  others  on  other  sta- 
tions; and  no  examination  in  their  cases  can  be 
had  without  their  attendance.  If  you  were  to 
constitute  a  tribunal  now  to  take  those  cases  in 
hand,  and  give  each  man  the  advantage  of  all  the 
forms  and  regulations  and  proceedings  of  a  trial 
at  the  common  law,  to  confront  witnesses,  to  have 
counsel,  to  be  heard,  it  would  be  impossible  for 
.  the  sagacity  of  this  body  to  tell  when  the  thing 
would  terminate. 

But  I  propose,  in  discussing  this  question,  to 
say  frankly  that  I  am  unwilling  to  see  injustice 
done  anywhere,  and  that  I  believe,  from  investi- 
^tion,  that  there  are  some  gentlemen  whom  the 
board  has  removed  from  the  active  service  list 
who  ou^ht  to  be  put  back.  There  are  some — I 
regard  uiem  certainly  as  very  few — and  I  regard 
the  remedy  suggested  casually  hy  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Louisiana  as  meeting  the  whole 
case  perfectly.  But,  sir,  I  certainly  must  put  for- 
ward my  earnest  objections  here  to  bringing  up 
the  case  of  Commodore  Stewart,  and  the  case  of 
the  officer  in  charge  of  the  Observatory  as  cases 
that  call  for  justice  at  the  hands  of  the  Senate. 
The  officer  in  charge  of  the  Observatory  has  ap- 
plied for  relief  from  his  duties,  and  nas  been 
relieved  at  his  own  request. 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Tennessee.    How  often? 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  have  read  the  dates  before, 
but  I  will  recapitulate  them.  He  was  relieved 
ifrom  sea-duty  on  board  the  frigate  Macedonian  in 
March,  1837.  He  asked  at  that  time,  I  think, 
for  furlough  of  a  year.  He  was  relieved  from 
duty  at  his  own  request,  June  8, 1838.  In  Jan- 
uary, 1840,  he  was  relieved  from  sea-duty,  and 


leave  of  absence  was  granted  him  in  consequence 
of  an  accident.  In  January,  1841,  he  was  relieved 
at  his  own  request  from  sea-duty  on  board  the 
frigate  United  States.  In  February,  1842,  he  ap- 
plied for  shore-duty  at  tlie  Hydrographical  Bu- 
reau. 

Now,  sir,  I  am  not  disposed  to  sit  quietly  by 
and  allow  this  case  to  be  presented  as  one  of 
hardship.  If  I  were  disposed  to  let  sympathy 
cover n  me  in  this  matter,  my  sympathies  would 
be  for  men  who  have  been  dropped  from  the  ser- 
vice altogether,  whose  families '  have  been  left 
destitute,  who  have  no  profession  to  ily  to,  and 
no  hope  for  the  future  but  to  enter  into  whatever 
employment  chance  may  throw  in  their  way.  If 
I  allowed  my  sympathies  to  control  my  judgment 
in  this  matter,  it  would  be  for  those,  and  not  for 
a  gentleman  who  has  been  relieved  from  sea-duty 
at  his  own  request,  and  fpr  the  last  sixteen  years 
has  not  put  his  foot  on  board  a  naval  ship,  and 
has  not  performed  an  hour's  sea-duty,  but  has 
uniformly  enjoyed  the  most  favorable  position, 
and  received  the  very  highest  pay  known  to  the 
American  Navy.  Sir,  1  speak  for  the  whole 
Navy;  I  speak  for  those  men  who  have  passed 
years  on  the  coast  of  Africa  amid  the  fevers  of 
that  coast,  and  who  have  brought  home  with 
them  the  seeds  of  disease  which  are  hurry iiig 
them  to  their  graves.  Those  are  the  men  for 
whom  I  am  disposed  to  exercise  my  sympathies, 
and  not  for  men  who  have  chosen  to  identify 
themselves  with  scientific  pursuits  in  the  ordi- 
nary peaceful  walks  of  life  upon  &hore. 

Sir,  we  think  of  the  seaman  as  a  mariner  on  the 
deep  to  whom  we  intrust  the  honor  of  our  flag, 
to  carry  it  abroad  on  the  high  seas;  we  never 
think  of  him  as  a  philosopher.  Mr.  Maury's 
reputation  as  a  civilian — call  it  what  you  please — 
would  never  awaken  a  throb  in  the  neart  of 
an  American  seaman.  I  acknowledge  that  Com- 
modore Stewart's  would.  I  acknowledge  that 
Stewart's  dead  body  put  on  the  Pennsylvania 
to-morrow  would  probably  render  her  impreg- 
nable and  unconquerable;  but  you  might  fill  her 
with  Maurys  ft-om  keel  to  deck,  and  tney  would 
not  awaken  a  response  in  the  seaman's  heart. 
I  consider  him  as  a  man  whom  the  country 
has  delighted  to  honor;  and  I  am  not  disposed 
to  withhold  just  commendation  from  any  man, 
naval  or  otherwise,  who  in  scientific  pursuits  has 
sought  reputation,  and  conferred  honor  upon  the 
country;  but  I  deny  that  that  is  the  kind  of  rep- 
utation, or  the  kind  of  service,  which  conveys 
any  right  to  military  command.  I  deny  that  any 
country  on  earth  has  ever  honored  her  scientific 
men  with  miUtary. commands.  As  I  remarked 
before,  the  greatest  naval  heroes  are  those  who 
know  least  of  shore;  they  are  never  on  shore  but 
they  desire  to  go  to  sea. 

Now,  sir,  in  saying  this,  I  beg  leave  to  be  un- 
derstood as  conceding  fully  to  Lieutenant  Maury 
everything  which  his  warmest  friends  would  ask 
for  him.  He  has  conferred  honor  on  his  country. 
At  this  time,  however.  Great  Britain  has  fifteen 
thousand  guns  afloat;  she  has  more  than  five  hun- 
dred ships,  the  most  efficient  that  ever  sailed  upon 
the  oceeui;  she  is  inducing  her  captains  to  retire 
into  privacy  at  the  age  of  fifty-nve;  and  she  is 
manning  all  her  ships  with  young  and  energetic 
men,  and  bringing  to  that  work  all  the  talent  and 
power  and  energy  that  man  is  capable  of  pro- 
ducing; and  these  are  the  ships,  these  the  men, 
with  whom  our  country,  in  any  naval  contest, 
would  have  to  contend.  Will  you  put  vour  bat- 
teries in  charge  of  scientific  men  wno  nave  not 
been  on  board  a  ship  for  sixteen  years  to  meet 
them  ?  Will  you  put  them  in  charge  of  men  over 
eighty  years  of  age  to  meet  them  ?  Sir,  if  you 
do,  I  say  here  that  the  common  sense  of  the  coun- 
try would  not  bear  you  out,  because  no  man  in 
his  private  capacity  would  thus  intrust  his  prop- 
erty to  men  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  been  drawn  into  saying 
thus  much,  not  because  I  wished  to  discuss  the 
subject  now,  but  in  conseauence  of  the  remarks 
of  my  friend  from  Kentucxy  in  relation  to  Com- 
modore Stewart,  and  of  the  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire  in  relation  to  Mr.  Maury.  I  am  per- 
fecUy  frank  in  saying  that  I  do  not  regard  either  of 
these  cases  to  be  such  as  the  Senate  will  be  called 
upon,  when  they  examine  them  dispassionately, 
to  alter;  but  I  will  say  here,  that  I  do  desire  to 
see  a  remedy  opened,  and  I  hope  to  bring  in  a 
proposition  which  will  receive  tne  assent  of  the 


Senate  to  open  fairly  and  fully  a  remedy  to  every 
officer  who  fancies  that  he  has  been  aggrievea, 
and  particularly  to  those  who  have  been  dropped,*^ 
because  their  cases  are  the  hardest,  where  they 
can  go  to  meet  any  allegations  or  charges  on 
which  they  have  been  dropped — meet  them  fairly, 
and  show  their  efficiency;  that  is,  without  tne 
slightest  difficulty.  We  can  enlarge  these  grades 
of  captains,  commanders,  lieutenants,  masters, 
and  passed  midshipmen;  and  at  the  very  instant 
that  these  cases  are  taken  up,  by  seniority,  if 
you  please,  and  a  man  is  found  emcient,  he  can 
be  put  back  into  his  original  position,  with  all 
the  accumulated  rank  which  he  will  have  acquired 
by  the  action  of  the  board,  and  you  can  give  him 
his  back  pay. 

Then  ao  not  promote  ftirther  imtil  the  gradei 
come  back  to  their  present  standing:  captains  68, 
commanders  98,  lieutenants  325.  This  will  only 
involve  a  small  extra  expense.  It  is  a  mere  ques- 
tion of  dollars  and  cents.  This  remedy,  I  think, 
will  reach  the  whole  case;  and  after  this,  no  man 
can  complain  that  injustice  has  been  done  to  him. 
I  will  say  here  that,  when  that  is  done,  and  whei^ 
the  facts  come  to  be  known,  the  Senate  will  con- 
cur with  me  that  a  most  extraordinary  pressure 
has  bee'n  brought  to  bear  to  awaken  the  sympa- 
thies of  the  country  on  this  subject  by  many  men 
— I  will  not  say  all,  because  I  know  of  some  who 
are  honorable  gentlemen,  and  who  ought  to  be  re- 
stored— but  by  many  who  have  no  claims  on  the 
country  or  the  sympathies  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  Mr.  President,  I  would  bring 
back  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  question 
before  them — the  resolution  of  the  Senator  from 
Tennessee.  This  is  the  road,  the  only  road,  to 
a  rightful  remedy  for  the  wrongs  which  nave  been 
complained  of.  The  true  issue  has  been  evaded 
in  this  discussion.  The  complaint  made  by  the 
sixty-eight  naval  officers  who  have  sent  their 
petitions  to  the  Senate  is  not  against  the  law, 
out  a^nst  the  execution  of  the  law  of  1855, 
establishing  the  navy  board.  In  this  lies  the 
whole  difficulty.  The  honorable  Senator  from 
Louisiana  bestowed  a  well-deserved  compliment, 
a  very  beautiful  eulogy,  upon  the  objects  of  the 
Legislature  in  passing  this  law.  These  objects 
were  noble  and  generous,  but  the  complainants 
affirm  that  their  objects  have  been  defeated,  the 
objects  of  the  law  perverted,  and  that,  contrary 
to  its  true  meaning  and  intent,  those  charged 
with  its  execution  have  committed  against  them 
great  wrongs;  that  powers  have  been  usurped 
and  exercised  by  this  board  not  granted  by  the 
law,  and  by  which  exercise  they  have  been  tried, 
condemnea,  and  punished,  without  a  hearing,  for 
causes  over  which  this  board  had  no  rightful 
jurisdiction.  I  think  they  make  a  sufficient 
vrima  facie  case  to  be  entitled  to  a  further  andftiU 
nearing,  and  upon  this  investigation  I  wish  the 
Senate  to  enter. 

I  am  glad  to  observe  the  improyed  tone  of  the 
defenders  of  the  action  of  the  board  within  the  last 
two  weeks.  When  this  discussion  opened,  it  was 
boldly  said  we  had  no  remedy,  whatever  wrong 
may  nave  been  conmitted;  that  the  action  of  the 
board  was  law;  that  it  must  be  sustained,  what- 
ever consemiences  mi^ht  befall  the  victims  of  its 
injustice.  Now,  this  injustice, it  is  said,  may  be 
remedied — its  victims  relieved ;  and  there  is  a  way 
to  do  this,  but  at  the  expense  of  the  public.  Stiu 
preserving  the  action  of  the  board,  they  would  cor- 
rect the  wrongs  done  by  the  board,  by  simply  sad- 
dling the  country  with  a  large  list  of  officers  who 
are  not  necessary  to  the  service,  but  by  increasing 
the  already  overburdened  naval  lists.  This  is  no 
remedy;  it  is  an  additional  evil  to  the  coimtry  and 
the  naval  service,  without  benefiting  the  injured 
parties.  This  would  be  creating  difficulties  where 
there  are  none.  If  the  act  of  1855  has  been.fairly 
and  properly  executed,  there  is  no  wrong  done. 
If  it  has  not — if  the  board,  as  alleged,  has  as- 
sumed powers  not  conferred  on  them  by  the  law, 
exceeded  the  authority  conferred  upon  them — 
their  proceedings  are  void,  at  least  to  the  whole 
extent  of  that  excess.  To  ascertain  these  facts, 
the  first  thing  to  be  done  is  to  inquire  what  have 
they  done  and  how  have  they  done  it.  These,  the 
controlling  points  of  the  case,  my  friend  from 
Louisiana  disposes  of  by  a  very  convenient  mode 
of  reasoning.  I  do  not  think  I  can  give  it  any 
other  compliment.  He  assumes,  takes  tor  granted, 
the  very  questions,  the  only  questions,  in  contro- 
versy.   He  asserts  that  these  oncers  haxB  oeev 
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placed  in  their  preieitt  portion  by  the  lav,  and 
an  executed  law.  This  position  ia  the  one  in  con- 
troversy, and  can  only  be  true  if  it  was  done  ac- 
eottlin^  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  in  question. 

I  held  on  a  former  occasion,  and  hold  now,  that 
this  law  has  not  been  executed;  that  it  haft  been 
violated;  and  that  the  whole  proceedings  of  this 
board  are  consequently  null  and  void.  These  pro- 
testing officers  stand  on  this  ^und— ask  an  in- 
vestigation of  the  facts.  This  Investigation  will 
lead  to  the  correction  of  all  errors  and  abuses, 
and  secure  to  such  of  the  officers  who  have  been 
properly  retired  the  full  benefit  6f  the  munificent 
{provision  made  for  them  by  the  act,  and  restore 
the  injured  to  their  lost  rights.  It  is  a  mistake 
to  suppose,  as  the  Senator  from  Louisiana  does, 
that  to  restore  the  injured  officers  would  be  a 
■wrong  and  a  degradation  to  those  bfficers  who 
have  been  promoted  by  the  wrongful  action  of 
this  boiiM.  They  have  no  promotion  until  we 
/'advite  afid  consent*'  to  it,  and  no  officer  is 
"worthy  to  wear  the  nav^l  uniform  of  his  country 
who  would  desire  to  reteiin  promotion  at  the  cost 
of  injustice  to  his  brother  officers.  The  disgrace 
would  not  be  in  securing  such  promotion,  but  in 
retaining  it.  Therefore,  this  investigation,  if  we 
succeed  in  righting  the  wrongs  of  the  aggrieved, 
Jvill  injure  no  man,  either  in  the  Navy  or  out  of 
St.  ^  We  will  thereby  secure  all  the  advantages 
^hich  the  Le^slature  intended  to  obtain  by  the 
law,  and  get  rid  of  the  evils  of  its  execution. 

This  resolution  is  the  first  step  in  ascertaining 
whether  none  but  the  really  inefficient  and  mer- 
itorious officers  have  been  placed  on  the  retired 
li^t,  and  none  others;  and  whether  the  really  in- 
efficient and  unworthy,  and  they  alone  have  been 
dropped  from  the  scrvife.  When  this  law  was 
introduced,  it  was  accompanied  by  a  report  from 
the  Naval  Committee;  tnat  report  argued  the 
case,  and  proposed  to  explain  its  objects  and  in- 
tention and  efiects.  To  induce  the  Senate  to  pciss 
this  bill,  this  committee  reported  to  us,  *'that 
the  action  of  this  board,  with  all  the  information 
and  testimony  which  the  Navy  Department  and 
the  Secretary  can  afford,  before  it,  and  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Secretary,  is  still  subject  to 
the  approval  or  disaoproval  of  the  President^  and 
to  a  certain  extent  of  the  Senate  qfthe  United  States.^* 
1  desire  to  be  informed  by  the  chairman  of  that 
committee  what  this  meant;  was  it  delusive  or 
was  it  real  ? 

Mr.  MALLORY.  Does  the  Senator  intend 
to  ask  what  control  the  Senate  oould  exercise 
over  it  ? 

Mr.  TOOMBS.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  foresaw  that,  whenever 
officers  were  removed,  whether  wrongfully  dr 
rightfully,  there  would  follow  complaints;  it  is 
always  so.  The  wrong  does  not  constitute  the 
cause  of  complaint,  but  the  removal  does.  I 
knew  they  would  appeal  to  the  Senate,  and  I 
Icnew  they  would  fiha  in  this  body  many  gen- 
tiemen  who  would  take  up  their  complaints  and 
l>ring  them  before  the  Senate  and  the  country. 
So  far  as  the  President  was  concerned,  I  did  be- 
lieve it  was  his  duty  to  examine.  Approbation 
(iould  only  be  founded  on  reexamination.  I  be- 
lieved he  would  do  it,  and  I  believe  h^'has  done  it. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  But  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee admitted  a  rightful  authority  in  the  Senate, 
as  much  as  it  did  a  rightfVil  authority  in  the  Pres- 
ident, to  approve  or  disapprove  Uie  action  this  of 
board. 

The  £;entleman  says  that  he  supposed  Senators 
would  near  the  complaints  of  tnose  who  mig^ht 
suffer  by  the  action  of  this  board.  I  thank  God 
that  such  is  the  truth,  and  that  there  can  be  no 
injustice  done  to  a  great  body  of  faithful  public 
servants  in  this  country,  when  there  will  not  be 
found  willing  ears  to  hear  and  redress  it  in  the 
American  Senate.  It  will  be  the  case  as  long  as 
they  love  justice.  But  the  report  of  this  com- 
mittee admitted  a  right  in  this  body  to  give  a 
temedy  for  the  wrong;  but  when  the  act  is  con- 
summated— when  they  have  proceeded  in  a  mode 
which  it  is  as  clear  ka  the  noonday's  sun,  was 
in  viblation  of  that  law — when  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  has  misconstrued  it  and  enlarged  the 
powers  of  the  board,  contrary  to  the  intention 
of  the  act — when  the  President  has  approved  and 
aflirmed  this  error — and  the  sufferers  come  here 
"With  complaints,  it  is  said  they  are  remediless. 
That  is  the  position  of  the  Naval  Committee .  I  say 
'their  ptfBition  to-day  is  not  sacn  as  it  was  when 


they  came  to  the  Senate  and  urged  its  passage  by 
this  body.  The  chars^  is  marked,  significant, 
and  wholly  irreconcilable  with  the  report. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  My  fViend  from  Cteoreia 
will  excuse  me  for  interrupting  him;  but  if  he 
designs  to  state  that  I  have  ever  said  they  were 
remediless,  I  must  tell  him  that  I  certainly  do  not 
assume  that  ground.  On  the  contrary,  it  will  be 
my  pleasure  and  my  duty  to  bring  in  a  remedy. 
I  am  engaged  on  that  very  service.  I  do  not  think 
I  have  ever  assumed  -that  th6re  was  no  remedy 
fbr  any  Wrong  that  has  been  done.  I  trust  that 
wherever  there  is  a  wrong  there  is  a  remedy. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  That  is  not  either  the  remedy 
or  the  point  on  which  I  am  speaking.  I  called 
the  attention  of  the  Senator  to  the  fact,  that  the 
Naval  Committee  told  us,  in  their  report,  that  the 
action  of  this  board  would  be  subject,  "  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  **  to  the  approval  of  the  Senate  to  give 
it  validity.  I  desired  to  know  to  what  "extent," 
and  in  what  manner,  if  not  in  the  manner  now 
proposed,  are  we  to  be  called  on  to  "  carefully  ** 
reaa  over  the  names  on  the  list  furnished  us?  Is 
that  the  safety-ffuard  to  the  sufferers  heralded  in 
this  report  ?  Whatever  else  it  might  mean,  it  did 
not  mean  the  proposed  legislation,  or  any  other 
legislation  by  Congress.  Congress,  I  presume, 
knew  it  might  pass  laws  on  any  subject  com- 
mitted to  them  by  the  Constitution.  "We  were 
told  that  this  law,  now  under  review,  had  to  be 
approved  by  the  Sresident,  and,  •*  to  some  ex- 
tent,** by  the  Senate,  before  it  could  do  its  work. 
Now,  sir,  I  wiU  show  that  all  of  these  securities 
have  been  taken  away,  were  worthless,  unless 
here,  in  the  last  resort,  we  are  firm  enough  to  do 
our  duty,  and  interpose  our  arm  to  give  these 
officers  that  protection  to  which  they  are  entitled, 
and  which  mey  have  not  yet  received — ^to  which 
they  are  entitled  by  the  usages  of  all  nations  and 
of  all  ages — the  rights  of  men  charged  with  crimes 
ought  to  be  heard  and  confVonted  with  witnesses' 
and  accusers  before  condemnation. 

Congress  never  intended  to  make  such  a  tribu- 
nal as  these  officers  have  constituted  themselves. 
They  are  arraigned  for  constituting  themselves  a 
secret  tribunal,  usurping  the  right  to  inquire  into 
offenses,  and  by  Secret  evidence — by  false  evidence 
some  of  the  memorials  say-^without  a  hearing, 
contrary  to  tne  usages  of  civilized  or  savage  man, 
putting  their  fellow  officers  on  trial  for  hifirn  crimes 
and  misdemeanors,  and  condemning  and  execut- 
ing them  unheard.  No  man,  so  far  as  I  have 
looked  at  the  subject,  advocated  such  a  power 
under  this  law;  and  I  am  sure  that  the  committee 
who  presented  it  to  this  body  never  intimated  that 
they  were  conferring  such  a  power  on  such  a 
body.  When  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  gives 
his  lecture  to  this  board,  he  tells  them  you  are  an 
advisory  board .  This  idea  seemed  to  have  origin- 
ated there.  Then  it  was  first  heard  of.  It  was 
enforced  the  other  day  by  my  friend  from  Louis- 
iana. But  when  the  Secretary  presents  to  the 
President  the  action  of  this  board  for  his  appro- 
bation, he  then  calls  it  a  "judgment,**  a  **  nnd- 
ing '  *-*not  an  advisory  board .  Hear  the  language 
of  Mr.  Dobbin  on  this  subject: 

"  8ome  modej  then,  was  to  be  adopted,  sad  some  pertona 
selected  to  *  examine '  and  make  a  <  finding  *  of  not  only 
the  incompetent,  but  also  of  tbose  who  had  become  so  A?om 
caused  for  which  they  were  to  *  blame.'  The  law  on  this 
point  ipeaks  plainly  and  dii^tincUy.  It  docs  not  impose  this 
task  upon,  or  intrust  this  delicate  duty  to,  tl>e  Secretary  of 
ihe  Navy,  or  even  the  President.  It  does,  however,  pro- 
vide that  the  fer$on$  who  are  to  perform  this  work  shall  be 
fifteen  *  naval  officers,'  to  consittt  of  five  captains,  five 
commanders,  and  five  lieutenants,  ordered  by  the  Presi- 

dent.»» 

The  Secretary  enters  upon  a  labored  argument 
to  prove  to  the  rresident  that  he  had  no  power 
over  this  "judgment,"  this  "finding"  of  the 
board ,  except  to  approve  it.  Having  approved  it 
himself,  although  he  would  not "  have  formed  the 
same  judgment,  he  advises  the  President  to  do 
tlie  same  thing."  The  President,  too, "  carefully 
excunined  ana  deliberately  considered  the  list  qf 
names  presented^  (for  he  had  nothing  else.)  and  ap- 
proves the  "  finding  "  of  the  board.  And  now, 
It  seems,  we,  too,  are  called  on  to  approve  this  list 
of  the  proscribed,  "after  carefully  examining" 
the  same,  with  no  more  evidence  than  that  upon 
which  the  President  and  Secretary  acted.  But 
this  "  finding  "  and  "judgment  "  of  the  board 
suddenly  changes  its  whole  character.  It  is  ne- 
cessary to  shield  it  from  utter  condemnation;  it 
cannot  stand  as  a  "judgment,"  as  a  "  finding," 
ttnd  it  forthwith  ift  transformed  into  "advice.'' 


Well,  it  was  bad  advice,  and  has  worked  the 
same  wrong  and  injustice  as  a  bad  judgment 
and  I  insist  on  its  review.  It  is  said  not  t(>  be  a 
court,  a  tribunal,  because  the  President  was  not 
bound  by  its  decision;  neither  is  he  by  a  court- 
martial;  out  it  is  a  court,  a  court  established  by 
law;  although  its  judgments,  like  this  tribanai, 
are  without  force  until  approved  by  the  Prwident 
But  this  law  required  that  the  action  of  this  boari 
should  be  reviewed  and  approved  by  the  Prwi- 
dent  before  it  could  have  any  validity.  It  could 
not  be  reviewed  without  it  had  kept  a  record  of 
the  facts  upon  which  its  action  was  based;  thef^ 
fore  it  was  inchoate,  incomplete,  and  void. 

How  was  it  possible  to  execute  this  law  to  ^ 
it  any  validity  without  such  record  ?  Neithertie 
Secretary  nor  the  President  could  tell  whether  it 
was  right  or  wrong  in  any  case  whatever,  unlea 
they  knew  the  fhcts  upon  which  it  was  based. 
Was  it  ever  heard  of,  under  the  canopy  of 
heaven,  that  one  tribunal  was  bound  byWto 
review  the  judgments  of  another  tribunal,  and  yet 
were  excludea  from  all  knowledge,  either  of  the 

Principles  or  evidence  upon  which  the  tribunal  to 
B  reviewed  acted  ?  Such  a  position  is  an  insult  lo 
our  understandings,  and  yet  to  this  posiu'on  are 
the  defenders  of  the  action  of  this  board  driTen. 
They  strike  out  by  construction  this  essence  of 
the  act,  and  then  turn  upon  us,  «rith  their  inchoate, 
shapeless  bantling,  and  tell  us.  Behold  the  lav! 
We  are  now  told,  you  empowered  this  board  not 
only  to  examine  into  the  efliicienc^of  the  officen 
of  your  Navy  to  do  all  "  their  duties,  both  ashore 
ana  afloat,"  out  to  try  them  secretly  for  offenses, 
crimes,  violations  of  the  Maine  law,  or  any  other 
thin^  which  suited  the  fancy  of  the  board,  andto 
dismiss  at  pleasure  whom  it  pleased,  without  mic- 
tion and  witliout  investigation.  I  deny  it— I  will 
resist  it  by  vote  and  speech. 

I  stand  here  to-day,  not  only  to  do  these  peti- 
tioners justice,  but  to  defend  a  great  and  sacred" 
principle  of  human  justice.  It  is  older  than  time; 
It  is  Heaven-bom;  recognized  of  all  nations; 
plead  by  the  Apostle  Paul  against  the  injustice 
of  his  judges.  He  declared  it  was  tiot  the  man- 
ner of  the  Romans  to  condemn  any  man  unltw 
he  was  brought  face  to  face  to  his  accusers.  Sir, 
it  is  a  principle  engrafted  at  Runnymede  into  the 
charter  of  British  liberties;  again  and  again  af- 
firmed and  defended  by  our  remote  ancestors; 
euCTafted  on  all  of  our  constitutions  and  bills  of 
rights,  and  is  part  and  parcel  of  every  livinj, 
breathing,  American  fVeeman.  These  riehts  I d^ 
mand  for  these  petitioners  to-day;  and  they  shall 
have  them,  {applause  in  the  gaflerios;]  tlieyare 
the  rights  wlucn  this  l&w  gives  them— (he  n^ts 
you  fairly  promised  them ,  and  which  you  promi^^ 
their  rulers  as  inducements  to  the  passage  of  this 
law,  and  you  have  no  right  to  withhold  them. 
Give  me  the  record — the  law,  universal  justi« 
demands  it;  give  mo  the  record — even  the  Inqui- 
sition, the  worst  tribunal  which  ever  disgffc^ 
humanity,  brought  its  victims  fhce  to  face  with 
their  accusers.  This  board  is  charged  with  8^ 
cretly  accusing  its  victims,  with  secretly  seeldDg 
testimony — no,  not  testimony,  for  these  adminis- 
tered not  even  an^oath  to  protect  their  brotherv- 
with  secretly  seeking  informers  to  blast  the  fair 
fame  of  their  brother  officers,  and  then  with  con- 
cealing from  them  the  nature  of  their  alleged 
crimes,  and  the  witnesses  by  whom  they  v^J* 
supported.  Such  are  the  charges  made  by  the 
memorialist.  What  does  this  resolution  propo« 
to  do .'  To  imitate  their  justice,  and  try  them  to 
unheard .>  No;  justice  forbid!  It  simply propofJs 
to  require  them  to  disclo%  these  facts,  and  p^ 
us  the  principles  and  the  evidence  ujpon  whicJi 
their  judgments  are  founded,  and  defend  them- 
selves a^inst  these  open  accusations  and  accti- 
sers,  and  restore  themselves  to  the  conMence  oi 
the  country.  A  response  to  this  demand  has  nov 
become  as  necessary  to  the  board  as  to  anyofficc' 
whom  they  have  cashiered. 

The  chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee  seeiM 
to  expect  to  avoid  these  demands  by  g?T*"S  Ijj 
what  he  deems  excellent  reasons  for  rciirtng  o" 
captains,  and  amuses  us  with  the  c^P'^"j^, 
youn^  heroes.  It  seems,  from  his  acconn^  tna 
we  had  many  more  captains  than  we  "*^jj"2 
use  for.  Many  of  them  were  old— had  seen  nam 
service— some  of  them  disabled  bya|e,andotwr» 
honorable  wounds  won  in  the  defense  of  tf"; 
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country.     He  deems  it  expedient,  as  tne 
nothing  fbr  so  many  old  cAptaini  to  ^t  ^ 
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the  matter  by  adding  thirty-odd  young  and  vigor- 
ous commaniders  to  the  list,  in  order,  I  suppose, 
to  help  them  to  do  nothing.  This  seems  to  me 
to  be  the  result;  turning  out  the  old  Teteran  cap- 
tains does  not  give  us  any  more  ships — therefore 
no  more  commands.  It  seems  we  hod  above  thir- 
ty captains  efficient  to  do  all  their  duties  '*  afloat 
and  ashore,"  these  are  about  three  times  as  many 
as  we  can  employ  afloat.  I  do  not,  therefore, 
very  clearly  see  how  the  matter  is  to  be  mended 
by  adding  forty  vigorous  young  commanders  to 
the  list.  But  he  tells  us  tnat,  under  the  present 
organization,  it  is  not  probable  that  you  can  get  a 
captain  until  he  is  at  least  seventy-four.  Here 
lies,  I  fear,  the  true  difficulty  in  tlie  case — nn  im- 

gatienee  for  promotion.    Stewart  and  Jones  and 
mith  and  other  distinguished  officers,  who  have 
won  honor  at  the  cannon's  mouth,  and  give  glory 
and  honor  to  the  Navy  and  the  country,  are  to 
be  set  aside,  not  because  there  is  work  to  be  done 
for  which  they  are  unfit,  but  because  younger 
officers  want  their  commissions.    Death  aeals  too 
^tly  by  the  gallant  old  tars,  and  a  Navy  board 
IS  invented  to  chide  his  tardiness.    The  whole 
Bcheme  works  wrong  and  injustice  to  gallant  men, 
and  does  injury,  and  not  good,  to  the  public  ser- 
vice.    We  are  now  reaping  the  first  installment 
of  its  fruits — strifes,  discords,  and  demoralization . 
I  can  tell  the  gentleman  another  thing.    Sea 
ser\'ice  was  not  the  rule,  either  of  retaining  or 
excluding  officers  from  the  Navy;  if  it  had  been, 
some  of  Uie  officers  on  the  board  would  have  had 
to  give  up  their  places  to  some  of  those  whom 
they  excluded.    There  seems  to  have  been  no 
rule  but  the  pleasure  of  the  board.     If  the  rule 
had  been  laid  down,  that  the  home  of  the  officer 
should  be  **  on  the  mountain  wave,'*  you  would 
have  made  an  inconvenient  test  for  some  of  the 
judges  themselves. 

Gentlemen  say  there  is  no  dishonor  attached 
to  retirement.  Well,  sir,  I  admit  that  the  retire- 
ment of  a  man  really  inefficient — as  the  law  in- 
tended— is  not  dishonorable,  but  it  is  honorable 
to  him  and  to  the  country.  But,  sir,  to  retire  one 
efficient  officer  is  dishonorable.  That  is  the  very 
question  we  have  before  the  Senate.  Grentlemen 
cannot  escape  it.  They  confine  their  arguments 
to  those  who  have  been  retired  for  incompetency. 
No  one  complains  of  those  cases. 

Sir,  ve  are  told  that  virc  have  the  sympathy  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  eases  of  injustice. 
Let  me  tell  gentlemen  that  the  sympathy  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  is  not  what  those  nfty  men 
who  have  been  stricken  from  the  Navy  desire. 
They  do  not  want  sympathy.  They  demand  the 
justice  of  their  country ;  and  I  stand  here  this  day 
to  require  it,  and  1  wiU  continue  to  demand  it  as 
long  as  I  htire  the  constitutional  right  to  do  so  on 
this  floor.  We  have  a  list  of  over  fifty  officers 
who  have  been  stricken  from  the  Navy  on  the 
allegation  that  they  arc  inefficient,  and  that  their 
inefficiency  has  resulted  from  their  misfortunes, 
perhaps  their  Ikult,  perhaps  their  crimes.  Ac- 
conling  to  an  interpolation  of  the  law  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  some  of  them  may  have 
been  dismissed  for  moral  incompetency.  Rumor 
a^ravates  the  suflcrings  of  these  men.  It  may  be 
aaid  one  man  has  been  stricken  ofif  for  smuj?glmg, 
another  for  theft,*  another  for  some  other  infamous 
crinae,  and  the  members  of  this  board,  except 
two  or  three  of  them,  steadily  refVise  to  give  to 
these  men  a  reason  why  any  of  them  have  been 
stricken  off.  The  innocent  arc  confounded  with 
the  guilty.  When  an  honorable  man  comes  and 
asks  to  know  the  reason  why  he  has  been  dis- 
missed, that  his  character  may  not  suffer  from 
suspicion,  no  reply  is  made  to  mm,  and  he  is  left 
to  suffer  under  tnis  indiscriminate  condemna- 
tion. 

,  We  have  had  promises  of  reasons  from  time  to 

^e,  but  now  1  demand  that  this  board  shall 

■peak.    I  say  that  any  man  who  is  put  into  a 

<^rowd  of  supposed  convicts  and  criminals  has  a 

^^t  to  have  himself  exempted,  if  his  conduct 

'ieserves  it.    I  charge  this  board  with  being  the 

^thors  of  this  insufiferable  wronf .    They  alone 

*^n  remedy  it.    They  ought  to  tell  them  the  rea- 

*<>ns,  in  every  case  aemanded,  at  every  hazard. 

father  than  put  those  honorable  men,  who  have 

Jtiught  under  the  flag  of  my  country,  and  won 

'^tinor  for  themselves  and  for  the  Union,  into  this 

^^^ass  of  criminals  and  convicts — rather  than  do 

^is  deed,  so  revolting  to  honor,  justice,  and  hu- 

*^toity,  I  would  prefer  to  sec  every  ship  in  your 


Navy  towed  out  into  the  broad  Atlantic,  and, 
with  their  flags  nailed  to  their  masts,  and  with 
every  sail  set,  given  **  to  the  god  of  winds,  the 
lightning,  and  gale."  [Applause  in  the  galle- 
ries.] 

I  demand  for  these  men  that  you  will  tell  the 
reason  why  they  have  been  dismissed.  The  res- 
olution before  the  Senate  demands  of  that  board 
to  tell  the  reason.  It  is  the  right  of  those  officers 
to  ask  it.  It  is  our  right  to  require  it.  It  is  the 
duty  of  the  board  to  tell  it..  It  is  due  to  justice. 
It  must  come — it  will  come.  The  voice  of  justice 
of  this  great  people  will  so  ring  in  the  ears  of  those 
who  would  cover  up  this  mighty  wrong,  that  they 
will  burst  open  the  doors  of  tne  dark  chambers 
in  which  have  been  immolated  the  honor  of  some 
of  the  bravest  and  best  men  in  the  Republic. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  1  understand  from  my  friend 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Maij^]  that  he  wishes  an 
executive  session.    Am  i  right  in  that? 

Mr.  MASON.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  It  is  my  purpose  to  submit 
a  few  remarks — not  many^-on  this  subject,  to 
which,  perhaps,  I  am  related  in  a  way  which 
imooses  it  upon  me  as  a  duty,  which  I  shall 
enaeavor  to  discharge;  though  I  must  say  that 
I  have  been  so  far  anticipated  by  some  of  my 
friends  who  have  preceded  me,  that  I  shall  avail 
myself  very  freely  of  the  arguments  which  have 
been  used  before.  However,  as  I  have  had  com- 
mitted to  me  memorials  of  respectable  constitu- 
ents and  friends,  I  should  not  do  my  duty  to 
myself  or  them  if  I  were  not  to  say  something  on 
the  subject.  I  therefore  ask  that  it  be  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  agreed  to. 
EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MASON,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  executive  business; 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  doors 
were  reopened,  and  the  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday,  February  13, 1856. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.  Prayer 
by  Rev.  Mr.  Ritchie. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved . 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  business  first 
in  order  to  be  the  election  of  public  printer. 
WITHDRAWAL  OF  A  PAPER. 

Mr.  BROOM.  I  ask  the  consent  of  the  House 
to  withdraw  from  the  files  of  the  House  the  peti- 
tion and  papers  in  the  case  of  Elizabeth  Mont- 
gomery, for  the  purpose  of  having  them  presented 
at  the  Court  of  Claims. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  would  inquire  what  is  the 
nature  of  that  petition  ?    Is  it  a  money  claim  i 

Mr.  BROOM.  It  is  a  money  claim;  it  is  for 
property  taken  during  the  revolutionary  weir. 

Mr.  HAVEN.    Then  I  have  no  objection. 

There  being  no  objection,  leave  was  accord- 
ingly granted. 

RETURN  OF   PAPERS    FROM   THE  C0I7RT  OF 

CLAIMS. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  We  a  reso- 
lution to  which,  I  presume,  there  will  be  no  ob- 
jection. I  ask  that  it  may  be  read  for  informa- 
tion. 

The  resolution  was  read,  as  follows: 

Re»olvedy  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  cause  the  petitton 
and  papers  t)f  Daniel  Winslow,  referred  to  the  Court  of 
Claims  under  the  general  order  of  the  last  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, to  be  returned  to  this  House,  the  wine  not  in- 
volving any  question  of  appropriation  of  money  from  the 
Treasury  or  payment  by  the  Government,  and  not  being  a 
proper  sDli)eet  for  the  cognizance  of  said  Court  of  Claims. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  What  is  the  nature  of  that 
claim? 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  It  is  merely  a  request  for 
the  return  of  a  paper. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  understand  that;  but  I 
want  to  know  what  is  the  nature  of  the  claim  to 
which  the  naper  relates,  before  I  give  my  consent 
to  its  witharawal. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  1  cannot  «ay,  precisely. 
The  reason  for  asking  the  return  is,  that  it  is  not 
a  subject  that  properiy  comes  under  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Court  of  Claims. 

Mr.  LETCHER.    I  object. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  J  think  the  gentleman 
ft'om  Virginia  does  not  understand  the  nattire  of 
the  request,  or  he  would  not  object. 


Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  call  for  the  regular  order 
of  business. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  appeal  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  to  withdraw  his  objection. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Well,  then,  let  us  know  the 
nature  of  the  claim.  How  came  it  before  the 
Court  of  Claims,  if  it  does  not  belong  there  ? 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  It  was  referred  there 
under  the  general  order  of  the  House,  made  at 
the  close  of  the  last  Congress.  I  understand  that 
it  is  a  matter  that  does  not  involve  the  appropri- 
ation of  any  money,  nor  the  payment  of  any 
money  out  of  the  Treasury.  It  is,  however,  a 
matter  that  does  not  come  appropriately  under 
the  cognizance  of  the  Court  of  Claims,  and  is  a 
proper  subject  for  the  action  of  Congress.  I 
therefore  ask  that  the  papers  may  be  returned  to 
the  House. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  But  I  want  to  know  the 
nature  of  the  case;  I  object  to  this  acting  in  the 
dark. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  cannot  state,  precisely, 
what  is  the  nature  of  the  case.  I  can  assure  the 
House  that  it  is  not  a  matter  about  which  any 
difficulty  can  be  raised.  The  case  never  should 
have  gone  to  the  Court  of  Claims  at  all. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  will  withdraw  my  objec- 
tion. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Tennessee.  I  desire  to 
withdraw  the  resolution  offered  by  me  yesterday. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  ask  the  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  take  up  the  Senate  resolu- 
tion for  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  this  city. 

Mr.  KEITT.    I  object. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  .1  call  for  the  regular  order 
of  business. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  desire  to  place  in  nomina- 
tion for  the  office  of  public  printer,  Joseph  J. 
Coombs,  of  Gallatin  county,  Ohio. 

Mr.  BENSON.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  introduce  a  resolution,  which  I 
send  to  the  Clerk  *a  desk.  I  trust  there  will  be  no 
objection.  I  ask  that  it  may  be  read  for  inform- 
ation. 

The  resolution  was  read,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Printing  be 
directed  to  deliver  to  the  Conimissioner  of  Patents  the  two 
prints  of  shen-horned  cattle  aceompsnying  the  Agricultural 
ttepon  of  1654.  for  the  use  of  the  Hoase. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  think  it  is  of  much  more 
importance  that  the  President's  message  should 
be  taken  uo  and  printed,  so  that  Congress  may 
be  preparea  to  act  upon  it.  I  object  to  any  busi- 
ness out  of  order  until  that  is  done. 

Mr.  BENSON.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  will  withdraw  his  objection. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  respectfully  decline  to  with- 
draw. I  have  made  propositions  repeatedly  to 
have  the  President's  message  and  accompanying 
documents  printed — a  matter  that  is  essential  to 
the  progress  of  the  business  of  the  session ;  and 
they  have  been  objected  to  by  ^ntlemen  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House.  I  object  until  that  is 
done. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  understand  the 
objection  to  taking  up  the  Senate  resolution  for 
the  relief  of  the  poor  is  withdrawn. 

Mr.  KEITT.    I  will  withdraw  my  objection. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  object,  and  call  for  the 
regular  order  of  business. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  hope  the  gentleman  wiU 
withdraw. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.    I  do  not  withdraw. 
VOTE  FOR  PRINTER. 
^  The  House  proceeded  to  vote  viva  voce  the  tenth 
time  for  printer  of  the  House,  with  the  following 
result:  Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  160;  neces- 
sary to  a  choice,  81;  of  which — 

Cornelius  Wendell  received 73 

OranFolIeit 3S 

John  D.  Defrees Id 

Joseph  J.  Coombs. 9 

Nathan  Sej;Keant ^. 8 

RotiertFamham........... 8 

J.  lVatM>nWebb 5 

Edward  Morris 4 

A.  D.Banks 9 

A.  Mcintosh 9 

GeoffeKnapp 1 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail:  * 
J'br  Mr.  ITenileU— Messrs.  Aiken,  AHen,  Barksdale,  Ben, 
Rendley  S.  Bennett,  Booock,  Bot\'ie,  Boyce.  Branch, 
Brooks,  Bamett,  Camthers,  Bayturd  Clark,  Clingman, 
Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Cox, Craige,  Crawford,  Davidcon, 
Dowdell,  Edmundson.  EUiott,  English,  Eustis,  Evans, 
Paolkaer,  Ftorence,  Poster,  Tliomaa  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode» 
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Greenwood,  Auguntus  HalL  J.  Morruon  Harris,  Hickman, 
Houston,  Jewell,  George  W.  Joiies,  Keitl,  Kelly,  Kirtwell, 
Lake,  Letcbcr,  Lumpkin,  Maco,  Alexander  K.  Marshall, 
Samuel  S.  Marshall,  McMullin,  McUueen,  Millson,  Mor- 
decai  Oliver,  Orr,UuiunaH,  Ready,  Uicaud,  Riveru,  Ruffln, 
Savage,  Seward,  Shorier,  William  Smith,  btephens,  Stew- 
art, 'l*aylor,  Thurston,  Trinpe,  Underwood,  Valk,  Walker, 
Watkinn,  WiUiama,  Winslow,  Daniel  B.  Wrigbt,  John  V. 
Wrighu  and  Zollleoffer. 

For  Mr.  FoUetl—Mei^in.  Allison,  Benson,  Bliss,  Buflln- 
ton.  James  H.  Campbell,  Covode,  Cragin,  Dean,  Diek, 
Dickiton,  Dodd,  Flagler,  Galloway,  Granger,  Thomas  R. 
Horton,  Howard,  Hushmon,  Kelriey,  Knowlton,  Knapp, 
Leiter,  Morgan,  Momll,Mott,  Murray,  Perry,  Pike,  Pringle, 
Simmons,  Tapiian,  Wade,  VValbridge,  Waldron,  EUibu  B. 
Washburue,  v\  atson,  and  Woodworth. 

For  Mr.  De frees — M<ts*ir8.  Barbour,  Brenton,  Lewis  D. 
Campbell,  Colfax,  Cumback,  Dunn,  Harrison,  Haven,  Hol- 
loway,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Seott^  and  Thorington. 

For  Mr.  Coomh$ — Met^^^rs.  Albright,  Bmgham,  Oiddinp, 
Harlan,  Ritchie,  Sabin,  Bapp,  Sherman,  and  Stanton. 

For  Mr.  Sergeant— yfe»iirs.  Bradshaw.  Comins,  Damrell, 
EUieridge,  Killian  Miller,  Robicon,  Todd,  and  Tyson. 

For  Mr.  Famham — Messrs.  Broom,  Carlile,  Cullen,  Mill- 
ward,  Pur}'ear,  Reade,  William  R.  Smith,  and  Swopc. 

For  Mr.  fFe>6&— Messrs.  Burlingame,  Meachani,  Btrana- 
han,  Israel  Waiihbum,  and  Wakcmaii. 

For  Mr.  MorrU—Mewra.  Bishop,  Clawson,  Pennington, 
and  Robbins. 

For  Mr.  AmJt»— Messrs.  John  P.  Campbell  and  Powell. 

For  Mr.  Mclrttoah — Messrs.  Knox  and  Norton. 

f\>r  Mr.  Knapp — Mr.  Porter. 

Pending  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  NICHOLS  said  that  his  colleague,  Mr. 
Day,  having  been  called  home  in  consequence  of 
sickness  in  his  family,  had  paired  oIT  with  Mr. 
Denver. 

Mr.  McCARTY  stated  that  he  had  paired  off 
for  one  week  with  Mr.  Hoffman. 

Mr.  SAGE  stated  that  he  had  paired  off  with 
Mr.  Herbert. 

Here  a  message  was  received  from  the  Senate, 
by  AsBURY  DiCKiNs,  Esq.,  its  Secretary,  notify- 
ing the  House  that  that  body  had  passed  "  An 
act  (S.  No.  80)  amendatory  of  an  act,  entitled 
*  An  act  to  regulate  the  fees  and  costs  to  be  allowed 
clerks,  marshals,  and  attorneys  of  the  circuit  and 
district  courts  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes,*  *'  and  asking  its  concurrence  therein. 

Mr.  STANTON.  1  ask  leave  to  introduce  a 
resolution. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  insist  that  the  call  of 
the  roll  be  proceeded  with;  and  I  make  objection, 
though  I  do  not  know  the  character  of  the  gen- 
tleman's resolution. 

Mr.  STANTON.  If  the  resolution  be  read,  I 
am  sure  that  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
will  agree  to  its  adoption. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  resolution  will  be  read 
for  information. 

The  Clerk  read  the  resolution,  as  follows: 

Reaohedf  That  Uie  further  execution  of  the  order  for  tjio 
election  of  printer  be  postponed  until  the  first  Monday  of 
December  next ;  and  that  tlie  printing  that  may  be  ordered 
by  the  House  during  the  present  session  of  Congress  shall 
be  done,  under  Uie  superintendence  of  the  Printing  Com- 
mittee of  tliis  House,  by  the  lowest  responaible  bidder.       , 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  object;  it  is  unnecessary 
to  give  the  reasons  for  the  objection. 

The  SPEAKER.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Chair, 
the  resolution  is  not  in  order,  as  it  provides  for 
the  election  of  public  printer  in  a  mode  unrecog- 
nized, and,  indeed,  in  contradiction  to  the  pro- 
visions in  the  rules  of  the  House. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
hope  that  in  the  call  of  the  roll  Uie  Clerk  will  con- 
form to  the  usual  practice,  and  call  each  member 
by  his  name,  without  the  prefix  of  Mr.  [Laugh- 
terj 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  vote  viva  voce  the 

eleventh  time  for  printer,  with  the  following  result: 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  160;  necessary  to  a 

choice,  81;  of  which — 

Comehus  Wendell  received 91 

Oran  Follett 33 

John  D.  Defrees 15 

Nathan  Seigeant 8 

Joseph  J.  Coombs 8 

J.  Watson  Webb 7 

Robert  Famham 3 

George  D.  Prentice 1 

G.  Knapp ..., 1 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  Wendell — Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barkidale.  Bell, 
Hendley  S.  Bennett,  Bishop,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce, 
Branch,  Brooks,  Burnett,  John  P.  Campbell,  Caruihan, 
Bayard  Clark,  Clingman,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Cox, 
Craige,  Crawford,  Davidson,  Dowdell,  Edmundson,  Ed- 
wards, Elliott,  English,  Eustii,  Evans,  Faulkner,  Florence, 
Foster,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode,  Greenwood,  Augus- 
tus Hall,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Sampson  W.  Harri.<<,  Thomas 
L.  Harris,  Hickman,  Houston,  Hughston,  Jewett,  George 
W.  Jones,  Kid  well.  Lake,  Letcher,  Lumpkin,  Mace,  Alex- 
ander K.  Marshall,  Samuel  S.  Marshall.  McMullin,  Mc- 
Queen, Suiitli  Miller,  Mlllsun,  MUlward,  Nichols,  Andrew 


Oliver,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Pennington,  Porter,  Powell, 
Pnry ear,  Quitman,  Ready,  Ricaud,  Rivers,  Rnbbini*,  Ruffln, 
Rust,  Savage,  Seward,  Shorter,  William  Smith,  William 
R.  Smith.  Stephens,  Stewart,  Swope,  Taylor,  'l*hurston, 
Trippe,  Tyson,  Underwood,  Valk.  Walker,  Watkins,  Wil- 
lianH,  Winslow,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  John  V.  Wright,  and 
Zollicofler. 

For  Mr.  JV>2/««— Messrs.  Albright,  Allison,  Benson, 
Bliss,  Bufiinton,  Cragin,  Dean,  Dickson,  Flagler,  Gal- 
loway, Grmnger.Grow,  Kel^y,  Knowlton,  Leiter,  Morgan, 
Mott,  Murray,  Perry,  Pike,  Pringle,  Walbridgc,  Waldron, 
EJIihu  B.  Wa.shbume,  Israel  Watihburn,  and  Watson. 

For  Mr.  Defreet — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brenton,  Lewis  D. 
Campbell,  Colfax,  Cumback,  Dunn,  Harrison,  Haven,  Hol- 
loway.  Howard,  Knox,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Parker,  Scott, 
and  Tnorington, 

•  For  Mr.  Coomb§ — Messrs.  Bingham,  Hailan,  Ritchie, 
Sabin,  Sapp,  Sherman,  Stanton,  and  Wade. 

For  Mr.  Sergeant — Messrs.  James  U.  Campbell,  Comins, 
Covode,  Cullen,  Dick,  Killian  Miller,  Roberts,  and  Robi- 
son. 

For  Mr.  Wekh—Memn.  Burlingame,  Dodd,  Robert  B. 
Hall,  Mearham,  Morrill,  Stranahan,  and  Wakeman. 

For  Mr.  FartUutm — Meatfs.  Broom,  Carlile,  and  Henry 
Winter  Davis.  ^ 

For  Mr.  Prentiee— Mr.  Etheridge. 

For  Mr.  Knapp — Mr.  Lindley. 

Pending  the  above  call, 

Mr.  PURYEAR  said:  Mr.  Speaker,  advised 
that  the  change  of  my  vote  may  possibly  secure 
the  election  of  public  printer,  I  now,  in  order 
that  such  a  result  may  be  reached,  and  the  public 
business  progressed  with,  throw  my  vote  for  Mr. 
Cornelius  Wendell. 

The  SPEAKER  then  declared  Mr.  Cornelius 
Wendell  public  printer  for  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  Thirty-Fourth  Congress. 

This  announcement  was  greeted  with  applause 
from  the  galleries. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  hope  that  there  will  be  a 
stop  put  to  this  applause  in  the  galleries;  we  have 
had  too  much  of  it  during  this  session. 

ADDITIONAL  OFFICERS  FOR  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  MACE.  I  submit  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  I  ask  may  be  read  for  information: 

Reeohed,  That  the  Doorkeeper  of  this  House  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized  and  directed  to  appoint  the  following 
additional  offtceni  for  tliis  House : 

One  additional  clerk  for  folding-room^  salary  $1,900  per 
annum. 

Two  additional  public  folders,  at  ^  50  per  day. 

Two  additional  raesseni ers  for  ladies'  gallery ;  two  addi- 
tional messengers  for  gentlemen's  gallery ;  and  twelve  addi- 
tional pages. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  regular  order  o(  busi- 
ness is  the  call  upon  the  States  for  resomtibns. 
If  there  be  no  objection  the  resolution  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  will  be  received. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  object.  I  do  not 
see  any  earthly  reason  for  the  adoption  of  any 
such  resolution.  There  are  l)ut  two  doors  to  the 
ladies'  gallery,  and  one  gentleman  at  each  is 
enough,  every  member  will  admit. 

Mr.  MACE.  Is  not  the  resolution  a  privileged 
one,  inasmuch  as  it  pertains  to  the  organization 
ofthe  House.' 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  It  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  organization  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is  hardly  a  privileged 

?pestion;  it  Jooa  not  relate  to  officers  provided 
or  under  any  law.     It  can,  therefore,  only  be 
introduced  by  unanimous  consent.    Is  there  ob- 
jection ? 
Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.    Yes;  I  objecL 

GRANT  OF  LAND  TO  ALABAMA. 
Mr.  COBB,  of  Alabama.  I  ask  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Alabama 
public  lands  in  alternate  sections,  to  aid  in  the 
construction  of  the  Coosa  and  Tennessee  railroad, 
and  for  other  purposes,  of  which  I  have  given 
previous  notice. 
Mr.  PERRY.     I  object. 

president's  annual  message. 

The  SPEAKER.  Resolutions  are  in  order  fW)m 
the  State  of  Maine. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  abk  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill. 

Objection  was  made. 

M  r.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  We  have  but  one 
committee,  and  that  is  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union;  and  I  hope,  therefore, 
that  the  House  will  now  take  up  the  President's 
annual  mcssa^,  in  order  that  it  may  be  referred 
to  that  committee. 

The  SPEAK jER.  The  motion  is  not  in  order, 
except  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  JONES.    So  I  suppose. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  there  be  no  objection,  the 
gedtleman's  motion  will  be  entertained. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.    I  object. 


Mr.  JONES.  What  does  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  propose  shall  be  done  with  the  menage? 

CHAPLAINCY. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  wish  to  ctH 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact  that  the 
organization  of  the  House  has  not  yet  been  fully 
completed:  wc  have  not  elected  a  Chaplain  for 
the  pi^sent  Congress.  If  it  be  in  order,  1  more 
that  the  House  do  now  proceed  to  the  election  of 
Chaplain  for  this  House. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  (Joorgia.  As  the  reference  of 
the  President's  annual  message  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  has  be^n 
objected  to,  and  as  no  committees  hare  been  to* 
nounced,  to  which  any  business  can  be  sent  for 
action,  I  move  that  this  House  do  now  adjourn 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  hope  thatwc  inUelect 
a  Chaplain  previous  to  tlie  adjournment. 

Mr.  JONES.  We  ought  to  be  enabled  to  at 
along;  there  are  plenty  of  them  in  our  mi£t. 
[Laughter.] 

The  question  was  put  on  the  motion  to  adjoom; 
and  there  were,  on  a  division,  ayes  42— 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  demand  tellen  on  the 
motion  to  adjourn. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Florexci 
and  Sapp  were  appointed. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Greorgia.  As  the  majority  of 
the  House  seem  to  be  indisposed  to  adjoani,  1 
withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  DOWDELL.  Is  the  motion  for  the  elec- 
tion of  Chaplain  now  up  for  consideration? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  resolution  is  not  befot« 
the  House,  but  the  gentleman  from  Maine  is  en- 
titled to  the  floor. 

Mr.  BENSON.  Maine  is  called  for  rcsohi- 
tions,  and  under  that  call  I  submit  the  following 
resolution: 

Resolved.  That  the  Superintendent  of  the  Pablic  PriDiliic 
be  directedf  to  deliver  to  the  Coninii«0ioner  of  Patentt,  two 
paintinss  of  short-homed  cattle,  accompanying  the  Afo- 
cultural  Report  for  1854,  for  the  use  of  the  Patent  Oilk^ 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  resolution  wm 
adopted. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  moTC  arcio. 
lution  that  tho  House  do  now  proceed  to  the 
election  of  Chaplain  for  the  House  of  Repreaeot- 
atives  for  the  Thirty-Fourth  Congress. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.     Is  that  motion  in  order? 

The  SPEAKER.  I^  rehites  to  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  House,  and  is  in  order. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    Is  the  elecUon  of  Chaplain 

Provided  for  as  a  part  of  the  organization  of  thi 
louse? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  so  (iar  conformable  to 
the  rules  of  the  House,  that  the  Chair  thinki  it 
is  in  order. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  gentleman  objecu  to 
the  printing  and  reference  of  the  Preaideni'i 
message,  and,  if  it  is  not  in  order,  I  object  to  the 
motion  which  he  makes. 

The  SPEAKER.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Chair 
the  resolution  to  elect  a  Chaplain  is  in  order. 

Mr.  DOWDELL.  Do  I  understand  that  the 
gentleman  from  Maine  has  called  the  previous 
question  on  his  resolution  ? 

Mr.  WASHBURN.    Yes. 

Mr.  DO  WDEILL.  I  should  desire  to  offer  u 
a  substitute  the  resolutions  which  I  offered,  and 
which  were  adopted  before  the  organization  of 
the  House.  I  desire  to  continue  the  alternating 
system  in  preference  to  the  election  of  a  Chap- 
lain. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  genUeraan  froin  Maine 
calls  the  previous  question  on  his  resolution. 

Mr.  d6WDELL.  I  ask,  then,  thatmy  rewlo- 
tions  may  be  read,  so  that  the  House  may  under- 
stand I  hem.  I  will  offer  them  as  a  substitute,  tf 
the  previous  question  be  not  sustained  by  the 
House. 

The  Clerk  read  the  resolutions  as  follows: 

Whereas  the  people  of  these  United  State*,  froBtljjir 
earliest  history  to  the  present  time,  have  been  led  by  iw 
hand  of  a  kind  Providence,  and  are  indebted  f"*  t^^*'*^ 
Ie«8  bles^ngs  of  the  past  and  present,  and  depemwnt  wj 
continued  prosperity  in  the  fUture  upon  Almiflity  "«' "J 
whereas  tho  areat  vital  and  cpnsenrattve  eleaeni  i"  ojj 
system  is  the  belief  of  our  peoiHe  in  the  pure  doeinne«»" 
divine  truths  of  the  Oo;*pel  of  Jesu-*  Christ,  it  emioent^"*; 
comes  the  Representatives  of  a  people  so  hiffbly  wVWM^ 
aekiiowledffe  in  the  most  public  manner  iSeir  reveres^ 
for  Cod:  Therefore,  .         .i 

1 .  Retolvedf  That  the  daUy  sessions  of  this  body  be  open*" 
with  prayer.  ,  ...  .j- 

2.  Reaolvedy  That  the  ministers  of  the  GospH  in  ""^JJ 
,  are  hereby  rcquoatad  to  aueiid  and  aJtemately  perionB  »• 
I  Memn  duty. 
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Mr.  DOWDELL.  It  is  true  that  the  resolu- 
tions, leaving  out  the  preamble,  would  accomplish 
the  object  desired,  in  substituting  for  the  cnap- 
laincy  a  system  of  alternation,  in  my  opinion, 
far  more  preferable,  as  it  makes  no  discrimmation 
whatever  between  the  different  denominations  of 
Christians  in  this  country;  but  as  the  preamble 
indorses  a  sqod  truth,  I  prefer  to  let  it  remain. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  want  lo  know  if  it  is  in 
order  to  separate  the  resolutions  from  the  pre- 
amble, and  raise  a  committee  of  preachers  to  con- 
sider that  preamble? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  resolutions  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Alabama  arc  not  now  in  order,  as 
the  previous  question  has  been  demanded  by  the 
gentleman  from  Maine. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  desire  to  know  of  the 
Speaker  whether,  if  a  motion  were  submitted  and 
carried  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  reso- 
lution of  the  gentleman  from  Maine  to  a  day 
certain,  the  resolutions  of  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama,  adopted  before  the  organization  of  the 
House,  woula  not  remain  still  in  force } 

The  SPEAKER.  A  motion  to  postpone  is  not 
in  order  at  this  time,  inasmuch  as  there  has  been 
a  call  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  Then  I  move  to  lay  the  res- 
olution of  the  gentleman  from  Maine  on  the  table; 
and  on  that  motion  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  J  ONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  rise  for  the  pur- 
pose of  appealing  to  my  friend,  with  whom  I 
expect  and  mtend  to  vote,  to  withdraw  his  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table,  and  let  us  take  a  direct  vote 
on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution.  I  am  satisfied 
that  we  cannot  lay  it  on  the  table,  but  I  want  to 
record  my  vote  against  it,  believing  that  it  is  a 
burlesque  on  the  Christian  religion  to  have  this 
-wild  hunt  after  the  chaplaincy  of  the  House. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  appeal  to  the  gentleman 
from  Maine 

The  SPEAKER.    Debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Maine  to  withdraw  the  call  for  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  MIlLSON  .  I  call  my  colleague  to  order. 
The  previous  question  has  been  demanded. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  withdraw  the  call  for  the  previous  question? 

Mr.  WASHBURN.     For  what  purpose  ? 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  desire  to  say  a  few  words 
on  the  subject. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  If  the  gentleman  has 
no  amendment  to  offer,  and  will  renew  the  call 
for  the  previous  miestion,  I  will  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  desire  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  Then  I  cannot  withdraw 
the  call  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  will  move,  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maine 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  rise  to  a  ques- 
tion of  order. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  withdraw  the  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table. 

"Mr.  CAMPBELL.  The  gentleman  from  Maine 
demanded  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  He  withdrew  it  to  afford 
me  an  opportunity  to  offer  an  amendment. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  understood  the 
gentleman  from  Maine  to  refbse  to  withdraw  the 
call  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  would  inquire  if  this 
resolution  will  not  go  over  under  the  rule,  if  the 
demand  for  the  previous  question  be  withdmwn 
and  debate  arise  under  it? 

The  SPEAKER.    The   Chair  is  of  opinion 
that  the  resolution  will  go  over  under  the  rules  of 
the  House,  if  it  give  rise  to  debate. 

The  previous  question  was  then  seconded. 

Mr.  BRANCH,  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
The  ^th  rule  of  this  House  reads  as  follows: 

'<  Reports  from  cnminittees  having  been  presented  and 
disposed  of,  the  Speaker  t^hall  call  for  resolntions  from 
member*  of  each  8iate  and  of  each  Territory,  beginning 
with  Maine,  fcc;  they  shaU  not  be  debated  on  die  very  day 
of  tJieir  being  presented." 

Now,  I  want  to  ask  the  Speaker  whether,  by 
calling  the  previous  question,  or  moving  to  lay 
upon  the  table, or  byany  other  mode,  debate  under 
that  rule  can  thus  be  cut  off,  and  prevent  the 
proper  execution  of  that  rule  ? 
•  The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  understands  it  to 
have  been  the  practice  of  tlie  House  to  admit  the 


previous  question  on  the  day  on  which  the  resolu- 
tion is  offered. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  If  objection  be  made  to  the 
resolution,  does  it  not  necessarily  go  over?         ** 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thmks  not.  The 
Chair  is  of  opinion  that  the  call  for  the  previous 
question  is  in  order. 

The  main  question  was  then  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  ask  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  notice  that  the  resolution 
provides  for  the  election  of  a  Chaplain  for  the 
present  session  only.  Is  it  not  usual  to  elect  a 
Chiiplain  for  the  whole  Congress? 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  That  was  never 
done  until  the  last  Congress.  It  is  usual  to  elect 
for  the  session  only. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered^ 

Mr.  SM ITH ,  of  Virginia  Am  I  to  understand 
that,  if  this  resolution  is  voted  down,  the  propo- 
sition of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Dow- 
dell]  will  come  up?  If  so,  let  us  vote  down  this 
resolution. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  would  state  that 
this  resolution  is  introduced  under  a  call  of  the 
States  for  resolutions;  therefore,  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama  will  not  be  entitled  to  the  floor  to 
introduce  his  resolution  until  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama is  called  in  order. 

Mr.  PENNINGTON.  I  wish  to  say  that  I 
shall  vote  against  this  resolution,  in  order  that  I 
may  liave  an  opportunity  to  vote  for  the  propo- 
sition of  the  gentleman  over  the  way. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution;  and  decided  in  the  affirmaUve — 
yeas  10 1,  nays  58;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Aiken,  Albright,  Allison,  Barbour,  Ben- 
son, Billingburet,  Bingbain,  Bocock,  Bradshaw,  Brenion, 
Broom,  Buffliiton,  Burlingame,  JamcM  H.  Campbell,  John 
P.  Campbell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Carlile,  Colfkx,  Comins, 
Covode,  Cox,  Cragin,  Culien,  Cumback,  Damrell,  Henry 
Winter  Davis,  Dean,  Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd,  Dunn,  Ed- 
mundfloii,  Edwards,  Etherid|:e,  Evans,  Faulkner,  Florence, 
Foster,  Giddings.  Gilbert,  Goode.  Granfar,  Greenwood, 
Robert  B.  Hall,  Harlan,  Harrison,  Haven,  Thomas  R.  Hor- 
ton,  Howard,  Hughston,  Jewett,  Kidwell,  King,  Knapp, 
Knowllon,  Knox,  Lciter,  Mace,  Alexander  K.  Marshall, 
Humphrey  Marshall,  Matteson,  Meacham,  Killian  Miller, 
MUlson,  Millward,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Norton,  Andrew  Oli- 
ver, Parker,  Perry,  Pike,  Porter,  Powell,  Puryear,  Reade, 
Ready,  Ricaud,  Rivers.  Roberts,  Sabin,  Sapp,  William  R. 
Smith,  Stanton,  Stepnens.  Stranahan,  Tappan,  Tyson, 
Valk,  Wade,  Wakeman.  Walbridge^  Waldron,  Ellihu  B. 
Washbume,  Israel  Washburn,  Watkms,  Welch,  Winsiow, 
Woodruff,  Woodworth.  and  Zollicoffer— 101. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Barksdale,  Hendley  S.  Bennett, 
Bishop,  Bliss,  Boyce,  Brooks,  Burnett,  Bayard  Clark, 
Clawson,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Craige,  Crawford, 
Davidson,  Dodd.  Dowdell,  Durfee,  EUliott,  Eustis,  Flagler, 
Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Grow,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomas 
L.  Harris,  Houston,  George  W.  Jones,  Kelsey,  Lake,  Letch- 
er, Lumpkin,  Samuel  S.  Marshall,  McMullin,  McQueen, 
Smith  Miller,  Mott,  Nichols,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Pennington, 
Pringle.  Quitman,  Robbins,  RufRn,  Rust,  Savage,  Scott, 
Seward,  Shermauj^horter,  William  Smith,  Stewart,  Tay- 
lor, Thorinnton,  Thurston,  Trippe,  Watson,  Williams, 
Daniel  B.  Wright,  and  John  V.  Wrighl^58. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Pending  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  ENGLISH  said:  I  desire  to  state  that,  be- 
fore this  question  was  presented  to  the  House,  I 
agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  Mr.  Gal- 
loway, to  pair  off  with  him  upon  all  questions 
for  one  hour.  That  time  not  having  expired ,  and 
Mr.  Gallowat  being  absent  from  the  Hall,  I  do 
not  feel  at  liberty  to  vote. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Mr.  Maxwell 
left  the  city  yesterday  morning  for  home.  He 
requested  me  to  state  to  the  House  that  he  had 
paired  off  for  this  week  with  Mr.  Gilbert,  and 
for  two  weeks  from  Monday  next,  with  Mr. 
Pringle. 

Mr.  ELLIOTT.  I  shall  vote  against  this  res- 
olution, in  order  that  I  may  have  an  opportunity 
to  vote  for  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama,  [Mr.  Dowdell.] 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  New  York.  I  shall  vote 
against  this  resolution,  for  the  reason  stated  by 
tlie  gentleman  from  Kentucky. 

IVfr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  move  to 
reconsider  the  vote  just  taken;  and  also  to  lay  the 
motion  to  reconsider  upon  the  table. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  latter  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.' PRINGLE.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

The  SPEAKER.  With  the  leave  of  the  House, 
I  before  the  question  on  the  adjournment  is  taken, 


the  Chair  will  announce  the  standing  eoinmittees. 

No  objection  bein^  made, 

The  SPEAKER,  m  pursuance  of  the  order  of 
the  House,  made  on  Thursday  last,  announced 
the  following  standing  committees: 

Committee  on  Elections — Israel  Washburn  of 
Maine,  Alexander  H.  Stephens  of  Greorgia, 
Cooper  K.  Watson  of  Ohio,  Francis  E.  Spinner 
of  New  York,  Mordecai  Oliver  of  Missouri,  John 
Hickman. of  Pennsylvania,  Schuyler  Colfax  of 
Indiana,  William  R.  Smith  of  Alabama,  and 
John  A.  Bingham  of  Ohio. 

Of  JVajfs  and  Means — Lewis  D.  Campbell  of 
Ohio,  William  A.  Howard  of  Michigan,  Howell 
Cobb  of  Georgia,  George  W.Jones  of  Tennessee, 
Henry  Winter  Davis  of  Maryland,  Russell  Sage 
of  New  York,  John  S.  Phelps  of  Missouri,  James 
H.  Campbell  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Alexander  De 
Witt  of  Massachusetts. 

On  C/ainw—Joshua  R.  Giddings  of  Ohio,  John 
Letcher  of  Virginia,  James  Bishop  of  New  Jer- 
sey,' J.  Glancy  Jones  of  Pennsylvania,  George 
G.  Dunn  of  Indira,  Ebenezer  Knowlton  of 
Maine,  Miles  Taylor  of  Louisiana,  William  A. 
Gilbert  of  New  York,  and  Samuel  S.  Marshall 
of  Illinois. 

On  Commerce — Ellihu  B.  Washbume  of  Illinois, 
Edward  Wade  of  Ohio,  John  S.  Millson  of  Vir- 
ginia, John  McClueen  of  South  Carolina,  Job  R. 
Tyson  of  Pennsylvania,  Luther  M.  Kennett  of 
Missouri,  Guy  R.  Pelton  of  New  York,  Linus 

B.  Comins  of  Massachusetts,  and  George  Eustis 
of  Louisiana. 

On  Public  Lands — ^Henrv  Bennett  of  New  York, 
Aaron  Harlan  of  Ohio,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb 
of  Alabama,  James  J.  Lindley  of  Missouri,  Elisha 

D.  CuUen  of  Delaware,  David  S.  Wal bridge  of 
Michigan,  Samuel  Brenton  of  Indiana,  Augustus 

E.  Maxwell  of  Florida,  and  James  Thorington 
of  h)wa. 

On  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads^Daniel  Mace 
of  Indiana,  Jesse  0.  Norton  of  Illinois,  Thomas 
T.  Flagler  of  New  York,  David  Barclay  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Timothy  C.  Day  of  Ohio ,  Paulus  Powell 
of  Virginia,  Percy  Walker  of  Alabama,  John  M.  . 
Wood  of  Maine,  and  Philip  T.  Herbert  of  Cali- 
fornia. 

On  the  District  of  Columbia — James  Meacham 
of  Vermont,  Edward  Dodd  of  New  York^  Wil- 
liam 0.  Goode  of  Virginia,  William  Cumbnck 
of  Indiana,  John  Dick  of  Pennsylvania,  J.  Mor- 
rison Harris  of  Maryland,  Hendley  S.  Bennett 
of  Mississippi,  Mark  Trafton  of  Massachusetts, 
and  Peter  H.  Bell  of  Texas. 

On  the  Judiciary — George  A.  Simmons  of  New 
York,  Humphrey  Marshdl  of  Kentucky,  Lucian 
Barboqr  of  Indiana,  John  S.  Caskie  of  Virginia, 
Samuel  Galloway  of  Ohio,  Sampson  W.  Harris 
of  Alabama,  William  A.  Lake  of  Mississippi, 
Abraham  Wakeman  of  New  York,  and  Mason 
W.  Tappan  of  New  Hampshire. 

On  Revolutionary  Clctims — David   Ritchie  of 
Pennsylvania,  Ambrose  S.  Murray  of  New  York,  ' 
William  Smith  of  Virginia,  William  H.  English 
of  Indiana,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fullerof  Maine,  James 

C.  ^llen  of  Illinois,  Isaiah  D.  Clawson  of  New 
Jersey,  Aaron  H.  Cragin  of  New  Hampshire, 
and  J.  Reece  Emrie  of  Ohio. 

On  Public  Expend*/ wrcs— Sidney  Dean  of  Con- 
necticut, John  Covode  of  Pennsylvania,  John 
Kelly^^f  New  York,  Richard  Mott  of  Ohio,  John 
J.  Pcanrcc  of  Pennsylvania,  George  Vail  of  New 
Jersey,  John  M.  Elliott  of  Kentucky,  Henry 
Walcfron  of  Michigan,  and  Lawrence  0  'fe.  Branch 
of  North  Carolina. 

On  Private  iMnd  Claims — Gilchrist  Porter  of 
Missouri,  Valentine  B.  Horton  of  Ohio,  James 
Thorington  of  Iowa,  Ernerson  Etheridge  of  Ten- 
nessee,Thomas  P.  Bowie  of  Maryland,  John  M. 
Sandidge  of  Louisiana,  Philip  T.  Herbert  of  Cal- 
ifornia, David  P.  Robison  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
Thomas  R.  Horton  of  New  York. 

On  Jdam^actures — Ezra  Clark  of  Connecticut, 
Jonathan  Knight  of  Pennsylvania,  Martin  J. 
Crawford  of  (Borgia,  Philemon  Bliss  of  Ohio, 
Nathaniel  B.  Durfee  of  Rhode  Island,  Francis  S. 
Edwards  of  New  York,  James  F.  Dowdell  of 
Alabama,  John  P.  Campbell  of  Kentucky,  and 
James  B.  Ricaud  of  Maryland. 

On  Agriculture — David  P.  Holloway  of  Indi- 
ana, Charles  Ready  of  Tennessee,  Galusha  A. 
Grow  of  Pennsylvania,  Peter  H.  Bell  of  Texas, 
Lewis  D.  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Edwin  B.  Morgan 
of  New  York,  Alvah  Sabin  of  Vermont,  ElishaD 
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Culkn  of  Delaware,  and  Fayette  MeMullin  of 
Virginia. 

Oil  Indimti  ^Jfinrs-'Benj&min  Pringle  of  New 
York,  James  L.  Orr  of  South  Carolina,  Charlea 
Billinehurst  of  WiaconBin,  Alfred  B.  Greenwood  • 
of  Arkansas,  Benjamin  P.  Letter  of  Ohio,  Robert 
B.  Hall  of  Massachusetts,  Lemuel  Todd  of  Penn- 
aylyania,  Samuel  Caruthera  of  Missouri,  and 
Philip  T.  Herbert  of  California. 

On  Military  Jlffairs--John  A.  Q^uitman  of  Mis- 
sissippi, John  Allison  of  Pennsylvania,  William 
R.  Sapp  of  Ohio,  Charles  J.  Faulkner  of  Virg^inia, 
John  Williams  of  New  York,  Benjamin  Stanton 
of  Ohio,  James  W.  Denver  of  Cahfornia,  James 
Buffinton  of  Massachusetts,  and  Cadwaladcr  C. 
Washbume  of  Wisconsin. 

On  the  Mililia'-'John  C.  Kunkel  of  Pcnnsvl- 
Tania,  Thomas  R.  Whitney  of  New  York,  John 
Scott  Harrison  of  Ohio,  Henry  W.  Hoffman  of 
Maryland,  Nathaniel  G.  Foster  of  Georgia,  John 
M.  Parker,  of  New  York,  Albert  G.  Watkins  of 
Tennessee,  Daniel  B.  Wright  of  Mississippi,  and 
Robert  B.  Hall  of  Massachusetts. 

OnJ^aval»iff'air5 — Samuel  P.  Benson  of  Maine, 
James  S.  T.  Stmnahan  of  New  York,  Thomas 
S.  Bocock  of  Virginia,  Solomon  G.  Haven  of 
New  York,  Warren  Winslow  of  North  Carolina, 
James  S.  Seward  of  Georgia,  Timothy  Davis  of 
Massachusetts,  William  W.  Boycc  of  South 
Carolina,  and  William  Millward  of  Pennsylva- 
nia. 

On  Foreign  Jiffairx — Alexander  C.  M.  Penning- 
ton of  New  Jersey,  Thomas  H.  Bayly  of  Vir- 
^nia,  Thomas  L.  Clingman  of  North  Carolina, 
William  Aiken  of  South  Carolina,  Henry  M. 
Fuller  of  Pennsylvania,  Orsamus  B.  Matteson  of 
New  York,  Benjamin  B.  Thurston  of  Rhode 
Island,  John  Sherman  of  Ohio,  and  Anson  Bur- 
lingame  of  Massachusetts. 

On  rerriloms— Gal usha  A.  Grow  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Joshua  R.  Giddings  of  Ohio,  Samuel  A. 
Purviance  of  Pennsylvania,  William  A.  Richard- 
son of  Illinois,  George  S.  Houston  of  Alabama, 
Amos  P.  Grranger  of  New  York,  Felix  K.  Zolli- 
cofier  of  Tennessee,  Justin  S.  Morrill  of  Vermont, 
and  John  S.  Perry  of  Maine. 

On  Rev&hUionary  Pensions — Jacob  Broom  of 
Pennsylvania,  Charles  J.  Albright  of  Ohio, 
Henry  A.  Edmundson  of  Virginia,  Killian  Mil- 
ler of  New  York,  Smith  Miller  of  Indiana,  Bur- 
ton Craige  of  North  Carolina,  Chauncey  L. 
Knapp  of  Massachusetts,  John  Woodruff  of 
Connecticut,  and  Augustus  Hall  of  Iowa. 

On  Invalid  Pensiona — Andrew  Oliver  of  New 
York,  James  Pike  of  New  Hampshire,  Thomas 

B.  Florence  of  Pennsylvania,  John  H.  Savage 
of  Tennessee,  William  W.  Welch  of  Cbnnec- 
ticut,  Albert  G.  Talbott  of  Kentucky,  Samuel 
Dickson  of  New  York,  John  H.  Lumpkin  of 
Georgia,  and  Gkorge  R.  Robbins  of  New  Jer- 
«ey. 

OnRoadsand  CanaU — JamesKnon;  of  Illinois, 
Jonas  A.  Hughston  of  New  York,  Thomas 
RuiHn  of  Norm  Carolina,  Harvey  D.  Scott  of 
Indiana,  Qeorso  W.  Peck,  of  Michigan,  Oscar 
P.  Moore  of  Ohio,  William  Barksdole  of  Mis- 
sissippi, Samuel  C.  Bradshaw  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  Albert  Rust  of  Arkansas. 

On  Patents — Edwin  B.  Morgan  of  New  York, 
Calvin  C.  Chaffee  of  Massachusetts,  Samuel  A. 
Smith  of  Tennessee,  Robert  T.  Paino  of  Nortli 
Carolina,  and  John  R.  £^ie  of  Pennsylvania. 

On  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds — Edward  Ball 
of  Ohio,  Samuel  Todd  of  Pennsylvania,  Richard 

C.  Purvear  of  North  Carolina,  Lawrence  M. 
Keitt  or  South  Carolina,  and  Anthony  E.  Rob- 
erts of  Pennsylvania. 

On  Retfisal  and  Unfinished  Business — Alvah  Sabin 
of  Vermont,  Ebenezer  Knowlton  of  Maine,  Hi- 
ram Warner  of  Gfeorgia,  Bayard  Clark  of  New 
York,  and  Eli  S.  Shorter  of  Alabama. 

On  Recounts — Benjamin  B.  Thurston  of  Rhode 
Island,  John  Cadwalader  of  Pennsylvania,  Mat- 
thias S.  Nichok  of  Ohio,  James  Buffinton  of 
Massachusetts,  and  John  S.  Carlile  of  Virginia. 

On  Mileage — William  H.  Sneed  of  Tennessee, 
Preston  S.  Brooks  of  South  Carolina,  William 
H.  Kelsey  of  New  York,  Lemuel  D.  Evans  of 
Texas,  and  James  H.  Woodworth  of  Illinois. 

On  £fMrr«rinf--William  H.  Kelsey  of  New 
York,  William  S.  Damrell  of  Massachusetts,  and 
John  V.  Wright  of  Tenneraoe. 


On  Expenditwresin  the  8Me  Depmrtment^PrtO' 
ton  S.  Brooks  of  South  Carolma,  Samuel  A. 
Smith  of  Tennessee,  Asa  Packer  of  Pennsylvania, 
Rufus  H.  King  of  New  York,  and  William  S. 
Damrell  of  Massachusetts. 

On  ExpenMtures  in  the  Treasury  Department'^ 
Henry  Waldron  of  Michigan,  Daniel  Wells  of 
Wisconsin,  Alexander  K.  Marshall  of  Ken- 
tucky, Zedekiab  Kidwell  of  Virginia,  Isaiah  D. 
Ciawson  of  New  Jersey. 

On  Expenditures  in  the  War  Department — Aaron 
H.  Cra^n  of  New  York,  William  W.  Valk  of 
New  "York,  Joshua  H.  Jewett  of  Kentucky, 
Thomas  Rivers  of  Tennessee,  and  John  Covode 
of  Pennsylvania. 

On  Expenditures  in  the  wVary  Department — 
Thomas  L.  Harris  of  Illinois,  John  Wheeler  of 
New  l^rk,  Cadwalader  C.  Washburne  of  Wis- 
consin, Warner  L.  Ufldcrwood  of  Kentucky,  and 
John  V.  Wright  of  Tennessee. 

On  Expenditures  in  the  Post  Office  Departments^ 
John  M.  Pettit  of  Indiana,  Leander  M.  Cox  of 
Kentucky,  John  Williams  of  New  York,  Henry 
C.  Burnett  of  Kentucky,  and  Edwin  G.  Reade  of 
North  Carolina. 

On  Erpenditwes  on  the  Public  BmliUm — Fay- 
ette MeMullin  of  Virginia,  Andrew  Z.  McCarty 
of  New  York,  James  A.  Stewart  of  Maryland, 
Samuel  F.  Swope  of  Kentucky,  and  Robert  P. 
Trippe  of  Georgia. 

Joint  Committee  on  the  Library — William  Aiken 
of  South  Carolina,  Job  R.  Tyson  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  John  U.  Pettit  of  Indiana. 

Joint  Committee  on  Printing — Matthias  H.  Nich- 
ols of  Ohio,  Aaron  H.  Cragin  of  New  Hampshire, 
and  Thomas  T.  Flagler  of  New  York. 

Joint  Committee  on  Enrolled '  Bills — James  Pike 
of  New  Hampshire,  and  Thomas  G.  Davidson  of 
Louisiana. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  During  the  entire 
course  of  my  legislative  services,  both  here  and 
in  the  State  where  I  live,  I  have  never,  directly  or 
indirectly,  intimated  to  the  appointing  power  any 

Eosition  which  I  desired  upon  a  committee.  1 
ave  acquiesced  in  the  position  assigned  to  me, 
and  have  endeavored  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
such  position  as  best  I  could.  For  the  last  six 
years  I  have  occupied  a  position  similar  to  the 
one  now  assigned  me  on  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.  The  labors  of  that  committee  are 
very  severe,  and  require  a  ^reat  deal  of  attention 
from  its  members  if  they  discharge  their  duties. 
I  think,  sir,  that,  for  the  last  two  or  tliree  years, 
I  have  been  worn  down,  partly,  perhaps,  by  my 
labors  on  that  committee;  and  I  must  now — ^being 
indisposed  to  incur  the  same  labor  and  the  same 
amount  of  anplication  at  this  Congress— throw 
myself  on  tne  indulgence  of  the  House  for  the 
first  time  in  my  life,  and  ask  the  House  to  relieve 
me  from  service  on  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

There  being  no  objection,  Mr.  Jokes  was  ex- 
cused from  serving  on  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

ENGRAVING  FOR  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  GROW.  I  wish  to  make  a  motion  that 
all  engraving  for  this  House  be  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Committee  on  Printing.  The  reason 
why  I  make  this  motion  I  will  state  in  a  few 
words.  During  the  last  Congress,  the  agricultu- 
ral report  and  the  report  of  Herndon,  Marcy,  and 
others  were  delayed  for  five  or  six  months,  on 
account  of  the  fact  that  the  Committee  on  En- 
graving and  the  Committee  on  Printing  did  not 
cooperate.  As  the  latter  committee  has  charge 
of  the  printing  and  binding  of  all  documents,  it 
would,  in  my  judgment,  expedite  business,  if  the 
engraving  were  also  placed  in  charge  of  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Printing  of  the  two  Houses.  The 
Senate  has  niade  such  an  order.  I  therefore 
make  the  motion  that  all  engraving  shall  be  under 
the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania will  please  send  up  his  resolution  in 
writing. 

The  immediate  business  before  the  House  is 
the  election  of  Chaplain.  Nominations  are  in 
order. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  Do  I  understand 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
[Mr.  Grow]  to  be  adopted  ? 

The  SPK^KER.    It  htm  not  beea  adopted. 


The  Chair  rejquired  the  gentleman  from  Penmyl. 
vania  to  put  it  in  writing. 

NOMINATIONS  TO  THE  CHAPLAINCY. 

Mr.  WAKEM  AN.  I  beg  leave  to  propose  dte 
name  of  the  Rev.  Byron  Sunderland  as  candidate 
for  the  chaplaincy  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Tyson.  I  nominate  the  Rev.  Robert 
Dashal  Morris,  of  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  AIKEN.  I  nominate  the  Rev.  David  S. 
Doggett. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  wbh  to  place  in 
nomination  Elder  Robert  C.  Leachraan,  or  Prince 
William  county,  Virginia.  He  is  a  Hard-SheU 
Baptist  in  religion,  and  a  Democrat  in  poliiici; 
ana  I  entirely  accord  with  him  both  inhisreligioui 
and  political  views.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  DEAN.   I  nominate  Rev. William PaltoB. 

Mr.  CULLEN.  I  nominate  for  the  chaplaincy 
of  this  Hou;ie,  Rev.  A.  J.  Caruthen,  oftheci^ 
of  Washington. 

Mr.  PENNINGTON.  I  nominate  EcT.Wil. 
liam  Hodge. 

Mr.  KNOWLTON.  I  nominate  Rev.  Mr. 
Conway,  of  this  city. 

Mr.  ALLISON.  I  nominate  Rev.  ThoroaaH. 
Stockton. 

Mr.  H.  MARSHALL.  I  nominate  Ret. 
Thomas  Fisher,  of  Kentucky.  He  is  a  Baptia 
clergyman,  but  I  do  not  know  what  are  hispol* 
itics.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  SHORTER.  I  nominate  Rev.  WHliui 
Mosely. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  respectfully  nominate  MaA 
Traflon,  a  member  of  this  House. 

Mr.  GRANGER.  I  propose  as  a  candidate 
for  the  chaplaincy  of  the  House,  Re?.  Daniel 
Waldo,  of  New  York,  an  old  revolutionary 
soldier.  Mr.  Waldo  is  now  ninety-fonr  yean 
old,  and  has  been  a  clergyman  of  the  Congit- 
gational  church  for  more  than  serenty  years, 
without  spot  or  blemish.  He  is  atteutire  to  his 
duty,  and  well  gifted  in  his  profession.  (Cries of 
"Order!"] 

The  SPEAKER.    Debate  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  GRANGER.  He  was  taken  bv  the  BridA 
on  York  Island.     [Loud  cries  of  "  Onier !") 

The  SPEAKER.     Debate  is  not  in  cider. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  hope  the  genikman 
from  New  York  will  be  allowed  to  go  on  wiih 
his  history. 

Several  Members  objected. 

Mr.  KENNETT.  I  nominate  Rev.  Mr.  C««- 
mins. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  Massachusetts.  I  nomiutt 
Rev.  J.  G.  Butler. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  nominate  Rev.  William 
G.  Baldwin. 

Mr.  VALK.     I  nominate  Rev.  French  S. 

Mr.  BRANCH.  As  the  nominations  are  now 
all  in,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  members  an  op- 
portunity to  canvass,  ana  be  canvassed  wiih,! 
move  that  the  House  do  now  adjoom. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  hope.brfoij 
the  House  adjourns,  the  list  of  nominatiooawiU 
be  read. 

Mr.  BRANCH.  I  will  give  way  for  thatpiff- 
pose. 

Mr.  GROW.  I  hope  I  shall  now  have  ceneral 
consent  to  bring  up  the  resolution  which  I  »** 
catod  some  time  since. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  and  others  objected. 

Mr.  MILLER,  of  Indiana.  I  move  that  »*• 
House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  LAKE.  Before  the  question  is  put  vpes 
the  motion  to  adjourn,  I  ask  unanimoue  cowew 
to  allow  me  to  withdraw  from  the  fi'**jljr 
House  the  petition  andpapen  in  the  case  of  JoW 
Crawford.  ,        ... 

Mr.  LETCHER.  What  is  to  be  done  vu» 
them  ?  . 

Mr.  LAKE.  I  will  state,  for  the  infonntuofl 
of  the  House,  that , 

Mr.  BRANCH.  I  object  to  any  f^^2 
and  to  every thini^  except  the  motion  to  adjonn"' 
and  I  demand  tellers  upon  the  motion: 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Me8sni.BAM«^ 
and  Valk  appointed. 

The  quesuon  was  taken;  and  the  tellen  i^ 
ported — ayes  66,  noes  56.  u— i«a 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  jw**"!*: 
(at  three  o'clock)  the  House  adjourned  unul  w 
B[K>rrov  at  lwalr«  o'elookr  «u 
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IN  SENATE. 

Thursday,  February  14, 1856. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rer.  HEMar  C.  Deav. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

COAST  SURVEY  REPORT. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  kid  before  the 
Senate  a  letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
communicating  the  report  of  the  Superintendent 
of  the  Coast  Surrey,  showing  the  progress  of  that 
work  durin?  the  year  ending  November  1, 1855. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  move  that  the  same  number 
of  this  report  be  ordered  to  be  printed  that  was 
printed  last  year.  # 

Mr.  PEARCE.  I  wish  the  Senator  would 
make  his  motion  a  Uttle  more  specific.  It  is 
usual  to  print  ten  thousand  copies. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  That  was  the  number  last 
year. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  Five  thousand  were  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  five  thousand  were 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Coast  Survey  Office. 
Will  the  Senator  let  me  vary  his  motion  to  that 
effect,  or  will  he  vary  it  himself? 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  think  the  original  distribu- 
tion of  this  document  was  made  the  subject  of 
investigation  by  the  Committee  on  Commerce  on 
a  former  occasion.  Many  applications  from  com- 
mercial men  are  made  to  the  Coast  Survey  Office 
for  this  report,  and  the  distribution  can  much 
better  be  made  by  that  office,  in  many  instances, 
than  through  Senators.  It  is,  therefore,  desirabl^ 
that  the  same  distribution  should  be  had  as  last 
year.  I  meant  to  include  that  proposition  in  my 
motion. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  believe  it  is  usual  for  gon^ 
tlemen  to  move  to  print  these  documents,  and 
then  let  the  number  be  fixed  in  accordance  with 
custom.  I  have  heard  many  complaints  in  refer- 
ence to  the  disposition  of  this  particular  docu- 
ment, the  report  of  the  Coast  Survey,  which  is 
distributed  aj]  over  the  United  States.  It  is  print- 
ed at  a  very  heavy  expense;  and  if  it  is  possible 
to  curtail  that  expense,  I  believe  it  is  ths  wish  of 
the  Senate  to  do  so;  but  I  may  be  mistaken  in 
that.  It  can  be  tested  at  least  oy  the  proposition 
which  I  now  make  to  refer  this  matter  for  future 
inquiry,  before  any  order  is  made  f6r  printing,  to 
the  Committee  on  Printing,  that  it  may  be  seen 
how  many  copies  are  necessary.  That  ten  thou- 
sand jseople  uroughout  the  United  States  ever 
look  into  this  report  I  very  much  doubt.  It  is 
certainly  a  very  large  number  to  be  distributed,  and 
its  distribution  takes  a  very  unfortunate  course. 
It  is  sent  out  amongst  the  farmers  of  the  country, 
and  throughout  the  interior  of  the  United  States. 
Now  I  doubt  whether  it  is  proper  that  it  should 
be  distributed  apywhere  except  to  constituencies 
along  the  sea-coast,  and  in  the  sea-port  towns; — 
and  whether  the  principal  labor  of  distribution 
should  not  be  confined  entirely  to  the  Coast  Sur- 
mey  Office,  as  a  means  of  doing  some  good.  This 
strikes  me  as  the  proper  course.  I  am  satisfied 
that  those  copies  of  tnis  document  which  come 
to  my  share  not  only  impose  on  me  the  labor  of 
a  distribution  which  is  unwelcome  of  itself,  but 
are  sent  to  those  who  care  nothing  about  it,  and 
who  laugh  at  the  men  who  send  to  them  such  re- 
ports, so  utteriy  worthless,  as  they  think,  for  any 
useful  purpose.  I  hope  the  Senate  will  allow  die 
whole  ({uestion  of  printing  to  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Printing,  Uiat  the  proper  number 
may  be  ascertained  for  useful  purposes,  and  let 
us  adopt  a  standard  hereafter  which  will  entail 
on  the  Uovemment  no  more  expenses  than  shall 
be  absolutely  necessary  in  this  branch  of  the  pub- 
lie  service. 

Mr.  RUSK.  I  think  the  rule  requires  that  all 
motions  for  printing  extra  numbers  shall  go  to 
the  Committee  on  Frinting. 

The  PRESIDENT.  That  does  not  apply  to 
a  report  from  any  of  the  regular  Departments  of 
the  Gk>vernment. 

Mr.  RUSK.  I  shall  vote  for  the  motion  to 
refer. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  Mr.  President,  I  should  like 
to  know  if  the  Senator  from  Arkansas  means 
to  refer  the  motion  to  print  the  usual  number  of 
copies  of  this  report  to  the^ommittee  on  Printing, 
or  does  he  confine  his  motion  to  the  proposition 
to  print  extra  copies? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  shall  make  no  objection  to 
printing  the  usual  number;  fsr  I  am  not  s«ifficient- 


ly  advised  on  the  subject  to  resist  that;  though  I 
doubt  whether,  considering  the  great  len^  of 
time  the  Coast  Survey  has  Been  going  on  without 
an  end,  it  ought  not  to  be  stop^d.  I  have  not, 
however,  sufficient  information  to  authorize  me 
to  pass  judgment  on  that  point,  and  I  shall  not 
do  so.  1  am  perfectly  willing  that  the  order  to 
print  shall  be  entered,  and  then  I  desire,  and  such 
IS  the  motion  I  make,  that  the  question  of  print- 
ing extra  numbers  shall  be  referred.  I  would 
prefer,  also,  that  the  motion  to  print  the  usual 
number  in  this  instance,  as  well  as  extra  num« 
bers,  (if  there  is  properly  such  a  thing  as  an 
extra  number  in  the  case  of  such  reports  as  that 
of  the  Coast  Survey,)  should  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Printing  for  the  purpose  of  having 
an  investigation  into  the  whole  subject. 

I  believe  the  action  of  the  committee  will  be  such 
as  to  bring  before  the  Senate  the  question  of  what 
should  be  what  is  called  the  <'  usual  number*'  of 
copies  of  a  document  that  should  be  printed. 
The  usual  number  in  every  instance  now  ordered 
to  be  printed,  is  fourteen  hundred.  You  will  find 
that  the  rooms  above  us,  in  this  Capitol,  are 
crowded  and  loaded  down  with  the  <<  usual  num- 
ber*' of  docunients,  gathered  together  there  in 
masses  exceedingly  inconvenient;  and  I  am  as- 
sured by  officers  of  this  body  that  more  copies 
are  printed  than  are  ever  called  for.  There  tney 
lie,  waste  paper,  unnecessary  for  our  purposed, 
and  in  fact  an  incumbrance — a  curse  on  our  busi- 
ness. That  number  oug^t  properly  to  be  re- 
duced. I  will  not  say  this  is  absolutely  necessary 
until  an  investigation  shall  be  made  by  the  coni- 
mittee;  but,  from  ail  I  can  learn,  my  impression 
is,  that  about  seven  hundred  and  fiAy,  or  at  fur- 
thest, one  thousand,  is  as  much  as  ought  to  be 
ever  printed  of  what  is  called  the  <*  usual  num- 
ber** of  bills,  ^ncral  orders,  reports,  and  those 
documents  which  are  printed  in  our  ordinary 
course  of  proceeding.  I  ask  that  the  whole  matter 
may  be  referred.  1  believe  that  would  be  the 
best  course  for  the  public. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  I  shall  make  no  objection  to 
the  motion  of  the  Senator  to  refer  the  question 
of  printing  extra  copies;  nor  should  I  say  another 
word  exgept  for  the  purpose  of  excluding  a  con- 
clusion which  may  be  inferred  from  the  remarks 
of  the  Senator  from  Arkansas.  This  is  not  the 
proper  time  to  discuss  the  value  of  these  reports, 
or  the  great  importance  to  the  country  of  the 
Coast  Survey,  wnich  has  not  yet  reached  its  end, 
or  any  things  like  its  end,  but  which  the  Senator 
seems  to  think  has  been  prosecuted  far  enough. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  do  not  assert  that  as  a 
matured  opinion. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  If  there  shall  be  any  occa- 
sion hereafter  .to  discuss  fully  the  value  of  this 
work,  and  its  great  importance  to  the  maritime 
interests  of  the  country,  I  shall  be  prepared,  I 
think,  to  show  that  the  Senate  cannot  better  ex- 
pend money  than  in  continuing  the  prosecution 
of  the  Coast  Survey,  and  in  disseminating  widely, 
on  our  maritime  frontiers  at  all  events,  the  reports 
made  to  us  from  that  office.  I  shall  say  no  more 
at  this  time. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  hears  no  ob- 
jection to  laying  the  report  on  the  tabic,  and  on 
ordering  it  to  be  printed  The  question  now  is 
on  printing  ten  thousand  additional  copies,  five 
thousand  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  nve  thou- 
sand for  the  use  of  the  Coast  Survey  Office.  It 
is  proposed  to  refer  that  proposition  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing.  The  question  is  on  the  ref- 
erence. 

Mr.  FISH.  I  think  that,  at  the  last  session, 
the  order  to  print  specified  the  form  in  which  this 
document  should  be  printed.  I  would  ask  the 
Secretary  if  that  is  not  the  fact,  and,  if  so,  the  mo- 
tion should  be  now  made  accordingly. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  have  before  me  the  order 
made  at  the  last  session. 

Mr.  PEARCE.    If  the  Senator  will  allow  me, 

I  propose  to  offer  a  resolution  specifying  the  form, 

in  accordance  with  the  precedent  of  last  year.    I 

proposed  to  offier  it  before,  but  I  was  anticipated 

ty  the  Senator  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Hamlin.]    I 

offer  the  following  order: 

Ordered f  That  ten  ttiousand  copies  of  the  letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  cominuiiicatinK  the  report  of  the 
Samrintendeot  of  the  Coast  tiwvey  for  the  year  1855,  in 
addiUon  to  the  u^aal  number,  be  printed;  nve  thousand 
copies  thereof  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  And  the  remtUnder 
for  distribuUon  by  the  Coast  Surrey  Office ;  and  that  the 
same  be  printed  and  bound,  with  tbt  pla»Bs,in  qaaito  fann, 


and  that  the  plates  be  printed  under  the  direction  of  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Coast  Survey. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  move  that  that  proposiUoa 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing.  I  will 
state  to  the  Senator  from  Maryland  another  reason 
why  it  ought  to  be  referred.' 

Mr.  PEARCE.    I  do  not  object  to  its  reference. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  To  print  these  reports  in 
quarto  forra'is  a  departure  from  the  uniformity  of 
size,  which  has  been  preserved  in  congressional 
documents,  and  involves  a  very  heavy  additional 
expense. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  That  practice  docs  not 
apply  to  the  CoastSurvcy  reports;  they  are  always 
printed  in  quarto  form. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  That  is  true,  but  it  is  a  heavy 
additional  expense. 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Printing. 

PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK  presented  the  memorial 
of  Edward  D.  Tippett,  praying  to  be  allowed 
bounty  land  for  his  services  as  a  soldier  in  the 
last  war  with  Great 'Britain;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  BIGLER  presented  the  petition  of  the  heirt 

I  of  Captain  Samuel  Miller,  praying  for  the  com- 

;  mutation  pay  due  him  on  account  of  his  services 

during  the  Revolution;  which  was  referred  to  the 

Committpc  on  Public  Lands.       * 

Mr.  FISH.  I  am  requested  to  present  the  peti- 
tion of  the  Rev.  Geoige  Jones,  a  chaplain  in  the 
United  States  Navv,  who  was  employed  during 
the  late  cruise  of  the  squadron  in  tne  Japan  seas, 
to  make  some  scientific  observations,  which  are 
said  to  be  of  great  value,  and  which  will  const!*- 
tule  one  volume  of  the  publication  to  be  made  by 
Commodore  Perry,  which  has  been  ordered  by 
the  Senate  to  be  printed.  Mr.  Jones  asks  that, 
inasmuch  as  he  has  received  no  extra  compensation 
whatever  for  these  scientific  researches,  he  mav 
be  allowed  a  certain  number  of  the  volume  whicn 
contains  his  own  observations,  for  distribution  to 
scientific  institutions  and  otherwise.  I  ask  for 
the  reference  of  the  petition  to  the  Committee  oa 
Printing. 

It  was  so  referred. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  presented  the  petition 
of  Eugene  Rellieux,  claiming  compensation  for 
losses  sustained  by  him,  in  consequence  of  the 
bombardment  of  Grey  town,  by  the  sloop-of-war 
Cyane,  under  the  command  of  Captain  llollins; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr.  PEARCE  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Firemen  *s  Insurance  Company  of  Washington 
and  Georgetown,  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
praying  for  an  extension  of  their  charter;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Mr.  CLAY  presented  the  memorial  of  steam- 
boat pilots  on  tne  southern  and  western  waters  of 
the  United  States,  praying  for  such  an  amendment 
of  the  act  of  August  30, 1852,  •*  for  the  better  pro- 
tection of  the  fives  of  passengers  on  boara  of 
vessels,  propelled  in  whole  or  in  part  by  steam,*' 
as  will  secure  to  such  vessels  the  services  of  com- 
petent and  skillful  pilots;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  presented  the  petition  of 
Elizabeth  Bausman,  widow  of  William  Bausman, 
a  forage  master  in  the  revolutionary  army,  pray- 
ing to  be  allowed  a  pension;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

THE  NAVAL  RETIRING  BOARD. 

Mr.  TOUCEY  presented  the  memorial  of 
Tliomas  Holdup  Stevens,  late  a  lieutenant  in  the 
Navy,  who  was  dropped  in  consequence  of  the 
recommendation  ortne  late  naval  board,  praying 
to  be  restored  to  his  former  position  in  the  Navy; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
AfiTairs. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  I  present  the  memorial  of 
Lieutenant  J.  M.  Gilfiss,  of  the  United  States 
Navy,  prayinff  to  be  relieved  from  the  sentence  of 
the  late  naval  board.  The  memorialist  sets  forth 
his  services  both  at  sea  and  on  shore.  I  know 
him  well,  sir,  and  I  know  him  to  be  a  man  of 
unimpeachable  character  and  conduct.  I  am  well 
satisfied  that  he  is  not  liable  to  the  slightest  cen- 
sure for  disobedience, insubordination,  or  any  act 
of  any  description  to  bring  him  under  the  least 
eensure.    I  believe  hia  whole  fault  is,  that  he  U 
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singularly  well  informed  as  a  scientific  man,  and 
that  the  Government,  without  his  action,  have  ' 
Called  on  him  to  render  services  of  that  sort  in 
lieu  of  service*  at  sea.  I  look  upon  it  as  one  of 
the  hardest  cases  under  the  acts  of  the  late  naval 
board.  I  move  the  reference  of  the  memorial  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MASON  presented  the  memorial  of  T.  P. . 
Duluny,  late  a  lieutenant  in  the  Navy,  whx)  was 
dropped  in  consequence  of  the  recommendation 
of  tlie  late  naval  board,  praying  to  be  restored  to 
his  former  position  in  the  Navy;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 
.  Mr.  THOMSON,  of  New  Jersey ,  presented 
the  petition  of  Lieutenant  Matthew  (5.  Perry,  Jr., 
who  has  been  placed  on  the  reserved  list,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  action  of  the  late  naval  board, 
praying  to  be  restored  to  his  former  position  in 
the  Navy;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs. 

EDWARD  STANTON. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  I  ask  leave  to  present  the  pe- 
tition of  Martha  Stanton,  of  Stonington,  Connec- 
ticut. She  sets  forth  that  she  is  Uie  widow  of 
Edward  Stanton,  who  served  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution  between  one  and  two  years;  that  she 
is  now  eighty-eight  yenrs  old;  that  her  husband 
was  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Fort  Griswold,  at 
Groton  Point,  near  New  London,  Connecticut,  on 
the  6th  of  September,  1781,  and  in  that  battle  he 
was  very  dangerously  wounded,  receiving  a  mus- 
ket ball  through  his  body;  that  subsequently,  in 
the  year  1816,  her  husband  was  placed  on  the  in- 
Talid  pension  list,  and  received  a  pension  granted 
by  the  Government  of  $96  per  annum;  that  under 
the  act  of  1832  he  was  entitled  to  receive  an  addi- 
tional pension  of  $60  66  per  annum.  He  died 
on  the  27th  of  July,  1832,  Just  after  the  act  was 
passed.  Subsequently,  this  widow,  under  the  act 
of  1848,  presented  her  petition  claiming  to  receive 
the  amount  to  which  ner  husband  would  have 
been  entitled,  if  living,  under  the  existing  laws, 
which  was  the  sum  of  $156  66  per  annum. 
This  application  was  at  first  denied  by  the  De- 
partment, and  a  pension  of  $60  66  only  was 
granted  to  her;but,  afterwards,  on  reiixamination, 
Uie  claim  for  the  whole  amount,  $156  66  was 
granted  to  her,  and  she  received  a  certificate  for 
that  amount  during  her  life,  and  has  received  that 
sum  for  several  years  past.  Since  the  last  semi- 
annual payment,  however,  the  present  Commis- 
sioner of  Pensions,  on  a  reexamination  of  the 
law,  has  overruled  the  decision  made  by  his  pre- 
decessor, and  decides  that  she  is  not  entitlea  to 
receive  the  amount  of  $156  66,  but  only  the 
amount  of  $60  66  per  annum,  and  he  has  ordered 
the  payment  of  her  pension  to  be  suspended  until 
■he  returns  her  present  certificate,  and  takes  one 
for  a  less  amount.  She  prefers  this  petition  t  there- 
fore, asking  that  she  may  be  entitled  to  hold  her 
certificate  of  $156  66,  instead  of  being  compelled 
to  return  it,  and  take  one  for  $60  66  duri>ig  the 
rest  of  her  life,  which  must  be  short. 

I  hope,  sir,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  will 
be  granted.  It  is  a  very  small  matter  indeed  to 
the  Gt)vcrnmcnt,  and  one  on  which  it  seems  there 
has  been  a  difference  pf  opinion  in  the  Depart- 
ment by  different  commissioners,  in  regard  to  the 
construction  of  tlie  law.  To  the  Government, 
anyway,  it  is  a  very  small  matter,  but  to  her  it  is 
all  her  living. 

1  beg  leave,  Mr.  President,  to  add  a  few  words 
to  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  petition — facts  within 
my  own  knowledge  in  regard  to  this  application. 
They  shall  be  very  few.  The  defense  of  Fort 
Griswold  during  the  revolutionary  war,  by  a  small 
band  of  Connecticut  militia,  against  an  over- 
whelming force  of  British  regular  troops,  forms 
one  of  the  brightest  pages  in  our  revolutionary 
history.  Indeed,  I  think  I  may  venture  the  asser- 
tion, that  the  history  of  no  people,  of  no  nation 
in  the  world,  furnislies  a  more  striking  example 
of  heroic  self-sacrifice  to  the  call  of  duty  than  was 
exhibited  by  Colonel  Ledyard,  and  his  brave 
companions  in  that  bloody  conflict.  Like  Leon- 
idas  and  his  three  hundrea,  they  deliberately  took 
their  places  to  die  in  the  cause  of  liberty  and  their 
country's  independence.  Such  men,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, and  the  widows  of  such  men,  deserve  well 
at  the  hands  of  the  Republic.  At  the  storming 
of  that  fort,  Edward  Stantonr,  whose  widow  now 
eomes  here  with  this  petition,  vras  most  desper- 


ately wounded.  He  received  a  musket  ball  on 
his  left  side,  in  the  region  of  the  heart,  which  laid 
the  flesh  and  bone  so  open  that  his  heart  was  vis- 
ible to  the  eye.  He  lay  upon  the  ground,  and  1 
was,  of  course,  rapidly  bleeding  to  death,  when 
Colonel  Buscar,  an  English  officer  who  entered 
the  fort  with  the  storming  party,  touched  at  the 
sight  of  this  man,  in  a  spirit  of  humanity  which 
should  make  his  name  remembered  with  honor, 
took  from  his  pocket  a  linen  nightcap,  and  placed 
it  in  the  orifice  of  this  man 's  side,  ana  thus  stayed 
the  fast  ebbing  tide  of  his  life.  He  recovered, 
and  he  lived,  a  disabled  man,  for  more  than  fifty 
years. 

Under  the  act  of  1816,  as  I  have  already  sug- 
gested, he  was  placed  on  the  invalid  pension  list, 
and  under  the  act  of  1832  received  an  additioiial 
pension;  the  whole  amounting  to  the  sum  Wiich 
nas  been  named.  His  widow  now  asks  that  this 
little  pittance  may  not  be  diminished  during  the 
few  years  that  she  has  to  live.  She  still  possesses, 
in  her  very  humble  dwelling,  the  vest  that  was 
worn  by  ner  husband  during  that  memorable 
battle,  torn  with  bullets,  and  the  linen  cap  which 
was  the  means,  under  Providence,  of  saving  his 
life.  These  trophies,  Mr.  President,  are  about 
all  the  dowry  which  is  now  left  to  this  widow; 
and  I  ask,  will  the  Senate  permit  this  woman, 
now  almost  one  hundred  years  old,  the  widow  of 
dhe  of  the  bravest  and  most  gallant  men  that  ever 
lived,  and  who  literally  poured  out  his  heart's 
blood  in  the  defense  of  his  country — will  the  Sen- 
ate permit  this  widow,  one  of  the  last  survivora 
of  the  heroic  age  of  the  Republic,  to  die  in  want? 
" I  move  you,  sir,  that  the  petition  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Pensions;  and  1  know  enough 
of  the  liberal  policy  which  actuates  the  honorable 
chairman  of  tliat  committee  [Mr.  Jones,  of  Iowa] 
to  have  full  confidence  that  help  will  come  to  this 
widow;  but  the  Senator  will  pardon  me  for  sug- 
gesting that  it  calls  for  vei*y  speedy  action — and  I 
only  fear  that  the  speediest  may  come  too  late. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

WITHDRAWAL  OF  PAPERS. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FISH,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  Hexekiah  L. 
ThLit]<>,  prasring  for  compensation  for  the  use  of  hia  im- 
provement in  a  saddle  for  carrying  sick  and  wounded,  be 
withdrawn  from  the  files  for  the  purp<Me  of  reference  to  the 
Court  of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FISH,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  John  T.  Hildreth  have  leave  to  witbdimw 
his  petition  and  papers. 

FORTIFICATIONS  ON  THE  PEA-PATCH. 
Mr.  BAYARD  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to: 

Reaolved,  That  tlie  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  report 
tn  the  Senate  an  estimate  of  the  amount  necessary  to  com- 
plete the  fortiflcation  of  the  Pea- Patch  Island,  in  the  river 
Delaware,  and  of  the  time  within  which  the  said  fortifica- 
tion can  be  completed,  if  the  requintc  appropriation  is  made. 

NOTICE  OF  A  BILL. 
Mr.  MALLORY  gave  notice  of  his  intention 
to  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  incorporate  the 
St.  Joseph's  Literary  Society,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  WELLER,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
to  provide  for  an  overland  mail  from  some  point 
on  the  Mississippi  river  to  San  Francisco  in  Cal- 
ifornia; which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Fost  Office  ajid 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  WELLER,  by  unanimous  consent,  pre- 
vious notice  not  having  been  given,  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  create  an  ad- 
ditional land  office  in  the  State  of  California; 
which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  DODGE,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introauce  the  follow- 
ing bills;  which  were  severally  read  twice  by 
their  titles,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce : 

A  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  continuing 
the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Milwaukie,  in 
the  State  of  Wisconsin. 

A  bill  for  continuing  the  improvement  of  the 
harbor  of  Manitowoc,  m  Wisconsin. 

A  bill  for  continuing  the  improvement  of  the 
harbor  of  Kenosha,  Wisconsin. 


A  bill  for  continuing  the  improvement  of  the 
harbor  of  Sheboygan,  \VisconRin. 

A  bill  for  continuing  the  improvement  of  ihe 
harbor  of  Racine,  Wisconsin. 

Mr.  BROWN,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtainc^d  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
to  establish  a  library  for  young  men  in  the  Dis- 
trict  of  Columbia;  which  was  read  twice  bv  iti 
title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the'Dii* 
trict  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  BAYARD,  in  pursuance  of  preTiona  no- 
tice,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  biD 
making  an  appropriation  for  the  improvement  of 
the  Delaware  oreak water;  which  was  read  twice 
by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com* 
morce. 

Mr.  BAYARD  asked  and  obtained  leare  to  in- 
troduce the  following  bills;  which  were  read  tvia 
by  their  titles,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce: 

A  bill  for  continuing  the  improvement  of  the 
harbor  of  New  Castle. 

A  bill  to  continue  the  construction  of  a  harbor 
on  the  east  side  of  Reedy  Island. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  asked  and  obtained  unani* 
mous  consent  to  introduce  a  bill  to  increase  iIk 
salaries  of  the  judges  of  the  circuit  and  crimiDai 
courts  of  the  District  of  Columbia;  which  vai 
read  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

KALAMAZOO  LAND  OFFICE. 

^  Mr.  STUART.  The  Committee  on  PuWie 
Lands  have  instructed  me  to  report  a  bill  (S.  97) 
**  to  continue  temporarily  the  land  office  at  Kak* 
mazoo,  in  the  State  of  Michigan.  **  I  wish  tohan 
the  bill  read ;  and  I  will  state  in  a  few  words  why 
the  committee  has  instructed  me  to  ask  the  Senate 
to  consider  it  at  this  time. 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading.  It  proposes  to  enact  that  th* 
register  and  receiver  of  the  land  office  at  Kala- 
mazoo, in  Michigan,  and  the  office  itself,  shall  be 
continued,  until  m  the  opinion  of  the  Presideat, 
it  can  be  discontinued  without  prejudice  to  the 
public  interest;  and  that  until  that  time  the  act  of 
June  12,  1840,  shall  not  extend  to  that  office. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  will  detain  the  Senate  bat 
for  a  few  moments.  Under  the  act  of  1840, 
referred  to  in  the  bill,  no  discretion  is  left  to  the 
Department,  but  whenever  the  amount  of  land  ia 
one  district  falls  below  one  hundred  thousand 
acres,  no  matter  what  may  be  the  condition  of 
business  in  the  district,  it  is  the  imperative  dutr 
of  the  Department  to  close  the  office,  and  attack 
the  sales  of  the  lands  to  another  district.  In  ihB 
case  there  are  various  objections  to  thia,  only  t 
few  of  which,  however,  I  shall  detain  the  Senate 
by  stating.  There  are  quite  a  niu|iber  of  contests 
land  cases  pending  before  these  officei;  othen 
will  arise.  Those  cases  cannot  be  considered 
without  very  great  inconvenience,  if  the  lands  are 
attached  to  another  district  which  lies  over  o« 
hundred  miles  distant.  Very  great  expense  wojw 
be  incurred  by  those  interested  in  these  tiiki. 
Besides,  the  officers  in  the  district  can  sdju* 
them  much  better  than  strangers  could.  Ap^ 
the  district  is  so  situated  that,  although  the  bm" 
are  somewhat  below  the  amount  fixed  in  the  act 
of  1840,  the  quantity  on  'sale  is  still  very  mp- 
By  closing  this  office,  and  attaching  the  lands  to 
the  Ionia  district,  as  the'order  of  the  DeP*J^ 
requires,  very  ^reat  inconvenience  would  be  leK 
by  every  individual  wishing  to  enter  lands. 

In  view  of  these  difficulues,  1  have  so  framw 
the  bill  as  not  to  continue  the  office  for  anv  sp** 
cified  time,  because  I  have  no  desire  that  b 
should  be  continued  beyond  the  necessities  of  tw 
public  interest;  and  hence,  by  the  provisions  w 
the  bill,  when,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President, tw 
public  interest  will  permit  it,  the  office  w  to  w 
closed  under  the  law  of  1840.  The  necessity^ 
the  present  action  is  very  great,  inasmuch  as 
ordgr  was  made  in  Noveniber  last,  and  in  conw* 
(;[uence  of  the  delay  in  organizing  the  Hon*  "^ 
inconvenience  has  already  become  yeryconsi^^ 

*ble.  ,      Ti.««- 

Without  detaining  the  Senate  further,  I W 

I  have  said  enough  to  exhibit  the  n^^^^S 

immediate  action,  and  I  therefore  ask  that  the  i»" 

may  be  passed  now.  .,  ^ 

The  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  consifl<«JJ 

as  in  committee  of  the  whole.    There  o«"*  "J 

amendment,  it  was  reported  to  the  SenA***** 
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ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading.    It 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  morning  business 
being  through,  the  Chair  will  take  up  the  resolu- 
tions on  the  table  in  their  order.  The  first  is  one 
submitted  by  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire, 
fMr.  Hale,]  in  relation  to  the  disturbances  in 
Kansas. 

Mr.  CLAY.  As  that  Senator  is  not  now  in  his 
seat,  I  move  to  postppne  the  resolution  till  to- 
morrow. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  next  resolution  is 
one  offered  by  the  Senator  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
SEWARDr]  for  the  purchase  of  seventy  copies  of 
Lappincott's  Ghizetteer. 

Mr.  CLAY.  As  that  Senator  is  not  present,  I 
move  that  the  consideration  of  his  resolution  be 
postponed  for  the  present. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  next  resolution  is  one 
offered  by  the  Senator  from  Iowa,  [Mr.  Jones,] 
rclatire  to  the  pay  of  committee  clerks.  A  sim- 
ilar resolution  nas  alrcadv  been  acted  upon. 

Mr.  CLAY.  As  a  similar  resolution  has  already 
been  passed,  I  move  that  this  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  would  suggest  to  the  Sen- 
ator that  the  resolution  which  has  been  acted  on 
-was  not  in  terms  like  that  which  he  now  proposes 
to  lay  on  the  table.  This  gives  pay  to  all  the 
clerks  of  the  committees  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session.  The  resolution  which  was 
acted  on  gave  pay  onhr  to  a  certain  specified  num- 
ber.    That  is  the  diflterence  between  the  two. 

Mr.  CLAY.  Still  1  wish  that  this  may  lie  on 
the  table,  for  I  think  the  other  was  very  liberal. 
I  am  not  willing  to  give  my  support  to  this  reso- 
lution. 

There  being  no  objection  the  resolution  was 
laid  over. 

DISTURBANCES  IN  KANSAS. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  next  resolution  is 
one  submitted  by  the  l^nator  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  Wilson]  on  the  3d  of  January,  rela- 
tive to  disturbances  in  the  Territory  of  Kansas. 

Mr.  CLAY.  I  move  that  that  he  postponed 
indefinitely. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  was  not  aware  that  this 
resolution  would  come  up  to-day,  but  as  it  has 
come  up,  and  as  it  is  simply  a  resolution  of  in- 
quiry, 1  see  no  reason  for  its  indefinite  postpone- 
ment. I  should  be  glad  to  have  it  adopted  now, 
in  order  that  the  information  which  it  calls  for 
may  be  laid  before  the  country. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  resoluUon  will  be 
read. 

The  resolutioh  was  read,  as  follows: 

Retolvedf  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  communicate  to  the;  Senate  all  information  in 
the  pdssession  of  the  Executive  in  respect  to  the  disturb- 
nace^  in  the  Territory  of  KauKas,  afleeting  the  freedom  of 
electiODn;  and  that  he  be  further  reque>ted  to  inform  tlic 
Senate  by  what  autliority  armed  men  from  the  State  of 
JMtdMiuri  were  marched  into  the  Territory  of  Kandas, 
afain^n  the  peace  and  i^ood  order  of  the  said  Territory;  and, 
abo,  what  nep9  have  been  taken  by  the  Executive  to  pre- 
vent these  outraj^ea  upon  the  le^  rij^bts  of  the  people  of 
tliis  Territory;  and  what  penfons  holdmg  office  under  exec- 
utive appointmcul  have  participated  in  these  acts,  and  to 
what  extent. 

Mr.WELLER.  I  do  not  perceive  what  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts  expects  to  attain  by  this 
resolution.  We  have  had  a  special  messag^e  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States  on  this  subject, 
and  I  take  it  for  granted  that  the  Senate  isalreeuiy 
fully  in  possession  of  all  the  facts  which  have 
reached  the  Executive  in  regard  to  the  difficulties 
in  the  Territory  of  Kansas.  I  shall,  therefore, 
vote  to  postpone  this  resolution,  simply  for  the 
reason  that  I  believe  the  Senate  and  the  country 
are  already  in  possession  of  all  the  facts  which 
we  could  obtain  by  its  passage. 

Mr.  PESSENDEN.  I  would  suggest  that  the 
President's  message  puts  us  in  possession  of  no 
particular  facts  on  which  the  message  is  founded . 
The  object  of  this  resolution,  1  suppose,  is  to  get 
at  the  intelligence,  if  there  be  any  m  the  posses- 
sion of  the  President.  There  are  certainly  two 
points  mentioned  in  the  resolution  which  are 
not  alluded  to  in  the  message;  one  in  particular, 
to  which  I  call  the  attention  of  the  Senator  from 
California,  is  the  request  for  information  as  to 
what  United  States  officers,  if  any,  have  been 


concerned  in  the  transactions  that  have  occurred 
there. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  did  not  understand  the  res- 
olution as  touching  that  point. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  If  I  am  not  mistaken,  it 
does.  I  ask  that  the  resolution  may  be  read  again. 

Tlie  resolution  was  again  read. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  The  Senate  will  observe 
that  there  are  two  points  embraced  in  it,  as  I  sug- 
ffested:  one  is  a  request  on  the  President  to  inform 
tne  Senate  what  steps  have  been  taken  by  the 
Executive,  if  any,  with  respect  to  the  outrages 
in  Kansas,  or  the  transactions  there,  whatever 
they  may  be.  Another  is  a  request  to  inform  the 
Senate  what  United  States  officers,  if  any,  have 
participated  in  them.  Now,  sir,  it  is  perfectly 
manifest  that  the  President  has  some  informa- 
tion upon  which  his  message  to  us  was  predicated. 
He  speaks  in  that  message  of  certain  movements 
in  other  States  with  reference  to  colonizing  Kan- 
sas; and  he  speaks  also  of  the  transactions  which 
have  taken  place  on  the  border;  but  he  does  uot 
communicate  to  us  any  p&rticular  information. 
We  have  no  official  information  from  any  quarter. 
All  the  knowledge  that  we  can  gather  is  from 
newspapers  and  from  private  intelligence.  The 
President,  of  course,  does  not  speak  from  such 
loose  intelli^nce  as  that,  but  from  reliable  infor- 
mation in  his  own  possession.  Well,  sir,  there 
is  no  impropriety,  but,  it  strikes  me,  every  pro- 
priety, in  having  that  intelligence  communicated 
to  the  Senate,  so  that  the  country  may  be  in 
possession  of  some  definite  information  on  the 
subject,  especially  as  the  public  mind  is  so  much 
agitated  in  reference  to  the  matter. 

As  it  is  a  mere  resolution  of  inquiry,  as  it  is 
respectful  in  its  terms,  and  as  it  seeks  informa- 
tion of  which  the  country  is  very  much  in  need, 
I  do  not  see  any  reason  for  postponing  it  indefi- 
nitely, or  why  it  should  not  be  permitted  to 
take  the  course  which  resolutions  of  inquiry  of 
that  kind  are  ^nerally  permitted  to  take  wiuiout 
objection.  I  nope,  therefore,  it  will  not  be  post- 
poned. At  any  rate,  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  that  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  YULEE.  Mr.  President,  if  I  heard  cor- 
rectly the  reading  of  the  resolution,  it  assumes, 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  the  fact  that  armed 
bands  have  been  marched  from  Missouri  into  the 
Territory  of  Kansas,  and  calls  on  the  President 
to  inform  us  if  any,  and  if  so,  what  steps  have 
been  taken  to  redress  such  outrages.  Is  the  Sen- 
ate in  possession  of  the  fact  that  such  occurrences 
have  transpired?  I  am  not,  sir;  and  I  am  not 
willing  to  assume  the  fact  as  existing,  and  to  call 
on  the  Administration  for  a  defense  upon  a  fact 
which  I  do  not  know  to  exist. 

Now,  sir,  in  reference  to  this  whole  subject,  I 
take  it  that  the  Committee  on  Territories,  under 
the  reference  which  has  been  made  to  it  of  the 
recent  message  of  the  President  on  the  state  of 
affairs  in  Kansas,  will  have  the  whole  subject 
under  consideration,  and  will  call  for  such  further 
information  as  they  may  think  essential  to  en- 
lighten them  in  their  action  upon  the  subject; 
and  when  we  shall  have  received  their  report,  if 
anything  further  should  be  wanting,  it  seems  to 
me  there  would  then  be  ample  time  for  action  on 
the  nart  of  the  Senate.  I  do  not  perceive  any 
gooa  that  can  result  from  inquiries  made  now 
haphazard.  We  know  nothing  but  what  has 
been  communicated  by  the  President's  message. 
That  message  is  now  in  the  hands  of  a  commit- 
teo,  and  we  are  waiting  for  their  report.  I  take 
it  for  granted  they  will  inform  themselves  on  the 
matters  material  to  their  inquiries.  I  shall  there- 
fore vote  for  the  postponement  of  this  resolution. 

Mr.  GEYER.  Mr.  President,  1  should  have 
no  objection  to  this  resolution  if  it  were  not  en- 
tirely partial,  and  did  not  exclude  all  inquiry  into 
the  origin  of  ihe  troubles  in  Kansas.  If  you 
will  extend  the  call  for  information,  so  that  we 
may  learn  by  what  authority  armed  men  have 
been  sent  into  Kansas  from  other  States,  for 
purposes  of  armed  occupation,  I  shall  have  no 
objection  to  the  inquiry.  I  object  to  this  resolu- 
tion not  only  on  account  of  the  limit  which  it  at- 
tempts to  prescribe  to  the  inquiry,  but  also  be- 
cause it  assumes  as  a  fact,  that  armed  men  have 
been  .marched  into  the  Territory  of  Kansas  from 
the  State  of  Missouri.  That  men  have  passed 
over  the  borders,  and  have  endeavored  to  protect 
the  ballot  box  from  an  attempt  on   the  part  of 


those  armed  colonists  to  whom  I  have  alluded, 
to  control  the  elections  there,  I  have  no  doubt. 
That  disorders  have  existed  there  can  be  no 
question;  but,  sir,  those  disorders  originated  not 
on  the  borders,  but  they  are  to  be  attributed  to 
an  extraordinary  organization,  unprecedented  I 
believe,  of  what  is  called  an  **  Emigrant  Aid 
Society" — the  first  attempt  in  the  history  of 
this  country  to  take  possession  of  an  organized 
Territory,  and  exclude  from  it  the  inhabitants 
of  other  portions  of  the  Union. 

Now,  sir,  I  would  wish  the  honorable  Senator 
to  extend  his  inquiry,  or  propose  a  committee  to 
inquire  into  the  facts,  that  we  may  be  informed 
why  it  is  that  those  organizations  are  limited  in 
their  operation  exclusively  to  the  colonization  of 
the  Territory  of  Kansas;  why  there  is  no  emi- 
grant aid  society  for  Nebraska;  why  there  is  none  ' 
for  Oregon,  New  Mexico,  or  Utah?  Sir,  we  un- 
derstand that  this  society  was  organized  and  in- 
corporated for  the  purpose  of  colonizing  Kansas. 
Whether  they  have  furnished  money  to  purchase 
arms  for  the  colonists  sent  there  for  the  purpose 
of  occupying  the  Territory,  I  shall  not  undertake 
to  say;  but  that  money  has  been  furnished,  that 
they  p.ave  been  armea ,  and  that  they  have  used 
those  arms  in  endeavoring  to  control  the  settle- 
ments in  that  Territory,  there  can  be  no  sort  of 
question.  Let  us,  then,  have  an  unrestricted  in* 
quiry,  which  will  bring  the  whole  matter  fairly 
before  the  country. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  This  debate  has  risen  very 
suddenly ,  and  altogether  very  unexpectedly  to  me. 
In  fact,  I  had  entirely  forgotten  that  the  resolu- 
tion was  on  the  table;  but  since  it  is  before  us,  I 
will  say  that  it  strikes  me  as  one  so  entirely  free 
from  any  reasonable  objection — from  any  objec- 
tion except  that  which  grows  out  of  the  nature 
of  the  subject  itself  in  the  minds  of  fi:entlemen — 
that  I  am  somewhat  surprised  that  there  should 
be  any  unwillingness  to  have  it  take  the  course 
usual  with  resolutions  of  inquiry.  Sir,  the  Sen- 
ator from  Florida  says  that  we  have  no  reason  to 
suppose  that  there  have  been  any  disturbances  in 
that  region. 

Mr.  YULEE.  No,  sir.  The  Senator  will  ex- 
cuse me  for  correcting  him.  I  did  not  say  so.  1 
stated  that  the  resolution  assumed  as  a  met  that 
which  I  do  not  know  to  be  a  fact,  and  which  the 
Senate  does  not  know  be  afact,  to  wit:  that  armed 
bands  have  been  marched  from  Missouri  to  the 
Territory  of  Kansas  with  hostile  or  disorganizing 
or  disorderly  purposes.  It  assumes,  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate,  that  fact;  and  to  that  I  object. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Well,  I  understand  that 
to  amount  to  about  the  same  thing;  bu4  it  is  of 
no  kind  of  consequence,  perhaps,  in  this  regard 
what  the  purpose  was,  if  the  fact  exists.  I  sug- 
gest to  the  Senator  and  to  the  Senate  that  we  must, 
and  do  in  many  instances,  take  our  information 
on  which  resolutions  of  inquiry  are  founded  from 
public  notoriety,  even  puolic  suspicion,  of  the 
fact.  It  is  for  the  very  reason  tliat  we  nave  no 
authentic  and  reliable  intelligence,  that  we  are 
obliged  to  call  for  information  from  that  quarter 
where  we  may  expect  to  find  it.  As  to  tne  fact 
of  disturbances  having  occurred,  we  have  it  from 
the  President's  message  itself.  He  speaks,  in  the 
message  which  he  sends  to  us,  of  disturbances 
on  that  border,  and  he  speaks  also  of  the  occasion 
given  for  those  disturbances  in  another  quarter. 
We  have,  therefore,  the  intimation,  we  have  the 
assertion  of  the  fact;  and  the  object  of  the  reso- 
lution— its  sole  object — is  that  we  may  have  some 
authentic  information,  if  that  information  is  in 
possession  of  the  Executive,  from  which  we  may 
discover  what  the  foundation  is  for  the  assertions 
made  in  the  message.  If  the  President  thinks  it 
worth  his  while  to  send  a  message  to  us,  calling 
the  attention  of  Congress  and  the  country  to  an 
existing  state  of  facts  of  an  important  pubHc 
nature,  it  is  well  that  the  information  which  he 
has  in  relation  to  them  should  be  laid  before  the 
Senate  and  the  country,  so  that  we  niay  have 
something  on  which  to  rely,  if  any  action  of  ours 
is  called  for.  , 

It  is  important  in  another  aspect,  as  I  intimated 
before,  because  the  public  mind  is  exceedingly 
excited  on  the  subject.  I  do  not  say  with  what 
justice  in  onequnrter  or  another;  I  only  say  that 
the  fact  exists,  and  if  it  does  exist,  it  seems  to  me 
a  very  strange  thing  that  Senators  are  unwilling 
that  the  information  in  the  possession  of  the  Ex* 
eeutive  should  be  kept  there,  (it  being,  perhaps. 
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the  only  authentto  iDforraatlon  in  relation  to  the 
subject,)  and  the  country  be  left  in  ignorance  of 
what  the  message  is  predicated  upon. 

Ko;iv,  sir,  a  few  words  in  regard  to  the  state- 
ments made  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri  [Mr. 
Oetbr]  may  not  be  out  of  place.  He  has  stated 
what  Ills  belief  is.  He  has  his  belief,  and  I  have 
mine.  I  have  na  objection  to  an  amendment  of 
the  resolution,  so  as  to  make  it  embrace  that  por- 
tion of  the  message  which  refers  to  the  emigrant 
aid  societies,  of  which  the  Senator  speaks,  at  the 
lionh,  or  in  the  free  States,  and  their  action  in 
relation  to  this  Territory.  I  deem  his  suggestion 
in  that  respect  eminently  proper;  and  I  hope  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  will  amend  his 
resolution,  so  as  to  embrace  the  inquiry  suggested 
by  the  Senator  from  Missouri;  or,  if  he  does  not, 
I  will  vote  ibr  any  resolution  which  may  be 
offered  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Missouri 
embracing  that  whole  subject. 

Sir,  I  do  not  agree  with  him  that  armed  men 
have  been  sent  from  the  free  States  for  the  pur- 
pose of  controlling  elections  in  Blansas.  I  have 
never  seen  any  evidence  of  it;  there  have  been 
hardly  any  allegations  of  any  reliable  sort,  any- 
where, to  that  effect.  That  men  have  gone  there 
under  the  direction  of  an  emigrant  aid  society,  is 
very  probable;  it  is  no  doubt  true.  I  hold  that 
they  nad  a  perfect  right  to  go  there.  They  went 
with  good  motived,  as  bona  fide  settlers  of  the  Ter- 
ritory; and,  being  there,  liaole  to  attack,  they  had 
a  riffht  to  defend  themselves,  a  right  to  carry  arms 
with  them,  and  to  use  those  arms;  but  that  they 
attempted  to  control  the  ballot-box,  I  have  never 
seen  any  proof;  and  tlie  statement  now  made  by 
the  honorable  Senator  is  tlie  first  intimation  that 
has  come  to  my  ears  from  any  quarter  that  such 
is  the  fact.  I  take  it  to  be  a  back  fire  against 
what  is  perfectly  understood;  that  is,  that  there 
was  an  urruption  from  the  State  of  Missouri  for 
the  purpose  of  controlling  the  ballot-box  and 
preventing  a  free  expression  of  tlie  public  senti- 
ment of  the  people  of  Kansas.  That  is  my  belief; 
I  entertain  it  honestly,  as  I  presume  the  honor- 
able Senator  entertains  his  belief;  but  we  diflTcr. 

The  President  has  made  grave  charges  in  the 
message  which  he  has  sent  to  us.  He  has  taken 
upon  himself  to  charge  wrong  on  both  sections 
of  the  country:  on  the  one  lumd,  on  the  emigrant 
aid  societies,  or  on  the  people  of  the  free  States 
generally — for  his  charge  seems  to  me  to  be  a  gen- 
eral and  a  sweeping  one-— and  on  the  other  hand, 
against  the  people  of  Missouri;  because  it  is  per- 
fectly well  known  to  what  particular  quarter  the 
charge  is  directed.  The  public  mind  has  been 
excited  pn  the  (question;  different  opinions  pre- 
vail in  regard  to  it.  The  honorable  Senator  from 
Missouri  entertains  one  view,  and  other  Senators 
entertain  a  totally  different  view.  In  this  state 
of  the  case,  is  it  not  proper  to  direct  an  inquiry 
to  the  President  to  send  information  to  us,  in  order 
that  we  may  understand,  and  that  the  public  and 
the  country  may  understand,  where  is  Uie  right 
of  the  matter  and  where  is  the  wrong?  At  any 
rate,  let  us  be  put  in  possession  of  the  whole  in- 
formation on  the  subject.  I  confess  that  it  appears 
to  me  somewhat  singular  that  gentlemen  should 
object  to  opening  any  and  every  source  of  in- 
formation in  order  to  enable  the  country  to  know 
precisely  what  the  state  of  fieicts  is  in  relation  to 
this  matter. 

I  do  not  wish  to  speak  at  greater  length  now 
upon  the  general  subject.  The  occasion  will  un- 
doubtedly arise  when  it  can  be  debated  fully,  if 
it  requires  debate;  but  I  trust  the  resolution  will 
be  adopted,  and  that  we  shall  be  put  in  possession 
of  some  information  upon  which  we  can  rely. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  move  that  this  subject  be  post- 
poned for  the  present,  as  the  morning  hour  is  past, 
and  as  it  was  expected  that  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  would  address  the  Senate  on  (he  unfin- 
ished business  of  yesterday.  This  subject  will 
evidently  consume  some  tune;  and  I  therefore 
move  to  postpone  its  further  consideration  for  the 
present,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  unfin- 
ished business  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  TOUCEY.  Will  the  Senator  consent  to 
withdraw  his  motion  for  a  moment? 

Mr.  ADAMS.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  TOUCEY.  I  hope  the  Senate  will  adopt 
a  resolution  of  inquiry,  in  a  proper  form,  calling 
for  full  information  to  be  given  to  Congress  upon 
the  state  of  afiairs  in  Kansas.  I  think  that  Uon- 
gresi  should  direct  its  attention  to  the  qusations 


that  are  arising  there,  and  should  come  to  the 
support  of  the  Executive  in  the  effort  which  he 
is  makine  to  uphold  the  Constitution  and  the 
laws  which  have  been  passed  in  pursuance  of  the 
Constitution.  I  approve,  in  the  fullest  manner, 
the  proclamation  wnich  the  President  has  issued 
and  the  course  which  he  has  pointed  out.  I  say 
that  in  this  country,  as  long  as  we  are  living  under 
a  Cohstitution  and  under  law,  that  Constitution 
and  law  should  be  upheld  in  Kansas,  as  well  as 
everywhere  else,  by  the  whole  power  of  the  coun- 
try. But,  in  order  to  meet  this  question  fully 
and  fairly  on  all  sides,  I  think  it  is  but  just  and 
proper  that  the  Elxecutive  should  be  called  upon 
to  communicate  to  Congress  any  information 
within  his  possession;  ana  I  therefore  renew  the 
motion  which  was  withdrawn  by  the  Senator  from 
Mississippi,  that  the  subject  be  postponed  until 
to-morrow,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  unfin- 
ished business  of  yesterday. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  motion  to  postpone 
indefinitely  must  take  precedence. 

Mr.  CLAY.  I  withdraw  it  at  the  instance  of 
rayfrieod  from  Connecticut. 

The  PRESIDENT.  It  requires  unanimous 
consent,  the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  motion  to  post- 
pone indefinitely  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  hope  the  Senate  will  unani- 
mously agree  to  let  the  matter  go  over  until  to- 
morrow. I  am  certainly  willing  to  have  this 
resolution  assume  any  shape  that  may  be  satis- 
factory to  gentlemen,  so  as  to  obtain  the  informa- 
tion sought  for;  I  am  perfectly  willing  that  the 
matter  shall  be  passed  over  until  to-morrow. 

The  motion  to  postpone  until  to-morrow  was 
agreed  to. 

ADJOURNMENT  TO  MONDAY. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  STUART,  it  was 

Orderei,  Tbat  when  tbe  Senate  a4iounis,  it  be  to  meet 
on  Monday  next. 

PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  NAVAL  BOARD. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Jonbi,  of  Tennessee, 
on  the  19th  of  December  last,  which  had  been 
amended,  on  his  motion,  to  read  as  follows: 

Reaotved,  Tbat  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  directed  to 
communicate  to  tbe  Senate  a  copy  of  the  report  made  to 
hid  Department  by  the  board  of  naval  officers  convened  at 
Washington,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  approved  February  28, 
1855,  entitled  *'  An  act  to  promote  the  efficiency  of  tbe 
Navy,"  and  of  the  record,  Journal,  or  other  papers  accom- 
panying Maid  report;  or,  in  the  absence  of  such  papers,  tlMt 
he  nirtuer  infhrm  the  Senate  whether  the  causes  for  whicb 
officers  of  the  Navy  were  recommended  by  that  board  to 
be  dismissed  or  retired  accompanied  that  report,  or  were 
otherwise  made  known  in  writing  to  the  Department ;  and, 
if  80,  tbat  he  communicate  to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  the 
same. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  Mr.  President,  I  would  have 
much  preferred  to  go  on  and  give  my  views  yes- 
terday evening,  if  time  had  been  allowed  me;  but 
as  the  subject  was  then  specially  postponed  until 
to-day,  perhaps  a  duty  has  devolved  on  me  which 
I  had  not  at  first  proposed  to  myself  to  undertake. 
I  do  not  know  now  that  I  shall  speak  directly  to 
the  resolution  of  my  fHend  from  Tennessee;  but 
as  the  debate  has  assumed  quite  an  enlarged  char- 
acter, 1  must  allude  to  some  of  the  opinions  which 
have  been  expressed  to  us  from  very  responsible 
and  honorable  sc^urces.  I  consider  it  proper  also 
that  I  should  speak  as  to  the  character  of  this 
board,  its  proceedings,  the  President's  action 
under  the  law  in  question,  and  the  remedies  to 
which  we  must  Iook,  if  wrong  has  been  done,  in 
order  to  redress  it. 

Before  I  approach  any  one  of  these  important 
topics,  involving,  in  my  opinion,  very  grave  con- 
stitutional questions,  I  must  do  myself  justice  in 
relation  to  the  passage  of  this  law,  and  do  justice 
to  some  of  the  members  of  the  naval  board.  I 
did  not  vote  for  the  law;  I  am  satisfied  now  that 
I  was  opposed  to  it.  Whether  1  was  in  the  Senate 
Chamber  at  the  time  the  vote  was  taken,  I  do  not 
know.  I  know  I  must  take  my  share  of  the  re- 
sponsibility for  this  law;  for,  whilst  it  did  not 
receive  the  sanction  of  my  judgment,  it  ou^ht  to 
have  received  at  least  the  notice  of  my  opposition. 
I  am  free  to  say  that;  but  here,  sir,  in  limine ,  it 
is  my  duty  to  do  justice  to  one  of  the  members, 
and  a  prominent  member,  of  the  board.    If  my 

i'udgment  was  influenced  at  all  in  relation  to  the 
iw,  to  which  I  was  decidedly  opposed,  it  was  an 
exposition  which  I  acquired  in  a  conversation 
with  Commodore  Shubrick.    I  wish  now  to  say, 


for  that  gaUantt  hoaorable,  and  tniitwonky  een* 
tleman,  that  he  was  placed  ea  the  boan)  agtumt 
his  consent,  and  with  the  perfect  understanding 
that  he  was  opposed  to  the  law  under  which  liw 
board  was  organized.  How  far  the  remark  may 
be  applied  to  others,  1  know  not. 

In  this  connection,  too,  I  must  be  permitted  to 
say  that,  whilst  it  is  my  duty  (but  no  further,  1 
hope,  than  it  is  the  duty  of  every  Senator  harin* 
regard  to  justice)  to  maintain,  aa  far  as  I  cm, 
the  rtehts  of  my  constituents  who  have  beeo  de- 
g^raded  and  dtstVanchised,  it  would  not  becomt 
me — even  in  that  effort  to  do  justice  to  thera— by 
any  remarks  of  mine,  to  do  injustice  to  oihera. 
Three  members  of  the  board  were  constitaenu 
of  mine,  fVom  South  Carolina,  and,  I  think,  six 
of  my  constituents  have  been  reinoved  by  their 
iudgment,  or  at  least  by  the  judgment  of  the  ui< 
bunal  of  which  they  formed  a  part. 

Sir,  aAer  a  very  careful  inquiry,  I  am  satisfied 
that — although  the  board  has  been  denouneod  for 
exercising  a  jurisdiction  which  was  not  conferred 
upon  it,  or  for  abusing  a  jurisdiction  vhich  lai 
conferred — the  lej^islative  department  should  take 
the  first  share  of  the  blame.  Why?  Because 
they  have  given  this  statutory  jurisdiction  to  i 
tribunal  unknown  in  the  history  of  England  or 
of  this  country.  When  we  are  speaking  of  oihen 
who  have  abused  their  trust  ana  junsaiction,  ve 
should  take  the  first  share  of  censure  on  ourselTei, 
for  having  countenanced  and  created  a  IribuDal 
utterly  at  war  with  the  Constitution  and  the  lava 
•f  this  country,  and,  I  believe,  unknown  in  any 
country  professing  to  be  governed  by  the  common 
law  of  England.  Sir,  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  in 
England  the  Crown  dare  not— even  the  omnip- 
otence of  Parliament  dare  not-— undertake  to  ex- 
ercise the  power  of  disfranchising  or  degrading 
an  officer  in  the  Navy,  unless  the  facts  on  which 
the  judgment  is  to  be  formed  are  submitted  to  the 
Admiralty,  and  through  them  submitted  to  the 
Crown.  As  fares  I  understand  the  rules  of  other 
foreign  services,  when  an  officer  has  so  grossly 
misbehaved  as  not  to  deserve  a  trial  by  court- 
martial,  or  an  investigation  by  a  court  of  inquirjr, 
the  fhcts  stated  against  the  officer  are  sealed  ap, 
sent  to  the  proper  department,  and  submitted  to 
the  Crown. 

But,  sir,  look  at  the  jurisdiction  of  this  board. 
The  President  of  the  tfnited  States  has  a  jurii- 
diction  representinf^  the  interests  and  the  righti 
of  the  humblest  citizen,  and  every  citizen,  in  the 
United  States  of  America;  but  fifteen  ^nilemen 
have  had  delegated  to  them  a  jurisdiction  which 
belongs  alone  and  exclusively  to  the  Chief  Mag»* 
Urate.  What  is  the  jurisdiction  of  this  board? 
If  I  may  be  allowed  to  characterize  it— I  do  not 
speak  of  its  members,  for,  individually  and  per- 
sonally, I  have  a  high  regard  for  them;  I  »p<» 
of  them  officially— it  is  a  jurisdiction  most  anom- 
alous and  odious  to  me,  who  have  inhcriied|ifl 
some  measure,  by  my  education,  the  principtee 
of  Jifagna  Charta,  as  inculcated  by  the  coAmofl 
law.  It  is  the  most  odious  tribunal  that  has  erer 
been  instituted  in  this  or  any  country.  »  »* ' 
tribunal  having  a  jurisdiction  to  be  prosecuwn, 
witnesses,  and  judges.  Its  members,  locked  op 
in  a  room,  are  the  prosecutors  of  their  conirMf*» 
they  are  the  witnesses  against  them,  and  they 
pronounce  judgment  under  their  own  indictment, 
and  upon  tneir  own  evidence.  Is  not  that  irw- 
I  venture  to  say  that  there  is  no  instance  tow 
found  in  England  or  America  of  any  «»« 
tribunal;  and  1  take  my  share  of  the  \Mme  for 
having  put  such  a  one  into  existence,  capable^ 
doing— I  will  not  say  they  have  done  it— sob*" 
wron;^. 

Well,  sir,  if  this  be  the  case,  I  ask  the  (^uej* 
tion,  (and  let  gentlemen  who  undertake  to  tid«- 
cate  and  maintain  Uiis  jurisdiction  ^^^'^f  !^'JJl 
the  President  adopted  the  opinion  of  "»'*•?' 
gated  authority,  or  has  he  formed  his  own  jwj- 
menton  the  facts  submitted  to  his  o^^^^'T- 
If  the  President  has  taken  the  opimon  of  in» 
delegated  jurisdiction,  and  has  "^K*^^!}!^ 
out  examination,  or  rather  has  **^"\.  2^3 
it  his  own,  without  examination,  on  ""^^iS^ 
responsibility,  it  is  against  the  Constitsuon  ot  w 
United  States ;  for  he  is  alone  the  one  to  r«P^^ 
the  people  of  this  courvtry,  and  to  ^f^^\^ 
Navy.  The'  President  is  a  trustee,  and  the  m^ 
mission  which  he  confers  to  ^^^.'^^I^^ 
runs  in  this  way:  «•  Repoang  ^P*^^/°^^„l 
in  your  valor,  patriotiim,  fidelity,  and  •iw»7' 
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have  discharged  their  duty  properly  if  an  oppor* 
tunity  had  been  given  to  them  to  do  so;  but  if 
♦  irds  of  this  character,  with  their  proud  pinions 
rnd  game  spirit,  will  soar  aloft  with  the  eagle, 
let  them  not  complain  of  being  dazzled  by  the  rays 
of  the  sun.  Sir,  I  think  it  an  assumption  to  dis- 
pose of  men  thus,  because  they  are  old  and  feeble: 
It  was  a  false  principle  in  the  judgment  of  the 
board.  1  mij^ht  allude  to  other  cases,  but  1  have 
used  that  of  Commodore  Stewart  only  as  an  illus- 
tration; and  now  1  must  come  to  the  more  humble 
office  of  vindicating  my  own  constituents  who 
have  committed  their  cases  to  my  charge. 

The  first  which  I  wish  to  allude  to  is  that  of 
young  Rolando.  At  the  very  time  when  he  was 
condemned — if  rumor  reaches  me  rightly,  and  1 
have  a  right  now  to  allude  to  rumor — af  the  very 
time  when  he  was  impeached  on  the  ground  that 
he  was  a  coward  and  a  drunkard — in  that  very 
month,  1  believe,  he  was  on  duty  in  the  Chinese 
seas,  raining  a  distinction  and  a  reputation  rarely 
awarded  to  any  man  in  any  service  whatever.  I 
wish  the  Senate  to  hear  the  testimony  of  Mr. 
McLane  in  favor  of  Rolando,  and  also  the  extrav- 
agant opinions  which  were  entertained  of  him  by 
tne  Chinese. 

The  Secretary  read  the  following  extracts: 

Extract  from  the  Report  of  the  Hon.  Robert  M.  McLaney 
United  Statei  Commieeioner  to  CAina,  to  Hon.  Mr.  Jtfarcy, 
Secretary  of  State. 

Efforts  have  been  repeatedly  made  by  the  united  forces 
of  Great  Britain  anii  the  United  States,  to  repress  these 
piratical  hostiJities,  but  without  much  cflect ;  and  the  diffi- 
culty of  distinguisliing  between  the  pirates  and  the  traders 
proper  is  very  great,  tor  9II  the  coasting  vessels  are  armed, 
and  aJtemateiy  engaged  in  trade  and  piracy. 

In  this  connection  I  take  great  pleasure  in  bringing  to  the 
attention  of  the  Government  the  gallant  and  enterprising 
conduct  of  Lieutenant  Henry  Rolando,  of  the  United  States 
brig  Porpoise,  who  recently,  in  conJuncti(m  with  a  Portu- 
guese lorcba  and  a  detachment  of  boots  tboin  the  French 
frigate  Jeanne  d'Arc,  all  united  under  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant Rolando,  after  a'scarch  that  displayed  great  energy 
and  perseverance,  discovered  and  dispersed  a  large  fleet  of 
^ratea  within  a  few  mile«  of  Macao,  and  of  a  much  larger 
force  than  the  attacking  party.  The  pirates,  favored  by 
h^t  breezes  and  the  shallow  water  of  the  hay  where  they 
were  discovered,  made  their  escape,  and  in  retreating 
opened  fire  very  handsomely  on  their  pursuers,  who  rescued 
several  merchant  Junks  thai  had  been  eaptured  by  them 
only  a  few  days  before. 

The  Governor  of  Macao,  the  French  Minister  residing 
there,  with  many  others,  especially  our  own  countrymen, 
reihrred  in  terms  of  pride  and  sattsthction  to  the  conduct  of^ 
Lieutenant  Rolando,  not  less  distinguished  by  bn  gallantry 
and  enierpri«e,  than  by  hishumanitvand  generous  benevo- 
lence in  rescuing,  at  great  personal  haziutl  and  exposure, 
the  8hip%vrecked  passengers  of  the  ship  Hygea.  a  Aill  report 
of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  (marked 
D,)  firom  the  American  Consul  at  Hong  Kong,  embracing  a 
narrative  of  the  assistance  rendered  by  Lieutenant  Rolando 
to  several  American  ships  on  the  coast  of  China,  with  the 
official  correspondence  between  the  consul  and  Commander 
Ringgold,  commanding  United  States  Explorhig  Expedition, 
directing  Lieutenant  Rolando  to  perfbnn  this  service. 

ROBERT  M.  McLANE, 
United  Statei  Commimoner  to  China. 

Ron.  Bfr.  Maect,  Secretary  of  State. 

LeUer  of  Thanfn  from  the  Chinese  rescued  by  Lieutenant 
Rolando  from  the  Pratas  Shoal.  Tranalated  by  Peter 
Parker,  Eeq. 

The  grateful  acknowled^ents  of  upwards  of  five  hun- 
dred and  twenty  subjects  of  tlie  Great  Pan  Dynasty,  belong- 
ing to  tlie  districts  of  Kal  Ping  and  Gan  Ping,  Lin  Ning,  and 
Ling  Hwnff,  in  the  Department  of  Knang  Chow,  in  the 
Province  of  Knang  Tang. 

On  the  fourtli  day  of  the  fiAh  month,  (30th  May,  1854,) 
we  embarked  at  Hung  Kong  for  San  Francisco,  in  pursuit 
of  a  livelihood,  and  on  the  night  of  the  18th  of  the  same 
month  arrived  at  the  Pratas  fcjhoal,  when  our  ve«iel  was 
wrecked  on  a  large  reck ;  we,  the  merchants  in  the  wrecked 
vessel,  famishing  with  cold  and  huiiger,  had  no  way  of 
escape  with  our  lives,  and  were  eonnned  in  great  dii<ttrees 
and  difficulty.  Our  captain,  with  the  chief  offers  and 
sailors,  each,  without  thinking  of  saving  us,  took  a  small 
vessel,  and  privately  fled  to  another  place.  We,  the  mer- 
chants on  board  the  ship,  had  no  alternative  but  to  take  a 
small  boat  and  land,  and  reside  on  the  Pratas  Shoal  for 
twenty-odd  days,  when  our  provisions  were  all  expended, 
destitute  of  any  vessel  in  which  to  escape  vvith  our  Hves, 
when,  on  the  sixth  month  and  third  day,  the  American 
chief  compassionately  sent  to  the  brig  of  war  Porpoise. 
Captain  Henry  Rolando,  who,  hearing  at  Hong  Kon^  or 
our  situation,  in  the  exercise  of  ^eat  humanity,  to  deliver 
us  from  our  perilous  condition^  immediately  prepared  and 
provisioned  bis  vessel,  and  takmg  with  him  ICnang  Athen, 
of  the  district  of  Puan  Ju,  as  pilot,  spread  sail  and  sought 
for  the  Pratas  Sboal,  wtuch  he  reached  at  noon  on  tlie 
seventh  day,  and  delivered  us  ttom  our  perils,  and  took  us 
oflT,  and  immediately  returned  to  Hong  Kong.  Moreover,  1 
on  board  the  vessel  there  were  ten  men  and  more  very  sick, 
for  whom  he  provided  medical  aid  and  healed  them.  This 
(hvor  to  us  is  as  vast  as  the  ocean,  and  his  righteousness  as 
high  as  the  heavens.  Truly  wo  again  behold  the  sun  in 
the  heavens,  and  our  present  joy  exceeds  all  hope,  and  the 
Ihvor  received  is  boundless. 

But  we  all  now  are  destitute  of  returning  to  our  homes, 
and,  therefore,  are  unable  to  recompense  him ;  and  can  only 
present  hUn  with  this  written  expressioo  of  our  gratitade 


for  bis  (tavor,  expressive  of  our  sincere  and  heartfelt  wishes 
to  Captain  Henry  Rolando,  that  his  happiness  may  be  com- 
parable to  the  hlUs  and  mountains  in  magniMde,  and  that 
bis  longevity  may  be  as  great  as  that  of  tlie  pines  and  cedars 
— in  wealth,  may  he  be  Uke  Tam  CJliow,  and  may  he  be  hon- 
ored with  offices  as  high  as  Sze,  (an  ancient  Prime  Minis- 
ter of  China.)  These  are  our  sentiments.  Through  myriads 
of  years,  we  shall  bear  about  with  us  the  recollection  of  the 
virtuous  acts  with  which  his  kindness  has  bedewed  as. 

LUG  YUEN  CHING,    \rw»*^^^ 
LUG  CUING  PE,         {Cliarmctcw. 

To  the  original  is  appended  five  hundred  and 
twenty-four  names. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  Mr.  President,  I  leave  Ro- 
lando with  the  Chinese  compliment,  and  Mr.  Mc- 
Lane's  notice,  and  I  think  it  will  be  very  difficult 
for  the  board  to  defend  that  judgment  in  viewx)f 
these  facts.  I  have  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Rolando 
would  be  restored  to  the  Nayy  after  that  state- 
ment, for,clcarly,  the  judgment  of  the  board  could 
not  have  been  founded  on  proper  information  in 
regard  to  him.  I  leave  his  case,  with  these  state- 
ments, and  I  come  now  to  that  of  another  gen- 
tleman. Lieutenant  Maffit. 

Lieutenant  Maffit,  perhaps,  has  some  enemies 
in  the  Navy.  I  am  not  one  of  those  who,  in  at- 
tempting to  defend  Lieutenant  Maffit,  would  seek 
to  acquit  him,  if  he  has  become  justly  obnoxious 
to  any  of  the  members  of  the  board;  but  I  cannot 
allude  here  to  those  circumstances.  From  what 
I  have  heard,  LieutenantMaffit  has  been  selected, 
on  account  of  his  scientific  attainments,  to  do  duly 
in  connection  with  the  coast  survey,  and  very 
high  tributes  have  been  paid  to  him  by  Professor 
Bache,  who  has  charge  of  that  survey.  I  believe 
the  last  time  that  he  sailed  on  board  a  naval  ship 
was  with  Commodore  Shubrick,  in  the  Macedo- 
nian, in  1840.  Probably  he  has  not  been  at  sea 
since  that,  but,  injustice  to  him,  I  must  say  that 
Lieutenant  Maffit  has  been  engaged  in  important 
and  arduous  duty  on  the  coast  of  Virginia,  South 
Carolina,  New  York,  and  Massachusetts,  and  I 
have  been  informed  by  respectable  officers,  that 
if  those  coasts  had  to  be  defended  to-morrow, 
there  is  not  in  the  Navy  any  individual  who 
would  be  selected  in  preference  to  Lieutenant 
Maffit,  if  ability  were  to  be  the  guide. 

To  be  sure,  he  has  not  done  what  my  fViend 
from  Florida  has  spoken  of— he  has  not  trod  the 
quarter-deck  upon  the  ocean,  of  late  years,  but 
He  has  been  in  perilous  service.  He  has  been  in 
boats,  making  surveys  of  shoals  and  of  harbors; 
and  I  believe  that  to-mprrow,  if  our  coast  were 
invaded,  Maffit  would  be  qualified  to  take  the 
first  place  and  position  for  his  rank.  He  has  not 
sailed  in  a  naval  vessel  for  years,  but  there  stands 
the  fact  before  you,  that  he  is  now  engaged  in 
service  of  great  importance  to  the  country.  Let 
me  ask,  why  he  has  not  been  at  sea?  Let  those 
gentlemen  who  look  so  much  to  sea-service  an- 
swer me — why  has  Lieutenant  Maffit  not  been 
at  sea  ?  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  could  have 
ordered  him  to  sea  at  any  time  he  cho.^'e.  Those 
gentlemen  who,  it  is  said,  have  lost  their  sea-legs, 
and  have  lost  something  of  the  experience  to  be 
acquired  only  on  board  ship,  have  always  been 
under  the  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy; 
and  why  has  he  allowed  them  to  remain  on  shore, 
and  lose  that  intelligence  which  he  could  compel 
them,  by  his  orders,  to  acquire?  In  nine  cases 
out  often,  they  have  so  mucn  merit  and  so  much 
science  that  they  have  been  invited  to  a  service 
for  which  the  members  of  the  Navy  are  not,  per- 
haps, generally  fit.  Sir,  every  man  who  can  nght 
is  not,  necessarily,  the  only  person  who  can  per- 
form hiffh  functions  in  the  military  or  naval  ser- 
vice. If  Lieutenant  Maury  were  to  demonstrate 
to  the  world,  by  his  wind  and  current  charts,  the 
best  manner  of  navigating  ships,  and  if  he  were 
to  discover  laws  of  the  universe  under  which  life 
would  be  better  protected,  will  you  tell  me  that 
because  he  did  not  learn  it  on  board  a  quarter- 
deck, it  should  be  of  no  use.  That  which  would 
induce  other  Governments  to  raise  monuments  to 
him  for  his  discoveries,  is  to  be  the  source  of 
detraction,  because  he  happens  to  have  a  little 
more  science  than  suits  the  taste  of  many  gen- 
tlemen. 

Now,  sir,  I  come  to  the  case  of  an  old  gentle- 
man of  my  acquaintance — Captain  Paine.  He  has 
been  placed  on  the  reserved  list,  and  1  believe  he 
is  perfectly  satisfied  with  that,  provided  you  take 
him  from  the  furlough  list,  and  place  him  on  the 
more  honorable  retired  list  with  the  larger  pay. 
I  know  the  old  man  well.  I  know  him,  too,  not 
only  by  a  personal  introduction  to  him,  but  1 


know  him  by  his  walk.  One  of  his  legs  is  shorter 
than  the  other.  How  did  h  become  so?  Incon- 
sequence of  a  shot  which  be  received  in  battle 
Not  a  taint  ever  aff*ectcd  the  moral  clmractcr  of 
this  gentleman.  1  know  bith  well.  I  haveseea 
him  in  full  uniform;  and  now  that  very  uniform 
with  which  he  was  proud  to  enter  ball  rooms  and 
banquets,  is  to  be  doffed,  and  he  is  no  lonier  (0 
carry  his  wife  and  his  daughters  under  the  pro«d 
associations  of  his  profession.  Is  this  just  to 
him? 

I  will  advert  next  to  the  case  of  a  young  geii- 
ticman  by  tlie  name  of  Simmons,  whose  memo- 
rial has  been  presented  by  me.  I  know  Dothing 
of  Mr.  Simmons,  but  I  know  his  family.  1  do 
not  know  that  the  family  reputation  of  any  man 
can  be  appealed  to  for  his  protection;  but,  sir, 
let  us  remember  wliat  Cornelia  said;  when  alu 


get  that  old  Kit  Simmons,  the  grandfather  of 
this  young  gentleman,  performed  distinguishai 
achievements  in  Marion's  celebrated  legion  duriaj 
the  revolutionary  war,  and  was  his  adjutant.  1 
do  not  assert  that  this  should  protect  the  yoiug 
man;  but  it  might  have  been  remembered.  Ida 
not  say  that  it  should  influence  the  iudgmcniof 
Commodore  Shubrick  and  those  wno  W4?rc  on 
that^oard.  When  1  connect  the  names  of  Sim- 
mons and  Shubrick,  1  cannot  forego  the  oppor- 
tunity of  saying  that  as  proud  a  name  as  is  to  bi 
found  in  the  annals  of  the  Revolution  is  the  name 
of  Shubrick.  As  long  as  the  ill-fated  catastro- 
phe of  Euperviais  remembered,  and  the  achie«- 
ments  of  tne  captain  who  fell  there  are  not  for- 
gotten, the  name  of  Shubrick  will  be  respected. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  mentioned  the  names  of 
officers  who  have  been  acted  upon  by  this  board, 
with  no  improper  feeling  toward  tne  board.  I 
think  it  but  justice  to  the  board,  tliat  whc.T  offi- 
cers have  been  wronged  by  their  judpw^nt,  tlie 
advocates  and  friends  of  those  who  have  sufltred 
should  have  the  opportunity  of  placing  their  rep- 
utation fhirly  before  the  public. 

There  is  another  case  to  which  I  will  allude- 
that  of  a  personal  friend;  I  refer  to  Captain  Pfi- 
tigru.  Plis  memorial  is  before  the  Senate.  He 
is  a  man  of  peculiar  habits  and  remarkable  eccen- 
tricity, with  a  great  deal  of  talent  concealed  under 
a  very  embarrassed  manner;  and  manypcoDle 
have  told  me  he  was  drunk,  when  I  dia  not  »• 
lievc  he  had  drunk  one  drop  that  day.  In  fact,  I 
heard  some  naval  officers  say  they  did  not  beliere 
it  was  possible  to  make  old  Tom  drunk,  anyhof. 
[Laughter.]  Pcttigru  was  arraigned  forraerir 
upon  charges  which,  if  true,  would  hare  ruined 
him.  He  was  charged  with  using  the  flag  of  hj 
country  to  apprehend  a  criminal,  with  a  view  rf 
yielding  to  tne  sordid  temptation  of  takingf5.0w 
reward  in  California.  He  was  tried  for  it;  m 
defied  his  prosecutor.  At  that  time,  ai  the  in- 
stance of  Mr.  Miller,  formerly  a  Senator  froo 
New  Jersey,  and  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Afl^airs,  I  wrote  to  Captain  Pcttigru  on 
the  subject,  and  he  said  that  he  spurned  conceal- 
ment, and  whatever  might  be  said,  lie  would  rather 
have  an  open  trial  than  a  secret  insinuation.  n« 
was  tried,  and  what  was  the  finding  of  the  tri- 
bunal that  tried  him }  Not  merely  an  acq*"*' 
but  an  honorable  acquital  from  the  charges  mace 
against  him.  The  report  now  obtains,  howerer, 
that  money  was  handled  by  Pcttigru  to  some  ex- 
tent—! do  not  know  how  far;  but  the  fo*:^]''^ 
he  never  got  a  dollar  of  it.  When  he  uodertooi 
to  carry  the  culprit  who  had  committed  amunJer, 
it  was  not  for  the  purpose  of  making  money  Ji"* 
self;  and  that  is  acknowledged  bv  the  court  wpa 
formally  tried  him  and  acquittca  him.       .    . 

Now,  however,  as  1  have  learned,  ^ch  "  !^ 
charge  upon  which  he  has  been  degraded,  ^ 
franchised ,  crushed.  Sir,  the  honorable  Senawr 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Ciiittbnden]  ye^^^g 
spoke  of  officers  who  had  slicd  tears  when  m\% 
of  their  fkte;  but  Pcttigru  did  not  cry:  \^^^^, 
in  an  attempt  to  suppress  the  feelings  ^'"?f  ^ 
cited  his  bosom.  He  was  dismissed  uponciia^ 
made  by  a  gentleman  by  the  name  of  ^  ^^i 
filed  in  the  Navy  Department,  such  a^/'^P^ 
Pcttigru  never  heard  of;  and  these  arc  the  ctot^ 
and  misdemeanors  that  have  been  made  no^^ 
form  an  accumulated  judgment  upon  him.  ^ 
may  he  say,  Jlnguis  in  hertd  laid.  He  j^  ^ 
an  opportunity  to  crush  this  snake  that  ww 
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remain  as  vacancies  unfilled,  and  though  we  repeal 
thelaW)  the  officers  who  have  been  reared  will  not 
thereby  be  legislated  into  those  vacancies. 

My  first  answer  to  tlie  honorable  Senator — and 
I  submit  to  him  that  it  is  a  complete  answer — is, 
that  ^  there  be  vacancies,  (which  I  shall  presently 
question,)  the  law  created  them;  and  it  the  law 
creatcfd  the  vacancies,  cannot  the  law  destroy  the 
vacancies?  Yes,  sir,  as  a  strictly  logical  conclu- 
sioh  I  say,  if  the  law  can  create  vacancies,  the 
law  can  uncreate  or  destroy  them.  If  there  be 
vacancies,  they  have  been  created  by  this  law.  I 
shall  deny  presently  that  there*  are  or  were  any 
vacancies;  but  if  there  were,  they  were  created  by 
the  law,  and  by  the  law  alone.  If  the  law  alone 
created  them,  and  you  repeal  the  law,  what  be- 
comes of  the  vacancies,  or  if  in  the  repealing  you 
declare  that  there  were  no  vacancies,  what  will 
be  the  effect?  It  is  just  as  competent  for  Congress 
to  do  that  as  to  make  vacancies. 

Sir,  the  difiicultv  is  that  the  law  has  under- 
taken to  do  what  tne  law  cannot  do.  The  whole 
frame-work  of  the  law  iswrong  and  misconceived 
in  reference  to  the  Constitution.  The  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  leaves  to  legislation  the 
creation  of  offices  except  where  ordained  by  it- 
self. It  leaves  to  legislation  to  prescribe  the  func- 
tions and  the  duties  of  offices,  but  it  gives  to  the 
executive  power  the  authority  to  fill  the  offices  by 
the  appointment  of  officers.  The  language  of  the 
Constitution  is,  that  the  President  **  shall  nom- 
inate, and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  shall  appoint  .embassadors,  other 
public  ministers,  and  consuls,  judges  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  and  all  other  officers  of  the  United 
States  whose  appointments  are  not  herein  other- 
wise provided  tor,  and  which  shall  be  established 
by  law;"    but  the  Constitution  qualifies  this 

1)0 wer  by  adding,  "but  the  Congress  may  by 
aw  vest  the  appointment  of  such  inferior  officers 
as  they  may  tnink  proper,in  the  President  alone, 
in  the  courts  of  law,  or  in  the  heads  of  Depart- 
ments." The  President,  therefore,  unless  re- 
strained by  a  law  of  Congress  as  to  inferior  offi- 
cers, must  nominate  all  officers  of  every  kind; 
and  then  the  Constitution  provides:  "The  Presi- 
dent shall  have  power  to  nil  up  all  vacancies  that 
may  happen  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  by 
granting  commissions  which  shall  expire  at  the 
end  of  their  next  session.'* 

Now  let  us  bring  this  law  to  the  test  of  the 
Constitution.  Former  laws  created  naval  offices, 
and  in  doing  so  declared  that  there  should  be 
eixty-cight  post  captains  in  the  Navy.  The  law 
was  competent  to  do  that.  If  any  one  of  those 
captains  dies,  or  resigns,  oris  dismissed  from  the 
service,  his  place  becomes  vacant  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Constitution;  and  if  that  vacancy 
happens  in  the  recess  of  Congress  the  President 
can  issue  a  temporary  commission  to  fill  the 
vacancy.  That  is  not  the  case,  however,  now 
presented  to  us.  Having  sixty -<»ight  officers  who 
Jiold  the  office  of  captain  in  the  Navy,  this  law 
has  undertaken  to  say,  that  when  a  certain  num- 
ber of  them  arc,  pursuant  to  its  provisions,  made 
ineligible  to  promotion,  and  placed  upon  the  re- 
tired list,  that  vacancies  are  thereby  created  in  the 
office  of  post  captain  in  number  equal  to  those  so 
retired.    Let  us  test  this  a  little  further. 

^  When  the  law  was  passed  there  were  sixty- 
eight  captains  in  the  Navy.  By  the  action  of 
the  rtaval  board,  and  its  approval  by  the  Presi- 
dent, three  of  them  have  been  dismissed  from  the 
service.  How  many  remain  ?  Sixty-five.  But 
all  who  are  placed  on  the  retired  list,  says  the 
law,  also  vacate  their  offices — vacancies  which 
the  President  is  authorized  to  fill.  How  is  the 
vacancy  eflfected  ?  We  know  what  a  vacancy 
is,  not  only  in  popular  acceptation,  but  in  legal 
acceptation.  It  is  the  vacation  of  an  office.  It 
means  tlrnt  that  which  was  full  has  become  empty; 
and  the  Constitution  has  provided  that,  when  an 
office  does  become  empty,  or  vacant,  it  shall  be 
filled  by  the  Executive,  as  the  appointing  power; 
but  hero  we  have  by  law  sixty-eight  offices,  and 
three  of  the  officers  holding  them  having  been 
dismissed,  sixty-five  remained,  and  there  are  three 
vlacancies. 

But,  besides,  tlie  three  who  were  dismissed, 
twenty-eight ,  of  the  original  number,  holding 
their  commissions  unaffected,  have  by  law  been 
disabled  to  a  certain  extent  in  the  appropriate 
fvinctions  of  their  office — and  by  reason  ot  such 
disabilities  the  law  declares  their  offices  vacant. 


If,  indeed,  their  offices  are  vacant,  tlien  those 
who  held  them  hold  them  no  longer;  but  their 
commissions,  which  are  the  muniments  of  title, 
remain  as  they  were,  their  designations  as  post 
captains  in  the  Navy  remain  to  them,  ana  by 
virtue  of  their  commissions  they  are  liable  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  their  offices  when  ordered  by 
the  President.  If  in  office  at  all,  tliey  are  in  of- 
fice as  post  captains,  and  you  have  thus  twenty- 
eight  of  these  nigh  officers  out  of  office  in  intend- 
ment of  the  law,  but  in  office  in  fact,  and  to  every 
practical  purpose.  It  results,  in  my  judgment, 
that  the  law  has  simply  declared  that  to  exist 
w^ch  in  fact  does  not  exist,  to  wit:  vacancies 
created  in  office  by  its  modification  of  the  func- 
tions of  the  officer. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  I  wish  to  ask  the  Senator 
from  Virginia  a  question.  Suppose  that  we  had 
already  confirmed  the  nominations  which  it  is 
said  the  President  has  sent  to  this  body,  and  after 
confirming  them  we  should  repeal  the  law,  what, 
then,  would  be  the  eflfect? 

Mr.  MASON.  Mr.  President,  I  think,  in  pros- 
ecuting the  inquiry,  the  Senator  will  find  a  Aill 
answer  to  his  question,  and,  in  getting  that  an- 
swer, he  will  find,  when  the  Senate  are  brought 
to  consider  the  nominations  of  those  who  have 
been  promoted,  greater  constitutional  difficulties 
beset  his  path  than,  so  far  as  I  am  informed,  he 
has  yet  seen.  Now,  sir,  we  must  construe  this 
law,  if  we  can,  so  as  to  reconcile  it  with  the  Con- 
stitution, and  give  it  effect.  We  cannot  reconcile 
it  with  the  Constitution  if  we  consider  that  the 
law  has  vacated  the  office  of  post  captain.  In 
considering  the  law,  I  think  we  shall  find  that 
there  are  but  three  vacancies  by  the  operation  of 
the  naval  board  and  the  act  of  the  President,  cre- 
ated in  the  grade  of  post  captain,  those  vacancies 
having  been  created  by  the  dismissal  of  three 
captains.  I  take  the  captains  for  illustration,  and 
of  course  the  observation  applies  to  the  other 
grades. 

Where  is  the  office  which,  before  the  passage 
of  this  law,  was  filled  by  Commodore  Charles 
Stewart?    He  is  a  post  captain  in  the  Navy  still. 
Is  there  a  vacancy  in  his  office  of  post  captain  ? 
He  retains  his  commission  utterly  unaffected — a 
commission   that  filled  one  of  the  sixty-eight 
offices  exi.<«tin^  by  law,  and  he  remains  upon  the 
same  duty  which  he  was  dischai^ing  at  the  time 
when  he  was  disrated.  *1  ask,  then,  is  tfiere  a 
vacancy  in  the  office  filled  by  Charles  Stewart? 
The  law  in  question  says  there  is  a  vacancy,  but 
the  fact  is  there  is  none.    You  must  construe  the 
law,  if  you  can,  to  reconcile  it  with  the  Consti- 
tution and  give  it  effect.    The  law  says  the  Presi- 
dent shall  create,  by  promotion,  so  many  post 
captains  as  may  be  dropped  or  retired  from  active 
service  by  his  act  and  that  of  the  naval  board, 
and  he  has  done  it.     In  doing  it  he  has  appointed  , 
thirty -one  additional  post  captains;  ana  if  you  | 
take  the  Navy  Register  you  will  find  that  there 
I  are  now  over  ninety  post  captains  in  the  Navy — 
;  thirty-one  of  tliem  new  appointments  made  to  fill 
the  vacancies  declared  to  exist  by  the  late  law.  : 
The  effect  has  been  to  appoint  thirty-one  new  post  I 
captains,  and  to  increase  the  list  of  captains  to  j 
over  ninety,  instead  of  sixty-eight.    It  is  compe- 
tent to  the  law  to  do  it.    'Hie  law  can  create  nine  j 
hundred  post  captains,  if  Congress  considers  it  i 
the  policy  of  the  Government  to  do  so;  and  the  i 
effect  of  this  law  has  been  to  create  thirty-one  ' 
new  offices  of  post  captain,  and  they  have  been 
filled  by  the  President. 

Now,  I  come  to  the  answer  to  the  question  of 
the  Senator  from  Louisiana.    That  Senator  has 
experienced,  I  doubt  not,  what  all  have  experi- 
enced who  have  attained  hi&  age  and  mine,  and 
whose  duty  it  has  been,  in  ]n-otessional  or  other 
life,  to  bring  their  minds  closely  to  the  examina- 
tion of  a  subject,  that  we  are  more  likely  to  com- 
prehend it  in  all  its  bearings  when  we  are  called 
to  act  directly  on  it,  than  when  we  are  indulging,  i 
as  we  have  been  indulging  here,  in  a  discursive  ' 
debate  on  a  proposition  to  which  the  debate  is  I 
not  relevant.    The  President,  executing  this  law,  I 
considered  that  those  vacancies  which  the  law  i 
attempted  to  create  were  vacancies  which  hap-  j 
pened  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  because  the  j 
naval  board  sat  and  pronounced  its  judgment, ) 
and  the  President  confirmed  its  judgment,  in  the  j 
recess.    Thus,  he  seems  to  have  considered  that  I 
they  were  vacancies  happening  in  the  recess,  and  t 
he  nlled  th^  as  the  Constitution  would  authorize  I 


him  to  fill  them,  provided  they  were  vacancies, 
and  provided  they  happened  in  the  recew  of  the 
Senate,  by  issuing  commissions  before  nomination 
and  confirmation  by  the  Senate. 

1  will  not  say  that  I  defy  the  legal  acumen  of 
any  intellect  to  place  a  different  construction  on 
the  law;  but  if  any  other  construction  can  be 
placed  on  the  law  than  that  the  authority  to  fill 
those  alleged  vacancies  is  the  creation  of  lo 
many  new  offices,  I  have  as  yet  been  unable  to 
see  it.  If  they  be  new  offices,  the  act  of  the  Prei- 
ident  in  issuing  these  commissions  is  merely 
void .  He  might  send  nominations  to  the  Senate, 
and  ask  them  to  advise  and  consent  to  them  as 
appointments  to  new  offices,  because  as  to  such 
nominationii  confirmation  must  precede  commii* 
sions. 

I  say,  then,  that,  according  to  my  constroctioo 
of  this  law,  the  whole  frame-work  of  it  is  bad.  It 
is  at  war  with  the  Constitution.  It  has  attempt»l 
to  create  vacancies  when  it  could  not  create  va- 
cancies. It  has  required  that  vacancies  should 
be  filled  when  no  vacancies  existed.  The  only 
sensible  construction  you  can  place  on  it,  to 
reconcile  it  to  the  Constitution,  is,  that  it  pro- 
vides, in  this  indirect  and  clumsy  manner,  for  the 
appointment  of  thirty-one  new  captains  in  the 
Navy;  and  if  that  be  the  effect,  all  will  acknowl- 
edge that  those  new  offices  can  alone  be  fiUed  by 
nominations  to  the  Senate  preceding  the  commi^ 
sions,  and  that  no  commissions  can  i»ue  until 
the  nominations  be  confirmed.  If  I  am  right  in 
this  view  of  the  subject,  it  will  follow  that,  when 
those  nominations  come  in,  they  must  be  disaf- 
firmed, because  the  Constitution  aid  not  authorize 
such  appointments  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate. 

I  submit,  then,  to  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Louisiana,  first,  that  if  it  should  be  the  pleasure 
of  Congress  to  repeal  the  law,  and  the  Senate 
should  find  it  to  be  their  duty  to  reject  the  nom- 
inations— or,  more  properly,  to  withhold  their 
assent  to  them — because  tlie  commissions  vere 
improvidently  issued,  every  officer  in  theXavr, 
except  those  who  have  been  dropped,  will  oc 
remitted  exactly  to  the  position  which  he  held 
before  the  boara  sat,  unaffected  by  its  ocUon. 

These  considerations,  Mr.  President,  1  throw 
out  for  what  they  may  be  worth,  and  chiefly  to 
awake  inquiry,  when  we  are  called  on  to  act  on 
tlie  questions  involved  in  the  proper  consimc- 
tion  of  this  law,  and  the  action  of  the  Executi« 
under  it.  ,  . 

Now,  sir,  I  shall  not  go,  as  my  justly  distin- 
guished friend  from  South  Carohna  did,  into  a 
presentation  of  the  particular  cases  of  officwJ 
whose  memorials  I  have  presented,  and  who  haw 
been  made  the  subject  of  the  action  of  this  law. 
I  shall  wait  and  examine  carefully  and  with  enure 
respect  such  suggestions  as  may  come  to  us  from 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs.  ^But,  knowing 
what  I  do  know  personally— for  I  have  some 
personal  acquaintance  with  officers  of  the  ^aTy, 
though  with  but  very  few  of  thcra,  who  have  been 
disrated  by  this  act— I  say,  that  unless  there  be 
something  against  them  which  does  not  appear  in 
common  life,  and  which  ought  to  be  judicially 
inquired  into,  I  cannot  shut  my  eyes  to  the  fact 
that  some  of  them,  as  known  to  me, are  both  com- 
petent and  efficient  for  all  their  duty,  ashore  antf 
afloat;  now,  if  they  ever  were  since  they  have 
been  in  the  Navy.  I  ccuinot  shut  my  eyes  to  uie 
fact  and  consent  to  preclude  further  inquiry ?*""" 
I  hear  it  asserted  from  many  quarters  inaiom«'iJ 
have  been  disrated  or  dropped,  not  because  incy 
were  inefficient  or  incapable  mentally  ^'^P"^?^ 
ally,  but  because  of  the  doing  of  some  act  IW' 
would  justly  deprive  them  of  their  <^."'*'5'^'be 


and  if  such  be  the  fhct,  tliey  are  entitled  w  » 
heard  under  the  forms  and  sanctions  of  Ji»"="* 
inquiry. 


Nor  can  I  be  blind  to  those  appearances  whwk 
would  seem  to  indicate  (and  which  are  to  »o^ 
extent  confirmed  by  su^stions  that  °*^^^. 
time  to  time  fallen  from  the  chairman  of  thetoro- 
mittee  on  Naval  Affairs)  that  the  law  wasin^r- 

Ereted  to  give  to  the  board  the  power  oi  w 
anding  a  porUon  of  the  Navy  for  the  pujP^ 
of  thinning  the  ranks.    There  were,  in  t»cW^ 
many  officers  for  the  ships;  and,  having  too  ^M 
officers  for  the  ships^  it  was  necessarytnw » ^ 
tain  number  of  them  should  be  disposed  oi. 

The  Senator  from  Florida,  I  think,--;cenaiwT 
others,  if  not  he,— have  sought  to  justify  tnejJJ 
ministration  of  this  law  by  comparing  1}  ^" 
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own,  you  actually  declared  them  to  be  ineligible 
to  promotion;  you  put  them  upon  the  footing — 
I  was  about  to  say — of  felons.  It  is  not  the  act 
of  the  Prettident;  it  is  the  act  of  Congress.  You 
declared  them  incapable  of  receiving  a  nomina- 
tion from  the  President  and  a  confirmation  by  the 
Senate  to  further  promotion.  Can  such  a  provis- 
ion be  constitutional  ?  I  ask  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Louisiana,  and  I  ask  any  other  honorable 
Senator,  whether,  if  the  President  should  nom- 
inate any  one  of  those  officers  who  have  either 
been  dropped  or  put  upon  the  retired  list,  by  way 
of  promotion, and  the  Senate  should  confirm  that 
officer,  there  could  be  any  doubt  of  the  validity 
of  such  an  appointment)  No  doubt  could  re- 
main whatever,  unless  Congress  can  change  the 
Constitution. 

Sir,  as  I  said  at  the  outset,  we  are  losing  sight  of 
the  distribution  of  power  to  the  different  branches 
of  the  Government  under  the  Constitution.  We 
have  undertaken  by  this  act  to  exercise  executive 
power.  We  have  gone  beyond  that,  and  we  have 
undertaken  to  incapacitate  the  Executive  from 
exercising  his  constitutional  power.  When ,  there- 
fore. Senators  here  complain  of  the  evil  that  exists, 
of  the  wrong  that  has  been  done,  of  the  injustice 
that  has  been  inflicted,  they  are  complain mg  not 
of  this  board  of  officers,  nor  of  the  executive  de- 
partment, but  of  the  legislative  department.  The 
evil  lies  at  our  own  doors.  We  nave  done  what 
we  ought  not  to  have  done.  We  have  gone  be- 
yond the  bounds  of  the  Constitution.  We  have 
undertaken  to  displace  men  from  office  upon  a 
discretion  which  is  not  in  accordance  with  the 
Constitution,  and  which  could  not  be  operative 
but  that  the  President  has  exercised  his  own  dis- 
cretionary power  in  thus  sanctioning  their  re- 
moval; and  when  they  are  removed  they  cannot 
be  brought  back  again .  As  to  those  placed  on  the 
retired  list,  however,  they  remain  there  no  longer 
than  the  law  remains;  and  the  moment  that  law 
,  is  removed  out  of  the  way,  they  remain  officers  in 
their  places,  with  all  the  powers  and  with  all  the 
privileges  appertaining  to  their  offices 

When  we,  by  law,  nave  declared  some  of  the 
highest  officers  of  the  Navy  incapable  of  being 
appointed  to  office — men  who  are  placed  on  the 
retired  list  without  any  fault  or  blame  which 
would  justify  ^eir  being  dropped  from  the  rolls 
of  the  Navy — we  have  inflicted  an  injury  upon 
them  of  which  I  think  they  may  justly  complain. 
But  the  law  has  gone  further.  I  will  not,  however, 
advert  to  any  other  topic  at  this  time.  I  shall  not 

to  into  the  question  whether  this  board  has  or 
as  not  wcU  performed  its  duty.  I  deem  that 
questionjpremature.  The  subject  is  in  the  hands 
of  the  Cfommittee  on  Naval  Affairs,  who  will 
report  to  this  body  the  facts  on  which  we  are  to 
act.  I  wiU  not  go  into  the  question  whether  the 
President  has  in  a  proper  manner  performed  his 
duty.  I  will  only  say  that  he  has  executed  the 
law  as  it  is,  and  as  it  was  designed  to  be  by  Con- 
gress. 

Sir,  let  me  say  to  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Georgia,  [Mr.TooMBs,]  that  there  is  nothing  in  the 
law  which  indicated  an  intention  to  create  a  naval 
court-martial,  or  a  court  of  any  description.  There 
is  nothing  which  indicates  an  intention  to  put  any 
man  on  trial.  There  is  nothing  before  the  Senate 
which  evinces  that  any  man  has  been  put  on  trial. 
It  may  be-  so;  I  fear  that  it  is  so;  but  we  have  no 
knowledge  which  will  justify  us  in  supposing  that 
any  man  has  been  put  on  trial.  We  do  know, 
however,  that,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
board,  the  I'rcsident  has  dismissed  from  the  Navy 
men  who  complain,  and  has  placed  on  the  retired 
list  men  who  complain. 

Now,  sir,  I  say  I  will  never  give  a  vote  that 
shaU  sanction  injustice  towards  any  American 
citizen  while  I  have  a  seat  on  this  floor.  Where 
injustice  has  been  done— where  an  officer,  for  ex- 
ample, has  been  subjected  to  a  secret  investiga- 
tion, and  has  suffered  a  pumshment,  (although  in 
pursuance  of  law  and  in  precise'  accordance  with 
the  law  which  we  have  enacted,)  I  will  never  give 
a  vote  in  any  way  to  sanction  such  injustice,  with* 
out  affording  him  a  Aill  and  fair  opportunity  to 
ehow,  in  a  proper  manner,  whether  the  result 
is  what  it  should  have  been;  whether  injustice 
bas  been  done,  or  whether  the  judgment  was  just 
and  proper.  As  I  before  remarked,  however,  I 
am  not  willing  to  go  into  that  question  at  this 
time.  The  subject  which  has  been  presented  in- 
Yolves  the  power  which  we  have,  and  the  power 


which  has  been,  exercised.  The  questions  that 
arise  upon  the  face  of  the  law,  as  to  our  authority 
to  apply  a  remedy, are  questions  which,  I  think, 
are  proper  to  be  considered,  and  thus  far  I  have 
considered  them. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  I  rise  only  for  the  pur- 
pose of  correcting  a  mistake,  a  misapprehension 
of  the  honorable  Senator  who  has  just  taken  his 
seat,  with  regard  to  what  I  said  on  a  former 
occasion.  I  never  intended  to  say,  and  indeed  I 
never  did  say,  that  the  repeal  of  the  law  would 
restore  the  officers  who  had  been  dropped.  There 
may  be  some  doubt  on  ^hat  point,  and  I  did  not 
express  an  opinion  upon  it,  I  never  proposed  to 
repeal  the  law  as  a  remedyibr  those  wno  have 
been  dropped  or  retired.  I  never  advanced  the 
opinion  that  that  course  alone  would  restore  them. 
I  have  been  misapprehended,  also,  by  another 
gentleman  who  spoke  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  TOUCEY.  I  am  very  glad* to  find  that  I 
misapprehended,  as  I  doubtless  did,  the  remarks 
of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky.  I  have 
not  seen  tlie  report  of  his  speech;  I  spoke  only 
from  the  impression  made  on  my  mind  from  hear- 
ing him;  but  I  am  very  glad  to  find  that  there  is 
no  difference,  so  far  as  1  can  discover,  in  the 
Senate  with  regard  to  the  effect  of  the  repeal  of 
the  law. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  I  wish  the  gentleman 
to  understand  merely,  that  I  expressed  no  opin- 
ion on  the  subject.  What  my  opinion  may  be 
hereafter,  after  a  full  examinauon,  I  cannot  now 
say. 

Mr.  TOUCEY.  I  am  very  glad,  then,  to  find 
that  I  am  not  confronted  by  the  dissenting  opin- 
ion of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  I  desire,  Mr.  President,  to 
say  a  very  few  words  to  the  Senate  in  reference 
to  the  le^  propositions  advanced  by  the  Senators 
from  Virginia  and  Connecticut.  It  was  not  my 
intention  to  say  another  word  to  the  Senate  on 
this  question,  out  I  have  been  appealed  to  so 
pointedly  by  those  gentlemen,  and  the  proposi- 
tions which  I  adduced  yesterday  have  been  con- 
tested by  them  with  arguments  which  strike  my 
mind  as  being  so  easily  susceptible  of  answer, 
that  I  shall  detain  the  senate  for  ten  or  twelve 
minutes  in  atte;npting  what  seems  to  me  to  be  an 
anaple  answer. 

First,  let  me  answer  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Vir^ia.  His  proposition,  if  I  understood 
him— for  I  must  confess  I  had  some  difficulty  in 
bringing  my  mind  to  the  conclusion  that  he  in- 
tended to  advance  such  a  proposition — was,  that 
the  vacancies  in  this  case  were  created  by  the 
law,  and  that  Congress  having  no  power  to  create 
a  vacancy  by  law,  those  vacancies,  therefore,  did 
not  constitutionally  exist,  and  the  vaeancies,  not, 
constitutionally  existing,  could  not  constitution- 
ally be  filled,  l  think  tliat  was  the  proposition  of 
the  honorable  Senator.  If  I  was  imstaken  in  sup- 
posing that  to  have  been  his  proposition,  I  should 
be  happy  to  be  corrected. 

Mr.  MASON.  Will  the  Senator  indulge  me 
for  a  moment? 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.    Yes,  sir;  certainly. 

Mr.^  MASON.  I  understood  the  Senator  fVom 
Louisiana  yesterday  to  say  that  the  law  had  cre- 
ated these  vacancies,  or  that  there  were  vacancies 
in  the  Navy  arising  under  the  operation  of  this 
law. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  I  said  vacancies  arising 
under  the  operation  of  the  law. 

Mr.  MASON.  Well,  sir,  vacancies  arising 
under  the  operation  of  the  law;  and  the  Senator 
said  iVirther  that,  inasmuch  as  none  but  the  Pres- 
ident could  fill  vacancies,  it  was  therefore  removed 
from  the  sphere  of  legislation.  Did  I  understand 
him  correctly? 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.    UnquesUonably. 

Mr.  MASON.  Very  well.  Then,  in  answer 
to  that,  I  intended  to  be  understood  this  morning 
as  saying,  that  if  the  Senator  was  right,  and  va- 
cancies did  exist,  arising  under  the  operation  of 
the  law,  they  must  of  necessity  be  vacancies 
created  by  the  law;  and,  if  the  law  had  power  to 
create  a  vacancy,  the  law  certainly  had  the  power 
to  destroy  the  vacancy  which  it  created,  either  by 
a  repeal  of  tlie  former  law,  or,  if  necessary,  by 
declaring  in  terms  the  legislative  will  to  destroy 
the  vacancies  it  had  created.  I  went  further,  and 
I  said  that  in  my  apprehension  there  were  in  fact 
no  vacancies;  tnat  the  law  could  only  be  con- 


strued, however  inartificially  it  bad  been  effected 
as  crediting  so  many  new  offices;  and  if  they  veif 
new  offices  #ic  President  could  only  fill  Umjbi  by 
his  appointing  power  in  conjunction  with  Ui 
Senate,  and  therefore  the  com minuons  which  kad 
been  issued  were  null  without  the  confirmation  of 
the  Senate.    That  is  the  view  which  I  took 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  Mr.  President,  in  ihi  di^ 
cussion  of  these  constitutional  t)wyiions,  it  ji 
absolutely  necessary,  for  arriving  at  a  correct 
result,  that  we  shall  start  by  knowing  vbatve 
mean,  and  that  propositions  shall  be  stated  is 
such  exact  and  logical  form,  that  no  two  miodt 
can  differ  as  to  the  meaning  which  those  propo* 
sitions,  on  their  face,  import. 

Now,  sir,  the  Senator  from  Virginia  says  that 
if  these  vacancies  are  created  hy  tl^  operation  of 
the  law,  they  are  therefore  vacancies  created  by 
the  law.    I  think  his  premises  are  false;  but  if  J 
went  further,  and  now  admitted  those  false prein* 
ises  to  be  true,  I  think  I  C4»uld  condutirclysbow 
that  the  deduction  drawn  from  those  prcmisetii 
as  false  as  the  premises  themselves.    He  goeton 
to  argue  that,  if  we  can  once  create  a  vacancy  by 
law,  as  a  matter  of  sound  logic  and  constiuitionil 
construction,  it  follows  that  vacancies  thus  ciested 
by  law  can  be  destroyed  by  law,  to  use  hu  own 
term.    I  say,  in  the  first  place,  that  a  racancy 
which  occurs  by  the  action  of  the  Executive^ 
which  action  is  called  into  exercise  by  the  opera- 
tion of  a  law— is  not  a  vacancy  created  by  the 
law,  in  the  constitutional  sense;  because  a  n- 
cancy  created  by  law  is  a  vacancy  which  the  lav 
itself  declares  to  exist.    Now,  as  it  is  unqueitioi- 
ably  true,  as  a  constitutional  proposition,  that ve 
cannot,  without  destroying  the  office  itself,  by 
the  action  of  Coi^ress,  remove  an  ofiieer--that 
being  solely  an  Executive  function—it  is  alio 
undoubtedly  true,  as  a  constitutional  propoiitioo, 
that  we  cannot  create  a  vacancy  by  law.  We 
may,  however,  by  a  law  which  is  approTed  by 
tbe  Executive,  introduce  such  a  state  of  dream* 
stances,  in  relation  to  any  portion  of  the  poblic 
service,  as  shall  require  of  tnc  ExecutiTe  the  ex* 
ercise  of  his  prerojgative  of  removal;  and  tbeo, 
when  the  Executive  exercises  this  prerogaii«, 
the  removal  is  the  removal  of  the  ExecutiTe,BD(l 
not  of  the  law.    The  removal  is  an  actof  coaiti- 
tutional  power  exercised  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  it  is  not  the  usurpation  of  on* 
lawful  authority  by  Congress.    Therefore,  1  ny 
that,  when  the  gentleman  tells  us  that  a  rrmonl 
which  takes  place  by  t)ie  operation  of  this  law, 
or  by  the  force  of  circumstances  which  arise  ort 
of  the  passa^  of  this  law  by  Congrest,  is  a  re- 
moval by  virtue  of  the  law,  he  misstates  tin 
premises. 

But,  sir,  suppose  his  premises  to  be  true;  l»J 
the  conclusion  is  false.  Admit  that  the  vacancy 
is  created  by  the  law.  I  deny  that  if  a  vacancy 
were  constitutionally  created  by  law,  (if  aochi 
thine  were  possible ,t  it  could  bedestroyied.asiM 
gentleman  u  pleasea  to  term  it;  thougn  1  do  not 
know  what  he  means  by  the  destruction  of  i 
vacancy.  This  is  a  mode  of  getting  arounda  wj 
conclusion  from  premises;  it  is  a  mode  of  stomh 
ing  a  statement  of  the  question,  such  as  would  it 
once  show  to  every  intelligent  mind  the  sopbiw 
of  the  proposition,  if  correctly  stated  in  propef 
laneuage.  The  gentleman  states  that,  i^  *"  ^ 
of  Congress  could  create  a  vacancy,  as  «^ 
Congress  could  therefore  destroy  a  vacancy.  The 
gentleman  failed  to  say  what  would  have  been  i» 
prop^  form  of  language  by  which  an  act  of  Con- 
areas  would  fill  a  vacancy;  because  at  once  every 
Ssnator  would  have  answered,  "No;  under  yo^ 
Constitution,  if  a  vacaiMiy  once  exisu,  it  cannot 
be  filled  by  an  act  of  Congress,  because  the  tennj 
of  the  Constitution  are  dear  and  impcrattve. 
The  gentleman,  wishing  to  avoid  this  conelttsioBi 
avoi£  the  language  of  the  Constitution,  anduv 
to  us  about  destroying  a  vacancy,  *■  ^  ^J!^ 
appropriate  language  for  the  conclusion.  Heiw" 
that  the  argument  used  in  relation  to  the  con8tn)^ 
tion  of  this  law  cannot  be  gainsayed.  I'  **"**2 
be  met  by  avoiding  the  use  of  the  nroper  tentf 
of  the  EngUsh  language;  it  can  only  be  met^ 
rather  it  can  only  te  evaded,  by  the  use  «» ^^^ 
which  are  not  appropriate  to  the  proper  ^f^ 
matter  to  which  they  are  appUed.  An  act  of  tofr 
gross  that  would  create  a  vacancy,  (if  such  aiwflj 
could  be.)  would,  ipso /sclo,  vest  in  the  Presidro^ 
of  the  United  States  the  power  of  fiihng  ^ 
vacancy,  and  the  power  of  Congress  to  do  wm» 
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cannot  be  answered  by  a  categorical  yen  or  no. 
Commodore  Stewart  is  undoubtedly  an  officer  on 
the  reserved  list  of  the  Navy.  I  believe  the  Presi- 
dent has  put  him  back  in  the  active  service,  so 
that  now,  in  poi/it  of  fact,  he  is  in  active  service 
under  a  special  provision  of  the  law,  but  that 
vacancies  were  created  by  the  la^v  in  the  list  of 
active  captains  of  the  Navy,  I  think  no  man  can 
doubt  who  reads  the  law.  Now  the  proposfl^n 
is  that  the  law  is  unconstitutional.  In  what  scntfe 
unconstitutional  ?  Have  not  Congress  the  right  to 
create  a  reserved  list  in  the  Navy  T  Dogentlcm«n 
doubt  the  power  of  Congress  to  create  a  rescr^d 
list  of  officers  ? 

Mr.  MASON.    Does  the  Senator  refer  to  mc  ? 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  I  understand  that  to  be  the 
natural  result  of  the  line  of  argument  adopted  by 
the  Senator  from  Virginia,  and  the  Senator  from 
Connecticut. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  never  said  the  law  was  un- 
constitutional in  that  aspect.  I  said  you  could 
only  construe  the  law  to  mean  that  the  number 
of  post  captains  in  the  Navy  was  to  be  increased ; 
ana  it  is  perfectly  competent,  as  I  said,  to  make 
nine  hundred  post  captains  as  well  as  ninety;  but 
if  the  number  of  post  captains  has  been  increased, 
they  are  original  appointments,  and  must  be  made 
by  a  nomination  to  the  Senate,  and  their  nom- 
ination and  confirmation  must  precede  the  com- 
mission.   Tlwit  was  my  view. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  Mr.  President,  the  ques- 
tion is,  how.  many  officers  there  are  in  the  naval 
service  of  the  United  States.  The  fourth  section 
of  the  law  says,  as  my  friend  from  Florida  correct- 
ly observed,  that  **  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  so 
construed  as  to  increase  the  aggregate  number  of 
officers  in  the  Navy,** — not  that  nothing  in  this 
act  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  increase  the  number 
of  captains  in  the  Navy,  but  that  it  should  not 
mcrease  the  number  of  officers  in  the  Navy.  The 
act  authorized  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  promote  commanders  to  captaincies — in  what 
cases  ?  In  aU  those  cases  in  which  those  who  had 
been  previously  captains,  bound  to  perform  active 
duty  m  the  service,  should  be  removed  by  the 
President  from  the  line  of  active  officers,  and 
placed  on  a  different  list.  We  declared  to  the 
Preg^ident  of  the  United  States  that  that  should 
be  considered  as  a  vacancy  in  the  list  of  active 
captains  in  the  Navy.  We  declared  to  him  that, 
liaving  ascertained  according  to  his  own  inform- 
ation and  discretion  the  names  of  such  officers 
as  oueht  to  be  removed  from  active  service,  he 
Hhould  put  them  on  a  separate  list,  and  should 
then  promote  to  the  places  which  they  previously 
occupied  other  officers.* 

Now,  sir,  in  what  did  we  direct  the  P Aident  to 
do  an  unconstitutional  act?  The  Senator  from 
Connecticut  says  we  thereby  created  new  offices 
to  be  filled,  and  vet  the  new  offices,  when  we 
came  to  examine  them,  cannot  be  the  offices  filled 
by  the  thirty  new  captains,  because  those  thirty 
new  officers  occupy  the  place  of  officers  who  are 
no  longer  where  those  thirty  new  officers  are. 
The  new  officers  are  in  the  places  which  were 
formerly  occupied  by  the  old  ones,  but  are  no 
longer  occupied  by  those  old  officers.  If  those 
old  officers  still  continue  to  occupy  their  old  places 
the  law  has  not  been  carried  into  effect,  and  it  is 
as  yet  a  nullity. 

Gentlemen  admit  that  the  law  is  constitutional. 
They  admit  that  it  is  a  law  which  can  be  carried 
into  effect.  They  admit  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  has  just  such  powers  as  are  vested 
in  him  by  the  law.  At  the  same  time  that  they 
admit  all  this;  at  the  same  time  that  they  admit 
that  the  President  had  the  power  to  remove  these 
officers  from  active  service;  at  the  same  time  that 
they  admit  that  Congress  had  the  right  to  order 
the  President  to  fill  the  vacancies  so  created,  they 
declare  that  these  vacancies  were  created  by  an 
act  of  Congress,  and  not  during  the  recess  of  the 
Senate.  If  they  occurred  during  the  recess,  none 
doubt  the  power  of  the  President.  Then  we  come 
back,  after  all,  to  the  proposition  of  the  honora- 
ble Senator  from  Virginia,  that  the  vacancies  were 
created  by  the  law;  but  to  that  the  cmswer  has 
been  satisfactorily  ^iven  by  the  Senator  from  Con- 
necticut, who,  I  think,  says,  with  a  force  of  rea- 
soning which  cannot  be  met,  that  the  vacancies 
tK.curred  by  the  action  of  the  President,  and  not 
by  the  action  of  the  law;  that  tlic  action  of  the 
law  merely  produces  a  state  of  circumstances 
which  calJa  on  the  President  in  the  discharge  of 


I  his  duty  to  exercise  his  prerogative,  but  that  Con- 
I  gress  has  not  created  the  vacancies.  Congress 
'  has  only  provided  that  vacancies  might  be  cre- 
1  ated  by  the  Executive,  and  it  is  the  Executive 
I  himself  that  created  the  vacancies,. and  the  va- 
cancies thus  created  have  been  filled  by  him. 

It  seems  to  me  there  can  be  no  difference  in 
the  result  on  the  constitutional  question,  whether 
the  dates  of  the  nomination  and  confirmation  of 
those  officers  who  have  been  appointed  by  the 
President,  and  the  repeal  of  the  law  of  last  ses- 
sion, be  inverted.  Let  us  take  this  proposition  : 
suppose  the  Senate  had  already  acted  upon  the 
nominations  of  the  promoted  officers;  suppose  the 
Senate  had  already  confirmed  those  nominations, 
and  Congress  should  then  repeal  the  law  of  last 
session,  what  would  be  the  effect  of  that  repeal  ? 
That  is  the  question  which  I  propounded  to  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Virginia,  and  to  which 
I  have  yet  heard  no  answer. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  did  not  know  that  the  Senator 
desired  an  answer. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  I  propounded  that  question 
to  the  gentleman  during  his  own  argument.  If 
we  had,  before  any  complaints  were  made  about 
this  law,  actually  received  the  nominations  of 
promoted  officers,  and  had  already  confirmed 
them,  and  now  it  were  proposed  to  repeal  the  law, 
and  we  were  to  do  that,  what  would  be  the  effect 
of  that  repeal }  The  effect  must  be  the  same, 
whether  the  repeal  be  before  or  after  the  action 
of  the  Senate  upon  the  nominations. 

Mr.  MASON.  The  constitutional  effect,  I  pre- 
sume, Would  be  the  same;  but  the  Senator  asks 
me  this :  if  we  repeal  the  law,  and  yet  confirm 
the  nominations 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  No,  sir;  my  question  is, 
if  we  had  already  confirmed  these  nominations, 
what  would  be  the  effect  now  of  repealing  the  law? 

Mr.  MASON.  I  think  it  would  be  the  same 
thing,  whether  you  repeal  the  law  before  or  after, 
if  you  confirm  the  nominations.  But  the  Senator 
asks,  if  we  confirm  the  nominations,  and  repeal 
the  law  — 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  MASON.  Then,  if  we  confirm  the  nomin- 
ations, there  would  be  ninety-eight  post-captains 
of  the  Navy— or  whatever  may  tc  the  number — in 
addition  to  the  sixty -eight  provided  for  by  former 
laws,  who  have  been  promoted.  As  to  those 
placed  on  the  retired  list,  if  you  repeal  the  law, 
there  will  be  no  longer  a  retired  list;  and  as  to 
those  declared  ineligible  to  promotion,  if  you  re- 
peal the  law,  they  will  again  be  eligible  to  promo- 
tion. The  effect  upon  them  would  be  to  have 
superseded  them,  to  have  deprived  them  of  their 
prospect  of  promotion  according  to  their  seniority ; 
out  you  will  have  the  midshipmen,  the  lieutenants, 
and  commanders,  each,  in  the  Navy,  with  his 
commission  unaOected,  again  eligible  to  promo- 
tion, but  standing  in  a  position  subordinate  to 
those  who  have  been  promoted  over  him.  That 
would  be  their  position  if  the  nominations  were 
confirmed,  and  the  law  then  repealed. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  Well,  sir,  if  the  gentleman 
could  make  that  apparent,  he  would  be  doing  a 
great  service  to  these  officers;  but  if  he  acts  on 
that  idea,  and  can  succeed  in  getting  laws  passed 
through  Congress  on  that  idea,  in  my  estimation, 
he  wiS  be  the  worst  enemy  to  the  body  of  retired 
officers  that  they  have  yet  found. 

M  r.  MASON .  If  the  Senate  confirms  the  hom- 
inations,  I  presume  there  is  not  an  officer  on  the 
retired  list  who  would  hold  his  commission  worth 
a  pin's  purchase.  I  would  not  repeal  the  law 
afler  we  nad  confirmed  the  commissions,  because 
it  would  then  be  of  no  value  to  do  it. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  We  are  arguing  legal  prop- 
ositions, and  not  the  feelings  of  officers.  I  wish 
to  get  at  the  legal  result  of  the  action  of  Congress 
as  understood  by  gentlemen  on  this  floor;  and  I 
think  the  farther  inquiry  is  pursued  into  that 
course  of  action,  it  will  be  made  plain  to  every 
intelligent  mind  that  it  is  utterly  impossible  to 
restore  everything  which  has  IJeen  done,  and 
restore  the  officers  where  they  were  before.  I 
asked  the  Senator  from  Virginia  the  question,  for 
the  reason  that  there  can  be  no  difference,  in  a 
constitutional  point  of  view,  whether  the  law  be 
repealed  before  or  after  the  confirmation  of  the 
new  appointments.  That  he  admits.  Now,  if 
we  had  already  confirmed  the  nominations,  what 
would  be  the  position  of  the  Navy?  With  ninety 
poet  captains  in  it,  we  arc  told;  but  only  sixty- 


eight  captains  in  active  service,  and  the  remainder 
on  the  retired  list.  Repeal  the  law  which  ettab- 
lishes  your  retired  list  of  post  captains,  and  they 
are  dropped  from  the  Navy;  they  do  not  go  back 
to  any  active  list.  If  you  have  two  classes  of 
officers  in  the  Navy — one  active  and  the  other 
retired — and  you  abolish  by  law  the  class  of  retired 
officers,  does  that  make  them  active  officers,  or 
does  it  put  them  out  of  the  Navy? 

Mr.  MASON.  Does  it  take  away  their  com- 
missions ? 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  Unquestionably,  it  abol- 
ishes their  office. 

Mr.  BUTLER.     What  does? 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  I  say  again,  if  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  South  Carolina  will  lend  me 
his  attention,  that,  on  the  supposition  that  the 
officers  who  have  been  nominated  to  us  by  the 
President  are  confirmed,  they  will  then  betctire 
captains  in  the  Navy,  and  there  will  be  thirty 
retired  captains  in  the  Navy. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  AUow  me  to  ask  my  friend 
one  question,  sines  we  are  engaged  in  this  species 
of  conversation. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  My  friend  is  going  off  on 
another  track. 

Mr.  BUTLER.    No,  sir. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  I  cannot  yield  now,  be- 
cause  I  am  answering  the  Senator's  own  qoes- 
tion.       

Mr.  BUTLER.    Very  well. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  I  am  asked  to  state  again 
the  position  which  I  have  just  assumed,  and  1 
will  restate  it  for  the  benefit  of  my  friend  from 
South  Carolina.  I  say,  if  we  confirm  the  officers 
whose  nominations  have  been  sent  to  us  by  the 
President,  they  will  become  active  captains  in 
the  Navy,  and  we  shall  then  have  a  list  of  sixtv 
active  'captains,  and  thirty  retired  captains.  If, 
then,  we  repeal  the  law  of  the  last  session,  which 
created  the  list  of  retired  captains  in  the  Nary, 
we  put  those  retired  captains  out  of  the  naval 
service. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  Now  I  hope  my  friend  will 
not  take  it  amiss  if  I  interrupt  him. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.    I  yieft  now. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  put  this  question:  If  there 
were  a  general  war,  and  the  thirty  new  captains 
were  ordered  out,  and  the  old  retired  captains 
were  also  ordered  out,  and  the  two  classes  snould 
meet  on  tjie  Mediterranean,  who  would  rank 
first — who  would  command  ? 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.     I  presume  that  would  de 
pend  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  BUTLER.    Not  at  all. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  I  say  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates,  or  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  under 
his  orders,  would  assign  to  officers  of  the  Nary 
such  service  as  he  thought  proper.  I  do  not  sec 
that  that  touches  the  legal  proposition.  Ho  not 
see  that  we  are  getting  any  nearer  to  it.  There 
is  a  great  deal  of  conversation  around  the  Cham- 
ber, and  I  shall  decline  saying  anythioe  further 
at  this  moment.  I  think  it  clear,  beyond  the p(^ 
sibility  of  doubt,  that  if  you  repeal  the  law  of 
the  last  session,  you  put  tne  officers  who  are  now 
on  the  retired  list  out  of  the  Navy  entirely,  with- 
out pay;  and  those  gentlemen  who  are  desirwi 
of  repealine  that  law,  will  find  that  such  will  be 
the  result  of  the  action  of  Congress,  if  that  course 
be  taken  * 

Mr.  TOUCEY,  Mr.  President,  I  now  under- 
stand the  theory  of  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Louisiana.  His  theory  is,  that  the  ^}^.. 
last  session  creates  new  officers  on  the  retired  lut- 
There  were  sixty-eight  captains  in  the  Narr; 
there  arc  ninety -eight  captains  in  the  Navy.  W 
course,  then,  there  are  thirty  new  offices  createOf 
and  the  new  offices,  according  to  his  theory,*'^ 
those  of  the  thirty  retired  captains.  How  «• 
When  were  they  nominated  and  when  were  twy 
confirmed  for  tSiis  office  created  by  law?  n» 
theory  is,  that  if  you  repeal  the  law,  iht  officw 
which  fall  to  the  ground  are  those  of  the  >tur« 
officers.  Well,  if  that  was  so,  it  must  be  becai^ 
they  are  not  in  office  now,  and  those  retired  ')fl>' 
cers,  from  Commodore  Stewart  down,  are  all  ou 
of  the  Navy,  according  to  his  theory,  "lacj^ 
them  on  the  retired  list,  removed  them  from  tn» 
Navy,  he  says,  and  they  hold  no  c«»J/,TbJ 
and  the  offices  which  they  had  are  now  J"^  7, 
others,  and  then,  if  you  repeal  the  law,  they  ▼"• 
at  once  go  from  that  list  on  lirhich  they  nowsrc- 
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Mr.  COBB.  Perhaps  it  would  be  woll  enough 
for  iho  point ofordcm  be  decidi^d  by  ihc  House; 
and  I'lcrcforo  1  will  allow  my  motion  to  stand  as 
I  ori^rinally  made  it,  fhat  twcniy-five  thousand 
extra  coiMcs  be  prinu-d.  The  appeal  taken  by 
lhe'?.«nilcm'in  from  Kentucky  ca*i  then  be  decided, 
ond'tlie  opinion  of  ihc  House  upon  tliis  question 
wiil  be  ascertained. 

Upon  the  su^jestion  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Flagler,]  I  will,  how- 
evor,  modify  my  motion,  so  as  to  put  the  num- 
ber of  extra  copies  at  twenty  thousand.  I  desire 
Uiat  the  usual  number  shall  be  printed, and  neither 
more  nor  lcs». 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  H.  Mar- 
III all's  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Choir: 
**  Shall  the  decision  oC  the  Chcur  stand  as  the 
judgment  of  the  House?'*  and  the  Speaker  on- 
nounced  that  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  wish  to  have  a  division  upon 
lliis  question.  I  desire  to  know  now,  and  in  the 
beginning,  whether  we  are  to  follow  the  hxw, 
which  speaks  as  plainly  as  the  English  language 
can  be  made  to  speak  on  this  subject,  or  are  we 
to  be  run  oiT  the  track  in  the  first  instance,  and 
during  the  rest  of  the  session,  to  sui^  the  conve- 
nience of  gentlemen,  by 'these  side  motions?  I 
want  those  members  who  wish  to  see  the  law 
properly  administered,  and  who  respect  the  law, 
and  are  willing  to  set  an  example  of  living  up  to 
it,  stand  up  to  this  question.  Everything  depends 
upon  how  we  begin;  and  I  will  not  silently  sit 
and  see  business  commenced  here  in  direct  viola- 
tion of  law. 

M  r.  H .  M  ARSHALL.i  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  differ  with  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Haven]  in  reference  to  this 
question.  I  hold  that  when  tnis  House  makes  a 
rule  for  its  government,  affecting  its  mode  of  doing 
business,  it  is  paramount.  The  other  branches 
of  the  Government  have  no  control  over  the  delib- 
erations of  this  body;  and  I  shall  vote  to  sustain 
the  Chair,  because  this  is  one  of  the  privilegeaof 
the  House  that  cannot  be  overridden  by  the  other 
branches  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  NICHOLS  addressed  the  Speaker. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  suggest  that 
debate  is  not  in  order,  inasmuch  as  the  House  is 
dividing. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  It  is  not  exacUy  dividing. 
1  desire  to  say  this 

Mr.  NICHOLS.    I  have  the  floor,  I  believe. 

The  SPEAKER.  Debate  is  not  in  order,  ex- 
cept by  general  consent. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  supposed  the  yint  of 
order  was  debatable.  I  do  not  desire  to  take  up 
the  time  of  the  House. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Alabama.  The  appeal  is  de- 
batable. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  appeal  was  debatable, 
but  tlie  Chair  put  the  question,  and  decided  that 
the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  sustained  i  and -a 
division  is  called  for. 

Mr.  COBB.  When  the  yeas  and  nays  are 
called  subsequent  to  a  vote,  I  apprehend  that 
debate  is  not  precluded. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  The  whole  matter  is  as  open 
to  debate  then  as  it  was  before  the  Chair  put  the 
question. 

Mr.  NICHOLS.  I  suppose  there  never  has 
been  any  serious  conflict  auout  this  question.  So 
far  as  my  experience  goes,  a  motion  has  always 
been  made  to  refer  the  message  and  accompany- 
ing documents  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  print  them.  The 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  is  the 
usual  motion,  f  find,  by  a  reference  to  the  Jour- 
nal of  the  last  Congress,  that,  at  the  first  session 
of  the  last  Congress,  the  motion  which  the  gen- 
tleman has  now  made  was  made  by  Mr.  Flor- 
ence, and  was  acted  upon  by  the  House,  without 
reference  to  the  Committee  on  Printing.  If  ray 
recollection  is  correct,  at  the  last  session  of  the 
last  Congress,  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr. 
Houston]  made  a  similar  motion,  to  refer  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  also  moved  to  print,  in  connection 
with  it.    N<»  question  was  then  raised. 

This  motion  relates  to  the  annual  message  and 
the  accompanying  documents,  and  they  are  public 
in  their  character.  I  behove  that  the  custom  of 
th«  House  has  been  universally  to  act  upon  them 
in  this  way.    Documcnta  of  a  misccUaiieou*  char- 


acter, however,  have  gone  to  the  Committee  on 
Printing  first,  under  the  rules  of  the  House;  and 
I  can  see  no  reason  w!iy  the  Hous(^  should  not  us 
woll  act  upon  this  motion  at  this  time  as  refer  it 
to  the  Commitlre  on  Printing,  and  wait  for  the 
report  of  that  committee,  tiiat  the  usual  number 
of  extra  copies  be  printed. 

Mr.CLINQMAN.  I  desire  to  make  one  single 
suggestion,  in   reply  to  the  observations  of  the 

fenileman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Haven,]  though 
do  not  consider  it  a  matter  of  any  great  im- 
portance how  this  particular  case  is  disposed  of. 
But  the  gentleman  from  New  York  makes  an  ap- 
peal to  us  to  stand  by  the  law;  and  as  I  intend  to 
vote  differently  from  him,  I  will  barely  state  the 
ground  upon  which  I  shall  give  my  vote.  I  liave 
no  doubt  but  we  have  the  right  to  order  this 
document  printed,  and  the  only  question  is,  how 
shall  we  order  it  to  be  done  ?  By  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  Slates,  this  House  has  the  right  to 
adopt  its  rules  of  proceeding.  The  statute  which 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  has  read  would  be 
conclusive,  in  the  absence  of  everything  else. 
But  it  is  no  more  binding  than  l#ie  rules  which  the 
Constitution  authorizes  us  to  adopt;  and  where 
there  is  a  conflict  between  laws,  the  law  last  past 
is  the  one  which  controls.  At  the  present  session 
of  Congress  we  have  adopted  the  former  rules  of 
the  House,  and  according  to  those  rules  the  mo- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Cobb] 
is  right. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  (interrupting.)  I  submit 
that  the  rtile  read  by  the-Clerk  has  nothing  what- 
ever to  do  with  the  matter.  I  call  the  .special 
attention  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
to  its  language  : 

"A  pr«)po9ition  requesting  information  fW>m  the  President 
of  ttic  United  States,  or  directing  it  to  be  f\jrni«hed  by  tlie 
liead  of  eitb«'r  of  the  ExecuUve  Departmciitt,  or  by  the 
Po;tiDa«ter  General,  or  to  print  an  extra  number  of  any 
document  or  otiier  matter,  excepting  meMagei  of  tbe 
President  to  both  Housosi.at  the  comm«*ncement  of  each 
ses.^ionof  Congress,  and  tn6  reports  and  documents  con- 
nected with,  or  referred  to  in  it—" 

Shall  what  ? 
— <<fiha!l  Ue  on  the  taUe  one  day  for  consideration.'* 

That  is  all.  It  does  not  say  that  extra  num- 
bers of  the  President's  message  may  be  ordered 
to  be  printed  by  the  House,  without  referring  the 
subject  to  the  Committee  on  Printing.  It  barely 
excepts  the  motion  from  being  laid  upon  the  table 
for  one  day. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  have  not  taken  the 
trouble  to  examine  the  rule,  and  I  only  speak 
from  memory.  Whether  that  rule  applies  to  this 
case,  I  shall  not  undertake  to  say.  If  there  be  no 
such  clause  in  the  rule,  I  am  mistaken;  but  I  do 
not  think  I  am,  and  tlierefore  shall  give  my  vote 
upon  that  supposition.  As  to  the  position  taken 
by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Haven,] 
who  aovocates  the  doctrine  that  the  law  hereto- 
fore passed  overrides  our  rules,  I  do  not  admit  it. 

Mr.  H.  MARSH^ALL.  In  taking  an  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  I  am  only  actuated 
by  a  desire  to  have  our  action  correct.  There 
is  nothing  in  the  position  that  our  constitutional 
privilege  of  making;  our  own  rules,  will  bear  us 
out  in  the  proposed  proceedings.  We  have  the 
right  to  adopt  the  rules  of  our  proceedings,  it  is 
true,  but  those  rules  must  not  override  the  law 
of  the  land.  Suppose  we  should  determine  not 
to  be  guided  by  the  law  which  establishes  the 
rates  to  be  paid  lor  the  public  printing?  Suppose 
we  should  determine  not  to  be  guided  by  the  law 
which  prescribes  the  manner  in  which  the  public 
printing  shall  be  done  under  the  superintendence 
of  the  officers  designated  by  law?  1  ask,  have 
we  the  right  to  establish  rules  to  jevade  all  the 
laws  connected  with  that  subject?  The  proposi- 
tion, to  my  mind,  is  perfectly  indefensible.  We 
have  the  right  to  establish  our  rules  of  proceed- 
ing, but  we  must  not  violate  laws  of  the  land 
which  we  have  participated  in  making,  and  which 
have  no  aim  but  to  secure  the  public  against  ex- 
travagance without  examination,  and  which  in 
nowise  interfere  with  ourconstitutionnl  privileges. 

Mr.  FULLER,  of  Maine.  I  desire  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  to  the 
23d  joint  rule,  in  which  the  very  law  is  incorpo- 
rated. The  latter  part  of  that  rule  says:  •*  All 
motions  to  print  extra  conies  of  any  bill,  report, 
or  other  document,  shall  be  referred  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  on  Printing  from  the 
House  in  which  the  same  may  be  meUle." 

Mr.  MARSHALL.    I  luggest  to  my  firiend 


that  that  rule  is  exactly  in  accordance  with  dia 
law.  ^ 

Mr.  FULLER.  That  is  whnt  I  mean.  The 
law  and  the  rule  are  not  in  conflict. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  There  is  not  any  conflict 
thero,  but  there  is  conflict  between  the  law  and 
the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  FULLER.     1  concur  in  your  views. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  think  this  debate  has  gone 
far  enough,  and  the  House  is  sufficiently eniight- 
ened  upon  the  subject.  I  only  desire  to  say,  in 
order  to  show  that  I  am  not  captious  in  \miua 
the  point  of  order,  and  insisting  on  a  diviiioDof 
the  House,  that,  in  the  first  place,  the  joint  niles 
of  the  House,  and  in  the  next  place,  the  law  of 
the  land,  declares  that — 

"  All  motion'*  to  print  extra  copies  of  any  Wfl,  rej»rt,or 
other  document,  shall  be  rRferrcd  to  the  membere  of  the 
Committee  on  Printing  from  the  Hoase  in  whtch  tbe  nae 
msy  be  made." 

Now,  the  House  are  undertaking  to  go  directly 
in  the  face  and  eyes  both  of  the  joint  mle  and 
the  law;  and  the  only  justification  made  io  any 
quarter  is,  first,  that  a  motion  of  this  kind  wu 
made  last  year,  and  granted  without  objection; 
and,  second,  that  the  law  is  in  conflict  with  tin 
Constitution.  I  desire  the  House  to  onderstaoi 
that  they  are  voting  for  this  proposition  directly 
in  the  face  and  eyes  ot  the  law,  and  justify  tbenh 
selves  only  on  the  hypothesis  that  toe  law  which 
we  have  acted  under  tor  four  years withoatquei* 
tion  is  in  conflict  with  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia.  The  decision  of  the 
Chair  is  in  strict  conformity  to  the  practice  of  tht 
House.  I  have  never  known  this  question  raised 
l)cfore.  It  was  not  raised  at  the  Ume  I  wai  for- 
merly  a  member  of  Congress.  The  discussion  this 
morning  has  satisfied  my  mind  that  the  practice 
of  the  House  is  wrong,  and  that  the  law  is  as 
represented  by  the  gentleman  from  New  Yorit, 
[Mr.  Haven,[[  and  that  it  would  be  besttocoiApIy 
with  the  provisions  of  that  law. 

I  am  therefore  disposed  to  relieve  the  Chair 
from  the  decision  it  has  pronounced  in  confonn- 
iiy  to  the  practice  of  the  House;  and  1  will  maks 
my  motion  conform  to  the  rules  of  the  House,  to 
the  law,  and  to  the  joint  rule  referred  to  by  tha 
gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Fpllee.]  I  trust 
that  it  will  be  referred  to  the  committee.  I  hope 
the  appeal  will  be  withdrawn,  and  I  will  then 
move  tnat  the  motion  to  print  twenty  thousaod 
extra  copies  of  the  message  and  accompanying 
documents  bo  referred  to  the  Comooittee  oa 
Printing. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.     I  withdraw  my  sppeal. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  now  make  the  mouon  I  indi- 
cated. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  modon  wai 
agreed  to. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  ask  the  indulgence  of  the 
House  a  moment,  to  enable  me,  in  behalf  of  a 
gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Kellogg,)  now 
attending  the  Court  of  Claims,  to  ask  leave  lo 
withdraw  from  the  files  of  the  House  the  papers 
in  the  case  of  Hezekiah  L.  Thistle.    It  is  a  claim 

Crovidmg  compensation  to  Mr.  Thistle  as  a  liiO' 
er  agent  of  the  GJovernment,  in  reference  to  bis 
compensation  as  such  agent.  Itjis  simplj  > 
money  claim,  and  one  of  which  the  Court  of 
Claims  may  have  jurisdiction,  wilhout  reference 
there  by  this  House.  He  desires  to  hare  the 
papers  to  use  in  eridence  before  that  court. 

No  objection  being  made,  consent  was  giw>, 
as  requested.  » 

KAKSAS  CONTESTED  SEAT. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  rise  to  what  I  suppose 
to  be  a  privileged  question.  It  is,  to  preseni  to 
the  House  the  memorial  of  Governor  Akdm»  "• 
Reeder,  contesting  tlie  seat  of  Mr.  Vfwnnu^r 
the  Delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Kansas.  I 
ask  that  it  may  be  read. 

Perhaps  it  is  due  to  myself  to  say,  in  P"' 
sentiug  this  petition,  that  I  have  not  arriTed  w 
any  conclusion  in  reference  to  this  matter.  1 
shall  make  up  my  mind  on  the  evidence  which 
may  be  presented  to  this  House  and  country. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Alabama.  Does  the  Speaker 
decide  that  this  is  a  privileged  question? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  has  not  so  de- 
cided. 

Mr.  COBB.    Then  I  object  to  it. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  ask  that  the  petiuon  may 
be  read.    I  think  it  is  aptivileged  questioo. 
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Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  desire  to  Bay-^wilhout 
attempting  at  this  time  any  discussion  of  the  sub- 
jects embraced  in  that  report — that  so  far  as  the 
views  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  respect 
to  modifications  of  the  twifT  of  1846  are  concerned , 
1,  as  an  individual  member  of  the  House,  dissent 
from  them;  and  intend,  at  some  proper  time,  to 
place  before  the  House  my  views  upon  that  sub- 
ject I  regard  his  recommendations  as  in  conflict 
with  the  principles  of  the  act  of  1846,  and  in  con- 
flict with  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party 
on  that  subject.  The  doctrines  cnuncifited  in 
this  report  are  substantially  the  same  as  those  of 
his  report  to  the  Thirty-Third  Congress,  and 
which  were  so  signally  condemned  and  rejected 
by  the  Democracy  of  the  House  of  Represents 
atives  of  that  Congress. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  think  the  report 
should  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

Mr.  COBB.  Very  well;  if  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  desires  that  it  shall  go  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  I  will  withdraw  my  motion. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  move,  then,  that  the  re- 
port be  referred  to  the  Committee  of*  Ways  and 
Means  and  be  printed,  and  also  that  the  usual 
number  of  extra  copies  l>e  printed;  which  latter 
motion  will  go  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr. .FULLER,  of  Maine.  I  desire  to  make 
^e  mo'tion,  and  have  it  go  to  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  along  with  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
froiA  Ohio,  that  twenty  thousand  extra  copies  be 
printed. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  What  is  the  usual  number 
ordered  to  be  printed?  I  think,  if  I  mistake  not, 
we  ordered  ten  thousand  last  year. 

The  communication  was  then  referred  to  the 
Commit^e  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

A  communication  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, transmitting  the  annual  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  on  the  finances;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  transmitting  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 
ond Auditor,  and  copies  of  accounts  of  persons 
chained  with  the  application  of  money  and  goods 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Indiaji  Aflairs,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Also,  the  annual  report  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Patents;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the 
table  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  move  that  one  thousaM  extra 
copies  be  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Under  the  rules,  the  motion  to  print  extra  copies 
went  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  the  Department  of  the  Interior, 
transmitting,  in  compliance  with  the  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  4th  of 
August,  1854,  a  letter  from  the  Commissoner  of  the 
General  Land  Oflice,  relative  to  erraduated  lands; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  uie  table,  and  be 
printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, transmitting,  in  compliance  with  law,  ab- 
stract returns  of  the  militia  of  the  States  and  Ter- 
ritories, with  their  arms,  accoutcrments,  and 
ammunition,  taken  from  the  latest  returns  to  the 
Department;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the 
table,  and  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  transmitting,  in  pursu- 
ance of  law,  a  statement  of  appropriations  appli- 
cable to  the  service  of  that  Department  for  1854 
and  1855;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table, 
and  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, transmitting,  in  compliance  with  law,  lists 
of  clerka  and  others  employed  in  that  Department, 
other  than  officers  of  tne  Army,  during  the  year 
1855;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table,  and 
be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, showing  what  contracts  have  been  made 
under  its  authority  during  the  year  1855;  which 
Was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Aflfairs, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, transmitting,  in  compliance  with  law,  a 


statement  of  expenditures  from  appropriations 
for  its  contingencies  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 
30th  cf  June,  1855;  which  was  orderea  to  lie  upon 
the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, transmitting,  for  the  use  of  members,  two 
hundred  and  fifty  copies  of  the  Oflicial  A^y 
Register/or  1856;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  upon 
the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Also,  a  comniunication  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, transmitting,  in  pursuance  of  law,  a  state- 
ment of  expenses  during  the  year  1855,  from 
appropriations  for  contingent  expenses  of  the 
military  establishment;  which  was  ordered  to  lie 
upon  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, transmitting  a  transcript  of  the  Ofncial 
Army  Register  for  the  year  ending  30th  of  June, 
1855,  showing  the  entire  amount  for  pay,  rations, 
servants,  forage,  &c.,  allowed  each  oflicer  of  the 
Army;  which  was  odered  to  lie  upon  the  table, 
and  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  transmitting  three  hundred  copies  of 
the  Navy  Register  for  the  current  year,  for  the  use 
of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table,  and  be 
printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  transmitting  a  statement  showing  the 
names  of  the  clerks  and  other  persons  employed 
in  his  department  during  the  year  1855,  or  any 
part  thereof,  the  time  each  was  actually  employea, 
the  sum  paid  to  each,  and  the  residence  of  each 
at  the  time  of  appointment;  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  upon  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  transmitting  a  list  of  contracts  for 
articles  furnished  to  the  department  during  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1855;  which  was 
orderea  to  lie  upon  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Postmaster 
Grcneral,  transmitting  a  detailed  statement  of  the 
expenditure  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Post 
Office  Department  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30, 1855;  which  was  ordered  to  he  upon  the  table, 
and  be  printed. 

Also,  a^  communication  from  the  Postmaster 
General,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  clerks 
and  other  persons  employed  in  his  department 
during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1855; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table,  and  be 
printed. 

Also,  communications  from  John  W.  Forney, 
late  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  (dated 
February  4,  1856,)  transmitting  a  list  showing 
the  names  of  the  clerks  and  ouier  persons  em- 
ployed in  his  oflice,  and  a  statement  of  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  House; 
which  were  ordered  to  he  upon  the  table,  and  be 
printed. 

Also  a  communication  from  Mr.  Forney, 
(dated  February  4,  1856,)  transmitting  a  state- 
ment of  reports  of  a  private  character,  together 
with  all  the  bills  on  the  private  Calendar  or  on 
the  Speaker's  table  at  the  adjournment  of  Con- 
gress, with  the  accompanying  papers  which  have 
been  referred  to  the  Court  of  Ulaims  under  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  3d  of  March  last,  and  the  acknowledgment 
of  the  clerk  of  said  court  of  their  receipt. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  What  is  that?  If  it  relates  to 
the  Court  of  Claims,  I  want  to  understand  what 
it  is. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  was  about  to 
suggest  the  propriety  of  entering  that  report  at 
length  upon  the  Journal,  so  that  any  person  who 
may  liereaAer  be  loolcing  after  any  of  these 
claims  shall  be  able  to  find  what  disposition  has 
been  made  of  them. 

Mr.  HAVEN.    What  is  the  communication  ? 

Mr.  JONES.  It  is  a  statement  from  the  late 
Clerk  of  all  the  private  claims  inferred,  under  the 
resolution  of  the  last  Congress,  to  the  Court  of 
Claims.  I  move  that  the  communication  be  en- 
tered at  length  upon  the  Journal,  cmd  also  that 
it  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

THE  TERRITORIES. 

The  SPEAKER  then  laid  before  tJie  House  a 
communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Terri- 


tory of  Minnesota,  inclosing,  for  the  uue  of  ihc 
House,  the  Laws  of  that  Territory,  passed  at  the 
sixth  session  of  her  Legislature. 

Mr.  H.  MARSHALL.  1  move  that  the  rmy 
of  the  Laws  of  the  Territory  of  Minnesota  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  moiioD  was 
agreed  to. 

A  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Territory  of  Washington,  transmitting  therewith 
copies  of  the  Laws  of  the  first  and  second  se«ioo 
of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Territory  of 
Washington ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Cooh 
mittee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Territory  of  Utah,  transmitting  therewith 
copies  of  the  Laws  of  that  Territory. 

The  SPEAKER.  IfthereisnoobjectioD.ther 
will  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary. 

Mr.  GROW.  I  think  it  has  been  cnrtomary 
to  refer  these  laws  to  the  Conraiittee  on  Territo- 
ries; and,  if  such  has  been  the  custom,  Iwfll  more 
that  they  be  so  referred. 

Mr.  H.  MARSHALL.  They  have  alwayi 
been  sent  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  GROW.  I  am  informed  by  the  gentleman 
who  was  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Terri- 
tories during  the  last  Congress,  that  they  were 
then  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Territoriet. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.     I  do  not  think  they  were. 

Mr.  GROW.  Well,  I  will  not  peraial  in  my 
motion  if  that  is  so,  and  am  willing  that  the 
usual  course  should  be  pursued. 

The  documents  were  tnen  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  GROW.  Are  the  communications aU  dis- 
posed of? 

The  SPEAKER.     I  believe  they  are. 

THE  president's  ka:<7sas  message. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Where  is  tlie  meaaageof 
the  President  of  the  United  States  in  reference  lo 
the  Territory  of  Kansas  ?  I  think  that  has  not 
been  disposed  of.  I  move  that  it  be  taken  up, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa 
tiie  state  of  the  Union,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  think  the  me^e  should 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Territories,  as  it 
is  a  document  which  relates  entirtly  to  Territo- 
ries. The  message  must  be  reporteu  upon  before 
any  action  can  be  had,  and  therefore  should  go 
to  that  committee. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  If  it  is  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  UnioB, 
it  can  be  discussed  there  if  gentlemen  deiirc  to 
discuss  it;  or,  if  tlicy  prefer,  they  can  report  a 
resolution  to  the  House,  recommending  thuam  to 
refer  the  different  parts  of  the  message  to  the 
committees  to  which  they  properly  belong  I 
think  the  proper  plan  is  to  refer  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  It  is  usual  to  refer  these 
matters  first  to  the  committee  which  has  charge 
of  the  subject-matter  of  the  paper.  That  hai 
been  the  practice  for  years,  and  I  therefore  hope 
the  inessage  will  be  referred  to  the  Committee  oo 
Territories. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  ia  first  upoa 
the  motion  to  refer  to  the  Conmiittcc  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  question  was  taken;  and,  on  a  dinsioo, 
there  were — ayes  62,  noes  71.  , . 

Mr.  STANTON.  We  cannot  dispose  ^th» 
matter  without  a  vote  by  yeas  and  naya,  and  va 
may  as  well  have  them  now  as  at  any  other 
time.  .   , 

Mr.  HAVEN.    What  is  the  precise  qoeiucffl? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  the  motion  to  refer  the 
message  of  the  President  of  the  United  StAt««"' 
reference  to  Kansas  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  ,   .    , 

Mr.  HAVEN.  Let  me  say  one  word  tbout 
that.  The  only  object  of  sending  this  mes»p 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  is,  that  it  m«y » 
discussed.  As  I  understand  it,  the  only  reqow 
which  the  messa^  makes  of  Congress  Wi  twj 
they  should '  Aimish  means  to  pay  ^\^^ 
things  which  have  been  done,  and  are  to  be  doiri 
in  that  Territory .  I  think  it  contains  a  recomm«»* 
dauon  of  that  kind.  Now,  the  Committee  on 
Territories  is  not  a  proper  committee  to  ."■*"*.  ^ 
recommendation  upon  that  siibiect,  and  it  oy 
to  go  to  the  Committee  (>f  the  Whole  on  the  ataw 
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further  suggestion,  I  will  say,  that  it  is  necessary 
to  ascertain,  in  ilie  first  instance,  what  is  the  legal 
effect  of  that  change  oC  forum.  If  it  be  ascer- 
tainod  that  the  legal  effect  is  to  render  all  the  legis- 
lation passed  by  that  Legislature  null  and  void, 
then  we  are  not  called  on — 1  imagine  no  one 
will  pretend  that  we  are  called  on — to  place  the 
Army  of  tlie  United  States  in  the  power  of  the 
President,  to  enforce  resolves  and  enactments  that 
have  no  binding  force  upon  the  citizens  of  the 
Territory.  It  is,  therefore,  for  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  to  inquire  what  is  the  effect  of  this 
change  of  forum,  before  any  action  can  be  prop- 
erly taken  by  the  House  or  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  Hence,  I  say,  the  message  should  go  to 
the  Judiciary  Committee  first.  It  is  not  only 
right  in  principle,  but  proper  in  economy,  in  the 
transaction  of  business.  For  if  it  be  found  tliat 
there  is  no  law  to.enforce  there  by  the  sword,  we 
have  neither  time  nor  labor  thrown  awav  in  get- 
ting a  sword.  That  time  and  labor  will  be  better 
spent  in  healing  existing  wounds  and  restoring 
that  peace  and  love  which  should  bless  and  warm 
our  national  brotherhood.  Do  not  get  a  sword 
upon  any  li^ht  pretense — any  doubtful  right  or 
necessity.  If  you  do  it,  its  very  gleam,  in  this 
land,  may  inflict  wounds  which  God  alone  can 
heal. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana has  much  more  clearly  demonstrated  the 
propriety  of  the  course  I  have  proposed,  than  I 
should  have  been  able  to  do  myself.  I  do  not 
propose,  by  the  course  I  have  indicated,  that  the 
military  power  of  the  country  should  be  used  in 
Kansas  or  anywhere  else.  I  leave  all  questions 
arising  out  oi  the  message  to  be  determined  at 
the  proper  time  and  in  the  proper  way.     I  merely 

Erqpose,  for  the  present,  that  tnis  message  shoula, 
ke  all  other  messages  of  a  like  chc^cter,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union  where  its  parts  can  be  separated, 
and  each  referred  to  the  committee  which  appro- 

friately  has  jurisdiction  over  it.  My  friend  from 
ndiana  will  not,  of  course,  say  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  has  Jurisdiction  over  the 
entire  message,  nor  will  thegcntleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania [Mr.  Gao  w]  contend  that  the  Committee 
on  Territories  has  jurisdiction  over  every  part  of 
it.  No  one  of  the  ordinary  standing  committees 
of  the  House  can  appropriately  take  charge  of  the 
whole  document.  The  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  is  the  proper  committee, 
and  the  only  one  to  which  such  messages  should 
be  commiitcd. 

The  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Dunn]  says, 
that  the  laws  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas  for  cer- 
tain reasons  may  be  decided  to  be  nugatory — of 
no  force;  and  that,  therefore,  the  message  ought 
to  ^o  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  If  the 
point  alluded  to  by  him  should  arise,  that  much 
of  the  message  should  probably  go  to  that  com- 
mittee. First,  however,  lot  the  mcs8a£;e  go  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
where  all  of  these  different  propositions  can  be 
brought  up,  and,  after  full  and  freV  discussion,  it 
con  be  parceled  out  among  the  standing  commit- 
tees of  the  House — to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary so  much  of  it  as  comes  within  the  juris- 
diction ofthat  committee,  and  to  other  conmiittees 
such  portions  as  belong;  to  them. 

Now,  sir,  I  repeal,  that  there  is  no  one  of  the 
standing  committees  of  this  body  that  can  prop- 
erly have  charge  of  this  entire  message;  and  there 
is  no  rule  by  wliich  a  standing  committee  can  dis- 
tribute the  message  among  the  other  committees 
of  the  House.  The  proper  place  for  such  distri- 
bution is  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union.  I  am  surprised  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  Jersey  (Mr.  Pennington] 
should  so  construe  the  95th  rule  of  the  House  as 
to  place  this  whole  document  within  the  control 
of  the  Committee  on  Territories.  There  are 
propositions  in  it  on  which  that  committee  can- 
not possibly  take  action. 

My  object  is,  that  it  shall  go  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union,  where  it 
will  be  open  to  free  discussion.  After  that  shall 
have  been  done,  a  resolution  may  be  adopted 
there,  referring  a  certain  part  of  it  to  this  commit- 
tee, anothir  part  to  that  committee,  and  so  place 
oil  the  different  subjects  embraced  in  it  under  the 
control  of  the  standing  committees  to  which  they 
belong.  That  resolution  will  be  reported  to  the 
House,  and,  if  approved  by  it,  the  President's 


message  will  in  that  way  be  parceled  oat  among 
(he  committees  of  the  House. 

Sir,  I  desire  to  accomplish  nothing  that  I  do 
not  believe  the  rules  of  the  House  require.  I  do 
not  wish  to  deprive  committees  of  any  control 
or  influence  in  legislation  that  legitimately  belong 
to  them;  but  I  do  not  believe  that  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  ought  to  have  charge  of  the  mes- 
sage, though  it  may  be  entitled  to  a  part  of  it; 
I  do  not  believe  tne  Committee  on  Territories 
entitled  to  the  whole,  though  I  have  no  doubt  it 
will  be  entitled  to  a  portion;  and  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  certainly  are  entitled  to  a 
portion  of  it.  Then,  let  it  go  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union,  where  the 
rules  of  the  House  properly  require  it  to  be  sent — 
where  it  can  be  parceled  out  and  justice  be  done. 

Mr.  GROW.  The  argument  of  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama  [Mr.  HoustonI  would  apply  to 
an  ordinary  annual  message  or  the  President,  or 
to  a  message  containing  a  variety  of  subjects. 
The  proper  reference  of  such  a  message  would 
be  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union.  But  this  is  not  an  ordinary  mes- 
sage. It  contains  but  one  subject,  and  that  relates 
to  the  Territory  of  Kansas.  It  should  not,  there- 
fore, be  classed  among  the  ordinary  m^sages 
of  the  President,  relating  to  a  variety  of  subjects. 
But  as  it  contains  but  one  subject,  and  that  re- 
lating to  the  Territory  of  Kansas  only,  it  should 
go,  of  course,  to  the  Committee  on  Territories, 
under  the  rule  of  the  House,  which  requires  that 
committee  to  devise  and  report  such  means  as 
in  their  opinion  may  be  necessary  to  secure  the 
civil  and  political  rights  of  the  citizens  of  the 
Territories. 

A  portion  of  the  citizens  of  Kansas  complain 
that  their  rights  have  been  trampled  upon;  and 
the  President  informs  US  in  this  message  that  the 
civil  and  political  rights  of  the  citizens  of  that 
Territory  are  not  fully  secured,  or  at  least  that 
there  are  some  disturbances  there  that  may  re- 
quire action  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment. This  is  the  information  before  us;  and  to 
inquire  into  and  ascertain  what  those  disturbances 
are  is  the  proper  business  of  the  Committee  on 
Territories,  under  the  rules  of  the  House.  It  is 
the  duty  of  that  committee  to  "examine  into  the 
legislative,  civil,  and  criminal  proce^iugs  of  the 
Territories,  and  to  devise  and  report  to  the  House 
such  means  as,  in  their  opinion,  may  be  neces- 
sary to  secure  the  rights  of  the  citizen.**  Then 
the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama 
fails  not  only  from  the  fact  that  the  message 
relates  to  one  subject  only 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  If  the  gentleman  thinks  the 
message  relates  only  to  one  subject,  he  has  not 
read  it;  that  is  all. 

Mr.  GROW.  I  say  the  argument  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Alabama  fails,  not  only  from  that 
fact,  but  also  from  the  fact  that  the  only  subject 
contained  in  the  messajgo  is  one  over  which  the 
Committee  on  Territories  has  exclusive  control, 
under  the  rules  of  the  House. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Alabama.  Oh,  let  the  message 
ffo  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  where  we  can 
debate  it. 

Mr.  GROW.  The  gentleman  certainly  docs 
not  suppose  that  the  Committee  on  Temtories 
will  smother  debate  in  reference  to  the  subject  of 
this  message  ? 

Mr.  COBB.  Certainly  not.  But  only  let  it  go 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  where  it  may  properly  be  debated. 

Mr.  GROW .  The  committee  will  examine  the 
subject,  and  report  to  the  House  such  action  as 
they  think  proper  to  recommend.  The  subject 
will  then  be  regularly  before  the  House,  and  will 
be  open  to  debate.  I  have  stated  the  reasons  why 
in  my  opinion  this  message,  under  the  rules  of 
the  House,  clearly  belongs  to  the  Committee  on 
Territories;  and  as  a  member  of  that  committee, 
I  simply  ask  that  communications  from  the  exec- 
utive department  which,  according  to  the  rules 
and  universal  practice  of  the  House,  oelong  to  that 
committee,  shall  take  their  usual  reference. 

Mr.  RICHARDiON.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  rule 
which  was  read  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, [Mr.  Grow,]  if  it  confers  jurisdiction  at 
all,  certainly  confers  it  upon  the  Committee  on 
Territories;  and  if  the  jurisdiction  of  that  com- 
mittee is  as  broad  and  as  large  as  he  seems  to 
think  it,  then  the  reference  can  give  it  no  control 
over  the  subject  which  it  has  not  already.  I  have 


not  risen,  however,  for  the  purpose  of  diictissinr 
this  question.  I  wish  only  to  say  a  word  in  reply 
to  some  remarks  which  fell  from  my  friend  from 
Indiana,  [Mr.  Dunn.]  I  know,  sir,  it  is  the 
practice  in  this  day,  whatever  occurs  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Kansas,  to  publish  it  to  the  world  as 
something^  which  has  never  occurred  before;  and 
the  point  is  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana 
on  tnat  Territory,  in  reference  to  her  laws,  that 
the  Legislature  was  held  at  a  point  where  it  had 
no  right  to  be  held;  and  that,  m  consequence, be 
doubts  whether  laws  passed  under  the  ciream* 
stances  are  binding — whether  they  are  not  null 
and  void .  I  nrigh  t  refer  him — I  will  refer  him— to 
the  settlement  of  a  similar  question  in  Oregon 
Territory.  A  precisely  similar  point  arose  iiMhat 
Territory,  smd  was  settled  by  Congress  almost 
unan  imously — no  one  doubting  that  die  laws  were 
not  binding.  The  Lecrislature  transferred  the  seat 
of  government  from  Oregon  City — the  point  fixed 
by  the  organic  law — to  Porthuid,  a  point  selected 
by  themselves;  and  in  that  case  Congress  did 
nothing  more  nor  less  than  ratify  what  they  had 
done  at  the  new  seat  of  Gorernmeot.  The  case 
to  which  the  gentleman  refers  is  not  as  strong  as 
this  case  of  Oregon. 

What  are  the  facts  in  the  history  of  the  legis- 
lation in  reference  to  the  seat  of  government  in 
Kansas  Territory?  The  organic  law  teoiporanlf 
fixed  it  at  Fort  Leavenworth.  Before  the  election 
of  the  Legislature,  Coneress,  by  an  act  passed 
appropriating  money  to  build  a  capitul,  confened 
power  on  them  to  locate  the  seat  of  government. 
Notwitlistanding  this,  the  gentleman  n-om  Indiana 
doubts  whether  laws  made  by  the  Legislature  at 
the  place  fixed  upon  by  them  for  the  seatof  gOT- 
ern men t,  under  tne  power  conferred  in  an  appro- 
priation bill  passed  by  Congress,  is  hi»dkig  or 
not! 

I  only  refer  to  this,  Mr.  Sneaker,  for  the  reason 
that  I  do  not  wish  the  gentleman's  remark  to  go 
to  the  country  without  the  explanation  which  I 
have  submitted.  I  have  no  doubt,  if  1  were  to 
turn  back,  that  I  could  find  numerous  cases  of  a 
like  character,  where  similar  points  were,  in  like 
manner,  settled  by  Congress.  I  have  not  bad 
the  opportunity  nor  time  to  do  so. 

Mr.  DUNN.  I  did  not  intend  to  assert  that 
the  difficulties  which  I  suggested  ought  to,  or  do, 
control  the  ultimate  determination  of  this  quet* 
lion  of  our  final  duty;  but  they  are  difficulties 
which  occur  to  my  mind  at  this  time,  and  I  think 
they  are  matters  properly  fior  that  committee, 
whose  duty  it  is  to  say  wnat  arc  the  legal  effects 
of  the  irregularities  referred  to.  . 

The  circumstance  of  Congress  aeqweadng  m 
what  may  have  taken  place  in  Oregon  Terri- 
tory, does  not  determine  what  is  the  law  of  the 
case;  Congress  may  acquiesce  in  what  is  ogainst 
law.  The  gentleman  will  recognize  the  principtei 
that  if  the  law  fixes  a  place  for  holding  a  court, 
and  the  judge  and  officers  of  that  court  go  to 
another  place,  the  proceedings  at  the  other  plaM 
are  entirely  void.  The  forum  fixed  must  be 
adhered  to  by  courts.  If  the  rule  is  different  in 
regard  to  legislative  bodies,  I  am  not  aware  of  it. 
But  I  have  not  been  able  to  examine  these  ques- 
tions enough  to  venture  the  expression  of  anf 
settled  opinion;  I  only  meant  to  suggest  what 
occurred  to  me  as  difficulties  deserving  of  senoui 
consideration. 

Mr.  RIC  H ARDSON.  I  will  discuss  the  quei- 
tion  with  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  at  «"o"['[ 
time.  I  understood  him  at  first  as  I  understand 
him  now— that  he  was  not  sal isfiei  whether  the 
laws  of  Kansas  were,  or  not,  void  in  consequepcs 
of  the  circumstances  under  which  they  ^J* 
enacted .  He  gave  no  opinion  on  the  point.  1  w 
point  I  made  is,  that  what  the  Legislature  of  Kan- 
sas did  out  of  the  power  conferred  by  Congress » 
legal  and  of  binding  efifcct.  ,  , 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  Mr.  Speaker,  l  regret  that 
points  so  important  have  been  precipitated  on  a 
motion  of  reference,  I  wish  to  say  to  the  Hous«» 
that,  in  my  opinion,  the  question  now  before  it  ijj  . 
one  of  the  most  solemn  and  interesting  that  wiu  / 
come  before  Congress  at  its  present  session.  W* 
all  know  the  condition  of  Kansas;  we  all  ^^^^^ 
positions  which  have  been  respcctivclf  assumca 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  a  por- 
tion of  the  population  of  that  Territory.  WiUioui 
entering  into  detail,  as  has  been  done  by  *"®,6^j 
tleman  from  Illinois  and  the  gentleman  from  liwi- 
ana,  I  will  barely  s^y,  that  ther*  are  certam  $tcn 
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who  has  since  that  time  served  upon  that  com- 
mittee, if  the  laws  of  the  Territories  have  not  been 
so  referred  since  I  was  last  in  Congress '  I  under- 
stand him  to  say  such  a  reference  has  been  made. 
I  understand  from  th($  g:entlemau  from  Illinois, 
[Mr.  Richardson,]  who  is  an  old  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Territories,  tliat  they  have  also 
been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Territories. 
So  it  seems  that  a  reference  has  been  made  to  both 
of  those  committees.  I  know  the  fact  that  they 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
while  I  was  upon  that  committee;  and  it  seems  to 
me  that  is  the  right  reference.  What  has  the 
Committee  on  Territories  to  do  with  the  laws  of 
the  Territories  ? 

The  territorial  laws  are  sent  here  in  order  that 
we  may  ascertain  whether  the  Constitution  has 
been  violated  by  the  Territorial  Legislature.  All 
that  the  Judiciary  Committee  has  to  do,  is  so 
ascertain  that  fact,  and  if  they  find  that  the  Con- 
stitution has  not  been  violated,  they  have  noth- 
ing more  to  do  with  the  laws.  Now  what  does 
the  Committee  on  Territories  want  to  do  with 
them?  What  will  they  do  with  them  if  diey 
have  them  ?  Do  they  want  to  ascertain  whether 
the  Constitution  has  been  violated  by  the  Legis- 
lative Assembly?  Of  course,  I,  as  a  member  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary ,  do  not  want  tbe 
reference  to  that  committee.  Certainly,  I  do  not 
want  to  burden  myself  with  any  unnecessary 
business;  but  it  beems  to  me  that  it  is  proper  to 
refer  those  documents  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  as  it  is  consistent  with  the  object  for 
which  a  reference  is  to  be  made.  I  renew  the 
motion  to  lay  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  GROW.  Will  the  gentleman  withdraw 
the  motion  for  a  moment? 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  1  will,  if  the  gentleman 
will  renew  it. 

Mr.  GROW.  I  will  renew  it.  Certainly,  the 
Committee  on  Territories  are  not  over  anxious, 
from  any  desire  for  labor,  to  have  these  laws  re- 
ferred to  them.  I  am  not,  of  course,  any  more 
anxious  than  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  for 
labor  unnecessarily  imposed;  but  it  having  been 
the  practice  of  the  House  to  refer  the  laws  of  all 
these  Territories  to  the  Committee  on  Territories, 
I,  as  chairman  of  that  committee,  ask  that  they 
shall  now  take  their  usual  direction.  I  have  no 
other  reason.  The  former  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Territories,  the  gentleman  from  Illinois, 
[Mr.  Richardson,]  assured  me  that  for  the  Ust 
nix  years  those  laws  have  been  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Territories.  The  Journal  of  the 
House  shows  that,  during  the  last  Congress,  the 
territorial  laws  of  Oregon,  New  Mexico,  and 
Utah,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Terri- 
tories. Back  of  that  time,  I  have  not  examined 
the  Journal.  I  simply  now  ask  that  the  usual 
reference  be  made  of  these  laws,  and  for  the  rea- 
son that,  under  the  rules  of  the  House,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Territories  are  charged  with  the  duty 
of  "examining  into  the  legislative,  civil,  and 
criminal  proceedings  of  the  Territories,  and  to 
devise  and  report  to  the  House  such  means  as, 
in  their  opinion,  may  be  necessary  to  secure  the 
rights  ana  privilegiis  of  residents  and  non-resi- 
dents.*' How  are  we  to  perform  that  duty,  unless 
the  legislative  proceedings  of  the  Territories  are 
referred  to  them?  I  ask  that  they  may  be  so 
referred,  in  order  that  we  may  be  enabled  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  imposed  upon  us  by  the  rules 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
calling  the  attention  of  my  friend  from  Kentucky 
[Mr.  H.  MarshallI  to  a  remark  he  just  now 
made.  I  understood  him  to  say,  that  the  only 
object  of  the  reference  of  the  territorial  laws  to 
any  comnaittee  was,  to  ascertain  whether  they 
were  in  violation  of  the  Constitution.  Now,  I 
must  confess  my  surprise  at  the  declaration  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  who,  I  think,  some 
two  or  three  weeks  ago,  announced  a  very  sound 
and  wholesome  doctrine  upon  this  subject,  when 
he  declared  that  the  Territorial  Legislatures  pos- 
sessed no  power  but  that  which  was  delegated  to 
them  by  Congress. 

The  object,  then,  of  the  reference  of  territorial 
1a ws  to  Congress  is  not  simpiv  to  inquire  whether 
there  is  anything  in  them  violative  of  the  Consti- 
tution, but  it  is  that  Congress  may  express  its 
general  approbation  or  disapprobation  of  the  law, 
whether  the  eround  of  its  opinion  be  founded  on 
constitutional  or  any  other  objection.    And  the 
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e^entleman  from  Kentucky  will  find,  if  he  looks 
Back  at  the  past  legislation  of  Congress,  that  many 
territorial  laws  have  been  disapproved  and  an- 
nulled by  Congress  to  which  tnere  was  no  con- 
stitutional objection. 

I  did  not  rise  to  express  my  dissent  from  the 
doctrines  expressed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, because,  with  him,  I  utterly  repudiate  this 
new,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  it  is  becoming  a  fash- 
ionable, doctrine  of  squatter,  popular,  or  territo- 
rial sovereignty. 

Mr.  H.  ^lARSHALL.  Well,  I  modify  the 
language  which  I  used  in  my  speech,  so  as  to 
say  that  these  territorial  laws  are  submitted  for 
the  approval  of  Congress  not  merely  for  decision 
as  to  tncir  constitutionality. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  I  was  satisfied  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  only  needed  to  have  his 
attention  called  to  his  loose  phraseology  to  induce 
him  to  correct  it.  As  to  the  reference  of  these 
bills,  I  confess  that  I  have  no  particular  choice 
between  the  Territorial  Committee  and  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee.  I  think  it  is  competent  for 
the  House  to  refer  tbe  laws  of  the  Territories  to 
either. 

Mr.  GROW  addressed  the  Chair. 

Mr.  CRAWFORD.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  allow  me  to  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  Millsok]  one  question  ? 

Mr.  GROW.    Certainly. 

Mr.  CRAWFORD.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  this  question,  as  he  has 
referred  to  the  question  of  popular  sovereignly, 
whether  he  understands  the  question  of  popular 
sovereignty  to  admit  the  right  of  the  Territorial 
Legislature  to  pass  laws  prohibiting  slavery  in 
the  Territory  ? 

Mr.  GROW,  (interrupting.)  I  cannot  yield  the 
floor  for  the  opening  ot  that  kind  of  discussion. 
That  inquiry  would  be  proper,  Mr.  Speaker, 
when  this  discussion  opens  upon  that  subject, 
but  it  has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  this  refer- 
ence; and  the  territorial  laws  which  were  referred 
this  morning  only  embrace  Utah,  Minnesota,  and 
Washington.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Millson]  made  the  point  that  I  intended  to  make 
in  reply  to  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky.  It  is  that  these  laws  are  to  be  exam- 
ined, not  with  a  view  exclusively  to  their  consti- 
tutional provisions;  for  in  the  last  Congress  we 
annulled  an  act  of  the  Territorial  Legislature  of 
Minnesota  chartering  a  railroad,  which  act  did 
not  involve  any  constitutional  principle,  but  was 
annulled  simply  on  a  question  of  expediency. 
Now,  as  territorial  laws  nave  heretofore  been  re- 
ferred to  the  Territorial  Committee ,  that  commi  ttee 
now  only  asks  that  these  laws  shall  have  the  usual 
reference.  In  compliance  with  the  promise  which 
I  made  to  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
H.  Marshall,]  I  renew  the  motion  that  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the  table,  although 
I  shall  vote  against  laying  it  on  the  table. 

The  question  was  taken  on  a  division;  and  the 
Speaker  announced  the  vote  to  be — ayes  71,  noes 

Mr.  ORR  demanded  tellers. 

Mr.  LETCHER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  roll  was  called ;  and  the  question  was  de- 
cided in  the  afiirmative — yeas  84,  nays  81;  as 
follows: 

YEA8— Mesgrs.  Aiken.  Barksdale,  Hendley  S.  Bennett, 
Bocock,  Bowie,  Boyce,  Branch,  Brooks,  Broom,  Burnett, 
Codwalader,  John  P.  Campbell,  CorlUe,  Caruthcrs,  ding- 
man.  WiJIianuou  R.  W.  Cobb,  Cox,  Crowronl,  Cullen, 
DnTidMMi,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Dowdell,  Edmundtfon, 
Edwards,  Elliou,  English,  Ethcrid^e,  Eustis,  Evans,  Flor- 
ence, Fosu*r,  Thomas  J.  D.  Puller,  Goode,  Greenwood, 
Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thibmas  L.  Harris^  Hanison,  Haven, 
Uou8ton,  Jewctt,  George  W.  Jones,  Keitt,  KcnneU,Lak^ 
Letoher,  Lindley,  Lumpkin,  Alexander  K.  Marshall,  Hum- 

gbrey  Mantball,  Samuel  S.  Marshall,  McMuUin,  Smith 
liller,  Millson,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Paine,  Porter, 
Powell,  Purycar,  Quitman,  Reade,  Heady,  Bivers,  RufAu, 
Rust,  Sandidge,  Savi«c,  Seward,  Shorter,  William  Smith, 
William  R.  Smith,  Stephens,  Stewart,  Swope,  Taylor, 
Underwood,  VaU,  Valk.  Walker,  Watkins,  Winsfow,  Dan- 
iel B.  Wright,  John  V.  Wright,  and  ZolUcoffer— 84. 

NAYS— .Messrs.  Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  BilUnghurtt, 
Bingham,  Bishop,  Bliss,  Bradshaw,  Brenton,  Bumnton, 
Burlingame,  James  H.Campbcll,  Clawson,  Colflix,  Comins, 
Covodc,  Cragiu,  Cumback,  Danirell,  Dean,  Dick,  Dickson, 
Dodd,  Dunn,  Durfee,  Flagler,  Galloway, Giddings.  Granger, 
Grow,  Robert  B.  Hail,  Harlan,  Hickman,  Holloway, 
Thomas  R.  Ilorton,  Howard,  Hugliston,  Kelsey,  Knowlton, 
Knox,  Leiter,  Mace,  Mattesou,  Moacham,  KiiUan  Miller, 
MUlward,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Mott,  Murray,  Nichols,  Norton, 
Parker,  Pearec,  Pennington.  Perry,  Pike,  PrinEle,  Pur« 
viance,  Ritchie,  Roberts,  Sanin,  Sapp,  Scott,  Sherman, 
Simmons,  Stanton,  Tappan,  Thorington,  Tbumton,  Todd, 


Tjrson,  Wade,  Wakeman,  Wa}brid|e,  Wildrai,  Eu. 
B.  Waahbunie,  Israel  Washbom,  Watsoa,  WddLu4 
Woodruff-81.  I     ««hiis 

So  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  rcferrinf 
tlie  territorial  laws  t8  the  Committee  on  tbe  Jq. 
dietary  was  laid  on  the  table. 

KANSAS  MESSAGE — AGAIN. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  rise  to  a  privileged  <roei. 
tion.  I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  whidi 
the  ezecutine  message  in  relation  to  Kansu  wii 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  oo  tW 
state  of  the  Union;  and  I  also  move  to  Uy  the 
motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  move  that  the  Houae  do 
now  adjourn. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  1  hope  the  gentleman  fmn 
Ohio  will  withdraw  his  motion  for  a  moment  to  eii< 
able  me  to  make  a  motion  that,  when  the  House 
adjourns  to-day,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday 
next.  It  is  the  practice,  generally,  to  adjoun 
over  aAer  the  organization  t>f  the  commiueei. 
RULES  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  wish  to  submit  thii  reso- 
lution,  to  which  I  hope  there  will  be  no  objectioQ: 

Retolpedf  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  (Viniiah  tn  eaek 
member  and  delegate  a  copy  of  the  Constitutioo,  MamI, 
and  Rules. 

I  move  that  this  resolution  be  adopted. 
The  question  was  put;  and  the  resolution  ym 
adopted. 

POOR  OP  THE  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  ask  the  un&nimoas  coo- 
sent  of  the  House  to  take  up  the  Senate  joint 
resolution  making  an  appropriation  to  famiah 
fuel  to  the  poor  of  the  District. 

Objection  was  made. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  My  motion  is  first  befort 
the  House,  and  I  ask  to  have  it  considered. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  of  the  gcntI^ 
man  from  Alabama  is  a  privileged  motion. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  renewed  the  motion,  ihat  the 
vote  by  which  the  executive  communia  t  on  in 
relation  to  Kansas  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  be  recon- 
sidered ,  and  also,  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be 
laid  on  the  table;  which  latter  motion  was  agreed 
to. 

ADJOURNMENT  OVER. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  The  motion  of  tk 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Flobbsck] 
was,  I  thought,  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  was  not  enter- 
tained by  the  Chair,  because  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  [Mr.  Stephens]  had  been  assigned  the 
floor. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  Then,  I  now  rise  to  nprifi- 
leged  motion.  I  move  that  when  the  House  ad- 
journs to-day,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  nexu 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  vu 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and 

Thereupon  the  House  (at  a  ouarter  part  three 
o'clock,  p.  m.)  adjourned  till  Monday  next,  it 
twelve  o  clock,  m. 

IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  Febr%umf  18, 1856. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  HitniT  C.D«i»| 

The  Journal  of  Tbursday  last  was  read  sod 
approved. 

PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  PISH.  Mr.  President,  I  am  requeued  to 
present  the  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Cow* 
merce  of  the  city  of  New  York,  commei^ 
highly  the  principle  of  reciprocity  established  aw 
recognized  under  the  late  treaty  with  EnglaMj 
and  requesting  that  an  act  be  passed  to  remoTeaH 
duties  and  restrictions  on  the  importations  into 
the  United  States  of  all  articles  the  growth,  pro- 
duce, or  manufacture  of  the  Canadas,  ainl  a«oto 
permit  ships  built  in  Canada  to  participau  oa 
equal  terms  in  the  shipping  and  coasting  trade  on 
the  interior  lakes  ana  fresh  waters  interrcnujg 
between  Canada  and  the  United  States.  It «?  ■ 
subject  which  interests  very  much  a  large  por"**? 
of  the  commercial  community,  and  I  ask  for  J 
the  careful  and  considerate  action  of  the  Comnui- 
tee  on  Finance,  to  which  I  move  that  the  meni'>* 
rial  be  referred. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
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of  an  inveBtigatiofi  into  the  physii}*!  and  mental 
«o»dkion,  pefsoiial  iiabUi,  and  character  ot*  the«e 
ofBcers,  and  also  into  their  ability  to  discharge 
efficiently  all  the  duties  of  the  decK  at  sea.  And 
in  this,  it  maybe,  some  have  been  found  wanting. 
In  a  bureau,  or  a  dock-yard,  an  officer  may  be 
capable  of  discharging  his  duty  with  consummate 
ability,  who  might,  nevertheless,  be  very  inefficient 
on  board  ship.  Indeed,  of  a  sailor,  it  may  be 
said,  as  of  a  poet,  with  some  degree  of  truth, 
''Abscihir  mm  fit."  This  qualification  of  sea- 
manship on  the  part  of  an  officer  can  only  be 
known  by  those  with  whom  he  has  sailed — who 
have  had  opportunities  of  personally  witnessing 
his  ability  to  manage  a  ship  under  all  the  varying 
circumstances  of  sunshine  and  of  storm.  ^  There 
may  be  officers  who,  taking  no  interest  in  their 
•profession,  and  with  no  taste  or  aptitude  for  it, 
nave  neglected  to  accomplish  themselves  in  this 
important  branch  of  their  duty,  and  have  thus 
become  inefficient  in  its  discharge.  And  as,  by 
the  rule  of  our  service,  all  rise  to  promotion  by 
seniority,  there  may  be  others  who  nave  regarded 
a  profession  with  indifference  in  which  merit  and 
saill  procure  no  advancement,  and  have  made  no 
exertions  to  attain  proficiency  in  it.  Hence  the 
difficulty  which  the  Department  has  sometimes 
experienced  in  obtaining  .promptly  officers  for  a 
ship  destined  for  a  distant  or  unhealthy  station. 
Excuses  are  made,  and  siek  certificates  sent  in, 
to  obtain  relief  from  orders.  And  these,  backed, 
«8  fVe(|uently  they  have  been,  by  political  influ- 
ence, have  not  always  been  made  in  vain.  And 
thus  it  is  to  be  feared  that  there  have  been  officers 
in  our  Navy  with  whom,  from  neelectin^  their 
duties  at  sea,  and  from  inaptitude  K)r  their  pro- 
fession, it  would  not  be  prudent  to  trust  the 
safety  of  a  ship.  A  ship,  in  charge  of  an  unskillful 
officer,  might  perish  in  a  gale,  wnen,  if  an  efficient 
officer  were  in  command,  slie  would  survive  it. 
i  have  myself  heard  officers  say,  that  when  Mr. 
So-cmd-flo  had  the  mid-watch,  in  a  squally  night, 
there  was  not  much  sound  sleep  by  the  watch 
below.  How  many  officers  ^if  any)  have  been 
retired  f6r  ineompetency  of  tnis  kind,  I  do  not 
know. 

From  the  consideration,  then,  of  the  physical, 
mental,  and  moral  condition  of  an  officer,  his  sea- 
aervice,  his  riiore-serviee,  the  time  unemployed, 
and  his  capacity  on  ship  board ,  the  board  formed 
their  Judgment  as  to  his  ability,  in  the  language 
of  the  law,  **  to  perform,  promptly  and  efficiently, 
all  his  duty  ashore  and  afloat;''  and  so  reported 
their  finding  to  the  Executive. 

And,  Mr.  President,  I  will  here  ask  whether 
the  selection  of  the  members  who  composed  this 
board ,  for  all  these  purposes,  was  not  a  good  one  ? 
6ir,  I  take  it  upon  myself  to  say,  from  having 
had  at  the  time  of  its  bein^  announced,  opportu- 
nities of  knowing  the  feelings  of  the  officers  of 
the  Navy,  that  had  they  been  called  upon  to  make 
a  selection  by  ballot  of  the  officers  to  constitute 
this  board,  very  little  change  would  have  been 
made  from  the  one  ordered  by  the  Secretary. 
-  It  was  hailed  everywhere  with  acclamations  of 
satisfaction,  and  by  none  more  than  by  officers 
of  tlie  Navy,  some  of  whom,  it  is  said,  are  now 
complaining  of  its  action.  They  were  perfectly 
satisfied;  everybody  was  satisfied,  until  the  rcL- 
suit  of  their  labors  had  been  made  known.  Then, 
however,  it  was  discovered  that  blameless  and 
efficient  officers  had  been  displaced  to  make  room, 
in  a  superior  grade,  for  junior  officers  who  were 
members  of  this  board;  then  it  was  discovered 
that  secret,  malign  influences  had  been  at  work; 
then  were  remembered  old  quarrels  and  diffi- 
culties with  members  of  the  board,  long  since 
perhaps  forgotten,  by  at  least  one  of  the  parties; 
Chen  was  it  charged  that,  to  gratify  a  dastardly 
npirit  of  revenge,  advantage  hcui  been  taken  of  an 
irresponsible  position  to  strike  a  long-delayed  and 
coward  blow  at  a  defenseless  brother  officer. 

But,  of  all  this,  not  a  word  before  the  finding 
of  the  board  was  made  public,  no  protests  against 
star-chamber  inquisitions,  against  secret  tribu- 
nals, against  the  propriety  and  legality  of  trying 
and  condemning  a  party  without  a  nearing — with- 
out an  opportunity  of^  confronting  accusers  and 
cross-examining  witnesses;  not  a  word  of  all 
this,  until  the  judgment  of  the  board  had  been 
made  known. 

The  law  was  passed  on  the  28th  day  of 'Feb- 
ruary, 18554  The  board  convened  on  the  30th 
day  of  June,aQd  concluded  itsJabors  on  the  36th 


day  of  July,  1855.  The  appointment  of  the 
board  and  the  meeting  of  the  board  were  p«ib- 
lished  throughout  the  country,  and  known  to 
everybody,  and  especially  to  those  who  were 
directly  interested  in  its  proceedings.  This,  then, 
was  the  accepted  tifne  for  protests  against  secret 
tribunals  and  star-chamber  inquisitions.  This 
was  the  time  for  protests  against  a  mode  of 
procedure  which,  all  knew,  must  necessarily  be 
adopted  by  the  board.  But  there  were  none,  sir, 
no  protests,  no  remonstrances,  no  objections,  no 
complaints. 

And,  Mr.  President,  T  will  be  excused,  I  trust, 
for  expressing  my  belief  in  the  impartiality  and 
fairness  of  this  board,  and  that  its  members  con- 
scientiously and  fearlessly  discharged  their  duty 
to  the  best  of  their  ability,  and  with  a  single  view 
to  the  efficiency  of  the  Navy. 

Errors  have  been  committed,  but  not,  as  I  be- 
lieve, intentional  ones.  Perhaps,  to  some  extent, 
they  were  unavoidable.  Differences  of  opinion 
existed  in  the  board  itself  in  re^rd  to  the  classifi- 
cation of  the  retired  officers.  But  who  believes 
in  the  charges  of  recklessness,  selfishness,  ambi- 
tion, and  cruelty  deliberately  ]>erpetrated,  which 
have  been  made  against  the  members  who  com- 
posed it?  Mistakes  were  made,  but  these,  when- 
ever they  are  found  to  have  occurred,  will  be 
corrected.  The  President  of  the  United  States 
has  declared  that,  upon  becoming  satisfied  that 
any  officer  has  been  displaced  without  sufficient 
cause,  it  will  afford  him  the  highest  satisfaction, 
and  he  will  regard  it  as  a  duty,  to  restore  him  to 
his  ori^nal  position,  so  far  as  he  can  do  so. 

But  It  has  been  said  that  the  board  exceeded 
their  powers  under  the  law,  and  that,  therefore, 
all  their  acts  are  null  and  void.  Now,  Mr. 
President,  what  were  the  powers  conferred  by  the 
act  of  February  28.  1855,  on  this  board?  If  I 
understand  them  rigntly,  they  amount  to  nothing. 
It  had  no  power  whatever  conferred  on  it.  A 
duty,  and  a  most  painful  duty,  was  imposed,  but 
no  power  conferred,  unless  an  order  of  a  superior 
authority  to  an  inferior  one,  to  give  its  advice  and 
opinion  on  a  practical  subiect,  may  be  so  con- 
strued. It  was  merely  an  advisory  body ,  selected 
to  aid  the  Executive  in  promoting  the  efficiency 
of  the  Navy.  It  is  precisely  such  a  board  as  the 
President  would  have  convened  to  aid  him  in 
carrying  the  law  into  effect,  had  no  provision 
whatever  for  that  purpose  been  incorporated  in 
the  law  itself.  It  was  precisely  such  a  board  as 
was  convened  by  President  Madison  in  1815,  to 
reduce  the  Army  of  the  United  States  afler  the 
war  with  Great  Britain;  precisely  such  a  board 
as  was  ordei-ed  by  President  Polk  in  1848,  to 
reduce  the  marine  corps,  after  the  war  with  Mex- 
ico. Their  sessions, like  the  board  of  1855,  were 
secret,  their  decisions  prompt,  and  their  reports 
made  to  the  President,  with  their  recommenda- 
tions, without  any  reasons  given  for  their  action; 
and  they  were  acfopted  and  carried  into  efifect. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  the  disbandment  of  the 
officers  of  the  army  in  1815  caused,  as  is  well 
known,  great  suffering.  Hundreds  of  meritori- 
ous officers  were  thrown  entirely  out  of  employ- 
ment and  rendered  unfit  in  many  instances  for 
toil  by  hard  service  in  the  tented  field.  No  pro- 
vision but  the  smallest  pension  was  ever  made  for 
those  whose  health  had  been  destroyed  by  severe 
campaigns,  or  who  had  been  disabled  by  wounds 
for  the  active  pursuits  of  life;  and  pensions  were 
the  same  for  every  officer  of  the  same  grade,  with- 
out distinction  as  to  merits  or  to  services.  No 
retired  lists  with  liberal  provision  for  the  merito- 
rious were  then  provided  for  those  who  had  cov- 
ered themselves  with  ^lory  on  the  frontiers  of 
Canada  or  on  the  plams  of  Louisiana.  Their 
services  were  no  longer  required  by  their  country, 
and  they  were  dropped  altogether  from  the  rolls 
of  the  Army,  without  any  provision  for  the  future 
being  made  for  them. 

I  do  not  mean,  Mr.  President,  to  assert  that 
the  cases  are  analogous.  But  yet  the  gallant 
officers  of  that  war  might  have  expected  some 
little  consideration  at  the  hands  of  a  country  they 
had  served  so  well.  But  I  have  made  this  digress 
sion  fVom  the  question  directly  before  the  Senate, 
for  the  purpose  of  contrasting  the  liberality  of 
Congress  in  the  act  of  February,  1855,  to  pro- 
mote the  efficiency  of  the  Navy  wiih  the  treat- 
ment of  the  discharged  officers  m,  1815  and  1848. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  hope  I  may  then 
be  permitted  to  my  that  the  act  of  Congress  which 


has  been  ao  severely  condemned  by  Bome  digtin- 
guished  Senators  was  one  of  great  hbfniihty,  and 
reflects  high  honor  upon  the  Congress  which 
adopted  and  the  Executive  which  approved  it 
In  its  execution,  as  I  have  said  before,  misiak'-s 
may  have  been  m^de — I  doubt  not  have  been— but 
by  no  means  so  many  as  some  Senators  8uppo!«». 
These  can  be  corrected — nay,  will  be  correfied; 
but  the  law  itself,  sir,  is  a  good  law;  and  I  be- 
lieve the  public  dissatisfaction  with  the  Nbtv  was 
such  that,  htu)  no  such  law  been  enticted,  the  whole 
Navy  by  general  consent  would  have  been  abol- 
ished.  It  has  saved  the  Navy — it  has  increased 
its  efficiency — it  has  inspired  a  new  spirit  in  its 
officers.  The  good  effects  are  already  bein^fHt, 
and  vnll  continue  to  be  so  more  and  more  here> 
after. 

But,  sir,  to  return.  What  was  the  power,  as 
it  is  called,  of  this  board,  as  conferred  by  the  act 
of  February  28,  1855  ?  I  have  already  referred 
to  its  provisions,  and  it  is  not  necessary  to  repeat 
them.  These  show  conclusively  that  itwaamade 
the  duty  of  this  board  simply  to  rteommen{,  not 
to  execute — tp  give  their  opinions  as  to  the  rela- 
tive efficiency  or  inefficiency  of  the  officers  of  the 
Navy,  and,  m  cases  of  inefficiency,  to  express 
their  belief  as  td  the  causes  which  created  it. 

The  expression  of  an  optmon  on  the  sab- 
mission  of  a  report  by  an  officer  or  a  board  of 
officers,  when  called  for  by  authority,  on  anr 
proper  subject,  can  surely  not  be  callea  an  illepal 
proceeding  or  an  excess  of  power,  and  especially 
whan  it  is  given  in  obedience  to  an  act  of  Con- 
gress and-  the  order  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  How  then  this  board,  hayingno 
power  except  to  advise  and  recommend,  hare 
exceeded  their  powers,  when  they  did  nothing 
else  but  advise  and  recomntend,  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
understand.  But  had  this  board  pursued  the 
course  of  proceeding  which  distinguished  Sena- 
tors have  mdicatedjthcyyrould  then  have frtatiy 
exceeded  their  authority,  and  would  have  de- 
served a  sharp  rebuke  from  the  ExecutiTc  and 
from  Congress  for  the  usurpation  of  powers  not 
granted  to  them  by  the  law.  Where,  I  ask  Sena- 
tors, are  we  to  find  in  that  law  authority  for  this 
board  to  constitute  itself  into  a  general  wort- 
martial  for  the  trial  of  all  the  officers  of] the  Nary? 
Where  the  authority  to  summon  witnesses,  to 
administer  oaths,  or  to  hear  counsel?  Ceriainlr 
these  powers  are  not  to  be  found  in  the  act,  tm 
the  board  had  no  inherent  right  to  assume  or  ex- 
ercise them  without  a  law  for  that  purpose.  But 
then  has  not  the* President  exceeded  nie  powpfl 
in  the  execution  of  this  law  ?  Lot  us  sec.  The 
power  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
discharge  any  officer  in  the  naval  or  military 
service  of  the  Government,  without  assigning 
any  reason  whatever  for  so  doing,  is  not  qaw- 
tioned.  He  could  therefore  have  dropped  from 
the  rolls  of  the  Navy  altogether,  all  those  who 
have  been  retired,  without  the  additional  power 
conferred  by  Congress  by  the  act  of  February, 

1855.       y      ^       y 

But,  sir,  there  were  many  officers  in  the  sernce, 
who,  though  inefficient  fVom  age  and  infirmity,  wa 
unable  longer  to  discharge  all  their  duty  promptly 
and  efficiently  ashore  and  afloat,  who  were  never- 
theless entitled,  from  past  services,  to  the  ^litw 
and  protection  of  their  country.  To  <*'****3J 
such  officers  from  the  service  altogether,  ww"j 
have  been  barbarous  and  cruel  in  the  extreme ;an<l 
it  was  to  provide  for  them  an  honorable  retire- 
ment, on  liberal,  nay  generous  pay,  that  the  la* 
was  passed  to  estabhsh  a  reserved  list  in  the  Nstv. 

The  power  of  the  President  to  dismiss  aliogett* 
er  from  the  service  was  not  doubted,  but  he  hw 
no  power,  untU  the  enactment  of  this  law,  too"'? 
from  the  active  list  of  the  Navy  and  ^^^^^3 
a  reserved  list  such  officers  as  were  incapable « 
performing,  efficiently,  all  their  duty  ashore  anfl 
afloat — they  receiving,  on  such  reserved  ''^*^»  *^ 
tain  rates  of  pay  fixed  by  th^act,  and  rendeita 


"ineligible  to  further  promotion. "  this  was  r«illy 
the  only  power  granted  to  the  President  www 
he  did  not  possess  before. 

By  the  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Na^yj" 
board  of  officers  was  convened  to  report  «» 
names  and  rank  of  officers  who,  in  thejudgmcnj 
of  the  board,  should  be  placed  on  the  ^^PT 
list,  or  dropped  altogether  fVom  the  rolls  of  "»« 
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■ttcoessful  ?  Sir,  the  greatest  of  all  earthly  re- 
forms— that  which  was  carried  forward  in  the 
person  of  Divinity  itself,  from  which  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Virpnia  drew  an  illustration  the 
other  day,  ti>  sustain  his  ar^ment,  when  he  ex- 
tracted from  His  prayer  the" expressive  petition, 
*' lead  us  not  into  temptation" — was  attacked; 
and  that  Divine  Individual  himself,  the  greatest 
of  all  earthly  reformers,  was  crucified*,  but,  sir, 
the  reform  which  he  originated  went  onward,  and 
will  go  onward  so  long  as  civilization  sjiall  last. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
who  drew  upon  the  fictitious  history  of  Homer 
to  show  that  old  men  should  be  preserved  in  ser- 
vice, might  have  found  a  stronger  argument  if  he 
had  come  down  to  less  remote  history.  Take  the 
history  of  our  country.  In  the  war  of  1812, 
while  we  preserved  the  heroes  of  the  Revolution 
OS  our  leaders,  did  not  disaster  and  defeat  mark 
the  course  of  our  armies?  But  for  the  resplend- 
ent victory  of  New  Orleans,  and  some  excellent 
lighting  in  the  neighborhood  of  dueenstown,  we 
should  have  come  out  of  that  contest  much  the 
worse.  Take  a  still  more  recent  case;  take  the 
renowned  hero  of  Britain,  Admiral  Napier.  He, 
it  was  said,  sailed  with  the  best  fleet  that  ever 
went  out  upon  the  waters — he  traversed  the  Baltic 
and  returned — and  he  was  retired  by  the  voice  of 
the  British  people;  and  now  he  stands  clamoring 
against  his  Government,  as  these  dropped  and 
retired  officers  do  here. 

Does  the  military  service  of  Great  Britain  in 
the  Crimea  furnish  us  with  any  better  example? 
1  think  not.  I  voted  for  this  law,  and  I  am  pre- 
pared to  say  to-day,  upon  the  fullest  considera- 
tion of  that  vote,  that  it  was  right.  If  injustice 
has  been  done  under  it,  in  the  mode  of  its  execu- 
tion, the  facts  in  any  case  have  not  reached  my 
ear  and  my  judgment.  With  the  vast  number  of 
the  cases  I  am  not  acquainted,  and  therefore  of 
them  I  shall  not  speak.  With  several  of  them 
I  am  acquainted;  and  if  it  shall  ever  be  presented 
in  the  Senate,  as  a  question  for  me  to  vote  upon, 
I  shall  most  certainly  vote  to  sustain  the  action 
of  that  board,  or  rather  the  action  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  founded  upon  the  rec- 
ommendation of  the  board.  Why,  sir,  what  says 
my  honorable  friend  from  South  Carolina,  in  de- 
scribing the  cases  tiiat  have  come  under  his  im- 
mediate attention  ?  He  says  in  respect  to  one  of 
them,  that  an  officer  who  was  dropped  is  a  man 
who  appears  to  be  intoxicated  when  he  is  not; 
but  he  concedes  that  he  does  drink;  and,  he  says, 
he  has  heard  it  asserted  that  **  Old  Tom,"  as  he 
calls  him,  **  cannot  be  made  drunk. "  I  beg  leave 
to  ask  the  Senate  and  the  country  if  oft-repeated 
experiments  for  the  purpose  of  making  '*  old 
Tom,"  or  any  other  man,  drunk,  will  be  likely 
to  redoimd  to  the  efficiency  of  the  United  States 
Navy  ? 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  hope  the  Senator  will  allow 
me  to  correct  him  with  regard  to  that  point.  The 
gentleman  who  spoke  to  me  in  reference  to  that 
case  was  on  the  court-martial  which  tried  Cap- 
tain Pettigru,  and  he  said  to  me  that  there  was 
nn  error  pervading  the  common  mind  in  relation 
to  the  haoit  attributed  to  Captain  Pettigru  by  De 
Camp.  He  is  a  festive-tempered  man;  but  he 
declared  to  me  that,  on  duty,  noUiing  of  the  sort 
could  be  fairly  imputed  to  him.  I  do  not  under- 
take to  say,  however,  that  he  belongs  to  a  tem- 
perance society.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  STUART.  I  took  the  statement  of  the 
honorable  Senator  himself.  As  I  remarked,  I  do 
not  know  the  individual;  and  in  that  respect  he 
stands  to  me  in  the  same  position  with  all  these 
officers,  except,  perhaps,  nve  or  six.  It  seemed 
to  me,  as  I  said,  tliat  repeated  efforts  to  drink 
him,  or  any  other  man,tarunk,  carried  on  by  an 
officer  of  the  Navy,  would  not  be  likely  to  add  to 
the  efficiency  of  the  Navy. 

It  is  not  to  be  disguised  that  in  the  Navy,  as 
well  as  everywhere  else,  there  are  all  sorts  of 
morality..  It  has  been  well  said  that  the  Navy 
is  adorned  by  some  of  the  most  brilliant  men 
living  or  that  have  lived.  It  is  true.  They 
would  be  an  ornament  to  any  service;  but  it  is 
equally  true,  that  within  its  ranks  there  were  men 
who  would  di^race  any  well-regulated  society. 
It  was  to  purge  the  Navy— it  was  to  do  what  it 
was  impossible  to  do  wimout  it — that  Congress 
passed  this  law,  seeking  to  discriminate,  and 
•wisely  to  discriminate,  between  those  who  were 
iQcriiorioiia  iind  those  who  were  not;  seeking  to 


discriminate,  further,  between  those  who  were 
inefficient  on  account  of  their  own  act,  for  which 
they  were  responsible,  and  those  who  were  in- 
efficient without  any  fault  of  their  own. 

Mr.  President,  I  exceedingly  regret  that  it  be- 
comes necessary,  in  a  preliminary  discussion  of 
this  question,  to  state  these  home  trutlis.  But; 
sir,  it  has  stinick  me  from  the  outset,  that  those 
who  have  attacked  this  law  have  insisted  upon  it. 
The  qucstibn  might  have  been  taken  upon  this 
resolution  days  ago,  if  those  who  were  most 
strongly  in  favor  of  it  would  have  allowed  the 
discussion  to  end.  It  cannot  be  denied  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Delaware,  [Mr.  Clay- 
ton,] not  now  in  his  seat,  arose  early  in  this  de- 
bate and  suggested — and  no  honorable  gentleman 
could  suggest  it  with  more  propriety — that  all 
discussion  upon  the  respective  merits  of  the  law 
itself,  or  of  individuals  connected  with  it,  should 
be  deferred  until  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs 
should  have  reported,  and  the  cases  could  be 
brought  before  us  in  executive  session.  If  that 
suggestion  had  been  adopted,  there  would  have 
been  no  difficulty;  but  the  discussion  has  been 
pressed,  and  individusd  names  have  been  pressed 
before  the  Senate;  and  when  that  course  is  persist- 
ed in,  it  seems  to  be  required  at  the  hands  of  Sen- 
ators who  disagreed  to  the  statements  made  that 
they  should  make  that  disagreement  known. 

Sir,  he  who  insists  that  some  old  men  in  the 
Navy,  who  have  hitherto  been  the  ablest  in  it,  are 
efficient'to-day ,  so  insists  against  the  settled  laws 
that  govern  mankind.  He  so  insists  against  the 
law  of  old  age  and  death,  when  he  says  that  a 
man  at  seventy  years  of  age  is  as  efficient  as  the 
same  man  was  at  thirty-five  or  forty.  Then,  let 
us  not  complain  against  the  law  of  Congress. 
It  is  the  law  of  the  Deity.  It  was  to  provide  the 
means  of  support,  which  those  gentlemen  have 
so  well  earned,  not  only  for  their  comfort,  but 
for  their  luxury  to  every  proper  extent,  that  this 
law  was  passecl.  It  is  not  denied,  as  has  been 
asserted  here  again  and  again,  that  the  President 
has  the  power  to  drop  any  officer  he  chooses.  It 
cannot  be  denied  that  the^onorable  Senator  from 
Connecticut  was  equally  right  when  lie  said  the 
President  possesses  the  power  to  nominate  any 
individual  he  chooses.  I  submit  to  that  hpn- 
orable  Senator,  that  this  law  does  not  seek  to  de- 
prive the  President  of  that  right.  It  only  declares 
that  the  men  thus  retired  shall  not  be  eligible  in 
the  line  of  promotion;  but  he  can  nominate  any 
one  of  them  to  fill  any  vacancy  which  shall  exist 
hereafter.  That  is  all  the  law  declares;  and  that 
it  had  a  right  to  declare.  It  had  a  right  to  declare 
that  when  the  President  should  have  retired  offi- 
cers in  the  Navy,  they  should  no  longer  be  in  the 
line  of  promouon.  The  act  of  the  President 
retiring  them  from  the  Navy  is  an  act  which, 
und^r  the  Constitution,  he  had  a  right  to*  per- 
form. I  think  the  insertion  of  these  words  in  the 
law  only  declared  what  would  have  been  the 
effect  without  them — that  an  officer,  who,  by  the 
act  of  the  President,  wasiaken  out  of  the  line  of 
the  service,  should  be  by  that  fact,  out  of  the  line 
of  promotion;  but  it  was  clearly  competent  for 
the  law  thus  to  declare  him  out  of  the  line  of  pro- 
motion. 

Mr.  TOUCEY.  Will  the  honorable  Senator 
allow  me  to  interrupt  him  ? 

Mr.  STUART.    Certainly. 

Mr.  TOUCEY.  The  expression  of  the  law  is 
that  the  officer  "  shall  be  ineligible  to  further 
promotion;"  not  out  of  the  line  of  promotion. 

Mr.  SrUART.  Certainly;  but,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, in  construing  a  law  it  is  to  be  construed  as 
a  whole.  The  rules  of  construing  a  statute  are 
as  familiar  to  the  honorable  Senator  from  Con- 
necticut as  to  any  other  honorable  gentleman. 
They  require  that,^  in  construing  it,  it  shall  be  so 
done,  if  the  law  will  permit  it,  as  to  m^e  it  har- 
monious in  itself,  so  as  to  carry  out  the  object 
intended ;  and  in  doing  that,  the  construction  of 
this  declaration  is,  simply,  that  they  are  retired 
from  the  Navy,  and  retired  on  such  grade  of  pay 
as  the  President,  under  that  law,  shall  fix;  and 
being  so  retired,  are  ineligible  to  promotion,  as 
they  would  be  if  they  had  remained  in  the  line 
of  the  service.  That  is  the  construction  of  the 
law. 

Now,  sir,  with  every  disinclination  to  consume 
the  time  of  the  Senate,  I  have  done  all  that  I  de- 
sire to  do.  I  have  said  enough  to  make  intelligi- 
l^ls  any  vote  I  may  give  on  this  question.    I  have 
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scud  enough  to  give  my  views  of  the  constroctioD 
of  the  act,  and  of  the  effect  of  its  repeal.    Enter- 
taining these  views,  and  havinzthe  respect  vhich 
I  have  for  the  officers  retired,  I  can  never  tote  to 
repeal  that  law;  because  the  sole  effect  of  iu 
repeal  would  be  to  leave  them  out  of  the  Nary, 
.  and  without  any  compensation.    As  to  this  r»- 
]  solution  of  inquiry,  I  am  ready  to  vote  for  it  in 
\  its  most  unlimited  extent,  so  as  to  give  luoaj 
information  which  can  be  derived  from  any  tod 
j  every  source  on  the  subject.    If  we  are  to  act,  ve 
are  to  act  in  review  upon  these  quesdona;  and 
calm,  deliberate  investigation  and  consideration, 
I  think,  will  be  as  likely  to  qualify^  us  for  appro- 
priate Judgment  as  an  enthusiastic  eulogiumon 
individuals  upon  whom  we  are  to  pass  our  judg- 
ment. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  cail  for  the  reading  of  the  rea- 
olution  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  TOUCEY.  Will  the  Senator  from  Nev 
Hampshire  allow  me  to  say  a  word  ? 

Mr.  HALE.  Certainly;  but  I  hope  the  Sea- 
ator  will  allow  the  resolution  to  beHread,and  tfaea 
I  will  give  way. 

The  Secretary  read  the  resolution. 

Mr.  TOUCEY.  As  the  Senator  from  Mich- 
igan  has  called  in  question  the  correctness  of  the 
opinion  which  I  expressed,  I  beg  leare  to  pro- 
pound an  interrogatory  to  him.  Have  the  officera 
on  the  retired  list  been  dropped  from  the  Nstt, 
or  are  they  still  in  office?  and  do  they  yet  bold 
their  commissions  ?  Will  he  faror  me  viih  sa 
answer  to  that  question? 

Mr.  STUART.  Certainly.  I  thought  I  made 
myself  understood  on  that  topic  before.  1  say 
that  those  officers  arc  not  in  the  line  of  the  Nary. 
I  stated  that  it  might  not  be  entirely  proper  to 
say  that  they  were  out  of  the  Navjt,  deprived  of 
their  commissions;  but  to  show  that  tney  were 
not  in  the  Navy  I  applied  this  test:  if  one  of  them 
should  resign  or  die  to-day,  he  would  leare  ao 
office  vacant  to  be  filled. 

Mr.  TOUCEY.  I  meant  to  ask  this  qiiestioD- 
not  whether  they  were  in  the  Navy,  but  whether 
they  were  in  office,  and  whether  they  still  held 
their  commissions  ? 

Mr.  STUART.  Well,  sir,  I  say  that,  strictly 
speaking,  they  do  not;  and  they  can  only  w 
property  described  by  using  the  very  language  of 
the  law — they  are  officers  retired  from  the  Navy. 

Mr.  TOUCEY.    They  are  officers? 

Mr.  STUART.  They  are  officers  retired  from 
the  Navy;  and  they  do  not  stricdyhold  an  office, 
because  if  they  held  an  office,  on  tneirresignatioB 
or  decease,  that  office  would  be  vacant  to  be  filled. 

Mr.  TOUCEY.  I  think  I  understand  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Michigan.  He  avowa  the 
opinion  that  those  upon  the  retired  list  are  oHl' 
cers.  He  designates  them  as  such.  It  would  be 
impossible  for  him  to  say  that  tbev  were  not  offi- 
cers. If  they  are  officers,  they  hold  the  office  by 
virtue  of  a  nomination  by  the  President  and  con- 
firmation by  the  Senate;  otherwise  they  are  not 
officers.  That  is  clear.  I  put  to  him  the  question 
whether  they  had  bi^n,  in  the  language  of  ib« 
act,  "  dropped  from  the  rolls."  I  suppose  tbe 
honorable  Senator  understands  perfectly  tnat  they 
have  not  been  drop]>ed  from  me  rolls.  If  *bey 
had  been,  it  would  have  been  in  consequence  of  t 
law  by  which  it  was  provided  to  drop  from  the 
rolls,  as  well  all  those  who  are  stricken  from  them 
by  order  of  the  President,  as  those  who  are  not 
dropped  from  the  rolls,  but  are  on  the  retired  K 
receiving  the  pay  attached  to  the  offices  whij 
they  hold,  with  their  commissions  unreToked, 
Uable,  in  the  express  language  of  tlie  law,ioba 
called  into  service  at  any  time  hj  the  President 
or  by  the  Navy  Department. 

Now,  I  ask  IS  it  possible  that  any  Senator  wa 
suppose  that  any  person  is  an  officer  and  yetlMi 
he  has  no  office  ?  An  officer  without  office.  Afl 
officer  with  pay,  without  an  office  1  An  oiwr 
appointed  by  the  President  and  co"fi"''**T  ^.t! 
Senate,  with  a  commission,  and  yet  without  w 
office !  Why,  sir,  it  is  an  absurdity  in  termj- 
I  beg  pardon  of  the  gentleman;  I  mean  tbw  ' 
strikes  my  mind  as  an  absurdity  in  terms;  an^ ' 
is  always  a  rule  that  any  theory  which  ^J^^j 
an  absolute  absurdity  is  unfounded  ^^^^^'^ 
be  sustained.  It  will  not  stand  the  test  of  reasw 
aud  of  argument.  The  honorable  Sewjorww 
whether,  if  one  of  them  were  to  die,  the  on^ 
would  be  vacant?  Suppose  it  should  not  opi 
what  then?     That  effect  wouW  be  the  resuJi, 
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into  the  shade  under  Jefieraon,  but  it  finally  came 
up  with  more  than  its  pristine  glory,  and  the  day 
or  mi n -boats  was  succeeded  by  ocean  steamers 
and  steam-packets.  The  Navy  stood  higher  in 
public  estimation  than  it  ever  dia,  even  in  the  days 
of  the  old  Federal  party. 

The  last  Congress  took  the  senior  officer  of 
the  Army — a  great  deal  older  than  some  of  the 
old  men  who  have  been  retired  from  the  Navy — 
they  took  General  Scott,  and  what  did  the}r  do 
with  him  ?  I  have  no  words  but  those  of  kind- 
ness and  respect  to  use  towards  that  officer;  but  I 
say  the^  took  General  Scott  and  searched  the 
legislation  of  the  country  from  the  beginning  of 
the  Grovemment  down  to  the  present  time,  and 
they  did  not  find  scope  enough  within  all  the  acts 
overpassed  to  do  him  honor;  but  an  extraordinary 
net  was  passed  to  do  extraordinary  honor  to  the 
oldest  officer  in  the  American  Army;  I  believe 
the  people  were  satisfied  with  it.  I  believe  they 
said  it  was  well ;  I  believe  they  said  he  had  won 
the  honor  bravely  and  honorably,  and  there  was 
nobody  disposed  to  find  fault  with  it.  But,  sir, 
when  we  were  heaping  such  honors  on  the  head 
of  the  Army,  how  were  you  serving  the  senior 
officer  of  the  American  Navy— old  Commodore 
Stewart  ?  He  had  fought  every  foe  whom  he  had 
ever  been  called  upon  to  meet,  and  one  which  he 
had  not  been  called  upon  to  meet,  but  which 
came  unawares  on  him,  and  that  was  the  palsy; 
but  "Old  Ironsides"  shook  that  ofl^.  The  palsy 
could  not  lay  him  low;  but  that  which  olctagc, 
and  time,  ana  palsy  could  not  do,  his  own  Gov- 
ernment have  done.  They  have  disgraced  the 
old  man.  He  looks  upon  it  as  a  disgrace,  and  the 
country  looks  upon  it  so,  and  his  own  State  looks 
upon  It  so;  though  the  Senator  from  Michigan 
probably  says  he  is  not  disgraced. 

I  remember  that  when  Mr.  John  Y.  Mason  was 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  he  told  me  that  a  com- 
modore in  the  Navy  had  said  to  him,  that  4he 
severest  disgrace  he  had  ever  known  to  be  put 
upon  a  sailor — that  wliich  the  sailor  took  as  the 
severest  disgrace — was*  when  he  was  dressed  in 
woman's  clothes,  and  told  that  he  was  not  fit  to 
be  a  man.  He  said  that  if  he  was  not  fit  to  be 
a  man,  he  was  not  fit  to  live,  and  he  jumped  over- 
board and  drowned  himself.  Well,  sir,  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Michigan  and  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Connecticut — both  able,  profound, 
and  learned  lawyers — do  not  know,  from  the  read- 
ing of  this  law,  whether  Commodore  Stewart  is 
an  officer  of  the  Navy  or  not.  He  is  put  into  the 
condition  that  that  sailor  was  with  petticoats  on. 
[Laughter.]  It  is  doubtful  whether  he  is  a  sailor 
in  the  line  or  not.  The  very  fact  that  such  a 
question  as  that  can  be  raised  upon  him,  is  a  dis- 
fljace. 

Mr.  TOUCEY.  I  hope  the  honorable  Senator 
from  New  Hampshire  will  not  say  that  I  do  not 
know  where  he  is. 

Mr.  HALE.    I  think  the  Senator  does  know. 

Mr.  TOUCEY.  I  know  he  is  in  the  Navy 
with  a  commission;  that  he  has  not  been  put  out 
of  it,  and  is  not  likely  to  be  put  out. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  am  ^lad  to  hear  that,  and  I 
should  like  to  inquire  if  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Michigan  knows  the  same  thing  ? 

Mr.  STUART.  I  will  inform  the  Senate  when 
the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  is  through. 

Mr.  HALE.  Well,  sir,  that  is  the  way  I  un- 
derstood them.  I  understood  that  the  views 
which  those  gentlemen  presented  were  very  dif- 
ferent; and  I  say  the  very  fact  that  such  a  ques- 
tion can  be  raised  is  a  disgrace.  The  very  fact 
that  it  is  doubtful  whether  old  Commodore  Stew- 
art is  in  the  Navy,  and  in  the  line  of  the  Navy,  or 
not,  is  a  disgrace.  But,  sir,  I  do  not  wish  to  be 
led  off  into  such  a  discussion  now.  The  ques- 
tion before  us  is  on  the  resolution  of  the  honor- 
able S«nator  from  Tennessee.  We  want  the 
facts  which  it  will  disclose;  we  want  the  record; 
we  want  to  know  how  the  board  began  and  how 
they  progressed ;  we  want  their  report.  When 
we  get  that,  we  shall  be  able  td  discuss  this  mat- 
ter understandingly. 

I  shall  say  no  more  at  present,  simply  because 
I  do  not  want  to  discuss  the  merits  of  this  law 
now.  I  rose  merely  to  answer  the  suggestions 
of  the  Senator  from  Michigan,  because  I  thought 
he  misapprehended  it.  Wnen  we  get  the  record 
and  find  what  are  the  facts,  we  shall,  as  has  been 
suggested,  know  where  we  are  and  how  to  pro- 
ecea.    I  do  not  intend,  however >  to  be  lea  off 


from  theposition  which  I  take,  which  is,  that  men 
have  suffered  injustice;  that  they  have  been  tried 
behind  their  bacKS,  deprived  of  their  commissions, 
of  their  reputation,  and  of  their  property  in  their 
commissions  and  reputation,  without  a  hearing. 
To  that  redress,  which  I  believe  the  Senate  is 
amply  competent  to  give,  I  wish  to  come  in  the 
way  indicated  by  the  Senator  fVom  Tennessee, 
which  is  by  the  passage  of  this  resolution. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  move  that  the  further  con- 
sideration of  this  subject  be  postponed  until  to- 
morrow at  one  o'clock.  My  object  in  making 
that  motion  is,  that  the  Senate  may  have  the 
message  read  which  has  been  sent  in  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  I  understand 
that  message  is  on  the  subject  of  our  difficulties 
in  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  and  that  it  contains 
some  very  important  documents. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  do  not  wish  to  delay  the 
action  of  the  Senate;  but  I  desire  to  say  that  the 
difficulty  which  has  m^t  the  Senator  from  Loui- 
siana, from  the  commencement  of  this  discussion 
down  to  the  present  time,  seems  now  to  be  forced 
also  upon  me.  Gentlemen  are  discussing  this 
question  like  forked  lightning.  Here  is  the  Sena- 
tor from  New  Hampshire,  who  rises  and  says 
that  he  has  ascertained  a  case  of  injustice,  and  ne 
insists  that  the  injustice  shall  be  relieved,  come 
what  may,  and  that  it  will  be  relieved.  He  says 
that  if  the  Senate  does  not  hear  it  and  relieve  it, 
the  people  will  do  so  over  our  heads.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  honorable  Senator  from  Connecticut 
says— -says  rightly  and  truly — that,  under  the 
Constitution,  the  President  has  the  fullest  power 
over  every  such  question  of  injury  and  injustice, 
to  relieve  it;  and  he  adds — and  adds  with  equal 
truth— that  he  is  the  only  authority  under  this 
Government  which  has  that  power.  He  can  do  it; 
he  should  do  it.  ItistheactofthePresid^twhich 
has'^utthe  individual  in  the  position  of  which  the 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire  complains;  it  is  not 
our  act.  It  was  not  in  the  power  of  Congress  or 
of  the  law  to  do  it;  but  it  was  in  the  power  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  under  the  Consti- 
tution and  the  law,  to  do  it;  and  he  has  done  it. 
Now,  if  injustice  has  been  done,  it  is  equally  and 
clearly  within  his  power  to  remedy  the  injustice; 
and  tfiat  is  the  upshot  of  this  whole  inquiry. 
When  you  have  done  all  you  can,  the  Senate  and 
the  House  of  Representatives  are  powerless  for 
relief.  The  President's  prerogative  is  ample;  he 
can  do  it  all;  and  the  wisdom  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  is  verified  in  this  very  case. 
The  executive  department  of  this  Government 
possesses  the  means  of  inquiry  and  knowledge 
which  neither  the  Senate  nor  tue  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives possesses. 

Now,  sir,  I  have  a  word  to  say  in  respect  to 
the  reply  made  to  me  by  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Connecticut.  Senators;  no  less  than  law- 
yers, should  discuss  a  legal  question  not  only 
rully  but  fairly.  There  can  be  no  room  for  mis- 
understanding between  that  Senator  and  myself 
in  respect  toourviews.  I  submitted  that,  within 
the  constitutional  and  legal  sense,  these  men  were 
not  officers  in  the  Navy ;  I  say  so  now.  I  said  it 
was  not  precisely  correct  to  call  them  officers  or 
to  call  them  not  officers;  that  their  precise  posi- 
tion was  that  assigned  to  them  by  the  President 
undoT  the  law, — men  retired  from  the  Navy,  sub- 
ject to  be  called  into  service  if  he  chooses,  and 
receiving  compensation. 

If  the  theory  which  was  referred  to  by  the 
Senator  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Maso.v]  be  true  at 
all,  the  retired  officers  are  the  men  who  hold  the 
new  places  of  which  he  spoke — the  new  offices, 
if  you  please  to  call  them  so.  I  think  not.  I 
think  it  is  a  new  position  given  to  them,  in  virtue 
of  the  law,  by  the  power  of  the  President.  We 
cannot  misunderstand  each  other  on  this  posi- 
tion. Unless  a  law  creating  an  office  declares 
that  when  the  incumbent  dies  or  resigns  the  of- 
fice shall  expire,  that  office  exists.  Well,  sir, 
this  law,  which  was  passed  at  the  last  session, 
has  not  made  any  such  declaration.  It  has  not 
declared  that  the  office  to  which  an  individual 
shall  be  promoted  shall  cease  when  he  ceases  to 
hold  it.  It  has  not  declared  that  theposition  held 
by  retired  officers  shall  cease  when  they  cease  to 
hold  it.  Therefore  it  was  that  I  reasoned,  from 
the  body  of  the  law  itself,  that  its  construction 
(which  construction  is  irresistible)  is,  that  the 
position  of  those  retired  is  no  office;  that  they 
are  taken  out  of  the  office  whichs  they  held 


before,  but  that  it  remains  an  office, and  is  filled  by 
a  new  appointment;  and  that  the  poshion  whicn 
they  now  hold  is  not  an  office,  because  when  ther 
cease  to  occupy  it  theplace  ceases  to  exist,  with- 
out any  declaration  or  the  law  on  the  subject.  I 
said  it  was  more  nearly  allied  to  a  pension  list 
than  to  anything  else;  but  was  onfy  correctly 
described  oy  using  the  language  of  the  statote 
itself. 

I  stated. that  I  a^ed  with  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Connecticut  in  respect  to  the  power  of 
the  Executive;  and  yet  he  will  find  that  all  who 
have  gone  before  us  have  not  agreed  on  that 
point.  He  will  find ,  that  when  forces  were  raiseil 
to  go  to  Mexico,  the  President  was  limited  inihe 
appointment  of  field  officera  to  officers  of  a  certain 
rank.  I  was  not  in  Con^ss  at  the  time.  I 
thought  it  was  unconstitutional;  but  it  was  said 
not  to  be  so  by  those  of  whom  I  inquired.  I 
confess  that  is  the  inclination  of  my  mind  now; 
but  if  the  honorable  Senator  be  correct,  as  I  think 
he  is  on  that  point,  there  is  no  necessity  for  r^ 
pealing  that  nrovision  of  the  law.  It  is  null  by 
force  of  the  (Jonstitution  itself;  to  repeal  it  would 
moke  it  no  more  so.  The  repeal  miffht,  perhaps, 
relieve  the  President  from  some  emDarrsasment, 
but  it  could  have  no  force  or  effect  as  a  law. 
Then,  sir,  I  agree  with  the  honorable  Senator 
fh>m  Connecticut,  as  I  have  from  the  outset, thai 
the  whole  remedy,  if  any  case  of  injustice  or  in- 
jury  exists,  is  with  the  executive  department, 
ana  that  remedy  is  ample  for  every  case. 

Sir,  the  honorable  Senator  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, in  the  close  of  his  remarks,  seems  to  haie 
discovered  something  which,  in  his  opinion,  is 
new.  He  says  he  is  exceedingly  anxious  to 
come  to  a  vote  on  this  resolution,  and  get  at  the 
facts  for  which  it  inquires.  I  have  sat  here  for 
weeks  and  have  'not  said  a  word,  bcln^  solif itoas 
to  come  to  that  vote;  and  I  have  heard  that  hon- 
orable Senator  not  less  than  three  or  four  times, 
in  the  most  eloquent  strains,  complaining  of  an 
individual  case.  I  have  been  ready  at  all  limes— 
and  I  say  to  the  honorable  Senator  that  I  ara 
ready  now,  and  if  the  Senate  should  postpone 
this  question  until  to-morrow  morning,  I  shall 
be  ready  then — to  vote  for  the  most  ample  in- 
ouiry.  I  know  there  is  a  force  at  work  which 
the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  sees,  and 
which  inspires  him  with  the  belief  that  the  Senate 
is  going  to  sweep  this  law  out  of  existence;  and 
he  looks  for  the  glorious  day  which  he  imagines 
is  coming  about,  when  justice  will  be  done  to  all 
and  injustice  to  none;  but  I  apprehend  all  that 
will  vanish  when  those  gentlemen  who  hare  been 
busying  themselves  in  simply  making  complainij 
shall  be  called  upon  to  vote  in  favor  of  a  particu- 
lar measure  of  relief.  I  think  they  will  then  be 
greatly  divided  in  sentiment  as  to  the  mode  of 
operation.  But  I  am  anxious  to  sec  that  day 
come. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  do  not  fiiDr 
appreciate  the  importance  of  the  sug^stion  of 
my  friend  fVom  California,  [Mr.  Wellee;]  but! 
shall  not  interpose  any  obstacle  to  its  accomplish* 
mont.  If  there  is  any  other  Senator  who  desirfJ 
to  be  heard  on  this  resolution,  there  would  be  a 
manifest  propriety  in  postponing  it  until  to-mor- 
row; but,  it  no  other  gentleman  wishes  to  h» 
heard  upon  it,  had  we  not  bettor  dispose  of  it  now? 
It  will  take  but  a  few  minutes.  If  any  gentleman 
desires  to  be  heard,  I  am  willing  that  it  shall  p 
over  until  to-morrow;  if  not,  I  suggest  that  we 
had  better  take  the  vote  now. 

Mr.  WELLER.  If  there  is  to  be  no  farther 
discussion,  I,  of  course,  will  withdraw  my  inf 
tion.  My  only  object  was  to  dispose  of  th»s 
question,  in  order  tnat  we  might  proceed  to  th« 
reading  of  the  President's  message,  which  1  con- 
sider to  be  one  of  vast  importance.  . 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  *I  have  no  desire  to  make 
any  remarks,  generally,  upon  the  resolution;  hut 
I  would  sug^st  to  the  Senator  from  Tennessee 
that,  while  the  resolution  is  in  its  present  shap^i 
I  shall  not  be  able  to  vote  for  it,  though  I  «hou  a 
like  to  do  so.  I  wish  to  ask  him  whether  it  wouM 
not  be  well  so  to  amend  the  resolution  as  to  con- 
fine its  call  for  information  to  those  officers  wnc 
make  complaints  to  the  Senate  ?  To  that  1  sup- 
pose there  will  be  no  objection.  . 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  In  reply  to  th« 
Senator  from  Maine,  I  will  state  that  I  intend  to 
propose  that  amendment.  You  will  rememo^f» 
Mr.  President,  that  on  Thursday,  during  ib«""^ 
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they  are  admonished  to  use  great  caution,  and  to 
use  moral  force  only,  unless  harsh  measures  should 
become  imperatively  necessary. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  more  that  the  message 
and  accompanying  documents  be  referred  to  thq 
Committee  on  Territories,  and  be  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  desire  to  make  a  motion 
for  printing  an  extra  number  of  copies  of  this 
message,  as  it  is  a  question  in  regard  to  which 
the  people  have  been  very  much  excited,  and  in 
which,  doubtless,  they  feel  a  great  deal  of  inter- 
est. I  move  that  ten  thousand  extra  copies  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate.  That  motion, 
under  our  rules,  will,  I  presume,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  YULEE.  I  suppose  the  Senator  in  his 
motion  does  not  include  the  laws  of  Kansas,  a 
minted  copy  of  which  is  communicated  by  (he 
President. 

Mr.  WELLER.  My  motion  does  not  include 
the  printed  laws  or  the  printed  journals  of  the 
Legislative  Assembly. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Rv%k  in 
the  chair.)  Motions  to  print  extra  copies  of 
messa^s  from  the  President  are  expressl}^  ex- 
empted from  the  operation  of  the  rule  requiring 
motions  to  print  extra  numbera  of  documents  to 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing.  If 
there  bo  no  objection,  the  motion  which  was 
made  for  referring  the  message  and  documents  to 
the  Committee  on  Territories,  and  printing  the 
usual  number,  will  be  considered  as  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  except  from  my  motion 
the  volume  of  printed  laws  and  journals.  I  de- 
sire, however,  to  have  the  executive  journals 
printed. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
is  on  printing  ten  thousand  extra  copies  of  the 
message  and  documents. 

Mr.  TOUCEY.  Mr.  President.  I  desire'  to 
say  a  few  words  before  this  subject  passes  from 
the  Senate.  I  do  not  see  how  it  was  possible  for 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  take  any 
other  course  than  that  which  he  has  adopted,  as 
stated  in  the  papera  now  on  the  table,  without 
an  utter  abandonment  of  his  constitutional  duty. 
There  is  but  one  government  in  the  Territory  of 
Kansas — a  government  organized  in  pursuance 
of  an  act  of  Congress.    There  is  a  legislative  de- 

Sartmcnt  to  prescribe  the  laws;  there  is  a  judicial 
epartment  to  adjudicate  them;  there  is  an  exec- 
utive department,  with  ministerial  officers  at  its 
command,  to  execute  those  laws.  There  is  no 
other  government  in  Kansas.  There  is  no  ques- 
tion between  a  government  defaetotaid  a  govern- 
ment dejwe. 

There  must  necessarily  be  in  every  community 
a  ^vemment.  No  large  number  of  men  can 
exist  together  in  society  without  a  government. 
There  is  always  either  a  government  dejure,  or 
a  government  de  factor  or  a  government  answer- 
ing to  both  descriptions.  There  is  in  this  case 
but  one  government.  There  is  no  pretense  in 
Kansas  Territory  of  the  exercise  of  legislative 

Sower  hitherto,  by  any  other  government.  There 
as  been  no  pretense  of  the  exercise  of  judicial 
power  by  any  other  judicial  department  than  that 
of  the  territoricd  government  instituted  under 
the  act  of  Congress^  nor  has  there  been  an  in- 
stance of  the  execution  of  any  process  from 
anything^  purporting  to  be  a  court,  save  only  tlie 
process  issued  under  the  territorial  government 
that  exists.  That  being  so,  the  proposition  is  in- 
disputable, that  in  that  Territory  there  is  but  a 
single  government,  and  that  is  the  government 
dejwre  and  the  government  de  facto  of  the  Terri- 
tory. This  being  so,  it  is  impossible  that  any 
Chief  Magistrate,  unless  he  proves  false-  to  the 
obligation  which  he  has  taken  upon  him  in  the 
oath  of  office,  can  do  otherwise  than  uphold  the 
Constitution  of  the  country,  and  the  lawft  which 
have  been  passed  in  pursuance  of  it. 

Sir,  the  first  difficulties  which  arose  in  Kansas 
were  at  the  election  of  the  first  Delegate,  in  No- 
vember, 1854,  when  the  present  Delegate  [Mr. 
WMiTriELD]  was  elected,  and  returned  to  the 
House  of  Representatives.  At  that  time,  if  I 
recollectthe  dates,  in  November,  1854,  the  Gov- 
ernor isshed  a  proclamation,  in  which  he  em- 
braced a  list  of  the  places  where  elections  should 
take  place,  a  list  of  the  election  judges,  and  a  list 
of  the  election  districts;  and,  at  an  election  held 
in  pqraoance  of  that  prodamfttioni  the  Del^ato 


was  elected.  At  that  time,  there  were  charges  of 
fraud  and  violence  on  both  sides;  but  no  one  pos- 
sessed of  ordinary  intelligence  could  fail  to  in- 
quire why,  if  they  be  true,  were  not  proceedings 
instituted  in  the  Territory  to  discover  that  fVaud 
and  violence  ?  Where  were  the  executive  officera , 
that  there  was  no  interference  to  prevent  it? 
Where  were  the  election  judges,  that  there  was 
no  attempt,  on  their  part,  to  prevent  the  fraud 
and  violence  ?  Where  were  the  peaceable  citizens, 
that  no  one  interfered,  by  way  of  complaint  or 
otherwise,  so  far  as  we  have  any  knowledge,  to 
call  on  the  authorities  to  execute  the  law  and  to 
punish  for  any  infraction  of  law  ? 

More  than  that,  sir:  there  is,  in  the  other  end 
of  the  Capitol,  a  tribunal  which  has  tlie  ultimate 
decision  of  all  questions  of  that  kind — a  tribunal 
Which  goes  behind  forms  and  penetrates  substance. 
When  the  Delegate  was  returned,  was  there  any 
attempt  there  to  investigate  the  validity  of  his 
election  ?    None.    Did  any  member  rise  in  his 

glace  and  move  a  reference  of  the  question  to  the 
ommittce  of  Elections?  None,  according  to 
my  memory.  Was  there  a  witness  called  ?  Hob 
there  been  anythin^^  but  vague  denunciation, 
without  proof  and  without  facts  ?  The  Dele^te 
was  permitted  by  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  take  his  seat.  He  took  his  seat;  and  thus 
ended  any  question  in  regard  to  that  election. 

Now,  I  osK,  will  not  intelligent  mein  everywhere 
put  the  question,  how  is  it?  Will  they  not  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  there  must  nave  been 
somewhere  a  disposition  to  misrepresent,  or,  at 
least,  an  effort  to  mislead  the  public  mind,  on  the 
one  hand,  or  else  that  there  was  a  total  dereUction 
of  duty  on  the  part  of  those  functionaries  of  the 
Government  who  were  called  upon  to  see  that 
no  frauds  and  no  violence  should  be  permitted  to 
triumph  ill  that  election  ? 

Well,  sir,  the  affaira  of  the  Territory  passed  on 
until  the  election  of  mcmbcra  of  the  LiCgislature. 
Again,  the  people  passed,  upon  the  election  of 
membcra,  and  the  membera  were  returned,  and 
again  there  were  charges  o^  fraud  and  violence. 
Ther?  may  have  been  fraud  and  violence,  foraught 
1  know.  I  do  not  undertake  to  say  that  there 
was  not;  but  I  beg  leave  to  ask  some  questions. 
If  there  was,  where  again,  were  the  officera  of  the 
law  ?  Where,  again,  were  the  judges  of  the  elec- 
tions? Where  were  the  executive  officers  ?  Where 
was  the  Governor  of  the  Territory,  who  was  ex- 
pressly authorized  to  pass  on  such  questions,  and 
to  withhold  from  any  peraon  who  was  not  duly 
elected  a  certificate  of  election  ?  The  Governor 
did  act,  and  he  granted  certi^cates  of  election  to 
nearly  or  quite  two  thirds  of  the  membera  of  the 
Legislature — certainly  to  a  most  decisive  majority. 
The  othera  he  set  aside  and  ordered  elections  in 
their  stead.  Those  elections  took  place,  and  I  am 
not  awara  of  any  charges  of  fraua  or  violence  in 
thos6>elections.  There  may  have  been,  but  I  have 
heard  of  none  and  I  know  of  none. 

Shortly  afterwards  the  Legislature  assembled. 
I  apprehend  there  will  be  no  diveraity  of  opinion 
on  tne  point  that  each  House  had  a  right  to  de- 
cide on  the  election  of  its  own  membera.  Perhaps 
they  decided  wrong.  Every  legislative  body  may 
decide  wron^  on  a  question  of  that  kind;  btit  it  is 
tlie  tribunal  in  the  last  resort,  and  the  decision  is 
final  and  irrevocable. 

*  What  right,  upon  this  state  of  facts,  had  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  interfere?  Had 
he  any  right  to  inquire  into  the  validity  of  elec- 
tions? No  more  than  he  would  have  had  in 
regard  to  an  election  in  Baltimore,  or  Boston,  or 
New  Orleans.  He  had  no  power.  He  omitted 
the  performance  of  no  duty,  because  he  had  no 
power  and  no  right  to  make  inquiry  in  order  to 
mterfere  in  the  elections. 

Again,  if  there  was  fraud  or  violence,  why  has 
it  not  been,  in  some  mode  known  to  the  law  and 
known  to  the  Constitution,  investigated  and  re- 
lieved? Why  has  there  not  been  an  attempt 
made  somewhere,  in  a  court  of  justice  or  in  any 
way,  to  investigate  that  fraud  or  violence?  There 
has  been  none.  I  trust  we  live  under  a  Govern- 
ment of  law.  All  these  questions  are  questions 
to  be  decided  by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the 
country.  Up  to  this  time,  I  ask,  has  there  been 
anything  which  would  justify  an  interposition  by 
the  Federal  Executive.  I  ask  honorable  Senators 
if  there  has  been  any  state  of  facts  that  would 
justify,  or  authorize,  or  permit  an  interference  by 
the  Federal  Executive  ?  Honorable  Senators  aro 


called  upon,  on  this  state  of  fiicu,  to  say  whea 
and  where  such  interference  was  required.  Vague 
denunciation  will  not  do  in  a  grave  matter  ofuif 
kind.  I  undertake  to  express  the  opinion,  fbr 
one,  as  an  humble  member  of  this  body,  thatve 
have  no  intelligence  of  any  fttct  or  of  any  state 
of  things  that  would  justify  an  interference  with 
military  power  by  the  President  with  the  trouble* 
of  Kansas,  down  to  the  period  of  which  I  uq 
speaking. 

Well,  sir,  I  |>erceive,  by  the  documents  which 
have  been  read,  that  on  the  1st  of  December  last 
there  was  a  communication  made  by  GoTenior 
Shannon  to  the  President,  informing  him  of  a 
state  of  things  which  did  call  on  him  to  interfere; 
and  on  the  Si  or  4th  of  December  the  PretideBt 
answered  by  telegraph,  to  the  effect  that  he  would 
exert  the  wnole  power  of  the  country,  as  far  as 
it  was  in  his  hands,  to  uphold  the  Constiuitiou 
and  the  laws,  and  that  as  soon  as  the  letter  referred 
to  in  the  telegraphic  dispatch  from  GoVenior 
Shannon  should  reach  him,  proper  orders  would 
be  issued.  These  events,  however,  had  hardlr 
transpired  before  the  wires  of  the  telegrapL 
brought  to  us  the  intelligence,  which  was  puo- 
lishea  everywhere,  that  tlie  difficulties  in  Konsu 
were  terminated;  that  quiet  was  restored;  thii 
the  miUtia  had  returned  to  their  homes,  and 
that  the  difficulties  were  ended.  Thus  it  rested 
until  an  event  took  place  which  I  think  the  hoo- 
ouorable  Senator  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Wil- 
son! hardly  expected  to  call  out  by  his  resolution. 
I  rerer  to  the  fact  that  the  chairman  of  the  exec- 
utive coihmittee  of  the  Territory,  and  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  of  safety,  as  they  call 
themselves— one  of  them,  if  I  remember  aright, 
the  president  of  the  spurious  and  unauthorized 
convention  lately  hela  there,  and  the  other  the 
supposed  Governor  elect  under  an  unauthorized 
movement  of  a  party  in  Kansas— appealed  to  the 
President,  and  called  on  him  to  discbarf^e  his 
duty.  They  appealed  to  him  to  issue  an  order  for 
calhn^  out  the  troops.  They  called  on  him  to 
exercise  his  power  as  Chief  Magistrate,  by  call- 
ing the  troops  of  the  United  States  into  the  field, 
for  the  puipose  of  upholding  the  Constitutioa 
and  the  laws,  in  order  to  protect  them  against 
illegal  and  unauthorized  violence.  I  do  not  quote 
the  language  of  the  letter — I  give  its  substance; 
it  is  among  the  documents.  Two  days  after  the 
date  of  that  letter,  which  was  the  21sl  of  Janu- 
ary— if  I  took  the  date  aright— these  two  gentle- 
men, on  the  23d  of  the  same  month,  called  on  th^ 
President  to  issue  his  proclamation,  a^d  demand- 
ed that  he  should  issue  his  proclamation. 

Well,  sir,  the  President  has  issued  his  proc- 
lamation, and  he  has  issued  his  orders  to  call  oat 
the  troops,  when  necessary,  to  support  the  Con- 
stitution and  the  laws.  Now ,  the  peculiar  friends 
of  those  two  gentlemen  who  were  the  imraediatfl 
authora  of  the  movement,  who  demanded  it,  who 
communicated  information  to  the  President  cafl- 
ing  for  it — the  peculiar  friends  of  those  ^nilemen 
throughout  the  country  are  loud,  and  clamorooi, 
and  profuse  in  their  denunciations  of  the  act.  I 
believe  they  did  not  suppose  the  President  wouit 
do  what  he  has  said  in  the  proclamation  which 
he  has  issued  to  the  public  that  he  will  do;  but  if 
they  doubted  that,  they  have  now  before  them  ibe 
ordere  of  the  War  Department,  and  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  Secretary  of  State;  and  I  think  ihcy 
will  be  satisfied  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Pi«* 
ident  to  put  an  end  to  the  troubles  of  Kansas  by 
restoring  there  in  full  vigor  the  reign  of  the  law*. 

I  am  apprehensive,  Mr.  President,  that  there 
are  those  m  the  country  who  are  not  rery  desir- 
ous, at  this  particular  Ume,  that  that  event  should 
take  place;  it  would  put  an  end  to  their Tocauoo; 
but  let  them  be  assured  that  if  there  is  any  poiw 
in  this  country  capable  of  susiainin^  the  '^^SJ'^ 
law  in  t\iS  Territory  of  Kansas,  it  will  be  exer^ 
for  that  purpose,  no  matter  who  may  be  affectw 
by  it.  The  duty  of  the  President  will  be  fully 
performed,  to  uphold  the  execution  of  the  »vai 
the  Constitution  and  the  acts  of  Congress  reouire. 

Sir,  I  have  thought  it  due  from  me,  with  m 
views  which  I  entertain  on  this  subject,  to  sjy 
thus  much  on  this  occasion.  Whatever  may  w 
the'  opinions  of  others,  nothing  will  direri  »« 
from  pursuing  the  line  pointed  out  by  myself,  o« 
upholding  on  this,  as  on  all  other  occasions,  tne 
Constitution  of  my  country  and  the  laws  wwcn 
have  been  passed  m  pursuance  of  it.  . 

Mr.  WILSON  addressed  the  Scntte  upon  tw 


442 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


February  18, 


cations  for  more  than  fifty t  perhaps  not  more 
than  twenty,  of  the  mechanical,  but  I  want  as 
many  as  I  can  get  of  the  agriculturaL  If  it  will 
meet  the  wishes  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Haten,]  I  will  make  the  suggestion 
to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Nichols]  that 
he  should  so  modify  his  resolution  as  to  provide 
that  a  certain  number  of  the  two  parts  of  the 
Patent  Qffice  report  akouki  be  named  in  the  ag- 
ffregate,  and  that  each  m«mber  should  indicate  to 
the  public  printer  as  soon  as  practicable— say » in 
the  course  of  a  week — how  the  number  to  which 
he  is  entitled  shall  be  divided. 

Mr.  NICHOLS.  The  gentleman  will  allow 
me  one  word.  This  resolution  provides  only  for 
printing  the  mechanical  part  of  the  Patent  Office 
report;  and  I  may  as  well  say  here,  not  to  con- 
sume the  time  of  the  gentleman  fVom  New  York, 
that  no  desire  to  diminish  the  quantity  to  be  or- 
dered of  any  particular  document  actuated  the 
committee  in  presenting  this  report.  The  pre- 
cedents, except  in  two  instances,  are  in  favor  of 
the  report  which  we  have  submitted. 

If  the  House  wishes  an  extra  number  of  these 
documents  above  that  we  have  recommended,  they 
can  assume  the  responsibility  of  ordering  them. 
And  let  me  say  to  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  [Mr.  CLrNOMAN,]  that  the  agricultural 
part  of  the  Patent  Office  report  has  not,  I  think, 
Deen  yet  submitted  to  Congress.  It  certainly 
has  not  been  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Printing.  It  is  a  document  of  a  great  deal  of  value 
and  importance;  and  whenever  it  is  referred  to 
our  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
printing  extra  copies,  they  will  give  it  a  fair  con- 
sideration, and,  ihave  no  doubt,  report  the  usual 
number. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  It  is  true,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  the  aCTicultural'part  has  not  been  presented, 
but  it  will  DC,  I  presume,  in  the  course  of  a  week, 
and  the  arrangement  I  have  suggested  can  be 
made.  Now,  1  will  say  that,  during  the  sessions 
of  the  last  Congress,  i  have  had,  for  my  share, 
two  hundred  copies  of  the  mechanical,  and  four 
hundred  of  the  agricultural  part.  Now,  if  it  were 
submitted  to  the  people  of  my  district,  I  do  not 
suppose  there  woulu  be  found  five  men  who 
would  take  the  mechanical  in  preference  to  the 
agricultural  report.  This  mechanical  part  is 
really  of  very  little  value;  it  conveys  but  little 
information.  If  the  gentleman  comes  to  examine 
it,  he  will  find  that  the  abstracts  are  so  meagre  that 
they  are  not  of  much  service  to  the  community. 
But,  sir,  it  will  be  ascertained  that,  in  most  of 
the  agricultural  districts,  there  is  very  great  de- 
sire for  one  part  of  the  report,  and  very  little  for 
the  other;  and  hence  I  propose  that  the  number 
of  both  documents  to  be  printed  be  ordered  in 
the  aggregate,  leaving  the  individual  members  to 
fix  the  number  of  agncultural  and  the  number  of 
mechanical  reports  they  will  have.  The  gentle- 
man from  New  York  will  then  receive  as  many 
of  the  mechanical  reports  as  is  provided  for  jn 
his  amendment,  if  he  desires  them.  I  very  much 
prefer  that  this  course  should  be  taken. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  hm  aware  that 
what  has  been  said  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Haven,]  as  to  the  number  of  applica- 
tions for  these  documents,  is  correct;  but  I  think 
it  may  be  safely  said  that  anything  almost  that 
this  House  would  print  would  also  be  sought 
after  by  our  constituents.  If  we  print  the  num- 
ber proposed  in  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman, 
it  will  only  give  two  hundred  copies  to  a  district 
of  fifteen  thou3and  or  twenty  thousand  voters. 

Take  the  case  of  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina.  He  tells  us  that  he  ^cts  four  hundred 
copies  of  the  agricultiu-al  portion  of  the  Patent 
Office  report.  There  are  in  his  district  some  fif- 
teen thousand  voters;  and  he  selects  from  that 
number,  as  every  member  does,  the  four  hundred 
to  whom  he  will  send  the  work.  Of  course,  the 
remaining  voters,  those  who  are  equally  taxed  with 
those  who  have  been  selected,  do  not  receive 
copies  of  the  report;  and  I  take  it  that  it  is  im- 
possible— at  least  the  House  will  never  be  brought 
to  print  a  numberof  copies  sufficient — to  make  the 
distribution  anything  like  general. 

In  my  judgment,  Mr.  Speaker,  we  will  do  better 
in  this  and  in  many  other  matters  by  letting  the 
people  furnish  themselves  with  such  works  on  the 
subjects  as  they  may  think  proper. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  agree  with  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee.    I  wish  we  could  do  way  with 


this  printing;  I  do  not  think  the  work  is  worth 
printing;  and  my  present  object  is  to  secure  some 
reduction  in  the  number — to,  at  least,  get  rid  of 
those  which  are  most  objectionable. 

Mr.  JONES.  Let  members  vote  against  the 
proposition,  prevent  this  printing,  and  in  this  way 
commence  a  reform  in  one  branch  of  the  govern- 
mental expenditures  where  it  is  as  much,  if  not 
more,  needed  than  in  any  other.  I  would  be  grat- 
ified if  the  Committee  on  Printing  would  report 
to  this  House  what  has  been  the  cost  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  its  printing  for  the  past  two  years. 

Mr.  NICHOLS.  Let  the  gentleman  introduce 
a  resolution  directing  such  an  inquiry. 

Mr.  JONES.  In  reply  to  the  gentleman  *s  sug- 
gestion I  will  state,  that  I  will  on  some  other  occa- 
sion ofier  a  resolution  to  reaucst  that  tlie  Com- 
mittee on  Printing  inquire  ana  report  to  the  House 
what  amount  has  been  paid  during  the  last  two 
years  for  public  printing.  I  shall  not  be  surprised 
if  it  will  be  found  to  run  up  to  millions  of  dollars. 
We  go  on  and  print  every  sort  of  thing  brought 
before  us;  we  print  thousands  upon  thousands  of 
copies;  and,  valuable  as  are  many  of  the  docu- 
ments we  publish,  they  are  used  in  this  city  in 
grocery  and  other  stores  as  wrapping  paper. 
Many  are  used  in  this  way;  but  many,  too,  it  is 
true,  find  their  way  to  the  people  for  whom  they 
arc  intended,  by  means  of  the  franking  privilege. 

Now,  with  regard  to  the  particular  report  at 
present  before  us  for  consideration,  I  ask  tne  gen- 
tleman from  the  Bufialo  district,  [Mr.  Haven^— 
I  ask  all  upon  this  floor  who  are  acquainted  with 
the  matter — whether  there  is  in  this  broad  land  a 
publisher  who  will  take  the  work  which  you  are 
now  printing  by  the  thousand  and  publish  it, 
even  if  vou  give  him  the  copy?  I  ask  whether 
you  could  sell  one  half  of  the  number  of  copies 
which  you  propose  to  print,  if  they  were  to  cost 
the  purchaser  but  twenty-five  cents  apiece  ?  I  ven- 
ture the  assertion,  that  many  and  many  of  them 
which  are  sent  out  under  frank  would  not,  if 
they  were  charged  postage,  even  at  the  low  rate 
fixed  by  the  present  law,  be  taken  from  the  post 
office.  Yet  we  go  on  and  order  their  printing. 
Every  proposition  of  the  kind,  when  made,  finds 
advocates  in  this  Hall.  Some,  like  my  friend 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Haven,]  will  go  for  this 
work  and  oppose  all  others;  and  when  the  others 
come  up  for  action,  the  friends  of  each  particular 
document,  or  of  the  source  wheitce  it  emanates, 
would  advocate  its  merits,  and  the  largest  num- 
ber of  it  would  also  be  ordered  to  be  printed.  I 
hope  we  will  commence  retrenchment  and  reform 
upon  this  subject  of  printing;  that  we  will  prune 
and  bring  it  within  reasonable  and  proper  limits; 
that  we  will  make  it  what  it  ought  to  be. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Mr.  Speaker,  1  should  like 
to  see  carried  out  the  reforms  of  which  gentlemen 
have  spoken.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  public 
printing  costs  the  Government  too  much.  I  rise, 
nowever,  for  the  purpose  of  saying  a  word  in 
reference  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Clingman.]  I  cannot  see 
why  the  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Printing 
Committee  is  unable  to  accept  the  suggestions 
thrown  out  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina. They  are  reasonable  and  just,  and,  in  my 
opinion,  well  calculated  to  promote  what  the  Rep- 
resentative of  the  district  may  deem  best  for  the 
interest,  or  according  to  the  taste,  of  his  constitu- 
ents. Suppose  the  gentleman  withdraw  his  re- 
port, and,  when  the  agricultural  portion  comes 
in,  let  it  go,  together  with  the  mechanical  portion 
of  the  Patent  Office  report,  to  the  Committee  on 
Printing.  The  committee  can  then  report  a  reso- 
lution stating  how  many  of  the  one,  and  the  other 
Cart,  should  be  printed.  Let  the  aggregate  num- 
cr  be  what  it  has  averaged  before.  Say  that  six 
hundred  shall  be  ordered  for  each  member,  with 
the  permission  to  each  member  to  indicate,  by 
note  to  the  public  printer,  whether  he  will  have 
four  hundred  agricultural  and  two  hundred  me- 
chanical, or  five  hundred  a^icultural  and  one 
hundred  mechanical — to  indicate  precisely  the 
proportion  of  each  that  he  desires.  There  can  be 
no  injustice  in  tliis  arrangement.  My  friend  from 
New  York  can  get  those  which  he  wants;  and 
every  gentleman  can  get  copies  of  both  parts  in 
the  proportion  that,  in  his  judgment,  the  inclina- 
tions and  interests  of  his  constituents  would 
demand. 

I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  amendment,  or  rather 
the  suggestion — fbr  1  understand  the  Chair  rules 


there  can  be  now  no  amendment  to  the  effect  pro- 
posed— will  prevail;  and  I  appeal  to  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Ohio  to  allow  the  report  to  U  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  on  Printing,  to  await 
the  committal  there  of  the  agricultural  portion  of 
the  Patent  Office  report,  so  that  the  course  sog- 
gested  may  be  pursued.  It  is  manifestly  just  and 
proper. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  would  inquire  of  the  chainnan 
of  the  Committee  on  Printing,  what  number  of 
the  mechanical  report  was  oraered  to  be  printed 
at  the  last  session  ? 

Mr.  NICHOLS.  I  have  already  stated  thatat 
each  session  the  number  was  sixty  thousand. 

Mr.  ORR.    The  mechanical .> 

Mr.  NICHOLS.    Yes,  sir,  the  mechanical. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  understand  that  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  proposes  an  amendment,  that 
thirty  thousand  be  stricken  out,  and  in  its  plaet 
fifty  thousand  be  inserted.  I  hope  the  ^ntlfroan 
will  modify  the  proposition  so  that  sucty  thou- 
sand copies  will  be  ordered  to  be  printed.  Tiiere 
is  no  document  printed  by  the  Congress  of  liw 
United  States  wliich  is  so  much  sought  aAeriu 
every  part  of  the  Union.  It  is  true  that  there  ii 
more  aemand  for  the  agricultural  than  for  the 
mechanical  portion  of  3xe  report,  and  for  the 
reason  that  a  much  larger  proportion  of  our  peo- 
ple are  engaged  in  agricultural  than  in  other  par- 
suits.  I  think  the  money  well  spent  that  it  ex- 
pended for  the  pubUcation  of  these  reports,  which 
are  prepared  by  the  Commissioner  or  the  General 
Land  Office  with  great  care.  Thev  are  publica- 
tions of  exceeding  interest,  and  emorace  informa- 
tion of  great  value  to  our  people.  In  mj  opinion, 
the  very  largest  number  ought  to  be  printed  for 
distribution.  The  demands  to  me  from  mj  dis- 
trict are  continuous  and  pressing  for  the  agjicnl* 
tural  and  mechanical  parts  of  the  report.  There 
might  be,  I  admit,  some  cartailment  of  expend)- 
ture  for  the  printing  of  the  report  on  commerce 
and  navigation,  the  finance  report,  and  the  Pres- 
ident's message  and  the  accompanying documentt 
A  much  larger  number  of  these  boolts  are  printed 
than  are  actually  seouired ;  but  of  the  Patent  Office 
report  I  do  not  think  we  have  printed  too  many. 
I  hope  the  gentleman  from  New  York  will  modify 
his  amendment  so  that  the  number  shaUi^iiitjr 
instead  of  fifty  thousand. 

Mr.  HAVEN,  (interrupting.)  If  the  g;emle- 
man  will  allow  me,  I  will  say  that  that  ii  the 
precise  ground  upon  which  I  now  stand.  Ai  I 
understand  the  resolution,  it  proposes  thirty  thou- 
sand for  the  use  of  the  House,  and  ten  tkousaod 
for  tho  use  of  the  Patent  Office.  I  propoie  to 
make  it  fifty  thousand  for  the  use  of  the  Hoom, 
and  leave  it  ten  thousand  for  the  Patent  Office- 
making  sixty  thousand  in  all.  IasI  year  the 
number  was  fifty  thousand  for  the  use  of  tlrf 
House,  and  ten  thousand  for  the  use  of  the  Office 
— making  sixty  thousand  in  all.  If  that  i«  so.it 
will  be  seen  that  my  proposition  is  ^^^^J^ 
accordance  with  the  views  of  the  gentlemanntMD 
South  Carolina — in  harmony  with  every  word  he 
has  said,  and  he  concurs  with  me  in  the  mouonl 
have  made. 

One  word  further;  I  am  certain  the  House  can 
make  no  complaint  against  me  for  voting  av»y 
the  public  money  extravagantly.    I  am  ready  to 
go  for  curtailment  in  every  branch  of  the  pu^f 
expenditures,  except  in   such  cases  aa  thui, '? 
which  the  public,  who  attend  to  their  own  busi- 
ness at  home,  have  a  great  interest.    We  na" 
built  here  a  lai^  and  magnificent  building  w 
accommodate  the  Patent  Office— for  ^"*J"J 
mechanics  of  the  country  have  mostly  paid.  Tner 
pay  into  the  Patent  Office  yearly  thousand!  aitf 
tens  of  thousands  of  dollars  for  fees  *<>  P"^ 
patent  rights,  and  it  is  in  view  of  ^^^^Jr^lJlL 
wo  should  respond  with  some  reasonable  o*^ 
of  liberality  to  that  important  interest  of  the  coun- 
try.   It  is  true,  as  the  gentleman  ftom  Tenn^^. 
[Mr.  JoiHEs]  says,  that,  under  the  present  atateo 
things,  no  publisher  would  take  this  n»«"'J"J 
and  publish  it  as  a  matter  of  private  specui*"^- 
Why?    Because  this  House  pubUshes  a  lar?tr 
numner  for  gratuitous  distribution.    I  ^f^j|,jj 
dently  assure   the  ^ntleman,  however,  n 
gratuitous  distribution  were  not  made,  he  w 
find  a  larger  sale  for  this  mechanical  r<y  ^^^  - 
Patent  Office  than  for  most  works  which  go  ^i 
the  country.     Unless  sometliing  new,  ^^^i 
ncxf  proposition  upon  this  subject  can  be  on     • 
I  think  this  discussion  has  gone  fitf  enough  " 
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an  increased  number  ofcopics  of  the  apicultural 
portion  of  the  Patent  Office  report  is  desired.  I 
therefore  submit  the  motion  that  the  resolution 
be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  1  hope  it  will  not  be  recom- 
mitted. 

Mr.  NICHOLS.     I  hope  not,  too. 

Mr.  KEITT.  If  anything,  Mr.  Speaker,  could 
demonstrate  the  propriety  of  the. suggestion  of 
the  ffentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jones,]  I 
tliink  this  debate  ought  to  do  so.  Whore  do  wo 
stand,  sir?  On  the  subject  of  the  publication  of 
the  Patent  Office  reports,  subdividea  into  mechan- 
ical and  agricultural.  What  is  the  subjc'ct  of 
contention?  It  is,  whether  gentlemen  shall  de- 
termine how  many  copies  they  will  each  take  of 
one  kind  or  the  other. 

Now,  sir,  let  us  examine  the  suggestion  of  the 

fentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Clingman.] 
Ic  says  he  wants  but  a  few  copies  of  the  me- 
chanical report,  and  a  considerable  number  of 
copies  of  the  agricultural  report.  He  says  that 
one  kind  is  useful  in  his  district,  and  the  other 
kind  not  useful.  His  suggestion  is  objected  to 
on  the  other  side;  and  they  say,  **  You  must  take 
such  as  you  get."  And  then,  sir,  what  follows? 
Why  a  very  small  number  of  these  documents  to 
be  printed  will  be  useful,  and  therefore  a  heavy 
expense  will  be  entailed  on  the  Grovemment  for 
that  which  is,  in  the  estimation  of  the  gentleman, 
useless.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Havrn]  says  that  the  mechanics  of  the  country 
are  taxed  heavily  for  the  building  of  the  Patent 
Office,  and  for  their  contributions  to  the  expenses 
of  the  Government,  and  he  asks  ths^  their  inter- 
ests be  looked  aAer.  How  many  of  them  are 
there  in  the  country  ?  You  propose  to  publish 
how  many  of  these  documents  ?  Fifty  thousand. 
Are  there  no  more  than  fifty  thousand  mechanics 
in  the  country  ?  Are  there  not  more  than  ten 
times  fifty  thousand  ?  Are  you ,  then ,  serving  these 
mechanical  interests  in  that  fostering  way  in  which 
it  is  said  we  should  do  by  publishing  hfty  thou- 
sand copies  ?  Are  you  not  rather  establishing  a 
system  of  favoritism?  Gentlemen  say  that  they 
want  fifty  thousand  copies  of  the  agricultural 
report  printed.  Why,  are  there  no  more  than 
twenty,  or  thirty,  or  fifty  times  fifty  thousand 
agriculturists  in  the  country?  What  are  you 
doingthon?  Are  you  not,  then,  discriminating  be- 
tween them  ?  And  more  Uian  that,  are  you  not, 
by  adopting  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  discriminating  between  the 
agriculturists  and  the  mechanics  ? 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  If  the  gentleman  will 
allow  me,  I  will  say  that  I  am  utterly  opposed 
to  printing  this  or  any  other  document  by  the 
House  for  distribution  in  tlie  country.  My  prop- 
osition only  had  reference  to  the  distribution  of  a 
document  that  is  to  be  ordered  to  be  {)rinted.  If 
the  Question  were  to  come  up  as  to  its  printing 
at  all,  I  should  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  KEITT.  I  think,  if  the  House  is  determ- 
ined to  print  these  documents,  it  had  better  adopt 
the  su^estion  of  my  honorable,  colleague  from 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Orr.]  He  says  it  would 
cost  but  little  more  to  print  fifty  thousand  than 
thirty  thousand;  that  the  type  would  not  have 
to  be  reset;  ahd  that  we  should  have  to  pay  little 
more  tlian  the  cost  of  the  paper.  Why,  on  the 
same  reasoning,  we  had  better  print  five  millions. 
That  is  the  legitimate  conclusion  to  which  the 
argument  of  my  colleague  leads.  The  expense, 
he  says,  of  twenty  thousand  copies  more  would  be 
BO  little  that  you  had  better  print  them.  If  that 
be  so,  you  had  better  not  discriminate  between 
the  mechanics  of  the  country,  but  print  enough 
copies  to  give  one  to  each  man. 

Sir,  I  am  opposed  to  this  whole  system  of  con- 
gressional printing  of  documents  not  connected 
with  our  legislative  duties.  I  am  opposed,  so 
far  as  I  am  advised,  to  the  printing  by  the  House 
of  any  single  document  that  is  not  absolutely 
necessary  to  the  discharge  bf  our  congressional 
duties.  Fifty  thousand  dollars  or  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  expended  here,  in  the  printing 
of  these  documents  to  be  distributed,  will  neither 
subserve  nor  retard  the  agricultural  or  mechanical 
interests  of  the  country.  They  arc  great  and 
vital  interests,  and  will  take  care  of  tliemselves. 

And,  sir,  I  appeal  to  gentlemen  here  now  to  say 
how,  in  what  manner,  and  to  what  extent,  these 
documents  have  been  distributed?  Grentlemen 
talk  about  trading.    1  believe  the  gentleman  from 


Ohio  [Mr.  NicholaJ  rec^immcnded  that  members 
should  trade  off  copies  of  one  part  of  the  report  for 
those  of  the  other.    Sir,  I  want  no  trading  here. 

Mr.  NICHOLS.  The  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  must  certainly  have  misunderstood  me; 
I  have  made  no  suggestions  in  respect  to  trading. 

Mr.  KEITT.  Then  I  misunderstood  the  gen- 
tleman; of  course,  his  explanation  is  sufficient. 
I  understood  him  to  say  to  the  gentleman  from 
Norfli  Carolina  [Mr.  Clingman]  that  we  had  bet- 
ter print  them  as  we  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
doing;  and  then,  if  gentlemen  wanted  more  of  one 
part  and  less  of  the  other  than  their  regular  num- 
ber, they  should  exchange. 

But,  sir,  I  do  not  object  to  this  debate.  I  do 
not  mean  to  discriminate  between  my  constit- 
uents. I  do  not  mean  to  say  whetlier  I  want 
agricultural  or  mechanical  reports;  nor  do  I  pro- 
pose to  go  further  into  this  debate  than  to  express 
my  entire  dissent  to  this  whole  proceeding.  I 
object  to  turning  this  Government  into  a  book- 
making  establishment.  I  would  exclude  from  the 
public  printing  every  document  whatever  not  di- 
rectly connected  with  our  actucd  duties. 

At  the  same  time  I  say  I  do  not  object  to  this 
discussion.  My  friend  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Mc- 
Mullin]  says  we  must  take  care  of  the  agricul- 
tural interests  of  the  country.  I  admire  the  pur- 
pose of  the  gentleman  to  take  care  of  those  inter- 
ests in  the  section  from  which  he  comes;  for, 
judging  from  the  constitution  of  this  Committee 
on  Printing,  that  section  has  not  been  recognized 
as*having  any  existence.  I  observe*  that  one 
member  of  that  committee  comes  from  Ohio,  one 
from  New  York,  and  tlie  other  from  New  Hainp- 
shirc.  All  these  gentlemen  are  from  one  section 
of  the  country;  and  if  gentlemen  from  the  other 
section  do  not  take  care  of  their  own  interests, 
they  will  not  be  likely  to  be  taken  care  of. 

Mr.  NICHOLS.  I  believe  this  debate  has 
gone  on  lon^  enough.  We  have  had  a  practical 
exemplification  of  the  doctrine  that  we  are  book- 
makers. We  have  already  had  discussion  enough 
to  fill  a  moderate-sized  pnmer.  I  think  this  debate 
has  gone  on  far  enough ;  and  therefore,  having  the 
floor,  I  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  HOLLO  WAY.  I  hope  the  gentleman 
will  withdraw  his  demand,  to  enable  me  to  offer 
an -amendment. 

Mr.  NICHOLS.  I  am  actuated  simply  by  con- 
siderations of  public  duty.  I  think  we  nave  had 
debate  enough  upon  this  subject,  and  decline  to 
withdraw  the  demand  for  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  McMULLlN.  What  has  become  of  my 
motion  to  recommit? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is  still  pending. 

Mr.  FULLER,  of  Maine.  Is  the  motion  to 
increase  the  number  also  pending? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is. 

Mr.  WASH  BURN,  of  Maine.  I  demand  tellers 
upon  the  motion  to  commit. 

Tellers  were  ordered,  and  Messrs.  Washburn 
of  Maine,  and  Walker,  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  Mr.  McMullin's 
motion;  and  the  tellera  reported — ayes  4!2;  noes 
79. 

So  the  resolution  was  not  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Printing. 

The  question  recurred  on  Mr.  Haven's  amend- 
ment, that  in  the  place  of  "  fifty,"  "  thirty"  be 
substituted. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken ;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  86,  nays  52;  as  follows: 

YEAS  —  Mewfi.  Barbour,  Henry  Bennett,  Benson,  BU> 
linghurst,  Bingham,  Bishop,  Brcnton,  Broom,  Burlingmroe, 
CaUwaloder,  John  P.  Campt>cU,  Lewis  D.  Campliell,  Cn- 
ruUtcn,  Bayard  Clark,  Clawdon,  Colfkx,  Comins,  Cnllcn, 
Cumbnck,  Ifenrv  Winter  Davis,  Dean.  Dick,  Dickson, 
Dodd,  Dimn,  Edwards,  English,  Etheriiige,  Evans,  Flor- 
ence, Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Giddings,  Granger,  Augustus 
Hall,  Robert  B.  Hall,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Thomas  L.  Harris, 
Harridon,  Haven,  Hickman,  Holloway,  Thomas  R.  Hor- 
ton^  Hugbston,  Kelsey,  Kennett,  Knapp,  Knight,  Knox, 
Leiier,  Mace,  Alexander  K.  Marshall.  Meacliam,  Killian 
Miller,  Smith  Miller,  Momin,  Morrill,  Norton,  Andrew 
Oliver,  Orr,  Parker,  Pike,  Porter,  Pringle,  Purviance,  RJ- 
caud,  Ritchie,  Rivers,  Robison,  Sabin,  8app,  Scott,  Him- 
mons,  Htewart,  Stranahan, Thorington, Thurston,  Traftnn, 
Tyson,Vail,  Wiule,Wakeman,  WtUbridse.  EUihu  B.  Wash- 
burne,  Israel  Washburn,  Woodruir,aud  VVoodwortli— tiS. 


NAYS^Meawi.  Aiken,  Allea,  Barksdale,  Header  8. 
Bennett,  Bliss,  Boyce,  Branch,  Brooks,  Clinnua,  Wil- 
liamson R.  W.  Cobb,  Croige,  Crawford,  thvUnw,  Dow- 
^ell,  Faulkner,  Flagler,  FoMter,  Greenwood.  Grow,  8anK 
son  W.  Harris,  Houston,  Jcwett,  Oeone  W.  ionrt,  Kho, 
Lake,  Letcher,  Lumpkin,  Samuel  8.  Manball,  McMuItii, 
Millson,  Mott,  Nichols,  Mordecoi  Oliver,  Peny,  PheJa 
Pur>'Rar,  Quitman,  Uudin,  Seward,  Shprmao,  Shorter' 
William  Smith,  Htephcua,  Swope,  Taylor,  W&ldran.  Walk- 
er, Watkins,  Win»ilow,  Daniel  B.  Wngbt,  JobaT,  WnkL 
and  Zoilicoffer-^S3.  ^ 

So  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

Pendinff  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  BURLINGAME  stated  that  hia  colkafuf , 
Mr.  BcFFiNTON,  liad  (Kiired  oif  with  Mr.  Ec$ti$. 

Mr.  MORGAN  stated  that  his  colleagne,  Mr. 
MtTRRAT,  had  paired  off  with  Mr.  Williams. 

Mr.  WATSON  stated  that  he  had  paired  off 
with  Mr.  CoDB,  of  Gcorcia. 

Mr.  WOODWORTH  (when  his  name  wu 
called)  said:  Mr.  Speaker,  I  waft  absent  from  the 
House  on  Thursday  last,  when  a  Tote  wai  taken 
on  the  reference  of  the  President's  Kaoias  mes- 
sage to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  itate 
of  the  Union.  My  absence  was  on  account  of 
sickness;  and  I  now  rise  to  say,  that  had  I  beea 
present,  I  would  have  voted  in  the  negatiTc. 

The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  then  agreed  to 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  rise  to  a  privileged  qucition. 
I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  res- 
olution was  adopted;  and  that  that  motion  be  laid 
upon  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

CORRECTION  OF  THE  REPORTS. 

Mr.  HICKMAN.  I  rise  to  a  privile^  qiiei- 
tion.  It  has  been  brougiit  to  my  notice  that,  in 
the  129th  vote  for  Speaker,  as  published  in  the 
Daily  Globe,  my  name  is  not  recorded.  1  did 
TOte,  and  cast  my  vote  for  Mr.  Oaa,  of  South 
Carolina.  I  understand  that  in  this  matter  the 
Journal  is  correct. 

The  SPEAKER.    The  Journal  is  correct. 

CONTESTED  ELECTIONS. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Illinois.  I  present  the  ro^ 
morial  of  P.  B.  Fouke,  who  claims  to  be  legally 
elected  to  this  House  from  the  eighth  congres- 
sional district  of  Illinois.  I  do  not  ask  for  the 
reading  of  the  memorial ,  as  it  is  somewhat  lengthy, 
but  move  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Ejections,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Illinois.  I  also  present  the 
memorial  of  Q.  Jay  S.  Turney,  who  claims  lo  be 
elected  to  this  House  from  the  ninth  congre*» 
sional  district  of  Illinois,  in  place  of  Samtu  8. 
Marshall,  the  sitting  member.  I  raoyc  that  it 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Elections,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed.  I  will  add,  in  this  con- 
nection, that  I  present  these  memorials  wiihwt 
expressing  any  opinion  on  the  points  intolTedii 
them. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

FURTHER  CORRECTION. 

Mr.  BENNETT,  of  Mississipfi.  Mr. Speaker, 
I  rise  to  a  privileged  question.  My  attention  hai 
been  callea  to  the  acUon  of  this  House  of  the  4th, 
5th,  and  6th  of  December,  1855;  and  upon  exam- 
ination I  find  the  name  of  HEKRiS.BEKJrETT  re- 
corded, as  reported  in  the  Congressional  Globe  on 
the  eighth  and  tenth  ballotings,  as  haring'J^^ 
for  Air.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  for  Speaker;  and  on 
the  6th  day  of  December,  1855,  on  thetwenueii 
balloting,  I  find  tlujuame  of  Hekrt  S.  BewJ" 
recorded  as  having  Voted  for  N.  P.  BaxHiotM**" 
sachusetts.  I  hare  never  voted  for  either  of  iw 
gentlemen  for  Speaker,  and  desire  that  the  Jottf* 
nals  may  be  corrected. 

I  deem  it  proper  to  state,  in  this  «>"Wf^®Ji 
that  I  did  not  reach  Washington  until  the  7a  oi 
December,  and  the  first  vote!  cast  was  for  wft* 
liam  a.  Richardson,  of  Illinois,  for  whom  Icon* 
tinned  to  vote  until  he  unconditionally  with«*' 
his  name.  It  has  been  my  practice  to  look  om 
the  reports  and  see  that  my  name  was  P"Hj^/ 
recorded ;  but  I  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  ^ 
over  the  reports  for  the  purpose  ^^^P'^^^^'fc 
right  previotis  to  mv  getting  to  the  city  and  taJong 
my  seat  as  a  member.  , ,». 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  informed  tw 
the  Journal  is  correct. 

RBUEF  OP  THE  POOR  OP  THE  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.    I  ask  the  uaaw- 
mous  consent  of  the  House  to  take  from  the  tawci 
and  put  on  its  passag;c,  without  reference  i 
conunittce,  the  resoluuon  of  the  Senate  m  "» 
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Mr.  COBB.  I  only  withdrew  it  to  answer  an 
inauiry. 

Mr.  SEWARD  repeated  his  motion. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ala- 
f)ama  asks  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  He  cannot  do  so,  as  I  have 
the  floor;  but  I  am  very  willing  to  let  him  it  for 
that  purpose— althougn  my  friend  from  Ten- 
nessee [Mr.  Jones]  says  we  will  be  able  to  as- 
certain when  the  appropriation  bills  come  along, 
how  many  additional  clerks  this  appropriation 
requires. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama calls  the  previous  question,  and  that  cuts 
off  a  motion  to  postpone. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  put. 

The  question  being  *'  Shall  the  bill  be  read  a 
third  time?" 

Mr.  CRAIGE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered,  only  six 
members  rising  in  their  seats. 

The  question  was  put, and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  read  a  third  time;  and 
the  question  being  "Shall  the  bill  pass?*' 

Mr.  SEWARD  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yoasand  nays  were  not  ordered,  only  six- 
teen members  rising  in  their  seats. 

The  question  was  put  and  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Alabama.  I  rise  to  a  privileged 
motion.  I  move  that  the  vote  last  taken,  by 
which  the  bill  was  passed,  be  reconsidered,  and 
that  that  motion  do  lie  upon  the  table. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  latter  motion 
agreed  to. 

MODIFICATION  OP  THE  BOUNTY  LAND  LAW. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Mr.  Speaker,  we 
have  passed  a  law  authorizing  the  signing  of  land 
warrants,  when  persons  can  establisn  their  rights 
to  them.  Now,  sir,  I  wish  to  propose  one  that 
will  remove  a  great  many  of  the  obstacles  in  es- 
tablishing those  rights. 

By  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  1855,  granting 
bounty  land  warrants,  it  is  provided  that  no  claim- 
ant shall  be  entitled  to  a  warrant  or  ^certificate 
under  that  law,  unless  he  can  establish  his  claim 
by  record  evidence  of  the  service  upon  which  the 
claim  is  based.  That,  sir,  is  the  letter  of  the  law, 
and  that  is  the  ruling  under  it.  There  could  be 
no  other  ruling. 

But,  sir,  there  are  many  claims  of  widows  of 
revolutionary  soldiers  wnose  husbands  were 
placed  upon  the  pension  rolls,  and  received  pen- 
sions during  their  lives,  whose  widows  applied 
for  pensions,  and  are  still  receiving  them. 

Vet,  sir,  this  bounty  land  law  reouires  such  a 
widow  to  furnish  record  evidence  of  the  service 
of  her  husband  as  a  revolutionary  soldier  before 
she  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  a  warrant  for  bounty 
land  under  the  law. 

There  are  cases  where  persons  have  served, 
and  their  commanding^  oflficers  have  testified  to  the 
fact,  not  only  of  service,  but  that  they  had  de- 
meaned themselves  as  American  soldiers  should 
do  oo  such  occasions;  but,  because  their  names 
are  not  to  be  found  upon  the  rolls,  they  cannot 
receive  bounty  land  under  the  law. 

Many  of  these  claimants  have  established  their 
right  to  bounty  land  under  the  law  of  1850.  Under 
the  law  of  1855,  they  cannot  ^et  additional  bounty 
land,  because  of  tneir  inability  to  comply  with 
this  provision. 

I  propose  to  pews  a  law  repealing  so  much  of 
the  thini  section  of  the  law  of  1855  as  requires 
the  rights  of  claimants  to  be  established  by  record 
evidence,  leaving  it  where  the  act  of  1850,  and 
the  recommendations  of  the  Department,  place  it. 
I  desire,  if  there  be  no  objection,  to  introduce  a 
bill  to  effect  the  object  I  have  indicated,  and  to 
have  it  put  on  its  passage.  It  contains  but  a 
single  solitary  provision,  and  that  simply  to  re- 
j)eul  so  much  of  the  third  section  of  tne  act  of 
1855  us  requires  the  claim  to  be  established  by 
record  evidence. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  bill  was  intro- 
duced and  re^  a  first  and  second  time  by  iui  title, 
aa  follows: 

A  bill  to  amend  **  An  act  in  addition  to  certain 
acts  granting  bounty  land  to  certain  ofiUcers  and 
soldiers  who  have  oeen  engaged  in  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States,"*  abproved  March  3, 
1855. 


Mr.  JONES.  I  ask  that  the  bill  may  be  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  BOYCE.  I  hope  the  bill  will  be  referred 
to  a  committee.  It  seems  to  me  an  improper 
practice  to  pass  bills  of  this  nature  without  having 
them  examined  by  any  committee. 

Mr.  JONES,  ihope  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  will  not  make  that  motion.  The  bill 
contains  but  one  solitary,  isolated  provision  that 
everybody  can  understand.  It  requires  no  ex- 
amination. 

Mr.  BOYCE.  I  think  it  should  be  referred. 
I  move  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
Uc  Lands. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  House  re- 
fused to  commit. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time;  and  having  been  engrossed,  it 
was  accordingly  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  moved  that  tlie 
vote  last  taken  by  which  the  bill  was  passed  be 
reconsidered,  ana  that  the  motion  to  reconsider 
do  lie  on  the  table;  which  latter  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

DISTRIBUTION  OP  DOCUMENTS. 

Mr.  H.  MARSEIALL.  I  ask  the  consent  of 
the  House  to  offer  a  resolution  which  I  have 
sought  to  have  adopted  on  two  previous  occasions. 
1  presume  there  will  be  no  objection. 

The  resolution  was  read  as  follows: 

Resolvedy  ThnX  nit  pabHc  docamentt,  of  which  extra 
coptes  have  l)eeD  ordered  to  be  printed  for  distribution,  and 
which  have  not  been  delivered  to  the  pemons  entitled  to 
tliom,  under  the  resolution  of  the  last  Hoiifle  of  Rcpre><sent- 
atives,  shall  now  be  delivered,  by  the  officer  havinff  poesen- 
flion  of  the  aanie,  to  the  Repre«entativeii  in  this  Uoufe  of 
tlioM  dbtrict«  whose  former  Representatives  have  not 
drawn  tlie  documents  to  which  such  districts  were  respect- 
ively entiUed,  according  to  the  rate  of  distribution  estab- 
lished. 

Mr.  RUFPIN.  I  object  to  the  introduction  of 
that  resolution. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  move  to  suspend  the  rule. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  (two  thirds  having 
voted  in  the  affirmative^  the  rules  were  suspended . 

Mr.  LINDLE  Y.  I  clid  not  pa3r  particular  atten- 
tion to  the  reading  of  the  resolution,  but  it  struck 
me  that  the  phraseology  ought  to  be  somewhat 
modified.  Tnere  are  public  documents  printed, 
and  in  the  Capitol,  that  did  not  belong  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  last  Congress;  yet  the  phraseology  of 
the  resolution,  if  1  understood  it,  requires  tlie 
officers  of  the  House  to  deliver  those  liocuments 
into  the  hands  of  Representatives  who  were  not 
here  as  members  during  the  last  Congress.  They 
must  all  be  delivered,  whether  they  were  printed 
by  order  of  the  last,  or  of  some  preceding  Con- 
gress. It  seems  to  me  that  the  wording  of  the 
resolution  should  be  modified  so  as  to  make  it 
apply  only  to  such  documents  as  were  ordered  by 
the  last  Congress,  and  have  not  been  delivered. 

Mr.  H.  ^JTARSH  ALL.  If  the  gentleman  will 
allow  me,  the  phraseology  of  the  resolution  was 
constructed  to  meet  the  precise  point  to  which  the 
gentleman  has  called  the  attention  of  the  House. 
The  last  House  bf  Representatives  passed  a  reso- 
lution that  their  documents  should  t>e  sent  to  the 
members,  at  their  homes,  when  they  were  not 
ready  for  distribution  when  the  House  adjourned. 
In  order  to  avoid  the  action  of  the  last  Congress 
in  this  respect,  therefore,  it  becomes  necessary 
to  refer  to  that  resolution.  If  documents  were 
printed  and  not  deliveited,  in  any  case  they  ought 
to  be  delivered  to  the  members  representing  the 
districts  which  did  not  receive  them. 

Mr.  LINDLEY.  I  would  suggest  that  the 
resolution  be  so  worded  as  to  confine  it  to  the 
documents  ordered  by  the  last  Con^ss. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  have  been  informed  that 
there  are  four  rooms  in  the  Capitol  filled  with 
documents  ordered  by  previous  Congresses,  but 
which  have  not  been  distributed.  These  docu- 
ments were  printed  by  the  Government  at  a  large 
expense,  and  should  be  distributed  in  the  districts 
that  have  not  received  them. 

Mr.  LINDLEY.  Will  not  the  phraseology 
of  the  resolution  give  those  Cbur  rooms  full  of 
documents  to  the  successors  of  members  of  the 
last  Congress,  and  not  to  those  of  the  last  Con- 
gress who  arc  now  here  ? 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  No,  sir;  the  phrase- 
ology of  the  resolution  will  give  the  documents 
to  the  members  from  those  districts  which  are 
entitled  to  them,  without  reference  to  the  mem- 
ber! of  the  last  Congress  at  ail. 


Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  will  ask  the  wntlctnM 
a  question .  Are  not  the  books  to  which  he  alloilei 
those  voted  to  members  to  continae  sets  r 

Mr.  MARSHALL.    No,  sir. 

Mr.  LINDLEY.  I  call  for  the  reading  of  the 
resolution. 

The* resolution  was  again  read. 

Mr.  LINDLEY.  I  am  satisfied  with  the  rm. 
lution. 

Mr.  FULLER,  of  Maine.  I  do  not  object  to 
the  resolution,  provided  the  member  entitled  to 
them  now  is  first  notified,  and  shall  have  the  priT< 
ilege  of  giving  the  books  his  direction,  and,  when 
given,  that  they  shall  be  franked  to  him. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  They  cannot  be  fraoked. 

Mr.  FULLER.  The  Clerk  can  do  it.  MtDv 
of  the  documents  which  members  of  the  iut 
Congress  were  entitled  to  were  not  printed  and 
i;eady  for  distribution  in  season;  they  vere  Dot 
in  readiness  until  ai\er  the  members  had  lost  their 
franking  privilege.  It  is  right,  therefore,  that 
they  shoiud  have  the  doctmieots  which  promtiy 
belong  to  them.  Let  the  gentleman  fVom  Ken- 
tucky modify  his  resolution  so  that  the  Clerk 
shall  be  authorized  to  notify  the  members,  and 
ascertain  their  wishes  in  reference  to  these  docu- 
ments. If  they  wish  them  sent  to  them,  then  In 
them  be  franked  to  them;  if  not,  they  can  of 
course  go  to  their  successors. 

Mr.  Sf  ARSH  ALL.  I  will  suggest  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maine,  that  in  a  ercat  many  caxi 
the  member  who  was  here  and  is  embraced  by 
this  resolution  is  dead,  or  has  removed  from  hii 
district.  Members  of  the  last  Congress  hare  lost 
their  franking  privilege.  Itis  a  matter  of  courtesy 
for  the  sitting  member  to  confer  with  his  prede- 
cessor where  he  may  be  enabled  to  do  so.  The 
power  was  given  to  that  predecessor,  atall  CTenta, 
to  have  them  sent  into  his  district;  and  we  now 
pass  this  resolution  to  have  the  books  eo  where 
the  law  originally  designed  they  should  fo.  1 
cannot  consent  to  modifjr  the  resolution;  and  to 
test  the  sense  of  the  House  I  now  call  iot  the 
previous  question. 

The  previous  question  received  a  second,  and 
the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now  put, 
and  being  put,  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  move  to  reconsider  thi 
vote  by  which  the  resolution  was  pas8ed,andtl)it 
that  motion  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  present  to  the  House  the 
memorial  of  R.  G.  B.  Clarke,  of  Iowa,  who  con- 
tests the  seat  of  Mr.  Augustus  Hall,  and  moTe 
that  it,  together  with  the  accompanying  exhibi^ 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  £lecUOQs,u»i 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MEW  REGISTER  TO  A  VESSEL. 

Mr.  BURLING AME.  Mr.  Speaker,  theretf 
upon  the  table  a  bill  which  ought  to  be  passed. 
Objection  was  made  to  it  the  other  day— I  pr^ttoe 
none  will  be  made  to-day.  The  ship  is  read?  w 
sea ,  and  only  awaits  a  litue  formal  legislation  hat. 
I  hope  that  when  taken  up  it  will  at  once  be  pot 
on  its  passage.  . 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn.  I  have  been  for  an  hour  trying  "> 
get  up  a  bill. 

The  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  Clerk  read  the  title  of  the  bill  (brmfunm- 
tion,  as  follows: 

An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  a  registw^ 
the  bark  Monmouth. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  bill  was  takeflUP 

and  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  tiik-  j 

was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  lim^i  ^ 

having  been  read  a  third  time,  was  passed. 

REORGANIZATION  OP  KANSAS  TEBBITORY- 

Mr.  DUNN.  I  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  M 
of  which  previous  notice  has  been  gives.  "'.^ 
a  bill  to  reestablish  the  boundaries,  and  rcorpaniw 
the  government  of  the  Territory  of  Kan88s,aM 
for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  KEITT.    I  object.  ,  ,^ 

Mr.  DUNN.  I  move  to  suspend  the  ruH» 
the  purpose  suggested.  1  merely  ask  for  a  reier- 
ence  of  the  bill. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  (two  ^«™*^  ^I^ 
in  favor  thereof)  the  rules  were  suspended,  i » 
bill  was  then  read  a  first  and  second  iin»e  bjriw 
tiUe,  and  reitored  to  the  Committee  on  Tcirrtoii* 
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Mr.  LINDLEY.  I  hope  the  bill  will  not  be 
referred.  I  think  my  friend  from  Virginia  mis- 
understands the  state  of  facts  existing.  The 
people  in  this  district,  and  in  another  one  which 
I  wish  to  have  incorporated  in  the  bill,  were  not 
aware  of  the  intenuon  to  discontinue  the  land 
office;  they  did  not  all  of  them  keep  informed 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  last  Congress.  This 
bill  will  give  them  notice  that  they  must  attend 
to  their  business.  They  will  come  in  and  have 
their  cases  decided  before  the  office  is  removed, 
when  they  would  be  compelled  to  go  one  hundred 
and  fitty  or  two  hundred  miles  to  an  adjoining 
land  omce. 

I  hope  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  will  with- 
draw his  objection,  and  permit  this  bill  to  pass, 
embracing  both  tlie  Kalamazoo  district  and  that 
of  Palmyra,  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  which  I  de- 
sire to  have  placed  in  it. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Illinois.  I  wish  to  say  one 
word  in  reply  to  my  friend  from  Missouri,  fMr. 
LiNDLET.]  This  is  an  attempt  to  rei^stabUsh  an 
office  wikich,  under  the  operation  of  existing  law, 
would  be  discontinued;  and  it  relates  to  one  par- 
ticular instance,  out  of  fifty  or  one  hundred,  that 
have  occurred  during  the  past  year,  where,  by  the 
extinguishment  of  the  titles  to  the  public  lands, 
the  quantity  has  been  reduced  to  the  number  of 
acres  when  it  is  contemplated  the  offices  shall  be 
discontinued,  and  consequently  united  and  con- 
solidated with  other  offices.  I  think  I  know  of 
five  offices  in  my  own  State  which  have  been  dis- 
continued, and  the  same  reasons  exist  for  contin- 
uing those  five  offices  as  for  continuing  this  one. 

Sir,  I  am  utterly  opposed  to  such  partial  legis- 
lation as  contemplates  provisions  for  the  benefit 
of  one  neighborhood  and  excludes  all  others.  So 
far  as  the  amendment  of  my  friend  from  Missouri 
is  concerned,  it  would  be  better  for  him,  I  think, 
that  this  bill  should  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands.  A  general  provision  is  neces- 
sary, if  any  at  all.  I  hope  the  bill  will  be  referred 
to  tne  Committee  on  Public  Lands.    ' 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  I  do  not  desire  to  take 
part  in  the  controversy  tliat  is  going  on  with 
regard  to  these  offices.  F  rise  to  appeal  to  the 
gentleman  who  presented  this  bill,  to  permit  it  to 
go  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  If  there 
IS  really  cause  which  makes  it  important  tliat  the 
office  to  which  it  relates  should  be  reestablished, 
I  am  sure  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  will 
report  to  that  effect.  It  is  proper  that  all  these 
bills  should  be  considered  by  the  appropriate 
committee. 

Mr.  WALBRIDGE.  I  am  willing  that  the  bill 
should  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

ThiB  bill  was  so  referred. 

CLERK  TO  COMMITTEE  WATS  AND  MEANS. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.    I  am  instructed 

by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  ask  the 

consent  of  the  House  to  put  this  resolution  upon 

its  passage: 

Re$olvtd,  That  the  Comroitteo  of  Wajrs  and  Means  be 
authorised  to  employ  a  clerk,  at  the  falury  of  91,800  per 
annum. 

Mr.  BEPWETT,  of  New  York.  I  desire  to 
offer  the  following  amendment: 

Reaolotdf  That  the  Committees  on  Electioni,  Foreign 
Affaira,  and  each  of  the  other  standing  commiUet*«  of  this 
House  vrhich  were  allowed  clerks  during  the  last  sessioii 
of  CongroM,  be,  and  tbey  are  liereby.  authorized  to  appoint 
clerks  for  the  iircsent  Congress,  ajia  the  compensation  of 
said  clerks  respectively  shall  be  the  same  as  is  allowed  by 
law  to  the  cleric  of  the  Coaunittoe  on  Claims. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Alabama.  I  hope  this  amend- 
ment will  not  be  adopted.  So  far  as  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  are  concerned,  they  do 
not  \irant  a  clerk 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  hope  the  amendment  will 
not  prevail. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  rise  to  a  ques- 
tion of  order.  This  resolution  was  unanimously 
received  as  a  report  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  and  an  amendment  of  this  sort  is  not 
in  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  of  opinion  that 
the  amendment  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  think  the  resolution  ought 
to  pass.  I  believe  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  need  a  clerk,  and  I  believe  the  clerkship 
should  be  made  a  permanent  one,  at  a  liberal  sal- 
ary, such  as  will  command  the  services  of  a  com- 
petent gentleman. 


Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  The  salary  is 
precisely  the  same  as  that  given  to  a  similar  offi- 
cer in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  do  not  think  the  salary  is 
too  much,  and  I  hope  the  report  of  the  committee 
will  be  adopted. 

The  resolution  vas  adopted. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  have  another  resolution 
to  offer  from  the  same  committee. 

Mr.  CRAWFORD.  1  move  tliat  the  House 
do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  I  ask  the  gentle- 
man to  withdraw  his  motion,  to  enable  me  to  offer 
a  resolution. 

Mr.  CRAWFORD.  I  would,  if  your  resolu- 
tion could  come  up  at  once,  but  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  has  sent  up  another  resolution,  which 
would  precede  it. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  understand  the  gentleman 
withdraws  it,  that  I  may  offer  my  resolution. 

Mr.  CRAWFORD.  I  cannot  withdraw  it  if 
another  question  is  to  intervene.      • 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  hope  it  will  be 
withdrawn,  so  tliat  my  resolution  may  be  put 
upon  its  passaee.  It  is  important  to  the  public 
business  that  mese  estimates  should  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  that  they 
may  go  to  work. 

The  SPEAKER.  In  reply,  the  Chair  wUl  state 
that  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  declines  tq  with- 
draw his  motion. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Then  I  hope  the  House 
will  vote  it  down. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  House  re- 
fused to  adjourn. 

REFERENCE  OF  ESTIMATES. 

The  Clerk  read  Mr.  Campbell's  resolution, 

as  follows: 

Resolved^  That  the  estimates  of  appropriation  required 
ft>r  the  service  of  the  Ascal  year  ending  the  30th  of  June, 
1857,  and  iransmittrd  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, agreeably  to  Joint  resolution  of  Congress  of 
7tli  of  Jauuar>',  1&4Q,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

The  resolution  was  adopted . 

REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  BOUTWELL 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  I  offer  the  following 

resolution: 

Re»olvtdf  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  requested  to  communicate  to  this  House 
the  report  of  Captain  E.  Bontweli,  and  ail  the  accompany- 
ing documents,  relative  to  Uie  operations  of  the  United 
States  sloop  ot  war  John  Adams,  under  hia  command,  at 
the  Fejee  Islands,  in  the  year  18^ 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  DOWDELL  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
introduce  a  bill  and  joint  resolution;  which  were 
read  a  first  and  second  time  by  their  titles,  as 
follows,  and  referred  as  indicated  below: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Mitchell.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

A  joint  resolution  authorizing  settlements  under 
certain  mail  contracts.  Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  LAKE  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  intro- 
duce the  following  bills,  which  were  read  a  first 
and  second  time  by  their  titles,  and  referred  as 
indicated  below: 

A  bill  to  settle  certain  accounts  between  the 
United  States  and  the  State  of  Mississippi.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

A  bill  grantini^  alternate  sections  of  land  in  aid 
of  the  construction  of  the  Southern  Railroad,  in 
the  State  of  Mississippi.  Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

PAPERS  OF  JOHN  CRAWFORD. 

Mr.  LAKE.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  now  ask  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  House  for  leave  to  with- 
draw from  the  files  the  petition  and  papers  of 
John  Crawford,  of  the  State  of  Mississippi. 
When  I  made  this  application  the  other  day,  some 
gentleman  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House  made 
objection  to  it.  If^  t  am  allowed  a  short  explana- 
tion, tliere  will  now  be,  I  am  satisfied,  no  objection. 

Mr.  LETCHER.    Go  on. 

Mr.  LAKE.  Mr.  Crawford  holds  a  certificate 
of  forfeited  land  stock,  the  money  for  which  was 
paid  in  1807.  He  made  application  to  this  House 
at  the  last  Congress,  that  he  be  allowed  to  lay 
down  his  warrant  upon  lands  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana.  That  is  the  sum  and  substance  of 
his  application.  I  only  ask  the  withd  rawal  of  the 
papers  that  a  slight  alteration  may  be  made  in 


his  petition— to  change  nothing  else,  lo  that  ha 
petition  and  papers  may  be  prepared  for  being 
again  brought  to  the  attention  of  roembers. 

Mr.  jpNES,  of  Tennessee,  What  kind  of  land 
stock  is  it? 

Mr.  LAKE.  I  will  inform  you.  Underpre- 
vious  acts  of  Confess  lands  were  authorized  to 
be  sold  on  a  credit;  and  when  partial  paymeit, 
and  not  the  full  payment,  was  made,  tbu  iaod 
was  forfeited.  The  money  which  was  paid  be- 
came forfeited.  In  1828  an  act  of  Con^^ress  «ai 
passed  authorizing  persons  who  had  paid  for  land 
under  these  circumstances,  to  lay  down  wamnti 
which  were  to  be  given  them  upon  any  pttbbc 
land  within  the  district  where  their  previoos  en* 
tries  had  been  made.  All  I  wish  is  the  withdravil 
of  the  petition  and  papers,  in  order  that  a  slight 
alteration  may  be  made  in  the  petition. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  think  the  best  plan  would  be 
to  file  an  amended  petition. 

Mr.  LAKE.  Tne  alteration  I  propose  tomaki 
is  this:  At  the  time  the  petition  was  filed,  then 
were  in  Mississippi  no  public  kinds  worth  haring. 
Application  was  made  for  authority  to  locate  tbe 
warrant  in  the  State  of  Louisiana.  Since  that 
time  the  public  lands  of  that  State  have  also  bees 
entered  and  taken  up;  and  the  application  henov 
wishes  to  make  is ,  tliat  he  may  be  allowed  to  locau 
his  warrant  upon  any  of  the  public  lands  of  the 
United  States.  The  matter  will  then  come  befon 
Congress  in  the  shape  of  a  bill,  if  reported  badt 
by  the  Committee  on  the  PubUc  Lands,  to  which 
I  shall  move  its  reference.. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  The  mostrpgn- 
lar  way  would  be  to  file  an  amended  petition. 

There  was  no  objection;  and  it  was 

OnUred,  That  leave  be  granted  fbrthewidMbawaloftte 
petitioo  and  papers  of  Jo^n  Crawfbrd. 

Mr.  KEITT.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  there  w«re,  on i 
division — ayes  46,  noes  53;  no  auonim  voting. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  I  ask  for  tellers  os  the  mo- 
tion to  adjourn. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Miu«o« 
and  Flagler  were  appointed.  * 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  tellers  re 
ported — ayes  57,  noes  45. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  thereupon 
(at  three  o'clock  and  thirty-five  minutes)  the 
House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  twelveo'clock 
ra. 


IN  SENATE. 
TcKSDAT,  Febrwtry  19, 1856. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Hcwni  C.  Dti». 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approted. 
EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  laid  before  thj 
Senate  a  message  from  the  President  of  the  Cnitw 
States,  transmitting  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  State,  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate 
of  the  17th  ultimo,  requesting  transcripts  of  «^ 
tain  correspondence  and  other  papers  touching 
the  Republics  of  Nicara^a  and  Costa  Rica,  the 
Mosquito  Indians,  and  3ie  conrention  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  of  the  19th 
of  April,  1850;  which,  oh  motion  by  Mr.  Jojw, 
of  Iowa,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  » 
printed. 

Also,  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  m 
answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  January 
17tli.  The  resolution  called  for  a  copy  of  "^ 
report  of  adjudications  made  by  the  boara.of 
American  commissioners  at  Paris  on  ^*ijj|? 
of  American  citizens  to  indemnity  for  Frenw 
spoliations  prior  to  the  year  1800.  The  Seo^tary 
of  State  says  that,  after  the  most  diligent  searcHi 
no  such  report  can  be  found  in  the  Departneot. 

The  communication  was,  on  motion  by  Mt. 
Hamlin,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  bepnnte*- 

PETITIONS  AND  MBKOWALS. 
Mr.  HALE.  Mr.  President,  1  hare  leceir^ 
and  been  requested  to  present  to  the  S*'*?^'"; 
petition  of  Horatio  J.  Perry,  late  acting  cJiw|t 
d'affaires  of  the  United  States  at  Madrid,  wao 
asks  for  the  difference  between  the  8«J»n^  far 
secretary  of  legation  and  that  of  a  charrt  wr 
the  time  that  he  performed  the  duties  pf  the  to"" 
position;  and,  also,  for  some  additional  comp^ 
sation  for  expenses  incurred.    I  move  tnai  uw 
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placed  on  the  furlough  list  by  the  action  of  the 
naval  board,  asking  to  be  restored  to  the  active 
list.  This  gentleman  ar^es  his  case  at  consid- 
erable leng^ih,  and  furnishes  a  variety  of  testi- 
mony, which  shows  quite  conclusively  that  he  is 
not  only  nn  efficient  and  capable  officer,  but  one 
of  very  high  merit.  His  mcmonal  is  accompa- 
nied by  letters  from  Commodore  Hull,  Commo- 
dore Paulding,  Commodore  Crane,  Commodore 
Ridgley ,  Qommodore  Tattnall  and  various  others, 
nil  tending  to  the  same  result.  Commodore  Hull 
says  that,  if  he  had  been  appointed  to  the  coni- 
mand  of  a  squadron,  he  should  have  selected  this 
gentleman  as  captain  under  him.  Commodore 
Tattnall — in  a  letter  as  late  as  February  4, 1856 — 
speaks  in  such  terms  of  him  that  I  am  tempted 
to  read  a  few  passages: 

<<  I  have  never  known  you  to  eommand  a  ahip  that  wafi 
not  remnrkRble  for  her  hii{h  condition  ;  and  tho«e  whom  I 
have  heard  object  to  your  temper,  as  hasty  bn  duty,  liave 
generally  conceded  to  you  very  higli  qualitiei  as  an  officer, 
and  the  refined  courtesies  of  a  gentleman  in  your  personal 
aiwoctatious. 

**  Some  years  have  elap!>«ed  since,  on  a  certain  occasion, 
I  offered  you  a  testimonial  of  my  efiteem  and  friendship. 
Those  sentiments  are  not  affected  by  the  censure  of  the 
board  of  officers,  and,  without  astsumini^  to  impugn  iti  mo- 
tives or  judjnnenr,  I  muKt  say,  my  old  fneud,  that  the  retir- 
ing of  no  officer  caused  me  as  much  surpriM  as  yours,  and 
that  you  have  my  heartfelt  syrapatliy." 

Sir,  I  know  this  officer  personally,  and  be  re- 
mains in  full  possession  of  all  his  mental  and 
physical  vigor.  He  has  the  reputation  of  being 
an  officer  of  uncommon  ability,  great  knowledge 
of  seamanship,  and  thorough  efficiency  in  every 
particular.  His  temper,  it  is  true,  is  somewhat 
tiasty,  and  has  brought  him  into  difficulties  more 
than  once;  twice  I  believe  he  has  been  court-mar- 
tialed, and  paid  the  penalty  for  those  offenses, 
but  without  his  character  as  an  officer  or  as  a 
ecntlcman  being  called  in  question,  i  move  that 
his  memorial  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

CLAYTON-BULWER  TREATY. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  wish  to  state  to  the  Senate, 
that  I  received  a  note  this  morning  from  the 
Senator  from  I)elaware,  [Mr.  Clayton,]  who,  I 
regret  to  say,  informs  me  that  he  is  very  much 
indisposed,  and  not  likely  very  soon  to  come  into 
the  Senate,  in  which  he  has  suggested  that  the 
reference  of  the  letter  of  Loi^  John  Russell 
should  be  made.  I  therefore  ask  that  the  Senate 
will  now  take  it  up  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Tennessee.  I  wish  to  submit 
some  remarks  on  the  subject  of  that  reference 
before  it  is  disposed  of.  It  is  only  recently  that 
I  have  had  any  inclination  to  take  part  in  the 
debate. 

Mr.  MASON.  ^  I  will  not  press  the  reference 
of  the  paper  after  it  is  taken  up,  if  the  gentleman 
then  expresses  a  dcsir^  to  go  on.  I  only  ask  that 
it  may  be  taken  up. 

The  PRESl  DENT.  The  morning  buainesrf  is 
not  yet  disposed  of. 

Mr.  MASON.     Very  well;  then  I  shall  wait. 

After  the  transaction  of  other  business, 

Mr.  MASON  again  rose  and  said:  I  hope  the' 
paper  will  now  be  taken  up.  The  Senator  from 
Delaware  will  not  be  able  to  be  here. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  I  apprehend  it  is  too 
late  to  accomplish  the  object  of^  my  friend  from 
Virginia  in  calling  up  that  matter.  It  is  nearly 
one  o'clock. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  submit  the  matter  entirely  to 
the  convenience  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky. 
As  he  does  not  desire  that  the  subject  shall  now 
be  taken  up,  I  withdraw  my  motion. 

WITHDRAWAL  OF  PAPERS. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BRODH^AD,  it  was 

Orderedf  Ttiat  the  memorial  of  Bobcrt  Graham,  praying 
for  the  confirmation  of  hiM  title  to  certain  land,  and  com- 
pensation  for  otlier  land  which  belonged  to  him,  but  wan 
■old  by  the  United  States,  be  witlidrawn  from  the  Alea  of 
the  Senate,  und  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTER,  it  was 
Ordered^  That  the  memorial  of  the  heirs  of  M^or  Samuel 
ficott,  an  olftcor  of  the  Revolution,  praying  for  the  bounty 
land  due  to  tlieir  ancestor  by  reaolation  of  the  Legislature 
nf  V'ii^nia,  Which  they  were  unable  to  obtain,  on  account 
of  their  pa|>erw  being  mislaid  in  the  Pension  OfRce  b^  the 
Govcnunont  ofHcera  there,  and  not  being  found  until  the 
rctfolutiun  exfrired  by  limitation,  be  wiilidrawn  fVom  the 
tiles  (if  the  S«nnte,  and  referred  to  the  Coimnittce  on  Kevo- 
lutionnry  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PEARCE,  it  was 

Ordered y  That  the  memorial  of  James  II.  G'alc,  pranng 


to  be  allowed  the  bounty  land  to  which  hi!f  brother  was 
entitled,  as  an  officer  of  tlie  Army  of  the  United  States,  ba 
withdrawn  from  the  files  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to  tlie 
Committee  on  Public  Land^. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  Mr.  President,  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  on  the  13th  instant,  it 
was  ordered  **  tliat  Mr.  Broom  be  permitted  to 
take  from  the  files  the  petition  of  Elizabeth  Mont- 
gomery, with  the  accompanying  documents,  to 
be  submitted  to  the  Court  of  Claims."  Upon 
search  there  it  was  ascertained  that  the  papers 
were  in  the  Senate.  I  move  that  leave  be  granted 
to  withdraw  the  petition  of  Elizabeth  Montgom- 
ery, heir  of  Hu^h  Montgomery,  praying  for 
remuneration  for  Tosses  and  services  during  the 
revolutionary  war,  from  the  files  of  the  Senate, 
and  refer  them  to  the  Court  of  Claims. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  RUSK,  it  was 

Orderedj  That  the  petition  of  James  Harrington,  praying 
for  indemnity  for  sickness  and  loss  of  time  in  the  United 
States  service,  be  withdrawn  from  the  files  of  the  Senate, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  AflUrs. 

COMMITTEE  REPORTS. 

Mr.  EVANS.  Some  time  ago  several  petitions, 
which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  four  in  number,  were 
presented  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rev- 
olutionary Claims.  Thev  are  petitions  from  the 
heirs  of  revolutionary  soldiers,  who  were  alive  at 
the  passage  of  the  act  of  3d  March  last,  but  have 
died  since;  and  according  to  tlie  rule  which  has 
been  established  in  the  Department  their  heirs 
cannot  get  the  land.  Although  these  claims  ori- 
ginated in  the  Revolution,  the  subject  to  which  they 
relate  docs  not  belong  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Committee  on  HcvoTutionary  Claims.  I  am, 
therefore,  directed  by  that  committee  to  move  that 
they  be  discharged  irom  the  consideration  of,  the 
petitions  of  the  neirs  of  Benjamin  Hathaway,  of 
the  heirs  of  Oliver  Weeks,  of  the  heirs  of  Elisha 
Williams,  and  the  heirs  of  Isaac  S.  Whitford, 
and  that  those  petitions  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  tlic  same  committee,  to 
whom  were  referred  the  petition  of  citizens  of  De 
Kalb  county,  Alabama,  in  behalf  of  Sarah  Ben^, 
the  petition  of  John  Vreeland,  and  the  petition 
of  John  Burkhalter,  all  praying  for  pensions, 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  their  further  consid- 
eration, and  that  they  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Pensions;  which  was  agreed  to. 

AMENDMENTS  OF  THE  RULES. 

Mr.  HALE  submitted  the  foHowiog  resolution; 

which  was  considered  by  unanimous  consent,  and 

agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Printing  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  tlie  expediency  of  reporting  a  resolution  or 
rule  providing  for  the  distrilmiion  of  documents  ordered  to 
be  printed  by  tlie  Senate. 

Mr.  WELLER  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
move  so  to  amepd  the  rules  of  the  Senate  as  to 
provide  that  each  State  shall  be  called  in  its  turn 
for  the  presentation  of  petitions. 

MAIL  FAILURES. 

Mr.  FOSTER.    I  offer  the  following  resolution, 

and  I  ask  for  its  immediate  consideration : 

Rewlvedy  That  the  Postmaster  General  be  requentcd  to 
communicate  to  the  Senate  the  cauiteor  causes  of  the  very 
fycquent  failure  of  tlie  northern  mail  in  its  transmission  to 
this  city,  and  what  measures  ore  necessary  to  remedy  the 
evil.  ' 

Mr.  YULEE.  The  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  has  called  for  that  informa- 
tion from  the  Post  Office  Department,  and  it  is 
now  being  prepared,  in  order  to  be  sent  to  the 
committee. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  think  the  Senator  from 
Florida  is  mistaken.  According  to  my  recollec- 
tion, the  action  of  the  committee  was  limited  to  a 
call  on  the  Postmaster  General  for  the  reasons 
of  the  failure  of  the  m^il  between  New  York  and 
New  Orleans. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  resolution  wiU  lie 
over  if  objected  to. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  do  not  understand  that  any 
Senator  objects. 

The  resolution  was  considered  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  agreed  to. 

BILLS  INTRODWCED. 

Mr.  BIGr€rS  asked  and  obtained  unanimous 

consent  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution  declarinj^ 

in  what  manner  the  pension  laws  for  the  benent 

of  the  Cheroko«»  Indian»  shall  be  executed;  which 


was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  ihe 
Committee  on  Indian  Afiairs. 

Mr.  HAMLIN,  in  pursuance  of  previous 
notice,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  to  amend  and  consolidate  the  n&Tic:atioD. 
revenue,  and  collection  laws  of  the  United  S(a(«t, 
and  for  other  purposes;  which  was  read  tvice  br 
its  title  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
n)erce.  He  stated  that  he  did  not  ask  for  iti 
printing,  because  the  bill,  which  ii  a  very  long 
one,  had  been  printed  at  the  last  session. 

Mr.  MALLORY,  in  pursuance  of  prcYioog 
notice,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduM  a 
bill  to  incorporate  the  St.  Thomas's  Literary  So- 
ciety, in  the  District  of  Columbia;  which  waa  read 
twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  GEYER,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  **  An  act  to  provide  for  tlie 
payment  of  horses  and  other  property  loit  and 
destroyed  in  the  military  service  of  tne  Unit«d 
Slates,**  approved  March  3,  1849;  which  \ras 
read  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

PRINTING  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Mr.  HUNTER,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance,  reported  a  joint  resolution  (S.  R.  5)  to 
supply  a  deficiency  in  the  appropriations  for  pnii- 
ing-  for  the  second  session  of  the  Thirty-Thinl 
Coneress;  which  was  read  a  first  time,  and  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  Tlie  object  of  this  joiot  rci- 
olution  is  to  allow  the  use  df  the  priniiDf  4U)pro- 
priations  for  this  fiscal  year  to  meet  the  deocien- 
cies  of  the  last  year.  I  ask  for  the  immediate 
consideration  and  passage  of  the  joint  resolutioo. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  joint  resolution  was 
read  a  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole.  It  proposes  to  authorize  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  apply  so  much  ai 
may  be  necessary  of  the  appropriations  for  print- 
ing and  paper  for  the  Thirty-Fourth  CongrcM,  to 
the  deficiencies  in  the  appropriations  for  ue  print- 
ing of  the  second  session  of  the  Thirtf-Thiid 
Congress. 

The  joint  resolution  was  reported  to  thcSeiuit« 
without  amendment,  ordered  to  be  eneroased  for 
a  third  reading,  and  was  read  the  thira  time  aod 
passed. 

BOUNTY  LAND  LAW. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Represeotatires, 
(H.  R.  8,)  to  amend  **  the  act  in  addition  to 
certain  acts  granting  bounty  land  to  certain  of- 
cers  and  solmers  who  have  been  engaeed  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  Slates,  tpprored 
March  3,  1855,  was  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  ask  that  the  biU  may  be  nov 
read  a  second  time,  and  refbrred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  was  read  the  second  time;  and  the 
question  was  stated  to  be  on  referruig  it  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  This  biM  conlaiw  but  a 
single  section,  repealing  a  clause  in  the  bounty 
land  law  of  1855,  and  I  suggest  to  my  friend  from 
Michigan  the  propriety  of  sufiering  it  to  lie  on 
the  table  until  to-morrow  morning,  so  UwU  Sent- 
tors  may  look  at  it,  and  then,  perhaps,  we  may 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  there  is  no  necemW 
for  its  reference.  In  the  mean  time,  I  will  conwlt 
with  the  head  of  the  Department  which  haaherf- 
tofore  executed  the  bounty  land  laws,  in  regud 
to  this  subject. 

Mr.  STUART.  If  I  state  to  the  Senator  frtj" 
Pennsylvania  what  is  the  present  condition  of  iw 
subject  to  which  the  bill  relates  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  I  apprehend  he  will  coo- 
cur  with  my  motion.  Several  petitions  hare  been 
presented  to  the  Senate  and  referred  to  that  cos- 
mittee  respecting  the  same  subject,  and  ^be  con^ 
mittee  have  matured,  or  nearly  matured,  a  buJ  w 
effect  the  object.  Now,  if  there  be  anythm^  w 
the  bUl  passed  by  the  House  of  RepreienuUT^ 
which  should  be  embodied  in  that,  or  w»»*" 
should  change  the  views  of  the  committee,  itc«^ 
tainly  is  better  to  have  the  matter  presented  » 
the  Senate  as  a  whole.  The  object  of  the  toni- 
mittee  on  Public  Lands,  as  the  <l«*^"9"  "jj 
stands  before  them,  is  to  present  a  bill  ^*»"*''JJ 
meet  all  the  cases  that,  in  their  judgment,  oup 
to  be  provided  for;  and,  M^th  a  view  to  U»ai,i 
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as  the  Gk)vernor  may  direct.  The  GJovernor  of 
the  Territory  (GJoveroor  Reeder,  the  contestant) 
required  that  Legislature  to  assemble  at  Pawnee. 
The  Legislature  did  assemble  on  the  day  named 
in  the  Governor's  proclamation  at  Pawnee,  and 
organized  by  the  election  of  its  presiding  and  other 
officers.  When  thus  legally  organized  in  the  cus- 
tomary mode,  QoTernor  Keeoer  recognized  the 
lejgal  existence  of  that  Legislature,  ana  sent  to  it 
his  message,  with  recommendations  for  its  con- 
sideration and  action.  That  message  was  re- 
ceived, read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  So  far, 
no  difficulty  nor  disagreement  had  occurred. 
•  The  Legislature,  being  assembled  upon  a  mili* 
tary  reserve,  at  a  town  laid  out  upon  it  in  viola- 
tion of  law,  and  in  which  Gh)vernor  Reeder  was 
himself  interested  as  a  proprietor,  without  build- 
ings provided  for  its  sessions,  or  suitable  accom- 
modations for  its  members,  adjourned  its  sittings 
to  the  Shawnee  Mission,  where  proper  accommo- 
dations for  the  Le^lature  and  its  members  were 
furnished .  This  adjoummen  t  was  made  by  virtue 
of  an  act  of  the  Le^slature  passed  in  due  form  by 
a  unanimous  vote  in  one  House,  and  but  a  single 
dissenting  voice  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, after  it  had  been  vetoed  by  Governor  Reeder. 
It,  therefore,  became  a  law  in  the  manner  provided 
for  by  the  act  organizing  the  Territory  of  Kansas. 
The  Legislature  then  assembled  at  Shawnee 
Mission,  and  there  passed  laws  prescribing  the 
qualifications  of  voters  and  the  qualifications  for 
holding  office.  It  exercised  all  tne  power  that  is 
recognized  to  exist  in  a  Legislative  Assembly; 
and!  contend  that  it  rightfully  exercised  such 

Eower.  Having  adjourned  from  Pawnee,  and 
aving  been  regularly  organized  at  Shawnee 
Mission,  the  Legislature  there  proceeded  to  pass 
a  law  prpviding  for  the  election  of  a  Delegate 
to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States;  and  un- 
der that  law,  so  enacted,  a  Delegate  was  elected, 
was  admitted  to  a  seat  on  this  floor,  and  now 
claims  that  he  has  a  right  to  that  seat.  Why 
does  Gfovemor  Reeder  come  here  contesting  that 
election  ?  On  what  ground  does  he  contest  the 
right  of  the  sitting  member?  He  alleges  that  the 
laws  passed  by  the  Legislature  are  invalid  because 
they  w%re  not  enacted  at  the  proper  place.  I  have 
shown  the  Legislature  had  power  to  adjourn,  in 
the  manner  it  did,  to  meet  at  Shawnee  Mission. 
The  Kansas-Nebraska  act  itself  declares  that  the 
powers  of  that  Legislature  shall  extend  to  all 
rightful  subjects  of  legislation;  and  there  can  be 
no  question  that  the  power  is  inherent  in  every 
Legislative  Assembly,  unless  restricted  by  the 
organic  law,  to  adjourn  to  such  time  and  place 
as  may  suit  its  own  convenience.  No  sucn  re- 
striction can  be  shown. 

What  is  proposed  to  be  elicited,  in  the  event  of 
the  adoption  or  the  resolution  ?  Is  it  proposed  to 
spin  out  this  election  contest  until  the  close  of  this 
session,  by  sending  for  persons  and  papers  ?  The 
very  act  of  Congress  wiiich  provides  for  con- 
tested elections  points  out  the  manner  in  which 
persons  who  may  contest  the  right  of  any  member 
to  a  seat  on  this  floor  shall  proceed.  It  provides 
that,  after  giving  notice  of  a  seat  being  contested, 
notice  shall  be  given  of  the  time  and  place  for 
taking  depositions.  And  I  ask,  do  you  in  this 
ease  expect  to  bring  here  the  people  of  Kansas  or 
of  the  borders  of  Missouri,  for  the  purpose  of 
deposing  before  the  Committee  of  Elections? 
Where  is  the  investigation  to  end?  What  is  to 
be  the  result  of  it?  Can  anything  result  ftx>m  it  ? 
Suppose  this  House  declare  the  seat  of  the  Dele- 
gate from  Kansas  vacant,  how  can  that  Territory 
be  represented  here  in  this  Congress  ?  Can  it  be 
represented  in  any  other  way  tmm  by  an  election 
held  pursuant  to  the  laws  of  the  Territory  of 
Kansas  ?  Are  you  to  say,  and  will  this  House  say, 
that  a  person  elected  by  a  portion  of  the  people 
of  that  Territory,  or  who  claims  to  be  elected 
by  a  portion  of  the  people  of  that  Territory, 
without  any  law  authonzing  such  an  election,  and 
in  dejitmee  if  law ^  is  entitled  to  a  seat  on  this  floor  ? 
Will  you  say  that  the  laws  of  that  Territory  are 
to  be  trampled  under  foot,  and  that  you  will 
disregard  tncm,  and  accept  as  a  Delegate  from 
that  Territory  a  man  who  avows  in  his  petition 
that  he  does  not  claim  any  rigRt  to  a  seat  on  this 
floor  under  the  acts  of  a  Legislature  called  into 
existence  by  our  own  laws  ? 

I  desire  now  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  law  regulating  and  providing  for  the  elec- 
tion of  a  Dologate  from  the  Territory  of  Kansas. 


Speaking  of  the  election  of  a  Dele^te  from  the 
Territory  of  Kansas,  the  act  prescribes  that  the 
firstelection  **  shallbe  heldat  such  time  and  places, 
and  be  conducted  in  such  manner  as  the  Grover- 
ernor  shall  appoint  and  direct;  and  at  all  subse- 
quent elections,  the  time,  places,  and  manner  of 
holding  the'election  sliall  be  prescribed  by  law." 
Prescribed  by  whom  ?  By  the  Territorial  Legis- 
lature. The  first  election,  as  I  have  before  re- 
marked, has  taken  place  under  this  organic  act. 
Therefore,  this  act,  so  fiur  as  that  is  concerned,  is 
funcitu  officio;  the  act  is  performed.  The  first 
election  for  which  the  law  provides  tookplace  in 
1854,  under  the  immediate  direction  of  Governor 
Reeder  hin)3elf.  No  subsequent  election  can  be 
ordered  by  and  be  under  the  control  of  the  Gov- 
ernor, but  is  to  be  held  by  virtue  of  the  laws 
which  may  be  enacted  by  the  Territorial  Legisla- 
ture of  Kansas,  and  not  otherwise.  But  suppose 
the  seat  of  the  Delegate  of  the  Territory  snould 
be  declared  vacant;  suppose  you  should  not  admit 
Reeder  to  a  seat;  how,  then,  can  the  people  of  the 
Territory  of  Kansas  be  represented  here,  unless 
it  be  under  that  same  law,  under  which  the  Dele- 
gate, Greneral  Whitfield,  has  been  elected? 

I  cannot  see,  then,  that  any  good  is  to  result 
from  this  investigation  proposed  by  this  Com- 
mittee of  Elections.  Send  for  persons  and  papers ! 
Had  not  the  claimant,  and  any  other  persons 
who  saw  fit  to  contest  the  election  of  General 
Whitfield,  opportimities  furnished  by  the  law  of 
the  land  to  take  depositions  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  any  illegality  or  irregularity  concern- 
ing this  election  ?  Did  not  the  person  [Governor 
Reeder]  contesting  the  seat  of  General  Whitfield 
give  notice  that  he  would  take  depositions  for  the 

Surpose  of  defeating^  the  right  or  General  Whit- 
eld  to  a  seat  on  this  floor  ?  And  why  has  not 
this  intention  been  carried  out  ?  Why  shall  the 
people  be  taxed  to  bring  witnesses  two  thousand 
miles  to  supply  his  neglect  ?  Has  he  not  failed 
to  take  any  depositions,  or  to  make  any  eflTort  to 
procure  depositions,  for  the  purpose  of  establish- 
mg  the  points  he  has  mentionedf  in  his  notice  ? 

This  notice  was  served  on  General  Whitfield 
some  time  in  the  month  of  October  or  November 
last?  and  shortly  after  the  election  was  held, 
without  the  authority  of  territorial  or  national 
law,  by  the  traitors — I  say,  by  the  trtdton — by 
the  men  who  dare  to  stemd  up  m  the  presence  of 
this  great  nation  and  declare  that  tne  laws  of 
Kansas  shall  not  be  enforced,  and  that  they  will 
resist  them  with  Sharpens  rifles,  and  at  all  haz- 
ards; by  those  men  who  are  now  endeavoring  to 
foment  rebellion,  and  bring  about  a  civil^ar  in 
the  Territory  of  Kansas,  by  maligning  the  people 
of  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  representing  them 
as  **  border  ruffians,"  who  have  invaded  that 
Territory,  and  set  at  naught  and  at  defiance  the 
laws  which  the  people  of  that  Territory  have 
enacted ! 

"Border  ruflians!"  Prom  whom  comes  this 
opprobious  epithet?  It  has  been  uttered  else- 
where in  this  Capitol.  That  language  has  been 
applied  this  week,  elsewhere  in  this  Capitol,  to 
the  people  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  was  ut- 
tered by  one  representing  a  State  in  which  large 
numbers  of  its  men  made  war  upon  a  convent, 
destroying  and  burning  it,  while  occupied  by  de- 
fenseless women !  I  aflude  to  the  destruction  of 
the  Ursuline  convent  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts. Was  this  an  appellation  to  be  applied 
to  my  constituents,  and  to  the  people  of  Missouri, 
coming  from  those  who  represent  that  kind  of  a 
constituency— men   who  nave    never  yet  been 

Eunished  for  this  gross  outrage  perpetrated  on 
elpless  females?  These  are  the  **  braves"  who 
say  yiat  the  laws  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of 
Kansas  shall  not  be  enforced,  and  who  stigma* 
tize  the  people  of  Missouri  as  <*  border  ruffians." 
Mr.  Speaker,  what  outrages,  and  by  whom  per- 
petrated,  does  the  recent  message  of  the  Prcsiaent 
of  the  United  States  disclose  in  relation  to  this 
matter? 

Wlien  the  people  of  the  town  of  Lawrence,  in 
the  Territory  of  Kansas,  had  assembled  for  the 
purpose  of  resisting  the  sheriff  of  the  county  in 
which  that  town  is  situated  in  the  execution 
of  process — when  the  people  of  that  town  had 
rescued  a  person  who  was  in  his  custody,  ar- 
rested under  a  legal  warrantfor  a  criminal  oflTense 
—then  it  was  that  these  Lawrence  Free-Soilers 
commenced  their  work  of  house-burning.  They 
were  guilty  of  tlje  crime  of  arson.  They  selected 


three  fhmilies  in  the  neighborhood  who  belieTed 
it  was  right  that  slavery  should  be  recognizMl  in 
that  Territory,  burned  their  houses  in  Uie  night- 
time, and  turned  their  families  out  of  doors  in  the 
most  inclement  weather. 

Mr.  MACE.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order.  Mj 
poi^jt  is,  that  the  proposition  before  the  House u 
to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  to  ascertain  tbe 
legality  or  illegality  of  the  election  of  the  Dele- 
gate to  this  House  from  that  Territory;  and  upon 
that  proposition,  I  apprehend,  it  is  out  of  order 
to  discuss  the  ^neral  fights  in  Kansas,  or  to  dii- 
cuss  the  burning  of  houses  in  Kansas  or  elie- 
where.  • 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  perhaps  in  order  to 
debate  the  character  of  the  information  to  be 
elicited  by  the  resolution. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  Yes,  Mr.  Speaker;  the  con- 
test  may  as  well  take  place  upon  this  resolution 
as  any  other;  it  may  as  well  take  place  now  as  a 
any  future  time.  Then  occurred  the  proceedings 
out  of  which  have  arisen  the  charges  which  hare 
been  made,  that  the  people  of  Missouri  had  wan- 
tonly invaded  the  Territory  of  Kansas.  When 
the  rumor  went  forth  that  the  people  of  the  town 
of  Lawrence  had  determined  to  resist  the  execu- 
tion of  the  laws  of  the  Territory — when  it  bad 
been  resolved  by  the  convention  neld  by  the  Free- 
Soilers  at  Big  Springs  that  they  would  resist  the 
laws  enacted  by  the  Le^lature  of  the  Territory 
of  Kansas;  that  they  would  not  be  bound  by 
them — when  these  annunciations  were  made  by 
bodies  of  men  assembled  in  different  parts  of  the 
Territory — when,  in  continuance  ot  these  pro- 
ceedings, they  appointed  delegates  to  hold  a 
convention  for  the  purpose  of  adopting  a  State 
constitution — I  say,  when  all  these  unlawful  pro- 
ceedings had  taken  place,  it  had  the  effect  to  alarm 
the  people  living  on  the  borders  of  the  Stale  of 
Missouri,  who  had  numerous  relatives  and  friendi 
residing  in  Kansas.  And,  sir,  had  they  no  cause 
for  being  alarmed  ?  They  had  heard  of  the  foma- 
tion  of  emigrant  aid  societies  in  various  paru  of 
the  non-slavcholding  portion  of  the  Union,  formed 
under  the  lead  of  members  of  Congress.  An 
emigrant  aid  society  was  formed,  of  which  the 
^nUcman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Mice,]  who  has 
lust  interrupted  me,  was  secretary;  and  a  mem- 
oer  of  the  last  Congress,  not  now  holding  a  seat 
upon  this  floor,  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Good- 
nch,l  was  president.  Under  their  direction,  fundi 
had  been  raised  at  various  quarters  in  the  North 
— for  what  purpose }  To  aid  persons  in  the  Eist 
to  emigrate  to  tne  Territory  of  Kansas.  To  aid 
what  class  of  people  ?  To  aid  none  but  those 
holding  opinions  in  opposition  and  antagonistical 
to  the  mstitutions  of  the  State  of  Missouri. 

But,  sir,  the  people  of  Missouri  did  not  take 
alarm  at  this  prehminary  organization.  They 
did  not  take  alarm  until  similar  societies  and  or- 
ganizations had  been  formed  in  New  York,  io 
Massachusetts,  in  Connecticut,  and  in  otherStatei. 
When  they  found  that  these  extensive  organia- 
tions  had  been  formed,  and  were  actually  levying 
and  expending  a  large  amount  of  funds,  by  the 
aid  of  which  a  large  number  ofpersons  were  emi- 
grating to  the  Territory  of  Kansas;  and  when 
these  emigrants  passed  through  the  State  of  Mn- 
souri,  loudly  threatening  the  institutions  of  that 
State;  when  they  said  "  We  go  to  the  Teirito^ 
of  Kansas,  to  make  it  a  Free-Soil  State  in  the 
first  place,  and  having  accomplished  our  purpose 
in  that  respect,  our  attention  will  next  be  turned 
to  the  institutions  of  your  State"— I  «y"^ 
all  this  had  a  tendency  to  alarm,  and  did  alarm, 
the  people  of  the  State  of  Missouri.  It  had  a 
tendency  to  arouse  their  indignation.  IfperfOO" 
had  the  right,  under  the  patronage  of  emigaot 
aid  societies,  to  emigrate  to  the  Territory  of  Kan- 
sas, for  the  purpose  of  voting  in  their  eleclionsi 
the  people  of  Missouri  had  the  same  right  to  go 
within  the  limits  of  the  Territory  for  the  same 
purpose,  and  self-defense  required  it  to  be  dooe. 

And  yet,  sir,  our  people  thus  provoked  harebetf 
stigmatized  as  *♦  border  ruffians."  Sir, the  peop« 
of  the  State  of  Missouri  have  only  sought  the  m*«»* 
tenance  of  law  and  order.  They  are  for  the  pres- 
ervation of  law ;  they  seek  to  subvert  no  law;  they 
seek  to  overturn  no  existing  government;  they»'< 
satisfied  with  the  laws  of  tlie  Territory  as  they  do* 
exist.  They  would  have  been  satisfied  UiaitM 
Territory  should  go  on  and  be  populated  aftw 
other  Territories  of  the  United  SUtes  have  b<*o 
populated.    They  did  not,  immediately  «««r  "•' 
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tion  lo  ihe  Terriloiy  of  Kansas.  They  did  not 
■eektoaid  or  pneonrage  the  citizens  of  (he  State  of 
Missouri  to  emigrate  (here.  But  for  the  fact  that 
theBcemlgnuit  societies  were  fonned,  under  which 
CToigianla,  aa  tiiej  passed  through  the  Stale  of 
Missouri  on  their  way  to  Kansas,  avowed  the 
offcDsivc  object  of  their  mission  Ihilher,  the  peo- 
ple of  Missoiiri  would  have  allowed  Uie  settle- 
ment of  the  Territory  to  have  gone  on  as  peace- 
ably and  quietly  hb  the  settieroent  of  the  Torri- 
tory  ofNebraska.  Bui  gentlemen  are  pleased  to 
term  this  state  of  things  as  the  legitimate  fruits  of 
the  paasBge  of  the  Kansas  and  Nebraska  act. 
Sir,  I  ask  if  it  is  right  thus  to  term  these  as  the 
Truits  of  the  passage  of  that  bill?  No,  Mr. 
Speaker;  they  are  the  tceitimate  fruits  of  an  or- 
ganization concocted  and  matured  here  immedi- 
nlety  afler  the  passage  of  the  act,  and  lapidiy 
extended  by  the  AboLitionisls  of  the  country. 
They  have  sought  to  send  to  that  Territory  large 
numbers  of  persona  for  the  express  purpose  of 
voting,  and  by  (heirfotes  forcing  upon  the  Terri- 
tory institutions  in  opposition  to  those  existing  in 
the  Slate  of  Missouri,  at  war  with  the  safety  of 
tbe  institutions  of  that  State. 

And,  sir,  when  these  events  took  place  in  Kan- 
BBs ,  in  November  last,  many  people  from  Missouri 
and  other  portions  of  (he  South  had  emigrated 
to  that  Territory,  and  when  the  tocsin  of  nlann 
was  sounded;  when  it  was  said  that  the  met)  sent 
there  by  these  emigrant  aid  societies,  the  Free- 
State  men,  had  determined  to  drive  from  the  Terri- 
toryall  pro-slavery  settlers;  when,  in  pursuance  of 
that  determination,  the  houses  of  the  pra-slayery 
men  were  burnud,  and  their  familiea  deprived  of 
'  the  shelterof  their  own  roofs  in  inclement  wealber, 


was  natural  they  should  feel  deep  all 
'    '    '    '  lends  llvine  in  the  t 

should  feel  great  solicitude  for 


tural  their  friends  llvini 
■which  they  came  should  feel  _. 
their  safety.  Sir,  if  I  had  had 
an  intimate  friend  who  had  emigrated  to  that  Ter- 
ritory, and  1  should  hear  thot  an  insurrection, 
a  rebellion  had  taken  place  in  the  Territory,  by 
which  his  safety,  and  even  his  life,  was  threat- 
ened, I  would  have  been  willing  to  have  gone 
there  and  stood  by  his  sifle  to  asaiiit  him  in  his 
defense,  and  in  (he  maintenance  of  law;  and  it  is 
natural  that  the  people  in  tbo  Slate  of  Missouri, 
under  such  circumstances,  should  have  such  feel' 


h  thing. 


"^ 
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aStatcGovemmenlon  the  first  Monday  of  March, 
lo  supercede  the  tcrrilorial  government  estab- 
liahed  by  the  United  States;  and  the  to-be-Goi- 
ernor  of  this  faction  has  sent  by  express  a  com- 
munication to  the  President  and  to  iha  Governors 
of  Slates,  stating  that  a  descent  upon  the  town  of 
Lawrence  is  threatened — that  an  srmed  force  is 
colleclinc,  the  object  of  which  is  to  destroy  the 
town.  And  this  dispatch  has  been  sent,  1  pre- 
Eume,  lo  the  Governor  of  every  non^laveholding 
Slate  whose  Legislature  is  in  session,  to  be  pre- 
sented to  their  respective  Legislatures,  soliciting 
"aid-  Thst  armed  men,  with  which  f  ' 
against  the  territorial  government, 
wanted  is  clearly  evidenced  by  the  fact  thai.  il  m 
proposed  by  an  abolition  member  of  the  Ohio 
Legislature  lo  raise  and  march  into  Kansas  fire 
repmenla  of  troops. 

This  assumption  is  at  once  impudent  and 
wicked.  The  people  of  Missouri  desire  to  break 
no  lawBi  nor  do  they  desire  lo  see  the  laws  bro- 
ken and  trodden  under  foot  by  intrusive  and 
armed  men.  .They  stand  ready  to  honestly  abide 
by  the  taws  of  Ihe  Territory  as  they  exist,  and 
by  such  laws  as  the  people  c^  Kansas  may  right- 
fully adopt;  and  they  are  not  likely  to  quietly 
stand  by  aod  see  traitors  overturn  tlie  laws  of 
Kansas  by  force,  and  erect  a  government  against 
the  wishes  of  the  majority  of  the  people  thereof, 
and  in  violation  of  the  laws  and  authority  of  the 
United  Slates. 

When  citizens  of  Miasoari,  who  resided  im- 
mediately upon  the  border  of  Kansas  and  bad 
relatives  in  thai  Territory,  went  to  their  aid, 
everything  was  conducted  properly  and  in  the 
strictest  complinnce  with  law.  There  was  no 
descent  made  upon  the  town  of  Lawrence;  there 
.w«a  at  the  time  within  six  ailes  of  IhU  place  a 


's  by  Ihe 


force  capable  of  ils  easy 
have  been  destroyed  in  an 
of  Missouri  deaiied  no  su 
nor  of  the  Territory  bad  i 
gentlemen  who  represented  themselves  as  of  au- 
thority in  the  town  of  Lawrence-  It  was  pro- 
posed (hat  they  should  submit  to  tbe  course  of 
the  law.  The  arrangement  was  agreed  to;  it  was 
enured  into  by  the  Governor  of  the  Territory, 
and,  as  I  have  already  slated,  by  some  persons 
of  Lawrence,  speaking  in  behalf  of  the  remainder 
of  the  people  of  that  town.  So  soon  as  this  in- 
fonnaUon  was  communicated  to  the  troops  en- 
camped upon  the  Wakarusa,  they  immediately 
disbanded,  and  returned  quietly  to  their  homes. 
True  it  is,  that  some  of  them  had  been  invited  to 
come  for  a  fight,  and  some  were  anxious  that  thejt 
should  have  afight,  regardless  of  the  Sharpe  's  rides 
and  tbe  cannon  which  were  said  to  be  ready  to  greet 

A  Voice.     Did  they  not  run  back  ? 

Mr.  PHELPS.  No,  sir.  You  cannot  ftigJilen 
them.  They  did  not  run,  and  from  a  foe  they 
never  will  run.  When  the  agreement  was  made 
that  the  iawsof  tbe  Territory  should  be  enforced, 
they  were  entirely  satisfied.  That  which  tbey 
sought  after  was  accomplished,  and  they  were 

wiUing  to  return  to  tlielr  homes.    They ■" 

ing  to  submit  to  the  execution  of  the  la< 
civil  officers  of  tbe  Territory. 

Mr.  Speaker,  in  my  opinion,  the  main  cause 
of  the  commotion  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  en- 
couraging letters  which  have  been  sent  lo  those 
in  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  wbo  have  been  and 
are  now  endeavoring  to  subvert  the  territorial 
government.  They  were  told  that  Whitfield 
would  be  unseated,  and  that  Reeder  would  take 
bis  place  in  this  Hail  as  their  Delegate.  They 
were  told  that  the  constitution  framed  by  a  hand- 
ful of  men  would  be  recognized  as  tbe  constitu- 
tion of  the  State  of  Kansas ;  that  an  attempt  would 
be  made  to  bring  that  Territory  into  the  Union 
as  a  State  with  that  constitution.  How  many 
votes  were  given  for  that  constitution.'  We  have 
never  been  able  to  accurately,  or  even  approxi- 
moiely  ascertain  the  number  of  voles  cast  for  or 
I  against  that  instrument.  Those  wbo  were  desir- 
ous of  maintaining  tbe  existing  territorial  gov- 
ernment would  not  vote  on  tbe  ijueslion,  because 
there  was  no  taw  providing  for  the  holding  of  tbe 
election;  no  law  providing  that  it  shoidd  be  prop- 
erly conducted.  I  am  informed  thst  at  tbe  elec- 
tion held,  1  believe,  on  tbe  9th  of  October,  and  at 
which  ReedtT  claims  lo  have  been  elected  Dele- 
gate, the  same  persons  voted  for  him  several  times, 
for  the  purpose  of  swelling  his  aggregate  vote. 
This  we  may  readily  believe,  when  we  consider 
his  friends  and  supporters  were  restrained  by  no 
election  laws  whatever.  And  I  am  sure  that  (hero 
can  be  adduced  no  evidence  that  the  oggregate 
number  of  votes  even  claimed ,to  have  been  given 
for  Reeder  is  the  numtier  of  those  wbo  have  sup- 
ported him  in  his  cause,  or  the  cause  of  the  party 
to  which  he  has  attached  himself. 

Mr.  Speskcr,  I  have  risen  for  the  purpose  of 
matung  opposition  lo  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion siOimitled  by  the  Committee  of  Elections.  I 
only  desire  to  know  from  them,  what  it  is  tbey  ex- 
pect to  obtain.'  I  ask  i/hy  the  proper  and  usual 
course  has  not  t>een  pursued  in  this  case  >  I  wish 
to  be  informed  why  notice  was  not  given,  as  pre- 
scribed by  the  law  filing  tlie  mode  for  tbe  con- 
testing of  elections,  enacted  in  1851  .'—why  depo- 
sitions were  nottoken^  Itwaanotincumbenton 
Governor  Reeder  alone  lo  come  forward  and  con- 
test General  Whitfield's  right  to  aseatupon  this 
floor;  that  right  was  posseesed.andcouid  be  exer- 
cised, by  any  othercilJienof  theTerritory.  Any 
of  tbe  citizens  might  have  given  loGencrid  Whit- 
field the  notice  under  the  law,  and  have  then  pro- 
ceeded to  take  depositions  to  sustain  the  points 
which  wouU  take  from  him  tbe  right  to  a  scatin 
this  House.  No  step  of  the  kind  was  taken — 
none  thot  I  have  beard  of;  and  now  the  Commit- 
tee of  Elections  come  forward,  without  any  evi- 
dence before  them,  J  presume,  and  ask  that  per- 
sons and  papers  be  sent  for  front  Kansas.  Are 
these  witnesses  to  be  summoned  on  one  side,  or 
on  both .'  Why  not  let  the  contestantgo  to  Kan- 
sas, and  there  take  depositions^  Why  not  let  his 
attorney  take  such  testimony  for  presentation  here 
as  he  may  believe  important  to  the  elucidation 
and  support  of  his  case;  and  why  not  let  him 
follow  in  the  course  which  has  been  aod  is  in  all 


other  cases  now  panned  by  conic 
make  exception  in  his  esse  P    If 


election  c 


Why 

T  you  make  this 
■cw  tuurse — will  you  not 

ia  regard  to  the  contested 

le  of  Nebraslta,  that  of  NSw  Ik~ 


—mark  out  a 


__ _.  you  make  tbe  e:_..,. 

for  Mr.  Reeder,  will  you  have  any  reason  lo 
[«ruse  it  when  asked  by  any  other  gentleman  who 
is  here  to  contest  seats  of  sitting  roerobers?  But 
why  send  for  persons  to  come  here  and  testify  P 
Why  not  have  their  evidence  taken  in  the  Terri- 
tory?— why  not  have  it  taken  at  their  place  of  res- 
idence? Orisil  that  they  are  brought  here  not 
for  this,  but  for  another  and  a  very  different  pur- 
pose— for  the  purpose  of  makiog  testimony  for 
anotherquestion  which  may  hereallerarise?  lam 
opposed  lo  the  proposition,  and  would  be  opposed 
to  It  if  presented  in  any  other  contested  election 
case.  There  are  several  of  them  to  be  acted  on. 
Establish  the  precedent  in  this  cose — send  for  per- 
sons and  papers  as  now  asked  for — and  the  same 
request  will  be  made  by  every  other  contestant. 
You  may  have  to  send  for  persons  and  papers 
thousands  of  miles.  Look,  then,  to  tlie  delay 
consequent  thereupon  !  I  am  in  favor  of  pursu- 
ing the  usual  course.  The  one  now  sugg'^sted 
and  presented  is,  it  seems  to  me,  entirely  unpre- 
cedcnled,  I  do  not  assert  this  as  a  fact;  1  am  not 
aware  of  any  contested  election  case,  within  the 
last  ten  years,  where  persons  and  papers  were 
sent  for.  Indeed,  I  do  not  recollect  any  contested- 
election  case  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
wbsre  persons  and  papers  were  sent  for.  For 
the  reasons  stated,  and  others  that  I  will  not  now 
take  up  time  in  slating,  I  am  opposed  to  the  prop- 
osition presented  by  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  regret  that,  at  the  present  stage  of  the  proceed- 
ings in  reference  to  the  election  in  Kansas,  the 
genllcman  from  Missouri  should  have  indulged 
in  remarks  of  the  cJiaiacler  of  those  which  ire 
have  just  heard.  They  were  remarks  of  an  exceed- 
ingly exciting,  not  to  say  inflammatory,  nature- 
I  shall  not  follow  him  in  the  course  which  he  pur- 
sued ;  !  shall  simply  address  a  few  words  to  tbe 
House,  to  show  the  propriety  of  tbe  request  made 
by  ihe  Committee  of  Elections  for  authority  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers  in  the  Kansas  con- 
tested-election case-  I  shall  say  nothing  of  border 
lufiisns  or  traitors;  I  shall  not  prejudge  the  case. 
I  do  not  believe  that  the  Committee  of  Elections 


and  justly!  to  do  justice  to  all  parties  in 
ises.  They  know  this  ia  a  question  oi  ioai  ui- 
teresl;  that  it  baa  excited  deep  feeling  in  every 
section  of  the  country.  They  believe  it  is  their 
duty  to  go  to  its  constderation  candidly  and  dis- 

fassionately,  aa  befits  its  gravity  and  magnitude, 
believe  they  will  do  so. 
I  venture  little  to  say,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  a  ma- 


seat  upon  this  floor.  This  is 
opinion,  I  beheve,  of  a  najority  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States.  It  is  tlie  very  general  desire 
that  this  matter  shall  be  fully  investigated;  that 
every  fact  shall  bo  ascertained.  The  quesliou  is 
not  whether  a  Lt^slature,  (daiming  to  be  such, 
paisad  certain  laws,  butw)ietfaer,in  point  of  fact, 
there  was,  or  was  not, any  Legislature  of  the  kind 
which  is  alleged  to  have  existed.  In  this  case 
wa  ntul  Asm  /acli.  The  Hoiue  must  have  evi- 
dence of  the  grounds  and  authority  on  which  Mr. 
Whitfield  takes  a  seat  here.  They  must  know 
whether  it  be  true,  as  has  been  alleged,  and  as  tbe 
newspapers  have  stated,  that  the  election  of  mem- 
bers of  the  LegiBlatuie  was  so  conducted  as,  in 
tan,  lo  be  no  election.  How  can  we  oblain  this 
evidenced  In  the  present  condition  of  the  case, 
how  can  the  committee  procure  the  testimony 
u;  '    t  caiiast,unless  they  have  the  power 

U  parsons  and  papers,  as  they  have 


.J'S,  (interTupting.)  Thegentleman 
the  committee  con  ascertom  whether 
ire  were  tver  Iwallv  assembled,  and 
members  were  legally  elected  lo  tbe 
I  will  call  his  attention  to  ths  act 
the  Territory.    Undei  thai  Ml,  the 
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first  election  of  members  to  the  Legislature  was 
to  take  place  at  such  time  and  place,  and  in  such 
manner  as  the  Governor  of  that  Territory  might 
direct.  Ia.pursuance  of  that  authority,  the  then 
Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas  issued  his 
'proclamation  apjiointing  and  prescribing  the  sev- 
eral places  at  which  the  elections  were  to  be  held, 
the  judges  who  were  to  hold  the  elections,  the 
form  ofihe  oath,  and  other  formalities  in  relation 
to  the  election.  In  that  same  proclamation  he 
required  the  returns  to  be  made  to  him;  and  if 
there  were  five  or  ten  of  the  inhabitants  of  any 
election  district  who  would  make  affidavits,  as- 
Herting  that  they  believed  the  person  claiming  to 
be  elected  had  been  unduly  returned  as  elected, 
he  would  investigate  that  case  and  decide  it.  In 
pursuance  of  that  regulation,  returns  of  election 
were  made  to  Govenior  Reeder,  at  Shawnee  Mis- 
sion. He  proceeded  to  investigate  those  cases  in 
which  any  contest  was  alleged;  and,  in  the  pre- 
rogative claimed  to  be  vested  in  him,  he  refused 
to  issue  certificates  to  two  or  three  members 
claiming  seats  in  the  council,  and  to  some  half 
dozen  cTaiming^^ seats  in  the  House  of  Rt^present- 
atives  of  the  Territory.  He  issued  certificates 
of  election  to  a  majority  of  the  Council,  and  to  a 
majority  of  the  House,  and  he  ipsued  writs  for 
new  elections  to  those  districts  from  which  he 
had  withheld  certificates  of  election;  and  those 
elections  were  subsequently  held.  But  each 
branch  of  that  Legislature,  in  the  exercise  of  the 
power  to  decide  upon  the  election,  return,  and 
qualification* of  its  own  members,  refused  to  rec- 
ognize those  persons  who  were  elected  at  the 
t^econd  election,  and  decided  that  those  persons 
who  claimed  to  have  been  elected  on  the  30th  of 
March  previous  had  been  duly  elected,  and  there- 
fore were  entitled  to  se^ts  in  tlie  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  Kansas.  I  say,  then,  that  the 
tribunal  which  claimed  to  be  competent  to  decide 
upon  the  validity  of  the  election  of  the  members 
or  the  first  Legislature,  made  that  decision,  and 
decided  that  a  majority  of  each  branch  of  that 
Legislature  had  been  duly  elected,  and  were  duly 
quaJified  to  sit  in  that  Legislature;  hence,  there 
was  a  valid  and  legal  Legislature. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  (resuming.)  The  gen- 
tleman from  Missouri  has  assumed  to  decide  the 
question  which  the  Committee  of  Elections  con- 
ceive cannot  be  decided— ought  not  to  be  decided, 
without  the  production  of  testimony  as  to  the 
facts  which  existed  in  the  case.  The  gentleman 
from  Missouri  oi^ues  to  show  that  there  were 
certain  laws  adopted,  established,  enacted  by 
the  Legislature  of  Kansas,  under  which  on  elec- 
tion did  take  place.  That  is  begging  the  ciues- 
tion.  That  is  the  very  fact  concerning  wbicn  we 
would  make  an  inquiry. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON..  I  desire  to  ask  the 
gentleman  a  single  question. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.    Certainly. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  1  ask  him,  whether  in 
any  contested  election  which  has  ever  come  up 
before  this  House,  within  the  knowledge  of  the 
ffcntleman,  this  power  now  asked  has  been  con- 
ferred upon  the  Committee  of  Elections;  and 
Airther,  whether,  under  the  existing  law  provid- 
ing for  contested  elections,  the  contestant  from 
Kansas  has  not  the  power  to  bring  before  the 
committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives  all 
the  testimony  which  could  be  had  by  conferring 
the  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers? 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  In  the  first  place  I  will 
say,  that  the  power  has  been  given  by  this  House 
to  the  Committee  of  Elections  to  send  for  persons 
and  papers,  and  I  believe  in  very  nearly  the 
tiTms  of  this  resolution.  A  similar  resolution 
was  offered  in  one  instance,  which  I  will  cite  for 
the  information  of  the  .gentleman  from  Illinois. 
In  the  celebrated  New  Jersey  contested  case  a 
resolution  was  offered  bj  the  then  chairman  of 
tlie  Committee  of  Elections,  Mr.  Campbell,  of 
South  Carolina,  asking  for  authority  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers,  and  it  was  adopted  by  a  vote 
of  176  to  16. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  Permit  mo  to  make  an 
inquiry,  because  I  have  not  examined  the  case. 
Lot  me  ask  the  gentleman  if  that  was  before  the 
law  was  passed  which  now  exists,  in  relation  to 
sending  for  persons  and  papers? 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  It  was.  In  the  second 
place,  1  will  say,  that  the  existing  law  in  reference 
to  elections,  passed  in  1851,  has  no  reference  to 
elections  in  tnc  Territories.    It  is  in  words  spc- 


cifioallyand  strictly  limited  to  Representatives  in 
Congress  from  the  States,  and  has  no  sort  of  ap- 
plication to  this  case.  Besides,  if  it  had  such 
application ,  it  does  not  exclude  the  House  from  the 
power  to  send  for  perspns  and  papers,  whenever 
they  may  choose  to  do  so.  Each  House,  by  the 
Constitution,  is  made  the  judgp  of  the  returns,  the 
election,  and  the  qualification  of  its  own  members; 
and  each  House  may ,  at  any  time,  under  the  Con- 
stitution, introduce  and  pass  ouch  orders  and 
resolutions  to  procure  testimony,  whether  by  wit- 
nesses or  deposition,  as  it  may  think  proper.  If 
in  any  case  it  may  seem  that  justice  has  not  been 
done,  and  cannot  be  done,  by  resorting  to  the  law 
of  1851,  even  within  the  limits  of  the  States,  it  is 
perfectly  competent,  and  entirely  within  the  power 
of  the  House,  in  such  cases,  to  pass  resolutions 
sending  for  persons  and  papers.  There  can  be 
no  question  about  that.  Kut  the  law  of  1851  has 
no  respect  or  regard  to  the  Territories,  and  does 
not  apply  to  them  in  the  slightest  degree;  so  that, 
so  far  as  respects  the  Question  now  before  the 
House,  we  stand  as  the  House  stood  in  the  New 
Jerspy  election  case. 

I  bolieve  I  have  answered  fully  and  completely 
the  questions  propounded  by  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois. 

The  gentleman  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Phelps] 
asks  why  depositions  have  not  been  taken  ?  1 
imagine  it  will  not  be  very  difficult  for  members 
of  the  House  to  understand  how  it  has  happened 
that  Governor  Reeder  could  not  have  taken  dep- 
ositions before  in  the  Territory  of  Kansas.  He 
gave  notice,  a  tew  days  after  the  election,  or  the 
pretended  election  of  General  Whitfield,  that  he 
should  contest  his  seat;  and  also,  as  has  been 
said  by  the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  that  he 
would  proceed,  at  certain  times  and  places,  to 
take  depositions;  but  I  understand  that  he  was 
unable  to  find  magistrates,  or  persons  qualified 
to  take  depositions  within  the  Territory,  and  who 
would  aid  him  in  that  way.  So  that  it  was  prac- 
tically impossible  for  him  to  procure  the  evidence 
necessary  for  him  to  have  here  in  order  to 
establish  his  case,  or  in  order  to  show  thatGren- 
eral  Whitfield  is  not  entitled  to  his  seat. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Maine,  whether  Governor  Reeder  could  not 
have  had  depositions  taken  before  any  one  of 
the  three  judges  of  the  Territory  ?  Were  they  not 
authorized  to  administer  oaths,  and  were  they  not 
all  three  in  the  Territory  at  that  time,  so  that  the 
contestant  need  not  have  gone  in  search  of  terri- 
torial magistrates  ? 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  understand  that  it  was 
not  practicable  for  Gt)vernor  Reeder,  at  that 
time,  t6  obtain  magistrates  or  persons  qualified 
and  authorized  to  administer  oaths  and  to  take 
depositions.  I  understand  that  there  was,  at  that 
time,  a  question  as  to  who  were  the  judges  in 
point  of  fact;  and  1  am  not  sure — I  have  not 
been  informed — whether  or  not  any  of  these  per- 
sons claiming  to  be  judges  were  at  that  time 
within  the  Territory;  or,  if  so,  whether  they  were 
willing  to  act  in  the  taking  of  depositions  m  this 
case;  but  I  am  informed  to  this  extent:  that  it 
was  practically  impossible  for  Governor  Reeder 
to  take  his  testimony  in  the  form  of  depositions. 
I  understand  that  he  did  take  a  few  depositions, 
and  that  such  as  he  did  take  were  sworn  to  be- 
fore private  individuals  as  the  best  and  all  that 
he  could  do.  It  was  not  in  his  power — and  I 
imagine  tliat  the  House  will  readily  conceive  how 
and  why  it  was  not  in  his  power — in  that  Terri- 
tory, situated  as  it  was,  circumstanced  as  it  was, 
to  obtain  testimony  there;  and  the  House  will 
perceive  how  it  would  be  very  difficult  for  him, 
at  any  time,  to  obtain  testimony  in  the  Territory 
of  Kansas.  Therefore  it  is,  ana  inasmuch  as  the 
questions  which  have  been  argued  here  ought  to 
be  decided  on  proof  and  on  testimony,  and  inas- 
niuch  as  that  testimony  can  only  be  obtained  by 
bringing  the  witnesses  here,  that  the  Committee 
of  Elections  decided  to  ask  in  this  case  that  the 
House  should  do  what  it  has  done  heretofore  in 
other  cases,  and  in  cases  where  there  was  nothing 
like  the  reason,  or  show  of  reason,  for  authoriz- 
ing the  passage  of  such  a  resolution,  as  there  is 
in  the  present  case.  Governor  Reeder,  I  under- 
stand, also  applied  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Terri- 
tory for  leave  to  obtain  copies  of  certain  papers 
which  he  believed  necessary  to  sustain  his  case 
here;  and  copies  of  these  papers,  as  I  am  informed, 
were  refused  him.    These  papers  he  believes 


necessary  to  sustain  his  case.  Without  haviiijg 
them  in  nis  possession,  or  without  knowing  thetr 
contents,  he  would  necessarily  proceed  to  the 
taking  of  other  testimony  unaer  many  embar- 
rassments. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  Committee  of  Elections  be* 
lieved  it  was  due  to  the  House,  due  to  Kansas, 
due  to  the  country,  and  due  to  the  claimants  here, 
in  order  that  there  should  be  a  fair  and  dispas- 
sionate consideration  of  this  question,  and  a  just 
decision  thereon,  that  it  should  have  power  to 
procure  the  attendance  of  persons  who  might  in- 
form it  of  the  facts,  from  which  it  might  infer 
and  decide  whether  it  be  true  or  not,  that  the  elec- 
tion under  which  General  Whitfield  daima  to 
hold  his  seat  was  held  according  to  law;  whether 
the  law  was  binding  and  in  force,  or  was  void; 
and  whether  or  not  the  contestant  is  entitled  to 
his  s**at. 

Without  going  further  into  the  question — fori 
-do  not  believe  it  ought  to  be  discussed  now — and 
having  stated  the  reasons  which  influenced  the 
committee  to  ask  tliis  authority;  and  as  this  ques- 
tion has  been  discussed  at  considerable  length  by 
the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  I,  before  taking  my 
seat,  call  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  addressed  the  Chair. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gendeman  from  Maine 
has  called  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  CRAWFORD.  It  is  very  liberal  on  the 
part  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine  to  call  for  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  hope  the  House  will  vote 
down  the  call  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  OLIVER,  of  Missouri.  I  hope  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maine  will  withdraw  the  call. 

Mr.  CRAWFORD.  Let  it  be  put  to  the  House. 

Mr.  OLIVER.  I  desire  that  the  gentleman 
from  Maine  will  give  me  his  attention,  and  hope 
that  he  will  withdraw  the  call  for  the  previous 
question.  As  a  member  of  the  committee  with 
himself,  and  having  heard  him  with  interest  in 
the  remarks  which  ne  submitted  to  the  Hou«^,  1 
deem  it  but  courteousness  towards  me,  inasmuch 
as  I  differed  from  the  majority  of  the  committe* 
in  the  requisition  made  to  the  House,  that  I  should 
be  heard. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  At  the  suggcation  of 
friends,  and  at  the  request  of  members  of  the 
committee,  I  withdraw  the  call  for  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  do  not  propose,  Mr. 
Speaker,  to  say  much  oil  the  subject  or  this  reso- 
lution. It  involves  one  of  the  extraordinary 
powers  of  this  House,  and  one  which  ought  not 
to  be  inconsiderately  or  rashly  resorted  to.  I  be- 
lieve there  is  but  one  instance,  so  far  as  I  have 
investigated  the  matter,  where,  in  castas  of  con- 
tested elections,  the  House  of  Representatives  has 
ordered  tlie  ending  for  persons  and  papers.  That 
was  the  case  of  the  New  Jersey  election.  Jit  that 
timet  sir,  there  was  no  general  law  qf  the  VnUed 
Stales  regulating  the  taking  qf  teslimcny  in  cases  tf 
contested  elections.  Whether  the  committee  in  that 
case  ever  exercised  any  power  under  the  resolu- 
tion, I  am  not  prepared  at  this  time  to  say.  I  am 
not  going  to  contend  a^nst  the  power  of  ilic 
House,  if  a  proper  occasion  should  arise,  to  give 
such  authority;  but  we  ought  to  inquire  whethsr 
the  necessity  nas  arisen  in  the  present  case,  before 
we  do  exercise  this  power,  and  particularly  in  re- 
lation to  a  Territory  so  distant  as  Kansas,  putting 
witnesses  to  so  great  inconvenience  and  expenses 
in  obeying  our  summons.  The  House  is  unin- 
formed this  morning  by  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions why  it  makes  this  apphcation;  and  I  shaR, 
before  I  take  my  scat,  move  that  the  resolution 
be  referred  back  to  that  committee,  with  insinic- 
tions  to  report  to  this  House  the  grounds  on  which 
it  makes  this  application,  or  their  reasons  for  in- 
voking the  unusual  exercise  of  this  power.  Then 
the  House  and  the  country  will  be  auly  informed 
whether  sufficient  reasons  exist  why  the  rcsolft- 
tion  should  be  adopted.  We,  Mr.  Speaker,  as 
now  advised  in  this  House,  (for  it  is  improper  to 
speak  of  what  has  occurred  in  the  committee,)  can 
only  judge  of  the  matter  submitted  to  us  by  the 
memorialand  notice  given  bythe  gentleman  con- 
testing the  seat  of  General  Whitfield. 

The  memorial  alleges  the  invalidity  of  the  law 
under  which  General  Whitfield,  the  Delegate 
from  the  Territory,  now  holding  his  seat  in  this 
House,  was  elected.  He  aflirms  that  the  law  was 
void-'that  there  was  no  law.    But  how,  sir,  are 
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ed  to  be  tield  on  the  9tb  taitaDt,  for  a  delegate  to 
,  notwithttandinf  that  the  l9t  of  the  month  wag 
egally  preMribed  for  that  poipoee.  At  such  a  pre- 
lection, held  not  only  without  color  of  law,  bat  in 
lation  of  law,  yott  came  forward  aa  a  candidate, 
>poBe  wMne  weak-minded  and  evil-dlspoeed  pereima 
e  voted  for  you.  How  many,  I  am  not  concerned 
,  for  no  numbers  could  impart  validity  to  a  pio> 
lo  lawless  and  disorganising.  And  it  is  with  a  list 
thus  obtained,  taken  and  certified  to  by  Judges 
'  no  oaths,  ana  recognising  no  law  for  their  govern- 
tes  given  ny  persons  of  no  defined  qnaiificttions, 
tined  by  none  of  the  penalties  which  attach  to 
fraudulent  voting,  that  you  win  apply  lo  the  House 
tsentatives  to  vacate  my  seat,  in  order  to  make 
you.  For  carrying  out  so  monirtrous  a  purpose, 
ilate  largely  upon  the  pohtical  comjpleiion  of  that 
porticm  of  which  is  known  to  be  iniected  with  the 
hiome  heresies  of  the  times.) 
dently  predict  that  you  are  again  reckoning  witb- 
host,  and  believe  that  the  House  of  Representar 
t  r^ard  the  mere  suppontion  that  it  could  lend 
K>  revolutionary  and  high-handed  a  proceeding,  as 
on  its  character.  pfompOy  to  be  resented.  You  may 
\n  engendering  ill-feeling  in  the  halls  of  Congress, 
lining  for  yourself  a  sort  of  notoiiew  which,liow-> 
nvlaUe,  you  seem  taprefer  to  the  obscurity  which 
II ;  but  other  advantages  you  will  not  obtain.  In 
n  time,  you  may  enj«^  the  ignoble  satis&ction  of 
Mroduced  and  fomented  an  amount  of  discordant 
Dd  insubordination  to  law  in  this  Territory,  which 
quire  the  labors  4^*  many  better  men  to  reiness,  and 
ch  your  misguided  dupes  and  followers  have  every 
Isar.  For  I  speak  not  the  language  of  threat  and 
but  of  sober  reason,  when  I  say  to  you  that  the 
'this  Territory  are  determined  to  have  laws  and  to 
hem,  whatever  ipay  be  the  hazards  or  the  saoii- 

litted  my  name  at  a  candidate,  and  received  the 
he  law-abiding  portion  of  the  people,  in  conform!^ 
tctment  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  o€  the  Tem- 
there  wasanvthingia  the  constitution  or  conduct 
)dy  calculated  to  invalidate  Hm  acts,  it  will  be  time 
or  me  to  reftiso  obedience  when  a  court  of  com- 
risdiction  shall  have  ao  declared. 
w,  as  revolutimary,  and  destructive  of  all  social 
)  individual  to  aet  up  his  private  judgment  in  oppo- 
constituted  authority. 

American  citisen,  I  hold  it  to  be  my  duty  to  vleld 
e  to  the  laws  under  which  I  live,  and  to  contribute 
owards  enforcing  the  obedience  of  ochem ;  and 
out  reference  to  my  individual  opinion  respecting 
•al  force  or  p<4itieal  expediency.  It  is  precisely 
you  are  swayed  by  opposite  sentiments  that  yon 
i  to  embroil  me  in  a  harassing  controversy, 
lolusion,  I  will  only  further  say,  that  this  brief 
n  is  not  given  as  due  to  you,  but  to  the  end  that 
tionof  the  American  people,  and  of  that  House  of 
itatives  to  which  you  intend  to  appeal,  may  be 
to  the  true  nature  and  grounds  of  tJM  strife  yon 
rovoke.  And  though  I  shall  pay  no  regard  to  ymu 
try  movements,  you  will  yet  find  that  I  shrink 
investigation,  however  searohinf.  If  the  House 
lentatives  shall  so  for  fonet  its  self-respeet  and  Its 
r  patriotic  duty,  as  to  ora<at  a  acnitiny  upon  sueh 
as  you  will  be  able  to  make,  you  win  find  me 
1  the  defense  of  my  own  -rights,  and  those  of  my 
nts.  J.  W.  WHITFIELD. 

ral  Wbitficid  is  dulv  certified  as  having 
cted  in  purBuanoe  of  the  territorial  law  on 
day  of  October,  1855.  It  is  alleged,  how- 
I  the  notice  served  on  him  by  uie  raemo- 
that  the  law  under  which  he  was  elected 
id.  The  Lenslature  passed  the  law;  that 
questioned;  me  Gorvemor  then  in  office 
3n)  mgned  it.  Why,  then,  was  it  invalid 
d  ?  We  come  now  to  the  real  point  in  the 
[f  the  House  can  determine  the  question, 
0  so,  it  seems  to  me,  to-day  as  well  as  at 
cr  time. 

DUNN.    Allow  me  to  ask  a  question. 
e  gentleman  insist  that  this  House  has  no 
inquire  into  the  validity  of  the  law? 
STEPHENS.    I  made  no  such  assertion. 
)UNN.    Then  I  mi^nderstood  the  gen- 

STEPHENS.  Mr.  Speaker^  as  I  was 
nrhen  interrupted,  this  memorialist  passed 
le  election  returns  of  the  very  men  who 
his  very  law  which  he  now  says  has  no 
,  and  calls  upon  us  to  send  for  persons 
ers  to  prove  the  invalidity  of  what  he,  in 
ial  gubernatorial  capacity,  gave  validity 
is,  the  proper  and  legal  organization  of 
islature.  (ientlemcn  say  that  it  is  argued 
ot  inquire  into  the  validity  of  the  law.  I 
ay  that  we  cannot  so  inquire  in  a  proper 
It  this  is  not  such  a  case  in  my  opinion. 
>r  Reeder,  in  this  case,  it  seems  to  me, 
ped  from  questioning  the  validity  of  the 

far  as  it  concerns  the  legality  of  the 
ure.  He  says  he  does  so  in  behalf  of 
le  of  Kansas.  There  is  nobody  else  here 
insas  asking  us  to  take  any  notice  of  the 

We  have  no  memorialist  but  Governor 
limself.  1  want  the  House  to  mark  this 
hold,  then,  that  Governor  Reeder,  out  of 
mouth,  by  his  own  official  act,  is  estopped 


from  den3ring  the  validity  of  the  law,  upon  the 
ground  that  the  Legislature  was  an  illegal  body 
of  men,  unauthorized  to  pass  laws  for  the  Ter- 
ritory. 

This  question,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  repeat,  can  be  de- 
cided as  well  to-day  as  after  witnesses  shall  have 
been  brought  from  Kansas.  Why?  Because 
the  whole  ground  of  objection  of  Governor  Reeder 
and  others,  as  I  understand  the  xase,  against 
the  validity  of  the  law  under  which  the  present 
Delegate  was  elected,  is,  that  the  Legislature, 
whidd  was  duly  recognized  by  Governor  Reeder, 
and  convened  by  him  at  Pawnee  City,  when  con- 
vened at  that  place,  adjourned  their  sessions  to 
Shawnee  Mission.  There  is  no  other  point  made ; 
and  when  we  are  called  on  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers,  we  ought  to  know  from  the  Gomnfittee 
of  Elections  why  it  is  proposed  that  they  shall 
be  sent  for.  Governor  Reeder  can  contest  the 
election  on  no  other  ground  than  the  one  I  have 
stated.  It  was  a  regularly  elected  Legislature, 
and  recognized  as  such  by  him,  so  lonff  as  its 
sessions  were  held  in  Pawnee  City.  He  holds 
that  they  had  no  power  to  adjourn  to  Shawnee 
Mission.  That  is  the^hole  question;  the  Legis- 
lature is  empowered  to  pass  laws  for  the  Terri- 
tory at  Pawnee  City;  but  it  loses  legislative  power 
when  it  sits  at  Shawnee  Mission.  The  Governor 
sanctioned  everything  done  at  Pawnee  City — at 
least  he  did  not  dispute  their  rightful  power  in 
anything  done  there;  but  he  disputes  tne  power 
of  the  Legislature  when  it  adjourned  to  meet  at 
another  place.  This  is  the  question  to  be  settled; 
and  it  may  be  as  well  settled  now  as  at  any  other 
time.  I  say  here,  without  wishing  to  prejudge  this 
Cfise,  that  1  am  as  well  prepared  to-aay  to  decide 
on  that  naked  question,  unless  some  gentleman 
will  give  me  a  new  view  of  it — and  I  am  open  to 
conviction — as  I  shall  ever  be  at  any  other  time. 
I  am  cleariy  of  the  opinion,  &s  at  present  advised, 
that  the  adjournment  of  the  Legislature  from  one 
place  to  another  did  not  deprive  them  of  their 
capacity  to  pass  laws;  that  they  were  as  capable 
at  Shawnee  Mission  as  at  Pawnee  City  to  pass 
laws  to  regulate  the  election  of  Delegate  to  6on- 

fress.    If  gentlemen  hold  different  views,  I  should 
e  glad  to  near  them. 

When  Governor  Reeder  vetoed  the  act  for  the 
removal  of  the  Legislature,  the  bill  was  again 
passed,  not  only  by  the  requisite  majority  to  make 
It  a  valid  law,  out  the  question  was  submitted  to 
the  courts  of  the  Territory.  I  have  before  me 
the  opinion  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  Territory 
in  regard  to  the  legality  of  the  session  of  the 
Legislature  held  at  Shawnee  Mission.  I  will 
not  consume  the  time  of  the  House  by  reading 
it;  but  I  call  especial  attention  to  the  clearness 
and  force  with  which  the  case  is  handled. 

OPINION  OF  THE  8UPREMK  OOUBT  IN  BBOARD 
TO  THE  LEGALITY  OF  THE  PBBSBNT  SESSION. 

To  the  BonorabU  the  CouaeU  and 

Hotue  of  RepreaeHtatU>e$  of  the  TVrritory  of  Ketiuat : 
Your  communication,  through  the  medium  of  the  Attorney 
pf  the  United  States  for  the  Territory,  was  handed  to  the 
Supreme  Court  at  its  aeasion  on  the  30th  ultimo,  and  being 
taken  into  consideration,  it  was  determined  by  a  minority 
of  the  court  to  rcpiv  to  so  much  there<^  as  presents  the 

auestion  of  your  authoriiv  to  enact  the  bill,  *'  providing  for 
le  temporary  session  of  this  Assembly  at  the  Shawnee 
Manual  Labor  Sdiool ;"  and  the  ftirther  one,  "  whether  the 
adjournment  of  this  Assembly  to  this  place  in  pursuance  of 
soch  act  was  legal  ?**  in  other  words,  the  vital  inquiry, 
whether  you  are  a  constitutional  Legislative  Assembly. 

A4  to  so  much,  of  your  communication  as  is  embraced  in 
the  succeeding  clause,  to  wit :  "  whether  it  is  competent  for 
this  Assembly,  if  its  present  session  be  legal,  to  confer  on 
the  probate  cuurti  Jurisdiction  civil  and  criminaL  concur- 
rent with  the  di:»trict  courts?"  they  determined  that,  as  it 
presents  a  question  touching  the  legality  of  a  specific  act  of 
legation,  they  would  leave  the  solution  of  that,  should  it 
arise,  to  the  ordinary  course  of  judicial  investigation. 

In  making  the  distinctiim,  they  have  been  controlled  by 
the  peculiar  charactcnsticfl  of  the  first  inquiry.  Looking, 
as  it  does,  to  the  constitutional  existence  of  the  Legislative 
Assembly,  upon  which  rests  interests  of  the  most  vital  char- 
taoter  and  or  universal  application  to  the  well-being  of  our 
people,  it  has  seemed  to  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the 
court  that  they  should  fail  in  the  accomplishment  of  a  lead- 
ing purpose  in  their  creation,  if,  suffering  themselves  to  be 
restrained  by  too  nice  consiaerations  of  technical  delicacy, 
they  should  refrain  fipom  a  direct  reqionse  to  your  interrog- 
atory. 

lu  reaching  this  determination,  they  have  been  influenced 
in  no  small  degree  by  their  high  appreciation  of  the  constit- 
uent elements  of  your  honorable  bodies.  Satisfied  thor- 
oughly that  in  the  great  requisites  of  inteUigenoe  and  public 
virtue,  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Kansas  will  compare 
fkvorably  with  similar  bodies  in  the  States  of  the  Union, 
and  fUlly  persuaded  that  in  propounding  the  inquiries,  you 
have  been  hiflnenced  by  an  earnest  desire  to  shape  yoor 
legislation  in  strict  conformity  to  the  obligations  of  control- 
ling law,  the  consideration  of  the  preliminary  question. 


whether  a  response  should  be  made  by  tn,  was  tpprateM 
with  a  natural  anxiety  to  find  it  consistent  with  a  teiue  of 
official  duty  to  do  so.  It  is  but  justice  lo  ounHvesto iM 
that  this  motive  was  powerAiUy  oflRm  by  ao  habitml  »- 
luctance  to  interpose,  even  upon  solicitation,  in  any  mtaa 
wherein  it  was  known  tliat  eodrdinate  hrandmofthetmi- 
torial  government  entertained  conflicting  opinioot.  I^«. 
diately  upon  entering  noon  the  inquiry,  the  inBCBaeBif- 
nitude  or  the  interests  involved  arrested  oar  ihooglnvMd 
iorbade,  in  the  most  emphatic  tones,  a  reson  to  Um  ocdi. 
nary  Justification  for  silence,  that  the  case  preseoie4  ms 
"  eitram  wmjwUee." 

It  may  be  true  that  this  is  technieally  the  fact;  l««« 
eould^ot  conceiTe  ourselves  jostified  ia  ivponag  upon  ikii 
defense,  when,  mean  time,  that  greatest  uTaU  evUi,  mve^, 
might  exist  rampant  upon  our  soil,  fed  and  eocourand  by 
the  reckless  and  unprincipled,  who  might  even  maut  osr 
very  silence  aa  an  argmnent  in  maintenance  of  diev^ 
atrtictivc  sentiments  and  beside  this,  perhaps,  drtw  heats 
inferences  fatal  to  our  independence,  aod^onsequeulynA- 
versive  of  tliat  confidence  wtiich  we  are  mostioUcitowto 
maintain. 

You  wOl  do  us  the  jostiee  lo  be  aasnred  Oat  dm^fw- 

hensioo  has  not  its  origin  In  a  sdfishneas  which  repok  «« 
own  reputation  merely  for  its  own  sake,  bat  in  a  ^ 
anxiety  for  the  public  mterests  which  we  feel  to  be  luidy 
dependent  upon  the  estimate  as  well  of  the  mdependoeeai 
of  the  uprightness  and  ability  of  those  to  whom  art  Mipii 
the  interpretation  and  administration  of  the  laws. 

We  have  felt  the  leas  hesitation  in  examining  ind  »• 
sponding  to  vour  questions,  because  there  i«  much  mnoto 
doubt  whether,  under  any  circumstances,  the  dtfficnhe* 
involved  in  them  might  be  presented  to  nsJudiciaUylbr» 
lutl<m.  These  reasons  for  doubt  are  supposed  to  be  fbsM 
in  the  views  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  6tstt»,M 
expressed  in  5th  Howard's  Reports,  page  343,  in  (heeM 
of  Scott  et  al.  vs.  Jones,  in  which  the  constiiuHooal  eii4> 
ence  of  the  tenritorial  Legistetare  of  Michigan  wai  pro- 
posed to  be  brought  into  review. 

Without  attempting  an  elaborate  examination  (tf  the 
points  of  that  case,  it  is  sufficient  <br  our  present  ponvsr 
to  say  that  the  whole  tenor  of  the  argument  of  thst  b^ 
tribunal  is  to  demon^rate  tliat  tlie  sublect-niauerod^iili' 
tive  bodies,  and  notilie  competency  oC  their  orgsniuoot, 
forms  the  true  and  only  topic  of  Judicial  revision-  Should 
such  an  exigency  arise  as  an  unwarrantable  attempt  utegih 
lation  by  any  body  wanting  the  necessary  eleraeati,a| 
they,  *<  if  not  sitoated  wittiin  the  territory  of  tbe  Union,"  it 
"  would  be  a  tbreign  atfUr,  and  not  within  the  conixanee 
of  the  departments  of  this  Govemmeot,  nnless  so  mteiftf- 
fng  with  Its  rights  as  to  call  for  the  poUtical  exeicice  of  ihi 
executive  or  legislative  nuthori^  over  oar  lorelfB  ids- 
tions."  Again:**  such  conduct  by  bodies  sitnaledariihiicw 
Itmits,  unless  by  States  duly  admitted  into  the  l^nioo,  voidd 
have  to  be  reached  either  by  tlie  power  of  tbe  Union  to  pal 
down  insurrection,  or  by  the  ordinary  pena*  lam  of  me 
States  or  Territories  within  which  these  bodtes  anU«> 
fiilly  organised  are  aituacod  and  acting, "—iaogairiBMi' 
fesUy  referring  to  the  assumption  of  legislative  power  by 
self-constitut^  and  rebeUioui*  organizatioas.  ^__ 

Again :  they  speak  in  terms  which  adoiitof  noque«loa«f 
their  understanding  of  the  relatioiu  of  these  deaanBeatitf 
Government,  when  they  nay,  <*  tbe  judicial  trioaoab«f  the 
General  Government  which  acquiesce  in  the  political  oq;iB> 
ization  that  has  been  profesdng  to  pass  statutes,*'  ^^ 

After  remarking  in  addition  as  to  their  reoogninoBof  nd 
bodies  as  duly  organixed,  and  coneading  their  euawtj 
therefore,  as  a  State,  and  that  their statoies most  betnstsf 
as  the  statutes  of  any  other  State,  within  the  roeanini  tf 
tbe  act  of  1780,  known  as  the  Judiciary  act,  they  add :  **M 
if  so,  we  must  inquire  only  into  tbevaOdityof  theirMl||«2 
matter,  and  not,  as  to  the  new,  any  more  thsa  (he  m 
States,  ever  suppoae  the  question  of  their  political  eonpe- 
tency  or  power  to  pass  statutes  at  all,  was  an  inqoffT  »- 
tended  to  b«  placed  imder  our  consideration  and  decinoi, 
b)t  tlie  act  aiNive  mentioned.  , 

We  could  not  but  regard  anattempt  to  evade dietena 
these  views  by  the  miggestaon  tl^at  tiiay  werecxpres■edp•^ 
ticularly  with  reference  to  State  organizationB,  *^^^ 
fore,  not  applicaMe  to  the  position  of  a  tenitonal  Utpnip 
ture,  as  more  resembling  a  quibble  than  an  VV"^ 
nnlesa,  indeed,  omtrary  to  our  foil  con victiou, some  w^ 
ence  in  principle  between  the  several  onanixatioof,iffb' 
cable  to  the  point  in  controversy,  could  be  shown. 

It  would  not  only  so  partake  of  the  appearance  of  i^ 
ble,  but,  what  is  of  more  force,  it  wooM  tklsify  the  bcum 
tbe  case,  since  the  very  question  pre«eoted  arose  spy  t* 
legislation  of  a  Territory,  and  woold  inevitably  bavtdJ^ 
from  the  august  body  which  pronounced  tbe  oedsiosww 
distinction,  if,  in  their  Judgment,  such  dtethiocioo  exiN«k^ 

Having  referred  to  this  decision,  in  mahMcaaace  cf  m 
propiriety  of  respondhig  in  this  unofficial  manner  to  y*** 
ouiites,  we  wiU  add,  before  dismissing  it,  that  it  »  **  ^ 
/orcible  to  sustain  the  proposition  that  you  are  yoo"*"? 
the  judges,  without  appeal  or  reviiiofl,  of  whatever  mjj^ 
embraced  in  the  manner  and  form  of  yooroqpmisatMa.*" 
ttiat  neither  an  objection  to  your  place  ofaessioa,  •^^'^ 
other  matter  not  embraced  within  the  mb^ct-maft^'^^f 
operative  provisions  of  your  legislation,  can  be  caOee  » 
question  elsewhere.  ^^ 

We  will  but  add  to  these  naaona-satisActor7«>^ 
aelveo,  and,  we  trust, 
ourselves  sustained,  I 

course  we  have  adopted,  uj  |ht;ccuciii.,  *»»  «".—•■.  —  ^^ 
we  know,  no  ol^ecuon  has  arisen ;  a  precedent,  too,  *^ 
goes  much  ftother  than  we  have  detcrmioed  toga  a^ 
olution  of  the  Legisbuure  of  Minnesota  Territory,  FJ 
pounding  questions  to  the  judges  of  the  8nP'*'"*VT^ 
that  Territory,  was  fully  replied  to  by  the  Jn<*f*  **Jr 
ceedings  of  the  first  session  of  the  ImnoeaolaLsgisUw^ 

Having  determined  to  reply  to  the  extent  indicatea»i^ 
nature  of  that  reply  next  comes  to  be  considered.      ^^ 

Upon  this  we  have  had  no  difficulty.  We  hf^^J^fr 
able  to  discover  any  substantial  objection  to  »*f*yj 
tionolity  of  tbe  course  of  the  Legislocivo  ^^•"'JliLoLi 
could  not  see,  in  the  change  of  the  place  o^y^^^J^^faoi 
of  mere  caprice,  much  that  would  be  objeciionaniew rjj 
taste  and  to  that  spirit  of  deference  to  regnlarlv  •'"'^ 
which  the  people  have  a  right,  as  weU  as  an  inbora  o»P^ 
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tton,  to  expect  in  thoee  holding  honorable  positions ;  but  we 
are  forbkMen  by  the  higtaeet  eonvideratione  of  respect  and 
Juactee  to  suppose  caprice  to  have  fovemed  your  honorable 
im^.  To  reel  otherwise  would  be  dereliction  fVom  the 
courtesy  due  to  a  department  of  Government,  as  well  as  an 
niMecmly  departur^nrom  the  analosy  to  the  well-establiahed 
principle  of  law,  upon  the  recognition  of  which  courts  for- 
kear  to  go  beliind  me  record  when  the  judiment  of  a  com- 
peieot  tribunal  comet  ineidentally  under  their  notice. 

It  Is  not  for  us  to  inquire  what  considerations  did  govern 
jou ;  but  to  assume— the  least  that  any  respectable  body 
can  ask— that  you  had  for  your  action  reasons  to  yomselvea 
■MMtsaChrfketory  and  ample. 

The  quescionB  presented  for  our  con^eration  are : 
Whether  the  act  ofthe  Legislative  Assembly  declaring  the 
Shawnee  Manual  Labor  School  the  temporary  seat  of  Gov> 
ernment  is  valid  ?  And,  whether  your  legislation  at  the  laat- 
■entioaed  place  is  legal? 

They  mi^  be  treated  together,  as  mlly  presenting  the 
■olitary  inouiiy,  whether  your  honorable  body  has  a  consti- 
tutioiial  enstence  ?  But  the  latter  branch  of  the  inquiry 
demands  a  brief  consideration  distinct  firom  the  other. 

It  nay  be  remarked  in  reference  to  it,  that  its  favorable 
■olatioa  mtay  be  shown,  whatever  mi^^t  be  the  reply  to  the 
^rmer,  unless  which  Is  by  no  means  a  certain  proposition 
— no  legislation  can  be  obligatory  promulgated  elsefiiiere 
tiMB  at  the  seat  of  government. 

Indaed  the  contiwy  la  sbowa  to  be  the  reeognised  rale, 
and,  as  such,  has  both  been  acted  upcm  in  the  abaence  or 
express  authority,  and  has,  in  the  consfitutions  of  the 
States,  certainly  hi  some,  and  perhaps  generally,  been  re- 
coMixed. 

Tbemaeval  of  Coagress  from  Philadelphia  to  Lancaster, 
in  1777,  upoa  the  temporary  reverses  of  uie  American  arms 
in  New  Jersey.  Is  an  illustration  of  the  former,  while  the 
Uhh  section  of  the  9d  article  of  the  constitution  of  Mary- 
land ia  a  denonrtratian  of  the  latter. 

We  an  but  too  apt  to  confound  inherent  prindi^  with 
either  constitutional  or  legislative  requirements.  It  is  usual 
to  limit,  by  positive  enactment,  the  exercise  of  the  func- 
tions ofthe  departments  of  Government  to  the  seat  of  gov- 
anunent;  a  pohcy  not  only  not  qaestianaUe.  but  clearly 
laudable  and  wise.  So,  too,  the  residence  of  the  chief  ex- 
ecutive officer  is  most  commcMily  required  to  be  there,  yet 
b  is  not  universally  so.  In  Delaware,  flw  ezamide,  and  in 
Alabama,  such  is  not  the  case.  THe  act  creating  this  Ter- 
litosy  doea  not  require  this  of  the  Governor ;  all  that  it  does 
ia  to  exact  of  him  to  **  reside  within  said  Territory.''  Nor 
does  it  c(Hitain  a  prc^ilrition  to  legislate  elsewhere  than  at 
flie  seat  of  Government.  Upon  this  point  it  ia  entirely 
aOent. 

You  aretbe  )odgea  of  the  propriety  and  regularity  of  the 
mode  of  performing  your  duQr.  The  ol^eot  of  your  exists 
enee  is  the  highest  known  to  enlightened  communities — 
the  enactment  of  laws  to  govern  the  intercourse  of  society, 
and  to  control  ^he  action  of  its  individual  members.  It 
woold  be  to  suspend  die  moat  overtoweriag  interests  upon 
too  trivial  considerations,  if  the  vitality  of  vour  acts  should 
be  dependent  upon  mere  points  of  regularity,  and  these  to 
be  determined  by  other  tribunals,  and  that,  too,  by  lifting 
the  veil  of  motive,  and  prying  into  its  liiddenspfingB.  If  the 
princi|ile  of  such  an  oversight  and  control  were  conceded, 
It  would  be  an  alarming  abuse  if,  upon  so  comparative!  v 
insignificant  a  point  as  the  place  of  your  deliberations,  theur 
wb^  efficacy  should  rest.  However  much  it  may  seem  to 
eoa^MHt  with  the  importance  of  legislative  coimoils,  to  be 
surrounded  with  the  conveniences  and  comforts  of  tastefUl 
and  expensive  buildings,  reared  by  the  munificence  of  Gov- 
ernment^ and  to  have  these  located  in  the  midst  of  a  refined 
and  inteUigent  populatioa.  these  are.  after  all,  the  least  of 
the  dementa  of  their  usefuhiess.  liie  primary  purpose  of 
yonr  being  is  to  promote,  by  the  wisdom  of  jrour  councils, 
the  public  welfare ;  and,  whether  surrouaded  by  the  ap- 
pendages of  even  prodi^  and  prolbse  expenditures,  or 
legislating  under  the  genial  shade  of  one  of  Nature's  forest 
mooarche— whether  in  the  center  of  Inxiay  and  population, 
or  in  the  stillness  of  a  solitude  unbroken  save  by  the  voice 
of  Mtriotic  earnestness  in  support  of  needful  laws^is  but 
of  me  utmost  insignificance  in  comparison  with  the  adapt- 
ation of  your  meflaores  to  the  interests  intraated  to  your 
kettiing. 

if  pestilence,  therelbre,  shall  invade  the  halls,  nobly 
wrought  to  correspond  with  the  ihagnitude  of  vour  duties, 
we  can  see  no  reason  why  you  should  not,  as  did  the  Par- 
lianieot  of  Great  Britain,  to  ehun  the  desolation  of  the 
plnn<,  leave  Westminster,  where,  <<  since  the  days  of  the 
Plantagenets  the  Houses  nad  constantly  sat,"  but  great 
reason  why  you  should  abandon  these,  if  need  be,  for  the 
8olitnde,to  perform  your  labors ;  and  if  called  to  assemble 
In  the  solitude,  where  conveniences  are  not  to  be  had  for 
tl>e  advancement  (tf  your  efibrts,  it  is  certainly  po  less  true 
that  you  may.  and  ought,  as  the  Congress  of  the  Revolu- 
tion adioumed,  indignantly,  fh>m  Philadelphia  to  Princeton. 
New  Jersey,  wout  the  close  of  that  great  struggle,  to  ad- 
Jown  to  audi  Mher  place  aa  will  fbmish  these. 

It  would  be  fUtmesanesB  to  the  high  trust  assumed,  to 
dissipate  the  time  and  energy,  so  necessary  in  a  limited  Hes- 
aion,  in  combating  and  overcoming  Inoonveniences,  instead 
of  seeking  a  place  where,  conveniences  being  provided, 
thisB  nwy  be  devoted  to  the  legftimata  okjecto  of  your  or- 
panixation.  The  first  alternative,  if  adopted,  would  pre- 
sent a  lamentable  example  of  the  truth  of  ^e  old  legal 
maxim,  qui  fuertt  in  fifera,  hatet  in  eorHctf  **  who  sticks  to 
Hie  letter,  sticks  lo  the  bark,"  an  idea  not  diMimUar  ftoa 
that  expreased  in  "^  grasping  at  the  shadow  and  loaiM  the 
Bubetance,"  in  <<strainhig  at  a  gnat  and  swallowing  a 
camel." 

If  left  to  seek,  In  general  princit^es,  a  response  to  your 
nnaatkm,  we  should  feel  no  hesitation  in  restina  tfie  Justi- 
ncation  of  yov  position  upon  these  vtew»--and,  invoking 
to  our  farther  support  the  long  established  maxim,  de  m<f»- 
Umu  non  nuret  leXf  "  the  law  disregards  trifles,"  should  fisel 
that  position  to  be  impregnable,  ft  is  due  to  ourselves  to 
add,  that  it  would  be  m  vUtot  Inforence,  fhmi  these  sUg- 
geations,  to  suppose  that  we  regard  the  establishment  of 
seats  of  Government  as  a  matter  of  indifference.  On  the 
contrary,  they  are  in  entire  consonance  with  the  highest 
appreciation  of  the^  advantages  and  neeeasitv  of  such  esiah- 
liahsMBU    Suffice  this  to  guard  against  miiapprehenaion, 


without  departing  fhmi  the  line  of  argument  to  iUostrale 
the  importance  of  fixed  places  fbr  governmental  purposes, 
and  the  propriety,  in  general,  of  there  performiug  legislar- 
tive  functions. 

We  are  not,  however,  confined  to  general  principles,  but 
may,  with  confidence,  turn  to  the  ]»ovlsions  of  the  ortanlc 
act  of  1854,  ch.  flO,  the  act  of  1855,  ch.  967,  sec  6,  and  the 
fVirther  act  of  1855,  ch.  67,  in  discussing  the  question  of 
your  right  to  locate,  temporarily,  the  seat  of  government  of 
the  Territory,  as  we  now  propose  to  do. 

The  94th  section  ofthe  fSrst,  named  act  declares  that  *Hht 
legislative  power  of  the  Territory  shall  extend  to  all  right- 
fkl  subjects  of  l^islation,  consistent  with  the  Constitution 
ofthe  United  States  and  the  provisions  of  this  act."  Some 
limitations  follow,  but  do  not  afl^ect  the  question  under  re- 
view. 

It  is  supposed  that,  but  fbr  the  31st  section,  no  doubt 
would  exist  but  that  under  the  34th  the  Le^lative  Assem- 
bly would  have  a  clear  right  to  designate  the  seat  of  gov- 
ernment, either  temporaruy  or  permanentiy,  or  that,  if  any 
ground  of  doubt  could  be  found,  it  would  be  in  that  chuiae 
of  the  S9d  section  which  provides  that  **  the  persons  thus 
elected  to  the  Legidative  Assembly  shall  meet  at  such 
place  and  on  such  day  as  the  Governor  shall  appoint ;"  but 
thereafter,  the  time,  place,  and  manner  of  holding  and  con- 
ducting an  elections  by  the  peo|rte, "  shall  be  preaeribed  fay 
law,  as  well  as  the  day  of  the  oommencement  of  the  regu- 
lar sessions  ofthe  Legislative  Assembly." 

For  the  sake  of  simplicity  and  clearness,  the  94th  sec- 
tion will  be  examined  first,  tn  connection  with  the  31st, 
aa  also  with  the  appropriations  of  section  6  of  ch.  967, 1854, 
and  of  1855,  and  afterwards  in  connection  with  the  90d  sec- 
tion ofthe  original  act. 

The  language  of  the  5S4th  sectfcm  has  been  already  quoted; 
that  of  the  3l8t  is  in  the  following  words  \  "  That  the  seat 
of  oovemment  of  said  Territory  ia  hereby  located  ten^x>- 
laiily  at  Fort  Leavenworth ;  aiul  that  such  portion  of  the 
public  buildings  as  may  not  be  actually  used  and  needed 
for  military  purposes  maybe  occupied  and  used,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Assembly,  fbr 
such  public  purposes  aa  m^  be  required  under  the  provia- 
ioasw  this  act." 

In  the  construction  of  this  section,  it  is  most  obvious  that 
the  use  of  the  word  '<  temporarily"  must  demand  particular 
attention.  Thia  would  be  true,  if  to  be  construed  inde- 
pendentiy  of  any  other ;  it  is  much  more  so  when  to  be 
construed  along  with  othen,  and  when  a  conflict  is  to  be 
avoided. 

If  omitted,  or  if  substituted  by  tiie  word  permanentiy,  an 
entirely  difliereat  phase  would  be  given  to  me  section.  But 
the  word  **  temporarily" does  occur.  Why  was  it  inserted? 
This  question  will  be  answered  by  the  solution  of  another : 
Did  Congress  intend  to  designate  a  seat  of  government  un- 
to, 1^  its  own  ftuther  action  in  t&e  premises,  a  permanent 
one  shoiUd  be  established,  or  another  temporary  one  poin^d 
out ;  or  was  it  the  purpose  of  Congress  to  desteiate  such 
seat  of  govenunent  to  provide  for  exigencies  that  mi|^ 
arise  before  the  session  of  the  Legislative  Assembly,  leav- 
ing it  to  that  body,  as  one  of  Its  apimmriate  rights,  as  of  all 
similar  aaaemblagea,  unless  restrained  oy  direct  prohibition, 
either  to  continue  there,  after  its  convocation,  if  conve- 
nient to  the  public  interest,  or  to  designate  some  other, 
since  it  bad  accomplished  the  object  of  its  temporary  crea- 
tion? To  this  question,  it  has  seemed  to  us,  there  should 
be  no  hesitation  in  making  a  reply.  The  very  term  med 
admits  the  existence  of  a  right  somewhere  to  change  the 
place.  Whv  "  temporarily."  if  no  competent  power  exists 
to  alter  and  change  it?  Where  rests  that  power,  in  the 
absence  of  a  prohiSition,  i4not  in  the  body  to  assemble  for 
legislative  povposea  in  the  Territory,  and  having  intrusted 
to  it  the  great  concern  of  preserving  and  advancing  the 
welfare  ofa  rapidly  populating  countiy — a  body  which,  fkr 
beyond  Congress,  has  uie  means  of  judging  where,  best  for 
the  attainment  of  these  ends,  they  shall  hold  their  sessions. 

Not  only  elementary  writera,  but  judicial  expounders  of 
the  laW|  have  unifonnly  regarded  the  object  to  be  attained 
by  a  legislative  act  as  an  important  to  aid  in  its  exposition. 

But  here  not  only  is  there  no  prohibition,  but  a  distinct 
authority,  in  the  language  of  the  94th  seetion,  to  legislaie 
on  this  siiti>)eot. 

This  can  only  be  denied  by  aeserting,  contrary  both  to 
precedent  and  principle,  that  the  location  of  a  seat  of  gov- 
ernment is  not  a  "  rightnil  subject  of  legislation."  We  say, 
contrary  to  precedent  and  principle,  becaase  both  have 
been  most  emphatically  affirmed  by  tne  highest  legislative 
authoriur  in  thia  country,  and,  fVom  1790  to  this  day,  ac- 
quiesced in  by  the  highest  judicial  as  well  as  executive 
authority  of  the  Pederu  Government. 

A  refbrance  to  the  net  of  Congress  of  1790,  ch.  96,  and  to 
the  history  of  the  country  from  that  period  to  this,  settiea, 
we  think,  this  proposition  beyond  coutroversy.  In  appeal- 
ing to  the  history  of  the  times,  we  have  the  authonty  of 
the  judictel  tribunal  already  quoted.  (3  Howard,  p.  1.) 
In  aaiting  the  sanction  of  the  acquieaotnce  of  the  depart- 
menla  <m  Government,  it  would  be  purely  superfluous  to 
cite  authoring,  when  it  is  remembered  that  this  is  the  very 
foundation  of  that  large  system  known  as  the  common  law. 

The  act  of  1790^  by  its  fHth  section,  locates  the  seat  of 

Kvemment  at  Philadelphia,  imtil  the  first  day  of  Decem- 
r,  1800,  (thus  temporarily,)  and  by  iu  sixth  aection  locates 
it  permanently  at  the  city  of  Washington,  not  eo  nomine^ 
but  at  5*  the  district  and  place  aforesaid,"  which,  by  the 
fliM  aeeiion,  is  d«scifbad  aa  <*  a  distrtot  of  territory  not 
•soaading  ten  ui^tm  square,  to  be  located,  as  hereafter 
directed,  on  the  river  Potomac."— a  district  since  and  now 
known  as  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  the  particular 
place,  since  and  now,  the  city  of  Waidiinaton.  It  is  a  con- 
firaiBilon  of  tMs  view,  rather  than  an  oq)aotiQn,  that  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  sec.  8,  art.  1st,  oonlera 
the  right  of  <<  exclusive  legislation"  **  over  such  district, 
&c.,  as  may,  by  cession  of  particular  Stat^  and  the  accept- 
ance of  Congress,  become  the  seat  of  government  of  uie 
Unicad  Stataa,'^  lie.;  becanse  it  will  be  observed  that  the 
grant  of  power  here  is  to  **  exercise  legislation,"  and  not  to 
aelect  a  seat  of  government — this  latter  being,  really,  by  the 
phraseology  used,  merely  acknowledged  as  a  legitimate  ex- 
ercise of  an  indispensriile  power.  See  Story'a  Comment- 
aries opon  this  section,  book  9.  eeo.  1^. 
Assuming,  then,  that  the  kication'of  a  seat  <tf  government, 


temporarily  or  permanently,  la  a  **  rightfU  subleet  of  legla> 
latiun."  the  argnmeiit  becomes  conclusive  that  the  true 
exposition  of  m»  nection  confbrs  ample  authority  fbr  such 
an  exercise  of  power  as  that  in  question,  while  the  use  of 
the  word  ^*  temporarily."  in  the  3 1st  section,  leavea  the 
question  entirely  f^ee  from  the  embarraasment  of  a  sup- 
posed prcrtiibitiun. 

Were  it  possible,  however,  that  these  views  fiUI  short  of 
concluding  the  question,  it  Is  only  needfbl  to  pursue  the 
legislation  of  Congress  a  step  or  two  fbrther,  to  discover  a 
most  distinct  exposition  by  that  body  of  its  own  interpre- 
tation of  the  subject. 

By  sec.  6,  chap.  967.  of  the  statutes  of  the  same  am- 
ston—- 1854— an  appropriation  was  made  of  M5,000,  « Ibr 
the  erection  of  public  bufldings  for  the  use  of  the  LegiBl»> 
ture  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas,"  upon  terms  therein  men- 
tioned. This  provMon  is  too  well  known  to  need  a  fbtt 
recital,  the  more  especially  as  it  is  referred  to  rather  in  illua- 
tration  of  the  section  next  cited,  than  as  of  itself  illustrm- 
tive  ofthe  point  in  discussion. 

It  may  be  observed.  In  passing,  that,  notwithstanding  the 
insufficiencv  of  this  section  to  accoinplfadi  the  purpose, 
more  especiallv  when  the  history  of  its  passage,  after  a  fut- 
ure of  a  more  dh«ct  eflbrt  at  repleal  is  known,  it  was  pretty 
widely  thought,  fbr  some  months  after  the  promulgation  of 
the  establishroent  of  tiie  territorial  authority,  that  this  had, 
in  fkct,  accomplished  a  repeal  of  the  31st  section  of  the 
onanic  act.  which  ia  now,  strangehr  enon^,  by  those  en^ 
tertaining  this  opinicm.  supposed  to  be  in  ftul  force,  deiqprita 
not  only  this  section,  out  the  act  of  1855,  ch.  167,  and  your 
own  act  at  the  present  session. 

Tracing  the  legislation  of  Congress  a  step  ftuther,  we  see 
that  at  their  last  session,  by  ch.  167.  a  moment  since  men- 
tioned, there  is  a  fWther  appropriation  of  ^,000,  bttt  with 
this  verv  material  proviso,  that  neither  this  sum  nor  the 
^95^000  heretofore  appropriated,  shall  be  expended  "tmtll 
oie  Legislatttre  of  said  Territory  shall  have  fixed  by  law  tiie 
permanent  seat  of  sovemment."  It  is  to  this  statute  wo 
ask  attention,  as  aflmning  the  construction  given  to  the  act 
of  1854,  ch.  59,  sees.  94  and  31. 

It  will  be  observed  that  there  ia  no  grarifof  power  hy  tiiia 
act  of  1655,  ch.  167,  to  locate  the  permanent  seat  of^ gov- 
ernment. 

The  maniflest  meaning  of  the  language  nsed  is  a  mere 
recognition  of  that  power  as  an  alrMdy  existing  one.  It 
is  a  prohibition  of  the  expenditure  of  the  moneys  devoted 
to  the  use  of  the  Territwy  untfl  such  time  as  this  admitted 

Sower  shall  have  been  exercised,  fbr  the  obvious  reason 
lat  Congress  did  not  intend  these  sums  or  any  portion  of 
tiiem  to  be€xpended  for  temporary  bitildings. 

The  plain  conclusion  fh>m  this  view  of  the  act  is,  that 
Congress,  entertaining  no  doubt  ofthe  right  ofthe  Legisla- 
tive Assembly  to  locate  permanently  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment, thus  expounds  its  own  understandihg  of  its  previooa 
enactments,  in  porta  materia  ;  while  the  fbither  inevitable 
infisrence  follows  that  the  inferior  right  to  locate  the  seat 
of  government  temporarily  resides  in  the  same  body.  For 
authority  for  this  argument,  see  7  B.  It  C.,.p.99;  6  B.  S( 
C,  p.  454,  and  3  Howard,  5.%. 

F(Nr  support  ofthe  concluding  fnfbrenee,  the  weB-known 
rule  of  law,  that  the  areater  embraces  the  less,  will  be 
recognized  as  both  ap^^icable  and  sufficient.  Bee  o  Wheat, 
p.  904,  and  14th  vol.  East's  Rep. — the  fhmoos  case  of  Sir 
Francis  Burriett  vt.  The  Speaker  ofthe  House  of  Connnons. 
"  What  is  cleartv  implied  by  a  statute  is  as  much  a  part  of 
it  as  if  expressed  in  words."    Mo.  Rep.  vol.  3. 964. 

The  ^h  section  of  the  1st  art.  of  the  Constitution  of  ttie 
United  States,  and  the  subsequent  action  of  C<wigieaa 
under  it,  to  which  reference  has  been  already  made  for 
another  purpose,  are  even  more  forcible  in  confirmation  of 
theae  reflections.  If  the  conetraetion  then  given  it  be  cbr- 
rect,  sustained,  as  we  have  shown  it  to  be,  by  high  author* 
ity,  that  the  right  to  locate  a  seat  of  government  is  assumed 
and  not  granted  by  its  language,  ao  fbrther  doubt  cim  exist 
ofthe  exwtence  of  a  similar  power  in  your  case,  and  ofthe 
truth  of  the  construction  given  by  us  to  the  acts  and  sec- 
tions quoted ;  if  it  be  not  the  true  construction,  but  is  to 
be  regarded  as  a  grant  of  power,  and  as  the  grant  under 
wiiicn  Congreas  aubsequentiy  enacted  the  act  of  1790,  then 
it  beccMnes  not  less  influential  in  defense  of  the  inferential 
power  to  locate  the  seat  of  government  temporarily,  which 
we  have  claimed  trader  the  statute  of  1855,  ch.  167.  If  not 
ao,  whence  the  power  to  do  what  Ckmgreas,  by  the  5lh  aae- 
tion  of  thia  statute,  did,  to  wit ;  locate,  fh>m  that  period  to 
1800,  the  seat  of  government  at  Philadelphia— not  certainly 
under  the  constitutional  grant,  fbr  that  speaks  of  only  such 
district  "as  mav.  by  cession  of  particular  States  and  the 
acceptance  of  Confess,  become  the  seat  of  government  of 
the  United  States"— language  ratified  by  what  occurred  hi 
refbrence  to  the  District  of  Colimibia  and  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, but  never  by  any  transaction  iu  regard  to  the  city  of 
Philadelphia.  Hence  the  location  thereof  at  the  last-named 
place,  assuming  it  to  have  been  by  authority  at  all,  was  by 
one  following  necessarily  fWim  the  greater  authority  claimed 
by  virtue  of  uie  Constitution. 

Protracted  as  this  opinion  has  already  become,  there  is 
still  another  aspect  In  which  the  subject  must  be  viewed. 

(Mtjections  to  tiiese  condoslons  may  b^  supposed  to  be 
found  In  the  clause  of  the  99d  section  heretofore  quoted : 
**  the  persons  thus  elected  shall  assemble,"  &c. 

The  point  of  Objection  can  scarcely  be  the  first  branch  of 
the  clause,  which  says  that  they  «  shall  assemble  at  suoh 
plane  and  on  saeh  day  as  tiie  Governor  shall  appoint." 

There  are  two  views  in  which  this  part  of  the  section 
may  be  presented,  neither  of  which  would  aficct  the  right- 
fblness  of  your  actiiig,  however  one  might  produce  ques- 
tion of  the  legality  of  the  call,  as  to  "  place,"  mder  which 
you  aaaembled. 

The  first  is,  whether  the  authority  to  designate  the  place 
was  not  subservient  to  the  31st  section  estabHshins,  tem- 
porarily, the  seat  of  government  at  Fort  LeavenwcMW ;  and 
If  so,  wnether  its  true  construction  would  not  have  been 
that  it  meant  some  particular  place  at  that  Fort,  and  not 
any  place  outside  of  that.  Assuming  that  no  subsequent 
le^slation  of  Congress  had  repealed  the  31st  section,  and 
conceding,  what  ui  distinctly  implied  in  the  objections  to 
your  act,  that  the  only  place  for  legislation  is  the  seat  of 

Kvemnient,  this  construction  would  follow  irresistibly, 
ckuse  it  would,  bo  the  only  construction  that  would  leave 
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•very  part  of  the  itttiite  upon  tbia  Mil^aet  ttf  operate.  That 
in  the  construction  of  ulatutes  thi«  rule  prevails  universally, 
ie  too  well  settled  to  be  controverted.   5  Har.  ft  John.,  p.  96. 

No  particttlar  stress  la  intended  to  be  laid  upon  this  view, 
aa  it  4foea  not  relate  to  your  action. 

The  other  view  of  it  is,  that  it  has  been  perfectly  grati- 
fted  by  your  assemblinff  at  tlie  time  and  place  pointed  out 
by  the  proclaination  of  the  Governor,  without  question  of 
the  right  to  caU  you  togeilier  there  and  then.  To  contend 
that  it  exacts  more,  and  that  you  were  required  by  it  not 
only  so  to  meet,  but  there  to  remain,  can  only  be  succeas- 
Ailiy  done  by  interpolating  words  which  the  wisdom  of 
Concress  did  not  aee  fit  to  Insert.  It  would  be  but  to  press 
to  a  little  greater  extreme,  without  a  difference  in  the  prin> 
ciple,  the  aeverity  of  this  elaim,  if  it  should  be  contended 
that,  having  assembled,  you  bad  no  right  to  adjourn  until 
vour  session  was  finally  closed,  there  being  no  recognition, 
by  any  language  there  found,  of  a  right  to  reasaemble  after 
adjournment* 

Whatever  argument  entitled  to  particular  consideration 
ia  derived  from  this  section,  in  derogation  of  your  action, 
must  be  sought  for  not  in  this  language,  which,  as  we  have 
sliown,  baa  been  literally  gratified,  but  in  the  succeeding 
words,  *^  the  day  of  the  commencement  of  the  regular  se:,- 
sions  of  the  L^pslative  Assembly,''  "  shall  be  prescribed 
by  law."  This  may  be  considered  as  either  imposing  an 
i^unctifui,  or  as  vesting  an  authority.  If  the  former,  no 
inference  unfavorable  to  the  affirmance  of  your  act  can  be 
drawn.  They  would  but  mean  to  impose  as  a  duty  what 
would  otherwise  have  been  left  to  your  discretion,  and  to 
require  you  to  fix  the  period  of  commencement  of  future 
sessions,  instead  of  leaving  this  to  the  Crovcmor,  as  Con- 
gress had  done,  for  convenience,  as  to  the  first  session. 

Supposing  the  meaning  to  be  a  delegation  of  power,  an 
argument  might  be  presented  not  totally  destitute  of  a 
aemUance  of  force,  in  the  absence  of  any  other  provision 
touching  the  legislative  authority  of  the  Territory,  and  illus- 
trative of  the  intention  of  Congress. 

It  would  derive  this  force  from  a  principle,  which  has  its 
advocates,  that  the  enumeration  of  panicular,  excludes 
man  general  giaMa  of  power— one^  however,  by  no  means 
conceded;  but  while  maintained  witli  earnestness  by  some, 
is  denied  with  confidence  by  others ;  amongst  the  latter  of 
miMm  is  prominent  one  of  the  most  distinguished  jurists 
of  this  country,  and  the  peer  of  the  most  fiuned  of  any  other. 
Story's  Com.,  B.  3,  sec.  (MO. 

It  is  not  necessary  tliat  we  should  deny  it.  Its  recogni- 
tion would  not  militate  against  our  views,  since  its  most 
unqoalified  concession  would  be  restricted  bv  an  admitted 
nualification,  that  it  is  only  operative  in  the  abavice  of  any 
thing  to  show  a  different  intention,  as  well  as  by  a  rule 
already  announced — that  rule  is,  that  all  statutes,  or  parts 
thereof,  relating  to  the  some  subject-matter,  must  be  con- 
sidered together,  and  so  construed  as  to  give  to  every  part, 
if  nracticimle,  iu  cfiect.  To  assume,  therefore,  upon  this 
principle,  a  negation  of  your  power  to  do  anything  beyond 
the  fixing  of  the  time  of  your  ftiture  regular  sessions,  would 
be  without  authority  of  tlie  principle  itself,  because  it  would 
be  to  disregard  alike  the  a4tli  section  confirming  legislative 
power,  aa  well  as  the  act  of  1855, 167.  It  would  be  first  to 
adopt  •  questionable  principle,  and  then  to  claim  its  ser- 
vice under  circumstances  in  which  it  is  totally  inapplicable. 

It  is  only  neceasary,  in  conclusion,  to  refer  to  another 
part  of  section  34  of  the  organic  act,  to  show  that  the  want 
of  concurrence  of  the  Governor  presents  no  objection  to 
the  efficacy  of  the  acta  of  the  Legislative  Assembly,  two 
thMs  of  the  memben  of  each  of  its  constituent  bodies  coo- 
curring  therein. 

S.  D.  LECOMPTE, 
RUSH  ELMORE. 

I  ftiUy  concur  in  the  foregoing  opinion,  and  refVain  from 
amring  a  word  on  a  subject  ao  well  discussed. 

A.  J.  ISACK0. 

A  Membbr.     Who  is  it  by? 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  By  8.  D.  Lecompte  and 
Rush  Elmore,  and  is  concurred  in  by  Mr.  Isaacs, 
who  was»  1  think,  district  attorney.  They  argue 
the  whole  case.  I  hare  not  mariced  the  pertinent 
passages;  I  will  send  the  opinion  to  the  reporters, 
tliat  it  may  he  printed  in  full,  when  all  can  read 
the  whole  of  it,  as  I  hope  they  will.  It  is  so 
decisive  that,  it  seems  to  me  **  a  wayfhring  man, 
though  he  be  a  fool,  cannot  err  therein.'*  It  in- 
stances the  case  of  the  Continental  Congress, 
in  1777,  when  Philadelphia  was  threatened  by 
the  British,  having  adjourned  its  sessions  to 
Lancaster.  Nobody  ever  questioned  its  authority 
to  do  so.  The  British  Parliament,  in  the  time  of 
the  plague  in  London,  left  the  ancient  seat  of  legis- 
lation, and  betook  themselves  to  another  place. 
Many  instances  are  given  from  several  States  of 
the  Union.  Some  in  ray  own  Stat€  might  have 
been  added  if  the  traditions  of  her  early  history, 
as  I  have  heard  them  related,  be  true.  When 
Qeorgia  was  invaded  by  the  British,  or  the  Whigs 
were  pressed  by  the  Tories,  the  Legislature  went 
from  place  to  place  on  several  occasions,  and  I 
believe  they  once  got  into  session  in  the  State 
of  North  Carolina — perhaps  in  ray  friend's  [Mr. 
Clinomait's]  district.  [Laughter.]  Some  of 
their  records  very  strangely  found  their  way  as 
far  east  as  Annapolis.  The  legality  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  a  Legislature,  then,  do  not,  I  thmk* 
depend  on  the  place  where  they  hold  their  ses- 
sions, especially  if  it  be  within  the  limits  of  their 
jurisdiction.  The  validity  of  any  law  passed  by 
Congress  would  not  be  questioned,  I  suppose,  if 
Congress  should  be  compelled  by  an  invading 
enemy  to  go  claewhen;.    The  city  of  Washington 


was  once  taken  by  the  British.  I  do  not  think 
such  an  event  will  ever  occur  again.  But  if  it 
should,  and  Congress  should  fwjoum  to  some 
other  place,  I  cannot  suppose  that  tneir  acts  would 
be  invalidated  thereby.  And  I  hold  that  the  Legis- 
lature of  Kansas  haa  thepower  to  sit  just  where 
they  pleased  within  that  Territory:  they  certainly 
haa  tne  power,  in  my  opinion,  to  set  at  Shawnee 
Mission:  so  thought  the  Supreme  Court  of  that 
Territory. 

The  organic  law  of  the  Territory,  sir,  gave  the 
Legislature  all  legislative  power,  under  tne  Con- 
stitution, not  inconsistent  with  that  organic  law. 
Well,  one  of  the  first  functions  of  legislative 
power  is,  to  determine  whore  the  body  will  meet. 
The  oiganiclaw — the  Kansas  bill — said  that  Fort 
Leavenworth  should  be  the  temporary  seat  of 
government.  The  Governor  himself  had  changed 
that,  before  the  first  session  of  the  Legislature. 
Congress^aflerwardsgave  them  the  absolute  power 
to  fix  the  permanent  seat  of  government.  The 
power  to  nx  the  permanent  place,  of  course,  in- 
cludes the  less  power  of  sitting,  until  that  place 
should  be  selected,  just  where  they  please. 

I  do  not  intend  to  detain  this  House  longer 
upon  the  argument  of  this  preliminary  question; 
but  Governor  Reeder,  in  his  message  to  the 
Legislature,  vetoing  their  bill  changing  the  place 
of  sitting,  stakes  his  case  of  the  ilkgaiity  of  the 
subsequent  acts  of  that  body  solely  upon  the  fact 
that  they  adjourned  to  a  place  which  did  not  meet 
with  his  approval.  He,  in  the  mean  time,  was 
removed.  His  successor  in  office,  however,  sanc- 
tioned the  proceedings  of  the  Legislature  at  Shaw- 
nee Mission;  and  there  were  passed  all  the  laws, 
I  believe,  they  now  have  for  the  protection  of 
life,  liberty,  and  property,  in  Kansas. 

Mr.  DUNN,  (interrupting.^  I  would  like  to 
ask  the  gentleman  a  question  before  he  takes  his 
seat,  i  believe  that  the  right  of  a  member  or 
Delegate  to  a  seat  upon  this  floor  is  a  right  which 
belongs  not  to  the  Representative  or  Delegate,  but 
a  right  which  belongs  to  his  constituents.  Sup- 
pose, therefore,  thatany  gentleman  upon  this  floor 
should  absolutely  make  an  affidavit,  or  do  any 
other  act  which  in  a  court  of  justice  mifi;ht  be 
regarded  as  an  estoppel^short  of  an  actualresig- 
nation,  would  that  preclude  his  constituents  from 
insisung  upon  his  services  in  this  Hall? 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Very  well.  Suppose  I 
grant  it — admit  what  you  say — we  have  been  here 
two  months  and  upwards,  and  we  have  heard  no 
mortal  man,  except  Governor  Reeder,  question- 
ing tlie  right  of  General  Wliiifield.  When  and 
where  have  the  constituents  of  General  Whitfield 
spoken  ?  Have  you  heard  a  mortal  man  of  Kan- 
sas, except  Reeder,  complain  of  the  legality  and 
rightfulness  of  General  Whitfield's  election?  If 
you  have,  when  and  where  ? 

Mr.  DUNN.  The  question  which  I  present 
to  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  is  the  question  of 
the  power  of  any  man  to  estop  himself  of  his  duty 
to  represent  his  constituents  upon  this  floor. 

Mr. STEPHENS.  Thcoucstion  was, whether 
anything  Governor  Reeder  nas  done  should  jeop- 
ard the  right  of  the  constituents  of  General  Whit- 
field or  the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas  ?  I 
say  no;  but  we  are  acting  upon  the  memorial  of 
A.  H.  Reeder,  and  I  say  A.  H.  Reeder  is  es- 
topped .  When  General  Whitfield 's  constituents 
smsak,  or  the  people  of  Kansas  speak,  and  say 
that  he  is  not  their  duly  elected  Representative  or 
Delegate,  I  will  give  not  only  a  respectful  hearing 
to  their  memorial,  but  go  into  an  investigation  of 
it.  If  Governor  Reeder  has  any  constituents 
who  will  say  that  they  ought  not  to  be  estopped 
by  his  act,  1  will  give  tliem  a  like  hearing  and 
investigation.  I  will  take  the  cases  as  Uiey  come. 
We  are  acting  now  upon  the  memorial  of  ex* 
Governor  Reeder,  and  it  is  enough  for  me  to 
show  that  he  is  estopped. 

Now,  as  I  stated  before,  I  do  not  intend  to  de- 
tain the  House.  I  think  that,  if  the  House  were 
in  possession  of  all  the  facts  which  have  caused 
this  motion,  they  c^ould  vote  more  understand- 
ingly.  I  therefore  move  that  this  resolution  be 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  Elections,  with 
instructions  to  report  the  grounds  upon  which 
they  make   this  application  for  extraordinary 

Sower,  and  the  reasons  which  induce  them  to 
o  it. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  do  not  intend 
to  engage  for  any  length  of  lime  in  the  discussion 
of  this  prcliioinary  question.     Occupying  tht 


position  I  do,  there  perhaps  would  be  an  impfo. 
priety  in  my  doing  bo  I  wish  to  bring  the  mat- 
ter to  a  close  as  speedily  as  possible,  in  order  that 
we  may  proceed  to  other  public  businen  so  looe 
delayed.  I  will  notice,  however,  one  or  two 
points  made  by  the  honorable  gentkmaa  from 
Georgia,  [Mr.  Stbpbbvi;]  and  I  naay  be  per. 
mitted  to  say,  that,  in  view  of  the  excitement 
which  prevails  all  over  this  country  in  reference 
to  the  existing  state  of  afiairs  in  the  Territory  of 
Kansas,  it  is  most  remarkable  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  should  interpose  any  objection  to  a 
full,  free,  and  fair  examination  of  ell  the  factt. 
The  gendeman  presents  the  case  as  a  cooteii 
between  Governor  Reeder  and  General  Whit- 
field — a  personal  matter  between  these  partiei. 
I  take  a  diflerent  view  of  it.  It  involvei  a  ques. 
tioii  in  which  the  gentleman's  constituents,  my 
constituents,  and  the  constituents  of  every  mea* 
ber  upon  this  floor,  have  a  deeper  interest  tbaa 
citlier  Governor  Reeder  or  General  WhitBeM; 
and  I,  for  one,  before  I  make  up  my  judgDaat 
upon  the  grave  questions  iirvolved,  aenre  not' 
thing  more  than  mere  newsreiner  reports  and 
telegraphic  dispatches  upon  whico  to  act.  I  desire 
authentic  evidence  in  solemn  form.  I  donotttit 
what  Governor  Reeder  may  have  done  fi  tke 
premises;  nor  do  I  care  what  QcnerarWhitiieid 
may  have  done.  I  do  not  care  that  GoTemor 
Reeder  may  at  one  time  have  acknowledged  tbe 
validity  of  the  acts  of  the  Kansas  Le|:i8latnie,  or 
that  he  subsequently  repudiated  them  as  fraud- 
ulent. The  great  point,  1  apprehend,  invohed  ii 
this  whole  matter  is  the  valiaity  of  the  legisbtioo 
in  Kansas — whether  the  legislative  body  was 
constituted  properly  through  the  ballot-box. 

I  hold,  sir,  that  it  ia  a  well-settled  principle  of 
law,  that  any  statute  may  be  vitiated  by  fraud, 
and  that  fVaud  alleged  may  be  proven  b?  on) 
testimony.  You  may  go  behind  the  most  formal 
record  of  any  of  your  courts  or  Legislatures,  sad 
vitiate  it  by  proof  of  fraud.  I  do  not  undertake 
to  say,  as  a  Representative  in  this  House— aor 
will  I,  until  the  testimony  is  before  me— whether 
that  legislation,  in  Kansas,  was  er  was  not  a 
fhiud  upon  the  principles  of  tbe  Kansas-Ne- 
braska act,  or  upon  the  rights  of  the  people  of 
the  Territory,  or  of  the  States.  The Terypur- 
pose  of  this  resolution — ^reported  from  tht  Govt- 
mittee  of  Elections— as  I  understand  it,  is  to  gw 
back,  and  ascertain  by  proofs,  carefhUy  takes, 
such  as  will  satisfy  this  House  and  the  couutryt 
whether  that  legislation  was  or  was  not  (raoda* 
lent. 

Does  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  undertake  is 
say  that,  if  there  be  proof  of  fraud,  this  Uoiie 
will  not  have  the  power  to  disaffirm  and  repeil 
any  one  of  the  acts  of  the  Territory  of  Kanisi? 
I  propound  that  question  to  him  roost  respect- 
fully. I  take  the  ground  that,  if  there  be  proof 
showing  that  these  statutes,  orany  of  them,  vtn 
fraudulently  procured,  this  House  has  the  rigkt 
to  disaflirm  and  repeal  them.  The  gcotlemia 
[Mr.  StbpiubksJ  does  not  answer.  I  take  it  for 
granted  he  admits  the  proposition. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Be  kind  enough  to  repeat  it. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  ask  the  eentleman  from 
Georgia,  whether,  if  either  one  of  these  acts,  or 
all  ofthem,  are  proved  to  have  been  frtudoleiKly 
enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  Kansas,  Congreis 
has  not  tlie  right  to  disaffirm  and  repeal  them- 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  reply  to  the  ^tkmMi 
questiorf  briefly.  Congress  parted  with  its  fi^ 
dominion,  and  control  of  government  orcr  ^ 
Territory,  as  far  as  it  coula  under  the  Umitatiosi 
of  the  Constitution,  expressly  in  the  or^psicl** 
of  the  Territory  of  Kansas;  and  if  the  peopled 
that  Territory,  by  fraud  or  otherwise,  in  *<^  * 
legislation,  should  be  deprived  of  their  rights, tbe 
question  is  to  be  settled  by  the  rules,  pointed  #t 
in  the  organic  law,  and  by  the  officers  p^^  " 
them  by  Congress.  We  have  given  thetn  the 
power  to  regukte  these  matters,  as  absoiuteiyi* 
a  State  has  such  nower..  under  oreanic  kw,  «f^ 


Government;  they  have  authority,  under  the  g^ 
eral  organic  law,  to  elect  a  Delegate  to  Conpff* 
and  meinbers  of  the  Council  au4  Um>^^ 
Their  laws  are  to  be  inqai»d  into,  and  iktf 
validity  ascertained  by  their  courts,  jost  m  «* 
laws  of  the  States  are.  I  do  not  intend  ^^J^ 
demtood  as  saying  that  we,  as  a  House  oi  B^ 
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the  course  sug^sted  by  the  ComraUtee  of  Elec- 
tions. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Campbell,] 
who  has  just  token  his  seat,  has  argued,  and  with 
consideraole  force,  that  it  is  competent  for  the 
House  to  annul  the  legislation  of  Territories;  and 
he' has  put  himself  to  the  trouble  of  citing  an  in- 
stance, which  occurred  during  the  last  Congress, 
of  the  passage  of  a  law,  for  which  I  voted,  to 
annul  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Minnesota. 
He  adverted  to  it  as  an  iiistance  of  the  annulment, 
for  fraud,  of  an  act  of  a  Territorial  Legislature. 
The  gentleman  need  not  have  put  himself  to  so 
much  trouble  to  establish  so  plain  a  proposition; 
for  I  say  to  the  gentleman  rrom  Ohio,  that  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  have  not  only  the 
right  to  annul  an  act  of  the  Territorial  Legislature 
for  fraud,  but  for  any  other  cause.  It  was  not 
necessary,  therefore,  to  show  there  was  fraud  in 
that  act.  The  very  law  establishing  the  territo- 
rial government  of  Minnesota  provided  that  the 
laws  of  the  Territory  should  be  sent  to  Congress 
for  revision;  and  that,  if  disapproved,  they  should 
be  null  and  void — no  matter  why  disapproved — 
if  disapproved  for  any  reason  they  were  to  be 
null  ana  void;  and  although,  as  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  [Mr.  Stephens]  hassu^osted,  the 
acts  establishing  the  governments  of  Kansas  and 
Nebraska  omitted  this  usual  provision — and  I 
regarded  the  omission  as  of  evil  omen  to  the  pol-  ; 
itics  of  the  South — yet,  air,  I  am  not  prepared  j 
to  admit  with  him  that,  because  no  express  < 
power  was  reserved  to  Congress  to  annul  the  acts 
of  these  Territorial  Legislatures,  it  is,  therefore, 
not  competent  for  Congress  to  annul  any  act, 
either  of  Kansas  or  Nebraska.  I  claim  the  power 
in  Congress  to  annul  any  such  act,  notwithstand- 
ing the  attempt  made  oy  Congress,  m  the  Ne- 
braska bill — for  I  concede  that  it  did  attempt  it— 
to  delegate  irrevocably  power  to  the  Legislatures 
of  Kansas  and  Nebraska  to  determine  their  own 
legislation  at  all  times.  I  maintain  that  it  is  now 
competent  for  Congress,  notwithstanding  this  at- 
tempted abnegation,  to  call  for  and^nmil  any  acts 
of  these  Legislatures  which  we  may  think  proper 
to  disapprove.  But  I  suggest  that  this  is  not  the 
question  now  before  us.  rfe  are  not  now  acting 
on  the  laws  of  the  Territory;  we  are  not  under- 
taking to  annul  any  act  of  Kansas. 

The  law  under  which  the  election  was  held 
has  not  been  called  for;  it  has  not  been  sent  to  us; 
and  we  are  not  now  passing  upon  the  provisions 
of  that  act.  We  are  simply  engaged  in  determ- 
ining upon  the  ri? ht  of  a  contestant  to  a  seat 
on  this  floor  as  a  Delegate  from  a  Territory;  and 
in  this  contest  the  validity  or  the  invalidity  of 
any  act  of  the  Territorial  Legislature  of  Kansas 
is  only  incident«dly  in  question.  I  think,  then, 
sir,  that  this  is  a  most  extraordinary  power  tliat 
we  are  asked  to  confer.  I ,  for  one,  am  not  willing 
to  concede  it  to  any  committee,  except  under  very 
extraordinaTy  circumstances, and  in  the  mostim- 
portant  exigencies  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman 
fVom  Virginia  to  allow  me  a  few  moments  of  his 
time  before  he  resumes  his  seat. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  I  Would  say  to  my  friend 
from  Louisiana  that  I  promised  the  eeotlemau 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Campbell]  to  renew  the  demand 
for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Louisiana  will  renew  the  demand,  I  have  no  ob- 
jection to  granting  his  request. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  I  will  renew  it.  It  is  not 
my  intention  to  say  a  word  upon  the  questions 
involved  in  what  is  known  as  the  Kansas  contro- 
versy. I  desire,  however,  to  address  to  the  House 
A  iew  words  in  relation  to  the  precise  question 
now  before  it.  As  I  YUiderstand  it,  the  question 
which  ift  now  presented  for  our  consideration  is 
this:  Shall  the  Committee  of  Elections  have  the 
.  p<ywer  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  with  a  view 
to  the  investigation  of  the  question  which  has 
risenas to  the  right  to  the  seat  now  occupied  by 
General  Whitfield  in  this  Hall,  as  a  Delegate 
from  the  Territory  of  Kansas.  The  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Territories,  in  addressing  the 
House  with  respect  to  it,  said,  in  reply  to  the 
remark  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Missouri, 
-  that  the  act  regulating  the  proceedings  with  re- 
spect to  contested  elections,  passed  in  1851,  had 
no  application  to  the  question  involved  in  this 
contest;  and  that  gentleman,  aAer  having  made 
that  declaration,  said  that  the  authority  which  the 


committee  asked  to  be  permitted  to  exercise  was 
derived  from  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 

Mr.  Speaker,  according  to  my  view,  that  gen- 
tleman fell  into  a  grave  error;  and  it  is  an  error 
which  will  be  perfectly  apparent  to  any  individ- 
ual who  takes  the  pains  to  examine  I  he  structure 
of  this  House,  and  the  relations  which  subsist 
between  it  and  the  contestants.  This  House  has 
certain  authority  derived  from  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States.  That  authority  is  conferred 
upon  it  by  an  article  of  the  Constitution,  in  which 
it  is  declared  that  the  House  <*  shall  be  the  jud^e 
of  the  election,  returns,  and  qualifications  of  Hb 
own  members."  Sir,  the  contest  which  is  had 
in  view,  is  not  a  contest  in  respect  to  the  seat  of 
any  individual  claiming  to  be  a  member  of  this 
House.  The  Territories  are  distinct  and  separate 
from  the  States  of  th|s  Union.  The  members 
of  this  House,  with  respect  to  which  the  power 
is  given  in  the  article  of  the  Constitution  wnich  { 
have  read,  have  a  right  to  seats  upon  this  floor, 
and  have  a  right  to  a  voice  in  the  legislation  of  the 
country.    They  have  the  right  to  act. 

Now,  what  is  the  relation  between  the  Terri- 
tories and  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  what  is  the  relation  between  the  Delegates  of 
the  Territories  and  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  ?  Why^  sir,  the  Delegate  has  no  voice  in 
legislation,  tie  is  not  a  member  of  this  House. 
He  is  simply  an  agent  of  the  people  of  a  Ter- 
ritory, who  delegate  to  him  the  power  to  repre- 
■sent  them  here,  with  the  permission  of  Congress 
— ^with  the  permission  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States;  and  he  represents  them  only  in 
making  known  their  wishes  with  respect  to 
measures  they  desire  to  have  passed  for  their 
benefit,  and  in  making  known  their  objections  to 
measures  which  we  propose  to  pass  in  respect 
to  them,  and  which  they  see  reason  to  object  to. 
Under  those  circumstances,  a  Delegate  is  not  a 
member  of  the  House.  He  is  a  simple  agent, 
employed  by  a  distinct  community,  to  act  in 
Congress;  and  under  the  legislation  of  the  United 
States  that  agent  is  permitted  to  have  a  seat  upon 
this  floor  for  his  convenience,  and  for  the  conve- 
nience of  the  public  business.  That  is  the  extent 
of  the  privilege.  He  has  no  authority  to  act.  He 
has  no  voice  in  deciding  questions.  He  has  no 
power.  Looking  at  the  relation  which  exists  be- 
tween the  Territories  and  the  States  of  the  Union, 
and  the  peculiar  character  and  position  of  the 
Delesates  from  the  Territories,  is  it  not  inevitar 
ble,  that  any  one  who  wishes  to  decide  correctly 
will  say  that  no  authority  whatever,  with  respect 
to  this  contest,  is  vested  in  tMs  House  by  that 
article  of  the  Constitution  ?  If  there  be  any  power 
in  this  House  to  engage  in  any  such  investiga- 
tion as  that  involved  in  the  existing  contest,  that 
power  is  derived  either  from  the  provisions  of 
the  territorial  acts,  or  from  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  1851.  By  the  general  terras  of  the  thirty- 
second  section  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  act,  the 
act  of  1851  is,  with  other  acts  of  Congress,  de- 
clared to  be  operative  over  the  Territory  of  Kan- 
sas. If  that  act  be  not  in  force,  then  this  House 
is  wiithout  any  authority  to  act  in  relation  to  this 
matter,  unless  it  be  given  in  the  territorial  act 
itflelf.  The  simple  question  presented  is,  whether 
this  individual  or  that  individual  has  the  proper 
power  of  attorney  from  the  people  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Kansas.  If  other  evidence  besides  that 
provided  for  in  the  territorial  act  is  to  be  ob- 
tained, and  a  power  equal  to  the  investigation  is 
not  given  by  the  act,  and  if  the  act  of  1851  be  not 
operative,  tnere  is  no  act,  no  authority,  and  no 
power  in  this  House  in  relation  to  that  subject. 

-But,  sir,  I  believe  that  the  act  of  1851  is  appli- 
cable. 1  beUeve  that  the  greater  proposition 
always  includes  the  minor;  that  the  mode  of 
investigation  provided  for  determining  the  right 
to  the  seats  or  members  of  this  House— *which  is 
the  greater  proposition— necessarily  embraces 
withm  it  the  minor  proposition,  that  of  deieniir 
ining  the  right  of  persona  to  appear  anoDgst  us 
as  Delegates  from  the  Territories,  upon  the  princi- 
ples of  construction  so  clearly  laid  down  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  {Mr.  Millson.]  If 
that  view  be  correct,  then  it  is  perfectly  dear  that 
this  House  has  no  authority  to  act  in  any  other 
manner  until  the  steps  contemplated  by  the  bxX  of 
1851  have  been  completed.  And  why  ?  For  this 
simple  reason,  that  this  body  has  no  authority 
which  has  not  been  conferced  upon  it  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  or  by  an  act  of 


Congress  which  has  received  a  constitmiou) 
sanction.  And,  sir,  no  such  power  is  meo  by 
the  territorial  act  under  which  Genenl  WhitfieU 
has  taken  his  seat;  and  if  it  is  not  conferred  opw 
the  House  by  the  act  of  1851,  it  cannot  be  now 
upon  any  resolution  adopted  by  itself,  for  it  hu 
no  power  under  the  Constitution  tosoaet  k 
can  only  act,  I  say,  in  conjunction  with  thatotW 
branch  to  which  is  intrusted  the  l^bbti? e  pover 
of  this  Government,  sitting  at  the  other  eod  d 
the  Capitol,  and  after  the  power  has  been  cm- 
ferred,  and  the  particular  manner  of  proceeding 
has  been  establisned,  by  the  exercise  of  the  lefii- 
lative  power  of  this  nation. 

That  is  all  that  I  wish  to  say  to  the  Houie  npoi 
the  subject  at  this  time;  and  i  now  renew  theoB 
for  the  previous  question,  in  compliance  with  tk 
understanding  with  the  gentleman  from  Oktt, 
[Mr.  Campbell.  1 

Mr.  DUNN.  1  hope  the  genUemanfron  Loi- 
isiana  will  indulge  me. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  I  renew  the  call  only  ia  eoa- 
plianoe  with  the  agreement  made  with  the  meiB- 
ber  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Cajipbsli..] 

Mr.  DUNN.  Then  I  hope  the  gentleman  bw 
Ohio  will  consent  to  withdraw  it  uotil  1  nakee 
feiv  r6mai*k8 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  assented,  and  the  eiH  k 
the  previous  question  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  DUNN.  I  do  not  lite,  Mr.  Weaker, to 
vote  for  the  resolution  offered  by  the  Comminee 
of  Elections  as  it  now  is,  if  it  is  possible  to  ban 
it  put  in  some  better  form; and  therefore  it  U  that 
I  am  inclined  to  approve  of  the  sog^estioo  of  the 
ffentleman  from  Greorgia,  to  recommit  the  retail- 
uon;  and  if  there  be  nothing  more  than  a  soggo* 
tion  to  that  eflfect,  I  will  make  that  motioo. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  have  aheady  movad  tii 
recommit  it. 

Mr.  DUNN.  Very  well;  then  as  the  motioB 
is  made,  I  wish  simply  to  give  the  reaaooavlif  I 
approve  of  that  motion. 

It  is  very  certain,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  there  in 
great  abuse  of  the  public  mind  on  thia  wbj^u 
one  or  the  other  direction  of  the  country.  Tben 
may  be  an  abuse  both  ways,  as  is  suneite^  w 
my  right.  And  it  is  important  that  tbe  pRO* 
truth,  as  far  as  possible,  should  be  aicertiiM 
by  such  means  aa  we  can  command,  and  pn- 
mulged  to  the  country.  But,  sir,  when  ve  «R 
asked  to  clothe  the  Committee  of  Electioiui^ 
MtUimited  potoer  on  this  subject,  that,  1  thiBk^ii 
going  further  than  is  proper.  Therefore  it «, 
that  It  occurs  to  me  the  matter  should  |^t  back  k 
the  committee,  and  they  be  instructed  to  n^ 
the  extent  of  the  power  with  which  they  aeekto 
be  clothed,  as  to  the  number  of  ^^o^JrJ 
shall  call  on  each  side,  and  as  to  the  pointsof  i« 
controversy  to  which  these  witneasea  are »  » 
called.  WhUe  we  ovght  io aeefc ybr Me  inlk,m 
is  no  propru^  in  toholl^  di$r^arii*g  all  emi^ 
uUona  1^  economy;  and  gentleiaen  need  not  ttf 
their  imaginations  to  see  how  greatly  this  li^ 
power  might  be  abused.  I  am  not  to  be  oi«^- 
atood  by  this  remark  asinthnatiag  a  feartlWtK 
members  of  the  committee  themaelvea  *<w™  "f 
dulge  in  any  abuses,  but  eager  and  anxiou*"*"* 
on  both  sides  of  this  controveray  ^^fP'^^ 
matter  beyond  the  reasonable  indulgcnw"  *J* 
committee;  and  if  the  committee  8lwnl'*>*jT; 
say  to  them  that  their  importunitiea  «an  »» 
further  indulged,  the  party  thus  ^^.^^ 
miffhtgo  forth  to  the  country  andsay  that  j«^ 

had  not  been  done  them,  and  so  the  '"J'^^'tS 
of  the  report  of  this  committee  will  be  ^J^^T 
on  the  public  mind.  For  this  cause,!  ihutfi» 
matter  should  go  ^gain  to  the  ^'>''^^^^*lTfj^ 
comraitteo  should  report  in  »ome^  plain  m  ^ 
cise  way  the  extent  of  power  they  want «?  ^  ^ 
number  of  witaessoa,  and  as  to  ^^J^^ 
which  these  witnesses  are  to  be  called.  " 
indulgence  proposed  by  the  committee  ii  «**^ 
insumcient  by  any  interested  P^jy*  '^  h^vaai 
be  then  suggested  here,  and  the  House,  t*T  .^ 


doubt,  will  extend  the  authority  of  the  cm^ 
tee  to  such  a  liberal  point  as  wAl  insure  uw  ««J 
of  justice.    This  will  than  be  done  in  tbtw»» 

day,  and  all  men  will  see  it.  l  ^ 

This  investigation  is  due,  I  thinki  to  ^^^ 
the  gentlemen  who  are  contesting  "^  *  *®j  y, 
this  floor.  It  is  due  to  Mr.  WhitfieW  tM^ 
Governor  Reeder,  both.  It  is  au«  J?^  ^. 
friends  of  both,  and  to  all  sections  of  the  cw»^ 

try.    .  The  .imflg»stioa  wMe .  kf  ^^  «^"^ 
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Mr.  HOUSTON.  If  the  demand  for  the  pre- 
Tiom  question  be  withdrawn,  I  insist  that  it 
fihall  be  withdrawn  altogether.  I  should  like  to 
discuss  the  question,  but  I  have  forborne  to  do  so; 
but  I  do  not  want  to  see  the  floor  fanned  out. 

The  SPEAKER  The  Chair  will  state,  that 
when  the  call  for  the  previous  question  is  with- 
drawn, it  is  withdrawn  altogether.  The  gentle- 
roan  on  the  floor,  aAer  the  call  is  withdrawn,  is 
mt  liberty  to  renew  it  or  not,  as  he  pleases.  Does 
the  ffentleman  from  Maine  [Mr.  Waibbukn] 
withdraw  the  call  ? 

Mr.  WASHBURN.    I  do  not. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  would  inquire  whether 
the  previous  question  does  not  cut  ofi"  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  G^rgia  [Mr.  Stephens] 
to  recommit  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  Not  under  the  rules  of  the 
House.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
HicEMAN,]  wno  reported  the  resolution,  is  now 
entitled,  under  the  rules  of  the  House  and  accord- 
ing to  its  usage,  to  close  the  debate. 

Mr.  HICKMAN.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  propose,  in 
what  I  have  to  say  upon  the  question  now  before 
the  House,  to  address  myself  directly  to  the  argu- 
ment which  has  been  advanced  by  tne  honorable 
gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Stephens;]  and  I 
will  state  here  that,  upon  the  main  question  of  the 
contested  rifht,  I  have  formed  no  opinion,  and  I 
propose  to  fbrm  none  until  I  shall  have  before  me 
the  reliable  facts  neceysary  for  the  formation  of 
such  an  opinion  as  I  may  safely  rest  upon.  To 
enable  me  to  do  so,  I  have  joined  with  the  com- 
mittee in  asking  the  passage  of  the  resolution 
which  I  took  occasion  to  introduce  this  morning. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  (interrupting.)  Lrise  to  pre- 
sent to  the  Chair  a  point  of  order  in  connection 
with  the  remarks  or  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania. The  rule  that  authorizes  the  member 
Teportinff  a  matter  iVom  a  committee  to  debate  it 
after  debate  has  been  arrested  so  ftu*  as  other 
members  are  concerned,  has  always  been  con- 
strued— I  think  without  a  solitary  ruling  to  the 
contrary — to  apply  after  a  motion  to  commit  has 
been  disposed  or.  If  the  House  should  determ- 
ine against  recommitting  in  this  case,  then  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  would  have  a  right 
to  his  closing  speech. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  informed  that 
the  privilege  is  granted  to  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  in  accordance  with  the  usage  of  the 
House.  The  Clerk  will  read  the  decision  by  which 
the  Chair  is  influenced. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

"The  qaestion  then  recurred  on  the  demand  ibrthe  pre 
vioofiqueiition,  which  was  leconded,  and  the  main  question 
ordered  to  be  put.  Mr.  Gorman  having  riien  for  the  pur- 
po«e  of  closing  the  debate,  Mr.  Clingmam  made  the  point 
of  order,  that  it  was  not  competent  for  the  genUeman  to 
debate  the  question  further  at  this  time,  the  question  before 
the  House  being  a  motion  to  refer  the  propotdtion  reported 
by  him  to  a  committee.  The  Speaker  overruled  the  point 
of  order,  on  the  ground  that  the  34tb  rule  of  the  House  con- 
ferred tmi  power  upon  a  member  reporting  the  measure 
under  consideration  ttom  a  committee  to  open  and  close 
tlie  debate. '^ 

Mr.  SMITH ,  of  Virginia.  Suppose  the  House 
refuse  to  recommit:  the  qtiestion  will  then  come 
up  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution;  and  will  the 
gentleman  have  the  right  then  to  make  another 
speech  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    He  will  not. 

Mr.  SMITH.  If  that  be  the  case,  then,  has  not 
the  g^enUeman  who  makes  the  motion  to  recommit 
the  right  to  close  the  debate  on  that  motion? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  rule  of  the  House  takes 
eflTect  when  debate  is  closed ;  and  debate  having 
been  closed  by  ordering  the  main  question  to  be 
put,  the  Chair  accorded  the  floor  to  the  gentleman 
firom  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  had  not  looked  into  the 
decisions;  I  merely  spoke  from  recollection. 
,  There  is  an  evident  distinction  between  the  case 
read  by  ihe  Clerk  and  the  one  now  before  the 
House.  The  object  of  the  34th  rule  was  to  pro- 
tect the  gentleman  who  made  the  report  in  his 
right  to  close  the  debate  on  it.  The  proposi- 
tion in  tlie  case  read  was  to  commit  the  whole 
subject-matter  to  some  other  committee;  and  if  it 
Imd  carried,  it  would  have  taken  it  fVom  the  juris- 
diction of  the  committee  of  which  Mr.  Gk>rman 
was  a  member  and  deprived  him  of  tlie  privileges 
of  ihe  34th  rule.    In  this  case  the  proposition  is 
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to  recommit  to  the  same  committee.  If  it  goes 
there,  when  it  comes  back  the  gentleman  can  then 
exercise  his  ri^ht. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  holds  that  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  tlio  right  to 
close  debate  when  the  main  question  is  ordered 
to  be  put;  that  the  rule  takes  afiect  at  this  time, 
for  if  the  resolution  is  recommitted,  the  gentle- 
man will  be  deprived  of  opportunity  to  speak  to 
the  question. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Not  at  all;  the  resolution 
can  come  back  again. 

Mr.  HICKMAN.  I  am  unwilling  to  make  up  a 
judgment  upon  an  y  thing  short  of  competen  t  proof  . 
Other  gentlemen  must  act  as  they  sec  prot)cr  in 
this  respect;  but  I  consider  the  question  to  oc  de- 
termined of  too  much  importance  to  be  dispdsed 
of  by  a  summary  process,  and  without  evidence. 
In  tnis  matter  I  am  not  satisfied  with  any  opin- 
ions made  up  from  the  newspapers  of  the  aay.  I 
imagine  thev  are  all  highly  colored,  if  not  grossly 
exaggerateu.  Whatever  may  suit  the  conven- 
ience of  other  gentlemen,  I  be^  leave  for  myself 
to  say,  that  I  shall  form  no  opinion  for  Governor 
Reeder  or  against  him,  for  General  Whitfield  or 
against  him,  without  evidence  of  the  most  unim- 
peachable and  reliable  character.  It  is  the  right, 
not  merely  of  the  a^greg^ate  members  of  this 
House,  but  of  each  individual  member,  to  de- 
mand that  the  fullest  testimony  shall  be  produced 
in  reference  to  rights  claimed,  Of  what  avail  is 
it  to  us  that  this  paper  has  proclaimed  one  fact, 
and  that  paper  another?  (Jan  we  be  asked  to 
determine  solemn  questions  of  right  on  such 
evidence  ? 

Of  what  use  will  it  be  to  recommit  this  matter 
to  the  Committee  of  Elections,  as  proposed  by 
the  genUeman  from  Georgia.'  What  further  or 
fuller  record  can  they  make  which  will  give  addi- 
tional light  to  this  House  ?  Has  not  Governor 
Reeder  stated  in  his  memorial  that  the  election 
under  which  General  Whitfield  claims  to  hold 
his  seat  is  an  illegal  election — that  there  is  no 
warrant  of  law  for  such  an  election — and  that  in 
the  pretended  election  hundreds  of  illegal  votes 
were  cast  ?  And  has  not  he  stated  in  tliat  memo- 
rial, what  we  are  bound  to  take  notice  of,  that 
he  is  unable  to  make— and  therefore  excuses  him- 
self from  making — ^further  specifications,  for  the 
reason  that  he  was  unable  to  obtain,  from  the  ex- 
ecutive office  of  the  Territory,  certain  papers  or 
copies  of  papers  necessary  for  him  in  making  out 
the  proof  of  those  facts  ?  Now ,  sir,  the  House  is 
in  possession  of  that  memorial,  and  are,  therefore, 
in  possession  of  the  solemn  allegation  of  the  con- 
testant, that  he  cannot  be  more  particular  than  he 
has  been.  Will  it  not,  then,  be  idle  for  the  com- 
mittee to  attempt  to  define  that  which  the  con- 
testant himself  is  unable  to  define,  by  reason  of 
the  public  offices  of  the  Territory  being  closed 
against  him?  It  will  not,  therefore,  profit  us  to 
recommit  this  resolution. 

But,  sir,  upon  ihe  merits  of  the  resolution  itself, 
we  are  told  that  the  act  of  1851  binds  the  com- 
mittee down,  and  that  they  are  restrained,  if  I 
understand  the  argument  which  has  been  ad- 
vanced here,  in  their  investigations  to  matters 
which  shall  be  made  known  to  them  through 
depositions  taken  in  the  Territory,  because  that 
act  simply  prescribes  that  the  testimony  may  be 
adducea  in  that  form,  and  by  those  means.  Now, 
sir,  as  I  look  at  that  act,  inasmuch  as  it  refers  by- 
its  terms  to  membtra^tfthe  HovHt  it  is  inapplicable 
to  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  or  to  any  otner  Ter- 
ritory. The  Delegate  from  a  Territory  is  in  no 
sense  a  member  of  this  House.  Its  very  terms 
would  exclude  it  from  the  application  contended 
for.  Suppose  it  is  applicable,  has  not  the  memorial 
of  the  contestant  here  been  sufficiently  minute  and 
explicit  in  its  terms  ?  Has  not  he  stated  every- 
thing which  that  act  of  Congress  requires  ?  Has , 
he  not  said,  as  the  first  ground  upon  which  he 
contests  the  seat  of  his  opponent,  tnat  there  is  no 
law  under  which  an  election  of  this  kind  could  be 
held?  Has  he  not  alleeed  the  further  eround  that, 
at  the  election,  several  hundreds  of  ulegal  votes 
were  cast?  Would  you  require  of  him,  then,  in 
the  face  of  his  positive  assertion,  that  the  public 
offices  of  the  Territory  are  closed  against  him,  that 
he  shall  give  the  names  of  the  individuals  who 
cast  those  illegal  votes!  Why,  sir,  you  will  not 
ask  any  man  claiming  a  seat  here  to  perform  that 
which  It  is  impossible  for  him  to  perform.    I  con- 


tend, therefore,  that  Qovernor  Reeder  has  doM 
everything  in  this  respect  which  the  act  of  Coa. 
grcss  demands  of  him. 

But,  sir,  suppose  that  act  bbds  us,  in  the  fim 
instance,  to  nmke  our  inquiries  simply  by  isM- 
sitions,  does  it  by  any  means  foUov  that  vein 
precluded  from  other  species  of  prooH  Ifacomt 
of  law  makes  its  rules  in  regara  to  depoiitiotu, 
does  it  necessarily  preclude  the  preaeaution  of 
witnesses  befqre  the  court  \iue\ti  Do  I  ooder- 
stand  it  to  be  Oontended  here,  that,  becaiue  this 
law  of  Congress  provides  for  taking  depQeiuou 
in  a  contested  case,  that  therefore  Diia  House  ii 
incapable  of  resorting  to  other  species  of  proof? 
I  trust  that  no  such  argument  as  that  will  be 
resorted  to,  because  I  conceive  that  it  it  perfectlj 
untenable.  The  Constitution,  which  gJTes  to  thu 
House  the  power  of  judging  of  the  eleotjon  ud 
qualification  of  its  meml^rs,  on  the  Tenrgrouitd 
assumed  by  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana,  [Mr. 
Tatlor,]  entitles  the  committee  to  what  is  here 
asked ;  for,  as  the  major  includes  the  mioor,  ill 
other  incidiental  powers  necessary  to  theexeiviii 
of  thai  power  are  necessarily  given  to  them. 

But,  sir,  we  are  told  that  Govemor  Reeder, bj 
issuing  certain  certificates  to  certain  membenof 
the  LegisUture  of  Kansas,  and  bv  his  oftcial 
message  to  that  body,  has  admitted  that  they  v»e 
a  legal  bod  v,  competent  to  make  legal  enactmentt, 
and  that,  tnerefore,  both  he  and  toe  people  of  tke 
Territory  are  estopped  by  those  acts.  Hov  do 
we  know  that  Governor  Reeder  has  issued  ceinio 
certificates  of  election  to  certain  menben  of  ik 
Kansas  LegislcUure  ?  How  do  we  know  that  k 
communicsUed  a  messi)ge  to  that  body?  Hafe 
we  any  competent  proof  of  those  facts?  Tbere 
is  no  proof  of  the  kind;  and  when  memben al- 
lege them  as  existences,  they  derive  those  exut- 
ences  from  the  very  sources  to  which  1  have  al- 
luded— the  newspaper  reports  of  the  dav— whidi 
I  myself  am  not  willing  to  be  governed  oy.  Bat, 
sir,  suppose  he  did  the  very  acts  which  it  is  bo* 
contended  he  has  done,  will  it  be  pretended  tbai 
he  is  estopped  thereby  ?  And  if  so,  will  it  be  pie- 
tended  that  the  citizens  of  Kansas  are  estopped 
by  those  acts  of  his? 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  (interrupting.)  The  gen- 
tleman  asks  where  we  get  the  evidence  of  tk 
acts  of  Reeder.  He  says  we  get  them  fiom  tbt 
newspaperl.  I  tell  the  gentleman  that,  so  far « 
I  am  concerned,  I  get  the  evidence  fVoin  the  jov- 
nal  published  by  authority  of  the  Legislatan^ 
Kansas,  of  which  we  are,  sitting  as  a  court, » 
take  the  same  notice  as  we  do  of  the  jounuUcf 
State  Legislatures;  or,  in  other  words,  as  vt 
would  tuke  notice  of  a  public  hiw.  Hereiitfcf 
boo^,  and  there  is  the  message— several  of  tbes 
— and  finally  the  message  in  which  he  asjt 
his  reasons  for  no  longer  recognizing  the  aotw- 
ity  of  the  Territorial  Legislauire;  that  is,  tbt 
they  had  adjourned,  as  I  stated  before,  fns 
Pawnee  City  to  Shawnee  Mission. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  1  desire  to  ask  this ^ 
tion  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia:  Does  mJ 
the  memorial  before  the  committee  and  before" 
House  state  not  only  on  behalf  of  the  eonte««J 
himself,  but  on  behalf  of  the  whole  people  (rfw 
Territory  of  Kansas,  that  the  Legislattire  wk<» 
journal  you  read  from  is  not  the  L^f**!***'[*r 
the  peoDle  of  Kansas,  but  of  a  legislauw  wr 
imposed  upon  the  people  of  Kansas  by  the  fots 
of  perisons  not  resident  in  Kansas? 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  That  is  what  the  m^ 
riaGst  has  told  us;  and  yet  that  is  where  1«! 
he  is  estopped  by  his  official  act,  which  wc  m 
got  here,  and  which  we  are  bound  lo  take  Booff 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  The  genUenuin  do«  »* 
take  my  point.  The  document  from  wbici»f 
reads  is  put  forth  by  the  very  legislative  atfW" 
bly,  the  existence  of  which  is  put  in  issue  m" 
a  matter  of  fact.  ,     _ 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  The  memorialist  hw*J 
denied  that  he  made  these  messages,  vwcj  «^ 
of  public  record,  and  which  we  take  nouce  oi. 
the  memorialist  denies  that,  then  I  will  go  «!J2 
extent  you  wish.  But  he  does  not  put  that »» 
before  us.  ,      u » 

Mr.  HICKMAN.    Here,  Mr.  Spedtcr,  »• 
book,  and  of  what  more  use  is  it  to  us  m  a^ 
investi^tion  than  any  other  book  ?  Or  ^"*^  rJJ, 
proof  IS  it  before  a  court,  or  before  ft  legi»" 
body,  than  a  newspaper  itself?    Where  dM 
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there  any  force  in  luch  an  obieetion  ?  Does  this 
contestant  stand  npon  a  dmerent  ground  from 
others,  because  he  occupied  the  executive  chair 
of  the  Territory  i  No,  sir;  the  people  of  the 
Territory  are  no  more  precluded  now  finom  insti- 
tuting the  inquiry,  by  reason  o(  anything  that 
Governor  Reeder  did  when  he  was  in  the  guber- 
natorial office,  than  if  they  had  sent  an  entirely 
different  man  as  their  Pelegate. 

If,  instead  of  Governor  Reeder,  they  had  sent 
another  person,  it  would  not  be  pretended,  I  pre- 
sume, that  he,  in  his  own  behalf,  and  in  that  of 
his  people,  could  not  have  instituted  the  inquiry 
which  It  is  designed  now  to  institute.  Reeder 
was  Governor,  but  he  is  Gkivemor  no  more;  the 
power  which  made  him  such  unmade  him*  He 
presents  himself  here  as  an  individual  man,  not 
as  an  officer  of  the  General  Government.  He  is 
here  in  behalf  of  the  people  of  the  Territory; 
end  it  cannot  be  pretended,  with  any  show  of 
reason  or  argument,  that  he  stands  upon  different 

f  round  from  any  other  contestant,  simply  because 
e  was  at  one  time  Governor  of  the  Territory. 

The  public  mind  throughout  the  country  is 
inflamea  and  excited  on  this  question.  We  nave 
no  facts — undoubted  focts-^as  to  the  real  exist- 
ence of  affairs  in  the  Territory  of  Kansas.  As 
much  as  has  been  published  and  read,  we  know 
nothing  of  the  true  cause  of  the  past  and  present 
difficulties  there.  We  have  no  proof.  I  insist, 
therefore,  that  it  is  the  right  and  the  duty  of  this 
House  to  apply  itselt  at  once  to  a  proper  ascertain- 
ment of  all  ttiQ  facta  of  the  case.  I  msist  that  we 
shall  no  longer  be  governed  by  rumors,  and  worse 
than  rumors.  It  is  necessary,  not  merely  for  the 
peace  of  the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  but 
for  the  peace  of  the  people  of  the  entire  countiy, 
that  the  facts  should  be  known,  and  that  the 
question  should  be  fairly  settled.  And  for  one, 
so  far  as  it  is  within  my  power,  I  intend  to  direct 
myself  to  an  ascertainment  of  these  facts,  and 
to  a  determination  of  the  qnestion  at  issue,  with 
an  eye  single  to  the  menu  and  justice  of  the 
case.  I  shall  not  be  governed  by  what  men  n&ay 
say,  or  by  what  newspapers  may  publish.  I 
shall  be  governed,  as  every  honest  man  should  be 
governed,  by  the  sworn  testimony.  If,  then,  the 
seat  be  given  to  General  Whitfield,  I  shall  be  satis- 
fied, if,  on  the  other  hand,  General  Whitfield 
be  unseated,  and  his  place  be  given  to  Governor 
Reeder,  nobodv  has^a  right  to  complain.  It  is 
for  this  we  seek.  We  only  wish  to  arrive  at  a 
sensiole  conclusion  in  reference  to  the  points  at 
issue.  Is  there  any  here  who  are  afraid  of  the 
inquiry  ?  If  so,  then  there  must  be  stroiijp;  reason 
why  the  inquiry  should  be  instituted.  If  there  is 
wrong,  expose  it;  if  there  is  right,  let  it  be  pub- 
lishea  from  the  mountain-top. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  If  the  gentleman  puts  the 
inquiry  to  me,  I  tell  him  that  I  have  not  the 
slightest  fear;  but  I  do  not  see  the  necessity  of 
the  inquiry  proposed,  when,  so  far  as  w«  can 
judffe  from  rules  of  evidence  and  common  sense, 
we  have  now  the  whole  case  before  us.  Without 
detaining  the  House  further,  I  will  tell  the  gen- 
tleman, wheQ  he  wants  to  know  why  I  am  op- 
posed to  sending  for  persons  and  papers,  that 
what  I  have  stated  is  tne  reason  for  my  opposi- 
tion. I  ask  any  gentleman  here  whether  Govr 
emor  Reeder  denied  the  validity  of  laws  passed 
by  the  Legislature  of  Kansas  until  they  changed 
their  place  of  meeting;  and  whether  he  denies 
the  validity  now  of  the  laws  passed  at  Pawnee 
City  ?  If  there  are  any  who  know  of  his  denial, 
he  will  be  pleased  to  state  it. 

Mr.  HICKMAN.  I  do  not  care  whether  Gov- 
ernor Reeder  did  or  did  not  deny  their  validity. 
I  will  not  admit  that  the  people  of  Kansas  are  to 
be  cx>ncluded  by  his  acts  when  Gx>vemor;  I  will 
not  grant  that  any  admission  of  his  is  the  admis- 
sion of  the  people  of  that  Territory. 

But  we  have  all  the  fiaicts  necessary  to  the  adju- 
dication of  the  case,  (says  my  friend  from  Geor- 
gia;) all  the  light  necessary  now  blams  Ailly  upon 
us.  If  there  are  no  inquiries  to  make — no  facts 
to  gather,  why,  then,  ao  we  raise  committees? 
Why  not  disband  them  ?  If  we  have  all  the  facts 
and  light  we  want,  in  the  name  of  GK>d,  for  what 

rurpose  have  the  committees  been  appointed? 
have  been  laboring  heretofore,  if  this  be  true, 
linder  a  great  misapprehension.  I  had  supposed 
that  the  Committee  of  Elections  had  been  ap- 
pointed and  held  its  sessions  for  the  .purpose  of 
ascertaining  &cts  and  reporting  on  tosm;  but  I 
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am  now  gravely  told,  by  the  ^;entleman  from 
Greorgia,  tnat  the  House  is  in  possession  of  all 
the  facts;  that  there  is  no  more  hght  to  be  thrown 
upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  said  more  than  I  intended 
to  say.    I  thank  the  House  for  its  indulgence. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  now  is  upon 
recommitting  the  reitolution  to  the  Committee  of 
Elections,  **  with  instructions  to  report  the  rea- 
sons and  grounds  upon  which  they  ask  the  au- 
thority of  this  House  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers." 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  call  for  the  veas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  there  Were — 
yeas  68,  nays  67;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Metcra.  Aiken,  AHen,  Barksdale,  Hendley  8. 
Beiioett,  Bovce,  Brancli)  Brooks^  John  P.  CampbeU.  Ca- 
nithcrs,  Clingman,  WilliamMm  R.  W.  Cobb.  Craige.  Craw- 
ford, Cullen,  DavidAon,  Dowdell,  Dunn,  Elliott,  English, 
Evans,  Fanlkner,  Florence,  Foster,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller, 
Greenwoodj^ugustus  Hall,  J.  Morrison  Uanis,  Sampeoo 
W.  Harris,  Thomas  L.  Harris,  Houston,  Jewett,  George  W. 
Jones,  Keitt,  Kennett,  Kidwell,  Lake,  Letcher,  Lumpkin, 
Humphrey  Marshall,  Samuel  8.  Marihsll,  McMuUin,  Smith 
Miller.  Millson,Moidecai  Olirer,  Orr,  Phelps.  Porter.  Pur- 
year,  Uuitroan,  Reade,Ricand,  Richardson,  Rivers,  RuAn, 
Rust,  Seward,  Shorter,  William  Smith,  Stephens,  Stewart, 
Taylor,  Vail,  Valk,  Walker,  Watkins,  Winslow,  Daniel  B. 
Wrudit,  and  John  V.  Wright— 68. 

NAyS— Messrs.  AJbrigbt,  Baritoor,  Henry  Bennett,  Ben- 
son, Billinghurst,  Bingham,  B|is9,  Brenton,  Broom,  Burlin- 
came, Lewis D.  CampbeU,  ClawsonjColfax, Coniins, Cum- 
baok.  Dean,  Dick,  Dicktion,  Dodd,  Edwards,  Flagler,  Oid- 
dings,  Grancer,  Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Haven,  Hiokman, 
HoUoway,  Thomas  R.  Horton,  Howard,  Hughston,  Ktlsey, 
Knapp.  Knight.  Knox,  Leiter,  Meacham,  Killian  Miller, 
Morrill,  Motty  Nichols,  Nonon,  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker, 
Pearce,  Pennmgton,  Perry,  Pike,  Ritchie,  Robbins,  Sabin, 
Sapp,  Scott,  Sherman,  Simmona,  Stanton,  Stranahaa, 
Thurston,  Trafton.Tvson.  Wade,  Wakeman,  Walbridfe, 
Waldron,  Bllihu  B.  Wasnbume,  Israel  Washburn,  and 
Woodruir-67. 

The  SPEIAKER  announced  the  result  as  above, 
and  said:  The  uhair  votes  in  the  negative;  so 
there  is  a  tie,  and  the  House  refuses  to  recommiL 

Pendinjr  the  call  of  the  roll — 

Mr.  LETCHER  said  that  he  was  reouested  to 
state  that  Mr.  Carlile  had  paired  on  for  the 
week  with  either  Mr.  BaAni haw  or  Mr.  Roberti . 

Mr.  ELLIOTT  stated  that  Mr.  Bitrnett  had 
left  the  city  to  visit  his  family,  and  had  re<iuested 
him  to  state  to  the  House  tliat  he  had  paired  cuOf 
with  a  gentleman  differing  from  him  in  political 
sentiments,  but  whose  name  he  (Mr.  E.)  did  not 
now  recollect. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  Massachusetts^  stated  that  he 
was  requested  to  say  that  Mr.  Damrell  had 
paired  off  with  Mr.  Bococr. 

Mr.  MATT^SON  stated  that  be  had  intended 
to  leave  the  city  ere  this,  and  that  he  had  paired 
off  for  three  weeks — for  two  weeks  with  Mr. 
GoonE,  and  for  one  week  thereafter  with  Mr. 
Sewaro. 

Mr.  NORTON  said,  he  had  been  requested  to 
state  that  Mr.  WoonwoRTB  was  absent  on  ac- 
count of  sickness,  and  that  in  the  opinion  of  his 
physician  he  would  not  be  able  to  be  present 
during  this  week. 

Mr.  CUMBACK  stated  that  Mr.  Pettit  had 
paired  off,  which  accounted  for  iiis  absence. 

Mr.  SANDIDOE  stated  that  he  had  paired  off 
foF-this  week  with  Mr.  Galloway. 

Mr.  DODD  stated  that  Mr.  SpiNi>rER  had  been 
called  home  by  sickness  in  his  family;  and  had 
not  paired  off. 

Mr.  BILLINGHURST  stated  that  he  had  been 
requested  to  say  that  Mr.  Williams  had  paired 
off  with  Mr.  Murray. 

Mr.  CADWALADER  stated  that  he  had 
agreed  to  pair  off  with  Mr.  Durfeb  on  any  occa- 
sion on  which  his  colleague  [Mr.  Tbcrston] 
mif  ht  ask  him  to;  that  Mr.  Thurston  did  not 
mfute  the  request  until  after  he  (Mr.  C.)  had 
voted;  that  having  since  made  the  request,  he 
would  ask  leave  to  withdraw  his  vote. 

Leave  was  granted. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  wish  to  say  a  single 
word  in  explanation — not  for  the  purpose  of 
withdrawing  my  vote.  I  paired  off  with  Mr. 
Emrie,  as  I  understood,  for  two  weeks.  .A  col- 
league, not  now  present,  understood  that  I  had 
paired  off  until  to-day.  I  have  voted  to-day, 
knowing  that  I  was  clearly  insideof  the  agreement. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of^Ohio,  stated  that  he  was 
requested  by  the  gentleman  from  Iowa  [Mr. 
Thorinoton]  to  say,  that  he  had  paired  off  with 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER. 

The  result  having  been  announced  as  above 


recorded',  the  question  recurred  upon  the  adoptioQ 
of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  BARKSDALE.  I  move  that  the  Home 
do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  ClmBACK.    I  demand  tcUera. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messra.  CnoicK 
and  Craige  were  appointed. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  hope  the  genUemu  win 
withdraw  the  motion  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  BARKSDALE.    I  withdraw  the motJM 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  I  move  to  lay  the  rw- 
olution  UDon  the  table;  and  upon  that  motion  I 
demand  tne  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  RITCHIE.  I  move  that  the  HoiuedoDov 
adjourn.   . 

Mr.  H.  MARSHALL.    I  call  for  teflcn. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Maeshau 
and  CuMBACK  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  65,  noes  27. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Hooie 
accordingly  (at  four  o  'clock)  adjourned  UDiil  to- 
morrow, at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wednesoay,  FAruarif  20, 1856. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Henri  C.Dta. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
PETITIONS  AND  MEM0RUL8. 

Mr.  THOMSON,  ofNew  Jersey,  oresented  tie 
memorial  of  Edward  A.  Stevens,  of  NevJeiBer, 
asking  for  an  extension  of  his  patent  fiM*  a  mod« 
of  applying  air  to  the  furnaces  of  steam-en^; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Conunittee  on  Patenti 
and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  present  soroejpapen  in  r^ 
lation  to  the  accommodation  of  the  United  Stata 
courts  in  Boston,  and  urgine  the  necessity  of  i 
new  building.  Thei^  papers  have  been  taken  ftm 
the  files  of  the  Department  of  the  Inteiior;  tad 
as  the  subject  is  now  before  the  Committee  oo  tbt 
Judiciary,  I  ask  for  their  reference  to  thatc«» 
mittee. 

They  were  so  referred. 

Mr.  BROWN.  I  have  the  petition  of  Datid 
Gordon,  a  citizen  of  Mississippi,  who  repreaents 
that,  in  1852,  an  act  of  Congress  waa  passed  fer 
the  relief  of  certain  parties,  of  whom  he  was  one; 
that  the  relief  prayed  for  wasjMutly  granted;  hot, 
in  consequence  of  imperfections  m  the  proof- 
some  of  It  not  being  properly  authenticated-be 
did  not  get  ftiU  relief.  During  the  lart  Congrw 
a  second  bill  waspassed ,  requiring  the  accountiB^ 
officers  of  the  Government  to  take  op  his  «ie, 
reiixamine  it,  and  give  him  the  benefit  of  tw 
proof.  For  reasons  which  are  not  officially  stated, 
and  which  are  unsatisfactory  to  the  petitioow, 
the  last  act  of  Congress  has  not  been  ex«««- 
He  complains  that  he  cannot  get  the  ncconntiBf 
officers  of  the  QDvemment  to  execute  the  at, 
and  he  comes  now  to  Congress  for  farther  relirf- 
The  claim  originated  dunng  the  Florida  wif- 
growing  out  of  spoliations  committed  by  Udjm 
States  troops.  As  it  is  a  matter  concemiuf  <«ff 
Indian  relaUons,  I  move  the  reference  of  the  pea- 
tion  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Afiain. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 


Mr.  BROWN.  I  present  a_peUtion 
F.  Dodge,  President,  and  J.  W.  Deeble,  Srtf^ 
tary,  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  ij 
this  District,  who  memorialize  Congress forUJ 
privilege  of  running  a  branch  of  their  nulrow 
through  the  City  of  Washington,  and  thW 
such  of  the  streeteand  avenues  of  the  city  as  ifcq 
may  find  most  convenient  for  that  purpose;  a* 
they  pray  for  an  appropriation  of  land  or  montj 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  road. 

In  introducing  this  petition,  I  ^^^^^n^ 
that  I  do  so  simply  because  I  am  re<l"f*^^  1^ 
so,  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  v\s*^ 
of  Columbia.  I  take  this  occasion  to  say,  "^J 
so  far  as  tliat  portion  of  the  petition  is  conceru^ 
which  asks  for  the  occupancy  of  the  «v''°''^ 
this  city  for  private  purposes,  or  for  the  pujT' 
of  a  company,  I  am  now,  as  I  have  always  • 
opposed  to  granting  it.  There  is  already  ooeiw 
road  across  Pennsylvania  avenue— put  Jd*!*'/ 
I  beUeve,  in  direct  contempt  of  the  a«jn°"^ 
Congress.  These  encroachments  are  being  di«^ 
from  day  to  day,  and  from  year  to  yeaf'^  . 
public  property  here;  and  "  Congress  do«»^^ 
mierpose  to  prevent  it,  the  whole  of  tne  p«* 
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here,  and,  allow  me  to  say,  less  embarrassment 
to  the  presiding:  officer;  for  it  is  very  difficult  for 
you,  sir,  always  to  catch  the  eve  of  tlie  first 
speaker.  But  if  you  adopt  this  rule,  and  call  first 
for  petitions  from  Alabama,  then  for  petitions 
from  Arkansas,  and  thus  go  through  the  alpha- 
betical list  of  States,  it  would  not  take  five  min- 
utes, and  I  believe  we  should  ^ct  through  with 
the  presentation  of  petitions  with  more  regularity 
and  less  competition  for  the  floor  than  is  now  to 
be  daily  perceived.  We  should  then  avoid  having 
a  number  of  gentlemen  on  the  floor — one  asking, 
**  Are  petitions  in  order  ?"  and  another,  **  Are  res- 
olutions in  order?**  The  present  practice  leads 
to  a  great  deal  of  confusion  in  this  body.  If  we 
were  a  smaller  body,  I  believe  it  would  oe  better. 
I  am  a  State-rights  man;  I  go  for  the  usage  of 
Virginia;  and  I  hope  my  friend  will  not  oppose  it. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  did  not  know,  Mr.  President, 
that  the  honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
was  one  of  those  who  had  been  consulted,  or  who 
had  been  instrumental  in  giving  counsel  to  change 
or  rather  to  increase  the  existing  rules  of  the 
Senate.  I  confess  that  the  authority  which  he 
adduces  is  one  that  would  have  a  potent  influence 
in  guiding  my  judgment.  The  honorable  Senator 
has  been  much  more  recently  in  the  presence  of 
the  Legislature  of  Virginia  tnan  myself.  I  have 
not  seen  that  Legislature  for  two  or  three  years, 
or  perhaps  more;  but  I  submit  to  the  honorable 
Senator,  that  even  the  State  of  Virginia — for  whom 
his  reverence  is  certainly  not  greater  than  mine — 
might  possibly  (I  say  possibly)  adopt  some  of 
those  ideas  or  notions  of  government  which  oc- 
casionally travel  from  the  North  to  the  South,  or 
from  the  Blast  to  the  South.  I  was  not  aware  that 
tlie  Legislature  of  Virginia,  which  the  honorable 
Senator  has  cited  against  me,  and  especially  the 
Senafe  of  that  State,  which  is  a  small  body,  had 
adopted  this  rule. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  am  not  confidcnt^bout  the 
Senate.  I  know  that  the  House  there  has  this 
rule,  and  I  believe  both  Houses  have. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  should  rather  doubt  whether 
the  honorable  Senator  is  right  as  to  the  Senate, 
for  the  Senate  is  but  a  small  body,  composed  of 
only  fifty  members;  but  in  a  large  body,  as  the 
popular  Drancb  there  is,  like  the  popular  branch 
nore,  there  may  be  a  necessity^  in  order  to  avoid 
undue  competition — to  tic  up  their  hands  by  some 
binding  rule.  I  still  submit,  with  all  respect  to  the 
Senator,  that  the  fewer  rules  we  can  have  for  the 

grope r  discharge  of  our  duties  the  better  for  the 
enate;  and  the  fewer  rules  we  have,  the  more 
the  Senators  become  responsible  to  the  country 
for  their  deportment  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate. 
1  should  regret  to  see  the  rule  changed. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Kentucky.  I  would  sug- 
gest to  the  Senator  from  California  to  amend  his 
proposition  so  as  to  provide  that,  if  on  any  day 
the  call  for  petitions  is  not  completed,  we  shall 
commence  the  next  day  where  the  call  was  left 
off"  on  the  preceding:  aay.  That  is  the  rule,  I 
know,  in  both  branches  of  the  Kentucky  Legis- 
lature, and  I  consider  it  as  a  very  convenient  and 
good  rule  in  practice.  My  amendment  is  to  add 
••  and  if  on  any  day  the  call  of  all  the  States  is 
not  completed,  the  President,  on  the  next  day, 
shall  begin  with  the  call  where  it  was  left  oif  on 
the  preceding  day,  until  the  r^U  is  completed.*' 
I  suggest  to  the  Senator  from  California  so  to 
amend  his  motion. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  have  no  objection  to  that 
amendment.  I  know  that  my  proposition  will 
avoid  the  confusion  which  very  frequently  takes 
}>lace  hercduring  the  morning  hour, and,  besides. 
It  will  relieve  the  President.  I  know  that  very 
frequently,  when  I  have  come  into  this  Hall  and 
desired  to  ^t  the  floor  at  once,  for  the  presenta- 
tion of  petitions,  in  order  to  meet  an  engagement 
at  the  floor,  or  in  the  other  branch  of  Congress, 
with  some  gentleman,  I  have  sometimes  thought 
it  was  very  strange  that  I  could  not  succeed  in 
ffettin*  the  floor,  and  that  the  President  over- 
k>oked  me,  and  gave  it  to  other  persons.  Now, 
if  this  rule  be  adopted,  there  can  never  be  any 
feeling  of  that  sort  towards  the  Chair.  I  have  seen 
some  Senators  complain,  and  say  they  thought  it 
▼ery  strange  thai  they  could  not  catch  the  eye  of 
the  President.  That  grew  out  of  the  fact,  that 
they  were  very  anxious  to  be  relieved  from  peti- 
tions in  their  charge,  in  order  to  meet  an  engage- 
ment somewhere  else.  I  think  the  adoption  of 
thie  proposition  will  prevent  that  difficulty. 


The  PRESIDENT.  I  am  much  obliged  to  the 
gentleman  for  the  suggestion. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Kentucky.  The  object 
of  my  amendment  is  simply  to  prevent  the  States 
standing  first  on  the  alphabet  being  called  the  first 
time  every  day. 

Mr.  BCTLER.  If  we  adopt  this,  we  can  very 
easily  get  through  the  petitions  erety  morning. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Senator  from 
California  accept  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  ? 

Mr.  WELLER.    Yes,  sir. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  on  agree- 
ing to  the  resolution  thus  amended. 

Mr.  BIGLER.  I  desire  to  say  very  briefly, 
sir,  that  in  consequence  of  having  had  some  ex- 
perience in  a  different  body  of  the  operation  of  a 
similar  rule,  it  is  my  intention  to  vote  against  the 
adoption  of  the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from 
California.  I  think  a  very  short  experience  will 
satisfy  the  Senate  that  the  rule  which  he  proposes 
will  not  facilitate  business,  but  will  rather  aggra- 
vate than  remove  the  difficulties  suggested  by  the 
Senator  from  California.  He  may  occasionally, 
it  is  true,  be  detained  in  presenting  his  petitions 
a  few  moments  by  not  being  recognized  by  the 
Chair;  but  what  will  be  the  result  of  adopting  a 
fixed  rule  requiring  that  all  the  States  snail  be 
called  over  in  alphabetical  order  ?  If  1  am  to  judge 
from  the  experience  which  I  have  witnessedf  witli 
regard  to  counties,  in  another  body,  such  a  prac- 
tice will  consume  much  time,  and  my  friend  will 
find  that  the  same  difficulties  of  which  he  now 
complains  will  then  be  encountered.  He  will  find, 
practically,  that  he  could  much  sooner  under  the 
old  rule  obtain  the  eye  of  the  President,  and  pre- 
sent his  petition,  and  meet  his  friend  at  the  door, 
than  he  will  be  able  to  do  under  this  arbitrary 
rule,  which  would  compel  him  to  wait  until  his 
turn  should  come. 

Again,  sir,  I  observe  another  difficulty.  Such 
a  rule  would,  I  think,  lead  to  an  absence  of  atten- 
tion and  preparation  on  the  part  of  members;  and 
when  their  turn  came,  and  they  were  called  on, 
perhaps  they  would  not  be  in  their  seats,  and  not 
being  in  their  seats  their  petitions  could  not  be 

f>resented,  and  then  it  would  be  necessary  to  ask 
eave  afterwards  to  allow  such  presentation  in  vio- 
lation of  the  order.  Altogether,  the  experience 
which  I  have  seen  is  against  the  proposed  rule. 
A  similar  one  gave  a  fixed,  and  I  thought,  an  un- 
pleasant character  to  the  proceeding  of  the  Senate 
HI  which  I  had  the  honor  of  serving  in  my  own 
State.  For  these  reasons,  I  shall  vote  against  the 
adoption  of  the  proposed  amendment  of  the  rule. 
Mr.  HALE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  and 
they  were  ordered;  and  l>eing  taken,  resulted — 
yeas  18,  nays  19;  as  follows: 

YEA8 — ^Me;>i*ri.  Admna,  Allen,  Bi^^,  Butler,  Crittenden, 
Dodge,  Hamlin,  Houston,  Ivcraon,  Jones  of  Iowa,  Pugb, 
Slidcll,  Thompson  of  Kcnluclcy.Thomfon  of  New  Jersey, 
Toucey,  Trumbull,  Weller,ond  Vuloe— 18. 

NAYS — Messrs,  Benjamin,  Bi^ler,  Brodhead,  Brown, 
Douslos,  Ftfcitfendcn,  Fish,  Foot,  Geyer,  Hale,  Harlan,  Jones 
of  Tennea^c,  Mason,  Fearce,  Kusk,  8tuart,  Sumner, 
Toombs,  and  VVade — 19. 

So  the  motion  of  Mr.  WELLER  was  not  agreed 


to. 


SENATOR  FROM  ILLINOIS. 


Mr.  CRITTENDEN.    1  rise  to  make  an  in- 

3uiry  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the 
udiciary.  I  wish  to  ask  him  when  a  report  may 
probably  be  eJtpected  in  the  case  of  the  Senator 
from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Trcmbull,]  whose  seat  is 
contested.  The  subject  was  referred  to  that  com- 
mittee about  two  months  ago.  I  am  sure  the 
gentleman  will  think  tliat  it  is  due  to  the  Senate, 
and  especially  to  the  honorable  ^ntleman  in  re- 
lation to  whom  this  inquiry  has  oeen  instituted, 
that  the  matter  should  be  brought  to  some  term- 
ination. If  the  chairman  can  inform  me  when 
there  will  probably  be  a  report  I  shall  be  grati- 
fied, 

Mr.  BUTLER.  Mr.  President,  I  believe  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  have,  had  three  meet- 
ings in  which  this  subject  has  been  brought  up. 
We  have  conversed  upon  it  as  involving  a  question 
of  much  interest.  I  do  not  say  there  is  a  differ- 
ence  of  opinion  in  the  committee;  but  I  assure 
my  friend  from  Kentucky  that  we  have  given 
our  attention  to  it  by  calling  it  up.  We  are,  how- 
ever, as  yet,  not  ready  to  decide  upon  it.  We  wish 
to  tal^e  a  little  more  time.  I  think  we  shall  dispose 
of  it  next  Wednesday.  If  there  is  any  suggestion 
to  be  made  in  relation  to  it  by  the  ^entlenum  who 


occupies  the  seal,  or*if  he  wishes  to  be  heard,  we 
are  perfectly  willing  to  hear  him.  We  are  willii^ 
to  dispose  of  the  question  whenever  we  hsTe  a 
full  committee.  At  this  time,  we  have  not  a  fall 
committee.  I  believe  that  is  the  reason  vby it 
was  not  disposed  of  this  morning. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  lamverysorryiliiaib* 
chairman  of  the  committee  is  not  able  togirea 
more  dcfitiite  answer  than  he  has  done  to  ror 
inquiry.  Of  course,  no  Senator  occupies  a  w&t 
pleasantly  when  a  contest  is  made,  hswever  JO- 
founded,  in  regard  to  his  seat.  It  has  been  more 
than  two  long  months  since  the  subject  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee.  I  am  perfectly  satisfied 
that  there  has  been  no  indisposition  to  investifiate 
and  decide  it;  but  I  would  only  invoke,  after 
such  a  lapse  of  time,  the  very  special  and  par- 
ticular attention  of  the  committee  to  the  sabKct. 
Something  more  than  the  courtesy  which  I  think 
we  owe  to  a  member  of  this  body,  a  brother  Sen- 
ator,  requires  that  questions  of  this  sort  should 
be  disposed  of  promptly.  I  have  been  apprised 
that  the  committee  very  politely  ofiered  to  bear 
the  Senator  whose  seat  is  in  question,  but  he  does 
not  desire  to  be  heard  before  thcro.  He  has  con- 
fidence in  the  committee,  and  is  willing  tole&re 
his  case  before  them.  It  is  a  matter  thatdepcndi 
on  record  evidence  and  upon  questions  of  law.  It 
would  be  entirely  fruitless  before  a  commitiep  of 
such  intelligence  to  argue  it.  As  far  as  I  am  able 
to  understand  the  questions  involved,  there  is 
none  that  would  bear  ar^ment  for  one  moment. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  will  say  to  the  honorablo 
Senator  from  Kentucky  that,  from  the  bcginnin; 
— and  I  think  the  Senator  from  Illinois  will  do  me 
the  justice  to  say  so — I  have  been  willing  to  take 
the  Question  up.  I  believe  I  even  went  so  fans 
to  tell  him  that  I  was  willing  to  take  it  up  on  the 
first  day  after  it  was  referred  to  the  committee. 
1  have  thought,  myself,  that  it  ought  to  be  dis- 
posed of;  but  I  cannot  always  control  the  opin- 
ions of  the  committee  of  which  I  am  chairman. 
They  may  ask  for  time;  and,  since  the  subjeet 
has  been  brought  to  the  view  of  the  Senate,  1  vffl 
say  that  time  has  been  asked  for.  It  has  been 
said,  I  think,  that  some  distinguished  gentleman 
from  Illinois  wished  to  be  heard  on  the  subject 
I  do  not  allude  to  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  nor 
to  a  member  in  the  other  House  from  that  State, 
whose  name  has  been  quoted,  and  which  Ian 
therefore  at  liberty  to  mention— Mr.  Har^. 
He  said  that,  so  far  as  he  was  concerned,  he  did 
not  wish  to  be  heard.  I  have  not  conferred  wila 
my  friend,  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Dorc- 
LAS,]  and  I  do  not  know  what  his  views  upon 
the  subject  are.  I  think  I  may  say,  hoTcwr, 
that  the  case  was  postponed  with  a  view  of  haring 
a  conference  with  some  persons  who  may  haw 
an  interest  in  the  question.  I  have  no  interest  in 
delaying  it;  and  I  have  been,  from  the  begifcningi 
ready  to  take  up  this  case  and  all  others  inTolrinj 
the  tenure  to  a  place  on  this  floor.  , 

Mr.  TCX)MBS.  I  will  remark  to  my  ff«M 
from  Kentucky,  that  I  think  the  Commiiiee  on 
the  Judiciary  have  thus  far  devoted  thenwclres 
with  great  diligence  to  this  case— more  than  v 
usual  with  such  matters.  This  contest  mom 
a  great  question  of  conflict  between  the  CoMUtJJ 
tion  of  the  United  States  and  the  constituiJOD  or 
the  State  which  the  gentleman  from  niinois  rep- 
resents. That  is  the  main  question;  and,  in  ^ 
judgment,  it  is  a  very  imjJortani  one,  sno  wj 
from  bein^  free  from  difliculty.  I  have  p«i««* 
my  invesugations  as  a  member  of  the  c^^y'?**' 
with  a  view  of  bringing  all  the  aid  I  could  m 
investigation,  and  reasoning,  and  consuitatiw 
with  the  committee  on  the  subiect.  I  have  be« 
unwilling,  in  common  with  other  gentlemen  vw 
are  memoers  of«the  committee,  to  come  to  s « 
termination  without  a  further investigauonoiw 
grave  and  important  question  of  conflict  het*«"  ^ 
the  Consutution  of  the  United  States  and  iw 
constitution  of  the  State.  It  is  not  confiw*" J? 
that  State,  but  from  a  slight  exaroinauon  wm^i 
have  given  to  the  subject,  I  think  that  ^^^ 
tutions  of  half  the  States  in  the  Union  haw  pr J 
visions  in  them  which  may  be  ^^^J^^-^^ 
the  principal  question  in  <»n*'^^*!™y*"r!!f^, 
be  decidea  in  a  certain  way.  This  is,  inerw  ^ 
a  very  grave  and  important  matter;  U  w  <^ 
whicn  I  am  by  no  means  satisfied. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  I  do  not  mean  to^ 
tinue  the  discussion.  I  mentioned  the  w /T 
merely  with  a  view  to  caU  the  at«etttM>n  oi  u» 
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committee  to  it,  not  doubtio^^  at  all  their  intention 
to  act  and  to  bestow  on  this  matter  all  the  consid- 
eration,  personal  and  official,  which  it  is  properly 
entitled  to.  I  may  venture  to  say,  however,  that 
I  believe  the  committee  will  find,  if  they  proceed 
with  the  investigation  of  this  constitutional  ques- 
tion, that  as  often  as  it  has  occurred — and  it  has 
occurred  heretofore — it  has  been  decided  by  the 
Senate.  Every  question  involved  in  this  case,  I 
think,  has  been  decided  except  one,  and  that 
seems  to  me  be  to  too  clear  for  doubt,  even  upon 
the  constitution  of  Illinois  itself. 

Mr.  TOUCEY.  I  have  the  honor  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and 
I  am  free  to  acknowledge  that,  in  my  mind,  there 
is  no  question  more  important  that  can  be  pre- 
sented  than  the  validity  of  the  State  constitution 
in  this  case.  If  it  comes  in  conflict  with  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  it  is  void.  For 
one,  1  desire  to  investigate  the  matter  fully,  and 
to  decide  it  rightly;  and  I  confess  that,  upon  this 
|>oint,  I  have  not  finished^my  investigations.  At 
the  same  time,  as  a  member  of  the  committee,  I 
shall  be  anxious  to  bring  the  matter  to  a  decision 
at  as  early  a  day  as  possible.  I  may  venture, 
however,  to  suggest,  that  it  is  a  grave  matter  to 
decide  here  that  the  constitution  of  a  State  is  not 
a  valid  c4>nstitution  in  regard  to  any  one  of  its 
provisions.  It  is  a  question  that  ought  not  to  be 
disposed  of  hastily. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Mr.  President,  it  is,  per- 
haps, due  to  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  that  I  should  remark 
that  he  did  express  to  me  a  dispoeition  to  have 
this  matter  called  up  at  an  early  day,  and  he  will 
also  doubtless  remember  that  I  desired  that  he 
should  do  so,  and  expressed  to  him  a  wish  that 
he  would  call  the  committee  together,  and  have 
the  subject  disposed  of.  I  considered  that  it  was 
due  to  the  State  which  sent  me  here,  and  due  to 
myself,  if  there  were  any  question  about  my  right 
to  hold  a  seat,  to  have  it  settled  at  once.  ^  a 
matter  of  course,  however  little  I  might  think  of 
the  question  whiclv  is  raised,  if  others  suppose 
there  is  anything  serious  in  it,  it  makes  it  indeli- 
cate for  mc  to  be  sitting  here;  and  I  have  certainly 
no  desire  to  retain  a  scat  in  this  body  for  one  mo- 
ment, unless  I  am  properly  entitled  to  it.- 

The  Legislature  of  Illinois  has  sent  me  here. 
If  the  Senate  believe  that  the  Legislature  of  Illi- 
nois do  not  understand  their  own  constitution — 
that  they  have  stultified  themselves,  and  do  not 
know  their  oWn  rights,  but  have  misunderstood 
them,  and  sent  here  a  person  who  has  no  right  to 
be  here,  I  wish  that  decision  to  be  made  at  an 
early  day.  If  the  lo^al  tribunals  of  the  Stale, 
who  are  supposed  best  to  understand  the  mean- 
ing of  their  own  constitution  and  their  own  laws, 
have  misconstrued  and  misunderstood  them,  and 
it  Ls  proper  to  set  aside  their  decision,  I  think  it 
due  to  the  State,  as  well  as  to  myself,  that  it 
should  be  done  at  an  early  day.  I  do  not  know 
that  there  is  any  such  disposition  here,  but  what- 
ever may  be  the  feeling,  I  think  it  is  ri^ht  that  the 
question  should  be  brought  to  a  decision. 

It  may  turn  out  that  theoQ  is  no  constitutional 
question  involved  in  this  case.    In  the  opinion  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  no  such 
question  was  involved.   They,  I  presume,  did  not 
suppose  that  tlie  constitution  of  Illinois  ha^  any 
application  to  my  case.     I  have  already  stated 
upon  the  fioor  of  the  Senate  that  I  had  been  out 
of  office  for  a  year  and  a  half  when  I  was  elected 
to  this  body.    The  constitution  of  the  State  of 
lUinois  declarer  a  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  in- 
eligible to  other  oJiices  during  the  term  for  which 
he  was  elected.    The  term  for  which  I  might  have 
held  the  o6ce,  it  is  true,  had  not  expired.    I  held 
the  office  of  judge  altogether  about  five  years.    I 
was  twice  elected  to  hold  it.    I  was  elected  for 
nine  years  at  the  second  election,  but  under  that 
election  1  did  not  hold  the  office  long.    I  resigned, 
and  had  been  out  of  office  for  a  year  and  a  half, 
Hi'lica  l-was  chosen  to  this  body.    Unquestion- 
ably,  therefore,  the  spirit  of  the  constitution  of 
the  State  of  lUinois  dfoes  not  apply  to  my  case, 
though  it  is  possible  that  its  letter  may.    I  am  not 
disposed  to  argue  the  matter  at  all. 

But  however  much  there  may  be  in  all  these 

?uestioos  as  to  the  intention  of  the  people  of 
llinois  in  their  State  constituiion,  to  affix  a  qual- 
ification for  UnitT'd  States  officers,  or  whether  it 
waM  intended  simply  to  apply  to  State  officers,  I 
iv»  not  wish  to  ester  into  or  argue  them.    1  will 


say  now,  however,  as  I  have  the  floor,  and  as  it 
has  been  sug^sted  by  the  honorable  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  tne  Judiciary,  that  the  com- 
mittee were  ready  to  hear  me  on  this  matter,  that 
I  have  no  desire  in  the  world  to  be  heard  before 
the  committee.  I  am  entirely  willing  to  leave  the 
matter  with  them.  There  is  no  dispute  about  the 
facts.  There  are  no  facts  to  be  in()uired  into.  I 
am  entirely  willing  that  the  committee  shall  take 
the  case  and  decide  upon  it.  They  arc  lawyers, 
constitutional  lawyers,  who  understand  the  ques- 
tion thoroughly.  I  only  wish  that  it  may  be 
early  decided,  and  I  think  I  have  a  right  to  ask 
that.    Nothing  more  do  I  desire. 

Mr.  TOUCEY.  Will  the  Senator  allow  me  to 
ask  him  a  Question  for  information.'  I  desire  to 
know  whetner  there  has  been  any  decision  of  any 
court  of  the  State  which  he  represents,  to  the  ef- 
fect that  that  provision  in  the  State  constitution 
incapacitating  jud^s  of  their  higher  courts  from 
being  elected  to  other  offices  for  the  term  for  which 
they  were  chosen,  and  one  year  thereaAer,  is  void 
as  coming  in  collision  witn  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States? 

Mr.  TRUM  BULL.  There  has  been  a  decision . 

Mr.  TOUCEY.  Has  there  ever  been  any  judi- 
cial decision  ? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  There  has  been  no  case 
involving  that  question  before  the  courts  judi- 
cially. 

Mr.  TOUCEY.    That  is  all  I  want  to  know. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  will  state  to  the  gentle- 
man, however,  the  fact,  that  the  chief  justice  of 
the  supreme  court  of  Illinois  was  taken  from  his 
place,  and  appointed,  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  a  Federal  judge  for  the  southern 
district  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  was  confirmed 
by  the  Senate  at  its  last  session.  He  was  taken 
immediately  from  the  bench  of  the  State,  and  is 
holding  the  office  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.TOUCEY.  I  would  suggest  to  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  that  that  is  not  a  case  at  all  in 
point.  The  constitution  of  the  State  declares  that 
votes  given  under  the  circumstances  I  have  stated 
shall  oe  void,  and  incapacitates  the  Legislature 
from  choosing  a  judfe  to  any  other  office  during 
the  term  for  which  he  was  chosen,  and  for  one 
year  thereafter.  The  point  of  difficulty  is,  whether 
it  was  competent  for  the  people  of  the  State  to 
withhold  from  the  Legislature  that  power?  I 
mention  it  in  frankness  to  the  honorable  gentle- 
man, that  he  may  have  an  opportunity  to  meet 
that  question  before  the  committee  in  any  form 
that  he  may  choose.  It  is  one  that  creates  some 
doubt,  and  it  is  being  investigated^ 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  By  the  permission  of  the 
Senate,  I  will  reply  to  the  gentleman's  suggestion 
in  a  moment.  I  presume  the  Senator  from  Con- 
necticut is  aware  that  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  gives  authority  to  the  Legislatures 
of  the  States  to  elect  Senators.  Can  the  people 
of  a  State  limit  that  authority  ?  I  heard  the  gen- 
tleman from  Connecticut  himself  make  an  argu- 
ment, the  other  day,  to  show  that  it  was  not  in 
the  power  of  Congress  to  limit  the  authority  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  appoint 
whomsoever  he  pleases  to  office.  He  placed  him- 
self upon  the  ground,  that  it  was  a  constitutional 
power  of  the  Executive,  which  could  not  be  lim- 
ited by  Congress.  Is  that  so  ?  Well,  sir,  where 
did  the  President  get  the  power  to  appoint  to  office 
whomsoever  he  pleases  ?  From  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.  Where  did  the  Legislature 
of  Illinois  get  tlie  power  to  elect  whomsoever  it 
pleased  to  the  Senate?  From  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.  You  cannot  limit  the  Pres- 
ident's power  of  appointment,  says  the  gcnfleman. 
Then,  can  you  limit  tlie  power  of  the  Legislature 
to  choose  a  Senator?  The  power  to  elect  a  Sen- 
ator is  not  inherent  in  a  State;  it  is  derivative  from 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  Can  the 
people  of  the  State  of  Illinois  elect  a  Senator? 
Can  all  of  them  together  elect  a  Senator  ?  Surely 
not.  Then,  if  the  people  cannot  elect  a  Senator, 
can  a  convention  of  the  people  elect  a  Senator? 
Certainly  not.  Why  not  ?  because  the  Consti- 
tution or  the  United  States  has  said  that  the  Legis- 
lature shall  choose  the  Senators.  The  Senator 
from  Connecticut  says  the  President  of  the  United 
States  can  appoint  to  office,  and  you  cannot  limit 
his  authority  to  appoint  whom  he  pleases.  Then, 
how  can  you  limit  the  power  of  the  Legislature 
to  choose  a  Senator?  1  should  like  to  know  the 
difference  in  principle. 


Mr.  TOUCEY.  Does  the  Senator  put  an  in- 
quiry to  me  ? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  TOUCEY.  I  would  say,  Mr.  President, 
that  I  did  not  intend  to  debate  this  question  here. 
I  understood  the  honorable  Senator  to  say  that 
this  matter  had  been  decided  in  lUinois,  and  my 
inquiry  was  addressed  to  him  for  the  purpose  of 
elicitine  information  in  regard  to  any  decision 
which  nad  been  made  in  the  courts  of  Illinois  upon 
tlie  subject.  I  have  not  myself  formed  an  opinion 
upon  it;  but  I  desire  to  investigate  it,  and  to 
arrive  at  a  correct  conclusion.  It  was  not  my  in- 
tention to  sugg^est  any  doubt  with  regard  to  the 
gentleman's  right  to  sit  here,  nor  to  enter  into  a 
debate  with  regard  to  it;  but,  supposing  that  he 
alluded  to  some  decision  of  the  courts  of  Illinois, 
I  desired  him  to  point  me  to  such  a  decision. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  The  decisions  to  which  I 
alluded  were  the  practice  of.  the  State,  the  prac- 
tice of  her  judges  in  taking  office,  and  the  prac- 
tice of  her  Legislature.  I  referred  to  the  instance 
of  the  chief  justice  of  the  State  having  recently 
taken  office  under  the  United  States.  Sir,  this 
is  a  legislative  question,  and  I  say  the  Legislature 
of  Illinois  has  settled  it  so  far  as  it  could.  If  the 
Senator  calls  for  a  decision,  I  may  state  further, 
that  this  practice  has  been  acquiesced  in  by  the 
people  of  two.  congressional  oistricts,  who  have 
selected  their  Representatives  in  the  other  House 
from  judges.  It  has  been  acquiesced  in  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State,  and  by  the  judges  of  the 
courts  of  Illinois.  I  am  free  to  admit,  however, 
that  no  case  has  arisen  for  judicial  decision  in- 
volving this  question.  I  suppose  the  Legislature 
is  the  proper  tribunal  to  pass  on  it. 

But,  sir,  I  do  not  design  to  argue  the  point;  I 
merely  rose  to  state,  in  reply  to  the  honorable 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
who  sug^sted  that  he  had  notified  me  at  an  early 
day  that  it  would  be  taken  up — that  all  I  desire  is, 
that  it  shall  be  taken  up,  and  brought  before  the 
Senate,  and  disposed  of. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  Without  entering  into  the 
merits  of  this  question,  orintimating  the  slightest 
opinion  upon  it,  but  reserving  my  judgment  until 
the  report  of  the  committee  shaU  be  received,  I 
feel  it  due  to  the  occasion  to  say  a  word  or  two. 
This  case  arises  under  a  clause  of  the  new  con- 
stitution of  the  State  of  Illinois,  which  was  adopt- 
ed in  1847.  There  was  not  a  similar  clause  in  the 
old  constitution.  I  am  not  aware  that  any  case 
has  ever  arisen  in  Illinois,  in  which  this  provision 
of  the  constitution  has  been  decided  or  broueht 
in  question,  or  of  any  case  in  which  it  could  oy 
possibility  be  decided .  It  is  true ,  as  my  colleague 
says,  that  in  two  congressional  distncta  of  Illi- 
nois, at  the  last  election,  two  judges  were  elected 
to  the  otiicr  House,  my  colleague  beinj^  one  of 
them,  and  Judge  Marshall  the  other.  The  seats 
of  both  those  gentlemen  are  contested  on  this 
very  ground.  These  are  the  first  instances  that 
have  ever  arisen  under  the  provision  involved  in 
this  case.  The  meeting  of  the  present  Congress 
was  the  fir«t  time  when  it  was  possible  to  raise 
the  question. 

I  desire,  therefore,  to  say,  that  this  is  an  open 
question;  tliat  no  decision  has  been  given  on  it 
by  the  people  of  Illinois,  or  by  any  tribunal  in 
Illinois,  or  by  any  tribunal  anywhere  which  could 
possibly  have  a  right  to  express  an  opinion  on 
the  subject.  Beiu^  now  presented,  the  House  of 
Representatives  will  act  on  the  case  there,  as  an 
original  question,  it  never  having  been  decided 
by  any  tribunal;  and  the  Senate  must  act  on  it 
here,  as  an  original  qiiestion,  there  never  hi^ving 
been  any  decision  on  it  in  Illinois  or  elsewhere,  to 
far  as  I  know.    This  is  all  I  desire  to  say. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  stated  to  the  Senate,  a 
few  moments  ago,  that  the  question  had  never 
arisen  in  any  court.  I  said,  however,  that  the 
Legislature  of  Illinois  had  decided  the  question 
by  my  election  to  this  body.  This  question  was 
very  well  understood  there.  The  members  of 
the  Illinois  Legislature  were  sworn  to  support  the 
constitution  of  that  State;  and  they  acted  with  a 
full  knowledge  of  the  obligation  resting  upon 
them .  This  is  not  a  question  that  would  be  likely 
to  arise  in  a  court  of  justice;  and  if  the  Senator 
from  Connecticut,  or  my  colleague,  understood 
me  to  intimate  anything  of  that  kind,  I  was  mis- 
understood, I  made  no  such  intimation.  The 
question  wan  raised  in  Illinois:  and,  during  the 
canvass  in  Judge  Marshall's  district,  to  whom 
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my  coUea^e  has  alluded,  the  Governor  of  the  ] 
Suite  of  Illinois  was  written  to  upon  tho  subject; ' 
and  he  wrote  a  letter,  which  I  have  before  me, 
the  concluding  sentence  of  whicli  is  in  these 
words:  **  Our  constitution  could  not  prescribe  the 
qualification  of  members  of  Concresa,  in  my 
opinion. "  This  is  signed  by  ♦♦  Joel  A.  Matteson," 
Governor  of  the  State.  That  is  the  Governor's 
opinion .  The  chief  justice  of  the  State,  as  I  have 
stated,  has  been  appointed  to  office  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Unitca  States,  and  holds  it  now. 
That  fact  shows  his  understanding  of  the  consti- 
tution. I  have  no  intention  to  ar^e  the  subject. 
I  merely  design,  in  consequence  of  what  has  been 
•aid,  to  make  a  few  suggestions— not  to  argue 
them. 

The  clause  in  dispute  in  the  constitution  of  the 
State  of  Illinois  is  a  peculiar  one.  It  embraces 
only  ten  or  a  dozen  lines.  I  apprehend  that,  on 
a  close  examination  of  that  clause  it  will  be  a 
matter  of  extreme  doubt  whether  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  State  of  Illinois  intended  to  apply  at 
all  to  any  officer  except  an  officer  of  the  State, 
ftbe  language  is: 

'''Hie  judges  of  the  eapreme  and  circait  courts  shall  not 
be  eligible  to  any  other  odlce  or  public  trust  of  profit  in 
this  Slate,  or  the  United  States,  during  the  term  for  which 
they  are  elected,  nor  for  one  year  thereafter.'' 

♦«  In  this  State  or  the  United  States"  is  the  lan- 
guage. What  offices  ?  Offices  of  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois ••  in  the  State  or  the  United  States.  '*  Does 
anybody  suppose  that,  the  convention  of  the  State 
of  Illinois  intended  to  declare  tliat,  if  a  person  who 
had  been  elected  jud^  in  Illinois,  and  thought 
proper  to  remove  to  Kentucky,  if  you  please,  after 
nolding  the  office  of  judge  in  Illinois,  and  if  the 
people  of  the  State  of  Kentucky  should  have 
sufficient  confidence  in  him  to  elect  him  a  justice 
of  the  peace,  he  could  not  hold  the  office  of  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  in  Kentucky  because  the  con- 
stitution of  Illinois  had  said  that  he  should  not 
bold  any  other  office  **  in  the  United  States?'* 
No  one  could  cive  such  a  construction.  Let  me 
say  again  to  the  Senator  from  Connecticut,  that 
the  constitution  of  the  State  of  Illinois  does  not 
say  that  all  votes  cast  for  a  judge  during  the  term 
for  which  he  is  elected  and  for  one  year  there- 
aiVer  shall  be  void.  It  does  not  say  any  such 
thing,  and  you  ccm  only  make  it  out  by  construc- 
tion to  mean  that.  It  says  this:  **  All  votes  cast 
for  either  of  them  for  any  elective  office,  (except 
that  of  judge  of  the  supreme  or  circuit  court,) 
given  by  the  General  Assembly,  or  the  people, 
shall  be  void.*' 

•'Cast  for  them."  For  whom?  The  antece- 
dent of  them  is  "judges."  The  language  is  not 
**  for  them  during  tlie  term  for  which  they  are 
elected,  and  one  year  thereafter,  "but  ••  votes  cast 
for  them."  Now  I  do  not  say  that  it  may  not 
be  construed  to  mean  that — possibly  it  may;  but 
it  is  not  necessary  for  the  decision  of  the  Ques- 
tion here  involved,  that  the  Constitution  ot  the 
United  States  and  the  constitution  of  the  State 
of  Illinois  should  be  supposed  to  be  in  conflict. 
You  have  to  overrule  all  tJiese  provisions,  and  to 
insert  the  words,  **  all  votes  cast  for  them  during 
the  term  for  which  they  are  elected,  and  one  year 
there^Aer,"  to  make  tne  clause  apply  to  my  case. 
There  arc  no  such  words  in  the  constitution,  but 
Uie  first  line  of  the  same  clause  is  "  the  judges  of 
the  supreme  court  shall  receive  a  salary  of  $1 ,200 
per  annum,  payable  quarterly,  and  no  more." 

Does  anyboay  suppose  that  a  judge  could  draw 
that  salary  after  he  nad  resif ned  ?  Clearly  that 
would  not  be  contended.  May  you  not  as  well 
aay  {le  would  be  entitled  to  his  salary  after  he 
was  out  of  office,  as  to  say  that  the  vbtes  cast  for 
him,  or  **  them — "  in  the  language  of  the  clause, 
speaJcing  of  both  circuit  ana  supreme  judges — 
should  be  void .  It  may  mean  what  I  have  stated ; 
I  do  not  say  it  necessarily  means  so;  but  I  wish 
to  call  the  attention  of  gentlemen  to  the  point,  that  • 
there  is  not  necessanly  involved  an  incompat- 
ibility between  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  and  the  constitution  of  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois. If,  however,  it  did  involve  that  question, 
then  would  arise  the  other  point  which  I  stated  a 
short  time  ago,  that  the  power  to  elect  a  Senator 
is  not  in  the  people  of  a  State — not  in  the  consti- 
tutional convenuon  of  a  State,  but  in  the  Legisla- 
ture. 

Sir,  this  body  is  composed  of  the  representa- 
tives of  the  States.  The  people  of  a  State  have  a 
right  to  make  a  Legislature;  and  when  they  have 


made  a  Legislature  the  power  to  elect  a  Senator  of 
the  United  States  is  conferred  on  that  Legislature 
by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  not 
by  tlie  people  of  the  .State.  They  can  neither 
give  the  power  nor  take  it  away.  It  being  deriv- 
ative from  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
to  that  you  must  look  to  see  whether  the  Senator 
elect  is  properfy  qualified  to  take  his  seat  or  not. 

clayton-bulwer  treaty. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  (beforelhe  morning  busi- 
ness was  through)  rose  and  said :  I  beg  uie  in- 
dulgence of  the  Senate  for  a  few  moments,  in 
relation  to  a  matter  which  concerns  very  much 
the  absent  Senator  from  Delaware,  [Mr.  Clay- 
ton,] who  has  been  for  some  days,  and  will  prob- 
ably oe  for  some  days  longer,  detained  from  his 
seat  in  the  Senate.  The  matter  of  which  I  spe^ 
is  in  relation  to  some  remarks  made  by  the  tion- 
orable  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  |Mr.  Wil- 
son,] whom  I  saw  here  a  moment  ago,  but  who 
is  not  now  in  his  place. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  would  suggest  to  the  Sen- 
ator that  I  understand  my  colleague  has  left  the 
Chamber  and  has  gone  to  his  lodgings. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  I  have  some  explana- 
tions to  make  in  regard  to  the  remarks  made  by 
that  Senator  on  a  former  occasion;  but  as  he  is 
not  here,  I  must  postpone  them  for  the  present. 

At  a  later  period  of  the  proceedins^s,  Mr.  Wil- 
son being  present,  the  Senate,  on  Mr.  Critten- 
den's motion,  resumed  the  consideration  pf  the 
motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations Loid  John  Russell's  letter  in  relation  to 
the  treaty  of  April  19,  1850. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  Mr.  President,  we  know 
from  a  debate,  which  is  not  yet  finislied,  but 
which  was  commenced  some  time  ago,  in  rela- 
tion to  Central  America  and  the  Clayton-Bulwer 
treaty,  as  it  is  commonly  called,  that  among  the 
various  points  of  controversy  whicli  have  arisen 
in  re^ara  to  the  interpretation  of  that  treaty,  one 
prominent  question  relates  to  the  Island  or  Roa- 
tan.  By  the  American  interpretation,  that  island 
is  regarded  as  a  part  of  Central  America,  and  is 
therefore  to  be  abandoned  by  Great  Britain,  and 
she  is  to  withdraw  from  her  possessions.  She 
now  contends  that  the  treaty  had  such  a  prospect- 
ive effect  only  as  not  to  require  her  to  leave  cmy 
previous  possessions  whic^  she  had  before  ac- 
quired. 

These  preliminary  remarks  are  necessary  to  a 
clear  understanding  of  what  I  now  propose  to  call 
to  the  attention  of  the  Senate,  and  to  ask  of  the 
Senator  from  Alassachusetts  [Mr.  Wilson]  an 
explanation.  We,  here,  with  a  voice  almost 
unanimous — as  I  understand,  with  the  concurrence 
of  that  Senator  himself — maintain  a  construction 
of  this  treaty  by  which  Great  Britain  is  bound  to 
withdraw  from  the  Island  of  Roatan.  The  hon- 
orable. Senator  himself  says,  in  those  remarks, 
that  he  concurs  in  the  American  interpretation,  by 
which  Great  Britain,  if  she  had  previous  posses- 
sion, is  bound  to  withdraw  from  it  in  virtue  of 
the  provisions  of  the  Clayton-Bulwer  treaty;  yet, 
in  the  conclusion  of  his  remarks,  made  in  reply 
to  the  honorable  Senator  from  Lousiana,  [Mr. 
Benjamin,!  he  said :  *  *  I  do  not  believe  that  claim 
of  Englana  just  in  any  way."  That  claim  of 
Great  Britain  which  he  denounced  as  unjust  in 
any  and  every<sray,i8  the  construction  by  which 
she  claims  to  retain  possession  of  Roatan.  He 
said:  * 

*'  I  do  not  believe  that  claim  of  England  jnat  in  any  way. 
I  believe  it  to  be  a  mere  assumption.  I  think  that  her  action 
is  an  outrage  on  the  State  of  Honduras.  Buch,  however, 
was  her  claim  ;  and  I  think  it  will  turn  out,  on  invoutiint- 
tion,  (and  perhaps  it  will  Fome  lime  come  to  light,)  that 
when  the  treaty  was  fhimcd  it  was  distinctly  understood 
that  Boatan  did  not  come  within  its  provinon,  and  that  U 
was  excepted  with  the  Belize." 

It  seems  to  me,  sir,  that  this  latter  declaration 
is  not  exactly  consistent  with  the  previously  ex- 
pressed opinions  of  the  Senator;  but  with  that  I 
nave  nothing  to  do.  It  implies,  as  is  understood, 
a  reflection  upon  the  American  negotiator  that, 
whatever  may  appear  upon  the  fhce  of  the  treaty, 
there  is  something  behind -hand — something  con- 
cealed— which  sooner  or  later  may  come  to  light, 
which  will  show  that  Roatan  did  not  come  within 
the  provisions  of  the  treaty,  ♦*  but  that  it  was  ex- 
cepted with  the  Belize." 

JVow,  I  ask  the  honorable  Senator  what  dis- 
closure is  to  be  made,  or  what  discovery  of  a  new 
fact  is  to  come  to  light,  which  will  show  tnatRoateji 


was  excepted,  and  did  not  come  within  the  pro- 
visions or  the  treaty?  There  is  no  public  doca- 
mcnt  laid  before  us  to  that  effect.  Did  ournf»ft- 
tiator,  while  makine  a  treaty  in  one  set  of  U'rmi, 
suppress  or  conceal  a  private  understandio*  in 
opposition  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty  iiselff  Is 
such  a  fact  as  that  the  thing  which  is  to  come  lo 
light  hereafter,  to  show  that  Roatan  is  not  com- 
prehended within  the  terms  of  the  treaty?  If  ow 
negotiator  has  been  ^lilty  of  such  a  thing,  he  hu 
acted  a  very  unworthy  part.  I  will  ask  the  gen- 
tleman, at  this  stage  of  ray  remarks,  to  explain 
what  is  intended — what  is  the  fact  which  has  com« 
to  his  knowledge,  and  which  may  hereafter  come 
to  our  knowledge,  that  will  show  that  Roatan  vu 
secretly  and  privately,  by  an  underBtandin?  be- 
tween the  negotiators,  to  be  reserved  out  of  the 
effect  which  the  letter  and  reasonable  provinou 
of  the  treaty  would  seem  to  imply? 

Mr.  WILSON.  Mr.  President,  in  response  to 
the  question  submitted  by  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  I  will  endeavor  to  explain  the 
lansxiage  used  by  me  the  other  day,  in  reriy  to 
the  nonorable  Senator  fVom  Louisiana,  [Mr.  Bni- 
JAMIN.1  The  Senator  from  Louisiana  thoii^ 
that  I  nad  stated  the  British  claims  in  re^  to 
Roatan  stronger  than  the  facts  would  wairanl 
What  I  intended  to  say,  in  reply  to  the  sukw* 
tions  of  the  Senator  (Voin  Louisiana,  was  uui: 
that  the  British  made  the  claim  that  Roatan  vas 
a  part  of  the  Belize;  that  the  settlors  liying  there 
were  connected  with  the  Government  at  the  Belite 
at  the  time  this  treaty  was  made;  and  that, bf  the 
terms  of  the  understanding  between  the  nei^tia- 
tors,  Roatan  was  excepted  with  the  Belize  settle- 
ments. 

In  my  remarks,  I  had  no  idea  of  saying  thst 
the  distinguished  Secretary  of  State  at  tiat  time, 
who  negotiated  that  treaty,  had  undertaken  to 
deceive  the  Senate  or  the  country;  and  I  moit 
deeply  regret  that  that  distinguished  negotiator, 
or  his  friends,  or  any  one,  should  understand  na 
as  making  the  slightest  reflection  on  him.  From 
the  moment  I  came  here,  up  to  the  present  time, 
I  have  received  nothing  but  acts  of  kindness  ftud 
courtesy  from  that  Senator,  and  I  entertain  for 
him  the  most  profound  respect. 

The  language  quoted  by  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky is  stronger  than  what  I  uttered  on  that 
occasion ;  but  I  do  not  believe  that  even  that  state- 
ment will  fully  bear  out  the  construction  ple*^ 
upon  it  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky.  1  under- 
stand the  fact  to  be,  that  the  claim  is  now  set  np 
by  Great  Britain  that  the  Govcrantcnt  of  the 
United  States  knew,  at  th^  time  when  the  treaty 
was  negotiated,  that  she  claimed  the  Roatan ialawl 
as  part  of  British  Honduras— that  our  Gowrn- 
ment  know  that  she  claimed  it  early  in  1850.  The 
Senator  will  find  that  statement  in  theGlobefroa 
which  he  read.  My  colleague  tells  me  that  it » 
to  be  found  in  the  paper  of  the  preceding  day.  J 
read  in  it  a  statement,  that  the  Government  of 
England, early  in  1850, notified  this  GoTemment 
that  England  held  possessions  at  the  Beliic  and 
in  Honduras,  and  claimed  that  the  Island  of  Rj* 
tan  was  excepted  ftom  the  treaty,  under  the 
terms  of  the  understanding  between  the  nego- 
tiators. . 

Now,  sir,  a  word  in  reference  to  the  point  of 
anything  coming  to  light  hereafter.  I  nare  no 
special  knowledge  that  any  particular  unden«tai«l- 
ing  between  the  negotiators  will  ever  come  to 
light,  and  I  did  not  mean  so  to  state;  but  what  I 
meant  to  state  was  this:  that  if  our  GoTCinment 
was  thus  early  notified  in  regard  to  the  matttf, 
before  the  treaty  was  negotiated,  the  facts  mijbt 
come  to  light  some  time  which  mi^t  show  that 
the  claim  made  by  England  now  is  m  accordanrt 
with  her  understanding  at  the  time  it  was  roaw. 
I  believe  she  has  no  right  to  Roatan,  no  ngm 
south  of  the  Siboon— that  her  claim  is  entirely  uo* 
founded.  I  stand  by  the  American  construction. 
I  regret  exceedingly  that  the  Senator  from  ^ 
aware  should  imagine  that  I  could  utter  a  vom 
here  reflecting  on  him.  If  the  Senator  from  y"' 
tucky  has  read  my  remarks  as  reported  m  tuu, 
he  will  find  I  speak  of  the  American  negotiaiir. 
and  of  his  objects  in  securing  the  ireMy,  ^^^^ 
most 

Mr 


unqualified  respect  and  regard.  . 

x«. .  CRITTENDEN.    I  am  graUfied  with  tftc 
explanation  which  the  Senator  from  Mj^'jJji 
setts  has  made.     I  am  very  much  grntified 
he  thinks  as  I  do  about  the  conduct  of  our  m-, 
tiator  on  that  occasion.    I  consider  the  ncgow 
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tion  of  this  treaty  as  one  of  the  highest  honors 
of  which  any  statesman  in  the  land  might  well 
be  proud .  It  is  probable  that  the  gentleman  was 
not  reported  with  literal  accuracy  in  the  remarks 
which  he  made;  but  if  he  was,  ftnd  if  he  will 
take  what  is  printed  and  what  I  have  read  as 
accurate  evidence  of  what  he  did  say,  he  will 
discover,  at  least,  that  there  is  some  founda- 
tion for  the  construction  which  I  put  upon  his 
langua^,  that  there  was  somethmg^  reserved, 
something  in  the  dark,  something  behind-hand, 
calculated  to  give  to  this  treaty  a  different  con- 
struction from  what  its  terms  imply.  It  was 
only  to  obviate  that  misunderstanding  that  I 
called  attention  to  the  matter.  I  am'  satisfied  now, 
of  course,  from  what  he  has  said,  that  such  was 
not  the  intention  of  the  gentleman.  Afker  his 
statement  and  explanation  of  the  fhcts  on  which 
the  insinuation  rested,  it  seems  that  there  was 
no  ground  for  it,  and,  therefoit<^*  I  forbear  to  go 
furtiier. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  had  a  conference  with  the 
distinguished  Senator  from  Delaware  and  the 
distinguished  Senator  from  Kentucky,  at  his 
special  instance.  I  suppose  the  Senator  from 
Delaware  is  justly  sensitive  upon  this  question, 
and  feels  deeply  anything  that  might  imply  a 
covert  mode  of  evading  what  he  regards  as  a 
very  express  -stipulation  in  the  treaty  itself. 
Though  ne  did  not  complain  of  what  I  said,  he 
told  me  that  thertt  had  been  some  talk  as  to  a 
remark  attributed  to  myself,  in  which  I  stated 
that,  but  for  the  extraneous  notes  which  passed 
between  the  negotiators  after  the  treaty  was 
inada,  there  would  be  very  little  ground  for  dis- 
pute as  to  its  import;  and  another  statement 
which  I  made,  that  the  treaty  had  been  made,  I 
feared,  with  snares  on  the  hand. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Delaware  I  sup- 
pose, had  not  read  my  remarks  fully  when  he 
asked  me  if  I  would  be  pleased  to  give  some  ex- 
planation of  them  here;  for,  if  he  had  read,  in 
connection  with  those  to  which  I  have  alluded , 
all  that  I  said,  I  think  there  could  have  been  but 
one  opinion  as  to  my  position .  I  stated  expressly 
that  the  effort — ^whetner  made  through  her  nego- 
tiator or  in  any  other  Way — on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain  to  acquire  a  title  to  Roatan,and  to  acauire 
a  dominion  there,  through  the  tenancy  or  the 
Mosquito  kin^,  would  be  a  mode  of  proceeding 
'which  I  thought  might  justly  be  characterized  as 
certainly  not  founded  in  justice.  I  made  no  albi- 
sion  to  the  Senator  from  Delaware  in  that  con- 
nection, for  I  was  not  aware  of  as  many  facts  on 
this  point  as  he  disclosed  to  me  in  the  conversa- 
tion to  which  I  have  alluded.  I  now  say  this,  in 
reference  to  Roatan:  Whether  there  were  any 
papers  which  passed  between  the  negotiators  or 
not,  I  know  not;  but  I  am  satisfied ,  from  what  the 
Senator  from  Delaware  told  me, that  throughout  f 
the  whole  negotiation  Sir  Henry  Bulwer  was 
made  to  understand  that  Great  Britain,  by  no  im- 
plication, by  n<>advant«ige,byno  possession,  by 
no  explanations  or  notes,  and  in  no  other  way, 
could  acquire  a  higher  right  to  Roatan  than  she 
had  to  Belize;  and  her  right  in  Belize  was  con- 
trolled by  treaty  stipulations,  making  it  a  mere 
usufruct.  When  Great  Britain  undertook  to  at- 
tribute to  her  tenure  in  Roatan  a  fee  simple  inter- 
est, though  she  had  only  a  usufruct  in  the  Belize 
to  the  Rio  Hondo,  I  said  it  was  using  a  posres- 
sion  there,  through  the  Mosquito  king,  which  was 
not  justified  in  my  opinion  either  by  national  law 
or  by  the  explanations  and  understandings  be- 
tween the  parties  themselves. 

That  is  what  I  told  the  Senator  fVom  Delaware, 
and  I  said  further,  that  if  I  was  understood  to  ira- 

Eutc  to  him  either  a  disposition  to  overreach  Sir 
tenry  Bulwer  or  to  be  overreached  by  him ,  others 
attributed  to  me  what  I  did  not  intend  and  what 
I  did  not  express.  I  may  now  remark,  that  I 
thought  I  took  strong  ground  the  other  way. 
Mr.  TOUCEY.  Certainly;  I  remember  it. 
Mr.  BUTLER.  Whilst  I  may  have  used  some 
expression  to  the  effect  that  the  debate  in  the 
Senate  had,  I  feared,  not  had  a  propitious  effect 
on  the  treaty  itself,  or  on  the  negotiations  which 
might  take  place  between  the  two  Governments, 
I  said  that  I  concurred  with  Mr.  Clayton  in  the 
construction  which  he  had  given  to  the  treaty; 
and  that  even  all  the  extraneous  matters,  dehors 
the  record  which  had  been  brought  in,  could  not, 
in  my  opinion,  control  the  plain  import  of  the 
treaty  in  any  point  of  view.     Here,  sir,  J  will 


refer  to  a  matter  which  he  pointed  out  to  me,  and 
which  he  desired  me  to  mention.  If  explanations 
on  the  part  of  the  representatives  of  Great  Britain 
herself  are  to  be  regarded  as  authority — and  I 
suppose  they  must  be  regarded  to  some  extent, 
as  having  some  influence  on  public  opinion — I 
may  state  that  Mr.  Crampton  was  written  to  by 
Mr.  Clayton  with  a  view  to  ascertain,  as  far  as 
he  could,  what  was  British  Honduras.  That  is 
a  term  which  in  some  measure  embarrassed  me, 
I  confess.  For  fear  that  I  may  not  do  justice  to 
Mr.  Crampton  by  any  statement  of  his  position, 
I  will  call  for-tlie  reading  of  his  letter. 
The  Secretary  read  the  following  letter: 

Bamgu  LeoATioH,  January  7, 1854. 

Mv  DEAR  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  note  of  to-day's  date,  in  which  you  inquire  of 
me— first,  whether  there  may  not  be  a  mistake  in  the  dis- 
patches of  my  Government,  lately  commanicatod  to  Con- 
gress, so  fhr  as  they  speak  of  British  Honduras  as  part  of 
Central  America  ?  Secondly,  wiiether  I  understand  Cen- 
tral America  as  embracing  anything  more  than  the  five 
Central  American  States  ?  Andj,tl)irrtly,  whether  t  under- 
stand the  dependencies  of  BritLsh  Flonduras  as  anything 
more  tiian  the  small  islands  described  in  the  treaty  of  1766? 

I  regret  that  I  am  at  present  unable  to  supply  you  with 
an  explicit  explanation  of  tlie  passages  of  the  dispatches, 
from  which  it  seems  to  be  inferred  that  Belize  is  stated  by 
the  Britisli  Government  to  be  situated  in  Central  America, 
88 1  am  not  in  the  possession  of  any  official  communication 
from  my  Government  in  which  that  question  is  directly 
treated. 

A  fair  inference,  however,  from  the  text  of  treaties,  and 
other  docnmonts  to  which  I  have  nccet^s,  with  regard  to  the 
title  of  Great  Britain  to  British  Honduras  and  its  d^^pcnd- 
encies,  would  lead  me  to  conclude  tliatBritL^b  Honduras  is 
situated  in  Mexico,  and  not  in  Central  America,  properly 
so-called.  In  thi^  opinion  I  have  good  reason  to  think  the 
Govoniment  of  the  united  States  concurs. 

The  dependencies  of  Bfiiisii  Honduras  are,  in  my  opinion, 
distinctly  enumerated  in  the  treaty  of  1786.  It  occurs  to 
me  that,  in  tlie  dispatches  in  question,  which,  it  must  be 
recollected,  treat  of  this  somewhat  complicated  matter  inci- 
dentally only,  the  term  "  Central  America"  may  have  been 
u^d  in  some  geographical  sense  in  which  it  has  not  unfre- 
qucoUy  been  applied  to  the  central  part  of  this  continent, 
and  not  in  the  true  political  and  diplomatic  meanin^oft'ie 
term.  I  would  remark,  too,  tliat  the  boundaries  of  Central 
America,  in  the  poUtical  sense,  are,  in  some  respects,  not 
yet  completely  defined,  more  particularly  as  regards  the 
boundary  between  Costa  Rica  and  New  Grenada,  which  is 
still  in  dispute  between  those  States. 

These  are  my  own  individual  impressions,  and  I  can  only 
give  you  them  as  such.  I  shall  willingly,  however,  apply  to 
my  own  Government  for  a  more  distinct  explanation  of'ihe 
matter,  which,  I  doubt  not,  will  prove  satisfactory  to  liie 
Government  of  the  United  States  and  yourself. 

I  am,  my  dear  sir,  with  much  respect,  yours,  very  fhith- 
ftUly,  JNO.  P.  CRAMPTON. 

To  the  Hon.  John  M.  CiarroN,  United  States  Senate. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  The  distinguished  Secretary 
of  State  who  made  this  treaty  is  very  sensitive, 
justly  so,  perhaps,  upon  this  subject.  He  fears 
that  there  may  be  a  little  disposition  to  suppose 
that  he  did  not  deal  fairly  with  the  Senate  in 
regard  to  the  treaty.  I  think  otherwise;  but,  per- 
haps, I  hod  better  leave  that  point  to  him  wnen 
he  shall  again  make  his  appearance  on  the  floor 
of  the  Senate.  I  may  say,  however,  that  Mr. 
Clayton  was  very  anxious  that  a  fact  should  go 
out  to  the  public  which  I  will  state.  When  Sir 
Honry  Bulwer  insisted  that  the  treaty  should 
incluae  what  he  said  were  certain  islands  and  de- 
pendencies of  Belize,  adjacent  to  Hondtiras,  Mr. 
Clayton  told  him  substantially,  "  If  you  are  not 
satisfied  ^vith  the  treaty  as  it  is,  and  with  such 
explanations  Tis  we  have  made  between  ourselves, 
I  must  submit  it  to  the  Senate,  and  you  must 
take  the  consequences."  Sir  Henry  Bulwer  de- 
clined, and  it  was  not  sent  to  the  Senate  in  that 
way. 

Now,  sir,  so  far  as  1  have  been  able  to  under- 
stand the  explanations  which  have  been  made  on 
this  question — and  I  have  endeavored  to  under- 
stand them  correctly — the  relation  of  Great  Brit- 
tain  to  the  possession  in  Belize  is  exactly  the 
relation  of  landlord  and  tenant.  If  Great  Britain 
entered,  under  the  treaties  of  1783  and  1786,  as  a 
tenant  at  sufferance  under  Spain,  and  if  all  the 
rights  of  Spain  have  been  subrogated  to  the  Cen- 
tral American  States  which  were  formerly  her 
provinces — and  there  can  be  no  difficulty,  I  pre- 
sume, on  that  point— if  those  States  have  either 
derivatively,  or  by  direct  conference  on  them,  the 
rights  which  Spain  had,  then  I  say  Great  Britain 
was  a  tenant  of  Bel^e,  a  mere  usufructuary 
tenant  to  use  the  Belize  exactly  as  she  stipulated 
to  do  in  her  treaties;  that  is,  to  cut  logwood  and 
other  dye-woods.  1  understand,  however,  that 
she  has  trespassed  beyond  the  limits  stipulated 
by  the  treaty,  and  has  gone  down  to  the  river 
Sarstoon.  If  she  has  done  so,  she  has  violated 
her  treaties  with  Spain;  and,  by  implication  and 


by  subrogation,  she  has  also  interfered  with  the 
rights  of  Central  American  States  who  necessa- 
rily succeeded  to  the  rights  of  Spain. 

This  being  the  case,  I  shall  leave  the  subject 
with  the  Senator  from  Delaware.  I  hope  he  will 
be  able  soon  to  come  into  the  Senate.  This  is  ci 
matter  involving,  as  he  thinks,  very  deeply  his 
own  reputation.  Perhaps  he  thinks  it  involves 
his  reputation  more  deeply  than  I  do.  He  is  very 
solicitous  on  the  subject,  and  was  very  much 
afraid  that  injustice  had  been  done  to  him  by  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts.  I  shall  not  under- 
take to  advert  to  his j^xplanation.  I  suppose  it 
ought  to  be  satisfactory  to  the  Senator  from  Del- 
aweure.  It  seemed  to  be  made  in  a  spirit  of  fVank- 
ness  and  fairness.  Where  our  common  country 
is  concerned,  I  presume  there  is  no  disposition, 
by  any  remarks  made  here,  to  msike  a  tributary 
to  the  great  current  of  history  which  would  afiect 
improperly  the  reputation  of  any  man,  much  less 
the  reputation  of  the  country  itself. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  Mr.  President,  I  shaU 
msJic  a  very  few  remarks,  and  then  I  shall  leave 
the  subject.  It  is  supposed  by  the  Senator  from 
Massacliusetts,  in  the  remarks  which  he  has 
inade,  that  Mr.  Clayton  had,  before  the  negotia- 
tion of  the  treaty,  received  information  that  Grreat 
Britain  possessed  and  claimed  the  Island  of  Roar 
tan.  I  nave  seen  no  evidence  of  that;  but  it  may 
be  that  my  examinations  into  the  subject  have 
not  been  very  minute.  1  desire,  however,  to  ask 
the  gentleman,  does  he  know  of  any  communi- 
cation, made  before  the  negotiation  or  this  treaty , 
announcing  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  or  to  the  then  Secretary  of  State,  that 
Great  Britain  had  any  claim  of  possession  to  the 
Island  of  Roatan.  I  know  of  none,  and  I  think 
I  am  authorized  to  assure  the  gentleman  that 
there  is  none  such,  nor  any  communication. of 
that  sort,  nor  any  claim  of  the  sort  ever  hinted, 
or  set  up,  until  alter  the  negotiation. 

Tliis  being  the  fact,  I  think  the  gentleman  will 
find  that  there  is  no  ground  whatever  for  the 
opinions  which  he  has  entertained.  If  he  knows 
of  any  such  communication,  even  that  would  not 
change  the  result  as  to  tliis  treaty.  One  reason 
for  making  the  tre&ty  was,  that  we  knew  Great 
Britetin  had  possession  and  claimed  possession 
of  territories  m  Central  America.  That  was  one 
of  the  very  objects  which  wc  had  in  view  in  pro- 
viding that  she  should  no  longer  occupyV  Our 
construction  of  the  treaty  is,  that  she  cannot 
occupy  territory  there,  cVen  if  she  had  possession; 
but  that  she  ever  set  up  any  peculiar  or  particu- 
lar claini,  such  as  should  have  put  the  negotiator 
on  the  American  side  upon  hid  guard,  to  make  a 
special  provision  about  it,  or  any  provision  in 
reference  to  the  Island  of  Roatan,  is  what,  under 
my  present  state  of  advice,  I  deny.  If  any  in- 
formation of  that  character  exists,  and  if  that 
information  is  what  was  alluded  to  as  thereafter 
possibly  to  come  to  light,  I  desire  to  know  it.  I 
say  that  no  such  letter,  no  such  note,  no  such 
communication,  was  ever  made  to  the  American 
Secretary  of  State  before  the  negotiation  of  the 
treaty. 

Perhaps  the  gentleman  may  have  had  allusion 
to  something  else,  which  perhaps  reached  him  in 
an  imperfect  or  delusive  sliape.  It  is  true,  I  be- 
lieve, that  after  the  treaty  was  negotiated  and 
signed,  and  was  before  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  some  note,  rather  of  a  private  than  of  a 
pubHc  character,  not  having  for  its  object  the 
treaty  at  all,  but  setting  up  a  claim  to  Roatan  by 
Great  Britain,  was  adfressed  by  Sir  Henry  Bul- 
wer to  Mr.  Clayton;  and  what  did  Mr.  Clayton 
say  to  him?  He  scud  substantially:  **  Sir,  you 
had  better  not  write  me  such  a  letter  as  that;  If 
you  mean  this  as  an  exception,  or  if  you  mean 
nereafter  to  use  it  in  any  way  as  an  exception  to 
this  treaty,  or  for  its  frustration  or  construction 
in  any  respect,  either  take  it  back,  or  I  will  im- 
mediately send  it  to  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  that  they  may  decide  upon  it.  **  Sir  Henry 
Bulwer  agreed  to  take  back  the  note;  he  asked  to 
take  it  back,  and  he  did  take  it  back.  Now,  sir, 
if  that  be  the  correspondence  which  was  alluded 
to,  what  is  its  effect  upon  any  reasonable  con- 
struction of  the  treaty  ?  Clearly  that,  rather  than 
make  this  pretended  claim  a  sul^ect  of  negotiation 
at  all,  England  waived  it  by  agreeing  to  take  back 
the  note,  her  Minister  being  told  at  the  same  time 
that,  unless  he  did  so,  nothing  should  be  witliheld 
from  the  Senate;  but  that  his  note  bUouldgo  there, 
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and  be  considered  by  them,  whether  it  would  have 
any  effect  on  the  treaty,  and  if  it  did,  whether 
they  would  ratify  it  with  this  explanation  or  ad- 
dition, or  whatever  you  may  call  it?- 

This,  however,  was  after  tlie  treaty  was  nego- 
tiated and  signed,  and  while  it  was  pending  before 
the  body  for  its  advice  and  confirmation.  That 
note  was  taken  back;  and  thatbein^  taken  back, 
nothing  either  in  speech  or  in  writmg,  in  act  or 
in  deed,  ever  occurred  to  change  or  alter  in  the 
slightest  degree  the  fair  legitimate  construction  of 
the  treaty,  according  to  its  terms;  nor  anything 
which  can  cast  the  slightcstsljadow  overthc  perfect 
integrity  and  perfect  sincerity  with  which  the 
treaty  was  negotiated,  at  least  on  the  American 
aide,  and  I  am  not  unwilling  to  admit  on  the  British 
side  also.  I  do  not  believe  that  this  misconstruc- 
tion on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  will  be  allowed 
by  that  wise  Government  to  result  in  anything 
liJce  war  between  these  two  countries. 

I  must  say  that  it  is  impossible,  as  I  understand 
the  treaty,  and  as  we  all  seem  to  understand  it — 
we  must  at  least  consider  it  impossible  that  Great 
Britain  will  drive  to  the  fatal  end  of  war  such  a 
controversy  as  that  raised  about  the  Island  of 
Roatan,and  the  miserable  protectorate  which  she 
claims  over  the  Indian  who  assumes  sovereignty 
over  a  part  of  the  Central  American  coast,  and 
under  whose  sovereign  name  she  manages,  as  she 
did  in  early  times,  to  introduce  a  little  smuggling 
into  Spanish  and  Central  American  territories, . 
contrary  to  their  laws.  No,  sir;  that  protecto- 
rate will  never  be  urged  by  her.  Let  the  question 
of  Roatcui  be  settled ;  let  that  be  given  up ;  and  as  for . 
her  protectorate,  lether  take  it  as  it  exists,  as  mod-' 
ificd,  as  qualified,  as  reduced  to  a  shadow  by  the 
treaty.  The  treaty  tells  her  **  you  shall  not  occupy, 

Jou  shall  not  fortify,  you  shall  not  use  any  in- 
uence,  or  sway,  or  sovereignty  in  any  port  of 
the  Mosquito  coast;  you  are  forbidden  all  that.'* 
♦*  Certainly,"  she  responds,  "  but  still  we  claim 
a  protectorate."  Be  it  so;  but  it  is  a  shadow  of 
one,  and  that  is  sufficient  for  this  effigy  of  a  king 
who  is  set  up  so  much  to  the  discredit,  as  I  think, 
of  real  royally.  It  is  strange  to  me  how  subjects  of 
her  illustrious  Majesty  Q,ueen  Victoria — how  her 
statesmen  and  ministers  can  assume  to  place  be- 
side her  in  a  chair  of  sovereignty  this  dirty  Indian 
king,  who  does  not  deserve  to  be  compared  with 
one  o£  our  wild  warriors  of  the  forest — a  poor, 
uncivflized,  ignorant  creature,  who  was  crowned 
at  Jamaica,  they  tell  us,  with  all  the  solemnity  of 
royalty.  With  what  sort  of  a  crown  ?  I  wonder 
if  the  English  Minister  could  inform  us  whether 
the  same  ceremonies  were  observed  as  are  used 
in  the  coronation  of  a  king  of  England.  We 
know  that  it  is  said  that  he  dresses  in  the  dress 
of  an  English  midshipman,  and  lives  with  the 
British  consul  on  the  Mosquito  coast;  but  yet  he 
is  called  the  Mosquito  King ! 

Now,  sir,  we  have  our  construction  of  that  pro- 
tectorate, and  Great  Britain  may  have  hers.  Is 
there  any  occasion  now  to  quarrel  about  it?  We, 
three  thousand  miles  distant  from  each  other,  do 
not  exactly  agree  in  the  interpretation  of  the 
treaty.  Very  well.  We  tell  her  that  we  are  very 
confident  that  our  construction  is  right;  but  until 
she  acts  on  her  definition,  until  she  does  some 
act  sheeting  the  treaty,  we  can  afiford  to  stand  still. 
I  do  not  believe  she  will  ever  do  it.  This  shadow 
of  a  king  which  she  has  been  following  up,  she 
will  not  pursue  to  substantial  acts  that  will  lead  to 
war  between  the  two  countries.  She  has  more 
discretion,  more  wisdom,  more  policy,  more  hu- 
manity. She  will  never  do  it.  i  do  not  say  it  in 
disparagement  of  her  at  all;  it  is  not  in  tliat  spirit 
that  I  speak.  She  has  too  much  regard  for  the 
peace  of  the  world,  and  for  the  interests  of  a 
peaceable  world,  ever  to  puraue  this  imaginary 
construction  of  hera  into  anything  like  a  prac- 
tical act  of  hostility,  or  to  give  cause  to  any  prac- 
tical hostility  on  our  part.  Let  her  indulge  herself 
in  the  idea  that  sometliin^  of  imaginary  honor  is 
maintained  by  tliis  ima^narj  protectorate,  and, 
if  she  pleases,  that  an  imaginary  king  is  under 
her  protection.  Let  her  imagine  all  this,  and  it  is 
harmless  to  us;  it  is  harmless  to  the  world.  It  is 
a  political  reverie  which  we  need  not  disturb,  and 
which  I  have  no  disposition  to  disturb.  Wait 
until  she  shall  act.  Before  she  acts,  1  think,  more 
serious  consideration  will  inspire  her  counsels, 
and  she  may  do  nothing  that  sne  ought  not  to  do. 
She  ought  not,  in  my  opinion,  to  puraue  this  mat- 
ter.   Tnese  have  been  my  sentiments,  and  they 


have  quited  all  my  feara  and  apprehensions  of  a 
war  with  Great  Britain. 

^  I  am  not  for  renouncing  the  treaty,  because  I 
believe  our  safe  courae  is  to  adhere  to  it.  As  to 
the  protectorate,  leave  it  just  as  it  stands— a  mere 
shadow.  Great  Britain  will  never  attempt  to  make 
it  a  substance;  she  will  never  act  out  under  it  any 
hostility  towards  this  country.  1  believe  that  i 
want  nothing  beyond  the  terms  of  our  treaty.  I 
think  it  is  necessary  to  the  neutralization  of  the 
Central  American  isthmus,  through  which  the 
commerce  and  the  people  of  all  countries  are  to 
pass,  if  the  benignant  objects  of  that  treaty  can 
DC  accomplished,  to  maintain  the  treaty.  This 
was  its  great  purpose — to  rescue  this  great  high- 
way of  nations  from  the  perils,  and  dangero,  and 
havoc  of  war — to  make  it  an  asylum  for  all  coun- 
tries and  people— a  place  of  safety  and  safe  pas- 
sage for  tne  world  and  the*commerce  of  the  world 
throughout  the  whole  length  of  the  canal,  and  into 
the  sea  for  a  certain  distance  beyond  it.    The 

g)ssession  of  the  Island  of  Roatan  would  place 
reat  Britain,  it  is  said — and  I  suppose  it  is,  to 
some  extent,  true,  for  otherwise  it  would  have  no 
value — in  such  a  position  that  the  commerce  which 
passes  through  the  canal,  or  over  the  railroads 
which  may  be  established,  would  be,  the  moment 
it  pafsed  this  island,  away  from  the  domain  of 
peace  and  within  the  limits  of  war,  exposed  to 
capture  by  any  forces  stationed  at  that  island. 
To  accomplish  the  great  object,  therefore,  of  the 
neutralization  of  the  isthmus,  it  seems  to  me 
necessa:ry  that  she  shall  abandon  that  island.  It 
is  included  in  the  spirit  of  the  treaty — clearly  and 
manifestly  included  in  the  terms  of  the  treaty. 

Mr.  MASON.  Mr.  President,  I  was  struck, 
in  tlio  debate  which  arose  a  few  days  ago,  with 
the  expression  that  has  been  attributed  to  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Wilson]  by 
the  negotiator  of  this  treaty,  the  Senator  from 
Delaware,  (Mr.  Clayton,]  which  I  may  have 
misunderatood  at  the  time,  but  in  which  I  did 
underatand  him  to  say  that  tlie  British  Govern- 
ment claimed  a  right  to  the  Island  of  Roatan,  as 
one  of  the  dependencies  of  its  possessions  at  Be- 
lize. I  was  struck  by  it,  because  I  had  never,  in 
the  course  of  my  examination,  found  the  British 
Government  assertinfi^  any  such  claim. 

Now,  sir,  whoever  has  read  the  correspondence 
recently  laid  on  our  tables  will,  I  think,  be  struck 
with  the  fact  that,  although  none  are  more  com- 
petent to 'use  the  English  language  to  express  a 
clear  and  determinate  meaning  than  Lord  Claren- 
don, who  conducted  it  on  the  part  of  the  British 
Government,  yet  you  find  nowhere,  in  relation  to 
this  Island  of  Koatan,  or  in  relation  to  the  aggres- 
sion of  the  British  Government  on  the  Central 
American  coast  south  of  their  boundary  under 
the  treaty  of  1786,  a  distinct  assertion  of  title,' 
based  upon  right.  I  think  whoever  has  read  this 
correspondence  will  have  been  struck  with  the 
fact  that,  so  far  as  it  was  conducted  on  the  part 
of  the  American  Government,  plain,  ordinary, 
explicit  terms  were  used  to  express  an  explicit 
and  plain  meaning;  and  that  the  meaning  of  the 
American  Grovernment  cannot  be  misunderstood; 
whereas,  on  the  part  of  the  Minister  who  con- 
ducted the  correspondence  on  behalf  of  the  British 
Government,  if  you  attempt  to  get  at  the  mean- 
ing of  England,  you  will  mil,  and  find  yourself 
involved  in  a  maze  of  confused  sentences,  inde- 
terminate and  vague  expressions,  in  which  there 
is  no  distinct  assertion  of  title  drawn  from  any 
distinct  source. 

These  are  the  characteristics  of  the  correspond- 
ence; and  in  nothing  are  they  more  signally 
manifested  than  in  reference  to  the  British  pre- 
tensions to  the  Island  of  Roatan.  There  is  no 
distinct  assertion  of  title;  and  Senatora  will  not 
find  it  there.  The  treaty  is  confined  in  its  terms 
to  the  territory  of  Central  America.  The  two 
Governments  a^eed  that  neither  would  occupy, 
colonize,  or  fortify  **  any  part  of  Central  Amer- 
ica." These  are  the  terms  of  the  treaty.  When 
we  come  to  agree  on  what  this  treaty  means,  a 
question  may  be  left  open  as  to  what  is,  or  what 
is  not.  Central  America.  That  is  a  question  of 
boundary — purely  a  question  of  boundary — a 
question  which  it  may  become  necessary  possibly 
to  settle  outside  of  the  treaty;  but  the  treaty  is 
confined  expressly  to  whatever  may  be,  by  geo- 
graphic or  political  designation,  the  meaning  of 
me  term  Central  America. 

Beibre  the  ratifications  of  the  treaty  were 


exchanged,  the  British  Minister,  Sir  HearyL 
Bulwer,  filed  a  note  with  the  American  Secretary 
of -State,  in  which  he  said  that  he  was  in8tnici4 
to  exchange  ratifications  upon  condition  thoiher 
Majesty's  Government  dia  not  consider  the  eo- 
f  agements  of  that  convention  to  apply  to  her 
Majesty 's  settlement  at  Honduras,  or  to  in  (k- 
pendencies.    Now,  what  were  the  depcndencKt 
of  Honduras  one  must  ^ther  for  himself  on  read- 
ing the  lan^age  of  the  Minister.  What  were  tiie 
dependencies  of  Honduras  would,  I  apprebeod, 
require  a  great  deal  of  argument,  discussion,  aed 
ne^tiation  to  determine;  and  it  was  left,Iihoa)d 
think,  designedly  in  that  loose  and  indetenmnats 
manner  for  future  British  use  when  Uiev  came  to 
expou  nd  the  meaning  of  this  treaty.    The  Aoer- 
iean  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Clayton,  did  not 
leave  it  in  that  indeterminate  manner.  Wc  know, 
from  subsequent  history,  that  it  was  considered 
at  that  day — and  jit  may  be  true,  althouffh  I  am 
not  prepared  to  say  so — that  the  British  settle 
ments  upon  the  mam  land  were  within  the  limits 
of  Mexico,  and  not  within  the  UmitsofanyStata 
forming  a  part  of  Central  America;  and  bo  coo* 
sidering  it,  Mr.  Clayton,  in  his  reply  to  the  oote 
of  Sir  Henry  Bulwer,  narrows  down  what  he  un- 
deratands  to  be  the  meaning  ofthe  British  Minis* 
ter*s  expression.    The  languaj^  of  the  British 
Minister  was,  that  the  treaty  did  not  extend  to 
**  her  Majesty's  settlement  at  Honduras,  or  to  its 
dependencies."    The  reply  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  was,  **  it  was  neither  understood  by  them," 
(the  Senate,)  "nor  by  either  of  us,"  (the  negoti- 
ators) *'to  include  the  British  settlements  in  Hon- 
duras, commonly  called  British  Honduras,  u 
distinct  from  the  state  of  Honduras,  nor  the  small 
islands  in  the  neighborhood  of  thiat  settlement, 
which  maybe  known  as  its  *  dependencies.'" 

The  use  of  this  term,  **  British  Honduras,"  is 
British  use — a  mode  of  expression  that  seems  to 
have  been  adopted  by  British  Ministers  vhohavi 
treated  upon  this  subject  upon  the  part  of  their 
Grovernment,  and  who  have  chosen  to  consider 
that  '*  British  Honduras*'  and  the  "  British  settle- 
ments at  the  Belize"  were  convertible  terms  ex- 
pressive of  the  same  meaning.  We  all  know 
very  well  what  was  the  original  appellation  girea 
by  England  and  by  Spain  to  the  Briliab  settle- 
ments upon  that  coast,  confined  as  they  ori^inaiir 
were,  and  yet  are,  if  right  be  attained,  to  a  fimiiea 
and  prescribed  tract  of  country  between  two  ce^ 
tain  rivers,  the  river  Belize  havine  been  originaDy 
one  of  them.  They  were  called  from  timeim* 
memorial  the  British  settlements  at  Belize. 

Since  the  treaty  of  1786,  as  we  are  told  nowlj 
some  of  the  British  Ministers,  the  scttlementsw 
England  have  been  extended  below  theprescribtt 
boundary  under  that  treaty,  and  they  nave  gone 
down,  not  along  the  Bay  of  Honduras  alone, bot 
down  the  Gulf -of  Honauras,  clearly  and  admit- 
tedly within  the  province  of  Vera  Paz,  which  s 
part  of  the  State  of  Gruatemala,  and  a  part  of 
Central  America.  Well,  sir,  us  I  understand  th« 
map  of  that  country,  the  river  Belize  does  not 
empty  itself  into  the  Bay  of  Honduras  at  all.  » 
empties  itself  into  the  Caribbean  sea,  and  iheBsy 
of  Honduras  commences  below  the  mouth  of  w 
Belize.  The  Bay  of  Honduras  washes  the  wMt 
of  Guatemala  and  terminates  in  theGulf  of  Hon- 
duras, a  sharp  indentation  in  the  land. 

England,  without  the  color  of  right— and  now 
asserting  no  right  and  no  title  beyond  ihjt« 
trespass— since  1786,  after  the  dccrcpil»d«  of 
Spam  came  upon  her,  and  during  the  *«*f'*f?*f 
ofthe  independent  States  wliich,in  18241  ihiwt 
threw  off  the  dominion  of  Spain,  has  grtdoally. 
by  usurpation,  or  by  naked  cororaon-law  W»- 
pass,  extended  her  settlements  below  the  ^ 
scribed  boundary  and  along  the  coast  sf  the  »J 
of  Honduras.  Thus  it  may  have  become  con«- 
nient  for  England  to  palm  upon  the  world  as  coin 
vcrtible  terms, "  the  British  setUementsaiBewe, 
and  "British  settlements  at  Honduras;'  Mi^ 
find,  when  that  term  was  introduced  by  Sir  HeDiy 
Bulwer  into  his  note  appended  to  the  i***^''  i 
Clayton  promptly  limited  and  defined  *?*^.  J: 
understood  by  British  Honduras,  and  bw  »*»* 
guage  is:  "The  British  setUementinHondun* 
commonly  caUed  BriUsh  Honduras,  ai  disUD» 
from  the  State  of  Honduras. "  . . 

Sir,  so  far  as  I  liave  read  the  documents,  l  m" 
not  seen  that  the  British  Government  claims  «V 
greater  right  to  those  scttlemenu  below  the  prop 
treaty  limito,  because  she  has  called  them  «"*^ 
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The  PRESIDENT.  Before  anything  further 
is  said,  the  Chair  will  read  the  14th  rule:  "When 
the  reading  of  a  paper  is  called  for,  and  the  same 
ia  objected  to  by  any  member,  it  shall  be  determ- 
ined oy  a  vote  of  the  Senate,  and  without  debate.  *' 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  believe  the  Senator  from 
Florida  had  the  floor  when  the  question  was  under 
discussion  the  other  day. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  auestion  immediately 
before  the  Senate  is  not  a  debatable  one. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  know  it  is  not  debatable, 
but  I  simply  wish  to  observe  to  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Tennessee  that  I  do  not  think  there 
is  now  any  objection  whatever  to  the  passage  of 
his  resolution.  On  behalf  of  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs  1  have  never  made  any  opposition 
to  its  passage.  I  have  simply  notified  the  Sen- 
ator or  my  desire  to  insert  an  amendment  except- 
ing from  the  operation  of  the  resolution  those 
officers  who  may  not  wish  their  cases  to  come 
before  the  Senate.  I  am  willing,  however,  that 
the  vote  may  be  taken  instanter,  if  the  Senator 
desires  it 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  first  question  is, 
whether  the  paper  offered  by  the  Senator  from 
Tennessee  shall  be  read  ? 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  I  made  an  objection  the 
other  day,  to  the  reading  of  the  paper,  but  I  will 
withdraw  it  at  the  request  of  my  friend  from 
Tennessee.  When  I  made  the  objection,  I  had 
not  the  slightest  idea  that  it  was  a  matter  in  which 
my  friend  from  Tennessee  had  any  personal  in- 
terest. My  objection  was  based  on  the  consid- 
eration that  papers  of  this  kind  ought  not  to  be 
read  at  the  Secretary's  desk,  because  they  bring 
into  conflicts  of  statement  and  opinion  persons 
who  are  not  members  of  the  body,  and  with 
whose  disputes  we  have  nothing  to  do, and  which 
we  are  not  the  proper  body  to  adjust;  but  as  my 
friend  from  Tennessee  thinks  he  nas  some  inter- 
est in  having  the  paper  read,  I  make  no  further 
objection.  1  suppose,  however,  that  if  Captain 
Du  Pont  should  desire  to  have  a  counter-state- 
ment read  hereafter,  there  will  be  no  objection. 

Several  Senators.     Certainly  not. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  objection  being  with- 
drawn, the  paper  will  be  read. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Mr.  President 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from  Flori- 
da will  be  entitled  to  the  floor  when  the  paper 
flhall  be  read.    The  paper  will  first  be  read. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  1  object  to  the  reading  of 
thejpaper. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will  submit 
the  question  to  the  Senate  whether  the  paper  shall 
be  read.     It  is  not  a  debatable  question. 

Mr.  MASON.  May  I  be  allowed  to  ask  what 
the  paper  is  ?  I  understand  that  without  objection 
two  letters  were  read  on  a  former  day  to  the 
Senate,  one  of  them  addressed  by  Captain  Du 
Pont  to  Lieutenant  Rhind,  and  the  other  an 
answer  from  him.  Then  it  was  proposed  to  read 
another  paper  which  contained  a  statement  of  a 
conversation  that  had  passed  between  those  gen- 
tlemen. The  present  vote  is  upon  reading  that 
statement,  the  letters  havinff  been  read ,  as  I  under- 
stand. My  vote  is  governed  by  that  consideration. 
The  letters  have  been  read,  and  now  the  objection 
is  to  reading  this  statement  of  the  conversation. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  May  I  ask  a  ques- 
tion for  information  ?  [**No  objection."]  Does 
anybody  doubt  that  I  have  a  right  to  get  up  and 
read>  this  statement  from  my  place  as  part  of  my 
speech.'  ["Certainly  not.**]  Nobody,  of  course, 
doubts  that;  but  I  would  not  inflict  on  the  Senate 
any  injustice  or  any  wrong.  I  would  not  do  in 
my  place  here  anything  which  would  not  be  ap- 

F roved  by  the  Senate.  I  knew  perfectly  well  that 
had  a  right  to  read  this  paper  or  any  other  paper 
in  my  place  on  my  own  responsibility,  but  I  chose 
to  submit  the  question  to  the  Senate  for  decision, 
and  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  if  the  Senate 
understood  this  note,  there  would  be  no  objection 
to  its  reading.  , 

Now,  with  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate, I  desire  to  state  my  position,  without  any 
argument  and  without  reading  the  note.  When 
an  interrogatory  was  propounded  the  other  day 
by  the  Senator  from  Virginia  to  the  Senator  from 
Florida,  as  to  whether  any  correspondence  had 
passrd  between  members  of  the  board  and  other 
individuals,  as  to  charges  and  rumors  of  charges 
Q;:;:iinst  men  who  had  been  ostracised  by  the 
bourd;  the  Senator  said  at  first  that  ho  thought 


not;  but  when  I  called  his  attention  to  the  corre- 
spondence which  was  read  at  the  desk  a  few  days 
since  between  Captain  Du  Pont  and  Lieutenant 
Rhind,  he  remembered  it,  but  said  he  had  not 
read  it.  In  my  allusion  to  that  correspondence, 
I  stated  that,  after  that  correspondence  nad  taken 
place,  (because  I  had  seen  it,  and  other  Senators 
nad  seen  it,)  an  interview  took  place  between 
Captain  Du  ront  and  Lieutenant  Rnind,  expltui- 
atory  of  the  notes  which  were  read;  and  that  an 
understanding  of  that  conversation  was  essential, 
in  my  judgment,  to  a  proper  vindication  of  charts 
preferred  agcdnst  Lieutenant  Bartlett,  and  in  vin- 
dication of  the  statement  which  I  made  that  men 
had  been  tried  upon  rumor.  Though  no  man  gets 
up  here  and  says  that  such  is  not  the  truth,  there 
is  no  positive  proof  of  it.  I  was  guarded  in  my 
remark.  I  said  that  I  believed  such  was  the 
truth.  I  have  the  proof  of  the  assertion  which  I 
then  made,  and  I  ask  the  Senate  to  hear  it  read. 
If  the  Senate  do  not  choose  to  hear  it,  I  shall 
have  at  least  the  poor  privilege  of  publishing  it 
in  the  newspapers  of  the  country.  1  stated  what 
I  believed  to  be  true  upon  rumor.  I  have  the 
statement  of  a  responsible  gentleman  that  such 
an  interview  did  take  pleure,  and  he  puts  it  down 
in  his  own  terms,  sig^s  his  name  to  it,  and  is 
responsible  for  it.  He  is  an  ofiicer  of  the  Govern- 
ment implicated  in  the  charges  which  we  are  now 
trying  before  the  Senate. 

How  can  any  injustice  be  done  to  anybody  by 
reading  the  statement  ?  I  would  not  do  injustice 
to  Mr.  Du  Pont.  If  he  has  a  word  to  say  in  con- 
tradiction of  this  statement,  and  will  furnish  it  to 
me,  I  shall  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  to 
have  it  read  from  the  Secretary's  desk,  just  as  I 
ask  that  this  vindication  of  these  ofiicers  may  be 
read. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  If  the  Senate  will  indulge 
me  in  a  few  words,  I  wish  to  say  why  I  object  to 
the  reading  of  the  paper.  Prom  the  manner  of 
the  Senator  from  Tennessee,  and  what  has  fallen 
from  him,  it  would  seem  to  be  inferred  that  there 
is  something  in  his  possession  which,  if  read  to 
the  Senate,  would  place  a  member  of  the  board — 
Captain  Du  Pont  is  mentioned — in  an  odious  and 
improper  light. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  certainly  did 
not  mean  to  be  understood  as  saying  any  such 
thing;  and  if  the  Senator  so  understood  me,  I  bee 
to  correct  him.  I  meant  simply  to  say,  and  1 
think  I  did  say,  that  this  communication  estab- 
lished the  fact  that  one  member  of  the  board,  at 
least,  went  out  in  quest  of  information  in  relation 
to  charges  preferred  against  an  American  officer 
upon  rumor;  and  when  he  afterwards  met  the 

fentleman  to  whom  he  wrote,  he  said  that  the 
oard  had  disposed  of  the  case  of  Bartlett  before 
his  answer  was  received.  I  did  not  mean  to 
reflect  on  Captain  Du  Pont,  but  when  I  can  get  a 
fair  chance  at  him  legitimately,  I  shall  say  what 
I  think  proper. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  Mr.  President,  the  question 
before  the  Senate  is  whether  a  certain  paper — 
comments  of  Lieutenant  Rhind  on  a  conversation 
with  Captain  DuPont — shall  be  read,  here  in  the 
Senate  for  information.  That  is  the  naked  ques- 
tion. The  paper  contains  comments  of  Mr.  Rhind 
on  a  conversation  between  him  and  Captain  Du 
Pont.  As  a  matter  of  course,  if  that  be  read ,  and 
an  impression  shall  be  made  by  it  against  Captain 
Du  Pont  as  a  member  of  the  board,  it  will  become 
the  duty  of  those  who  are  conversant  with  the 
facts  to  procure  and  read  the  statement  of  Cap- 
tain Du  Pont.  It  will  place  Captain  Du  Pont, 
Mr.  Rhind,  and  Mr.  Bartlett  here  on  trial.  The 
question  before  the  Senate,  properly,  is  a  resolu- 
tion calling  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  cer- 
tain official  information  supposed  to  be  in  his 
possession ;  and  I  submit  to  the  Senate  that  the 
reading  of  this  paper  has  no  relation  to  that  in- 
quiry. It  is  going  into  an  investigation  which  is 
now  before  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  and 
in  which  that  committee  is  engaged  at  this  mo- 
ment. The  committee  has  in  its  possession  many 
official  papers  which  relate  to  this  transaction;  and 
if  this  statement  be  read,  perhaps  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  take  those  official  papers  ft*om  the  hands 
of  the  committee  and  place  them  in  the  hands  of 
the  Secretary,  to  be  read  from  the  desk. 

I  do  not  object  to  the  Senator's  reading,  if  he 
pleases,  and  making  a  portion  of  his  remarks, 
any  statement  of  Mr.  Rhind,  as  to  the  conduct 
of  the  board ;  for  I  say  again ,  as  I  have  always 


said,  that  if  the  board  cannot  stand  rieht  before 
the  country,  in  every  word  and  deed  which  it 
performed  and  uttered,  I,  for  one,  must  not  be 
expected  to  stand  by  it.  I  have  investieatedaut 
am  familiar  with  the  transaction  to  wkich  the 
honorable  Senator  alludes,  and  throaefaoui  the 
whole  transaction  I  am  with  the  boeoS.  Item 
be  explained  in  a  manner  perfectly  conngteot 
with  the  integrity  of  the  boara  and  every  member 
upon  it.  But,  sir,  I  am  not  disposed,  knowing 
the  facta  which  are  within  the  knowledge  of  the 
committee,  to  suffer  extraneous  matter,  which 
should  not  go  into  the  records  of  the  Senate,  to 
be  read  here,  and  get  up  a  controversy  between 
individuals  outside  of  this  Chamber,  wno  are  not 
on  trial  before  the  Senate.    You  cannot  read  a 

Saper  which  reflects  on  the  official  or  private  coin 
uct  of  a  member  of  the  board,  without'yieWing 
to  another  the  right  to  read  acountenraiiingitate- 
ment;  and  thus  we  shall  be  involved  in  a  coDtro- 
versv  which  has  no  reladcm  to  otir  duUes. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Senator  from 
Florida  object  to  the  reading  of  the  pantr} 

Mr.  MALLORY.    Yes,  sir. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Senator  £roB 
Tennessee  insist  on  the  reading? 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Yes,  sir,  1  abafl 
insist,  or  I  shall  read  it  myself. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will  robmrt 
the  question  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Iwishtosayafev 
words,  but  not  on  that  point. 

The  PRESI  DENT.  This  is  a  question  which 
must  be  decided  without  debate. 

Mr.  JONES ,  of  Tennessee.  I  wish  to  reply  to 
a  remark  of  the  Senator  from  Florida. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  wifl  robmit 
the  question  to  the  Senate,  whether  the  paper 
submitted  by  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  shafl 
be  read. 

The  question  being  taken,  there  were,  on  a 
division— yeas  13,  nays  18. 

A  Senator.    No  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  will  not  press 
anything  which  seems  to  be  contrary  to  the  aenie 
of  the  &nate;  for  it  is  my  pleasure  to  defer  at  all 
times  to  what  seenas  to  be  the  wish  of  a  majoric? 
of  this  body;  and  I  shall  continue  to  doio  ai 
long  as  I  occupy  a  place  on  this  floor  For  that 
reason  I  shall  not  press  the  reading  of  this  paper, 
but  I  still  insist  Uiat  it  was  anactof  nutiee  toao 
injured  man  to  have  it  read  at  the  desk;  but  of 
that  we  shall  be  able  to  judge  hereafter.  1  an 
happy  to  know  that  the  paper  which  I  hold  is  ao 
inaestructible  one. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Will  the  Senator  allow 
the  Chair  to  make  a  statement  >  The  Chair  haud 
a  Senator  remark,  when  the  last  vote  was  taken- 
**  no  quorum  voting. "  That  hringB  up  the  quet- 
tion  whether  the  Cnair,  in  putting  questions  here- 
after, shall  be  governed  by  the  fhct  that  there  aw 
now  several  vacancies  in  the  Senate.  Shall  w8 
require  a  quorum  to  be  a  quorum  of  Senatoff 
entitled  to  places  on  the  floor,  or  a  quonun  of 
the  whole  number  of  which  the  Senate  would  be 
constituted  if  it  were  full  ?  There  was  a  quonan 
voting  on  the  last  vote,  provided  the  vacanoai 
be  not  included.  , 

Mr.  STUART.  I  do  not  know  whether  thj 
rules  prescribe  anything  on  that  subject;  but  1 
had  some  conversation  with  the  officers  of  the 
Senate  in  regard  to  it,  a  few  years  ago;  and  rt 
struck  me  that,  on  principle,  the  true  new  tff  take 
would  be  this:  A  majorily  of  all  the  Scaaton 
must  be  present  to  form  a  quorum  to  dobuane* 
That  is  the  constitutional  provision;  but  that doa 
not  mean  a  majority  of  all  the  Senators  who  migW 
be  present  if  the  Senate  was  full,  and  if  there  were 
no  vacancies,  but  a  majority  of  those  who  ht« 
a  right  to  be  here.  That  being  the  <»«''^"  J 
quorum  having  voted  according  to  that  ^^r[ 
estimation,  the  question  was  decided  on  the  »* 
vote.    It  seems  to  me  that  that  is  the  fact. 

Mr.  PISH.  Mr.  President,  I  think  that  tW 
question  is  not  a  new  one  to  the  Senate.  ^^^' 
ing  to  my  impression,  we  had  precisely  the  sm^ 
question  raised  here  some  three  or  four  fj^ 
since,  whUe  Mr.  King,  the  late  Vice  PreaidEn^ 
was  occupjring  the  chair.  If  my  memory  «ff^ 
me,  it  was  at  the  time  when  the  Senator  tr«" 
California,  now  in  his  seat,  [Mr.  Weueb.)  *** 
supposed  to  be  on  his  way  from  Califomw  d^J^- 
I  remember  distinctly  that  his  colleague  l^ 
Gwin]  insisted  that  there  was  a  Senator  tf»» 
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that  State;  but  the  question  of  fact  be^mne  un- 
important, in  consequence  of  the  decision  of  the 
Chair,  that  a  majority  of  all  entitled  to  seats — ^if 
the  Senate  were  full,  a  majority  of  sixty -two- 
was  necessary  for  the  transaction  of  business.  I 
think,  too— though  upon  this  point  my  memory  is 
not  so  distinct — that  a  vote  was  taken  by  the 
Senate,  sustaining  that  decisiop.  At  all  events, 
Ae  decision  was  acquiesced  in. 

The  PRESIDENT.  There  are  three  vacancies 
in  the  Senate,  which  may  not  be  filled  for  some 
time  to  come. 

Mr.  BUTLtR.  I  will  solve  the  difficulty  by 
calling  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  the  last  vote. 
I  think  there  are  enough  Senators  present  to 
decide  it  without  compromiting  the  decision  of 
the  Chair  on  this  constitutional  question. 

The  PRESIDENT.  It  is  important  to  settle 
that  question,  and  hence  I  tooK  the  liberty  of 
interrupting  the  Senator  from  Tennessee. 

M^  FOOT.  My  own  recollection  concurs 
entirely  with  the  statement  of  the  Senator  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  Pish,]  that  some  four  years  a^o 
this  question  was  raised,  was  considered  at  length , 
and  fully  debated  by  some  of  the  most  experi- 
enced members  of  the  Senate.  I  remember  that 
Mr.  Berrien,  of  Georgia,  Mr.  Badger,  of  North 
Carolina,  and  Mr.  Underwood,  of  Kentucky, 
participated  in  the  debate;  and  it  was  then  decided 
oy  the  Senate  that  a  quorum  must  consist  of  a 
majority  of  the  whole  number  constituting  the 
Senate  of  the  United  Slates;  in  other  words,  a 
majority  of  sixty-dwo. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  That  is  my  impression,  and 
I  think  it  has  been  so  settled  more  than  once. 

The  PRESIDENT.  If  that  be  the  true  con- 
struction, there  is  not  a  quorum  of  Senators 
present. 

Mr.  WELLER.  A  great  many  new  Senators 
have  come  in  since  that  decision  was  niadn,whose 
judgment  may  not,  perhaps,  be  in  accordance 
wiln  that  ruhng.  I  believe  that  a  majority  of 
those  legally  entitled  to  seats  in  the  Senate  con- 
stitute a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business 
tinder  the  Constitution;  but  I  wish  to  avoid  that 

3uestion  now.  I  do  not  desire  that  it  shall  be 
ecided  here,  where  it  is  immaterial.  Let  it  come 
xtp  at  some  other  time.  We  can  settle  that  ques- 
tion whenever  a  case  is  presented  of  sufficient  im- 
portance to  justify  it.  The  present  difficulty  will 
be  obviated  by  acceding  to  the  request  of  my 
friend  from  South  Carolina,  who  calls  for  the 
yeas  and  nays.  I  am  satisfied  that  there  is  a 
quorum  present,  according  to  either  construction 
of  the  Constitution;  and  I  think  the  yeas  and 
nays  will  show  it. 
The  PRESIDENT.    The  Chair  will  put  the 

auestion  whether  the  yeas  and  nays  shall  be  or- 
ered  on  reading ^e  paper. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  I  understood  my  friend 
from  Tennessee  to  say  that  he  was  sufficient ly 
satisfied  that  a  majority  of  the  Senate  preforred 
that  the  paper  should  not  be  read,  and  therefore 
would  not  press  it  further. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Senator  from 
Tennessee  withdraw  his  call  for  the  reading  of 
the  paper? 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  certainly  intended 
to  be  understood  as  stated  by  my  friend  from 
Louisiana.  I  am  incapable  of  pressing  upon  the 
Senate  anything  repugnant  to  their  feelings,  how- 
ever much  I  may  oifTer  from  them  in  judgment. 
I  am  persuaded  that  the  time  will  come  when  even 
my  friend  from  Florida  will  regret  having  refused 
the  reading  of  this  statement.  I  feel  assured  that 
the  time  will  come  when  every  Senator  will  feel 
that  he  may,  by  possibility — unintentionally, 
doubtless — have  done  injustice  and  injury  to  an 
innocent  roan.  But,  sir,  it  is  not  my  purpose  to 
debate  this  question.  I  acquiesce  in  what  seems 
to  be  the  sense  of  the  Senate.  I  hope  that  the 
Senate  will  proceed  at  once  to  dispose  of  the  res- 
olution before  them.  Let  the  Senator  from  Flor- 
ida move  his  amendment,  and  then  let  us  pass  the 
resolution.  At  a  subsequent  time  1  shall  read  or 
publish  the  statement  which  I  hold  in  my  hand. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  hope  the  resolution  will 
be  passed.     I  have  no  opposition  to  make  to  it. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Did  I  understand  that  an 
amendment  was  to  be  offered  to  the  resolution? 

Mr.  MALLORY.  No,  sir,  I  shall  offer  no 
am'*ndment,and  I  shall  make  no  opposition  to  it. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  1  was  anxious  to  say  some- 
thing on  this  subject,  and  it  is  yet  my  desire  to 


be  !..5ard;butl  have  no  wish  to  delay  the  passage 
of  the  resolution,  if  it  is  important  to  have  it 
acted  on;  but  if  that  be  not  so,  I  should  desire  to 
avail  myself  of  the  first  opportunity  to  address 
the  Senate  upon  the  subject.  I  do  not  know 
when  that  will  be.  I  should  have  moused  to  fix 
Monday,  but  that  day  has  already  been  appro- 
priated for  the  consideration  of  another  subject. 

Several  Senators.     Say  to-morrow. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  It  will  not  be  possible  for 
me  to  proceed  to-morrow. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  If  the  Senator  will  allow 
this  resolution  to  be  passed,  he  can  speak  upon 
the  report  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  When  will  the  committee 
make  a  report  ? 

Mr.  MALLORY.     In  a  short  time. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Then  I  will  po»4>one  my 
remarks  until  it  shall  be  presented. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wedvesdat,  February  20, 1856. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.  Prayer 
by  Rev.  Henrt  C.  Dean. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved . 

Tlio  SPEAKER.  The  first  business  in  order 
is  the  resolution  reported  from  the  Committee  of 
Elections. 

INTRODUCTION  OP  BILLS. 

Mr.  BERNHISEL.  I  ask  the  unanimous 
consent  to  introduce  some  bills  of  which  previous 
notice  has  been  jriven. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  I  have  a  proposition  to 
offer  to  the  gentleman  from  Utah,  and  to  the 
House.  It  is,  that,  by  general  consent,  the  House 
devote  half  an  hour  to  the  reception  of  bills  of 
which  previous  notice  has  been  given,  in  order 
that  they  may  be  referred  only. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  of  Illinois.  I  hope  that 
proposition  will  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Alabama.  I  have  no  objection 
to  that,  provided  it  be  limited  to  such  bills  as  will 
not  give  rise  to  debate. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  Half  an  hour  will 
not  be  sufficient. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  If  the  time  is  extended  be- 
yond half  an  hour,  I  shall  object. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  It  is  important, 
with  a  view  to  get  business  before  the  committees, 
that  »)aper8  may  be  withdrawn  from  the  files  of 
the  House,  and  referred  to  the  committees.  Will 
that  be  in  order  under  the  proposition  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  Arkansas? 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  If  the  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  in  reference  to  the  with- 
drawing of  .papers,  is  agreed  to,  it  will  consume 
the  whole  half  hour,  for  the  reason  that  there  are 

Questions  in  reference  thereto  to  be  settled  by  the 
louse,  of  which  questions  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Haven]  spoke  the  other  day. 

The  SPEAKER.  Papers  can  be  withdrawn 
and  nTerrcd  to  committees  of  the  House  under 
the  rules  of  the  House. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  There  is  no  objection  to  that. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  object  to  the  proposition  of 
the  gentleman  fVom  Arkansas.  Half  an  hdur  is 
not  half  time  enough. 

RESOLUTIONS — UTAH. 
Mr.  BERNHISEL  then,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, presented  the  following  resolutions;  which 
were  severally  read,  considered,  and  agreed  to: 

Rewlvedy  That  the  Committee  on  Military  AlTuirs  be  in- 
Htriictcd  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  refunding  to  the 
Territory  of  Utah  the  expenses  incurred  by  said  Territory 
in  nuppreti.iing  Indian  hostiUtien  in  the  year  1853 ;  and  tliat 
Miid  committee  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Renolvedj  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be 
inMtructeil  to  inquire  into  tlie  expediency  of  providing  for  the 
completiDn  of  the  territorial  capitol  of  Utah ;  and  that  said 
committee  report  bv  bill  or  otherwise. 

Rciolccdj  That  tnc  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  die  expediency  of  providing  for  the 
constmotion  of  a  military  road  from  Oridger's  Pass,  in  the 
Rocky  Mountains,  to  Great  Salt  Lake  City,  in  tiie  Territory 
of  Utoli ;  and  that  said  commiiu»c  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

INTRODUCTION  OF  BILLS. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  I  appeal  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Gi?orgia,  [Mr.  Sewaro,]  who  inter- 
posed objection  to  spending  half  an  hour  in  the 
reception  of  bills  or  which  previous  notice  has 
been  given,  and  which  give  rise  to  no  debate,  to 
withdraw  that  objection. 


Mr.  SEWARD.  It  is  useless  to  consume  the 
time  of  the  House  in  that  way.  Gentlemen  who 
are  most  fortunate  in  obtaining  the  eye  of  the 
Sneaker  will  get  in  their  bills,  and  none  others. 
If  gentlemen  wiJI  agree  to  an  hour,  I  will  with- 
draw my  objection. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    Then  I  shall  object. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  I  would  modify  my 
resolution,  but  it  will  then  be  objected  to. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  We  can  try  half  an  hour, 
and  then,  if  we  find  that  it  works  unequally,  and 
does  not  do  justice  to  all  parts  of  the  House,  we 
can  extend  it  another  half  hour. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  do  not  desire  to  be  captious, 
and  to  gratify  gentlemen  I  withdraw  my  objec* 
tion. 

The  SPEAKER.  There  being  no  objection ♦ 
the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from  -^kajisas 
is  agreed  to,  to  have  half  an  hour  assigned  for  the 
introduction  of  bills,  of  which  previous  notice  has 
been  given,  for  the  purpose  of  reference  only,  and 
which  will  not  give  rise  to  debate. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Let  the  call  be  by  States;  there 
is  no  other  way. 

The  States  were  then  called  for  bills  in  compli- 
ance with  the  order,  commencing  with  the  State 
of  Maine. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  have  a  res- 
olution which  I  desire  to  offer. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  The  order  only  refers  to 
bills  of  which  previous  notice  has  been  given. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  ask  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  allow  me  to  introduce  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  By  the  express  order  of  the 
House  this  half  hour  is  to  be  consumed  in  the  in- 
troduction of  bills. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  Then  I  withdraw  the  res- 
olution, and  ^ivo  notice  that  as  soon  as  the  half 
hour  has  expired  I  will  offer  it. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  I  would  inquire 
from  the  Chair  if  the  call  of  the  States  has  not 
been  commenced,  and  had  made  some  progress 
the  other  day  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  That  call  was  for  resolu- 
tions, and  not  for  bills. 

Mr.  BENSON  offered  to  present  a  memorial. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Under  the  rule  memorials 
cannot  be  received. 

Mr.  BENSON.  May  I  not  present  this  me- 
morial at  this  time  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  order  under  which  the 
House  is  acting  relates  to  bills  only. 

Mr.  MILLSON  introduced  tlie  following  bill* 
of  which  previous  notice  had  been  given:  A  bill  to 
repeal  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  promote  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  Navy. 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by 
its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Kaval 
Affairs. 

Mr.  FAULKNER  introduced  the  foUowing 
bills,  of  which  previous  notice  had  been  given, 
which  were  severally  read  a  first  and  second  time 
by  their  respective  titles,  as  follows,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs: 

A  bill  to  prohibit  officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy 
from  having  an  interest  in  contracts  for  the  sup- 
ply of  any  articles  for  any  branch  of  the  service 
to  which  such  officers  belong; 

A  bill  extending  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
August  11,  1B46,  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
persons  dying  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States;  and 

A  bill  explanatory  of  an  act  entitled  an  act  to 
increase  the  pay  of  the  rank  and  file  o£  the  Army, 
and  to  encourage  enlistments. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Alabama,  introduced  bills,  of 
which  previous  notice  had  been  given  ywhich  were 
severally  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  their 
respective  titles,  as  follows,  and  referred  as  indi- 
cated below: 

A  bill  to  amend  an  act,approved  August  4,  1854, 
entitled  an  act  to  graduate  and  reduce  the  price  of 
the  public  lands  to  actual  cultivators  and  setlleni. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

A  bill  to  grant  to  the  State  of  Alabama,  and 
other  States  having  public  lands  therein,  the  un- 
sold and  unappropriated  public  lands  that  have 
been  in  market  for  twenty  years  and  upwanN,  for 

Surposes  of  education  and  internal  improvement, 
deferred  to  the  Codimittee  on  Public  Lands. 
A  bill  to  authorize  the  States  and  Territories  in 
which  sixteentli  sections  are  situated  to  relinquish 
such   land,  reserved  or  granted   for  the   use  of 
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schools,  as  may  be  comparatively  valueless  or 
unfit  for  cultivation,  and  to  select  other  lands  in 
lieu  thereof.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lrfinds. 

A  bill  to  extend  the  time  of  payment  of  duties 
on  railroad  iron,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  move  the  reference  of  that  bill 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  desire  to  object  to  that 
reference. 

Mr.  COBB.  If  tliere  be  any  objection  to  it, 
will  tlie  gonileman  sugeest  any  otlicr  committee? 

Mr.  LETCHER.  That  is  exactly  what  I  am 
goin^  to  do.  It  is  a  question  relating  to  revenue, 
and  It  strikes  me  the  bill  ought  to  go  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Meaus. 

Mr.  COBB.     Very  well,  let  it  go  there. 

The  Dtll  was  then  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  COBB  also  introduced  a  bill  ^janting  to 
the  State  of  Alabama  public  lands,  in  alternate 
sections,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  Coosa 
and  Tennessee  River  railroad,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses; which  was  reads  first  and  second  time  by 
Its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Conunittee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  DOWDELL  introduced  a  biU,  of  which 
previous  notice  had  been  ^ven;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  as  follows,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads,  viz:  A  bill  to  establish  a  mail  route 
in  Alabama. 

Mr.  SHORTER  introduced  a  bill  to  provide 
for  the  examination  and  payment  of  certain 
claims  to  citizens  of  Oeorgia  and  Alabama,  for 
Creek  Indian  depredations;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  BENNETT,  of  Mississippi,  introduced  a 
bill  to  estabhsh  certain  post  roads  in  the  State  of 
Mississippi;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  SANDIDGE  introduced  a  biU  for  the 
relief  of  the  Vicksburg,  Shreveport,  and  Texas 
Railroad  Company;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

Also,  a  bill  making  a  grant  of  lands  to  the  State 
of  Louisiana  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  rail- 
road in  said  State;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peyton  G.  King,  a 
receiver  of  public  moneys  at  Monroe,  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

Mr.  SAPP  introduced  a  bill  granting  a  pension 
to  William  Davis,  of  Coshocton  county,  Ohio, 
for  injuries  received  whilst  performing  military 
duty  in  the  war  of  1812;  wnich  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time  by  iu  title. 

Mr.  SAPP.  I  move  that  the  bill  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Afifairs. 

Mr.  COBB,  ^he  bill  I  understand  makes  a 
grant  of  land;  I  suppose  it  should  go  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  SAPP.  I  think  the  reference  I  have  pro- 
posed is  the  right  one.  It  is  to  provide  for  mili- 
tary services. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  think  the  bUI  might  as  well  go 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands;  that  is  as 
liberal  a  committee  as  there  is  in  the  House,  and 
it  will  be  as  likely  to  be  well  attended  to. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  I  think  the  refer- 
ence proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  is  the 
proper  one.  The  grant  asked  for  is  predicated 
upon  military  services. 

Mr.  COBK.  So  is  every  grant  of  bounty  land 
made  to  soldiers  under  any  of  the  bounty  land 
laws.  I  move  that  the  bill  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pubhc  Lands. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Safp*8  motion, 
and  the  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  AfiTairs. 

Mr.  SAPP  also  introduced  bills,  which  were 
severally  read  a  first  and  second  lime  by  their 
respective  titles,  as  follows,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Abram  S.  Emmett,  of 
Knox  county,  Ohio,  for  gallant  service  in  the  war 
of  1819;  and 


A  bill  ^[ranting  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land  to  Richard  Smith,  of  Coshocton  county ,  Ohio, 
for  military  services  in  the  war  with  the  Ricka- 
rce  Indians. 

Mr.  BLISS  introduced  a  bill  to  continue  tlie 
repairs  iq  the  harbor  at  the  moutli  of  the  Black 
river,  upon  Lake  Erie,  Ohio;  which  was  read  a 
first  ana  second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  WATKINS  introduced  a  bill  to  amend 
the  act  of  March  3,  1855,  granting  additional 
bounty  land  to  certain  officers  and  soldiers  who 
have  been  engaged  in  the  military  8er\'ice  of  the 
United  States;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  MACE  introduced  a  bill  to  grant  a  home- 
stead of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  to 
actual  settlers  tliereon;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Agriculture. 

SLAVERY  IN  THE  TERRITORIES. 

Mr.  MACE  also  introduced  a  bill,  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  as  fol- 
lows: 

A  bill  to  prevent  the  extension  of  skvery  in 
the  Territories  of  the  United  States  of  America 
north  of  360  30'  north  latitude. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  I  object  to  the 
introduction  of  that  bill. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  Has  previous  notice  been 
given  of  the  introduction  of  the  bill?  If  it  has 
not  the  gentleman  has  no  right  to  introduce  it. 

Mr.  MACE.  If  the  gentleman  will  examine 
the  Journal  he  will  find  out. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  understands  that 
previous  notice  has  been  given. 

Mr.  MACE.  1  move  to  refer  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Territories;  and  demand  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  SMITH.  That  question  will  of  course 
give  rise  to  debate  in  every  shape  and  form.  I 
suppose,  therefore,  the  bill  does  not  properly 
come  within  the  order  of  the  House,  under  which 
we  are  acting. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  the  mo- 
tion is  in  order. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Well,  sir,  I  ask  for  information. 
I  understand  that  our  proceedings  here,  under  the 
order  of  the  House,  are  upon  subjects  that  give 
rise  to  no  debate,  and  nothing  else  is  in  onler. 
That  is  in  conformity  with  the  rule  that  the 
House  ae:reed  upon  when  we  determined  to  go 
into  this  business.  I  rose  under  that  impression, 
and,  of  course,  I  am  to  be  corrected  if  I  am  in 
error,  for  tlie  purpose  of  stating  that  this  subject 
will  give  rise  to  aebate,  and  therefore  cannot  be 
entertained. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  state  the 
question.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana* intro- 
duced tlie  bill,  and  moved  its  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Territories,  and  moved  the  pre- 
vious question.  The  Chair  thinks  it  is  within 
the  rule  adopted  by  the  House. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  If  the  bUl  is  to  be  enter- 
tained at  all,  it  should  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  SPEAKER.    Debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mv.  SMITH.  Will  the  Chair  be  good  enough 
to  state  to  the  House  what  is  the  rule  or  agree- 
ment under  which  we  are  proceeding? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  state  it.  The 
order  adopted  was  to  allow  the  introduction  and 
reference  of  such  bills  as  should  give  rise  to  no 
debate.  The  rule  is  similar  to  one  of  the  stand- 
ing rules  of  the  House,  permitting  the  introduc- 
tion of  bills  and  resolutions.  Under  that  rule 
the  practice  has  uniformly  been,  to  allow  a 
member  to  move  the  previous  question  upon  his 
bill  or  resolution,  thus  cutting  otif  debate. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  I  desire  to  finish 
my  i-cmarks.  I  understond  from  the  Chair,  and 
I  clo  not  desire  anything  that  is  not  entirely  correct 
and  proper,  that  the  agreement  under  which  we 
are  now  proceeding  was,  that  only  motions  for 
reference  be  entertained  of  bills  which  shall  give 
rise  to  no  debate;  of  course  that  is  an  order  of  the 
House.  There  is  nothing  in  the  rules  of  the  House 
to  prevent  the  previous  question  being  called  on 
the  most  controversial  bills.  As  the  Speaker  has 
decided,  that  it  is  in  order,  in  opposition  to  the 
agreement,  that  no  bill  of  a  controversial  charac- 
ter should  be  introduced  or  entertained,  I  most, 
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uiost  respoctfiilly,  take  an  appeal  from  inde- 
cision. 

Mr.  BRANCH.   And  on  that  appeal  I  call  for 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

^f  r.  HOUSTON.  If  the  Chair  will  bestow  oa 
the  subject  a  moment's  examination,  he  will  find, 
I  think,  some  discrepancy  between  the  role  of  ike 
House  in  relerence  to  resolutions  and  the  ^tt 
which  was  made  this  morning.  The  Chair  nua 
be  aware  of  all  the  circumstances  whidi  lurround 
this  case.  The  object  of  the  House  wm,  that  all 
of  the  ordinary  business  now  in  ttie  haodi  of 
members,  and  waiting  presentation,  should  be 
received  and  referred  to  appropriate  eommium. 
That,  I  am  sure,  was  the  purpose  sought  to  be 
accomplished  by  the  order;  and  if  the  rule  is  u 
suggested,  why,  then,  the  necessity  for  the  making 
of  such  an  order  that  bills  which  give  rise  to  de- 
bate shall  not  be  received  ?  Under  the  decision  of 
the  Chair,  if  made  the  judgment  of  the  Hooac, 
no  bill  can  be  excluded.  Although  the  ord«rvaa 
intended  to  accomplish  some  object,  to  aeoire 
expedition  in  the  progress  of  the  general  buidoeai 
of  the  body,  and  allow  meml^rs  to  brin?  in 
business  not  of  a  litigated  or  controversial  mt- 
acter,  yet,  by  the  constructioB  proposed  to  be 
given  to  it  by  the  Chair,  that  object,  toatpurpoae, 
will  be  entirely  defeated.  I  thmk  that  the  order 
is  very  different  from  the  rule  in  reference  to 
resolutions. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  The  rule  ii  not 
that  gentlemen  may  ^ive  notice  of  their  inteotion 
to  introduce  a  bill ;  it  is,  that  they  ma]jr  ^rt  eotiee 
of  an  intention  to  ask  Wave  for  the  introduction 
of  any  proposition.  And  when  the  membcrdoei 
ask  that  leave,  it  is  competent  for  the  House  to 
grant  or  refuse  it;  and  when  the  House,  by  iis 
order  of  this  morning,  agreed  that  there  should 
be  a  call  on  States  for  the  introductioD  of  bills,  it 
did  not  waive  the  right  of  any  member  to  object 
to  the  introduction  of  any  bill  for  which  lean, 
in  compliance  with  previous  notice,  was  asked. 
The  gentleman  from  Indiana  gave  notice,  I  in- 
sume,  that  he  would  introduce  a  bill;  and  to^if, 
when  Indiana  is  called  under  the  order,  he  lises 
in  his  place,  and  asks  leave  for  the  introduction. 
It  is  read  the  first  time  by  its  tille,  for  infortnatioo. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  then  rose,  and  ob- 
jected to  the  introduction.  No  motion  to  refer, 
at  Uiat  stage  of  the  bill,  could  be  in  order.  Tin 
one  hundred  and  sixteenth  rule  prescribes, that 
the  title  of  a  bill  shaU  be  read  the  first  time  lor 
information;  and  that,  if  opposition  be  made  to 
it,  the  question  shall  be:  **  Snail  this  bill  be  re- 
jected ?  *  *  If  there  be  no  opposition,  or  the  quesiioa 
to  reject  is  negatived,  the  bill  then  rocs  to  iti 
second  reading;  but  1  hold  that  the  objectioBof 
any  one  member,  as  this  is  not  a  day  oo  which 
we  can  suspend  the  rules,  wouM  prevent  the  intio* 
duction  of  any  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  decision  of  the  Char 
follows  what  is  understood  to  have  been  the  osaje 
of  the  House  on  this  question.  The  order  of  ue 
House  applies  the  same  principles  to  bills  iniro* 
duced  by  general  consent  under  the  order,  as  are 
applied  by  the  rule  concerning  the  introdocow 
of  resolutions ;  and  under  that  the  Chair  isinfomw 
that  the  uniform  usage  has  been  to  allow  a  mem- 
ber who  introduces  a  resolution  under  the  nsi 
to  call  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  JONKS.    Read  the  116th  rule.        ^, 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Qerk  will  read  the  SW 
rule  first;* then  the  116th  rule. 

The  Clerk  read  the  26th  rule,  as  follows: 

"  26th.  All  the  States  and  Territories  shaO  ^^fj^ 
resolutkmB  on  each  alternate  Mondajr  dorinf^^  **i3 
of  Congross ;  and,  If  necessary  to  secure  this  «^  *^ 
days,  all  retiolutions  which  shall  five  rise  to  dcWe  ""J 
lie  over  for  discussion,  under  the  rules  of  the  ^<^^^^ 
ef tablished ;  and  the  whole  of  said  days »b«"5L*JJ!r2, 
atPd  to  resolutions,  until  all  the  States  andTeiniona*" 
called  through.'' 

Mr.  JONES.  That  applies  to  resoluUODi.  Let 
the  Clerk  read  the  116th  rule. 
The  Clerk  read  the  116th  rule,  as  follows: 

"116th.   The  arst  reading  of  a  bUI  shall  be^^ 
atlon  ;  and,  if  opposition  be  made  to  it,  the  qpwy  ^^ 
be:  « Shall  this  bill  be  rejected?'  ^fnooppo^^j^^ 
or  if  the  question  to  reject  be  negatived*  the  "11  **•  r 
its  second  reading  without  a  question." 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bUl  has  had  iu  ieco»i 
reading,  and  without  objection.  i. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  do  not  understand  that  v» 
bill  has  been  read  a  second  time.  -.  • 

The  SPEAKER.   The  Clerk  infonw^hiCHair 
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that  the  bill  han  been  read  a  second  time,  and 
that  the  question  now  is  on  its  reference. 

Mr.  JONES.  As  soon  as  the  title  of  the  bill 
was  read,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Smith]  rose  in  his  place  and  objected. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  most  certainly  objected  to  the 
bill  OS  soon  as  the  title  was  read. 

Mr.  JONES.  The  116th  rule  prescribes  that, 
if  there  be  objection,  the  first  question  put  shall 
be  on  the  rejection  of  the  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  did  not  under- 
stand that  objection  was  made.  The  call  is  made 
for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  CRAWF6RD.    The  half  hour  has  ex- 

Eired,  and  I  now  call  for  the  regular  order  of 
usiness. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  half  hour  has  not  yet 
expired. 

Mr.  CRAWFORD.  When»  then,  does  it  ex- 
pire? 

The  SPEAKER.  At  twenty  minutes  to  one 
o'clock. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  appeal  from  the  decision  of 
the  Chair. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  state  the 
question.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana  proposes 
that  the  bill  introduced  by  him  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Territories;  and  on  that  motion 
calls  for  the  previous  question.  The  gentleman 
from  Virginia  raises  the  question  of  order,  whether 
the  call  for  the  previous  question  is  in  order.  The 
Chair  decides  under  the  usage  of  the  House  that 
it  is.  From  that  decision  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  takes  an  appeal.  The  question  now  is, 
* '  Shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair  stand  as  the  judg- 
ment of  the  House.^*' 

Mr.CRAIGE.  That  is  not  the  question.  The 
Chair  does  not  state  the  ground  of  the  appeal. 
The  aopeal,  if  I  prooerly  understand  it,  and  I 
think  1  do,  is  this:  there  was  this  momine  an 
agreement  and  an  order  of  the  House,  that  oills 
ini^ht  be  introduced  by  general  consent,  but  only 
bills  to  which  there  snould  be  no  objection — not 
bills  of  a  controversial  character.  To  this  bill 
there  was  objection,  and  the  Chair  decides  that  it 
is  in  order.  We  hold  under  the  order  that  it.  is 
not  in  order;  and  on  this  eround  it  is  that  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  takes  his  appeal. 

The  SPEAKER.  Debate  is  not  in  order.  The 
gentleman  from  Indiana  moves  that  the  bill  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Territories.  The 
Chair  entertains  the  motion.  The  gentleman  from 
Virginia  objects  to  the  motion  on  Uie  ground  that 
he  wishes  to  debate  the  proposition. 

Mr.  CRAIGE.    No,  sir. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  genUeman  from  Vir- 
ginia will  state  his  question  of  order. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  will  do  so;  and  I  wish  the 
House  to  distinctly  understand  it,  because  it  will 
have  to  pass  on  it.  When  a  proposition  was  made 
to  get  business  before  committees,  it  was  aereed, 
by  general  consent,  that  the  States  should  be 
called,  and  that  all  bills  to  which  there  was  no 
objection,  and  gave  rise  to  no  debate,  should  be 
entertained.  The  object  was  to  get  the  ordinary 
current  business  of  the  House  before  the  commit- 
tees, that  the  committees  might  get  to  work. 
When  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  made  his  mo- 
tion to  commit  the  bill,  or  when  he  offered  the 
bill,  the  very  moment  I  could  eet  the  ear  of  the 
Speaker  I  made  objtction,  and  distinctly  stated 
tnat  I  wished  to  discuss  the  matter 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  understands  that 
objection  was  made  when  the  bill  had  been  read  a 
second  time, and  the  question  was  on  its  reference. 

Mr.  SMITH.  To  push  tliis  bill  through  in 
this  way  is  not  in  conformity  with  the  under- 
standing of  the  House  in  the  adoption  of  the  order 
this  morning,  that  only  tlie  current  business,  busi- 
ness to  which  there  was  no  objection,  and  which 
would  lead  to  no  controversy,  should  be  enter- 
tained. It  is  a  cross  and  palpable  violation  of 
the  faith  under  which  the  order  was  made.  This 
bill  is  objected  to,  and  members  do  desire  its  dis- 
cussion; it  is  not  to  be  entertained  under  the 
order,  and  it  is  therefore  that  I  take  an  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  the  Speaker. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  objecU,  on 
the  ground  that  be  wishes  to  debate  the  bill.  The 

3uestion  is  on  the  motion  to  refer.  The  Chair 
ccides  that  it  is  in  order.  The  gentleman  from 
Virginia  takes  an  appeal.  The  Question  is,  *  *  Shall 
the  decision  of  the  Chair  stand  as  the  judgment 
of  the  House?" 


Mr.  CRAWFORD.  I  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  that  question. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Alabama.  I  desire  to  make  a 
suggestion  on  the  point  of  order. 

The  SPEAKER.    Debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  SEWARD.    I  rise  toa  privileged  question. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  I  yield  the  flopr  to  the 
gentleman  from  Geoi^eia. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  My  objection,  it  will  be  now 
seen,  was  well  founded;  and,  as  the  half  hour  is 
now  expired,  I  move  that  the  House  proceed  to 
the  regular  order  of  business. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.    I  desire  to  say  to  the 

fentleman,  that  he  will  recoHect  that  some  time 
ad  elapsed,  afler  the  order  was  adopted,  before 
the  House  proceeded  to  execute  the  order. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  But  the  half  hour  has  expired , 
and  I  insist  on  the  enforcement  of  the  rule. . 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  I  do  not  understand 
that  it  has  yet  expired. 

The  SPEAKER.    The  time  has  expired. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  I  rose  for  the  purpose 
of  stating,  if  I  am  in  order,  what  I  understand  to 
have  been  the  order  of  the  House  this  morning. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  is  not  in 
order,  as  the  time  under  the  order  has  expired. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  Will  the  Chair  announce  the 
regular  order  of  business  ^ 

KANSAS  ELECTION. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  first  business  in  order 
is  the  resolution  reported  from  the  Committee  of 
Elections  yesterday,  and  tlie  question  is  upon 
agreeing  to  the  resolution,  upon  which  the  House 
has  ordered  the  main  question. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  I  moved  yesterday  to 
laythe  resolution  \ipon  the  tabic. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  made  the 
motion,  but  it  was  not  stated  by  the  Chair.  The 
resolution  will  be  read. 

The  Clerk  read  the  resolution,  as  follows: 

Hetolved,  That  io  the  KanMs  contested-election  case  the 
Committee  of  Elections  be,  and  are  hereby,  empowered  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  1  move  to  lay  the  reso- 
lution upon  the  table;  and  upon  that  motion  I 
demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Do  I  understand  the  Chair 
to  decide  that  the  previous  question  is  operating 
now  ?  Was  not  tne  previous  question  exhausted 
upon  the  motion  to  recommit  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  was  not  exhausted.  The 
previous  question,  under  the  rules,  bears  upon 
the  main  question. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  respectfully  suggest  to 
the  gentleman  to  withdraw  the  previous  question, 
to  allow  us  to  amend  the  resolution,  so  as  to  make 
it  acceptable  to  both  sides  of  the  House.  I  flat- 
ter myself  it  can  be  done. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  main  question  has  been 
ordered,  and  cannot  be  withdrawn  except  by 
tmanimous  consent. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative— yeas  6T,  nays  70;  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Aiken.  Allen,  Barksdale,  Bell,  Hendlcy 
8.  Dennett,  Boyce,  Branco,  Cod walader,  John  P.  Campbell, 
Camtbers,  Caakie,  CUngman, Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Cox, 
Uraige,  Crawford,  Cullen,  Davidmn,  Elliott,  English,  Eth- 
eridge,  Evann,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Foster,  Thonuu  J.  D. 
Fuller,  Greenwood,  Augustus  Hall,  J.  Morrison  Harris, 
Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomas  L.  Harris,  Houston,  Jewett, 
George  W.  Jones,  Keitt,  Kelly,  Kidwell,  Letcher,  Lindiey, 
Lumpkin,  Alexander  K.  Manhall,  Samuel  8.  Marshall, 
McMullin,  Smith  Miller,  Millson,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr, 
Phelps,  Purvcar,  Quitman,  Reade,  Rivers,  Ruflin,  Savage, 
Seward,  Snorter.  William  Smith.  Stephens,  Stewart. 
Swopc,  Taylor,  Vail,  Walker,  Watkins,  Winslow,  Daniel 
B.  Wright,  and  John  V.  Wririit— 67. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Albright,  Borfoonr,  Henry  Bennetts  Ben- 
son, Billinglmrst,  Bingham,  Bliss,  Brcnton,  Broom,  Burlin- 
game,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Clawnon,  Colftix,  Comins,  Cum- 
back.  Dean,  Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd,  Dunn,  Flagler,  Granger, 
Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harrison,  Haven.  Hickman.  Hoi* 
loway,  Thomas  R.  Horton.  Howard,  Hughston,  Kelsey, 
Knapp,  Knight,  Kno^  Letter,  Mace,  Meacham,  KiUian 
Miller,  Morrill,  Mott,  Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver, 
Parker.  Pearce,  Pennington,  nke,  Punrlance,  Ritchie,  RoIh 
bins,  Robison,  Sabiu,  8app,  Scott,  Sherman,  Simmons, 
Spinner.  Stanton,  Strananan,  Thurston,  Trafion,  Tyson, 
Wade,  Wakeman,  Walbridge,  Waldron,  Ellihu  B.  Wash- 
bume,  Israel  Wauibum,  and  Woodraff— 70. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  resolution  upon 
the  table. 

Pending  the  call  of  the  roll, 
Mr.  KEITT  stated*  that  Mr.  Brooki  was  ill, 
and  confined  to  his  room.  i 


Mr.  DENVER  stated  that  he  had  paired  off 
with  Mr.  Day. 

Mr.  LAKE  stated  that  he  had  paired  off  with 
Mr.  Morgan  on  this  and  iill  kindred  questions 
which  may  arise  between  this  time  and  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  PURYEAR  stated  that  Mr.  Paine  had 
been  absent  from  the  House  for  three  or  four 
days  in  conseouence  of  indisposition,  and  was 
unable  to  attena  the  sessions  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SANDI£>6E  said  he  would  have  voted  to 
la3r  the  resolution  upon  the  table,  but  iie  had 
paired  off  witli  Mr.  U-allowat. 

Mr.  A.  K.  MARSHALL  stated  that  Mr.  Valk 
had  requested  him  to  say  that  he  was  suddenly 
called  home  this  morning*. 

Mr.  DOWDELL  said  that  if  he  had  been 
within  the  bar  when  his  name  was  called,  he 
should  have  voted  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Tennessee,  stated  that  his 
colleague  [Mr.  Smith]  had  paired  off  with  Mr. 

GiDDINGB. 

The  result  was  then  annotmced  as  above  re- 
corded. 

The  question  recurred  upon  agreeing  to  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  DOWDELL  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  RUST.  Is  it  in  order  to  move  to  amend 
the  resolution  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not  at  this  time,  as  the 
House  has  ordered  the  main  question  to  be  now 
put. 

Mr.  KEITT.  Is  it  in  order  to  move  to  recom- 
mit the  resolution  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is  not. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  dtcided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  71,  nays  69;  as  follows: 

YEAS— MessTi.  Albright,  Barbour.  Henry  Bennett,  Ben- 
son, Billinghurst,  Biniham,  Bltss,  Brenton,  Broom,  Bur- 
lingome,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Ciawson,  Colfbx,  Comins, 
Cumback,  Dean,  Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd,  Dunn,  English, 
Flaeler,  Granger,  Grow.  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harrison,  Haven, 
Hickman,  Holloway,  Thomas  R.  Norton,  Howard,  Hujh- 
Bton^clMy.  Knapp,  Kniriit,  Knox,  Leiter,  Mace,  Meach- 
am, KilUan  Miller,  Morrill,  Mott,  Nichols,  Norton,  Parker, 
Pearce,  Pennington,  Perry,  Pike,  Purviancc,  Ritchie,  Rob- 
bins,  Robison,  Sabin,  Sapp,  Scott,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Spin* 
ner,  Stanton,  Stranahan,  Thurston,  Trafion,  Tyson,  Waide, 
Wakeman,  walbridge,  Waldron,  Ellthu  B.  Washbume, 
Israel  Washburn,  and  Woodruff— 71. 

NAYS— Messn.  Aiken,  AUen.  Barksdale.  Bell,  Hendley 
S.  Bennett,  Boyce,  Branch,  Cadwalader,  John  P.  Camp- 
bell, CaruUiers,  Caskie,  Clingman,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb, 
Cox,  Craige,  Crawford,  Cullen,  Davidson,  Dowdell,  Elliott, 
Etheridge,  Evans,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Foster,  Thomas  J. 
D.  Fuller,  Greenwood,  Augustus  Hall,  J.  Morrison  Harris, 
Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomas  L.  Harris,  Houston,  Jewett, 
George  W.  Jones,  Keitt,  Kelly,  Kennett,  Kidwell,  Letcher, 
Lindiey,  Lumplrin,  Alexander  K.  Marshall,  Samuel  S. 
Marsliall,  McMulUn,  Smith  MUler,  MUlson,  Mordecai  Oli- 
ver,  Orr,  Phelps,  Pur]rear,  Qaitman,  Reade,  Rivere,  Ruffln, 
Rust,  8a 
Stewart, 
Daniel 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Pendinerthe  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  PiKE  stated  that  Mr.  Cragin  had  paired 
off  with  Mr.  Underwood  from  February  18  to 
February  25,  and  with  Mr.  McMullin  from 
February  26  to  March  3.  Also,  that  Mr.  Tappan 
had  paired  off  with  Mr.  Bowie. 

Mfr.  PORTER  stated  that  he  should  have  voted 
in  the  negative  had  he  been  within  the  bar  when 
his  name  was  called. 

Mr.  ENGLISH  (who  had  voted  no,  when  his 
name  was  called)  said:  For  the  purpose  of  ena* 
bling  me  to  move  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote,  I 
change  my  vote  to  ay. 

The  result  was  then  announced  as  above  re- 
corded. 

Mr.  ENGLISH.  I  rise  to  a  privileged  ques- 
tion. I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which 
the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  HICKMAN.  I  move  to  lay  that  motion 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  JINGLISH.  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania has  not  the  floor  to  make  that  motion. 
I  am  upon  the  floor,  and  I  demand  the  previoiis 
question  on  my  motion. 

Mr.  HICKMAN.  Does  the  Speaker  enter- 
tain my  motion  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  is  not  in  order 
at  this  time. 

The  previous  question  was  then  seconded,  and 
the  main  question  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  HICKMAN.  I  now  move  to  lay  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  upon  the  table. 
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Mr.  B  ARKSDALB.  Upon  that  I  demand  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative — ^yeas  67,  nays  73;  as  follows: 

YEAH— Mewre.  AJbri^it,  Barbour,  Henry  Bennett,  Ben- 
ton. BiUinfchurst,  Blngbain,  Blt0iu  Brenion,  Broom,  hevria 
D.  Caaipbell,  Ciawraon,  Colfax,  Coinln«,  Cumback,  Deao, 
Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd,  Flagler.  Granjjer,  Grow,  Robert 
B.  Hall,  liarruion,  Haven,  JLlickman,  uolloway,  Tlioinaa 
It  Horton,  Howard,  Huj^hKton,  Kelncy,  Knapp,  Knii<ht, 
Knox,  Leiter,  Macse.  Mcacbaoi,  Killinn  Miller,  Morrill, 
Nichols,  Norton,  Parker.  Pearcc.  Penninffton,  Perry,  Pike, 
Purviance,  lUtcbie,  Robbinfl,  Rooison,  Sabin,  Sapp,  Scott, 
t^liemian,  Sinunons,  Spinner,  Stanton ,  Stranulian,  TTiurs- 
toii,  Trahon,  1\«on.  Wade,  Waketnan.  Walbridge.  VVal- 
dran,  £iliim  B.  Waiuiburne,  Israel  Washburn,  and  Wood- 
ruff—67. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barksdale.  Bell,  Uendley 
P.  Bennett,  Boyce,  Branch,  Cadwalader^  John  P.  Camp- 
bell, Caruthers^  Cnpkie,  Ciingman,  WiHiaroson  R.  W. 
Cobb,  Cox,  Crnige,  Crawford,  Cullen,  Davidson,  Dowdell, 
Duim,  Elliott,  English,  Evan«,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Foster, 
Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Greenwood,  Auflrustus  Hall,  J.  Mor- 
rison Harris,  Sauipsoo  W.  Harris,  Thomas  L.  Harris, 
Hou-ilon,  Jcwett,  George  W.  Jones,  Keilt,  Kelly,  Kennett, 
Kidvvtll,  Letcher,  Lindloy,  Lumpkin,  Alexander  K.  Mar- 
fikall,  Humphrey  MarshaU,  Samuel  S.  Mamball,  McMuUin, 
fc»initli  Miller,  Million,  Mordecui  Oliver,  Orr,  Phelps.  Porter, 
Puryear,  Uuitman,  Ileade,  Ricliardson,  Rivers,  Ruran,Rust, 
Savnpe,  Seward,  Shorter^  William  Smith,  Stephens,  Slew- 
art,  Swopc.  Taylor,  Vail,  Walker,  Watkins,  Winslow, 
Dauiel  B.  VVngbt,  and  John  V.  Wriglit-73. 

So  the  Hotise  refused  to  lay  the  motion  to  re- 
consider on  the  table. 

Mr.  DUNN.  I  ask  to  have  read  a  resolution, 
which  I  would  offer  as  an  amendment. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  resolution  was 

read  for  information,  as  follows: 

Re$olvedf  That  Joseph  H.  Bradley,  Esq.,  of  the  city  of 
Washington,  be,  and  he  ia  hereby,  appointed  a  commis- 
sioner, lor  and  on  behalf  of  this  House,  to  take  depositions 
and  obiaip  proofs,  by  taking  copies  of  all  such  documents 
as  may  be  desired  by  either  party,  or  tl>eir  agente  or  attor- 
neys, in  regard  to  the  contested  seat  of  Hon.  Mr.  Whitfield, 
a  Delegate  from  Kansas,  under  the  petition  of  Hon.  Mr. 
Reeder.  That  said  Bradley  be,  and  nc  ia  hereby^  clothed 
with  full  power  to  adopt  all  needful  means  to  elicit  clear 
and  full  proof  upon  all  points  which  the  parties  respectively 
may  submit  to  him  as  Ibcts  they,  or  either  of  them,  desire 
to  establish  or  controvert.  That  nc  shall  give  to  tlie  parties, 
respectively^  written  and  reasonable  notice  of  the  time  ana 
place  at  which  he  will  be  ready  to  proceed  in  taking  such 
depositions^  and  may  adjourn  the  same  to  other  times  and 
places,  as,  m  bis  judgment  and  discretion,  will  tend  to  the 
full  and  perfect  eliciting  of  the  truth,  touching  all  such 
controverted  matters ;  and  that,  when  he  shall  have  com- 
pleted his  labors,  he  report  the  same  to  this  House. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  to  reconsider 
the  vote  by  which  the  resolution  was  adopted, 

Mr.  WALKER  called  for  the  yeas  ana  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  75,  nays  67;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barksdale.  Bell,  Hendley 
S.  Bennett,  Boyce,  Branch,  Cadwalader,  John  P.  Camp- 
bell, Camthem,  Caskie,Clingman,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb, 
Cox,  CraigQ,  Crawford,  Cullen.  Davidson,  Dowdell,  Dunn, 
Elliott,  English,  Etheridge,  Evans,  Faulkner,  Florence, 
Foster,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Greenwood,  AugUKtus  Hall, 
J.  Morrison  Harris,  Sampson  W.  Harris, Thomas  L.  Harris, 
Haven,  Houston.  Jewett,  George  W.  Jones,  Keitt,  Kelly, 
Kennett,  Kidwell,  Letcher,  Lindley,  Lumpkin,  Alexander 
K.Marnhall,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Samuel  S.  Marshall,  Mc- 
Mullin,  Smith  Miller,  Millson,  Mordecai  01iver,0rr,  Phelps, 
Porter,  Puryeur,  Quitman,  Rcade,  Richardson,  Rivers, 
Rufiin,  Rust,  Savage,  Seward,  Shorter.  William  Smith, 
Stephens,  Stewart,  Swope,  Taylor.  Vail.  Walker,  Watkina, 
Window,  Daniel  B.  Wnght,  and  John  V.  Wright— 75. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Albriglit,  Barbour,  Henry  Bennett,  Ben- 
son, Billinghurst,  Bingham,  Bliss,  Brenion,  Broom,  Bur- 
liii^me,  Lewis  D.  CanipbcU,  Clawson,  Colfkx,  Comins, 
Cumback,  Dean,  Dick;  Dickson,  Dodd,  Flagler,  Granger, 
Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Harrison,  Hickman,  Uolloway, 
Thomas  R.  Horton,  Howard,  Kclscy,  Knnpp,  Knight,  Knox, 
Leiter,  Mace,  Mencham,  Killian  Miller,  Morrill,  Mott, 
Nichols,  Norton,  Parker,  Pearre,  Pennington,  Perry,  Pike, 
Purviance,  Ritchie,  Robbinst,  Robison,  Sabin,  Sapp,  Scott, 
Sherman.  Simmons,  Spinner,  Stanton,  Stranalian,  Thurs- 
ton, Tnifion,  Tyson,  Wade,  Wakeman,  Walbridce,  Wal- 
dron,  Ellihu  B.  Washbume,  Israel  Washburn,  and  Wood- 
ruff—67. 

So  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  move  to  recommit  the  resolution 
to  the  Committee  of  Elections,  with  the  instruc- 
tions sug^sted  yesterday  by  tlic  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  [Mr.  Stephens.] 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  would  inquire 
wht-'ther  the  previous  question  is  exhausted.' 

The  SPEAKER.  The  previous  question  is 
exhausted  on  the  motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  would  inquire, 
before  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  pro- 
cof'ds,  if  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  [Mr.  Dunn]  has  been  offered  as  a  sub- 
stitute.' 

The  SPEAKER.  The  resolution  was  not  in 
order  at  the  time  it  was  introduced. 


iJ 


Mr.  JONE^.  I  hope,  then,  that  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  wiJl  withdraw  the  motion 
to  recommit,  until  the  gentleman  iVom  Indiana 
moves  his  proposition  as  a  substitute.  Then  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  may  make  the 
motion  to  recommit  the  whole  matter. 

Mr.  ORR.  That  is  what  I  propose  to  do.  If 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana  desires  to  move  his 
resolution  as  an  amendment  to  the  original  prop- 
osition, I  will  yield  him  the  floor  for  that  pur- 
pose. " 

Mr.  DUNN.  I  move  my  resolution  as  a  sub- 
stitute. 

Mr.  JONEIS.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  will  yield  to  me  &r  a  moment,  until  I 
appeal  to  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  to  modify 
his  proposition. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
I  understand  that  the  gentleman  iVom  South  Cai^ 
oiina  is  maintaining  the  floor,  and  while  he  main- 
tains it  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  moves  his 
resolution  as  a  substitute.  I  object  to  that  course, 
and  submit  that  the  amendment  is  not  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  there  be  objection,  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  is  not 
in  order. 

M  r.  JONES.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Indiana 
to  modify  his  proposition,  so  as  to  associate  with 
the  name  of  Mr.  Bradley  that  of  Mr.  Sydney  S. 
Baxter,  of  this  city,  a  lawyer  of  high  attainments. 

The  SPEAKER.     It  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  JONEIS.  It  would  be  in  order  if  the  ffen- 
tlcman  from  Indiana  would  consent  to  so  modify 
his  resolution. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  before  the 
House  is  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  to  recommit  the  resolution,  with  instruc- 
tions. 

Mr.  JONES.  The  gentleman  from  South  Car- 
olina yielded  the  floor,  and  has  not  yet  renewed 
his  motion.  If  he  permits  me  to  have  this  modi- 
fication made,  I  will  renew  his  motion. 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  JONES.  Cannot  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  permit  the  gentleman  from  Indiana 
to  move  the  amendment.' 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Stanton]  objects  to  the  gentleman  yielding 
the  floor. 

Mr.  JONES.  Then  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  before  he  moves  to  recommit,  to 
move  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  In- 
diana, first  inserting  the  name  of  Sydney  S.  Baxter 
after  that  of  Mr.  Bradley;  and  then  let  him  move 
to  recommit. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  May  I  be  allowed  to  make 
a  suggestion .' 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  state  the 
question.  The  question  was  on  agreeing  to  the 
resolution  moved  by  the  Committee  of  Ejections. 
The  g^entleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Orr] 
is  assigned  the  floor,  and  moves  that  the  resolu- 
tion be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions with  instructions;  and  the  question  before 
the  House  at  this  moment  is  on  the  motion  to  re- 
commit; and  on  that  question  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  understand,  then,  that  the  Chair 
sustains  the  question  of  order  raised  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Stanton,]  that  it  is  not 
competent' for  me  to  yield  the  floor  temporarily 
to  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  to  move  his  reso- 
lution as  a  substitute  for  the  original  resolution? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  understands  that, 
if  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  yields  the 
floor  to  tlie  gentleman  fVom  Indiana,  the  gentle- 
man from  Indiana  will  be  entitled  to  the  floor 
after  he  has  proposed  his  amendment. 

Mr.  ORR.  Then  I  desire  to  propound  this 
question  to  the  Chair:  can  I  ofler  the  resolution 
of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  and  then  move  to 
recommit  with  instructions.' 

The  SPEAKER.    Undoubtedly. 

Mr.  ORR.  Well,  I  oflfer  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana,  adding  the  name  of 
Sydney  S.  Baxter  after  that  of  Mr.  Bradley. 
TTiat  1  offer  as  my  original  proposition;  and  then 
I  move  to  recommit  the  whole  subject  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections,  with  the  instructions  sug- 
gested yesterday  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  WUl  the  genUeman  allow 
me  to  make  a  suggestion.' 

Mr.  ORR.     Ci  rtainly.  "* 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    I  would  suggest  to  the 


gentleman  from  Sovth  Carolina  the  propritij  of 
adding  the  name  of  some  person  outside  of  tk 
•ity  of  Washington. 

Mr.  SEWARD,  (interrupting.)  I  waigtid  to 
hear  the  Chair  announce  just  now  that  the  floor 
cannot  be  transferred;  I  hope  the  Chair  will  inuA 
on  that  rule. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  genUeman  from  Sm\h 
Carolina  yields  the  floor  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  for  a  suggestion. 

M  r .  ORR.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
will  interpose  no  objection. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  hope  the  Chair  wiU  adhere 
to  the  rule  laid  down  by  it  just  now. 

Mr.  ORR.  If  the  gentleman  from  OhioriM  to 
an  explanation  or  suggestion,  I  suppose  it  is  com- 
petent for  him  to  proceed  with  it  with  my  con- 
sent. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  competent  for  the  go). 
tleman  fVom  Ohio  to  state  his  su^stion. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  want  to  have  the  qMon 
understood  as  we  go  along.  Will  the  Chair  state 
what  the  question  is  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  0)io 
asks  the  gentleman  fVom  South  Carolina  to  yield 
him  the  floor.  (To  Mr.  CAMrBKix.)  For  vhil 
purpose  ? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    I  withdraw  my  reqoert. 

Mr.  ORR.  Then  I  demand  the  prerioas  quei- 
tion. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  desire  to 
have  the  resolution ,  together  with  the  instnietioos 
of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Stephexi,] 
and  the  amendment,  or  substitute  of  the  geitle- 
man  from  Indiana,  read. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  rtate  the 
question  before  the  House.  The  qaestion  wai 
on  agreeing  to  the ,  resolution  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  Elections.  Pending  that  questioB 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carouna  mores  an 
amendment  in  the  nature  of  a  substitute,  vhidi 
will  be  read  from  the  Chair. 

[Mr.  Dunn's  resolution,  as  above,  was a^ain 
reported  with  the  addition  of  the  name  of  Sydney 
S.  Baxter,  and  the  alterations  in  phraseology  maw 
necessary  by  the  addition.] 

The  SPEAKER.  The  qucsUon  is  on  the  mo- 
tion to  recommit  the  whole  subject  with  itJ* 
structions,  and  on  that  motion  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  calls  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  ask  that  those  instruc- 
tions may  be  reported. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  is  to  recommit 
to  the  Committee  of  Elections,  with  inrtniciiow 
to  report  the  reasons  and  grounds  on  which  they 
ask  the  authority  of  the  House  to  send  for  per- 
sons and  papers.  The  question  is  on  secoodinf 
the  call  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  As  I  understand  it,  the 
original  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
Elections,  together  with  those  instructions  sa£ 
gested  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  are  to  be 
recommitted;  Sso,  the  resolution  proposed bjr the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  as  a  substitute.  Thesi 
toother  are  to  be  recommitted,  if  this  rote  pre 
vails. 

The  SPEAKER.    That  is  so. 

Mr.  ORR.  And  then  the  House  candetenmpe, 
when  the  committee  reports  again,  whatdire^a 
it  will  take;  whether  power  shall  be  confided  lo 
the  Committee  of  Electioift,  or  whether  it  Bm 
be  given  to  commissioners.  . 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  And,  as  I  understanM 
is  competent  for  the  committee  to  report  on  either 
branch,  either  way. 

Mr.  SEWARD.     I  object  to  this  debate. 

The  SPEAKER.    Debate  is  not  in  onier. 

The  previous  Question  was  seconded,  and  tne 
main  question  Ordered  to  be  put.  . 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  to  recommit. 

Mr.  DEAN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  motion  to  it- 
commit  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ORR  moved  to'  reconsider  the  vote  w 
which  the  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  also  roo«a 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the  laW'^' 
which  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

NEBRASKA  CONTESTED  ELBCTI05' 

Mr.  BENSON.  I  rise  to  a  privileged  owe- 
tion.    I  present  the  memorial  of  Hiram  P-  ^ 


Delegatt 


nett,  claiming  a  seat  in  this  House  as  a  Mf'^. 
from  the  Territory  of  Nebraska.    I  ask  that  tw 
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Mr.  RICHARDSON.    That  U  lufficient. 

The  previous  question  receiTed  a  second,  and 
the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put;  and 
beine  put,  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  MACE.  1  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  to  oflfer  this  resolution: 

Re$oiMdf  That  the  Committee  on  the  Pott  OiBce  and  Poet 
Boada  be  allowed  a  clerk,  with  tbe  usual  compensation. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    I  object. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
We  fall  into  confusion  whenever  we  attempt  to 
depart  from  the  re^ar  order  of  business.  I  de- 
sire to  know  what  is  the  next  business  in  order  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  election  of  a  Chaplain , 
under  the  order  of  the  House. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  I  call  for  the  reg^ar  order 
of  business. 

CHAPLAIN  TO  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  When  the  House, 
some  days  ago,  determined  to  proceed  to  the  elec- 
tion of  a  Chaplain,  I  put  in  nomination  the  name 
of  EUder  Robert  C.  Leichman,  of  Prince  William 
county,  Virginia.  The  nomination  was  made 
without  his  knowledge,  and  of  course  without 
his  consent.  He  is  one  of  those  who  believe  that 
preference  should  be  given  to  no  denomination  of 
Christians-—— 

Mr.  STANTON.  Is  this  debate  in  order?  If 
a  speech  be  made  in  favor  of  one  candidate,  it  can 
be  made  in  favor  or  against  any  other. 

Mr.  JONE^.  I  am  going  to  withdraw  the  nom- 
ination. 

Mr.  STANTON.    Then  I  make  no  objection. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  merely  wish  to  say,  in  justice 
to  the  gentleman  to  whom  I  have  referred,  that  I 
put  his  name  in  nomination  without  his  khowl- 
edgc  or  consent.  He  is  a  member  of  that  branch 
of  the  Christian  Church  who  are  opposed  to  all 
connection  between  State  and  Church .  They  are 
opposed  to  the  employment  of  chaplains  by  this 
CSovernment;  and  he  would  not,  in  my  opinion, 
accept  of  the  office  even  if  he  were  unanimously 
elected.  Therefore,  I  withdraw  his  name  from 
nomination. 

Mr.  FLAGLER.  I  desire  to  ask  if  it  would 
be  in  order  to  move  an  indefinite  postponement 
of  this  election? 

The  SPEAKER.    The  Chair  thinks  it  would. 

Mr.  FLAGLER.  1  make  the  motion  for  the 
reason  that  I  prefer  the  existing  arrangement,  by 
which  the  clergymen  of  this  city  and  George- 
town officiate  luternately  at  the  opening  of  our 
sessions.  Therefore,  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
rid  of  this  subject,  I  make  the  motion. 

Mr.  BENSON.  I  am  requested  by  my  col- 
league, [Mr.  Knowlton,]  who  is  now  absent,  to 
state  that  he  put  in  nomination  the  name  of  Rer. 
Mr.  Conway  without  that  gentleman's  knowl- 
edge or  consent,  and  desires  me  to  withdraw  it. 

Air.  JONES.  I  suppo.se,  sir,  that,  if  this  mo- 
tion to  postpone  indennitely  is  agreed  to,  then  the 
order  some  time  since  adopted,  on  the  motion  of 
the  ^ntleman  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Dowdbll,] 
will  DC  in  force  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  wUl. 

Mr.  JONES.  Then  it  will  be  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  ministers  of  the  Gospel  of  the  District  to  make 
an  arrangement  among  themselves  to  attend  here 
as  suits  their  convenience.  1  hope,  therefore,  that 
this  motion  will  be  adopted,  and  the  election  be 
indefinitely  postponed.  * 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  Upon  the  motion  to  post- 
pone I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  SANDIDGE.  Having  paired  ofiT  with  a 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  I  shall  not  be  at  liberty  to 
vote  upon  this  Question,  but  I  wish  to  say  one 
word  as  to  what  1  would  like  to  see  done  by  this 
House  in  reference  to  this  matter.  I  am  perfectly 
satisfied  with  the  present  arraneement,  and  would 
like  to  see  this  House  go  on  under  the  rule  already 
adopted.  At  the  opening  of  every  session  of 
Congress,  the  ministers,  not  only  of  this  city,  but 
of  the  surrounding  country,  come  here,  either  in 
person  or  through  their  agents,  and  log-roll  to 
obtain  the  position  of  Chaplain.  I  think  ifhigh 
time  that  this  system  should  be  abolished.  If  it 
is  an  office  to  be  conferred » I  think  it  should  be 
conferred  alike  upon  all  the  ministers  of  this  city , 
and  they  should  be  invited  to  appear  here  and 
officiate  all^natelyr  according  to  arraneement 
amone  themselves^  as  Chaplain  of  this  House, 
and  they  should  all  he  paid  what  is  now  paid  to 
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one.  1  hope  this  matter  will  be  postponed,  and 
that  we  shall  go  on  under  the  existing  arrange* 
ment. 

Mr.  DOWDELL.  Did  I  undt-rstand  the  Chair 
to  decide  that  the  resolutions  which  were  intro- 
duced by  me  and  adopted ,  in  relation  to  this  matter, 
Erevious  to  the  organization  of  the  House,  will 
e  the*standinff  order  if  this  motion  prevails? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  understands  that 
the  resolution  referred  to  is  a  subsisting  order, 
and  has  been  acted  upon  up  to  this  time. 

Mr.  DOWDELL.  I  shall  then  vote  for  the 
pending  motion  to  postpone  indefinitely. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  desire  information  before 
I  vote  upon  the  proposition  to  postpone.  I  desire 
to  be  informed  by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama, 
and  by  the  House,  what  would  be  the  practical 
eflfect  of  postponing  the  election  of  a  Chaplain  in- 
definitely. Under  the  present  order  of  the  House 
the  clergymen  of  this  city  have  been  invited  to 
entertain  us  with  their  prayers.  [Laughter.]  I 
desire  to  know  how  those  gentlemen  are  to  be 
pcud  ?  I  am  perfectly  willing  that  those  gentle- 
men should  favor  us  with  that  which  we  so  much 
need;  but  how  are  they  to  be  paid? 

Mr.  MILLSON.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
Is  all  this  debate  in  order? 

TheSPEAKER.  The  Chair  assigned  the  floor 
to  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana,  [Mr.  San- 
DiDGE,]  before  any  response  was  made  to  the  call 
of  the  roll .  The  motion  to  postpone  is  an  original 
question  before  the  House;  and  upon  it  the  main 
()uestion  has  not  been  ordered,  and  therefore  it  is 
in  order  to  debate  that  question. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  Is  discussion  of  the  ques- 
tion of  postponement  in  order  after  the  House 
has  decided  that  the  main  question  shall  be  put 
upon  the  originalproposition ? 

The  SPEAKER.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Chair, 
the  main  question  was  exhausted  when  the  ori- 
ginal resolution  was  adopted.  The  resolution 
ordering  an  election  has  been  adopted,  and  the 
motion  to  postpone  is  an  original  question. 
^Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  intend  to  vote  for  an 
Mcfinitc  postponement  of  this  question,  pro- 
vided the  clergy  of  this  city  who  shall  entertain 
us  shall  be  restricted  in  their  compensation  to 
what  would  be  allowed  to  a  Chaplain,  if  one  was 
elected ;  but,  sir,  if  those  gentlemen  are  to  come 
here  artd  call  upon  us  to  pay  each  one  of  them 
such  sum  as  they  may  cnoose  to  charge,  I  am 
opposed  to  a  postponement,  and  oppos^  to  the 
present  plan.  I  desire  to  know  of  the  gentleman 
froni  Alabama  what  was  his  expectation  in  pre- 
senting his  resolution  to  the  House?  I  desire 
tliat  the  House  shall  vote  understandingly  upon 
tlie  question. 

Mr.  DOWDELL.  There  is  nothing  suggested 
in  the  resolution  about  compensation.  As  ihr  as 
I  am  concerned,  I  left  that  out  intentionally,  in 
order  that  we  might  have  prayers  without  pay 
out  of  the  Federal  Treasury;  and  until  the  preach- 
ers ask  for  pay  I  suppose  that  question  will  not 
be  before  the  House. 

I  have  myself  conversed  with  some  of  the  min- 
isters in  this  city  on  the  subject,  and  I  understand 
that  they  did  not  look  for  or  expect  a  salary. 
Thev  were  willing  to  comply  with  the  request  of 
this  body,  and  open  its  sessions  withprayer  with- 
out pay,  ot  least  out  of  the  Federal  Treasury.  If 
contributions  were  offered  voluntarily  by  mem- 
bers, well  and  good.  They  doubtless  would  be 
thankfully  received;  wad  surely  *•  the  laborer  is 
worthy  of  his  hire."  By  adopting  this  motion, 
Mr.  Speaker,  and  thereby  continuing  in  operation 
the  resolutions  which  I  introduced  before  the  or- 
ganization of  the  House,  we  get  all  the  benefits 
claimed  for  the  chapkiincy^ontinue  in  spirit  the 
customs  of  our  fathers,  and  avoid  the  objections 
urged  against  the  system.  Under  these  resolu- 
tions no  money  will  be  taken  out  of  the  Treasury, 
and  not  the  slightest  discrimination  will  be  made 
between  the  different  denominations  of  Christians 
in  our  country.  In  rotation  a  representative  of 
each  branch  of  the  Christian  Church  will  be  called 
upon  and  invited  to  perform  this  duty,  and  1  am 

Eersuaded  they  will  cheerfully  comply.  Our  de- 
berations  will  thus  be  opened  with  prayer,  as 
they  should  be,And  I  imagine  there  will  be  found 
none  to  object.  Those  who  attend  should  be  en- 
titled to  the  privile^s  of  the  floor,  and  will  be. 
They  can  mingle  with  us,  and  I  apprehend  we 
shall  lose  nothing,  but  gain  much,  by  social  inter- 
course daily  with  humble,  pure,  and  holy- man. 


The  gentleman  from  Vireinia  [Mr.  McMvuis] 
will  therefore  understand  that,  so  far  as  I  intended, 
my  resolutions  will  take  nothiiw  out  of  the  Treai^ 
ury.  As  the  Chair  has  stated  that  they  viflbe 
the  subsisting  order  of  the  House,  if  the  pending 
motion  to  postpone  prevails,  I  consider  it  unoecet* 
sary  to  ouer  tnem  again,  as  I  had  coDtemplated 
doing  a  few  days  since. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  am  very  much  gratified 
to  have  the  response  which  we  have  just  receited 
from  the  gentleman  from  Alabama;  and  1  do  hope 
that  we  have  pieiv  enough,  and  practical  Chrisii- 
anity  enough,  left  in  the  city  of  Washington  to 
entertain  us  without  money  and  without  prire.  I 
shall  therefore  vote  with  great  pleasure  to  port- 
pone  the  resolution  indennitelj;  and  whenerer 
the  clergy  of  the  city  of  Washington  ihallbeon- 
willing  to  come  and  entertain  us  without  money 
and  without  price,  then  it  will  be  time  enough  for 
us  to  elect  a  Chaplain  and  pay  him.  I  wan  going 
to  call  for  the  previous  Question,  but  ai  I  seet 
gentleman  desiring  to  acldress  the  Hooae,  1  viU 
not  do  BO. 

Mr.  ETHERIDGE.  I  avail  myself,  lir,  of 
the  present  occasion  to  present  to  tae  conaiden* 
tion  of  the  House  a  memorial  oo  this  subieet, 
which  I  received  this  morning  from  R.  L.  Hen* 
drix,  and  one  hundred  and  forty-ei^t  other  citi- 
zens of  the  county  of  Henderson,  in  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  in  which  they  protest  against  the  elec- 
tion and  payment  of  a  Cnaplain  bv  this  House. 
I  only  received  it  this  morning,  ana  anul  myself 
of  the  first  opportunity  to  present  it  I  wifl  iv* 
mark  that  thepetitionera  are  too  far  remored  from 
the  store  of  Federal  bounty  to  expect  its  aid  or 
ask  its  favor.  They  belong  to  that  respectable 
dass  of_people— - 

Mr.  FLAGLER,  (interrupting.)  Is  this  me- 
morial in  order  at  this  time  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee does  not  propose  to  present  the  menonsl. 
He  is  merely  stating  the  substance  of  it,  and  in 
doing  so  is  in  order. 

Mr.  ETHERIDGE,  (resuming.)  Thev  we 
from  that  section  of  the  country  in  whicD  the 
people  are  so  respectable,  and  so  little  skilled  in 
political  machinery,  that  I  do  not  suppose  any  ooe 
of  them  has  ever  before  signed  a  memorial  to  be 

E resented  to  Congress  upon  any  subject.  Thej 
ave  embodied  their  objections  to  the  election  of 
a  Chaplain  in  a  strong  argument,  which  is  worthy 
the  attention  of  the  members  of  this  House, 

Several  Membebs.     Road  it. 

Mr.  ETHERIDGE.  The  argument  is  short, 
brief,  pertinent.  If  an v  reasons  can  be  urged  os 
this  subject  that  would  oe  perfectly  unanswerablf, 
I  think  this  memorial  contains  them.  The  hasty 
examination  1  have  given  the  memorial  **o"''^ 
my  judgment  that  their  objections  are  reasonable 
—I  will  not  say  unanswerable.  The  petitiooeit, 
in  part,  belong  to  that  influential  and  respectable 
^  class  of  Christians  with  which  my  fri«iMi  froB 
Tennessee  [Mr.  Jones!  is,  of  late,  inchncd  w 
consort.  [Laughter.]  i  do  not  know  them  to  be 
"Hard-Shell  Kiptists;"  but,  if  they  are,  Hiw 
assure  the  House  that  no  denomination  of  Cortf- 
tians  is  more  distinguished  forunprotendin*  piety 
and  Christian  meekness.  In  the  immediate  ««• 
tion  of  country  in  which  I  reside,  their  politics- 
like their  religion — is  subject  to  -no  innotatwe. 
Those  who  are  my  neighbors  are  of  the  Ikm^ 
cratic  fhith;  and  1  rarefy  ever  knew  one  who  *« 
not  both  able  and  willing  to  pay  his  deba. 
[Laughter.]  If  it  be  in  oiSer,  and  gep«»l  «»* 
sent  be  given,  I  will  ask  to  have  the  petition  resfl. 
[Cries  of  "  Read !  read ! '»]  . 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  laskthag^oe- 
man  to  send  it  to  the  Clerk,  and  hate  it  naa- 

There  being  no  objection,  the  petition  wu »c- 
cordingly  read,  as  follows: 

MEMORIAL. 
To  the  konqrabU  Setutte  and  Howeo/lUftesataU^'f^ 

UniUdState$: 

The  undersigned,  citizen*  of  the  State  of  ^»J«|*J 
deemini  iJie  employment  of  a  large  number  of  "••'"•T-k- 
DStkmaJ  cleigy  hy  UoogreM  and  tliroufti  its  >iUl>^"^^ 
ei  pease  ofOovenimeot.  a  MriouN  violation  "  ^yUKw 
conscience,  and  of  tbOM  principles  of  civil  •"•J^JT 
equality  and  Ar««dom.  souoht  to  be  pcolccled  byw^J^^ 
ions  of  our  national  Constitution,  re«peelftilly  caliy««^ 
tention  to  some  of  their  reaeon*  for  asking  "5i!*°Tu 
abolition  of  the  office  of  national  ehaplaui  ia  Cosfn^ 
tbe  Army,  and  Navy,  and  elsewhere.  ^  ^  .^miioq 

lit.  By  Abticle  10th,  of  Aii£npii«kt<i.  Jh<;S?Sw 
nroTidea  that «  TkepowwnotJ€lttft^to^}iZ^M 
hythe  C0n$litutUm,  nor  ^nkikUH  k^  iHo  Oi  SMCi>> 
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The  resolution  was  referred,  under  the  rule,  to 
the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  SABIN.  I  ask,  if  there  be  no  objection, 
that  the  following  resolution  may  be  adopted: 

Resolved^  That  the  papers  in  the  case  of  the  adminiKtra- 
tor  of  Samuel  Holgi^te  l»e  referred  to  the  Court  of  Claims, 
tlic  8aiue  being  now  pending  in  said  court  for  adjudication. 

Mr.  DAVIDSON.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  (hereupon  (at 
half-past  three  o'clock)  the  House  adjourned 
until  to-morrow,  at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 


IN  SENATE. 
Thursday,  February  21,  1856. 
Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Henrt  C.  Dean. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

ADJOURNMENT  TO  MONDAY. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  WELLER,  it  was 

Orderedj  That  when  the  Senate  adyooms  to-day,  it  be  to 
meet  on  Monday  next. 

PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  HUNTER  presented  an  additional  paper 
in  relation  to  the  claun  of  Lucy  Tate  for  a  pension ; 
which,  with  her  petition  on  tne  files  of  the  Senate, 
was  referred  to  tne  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Thomas  Gregory  Smith, 
praying  that  some  honorary  testimonial  be  offered 
by  Congress  to  the  memory  of  Lieutenant  Mat- 
tliew  Smith,  who  fell  at  the  battle  of  Germantown, 
in  the  revolutionary  war;  which  was.  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  PEARCE  presented  additional  papers  in 
relation  to  the  memorial  of  Harriet  L.  B.  Ruth, 
for  compensation  due  to  her  son,  for  magnetic 
and  meteorological  observations  made  at  Girard 
College;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Library. 

The  PRESIDENTpro  ten^ore  presented  a  let- 
ter of  Jest  Manuel  Oallegos,  Delegate  in  Con- 
cress  from  tlie  Territory  of  New  Mexico,  asking 
uiat  provision  may  be  made  for  indemnil|yin^  the 
citizens  of  that  Territory  who  have  sufi^red  by 
Indian  depredations;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  MALLORY  presented  the  memorial  of 
Foxhall  A .  Parker,  a  captain  in  the  Navy,  praying 
for  the  reimbursement  of  certain  expenditures 
made  by  him  on  public  account,  wliile  in  command 
of  the  frigate  Brandy  wine  in  the  Chinese  seas; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

WITHDRAWAL  OP  PAPERS. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  have  been  requested  to 
ask  leave  to  withdraw  some  napers  in  reference 
to  the  case  of  Mrs.  Nancy  Weathersford,  widow 
of  William  Weathersford.  A  portion  of  the  pa- 
pers relating  to  her  case  are  in  the  Senate,  and  a 
portion  in  the  House.  A  bill  has  been  intro- 
duced into  the  House  in  reference  to  the  matter, 
and  it  is  desirable  that  the  papers  should  be  to- 
gether. I  ask  leave,  therefore,  to  withdraw  the 
papers  in  the  case  of  Nancy  Weathersford ,  for  the 
purpose  of  having  them  used  in  reference  to  the 
same  matter  in  the  House. 

There  being  no  objection,  leave  was  granted. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTER,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Ann  Robinson;  the  petition 
of  the  heirs  of  Edward  Rudd ;  the  petition  of  Mary  Martin, 
widow  of  Robert  Lindsay;  the  petition  of  Henry  A.  Wise, 
and  the  petition  of  the  legal  representative;^  of  William 
Bean,  all  praying  for  compensation  out  of  the  fund  provided 
under  the  treaty  of  Ghent  for  slaves  captured  by  the  Britu^h 
during  the  war  of  1813,  be  withdrawn  from  the  files,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PEARCE,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  the  heirs  of  William 
Flannngan  and  William  Parsons,  praying  for  indemnity  for 
I«)sso9  suhtnined  in  building  the  frigate  Java  under  coutract 
Willi  the  Unite<l  States,  be  withdrawn  from  the  files  of  the 
Senate,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PEARCE,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  the  vestry  of  Washington 
parish,  asking  Congress  to  purcha-^e  an  additional  immber 
of  burial  Bites  in  the  Congressional  Buryiug-Ground,  be  with- 
drawn from  the  files  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  COLLAMER,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  AkcI  Spaldmg,  praying  for 
compensation  for  services  as  pension  agent,  be  wiUidrawn 
A-oin  Uie  files  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  PenaioiM. 


.   On  motion  by  Mr.  BIGKjtS,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  granted  to  withdraw  from  the  files 
of  the  Senate  the  papers  relating  to  the  sale  of  a  portion  of 
th«  land  adjoining  the  arsenal  at  Fayetteville,  North  Caro- 
lina, for  the  purpose  ot  being  used  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BRODHEAD,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  granted  to  withdraw  from  the  files 
of  the  Senate  the  papers  in  the  case  of  Gibson  fc  Co..  Gib- 
son fc  Bell,  and  John  Gibson  fc  Co.,  preying  for  a  remission 
of  duties. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PRATT,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  tlie  petition  of  the  heira  of  Robert  Bewail, 
praying  for  compensation  for  property  destroyed  during  the 
late  war  with  Great  Britain,  be  withdrawn  from  the  files 
of  the  Senate,  and  relerred  to  the  Conmiittee  on  Claims. 

NOTICE  OF  A  BILL. 

Mr.  TOUCEY  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  amend  an  **  Act  to 
increase  the  efficiency  of  the  Navy." 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  STUART.  There  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  the  petition  of  the 
heirs  of  Samuel  Miller,  praying  for  commutation 
patron  account  of  services  during  the  Revolution. 
This  subject  properly  belongs  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Revolutionary  Claims;  and  I  am  therefore 
instructed  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  to 
report  back  the  memorial,  and  ask  to  have  it  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

The  ihotion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims,  to  whom  were  referred  various 
petitions,  praying  for  the  benefit  of  the  resolu- 
tions of  tne  Continental  Congress  for  the  relief 
of  officers  of  the  revolutionary  army,  reported  a 
bill  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of 
officers  of  the  revolutionary  army,  and  of  the 
widows  and  orphan  children  of  those  who  died 
in  the  service;  which  was  read  the  first  time  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading.  He  also  submitted 
a  report  on  the  subject;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed.  ^ 

CHANGE  OF  NAME  OF  BRIG  VIGIE. 

Mr.  DODGE.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  to  report  a  bill  (S.  No.  108) 
authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
change  the  name  of  tlie  French-built  brig  Vigie 
to  Minnie.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of  uie 
Senate  to  consider  it  and  pass  it  now. 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It 
authorizes  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  change 
the  name  of  the  French-built  briff  v  igie,  now 
owned  by  John  Cummins,  of  Charleston,  South 
Carolina,  to  that  of  Minnie,  and  to  issue  a  register 
in  that  name,  provided  it  shall  be  proved  to  his 
satisfaction  that  the  repairs  put  upon  the  vessel 
in  the  United  States  are  equal  to  thxec  fourths  of 
her  cost  when  repaired. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading.  It  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

EMPLOYES  IN  THE  DEPARTMENTS. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  present  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Revived,  That  the  Secretaries  of  State,  Treasury,  In- 
terior. War,  and  Navy,  the  Postmaster  General  and  Attor- 
ney General,  be  required  to  report  to  the  Senate,  as  early 
as  practicable,  the  number  of  messengers  and  employ^ 
other  than  clerks  now  employed  in  the  several  ofl^ces  and 
bureaus  of  the  ExecutivK  Departments  at  Washington  city, 
and  tlie  amount  of  compensation  now  paid  to  each ;  also, 
the  number  of  such  employ^,  whether  denominated  mes- 
senxers,  packers,  laborers,  watchmen,  or  otlicrwisc.  and 
each  of  them  rcKpcctively,  that  are  required  to  be  employed 
in  said  offices  and  bureaus  for  the  proper  dispnteh  of  the 
public  business,  witli  the  annual  compensation  which 
siiould  be  paid  for  the  services  of  each  of  tlic  respective 
dasKCrt  of  said  employes,  with  a  view  to  legislation  providing 
uniform  compensation  therefor. 

I  will  state,  in  regard  to  this  resolution,  that 
its  object  is  to  meet  a  numl>er  of  petitions  that 
are  presented  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  from 
messengers  and  laborers,  complaining  that  their 
pay  is  unequal.  We  wish  to  ascertam  from  the 
heads  of  the  Departments  how  many  they  will 
want,  and  what  rate  of  compensation  they  think 
ought  to  be  paid.  I  hope  the  resolution  will  be 
now  adopted. 

The  resolution  was  considered  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  agreed  to. 

ILLINOIS  CENTRAL  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  submitted  the  following 


resolutions;  which  were  considered  by  unani- 
mous*  consent,  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  StaiM  be 
requested  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  any  corTftqwi^ 
enre  wlilph  moy  have  taken  place  between  the  Uhaoi* 
Central  Railroaii  Company  and  any  of  the  Departments  of 
the  Government  on  the  subject  of  transporting  the  Tnited 
Swtes  mails  over  said  railroad ;  also,  guch  corrwpondence 
as  may  have  been  had  with  reference  to  the  transportation 
of  munitions  of  war,  public  moneys,  and  other  propeit)- of 
the  United  States,  as  well  as  the  United  States  mails. 

Resolved,  TTliat  the  President  be  requested  also  to  am- 
municate  to  the  Senate  whether  any  further  legifctatiwj  nay 
be  necessary  to  enforce  a  compliance  with  the  pttrnvm 
of  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  20th  Bcptember.  IMOJor 
transporting  the  United  States  mails,  mnnitionnoi  wir,8id 
other  public  property,  and  making  a  grant  of  land  to  the 
Smte  of  Illinois,  to  aid  said  State  in  the  conrtroctionof  aki 
railroad. 

PRINTING  OF  DOCUMENTS. 

Mr.  BEILL,  of  Tennessee.  The  correspondence 
between  the  American  Minister  at  Valparaiso  u^ 
the  Government  of  Chili  was  called  for  in  May; 
1854,  and  by  some  means  or  other  it  was  referral 
by  mistake  to  the  Committee  od  Foreign  ReU- 
tions,  without  being  printed.  I  have  spoken  lo 
the  chairman  of  that  committee,  and  I  wiab  that 
communication  of  the  President  to  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate.  I  do  not  propose  to  have 
printed  any  extra  copies;  and  I  hope  ihea'vill 
DC  no  objection  to  my  motion. 

The  motion  was  ajrreed  to. 
REPORT  OF  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  have  heretofere  omitted  to 
make  a  motion  to  refer  the  annual  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasiury  to  the  Commiuee  on 
Finance.    I  now  submit  that  motion. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

LIBRARY  FOR  YOUNG  MEN- 

Mr.  BROWN.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  whom  was 
referred  a  bill  (S.  No.  87)  to  establish  a  library 
for  yoiuig  men  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  reiwrt 
it  back  with  an  amendment,  and  recommend  its 
passage.  For  reasons  which  I  will  state  as  soon 
as  the  bill  shall  be  read,  I  am  further  instructed 
to  ask  tltat  it  be  pyt  on  its  passage  now. 

The  bill  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  Ac 
Whole .  It  proposes  to  constitute  James  Dunlop, 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  theDisWd 
of  Columbia;  John  T.  Towers,  Mayor  of  lie 
city  of  Washington ;  Henrv  Addison,  Mayor  of 
the  citv  of  Georgetown;  Joseph  Henry, Secre* 
tary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institute;  JohnS.Met^ 
ban.  Librarian  for  Congress,  and  their succesion 
in  their  respective  offices,  with  such  persons  u 
the  Mayors  of  the  two  cities  may  designate, « 
corporate  body  forever,  under  the  name  ot  Co- 
lumbia's Library  for  Young  Men.  ItlMorides 
further,  that  the  corporation  may  rewire  and 
possess  property,  real  and  personal,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  library,  and  if  a  lot  and  hou«  sm 
be  granted  or  devised  for  the  library,  and  occupiw 
by  the  corporation,  provision  is  made  that  do 
sale  of  it  shall  be  made  without  the  consent  of 
Congress.  The  bill  gives  power  to  the  coiyofi* 
tion  to  appoint  needful  officters,  and  make  all 
necessary  rules  for  the  regulation  of  the  iibraiT; 
and  to  receive  permanent  aid  from  the  "H^ 
the  District.  It  is  to  be  exempt  from  muniap* 
taxation.  . , 

Mr.  BROWN.  The  only  amendment  whicj 
the  committee  propose  is,  to  limit  the  amount " 
property  which  may  be  held  by  this  coiporatwn 
to  $100,000.  They  did  not  think  it  proper  to 
allow  them  to  go  to  an  unlimited  amount,  in 
reference  to  the  bill  itself,  which  I  am  desir^  &f 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia  to  Mje 
put  on  its  passage  now,  I  am  requested  to  »j» 
that  a  citizen  of  this  District,  whose  name  i  a» 
not  at  liberty  to  mention,  but  who  is  •.'^ 
large  fortune,  proposes  to  make  a  donadonoi 
large  sum  of  money  to  this  library  so  soon  as  ^ 
billshall  be  passed.  It  is  desirable,  therefor^ 
have  it  passed  as  soon  as  possible.  I*  ''^P^l 
ates  no  money,  and  does  not  complicate  tne  w* 
ernment  with  the  matter  at  all.  It  is  a  9«ojw 
exceedingly  interesting  to  the  young  ""^^  ,^. 
cities  of  Washington  and  Georgetown,  and  IW 

Eose  there  will  be  no  objection  to  allowing 
ill  to  be  passed  at  once.  ^^ 

The  amendment  of  the  committee  «^^ 
to,  and  the  bill,  as  amended,  was  rep^.  "^^JJ 
Senate.    The  amendment  was  concurred  "Ij.  ^ 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  enCTOSsed  and  rm 
third  time.    It  was  read  » third  timejaodpas"*- 


482 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


=fe 


February  21, 


correspondence  exhibits  the  facts  that  Kincannon 
"Was  the  agent  of  the  Government;  that  he  re- 
ceived tbc  money  in  December,  1839;  and  that  no 
objection  was  made  to  its  reception  until  March, 
1843.  Then,  for  the  first  time,  the  Secretary  of 
War  notified  the  agent  that  the  currency  in  which 
the  payment  was  made  had  depreciated,  and  that 
the  Government  would  not  receive  it.  The  com- 
mittee think  the  last  payment  was  improperly 
demanded. 

Mr.  BROWN.  I  hope  this  bill  will  be  passed. 
The  Government  is  in  possession  of  ^650 — the 
money  of  this  gentleman — to  which  it  has  no 
claim  whatever.  This  bill  is  to  provide  authority 
for  paying  it  back  to  him. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  would  inquire  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Mississippi  why  this  is  not  a  matter 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Court  of  Claims? 

Mr.  BROWN.  The  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs  thought  that  it  was  not  proper  to  compel 
a  man  to  incur  the  expense  of  litigating  a  claim 
in  the  court,  when  the  Grovemment  itself  admits 
that  it  has  received  his  money  wrongfully,  but 
cannot  pay  it  back  siniply  on  account  of  the  want 
of  an  appropriation.  The  committee  were  unan- 
imously of  the  opinion  that  it  was  better  %o  pass 
a  bill  making  the  appropriation.  ^ 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

ANSON  DART. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  (S.  No.  60)  for  the 
relief  of  Anson  Dart. 

The  original  bill,  as  introduced  by  Mr.  Dodge, 
proposed  to  direct  the  proper  accounting  officers 
to  account  with  and  allow  to  Anson  Dart,  late 
superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  in  Oregon  Terri- 
tory, for  the  time  he  served  as  such,  the  same 
compensation  which  was  allowed  by  the  act  of 
March  3,  1852,  to  the  superintendent  of  Indian 
affairs  in  California,  deducting  therefrom  the  com- 
pensation heretofore  received  by  him  as  superin- 
tendent of  Indian  aflfalrs  for  Oregon  Territory. 

The  bill  was  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  witli  an  amendment  to  strike  out 
•*  the  same  compensation  as  is  allowed  by  the  act 
of  March  3,  1852,  to  the  superintendent  of  Indian 
affairs  in  California,"  and  insert,  **  $3,500  per 
annum.'* 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DODGE.  The  object  of  this  bill  is  to 
make  compensation  to  Mr.  Dart  for  his  services 
as  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  in  Oregon.  It 
was  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs by  the  chairman,  [Mr.  Sebastian;]  but  as 
be  is  too  much  indisposed  to  address  the  Senate 
on  the  subject,  and  inasmuch  as  I  introduced  the 
bill,  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  say  a  few  words. 

When  this  gentleman  went  to  Oregon  his  salary 
was. ^2,500.  It  was  understood  then,  however, 
that  It  was  to  be  increased.  There  was  an  under- 
standing between  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs  at  that  time,  [Mr.  Atchison,! 
and  Mr.  Dart,  that  the  salary  should  be  increased 
if  possible.  By  some  omission,  however,  it  was 
not  done.  Mr.  Dart  was  a  faithful  officer,  and 
perfect  quiet  reigned  anK)ng  the  Indians  during 
the  time  when  he  was  superintendent.  It  seems 
to  me  to  be  nothing  more  than  an  act  of  justice 
to  allow  him  the  same  compensation  which  was 
given  to  the  Indian  superintendent  in  California; 
'bui  I  shall  acquiesce  in  the  proposition  of  the  com- 
mittee to  allow  a  less  amount.  I  trust  no  objec- 
tion wiH  be  made  to  the  bill.  It  has  been  reported 
tinanimoualy  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
ihirs. 

Mr.  RUSK.  The  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs were  unanimous  upon  this  subject.  I  know 
that  it  is  a  bad  practice  to  ^vc  increased  compen- 
sation to  an  officer  aAer  his  services  have  been 
performed;  but  it  has  been  done  in  several  in- 
stances, and  in  some  cases  which  perhaps  were 
tiot  meritorious.  There  is  no  doubt  that  this  is  a 
meritorious  case.  It  was  distinctly  stated  to  Mr. 
Dart,  at  the  time,  of  his  appointment  by  the  then 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  that 
a  bill  which  was  then  pending  for  an  increase  of 
the  salary  of  the  California  superintendent  should 
be  made  to  include  the  supermtendent  in  Ore^n. 
That  provijrion,  according  to  my  recollection,  nad 
the  sanction  of  the  Indian  bureau;  but  by  some 
oversight  it  was  not  included  in  the  bill.    Mr. 


Dart  went  to  Oregon  and  performed  his  duties  in 
a  very  satisfactory  manner.  He  preserved  peace 
among  the  Indians  in  Oregon,  and  brought  ba,ck 
as  good  a  report  as  perhaps  any  other  superin- 
tendent. Tnis  bill,  as  it  now  stands,  does  not 
allow  this  gentleman  the  same  compensation 
which  has  b^n  accorded  to  the  California  super- 
intendent, but  simply  adds  (^1,000  a  year  to  his 
salary.    I  think  it  ought  to  be  passed  at  once. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  This  may  be  a  case  for  an 
exception  to  the  general  rule;  but  it  seems  to  me 
to  be  a  very  dangerous  precedent  to  establish  the 
principle,  that  whenever  we  increase  the  pay  of 
an  officer  for  the  future,  we  must  go  back  and 
compensate  him  at  the  same  rate  for  past  services. 
This  man  accepted  the  office  knowing  what  the 
pay  was.  He  was  willing  to  take  it  with  the 
existing  pay,  or  he  would  not  have  accepted  it. 
Nor  do  I  think  that  we  have  assimilated  the  pay 
of  officers  in  Oregon  with  that  of  officers  in  Cal- 
ifornia. It  has  been  heretofore  considered  more 
expensive  to  live  in  California  than  anywhere  else, 
and  therefore  we  have  compensated  public  officers 
there  by  a  higher  rate  than  in  other  places.  I  do 
not  dispute  the  merits  of  this  Indian  agent;  but  I 
think  the  principle  of  the  bill  is  a  very  bad  one, 
and  I  am  afraia  that  we  shall  not  end  until  we 
establish  it  as  a  general  rule,  that  when  we  in- 
crease an  officer's  salary  we  must  allow  him 
back  pay. 

Mr.  DODGE.  In  reply  to  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Virginia,  I  be^  leave  to  say  that  Mr. 
Dart  was  the  first  superintendent  of  Indian  af- 
fairs sent  to  Oregon,  and  he  had,  therefore,  very 
great  difficulties  to  encounter  in  the  performance 
of  his  duties.  That  he  was  faithful  is  proved  by 
the  sanction  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs 
of  his  conduct  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  Mr. 
Dart  was  appointed  by  the  last  Administration. 
He  and  I  do  not  agree  in  politics;  but  that  differ- 
ence docs  not  prevent  me  bearing  testimony  to 
his  faithfulness  and  efficiency  in  the  discharge  of 
his  public  duties.  As  I  have  stated,  he  was  the 
first  Indian  superintendent  in  Oregon;  and  for 
that  reason  he  nad  to  perform  all  the  labors  in- 
cident to  the  organization  of  the  Indian  system 
there.  He  was  a  poor  man,  and  during  his  two 
or  three  years'  service  in  Oregon  he  received  no 
more  than  w^as  barely  sufficient  to  cover  his  ex- 
penses. I  am  sure  this  honorable  body  will  not 
refuse  to  this  meritorious  man  some  compensa- 
tion which  a  proper  appreciation  of  his  services 
necessarily  requires.  He  stood  high  with  the 
Administration  of  President  Fillmore.  1  have 
known  him  for  eighteen  years  as  a  resident  of 
the  State  which  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  rep- 
resent, and  1  have  always  considerea  him  to  be 
an  honest,  faithful,  and  upright  man,  competent 
for  the  performance  of  any  duty  which  he  ever 
undertook. 

Mr.  RUSK.  The  Senator  from  Virginia  is 
mistake!!  as  to  this  bill.  As  it  now  stands  it  does 
not  allow  to  this  gentleman  the  compensation 
which  has  been  received  by  the  superintendent 
of  Indian  affairs  in  California.  This  officer  re- 
ceived a  salary  of  ^,500.  The  salary  of  the  su- 
perintendent in  California  was  $4,500.  The  pres- 
ent bill  proposes  to  allow  $3,500  for  the  services 
of  this  gentleman. 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Tennessee.  I  wish  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  to  one. other  fact,  in  con- 
firmation of  what  has  been  said  by  the  Senator 
from  Wisconsin  and  the  Senator  from  Texas. 
The  committee  took  into  consideration  the  prin- 
ciple stated  by  the  Senator  from  Vii^ginia,  that 
increased  compensation  should  not  be  allowed  for 
senrices  previously  performed;  but  they  thought 
this  case  was  fairly  exempt  from  the  operation 
of  that  principle.  We  all  admit  that  it  is  bad 
policy  to  male  extra  compensation  to  officers 
after  their  duties  have  been  dischargied,  and  they 
are  out  of  office.  In  this  case,  however,  it  seemed 
to  the  committee  that  there  was  very  strong  evi- 
dence— evidence  which  it  was  scarcely  possible 
to  resist — that  this  gentleman  accepted  .tne  office 
with  the  expectation,  and  with  a  positive  promise, 
that  his  compensation  should  be  iiicrcased  at  that 
session  of  Congress;  and  that  it  was  not  increased 
in  consequence  of  an  accident. 

I  understand  fiirther,  as  stated  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Wisconsin,  that  during  the  three 
years  while  this  gentleman  was  at  the  head  of 
the  Oregon  superintendency,  he  preserved  peace 
in  a  large  extent  of  country  now  compriBing  the 


Territories  of  Oregon  and  Washin^tdn.  I  do  not 
believe  there  was  a  single  Indian  distuAanw  in 
that  region  while  he  was  in  office.  My  opinion 
has  always  been  in  that  it  depended  to  a  great 
extent  on  the  officers  of  the  Government  whether 
or  not  we  had  Indian  wars,  particulariy  in  a 
country  where  the  Indians  arc  so  small  and  aie 
so  much  broken  up  as  they  are  in  this  region.  I 
may,  however,  be  mistaken  in  that,  fdo  not 
wish  to  cast  censure  on  any  one;  but  I  think thii 
gentleman  is  entitled  to  some  distinction  for  hii 
services.  In  addition  to  the  increased  compen- 
sation  which  it  is  proposed  to  allow  him.Iflhonkl 
be  willing,  if  it  were  possible,  to  confer  on  him 
some  testimonial.  When  other  offices  vb 
come  here  asking  for  increased  compensation 
shall  be  able  to  show  that  they  performed  » 
arduous  duties  as  this  gentleman  did,  when  1i« 
encountered  all  the  difficulties  and  privations  of 
a  new  country,  at  great  personal  expense,  I 
should  be  wilung  to  proviae  for  their  cases  ai 
coming  within  the  same  category. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  oaiynended, 
and  the  amendment  made  as  in  Committee  of  th« 
Whole,  was  concurred  in.  The  bill  an  amendtd 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading, 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

JACOB  DODSON. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  (S.  No.  79)  for  the 
relief  of  Jac^b  Dodson,  which  "w-as  reported  by 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  It  propoea 
to  direct  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  tk 
Government  to  allow  to  Jacob  Dodson,  a  colored 
man,  who,  on  the  7th  of  July,  1846,attheinKr- 
ican  Forks,  in  California,  volunteered  as  a  prinie 
for  "  during  the  war*'  in  Captain  Richard  Owcn'i 
company  of  the  California  battalion,  and  who 
was  discharged  on  the  14th  of  April,  1847,  at  Lw 
Angelea,  in  California,  all  thepayandallowancei 
to  which  he  would  be  entitled  under  the  existing 
laws,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  he  had  been  legally 
enlisted  in,  and  honorably  discharged  from.iM 
service  of  the  United  States,  deducting  the  sua 
of  $^1,  paid  to  him  by  Colonel  J.  C.  Fr&noDt 
for  his  services  as  a  member  of  the  expiorir^ 
expedition  within  this*period. 

Mr.  WELrLER.  This  bill  was  passed  by  tht 
Senate  at  the  lost  session  of  Congress,  bat  wis 
not  acted  on  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  It 
is  for  the  relief  of  a  colored  man  in  the  employ 
of  the  Senate,  whom  Senators  may  recollect  He 
enlisted  as  a  private  in  Captain  Owen's  compaflTi 
and  served  with  him  during  the  whole  of  Cdoael 
Fr€mont*s  campaign  in  California;  butincooip- 
quence  of  his  beinff  a  colored  man  he  could  n^ 
be  legally  mustered.  All  that  wc  propose  in  this 
bill  is  to  give  him  what  he  would-have  rcceim 
if  he  had  been  of  a  different  color— in  otherwords, 
if  he  had  been  a  white  man.     " 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  withMt 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  forathiM 
reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

BANK  OF  MISSOURI. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  theWTiofe, 
next  considered  the  bill,  (S.  No.  63,)  which  w* 
introduced  by  Mr.  Getcr,  and  reported  froo 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  auihome 
and  direct  the  settlement  of  the  account  of  »• 
Bank  of  the  State  of  Missouri  for  money  ad- 
vanced for  the  subsistence  and  vcanspon&^ 
of  volunteers.  It  proposes  to  direct  the  prop 
accountinjj  officers  of  the  Treasury  D€|»r«n«*' 
to  audit  the  account  of  the  Bank  of  the  State  ^ 
Missouri  against  the  United  States,  for  momP 
advanced  in  tlie  year  1846  for  subsistence  m 
transportation  of  certain  companies  of  Tomni«"' 
which,  by  order  of  Ooneral  E.  P.Gaines.MKffl- 
bled  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  in  the  months  ofm 
and  June  of  tliat  year,  with  the  'i*/ ° ,  ^J 
mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  S»"* 
the  same  manner  as  if  those  companies  had  ^^ 
regularly  received  into  the  service,  and  ^PfJ  ^ 
balance  which  may  be  found  to  be  due  to  the  oin*. 
with  interest,  with  a  proviso  that  the  aw^^jj^^jj 
paid  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  sixhtin<ir«V«T 
sixty-three  dollars  and  seventy-eifht  <»«»»  ^ 
interest  from  the  1st  of  June,  1846,  and  tJi«  ^ 
account  be  sustained  by  such  voucher*  » 
required  in  similfiLr  cases.  i^^ 

The  report  states,  that  during  the  "^^.j^. 
Mexico,  in  May  and  June,  1846,  un^^^  "J^Hf 
tXon  of  General  Gaines  upon  the  GoTemof" 
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TH£  eON6RflS«aNAL  GLOBE. 


The  SPEjKCEE.  The  gtnUeipan'a  objection 
may  be  obWated  by  ipclumng:  in  the  proposition 
Uiat  the  previous  question  shall  not  be  moved. 

Mr.  SAVAGfJ.  I  object  to  any  proposition 
which  asKS  for  an  evasion  of  the  rules  of  the 
House.  I  object  to  the  pending  one:  and  I  wish  it 
to  be  now  understood  that  I  shall  object  to  any  of 
the  same  sort  that  may  be  presented  in  the  future. 

Mr.  MACE.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  had  the 
hoYior  of  serving  in  Congress  for  four  years,  and 
I  have  never  known  any  instance  where  it  was 
agreed  to  do  business  out  of  order  that  we  were 
pot  involved  in  confusion,  and  business  was  not 
retarded;  therefore,  I  give  notice  now  that  I  shall, 
if  I  am,  in  my  seat,  object  al  all  times  to  any  and 
all  business  whatever  that  is  not  strictly  in  order. 
If  we  proceed  in  accordance  with  our  rules,  I  am 
sure  tnat  we  can  do  a  greater  amount  of  business 
than  in  any  other  way. 

The  SPEAKER.  Obiection  is  made  to  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Arkansas. 
The  question  recurs  on  the  motion  to  postpone 
indefinitely  the  order  in  relation  to  the  election  of 
a  Chaplain. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  move  that  the 
rules  be  suspended,  and  the  House  resolve  itself 
into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  with  a  view  to  consider  the  President's 
an  n  ual  message . 

Mr.  PHElPS.  That  motion  is  not  in  order, 
for  th^  order  is,  that  we  now  proceed  to  the 
election  of  a  Chaplain ;  and  until  that  is  e^ecut^, 
no  other  business  is  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  previous  question  is 
ordered  on  the  motion  to  postpone  indefinitely; 
and,  under  the  rules  of  the  House,  the  Chair  is 
o^  opinion  the  ^[entleman'a  motion  to  go  into 
committee  is  not  m  order. 

Mr.  BKAKCH.  I  desire  to  understand  dis- 
tinctly what  is  to  be  the  efl^ct  of  my  vote  on  this 
motion  to  postpone  indefinitely.  Suppose  the 
motion  is  agreed  to,  would  there  then  subsist  the 
order  of  the  House  under  which  the  daily  sessions 
hav& been,  and  are  now,  opened  by  prayer?  I 
am  opposed  to  the  election  of  a  dhaplajin,  pro- 
vided we  can,  as  now,  have  our  daily  sessions 
opened  with  prayer  by  the  clergy  of  thia  District, 
each  in  his  turn. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  order  adopted  by  the 
House  in  the  early  part  of  the  seooioa  would  still 
subsist. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  To  op^n  our  daily  sessions 
with  prayer  is  an  act  of  volition  with  the  clergy 
of  this  District;  we  have  no  assurance  that  they 
will  continue  to  do  as  they  have  done. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  The  existing  armnge- 
naent  is  a  goo4  one.  The  Speaker  decides  that, 
if  the  pending  motion  be  adopted,  that  order  will 
subsist.  1  shall,  therefore,  vote  for  the  motion 
to  postpone, 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  There  is  upon  the  Speak- 
er's table  a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  asking 
for  a  concurrent  vote  of  this  House  to  elect  Chap- 
lains, to  alternate  eaeh  week  or  day,  as  may  be 
agreed  upon;  and,  if  the  motion  to  postpone 
indefimtely  be  carried,  the  question  will  come  up 
again  on  the  adoption  of  that  resokitton.  Bui 
si]4:^>08e  thisorderia  indefinitely  postponed,  what 
assurance  have  we  that  ws^  shaU  in  tne  fUture,  as 
we  have  had  heretofore,  have  our  daily  sessions 
opened  with  prayer?  And  what  assurance  have 
we  that,  at  the  end  of  the  session,  a  resolution 
will  not  be  introduced  ^t  is  more  than  probi^le 
there  will  be  a  resolution  introduced— giving  to 
each  of  these  gentlemen  compensation  ? 

The  SPEAKER.     Debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  know  it  is  not;  but,  in- 
asmuch as  the  gentleman  from  North  Osirolina 
asked  a  question,  I  supposed  I  might  be  indulged 
in  an  answer. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
postpone  indefinitely;  and  it  was  decided  in  the 
negative— yeas  63,  nays  65;  as  follows: 

YBAS-^Metsni.  AHen,  BsrkMlale,  Henrv  Bennett,  Btl- 
lingtniivu  Blias,  Bovce.  Brancb,  Cadwalader,  Canitherf, 
Caskie,  Clingman,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Craige.  Craw- 
ford. PavidM>n.  Dickaon,  Dowdell,  Enfdish,  Ctncridfe, 
Faulkner,  Flagler,  Foster,  Green wt)od,  Grow,  Aogustiis 
Hall,  Thomas  L.  Harris,  Holloway,  Houston.  Humston, 
Geonre  W.  Jones,  Kellj.  Kniabt,  Letcber,  Linoley,  Lunip- 
kin,  Samuel  a.  Marshall,  McnfuUin,  Smith  Miller, Morrijl, 
Mott,  Nichob,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Pelton,  Quitmant^Ruffin, 
Rust.  Sabin,  Sava^,  Scou,  Seward,  Sberman/William 
BiDitb,  Spinner,  Steabsos,  Stranaban,  Taylor,  Thumton, 
Wade,  Wakeman.  WiMiamt,  IVinlvw.  Daniel  B.  Wrigbt, 
anrf  John  V.  Wrigbt— St! 


NAYS  — Messrs.  Aiken,  Barbour,  Bell.  Hendley  S.  Ben- 
nett, Benson,  Binfl^ham,  Brenton,  Burlinsame,  John  P. 
Campbell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Clawson,  (folfhx,  Comins, 
Cox,  Cullen,  Cumback,  Dean,  Dick,  Dodd,  Dunn,  Evnna, 
Florence.  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Granger,  J.  Morrison  Har- 
ris, Harruon,  Hickman,  Thomas  R.  Horton,  Howard.  Kel- 
sey,  Knapp,  Knox,  Kunkcl,  Leiter,  Mncc,  Alcxandter  K. 
Marshall,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Killian  MiUcr,  Millson,  Nor- 
ton, On,  Parker,  Penninston,  Peny,  Phelps,  Pike,  Porter, 
Purviance,  Puryear,  Reade,  Ritchie,  Robbins,  Roberts,  Rob- 
ison.  Shorter,  Simmons,  Stanton,  Swopc,  Trafton,  Wal- 
bridge,  Waklron.  EUibu  B.  Wasbbume,  Israel  Washburn, 
Watkinfl,aod  Woodniff-66. 

So  the  motion  was  disagteed  to. 

Pending  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  A.  K.  MARSHALL  stati^d  that  Mr. 
Walecr  had  paired  off  with  Mr.  Ttion. 

Mr.  STUART  stated  that  he  was  outside  the 
bar  when  his  name  was  called.  If  he  had  been 
within  the  bar,  he  should  have  Yoted  ay. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Alabama,  made  the  same 
statenlent. 

Mr.  SHORTER  stated  that  he  voted  in  the 
negative  for  the  purpose  of  moving  to  reconsider. 

The  result  was  then  announced ,  as  above  stated. 

Mr.  SHORTER.  I  move  that  the  vote  just 
taken,  by  which  the  House  refused  indefinitely 
to  postpone,  be  reconsidered. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  move  to  lay  the  motion 
to  reconsider  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  I  ask  for  inform- 
ation; if  the  motion  to  reconsider  is  laid  upon  the 
table,  what  will  be  the  next  business  in  order? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  will  be  the  execution  of 
the  order  of  the  House  for  the  election  of  Chap- 
lain. 

Mr.  RITCHIE.  I  ask  for  tellers  upon  the 
motion  to  lay  on  the  tabic. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  RiTCHiii 
and  Shorter  were  appointed. 

Mr.  SMITH.    I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  A  number  of  gentlemen 
all  around  the  House  seem  to  desire  to  have  a 
direct  vote  on  the  motion  to  reconsider.  I  do  not 
understand  the  philosophy  of  the  request,  but  I 
will  accede  to  it,  and  withdraw  tlie  motion  to  lay 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.    I  renew  the  motion. 

Mr.  RITCHIE.    I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative— yeas  66,  nays  61;  as  follows: 

YEAS  —  Messrs.  Aiken,  Barbour,  Bell,  Hendley  8.  Ben- 
nett, Benson,  Bingham,  Brenton,  BnrUngame,  Jt^n  P. 


Pebruai^  Jl, 


Horton,  Howard,  Kclsey.Kennett,  Knapp,  Knox,  Kunkel, 
Leiter,  Mace,  Alexander  K.  Marshall,  Humphrey  MantbaU, 


killlan  Miller,  Millson,  Morrill,  Norton,  Orr,  Parker,  Pel- 
ton,  Pike,  Porter.  Purviance,  Puryear,  Reade,  Ritchie,  Rob- 
bins,  Roberts,  Robisou,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Btajitoii,  Traf- 
ton,  VV'albridffe,  Waldron,  Ellihu  B.  Washbume,  brael 
Washburn,  Watkins.  and  woodruff— €6. 

NAYS  — Meswg.  Allen,  Bark^dalc.  Henry  Bennett,  Bil- 
linghniat,  Bttss,  Boyce,  Branch,  Brooks,  Caruthera,  Cn«kie, 
Clingman,  Williaipson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Oraige.  Cravmrd,  Da- 
vidson, Dowdell,  Elliott,  Engimi,  Ethendge,  Faulkner, 
Flagler,  Foster,  Greenwood,  Grow.  Auzustus  Hall,  Sam|>- 
son  Vv.  Harris,  Thomas  L.  Harris,  Houston,  Hughston, 
Jcwett;  George  W.  Jones,  Kelly,  Kmijht,  Letcher,  Li ndley, 
Lumpkin^  Samuel  S.  Marshall,  McMwtfn,  Smith  Miller, 
Mott,  Quitman,  Buffin,  Rufit,  Sabin,  Savage,  Scott,  Sew- 
ard, Shorter,  William  Smith,  Spinner,  Stephens,  Stewart, 
Stranaban,  Taylor,  Thurston,  Wade,  Wells,  Williams, 
Window,  Daniel  B.  Wiight,  and  John  V.  Wright-61. 

So  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Pending  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  SHERMAN  stated  that  Mr.  Safp  and 
Mr.  KiDWELL  hadpsliredoirfrom  yesterday  morn- 
ing until  the  28th  instant. 

ADJOURNMSNT  OVER. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  move  that  when  the  House  ad* 
journs,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  FLA(jrLER.  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  the  motion. 

Mr.  H.  MARSHALL.  I  caU  for  tellera  upon 
ordering  the  yeas  and  nays.  " 

Tellers  were  not  ordered;  and  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  not  ordered. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  over  was  then  agreed  to. 

THE  CHAPLAINCY — AGAIN. 

The  Clerk  then  read  the  list  of  gentlemen  put 

in  nomination  for  the  chaplaincy,  as  follows: 

Rev.  Byron  Sunderland,  Rev.  Daniel  Waldo, 

Rev.  Robert  D.  Morris,  Rev.  Thomas  M.  Stockton, 

Rev.  David  T.  Doggett,  Rev.  William  Hodgea, 

Rev.  WiUiam  Paueq  Rev.  J, «.  Boiler, 


Rev.  A.  J.  Carutben,  Rev.  William  G.  BaUwia. 

Rev.  Thomas  PIsher,  Bcv.  Mark  Trafton, 

Eev.  William  Mofjeley,        Rev.  Frmch  8.  Evam. 

Mr.  TR AFTON.  With  very  many  thanki  ta 
the  ffcntleman  who  so  kindly  nominated  me  to 
the  cliaplaincy  during  ray  absence,  I  must  be?  to 

decline  the  honor  he  intended,  and  therefore inth- 
draw  my  name. 

Mr.  LEITER.  A  few  days  since  I  was  b- 
formed  by  Mr.  Davis,  of  Maryland,  that  he  had 
been  requested  to  withdraw  the  name  of  the  Ret. 
French  S.  Evans.  Mr.  Davis  is  absent,  and  at 
his  request  I  now  withdraw  the  name  of  Mr 
EI  vans 

Mr.  SHORTER.  I  placed  in  nomination,  a 
few  days  since,  the  Rev.  William  Moaeley.of 
Georgia.  I  did  so  without  his  knowledge  or  eon- 
sent.  He  is  a  member  of  the  primitive  Riptiit 
church  of  that  State,  and  is  opposed  to  the  ekiioo 
of  Chaplains  in  Congress  under  any  circum- 
stances. I  make  this  statement  in  order  that  he 
may  not  appear  before  the  country  in  a  false  po- 
sition. If  ne  were  elected  bv  the  unanimoai 
vote  of  this  House,  I  am  satisned  that  he  would 
decline  the  honor.  But,  nevertheless,  as  he  is 
conspicuous  in  the  States  of  Gfeorgia  and  Alabama 
for  his  opposition  to  the  Know  Nothing  paity 
there,  and  knowing  his  position  upon  this  ques- 
tion, I  shaU  not  take  the  liberty  to  withdraw  his 
name,  as  I  intend  to  ydte  for  him  as  acompliineBt 
to  the  church  of  which  he  is  a  member. 

Mr.  GRANGER.  I  would  inquire  if  the  name 
of  Mr.  Waldo  was  read  as  one  of  the  nominees? 

The  SPEAKER.     It  was. 

Mr.  GRANGER.  I  wish  to  say  that  he  is  old, 
but  every  way  competent  for  the  senricc.  He  has 
been  for  seventy  years  a  member  of  the  Congre* 
gational  church,  without  spot  or  blemish,  and 
**  still  lives,**  able  and  willing  to  serve  his  country 
in  his  profession. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  took  the  libcitT,iftv 
days  since,  of  presenting  the  name  of  WuliamQ 
Baldwin,  as  a  candidate  for  the  chaplaincy.  I  am 
not  prepared  to  say  that  I  was  autaoriz^  to  do 
so,  but  I  know  him  to  be  cm  honest  man  and  i 

gentleman;  and  if  the  House  see  fit  to  elect  his, 
e  will  give  us  good  prayers  and  short  pnyen. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  think  we  can  narrow  down 
this  question,  if  gentlemen  will  conitnae  to  with- 
draw the  names  of  candidates,  especially  such af 
have  been  put  in  nomination  witbout  authority 
If  members  will  do  that,  we  shall  get  tkrosfh 
quicker. 

The  Speaker  then  appointed  as  tellers  U^un. 
RiTCHiK,  Woodruff,  Keade,  and  Eirouis. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Is  it  in  order  to  move  to 
postpone  this  matter  indefinitely  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not,  as  the  Honae  his 
already  refused  to  do  so. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Is  it  in  order  to  more  to 
postpone  it  for  a  week  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  in  order  to  more  to 
postpone  to  a  day  certain. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Then  I  move  to  postpone 
it  until  the  4th  of  March,  1857. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  equivalent  to  an  in- 
definite postponement.  ., 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Well,  then,  until  the  3d 
of  March,  1857;  and  I  desire  to  say  in  this  con- 
nection that  this  whole  affair  seems  manifesuy 
to  be  a  farce,  in  the  estimation  of  members. 

Mr.  H.  MARSHALL.  Upon  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  I  wish  to  sabmit 
this  observation,  that  however  fiircicsl  this  thing 
may  appear  to  him,  it  seems  to  me  to  be  a  rery 
solemn  sort  of  proceeding.  I  have  no  doubt, 
Mr.  Speaker,  that  we  are  nowintheperforraantf 
of  a  duty  which  good  morals  and  the  sense  of  the 
country  will  sustain  us  in.  I  supposed,  ^V 
had  refused  to  postpone  indefinitely,  and  we 
House  had  refused  to  reconsider  that  vote,  tw* 
we  should  have  cone  on  to  an  election;  but  uw 
motion  now  made  by  the  gentleman  ffo*"!   f* 

finia,  to  postpone  to  a  day  certain— which  a  ^ 
ay  before  the  adjournment  of  this  CongrtJ* 
under  the  Constitution — shows  that  we  ««'^ 
have  a  contest  upon  this  subject,  as  long  as  ifl« 
rules  of  order  will  permit  the  gentleman  w  nia*« 
a  contest.  Now  in  order  that  we  may  scceleraw 
and  expedite  the  business  of  the  House,  I  m«^ 
to  lay  the  motion  to  postpone  to  a  day  artaw 
upon  the  table.  ,  _. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  WiU  the  gendenwn  fro» 
Kentucky  witbiraw  thatmoUon  for  aiiioB«»r 
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MESSAGE  FROM  THE  PRESIDENT. 
A  message,  in  writing,  woa  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Sidney 
Webster,  hia  Secretary. 

APPROPRIATION  AND  DEFICIENCY  BILLS. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  introduced  the  following 
bills;  which  were  severally  read  a  first  and  secona 
time  by  their  respective  titles,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  ordered  to  be  printed: 

A  bill  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  appropria- 
tions for  the  service  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,  1856; 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  Military  Academy  for  the  year  ending  June 
30,  1857;  and 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  payment 
of  invalid  and  other  pensions  of  the  United 
States  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1852. 

Mr.  SEWARD  addressed  the  Chair. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  propose  now  tp  move 
that  the  rules  be  suspended,  and  that  the  House 
resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union.  I,  however,  withhold  the  mo- 
tion for  a  moment,  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Seward.] 

Mr.  SEWARD.  It  is  known  that,  at  the  time 
the  election  of  Speaker  of  the  House  took  place, 
I  warf  absent  from  the  city.  Certain  papers  in 
my  own  State  and  elsewhere  have  thought  proper 
to  charge  me  with  a  dereliction  of  duty  upon  that 
occasion.  I  propose,  therefore,  to  say  something 
of  the  views  I  entertain  upon  the  subject,  and  to 
set  myself  right  upon  the  matter. 

Mr.  PENNINGTON.    I  object. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  appeal  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey  to  wittdraw  his  objection.  It 
is  a  privilege«which  has  been  accorded  to  others, 
and  I  appeal  to  his  courtesy  to  withdraw  his  ob- 
jection. 

Mr.  PENNINGTON.  If  the  gentleman  will 
^aay  to  the  House  that  he  will  not  occupy  much 
'time,  I  will  withdraw  my  objection,  but  if  his 
object  is  to  make  a  speech  I  must  object. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  renew  the  ol}jection.  I 
am  satisfied  that  this  practice  of  making  personal 
explanations  does  not  result  in  any  good. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  WeU,  sir,  I  shall  have  to  caU 
on  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  to  extend  to  me  the 
same  courtesy  that  the  gentleman  from  New  Jer- 
sey has  done,  and  withdraw  his  objection.  I  do 
not  propose  to  detain  the  House  long.  It  is  a 
privilege  that  has  not  been  denied  to  any  one  here- 
tofore, to  make  explanations  of  this  sort,  being 
to  some  extentoersonal  in  their  nature. 

Mr.  STANTON.  Very  well;  I  will  withdraw 
my  objection. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  When  I  left  the  city,  some 
days  before  the  election  of  Speaker  took'place,  I 
had  paired  off  with  the  gentleman  from  Maine, 
[Mr.  Perrt.1  Before  I  returned,  however,  the 
time  for  whicn  I  had  paired  ofif  had  expired.  A 
colleague  from  Georgia  then  paired  me  off  with 
some  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  I  believe,  by 
the  name  of  Robisok,  for  one  week;  but  that 
week  expired  before  1  reached  the  city. 

Now,  sir,  the  object  of  this  attack  upon  me  is, 
to  endeavor  to  fix  upon  me,  acting  in  connection 
with  the  Democratic  party,  the  responsibility-~at 
least  in  part^for  transferring  the  present  Speaker 
to  the  chair  which  he  now  occupies. 

I  am  sure,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  you  never  sus- 

Eected  me  of  sympathizing  with  you  in  your  po- 
tical  sentiments  to  any  extent  whatever.  I  did 
not  be^eve,  when  I  left  here,  that  the  Democratic 
party  had  the  power  to  elect  a  Speaker;  nor  did 
I  believe  thatthat  party  calling  themselves  Amer^ 
leans  here  ever  intended  that  any  Democrat 
should  oecupT  that  chair.  The  event  shewed 
•that  I  was  rurat.  That  portion  of  the  American 
party  whiclw^d  been  voting  for  Mr.  Fuller  the 
day  preceding  the  election,  voted,  I  believe,  for 
Mr.  AiKBN,  of  South  Carolina,  and  thereby  in- 
ducing a  few  of  the  members  of  the  Democratic 
party  of  the  House  to  believe  that,  if  the  plurality 
rule  were  adopted,  his  election  would  be  securea. 
A  plurality  resolution  was  passed. 

The  day  preceding,  upon  the  resolution  de- 
claring Mr.  Aiken  Speaker,  the  vote  was — yeas 
103,  nays  110.  Among  the  yeas  were  Messrs. 
Fuller  and  Broom,  of  Pennsylvania,  Clark, 
Whitney  I  and  Valk,  of  New  York,  of  the  Amer- 


ican party.  After  the  passage  of  the  plurality 
resolution,  upon  the  fourth  vote  for  Speaker,  the 
vote  stands — Banks  103,  Aiken  100. 

The  five  named  gentlemen  would  not  vote  /or 
Mr.  Aiken,  neither  did  Mr.  Davis,  of  Maryland, 
or  Mr.  CuLLEN,  both  southern  Know  Nothings. 
Add  the  five  votes  given  for  Mr.  Aiken  before 
tlie  plurality  rule,  and  he  would  have  received  105 
votes;  add  the  votes  from  Maryland  and  Dela- 
ware, and  his  vote  would  have  been  107,  four 
more  than  Mr.  Banks  received  when  elected. 

Take  the  absentees — Democrats  and  Black  Re- 
publicans— and  they  stand  nearly  equal — and  it 
will  appear,  if  they  had  been  present,  the  result 
would  nave  been  the  same.  Now,  sir,  where  is 
the  fault  ?  The  Democratic  party  is  in  the  mi- 
nority, and  have  been,  and  have,  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  session,  been  assailed  by  Know 
Nothins^s  and  Black  Republicans. 

The  Know  Nothings  in  council,  in  their  recent 
convention,  arraign  the  Democratic  party  before 
the  country;  but  they  do  not  whisper  a  word 
against  the  Black  Republicans.  Why  is  this,  sir? 
Is  it  because  the  Black  Republicans  are  better 
Americans  than  the  Democrats?  or  do  they 
wish  to  avoid  a  disturbance  in  the  family  ?  If 
southern  men  believe  that  Black  Republicanism 
is  wrong,  why  not  in  their  national  council  de- 
nounce It  before  the  American  people  ?  The  coun- 
try must  judge  of  this.  The  Democratic  party 
passed  the  Kansas  and  Nebraska  act,  allowing 
the  people  to  regulate  their  domestic  institutions 
in  their  own  way,  subject  only  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  this  is  the  cause  of  onense.  This  is  the 
repeal  of  the  Missouri  act  which  makes  Know 
Nothings  and  Black  Republicans  hate  the  Demo- 
cratic party. 

Sir,  I  have  said  to  niy  constituents  at  home, 
and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  here  now,  that,  if  this 
Gk>vernment  has  got  to  be  scctionalized,  a  better 
time  has  never  been  presented  to  the  country  for 
it  to  take  place  than  at  this  moment;  because,  so 
far  as  the  Constitution  of  the  country,  and  the 
institution  of  slavery  under  it,  are  concerned,  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  stands  firm  against 
all  attacks — coming  from  the  Free-Soilcra  or  Abo- 
litionists of  the  country — ^made  upon  that  instru- 
ment, or  upon  that  institution;  and  beyond  the 
Senate  stands  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
who  wQuld  protect  us  in  all  our  constitutional 
rights.  If  this  sectional  issue  has  to  be  met,  let 
us  appeal  to  the  people  next  November — it  will 
be  for  them  to  settle. 

Now  let  us  look  at  the  condition  of  this  Amer- 
ican party,  as  shown  by  their  conduct  at  the 
convention  recently  held  m  Philadelphia.  I  pro- 
pose to  show,  by  their  own  resolutions^,  that  they 
condemn  this  Administration  for  precisely  the 
same  thin^  for  which  the  Black  Republican  party 
condemns  it.  The  very  causes  which  carried  the 
present  Speaker  into  the  chair  where  he  now  sits, 
are  tlie  very  causes  for  which  the  recent  Phila- 
delphia convention  denounced  the  Administra- 
tion. They,  therefore,  as  a  party,  stand  upon 
precisely  the  same  ground  in  regard  to  the  repeal 
of  the  Missouri  compromise,  as  the  Black  Re- 
publicans themselves.  Let  us  see  if  they  do  not. 
In  the  thirteenth  section  of  the  platform  of  that  con- 
vention, amon^  the  causes  of  complaint  against 
the  present  Administration,  is  this: 

**  Its  conduct,  as  shown  in  reopening  sectional  agitation 
by  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  compromise.'* 

Mr.  Speaker,  is  not  that  the  cause  of  complaint 
made  by  you  and  by  those  with  whom  you  act? 
Is  not  that  the  cause  of  complaint  made  by  the 
Republican  party  against  this  Administration  ?  If 
it  is,  then,  so  far  as  that  question  is  concerned, 
the  American  party  and  the  Black  Republican 
party  are  identical.  And  all  I  have  to  say  upon 
the  subiect  is,  that  of  those  twenty -nine  gentlemen 
from  tne  South  who  are  members  of  this  Con- 
gress, who  voted  for  that  platform  in  the  Philadel- 
phia convention,  ought  to  have  cast  their  votes  for 
you  for  Speaker,  to  have  carried  out  their  prin- 
ciples. 

I  want  the  country  to  understand,  that  twenty- 
nine  gentlemen  from  the  South,  in  this  Philadel- 
phia convention,  voted  for  this  platform,  while 
only  twenty-two  voted  against  it.  And  those 
twenty -nine  gentlemen  condemned  this  Adminis- 
tration because  of  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri 
compromise.    That  is  what  they  condemn  the 

{  Administration  for,  and  that  is  what  the  Black 

I  Republicans  condemn  them  for. 


Then  all  I  have  to  say  to  Know  Nothini  orftw, 
and  to  the  Know  Nothing  party,  is,  that  when 
they  charge  me  with  being  false  to  the  inslitmioM 
of  the  South,  in  consequence  of  my  not  hafinj 
been  here  when  the  final  vote  for  Speaker  wai 
taken — when  indispensable  business  and  henv^ 
freshets  delayed  me  in  getting  back  to  Wwhing- 
ton,  let  them  examine  their  own  reconlsjand  se« 
how  they  stand.  Let  them  see  whether  their  pnn- 
ciples  and  the  principles  of  the  present  Speaker 
or  the  House  are  not  the  same  in  rcgud  to  the 
Missouri  compromise. 

My  opinion  is  that  there  is  a  sympathy  existing 
between  the  Know  Nothings  and  the  RepubUcaoi 
of  the  country.  That  sympathy  was  manifested 
a  few  weeks  ago,  when  the  gcnucman  (Vom  Ken- 
tucky [Mr.  Cox]  made  a  speech  here,  and  called 
Black  Republicans  upon  the  stand  as  witiusaei 
to  condemn  the  Administration,  and  to  ascertain 
the  position  taken  by  certain  prominent  DcmO' 
crats  in  the  last  canvass  at  the  North. 

Mr.  SAVAGE,  (interrupting.)  I  wish  to  uk 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  wnether  he  is  ia- 
formed  as  to  the  fact,  whether  there  was  not.aAer 
the  election  of  Speaker,  a  caucus  held,  invhich 
the  South  Americans,  as  they  are  called,  met  with 
the  Republicans  for  the  purpose  of  nominauj^ 
candidates  for  the  offices  of  tne  House? 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  have  so  understood,  bot 
have  no  personal  knowledge  of  the  facts.  If  lien 
is  any  gentleman  here  who  is  informed  as  to  the 
facts,  I  should  be  ^lad  to  have  him  give  that  a- 
formation  to  the  House. 

Mr.  COX.  Will  the  gentleman  yield  to  me  for 
a  moment? 

Mr.  SEWARD.  If  the  gentleman  has  any 
facts  to  state,  I  will  yield,  f  will  not  be  am 
upon  the  witness-stand  to  be  interrogated. 

Mr.  COX.  I  do  not  intend  to  intenrogate  the 
gentleman.  I  will  make  a  single  remark  in  re- 
sponse to  what  has  been  said  by  my  friend  from 
Tennessee,  [Mr.  Savage.]  If  there  was  such  • 
caucus  as  tiie  one  to  which  he  has  alluded,  l»ii 
not  in  it. 

Mr.  SAVAGE.  I  am  informed  that  there « 
such  a  caucus,  and  that  thcjgentleraanfromNoftli 
Carolina  [Mr.  Paine]  and  the  American  men- 
bers  of  the  Maryland  delegation  were  present  atii. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not  in  onlerfor  the 
gentleman  to  call  members  by  name. 

Mr.  PAINE.  I  have  been  called  by  name,  and 
am  here  to  answer  for  myself.  Let  the  gent^ 
man  propoimd  his  inquiries.  I  will  answer  ihcm. 
What  is  it  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  wish» 
to  know? 

Mr.  SAVAGE.  I  made  a  remark  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia,  that  I  had  beeg  inforni« 
that  there  was  such  a  caucus  as  the  one  referrw 
to. 

Mr.  PAINE.    What  caucus?  '  , 

Mr.  SEWARD.     I  claim  my  right  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  SAVAGE.    I  should  like  to  know  whether 

there  was  such  a  caucus  held.  . ,. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  did  not  peM 
the  floor  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  the  gentle- 
man fVom  Georgia  to  go  into  any  extended  speech 

Mr.  SEWARD.  The  gentleman  did  not  F» 
to  me.  I  have  the  consent  of  the  House  to  ma« 
my  remarks.  I  promised  not  to  be  loi^-  .^ 
gentlemen  will  let  me  proceed  without  furtberiD- 
tcrruption,  I  shall  be  brief.  ,. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chah-  will  state  tue 
position  of  the  business  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SAVAGE.  I  hope  the  House  wiU  l*t »« 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Pin«]»*^ 
whether  or  not  he  participated  in  the  P'^'*^^y'||^ 
of  the  caucus  to  which  I  have  already  maflc  r^ 
ference.  I  would  be  glad  to  have  an  JJ^JJ 
my  question.  If  I  am  wrong,  I  shall  be  gW 
have  a  correction  made.  .     ,  ,k, 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  have  no  objecuon  to  u» 
gentleman's  question  being  answered.  . 

The  SPEAKER.     The  Chair  wiU  state  tw 

position  of  the  business.    The  gcn^««!*".rihfi 
Ohio  moved  that  the  House  resolve  itaelnnwin 

Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  "tate  <)f  dieljj 
Pending  that  proposition  he  yielded  the  floor^ 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  to  make *R^g. 
explanation.  The  House  consented.  ln«^ 
Ueman  from  Georgia  is  cntided  to  the  floor  J^ 
it  is  not  competent  for  the  House  to  JJJ  „^po- 
necessary  in  order  to  explain  thegcnilenian  r 
sition .  If  he  yields  the  floor  to  o^^J^^ 
horwever,  he  lotes  his  right  to  it  altogwBw- 
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in  the  State  of  California;  which  was  read  a  ^rst 
and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

NEWSPAPERS  FOR  MlMBERf . 

Mr.  STANTON,  by  unanimous  consent,  sub- 
mitted the  following  resolution;  which  was  read, 
considered,  and  agreed  to: 

Rt$ole«d,  Tbat  the  Clerk  of  tbe  House  is  hereby  autbur- 
ised  to  ftiraish  memberf  of  the  H onse  with  the  amount  of 
newspapers  authorized  by  the  resolution  of  the  last  House 
of  RapresentatiTes. 

INTRODUCTION  OF  BILLS  AND  WITHDRAWAL 

OF  PAPERS. 

Mr.  HAIX,  of  Iowa,  in  pursuance  of  previous 
notice,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  two 
bills;  which  were  read  a  first  and  second  time  by 
their  titles,  and  referred  as  indicated  below: 

A  bill  making  a  grant  of  land  to  the  State  of 
Iowa,  in  alternate  sections,  to  aid  in  the  con- 
fitruction  of  certain  raihroads  in  said  State  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Kerr,  of  Iowa. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  KNOX,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
constitute  Peoria,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  a  port 
of  delivery;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

Onnnotion  by  Mr.  PERRY,  it  was 

Otder^i,  Tbat  leave  be  craated  for  the  withdrawal  fton 
the  flies  of  the  House  of  toe  petition  and  papers  of  Peter 
Gmver,  for  the  purpose  of  reference  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD,  in  pursuance  of  previous 
notice,  asked' and  obtained  leave  to  introauce  two 
bills;  which  were  read  a  first  and  second  time  by 
their  titles,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands: 

A  bill  to  provide  for  compensation  of  district 
land  officers  for  the  performance  of  certain  duty 
now  required  of  them  by  law;  and 

A  bill  granting^  public  lands  to  the  States  of 
Arkansas,  Louisiana,  and  Missouri,  in  alternate 
sections,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad 
from  Springfield,  Missouri,  via  Bentonville,  Fay- 
ette ville.  Van  Buren,  Fort  Smith,  and  Fulton,  m 
the  State  of  Arkansas,  to  Shreveport,in  the  State 
of  Louisiana. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BLISS,  it  was 

Ordermln  Tbat  leava  be  granted  for  the  withdrawal  from 
the  files  of  the  House  of  the  petition  and  papers  of  Charles 
Oicott,  and  that  they  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  acljourn. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  hope  the  jg;entleman  will 
withdraw  the  motion  to  adjourn,  m  order  that  I 
may  move  to  reconsider  the  vote  authorizing  the 
Committee  of  Elections  to  employ  a  clerk. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  think  a  clerk  ought  to 
be  allowed  to  that  committee,  and  I  cannot  with- 
draw my  motion  for  the  purpose  stated  by  the 
gentleman  fVom  Vimnia. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  susgest  to  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  that  this  is  the  last  day 
upon  which  a  motion  to  reconsider  that  vote  can 
be  made. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Well,  I  wHl  let  the  motion 
be  entered. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  make  the  motion,  and 
ask  that  it  may  be  entered*  as  I  do  not  desire  ^ 
vote  upon  it  now. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUmCATIONS. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  asks  leave  of 
the  House  to  present  to  it  certain  papers  from  the 
Executive  Departments. 

No  objection  being  made. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing communications;  which  were  read  and 
disposed  of  as  indicated  below: 

A  communication  from  the  Department  of 
State,  transmitting  the  annual  report  of  the  pas- 
sengers arriving  in  the  United  States  during  the 
year  ending  December  31, 1855.  Laid  upon  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A  communication  from  the  Treasury,  trans- 
mitting, in  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
twentieth  section  of  the  act  of  August  26, 1842,  a 
detailed  statement  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
contingent  fund  of  that  Department  has  been  ex- 
pended, from  June  30)  1854)  to  June  30, 1855,  and 


of  the  southeast  building;  together  with  the  state- 
ments furnished  by  the  ncaos  of  the  several  bu- 
reaus in  that  Department.  Laid  upon  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed.        j. 

A  communication  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, transmitting,  in  compliance  with  the  provis- 
ions of  the  eleventh  section  of  the  act  pf  tne  25th 
of  Aueust,  1842,  a  statement  of  the  clerks  em- 
ployed in  that  office,  and  in  the  several  bureaus 
of  the  Treasury  Department,  for  the  year  1855. 
Laid  upon  the  tabl^,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A  communication  from  the  Legation  of  the 
United  States  in  China,  submitting  an  account 
of  fees  for  judicial  services,  both  of  receipts  and 
expenditures,  at  the  several  consulates,  with  ac- 
companying exhibits.  Referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Afiairs. 

A  communication  from  the  Court  of  Claims, 
returning,  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of 
the  House  of  the  13th  instant,  the  petition  and 
papers  of  Daniel  Winslow,  which  were  referred 
to  the  Court  of  Claims  under  a  resolution  of  the 
last  Conjgjess.  Xrfiid  upon  the  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  prmted. 

A  communication  from  the  Court  of  Claims, 
transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  the  18th  instant,  bill  (No.  465)  for  the 
relief  of  Isaac  Adams,  together  with  the  accom- 
panying papers,  referred  to  the  Court  of  Claims 
under  an  order  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  3d  of  March,  1855.  Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  LANE,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced the  following  bills,  of  which  previous  no- 
tice had  been  given;  which  were  severally  read  a 
first  and  second  time  by  their  titles,  and  referred 
as  indicated  below,  viz: 

A  bill  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  commis- 
sions to  the  paymasters  in  the  United  States 
Army  who  paid  the  volunteers  of  Oregon  in  the 
Rogue  river  war  in  1853.  Refiened  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Albon,  major 
of  the  United  States  Army.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Jefferson's  manual,  etc. 

Mr.  BENNETT,  of  New  York.    I  ask  the 

unanimous  consent  of  the  House  to*  introduce 

the  following  resolution: 

Revived,  That  the  Clerk  of  tliif  Houie  be  directed  to 
procure  a  copy  of  the  Hales  and  JeflbnK>n's  Manual  to  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  members,  to  be  neatly  bound, 
and  incorporating  therein  also  a  copy  of  the  master  usually 
containea  in  the  Congressional  Directory. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  A  similar  resolution  has 
already  been  passed  this  session. 

Mr.  BENNETT.  I  was  not  aware  of  the 
fact,  and  therefore  withdraw  the  resolution. 

Mr.  PORTER,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced the  following  bills,  of  which  previous  no- 
tice had  been  given;  which  were  severally  read  a 
first  and  second  time  by  their  titles,  and  referred 
as  indicated  below. 

A  bill  to  establish  certain  post  roads  in  Mis- 
souri. Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

A  bill  to  make  the  city  of  Hannibal  a  port  of 
delivery.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

A  bill'  to  authorize  the  selection  of  the  residue 
of  the  land  granted  to  the  State  of  Missouri,  and 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  Hannibal  and  St. 
Joseph's  Railroad  in  said  State.  Rrefetred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. . 

WITHDRAWAL  OF  PAPERS. 

Mr.  SWOPE.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  to  withdraw  from  the  files  the  petition 
and  papers  in  the  case  of  Samuel  Perry,  in  a 
matter  of  claim  acainst  the  Government  for  the 
transportation  of  Indian  supplies. 

Mr.  LETCHER.    I  object. 

Mr.  SWOPE.  I  am  sure  the  ecntleman  will 
not  object  when  I  state  that  the  ooject  I  have  in 
view  18  to  present  the  papers  to  the  Court  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  The  fentjeman  can  do  that 
under  the  resolution  whi^  has  been  passed  to- 
day. 

MT.  SWOPE.  The  case  is  not  pending  there 
stall. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  want  to  know  the  reason 
for  allowing  the  privilege.     We  have  already 


passed  a  resolution  to  give  theae  pspert  to  (hi 
clerk  of  the  Court  of  Claims  in  certain  casei 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  informed  that 
the  order  of  the  House  does  not  cover  this  cue 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  The  only  objection  t^ 
granting  this  eeneral  leave  it  the  fear  thatve 
may  be  giving  tnatcourt some  jurisdiciion thereby, 
which  is  not  conferred  upon  it  by  the  law  of  ui 
organization. 

Mr.  SWOPE.  I  do  not  ask  to  hare  the  papen 
referred.  I  ask  for  leave  to  withdraw  them, 
merely. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Thenlnnderstaodtheptpen 
are  to  be  withdrawn  for  the  purpose  of  givui|^the 
parties  the  opportunity  of  presenting  them  at  the 
Court  of  Claims,  or  to  the  House  again,  as  they 
may  think  proper.  Well ,  sir,  I  have  been  on  the 
Committee  on  Claims,  and  I  know  what  di&til« 
ties  have  arisen  out  of  just  such  proceediogs  on 
the  part  of  the  House  as  we  are  now  aak^  to  take. 
Members  have  obtained  leave  to  withdraw  papen 
from  the  files  of  the  House;  the  parties  b«Teas> 
certained  upon  what  grounds  thev  have  lost  th^ 
cases  before  the  Committee  on  Claiina;  the?  hate 
revised  the  papers,  so  as  to  remove  the  dinculty, 
and  have  again  presented  them  in  a  ihape  by 
which  their  cases  were  made  out.  Thati8preci9^ 
ly  the  reason  why  I  object  to  the  gentlemao'i 
request  now  to  withdraw,  unconditioD&Ily,  tbeae 
papers. 

Mr.  SWOPE.  I  am  willing  that  copies  of  the 
papers  shall  be  left  on  file,  f  ask  leave  to  with- 
draw them  with  that  understanding. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  If  you  will  take  copies  and 
leave  the  original  papers,  I  have  no  objeciioo. 

Mr.  SWOPE.  No,  sir.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am 
very  much  surprised  at  the  objection  which  hai 
been  raised  by  my  friend  from  Yirffinia  to  the 
application  for  leave  to  withdraw  these  papen 
from  the  files  of  the  House.  I  will  withdraw  mj 
application,  hoping  that  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia  will  look  mto  the  case  and  satisfy  himself 
of  the  propriety  of  the  request. 

I  now  ask  leave  to  withdraw  from  the  filet  the 
letter  addressed  by  General  Hull  to  CaptaiD 
WaUace. 

There  being  no  objection,  leave  wai  granted. 

CLERK  TO  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  F0REIG5 

APP  VIRS. 

Mr.  PENNINGTON.  I  ask  kave  to  offerth« 
following  resolution: 

AmoJmJ,  Tbat  tbe  Committee  on  ForeifB  AttUn  ke  m- 
thorized  to  employ  a  clerk,  at  the  usual  rate  of  eoapeoMta, 
fbr  aucli  time  as  they  may  deem  neceasary. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  moTC  that  the 
House  do  now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  thcreapon  (at 
fifteen  minutes  before  four  o'clock)  the  Hook  ad- 
journed until  Monday  next,  at  twelve  o'clock,  a. 

IN  SENATE. 
MovDJLT,  Fc^mcry  25, 1856. 
Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  HEirtiCDu^. 
The  Journal  of  Thursday  last  was  read  wd  tp- 
proved. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 
The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  coaj 
municating,  in  comi^liance  with  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate,  information  of  the  amount  neceswjT 
to  complete  the  fortification  at  Pea  Patch  l»»w» 
in  the  Delaware  river,  and  the  time  within  vbicft 
the  work  can  be  done;  which,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Brooheao,  was  referred  to  the  Commiuee  oft 
Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
Also,  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  Ite  Wj 


act  of  February  28, 1855,  to  promote  the  effiaency 
of  the  Navy;  which,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Cut, 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  pnnwd. 

Also,  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  NaTy. 
communicating,  in  compliance  with  a  'J*!''*'^^ 
of  the  Senate,  the  correspondence  in  relation  w 
the  inspection  of  the  steam  frigate  San  -J^"! 
at  New  York,  on  her  late  return  from  the  w«* 
Indies;  which,  on  moUon  by  Mr.  BiodbJA^' 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  pnni«<»- 
PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN  presented  a  Pf.""^^ 
widowa  of  revolutionary  soldiew  rw«l  ^  "" 
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land  and  this  Grovernmcnt  in  reference  to  certain 
controverted  matters  of  construction  that  had 
arisen  upon  the  convention  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, of  July,  1850,  called  the  Clayton-Bulwer 
trcatv,  and  of  other  matters  connected  with  Cen- 
tral America  that  were  interesting  to  the  two  coun- 
tries. These  documents  have  gone  to  the  world, 
and  I  doubt  not  that  the  public  judgment  in  this 
country  is  made  up  on  tne  question  between  the 
two  countries,  as  to  on  which  side  the  right  is 
found. 

The  President,  in  his  annual  message,  while 
giving  to  the  country  a  brief  history  of  Uie  differ- 
ences that  had  arisen  between  the  Government 
of  England  and  this  Government  on  the  alleged 
attempts  on  the  part  of  England  to  recruit  her 
armies  for  the  Russian  war  by  enlistments  made, 
either  directly  or  indirectly,  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  United  States,  refrained — and,  doubt- 
less, refrained  on  proper  consideration — from 
communicating  to  tne  country  the  correspond- 
ence which  had  passed  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments on  that  subject.  He  said,  however,  that, 
at  d  future  day,  it  probably  would  become  im- 
portant or  desirable  to  communicate  that  inform- 
ation. 

We  have  seen,  within  the  last  few  days,  by  a 
late  arrival  from  England,  that  the  Earl  of  Clar- 
endon, who  is,  as  I  understand,  the  Minister  of 
Foreign  Relations  of  Great  Britain,  availed  him- 
self of  an  occasion  in  the  House  of  Lords  to  give 
the  British  version  of  those  difficulties.  As  lun- 
derstand,.sir,  that  noble  lord  was  either  not  in 
possession  of  all  the  information  connected  with 
that  subject,  or  he  looks  upon  it  in  a  very  differ- 
ent light  from  that  in  whicn  it  must  be  viewed  by 
this  country  and  by  our  Government. 

Sir,  it  has  been  the  usage — and  the  proper  usage, 
I  believe,  of  all  administrations — to  keep  our  rel- 
low-countrymen  informed  of  great  ana  Icfiding 
measures  or  events  affecting  the  interest  or  honor 
of  the  country.  The  public  judgment  is  thus 
made  up  in  advance  upon  safe  materials,  furnished 
for  the  purpose  of  general  information;  and  upon 
examining  into  this  subject,  I  have  become  satis- 
fied that  the  time  has  now  arrived,  more  especially 
in  view  of  what  has  transpired  in  England,  giving 
the  British  view  of  this  subject,  when  all  the 
documents  and  correspondence  connected  with  it 
should  be  laid  before  the  country;  and,  amongst 
other  reasons,  because,  if  not  done,  the  effect 
may  be  to  leave  our  people  either  uninformed  or 
misinformed  by  the  character  of  the  information 
which  has  been  given  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Atlantic. 

I  have  therefore  offered  this  resolution,  asking 
for  the  communication  of  all  the  correspondence 
and  documents  connected  with  the  attempt  of 
England  to  recruit  her  armies  for  the  Russian 
war — as  wc  believe,  in  deroCT.tion  of  the  sovereign 
rights  of  the  country,  and  in  violation  of  our 
police  laws. 

Mr.  JAMES.  Mr.  President,  I  wish  to  express 
my  hearty  concurrence  with,  and  approval  of, 
the  rcs(^ution  offered  by  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Virginia.  It  is  time,  sir,  that  the  country 
should  be  made  acquainted  with  all  thc.facts  con- 
nected with  the  pending  controversies  between 
our  Government  and  that  of  Great  Britain.  We, 
as  yet,  are  in  possession  of  the  documents  rela- 
tive to  one  of  the  two  great  questions  only,  pre- 
sented with  the  President's  annual  message,  and 
which  relate  to  what  is  termed  the  Central  Amer- 
ican question.  It  may  prove  that  those  which 
relate  to  the  other  question — that  of  enlistments 
in  this  country,  for  the  British  service  in  Russia — 
especially  demand  the  grave  consideration  of  - 
Congress.  I  do  not  design  to  anticipate  what  the 
President  may  deem  proper  to  communicate  on 
the  subject;  but  I  avail  myself  of  this  opportu- 
nity to  make  two  or  three  statements  of  matters 
most  important  to  the  country,  which  seem  to 
have  passed  from  notice  even  here,  and  to  be 
altogether  unknown  in  Great  Britain.  These 
facts,  on  due  reflection,  will  serve  to  fully  justify 
the  course  pursued  by  the  American  Govornnient. 

Sir,  the  British  declaration  of  war  against  Rus- 
sia bears  date  Westminster,  March  28, 1854.  On 
the  21st  of  April  ensuing,  Mr.  Crnmpton,  the 
British  Minister  to  the  United  States,  communi- 
cated the  fact  of  this  declaration  to  our  Govern- 
ment. (See  ExectUix'e  Doc,  1st  Series,  Vol.  xii., 
Tliirly'Third  Cong.,  H,  Doc.  103.) 

Mr  Crampton  also  presented  another  declara- 


tion, bearing  the  same  date,  in  which  his  Govern- 
ment expressed  its  intention  to  waive,  for  the 
present,  in  favor  of  neutral  commerce,  some  of 
Its  previous  pretensions  to  belligerent  rights. 
In  making  this  communication,  Mr.  Crampton 
proceeded  to  express  the  earnest  hope  or  his 
Grovcmment,  that  the  Government  of  tne  United 
State*  would  not  suffer  any  privateers  under  Rus- 
sian colors  to  be  fitted  out  and  equipped  in  any 
of  its  ports;  and  that  our  Government  would 
prevent  any  of  our  citizens  from  taking  part  in 
any  such  armament  of  the  nation,  or  in  any  other 
procedure  in  violation  of  a  strict  neutrality.  To 
this,  Mr.  Marcy,  Secretary  of  State,  replied, 
undir  date  of  the  same  month — April  28th;  and 
after  some  other  pertinent  observations,  proceeds 
to  say  to  Mr.  Crampton,  as  follows: 

<<  The  undersigned  is  directed  by  the  President  to  state  to 
her  MaJci!ity*B  Mtnister  to  this  Government  that  the  United 
States,  while  claiming  the  full  enJoymeM  of  their  rights  as 
a  neutfal  Power,  will  otwerve  the  strictest  neutrality  towards 
each  and  all  the  l>clliferents.  The  laws  of  this  country 
impose  severe  restrictioi^  not  only  upon  its  own  citizens, 
but  upon  all  persons  who  may  be  residents  wi^n  any  of 
the  Territories  of  the  United  States,  afainst  equipping  pri^ 
vateers,  receiving  commissions,  or  enlisting  men  therein 
fbr  the  purpose  or  taking  a  part  in  any  foreign  war.  It  is 
not  apprehended  that  there  will  be  any  attempt  to  violate 
the  laws ;  hut  should  the  Just  expectation  of  the  President 
be  disappointed,  he  will  not  lUl  in  his  duty  to  use  all  the 
power  with  which  he  is  invested  to  enforce  obedience  to 
them.  Considerations  of  interest  and  the  obligations  of  duty 
alike  give  assurance  that  the  citisens  of  the  United  States 
^will  in  no  way  comprorait  tlie  neutrality  of  the  country  by 
participating  in  the  contest  in  whidi  the  pdncipal  Powers 
of  Europe  are  now  unhappily  engaged." 

The  Senate  wiU  now  perceive,  that  Mr.  Marcy 
here  assures  the  British  Government,  in  the  most 
emphatic  and  explicit  terms,  not  only  that  our 
Government  will  not  allow  any  privateers  to  be 
fitted  out  or  equipped  in  any  of  our  ports,  but 
that  thev  will  not  allow  any  men  to  be  enlisted 
in  the  United  States.  I  may  here  remark  that, 
when  Mr.  Crampton  applied  to  have  naval  equip- 
ments in  favor  of  Russia  prevented,  he  seems  to 
have  entirely  lost  sight  of  tne  fact  that  such  equip- 
ments were  no  more  a  violation  of  the  laws  of 
neutrality,  than  the  enlistment  of  men  for  the 
land  service  of  Great  Britain;  or,  if  he  did  not 
Jose  sight  of  it,  he  should  have  borne  in  mind 
that  his  application  for  the  Government  to  pre- 
vent the  violation  of  the  laws  of  neutrality  in 
favor  of  Russia,  was  an  implied  pledge  of  honor 
that  neither  he  nor  his  Government  would  attempt 
their  violation  as  against  Russia,  and  in  favor  of 
Great  Britain.  Mr.  Marcy  would  never  have 
permitted  himself  to  presume,  that  Mr.  Crampton 
would  be  guilty  of  the  indecency  to  ask  the  United 
States  Government  to  maintain  its  neutrality 
against  Russia,  and  to  violate  it  in  favor  of  Great 
Britain.  We,  therefore,  had  a  perfect  right  to 
look  on  this  application  as  a  declaration  of  honor, 
on  the  peurt  of  tne  British  Government,  that  they, 
at  least,  would  respect  our  neutrality  and  our 
laws,  let  Russia  attempt  what  she  might. 

Notwithstanding  this  implied  pledge  of  honor, 
a  different  course  was  pursued.  The  British  Par- 
liament was  assembled  at  an  early  day,  on  the 
special  call  of  the  Minister.  It  met  on  the  12th 
day  of  December,  1654,  for  the  specifd  purpose, 
primarily,  of  enabling  the  Minister  to  have  a  law 
enacted  tor  the  enlistment  of  foreigner!^  into  the 
British  service.  The  bill  was  introduced  into  the 
House  of  Lords  on  the  first  day  of  the  session; 
and  had  its  second  reading  two  days  afterwards; 
and  was  pressed  with  the  whole  power  of  the 
Government  through  that  House  m  little  more 
than  one  week.  The  bill  was  introduced  by  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle,  then  Minister  of  War,  and 
was  advocated  and  defended  chiefly  by  him  and 
the  Marquis  of  Lansdowne.  It  was  earnestly  op- 
posed by  others,  such  as  the  Eiarl  of  Ellenborougn, 
and  the  Earl  of  Derby.  The  Minister,  it  is  true, 
did  not  expressly  say,  but  certainly  allowed  the 
House  of  Lords  to  suppose,  that  the  foreign  enlist- 
ments were  to  be  effected  by  secret  arrangements 
with  some  of'  the  Governments  of  Europe;  and 
under  this  false  impression  the  bill  finally  passed 
the  House  of  Lords.  All  this  appears  clearly 
from  the  speeches  delivered  on  both  sides  of  the 
question,  as  reported  by  Hansard. 

From  the  House  of  Lords  the  foreign  enlist- 1 
ment  act  was  introduced  into  the  House  of  Com- 
mons by  Lord  John  Russell,  and  pushed  through, 
by  his  efforts  and  those  of  Lord  Palmerston, 
against  the  most  anxious  and  earnest  resistance, 
not  only  of  their  political  opponents  in  the  Com* 


mom,  but  also  by  many  of  their  fiiends.  It  vm 
earnestly  opposed  by  Lord  Stanley,  Mr.  DiwieH, 
Sir  Edward  Lytton  Bulwer,  ana  many  otben) 
who  felt  and  declared  that  it  would  be  diibon* 
orable  to  England  thus  to  express,  indirectly,  a 
conviction  of  the  military  incompetency  of  her 
own  people,  and  to  traverse  other  countries  beg- 
ging or  stealing  mercenaries  to  figlit  her  bautei 
with  Russia.  To  all  this  the  reply  of  Lord  Job 
Russell  was,  as  well  as  that  of  Lord  Palmenton, 
we  must  have  the  bill,  for  we  cannot  cany  on  the 
war  without  it.  It  becomes  a  stem  necessity:  if 
you  pass  not  this  bill,  weshall  throw upoareoa- 
missions,  and  leave  the  country  withom  a  gov- 
ernment in  the  very  crisis  of  a  foreign  w. 
Thus,  and  only  thus,  they  succeeded  in  bdljiiw 
the  House  of  Commons  into  their  mearar«,  un 
pushed  the  bill  through,  against  the  better jndg. 
ment  of  many,  and  the  sense  of  honor  of  tite 
whole  body. 

Mr.  President,  in  reading  the  report  of  tk 
debate  in  the  House  of  Commons,  it  appean  that 
honorable€md  grave  members  intreateaMinisten 
to  say  how  and  where  they  expected  to  obtain 
foreign  troops;  that  the  Miiusters  were  fre({aently 
admonished  that  it  was  against  all  principle  for 
the  British  Government  to  tmdertake  to  enter 
within  the  limits  of  a  foreign  State,  for  the  par- 
pose  of  raising  recruits,  without  the  conseotof 
such  State ;  that,  shoidd  the  foreign  State  consent, 
'  it  would  be  a  violation  of  its  neutrality;  that,  if 
it  did  not  consent,  then  its  neutrality  would  be 
violated  and  outraged  by  Great  Bntain.  And 
one  member  put  bis  objections  in  the  foDowing 
language.  I  am  astonished  that  against  all  these 
remonstrances  the  bill  passed: 

^  Ifit  was  pointed  oat  that  tome  Power,  or  aone  fbma 
nation,  was  willing  to  allow  ita  Bubjecu  to  be  enlisted  by 
this  country  for  the  purpose  of  making  war  witb  Riwa, 
and  yet  maintain  its  neutrality — whieb  wi«  t  priodpie 
contended  (hr  by  some — then  he  asserted  that  it  was  a  du- 
gerous  principle  to  lay  down.  If  thid  w<*je  the  pnodpie  of 
the  bill,  what  couJd  we  say  if  RuMiia  were  to  bire  phrateen 
from  the  United  States  ?  Should  thev  not  be  told  that  ur 
country  might  *  let  out'  its  men  and  forces  without  breaka^ 
ita  neutrality,  and  that  we  had  oarselres  laid  down  ifaai 
principle  by  a  deliberate  act  of  the  Britisb  Pariiamrat.^ 

It  was  in  the  face  of  Mr.  Marcy*8  solemn  as- 
surance to  Mr.  Crampton  of  the  28lh  of  April, 
1854,  and  to  the  admonitory  argumentB  of  tlie 
opponents  of  the  bill  in  the  Hoasc  of  Commons, 
that  Lord  Palmerston,  having  procured  the  ewcl- 
ment  of  it,  proceeded,  in  February,  1855,  to  carry 
it  out  in  the  United  States.  Of  course,  the  lar 
officers  of  the  United  States  opposed  it.  We  all 
well  remember  the  a^tation,  and  the  flagrant  dis- 
turbance of  the  peace  which  the  enlistment  of  re- 
cruits for  the  British  service  produced  during  la* 
summer  in  Boston,  New  York,  and  Philadelphia. 
At  length  it  was  discovered  that,  although  the 
business  was  conducted  by  Sir  Gaspard  Le  Mar- 
chant,  the  British  GroveHior  of  Nova  Scotia,  jrci, 
in  fact,  it  was  under  the  cQnduct  and  zealous  per- 
sonal superintendence  of  Mr.  Crampton,  the  Bnt* 
ish  Minister  at  Washington.  The  PresideBt  hw 
of  course  demanded  of  the  British  GoremmcDt 
ample  reparation  for  this  outrage  a^nst  the  w^ 
ereignty  and  neutral  rights  of  the  United  States. 
He  would  have  dishonored  his  station' and  lii« 
countiy  had  he  omitted  to  do  so.  I  applaud  him 
myself-—!  believe  we  all  applaud  him;  and  erery 
American  will  applaud  him  for  his  course  to  p«rt 
a  stop  to  the  business  of  British  enlistowntsin  ojr 
land,  which  is  not  disunguishable  in  principle 
from  impressment  on  the  se^,  which  was  not  Ita* 
sternly  rebuked  by  Jefferson  and  Madisofl. 

Sir,  the  Earl  of  Clarendon,  in  the  speech  I^ 
cently  made  by  him  at  the  opening  of  Parliament, 
undertook  to  state  two  positions  which  rcqairew 
be  met  by  an  entire  contradiction  at  on^^'/^/JJ 
only  place  where  that  contradiction  can  be  doiw* 
with  authority— in  the  Senate  of  the  United  Ste«^ 

1.  Lord  Clarendon  assumes  to  justify  ih*«^ 
of  Mr.  Crampton,  and,  in  relation  to  l*>em,8*^ 
he  has  done  nothing  which  should  give  onior^ 
to  the  United  States;  nay,  that  what  he  did  «ai 
satisfactory  to  Mr.  Marcy.  I  takoitforgrant^' 
sir,  that  when  we  come  to  see  the  <*»*P*J?'^ 
we  shall  find  that  this  imposition  on  Mr.  Mw^ 
will  be  totally  destitute  of  foundation.  iMWifl 
of  being  satisfied  in  having  the  British  J^T^ 
service  prosecuted  in  the  United  States,  he  W'J» 
we  have  seen,  more  than  a  year  before,  so'^'"^- 
notified  the  British  Government  that  it  sbouWB» 
be  done.  As  to  the  participation  of  Mr.  OrawT 
ton  in  the  business,  it  is  absolutely  askHUsw^s 
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forest!  enlifltmeilt  bill  was  passed;  so  that,  in  all 
of  the  stibsequcnt  tranflaetions  of  the  British  Got- 
emmentat  home,  and  its  agents  upon  onr  border, 
and  its  Minister  here,  they  went  forward  to  their 
work  with  the  perftct  knowledg;e  of  our  statute 
law  on  the  subject,  furnished  by  our  own  Oor- 
emment,  and  a  warning  ihat  our  Qovernment 
would  enforce  the  law. 

Mr.  President,  within  a  few  months  after  that 
«  scheme  was  derised  in  England  for  enlisting 
men  in  foreign  countries.  The  foreign  enlistment 
bill  was  passed  by  the  British  Parliament.  It  was 
an  act  of  their  own.  It  was  an  act  to  inrite  men 
from  foreign  countries.  It  was  passed  by  the 
British  QoTemment  with  a  riew  to  engage  them 
in  the  Crimean  war;  and  while  upon  iu  passage 
it  was  opposed  and  denounced  as  an  unjustifiable 
measure,  which  would  necessarily  bring  the  Brit- 
ish CrOTernment  into  contact  with  neutral  nations 
by  the  attempt  to  violate  their  laws.  But  these 
representations  were  useless.  The  law  was  passed 
with  a  view  to  raise  men  in  foreign  countries  for 
the  British  military  service.  We  all  know  that. 
It  is  a  historical  fact  about  which  there  can  be  no 
dispute.  Immediately  after  that  law  was  passed, 
what  was  the  result? '  What  did  Lord  Clarendon 
himself  say  was  the  result  ?  The  instructions 
respecting  the  matter  were  communicated  to  Mr. 
Crampton,  the  first  fiict  of  which  we  have  notice 
in  this  country,  as  developed  in  the  tried  at  Phila- 
delphia, was  that  on  the  last  of  January,  1855. 
Persons  here  had  seen  this  law,  and  having  a  wish 
to  engage  in  the  British  military  service,  they 
applied  for  permission  to  do  so.  They  were 
iBtormed  by  Mr.  Crampton  tliat  he  could  not 
give  them  an  answer,  but  would  in  a  few  days, 
as  he  expected  instructions,  showing  conclusively 
that  sucn  instructions^ were  contemplated,  not  in 
consequence  of  previous  application,  but  to  meet 
them  whem  made ;  and  three  or  four  days  after — 
namely,  February  24, 1855— Mr.  Crampton  writes 
a  note,  saying  that  he  could  give  the  information. 
He  had  then,  as  he  said,  received  information 
from  home.  All  this,  and  indeed  all  the  whole 
proceedings,  contradict  the  assertion  of  Lord 
Clarendon,  that  this  business  of  recruiting  was 
adopted  in  EIngland  because  applied  for  here .  Lord 
Clarendon  *■  statement  is,  that  on  the  breaking  out 
of  the  war  applications  were  made  to  join  the 
British  army  in  the  East;  and  then  he  says  : 

'*  In  consequence  of  them,  instnictions  wore  sent  to  the 
Governor  of  Nova  Scotia,  to  consider  whether  persons  frnm 
the  United  States,  desiruusofenlistiog  in  the  Dniish  service, 
could  be  recoived  at  Halirax."  • 

Does  one  honorable  Senator  believe  such  a 

thing  r  Is  there  a  man  within  the  sound  of  my 

voice,  Senator  or  spectator,  who  believes  that  the 

British  Gk>vemment,  with  our  law  before  them, 

«ight  months  after  the  communication  of  Mr. 

Marcy,  wrote  to  the  Governor  of  Nova  Scotia  to 

ascertain  whether  they  could  receive  recruits  from 

the  United  States?    The  instructions  which  were 

fiven  the  Gtovemor  of  Nova  Scotia  were  sent,  as 
e  says,  to  Mr.  Crampton,  but  the  whole  meas- 
ure was  devised  by  the  British  Government.  It 
was  the  scheme  or  the  Government  from  the  be- 
gining  to  tho  end .  The  scheme  obviously  was  to 
get  men  in  Ourcountryto"evade"as  Mr.  Cramp- 
ton said — for  that  is  the  word  testified  to,  by  tne 
witnesses  who  swore  as  to  his  statements — to 
evade  the  operation  of  our  laws.  I  hold  in  my 
hand  the  report  of  the  Hertz  trial  at  Philadelphia, 
which  contains  the  statement  of  the  district  attor- 
ney and  of  Judffe  Kane — statements  condensed 
from  the  trial.  The  district  attorney  in  his  open- 
ing says: 

'  *'  I  have  said  that  the  war  in  the  Crimea  was  conducted 
by  the  British,  French,  aad  other  nations^  as  allies,  against 
the  single  power  of  Russia.  I  have  said  tJuu  the  conse- 
quence of  that  war  had  been  disastrous  to  the  besieging 
parties,  and  that  the  signs  of  the  times  indicated  the  still 
note  humiliating  ftite.  The  English  armr  having  met  the 
most  serious  loases,  the  Government  of  ^reat  Britain,  in 
direct  violation  of  her  duty  towards  us,  and  with  a  design  of 
mioleading  those  residents  of  the  United  States  who  did  not 
ftilly  comprehend  the  nature  of  our  laws,  devised  a  plan  for 
the  purpose  of  partially  regaining  the  position  and  standing 
which,  in  the  absence  of  the  exercise  of  the  advanced  mil- 
itary experience  of  the  age  they  had  lost. 

"  A  plan  for  this  purpose  was  adopted  and  attempted  to 
be  carried  out  by  his  Excellency  John  F.  Crampton,  the 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  her  Majesty,  assisted  by  several 
agents  of  the  British  Government,  witliin  the  territory  and 
Jurrisdiction  of  the  United  States ;  and,  I  think,  vou  will  be 
■atlsfled  that  Mr.  Crampton  thus  acted  with  the  knowledge 
and  approbation  of  his  Government.** 

I  will  not  detain  you,  Mr.  President,  with  the 
minute  details  which  are  scattered  through  the 


trial,  and  which  can  leave  no  doubt  on  the  mind 
of  any  man  who  reads  it.  I  may  remark,  how- 
ever, that  Mr.  Crampton  is  not  here  on  trial. 
We  are  trying  no  man.  We  are  dealing,  not 
with  strictly  legal,  but  with  moral  Jfacts.  We 
are  finding  out  truths  afifecting  tTie  welfare  and 
character  of  the  nation.  It  is  not  a  trial  before  a 
court  as  to  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  an  individual ; 
but  it  is  a  moral  trial,  to  ascertain  what  were  the 
general  facts  which  took  place,  what  were  the 
motives,  and  what  was  the  conduct  of  the  British 
Government  and  of  its  agents.  Judge  Kane, 
before  whom  this  case  was  tried,  iiTinnnmin^  up 
to  the  jury,  says,  sb  to  the  pretenses  of  the  Brttisa 
Gov^emment: 

"  Our  people  and  our  Government  have  been  accused  of 
forgetting  the  obligations  of  neutrality,  and  pushing  oooel  vet 
forward  into  the  conflicts  of  foreign  nations,  instead  of 
minding  our  own  business  as  neutrals  and  leaving  belliger- 
ents to  fight  out  their  own  quarrels.  For  one,  I  confess  that 
I  felt  surprised,  as  this  case  advanced,  to  learn,  that  during 
tho  very  time  that  these  accusattoss  were  ftilrainated  against 
the  American  people  by  the  press  of  Ei^and,  there  was, 
on  the  part  of  eminent  British  Amctionanes  here,  a  series 
of  arranj^cments  in  progreM,  carefully  digested,  and  com- 
bining all  sortii  of  people,  under  almost  all  sorts  of  influ- 
ences, to  evade  tlie  laws  of  the  United  States  by  which 
our  country  sought  to  enforce  its  neutrality — arrangements 
matured  upon  a  careful  inspection  of  the  different  sections 
of  our  statute  ingeniously  to  violate  their  spirit  and  principle 
without  incurring  their  penalty.** 

This,  sir,  is  true.  Get  men,  at  all  events,  was 
the  spirit  of  the  order,  but  take  care  not  to  be 
caught  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States;  and 
this  caution  runs  through  the  whole  matter. 

There  you  have  the  view  of  Judge  Kane  as 
disclosed  to  the  jury,  and  founded  upon  the  facts 
submitted  in  evidence.  Notwithstanding  this, 
what  do  we  find  to  be  the  assertion  of  Lord  Clar- 
endon? He  states  that  "These  instructions  were 
made  kjjiown  to  Mr.  Crampton,  and  he  wa^  told 
that,  however  desirous  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment were  to  obtain  recruits,  they  were  still  more 
anxious  that  there  should  be  no  violation*  or  in- 
fVingcment  of  the  municipal  law  of  the  United 
States. 'I  There  is  not  a  man  who  hears  that 
declaration  but  will  put  his  own  construction  on 
it.  The  plain  English  of  it  is,  "  We  want  the 
men  in  the  United  States;  go,  and  raise  them, 
but  take  care  to  avoid  their  law  if  you  can."  Wby, 
sir,  one  of  the  witnesses  who  testified  on  that 
trial  says,  that  Mr.  Crampton,  in  speaking  with 
him,  used  the  expression  that  "The  American 
law  was  very  lax;  do  not  expose  yourself  to  it; 
you  can  evade  it,  and  the  British  Gk)vemment  will 
support  you  in  so  doing. "  Lord  Clarendon  ob- 
serves, •*  Shortly  ailcrwards  an  agent  opened  an 
agency  ofiice,  and,  upon  complaint  being  made, 
Mr.  Crampton  desired  that  it  might  1^  made 
known  that  the  British  Government  did  not  re- 
cruit or  raise  soldiers  in  the  United  States,  and 
be  made  known  his  instructions  to  Mr.  Marcy, 
who  then  expressed  himself  satisfied. " 

Now,  I  aver  as  a  fact  that  there  is  no  foundation 
for  this  statement.  I  stand  here  on  my  responsi- 
bility, and  say  there  is  no  foundation  for  the  state- 
ment, that  Mr.  Marcy  ever  expressed  any  content 
.  or  satisfaction  at  the  course  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment. No  such  paper  can  be  found;  no  such, 
paper  was  issued.  Would  it  not  be  a  most  aston/ 
ishing  declaration,  after  the  letter  he  had  written, 
and  which  I  have  quoted,  and  after  the  informa- 
tion which  he  had  given  to  the  British  Minister, 
when  these  proceedings  became  matters  of  noto- 
riety through  the  country,  to  express  himself 
satisfied .'  And  yet  this  is  one  of  the  misstatements 
which  has  gone  to  the  world;  and  I  now  venture 
to  say,  when  the  papers  called  for  by  this  resolu- 
tion shall  come  in,  ycfM  will  find  nothing  in  them 
to  justify  the  statement  of  such  a  fact  by  the 
British  Government.  The  object  of  Lord  Clar- 
endon's statement  is  clear.  It  is  toproduce  its 
impression  on  the  British  people.  We  all  know 
that  our  friend,  John  Bull,  is  a  pretty  credulous* 
sort  of  animal.  He  swallows  readily  and  digests 
easily,  and  this  statement  of  Lord  Qarcndon  has 
already  produced  its  impression  upon  him;  and, 
I  may  add,  has  not  been  without  efitect  in  our  own 
■country. 

His  lordship  further  observes: 

"  The  passage  of  persons  wislUng  to  go  into  Canada  to 
enlist  was  paid ;  and  Judge  Kano  laid  down  the  rule  that, 
to  pay  the  passage  of  men  to  a  foreisn  port,  and  then  enlist 
them,  is  no  violation  of  international  law.** 

WJiat  is  the  object  of  that  statement  ?  Clearly 
to  satisfy  the  British  people  that,  in  the  whole 
eourse  of  this  business,  their  agents  had  kept 


within  our  law,  for  that  Judge  Kaae  hid  deeidei 
that  it  was  no  violation  of  law  to  take  men  fron 
here  and  enlist  them  in  British  territory.  Sir 
Judge  Kane  never  made  such  a  deciaioD-,  and,  n 
the  very  time  when  Lord  Clarendon  made  thii 
statement,  he  had  this  trial  before  him.  What 
did  Judge  Kane  say  ?  No  judge  could  ny  vbit 
he  is  represented  to  have  said^  beeaase  tWvould 
have  been  a  mere  evasion  of  law.  1  vill  ri4 
what  J«dge  Kane  says,  and  then  compare  it  vhh 
the  statement  of  Lonl  Clarendon.  Jsdge  Km 
■aid: 

"  The  act  of  Congress  is  in  these  words— I  read  the  vordi 
material  to  the  question,  leaving  om  diose  wUd  iffif  lot 
diflferent  state  of  circumstances :  *  If  any  pemn  tUL 
within  the  territory  of  the  United  Statei,  hire  or  nminw 
perwon  to  go  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  SutetjWtt 
the  intent  to  be  enlisted  in  the  service  of  a  forifn  piiMe, 
he  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor.' 

"  The  question  which  vou  have  to  pass  opoa  i»-^ 
Henry  Hertz  hire  or  retain  any  of  the  penoos  naoedia 
these  bills  of  indictment  to  go  beyond  the  limili  of  iht 
United  Smtes,  with  the  intent  to  be  enlisled  oc  naati  h 
the  service  of  a  ftireiga  State  ? 

"  Did  he  hire  or  retain  a  person  ?'' 

The  Senate  will  observe  that  the  principte  hid 
down  by  Judge  Kane  is  clear,  that  they  bare  no 
right  to  hire  people  here  with  a  view  toenlia 
them  in  the  British  dominions.  Judge  belaid 
down  the  principle  that  the  payment  of  tralupo^ 
tation  brings  them  within  the  law.  Jad^e  Kaoi 
may,  on  some  preparatory  investij^tioo  of  thii 
matter,  have  said :  **  You  must  bnng  thete  &cti 
home  to  the  person;  you  must  show  tbt,ii 
ffoing  to  Halifax  or  elsewhere  with  theie  people, 
he  went  with  that  view."  No  doubt  yoa  moat; 
the  intention  must  be  shown;  but  the ^Denlprio* 
ciple  is,  beyond  all  doubt,  that  to  hire  a  man  ii 
the  United  states  to  ^  to  Halifax  with  a  view  t» 
enlist,  is  a  palpable  violation  ofour  law,  and  thii 
fact  is  a  palpable  contradiction  to  the  asseitioi 
made  by  Lord  Clarendon,  and  at  this  moment 
believed  by  nine  tenths  of  the  British  peonia. 
There  is  not  the  slightest  foundation  for  it  Oor 
law  is  as  plain  as  words  can'  make  it.  Oar  coortt 
have  interpreted  it,  and  our  juries  have  decided 
according  to  its  plain  word*.  Allow  me  to  read 
once  again  what  Lord  Clarendon  suid  on  that  nb- 
ject:  / 

"The  paangeof  ptrMmwishi^  togoiatoCaaaiia 
enlist  was  paid;  and  Judge  Kane  li^  down  the  rale  dm  s 
pay  the  passage  of  men  to  a  Ibreign  pon,  and  thea  caMs 
them,  is  no  violatioo  of  intenkatloaal  kw.'*. 

In  addition,  let  me  add  another  extnct  froB 
Judge  Kane  addressed  to  the  jury,  and  let  that 
be  ^aced  in  juxtaposition  with  Xjoird  Clsxendo&'i 
declaration: 

"  Judge  K  AHB.  The  meaning  of  the  law,  then,  l«  ^ 
that  if  any  person  shall  engage,  hire,  retain,  or  m^nr 
other  person  to  go  outside  of  the  United  States  todotks 
which  he  could  not  do  if  he  remained  in  the  United  Aato, 
viz :  to  take  part  in  a  foreign  quarrel ;  if  be  bimaaoiba 
to  go,  knowing  that  it  is  his  intent  to  enlist  when  be  aniva 
out;  if  he  engages  him  to  go  because  he  has  tncbaaiBieat 

to  enlist  when  he  arrives  out;  if  he  engagei  bfcn  to  go  be- 
cause he  has  such  an  intent,  then  the  oaeve  iseempim 
>ln  the  secUon.  Every  resident  of  the  United  Sate*  to 
right  to  go  to  Halifhx  and  there  to  enlist  in  aarannyM 
ases ;  but  it  is  not  lawAil  for  a  person  to  en^  »<»« 
ere  to  go  to  Haliikx  for  that  purpose.  It  •  the  binif 
f  the  person  to  so  beyond  the  United  States,  that  p'nm 
having  the  inteuuon  to  enlii«t  when  he  arrives  out,  aad  [W 
intention  being  known  to  the  party  hiring  hiffl,aBd  tiai 
intention  being  a  portion  of  the  consideration  becaaNn 
which  he  hires  him,  that  dcAnes  the  offense.** 

'And  to  engage  men  here,  in  order  to  «oJ**|JJ 
Halifax,  was  precisely  the  plan  of  the  Briti» 
Government,  tne  superintendency  of  which  ta 
intrusted  to  their  Mmister  here,  and  to  the  L^J* 
tenant  Gh)vemor  of  Nova  Scotia;  and  for  which 
large  sums  of  money  were  advanced  and  ex* 
pended. 

Mr.  President,  I  observe  that  some  of  onr  owi 
newspapers  speak  of  an  apology  having  been 
made  by  the  British  Grovemment;  and  I  obacrt* 
that  the  most  reckless  of  all  reckless  joamaw- 
the  London  Tiroes-^in  an  article  just  ^^^J^ 
states  that  there  have  been  apologies  enough  made 
by  England  to  satisfy  ten  European  tnonarcbici. 
Sir,  standing  here  in  my  place,  ^  ^J  ^^ 
apology  has  ever  been  maae.  Lord  ^'*''"rjj 
in  the  speech  before  me,  does  not  saja«uigl« 
word  about  apology  in  the  statement  of  hiB  otn 
case.  The  British  Government,  as  I  understandi 
from  time  to  time,  when  the  subject  has  been 
alluded  to,  has  said  to  us:  "  Your  law  waa  not 
violated,  and  we  will  not  believe  that  our  offiwfl 
ever  violated  it."  'That  is  the  nearest  ^^J^ 
came  to  im  apology,  which,  it  is  said,  woiiM  »i- 
isfy  ten  European  kingdoms.  I  repeat,  oo  »f»^ 
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in  our  intereoane  with  nations,  and  hoarding 
them  up»  and  bringing  them  to  bear  when  they 
are  most  sensitively  felt,  and  in  a  critical  position 
we  should  be  considered  by  the  world  rather  as 
a  quarrelsome  nation,  seeking  for  occasion  of 
quarrel,  than  as  a  people  of  conscious  power, 
knowing  how  really  to  maintain  our  high  dig- 
nity. 

1  think  there  is  no  man  here  who,  if  the  real  dig- 
nity or  honor,  of  his  country  is  at  stake,  ought  to 
stand  back  from  an^  extremity,  even  of  honorable 
warfare  if  necessary.  But  I  would  respect  my 
dignity  too  highly  to  be  making  it  the  subject  of 
discussion,  and  seeking  to  make  victims  of  subor- 
dinates acting  under  instructions  from  their  supe- 
riors, after  thc-Home  Government,  as  I  understand 
has  been  done  here,  has  made  atonement  and 
acknowledgment  for  the  offense.  That,  ac.cording 
to  my  sense  of  the  honor  of  my  country  and  its 
laws,  redresses  every  wrong  and  heals  every  in- 
dignity; and,  much  as  I  regret  to  differ  from  my 
honorable  friend  from  Michigan,  so  much  more 
capable  of  advising  than  I  am,  yet  I  do  differ  with 
him  when  he  says,  he  trusts  that  this  Gk>vemment 
has  demanded  the  recall  of  Mr.  Crampton.  Sir, 
wheh  that  has  been  done,  what  then  ? — ^how  do  we 
stand  ?  Is  our  honor  any  the  brighter  for  this  ? 
Does  our  character  as  a  great  nation,  and  not  only 
as  agreat  nation  but  as  a  great  Republic,  stand  any 
higher  ?  Is  it  out  of  such  little  things  as  that, 
such  small  and  obscure  sources,  that  the  dignity 
of  this  country  and  its  character  are  to  flow  ? 
Oh !  no !  sir,  not  at  all.  It  is,  thank  God,  upon  a 
broader  and  lofUer  basis,  and  we  shall  better  con- 
sult it  by  overlooking  little  things  than  by  heap- 
ing them  up  as  causes  of  national  quarrel  and 
national  conflict. 

I  should,  therefore,  have  been  better  satisfied 
to  know  that  when  this  atonement  was  made 
by  the  British  Government,  our  Government  had 
said:  **  We  accept  it  with  the  same  frankness  with 
which  it  has  been  offered.  We  accept  it,  and 
no  more  complaint  shall  be  heard  of  this  offense, 
such  as  it  was  in  its  origin.  Now,  that  you  have 
made  this  acknowledgment,  the  complaint  shall 
pass  into  oblivion.  We  desire  only  to  maintain 
our  rights  and  to  repulse  every  attempt  that  can 
be  justly  considered  by  any  one  as  an  invasion 
of  them.  All  we  have  desired  has  been  done; 
we  are  satisfied  and  have  no  more  to  say  about 
it." 

It  seems  to  me  that,  either  as  a  nation  or  as  an 
individual,  that  would  have  been  the  most  proper 
course  to  pursue.  1  regret  exceedingly  that  it 
has  been  followed  up  by  any  such  demand  as 
that  which  is  supposed  to  have  been  made,  or 
which  my  honorable  friend  fVom  Michigan  thinks 
ought  to  be  made.  What  else  shall  we  demand?  Is 
the  gentleman's  measure  of  satisfaction  and  of 
honor  filled  by  the  recall  of  Mr.  Crampton?  Have 
we  nothing  more  to  demand  on  this  subject?  Will 
we  promise  a  full  acquittance  of  it  when  that  is 
done?  Would  it  not  be  as  well — would  it  not  be 
magnanimous — to  ^ive  that  acquittance  now  at 
once?  What  additional  consideration  does  the 
withdrawal  of  this  Minister  furnish  any  reason 
for  the  acquittance  which  we  are  to  give,  or  what 
sort  of  international  consideration  is  it  on  which 
we  must  acknowledge  ourselves  satisfied?  I  do 
not  know,  sir,  where  this  thin^  will  stop,  unless 
it  is  to  stop  exactly  at  that  point  where  between 
two  individuals  it  would  stop — upon  an  acknowl- 
edgment being  made  and  the  error  or  the  ofifense 
declared  to  be  unintentional.  That  is  the  end  of 
it — the  natural  and  honorable  end  of  it,  and  ought 
to  be  the  national  end.  Such  is  my  judgment  on 
this  question. 

Mr.  MASON.  Mr.  President,  when  I  offered 
the  resolution  calling  for  this  information  I  con- 
tented myself  (as  I  thought  it  became  me  to 
do)  with  stating  to  the  Senate  only  the  impres- 
sions which  I  entertained,  that,  as  we  had  no  in- 
formation upon  the  subject  except  that  which  was 
derived  from  British  sources,  the  public  mind 
possibly  might  be  misled,  and  that  justice  would 
not  be  done,  in  the  judgment  of  our  countrymen, 
on  the  questions  at  issue  between  the  two  Gk>v- 
emments.  I  refrained  from  going  into  the  merits 
of  the  Question  at  all;  but,  sir,  my  judgment,  that 
it  was  aesirablc  that  we  should  have  full  and  au- 
thentic information,  not  only  of  what  has  passed 
between  the  two  Grovemments,  but  of  the  action 
of  the  Executive  upon  it,  has  been  fully  confirmed 
Uy  the  remarks  that  have  just  fallen  from  the 


honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky.  If  one  as 
well  informed  as  the  honorable  Senator  is  should 
be  yet  under  the  impression  that  Grreat  Britain  has 
made  any  atonement  to  this  country,  far  more 
such  atonement  as  this  country  should  receive 
for  the  alleged  indignity  and  insult  put  upon  the 
country,  if  it  be  true  that  she,  in  aerogation  of 
the  sovereign  rights  of  our  people  and  of  our  police 
laws,  has  sought,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  recruit 
her  armies  within  our  limits— -it  makes  manifest 
how  important  it  is  that  the  whole  correspondence 
should  see  the  light. 

I'saj  to  that  honorable  Senator  that,  so  far  as 
lam  informed,  when  the  facts  are  promulged, 
as  they  will  be  by  the  pubUcation  of  this  corre- 
spondence, he  will  find  that  no  atonement — none 
— ^has  been  offered  by  the  British  Government  to 
this,  whatever  may  have  been  said  across  the 
water,  or  by  any  portion  of  the  American  press, 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  I  think  more, 
sir;  I  think,  when  tlie  correspondence  comes  under 
the  eye  of  that  honorable  Senator,  he  will  find  that 
in  the  remarks  which  he  has  made,  either  as  to 
the  measures  which  the  GK)vemment  have  already 
adopted,  or  as  to  those  which  it  may  hereafter 
adopt  in  vindication  of  the  national  honor  as  con- 
nected with  this  subject,  he  will  find  that  he  has 
made  his  leap  before  he  came  to  the  stile. 

Sir,  I  think  it  will  be  found,  when  the  papers 
are  laid  before  the  country,  that,  in  the  whole  con- 
duct of  this  affaironthe  part  of  our  Grovernment, 
there  has  been  conciliation — entire  conciliation. 
There  ht^  been  no  purpose  or  desire  to  inflame 
the  public  mind  at  home  or  abroad,  but  there  has 
been  a  fixed  and  settled  purpose  to  maintain  the 
national  honor  at  home,  and  to  see  that  it  is  main- 
tained in  our  foreign  intercourse;  and  I  tliink  the 
honorable  Senator  will  find  that  the  Grovernment, 
in  vindicating  the  national  honor,  is  in  pursuit  of 
no  insignificant  game ;  but  that  the  measures  which 
have  been  projected  so  far,  and  any  others  which 
may  follow,  I  think  that  honorable  Senator  will 
a^ee,'  are  the  measures  appropriate  to  the  occa- 
sion and  required  by  it. 

I  do  not  mean  now  to  go  further  into  this  mat- 
ter; I  do  not  mean  to  ^o  into  the  merits  of  the 
controversy.  They  will  be  disclosed  when  the 
documents  are  before  us;  and  I  think  we  shall 
then  have  the  entire  concurrence  of  that  honorable 
Senator,  both  as  to  the  way  in  which  that  corre- 
spondence has  been  conducted,  and  the  demands 
that  are  made  under  it. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  do  not  desire,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, to  interpose  any  objection  to  the  passage 
of  the  resolution.  It  may  be  best,  and  it  may  be 
wisest,  that  all  the  knowledge  which  our  Govern- 
ment may  possess  should  be  submitted  to  the 
Senate  and  the  public.  My  purpose  in  rising  is 
simply  to  propound  a  question  to  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  and  the 
distinguished  Senator  from  Michigan,  or  either 
of  them,  if  they  shall  be  able  to  give  me  the 
information  for  which  I  seek. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia  says,  as 
I  understand  him,  that  no  atonement  whatever 
on  the  part  of  the  British  GK)vemment  has  been 
made — I  think  that  was  the  language  just  used; 
but  I  desire  to  ask  whether  Mr.  Buchanan  did 
not,  in  a  note  to  Lord  Clarendon,  on  the  receipt 
of  his  explanation,  express  himself  satisfied  with 
what  Lord  Clarendon  had  said  ?  I  have  heard 
that  suggested.  Is  there  any  foundation  for  such 
a  report  ?  To  my  knowledge  such  a  suggestion 
has  been  made.  For  the  purpose  of  being  well 
informed  in  the  matter,  I  desire  to  know  wnetlier 
such  was  the  fact  or  not. 

Mr.  MASON.  With  reference  to  that  I  will 
say  only  this.  I  will  first  repeat  that  I  am  not 
familiar  with  the  whole  correspondence  that  has 
passed  between  our  Minister  and  the  British  Min- 
ister on  this  subject;  but  I  can  very  well  under- 
stand that,  in  the  delays  that  ensued  in  conducting 
a  correspondence— not  immediately,  but  medi- 
ately— because  the  correspondence  is  necessarily 
conducted  between  the  Secretary  of  State  here 
and  the  American  Minister  at  London,  and  medi- 
ately through  him  with  the  British  Minister — that 
in  tne  delays  which  ensued  in  conducting  such  a 
correspondence  with  the  irregularity  of  the  mails 
—I  can  very  well  understand  that  Mr.  Buchanan, 
not  in  possession  of  all  the  facts  fVom  home,  may, 
in  reply  to  some  note,  or  in  conversation,  h^ve 
so  expressed  himself;  but  I  am  not  specially  in- 
formed about  it. 


Mr.  TOUCBY.  Mr.  President,  I  hope  the 
Senate  will  not  be  dravm  into  a  debate  upon  t 
correspondence  which  is  not  before  us.  Tl« 
whole  correspondence  between  the  two  GoTern- 
ments  upon  this  subject  is  locked  up  amnng  the 
secrets  of  the  Executive  Department,  and  I  hare 
been  somewhat  surprised  that  any  opinion  should 
be  intimated  by  any  honorable  Senator  upon  that 
correspondence,  or  upon  the  conduct  of  the  Gov- 
ernment  which  is  evinced  by  that  correspondence. 
Sir,  we  do  not  ktiow  that  the  Executive  will  com- 
municate that  correspondence  to  the  Senate  or  w 
the  House.  ^  It  rests  with  the  Executive  wheiher 
it  shall  be  laid  before  us  or  not.  It  is  not  for  (he 
Senate  or  for  the  House  to  say  whether  the  cor- 
respondence shall  be  drawn  forth  from  the  Exec- 
utive Department,  and  laid  before  the  country: 
therefore  it  is  that  the  honorable  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  presenu  thti 
resolution,  calling  on  the  President,  if  he  does  not 
deem  it  incompatible  with  the  public  interest,  to 
send  to  us  the  correspondence,  so  that  it  shall  bo 
made  public. 

Now,  sir,  I  think  no  honorable  Senator  is  au- 
thorized to  say  what  is  the  purport  of  that  corre- 
spondence, or  what  'will  be  the  opinion  of  the 
Senate  or  the  opinion  of  the  country  upon  it,  for 
the  simple  reason,  that  we  are  not  in  possesaioo 
of  it;  we  are  not  in  possession  of  the  coor^  of 
otir  Government,  or  tne  course  of  the  British  Got- 
ernment.  I  know  that  we  have  a  partial  disdosuro 
from  the  Earl  of  Clarendon,  in  the  British  Parlia- 
ment, givins:  the  British  version;  and  I  am  not 
surprised,  that  an  honorable  Senator  should  b*'  led 
into  any  misapprehension  on  the  subject  by  tbt 
disclosure  of  the  British  side  of.  the  question. 

I  hope,  sir,  that  we  shall  not  debate  the  subject 
before  we  are  in  possession  of  the  facts  m  imrd 
to  it.  I  trust  that  the  correspondence  will  be 
promptly  laid  before  the  Senate  in  order  that  we 
may  form  a  just  opinion  upon  its  merits,  and 
upon  the  course  which  the  Gfovernment  has  par- 
sued.  I  am  in  favor  of  the  resolution  whicp  is 
before  us,  for  the  simple  reason,  that  the  British 
Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  has  undertaken  to 
speak  upon  the  subject,  but  he  has  not  given  the 
correspondence  to  the  British  public.  He  hai 
'  made  certain  statements  which,  i  apprehend,  are 
calculated  to  mislead  the  public  mind  in  that  coun- 
tiy  and  in  this.  The  antidote  is  the  publication 
of  the  correspondence  that  is  called  for,  and  I 
hope,  that  without  debate  in  advance,  the  antidote 
will  be  applied. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  Mr.  President,  I  haw 
not  designed  (to  use  the  language  of  my  friend 
from  Virginia)  to  take  any  leap  upon  this  sub- 
ject—very far  from  it.  I  feel  that  it  is  one  of 
sufficient  gravity  to  merit  our  very  serious  con- 
sideration; and  as  for  my  humble  self  1  desire 
to  take  none  but  the  most  measured  steps  in  re- 
lation to  it— no  leaping.  It  is  only  because  U 
seems  to  me  that  other  gentlemen  have  been  plajr- 
ing  alittle  at  that  game  that  1  have  interposed  a 
word  on  the  subject. 

I  have  supposed  that  the  British  Goverainent 
made  the  acknowledgments  and  atonements  thm 
I  have  indicated;  and  my  remarks  haw  been 
based  on  that  supposition.  The  gentleman  seems 
to  suppose  that  I  have  leaped  in  the  dark;  m 
yet  he  himself,  I  find,  is  extremely  chary  in  an- 
swering the  question  which  is  put  to  him,  *'p"^ 
Mr.  Buchanan  has  not  acknowledged  hmt» 
satisfied  with  the  atonement  oflered  by  the  mm 
Government.  His  answer  rather  supposes  m 
such  an  acknowledgment  may  have  ****"  °*ff.' 
but  our  distinguished  diplomat  acted  too  hastily, 
he  made  a  leap  in  the  dark;  he  was  miita««w 
acknowledging  it.  ,  ,^ 

Sir,  I  have  not  introduced  this  subject,  nor  haw 
I  anticipated  what  will  appear  on  the  commMfM- 
tion  of  the  correspondence  for  which  this  re^j 
tion  calls.  My  honorable  friend  from  Coum^ 
cut  [Mr.  ToucETj  has,  perhaos,  adroiniste^,* 
very  just  admoniuon.  I  would  take  it  to  my  ^^ 
cheerfully,  and  endeavor  to  conform  [o  » 


and 


improve  by  it;  but  I  suppose  that,  on  J("V^, 
sion,  it  is  rather  addressed  to  my  *»onorablf »"  . 
who  first  spoke  on  the  subject-the  honora''^ 
genUeman  from  Virginia  [Air.  Mason]  *»? 
at  the  head  of  the  Committee  on  ^^J}\fZ 
tions,  and  the  honorable  Senator  from  Micwg»". 
[Mr.  Cass.I  .    tAjnk 

The  gentleman  says  we  had  better  vffH}-  *  .  . 
»  so;  I  think  it  would  have  been  betteriT  *« " 
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we  both  been  hare  and  voted,  the  result  would 
have  been  precisely  the  same.  I  need  not  say 
to  you,  sir,  nor  to  the  members  of  the  House, 
that  no  member  more  strenuously  opposed  your 
election  than  I  did;  and  I  need  not  add,  in  this 
connection,  that  had  I  been  present,  and  at  liberty 
to  vote  on  that  occasion,  I  should  have  voted  for^ 
Mr.  AiKEK,  of  South  Carolina,  for  whom  I  have 
always  entertained  the  kindest  personal  feelings, 
and  with  whom  it  has  been  my  pleasure  to  act, 
politicaUy,  during  the  time  I  nave  served  with 
nim  in  Conffress. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  (by  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House)  said:  I  desire  to  submit  a  few  re- 
marks to  the  House  upon  the  same  point  to  which 
the  ^ntleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Craioe] 
has  lust spoken.  Like  him,  in  certain  portions 
of  the  country  comments  have  been  made  upon 
the  fact  that  my  name  did  not  appear  upon  the 
record  of  the  final  vote  for  Sneaker  of  this  House. 
It  is  known  here  that  I  haa  paired  off  with  Mr. 
Emrie,  of  Ohio.  He  had  voted  steadily  for  you, 
Mr.  Speaker,  for  some  weeks  before  I  paired  off 
with  him.  If  both  of  us  had  voted,  the  result 
would  have  been  the  same — he  would  have  voted 
for  you,  and  I  for  Mp*.  Aiken;  and  I  need  not 
say  that,  if  I  had  been  Entitled  to  vote,  I  should 
have  voted  with  great  pleasure  for  my  friend. 
Governor  Aikev,  of  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  need  not  say  to  you,  nor  need 
I  say  to  this  House,  that  I  was  opposed  to  your 
election — not  upon  any  personal  grounds;  for  be- 
tween you  and  me  there  is  no  reason  why  I  should 
have  any  personal  objection;  but  it  was  upon 
political  grounds,  it  was  upon  the  ground  that  1 
did  not  believe  that  your  election  would  contribjxte 
so  much  to  tighten  the  bonds  which  bind  these 
States  together,  as  would  the  election  of  my  friend 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Aiken.] 

It  is  well  known  to  the  House,  sir,  that,  frbm 
the  first  moment  of  the  struggle  to  the  close  of 
the  contest,  I  was  opposed  to  your  election.  And, 
sir,  if  I  had  reasons  for  that  opposition  then,  they 
are  doubly  strengthened  now.  I  know  that,  if  my 
friend  from  South  Carolina  had  been  placed  in 
that  chair,  the  section  of  the  country  from  which 
I  come — the  fifteen  States  west  of  the  Alleghany 
mountains — would  have  had  some  Representatives 
upon  the  Corfimittee  on  Naval  Affairs;  that,  in  the 
danger  which  is  now  impending  over  us,  some 
voice  would  in  that  committee  be  heard  in  favor 
of  increasing  the  Navy  till  our  guns  could  pro- 
tect our  commerce,  ana  take  care  of  our  interests 
in  every  ocean  upon  the  globe.  There  would 
have  been  from-  tnose  fifteen  States  more  than 
one  voice  upon  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs, 
to  urge,  by  all  honorable  means,  the  settlement 
of  all  difficulties  between  this  country  and  Great 
Britain;  but  if  our  difficulties  cannot  be  honor- 
ably settled,  if  war  must  be,  then  there  will  be 
a  million  of  soldiers  ready  to  pour  out  their  heart's 
blood  to  defend  our  honor,  our  rights,  and  our 
soil  beneath  the  flag  of  our  whole  country. 

Mr.  HUGHSTON.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  rise  to  a 
question  of  privilege.  My  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  matter  by  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  and  I  thank  him  for  having  done  so. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  there  is  no  objecUon  the 
gentleman  will  proceed. 

There  was  no  objection. 

Mr.  HUGHSTON.  On  the  25th  of  January, 
as  I  publicly  announced  to  the  House  at  the  time, 
having  learned  that  there  was  violent  sickness  in 
my  family,  I  made  an  arrangement  with  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Craige]  to  pair 
off  with  him  until  the  9th  of  February  ensuing. 
Mr.  Craige  had  uniformly  voted  for  the  Demo- 
cratic nominee  for  the  Speakership,  and  I  had 
as  constantly  cast  my  vote,  after  Mr.  Campbell's 
withdrawal,  for  the  gentleman  who  now  fills  the 
chair.  We  paired  oflTon  all  Questions,  and  neither 
of  us  voted  until  the  time  nxed  had  elapsed.  I 
bad  perfect  confidence  in  Mr.  Craige 's  integrity; 
I  suppose  he  had  like  confidence  in  mine.  No 
harm  was  done  to  either  side.  The  Democratic 
party,  to  which  he  belonged,  was  not  harmed  by 
nis  absence;  nor  was  the  Republican  party,  the 
principles  of  which  I  professed,  in  the  least  injured 
by  my  absence. 

Many  of  the  correspondents  of  New  York 
papers  have  published  tnat  I  was  absent  without 
giving  any  sort  of  explanation.  I  am  not  under 
any  obligations  to  those  gentlemen  who  have  been 
careful  to  state  my  absence  without  at  the  same 


time  stating  the  reason  for  it,  which  was  publicly 
announced  in  this  House. 

LEGISLATIVE  ACTS  OF   KANSAS. 

Mr.  GROW.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  to  introduce  a  bill  of  which  previous 
notice  has  been  given. 

Mr.  LETCHER.    Read  for  information. 

The  title  of  the  bill  was  read,  and  is  in  these 
terms: 

A  bill  to  annul  certain  acts  of  the  Legislative 
Assembly  of  Kansas,  and  to  secure  to  the  people 
of  said  Territory  their  rights  and  privileges. 

Mr.  LETCHER  and  others  objected. 

MIUTART  ACADEMY  IN  THE  MISSISSIPPI 

VALLEY. 
Mr.  THORINGTON.    I  ask  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  House  to  offer  the  following  reso- 
lution of  inquiry : 

Retolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  AflUre  be,  and 
thev  are  hereby,  ingtmcted  to  Inquire  into  the  expediency 
and  propriety  of  establishing  a  United  States  Military  Acad 
emy  ana  school  of  practice  in  the  valley  of  the  U|K»erMi»- 
siisippi,  in  which  there  shall  also  be  professorships  of  mining, 
agricultural  and  mechanical  engineering,  and  to  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise :  That  said  committee  seport  to  this  Hnase 
whether  Rock  Island,  in  the  Mifsissippi  nver,  between  Da- 
venport, Iowa,  and  Rock  Island,  Illinois,  is  not  peculiarly 
fitted  for  the  site  of  said  institution,  and  whether  it  ought 
not  to  be  set  apart  Ibr  that  purpose,  and  snch  legislation  had 
as  will  accomplish  the  object  of  the  first  resolution. 

Mr.  SAVAGE.  I  will  say  to  the  gentleman 
from  Iowa  that,  if  he  will  make  his  resolution 
general  in  its  terms,  and  not  confine  the  inquiry 
to  the  fitness  of  the*  upper  Mississippi,  but  that 
the  committee  shall  report  on  the  propriety  of 
establishing  a  military  academy  in  tne  valley  of 
the  Mississippi,  I  shall  interpose  no  objection; 
but  while  it  is  confined  to  the  upper  Mississippi, 
and  to  a  particular  island  in  theAlississippi,!  must 
object.  If  the  modification  suggested  be  adopted, 
the  gentleman  will  find  it  will  be  well  supported. 

Mr.  THORINGTON.  I  accept  the  modifies- 
tion  which  the  gentleman  has  indicated. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Clerk  wiU  read  the  res- 
olution as  modified. 

The  Clerk  read  the  resolution,  as  follows: 

Retohedy  That  the  Committee  on  Military  AflUra  be, 
and  they  are  hereby,  iiutmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency and  propriety  of  esublishing  a  United  States  mili- 
tary academy  and  school  of  practice  in  the  Talley  of  the 
Mississippi,  in  which  there  shall  aUK»  be  professorships  of 
mining,  akricultural,  and  mechanical  engmeering ;  and  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  do  not  object  to 
the  resolution  as  it  now  stands,  but  I  will  say  that 
I  am  opposed  to  the  whole  system  of  military 
academies.  I  will  vote  for  the  establishment  of 
110  new  ones,  and  will  cheerfully  vote  for  the  abo- 
lition of  the  one  which  we  now  have. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  resolution  was 
adopted. 

INTRODUCTION  OP  A  BILL- 

Mr.  BARKSDALE,  by  unanimous  consent, 
in  pursuance  of  previous  notice,  introduced  a  bill 
with  the  following  title: 

A  bill  to  confirm  and  authorize  certain  sales  of 
public  lands  in  Mississippi  and  Alabama;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

CLERK  TO  THE  MILITARY  COMMITTEE. . 

Mr.  aUTTMAN.  I  rise,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  have 
made,  bv  unanimous  consent,  a  modification  of 
the  resolution  which,  on  my  motion,  was  adopted 
the  other  day,  and  which  authorized  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Afifairs  to  employ  a  clerk. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Alabama.  Ir  the  gentleman 
will  yield,  I  will  withdraw  the  motion  to  recoq* 
eider  the  vote  by  which  the  resolution  was  adopted, 
so  the  gentleman's  modification  may  be  maae  by 
unanimous  consent.     [Cries  of  **  No!**] 

Mr.  CtUITMAN.  I  understand  that  on  Thurs- 
day last,  when  I  had  left  the  Hall,  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama  [Mr.  Cobb]  moved  a  reconsider- 
ation, under  the  impression  that  the  clerk  would, 
under  the  resolution ,  receive  a  compensation  larger 
than  was  intended,  and,  it  was  thought,  any  con- 
struction would  allow  him  to  receive.  If  I  have 
the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House,  and  the 
motion  to  reconsider,  as  has  been  proposed,  be 
withdrawn,  I  shall  then  modify  the  resolution,  so 
as  to  obviate  any  objection  of  the  character  men- 
tioned. The  resolution,  as  it  now  reads,  is  as 
follows: 

"  Rnohtdj  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Allkin  be, 
and  they  are  hereby,  authorised  to  employ  a  clerk,  at  the 


same  compenaatioii  aOowsd  him  it  the  last  lesiioB  of  Om. 
grcss." 

My  modification  is,  that  the  sainep«r  dim  coo- 
pensation  be  allowed  him  as  was  allowed  at  tlie 
last  session. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  withdraw  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider.   

Mr.  HOUSTON.  If  the  resolution  can  be  mod- 
ified by  unanimous  consent,  that  is  one  thing; 
if  not,  then  I  do  not  wish  the  motion  to  recoil 
aider  withdrawn.  I  think  the  resolution  maybe 
construed  as  my  friend  haa  stated.  The  better 
plan,  in  my  opinion,  is  to  say  in  those  reaolt. 
tions  for  the  employment  of  clerks  what  the  ftr 
diem  compensation  shall  be,  and  not  to  dm  the 
words  '*  usual  compensation,"  or  "  that  was  re- 
ceived at  the  last  session  of  Congress."  We 
should  resolve  that  the  clerk  shall  hare  a  com- 
pensation of  four  dollars  per  day  for  the  time  be 
IS  employed. 

Mr.  aUITMAN.  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
modification  being  as  suggested  bythegentkimit 
from  Alabama. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  there  any  objection  to 
the  proposition  ? 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  The  proper  course  w,  for 
the  motion  to  reconsider  to  prevail.  Otfaenriie, 
we  shall  have  two  resolutions. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  wished  the 
withdrawal  of  the  motion  to  reconsider,  in  onler 
that  unanimous  consent  might  eflTect  the  proposed 
modification .  The  Chair  prefers  to  pot  Uie  quet- 
tion  on  the  motion  to  reconsider. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  motion  to 
reconsider  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  recuired  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  CtUITMAN.    To  accomplnh  the  object 

which  I  have  in  view,  I  ofifer  the  following,  ai  a 

substitute  for  the  resolution  before  us: 

Remlved,  That  the  Committee  on  MOitaiy  Albin  to 
authorised  to  employ  a  clerk,  at  a  eonpeMttiaa  of  to 
doUan  per  Ham  dudng  his  service. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    Nobody  can  object  to  thai. 

Mr.  H.  MARSHALL.  I  propose  to  amead 
the  resolution. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Mif- 
sissippi is  still  upon  the  floor. 

Mr.  CtUITMAN.  I  move  the  preriosa  quet- 
tion  upon  the  adoption  of  the  resoiation. 

Mr.  H.  MARSHALL.  I  want  to  addresi  aa 
inquiry  to  the  Chair,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Heu»: 
I  want  to  know,  if  the  demand  for  the  DrevioBi 
question  is  not  sustained,  whether  it  will  not  be 
competent  to  move  to  amend  the  resolution,  so  as 
to  ^re  a  clerk  to  all  the  committees  of  the  Uouae 
which  had  clerks  at  the  last  session,  tnd  at  the 
same  per  diem  rate  of  compensation  ? 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  raise  aqueitioo 
of  order.  This  resolution  originally  came  ia  bf 
unanimous  consent,  and  the  Chair  lias  heretofore 
decided  that  it  could  not  be  amended  by  inaertiof 
another  committee. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  was  introduced  by  nnani- 
mons  consent,  and  the  Chair  is  of  opinioa  tbatit 
is  not  in  order  to  incumber  the  resolutioD  by  thi 
appointment  of  clerks  for  other  committees. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  The  Chair  wiU  remember 
that  it  was  perfectly  in  order  to  moTc  to  reeoa- 
sider,  and  that  it  did  not  require  unanimooi  coo* 
sent  to  make  that  pririlegea  motion. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  resolution  is  o^Q  ^ 
amendment,  within  certain  limits,  if  the  House 
does  not  sustain  the  call  for  the  previoos  ap^ 
tion.  . 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  caU  for  telleii  ot  ^ 
second. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  FuflU** 
and  Fuller  of  Maine,  impointed. 

The  House  was  then  divided;  and  the  tdw* 
reported— ayes  59,  noes  43;  no  quorum  Totiaj. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  move  that  there  be  a  call 
of  the  House;  and  upon  it  I  demand  the  y^ 
and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.  , . 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decidw  m 
the  negative — yeas  56,  nays  78;  as  follows: 

YEAS  — Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Bariwdale,  Hw*2  5* 
Bennett,  BUIinghurst,  Bingham,  Bo>-ce,  Branch,  Jow^' 
CampbeU,  Carlile,  Cox,  Crawfocd.  Cumbwjk,  l**^! 
Dowdcll,  Dunn,  Elliott,  Ethcridge.  Fanltocr,  www 
Siunp«on  W.  Harri«,  Thomas  L.  4larri»,  ^"^rZii 
man,  Hoffknan,  Uo«uton,  Jcweti,  George  W.  JJ^IdL 
Clancy  Jenea,  Letcher.  Lumpkin,  SmuhH  S.  {■vtH 
Smith  MiUer,  MUlMn,  Nichola,  Aodraw  01irer»  ««£ 
OUver,  Orr,  Paint,  Phelpt,  Quitmaa,  Bichaidioe,  w» 
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.  and  it  occurs  to  m€,  when  I  hewt  n  e;«iit1e- 
ing  in  that  argument  in  mipport  of  iu«h  a 
cion,  that  be  muat  be  verr  hard  preMed  for 
to  8iip0ort  h.  if  the  oaiis  upon  which 
tleman  vrom  Keanrek^  found*  his  propo* 
e  anaoutid,  then  f  say  it  should  fall.  He 
the  committees  should  be  allowed  clerks 
have  been  allowed  them  heretofore.  At 
Confess  the  Committee  of  Elections  did 
e  a  clerk,  ret  I  am  satisfied  that  they 
e  now.  Why?  Because  the  amount  of 
nt  business  upon  their  hands  is  such  as  to 
the  services  of  a  clerk.  But  suppose  that 
text  Conmss,  or  at  the  next  session  of 
ngresR,  uiey  should  hare  no  contested 
9  Defore  them,  woold  they  need  a  clerk 
Yet,  sir,  the  rule  of  the  gentleman  flrom 
Icy  would  ^Ttt  them  one.  I  say,  there- 
at the  basis  upon  which  the  gentleman 
his  proposition  is  unsotmd.  Ifthat  basis 
me  upon  which  the  House  is  to  predicate 
lation,  the  effect  will  be  to  let  in  all  these 
ie  requests  for  small  appropriations,  for 
fHces,  and  erery thing  of  that  sort,  upon 
I  that  they  are  of  too  small  con0e(^uence  to 
the  time  of  the  House  in  resistmg;  and 
U  find  that  all  these  littie  matters  will 
to  something  hereafter,  if  they  are  not 
now. 

r  as  the  Committee  on  Territories  are  eon- 
I  do  not  think  they  need  a  elerk.  .  That 
npression*^  They  were,  as  I  am  informed, 
a  clerk  for  thirty  days  at  the  last  session 
^ress.  They  had  important  business  be- 
m  then;  but,  so  far,theT  haire  had  noth- 
>re  them  this  session  that  requires  such 
I.  If  their  business  increases  to  an  ex- 
it requires  the  serrices  of  a  clerk  here- 
shall  certainly  not  oppose  such  a  propo- 
but,  at  present,  thov  is  no  neea  of  a 
md  why  make  provision  fbr  one,  when 
u  will  be  to  set  upon  us  a  horde  of  men 
i  seeking  for  appointments  to  clerkships 
h  small  offices,  at  the  hands  of  all  who 
em  to  bestow?  If  for  no  other  consider^ 
ask  that  the  House  will  not  make  this 
»n,  but  will  ke^  off  the^  men  who  are 
for  office. 

STEPHENS  again  resumed  the  floor. 
l^OBB,  of  Alabama.  I  ask  the  gentleman 
eorgia  to  yield  me  the  iioor  fiyr  a  minute, 
ot  trespass  upon  his  patience,  or  upon 
the  House,  loiig;  but  I  feel  it  to  be  a  duty 
:  owe  to  my  country^^ond  that  is  a  duty 
s  paramount  to  all  other  duties—to  say  a 
I  reference  to  this  matter.  I  have  not  a 
say  in  reference  to  the  other  committees 
?d  m  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
cntucky;  I  do  not  know  their  wants;  but 
speak  m  relation  to  the  affaini  of  my  own 
Lee — the  committee  of  which  I  hare  the 

0  be  a  member,  through  your  appoint- 
or. Speaker-- 1  speak  what  I  do  know, 
ion  to  the  necessity  there  is  fbr  a  clerk 
ommiuee  on  Public  Laa^,  I  have  to  say, 
it  committee  has  been  in  existence  ever 
e  organization  of  the  Cbvernment;  yet,  so 
know,  there  has  been  no  instance  of  their 
t4ng  the  services  of  a  clerk  until  the  last 
98 ;  and  I  couaG,  perhaps,  tell  the  House 
on  why  we  wanted  a  clerk  then.  It  was 
:tly  to  transact  the  legitimate  business  of 
tmittee,  but  it  seemed  to  some  of  us  that 
imittee  was  not  of  sufficient  importance — 
'  importance  was  not  properly  appreciated 
country;  and  therefore  it  was  important 
should  employ  a  man  who  should  be  able 
ar^e  the  duty  of  attending  to  that  busi- 

1  ^ort,  who  would  puf  us  into  notice. 
L.INDLEY.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman 
labamaa  question. 

ii^OBB.  I  alb  going  on  to  state  naked  facts, 
have  made  my  statement,  the  gentleman 
k  me  as  many  questions  as  he  chooses, 
that,  since  the  organization  of  the  Gov- 
i,  the  Committee  oh  Public  Lands  had 
een  allowed  the  services  of  a  clerk  until 
Congress;  and  the  services  performed  by 
icer  even  then,  so  far  as  my  observation 
d,  have  failed  to  convince  me  of  the  ne- 
for  his  employment.  He  was  under  pay 
e  time  of  his  appointment  to  the  adjourn- 
'  Congress;  ana,  so  far  as  1  know,  he  was 
mployedt  on  an  areraga,  more  than  one 


hour  in  a  week.  The  duties  required  at  his  hand* 
'  did  not  require  more  than  that  amount  of  service. 
j  It  may  be  supposed,  from  the  amount  of  business 
'  referred  to  our  committee,  from  the  number  of 
reports  made  by  us,  and  from  the  importance  of 
the  interests  committed  to  our  chaise,  that  we 
have  a  large  amount  of  clerical  duties  to  perform. 
Such  is  not  the  fact.    Our  clerk  had  but  little  to 
do.    He  never  did  anything  except  to  enter  the 
casts  referred  to  particular  members  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  when  they  came  back,  to  enter  the 
action  of  the  committee  upon  them. 

The  information  required  from  the  various  De- 
partments is  always  obtained  from  the  heads  of 
the  Departments.  The  clerk  had  nothing  to  do 
with  it.  We  addressed  letters  to  the  heads  of  the 
Departments  from  which  we  desired  information, 
ana  received  the  information  from  them  in  replv. 
I  repeat  that  a  clerk  will  not  be  employed  in  the 
distharge  of  the  legitimate  duties  of  our  committee 
on  an  average  more  than  one  hour  in  a  week.  It 
may  be  that  members  need  him  to  transact  their 
own  private  business;  that  is  another  matter.  If 
it  is  indispensably  necessary  ihat  we  should 
have  him  lor  that  purpose,  let  us  have  him;  but 
for  one,  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  which  I  have  belonged  for  nine  years, 
I  enter  my  protest.  I  have  never  seen  any  neces- 
sity for  the  employment  of  such  a  person,  nor  do 
I  now  see  any  such  necessity.  I  say  nothing  as 
to  the  wants  of  the  other  committees  of  the  House. 
So  far  as  our  committee  is  concerned,  I  am  satis- 
fied that  they  do  not  need  a  clerk;  and  I  shall 
therefore  vote  against  the  amendment  if  they  are 
to  be  included  in  it. 

Mr.  GROW.  I  ask  the  gentleman  fVom  Georgia 
to  allow  me  just  one  minute  in  reply  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Alabama,  [Mr  Houston,]  in  refer- 
ence to  the  wants  of  the  Committee  on  Terri- 
tories. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  hope  the  genUeman  wiH 
confine  himself  to  just  one  minute. 

Mr.  GROW.  The  gentleman  from  Alabama 
has  alluded  to  the  fact,  that  no  request  has  come 
from  a  majority  of  the  Committee  on  Territo- 
ries fbr  the  allowance  of  a  clerk.  Well,  sir,  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
[Mr.  H.  Marshall,]  only  makes  provision  fbr 
the  allowance  of  clerks  to  any  of  the  committees 
in  case  they  shall  think  them  necessary.  If  a 
majority  of  the  Committee  on  Territories  think  a 
clerk  is  not  needed,  of  coarse  he  will  not  be  ap- 
pointed. This  proposition  merely  makes  provis- 
ion for  the  appointment  of  clerks  in  the  discretion 
of  tlie  committees,  to  save  the  necessity  of  coming 
here,  it  may  be,  every  week  with  propositions  fo^ 
them  to  be  allowed.  .  - 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  That  is  just  what  I  was 
Eoing  to  say  myself,  in  reply  to  the  gentleman' 
from  Alabama  on  my  left,  [Mr.  Houston.]  This 
resolution  is  to  authorize  these  committees  to 
employ  clerks,  if  they  shall  deem  it  necessary. 
And,  now,  I  say  to  the  House,  that  if  they  can 
intrust  all  the  interests  which  are  intrusted  to  the 
hands  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  involv- 
ing millions  upon  millions,  to  report  to  us,  cannot 
we  intrust  to  their  discretion  the  simple  matter 
whether  they  shall  employ  the  services  of  a  clerk 
at  four  dollars  a  day  ?  If  we  can  intrust  to  the 
char&;e  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  matters 
involving  the  impeachment  of  your  judges  and 
the  changes  and  validity  of  your  laws,  cannot  we 
repose  in  them  the  small  discretion  of  determining 
wnether  they  shall  employ  a  clerk  at  four  dollars 
a  day  ?  And  I  say  the  same  in  regard  to  all  the 
other  committees  which  are  embraced  in  this  res- 
olution. The  proposition  iftlnply  proposes  to 
place  it  at  the  discretion  of  these  committees  to 
employ  clerks,  if  they  shall  deem  them  to  be  ne- 
cessary. And  as  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
remarked,  the  House  spends  more  time  and  more 
money  in  discussing  these  matters  than  clerks  to 
all  the  committees  would  cost. 

Mr.  BENNETT,  of  New  York.  Inregardtothe 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  I  wish  to  make  this 
statement!  I  have  been  instructed  by  that  com- 
mittee— every  member  present  concurring  except 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Cobb] — to  ask 
that  a  clerk  be  allowed  us.  Not  more  than  one 
or  two  of  the  committees  of  this  House  need  a 
clerk  more  than  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
As  the  proceedings  have  heretofore  been  kept, 
perhaps  they  would  only  take  an  hour  or  two 
each  day,  as  the  gentlemaa  has  suggested,  to  make 
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the  entries  of  all  applications,  and  of  the  oamt 
of  the  memfber  to  whom  each  is  referred  for  cen. 
sidsration;  but  if  the  proceedings  were  properly 
kept— if  regular  and  full  memoranda  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  committee  were  made,  u  tbcr 
shoula  be,  it  would  afford  ample  employ meni for 
a  clerk;  and  if  the  clerk  does  what  he  oortt  todo, 
and  what  I  am  sure  the  business  of  the  Publie 
Lands  Committee  will  demand,  as  much  of  hit 
time  will  be  occupied  as  there  is  of  toy  other 
clerk  to  a  committee. 

One  word  f\irther:  I  think  the  objection  to  the 
employment  of  clerks  for  committees  it  anythiM 
else  than  one  prompted  byaproperecononTTR 
is,  I  think,  a  mistxiken  kind  of  ecopomj.  hii 
well  known  that,  daring  the  last  umgrea,  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  consumed  netriyao 
entire  sessioB  un  makiagits  reposts.  Tkit  itowin^ 
mainly  to  a  want  of  arrangem^t  of  the  busiaea 
before  it,  and  s  derk  will  not  only  lavc  nueh 
time  and  labor  to  the  committee, but,  ioBiy|ad|- 
ment,  lead  to  a  great  saving  of  the  time  or  &■ 
House.  There  is  a  large  aatomit  of  appliottioni 
made,  and  to  be  made  to  that  commitiee^aBd  al- 
though a  large  part  of  them  may,  and  I  tnni  wiH 
be,  reported  against,  still  the  labor  of  actrafOD 
them  promptly  and  in  order  should  be  ditcbuted, 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  i  presume  iHt  HoueeMy 
understands  this  matter.  I  do  not  wish  any  more 
timeeonsumodiniisdiaeiission*  Timeeooughhu 
already  been  taken  up  by  it — time  enough  to  fVf 
fbr  one  or  two  more  ckau  than  are  asked  ibr  m 
the  resolution.    I  call  for  the  previous  quetcioa. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded;  vd  ibe 
main  auestion  was  ordered  to  be  pat. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Has  the  Chair  deeided  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  to  be  ia 
order? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  questioB  hat  not  bees 
raised. 

Mr.  HOtJSTOK.  1  wnderstand  that  it  vaf 
raised. 

The  SPEA  KER.  It  was  raised  by  the  geirtlf- 
man  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jovsi,]  and  aAtf- 
wards  withdrawn.  The  question  nenrt  od  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  fronGeorgiti  [Mr. 

StEPHEI78  1 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Is  not  the  quettion  firH 
upon  the  amendment  of  the  gentJen»o£roaE«B- 
tucky  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  Itianot.  It  is  in  cider  to 
perfect  the  original  proposition  before  the  ({aae* 
tion  is  taken  on  the  substitute.  t 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Is  it  not  in  order  tenflij 
the  question  of  order  on  the  substttate  propowd 
by  tbe  gentleman  from  Kentucky  at  thia  time? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is  too  lata. 

The  question  wa«  taken  on  Mr.  BrtHtf**  * 
amendment,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    I  dSmnd  the  yeai  and  nayi 

on  the  substitute.  . 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Let  the  ywsiM 
nays  be  taken  on  agreeing  to  the  resoliition  ai 
amended.  .      ,, 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Well,  I  withdraw  the  call 
for  the  yeas  and  nays.  I  am  for  ffivingihe  Com- 
mittee of  Elections  a  clerk;  but  I  cannot |0  foe 
a  clerk  to  that  committee  if  it  is  astociatea  wiui 
others  which  I  know  do  not  require  a  clerk. 
.  [A  messe^  in  writing  was  received  from  u« 
President  of  the  United  States,  by  Sidjjk  Ww 
8TBn»  Esq.,  his  Private  Secretary.]  , 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.H.  MAtfHAU. » 
substitute,  and  it  was  adopted. 

The  Question  recurred  on  the  rtaolatioo «« 
amendea.  . 

Mr.  HOUSTON  demanded  the  ?es»  «*  «•>*• 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.  . . 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decideOia 
the  affirmative— yeas  74,  nays  53;  aa  follows: 


ten,  Dean,  Dvnvor,  Dick,  Dodd,  I*"«>i,«5^fr3ml 
Footer,  Granger,  Grow,  Sampson  W.  'w"*^.  cllbrt. 
Hortowny.Thoinas'lt  Horion,  Howard,  Ha?t»tojJJ^' 
Knapp,  Kn^t.  Knox,  Kmikel,  LindKy,  H»»^'!L2aL 
stell,  KUlian  Miller,  Morrili.  Parker,  PeUM»  ^'^7^2 
Perry,  Porter,  Purviance,  RobWoB,  Eoberti,  Sawf  ,7;^ 
Stierinan,  Slmiaons,  Suuiton,  StepbeD8jStraj»an«n,Bw«r^ 
Tborington,  Thurston,  Todd,  Trafton,  TyewiJ^Mi,  " 
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vsdeM;  and  it  occurs  to  me,  when  I  hewr  n  gentle- 
man bring  in  that  argument  in  aupport  of  aueh  a 
propo»itian,  that  be  must  be  ver?  hard  presaed  for 
rtaaons  to  support  it.  if  the  basis  upon  which 
the  gentlemcm  nrom  Keatttoky  fiminds  his propo- 
wtion  be  ansouml,  then  i  say  it  should  fkll.  He 
•ays  aJ)  the  eonimtttees  should  be  allowed  clerks 
which  have  been  allowed  them  heretofore.  At 
the  last  Confess  the  Committee  of  Elections  did 
not  have  a  clerk,  ret  I  ani  satisfied  that  they 
■eed  one  now.  why?  Because  the  amount  of 
important  business  upon  their  bands  is  such  as  to 
require  the  services  of  a  cleric.  But  suppose  that 
at  the  next  Congress,  or  at  the  next  session  of 
tliis  ConeresR,  Uiey  should  hare  no  contested 
elections  oefore  them,  would  they  need  a  clerk 
then?  Yet,  sir,  the  rule  of  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  would  j^ve  them  one.  I  say,  there- 
fore, that  the  basis  upon  which  the  gentleman 
founds  his  proposition  is  unsound.  If  that  basis 
be  the  one  upon  which  the  House  is  to  predicate 
iu  legislation,  the  effect  will  be  to  let  in  all  these 
little  side  requests  for  small  appropriations,  fbr 
small  offices,  and  everything  of  that  sort,  upon 
the  plea  that  they  are  of  too  small  consec^uence  to 
take  up  the  time  of  the  House  in  resisting;  and 
we  shall  find  that  all  these  little  matters  will 
amount  to  something  hereafter,  if  they  are  not 
resisted  now. 

As  far  eu  the  Committee  on  Territories  are  eon- 
osrned,  I  do  not  think  they  need  a  elcrk.  .  That 
is  my  impression^  They  Were,  as  I  am  informed, 
attowed  a  clerk  for  thirty  days  at  the  last  session 
of  Congress.  They  had  important  business  be- 
fore them  then;  but,  ao  far,  thev  have  had  noth- 
ing before  them  this  session  that  requires  such 
services.  If  their  business  increases  to  an  ex- 
tent that  requires  the  services  of  a  clerk  here- 
after, I  shall  certainly  not  oppose  such  a  propo- 
sition; but,  at  present,  there  is  no  neea  of  a 
dark;  and  why  make  provision  fbr  one,  when 
the  efiect  will  be  to  set  upon  us  a  horde  of  men 
who  are  seeking  for  appointments  to  clerkships 
and  such  small  offices,  at  the  bands  of  all  who 
bava  them  to  bestow?  If  for  no  other  consider- 
ation, I  ask  that  the  House  will  not  make  this 
provision,  but  will  keep  off  theM  men  who  are 
asekiof  for  office. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  agaia  resumed  the  floor. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Al/ibama.  I  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Greorgia  to  yield  me  the  iioor  for  a  minute. 
I  will  not  trespass  upon  his  patience,  or  upon 
liiat  of  the  House,  long;  but  I  feel  it  to  be  a  duty 
which  I  owe  to  my  country — and  that  is  a  duty 
which  is  paramount  to  all  other  duties— to  say  a 
word  in  reference  to  this  matter.  I  have  not  a 
word  to  Bay  in  reference  to  the  other  committees 
eombraced  m  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky;  I  do  not  know  their  wants;  but 
when  I  speak  in  relation  to  the  afl^ rs  of  my  own 
commitbec — the  committee  of  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  be  a  member,  through  your  appoint- 
ment, Mr.  Speaker— I  speak  what  I  do  know. 
In  relation  to  the  necessity  there  is  fbr  a  clerk 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Laai^,  I  have  to  say, 
that  that  committee  has  been  in  existence  ever 
since  the  organization  of  the  Qovernment;  yet,  so 
fkttOB  I  know,  there  has  been  no  instance  of  their 
ever  having  the  servtcea  of  a  clerk  until  the  Uwt 
CioDgress;  and  I  cou.c,  perhaps,  tell  the  Houae 
the  reason  why  we  wanted  a  clerk  then.  It  was 
not  strictly  to  transact  the  legitimate  business  of 
the  coranuttee,  but  it  seemed  to  some  of  us  that 
our  committee  was  not  of  sufficient  importance — 
that  our  importance  was  not  properly  appreciated 
lHyjUie  country;  and  therefore  it  was  important 
that  we  should  employ  a  man  who  should  be  able 
to  disehai^e  (he  duty  of  attending  to  that  busi- 
Dess — ^in  &on,  who  would  pufi*  us  into  notice. 

Mr.  LINDLEY.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman 
firom  Alabama  a  question. 

Mr.  COBB*  I  alb  going  on  to  state  naked  facta. 
After  I  have  made  my  statement,  the  gentleman 
may  ask  me  as  many  questions  as  he  chooses. 
I  stated  that,  since  the  organization  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, the  Committee  oh  Public  Lands  had 
never  been  allowed  the  services  of  a  clerk  until 
the  last  Congress;  and  the  services  performed  by 
that  officer  even  then,  so  far  as  my  observation 
extended,  have  failed  to  convince  me  of  the  ne- 
cessity for  his  employment.  He  was  under  pay 
from  the  time  of  his  appointment  to  the  adjourn- 
ment of  Congress;  ana,  so  far  as  1  know,  he  was 
"^aver  employed t  on  an  average,  more  than  one 


hour  in  a  week.  The  duties  required  at  his  hand* 
did  not  require  more  than  that  amount  of  service. 
It  may  besuppoeed,  from  the  amount  of  business 
;  referred  to  our  committee,  from  the  number  of 
reports  made  by  us,  and  from  the  importance  of 
the  interests  committed  to  our  chaise,  that  we 
have  a  large  amount  of  clerical  duties  to  perform. 
Such  is  not  the  fact.  Our  clerk  had  but  little  to 
do.  He  never  did  anything  except  to  enter  the 
cases  referred  to  particular  members  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  When  they  came  back,  to  enter  the 
action  of  the  committee  upon  them. 

The  information  required  from  the  various  De- 
partments is  always  obtained  from  the  heads  of 
the  Departments.  The  clerk  had  nothing  to  do 
with  it.  We  addressed  letters  to  the  heads  of  the 
Departments  from  which  we  desired  information, 
ana  received  the  information  from  thein  in  replv. 
I  repeat  that  a  clerk  will  not  be  employed  in  the 
dissnarge  of  the  legitimate  duties  of  our  committee 
on  an  average  more  than  one  hour  in  a  week.  It 
may  be  that  members  need  him  to  transact  their 
own  private  business;  that  is  another  matter.  If 
it  is  indispensably  necessary  that  we  should 
have  him  tor  that  purpose,  let  us  have  him;  but 
for  one,  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  which  I  have  belonged  for  nine  years, 
I  enter  my  protest.  I  have  never  seen  any  neces- 
sity for  the  employment  of  such  a  person,  nor  do 
I  now  see  any  such  necessity.  I  say  nothing  as 
to  the  wants  of  the  other  committees  of  the  House. 
So  far  as  our  committee  is  concerned,  I  am  satis- 
fied that  they  do  not  need  a  clerk;  and  I  shall 
therefore  vote  against  the  amendment  if  they  are 
to  be  included  in  it. 

Mr.  GROW.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Geoi^a 
to  allow  me  just  one  minute  in  reply  to  the  gen- 
tleman fVom  Alabama,  [Mr  Houston,]  in  refer- 
ence to  the  wants  of  the  Committee  on  Terri- 
tories. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  hope  the  genUeinan  wiH 
confine  himself  to  just  one  fninute. 

Mr.  GROW.  The  gentleman  from  Alabama 
has  alluded  to  the  fact,  that  no  request  has  come 
from  a  majority  of  the  Committee  on  Territo- 
ries fbr  the  allowance  of  a  clerk.  Well,  sir,  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
[Mr.  H.  Marshall,]  only  makes  provision  fbr 
the  allowance  of  clerks  to  any  of  the  committees 
in  case  they  shall  think  them  necessary.  If  a 
majority  of  the  Committee  on  Territories  think  a 
clerk  is  not  needed,  of  course  he  will  not  be  ap- 
pointed. This  proposition  merely  makes  provis- 
ion for  the  appointment  of  clerks  in  the  discretion 
of  tlie  committees,  to  save  the  necessity  of  coming 
here,  it  may  be,  every  week  with  propositions  fo^ 
them  to  be  allowed. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  That  is  just  what  I  was 
foing  to  say  myself;  in  reply  to  the  gentleman' 
from  Alabama  on  my  lefl,  [Mr.  Houston.}  This 
resolution  is  to  authorize  these  committees  to 
employ  clerks,  if  they  shall  deem  it  necessary. 
And,  now,  I  say  to  the  House,  that  if  they  can 
intrust  all  the  interests  which  are  intrusted  to  the 
hands  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  involv- 
ing millions  upon  millions,  to  report  to  us,  cannot 
we  intrust  to  their  discretion  the  simple  matter 
whether  they  shall  employ  the  services  of  a  clerk 
at  four  dollars  a  day  ?  If  we  can  intrust  to  the 
charge  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  matters 
involving  the  impeachment  of  your  judges  and 
the  changes  and  validity  of  your  laws,  cannot  we 
repose  in  them  the  smau  discretion  of  determining 
wnether  they  shall  employ  a  clerk  at  four  dolktrs 
a  day  ?  And  I  say  the  same  in  regard  to  all  the 
other  committees  which  are  embraced  in  this  res- 
olution. The  proposition  iftlnply  proposes  to 
place  it  at  the  discretion  of  these  committees  to 
employ  clerks,  if  they  shall  deem  them  to  be  ne- 
cessary. And  as  the  gentleman  fVom  Virginia 
remarked,  the  House  spends  more  time  and  more 
money  in  discussing  these  matters  than  clerks  to 
aU  the  committees  would  cost. 

Mr.  BENNETT,  of  New  York.  Inregardtothe 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  I  wish  to  make  this 
statement!  I  have  been  instructed  by  that  com- 
mittee— every  member  present  concurring  except 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Cobb] — to  ask 
that  a  clerk  be  allowed  us.  Not  more  than  one 
or  two  of  the  committees  of  this  House  need  a 
clerk  more  than  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
As  tbe  proceedings  have  heretofore  been  kept, 
perhaps  they  would  only  take  an  hour  or  two 
eaeh  day,  as  the  gentlemaM  has  suggested ,  to  make 


the  entries  of  all  amplications,  and  of  the  nama 
of  the  member  to  wnom  each  is  referred  for  con* 
sideration;  but  if  the  proceedings  were  properly 
kept — if  reeular  and  full  memoranda  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  committee  were  made,  as  they 
shoulabe,  it  would  afford  ample  employment  for 
a  clerk;  and  if  the  clerk  does  wnat  he  oue^t  to  do, 
and  what  I  am  sure  the  business  of  Ute  Public 
Lands  Committee  will  demand,  as  much  of  his 
time  will  be  occupied  as  there  is  of  any  other 
clerk  to  a  committee. 

One  word  fVirther:  I  think  the  objection  to  the 
employment  of  clerks  for  committees  is  anythii^ 
else  than  one  prompted  by  a  proper  economy,  a 
is,  I  think,  a  mistxiken  kind  of  economy.  It  m 
well  known  that,  during  the  last  (>>ngresa,  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  consumed  nearly  an 
entirssesaioii  in  makiag  its  reports.  Thisiaowin^ 
mainly  to  a  want  of  arrangement  of  the  businea* 
before  it,  and  a  cierk  will  not  only  save  much 
time  and  labor  to  the  committee,  but,  in  nsy  bid^ 
ment,  lead  to  a  great  saving  of  the  time  of  this 
House.  There  is  a  large  amomit  of  applications 
made,  and  to  be  made  to  that  committee} and  al* 
though  a  large  part  of  them  may,  and  I  tniat  will- 
be,  reported  against,  still  the  labor  of  acting  on 
them  promptly  and  in  order  should  be  discharged i. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  preaume  thfe  House  fUtiy 
understands  this  matter.  I  do  not  wish  any  nHMna 
time  consumed  in  itadiaenssion.  Tistie  enough  has 
already  been  taken  up  by  it — time  enough  to  pay 
fbr  one  or  two  more  clerks  than  are  asked  fbr  in 
the  resolution.    I  call  Ibr  the  prerious  queatioa. 

The  previous  question  waa  seconded;  «nd  the 
main  queaden  was  ordered  to  be  pat. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Has  the  Chair  decided  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  to  be  ii» 
order? 

The  SPEAKER.    The  queatioB  has  not  been 

rsjsfid 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  1  wndersumd  thai  it  w«* 
raised. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  waa  raised  by  the  gentif  • 
man  from  Tennessee.  [Mr.  Jokes,]  ana  ai\er- 
warda  withdrawn.  The  question  recurs  on  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  G^eorgiai  [Mr. 
StepheitsJ 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  la  not  the  question  first 
upon  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky ? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not.  It  is  in  order  to 
perfect  the  original  proposition  before  the  quea* 
tion  is  taken  on  the  substitute.  m 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Is  it  not  m  order  to  nftae 
the  question  of  order  on  the  substttuie  proposed 
by  the  gentleman  from.  Kentucky  at  this  time  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is  toe  late. 

The  question  waa  taken  on  Mr.  STt:r!itlurs'ft 
amendment,  and  it  waa  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nayn 
on  the  substitute. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Let  the  yeas  and 
nays  be  taken  on  agreeing  to  the  resolution  an 
amended. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  WeU,  I  withdraw  the  caU 
for  the  yeas  and  nays.  I  am  fbr  ei  ving  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections  a  clerk;  but  I  cannot  eo  for 
a  clerk  to  that  committee  if  it  is  associated  with 
others  which  I  know  do  not  require  a  clerk. 
.  [A  message  in  writing  waa  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  by  Sidkct  Web* 
BTsa,  Esq.,  his  Private  Secretary  J 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  H.  MARiaAix'a 
aubstitute,  and  it  was  adopted. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  resolution  as 
amended. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  demanded  the  yeas  and  naya. 

The  yeaa  and  nays  wore  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  waa  decidedin 
the  affirmative — yeas  74,  nays  53;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Meaan,  Aiken,  BmriKxir,  Henry  Benaett,  Ben- 
■ODy  BUlingliuret.  Bingtiam,  Bliss,  BraUdhaw,  Brentou.  Bw^ 
lingamo,  James  H.  Campbell,  hvwia  D.  Campbell,  Caskte, 
Chaffee,  Esrt  Clack,  CtaWSon,  Oolfkx,  Covod«,  Cox,  Col- 
lea,  Dean,  Denver*  Dick,  Dodd,  Dunn,  Eiufie,  Fta^fer, 
Poster,  Granger,  Grow.  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Uarrisoiiy 
HoHowsf ,  Thomas  It  Horton,  Howard,  Hic^ston,  Kelii«y» 
Knapp,  luiight.  Knox,  Koiikel,  Lindley,  Humphrey  Mb»- 
staall,  KilUan  Jk^llcr,  Morrill.  Parker,  Palton,  fenningua* 
Perry,  Porter,  Purviaoce,  Robbing,  Roberu,  Sobtn,  Bewanl, 
Shenuan,  Simmons,  Stanton,  Stephens^Strauahan,  Swopa, 
Tliorington,  Tiiunton,  Todd,  Trat^on,  Tyaon,  VaU,  Wade, 
Wakeman,  EUibu  E.  Wssbbamo,  Israel  Waabbum,  WU- 
liams.  Woodruff,  and  Woodworth— 74. 

NAVS  — Messrs.  Hendlty  8.  Bennett,  Boyce,  Braneb, 
Carlile,  Williamson  £.  W.  Cobb,  Croige,  David^n,  Dnr, 
Dewdell,  Edmandsoa,  fidwrnrda,  EngHsn,  flcheridge,  Faulk- 
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Her,  FloreQce. Greenwood,  AucuaUM  llftll,  Hoffinau,  Uo«»- 
lon,  iew«tt,  G«orfe  W.  J<»neflk  J.  Clancy  Jones,  Keitt,  Ketly^ 
LeHer,  Leu*brr.  LiunplUn,  Bmith  Miller,  MUbon,  Moci, 
NictooU,  Andrew  Oliver,  Orr,  Paine,  Pearee,  Pbetpn,  Pw- 
iFear«  Cluiuuau,  Beade,  BicUard^on,  Bitcliie.  BuAn,  Bust, 
Savage,  i^cott,  Spinner,  Shorter,  Stewart,  Waidron,  War- 
tier,  Watkins,  Winslow,  and  John  V.  Wright-— 53. 

So  the  rpsolution  as  amended  waa  adopted. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine,  moved  U  ra- 
consider  the  vote  by  which  the  jreaohitioa  was 
adopted;  luid  that  the  xnotioa  to  reconsider  be 
laid  upon  the  table. 

The  Utter  motion  was  agreed  to, 

THE  PUBLIC  PRTNTIFC. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  Mr.  Speaker, 
there  is  upon  your  table  a  joint  reaolution  from 
the  Senate  to  supply  deficiencies  for  printing, 
which  I  think  ou^t  to  be  token  up  and  disposed 
of.    I  move  that  it  be  taken  up. 

The  SPEAKEE.  Is  there  objection  to  taking 
from  the  table  the  Senate  joint  resolution  "to 
j^upply  a  deficiency  in  the  appropriations  for  print- 
ing for  the  second  session  of  the  Thirty-Third 
Congress?" 

Mr.  STANTON.  If  I  understand  the  resolu- 
tion it  is  one  of  the  appropriation  bills  which  have 
or^nated  in  the  Senate,  and  I  object  to  it. 

Mr.  CAMPBmX.  It  is  not  an  approjsriation 
bill.  It  is  merely  a  resolution  to  provide  for  the 
payment  for  the  printing  of  docunvsnts  which  geu- 
tlemen  themselves  have  ordered.  The  printing 
fund  has  been  exhausted,  and  unless  there  is  some 
action  the  whole  of  this  printing  business  is  likely 
to  be  blocked.  The  resolution  simply  provides 
(hat  the  appropriations  for  the  printing  of  the 
Thirty-Fourth  Congress  may  be  taken  to  pupply 
the  deficiencies  for  the  printing  of  the  Thirty- 
Third  Congress.  Oentlemen  have  ordered  ine 
doenments  and  it  is  now  necessary  that  there 
ehoai4  be  some  provi9ion  made  for  the  payment 
ef  the  printing. 

Mr.  STANTON.    I  withdraw  my  objection. 

No  further  objection  being  made  the  joint  rea- 
oliitioo  Was  taken  from  the  Speaker's  table,  read 
e  tret  and  second  time  by  its  title,  ordered  to  a 
thir^  reading,  and  was  accordingly  read  the  third 

Mt.  CAMt^BELL,  of  Ohio,  called  for  the  pre- 
vious questioa  on  the  passage  of  the  resolution. 

Th.e  previous  question  wan  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put;  and  under 
the  operation  thereof  the^ resolution  was  passed. 

Mr.  CAMPB£X4^  moved  to  reconsider  the 
rote  by  which  the  resolution  was  passed,  and 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  upon  the 
(able. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

UICRKASS  aP  TUfi  VAYY. 

Mr.  O^R.    I  offer  the  fp4knring  reflohrtion: 

RaohHt,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  AlRiir*  be  In- 
flUmcaA  to  ihqiiire  Into  the  ejtpedieney  of  iacreajrfAg  the 
HtKwy  of  the  united  8tatea  bf  iounedlately  eonatnictteg 
iAtan  ailditional  steam  frigates,  doc  exceedtsg  sUtieen  hun- 
dred tons   t>iirden  each,  and  that  they  report  by  biU  or 


Mr.  ETHCEIDGE.    I  object. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  move  a  suspension  of  tihn  rule. 
Id  enable  me  to  introduce  t|ie  resolutioii. 

Mr.  FULLER,  of  Maine.  I  demand  the  jpeos 
nfid  jiays. 

Bdr.  ETHERIPQE.  I  withdraw Iheofojeotion. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.    And  I  renew  it. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  move  a  saspensimi  of  the  rule 
te  tiM  purpose  indieated. 

Mr.  JONES.    I  demand  the  jtm  and  naye. 

Mr.  ORR.  If  the  House  now  adjonms,  wlMt 
wffl  be  the  condition  of  the  reeoiotion  on  Mon- 
day next  f    Will  it  be  the  first  business  m  order? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chadris  fnAmned  that, 
pider  the  practice  of  his  predtoessors,  it  would 
be  the  first  business  in  order. 

Mn  ORR.  If  my  friend  from  Tennessee  wishes 
io  defeat  the  ;'68olution  by  preventing  a  vote  being 
t^en,  I  move  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 
We  have  no  quorum  at  present. 

Mr.  JONEIS.  I  do  not  want  to  prevent  a  votp 
being  taken.  I  understand  the  opeiration  of  busi- 
jMss  here,  and  know  that  a  vole  cannot  be  pre- 
vented. It  will  come  up  next  Monday,  and  every 
Monday,  and  until  it  is  disposed  of  one  way  or 
the  other.  All  I  want  is  my  vote  on  the  record. 
I  do  not  think  two  thirds  are  in  favor  of  the  res- 
ohttinp. 


The  question  was  taken;  and  the  House  reAised 
to  adjourn. 

The  House  was  then  divided  on  the  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays;  and  there  were  16  in  the  affirma- 
tive, and  79  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Abbama.  I  call  for  tellers  on 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  PiniiT  and 
Trveston  were  appointed. 

The  House  was  divided ;  and  the  tellers  reported 
-—ayes  7,  noes  84. 

fik)  the  yeas  and  nays  were  reAised. 

Mr.  PhELPS.  There  is  no  quorum  present, 
and  I  move  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  ask  for  tellers 
upon  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules. 

Tellers  were  orderea;  and  Messrs.  Vail  and 
CvMBACK  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken ;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  69,  noes  32;  no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  ORR.     Have  the  yeas  and  nays  been 

The  SPEAKER.    They  have. 

Mr.  ORR.  Then  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  House 
accordingly  (at  two  o  xlock  and  forty  minutes) 
adjourned  imtil  to-morrow,  at  twelve  6'clodc,  m. 

IN  SENATE. 

Tuesday,  February  26,  1856. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Henrt  d.  Dean. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

XXECUTIVB  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  laid  before  the 
Senn  te  a  conunanication  from  the  President  of  the' 
United  States,  transmitting  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the 
7th  of  March  last,  from  the  acting  Commissioner 
of  the  United  States  in  China,  and  of  the  regu- 
h^tioiM  and  notifications  which  accompanied  it, 
for  such  revision  thereof  as  Congress  may  deem 
expedient,  pursuant  to  the  sixth  section  of  the  aet 
approved  11th  August,  1848;  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  tlie  table  and  l>e  printed. 

Also,  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  com- 
municating, in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  tlie  21st  instant,  a  atatement  of  tJie 
number  of  employes,  other  than  clerks,  in  the 
State  Departi^cnt,  its  offices  and  bureaus,  and  the 
compensation  allowed  to  each;  which,  on  motion 
by  Mr.  Adami,  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

Also,  a  report  of  the  Postmaster  General,  com- 
municating, in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of 
tlie  Senate,  information  in  relation  te  the  frequent 
failures  of  tlie  northern  mail  in  its  transmission 
to  the  city  of  Washington ;  which  was,  on  motion 
by  Mr.  Stuart,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  OiHce  and  Post  Roads,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Also,  a  report  of  the  Attorney  General,  com- 
municating, m  compliance  with  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate,  the  number  of  persons,  other  than 
clerks,  employed  in  his  office,  and  the  amount  of 
compensation  allowed  to  each;  which  was,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Adami,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

PETITIONS  AND  MEMOEIALS. 

Mr.  BIGLER  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Board  of  Marine  Underwriters  in  the  city  of  Phila^ 
deifihia,  praying  for  an  appropriation  for  com- 
pleting tlie  mere  at  Reedy  imand,  in  the  Delaware 
river;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Conunerce. 

Also,  resolutions  of  the  Board  of  Trade  of  Phila- 
delphia, in  fhvor  €sf  the  purchase  by  the  Govern- 
aent  of  an  inventioii  by  Commander  B.  F.  Sands, 
of  the  Navy,  for  obtaining  specimens  of  the  bot- 
tom in  deep-sea  sounthngs;  which  were  referred 
to  the  Oomnuttee  on  Naval  Affiurs. 

Mr.  MALLORY  presented  the  memorial  of 
W.  G.  Mosely,  a  deputy  surveyor  in  Plorifia, 
praying  for  compensation  for  losses  sustained  by 
Aim  ia  eonseqnence  of  the  reoent  Indian  outbreak 
in  that  State;  which  was  refisrred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Indian  Afiairs. 

Mr«  FISH  presented  a  resolutioii  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  New  York,  in  favor  of  anapproprincion 
for  the  repair  of  the  structures  erected  by  the 
General  Government  upon  the  quarantine  grotinds 
Asar  tiu)  city  of  New  YorJt;  which  was  refismd 


to  the  Committee  onCmnmerce,  and  ardered  t# 
be  printed. 

Mr.  MASON  presented  the  memorial  of  Rich^ 
ard  Forrest,  a  lieutenant  in  the  Navy,  who  had 
been  placed  upon  the  reserved  list,  praying  to  be 
restored  to  his  former  position  in  the  service; 
which  was  referred  to  tne  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Thomas  J.  Manning,  a 
commander  in  the  Navy,  who  hod  been  plaeea 
upon  the  reserved  list,  praying  to  he  restored  ^ 
his  former  position  in  tlie  service;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  CASS  presented  the  memorial  of  the  in- 
mates of  the  West  Branch  United  States  Military 
Asylum,  at  Harrodsburg,  Kentucky,  prayinff 
that  that  institution  niay  not  be  abolisnea ;  wnicC 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Aiiairs. 

Mr.  MALLORY  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  Florida,  in  favor  of  the  establish- 
ment of  a  new  collection  district  in  that  State,  to 
be  caHed  the  district  of  Tampa;  which  was  re* 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.HUNTER  presented  amemorial  ofThomas 
L.  Preston  and  others,  praying  that  the  times  fof 
holding  the  United  States  district  court  at  Wyther 
ville,  in  the  western  district  of  Virrinia,  may  ba 
changed;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committei 
on  the  Judiciary. 

WITHDRAWAL  OF  PAPERS. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CLAY,  it  was 

Ordered f  That  the  memorial  of  the  beirs  of  Robect  Bl^ 

SonnalL  praying  Ibr  remuneration  for  depredations  or  the 
reck  uidinns  in  1813,  be  withdrawn  freui  (ho  fllftt  of  the 
Senate,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Afikirt. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  STUART,  it  was 

Ordertdy  That  t^  reeoKition  of  the  Le^elatureef  MkM- 
mn,  and  the  petiuona  of  the  citixens  of  Michigan,  on  tO0 
flies  of  the  Senate,  in  relation  to  private  land  claims  in  that 
State,  be  refierred  to  Uie  Comniittee  on  Private  Land  ClaUna. 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMlfTBES. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  from  the  Committee  oh 
Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
William^.  Combs,  submitted  an  adverse  report; 
which  wafl  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Deborah  Chaffee, 
granddaughter  of  Thomas  Dimon,  submitted  aii 
adverse  report;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Isaac  Carpenter,  sub- 
mitted an  adverse  report;  which  was  orderad  la 
be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  eommtttee,  to  w  hoai 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Rufus  K.  Lane,  sub- 
mitted an  adverse  report;  which  was  ordered  ta 
be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Berry,  re- 
ported a  bill  granting  a  peiision  to  Benjamin  Berry, 
a  soldier  of  the  Revolution;  which  was  read  the 
first  time,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reeuling. 

Mr.  FISH,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affaira,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  for  tlie  reUef 
of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  the  ofiicera,  secu- 
mcn,  and  marines  of  tne  United  States  aloop  of 
war  Albany,  and  for  other  purposes,  raported  It 
with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  HUNTER,  from  the  Committee  on  Pi- 
nance,  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  payment  of  invalid  and  other  pensions,  for 
the  year  ending  June  M,  1857,  and  ror  other  pUf*- 
poses;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title^  tmi. 
postponed  umtil  to-morrow.  He  gave  notice  tJiat 
he  should  ask  the  Senate  to  proceed  to  the  e«f> 
sideration  of  the  bill  to-morrow,  at  one  o'clock. 

ADDITIOX^L  SLOOPS  OF  WAR. 

Mr.  MALLORY,  Orom  the  Committee  on  N^p 
val  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  con- 
struction of  ten  sloops  of  war;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time  by  its  title.  • 

Mr.  MALLORY.  Mr.  President,  the  bill  which 
is  now  presented  from  the  Committee  on  Navail 
Affaira  is  identical  in  lani^ui^  with  the  bill  intro- 
duced two  yeare  ago  for  the  construction  of  tix 
steam  frigates,  except  as  to  the  number  of  vessel 
and  the  amount -of  appropriation.  The  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  last  year  recommended  the  construc- 
tion of  seven  steam  sloops;  but  circumstances 
have  transpired  since— particularly  the  loss  of 
two  vessels — which  have  induced  the  Secretary 
now  to  recommend  the  construction  of  ten  insteao 
ofseven  ateamslodps.    Tl^ra  can  be  no  aontfO- 
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verey  about  the  bill,  and  I  hope  it  wHl  be'con- 
■idered  noMr.  If  the  Senate  shall  disagree  as  to 
the  number  of  vessels,  it  may  be  well  to  allow  it 
to  lie  over  for  investigation  as  to  that  p(Hnt;  but 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  whose  communication 
I  have  now  before  me,  concurs  in  the  opinion  of 
the  committee,  that  the  number  should  be  ten 
sloops  instead  of  seven.  I  ask  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  now. 

The  PRESIDENT.  It  requires  unanimous 
consent.         • 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  hope  we  may  be  allowed 
some  time  to  consider  this  bill.  It  is  a  very  im- 
portant one. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  As  there  is  objection  to  its 
consideration  now,  I  give  notice  that  I  shall  ask 
that  the  bill  be  considered  at  one  o'clock  on 
Monday  next. 

ARSENAL  IN  WASHINGTON. 

Mr.  BROWN  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to: 

Retolvedj  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  he  re- 
qaested  to  infonu  tlie  Senate  on  wliich  of  the  puhlic  grounds 
In  the  city  of  Washington  he  selected  the  site  for  a  building 
to  be  used  for  the  preservation  of  the  ordnance,  arms,  &c., 
of  the  United  States,  under  the  act  approved  March  3, 18S5 ; 
and  especially  if  said  site  has  been  selected  on  the  Mall, 
mad  if  so,  on  what  part  of  it. 

PAY  OF  SURVEYORS  OP  CUSTOMS. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  submitted  the  following 

resolution;  which  was  considered  by  unanimous 

consent,  and  agreed  to: 

Re9olvedf  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  directed 
to  inquire  into  the  justice  and  propriety  of  increa<^ng  the 
compensation  of  the  sun'eyors  of  the  customs  for  the  ports 
of  Galena,  Illin(^,  and  Dubuque,  Iowa. 

ARRIVALS  OP  PASSENGERS  IN  THE   UNITED 

STATES. 
Mr.  SUMNER  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to: 

Re$olvedf  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  directed 
to  consider  the  expediency  of  amending  the  act  of  2d  March, 
1Q19,  entitled  "  An  act  regulating  paMcnger  ships  and  ves- 
sels." so  as  to  secure  completeness  in  the  annual  returns 
to  the  Department  of  State  of  passengers  arriving  in  the 
United  States ;  and  especially  so  as  to  require  returns  of 
those  arriving  by  land,  as  well  as  those  arriving  by  sea. 

IMPROVEMENT  OP  HARBORS  IN  WISCONSIN. 

Mr.  DODGE  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  toe 

Re$olvedf  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  requested  to 
inform  the  Senate  what  amount  of  the  appropriations, 
made  by  the  act.of  August  30, 18S3,  for  the  improvement  of 
the  harbors  of  Manitowoc,  Sheboygan,  Bacine,  Milwaukie. 
and  Kenosha,  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  has  beien  expendeo 
in  the  improvement  of  each  of  said  harbors ;  and,  also,  the 
amount  of  those  appropriations  remainii^  unexpended  and 
applicable  to  said  improvement. 

POST  ROUTE  IN  ARKANSAS. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN  submitted  the  following 
resolution;  which  was  considered  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved y  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquh'e  into  the  expediency  of 
•etabUshing,  by  law,  a  post  route  from  St.  Charles,  in  the 
county  of  Arkansas,  by  way  of  De  Witt,  to  BrownsvUle,  in 
Prairie  county,  in  the  State  of  Arkansas,  and  report  by  bill 
or  otherwise. 

EXPLORATION  BY  CAPTAIN  MARCY. 

Mr.  FOSTER  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to: 

Reaolvedf  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  the 
report,  with  the  maps,  of  an  exploration  of  the  Big  Witch- 
ilaw,  and  the  head  waters  of  the  Brazos  rivers,  made  by 
Captain  JEL  B.  Marev,  of  the  United  Htates  Army,  while 
engaged  in  locating  lands  for  the  Indians  of  Texas  in  the 
Tearl854. 

NATURALIZATION  LAWS. 

^  Mr.  BRODHEAD  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution; which  was  considered  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  agreed  to: 

Reaokfedj  That  the  Committee  on  Priming  be  instructed 
«>  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  purchasing,  for  the  use  of 
Senate,  copies  of  a  "  Manual  of  the  Laws  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  subject  of  naturalization,  passengers,  and 
passenger  ships,  laws  of  the  several  States  in  relation  to 
ero%|Tants,»'  kc.,  coinpUed  by  II.  D.  Johnson  and  W.  C. 
Reddal,  of  the  State  Department. 

LIPPINCOTT'S  GAZETTEER. 
The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Seward,  for 
the  purchase  of  seventy  copies  of  Lippincott's 
<J«settcer  of  the  World,  for  the  use  of  the  Senate, 
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waii,:pn  hft^motion,  referred  to  the  Committee 
to  Avi^\t  and  Control  the  Contingent  Expenses  of 
the  Senate. 

CHARGES  AGAINST  NAVAL  OrFICERS. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
Houston  on  Thursday  last,  was,  on  his  motion, 
taken  from  the  table  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secrotavy  of  the  Navy  be  requested 
to  Aimish,  assoon  as  practicable,  to  the  Senate,  all  reports, 
complaints,  allegations,  charges,  and  specifications  of 
charges  preferred  against  Commodore  G.  J.  Pendergrast, 
especially  if  any  made  by  Lieutenant  William  May,  when 
said  Pendergrast  was  in  command  of  the  United  States 
steamship  Saranac,  on  the  Home  station ;  and  to  informihe 
Senate  what  action  was  had  thereon  by  the  Department, 
and  if  no  action  was  had,  the  reason  therefor. 

And  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  Airther  requested 
to  inform  the  Senate  of  alloHnpUiints,  charges,  allegations, 
reports,  and  specifications  of  charges  made  against  said 
G.  J.  Pendergrast,  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  John  8.  Misroon^,  Sylva- 
nus  Godon,  and  others,  when  serving  as  lieuteBaSM  vi^ieh 
on  board  the  United  Sutea  ship  Ohio,  under  the  command 
of  Commodore  Isaac  Hull,  in  or  about  the  years  1838,  i83S, 
1840,  and  1841.  And  further,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  is 
requested  to  inform  the  Senate  whether  these  and  other 
charges,  reports,  and  allegations,  with  the  correspondence 
of  the  Navy  Department  thereon,  against  said  Pendergrast 
and  the  aforesaid  officers,  were  investigated  by  the  naval 
retiring  board  assembled  in  June  and  July  last,  under  an  act 
of  Congress  approved  February  28, 1855. 

NOTICES  OP  BILLS. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN  gave  notice  of  his  intention 
to  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  establish  an  ad- 
ditional term  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  eastern  district  of  Arkansas,  and 
to  provide  for  appeals  from  the  ;distrlct  court  of 
the  western  district  of  Arkansas  in  criminal  cases. 

Mr.  BIGLER  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  provide  for  the 
completion  of  the  piers  at  Reedy  Island,  in  the 
river  Delaware. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 
Mr.  BROWN,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  selection  of  the  residue  of  the  lands 
granted  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  September  30, 
1850,  June  10, 1852,  and  February  9,  1858;  which 
was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD,  in  pursuance  of  previous 
notice,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  **  An  act  to  establish 
a  court  for  the  investigation  of  claims  against  the 
United  States,"  approved  February  24,  1855; 
which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  BIGL  ER,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  making 
an  appropriation  for  continuing  the  improvement 
of  the  harbor  of  Erie,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylva- 
nia; which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

CHANGE  OP  NAMES  OP  VESSELS. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  now  ask  the  Senate  to  take  up 
and  consider  Senate  bill  No.  106,  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  •*  authorizing  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  change  the  names  of 
vessels  in  certain  cases. "  Its  object  is  to  do  away 
with  the  necessity  of  specisd  legislation  in  every 
case  of  this  nature. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  bill  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole.  It  proposes  to  empower  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  authorize  the  owner  or 
owners  of  any  vessel  to  change  her  nam^  when, 
in  his  opinion,  there  shall  be  sufficient  cause  for 
so  doing;  and  it^ves  him  power  to  establish  such 
rules  and  regulations  as  he  may  deem  proper  for 
that  purpose. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  The  phraseology  of  the  bill 
would  be  improved  by  striking  out  the  word 
J*  empowered,'* and  inserting  the  word  **  author- 
ized'^ in  its  phice.  I  move  Hiat  it  be  amended  in 
that  way. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  also  move  to  strike  out  the 
word  **  authorize  "  where  it  occurs  in  the  bill,  and 
insert  "permit.** 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  theSenate  as  amended, 
and  the  amendments  were  concurred  in. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  oitlered  to  be  en- 
g[rossed  for  a  ihird  reading,  and  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

COLLECTION  DISTRICTS, 
Mr.  HAMLIN.    I  ask  the  Senate  to  take  up 
the  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Commerce 


to  esthbliflhjt^e  collection  districU  of  the  United 
States  and  ^esignatine  the  ports  of  entry  and  the 
ports  of  deHvety  in  tne  same.  I  do  not  ask  to 
nave  it  considered  at  this  time;  I  wish  to  have  it 
taken  up  merely  for  the  purpose  of  iixing  a  tim« 
when  the  Senate  will  consider  it. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  bill  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  now  desire  to  say  to  the 
Senate,  that  this  is  a  bill  which  simply  defines 
the  limits  of  the  existing  collection  districU  in 
the  United  States.  It  will  be  found  that,  since  the 
original  act  of  1796  I  think,  but  I  forget  the  pre- 
cise dat6,  by  ^hich  the  collection  districts  were 
established  afong  our  coast,  many  districU  have 
been  divided;  many  new  districU  have  been 
formed;  and  it  has  been  asceruined,  upon  accu- 
rjtf^  investigation  at  the  Department,  that  there 
;^are;great  sections  of  the  country  over  which  the 
^iiiu  of  no  district  extend,  in  which  towns  of 
in^rtance  are  growing  up;  in  other  words,  it 
becotneiS  actually  impossible  for  the  Department 
to  determine  in  many  cases  to  what,  if  any,  dis- 
trict certain  portions  of  the  country  belong.  It, 
therefore,  becomes  necessary  to  pass  this  bill  to 
define  and  esublish  the  limiU  of  each  collection 
district.  So  far  as  the  known  limiuof  the  exist- 
ing districU  can  be  ascertained,  they  have  been 
very  generally  followed  in  this  bill,  although  some 
alterations  have  been  made  for  reasons  wcliknown 
at  the  Dei>artment.  I  ask  that  Tuesday  next 
mavbe  assigned  for  the  consideration  of  this  bill, 
and  that  it  may  be  made  the  special  order  for  that 
day. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PILOTAGE. 

Mr.  SLIDELL.  I  ask  the  Senate  to  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill  No.  13— **  A 
bill  relating  to  pilotage."  It  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  on  Thursday  last;  but  iu  third  reading 
was  postponed  at  the  instance  of  the  Senator  from 
New  York,  [Mr,  Fish.]  He  has  found  on  ex- 
amination that  the  objections  wliich  he  supposed 
might  exist  were  not  well  founded  in  fact,  and  I 
think  there  will  be  no  objection  to  iU  passage. 

The  niotion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  biU  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

THE  CLAYTON-BULWER  TREATY. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
Clayton's  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations  the  letter  of  Lord  JohnilusaeU, 
of  January  19, 1853,  in  reference  to  the  treaty  of 
April  19,  1850.  ' 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Tennessee,  spoke  at  some  length 
upon  the  present  condition  or  our  relations  with 
Great  Britain.  His  speech  will  be  published  here- 
after in  the  Appendix. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Mr.  President,  it  is  known 
to  me,  as  it  is  probably  known  to  the  Senate,  that 
the  Senator  from  Delaware,  [Mr.  Clattom,]  who 
introduced  this  subject  to  our  notice,  has  calcu- 
lated to  be  heard  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  and 
that  he  is  now  sick.  With  reference  to  his  con- 
venience, therefore,  I  desire  that  this  subject  may 
be  postponed.  Perhaps  I  may  desire  to  say  some- 
thing on  it  myself.  I  move  that  the  Senate  ad- 
journ. 

The  PRESIDENT.  WiU  the  Senator  with- 
draw  the  motion  to  allow  the  Chair  to  announce 
the  signing  of  certain  enrolled  bills? 

Mr.  SEWARD.    Certainly. 

Mr.  TOUCEY.  There  is  a  message  from  the 
Executive  on  the  Uble,  which  I  hope  will  be 
taken  up  and  read.  For  that  purpose  I  move  to 
postoone  the  consideration  of  the  subject  before 
the  Senate  until  to-morrow. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ENROLLED  BILL  AND  RESOLUTIONS  SIGNED. 

A  messa^  was  received  from  the  House  of 
RepresenUUves,  by  Mr.  Barclay,  one  of  their 
Clerks,  annoimcinfi;  that  the  Speaker  had  signed 
the  following  enrolled  bill  and  joint  resolutions; 
which  were  thereupon  signed  by  the  President 
pro  tempore: 

An  act  authorizing  the  Secretery  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  change  the  name  of  the  French-built  brig 
Vigie  to  Minnie; 

A  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  Regenu  to 
fill  the  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  RegenU  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution;  and 

A  resolution  to  supply  a  deficiency  in  the 
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Jbayf  been  consolidated  ai  Springfield »  in  that 
State.  It  may  be  that  there  wad  no  good  re««on 
for  their  being  kept  open  longer.  I  presume  that 
the  same  reasons  did  not  exist  for  their  remaining 
as  do  exist  for  coniinuing  these  two  offices  in 
i|ueslion.  As  regards  the  land  office  in  Palmyra, 
in  my  district,  I  am  informed  by  letters  I  hare 
reoeiTed  from  the  officers,  as  well  as  from  citizens 
residing  in  every  part  of  the  land  district,  that  the 
|;reatest  possible  inconvenience  would  result  to 
people  having  business  in  that  land  office,  if  it 
should  be  removed,  as  it  will  be,  if  it  is  removed 
at  all,  to  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  some  one  hundred 
imd  fifty  miles  aistant. 

The  House  will  recollect  that,  some  four  years 
•fo,  a  swamp  land  act  was  passed  by  Congress. 
Under  that  act  a  number  or  controversies  have 
grown  up  in  which  the  rights  of  individuals  and 
of  the  State  couflict.  Besides  that,  various  con- 
troversies have  sprung  up  in  different  portions  of 
the  district  in  regard  to  preemption  claims  and 
entries  under  the  graduation  act  of  the  last  Con- 
gress. There  arc  cases  now  actually  pending  at 
that  office,  which  may  be  numbered  by  hundr^s, 
growing  out  of  the  swamp  land  act,  and  growing 
out  of  preemption  difficulties,  which  are  set  down 
for  trial,  on  oifierent  days,  from  now  until  July 
next.  Witnesses  have  been  subpenaed,  and  tlie 
parties  notified  to  attend  at  Palmyra  for  the  pur- 
pose of  having  thoir  cases  tried  and  deternuned 
before  the  register  and  receiver,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  existing  laws.  Now,  sir,  to  remove 
the  jurisdiction  in  these  cases  to  the  city  of  St. 
Louis,  one  hundred  and  fifly  or  one  hundred  and 
seventy-five  miles  distant,  or  to  any  adjoining 
land  district,  would  involve  immense  expense  and 
inconvenience  upon  the  part  of  all  the  parties  con- 
ecrned;  and  the  wholeot  this  inconveiuence,  loss, 
and  vexation,  can  be  obviated,  without  any  injury 
to  the  Government,  by  simply  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  in  his  discretion, 
to  continue  the  land  office  at  Palmyra  for  a  few 
months,  until  these  questions  which  are  pending 
before  the  register  and  receiver  there  can  be  dis- 
posed of. 

This  is  not  an  attempt  to  put  money  in  the 
pockets  of  the  register  and  receiver  of  these  land 
offices.  It  is  not  in  ^rder  to  keep  them  in  the 
receipt  of  their  pay  when  there  is  no  necessity 
for  tneir  services,  that  the  passage  of  this  bill  is 
asked.  No,  sir;  justice  requires,  the  rights  of 
tiie  people  and  tne  interests  of  the  Government 
require  that  these  offices  should  be  kept  open  for 
some  short  period  of  time>  say  six  or  twelve 
months  longer.  These  officers  themselves  do  not 
desire  that  this  law  should  be  passed  for  their 
own  sakes.  The  late  register  at  Palmyra,  Mr. 
Harnson,  has  resigned  his  office,  the  amount  of 
paying  business  having  been  so  much  reduced  as 
to  make  the  place  not  a  desirable  one;  and  Mr. 
Rush,  a  resident  of  Palmyra,  appointed  in  his 
Stead.  The  continuance  of  the  office,  then,  is  not 
desired  for  the  benefit  of  tlie  incumbents,  but,  as 
stated,  solely  as  a  matter  of  justice  to  the  people 
residing  in  those  districts,  who  have  controver- 
Ries  ami  business  pending  at  said  land  offices, 
the  speedy  and  proper  determination  of  whieli 
concerns  the  Government  as  well  as  themselves. 

I  hope,  therefore,  that  this  bill  will  not  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  but  that  it  will  be  immediately  put 
on  its  passage. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Illinois.  My  friend  from 
Missouri  will  permit  me  simply  to  remark,  that 
if  bo  will  allow  the  bill  so  to  be  amended  as  to 
make  it  general  in  its  character,  so  as  to  give  the 
President  power,  in  all  cases  where  he  shall 
think  proper,  to  continue  land  offices  aAer  they 
would  be  removed  under  the  law,  1  have  no 
objection  to  its  passage.  What  I  object  to  is 
to  picking  out  one  or  two  isolated  cases,  and 
legislating  for  their  benefit,  while  the  President 
is  allowed  no  discretion  in  reference  to  all  the 
other  cases.  If  the  gentleman  will  accede  to  such 
an  amendment,  I  wul  not  object  to  the  bill.  Let 
the  President  of  the  United  States  be  clothed 
with  power,  in  all  cases  where  he  shall  think  the 
public  necessity  or  convenience  requires  it,  to 
continue  land  offices  in  districts  where  the  num- 
ber of  acres  subject  to  sale  has  been  reduced  to 
a  nun\ber  less  than  that  provided  for  by  law. 
But,  sir,  this  system  of  legislating  exclusively 
for  the  benefit  of  partioular  cases,  in  opposition 
to  the  general  rule,  is  one  which  I  think  should 


be  avoided  as  much  as  possible.  Again,  sir:  I 
understood  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  [Mr. 
PorterI  to  say  that  this  bill  had  been  record- 
mended  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  by 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 

Mr.  PORTER.  The  gentleman  is  mistaken. 
I  said  that  the  ofik«  at  Kalamazoo,  and  that  at 
Palmyra,  were  cases  which  these  officers  had  be- 
come satisfied  should  be  made  exoeptioDs  to  the 
general  rule. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  Well ,  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  whether  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
or  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
has  over  asked  for  the  passage  of  this  bill? 

Mr.  PORTER.  The  gentleman  misunderstood 
me.  I  did  not  say  that  these  officers  had  in  ex- 
press terms  recommended  the  passage  of  tliis  bill. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  understood  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri  to  say  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  and  the  Commissioner  of  the  Greneral 
Land  Office  had  recommended  the  passage  of  this 
bill.  My  information  is,  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  is  opposed  to  its  passage.  I  would  like 
to  be  informed  by  the  chairman  of  the  Comnait 
tee  on  Pubfic  Lands  whether  this  bill  is  in  ac- 
cordance with  any  recommendation  fVom  either 
of  these  officers,  or  whether  that  committee  have 
received  information  from  the  Department  of  the 
Interior,  or  from  the  General  Land  Office,  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  such  a  bill? 

Mr.  LINDLEY.  I  can  say  to  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois,  that  in  company  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Michigan  [Mr.  Walbridge]  I  called 
on  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  in  reference  to 
this  matter,  and  he  spoke  very  favorably  of  its 
passage. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  must  inform 
gentlemen,  that  when  the  floor  is  yielded  by  the 
gentleman  holding  it  to  another  gentleman,  it  must 
be  considered  as  yielded  altogether,  unless  by  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  House. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  If  it  is  the  understanding  that 
the  gentleman  from  Missouri  is  to  yield  the  floor 
to  every  one  who  desires  it,  I  have  something  to 
say  upon  the  subject  of  this  bill  myself. 

Mr.  PORTER.  I  have  but  a  few  words  to 
say  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr. 
Harris.]  So  far  as  the  land  office  at  Palmyra  is 
concerned,  I  had  an  interview  with  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office  in  reference  to 
the  matter  myself,  and  he  was  satisfied  that  the 
public  interest  required  the  further  continuance 
of  that  land  office,  as  is  proposed  by  this  bill;  and, 
as  I  have  remarked,  upon  the  appHcation  of  the 
Missouri  delegation  in  Congress,  he  has  sus- 
pended, for  the  present,  tbe  removal  of  that  office 
until  Congress  may  have  an  opportunity  to  pass 
this  bill,  or  some  similar  bill  upon  the  subject. 
He  is  confident  that  the  public  interest,  as  well 
as  that  of  individuals,  would  be  prejudiced  by 
the  removal  of  that  land  office  at  the  present  time. 
It  is  true,  that  h  ehas  not  formally  recommended 
the  passage  of  this  bill,  but  at  the  same  time  he 
is  satii^fied  that  a  bill  of  this  kind  ought  to  pass. 
I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  bill  will  be  allowed  to 
pass. 

In  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  I  will 
say  that  if  he  desires  a  general  bill,  it  will  be  time 
enough  t6  consider  that  bill  when  it  is  introduced. 
The  Committee  on  Public  Lands  have  been  sat- 
isfied with  the  justice  of  this  case,  from  the  facts 
which  have  been  stated.  In  regard  to  these  offices, 
they  arc  satisfied  that  the  measure  of  reHef  pro- 
posed is  necessary  and  just.  The  gentleman 
says,  however,  that  a  general  bill  ought  to  pass; 
he  does  not  scry  this  particular  bill  oaght  to  be 
r^ected.  Then,  suffice  it  for  me  to  say,  that  jus- 
tice and  expediency  require  the  prompt  passaee 
of  this  bill.  General  legislation  may  be  consM- 
ered  and  provided  for  hereafter. 

Mr.  ALLEN  obtained  the  floor,  but  yielded  to 

Mr.  BENNETT,  of  New  York.  I  understand 
that  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  does  not  object 
to  this  bUl;  he  only  desires  that  tiie  bill  may  be 
general.  The  committee  prepared  such  an  amend- 
ment by  way  of  additional  section,  requiring  that 
from  three  to  six  months'  notice  should  be  given 
in  advance  of  the  closing  up  of  the  affairs  of  any 
oflke  under  the  law.  But  they  did  not  attach  that 
amendment  to  this  special  bill,  because  they 
thought  that  it  would  materially  embarrass  its 
passage.  We  shall  propose  a  general  bill,  tliat  will 
provide  for  all  similar  cases.  For  land  offices 
already  discontinued  we  have  no  remedy.  These 


two  land  offices  are  dbout  being  dMKXMitiiMied^aad 
unless  the  bill  pass  promptly,  they  will  be  dis- 
continued, and  put  the  people  there  who  are  con- 
cerned to  great  and  needless  expense.  We  shall 
incur  no  expense,  or  hardly  any,  by  continuing 
these  land  offices.  If  a  general  law  is  needed,  if 
can  be  passed  hereafter.  We  can  then  provide 
that  three  or  six  montlis'  notice  shall  be  given  in 
each  case,  so  that  purchasers  may  be  enabled  to 
make  theirpayments and  secure  their  titles  before 
the  land  oflice  is  transferred.  I  think  that  such  a 
law  ought  to  be  passed.  The  committee  were  in 
favor  of  adopting  such  a  report,  but  they  think 
that  this  bill  ought  to  pass  immediately — UitU 
tliese  two  offices  ought  to  be  provided  for  right 
away.  As  I  have  said,  no  additional  expense  is 
incurred  by  so  doing.  It  is  a  mere  matter  of  con- 
venience to  the  people  residing  near  those  oflices- 
I  think  the  bill  ougnt  to  pass.  I  do  not  know  that 
there  is  a  single  objection  to  it.  I  agree  with  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois,  that  there  should  be  a 
general  bill,  which  shall  provide  that — say  six 
months*— notice  shall  be  published  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  closing  of  any  land  office,  so  that 
persons  may  get  their  titles. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  hope  that  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois  [Mr.  Allkk]  will  allow  Uie  gentle- 
man from  New  York  time  to  answer  the  question 
put  to  him  by  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Harris.]  That 
gentleman  inquired  whether  these  bills  bM  beeo 
recommended,  and  received  the  approval  of  the 
Department  having  tlie  charge  of  this  particular 
subject? 

Mr.  HARRIS.  That  is  the  question  I  should 
like  to  have  answered. 

Mr.  ALLE^.  I  yield  in  order  that  it  may  be 
answered. 

Mr.  BENNETT.  I  have  not  inquired  at  tbe 
Department  in  rel^trence  to  these  cases  myself; 
but  I  oaderstaad  that  the  gentleman  from  Michi- 
gan, [Mr.  Walbridgb,]  who  is  now  absent,  did 
present  them.  There  is  no  written  oomnrantca- 
tion  from  tbe  Department  en  the  sofoiect  thai  I 
know  of. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  had  a  eonveraation  with  tk& 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  on  this  Kalamazoo  coat, 
and  he  informed  me  that  it  had  never  been  recom- 
mended ^  him. 

Mr.  B^NETT.  It  may  be  that  it  was  tbe 
CommiBsionerof  the  Genenu  Land  Office  to  whom 
tbe  geatleman  from  Michigan  presented  tbe  bill. 

Mr,  HARRIS.  The  droposttion  which  the 
^ntleman  has  in  view,  tbat  a  certain  length  of 
time  beforehand  notice  shall  be  given  that  a  land 
office  is  to  be  closed,  is  not  the  propovtion  of 
which  I  hav«  ipoken.  The  bill  reported  tiack 
from  bis  committee  is,  that  the  Pi|esideot  sball 
have  power  to  continue  these  oflkes.  His  prop- 
osition is  not  that  the  President  shall  have  power 
to  continue  any  office,  but  that  a  eertain  length 
of  time  beforehand  notice  shall  be  given  tbat  a 
land  office  is  to  be  elosed^a  diflferent  thing  al- 
tpgether.  I  think  the  gentleman,  so  ^  from 
having  his  bill  embarrassed  by  the  propoaitioa 
which  I  submitted  to  his  consideration,  woald 
secure  its  speedy  passage.  If  that  propositioii 
were  adopted,  I  wcmld  vote  for  the  bill;  I  cannot 
do  so  now,  lieoause  I  think  that  it  is  partial  and 
unjust. 

Mr.  BENNETT.  If  this  bill  is  not  now  passed 
these  offices  will  be  discontinued. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  And  other  offices  acs  beiofl;  dis- 
continued every  day  that  ought  not  to  be  disoas- 
tinued  any  more  than  these. 

Mr.  BENNETT.  A  general  bill  wiU,  I  am 
sure,  be  introdaoed  in  order  to  reach  all  thi 


cases. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  see  no  reason 
why  these  two  offices  should  be  made  an  exception 
to  iul  others.  There  is  a  land  office  in  my  district 
which  is  now  about  being  discontinued,  and  tbe 
same  reasons  which  operate  in  favor  of  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  laadomces  at  Kalamazoo  and  Pal- 
myra would  as  strongly  operate  injits  favor.  The 
same  injustice  which  may  be  done  to  the  people 
interested  in  matters  comoected  with  these  offices 
would  be  done,  unless  it  is  provided  for,  in  thti 
case  of  the  land  office  at  Vanaalia.  I  see  no  reaaon 
why  these  particular  land  offices  should  be  selected » 
and  the  immediate  passage  of  a  bill  continuing 
them  urged  upon  the  attention  of  the  House  at 
this  time.  There  arc  just  as  many  contests  arising 
out  of  the  swamp  land  and  the  graduation  acts 
in  the  land  office  at  Vaudalia  as  at  either  of  those 
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MESSAGE  FROM  THE  PRESIDENT. 

A  message,  in  writing,  wob  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Sidney 
Webster,  hiu  Secretary. 

APPROPRIATION  AND  DEFICIENCY  BILLS. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  introduced  the  following 
bills;  which  were  severally  read  afirst and  second 
lime  by  their  respective  titles,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  ordered  to  be  printed: 

A  bill  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  appropria- 
tions for  the  service  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,  1856; 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  Military  Academy  for  the  year  ending  June 
30,  1857;  and 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  payment 
of  invalid  and  other  pensions  of  the  United 
States  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1852. 

Mr.  SEWARD  addressed  the  Chair. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  propose  now  tp  move 
that  the  rules  be  suspended,  and  that  the  House 
resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union.  I,  however,  withhold  the  mo- 
tion for  a  moment,  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Seward.] 

Mr.  SEWARD.  It  is  known  that,  at  the  time 
the  election  of  Speaker  of  the  House  took  place, 
I  watf  absent  from  the  city.  Certain  papers  in 
my  own  State  and  elsewhere  have  thought  proper 
to  cl^arge  me  with  a  dereliction  of  duty  upon  that 
occasion.  I  propose,  therefore,  to  say  something 
of  the  views  I  entertain  upon  the  subject,  and  to 
set  myself  right  upon  the  matter. 

Mr.  PENNINGTON.    I  object. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  appeal  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey  to  witudraw  his  objection.  It 
is  a  privilege'which  has  been  accorded  to  others, 
and  1  appeal  to  his  courtesy  to  withdraw  his  ob- 
jection. 

Mr.  PENNINGTON.  If  the  genUeman  will 
^•ay  to  the  House  that  he  will  not  occupy  much 
'time,  I  will  withdraw  my  objection,  but  if  his 
object  is  to  make  a  speech  I  must  object. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  renew  the  objection.  I 
am  satisfied  that  this  practice  of  making  personal 
explanations  does  not  result  in  any  gooa. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  WeU ,  sir,  I  shall  have  to  eaU 
on  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  to  extend  to  me  the 
same  courtesy  that  the  eentleman  from  New  Jer- 
sey has  done,  and  withdraw  his  objection.  I  do 
not  propose  to  detain  the  House  long.  It  is  a 
privilege  that  has  not  been  denied  to  any  one  here- 
tofore,  to  make  explanations  of  this  sort,  being 
to  some  extent  personal  in  their  nature. 

Mr.  STANTON.  Very  weU;  I  will  withdraw 
my  objection. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  When  I  left  the  city,  some 
iiays  before  the  election  of  Speaker  took'^Iace,  I 
had  paired  oflT  with  the  gentleman  from  Maine, 
[Mr.  Perrt.I  Before  I  returned,  however,  the 
time  for  whidn  I  had  paired  off  had  expired.  A 
colleague  from  Georgia  then  paired  me  off  with 
some  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  I  believe,  by 
the  name  of  Robiiok,  for  one  week;  but  that 
week  expired  before  I  reached  the  city. 

Now,  sir,  the  object  of  this  attack  upon  me  is, 
to  endeavor  to  fix  upon  me,  acting  in  connection 
with  the  Democratic  party ,  the  responsibility — at 
least  in  part^-for  transferring  the  present  Speaker 
to  the  chair  which  he  now  occupies. 

I  am  sure,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  you  never  sus- 

Eected  me  of  sympathizing  with  you  in  your  po- 
tical  sentiments  to  any  extent  whatever.  I  did 
not  beUeve,  when  I  left  here,  that  the  Democratic 
party  had  the  power  to  elect  a  Speaker;  nor  did 
X  befieve  thattnat  party  calling  themselves  Amer^ 
leans  here  ever  mtended  that  any  Democrat 
should  oecupT  that  chair.  The  event  showed 
-that  I  was  rmt.  That  portion  of  the  American 
party  whicmlrad  been  voting  for  Mr.  Fuller  the 
oay  preceding  the  election,  voted,  I  believe,  for 
Mr.  AiKBN,  of  South  Carolina,  and  thereby  in- 
ducing a  few  of  the  members  of  the  Democratic 
party  of  the  House  to  believe  that,  if  the  plurality 
rule  were  adopted,  his  election  would  be  secured. 
A  plurality  resolution  was  passed. 

The  day  preceding,  upon  the  resolution  de- 
claring Mr.  Aiken  Speaker,  the  vote  was — yeas 
103,  nays  110.  Among  the  yeas  were  Messrs. 
Fuller  and  Broom,  of  Pennsylvania,  Clark, 
Whitnbt,  and  Valk,  of  New  York,  of  the  Amer- 


ican party.  After  the  passage  of  the  plurality 
resolution,  upon  the  fourth  vote  for  Speaker,  the 
vote  stands — Banks  103,  Aiken  100. 

The  five  named  gentlemen  would  not  vote  /or 
Mr.  Aiken,  neither  did  Mr.  Davis,  of  Maryland, 
or  Mr.  CuLLEN,  both  southern  Know  Notnings. 
Add  the  five  votes  given  for  Mr.  Aiken  before 
the  plurality  rule,  and  he  would  have  received  105 
votes;  add  the  votes  from  Maryland  and  Dela- 
ware, and  his  vote  would  have  been  107,  four 
more  than  Mr.  Banks  received  when  elected. 

Take  the  absentees — Democrats  and  Black  Re- 
publicans— and  they  stand  nearly  equal — and  it 
will  appear,  if  they  had  been  present,  the  result 
woiild  nave  been  the  same.  Now,  sir,  where  is 
the  fault?  The  Democratic  party  is  in  the  mi- 
nority, and  have  been,  and  have,  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  session,  been  assailed  by  Know 
Notnings  and  Black  Republicans. 

The  Know  Nothings  in  council,  in  their  recent 
convention,  arraign  the  Democratic  party  before 
the  country;  but  they^  do  not  whisper  a  word 
against  the  Black  Republicans.  Why  is  this,  sir? 
Is  it  because  the  black  Republicans  are  better 
Americans  than  the  Democrats?  or  do  they 
wish  to  avoid  a  disturbance  in  the  family  ?  If 
southern  men  believe  that  Black  Republicanism 
is  wron^,  why  not  in  their  national  council  de- 
nounce It  before  the  American  people  ?  The  coun- 
try must  judge  of  this.  The  Democratic  party 
passed  the  Kansas  and  Nebraska  act,  allowing 
the  people  to  regulate  their  domestic  institutions 
in  their  own  way,  subject  only  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  this  is  the  cause  of  onense.  This  is  the 
repeal  of  the  Missouri  act  which  makes  Know 
Nothings  and  Black  Republicans  hate  the  Demo- 
cratic party. 

Sir,  I  have  said  to  my  constituents  at  home, 
and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  here  now,  that,  if  this 
GK>vernment  has  got  to  be  scctionalized,  a  better 
time  has  never  been  presented  to  the  country  for 
it  to  take  place  than  at  this  moment;  because,  so 
far  as  the  Constitution  of  the  country,  and  the 
institution  of  slavery  under  it,  are  concerned,  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  stands  firm  against 
all  attacks— coming  from  the  Free-Soilers  or  Abo- 
litionists of  the  country — made  upon  that  instru- 
ment, or  upon  that  institution;  and  beyond  the 
Senate  stands  the  President  of  Uic  United  States, 
who  wQuld  protect  us  in  ail  our  constitutional 
rights.  If  tnis  sectional  issue  has  to  be  met,  let 
us  appeal  to  the  people  next  November — it  will 
be  for  them  to  settle. 

Now  let  us  look  at  the  condition  of  this  Amer- 
ican party,  as  shown  by  their  conduct  at  the 
convention  recently  held  m  Philadelphia.  I  pro- 
pose to  show,  by  tneir  own  resolutions^,  that  they 
condemn  this  Administration  for  precisely  the 
same  thing  for  which  the  Black  Republican  party 
condemns  it.  The  very  causes  which  carried  the 
present  Speaker  into  the  chair  where  he  now  sits, 
are  tlie  very  causes  for  which  the  recent  Phila- 
delphia convention  denounced  the  Administra- 
tion. They,  therefore,  as  a  party,  stand  upon 
precisely  the  same  ground  in  regard  to  the  repeal 
of  the  Missouri  compromise,  as  the  Black  Re- 

fiublicans  themselves.  Let  us  see  if  they  do  not. 
n  the  thirteenth  section  of  the  platform  or  tliat  con- 
vention, amone  the  causes  of  complaint  against 
the  present  Aoministration,  is  this: 

**  It^  eondnct.  as  shown  in  reopeninfr  sectional  agitation 
by  the  repeal  or  the  Missouri  compromise.'* 

Mr.  Speaker,  is  not  that  the  cause  of  complaint 
made  by  you  and  by  those  with  whom  you  act? 
Is  not  that  the  cause  of  complaint  made  by  the 
Republican  party  against  this  Administration  ?  If 
it  is,  then,  so  far  as  that  question  is  concerned, 
the  American  party  and  the  Black  Republican 
party  are  identical.  And  all  I  have  to  say  upon 
the  subject  is,  that  of  those  twenty-nine  gentlemen 
from  the  South  who  are  members  of  this  Con- 
gress, who  voted  for  that  platform  in  the  Philadel- 
phia convention,  ought  to  have  cast  their  votes  for 
you  for  Speaker,  to  have  carried  out  their  prin- 
ciples. 

I  want  the  country  to  understand,  that  twenty- 
nine  gentlemen  from  the  South,  in  this  Philadel- 
phia convention,  voted  for  this  platform,  while 
only  twenty-two  voted  against  it.  And  those 
twenty -nine  gentlemen  condemned  this  Adminis- 
tration because  of  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri 
compromise.  That  is  what  they  condemn  the 
Administration  for,  and  that  is  what  the  Black 
Republicans  condemn  them  for. 


Then  all  I  have  to  say  to  Know  Nothing  organs, 
and  to  the  Know  Nothing  party,  is,  that  when 
they  charge  me  with  being  false  to  the  institutions 
of  the  South,  in  consequence  of  my  not  having 
been  here  whon  the  final  vote  for  Speaker  was 
taken — when  indispensable  business  and  heavy 
freshets  delayed  me  in  getting  back  to  Washing- 
ton, let  them  examine  their  own  records,  and  see 
how  they  stand.  Let  them  see  whether  their  prin- 
ciples and  the  principles  of  the  present  Speaker 
or  the  House  are  not  the  same  in  regard  to  the 
Missouri  compromise. 

My  opinion  is  that  there  is  a  sympathy  existing 
between  the  Know  Nothings  and  the  Republicans 
of  the  country.  That  sympathy  was  manifested 
a  few  weeks  ago,  when  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky FMr.  Cox]  made  a  speech  here,  and  called 
Black  Republicans  upon  the  stand  as  witnesses 
to  condemn  the  Administration,  and  to  ascertain 
the  position  taken  by  certain  prominent  Demo- 
crats in  the  last  canvass  at  the  North. 

Mr.  SAVAGE,  (interrupting.^  I  wish  to  ask 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  wnether  he  is  in- 
formed as  to  the  fact,  whether  there  was  not,  after 
the  election  of  Speaker,  a  caucus  held,  in  which 
the  South  Americans,  as  they  are  called,  met  with 
the  Republicans  for  the  pumose  of  nominating 
candidates  for  the  ofiices  of  the  House  ? 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  have  so  understood,  but 
have  no  personal  knowledge  of  the  facts.  If  tliere 
is  any  gentleman  here  who  is  informed  as  to  the 
facts,  I  should  be  glad  to  have  him  give  that  in- 
formation to  the  House. 

Mr.  COX.  Will  the  gentleman  yield  to  me  for 
a  moment? 

Mr.  SEWARD.  If  the  eentleman  has  any 
facts  to  state,  I  will  yield.  I  will  not  be  called 
upon  the  witness-stand  to  be  interrogated.      * 

Mr.  COX.  I  do  not  intend  to  interrogate  the 
gentleman.  I  will  make  a  single  remark  in  re- 
sponse to  what  has  been  said  by  my  friend  from 
Tennessee,  [Mr.  Savage.]  If  there  was  such  a 
caucus  as  tiie  one  to  which  he  has  alluded ,  I 
not  in  it. 

Mr.  SAVAGE.  I  am  informed  that  there 
such  a  caucus,  and  that  thejgentleman  from  North 
Carolina  [Mr.  Paine]  ana  the  American  mem- 
bers of  the  Alaryland  delegation  were  present  at  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not  in  order  for  the 
gentleman  to  call  members  by  name. 

Mr.  PAINE.  I  have  been  called  by  name,  arid 
am  here  to  answer  for  myself.  Let  the  gentle- 
man propound  his  inquiries.  I  will  answer  them. 
What  is  it  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  wishes 
to  know? 

Mr.  SAVAGE,  I  made  a  remark  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia,  that  I  had  becQ  informed 
that  there  was  such  a  caucus  as  the  one  referred 
to. 

Mr.  PAINE.    What  caucus  ? 

Mr.  SEWARD.    I  claim  my  right  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  SAVAGE.  I  should  like  to  know  whether 
there  was  such  a  caucus  held. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  did  not  yield 
the  floor  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  to  go  into  any  extended  speech. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  The  gentleman  did  not  yield 
to  me.  I  have  the  consent  of  the  House  to  make 
my  remarks.  I  promised  not  to  be  lone.  If 
gentlemen  will  let  me  proceed  without  further  in- 
terruption, I  shall  be  brief. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  state  the 
position  of  the  business  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SAVAGE.  I  hope  the  House  will  let  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Paike]  state 
whether  or  not  he  participated  in  the  proceedings 
of  the  caucus  to  which  I  have  already  made  re- 
ference. I  would  be  glad  to  have  an  answer  to 
my  question.  If  I  am  wrong,  I  shall  be  glad  to 
have  a  correction  made. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
gentleman's  question  being  answered. 

The  SPEAKER.     The  Chair  will  state  the 

gosition  of  the  business.  The  gentleman  from 
hio  moved  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
Pending  that  proposition  he  yielded  the  floor  to 
the  gentleman  from  (Georgia  to  make  a  personal 
explanation.  The  House  consented.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  is  entitled  to  the  floor;  and 
it  is  not  competent  for  the  House  to  say  what  is 
necessary  in  order  to  explain  the  gentleman 'a  po- 
sition. If  he  yields  the  floor  to  other  gentlemen, 
however,  he  loses  his  right  to  it  altogether. 
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proVMi<Mi  ahall  he  made  ferehangtol' tbepreunt 
ire-arms,  and  for  adopting  some  otber  descrip- 
tion of  fire-arms,  and  sotte  improTements  opon 
the  old  ordnance. 

Mr.  aUITMAN.  Doem  the  featieman  eon- 
tend  that  tke  opinion  of  a  committee  of  this  House 
of  Representatives  ought  not  to  be  had  upon  this 
rtry  important  so^eet? 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  iuppoae  that,  if  ^e  gentle- 
man from  Miflsisaippi  had  referred  to  the  legisla- 
tion of  laet  Congress,  he  would  Hot  have  made 
that  inquiry;  bec^iise,  at  the  last  oesaion  of  Con- 
gress, ve  MAde  an  appropriation  for  a  oertoia 
amount  of  money  to  be  expended  daring  the 
fiscal  year,  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  these 
Tery  improTements  into  the  fire-anns  of  the  coua^ 
try.  60  much  of  it  was  to  be  expended  as  the 
Secretuy  of  War  thought  could  be  judiciousHr 
expended,  and  as  the  public  exigeiAcies  ^quirea. 
Now,  the  Secretary  tninks  that  4he  exigencies 
require  a  larger  amouotof  money  to  be  expended 
for  this  purpose  than  it  was  thought  proper  ta 
recommend  at  thai  time.  If  you  pumue  the  ustial 
cottitse,  the  reoommendatioa  for  this  appropria- 
tion ought  to  come  from  theOommittao  of  Ways 
and  Means,  which  has  the  charge  of  all  estimates 
relating  to  these  brandies  of  the  public  aervice. 

These  are  the  reasons,  Mr.  Speaker,  why  I 
think  the  message  shoukl  be  refetra  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr  HOUSTON.  I  aappose.  Mr.  Spedur, 
it  is  competent  for  the  House  to  diTide  this  mes- 
sage i  ami,  with  a  ^view  to  accommodate  bol^ 
committees,  I  shall  propose  to  refer  so  aMich  of  it 
•s  relates  to  the  aMinufaetuye  of  new  arms,  or  to 
Ibe  changes  proposed  to  be  made  in  the  arms,  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Atfuss,  and  the  bal^ 
anee  of  it  to  the  Committee  of  Wayaand  Means. 
I  am  satiafied  that,  if  tfentlemen  of  the  Commitlee 
dn  Military  Afiairs  will  look  at  this  subinet,they 
will  find  thtttakttost  all  of  this  message  should  go 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  if  a  new 
fortincation  shall  be  proposed  in  any  comm«mica- 
tion  to  Congress,  if  a  new  kind  of  arms  shall  be 
proposed  in  any  communication  to  Congress,  the 
initiation  of  a  proposition  of  that  sortalways  goes 
tOv  oroaginates  witk,  the  Committoeon  Mihtary 
Affairs.  Any  military  ^(Ha9  which  is  not  now 
in  operation,  or  may  not  be  brought  into  operation 
under  existing  lawa— 'the  inorease  of  the  Amy, 
the  decreased  the  Army,  a  change  in  the  grades 
of  officers  of  the  Army  or  of  the  rank,  or  what  not 
«— all  of  such  changes  or  propositions  to  change 
should  go  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 
But  whenever  you  sanction  bylaw  Uie  erection  of 
a  fortification,  or  any  other  thing,  after  it  has  been 
once  passed  upon  in  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  then  it  passes  under  the  juriadiotion  of 
the  Conunittee  of  Wajrs  and  Means,  which  is  the 
appropriating  committee  of  this  House;  and  it 
does  not  again  go  back  to  the  Committae  on  Mil- 
itary Affidra. 

Now,  sir,  Itinderstand  thismesaaaealittlediffer- 
eotly  from  the  understanding  whtcn  either  gentle- 
men ssem  to  entertain  of  it.  The  asssaage,  aaks 
for  a  s|>ecial  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of  arm- 
ing fortifications  and  executing  works  which  are 
alrady  commenced.  It  asks  for  approprialiana 
in  addition  to  ths  eatimates  which  hsVe  been  aub- 
mitted,  and  which  are  now  before  the  Conunittee 
of  Ways  and  Means;  and  th€ss  esiiusateSy  aa  I 
view  them,  ought  to  i^o  to  the  committee  which 
BOW  has  charge  of  estwiatea  on  the  earns  subject. 
The  amount  to  be  impropriated,  doea  not  depend 
upon  the  change  of  arma  alluded  to  in  the  mes- 
saga.  WiMther  the  character  of  the  arms  be 
changed  or  not,  the  appropriation,  I  understand, 
is  destrsd.  If  the  Military  Committee  should 
aaport  adreraelv  to  the  recommendation  as  to  the 
change  in  the  character  of  arms,  stiU  the  appropci- 
aiion  is  desired,  because  the  C^Wermoent  deatres 
to  increase  the  military  strength  of  the  country; 
and  that  beings  so,  my  opinion  is,  that  the  amount 
to  be  appropriated  ougnt  to  ffo  to  the  Committee 
of  Wa3m  and  Means,  and  ou^t  to  come  up  in  the 
appropriation  bill  for  fortifications  which  that  com- 
mittee is  now  passing  upon;  and  whether  these 
new  arms  are  to  be  introduced,  or  the  chan^  is 
to  be  approved  by  the  Military  €k>mmfttee,  is  a 
aeparate  and  distinct  thing.  I  propose,  therefore, 
that  so  much  of  the  message  as  relates  to  the  maa- 
nfhcture  of  a  new  character  of  arnns,  or  to  a  change 
of  arms,  shall  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Afaira,  aad  that  which  rtfera  to  appro- 


priaiions  shall  be  nfbrred  to  the  Comatitlee  on 
Ways  and  Means. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  first  proposition  is  the 
motion  of  the  ^ntleman  from  Mississippi,  to  refer 
to  the  Oomniiitee  On  Military  AffiBiirs. 

Mr.  LETCHER.    J  seem,  Mr.  Speaker,  to 

stand  somewhat  alone  here,  among  the  memfoera 

of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Cleans,  in  my 

views  in  relation  to  the  appropriate  reference  of 

tabe  communicationa  of  the  President  and  Secra- 

tary  of  War.    Now,  I  think  that  I  am  as  iealous 

of  the  rights  of  the  committee  to  whicn  I  am 

aitached  as  any  man  oa  this  floor;  and  1  should 

require,  just  aa  sternly  as  any  other  aftember  of 

that  committee,  that  every   nropoaition  which 

legitimately  belongs  to  it  should  oe  referred  to  it. 

But  ia  looking  over  this  proposition,  it  does  aeem 

to  me  that  it  docs  not  keiumately  belong  to  the 

Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  at  the  present 

time.    Now,  air,  let  us  see  what  «re  the  «b}ecla 

proposed  to  be  effected  by  this  appropriation  of 

#3,000,000: 

"  It  bw  been  ov  poUejr  beratefore**^-4iQ^  the  Seceetary 
of  VVar— "10  carry  on,  gradually  and  bIowIv,  the  work  of 
preparation  for  mtlitaiy  eCBciency,  boib  o0!^nsive  au({  de- 
fensive ;  and  in  pursuance  of  this  policy,  the  estimates  of  the 
War  Depaitniant,  fh>m  ye«r  to  year,  have  beon  ttmtlcd  to  tlie 
execution  of  such  vnrk  only  ••  accorded  with-tiw  orriinafy 
meant  of  our  armodea  and  ameoak,  with  bat  a  Maall  liorce 
of  opemtivea  in  cimployment.'' 

That  is  the  first  proposition  as  to  the  amount 
of  force  now  in  the  armories  and  araenals  of  the 
United  States,  and  as  to  the  necessity  of  an  in- 
creaae  of  that  force  in  order  to  meet  the  exigencies 
which  now  present  themselves  before  the  country. 
Well,  what  next?— 

*<  Tbe  refulsr  ettiisste*  Isit  •ubmitted  lo  Ctiagnm  ate 
bMed  oo  theae  ccovidefatioiif.  In  view,  bowevwr,  of  tbe 
propriour  of  aaMirinf ,  at  tbe  earlieM  pmoticabla  pericHl,  milir 
tary  atficiency  as  regardji  amiament  aoi  muoUioBs,  (we 
have  it  abundantly  a«  regard*  men,)  H  9eeai«  proper  (bat 
B>of0 active  and  vlgoroin  measurea  sboold  sow  be  adopiadt 
that  wo  should  incraaae  tbe  capacity  for  ppoduction,  snd 
tbe  force  in  emploj^ment  at  oar  armories  and  araenals ;  ibat 
we  abould  prepare,  more  rapidly,  anuaments  and  anuntml* 
tlon  foir  our  fortifioatioHs ;  that  we  aboold  inoreaae  oar  auy- 
pliea  of  imfroMd  mall-arres,  by  the  maaufoctwre  ef  d«w 
onea,  and  by  tbe  altefation  of  those  of  past  daiea  of  (bbrkai- 
tioa,  including  both  the  United  States  and  State  aroM ;  and 
that  we  abottld  provide  ample  suppliea  of  amauiniUfls, 
aeaoutamenta,  and  implements  for  tba  Imaiadiata  aad  moA 
ettoieot  use  ef  tbe  whole." 

Now,  sir,  it  seems  that  a  conttngencr  has  arisen 
which  has  called  forth  from  the  PresuieHt  of  the 
United  States,  and  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
this  recommendation  to  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives. What  that  necessity  may  be  I  know  not; 
but  that  necessity  presupposes  that,  under  exist- 
ing circussatances,  the  manufacture  of  arms  should 
be  increased,  ammunition  provided,  and  other 
means  resorted  to  for  the  protection  of  the  country. 

Well,  suppose  these  various  propositions  are 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Waya  and  Meana. 
Does  that  committee  know  anything  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  augmenting  the  force  of  these  arsenals, 
or  o(  the  change  to  be  made  in  the  arms  ?  Do 
we  know  anything  about  the  neeeasity  which 
may  exist  for  '*  assuming,  at  tlie  earliest  practi- 
cable period,  military  efficiency  as  regMds  arma- 
ments and  munitions"— of  the  necessity  there  is 
for  the  increase  of  '*  the  force  in  employment  at 
our  armories  and  arsenals,"  and  the  more  rapid 
peeparation  of  **armamenta  and  munitions  for 
our  foirtifications  ? "  Do  not  all  theae  recommend- 
ationa  legitimately  aad  properly  belong  to  the 
Commitlee  on  Military  Aflanrs? 

When  the  Comatitteeoa  Military  Afatra  haive 
oonsidered  these  aubjecta-^when  they  have  ascer- 
tainad  how  far  the  Secretary  and  Preaident  am 
correct  in  their  recommendations,  whether  there 
is  a  nooessity  for  the  propoaed  increase  iwhen 
they  present  their  views  to  the  Home,  and  the 
House  acts  upon  them,  and  determines,  aa  a  mat- 
ter of  course,  that  an  appropriatioo  is  niecaanry 
to  carry  out  these  purposes,  and  ask  ait  apprepn- 
siion,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  are  the  legitimate  nnd  proper  com- 
mittee to  consider  that  subject;  but  ths  first  in- 
quiry to  be  made  in  regard  to  this  matter  is, 
whether  the  Sacralary  of  War  and  the  President 
will  be  sustained  ia  their  recommendations  by 
the  House?  If  the  Committee  on  MihtaryAfifaim 
say  there  is  no  necessi^  for  the  recommendatioaa, 
then  there  is  no  oocaaion  for  any  Deference  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  of  the  aitbjaet 
of  an  appropriation. 

Mr.  KEITT.  I  am  not  sufficiendy  fiuniliar 
with  the  organiaataon  of  tha  oommittaaa  to  gi«i 


any  advice  upoto  the  subject  und^r  disooaal6n. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Leycbbh) 
says,  however,  that  he  is  very  jealous  of  the 
rights  of  his  committee.  I  want  to  know  if  tha 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  are  jealous  of 
work?  If  the  members  of  that  committee  af«a 
jsalaits  in  respect  to  work,  I  would  suggest  that 
they  lake  upon  themselves,  in  addition  to  their 
own,  the  duties  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Build* 
inga  and  Gh*ooBds,  to  which  I  belong;  and  I  havo 
no  dottbt  tliat  two  thirds  of  the  members  of  the 
House  wmdd  cheerfbUy  devolve  their  duties  upon 
them  aiao.  [Laughter.]  I  would  also  suggest 
to  the  gentlemmi  from  Alabama,  (Mr.  HetrsroK,] 
who,  with  that  afiabie  manner  and  sagacious 
foresight  which  characterizes  him,  haa  shown  so 
much  solicitude  upon  this  subject,  tliat  the  Com- 
mittee of  Waya  aund  Means  and  tbe  Committae 
en  Military  AiCurs  be  blended  togetlicr,  in  order 
that  they  may  have  the  whole  duties  of  boA 
oommittees  deroked  upon  them,  and  I  would 
also  add  the  duties  of  the  Committee  on  Publie 
BttildiniEs  and  Gh^mnds. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  desire,  in  support  of  the  view 
which  I  indicated  when  I  was  on  the  floor,  to 
mad  also  (he  rule  of  the  House  which  de6oes  the 
duties  of  the  Committee  of  Wars  and  Meana 
At  the  bit  session  of  Congress  I  had  some  dis- 
position, and  so  expressed  my  purpose,  to  test 
the  sanae  of  the  House  aa  to  the  absorfatnr  pro- 

EDsiiies  of  this  Commitlee  of  Ways  aad  Means; 
t  my  itioDd  from  Alabama  kwntn  vtry  weB 
the  reason  why  I  did  not  then  carry  out  that 

nUr/ HOUSTON.  I  think  my  fnend  from 
South  Carolina  haa  used  a  tenn  that  he  did  Bot 
intend.  Ho  apoke  of  the  **  sbserMag  propcosi* 
ties**  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Sisans.  I 
trust,  in  view  of  everything  Chat  has  paaaed  hsre 
of  late,  ha  will  not  make  uae  of  that  term.  I 
suppose  he  aasans  to  say  the  tendency  of  the  boai- 
neaa  of  the  House  to  devolve  upon  that  com- 
mittee; and  I  have  oidy  to  say  in  wpty,  that  in 
the  last  four  yeara  there  is  c^tainhr  no  eridense 
that  the  Committee  of  Ways  aira  Means  have 
aoitght  to  appropriate  to  themaelvss  any  buatDoss 
that  did  not  belong  to  them. 

Mr.  ORR.  There  has  never  any  ainrleinataiios 
ooeurred  wichin  my  recoUection  wnen  tsaCommit- 
lae  of  Ways  and  Means  havs  not  sought  to  obtstn 
more  than  their  legitimate  ahare  of  the  duties  of 
the  Houac.  What  is  the  fhot  now?  A  messs^s 
comes  from  the  President  rekiasg  to  a  aubjeet 
which,  from  its  nature,  from  ths  very  nsme  of 
tha  eoannittee,  muat  leritimataly  belong  to  tko 
Committee  on  Military  AfTaira.  My  fnmid  from 
Mississippi  [Mr.  ClmrMAK]  moves  to  refbr  ic  to 
that  committee,  when  the  gentleman  frost  Ma»> 
''aoinri  [Mr.  PHELrt]  rises  in  his  place  and  claims 
it  for  the  Cotmnutlee  of  Ways  and  Meims. 

I  deaire  to  aay-^-and  I  aay  it  in  perfect  reapact 
to  the  Committee  of  Wa3rs  and  Means,  at  the 
head  of  which  is  my  honorable  friend  from  Ohio, 
[Mr.  CAMraBLL] — thai,  tm  a  member  of  this 
Hotne,  so  far  as  I  can  during  the  present  C*n- 
gresa,  1  am  determined  that  the  other  oommittooa 
of  the  House  shall  do  their  leeitimats  ahare  of 
the  duties  of  the  House;  and  that  the  whole  re- 
sponaibiitty  fbrthe  legislation  of  tbeccuRiry  shall 
not  rest  upon  the  Committee  of  Waya  smd 
Means. 

The  rule  regulating  and  defining  the  dotiea  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meana  reads  aa  fol- 
lows: 

**  It  ahall  be  the  dnty  of  tbe  Commiuee  of  Ways  and 
Means  to  tajco  into  consideration  sU  such  reportB  of  tbe 
Treosury  Department,  and  all  such  propositicms  raladre  to 
tbe  revenue,  aa  shall  be  referred  to  them  by  the  Beoae ;  to 
inquiie  into  tbe  state  of  tbe  public  debt  or  the  revenue 
and  of  the  expenditure,  and  to  report,  finm  tisM  to  tiiSM* 
their  opinion  thereon." 

Then  comes  a  portion  of  the  rule  'marked  in 

brackets,  which  is  substantially  contained  iB 

another  rule  subsequently  adopted,  aad  which 

should  not  be  here.    It  goes  On  uterwards  to  aay, 

in  another  rule: 

**  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  ftae  Oomailttee  of  Wairs  and 
Moana,  wllMa  ibirty  dajrs  after  their  appolnanent,  at 
every  seanon  of  Congreaa,  ooonneoeinf  on  mettoA  Moaday 
of  Deocinber,  to  report  the  general  BMropriacliMi  biU»— for 
the  civil  ana  aiplomaiic  expenseit  of  fne  Govermnent ;  for 
tbe  Army ;  for  me  Navy ;  and  for  tbe  Indian  Pepai  uueaj, 
and  Indian  annnitiwi  ;  or  in  fldbirt  tkBieof>  tte  BBsaooa  ar 
fiMBb  fiuUire." 

Bui,  sir,  the  81st  rule  indicates  very  dearly 
'     oa  of  subjacta  an  lo  ooma  hafora 
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■ome  subordinate  to  make  out  the  eatimatet,  and 
send  them  in  without  examination.  They  are  then 
ordorud  by  the  House  to  be  printed, and  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Meana  adopt  them  without 
sufficient  investigation. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  If  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  Letcher]  had  looked  into  the  history 
of  our  proceedings  he  would  not  hare  made  the 
lest  remark  whicli  fell  from  him.  He  will  find, 
and  any  gentleinan  will  find,  that  the  Departments 
have  long  since  abandoned  that  good  old  custom, 
which  ought  to  have  been  kept  up,  of  sending 
the  estimates  through  the  Treasury  Department. 
They  do  send  them  through  that  Department  at 
the  commencement  of  the  session;  but  after  that 
time,  as  a  general  rule,  they  do  not. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  They  have  al- 
ready done  so  this  session  in  several  cases. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  says  there  are  many 
such  cases  this  session.  That  is  the  general  prac- 
tice; I  know  it,  and  speak  only  what  I  know. 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr. 
Clingman]  says  he  would  like  to  have  some  one 
name  a  case  in  which  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  have  attempted  to  get  clear  of  busi- 
ness. I  will  call  his  attention  to  a  case  whiclf 
occurred  at  the  last  Congress.  The  gentleman 
must  have  known  it  at  the  time;  but  I  take  it  for 
granted  he  has  forgotten  it. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.    I  have. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Estimates  for  the  nayy-yard 
bad  been  properly  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  ana  Means.  That  committee,  however, 
believed  some  reforming  leeisiation  necessary  be- 
fore the  estimates  should  oe  passed  upon;  and, 
believing  the  Coinmittee  on  Naval  Affairs  to  be 
the  proper  committee  to  propose  such  reforms, 
the  Committee  of  Waya  ana  Means  suspended 
action  upon  the  estimates  until  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee should  act  upon  what  we  considered  its 
branch  of  the  subject;  and  I  submitted  to  the 
House  a  resolution  calling  upon  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  it.  The  naval  appropria- 
tion bill  was  delayed  for  some  time  lor  that 
actioti,  and  weis  finally  reported  to  the  House, 
omitting  the  navy-yanis  altogether,  and  leavinsr 
them  to  come  in  as  amendments  after  the  Navu 
Committee  should  make  its  examination.  Now, 
sir,  if  the  Ways  and  Means  had  been  seeking  to 
obtain  control  of  the  business  of  the  other  com- 
mittees, it  could  very  easily  have  acted  in  this 
instance;  but,  believing  that  branch  of  legislation 
should  be  initiated  by  the  Naval  Committee,  we 
preferred  that  it  should  make  its  investigation 
and  report.  A  gentleman  asks  me  why  not  do 
so  now  ?  I  am  not  now  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means.  I  am  a  member  of 
another  committee,  and  I  am  trying  to  keep  every- 
thing away  from  that  committee  which  aoes  not 
properly  belong  to  it.  If  the  gentleman  will  look 
at  the  Journal  of  the  House  for  the  last  four 
years,  be  will  find  that  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  have  repeatedly  reported  back  to  the 
House  business  which  the  House  had  referred  to 
them  by  petition  or  otherwise.  We  reported  it 
back,  because  we  believed  it  properly  belonged 
to  other  committees. 

My  friend  from  Virginia  upon  my  left  [Mr. 
Faulkner]  will  remember  another  case  which 
occurred  durin?  the  last  Congress.  During  the 
last  Congress  there  were  propositions  before  the 
House  to  make  modifications  in  the  military  de- 
partment of  the  Government.  Before  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  acted  upon  the  esti- 
mates for  the  pay  of  the  Army,  I  had  the  honor 
to  submit  to  the  House  a  resolution  calling  upon 
the  Committee  on  Military  Afiaira  to  examine 
and  report  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  'Do  I  understand  the  gen- 
tleman to  say  that  that  matter  was  referred  to  his 
committee,  and  that,  before  acting  upon  it,  they 
called  for  a  supplemental  report  from  another 
committee  ? 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Not  at  all.  The  estimates 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Well,  they  were  referred 
upon  your  siig^stion. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  That  may  be.  I  have  al- 
ways endeavored  to  have  papers  referred  to  the 
proper  committees.  If  the  gentleman  will  con- 
sult the  Journal,  he  will  see  what  I  have  asked 
for.    There  art  two  caoea  in  which  th«  Commit- 


tee of  Ways  and  Means  not  only  refrained  from 
interfering  with  the  business  which  might  be 
thought  to  belong  to  other  committees,  but  ac- 
tually delayed  reporting  the  appropriation  bills 
for  the  purpose  of  enabUng  «tner  committees  to 
report  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  It  seems,  then,  that  this 
business ^was  referred  to  the  gentleman's  com- 
mittee, probably  upon  his  own  motion,  but  when 
tlie  committee  got  it  before  them  they  found  they 
could  not  manage  it,  and  then  proposed  to  de- 
volve a  part  of  it  upon  other  committees.  They 
found  that  they  had  taken  more  than  they  could 
^digest,  and  then  they  proposed  to  disgorge  part 
*of  it.  Clearly,  that  goes  to  support  my  case. 
I'he  committee,  no  doubt,  came  before  the  House 
and  had  the  matter  referred  to  them  without  ex- 
amination, but  when  they  came  to  look  into  the 
matter,  they  found  that  they  had  more  work  than 
they  could  accomplish,  and  then  asl^ed  that  other 
committees^ should  help  them.  My  friend  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Havbk]  saya  it  was  a  clear  case 
of  excessive  distension  of  the  stomach. .  [Laugh- 
ter.]   I  suppose  it  was. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  gentleman's  supposi- 
tion in  this  case  is  precisely  like  all  his  other 
suppositions  through  the  whole  course  of  his 
remarks,  entirely  incorrect.  Th^matter  was  not 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
The  estimate^  were  sent  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means;  but  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary AfiTairs,  or  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, 
were  the  committees  to  propose  reforms  in  those 
two  branches  of  the  puolic  service.  We  never 
claimed  the  power  of  proposing  any  such  reforms, 
nor  was  the  subject-matter  of  these  reforms  ever 
referred  to  us.  They  were  placed  before  the 
country;  they  were  put  before  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress;  and,  being  known  to  the  Committee' of 
Ways  and  MeaniB,  we  suspended  action  upon  the 
appropriate  bills  for  the  purpose  of  awaiting  the 
action  of  other  committees.  The  matter  was  not 
referred  to  us. 

Now,  sir,  my  friend  from  South  Carolina  says, 
that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  has  been 
absorbing  the  business  ot  Congress.  I  know  I 
never  asked  for  any  business  to  be  sent  to  that 
committee  which  I  aid  not  think  belonged  appro- 
priately to  it;  and  that  opinion  of  mine  was  shared 
by  the  House.  So,  if  I  committed  an  error  in  that 
way,  the  House',  I  suppose,  committed  the  same 
error. 

But  I  was  going  to  notice  the  criticism  of  the 
gentleman  on  the  amendment  to  the  rule.  The 
amendment  to  the  rule  was  not  introduced  because 
of  the  erasping  disposition  of  the  committee,  but 
it  was  because — as  has  been  the  case  for  the  last 
twenty  years — the  House  was  disposed  to  ingraA 
on  the.  reports  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  that  which  did  not  belong  to  them.  '  They 
were  disposed  to  ingraft  upon  their  bills  things 
which  the  committee  regarded  as  private  claims. 
My  friend  from  South  CSu^lina  remembers  how  I 
fought  against  this  system.  He  and  every  other 
member  of  the  last  Congress,  and  of  the  Congress 
before  that,  know  that  I  universally  resisted  all 
propositions  to  ingraft  on  bills  of  tbc  committee 
things  which  did  not  belong  to  them;  and  the 
clause  of  the  rule,  as  read,  was  to  support  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in  their  efforts  to 
keep  their  bills  pure  and  clean  from  amendments 
which  they  regarded  as  not  in  order,  either  as 
germane  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  KEITT.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I 
want  to  know  whether  the  appropriate  committee 
for  this  matter  is  not  the  Conunittee  on  Claims?. 
Here  is  a  proposition  claimed  by  two  committees, 
and  I  raise  the  question  that  the  appropriate  refer- 
ence of  it  is  to  the  Committee  on  Claims.  [Laugh- 
terj 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  overrules  the 
point  of  order.  There  is  no  proposition  pending 
to  refer  the  message  to  any  committee  except  the 
Committee  on  Mmtary  Anairs.  ^ 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  was  about  to  say  that, 
•with  regard  to  that  branch  of  the  subject  last 
alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  as  to 

Futting  in  private  daims  upon  appropriation  bills, 
make  no  charge  against  the  committee.  I  have 
reference  altogether  to  public  business;  and  I  have 
attained  my  object  now,  in  having  called  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  the  subject,  which  I  hope 
will  be  looked  into. 
Mr.  WINSLOW.    I  merely  rise  to  say,  Mr. 


Speaker,  that  this  is  a  very  important  matter — 
extremely  important;  and  I  think  it  ought  to  be 
very  thoroughly  discussed.  This  is  a  contest 
between  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  and 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  But  turn 
nostrwn  tanlat  eompoture  lites.  I  wish  to  see  the 
House  take  some  time  in  the  investigation  of  this 
subject.  It  involves  some  principles  which  ought 
to  be  fully  deliberated  on  and  discussed.  To  give 
an  opportunity  for  full  deliberation,  I  move  that 
the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr,  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  hope  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina  will  withdraw  his 
motion  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  WINSLOW.  I  cannot  deny  any  favor 
to  my  friend  from  Tennessee;  I  withdraw  the 
motion  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  wish  to  inquire  of  the 
Chair  as  to  what  would  be  the  condition  of  the 
question  if  we  should  now  adjourn  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  understands  that 
the  message  would  go  to  the  Speaker's  table,  and 
come  up  in  order. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Then  we  had  better  not 
adjourn  until  the  matter  be  decided. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  1  think,  sir,  that 
the  difficulty  in  this  particular  case  arises  from 
the  fact,  that  the  message  which  has  bran  read 
contains  matter  which  should  appropriately  go  to 
different  committees;  or,  in  other  words,  perhaps, 
that  the  communication  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, according  to  my  notion  of  things,  iinprop- 
erly  recommends  an  appropriation  of  |3,000,000. 
Sir,  all  matters  relating  to  the  increase  of  the 
Army,  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  organization  of 
the  Army,  to  the  improvement  of  arms  and  imple- 
ments of  war,  to  the  commencement  of  fortinca- 
tions  or  new  works,  appropriately  go  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs;  and  until  that 
committee  shall  report,  and  moke  their  recom- 
mendations, and  present  to  the  House  something 
which  shall  become  law,  there  is  no  earthly  ne- 
cessity for  an  appropriation.  But,  sir,  if  the  first 
part  of  this  message,  after  being  maturely  inves- 
tigated by  the  Committee  on  Military  Affura, 
should  result  in  a  favorable  recommendation  from 
that  committee,  and  if  their  recommendation 
should  be  concurred  in  by  Congress,  and  the  im- 
provement or  increase  of  arms  authorized,  then — 
that  beine  the  law — it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  head 
of  the  War  Department,  with  the  law  before  htm, 
to  make  his  estimate  specifically  to  carry  out  the 
provisions  of  the  law.  Then,  when  these  esti- 
mates would  be  sent  to  the  House,  tli^  wouM 
approjn'iately  go  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means',  as  all  estimates  for  appropriations,  and 
all  propositions  for  the  raising  of  revenue  to  meet 
appropriations,  should  appropriately  go.  But  all 
new  legislation  pertaining  to  the  Army,  pertain- 
ing to  the  Navy,  pertaining  to  the  different  in- 
terests of  the  country,  should  go  to  their  appro- 
priate conunittee,  and  estimates  should  be  sub- 
mitted, after  the  laws  had  been  passed,  to  meet 
Uie  requirements  of  such  laws.  Thus,  sir,  if  you 
will  look  back  to  the  legislation  of  the  country, 
to  those  who  framed  the  ecu4y  laws,  and  to  those 
also  who  framed  the  rules  of  this  House,  you  will 
find  that  they  were  wise,  good,  and  patriotic  men. 
They  provided  that  the  estimates  tor  the  appro- 

Sriations  for  this  Government— for  edl  its  vanous 
epartments — qhould  be  made  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  that  he  should  make  toem 
direct  to  the  Congress  of  tiie  United  States.  And 
why,  sir,  is  that  necessary  ?  It  is  necessary  be- 
cause yourSecrctary  of  the  Treasury  should  know 
what  are  to  be  the  aggregate  demands  upon  your 
Treasury,  and  that  he  may  know  whether  or  not 
he  will  be  prepared  with  the  means  to  meet  the  ap- 
propriations. But  suppose  the  War  Department 
sends  here  without  coming  through  the  Treasory, 
and  asks  for  an  appropriation  of  $3,000,000? 
Suppose  the  Navy  Department  comes  through 
the  Naval  Committee,  or  through  my  friend  fhnn 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Orr,]  and  asks  for  the  build- 
ing of  sixteen  steam  war  fri^tes,  involving  the 
appropriation  of  many  millions  of  dollars;  the 
secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  no  information 
upon  the  subject,  and  how  is  he  to  be  prepared  to 
make  suitable  recommendations,  and  see  that  be 
has  suitable  means  to  meet  them  ?  Suppose  the 
House  should  carry  out  the  recommendations  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  and  should  pass  a  bill  in 
accordance  with  them,  and  the  first  omcial  inform- 
ation the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  that  the 
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Mr.  H.  Marshall,  to  refer  the  Preeident's  mes- 
sage to  the  Committpe  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union;  and  the  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurred  on  Mr.  CIuitman*s  mo- 
tion, to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs, and  order  it  to  be  printed;  which  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GtUITMAN  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  message  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  and  also  moved  to  lay 
the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table;  which  lat- 
ter motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  now  move  that 
the  rules  be  suspended,  and  that  the  House  re- 
solve itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of^the  Union. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  (Mr.  Pennington  in  the  chair.) 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  that  the  business 
first  in  order  was  the  annual  message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  #ffer  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions: 

1.  Resolved.  Tbat  so  much  of  the  snnual  meisage  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  the  turo  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, at  the  present  session,  as  relates  to  our  foreign  affairs, 
tofcether  with  the  accompanying  correspondence  in  relation 
thereto ;  to  the  auempt  which  the  ezigenciea  of  the  war  in 
which  Great  Britain  is  engaged  with  Russia  induced  her 
to  make  to  draw  recruits  from  the  United  States ;  to  sur- 
veying and  establishing  the  boundary  line  which  divides 
tlie  Territory  of  Washington  At>m  the  contiguous  British 
possessions  j  to  the  extinguishment  of  the  possessory  rights 
of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  and  of  the  Puget's  Sound 
Agricultural  Company— be  referred  to  tlie  Committee  on 
Foreign  AflUrs. 

9.  Kesoloed,  That  so  much  of  Uie  said  message  and  ao- 
eompanyin|  documents  as  relates  to  farther  a|ipropttations 
for  the  service  of  another  season  of  the  commi^ioii  for  de- 
termining the  rights  of  fishing  in  the  mouths  of  rivers  on  the 
coastfl  of  the  Umted  States  and  the  British  North  American 
provinces ;  to  tlie  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Treasury ; 
to  tlie  condition  of  the  same ;  to  the  pubUc  debt  and  its  re- 
payment :to  the  fiscal  business  of  the  Government ;  to  the 
early  revision  and  reduction  of  the  tariff  of  duties  on  im- 
ports—be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

3.  Retolved,  That  so  much  of  the  said  message  and  ac- 
companying documents  as  relates  to  the  insertion  by  public 
officers  of  false  entries  on  their  books  of  record  or  account, 
or  to  make  fhlstc  returns ;  and  also  requiring  them,  on  the 
termination  of  their  service,  to  deliver  to  their  successors 
ail  books,  recorda,  and  objects  of  a  public  nature  in  their 
custody — be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

4.  Reiolved.  That  so  much  of  the  said  message  and  ac- 
companying oocuments  as  relates  to  the  Army  of  tlie  United 
States ;  to  the  making  provision  by  a  retired  list  for  disabled 
ofRcers ;  of  increased  compensation  to  the  offlcen  retained 

'  on  the  list  for  active  duty ;  for  a  partial  reorganization  of  the 
Anny ;  of  hostilities  on  the  part  of  the  Indian  tribes  in  Uie 
Territories  of  Oregon  and  Washington — be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

5.  Re$olved,  That  so  much  of  the  said  message  and  accom' 
paiiying  documents  as  relates  to  tlie  Navy  of  tlic  United 
-States,  and  to  a  gradual  and  systematic  increase  of  the  same, 
be  referred  tf>  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affhirs. 

$.  Rewlved,  Thatao  much  of  the  said  message  and  accom- 
panying documents  as  relates  tothe  Poat  Office  Departpient, 
Its  operation  and  condition,  bo  referred  to  the  Conrniittee  ou 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

7.  Retolved,  That  so  much  of  the  said  message  and  accom- 
Danying  documents  as  relates  to  the  public  lands,  their  sale, 
location  with  military  scrip,  or  laud  warrants,  taken  up 
under  grants  for  roads,  selections  as  swamp  lands  by  States, 
and  survey,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

8.  Reaolvtd^  That  so  much  of  said  message  and  accom- 
panyiog  documents  as  relates  to  the  District  of  Columbia 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

9.  Reaolved,  That  so  much  of  said  message  and  accoiu- 
panyinff  documents  as  relates  to  the  Territories  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Territories. 

Mr.  GROW.  Does  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  propose  to  ask  for  a 
▼ote  upon  these  resolutions  now  ? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Of  course.  I  desire  to 
have  them  acted  upon  as  soon  as  possible.  It 
will  be  observed  tnat  we  have  been  in  session 
now  three  months,  without  the  transaction  of  any 
business  whatever;  and  it  is  a  matter  of  some  im- 
portance that  some  of  the  subjects  treated  of  in 
the  message  should  be  referred,  so  that  the  com- 
mittees may  have  them  under  consideration. 

Mr.  GROW.  If  that  be  the  object  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  I  will  certainly 
throw  no  obstacle  in  the  way  of  facilitating  the 
business  of  the  House.  I  believe  that  the  Kansas 
message  comes  up  immediately  after  this  is  dis- 
posed of;  and  with  the  understanding  that  I  can 
Imve  the  floor  upon  that,  I  will  now  yield  it. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  The  discussion  likely  to 
take  place  in  the  committee  may  perhaps  be 
more  appropriate  to  the  special  message  in  refer- 
ence to  Muaas  affurs  than  to  the  annual  mes- 


sage; I  hope,  therefore,  the  committee  will  con- 
sent to  the  immediate  passage  of  these  resolutions. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  thmk  these  resolutions 
ought  to  be  printed  before  they  are  acted  on,  so 
that  gentlemen  can  compare  them  with  the  mes- 
sage. It  is  impossible  for  members  to  know,  from 
hearing  the  resolutions  read,  whether  the  dis- 
tribution proposed  is  a  proper  one. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  They  have  been  very  care- 
fully prepared. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  do  not  question  that  the  gen- 
tleman has  bestowed  great  care  on  them;  but  other 
gentlemen  may  wish  to  compare  them  with  the 
message  itself.  There  might  be  dhferences  of 
opinion  os  to  the  proper  references.  I  do  not  de- 
sire to  delay  action,  but  I  think  these  resolutions 
ought  to  be  printed  before  we  are  called  upon  to 
act  on  them. 

Mr.  GROW.  Then,  if  the  resolutions  are  not 
to  be  adopted  now,  if  the  gentleman  from  Alabama 
wishes  to  have  them  printed,  I  61aim  the  floor.  I 
desire  to  speak  upon  the  message  of  the  Presi- 
dent; but  It  is  late  in  the  day,  and  I  should  like 
the  committee  to  rise. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  suppose  the  res- 
olutions will  be  printed  in  the  Globe  of  to-mor- 
row as  a  part  or  this  day's  proceedings.  The 
committee  cannot  order  them  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  GROW.    I  did  not  propose  it. 

Mr.  JONES.  The  gentleman  will  see  them 
in  the  Globe,  and  can  propose  any  amendment  he 
desires  before  they  are  finally  acted  on. 

Mr.  GROW.  1  have  no  amendment  to  pro- 
pose. I  desire  to  speak  upon  the  messa^  or  the 
President;  and  as  the  gentleman  from  Alabama 
wished  to  see  the  resolutions  printed,  I  suggested 
that  the  committee  should  now  rise,  and  then  he 
can  sec  them  in  to-morrow's  Globe. 

Mr.  ORR.  If  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia desires  to  discuss  the  President's  message, 
and  does  not  desire  to  proceed  this  evening,  I  will 
move  that  the  committee  do  now  rise,  if  he  will 
yield  the  floor  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  GROW.    I  yiela  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  ORR.  The  gentleman  will,  then,  be  enti- 
tled to  the  floor  when  we  go  into  committee  again. 
I  move  that  the  committee  do  now  rise. 

Mr.  JONES.  Unless  the  gentleman  wishes  to 
make  a  speech  in  reference  to  these  resolutions 
themselves,  I  think  we  might  as  well  adopt  them 
now  as  at  any  other  time. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  must  remind 
gentlemen  that  the  motion  that  the  committee  rise 
IS  not  debatable.  Does  the  ^ntleman  from  South 
Carolina  persist  in  his  motion? 

Mr.  ORR.  I  made  the  motion  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania. 
If  he  wishes  to  go  on  with  his  remarks,  of  course 
I  will  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  GROW.  I  am  very  much  obliged  to  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  but  I  prefer  not 
to  ep  on  witli  my  remarks  now. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  hope  the  committee  will 
rise  and  report  the  resolutions  to  the  House. 
We  can  then  go  back  into  committee,  and  proceed 
to  consider  the  special  message. 

Mr.  GROW.  I  certainly  have  no  objection  to 
that,  with  the  understanding  that  I  shall  have  the 
floor  when  we  go  back  into  committee. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  insist  upon  my  motion, 
then,  that  the  committee  rise  and  report  the  reso- 
lutions to  the  House. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  will  inform  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  that  he  will  not  be 
entided  to  the  floor  if^  the  House  go  into  com- 
mittee upon  another  subject. 

Mr.  GROW.  Then,  1  hope  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Orr]  will 
be  adopted. 

Mr.  ORR.   I  am  not  very  sure  that  the  course 

Proposed  to  be  pursued  by  the  gentleman  from 
>hio  [Mr.  Campbell]  is  a  right  and  proper  one. 
It  is  certainly  very  unusual  for  the  committee,  at 
its  first  sitting,  to  parcel  out  the  President's  an- 
nual message  amons  the  standing  committees.  I 
have  known  that  document  to  be  discussed  in 
committee  for  two  months  before  it  was  referred 
to  the  committees.  I  have  nothing  to  say,  myself, 
upon  the  subject,  but  it  is  not  usual  to  dispose  of 
the  matter  in  this  summary  manner. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Choir  desires  to  know 
if  there  is  any  motion  before  the  committee  ? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Yes,  sir;  my  motion  is 
before  it. 


Mr.  GROW.  The  Chair  assigned  tha  floor  to 
me.  I  yielded  only  to  the  gentleman  fVom  South 
Carolina,  to  move  that  the  committee  rise. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  So  the  Chair  understands; 
but  no  debate  is  in  order,  unless  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  withdraws  his  motion. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  hove  not  withdrawn  my  motion. 
The  debate  that  hos  been  going  on  between  dif- 
ferent gentlemen  upon  all  sides  of  the  Holt  lias 
gone  on  by  general  consent,  in  order  that  we 
might  understand  one  another.  I  supposed  there 
was  no  ol^ection  to  it. 

Mr;  JONES.  I  merely  wish  to  make  one  re- 
mark. It  is  true,  as  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Orr]  says,  tha^  the  President's 
annual  message  has  on  former  occasions  been 
under  discussion  for  weeks  before  it  has  been  re- 
ferred to  the  standing  committees  of  the  House. 
But  the  President's  annual  message  which  is  now 
before  us  is  so  sound  in  principle  and  wise  in  its 
recommendations,  as  to  command  the  universal 
respect  and  approbation  of  the  committee;  and 
consequently  tney  do  not  wish  to  make  any 
speeches  ^pon  it,  but  are  willing  tbat  it  should  be 
referred  without  debate.     [Great  laughter.] 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Urr's 
motion,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  accordingly  rose,  and  the  Speak- 
er having  resumed  the  chair,  the  Chairman  [Mr. 
Penkikgton]  reported  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  had  had  the 
Union  ^nerally  under  consideration,  and  partic- 
ularly Uie  annual  messaee  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  haa  come  to  no  resolution 
thereon. 

Mr.  WALKER  moved  that  the  House  adjourn . 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  thereupon  (at 
a  quarter  to  three  o'clock,  p.  m.)  the  House 
adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 
Thursday,  Fthrwur^  28, 1856. 
Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev«*HBNRT  C.  Dbak. 
The  Journal  of  yesterdaywas  read  and  approved. 

ADJOURNMENT  TO  MONDAY. 

Mr.  STUART.  Mr.  President,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enabling  several  of  the  standing  commit- 
tees to  bring  up  their  business  I  mofe  that,  when 
the  Senate  suljoums  to-day,  it  be  to  meet  on  Mon- 
day next. 

Some  of  the  cx>mmittee8  have  business  to  trans- 
act, for  which  one  day  of  the  week  is  not  sufficient: 
the  adoption  of  m v  motion  will  give  thera  further 
time  for  the  consideration  of  committee  busioosa. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  present^  the  memorial 
of  examining  clerks  in  the  bounty  land  depart- 
ment of  the  pension  bureau,  praying  for  on  in- 
crease of  compensation;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  GEVER  presented  the  memorial  of  Sam- 
uel A.  Lowe,  praying  for  compensation  for  ser- 
vices in  copying  and  superintending  the  printing 
of  the  laws  of  Kansas,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Legislative  Assembly;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Territories. 

Mr.  EVANS  presented  the  memorial  of  sun- 
dry officers  of  tne  custom-house  in  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  praying  for  an  increase  of  com- 
pensation; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

NAVAL  RETIRING  BOARD. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  presented  the  petidon  of 
Commander  Robert  Ritchie,  who  has  been  placed 
on  the  reserved  list  in  consequence  of  the  action 
of  the  late  naval  board,  praying  to  be  restored  to 
his  former  position  in  the  Navy;  which  was^- 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aifairsi 

Mr.  BIGLER.  Mr.  President,  it  is  my  duty 
to  present  to  the  Senate  the  memorial  of  George 
C.  Read,  a  captain  in  the  Navy,  and  I  shall  ask 
its  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs. 

This  officer,  Mr.  President,  is  a  constituent  of 
mine,  and  justly  and  properly  claims  my  special 
consideration  in  a  matter  which  he  believes  greatly 
concerns  his  personal  honor;  and  I  must  ask  the 
indulgence  of  the  Senate  whilst  I  submit  a  very  few 
remarks  in  reference  to  the  career  and  character 
of  this  officer,  and  the  purpose  of  his  memorial. 

It  is  quite  evident  on  the  face  of  the  memorial 
!  that  the  feelings  of  Captain  Read  have  been  sorely 
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hition,  which  coocerns  a  very  important  question, 
and  which  I  give  notice  I  shall  call  up  to-morrow: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  oo  Foreign  Relations  be 
directed  to  consider  tbe  expediency  of  some  act  of  legisla- 
tion, having  tlic  concurrence  of  botli  Houses  of  Congress, 
by  which  the  treaty  wjth  Denmark,  regulating  tlie  payment 
of  sound  dacfl,  may  be  eflfectively  abrogated,  in  conformity 
witit  the  requirements  of  tbe  Constitution,  under  which 
every  treaty  is  a  part  of  "  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,'' 
and  in  conformity  with  the  practice  of  the  Government  in 
6uch  cases ;  and  eifpcciaUy  to  consider  if  such  legixlation 
be  not  necessary  forthwith,  in  order  to  supply  a  defect  in 
llw  notice  of  the  purpose  of  the  United  States  to  abrogate 
ilie  said  treaty,  which  tbe  President  has  undertaken  to  give 
to  Penmnrk,  witiiout  the  authority  of  an  act  of  Congress, 
and  in  dii<regard  of  the  function  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, in  the  abrc^p&tion  of  all  existing  laws. 

MESSAGE  PROM  THE  PRESIDENT. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  b^  Sidney  Webster,  Esq., 
his  Secretary,  transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a 
resolution  or  the  Senate  of  the  25Ui  instant,  the 
correspondence  which  has  taken  place  between 
this  Government  and  that  of  Great  Britain  in 
regard  to  the  enlistment  of  soldiers  within  the 
United  States,  by  the  agents  and  officers  of  the 
latter,  for  the  British  army. 

Mr.  MASON.  The  papers  communicated  are 
the  correspondence  and  documents  called  for  by 
the  late  resolution  of  the  Senate,  in  reference  to 
the  matters  pending  between  this  Government  and 
that  of  Great  Britain.  They  are  not  very  volu- 
minous. It  is  known  that  the  country  is  looking 
for  their  publication  with  some  interest.  I  move, 
therefore,  that  five  thousand  copies,  in  addition 
to  the  usual  number,  be  printed,  of  which  one 
thousand  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  Department 
of  State,  and  the  residue  for  the  Senate.  I  pre- 
sume it  will  be  necessary  to  communicate  tnem 
not  only  to  our  Ministers  abroad,  but  to  consuls 
at  important  points;  and  therefore  I  ask  for  so 
large  a  number  for  the  State  Department. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

BILLS  BECOME  LAWS. 

A  message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  by  Mr.  Webster,  his  Secretary,  an- 
pounced  that  he  had  signed  the  following  bills 
and  joint  resolutions  of  the  Senate: 

A  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  Regents  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

A  resolution  to  supply  a  deficiency  in  the  ap- 
propriations for  printing  for  the  second  session 
of  the  Thirty-Third  Congress. 

An  act  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  change  the  name  of  the  French-built  brig 
Vigie  to  Minnie. 

CLAYTON-BULWER  TREATY. 

Mr.  MASON.  Mr.  President,  I  offer  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Re$olv€d,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested, if,  in  his  opinion,  it  be  not  incompatible  with  tbe 
Kublic  interest,  to  inform  tbe  Senate  whether  any  otler  has 
een  made  by  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  tbe  United  States  to  refer  to  the  arbitrament 
of  some  friendly  Power,  or  otherwise,  the  question  in  dif- 
ference between  the  two  Governments  on  the  comtruction 
of  the  convention  of  the  4th  of  July,  1850,  with  any  cor- 
respondence touching  or  concerning  such  proposed  arbi- 
tration. 

The  President,  in  his  annual  message,  commu- 
nicated to  both  Houses  of  Congress  the  corre- 
spondence connected  with  the  matter  of  difference 
in  relation  to  that  treaty  and  the  eiffairs  connected 
with  Central  America.  Upon  an  examination  of 
that  correspondence  and  of  those  documents,  we 
find  nothing  of  anv  kind  showing  that  such  an 
offer  had  been  maoe,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain, 
to  this  Government.  We  know  that  it  has  been 
officially  statedin  the  House  of  Lords,  in  England, 
by  the  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  there,  that 
such  an  offer  was  made.  On  a  former  occasion  I 
said,  in  reply  to  a  question  of  a  Senator,  that  my 
impression  was,  that  no  such  offer  had  been  made ; 
that  it  was  not  improbable  that  some  suggestion 
of  that  character  had  been  incidentally  or  unoffi- 
cially made  to  the  Minister  of  the  United  States 
in  England,  on  the  part  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment, but  which  bad  gone  no  further.  Now,  sir, 
if  the  fact  be,  that  the  Government  of  England, 
through  its  organ,  has  announced  to  the  world 
that  such  an  offer  had  been  made  in  terms,  and  I 
not  having  been  accepted  that  it  had  been  re-  i 
newed,  it  becomes  important  to  the  true  history  i 
of  the  case,  that  we  should  know  whether  such 
unofficial  and  incidental  conversation  has  been  \ 
characterized  by  the  British  Minister  as  an  offer  I 
to  arbttcatfi,  to  b%  accapted  or  rejected  on  our  part.  | 


I  ask  that  we  may  have  the  resolution  consid- 
ered at  once,  in  order  that,  if  practicable,  the  in- 
formation (if  the  President  soould  communicate 
it)  may  go  to  the  world  along  with  the  corre- 
spondence which  he  has  just  sent  in. 

The  resolution  was  considered  by  imanimous 
consent,  and  agreed  to. 

NOTICE  OF  A  BILL. 
Mr.  BIGLER  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  provide  for  the 
purchase  of  a  suitable  site,  and  for  the  erection  of 
proper  buildings,  for  the  United  States  court  and 
post  office  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  GEYERjin  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  au- 
thorizing the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  approve 
the  accounts  of  the  marshal  for  the  district  of  Mis- 
souri, for  furniture  provided  for  the  use  of  the 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  said  district, 
at  the  April  term  of  said  court,  held  at  St.  Louis 
in  the  year  1854;  which  was  read  twice  by  its 
title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD,  in  pursuance  of  previous 
notice,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  to  provide  for  the  improvement  of  the  navi- 

fation  of  the  Ohio  river;  which  was  read  twice 
y  its  title,  and  referred  to   the  Committee  on 
Cfommerce. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  FISH.  I  wish  to  make  a  remark  in  refer- 
ence to  something  which  fell  from  me  yesterday, 
in  the  course  of  debate  on  the  fortification  bill. 
In  order  to  show  some  of  the  reasons  of  my  desire 
for  the  delay  or  postponement  of  that  bill,  1  referred 
to  the  fact  that  I  had  offered  a  resolution  some  time 
since,  calling  on  the  War  Department  for  informa- 
tion with  regard  to  the  necessity  of  some  fortifi- 
cation IB  the  neighborhood  of  New  York,  to  which 
no  reply  had  been  received.  In  the  course  of  the 
debate,  I  also  said  tliat  another  resolution  of  in- 
quiry had  been  answered  within  a  very  few  days 
after  its  adoption.  I  am  not  surprised,  Mr. 
'President,  that  an  infierence  was  drawn  from  that 
remark  that  there  had  been  some  local  preference 
in  favor  of  one  place  over  another.  I  confess  at 
that  time  such  was  my  impression.  I  have  reason 
now  to  know  that  in  that  I  was  mistaken.  The 
resolution  which  I  offered  is  under  consideration 
by  the  Department,  and  the  delay  in  answering  it 
arises  from  the  inherent  difficulties  of  the  case. 
The  one  resolution,  relating  to  an  undefended 
coast,  was  easily  answered;  the  oUier,  relating  to 
the  completion  of  a  system  of  fortifications,  of 
which  many  have  already  been  made,  required, 
as  I  am  told,  much  consideration  and  examination.  ' 
I  am  assured  that  that  alone  is  the  cause  for  the 
delay  in  answering  the  resolution  which  I  sub- 
mitted with  regard  to  the  defenses  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  New  York.  I  therefore  desire  to  make 
this  explanation,  in  justice  to  the  gentleman  at  the 
head  of  the  War  Department,  for  whom  I  enter- 
tain high  respect;  and  I  am  very  happy  to  be  able 
to  relieve  him  from  any  imputations  which  might 
have  arisen  from  the  remarks  which  I  made,  of 
having  a  preference  for  one  locality  over  another. 
AFFAIRS  IN  KANSAS. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FOOT,  the  Senate  resumed 
the  consideration  of  Mr.  WcllerU  motion  to 
print  ten  thousand  extra  copies  of  the  President's 
message  of  February  18,  with  the  accompanying 
documents,  relative  to  afiOedrs  in  the  Territory  of 
Kansas. 

Mr.  HALE  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  addressed 
the  Senate  at  great  length,  going  into  a  history 
of  the  subject  from  the  introduction  ef  the  Kansas 
bill  to  the  present  time,  and  sparing  none  who 
were  concerned  in  advocating  the  measure.  [His 
speech  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.] 

Mr.  TOOMBS  defended  the  course  of  the  Pres- 
ident in  issuing  his  proclamation.  His  remarks 
will  be  published  hereafter  in  the  Appendix. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  This  is  the  third  time  I  have 
risen  to  make  some  explanation  in  relation  to 
General  Atchison, in  connection  with  the  subject 
before  the  Senate.  I  cannot  do  it  this  evening. 
It  would  occupy  me,  perhaps,  half  an  hour.  I 
would,  therefore,  suggest  the  propriety  of  post- 
poning this  subject  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  SUMNLR.  A  special  order  has  already 
been  fixed  for  Monday. 

Mr.  WELLER.    On  Monday  next  tha  que»> 


tion  of  the  seat  of  the  Senator  from  IlliBois  will 
come  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  Then  1  will  name  Wednesday 
next.  I  think  there  has  been  a  decided  misrepre- 
sentation of  General  Atchison ,  and  it  is  proper 
for  me  to  say  a  few  words  in  his  vindication.  I 
will  name  any  day  for  that  ptirpose  that  is  agree- 
able to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SEWARD,  and  others.  Say  Wednesday 
next. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  move  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  this  subject  until  Wednesday 
next,  and  niake  it  the  special  order  for  that  day. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

RECONSIDERATION  OF  ADJOURNMENT  OVER, 

Mr.  MASON.  A  motion  was  adopted  this 
morning  that  when  the  Senate  adjourns  to-day  it 
be  to  meet  on  Monday  next.  I  have  the  consent 
of  the  gentleman  who  made  that  motion,  for  rea- 
sons satisfactory  to  me,  to  ask  for  the  reconsid- 
eration of  that  vote,  in  order  that  the  Senate  may 
sit  to-morrow.  The  reason  for  making  this  mo- 
tion is,  that  there  are  some  matters  affecting  our 
foreign  intercourse  which  it  is  important  should 
be  acted  on  to-morrow;  and  therefore  I  ask  that 
the  Senate  shall  assemble  then. 

Mr.  WELLER.  We  can  have  an  executive 
session  to-day. 

Mr.  MASON.  The  business  to  which  I 
allude  must  be  done  in  open  session.  If  I  were  at 
liberty  to  disclose  it  to  tne  Senate  I  am  sure  the 
Senate  could  be  satisfied  with  it. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  on  the 
motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  BIGLER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
they  were  ordered;  and  being  taken  resulted — 
yeas  26,  nays  9 — as  follows: 

YE.4S— Messrs.  Adami,  Allen,  Benjamin.  Bigler,  Brod- 
head,  Butler,  Clay,  Evans,  Fish,  Houston,  Hunter,  James, 
Jobnron,  Jone*  of  Iowa,  Maliorv,  Mason,  Pu|^,  Reid, 
Ruflk,  SebafBtian,  Seward.  tSlidell,  l^lioiuaon  of  New  Jersey, 
Toucey,  Weller,  and  Yulee— 26. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Oriuenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Geyer,  Hale, 
Jones  of  Tcnne^e,  Pearce,  Trumbull,  and  Wade — 9. 

So  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  agreed  to;  and 
the  question  recurred  upon  the  adoption  of  tha 
motion,  that,  when  the  Senate  adjourns  to-day  it 
be  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  desire  to  say  to  the  Senate, 
that  I  think  it  desirable  that  there  should  be  a 
session  to-morrow,  in  order  to  have  printed  some 
additional  documents  which  we  may  receive  from 
the  Executive, and  which  it  is  desirable  should  be 

Crintcd  to  go  aiong  with  those  which  have  already 
een  printed. 

Mr.  FISH.  I  wish  to  ask  the  Senator  from 
Virginia  whether  his  object  will  not  be  attained 
by  making  an  order,  which  has,  I  believe,  the 
precedent  of  the  former  action  of  the  Senate,  that 
when  the  documents  to  which  he  alludes  shall  be 
received  the  Secretary  may  have  them  printed  ? 

Mr.  MASON.  I  think  it  would  be  better  that 
we  should  subject  ourselves  to  some  inconveni« 
ence  rather  than  incur  the  risk  of  any  irregularity. 
The  call  which  was  made  by  a  resolution  adopted 
to-day  is  the  one  which  I  expect  to  be  answered 
to-morrow;  though  of  course  it  will  be  in  the 
executive  discretion  to  do  so  or  not. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  suppose  it  will  be  a  matter 
of  course  to  make  the  order  for  printing  to- 
morrow the  documents  alluded  to  by  tlie  Senator 
from  Virginia;  and,  if  that  is  all  the  business 
which  is  to  conie  before  us  to-morrow,  it  will 
not  be  necessary  for  more  of  us  to  eome  here 
than  sufiicient  to  form  a  quorum. 

Mr.  MASON.  It  is  of  course  very  desirable 
to  have  a  quorum — nothing  more. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  February  38,  1&56. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.  Prayer 
by  Rev.  Hekrt  C.  Dean. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  the  State  Department,  transmit- 
ting a  copy  of  a  letter  from  (japtain  Thomas  A, 
Dornin,  of  the  United  States  Navy,  and  of  the 
documents  referred  to  therein,  respecting  a  claim 
of  Charles  L.  Denman,  the  United  States  Consul 
at  Acapolco,  for  relief  a^Torded  to  two  American 
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Mr.  MILLS02^\  I  do  uot  know  dial  1  have 
any  objection  to  the  resolution  oh  modified,  be- 
cause i  know  that  such  cases  were  referred  by  a 
general  order. 

Mr.  MACE.  If  the  object  of  the  resolution  ^s 
to  divide  the  jurisdiction  over  claii^s  between 
Congress  and  the  Court  of  Claims,  1  hope  it^ill 
not  be  adopted.  There  should  be  no  con6ict  be- 
tween Congress  and  the  Court  of  Claims  in  regard 
to  demands  against  the  Government.  The  Court 
0f  Claims,  so  far,  I  believe,  has  the  confidcuceof 
the  country:  let  it  do  the  business  contemplated 
bynhe  law  of  its  creation,  without  any  interfer- 
ence on  the  part  of  Congress. 

Mr.  SIMMONS.  The  House  will  recollect 
that  we  took  a  great  deal  of  pains  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress  to  constitute  this  Court  of 
Claims.  Every  one  who  has  had  any  experience 
in  Congress,  or  in  a  State  Legislature,  knows  pcr- 
JTectly  well  that,  without  tlie  advantages  of  such  a 
court,  there  is  often  great  injustice  done  to  the 
Government,  as  well  as  to  individuals,  by  the 
attempt  on  the  part  of  the  House  to  settle  and 
examine  claims.  Now,  sir,  the  only  difficulty  in 
the  action  of  the  Court  of  Claims  is  in  regard 
to  cases  of  tort  or  damage  outside  of  contract. 
This  House  has  got  to  act  upon  such  cases,  and 
say  whether  or  not  it  will  refer  them  there.  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  act  ought  to  have  been 
fn\med  so  as  to  let  any  claimant  against  the  Gov- 
ernment go  before  the  Courtof  Claims  just  as  he 
would  go  into  court  if  he  had  a  claim  against  any 
individual.  Let  him  go  there  at  his  own  expense. 
That  court  should  have  jurisdiction  of  just  such 
clums  as  are  recoverable  in  a  court  of  law  or 
equity,  and  no  other;  and  with  such  cases  this 
body  should  have  no  interference.  If  a  claim  be 
brought  here,  we  should  immediately  look  at  it 
80  far  as  to  say  whether  it  is  a  claim  recoverable 
as  by  A  against  B,  in  a  court  of  law  or  equity; 
and,  if  so,  the  House  should  immediately  refer 
it  for  a  hearing  to  that  court,  and  have  nothing 
more  to  do  with  it.  If  it  be  not  such  a  claim, 
then  it  may  be  such  a  peculiar  case  that  this 
House  really  ought  to  do  something. 

Now,  then,  a  resolution  may  properly  be  passed 
here  which  will  allow  papers  to  be  taken  which 
have  been  presented  here  for  the  use  of  that 
court  upon  its  request;  but  I  am  unwilling  to  take 
any  course,  or  to  adopt  any  resolution,  which 
will  continue  this  objectionable  uncertainty,  and 
this  concurrent  and  conflictive  kind  of  cognizance 
between  this  House  and  that  court.  I  want 
simply  to  have  that  court  act;  and  that  we  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  cases  which  arc  really 
judicial  cases.  It  appears  to  me  that  we  should 
have  this  matter  put  in  proper  train.  I  have  read 
the  resolution  very  carefully,  and  I  do  not  sec 
how  it  is  going  to  interfere  with  the  court;  and 
yet  I  do*not  see  that  there  is  much  use  in  it. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not 
rise  for  the  purpose  of  making  opposition  to  the 
resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York.  We  are  all  aware  of  the  circumstances 
which  moved  both  Houses  of  Congress  to  pass 
the  bill  organizing  a  court  for  the  adjudication 
of  claims  against  the  Government.  A  large 
amount  of  clainis  had  accumulated,  and  the  press 
of  business  in  both  Houses  of  Congress  was  so 
great,  that  Congress  was  driven  to  constituu  a 
tribunal  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  these 
claims.  That  court  has  certain  jurisdiction  con- 
ferred upon  it  by  the  act.  It  was  ascertained  to 
be  a  matter  of  impossibiUty  for  the  committees  of 
this  House  and  of  the  Senate  to  give  these  claims 
that  kind  of  investigation  which  they  seemed  to 
demand. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  the  House, 
being  unable  to  reach  the  lar^e  number  of  bills 
which  still  remained  on  the  Calendar,  the  ones- 
tion  was,  what  disposition  oueht  to  be  maae  of 
such  OS  could  not  be  reached  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  legislation;  and  the  House  determined 
to  dispose  of  them  all  "  in  one  fell  swoop,"  by 
sending  them  direct  from  this  House  to  the  Court 
of  Claims,  there  to  be  prosecuted  as  the  parties 
may  think  proper.  But,  sir,  it  seems  that  the 
parties  have  not  in  all  instances  thought  proper 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  privileges  allowed  them 
to  go  before  that  court  and  prosecute  their  claims 
there.  As  I  understand  the  object  of  the  reso- 
lution, it  is  to  reach  a  class  of  cases  which  prob- 
ably ought  not  to  have  been  sent  there,  and  to 
bring  bftok  the  papers  to  this  Hcmse,  in  order  that 


the  House  may  determine  whether  or  not  the 
case  ou^ht  to  be  prosecuted  before  this  body  or 
before  that  court. 

There  is  one  question,  however,  on  which  I 
desire  the  attention  and  opinion  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  who  introduced  the  resolution. 
It  is  this:  whether  or  not  we  can  properly 
transfer  to  that  court,  by  resolution,  the  Senate 
bills  which  were  on  our  Calendar  ?  It  may  be  said 
that  this  House  had  possession  of  these  bills,  and 
that,  therefore,  it  hod  as  much  power  to  transfer 
them  as  those  which  had  originated  here.  I  do, 
however,  submit  whether  it  was  proper  or  cour- 
teous for  this  House  to  make  such  disposition  of 
the  Senate  bills?  It  occurs  to  me  that  this  reso- 
lution ou^ht  to  be  so  modified  as  to  exempt  bills 
which  originated  in  the  Senate,  were  sent  to  this 
House,  and  were  not  reached  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  legislation.  It  seems  to  me  that  such 
bills  ought  to  be  excepted,  and  left  to  the  Senate 
to  give  them  such  direction  as  they  may  think 
proper.  I  appeal  to  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  to  know  his  opinion  as  to  the  power  of  the 
House  to  make  that  disposition  of  the  Senate 
bills  that  were  on  our  Calendar ' 

Mr.  HAVEN.  As  to  the  Senate  bills  which 
were  then  in  the  House,  this  House  undoubtedly 
had  the  power  to  refer  them  to  the  Court  of 
Claims,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  act, 
which  are  —  after  enumerating  other  classes — 
"  and  also  all  claims  which  may  be  referred  to 
said  court  by  either  House  of  Congress.**  The 
claims  included  in  Senate  bills  were  oefore  us,  and 
we  certainly  could  refer  them,  under  the  law. 
One  word  more.  I  think  that  everybody  who 
looks  at  the  resolution  understands  its  object,  and 
sees  that  it  is  right.  I  agree  with  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  the  chairman  of  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  [Mr.  Simmons,]  and  with  the  gentle- 
men from  Indiana  and  Arkansas,  [Messrs. IVI  ace 
and  Greenwood,]  that  these  cloims  should  be 
kept  before  the  Court  of  Claims :  and  that  that  court 
may  be  made — as  it  is  cheerfully  willing — to  dis- 
charge its  duty  in  regard  to  them.  But  all  that  I 
had  in  view  was  this:  every  morning  four  or  five 
gentlemen  get  up  here,  telling  this  House  that 
there  are  claims  which  have  gone  there  under  the 
general  resolution,  which  that  court  cannot  have 
jurisdiction  over— such  as  applications  to  extend 
patents;  applications  for  the  bounty  of  Govern- 
ment; claims  of  men  who  want  bounty  lands  for 
being  wounded  in  the  service;  and  of  ladies  who 
think  they  are  entitled  to  something  for  having 
borne  three  or  four  children  at  a  biith.  All  this 
kind  of  claims  the  court  cannot  pass  upon;  and 
we  want  simply  to  get  back  here  all  the  papers  in 
such  cases  as  may  be  prop(^ly  referred  to  the 
committees  who  have  appropriate  charge  of  them, 
under  the  operations  of  general  philanthropy.  I 
hope  the  gentleman  from  Arkansas  will  move  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  I  suppose  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  does  not  design  to  include 
in  his  remarks  that  class  of  cases  which  is  based 
tfh  mere  equity  ? 

Mr.  HAVEN.  No,  not  on  that  kind  of  equity 
where  a  court  of  equity  cannot  grant  specific 
relief— not  on  roving  equity;  bjjt  I  do  include 
those  cases  where  a  court  co'uld  on  bill  filed^give 
specific  reUef  against  an  individual  under  the  gen- 
eral rules  an  dpractice  of  a  court  of  equity . 

Mr.  GREENWOOD*  I  call  for  the  previous 
question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  put ;  and,  being  put, 
the  resolution  as  modified  was  agi*eed  to. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  call  for  the  reg- 
ular order  of  business. 

INTRODUCTION  OF  BILLS  AND  RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  to  withdraw  his  call,  to  allow  me  to 
introduce  a  resolution,  that  bills  and  resolutions 
be  introduced  for  one  hour. 

Mr.  JONES.     I  will  yield  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  LETCHER,  I  hope  there  will  be  no  ob- 
jection  to  my  resolution.  I  ask  that  it  may  be 
read  for  information. 

The  resolution  was  read,  as  follows: 

Raolvedy  Thnt  the  States  shall  be  called  for  one  hoar 
fur  the  presentation  of  bills  and  reflations  to  whicli  there 
ig  no  objection,  for  reference  to  x\\q  appropriate  comioUteef : 
when  such  bill  or  resoluUnn  i.s  presented,  alter  the  resolu- 
tloo  shall  be  read,  or  the  title  of  tbo  bill  dball  be  announced, 
ths  Speaker  shiil  then  piit)p<mo<|  the  qaeadoa  t  *^  Is  tbert 


objection  ?^*  and  if  ttiere  be  olijection,  the  bill  or  rpwHiition 
■hall  then  be  returned  to  the  member  preseniiiig  the  »4une. 

There  was  no  objection; and  the  resolution  was 
received  and  adopted. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  execute  its  order, 
and  the  States  were  called  for  the  introduction  of 
bills  and  resolutions,  commencing  with  the  State 
of  Maine. 

Mr.  MORRILL  offered  the  following  resolution; 

which,  being  objected  to  by  Mn  Keitt,  was  not 

received: 

JUiolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Agriculture  be,  aod 
they  are  hereby,  requested  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  establishing  a  Board  of  Apiculture  under  the  direction 
of  the  Becretary  of  the  Intenor ;  and,  also,  of  p«tabli:ihin| 
one  or  more  naUonal  agricultural  schools  upon  Ibe  basis  of 
the  naval  and  military  schools,  in  order  tlut  one  scbolar 
fVom  each  congressional  district,  and  two  from  each  State 
at  large,  may  receive  a  scientific  and  practical  educatioa  at 
the  public  expense. 

Mr.  WAKEMAN,  by  unanimous  consent,  of- 
fered the  following  resolution;  Which  was  read, 
considered,  and  agreed  to: 

Re$olvcd.Thal  the  President  of  the  United  States  be,ai)4 
he  is  heret^,  requested  to  transmit  to  this  Hou*e  copies  of 
all  correspondence,  document,  and  papers  in  relation  to 
the  compensation  and  emolumems  of  Brevet  Lieuteaant 
General  Scott,  under  the  Joint  resolution,  approved  Fcbni< 
ary  15, 1835,  as  may  be  in  the  Executive  Department  of  the 
Government. 

Mr.  MORGAN  presented  a  preamble  and  res- 
olution of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  asking^ that  repairs  be  made  in  the  struc- 
tures of  the  Federal  Government  upon  the  quar- 
antine pounds;  which  were  read,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  M.  also  presented  a  memorial  from  R.  P. 
Johnston,  on  behalf  of  the  New  York  A^cul- 
tural  Society,  asking  for  an  appropriation  to 
carry  out  the  meteorological  observations  com- 
menced by  Lieutenant  Maury , of  the  United  States 
Navy,  and  to  establish  a  system  of  meteorological 
observations  for  the  land,  such  as  has  been  already 
discovered  for  the  sea;  wh.ich  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Agriculture. 

Mr.  KELSEY,  by  unanimous  consent,  offered 
the  following  resolution;  which  was  read,  con- 
sidered, and  agreed  to: 

Resolvedy  That  the  President  be  requested  to  lay  befbrt 
this  (louse,  if  consistent  with  the  public  isierest,  saeH 
information  as  may  be  in  the  possession  of  the  Departmcot 
of  the  Interior  touching  the  cause  of  any  difficolties  tliat 
may  have  arisfien  between  the  Oreek  and  Seminole  Indiaai 
since  their  emigraUon  west  of  ttic  Mississippi ;  and  whether 
any  of  the  Seminole  or  oUier  Indiana  have  lelt  the  country 
assigned  tliem;  and,  if  any,  what  number;  and  whcttor 
they  have  since  been  engaged  in  hostilities  again^  tiie 
United  States,  together  with  the  cause  of  such  hostilitie*. 

Mr.  HAVEN,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced the  following  resolution;  which  was  read, 
considered,  and  agreed  to: 

RcTolvedf  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  tbe 
Poiitraaster  General  be,  and  they  are  herclty,  directed  to 
report  to  tliis  ilouFe  whether  the  building  in  procew  of  con- 
struction at  Buflhlo,  for  a  custotn-house,  post  office,  court 
rooms,  and  for  other  offices,  is  of  auliiciont  size  to  ausvcr 
the  several  purposes  for  which  it  is  intended;  aod,  ii  ui 
their  opinion  it  is  uot,  tliat  they  fiirther  report  whether  any, 
and  what,  addition  can  be  made  thereto,  so  as  to  aatwer 
tlie  said  purposes ;  and  the  additional  cost  tiieieof. 

Mr.  HUGHSTON  asked  consent  to  offer  the 

following  resolution: 

Rc$olved,  That  House  bill  No.  629,  sent  bv  resolation  of 
the  last  Congress  to  the  Court  of  Claims,  be  procured  vf 
the  Clerk  of  this  Hoa8e,and  placed  on  its  files,  tbe  said 
Court  of  Claim?  having  no  Jurisdictioo  in  the  case. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  That  cannot  be 
done.  The  case  may  be  brought  back  here,  but 
not  placed  on  the  Calendar,  where  it  was  when 
sent  to  the  Court  of  Claims  by  the  last  Congrew. 
This  House  can  have  no  cognizance  of  what  wai 
done  by  the  last  Congress. 

Mr.  HUGHSTON.  I  was  informed  yesterday 
that  I  could  obtain  these  papers  by  application  to 
the  Court  of  Claims.  I  made  application  to  tbe 
clerk  of  that  court,  but  could  not  obtain  thetn; 
and  I  was  advised  to  obtain  them  by  resoluuon 
of  the  House.  I  have  therefore  offered  this  res- 
olution. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  do  not  object  to  the  wers 
being  obtained  (torn  the  Court  of  Claims.  What 
I  said  was,  that  we  could  wot  place  the  bill  upon 
the  Calendar,  as  I  understand  the  resoluuon  to 
provide  for.  ,    ,  , 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  understands  that 
the  resohition  contemplates  placing  the  papcri 
upon  the  files  of  the  House. 

Mr.  JONES.    Then  I  have  no  oy«««»» 
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to  have  no  concealment  from  the  Government  of 
the  United  States." 

It  is  very  certain  that  the  Secretary  of  State 
and  the  President  maybe  right  in  supposing  this 
was  not  an  explicit  acknowledgment;  hut  still  it 
is  one  of  those  cases  in  which  parties,  jealous  of 
their  honor,  may  misunderstand  the  effect  in- 
tended to  be  given  by  each  other  to  the  language 
which  they  respectively  use.  It  is,  however, 
equally  certain,  on  the  other  side,  that  Lord  Clar* 
endon  thought  h^  had  made  such  an  apologv  as 
should  be  made,  and  probably  all  the  apology 
which  could  be  made  by  a  Power  jealous  of  its 
dignity  and  of  its  honor;  because  in  a  diplomatic 
letter  ne  claims  that  this  was  an  apology;  that  it 
was  made  as  such  to  Mr.  Buchanan ;  and  that  Mr. 
Buchanan  was  satisfied  with  it.  He  insists  upon 
it  that  he  has  made  an  apology;  the  American 
Government  insists  that  he  has  not.  The  point 
of  difference  between  the  two  Governments  is 
confined  simplv  to  the  effect  of  the  language 
which  was  usea  by  Great  Britain. 

I  observe  that,  under  date  of  the  5th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1855,  Mr.  Marcy  writes  to  Mr.  Crampton,- 
that  **  the  in/ei^no/umai  aspect oftbe  case  has  been 
overlooked  by  Lord  Clarendon."  That  is,  that 
the  expression  of  regret  which  Lord  Clarendon 
had  made  was  one  which  had  in  view  only  the 
municipal  aspect  of  the  case — the  violation  of  the 
municipal  laws  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Marcy 
informs  Mr.  Crampton,  that  *'  the  international 
aspect  of  the  case  has  been  overlooked:"  and  he 
insists  that  the  proceedings  of  the  British  func- 
tionaries '*  were  a  violation  of  international  law, 
and  an  t^ront  to  the  sovereignty  of  the  United 
States,  and  infringement  of  their  local  law."  In 
reply  to  this.  Lord  Clarendon  answers,  that  he 
regrets  that  *<  his  former  explanations  had  not 
proved  as  satisfactory  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  as  they  had  appeared  to  be  to  Mr. 
Buchanan;"  but  he  aeclares,  that  **  if  the  law  of 
the  United  States  has  been  in  any  way  infVin^d 
by  persons  acting  with  or  without  any  authority 
from  them,  any  such  infringement  is  entirely  con- 
trary to  the  wishes  and  to  the  positive  instruc- 
tions of  her  Majesty's  Grovemmenu 

On  the  2d  of  November,  1855,  Mr.  Buchanan 
reports  a  conversation  held  with  Lord  Clarendon 
on  the  subject,  in  concluding  which  he  says  that 
Lord  Clarendon  remarked,  '*  in  a  sincere  and 
emphatic  manner,  that  nothing  had  been  further 
from  the  intention  of  the  British  Grovemmentthan 
to  violate  the  neutrality  of  the  United  States,  or 
to  give  them  cause  of  offense." 

This  brings  the  subject  down  to  a  very  narrow 
and  almost  technical  point,  under  the  code  of  honor 
which  regulates  the  diplomacy  of  nations*  To  say 
that  **  I  did  not  ititena  an  injury,  or  an  insult,  or 
an  ofi*ense,"  is  all,  perhaps,  that  a  man  can  truly 
aay  who  never  did  intend  such  a  thing;  unless 
you  will  obliffe  him  to  admit  falsely  that  he  in- 
tended that  wnich  he  did  not  purpose.  It  seems 
to  me  you  must  be  content,  taking:  his  honor  as 
the  pledge  for  the  truth  and  sincerity  of  the  dec- 
laration that  he  never  intended,  and  does  not  now 
wish  to  be  construed  to  have  intended,  any  of- 
fense. 

This  communication  of  Mr.  Buchanan  shows 
that  he  believed  Lord  Clarendon  and  the  British 
Ck»v6mment  to  be  sincere — because  he  dwells 
with  emphasis  on  this  point—"  to  be  sincere  in  the 
declaraUon  which  they  had  made  that  thev  had 
never  intended  any  offense  or  injury,  and  that 
what  had  been  done  had  been  done  unconscious- 
ly, if  it  wa»  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States."  I  do  not  say  this  ought  to  be  enough; 
but  I  do  say  it  is  enough  to  form  the  subject  of  a 
discussion  between  the  parties,  and  to  conclude 
against  the  assumption,  which  would  be  a  violent 
one,  that  the  British  Government  has  made  no 
apology  and  no  explanation  which  ought  to  be 
satisfactory. 

I  trust,  therefore,  if  this  action  of  the  Senate  is 
to  ^o  abroad,  that  in  regard  to  both  these  ques- 
tions it  may  be  understood  that  there  is  room  for 
further  consultation  and  negotiation  between  the 
Governments,  with  the  hope  that  the  smaller 
matter  may  be  accommodated  and  put  out  of  the 
way,  if  the  larg^er  one  is  still  to  remain  an  issue 
between  the  nations;  and  that  even  that  great  one 
which  afi*ects  our  country's  interests  so  profound- 
ly, may  in  some  way  be  happily  closea  while  all 
those  intereats  are  malntainea  and  preserved. 

Mr.  PEARCE.     Mr.  President,  I  think  that 


yesterday,  when  the  correspondence  m  relation  to 
the  enlistment  qiiestion  was  received,  it  was  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for  some  day  next  week.  Am 
I  correct  in  that,  sir? 

The  PRESIDENT.  There  was  no  motion  to 
that  effect. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  That  was  my  impression  at 
all  events.  I  did  not  expect  any  debate  to-day  on 
that  question.  The  papers  in  regard  to  it  were 
received  only  vcsteraay.  They  have  not  been 
printed  and  laid  on  our  tables,  and  I  am  not  aware 
that  they  have  found  their  way  into  the  newspa- 
pers of  this  city  or  elsewhere,  in  full.  A  portion 
of  them,  however,  has  appeared  in  a  newspaper 
in  a  neighboring  city — the  Baltimore  Patriot.  I 
do  not  feci  ready,  after  the  cursory  reading  which 
I  have  been  able  to  give  to  such  portions  of  the 
correspondence  as  have  come  under  my  eye,  to 
express  a  deliberate  opinion  on  the  subject,  and 
I  had  hoped  that  no  one  would  present  a  hasty 
view  of  it  to-day,  at  such  length,  at  all  events,  as 
the  Senator  from  New  York  has  seen  fit  to  pre- 
sent to  the  Senate. 

I  do  not  concur  with  that  Senator;  and  I  rise 
only  to  say  a  word  because,  not  concurring  with 
him,  I  am  unwilling  that  his  opinion  shall  ffo  forth 
to  the  country  without  reply  or  remark;  because 
the  Senate  piay  be  supposed  to  concur  in  that 
opinion,  if  no  one  here  shall  notice  it. 

I  will  not  undertake  to  say,  sir,  that  no  apoloey 
has  been  made  which  might  not,  perhaps,  by 
strained  liberality  and  ^At  indulgence,  be  con- 
strued into  some  sort  of  satisfaction;  and  I  know 
how  difficult  it  must  be,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances, to  make  a  graceful  and  satisfactory  ac- 
knowledgment. But  I  must  say  that,  so  far  as  I 
have  been  able  to  form  an  opinion,  such  atone- 
ment as  became  the  Grovemment  of  Great  Britain 
has  not  yet  been  made. 

The  disclosures  in  the  correspondence  exhibit 
a  frankness  and  manliness  of  spirit,  as  well  as  an 
ability,  on  the  part  of  our  Government,  worthy  of 
all  honor,  and  of  which  we  may  justly  be  proud. 
But  I  regret  that  a  similar  spirit  does  not  seem  to 
me  to  cliaracterize  the  correspondence  on  the  part 
of  Great  Britain.  I  will  not  characterize  it  as  I 
think  it  fairly  might  be  characterized;  but  I  con- 
fess that  the  aflVont  which  has  been  offered  by 
the  violation  of  our  neutrality  laws,  and  of  our 
territorial  sovereignty,  seems  to  me  to  be  aggra- 
vated by  the  temper  which  marks  a  portion  of 
the  British  Secretary's  letters.  Not  only  has  no 
satisfactory  atonement  been  made,  so  far  as  I  can 
see,  but  there  is  language  in  that  correspondence 
which  amounts  to  reproach  and  taunt,  and  which 
is  in  itself  offensive 

I  recollect,  sir,  there  is  a  passase  in  one  of 
Lord  Clarendon's  letters  to  Mr.  Buchanan,  dated 
in  September  last,  in  which  he  says  that  the  Grov- 
emment of  the  United  States  has  resorted  to 
means,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  complicity  of 
the  British  authorities,  which  are  sometimes  re- 
sorted to  by  despotic  Governments,  but  which 
free  and  enlijghtened  Governments  disdain.  Sir, 
I  think  that  is  adding  insult  to  injury. 

These  means  are  not  specifiecl,  I  oelieve;  but 
we  can  readily  understand  them  to  be  such  as  are 
frequently  resorted  to  by  all  Governments,  Ghreat 
Britain  included,  in  prosecutions  which  coukl  not 
be  maintained  except  by  usin^  the  testimony  of 
those  who  have  participated  m  the  offense,  and 
who  only  are  cognizant  of  the  facta. 

Sir,  I  am  not  an  advocate  of  war.  I  most  sin- 
cerely hi^  that  wfr  shall  maintain  peace  withi 
Great  Britain.  I  look  noon  all  wars  as  great 
crimes  and  enormous  follies,  always  unneces- 
sary and  unjust  on  one  side,  and  sometimes  on 
both.  Nor  do  I  mean  to  say  that  the  proper  sat- 
isfaction is  to  be  sought  in  nMasures  of  hostil- 
ity. Far  from  it.  I  should  re^t  if.  the  conse- 
quences were  found  in  a  termination  of  diplo- 
matic intercourse  between  the  Governments  of 
two  people  who  have  so  manyand  important  mu- 
tual interests  to  unite  them  in  sincere  and  liberal 
friendship.  But  I  cannot  soften  down  the  ex- 
pression of  my  opinion  so  as  to  admit  that  the 
correniondence  before  us  furnishes  a  full  atone- 
ment for  the  incontestable  delinquency  of  the  Brit- 
ish authorities  in  this  matter,  or  that  it  is  couched 
in  language,  or  framed  in  a  ^irit  such  as  be^ 
comes  the  relations  between  the  two  countries. 

Sir,  the  first  letter  in  this  correspondence  is 
one  from  Mr.  Crampton  to  Mr.  Marcy,  in  which, 
aflsr  communicating  to  our  Grovemment  the  inten- 


tion of  Ghreat  Britain  to  restrict  within  nimsd 
limits  the  exercise  of  her  belligerent  rights,  be 
invokes  the  United  States  to  restrain  mott  risor* 
ously  our  citizens  from  participation  in  pnn> 
tccring  against  the  commerce  of  Qreat  Brit&io, 
and  to  enforce  upon  them  the  strictest  n«uirality. 

Next,  we  find  in  the  correspondence  a  disclosuR 
of  the  violation  by  British  authority  of  tbe  Uti 
of  the  United  States  intended  to  protect  that  very 
neutrality.  The  Power  that  invokes  ui  to  itria 
neutrality,  to  allow  no  advantages  to  bt  ^^  to 
her  adversary,  seeks  first  openly,  and  thea  dao- 
destinely ,  to  make  use  ofi  our  citizens  or  mideots 
against  that  enemy  in  violation  of  that  seiiualiiy 
which  we  were  called  upon  to  lespect  and  enforce, 

But  I  will  not  pursue  the  suoject  Timber.  I 
do  not  wish  to  bring  on  a  debate  prematurely,  or 
to  encourage  excitement.  The  question  sboold 
be  discussed  calmly,  after  careful  examination aod 
reflection.  But  differing  widely  as  1  do  from  (be 
Senator  from  New  York,  I  have  thought  it  proper 
to  say  so  much,  that  none  may  bemiikdiBio 
supposing  tlmt  his  opinion  is  that  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  STUART.  Mr.  President,  I  tniit  tbe 
Senate  will  pardon  me  for  adding  a  single  remark 
to  what  has  been  so  well  said  by  the  Senator  froa 
Maryland.  It  will  be  recollected  that  tbe  speech 
of  Lord  Clarendon  made  in  the  British  House  of 
Lords,  declared,  in  respect  to  tbe  proposal  to  ar* 
bitrate,  someihinjg  which  must  have  been  unde^ 
stood  by  the  British  public  to  have  been  adefioite 
and  full  statement.  Now  it  turns  out^  by  an  io' 
spection  of  the  papers  read  to-day,  thiu  no  suck 
proposition  was  ever  even  submitled  to  Mr. 
Buchanan .  The  conversation  between  Lord  Oar- 
endon  and  Mr.  ^chanan,  as  Lord  CiarendoB 
himself  states  it  in  his  correspondence  with  tbi 
British  Minister  here,  does  not  at  all  come  up  to 
what  Lord  Clarendon  stated  in  the  House  of  Loral. 
He  there  stated  that  he  had  offered  to  arbitrate  tbe 
question  of  the  construction  of  the  treaty  byia* 
voking  the  aid  of  a  friendly  Power,  both  putiM 
agreeing  to  be  bound  by  the  decisioQ.  It  appean, 
however,  that  there  is  not  in  the  conreraiioB 
which  is  transmitted  to  this  Gk>vemroent  by  Mr. 
Buchanan,  nor  in  the  communication  transmitted 
by  Lord  Clarendon  to  the  British  Minister  res- 
dent  in  the  United  States,  any  language  whia 
comes  up  to  that  point. 

What  then,  sir,  is  the  only  inference  whicbii 
left }  It  is  that  a  broad  declaration  was  made  by 
Lord  Clarendon  in  the  House  of  Lords,  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  the  British  public  to  understaM 
that  their  Government  had  assumed  u  generoui 
position,  which  had  not  been  responded  to  bythni 
and  that  that  proposition  had  been  renewed  afer 
having  been  once  declined.  No  inference canbe 
drawn  other  than  this  to  which  I  have  just  referred 
by  the  Britishpublic,and  it  is  evident  that  that  in- 
ference is  not  rounded  upon  the  true  slate  of  thi^ 

I  am  disposed  to  refrain  from  any  g^^f^J^ 
cussion  of  this  subject.  Indeed  I  had  notintcnwl 
to  embark  in  it,  but  to  leave  it  in  other  and  abkf 
hands.  But,  sir,  this  question  is  fast  «»smning» 
position  before  the  country,  which  Ithinkistew' 
mg  to  another  and  a  different  conclusion, and  tbai 
is,  that,  inasmuch  as  the  Government  of  Great 
Britain  does  not  intend  to  live  up  to  tue  treatf , 
we  ought  to  abrogate  it  altogether.  That  Icofi- 
fess  is  very  stron^y  the  inoination  of  my  *•" 
mind  at  thia  time. 

Thus  much  it  has  seemed  to  me  proper  to  ny, 
in  order,  as  the  Senator  from  Marylaodso  to^ 
remarked,  that  it  should  not  be  understsod  jw 
the  declaration  of  the  Senator  from  N«^  »•" 
was  the  sense  of  the  Senate.  ^ 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Mr.  President,  the  hoDOi*» 

Senators  from  Maryland  and  Michigan «*«"" 
assume  that  I  have  expressed  theopimonjj" 
the  explanations  made  by  the  British  Govern©* 
in  relation  to  the  violation  of  our  neutrauty  u«j 
were  suflicient,  and  ought  to  be  «»^^*'*yiLj. 
have  expressed  no  such  opinion.  I  ahowd  vm- 
tate  as  much  as  those  honorable  Senators  to  arn^ 
at  such  a  conclusion,  upon  tbe  very  ^'"^'^^^ 
amination  which  I  have  been  able  ^g*^*"*^-. 
part  of  the  case  which  now  absorbs  theattena» 
of  both  naUons.  I  addressed  myself  to  aootj^ 
proposition,  which  was,  that  it  had  °**"j**^ 
here,  as  I  understood,  that  nolAif^inthe  *^^^ 
an  apology  had  come  from  Great  Bnt«D- 
guard  against  that  conclusion,  I  ^^^  ^-  ^ 
ate  how  the  question  stands,  viz:  Tl"**S*^ 
explanation  wm  made  hf  the  BnUib  O***^ 
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ot*  ttie  Guvcmmetu  durinc  the  two  lft«t  lUcal  yean;  and, 
l^e,  ttrat  said  coinmttt^  litquirn  into  and  report  by  bill,  or 
oiburwisc,  OS  ID  tlic  cxp«dleiicy  nf  Cflmbllthinc  a  aovcni> 
tnpnt  printing  office,  andcr  tlic  diave  of  the  l)epartaaent 
of  the  Interior. 

Mr.  ORR.    I  would  suggest  to  the  gentleman 
to  modify  his  resolution  so  as  to  make  it  read 
four  years. 
^  Mr.  SHERMAN.    I  fio  modify  it.     , 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  hope  the  reso- 
lution will  be  modified  so  as  to  ascertain  what  has 
been  expended  at  eacli  session  of  Congress,  or  at 
least  each  two  years.  It  will  accomplish  no  good 
purpose  to  go  back  four  years,  beyond  the  term 
of  tue  present  Administrniion,  and  beyond  the 
existence  of  the  [>ro«eni  law  on  the  subject.  1 
have  no  objection  if  the  resolution  shall  proTide 
for  ascertaining  what  has  been  expended  in  two 
years. 

Mr.  H.  MARSHALL.    I  would  suggest  that 
the  resolution  should  only  go  back  to  the  enact- 
ment of  the  present  law  upon  the  subject  of  the  ' 
public  printing.    I  do  not  think  it  worth  while  ; 
to  go  behind  that;  nobody  can  tell  what  was  ex-  ; 
pended  before  that  time.  | 

Mr.  ORR.    If  the  committee  find  that  to  be  the  j 
case  ihcy  will  so  report.  I 

Mr.  SHERMAN.    Whoo  was  the  present  law  1 
adopted?  ''' 

Mr.  MARSHALL.    In  1852.  ' 

There  was  no  objection;  and  the  resolution,  as 
modified,  was  adopted. 

Mr.  SHERMAN  also  presented  the  follow- 
ing resolution;  which,  l)eing  objected  to  by  Mr. 
BoTCE,  was  not  received: 

Resolved f  Thnt  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  hi- 
•tmcted  to  report,  by  bill  or  otherwise,  what  aoiendmentH 
to  existiug  laws,  if  any,  are  necessary  to  secure  for  liie 
Aiturc  tlic  prompt  organization  of  the  House  of  Represcnta- 
tivet. 

Mr.  BLISS,  by  unanimous  consent,  oflfered  the 
following  resolution;  which  was  read,  considered, 
and  agreed  to: 

RcMoUedy  Thnt  the  Committee  on  A^culture  be  in- 
■tructed  to  Inquire  into  the  expediency  of  e«tabli8hinK  an 
africuliural  professorship  for  the  Saiith0<mian  losutution ; 
and  that  tlie  duties  pertaining  to  agricnlture,  now  pcrfonued 
by  tlic  Coinniiif^ioner  of  Patents,  be  transferred  to  that  pro- 
fessorship, and  thnt  they  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER  presented  a  bill  to  regu- 
late and  make  uniform  the  right  of  suffrage  in  the 
several  Territories  of  the  ifniied  States;  wliich 
was  objected  to  by  Mr.  PuBLrt,and  not  received. 

Mr.  Z.  also,  by  unanimous  consent,  presented 
the  following  resolution;  which  was  read,  con- 
sidered, and  agreed  to: 

Retoletiy  That  the  Committee  oo  Commerce  be  histnict- 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  authoriring  the  coatftnu:- 
tion  of  a  building  for  a  custom-house  and  post  office  at 
Nashville. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Tennessee,  by  unanimous 
consent,  ofiered  the  following  resolution;  which 
was  read,  considered,  and  agreed  to: 

Retolocdy  That  the  Secretary  of  State  report  to  this  Hotue 
tlic  times  at  wliicli  the  several  Territories  were  organized, 
the  lenjth  of  time  their  territorial  existence  continued,  tlic 
•mounti^appmiiriated  to  each  for  legislative,  executive,  and 
Judicial  purposes  tor  the  erection  nf  public  buildings  and 
tlic  contttruction  of  roads  in  each  of  said  Territories  prior 
to  their  admission  as  States;  and,  also,  the  wimc  information 
In  regard  to  each  of  the  Territories  of  Minnesota,  Oregon, 
Washington,  New  Mexieo,  Kansas,  and  Nebraska. 

Mr.  READY  proposed  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
repeal  and  rcAmd  the  duty  on  railroad  iron. 

Mr.  RITCHIE.  I  desire  to  know  to  what 
committee  the  gentleman  proposes  to  have  that 
bill  referred? 

Mr.  READY.  To  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

Mr.  RITCHIE.  If  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee will  send  it  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  I  have  no  objection  to  its  introduction. 

Mr.  READY.  1  prefer  that  it  should  go  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  RITCHIE.    Then  I  object. 

The  bill  was  therefore  not  received. 

Mr.  WATKINS  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
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county,  Tennessee,  for  services  rendered  in  the 
late  war  with  Great  Britain,  in  1812; 

The  petition  of  Thomas  G.  Brown,  of  Greene 
county,  Tennessee,  for  services  rendered  during 
the  war  with  Great  Britain  in  1812;  and 

The  petition  of  Wyatt  Griifith,  of  Washing- 
ton county,  Tennessee,  for  services  rendered  in 
the  war  of  1812. 

Mr.  COLFAX,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  in 
pursuance,  of  previcnis  notice,  introduced  a  bill 
making  an  appropriation  for  continuing  the  im- 
provement of  the  ndrbor  of  refuge  and  commerce 
at  Michigan  City,  on  Lake  Michigmn,  and  for  the 
construction  of  a  breakwater  thereat;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  BARBOUR  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
to  provide'for  the  right  of  trial  by  jury,  and  the 
rifi^ht  of  appeal,  in  cases  of  alleged  contempt  of 
of  court. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  What  does  that  bUl  apply 
to?    The  fugitive  slave  law  ? 

Mr.  PHELPS.    I  object. 

The  bill  was  therefore  not  received. 

Mr.  HOLLOWAY.  I  offer  the  following  res- 
olution: 

Re»olvedy  That  the  Committee  on  Printing  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  reprinting  fifty  thousand  copies  of  the 
agricultural  portiicm  of  the  report  of  the  Commission^  of 
Patents  for  1854,  for  the  use  ot  the  House — ten  thousand  of 
which  shall  be  for  the  disposal  of  the  Patent  Office ;  the 
contracts  for  the  illustrations  of  which,  and  the  printing  of 
the  same,  to  be  executed  with  the  advice  and  to  the  aoti*- 
ftiction  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  object  to  the 
resolution.  One  hundred  thousand  copies  of  the 
report  were  ordered  to  be  printed  at  the  last 
Congress. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois,  by  Unani- 
mous consent,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
introduced  bills;  which  were  read  a  firstand  second 
time  by  their  titles,  as  follows,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

A  bill  further  to  amend  an  act  entitled  <<  An  act 
to  provide  for  the  better  security  of  the  lives  of 
passengers  on  board  of  vessels  propelled  in  whole 
or  in  part  by  steam,  and  for  otner  purposes;" 

A.  bill  for  continuing  the  improvement  of  the 
Rock  Island  rapids  in  the  Mississippi  river;  and 

A  bill  to  improve  the  harbor  of  Galena  and  the 
channel  of  the  Galena  river,  in  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  I  ask  leave  to  introduce 
a  bill  providing  for  the  erection  of  a  building  at 
Galena,  Illinois,  for  a  custom-house,  post  office, 
and  Uuited  States  court  room,  in  order  tliat  it  may 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Ipropose  that  it  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  The 
gentleman  brought  the  matter  before  that  com- 
mittee; I  want  this  bill  to  go  there  also. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  The  gentleman  is  en- 
tirely mistaken.  This  has  no  reference  to  the 
bill  which  was  sent  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.  The  bill  was  read  in  exUnso.  It 
appropriates  |8d,000  for  the  purpose  specified. 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its 
title, and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  WOODWORTH,  by  unanimous  consent, 
in  pursuance  of  previous  notice,  introduced  a  bill 
for  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of 
Chicago^  Illinois;,  wnich  was  read  a  first  and 
second  ume  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ALLEN,  it  was 

Renloedj  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  Inquire  what  further  lesi.'ilation,  if  any,  by  Con- 
;:re8s,  is  necejtsary  to  secure  to  purciiasers  nnder  th««  General 
■ovemment  titles  to  land  coming  within  the  provisions  of 
the  swamp-land  act;  and  that  they  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Illinois,  by  unanimous 
consent,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice,  intro- 
duced a  bill  making  provision    to  compensate 
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withdraw  from  the  files  of  the  House  the  papers  ;  agents  for  paying  pensions,  and  prescribing  the 

in  the  foUowing  cases,  for  the  purpose  of  having  !'  *'' **  -.»-.«— «r-^»»i:..-.u.. -:uuu 

them  presented  to  the  Department: 

The  petitionof  Solomon  Fann,  of  Greene  coun-  ] 
ty,  Tennessee,  for  compensation  for  services  ren-  j 
ercd  and  injuries  received  in  the  war  of  1812; 


time  and  manner  of  settling  their  accounts;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Invalid^ensions. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Illinois.    I  desire  to  introduce 
a  bill  to  provide  for  the  purchase  of  a  site  and  the 
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The  petition  of  Elijah  Close,  of  Washington  i}  erection  of  a  suitable  building  at  Springfield, 
countj,  Tennessee,  for  services  rendered  and  dis-  1;  Illinois,  for  a  post  office,  land  office,  and  for  the 
abilities  incurred  in  the  war  of  1813;  ' '  use  of  the  district  and  circuit  courts  of  the  United 

.The  petition  of  William  Budipck^  of  SulUvan  li  S^tfts.for  the  souihjern  district  of  tlliaoit;  aa<l  W 


have  it  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pott 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  RITCHIE.  Similar  applications  have  be«n 
sent  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  Those  included  custom-housei; 
this  does  not. 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its 
title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Illinois.  1  offer  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

Ji^sofperf,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested  to  communicate  to  this  House  complete  Xma  or 
rolls  of  the  names  of  every  nerson  who  ha*  served  the 
iTnifed  States  in  the  Army  or  Navy,  in  every  kind  and  de- 
scription of  force,  from  the  15th  day  of  June,  1775,  to  the 
1st  dayof  January,1856,nrranfinff  the  same,  as  near  a*  mty 
'tee,  for  the  Army,  by  regiments.  battaUone,  or  companies, 
and  for  the  Navy,  in  the  ortie^  of  officers  and  crews,  respect- 
ively ;  with  a  sutement,  also,  showing  the  date,  place,  and 
manner  of  enterhic  and  dtacharge  from  service,  and  show- 
ing, also,  (if  practicable,)  the  battles  or  engafemeats  is 
which  such  otiiccrs,  soldiers,  seamen,  or  marines,  or  their 
respective  corps  or  crews,  have  served. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  All  the  clerics  of 
the  Departments  could  not  in  two  years  furnish 
the  information  desired ;  and  I  object  to  the  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  LINDLEY,  by  unanimous  consent,  ia 
pursuance  of  previous  notice,  introduced  a  bill  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  **  An  act  to  provide  for  the 
payTnent  of  horses  and  other  property  lost  or 
destroyed  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States, "approved  March  3, 1849;  which  was  read 
a  first  ana  second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Also,  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  preemption  of 
certain  portions  or  the  public  land  to  the  Stales 
within  which  they  lie,  ror  the  purpose  of  aiding 
in  the  construction  of  railroads;  wiiich  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  KENNETT,  by  unanimous  consent,  in- 
troduced the  following  bills,  of  which  previous 
notice  had  been  ?iven;  which  were  severally  read 
a  first  and  second  time  by  their  titles,  and  refened 
as  indicated  below: 

A  bill  to  rcHnquish  to  the  State  of  Missouri, 
the  two  per  cent,  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  solef 
of  the  public  lands  sold  in  said  State  since  the  Ist 
of  January,  1820.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Also,  a  bill  granting  a  township  of  land  to  the 
State  of  Missouri  to  aid  in  the  support  of  a  sem- 
inary of  learnings  in  said  State.  Keferred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  K.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  two 
hundred  and  sixty-six  southern  and  western 
steamboat  pilots,  praying  an  amendment  ot  the 
steamboat  law;  wnich  was  refened  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

Mr.  PORTER,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced a  bill,  of  which  previous  notice  had  been 
given,  making  an  afipropriation  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  river 
from  St.  Louis  to  the  lower  rapids;  which  wu 
read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD  offered  the  following  res- 
olution: 

Resofved,  Thnt  the  Committee  on  the  Jodldtry  be  te- 
striicced  to  inquire  into  tbepropriecyof  pMnridinf  by  liwW 
the  indictmoRt  and  paniahment  eif  pefsons  for  the  steeusc 
of  slaves  in  the  Indian  territory. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.    I  object. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  hour  set  apart  for  ths 
reception  of  bills  and  reaolutioBS  has  expired. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  hope  the  House 
will  ^o  on  with  the  call  until  all  the  States  ana 
Territories  have  been  called.  , 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  If  the  cenUeman  who 
objected  to  the  resolution  will  allow  me,  I  will 
state  tlie  grounds  for  the  necessity  of  it.  The 
reason  is,  that  under  the  law  as  it  now  exists,  and 
under  the  decisions  of  the  courts,  persons  on  the 
borders  of  the  Indian  territory  can  go  into  such 
territory  and  steal  slaves  therefrom,  and  taks 
them  into  the  southern  Statos,  and  there  sell  them 
with  impunity.  ,    . 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Being  satisfied  with  the 
explanation  of  ihe  gentleman,  I  withdraw  the 
objection. 

The  resolution  w«9  then  agreed  to« 

The  SPEAKER  continued. the  call. 

Mr.  HOWARD,  by  unanimous  consentjin- 
troduced  a  bill,  ^t  w^fh  pwvioua j?otice  had  beta 
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giren,  to  enable  the  United  States  to  make  use 
of  the  solar  compass  in  the  surreys  of  the  public 
lands;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time 
by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
f^iblic  Lands. 

Mr.  WALDRON,  by  unanimous  consent,  in- 
troduced a  bill,  of  which  previous  notice  had  been 
^veo,  to  provide  for  the  completion  of  the  public 
oicrs  of  tne  harbor  of  Monroe,  in  the  Slate  of 
Michigan;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  Iowa,  by  unanitiious  content, 
introduced  the  following  resolutions;  which  were 
•ereraUy  read,  considered,  and  agreed  to: 

Rmottedf  That  the  Gommittee  on  the  Pott  OAce  and 
Ptat  ftoadf  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  nacewity  of  a 
post  fooie  frooi  Ontenrilie  in  the  State  of  Iowa,  through 
OM  county  seats  In  the  Mmthem  tier  of  counties  in  said 
flcate,  u»  Nebraska  Oity.  in  the  Territory  of  Nebraska. 

Aeso^Md,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  in- 
■traded  to  inquire  iito  the  neoessity  of  making  an  ap(Mro> 
Dfiaxion  for  the  construction  of  a  building  for  the  marine 
hospital  at  the  city  of  Keokuk,  upon  the  Mississippi  river, 
in  the  State  of  Iowa. 

Rewoltf^A,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  be  Instructed  to 
procure  firom  the  Court  of  Claims  the  paper  in  reference 
10  Uause  hill  (No.  736)  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Kerr,  which 
was  referred  by  the  last  Congress  to  the  Court  of  Claims, 
and  that  the  same  be  refierred  to  the  Coounittee  on  the  Post 
OCce  and  Pom  Roads. 

Mr.  WELLS,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro^ 
duced  the  following  bills,  of  which  previous  no- 
tice had  been  given;  which  were  severally  read 
a  first  and  second  time  by  their  titles,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce: 

A  bin  making  an  appropriation  for  continuing 
the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Milwaukie, 
Wisconsin; 

A  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  continuing 
the  improvement  of  tne  harbor  of  Racine,  Wis- 
consin; and 

A  bill  making  an  appropriation  f6r  continuing 
tlie  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Kenosha,  Wis- 
coosin. 

Mr.  W.  also,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced the  following  resolution;  which  was  read) 
eonaidered,  and  agreed  to: 

Reaolvedy  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  directed 
a»  inqalre  into  the  expediency  of  m-oviding  fhr  the  estab- 
Kslwrwnt  of  a  marine  hos|Htal  at  Milwaukie,  Wisconsin, 
aad  that  they  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  WELLS  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Le^lialature  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  askinff 
tbe  |)ayment  of  a  certain  claim  for  arresting  and 
keeping  a  certain  United  States  prisoner;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WELLS,  it  was 

Ordertif  That  leave  be  granted  to  withdraw  fVoni  the  flies 
«f  the  Hou<e  the  papers  in  the  case  of  William  J.  Bears,  a 
soldier  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  for  the  purpose 
of  reference  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Wisconsin,  by  unan- 
iBBous  consent,  introduced  a  bill,  of  which  pre- 
▼ious  notice  haid  been  given,  for  continuing  the 
improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Waukegan,  Illi- 
nois; which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by 
iu  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 


Mr.  HERBERT  introduced  the  following  bills; 
which  were  severally  read  a  first  and  second  time 
hf  their  titles,  and  referred  as  indicated  below: 

A  bill  to  create  an  additional  land  district  in  the 
Slate  of  California.  Referred  to  the  Committee 
Mi  Public  Lsnds. 

A  bill  to  indemnify  citizens  and  inhabitants  of 
the  United  States  for  depredations  committed,  on 
their  property  by  Indians,  within  the  limits  of 
the  State  of  Califbmia. 

Mr.  HERBERT.  I  move  to  refer  the  bill  to 
the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  DUNN.  I  would  simply  suggest  to  the 
fjisntleman  f\rom  California  that,  as  I  understand, 
thens  is  a  general  law  providing  for  all  matters  of 
this  sort.  If  it  does  not  extend  X6  the  State  of 
California,  it  is  an  easy  matter  to  ascertain  that 
iaei;  and  perhaps,  therefore,  the  matter  had  better 
go  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  ascer- 
tatn  how  the  fiict  is. 

Mr.  HERBERT.  I  am  aware  of  the  existence 
of  that  law.  I  move,  then,  to  refer  the  biU  to  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Afiairs. 

It  was  so  referred. 

Mr.  FLAGLER  introduced  a  bill  for  continu- 
tog  the  improvement  of  Oak  Orchard  harbor,  on 


Lake  Ontario;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

Mr.  LANE  ofifered  the  following  resolutions; 
which  were  read,  considered,  and  agreed  to: 

Rtfhtd,  That  tlie  Committee  on  Military  AfTairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  neceji5>ity  of  orgAuizing  a 
re^ncnt  of  mouiued  ranspn*  for  the  protection  of  tlie  sct- 
tlemeiiti*  of  Oreion  and  Wuhington  TerritoneM,  and  Statjb 
of  Caliibmia,  froni  Indian  depredations ;  and  that  tliey 
report  by  bUI  or  otherwii^e. 

Htiolvtdf  That  the  ComuiiUec  on  the  Judioiary  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  necen^it^'  of  providing,  by  law, 
suitable  buildingii  for  tlie  detention  and  conflnenient  of 
prisoners  arrested  or  sentenced  under  the  laws  of  th  e  Uni- 
ted Sutes,  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  and  in  the  Sute  of 
Ohio. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  introduced  a  bill  to  reim- 
burse citizens  of  Oregon  and  Washington  Terri- 
tories for  property  taken  or  destroyed  by  the 
Indians  in  the  years  1855  and  1856;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Inoian  Afikirs. 

Mr.  WHITFIELD  introduced  the  following 
bills;  which  were  severally  read  a  first  and  second 
time  by  their  respective  titles,  and  referred  as 
indicated  below: 

A  bill  to  establish  two  additional  land  districts 
in  the  Territory  of  Kansas.  Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

A  bill  to  protect  town  sites  in  Kansas  and 
Nebraska.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

A  bill  to  provide  for  the  construction  of  roads, 
bridges,  ana  a  geological  survey,  in  the  Territory 
of  Kansas.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Afifairs. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD  introduced  a  bill  to 
enlarge  and  repair  the  jail  in  the  county  of  Craw- 
ford, State  of  Arkansas,  for  the  better  security  of 
prisoners  to  be  tried  before  the  district  court  of 
the  United  States  for  the  western  district  of  Ar- 
kansas; which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time 
by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maryland,  introduced  the  fol- 
lowing bills;  which  were  severally  read  a  first 
and  second  time  by  their  titles,  and  referred  to 
tlie  Committee  on  Commerce: 

A  bill  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation 
of  the  Patapsco  river,  and  to  render  the  port  of 
Baltimore  accessible  to  the  war  steamers  of  the 
United  States,  and 

A  bill  for  continuing  the  improvement  of  the 
Susquehanna  river,  in  Maryland. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Pennsylvania,  ofifered 
the  following  resolution;  which  was  read,  con- 
sidered, and  agreed  to: 

RotoUtii  That  the  Judiciary  Committee  be,  and  are 
hereby,  instructed  to  inquire  into  and  report  on  the  propriety 
of  changing  existing  lavt's,  »q  that  postmasters  throughout 
tlie  United  States  ana  the  Territories  thereof  shall  be  elected 
by  the  people. 

Mr.  SAGE  introduced  a  bill  continuing  the 
improvements  to  the  channel  of  the  Hudson  river, 
above  and  below  Albany,  in  the  State  of  New 
York;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by 
its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
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merce. 


ADJOURNMENT  OVER. 


Mr.  LETCHER.  I  move  that,  when  the  House 
adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

I  will  state  my  reason  for  that  motion.  In 
common  with  others,  I  am  employed  here  every 
morning,  so  as  that  I  am  denied  an  opportunity 
to  attend  to  any  business  at  the  Departments.  I 
have  business  on  hand  now  which  requires  atten- 
tion, and  will  occupy  me  to-morrow  and  next 
day. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  would  also  add 
that,  by  the  rules,  to-morrow  and  next  day  are 
assigned  to  private  bills;  and  there  are  no  pnvate 
bills  on  the  Calendar. 

Mr.  WAKEM AN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  Mr.  LcTCHBa't  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

DEFICIENCY  BILL, 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  move  that  the 
rules  be  suspended,  and  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up 
the  deficiency  bill. 


Mr.  H.  MARSHALL.  I  ask  the  gentleman  to 
withdraw  that  motion,  to  enable  me  to  introduce 
a  resolution  of  inquiry  to  which  there  will  be  no 
objection. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  will  withdraw  fbr  that 
purpose. 

PRISONERS  IN  CHINA. 

Mr.  H.MARSHALL  then,  by  unanimouscoR* 

sent,  introduced  the  following  resolution;  which 

was  read,  considered,  and  adopted: 

Aeto/r<^,  That  tlic  Committee  on  the  Judiciarv  inquire 
into  and  rc|iort  upon,  tlie  propriety  of  acquiring,  by  lease- 
hold:*, site^  in  the  t're?  pom  of  China  for  the  erection  of 
public  buUdiusM  for  the  detention  of  pri^oncnt  arrc:tted  on 
sentence  under  the  law:»  of  the  United  States ;  and  that  thay 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

HOUSE  CHAPLAIN. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Alabama,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, reported  back  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  certain  petitions  upon  the  subject  of 
abolishing  the  chaplaincy  of  the  House;  which 
were  laid  upon  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

DEFICIENCY  BILL — AGAIN. 

Mr.  CAMPBEILL.  I  now  renew  my  motion, 
that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committeeof  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  Pennington  in  the  chair.) 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  the  first  business  in 
order  to  be  the  consideration  of  the  President's 
annual  message,  upon  which  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Grow]  was  entitled  to  the 
floor. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  ,  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  to  waive  his  right  to  the  floor,  in 
order  that  I  may  move  to  take  up  the  deficiency 
bill,  and  dispose  of  it  to-day. 

Mr.  GROW.  If  it  is  understood  that  the  de- 
ficiency bill  is  to  be  taken  up  and  disposed  of  with- 
out general  discussion,  I  am  willing  to  waive  my 
right  to  the  floor  for  to-day. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  waive  his  right  to  the  floor } 

Mr.  GROW.  Not  unless  it  is  wkh  the  under- 
standing that  I  shall  be  entitled  to  tne  floor  when 
the  President's  annual  message  a^in  comes  up; 
and  with  the  understanding  that  there  is  to  be  no 
general  discussion  upon  the  deficiency  bill.  I  am 
willing  to  waive  my  right  to  speak  now,  if  I  can 
facilitate  the  public  business  thereby,  but  not 
otherwise.  I  ask  the  Chair  whether,  in  case  the 
committee  now  proceeds  to  take  up  the  deficiency 
bill,  I  shall  be  entitled  to  the  floor  when  the  Pres- 
ident's annual  message  again  comes  up } 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania will  be  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  GROW.  1  will  then  yield  the  floor  to  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio,  I  move,  then, 
that  the  committee  take  up  the  deficiency  bill  for 
consideration. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  committee 
proceeded  to  consider  House  bill  (^No.  68)  to 
supply  deficiencies  in  the  appropriations  for  the 
service  of  the  fiscal  year  etiaing  June  30, 1856. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  LETCHER,  the  first  read- 
ing of  the  bill  was  dispensed  with,  and  the  Clerk 
proceeded  to  read  it  by  clauses,  for  amendment. 

Whtn  the  following  item  was  reached: 

For  increased  salary  of  the  Governor  of  New  Mexiee,  per 
act  of  July  37,  ISM,  #1,9^9  %.— 

Mr.  HOUSTON  said:  I  presume  that  item 
arises  out  of  the  act  of  1834,  increasing  the  salary 
of  the  Gk)vernorof  New  Mexico;  but  if  it  arises 
properly,  from  a  correct  construction  of  that  law. 
It  should  have  been  provided  for  in  a  previous 
bill..  I  do  not  see  how  it  comes  in  here  as  a  de- 
ficiency. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  send  to  the  Clerk's 
desk  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
which  will  explain  the  clause. 

The  Clerk  read  the  letter,  as  follows: 

TaBAft^av  Dsp/iaTiiBirr,  /"efrnwry  14, 1856. 

8ia :  The  third  leetioii  of  the  aet  of  9lh  September,  1650, 
(LitUe  k.  Brown,  9,  nsfe  447,)  provides  that  the  Governor 
of  New  Mexico  thall  perform  the  duties  and  receive  the 
emolument*  of  superintendent  of  Indian  aflkirs  ;  and  the 
twelfth  section  that  he  shall  receive  an  annual  sahuT^  of 
Al,500  as  Goveraor^  and  #1/N)0  as  sopehnleodent  of  In- 
dian al!UrB. 

By  the  aet  of  the  fltth  of  July,  1854,  volume  9,  psfe  :)1I, 
to  increase  the  salartee  of  exeonttve  and  judictary  ottceri 
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penaation  unckr  that  prior  law  ai  euperiuteDdent 
of  Indian  afTairs? 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  The  act  of  1854  brings  it 
within  the  openition  of  that  law. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  No,  sir;  ii  does  not  bring  it 
within  the  operation  of  that  law.  If  it  had,  it 
would  have  said  so.  This  subsequent  act  con- 
trols the  prior  acts  upon  the  same  subject.  That 
is  the  rule  of  construction  that  must  be  given  in 
all  cases.    You  must  sec  how  far  there  isconsist- 
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a^airs.    That  I  take  to  be  clearljr  the  lOMiUBg  of 
the  whole  matter,  and  is  all  I  wish  to  say. 

The  CHAIRMAN.    Does  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  move  to  strike  out  the  clause? 
Mr,  HOUSTON.     I  do. 
Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.    Before  that  ques*- 
i  tion  is  put,  I  will  move  to  insert,  at  the  end  of  the 
'  paragraph,  the  following  proviso: 

Propidcd^  That  Iroin  and  after  tbc  paMSge  of  this  act  the 
salary  and  coiup;.>n(iaUon  of  the  Governor  andtiuperiiitcn- 


ency  or  inconsistency  between  all  the  acts  upon  | !  ^^  *"  oiw?^Sand?i"  "*"^  ^  ^'^^'  "^^  '*^  '**  ^^^  ''*'"' 
this  subject ;  and  if  there  is  inconsistency  between  ' '      ^^^^        "  "»f  • 


this  last  act  and  the  other  acts,  the  last  overrides  . 
the  former  arts  with  which  it  is  in  conflict.  It  ' 
•«6ms  to  me  that,  under  a  fair  construction  of  these  i 
a<Qt8,  this  amount  is  due  him.  Whether  it  is  right 
l^ai  it  should  liave  been  allowed  by  law,  is  aiM>tucr  ' 
inaticr.  When  tlie  proposition  was  made  to  in^  | 
crease  his  salary,  I  voted  against  it,  but  I  did  not  j 
st(^nd  with  a  very  strong  party.  I  have  never  « 
found  a  strong  party  to  vote  against  such  things  i 
i^on  this  floor  in  past  sessions  of  Congress.  i 

Mr.  DUNN.  If  I  understand  the  nature  of  | 
this  controversy,  it  does  not  occur  to  me  that  | 
there  is  any  want  of  harmony  in  these  statutes; 
neither  docs  it  strike  me  that  the  Governor  of 
New  Mexico  is  entitled  to  this  additional  sum. 
The  rule  of  construction  which  would  be  adopted 
in  the  courts,  and  which  we  ought  to  regard  here, 
is ,  that  if  we  can  construe  the  several  statutes  in 
harmony  with  each  other,  so  that  all  may  standi 
we  must  do  it. 

In  ItiSO,  then — taking  the  statutes  in  their  order 
of  time— a  law  was  passed  omuiizing  the  terri- 
torial government  of  New  Mexico,  and,  under 
that  law,  it  devolved  upon  the  Governor  to  per- 
form the  duties  of  supenntendent  of  Indian  a£*airs. 
For  his  salary  as  Governor  so  much  was  given, 
and  for  his  salary  as  superintendent  of  Indian 
affairs  another  sum  was  given;  in  all,  I  believe, 
making  $2,500.  Gentlemen  will  bear  in  mind 
that  was  in  1850. 

In  1852,  an  act  was  passed  to  the  effect  t)iat 
whenever,  thereafter,  the  salary  of  any  officer 
should  be  as  much  as  ^,500,  he  should  receive 
no  additional  compensation  from  the  Government 
for  any  other  duties  that  might  be  imposed  upon 
or  performed  by  him  in  the  public  service.  That, 
I  understand  from  gentlemen,  is  the  substance  of 
that  act. 

If  the  salfiury  which  the  Governor  of  New  Mex* 
ico  had  been  receiving  hud  then  been  $3|000,  or 
but  ||2,500,  he  would  nave  been  entitled  to  receive 
nothmg  in  addition  as  superintendent  of  Indian 
afiairs,  the  object  of  tlie  act  of  1852  being  to  cover 
precisely  sucn  cases  as  this;  and  the  act  is  also 
mods  to  apply  to  all  coses  thitreqfler.  As  I  under- 
stand it,  he  was  then  receiving  a  compensation,  as 
Governor,  less  than  $2,500 — only  $1,500.  A  sub- 
sequent act,  however,  was  passed,  extending  it 
bsyond  that  sum,  increasing  his  saUiry  as  Ch>v- 
eroor  to  $3,000.  Sir,  there  is  no  condict,  so  far 
tm  1  see,  between  the  different  acts. 

How,  then,  stands  the  case  ?  When  bif  salary 
OS  Governor  is  raised  to  $3,000,  he  stands  just 
where  he  would  have  stood  if,  in  1852,  his  salary 
OS  Governor  had  been  $2,500;  his  compensation 
as  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  was  cut  off 
by  that  act  of  1852.  When  his  salary  as  Gov- 
ernor was  raised  to  $3|000  in  1854,  that  act  of 
1852  was  in  force — saying  that,  thereafter,  when- 
ever the  salaries  of  these  Governors  were  as  much 
,  OS  $2,500,  they  should  have  no  additional  com- 
peosation  for  any  other  xluties  they  might  dis- 
cbarge in  obedience  to  the  law  they  were  charged 
with  administering.  Ail  of  these  acts  can  thus 
stand  together,  and  there  is  no  want  of  harmony 
between  them,  viewed  in  this  light;  and  there  ts 
no  difficulty  arises  by  taking  this  construction, 
so  far  as  I  see.  The  act  of  1852  is  simply  a  lim- 
itation on  the  other  two  ocu,  so  as  to  prevent 
double  compensation  for  services  one  person  Was 
required,  as  a  public  officer,  to  perform. 

.A  court,  I  think,  would  give  the  acts  this  con- 
struction; and,  if  so,  we  should.  The  proper 
method  of  construing  these  acts  is  not  by  looking 
itt  what  any  member  of  Congress  then  said,  nor 
at  what  such  member  now  says  he  then  intended, 
l)ut  at  die  acts  themselves — at  what  Congress  in 
its  legislative  capacity  has  said.  One  of  these 
acts  provides  that  his  salary  as  Governor  shall 
l^e  $3»000,  and  another  act  provides  tlmt  if  his 
;iaiary  is  up  to  the  Ihnit  of  $2,500,  he  shall  receive 
nothing  in  addition  as  superintendent  of  Indian 


Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  will  soggest  that  possibly 
the  Department  may  get  hold  of  that,  and  so  con- 
strue it  as  to  give  him  $6,000.  [Laughter.]  Such 
a  construction  would  be  as  fair  as  the  one  now 
given. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  do  not  see  how  any  one  could 
make  any  such  construction. 

Mr.  DUNN.  I  think  the  law  is  clear  enoilgh 
on  that  point.  Yet,  if  it  is  not,  this  is  a  proposi- 
tion to  nx  the  salary  by  a  general  law  in  a  defi- 
ciency appropriation  bill.  It  is  out  of  place,  and 
had  better  be  done  in  a  more  regular  way. 

Mr.  JONES.  It  may  not  be  strictly  m  order; 
still,  I  have  followed  the  example  of  the  commit- 
tee who  reported  the  bill.  They  have  reported 
general  legislation  in  it.  I  do  not  suppose  that 
there  are  any  gentlemen  here  who  think  that 
the  salary  of  the  Governor  of  New  Mexico  ought 
to  be  $4,000.  If  we  do  not  get  this  provision  in 
here,  we  may  not  get  it  in  anywhere  else.  If  it  is 
ri^ht  and  proper  that  we  should  say  what  the 
salary  should  oe, — everybody  seems  to  agree  that 
Congress  never  intended  it  should  be  more  than 
$3,000, — why  not  make  the  provision  here  ?  Why 
not  now  give  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and 
the  proper  accounting  officers  the  true  construc- 
tion of  the  law  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Does  the  gentleman  fVom 
Indiana  raise  the  question  of  order  ? 

Mr.  DUNN.  I  do  not  think  the  amendment 
is  in  order,  and  I  ask.  the  Chair  to  decide  the 
point. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  waive 
his  point  of  order. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  This  is  an  extraordinary 
case. 

Mr.  DUNN.  I  will  not  press  the  question  of 
order. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  hope  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  will  prevail. 

Mr.  H.  MARSHALL.  I  hope  that  the  mo- 
tion to  strike  out  will  not  prevail.  I  am  awk- 
wardly situated  in  reference  to  this  matter.  The 
Governor  of  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico  first 
brought  the  subject  to  my  attention.  He  left 
with  me  a  brief  which,  thus  far,  I  have  not  had 
any  opportunity  of  looking  into,  which  I  prom- 
ised to  do.  I  have  not  thought  to  look  into  it 
before.  Gentlemen  can  reach  this  matter  as  well 
in  the  House  as  in  the  committee.  It  is  thre^ 
o'clock,  and  if  the  committee  will  risei  I  shall 
take  it  as  an  especial  favor.  I  move  that  the 
committee  do  now  rise. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  conrniittee 
refused  to  rise. 

Mr.  H.  MARSHALL.  Ifthe  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  does  not  expect 
to  report  the  bill  to  the  House  to-day,  I  ask  that 
this  Item,  instead  of  being  stricken  out,  be  passed 
over  until  the  bill  is  gone  through  with. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  That  may  be  done  by 
unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    I  have  no  objection. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    The  g[entlenuin  will  accom- 

Elish  nothing  by  it.  If  he  is  goine  to  leave  the 
ill  in  committee,  we  might  as  well  rise  now. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  Let  us  get  through 
as  fHr  as  we  can. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  We  have  not  a  quorum 
present;  and  I  do  not  think  the  bill  can  be  got 
through  to-night. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  If  we  cannot  get  a  quorum 
at  this  stage  of  the  session,  on  a  deficiency  bill, 
what  are  we  to  expect  by  next  September  ? 

The  paragraph  indicated  was  passed  over,  and 
the  Clerk  proceeded  with  the  reading  of  the  bill. 

When  tne  following  clause  was  read: 

"  To  compensate  the  clerk  of  the  United  States  dutrict 
court  for  the  State  ofConnecticut,  fbr  makinfr  certiflcNl  copies 
of  all  copyrighui  recorded  in  his  office,  between  January, 
1846,  and  February,  1852,  ^  25.»*— 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee^  said:  I  would  in- 


quire of  the  chairman  of  t^  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  why  that  item  is  plooed  in  tlie  biU, 
and  for  what  purpose  those  copyrights  wrro 
copied?  It  oaay  be  customatj  to  pay  for  such 
copies,  but  that  cannot  be  a  deficiency.  If  this  if 
to  oe  the  entering  wedge  to  a  avstem  of  paying  a 
compensation  to  the  clerks  of  all  the  district  couru 
of  the  United  States,  for  making  copies  of  the 
copyrights  filed  in  their  respective  offices,  these 
will  be  no  end  to  such  apphcations  for  compensa- 
tion. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  What  were  the  copies  made  for? 

Mr.  JONES.    I  do  ^t  know. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  The  Secretary  of 
State  says,  in  his  communication,  that  this  item 
is  to  pay  Alfred  Blackmon,  clerk  of  the  United 
States  district  court  for  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
for  making  certified  copies  of  all  copyrights  re* 
corded  in  his  office  between  January,  iSfi,  and 
February,  1859, 

Mr.  JONES.  I  would  ask  the  gentleaan  what 
the  copies  were  made  for? 

Mr.  QAMPBELL.  I  understand  they  wen 
made  for  the  use  of  the. Department  of  State. 

Mr.  JONES.    It  is  a  new  item. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Has  there  been  any  appro- 
priation for  that  kind  of  expense  for  this  curreot 
year  ? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    No. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Then  this  cannot  be  a  de> 
ficiency. 

Mr.  JONES.  If  it  is  a  continent  expense,  it 
shouUl  be  so  stated.  I  expect,  if  we  pass  this 
item,  we  shall  have  to  pay  every  clerk  of  ercry 
district  court  of  the  United  States  for  making 
similar  copies,  and  that,  too*  without  knowing 
what  use  is  made  of  them.  I  move  to  strike  out 
the  whole  item. 

The  motion  was  ogreed  to.. 

The  bill  having  been  read  tiirough,  thefjuestion 
recurred  upon  the  foUowimg  item,  which  was 
passed  over  infonaally  by  ananimous  conseat: 

**  For  increased  salary  of  the  Governor  of  New  Murioo, 
per  act  of  July  97, 1854,  %l,m  35.*' 

Mr.  LETCHER.  This  Governor  of  New 
Mexico  is  not  the  only  Gk>vemor  whose  salary 
was  increased  a  year  ago«  I  believe  the  Gh)v- 
emors  of  the  Territories  of  Oregon  and  Wash- 
ington each  receive  |3,000  a  j^eor  for  attending 
to  their  duties  as  Gkivemors;  and  I  think,  if  yoa 
will  examine  the  matter,  you  will  find  that  the 
superintendent  of  Indian  afl^gdrs  in  each  of  thnse 
Territories  receives  |9,500  a  year  for  attending 
to  the  duties  of  that  department  alone^raaking 
iS,500  paid,  in  each  of  those  two  Territories,  te 
me  Qovemor  and  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  (uKemiptinr,)  If  the  gen- 
tleman will  allow  me,  I  will  say  that  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  seems 
anxious  to  get  the  bill  through  the  committee  this 
evening;  and  as  this  item  has  been  hanging  along 
for  years,  I  think  it  will  not  hurt  by  hanging  alone 
a  little  longer.  Let  this  item  be  stricken  oat,  and 
in  the  mean  time  member^  can  examine  it.  As 
it  stands  now,  those  of  us  who  enterutn  the 
opinion  which  I  do  in  reference  toil,  will  be  com- 
pelled to  resist  it,  and  if  we  do,  we  cannot  get  the 
bill  through  the  committee  to-day. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  have  no  objection  to  an 
arrangement  of  that  sort,  in  order  to  enable  us  to 
get  through  with  the  bill.  I  should  never  have 
agreed  to  put  it  into  the  bill,  unless  I  thought  the 
law  justified  us  in  placing  it  there. 

Mr.  H.  MARSHALL.  I  would  suggest  to 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Hot»TOir,l 
who  seems  to  consider  the  success  of  his  motwo 
to  be  a  foregone  conclusion,  that  he  should  allow 
this  item  to  pass  the  oommittee  and  let  it  go  into 
the  House,  and  when  it  gets  into  the  House  he 
can  move  to  strike  it  out. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  gentleman  is  wrong  m 
hif  suggestion,  even  to  accomplish  his  own  object. 
If  we  agree  to  let  it  be  stricken  out  in  the  com- 
mittee. It  will  necessarily  come  up  in  the  Houaci 
upon  a  vote  whether  we  will  agree  with  the  acuon 
or  the  committee.  If  we  do  not  strike  it  out  here, 
it  will  be  out  of  our  power  to  act  upon  it  at  all  m 
the  House,  as  the  previous  question  will  be  movca 
upon  the  whole  bill  and  amendments. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  will  give  gentle, 
men  an  opportunity  to  move  to  strike  it  out  in 
the  House.  . , 

Mr. JONES.  Thequestion is ^ttin/r consider- 
ably complicated.    If  the  commiuse  now  $mkei 
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aC  tbe  Guvcmment  Uorinc  the  two  last  flscal  years :  and, 
•bo,  thnt  satd  comiutTtee  loqtiire  into  and  report  by  bill,  or 
•Cliurxvl^,  a«  to  tlic  oxpadiancy  nf  etiabllahing  a  Oovprn- 
mcnt  prtntins  office,  under  the  ctuuse  of  the  Depoitment 
ofUic  Interior. 

Mr.  ORR.    I  would  suggest  to  the  ecntlcman 

to  modify  his  resolution  so  as  to  make  it  read 

four  years. 

^  Mr.  SHERMAN.     I  so  modify  it.     , 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  1  hope  the  reso- 
lution will  be  modified  so  as  to  asoertain  what  has 
been  expended  at  each  session  of  Coni^ess,  or  at 
least  each  two  years.  It  will  accomplish  no  good 
purpose  to  go  back  four  years,  beyond  the  term 
of  lue  present  Admimstraiion,  and  beyond  the 
existence  of  the  present  law  on  the  subject.  1 
have  no  objecdon  if  the  resolution  shall  provide 
for  ascertaining  what  has  been  expended  in  two 
vears 

Mr.  H.  MARSHALL.  1  would  suggest  that 
the  resolution  should  only  go  back  to  the  enact- 
ment of  the  present  law  upon  the  subject  of  the 
public  printing.  I  do  not  think  it  worth  while 
to  go  behind  that;  nobody  can  tell  what  was  ex- 
pended before  that  time. 

Mr.  ORR.  If  the  committee  find  that  to  be  the 
case  they  will  so  report. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.    Whoo  was  the  present  law  J 
adopted  f 

Mr.  MARSHALL.    In  1852. 

There  was  no  objection;  and  the  resolution, as  | 
mod  ified ,  was  adopted . 

Mr.  SHERMAN  also  presented  the  follow- 
ing resolution;  which,  being  objected  to  by  Mr. 
BoTCE,  was  not  received: 

Raolvedf  Tliat  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
•tnictcd  to  report,  by  bill  or  otherwise,  what  amendments 
to  existiu;;  lawA,  if  any,  are  necessary  to  secure  for  tJie 
future  Uio  prompt  organization  of  the  Hoiuc  of  Reprcscnta- 
lives. 

Mr.  BLISS,  by  unanimous  consent,  oflfered  the 

following  resolution;  which  was  read,  considered, 

and  agreed  to: 

Rc$olvedy  Thnt  the  Committee  on  Aniculture  be  in- 
■tracted  to  inquire  Into  the  czpedienoy  oT  establishing,  an 
agricultural  protieasorship  fbr  the  Smitheonian  losututiOn ; 
and  that  tlie  duties  pertaming  to  agriculture,  now  performed 
by  tiie  troumii!«sioner  of  I'atents.  be  transferred  to  that  pro- 
fessorstiip,  and  that  they  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER  presented  a  bill  to  regu- 
late and  make  uniform  the  right  of  sufirage  in  the 
several  Territories  of  the  United  States;  wlach 
was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Puklps,  and  not  received. 

Mr.  Z.  also,  by  unanimous  consent,  presented 
the  following  resolution;  which  was  read,  ccm- 
sidercd,  and  agreed  to: 

RetohHy  That  the  Commttiee  on  Commerce  be  fastract- 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  autliorijUog  the  oonrtnlc- 
tiou  of  a  building  for  a  custou»-house  aud  post  otilce  mt 
Nashville. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Tennessee,  by  unanimous 
consent,  offered  the  following  resolution;  which 
was  read,  considered,  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved f  That  the  Secretary  of  State  report  to  this  Houko 
the  time:*  at  which  Uie  several  Tt-mtoriei*  were  organized, 
the  length  of  time  their  territorial  existence  continued,  Uie 
amounts  appropriated  to  each  for  legislative,  executive,  and 
Judicial  imrpoJes  for  the  erection  of  public  buildings  and 
tlic  conaruction  of  roads  in  each  of  snid  Territories  prior 
to  their  atlini^sion  as  i<tntes;  and,  also,  the  >«me  information 
In  regard  to  each  of  the  Territories  of  Minnesota,  Oregon, 
Washington,  New  Mexieo,  Kansas,  and  Nebraska. 

Mr.  READY  proposed  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
repeal  and  rcAmd  the  duty  on  railroad  iron. 

Mr.  RITCHIE.  I  desire  to  know  to  what 
committee  the  gentleman  proposes  to  hAve  that 
bill  referred? 

Mr.  READY.  To  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

Mr.  RITCHIE.  If  the  gentleman  ft-om  Ten- 
nessee will  send  it  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  I  have  no  objection  to  its  introduction. 

Mr.  READY.  I  prefer  that  it  should  go  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  RITCHIE.    Then  I  object. 

The  bill  was  therefore  not  received. 

Mr.  WATKINS  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
withdraw  from  the  files  of  the  House  the  papers 
in  the  following  coses,  for  the  purpose  of  having 
them  presented  to  the  Department: 

The  petition  of  Solomon  Pann,  of  Greene  coun- 
ty, Tennessee,  for  compensation  for  services  ren- 
dered and  injuries  received  in  the  war  of  1812; 
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county,  Tennessee,  for  services  rendered  in  the 
late  war  with  Great  Britain,  in  1812;  •  l^ 

The  petition  of  Thomas  G.  Brown,  of  Greene 
county,  Tennessee,  for  services  rendered  during 
the  war  with  Great  Britain  in  1812;  and 

The  petition  of  Wyatt  Griffith,  of  Washing- 
ton county,  Tennessee,  for  services  rendered  m 
the  war  of  1812. 

Mr.  COLFAX,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  in 
pursuance,  of  previous  notice,  introdticed  a  bill 
making  an  appropriation  for  continuing  the  im- 
provement of  the  harbor  of  refuge  and  commerce 
at  Michigan  City,  on  Lake  Michigan,  and  for  the 
construction  of  a  breakwater  thereat;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  BARBOUR  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
to  provide  for  the  right  of  trial  by  jury,  and  the 
right  of  appeal,  in  cases  of  alleged  contempt  of 
of  court. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  What  docs  that  bill  apply 
to?    The  fugitive  slave  law  ? 

Mr.  PHELPS.    I  object. 

The  bill  was  therefore  not  received. 

Mr.  HOLLOWAY.  I  offer  the  following  res- 
olution: 

Re$olvedy  That  the  Committee  on  Printing  inauire  into 
the  expediency  of  reprinting  (itty  thousand  copies  of  the 
agricultural  pwUon  of  the  report  of  the  CommissionY  of 
Patents  for  Id54,  for  the  use  ot  the  House — ten  thousand  of 
which  shall  be  for  the  disposal  of  the  Patent  Office ;  the 
contracts  for  the  illustrations  of  which,  and  the  printing  of 
the  same,  to  be  executed  with  the  advice  and  to  the  aalas- 
(bction  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  object  to  the 
resolution.  One  hundred  thousand  copies  of  the 
report  were  ordered  to  be  printed  at  the  last 
Congress. 

Mr.  WA8HBURNE,  of  lUinois,  by  xinani- 
mous  consent,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
introduced  bills;  which  were  read  a  first  and  second 
time  by  their  titles,  as  follows,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

A  bill  further  to  amend  an  act  entitled  **  An  act 
to  provide  for  the  better  security  of  the  lives  of 
passengers  on  board  of  vessels  propelled  in  whole 
or  in  part  by  steam,  and  for  other  purposes;'* 

A  bill  for  CQntinuing  the  improvement  of  the 
Rock  Island  rapids  in  the  Mississippi  river;  and 

A  bill  to  improve  the  harbor  of  Gralenaand  the 
channel  of  the  Galena  river,  in  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  I  ask  leave  to  introduce 
a  bill  providing  for  the  erection  of  a  building  at 
Graleua,  Illinois,  for  a  custom-house,  post  office, 
and  United  States  court  room,  in  order  tliot  it  may 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Ipropose  that  it  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  The 
gentleman  brought  the  matter  before  that  com- 
mittee; I  want  this  bill  to  go  there  also. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  The  gentleman  is  en- 
tirely mistaken.  This  has  no  reference  to  the 
bill  which  was  sent  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.  The  bill  was  read  inextenso.  It 
appropriates  |88,000  for  the  purpose  specified. 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its 
title, and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  WOODWORTH,  by  unanimous  consent, 
in  pursuance  of  previous  notice,  introduced  a  bill 
for  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of 
Chicago,  Illinois;,  wnich  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ALLEN,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judlciarjr  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  what  further  legislation,  if  any,  bv  Con- 
gress, is  necessary  to  secure  to  purchasers  under  the  Cfeneral 
Government  titles  to  land  coming  within  the  provisions  of 
the  swamp-land  act;  and  that  they  report  by  bill  or  others 
wise. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Illinois,  by  unanimous 
consent,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice*  intro- 
duced a  bill  making  provision  to  compensate 
agents  for  paying  pensions,  and  prescribing  the 
time  and  manner  of  settling  their  accounts;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Invalid^Pensions. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Illinois.  I  desire  to  introduce 
a  bill  to  provide  for  the  purchase  of  a  site  and  the 
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The  petition  of  Elijah  Close,  of  Washington  J  erection  of  a  suitable  building   at  Springfield, 

county,  Tennessee,  for  services  rendered  and  dis-  >;  Illinois,  for  a  post  office,  land  office,  and  for  the 

abilities  incurred  in  the  war  of  1813;  ']  use  of  the  district  and  circuit  courts  of  the  United 

.The  petition  of  William  Budlockj  of  $ulUvan  u  Sutt^s.fgr  the  southern  district  of  lUinoiif  and  w 
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have  it  referred  to  the  Committet  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  RITCHIE.  Similar  applications  have  be«n 
sent  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  Those  included  custom-houset; 
this  does  not. 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its 
title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Illinois.  I  offer  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolvedy  That  the  Presklent  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested  to  eommunicate  to  this  House  complete  Itais  or 
rolls  of  the  names  of  every  person  who  has  served  the 
United  States  in  the  Army  or  Navy,  in  every  kind  and  de- 
scription of  force,  f^orn  the  15th  day  of  June,  1775,  to  the 
1st  day  of  Jonwuy.l  856,  nrranKins  the  sane,  as  near  as  may 
i>e,  for  the  Army,  by  regiments^  otttahone,  or  cowpsnies, 
and  for  tlie  Navy,  in  the  oraer  of  officers  and  crews,  respert- 
ively ;  with  a  sutcment,  also,  showing  the  date,  place, aod 
manner  of  eoterini  and  discbarse  from  service,  and  jiio»> 
ing,  also,  (if  practicable,)  the  battles  or  en|;aceaieiits  is 
which  such  officers,  soldiem,  seamen,  or  mariaes,  or  their 
respective  corps  or  crews,  have  served. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  All  the  clcrksof 
the  Departments  could  not  in  two  years  furnish 
the  information  desired;  and  I  object  to  the  reso* 
lution. 

Mr.  LINDLEY,  by  unanimous  consent,  in 
pursuance  of  previous  notice,  introduced  a  bill  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  *'  An  act  to  provide  for  the 
payment  of  horses  and  other  prop)erty  lost  or 
destroyed  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States, "approved  March  3, 1849;  which  was  read 
a  first  ana  second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Also,  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  preemption  of 
certain  portions  of  the  public  land  to  the  States 
within  which  they  lie,  tor  the  purpose  of  aiding 
in  the  construction  of  railroads;  wnich  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  KENNETT,  by  unanimous  consent,  in- 
troduced the  following  bills,  of  which  previous 
notice  had  been  given ;  which  were  severally  read 
a  first  and  second  time  by  their  titles,  and  referred 
as  indicated  below: 

A  bill  to  relinquish  to  the  State  of  Missouri, 
the  two  per  cent,  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sales 
of  the  public  lands  sold  in  said  State  since  the  1st 
of  January,  1820.  Referred  to  the  Coramittse  on 
Public  Lsinds. 

Also,  a  bill  granting  a  township  of  land  to  the 
State  of  Missouri  to  aid  in  the  support  of  a  sem- 
inary of  learnins^  in  said  State.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  K.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  tvo 
hundred  and  sixty-six  southern  and  western 
steamboat  pilots,  praying  an  amendment  ot  the 
steamboat  law;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com* 
mittee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  PORTER,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced a  bill,  of  which  previous  notice  htui  been 
given,  making  an  af)propriation  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  river 
from  St.  Louis  to  the  lower  rapids;  wnich  wu 
read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD  oiTered  the  following  res- 
olution: 

Resolved^  That  the  Cofnmtttee  on  the  Jodiciary  be  In- 
structed to  inqoira  iato  tbepropriecy  of  providinf  bgr  lawRf 
the  indictment  and  pontshineiit  of  peisoos  for  the  stsalisi 
of  slaves  in  the  Indian  territory. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.    I  objecu 

The  SPEAKER.  The  hour  set  apart  for  ths 
reception  of  bills  and  reaolutioaa  has  expired* 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  1  hope  the  House 
will  ^o  on  with  the  call  until  ali  tha  States  aad 
Territories  have  been  called. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  If  the  gentlemaa  who 
objected  to  the  resolution  will  allow  roc,  I  wul 
state  tlie  grounds  for  the  necessity  of  it.  The 
reason  is,  that  under  the  law  as  it  now  exists,  em 
under  the  decisions  of  the  courts,  persons  on  the 
borders  of  the  Indian  territory  can  go  into  such 
territory  and  steal  slaves  therefrom,  and  take 
them  into  the  southern  States,  and  there  sell  then 
with  impunity. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Being  satisfied  with  the 
explanation  of  the  gentieman,  1  withdraw  the 
objection. 

The  resolution  was  then  af^reed  to. 

The  SPEAKER  continued. the  call. 

Mr,  HOWARD,  by  unanimous  consent,  in- 
troduced a  bill,  of  ,wbi^  previous  j^otics  had  beta 
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pensation  under  that  prior  law  at  fluperinlendent 
of  Indian  aiiairs? 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  The  act  of  1854  bringt  it 
within  the  operation  of  that  law. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  No,  sir;  it  docs  not  bring  it 
within  the  operation  of  that  law.  If  it  had,  it 
would  have  said  so.  This  subsequent  act  con- 
trols the  prior  acts  upon  the  same  subject.  That 
is  the  rule  oC  construction  that  must  fje  given  in 
oil  cases.  You  must  sec  how  far  there  is  consist- 
ency or  inconsistency  between  all  the  acts  upon 
this  subject;  and  if  there  is  inconsistency  between 
this  last  act  and  the  other  acts,  the  last  overrides 
ibo  former  acts  with  which  it  is  in  conflict.  It 
atems  to  me  that,  undera  fairconstruction  of  these 
acts,  this  amount  is  due  him.  Whether  it  is  right 
Vf^ai  it  should  liave  been  allowed  by  law,  is  auothcr 
matter.  When  the  proposition  was  made  to  in^ 
crease  his  salary,  I  votea  against  it,  but  I  did  not 
«tand  with  a  very  strong  party.  I  have  never 
found  a  strong  party  to  vote  tigainst  such  things 
upon  this  floor  in  post  sessions  of  Congress. 

I4r.  DUNN.  If  I  understand  the  nature  of 
this  controversy,  it  does  not  occur  to  me  that 
thsre  is  any  want  of  harmony  in  these  statutes; 
neither  does  it  strike  mc  that  the  Grovernor  of 
New  Mexico  is  entitled  to  this  additional  sum. 
The  rule  of  construction  which  would  be  adopted 
in  the  courts,  and  which  we  ought  to  regard  here, 
is ,  that  if  we  can  construe  the  several  statutes  in 
harmony  with  each  other,  so  that  all  may  standi 
we  must  do  it. 

In  1850,  then — taking  the  statutes  in  their  order 
of  time— a  law  was  passed  organizing  the  terri- 
torial government  of  New  Mexico,  and,  under 
that  law,  it  devolved  upon  the  Governor  to  per- 
form the  duties  ofsupenntendeot  of  Indian  affairs. 
For  hit  salary  as  Governor  so  much  was  given, 
and  for  his  salary  as  superintendeat  of  Indian 
affairs  another  sum  was  given;  in  all,  I  believe, 
making  f^,500.  Gentk^men  will  bear  in  mind 
that  was  in  1850. 

In  1852,  an  act  was  passed  to  the  effect  t)iat 
whenever,  thereaAer,  the  salary  of  any  officer 
should  be  as  much  as  $2,500,  he  should  receive 
no  additional  compensation  from  the  Government 
for  any  other  duties  that  might  be  imposed  upon 
or  performed  by  him  in  the  public  service.  That, 
I  understand  from  gentlemen,  is  the  substance  of 
that  act. 

If  the  salary  which  the  Governor  of  New  Mex- 
ico had  been  receiving  had  then  been  $3,000,  or 
but  1^,500,  he  would  nave  been  entitled  to  receive 
nothmg  in  addition  as  superintendent  of  Indian 
affaii'S,  the  object  of  the  act  of  1852  being  to  cover 
precisely  such  cases  as  this;  and  the  act  is  also 
made  to  apply  to  all  cases  thtreqfter.  As  I  under- 
stand it,  he  was  then  receiving  a  compensation,  as 
Governor,  less  than  $2,500— only  $1,500.  A  sub- 
sequent act,  however,  was  passed,  extending  it 
bayond  that  sum,  increasing  his  salary  as  C^v- 
•roor  to  $3,000.  Sir,  there  is  no  conflict,  so  far 
as  I  see,  between  the  different  acts. 

How,  then,  stands  tlie  case  ?  When  hif  salary 
as  Governor  is  raised  to  $3,000,  he  stands  iust 
where  he  would  have  stood  if,  in  1852,  his  salary 
as  Governor  hod  been  $2,500;  his  compensation 
as  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  was  cut  off 
by  that  act  of  1852.  When  his  salary  as  Gov- 
ernor was  raised  to  $3,000  in  1854,  that  act  of 
1852  was  in  force-^saying  that,  thereafter,  when- 
ever the  salaries  of  these  Governors  were  as  much 
,  as  $2,500,  they  should  have  no  additional  com- 
pensation for  any  other  xluties  they  might  dis- 
cbarge in  obedience  to  the  law  they  were  charged 
with  administering.  All  of  these  acts  can  thus 
stand  together,  and  there  is  no  want  of  harmony 
between  them,  viewed  in  this  light;  and  there  is 
no  difficulty  arises  by  taking  this  construction, 
so  far  as  I  see.  The  act  of  1852  is  simply  a  lim- 
itation on  the  other  two  acts,  so  as  to  prevent 
double  compensation  for  services  one  person  Was 
required,  as  a  public  officer,  to  perform. 

.A  court,  I  think,  would  give  the  acts  this  con- 
struction; and,  if  so,  we  should.  The  proper 
method  of  construing  these  acts  is  not  by  looking 
at  what  any  member  of  Congress  then  said,  nor 
at  what  such  member  now  says  he  tlien  intended, 
l)Ut  at  the  acts  themselves— at  what  Congress  in 
its  legislative  capacity  has  said.  One  of  these 
acts  provides  that  his  salary  as  Governor  shall 
k)e  $3,000,  and  another  act  provides  that  if  his 
salary  is  up  to  the  limit  of  $2,500,  he  shall  receive 
nothing  in  addition  as  superintendent  of  Indian 
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affairs.  That  I  take  to  be  clearly  the  roieaniBg  of 
the  whole  matter,  and  is  all  I  wish  to  say. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  move  to  strike  out  the  clause? 

Mr.  HOUSTON.     I  do. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Before  that  ques- 
tion is  put,  I  will  move  to  insert,  at  the  end  of  the 
paragraph,  the  following  proviso: 

Proridcd^  That  from  and  after  tbc  p&faafe  of  this  act  the 
Kalary  and  coiuiK.*ntuiUon  of  the  Governor  and  ituperuitcn- 
dent  ot*  Indian  aflbirs  shall  be  $3,000,  any  law  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstandinif. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  will  suggest  that  possibly 
the  Department  may  get  hold  of  that,  ana  so  con- 
strue it  as  to  give  him  $6,000.  [Laughter.]  Such 
a  construction  would  be  as  fair  as  the  one  now 
given. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  do  not  see  how  any  one  could 
make  any  such  construction. 

Mr.  DUNN.  I  think  the  law  is  clear  cnoiigh 
on  that  point.  Yet,  if  it  is  not,  this  is  a  proposi- 
tion to  nx  the  salary  by  a  general  law  in  a  defi- 
ciency appropriation  bill.  It  is  out  of  place,  and 
had  better  be  done  in  a  more  regular  way. 

Mr.  JONES.  It  may  not  be  strictly  m  order; 
still,  I  have  followed  the  example  of  the  commit- 
tee who  reported  the  bill.  They  have  reported 
general  legislation  in  it.  I  do  not  suppose  that 
there  are  any  gentlemen  here  who  think  that 
the  salary  of  the  Governor  of  New  Mexico  ought 
to  be  $4,000.  If  we  do  not  get  this  provision  in 
here,  we  may  not  get  it  in  anywhere  else.  If  it  is 
riqrht  and  proper  that  we  should  say  what  the 
salary  should  be, — everybody  seems  to  agree  that 
Congress  never  intended  it  should  be  more  than 
$3,000, — why  not  make  the  provision  here?  Why 
not  now  give  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and 
the  proper  accounting  officers  the  true  construc- 
tion of  the  law  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Does  the  gentleman  iVom 
Indiana  raise  the  question  of  order  ? 

Mr.  DUNN.  I  do  not  think  the  amendment 
is  in  order,  aiid  I  ask.  the  Chair  to  decide  the 
point. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  waive 
his  point  of  order. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  This  is  an  extraordinary 
case. 

Mr.  DUNN.  I  will  not  press  the  question  of 
order. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  hope  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  will  prevail. 

Mr.  H.  MARSHALX..  I  hope  that  the  mo- 
tion to  strike  out  will  not  prevail.  I  am  awk- 
wardly situated  in  reference  to  this  matter^  The 
Governor  of  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico  first 
brought  the  subject  to  my  attention.  He  left 
with  me  a  brief  which,  thus  far,  I  have  not  had 
any  opportunity  of  looking  into,  which  I  prom- 
ised to  do.  I  have  not  thought  to  look  into  it 
before.  Gkntlemcn  can  reach  this  matter  as  well 
in  the  House  as  in  the  committee.  It  is  three 
o'clock,  and  if  the  committee  will  rise,  I  shall 
take  it  as  an  especial  favor.  I  move  that  the 
committee  do  now  rise. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  committee 
refused  to  rise. 

Mr.  H.  MARSHALL.  If  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  does  not  expect 
to  report  the  bill  to  the  House  to-day,  I  ask  that 
this  Item,  instead  of  being  stricken  out,  be  passed 
over  until  the  bill  is  gone  through  with. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  That  may  be  done  by 
unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    I  have  no  objection. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    The  gjentleman  will  accom- 

Clish  nothing  by  it.  If  he  is  going  to  leave  the 
ill  in  committee,  we  might  as  well  rise  now. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio,  Let  us  get  through 
as  far  as  we  can. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  We  have  not  a  quorum 
present;  and  I  do  not  think  the  bill  can  be  got 
through  to-nieht. 

Mr.  C AMPBEILL.  If  we  cannot  get  a  quorum 
at  this  stage  of  the  session,  on  a  deficiency  bill, 
what  are  we  to  expect  by  next  September  ? 

The  paragraph  indicated  was  passed  over,  and 
the  Clerk  proceeded  with  the  reading  of  the  bill. 

When  the  following  clause  was  read: 

<*  To  cooipeu«ate  the  clerk  of  the  United  States  diBtrict 
court  for  the  State  of  Connecticut,  fbr  makinfr  certified  copies 
of  all  copvrif^Ui  recorded  in  his  oiflce,  between  January, 
1846,  and  Wruary,  1850,  §90  25.»'— 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  said:  I  would  in- 
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quire  of  the  chairman  of  t^  Committee  of  Wavf 
and  Means  why  that  item  is  placed  in  the  bill, 
and  for  what  purpose  those  copyrights  were 
copied?  It  may  be  customary  to  pay  ibrsueb 
copies,  but  that  cannot  bo  a  deocicncy.  If  this  la 
to  oe  the  entering  wedge  to  a  system  of  pacing  a 
compensation  to  the  clerks  of  all  the  district  courts 
of  tne  United  States,  for  making  copies  of  the 
copyrights  filed  in  their  respective  offices,  thcce 
will  be  po  end  to  such  apptications  for  compensi* 
tion. 

Mr.  HA  VEIN.  What  were  the  copies  made  for? 

Mr.  JONES.    I  do  not  Iqiow. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  The  Secretary  of 
State  says,  in  his  communication,  that  this  item 
is  to  pay  Alfred  6?ackman,  clerk  of  the  United 
States  district  court  for  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
for  making  certified  copies  of  all  copyrights  re- 
corded in  nis  office  between  January,  16^  waA 
February,  1853, 

Mr.  JON £S.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman  what 
the  copies  were  made  for? 

Mr.  QAMPBELL.  I  iwderstand  they  wen 
made  for  the  use  of  the  Department  of  State. 

Mr.  JONES.    It  is  a  new  item. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Has  there  been  any  appro- 
priatioB  for  that  kind  of  expense  for  this  carrent 
year  ? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    No. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Then  this  cannot  be  a  de- 
ficiency. 

Mr.  JONES.  If  it  is  a  oontio^nt  expense,  it 
should  be  so  stated.  I  expect,  if  we  pass  this 
item,  we  shall  have  to  pay  every  clerk  of  erery 
district  coiurt  of  the  United  States  for  making 
similar  copies,  and  that,  too,  without  knowing 
what  use  is  made  of  them.  I  move  to  strike  otu 
the  whole  item. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to.. 

The  bill  having  been  read  through,  the  (luestion 
recurred  upon  the  following  item,  which  wat 
passed  over  informally  by  unanimous  consent: 

**  For  increased  niary  of  the  Oovemor  of  New  Mexieo, 
per  act  of  July  97, 1854,  #l,Sh^  35." 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Thia  Governor  of  New 
Mexico  is  not  the  only  Governor  whose  salary 
was  increased  a  year  ago.  I  believe  the  Gbr- 
emors  of  the  Territories  of  Oregon  and  Wash- 
ington  each  receive  |3/)00  a  year  fer  attending 
to  their  duties  as  Governors;  and  I  think,  if  you 
will  examine  the  matter,  you  will  find  that  the 
superintendent  of  Indian  aflaira  in  each  of  those 
Territories  receives  |9y500  a  year  for  attending 
to  the  duties  of  that  department  alone — making 
15,500  paid,  in  each  of  those  two  Territories,  te 
the  Governor  and  superintendent  of  Indian  afiairs. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  (incerrupUnF.)  If  the  gen- 
tleman will  allow  me,  I  will  say  that  the  chairmaii 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  seems 
anxious  to  get  the  biU  through  the  committee  this 
evening;  andfts  this  item  has  been  hanging  along 
for  yeara,  I  think  it  will  not  hurt  by  hanging  along 
a  little  longer.  Let  this  item  be  stricken  out,  and 
in  the  mean  time  memberb  can  examine  it.  As 
it  stands  now,  those  of  us  who  entertain  the 
opinion  which  1  do  in  reference  to  it,  will  be  com- 
pelled to  resist  it,  and  if  we  do,  we  cannot  get  the 
Dill  throtigh  the  committee  i<y-d&y, 

Mr.  LETOHER.  I  have  no  objection  to  an 
arrangement  of  that  sort,  in  order  to  enable  us  to 
get  through  with  the  bill.  I  should  never  have 
agreed  to  put  it  into  the  bill,  unless  I  thought  the 
law  justified  us  in  placing  it  there. 

Mr.  H.  MARSHALL.  I  would  suggest  to 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  HotwToy,] 
who  seems. to  consider  the  success  of  his  motioB 
to  be  a  foregone  conclusion,  that  he  should  aUov 
this  item  to  pass  the  committee  and  let  it  go  into 
the  House,  and  when  it  geta  into  the  House  be 
can  move  to  strike  it  out. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  gentleman  is  wrong  m 
hi;  suggestion,  even  to  accomplish  his  own  object. 
If  we  agree  to  let  it  be  stricken  out  in  the  com- 
mittee, it  will  necessarily  come  up  in  the  House, 
upon  a  vote  whether  we  will  agree  with  the  acuon 
or  the  conunittee.  If  we  do  not  strike  it  out  here, 
it  will  be  out  of  our  power  to  act  upon  it  at  all  in 
the  House,  as  the  previous  question  will  be  moved 
upon  the  whole  bill  and  amendments. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  will  give  genUc- 
men  an  opportunity  to  move  to  strike  it  out  in 
the  House. 

Mr.JONES.  Thcquesuon  is  getting  consider- 
ably coropUcated.    If  the  conunitiee  now  strikes 
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to  hav«  no  concealment  from  the  Government  of 
the  United  States.*' 

It  is  very  certain  that  the  Secretary  of  State 
and  the  President  maybe  right  in  supposing  this 
was  not  an  explicit  acknowledgment;  hut  still  it 
is  one  of  those  cases  in  which  parties,  jealous  of 
their  honor,  may  misunderstand  the  effect  in- 
tended to  be  given  by  each  other  to  the  language 
which  they  respectively  use.  It  is,  however, 
equally  certain,  on  the  other  side,  that  Lord  Clar- 
endon thought  he;  had  made  such  an  apology  as 
should  be  made,  and  probably  all  the  apology 
which  could  be  made  by  a  Power  jealous  of  its 
dignity  and  of  its  honor;  because  in  a  diplomatic 
letter  ne  claims  that  this  was  an  apoloey;  that  it 
was  nmde  as  such  to  Mr.  Buchanan ;  and  that  Mr. 
Buchanan  was  satisfied  with  it.  He  insists  upon 
it  that  he  has  made  an  apology;  the  American 
Government  insists  that  he  has  not.  The  point 
of  difference  between  the  two  Governments  is 
confined  simply  to  the  effect  of  the  language 
which  was  usea  by  Great  Britain. 

I  observe  that,  under  date  of  the  5th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1855,  Mr.  Marcy  writes  to  Mr.  Crampton , 
that  **  the  tn/fmo/umo/ aspect  of  the  case  has  been 
overlooked  by  Lord  Clarendon."  That  is,  that 
the  expression  of  regret  which  Lord  Clarendon 
had  made  was  one  which  had  in  yiew  only  the 
municipal  aspect  of  the  case — the  violation  of  the 
municipal  laws  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Marcy 
informs  Mr.  Crampton,  that  **  the  intemalitmal 
aspect  of  the  case  hats  been  overlooked:"  and  he 
insists  that  the  proceedings  of  the  British  func- 
tionaries **  were  a  violation  of  international  law, 
and  an  affront  to  the  sovereignty  of  the  United 
States,  and  infringement  of  their  local  law.  *'  In 
reply  to  this,  Lord  ClarendoH  answers,  that  he 
regi'cts  that  **  his  former  explanations  had  not 
proved  as  satisfactory  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  as  they  had  appeared  to  be  to  Mr. 
Buchanan;"  but  he  aeclares,  that  **  if  the  law  of 
the  United  States  has  been  in  any  way  infringed 
by  persons  acting  with  or  without  any  authonty 
from  them,  any  such  infringement  is  entirely  con- 
trary to  the  wishes  and  to  the  positive  instruc- 
tions of  her  Majesty's  Government. 

On  the  2d  of  November,  1855,  Mr.  Buchanan 
reports  a  conversation  held  with  Lord  Clarendon 
on  the  subject,  in  concluding  which  he  says  that 
Lord  Clarendon  remarked,  "  in  a  sincere  and 
emphatic  manner,  that  nothing  had  been  further 
from  the  intention  of  the  British  Grovernmentthan 
to  violate  the  neutrality  of  the  United  States,  or 
to  give  them  cause  of  offense." 

This  brings  the  subject  down  to  a  very  narrow 
and  almost  technical  point,  under  the  code  of  honor 
which  refipulates  the  diplomacy  of  nations.  To  say 
that  *'  I  aid  not  intena  an  injury,  or  an  insult,  or 
an  offense,"  is  all,  perhaps,  that  a  man  can  truly 
say  who  never  did  intend  such  a  thing;  unless 
you  will  oblige  him  to  admit  falsely  that  he  in- 
tended that  which  he  did  not  purpose.  It  seems 
to  me  you  must  be  content,  taking?  his  honor  as 
the  pledge  for  the  truth  and  sincerity  of  the  dec- 
laration that  he  never  intended,  and  does  not  now 
wish  to  be  construed  to  have  intended,  any  of- 
fense. 

This  communication  of  Mr*  Buchanan  shows 
that  he  believed  Lord  Clarendon  and  the  British 
Gt)vemment  to  be  sincere-^because  he  dwells 
with  emphasis  on  this  point — **  to  be  sincere  in  the 
declaration  which  they  had  made  that  they  had 
never  intended  any  offense  or  injury,  and  that 
what  had  been  done  had  been  done  unconscious- 
ly, if  it  wa»  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States."  I  do  not  say  this  ought  to  be  enough; 
but  I  do  say  it  is  enough  to  form  the  subject  o(  a 
discussion  between  the  parties,  and  to  conclude 
against  the  assumption,  which  would  be  a  violent 
one,  that  the  British  Government  has  made  no 
apology  and  no  explanation  which  ought  to  be 
satisfactory. 

I  trust,  therefore,  if  this  action  of  the  Senate  is 
to  go  abroad,  that  in  regard  to  both  these  ques- 
tions it  may  be  understood  that  there  is  room  for 
further  consultation  and  negotiation  between  the 
Governments,  with  the  hope  that  the  smaller 
matter  may  be  accommodated  and  put  out  of  the 
way,  if  the  larg[cr  one  is  still  to  remain  an  issue 
between  the  nations;  and  that  even  that  great  one 
which  affects  our  country 's  interests  so  profound- 
ly, may  in  some  way  be  happily  closea  while  all 
tnose  interests  are  maintaiuea  and  preserved. 

Mr.  PEARCE.     Mr.. President,  I  think  that 


yesterday,  when  the  correspondence  m  relation  to 
the  enlistment  question  was  received,  it  was  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for  some  day  next  week.  Am 
I  correct  in  that,  sir? 

The  PRESIDENT.  There  was  no  motion  to 
that  effect. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  That  was  my  impression  at 
all  events.  I  did  not  expect  any  debate  to-day  on 
that  question.  The  papers  in  regard  to  it  were 
received  only  yesteraay.  They  have  not  been 
printed  and  laid  on  our  tables,  and  I  am  not  aware 
that  they  have  found  their  way  into  the  newspa- 
pers of  this  city  or  elsewhere,  in  full.  A  porUon 
of  them,  however,  has  appeared  in  a  newspaper 
in  a  neighboring  city — the  Baltimore  Patriot.  I 
do  not  feel  readVf  after  the  cursory  reading  which 
I  have  been  able  to  give  to  such  portions  of  the 
correspondence  as  have  come  under  my  eye,  to 
express  a  deliberate  opinion  on  the  subject,  and 
I  had  hoped  that  no  one  would  present  a  hasty 
view  of  it  to-day,  at  such  length,  at  all  events,  as 
the  Senator  from  New  York  has  seen  fit  to  pre- 
sent to  the  Senate. 

I  do  not  concur  with  that  Senator;  and  I  rise 
only  to  say  a  word  because,  not  concurring  with 
him,  I  am  unwilling  that  his  opinion  shall  fo  forth 
to  the  country  without  reply  or  remark;  Because 
the  Senate  may  be  supposed  to  concur  in  that 
opinion,  if  no  one  here  shall  notice  it. 

I  will  not  undertake  to  say,  sir,  that  no  apolosy 
has  been  made  which  might  not,  perhaps,  by 
strained  liberality  and  gi^At  indulgence,  be  con- 
strued into  some  sort  of  satisfaction;  and  I  know 
how  difficult  it  must  be,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances, to  make  a  graceful  and  satisfactory  ac- 
knowledgment. But  I  must  say  that,  so  far  as  I 
have  been  able  to  form  an  opinion,  such  atone- 
ment as  became  the  Gk)vemment  of  Great  Britain 
has  not  yet  been  made. 

The  disclosures  in  the  correspondence  exhibit 
a  frankness  and  manliness  of  spirit,  as  well  as  an 
ability,  on  the  part  of  our  Gk)vemment,  worthy  of 
all  honor,  and  of  which  we  may  iustly  be  proud. 
But  1  regret  that  a  similar  spirit  does  not  seem  to 
me  to  diaracterize  the  corre^>ondence  on  the  part 
of  Great  Britain.  1  will  not  characterize  it  as  I 
think  it  fairly  might  be  characterized;  but  I  con- 
fess that  the  affront  which  haa  been  offered  by 
the  violation  of  our  neutrality  laws,  and  of  our 
territorial  sovereignty,  seems  to  me  to  be  aggra- 
vated by  the  temper  which  marks  a  portion  of 
the  British  Secretary's  letters.  Not  only  has  no 
satisfactory  atonement  been  made,  so  far  as  I  can 
see,  but  there  is  language  in  that  correspondence 
which  amounts  to  reproach  and  taunt,  and  which 
is  in  itself  offensive 

I  recollect,  sir,  there  is  a  passage  in  one  of 
Lord  Clarendon 's  letters  to  Mr.  Buchanan,  dated 
in  September  last,  in  which  he  says  that  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  has  resorted  to 
means,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  complicity  of 
the  British  authorities,  which  are  sometimes  re- 
sorted to  by  despotic  Governments,  but  which 
free  and  enlij^tened Governments  disdain.  Sir, 
I  think  that  is  adding  insult  to  injury.    « 

These  means  are  not  specified,  I  believe;  but 
we  can  readily  understand  them  to  be  such  as  are 
frequently  resorted  to  by  all  Governments,  Great 
Britain  included,  in  prosecutions  which  could  not 
be  maintained  except  by  usin^.  the  testimony  of 
thoae  who  have  participated  in  the  offense,  and 
who  only  are  cognizant  of  the  facta. 

Sir,  I  am  not  an  advocate  of  war.  I  moatmn- 
oerely  hope  that  we  shall  maintain  peace  withi 
Great  Britain.  I  look  noon  all  wars  as  great 
crimes  and  enormous  follies,  always  unneces- 
sary and  unjust  on  one  side,  and-  sometimes  on 
botn.  Nor  do  1  mean  to  say  that  the  proper  sat- 
isfaction is  to  be  sought  in  measures  of  hostil- 
ity. Far  from  it.  I  should  re|^t  if.  the  conse- 
quences were  found  in  a  termination  of  diplo- 
matic intercourse  between  the  Governments  of 
two  people  who  have  so  many  and  important  mu- 
tual mterests  to  unite  them  in  sincere  and  liberal 
friendship.  But  I  cannot  soften  down  the  ex- 
pression of  my  opinion  so  as  to  admit  that  the 
correspondence  before  us  furnishes  a  full  atone- 
ment tor  the  incontestable  delinquency  of  the  Brit- 
ish authorities  in  this  matter,  or  that  it  is  couched 
in  language,  or  framed  in  a  i^irit  such  as  be** 
comes  the  relations  between  the  two  countries. 

Sir,  the  first  letter  in  this  correspondence  is 
one  from  Mr.  Crampton  to  Mr.  Marcy,  in  which, 
aflar  communieating  to  our  Government  the  inten  - 


tion  of  Ghreat  Britain  to  restrict  within  named 
limits  the  exercise  of  her  belligerent  rights,  he 
invokes  the  United  States  to  restrain  most  rieor^ 
ously  our  citizens  from  participation  in  priva- 
teering against  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain, 
and  to  enforce  upon  them  the  strictest  neutrality. 

Next,  we  find  in  the  correspondence  a  disclosure 
of  the  violation  by  British. authority  of  the  lavs 
of  the  United  States  intended  to  protect  that  very 
neutrality.  The  Power  that  invokes  us  to  su-ict 
neutrality,  to  allow  no  advantages  to  be  given  to 
her  adversary,  seeks  first  openly,  and  then  clan- 
destinely, to  make  use  ofi  our  citizens  or  residents 
against  that  enemy  in  violation  of  that  neairaliiy 
which  we  were  called  upon  to  i  espcct  and  enforce. 

But  I  will  not  pursue  the  subject  further.  I 
do  not  wish  to  bring  on  a  debate  prematurely,  or 
to  encourage  excitement.  The  question  should 
be  discussed  calmly,  after  careful  examination  and 
reflection.  But  differing  widely  as  1  do  from  the 
Senator  from  New  York,  I  have  thought  it  proper 
to  say  so  much,  that  none  may  be  misl^  into 
supposing  that  his  opinion  is  that  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  STUART.  Mr.  President,  I  trust  the 
Senate  will  pardon  me  for  adding  a  single  remark 
to  what  has  been  so  well  said  by  the  Senator  from 
Maryland.  It  will  be  recollected  that  the  speech 
of  Lord  Clarendon  made  in  the  British  House  of 
Lordsi  declared,  in  respect  to  the  proposal  to  ar* 
bitrate,  somethinjg  which  must  have  oeen  unde^ 
stood  by  the  British  public  to  have  been  a  definite 
and  full  statement.  Now  it  turns  out,  by  an  io" 
spection  of  the  papers  read  to-day,  that  no  such 

Sroposition  was  ever  eyen  submitted  to  Mr. 
luchanan «  The  conversation  between  Iiord  Clar« 
endon  and  Mr.  Buchanan »  as  Lord  Clarendon 
himself  states  it  in  his  correspondence  with  the 
British  Minister  here,  does  not  a^  all  come  up  to 
what  Lord  Clarendon  stated  in  the  House  of  Lords. 
He  there  stated  that  he  had  offered  to  arbitrate  the 
question  of  the  construction  of  the  treaty  by  inr 
yoking  the  aid  of  a  friendly  Power,  both  parties 
agreeing  to  be  bound  by  the  decision.  It  appears, 
however,  that  there  is  not  in  the  conversation 
which  is  transmitted  to  this  Government  by  Mr. 
Buchanan,  nor  in  the  conununication  transmitted 
by  Lord  Clarendon  to  the  British  Minister  resi- 
dent  in  the  United  States,  any  language  which 
comes  up  to  that  point. 

What  then,  sir,  is  the  only  inference  which  is 
leA  ?  It  is  that  a  broad  declaration  was  made  by 
Lord  Clarendon  in  the  House  of  Lords,  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  the  British  public  to  understand 
that  their  Government  had  assumed  l  generous 
position,  which  had  not  been  responded  to  by  this, 
and  that  that  proposition  had  been  renewed  aAcr 
having  been  once  declined .  No  inference  can  be 
drawn  other  than  this  to  which  I  have  just  referred 
by  the  British  public,  and  it  is  evident  that  that  in- 
ference is  not  founded  upon  the  true  state  of  things. 

I  am  disposed  to  refrain  from  any  general  die* 
oussion  of  this  subject.  Indeed  I  had  not  intended 
to  embark  in  it,  but  to  leave  it  in  other  and  abler 
hands.  But,  sir,  this  question  is  fast  assuming  a 
position  before  the  country,  which  I  think  ia  tend- 
ing to  another  and  a  different  conclusion, and  that 
is,  that,  inasmuch  as  the  Government  of  Great 
Britain  docs  not  intend  to  live  up  to  tne  ureaty, 
we  ought  to  abrogate  it  altogether.  That  I  con- 
fess is  very  strongly  the  incliiiation  of  my  owa 
mind  at  this  time. 

Thus  much  it  has  seemed  to  me  proper  to  say. 
in  order,  as  the  Senator  from  Maryand  so  well 
remarked,  that  it  should  not  be  understood  that 
the  declaration  of  the  Senator  from  New  York 
was  the  sense  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Mr.  President,  the  honorable 
Senators  from  Maryland  and  Michigan  seem  to 
assume  that  I  have  expressed  the  opinion  that 
the  explanations  made  by  the  British  Government 
in  relation  to  the  violation  of  our  neutrality  hiws 
were  sufficient,  and  ought  to  be  satisfactory.  } 
have  expressed  no  such  opinion.  I  should  hesi- 
tate as  much  as  those  honorable  Senators  to  am  re 
at  such  a  conclusion,  upon  the  very  cursory  ex- 
amination which  I  have  been  able  to  give  to  that 
part  of  the  case  which  now  absorbs  the  attention 
of  both  nations.    I  addressed  myself  to  another 

Proposition,  which  was,  that  it  bad  been  stated 
ere,  as  1  understood,  that  nothing  in  the  shapejf 
an  apology  had  come  from  Great  Britain,  lo 
guard  against  that  conclusion,  I  showed  the  Sen- 
ate how  the  questimi  stands,  vir:  That  after  an 
explanatioB  Ttw  made  by  the  British  Oovwti- 
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compensation  for  his  services  as  an  officer  in  the 
revolutionary  army ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Eastern  Missis- 
sippi,  pmyinf  for  the  confirmation  of  their  titles 
to  certain  lands  entered  and  paid  for  by  them,  in 
conformity  with  the  requirements  of  the  land 
officers  in  that  district ;  wnich  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  presented  a  petition  of 
citizens  of  Iowa,  praying  for  the  estabhshmcntof 
a  mail  route  from  WestTJnion  to  St.  Charles,  in 
that  State ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

NAVAL  RETIRING   BOARD. 

Mr.  SEWARD  presented  an  additional  peti- 
tion of  Oscar  Bullus,  a  commander  in  the  Navy, 
who  has  been  placed  upon  the  reserved  Ust,  pray- 
ing to  be  restored  to  the  active  service  list ;  which 
was  ordered  to  Ije  on  the  table. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  John  S.  Chauncey,  late 
a  commander  in  the  Navy,  who  was  dropped  in 
consequence  of  the  recommendation  of  the  late 
'naval  board,  praying  to  be  restored  to  his  former 
position  in  the  service ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Timothy  C.  Benham,  who 
was  placed  upon  the  reserved  list  in  consequence 
of  the  recommendation  of  the  late  naval  board, 
complaining  that  injustice  had  been  done  to  him, 
and  praying  for  rearess;  which  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MASON  presented  the  memorial  of  Joseph 
A.  Seawell,  late  a  midshipman  in  the  Navy,  who 
was  dropped  in  consequence  of  the  recommend- 
ation of  the  naval  board,  complaining  tliat  injus- 
tice has  been  done  to  him,  and  praying  for  re- 
dress; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  Joshua  Shaw,  on  the 
files  of  the  Scuate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Afi'aira. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  IVERSON,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  O.  L.  Lukcns  and  Hugh  Maxwell  have 
leave  to  withdraw  their  petition  and  papers. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SEWARD,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  William  A.  Cameron  have  leave  to  wit  fa- 
draw  his  petition  and  papers. 

REPORTS  FflOM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  CLAY,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Enoch  S. 
More,  submitted  an  adverse  report;  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Daniel  Brown,  sub- 
mitted an  adverse  report;  which  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Brown,  sub- 
mitted an  adverse  report;  which  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Illinois  in 
behalf  of  Valentine  G.  Wel^rheim,  submitted  an 
adverse  report;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Miles  Devine,  sub- 
mitted an  adverse  report;  which  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  from  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
the  heirs  of  Simon  Summers,  asked  to  be  dis- 
charged from  its  further  consideration,  and  that 
it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims;  which  was  agreed  to. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  JONEIS,  of  Iowa,  by[  unanimous  consent, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  the  sale  of  certain  town  lots;  which  was 
read  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  WADE,  by  unanimous  consent,  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  mtroduce  a  bill  to  continue  the 
improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Vermilion,  Ohio; 
which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  CASS.  Mr.  President,  in  the  Intelligencer 

of  this  morning  is  a  statement  of  some  conferences 

that  took  place  between  two  distinguished  eentle- 

nMA  in  tfOndon  sofos  two  5rMtr»  ago,  in  wh&h  my 


name  is  very  freely  used,  and  to  which  it  seems 
proper  that  I  should  advert,  as  I  do  not  like  the 
position  in  which  it  places  me.  The  article  is 
signed  '*J.  W.  W.'^  Although  I  should  not 
tbmk  it  proper  to  notice,  in  this  place,  an  anony- 
mous article,  this  is  so  obviously  written  by 
General  James  Watson  Webb,  and  is  so  dis- 
tinctly alluded  to  by  the  Intelligencer  as  such, 
that  1  feel  justified  in  considering  it  the  production 
of  that  gentleman — as  much  so  as  if  signed  by 
him  in  full. 

General  Webb  states  that,  some  two  years  ago, 
when  tlie  discussion  took  nlace  in  the  Senate  in 
respect  to  the  declaration  or  Lord  Clarendon,  that 
there  was  an  understanding  between  France  and 
England  which  extended  to  all  parts  of  the  world, 
he  was  in  England, and  had  an  interview  with 
Lord  Clarendon  on  the  subject.  I  will  preface 
General  Webb's  narrative  by  reading  the  aeclara- 
tion  of  Lord  Clarendon: 

"  Your  lordships  will  be  glad,  also,  to  bear  that  the  union 
of  the  two  Oovcmnicnts— of  France  and  England— i«  not 
confined  to  the  Eastern  question,  but  tlint  tlie  habit  of  a 
good  undcratanding  botnrcen  tlicm  lia:i  become  general  on 
all  matters  of  policy,  and  exrends  to  all  parta  of  the  world ; 
and  that,  on  the  question  of  policy,  there  is  no  part  of  the 
world,  in  either  hemisphere,  with  regard  to  which  we  are 
not  entirely  in  accord.*' 

That  declaration  excited  some  sensation  in  this 
country,  as  every  gentleman  present  will  prob- 
ably recollect,  it^ seemed  to  be  a  distinct  decla- 
ration to  the  world,  on  the  part  of  tlie  English 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  tliat  the 
policy  or  France  and  England  was  in  accord  with 
respect  to  all  questions  in  which  we  were  in- 
terested— Cuba  and  others — and  with  respect  to  all 
otlier  questions  throughout  the  world.  A  short 
time  afterwards,  in  the  address  of  the  French  Em- 
peror to  his  Legislative  Council,  was  tlic  follow- 
ing pregnant  paragraph,  containing  the  same 
ominous  warning: 

*<  What  firmer  bonds  can  there  in  fkct  be  than  those 
bearing  the  names  of  victories  belon^g  to  the  two  armies, 
recalling  a  common  glory;  than  the  same  anxieties  apid 
the  same  hopes,  agitating  the  two  countries;  than  the 
same  views  and  the  same  intentions  animating  the  two 
Governments  in  every  comer  of  the  globe  f " 

It  has  been  herctolbre  noticed  in  this  country, 
and  is  wortli  noticing  again,  that  just  before  this 
declaration  of  the  French  Emp>eror,  while  indeed 
it  was  preparing.  Lord  Palmerston  was  in  Paris; 
and  it  is  no  unreasonable  supposition,  that  his 
representations  may  have  operated  upon  the 
French  ruler,  to  induce  him  to  avow  tne  same 
thus  announced  to  the  British  House  of 


eers. 


It  will  be  seen  that  Lord  Clarendon  said  the  al- 
liance extended  to  all  parts  of  the  world,  and  that 
there  was  no  portion  of  either  hemisphere  with 
regard  to  which  the  Allies  were  not  in  accord. 
The  French  Emperor  said,  their  understanding 
extended  **  to  every  corner  of  the  clobe.  '*  These 
declarations  attracted  a  good  deal  of  attention  in 
our  country.  It  appeared  as  if  &  consentaneous 
policy  were  about  to  be  adopted,  or  had  been 
adopted,  which  had  our  interest  particularly  for 
its  object.  In  common  with  other  Senators,  I 
made  some  remarks  about  it  at  the  time.  Those 
remarks  went  to  England;  and  it  appears  from 
General  Webb's  statement,  that  he  immediately 
had  a  conversation  with  Lord  Clarendon  on  the 
subject.  He  says  that  Lord  Clarendon  stated  that 
he  had  read  with  surprise  General  pass's  remarks. 
This  declaration  was  followed  by  a  consultation 
with  General  Webb  as  to  the  best  method  of 
placing  Lord  Clarendon  right  before  the  American 
people;  during  the  course  of  it  he  said  with  some 
emphasis  to  General  Webb: 

"  Surely  you  did  not  Imagine  that  I  intended  to  convey 
the  idea  that  we  had  entered  into  any  arrangement  afliecting 
the  United  Statei  i** 

To  which  General  Webb  says: 

<<  Certainly  not,  because  your  daily  language  to  me  ren- 
dered it  impossible  tor  roe  to  mistake  your  meaning.  It  is 
nevcrtlicless  true  that  your  language  appears  to  justify  the 
c<mstruction  put  upon  it  by  General  Cass." 

He  likewise  added,  that  the  speech  would 
*' excite  alarm  and  anxiety  throughout  this  coun- 
tr3r."  And  that  it  did  so  is  known  to  every  one. 
It  is  likewise  known  that  there  was  but  one  con- 
struction put  upon  this  language,  either  in  the 
Senate  or  out  of  it,  and  that  was,  that  it  was 
unfriendly  and  minatory,  both  in  its  terms  and 
objects. 

Two  years  ago,  an  article  appeared  in  the  New 
York  Courier  and  Enquirer,  wnich  may  becftUad 


the  first  edition  of  the  narrative,  obviously  wriitea 
by  General  Webb,  and  containing  substantially 
tlie  same  statement  of  his  interview  with  Lorn 
Clarendon,  and  of  the  advice  he  gave  him,  which 
he  has  now  tlioitght  it  of  sufficient  importance 
again  to  spread  before  the  country.  He  now 
goes,  however,  somewhat  more  into  detail.  He 
differs,  however,  from  himself  in  one  respect.  In 
the  former  narrative  he  says,  that  Lord  Claren- 
don 's  language  *'  certainly  admitted  of  such  forced 
construction. "  Bu t  time  has  corrected  his  views, 
and  the  construction  is  now  justified  without 
the  application  of  any  force  in  its  interpretation. 
It  appears  that  after  some  consideration  of  the  diffi- 
culty of  his  position.  Lord  Clarendon  demanded 
Greneral  Webb's  opinion,  **  and  inquired  bow  it 
was  possible  to  remedy  the  error  which  bad  been 
conomitted?"  The  E^lish  Secretary  of  State, 
being  quite  a  verdant  young  man,  and  having 
ventured  into  water  beyond  his  depth,  appealed 
to  the  friendship  and  judigment  of  our  distinguished 
countrymen  to  lend  him  a  lielping  hand  to  relieve 
him  from  the  scrape.  The  counsel  was  given, 
and  the  narrative  thus  proceeds: 

**  I  recommended  an  interview  with  Mr.  Buchaoaa, 
whleh  was  adopted;  and  the  interview  acconlingiy took 
place  on  the  foUowing  day.  A  lew  eveuiafi  tittireadnBr 
1  again  met  his  lordship,  when  be  said  to  me  that  he  had 
arranged  with  Mr.  Buchanan  the  unfortunate  misappre- 
hension of  hb  speech ;  and.  in  reply  to  my  inquiry  Aow  it 
had  been  arranged,  he  statecl  that  he  had  addressed  an  ex- 

Fhiuatory  letter  to  Mr.  Crampton,  to  be  read  to  Mr.  Mmj. 
smiled  at  this  information,"  &c. 

This  significant  smile  of  the  American  poUtician 
immediately  alarmed  his  friend,  who  at  once 
inquired,  '*  Why  I  considered  the  arrangement  a 
bad  one  ?  My  reply,  of  course,  was,  that  the  pres- 
ent Administrauon  would  not  feel  desirous  of 
correcting  the  error  that  had  been  made;  and 
that,  consequently,  the  American  people  would 
never  hear  of  it,  and  all  their  sympathies  would  be 
gradually  transferred  from  the  AUies  to  the  cause 
of  Russia.  He  appreciated  the  force  of  this  re- 
mark ,  and  asked  me  to  suggest  a  mode  in  which  the 
people  of  America  could  be  made  to  understand 
how  grossly  his  meaning  had  been  misrepresented, 
adding: " 

*<  <  I  look  upon  the  sympathy  and  good  fedug  of  yoor 
countrymen  in  the  coming  stni^c  as  being  ali-impartsnt 
to  the  Allies.  The  moral  power  which  tliey  will  exercise 
upon  the  war  is  second  only  to  their  taiting  part  witb  us  in 
the  contest.* " 

From  the  marks  of  quotation  annexed  to  this 

paragraph,  it  is  obvious  that  General  Webb  must 

nave  meule  a  formal  protocol  of  his  conversation 

with  Lord  Clarendon.    But,  however  that  may 

be,  he  put  his  shoulder  to  the  wheel,  and  thus 

states  tne  result  of  his  reflections: 

"  After  some  conversation  upon  the  subject,  I  proposed 
to  write  him  a  note,  asking  him  to  commit  to  writrng  wbst 
be  bad  said  to  mc  in  our  first  convarsatioD  upon  the  subject, 
to  be  used  at  my  discretion,  in  the  event  of  the  Admini^tn: 
tion  suppressing  the  purport  of  his  official  cxplanatioD  of 
his  speech.  Tnis  was  acceded  to,  and  <ni  the  foUowio^  day 
1  addressed  biro  the  note  agreed  upon,  in  reply  to  which  I 
received  the  following." 

This  note  I  need  not  read,  for  it  has  been  pub- 
lished in  the  Intellieenoer,  and,  I  suppose,  read 
by  every  Senator.  It  disclaims  any  reference  to 
the  United  States,  and  says  that  he  "  had  on  his 
mind  the  joint  action  of  France  and  England  (in 
which  the  United  States  shared)  in  Paraguay,  in 
Buenos  Ayres,"  &c. 

It  will  strike  every  dispassionate  observer  that 
the  words,  "  all  matters  of  policy,"  and  extend- 
ing to  **  all  parts  of  the  world,"  "  and  no  part  of 
the  world  in  either  hemisphere  with  regard  to 
which  we  (that  is  France  and  England)  are  not 
entirely  in  accord,"  in  the  speech  of  Lord  Clar- 
endon, "and  the  same  views  and  the  same  mten- 
tions  animating  the  two  Governments  theyerf 
corner  of  the  globe,"  in  the  address  of  the 
French  Emperor,  are  phrases  which  require  a 
good  deal  of  twisting  to  confine  their  operation, 
even  upon  this  continent,  to  Paraguay  and  Buenos 
Ayres.  This  letter,  however,  which  General 
Webb  suggested  to  Lord  Clarendon  to  address 
to  himself,  as  the  best  mode  of  cutting  the  Gor- 
dian  knot,  is  deemed  by  the  General  a  rery  **' 
isfactory  and  important  one;  and  he  sayst  v^9X 
he  "  inclosed  it  to  a  distinguished  member  of 
the  Senate,  urging  him  to  inquire  of  General  Cais 
in  the  Senate  whether  our  Government  had  nw 
been  officially  apprised  by  Lord  Clarendon  of 
the  true  meaning  of  his  speech  in  the  House  of 
Lords;  and  in  tho  event  of  his  disclaiming:  anT 
knowledge  of  such^aa  eiqplsnatioa,  to  i«id  Um 
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loo,  with  our  lawbefbre  them, fotl hare  idready 
•hown  it  was  communicated  by  Mr.  Marcy  to 
the  French  and  British  Gorernmenta  soon  after 
the  declaration  of  war.  Sach  a  representation  is 
but  a  continuation  of  that  ayntem  of  misrepresent- 
ation which  has  marked  this  attempt  to  violate 
our  laws  and  our  neutral  duties.  JNo  man  con 
read  our  statute  upon  this  subject  without  know- 
ing that  a  person  cannot  be  sent  fVom  the  United 
States  to  another  country  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
Usting  without  a  violation  of  our  law.  "If  any 
person/'  says  the  statute,  **  shall,  within  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States,  hire  or  retain  any 
person  to  go  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  intent  to  be  enlisted  in  the  service 
of  a  foreign  prince,  he  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of 
a  high  mtsdiimeanor. " 

Now,  sir,  did  Lord  Clarendon  need  the  dpinion 
of  tlie  Lieutenant  Grovemor  of  Nova  Scotia  as  to 
whether  such  persona  could  be  received  there. 
Let  him  believe  it  who  can^  am  not  of  the  num- 
ber. The  whole  course  upon  this  recruiting  mat- 
ter is  but  another  version  of  the  old  injunction, 
eet  money,  honestly  if  you  can,  but  get  money. 
DO  the  British  Government  say  in  effect  to  their 
ag:ent8 — get  recruits  in  the  United  States,  and 
without  violating  the  laws,  if  yon  can;  but  get 
recruits  in  the  United  States,  and  don't  be  found 
out.  I  shall  not  continue  this  subject;  but  no  dis- 
passionate man  can  review  the  proceedings  with- 
out being  satisfied  that  the  conduct  of  the  British 
Government  has  been  anything  but  friendly,  and 
its  explanations  anything  but  satisfactory. 
CHEROKEE  PENSIONS. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  The  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  joint  resolution 
declaring  in  what  manner  the  pension  laws  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Cherokee  Indians  shall  be  exe- 
cuted, have  instructed  me  to  report  it  back,  and 
to  move  that  the  committee  be  discharged  from 
its  further  consideration. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  REID.  I  move  that  the  Joint  resolution 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  should  like  to  hear  that 
resolution  read,  in  order  that  the  Senate  may  see 
what  ground  thgre  is  for  referring  it  again. 

Mr.  REID.  1  will  state,  for  the  information 
of  the  Senator  from  Michigan,  what  I  understand 
to  be  the  object  of  this  joint  resolution,  which  was 
introduced  by  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Biggs.]  Un- 
der an  existing  treaty  and  law,  certain  Cherokee 
Indians,  who  were  engaged  in  the  war  of  1812, 
are  entitled  to  be  placed  on  the  list  of  invalid  pen- 
sioners. The  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  I  be- 
lieve, has  some  difficulty  in  determining  who  is 
the  proper  person  to  receive  the  pension  when 
the  warrior  who  was  the  original  pensioner  is 
dead;  and  it  is  necessary  to  pass  a  law  designat- 
ing the  persons  properly  entuled  to  receive  pen- 
sions when  the  original  pensioner  is  dead.  That 
is  the  intent  of  this  resolution. 

Mr.  STUART.  The  only  object  I  had  in 
calling  for  the  reading  of  the  resolution  has  been 
effected  bv  the  statement  made  by  the  Senator 
from  North  Carolina.  When  the  report  was  made 
from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  I  did  not 
understand  that  it  was  made  because  that  commit- 
tee thought  the  subject  one  not  nroperly  belonging 
to  them.  I  understand  now,  however,  that  the 
ground  on  which  the  committee  asked  to  be  dis- 
charged was,  that  the  subject  more  properly  be- 
longed to  the  Committee  on  Pensions.  My  only 
object  was  to  prevent  one  co^nmittee  fh>ni  super- 
vising the  action  of  another.  I  have  no  objection 
to  the  reference  of  the  resolution. 

The  joint  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

SOUTHWESTERN  AND  MUSCOGEE  RAILROAD 

COMPANIES. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  RUSK  the  johit  resolution, 
(S.  R.  No.  7.)  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  for  the  relief  of 
the  Southwestern  and  Muscogee  Railroad  Com- 
panies, was  read  the  second  time,  and  considered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

It  proposes  to  authorize  the  Postmaster  General 
to  correct  an  error  in  the  bid  of  R.  R.  Cuyler,  for 
the  president  of  the  Southwestern  and  Muscogee 
Railroad  Companies,  on  ntail  route  6303,  by  al- 
lowing them  $15,300  per  annum  for  double  daily 
service,  from  the  commenesment  of  dieir  service 
to  tho  expiration  of  tlis  coAtraei,  or  wo  long  as 


the  New  York  and  New  Orleans  mail  may  con- 
tinue to  be  transported  over  that  route. 

Mr.  RUSK.  This  resolution  is  intended  to 
correct  what  is  clearly  a  mistake.  There  are  two 
railroad  companies  connected  in  the  present  con- 
tract for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  on  this 
route;  they  are  each  about  iifly-one  miles  in 
length.  The  parties  intended  to  bid  separately 
for  each  road;  but,  on  an  examination  of  tho  na- 
yertiaement  for  the  purpose  of  making  their  bids, 
it  was  ascertained  tnat  the  two  roads  were  adver- 
tised as  one  route — the  Southwestern  road  and 
the  Muscogee  road.  The  president  of  one  of  the 
roads,  as  the  agent  of  both,  filled  up  the  bid,  sub- 
mitted it  to  the  Poet  Office  Department,  and  pro- 
posed to  carry  the  mail  at  $20,400  fbr  single  aaily 
service,  and  for  double  daily  service  they  intended 
to  insert  $30,600;  but  in  making  out  the  latter 
sum,  for  the  double  daily  service,  (it  being  a  dis- 
cretionary matter  with  tfie  Postmaster  General  to 
accept  or  not, ^  the  sum  of  $15,600  was  inserted. 
That  was  eviaentlya  mistake;  because,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  course,  no  reasonable  men  would  propose 
to  carry  the  mail  twice  daily  for  a  leM  sum  than 
that  for  which  they  would  carry  it  onze  daily; 
but  this  is  made  very  certain  by  the  affidavit  of 
Mr.  R.  R.  Cuyler,  who  is  well  known  to  most  of 
the  committee,  and  whose  statement  I  would  take 
without  hesitation.  He  states  that  the  mistake 
occurred  by  the  figures  being  made  out  for  one 
of  the  roads  only.  There  was  an  additional  prop- 
osition, that,  if  the  Department  would  transfer 
the  New  York  and  New  Orleans  mail  to  that 
route,  they  would  then  perform  the  service  for 
half  the  amount  they  had  proposed.  The  Post- 
master General  accepted  the  bid,  and  transferred 
the  New  York  mail. 

This  resolution,  therefore,  proposes  to  correct 
the  error,  and  they  will  then  receive  only  $15,300 
per  mile  for  transportation  of  the  douole  daily 
mail  service  on  this  route.  We  have  not  only  the 
affidavit  of  Mr.  Cuyler,  a  ^ntleman  for  whom  I 
have  a  high  respect,  but  the  facts  which  I  have 
stated  are  admitted  by  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment; and  the  only  objection  the  Department  has 
had  to  correcting  the  error  heretofore  was,  that 
it  had  no  authority  by  law  to  do  so;  and  if  it  did 
so  in  this  case  it  might  be  called  on  to  make  sim- 
ilar corrections  in  other  cases.  It  was,  therefore, 
thought  better  to  refer  the  matter  to  Cong**css. 

The  joint  resolution  was  reported  to  the  Senate 
without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading.  It  was  read  the  thinl  time 
and  passed. 

COST  OP  PUBLIC  PRINTING. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  Senate  to  correct  an  error  in  a  resolution 
which  I  introduced  the  other  day  at  the  instance 
of  the  Committee  on  Printing.  It  was  a  resolu- 
tion of  inquiry  to  ascertain  me  cost  of  printing 
for  the  Departments  not  done  under  the  provis- 
ions of  the  general  printing  law.  I  ask  leave  to 
have  the  words  **  judicial  and  executive"  stricken 
out,  so  as  to  make  the  resolution  read: 

Re9olpt4j  That  the  different  heads  of  Departments  of  the 
Government  be  directed  to  ftireish,  Por  the  inrorauitraa  of 
Uie  B«uata,  astateoMnt  of  any  and  all  luma  ofmoneF  wbieh 
have  been  paid,  or  agreed  to  be  paid,  fbr  printing  for  anch  of 
the  veveral  bureau*  and  offices  of  sach  Departments,  during 
the  year  ending  December  31, 1855,  which  has  not  b«en  ex- 
ecuted under  the  provtsiona  of  the  actof  96tli  August,  ISSfi, 
regulating  the  prices  of  the  public  printing. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  proposed  amend- 
ments were  allowed  to  be  made. 

ADDITIONAL  SLOOPS  OF  WAR. 

Mr.  MALIX)RY.  Mr.  President,  on  Tuesday 
last  I  gave  notice  that  I  should  ask  the  Senate  to-  if 
day  to  take  ui>  for  consideration  the  bill  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  providing  for 
the  construction  of  ten  sloops  of  war.  I  post^ 
poned  it  until  to-day,  in  consequence  of  objection 
from  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
[Mr.  Hunter,]  who,  having  since  examined  the 
subject,  now  withdraws  his  objection.  I  there- 
fore ask  the  Senate  to  take  up  the  bill  now  for 
consideration. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  con- 
sider the  bill  (S.  No.  119)  to  authorize  the  con- 
struction of  ten  sloops  of  war.  It  proposes  to 
authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  cause  to 
be  constructed,  at  as  early  a  day  as  practicable, 
consistent  with  a  due  regard  to  economy  and 
efficiency,  ten  sloops  of  war,  provided  widi  sexew  I 


propellers  and  properly  armed  and  equipped  for 
service;  the  vessels  and  machinery  to  be  built 
either  in  the  Grovemment  yards  or  by  contr&ct,a8 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  may  think  most  odvii- 
able.  For  this  purpose  |3,0(K),000  are  proposed 
to  be  appropriated. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  will  simply  inform  the 
Senate  that  the  language  of  the  bill  is  identical 
with  that  of  the  bill  passed  some  two  years  ago, 
for  the  construction  of  six  steam  frigates.  The 
amount  is  less  than  one  half  of  the  estimate;  but 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  conceives  that  the  sum 
proposed  by  this  bill  to  be  appropriated  is  as 
much  as  ought  to  be  appropriatCKl  now.  I  have 
placed  the  sum  in  rouna  figures  in  the  bill,  and  I 
believe  it  is  k;ss  than  one  half  the  amount  esti- 
mated at  the  Department. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Will  the  honorable  Senator 
inform  me  what  is  the  estimate  of  the  whole  cost, 
what  is  the  size  of  the  steamers,  and  whether 
they  are  all  to  be  uniform  ?  What  is  to  be  the 
average  cost?  If  the  amount  now  (proposed  be 
less  than  one  half  the  estimate,  and  if,  as  usual, 
the  estimates  be  less  than  the  actual  cost,  I  think 
the  ten  war-steamers  must  cost  ultimately  as  much 
as  $8,000,000. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  will  ask  the  Secretary  to 
read  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on 
that  suMect. 

The  Secretary  read  it  as  follows: 

Navy  Dbpartxcnt,  Feirturry  S5, 1856. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  aclcDOwledge  the  receipt  of 
yourcoiumiinicaiion  of  the  24th  insunt,ia  which  youitate 
that,  "  in  view  of  the  time  which  has  clap%d  tince  your 
[myj  recommendatioti  for  the  con^nction  of  seven  sloops 
wafl  made,  aud  ot*  the  present  comutton  oT  the  Navy  with 
ret'crencc  to  our  merchant  tonnage  and  the  naval  forces  of 
other  Powers,  it  has  occurred  to  the  Naval  Conmiittee  ttit 
you  [1]  might  deem  it  expedient  to  provide  tbr  a  greater 
nuiDoer." 

I  have  jOKt  had  an  interview  with  the  chiefof  the  Bareiv 
of  Construction,  fcc.,  relative  to  the  conditicm  ofonr  pros* 
ent  sloops  of  war  and  the  wanbi  of  the  service.  This  class 
of  vessels,  drawing  but  little  Water  and  armed  with  the  im- 
proved battery  of  a  few  heavy  guns,  has  of  late  grown  nuck 
upon  the  esteem  of  naval  men.  Since  my  conununicaiion 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affai^,  dated  December  83, 
1854,  recommending  seyen  steani  sloops,  we  have  In^t  the 
Albany  and  the  Porpoise.  Seveial  otliers  have  been  con- 
demned. After  a  cateAil  inouinr  into  ttie  Bumber and  con- 
dition of  our  sloope  of  war,  1  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  it 
will  be  Judiciouj  aud  prAdent  to  order  tlie  constructkm  of 
ten  sloops,  instead  of  seven.  Thm  opinion  is  not  dictated 
by  our  diatarbod  relation*  with  any  foreign  Power. 

The  chiefof  the  Buveau  of  Construction,  &c.,  has  nade 
an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  vessels  of  the  class  proposed.  Hit 
opinion  hy  that  each  will  co«t  $507,000  completed^equip- 
ment  and  machinery. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedieol 
servant,  J.  C.  DOBBIN. 

Hon.  Stbprkn  R.  Mallorv,  Chmrwrnn  •/the  N^vd  Com- 
uuUetf  UnUed  Statv  denote. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  wish  to  iiumire  of  the  chair^ 
man  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  if  thew 
vessels  are  in  addition  to 'the  six  war  steamen 
ordered  to  be  constructed  by  the  last  Congreis? 

Mr.  MALLORY.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  move  to  strike  out  "  ten," 
and  insert  "seven  "  as  the  number  of  steam  sloopi 
to  be  now  constructed,  so  as  to  bring  it  back  to 
the  original  estimate.  I  have  no  ioea  that  we 
shall  have  a  war. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  wUl  ask  my  friend  from 
Mississippi  [Mr.  Adams]  whether  he  heard  the 
letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  read,  giving 
as  a  reason  for  the  increase  that,  since  he  recom- 
mended the  construction  of  seven  sloops  of  war, 
two  years  ago,  two  of  our  old  sloops  nave  beea 
lost,  and  some  others  condemned.  This  propo- 
sition to  increase  the  number  is  altogether  ine- 
spective  of  any  war  feeling. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  have  noticed  what  the  een- 
tleman  aUudes  to;  but  I  am  inclined  to  think  that, 
if  we  should  lose  Uie  remainder  of  these  old  ves- 
sels, no  injury  would  result  to  the  service— not 
the  least  in  the  world. 

Mr.  YULEE.  I  wish  to  inquire  of  my  col- 
league, the  chairman  of  the  Committee  oo  Naval 
Aitairs,  what  is  the  cost  of  keeping  a^oat  and  m 
service  a  steam  sloop  of  war  for  a  year? 

Mr.  MALLORY.  We  have  no  steam  sloops 
of  war  in  our  Navy.  I  know  of  nothing  that 
deserves  the  name.  I  am  unable,  therefore,  to 
make  any  statement  which  can  be  relied  on  as  to 
the  expense. 

Mr.  YULEE.  Can  you  not  judge  by  the  ex- 
pense of  maintaining  ia  service  other  steam 
vessels.^ 

Mr.  MALLORY.    I  canoot^fivaanyiiifoniia- 
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The  estimate  for  this  \rork  is  |80,000.  There 
are  two  other  works  in  Texas  recommended  by 
the  chief  engineer,  but  not  approved  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  and  therefore  1  have  not  included 
them  in  this  bill.  There  can  be  no  objection,  I 
suppose,  to  this  recommendation;  and  it  needs  to 
be  acted  on  very  soon. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  I  would  inquire  whether  the 
bill  has  been  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs  ? 

Mr.  WELLER.  A  few  days  a^o  I  reported, 
under  the  order  of  the  Senate,  a  bill  makineap- 
propriations  for  certain  new  fortifications.  This 
particular  work  is  embraced  in  that  bill.  I  intend 
to  call  for  the  action  of  the  Senate  upon  it  at  a 
very  early  day.  I  shall  do  so  to-day,  if,  after  the 
expiration  of  the  morning  hour,  we  do  not  pro- 
ceed to  other  business. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  So  I  understand;  but  this  bill 
has  not  been  reported  fVom  that  committee.  If  I 
recollect  aright,  the  bill  alluded  to  by  the  Senator 
from  California  was  recommitted  to  the  commit- 
tee because  it  included  some  appropriations  for 
works  already  established  by  law;. and  to  provide 
for  old  works  by  that  committee  was  supposed 
to  be  an  invasion  of  the  province  of  another  com- 
mittee. This  appropriation,  therefore,  is  before 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  It  seems  to 
me  to  be  rather  a  bad  practice  to  allow  to  be  pre- 
sented, by  individual  members  of  the  Senate,  oills 
which  are  pending  before  a  committee.  All  these 
new  works,  I  think,  ought  to  be  reported  by  the 
committee  in  one  bill,  and  acted  on  at  one  time. 
I  suppose  there  is  no  pressing  necessity  for  this 
wort,  any  more  than  for  those  provided  for  by 
the  bill  which  was  reported  from  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  some  time  a^o.  I  do  not  see 
any  necessity  for  it;  and,  as  it  is  out  of  the  reg- 
ular track,  I  should  prefer  to  await  the  report  of 
that  committee,  which,  I  suppose,  will  be  made 
to-morrow.  I  expect  that  1  shall  vote  for  them 
all.  I  am  in  favor  of  putting  the  frontier  in  a  state 
of  defense.  I  think  it  should  have  been  done  a 
lon^  time  ago.  It  is  not  only  the  interest  of  the 
nation,  but  the  duty  of  Congress,  I  believe,  to 
protect  its  maritime  frontier  on  all  important 
points.  If  the  Department  recommends  this  as 
a  point  requiring  fortification,  I  should  be  guided 
by  that  recommendation,  unless  some  very  strong 
reason  to  the  contrary  should  be  made  to  appear, 
and  I  should  cheerfully  vote  for  it;  but  I  do  think 
we  ought  to  act  on  these  matters  upon  the  re- 
port of  the  regular  committee,  properly  charged 
with  the  consideration  of  such  subjects. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Senator  object 
to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  now  ? 

Mr.  PEARCE.    I  do  not  like  to  do  that. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  think  my  friend  from  Mary- 
land has  misunderstood  my  remarks.  I  intendeil 
to  bo  understood  as  saying  that  I  had  reported 
a  bill  for  new  fortifications,  which  is  now  on  the 
table,  and  that  this  work  was  embraced  in  that 
bill. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  If  that  be  the  case,  I  think 
we  had  better  let  this  lie  over,  and  take  up  the 
bill  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  RUSK.  I  desire  to  make  an  explanation ; 
and  when  the  Senator  from  Maryland  shall  have 
heard  it  I  think  he  will  have  no  objection  to  the 
passage  of  the  bill  now. 

A  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  Senate  some 
time  a^o  calling  on  the  War  Department  for  in- 
formation in  regard  to  fortifications  at  three 
points  in  the  State  of  Texas.  The  chief  of  the 
eng^ineer  department  reported  in  favor  of  appro- 
priations for  all  three  of  those  points.  The 
Secretary  of  War,  in  sending  in  nis  estimate, 
approved  only  that  for  Galveston;  he  did  not  ap- 
prove of  the  recommendation  for  appropriations 
for  Saluria,  and  for  the  mouth  of  the  Kio  Grande. 
Those  estimates  were,  on  my  mfbtiqn,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  That  com- 
mittee reported  a  bill  whicn  included  fortifications 
at  Galveston  harbor,  at  Saluria,  and  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Rio  Grande,  in  accordance  with  the  esti- 
mates of  the  chief  of  the  engineer  department. 
In  addition  to  these  works,  the  committee  in- 
cluded in  that  bill  two  others  which  were  not 
new  works.  From  that  fact  a  discussion  ^rew 
up  in  the  Senate,  and  the  bill  was  recommitted 
to  tlie  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  committee  have  now  reported  a  bill  pro- 


viding fbr  these  and  other  new  works.  On  that 
there  may  be  discussion  and  difference  of  opinion 
which  will  lead  to  delay.  There  is  peculiar  ne- 
cessity for  prompt  action  in  this  matter.  The 
harbor  of  Gralveston  is  more  exposed  than  per- 
haps any  harbor  on  the  coast  of  the  Atlantic. 
There  has  not  been  a  single  dollar  appropriated 
towards  its  defense.  It  is  within  reach  of  gun- 
shot from  the  deep  water,  and,  therefore,  the  ne- 
cessity for  its  defense  is  greater  than  forperhaps 
any  other  port  on  the  shores  of  the  gulf.  For  these 
reasons,  I  nope  the  honorable  Senator  from  Mary- 
land will  not  make  any  objection. 

Mr.  PEARCE.    I  make  none. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

SUNATOR  FROM  ILLINOIS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr.  Critten- 
den on  the  27th  of  February: 

Reaolvedy  That  Lyman  Tsumbull  i«  entitled  to  a  feat  in 
this  body  an  a  Senator,  elected  by  the  Lecislature  of  the 
State  of  Illinois,  for  the  term  of  six  yeua  from  tlie  4th  of 
March,  1853 

Mr.  STUART.  Mr.  President,  I  approach  the 
discussion  of  this  question  with  all  that  difHdence 
which  ought  to  belong  to  me  personally,  and  with 
a  full  consciousness  of  the  importance  of  the 
subject  itself.  We  learn  from  tne  report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  or  rather  from  the 
argument  of  one  of  its  members,  [Mr.  Pugh,] 
that  if  the  resolution  offered  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Crittenden]  shall 
be  adopted  by  the  Senate,  its  effect  will  be  to 
render  null  and  void  certain  provisions  of  at 
least  twelve,  and  possibly  sixteen,  of  the  consti- 
tutions of  the  respective  States  of  this  Union.  It 
seems  to  me  that  this  consideration  alone  would 
lead  every  Senator  to  consider  carefully  before 
adopting  a  construction  which  would  have  that 
effect,  and  would  induce  him  not  to  adopt  it  unless 
in  his  opinion  the  language  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  imperiously  demands  it. 

There  is  another  consideration  connected  with 
the  subject  immediately  before  us.  The  effect  to 
which  I  have  just  alluded  strikes  at  one  of  the 
dearest  interests — an  interest  of  the  most  vital 
consequence  to  the  personal  security  of  the  people 
of  the  States  ;  for  tnese  provisions  of  the  various 
State  constitutions  have  not  been  the  result  of  mo- 
mentaiy  impulse.  They  are  the  result  of  careful 
consideration,  and  of  that  extended  deliberation 
which  characterizes  the  action  of  the  people  when 
assembled  to  form  their  organic  law.  For  their 
own  safety,  therefore,  the  people  of  the  various 
States  of  this  Union  have  determined  that  it  is 
necessary  to  fix  a  disability  of  the  nature  here 
imposed  by  the  constitution  of  Illinois  upon  all 
persons  holding  judicial  office  under  the  authority 
of  the  State,  such  as  is  described  in  their  consa- 
tutions. 

It  is  important  to  consider,  in  connection  with 
this  subject,  the  fact  that  there  is  no  necessity  in- 
cumbent upon  an  individual  to  receive  and  hold  a 
judicial  ofiice  to  which  tliis  disability  is  attached. 
To  every  citizen  of  a  State  is  left  the  decision  of 
the  question  whether  or  not  he  will  accept  the 
office  of  a  judge  under  the  constitution  of  his 
State.  If  he  does  accept  it,  he  voluntarily  assumes 
to  himself  the  disability  followingupon  the  honors 
and  responsibilities  conferred,  i  have  said — and 
I  beg  Senators  to  bear  in  mind — that  this  disabil- 
ity has  been  thus  deliberately  fixed  by  the  various 
constitutions  of  those  States  of  the  Union  in  which 
it  is  contained,  as  a  matter  of  stern  necessity  in 
the  opinion  of  those  who  formed  those  constitu- 
tions. I  shall  have  occasion  to  refer  to  that  point 
hereafter. 

It  may  be  said,  also,  that  any  subject  which 
involves  the  judgment  of  the  Senate  upon  the  true 
construction  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Union  is 
one  most  grave  and  important  in  its  character. 

There  is  a  consideration  affecting  myself  indi- 
vidually growing  out  of  the  constitution  of  the 
State  of  Michigan.  The  language  of  the  con- 
stitution of  that  State  is  almost,  if  not  precisely, 
identical  with  that  contained  in  the  constitution 
of  Illinois.  The  ninth  section. of  the  sixth  article 
of  the  constitution  of  Michigan  provides: 

"  Each  of  the  judges  of  the  circuit  court  shall  receive  a 
salary  payable  quarterly.  They  shall  be  ineligible  to  any 
other  tlian  a  judicial  oHice  during  the  term  for  which  they 
ore  elected,  and  for  one  year  thereafter.  All  votes  for  any 
perMn  elected  such  Judge,  for  any  office  other  than  judicial, 
glvan  eithsr  by  the  Legislature  f»r  the  people,  shall  be  void.'' 


Mr.  President,  I  hope  that  none  of  the  consid- 
erations to  which  I  have  alluded  will  have  any 
influence  upon  my  judgment  in  this  case,  other 
than  to  cause  me  carefully  to  consider  it  after 
hearing  all  that  can  be  said  on  the  subject;  and, 
if  the  discussion  in  the  Senate  shall  convince  me 
that  I  anf  wrong  in  the  position  which  1  have 
taken,  I  shall  receive  as  much  personaJ  pleasure 
from  the  result  as  any  other  individaal  in  this 
body;  for  the  relations  which  I  hold  to  the  hon- 
orable member  whose  right  to  a  seat  u  dow  under 
consideration  are  such  as  to  have  secured  all  that 
esteem  which  one  gentleman  can  entertain  for 
another. 

I  concede,  Mr.  Prc&ddent,  in  the  outset,  that  if 
there  be  a  conflict  between  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  and  the  constitution  of  the  State 
of  Illinois,  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Slates, 
by  its  own  terms,  is  paramount,  and  that  would 
end  the  inquiry.  In  order  to  ascertain  whether 
there  is  conflict  dr  not,  1  shall  have  occasion  to 
refer  to  various  provisions  of  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution, and  I  shall  undertake  to  show  that  there 
is  no  conflict.  The  first  provision  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  to  which  I  shall  refer 
is  this: 

**  No  person  shall  be  a  Senatfv  who  shall  not  hare  at- 
tained to  the  age  of  thirty  years,  and  been  nine  yean  a  ciii- 
sen  of  the  United  States,  and  who  shall  not^wben  elected, 
be  an  inhabitant  of  diat  State  for  which  heshaU  be  cbotea.** 

I  understand  those  who  sustain  the  resolution 
offered  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky 
to  contend  that  the  eflfect  of  this  provision  of  tb 
Constitution  is  the  same  as  it  would  be  if  it  read 
thus:  "  Any  person  may  be  a  Senator  who  shall 
have  attained  to  the  age  of  thirty  years,  and  been 
nine  years  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and 
shall,  when  elected,  be  un  inhabitant  of  that  State 
for  which  he  shall  be  chosen."  I  admit,  that 
if  the  clause  of  the  Constitution  which  I  hare 
quoted  is  susceptible  of  this  construction,  it  ends 
the  case.  But  is  it  susceptible  of  this  construc- 
tion ?  Upon  its  fKce  it  does  not  purport  to  declare 
such  an  eflfect.  Upon  its  face  it  does  not  purport 
to  prescribe  all  the  qualifications  of  a  Senator. 
Upon  its  face  it  doos  not  purport  to  prescribe  any 
disqualifications  or  disabilities.  Therefore,  if  vft 
are  to  construe  this  provision  according  to  the 
languagre  contained  in  its  own  terms,  it  cannot  be 
susceptible  of  such  a  construction  as  is  contended 
for;  but  I  will  undertake  to  show,  by  oilier  pro- 
visions of  the  Consthution  of  the  United  Stales, 
that  such  a  construction  cannot  be  ipaintaioed. 
The  provision  which  I  have  already  read  contain! 
no  single  word  respecting  a  disabihty  or  disjquali- 
fication;  nor  is  a  disability  or  disqualification  to 
bo  inferred  from  it.  Now,  let  me  read  the  last 
clause  of  another  subdivision  of  the  Constitution: 

**  And  no  person  holding  any  office  under  the  Uaited 
States  shall  be  a  member  of  either  House  during  hU  con- 
tinuance in  office.'' 

That 
the  Constitution 

is  not  referred  to  at  all  in  the  clause  declaring  the 
qualifications  of  a  Senator.  Even  a  postmaster 
of  the  smallest  post  oflice  in  the  United  States 
cannot  be  a  member  of  either  House  of  Congress 
while  he  holds  his  oflice.  That,  then,  is  a  dis- 
oualification,  and  it  proves  conclusively  that  the 
nrst  clause  to  which  I  have  referred  does  not  mean 
what  it  would  mean  if  it  read  that  every  peraon 
who  was  thirty  years  of  age,  and  had  been  nine 
years  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  was  at 
the  time  of  his  election  an  inhabitant  of  the  Stale 
that  chose  him,  should  be  entitled  to  a  seat  here. 
The  words  used  in  the  first  clause  to  which  I  hare 
referred  are  not  words  of  exclusion;  they  arc  not 
used  in  the  sense  of  exclusion ;  and  we  see,  by  » 
reference  to  the  other  provision,  that  they  wcrs 
not  intended  to  be  words  of  exclusion;  but  theu* 
true  construction  is,  simply,  that  no  man  who 
has  not  these  qualifications  shall  be  a  Senator. 
He  may  have  any  and  he  may  have  all  o'^J*^» 
but  if  he  has  not  all  these  qualincatioos,  he  shall 
not  be  a  Senator.  , 

Mr.  President,  I  desire  to  call  tha  attenuon  of 
the  Senate  to  another  consideration.  The  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  Stales  contains  this  pro- 
vision: 

*•'  Judgment  in  coses  of  impeachment  shall  n^  extei» 
Airther than  to  removal  from  office,  and  disqushftcauonw 
hold  and  enjoy  any  office  of  hoi«or,  troJt,  or  profit,  u"*^^ 
United  States ;  but  the  party  convicted  shall  m*«**"™J5 
be  liable  and  sut^ct  to  iAditftoMDti  trial,  JadCDi»»,** 
punishment,  iie«ordin|  to  law.^' 


is  a  disability  or  disqualification  fixed  br 
istitution  of  the  United  States  itself,  which 
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rertible,  that  the  power  of  the  Legislature  to  elect 
a  Senator  is  granted  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States;  and  if  so,  it  is  very  obvious  that 
the  power  cannot  be  withdrawn,  cannot  be  dimin- 
ished, cannot  be  modified,  by  State  authority. 
What  is  the  power?  It  is  the  power  of  choosing 
a  Senator,  provided  the  person  chosen  docs  not 
fall  within  any  of  the  disqualifications  of  the  Con- 
stitution— not  only  those  embraced  in  the  same 
clause  which  has  been  referred  to,  but  in  any  other 
part  of  the  Constitution. 

Then  how  does  the  question  stand  ?  The  sit- 
ting member  has  been  cnosen  by  the  Legislature 
of  Illinois,  under  the  power  granted  to  that  Le- 
nslaturc  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
There  is  nothing  in  the  Federal  Constitution 
which  disqualifies  him  from  receiving  an  election 
from  that  Legislature.  The  Legislature  of  Illi- 
nois did  not  derive  the  power  to  elect  him  from 
the  constitution  of  the  State,  but  from  the  Con- 
fititution  of  the  United  States;  and  when  the  fact 
exists  tlmt  there  is  a  Legislature,  the  power  to 
choose  a  Senator  follows  of  course.  Tne  power 
was  in  the  Legislature,  and  could  not  be  taken 
away  by  the  people  of  the  State.  The  grant  is 
made  through  the  channel  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States.  It  is  a  grant  by  the  |>eople 
of  Illinois  as  much  as  by  any  of  the  thirteen 
original  States.  When  that  power  lias  been 
granted,  the  question  is,  does  it  remain  in  the 
people  of  the  State  of  Illinois  to  withhold  it,  or 
limit  it,  or  restrict  it;  or  is  the  grant  to  remain  as 
it  stands  in  the  instrument  in  which  that  grant 
was  made  ?  It  is  to  my  mind  clear  that,  when 
the  people  of  Illinois  adopted  their  State  constitu- 
tion, they  had  no  power  to  take  awav  from  their 
own  Legislature  tne  power  conferred  on  that  Le- 
gislature by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

The  fact  existing,  the  power  exists;  and  they 
have  exercised  it  by  electing  a  Senator  from 
Illinois  who  is  not  within  any  of  the  prohibitions 
or  limitations  of  the  Constitution.  You  have, 
then,  the  fact,  that  there  is  a  Legislature  and  that 
the  Legislature  has  chosen  the  Senator.  If  he  is 
chosen,  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
says  he  is  entitled  to  his  seat. 

i  admit,  sir,  that  this  subject  has  been  long 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary:  it  has  been  much  discussed  ;  but  it 
seems  to  me,  after  listening  to  all  that  has  been 
said  on  the  one  side  and  on  the  other,  that  the 
whole  subject  comes  back  to  the  question  which 
I  have  stated.  If  the  power  is  derived  from  the 
constitution  of  the  State,  the  claimant  is  not  enti- 
tled to  his  seat,  because  the  State  has  not  granted 
to  its  Legislature,  in  its  own  constitution,  the 

Sower  to  elect  him  as  a  Senator.  That  is  clear  ; 
ut  if  you  look  beyond  that  constitution,  and  ex- 
amine the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
(which  confers  on  the  Lej^islature  of  every  State 
— provided  a  Legislature  in  fact  exists — the  same 
identical  power  in  every  one  of  the  thirty-one 
States  to  choose  a  Senator,  and  if  that  power  lias 
been  exercised  in  this  case,)  you  find  that  by  vir- 
tue of  its  provisions  he  is  in  his  seat  independ- 
ently of  the  constitution  of  the  State  of  Illinois. 
The  constitution  of  Illinois  is  entirely  immaterial, 
except  for  one  purpose  only,  that  is,  to  create  a 
Legislature  ;  and  when  the  Legislature  is  created, 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  appUes  to 
the  fact  of  there  bein^  a  Legislature,  and  confers 
this  power.  What  is  the  power?  It  is  to  elect 
ai\y  man  who  is  not  within  the  prohibitions  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  The  re- 
strictions are  that  he  shall  be  an  inhabitant  of  the 
State  ;  that  he  shall  have  been  nine  years  a  cili- 
^n  of  the  United  States  ;  that  he  shall  be  of  the 
a^e  of  thirty  years.  A  man  having  these  qual- 
iucations,  who  has  been  chosen  by  the  Legislature 
of  Illinois,  unless  he  falls  within  some  other  clause 
creating  a  disability,  is  necessarily,  by  the  opera- 
tion of  the  power  conferred  by  the  Constitution  on 
the  Legislature  of  Illinois,  a  Senator  entitled  to 
his  seat. 

Sir,  I  have  no  control  over  the  conclusions  of 
my  own  mind.  I  am  not  able  to  resist  the  con- 
clusion which  I  have  stated.  The  premises  which 
exist,  and  which  are  incontrovertible,  bring  my 
mind  inevitably  to  that  conclusion.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  you  admit  that  a  State  has^power  to 
resume  this  grant,  or  to  modify  it,  or  any  part  of 
it,  where  are  you  ?  Suppose  a  State,  by  its  con- 
stitution, should  undertake  to  disqualify  any  class 
of  citiz6n»-<-I  care  not  what  cIms,  whether  it  be 


convicts  in  the  State  prison^  or  Catholics,  or  Pro- 
testants, or  any  class  whatever^the  moment  you 
admit  the  power  of  disqualification  it  is  without 
any  limit  whatever.  Under  this  construction,  if 
a  popular  doctrine  should  prevail,  that  Senators 
should  be  chosen  by  the  people,  it  would  be  com- 
petent for  a  State  Legislature  to  say,  that  no  man 
should  be  chosen  a  Senator  by  the  Legislature, 
unless  he  had  first  received  the  votes  of  the  people, 
and  unless  he  had  been  nominated  to  the  Legis- 
lature by  a  majority  of  the  people,  and  that  votes 
cast  for  any  such  candidate  should  be  utterly  void. 
There  is  no  stopping-point,  sir.  If  the  power  of 
disqualification  exists  in  the  States,  it  may  be 
exercised.  If  it  is  exercised  for  one  purpose,  it 
may  be  for  another.  If  you  can  qualify  this  grant 
of  power  in  the  constitution,  you  can  go  to  the 
extent  of  taking  it  away  almost  entirely;  but  if 
you  take  it  away  entirely,  the  State  goes  out  of 
the  Union.  ^ 

Sir,  I  do  not,  upon  a  full  examination  of  the 
subject,  entertain  any  doubt  that  I  have  given 
the  true  construction  to  the  authority  granted  to 
the  Lcicislature  of  Illinois,  by  the  Constitution 
of  the  united  States.  As  to  the  exercise  of  the 
power  in  this  case,  I  have  nothing  to  say.  The 
State  is  sovereign.  The  Legislature  has  a  right 
under  the  Constitution  to  exercise  this  power. 
They  exercise  it  according  to  the  discretion  of  a 
sovereign  State.    It  is  not  for  us  to  question  it. 

I  do  not  intend  to  go  into  tlie  consideration  of 
the  other  questions  which  have  been  raised.  I 
do  not  think  there  is  much  foundation  for  the 
objection  which  has  been  made  in  the  course  of 
this  debate,  that  the  constitution  of  Illinois,  pro- 
vided it  be  valid,  does  not  apply  to  this  case. 
I  think  it  does.  I  think  the  language  of  the  con- 
stitution is  perfectly  clear;  and  were  it  not  that  it 
necessarily  comes  m  conflict  with  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  the  Senator  from  Illi- 
nois would  be  within  the  inhibition,  for  the  clause 
in  the  constitution  is  <*  the  term  for  which  they  are 
elected,"  not  the  term  for  which  they  shall  serve, 
and  **  one  year  thereafter."  But,  bit, I  think  the 
provision  of  the  Illinois  constitution  is  necessa- 
rily in  collision  with  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  because  the  grant  of  power  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  is  plenary.  It 
is  an  integral  power;  and  an  attempt  to  limit  or 
restrict  it  necessarily  comes  in  conflict  with  it. 
That  being  the  case,  I  think  that  to  this  extent 
the  authority  attempted  to  be  exercised  by  the 
people  of  Ilhnois,  in  framing  their  constitution 
m  this  particular,  was  not  well  exercised,  and  has 
no  foundation. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Mr.  President,  I  have  a  few 
words  to  say  on  this  subject,  but  Senators  around 
mesuggest  that  we  should  adjourn.  It  is  entirely 
immaterial  to  me  whether  I  go  on  now  or  not. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  Will  the  honorable  Senator 
allow  me  to  interrupt  htm  for  a  moment?  I  wish 
to  know  whether  this  subject  is  to  be  disposed 
of  by  a  continuous  debate  ?  I  am  perfectly  willing 
to  agree  to  that.  I  intended  to  deliver  some  views 
to-morrow  on  the  Kansas  me88ajg;e,  but  I  do  not 
wish  to  interpose  to  the  obstruction  of  debate  on 
this  subject.  I  simply  wish  to  know,  as  far  as  I 
can  ascertain,  what  is  the  general  wish  on  that 
point. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  The  honorable  Senator  may 
occupy  to-morrow  with  the  remarks  he  intends 
to  oner  on  the  Kansas  message,  or  we  will  pro- 
ceed with  this  subject,  as  he  may  prefer. 

Mr.  BUTLER.    Just  as  you  please. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Mr.  President,  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States  has  not  only  power,  but  ex- 
clusive power,  to  determine  upon  the  qualifications 
of  its  members.  The  Hon.  Lth4n  Trumbull, 
of  Illinois,  presents  himself  in  the  Senate  with 
credentials,  and  claims  a  seat  as  a  member  of  this 
body.  We  are  sitting  judicially  to  ascertain 
whether  those  credentials  show  that  he  has  been 
duly  elected  a  member  of  this  body,  and,  if  the 
credenticds  are  suflicicnt ,  whether  there  is,  outside 
of  them,  any  fact  which  disqualifies  him  for  being 
a  member  of  the  Senate. 

The  credentials  are  in  due  form.  They  set 
forth  the  fact  that  Mr.  Trumbull  was  chosen  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Illinois  to  be  a 
Senator  of  the  United  States.  Who  shall  choose 
Senators  in  Congress  ?  The  Legislatures  o£  the 
States — nobody  else — nobody  um  ted  with  them— 
nobody  coming  after  them  ^nobody  going  be- 
fore thexDh-nobody  interfering  with  them.    The 


Legislature  of  the  State  of  Illinois  alone  have  the 
power  to  choose  a  Senator  from  that  State.  That 
power  is  unlimited,  unbounded,  unconfined,  ex- 
cept by  certain  provisions  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  which  declare  that  they  shall 
not  choose  a  man  who  ia  not  thirty  years  old, 
who  has  not  been  a  citizen  of  the  Unitea  States  for 
nine  years,  and  who  is  not  an  inhabitant  of  the 
State.  That  is  all.  It  does  not  appear  that  Mr. 
Trumbull  is  less  than  thirty  years  old;  it  is 
not  alleged  that  he  has  not  been  nine  years  a  cit- 
izen of  the  United  States;  it  is  not  claimed  that 
he  is  not  an  inhabitant  of  the  State  of  Illinois. 

What,  then,  is  alleged  against  him?  It  ii  al- 
leged thcLt  once  in  his  lifetime  he  has  beena  judfe 
of  the  State  of  Illinois.  What  has  that  to  do 
with  the  question  ?  The  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Illinois,  having  absolute  discretion,  had  a  right  to 
say  that  the  judges  of  Illinois  were  unfit  to  be  Sen- 
ators; and  if  they  had  thought  so  in  this  case,  they 
would  not  have  sent  a  judge  here,  or  one  who 
had  ever  been  a  judge.  But  that  is  aU  the  Le^* 
lature  had  the  power  to  do.  They  must  elea 
somebody,  and  if  they  want  to  exclude  a  judge; 
they  must  decide  that  against  him  in  the  aa 
of  election,  and  not  otherwise.  Every  one  will 
see  that  if  the  Legislature  of  Illinois,  instead  of 
electing  a  Senator,  bad  passed  a  law  that  a  inan 
who  was  a  judge  should  not  be  a  Senator,  the 
law  would  be  invalid,  bocause  that  would  be  no 
way  of  performing  the  duties  assigned  to  them; 
for  the  Constitution  of  the  Unit^  States  em- 
powers them  to  do  nothing  in  that  respect  but 
choose  the  Senator.  Whatever  considerationa  of 
policy,  of  or  duty,  or  of  justice,  or  of  morality, 
or  of  wisdom,  may  operate  upon  them,  are  te 
have  their  effect  when  they  come  to  the  act  of 
electing  a  Senator— not  beiore — not  afterward*. 
It  would  be  preposterous  to  say  that,  after  they 
have  elected  to  be  a  Senator  in  Congress  a  gen- 
tleman who  had  been  a  judge,  they  would  bare 
power,  by  law,  to  say  that,  notwithstanding  his 
election,  he  should  not  be  a  Senator,  because 
they  had  found  out  that  he  had  once  been  ajudge. 
It  is  equally  absurd,  it  seems  to  me,  to  say  that 
they  have  the  power,  independent  of  any  pa^ 
ticiuar  electidh,  when  there  is  no  election  to  be 
held,  to  pass  a  law  that  no  person  who  was  a 
judge  shall  be  elected  a  Senator  by  the  Lensla- 
ture.  They  have  power  to  speak  and  act  only  at 
electors  in  the  transaction  of  choosing  a  Senator. 
Certainly  this  is  all  the  power  the  Legislature  has* 

But,  sir,  the  Legislature  of  Illinois  have  not 
raised  this  objection .  They  have  not  disqualified 
the  Senator;  out  still  the  cnarge  is  made  that  he 
is  disqualified  by  the  act  of  another  body.  What 
body  is  that? .  it  is  a  convention  of  the  people  of 
the  State  of  Illinois,  which  was  held  in  1847. 
That  particular  body  nine  years  ago  passed  a  law, 
or  made  an  ordinance,  declaring  tnat  the  Legisla- 
ture  should  not  elect  a  man  who  was  a  judge,  or 
who  had  been  a  judge  within  a  certain  period. 
What  body  was  that?  It  was  a  poUtical  bodyi 
a  State  body,  a  local  body,  a  body  unknown  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  a  body 
never  heard  of  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  unknown  in  the  organization  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States.  Where  did 
they  get  their  power  to  pass  this  edict  and  fix 
the  qualifications  of  a  Senator  in  Congreas? 
There  is  only  one  place  where  they  could  get 
it,  and  that  is  in  the  Constitution  of  the  Uniied 
States.  That  Constitution ,  however,  has  not  aaid 
that  conventions,  held  by  people  in  the  SiateSj 
shall  elect  Senators  in  Congress.  It  has  not  said 
that  they  shall  control,  or  direct,  or  authorize,  or 
interfere  in  any  way  with  the  Legislature.  On 
the  contrary,  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Sutea 
raises  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  IlUnow,  for 
this  particular  purpose,  out  of  the  sovercigntv  of 
the  State  of  Illinois,  above  the  sovereignty  of  tna 
people  themselves — separates  it,  makes  it  an  en- 
tirely independent  body  for  this  special  purpj*** 
and  secures  the  action  of  the  Legislature  free 
from  the  control  of  the  people  of  the  State,  antt 
of  course  beyond  the  control  of  any  conrenUon 

or  assembly  of  the  people  of  the  State. 
Thispoliticalbody— the  convention— is notonir 

not  recognized  by  the  Constitution  of  the  iJniieo 
States,  from  whence  all  power  for  the  ekction  ot 
a  Senator  in  Congress  pro  ceeds,  but  the  Legist- 
ture,  and  the  Legislature  aJone,  under  the  Oooau- 
tution,  are  invested,  not  merely  with  the  power 
to  choose,  but  with  the  excluiiw  powtr  w 
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the  Navy,  for  this  reason:  The  Secretary  has 
reported  to  Congress  that  he  has  executed  the 
law;  and  now,  if  we  were  to  pass  a  resolution  and 
use  cither  the  word  **  alleged  '*  or  "pretended," 
in  reference  to  its  execution,  it  might  be  consid- 
ered as  an  imputation  on  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy.  I  do  not  see  that  it  would  commit  the 
Senate  to  the  action  of  the  board  to  omit  both 
words. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  My  fear  is  that,  unless  the 
word  "pretended"  be  employed,  the  resolution 
may  be  considered  as  implying  an  admission  that 
the  law  has  been  executed  by  the  action  of  the 
board.  That  ia  a  question  which  I  do  not  intend 
to  yield.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  resolution,  if 
amended  as  I  propose,  can  cast  no  reflection  on 
the  Secretary  of  tlie  Navy.  It  surely  was  not  so 
intended.  I  have  disclaimed  any  such  purpose. 
I  have  stated  that  I  have  no  unkind  feelings 
toward  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy;  and  it  seems 
to  me  that  this  disclaimer  in  the  Senate  would 
relieve  the  resolution  from  any  such  construction. 
Some  gentlemen  contend  that  the  action  of  the 
naval  board  was  void,  because  it  was  not  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  law;  and  that,  therefore,  by 
repealing  tlie  law,  we  should  place  the  oflicers 
retired  or  dropped  by  the  board  in  statu  quo.  If 
in  this  resolution  we  were  to  use  the  language, 
"execution  of  the  law,"  it  might  be  construed  to 
admit  that  the  law  had  been  executed.  To  avoid 
any  such  conclusion,  I  propose  to  insert  the  word 
•*  alleged"  before  •*  execution.**  It  seems  to  me 
that  It  implies  no  reflection  on  the  head  of  the 
Navy  Department.  I  did  not  intend  cuiything  of 
the  kind;  nor  do  I  see  how  the  resolution  can  be 
so  understood. 

Mr.  REID.  When  this  resolution  was  passed 
this  morning,  the  phraseology  of  it  was  not  un- 
derstood. My  impression  is,  that  the  word  **  pre- 
tended** was  interlined  in  tlie  resolution,  and  was 
overlooked  by  the  Secretary  in  reading  it,  and 
therefore  the  attention  o(  the  Senate  was  not  then 
^  drawn  to  it.  I  feel  satisfied  that  the  Senator  fVom 
Texas  does  not  intend  to  cast  any  reflection  on 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy;  but  I  still  entertain 
the  opinion  tnat  the  phraseology  is  useless,  be- 
cause by  implication  it  may  be  understood  to 
have  a  meaning  which  the  Senator  himself  disa- 
vows. I  think  the  resolution  would  be  in  a  better 
form  by  omitting  both  words,  **  pretended**  and 
"alleged.**  I,  however,  do  not  core  about  it, 
because  the  matter  will  be  correctly  understood 
with  the  explanation  which  the  Senator  from 
Texas  has  given. 

The  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no  objection, 
the  change  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Texas 
will  be  made  in  the  resolution.  The  Chair  hears 
no  objection;  tlie  alteration  will  therefore  be 
made. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JOHNSON,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive  busi- 
ness; and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  doors 
were  reopened,  and  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

TuBBDAT,  March  4,  1856. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.  Prayer 
by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Daniel  Waldo. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
MESSAGE  FROM  THE  SENATE. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  by 
AsBURT  DiCKiNs,  its  Secretary,  notifying  the 
House  that  that  body  had  passed  a  joint  resolu- 
tion and  bill  of  the  following  titles,  and  asking 
its  concurrence  therein: 

A  resolution  for  the  relief  of  the  Southwestern 
and  Muscogee  Railroad  Companies;  and 

An  act  to  authorize  the  construction  of  ten 
sloops  of  war. 

THE  DEFICIENCY  BILL. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  business  first 
in  order  was  the  consideration  of  the  motion  to 
recommit  the  deficiency  bill  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  upon  which  the  previous  ques- 
tion had  been  demanded. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  modify  my 
motion,  so  that  the  motion  will  be  to  recommit 
the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union;  and  on  that  motion  I  call  for 
the  previous  question.  Before  the  question  is  put, 


I  ask  that  a  communication  from  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  in  reference  to  the  contingent  fund  be 
taken  up  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

There  was  no  objection;  and  the  communica- 
tion was  taken  up  and  referred  accordingly. 

GEOLOGICAL  SURVEY  OF  UTAH. 

Mr.  BERNHISEL,  by  unanimous  consent, 
presented  the  following  resolution;  which  was 
adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affain  be  in- 
structed to  inqaU«  into  the  expediency  of  providing  for  a 
geological  survey  of  the  Territory  of  Utah;  and  th£t  said 
committee  report  by  tuil  or  otherwise. 

RETURN  OF  PAPERS  FROM  COURT  OF  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.  I  ask  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  clerk  of  the  Court  of  Claims  be  n- 
quested  to  deliver  to  the  Clerk  of  tliis  House  the  petition 
and  papers  of  Robert  H.  Stevens,  an  invalid  of  the  war  of 
1813 ;  and  that  when  so  delivered  they  shall  be  referred  lo 
the  Comoiittee  on  Invalid  Penaioas. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  suggest  an  amendment*— that 
all  applications  for  inr&d  pensions  which  may 
have  been  referred  to  the  Court  of  Claims  be 
withdrawn  from  that  court,  and  referred  here  to 
the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions.    I  ask  the 

fentleman  to  so  modify  his  resolution.  Let  us 
o  this  business  all  at  once,  and  not  have  a  sepa- 
rate resolution  for  every  particular  case. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  The  gentleman's  sugeestion 
is  a  good  one,  and  I  think  had  better  be  adopted. 

Mr.  R£!ADY.  Perhaps  the  gentleman  had 
better  make  his  amendment  a  little  more  compre- 
hensive. There  are  a  food  many  cases  which  do 
not  fall  strictly  under  tAe  denomination  of  inTalid 
pensions. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  Say,  **  f^>plication8  for  pen- 
sions, invalid  or  otherwise,  snail  be  withdrawn 
from  the  Court  of  Claims,  and  referred  here  to 
their  appropriate  committees.'* 

Mr.  READY.    That  wiU  do. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.    I  accept  the  modification. 

The  resolution,  as  modified,  was  then  adopted. 

SLOOPS  OF  WAR. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  ask  the  House  to  allow  the 
bill,  which  has  just  come  into  the  House  from 
the  Senate,  with  reference  to  sloops  of  war,  to 
be  taken  up  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
NavaJ  Affairs.  It  will  eventually  go  there,  and 
I  desire  that  it  shall  be  sent  to  them  now. 

No  objectioji  being  made,  the  bill  was  taken 
from  the  tabic,  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its 
title,  as  follows:  *<  An  act  to  authorize  the  con- 
struction of  ten  sloops  of  war,"  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

NOTICES,  OF  BILLS,  PETITIONS,  ETC 

Mr.  BROOM  gave  notice  of  his  intention,  at 
some  future  day,  to  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
to  provide  for  tne  settlement  of  the  claims  of  the 
oflicers  of  tin  revolutionary  army,  and  of  the 
widows  and  orphan  children  of  tnose  who  died 
in  the  service. 

Mr.  DENVER  presented  the  petition  of  G. 
W.  Torrencc,  for  relief  for  injuries  received 
while  servinj^  in  the  war  with  Mexico;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  AflTairs. 

ENGRAVING  OF  MAPS. 

Mr.  KELSEY  asked  leave  to  introduce  the 
following  resolution;  which  was  read  for  inform- 
ation: 

Resolved,  That  the  maps  and  drawing!  annexed  to  the 
documents  accompanying  the  ProAident's  message  be 
engraved  or  lithographed,  and  that  the  usual  number  of 
copies  be  printed  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on 
Engraving. 

Mr.  H.  MARSHALL.    I  object. 

Mr.  KELSEY.  If  the  gentleman  will  hear 
one  word  in  explanation  of  the  resolution,  I  pre- 
sume he  will  withdraw  his  objection.  The  reason 
why  I  have  oflfered  it  is,  that,  oy  the  148th  rule  of 
the  House,  a  general  order  to  print  does  not  in- 
clude maps.  There  are  maps  of  the  public  lands 
accompanying  several  of  those  documents  Which 
it  is  very  oesirable  should  be  printed;  and, unless 
this  order  be  made,  they  cannot  be  printed,  and 
by-and-by  there  will  be  a  great  inquiry  for  them. 

Mr.  H.  MARSHALL.    I  object. 

FOREIGN  PAUPERS,  CRIMINALS,  ETC 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Alabama,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, introduced  a  bill,  of  which  previous  notice 
had  been  given,  to  prevent  the  introduction  into 


the  United  States  of  foreicTi  criminals,  paupere, 
lunatics,  idiots,  insane,  and  blind  pcmons;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time  oy  its  title,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Afiaira. 

CUSTOM-HOUSE,  ETC.,  AT  CHICAGO. 

Mr.  WOODWORTH,  by  unanimous  consent, 
introduced  the  following  resolution;  which  was 
read,  considered,  and  agreed  to: 

Re$olved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaauir  and  the 
Postmagter  General  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  directed  to 
report  to  the  House  whether  the  buildinf  to  be  erected  at 
Ctiieafo  for  a  cuMoin-faoiue,  post  office,  and  cooit  roooM, 
and  for  other  oflloea,  ia  of  Mimcieat  mm  to  aotwer  the  mt- 
eral  purposes  for  which  it  is  intended ;  and  if,  in  their  opin. 
ion,  it  is  not,  that  they  further  report  whether  any  and 
what  addition  can  be  made  thereto,  so  as  to  answer  the  nid 
porpoaes ;  and  the  additjopal  cost  thereof. 

PERSONAL  LIBERTY  BILL. 

Mr.  SHORTER.  It  will  be  remembered  by 
the  House  that,  while  the  contest  for  the  speaker- 
ship was  pending,  I  gave  notice  of  my  intention, 
after  an  organization  should  have  been  effected, 
to  introduce  a  resolution  in  reference  to  the  per- 
sonal liberty  bill,  passed  by  the  Massachusetu 
Legislature  last  vecu*;  and  oy  which  that  State 
had  nullified  the  rugitive  slave  act  of  1850.  I  now 
rise  for  that  purpose ^  and  ask  leave  to  introduce 
the  following  resolutions: 

Whereas  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  in  the  passage  by 
her  Legislature,  on  the  3l8t  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1855,  of  an 
act  entitled  "  An  act  to  protect  the  riftits  and  liberties  of  the 
people  of  Massachusetts,"  indoned  and  sanctioned  a*  h  is 
by  a  subsequent  popular  election,  baa  virtuaJly  nulliAed  the 
fugitive  slave  act,  passed  by  Congress  in  A.  D.  1830,  tod  ig- 
nored the  FederarConstitution,  and  repudiated  her  duties 
under  it  toward  her  sister  southern  States ;  and  whereas 
we  do  not  believe  that  the  Fedeni  Government  has  the  con- 
stitutional power  to  ooeree  a  iovereign  SUde  by  the  exerciie 
of  physical  force:  Therefore, 

Be  it  resolved  fry  the  Senate  end  House  of  Reprtaentativa 
of  the  United  Statin  of  America  in  Congreu  auemhkd^  Tbit, 
while  Massachusetts  maimainfl  her  present  attitude  towsrdi 
the  Federal  Government  and  tbe  southern  States,  ihetragbt 
not  to  be  heard  or  recognized  throu^  her  representstioB 
in  either  branch  of  Congress. 

Resolved,  fmiker,  That  the  Representatives  and  Senston 
fhnn  Manachusetts.  being  thus,  through  the  deliberate  act 
of  ttieir  own  State,  aeprived  of  all  right  to  a  seat  id  titber 
branch  of  Congress,  they  and  each  one  of  tliem,  until  tbe 
said  personal  liberty  bill  is  repealed,  are  hereby  exeladrd 
from  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  tbe  United 
States. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  insist  upon 
the  regular  order  of  business. 

Mr.  SHORTER.  I  hope  I  may  be  permitted 
to  introduce  the  resolutions. 

THE  DEFICIENCY  BILL — AGAIN. 

The  SPEAKER.  Objection  is  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  who  calls  for  the  n^Ur 
order  of  business.  The  first  business  in  oraer  if 
House  bill  (No.  68)  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the 
appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  fiscal  year 
ending  the  30th  of  June,  1856;  and  the  pending 

auestion  is  the  motion  of  the  e;entleman  from 
>hio,  that  the  bill  be  recommitted  to  the  Commit^ 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  ftnd 
upon  that  motion  the  previous  question  is  ^ 
manded. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  understood  theg;entleman 
from  Ohio,  yesterday,  to  express  his  willingiH^sa 
to  allow  a  vote  to  be  taken  in  the  House  upon  the 
clause  in  relation  to  the  salary  of  the  Governor 
of  New  Mexico,  and  upon  tne  proviso  which  I 
ofifered. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  propose  to  put  the  bill 
upon  its  passage  this  morning. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  was  going  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman to  allow  me  to  oflfer  the  proviso,  so  that 
the  House  can  vote  upon  it  ? 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  desire  to 
make  an  inquiry  of  the  Chair.  The  gentleman 
from  Ohio  moves  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
and  demands  the  previous  question  upon  the 
motion.  I  wbh  to  Know  what  will  be  tne  eflect 
of  seconding  the  previous  question  ?  Will  the  bill 
then  have  to  be  voted  upon  without  any  amend- 
ment being  allowed  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  previous  quesuon  ib 
seconded,  the  House  will  be  brought  to  a  vote 
first  upon  the  motion  to  recommit,  and  then,  if 
that  motion  fails,  upon  the  bill  itself,  or  upon  the 
pending  amendments,  if  there  are  any. 

MrTwASHBURNE.  As,  then,  the  demand 
for  the  previous  question,  if  seconded,  cuts  off  all 
opportimity  to  offer  amendments,  I  hoj)e  the  pre- 
vious question  will  not  be  sustained. 

The  SPEAKER.    Debate  is  not  in  order. 
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have  no  idea  that  this  marine  hospital  matter 
alone  defeated  this  bill.  I  believe  the  proposition 
in  regard  to  Governor  Merriwether  naa  some- 
thing to  do  with  its  defeat.  The  opponents  of 
the  marine  hospital  provisoes  and  the  friends  of 
the  other  proposition  united  their  forces,  and  the 
defeat  of  tne  bill  was  the  consequence. 

Sir,  if  the  bill  is  to  be  sent  back  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  I  hope  the  House 
will  indicate  distinctly  what  action  they  desire 
the  committee  to  take  upon  these  provisions  be- 
fore they  again  report  the  bill.  We  have  seen 
that  there  is  a  large  party  who  have  vot^d  against 
the  bill  because  of  tne  provisoes  in  relation  to  the 
marine  hospitals.  There  is  another  party  who 
are  in  favor  of  those  provisos,  and  who  refi;ard 
them  as  the  chief  item  of  value  in  the^  bill.  There 
is  still  another  party  who  voted  against  the  bill 
because  Governor  Merriwether  was  to  receive 
|1,900,  to  which  he  was  entitled  according  to  the 
decision  of  the  proper  officers,  under  existing 
laws.  These  among  other  considerations  have 
caused  the  defeat  of  this  bill;  and  if  the  House 
are  to  send  the  bill  back  to  us,  I  hope  they  will 
undertake  to  instruct  us  precisely  what  they  want 
us  to  do.  If  the  investigations  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  upon  this  or  any  other 
subject,  are  not  entitled  to  any  weight  or  consid- 
eration upon  the  part  of  the  House ,  they  cannot 
expect  to  pass  this  or  any  other  bill  unless  every 
man  who  has  an  appropriation  in  which  he  is 
interested  has  been  consulted  in  rej^ard  to  it  be- 
fore the  bill  is  considered. 

I^ow,  sir,  so  far  as  regards  this  appropriation 
for  Grovemor  Merriwether,  I  have  already  said 
what  I  have  to  saj  in  reference  to  it;  but  it  does 
seem  to  me,  that  if  any  man  will  take  the  acts  of 
Congress  upon  the  subject,  and  examine  them 
c&refuUy,  ([and  they  have  had  abundant  time  for 
consideration,)  it  is  morally  impossible  for  him, 
in  my  opinion,  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
Governor  Merriwether  is  notentitled  to  the  money. 
The  proper  authorities  have  decided  that  it  is  due 
him;  ana  is  it  not  most  extraordinary  that  this 
deficiency  bill  should  have  been  defeated  in  con- 
sequence of  this  appropriation  of  $1,900?  Ad- 
mitting that  there  is  some  diversity  of  opinion 
upon  the  subject  of  this  appropriation,  still,  if  you 
cnoose  to  put  it  upon  that  eround,  so  far  as  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  are  concerned, 
they  are  backed  by  the  officers  of  the  Government 
who  have  charge  of  the  matter,  who  have  exam- 
ined the  la  UTS  and  have  pronounced  their  judgment 
upon  them — who,  in  the  discharge  of  their  official 
duty,  have  certified  that  this  amount  of  money  is 
actually  due  to  him. 

Mr.  SIMMONS.  If  the  eentleman  will  allow 
me,  I  will  say  that  I  am  for  giving  Governor 
Merriwether  precisely  what  we  agreed  by  former 
acts  of  Congress  to  give  him;  but  I  am  not  for 
giving  him  the  $4,000  unless  we  are  bound  to  do 
It.  The  question  is  whether  the  provision  in  this 
bill  still  leaves  it  open  for  the  proper  accounting 
officers  to  give  him  what  they  decide  to  be  due, 
or  whether  we  do  not  declare  by  our  act  that  the 
amount  is  actually  due  ? 

Mr.  LETCHER.  The  proper  accounting  of- 
ficer of  the  Treasury  has  already  examined  the 
subject,  and  has  Airnished  his  opinion  in  regard 
to  it  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  recom- 
mends this  appropriation  to  supply  the  amount 
due  Governor  Merriwether.  I  believe  my  friend 
from  New  York  is  not  in  favor  of  that  provision; 
but,  if  1  am  not  mistaken,  fiAeen  minutes  before  it 
was  voted  upon  he  expressed  an  opinion  on  the 
other  side. 

Mr.  SIMMONS.  No,  sir,  I  hare  not  voted  in 
opposition  to  the  opinion  I  have  expressed.  But 
tne  question  I  want  to  ask  is,  whether,  supposing 
Gk>vernor  Merriwether  is  not  by  law  entitled  to 
this  amount,  will  not  the  provision  in  the  bill 
make  it  imperative  upon  the  Treasury  to  pay  the 
money  ? 

Mr.  LETCHER.  If  he  was  not  entitled  to 
more  than  $3,000  per  annum  under  the  law,  there 
Would  be  no  necessity  for  any  such  provision  as 
thi&t  contained  in  the  bill;  but  the  officers  of  the 
Government,  whose  duty  it  is  to  construe  laws 
such  as  this,  have  ascertained  that  he  is  enti- 
tled to  more  than  $3,000  a  year,  and  have  recom- 
mended this  appropriation  as  necessary  to  supply 
a  deficiency  in  his  compensation,  t  say,  they 
have  ascertained  the  fact.  In  their  view.  Gov- 
ernor Merriwether  is  entitled  to  this  money  in 


addition  to  that  he  has  already  received,  but 
they  have  no  appropriation  out  of  which  the 
sum  can  be  paid;  ana  licnce  it  is  that  we  have 
reported  in  this  bill  an  appropriation  out  of  which 
it  is  to  be  paid. 

Now,  sir,  as  I  remarked  before,  I  do  not  care 
to  detain  the  House  long|cr  upon  this  subject.  I 
have  only  to  say  that,  if  this  bill  is  to  be  sent 
back  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  I 
hope  it  will  be  sent  back  with  instructions,  not 
only  as  regards  the  provision  in  reference  to 
marine  hospitals,  but  m  reference  to  everything 
which  is  considered  objectionable,  so  that  the 
committee  may  know  wliat  the  House  requires 
of  them,  and  report  accordingly. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  I  merely  desire  to  make  a 
suggestion.  I  have  no  idea  that  the  House  has 
defeated  the  deficiency  bill  in  consequence  of  its 
containing  an  appropriation  for  paying  this 
amount  to  tlie  Governor  of  New  Mexico. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  That  in  connection  with  the 
other  proposition  which  I  have  mentioned. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  I  suppose — indeed,  I  have 
no  doubt  that  the  bill  htm  been  defeated  in  eonse- 
auence  of  the  opposition  of  the  House  to  the  au« 
tnority  given  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
abolisn,  at  his  pleasure,  ail  the  marine  hospitals, 
and  to  substitute  for  them  a  sort  of  Dotheboys 
hospitals.  It  is  that  which  caused  the  rejection 
of  tne  bill.  My  colleague  will  remember  that  we 
have  had  no  opportunity,  either  in  the  House  or 
in  committee,  of  voting  upon  this  question. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  Will  the  gentle- 
man  from  Virginia  inform  the  House  why  they 
had  no  opportunity  to  vote  on  the  marine  hos- 
pital clause  ? 

Mr.  MILLSON.  I  cannot  tell.  I  can  say  for 
myself,  that  I  was  casually  absent  when  the 
House  took  up  the  bill.  I  was  not  presentwhea 
the  marine  hospital  clause  was  read;  and  that 
was  the  case  witn  a  large  number  of  the  members 
of  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Does  not  the  gentlemen 
know  that  he  or  any  other  member  could  have 
had  a  vote  on  the  marine  hospital,  or  any  other 
clause  of  the  bill  ? 

Mr.  MILLSON.    I  do. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Why,  then,  oouid  not  a 
test  vote  be  taken  on  the  clause,  the  preient  ques- 
tion of  difficulty  ? 

Mr.  MILLSbN.  In  reply  to  the  gentleman 's 
remark,  that  a  separate  vote  could  have  been  had 
on  each  clause,  I  will  state  what  is  within  tlie  gen- 
tleman's  recollection — that  that  clause  in  the  bill 
was  passed  before  the  objections  to  it  were  dis- 
covered. Opposition  ¥ras  afterwards  made,  but  no 
test  vote  was  taken  on  the  question  in  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

All  I  want  to  suggest  to  my  collea^e  is  this: 
we  have  had  an  opportunity  of  roting  on  the 
clause  relating  to  the  salary  of  the  Governor  of 
New  MextOD.  The  House  has  deUberaiely,  by 
two  distinct  votes,  approved  thai  clause  of  the  bill. 
For  one  I  am  wiUing  to  acquiesce  in  it.  But  we 
have  had  no  opportunity  of  voting  on  the  other 
clause;  and  I  do  desire  tndt  the  occasion  may  be 
furnished  to  the  House  to  strike  out,  if  it  pleases, 
those  clauses  of  the  bill.  I  do  n6t  see  the  neees- 
sity — and  this  ia  the  suggestion  I  wish  to  mak^^ 
for  referring  this  bill  back  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  witli  inatructions.  It  is  com- 
petent for  the  House  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  rejected,  then  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  has  been  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time,  and  to  thus  put  the  bill  in 
a  position  where  it  shall  be  open  to  amendment. 
The  House  can  then,  without  reference  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  the  previous  question  being  exhausted, 
strike  out  the  clause  referred  to. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  If  there  has  been  no  oppor- 
tunity to  vote  on  the  clause  of  the  bill  in  regard 
to  ^e  marine  hospitals,  it  is  not  chargeable  in 
any  way  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  anu  Means. 
Wnen  lihe  bill  was  brought  in  here  for  considera- 
tion, it  was  read  clause  by  clause  from  the  Clerk's 
desk.  Every  gentleman  had  the  right  to  ofer 
amendment  to  each  clause  as  it  was  presented,  or 
to  present  his  views  in  r^ard  to  each  clause  if  he 
haa  no  amendment  to  o^r.  The  bin  taken  up, 
read  in  this  way,  clause  by  clause,  was  progressed 
with  until  we  reached  the  clause  in  regard  to  the  j 
salary  of  the  Governor  of  New  Mexico.  Then, 
for  the  first  time  during  the  conaideration  of  the 


bill,  a  proposition  was  made  to  amend.  Now, 
sir,  if  those  who  arc  interested  in  this  matter  were 
here — if  they  chose  to  permit  this  thing  to  pass 
avh  siUnHo — it  seems  to  me  to  be  a  little  out  of  the 
way  now  to  talk  about  a  want  of  opportunity  on 
the  part  of  members  to  pass  a  judgment  on  that 
clause,  which  was  clearly  read  and  properly  pre- 
sented for  gentlemen's  consideration. 

Mr.  SANDIDGE.  I  will  state  to  the  ecntle- 
man  from  Virginia  why  I  did  not  moke  objection 
to  the  clause  in  reference  to  the  marine  hospitals 
at  the  time  it  was  read.  By  the  127th  rule,  I 
think,  when  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  each 
bill  taken  up  must  be  first  read  through.  When 
this  bill  was  taken  up  in  the  committee,  no  motion 
was  made  tO' read  it  oy  clauses,  or  to  pass  on  each 
clause  as  read.  I  presumed  that,  as  the  rule  pro- 
vided, the  bin  would  have  been  first  read  through, 
and  that  then  we  should  ^o  back  and  pass  on 
each  clause  separately.  This  is  my  reason  for  not 
having  opposed  the  clause  when  it  was  first  read. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  When  the  biU  was  intro- 
duced, the  proposition  was  distinctly  put  to  the 
House  whether  it  should  be  read;  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Alabama  [Mr.  Houston]  was  distinctly 
inquired  of  whether  he  objected  to  the  first  read- 
ing being  dispensed  with  before  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  by  clauses. 
There  was  no  objection.  The  first  reading  was 
dispensed  with  by  unanimous  consent;  then  the 
bill  was  read  by  clauses,  and,  as  each  clause  was 
read,  opportunity  was  given  to  gentlemen  either 
to  debate  it  or  amend,  as  they  nught  see  fit. 

Mr.  SANDIDGE.  Does  the  gentleman  say 
that  a  motion  was  made  to  dispense  with  the  first 
reading  of  the  bin  > 

Mr.  LETCH  ER.    Inquiry  was  made  when  the 

gentleman  from  Alabama  took  the  floor,  whether 
e  objected  to  the  first  reading  of  the  bill  being 
dispensed  with. 

Mr.  SANDIDGE.  The  innuiry,  then,  was 
made  to  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  and  not  to 
the  committee. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  If  the  committee  had  not 
sanctioned  it  the  reading  could  not  have  been  dis- 
pensed with.  He  was  understood  to  be  the  only 
gentleman  objecting  to  that  course  of  proceeduig; 
and  the  committee  must  have  sanctioned  it. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  understood,  when  the  bill 
was  taken  up  in  committee,  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Campbell,]  the  chairman  of  tba 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  made  a  motion 
to  dispense  with  its  first  reading.  I  did  not  hear 
clearly,  but  such  was  my  understanding.  I  rose, 
knowing  that  there  were  a  great  many  new  mem- 
bers here,  and  propounded  the  quesuon  whether 
the  bin  was  now  being  read  for  amendment?  The 
Chairman  inquired  wnether  I  objected  to  dispens- 
ing with  the  first  reading  of  the  bill  ?  I  replied 
that  I  did  not.  I  did  not,  because  that  course  was 
usual,  and  I  thought  that  it  was  proper.  The  bill 
was  then  read  for  amendment. 

Mr.  LETCHER.    This  bill  has  been  rejected 
by  a  vote  of  the  House.    It  has  been  rejected  by 
a  considerable  majority.    My  colleague  seems  to 
think  that  it  has  not  been  rejected  in  conseonence 
of  the  proposition  in  regard:  to  Governor  Merri- 
wether, but  that  it  lias  been  rejected  exclusively 
because  of  the  fact  that  the  House  has  had  no 
opportunity  to  pass  on  the  provisoes  in  regard  to 
the  marine  hospitals.    Let  us  look  at  it.    Here 
is  my  friend  from  Alabama  who  vote4  ajjainst 
this  biU,  and  I  imagine  that  he  voted  against  it 
because  of  that  very  proposition  in  regard  to 
€^overnor  Merriwether  s  salary.     There  is  my 
friend  from  Kentucky  who  voted  against  the  wJl 
after  having  voted  for  the  Merriwether  clause,  and 
I  imagine  Uiat  he  voted  against  it  because  of  the 
provisoes  in  regard  to  the  marine  hospitals.    The 
proposition  which  the  gentleman  from  Kentueky 
was  for  putting  on   induced  my  friend  from 
Alabama  to  vote  against  the  bill;  and  the  propo- 
sition which  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  was  for 
putting  on  induced  my  friend  from  Kentucky  to 
vote  agabst  it.    So  they  had  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  in  a  sort  of  see-saw.    L^^t  them 
go  whiehever  way  they  would,  they  were  making 
weight  against  our  bill.    I  say,  then,  when  thw 
matter  is  sent  back  to  us,  I  hope  the  House  wiU 
undertake  to  declare  whether  either  one  of  these 
items  shall  go  into  the  bill.    If  there  is  objection 
to  any  other  iu»m,  I  ask  that  it  may  be  stated. 
Let  us  have  fhll  instructions.  , 

Mr.  H.  MARSHALL.    1  do  not  eee  tho  ne* 
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statutes  are  in  pari  materie,  so  far  as  the  subject  of 
this  controversy  is  concerned.  They  all  three 
relate  to  officers  and  salaries — to  officers  discharg- 
ing the  duties  of  two  offices  at  the  same  time, 
and  the  regulation  of  the  salaries  in  such  cases. 
Being  so,  the  authority  is  well  settled  that  they 
are  to  be  read  and  construed  together.  The  act 
passed  in  1850  gave  |1,500  for  discharging  the 
duties  of  Governor,  and  $1 ,000  for  discharging 
the  duties  of  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs. 
These  are  well  understood  to  be  distinct  offices*, 
but  in  this  case  the  duties  of  both  were  devolved 
upon  the  Governor,  and  he  got  both  salaries. 
The  act  of  1852  then  provided  that  thereafter 
any  officer  whose  salary  should  be  ^,500  shall  re- 
ceive no  allowance  for  discharging  the  duties  of 
any  other  office.  Then  comes  the  act  of  1854, 
and  ^ivcs  a  salary  of  |3,000  to  the  Governor  of 
the  Territory,  leaving  upon  him,  as  before,  the 
duties  of  both  offices.  I  do  not  see  how  it  can 
be  doubted  that  the  act  of  1852  then  became  oper- 
ative in  his  case,  and  cut  off  the  compensation 
before  allowed  for  his  duties  as  superintendent  of 
Indian  afficiirs.  If  this  construction  is  incorrect, 
the  act  of  1853  is  a  dead  letter.  It  can  apply  in 
no  case.  Maintain  this  construction,  and  all  the 
acts  stand  together  in  harmony,  and  have  a  ben- 
eficial operation;  but  this  is  a  mere  repetition 
of  what  I  said  the  other  day,  and  I  will  go  no 
further.  So  a  court  of  justice  would  decide,  and 
we  are  to  determine  the  (question  here  bv  tlie 
rules  of  law  which  prevail  in  the  courts.  If  an 
officer  of  the  Government  has  decided  this  ques- 
tion against  the  law,  it  is  our  duty — not  our  priv- 
ilege, but  dtt^i^ — to  set  the  matter  right,  when 
called  upon  to  vote  an  appropriation  to  pay  what 
is  not  lawfully  due. 

That  is  all  I  desire  to  say  upon  that  point,  for 
it  was  a  mere  digression  from  the  remarks  it  was 
my  purpose  to  submit.  I  wish  to  say  something 
more  in  reference  to  these  marine  hospitals. 
There  is  a  great  disposition  manifested  of  late 
years,  on  the  part  of  the  General  Government,  to 
draw  away  all  its  power  to  bless  this  nation; 
or,  rather,  to  deny  the  existence  of  such  a  power. 
Ask  for  an  appropriation  for  the  improvement  of 
your  rivers  and  harbors,  by  which  our  commerce 
IS  to  be  preserved,  and  the  lives  of  our  citizens 
saved,  and  there  is  no  warrant  for  it  in  the  Con- 
stitution. Ask  to  protect  our  own  industry  against 
a  ruinous  competition  with  foreign  manuiacturers, 
in  order  to  diversify  our  pursuits,  build  up  every 
department  of  industry,  and  make  us  a  really  in- 
dependent nation;  and  you  say  you  have  no  power 
to  do  that.  Make  an  appeal  here  for  an  appro- 
priation of  land  or  money  to  take  care  of  the  most 
unfortunate  of  all  beings— those  whom  the  hand 
of  Providence  has  deprived  of  reason,  and  there 
is  no  authority  in  the  Constitution.  The  poor  are 
freezing  at  the  doors  of  your  Capitol,  and  they  cry 
to  you  for  wood,  that  fires  may  be  kindled  to 
warm  the  half-dead  motherand  her  perishing  babes 
into  life,  and  you  cannot  grant  that.  **  It  is  not  so 
nominated  in  the  bond."  But  call  for  money, as 
I  remarked  a  while  ago,  in  untold  millions  to  de- 
stroy the  human  race,  to  plunder  our  neighbors 
of  their  property,  to  rob  the  surrounding  countries 
of  their  soil,  to  seize  empires  as  a  bandit  does  a 
purse,  and  that  is  all  perfectly  constitutional.  It 
IS  treason  to  doubt  it.  The  work  of  mischief— of 
destruction,  is  lawful;  but  the  power  to  heal,  and 
to  bless  ourselves  or  others,  we  have  not,  because 
it  is  unlawful.  That  is  not  only  the  doctrine,  but 
it  is  the  practice  of  the  Government  of  late  years. 
I  trust,  sir,  we  shall  go  back  to  those  old,  safe, 
well-tried  patlis;  that  we  will  form  again  about 
the  ancient  land-marks  of  the  country,  and  reas- 
sert and  maintain  its  ancient  power  to  do  good  and 
not  to  do  evil,  for  that  is  the  theory  of  your  Gov- 
ernment, and  was  its  early  practice.  This  Gov- 
ernment was  made  to  foster  and  cherish  our  peo- 
ple—not to  neglect  or  oppress  them.  The  design 
was  to  establish  for  them  a  means  of  security  of 
happiness  and  prosperity — not  to  erect  a  great 
fabric  to  crush  out  their  hopes  and  their  lives. 

I  wish  now  to  make  a  remark  in  reference  to 
what  was  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Missouri 
[Mr.  PucLPs]  on  another  subject.  He  is  de- 
lighted, as  I  understand  him,  to  see  an  indispo- 
sitton  now  manifested  to  keep  from  your  appro- 
priation bills  any  matter  of  general  legislation; 
and  he  has  his  comfort  in  the  fact,  as  he  declares, 
tliat  thereby  possibl;^  we  may  lose  the  means  of 
reclaiming  wnat  is  justly  due — fbcedom  to  the 


Territories  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska.  Sir,  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  it  was  provided, 
and  wisely  provided,  that  money  bills  must  ori- 
ginate in  this  end  of  the  Capitol;  the  object  of 
which  was,  that  when  the  popular  will  was  one 
way,  and  the  Executive  department  or  the  Senate 
was  the  other  way,  the  popular  will  might  have  a 
lever  that  could  overthrow  that  opposition,  and 
compel  submission.  This  is  the  safeguard  of  the 
Commons  of  England.  Our  fathers  understood 
its  history  and  its  value,  and  so  gave  it  as  a  pro- 
tection to  the  people  here.  I  hope,  for  the  ends 
of  justice,  and  for  the  promotion  of  that  peace 
which  is  the  gre&t  desire  of  every  patriot  in  the 
land,  if  the  object  cannot  be  otherwise  secured, 
that  we  shall  have  a  proviso  appropriately  placed 
on  some  of  our  appropriation  bills,  at  the  ri^ht 
time,  restoring  freedom  to  Kansas  and  Nebraska; 
and  that  there  will  be  found  nerve  enough  on  the 
part  of  tliosG  gentlemen  who  talk  loudly  about 
freedom,  to  stand  by  their  colors.  I  fear,  when 
the  dollars  and  cents  come  in  conflict  with  this 
lip'love  of  liborty,  of  which  we  have  heard  and 
read  so  much,  there  will  be  some  yielding,  be- 
cause appropriations  for  some  cherished  object — 
some  light-house  or  breakwater  of  talt  waves ,  or 
something  else — may  be  likely  to  miscarry.  But 
if  there  be  that  nerve  which  there  ought  to  be,  we 
shall  move  the  Executive  and  the  Senate  to  a  con- 
currence with  the  popular  will  on  this  subject; 
or,  if  tliey  will  not  concur,  stop  the  $upplie$. 
There  is  a  constitutional  remedy — no  man  can 
justly  say  that  is  revolutionary. 

But  to  return  to  the  pending  question.  I  hope 
that  this  bill  will  go  back  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  that  those  obiectionable  fea- 
tures may  be  stricken  out.  Giuitlemen  are  mis- 
taken in  their  supposition  that  there  has  been  any 
log-rolling  or  improper  combination  in  this  matter. 
This  thing  took  place  too  suddenly  for  either,  and 
the  imputation  is  unjust.  Gentlemen  have  evi« 
dently  acted  on  their  convictions  of  what  they 
ought  to  do.  There  were  many  of  them  opposed 
to  this  taking  away  of  tlie  protection  which  it  is 
not  only  the  pracuce  but  the  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  extend  to  our  seamen.  Others  were  op- 
posed to  that  other  proposition  to  which  I  have 
made  reference.  Some  were  opposed  to  one  prop- 
osition and  some  to  the  otner,  and  doubtless 
many  to  both;  but  when  the  bill  was  sought  to  be 
pressed  through  without  withdrawing  either  ob- 
jectionable feature,  its  friends  ought  to  have  ex- 
Sected  that  it  would  fall,  as  it  ought  to  have  fallen. 
Lemove  these  objections  in  any  mode,  and  your 
bill  will  pass  without  trouble,  probably  without 
dividing  the  House. 

Mr.  BENSON.  Is  the  motion  now  before  the 
House  to  recommit  the  bill  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  is  to  amend  by 
striking  out. 

Mr.  BENSON.  I  understood  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  [Mr.  Duim]  to  make  a  motion  to 
recommit. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  understood  the 
^ntlcman  from  Indiana  to  withdraw  his  proposi- 
tion to  recommit. 

Mr.  DUNN.  No,  sir,  1  adhere  to  my  proposi- 
tion to  recommit  the  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  Then  the  ouestion  is  on  the 
motion  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  BENSON.  If  I  understand  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  one  ground  which  they 
have  taken  has  been  that  it  is  not  the  objection 
to  this  clause  of  the  marine  hospitals  that  has 
caused  the  bill  to  be  defeated.  Now,  it  is  very 
easy  to  ascertain  that  fact.  We  have  had  no 
vote  upon  it.  Without  assigning  the  reason  why 
that  has  been  so,  the  fact  exists  that  no  vote  has 
been  taken  upon  that  clause.  If  the  vote  be  now 
taken^-as  it  has  already  been  taken  on  the  clause 
pertaining  to  the  salary  of  the  Governor  of  New 
Mexico,  as  to  which  the  action  of  the  committee 
was  sustained — if  the  House  can  come  to  a  dfirect 
vote  on  this  question,  and  the  bill  be  then  put 
upon  its  passage,  we  will  ascertain  what  the  ob- 
jections to  the  bill  are,  and  we  can  see  whether 
the  House  is  disposed  to  pass  the  bill  supplying 
these  deficiencies  which  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  have  said  are  necessary  to  the  oper- 
ation of  the  Government.  It  seems  to  me  that 
we  can  act  understandingly  on  this  matter,  and 
take  a  direct  vote  on  this  clause  now  under  con- 
sideration; and  then  it  can  be  ascertained  what 


the  objections  to  the  passage  of  the  bill  are.    I 
hope  that  the  vote  will  be  taKen  on  this  question. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Is  it  in  order,  now,  to  oiFcr 
a  substitute  for  the  bill  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not  in  order  pending 
the  motion  to  recommit. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Well,  I  desire  to  say  a 
word  about  that  motion  to  recommit,  in  reply  to 
the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr. 
Dunn.]  It  is  somewhat  remarkable,  sir,  that  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  should  have  been  one  to 
complain  of  this  extraordinary  legislation  in  the 
introduction  of  this  proviso  in  relation  to  marino 
hospitals;  particularly,  sir,  as  thj^  gentleman coo- 
cluaes  his  speech  with  a  very  distinct  intimation 
that  he  is  ready  to  have  ingrafted  on  the  appro- 
priation bills  hereafter  a  proposition  to  restore 
the  Missouri  line,  and  when,  in  addition  to  that, 
he  calls  upon  his  friends  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  to  come  up,  stand  by,  and  enable  him  to 
carry  throueh  a  proposition  to  make  Kansas  free 
territory.  Now,  sir,  I  cannot  myself  imagine 
how  the  gentleman  has  ever  got  to  the  conclusion 
that,  where  an  appropriation  is  directly  asked  in 
regard  to  the  marine  hospitals,  a  proviso  connected 
with  the  marine  hospitals  is  out  of  order— is  ex- 
traordinary legislation ;  and  how,  yet,  he  should 
have,  at  the  same  time,  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  a  proposition  to  change  a  territorial  law,  to 
restore  an  unconstitutional  line,  and  to  wipe  out 
the  territorial  law  abrogating  it,  is  perfectly  proper 
legislation — such  as  would  justify  him  in  appeal- 
ing to  his  friends  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
to  come  up  and  enable  him  to  accomplish  bis  end ! 

Mr.  DUNN.    Will  the  gentleman  allow  me? 

Mr.  LETCHER.    Certainly. 

Mr.  DUNN.  In  all  cases  where  the  public 
mind — or,  more  properly  speaking,  the  mind  of 
the  members  of  tlic  House — is  tolerably  familiar 
with  the  matter  in  controversy,  I  have  no  great 
objection  to  the  course  which  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  has  pursued  in  the  present  in- 
stance, if  there  be  any  appropriateness  wliatever 
in  the  proposed  proviso  to  the  bill.  It  is  a  sjrs- 
tem  which  has  long  prevailed;  and  I  do  not  see 
how  we  can  now  very  well  depart  from  it  entirely. 
But  here  is  a  case  brought  up  before  the  House, 
on  which  the  minds  of  many  members  are  wholly 
uninformed.  We  do  not  see  the  whole  extent  of 
the  mischief  it  might  work.  Even  those  who 
originated  the  alleged  reform  seem  to  diifer  some- 
what  among  themselves  as  to  the  effect  of  it;  and 
therefore  I  think  that  the  matter  should  either 
be  discussed  in  a  subsequent  appropriation  bill, 
so  that  it  may  be  better  understood,  or  that  H 
should  come  up  here  in  the  form  of  a  distinct  bill 
Thore  ought  to  be  some  further  investigation  oa 
the  subject.  No  doubt  some  reform  ia  called  for; 
but  every  gentleman  ought  to  act  understandingly 
before  he  votes  to  disturb  this  great  charity— i> 
gentlemen  prefer  that  name  for  our  obligation  to 
take  care  of  these  unfortunate  men.  Wc  are  de- 
parting from  a  long-establislied  poUcy,  and  per- 
haps puttinf  in  peril  the  rights  of  humanity  snd 
the  national  character,  with  less  consideration 
than  a  jury  of  twelve  men  would  feel  bound  to 
bestow  upon  a  controversy  between  neighbors 
not  involving  ten  shillings. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  If  the  gentleman  from  In- 
diana is  uninformed,  and  if  ouier  members  of  the 
House  are  uninformed,  in  reference  to  this  propo- 
sition, whose  fault  is  it?  Sir,  when  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  was  laid  upon  the  tables  ot  mem- 
bers here  six  weeks  or  two  months  ago,  it  con- 
tained the  very  recommendation  which  has  been 
embodied  in  the  provisoes  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  And  the  report  of  last 
year. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Yes;  and  there  was  a  dis- 
cussion last  year  on  this  floor  in  reference  to  the 
change  which  has  been  proposed  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means.  Well,  sir,  in  addi- 
tion to  that,  when  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  considered  this  subject,  they  prepared  tna 
sent  to  the  House  this  bill  some  ten  days  sgo. 
The  bill  has  been  printed,  and  members  coultt 
have  had  copies  if  they  had  chosen.  If  they  bate 
not  examined  the  subject  thoroughly,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  are  not  to  be  new 
responsible  for  the  omission.  .., 

If,  then,  I  say  to  my  friend  from  Indiana,  [Mr. 
Dunn,]  he  has  had  two  months  in  which  to 
consider  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury containing  the  estimates  of  the  appropriations 
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Michigan  move  to  reconsider  the  vote  ordering 
the  yeas  and  nays? 

Mr.  STUART.  My  object  is  to  ascertain  how 
many  Senators  there  are  who,  conceding  that 
there  is  no  conflict  between  the  constitution  of  the 
State  of  Illinois  and  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  in  this  respect,  are  prepared  to  rote  that 
the  resignation  of  the  Senator  as  judge  of  the 
State  relieved  him  from  the  constitutional  inhibi- 
tion.  I  think  the  Senate  ought  to  pass  on  that 
branch  of  the  question  in  deciding  tnis  case.  It 
was  only  for  that  purpose  that  I  desired  to  pro- 
pose  the  amendment,  and  not  fVom  any  curiosity 
of  ray  own.  I  have  listened  with  attention  to  the 
argument  of  Senators,  and  I  have  heaid  some  of 
them  say  that  they  were  pre{>ared  to  decide  the 
question  on  the  ground  stated  in  this  amendment. 
The  Senator  from  Kentucky  stated,  when  he 
offered  the  resolution,  that  upon  this  ground,  as 
well  as  upon  the  other,  he  was  prepared  to  say 
that  ^e  Senator  was  entitled  to  a  seat,  even  if 
we  considered  that  the  constitution  of  Illinois  was 
binding.  For  the  decision  of  that  question,  it 
struck  me  as  being  important  that  both  branches 
should  be  embraced  in  the  resolution. 

The  PRESIDENT.  In  order  to  obtain  his 
object,  the  Senator  must  move  to  reconsider  the 
vote  ordering  the  yeas  and  nays,  for  the  purpose 
of  making  his  motion. 

Mr.  STUART.  As  the  sense  of  the  Senate 
seems  to  be  a^nst  the  proposition  which  I  have 
■u^jested,  I  shall  not  persist  in  it. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Crittenden,  resulted^ 
yeas  35,  nays  8;  as  follows: 

YEAS— MeauB.  AdauM,  Allen,  Bell  of  Tennessee, 
Brifdit,  Brown,  Butler,  Cass,  Collamer,  Crittenden,  Dodge, 
Durkee,  Evans,  Fessenden,  Fish.  Foot,  Foster,  Geyer, 
Hale,  Hamlin,  Harlan,  Houston,  Hunter,  James,  Mallory, 
Mason,  Pearoe,  Reid,  Rusk,  Sebastian,  Seward,  Sumner, 
Toucey,  Wade,  Wilson,  and  Yulee--35. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Clay,  Iverson,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Iowa, 
Pufh,  Slidell,  Stuart,  and  Weller— 8. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted;  and  Mr.  Trum- 
bull was  declared  to  be  entitled  to  his  seat. 

DISTRIBUI^ION  OF  PUBLIC  DOCUMENTS. 

Mr.  WEILLER.  I  desire  to  propose  a  resolu- 
tion by  the  authority  of  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs.  We  have  been  asked  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  furnish,  for  the  use  of  the  library 
of  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  copies 
of  all  documents  ordered  to  be  printed  by  the 
Senate.  I  offer  the  following  order,  and  ask  for  its 
consideration  now: 

Ordered  f  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  fbmtsh  annn- 
■By  the  library  of  the  MUitarv  Academy  at  West  Point  with 
a  eof^of  ali  documents  published  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  I  would  suggest  to  the  Sen- 
ator flrom  California  that  it  would  be  as  well  to 
include  in  his  resolution  the  Naval  Academy  at 
Annapolis. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  present  the  proposition  in 
this  form  for  the  reason  that  it  is  recommended 
by  the  Secretary  of  War.  I  understand  that  the 
usage  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  is  to  send 
copies  of  these  documents,  but  he  has  never  had 
any  direct  authority  from  the  Senate  to  do  so.  I 
should  be  prepared  to  agree  to  the  proposition 
of  the  Senator  from  Maryland,  if  it  came  from 
the  Navy  Department.  1  was  simply  asked,  as 
chairman  of  tlie  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
to  propose  to  provide  these  documents  for  the 
Military  Academy,  a  Grovemment  institution 
under  the  control  of  the  War  Department. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  If  these  documents  are  of  any 
value  to  the  pupils  at  West  Point,  I  think  they 
are  of  equal  value  to  the  pupils  at  Annapolis.  The 
reasons  whichrapply  in  the  one  case  apply  in  the 
other. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  will  withdraw  the  propo- 
sition rather  than  have  it  embarrassed,  i  intro- 
duced it  at  the  request  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
but  if  it  embarrasses  the  Senate  in  any  way  I 
will  withdraw  it. 

INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENT  BILLS. 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Tennessee,  asked  and  obtained 
unanimous  consent  to  introduce  a  bill  to  improve 
the  Tennessee  river;  which  was  read  twice  by 
its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Tennessee.  I  desire  to  state 
that  thia  bill  proposes  to  appropriate  the  same 
amount  as  the  bill  which  was  passed  by  the 
Senate  last  year  for  the  same  object.    I  do  not 


wish  to  have  this  bill  taken  up  out  of  its  course, 
but  to  have  it  acted  on  when  the  other  bills  d 
the  same  nature  shall  come  up  for  consideration. 
Mr.  STUART.  I  beg  leave  to  state  to  the 
Senate  that  I  was  instructed  by  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  to  give  notice  that  we  shall  ask  the 
Senate,  on  Wednesday  next,  to  take  up  and  dis- 
pose of  all  bills  of  this  character  on  the  Calendar, 
so  that  gentlemen  who  desire  to  introduce  other 
bills  of  this  nature  may  have  an  opportunity  to 
do  BO  before  then. 

Mr.  DURKEE.  I  offer  the  following  resolu- 
tion, and  I  ask  for  its  consideration  now: 

fUtohedf  That  the  War  Department  Aimisb  the  Senate 
with  an  estimate  of  all  deficiencies  now  doe  on  account 
of  harbors  and  rivers,  correctly  describing  the  same,  sbowing 
how  they  have  originated. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  wish  to  understand  the  scope 
of  that  resolution,  and  therefore  I  object  to  its  con- 
sideration now. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  resolution  will  Ue 
over,  under  the  rules. 

AFFAIRS  IN  KANSAS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
Weller 's  motion  to  print  ten  thousand  extra 
copies  of  the  President's  message  of  February  18, 
with  the  accompanying  documents,  relative  to 
affairs  in  the  Territory  of  Kansas. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  My  friend  from  South  Caro- 
lina, who  has  the  floor  on  this  question,  is  not 
very  well  to-day,  and  therefore  I  suggest  that  it 
should  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Several  Senators.  Say  Monday.  There  is  a 
special  order  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  desire  to  give  notice  that  on 
Monday  I  shall  ask  the  Senate  to  take  up  the  bill 
to  appropriate  (3,000,000  for  the  purcliase  of  arms 
for  fbrtincations. 

Mr.  BUTLER  said,  Mr.  President,  I  prefer  to 

to  on  now.  When  I  obtained  the  floor  tne  other 
ay  upon  this  question ,  it  was  with  a  vie  w  to  make 
a  very  few  remarks  in  order  to  relieve  the  Senate 
from  any  impression  which  might  be  made  on  it 
by  the  statements  made  here  on  the  responsibility 
of  Senators,  or  by  newspaper  communications, 
in  relation  to  the  part  whicn  my  friend,  General 
Atchison,  has  acted  in  Kansas  anairs.  I  intended 
no  more;  emd  I  shall  endeavor  to  discharge  that 
duty  before  I  conclude  the  remarks  which  I  pro- 
pose now  to  submit. 

The  debate  on  this  subject,  Mr.  President,  has 
brought  many  things  within  its  scope,  and  has, 
in  my  opinion,  been  made  the  occasion  of  fearful 
indications  for  the  future.  What  the  develop- 
ments of  the  future  may  disclose  I  know  not; 
but  this  much  I  will  say  before  I  approach  the 
main  subject  on  which  I  intend  to  aeliver  my 
views,  that  we  are  reduced,  by  the  issue  which 
has  been  made  in  Kansas,  to  the  alternative  either 
of  suflering  the  President,  under  the  message 
which  he  has  sent  to  us  and  the  proclamation 
which  he  has  issued,  to  exercise  his  high  office 
to  preserve  the  peace  which  is  threatened  to  be 
disturbed  in  Kansas,  or  subject  ourselves  to  the 
usurpation  of  squatter  sovereignty  and  the  dis- 
cretion of  an  uncalculating  fanaticism;  raising  a 
whirlwind  on  which  it  may  not  be  able  to  ride. 
This  is  the  issue  which  is  presented  to  us.  For 
if  the  President  does  not  interpose  his  authority 
to  preserve  peace,  I  have  no  reason  to  conclude 
but  that  the  conflict  between  the  two  parties  in 
Kansas  may  result  in  the  shedding  of  bU>od;  and, 
sir,  my  word  for  it,  one  drop  of  blood  shed  in 
civil  strife  in  this  country,  in  which  parties  have 
been  distinctly  arrayed,  so  far  as  tney  can  be 
arrayed  by  their  advocates,  will  have  more  eflfect 
on  civilization  and  on  society  than  all  the  blood 
shed  in  all  the  battles  of  antiauity ,  or  in  the  strug^ 
gle  at  Borodino  and  the  battles  which  followed  it. 
Sir,  I  am  entirely  persuaded  that,  if  we  are  to  ap- 
proach what  has  been  threatened — a  rupture  of 
this  Union— or  if  we  are  to  preserve  the  Union, 
it  is  the  duty  of  every  man,  as  far  as  he  can,  to 
throw  his  influence  into  the  public  opinion  which 
will  justify  the  course  of  the  President,  so  as  to 
be  free  from  the  consequences  which  may  other- 
wise grow  out  of  this  tearfVil  issue.  Yes,  sir;  if 
the  South  is  forced  to  take  her  destiny  in  her  aepa- 
rate  keeping,  let  us  do  all  we  can  to  justify  our 
conduct  before  the  tribunal  of  history;  let  us  do 
all  we  can  in  the  way  of  explanation  to  dispel 
delusion  and  rebuke  the  mad  spirit  which  has 
infused  itself  into  the  public  mina  in  a  portion  of 


this  Confederacy.    Danger  may  speak  with  a 
loud  trumpet  to  the  ear  of  Reason  and  Justice. 

It  may  be  said  that  I  have  passed  through  the 
ordeal  of  experience,  and  perhaps  of  time,  and 
that  they  have  had  their  influence  on  my  temper, 
but,  sir,  I  look  on  anything  like  a  rupture  in  civil 
government,  and  especially  such  a  one  as  would 
throw  us  into  the  horrors  of  anarchy,  with  oot 
the  same  view  as  others  who  may  be  more  in- 
trepid, and  who  may  think  they  can  come  oat  of 
it  without  hazard  to  themselves.  There  is  noth- 
ing so  mischievous  to  society  as  any  movement 
aflecting  its  stability,  uncontrolled  by  respons- 
ibility and  unregulated  by  intelligence.  Bigotry, 
fanaticism  and  prejudice  are  fatu  counselors; and 
under  the  Sharpens  rifle  influence  they  have  exer- 
cised their  influence  on  the  issues  of  the  day. 

Now,  before  I  approach  the  main  point  I  must 
dispose  of  some  of  the  remarks  made  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  New  Hampshire,  [Mr.  Hale.]  I 
reply  to  his  remarks  because  he  has  been  iu  this 
Chamber  for  a  longer  period  than  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Wilson,]  and  has  had  asso- 
ciations here' which  I  think  ought  at  least  to  htfe 
tempered  some  of  his  expressions.  I  do  not  ia- 
tena  to  use  the  language  of  asperity  in  this  debate, 
if  I  can  avoid  it;  but  allow  me  to  say  to  the  Sen- 
ator from  New  Hampshire  that  I  thu^,  when  he 
used  some  expressions,  not  only  in  relation  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate of  this  Confederacy,  but  in  relation  to  the 
Supreme  Court,  and  other  departments  of  thk 
Government;  and  when  he  allowed  himself  to  read 
from  a  newspaper,  under  the  signature  of  an  anon- 
ymous writer,  statements  in  rdference  to  a  distin- 
guished gentleman  with  whom  he  had  been  asso- 
ciated here — I  will  do  him  the  iustioe  to  say  that 
I  hardly  think  he  consulted  the  dictates  of  his 
own  nature;  for  I  believe  that  generally  he  has 
rather  shown  a  tamper  that  would  UA  him  above 
such  thinffs,  except  when  he  acts  as  the  com-, 
mitted  archer  pulling  the  arrow  under  the  beheits 
of  his  urgine  huntsmen.  The  Senator  from 
New  Hampshire  is  a  conamitted  advocate  to  a 
sectional,  ranatical  organization;  and,  perhaos, 
he  is  not  at  liberty  to  deny  the  authority  uooer 
which  he  has  entered  the  Senate. 

Sir,  what  did  I  hear  him  say  ?  That  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States  was  the  citadel 
of  slavery.  He  did  not  know  when  he  made  that 
remark  now  far  it  extended  and  what  it  might 
not  embrace.  Is  he  not  associated  with  a  class 
of  politicians  in  this  country  who  have  said  that 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  Stateoi— the  funda- 
mental law  of  their  country — ^was  the  citadel  of 
slavery  ?  Yes,  sir.  I  have  had  pamphlets  within 
the  last  week  laid  on  my  desk,  maintaining  that 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  itself  is  the 
citadel  of  slavery;  and  that,  unless  it  is  broken 
down,  and  the  institution  of  slavery  theiebv 
reached  in  all  the  States,  it  is  a  Constitution  which 
ought  to  have  no  validity  and  obligation.  I  think 
I  have  seen  the  same  statements  in  a  paper  called 
the  Radical  Abolitionist.  When  the  Senator 
speaks  of  the  Supreme  Court  as  the  citadel  of  the 
institution  of  slavery,  he  might  better  have  desig- 
nated them  as  opposed  to  those  who  have  csIIhI 
the  Constitution  of  their  country  the  citadel  of 
slavery.  Sir,  I  would  prefer  regarding  the  Judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  as  far  as  I  knowamrthing 
of  their  decisions,  as  the  sentinels  and  defeflders 
of  the  Constitution — a  Constitution  recognizing 
the  equality  of  the  States,  and  at  least  imposing 
on  them  such  obligations  as  thatthey  are  not  per- 
mitted to  transfer  their  judgments  into  another 
jurisdiction,  prescribed,  1  suppose,  by  what  is 
technically  called  the  higher  law— a  jurisdicuon 
of  discretion  and  prejudice, 

Thev  have  not  gone  down  or  up — as  gentlemen 
jnoay  cnoose  to  consider  it— to  the  higher  law. 
As  far  as  I  know  the  court— and  I  have  had  inter- 
course with  its  venerated  and  •  venerable  chief 
justice,  from  my  official  position  as  chairnwn  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary— I  do  not  beuete 
I  have  ever  known  a  body  of  men  more  hoaestiy 
disposed  to  do  their  duty  under  the  obligaUons 
of  the  power  which  gave  them  the  right  to  dis- 
charge judicial  funcUons.  I  beliefe,  when  our 
first  parents  were  driven  out  of  Paradise,  it  ^JJJ* 
under  the  suggestions  of  th*  higher  law.  i™ 
De  vU  went  in  and  suggested  to  Eve  that  there  was 
a  higher  law;  andTdisregardinr  the  law  under 
which  she  was  placed  in  Fannfise,  «*«  ^Z*  *f 
posterity  have  sufiered  the  penaiitts  of  diMo»' 
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fhinkly  and  freely,  without  intending  to  wound 
tile  feelings  of  any  one. 

The  Senator  speaks  of  sources  from  which 
attacks  may  come.  He  and  myself  are  residents 
of  neighboring  States.  I  am  willing  that  the 
people  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  shall 
estimate  the  Senator  and  myself  at  our  real  value. 
I  am  willing  to  leave  in  their  hands  my  character, 
and  I  do  not  shrink  from  any  verdict  which  they 
may  pronounce. 

In  reply  to  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from 
Connecticut,  and  to  the  tone  of  contempt  which 
he  undertakes  to  cast  upon  some  of  us,  I  will  say, 
in  conclusion,  that  he  cannot  utter  a  word  on  this 
floor  which  will  rankle  in  my  bosom.  He  has 
not  done  it  to-day,  for  I  can  go  as  far  as  he  can 
go  in  feelinff  the  emotions  of  contempt. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  desire  to  detain  the  Senate  for 
a  moment,  in  consequence  of  a  suggestion  which 
has  been  made  to  me  by  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Pugh,]  that,  while  I  was  endeav- 
oring to  throw  oil  on  the  troubled  waters,  and 
make  peace,  I  had  unwittingly  said  something 
offensive  myself. 

Mr.  PUGH.  I  will  tell  the  Senator  what  he 
said.  I  understood  him  to  describe  a  certain  class 
of  northern  gentlemen  who  had  come  here  with 
professions  of  Democracy  on  their  lips,  and  who 
were  in  the  habit  of  pandering  to  wnat  he  called 
the  sources  of  power  and  patronage.  He  likened 
them  to  things  that  crawl  in  the  dust.  Now,  sir, 
I  am  one  of  the  northern  men  who  have  come 
here  with  professions  of  Democracy  on  my  lips, 
and,  if  I  know  myself,  with  the  love  of  Democ- 
racy  in  my  heart.  When  he  says  he  meant  per- 
sons of  that  sort,  did  he  mean  to  include  me  in 
that  class? 

Mr.  HALE.  If  the  honorable  Senator  had 
heard  distinctly  what  I  said,  it  would  have  saved 
him  all  this  trouble;  because  I  took  particular 
care  to  exclude  any  such  conclusion.  The  Sena- 
tor from  Connecticut  described  certain  classes, 
and  I  told  him  I  would  describe  a  class  which  we 
had  in  the  northern  States,  and  I  emphasized  the 
words  "  New  England."  When  I  got  through 
the  description,  I  said  they  never  found  their  way 
here.  Instead  of  saying  that  they  came  here,  I 
said  distinctly  that  they  did  not  come  here.  That 
is  exactly  what  I  said.  Whilst,  of  course,  I 
-meaiv  to  act  up  to  my  professions,  I  must  say 
that  I  made  tne  remark  as  due  to  the  truth  of 
history.    I  hope  the  Senator  is  satisfied. 

Let  me  say  another  word,  because  an  honorable 
Senator  who  sits  before  me  [Mr.  Jones,  of  Iowa] 
tells  me  that  another  remark  which  I  made  might 
leave  a  bad  impression.  It  might  be  supposed, 
from  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from  Soutn  Car- 
olina, that  I  had  used  the  term  **  dough-faces" 
in  my  speech.  The  honorable  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  spoke  as  if  I  had  used  the  word. 
Mr.  President,  here  is  my  speech,  [holding  up  a 
paniphlet  copy;]  I  never  correct  my  speeches. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  To  what  is  the  gentleman 
alluding? 

Mr.  HALE.  The  Senator  did  not  hear  what 
I  said.  The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  spoke 
as  if  I  used  the  term  **  dough-faces"  in  my 
speech.  

Mr.  BUTLEU.    Somebody  used  it. 

Mr.  HALE.  That  I  do  not  deny.  I  was  going 
to  say  that  here  is  my  speech,  printed  just  exactly 
as  I  spoke  it.  I  never  correct  my  speeches.  They 
are  poor  enougrh  when  they  are  delivered  under 
the  impulse  of  the  moment  in  the  Senate  Chamber, 
and  I  know  they  would  be  much  worse  if  I  went 
into  the  printing  office  to  correct  them;  and  there- 
fore I  say  to  the  reporters,  **  Never  bring  your 
notes  to  me;  what  I  say,  let  it  go."  On  the  morn- 
ing after  this  speech  was  delivered,  I  saw  the 
proof-sheets,  ana  I  possibly  made  three  or  four 
verbal  corrections,  such  as  putting  in  a  comma,  or 
something  of  that  sort;  buti  never  altered  a  word, 
nor  did  I  add  a  word,  nor  did  I  take  out  a  word. 
I  have  not  read  the  speech;  and  if  anybody  can 
find  the  term  **  dough-face,"  or  anything  like  it, 
in  that  speech,  I  confess  I  shall  be  exceedingly 
mistaken.  It  is  not  there.  I  do  not  allow  myself 
to  use  such  langua^  in  the  Senate  or  elsewnere. 
In  the  remarks  which  I  made  in  answer  to  the 
Senator  from  Connecticut,  I  stated  distinctly  that 
I  wished  to  complete  the  picture  which  he  had 
drawn;  and  I  said  there  was  a  class  of  politicians 
whom  I  described  confined  to  the  northern  States, 
without  meaning,  of  course,  to  apply  the  state- 


ment to  anybody  here,  because  I  would  not  do 
such  a  thing. 

Mr.  CLAY.  Mr.  President,  the  Senator  from 
New  Hampshire  has  asseverated  repeatedly  that 
he  never  uses  any  offensive  expression.  One  has 
been  suggested  and  he  disclaims  having  used  it, 
and  he  says  it  cannot  be  found  in  one  of  his 
speeches.  I  shall  not  direct  my  attention  to  other 
offensive  expressions  of  that  Senator;  but  inas- 
much as  he  expressly  disclaimed  the  use  of  one, 
I  wish  to  call  his  attention  and  that  of  the  Senate 
to  a  speech  which  he  made  some  days  ago.  I 
wish  to  calUhe  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  fact 
that  it  does  designate  by  an  offensive  term  a  par- 
ticular class,  and  not  only  a  particular  class,  but 
a  class  who  sit  upon  this  floor — a  class  which 
does  include  the  Senator  from  Connecticut  and 
the  Senator  fVom  Ohio,  and  many  other  Senators 
from  the  northern  States  who  choose  to  resist 
that  fanatical  spirit  to  which  he  and  others  prefer 
to  pander.  Here  is  the  expression.  In  a  speech 
which  he  made  on  the  S6th  of  February,  in  reply 
to  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Jones]  he 
used  this  language — I  read  from  his  printed 
speech,  pamphlet  copy,  which,  if  I  understand 
him,  underwent  his  own  supervision  and  correc- 
tion  

Mr.  HALE.    Which  did  not,  I  said. 

Mr.  CLAY.  The  Senator  said  he  looked  over 
the  speech,  and  made  one  or  two  corrections. 
That,  I  thought,  was  an  admission  that  it  had 
been  revised  by  him.  Now,  here  it  is,  and  I  sub- 
mit to  the  judgment  of  the  Senate  whether  I  have 
made  any  charge,  or  imputed  words  to  the  Sena- 
tor which  he  did  not  use,  and  whether  I  have 
misconstrued  their  application.    He  says: 

"  Why,  sir.  I  suppose  it  was  northern  a|[greMion  that 
repealed  the  MisMuri  compromise  I  Was  it  not?  It  was 
northern  aggression  that  made  war  upon  Mexico,  and  took 
such  a  great  portion  of  her  territory,  and  blotted  out  the  re- 
striction of  slavery  which  that  semi-barbarous  people  had 
imposed  upon  that  portion  of  God's  earth  which  fell  to  their 
dominion  ?  Was  that  northern  anression  ?  It  is  uortliero 
ag^ssion  which  has  held  possennon  of  the  high  places  of 
this  Government — in  your  chair,  sir.  in  the  presidential 
chair,  on  the  bench  of  the  Supremo  Cfourt !  It  is  northern 
agi^ression  that  so  carves  out  this  country  that  a  vast  ma- 
jority of  the  people  inhabiting  the  free  States  are  kept  in  a 
perpetual  and  eternal  minority  in  that  everlasting  citadel  of 
slavery— your  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  It  is 
northern  agcression,  I  suppose,  that  has  done  all  this.  Sir, 
I  had  heard  tliis  term  so  sumy  times,  that  I  had  begun  to 
suppose  people  would  be  tired  of  using  it.  What  have  we 
done  ?  We  have  stood  on  the  defensive.  We  have  always 
been  in  a  practical  minority  here,  because  you  have  bought 
updougk'/ac^  enough  to  control  us.  We  have  always  been 
in  a  minority  practi<^ly.'' 

A  "  practical  minority" — ^where,  sir?  On  this 
floor.  That  is  the  conclusion.  None  other  can 
be  drawn  from  it.  ••  Dough-fkces ! "  Who,  sir? 
Those  northern  men  who  choose  to  stand  by  the 
rights  which  the  South  has  under  the  Constitu- 
tion—those are  the  men  whom  he  traduces  and 
reviles  as  "  dough-faces  "bought  up  by  the  South. 

Mr.  HALE.  Let  me  put  myself  riffht  as  far 
as  I  can.  The  part  of  the  speech  which  went 
under  the  slight  revision  which  I  made  was  a 
speech  which  I  delivered  on  the  28th  of  February, 
1856.  It  was  printed  before  I  saw  a  word  of  it. 
After  it  was  printed,  the  printer  [of  the  pamphlet] 
came  and  told  me  that  tnere  was  not  enough  of 
that  speech  to  fill  the  sixteen  pages  which  he  had 
advertised  would  constitute  the  pamphlet  I  told 
him  then,  that  he  might  take  the  remarks  which 
I  had  made  a  few  days  before,  introductory  to  it, 
which  he  did  take  from  the  Globe.  The  report 
of  those  remarks  I  never  saw  and  never  read  after 
they  were  printed;  so  that  it  did  not  come  under 
any  supervision  of  mine  at  all.  Now  I  will  con- 
fess the  word  is  there,  as  it  appears.  I  think  I 
did  not  use  it:  hut  if  I  did  use  it  I  am  sorry  for 
it.  I  am  actually  sorry  that  I  used  it,  because  I 
do  not  like  to  use  such  language;  and  if  I  do  use 
it,  it  is  on  the  impulse  of  the  moment,  and  I  am 
sorry  that  the  word  was  put  in  the  remarks  which 
I  made,  because  I  do  not  like  the  rhetoric  of  the 
thing,  to  say  nothing  else.  Besides,  I  was  speak- 
ing of  the  history  of  the  past  and  not  of  the 
present;  and  I  was  drawing  a  contrast  between 
the  past  and  the  present  in  the  remarks  from  which 
the  Senator  from  Alabama  has  quoted.  That  is 
all,  sir. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  believe,  sir,  that  it  is  nearly 
the  time  for  adjournment.  The  dinner  hour  has 
arrived.  I  have  nothing  particuUr  to  say  on  this 
Question ;  but  I  desire  to  know  whether  or  not 
this  is  to  be  a  free  fight,  [laughter,]  and  whether 
I  it  is  expected  to  continue  ?    [Oh,  yes.]    If  so,  I 


may  feel  disposed  to  take  part  in  it  myself.  At 
any  rate,  I  tnink  the  time  for  adjournment  has 
arrived,  and  therefore  I  move  that  the  Senate  do 
now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate  ad- 
journed.       

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednbsdat,  Jdareh  5, 1856. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.    Prayer 
by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Daniel  Waldo. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approTed. 

SWEARING  IN  A  MEMBER. 

Hon.  Asa  Packer,  a  Representative  from  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  appeared  and  took  the 
usual  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

.The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication ftrom  the  Department  of  State,  inviiing 
attention  to  the  copy  of  an  act  transmitted  there* 
with,  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  part  of  an  act 
entitled  '  an  act  to  provide  for  the  safe-keeping 
of  the  acts,  records,  and  seal  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes,'  '*  which  passed  the 
House  of  Representatives  April  3»  1854,  and 
was  in  the  Senate  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary.  The  object  of  the  act  is  stated  by 
the  Secretary  to  be  to  abolish  a  fee  of  twenty- 
five  cents  now  required  for  authenticating  any 
paper  under  the  seal  of  the  Department;  but  the 
revenue  accruing  from  such  fee  is  inconsider- 
able, and  subjects  the  Department  to  much  in- 
convenience in  its  collection.  It  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, inclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the 
assistant  treasurer  at  New  York,  asking  addi- 
tional compensation  for  clerks  in  the  assay  office; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  same  Depart- 
ment, transmitting  a  report  made  to  the  Superin- 
tendent by  the  general  disbursing  agent  of  the 
Coast  Survey,  &miuel  Hein,  Esq.,  showing  the 
number  and  names  of  persons  employed  during 
the  last  fiscal  vear  upon  that  work,  and  the  busi- 
ness connectea  therewith ;  the  amount  of  compen- 
sation received  by  them;  the  nature  of  their  occu- 
pation and  length  of  time  during  which  they  were 
employed;  together  with  a  statement  of  all  ex- 
penditures made  during  that  year  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Superintendent,  Professor  A.  D.  Bache; 
which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Printing,  transmitting  the  third  annual 
report  of  that  office,  showing  the  condition  of  the 
public  printing;  which  was  laid  on  the  tabic, and 
orderea  to  be  printed. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  SENATE. 

A  message  was  received  ft-om  the  Senate,  by 
AsBURT  DicEtNs,  their  Secretary,  informing  the 
House  that  the  Senate  had  passed  bills  of  the  fol- 
lowing tiUes;  in  which  he  was  directed  to  ask  the 
concurrence  of  the  House: 

An  act  making  an  appropriation  fbr  a  new  for- 
tification for  the  defense  or  the  entrance  of  Gal- 
veston harbor  and  bay,  in  the  State  of  Texas;  and 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  distributees  of  Colo- 
nel William  Linn. 

CHARLES  J.  INGERSOLL. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  wish  to  make  a  report 
Arom  the  Committee  of  Elections  in  the  matter 
of  the  memorial  of  the  Hon.  Charles  J.  Ingersoll; 
and  I  am  directed  by  the  committee  to  report  a 
bill  for  his  relief. 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second  timebvits 
title,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

THE  KANSAS  ELECTION. 

Mr.  HICKMAN.  I  am  instructed  by  ^e 
Committee  of  Elections  to  submit  a  report  m  the 
contested-election  case  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas. 
I  am  also  further  instructed  to  ask  thai  this  report 
be  read  and  ordered  to  be  printed;  and  1  wiU  then 
move  that  the  further  consi-deration  of  it  be  post- 
poned till  to-morrow,  at  ome  o'clock,  and  tb&tii 
be  made  the  special  order  for  that  time. 

Mr.ORR.    Ihopethegentietnaiiiiriiiaotion*^ 
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Mr.  JONES.  If  no  time  be  fixed  to  which 
postponement  is  to  be  made,  cannot  its  consider- 
ation be  called  up  at  any  timt  as  a  question  of 
privilege  ? 
The  SPEAKER.  It  can. 
Mr.  JONES.  Perhaps  the  postponement  had 
better  be  until  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  HICKMAN.  I  am  perfectly  willing  to 
accept  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia, 
[Mr.  Stephens,]  as  a  modification  of  the  one 
which  I  have  submitted.  In  reply  to  what  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  has  just  said,  I  will 
state  that  some  members  of  the  Committee  of 
Elections,  who  feci  themselves  to  be  booked  up 
in  this  question,  desire  to  speak  to-morrow  be- 
fore they  leave  the  city.  Of  course,  if  others  are 
unprepared  to  speak  to  the  question,  they  can 
then  nmke  what  arrangements  may  suit  them. 
Inasmuch  as  gentlemen  of  the  committee,  for  the 
reason  I  have  stated,  desire  to  address  the  House 
to-morrow,  I  prefer  to  retain  the  terms  of  my  origi- 
nal motion. 

Mr.  JONES.  Monday  will  be  resolution  day, 
and  I  therefore  move  that  the  fUrther  considera- 
tion of  the  subject  be  postponed  until  Tuesday 
next.  I  do  not  think  tnat  members  can  get  the 
reports,  and  carefully  and  properly  examine  them 
in  time  to  enter  into  the  discussion  of  them  on 
the  morrow.  If  one  or  two  members  have  been 
fortunate  enough  to  examine  the  question  thor- 
oughly in  committee,  and  are  prepared  for  its  dis- 
cussion now,  it  may  be  well  ttiat  some  answer  to 
the  arguments  made  on  either  side  may  go  to  the 
eountry  at  the  satne  time.  I  think  it  is  nothing 
but  fair  and  just  that  the  further  considemtion  of 
these  reports  should  be  postponed  until  Tuesday 
next.  The  members  will  then  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  seeing  all  the  papers  in  print,  and  of  ex- 
Binining  them;  and  thery  will  come  here  fully  pre- 
pared to  debate  the  subject. 

Mr.  BOYCE.  Is  argument  on  the  question  in 
order  on  a  motion  to  postpone  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  merits  of  the  question 
are  not  open  to  discussion  on  a  motion  to  post- 
pone. 

Mr.  BOYCE.  I  move  to  lay  the  majority  re- 
"port  on  the  table;  and  on  that  motion  1  claim  the 
floor  to  discuss  the  question. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman 's  motion  is 
not  in  order. 

Mr.  BOYCE.  Then  I  move  that  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject  be  indefinitely  post^ 
poned. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  to  postpone  to 
a  day  certain  takes  precedence  of  a  motion  to  post- 
pone indefinitely. 

Mr.  BOYCE.  Then  I  wish  to  discuss  the  ques- 
tion anyhow. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  to  be  first  put 
is  on  the  motion  to  postpone  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  subject  until  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  hope  the  genUeman  will 
yield  to  me,  so  that  the  question  may  be  taken  on 
the  motion  ordering  the  reports  from  the  com- 
mittee to  be 'printed.  Every  member  is  desirous 
of  having  the  documents  in  print  and  before  him 
as  soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  BOYCE.  Mr.  Speaker^  I  have  listened 
with  a  great  deal  of  interest  to  the  report  which 
has  come  from  the  majority  of  the  Committee  of 
Elections,  and  I  must  confess  that  I  have  heard 
nothing  which  would  induce  me  to  adopt  their 
recommendation.  When  this  matter  was  up  the 
other  day,  I  was  very  much  gratified  to  find  what 
I  considered  a  conservative  indication  on  the  part 

of  the  House,  that  it  was  not  prepared  to  go 

Mr.  HICKMAN.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
Is  this  discussion  in  order,  as  tne  question  now 
stands  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  In  the  ophiion  of  the  Chair, 
inasmuch  as  the  question  is  liow  on  the  post- 
ponement until  Tuesday  next,  it  is  not  in  order 
to  debate  the  merits  of  the  reports  firom  the  Com- 
mittee'of  Elections. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  Does  the  Chair  decide 
that  it  is  not  in  order  to  move  to  postpone  indef- 
initely ? 

The  SPEAKER.  Afler  the  question  has  been 
taken  on  the  motion  to  postpone  to  a  dav  certain, 
it  will  be  in  order  to  move  to  postpone  inoefinitely. 
A  motion  to  postpone  to  a  day  certain  has  prece- 
dence of  a  motion  to  postpone  indefinitely. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  The  question,  I  under- 
stand, is  always  put  first  on  the  furthest  time; 


that  is  an  invariable  rule.  If  the  Chair  makes  the 
decision  which  I  have  stated,!  want  the  House 
to  pass  on  the  question.  I  intend  to  appeal  from 
that  decision — not  because  I  am  in  favor  of  the 
motion,  for  I  am  not;  I  am  in  favor  of  discussion; 
but  I  M^sh  the  point  to  be  now  settled. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Choir  will  state,  the 
question.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
|A|f r.  Hicxman]  moved  that  the  further  consider- 
ation of  the  subject  be  postponed  until  to-morrow, 
at  one  o'clock.  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
[Mr.  Jones]  moved,  as  an  amendment,  that  the 
postponement  be  until  Tuesday  next,  at  one 
o'clock.  The  question  being  raised,  the  Chair 
decided  that  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
[Mr.  Botce]  could  not  discuss  the  merits  of  the 
contested-election  case  on  a  motion  to  postpone. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  understood  that  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  moved  an  indefi- 
nite postponement.  The  longest  time  is  the  first 
question  put;  and  the  motion  to  indefinitely  post- 
pone is  the  first  motion  to  be  put.  So  I  under- 
stand the  rule;  and  such  is  the  rule  of  all  parlia- 
mentary bodies. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  If  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  yields  me  the  floor  to  have  the 
question  taken  on  the  motion  to  print,  and  the 
question  is  afterwards  taken  on  the  motion  to  post- 
pone until  to-morrow,  he  will  then  have  the  floor. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  understood  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois  to  raise  a  question  of  order. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  have  no  disposition 
to  press  the  question  now. 

Mr.  JONEJs,  of  Tennessee.  If  the  ^ntleman 
from  Georgia  desires  to  make  a  motion,  I  will 
withdraw  the  one. which  I  made. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  move  that  the  majority 
and  minority  reports  be  printed;  and  that  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject  be  postponed 
until  to-morrow,  at  one  o'clock. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  precisely  as  the 
question  now  stands. 

Mr.  LETTCHER.  I  desire  to  make  a  sugges- 
tion to  my  friend  from  Greorgia  in  regard  to  the 
printing.  The  suggestion  is,  that  twenty  thou- 
sand extra  copies  of  the  reports  be  printed. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  A  motion  of  that  kind  will 
go  to  the  Committee  on  Printing.  I  want  the 
other  question  taken  first. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  is  not  in  order  until  the  other 
motion  is  disposed  of. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Hick- 
man's motion;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  afiirma- 
tive. 

So  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject  was 
postponed'  until  to-morrow,  atone  o'clock;  and 
the  reports  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  LETCHER.    I  now  oflfer  the  following 

resolution: 

Rewlvedy  That  twentythouiand  extra  copies  Of  the  ma- 
jority and  minority  re|)Oft«,  frith  the  accompanying  papers, 
be  printed  together  for  the  use  of  the  membetB  of  thte  House. 

The  resolution  was  referred,  under  the  rules, 
to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  move  that  the 
rules  be  suspended,  and  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

THE  president's  ANNUAL  MESSAGE. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  (Mr.  Mace  in  the  chair.) 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  that  the  first  busi- 
ness in  order  was  the  consideration  of  the  Presi- 
dent's annual  message. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  move  to  take 
up  House  bill  No.  70.  It  is  the  pension  biU,  and 
is  short. 

Mr.  GROW.    Am  I  not  entitled  to  the  floor? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  thinks  the  gen- 
Ueman from  Pennsylvania  is  entitled  to  the  floor 
upon  the  President's  annual  message. 

Mr.  GROW.  I  desire  to  speak  upon  that  mes- 
sage at  this  time,  and  I  hope  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  will  allow  me  to 
proceed  now.  I  yielded  to  him  the  other  day, 
and  he,  as  well  as  every  other  member  of  this 
House,  is  aware  of  the  inconvenience  of  being 
kept  out  of  a  speech  for  so  long  a  time. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  If  the  gentieman  's  speech 
is  spoiling  by  delay,  I  will  not  interpose. 
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Mr.  GROW.    It  is  spoiled  already. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  1  yield;  but  at  the  end  df 
the  eenUeman  's  hotir,  I  shall  move  to  take  upsome 
of  these  small  appropriation  bills. 

Mr.  ETHERIDGE.  I  desire  to  state  that  1 
have  paired  off*  with  Mr.  Thurston  on  the  sbiYcry 
and  Kansas  questions. 

Mr.  GROW  then  addreswd  the  eomnittee  for 
one  hour  upon  the  Kansas  question.  l£s  speech 
is  withheld  for  revision,  and  wDl  be  jwbli&bed 
in  the  Appendix. 

Mr.  CADWALADER  obtained  the  floor. 
Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  hope  the  gentleman  (Von 
Pennsylvania  will  allow  me  to  take  up  two  short 
approoriation  bills,  with  the  understanding  thtt 
he  win  be  entiUcd  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  CADWALADER.     I  do  not  wish  to 
yield  the  floor,  lest  I  should  lose  my  right  to  it. 
Mr.  CAMPBELL.     I   hope  the  committed 
will  consent  to  the  ijentieman  from  PennsylT&nis 
getting  the  jfloor  in  tne  morning. 

Mr.  ORR.  If  the  gentieman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania yields  the  floor  to  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  make  a  mo- 
tion to  take  up  these  bills,  he  [Mr.  Cadwiladir] 
will  be  entitled  to  the  floor  whenever  the  com- 
mittee resumes  the  consideration  of  the  Pres- 
ident's message. 

Mr.  CADWALADER.  I  have  no  desire  to 
embarrass  any  current  business  which  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  may 
wish  to  introduce.  But  I  desire  it  to  be  und€^ 
stood,  as  a  matter  not  only  of  comity,  but  a  matter 
of  right,  that  this  debate  is  not  to  be  suspended 
by  anything  which  will  involve  time  or  opposi- 
tion, so  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
President's  message — instead  of  being  postponed 
for  a  week,  as  has  recently  been  the  case— shall 
be  resumed  in  time. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    To-morrow  morning. 

Mr.  CADWALADER.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, sir,  it  being  understood  that  I  will  claim 
the  floor,  I  am  g\m  to  accommodate  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Does  ray  friend  from  Penn- 
sylvania prefer  to  go  on  this  evening  or  in  the 
morning  ? 

Mr.  CADWALADER.  It  is  perfecUy  alike 
to  me.     I  am  ready  to  go  on  now. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  It  win  not  take  half  an 
hour  to  pass  these  bills.  I  now  move,  Mr. 
Chairman,  to  take  up  House  bill  No.  70. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  understo^  him  to  yield 
the  floor  to  me,  with  die  general  consent  that  bt 
is  to  have  the  floor  to-morrow  morning. 

Mr.  CADWALADER.  I  ask  Uie  question, 
whether,  in  case  the  consideration  of  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Elections,  postponed  till  one 
o'clock  to-morrow,  should  be  taken  up,  the  day 
will  not  be  so  consumed,  1  would  Ipse  the  floor.' 

Several  Mbiubers.    Yes. 

Mr.  CADWALADER  then  addressed  the  com- 
mittee for  an  hour  in  reply  to  Mr.  Grow.  Hit 
speech  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

Mr.  BRENTON  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Indiana  to  yield  me  the  floor,  in  order 
that  I  may  have  taken  up  and  considered  one  or 
two  snuUl  appropriation  bills,  to  which  1  think 
there  will  be  no  objection. 

Mr.  BRENTON.  The  remarks  which  I  wish 
to  make  are  in  reference  to  the  President's  mes- 
sage. They  will  be  confined  to -it;  and,  if  it  be 
the  understanding  that,  when  the  committee  re- 
sumes the  consideration  of  that  message,  I  shall 
be  entiUed  to  the  floor,  I  yield  to  the  gendeman 
from  Ohio  for  the  purpose  specified. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  will  then 
be  entitied  to  the  floor. 

PENSION  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  move  to  take  up  House 
bill  No.  70,  makii^  appropriations  for  Uie  pay- 
ment of  invalid  ana  other  pensions  of  the  UnitM 
States  for  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1857. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  nmove  that  the  first  letA- 
ing  of  the  bill  be  dispens^ed  with,  and  that  the 
Clerk  proceed  to  read  by  cslatises  for  ameDdment. 

There  was  no  objections  and  it  was  agreed  to 
accordingly^ 
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WITHDRAWAL  OF  PAPERS. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WELLEIR,  it  waa 

Ordered,  That  O.  M.  Wozencraft  have  leave  to  with- 
draw bis  letter,  presented  at  the  flrst  session  of  the  last 
Confreee. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WELLER,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Albert  Hart,  on  the  files  of 
the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  YULEE,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Joshua  Mercer,  on  the  files 
of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WADE,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Clement  L.  Lukens  and 
Hugh  Maxwell,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BRODHEAD,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  Benjamin  Miller  have  leave  to  withdraw 
his  petition  and  papers. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  William  L.  Meredith,  on 
.the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Kevolutionary  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SEWARD,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Elizabeth  Monroe  be  with- 
drawn (torn  the  files  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  RUSK,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  William  F.  M.  Magraw  have  leave  to 
withdraw  his  petition  and  papers. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  The  Court  of  Claims,  in 
compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  adopted 
a  fow  days  ago,  has  sent  back  the  papers  in  the 
case  of  Samuel  S.  Wood  &  Son.  I  move  that 
they  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

WILLIAM  A.  CAMERON. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  A  few  days  ago,  at  the  re- 
quest of  William  A.  Cameron,  T  obtained  an 
order  that  he  have  leave  to  withditiw  his  petition 
and  papers.  I  find,  on  examination,  that  other 
parties  claim  an  interest  in  the  papers;  and  I  find, 
also,  that  an  adverse  report  has  once  been  made 
in  the  case*,  therefore,  tne  order  is  ill-advised.  I 
beg  pardon  for  troubling  the  Senate  so  much  on 
the  subject;  but  I  move  that  the  order  of  the 
Senate  made  on  a  former  day  directing  that  Wil- 
liam A.  Cameron  have  leave  to  withdraw  his 
petition  and  papers  be  rescinded. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  STUART,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Caro- 
line Newington,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  bill  to  authorize  the  entry  of  certain  lands 
m  the  State  of  Iowa  by  Mrs.  Caroline  Ncwinfton; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 
The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  from  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Polly  Scott,  widow  of  John  Scott,  asked  to  be 
discnar&;ed  from  its  further  consideration,  and 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
the  special  iigents  of  the  State  of  Maryland, 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  its  further  consider- 
ation, and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WELLER,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  joint  resolu- 
tion for  the  presentation  of  a  sword  to  Colonel 
Benjamin  S.  Roberts,  submitted  a  report  on  the 
Bubiect;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  PUGH,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  explanatory 
and  amendatory  of  the  **  act  in  addition  to  certain 
acts  granting  bounty  land  to  certain  officers  and 
soldiers  who  have  oeen  engaged  in  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States,  '  approved  Marcn 
3,  1855,  reported  it  back  with  amendments. 

ADJUSTMENT  OF  ACCOUNTS. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  Mr.  President,  I  am  instructed 
by  the  Committee  on  Finance  to  report  a  joint 
resolution  providing  for  the  final  adjustment  of 
certain  cases  of  appeal  from  decisions  made  by 
the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  for  the  Post  Office 
Department. 

This  is  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  meet  a  case  which  I  will  state.  Mr. 
Whittlesey,  while  he  was  Auditor,  decided  a  case 
which  has  since  come  before  him  as  First  Comp- 


troller, and,  not  being  able  to  sit  in  the  case,  it 
is  now  proposed  to  provide  a  general  remedy  for 
such  cases,  and  allow  them  to  be  referred  to  the 
Second  Comptroller  and  Commissioner  of  Cus- 
toms. A  large  claim  is  suspended  on  account  of 
this  difficulty,  and  I  ask  that  the  Senate  will  act 
on  the  joint  resolution  at  once. 

The  joint  resolution  was  read  twice,  and  con- 
sidered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It  pro- 
poses to  direct  that,  in  every  case  of  a  claim  not 
finally  adjusted,  on  which  the  present  First  Comp- 
troller as  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  for  the  Post 
Office  Department  may  have  decided,  and  which 
may  have  been  hereafter  examined  by  the  Auditor 
on  new  testimony,  and  from  whose  decision  an 
appeal  has  been  taJcen,  it  shall  be  referred  to  the 
Second  Comptroller  and  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Customs  for  adjustment,  and  their  decision  shall 
be  final. 

The  joint  resolution  was  reported  to  the  Senate 
without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading.  It  was  read  the  third  tune 
and  passed. 

RICHARD  W.  THOMPSON. 

Mr.  DODGE  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  be 
requested  to  infbrai  the  Senate  whether  the  sum  of  money 
directed  to  be  paid  to  Richard  W.  Thompson,  of  Indiana, 
by  a  paragraph  in  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill  of  the  3d  or 
March,  1655^  for  alleged  services  to  the  Menominee  Indians, 
has  been  paid  to  said  Thompson ;  and  if  so,  whether  the 
assent  of  the  Indians  was  first  obtained  to  the  payment ; 
and  that,  if  said  sum  has  n<H  been  paid,  he  be  requested 
to'  communicate  what  action  has  been  taken  in  relation 
thereto,  with  all  the  papers  connected  with  the  case  and 
now  on  file  in  the  several  Departments. 

PUBLIC  BUILDINGS  IN  DUBUQUE. 
Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  submiued  the  following 
resolution;  which  was  considered  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  agreed  to: 

Re$olved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  roaUng  an  appropriation 
for  erecting  a  building  at  Dubuque,  Iowa,  for  the  use  of  the 
surveyor  of  the  port,  the  post  office,  sub-treasurer's  office, 
land  office,  surveyor  general's  office,  and  other  Govenunent 
offices  of  the  United  States  at  that  place. 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  STUART,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introuuce  a  bill  mak- 
ing a  grant  of  land  to  the  State  of  Michigan  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  De- 
troit to  Lake  Superior;  which  was  read  the  first 
and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

RAILROAD  TO  THE  PACIFIC. 

Mr.  BROWN,  by  unanimous  consent,  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  provide 
for  the  construction  of  a  railroad  and  telegraphic 
communication  from  a  point  on  the  Mississippi 
river  south  of  latitude  370,  to  the  Pacific  ocean; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its 
tide. 

Mr.  BROWN.  Mr.  President,  I  move  to  refer 
this  bill  to  the  select  committee  on  the  Pacific 
railroad.  It  is  a  short  bill,  but  I  will  not  ask  to 
have  it  read ;  I  will,  however,  beg  the  indulgence 
of  the  Senate  to  ofifer  «  word  or  two  of  explana- 
tion. 

This  bill  does  not  complicate  the  Government 
to  any  extent  in  the  construction  of  this  road. 
The  first  section  proposes  a  grant  of  thirty  sec- 
tions of  land  per  mile,  making  in  the  aggre^te, 
according  to  the  estimates,  about  forty  millions 
of  acres  of  land;  but  it  obliges  the  company  to 
pay  fifty  cents  an  acre  for  the  land  before  they 
get  any  title.  The  second  section  requires  the 
company  to  depbsit  |500,000  with  the  Govern- 
ment before  they  are  to  be  considered  as  organ- 
ized under  the  bill,  as  a  bonus  that  they  will  carry 
on  the  work  according  to  the  provisions  of  the 
bill.  That  they  must  do  within  six  months,  and 
within  eighteen  months  they  must  commence  and 
complete  one  hundred  miles  of  road.  The  third 
section  obliges  the  United  States  to  pay  (600  a 
mile  for  carrying  the  mail  until  the  road  is  com- 
pleted, and  for  ten  years  thereafter,  and  such  rea- 
sonable sum  as  the  President  and  Secretary  of 
War  may  determine  for  carrying  arms,  munitions 
of  war,  and  things  of  that  sort. 

The  fourth  section  forfeits  all  the  franchises  of 
the  road  if  it  be  not  finished  within  ten  years, 
and  all  the  lands  granted  revert  to  the  Govern- 
ment, except  such  as  may  have  been  paid  for. 


The  fifth  section  erants  the  right  of  way  through 
the  public  lands  four  hundred  yards  wide. 

This  is  the  whole  bill.  I  do  not  pretend  that 
the  scheme  is  a  perfect  one.  It  gives  no  exclusive 
privilege  to  this  company,  but  allows  everybody 
else  to  commence  and  construct  railroads  when 
and  where  they  please,  and  get  such  favors  from 
the  Government  as  they  can.  The  gentlemen 
who  ask  for  this  grant,  and  who  are  to  constitute 
this-company,  authorize  me  to  say  that  they  are 
seeking  no  advantage  of  the  Government  in  any 
form,  and  are  perfectly  willing  that  the  commiUee 
on  the  Pacific  railroad  shall  throw  any  guards 
around  the  interest  of  the  Grovernment  wnidi  they 
may  think  proper  to  embody  in  the  bill.  Witn 
anything  wnicn  gives  them  a  fair  opportunity, 
with  this  amount  of  public  land  paia  for  at  the 
rate  of  fifty  cents  an  acre,  to  go  on  and  construct 
the  road,  they  are  satisfied.  If  the  guards  &re 
not  sufficient  in  the  bill,  put  in  any  others  that 
may  be  required. 

So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  have  never  brought 
myself  fully  to  consent  to  go  for  the  Pacific  rail- 
road scheme  at  all;  but  if  I  do  go^or  any  it  must 
be  something  plain  and  simple,  Uke  this,  which 
I  can  understand. 

With  this  brief  explanation  of  the  bill,  I  move 
its  reference  to  the  select  committee  on  the  PaciHc 
railroad,  and  commend  it  to  the  attention  of  that 
committee  with  the  other  propositions  which 
they  mayconsider. 

Mr.  RuSK.  Before  the  reference  of  the  bill, 
I  move  that  it  be  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr,  WELLER.  I  believe  several  Senators 
eave  notice,  in  the  early  pa/t  of  the  session,  of 
tneir  intention  to  introduce  bills  for  the  purpose 
of  constructing  a  railroad  from  the  Mississippi 
to  the  Pacific.  I  desire  to  give  notice  that  it  is 
the  intention  of  that  comnuttee.  if  possible,  to 
report  a  bill  next  week;  so  that  those  g;cntlemeD 
wno  have  bills  prepared  will,  I  hope,  introduce 
them,  and  have  them  referred  to  that  committee 
for  consideration. 

The  bill  was  referred  to  the  select  committee 
on  the  Pacific  railroad. 

COURT  OF  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  understand  that  there 
is  a  communication  on  the  table  from  the  Court 
of  Claims,  made  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Con* 
gress  organizing  the  court,  which  I  think  ought 
to  be  submitted  at  Uiis  time,  for  the  purpose  of 
having  it  referred. 

The  PRESIDENT.  With  the  permission  of 
the  Senate,  the  Chair  will  lay  before  the  Senate 
the  communication. 

The  Secretary  read  the  communication,  which 
states  that  the  court  has  decided  adversely  on  the 
claims  of  Robert  Roberts,  Samuel  M.  Fuckett, 
John  P.  McElderry,  Louis  G.  Thomas  and 
others,  and  Shepherd  Knapp;  and  favorably  on 
the  claims  of  Samuel  P.  Toad,  John  Shaw,  and 
Isadore  D.  Beaugrand.  Bills  are  transmitted  in 
those  cases  where  the  court  has  decided  favor- 
ably, and  the  opinion  of  the  judges  in  each  case. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  move  that  the  commu- 
nication, and  all  the  accompanying  documenu  in 
these  cases,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims.  I  presume  there  will  be  no  objection  to 
that.  The  reference  should  be  either  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  or  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  The  Committee  on  Claims, 
undoubtedly. 

The  communication  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims. 

Mr.  TOUCEY.  In  connection  with  this  sub- 
ject I  wish  to  observe,  that  it  must  be  obvious 
that  the  solicitor  and  clerk  of  (he  Court  of  Claims 
should  be  admitted  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate.  1 
therefore  move  an  amendment  to  the  48th  rale, 
which  regulates  that  subject,  by  inserting,  after 
the  words,  **  clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court,"  the 
words,  **  and  the  solicitor  ana  derk  of  the  Court 
of  Claims. "  I  presume  there  can  be  no  objecuon 
to  that  amendment.  These  officers  will  frequently 
have  occasion  to  consult  with  Senators. 

By  unanimous  consent  the  amendment  to  the 
rules  was  agreed  to. 

NOTICE  OF  A  BILL. 
Mr.  BROWN  cave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  making  a  grant  of 
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fortifications,  WM  read  the  second  time,  and  con- 
sidered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It  pro- 
goses  to  appropriate  the  following  suras  of  money 
)r  the  construction  of  fortifications: 
For  fortifications  for  the  defense  of  the  entrance 
to  Galveston  harbor  and  bay,  Texas,  |dO,000; 
for  fortifications  for  the  defense  of  the  entrance  of 
Paso  Cavallo,  Texas,  $40,000;  for  fortifications 
for  the  defense  of  the  entrance  of  Brazos  Santiago, 
Texas,  $80,000;  for  fortifications  for  the  defense 
of  the  inner  passes  into  Mobile  bay,  (known  as 
Grant's  Pass  au  Heron,)  |100,000;  for  the  for- 
tifications of  Ship  Islana,  coast  of  Mississippi, . 
1100,000;  for  forUfications  at  the  entrance  of  New 

Bedford  harbor,  $ ;  for  fortifications  at  Sandy 

Hook,  New  Jersey,  outlet  of  New  York  harbor, 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  ap- 
propriation for  defenses  of  Galveston ,  Texas.  We 
have  already  passed  a  separate  bill  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  move  to  fill  the  blank  in 
reference  to  defenses  at  the  entrance  of  New  Bed- 
ford harbor  by  inserting  "  150,000." 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WELLER,  I  move  to  strike  out  the  last 
clause  of  the  Inll  making  appropriations  for  for- 
tifying Sandy  Hook.  That  work  is  recommended 
by  the  eneineer  department,  but  not  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  w'ar. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  would  ask  the  chauinan 
of  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs  if  there  are 
not  o^her  fortifications  incluaed  in  the  bill  which 
are  not  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  War? 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  think  not.  I  know  of  none 
except  what  I  have  moved  to  strike  out.  I  ori- 
ginally inserted  this  clause  because  I  thought  the 
Secretary  of  War  recommended  it;  but  I  find  that 
0ueh  is  not  the  case,  though  it  is  recommended 
by  the  chief  of  the  engineer  department. 

Mr.  FISH.  I  would  ask  the  chairman  of  the 
€k>mmittee  on  Military  Afifairs  if  he  will  not 
make  a  motion  to  insert,  at  the  same  time,  some- 
thing which  will  explain  the  whole  matter? 

Mr.  WELLER!  I  propose  to  move  to  insert 
^n  appropriation  of  $150,000  for  the  commence- 
ment of  a  fort  opposite  Fort  Schuyler,  New  York 
harbor.  The  Secretary  of  War  thinks  the  con- 
f  truetion  of  that  fort  would  supersede  tlte  neccs- 
fity  of  the  one  proposed  in  the  oill,  which  I  have 
inovcd  to  strike  out.  I  intend  to  move  that  at  the 
proper  time. 

Mr.  FISH.  The  substitution  of  that  and 
another  work,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  will  supersede  the  necessity  of  the  work  at 
ISandy  Hook.  The  chairman  or  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  is  right,  I  believe. 

Mr.  WeLLER.  I  am  going  to  propose  two 
amendments  in  regard  to  the  defense  of  the  harbor 
of  New  York.  One  I  have  already  mentioned; 
the  other  is  to  appropriate  $150,000  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  fort  on  the  site  of  Fort  Tompkins.  That 
is  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  the 
construction  of  those  fortifications  will  supersede 
the  necessity  of  any  appropriation  for  Sandy 
Hook.  The  ({uestion  now  is  on  striking  out  that 
part  of  the  printed  bill  which  I  proposed. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  W  ELLER.  I  now  move  to  insert,  as  an 
additional  clause,  for  additional  defenses  for  Son 
Francisco,  California,  $900,000.  I  have  a  letter 
from  the  chief  of  the  engineer  department,  in 
which  he  says  that  it  is  necessary,  in  order  to  com- 
plete the  system  of  defonses  which  they  propose 
at  the  entrance  of  that  harbor,  that  there  should 
be  an  additional  appropriation  of  $200,000.  I  ask 
that  the  letter  of  which  I  have  spoken  may  be  read. 

The  Secretary  read  it,  as  follows: 

EmMfVEKK  DsVA.KTIfClfT, 

WA8HiK<rtoif,  March  1,  ISM. 
Sta:  IbtvethebonortoprefleottojrcNircontiderAtifmtbe 
propriety  of  asking  an  appropriation  for  additional  defennye 
works  KV  the  protection  of  San  Francisco,  California.  The 
flwns  asked  for,  in  onr  annual  estimate,  fbr  the  fortifications 
BOW  in  progress  at  San  Francisco^  will  be  auAeicfiti  as  I 
bave  good  reason  to  believe,  to  bring  those  fortiflcatiOBs  to 
a  state  of  complete  efflcienoy  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  sci- 
ence of  their  batteries ;  so  ttiat  I  do  not  design,  now,tb  ask 
any  farther  grant  (than  the  sums  above  refsmd  to)  for  the 
works  in  progress.  But  the  proper  def^inae  of  Saii  Fran- 
cisco, its  entrance,  bay,  and  nnvy-ymrd,  requires  a  heavy 
work  at  the  entiaace,  to  crass  fire  with  the  one  now  con- 
structing there,  and  some  open  iMtteries  within  the  harbor 
on  an  island,  the  occupation  of  which  will  enM»le  us  to  con- 
trol both  channels  leading  to  the  navy-yard.  Althau(^  I 
nay  say  that  the  work  at  umi  entraiioe  win  probably  be  be- 
gun the  first,  yet  circumstances  may  make  it  expedient  to 


commence  with  the  island  works,  or  it  may  be  desirable  to 
undertake  both. 

I  propose,  then,  that  application  be  made  to  Coiwress 
to  giant  an  appropriation,  to  be  available  at  once,  of  two 
ktmired  Utowiand  doUan  fur  tMUional  deftmtt  fvr  San 
FramUeo,  Califorma. 

I  have  me  honor  to  be,  very  retipectAilly, 

iOHEPll  O.  TOTTBN, 
Brevel  Brigadier  €ffneral  T\>pogrttpkieal  Euglnaer** 
Hon.  JsrrBasoN  Davis,  SeereUtry  of  War, 

Mr.  WELLER.  The  appropriation  is  also 
recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  War  in  a  let- 
ter which  I  have  in  my  hand. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WELLEIR.  The  next  amendment  which 
I  propose  is  the  following: 

For  defenses  for  New  Bedford  and  Fair  Havea,  Massa- 
chusetts, $150,060. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  Is  there  an  estimate  or  recom  - 
mendatton  for  that  from  the  Secretary  of  War  ? 

Mr.  WELLER.    I  believe  so. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  There  are  some  cases  in 
which  the  estimate  of  the  chief  engineer  is  not 
recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  This,  I  think,  is  included  in 
the  estimates  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  WELLER.    I  am  pretty  confident  of  it. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  1  desire  to  know  cer- 
tainly whether  there  is  amr  estimate  or  recom- 
mendation on  this  subject  from  the  Department  ? 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  think  there  must  be  some 
mistake  on  this  point.  My  impression  is,  that  it 
is  not  recommended.  If  it  is,  I  make  no  oppo- 
sition. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  find,  by  looking  at  the 
communication  of  the  Secretary  of  War  accom- 
panying the  estimate  of  the  engineer,  that  there 
18  no  recommendation,  but  I  believe  it  is  recom^ 
mended  in  his  annual  report. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  No,  sir;  I  think  not.  It  is 
recommended  by  General  Totten,  but  not  by  the 
Secretary  of  War,  according  to  my  impression. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  will  read  from  what  I  sup- 
pose to  have  been  a  recommendation  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War.  It  is  a  report  of  the  engineer 
dcpeirtment,  and  I  believe  it  stands  on  the  same 
footing  with  the  appropriations  already  put  in  the 
bill  for  fortifications  in  Texas. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  intend  to  more  to  strike 
them  out. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  The  chief  of  the  engineer 
department  says  in  his  report: 

**  I  must  again  call  attention  to  the  necessity  of  provMIng 
fbr  the  commencement  of  a  fbrtiflcation  at  the  entrance  or 
New  llrdford  harbor;  another  at  Sandy  Hook  at  the  outlet 
of  New  York  harbor;  and  the  third  on  Bhip  Ishmd,  Blimis- 

That  is  in  the  report  of  the  engineer  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  and  comes  here  as  a  part  of  the 
document.  Am  I  to  suppose  that  the  ot&er  appro- 
priations included  in  the  biH  are  based  on  special 
recommendation  from  the  War  Department? 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  think  I  am  not  mistaken 
in  rty  statement.  The  Secretary  of  War  com- 
nranieated  an  answer  to  a  resolution  calling  on 
him  for  estimates — not  for  his  opinion  as  to  the 
necessity  of  these  works.  General  Totten  did 
estimate  for  them,  and  did  recommend  them,  but 
the  Secretary  of  War  did  not  concur  in  the  reo- 
omtnendation  in  regard  to  Sandy  Hook,  nor,  I 
think,  in  regard  to  N«w  Bedford  and  two  points 
in  Texas,  ^ow,  my  opinion  is,  that  w^  oiught 
net  to  indilde  in  the  bill  any  works  which  are 
not  reoommended  and  asked  fbr  by  the  War 
Department.  We  tare  already  malting  larger 
appropriacions  for  fortifieations  than  are  usual ; 
and  we  may  swamp  both  biUs  by  attempting  to 
appn>priate  too  much.  I  think  we  had  better 
confine  ourselves  to  such  new  works  as  nxt  rec- 
ommended by  the  War  I^^partmcnt,  and  »ot  go 
beyond  their  reeommendation.  As  I  undetvtand 
it,  the  it«m  for  New  Bedford  is  not  recommended, 
and  there  are  two  appropriations  in  the  bill  for 
TeXAs  which  are  not  reoommended.  I  think 
they  oujdit  all  to  jfo  out  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  HAMLIN,  i  certainly  concur  with  what 
the  Senator  fVom  Virginia  suggesU;  but  if  I  Q«der- 
stand  the  matter/  correctly,  we  have  ahwady  dis- 
posed of  the  appropriations  which  relate  to  the 
construction  or  works  in  Texas. 

Mr.  HUNTER.    I  understand  not. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  Those  clauses  have  been  read 
and  passed  by,  though  perhaps  it  is  not  yet  too 
late  to  make  a  motion  to  strike  them  out. 

tt  seems  to  me  that  one  of  two  rules  should  be 


adopted :  we  should  either  adhere  to  the  express 
recommendations  of  the  Secretary  of  War  aod 
confine  ourselves  to  those  works  which  be  has 
recommended;  or,  if  we  depart  from  that  in  one 
case  and  take  the  recommendation  of  the  engineer 
department,  we  should  iaelude  all  the  rdcommea* 
datioss  of  the  engineer  department.  In  other 
words,we  should  not  include  a  partof  those  recom* 
mend^  by  the  engineers  and  exclude  others,  t 
am  perfectly  willing  that  we  shall  be  ffoverned  by 
either  rule;  but  it  seems  to  me  to  be  just  aod 
appropriate  to  postpone  final  action  on  the  bill  for 
a  short  time,  in  order  to  afiford  the  Secretarv  of 
War  an  opportunity  to  communicate  directly  to 
us  what  is  his  opinion  in  relation  to  the  vorks 
which  have  been  suggested  by  the  engineer  depart- 
ment. It  may  be  that  the  ensincer  dBportmenl 
has  suggestea  works  to  wImcb  the  attention  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  has  not  been  hitherto  called. 
Now,  I  wish  to  have  the  opinion  of  the  Secretory 
on  those  questions.  lam  willing  to  include  thea 
all;  but  we  should  act  upon  a  uniform  rale. 

Mr.  WELLER.  1  thought  all  the  appropria- 
tions in  the  bill  were  recommended  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War.  I  know  of  no  proper  rale  which 
we  can  adopt  but  to  follow  the  recommendatioDS 
of  the  War  Department*  Where  I  have  no  per- 
sonal knowledge  of  the  necessity  of  a  work,  as  t 
matter  of  course,  I  ought  to  be  governed  exclu- 
sively by  the  opiftioa  of  the  h^  of  the  War 
Department.  He  has  cham  of  all  the  nuHtary 
defenses  of  the  country.  He  recommends  from 
time  to  time  to  the  consideration  of  Congress  the 
necessity  of  defending  particular  points.  He  has 
not  recommended  the  works  now  under  imme- 
diate consideration  in  the  amendment.  Althourh 
they  are  earnestly  pressed  upon  Conffressby  the 
head  of  the  engineer  department,  neither  of  them 
has  received  the  sanction  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 
I  know  of  no  rule  which  we  can  adopt  other  thaa 
to  strike  them  out;  for  I  say,  in  the  absence  of 
personal  knowled^,  I  must  be  govened  entirely 
oy  his  recommendation . 

Mr.  BROWN.  We  had  better  postpone  the 
bill  until  Monday,  and  in  the  mean  time  we  can 
consult  with  the  Secretary,  emd  see  irhat  he  says 
about  the  matter. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  dfunrt  to  oflfer  two  amend- 
ments, and  then  I  wiH  move  to  postpone  the  biH. 

The  PRESIDENT.  There  is  an  amendment 
still  pending. 

Mr.  WELLBR.  Let  tt  be  passed  over  in* 
formally,  as  I  propose  topostpone  the  bill. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Tiat  course  will  be  par- 
sued. 

Mr.  WELLER.    I  propose  this  amendment; 

For  the  commeDcesiem  of  a  fbrt  opposite  Fort  Sdwyl^r, 
New  York,  ^190,000. 

This  is  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WELLER.   The  next  amendment  which 

I  oflfer  is: 

For  the  ereetiun  of  a  ibct  on  the  site  «f  FertTODpUa^ 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  $15e,S0O. 

This  has  been  reoommdnded  by  the  Secretaiy 
of  War,  m  answer  to  a,  resolution  adopted  by  tba 
Senate  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Fwh.J 

The  amendment  was  Agreed  to. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  now  move  that  the  ftiijbw 
consideration  of  Ute  bill  be  postpdned  until  Mon- 

*^r.  CLAY.  Before  the  biTl  is  postponed,  I 
wish  to  move  the  correction  of  a  dericalor  typo- 
graphical error  in  the  clauae,  "  For  ft>rt"^?,' 
for  the  defense  of  the  inner  passes  into  Mobue 
Bay,  (known  as  Chnnt's  Fa«i  «"  S^S*J 
$100,000."  After  the  words  •*  Gnuit'a  Pan  * 
wish  to  insert  "  and  Pass,"  so  that  it  shidl  reaa» 
"Grant's  Pass  and  Pass  au  Heron."  P^^JJ* 
two  separate  passes;  but  from  the  reading  of  tw 
bUl  they  would  seem  to  be  but  one.  In  the  com- 
munication of  the  Secretary,  he  names  *y^J^ 
passes  as  requiring  defense,  and  thercft>r«  1  roaJW 
this  motion  to  amend. 

The  amendment  was  Agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  i»  now  on 
the  motion  to  postpone.  .   ._^  ^ 

Mr.  BROW^.  I  deslJfe  to  ask  the  chaiTjan 
of  the  committee  whethe^r  the  sums  msertea  in 
this  bin  are  according  to  estimate?      ^         ^ 

Mr.  WELLER.  Th^  are  accordiog  lo  0" 
recommendations  of  the  iJepartniwt. 
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attention  to  three  difTerent  questions  arising  out 
of  our  relations  with  foreign  nations.  Two  of 
4hese,  concerning  EIngland,  have  been  discussed 
in  the  Senate;  the  other,  which  concerns  the 
payment  of  the  Sound  dues  to  Denmark,  has  not 

ret  been  mentioned  here.  In  introducing  it  now, 
have  no  purpose  to  say  anything  as  to  the  char- 
acter of  these  dues,  or  to  arrest  the  efforts  of  the 
Government  for  the  relief  of  our  commerce  from 
foreign  exactions.  That  is  a  broad  field  of  his- 
tory and  of  public  law,  which,  for  the  present, 
there  is  no  occasion  to  enter.  My  desire  is 
simply  to  open  to  you  a  question  of  domestic 
interest  under  our  own  Constitution,  with  which, 
of  course,  Denmark  has  nothing  to  do,  but  which 
ifi  necessarily  involved  in  the  determination  of 
our  course  on  this  matter. 

The  President,  in  his  annual  message,  an- 
nounces that — 

"  In  pummnce  of  the  aothoiity  conferred  bv  a  resoladon 
of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  passed  on  the  3d  of 
March  last,  notice  was  given  to  Denmark,  on  the  14th  day 
of  April,  of  the  intention  of  this  Government  to  avail  itself 
of  tibe  stfpalations  of  the  subsisting  convention  of  ftiendship, 
commerce,  and  navigation,  between  that  kingdom  and  the 
United  States,  whereby  either  variy  might,  after  ten  years, 
terminate  the  same  at  the  expiration  of  one  year  from  the 
date  of  notice  for  that  purpose." 

The  treaty^  it  will  be  noted,  reserves  to  eUher 
pariy — ^that  is,  to  ttthtr  qfthe  Govemmento  between 
whom  it  is  made — the  privilege  of  terminating 
it  by  notice;  and  the  President,  without  the  sanc- 
tion of  an  act  of  Congress,  but  simply  in  pur- 
suance of  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  passed  in 
executive  session,  has  cot%stUuUd  himself  the  Gov- 
ernment, so  far  as  to  give  such  notice.  Acting 
under  his  instructions,  our  Minister  at  Copen- 
hagen, on  the  14th  April,  1855,  notified  to  the 
Danish  Gh>vernment  that — 

''After  the  ezpuration  of  one  year  ftom  the  date  of  this 
communication,  the  United  States  will  regard  the  general 
convention  of  friendship,  commerce,  and  navigation,  agreed 
upon  by  Denmark  and  themseJves  on  the  aSth  of  April, 
1886,  9l8  finally  ahrogatedf  and  that  after  that  period  its  pro- 
visions will  not  be  binding  upon  our  Government.'* 

In  thus  undertaking,  merely  with  the  consent 
of  the  Senat^^and  without  the  cooperation  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  to  abrogate  a  treaty, 
the  President  has  assumed  a  power  inconsistent 
with  the  Constitution  and  disowned  by  the  prac- 
tice of  the  Government,  adopted  afler  debate  on 
leading  occasions.  Of  course,  such  a  usurpation 
cannot  be  justified  by  the  good  that  is  sought; 
for  that  good  might  have  been  sought,  and  may 
still  be  sought,  by  another  course,  in  entire  har- 
mony with  the  (5onstitution  and  the  practice  of 
the  Government.  Nor  is  it  safe  for  any  tempo- 
rary purpose  to  remove  constitutional  landmarks. 

The  Constitution  has  declared,  that  "  the  Pres- 
ident shall  have  power,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  to  make  treaties,  provided 
two  thirds  of  the  Senate  concur;*'  but  it  has  not 
declared  that  the  President,  by  and  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  shall  have  power  to  abrogate 
treaties.  The  absence  of  all  language  conferring 
this  extraordinary  power  is  itself  an  unanswer- 
able argument  a^nst  the  existence  of  the  power. 
But  we  are  not  left  to  found  our  conclusion  even 
on  irresistible  inference.  There  are  explicit  words 
of  the  Constitution,  which  determine  it  beyond 
doubt.   It  is  declared  that — 

««Thi8  Constitution,  and  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
which  shall  be  made  in  pursuance  thereof,  and  all 
TECATIBS  M AUK,  or  vkick  Mhall  b€  nuade  under  tie  tnUkority 
of  the  United  State*,  shall  bk  thk  suprkmk  law  op  tuk 
LAND." — Jtrt.  vi. 

In  thus  declaring  treaties  to  be  the  supreme  law 
of  the  land,  the  Constitution  not  only  gives  to 
them  the  highest  authority,  but  places  tnem  under 
the  highest  safeguards  known  to  our  institutions. 
When  once  made,  they  are  oblipitory  on  our  side 
as  laws,  and  can  be  abrogated  by  no  power  less 
Uian  that  which  may  abrogate  existing  laws. 
Not  the  President  alone — not  the  President  and 
Senate  can  set  them  aside;  but,  for  this  purpose 
the  'whole  power  of  the  Government  must  be  in- 
voked, in  its  most  solemn  form,  by  act  of  Con- 
gress. In  conformity  with  this  requirement,  the 
power  to  declare  war,  involving,  of  course,  the 
abrogation  of  treaties,  is  expressly  lodged  with 
Congress.  The  President,  with  tne  consent  of 
the  Senate,  cannot  declare  war;  and  it  is  difficult 
to  see  what  greater  power  he  possesses  in  the  ab- 
rogation of  an  existing  treaty,  involving  possibly 
the  rupture  of  friendly  relations  with  a  foreign 
state,  and  involving  certainly  the  overthrow  of 


what  the  Constitution  has  declared  to  be  the  su- 
preme law. 

In  thus  placing  treaties  under  all  the  sanctions 
of  laws,  I  follow  the  best  authorities.^  The  emi- 
nent commentator,  Mr.  Justice  Story,  in  speaking 
of  them,  gives  to  them  this  character.  In  his 
exposition  of  this  very  clause,  he  says: 

*'  It  is,  therefore,  indispensable  that  they  should  have  the 
obligation  and  force  of  a  law,  that  they  may  be  executed  by 
the  Judicial  power,  and  be  obeyed  Uke  other  tews.  This  will 
not  prevent  them  from  being  canceled  or  abrogated  by  the 
nation  upon  grave  and  suitable  occasions ;  for  it  will  not  be 
disputed  that  they  ari  ndtject  to  the  legi$laHve  power,  and 
may  be  repetAed  Uke  other  laws  ai  it$  pleasure." — Story*a 
Conun,  on  Con$t.,9ee*  1838. 

And  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
has  affirmed  the  same  principle: 

"  A  treaty  is  in  its  nature  a  contract  between  two  nations, 
not  a  legislative  act."  *  *  « In  the  United  States  a  dif- 
ferent principle  is  established.  Ovr  ConMtiiuUon  deelarea 
a  treaty  to  be  the  law  of  the  land.  It  is  consequently  to  be 
regarded  by  courts  of  Justice  as  equivalent  to  an  ad  of  the 
Legiilature,  wherever  it  operates  of  itself,  without  the  aid  of 
any  legislative  provision.**— .fWsr  vs.  Neileom,^ Peters, 
Supreme  Court  ReporU,  314 

This  is  a  decision  comparatively  recent.  But 
early  in  our  history  the  authority  of  treaties 
was  much  considered  by  the  Siipreme  Court,  in 
the  famotis  case  of  Ware  vs.  Hylton,  3  Dallas, 
260,  and  we  find  judges  from  opposite  sections  of 
the  coimtry  arriving  at  the  same  conclusion.  Mr. 
Justice  Cushing,  of  Massachusetts,  said: 

*<  The  treaty  is  of  efual  force  with  the  Constitattoa  itself, 
and  certainly  with  any  law  whatever." 

And  Mr.  Justice  Iredell,  of  North  Carolina, 
passed  directly  upon  the  power  of  Congress,  as- 
serting that  to  tnis  body  alone  was  given  the 
power  to  abrogate  a  treaty  under  our  Constitu- 
tion.   These  are  his  words: 

« It  is  a  part  of  the  law  of  nations,  that  if  a  treaty  be 
violated  by  one  party,  it  is  at  the  option  of  the  other  pmfy, 
if  innocent,  to  declare,  in  consequence  of  the  breach,  that 
the  treaty  is  void.  If  Confpreu,  therefore,  who,  I  conceite, 
alone  have  9ueh  authority  umler  our  Goremmefif,  shall  make 
such  a  declaration  in  any  case  like  the  present,  I  shall  deem 
it  my  duty  to  regard  the  treaty  as  void.'* — Ware  vs.  Hylton, 
3  Dallas,  980. 

In  practical  illustration  of  this  position  of 
treaties,  it  will  be  observed  that  they  are  published 
with  the  laws  qf  the  United  States,  and  constitute 
a  part  of  Uiis  collection,  being  bound  between 
the  same  covers;  and  I  submit  that  the  President 
and  Senate  might  undertake  to  tear  out  a  leaf 
from  the  Statutes  at  Large  with  as  much  propri- 
ety as  tear  out  an  existing  treaty. 

Such  is  the  rule  of  the  Constitution,  in  con- 
formity with  which  has  been  the  practice  of  the 
country.  Never  before  has  the  President  as- 
sumed to  act  without  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  the  performance  of  this  high  duty. 

This  question  arose  early  after  the  adoption  of 
the  Constitution,  in  our  relations  with  France; 
and  you  will  find,  sir,  on  our  statute-book  the 
evidence  of  the  way  in  which  it  was  regarded. 
In  1798,  the  existing  treaties  with  France  were 
abrogated  by  act  of  Congress,  which,  after  a  pre- 
amble, proceeded  as  follows: 

^*  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepresentoHoes 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Conersssassembledy  That 
the  United  States  are  of  right  freed  and  exonerated  from  the 
stipulations  of  the  treaties  and  of  the  eouHular  conven- 
tion heretofore  concluded  between  the  United  States  and 
France,  and  that  the  same  shall  not  be  henceforth  regarded 
as  legally  obligatory  on  the  Government  or  citizens  of  the 
United  States."—!  UnUed  States  Statutes  at  Large,  578. 

And  this  very  act  of  Congress  originated  in  the 
Senate,  which  in  that  day  undertook  to  exercise 
no  such  power  as  is  now  claimed.  It  was  not 
passed  hastily,  or  without  debate.  The  subject 
of  our  relations  with  France  was  referred  to  a 
committee  of  that  body  on  the  29th  November, 

1797.  After  the  lapse  of  months,  on  the  31st  June, 

1798,  Mr.  Groodhue,  firom  that  committee,  reported 
a  bill  to  abrogate  existing  treaties  with  that  na- 
tion,which  passed  the  Senate  on  the 23d  June,  by 
a  vote  of  13  yeas  to  5  nays.  On  the  next  day  it 
was  carried  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 
where  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  there  fully  de- 
bated, and  finally  passed  on  the  6th  of  July.  In 
the  course  of  the  aebate,  treaties  were  rteognixed 
as  laws,  to  be  abrogated  only  by  act  of  Congress.  A 
Representative  from  Massachusetts,  afterwards 
an  eminent  judicial  character,  Mr.  Scwell,  put 
this  point  in  these  words: 

"  It  it*  certainly  a  novel  doctrine  to  pass  a  law  declarhig 
a  treaty  void ;  but  the  necessity  arose  from  the  peculiar 
situation  of  the  country.  In  most  countries,  it  is  in  the 
power  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  to  suspend  a  treaty  when- 


ever he  tUnks  proper.  Here  Consrets  only  hoM  that  mowstrn 
JhmaU  of  Congrese,  1797->9e,  9190.     ^  '^' 

^  This  view  was  in  no  respect  controverted  or 
questioned.  On  the  contrary  it  was  recognized 
by  the  whole  debate.  Mr.  IJana  of  Connectieat, 
■aid; 

**  Pranee  has  violated  the  fhhh  pledged  by  her  tieatiei 
with  America.  This,  by  the  law  of  natioas,  ynte  tf  «j(4^ 
the  option  of  the  Legiilature  to  decide,  as  a  question  of  expe- 
diency, whether  the  United  Slates  shall  anv  longer  cominoe 
to  observe  their  stipulations."— fMiI.,  9193. 

Mr.  Gbdlatin,  whose  position  in  our  public 
affairs  was  afterwards  so  justly  distinguished, 
employed  the  very  language  applicable  to  laws 
when  he  spoke  of  the  proposed  abrogation  of  the 
treaty  as  a  repeal: 

«  He  knew  of  no  precedent  of  a  Legislature  repeekng  a 
treaty.  It  is.  thererore,  an  act  of  a  peculiar  kind,  and  it 
appeared  to  him  necessary  that  Congreet  shoald  Joiiify  it 
by  a  declaration  of  their  reasons.  *>  *  *  *  *Mt  is  not  sofll- 
eient  to  say  that,  becMise  a  treaty  has  been  violated,  M  vitt 
repeal  tf.>'—ifrU.,  9196. 

Such  is  the  first  and  leading  precedent  in  our 
history.  The  next  is  more  recent,  and  of  hardly 
less  importance.  It  was  the  notice  to  Great  Brit- 
ain of  tne  termination  of  the  convention  of  1827, 
relating  to  the  joint  occupancy  of  certain  parts  of 
Oregon.  This  was  not  done  by  the  President, 
with  the  advice  of  the  Senate  in  secret  session; 
but  by  act  of  Conpess.  President  Polk,  in  his 
annual  message  or  2d  of  December,  1845,  called 
upon  Congress  to  act.    These  are  his  words: 

**  Under  that  convention  a  year's  notice  is  required  to  be 
given  by  either  party  to  the  other  before  the  Joint  oeea- 
poncy  shall  tenmnate,  and  befbre  either  can  rig litfiilly  m- 
sert  or  exercise  exclusive  Jurisdiction  over  any  portion  of 
the  territory.  This  notice  it  would,  in  my  Ju^ent.  be 
proper  to  give :  and  Ireeouunend  that  provitUm  iemaiehf 
law  for  giving  it  aecordhigly,  and  terminating  in  this  nanoer 
the  convention  of  6th  August,  1697." 

In  pursuance  of  this  recommendation,  prortiien 
toot  made  by  law  for  this  notice.  You  will  it- 
member,  sir,  the  aebate  which  for  months  occu- 
pied both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  which  was 
closed  by  the  passage  of  a  joint  resolution,  ap- 
proved 37th  AprU,  1846;  which,  after  a  preamble, 
proceeds  as  foUows: 

*<  Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  Howe  of  RepresesteUtft  of 
the  Umted  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembieif  That 
the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  be,  and  he  is  berf^ 
authorized,  at  his  discretion,  to  give  to  the  Oovemaieot  of 
Great  Britain  the  notice  required  by  the  siH^wd  article  of 
the  said  convention  of  the  6th  of  August,  Id97,  fbr  the  ib- 
rogation  of  the  same.'*— 8  U.  S.  Statutes  at  Large,  106. 

Such  is  the  rule  of  the  Constiuttion,  sustained 
by  authoritative  precedents  in  the  abrogation  of 
successive  treaties  with  two  powerful  nations, 
France  and  Great  Britain.  Surely  there  cannot 
be  one  rule  for  large  Statea  and  another  for  small 
States;  nor  will  any  one  argue  that  a  treaty  with 
France  or  Great  Britain  can  be  abrogated  only 
by  act  of  Congress,  but  a  treaty  with  Denmark 
may  be  abrogated  by  the  President  without  an 
act  of  Congress.  And  yet,  in  apparent  harmony 
with  this  fallacious  distinction,  the  Esecuuve^i 
merely  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate  obtained 
in  secret  session,  has  assumed  to  abrogate  a  treaty 
with  the  weaker  State  of  Denmark;  and  has  given 
notice  that  this  abrogation  will  take  effect  on 
the  ensuinjg  14th  of  April.  Not  content  with  the 
treaty-making  power  which  it  possesses  under  the 
Constitution,  it  has  now  assumed  the  treaty-sirs' 
gating  power,  which  it  does  not  possess.  And 
this  assumption  becomes  more  objectionable  when 
it  is  considered  how  completely  it  excludes  the 
House  of  Representatives  from  an  important 
function  in  the  Government.    Louis  XI V.,  i)i  the 

gride  of  conscious  power,  exclaimed,  "  I  am  the 
tate;"  and  permit  me  to  say,  that  our  own  Ex- 
ecutive, undertaking  to  act  in  this  matter  without 
the  sanction  of  Congress,  effectively  makes  the 
same  declaration.  To  the  Senate  is  justly  given 
largje  powers;  but  it  now  assumes  more.  Only 
lately  it  authorized  the  origination  of  the  great 
appropriation  bills,  constituting  the  raainspnng 
of  the  Government,  in  defiance  of  the  uninter- 
rupted usa^  of  Congress,  and,  as  I  submit,  of 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution.  What  next,  air? 
'*  Cawdor  thou  art,  and  Glarais  !**  And  where, 
sir,  in  this  career  of  aggrandizement,  will  you 
stop?  .  . 

Whatever  may  be  the  merits  of  the  cxigmg 
controversy  with  Denmaric,  1  trust  that  the  Pres- 
ident will  not  clutch  at  ttie  promised  fruite  so 
eagerly  as  to  disregard  th  e  requirements  of  the 
Consutution,  and  the  voice  of  the  popular  bnncb, 
in  the  repeaJ  of  an  existing  law.    In  ▼•!«  7^^ 
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to  thf  «Fxeeudon  isi  than.  I  am  misbk  to  ind 
Mywb«re  in  the  Constitation  apow«r  ormitKor'- 
ity  giiwn  to  the  Pvendeni  of  the  United  States 
to  suspend,  to  do  away  with,  to  disoontkitie^  to 
terminate,  to  destroy,  or  eren  to  impair,  either  a 
treaty  or  a  law  of  the  lamL  The  President  is 
nierely  an  exeeutiye  officer,  and  he  can  do  no  aot 
unlees  expressly  authorized  by  the  Constitution. 
He  can  do  no  act  for  the  Unit^  States,  the  party 
of  the  second  part  to  this  treaty,  eoccept  by  author* 
ity  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

This  is  the  principle  of  mixed  Government, 
everywhere  the  principle  of  a  republican  Qov&mr 
ment.  1  presume  it  is  admitted  to  be  the  prtaciple 
of  all  constitutional  forms  of  GoTemment,  that 
the  exeontive  ofBcer,  be  he  kinj^,  emperor,  or  pres«. 
ident,  can  only  act  for  the  nation  by  authority  of 
the  Legiriature  of  the  nation.  I  do  not  say  that 
in  Great  Britain  it  is  necessary  for  the  king  to 
take  the  advice  of  Partiament  (or  suspending  or 
abrogating  a  treaty;  but  if  it  is  not,  it  is  because 
the  constitution  or  Ghreat  Britain  is  understood  to 
giye  to  the  Executive  the  authority,  and  the  con* 
stitution  consists  only  of  laws  which  have  received 
already  the  sanction  of  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain. 

It  seems  to  me  therefore,  without  committing 
myself  in  full  to  the  views  which  I  have  expressed, 
that  there  is  sufficient  importance  in  this  subject 
to  require  that  it  should  be  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee, and  should  reoerre  very  carcAil  consideration. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  rise  nrincipally  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  honorable  Senator  (Vom  Vir- 
ginia, the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  the  language  of  the  article  of  the 
treaty  providing  for  lU  termination.  I  think  he 
misapprehends  it;  and  as  the  subject  is  to  go  be- 
fore tne  committee  of  which  he  is  chairman,  I 
desire  to  bring  it  to  his  attention.  I  think  on 
examination  he  will  be  satisfied  that  he  placed  a 
wrong  construction  en  it.  The  language  of  the 
article  is  this: 

<<The  present  convention  diall  be  in  force  for  ten  jesrs 
flrom  tlie  dste  liereof,  nnd  f\irther  untH  the  end  of  one  year 
after  either  of  the  contmctiDg  parties  shali  have  p^n  notice 
to  the  other  of  its  intention  to  temiiiate  tlie  same." 

Now  I  understand  the  honorable  Senator  from 
yii]ginia  to  say  that  it  is  a  treaty  which  terminates 
of  its  own  force,  and  from  the  efiect  of  its  own 
terms,  at  the  end  of  ten  years,  or  one  year  after 
giving  notice.  In  that  I  think  he  misapprehends 
the  force  ot  the  provision.  It  is  distinctly  aeon* 
tinuous  treaty,  with  np  time  fixed  for  its  termina- 
tion, with  no  limitation  in  any  sense  of  the  word 
on  its  duration.  It  is  to  continue  for  ten  years, 
and  further  forever,  with  a  proviso,that  one  year's 
notice  may  be  given  for  the  termination  of  the 
same  after  the  ten  years.  The  only  effect  and  the 
only  intention  of  mentioning  the  specific  term  of 
ten  years  was  to  provide,  that  until  the  expiration 
of  the  ten  years  the  treaty  should  not  be  termin- 
ated at  all.  It  was  a  binding  treaty,  conclusive 
until  the  end  of  that  time  and  could  not  be  term- 
inated or  affected  by  either  party  during  that 
period. 

Besides,  it  was  not  only  to  oontinoe  for  the 
term  of  ten  years,  but  to  continue  further  indefl* 
nitely,  provided  no  notioe  should  be  given  as  is 
prescribed  in  the  article  under  consideration. 
Therefore  it  is  strictly  a  continuous  treaty,  with 
no  time  fixed  for  its  termination,  no  limitation 
upon  its  duration,  and  no  stipulation  as  to  its 
end,  with  the  single  exception  that  it  should  con^ 
tinue  for  ten  years  at  all  events,  and  during  that 
ttme  should  not  be  subjeotto  the  control  of  either 
party.  The  President  of  the  United  States,  in 
kis  communication  to  us,  seems  to  admit  this  idea, 
because  he  says  that,  by  the  provisions  of  the 
treaty,  **  either  party  might,  after  ten  years,  term- 
inate the  same  at  the  expiration  of  one  year  from 
the  date  of  notioe  for  that  purpose." 

Mr.  MASON.  Will  the  Senator  allow  we  to 
intermpt  him  i 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.    Certainly. 

Mr.  MASON.    I  do  not  see  wherein  I  misap- 

rehended  the  terms  of  the  treaty  in  any  degree, 
read  the  clause;  it  speaks  for  itself;  I  said, 
after  reading  it,  that  it  contained  a  clause  by 
which,  after  ten  years,  it  would  expire  by  iu  own 
limitation,  on  the  happening  of  a  contingency 
which  was  provided  for.  That  contingency  was 
giving  the  notice. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  so  nnderttood  the  Sen- 
ator. 


Mr.  MASON.  I  used  the  term  **  conticraous 
treaty"  probably  without  looking  into  the  exact 
meaning  of  the  phrase;  but  I  intended  to  distin- 
guish this  from  a  continuous  treaty,  by  which 
term  I  meant  a  treaty  containing  no  provision  by 
which  it  could  be  terminated,  Inii  one  to  be  con- 
tinued inperpetuo. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  understood  the  Senator 
to  attempt  to  avoid  the  effect  of  the  reasoning  of 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  by 
drawing  a  distinction  from  the  terms  of  the  treaty 
itself.  lie  said  a  time  was  fixed  when  it  might 
be  abro^ted  or  put  an  etid  to;  and  that  it  was 
distinguished  in  that  particular  from  other  treaties 
where  no  sncb  term  was  fixed.  How  doea  that 
distinguish  it?  It  distinguishes  it  in  no  degree, 
unless  a  certain  contingency  arises^  because  the 
treaty  was  to  continue  for  ten  years«  and  further 
indefinitely,  without  any  limitation  of  time. 

Then  what  is  the  contingency  on  which  the 
treaty  was  to  be  terminated  ?  The  contingency 
is  that  either  party  may  give  notice.  Then  who 
are  the  parties  to  the  treaty  ?  As  I  understand 
the  treaty  it  is  between  the  Uovernment  of  Den- 
mark on  the  one  side,  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  through  its  Government,  on  the  other 
aide.  The  next  Question  is  what  constitutes  the 
GK>vernment  of  the  United  States  for  this  pur- 
pose }  Is  it  the  President  alone,  or  the  President 
and  the  Senate  ?  No  one  will  contend  that  the 
President  is  the  Gk>vemment,  or  that  the  Presi- 
dent and  the  Senate  together  make  the  Govern- 
ment. It  is  the  President,  the  Senate,  and  the 
House  of  Representatives;  and  they  have  only 
one  mode  of  action,  and  that  mode  is  by  a  law  or 
a  joint  resolution,  approved  by  the  President, 
wnich  has  the  force  of  law. 

Therefore,  if  this  treaty  when  formed  ori^n* 
ally  was  the  law  of  the  land  (as  the  Constitu- 
tion provided  that  it  should  be)  the  inevitable 
consequence  follows  that,  being  the  law  of  the 
land,  no  action  to  terminate  it  or  affect  its  pro- 
visions can  in  any  way  have  effect  unless  it  is  the 
action  of  that  **  party'*  which  is  provided  for  in 
the  treaty.  When  you  have  settled  that  the 
"party"  to  the  treaty  is  the  United  States  of 
America,  through  its  Government,  on  the  one 
side,  then  of  course  you  must  have  the  action  of 
that  Government  by  all  its  constituted  authorities 
— not  by  a  portion  of  them— in  order  to  do  away 
with  that  treaty.  ' 

The  question  before  us  is  a  very  simple  one. 
It  strikes  me  as  being  within  very  narrow  limits, 
and  dependent  on  two  simf^e  pomts.  Is  this  a 
treaty  which  terminates  by  its  own  force  at  the 
end  of  ten  years?  If  not,  most  not  an  act  be  done 
to  terminate  it?  If  so,  by  whom  is  that  aet  to  be 
done  ?  If  it  is  to  be  done  by  the  Grovemment  of 
the  United  States,  who  eonstitates  the  Govern- 
ment? We  are  to  inquire  whether  notice  has 
been  ^ven  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  in  any  pro^r  mode  of  action.  If  it  has 
been  done,  the  notice  has  been  given.  If  it  has 
not  been  done,  it  remains  to  be  given^  and  the 
inquiry  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts, through  his  resolution,  is  simply  whether 
the  notice  which  has  been  given  has  any  legal 
foroe  or  effect;  in  other  words,  whether  it  has 
been  given  by  the  "party"  to  the  treaty. 

Mr.  TOUCEY.  I  thmk,  Mr.  President,  the 
true  construction  of  this  part  of  the  treaty  de* 
pends  on  the  subject-matter  of  it.  If  the  act  to 
be  done  is  simply  an  act  of  the  treaty-making 
power,  it  has  been  rightly  done.  If  it  is  an  act 
of  the  legislative  power,  it  has  not  been  rightly 
done.  Fagree  fiilly  with  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  in  his  position  as  to  any  act 
which  is  designed  to  abrogate  a  treaty,  becaose 
the  treaty-mt£ing  power  does  not  extend  to  the 
poiwt  of  abrogating  a  treaty.  It  may,  indeed, 
make  a  treaty  with  another  GK>vemment,  and 
afterwards,  if  that  Government  assents  to  a  con- 
vention abrogating  the  former  one,  it  is  thereby 
abrogated;  but  the  treaty-making  power  of  the 
Federal  Government  cannot  abrogate  a  treaty 
without  the  assent  of  the  fbreiffn  Government 
with  which  that  treaty  was  made;  though  with 
the  assent  6f  that  foreign  Government  it  can  ab- 
rogate any  treaty,  no  matter  what  opinion  may 
prevail  at  the  other  end  of  this  Capitol. 

Now,  sir,  this  treaty  with  Demmark  has  not 
been  abrogated  by  either  party.  It  is  a  treaty 
which,  if  terminated,  is  terminated  without  any 
abrogation;  which  is  terminated  by  its  own  pro* 


vision;  whieh  is  terminated  by  what  is  contained 
in  the  treaty  itself  If  this  treaty  liad  been  made 
with  a  proviso,  that  if  notice  should  be  ipven  by 
the  King  of  Denmark  at  the  end  of  ten  years  of 
his  wish  to  terminate  it  at  the  expiration  of  six 
months  from  his  signifying  that  wish,  the  treaty 
would  be  terminated  by  the  notice  thus  given. 
Why?  Not  because  he  had  power  to  abrogate 
the  supreme  law  of  the  land  in  the  United  States^ 
but  because  his  act  becomes  incorporated  in  the 
treaty,  and  has  precisely  the  same  effect  and  op*, 
eratton  on  it  as  if  it  had  existed  and  been  specified 
in  the  treaty.  If,  instead  of  depending  qa  his 
will,  it  had  depended  on  an  aot  to  take  plsee  with- 
out the  will  of  any  one,  the  treaty  would  term* 
inate  on  the  occurrence  of  that  aot  or  that  contin- 
gency withoiftt  the  will  of  any  one  except  the 
oB^inai  contracting  parties. 

When  a  treaty  is  abrogated,  as  the  French 
treaty  wasi,  by  the  legislative  power,  the  act  of 
abrogation  assumes  Uie  responaibiUty  of  war. 
Unk«s  tiM  ground  of  abrc^ation  is  sufficieot,  it 
is  good  cause  of  war.  The  Legiakiiure  in  tlua 
country  declanes  war,  and  as  a  branch  ef  that 
power  it  may  undoubtedly  abrogate  a  treaty,  and 
take  upon  itself  the  responsibility,  by  abrogating 
the  tfMtty ,  of  bidding  defiance  to  the  fbreijgn  GroT<* 
emment,  and  saying,  **  We  will  embark  m  a  war 
if  you  choose,  provided  you  insist  that  we  shall 
standby  the  tieaty.'*   • 

This  IS  not  a  case  of  that  kind  at  all.  If  the 
United  States  had  made  a  treaty  with  Denmark 
a  year  ago,  when  this  notice  was  given,  by  whbh 
the  old  treaty  should  be  abrogated,  and  tnat  new 
treaty  had  tne  consent  of  Denmark,  and  of  the 
President  and  Senate  of  the  United  States,  the  old 
treaty  would  have  been  thereby  abrogated  by  the 
parties.  The  effect  of  this  provision  is  to  dia* 
pense  merely  with  the  assent  of  Denmark.  Ther» 
IS  a  stipulation  that  the  assent  of  the  other  party 
shall  not  be  necessary  to  the  termination  of  the 
treaty.  '*lf  in  this  case  Denmark  had  given  the 
notice,  it  would  not  requir*  an  act  of  GMgress, 
nor  the  assent  of  the  Pveaident  and  Senate,  ia 
terminate  the  treaty;  b»t  it  would  be  terminated 
by  the  notioe  of  Denmark,  afler  the  expiration  of 
one  year.  How  does  it  become  terminated?  Does 
Denmark  violate  the  treaty  ?  Not  at  all.  Can 
Denmark  terminate  a  treaty  with  this  country 
when  we  have  performed  it  on  our  part?  Not  at 
aU.  It  is  terminated  becaiwe  there  is  ceservediii 
the  treaty  power  to  Denmaric  to  terminate  it 
without  our  assent.  So,  on  the  other  hand,  we 
have  never  given  our  assent  to  this  treaty  as  a 
permanent  one.  The  treaty-making  power  has 
given  an  assent  for  ten  years  absolutely,  and  as 
much  longer  as  we  please,  one  yearbeineallewed 
afWr  giving  notice  for  the  expiration  of  the  treaty^ 
The  treaty-making  power  has  given  the  notve, 
and  that  notice  having  been  given,  it  is  not  aeoes* 
sary  that  I^mnark  should  assent  to  this  new  ad 
of  tne  treaty-making  power  of  the  United  Stales. 
Nor  is  the  treaty  luirogated;  but  at  the  end  of 
one  year  it  is  the  notice  connected  with  the  ori* 

final  treaty  which  terminates  the  assrat  whieh  the 
'resident  and  the  Senate  gave  to  it. 
Now,  air,  when  the  treaty  usod  the  languax* 
**  parties,*'  it  meant  not  Congress,  not  the  jod^ 
oiary ,  not  the  President,  but  it  meant  the  United 
States  acting  by  the  contracting  power.  'Who 
aro  the  contracting  agents  to  make  treaties?  The 
President  and  SMmte;  and  therefore,  when  the 
will  of  those  who  control  that  matter  was  iocor^ 
norated  into  the  treaty  in  the  language  which  has 
been  read,  it  strikes  my  mind,  t£ough  perhaps  1 
am  wrong,  that  the  assent  of  this  Government  lo 
the  treaty  in  question  has  never  been  given  for 
any  longer  period  than  was  thus  expressed. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  referred  to  the 
case  of  the  Oregon  treaty.  I  do  not  entertain  aaf 
doubt  that,  if  both  branches  of  Congress  and  ths 
President  unite,  you  have  the  consent  of  the  treaty- 
making  power,  and  you  have  also  the  ^^^'^J*'!* 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  that  obn- 
ates  the  very  question  which  is  here  '***^*  -  jT 
in  this  case— there  being  no  abrogation  of  tJie 
treaty— there  being  nothing  bat  a  withdiawai 
upon  a  contingency  of  the  consent  which  wa 
given  by  the  President  and  Senate  in  P"r"JJ^ 
of  a  power  reserved  in  the  treaty,  I  think  tne 
true  construction  of  it  is,  that  the  notice  n»*y.°* 
given  by  the  tvcaty -making  power,  represenuflf 
the  United  States  in  that  capacitv,  and  thenw 
course  the  treaty  i»  terminated.    I  cannot  agw» 
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Mr.  MASON.  Could  it  not  be  done  by  a  new 
treaty  ? 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  We  could  make  a  new 
treaty  by  common  consent  of  the  two  nations; 
but  we  are  not  talking  of  that.  That  proposition 
is  not  before  us.  The  consent  or  action  of  Den- 
mark is  out  of  the  case,  and  we  need  not  be  bring- 
ing up  that  in  order  to  trouble  our  minds  on  this 
question.  There  is  not  any  element  of  that  kind 
in  the  proposition  before  us.  The  treaty-making 
power  is  not  involved.  The  treaty  is  proposed  to 
DC  abrogated  without  the  consent  or  Denmark, 
and  without  making  a  new  treaty. 

The  question  is,  where  is  the  powerwto  do  this? 
1  insist  that  the  treaty  does  not  provide  for  it; 
and  therefore  it  falls  within  the  general  case  of 
the  abrogation  of  any  treaty,  and  it  must  be  done 
by  the  law-making  power.  I  think  I  have  shown 
ihsLt  the  provision  of  the  treaty  providing  that  it 
may  be  terminated  on  notice  has  no  effect  on  this 
point.  That  merely  amounts  to  a  provision  that 
the  treaty  may  be  abrogated  by  us  without  offense 
to  the  other  side;  but  that  does  not  touch  my 
argument. 

According  to  the  terms  of  the  clause  which  has 
been  read,  it  is  provided  that  the  treatjr  may  be 
terminated  at  the  end  of  a  year  after  notice  being 
given  and  therefore,  it  may  be  said,  that  by  the 
very  terms  of  the  treaty  it  will  be  ended  at  the 
expiration  of  a  year  from  the  notice  which  has 
been  given.  We  should  remember  that  now  we 
are  tmking  amongst  ourselves,  and  that  we  are 
not  looking  to  the  action  of  Denmark.  Whbn 
^ntlemen  bring  up  the  argument  to  which  I  have 
just  alluded,  the v  are  coming  back  to  the  question, 
who  shall  give  tne  notice?  So  far  from  that  con- 
stituting any  reason  why  the  Senate  and  the 
President  should  give  notice,  I  think  it  the  very 
reason  why  they  cannot  do  it;  because,  if  the  act 
when  done  is  to  operate  so  as  to  abrogate  the 
treaty— both  as  a  contract  with  a  foreign  nation 
and  as  a  law  for  our  own  people,  as  provided  in 
t^is  treaty — it  is  clear  that  the  law-making  power 
alone  can  do  that  act. 

Mr.  CASS.  Mr.  President,  I  do  not  rise  to 
argue  this  question.  I  am  generally  in  favor  of 
the  reference  of  all  resolutions  of  inquiry  to  com- 
mittees, because  I  go  for  the  largest  latitude  in 
such  matters;  but  I  am  opposed  to  this  resolution, 
find  I  shall  vote  against  it,  and  I  desire  briefly  to 
state  the  reason. 

I  do  not  desire  any  committee  to  inquire  for  me 
what  is  the  construction  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  After  all,  it  is  a  mere  question  as 
to  the  construction  of  the  Constitution.  I  mean, 
so  far  as  respects  my  action,  to  determine  that 
point  for  myself. 

The  question  has  been  correctly  stated  to  be  as 
to  who  are  the  parties  to  the  instrument.  The 
parties  are  the  United  States  on  the  one  side,  and 
the  proper  authorities  of  Denmark,  whoever  they 
may  be,  on  the  other.  It  is  none  of  our  business 
whether  their  authorities  are  a  king  or  a  legisla- 
tive council;  that  is  a  matter  with  which  we  have 
nothine  to  do.  The  treaty  is  between  the  author- 
ities of  Denmark  and  the  United  States.  The 
United  States,  in  their  Federal  capacity,  have 
said,  as  a  party  to  the  original  compact,  on  the 
occurrence  of  a  certain  event,  this  treaty  shall  be 
void.  Now,  allow  me  to  say  to  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Collamer,]  that 
Uie  distinction  which  he  draws  is,  according  to 
my  view,  without  foundation.  If  a  notice  under 
the  treaty  is  valid  the  treaty  is  void,  and  there  is 
an  end  of  it 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  Will  the  Senator  allow 
me? 

Mr.  CASS.  I  understood  the  gentleman  per- 
fectly, and  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  necessity 
for  an  interruption.  He  draws  a  distinction.  He 
■ays  in  the  first  place  the  treaty  operates  here  on 
our  people,  aad  next  abroad;  but  he  maintains  that 
in  order  to  terminate  it  here  there  must  be  a  law 
passed  by  Congress.  I  say  that  the  termination 
of  the  treaty  requires  no  law;  the  simple  point  is 
whether  the  treaty  is  terminated  under  its  own 
provisions.  If  so,  it  requires  no  law,  but  its  term- 
ination is  equally  obligatory  upon  our  own  peo- 
ple, as  on  the  foreign  country. 

The  honorable  l^nator  flpom  Maine  [Mr.  Pes- 
sendek]  has  said  that  this  notice  devolves  on 
Congress — on  the  Government  of  the  United 
States.  In  testing  cmestions  like  this  the  term, 
**  6h>vernment  of  the  United  States/'  is  one  of  an 


exceeding  loose  description;  you  will  not  find  it 
in  the  Constitution.  The  6overnment  of  the 
United  States  is  divided  into  various  departments. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  My  language  may  have 
been  a  little  inaccurate;  but  what  1  meant  was  that 
there  were  two  parties  to  the  treaty;  one  was 
Denmark,  and  the  other  the  United  States  of 
America.  The  United  States  of  America  acts 
only  through  its  Qt)vernment,  and  the  question 
is  what  constitutes  the  Government  ? 

Mr.  CASS.  That  is  precisely  what  I  am  speak- 
ine  of.  The  question  is,  who  is  the  Government; 
who  is  the  party  I  or  rather,  what  department  of 
the  Federal  authority  is  charged  by  the  people 
with  the  right  of  giving  this  notice?  So  far  as 
respects  foreign  Governments,  the  President  and 
the  Senate  are  the  Government  in  the  making  of 
treaties.  So  far  as  regards  the  recognition  of  for- 
eign embassadors,  the  President  is  the  Govern- 
ment; that  is  to  say,  he  is  vested  with  all  the 
powers  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  on  that 
subject.  Congress  constitutes  the  Government 
with  respect  to  the  power  of  legislation.  They 
are  the  Government  in  the  passage  of  laws. 

Then,  after  all  these  distinctions, we  must  come 
back  to  the  plain  fact  and  inquire  which  depart- 
ment of  the  Government  has  the  power  under  this 
convention  to  give  the  notice  reouired.  That  is 
the  whole  matter.  It  does  not  aevolve  on  Con- 
gress, because  Congress  is  the  legislative  power, 
any  more  than  it  does  on  the  President  because 
he  has  the  power  of  recognizing  foreign  ministers. 
It  does  not  devolve  on  Congress  by  virtue  of  their 
being  the  law-making  power.  A  treaty  is  not  a 
law,  in  the  strict  construction  of  the  term.  At 
any  rate,  it  is  not  a  law  deriving  its  force  from  the 
legislative  power.  I  ^rant,  it  has  the  effect  of  a 
law,  under  our  Constitution ;  but  it  derives  its 
force  fVom  the  act  of  the  President  and  Senate. 
My  view  is — I  shall  simply  state  it  without  argu- 
ing it— that  the  same  power,  in  our  intercourse 
with  foreign  nations,  which  has  a  right  to  make 
a  treaty,  has  a  right  to  annex  any  conditions  it 
pleases  as  to  the  termination  of  that  treaty,  by 
giving  notice;  and  in  the  contingency  provided 
for  by  the  treaty,  the  notice  may  be  ffivcn.  There 
are  many  laws  on  the  statute-book  by  which  the 
President  is  authorized  to  do  certain  things,  on 
the  occurrence  of  a  ffiven  event.  There  are  many 
laws  saying,  that  if  the  President  ascertains  that 
foreign  duties  are  so  and  so,  our  duties  shall  be 
no  more  than  a  certain  rate. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  There  is  an  express  pro- 
vision as  to  who  is  to  give  notice  in  such  cases. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  am  merely  meeting  the  argu- 
ment, that  in  this  case  there  must  be  a  law.  The 
treaty  being  a  contract,  that  portion  of  it  which 
provided  that  notice  should  be  given  is  binding, 
and  those  having  the  power  to  give  it  are  indicated 
by  the  treaty. 

Mr,  TOUCEY.  I  wish,  if  possible,  to  bring 
this  question  to  a  test.  If  this  treaty  is  termin- 
ated, is  it  terminated  by  law  or  by  the  contract 
between  the  two  Governments  ?  iSfow,  I  under- 
take to  say,  that  it  is  aq^indisputable  proposition 
that,  when  the  notice  is  given,  (no  matter  who 
fives  it,)  the  treaty  is  terminated  by  the  contract 
between  the  two  Governments — uie  assent  of 
Denmark  on  the  one  side,  and  the  assent  of  the 
United  States  on  the  other. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.    Will  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator  allow  me  to  ask  him  whether  the  single  point 
]Jiere  is  not  what  constitutes  notice  under  the 
treaty? 

Mr.  TOUCEY.  Certainly  it  is;  and  that  is 
the  point  to  which  I  am  coming,  and  I  tim  reach- 
ing it  by  considering  that  which  inevitably  leads 
to  it.  I  ask,  how  is  the  treaty  terminated?  By 
the  legislative  power  of  this  Government  or 
the  legislative  power  of  Denmark?  No,  it  is 
terminated  by  contract — that  is,  by  treaty.  If  it 
is  terminated  by  treaty  the  question  is,  who  makes 
the  treaty  in  its  complete  state?  If  it  is  termin- 
ated by  law,  we  know  what  is  the  law-making 
power  in  this  Government.  If  it  is  terminated 
oy  treaty,  it  is  another  body  in  this  Government 
that  maKes  the  contract.  It  seems  to  me  that  it 
is  impossible  to  escape  from  this  view. 

I  will  suppose  that  notice  had  been  given  by 
all  branches  of  this  Government,  if  you  please, 
executive,  legislative,  and  judicial,  so  that  there 
could  be  no  question  about  it.  Then  the  inquiry 
is,  how  was  the  treaty  terminated?  I  say  it 
would  be  terminated  by  the  consent  of  this  Grov- 


emment  and  the  Government  of  Denmark,  and 
that  consent  is  in  the  form  of  a  treaty,  and  that 
treaty  must  be  made  by  the  treaty-making  power 
of  this  Government.  It  is  a  quesuon  now  wnether 
you  shall  go  back  to  the  state  of  thin^  which 
exisCed  before  this  treaty  was  made  ?  It  is  simply 
a  treaty-making  question.  It  involves  only  a 
treaty-making  question.  It  invokes  on  the  part 
of  this  Government  only  the  exercise  of  that  dis- 
cretion which  makes  a  treaty  or  a  contract  with 
another  Grovemment ;  and,  therefore,  when  it 
says  **  the  United  States,"  it  has  reference  to  the 
United  States  in  that  capacity  where  the  power 
is  vested  to  make  and  unmake  contracts. 

It  seems  to  me,  upon  reflection,  (and  the  more 
I  think  of  it  the  more  I  am  convinced,)  that  it 
would  be  as  absurd  to  attempt  to  terminate  the 
treaty  by  law  (when  it  would  not  be  the  hw  that 
terminated  it,  because  it  does  not  require  a  law, 
but  is  terminated  by  notice  given  under  the  treaty) 
as  it  would  be  to  say  that  the  notice  must  oe 
given  by  thejudiciary  because  the  judiciary  rep- 
resents the  Gfcvernment  in  one  respect. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  am  sorry  to  interrupt 
the  Senator,  but  I  must  say  that  nobody  contends 
that  the  treaty  Would  be  terminated  oy  merely 
passing  a  law  to  that  effect.  That  is  not  con- 
tended. 

Mr.  TOUCEY.    Certainly  not. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  It  is  sinaply  contended 
that  a  law  is  necessary  to  authorize  the  notice^ 
not  that  the  law  has  that  effect. 

Mr.  TOUCEY.  The  law  does  not  authorize 
the  notice.  It  is  the  treaty  which  provides  for 
the  notice.  It  is  embodied  in  the  treaty,  and  in 
pursuance  of  that  treaty,  made  with  the  consent 
of  Denmark,  you  give  the  notice.  When  the 
notice  is  given,  it  comes  back  to  the  question, 
what  is  the  character  of  that  act?  I  say  it  is 
contrary  to  the  genius  of  this  Government  that 
we  should  go  into  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  debate  not  a  question  of  war  or  peace,  but  t 
mere  question  of  treaty  relations  between  this 
country  and  another.     We* are  called  on,  then,  to 

fo  into  another  branch  of  the  Government  that 
as  nothing  to  do  with  it,  and  debate  the  propri- 
ety of  a  new  arrangement  of  the  treaty  relatioM 
of*^the  United  States.  I  say  it  belongs  to  the 
Gt)vemment,  and  because  it  is  not  a  legislative 
act,  but  is  an  act  which  is  a  part  of  the  contract- 
that  is,  of  the  treaty  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments— the  treaty -making  power  must  act  upon 
it,  and  act  exclusively. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  Mr.  President,  I  sup- 
pose  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  will  admit 
that  the  termination  of  this  treaty  must  be  a  con- 
sequence of  the  notice  given.  The  treaty,  though 
it  authorizes  a  notice,  and  by  its  expR'ss  stipula- 
tions provides  that  it  shall  oe  term  mated  within 
a  certain  period  after  notice  being  given,  leaves  it 
all  dependent  on  the  act  of  notice.  It  is  that 
which  terminates  it.  Now,  I  would  ask  the  gen- 
tleman if,  in  bis  judgment,  a  President  of  the 
United  States,  under  such  a  treaty  «s  this,  of  his 
own  volition,  could  terminate  it  "by  notice,  law- 
fully and  consistently  with  the  Constitution  of 
this  country? 

Mr.  TOUCEY.  Not  without  the  consent  of 
the  Senate.  I  think  the  treaty-making  power 
could  give  the  consent. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  The  President,  then, 
could  not  do  it.  Well,  sir,  as  the  act  of  notice  is 
the  fatal  act  which  is  to  put  an  end  to  the  treaty-— 
the  efllcacious  act  which  is  to  accomplish  the 
purpose  and  annul  that  which  was  before  a  law 
of  the  land— can  the  Senate  and  the  President  of 
the  United  States  do  it?  If  so,  where  in  the  Con- 
stitution does  the  gentleman  find  any  such  dis- 
cretionary power  conferred  on  the  President,  or 
on  the  President  and  the  Senate  ? 

I  take  it  as  an  undeniable  general  pronosiuon, 
that  all  the  political  powers  which  are  delegated 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  are  to  be 
exercised  by  the  whole  political  owni^ation  oi 
the  Government,— the  Confess  of  the  Uniwa 
States  and  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
The  treaty-making  power  is  essentially  a  poUti- 
cal  power  in  the  ^vernment.  The  terminatJon 
of  treaties  is  a  poUtical  power.  It  excludes  alto- 
getherthe  idea  su^^ested  that  you  might  bni« 
the  judiciary  into  the  questi-on.  Not  at  all.  ij 
is  a  political  power  conferred  on  the  politic^ 
department  of  the  Government,  and  ^P^^  ^ 
branches  of  it,  unless  some  om  is  parUcuiany 
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Mr.  MASON.  Mr.  Previcknt,  I  4o  not  tnean 
to  dtscuBs  the  right  or  the  power.  I  think  I  have 
said  all  that  is  necessary  on  -tliat.  fiut,*»ir,  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Aj^tucky,mt  the  oloae  of 
his  remarks,  somewhat  shif^  the  ^ound,  and 
doubted  the  iustice,oratleasttheexpedieney  and 
wisdom,  of  having  terminated  this  treaty  at  all, 
on  the  ground  that,  although  it  might  bean  im^ 
position,  it  was  one  which  had  acquired  some 
respect,  and  ought  to  be  entitled  to^urveneration, 
from  its  age.  He  said  that  we  were  treating 
harshly  a  poor  neishbor.  He. may  be  right  in  his 
views.  I  hare  only  to  say,  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States  differed  from  aun,  and  advised  th6 
President  to  give  this  notice.  I  confess  that  I 
went  with  the  Senate  upon  the  maxim  upon  which 
this  Government  has  always  acted.,  ever  since  it 
was  strong  enough  to  aet  on  its  own  maxim — 
'*  Millions  for  defense,  but  not  one  cent  for  trib- 
ute"  to  any  Power.  I  believe  that  is  ihe  i^iirit  of 
ihe  American  people. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  Mr.  Pr^aiddnt,  it  is 
just  the  sort  of  answsr  that  might  be  espected 
Arom  my  friend  from  Viiginia,  who  is  anxiouAto 
vindicate  all  that  has  been  done  in  this  matter. 
Let  (me  tell  him,  however,  that  his  noble  maxim 
and  that  of  the  'Gknrevnment,  **  Not  <a  cent  for 
tribute,  but  millions  for  defense,"  doesinot  apply 
(o  the  cafle  at  all.  It  is  notdemanded  as  a  tribute. 
If  it  was,  how  came  -be,  and  so  many  Senators 
who  preceded  him,  to«Ubroit  to  it? 

Mr.  MASON.  We  have  negotiated  mbout  it 
for  years.  

Mr.  ORITTEND£N.  Negotiated  for  yeans, 
but  paid  it  all  the  -time. 

Mr.  MASON.'    Certainly. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  You  paid  tribute  all 
the  time !  No,  air,  you  did  not  pay  it  as  tribute 
all  the  time,  nor  at  any  time.  Vou  would  have 
scorned  it  at  any  time  ^as  tiibute.  It  was  not 
demanded  as  tribute.  If  the  giantleman  and  mv- 
self  ajs^ree  about  the  definition  of  Ihe  word  *'  trio- 
ttte,*'  he  will  agree  with  me  that  it  was  not  paid 
as  tribute.  It  is  not  a  tribute  like  that  which  you 
paid  the  Algerines  for  not  committiiu;  piracy  on 
you.  That  was  a  case  of  tribute.  No,  sir;  you 
paid  the  money  in^this  case  on  a  claim  -Which  all 
the  world  reco^zed,  so  far  at  least  as' to  pay 
rather  than  resist  the  payment.  Wiiethcr  well 
or  ill-founded,  it  was  rested -on  a  claim  of  right. 

Mr.  MASON.    We  could  notresistit,  if  it  was 

Afr.  CRITTENDEN.  AU  that  I  said  was, 
that  it  was  rested  upon  a  claim  of  right,  and  not 
upop  a  claim  of  tribute,  i  have  no  idea  that  the 
Senator  shall  place  me  in  the  attitude  of  one  will- 
ing to  pay  tribute  to  anybody  here -or  elsewhere. 
No,  sir,  I  pay  no  tribute;  but  I  do  not  wish  to  go 
to  law  for  a  cent,  much  less  would  I  eo  to  war 
with  my  neighbor  for  a  cent,  nor  fill  the  world 
with  loud  proclamations  of  my  elevated  princi- 
ples— **  Millions  ibr  defense,  and  not  a  cent  for 
tribute.  '*  I  will  do  no  such  thing  in  my  private 
Intercourse,  nor  will  I  pursue  any  other  princi- 
ples in  my  public  intercourse  here  than  I  would 
m  my  private  relations.  I  believe  this  claim,  on 
the  part  of  Denmark,  is  not  well  founded;  but  I 
think  the  means  which  we  are  adopting  to  £€t  rid 
of  it  are  vastly  disproportioned  to  ihe  end  to  be 
accomplished .  I  regret  that  we  should  havegiven 
the  notice  in  the  time  and  in  the  manner  we  did, 
on  such  imperfeet  counsels  as  took  p^oe  on  the 
subject,  Mrithout  consulting  the  House  Of  Repre- 
sentatives, or  the  7>eople  of  the  United  States, 
whether  this  notice  should  be  given.  I  am  sorry 
that  we  should  have  been  in  such  hot  haste  to 
get  rid  of  this  payment.    These  are  my  views. 

Mr.  STUART.  Mr.  President,  I  do  notintend 
to  say  anythii^  upon  the  subject  in  respect  to- 
whicn  this  notice  has  been  given .  I  do  not  know 
that  I  should  have  said  anything  upon  the  ques- 
tion now  beforathe  Senate  atall^  but  for  twoiaots: 
first,  the  remarks  which  have  fhllen  from  my  dis* 
tinguished  colleague,  [Mr.  Cass,}  and  in  the  next 
|>lace,  a  very  sliffht  conversation  which  I  had 
with  the  honorable  Senator  irom  Virginia  at  the 
time  when  the  Senate  passed  the  origmal  resohi- 
tion,  of  which,  so  fhr  as  I  propose  to  do,  I. may 
speeik  with  propriety.  The  Senator  does  not  re- 
member it,  and  it  is  not  strange  that  he  does  not. 
When  the  resolution  was  introduced  I  asked  this 
question,  '*  Can  we  do  it?"  It  was  in  a  moment 
of  haste,  and  without  much  consideration.  The 
Senator  ispUsd,  *<  Yss;  provision  is  madeftnr ttin 


the  treaty."  Such  are  the  opinions  of  the  hon- 
orable Senator  to-day.  Toe  impression  that 
struck  me  then  was  but  the  impression  of  a  mind 
onsidering  instantaneously  the  powers  of  the 
Government.  But  the  discussion  to-day  has 
presented  the  question  before  the  Senate  and  the 
country  in  so  clear  and  "so  full  a  light,  that  it 
seems  to  me  it  is  not  only  worthy  of  serious  re- 
considemtion  now,  but  I  confess  that,  with  the 
l%hts  before  me,  the  construction  of  the  treaty  and 
the  construction  of  the  power  of  the  Government 
under  it  and  under  the  ConstftutioUf  are  matters 
of  doubt  at  least. 

The  Senator  from  Vermont  [Mr.  Collamsrj 
stated,  with  tliat  clearness  .peculiar  to  himself, 
the  characteristics  of  a  treaty.  It  is  a  contract 
with  the  foreign  Power  with  which  it  is  made;  it 
is  a  kiw  in  respect  to  tlie  United  States.  It  has 
been  equally  clearly  stated  that  the  power  exists 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to-abrojgate  at  its 
pleasure  any  treaty,  and  take  the  consequences; 
and  the  effect  of  «  j^'ovision  jretaining  the  power 
to  terminate  it  in  this  respect  is  to  end  it.  I  sub- 
mit there  is  no  difference  in  thei  signification  of 
the  word  **  terminate"or  *' abrogate  "in  thiscon* 
neotion.  The  efiect  of  retaining  the  power  to  do 
it  is  that  stated  so  clearly  by  the  Senator;  that  is, 
you  may  do  it  at  your  pleasure,  giving  no  cause 
of  complaint  whatever  to  the  contcactin^  party. 
'  Mr.  President,  there  is  another  consideration 
connected  with  this  subject.  The  people  of  the 
United  States  may  not  wish  to  terminate  the  treaty, 
and  then  it  becomes  important  to  consider  who 
possesses  the  power.  ^  I  apprehend,  that  if  the 
treaty  under  consideration  before  the  Senate  were 
-one  by  which  the<jtovernment  of  Denmark  stipu- 
lated to  pay  us  f  10,000,000  a  year,  the  Senate 
would  be  much  more  slow  in  coming  to  the  con- 
■dusion  that  this  mode  of  terminating  it  was  one 
which  the  people  of  the  United  States  had  con- 
ferred on  us  the  |>ower  to  do;  and  yet  that  ques- 
tion, as  one  of  constitutional  authority ,  would  be 
identical  with  the  question  now  before  us.  1  use 
the  illustration  in  order  to  ^ow  how  the  con- 
sideration of  a  question  of  mere  authority  may 
be  varied  in  consequence  of  the  results  to  flow 
&om  it. 

Mr.  President,  the  miestion  is,  who,  under  the 
treaty  and  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  has  power  to  give  the  notice?  Who  is  the 
medium  through  which  and  by  which  the  notice 
is  to  be  given?  It  was  well  intimated  by  the 
honorable  Senatorfrom  Connecticut,  that  it  would 
have  been  perfectly  competent  in  this  treaty  for 
Denmark  to  provide  that  the  €tueen  of  England 
should  give  the  notice;  and  the  treaty  wowd  be 
ended  when  the  Clueen  of  England  gave  the  notice. 

Why,  sir,  we  pass  laws  etery  day  saying  that, 
when  S  particular  state  of  things  Shall  «xi8t,  Ihe 
President  tfhail  terminate  the  law;  and  he  would 
have  no  power  to  terminate  it  without  the  lav. 
So  we  confer  the  power  on  the  head  of  a  Depart* 
ment,  or  any  other  individual;  but  it  is  in  virtue 
of  the  kw  and  the  law  alone  that  he  possesses  the 
power.  It  was  competent  for  the  treaty-makine 
power,  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  to  have  said  that  thistreaty  should  remain 
in  force  ten  years  and  thereaAer  until  terminated 
by  a  notice  given  by  either  party,  and  if  by  the 
llnited  States  of  America  given  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States.  Then  the  treaty,  in  its  legal 
effect,  in  its  American  effect,  as  a  law,  would 
have  constituted  the  President  the  person  lo  give 
the  notice.  So  the  treaty  might  have  conferred 
it  on  the  Governor  of  theBtate  of  New  York,  or 
any  other  individual;  but  has  the  treaty  done  it? 
The  treaty  has  simply  reserved  to  me  United 
States  the  power.  Where  is  the  authority  in  the 
United  States  ?  Who  can,  for  the  United  States, 
terminate  the  treaty  ?  The  ^nly  doubt  that  struck 
my  mind  when  the  question  was  raised  was  this: 
the  President  being  the  only  person  under  our 
Government  who  con  speak  to. a  foreign  Power 
witliout  any  provision  of  law,  had  he  not  the 
•power  alone  at  his  pleasure  to  say  so  ?  But,  sir, 
to  the  extent  claimed  he  has  not. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
to  the  exact  terms  of  the  treaty,  and  to  carry  out 
an  idea^hich  I  thought  the  Senatorfrom  Ver- 
mont had  in  his  mind,  but  which  he  did  not 
present  to  the  Senate,  or  which  I  thought  he  did 
not.    The  language  of  the  treaty  is  peoiliar: 

<<The  preaent  convention  nball  be  in  forc«  for  ten  yean 
-torn  tiM  dste  iMreof,  sad  ftirther  for  th«  taoi  of  ens  year 


after  either  of  the  contrscting  partlef  ihaU  have  gir^ 
notice  to  the  other  oriu  intenuou  to  terminate  the  iMne.** 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  The  treaty  declares  that 
one  year  after  notice  has  been  given  it  shall  ceast 
to  have  effect.  I  said  that,  inasmuch  as  it  was 
so  provided,  and  as,  by  the  terms  of  the  treaty, 
the  notice  must  be  given  by  the  United  States, 
the  law-making  power  of  the  country  must  give 
the  notice,  so  as  to  have  effect.  So  far  from  that 
giving  power  to  the  President,  it  is  the  very 
reason  why  it  could  not  do  so. 

Mr.  STUART.  If  the  construction  were  to  be 
founded  on  the  words  I  -have  road,  and  those 
words  alone,  the  President  might  give  notice  of 
the  intention  of  the  United  States  to  terminate 
the  treaty  at  any  time  within  one  vear  after  that 
notice,  and  a  law  might  be  enaoten  which  would 
terminate  it.  But  the  whole  clause  read  in  con* 
neotion,  as  just  suggested  by  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Vermont,  which  4eclare8  that  in  om 
year  aiWr  thatnotice  the  treaty  shall  be  terminated, 
brings  us  to  the  construction  of  that  article  upon 
the  same  principle  as  if  it  had  been  a  simple  re^ 
ervation,  giving  to  the  United  States  the  power 
to  terminate  the  treaty  on  one  year's  notice. 

I  ask  the  question,  what  individual  holdinr 
authority  under  the  Constitution  of  the  Unitea 
States,  in  the  ahsence  of  any  law,  has  the  power 
to  give  the  notice  ?  Can  geiintlemoni tins  day,  tell 
me  what  person  clothed  with  authority  by  tbo 
United  Btatss  is  now  in  vxisteooe  who  can  say, 
**f  hold  the  power  in  conseouence  of  the  oftce 
with  which  the  people  of  the  United  States  havt 
clothed  me,  to  terminate  any  treaty  wherein  the 
United  States  have  reserved  the  power  to  do  i^ 
by  giving  notice?"  That  presents  the  question, 
who  is  the  officer,  or  where  is  the  authority  ?  The 
truth  is  that,  although  this  is  a  power  reserved  to 
the  United  States  to  terminate  the  treaty,  the 
United  States  has  not  yet  designated  who  riiall 
give  the  notice;  and  under  that  clause  of  the  trea^ 
It  is  competent  for  Congress  to  ^ss  a  law  this 
day  authorizing  the  Emperor  of  r ranee  togi^ 
the  notice,  and  terminate  it.  Congress  msypasi 
a  law  this  day  authorizing  the  Emperor  of  France, 
or  anybody  else,  to  give  mis  notice,  and  terminate 
the  treaty.  So,  also,  they  may  authorixe  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  give  the  notice; 
so  they  may  authorize  the  individiud  representing 
this  Crovemment  at  the  Danish  Court,  or  at  ai^ 
other  Court,  to  g^ve  the  notice;  and  when  given 
under  the  authority  of  the  law-makii^  power  it 
will  be  binding  on  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
and  not  until  then. 

I  deify  that,  because  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  has  conferred  on  the  Prerident  and 
the  Senate  the  power  to  make  a  treaty,  it  is  to  be 
inferred  that  the  President  and  the  Senate  have 
the  po¥wr  to  terminate  a  treaty ,  without  the  treaty 
specifying  that  they  shall  exercise  that  express 
authority.  I  admit  that,  under  our  Constiuition, 
a  treaty  when  made  is  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land,  and  anything  put  into  it  that  does  not  con- 
travene, in  terms  or  in  direct  effect,  the  Constiiu- 
tion,  is  binding  on  everybody  within  our  domin- 
ions. So  we  could  have  provided  that  the  noti^ 
in  this  case  should  be  given  by  the  President  ana 
the  Senate,  or  by  the  President  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  Senate;  it  would  have  been  bindiD& 
and  the  House  could  have  had  nothing  to  do  with 
it.  But  there  is  a  naked  reservation  of  the  power 
to  give  the  notice,  without  saying  who  shall grw 
it,  and  the  person  who  is  to  give  it  is  jret  to  he 
indicated  by  a  law. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  on  t» 
Amendment  offered  by  the  Senator  from  Virginia. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  understoodthat wafoccttptad 
by  the  mover  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Certahily;Iaceeptthe«meiid- 

ment  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Then  the  question  it » 
the  resolution  as  amended.  .  . 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Mydcsire  is  simply  tobnl« 
this  matter  before  the  coipmittee,  and,  in  orwrtj 
accomplish  thia,  I  shall  not  stand  on  the  form  of 
the  resolution.  I  am  aware  that  it  is  aigamen^ 
tive,  and  involves,  perhaps,  a  reflection  upon  tha 
course  of  the  Executive;  but  I  adopted  thw  loim 
from  a  desire  that  the  resolution  should  ^^* 
whole  story  on  its  face,  and  speak  for  J^*^-^^ 
ample  debate  that  has  occiurred  has  supersedea 
all  such  desire.  The  subject  is  fully  before  m 
Senate,  and  I  doubt  not  will  receive  the  attention 
of  the  c«»nmittee. 
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on  principles  not  embraced  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  this  court. 

I  certainly  can  have  no  personal  objection  to 
reliving  this  Committee  on  Claims  entirely  from 
any  jabor — certainly  not;  but  I  wish  gentlemen 
to  understand  precisely  the  principles  on  which 
this  bill  originated.  The  Court  of  Claims  has  a 
limited  jurisdiction.  If  gentlemen  will  just  reflect 
for  a  few  moments,  they  will  remember  that  there 
is  no  limit  to  the  jurisdiction  or  power  of  this  Con- 
gress except  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
StatM.  Why,  sir,  the  right  of  petition  is  not 
only  sacred,  but  a  man  has  a  perfect  and  undis- 
puted right  to  come  before  this  body  at  any  time, 
and  ask  Congress  to  appropriate  any  amount  of 
money,  without  rhyme  or  reason;  and  if  Congress 
be  of  opinion  that  the  case  is  a  meritorious  one, 
they  can  exercise  jurisdiction,  dispense  with  the 
rules  of  law  and  equity,  and  grant  the  appropri- 
ation. Now  there  is  not  a  gentleman  on  tJiis  floor 
who  entertains  the  idea  that  that  court  could  do 
such  a  thing  as  that.  It  never  was  thought  of  to 
give  them  such  jurisdiction.  The  great  design  of 
tlic  bill  organizing  it  was  to  have  furnished  to 
the  House  and  to  the  Committee  on  Claims  the 
outlines  of  the  case,  the  legal  rules  and  the  facts. 
And  then  arises  another  jurisdiction.  And  I  say 
to  the  gentlemen  who  have  spoken  on  the  other 
side  that,  after  a  little  experience,  they  will  find  (I 
speak  advisedly  on  this  subject)  that  that  court 
will  report  to  this  House  bills  in  which  they  will 
declare  to  you  that  they  have  no  jurisdiction,  and 
will  yet  recommend  them  to  the  equity  of  this 
body.  There  are  cases,  I  repeat,  which  tliat 
court,  having  a  circumscribed  jurisdiction,  acting 
under  general  rules  and  laws — laying  down  these 
laws,  and  living  up  to  their  provisions — cannot 
reach  either  by  general  rules  of  law  or  equity; 
and  it  will  recommend  them  to  the  superior  and 
unlimited  equity  of  Congress,  stating  distinctly 
in  its  reports  that  it  cannot  embrace  the  cose 
either  by  the  rules  of  law  or  of  equity. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  only  object  that  I  have 
in  view  is  to  nave  the  subject  freely  discussed 
and  understood.  If  it  be  the  will  of  the  House 
to  send  the  reports  of  the  Court  of  Claims  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Private 
Calendar  I  have  no  objection;  but  I  feel,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  I  owe  it  to  myself,  having  been  a 
member  of  that  committee,  and  having  taken  an 
active  part  in  the  passage  of  the  bill,  to  say,  with- 
out any  hesitation,  that,  if  I  had  not,  on  that  oc- 
casion, assured  .the  committee  that  it  was  not  in- 
tended to  take  the  matter  out  ot  their  jurisdiction, 
I  would  never  have  got  the  sanction  of  that  com- 
mittee to  it,  and  would  never  have  been  author- 
ized to  report  it.*  I  owe  it  to  the  committee  and 
I  owe  it  to  myself  to  state  here  this  fact.  Besides, 
I  do  not  believe  that  it  would  facilitate  business 
to  have  matter  come  into  the  House  without  in- 
vestigation by  the  committee.  If  so,  who  is  to 
answer  for  it.  No  doubt  some  gentleman  having 
the  claimant  amon^  his  constituents  may  rise  in 
his  place  and  give  mformation  aboiit  it.  He  may 
be  perfectly  familiar  with  it,  because  he  will  have 
dedicated  uays  or  nights  to  its  examination.  He 
may  getup  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  be 
able  to  explain  the  whole  case;  but  he  will  not 
stand  in  the  House  in  the  relation  of  a  responsible 
committee. 

And  now  let  me  ask  the  gentleman  from  Slbth 
Carolina,  on  whom  is  any  gentleman,  not  having 
had  time  to  devote  to  the  investigation  of  the  case, 
to  call  for  information  ?  He  cannot  call  upon  the 
Committee  on  Claims^  if  the  subject  be  not  re- 
ferred to  it,  but  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House.  If  it  be  a  subject  relating  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  or  if  it  be  a  matter 
relating  to  any  other  committee,  he  would  be  in- 
clined to  call  upon  the  gentlemen  of  that  commit- 
tee for  information.  He  would  say, "  I  have  not 
had  time  to  investigate  this  matter;  it  has  had  the 
approval  of  your  judgment.  I  want  to  ascertain 
certain  facts,  and  I  cannot  ascertain  them  by  my- 
self." 

I  want  to  state  that  these  are  the  grounds  and 
principles  on  which  that  court  was  organized.  It 
was  to  bring  within  the  purview  of  this  House  the 
very  bases  and  principles  on  which  it  should  act. 
It  was  to  give  us  that  kind  of  information  which 
requires  the  indorsement  of  a  committee.  This 
House,  for  instance,  may  be  of  opinion  that  a 
certain  matter  is  highly  expedient,  and  the  court 
may  report  bills  on  the  subject  which  would  saviB 


millions  of  dollars.  There  are  cases — hundreds 
of  them,  over  which  the  Court  of  Claims  has  no 
jurisdiction,  but  which  fall  strictly  and  entirely 
within  the  purview  of  the  Constitution;  and  it  is 
on  that  account  that  I  think  the  reports  should  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Clauns.  I  repeat, 
however,  that,  so  far  as  that  committee  is  con- 
cerned, they  have  no  objection  to  your  relieving 
tliem  from  labor.     ' 

Mr.  DAVIDSON.  I  desire  to  be  informed  if 
the  object  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
is,  first,  to  clothe  the  Court  of  Clainis  with  the 
power  of  adjudicating  on  these  cases,  and  then 
clothe  on6  of  the  committees  with  the  power  of 
annulling  the  judgment  rendered  by  the  Court  of 
Claims  ?    Is  that  the  object  ? 

Mr.  JONES.  No,  sir.  In  the  first  place,  it 
was  never  thought  of  on  this  floor  to  give  the 
court  power  to  adjudicate  finally;  and  in  the  next 
place,  it  is  not  now  proposed  to  give  your  com- 
mittee power  to  annul  the  judgment  of  the  court; 
not  at  all.  The  committee  must  report  one  way 
or  the  other;  must  report  the  facts  with  their 
opinion;  and  let  Congress  take  its  course. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  would  Uke  to  answer  the  inquiry 
of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Jones.] 
He  says,  if  these  claims  are  to  be  referred  imme- 
diately to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  to 
whom  are  you  to  apply  for  information  in  regard 
to  them  ?  Why,  sir,  1  would  apply  to  the  report 
that  accompanies  the  bill  from  the  Court  of 
Claims,  which  contains  the  facts  upon  which  the 
judgment  of  the  court  is  made  up,  and  full  inform- 
ation in  reference  to  any  item  embraced  in  the 
bill. 

Another  point  which  the  gentleman  mads  in 
reference  to  the  difliculties  which  have  heretofore 
existed  in  the  investi^tions  made  by  the  standing 
committees  of  the  House  was,  that  they  were 
obliged  to  reply  upon  ex  parte  testimony.  Well, 
sir,  will  not  the  same  dimculty  occur  again  if  the 
policy  recommended  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  be  adopted,  and  Uiese  reports  are 
referred  to  the  various  committees  of  the  House  ? 
Will  they  not  again  be  com{>elled  to  hear  testi- 
mony, and  in  cases  where  the  application  has 
been  rejected  by  the  court,  will  not  they  be  over- 
whelmed by  the  applications  of  the  parties  con- 
cerned to  introduce  ex  paHe testimony? 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
I  insist  upon  carrying  out  the  rule  laid  down  by 
the  Speaker  the  other  day,  that  when  a  gentleman 
yielded  the  floor  to  another  gentleman  he  yielded 
It  altogether. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania had  no  right  to  transfer  the  floor  to  the 
gentleman  from  Soutli  Carolina,  except  by  the 
general  consent  of  the  House. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  would  inauirc 
of  the  Chair  if  the.  hour  has  not  arrived  which 
was  assigned  for  the  consideration  of  the  report 
from  the  Committee  of  Elections  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  House  fixed  the  time 
at  which  to  consider  the  matter  in  reference  to 
the  Kansas  contested  election  at  one  o'clock  to- 
day. That  hour  has  arrived,  but  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Jones]  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  How  did  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  get  the  floor?  I  thought  he  had,  by 
yielding,  transferred  his  right ^o  it. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  have  never, 
to  my  knowledge, transferred  the  floor  to  any  one. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  explain.  The 
floor  was  assigned  to  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania upon  the  question  of  the  reference  of  the 
report  received  from  the  Court  of  Claims.  Th« 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  however,  asked 
leave  to  answer  a  question  which  had  been  pro- 
pounded, and  the  floor  was  yielded  to  him  by  tlie 
general  consent  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Was  the  question  submitted 
to  the  House,  whether  there  was  general  consent? 

The  SPEAKER.    No  objection  was  made. 

Mr.  ORR.  Upon  this  question  of  order  I  beg 
leave  to  say,  that  the  rules  of  tlie  House,  I  believe, 
allow  one  gentleman  to  interrupt  another  in  the 
course  of  his  remarks,  for  the  purpose  of  expla- 
nation .  The  practice  has  invariably  been  to  allow 
interruptions  for  the  purpose  of  explanation.  It 
was  for  explanation  that  1  rose,  and  I  did  not  sup- 
pose I  interfered  by  it  in  any  way  with  the  gentle- 
man's  right  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  have  transferred  the  floor  to 
no  one. 


The  SPEAKER.  When  a  gentleman  who  has 
once  spoken  upon  the  auestion  pending  asks  to 
interrupt  another  upon  the  floor,  tiie  Chair  thinks 
the  member  occupying  the  floor  has  the  right  to 
yield  for  explanation;  but  if  he  yields  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  an  opportunity  for  makinsr 
general  remarks,  he  does  it  at  his  own  risk  of 
losing  the  floor  altogether. 

Mr.  BOYCE.  The  hour  assigned  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Kansas  contested-election  case 
having  arrived,  is  not  that  the  business  before 
the  House? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  hour  has  arrived,  but 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  is  entitled  to  the 
floor. 

Mr.  JONES.  If  I  yield  the  floor  now,  shall  I 
be  entitled  to  it  again  when  the  subject  comes  up 
hereafter  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  gentleman  yields  to 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  he  loses  his 
privilege  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  onler. 
When  the  discussion  of  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections  was  postponed  to  to-day,  the 
gentleman  fVom  South  Carolina  was  entitled  to  the 
floor.  I  hold,  therefore,  that  the  hour  having 
arrived  to  which  that  subject  was  postponed,  it  is 
the  business  legitimately  before  the  House,  do 
matter  what  may  intervene.  Tlie  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  is  entitled  to  the  floor;  and  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  will  be  entitled  to 
uie  floor  upon  the  question  of  referring  the  rej)ort 
from  the  Court  of  Claims,  whenever  that  subject 
comes  again  before  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  the  gen- 
tleman  from  Georgia  is  correct.  The  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  has  the  right  to  call  for  the 
regular  order  of  business,  which  is  the  consider- 
ation of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections. 

Mr.  JONES.  Do  I  undersUod  that  I  am  enti- 
tled to  the  floor  when  this  matter  comes  up  again? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  will  be  en- 
titled to  the  floor. 

MILITARY  ACADEMY  BILL. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  move  that  the 
two  bills  that  were  reported  from  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  last 
evening,  may  be  taken  up  and  passed. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  can  be  done  only  by 
unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  to  yield  the  floor  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  BOYCE.  I  will  with  great  pleasure,  if  I 
do  not  thereby  lose  iny  right  to  the  floor. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  wUl  not  lose 
his  right. 

The  bill  of  the  House  making  appropriatiooi 
for  the  support  of  the  Military  Academy  for  the 
year  ending  30th  June,  1857,  was  then  taken  up 
for  consideration,  the  pending  question  bein?  on 
the  motion  to  recommit  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  withdraw  the  motion  to 
recommit,  and  move  the  previous  question  on 
the  engrossment  of  the  bill. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  put;  and  under  the 
operation  thereof,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time,  and  being  en- 
^Igrossed,  it  was  accordingly  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  CAMPBELLmoved  the  previous qucslion 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  oraered  to  be  put;  and  being  put, 
the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  moved  that  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  passed  be  reconsidered,  and 
also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid 
on  the  tabic;  which  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PURYEAR  stated  that  his  colleague  [Mr. 
Reade]  had  paired  ofl*  until  the  15th  instant  witA 
Mr.  Tappan. 

INVALID  PENSION  BILL. 

The  bill  of  the  House  making  appropriations 
for  the  payment  of  invalid  and  other  pensions  of 
the  United  States  for  the  year  ending  30th  June, 
1857,  was  next  taken  up  for  consideration; and  Uie 
amendment  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  was  concurrea 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time,  and,  b^ing  engrosaed^t  was 
accordingly  read  the  thirJ  time  and  passed. 
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camp«nsaiion  (or  exliaguudiiiig  the  firo  on  bosrcl 
the  ■ipumpr  Rariun. 

Mr. JONES.   I  inBJBion  mymoiion  lo  adjourn. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  [Mr,  PiiMe]  CAn  aceompliHh  Ua  object 
under  the  rule  of  the  House. 

ADJOURNMENT  OVER. 

Mr.  KEITT.  I  move  that  when  the  Hou»e 
■djourni,  it  adjourn  to  n)«e(  again  on  Monday 

Mr.  MOBGATf .  Upon  that  I  demand  th«  yea* 
and  oaya. 

Tlie  ye«  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  waa  then  taken',  and  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  negaliTe — yeas  43,  nays  71;  a*  fol- 


8o  the  Mooaa  reruaed  lo  adjourn  over  until 
Monday. 

And  then,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Johei,  of  Ten- 
|]ea*ee,(at  three  o'clock  and  forty-6ve  minutea,) 
the  House  Bdjburnod  until  to-morrow,  at  ttrelve 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fbuat,  Mmxk  7, 1856. 
The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.     Prayer 
by  the  Chaplain,  Ret.  Dunal.  Waldo. 
The  Journal  ofycsterday  was  read  andapprorrd. 
The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  Grat  buaiuesa 
in  order  was  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  EUcctioQB. 

DEFENSE  OF  THE  DELAWARE. 


gialalure  of  Pennaylrania,  requesting  their  Sen- 
ators and  Rcpresenlatives  in  Congress  to  urge 
appropriations  to  complete  the  works  of  defense 
on  the  Delaware;  which  was  read,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  AQeirs,aDd  ordered  to  bo 
printed. 

ACTION  OF  THE  NAVAL  BOARD. 

Mr.  MILLSON,  by  unanimous  consent,  pre- 
sented the  resolutions  of  the  Oeneral  Assembly 
of  the  State  of  Virginia,  in  regard  to  the  action 
of  the  late  naval  board  appointed  "  to  promote 
tha  efflciency  of  the  Navy,''  ujidsr  the  act  of  the 
late  Congress. 

The  same  having  been  read, 

Mr.  MILLSON  aaid:  As  the  House  has  been 
kind  enough  to  altow  the  introduction  of  this  res- 
olution by  unanimouR  consent,  I  will  not,  in  sub- 
mitting a  motion  to  refer  and  print,  avail  myself 
of  tba  right  to  express  my  concurrence  in  the 

Mr.  BOCOCK.    If  the  genUeman  does,  I  shall 

Mr.  MILLSON.  As  I  have  not  been  absent 
from  the  city  roradoy  since  the  commencement  of  , 
the  Bcsaion,  and  am  desirous  of  returning  home,  j 
I  shntl  seek  an  early  opportunity,  p»rhapB  on  ! 
Monday  of  next  week,  to  speak  upon  the  general 
aubjecl  of  those  resolutions.  I  now  move  that . 
they  be  referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
ftir*,  and  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  call  for  the  regular  order 
of  business. 

Mr.  BUFFINTON.  I  ask  the  consent  of  the 
House  to  present  resolulionsorthc State  of  Massa- 
chuaetta,  in  reference  to  Kansas  and  the  Misaoiiri 


=°K 


RUFFIN     1  objtet 


Mr.  MAXWELL.  Ihavoinmyhandaevcral 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  OT  Florida,  which  1 
desire  to  present  snd  have  referred  lo  the  apnro- 
'  lo  not  care  to  bsve  inem 


Mr.  BUFFINTON,     I  objec 


id,  I  a 


e  Hon 


™ber  of  I 
will  object.  It  is  a  Senate  resolution,  providine 
for  the  final  adjustment  of  certain  cases  of  aopeal 
from  decisions  made  by  the  Auditor  of  the  Treas- 
ury for  the  Post  Ofiice  Department. 

Mr.  BUFFINTON.     I  object. 

Mr.  TYSON.  I  hold  in  my  hand  resolutionl 
unanimously  adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  Penn. 
sylvaiiia,  Inst  January,  referring  to  Dr.  Kane's 
expedition  to  the  Arctic  regions.  I  ask  the  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  present  them. 

Mr.  MAXWELL.  I  have  already  made  an 
eSbrI  to  introduce  resolutions  of  the  Le|iBlature 
of  Florida,  and  the  introduction  vras  objected  to 
by  a  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  I  think  it 
strange  that  similar  resolutions  should  be  allowed 
to  be  presented,  and  that  others  should  be  ob- 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Pennsylvania.  The  gen- 

tleman  is  mistaken.    No  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania objected  to  the  presentation  of  bis  reso- 

Mr.' BUFFINTON.    I  objected. 

Mr.  MAXWELL.  I  do  not  object  to  the  re- 
ception of  these  resolutions. 

Mr,  CLINGMAN.  1  insist  upon  the  regular 
order  of  business. 

ADJOURNMENT  OVER. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  move  that  when  the  Hoose 
adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  nest. 
My  reason  for  submitting  the  motion  is  this:  1 
have  been  condned  every  morning  this  week  by 
labor  upon  committees,  and  have  nad  no  time  to 
attend  to  the  J>UBincss  of  my  constituents  at  the 
Departments.  I  am  ready  at  all  limea  to  work- 
hard,  but  1  want  time  to  attend  lo  the  duties 
which  1  have  mentioned.  Moat  of  the  members 
arc,  undoubtedly,  situated  jiij^t  as  I  am.  There- 
fort,  I  submit  (he  motion. 

The  mouon  was  agreed  to. 


,  which  thus  Ar  have  chiefly  engaged  the  attention 

I  of  gentlemen  who  have  entered  upon  this  diHoi- 

j  simi.    Like  my  friend  from  DclBwore,  1  sm  in- 
clined to  view  the  case  purely,  and  entirely  in  in 

j  legal  aspects,  to  show,  if  I  can,  wherein  lie«  the 

j  power  of  this  House  overthisquestion.andvhu 

'  1  fee!  it  due  tf    " 


aayn. 


',  that  m 


proper  to  devolve  upon  myself  in 


JudgmenI 
he  has  fav. 


.  unanswerable  argument  « 
favored  this  House — an  argument  erinctng, 
beginning  to  end,  that  sharpness  of  intellect 


:  which  k 

I  lawyer.o ,     .^ 

,  principles  of  law,  enabling  bim  lo  sec  wherein  ii 
I  the  real  point  in  every  question  presented  for  een- 
I  aideration.  I  have  little  to  add  to  that  argument. 
I  My  province  will  be  to  back  him  np  in  the  pointi 
he  has  made,  and  in  doing  that  !  know  I  cannot 
I  promise  this  House  to  enlist  its  attention  by  iIh 
I  some  clearness  and  force  with  which  he  pre- 
I  sGoted  those  points. 

I  He  haa  so  fully  snticipoled  me,  that  I  <an 
I  promise  lo  do  but  little  more  than  repeal  the  ar- 
guments he  has  presented.  By  oblainmg  the  floor 
<  lW>m  me,  and  in  considering  this  question  Bolely 
in  its  legal  bearing,  he  has  taken  "  the  wind  oal 
.  of  my  BBils,"andl  must  be  content  to  follow  id 
I  his  wake.         ' 

I  In  the  first  place,  then,  I  propose  lo  address 
[  myself  to  the  inquiry  as  to  what  is  the  clisracler 
of  iliis  contest  between  Governor  Reedrr,and  Mr. 
;  Whitfield,  the  silting  Delegate  upon  this  Aoor. 


ing,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  lo  print 
one  thousand  extra  copies  of  the  report  of  the 
superintendent  ofthe  Government  hospilal  for  tlie 
insane,  for  his  use,  rcporlud  the  following  res- 
oluliun: 

pciinlondpnl. 

The  SPEAKER.  Tho  resolution  can  be  re- 
ceived  only  by  general  consent,  inasmuch  as'  a 
privileged  queslion  is  now  pending. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  1  demand  iba 
of  business. 

THE  KANSAS  ELECTION. 

ThcSPEAKER.    The  firs  tque  alio 

fallowing  resolution,  reported  by  the  Committee 
of  DecUona: 

K«olrB(,  Thai  the  Commilfe  nf  Eleciinn 

sre  hrreby,  enipowm^  tn  send  fttrperwHi*  and  piiiwr#,snd 
la  Fismine  wllnetsei  upon  uMli  iw  sftrDMtloa. 


It  occupied 
nn  Genfril 


1  a  regular  order 


Pending  the  cjuestion  on  agreeing  to  that  res- 
olution, IB  ihc  motion  ofthe  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  [.Mr.  BovcE,]  that  the  resohtlinn 
be  recommitted  to  the  Coinniittee  of  Elections, 
with  insiruciiuna.  On  that  question  tlic  gentleman 
from  Missouri  TMr.  Olitcr)  has  the  floor- 
Mr.  OLIVER  ihcn  addressed  the  House  for 
one  hour.  His  speech,  which  is  withheld  by 
him  for  revision,  will  be  published  in  thcAppen- 

He  was  followed  by  Messrs.  CUMBACK  and 
CULLEN,  who  hsvc  bIbo  withheld  their remnrks. 
They  will  appear  in  the  Appendix. 
Mr.  WALKER.  It  is  not  my  i 
to  enter  into  onylhinelikeanelabornli;  . 
of  this  queslion.  llie  brief  remarks  I  propose 
to  address  to  the  House  will  follow  very  much 
in  the  line  of  argument  which  we  have  just  lia- 
■nedtofromthegentlemanfVom  Delaware,  [Mr. 
ipcciallylo  avoid 
:e  exciting  to  pica 


is  the  legal  meaning  of  the  lerm  "eonlett;" 
Why,  sir,  necessarily  it  implies  a  controvenvin 
which  there  is  a  aubjecl-raalterrf  conflict,  sna  in 
which  there  are  leRpectivc  claimants  to  the  right. 
Now,  sir,  we  all  know  that,  in  every  case  of  s 
contested  election,  there  must  necessarily  be  a 
person  setting  up  at  least  a  eloim  o/  right  to  the 
seat  held  by  the  one  who  has  obtained  ibc  wiw 
facir  evidence  of  a  right  to  hold  (he  spat.  Well, 
if  that  be  the  case,  I  take  it  that  no  gentleman  w!iD 
hascnrefullyexamtncd  the  popers  which  form  the 
record  of  tlie  case  we  are  now  con siderioj,  will 
rise  (h>m  his  seat  upon  this  floor,  mid  conlcnd 
that  Governor  Reedcr  here  presents  himsclfin 

the  attitude  of  a  eonleslonl  for  the  — ■ ■"* 

byCencml  Whitfield. 

What  is  the  paper  he  has  served 
Whitfield  in  the  sVpe  of  a  nolice  ?  W  hat  is  me 
charncter  ofthe  paper  which  he  has  addicased  lo 
this  House  as  a  memorial  ?  There  is  not,  sit, » 
single  line  (tr  word  in  either  one  of  those  pal«r« 
niiiounlingtoanasBcrtion  of  a  right  vested  in  llim. 
self,  and  set  up  by  him  as  against  the  srisu/Kit 
title  ofthe  silting  Delegate,  Mr.  Whilfield.  Hu 
notice  is  bnl  a  complainl,  consisting  of  sUegatioB) 
against  the  legality  of  the  election  proceeding 
by  which  Mr.  Whitfield  obtained  his  seat  in  lUa 
House.  Did  any  lawyer  ever  hear  of  a  court  for 
inquiring  into  a  case  of  contested  election,  hear- 
ing and  examining  testimony,  and  pronouncing 
its  finni  adjudication,  unless  there  was  first  s 

iL  formal  tentislalion  presented  by  lotncinit  sBFrlis; 

"  Aij  otcn  righl,  denying  the  right  ofthe  then  iitcnm- 
benl.>  I  cnrc  not  whether  the  proceeding  be  hr  the 
old  writofoBoiran-anlo.orundcramorestimniiry 
process.    The  very  basis  of  the  whole  proceeding 


r.Lrz" 


denying  the  right  of  Ihe  incumbent. 
no  lawyer  upon  this  floor  will  gninaay  this  pnsi- 
lion.  This  being  the  case,  it  follows,  as  a  matter 
of  course,  that  inasmuch  OS  Governor  Reedeidooi 
himself  beforr  us  in  thatauilude.liert 


n  fact  n 


o  the  se 


I  puss  on  lo  another  point,  s 

of  the  laws  enacted  by  the  Legislati 

and  the  power  of  this  Hou"- 


in  fncl. 


..litorinl  govcr.....^...  .>..  .......— .- 

he  etMstUulioJi  iif  that  Ttrrilorfi,  and  it  dififrs 
jnly  irom  the  constilulions  of  the  Stales  in  this— 
hat  in  the  one  there  is  a  grant  of  power;  in  Ihe 
other  there  are  reslriclinna  of  power  primnfily 


sessed,    I  take  il 

organizing  the  territorial  govern 
Kansas  is  the  oiganic  or  constitutional 
that  Territory,  let  us  see  now  whatare  thi 


i  posin. 
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THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


March  7, 


Mr.  SIMMONS.  I  wiU  say  that  the  Com- 
fAittee  on  the  Judiciary  have  examined  this  case, 
and  they  concur  that  it  is  right.  1  would  suggest 
to  the  gentleman  that  the  communication  from  the 
Treasury  Department  be  read. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  have  no  objection.  It  em- 
bodies substantially  what  I  have  stated. 

The  communication  is  the  following: 

TRCAf  CRT  DtPAftTMKirr,  March  3, 1856. 

Sir:  I  have  the  lionorto  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a 
report  made  to  me  by  the  First  Comptroller  of  the  Trcaturyj 
■bowinc  that  he  has  now  before  hiin,  on  appeal,  a  claim  of 
George  \Vbitroan  for  a  draft  iiMUcd  in  hia  roror  by  the  Post 
Office  Department;  on  which  appeal  he  deems  it  unsnit- 
aUe  for  him  to  act,  Ibr  the  reason  he  made  tlie  original  decis- 
lon  in  the  case  wliilst  formerly  filling  the  office  of  Auditor 
of  tlte  Treasury  for  the  Post  Office  Departuient ;  and,  in 
order  to  provide  for  this  case,  as  well  as  others  which  may 
•rise  of  the  like  kind,  I  respectAilly  recommend  the  adop- 
tion of  the  joint  resolution  proposed  by  the  CoroptroUer. 

I  am,  Texy  respectfully, 

JAMES  GUTHRIE, 

Secretary  of  the  TVeoniry. 

Hod.  Lbwis  D.  CAMPBEtL,  Chairman  of  the  CommUtee  of 
Waye  and  Jfcom,  Hotue  of  RepreteniaHvee. 

TrBASURT  DBTARTMBIfT, 

CoicrrROLi*BR'8  Oppicb,  March  1, 1856. 

Sir:  George  Whitman,  Esq.,  contracted  with  the  Post- 
master Genera]  to  transport  the  mail  of  the  United  States 
lirom  New  Orleans  to  Mobile,  and  back,  during  four  years, 
commencing  on  the  1st  of  July,  1837,  and  ending  June  30, 
1641.  When  I  was  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  for  the  Post 
Office  Department,  a  claim  was  presented  in  the  name  of 
John-L.  Hodge,  to  me,  to  audit  and  adjust,  originating  under 
•aid  contract,  amounting  to  ^10,100  as  principal. 

The  claim  was  examined,  considered,  and  disallowed  by 

•  decision  in  writing,  bearing  date  on  the  14th  of  February, 
1840. 

The  claim  wa^  presented  again  in  1851  to  the  Hon.  J.  W. 
Farrelly,  then  said  Auditor,  with  new  testimony,  alleged  to 
be  important.  Mr.  Farrelly  examined  the  case  in  connec- 
tion wtth  the  new  testimony,  and  on  the  6th  day  of  August, 
1831,  he  decided  in  writing  not  to  allow  the  claim. 

On  the  7th  of  August,  1851,  an  appeal  was  taken  from 
Mid  decision  to  the  First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  as 

govided  in  the  eighth  section  oran  act  to  reorganize  the  Post 
ffice  Department,  approved  July  S,  1838.  which  is  as  fol- 
lows :  {SiatiUei  at  Larger  vol.  5,  page  61.) 

**  Sbo.  8.  ^nd  be  U  further  enacted,  That  there  shall  be 
Appointed  by  the  Presiaent,with  the  consent  of  the  Senate, 
•n  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  for  the  Post  Office  Department, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  receive  all  awards  arising  in  the 
said  Det>aitment,  or  relative  thereto,  to  audit  and  settle  the 
•ame.  and  certify  their  balances  to  the  Postmaster  General : 
Provided,  That  if  either  the  Postmaster  General,  or  any 
person  whose  accounts  shall  be  settled,  be  dissatisfied  there- 
with, he  niay  within  twelve  months  appeal  to  the  First 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  whose  decision  shall  be  final 
•ad  concltunve." 

The  same  case,  therefore,  that  I  decided  as  Auditor,  Is 
now  before  me  as  First  Ck>mptroller,  with  some  additiooal 
testimony  on  an  appeal. 

The  theory  of  aceountinc  in  the  Treasury  Deportment 
It,  that  each  accotmt  shall  be  examined  by  two  ofllcecs, 
with  the  exception  of  settling  the  accounts  of  the  Post 
Office  Department ;  and  in  rebtion  to  tiiese,  if  the  claimant 
or  the  Postmaster  General  is  diasatisfled  by  the  decision  of 
tiie  Auditor,  he  can  appeal  to  the  Fiiat  Ck>mptroUer  of  the 
Treasury. 

The  object  of  the  law  is  not  attained,  in  my  opinion,  if 
Ibe  Comptroller  sets  to  revise  his  decision  given  as  Auditor. 
IfHicn  the  case  was  brought  before  me  on  said  appeal,  I 
declined  to  act«  and  advised  tlic  counsel  not  to  press  the 
examination.  After  some  time  they  very  kindly  urged  me 
to  act,  and  endeevored  to  relieve  me  from  eny  delicacy  I 
felt. 

On  the  9th  day  of  May,  1853, 1  addressed  you  on  the  Fub- 
Ject,  and  requested  you  to  refer  the  case  to  the  Attorney 
General  for  his  opinion;  but  inasmuch  as  the  law  had 
required  the  decision  of  the  First  Compcroller  on  the  appeal, 
la  concluding  your  reply  you  say,  .**  the  claim  could,  in  no 
event,  without  authonty  from  Congress,  be  re<ixamined  by 
any  officer  of  the  Department.'*— better  o/Jfoy  10, 1853. 

Mr.  Whitman  has  come  to  this  city,  from  New  Orleans, 
to  have  a  final  decision  of  the  case ;  and  I  know  of  no  mode 
1^  which  it  can  be  disposed  of  with  propriety,  and  preserve 
the  principle  that  lays  at  the  foundation  of  accounting. 
Incorporated  into  the  act  of  September  9, 1789,  establishing 
the  Treasury  Department,  without  the  action  of  Congress. 

This  would  be  in  accordance  with  an  early  precedent  in 

•  case  very  similar  to  the  present. 

Oliver  Wolcott,  Jr.,  was  Auditor  of  the  Treasniy  in  the 
year  1793.  fVom  which  office  he  was  transferred  to  and  ap- 
pointed Comptroller.  As  he  had  audited  and  adjusted  ac- 
counts  that  had  not  been  revised  by  the  Comptroller, 
without  whose  approval  and  certificate  thev  could  not  be 
reported  to  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury  for  payment,  a 
•ection  %vas  inserted  in  an  act  making  alterations  in  the 
Treasury  and  War  Departments,  approved  May  8, 1799, 
which  is  as  follow* : 

"  Sbc.  7.  Be  U  further  enacted,  That  in  every  case  of  ac- 
count or  claim  not  finally  adjusted,  upon  which  the  present 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  as  Auditor  may  have  decided, 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Revenue 
•nd  of  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  finally  to  adjust  the 
•ame ;  and  in  case  of  disagreement  between  the  said  Com- 
missioner and  Auditor,  the  decisicm  of  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral shall  be  dwiX.^^Slatutee at  Large,  vol.  1,  p.  381. 

Richard  Harrison  was  appointed  Auditor,  and  next  suc- 
ceeded Mr.  Wolcott  in  that  office,  so  that  he  had  given  no 
opinion  in  the  cases  on  which  Mr.  Wolcott  had  acted.  If 
the  principle  of  said  seventh  section  were  embraced  in  a 
Joint  resolution,  I  should  confidently  expect  and  hope  that 
cb«  actkm  of  Congreif  might  be  speedily  had,  to  oblige  • 


citizen  of  the  United  States  fhMn  his  home  in  Louisiana, 
who  has  performed  services  for  his  country  for  which  he 
thinks  he  has  not  been  compensated  according  to  his  con- 
tract. 

For  convenience,  I  submit  the  form  of  a  joint  resolution, 
and  commit  it  for  your  consideration  and  disposid. 

Most  respectfully  youra,     ELISHA  WHITTLESEY. 

Hon.  Jambs  Gutbrib,  Seeretort^  of  the  Treaeury, 

JOINT  RESOLUTION. 

Revived  by  the  Senate  and  Home  of  RepretentaUve*  oj 
the  United  Statee  of  America  in  Congres$  auembUd,  That 
in  every  case  of  account  or  claim  not  finally  adjusted,  upon 
which  the  present  First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  as 
Auditor  of  the  Treasury  for  the  Post  Office  Department 
may  have  decided,  which  may  have  been  thereafter  re- 
examined by  an  auditor  in  said  office  on  new  testimony, 
and  decided  by  him  on  such  testimony,  and  flrom  whose 
decision  an  appeal  has  been  taken  to  the  present  First 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Second  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  and  the  Commissioner 
of  Customs  finally  to  adjust  tlic  same  ;  and,  in  case  of  dis- 
agreement between  the  said  Second  Comptroller  and  Com- 
missioner, the  decision  of  the  Attorney  General  shall  be  as 
final  as  the  decision  of  the  First  Comptroller  would  be  if 
he  liad  acted  under  the  eighth  section  of  the  act  of  July  3, 
1836,  concerning  the  organuation  of  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment. 

The  resolution  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing, was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

INTRODUCTION  OP  BILLS,  REPORTS,  AND 
RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  BENSON,  by  unanimous  consent,  made 
an  adverse  report  on  the  memorial  of  John  De 
Camp,  commander  in  the  United  States  Navy, 
praying  for  |400  of  pay  withheld  under  the  decis- 
ion of  a  court-martial;  which  was  laid  on  the 
table,  and  the  report  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  B.  also  reported  back  the  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  Buffalo,  and  other  ports  on  Lake  Erie  and 
Lake  Ontario,  in  relation  to  apprentices  in  Amer- 
ican vessels;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Crcsey;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pen- 
sions. 

Mr.  LAKE,  by  unanimous  consent,  introduced 
a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  tlie  Greneral  Post  Office 
Department  and  the  Mississippi  Central  Railroad 
Company;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time  oy  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  dUITMAN,  by  unaniVnous  consent,  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  a 
till  prohibiting  the  officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy 
from  having  an  interest  in  any  contracts  for  the 
supply  of  any  article  for  any  branch  of  the  ser- 
vice to  which  such  officer  belongs;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  PECK,  by  unanimous  consent,  in  pursu- 
ance of  previous  notice,  introduced  a  bill  author- 
izing a  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  Charles  P. 
Babcock,  late  Indian  agent  at  Detroit,  in  the  State 
of  Michigan;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  ana  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
AfiTairs. 

Mr.  BUPPINTON,  by  unanimous  consent, 
presented  certain  joint  resolutions  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Massachusetts,  in  relation  to  theTemtory 
of  Kansas;  which  were  laid  on  the  table  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  joint  resolutions  from  the  same  State, 
concerning  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  compromise ; 
which  received  tne  same  order  and  reference. 

Mr.  SNEED,  by  unanimous  consent,  in  pur- 
suance* of  previous  notice,  introduced  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  the  representatives  and  sureties  of 
Robert  King,  deceased;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  MAXwELL,  by  unanimous  consent, 

1)rcsented  sundry  joint  resolutions  of  the  Legis- 
ature  of  Florida;  which  were  referred  as  indi- 
cated below,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  viz: 

Relative  to  the  construction  of  a  light-house  at 
Bay  Port,  in  the  State  of  Florida.  Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

In  reference  to  a  naval  depot  on  Amelia  Island. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

In  relation  to  buoys  on  the  bar  of  St.  Andrew's 
Bay.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Asking  Congress  to  establish  a  new  collection 
district  in  Florida,  to  be  called  the  district  of 
Tampa.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

In  aid  of  the  Micanopy  and  Pilatka  Plank 


Road  Company.  Referred  to  the  Committee  od 
Public  Lands. 

Askine  Coneress  to  make  an  appropriation  for 
the  benefit  of  John  L.  McLane,  of  the  State  of 
Florida,  county  of  Gradsden.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims. 

Asking  the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  along 
the  Bellamy  road,  between  the  St.  John's  river 
and  Newmansvillc,  in  the  county  of  Alachua,  and 
the  transmission  of  semi-weekly  mails  over  said 
route.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Poet 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Relative  to  the  establishment  of  a  land  office  in 
Santa  Rosa  county.  Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts, 
it  was 

AesofredL  That  the  Committee  on  Commeree  be  inatmcted 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providinc  by  law  that  all 
shippers  of  goods  ftrom  one  port  in  the  United  States  to 
another  be  required  to  specify  in  the  ship's  manifeict  tbe 
particular  kind  of  goods  so  siiipped ;  and  tluit  tlie  said  com- 
mittee report  by  bUl  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  by  unanimous  consent,  in 
pursuance  of  previous  notice,  introduced  a  bill 
making  appropriations .  for  the  improvement  of 
the  harbor  of  Genesee  river,  New  York;  which 
was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  MILLER,  of  New  York.  I  offer  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Retolved,  That  the  Court  of  Claims  be  respectfully  re- 

a  nested  to  return  House  bill  No,  733,  for  the  relief  of  Lewis 
Benedict,  with  the  documentt  and  papers  accompanying 
the  same,  which  were  remitted  to  said  court  under  Uie 
general  order  of  the  House,  of  March  3, 1855 ;  and  that  tbe 
same,  when  returned,  shall  be  referred  to  tbe  Commiuee  oa 
Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tenneasee.  I  object  to  the 
latter  part  of  the  resolution .  Whq^  the  bill  comei 
back,  it  must  be  introduced  and  referred  as  any 
other  bill. 

Mr.  MILLER.  I  will  modify  my  resolution 
by  striking  out  the  latter  branch  of  it,  to  which 
objection  is  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee. 

The  resolution,  as  modified,  was  adopted. 

Mr.  WALBRIDGE,  by  unanimous  consent, 
in  pursuance  of  previous  notice,  introduced  bills 
of  the  following  titles;  which  were  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce: 

A  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  harbor  at  Black  Lake,  in  the  State 
of  Michigan; 

A  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  Kalamazoo 
river,  in  the  State  of  Michigan;  and 

A  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  South  Black 
river,  in  the  State  of  Michigan. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  by  unanimous  consent, 
introduced  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  Kentucky,  in  reference  to  the  tobacco  interest 
of  the  country;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  EDWARDS,  by  unanimous  consent,  in 
pursuance  of  previous  notice,  introduced  a  bill 
for  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of 
Dunkirk,  on  Lake  Erie,  New  York;  which  wai 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  ANDERSON,  by  unanimous  consent,  in 
pursuance  of  previous  notice,  introduced  bills  of 
the  following  titles;  which  were  severally  ^^^ 
first  and  second  time,  and  referred  as  indicated 
below: 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  raise  a  fo- 
ment of  mounted  volunteers  for  frontier  defense 
in  the  Territories  of  Washington  and  Oregon. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

A  bill  establishing  a  mail  route  on  Puget  Sound, 
in  Washington  Territory.  Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 
'  Mr.  WHEELER,  by  unanimous  consent,  >n 
pursuance  of  previous  notice,  introduced  a  bill  to 
modify  the  law  in  relation  to  the  custody  of  wit- 
nesses in  behalf  of  the  United  States;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  res- 
olutions of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusctu,  in 
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A  Son  is  one  which  they  desire  to  submit  to  the 
Senate  as  a  claim  a^nst  the  GoTcrnment,  and 
they  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  Court  of  Claims 
have  no  jurisdiction  in  their  case.  I  think,  there- 
fortf,  that  honorable  Senators  vill  agree  that  it  is 
riffht  and  just  to  allow  them  to  have  the  opinion 
of  the  Committee  on  Claims  on  the  subject. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  submit  a  motion? 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  No,  sir,  I  shall  submit  to 
the  sense  of  the  Senate. 

The  memorial  and  accompanying  papers  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  SEWARD  presented  a  petUion  of  Sheriock 
Fillmore  and  other  citizens  of  Clarence,  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  pra3ring  to  be  allowed  addi- 
tional bounty  land  for  services  in  the  war  of  1812; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committse  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  SUMNER  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  praying  the  adoption  of  meas- 
ures for  the  adjustment  of  all  international  diffi- 
culties by  arbitration,  so  as  to  avoid  a  recourse 
to  war;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  ADAMS  presented  the  petition  of  William 
B.  Carrtco  and  others,  watchmen  at  the  Wash- 
ington navy-yard,  praying  to  be  allowed  certain 
arrearages  or  psy;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  WELX.ER  presented  a  petition  of  officers 
of  the  Army,  praying  that  the  commutation  price 
of  the  Army  ration  may  be  increased ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  AflTairs. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  present  the  petition  of 
Michael  Muss,  of  California,  asking  for  compen- 
sation for  outrages  committed  on  him  by  the 
State  of  Sonora,  in  Mexico.  I  do  not  exactly  see 
how  this  Government  is  liable  for  outrages  com- 
mitted there  on  American  citizens;  but  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Mexico  undoubtedly  is  liable.  I  move 
its  reference,  in-accordance  with  my  instructions, 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  supposing 
they  will  send  it  to  the  State  Department,  where 
it  will  be  filed  as  a  claim  against  the  GKivernment 
of  Mexico. 

It  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr.  REID  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  j 
Centre  and  its  vicinity,  in  North  Carolina,  pray-  ' 
ing  for  a  reduction  of  the  rates  of  ocean  postage; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  SLIDELL  presented  the  petition  of  Charles 
A*  Seefeld^  a  pensioner  of  the  United  States,  pray- 
ing for  an  increase  of  pension;  which  was  reierred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  PUGH.  I  present  the  petition  of  Na- 
than B.  Marsh,  praying  for  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  to  examine  his  invention  for  ascertain- 
ing the  nature  of  the  bottoms  in  deep-sea  sound- 
ings. A  similar  petition  was  presented  a  few  days 
ago  by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
BiGLKR,]  and  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce;  I  therefore  move  that  this  petition  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PUGH  also  presented  four  petitions  of 
citizens  of  Ohio,  praying  the  adoption  of  meas- 
ures for  the  construction  of  a  railroad  to  the  Pa- 
cific; which  were  referred  to  the  select  committee 
on  that  subject.^ 

Also,  the  petition  of  Joseph  Dodds,  and  the 
petition  of  Amos  Irvin,  soldiers  in  the  war  of 
I812,prayine  an  amendment  of  the  bounty  land 
law  or  March  3, 1855;  which  were  ordered  to  lie 
upon  the  table. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempon  presented  the 
memorial  of  James  A.  Gordon  ana  others,  me- 
chanics and  laborers  at  the  navy-yard  at  Wash- 
ington, praying  for  an  increase  of  compensation; 
wnich  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  MALLORY  presented  the  petition  of 
Smith  Mowrey,  Jr., praying  for  the  confirmation 
of  his  title  to  certain  islands  on  the  coast  of 
Florida;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  BIGLEIR.  Ipresent  a  series  of  resolutions 
from  the  Board  of  Trade  of  the  city  of  Pittsburg, 
in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  relative  to  the  dis- 
tribution of  public  documents.  This  is  an  in- 
corporated body,  and  they  ask  that  provision  be 


made  by  which  they  will  receive  annually  the 
public  documents  printed  by  Congress;  and  they 
suggest  that  the  law  for  that  purpose  should  he 
general,  and  that  all  similar  institutions — boards 
of  trade  and  chambers  of  commerce-in  the  vari- 
ous cities  of  the  United  States,  should  be  favored 
with  copies  of  those  documents. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  To  what  committee  does  the 
Senator  propose  to  refer  those  resolutions?  I 
inquire^  because  I  have  ahready  presented  one 
memorial  of  a  similar  character  from  the  Board 
of  Trade  of  Boston,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Library. 

Mr.  BIGLER.  Then  I  shall  propose  that  these 
resolutions  be  referred  to  that  committee. 

They  were  so  referred. 

NAVAL  RETIRING  BOARD. 

Mr.  BIGLER  presented  the  memorial  of  H. 
Henry,  a  captain  in  the  Navy,  who  has  been 
placed  upon  tlie  reserved  list,  praying  to  be  re- 
stored Xo  his  former  position  in  the  service;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  D.  Conner,  a  captain  in 
the  Navy,  who  has  been  placed  upon  the  reserved 
list,  praying  to  be  restored  to  his  former  position 
in  the  service;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  FISH  presented  additional  papers  in  rela- 
tion to  the  petition  of  A.  C.  Rhind,  praying  for 
restoration  to  his  former  position  in  the  Navy; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr.  HUNTER  presented  the  memorial  of  J. 
Paul  Zantzin^er,  late  a  captain  in  the  Navy,  who 
was  dropped  m  consequence  of  the  recommend- 
ation of  tne  late  naval  board,  complaining  that  he 
has  been  treated  with  harshness  and  injustice, 
and  praying  that  some  suitable  provision  may  be 
made  for  his  support;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  AflTairs. 

WITHDRAWAL  OP  PAPERS. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WADE,  it  was 

Orderedf  That  tbe  papeni  on  the  files  of  the  Senate  jfi- 
lating  to  the  claim  or  Betsey  Whipirie,  widow  of  Stephen 
Whipple,  be  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Pensions. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BRODHEAD,  it  was 

•  Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Eliza  Henley,  widow  of 
John  D.  Flcnlcy,  on  the  Ales  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to 
the  Coramiuee  on  Pensions. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTER,  it  was 

Ord^edy  That  Cyms  H.  McCormick  have  leave  to  with- 
draw his  petition  and  papers. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  STUART,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Moore  &  Hascall,  on  the 
flies  of  the  Senate,  bo  referred  to  tlie  Committee  on  Patents 
and  the  Patent  Office. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BROWN,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  paperi  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  re- 
lating to  the  claim  of  Nannie  Denman,  b«  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  move  to  withdraw  from 
the  files  the  petition  of  A.  G«  Benson,  claiming 
damages  in  consequence  of  the  action  of  the  Gov- 
ernment in  reference  to  certain  guano  islands  in 
the  Pacific.  ^  This  claim,  last  year,  was  referred, 
on  my  motion,  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  who  did  not  act  on  it.  It  was  referred 
to  them  at  a  late  day,  and  that^robablj,  was  the 
reason  for  not  acting  on  it.  The  petitioner  in- 
forms me  that  he  supposes  the  proper  reference 
to  be  the  Committee  or  Claims,  and  it  is  proposed 
by  him  that  it  shall  take  that  direction.  1  there- 
fore move,  if  there  be  no  objection  on  the  part 
of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  that  the 
papers  be  withdrawn  from  the  files  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  STUART,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  whom  was  referred  a  petition  praying 
for  the  continuation  of  the  harbor  at  Michigan 
City,  Indiana,  reported  a  bill  for  continuine:  the 
improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Michigan  City; 
which  was  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  a  \ 
second  reading. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
were  referred  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Dubuque,  Iowa, 
and  a  bill  to  continue  the  improvement  of  the 
Tennessee  river,  reported  them  ocu^k  with  amend- 
ments. 

Hs  also,  from  the  soma  committee,  to  whom 


was  referred  a  bill  to  continue  the  improvement 
of  the  harbor  at  Vermilion,  Ohio,  reported  it 
back  without  amendment. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
Zadock  Thompson,  praying  for  compensation  for 
his  services  in  preparing  a  historical  sketch  of 
the  State  of  Vermont  to  accompany  the  consul 
returns,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  Zadock  Thompson;  which  was 
read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 
He  submitted  a  report  on  the  subject;  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes, 
by  Mr.  Cullom,  their  Clerk,  announced  that  they 
had  passed  th&  following  bills;  in  which  they  re- 
quested the  concurrence  of  the  Senate: 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  Military  Acaaemy  for  the  year  enduig  30Ui 
June,  1857;  and 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  payment 
of  invalid  and  other  pensions  for  the  year  ending 
30th  of  June,  1857. 

Also,  that  they  had  passed  the  Joint  resolution 
of  the  Senate  providing  for  the  nnal  adjustment 
of  certain  cases  of  appeal  from  decisions  made  by 
the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  for  the  Post  Office 
Department;  and  Senate  bill  to  admit  to  register 
or  enrollment  the  schooner  21adock  Pratt. 

PRINTING  OF  A  BILL. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  introduced,  a  few  weeks  b|^, 
a  bill  to  amend  the  naturalization  laws,  which, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
It  may  not  be  reported  back  for  some  time  to 
come,  and  under  our  rules  it  will  not  be  printed 
until  they  shall  report  on  it.  1  am  receiving  many 
applications  for  information  as  to  the  provisions 
of  the  bill;  and  in  order  to  have  it  before  us,  I 
move  that  the  bill  be  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PENITENTIARY  PUNISHMENT. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Com. 
mittce  on  the  Judiciaqr^  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  (S.  No.  6)  relating  to  punishment  in  the 
penitentiary,  to  report  it  bacK  without  amend 
ment,  and  recommend  its  passage.  I  ask  for  its 
consideration  now,  and  I  will  explain  the  object 
of  the  bill.  It  merely  provides  for  conferring  on 
the  United  States  courts,  in  sentencing  a  person 
convicted  of  crime  to  hard  labor  in  the  peniten- 
tiary, the  power  to  sentence  him  to  any  peniien 
tiary  in  the  State  in  which  he  is  convicted,  with- 
out regard  to  the  fact  whether  it  is  in  the  ludicial 
district  in  which  the  court  sits  or  not.  It  is  ne- 
cessary in  the  particular  States  to  which  it  is  in* 
tended  to  apply.  I  hope  it  will  now  be  considered 
and  passed. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  consider  the  bill  as  in  Coramitttee  of  the  Whole. 
It  proposes  to  enact,  that  where  any  judicial  dis- 
trict has  been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  divided,  the 
circuit  and  district  courts  of  the  United  States 
shall  have  power  to  sentence  any  one,  con 
victed  of  an  offense  punishable  by  imprisonment 
and  hard  labor,  to  any  penitentiary  within  the 
State,  though  it  may  be  out  of  the  judicial  dis- 
trict in  which  the  person  is  convicted.  It  pro- 
vides for  authorizing  the  United  States  courts  in 
the  northern  districts  of  Ohio  and  Illinois  to 
transfer  to  the  penitentiary  of  their  respectife 
States  any  prisoner,  or  prisoners,  who  may  now 
be  confined  in  Jail  in  their  districts  for  peniten- 
tiary offenses.  "^ 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

COURT  TERMS  IN  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  TOUCEY.  A  bill  was  some  time  sines 
reported  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
regulating  the  terms  of  the  circuit  court  in  the  Dis- 
tnct  of  Columbia,  and  to  accelerate  the  pro^ij 
of  business  in  that  court,  which  will  give  nse,  I 
think,  to  no  debate.  -It  has  been  unanimously 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  } 
asK  that  it  may  be  taken  up,  and  passed  at  tms 
time. 

The  bill  (S.  No.  129)  wa«  read  a  second  tinje, 
and  considered  as  in  Comnniuce  of  the  Who/e. 
Its  object  is  to  confer  on  the  circuit  court  of  thm 
District,  power,  by  rule  of  ooort,  to  regnlats  tM 
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lution,  and  asked  for  its  immediate  considera- 
tion: 

Rewlvcdy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  inform  the 
Senate  what  number  of  commbt'ionfi,  or  warmntn,  were 
iMued  by  the  Navy  DepartmtMtt  to  masters  in  the  fine  of 
promotion  in  the  Navy,  between  the  13th  and  16th  days  of 
September,  18&5,  both  days  inclusive ;  how  the  said  ma«- 
terv  have  been  employed ;  and  what  the  didfcrencu  between 
leave  and  waiting- orders  pay  of  said  masters  and  an  equal 
number  of  passed  midshipmen,  from  which  they  were  pro- 
moted. 

Mr.  MALLORY  objected  to  the  consideration 
of  the  resolution. 

FORT  AT  KENNEBECK  RIVER. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  submitted  the  following:  reso- 
lution; which  was  considered  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  agreed  to: 

Reflvtdy  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to- in- 
form the  Senate  if,  in  his  opinion,  the  fort  at  tlie  mouth  of 
Kennebeck  river  should  be  put  in  a  state  of  repair^  or  if 
necessary  to  rebuild  the  same ;  and,  if  so,  to  furmsb  an 
•stimate  therefor. 

RIVERS  AND  HARBORS. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DURKEE,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  following  resolution,  sub- 
mitted by  him  on  the  5th  instant: 

Aeso/oed,  That  the  War  Department  Aimisb  the  Senate 
witli  an  estimate  of  all  deficiencies  now  due  on  account  of 
hariiors  and  rivers,  correctly  describing  the  same,  showing 
Low  they  have  originated. 

Mr.  DURKEE.  I  move  to  strike  out  •«  War 
Department,"  and  insert  **  Secretary  of  War.** 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DURKEE.  I  will  state,  for  the  inform- 
ation of  the  Senate,  that  the  resolution  is  merely 
designed  to  obtain  the  facts  in  regard  to  some 
small  amounts  which  are  due  to  officers  who  have 
rendered  service  to  the  Government  in  charge  of 
river  and  harbor  improvements.  I  have  had  ac- 
counts sent  to  me  to  be  adjudicated;  and  when  I 
presented  them  to  the  Department,  I  was  informed 
that  an  appropriation  was  necessary.  The  object 
of  the  resolution  is  to  ascertain  the  facts. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  wish  to  ask  the  Senator  a 
question.  I  was  not  able  to  understand  the  object 
of  his  resolution  when  it  wcw  first  presented,  and 
I  do  not  clearly  comprehend  it  now.  I  wish  to 
inquire  of  the  Senator,  whether  he  is  making  an 
inquiry  after  unexpended  balances  of  appropria- 
tion? 

Mr.  DURKEE.  No,  sir;  I  have  had  accounts 
sent  to  me  by  officers  who  have  had  charge  of 
these  public  works,  and  rendered  services  for  the 
last  year,  and  they  now  ask  for  payment  for  their 
eervices;  but  there  is  no  appropriation  to  pay  them. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  confess  I  do  not  exactly 
understand  the  intention  of  this  resolution,  and  I 
would  be  glad  to  have  some  information  in  rela- 
tion to  it.    To  what  deficiencies  does  it  relate  ? 

Mr.  DURKEE.  Officers  have  had  charge  of 
the  public  works  at  vorious  harbors  in  the  West, 
and  have  rendered  services  for  the  last  year  or 
two,  but  there  is  no  means  in  the  Treasury  for 
paying  them.  The  head  of  the  bureau  has. in- 
formed me  there  should  be  an  appropriation,  and 
then  he  could  adjust  their  accounts. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  hope  the  resolution  will  lie 
over  until  to-morrow. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  resolution  has  been 
called  up  by  an  order  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  Then  I  move  to  postpone  it 
until  to-morrow. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

THREE  MILLION  BILL. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  intended  to  call  up  this 
morning  the  fortification  bill,  which  was  under 
consideration  on  Thursday  last;  but  I  do  not  fcol 
at  liberty  to  do  so,  in  consequence  of  the  absence 
of  my  friend  from  Texas,  [Mr.  Rusk,]  who  feels 
interested,  as  the  representative  of  that  State,  in 
two  appropriations  which  are  proposed  in  the 
bill.  Those  two  works  are,  unfortunately,  placed 
in  the  situation  of  being  opposed  by  tlie  Secretary 
of  War,  who  considers  them  unnecessary.  I 
shall,  therefore,  be  compelled,  under  tlie  rule 
which  I  have  prescribed  to  myself,  to  move  to  | 
strike  them  from  the  bill.  I  will  not  call  it  up, 
however,  for  the  retson  which  I  have  stated.  I 
^ve  notice,  however,  on  a  former  day,  that  I 
intended  to  call  up  this  morning  the  bill  appro- 
priating $3,000,000  for  increasing  the  efficiency 
of  the  Army.  I  ask  the  Senate  now  to  proceed 
to  the  consiacration  of  that  bill. 


The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  bill  ^S.  No. 
124)  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  United  States 
Army,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  considered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It  proposes  to 
appropriate  |^,000,000,  or  as  much  of  tnat  sum 
as  may  be  necessary,  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
in  preparing  armaments  and  ammunition  for  the 
fortifications,  in  increasing  the  supply  of  improved 
small-arms,  and  in  applying  recent  improvements 
to  arms  of  old  patterns  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  and  deposited  with  the  several  States. 

Mr.  WELLER.  This  bill  was  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  in  consequence 
of  the  special  message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  of  26th  February  last,  and  I  ask 
for  the  reading  of  Che  letter  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  accompanying  that  message,  which  states 
the  object  which  we  have  in  view  in  this  ex- 
penditure of  $3,000,000. 

The  Secretary  read  the  letter,  as  follows: 

War  Department, 
WAsmNOTOif,  February  25, 1856. 

Sir:  Improvements  in  arms  and  niuniUons  of  war 
having  been  roccnlly  pertccted,  whereby  their  efficiency 
has  bc«n  mnch  increased,  it  is  very  desirable  that  these  im- 
provements should  be  applied  as  tar  and  as  soon  as  practi- 
cable to  the  arms  on  hand,  both  in  the  Government  arsenals 
and  in  the  possession  of  the  States.  Although  our  present 
supply  of  arms  is  as  good  as,  and  probably  superior  to,  those 
of  the  same  date  of  manufacture  of  any  otiicr  nation,  wc 
should  have,  in  the  uso  of  them  in  their  present  condition, 
to  cope  at  disadvantage  with  others  who  may  have  been  bc> 
forehand  witli  us  in  tlic  actual  application  to  their  arms  of 
the  recent  improvements.  It  liouf  been  our  policy,  hereto- 
fore, to  carry  on,  gradually  and  slowly,  the  work  of  prepa- 
ration for  military  efficiency,  both  offensive  and  defensive, 
and  in  pursuance  of  this  policy,  the  estimates  of  the  War 
Department,  from  year  to  year,  have  been  limited  to  the 
execution  of  such  works  only  as  accorded  with  the  ordi- 
nary means  of  our  armories  and  arsenals,  with  but  a  smell 
force  of  operatives  in  employment.  The  regular  estimates 
last  submitted  to  Congress  are  based  on  tlicso  considera- 
tions. In  view,  however,  of  the  propriety  of  assuring  at 
the  earliest  practicable  period  military  efficiency  as  regards 
armament  and  munitions,  (we  have  it  abundantly  as  regards 
men,)  it  seems  proper  that  more  active  and  vigorous  meas- 
ures should  now  be  adopted ;  that  we  should  increase  the 
capacity  for  production  and  the  force  in  employment  at  our 
armories  and  arsenals ;  that  we  should  preiuire  more  rap- 
idly armaments  and  ammnmtion  for  our  fortifications ;  tlmt 
we  should  increase  our  supplies  ofimfroved  small-arms  by 
the  manufacture  of  new  ones^  and  by  the  alteration  of  tliose 
of  pa>it  dales  of  fabrication,  mcluding  both  United  States 
aud  State  anns,  and  tliat  we  should  provide  ample  supplies 
of  ammunition,  accouterments,  and  implements  for  theim- 
mediato  and  most  efficient  use  of  the  whole. 

In  order  to  effect  tliis,  it  is  necessary  that  more  than  or- 
dinary means  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Executive  ; 
and  I  ro.«|)ectfully  suggest  and  reconmiend  that  application 
be  mtde  for  an  earfy  appropriation  of  $3,000,000  for  in- 
creasing the  military  efficiency  of  the  country,  to  be  ap- 
plied at  Uie  diacretioa  of  the  President  towards  the  objects 
before  stated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  rvspectfkilly,  your  obedient 
servant, 

JEFP»N  DAVIS,  SeerHary  of  War. 

To  the  PRBStDEKT. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment;  and  on  the  question  of  ordering  itto 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  Mr.  Hale 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  and  Uiey  were  or- 
dered. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  1  should  be  glad  to  ask 
a  single  question  of  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs.  I  do  not  wish  to  argue 
the  merits  of  the  bill;  I  desire  merely  to  obtain 
an  answer  to  an  inquiry  which  will  enable  me  to 
vote  understandingly.  One  of  the  purposes  for 
which  this  money  is  asked  is  for  **  applying 
recent  improvements  to  arms  of  old  patterns 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  and  deposited 
with  tlie  several  States."  I  wish  to  know  how 
these  improvements  are  to  be  applied  to  arms 
which  ore  now  deposited  with  the  States. 

Mr.  WELLER.  It  is  proposed  to  call  in 
those  anQs  from  the  States.  I  ttiink  when  the 
annual  report  on  the  subject  was  made  last  year 
by  the  War  Department,  there  were  three  nun- 
dred  thousand  of  them.  Among  them  are  a 
great  many  of  the  old  flint-lock  muskets.  They 
have  recently  taken  that  musket,  and  by  rifling 
it  and  putting  a  new  lock  on  it,  with  Maynard's 
primer,  it  makes,  in  my  opinion,  the  most  effect- 
ive weapon  ever  seen.  It  has  been  found  that 
these  old  muskets  in  the  hands  of  the  people  of 
the  respective  States,  now  wholly  useless,  can, 
by  rifline  and  these  other  improvements,  (the 
whole  additional  cost  being  only  about  three  dol- 
lars on  each  musket,)  be  made  the  most  effective 
weapon  ever  used  in  the  Army  of  tlie  United 
States. 

Of  the  $3,000,001)  appropriated  by  the  bill,  it  is 


proposed  to  use  |1 ,250 ,000  in  rifling  and  putting 
new  locks  on  the  old  muskets.  For  the  sea-coast 
and  garrison  guns  mounted  there  will  be  appro- 
priated $600,(H)0;  for  the  manufacture  of  small- 
arms  of  new  models,  $250,000;  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  small-arm  accouterments,  |100,000;  for 
supplying  ammunition  for  small-arms,  (^150,000; 
for  supplying  ammunition  for  sea-coast,  garrison, 
and  field  guns,  $450,000;  for  increasing  the  ca- 
pacity of  the  arsenals,  $200,000.  These  items 
make  the  sum  of  $3,000,000,  which  we  propose 
expending  by  this  oill.  Of  course,  it  is  very  im- 
portant to  the  soldier  that  he  should  have  an  arm 
in  which  he  has  the  utmost  confidence.  We  think 
the  improvements  which  have  been  made  are  of 
such  a  character  as  to  justify  our  proceeding  more 
rapidly  in  their  manufacture  than  under  the  alow 
process  which  has  been  pursued  heretofore. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  taken  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  resulted^ 
yeas  22,  nays  12;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Bigler,  Bright,  Cai»,  Clay,  Crit- 
tenden, Fish,  Geyer,  Hunter.  Iveraon,  Johnson,  Jones  of 
Iowa,  Mallory,  Pugh,  Rcid,  Sebastian,  Slidell,  Stuart,  Toa- 
ccv\  Trumbull,  Wcller,  and  Yulec--22. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Bell  of  Tennessee,  CoUamer, 
Fessendcn,  Foot,  Hale,  Harlan,  Houston,  Seward,  Sum- 
ner, Wade,  and  Wilson— 13. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  desired  to  record  his  vote; 
but  the  result  having  been  announced,  he  was  not 
allowed  to  do  so. 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Tennessee.  I  wish  to  state,  in 
a  few  words,  the  ground  on  which  1  vote  against 
this  bill.  In  the  first  place,  I  think  there  is  no 
immediate  exigency  requiring  an  appropriation 
now  of  such  an  amount  to  be  expended  under 
the  discretion  of  the  Executive.  The  session  is 
Ukely  to  be  protracted  for  at  least  four  or  five 
months  to  come;  and  if  such  an  exigency  should 
arise,  we  shall  have  ample  time  to  make  appro- 
priations to  meet  it.  I  am  unwilling  that  the  im- 
pression shall  go  abroad  that  this  vote  of  confi- 
dence in  the  Executive,  involving  an  expenditure 
of  $3,000,000,  results  from  the  little  speck  of  war 
that  may  appear  in  our  eastern  horizon.  1  do 
not  wish  to  contribute  to  the  current  of  apprehen- 
sion which  does,  perhaps,  exist  in  some  quarters 
of  the  country  on  that  subject. 

Another  ground  of  objection  is,  that,  in  my 
opinion,  such  an  appropriation  as  this  ought  to 
be  always  very  specific.     I  understand  itto  hare 
been  a  fundamental  principle  laid  down  by  the 
father  of  Democracy  in  this  country,  that  appro- 
priations should  always  be  made  as  specific  as 
possible.    I  oppose  this  bill  as  a  violation  of  that 
fundamental  principle;  though,  at  the  same  time, 
I  do  not  hesitate  to  admit  that,  if  the  exigency 
were  so  pressing  that  specifications  could  not  be 
made  with  requisite  certainty  within  the  time 
required  of  the  difierent  purposes  for  which  the 
money  asked  for  was  to  be  expended,  I  would 
not  stand  upon  this  point.     Here,  however,  is  a 
very  large  appropriation  proposed  to  be  left  alt^ 
gether  to  executive  discretion.'*  It  ought  to  be 
distinctly  specified  how  much  is  intended  for  toe 
improvement  'of  the  small-arms  deposited  wiui 
the  States;  how  much  for  repwrs  and  improve- 
ments of  the  old  arms;  what  proportion  tor  the 
purpose  of  manufacturing  new  descriptions  of 
arms;  how  much  for  ordnance,  and  for  arming 
of  fortifications;  how  much  for  field  guns,  and  so 
on.     This  specification  should  be  made  in  the 
bill,  ka  far  as  it  is  f^gssible  to  make  it. 

But,  above  all,  is  there  any  deficiency  in  cxiat- 
ing  appropriations  to  carry  on  these  improvements 
at  the  present  time  ?   I  do  not  know  tliat  there  is: 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  ioo 
honorable  Senator  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Hitkteb.J 
ought  to  inform  us  on  that  point.    Is  the  apprj^ 
priation  exhausted  for  the  manufacture  of  oro- 
nance,  either  for  forts  or  field  guns?  la  there  anv 
deficiency  at  all  in  the  amount  of  efficient  snwJi' 
arms .'    I  thought  that  a  year  or  two  ago  it  ww 
supposed  we  should  have  some  difficuliy  ^° 
posing  of  the  surplus  of  small-arms.    The  co 
plaint  was  that  we  were  manufacturing  wore  in»J 
was  necessary.    We  were  told  then  that  g^ 
expense  was  incurred  in  keeping  clean  "^®- V^  , 


tens  or  extra  hundreds  of 


had 


which'wehad,'and"in7Lrni*hing  store-roo"  (or 
them.    This  I  happen  to  ki»ow  from  *«"'«^  _ 
occasion,  at  one  time  in  my  i/fo,  to  iom  *    *r"[ 
into  Uiese  things.    I  think  I  have  hfard  U  rw 
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Mr.  WELLER.  I  now  more  an  amendment, 
lo  come  in  at  the  doee  of  thebill,  in  these  words: 

To  be  applied  and  expended  in  Uie  following  manner,  to 
wit:  ,  ^^^ 

For  altering  small -arms  of  the  old  pattemi,  $1^50.000. 

For  sea-coast  and  garriM>n  guns,  mounted,  $600,000. 

For  manafaeturing  small-arms  of  new  models,  $350,000. 

For  manufacturing  small-arm  accoutermenta,  $100,000. 

For  supplying  ammunition  for  small-arms,  $150,000. 

For  supplying  nromunition  for  sea-coast,  garrison,  and 
field  gun«,  $430,000. 

For  increasing  the  capacity  of  the  arsenals,  $fin0,000. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  Mr.  President,  I  understand 
that  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  objects  to  this 
bill  for  two  reasons:  first,  because  it  is  not  spe- 
cific enough  in  the  nature  of  the  appropriations — 
but  that  has  been  remedied  by  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  Senator  from  California;  and,  next, 
because  ne  was  apprehensive  that  it  might  pro- 
duce or  serve  to  increase  a  war  panic.  So  far  as 
I  myself  am  concerned,  nobody  would  rej^t 
such  a  tendency  more  than  I  should  do.  As  I 
said  in  the  debate  on  the  bill  for  increasing  the 
NaTy,  1  hope  and  bcUeve  that  there  will  be  no 
war.  I  think  there  ought  to  be  none,  if  the  pres- 
ent matters  of  difference  are  properly  manoi^d;  j 
but,  sir,  whether  there  be  a  war  or  not,  I  believe 
that  a  portion  of  the  surplus  in  the  Treasury  could 
not  be  better,  more  wisely,  and  more  economically 
expended  than  in  providing  for  the  fortification 
and  protection  of  our  coast,  and  in  accumulating 
such  munitions  of  war  as  may  be  necessary  in  or- 
der to  protect  ourselves  against  a  eo«p  de  main,  if 
one  were  to  be  attempted,  or  any  sudden  descent  j 
which  might  be  undertaken  at  any  future  day  by 
any  hostile  Power.  I  have  therefore  voted  more 
liberally  for  appropriations  of  this  sort  than  has 
been  my  wont — not  because  I  expected  a  war, 
but,  I  will  fhinkly  say,  because,  in  reflecting  on 
this  subject,  which  I  have  been  induced  to  do 
somewhat  from  our  recent  difiiculties,  I  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that,  whether  there  were 
war  or  peace,  we  ought  to  protect  our  coasts.  It 
is  as  essential  and  important,  it  is  as  wise  and 
economical,  to  do  so  as  it  is  for  the  farmer  to  fence 
in  his  farm. 

I  was  informed  the  other  day — and  indeed  we 
heard  from  the  letter  of  the  general  of  engineecs, 
General  Totten,  which  vras  read — that  an  addi- 
tion, small  in  comparison  with  the  usual  appropri- 
ation for  fortifications,  would  place  our  fortifica- 
tions in  such  a  condition  that  no  enemy  witli  a 
mere  fleet  could  assail  any  of  our  important  towns 
lirithout  encountering  danger — without  meetin? 
with  a  serious  and  formidable  defense.  I  believed 
then  that  it  was  wise  and  proper  to  take  a  portion 
of  the  surplus  in  the  Treasury  for  the  purpose  of 
placing  oar  coasts  19  such  a  condition.  But  this 
18  not  all.  It  is  not  only  essential  to  provide  a 
system  of  fortifications,  out  also  to  provide  mu- 
nitions of  war,  which  cannot  be  provided  sud- 
denly if  an  emergency  should  arise. 

Mr.  WELLER.  If  the  gentleman  will  allow 
me  to  interrupt  him  for  a  moment,  I  will  merely 
state  that  in  the  report  of  the  colonel  of  ordnance 
it  is  stated  that  two  thousand  five  hundred  a^d 
forty-seven  pieces  are  required,  in  addition  to 
those  on  hand,  for  the  forts  now  under  construc- 
tion; and  this  number  will  probably  be  increased 
by  each  new  work  which  may  be  authorized,  so 
that  there  is  already  a  deficiency  of  arms  for  the 
forts  which  we  have,  and  we  propose  increasing 
the  number  of  fortifications. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  Without  this  bill,  therefore, 
it  would  be  necessary  to  propose  to  add  more 
speedily  than  has  heretofore  been  our  wont  to  our 
system  of  fortifications,  because  the  forts  would 
be  of  no  use  unless  we  have  guns  to  put  in  them. 

Sir,  I  think  that  the  recent  experience  of  the 
world  has  taught  us,  that  the  cheapest  mode  of 
defending  ourselves  in  time  of  war  is  by  means 
of  fortifications,  and  by  a  proper  accumulation 
and  supply  of  the  munitions  of  war.  This 
course  has  this  recommendation:  it  not  only  en- 
ables us  to  defend  ourselves  more  cheaply,  but  it 
enables  us  to  distribute  the  expense  through  a 
series  of  years  of  peace,  and  thus  we  feel  it  much 
less  sensibly  than  we  should  do  if  we  had  to 

frovide  everything  when  the  emeigency  arose, 
believe,  that  with  a  proper  system  of  fortifica- 
tions, with  a  proper  provision  of  arms  and  muni- 
tions of  war,  unitea  to  the  system  of  internal 
communication  that  we  have,  wnich  would  enable 
us  to  concentrate  troops  at  any  point  on  the  coast 
which  might  be«menaeed,  we  could  reduce  any 
attack  upon  our  coast,  from  any  mttioii  which 


strong  only  in  naval  power,  to  the  dimensions  of 
a  mere  buccaneering  expedition^ — rather  an  assault 
on  private  interests,  than  a  serious  attack  on  any 
interest  large  enough  to  be  called  national. 

Now,  sir,  to  ph&ce  our  country  in  such  a  posi- 
tion as  this,  especially  by  means  of  an  expendi- 
ture no  larger  than  is  proposed,  seems  to  me  to 
be  of  the  first  magnitude  whether  we  are  to  have 
war  or  peace.  It  adds  to  the -sense  of  security; 
it  adds  to  the  respect  which  foreign  nations  may 
feel  for  us;  and  I  confess  that  I  desire  to  see  this 
country  placed  in  such  a  condition  that  no  for^gn 
Power  shall  ever  direct  a  gun  in  menace  upon  our 
coast  without  feeling  that  they  do  it  under  the 
responsibility  of  aiming  it  at  those  who  have 
guns  enough  pointed  in  return  to  give  them  a 
Rowland  for  tneir  Oliver,  no  matter  from  whom 
it  may  come.  This  is  a  condition  in  which  we 
ought  to  place  the  country,  whether  there  be  peace 
or  war.  I  believe  that,  if  placed  in  such  a  condi- 
tion, we  should  be  more  apt  to  preserve  peaceful 
relations  with  foreign  Powers,  than  if  we  were 
supposed  to  be  lying  in  a  defenseless  attitude, 
subject  to  an  assault  from  any  foreign  nation 
which  inight  have  a  fleet  strong  enough,  as  it 
supposed,  to  sweep  our  coast. 

If  we  can  effect  this  object  by  such  appropria- 
tions as  have  been  proposed  for  fortifying  the 
coast,  for  arming  those  fortifications,  for  providing 
proper  supplies  of  powder  and  munitions  of  war, 
which  cannot  be  provided  in  a  hurry,  I  ask  if  it 
be  not  wise,  and  proper,  and  economical  to  do  so? 
I  ask  if  it  be  not  a  proper  expenditure  and  invest- 
ment of  our  surplus  money  ?  Is  it  not  better  to 
have  it  in  that  snape  than  in  money  locked  up  in 
the  Treasury? 

So  far  as  the  change  of  the  model  of  arms  is 
concerned,  I  acknowledge  that  it  is  a  matter  of 
subordinate  importance;  but  still  it  is  a  matter  of 
importance,  and  to  some  extent  an  appropriation 
ought  to  be  provided  for  that  object.  It  is  a  matter 
of  some  importance,  because  it  is  well  known  that 
we  depend,  so  fttr  as  defense  by  land  is  concerned , 
so  far  as  military  defenses  are  concerned,  not  only 
on  fortifications,  but  on  our  means  of  concen- 
trating rapidly  men  who  are  accustomed  to  the 
use  of  arms,  and  who  have  arms  in  their  hands. 
To  enable  us,  with  the  assistance  of  these  fortifi- 
cations, to  defend  the  country,  in  order  to  avail 
ourselves  of  the  immense  power  which  lies  dor- 
mant in  the  country,  we  ought  to  have  a  proper 
supply  of  arms,  and  they  should  be  of  tlie  best 
model.  Now,  I  understand  that  by  an  expense 
something  like  three  dollars  or  three  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  to  the  musket,  we  can  convert  the 
present  muskets,  which  have  been  made  accord- 
ing to  the  old  fashion,  into  the  most  efficient 
arm  perhaps  in  the  world.  I  speak  not  my  own 
opinion  on  tlie  subject,  but  the  opinion  of  those 
who  deserve  our  confidence,  and  who  say,  that  by 
such  an  addition  we  may  make,  as  is  believed,  the 
best  rifle  in  the  world.  Some  money  ought  to  be 
appropriated  to  that  object.  If  the  Senate  is  not 
content  to  proceed  as  rapidly  to  that  end  as  the 
bill  proposes,  still  we  ought  to  do  something  for 
that  purpose.  I  believe  it  would  be  wise  and 
proper  to  do  so.  For  one,  I  am  willing  to  vote 
enough  to  proceed  rapidly,  because  I  wish  to  see 
the  country  placed,  as  soon  as  possible,  in  a  con- 
dition in  which  she  may  defy  any  sudden  assault, 
any  attempt  to  sweep  our  coast  oy  a  mere  coup  de 
main.  If  we  have  it  to  do,  and  if  we  have  the 
money  in  the  Treasury,  would  U  not  be  a  far  better 
application  to  do  it  at  once,  to  place  ourselves  in 
a  position  of  safety  at  once,  than  to  wait  four  or 
five  years  ? 

Mr.  CASS.  Mr.  President,  I  do  not  rise  to 
discuss  the  details  of  this  bill.  I  approve  it,  and 
shall  support  it.  But  my  object  in  rising  is  to 
enter  a  kind  of  protest  against  the  sentiments  I 
have  heard  advanced  here  to-day,  that  it  is  dan- 
gerous to  increase  our  mihtary  means  because 
England  might  take  offense  at  such  a  measure, 
and  that  it  might  augment  the  irritation  already 
prevailing  in  that  country.  I  do  not  believe  in 
such  a  policy  of  forbearance,  as  I  have  already 
shown  by  my  action  in  the  Senate. 

When  the  information  first  reached  us  some 
time  since  that  a  peace  would  soon  probably  term- 
inate the  war  prevailing  in  Europe,  I  submitted 
a  resolution  instructing  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Aflfairs  toinouire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing 
the  Navy  01  the  United  States.  I  thought  this 
was  a  preoantionary  measure,  dictated  as  well  by 


prudence  as  by  patriotism.  Before  it  was  in  my 
power  to  move  the  adoption  of  the  resokition,  I 
was  prevented  by  an  accident  from  attending  the 
Senate,  and  when  I  was  able  to  resume  my  scat  I 
was  told  by  the  chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee, 
that  the  subject  of  the  augmentation  of  our  mari- 
time force  had  engaged  their  attention,  and  that 
he  was  about  to  report  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 
This  was  done  within  a  day  or  two;  and  under 
these  circumstances  I  thought  it  inexpedient  to 
press  my  proposition.  The  bill  was  passed;  and 
though  I  tmnic  the  increase  it  provides  fiills  short 
of  what  the  situation  of  the  country  demands, 
yet  I  voted  for  it  with  pleasure,  as  an  important 
step  in  the  right  direction. 

Sir,  the  external  circumstances  affecting  us  have 
materially  changed  since  the  annual  estimates- 
were  laid  before  Congress.  We  had,  indeed,  at 
that  time  differences  pending  with  England,  but 
these  differences  have  since  assumed  a  much  more 
serious  character  there  and  here;  and  as  their 
gravity  has  increased,  and* with  it  the  public  ex- 
citement, England  finds  herself  upon  the  point  of 
being  relieved  from  a  terrible  conflict,  which  de- 
manded all  her  energies  and  resources,  and  opera* 
ted  as  a  security  for  her  moderation  towards  other 
Powers,  inducmg  her  to  yield  to  the  suggestions 
of  prudence  what  she  micfnt  refuse  to  the  dictates 
of  justice.  If  she  is  freed  from  the  present  strug* 
gle  she  will  come  out  of  it  with  the  possession  of 
a  great  unemployed  force,  and  with  the  loss  of 
much  of  her  military  prestige,  added  to  disap- 
pointed hopes  and  wounded  national  vanity  aris« 
mg  out  of  the  events  of  a  war  which  have  been 
more  favorable  to  the  renown  of  her  ancient 
enemy  and  recent  friend,  and  always  rival,  than 
to  her  own. 

It  might  well  be,  sir,  that,  in  this  condition  of 
comparative  humiliation,  she  might  have  no  ob- 
jections to  seeking  in  the  West  tnat  glory  which 
she  had  anticipated,  but  had  failed  to  fina,in  the 
East;  or,  at  any  rate,  these  considerations  might 
operate  to  render  her  more  tenacious  of  the  posi- 
tions she  had  assumed,  and  less  disposed  to  meet 
us  in  a  spirit  of  moderation.  And  certainly,  sir, 
no  man  can  fail  to  observe  that,  as  the  probability 
of  peace  has  grown  stronger,  the  bluster  in  Eng' 
land — I  borrow  the  word  from  Lord  John  Rus- 
sell, who  applied  it  to  Mr.  Polk— has  become 
more  violent,  till  the  latter  is  almost  a  measure- 
ment of  the  former. 

It  is  not  long  since  this  feeling  was  indicated  by 
a  distinguished  review,  the  North  Briton,  which 
observed  by  way  of  warning,  or  of  threatening, 
or  probably  both,  that  the  same  fleet  which  psM^* 
the  summer  in  the  Black  Sea  may  pass  the  winter 
in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  It  was  at  no  time  im- 
proper to  look  at  our  means  of  attack  and  defense, 
out  it  is  our  especial  duty  to  do  so  as  the  affairs 
of  the  country  become  more  critical.  There  is 
one  peculiarity  in  our  condition,  which  our  vi^ole 
history  has  disclosed,  and  that  is  an  insuperable 
objection  in  the  minds  of  the  American  people  to 
the  permanent  support  of  a  great  military  estab- 
lishment. What  Mr.  Madison  called  the  armor 
and  attitude  of  war,  will  never  be  assumed  until 
war  is  upon  us.  Of  course,  our  arrangements  to 
meet  it  are  hastily  made,  but  they  are  made  with 
a  spirit  and  energy  which  no  otner  country  has 
ever  displayed,  and  which  enable  us  to  face  events 
as  they  are  forced  upon  us.  And  I  observe  that 
even  the  London  Times  is  not  blind  to  this  nation- 
al characteristic,  its  vision  being  obviously  ren- 
dered clearer  by  the  occurrences  in  the  Crimea. 
Speaking  of  war  it  says: 

"  Onr  merchants  would  find  a  foe  as  well  as  a  rival  to 
every  part  of  Uie  world.  We  are  aware  that  we  sheuw 
have  to  deal  with  an  enemy  inberiUns  all  oar  entwH*** 
and  daring,  but  not  burdened,  as  we  are,  by  a  national  debt 
and  a  host  of  iocapablea,  or  trammeled  by  a  court,  ao  am- 
tocracy,  and  the  routine  of  which  the  report  from  the  Crimea 
disclosaa  nuch  sadly  fantastic  examples.  We  do  not  for- 
get how  quickly  the  United  State*  raised  the  amiet  tbat 
reduced  Mexico  and  wrested  from  her  whole  provincci. 
Wc  know  that  twenty- five  millions  of  men  of  European 
and  chiefly  British  blood  are  not  to  bede^ipised.  We  couM 
hardly  expect  to  suffer  much  lest  damage  than  we  coola 
inflict." 

The  fact  is,  we  have  in  the  United  States  no 
soldiers  in  the  European  acceptation  of  the  terra; 
no  class  set  apart  tor  the  business  of  ftghimg. 
Our  embodied  military  force  is  too  small  to  fonn 
an  exception  to  this  remark;  but  the  whoJe  na- 
tion is  a  nation  of  soldiers  when  the  Bafciv  ofibe 
country  demands  their  services.  Hawtuaied 
to  ftie-arms,  and  iKted  by  habit  for  almost  any 
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the  result.  With  one  exception,  this  Govern- 
ment, in  my  opinion,  sir,  is  the  strongest  Gov- 
ernment on  the  face  of  the  globe.  There  is  no 
question  but  a  sectional  one  which  can  destroy 
it.  If  we  learn  to  be  wise  and  avoid  all  irritating  in- 
terference between  the  North  and  the  South,  leav- 
inff  every  portion  of  our  country  to  manage  its 
anairs  for  itself,  upon  its  own  responsibility,  we 
may  reasonably  look  forward  to  the  indefinite  ex- 
tension of  the  best  and  freest  form  of  government 
ever  committed  to  man.  If  we  do  not,  we  may 
learn  wisdom  at  as  great  a  sacrifice  as  man  ever 
paid  for  his  error. 

Afler  these  experiments  of  the  British  press,  to 
which  I  have  referred,  upon  the  taste  and  feelings 
of  their  own  country,  and  upon  the  forbearance  of 
this,  it  required  a  good  deal  of  courage  on  the  part 
of  the  London  Times,  while  alluding  to  the  views 
entertained,  to  say:  **  We  believe  that  much  of 
this  recklessness  [that  is,  an  advocacy  of  our  own 
cause]  is  owing  to  the  habitually  pacific  tone  in 
which  the  United  States  are  constantly  spoken 
of  in  England." 

I  am  at  a  loss  to  judge  whether  this  remark  is 
an  assertion  or  a  sarcasm.  If  the  former,  it  is  as 
little  creditable  to  the  wisdom  as  to  the  veracity 
of  that  reckless  paper.  If  the  latter,  it  is  one 
redeeming  concession,  the  more  valuable  as  it  is 
almost  without  example. 

"The  British  people,"  says  the  same  great 
controller  of  public  opinion  in  England,  **are 
very  slow  to  go  to  war,  but  they  are  still  slower 
to  metke  peace."  This  national  trait,  thus  dis- 
covered and  disclosed,  must  push  the  credulity 
of  John  Bull  about  as  far  as  he  can  bear,  and  that 
is  saying  a  good  deal;  while  the  pretension  excites 
the  ridicule  of  the  rest  of  the  world.  It  has  been 
oflen  said,  that  the  last  person  a  man  knows  is 
himself;  and  that  the  remark  is  equally  true  of 
nations,  needs  no  better  illustration  than  this 
vaunt  of  the  disposition  of  England  to  bear  and 
forbear,  evinced  by  the  slowness  and  reluctance 
with  which  she  suffers  herself  to  be  driven  into 
hostilities. 

**The  British  people  are  vert  slow  to  go 
TO  WAR !"  Why,  sir,  their  history  for  centuries 
past  has  been  little  else  than  a  history  of  their 
nostilities  with  the  other  Powers  of  the  earth, 
civilized  and  uncivilized,  for  they  have  been  very 
impartial  in  their  aggressions,  as  neither  Chris- 
tian nor  Pagan  has  escaped  their  assaults. 

**  Slow  to  go  to  war  /"  Why,  for  the  last  one 
hundred  and  fifly  years  they  have  hardly  been 
at  peace.  Their  armed  ships  have  been  prowling 
round  the  world,  seeking  territory  they  might  de- 
vour. Ay , and  finding  it,  too — from  mighty  con- 
tinents to  the  smallest  islet  that  decks  the  ocean. 
If  they  had  a  temple  of  Janus,  as  had  the  Romans, 
their  predecessors  in  wars  and  acquisitions,  it 
would  be  as  seldom  shut  as  the  memorable  temple 
of  old. 

**  Slow  to  go  to  tror/"  This  very  journal — the 
Times — told  its  readers,  but  a  short  time  a^o, 
that  the  British  Government  went  to  war  with 
Burmah  for  a  disputed  claim  of  e^90. 

**  Slow  to  so  to  war  /"  but  quick  enough  to  go  to 
war  with  China,  in  order  to  compel  that  country 
to  permit  the  importation  of  opium — a  drug  de- 
structive of  the  health  and  morals  of  its  people; 
and  successful  enough  to  make  that  privilege  one 
of  the  conditions  of  peace,  equal  to  <£7,000,000 
sterling  annually.  I  merely  glance  at  this  sub- 
ject, lor  I  have  no  wish  to  follow  its  details. 
They  are  before  the  world,  and  will  pass  to  the 
judgment  of  posterity. 

**  Slow  to  go  to  war  /"  The  last  accounts  from 
India  tell  us  that  the  populous  kingdom  of  Oude 
is  about  to  follow  the  fate  of  the  other  native 
Governments  of  Hindostan,  and  to  swell  the 
mighty  possessions  of  the  Merchant  Company 
which  rules  the  immense  territories  upon  the 
Indus  and  the  Ganges. 

Mr.  President,  I  desire  to  do  no  injustice  to 
England.  I  appreciate  all  she  has  done  for  the 
intellectual  advancement  of  mankind ,  for  morality 
and  civilization .  Butwhcn  she  plava  the  Pharisee, 
and  thanks  God  she  is  not  like  other  nations,  but 
shuns  war  and  acquisitions,  I,  for  one,  feel  little 
disjposed  to  yield  to  the  boasts  or  denunciations 
of  her  politicians  or  her  journals.  I  have  touched 
but  a  few  facts  in  her  career.  They  might  be 
made  to  assume  a  formidable  array.  I  refer  to 
nothing  which  is  not  before  the  world  and  a 
legitimate  topic  of  examination.    Ho  who  bo- 


our  country,  knows  little  of  the  ceaseless  opera- 
tion of  human  rivalry  and  ambition.  I  am  not 
one  of  those  who  believe  that  by  shutting  our 
eyes  to  dang:er  we  may  avert  it.  That  is  best 
done  by  looking  it  in  the  face  and  preparing  for 
it.  No  nation  ever  escaped  war  by  closing  their 
eyes  to  its  approach;  and  no  nation  ever  brought 
it  on  by  the  exhibition  of  a  resolute  determination 
to  resist  aggression. 

We  have  already,  sir,  it  appears  to  mOf  treated 
this  subject  quite  delicately — gingerly  I  may  say — 
in  the  Senate.  We  had  better  Took  at  things  as 
they  are,  and  call  them  by  their  right  names.  I 
sincerely  trust  we  shall  have  no  war.  And  when 
I  consider  the  condition  of  the  two  countries,  and 
the  calamitous  effect  of  a  war  upon  both,  I  can 
nardly  believe  that  English  statesmen  will  push 
/the  dififerences  to  that  extremity,  though  certainly 
'there  are  ominous  portents  above*  the  horizon 
which  warns  us  that  a  storm  may  not  be  far  ofif. 
But,  at  any  rate,  our  safety  will  not  be  increased 
nor  danger  diminished  by  sitting  still  and  closing 
our  eyes,  and  our  ears,  and  our  mouths  to  every- 
thing around  us,  suffering  events  to  take  their 
own  course,  controlled  by,  not  controlling,  them. 
The  latest  accounts  tell  us  that  several  regiments 
have  been  ordered  from  England  to  Canada.  I 
doubt  the  truth  of  the  report.  Some  yecurs  ago, 
and  without  reference  to  the  Russian  war,  the 
British  Grovernment  withdrew  a  large  portion  of 
its  troops  from  that  province.  It  did  not  need 
them  there;  it  does  not  need  them  there  now 
gither  for  the  purpose  of  defense  or  of  police 
There  is  no  more  immediate  fear  of  an  opposition 
to  British  authority  in  Canada  than  there  is  in 
London.  If  these  troops  have  been  really  or- 
dered there,  the  measure  is  an  act  of  precaution 
or  of  menace,  foreshadowing  ulterior  objjects 
which  depend  on  the  determination  of  the  British 
Government. 

I  have  seen  no  speeches  in  either  House  of  the 
British  Parliament,  from  any  member  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, which  ^WG  rise  to  the  least  expectation 
that  the  views  of  the  Ministry  will  be  changed 
respecting  the  differences  arising  out  of  the  Clay- 
ton>Bulwer  treaty.  I  see,  indeed,  there  are  inti- 
mations that  they  would  be  willing  to  submit 
these  differences  to  the  arbitrament  of  some  friend- 
i^ly  Power.  For  one,  sir,  I  do  not  perceive  how 
such  a  proposition  can  be  accepted .  The  question 
in  dispute  is  hardly  a  question  of  reference.  It 
does  not  relate  to  disputed  facts,  nor  to  the  fair 
construction  of  the  engagements  of  the  parties.  It 
is  a  mere  question  as  to  the  meaning  of  a  word — the 
word  occupy,  to  bring  the  matter  within  its  nar- 
rowest compass.   I  should  as  soon  think  of  refer- 
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ment  which  has  been  proposed  by  the  Senatorfirom 
California.  I  do  not  wisn,  however,  to  put  myself 
under  that  mantle  of  candor  which  the  Senator 
from  Connecticut  [Mr.  Toucbt]  was  disposed  to 
throw  over  us,  and  leave  my  motives  in  any 
doubt.  No  matter  in  what  shape  this  bill  may 
be  put,  I  shall  vote  against  it  for  one  reason, 
which  has  not  been  advei*ted  to  by  any  Senator. 
I  do  not  believe  in  the  propriety  of  these  national 
workshops.  I  do  not  beheve  there  is  any  more 
propriety  or  economy  in  keeping  up  a  national 
machine  shop  to  manufacture  arms,  than  there  is 
in  keeping  up  a  national  tailor  shop  to  roanufiM:- 
ture  uniforms.  I  think  our  experience  will  show 
that  we  can  get  a  much  better  arm,  and  at  a  much 
less  cost,  if  we  go  to  the  private  manufacturer 
who  maikes  them — for  instance,  to  Colt,  who 
makes  pistols,  or  Sharpe,  who  makes  rifles^thaa 
we  can  by  keeping  up  the  national  armories.  I 
believe  our  policy  in  this  respect  is  wrone.  This 
would  be  an  abundant  reason  to  justify  me  in 
voting  against  this  bill,  but  I  do  not  wish  to 
shield  myself  there.  I  vofb  against  it,  because  I 
do  not  think  it  is  called  for.  1  do  not  think  it  is 
wanted.  I  consider  it  an  unnecessary  and  use- 
less expenditure  of  the  public  money. 

Having  said  this  much  more  particularly  in  re- 
gard to  the  bill  under  consideration,  I  desire  to  say 
a  word  or  two  in  regard  to  the  general  subject 
which  has  been  discussed  by  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Michigan,  [Mr.  Cabs.}    He  misunder- 
stood me  if  he  supposed  that  I  said  it  was  my 
opinion  that  any  Senators  who  had  made  speeches 
in  regard  to  our  relations  with  England  desired 
war.    I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  sane  person  in 
the  United  States  who  desires  a  war  with  England. 
I  never  thought  so,  and  I  never  said  so;  but  I  did 
think,  and  I  did  savt  and  I  think  and  say  now, 
that  the  tendencyoi  speeches  in  the  Senate  has 
been  to  provoke  war.    The  effect  of  them,  what- 
ever may  be  tlieir  intent,  has  been  to  produce  that 
very  state  of  feeling  which  they  deprecate.    I 
think  too  much  heed  is  given  to  newspaper  articles. 
I  believe  it  is  giving  too  much  consequence  to 
them  to  answer  them  in  thp  Senate.    My  opinion 
is  that,  when  a  newspaper  comes  to  us  containing 
such  statements  as  nave  been  alluded  to  by  the 
Senator  from  Michigan ,  the  better  way  of  answer- 
ing them  would  be  to  cdlow  our  own  newspapers 
to  do  it.     If  die  British  press  has  abused  us,  we 
have  newspapers  in  this  country  to  return  what 
they  say;  and  if  they  will  only  abuse  the  Briiish 
half  as  badly  as  they  have  abtuied  the  Abolition- 
ists, the  British  will  get  a  great  deal  worse  than 
they  send,  and  the  matter  need  not  be  introduced 
here.     [Laughter.]    Now,  sir,  I  have  a  London 
•paper — I  do  not  often  get  one,  but  by  accident  I 
have  got  one  this  morning,  and  I  desire  to  read  an 
extract  from  the  London   Daily  Telegraph  of 
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ing  to  arbitration  the  meaning  of  the  words  free,  February  20,  a  very  late  date,  it  says: 
sovereign,  and  independent  States,  in  the ,/"  The  arrival  of  the  Africa,  as  announced  in  oar  jrener- 
treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain  which  rccog-  Vf  5*^'?  ""Preswon,  bringing  newa  from  New  York  up  w  Uw 
^\^^^ ^%^,.\r^A^T^rtAi^rx^^  Ao  *Ka  w/^wlo /%»^ii«%-»«Jwi  ^Ui  instaut,  bv  no  meaiu  tends  to  lessen  the  rearrnwr- 
nizes  our  independence,  as  the  words  occupy  and  ,  ^^^^^  ^  ^^  ^^  ^  ^upiure  with  the  United  State.  » 
assume  and  exercise  domimon,  m  the  Clayton-  .        _  .^-_„j^ 

Bulwer  treaty.  The  former  measure  would  be 
just  as  reasonable  and  honorable  as  the  latter.  No 
arbitrator,  whether  understanding  the  English 


language  or  not,  can  tell  us  better  than  we  now 
know  what  a  treaty  means  when  it  says,  that 
neither  party  shall  occupy  or  possess  any  domin- 
ion in  Central  America,  except  in  the  single  case 
provided  for  in  the  rider  annexed  to  it.  If  any 
other  occupation  is  retained,  the  treaty  is  violated. 
And  we  profess  to  know  what  occupation  means, 
without  resorting  to  the  lexicographical  knowl- 
edge or  good  ofHces  of  fViend  or  foe.  If  England 
can  hold  possession  without  occupation,  slicmay 
make  out  her  case.  If  she  cannot,  ours  i^nade 
out.  The  reference  of  such  a  question  won  Id  be 
but  a  subterfuge  unworthy  of  our  position  and 
our  cause. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  in  the  state  of 
our  foreign  relations,  I  shall  vote  for  the  propo- 
sition of  the  Military  Committee.  I  think  we  are 
called  upon  to  do  so  by  considerations  which  will 
be  felt  and  approved  by  the  American  people. 

Mr.  HALE.  Mr.  President,  when  I  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  engrossment  of  this 
bill,  and  recorded  my  vote  against  it,  I  supposed 
I  had  discharged  alltne  duty  which  would  pertain 
to  me  in  relation  to  it.  I  had  various  reasons 
which  induced  me  to  vote  against  it.  One  was 
,  the  want  of  specificness  in  the  appropriations;  but 
i  that  difficulty  has  been  obviatea  by  the  amend- 


alnuMt  ioevitablc.  Every  fresh  packet  from  the  other  iide 
of  the  AUontic  more  and  more  convinces  us  of  the  correct- 
ness of  the  views  we  have  expressed,  that  it  bchoovcsJBng^ 
land  to  be  up  and  stirring,  or  othenvi«c  we  will  find  the  foe 
at  our  doors  before  being  prepared  to  meet  him.  Important 
debates  have  taken  place  in  the  Senate,  and  unmirtskaws 
has  been  the  language  of  Mr.  8BWAaD,and  Mr.  Foot  jm 
Vermont.  The  lauer  i^onator  has  thrown  down  the  laonusi 
of  defiance  "— — 

Mr.  CASS.  Am  I  out  of  that  scrape  ?  [Laugh- 
ter.] 

Mr.  HALE.    Yes,  sir,  entirely. 

"  The  latter  Senator  [Mr.  Foot]  has  thrown  ^lo'"  jj* 
gauntlet  of  defiance,  and  beards  England  on  *>«£  ^f'^fJJ; 
We  are  now  warned  off;  and  if  we  ikil  to  obey  the  hsugn  v 
and  insulting  mandate,  wc  are  to  be  'removti  by  f»rc»  oj 
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Finally,  this  article  says: 

«  We  arc  afraid  there  is  but  one  way  to  settle  dikidto- 
pnte,  and  that  is  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  Toe  W^J 
siveppirit  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  reqaiW"" 
humbling,  and  it  is  for  us  to  perfbrm  the  task.' 

I  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  sending  this 
article  to  the  Washington  Union,  and  allowing 
that  paper  to  answer  it.     But,  sir,  that  is  not  tne 
only  news  we  have  from  Europe,  and  En^ifto*! 
not  the  only  country  watching  us— we  being  in 
great  Republic  of  the  world.    I  proposfi  to  reau 
an  extract  from  the  French  organ,  La  Patnt,  ui 
organ  of  Louis  Napoleon's  administration: 

"  Le  nouveau  president  dc  la  Ch»n»bre  des  K«f^'^ 
M.  Nathaniel  Banks,  out  vn  norrappartenani  ■  "^ 


resentttion  R6publtcaine  de  Mnmarbuaett*' 


quality  dTiOrarae  de  eoulAtr  et  d'AlwIitionlal^  «•  *** 
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Woald  the  Senator  advocate  a  policy  of  that 
sort }  Are  we  to  fold  our  arms,  are  we  to  sus- 
pend all  our  improvements  in  this  country,  be- 
causcvforsooth,  John  Bull  may  become  offended, 
*Bnd  suppose  we  entertain  hostile  views  towards 
him.'  That  seems  to  be  the  argument  of  the 
honorable  and  distinguished  Senator  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Seward,]  who  has  objected  to  this 
bill  because  it  may  be  construed  into  a  hostile 
demonstration  on  the  part  of  this  Government. 
Sir,  I  must  express  my  surprise  at  the  course 
which  the  honorable  Senator  from  New  York  has 
exhibited  during  this  session.  At  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session,  when  the  debate  originated 
on  the  Clayton-Bulwer  treaty,  that  honorable 
Senator  made  what  was  considered  here  and  else- 
where as  a  most  warlike  speech.  With  a  spirit 
of  manliness  and  patriotism  which  I  thought  did 
him  honor,  he  came  to  the  support  of  the  Admin- 
istration on  this  important  and  delicate  subject. 
He  said  that  the  Administration  had  taken  the 
proper  course,  that  the  construction  which  it  had 
put  on  the  Clayton-Bulwer  treaty  was  the  correct 
construction,  and  that  he  was  not  only  disposed 
to  support  the  Administration,  but  to  support  it 
even  to  the  extent  of  war,  if  war  should  be  neces- 
sary, to  sustain  the  rights  and  honor  of  the  coun- 
try. To  use  an  expression  which  the  honorable 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire  has  rendered  class- 
ical on  this  occasion,  hemade  the  most  bellicose 
«peech  that  was  uttered  in  the  Senate. .  He  was 
noteven  behtnd  the  distinguished  gentleman  from 
Michigan,  [Mr.  Cabs.] 

When  I  heard  these  various  speeches  at  the 
opening  of  the  debate,  I  congratulated  myself  that 
there  was  a  general  unity'and  conformity  of  sen- 
timent amongst  the  three  parties  of  the  country 
on  this  great  and  important  subject.  The  distin- 
guished Senator  from  Delaware,  [Mr.  Clatton,] 
not  now  in  his  seat,  is  understood  to  be  at  the 
head  of  what  is  called  the  American  party — what 
we  call  the  Know  Nothing  party.    The  Senator, _  understanding  ^of  its  terms?     We   musl  either 


from  New  York  stands  at  the  head  and  front  of 
what  he  and  his  friends  call  the  Republican  party, 
but  what  their  opponents  call,  from  their  peculiar 
idiosyncracy,  the  Black  Republican  party.  The 
distinguished  Senator  from  Michigan  is  the  em- 
bodiment, as  well  as  the  leader  of  the  great  Dem- 
ocratic party  of  the  Union.  These  gentlemen, 
standing  thus  at  the  head  of  the  three  great  Amer- 
ican parties,  all  came  together  and  expressed 
the  same  sentiments,  the  same  feelings,  and 
the  same  high-minded  and  honorable  patriotism 
which,  I  trust,  will,  on  every  proper  occasion,  be 
exhibited  by  the  whole  American  people.  But, 
•ir,  the  Senator  from  New  York,  now,  and  in  one 
or  two  other  speeches  which  he  has  done  us  the 
honor  recently  to  present  tons,  seems  to  be  back- 
ing out  from  his  former  manly  position  which  he 
occupied  in  the  early  part  of  the  debate.  Then 
he  was  like  Mars,  wi..h  his  panoply  over  him  and 
shield  ready  for  war;  now  he  is  as  tender  as  a 
lucking  dove.    Then  he  was  for  war,  if  war  was 


the  honorable  Senator  would  have  them  do  as  a 
celebrated  captain  of  horse,  one  of  the  constituents 
of  my  honorable  friend  from  Alabama,  once  did 
on  a  similar  occasion.  He  was  the  commandant 
of  a  troop  of  horse  in  what  was  called  the  CreeR 
war  of  1836,  and  one  of  his  neighbors,  who  knew 
him  well  and  watched  the  progress  of  his  warlike 
movements  denounced  him  among  his  neighbors 
as  more  of  a  horse  thief  than  a  horse  commander. 
Upon  one  occasion,  after  this  accu9ation  had  come 
to  the  ears  of  the  redoubtable  captain,  at  a  muster 
ground  in  his  county,  he  was  exceedingly  hostile 
and  very  brave.  He  said  that  this  man  had 
accused  him  of  being  a  horse-thief,  and  if  he 
came  there  he  would  give  him  a  personal  chas- 
tisement for  his  insolence.  The  words  were 
scarcely  out  of  his  mouth,  when  the  individual 
rode  up,  and,  tying  bis  horse,  came  into  the  crowd. 
The  captain  at  once  invited  him  to  go  behind  the 
grogg^ry  to  have  a  privato  interview,  and  there 
he  said  to  him,  *'  Sir,  I  understand  that  you  have 
accused  me  of  being  a  horse-thief;  I  aesire  to 
know,  sir,  whether  you  said  so  V*  The  gentle- 
man very  modestly  told  him,  *♦  Yes,  sir,  I  presume 
I  did  say  so.  because  that  is  my  opinion  of  you; 
now,  sir,  what  do  you  want.^"  "Oh,  nothing, 
sir;  I  only  thought  I  would  ask  you. "  [Laughter.] 

Surely  this  cannot  be  the  disposition  of  the 
American  people.  Are  we  to  bluster  up  to  John 
Bull  and  talk  al>out  warlike  measures,  and  then,  if 
he  does  not  execute  this  treaty,  and  determines 
not  to  do  it,  are  we  to  say, "  Our  object  was  merely 
to  ascertain  your  opinion  upon  this  subject.^"  Is 
that  the  policy  which  this  Government  is  to  pur- 
sue towards  Great  Britain?  Is  that  unmanly, 
cowardly,  and  degrading  policy  the  course  which 
our  Government  is  to  pursue  on  this  important 
subject  ?    I  trust  not. 

What,  then,  would  be  the  result  of  a  final  re- 
fusal dn  the  part  of  Great  Britain  to  execute  the 
treaty  according  to  its  terms — according  to  our 


back  out  from  the  position  which  we  have  as- 
sumed, or  we  must  ^o  to  war  with  Great  Britain 
to  enforce  the  position  we  have  taken.  One  of 
the  two  is  inevitable.  Some  gentlemen  advocate 
the  policy  of  abrogating  the  treaty;  but  what 
should  be  accomplished  oy  that?  Suppose  we 
should  abrogate  it,  would  tnat  deprive  Great  Brit- 
ain of  her  possession  (which  we  dispute)  of  a 
portion  of  Central  America  ?  No,  sir,  it  would 
not  have  that  effect.  What  effect  would  it  have  ? 
What  good  would  it  do?  Others  advocate  the 
policy  of  not  only  abrogating  the  treaty,  but  of 
repealing  our  neutrality  laws  so  far  as  Central 
America  is  concerned,  and  if  a  proposition  of  that 
sort  were  brought  forward  I  would  vote  for  it  to- 
morrow. Suppose  we  were  to  do  that,  and  were 
to  allow  our  nllibusters  to  go  to  Central  America 
and  join  Walker's  government,  they  would  very 
soon  possess  the  land,  and  probably  they  would 
oust  Great  Britain  of  her  possession  there;  but 
that  would   bring  Nicaragua  into  conflict  with 


necessary;  now  he  is  for  peace;  and  he  is  against  LOreat  Britain.     War  between  those  nations  would 

any  measure  which  may  have  the  semblance  of  a     ' '    "         ^  '^  ^  ' 

desire  on  the  part  of  this  Government  to  go  to 
war  with  England.  I  do  not  understand  the  policy 
which  the  Senator  from  New  York  has  exhibitea. 


I  do  not  understand  the  policy  of  blowing  hot  and 


necessarily  ensue,  and  our  honor  would  demand 
of  us  to  support  Nicaragua.     We  could  not  avoid 
it  and  act  with  honor.     It  would  necessarily  in- 
volve us  in  a  war  with  Great  Britain. 
View  this  subject  tfs  you  please,  sir,  it  seems 


blowing  cold  in  the  same  breath,  of  backing  and  to  me  that  there  is  not  only  danger,  but  imminent 
filling  for  which  the  honorable  Senator  seems  to\^anger,  of  a  war  with  Great  Britain.  I  admit  that 
have  so  much  taste.  <  my  opinion  cannot  stand  by  the  side  of  those  of 


Mr.  President,  1  am  not  one  of  those  who  be- 
lieve, or  affect  to  beUeve,  that  there  is  no  danger 
of  a  war  with  Great  Britain.  I  do  not  believe 
that  war  ought  to  spring  out  of  the  negotiations 
and  difficulties  which  now  exist  between  this  Gov- 
ernment and  that,  and  1  trust  no  war  will  ensue ;  but 
I  cannot  shut  my  eyes  to  the  conclusion  that  there 
. ''is  danger — imminent  danger— of  war  bctweefl  but 
^  two  countries.  What  is  the  position  of  this  Govern- 
ment in  relation  to  the  Clayton-Bulwer  treaty  ? 
It  is  that  we  demand  of  Great  Britain  an  execu- 
tion of  that  treaty  according  to  our  construction 
of  it.  Is  not  that  what  the  Administration  has 
demanded  ?  Assuredly  it  is.  It  is  what  the  Sen- 
ator from  New  York  himself  has  argued  and 
defended.  It  is  a  demand  on  the  part  of  this 
Government,  of  Great  Britain,  that  she  shall  faith- 
fully and  properly  execute  the  treaty  according 
to  its  terms.  Suppose  Great  Britain  shall  continue 
obstinate,  and  finally  shall  decide  that  she  will  not 
execute  the  treaty  according  Uwour  construction 
of  it,  what  will  this  Govemneat  do?   Perhaps 


the  "  potent,  grave,  and  reverend  signiors"  who 
have  expressed  different  opinions;  but,  neverthe- 
less, it  is  my  opinion,  and  I  give  it  for  what  it  is 
worth.  What  would  be  the  condition  of  the 
United  States  if  we  were  precipitated  into  a  war 
with  Great  Britain  ?  She  is  how  about  to  make  a 
peace  with  Russia;  and  if  that  peace  be  now  con- 
cluded, Great  Britain  will  be  in  the  best  condition 
she  has  ever  been  in  since  the  foundation  of  the 
government  to  the  present  day,  for  a  war  with 
the  United  States.  She  has  a  larger  naval  arma- 
ment than  she  has  ever  had  before.  She  has  a 
larger  and  better-appointed  army  than  she  has 
heretofore  boasted  of;  she  has  the  most  magni- 
ficent materials  of  war  that  any  country  or  any 
age  has  ever  seen.  In  the  event  of  a  war  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  this  immense 
naval  armament,  this  stupendous  fabric  of  an 
army  would  be  precipitated  on  the  United  States. 
What  would  be  our  condition  to  meet  them? 
Notwithstanding  the  weak  condition  in  which  we 
should  be  placed  towards  such  tremendous  and 


overpowering  forces  as  Great  Britain  would  have 
it  in  her  power  to  bring  against  us,  we  stand  here 
and  talk  about  voting  $3,000,000  to  increase  the 
arms  of  the  United  States ! 

Sir,  the  policy  of  the  Father  of  his  Country, 
his  injunction  to  us,  was,  in  time  of  peace  to  pre- 
pare for  war;  but  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Tennessee  reverses  the  proposition  of  the  great 
Washington.  His  policy  is  not  to  prepare  for 
war  in  time  of  peace,  but  to  prepare  for  war  when 
war  is  upon  us.  Sir,  I  differ  from  the  honorable 
gentleman  as  to  the  true  policy  of  this  Govern- 
ment. If  England  enters  into  a  peace  with  RuMia, 
with  her  immense  armament  and  the  powerful 
sinews  of  war  which  she  now  possesses,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Senator  from  Michigan,  with  which 
I  concur,  it  would  be  an  inducement  for  her  to 
adhere  firmly  and  obstinately  to  the  position 
which  she  has  assumed  in  relation  to  the  Clayton- 
Bulwer  treaty.  I  believe  that  the  British  Ministry 
are  hostile  to  this  Government,  and  that  there  is 
but  one  possible  manner  in  which  war  between 
that  Government  and  this  can  be  avoided.  She 
would  not  be  willing  to  come  in  collision  with 
the  United  States  if  the  peace  conferences  at 
Paris  should  end  fruitlessly— she  would  have  her 
hands  full  with  Russia;  but  if  peace  should  be 
established,  with  all  her  present  means  of  offens- 
ive and  aggressive  warfare  in  her  hands,  with 
the  hostility  of  the  British.  Ministry  exhibited  as 
it  has  been  exhibited  against  this  country,  there 
is  but  one  hope  of  peace  between  the  two  nations; 
and  that  is,  that  the  popular  voice  in  Great  Britain 
may  control  tlie  British  Ministsy.  Whether  it 
will  do  so  or  not,  is  not  for  me  to  decide.  TKe 
British  Grovernment  enters  into  questions  of  war 
without  reference  to  the  popular  voice.  They  are 
not,  as  is  the  Administration  in  this  country,  con- 
trolled by  the  voice  of  the  people. 

We  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  a  war  is 
imminent  between  this  country  and  Great  Brit- 
ain; and  if  it  is  to  come,  we  ought  to  be  prepared 
for  it.  We  should  not  only  have  our  Navy  in- 
creased to  an  extent  equal  to  the  emergency,  but 
we  should  put  all  our  coast  cities  in  a  state  of  de- 
fense, and  I  would  even  go  as  far  as  the  suc^- 
tion  made  by  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire, 
and  put  our  lake  coast  also  in  a  state  of  de- 
fense. It  can  do  no  harm.  This  appropriation  of 
{1^,000,000  will  be  useful,  even  without  war.  It 
IS  called  for  by  the  Administration  for  the  pur- 
pose of  putting  old  arms  into  a  good  condiuon. 
The  Senator  from  California,  who  is  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  states  to  the 
Senate  that  the  number  or  old  arms  distributed 
heretofore  to  the  States  amounts  to  three  hundred 
thousand,  and  that  it  will  reqi^  more  than 
$1,000,000  to  make  those  arms  useful  to  the  peo- 
ple in  whose  hands  they  are.  Is  this  nothing  to 
be  accomplished  ?  Ought  not  this  to  be  done,  even 
without  reference  to  the  contingency  of  a  war? 
Besides,  the  construction  of  new  arms  ou?bt  to 
keep  pace  with  the  improvements  which  the 
world  has  made. 

Mr.  President,  all  these  various  considerations, 
even  without  reference  to  the  probabiUty  of  wari 
make  this  appropriation,  at  least,  plausible;  I 
should  consider  it  proper.  It  is  our  doty,  how- 
ever, to  look  to  the  difiiculties  which  exist  be- 
tween this  Gtjvcrnment  and  Great  Britain.  The 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire  advocates  the  ref- 
erence of  the  dispute  to  arbitration.  1  do  wt 
believe  the  present  Administration  is  willing  to 
arbitrate  this  great  snbject.  For  one,  I  should  w 
opposed  to  that  course.  I  do  not  think  we  could 
refer  this  questfon  to  any  nation  without  dishonor 
to  the  American  people.  We  have  taken  our  po- 
sition, and  on  that  position  I  think  the  Arncncan 
people  are  determined  to  stand.  They  will  wip- 
port  this  Administration,  or  any  other  who  shaU 
exhibit  firmness  and  patriotism  in  behalf  of  the 
rights,  interests,  and  honor  of  mis  great  nation- 

For  these  reasons,  and  others  to  which  I  naignt 
advert,  if  time  permitted,  I  am  in  f*^***'.^'^.  « 
aopropriation  contained  in  this  bill,  and  snaJi 
cneerrully  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  BROWN  obtained  the  floor.  .    .    . 

Mr.  BELL.  Will  the  Senator  from  Mississippi 

allow  me  to  put  the  honorable  Senator  (romwor- 
gia  right?  •  u-  - 

.    Mr.  BROWN.  I  have  no  objection  to  yielding 
the  floor  temporarily,  if  I  can  retain  tayngai 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Tenneai>es.    I  meeriy  wiah  "> 
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printed  in  c|uarto  form,  as  provided  for  in  the 
resolution,  it  would  not  be  much  more  convenient 
to  have  it  printed  in  some  smaller  shape  ? 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  I  will  state  that  there 
are  tables  which  it  will  be  impossible  to  insert 
in  a  pa|^e  of  less  size  than  is  provided  for  in  the 
resolution.  The .  size  and  shape  of  the  volume 
will  be  something  like  this  which  I  hold  in  my 
hand,  which  is  a  similar  work  prepared  in  Great 
Britain. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Must  not  the  resolution 
go  to  the  Commictee  on  Printing  ? 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  No,  sir,  it  does  not 
provide  for  printing  extra  copies. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  would  suggest  to  the  gentleman 
that  a  motion  to  print  extra  copies  had  better  be 
made,  so  that  the  matter  may  go  to  the  Committee 
on  Printing,  to  ascertain  wnat  the  cost  may  be. 
If  this  work  is  as  valuable  as  I  suppose  it  to  be 
by  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State  which  has 
been  read,  I  presume  extra  copies  ought  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Why  not  move  that  twenty 
thousand  extra  copies  be  printed? 

Mr.  WASHBmiNE.  The  resolution  I  have 
ofiered  only  provides  for  the  usual  number  of 
copies.  I  hope  it  will  be  adopted  in  that  form. 
If  It  is  desiraole  to  print  extra  copies,  we  can  do 
it  afterwards. 

Mr.  ORR.  If  there  are  to  be  extra  copies 
printed,  it  is  important  that  the  order  shoulu  be 
made  at  once,  so  as  to  save  the  expense  of  double 
composition.  I  therefore  submit  a  motion,  in  con- 
nection with  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois,  that  twenty  tliousand  extra  copies  be 
printed,  which,  I  suppose,  wiil  go,  under  the 
rule,  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  will  go  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing,  but  will  not  carry  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois.  It  is  com- 
petent for  the  House  to  commit  the  resolution  to 
the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  wish  to  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois  if  he  has  made  any  esti- 
mate, or  received  any,  as  to  what  size  the  work 
is  likely  to  be — how  many  volumes,  and  how 
many  pages,  quarto,  it  will  be  likely  to  make? 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  It  will  make  one  volume 

?uarto,  I  suppose,  of  about  three  hundred  pages, 
t  is  important,  as  I  stated  before,  that  it  should 
be  printed  in  qucurto  form,  because  it  embraces 
tables  which  it  will  be  difficult  to  print  on  pages 
of  less  size. 

Mr.  JONES.  It  seems,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  me, 
from  the  pile  of  papers  upon  your  table,  that  the 
work  must  be  a  very  voluminous  one;  and  the 
character  of  the  work  is  one  that  will  be  very  ex- 
pensive in  printing.  It  will  be  fully  as  large,  I 
should  think,  as  the  large  volume  of  the  census 
report. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  I  hope  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  will  not  embarrass  the  res- 
olution, as  offered,  by  a  motion  to  print  any  num- 
ber of  extra  copies.  Let  tlie  resolution  pass  in 
its  present  form.  Let  the  printing  be  done — with 
the  usual  number  of  copies — by  the  printer  of  this 
House.  Then,  if  at  any  future  time  the  House 
shall  desire  to  print  extra  copies  of  the  work,  the 
order  can  be  made. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  did  not  understand  the  suggestion 
of  the  Chair  in  response  to  my  motion.  It  was 
not  my  purpose  to  embarrass  or  postpone  the  res- 
olution of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois.  I  simply 
desire  that  my  motion  to  print  twenty  thousand 
extra  copies  snail  go  to  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  suggestion  of  the  Chair 
was  that  that  would  not  carry  the  resolution. 

Mr.  ORR.    Thot  was  my  understanding. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  I  have  no  objection  to 
that. 

Mr.  FLAGLER.  I  have  but  a  word  to  say, 
and  that  is  in  reference  to  the  proposition  ih  the 
resolution,  that  the  document  be  printed  under  the 
direction  of  the  State  Department.  1  do  not  see, 
Uiough  I  have  before  read  the  letter  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  State,  why  this  work  should  be  taken 
out  of  the  reffular  order  of  procedure.  We  have 
a  superintendent  of  the  public  printing.  It  is  his 
duty  to  superintend  the  public  printing.  In  this, 
as  in  all  other  cases,  the  proof-sheets  will  from 
time  to  time  be  submitted  to  those  in  the  Depart- 
ment who  are  appointed  to  rsad  and  correct  them. 


If  we  take  the  work  out  of  the  usual  order,  and 
have  it  printed  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  we  may,  with  the  same  propriety,  so 
order  in  reference  to  every  other  report  from  the 
Departments  sent  to  this  House,  and  which  is 
ordered  by  it  to  be  printed. 

The  objection  I  have  is,  that  this  will  establish 
a  precedent  which,  if  followed  out,  will  leave  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Printing,  superintend- 
ent only  in  name,  and  the  reports  will  be  printed 
under  the  direction  of  the  Secretaries  from  whom 
they  emanate.  I  am  for  having  the  superintend- 
ent discharge  his  duty.  I  do  not  see  why  he 
cannot  superintend  this  printing  with  as  much 
facility  and  correctness  as  he  does  every  other.  I 
am  assured  that  if  it  be  printed  under  his  direc- 
tion, in  the  usual  way,  the  proof-slieets  will  go 
to  the  Department  of  State,  and  there  be  submit- 
ted to  any  proof-reader  designated  by  the  Depart- 
ment to  oversee  and  make  all  necessary  correc- 
tions. For  this  reason  I  prefer  that  that  portion 
of  the  resolution  should  be  stricken  out.  I  think 
that  this  ought  to  be  printed,  as  other  documents 
coming  from  the  Departments,  under  the  super- 
intendence of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Print- 
ing. 

Mr.  FULLER,  of  Maine.  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
have  watched,  from  time  to  time,  the  progress  of 
this  work,  and  am  fully  satisfied  that  it  is  emi- 
nently valuable  and  much  needed  by  the  country. 
I  think  there  are  reasons  why  the  views  suggested 
in  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State  should  be 
carried  out.  The  clerk,  or  head  of  the  bureau, 
who  supervised  the  collection  and  arrangement  of 
those  statistics,  will  then  be  charged  with  the  ex- 
amination of  the  proof-sheets,  and  the  responsi- 
bility for  errors  of  printing  will  be  entirely  upon 
him.  It  is  said  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  that  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Printing 
could  do  this.  The  superintendent  has  nothing 
to  do  but  to  deliver  the  work  to  the  subordinates 
under  him,  take  char^  of  its  printing,  and  see 
that  it  is  returned  to  him.  He  cannot,  of  course, 
attend  to  the  proof-sheets.  His  attention  must  be 
devoted  to  the  general  subject  of  printing.  I 
think,  therefore,  that  there  is  a  propriety  in 
having  that  person  read  the  proof-sheets  who 
supervised  the  arrangement  of  the  statistics. 

So  far  as  I  am  acquainted  with  the  form  of  the 
book  which  has  been  suggested,  I  think  that  the 
quarto  being  adopted  instead  of  the  octavo  will 
be  itself  a  matter  of  economy. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  desire  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  to  modify  his  motion 
so  that  the  Committee  on  Printing  will  be  in- 
structed to  report  to  this  House  the  cost  of  the 
work  per  volume.  In  the  quarto  form  the  bind- 
ing itself  will  cost  sixty  cents  per  volume.  There 
wDl  also  be  increased  expense  for  paper  and 
printing.  We  may  form  some  idea  of  the  probable 
costof  the  twenty  thousand  extra  copiefi;  they  will 
probably  cost  not  less  than  |30,000.  As  to  the 
suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  Flagler,]  I  will  say  that  1  do  not  under- 
stand that  the  resolution  intends  to  take  from  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Public  Printing  the  superin- 
tendence of  the  mechanical  execution  of  the  work; 
only  that  the  work  is  to  be  printed  under  the 
supervision  of  the  State  Department,  with  a  view 
to  nave  it  correctly  done.  The  Department  has 
all  the  original  correspondence,  and  will  be  com- 
petent to  correct  whatever  errors  may  have  crept 
into  the  text  or  typography  of  the  work.  The 
superintendent  will  still  have  the  superintendence 
over  this,  which  he  has  over  printing  ^nerally. 
He  will  attend  to  the  mechanical  execution  of  the 
document;  the  State  Department  to  the  correct- 
ness of  the  text  and  tables. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  have  no  objection  to  the  modifi- 
cation proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see. I  supposed  that  the  committee,  when  it 
made  its  report,  would,  if  asked,  be  able  to  state 
the  cost.    I  accept  the  modification. 

Mr.  JONES.  My  modification  is  in  these 
words:  **  and  that  the  Committee  on  Printing  be 
instructed  to  report  the  cost  per  volume  of  the 
extra  copies." 

The  SPEAKER.  The  order  for  extra  copies 
^oes  under  the  rule  to  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, but  it  does  not  carry  the  resolution  with  it.  - 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

RETURN  OF  A  BILL  FROM  COURT  OF  CLAIMS. 
Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio,  offered  the  fol- 


lowing resolution;  whicft  was  read,  considered, 
and  agree(f  fo: 

Retoleedf  That  the  Coart  of  Claimi  be  requested  to  i«- 
turn  to  this  House  the  memoriaj  of  Mre.  Lewri^t  Brown- 
ing- and  the  papers  accompanying  Senate  bill  No.  6^, 
the  MHie  not  being  within  the  jurisdiction  of  mid  conn; 
which  menioriaj  and  accompanying  papeisvererefenwdto 
said  court  under  the  general  order  of  the  House  of  Much 
3,  1855. 

ENROLLED  BILL. 

Mr.  DAVIDSON,  fronv  the  Committee  on  En- 
rolled Bills,  reported  as  correctly  enrolled  an  act 
to  admit  to  register  or  enrollment  the  schooner 
Zadock  Pratt;  which  thereupon  received  the  sig- 
nature of  the  Speaker. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  SPEAKER  hud  before  the  House  a  mes- 
sage from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
transmitting  a  communication  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  in  reference  to  Indian  distarbaoces 
inOr^nand  Washington  Territories,and  recom- 
mending an  immediate  appropriation  of  $300,000; 
which  was  referred  to  tne  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Department 
of  State,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  date  of 
the  1st  of  November  last,  addressed  to  that  De- 
partment by  Mr.  S.  Wells  Williams,  the  inter- 
preter of  the  mission  of  the  United  States  to 
China,  setting  forth  the  inadequacy  of  the  salary 
allowed  by  law  to  that  officer,  and  recommending 
the  consideration  of  the  subject  to  Congress; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  transmitting  a  letter  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  relative  to  the  necessity  of  fill- 
ing up  a  part  of  the  site  of  the  Norfolk  custom- 
house, and  recommending  an  appropriation  there- 
for; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, transmitting  copies  of  receipts  and 
disbursements  for  the  services  of  the  Post  Office 
Department  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1855; 
which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Post  Office 
Department,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  d8th  of  Feb- 
ruary, rec[uesting  information  in  reference  to  the 
building  in  the  process  of  construction  at  Bu&lo, 
for  a  custom-house,  post  office,  ^c 

Mr.  HAVEN.  The  reading  of  that  paper 
might  as  well  be  dispensed  with.  It  has  refer- 
ence to  the  Buffalo  custom-house  and  post  office. 
A  communication  from  the  Secreuuy  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  in  reference  to  the  same 
subject,  a  few  days  ago,  was  laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  I  move  that  the  same 
disposition  may  be  made  of  these  papers;  and  I 
shall  ask  the  House  ,^  a  few  days,  to  take  up 
the  subject  and  act  ti^n  it. 

The  communication  was  laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  SPEAKER  then  laid  before  the  House  a 
communication  from  the  Navy  Department,  trans- 
mitting a  detailed  statement  of  the  expenditure  of 
the  contingent  fund  for  the  Navy  Department,  and 
its  several  bureaus,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  the 
dOth  of  June,  1855;  which  was  laid  upon  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Court  of 
Claims,  returning,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution 
of  the  House  or  Representatives  of  the  7th  in- 
stant, House  bill  No.  723,  which  was  referred  to 
the  Court  of  Claims  by  a  general  order  of  the 
House  in  March,  1855. 
The  bill  was  placed  upon  the  files  of  the  House. 
Also,  the  depositions  taken  in  the  case  of  tbe 
contested  election  of  Delegate  from  the  Territory 
of  Nebraska;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ejections. 

Bennett's  digest  of  pension  laws,  etc. 

Mr.  PENNINGTON.  I  ask  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  House  to  introduce  a  resolution. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  My  moiion  to 
adjourn  is  pending:.  I  only  waived  it  to  allow 
the  Speaker  to  lay  before  the  House  certain  ex- 
ecutive communications. 

Mr.  PENNINGTON.  1  ask  the  gcnUeman  to 
withdraw  the  motion.  I  desire  to  offer  a  ^^^' 
tion,  merely  for  the  purpose  of  having  it  referred, 

Mr.  JONES.    WcU;!  withdraw  the  motwo. 
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to  pay  them  for  it.  While  I  am  witling  that  every- 
thing should  be  done  in  connection  with  this  ques- 
tion wliich  wiU  throw  light  on  any  point  that  the 
Senate  is  called  on  to  decide,  I  cannot  shut  ray 
eyes  to  the  fact  that  certain  things  are  occurring 
here  every  day,  the  tendency  of  which-*-I  will 
not  say  the  object  of  which,  because  I  impugn  no 
gentleman's  motives--is  simply  to  create  more 
feeling  and  more  solicitude  m  the  community, 
and  particularly  on  the  part  of  the  individuals  af- 
fected by  the  action  of  the  board,  and  their  friends, 
than  already  exist;  and,  so  far  as  I  can  discover, 
without  any  practical  result. 

The  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  some  time 
since,  reported  a  bill,  which  I  have  supposed  was 
what  the  committee  proposed  to  do  m  reference 
to  this  question.  I  was  not  aware  that  they  pro- 
posed to  do  anything  else,  nor  have  I  supposed 
that  it  was  in  tneir  power  to  do  anything  else. 
Their  power  is  to  propose  legislation.  That  bill, 
I  repeat,  I  have  understood  to  comprehend  the 
scope  of  all  the  legislation  which  that  committee 
recommends  to  the  Senate  on  this  subject.  For 
that  purpose,  such  an  inquiry  as  this  is  not  im- 
portant at  all,  because  the  bill  already  reported 
by  the  committee  proposes  to  transfer  any  reme- 
dys,  so  far  as  they  are  to  be  made,  to  the  execu- 
tive department,  where  they  properly  belong.  If 
there  were  to  be  a  trial  here,  if  an  investigation 
were  to  be  made  here  by  which  the  Senate  ^ould 
be  called  upon  to  determine  the  propriety  or  im- 
propriety of  the  action  of  the  President  in  any 
one  of  these  cases,  for  the  purpose  of  reviewing 
his  action,  that  might  present  a  different  question; 
but  I  confess  I  should  be  very  slow  to  adopt  the 
policy  in  such  a  case  as  that. 

The  petitions  an*  mcmori2ils  in  these  cases 
have  been  very  numerous.  They  are  not  yet 
ended;  they  are  coming  in  every  day.  If  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  is  to  investigate  ail 
the  allegations  which  they  contain,  and  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers  for  that  purpose,  I  say 
again,  it  seems  to  mc  to  be  opening  a  door  that 
you  will  never  find  an  opportunity  to  close.  The 
only  practical  result  which  I  can  discover  will  be 
to  incur  an  enormous  expense;  to  throw  on  the 
committee  a  vast  amount  of  labor;  to  add  greatly 
to  the  excitement  and  ill-feeling  which  exists 
among  tlicsc  officers,  and  between  them  and  the 
board  and  the  Department,  without  producing 
anypractical  ffood. 

while,  as  f  have  said,  it  is  with  great  reluct- 
ance that  I  object  to  any  proposition  cumin?  from 
a  committee  of  this  body,  yet,  unless  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Tennessee  can  furnish  some 
reasons  which  I  have  not  been  able  to  contem- 
plate, I  shall  feel  myself  compelled  to  vote  against 
this  proposition. 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Tennessee.  Mr.  President,  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Michigan,  and  every 
other  Senator,  is  at  liberty,  and  he  is  not  only  at 
liberty  but  it  is  his  duty,  to  say  here,  by  his  vote 
upon  this  proposition,  whether  he  will  counte- 
nance such  investigations  before  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs.  Several  resolutions  have  been 
offered  to  the  Senate — I  do  not  remember  that 
more  than  one  of  them  has  been  adopted — calling 
for  specific  information,  so  far  as  it  can  be  ob- 
tained, from  the  naval  board,  as  to  the  grounds 
upon  which  they  proceeded  in  every  individual 
case.  Another  proposition  has  been  offered  by 
an  honorable  Senator,  [Mr.  Iverson,]  which,  I 
believe,  is  yet  pending  for  consideration,  propo- 
sing the  appointment  of  a  special  committee  to 
carry  on  these  investigations. 

The  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  have  seen 
from  the  first  the  great  responsibility  and  labor 
of  undertaking  these  investigations.  The  labor 
would  be  a  matter  of  small  consideration  if  they 
were  physically  able  to  perform  it.  From  the 
beginning,  it  has  been  suggested  that  members 
of  the  board  ought  to  be  called  before  the  com- 
mittee, individually,  and  compelled  to  state  on 
oath  the  grounds  on  which  tiiey  have  disrated 
or  dropped  the  officers  who  have  been  placed 
either  on  the  retired  list  or  on  the  dropped  list. 
Much  censure  has,  at  least  impliediy»  been  cast 
on  those  who  arc  responsible  ror  a  fhilure  to  do 
this.  Why,  sir,  if  the  proposition  of  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Georgia,  to  which  I  have  al- 
luded, were  adopted,  I  do  not  know  but  that  the 
members  of  the  board  might  feel  themselves  bound 
from  a  setMe  of  self-resp^  to  ask  to  be  discharged 
AncAn  any  IVirth«r  eerrice  on  the  nairml  committed. 
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mie  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  have  with 
^at  reluctance  come  to  the  conclusion  to  enter 
into  a  special  investigation  of  the  case  of  any  of 
the  memoriahsts.  They  can  now  do  it  only  so 
far  as  tliey  have  power  to  do  it.  It  may  be  ne- 
cessary for  them  to  get  authority  from  the  Senate 
to  sit  auring  the  sessions  of  the  Senate,  though 
for  myself  I  should  regret  to  be  under  the  neces- 
sity of  asking  such'a  privilege,  because  the  meas- 
ures before  Congress  are  of  such  a  nature  that 
eyery  Senator  who  feels  disposed  to  do  his  full 
duty  to  the  country  would  wish  to  hear  every 
word  that  is  said  and  to  be  present  when  every 
vote  is  given.  The  majority  of  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs,  however,  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  is  proper  to  prosecute  this  in- 
vestigation to  such  an  extent  as  will  be  in  their 
power  by  the  adoption  of  this  order  by  the 
Senate. 

If  this  power  should  be  granted,  and  if  attend- 
ance in  the  Senate  of  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee should  be  dispensed  with,  they  would  be 
willing  to  go  even  to  the  extent v of  exhausting 
their  own  physical  powers  to  make  such  reports 
on  the  memorials  submitted  to  them  as  would 
show  reasonable  ground  to  the  public  for  the 
action  of  the  board  ia  some  cases,  and  would 
show  in  others  that  the  board  was  mistaken  in 
the  grounds  which  they  acted  in  retiring  or  drop- 
ping officers.  We  should  probably  be  able  to 
show  that  officers  were  placed  on  the  furlough 
list  when  they  ought  fairly  to  have  been  placed  on 
the  leave-pay  list;  and  that  some  who  were  drop- 
ped ought  to  have  been  retained.  But  whether  it 
will  be  in  the  power  of  the  committee  to  do  com- 
plete justice  in  all  cases,  we  cannot  undertake  to 
say.  It  is  possible  that  they  may  not  be  able  to 
do  it;  but  it  will  be  in  their  poweh,  after  proper 
investigation,  to  place  before  the  Senate  and  the 
country  the  grounds  on  which  the  board  proceeded 
in  every  individual  case  of  complaint.  To  insure 
this,  however,  adequate  power  should  be  given  to 
them. 

We  ask  this  power  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling-  the  committee  to  place  the  facts  before 
the  Senate,  on  tlie  case  of  each  memorialist;  but 
Justice,  w^herever  an  individual  citizen  or  pfficer 
18  concerned,  is  a  matter  of  public  as  well  as  of 
individual  consideration.  It  is  a  matter  which 
concerns  the  character  of  the  naval  board,  the 
character  of  Congress,  the  character  of  the  highest 
public  Amctiofiaries  of  the  Government.  Our  ob- 
ject is  not  so  much  to  enable  the  committee  to 
extend  their  investigations  so  far  as  to  be  able  to 
show  the  ground  on  which  the  board  acted  in  the 
several  cases  in  regard  to  which  we  have  received 
memorials  or  protestations  from  the  officers  who 
have  been  affected  by  the  proceedings  of  the  board, 
because  it  is  presumed  we  could  probably  ascer- 
tain that  from  the  officers  of  the  board,  from  doc- 
uments on  file  in  the  Navy  Department,  and  from 
witnesses  resident  in  the  city  of  Washington ;  but, 
sir,  there  are  cases  where  officers,  who  have  been 
affected  by  the  action  of  the  board,  complain  that 
they  have  been  removed  or  disrated  on  charges 
affecting  their  character,  and  they  think  it  im- 
portant to  Sttmmon  witnesses  to  disprove  the  im- 
putations which  have  been  cast  upon  them.  It 
IS  on  account  of  such  cases,  that  it  is  more  im- 
portant that  the  committee  should  have  the  power 
of  sending  for  persons  and  papers.  1 1  may  oe  ne- 
cessary for  the  purpose  of  doing  justice  to  them; 
or,  if  tney  cannot  accomplish  all  that  they  desire, 
by  having  witnesses  summoned  to  testify  before 
the  committee  on  their  behalf,  to  disprove  the  alle- 

fations  assumed  by  the  naval  board, at  all  events, 
y  such  a  proceeding,  the  officers  will  have  the 
gratification  of  having  been  afforded  an  oppor- 
tunity of  overthrowing  the  imputations  which  they 
suppose  have  been  cast  upon  their  character. 

The  Senator  from  Michigan  has  spoken  of  the 
expense  of  this  proceeding.  Why,  sir,  surely 
in  examinations  and  proceedings  of  this  nature 
something  must  always  be  left  to  the  discretion 
of  the  committee,  and  they  ought  to  be  allowed 
to  judge  as  to  the  expenditure  to  which  they 
would  feel  authorised  to  ^  in  any  particular 
case.  If  they  should  find  this  course  of  examina- 
tion impracticable  in  fact,  upon  a  fair  experiment 
being  made,  they  should  ask  the  Senate  for  in- 
strueiions  as  to  what  they  should  do  with  the  re- 
maining memorials.  AU  these  considerations  the 
Saiifttd  may  fairly  take  into  view.  I  am  but  an 
humble  member  of  the  comxuittee.    I  am  not 


familiar  or  intinaate  with  naval  affairs  generally, 
nor  with  the  regulations  and  modes  of  proceeding 
of  naval  courts  of  inquiry  and  naval  courts-mar- 
tial, nor  particularly  with  the  grounds  on  which 
this  board  may  have  thought  proper  to  proceed; 
but  as  a  member  of  the  committee,  and  as  a  Sen- 
ator, I  should  be  opposed  to  proceeding  to  any 
extravagant  lengths  with  regard  either  to  ex- 
penditures or  any  other  matter;  and  1  should  be 
opposed  to  creating  greater  excitement  than  could 
possibly  be  avoided. 

The  nonorable  Senator  from  Michigan  has  re* 
ferred  to  the  report  which  has  already  been  made 
by  the  Naval  Conunittee,  and  the  bUl  which  they 
have  submitted.  I  am  free  to  say  that  that  bill 
was  designed  to  open  a  way  of  doing  justice  to 
all  officers  who  have  been  improperly  dealt  with. 
It  proposes  to  place  matters  m  such  a  position 
that  the  Executive  may  summon  as  many  boards 
of  inquiry  as  shall  be  thought  proper.  Yacancief 
are  provided  by  that  bill,  which  can  be  filled  by 
the  i'resident  by  restoring  to  the  active  list  offi* 
cers  who  have  been  improperly  dropped ,  or  placed 
on  the  Airlough  or  leave-of-aoaence  list.    It  also 

f>rovides  that  iie  may  transfer  officers  from  one 
ist  to  the  other.  That,  however,  is  a  roeaiure 
which  is  merely  pending.  Whether  it  shall  be- 
come a  law  or  not,  depends  on  the  sentiment  and 
judgment  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives. From  the  arguments  used  and  positions 
assumed  by  a  great  number  of  Senators,  it  is  ex- 
tremely doubtful  whether  that  bill  will  become  a 
law;  and  if  not,  what  will  you  do?  Will  yoa 
resort  to  the  tUtima  ratio  in  such  a  case — not  the 
sword,  but  a  complete  demolition  of  all  that  has 
been  done,  with  a  view  of  giving  some  improved 
condition  of  efficiency  to  the  Navy — annulling, 
annihilating  the  action  of  the  board,  and  restoring 
all  the  dropped,  furloughed,  and  retired  officers 
to  their  onginal  position  and  rank?  Yoa  have 
nominations  yet  undecided  of  some  two  hundred 
officers  for  promotion.  What  will  you  do  as  to 
them  ?  This  question  stands  as  a  barrier  to  any 
further  action  on  the  subject.  What  are  you'  to 
do  with  the  dropped  officers  ?  If  you  shall  repeal 
the  late  law,  will  they  be  restored  to  their  ori- 
ginal positions?  By  the  constitutional  power  of 
removal  they  have  been  already  displaced. 

The  biU  which  has  been  reported  provides  a 
means  of  inquiry  by  which ,  trusting  to  the  justics 
of  the  President,  the  officers  who  have  been 
dropped  from  the  Navy,  and  who  by  the  law  of 
the  last  session  continue  dropped ,  may  be  restored. 
We  propose  to  put  it  in  the  power  of  the  Presi- 
dent (providing  vacancies  for  that  purpose)  to  re- 
store tnem  to  their  original  position .  Any  inquiry 
which  the  naval  committee  oan  now  pursue  will 
only  have  a  tendency  to  relieve  from  imputations 
cast  on  them  the  character  of  the  naval  board,  and 
the  chGuracter  of  those  officers  who  complain  that 
they  have  been  unjustly  and  improperly  treated. 
No  doubt  there  are  Humy  officers  wno  nave  been 
improperly  dismissed — not  intentionally,  but  in 
consequence  of  the  infirmity  of  human  nature 
and  the  uncertainty- of  human  testimony.  The 
majority  of  the  committee  propose,  as  fares  we 
can,  to  pursue  the  investigation  into  that  point; 
and,  I  repeat,  ^is  power  is  asked  for  the  sue  of 
doing  justice,  which  we  might  not  otherwise  be 
able  to  do,  to  the  persons  who  have  been  im- 
plicated by  the  decisions  of  the  board,  and  whose 
memorials  are  presented  to  us  for  the  redress  of 
that  great  grievance.  It  is  in  their  behalf  that  I 
am  instructed  by  the  commiuee  to  ask  the  Senate 
to  give  them  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers. 

It  is  not  for  me  to  urge  this  matter  any  farther. 
I  have  stated  as  clearly  as  I  could  the  grounds,  as 
I  understand  them,  on  which  the  committee  have 
asked  for  this  power.  They  ere  necessarily 
under  the  obligation  of  observing  discreuon, 
prudence,  and  sound  judgment,  as  far  as  they 
possess  them,  in  exercising  the  power  which  is 
sought.  The  great  object  is  to  leave  to  no  one 
arty  just  ground  to  complain  that  you  have  not 
afforded  the  means  of  a  to*  and  full  invcsuga- 
tion.  The  committee  cannot  justly  feelaffineyea 
if  the  Senate  shall  refuse  to  grant  this  authority. 
It  is  for  the  Senate  to  decide.  Of  course  it  w 
necessary  that  this  proposition  should  be  made 
openly  and  be  discussed.  If  honorable  Senators 
Uiink,  aAer  discussion,  that  it  should  o&jotca 
down,  we  shall,  until  rcistricted  by  an  ordwr  «^ 
Oif  Semue,  piinme  our  it^vesugauona  m  weu.w 
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referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MEACHAM,  by  unanimous  consent,  in- 
troduced a  bill  to  incorporate  the  Mutual  Gas- 
Ligbt  Company  of  Washington  and  Greorgetown; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia.  * 

OVERLAND  MAIL  TO  CALIFORNIA. 

Mr.  HERBERT,  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
in  pursuance  of  previous  notice,  introduced  the 
following  bill;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Fost  Office  and  Post  Roads:  A  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  an  overland  mail  from  some  point  on  the 
Mississippi  river  to  San  Francisco. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  PECK,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  in 

{mrsuance  of  previous  notice,  introduced  the  fol- 
owine  bills;  which  were  severally  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  and  referred  as  indicated  below: 

A  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  improTC- 
ment  of  the  Saginaw  river,  in  the  State  of  Mich- 
^n;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce; 

A  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  harbor  at  Marquette,  on  Lake  Supe- 
rior, in  the  State  of  Michigan ;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce; 

A  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  improve- 
ment of^  the  haroor  at  the  mouth  of  the  Ontonagon 
river,  in  the  State  of  Michigan;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce;  and 

A  bill  making  an  appropriation  of  ]}ublic  land 
in  aid  of  the  construction  of  the  Cincinnati  and 
Mackinaw  railroad;  which  was  referred  lo  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

SENATE  BILL  REFERRED. 

Mr.  SIMMONS.  I  ask  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  take  from  the  table  Senate 
bill  No.  80,  and  have  it  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary. 

No  objection  beinff  made.  Senate  bill  (No.  80) 
entitled  an  act  amendatory  of  an  act  entitled  <*An 
act  to  regulate  the  fees  and  costs  to  be  alk>wed 
clerks,  marshals,  and  attome vs  of  the  circuit  and 
district  courts  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  was  taken  from  the  Speaker's  table, 
reaa  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Commit^e  on  the  Judiciary. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  ENGRAVING. 

Mr.  KELSEY,  from  the  Committee  on  En- 
graving, submitted  the  following  report:   • 

The  Committee  on  Engraving  respectfully  report,  that 
their  attention  has  been  aiSled  by  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Printing  to  the  fbct  that  there  are  several  maps  of 
the  pablie  lands  and  charts  of  projected  river  and  harbor 
improvements,  annexed  to  iJie  documents  accompanying 
the  President's  message,  which  the  House  has  not  ordered 
to  be  published.  The  committee  believe  that  it  has  been 
the  invariable  practice  of  the  House  to  publish  the  maps 
'  and  charts  that  are  relbrred  to  therein,  and  forai  a  part  of 
the  documents  accompanying  the  President's  message. 
They  therefore  submit  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolcedy  That  the  maps,  charts,  and  drawings  annexed 
to  the  documents  accompansring  tiie  President's  message 
be  engraved  or  lithographed,  and  the  usual  number  of  copies 
printed  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Engrav- 
ing. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  I  should  be  glad 
to  hear  the  gentleman  who  made  that  report  ex- 
plain the  reason  for  the  proposition  which  he  has 
submitted.  I  should  like  to  know  what  the  ex- 
pense will  be,  as  we  arc  told  that  this  engraving 
18  made  a  "  good  thing  "  of.  Unless  I  cah  be 
satisfied  on  that  point,  1  shall  object  to  the  report. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  do  not  know  what  the  amoimt 
of  this  engraving  would  be.  Perhaps,  that  is  a 
matter  of  little  consequence.  I  could  not  hear, 
from  the  reading  by  the  Clerk,  the  first  part  of 
the  report.  I  am  not  sure  that  it  made  some 
statement  in  regard  to  what  has  been  the  usual 
practice  of  the  House  in  such  cases.  I  believe, 
sir,  since  I  have  known  any  tiling  about  the  busi- 
ness of  the  House,  the  House  has  never  had  any 
engraving  of  maps  and  charts  connected  with  the 
President's  messaec.  The  Senate  has  usually 
had  them,  and  I  nope  the  House  will  not  now 
get  up  an  innovation  upon  the  usual  practice.  1 
nope  we  shall  only  publish  the  number  of  the 
document  we  have  already  ordered,  without  the 
engravings  of  the  accompanying  maps  and  charts. 

Mr.  KELSEY.  The  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Engraving  has  been  repeatedly  called 


to  this  subject,  both  by  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Public  Printing  and  yarious  members  of  this 
House.  We  have  been  informed  that  it  has  been 
the  invariable  custom  of  this  House  to  publish 
these  maps  and  the  charts  of  projected  improve- 
ments, in  submitting  this  report,  and  calling  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  it,  the  committee  only 
desire  to  relieve  themselves  from  responsibility  in 
reference  to  the  matter.  The  maps  are  maps  of 
the  public  lands  surveyed  within  the  last  year, 
and  about  to  be  brought  into  market.  The  cnarts 
are  charts  of  projected  improvements  of  rivers 
and  harbors. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman 
what  good  end  is  to  be  attained  by  the  House  in 
having  the  maps  of  recently  surveyed  lands  en- 
graved? Maps  of  all  the  surveys  are  kept  in  the 
General  Lana  Office,  and  copies  are  sent  to  the 
local  land  offices  where  the  lands  are  situated. 
Now,  what  possible  good  is  to  be  accomplished  by 
inserting^  these  maps  in  the  document  containing 
the  President's  message,  I  cannot  see.  By  send- 
ing copies  of  (hese  maps  to  the  local  officers,  the 
people  are  kept  supplied  with  all  the  information 
they  desire. 

Mr.  KELSEY.  I  suppose  the  object  is  to  place 
within  the  reach  of  those  who  desire  to  purchase 

fmblic  lands  the  maps  of  them,  without  compil- 
ing them  to  resort  to  the  land  office  for  the  in- 
formation contained  ifi  them.  The  committee, 
as  I  remarked  before,  only  desire  to  carry  out 
what  they  have  been  informed  has  been  the  in- 
variable practice  of  the  House.  We  may  be 
wron^"  in  that.  I  understood  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Haven]  to  correct  that  state- 
ment in  our  report.  I  am  informed  by  a  gentle- 
man upon  my  right,  that  these  maps  were  en- 
graved and  published  last  year.  I  merely  desire 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  subject 
now,  so  that  by  and  by  the  committee  wiU  not 
be  charged  with  neglecting  their  duty  in  the 
premises. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  I  understand,  then, 
that  the  proposition  is  this,  and  nothing  more: 
to  publisn,  with  the  President's  message,  maps 
of  public  lands  offered  for  sale;  or,  in  other  words, 
maps  accompanying  the  report  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  PublicXAnds.  Well,  the  first  effect 
of  the  adoption  of  this  proposition  will  be  to  delay 
the  publication  of  the  President's  message  and 
accompanying  documents,  and  thus  greatly  pro- 
crastinate the  circulation  of  that  document.  The 
next  effect  will  be  to  incur  a  very  great  expense 
for  that  which  is  of  no  value  whatever  to  the 
country.  I  suppose  that  the  maps,  if  published, 
will  not  exhibit  the  condition  of  the  public  lands 
an  hour;  and,  therefore,  they  will  fUrnish  no 
guide  whatever  to  the  purchasers  of  public  lands. 
Necessarily,  there  is  an  eternal  cliange  going  on  in 
the  condition  of  these  public  lands;  and  so  we  can 
get  no  correct  information  whatever  in  the  world 
from  the  maps.  It  is  obvious,  therefore,  that  this 
is  a  mere  job— a  mere  job;  to  use  the  current 
phrase  of  the  dav,  and  of  tliia  House,  '*  a  good 
thing  can  be  maoe  of  it." 

But,  sir,  that  is  not  all.  These  very  maps  will 
actually,  if  printed,  uselessly  incumber  this  doc- 
ument. They  will  actually  be  in  the  way.  They 
will  not  only  be  of  no  utility,  but  they  will  be  an 
inutility.  There  is  no  value  to  the  public  in  con- 
nection with  this  movement.  It  has  a  value  only 
in  reference  to  the  undertaker.  I  say  then,  sir, 
that  in  these  views  alone  there  is  sufficient  objec- 
tion against  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

But  that  is  not  all.  I  understand  from  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  [Mr.  Haven]  that  this 
thing  is  an  innovation — that  it  is  an  attempted  in- 
novation, seeking  to  inj^rail  on  the  action  of  this 
House  a  poUcy  which  is  new,  and  apohcy  which 
ought  not  to  De  introduced.  I  hope«  therefore, 
that  the  House  will  vote  down  the  resolution,  and 
if  necessary  I  shall  certainly  call  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  question. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Tennessee.  As  a  member 
of  the  committee  which  has  reported  the  resolu- 
tion, I  deem  it  my  duty,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  myself 
and  to  the  committee,  to  say  something  in  refer- 
ence to  the  report  that  has  been  submitted.  The 
committee  was  informed  by  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Printing,  I  believe,  and  by  other  gentle- 
men, that  it  was  necessary  for  us  to  take  some 
action  in  reference  to  this  matter.  We  do  not 
desire — as  the  honorable  gentleman  fVoro  Virginia 
[Mr.  Smith]  has  said — to  change  the  policy  of 


this  House  in  relation  to  this  question;  but  we 
have  been  informed  that  it  has  been  usual  to 
publish  such  engravings  and  charts  in  connection 
with  the  reports.  If  it  be  not  so,  sir— if  it  be  not 
desired  by  the  House — the  committee  does  not 
desire  it;  but  we  simply  wish  the  sense  of  the 
House  on  this  question.  If  there  be  a  majority  of 
gentlemen  here  opposed  to  this  thing,  why  the 
committee — I  believe  I  can  speak  for  all  its  mem- 
bers— I  know  I  can  say  so  for  myself— do  not 
desire  any  new  rule  to  be  adopted  in  relation  to 
the  publiiihing  of  charts,  maps,  and  engravingt, 
in  connection  with  the  President's  message  and 
accompanying  documents.  I  sc^y  this  in  order  to 
disabuse  the  minds  of  ^ntlemen  who  may  think 
that  the  committee  desire  to  take  any  new  course 
in  reference  to  this  matter. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  object  to  the  introductioo 
of  the  resolution. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  objection  is  late;  at  all 
events,  the  resolution  is  a  pnvileged  matter. 

Mr.  H.  MARSHALL.  I  want  to  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  who  has  just  taken  his 
seat,  or  any  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  Committee 
on  Engraving,  whether  they  know  if  the  Senate, 
in  ordering  the  publication  of  the  President 'i 
message,  has  made  provision  for  the  engraving 
of  these  maps  ? 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  I  do  not  know  what  action 
the  Senate  has  taken  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  Because  I  believe  the 
law  is,  that,  if  one  House  make  provision  for 
engraving,  the  other  has  only  to  direct  the  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Printing  to  pubtish  enough 
fbr  the  use  of  both  Houses.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  Senate  have  long  since  ordered  the  President's 
message  to  be  pritited  and  published,  and  that, 
before  we  take  any  action  at  all  on  the  subject, 
it  would  be  well  for  the  Committee  on  Engraving 
to  ascertain  vvhat  action  the  Senate  has  taken. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  do  not  desire,  Mr.  Speaker, 
to  continue  this  discussion.  I  only  want  to  make 
this  remark:  I  understand  from  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  that  this  resolution  is  intended  to 
provide  for  the  ptiblication  of  the  maps  and  sur- 
veys of  the  public  lands,  and  also  of  the  maps 
of  certain  projected  public  improvements  of  nvers 
and  harbors,  which  improvements,  I  understand, 
are  new  things.  But  what  necessity  for  the  pub- 
lication of  the  maps,  supposing  they^re  nev 
things .'  It  is  not  necessary  for  any  iHastratiwi 
of  the  President's  message,  or  of  the  documents 
which  accompany  it;  not  at  all. 

Now,  one  worn  in  relation  to  the  Senate.  I  have 
said  before,  that  I  believed  the  Senate  was  in  the 
habit  of  ordering  engravings  of  some  of  the  draw- 
ings and  maps  whicn  accompany  the  President's 
message  and  documents.  I  recoflect  three  or  four 
years  ago  the  Senate  did  order  an  engraving  of  a 
small  map  which  showed  the  military  posu  of 
the  United  States  in  New  Mexico  and  Texas, 
which  was  a  very  convenient  thing,  conveying  a 
good  deal  of  information.  I  believe  that  it  tke 
only  instance  of  such  engravings  being  published 
with  the  President's  messa^  or  documents  since 
I  have  been  in  Congress.  But  what  is  proposed 
to  be  done  here  ?  Why,  if  this  engraving  is  to  be 
executed,  it  must  be  for  the  purpose  of  having  it 
bound  up  with  the  two  or  tnree  volunies  of  the 
President's  message  and  accompanying  docu- 
ments. Why,  sir,  the  surveys  of  the  public  lands 
would  make  a  volume  themselves;  and  if  thjy 
were  all  engraved  and  all  printed  they  would  be 
kicked  about  in  the  public  offices  and  in  the  super- 
intendent's room;  and,  if  bound  up,  they  win  be 
bound  up  at  an  expenditure  of  My  to  seventy- 
five  cents  a  volume;  for  you  cannot  bind  map« 
at  the  same  expense  as  you  can  documents.  No- 
bod  y  will  ever  think  of  referring  to  them  when 
reading  the  message  and  accompanying  docii- 
ments.  If  anybody  wishes  to  refer  to  ,^"^** 
must  be  somebody  who  wants  to  buy  public  hinds; 
and  even  to  him  they  will  convey  no  information. 
He  must  go  to  the  land  offices  and  find  out  wbst 
lands  on  the  map  have  been  entered,  and  on  what 
lands  he  may  locate.  i  i„-  v 

I  think  this  is  an  unusual  proposition.  I  "WO* 
it  is  not  calculated  to  convey  to  the  country  any 
useAii  information  or  knowledge.  I  think  » 
would  do  no  good  to  anybody  but  to  the  P*'^ 
who  get  the  job  of  engraving.  But  I  underatentt 
the  committee  to  have  very  properly  placed  ifte»" 
selves  before  the  House.  I  think  it  is  right  tftey 
should  do  so.    I  do  liot  nndentaikd  them  le  ptf" 
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Mr.  SEWARD  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  New  York,  praying  for  an  amendment  of  the 
bounty  land  law  of  March  3,  1855;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  New 
York,  in  favor  of  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of 
the  officers  of  the  revolutionary  army  and  their 
representatives  to  half  pay,  and  an  amendment  of 
the  pension  and  bounty  land  lawii;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  presented  the  petition  of  Jo- 
seph Webb,  praying  for  an  increase  of  pension; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committed  on  Pen- 
sions. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  present  a  memorial  numer- 
ously signed  by  citizens  of  Maine,  asking  for  a 
modification  of  the  bounty  land  law  of  March  3, 
1855;  and  I  ask  that  it  may  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  FOOT.  The  SeAator  from  Maine  will 
allow  me  to  suggest,  that  inasmuch  as  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  have  already  reported  on 
that  whole  subject,  and  tlie  question  is  now  be- 
fore the  Senate,  the  memorials  in  reference  to 
that  matter  should  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  knew  that  the  committee 
had  reported  a  bill,  but  I  did  not  know  whether 
they  had  considered  all  branches  of  the  subject. 
That  bein^  the  case,  however,  I  move  that  the 
memorial  he  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  a^eed  to. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  have  received  another  me- 
morial on  the  same  subject,  asking^  for  such  an 
amendment  of  the  present  law  as  will  allow  parol 
evidence  to  be  taken  in  certain  cases.  The  bill 
repoi*tcd  by  the  committee  covers  tliis  case.  The 
memorialists  also  ask  for  a  grant  of  land  to  all 
who  served  for  a  shorter  period  of  time  than  that 
already  fixed  by  law.  I  move  that  it  lie  upon 
the  table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  IVERSON  presented  a  memorial  of  in- 
spectors of  the  customs  for  the  district  and  port 
of  Savannah,  Greorjgia,  praying  for  an  increase  of 
compensation;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Mr.  6IGLER  presented  the  petition  of  Frances 
C.  Elliott,  widow  of  Commodore  Jesse  D.  Elliott, 
praying  for  the  i^imbursement  of  the  expenses 
of  her  late  husband,  incurred  while  in  command 
of  the  Mediterranean  squadron  in  the  year  1835; 
which  was  referred,  with  the  paperson  file,  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  presented  the  petition 
of  Nancy  M.  Gunsally,  late  the  widow  of  Ly- 
man M.  Richmond,  who  died  of  disease  con- 
tracted in  service  in  the  late  war  with  Mexico, 
pray  ins  to  be  allowed  a  pension;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Also,  three  petitionsof  citizens  of  Iowa,  praying 
for  the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  from  Cedar 
Rapids  to  Toledo,  in  that  State;  which  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Also,  two  petitionsof  citizens  of  Iowa,  praying 
for  the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  from* Cedar 
Rapids  to  Lafayette,  in  that  State;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.  I  present  a  petition  of 
settlers  upon  and  near  the  agency  or  Old  Mission 
Reserve,  at  Fort  Atkinson,  in  Winneshiek  countv, 
Iowa,  praying  for  the  right  of  preemption  to  tne 
lands  settled  by  them.  As  the  subject  has  been 
reported  on  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
I  move  that  the  petition  be  ordered  to  lie  upon  the 
table. 

The  motion  was  amed  to. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  presented  the  petition  of 
John  S.  Vandyke,  praying  to  be  allowed  back 
pay,  pension,  and  bounty  land  as  an  ofiicer  in  the 
militaLry  service  of  the  United  States;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  CASS  presented  the  petition  of  Elizabeth 
Smoot,  one  of  the  heirs  of  Robert  Speiden,  a  sol- 
dier in  the  war  of  1812,  who  died  of  disease  con- 
tracted in  the  service,  praying  to  be  allowed  a 
pension  and  bounty  land;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  SLIDELL  presented  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam De  Buys,  praying^  for  the  reimbursement  of 
the  amount  of  a  certain  Treasury  warrant  paid 
by  him  on  a  forged  indorsement,  while  treasurer 


of  the  branch  mint  at  New  Orleans;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  presented  a  pe- 
tition of  citizens  of  Knox  county,  Indiana,  pray- 
ing that  the  land  ofiice  at  Vincennes  may  be  con- 
tinued, and  the  time  expended  for  ascertaining 
and  adjusting  land  titles  in  the  States  of  Indiana 
and  Illinois,  formerly  included  within  that  dis- 
trict; which  was  re&rred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

NAVAL  RETIRING  BOARD, 

Mr.  MALLORY  presented  the  memorial  of  L. 
C.  Sartori,  a  lieutenant  in  the  Navy,  who  has 
been  placed  upon  the  reserved  list,  praying  to  be 
restored  to  his  former  position  in  the  service; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  PRATT .  I  present  the  memorial  of  Com- 
modore Philip  F.  Voorhees,  complaining  of  the 
action  of  the  late  naval  board  in  his  case,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  he  has  been  placed  on  the  re- 
served list.  The  commodore  has  been  provident 
enough  to  furnish  me  with  a  number  of  copies  o^" 
his  memorial,  which  I  intend  to  have  laid  on  the 
table  of  Senators;  and  I  invoke  for  the  paper  a  care- 
ful perusal.  I  move  that  the  memorial  be  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  presented  the 
petition  of  Van  Rensselaer  Morgan,  a  lieutenant 
in  the  Navy,  who  has  been  placed  upon  the  re- 
served list,  praying  to  be  restored  to  his  former 
position  in  tne  service;  which  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Mr.  President,  I  hold  in  my 
hand  a  memorial  fh>m  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Texas,  which  I  intended  to  present  to-day;  but 
owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Senator  from  Missis- 
sippi [Mr.  Brown]  has  an  unfinished  speech 
which  he  intends  to  dehver  to-day,  I  will  post- 
pone the  presentation  of  this  memorial  until  Tues- 
day,  when  I  will  ask  leave  of  the  Senate  to  present 
it,  and  to  accompany  it  with  some  explanatory 
remarks.  I  give  this  notice,  so  thai  that  day  may 
not  be  fixed  for  any  special  order. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  modon  by  Mr.  HUNTER,  it  was 

Ordereif  That  tbe  petition  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
George  Mayo,  deceased,  on  tbe  files  of  Uie  Senate,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roods. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BELL,  of  Tennessee,  it  was 

Ordered f  That  Serepta  Cleveland  have  leave  to  withdimw 
her  memorial  and  papers. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JOHNSON,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  John  B.  and  Thomas  John- 
son, on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  IVERSON,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  N.  B.  Hill,  adminisCraSor  of 
Gilbert  Sulker,  on  the  flies  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to 
the  Court  of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BROWN,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  the  owner  of 
theeteamer  Fanny  be  withdrawn  from  the  files  of  tbe  Sen- 
ate, and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

ATCHAFALATA  RIVER. 

Mr.  SLIDELL  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to: 

Retohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  requested  to 
communicate  to  the  Senate  any  information  in  his  posses- 
sion in  relation  to  the  improvement  of  the  bar  in  tbe  Atclia- 
faiaya  river,  in  the  State  of  J^ouisiana;  and  also  to  inform 
the  Senate  whether,  in  his  opinion,  it  would  be  expedient 
to  make  an  appropriation  or  a  survey  of  th^  same. 

RED  RIVER. 

Mr.  SLIDELL  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to: 

Re$olved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  ^requested  to 
communicate  to  the  Senate  any  Information  in  his  posses- 
sion in  relation  to  the  improvement  of  the  foils  of  Red  river 
at  or  near  Alexandria ;  and  also  to  inform  the  Senate  whether 
in  his  opinion  it  would  be  expedient  to  make  an  appropria- 
tion for  a  survey  of  the  same. 

COLTON'S  atlas  op  THE  WORLD. 

Mr,  FOOT,    I  offer  the  following  resolution: 

tietohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Contingent  Fund 
of  tbe  Senate  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  exp^ency  of 
purchasing  for  the  use  of  tlye  Senate  — — —  cc^iM  of  Col- 
ton's  Atias  of  tbe  World. 

I  will  merely  state,  on  the  oooasion  of  present- 
ing the  resolution,  that  it  is  not  my  purpose  that 


the  Senate  should  purchase  any  quanti^  of  this 
work  for  distribution  to  Senators,  so  tnat  they 
may  retain  them  as  their  own  property;  but  inas- 
much as  it  is  the  latest  and  most  complete  aUas  of 
both  hemispheres,  and  one  to  which  alF  Senators, 
more  or  less,  have  occasion  for  frequent  reference, 
the  object  of  the  resolution  is  simply  to  consider 
the  propriety  of  purchasing  a  limited  number  of 
copies  of  the  work,  to  be  kept  in  the  Secretary's 
ofnce,  in  order  that  Senators  may  be  accommo- 
dated with  them  from  time  to  time.  It  is  not 
subject  to  the  objection  of  being  a  resolution  pur- 
porting or  intending  to  purchase  this  work  as  the 
propejty  of  Senators,  and  to  be  delivered  to  them. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  consider  the  resolution. 

The  PRESIDENT.  With  what  number  does 
the  Senator  propose  to  fill  the  blank  ? 

Mr.  FOOT.  I  propose  that  the  committee  shall 
fill  the  blank  on  reporting  the  resolution.  It  is 
simply  a  resolution  of  inquiry. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  ALLEN,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  SUas  H.  Hill,  William  B«  Todd,  Samuel 
Bacon,  and  other  citizens  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, reported  a  bill  to  incorporate  an  insuraoee 
company  in  the  city  of  Washington;  which  was 
read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 
He  submitted  a  report  on  the  subject;  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HAMLIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  whom  were  referred  a  petition  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  collection  district  of  Teche,  Lou- 
isiana, praving  for  the  removal  of  the  costom- 
house,  in  tnat  district,  from  Franklin  to  Berwick 
City;  and  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Louisiana 
aeamst  the  removal  of  the  custom-house  from 
FVanklin  to  Berwick  City,  submitted  an  advene 
report;  which  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  STUART,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petition  of 
Mary  Haubbert,  praying  to  be  allowed  bounty 
land  for  her  father's  services;  the  petition  of  Jonas 
P.  Levy,  praying  for  bounty  land  for  services  in 
Mexico;  and  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Brooklyn, 
New  York,  praying  that  the  public  lands  mavbe 
divided  into  farms  aitf^granted  to  actual  setdors, 
submitted  adverse  reports;  which  were  concurred 
in. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial 
of  Joshua  Shaw,  of  Bordentown,  New  Jersey, 
praying  for  an  allowance  of  a  balance  of  an  appro- 
priation to  compensate  him  for  a  percussion  cap 
mvented  by  him,  reported  a  bill  for  his  relief; 
whicfi  was  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  asee- 
ond  reading.  He  submitted  a  report  on  the  sub- 
ject; which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He,  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of 
California  in  relation  to  a  military  roM  from  Sac- 
ramento Valley  to  Crescent  City,  submitted  an 
adverse  report;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  fVom  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Ofiice  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  John  H.  Scrantonand  JamesM.  Hunt, 
praying  for  compensatioii  for  carrying  the  mail 
on  Puget's  Sound,  reported  a  bill  for  their  relief; 
which  was  reaid  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading.  He  submitted  a  report  on  the 
subject;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  WADE,  by  unanimous  consent,  previoui 
notice  not  having  been  given,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
"An  act  more  cflfectually  to  provide  for  the  punish- 
ment of  certain  crimes  against  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes;*"  which  was  read  twice 
by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  ask  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  Senate  to  introduce  three  bills,  of 
which  I  have  not  given  notice.  I  wish  to  intro- 
duce them  now,  because  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce have  given  notice  that  they  will  call  up 
bills  of  this  character  on  Monday,  and  I  should 
like  to  have  these  bills  introduced  and  referred  to 
that  committee. 

There  being  no  objccticin,  leave  was  granted  to 
introduce  the  following  t)ills;  which  were  read 
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Treasury  a  large  sum  of  money  in  coniideratioa 
of  his  valuable  services. 

These  are  my  suggestions,  sir,  and  they  are 
made  in  jB^ood  faith.  I  do  not  know  why  we  must 
proceed  m  the  book-publishing  business.  This 
IS  not  a  market  overt,  where  people  are  to  come 
to  sell  their  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise.  It 
is  a  great  arena  of  national  concern  for  something 
else.  I  have  made  war  upon  th^  publication  of 
books  by  the  Wilkes'  Expedition  at  the  natiifhal 
expense*  That  expedition  was  away  four  years, 
and  it  has  taken  them  twelve  years  to  publish  the 
results,  at  a  cost  of  A25,000  a  year.  We  sent 
Lieutenant  Gillis  to  Chili  to  make  certain  astro* 
nomicai  observations.  He  has  come  back,  and 
written  three  or  four  immense  volumes  about  the 
history  of  Chili.  These  books  are  a  nuisance  to 
Senators.  When  we  send  one  book  into  a  neigh- 
borhood, we  get  half  a  dozen  letters  from  other 
people  in  the  same  neighborhood,  requesting  us  to 
sena  them  a  book  also.  Those  men  all  pay  taxes; 
and  I  say  that  a  man  who  pays  his  tax,  and  thus 
places  money  in  the  publicTreasury ,  has  as  good 
a  ri^ht  to  a  book  as  another.  We  only  make  in- 
vidious distinctions  between  our  friends  by  send- 
ing out  these  books — ^these  picture  books — ^which 
we  are  constantly  in  the  habit  of  printing  in  the 
shape  of  reports. 

I  am  willing,  in  a  proper  manner,  to  aid  the 
book  publishers  of  Philadelphia;  but  I  do  not  feel 
at  liberty  to  use  the  public  money  for  the  purpose 
of  doing  so.  I  desire  to  recognize  the  services  of 
Dr.  Kane  in  the  way  in  which  we  recognized  the 
services  of  La  Payette,  and  of  Perry,  and  of  other 
distinguished  men.  Why,  sir,  according  to  the 
account  which  the  book  publishers  g[ive  of  Dr. 
Kane,  all  other  men  sink  into  utter  insignificance, 
and  are  babies  by  his  side.  They  damage  well 
earned  reputations  by  bringing  their  book  here. 
That  is  not  the  way  to  sastain  the  reputation  of 
a  public  man.  The  proper  mode,  in  my  judg- 
ment, is  to  give  a  direct  sum  of  money,  or  a  vote 
of  thanks  and  a  sword,  or  something  of  that  kind. 
Hitherto  we  have  pursued  that  course  in  reward- 
ing faithful  public  officers.  But  this  Government 
book -making  business  has  grown  into  a  mon- 
strous evil,  and  it  is  about  to  break  down,  I  bee 
leave  to  inform  my  honorable  colleague.  I  think 
my  honorable  friend  from  Arkansas,  the  chair- 
man of  th»  Committee  on  Printing,  will  bear  me 
witness  that  the  time  to  brine  this  system  to  a 
close  has  arrived.  One  million  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  have  been  taken  in  one  year  for  the 
purpose  of  pubUshing  books.  The  members  of 
this  august  body  have  become  mere  agents  and 
clerks  for  the  purpose  of  distributing  books.  A 
gentlemen  who  is  a  member  of  this  body,  if  he 
attends  to  the  public  business,  has  no  time  to 
engage  in  distributing  books  and  writing  letters 
to  those  who  are  constantly  asking  for  tnem. 

These  are  my  reasons  for  opposing  the  prop- 
osition of  my  colleague.  Tliey  arc  public  reasons, 
and  they  are  imperative  on  mc 

Mr.  BIGLER.  I  shall  be  very  glad,  sir,  to  re- 
cognize my  honorable  colleague  as  an  ardent  friend 
of  Dr.  Kane;  and  I  doubt  not,  that  when  entirely 
fVeed  from  excitement,  he  wiU  be  as  ready  to  ap- 
preciate the  services,  the  eminent  ability,  and  the 
genius  of  our  constituent,  as  I  am;  but  for  some 
reason  we  differ  very  broadly  as  to  the  mode  in 
which  the  end  which  we  both  have  in  view  shall 
be  accomplished. 

It  may  be  that  Congress  has  gone  too  far  al- 
ready in  regard  to  the  publishing  of  books.  I 
discover  that  large  purchases  of  a  similar  kind 
have  heretofore  been  made.  The  custom  of  the 
Senate  has  not  been  uniformly  against  such  a 
proposition  as  that  which  I  have  suomitted.  I  do 
not  know  how  my  colleague  may  have  voted  in 
reference  to  any  of  the  various  purchases  which 
have  been  made  by  this  body  from  1835  to  1854, 
but  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  list  of  purchases  of  books 
which  <»rere  not  printed  by  the  printer  to  Con- 
gress. I  do  not  see  the  force  or  the  point  sug- 
gested by  my  coUeag^uc  as  to  forming  a  connection 
with  a  printer  of  Philadelphia.  Why,  si^  what 
is  the  difference  between  a  printer  at  Philadelphia 
and  a  printer  in  Washington  city  ?  There  is  but 
one  dHTerence  which  I  know,  and  that  is,  that 
the  work  will  be  much  better  done  by  the  former. 
There  is  that  difference  between  this  proposed 
work  and  those  to  which  my  colleague  has  re- 
ferred. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.    I  beg  leave  to  interpose  a 


word  of  explanation  just  at  this  point.  The  works 
to  which  I  referred  were  books  in  the  shape  of 
reports  sent  here  and  ordered  to  be  published  by 
Congress.  They  were  sent  to  us  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  or  some  other  head  of  a  De  • 
partment,  and  the  error  was  here.  I  admit  that 
printing  can  be  much  better  and  more  cheaply 
done  in  Philadelphia  than  in  Washington. 

Mr.  BIGLER.  There  are  very  striking  points 
of  difference  between  the  case  of  Dr.  Kane  and 
any  other  to  which  my  colleague  has  referred. 
There  is,  in  the  first  place,  this  marked  difference: 
that  this  expedition  is  the  most  extraordinary 
that  belong  to  the  history  of  our  country — the 
most  brilliant  achievement  of  any  citizen  of  his 
State.  Another  very  distinct  difference  to  which 
the  mind  of  my  colleague  ought  to  turn  is,  that 
Dr.  Kane,  though  acting  under  the  instructions 
of  the  Navy  Department,  was  not  patronized  en- 
tirely by  that  Department,  or  by  the  Government, 
but  by  liberal  citizens  of  the  city  of  New  York. 
It  is  not  singular  that  he  has  felt  a  delicacy  on 
this  point.  He  has  reported  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  iNavy  a  brief  and  significant  summary  or  his 
services,  and  that  account  has  commanded  the 
respect  of  that  ofiicer,  and  he  distinctly  com- 
mends the  report  of  Dr^  Kane's  expedition  to  the 
patronage  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
m  these  words  :  *<  I  commend  the  results  of  his 
explorations  as  worthy  of  the  attention  and  pat- 
ronage of  Congress. " 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  That  is  the  report  yet  to 
be  made. 

Mr.  BIGLER.  I  have  before  stated  that  Dr. 
Kane  has  acted  under  the  patronage  of  private 
citizens,  and  has  prepared  a  personal  narrative 
of  the  whole  tour,  wnich«  as  my  colleagpe  con- 
cedes, will  doubtless  be  an  exceedingly  interest- 
ing book.  This  is  the  only  report  wnich  will  be 
made.  That  which  he  has  furnished  to  the  press 
will  be  all  that  the  country  will  get,  except  a  very 
brief  treatise  on  the  formation  of  the  structures 
of  ice  and  snow  in  the  Arctic  regions,  which  he 
is  nreparing  for  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  am  not  willing  to  be 
misunderstood  on  this  general  subject,  f  do  not 
intend  to  throw  myself  open  to  the  claims  of 
book  publishers,  nor  will  I  encourage  an  extrav- 
agant system  of  publication.  In  the  course  I 
now  pursue,  I  shall  feel  myself  abundantly  pro- 
tected by  the  extraordinary  character  of  this  ex- 
pedition, and  the  results  which  it  has  produced 
to  the  country.  It  will  be  a  long  time  before  we 
shall  have  presented  to  us  a  parallel  case.  Many 
a  session  of  Con^gress  will  come  and  go  before 
any  American  citizen  will  achieve  what  Dr.  Kane 
has  achieved.  I  am  willing  to  take  the  responsi- 
bility and  the  hazard  of  committing  myself  to  the 
purcnase  of  a  book  like  this;  and  I  pledge  my- 
self to  my  colleague  to  vote  for  every  similar  work 
during  all  the  time  I  may  have  the  honor  to  remain 
here. 

Sir,  I  confbss  that  there  are  achievements  which 
belong  to  mankind — intellectual,  elevated,  digni- 
fied, and  pure  in  dieir  character — ^which  we  are 
not  at  liberty  to  measure  by  the  miserable  stand- 
ard of  dollars  and  cents.  This  is  one  of  them. 
There  are  certain  ends,  the  stimulant  to  which 
should  be  far  above  a  rew€urd  of  money.  Who, 
sir,  would  recognize  a  standard  of  dollars  and 
cents  by  which  to  measure  the  honor  of  his 
country — its  glory  and  achievements  in  discovery, 
in  science,  and  in  the  advance  of  everything  that 
elevates  and  dignifies  the  character  of  a  nation  ? 
Who  will  measure  these  by  dollars  and  cents? 
I  am  not  willing  to  do  it.  The  expedition  of 
Dr.  Kane  is  in  its  results  one  of  an  extraordinary 
nature;  and,  for  my  part,  I  feel  willing  to  recog- 
nize it  directly,  without  considering  the  paltry 
sum  which  the  publication  of  the  book  may  cost. 
I  have  respect  for  the  peculiar  feelings  of  this 
eminent  gentleman,  and  have  no  desire  to  place 
him  in  a  position  which  he  seems  to  be  very  re- 
luctant to  occupy;  and  therefore  the  proposition 
for  the  purchase  of  his  book  has  been  Submitted. 
He  has,  of  course,  an  interest  in  the  copyright 
— I  think  it  amounts  to  a  dollar  on  each  copy. 
He  would  receive  from  iht  sale  of  the  copies 
which  Congress  may  take  precisely  the  same 
profit  as  Arom  a  similar  number  taken  by  private 
citizens. 

No  sooner  were  the  results  of  thii  expedition 
communicated  to  the  scientific  associations  of 
G^at  Britain  than  they  commanded  universal 


respect.  The  Royal  Geographical  Society  of 
England  examined  these  results,  recognized  tnem, 
and  honored  Dr.  Kane  for  a  success  over  all 
other  eminent  men  who  had  preceded  him;  and 
yet  my  colleague  is  not  entirely  satisfied.  The 
Legislature  of  our  State,  by  resolutions  unani- 
mously adopted,  expressed  their  gratification  at 
the  services  of  Dr.  Kane,  and  commended  tbem 
to  the  consideration  of  Congress.  The  Legisla- 
ture of  New  York,  by  resolutions  also  unani- 
mously adopted,  have  presented  him  with  a  medal. 
Notwithstanding  all  this,  my  colleague  is  not 
exactly  satisfied  that  we  ought  to  toke  a  few 
copies  of  this  book. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  hope  my  colleague  wiU 
not  place  me  in  that  li^t.  Not  satisfied  with 
the  proceedings  of  Dr.  Kane  in  the  Arctic  regions ! 
Why,  sir,  I  have  expressed  myself  over  and  over 
a^ain  as  not  only  satisfied,  but  highly  delisted 
with  the  services  of  Dr.  Kane;  and  I  am  willuag 
to  place  him  by  my  vote  here  on  the  same  foot« 
ing  on  which  we  placed  Commodore  Perry  when 
we  recognized  his  services  in  the  Japan  expedi- 
tion. I  hope,  therefore,  my  coUeag^  will  not 
say  that  1  am  not  satisfied.  I  wish  to  recognize 
his  services  in  the  way  in  which  such  services 
have  been  usually  recognized — not  by  purchasing 
copies  of  this  book. 

Mr.  BIGLER.  I  perceive  that  the  recognition 
of  Perry's  expedition  to  Japan  has  cost  some 
1300,000,  in  addition  to  |2S,000  directly  voted  to 
him.  This  report  was  printed  in  addition  at  this 
large  expense.  Now,  I  nave  no  hicHnation  what- 
ever to  ao  the  slightest  injustice.  The  book  to 
which  I  have  referred  Dr.  Kane  has  prepared 
deUberately.  His  character  is  at  stake  on  it.  It 
is  what  his  report  tO  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
might  have  been,  if  my  colleague  makes  it  a 
Question  of  dollars  and  cents,  he  will  see  at  onot 
that  if  Dr.  Kane  had  made  this  detailed  report  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  it  would  have  been 
printed  here  without  a  word  of  c^jection,  and 
would  have  cost  twice  the  amount  wnich  we  pro- 
pose to  expend  fbr  these  books. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  1  move  that  this  subject  bt 
postponed  until  to-morrow  morning. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PRIXTING  OF  KJLNSAS  MESSAGE. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  move  to  talce  up  the  special 
order,  which  is  the  bill  (S.  No.  1S4)  to  increaie 
the  efficiency  of  the  United  States  Army. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  desire,  before  we  proceed 
with  the  special  order,  to  ask  that  the  sense  of 
the  Senate  may  be  taken  in  re^rd  to  the  pro- 
priety of  disposing  of  the  motion,  which  ii  at 
present  on  the  table,  for  printing  ten  thousand 
extra  copies  of  the  President's  message,  and  ac- 
companying documents,  on  Kansas  aSajrs.  The 
Senate  is  aware  that  the  whole  debate  hitherto  in 
relation  to  Kansas  has  been  conducted  on  a  sim- 
ple motion  to  print  ten  thousand  extra  copies  of 
that  document.  Perhaps,  it  may  be  the  opinion 
of  the  Senate  that  no  extra  copies  of  that  docu- 
ment should  be  printed;  but  f  desire  to  have  the 
question  settled.  The  time  within  which  we  can 
require  the  public  printer  to  keep  the  types  stand- 
ing, to  await  the  order  of  the  Senate,  has  expired; 
but  the  type  is  still  kept  standing,  much  to  the 
detriment  of  the  dispatch  of  other  public  work, 
which  is  constantly  pouring'  into  that  office.  I 
would  suggest  that  it  might  be  as  well  to  let  As 
motion  of  the  Senator  from  Califbmia,  to  print 
ten  thousand  extra  copies  of  that  document,  be 
referred  at  once  by  general  consent  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing,  so  that  they  may  report  on  it, 
and  thus  get  the  subject  disposea  of;  I  may 
suggest  that  the  gentleman  who  is  entitled  to  the 
floor  on  this  question  could  have  it,  by  oommoii 
consent,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Te^ 
ritories. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  wish  to  make  a  suwcstwii 
which,  I  think,  wiU  relieve  the  honorable  Senator 
from  his  difficulty.  There  is  one  Senator  who  w  ^ 
desirous  to  speak  on  this  subject,  and  from  whom 
the  floor  was  taken,  [Mr.  Harlan.)  When  the 
Senate  shall  have  heard  him,  we  wiU  »^*  •f** 
that  the  question  shall  be  tdken  at  once.  Thert 
is  no  other  opportunity  for  his  being  heard. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.    I  would  sayj^in  ref^X^^ 
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expire  at  the  end  of  four  ve&rs.  The  section 
goes  further,  and  provides  for  the  appdintroent 
of  a  deputy— called  a  clerk  in.  the  bill — at  a  sal- 
ary of  $2,500.  Three  men  will  be  required  to 
represent  the  Government  before  the  Court  of 
Claims.  Many  cases  are  presented  to  that  tribu- 
nal, involving  important  questions  of  law  and  of 
fact;  and  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  the  solicitor 
alone  to  represent  the  Government  properly  under 
the  present  organization.  I  presume,  therefore, 
there  will  be  no  objection  to  giving  him  the  as- 
sistance asked  for.  It  was  in  contemplation  at 
first  to  authorize  the  President  to  appoint  two 
assistant  solicitors;  but  the  committee  have  only 
proposed  the  appointment  of  one  assistant  soli- 
citor and  one  deputy. 

The  third  section  of  the  bill  authorizes  the 
clerk  of  the  court  to  disburse  the  contingent  fund 
which  may  be  appropriated  from  time  to  time  for 
the  use  of  that  tnbunal,  in  the  same  manner  in 
which  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  disburses  the 
ontingcntfund  of  this  body.  Under  the  law  as 
it  now  existSj  if  a  blank-book  or  a  ton  of  coal  is 

Purchased,  a  requisition  must  be  drawn  on  the 
Veasury .  We  propose  to  make  the  clerk  of  the 
court  a  aisbursing  agent,  and  to  have  his  accounts 
settled  at  the  Treasury  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
accounts  of  other  disbursing  agents;  and  we  pro- 
vide for  allowing  him  a  salary  of  ^,000.  He 
performs  important  duties.  We  propose  to  give 
nis  assistant  a  salary  of  $2,000 — about  the  same 
pay  which  the  assistant  clerks  in  the  Senate  re- 
ceive. 

This  is  my  explanation  of  the  provisions  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  TOUCEY.  Mr.  President,  I  shaU  give 
my  support  to  this  bill  as  it  now  stands;  but  I 
confess  1  should  prefer  it  if  it  provided  for  two 
assistant  solicitors,  instead  of  an  assistant  soli- 
citor and  a  derk.  I  do  not  understand  the  object 
of  denominating  the  second  assistant  a  clerk.  I 
think  he  should  be  a  solicitor^  capable  of  repre- 
oenting  the  Government  in  court;  for  I  undertake 
to  say  that  no  three  counsel  can  dischai^e  fully, 
faithfully,  and  ably  the  duties  which  are  now 
devolved  upon  the  solicitor  alone  by  the  law  cre- 
ating this  tribunal.  It  is  more  than  three  men 
can  do;  but  as  aid  is  asked  only  to  that  extent, 
I  would  stop  there. 

It  is  certainly  necessary  to  increase  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  Government  in  this  tribunal. 
Every  case  which  arises  in  it  is  one  in  which  the 
Government  is  a  party;  and  with  only  one  soli- 
citor, as  it  is  now  organized,  he  is  necessarily 
engaged  in  every  case  which  arises.  He  must 
examine  every  case;  he  must  make  himself  mas- 
ter of  the  interests  and  rights  of  the  Government 
in  every  case  which  arises.  He  has  opposed  to 
him  the  whole  bar  of  the  Union — men  of  the  most 
powerful  abilities  and  the  most  extensive  learn- 
ing, all  combined  against  the  Government  and 
against  its  solicitor.  Ordinarily,  between  man 
and  man,  in  cases  of  small  importance,  parties 
employ  more  than  one  counsel — very  often  three 
where  the  matter  in  discussion  is  only  a  few 
thousand  dollars.  Here,  where  the  whole  inter- 
ests of  the  Government  are  involved,  where  a 
vast  amount  of  business  is  transferred  from  the 
halls  of  Congress  to  the  Court  of  Claims,  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  with  its  im- 
mense treasury,  can  afford  to  employ  only  one 
man  by  the  year,  and  now  the  proposition  is  to 
increase  it  to  only  two  and  a  clerk !  Sir,  there  is 
not  a  respectable  law  office  in  the  city  of  Boston, 
New  York,  or  Baltimore,  which  is  not  more 
strongly  officered  than  the  Court  of  Claims  is  on 
the  part  of  the  Grovemment.  Our  force  there  is 
altogether  inadequate.  It  will  be  found  to  be  so. 
I  should  much  prefer,  therefore,  to  have  two  as- 
sistant solicitors,  in  order  that  any  one  of  them 
might  represent  the  Government  m  the  absence 
of  the  other.  I  hope  that  no  false  idea  of  econ- 
omy will  induce  the  Senators  representing  the 
Committee  on  Claims  to  withhold  that  8trenfi:th 
to  the  representation  of  the  Government  in  mis 
tribunal  which  is  necessary  for  the  protection  of 
its  interests.  For  this  purpose  I  move  to  strike 
out  the  word  **  clerk  '*  in  Ihe  second  section. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.   And  insert  ♦*  deputy." 

Mr.  TOUCEY.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  wish  to 
insert  '*  deputy;"  I  wish  to  have  a  representative 
of  the  Government,  not  a  representative  of  the 
solicitor;  I  wish  to  have  a  man  of  ability  and 
character,  who  will  stand  there  representing  the 


Government — not  the  mere  clerk  of  our  solicitor, 
not  the  clerk  of  our  representative,  but  our  rep- 
resentative himself.  I  would,  therefore,  move  an 
amendment  to  the  bill  to  that  effect,  unless  it  in 
objected  to  strenuously  by  my  honorable  friend 
from  Pennsylvania,  so  as  to  substitute  two  assist- 
ant solicitors  instead  of  one  assistant  solicitor  and 
ft  dcrk 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  Mr.  President,  there  is 
much  force  in  what  my  distinguished  friend  from 
Connecticut  has  said ;  but  the  object  of  the  com- 
mittee was,  to  frame  a  bill  to  which  there  could 
be  no  possible  objection,  and  not  to  ask  for  too 
much  at  once.  This  court  is  now  feeling  its  way; 
it  is  doing  well;  it  is  composed  of  able  judges. 
Its  opinions,  so  far  as  I  have  examined  them,  are 
correct.  I  hope  and  believe  that  it  will  become 
a  ^ood  institution.     It  has  started  properly. 

My  friend  from  Connecticut  will  remember  that 
the  Government  is  also  represented  by  the  three 
judges.  They  take  care  of  the  interests  of  the 
Government.  For  myself,  I  should  be  willincc  to 
have  three  solicitors;  but  we  think  two  would  be 
enough.  At  any  rate,  the  present  solicitor  is 
willing  to  undertake  it  with  this  force.  In  that 
point  of  view,  I  think  we  had  better  let  the  bill 
stand  as  it  is.  The  Government  will  be  in  fact 
represented  by  tlirce  counsel,  although  one  will 
be  colled  a  clerk  or  a  deputy.  The  solicitors  will 
have  a  deputy  with  a  good  salary — $2,500  a  year 
— to  prepare  their  briefs;  to  assist  in  taking  testi- 
mony; to  answer  the  letters  which  may  be  ad- 
dressed to  them.  He  can  make  himself  as  useful 
in  that  capacity,  and  under  that  name,  as  if  he 
were  coUca  an  assistant-solicitor,  and  appointed 
by  the  President.  I  hope,  therefore,  tnat  my 
friend  from  Connecticut — although  there  is  mucn 
force  in  what  he  says — will  allow  this  bill  to  be 
passed  as  ii  is ;  and,  if  hereafter  it  should  be  found 
necessary  to  appoint  another  solicitor,  I  shall  go 
with  him  to  accomplish  that  object. 

Mr.  BEILL,  of  Tennessee.  Is  it  intended  to 
urge  this  bill  to  its  passage  this  afternoon?  It  is 
a  question  of  importance. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  know  it  is  an  important 
bill,  but  it  is  a  practical  measure.  I  do  not  de- 
sire to  occupy  the  time  of  the  Senate  myself,  but, 
if  any  Senator  wishes  to  have  further  time  for 
examination,  I  shall  make  no  opposition  to  the 
postponement  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Tennessee.  I  will  not  insist  on 
postponement,  but  I  desire  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Senate  to  a  few  considerations  connected 
with  this  subject.  The  remarks  of  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania  have,  to  some  extent, 
furnished  the  information  which  I  wished  to  ob- 
tain on  this,  subject;  but  still  I  should  like  very 
much  to  have  some  further  knowledge  as  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  court.  I  confess  I  am  entirely 
Ignorant  of  the  manner  in  which  its  proceedings 
have  been  received  by  the  public  and  by  Congress. 

We  all  know  that  the  Court  of  Claims  was  estab- 
lished by  Con^ss  in  good  faith,  with  an  honest 
and  patriotic  disposition  to  make  this  experiment; 
not  with  a  view  of  its  becoming  a  permanent  part 
of  our  institutions,  but  to  see  what  could  be  done 
to  relieve  Congress  from  the  burden  of  the  exam- 
nation  of  the  multitude  of  private  claims  wliich 
overwhelmed  us  at  every  session,  and  from  the 
difficulties  which  existed  in  deciding  them  prop- 
erly, either  in  reference  to  the  interests  of  the 
public  or  of  the  individual.  Now,  I  desire  to 
know  whether  the  honorable  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania has  given  such  attention  to  the  action  of 
the  court  up  to  this  time, as  to  be  able  to  express 
a  decided  opinion  that  the  experiment  is  working 
well  ?  It  is  only  within  the  last  few  days  that  the 
decisions  of  the  court  have  been  laid  before  Con- 
gress, and  I  have  had  no  opportunity  to  examine 
them;  and  I  therefore  ask  the  question  of  the  hon- 
orable Senator  who  is  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Claims. 

I  should  be  unwilling  to  vote  for  this  bill,  until 
I  receive  some  satisfoctory  information  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  this  court  is  understood,  by 
those  who  have  noticed  its  proceedings  and  ex- 
amined its  decisions,  to  have  acted.  I  am  not 
dispoised  to  vote  for  it  unless  they  are  prepared 
to  express  the  opinion  that  it  is  a  tribunal  which 
really  promises  to  be  an  advantageous  mode  of 
settling  the  claims  of  individuals  against  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  to  do  justice  alike  to  the  Govern- 
ment and  to  individuals.  If  we  pass  this  bill, 
and  attach  to  it  a  still  greater  number  of  officers, 


it  will  be  more  difficult  to  drop  them  and  discon- 
tinue the  court,  if  we  should  not  be  satisfied  with 
it  in  future. 

There  may  be  another  objection.  If  you  ap- 
point a  greater  number  of  officers  than  are  ne- 
cessary to  attend  to  the  interests  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  examination  of  the  claims  which  are 
presented  against  it,  instead  of  increasing  the  ef- 
ficiency of  the  examining  or  defending  counsel, 
you  necessarily  weaken  it;  because,  when  you 
divide  the  responsibility  between  many,  one  will 
depend  on  another,  and  the  proper  energy  and 
inaustry  which  ought  to  be  exefcised  will  be 
lost.  If  there  be  actually  a  deficiency  of  counsel 
of  skill  and  ability  to  attend  properly  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  United  States  before  this  tribunal, 
we  certainly  ought  to  increase  the  number,  not 
nferely  to- two  or  three,  as  proposed  by  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Connecticut,  but  even  to  four 
or  five,  if  essential. 

I  understand  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  solicitor 
to  prepare  interrogatories  for  the  examination  of 
witnesses  in  every  part  of  the  United  States.  This 
is  a  very  burdensome  and  irksome  duty;  and  from 
my  own  experience  of  such  matters,  I  can  very 
readily  perceive  that,  during  the  sessions  of  the 
court,  it  would  be  impossible  for  one  man  to  attend 

Froperly  to  the  interests  of  the  Government;  but 
am  not  sufficiently  informed  as  to  the  fact 
whether  these  branches  of  the  duty  of  the  solici- 
tor have  been  attended  to;  and  if  not,  whether 
the  neglect  has  been  on  account  of  the  want  of 
time  and  ability  to  do  so.  When  I  use  the  term 
"  want  of  ability,**  I  do  not  meant  a  want  of  nat- 
ural or  professional  ability,  but  a  want  of  suffi- 
cient physical  strength  to  attend  to  the  duties 
which  he  must  perform  in  the  argument  of  cases, 
the  preparation  of  briefs,  and  the  examination 
of  the  briefs  of  the  claimants'  counsel. 

After  all,  in  every  matter  of  this  sort,  it  is  not 
so  much  the  number,  as  the  real  ability,  of  the 
appointees,  in  which  the  Cxovernmcht  is  con- 
cerned. I  have  no  doubt  there  would  be  every 
disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Executive  to  fur- 
nisn  men  of  proper  ability;  but  you  may  appoint 
half  a  dozen  or  a  score,  and  unless  the  selection 
is  made  really  witli  a  view  to  the  duties  to  be 
performed,  of  capable,  industrious,  and  energetic 
men,  it  would  be  in  vain  to  increase  this  corps.  I 
say  this  without  meaning  to  express  any  greater 
diffidence  in  this  Admmistmuon  than  in  any 
other;* nor  do  I  wish  to  suggest  that  there  arc 
particular  persons  who  are  in  view  to  be  appoint- 
ed. 1  will  siiy,  in  all  candor  to  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  from  my  knowledge 
of  the  vigilance  with  which  he  watches  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Congress  in  reference  to  questions  of 
appropriation,  and  investigates  claims,  and  his 
g^eneral  industry,  and  his  firm  purpose  to  do  jus- 
tice not  only  to  individuals »  but  to  the  Govern- 
ment, I  should  be  glad  if  he  had  in  view  the 
proper  persons  to  fill  these  places,  and  I  should 
vote  for  the  bill  with  more  alacrity  if  such  were 
the  fact. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to 
press  this  bill  to  a  vote  thio  evening  if  several 
Senators,  who  have  expressed  to  me  a  desire  to 
have  an  opportunity  to  examine  it  further,  shall 

Sersist  in  that  wish.  My  friend  from  Tennessee 
oca  not  seem  to  be  well  satisfied  with  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  court  thus  far,  or,  rather,  he  has 
not  fully  examined  its  proceeding.  I  do  not 
understand  him  to  express  dissatisfaction  with 
them. 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Tennessee.    Not  at  all. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  But  he  desires  to  know 
from  me,  whether  I  have  carefully  examined  the 
decisions  of  the  court  ?  I  will  say,  in  reply,  that 
I  have  read  many  of  its  opinions,  ana  I  have 
carefully  watched  its  course.  The  bill  by  which 
it  was  established  was  introduced  by  myself,  and 
therefore  I  have  felt  considerable  interest  in  the 
subject,  and  have  been  exceedingly  desirous  that 
the  court  should  work  well;  and  I  have  hoped 
that  it  will,  in  a  srreat  degree,  remedy  the  eriis 
which  we  have  all  seen  to  exist  in  the  aduiit- 
ment  of  private  claims  before  Congress.  The 
proceedings  of  the  court,  so  far  as  I  have  ex- 
amined them,  have  been  entirely  *''^^'*^"*^J^FT  JJ 
me .  A  synopsis  of  their  decisions  was  pubUBlvea 
a  few  days  ago  in  theNationcxl  InielVi^ncer,  ana 
that  synopsis,  together  with  the  opinionJ  mm, 
as  published  in  the  Union  Crom  time  to  time, 
must,  it  soems  to  me,  meet  the  ApprobaUon  ot 
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but  it  10  BO  mvteh  of  a  eourt  as  to  answer  very 

food  purposes  for  efficiency;  and  just  so  often  as 
can  oe  convinced  of  tbe  necessity  of  additional 
officers  or  additional  salaries,  I  shall  vote  to  allow 
them;  but  I  cannot  cast  such  a  vote  upon  the 
mere  suggestions  of  Senators  or  a  committee. 

I  hope  the  further  consideration  of  this  bill  will 
be  postponed  for  the  present.  I  think  it  ought 
to  be  postponed.  I  think  we  ought  to  have  the 
fhets.  It  lias  been  asserted  that  we  cannot  get 
them  from  the  court.  If  the  eourt  is  going  on 
as  easily  as  the  Senator  from  Maine  suggests, 
amidst  the  mass  of  business,  and  if  we  really 
cannot  get  information  from  the  court  as  to  the 
extent  of  the  business  before  it,  let  us  have  the 
information  from  the  solicitor;  let  us  have  it 
from  the  clerk;  let  us  have  it  from  some  person 
connected  with  the  court  who  is  responsible. 
Let  us  have  the  fkcts.  Let  us  know  what  is  the 
necessity  and  the  extent  of  it.  I  submit  that  we 
can  set  this  information  from  the  court.  T  sub- 
mit uiat  the  court  is  the  best  source  from  which 
to  derive  information  of  the  extent  of  business 
before  it,  and  the  necessity  of  this  additional 
force,  because  the  court  is  entirely  disinterested 
on  the  question.  Sitting  there  as  judges,  they 
must  know  the  extent  of  the  necessity  for  addi- 
tional force  to  aid  the  solicitor,  and  they  would 
be  the  best  source  from  which  such  information 
could  come.  I  desire  to  have  it;  and  I  therefore 
move  that  the  further  consideration  of  this  bill  be 
postponed  for  one  week. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  will  say  to  my  friend 
from  Michigan,  that  the  solicitor  of  the  court  in- 
formed me  that  it  was  utterly  impossible  for  him 
to  represent  the  Government  in  all  cases  brought 
before  that  tribunal.  It  would  be  almost  impos- 
sible for  him  to  read  the  briefb  made  out  on  be- 
half of  the  claimants,  much  less  to  prepare  briefs 
and  make  arguments  in  answer,  ana  attend  to  the 
taking  of  testimony.  I  presume  the  court  or  the 
solicitor  would  have  made  a  written  communica- 
tion as  to  the  necessitv  of  this  increase  of  fbrce 
if  it  had  been  desired;  out  it  seemed  to  me  not  to 
be  requisite.  The  business  before,  the  court  is  a 
Ii|rt  of  the  history  of  the  country.  We  all  know 
that  there  is  a  large  amount  of  business  there, 
and  that  it  is  of  a  very  important  nature.  We 
know  that  there  are  lar^e  claims,  in  which  the 
Grovernroent  is  interested,  now  pending  before 
the  court,  and  which  will  be  brought  before  it. 
We  see  from  day  to  day  brief  sketches  of  the 
proceedings.  Hence  it  was,  that  the  Committee 
on  Claims  did  not  call  on  the  court  for  a  written 
communication  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  Mr.  President^  at  one  time  it 
was  supposed  that  this  bill  would  come  before 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  I  had  some 
conversation  with  the  solicitor,  Mr.  Montgomery 
Blair,  and  he  made  an  entirely  satisfactory  state- 
ment to  me.  He  showed  me  that  the  cases  befbre 
the  court  required  voluminous  briefs,  and  he  ex- 
hibited to  me  some  briefs  of  forty,  and  of  fifty, 
and  of  sixty  printed  pages.  In  one  case  his  brief 
was  composed  partly  of  remarks  which  I  myself 
had  made  on  this  floor,  and  I  asked  him  the  rea- 
son of  it.  He  said  he  really  had  no  time  to  make 
out  a  brief  in  his  own  language,  and  he  was  com- 
pelled to  cut  out  with  scissors  statements  of  this 
kind.  I  am  entirely  satisfied  that  what  he  told 
me  was  true.  He  says  it  is  impossible  to  do  jus- 
tice to  the  Government  by  an  intelligent  inquiry 
into  the  various  cases  brought  before  this  tribu- 
nal, unless  he  has  some  one  to  supply  him  with 
the  materials  out  of  which  he  can  make  his  briefs 
He  may  write  out  the  briefs,  but  he  ought  to  have 
some  person  to  present  the  materials  to  him,  and 
to  hunt  up  authorities  fbr  him.  I  am  entirely 
satisfied  that  he  alone  cannot  do  it  with  justice  to 
himself  as  a  lawyer,  or  to  the  Government,  which 
has  committed  its  interests  to  his  charge. 

I  shall  vote  for  this  bill  with  a  great  deal  of 
pleasure.  I  have  had  no  conversation  with  the 
Judges  of  the  court,  but  I  have  conversed  a  good 
deal  with  Mr.  Blair  upon  the  subject;  and  the 
result  of  my  communications  with  him  has  been 
to  force  on  my  mind  the  conviction  that  he  is 
required  to  do,  for  a  small  compensation,  more 
labor  than  almost  any  other  man  in  this  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  Mr.  President,  when  the 
original  bill  for  the  establishment  of  the  Court  of 
Claims  was  pending  before  this  body,  I  thought 
it  would  be  more  prudent  to  have  the  interests  of 


the  Government  protected  by  the  appouittnent  of 
more  than  one  solicitor.  I  am  without  any  par- 
ticular knowledge  derived  from  the  solicitor  or 
judges,  but  I  think  I  have  sufficient  knowledge 
of  the  character  of  the  business  whi^h  has  ^one 
before  the  court,  and  the  novelty  of  the  questions 
raised,  to  justify  me  in  voting  for  this  bUl.  The 
questions  presented  to  the  court  are  of  such  a 
nature  that  autnorities  can  hardly  be  brought  to 
bear  on  them;  but  the  decision  of  them  must  rest 
on  principles  the  investigation  of  which  requires 
a  very  extraordinary  appUcation  of  intellect.  The 
solicitor  is  expected  to  meet  in  all  these  claims 
the  opposition  of  the  ablest  minds  of  the  country. 

Having  these  facts  in  view,  I  cannot  entertain 
the  shadow  of  a  doubt  that  the  interests  of  the 
Government  will  be  measurably  unprotected,  un- 
less you  appoint  an  additional  solicitor  to  the 
court  during  the  first  four  or  five  years  of  its  ex- 
istence. Undoubtedly,  afler  the  general  principles 
which  are  to  govern  the  rights  of  claimants  against 
the  United  States  have  Been  disposed  of  by  the 
decisions  of  the  court,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years 
you  will  be  able  to  dispense  with  more  than  a 
single  solicitor.  At  present,  however,  there  is  a 
mass  of  business  before  the  court  involving  new 
and  complicated  questions.  Without  reference 
to  any  opinion  derived  from  the  solicitor  or  judges, 
and  looking  only  to  my  own  knowledge  of  the 
difficulties  connected  with  the  professional  ques- 
tions, and  my  knowledge  of  the  mass  of  business 
pressing  on  the  court,  i  can  entertain  no  doubt 
that,  if  you  mean  to  protect  the  interests  of  the 
Government,  and  to  have  those  questions  rightly 
discussed  on  the  side  of  the  Grovemment,  you 
must  pass  the  bill  now  before  the  Senate.  No 
human  labor  would  enable  the  solicitor  to  do 
justice  to  the  cases  which  are  constantly  pressing 
on  him,  involving  points  of  the  most  varied  kind, 
and  altogether  novel;  and  in  regard  to  which  he 
can  derive  little  information  from  books,  but  must 
make  his  deductions  from  general  principles, 
which  are  to  be  searched  out  and  presented  on 
their  own  merits.  He  must  also  enter  constantly 
into  a  long  investigation  of  the  fhcts,  and  he  must 
examine  written  depositions  to  ascertain  the  &cts 
in  each  particular  case. 

Under  all  circumstances  I  do  not  rtiyself  doubt — 
and  I  have  looked  at  this  bill — that  its  provisions 
do  not  so  one  step  further  than  is  absolutely 
essential  to  the  protection  of  the  interests  of  the 
Government;  and  I  shall  vote  for  it  with  great 
cheerfblness.  I  have  equally  little  doubt  that, 
afler  the  lapse  of  a  few  years,  constituted  as  the 
court  is,  as  I  believe,  of  very  able  men,  we  shall 
be  able  to  dispense  with  more  than  the  ordinary 
services  of  one  solicitor  as  first  appointed,  with  a 
clerk.    I  shall  vote  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  TOUCEY.  I  have  had  occasion  to  make 
some  inquiries  in  regard  to  this  matter,  and  I  am 
entirely  satisfied  that  the  solicitor,  if  lefl  unas- 
sisted, cannot  hold  the  office  and  discharge  its 
duties,  but  will  be  compelled  to  resign  it.  No 
man  in  my  judgment  could  do  it.  Prom  my 
knowled^  of  the  business  in  that  court,  the  mil- 
lions which  are  depending  there,  and  the  powerful 
abilities  that  are  brought  to  bear  against  ihe  Grov- 
emment, I  can  say  that  no  man  is  physically  able 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  solicitor.  Now  we 
have  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  committee  of 
this  body  to  which  it  nas  been  referred  in  favor 
of  this  bill.  I  think  we  should  be  justified  in 
passing  it  without  delay. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
is  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  fVom  Michigan, 
to  postpone  the  fbrAer  consideration  of  the  bill' 
until  this  day  week. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  The  Committee  on  Claims 
have  authorized  mc  to  move  an  amendment,  by 
striking  out  the  word  "  clerk  **  in  the  clause  au- 
thorizing the  solicitor  to  employ  a  clerk,  and 
inserting  the  word  "  deputy.**  The  object  is, 
that  the  assistant  of  the  solicitor  shall  be  called  a 
deputy,  which  the  solicitor  prefers.  It  is  a  mere 
matter  of  name. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  wish  to  offer  an  amendment. 
The  bill  provides  in  the  first  section:  **  and  any 
one  of  the  said  judges  may  appoint  commission- 
ers to  take  testimony.'*  I  think  that  such  ap- 
pointments should  be  the  act  of  the  eourt;  and  I 
therefore  propose  to  strike  out  the  words  after 
the  word  "and,  **  and  before  the  word  "may," 


and  insert  the  words,  "  the  court;**  so  that  it 


act  of  a  single  judge. 


t  01  a  single  judge. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.     I  have  no  objection  to 
that. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  wish  to  ask  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  if  the  court  has  not  now 
the  power  to  appoint  commissioners  to  take  tes- 
timony ? 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Then,  what  is  the  object 
of  this  provision  ? 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  will  explain  to  my 
friend.  Under  the  act  organizing  the  court  three 
judges  were  required  for  Die  purpose  of  appoint- 
ing a  commissioner;  now  any  two  can  appoint. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended, 
and  the  amendments  made  *as  in  CommiUee  of 
the  Whole  were  concurred  in.  The  bill,  as 
amended^  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  March  13, 1836. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o*clock,  m.  Pmjrer 
by  Rev.  Daniel  Waldo. 

The  Jou  mal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  business  first  in 
order  was  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Comr 
mittee  of  Elections. 

WITHDRAWAL  OF  PAPERS. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  HOFFMAN,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  papers  in  the  case  of  Mis.  If  ewbotd  be 
withdrawn  from  the  flies  of  the  Boose,  fbr  the  pmpose  of 
reference  to  a  committee  of  the  Senate. 

RAIUIOAD  IRON  DUTIES. 

Mr.  READY.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  present  a  preamble  and  resoh- 
tions  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee,  on 
the  subject  of  duty  on  railroad  iron;  and  ask 
their  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Cominercc. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  My  colleague— 
if  I  understand  him — presents  some  resolutions 
of  the  Tennessee  Legislature  on  the  subject  of 
duties  on  railroad  iron;  and  he  asks  their  refer- 
ence  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce.  That,  sir, 
is  a  subject  which  pertains  strictly  to  the  rereDues 
of  the  country,  and,  consef^uently,  to  the  tariff— 
a  subject  which  the  Committee  on  Commerce  has 
never  had  jurisdiction  of.  It  is  one  which  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  hare  exclusive 
jurisdiction  of.  That  whole  subject— touching 
the  tariff  and  revenues  of  the  country— as  em- 
braced in  the  message  of  the  President  and  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  has  been 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means; 
and  I  suggest  to  my  colleague  tne  propriety  of 
letting  these  resolutions  take  the  same  direcuon. 

Mr.  RITCHIE.  I  will  state  farther,  that  when 
that  memorial  was  presented  by  the  gentleman 
trom  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Readt»]  I  rose  in  myphiw 
and  objected  to  it. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  move  its  refer- 
ence to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  READY..  I  do  not  know  what  has  been 
the  practice  of  the  House  4n  regard  to  the  refer- 
ence of  such  papers  as  the  one  which  I  have  mst 
presented.  It  seems  to  me,  however,  to  belong 
as  appropriately  to  the  Committee  on  Coronwrce 
as  to  any  other;  and  I  should  prefer  it  to  go  to  that 
committee.  I  have  heard  no  substantial  reason 
why  it  should  go  to  the  Committee  of  Waysand 
Means.  I  know  that  there  is  a  good  deal  of  sen- 
sitiveness on  the  part  of  some  ffentlcmen  on  this 
floor  in  regard  to  memorials,  oills,  and  resom- 
tions  on  this  subject.  I  have  no  doubt,  however, 
that  the  interests  which  they  represent  will  be  as 
safe  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
as  in  those  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means-, 
and  I  should  prefer  to  let  it  go  to  the  first-nnmea 
connmittee.  ^       ^ 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Pennsylvania.  The  ques- 
tion in  reference  to  contemplated  changes  ^^  '"^J' 
fications  of  the  duty  on  railroad  iron  has  nlreaay 
been  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  ana 
Means;  and  the  whole  subject  will,  in  all  l^rom- 
bility,  come  before  that  committee,  not  oniyi" 
reference  to  the  i^uestiOn  embraced  in  the  nam 
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man  from  Illinois  ¥rith  the  understanding  that  he 
was  to  go  on  to-night. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  barely  alluded  to  the  fact  for 
the  benefit  of  the  e entleman  from  Mississippi. 
The  question,  whether  the  House  will  or  will  not 
close  discussion,  wUl  be  determined  when  the 
question  arises. 

Mr.  H.  then  addressed  some  remarks  to  the 
House,  which  he  has  withheld  for  revision,  and 
which  will  appear  in  the  Appendix. 

Mr.  WASHBURN  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  If  the  gentleman  from  Maine 
is  not  goin?  to  speak  this  evening,  I  should  like 
to  occupy  the  floor  for  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  If  by  general  consent 
of  the  House  I  can  maintain  my  right  to  the  floor, 
I  have  no  objection  to  the  gentleman  speaking. 

No  objection  was  made. 

Mr.  LETCHER  then  addressed  the  House, 
but  his  remarks  have  been  withheld  for  revision, 
and  will  appear  in  the  Appendix. 

Mr.  WASHBURN  obtained  the  floor,  but 
yielded  to 

Mr.  BARBOUR,  who  moved  that  the  House 
adjourn. 

Mr.  WADE.  I  ask  to  take  from  the  Speaker's 
table  Senate  bill  relating  to  punishment  in  the 
penitentiary,  in  order  that  it  may  be  put  on  its 
passage.    It  can  be  done  in  a  little  while. 

Mr.  RUFFIN.  I  protest  against  business  being 
done  when  we  have  far  from  a  quorum  present. 
Either  let  the  debate  go  on,  or  let  us  adjourn.  I 
*    object  to  the  gentleman's  proposition. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  ad- 
journ, and  it  was  agreed  to;  and  thereupon  (at 
twenty-five  minutes  before  four  o'clock)  the 
House  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  at  twelve 
o'clock,  m.    

IN  SENATE. 

Friday,  Jtfarc^  14, 1856. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  Daniel  Waldo,  Chaplain  to  the 
House  of  Representatives. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved . 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  report  of  the  Secretar)r  of  the  Navy, 
communicating,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution 
of  the  Senate,  information  in  relation  to  printing 
for  the  Navy  Department,  durine  the  year  ending 
December  31,  1855,  not  executed  under  the  pro- 
visions  of  the  act  of  August  26, 1852;  which,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Hunter,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing. 

Also,  a  communication  from  M.  C.  Meigs,  the 
engineer  in  charge  of  the  Capitol  extension  and 
other  public  works,  representing  the  importance 
of  an  appropriation  for  continuing  the  work  on 
the  Washington  aqueduct;  which,  on  motion  by 
Mr.  Wellcr,  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  PEARCE  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
professors  of  the  Naval  Academy,  praying  to  be 
allowed  the  same  compensation  as  is  paid  to  the 

frofessors  at  the  Military  Academy  at  West 
'oint;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Afiairs. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  citizens  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
praying  for  the  adoption  of  measures  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  railroad  to  the  Pacific  ocean;  which 
was  referred  to  the  select  committee  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Pacific  railroad. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Augustus  McLaughlin, 
late  a  master  in  the  Navy,  who  was  dropped  in 
consequence  of  the  recommendation  of  the  late 
naval  board,  praying  to  be  restored  to  his  former 
position  in  the  service;  which  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Also,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Mary- 
land, urging  upon  Congress  the  payment  of 
money  due  by  the  United  States  to  that  State  for 
expenditures  made  by  her  during  the  war  of  1812 
for  military  purposes;  which  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  MALLORY  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
professors  of  the  Naval  Academy  at  Annapolis, 
praying  to  be  allowed  the  same  compensation 
that  is  paid  to  the  professors  at  the  Military 
Academy  at  West  Point;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  presented  a  petition  from 


merchants  and  importers  residing  at  Philadelphia, 
pray  in?  for  a  reduction  of  the  duties  on  undyed 
and  unfinished  woolen  goods;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  SEWARD  presented  a  petition  of  mer- 
chants and  importers  residing  in  New  York  city, 
praying  for  a  reduction  of  the  duties  on  undyed 
and  unfinished  woolen  goods;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  SUMNER  presented  a  petition  of  mer- 
chants and  importers  of  Boston,  prayiiug;  for  a 
reduction  of  the  duties  on  undyed  and  unfinished 
woolen  goods;  which  was  reterred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Mr.  BIGLER  prcssented  a  petition  of  merchants 
and  importers  of  Pittsburg,  praying  for  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  duties  on  undyed  and  unfinished 
woolen  goods;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Mr.  RUSK.  I  have  been  requested  to  present 
the  memorial  of  Richard  H.  Weightman,  asking 
for  compensation  for  services  rendered  to  New 
Mexico.  Mr.  Weightman  was  sent  here  at  the 
time,  when  representatives  were  sent  under  the 
State  constitution  formed  by  New  Mexico,  as  a 
Senator.  The  other  agents  of  New  Mexico,  who 
were  sent  under  similar  circumstances,  have  long 
since  been  paid  their  per  diem  and  nulea^,  but 
Mr.  Weightman  has  never  yet  been  paid.  He 
was  an  attendant  on  Congress  for  two  sessions; 
and  a  bill  providing  for  the  payment  of  this  claim 
has  passed  the  Senate,  I  think,  two  or  three 
times.  I  ask  the  reference  of  his  memorial  to  the 
Committee  on  Territories,  and  I  invoke  their 
early  attention  to  the  subject. 

It  was  bo  referred. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PEARCE,  it  was  * 

Ordered,  That  the  papers  of  the  hein  of  Dr.  Samuel  T. 
Keene  be  withdrawn  from  the  filet  of  the  Senate,  and 
referred  to  the  Court  of  Claima. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  WADE,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Josiah  S. 
Little,  submitted  a  report  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  his  relief;  which  was  read  a  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading.  The  report  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  GEYER,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to  change 
the  terms  of  the  United  States  court  for  Wiscon- 
sin, and  to  compensate  the  judge,  reported  it  back 
without  amendment. 

POST  ROUTE  IN  ARKANSAS. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution; which  was  considered  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  agreed  to: 

Reeoloed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Poet  Office  and 
Poat  Roodi  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  estal>liBhing  a  post  route  fVom  Linden  to  Jones,  m  Texas 
township,  west  of  LangviUe,  ii^t.  Francis  coan^,  Arkan- 
sas, and  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

FALLS  OF  THE  OHIO  RIVER. 

Mr.  PUGH^submitted  the  following  resolution 

for  consideration: 

Reeohed,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  by  the 
President  jm  tempore  to  consider  the  best  method  or  im- 
proviiijK  or  obviating  the  obstructions  to  navigation  at  the 
tklls  of  the  Ohio  river;  and  that  said  committee  be  author- 
ized to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

NOTICE  OF  A  BILL. 

Mr.  CLAY  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  remit  and  refund  cer- 
tain duties  on  railroad  iron. 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  SLIDELL  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leare  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the 
rehef  of  Richard  Albritton;  which  was  read  the 
first  and  second  times  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

BILLS  BECOME  LAWS. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Sidney  WBB8TBR,his 
Secretary,  announcing  that  he  had  signed  the  fol* 
lowing  bills  of  the  Senate: 

A  resolution  providing  for  the  final  adjustment 
of  certain  cases  of  appeal  from  decisions  made  by 
the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  for  the  Post  Ofiice 
Department. 

A  bill  to  admit  to  register  or  enrollment  the 
schooner  Zadock  Pratt. 


KANSAS  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Mr.  President,  I  a^  leave 
to  make  a  report  on  the  resolution  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Printing  oo  Wednesday  last,  to 
print  sixty-two  thousand  copies  of  the  majority 
and  minority  reports  of  the  Committee  on  Tem- 
tories  in  relation  to  Kansas  affairs.  The  coit 
of  printinfi^  sixty-two  thousand  extra  copies,  ai 
proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Pugh,] 
will  be  $2,213.  The  Committee  on  Printing  have 
authorized  me  to  report  in  favor  of  printing  Uiirty- 
one  thousand  instead  of  sixty-two  thousand;  just 
half  tlie  number.  Sixty-two  thousand  would 
give  one  thousand  copies  to  each  Senator*,  but 
we  have  thought  that  five  hundred  would  be  suf- 
ficient. It  is  for  the  Senate  to  judge,  howeTer. 
We  report  in  favor  of  printing  thirty-one  thou- 
sand  of  those  two  reporu  from  the  Committee  on 
Territories,  the  cost  of  which  will  be  $1,106. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  on  con- 
curring in  the  report  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL  proceeded  to  discuss  the 
topics  which  are  embraced  in  the  report  of  the 
majority  of  the  Committee  on  Territoriee  on 
Kansas  affairs,  which  was  presented  to  the  Senate 
on  Wednesday  last.  He  spoke  until  five  minutei 
after  one  o'clock,  when 

Mr.  WELLER  rqpe  and  said:  Mr.  President, 
as  it  is  now  after  one  o'clock,  I  desire  to  call  for 
the  special  order  of  the  daj,  though  I  dislike  to 
intertere  with  the  Senator  from  Illinois. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  Senator  from  lUiooii 
certainly  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  WELLER.  1  believe  the  rule  is,  that 
when  the  morning  hour  has  expired, and  the  hour 
for  Uie  special  oraer  has  arrived,  the  Senator  if 
speaking  in  violation  of  the  rule  of  the  Senate, 
and  it  is  perfectly  competent  for  any  Senator  to 
arrest  the  progress  of  the  debate.  The  chairman 
who  made  the  report  from  the  Committee  on 
Territories  [Mr.  Douglas]  gave  notice  that  he 
woukl  present  a  bill  on  Monday  next.  That,  in 
my  judgment,  will  be  the  proper  time  for  this  dis- 
cussion; and,  therefore,  I  am  constrained  to  ask 
now  for  the  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Mr.  President,  I  do  not 
know  that  there  is  any  order  of  the  day  that  should 
take  precedence  of  the  question  now  before  the 
Senate. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will  state,  that 
when  the  Senate  at  a  previous  sitting  has  made  a 
special  order,  and  a  Senator  at  the  proper  hoar 
calls  for  that  special  order,  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Chair  to  present  the  question  to  the  Senate, 
whether  they  will  suspend  the  present  order  of 
business  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  to  the 
special  order. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Will  the  Chair  be  kind 
enough  to  inform  me  what  is  the  special  order  for 
to-day  ? 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  special  order  is  the 
bill  (S.No.  124)  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the 
United  States  Army. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  That  biU  was  reported 
from  the  Committee  on  Militanr  Affairs,  and 
has  been  continued  over  as  part  of  the  unfinished 
business;  it  was  not  made  the  special  order  for 
any  particular  day.  The  auestion  which  I  am  dis- 
cussing has  been  reportea  from  another  commit- 
tee of  the  Senate;  and  I  am  not  aware  of  ooy 
reason  why  the  report  of  the  committee  of  which 
the  Senator  from  California  is  chairman  should 
have  precedence  over  this.  I  do  not  wish,  how- 
ever, to  place  myself  in  the  way  of  the  busmess 
of  the  Senate,  nor  to  obtrude  myself  objectionably 
upon  the  Senator  from  California. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Senator  from 
California  ccJl  for  the  special  order? 

Mr.  WELLER.    I  do.  ..,    , 

The  PRESIDENT.  Then  the  ChairwiU sub- 
mit the  question  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WELLER.  Committee  reports  arc usuafly 
made  during  the  morning  hour.  This  discussion 
has  sprung  up  during  the  business  of  the  morn- 
ing hour,  on  a  report  from  the  Committee  on 
Printing.  The  three  mUUon  bill  was  yesterday 
postponed  until  to-day  at  one  o'clock,  and  maae 
the  special  order  for  that  time.  I  now  asK  tnai 
it  may  be  taken  up.  ,,      _. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  WUl  tlie  Senator  allow  me 
to  say  a  word  ?  The  Senator  from  llhnois  is  ac- 
Uvering  Lis  first  speech  in  the  Senate-    • 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.    I  beg  to  interrupt  tw 
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tage  and  resisting  ereiy  preliminary  minutis  of 
legislation.  I  trust  this  habit,  which  has  lately 
arisen,  will  be  abandoned;  and  when  any  ques- 
tion arises  on  which  parties  desire  to^  be  heard, 
that  it  may  be  debated  not  on  preliminary  mo- 
tions, but  on  the  general  issues  which  present 
themselves,  and  when  all  parties  may  have  a  fair 
opportunity  to  be  heard. 

•Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Mr.  President,  I  myself 
did  not  know  that  this  question  would  come  up 
this  morning.  It  arose  on  a  report  from  a  com- 
mittee. I  had  no  knowledge  that  they  would 
make  the  report,  and,  of  course,  could  not  notify 
anybody  in  reference  to  it.        ^ 

1  desire  to  inquire  whether  it  would  not  be  in 
order  to  make  the  subject  now  under  consider- 
ation the  special  order  of  the  day  for  next  Mon- 
day, and  let  it  be  disposed  of  then  ?  I  am  entirely 
willing  that  the  gentleman  from  California  should 
have  me  bill  in  which  he  feels  an  interest  taken 
up.  4|If  he  will  consent,  I  will  move  that  the  sub- 
ject now  under  consideration  be  made  the  special 
order  for  Monday,  and  then  his  bill  can  be  taken 
up  and  disposed  of  to-day. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  could  hare  no  objection  to 
what  the  Senator  proposes,  but  I  believe  there  is 
a  special  order  already  assigned  for  Monday — 
the  river  and  harbor  bills. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  have  given  notice  that,  by 
the  instruction  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
I  should  ask  the  Senate  on  Monday  to  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  the  river  and  haroor  im- 
provement bills  reported  fVom  that  committee.  I 
shall  feel  it  my  duty  at  that  time  to  insist  on  pro- 
ceedingwith  those  bills. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  felt  it  my  duty,  as  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  charged 
with  the  three  million  bill,  to  move  for  the  action 
of  the  Senate  on  it  at  one  o'clock  to-day.  It  has 
already  been  under  consideration  several  days, 
and  has  interfered  with  one  or  two  special  assign- 
ments for  particular  days  which  have  been  ma^e. 
I  was  unmmling  to  interfere  with  otl)er  Senators; 
and  in  order  to  avoid  being  placed  in  that  position 
I  desired  to  obtain  early  action  on  this  particular 
bill.  I  will  say  to  the  Senator  from  Ill||tois,  that 
if  any  political  friend  or  associate  of  mine  had 
been  on  the  floor  at  the  time  when  I  interposed,  I 
should  undoubtedly  have  called  for  the  order  of 
the  day,  precisely  as  I  have  done,  without  refer- 
ence to  the  subject  under  discussion. 

Now,  Mr.  rresident,  as  there  seems  to  be  a 
disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  that  this 
debate  should  go  on,  I  do  not  feel  disposed  to 
interfere.  If  the  rule  be  such  as  is  laid  down  by 
my  friend  from  Texas,  [Mr.  Rusk,]  you  attain 
nothing  by  making  a  subject  the  special  order  for 
any  day,  because,  if  a  Senator  should  obtain  the 
floor  during  the  mominff  hour,  he  could  go  on  and 
debate  for  six  weeks  if  ne  chose.  I  cannot  agree 
to  that  construction  which  is  ^ven  to  the  rule  by 
the  Senator  from  Texas.  My  construction  is, 
that,  by  the  rule  of  the  Senate,  when  you  have 
made  a  subject  the  special  order  for  a  particular 
hour,  it  is  out  of  order  to  speak  on  any  other 
subject  when  that  hour  arrives.  Therefore,  I  did 
not  intend  to  get  the  floor  from  the  Senator  from 
Illinois  for  the  purpose  of  depriving  him  of  the 
privilege  of  spealcing.  I  rose  to  a  point  of  order, 
as  I  thought,  which  was,  that  he  was  speaking 
against  the  order  of  the  Senate,  the  hour  of  one 
o  clock  having  arrived.  That  was  the  view  in 
ivhioh  I  intended  to  present  the  question.  How- 
ever, as  there  is  a  disposition  to  have  an  abstract 
question  discussed  instead  of  proceeding  to  the 
regular  order  of  the  day,  I  shall  withdraw  my 
motion,  and  the  Senator  may  go  on  ad  libitum. 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Tennessee.  I  do  not  rise  for 
the  purpose  of  making  any  extended  remarks;  I 
merely  wish  to  state  my  understanding  of  the 
rule.  As  the  matter  of  difficulty  has  been  satis- 
factorily arranged,  I  can  say  it  without  being 
liable  to  exception.  I  think  the  Senator  from 
Texas  is  mist£ucen  in  his  construction  of  the  rules 
of  proceeding  in  the  Senate.  When  the  hour  for 
the  consideration  of  the  special  order  has  ar- 
rived, any  Senator  may  make  a  motion  to  take 
up;  in  fact  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  the  Pres- 
iaent  of  the  Senate  has  the  power,  and  that  it  is 
perhaps  his  duty,  to  call  for  the  special  order, 
when  the  hour  arrives  for  which  it  has  been 
$xed. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  would  remark 
that  it  has  been  the  practice  of  the  presiding 


officer  to  call  for  the  special  order  when  the  hour 
has  arrived  which  was  fixed  for  its  considera^ 
tion. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  hope  that  will  be  distinctly 
understood,  in  consequence  of  the  remark  roadie 
by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Sum- 
ner,] who  has  declared  to-day  that  this  is  an 
unusual  and  unprecedented  thing,  and  that  we  on 
this  side  of  the  Chamber,  because  a  political 
friend  of  his  had  the  floor,  desired  to  adopt  some 
extraordinary  mode  of  ^ttine  rid  of  the  subject 
on  which  he  was  speaking.  The  Chair  has  al- 
ready informed  the  Senate  that  there  is  nothing 
more  common  than  to  call  for  the  special  order 
of  the  day  (no  matter  who  may  be  on  the  floor) 
when  the  hour  fixed  for  its  consideration  arrives. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  It  is  perhaps  proper  that  I 
should  say,  that  having  been  here  six  years  I  have 
seen  the  practice  both  ways,  and  generally  with- 
out much  concern  on  the  part  of  the  Senate.  The 
Senator,  from  California  is  ri^ht  in  sayin?  that 
Senators  have  been  arrested  in  their  remarks  by 
being  notified  that  the  time  for  the  special  order 
had  arrived.  It  is  undoubtedly  the  right  of  any 
Senator  in  the  body  to  insist  on  proceeding  witn 
the  special  order  at  the  proper  time. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  desires  to  re- 
mark, in  conseouence  of  the  debate  which  has 
taken  place  to-aay,  that  hereafter,  when  special 
orders  nave  been  made,  and  the  hour  fixed  for  the 
consideration  arrives,  he  will  call  for  them,  unless 
otherwise  directed  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SEWARD.    That  is  right. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  Such  undoubtedly  is  the  rule. 

Mr.  TOUCEY.  After  what  has  been  said,  I 
wish  to  say  that,  both  in  the  other  branch  of  Con- 
gress and  m  this,  the  practice,  according  to  my 
observation,  has  been  tor  the  presiding  officer  to 
call  for  the  special  order,  although  the  fioor  may 
be  occupied ,  because  it  is  the  duty  of  the  presiding 
officer  to  enforce  the  orders  of  the  body. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  The  explanations  of  gen- 
tlemen having  been  concluded,  I  will  proceed 
with  my  remarks  on  the  subject  before  tne  Sen- 
ate. 

Mr.  T.  continued  hi*  remarks  until  twenty 
minutes  past  three  o'clock,  when 

Mr.  WADE  rose  and  said:  If  the  Senator 
will  give  way,  I  will  move  that  the  Senate  do  now 
adjourn. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  trust  not.  The  courtesies 
of  the  Senate  have  been  violated  by  takmg  ad- 
vantage of  my  known  absence  to  make  this 
assault  on  me.  I  hope  there  will  be  no  adjourn- 
ment until  I  can  have  the  opportunity  of  saying 
a  very  few  words  in  reply. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  will  proceed;  but  I  de- 
sire at  once  to  reply  to  the  remark  made  by  my 
colleague,  and  to  say  to  him  that  the  courtesies 
of  the  Senate  have  not  been  taken  advantage  of 
in  his  known  absence.  I  knew  not  whether  he 
was  absent  or  present.  I  knew  not  that  this 
question  would  come  up  to-day.  It  was  brought 
up  on  a  report  from  the  Committee  on  Printing. 
It  was  not  called  up  by  me.  I  have  not  spoken 
on  it  because  the  gentleman  was  absent.  I  have 
assailed  his  report.  I  have  not  assailed  my  col- 
league. There  is  a  very  material  difference 
between  attacking  the  positions  of  an  official  docu- 
ment and  attacking  an  mdividual.  The  document 
was  brought  before  the  Senate  without  my  instru- 
mentality, without  my  knowledge;  but  when  it 
did  come  up,  and  was  about  to  pass  ftom  the 
consideration  of  the  Senate,  I  thought  it  proper 
to  allude  to  it,  although  I  had  not  time  to  examine 
it  as  carefully  as  I  should  have  wished.  I  saw  it 
only  last  nignt;  but  rather  than  allow  the  oppor- 
tumty  to  escape,  not  knowing  when  again  the 
subject  might  be  brought  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Senate,  I  concluded  to  state  at  once  my  views 
upon  it. 

Mr.  T.  then  resumed  his  aigument,  and  con- 
tinued and  concluded  his  speecn;  which  will  be 
published  in  the  Appendix. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  Mr.  President,  I  was  very 
much  surprised  when  it  was  communicated  to  me 
this  afternoon  that  my  colleague  was  making  a 
i^eech  on  the  Kansas  question,  in  which  he  was 
arraigning  my  own  conduct  and  the  statements 
and  principles  set  forth  in  the  report  which  I  had 
the  nonor  to  submit  to  the  Senate  two  days  since 
from  the  Committee  on  Territories.  The  Senate 
will  remember  that  when  that  report  was  sub- 
mitted, a  very  brief  discussion  arose,  in  tJke  course 


of  which  the  gentleman  from  Michigan  [Mr. 
Stuart]  suggested  that  we  should  at  once  allow 
the  vote  to  be  taken  on  printing  it,  and  postpone 
the  discussion  of  its  merits  unul  the  bills  which 
the  committee  were  to  present  to  the  Senate  on 
Monday  should  come  up  for  action.  He  asked 
the  consent  of  the  Senate  to  that  course  of  pro- 
ceeding; and  immediately  on  his  doing  so,  the 
report  in  the  Globe  adds  that  I  rose  and  aaid,  **I 
agree  with  the  Senator  from  Michigan."  No 
one  objected  to  this  course;  and  I  undertake  to 
say,  therefore,  that  on  Wednesday  last  it  was 
understood  by  the  Senate  that  the  discussion  of 
this  report  should  be  postponed  until  next  week, 
when  the  questions  involved  in  it  will  properly 
come  up  on  the  bills  to  be  reported  by  tne  com- 
mittee. The  feeble  state  of  my  own  health, 
which  is  well  known  to  the  Senate,  rendered  it 
imprudent  for  me  to  be  in  the  Senate  Chamber 
tO'day ,  and  I  stayed  away  for  that  reason .  I  never 
dreamed  that  any  man  in  this  body  would  so  far 
forget  the  courtesies  of  life,  and  the  well  known 
usages  of  the  Senate,  as  to  make  an  assault  in  my 
absence  in  violation  of  the  distinct  understanding 
of  the  body  when  the  subject  was  postponed. 

My  colleague  says  that  ne  did  not  know  that  I 
was  not  here .  Now ,  I  am  informed  that  my  fiiead 
from  Texas,  [Mr.  Ruax,]  when  the  morning  hour 
expired,  suggested,  among  other  reasons  for  a 
postponement,  that  I  was  absent.  There  was  not 
a  man  in  the  Senate  who  did  not  know  that  I  was 
not  present.  There  was  not  a  man  in  the  gallery 
who  did  not  know  that  I  was  absent.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Texas  told  my  colleague  that  I  was 
absent  and,  therefore,  according  to  the  courtesies 
of  the  Senate,  his  speech  should  have  been  post- 
poned. In  the  face  of  a  fact  known  to  every  man 
present,  my  colleague  now  dares  to  say  that  be 
did  not  know  I  was  absent. 

Sir,  I  believe  in  fair  and  free  discussion.  What- 
ever speeches  I  may  have  to  make  in  reference  to 
my  colleague  or  his  political  position,  or  in  refe^ 
ence  to  other  Senators,  will  be  made  to  their  iiEices. 
I  do  not  wish  to  avoid  the  responsibility  of  a 
reply  to  the  points  that  shall  be  noiade.  I  will  not 
attempt  to  reply  to  my  colleague  upon  hearsay) 
having  been  absent,  from  the  causes  which  I  hare 
stated,  during  the  delivery  of  the  greater  portion  of 
his  speech.  I  desire,  however,  to  ask  him,  with  a 
view  to  fix  the  time  for  the  discussion  of  the  subject, 
at  what  period  of  time  I  may  reasonably  look  for 
his  printed  speech  ?  I  desire  to  reply  to  iu  state- 
ments, and  I  ask  the  ouestion  with  a  view  to  hare 
the  subject  postponea  until  the  time  which  he 
may  name. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  think  my  remarks  will 
be  published  on  Monday,  though  perhaps  not  in 
time  to  be  read  before  tAe  Senate  meets  on  that 
day. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  If  I  cun  rely  on  seeing  the 
speech  published  in  the  Globe  on  Monday,  I  will 
reply  to  it  on  Tuesday;  and  I  shall  ask  the  Senate 
to  accord  to  me  that  courtesy.  I  propose  to  reply 
on  the  next  day  after  its  puolication. 

Mr.  SEWARD  and  Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Take 
your  own  time. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  Sir,  I  understand  this  game 
of  taking  my  own  time.  Last  year,  when  the 
Nebraska  bill  was  under  consideration,  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusette  [Mr.  Sdmnsr]  asked  of 
me  the  courtesy  to  have  it  postponed  for  a  weeji 
until  he  could  examine  the  question.  I  afterMrards 
discovered  that,  previous  to  that  time,  he  had 
written  an  exnosition  of  the  bill— a  libel  upon  roe— 
and  sent  it  on  under  his  own  frank;  and  the  post- 
ponement thus  obtained  by  my  courtesy  ^•^  j^ 
order  to  take  a  week  to  eiroulate  the  libel.  I  tw 
not  choose  to  take  my  own  time  in  that  w»y 
again.  I  wish  to  meet  these  misrepresentauons 
at  the  threshold .  If  I  am  right,  give  roe  an  oppor- 
tunity to  show  it.  If  my  collea|:ue  is  right,  1 
desire  to  give  him  the  fullest  and  lairest  opportu- 
nity to  show  it. 

I  desire  now  to  say  a  word  upon  another  point. 
I  understand  that  my  colleague  hos  told  the  ben- 
ate,  08  being  a  matter  very  material  to  this  issue, 
that  he  comes  here  as  a  Democrat,  having  always 
been  a  Democrat.  Sir,  that  fact  will  be  news  w 
the  Democracy  of  Illinois.  I  undertake  to  assert 
there  is  not  a  Democrat  in  lUinoia  ^^^^  ^  jlj 
say  that  such  a  statement  is  a  libel  upon  *•»«  ^jj*" 
mocracy  of  that  State.  I  undertake  to  say  u»** 
there  is«not  a  man  here—  ,        ,^ 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.    I  call  the  gentleman  » 


656 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


March  14. 


two  days  since.  I  ask  that  the  subject  be  post- 
poned until  Tuesday,  as  my  colleague's  speech 
will  not  be  published  before  Monday. 

Mr.  WE!LLER.  I  hope  the  motion  before 
the  Senate  will  not  be  postponed.  I  think  we 
can  have  a  vote  on  that  to-day. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  am  wilHng  that  the  vote 
should  be  taken  at  once,  and  I  Vul  speak  on  the 
bill  to  be  presented  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  BROWN.  Let  us  have  the  documents 
printed  and  do  the  speaking  afterwards. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  Mr.  President,  no  man 
in  the  Senate  expected  less  than  I  did,  twenty  min- 
utes ago,  that  I  should  be  involved  in  any  possible 
way  in  this  debate.  When  I  called  the  Senator 
from  Illinois  to  order,  I  did  it  really  rather  as  an  ap- 
peal to  him  than  as  an  appeal  to  you,  sir.  I  thought 
lie  was  engaged  in  an  cxcitea  and  a  passionate 
course  of  ar^ment,  and  was  transgressing  that 
decorum  which  I  had  every  reason  to  believe  he, 
as  much  as  any  one,  desired  should  always  be 
observed  in  this  body.  If,  afterwards,  owmg  to 
the  manner  in  which  he  received  this  appeal  on 
my  part,  any  excitement  was  exhibited  oy  me, 
I  regret  it. 

But,  sir,  the  gentleman — in  a  connection  which 
seems  to  give  a  point,  if  not  a  personality,  to  the 
remark — has  been  pleased  to  speak,  not  only  of 
the  democra'n*  und  abolitionism  of  his  colleague, 
(questions  which  I  leave  entirely  to  them,  and 
with  which  I  have  no  affinity  or  connection,)  but 
of  what  he  will  allow  me  to  call  by  another  name 
than  that  which  he  used,  the  American  party,  as 
a  **  miserable**  set,  leagued  with  his  collea^e 
and  such  others  as  supported  his  colleague  in  nis 
election. 

Now,  sir,  I  presume  the  gentleman  under- 
stands—if  he  does  not,  I  wish  him  to  understand — 
that  I  concur  with,  and  cooperate  in,  and  am  a 
member  of  the  American  party.  In  the  connec- 
tion in  which  the  gentleman  has  been  pleased  to 
speak  of  it,  I  cannot  fail  to  think  there  was  some 
purpose  of  a  personal  application  in  those  re- 
proaches and  denunciations  which  it  has  pleased 
him,  in  the  heroism  of  his  eloquence,  to  direct 
against  that  party.  I  wish  him  to  unc^kptand, 
standing  here  as  a  gentleman  and  as  a  Senator  of 
absolute  independence,  claiming  for  his  opinions 
all  that  respect  which  is  due  to  the  honest  opin- 
ions of  a  freeman  of  this  country,  I  repel  every 
denunciation  of  that  sort,  so  far  as  it  was  aimea 
at,  or  was  intended  to  embrace  me,  or  those  with 
whom  I  am  associated.  I  repel  it  with  scorn — 
utter  scorn. 

Mr.  WELLER.  If  the  Senator  will  allow  me, 
I  will  say  that  the  Senator  from  Illinois  was  un- 
derstood on  this  side  of  the  Chamber  to  apply  the 
terms  which  he  employed  to  a  party  known  as 
the  Know  Nothings  in  the  State  of  Illinois;  and 
therefore,  I  do  not  perceive  how  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  could  have  supposed  that  they  applied 
to  him. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  If  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky desires  to  know  what  I  distinctly  said,  I 
will' tell  him.  I  said  that  in  Illinois — it  might  be 
otherwise  in  the  South — Abolitionism  and  Know 
Nothingism  were  one  and  the  same  thing.  I  said 
that  in  Illinois  every  abolition  society  supported 
the  Know  Nothing  candidates,  and  every  Know 
Nothing  lods;e  adopted  the  abolition  creed,  and 
those  were  the  "miserable"  factions  by  which 
my  colleague  was  brought  into  power  here.  It 
was  far,  very  far,  from  my  intention  to  suppose 
thatthc  Senator  from  Kentucky  would  ever  dream 
that  he  came  within  that  category.  I  know  he 
must  have  misunderstood  me,  or  ne  would  never 
have  made  thai  application  to  himself. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  I  shall  proceed  no 
further  with  the  remarks  I  was  making.  I  cati 
inform  the  gentleman  that  when  he  made  the 
original  statement  to  which  I  alluded,  he  did  not 
ada  bll  the  qualifications  which  he  has  now  af- 
fixed to  it.  He  may  be  assured  that  he  did  not 
make  the  qualifications  which  he  now  does.  To 
be  sure,  he  spoke  of  the  Know  Nothings  in  Illi- 
nois; but  he  imputed  to  them  there  that  they  had 
adopted  the  entire  abolition  creed;  and  he  did  not 
then  make  any  distinction  between  the  American 
party  of  the  North  or  of  the  South.  He  did  say 
that  they  had  all  become  Abolitionists.  He  knows, 
I  am  sure,  that  I  do  not  belong  to  any  such  or- 
ganization. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky 
will  find  that  every  Senator  here  understood  me 


as  making  that  distinction  perfectly.  I  did  not 
speak,  one  way  or  the  other,  of  the  character  of 
southern  Know  Nothings.  I  leave  southern  gen- 
tlemen to  speak  of  them. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  shall  not  permit  such 
remarks  as  have  been  made  by  my  colleague  to 
go  unreplied  to.  I  shall  sufifcr  no  man,  here  or 
elsewhere,  to  state  things  in  reference  to  me 
which,  if  meant  to  apply  to  me,  are  absolutely, 
totally  untrue. 

In  the  first  place,  as  to  my  knowledge  of  the 
gentleman 's  absence.  He  has  alluded  to  a  remark 
made  bv  the  Senator  from  Texas,  [Mr.  Rusk,] 
which,  ne  says,  notified  moof  his  absence.  That 
remark  was  made  after  I  had  been  speaking  for 
some  time,  and  I  replied  to  the  Senator  from 
Texas  that  I  did  not  know  whether  the  gentleman 
was  present  or  not.  It  was  not  when  I  commenced 
speaking  that  the  Senator  from  Texas  interrupted 
me,  but  some  time  afterwards.  So  much  for  that 
point. 

Sir,  I  have  been  sent  here  by  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois; and  the  people  of  that  State  are  not  Aboli- 
tionists, and  the  Senator  knows  it.  The  only 
Abolitionists  there,  if  we  have  any,  reside  some- 
where about  his  own  locality.  In  my  part  of  the 
State  we  have  none.  I  am  not  to  be  driven  into 
the  defense  of  either  Abolitionism  or  Know 
Nothingism.  I  have  notliing  to  do  with  them. 
If  the  gentleman  means  to  say  that  I  am,  or  ever 
was,  a  Know  Nothing,  or  ever  was,  or  now  am, 
connected  with  any  secret  political  organization — 
if  that  is  his  charge,  it  is  basely — I  wul  not  violate 
the  rules  of  the  Senate,  but  I  will  say  that  it  is 
untrue.  I  never  was  afliliatcd  with  them.  When 
the  ^ntleman  says  the  Know  Nothings  and 
Abolitionists  are  one,  be  it  so;  he  lives  among 
them.  I  know  not  what  a  Know  Nothing  lodge 
ever  did,  and  how  he  knows  is  more  than  I  can 
tell.  His  means  of  information,  assuredly,  are 
greater  than  mine. 

My  colleague  has  alluded  to  the  Democracy  of 
Illinois.  Sir,  Illinois  is,  and  always  has  been,  a 
Democratic  State.  In  1840,  when  a  political  hur- 
ricane swept  over  the  country,  and  Democracy 
was  prostrated  in  all  the  States  of  the  Union  ex- 
cept seven,  Illinois  was  one  of  the  seven  Demo- 
cratic stars  which  survived  that  hurricane.  As 
to  what  Democracy  in  Illinois  is,  is  a  matter  of 
opinion  between  the  gentleman  and  myself.  He 
regards  himself  and  those  who  act  with  him  as 
the  pure  Democracy.  Well,  sir,  it  is  very  nat- 
ural for  men  to  have  a  comfortable  opinion  of 
themselves.  He  is  permitted  to  enjoy  his  belief. 
I  do  not  agree  with  him. 

He  has  said  that  it  will  be  news  in  Illinois  that 
I  am  a  Democrat.  Sir,  I  live  in  the  eighth  con- 
mssional  district  of  Illinois.  After  the  Nebraska 
bill  was  passed,  meetings  were  gotten  up  in  Illi- 
nois denouncing  as  no  Democrats  men  who  did 
not  indorae  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  compro- 
mise, which  has  led  to  all  this  strife  and  all  this 
agitation.  It  was  resolved  in  these  meetings  that 
no  man  was  a  Democrat,  or  should  be  supported 
for  office,  who  did  not  indorse  the  Kansas-Ne- 
braska bill.  I  became  a  candidate  for  Congress 
in  the  eighth  district — a  district  which,  at  tlie 
presidential  election,  gave  General  Pierce  four 
thousand  six  hundred  or  four  thousand  seven 
hundred  majority  for  President.  Is  that  any  evi- 
dence of  Democracy  ?  In  that  district,  as  the  anti- 
Nebraska  candidate  for  Congress,  I  received  a 
majority  of  more  than  two  thousand  six  hundred 
votes.  Sir,  almost  everybody  in  that  district  is 
a  Democrat.  General  Pierce  there  received  nearly 
five  thousand  majority,  and  I  obtained  two  thou- 
sand six  hundred ;  ana  yet  the  Senator  says  it  will 
be  news  to  Illinois  to  learn  that  I  am  a  Democrat ! 

He  say^  further  that  he  met  me  at  Salem,  and 
made  a  proposition  for  a  joint  resignation,  which 
was  not  answered.  He  did  not  stay  to  hear  it 
answered.  It  was  very  convenient  for  him  to  be 
absent.  He  made  a  speech,  and  cut  immediately 
for  his  tavern  without  staying  to  hear  me.  H!c 
spoke  until  nearly  the  going  down  of  the  sun, 
when  the  people  were  wearied  out.  I  replied  to 
him  after  night;  but  I  had  not  the  satisfaction  of 
seeing  the  gentleman's  face.  He  left  the  stand 
immediately  after  he  got  through.  What  was 
his  proposition  ?  He  tells  us  to-day  what  it  was; 
but  at  tnat  time  it  was  somewhat  dififerent.  The 
proposition  was  that  he  and  I  should  sign  a  joint 
resignation.  Was  not  that  cool?  [Laughter.! 
If  we  should  resign,  his  particular  fricDd,  Joel 


A.  Matteson,  the  Governor  of  Illinois,  would  no 
doubt  give  him  a  commission  to  come  back  at 
once,  and  another  friend  of  his  would  come  with 
him.  If  the  gentleman  wanted  an  expression  of 
the  people  of  Illinois,  he  had  had  it.  What  did 
the  people  of  Illinois  decide  in  1854?  Was  not 
the  State  then  agitated  upon  this  question  ?  Did 
they  not  elect  members  of  Congress  by  majorities 
of  thousands  opposed  to  this  measure  which  he 
makes  the  test  of  Democracy  ?  These  are  matters 
of  record. 

The  gentleman  say^  that  his  proposition  was 
that  we  should  sign  a  joint  resignation  and  go 
before  the  people.  That  is  as  absurd  as  some 
other  propositions  that  have  been  made.  Do  the 
people  elect  a  Senator?  Suppose  they  should  oil 
vote  for  the  gentleman  or  myself,  would  that  en- 
title him  or  me  to  a  seat  here  ?  I  have  supposed 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  elect 
the  Senators.  We  shall  have  no  Legislature  in 
Illinois  until  next  year.  How,  (hen,  could  we  go 
before  the  people?    Sir,  it  is  one  of  that  sort  of 

Propositions  wnich  will  do  to  talk  ^out.    It  is  a 
ola  clap-trap  declamation,  and  nothing  else. 

I  did  not  cnarge  that  my  colleague  was  misrep- 
resenting Illinois.  I  said  nothing  about  him,  but 
spoke  my  own  views  of  the  sentiments  of  the 
people  of  the  State.  I  referred  to  the  word  "  ab- 
olitionize,'*  which  occurs  in  his  report.  I  nerer 
spoke  of  the  Senator's  misrepresenting  the  State 
— far  from  it.  I  trust  that  the  decorum^f  debate, 
that  my  sense  of  propriety — whatever  might  be 
my  own  individual  opinion — would  prevent  me 
iVom  making  such  a  statement  as  to  my  colleague. 
Sir,  I  am  not  his  teacher  or  instructor,  nor  haTe 
I  any  right  to  say  whether  he  misrepresents  Illi- 
nois any  more  than  he  has  to  say  that  I  misrep- 
resent her.  Our  common  constituency  will  jud^ 
of  us  both.  With  them  I  am  willing  to  leave  it. 
I  speak  for  myself  alone. 

The  gentleman  said  that  every  Abolitionist  in 
the  Legislature  and  every  Know  Nothing  voted 
for  me.  I  do  not  know  how  to  find  out  these 
Know  Nothings.  If  the  gentleman  would  giTe 
me  a  list  of  them,  and  would  then  look  over  the 
names  of  those  who  voted  for  and  against  me,  I 
think  he  would  find  a  very  dififerent  state  of  facu. 
I  really  do  not  know  wno  the  Know  Nothings 
in  the  Legislature  were,  but  I  know  this— that  if 
an  Abolitionist  is  one  who  does  not  indorse  the 
Kansas  and  Nebraska  bill,  I  did  not  get  the  votes 
of  all  those  entertaining  such  views.  There  were 
members  of  the  Illinois  Legislature  who  did  not 
vote  forme,  who  voted  to  instruct  the  gentleman 
to  favor  the  restoration  of  the  Missouri  com- 
promise. I  have  the  journals  of  the  Legislature 
with  me,  and  could  read  fVom  them,  if  necessary, 
to  show  that  not  only  members  of  the  Illinois 
Legislature  who  supported  resolutions  to  instruct 
my  colleague  to  vote  for  the  restoration  of  the 
Missouri  compromise  did  not  vote  for  me,  but 
that  members  who  went  much  further,  and  even 
were  in  favor  of  the  repeal  of  the  fugitive llare 
law,  did  not  vote  for  me.  Then,  what  becomes 
of  the  charge  that  every  Know  Nothing  and 
Abolitionist  in  the  Legislature  voted  for  me?  The 
Senator  had  better  look  over  the  journals.  He 
had  better  examine  and  inform  himself  before  he 
comes  here  with  these  wholesale  dechiraiions.  I 
will  bring  the  journals  into  the  Senate  if  the 
charee  is  repeated,  and  show,  by  the  votes  of  the 
menibers  of  the  Legislature  on  resolutions  before 
that  body,  that  many  of  them  who  supported  a 
resolution  declaring  that  the  Senator  deserrea 
the  reprehension  of  the  House  for  disturbing  the 
Missouri  compromise,  declined  to  vote  ^^''JJ!** 
I  have  never  proposed  the  restoration  of  the  Mis- 
souri compromise,  and  do  not  design  doing  w, 
though  I  should  vote  for  it  with  pleasure,  if  of- 
fered by  others,  and  should  be  glad  to  see  the 
question  settled  by  its  reinstatement. 

I  have  thought  it  necessary  to  say  thus  much 
to  repel  these  onslaughts  and  statements  in  regard 
to  those  who  supported  me.  How  does  the  gen- 
tleman know  who  was  a  Know  Nothing?  I  ^P 
not  know.  Does  he  mean  that  men  in  the  Jllinoif 
Legislature  who  voted  to  repeal  or  to  change  the 
naturalization  laws  are  Know  Nothing,  and  that 
I  got  all  their  votes  ?  If  that  is  what  is  meant,  u 
is  not  true.  .  . 

Now,  let  me  say  that  I  know  nothing  of  \M 
interior  arrangements  of  the  Know  NoiliingS' 
That  they  voted  for  me  m  ay  or  may  not  be  true, 
I  know  not.    In  my  part   of  the  State  there  »« 
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bureau,  and  printed  for  the  use  of  the  House,  be 
Airniahod  to  that  bureau.  But,  even  if  it  were  to 
encroach  upon  the  numbers  printed  for  the  use  of 
members,  let  me  suggest  to  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  whether  the  public  interest  does  not 
demand  their  preservation ,  and  their  being  placed 
in  the  hands  of  those  who  can  make  use  of  them  ? 
But  I  believe  that  will  not  be  its  operation. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  The  gentleman  will  allow  me 
one  inquiry  further.  I  want  to  know — and  per- 
haps that  will  cover  the  whole  ground — whether 
this  is  a  proposition  to  print  £Ay  copies  of  these 
documents  in  addition  to  the  regular  number 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  House  ? 

Mr.  aUITMAN.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  Then  I  have  no  objection 
whatever. 

Mr.  FLAGLER.  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
object  sought  to  be  attained  by  this  resolution, 
but  I  think  it  ought  to  be  amended  so  as  to  state 
expressly  upon  ita  face  that  this  distribution  of 
documents  shall  be  made  from  among  those  or- 
dered for  the  use  of  the  House.  As  it  now  stands, 
the  question  may  be  raised  as  to  whether  the 
Clerk  or  engineer  department  may  contract  for 
the  printing  of  these  fifty  copies.  I  would  sug- 
gest that  modification.  In  that  shape  I  have  no 
sort  of  objection  to  it.  I  think  the  distribution 
of  these  documents  should  be  made  out  of  the 
number  ordered  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Q.U1TMAN .  It  is  intended  to  apply  only 
to  the  documents  ordered  to  be  printed  by  the 
House. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

CENTRAL  AMERICA. 

Mr.  SHERMAN,  by  unanimous  consent,  in- 

tioduced  the  following  resolution;    which  was 

read,  considered,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 

on  Printing: 

Rttolvtd,  That  there  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Houac 
ten  Uiousand  copies  of  the  documentJi  and  correspondence 
between  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States  relatins  to  Central  American  affairs,  which  were 
communicated  to  the  preaent  Congress  by  the  President 
witli  his  annual  message ;  and  alM  of  the  correspondence 
concerning  an  arbitration  of  the  Central  American  question ; 
and  of  the  correspondence  in  regard  to  recmiting  for  the 
British  army  within  the  United  etates,  together  with  the 
documents  and  evidence  relative  to  that  subject  communi- 
cated to  the  Senate  on  the  28th  of  February,  1656 ;  and  of 
the  confession  of  Henry  Hortz.  made  alter  conviction  to 
the  diiitrict  court  of  the  United  States  at  Philadelphia  on 
the  1 1th  day  of  October,  I85£L  and  of  the  several  papers  re- 
ferred to  in,  oiul  made  port  of,  that  confession  ;  and  of  the 
map  of  Central  America  prepared  under  the  direction  of  the 
Coast  Survey  offica — the  said  document  to  be  printed  in 
one  volume. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION — ILLINOIS. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON,  by  unanimous  consent, 
introduced  the  following  resolution;  which  was 
read,  considered,  and  agreed  to: 

Rnolredy  That  the  Committee  of  Elections  report  to  this 
House  what  action  has  been  had  by  said  committee  in  the 
contested -election  case  of  Archer  m.  Allen,  in  the  seventh 
congressional  district  of  the  State  of  Illinois. 

COMMUNICATIONS  ORDERED  TO  BE  PRINTED. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, presented  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  various  communications  sent  to  that  com- 
mittee by  the  Departments  relative  to  appropri- 
ations; which  were  referred  to  said  committee, 
and  oridered  to  be  printed. 

ADDITIONAL  OFFICERS  OF  THi)  H^USE. 

Mr.  MACE.  I  aiTk  the  consent  of  the  House 
to  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Rewlvedy  That  the  Doorkeeper  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized  to  appoint  the  following  assistants,  to  wit:  One 
Additional  clerk  for  folding  room — salary  $1 ,200  per  annum ; 
two  additional  public  folders,  each  of  whom  shall  be  allowed 
^  50  per  day ;  two  additional  messengers  for  the  ladies* 
galleries ;  two  additional  messengers  for  the  gentlemen's 
galleries,  and  six  additional  pages. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  object  to  the  introduction 
of  that  resolution. 

Mr.  MACE.    I  move  to  suspend  the  rules. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  (two-thirds  not 
haying  voted  in  the  affirmative)  the  rules  were 
not  suspended. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  CARLILE,  by  unanimous  consent,  in  pur- 
■uance  of  previous  notice,  introduced  a  bill 
amendatory  of  an  act  entitled  an  **  Act  in  addition 
to  certain  acts  {^ranting  bounty  lands  to  certain 
officers  and  soldiers  who  have  been  engaged  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States,"  approved 
March  3, 1855;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 


time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

CLERK  FOR  COMMITTEE  ON  PRIVATE  LAND 

CLAIMS. 
Mr.  PORTER.     I  ask  the  consent  of  the 
House  to  offer  the  following  resolution : 

Acso<rtt{,  That  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims 
be  authorized  to  employ  a  clerk  for  such  portion  of  the 
present  Congress  as  they  may  deem  proper,  on  the  same 
terms  as  was  authorized  by  the  resoluiion  pasted  by  this 
House  on  the  5th  day  of  January,  1855. 

Mr.  H.  MARSHALL.  I  object,  and  call  for 
the  regular  order  of  business. 

KANSAS  ELECTION. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  regular  order  of  busi- 
ness is  the  consideration  of  tne  following  resolu- 
tion, reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ejections: 

Aeiofosd,  That  the  Committee  of  Elections,  in  the  con- 
tested-election case  fVom  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  be,  and 
are  hereby,  empowered  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and 
to  examine  witnesses  upon  oath  or  affirmation. 

To  which  the  following  amendment  was  of- 
fered as  a  substitute  by  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
sissippi, [Mr.  Bennett:] 

Re$olv€dj  Tliat  Jo^ph  H.  Bradley  and  Sidney  S.  Baxter, 
Esqs.,  of  tne  city  of  Washington,  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
appointed  commissioners  for  and  on  behalf  of  this  House, 
to  take  depositions  and  obtain  process  by  taking  copies  of 
all  such  documents  as  may  be  desired  by  either  party,  or 
their  asents  or  attorneys,  in  regard  to  the  contested  scat  of 
lion.  Mr.  Whitfield,  as  Delegate  for  Kansas,  under  the  peti- 
tion of  Hon.  Mr.  Reeder;  that  said  Bradley  and  Baxter  be. 
and  they  arc  hereby,  clothed  with  flUI  power  to  adopt  all 
needful  means  to  elicit  clear  and  full  proof  upon  all  points 
which  the  parties  respectively  may  submit  to  them  as  facts 
they,  or  either  of  them,  desire  to  establish  or  controTcrt ; 
that  thev  shall  give  to  the  parties  respectively  written  and 
reasonable  notice  of  the  time  and  place  at  which  they  will 
be  ready  to  proceed  in  taking  such  depositions,  and  may 
ad)onm  the  same  to  other  times  and  places  as,  in  their  Judg- 
ment and  discretion,  will  tend  to  the  full  and  perfect  elicit- 
ing of  the  truth  touching  all  such  controverted  matters ; 
and  that,  when  they  shall  have  compltted  their  labors,  they 
report  the  same  to  this  House. 

The  Question  pendinj^  is  upon  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Bennett] 
to  recommit  to  the  Committee  of  Elections,  with 
the  following  instructions: 

Rttolvtdy  That  tlie  Committee  of  Elections,  in  examining 
and  judging  of  "  the  elections,  returns,  and  qualifications" 
of  persons  claiming  to  have  been  elected  Representatives  of 
States,  or  Delegates  of  Territories  which  nave  been  duly 
organized  by  Congress,  shall  exclude  from  their  considera- 
tion the  claims  of  all  persons  who  fail  to  show  that  the  elec- 
tion under  which  theyclaim  to  have  been  elected  a  Repre- 
sentative or  Delegate  was  held  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  of 
the  State  or  Territory  sought  to  be  represented  by  such 
claimant  or  claimants,  or  was  elected  in  pursuance  of  a  law 
of  the  United  Slates  for  the  government  of  such  election. 

Resolved  further,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  House  no 
Representative  of  a  State  of  the  Union ,  and  no  Delegate  of  a 
Territory  organised  by  Congress,  can  rigfatAillv  be  admitted 
to  a  seat  in  this  House  except  in  pursuance  of^law. 

ReMoloed  further.  That  the  Committee  of  Elections  are 
hereby  instructed  to  pursue  tlieir  investigations  in  accord- 
ance with  the  foregoing  principles. 

Mr.  GALLOWAY,  who  was  entitled  to  the 
floor,  then  addressed  the  House  for  one  hour  on 
the  subject.  His  speech  will  be  published  in  the 
Appendix. 

Mr.  H.  MARSHALL.  I  am  satisfied  that 
this  question  has  been  discussed  sufficiently,  and 
I  therefore  call  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  VALK.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  with- 
draw it. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  As  the  eentleman  from 
New  Yoijc  has  not  yet  made  his  debut  tipon  this 
floor,  I  am  not  inclined  to  press  my  demand. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  1  would  say  to 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  that  I  would  like 
to  sny  a  word  myself  upon  the  subjeet. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  renew  the  demand  for  the  previous 
question  ? 

Mr.  VALK.    I  will. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  would  also  like  to 
make  a  few  remarks. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  Well,  I  withdraw  the 
demand. 

Mr.  VALK  denied  that  any  case  had  been 
presented  that  would  authorize  the  House  to  con- 
fer upon  the  Committee  of  Elections  the  power 
they  nad  asked  of  the  House.  The  President  of 
the  United  States  had  recognized  the  laws  of  Kan- 
sas; and  it  was  a  ridiculous  farce  to  pretend  that 
the  Legislature  of  that  Territory  was  not  a  Legis- 
lature, and  that  its  enactments  were  not  laws. 
His  speech  will  be  published  in  the  Appendix. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  ROBI- 
SON  and  RICHARDSON.    Their  remarks  are 


withheld  for  revision,  and  -wiii  appear  in  the  Ap- 
pendix. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  It  may  be  recollected,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  when  a  similar  rpsolution  to  that 
now  under  consideration  was  first  reported  by 
the  Committee  of  Elections,  I  took  occasion  to 
express  m  v  views  on  the  subject,  and  to  give  the 
reasons  which,  on  the  instant,  occurred  to  my 
mind  why  the  extraordinary  powers  asked  for 
should  not  be  granted  to  that  committee.  I  should 
not  have  spoken  on  this  subject  again  but  for  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Gal- 
'  loway]  this  morning.  I  have  but  a  few  words 
to  say,  sir,  and  those  altogether  in  reference  t 
what  was  said  by  thatgenueman. 

I  have  not  found  reason  to  change  the  opinion* 
I  expressed  at  the  commencement  of  this  debate 
Indeed,  sir,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  iudge,  I  would 
say  that  the  arguments  that  have  been  urged  by 
those  gentlemen  who  have  opposed  the  grantini 
of  the  power  asked  for  by  the  committee  have, 
up  to  this  moment,  been  unanswered;  and  the  dis 
cussion  has,  for  the  most  part,  been  proceeded 
in,  not  so  much  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that 
there  is  any  actual  necessity  or  propriety  in  con- 
ferring upon  the  committee  the  powers  they  ask, 
as  wiui  tne  view  of  awakening  the  prejudices  of 
gentlemen  in  this  House  on  the  general  subject 
of  slavery,  and  on  the  particular  subject  of  the 
Kansas-Nebraska  bill.  I  deem  it,  then,  altogedier 
unnecessary  to  attempt  to  add  anything  to  the 
argument  which  more  properly  belongs  to  the 
subiects  before  us. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  was  pleased  this 
morning  to  advert  to  what  he  supposed  were  the 
opinions  entertained  by  the  people  of  Virginia,  at 
no  very  remote  perioa,  respecting  slavery;  and 
among  the  authorities  quoted  by  him  was  that  of 
a  gentleman  who  once  represented  in  the  Legis- 
lature the  section  of  the  State  in  which  I  myself 
reside.  He  read  an  extract  from  a  speech  of  this 
gentleman,  from  which  it  would  seem  that  he  en- 
tertained the  opinion  that  the  institution  of  sla- 
very in  Virginia  was  regarded  by  himself— and, 
it  might  be  inferred,  by  his  constituents  also— as 
a  curse  to  the  State.  Sir,  I  want  to  let  the  {gen- 
tleman [Mr.  Galloway!  understand  that  these 
discussions  were  induced  by  a  very  melancholy 
calamity,  which  many  years  ofo  befell  one  of  the 
counties  of  the  district  which  I  now  represent— a 
calamity  originating  in  the  superstition  and  fanat- 
icism of  an  Ignorant  slave;  and  that  these  discus- 
sions were,  if  not  the  necessary,  at  least  the  nat- 
ural, consequences  of  that  event. 

But  I  would  not  have  the  gentleman  to  infer, 
and  I  do  not  want  the  House  to  suppose,  that  the 
sentiments  attributed  to  the  gentleman  to  whom 
I  have  just  referred  were  approved  by  his  con- 
stituents. Sir,  I  have  the  best  means  or  knowing 
that  those  opinions,  coming,  though  they  did, 
from  a  highly  respectable  and  worthy  gentleman, 
were  not  approved  by  his  constituents. 

The  gentleman  also  commented,  with  earnest 
manner,  and  in  impassioned  language,  upon  the 
Kansas-Nebraska  oil] .  Sir,  nothing  can  better 
illustrate  the  obliquity  of  the  human  judgment, 
and  the  lengths  to  which  political  and  sectional 
antagonism  will  sometimes  hurry  us,  than  the 
positions  which  have  been  assumed  by  northern 
and  by  southern  gentlemen  on  the  Nebraska  bill, 
on  which  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  discoursed  so 
v/armly.  Sir,  1  may  suggest  to  the  ^ntlcmani 
that  the  very  favor  with  which  the  principles  of 
this  bill  have  been  regarded  by  gentlemen  from 
the  southern  States  is,  in  a  great  measure,  due  to 
the  somewhat  extraordinary  opposition  to  it  man- 
ifested by  gentlemen  from  the  opposite  section  of 
the  country.  These  gentlemen  seem  to  be  much 
more  distressed  at  the  comparatively  slight  inva- 
sion of  those  principles  which  they  hold,  than 
gentlemen  from  the  South  have  been  at  the  great 
and  important  concessions  and  sacrifices  which 
have  been  made  by  themselves.  Is  it  that  you 
have  more  sensibility  than  the  men  of  the  South, 
that  you  are  excited  while  we  are  calm?  Is  it 
that  you  cling  to  your  ancient  principles  with 
more  fondness  than  we  do?  Or  is  it  that  you  are 
jealous  of  our  supposed  triumph  over  you?  If 
this  be  so,  then  I  say  that,  if  you  have  any  pnde  of 
section  to  gratify— if  you  have  any  spint  of  envy 
to  appease — turn  your  eyes  on  us,  and  oe  consoled. 
See  what  we  have  lost,  what  we  have  surren- 
dered, what  we  have  sacrificed !  What  have  been 
your  losses  compared  with  ours?    If  violence 
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PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  DODGE  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
ofWiaconsin,  praying  for  the  establishment  of  a 
mail  route  from  Spc^  to  Montaville,  in  that 
State;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Uie  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  SUMNER  presented  a  petition  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Yearly  Meeting  of  Progressive 
Friends,  praying  for  the  adoptioi)  of  measures 
for  the  amicable  settlement  of  all  international 
difficulties;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations. 

Also,  a  petition  of  a  committee  appointed  at  a 
meeting  ofcitizens  of  Truro,  Massacnusetts ,  pray- 
ing for  the  adoption  of  measures  for  the  protection 
of  the  Cape  Cod  fisheries;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  additional  papers  in  relation  to  the  peti- 
tion of  Sarah  B.  Hobbins;  which  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  the  Boston  Board  of 
Trade,  pra^g  for  the  adoption  of  measures  for 
the  protection  of  American  commerce  against 
piracies  in  the  shallow  bays  and  waters  along  the 
China  coast;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Affiurs. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  present  a  memorial  of  the 
Indiana  Yearly  Meeling  of  the  Society  of  Friends, 
held  at  Newport,  Wayne  county,  Indiana,  in 
which  they  ask  Congress  to  inhibit  the  coastwise 
and  inter-State  slave  trade,  to  abolish  slavery  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  and  to  prevent  by  legis- 
lative action  its  introduction  into  any  of  the  Ter- 
titories  of  the  United  States;  and  especially  to  so 
change  the  law  organizing  the  Territories  of  Kan- 
sas and  Nebraska  as  to  prohibit  slavery  therein. 
1  move  that  the  memorial  be  received  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  have  a  memorial  from  the 
Boston  Society  of  Natural  History,  in  which 
they  set  forth  their  great  interest  in  the  services 
of  Lieutenant  Maury,  and  also  of  Lieutenant 
Gilliss,  and  their  regret,  for  the  sake  of  science 
and  the  character  of  these  distinguished  gentle- 
men, that  they  have  been  placed  on  the  retired 
list  of  the  Navy.  They  also  express  their  great 
interest  in  the  establishment  of  a  scientific  lK)ard 
composed  of  naval  officers,  and  request  the  favor 
of  Confess  for  that  obiect.  I  move  that  the 
memorial  be  referred  to  tKe  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  1  have  also  a  memorial  from 
Castner  Hanway,of  Chester  county,  in  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  setting  forth  that  he  was  tried 
on  a  false  allegation  of  bein^  engaged  in  opposing 
the  fugitive  slave  law — thatlie  suffered  great  loss 
and  damage  oh  account  of  his  imprisonment  and 
the  expenses  to  which  ho  was  subjected  in  his 
defense.  He  prays  for  some  remedy  from  Con- 
rress.  I  move  the  reference  of  the  memorial  to 
Uie  Committee  on  Claims. 

It  was  so  referred. 

Mr.  FISH  presented  the  petition  of  Shepherd 
Elnapp,  pra3rinff  for  compensation  for  services  as 
pension  agent  for  the  city  of  New  York;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN  presented  the  petition  of 
the  surviving  children  of  Ebenczer  Murch,  a 
lieutenant  in  the  revolutionary  army,  praying 
for  compensation  for  his  losses  and  military  ser- 
vices in  the  revolutionary  war;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Sophia  Mason,  heir  of 
James  Means,  an  officer  in  the  revolutionary 
army,  pra]rinff  to  be  allowed  commutation  pay; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 

Mr.  FOSTER  presented  the  petition  of  the  pro- 
fessors of  mathematics  in  the  Navy  stationed  at 
Washington,  praying  for  an  increase  of  compen- 
sation; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  DURKEE  presented  the  petition  of  Effie 
Van  Ness,  widow  of  Qant  Van  Ness,  a  revolu- 
tionary officer^  praying  to  be  allowed  a  pension; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Prudence  Couch,  widow 
of  John  Couch,  a  revolutionary  soldier,  praying 
to  be  allowed  a  pension;  i|^hicn  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Pensions. 


Also,  the  petition  of  William  Patterson,  a  sol- 
dier in  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain, praying 
to  be  allowed  a  pension;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  presented  the  petition  of 
Reuben  Clough,  praying  to  be  allowed  arrears  of 
pension;  which  was  reierred  to  the  Committee 
on  Pensions. 

Mr.  MALLORY  presented  a  petition  of  the 
clerk  and  messen^r  in  the  office  of  the  assistant 
quartermaster  of  uie  marine  corps  at  New  York, 
praying  to  be  allowed  the  twenty  per  cent,  on 
their  pay  which  was  allowed  to  other  employes 
of  the  Government;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Also,  the  petition  or  James  R.  Hanham,  mili- 
tary storekeeper  at  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  pray- 
ing for  compensation  for  services  rendered  by 
him  in  the  engineer,  subsistence,  and  quarter- 
master's departments  of  the  Army;  which  was 
referred  to  tne  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  SEBAOTI  AN  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
delegates  and  representatives  of  the  Choctaw  na- 
tion of  Indians,  praying  that  provision  may  be 
made  for  the  final  settlement  of  their  claims  under 
the  treaty  of  1830  and  all  subsequent  treaties; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  presented  two  petitions 
ofcitizens  of  Iowa,  praying  for  the  establishment 
of  a  mail  route  from  Clarksville  to  Nevada,  in 
that  State;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  present  the  petition  of 
Oliver  Hope  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Wjrndham,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  respectfully 
asking  that  provision  may  be  made  by  law  that 
whenever,  within  a  certain  period  of  years,  any 
State  of  this  Union  now  admitting  domestic 
slavery  shall  decree  the  emancipation  of  all  slaves, 
and  the  final  extinction  of  involuntary  servitude 
within  her  borders,  an  exact  remuneration  for  the 
slaves  shall  be  made;  and  for  each  and  every 
slave  so  emancipated  there  shall  be  paid  from  the 
Treasury  o(  the  United  States  to  such  State,  for 
equitable  distribution  among  the  slaveholders,  a 
sum  of  money  to  be  ascertained  by  Congress.  I 
ask  that  the  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

It  was  so  ordered. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  have  been  requested  to  pre- 
sent the  memorial  of  merchants  and  importers 
residin^^in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  which  they  rep- 
resent that  certain  undyed  and  unfinished  woolen 
goods  of  the  varieties  which  they  specify,  were 
omitted  to  be  mentioned  in  a  certain  class  in  the 
present  tariff,  and  that,  consequently,  they  pay  a 
duty  which  is  charged  upon  finished  goods  of  the 
same  varieties.  They  ask  that  the  tariff  may 
be  amended,  so  as  to  place  these  goods  in  their 
proper  scale.  I  move  that  the  memorial  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WELLER  presented  a  memorial  of  D.  E. 
Twiggs  and  other  officers  of  the  Army,  praying 
for  an  increase  of  the  commutation  price  of  the 
Army  ration;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SEWARD,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Wiiliam  R.  Nevius,  on  the 
filen  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Conuuittee  on  Patenta 
and  the  Patent  Office. 

COMMITTEE  REPORT. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  from  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
John  McDonald  and  others,  asked  to  be  dis- 
charged from  its  consideration,  and  that  it  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

POST  ROUTES. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JOHNSON,  it  was 

Reeohedf  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Poet  Roadii  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  creating  a  post 
route  from  Danville,  up  Dutch  Creek,  to  Waldrou,  in  the 
State  of  Arkansas. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  it  was 

-  Rewlvedf  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 


in  Nebraska  Territory :  and  f^om  said  Sioux  City,  via  L'Eau 
qui  Coun  river,  in  Nebraska  "f  erntory,  to  the  Soutb  Pass. 


NOTICE  OF  A  BILL. 

Mr.  IVERSON  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  increase  the  com- 
pensation of  members  of  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives,  and  to  alter  and  fix  the  time 
of  the  annual  meeting  of  Congress. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  HAMLiN,  by  unanimous  consent, asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  regulate 
the  appraisement  of  imported  merchandise;  which 
was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  RUSK,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
establish  a  separate  iudicial  district  south  of  the 
Gila,  and  to  create  tne  office  of  surveyor  general 
therein,  to  provide  for  the  adjudication  of  certain 
land  claims,  to  ^rant  donations  to  actual  settlers, 
to  survey  certani  lands,  and  for  other  purposes; 
which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Territories,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

THE  NAVAL  RETIRING  BOARD. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  presented  a  memorial  signed 
by  members  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Maryland,  approving  the  resolutions  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Virginia  in  reference  to  the  action  of  the 
naval  retiring  board,  which  have  been  heretofore 
presented  to  the  Senate.  The  honorable  Senator 
proceeded  to  speak  on  the  resolutions,  and  in 
review  of  the  action  of  the  naval  retiring  board. 
His  speech  occupied  three  hours  in  the  delivery. 
He  was  fbUowed  by  Messrs.  BUTLER,  BAY- 
ARD, and  MALLORY.  The  debate  involved 
personal  and  official  conduct,  and  much  docu- 
mentary evidence  was  quoted  on  both  sides.  Mr. 
Houston's  speech  is  withheld  for  revision,  and 
until  its  publication  the  responses  will  be  imper- 
fectly understood;  they  will,  therefore,  be  pub- 
lished together.  This  debate  will  appear  in  the 
Appendix. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  obtained  the  floor;  and,  on 
his  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned,  at  twenty  min- 
utes past  five  o'clock. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TuESDAT,  J^arck  18, 1856. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.  Prayer 
by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Daniel  Waldo. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approTed. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  business  first  in 
order  to  be  the  resolution  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Elections. 

ANSON  DART. 
Mr.  PRINGLE,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian AflTairs,  reported  back  the  Senate  bill  (No. 
60)  for  the  relief  of  Anson  Dart;  which  wtf  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

WITHDRAWAL  OP  PAPERS. 

On  motion  by  Mr  PRINGLE,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  AAin  be  im- 
charged  from  the  further  con«ideniUon  of  the  memorial  of 
Jamei  R.  Wooster,  and  that  he  have  leave  to  withdraw  bif 
papen  from  the  files  of  the  House. 

ROOMS  FOR  COMMITTEES. 
Mr.  BALL,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  and  Public  Grounds,  asked  leave  to  in- 
troduce the  following  resolution: 

.  Ree^lved,  That  the  Speaker  be  aotboriied  and  reqoected 
to  cause  to  be  procured  and  fitted  in  a  ■oitable  wtuma,  (ot 
the  use  of  the  Committee  en  Public  Buildings  and  Public 
Grounds,  a  room  in  which  to  hold  iu  meetings  until  racb 
time  as  an  apartment  ui  the  public  buildings  shall  be  pie- 
pared  and  assigned  for  that  purpose;  and  that  the  ezpenM 
thereof  be  defrayed  out  of^the  contingent  f^md  or  tint 
House. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  believe  that  there  other 
committees  who  have  no  rooms  provided  for 
them.  I  should  like  that  the  important  commit- 
tee of  which  I  am  a  member  be  provided  also 
with  a  room. 

The  SPEAKER,  (interrupting.)  The  Chair 
desires  to  know  if  the  ^ntleman  from  Viiguua 
objects  to  the  introduction  of  the  resolution  r 

Mr.  McMULLIN.    I  do  object  to  it. 

Mr.  BALL.  I  wish  to  know  from  the  Speaker 
whether  this  is  not  a  privilee^ed  question,  pertain- 
ing to  Uie  organization  of  the  House? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  it  is  not 
a  privileged  question. 


678 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


March  18, 


of  the  Committee  of  Eleetions  that,  bv  the  gen- 
eral consent  of  the  House,  we  should  fix  one 
o'clock  to^norrow  as  the  time  when  the  vote 
ehait  be  taken  upon  this  question.  Notice  of  the 
time  will  then  be  given,  and  members  will  be 
here,  ami  we  shall  avoid  the  necessity  for  a  call 
of  the  House;  and  then  all  debate  which  is  de- 
■ired  can  be  indulged  in  to-day. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  would  suggest  that 
perhaps  it  would  be  better  that  debate  should  be 
dosed  when  the  ^ntleman  from  New  York  shall 
have  concluded  his  remarks  to-day. 

Mr.  COBB.  You  will  find  it  to  be  more  expe- 
ditions to  assent  to  the  suggestion  which  1  made; 
and  which  would  insure  a  vote  on  this  question 
to-morrow  at  one  o'clock. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  1  suggest  this  to  the 
House,  that,  if  we  decide  to  have  the  question 
taken  to-morrow,  it  would  be  better  for  us  to 
fix  ah  hour  somewhat  later  than  one  o'clock. 
After  the  previous  question  shall  have  been  sus- 
tained, the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  who  re- 
r>rted  the  resolution  [Mr.  Hickman]  will  have 
right  to  address  the  House  for  an  hour,  and  he 
cannot  very  weil  do  that  before  one  o'clock. 

Mr.  COBB.  Well,  fix  two  o'clock  to-morrow; 
all  I  want  is  to  have  the  hour  fixed. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  suggest  that,  at 
the  close  of  the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  Geanger,]  the  previous  ques- 
tion be  moved;  then  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections  can  speak  an  hour  to-day, 
and  the  vote  can  be  taken  to-morrow.  I  hope 
ire  will  not  spend  another  day  in  this  debate.  It 
certainly  will  not  tend  to  a  better  understanding 
of  the  question. 

.  Mr.  WASHBURN.  1  hope  the  suggestion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  will  be  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Let  the  debate  close  to- 
day, and  take  the  vote  to-morrow  morning. 

Mr.  COBB.  My  reason  for  proposing  to  take 
the  vote  to-morrow  is  this — and  I  apprehend  it 
will  strike  the  House  as  proper:  there  arc  a  num- 
ber of  gentlemen  yet  who  aesire  to  address  the 
{louse,  and  it  would  be  well  to  allow  the  balance 
of  this  day  to  be  consumed  by  them  in  making 
speeches  on  this  question;  and  to-morrow  we  will 
take  the  vote. 

Mr.  McMtJLLIN.  I  have  no  objection  to 
have  the  hour  fixed  for  two  o'clock  to-morrow; 
out  I  do  desire  to  occupy  some  ten  or  fifteen 
ininutes  of  the  time  of  the  House  on  this  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  desire  to  say,  that  I  am 
anxious  to  discuss  some  of  the  matters  connected 
with  this  proposition  myself;  but  s\ill  lam  will- 
ing to  forego  that  desire,  and  to  avail  myself  of 
some  future  opportunity  to  make  ray  views 
known  on  this  whole  question.  I  therefore 
hope  that  the  discussion  may  be  brought  to  a 
dose  to-day,  and  that  the  vote  may  be  taken  to- 
morrow morning.  If  the  discussion  is  to  go  on, 
I  shall  of  course  insist  upon  having  a  hand  in  it 
myself. 

Mr.  KELLY.  Mr.  Speaker,  a  good  deal  of 
time  has  been  already  expended  in  the  discussion 
^f  this  question;  and  as  some  of  the  members 
A'om  New  York  on  the  other  side  have  spoken 
on  this  question,  I  for  myself  desire  to  be  heard 
on  it  also.  For  that  reason  I  trust  the  gentleman 
from  Greorgia  will  prolong  the  time  for  taking  the 
vote  till  three  o'clock  to-morrow,  so  that  I,  and 
•evcral  other  members,  who  I  understand  wish 
also  to  speak  upon  it,inavhavean  opportunity  to 
address  the  House.  If  tne  question  be  postponed 
till  to-morrow,  at  one  o'clock,  the  consequence 
will  be  that  the  whole  day  will  be  taken  up  by 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Elections.  I 
therefore  trust  that  the  gentJeraan  will  make  his 
motion  to  take  the  vote  at-  three  o'clock  to-mor- 
row. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  would  state  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  that  I  have  made  no  proposition. 
It  was  only  a  sugffestion  which  I  addressed  to  the 
'gentleman  from  Maine,  and  to  the  general  ap- 
proval of  the  House.  If  not  acceded  to,  gentle- 
men will  find  that  this  question  will  not  be  taken 
as  soon  by  attempting  to  move   the  previous 

Question  to-day,  as  it  would  if  they  had  agreed  to 
%e  suggestion  which  I  made.    I  have  nothing 
more  to  say.    I  have  no  proposition  to  offer. 

Mr.  KELLY.    Willmycolleape[Mr.Giuw- 
isr]  allow  a  vote  to  be  token  on  the  subject  now  ? 


Mr.  GRANGER  declined. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Kelly]  may  avail  himself  of  the  op- 
portunity to  address  the  House  on  this  subject 
when  we  get  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  KELLY.  Yes;  but  I  desii-e  to  be  heard 
on  this  question,  as  some  of  my  colleagues  have 
spoken  on  it. 

Mr.  C A  MPBELL.  We  wiU  be  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to-morrow  or  next  day. 

Mr.  KELLY.  If  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  will  give  way,  I  'vill  move  that  the  vote  be 
taken  to-morrow,  at  three  o'clock. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  can  only  be 
made  by  general  consent. 

Mr.  GSIANGER  objected,  and  said:  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  rise  to  say  but  a  |ew  words.  The 
question  is  not  whether  Governor  Reeder  or  Gen- 
eral Whitfield  shall  occupy  a  seat  on  this  floor, 
but  whether  you  will  or  will  not  grant  to  the 
Committee  of  Elections  power  to  send  for  persons 
and  papers.  Sir,  what  has  this  committee  to  do  ? 
It  has  to  investigate  and  report  on  a  subject  of 
deep  and  pervadinj^  interest  to  the  whole  Amer- 
ican people.  Millions  of  your  constituents  are 
now  watching  with  intense  interest  the  action  of 
this  committee;  and  will  you,  sir,  deny  them 
the  aid  required,  and  block  the  wheels,  and  crip- 
ple the  energies  of  this  committee  at  the  outset? 
For  the  honor  of  this  House  and  the  welfare  of 
the  country  I  trust  not.  But  why  this  determined 
opposition.^  Why  tljis  attempt  to  shroud  this 
investigation  in  darkness  ?  The  reasons  given  are 
unsatisfactory,  contradictory,  and  baseless. 

Sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Maryland 
[Mr.  Davis]  denies  us  jurisdiction.  There,  he 
comes  in  conflict  with  the  Constitution.  The 
Constitution  is  clear  on  that  point.  It  says  ex- 
pressly that,  "  Each  House  shall  be  the  judge 
of  the  elections,  returns,  and  qualifications  of  its 
own  members."  There  is  not  a  legislative  body 
in  the  world  that  does  not  exercise  this  power  over 
its  own  members,  and  even,  to  expel  a  member 
at  discretion.  Sir,  the  honorable  gentleman 
fought  gallantly,  but  he  fought  *'  as  one  that 
beateth  the  air.^'  He  dealt  fearful  blows,  but  his 
adversary  was  beyond  his  reach.  It  was  a  pity 
such  valor  was  wasted.  Sir,  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  was  on  the  wrong  side. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Vii^nia,  [Mr. 
Letcher,]  in  maintaining  the  other  side  of  the 
question,  took  occasion  to  say  that,<if  the  admin- 
istration of  CJovernment  was  taken  from  the  party 
that  now  hold  it,  the  Union  would  be  dissolvea. 
Those  threats  have  been  so  often  repeated,  and 
from  the  same  quarter,  that  they  are  stale  and 
insipid,  and  scarcely  deserve  a  passing  notice. 
Such  threats  are  idle:  they  cease  to  disturb. 
Like  the  rattle  in  the  tail  of  a  toothless  snake, 
they  are  heard  without  alarm.  Dissolve  this 
Union !  Who  dissolve  it?  The  North  will  not. 
The  South  dare  not.  The  world  in  arms  cannot. 
'Away  with  such  silly  nonsense ! 

The  honorable  member  from  Missouri  [Mr. 
Oliver]  charges  the  Massachusetts  Aid  Society 
with  malpractice.  If  the  charge  be  true,  then 
why  not  investigate?  He  charges  the  Kansas 
settlers  with  having  rifles .  Is  it  possible  ?  What ! 
freemen  have  arms  in  their  hands!  Whoever 
lieard  of  these  rifles  till  Kansas  was  invaded  ? 
Then,  sir,  you  did  hear  of  them.  Then  they 
came  out  and  spoke  for  themselves. 

It  is  charged,  also,  that  the  New  England  emi- 
grants go  to  Kansas  to  make  it  a  free  State.  Jly, 
sir,  a  free  State  !  *  *  •^  lion  in  the  way ! ' '  The  sons 
of  the  Pilgrims  go  as  their  fathers  came,  to  plant 
and  rear  a  free  State.  If  that  is  wrong,  it  is  the 
fault  of  the  family,  for  their  fathers  did  so  before 
them.  Free  speech,  free  press,  free  schools,  free 
religion,  free  soil,  and  free  men.  Sir,  they  do  go 
to  make  a  fVee  State,  and,  God  be  praised !  they 
will  do  it.  But  Governor  Reeder  is  in  the  way. 
Governor  Reeder  has  been  assailed,  and  rudely 
assailed,  on  this  floor.  Governor  Reeder  is  the 
last  man  for  us  to  complain  of.  The  blame  be- 
fore the  country  rests  elsewhere  than  on  the  head 
of  (Jovemor  Reeder.  Has  the  honorable  member 
from  Missouri  so  soon  forgot  that  the  invasion  of 
Kansas  came  from  his  own  State  ?  And  when  the 
honorable  gentleman  aays  he  did  not  approve  of 
it,  it  will  be  news  to  me.  Does  he  not  know  that 
if  Missouri  approves  or  palliates  she  must  share 
the  shame  ?    But  Missouri  will  not  do  it.    And  I 


Was  surprised  to  hear  what  I  did  hear  from  one 
of  her  Representatives.  But  Governor  Reeder 
is  in  the  way !  He  is  the  evil  genius  that  haunts 
the  dreams  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Mis- 
souri by  night,  and  disturbs  his  equanimity  by 
day.  Why,  the  honorable  member  says  Reeder 
comes  poking  along  here  a  traitor.  Suppose  I 
were  to  say,  which  surely  I  will  not,  that  Whit- 
field comes  poking  along  here.  True,  they  are 
both  here ;  and  what  of  it  ?  What  has  that  to  do 
with  the  Question  ?  Sir,  Governor  Reeder  comes 
here  by  the  voice  of  the  people;  and  they  sent 
him  here  in  accordance  witn  the  higher  law  and 
the  lower  law;  the  law  of  self-preservation  and 
the  law  of  self-defense.  If  he  has  not  a  right 
here,  who  has  ?  General  Whitfield  comes  here 
the  fruit  of  an  election — an  election  ordered  by  a 
spurious  Legislature— a  Legislature  fbrced  on  an 
unwilling  people  by  a  band  of  armed  invaders, 
with  guns  and  drums  and  implements  of  death, 
who  marched  into  Keuisas  on  election  day,  and 
stormed  nearly  every  poll  at  once,  elected  this 
Legislature,  and  returned  back  to  Missouri  in 
triumph.  Sir,  let  the  committee  examine.  GHve 
them  all  the  help  they  ask  for.  Let  us  have  the 
truth  and  no  doaeing.  The  country  demands  it. 
Sir,  I  am  ready  K>r  the  vote;  and  I  envy  not  the 
man  who  shall  record  his  vote  in  the  negative. 

I  now  demand  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  ORR.  1  move  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on 
the  talfte,  and  on  that  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  move  a  call  of  tne  House.  I 
desire  to  have  a  full  vote. 

Mr.  ORR.  On  that  motion  I  call  for  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  appeal  to  the  ipntl^nan  from 
New  York  to  withdraw  his  call  for  the  prerious 

3ue8tion.    There  are  other  gentlemen  here  who 
esire  to  submit  their  views  on  this  subjea  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  GRANGER  withdrew  the  call  for  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  withdraw  my  motion  to  lay  the 
whole  subject  on  the  table. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  withdraw  my  motion  for  a  call 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  ORR.  Let  me  suggest  this:  There  are 
some  gentlemen,  I  understand,  who  desire  to 
speak  on  the  pending  question;  and  if  it  be  un- 
derstood that  no  question  is  to  be  taken  this 
evening,  the  debate  may  go  on  till  five,  six,  or 
seven  o'clock;  and  every  gentleman  desiring  to 
speak  may^o  so — the  understanding  being,  that 
the  vote  will  not  be  taken  before  one  o'cloisk  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  rose  for  the  purpose  of 
making  a  suggestion  which  will  probably  meet 
the  views  of  gentlemen  on  that  side  of  the 
House.  As  I  said  a  moment  ago,  I  have  had 
some  anxiety  to  discuss  this  question.  I  have, 
however,  pretty  much  discussed  it  before.  I 
propose  not  to  consume  the  time  of  the  House 
now,  because  there  appears  to  be  a  general  anxiety 
to  bring  this  matter  to  a  close;  and  I  think  it  is 
a  matter  of  very  great  consequence,  if  we  intend 
to  take  this  testimony,  to  come  to  some  action  at 
once.  Besides,  sir,  this  question  blocks  up  all 
the  other  business  pf  the  House. 
'  I  will  not,  therefore,  consume  any  of  the  thne 
of  the  House,  at  present,  in  makine  my  opinions 
upon  this  question  known  to  the  House.  They 
have  been  once  given  to  the  House  and  the  coun- 
try, and  they  remain  unchanged. 

My  suggestion,  therefore,  is  that  this  debate 
shall  be  continued  to-day,  with  the  understanding 
that  to-morrow,  at  one  o'clock,  it  shall  terminate 
— that  the  previous  question  shall  then  be  moved 
and  sustained.  The  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Elections,  who  reported  this  resolution,  will 
be  entitled  to  occupy  one  hour  if  he  desu^s  it 
At  two  o'clock,  then,  we  can  proceed  to  take  a 
vote;  and  we  shall  be  able  to  dispose  of  the  matter 
in  some  way  in  the  course  of  tne  day.  If  I  «^ 
have  the  general  consent  of  the  House  to  this 
proposition,  I  will  then  yield  the  floor  to  those 
who  are  more  anxious  to  speak  upon  this  quesuon 
than  I  am.  ,  , 

The  SPEAKER.    The  Chair  wiUsu^iest,  that 

if  the  House  should  adopt  a  proposiuon  m  in« 
form  of  an  order  that  the  debate  should  close  « 
the  time  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  suggests,  tne 
Chair  will  close  the  debate  at  that  hour. 
Mr.  CAMPBELL.    Very  well;  1  wdl  wbmrt 

my  proposition  in  that  form. 
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ERRONEOUS  REFEREirCES. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  presented  a  memorial  a 
few  daysa^o  from  the  uhamber  of  Commerce  of 
San  Franasco,in  relation  to  the  register  of  goods 
shipped  from  New  York  to  that  city,  which  was 
improperly  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
I  believe  the  Committee  on  Commerce  are  now 
Investigating  that  subject;  and  I  therefore  move 
tiiat  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  discharged  fVom 
the  further  consideration  of  the  memorial,  and 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WELLER,  it  was 

Ordered,  Ttiat  the  Committee  on  Miliurj  AffiUra  be  dis- 
ebarged  from  the  Airther  consideration  of  the  petition  of  the 
clerk  and  messenger  in  the  ofAce  of  the  assistant  quarter- 
master of  the  marme  coraa,  praying  for  increased  compen- 
aation,  and  tliat  it  be  referred  to  uie  Committee  on  Naval 
AflUra. 

RE^RTS  mOM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  to  whom  were  referred  the  following 
bUls: 

A  bUl  for  continuing  Uie  improTement  of  the 
harbor  of  Chicago,  Illinois; 

A  bill  for  conti^iuing  the  improvement  of  the 
harbor  of  Wauke^an,  lUinois; 

A  bill  for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of 
Appalachicola,  in  the  State  of  Florida;  and 

A  bill  for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of 
Charleston,  South  Cfarolina; 

Reported  them  back  without  amendment. 

Mr.  WELLER,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  reported  a  bill  respecting  the  harbor- 
ing of  deserters  from  tl^  military  service,  and  to 
protect  the  public  interest  in  regard  to  the  enlist- 
ment and  discharge  of  minors;  which  was  read 
the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  SEWARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  a 
committee  of  citizens  of  Truro,  Massachusetts, 
reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  protection  of 
Cape  Cod  harbor,  Massachusetts;  which  was 
reaxl  the  first  time, and  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ine. 

He,  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  bill  to  continue  the  improvement 
of  the  Illinois  river,  reported  it  back  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  REID,from  thei!^ommittee  on  thelMstrict 
of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  the  special  agents  of  the  State  of  Maryland, 
praying  for  the  reimbursement  of  advances  made 
to  the  united  States  in  1792,  asked  to  be  dis- 
charged ft-om  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  to  report  back  House  bill 
makine  appropriations  for  the  pa3rment  of  invalid 
and  other  pensions  of  the  United  States  for  the 
year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1857.  This  is  sub- 
stantial! v  the  same  with  the  bill  which  has  already 
passed  the  Senate.  I  should  ask  for  its  considera- 
tion now  if  it  were  not  that  the  Senator  from 
Louisiana,  [Mr.  Sudell,]  who  is  not  now  in  his 
seat,  gave  me  notice  that  he  had  an  amendment 
to  offer.  I  therefore  notify  the  Senate  that  I  will 
call  it  up  to-morrow  if  I  can. 

NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 

Mr.  SUMNER  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  the  following  bills: 

A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  regu- 
lating passenger  ships  and  vessels,"  approved 
March  3, 1819; 

A  bill  to  amend  the  law  of  cop3rright;  and 

A  bill  to  amend  the  law  of  patents. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  MALLORY  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Mrs.  Childs;  which  was  read  the  first  and 
second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  with  the  ac- 
companying paper  to  (tie  Committee  on  Pensions. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  RUSK,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  and  papers  oT  Almanson 
Houston  be  withdrawn  Oom  the  files  of  the  Senate,  and 
rafbned  to  the  Coort  of  Claims. 

ENROLLED  BILL  SIGNED. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  Mr.  Cullom,  their  Clerk,  announced  that  the 
^^^peaker  had  signed  the  following  enrolled  bill; 


which,  thereupon,  received  the  signature  of  the 

President  pro  tempore: 

An  act  to  define  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  district  and  cir- 
cuit courts  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  East 
Tennessee. 

COMMITTEE  SERVICE. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.  I*  ask  the  Senate  to 
excuse  me  from  further  service  as  a  member  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 
I  am  already  a  member  of  four  committees;  one 
of  them,  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  has  but  five 
members,  and  to  it  one  hundred  and  seventeen 
cases  have  been  referred.  It  is  inipossible  for  me 
to  perform,  properly,  the  duties  of  all  those  com- 
mittees; and  therefore  I  ask  the  Senate  to  excuse 
me  fVom  further  service  on  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  J'resident 
pro  tempore  was  authorized  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

MILITARY   ACADEMT  BILL. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  to  report  back  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  G9)  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the  Military  Acaaemy  for  the  year  ending  the 
30th  of  June,  1857,  with  amendments.  It  will 
not  taike  five  minutes  to  consider  it,  and  therefore 
I  ask  unanimous  consent  to  dispose  of  it  now. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  consider  the  bill  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
The  amendments  the  committee  propose  to  add 
at  Uie  end  of  the  bill  are  the  following: 

For  gas-house  and  apparatus,  $15,000. 

For  additional  atables  for  dragoon  and  artineiy  bmiea, 
#10,000. 

Sec.  3.  Jhtd  be  U  Jurtker  eneuied.  That  the  amunnta 
disbursed,  or  that  may  be  disbursed,  out  of  the  moneys  ap- 
propriated for  the  support  of  the  Military  Academy  by  the 
acts  of  May  lOih,  18M,  and  March  3. 18&5,  in  payment  of 
additional  compensaUon  to  the  librarian,  assistant  libnrian, 
and  certain  enlisted  men  at  that  posUbe  passed  to  the  credit 
of  the  disbursing  officer :  Provided,  That  the  additional  pay 
to  the  said  librarian  and  assistant  librarian  shall  not  eiceed 
the  sum  of  $130  each  per  annum,  and  to  the  non-commis- 
sioned officer  in  charge  of  mechanics  and  other  laborers  at 
the  post,  the  soldier  acting  as  clerk  in  the  a4jntant'8  office, 
and  the  four  enlisted  men  In  the  philosophical  and  chemical 
department  and  lithographic  office,  shall  not  exceed  the 
sum  of  #50  each,  per  annum ;  and  that  a  like  measure  of 
compensation  be  hereby  authorised  to  be  allowed  hereafter 
tor  such  services  respecdvely. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  The  amendments  of  the  com- 
mittee are  merely  to  restore  the  estimates.  Two 
items  estimated  for  were  left  out  by  the  House. 
The  additional  section  is  to  make  specific  a  little 
appropriation  amounting  in  all  to  |540. 

The  amendments  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WELLER.    I  have  an  amendment,  and 

believe  this  bill  is  the  best  to  which  to  append  it. 

It  is  as  follows: 

Sec.  3.  Jtnd  he  it  fuHker  enacted.  That  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate  Aimish  annnally  the  library  of  the  Military 
Academy  at  West  Point  with  a  copy  of  all  the  documents 
publish^  by  the  Senate. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended , 
and  the  amendments  made  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  were  concurred  in.  The  bill,  as  amended, 
was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

ORD£R  OF  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  Mr.  President,  I  now  move 
to  postpone  all  prior  orders,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  up  the  deficiency  bill.  I  think  if  we  will 
agree  to  do  that,  we  may,  perhaps,  pass  it  to-day, 
which  will  bean  important  consideration.  I  hope 
the  Senate  will  agree  to  take  it  up.  If  I  were  to 
throw  myself  on  their  courtesy  to  allow  me  to 
make  a  speech,  I  know  they  would  permit  me  to 
do  it;  but  I  do  not  ask  that;  I  merely  ask  the 
Senate  to  take  up  the  bill,  so  that  we  may  endeavor 
to  pass  it  to-day. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  understood  that  the  Senator 
from  Delaware  yesterday  expressed  a  desire,  with 
the  consent  of  as  many  Senators  as  were  lefl  here 
at  the  time  of  the  adjournment,  to  occupy  the 
residue  of  the  morninc;  hour,  when  the  morning 
business  was  disposea  of  to-dayi  with  an  argu- 
ment on  the  subject  then  under  consideration. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  desire  to  occupy  the  res- 
idue of  the  morning  hour,  and  I  will  then  give 
my  aid  to  the  Senator  fVom  Virginia  to  take  up 
the  deficiency  bill. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  Am  I  to  understand  that  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Delaware  will  yield  the 
floor  at  the  expiration  of  the  morning  hour? 

Mr.  CLAYTON.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  Then  I  withdraw  my  motion. 
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TREATY. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  It  was  my  intention  to  ad- 
dress the  Senate  to-day,  in  reply  to  the  apeech 
of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Texas,  delivered 
yesterday,  assailins  the  character  and  motiTec 
of  some  of  the  members  of  the  naval  board,  who 
are  among  the  very  best  oflicers  in  the  naval  ser- 
vice. That  speech  was,  in  my  view,  a  tissue 
of  misstatements  from  its  commencement  to  its 
close.  I  desire  to  review  it;  but,  sir,  aflcr  hear- 
ing the  honorable  Senator,  last  night,  ray,  in 
reply  to  my  colleague,  (who  had  made  an  ample 
vindication  of  Captain  Du  Pont,  and  saved,  in  my 
judgment,  the  necessity  of  any  further  reply  on 
that  subject  to-day,)  that  he  intended  to  rejom 
whenever  the  speech  of  my  colleague  should 
appear  in  print,  I  shall  defer  my  remarks  until 
I  see  in  pnnt  the  speech  which  the  Senator  from 
Texas  made. 

I  now  desire  to  address  the  Senate  on  another 
topic,  which  is  of  more  importance  in  the  com- 
munity, in  reference  to  which  there  are  some 
views  that  I  am  anxious  to  lay  before  the  Senate 
to-day.  I  move,  in  order  that  I  may  have  an  op- 
portunity of  doing  so,  that  the  motion  to  refer  tne 
letter  of  Lord  Jonn  Russell  may  now  be  taken 
up. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  will  make  an  explanatory" 
remark  to  the  gentleman.  I  think  he  has  limited 
the  comprehensiveness  of  my  remark.  I  stated 
that  when  the  gentlemen  would  indicate  a  dispo- 
sition to  reply  to  me,  I  would  respond  to  them. 
My  statement  was  not  confined  to  the  colleague 
of  the  distin&;uished  Senator  from  Delaware.  I 
will  wait  for  nis  demonstration. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  ouestion  is  on  the 
motion  of  the  Senator  from  Delaware,  to  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  the  motion  to  print  the 
letter  referred  to. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  suppose  it  is  understood 
that  the  regular  order  of  business  will  be  taken 
up  atone  o'clock? 

Mr.  CLAYTON.    Yea,  sir. 

Mr.  WELLER.    VeryweU. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  proceeded  to  speak  in  con 
tinuation  of  a  speecn  which  he  commenced  on 
Monday  last,  in  relation  to  the  Clayton-Bulwer 
treaty.    It  will  be  published  in  the  Appendix. 

HARBOR  AND  RIVER  BILL. 

Mr.  HUNTER.    I  call  for  the  special  order. 

The  PRESIDENT.  It  will  now  be  taken  up, 
unless  the  Senate  direct  otherwise. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  understand  that  the  bill  first 
in  order  is  the  one,  the  consideration  of  which 
was  suspended  on  Monday  by  an  adjournment— 
the  bill  for  improving  the  SavannalV  river.  That 
is  the  first  business  m  order. 

The  PRESIDENT.  That  was  postponed  with- 
out havinj'  been  made  the  special  order. 

Mr.  STU ART.  There  was  an  adjournment 
upon  it.       

Mr.  HUNTER.  That  bill  was  superseded  by 
the  action  of  yesterday,  when  it  was  not  taken 
up.  It  will  come  up  hereafter,  in  its  turn,  after 
the  other  special  orders  which  were  assigned  be** 
fore  it  shall  be  disposed  of. 

Mr.  STUART.  Very  well.  I  propose  to  sub- 
mit a  motion  which  I  presume  will  not  be  objected 
to.  I  am  desirous  that  neither  the  deficiency 
bill  nor  the  three  million  bill  shall  be  interfered 
with  by  the  river  and  harbor  bills;  therefore  I 
ask  the  consent  of  the  Senate  to  have  them  taken 
up  informally,  so  that  they  may  be  made  the  spe- 
cial order  for  next  Monday.  That  will  give  both 
the  bills  which  I  have  named  the  preference  unta 
they  are  disposed  of. 

Mr.  HUNTER.    Say  Tuesday. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  have  no  objection  to  that 
I  modify  my  motion  in  that  way. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  river  and 
harbor  bills  were  taken  up  and  postponed  to  Tues- 
day next,  and  made  the  special  order  for  that  day 
at  one  o'clock. 

PRIORITY  OF  SPECIAL  ORDERS. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  *!  now  move  to  take  ap  the 
deficiency  bill. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  fijst  special  order  is 
the  bill  (S.  No.  130)  making  appropriations  for 
certain  new  fortifications. 

Mr.  HUJNTER.    I  move  U>  postpone  all  poor 
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of  tho  amendment  of  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
and  I  shall  vote  for  it,  because  I  think  it  no  more 
than  justice  to  this  officer.  His  daties  as  super- 
intendent of  Indian  affairs  in  New  Mexico  have 
been  vtry  arduous.  It  is  well  known  to  the  coun- 
try that  we  have  been  engaged  in  an  almost  con- 
stant state  of  war  with  the  Indians  there.  It  is 
well  known  that  this  gentleman  has  had  import- 
ant duties  devolved  on  him,  and  he  has  performed 
them  entirely  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Gk>vem- 
ment.    A  state  of  war  devolves  on  an  Indian  ni- 

Serintendent  much  more  responsible  and  arduous 
uties  than  those  which  he  performs  when  we  are 
at  oeaoe  with  the  Indians.  When  there  is  any 
«viaenee  of  hostile  feeling,  it  is  necessary  for  the 
superintchident  to  exercise  a  great  deal  of  discre- 
tion in  order  to  keep  peace  in  the  country,  and  «ls 
far  as  I  understana  the  character  of  this  gentle- 
man, he  has  fully  met  the  views  of  his  Ck>vern- 
ment. 

Mr.TOUCEY.  Mr.  President,  the  law,  as  it 
now  stands,  I  think,  if  construed  in  Uie  usual  man- 
ner, undoubtedly  ^ves  the  sum  which  the  amend- 
ment of  the  committee  apprcmriates.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  however,  have  reason  to  think 
this  increase  of  salary  was  inadvertently  given  at 
a  former  Congress.  The  salary  was  made  higher 
than  was  intended .  Therefore ,  while  we  pay  the 
salary,  as  the  law  requires,  we  have  annexed  a 
proviso  making  the  salary  hereafter  what  we  think 
it  was  the  intention  of  Congress  that  it  should  be. 
In  my  judgment,  this  is  the  only  course  which  it 
is  proper  to  pursue  in  this  case.  I  am  not  willing, 
for  one,  to  refuse  to  pay  what  is  due  from  the 
Government— what  a  court  of  justice  would  say 
was  due  from  the  Grovemment;  and  if  the  law  is 
different  from  what  we  intended,  the  only  remedy 
which  ought  to  be  ajmlied  is,  prospectively,  to 
make  it  what  we  intended  it  to  be.  This  is  what 
is  done  by  the  amendment  as  it  now  stands. 

Mr.  STUART.  In  reply  to  the  suggestion 
made  by  my  friend,  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin, 
[Mr.  DoDOB,]  I  beg  leave  to  say  to  him,  that  if 
there  were  any  su^^stions  from  the  Department, 
that  the  salary  of  this  officer  ought  to  be  increased 
in  consequence  of  the  performance  of  any  spe- 
cial duties,  that  would  be  an  entirely  dinerent 
question.  There  is  no  such  suggestion  from  any 
quarter.  But  T  think  that|d,000,  being  an  in- 
crease of  $500  from  what  his  salary  was  origin- 
ally, is  ample.  This  addition  was  made  by  Taw 
last  year;  and  it  is  enough.  It  is  more  than  any 
other  territorial  Grovemor  receives.  The  ques- 
tion before  us  is  simply  reduced  to  this:  Shall 
we  sanction  a  construction  by  which  a  mere  error 
of  language  in  legislating  to  raise  a  salary  |500 
is  made  use  of  to  give  an  increase  of  (|fl,5d0  ?  It 
is  conceded  by  the  ^ntlemen  who  have  addressed 
the  Senate,  that  this  was  but  a  mistake,  at  best. 
I  submit,  that  the  construction  which  I  give  is  the 
more  preferable  construction  to  be  given  to  the 
language  which  Congress  employed.  The  original 
act  divided  the  Governor's  salary.  It  allowed 
him  f  1,600  "as  Governor,"  and  jll,000  "as 
superintendent  of  Indian  affairs. "  The  amend- 
atory act  siniply  says,  that  the  "  salary  of  the 
-C}overnor  of  NewMTexico  *'  should  thereafter  be 
$3,000.  I  submit,  that  the  language  of  the  amend- 
■  atory  act  is  not  inconsistent  with  the  construction, 
that  the  sum  of  f3,000  was  intended  to  be  the 
whole  salary  for  both  offices;  but  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  has  affirmed  a  decision  of  the 
Comptroller  which  gives  a  contrary  effect.  My 
amendment  simply  proposes  to  do  exactly  what 
it  is  conceded  Congress  intended  to  do  a  year 
ago.  I  say,  therefore,  it  injures  nobody,  but 
carries  out,  as  the  gentlemen  admit,  the  original 
object.  I  contend,  that  where  there  is,  at  least,  a 
room  for  doubt  as  to  the  construction.  Congress 
ought  now  to  do  what  the  original  act  intended 
to  do. 

If  my  amendment  shall  prevail  in  the  Senate,  I 
shall  move  to  reduce  the  appropriation  |[l,00O, 
because  it  will  be  seen  that  this  is  to  provide  for 
a  deficiency  in  the  last  year's  salary.  The  officer 
has  received  at  the  Treasury  $3,000,  for  Congress 
last  year  appropriated  $3,000  to  pay  him.  He 
now  demands  $1,000,  for  which  there  is  no  appro- 
priation. Congress  appropriated  for  an  increase 
of  the  sum  $500.  Therefore,  if  ray  amendment 
in  this  instance  prevails,  I  shall  then  move  to  re- 
duce the  appropriation  $1,000,  which  ¥rill  make 
up  the  deficiency,  according  to  the  original  inten- 
tion of  Congress. 


The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  on  the 
amend  men  tof  the  Senator  from  Michi^m. 

Mr.  STUART  called  for  the  yens  and  nays, 
and  thev  were  ordered;  and  being  taken,  resulted 
— yeas  27,  nays  15;  as  follows: 

YEAS  — MeMn.  Benjamin,  Biggn,  Bigler,  Bright,  Clay- 
ton, Crittenden,  Darkee,  FUb,  Foot,  Foster,  Geyer,  Hale, 
Uarlan,  Bouston,  Iverton,  Johnson,  MiMon,  Pratt,  Reid, 
Sebastian,  Seward.  Slidctl,  Stuart,  Sumner,  Thomfon  of 
New  Jersey,  TnimDlUI,  and  Wade— 37. 

NAYS  —  Meun.  Adarot,  Allen,  Bayard,  Brodhead, 
Brown,  Clay,  Colhuner,  Dodge,  Ilamlin,  Hunter,  James, 
Jones  of  Iowa,  Mailory,  Touoey,  and  Weller— 15. 

So  the  Amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  propose  now  to  reduce  the 
appropriation,  and  I  hope  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance  will  inform  ihe  whether 
my  motion  will  effect  the  object.  The  appropri- 
ation is  $1,929  35.  The  amount  of  the  salary  in 
dispute  is  ^1,080.  I  suppose  that  by  striking  out 
$1,929  35,  and  inserting  $929  35,  the  appropria- 
tion will  be  conformable  to  my  original  amend- 
ment.    I  therefore  move  this  modification. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  amend- 
ment of  the  committee  as  modified  was  agreed  to. 

Tho  next  amendment  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance was  to  insert: 

For  filling  up  and  grading  the  grounds  beloimng  to  the 
custom-hou:»e  building,  Norfolk,  Virginia,  $1,000. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  This  is  in  pursuance  of  the 
recommendation  of  the  Treasury  Department. 
It  seems  that  tlic  grounds  are  marshy,  and  the 
Board  of  Health  of  Norfolk  have  asked  that  they 
shall  be  filled  up.  If  not  done  by  the  Ist  of  June, 
it  may  be  too  late.  An  appropriation  of  $1,000 
is  recommended  for  this  purpose. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  insert: 

For  tmneportation  of  officers,  and  (Hr  fhel  and  qoaiters, 
the  payment  of  which  is  no  longer  nkade  by  the  quaiter- 
master's  department,  ^127  12. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  was  to  insert: 

For  continuing  the  work  on  the  Washington  aqueduct, 
9300,000. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  will  make  an  explanation 
in  regard  to  this  amendment,  though  it  may  not 
be  necessary  here,  but  it  may  elsewhere.  It  is 
recommended  to  the  committee  to  take  a  portion 
of  the  money  estimated  for  the  next  fiscal  year 
and  appropriate  it  now,  so  that  we  may  have  the 
use  of  the  money  during  the  working  season. 
If  the  woric  is  to  be  carried  on,  it  is  better  to  ap- 
propriate the  money  at  such  a  time  as  to  enable 
It  to  be  used  during  their  working  season,  rather 
than  during  the  summer. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  This  is  the  old  water-works 
question. .  A  new  appropriation  is  proposed  to 
continue  the  work.    I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  yeas  were  ordered,  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  34,  nays  5;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benjamin,  Bigler,  Bright, 
Brodhead,  Brown,  Clayton,  Collamer,  Crittenden,  I>oa;!e, 
Durkee,  Fish,  Foot,  Foster,  Geyer,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Uarlan, 
Houston,  Hunter,  Ivcrson.Johneon,  Mailory,  Mason,  Pratt. 
Rusk,  Bebostian,  t^cward,  Stuart,  Sumner,  Tbomsou  of 
New  Jersey,  Trumbull,  and  Weller — 34. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Biggs,  Clay,  Fitspatrick,  and 
Wade— & 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  propose  now  to  treat  as 
one  amendment  all  the  items  down  to  section  two, 
as  they  are  all  deficiencies  in  the  quartermaster's 
department.  I  shall  have  a  report  of  the  quarter- 
master read.  1  wish  the  vote  to  be  taken  on  all 
of  the  items  as  one  amendment. 

The  Secretary  accordingly  read,  as  one  amend- 
ment, the  following  items: 

For  the  regular  supplies  of  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment, conilsnngof  fuel,  forage  in  kind  for  the  horses,  moles, 
and  oxen  of  the  uuartermaster's  department,  at  the  several 
military  posts  and  stations,  and  with  tlie  armies  in  the  field ; 
for  the  horses  of  the  first  and  second  regiments  of  dragoons, 
the  companies  of  light  artillery,  the  regiment  of  mounted 
riflemen,  and  such  companies  of  infimtry  as  may  be  mount- 
ed, and  also  for  the  authorized  number  of  officers*  horses, 
when  serving  in  the  field  and  at  the  outp<^ts ;  of  straw  for 
soldiers'  bedding,  and  of  stationery,  including  company  and 
other  Uank-booKs  for  the  army,  certificates  for  dischariged 
soldiers,  blank  forms  for  the  pay  and  quaitermaster's  de- 
partments, and  for  the  printing  of  division  and  department 
orders,  army  regulations  and  reports,  $460,000. 

For  the  incidental  expenses  of  the  quartermaster's  de- 
partment, consisting  of  postage  on  letters  and  paekets  re- 
ceived and  sent  by  bfllcers  of  the  Army  on  public  service ; 
expenses  of  courts-martial  and  courts  of  inquiry,  including 
the  additional  compensation  to  judges-advocate,  recorders, 
members,  and  witnesses,  while  on  that  service,  under  the 
act  of  March  16, 180B ;  extra  pty  to  aoldien  employed  under 


the  direction  of  the  qiiartennmir*s  department,  in  the  eiec- 
tion  of  barracks,  quarters,  storehouses,  and  bmpitols ;  tlie 
construction  of  roads,  and  other  consiaet  labor,  for  imiodi 
of  not  less  than  ten  days,  under  the  acts  of  March  2, 1819, 
and  August  4, 1854,  including  those  employed  as  clerks  at 
division  and  department  headquarters ;  expenses  of  ex- 
presses to  and  Irom  the  frontier  posts  and  anuiei  ui  tbe 
odd ;  of  escorts  to  paymasters,  other  di^urdiog  oliicen,  and 
trains,  when  military  escorts  cannot  be  fumi:ihfd;  ex- 
penses of  tho  interment  of  noa-conunissioned  oAccrs  and 
soldiers ;  authorized  ofilce  furniture ;  hire  of  laborers  in  the 
quartermaster's  department,  including  hire  of  interpreters, 
spies,  and  guides,  for  the  Anny ;  compensation  of  clerk  to 
officers  of  the  quartermaster's  department ;  compensatioii  of 
forage  and  wagon-masters,  authorized  by  the  act  of  July  5, 
1038;  for  the  apprehensioo  of  deserters;  and  the  expeows 
htcidcnt  to  their  pursuit;  the  various  expenditures  required 
for  the  first  and  second  'regiments  of  dragoons,  tbe  compa- 
nies oflii^t  artillery^  the  regiment  ofmounted  riflemen,  and 
such  companies  of  mfhntry  as  may  be  mounted,  viz :  tot 
the  purchase  of  horse  ei^ipments,  as  saddles,  bridle*,  sad- 
dle-blankets, nosc-bo^,  iron  combs,  currycombs,  aod  »purs 
and  straps;  oftravelmg  forges,  blacksmiths'  and  shoeing 
tools,  horse  and  mule  shoes,  iron  and  steel  forshoeing,  hire 
of  veterinarv  surgeons,  purchase  of  medicines  for  b(»rses 
and  mules,  shoeing  horses  ofmounted  corps,  and  repaifinf 
dragoon  aod  rifle  equipments,  9180/K)0.  t 

Fur  constructing  barracks  and  other  buildings  at  posts 
which  it  may  be  necessary  to  occupy  during  Die  year,  and 
for  repairing,  altering,  and  enlarging  buildings  at  itie  e^ub- 
lished  posts,  including  hire  or  c<Hamutation  of  quarter*  for 
officers  on  miUtarv  duty ;  hire  of  r^uartcis  for  troops,  of  store^ 
houses  for  the  safe  keeping  of  military  stores,  and  of  grounds 
for  sunmicr  cantonments :  for  encampments  and  temporary 
frontier  stations,  $100,000:  PmviUd,  Aowsssr,  That  Uie 
Secretary  of  War  be.  and  he  is  hereby,  authorised  to  sell, 
under  the  direction  of  the  President,  all  miHtary  sites  which 
have  been,  or  which  may  hereafter  become,  unnecessary 
for  military  purposes ;  and  that  the  money  arising  from  the 
■ales  of  such  sites  shall  constitute  a  fiind  for  tbe  purobase 
and  improvement  of  other  sites  which  it  may  becoaie  neces- 
sary to  occupy  for  the  defense  of  the  frontiers.  And  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  report,  within  mie 
month  afier  the  commencement  of  each  svesion  of  Con- 
gress, tho  acti<»  of  the  Department  under  the  aatbority 
hereby  conferred,  showing  the  number  and  deschptioo  of 
sites  sold,  and  the  amount  received  for  each,  with  s  detailed 
account  of  the  application  of  the  money  received. 

For  mileage  to  officers  of  the  Army,  fbr  transportation  of 
tliemselvcs  and  baggie  wheu  traveling  oa  duty  witbont 
troops  or  escorts,  960,000. 

For  transportation  of  the  Army,  hicluding  the  bag^sge  of 
the  troops  when  moving  either  by  hmd  or  water;  ot  cloth- 
ing, camp,  and  garrison  equipage,  and  horse  equipments, 
from  the  depot  at  Philadelphia  to  the  several  posts  and 
Array  depots ;  of  subsisience  from  the  places  of  purchase, 
and  from  the  places  of  delivery  under  contract,  to  such 

C laces  as  the  circumstances  of  the  service  may  rvquire  it  lo 
e  sent ;  of  ordnance,  ordnance  stores,  and  MUBll-arm.s  from 
the  founderies  and  armories  to  the  arsenals,  fortification?, 
fh)ntier  posts,  and  Anny  depots ;  freights,  wharfage,  tolli, 
and  ferriages ;  for  the  purchase  and  htre  of  horses,  moles, 
and  oxen,  and  the  purchase  and  repair  of  wsgons,  can«, 
drays,  ship«*,  and  other  sea-going  vessels  and  boats  for  Ihe 
transportation  of  supplies,  and  for  garrison  purposes;  ffx 
drayiige  and  cartage  at  the  several  posts ;  hireof  teanisten; 
transportation  of  funds  for  the  pay  and  other  disborsinf 
departments ;  the  expense  of  sailing  public  transports  on  tbe 
various  rivers,  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  the  Atlantic  and 
Pacific ;  and  for  procuring  water  nt  such  posts  as  from  their 
situation  require  that  it  be  brought  from  a  distance,  and 
for  clearing  roads,  and  removing  obstmctions  fhmi  roads. 
harbors,  and  rivers,  to  the  extent  which  may  be  required 
for  tlie  actual  operations  of  tbe  troops  on  the  frontier, 
91,000,000. 

Mr.  HUNTER.    I  now  ask  that  the  commu- 
nication of  the  quartermaster  general  be  read. 
The  Secretary  read  it,  as  follows: 

QOAKTBilMASTBa  GbXERAL'S  OtTlCty 

Washington,  /Vhruary  27, 1836. 

Sir  :  The  appropriations  for  the  guartermaster's  depart- 
ment will  all  be  exhausted  before  the  middle  of  next  month. 
The  numerous  and  rapid  movements  which  the  troops  were 
required  to  make  during  the  Jost  fiscal  year  caused  an 
expenditure  for  transportation  greatly  exceeding  the  appro- 
priation for  that  year,  and  became  a  charge  upon  the  appro- 
priation for  the  present  year.  1  estimate  the  deficieBcy  m 
the  appropriation  for  transportation  the  last  year  at*^ 
$600,000.  The  great  increase  in  tlic  price  of  foraiie  caused 
the  expenditures  on  that  account  to  exceed  the  appropr^ 
tion  for  the  year;  the  chaise  upon  the  appropriation  for 
forage  for  the  present  year  I  estimate  at  $9110/100.      ^^ 

In  addition  to  these  deficiencies  in  the  last  >^"^ 
has  been  a  greatly  increased  expenditure  caused  by  the 
Indian  hostilities,  and  the  active  operations  which  it  b*j 
been  necessary  to  carry  on  agaipst  them,  in  the  Srniea  of 
CaUfomia  aud  Florida,  and  the  Territories  of  Ore^, 
Washington,  Kansas,  and  Nebraska.  These  opeiauoos 
were  not  expected,  and  were  noj  provided  for  in  the  esu- 
mates  presented  to  Congress,  on  which  the  appropriations 
ftx  the  iwesont  year  were  made.  ^ 

From  fiAe<in  to  eighteen  hundred  thousand  dollars  sw 
be  necessary  to  carry  the  department  through  the  year,  a 
con<"idorabIe  sum  %\ill  also  be  required  to  reimburse  ex- 
penses being  incurred  on  account  of  militia  and  volaote«« 
called  into  service.  1  have  received  no  estimale  of  t*>«I*'^'^ 
able  expense  incurred,  or  being  Incurred;  but-  froB»  r*^' 
respondence  of  officers  serving  on  the  Pacific  and  in  !J«"J 
Mexico,  I  am  sure  the  expenditure  to  be  provided  for  wiu  vn 
considerable.  j.«-m 

As  the  time  has  aeoily  arrived  when  preporatioiis  «oma 
be  made  for  the  operetions  of  the  next  season,  I  respcei- 
fxiWy  recommend  that  applichtion  be  made  for  an  ■PP'"?"^ 
tion  at  aseariy  a  period  as  possible;  and  I  have  the  honor  to 
bte,  sir,  your  obedieat  servant,  TU.  8-  JEHtr, 
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chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
[Mr.  Weller,]  as  to  the  necessity  of  disposing 
of  many  of  the  military  sites;  but  I  thmk  we 
ought  to  reserve  for  ourselves  the  decision  of  the 
question  of  selecting  those  sites  which  should  be 
sold.  I  do  not  know  that  I  should  object  to  vest-^ 
'  ing  in  the  Secretary  of  War  for  the  time  being, 
if  he  had  the  confidence  of  Congress,  the  disposal 
of  any  particular  site  which  we  might  determine 
not  to  be  necessary.  But  observe  the  lan^^uage 
of  this  amendment.  It  proposes  to  vest  m  the 
Secretary  of  War  the  right  *•  to  sell,  under  the 
direction  of  the  President,  all  military  sites  which 
have  been,  or  which  may  hereafter  become,  un- 
necessary for  military  purposes.'*  'Now,  there 
arc  many  reservations  in  tne  different  States  of 
the  Union  originally  made  for  military  purposes, 
which  may  not  be  necessary  any  longer  for  those 
specific  purposes,  but  may  be  exceedingly  im- 
portant and  useful  for  other  Government  pur- 
poses. 

My  friend  from  New  York  [Mr.  Fish]  has 
suggested  to  me  just  now  that,  under  this  clause, 
the  Secretary  of  War  could  sell  Castle  Garden, 
in  New  York  city,  for  it  is  no  longer  necessary 
for  military  purposes.  It  is  a  property  of  im- 
mense value.  He  would  be  vested  with  a  discre- 
tion in  disposing  of  a  property  of  this  kind  at  his 
will  and  pleasure,  without  control  from  Congress, 
without  the  necessity  of  advertising,  without 
asking  for  any  authority  from  any  source  what- 
ever except  tne  President  of  the  United  States. 
There  would  probably  be  no  objection  in  regard 
to  many  of  tne  frontier  posts — or  what  were 
formerly  frontier  posts — to  disposing  of  the  mili-, 
tary  sites;  but,  as  I  ha^e  said  before,  sites  may 
be  necessary  for  other  than  military  purposes. 
The  gentleman  from  Missouri  has  stated  to  us  a 
particular  site — that  on  Rock  Island.  That  site 
IS  not  required,  perhaps,  for  miUtary  purposes, 
but  may  be  requisite  for  some  other  purpose  in 
which  the  nation  at  large  is  interestea. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  If  the  Senator  will  allow  me 
to  interrupt  him,  I  will  say  that  I  am  willing  to 
postpone  this  provision  until  we  can  have  tune 
to  prepare  something  like  this  system. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  Will  the  Senator  allow 
this  clause  to  be  stricken  out,  as  proposed  by  my 
friend  from  Missouri  ? 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  am  willing  to  agree  to  that. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.    I  think  it  is  best. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  proviso  was  agreed 
to;  and  the  amendment  of  the  committee,  as  thus 
amended,  was  adopted. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  to  repojrt  the  following  amend- 
ment, to  come  in  after  the  one  just  adopted: 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  aupreine,  circuit,  and 
district  courts  of  the  United  States,  including  the  District 
of  Columbia ;  also,  for  Jurors  and  witnesses,  (in  aid  of  the 
fees  arising  from  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,)  incurred 
in  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1856,  and  previous 
years ;  and  likewise  for  defraying  the  expenses  of^  suits  in 
which  the  United  States  are  concerned,  and  of  prosecutions 
for  offenses  committed  against  the  United  States,  and  for 
the  safe-keeping  of  prisoners,  ^S00,000. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  will  ask  to  have  a  communi- 
cation from  the  Department  of  the  Interipr  read. 

The  Secretary  read  as  follows: 

DBPAETHBirr  or  thb  lifrsatoa,  March  18, 1856. 

Sia :  It  becomes  my  duty  to  apprise  you  of  a  deficiency 
in  the  appropriation  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Fed- 
eral courts  during  the  present  fis^l  year,  and  to  ask  that  the 
requisiitc  means  of  supplying  the  same  may  be  provided  in 
the  bill  now  befbre  the  Senate. 

When  the  estimates  for  tliis  year  were  prepared,  the  item 
for  the  expenses  of  the  judiciary  was  increased  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  beyond  the  amount  appropriated  for 
the  same  object  for  the  previous  year,  and  it  was  hoped  and 
expected  the  additional  sum  asked  for  would  be  as  much  as 
would  be  re(|uircd  to  meet  the  increasing  wants  of  the  ser- 
vice. In  tins  expectation,  however,  the  Department  has 
been  disappointed ;  the  expienses  have  ihcreased  far  beyond 
what  was  contemplated. 

The  foHowing  are  suggested  as  some  of  the  rmsons  which 
have  led  to  this  result: 

First.  After  the  estijnates  of  last  year  were  submitted  to 
Congress,  additional  courts  were  established  in  Califoniia, 
and  several  of  the  States  were  divided  into  two  judicial 
districts,  fhr  which  no  provision  has  been  made ;  and  none 
was  asked  for  subsequently,  as  it  was  not  anticipated  that 
the  increase  in  the  expenses  incident  to  such  division  would 
be  so  considerable  as  they  have  since  proved  to  be. 

Second.  Expenses  fbr  rent  of  court-rooms  have  been 
greater  than  formeriv ;  and  a  considerable  sum  has  been 
required  for  fhmishuig  new  buildings  provided  fbr  tlie  ac- 
commodation of  the  courts.  This  class  of  expenditures  will 
be  liketv  to  increase  for  some  time  to  come. 

Third.  The  institution  of  suits  at  various  points  fbr  vio- 
lations of  tlie  neutrality  laws,  for  frauds  upon  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  ^tatet,  and  fbr  the  enforcement  of  the  acts 


passed  by  Congress  against  the  slave  trade,  has,  of  neces- 
sity, constituted  a  heavy  charge  upon  the  judiciary  fund ; 
and  such  must,  of  necessity,  continue  to  be  the  cose,  so 
long  as  those  laws  are  violated. 

Fourth.  The  extension  of  the  system  to  newly-erected 
Territories  has,  likewi'in,  been  attended  with  considerable 
additional  expense.  These  Territories  are  filling  up  with  a 
rapidity  unexampled  in  the  post  history  of  the  country,  and 
the  business  of  the  courts  tlierein  keeps  pace  with  the  set- 
tlements. Were  the  courts  held  at  one  or  two  places  only 
in  each  Territory,  as  was  formeriy  the  case  in  the  Territo- 
ries northwest  of  the  Ohio,  the  expense  would  still  be 
large,  but  by  no  means  what  it  now  is.  This  will  be  better 
understood  from  the  following  statement  in  reference  to  the 
Territory  of  Minnesota :  Dunng  the  year  ending  30th  June, 
1853,  the  remittances  to  the  marshal  amounted  to  $5,364 16 ; 
the  next  year  to  $13,000,  and  the  next  to  $13,000.  By  act 
of  the  Legislature,  passed  on  the  7th  ultuno,  courts  were 
directed  to  be  held  twice  a  year  in  most  of  the  counties  in 
that  Territory,  the  annual  expense  of  which,  it  is  eitimatcd 
by  the  marsshol,  will  amount  to  not  less  than  ji36,000. 

Fifth.  While  the  business  in  the  new  Territories  has  to 
rapidly  increased,  there  lias  also  been  a  steady  increase  of 
business  in  the  older  fioriions  of  the  cAuntry,  which  requires, 
and  will  no  doubt  continue  to  require,  an  addition  to  the 
amount  of  the  annual  appropriations  made  by  Congress  on 
that  account. 

In  view  of  these  considerations,  I  liave  the  honor  respect- 
Ailly  to  request  that  the  sum  of  $900,000  may  be  appropri- 
ated to  supply  the  deficiency  in  the  appropriation  for  the 
present  fiscal  year,  and  that  the  estimate  for  the  next  year 
may  be  increased  from  eight  to  ten  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

The  amount  now  in  the  Treasury  subject  to  drafl  is  re- 
duced to  about  $75,000 ;  and  more  tliaix  three  montlis  yet 
remain  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  B.  McCLELLAND,  Secretary. 

Hon.  R.  M.  T.  UuNrea,  ChaUruutn  FUttmee  Commitfee, 

Senate  United  State*. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  There  is  a  lai^  deficiency 
in  the  judiciary  department,  and  it  may  naturally 
be  asked  why  the  estimate  for  it  was  not  sooner 
presented?  The  amount  of  the  deficiency  was  not 
known  until  the  marshals  presented  their  accounts, 
which  are  now  coming  in.  The  Department  could 
not  therefore  estimate  for  the  deficiency  until  they 
received  them.  There  have  also  been  some  special 
causes  for  the  large  judicial  expenditure  during 
this  year.  The  trials  for  the  violation  of  our  law 
under  the  neutrality  act  have  been  very  expensive; 
but  I  think  it  my  auty  to  state,  further,  tnat  this 
sum  is  increased  by  some  monstrous  abuses  which 
have  crept  into  the  execution  of  the  machinery  of 
that  Department,  and  which  cannot  be  rectified 
except  by  legislation  in  Congress.  For  instance, 
there  is  a  provision  in  our  law  that  if  the  fees  of 
the  (^lerk  of  a  court  do  not  amount  to  $500,  the 
Government  must  pay  him  enough  to  give  him 
|500;  and  I  am  told  tnat,  in  some  cases  where  a 
court  was  held  only  one  day  in  the  year,  and  the 
clerk's  fee  was  five  dollars,  he  came  in  and  claim^ 
1^500.  I  am  informed  also,  that  in  some  places 
courts  are  held  open  all  the  year  round,  the  clerks 
thus  ^tting  five  dollars  for  every  day,  when  per- 
haps It  was  not  necessary  to  hold  court  more  tnan 
twenty  days. 

I  learn  that,  in  many  cases,  the  district  attor- 
neys, instead  of  making  several  counts  in  one 
indictment  against  a  prisoner,  make  separate  in- 
dictments for  all  those  counts,  so  as  to  swell  their 
fees.  I  am  told,  too,  that  marshals,  when  they 
summon  a  witness,  instead  of  charging  |1  50  for 
each  day  when  the  witness  attended,  charge  that 
sum  in  every  case  in  which  he  is  summoned  as  a 
witness. 

In  regard  to  the  Territory  of  Minnesota,  it 
seems  we  have  provided  that  the  Legislature  of 
the  Territory  may  prescribe  the  number  of  terms 
of  the  'court,  and  the  places  at  which  the  court 
shall  be  held,  and  we  have  to  pay  the  expense; 
hence,  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  has  re- 
marked, there  is  a  sudden,  rapid,  and,  it  seems 
to  me,  most  unnecessary,  increase  of  the  judicial 
expenditure  in  that  Territory.  There  is  a  clerk 
at  every  place  where  a  court  is  held,  and  his  sal- 
ary has  to  be  paid.  In  the  District  of  Columbia, 
also,  we  pay  the  clerks,  and  they  collect  no  fees. 
The  United  States  have  to  pay;  whereas,  if  the 
fees  were  collected,  there  would  be  more  than 
enough  to  pay  the  salaries  of  the  clerks. 

Everywhere,  it  seems  to  me,  this  system  re- 
quires regulation,  and  regulation  which  can  only 
be  provided  for  by  law.  The  head  of  the  Interior 
Department  cafinot  reach  it,  nor  can  we  on  the 
Finance  Committee.  Althou^  some  intimation 
has  been  thrown  out  to  that  enect,  we  cannot  at- 
tempt to  legislate  for  such  matters  on  the  appro- 
priation biUs.  But  it  does  seem  to  me  that  the 
appropriate  committees  ought  to  take  these  mat- 
ters under  consideration  and  remedy  these  abuses 
— remedy  them  not  only  ft^r  the  purpose  of  econ- 


omizing the  expenditure  of  public  money,  but  for 
the  sake  of  the  public  morals  there  ought  to  be 
some  provision  made  to  put  an  end  to  these 
things.  As  it  is,  althouj^h  I  believe  there  have 
been  abuses — abuses  which  the  Department  could 
not  regulate-^abuses  growing  out  of  the  state  of 
our  law— yet  I  think  that  it  is  necessary  to  appro- 
priate this  money.  The  estimate  for  it  came  in 
only  yesterday. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Mr.  President,  I  am  very 
glad  that  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance has  brought  these  abuses  to  the  notice  of 
the  Senate,  ana  I  hope  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary will  take  cognizance  of  them.  In  addition 
to  the  abuses  of  which  he  has  spoken,  there  is 
another  to  which  my  attention  was  specially 
called  a  year  ago,  when  attending  one  of  the  cir- 
cuit courts  of  the  United  States.  The  circuJtcourt 
of  the  United  States  in  the  district  to  which  I 
allude  necessarily  holds  its  session  for  nearly  the 
whole  year— for  large  seasons  of  the  year,  trying 
not  only  criminal  causes,  but  civil  causes,  patent 
causes,  and  admiralty  causes,  together  with  a 
great  many  commercial  causes.  My  att^ntioD 
was  called  to  the  fact  by  a  person  connected  with 
the  court,  responsible  ana  honorable,  that  the 
grand  jury  practically  sat  nearly  the  whole  year 
round,  and  tnat  the  court  either  had  no  authority 
to  discharge  the  ^rand  jury  or  to  limit  their  ses- 
sion, or  else  that  it  would  have  been  an  arbitrary 
exercise  of  authority  to  inquire  with  too  much 
niceness  whether  their  business  required  their 
continuance  in  session.  That  this  abuse  in  the 
sittings  of  grand  juries  prevails  very  widelj 
throughout  the  United  States  I  think  there  is  do 
manner  of  doubt.  Then,  upon  this  information, 
the  Committee  o(1  the  Judiciary  would  do  well  to 
inquire  whether  there  cannot  be  some  provision 
framed  authorizing  and  directing  the  courts  to 
inquire  into  the  reasonableness  of  the  duration  of 
the  sittings  of  the  grand  luries.  The  other  state- 
ments about  aitorneys'  fees  and  witnesses'  fees 
I  have  no  doubt  are-  substantially  correct  as  the 
honorable  Senator  states  them. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  Mr.  President,  I  undenrtani 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia  to  say,  that 
in  some  cases  clerks  and  marshals  have  been 
allowed  large  sums  for  a  court's  session  of  one 
day  in  a  year,  which  only  entitled  them  to  five 
dollars;  and  that  in  other  cases  the  court  is  fre- 
quently held  throughout  the  year,  when  all  its 
business  might  be  done  in  twenty  days.  If  that 
statement  goes  to  the  country  in  that  shape,  it  is 
a  reflection  on  all  th^  district  courts  of  the  United 
States;  because,  if  the  business  of  the  court  calls 
for  but  a  twenty  days*  session,  it  is  entirely  with- 
in the  power  of  the  court  to  regulate  the  matter. 
Each  court  audits  the  accounts  of  its  clerks  and 
marshals.  They  all  pass  through  the  hands  of 
the  court;  and  it  a  district  or  circuit  judge  of  the 
United  States  has  audited  a  clerk's  account  for 
five  dollars  a  day  throughout  the  year,  when  the 
entire  business  of  the  court  coula  be  transacted 
in  twenty  days,  it  is  a  very  grave  offense.  I  sub- 
mit there  must  be  some  error  in  that  portion  of 
the  honorable  Senator's  statement.  That  cannot 
be  one  of  the  abuses  alluded  to. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  That  is  one  of  the  abuses; 
at  least  I  have  the  authority  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  for  stating  it  to  be  so. 

Mr.  HALE.  Mr.  President,  the  attention  of 
Congress  was  drawn  to  this  subject  a  few  years 
ago,  and  a  thorough  investigation  was  had  in  the 
other  House,  when  Mr.  McLanahan,  not  oow  a 
member,  was  chairnmn  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary.  He  reported  a  bill,  which  was  passed, 
to  limit  these  fees.  Practically  the  bill  amounts 
to  nothing.  Its  object  was  to  reduce  the  expenses 
of  the  courts,  and  regulate  the  fees  of  the  clerks, 
marshals,  and  attorneys.  The  difficulty,  w  a 
very  great  measure,  exists  in  an  evil  which  an 
honorable  Senator  from  Wisconsin,  not  now  a 
member  of  this  body,  (Mr.  Walker,)  undertook  to 
reach.  It  arises  from  the  fact,  that  the  courts  ot 
the  United  States,  in  many  judicial  distfjcts,are 
mere  family  concerns.  The  father  is  judge,  tlie 
son  clerk,  and  the  cousin  or  nephew  co"?""*" 
sioner  or  district  attorney,  or  something  of  tns' 
sort.  That  is  the  case  to-day  in  very  manyot 
your  larffestdistricU,  and  in  some  of  the  districts 
where  these  abuses  have  gone  on  to  a  nio 
enormous  extent.  At  the  time  of  the  ^l^^^[ 
Uon  to  which  I  have  alluded ,  one  case  was  brougn* 
to  our  attention  where,  in  a  certain  criminAlF*^' 
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satisfied  that  it  will  pass  in  the  general  amiropria- 
tion  bill ;  but  I  wish  to  brine  to  the  notice  oftheSen- 
ate  the  fact,  that  we  have  heretofore  appropriated 
|5,000  for  a  marine  hospital  at  St.  Markka,  and 
that  the  whole  country  at  large,  all  the  commer- 
cial interests  of  the  country, are  directly  interested 
in  the  establishment  of  a  marine  hospital  at  that 
point.  St.  Mark's  is  a  very  large  shipping  port, 
and  is  without  any  facilities  for  attention  to  sick 
and  disabled  seamen.  During  the  last  epidemic 
there,  when  the  yellow  fever  prevailed,  sick  and 
disabled  seamen  absolutely  died  in  considerable 
numbers  for  the  want  of  the  usual  accommoda- 
tions. In  all  cases  of  epidemic,  the  inhabitants 
themselves  leave  the  place;  and  there  being  no 
one  left  to  provide  for  them,  the  seamen  necessa- 
rily suffer  on  board  the  vessels  where  they  are 
confined.  Attention  to  the  sick  and  disabled  sea- 
men of  our  commercial  States  has  fallen  somewhat 
expensively  upon  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Mark's, 
without  at  the  same  time  affording  to  the  seamen 
that  attention  which  they  ought  to  receive. 

This  appropriation,  I  nave  no  doubt,  would  be 
passed  some  months  hence  without  difficulty;  but 
the  sickly  season  is  coming  on,  and  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  ought  to  he  provided  with  some 
means  of  taking  care  of  our  seamen  at  this  point. 
I  hope  that,  if  other  appropriations  shall  not  be 
passed,  at  least  this  deficiency — for  it  is  a  defi- 
ciency— will  not  be  rejected.  The  lowest  bid 
-^Hicn  the  Department  has  had  for  a  marine  hos- 
pital at  that  place  has  been  $15,000.  Only  $5,000 
tiave  been  appropriated  to  complete  it.  They 
have  the  land  on  wliich  to  erect  it;  and  they  are 
only  waiting  for  the  money  in  order  to  commence 
operations.  There  is  a  great  public  necessity  for 
it;  and  I  hope  this  appropriation  will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  WELLER.  1  ask  for  a  division  of  the 
amendment.  I  may  be  disposed  to  vote  for  a 
part  of  what  it  provides  for. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  hope  the  vote  will  be 
taken  singly. 

The  PRESIDENT.  They  will  be  considered 
as  separate  amendments. 

The  Secretary  read  tlie  first  of  Mr.  Hamun's 
amendments,  as  follows: 

To  complete  the  custom-liouM  at  PeasacoU,  Florida, 

$5,000. 

Mr.  RUSK.  I  hope  that  the  amendments  of- 
fered by  the  Senator  from  Maine  will  be  rejected. 
Everybody  who  has  paid  any  attention  to  this 
matter  knows  that  the  insertion  of  a  provision  for 
the  marine  hospitals  caused  the  defeat  of  this 
very  deficiency  bill  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. With  that  warning  before  us,  I  think  their 
insertion  by  the  Senate  would  be  very  improper, 
for  there  are  many  deficiencies  for  which  this  bill 
provides  that  are  required  for  immediate  service. 
ISesides,  these  amendments  provide  for  only  two 
or  three  marine  hospitals.  I  admit  good  reasons 
are  given  for  making  appropriations  for  them, 
but  I  think  the  committee  ought  not  to  select  two 
or  three  places  for  marine  hospitals  and  leave  out 
all  the  rest.  It  looks  too  much  like  favoritism. 
I  shall  vote  against  the  proposed  amendments, 
and  I  trust  the  Senate  will  not  insert  them,  be- 
cause I  think  this  bill  is  an  inappropriate  place; 
and  then,  if  we  have  appropriations  for  such  ob- 
jects as  these,  let  them  not  be  for  one  or  two  or 
three  particular  objects,  but  let  us  take  up  the 
whole  subject,  and  make  the  appropriations  wher- 
ever they  are  necessary. 

The  amendment  was  rejected.  ^ 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  now  on 
the  next  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Maine, 
ta  insert: 

For  ceroplettnf  tbe  marine  hoipital  at  St.  Marks,  Flori- 
da, %lSifiw,  in  addition  to  the  aom  already  appropriaiod. 

The  amendment  was  rejected;  there  being,  on 
a  division— ayes  14,  noes  20. 

The  remaining  amendment  of  Mr.  Hamun 
was  rejected;  it  is  as  follows: 

For  the  completion  of  the  marine  hoapftal  at  Galena, 
Illinois,  $S^,000,  tofetber  wiMi  ten  per  cent,  to  cover  the 
GompenMtion  to  arcbitecta,  aupehuiendents,  advertMnft 
and  other  contingent  cxiicases,  and  so  much  a«  may  be 
necessary  to  purchase  a  suitable  site  tor  the  building,  to  be 
pnid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treoawy  not  otherwise  ap- 
Imprinted. 

Mr.  BROWN.  I  offer  an  amendment  to  come 
in  after  the  provision  for  continuing  the  work  on 
the  Washington  aqueduct: 

For  rebvilding  the  Franklin  enfine-honie,  incladhif  the 
pnrchase  of  a  saitaMe  lot  therefor,  undvr  the  directioa  of 
tlw  Commiwiaatr  of  P«iUie  Biuldii«i,  fft^OUO. 


In  regard  to  this  amendment  I  will  offer  a  word 
or  two  of  explanation.  Last  year  Congress  ap- 
propriated f  0,000  to  improve  one  of  the  triangu- 
lar spaces  on  Pennsylvania  avenue.  The  law  is 
so  worded  that  it  does  not  provide  for  the  re- 
moval and  rebuilding  of  a  house  belonging  to  the 
Government  which  is  already  on  that  space. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  liardly  felt  at  lib- 
erty to  tear  down  the  house  and  leave  the  Gov- 
ernment property  which  is  protected  by  it  unshel- 
tered. The  work  has  been  suspendea  from  that 
time  until  now  awaiting  the  acaon  of  Confess. 
The  appropriation  was  simply  for  the  inclosure 
and  improvement  of  the  space.  The  first  thing  to 
be  done  was  to  tear  down  tne  house  which  belongs 
to  the  Grovemment,  and  which  protects  the  Gov- 
ernment engine — an  engine  absolutely  essential, 
or  which  may  become  so,  for  the  protection  of  the 
Treasury  buildings.  It  was  put  there  for  that 
purpose.  If  you  tear  away  the  house,  and  pro- 
vide no  place  for  the  protection  of  the  engine  and 
apparatus,  they  must  necessarily  go  to  ruin. 

If  tlie  Senate  shall  think  proper  to  reject  the 
amendment  in  this  form,  simply  because  of  the 
disposition  of  the  Senator  ft-om  Virginia  not  to 
have  this  bill  crowded,  Pshall  ask  that  the  (6,000 
already  appropriated  be  devoted  to  this  object 
instead  of  improving  the  ground,  for  the  result  of 
your  appropriation,  as  it  now  stands,  will  be  to 
tear  down  your  house,  and  let  your  property  go 
to  ruin;  it  will  be  commencing  wrong  end  fore- 
most. I  wish  to  have  this  appropriation  made 
now,  so  that  the  work  may  be  commenced.  I 
have  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior's  estimate  for 
it,  as  well  as  the  recommendation  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  everything 
else  which  is  necessary. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  are 
making  very  liberal  appropriations  for  the  Dis- 
trict without  this  amendment,  and  I  hope  the  bill 
will  not  be  embarrassed  by  it.  We  are  required 
this  year  to  make  large  appropriations  for  many 
objects — for  fortifications,  and  for  various  other 
puiposes.  I  think  that  what  we  already  propose 
to  do  in  this  bill  is  enough  at  present  for  tne  Dis- 
trict. We  are  providing  for  the  continuation  of 
the  water-works,  and  we  ought  not  to  embarrass 
our  bill  with  this  provision,  which  is  not  to  ac- 
complish any  necessary  object.  I  hope  the  Sen- 
ator will  not  press  it. 

Mr.  BROWN.  The  District  of  Columbia  has 
much  less  interest  in  this  matter  than  the  Senator's 
own  constituents.  The  District  of  Columbia  has 
no  interest  in  it  at  all,  nor  has  any  resident  of  this 
city.  It  is  strictly  a  Government  work.  As  1 
stated  in  the  beginning,  the  house  belongs  to  the 
Government;  the  ground  on  which  it  stands  be- 
longs to  the  Government;  the  building  shelters 
Grovemment  property.  The  truth  is,  that  the 
Government  ouilt  the  engine-houses  here,  and 
bought  the  engines  which  are  in  them  for  the  pro- 
tection of  Government  property.  This  one  stands 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Treasury  building, 
and  was  put  there  for  the  special  design  of  pro- 
tecting that  building.  A  company  of  young  gen- 
tlemen in  Washington  have  cnarge  of  this  prop- 
erty; but  the  property  itself  belongs  to  the  Grov- 
emment. You  have  ordered  the  triangular  space 
on  which  itstands,  nearly  opposite Willard  's  hotel, 
to  be  improved,  and  if  you  tear  down  the  house, 
you  will  have  your  engine  and  apparatus  standing 
^l  of  door..  'The  ^mtary  of  the  Interior  h^ 
not  applied  the  1^,000  appropriated  last  year, 
because  he  did  not  feel  authorized  to  reoonstract 
the  house.  The  hiw  bein^  so  worded,  in  his  onin- 
ion,  as  not  to  authorize  him  to  do  that,  he  has 
suspended  the  work;  nothing  has  been  done.  If 
he  should  tear  down  the  house,  the  engine  and 
apparatus  would  be  left  out  of  doors. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  The  effect  of  refusing  this 
appropriation  will  be  only  to  postpone  the  im- 

Erovement  of  the  square  tor  a  year.    I  think  we 
ad  better  do  that. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  As  I  understand  it,  this  ap- 
propriation is  not  among  the  estimates  which 
came  to  us  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
at  the  commencement  of  the  session.  An  appro- 
priation was  made  last  year  for  the  improvement 
of  the  grounds  south  of  the  President's  house, 
the  amount  being,  I  believe,  |6,000.  The  Frank- 
lin Fire  Company,  which  has  ocenpied  the  engine- 
house  purchased  for  the  protection  of  the  Presi- 
dent's house,  claimed  that  they  were  entitled  to 
a  portion  of  this  money  in  order  to  erect  another 


hooM.  The  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  under  the 
circumstances,  has  made  no  recommendation,  as 
fiur  as  I  know,  and  I  suppose  the  matter  would 

fo  before  the  Committee  on  Public  Building  if 
e  had  intended  to  make  such  a  recoromendauon. 
The  Secretary  declined  to  expend  the  appropri- 
ation made  UlmI  year  until  an  opportunity  should 
be  offered  to  apply  to  Congress  to  see  if  they 
would  make  a  grant  of  this  character.  That  is 
the  mode  in  which  it  comes  before  us.  I  do  not 
think  tliis  appropriation  proper  for  a  defioency 
bill,  and  therefore  I  shall  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  BROWN.  The  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
has  siinply  suspended  the  work.  The  Senator 
from  Virginia  taUcs  of  postponing  the  improve- 
ment for  fi  year.  Let  me  tell  him  that  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior  will  not  feel  authorized  to 
postpone  it  another  season.  He  has  already 
stretched  his  power;  but  he  did  it  for  the  safety 
of  the  public  property.  If  you  refuse  to  make 
this  appropriation,  he  will  hardly  feel  authorized 
to  allow  another  season  to  go  by  without  making 
the  improvement. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  It  can  be  postponed  till  the 
general  appropriation  bill  is  passed. 

Mr.  BROWN.    That  will  be  in  the  fall. 

Mr.  PRATT.  If  this  appropriation  should  noi 
ffo  into  the  bill,  I  cannot  conceive  what  should 
be  inserted  in  it.  As  I  understand  the  case,  there 
is  a  small  public  sc^uare  on  which  there  is  an 
engine-house,  in  which  an  engine  beloneing  to  the 
United  States  is  placed  for  safety.  An  appro- 
priation was  made  last  year  authorizing  the  uie 
of  this  square  for  other  purposes,  which  involved 
the  necessity  of  takins  tiown  that  house.  Now, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  has  postponed  car- 
rying out  the  objects  of  the  appropriations  of  last 
year,  because  he  has  no  other  place  in  which  to 
put  the  engine  of  the  United  States  aAer  that 
nouse  shall  be  taken  down.  It  seems  to  me  that 
this  is  a  case  requiring  peremptorily  that  an  ap- 
propriation should  go  into  the  present  bill,  if  any- 
thing should.  If  that  house  be  taken  down,  where 
wiU  you  put  your  engine  ?  Will  you  suffer  it  to 
remain  in  the  streets?  It  seems  to  nie  this  is  « 
proper  case  for  placing  an  appropriation  in  this 
Dili. 

Mr.  BROWN.  I  have  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior,  showing  his  views  on  the 
subject*  which  I  will  have  read,  if  anybody  desirei 
it. 

Several  Sbvators.    Let  the  letter  be  read. 

The  Secretary  read,  as  follows: 

DsPAaTMBNT  or  Tas  iNTtaioR,  Mard^  17, 1^ 

8ia :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  <h 
your  communication  of  the  15Ui  inttan^  inclosinf;  *p^^ 
tjon  presented  to  your  committee  by  and  in  bcban  of  the 
FranKiin  Engine  Company,  asking  that  anan|eineiits  be 
mMe  for  the  accommodation  of  the  engine  ana  appantei 
of  that  company  before  the  home  in  which  the  same  are 
now  kept  ia  taken  down  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  3d  of 
March  last,  and,  in  reply,  to  say  that,  hi  the  tiew  of  tbii 
Department,  the  applicaiion  is  one  which  thtMii  be  re- 
oeived  with  favor.  The  engine  intrueted  to  the  canof  Unt 
company  belongs,  as  I  am  advi«ed,  to  the  Oovemoynt, 
having  been  purchased  for  the  protection  of  the  public  build- 
ings situated  in  the  immediate  viHnity  oftheho««  ii»  whi<* 
it  M  kept.  Tbo«ebitikliun,  with  the  exception  of  ttntoc^ 
oupied  by  the  Treasury  Department,  not  being  ftre-pnm, 
arc  constantly  in  dan^r  of  l^inc  destroyed,  andUie  nece»- 
ity  of  ha\ing  a  well-organized  fire-company  within  a  cm- 
venient  distance  is  very  urgent,  ft  is  well  known  thtttM 
members  of  the  company  now  organised  receive  no  com- 
pensation for  their  services.  It  is  a  voluntary  assoctaooOf 
and  as  such  it  is  understood  to  be  willing  to  render  eiieli 
service  as  may  be  required  of  it,  asking  only  ««»tRMe  «^ 
commodations  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  appatatsslotMff 
custody.  These  ebould  be  nuniftbed,  and  I  therctoe  it- 
Bpectfully  recommend  that  the  fbUowing  approfnauoa  M 
made  for  that  purpose :  •  ..a. 

For  rebuilding  the  PrankHn  engine-house,  inchwinf  Uje 
purchase  of  a  suitable  lot  therefor,  under  the  directioa  or 
the  CommissioneM  of  the  Public  Buildings,  ^,000. 

The  papers  inclosed  in  your  letter  are  herewitli  f^f*, 

I  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  very  respectAilly,  your  obedient 
servant,  R.  McCLELLaKD,  Secretory- 

Hon.  A.  O.  Baowif,  Chairman  CammUtee  on  the  Didnd 

of  Columbia,  Stnatt  UniUd  StaUt. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  I  am  directed  by  the  Committee 
on  Agriculture,  in  accordance  with  a  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents,  to  propose 
the  following  amendment: 

For  the  collection  of  agricultural  stadsticfl,  "»vMtifatjofrt 
for  promoting  agricultural  and  rural  economy,  aM  Uie  pro- 
curement and  distribution  of  cuuings  and  seeds,  to  po 
expended  under  th»  direction  of  the  CoaunlMi«»«f  " 
Patents,  ^,000. 

I  ask  for  the  reading  of  the  CommissioBer'i 
letter,  explaining  ths  objea  of  the  appropria- 
tion. 
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Mr.  STANTON.  You  can  purehaie  a  dock 
for  twelTe  shillings. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Very  weU;  in  that  bill 
there  is  an  appropriation  of  iTOO  made  for  a 
clock;  and  my  colleague  would  nave  voted  for  it 
if  he  bad  been  here.  Now,  all  abore  tweWe  shil- 
lings, if  it  were  bought  at  my  colleague's  price, 
ought  to  have  reverted  to  the  surplus  fund.  1 
merely  bring  this  up  by  way  of  ulustration  to 
•how  my  coroague  that,  in  all  these  matters,  we 
must,  to  some  extent,  be  guided  by  the  Depart- 
ments. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  have  this  to  say,  in  the 
matter  of  the  clock.    It  does  not  illustrate  the  ar- 

fument  at  all,  nor  answer  my  proposition.  If  it 
ad  been  a  large  appropriation  i  take  it  for  granted 
that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  would 
have  made  strict  inquiries  whether  the  money 
was  required  for  this  purpose.  If  the  item  were 
one  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  warrant,  they  would 
unquestionably  have  inquired  more  strictly  into 
it.  But  suppose  that  the  appropriation  for  a  pub- 
lic clock  had  been  $70,000,  mstead  of  |700  would 
we  have  voted  it  without  inquiry?  Certainly 
not;  and  if  there  is  anything  in  what  the  gentle- 
man says,  it  is  simply  that  the  law  does  not  re- 
gard triBes,  nor  do  we  reeard  trifles.  But  on  every 
•oun^  principle  of  le^slation  the  House  ought 
to  know  something  of  the  necessity  and  the  ex- 
pense of  procuring  the  articles  for  which  the 
appropriation  is  made.  That  is  all  I  ask  here. 
All  I  ask  is,  that  you  tell  me  what  you  want  this 
taoney  for-^that  you  distribute  it,  define  it,  tell 
us  what  It  is  for,  and  what  you  want  this  precise 
sum  for  ?    f  move  that  the  committee  now  rise. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
witlidraw  his  motioi»until  i  answer  his  last  ques- 
tion in  four  lines. 

Mr.  STANTON.  You  can  answer  it  in  the 
morning. 

Mr.  LETCHER.    I  would  prefer  to  do  so  now. 

Mr.  STANTON.    Well,  proceed. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  1  wiU  read  four  lines  here. 
The  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  under  date 
of  January  29, 1856,  states  clearly  and  distinctly 
what  he  wants  this  money  for.    He  says: 

"  In  Biicb  great  peril  it  tbia  wbole  communis,  and  so  im- 
portant b  it  that  meant  tball  be  Aimisbed  to  feed  the  Indians 
and  five  efficiency  to  the  Indian  service,  that  it  has  teemed 
to  me  indispensable  to  send  a  special  meMenger  to  lay  our 
condition  before  the  President  and  the  Department." 

Mr.  STANTON.  WeU,  will  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  explain  to  me  how  that  proves  the 
peed  of  |300,000,  and  that  it  is  wanted  to  restore 
and  maintain  peace  ?  It  does  not  seem  to  me  to 
prove  anything  of  that. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  The  President  states  that 
that  is  the  purpose  for  which  he  wants  the  ap- 
propriation. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  have  another  remark  to 
make  here.  If  I  thought  that  this  i300,000  had 
any  magnetabout  if ,  and  would  absolutely  restore 
peace,  I  would  not  have  any  hesitation  about 
voting  for  it;  but  I  entertain  no  sort  of  doubt  that, 
if  the  |300,000  had  been  in  Oregon,  the  war  would 
have  gone  on  just  as  it  has  gone  on.  A  treaty 
can  be  made  without  any  advance  of  money,  and 
I  do  not  believe  that  immediate  and  instantaneous 
action  on  this  bill  is  going  to  have  any  very 

riwerful  influence  on  the  Indian  tribes  in  Oregon, 
think  that  twenty-four  hours*  delay  will  not 
cause  anygreat  inconvenience. 
.  Mr.  LETCHERc    If  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
thinks  there  is  no  need  of  |2^,000,  why  does  ^e 
not  move  an  amendment  for  a  smaUer  sum  ? 

Mr.  STANTON.  Because  I  do  not  know  how 
much  is  needed. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  The  gentleman  says  that 
this  amount  will  not  settle  the  difficulties.  How 
does  he  know?  Here  is  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  who  has  charg^e  of  the  Indian  depart- 
ment, and  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 
who  makes  this  report,  with  the  indorsement  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  whose  busi- 
ness it  is  to  be  informed  on  these  subjects,  and 
yet  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  sets  up  his  judgment 
against  all  of  them,  to  the  conclusion  that  they 
know  nothing  in  the  world  about  it.  . 

Mr.  STANTON.  All  I  have  to  say  upon  that 
subject  is,  that  I  do  not  lAke  any  gentleman's 
opinion,  whether  he  be  the  Presi&nt  of  the 
United  States  or  the  Superintendent  of  Indian 
Afitairs.  If  ht  wants  to  convince  me  that  any 
dsfiaits  amount  of  tha  publie  mousy  is  rtquiraa. 


let  him  present  his  fiicts  and  figures,  and  I  will 
judge  for  myself  on  the  facts  thus  communicated. 

Nfr.H.  NlARSHALL.  The  statement  is  made 
by  Qovemor  Stevens,  that  he  has  collected  five 
thousand  Indians  on  a  reservation,  and  that  the 
expense  of  keeping  them  will  certainly  amount 
to  1^15,000  a  month. 

Mr.  STANTON.  And thatshows that|180,000 
would  be  enoueh  for  a  year. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  But  suppose  Gk>vemor 
Stevens  should  succeed  in  collecting  ten  thousand 
Indians  on  the  reservotion  instead  of  five  thou- 
sand, so  as  to  diminish  the  hostile  force  ? 

Mr.  STANTON.  Then  $300,000  wiU  not  be 
enough.    I  move  that  the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  Would  it  be  in  order  to  move 
to  amend  that  motion,  so  that  the  committee  shall 
rise  and  report  the  bill  to  the  House,  with  a  rec- 
ommendation that  it  pass  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  wiU  remark 
that  the  bill  is  not  in  order  to  be  reported  to  the 
House.  The  amendment  has  not  oeen  passed 
upon. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  call  for  tell- 
ers on  the  motion  to  rise. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Prinqle 
and  Houston  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  36,  noes  61;  -no  quorum  voting. 

[Loud  cries  of  "  Call  the  roll!"  and  '^Oh, 
no!"] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  rule  is  imperative; 
the  roll  must  be  called. 

The  Clerk  proceeded  to  call  the  roll;  when 

Mr.  STAwTON,  by  unanimous  consent,  with- 
drew his  motion  that  the  committee  rise. 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  that  the  question  re- 
curred upon  the  amendment. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  There  is  no  qum 
rum  here,  and  I  therefore  move  that  the  conmiit- 
tee  rise.  I  do  not  think  we  ought  to  sit  here  and 
pass  things,  when  it  is  manifest  that  there  is  no 
quorum  present. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  chair,  the  Chairman  (Mr.  Mack) 
reported  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  had  had  the  Union  fi;enerally 
under  consideration ,  and  particularly  a  bill  making 
appropriation,  to  restore  and  Maintain  the  peace- 
able disposition  of  the  Indian  tribes  on  the  Pa- 
cific, and  had  come  to  no  resolution  thereon. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  Mr-  Speaker,  my  col- 
league [Mr.  Rust]  received  information  on  Fri- 
day last,  that  a  brother-in-law  had  been  assassin- 
ated, which  unfortunate  cireumstance  made  it 
necessary,  in  his  opinion,  that  he  should  return 
to  his  home,  that  he  might  administer  all  the  con- 
solation in  his  power  to  the  surviving  members  of 
the  family.  I  Know  nothing  of  the  cireumstances 
attending  the  death  of  his  relative;  I  only  give 
such  information  as  my  colleague  received.  He 
has  paired  off*  generally,  for  three  weeks,  with 
the  gentleman  m>m  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Toon,] 
and  the  balance  of  the  month  upon  the  Kansas 
question  and  other  kindred  subjects.  In  justice 
to  my  colleague,  I  have  felt  caned  upon  to  state 
fully  the  reasons  for  his  absence,  that  his  imme- 
diate constituents  might  know  the  true  cause  of 
his  absence,  which,  no  doubt,  they  will  fiiily  ap- 
preciate. 

And  then,  on  motion  by  Mr.  JONES,  of  Ten- 
nessee, (at  ten  minutes  aAer  five  o'clock,  p.m.,) 
the  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  twelve 
o'clock,  m. 

IN  SENATE. 
MoKUAT,  Mwrch  31, 1856, 
Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Hbnrt  C.  Dbak. 
The  Journal  ofThursday  was  read  and  approved. 
PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  MASON  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens 
of  Georgetown,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  for 
an  amendment  to  the  charter  of  that  town  to  ex- 
tend the  ri^ht  of  suffrage;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  FOOT.  I  am  requested  to  present  a  peti- 
tion of  citizens  of  Vermont,  praying  for  a  modi- 
fication of  the  bounty  land  laws,  so  that  the  vol- 
unteers who  served  in  the  war  of  1812  may  be 
allowed  to  prove  their  claims  to  pensions  and 
bounty  by  parol  avideac*  of  service.    Inasmuch 


as  this  whole  subject  was  some  time  stMl  mfcrrcd 
to  the  ComrtVittee  on  Public  Lands,  andlhey  have 
reported  upon  it,  I  move  that  this  petition  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CLAY  presented  eight  memorials  of  steam- 
boat pilots  on  the  southern  and  western  waters* 
praying  for  such  an  amendment  of  the  act  of  Au' 
gust,  1852,  for  "the  better  security  of  the  livee 
of  passen^re  on  board  of  vessels  propelled  in 
whole,  or  m  part,  by  steam,"  as  wiU  insure  tHe 
employment  of  competent  pilots  on  board  of  srucli 
vessels;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Mr.  WELLER  presented  a  resolution  of  (be 
Legislature  of  Caliiornia,  instructing  their  Sena- 
tor, and  requesting  their  Representatives,  to  urge 
the  passage  of  a  law  to  provide  for  the  complete 
and  thorough  exploration  by  the  United  States 
of  the  river  Colorado,  from  Fort  Yuma  to  its 
source;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table  and  be  printed.  ^ 

Also,  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  CsJi- 
fomia,  in  favor  of  an  act  appropriating  fifty 
thousand  stand  of  arms  for  the  use  of  that  State  ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Afifaira,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Cali- 
fornia, in  fhvor  of  thtf  establishment  of  a  collec- 
tion district  in  the  northern  portion  of  ths  State » 
and  a  pd^t  of  entry  at  Bucksnort,  on  Humboldt 
bay;  which  was  read,  and  oroered  to  He  on  the 
table  and  be  printed. 

Also,  two  memorials  of  Army  ofiicera,  for  an 
increase  of  the  commutation  pnce  of  the  Arm  y 
ration;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  PUGH  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Indiana,  praying  for  an  amendment  of  the  pre- 
emption laws,  and  the  confirmation  of  their  titles 
to  the  lands  on  which  they  have  settled;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Comnuttee  on  Private  Land 
Claims. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Indiana,  prayinc 
that  the  compensation  of  the  register  of  the  lana 
ofiice  at  Indianapolis  may  be  mcreased;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Indiana,  prayine 
for  a  modification  of  the  bounty  land  laws;  wnich 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  anetition  of  citizens  of  Kansas  Territory, 
prayinff  for  an  amendment  of  the  preemption 
laws,  the  establishment  of  a  land  oflice  at  Boon- 
ville,  and  of  a  mail  route  from  the  Sac  and  Fox 
agency  to  Boonville,  in  that  Territory;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Temtoriea. 

Mr.  JONEIS,  of  Iowa,  presented  the  petition 
of  Ck>tlob  Krumm,  praying  to  be  allowed  the 
riffht  of  preemption  to  a  certain  tract  of  land  upon 
which  he  has  settled;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  PubUc  Lands. 

PAPERS  REFERRED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  it  was 

Orieredf  Tbat  Uie  petition  of  A.  8.  Bender,  on  the  ffles 
of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Coramitiee  on  WOitaiy 
Aflkin. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  CLAY,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  petition  of  William  J. 
Sean,  the  petition  of  Robert  Morton,  the  petition 
of  Nathan  Cook,  the  petition  of  John  Alien,  the 
petition  of  Zachariah  Corbin,  the  petition  of 
Martha  Stanton,  the  petition  of  Leslie  Combe, 
and  the  petition  of  Mai^^aret  C.  Hanson, all  pray- 
ing for  pensions,  submitted  an  advene  report  in 
each  case;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
and  be  printed. 

Mr.  THOMSON,  of  New  Jersey,  from  the 
Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Abel  Jackson,  heir  of  Stephen 
Jackson,  a  revolutionary  soldier,  praying  for  a 
pension,  submitted  an  aaverse  report;  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Amaziah  Goodwin, 
reported  a  bill  to  increase  the  pension  of  Amaziah 
Goodwin,  of  the  State  of  Maine;  which  was  read 
a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading'. 

He  also,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Lieutenant 
John  Guest,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by 
a  bill,  making  a  reappropriation  from  the  eurplus 
Ibtid  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant  JiJka  Gjieet  and 
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